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Tuesday, 6 October 1998
The PRESIDENT (Hon. B. A. Chamberlain) took the
chair at 2.33 p.m. and read the prayer.

LAND (REVOCATION OF
RESERVATIONS) BILL
IntroductiOJ1 and first reading
Received from Assembly.

GOVERNOR'S SPEECH
Address-iD-reply
The PRESIDENT - Order! I have to report that,
accompanied by honourable members, I waited upon
His Excellency, the Governor, on 21 May 1998 and
presented to him the Address of the Legislative Council
adopted on 22 April 1998 in reply to His Excellency's
opening speech. His Excellency was pleased to make
the following reply:

Read first time on motion of Hon. M. A. BIRRELL
(Minister for Industry, Science and Technology).

NATIONAL PARKS (AMENDMENT) BILL
Introduction and first reading
Received from Assembly.
Read first time on motion of Hon. M. A. BIRRELL
(Minister for Industry, Science and Technology).

MR PRESIDENT AND HONOURABLE MEMBERS OF
THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL:
In the name and on behalf of Her Majesty the Queen I thank
you for your expressions of loyalty to Our Most Gracious
Sovereign contained in the address you have just presented to
me.
I fully rely on your wisdom in deliberating upon the important
measures to be brought under your consideration, and I
earnestly hope that the results of your labours will be
conducive to the advancement and prosperity of this state.

ROYAL ASSENT
Messages read advising royal assent to:
26 May
Ambulance Services (Amendment) Act
Catchment and Land Protection (Amendment) Act
Gas Industry (Amendment) Act
Land Tax (Amendment) Act
Melbourne and Olympic Parks (Amendment) Act
Miscellaneous Acts (Omnibus No. I) Act
Parks Victoria Act
Public Sector Management and Employment Act
Public Sector Reform (Miscellaneous Amendments)
Act
Rail Corporations (Amendment) Act
State Taxation (Amendment) Act
2 June
Business Licensing Authority Act
Melbourne City Link (Exhibition Street Extension)
Act
St George Bank and Advance Bank Australia Act
Tribunals and Licensing Authorities (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Act
Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal Act

PHYSIOTHERAPISTS REGISTRATION
BILL
Introduction and first reading
Received from Assembly.
Read first time on motion of Hon. R. I. KNOWLES
(Minister for Health).

PRINTERS AND NEWSPAPERS (REPEAL)
BILL
Introduction and first reading
Received from Assembly.
Read first time on motion of Hon. LOUISE ASHER
(Minister for Small Business).

CLASSIFICATION (pUBLICATIONS,
FILMS AND COMPUTER GAMES)
(ENFORCEMENT) (AMENDMENT) BILL
Introduction and first reading
Received from Assembly.
Read first time on motion of Hon. LOUISE ASHER
(Minister for SmaU Business).

ROAD SAFETY (AMENDMENT) BILL
Introduction and first reading
Received from Assembly.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT (AMENDMENl) BaL
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Read first time on motion of Hon. G. R. CRAIGE
(Minister for Roads and Ports).

LOCAL GOVERNMENT (AMENDMENT)
BILL
Introduction and first reading
Received from Assembly.
Read first time on motion of Hon. R. M. HALLAM
(Minister for Finance).

FUNDRAISING APPEALS BILL
Introduction and first reading
Received from Assembly.
Read first time on motion of Hon. LOUISE ASHER
(Minister for Small Business).

ROAD SAFETY (DRIVING INSTRUCTORS)
BILL
Introduction and first reading
Received from Assembly.
Read first time on motion of Hon. G. R. CRAIGE
(Minister for Roads and Ports).

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Gas: Longford safety inspections
Hon. T. C. THEOPHAt'JOUS (Jika Jika) - I refer
the minister responsible for Workcover to the fact that
all Workcover self-insurers, such as Esso, are required
to have a comprehensive annual safety audit conducted
by the Victorian Workcover Authority. Is it not a fact
that the last such audit conducted by the VW A at the
Esso Longford plant was on 30 April 1996? Will the
minister inform the house why the last annual
inspection of the Longford plant occurred nearly two
and a half years ago?
Hon. R M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) - I
thank the honourable member for his question, but I
think he has confused two fundamental issues. Safety is
monitored at Esso at Longford in three quite distinct
ways: firstly, by the audit process involved in
self-insurance licences - and I put on the record and
acknowledge that Esso is a self-insurer under the
Victorian Workcover scheme; secondly, by inspections
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carried out by the Victorian Workcover Authority in
accordance with the Occupational Health and Safety
Act and the Dangerous Goods Act; and thirdly, through
the authority's claims monitoring to determine whether
key employers are underperforming. As I hope the
honourable member would acknowledge, that
monitoring is a key indicator of performance right
across the entire sector.
I have received advice that Esso underwent a full audit
by the former Health and Safety Organisation in March
1996. It was found to substantially meet the Safetymap
audit program requirements. The audit specifically
included two sites - the Longford gas plant and the
Cobia platform. Partly on this basis Esso's
self-insurance licence was renewed for another four
years. It is important to put on the record it was
renewed-Hon. T. C. Theophanous - In 1996?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - In 1996 Esso' s licence
was renewed for a further four years - Hon. T. C. Theophanous - For what, Minister? A
licence for what?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Let me finish the
answer - partly on that basis. I go back to what I said
so that there will be no misunderstanding: Esso' s
self-insurance licence was renewed for another four
years, but most importantly it was renewed with no
conditions attached. Esso passed in absolute terms and
there were no conditions at all attached to the renewal.
In addition to that audit process Esso is required, fIrStly,
to conduct an annual self-audit, and secondly, the audit
is required to be personally certified by a director of
Esso. That has been done.
The authority last conducted a full physical
examination of the Longford plant in June and July of
1998, prior to reissuing Esso' s licence under the
Dangerous Goods Act. Mr Theopbanous needs to
understand that there are two heads of power involved
and two fundamental sets of rules that relate to this
issue. No equipment or plant deficiencies were
identified. Similar inspections occurred in 1997, 1996
and 1995.
Inspections at Esso at Longford are generally in
response to specific issues, such as an accident or an
incident, and indicate whether specific action is
required - for example, whether a prohibition notice is
required - and/or whether safety and systems
procedures are operating correctly. The Victorian
.
Workcover Authority has visited the Esso Longford slte
on 37 separate occasions in the past two years and
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almost 1000 times over the past 10 years. Given all the
speculation it is important to understand that a full
inquiry is now taking place on the site conducted by the
Coroner, the Victorian Workcover Authority and
sections of the Victoria Police.
It would be appropriate for Parliament to respond to the
outcome of those inquiries before implying that there
are challenges in respect of the safety regime at the
Esso Longford plant.

One Nation: leader's election defeat
Bon. P. A. KATSAMBANIS (Monash) - Will the
Minister for Industry, Science and Technology advise
the house of the impact on Victoria's trade and
business, particularly in the Asia-Pacific region, of the
defeat ofPauline Hanson at the federal election on
Saturday?
Bon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - One thing that would unite
all members in this chamber is the delight we all felt on
Saturday night following the defeat of the leader of One
Nation, Pauline Hanson. A thing that has pleased me
enormously is the very strong coverage the matter has
had overseas, in particular in Asian newspapers. I was
delighted to see the following report in the Age:
The Asian Wall Street Joumal-

a most important and influential newspaper said the election result meant outsiders would no longer be
able to fairly brand Australia as a racist country.

This defeat is of enormous importance given the
damage that Pauline Hanson's views had had on
Australia's image offshore. Years of work by people of
all political persuasions to ensure that we were seen
overseas as a tolerant and inclusive society worth
trading with, dealing with and visiting were undone.
The image ofPauline Hanson ensured that a harsh,
uncompromising and unfair view was presented of our
nation. Her defeat is of enormous benefit for Victorian
trade and investment from overseas in that both the elite
and general populations of nations to our north will
understand how democratically we deal with such a
view.
It is correct that a person could present a certain view.
We welcome the fact that in the election process the
public can pass judgment on such a view given that the
focus of the Victorian government particularly is on
overseas trade and foreign investment and the
facilitation of linkages between our state and nations to
Australia's north. That focus will now be evident in an
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environment where people to our north understand that
our society welcomes people from other cultures and
countries, that it tolerates and celebrates differences and
can maturely deal with the extreme and often highly
offensive comments of the leader of the One Nation
party. One of the best things that happened last
Saturday was the defeat ofPauline Hanson.

Workcover: Sale office
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS (Jika Jika) - I refer
the Minister responsible for Workcover to the fact that
an officer of the Victorian Workcover Authority field
services division was pennanently based at the Sale
office of the VWA and that he conducted spot checks at
the Longford plant. I further refer the minister to the
fact that in July 1998 the officer took a voluntary
redundancy package and the Sale office was closed.
What consideration was given to the safety issues in the
Gippsland region and at Esso's Longford plant prior to
the closure of the Sale office?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) - I
thank Mr Theophanous for his question.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - Maybe you can
answer it instead of putting up Eileen McMahon all the
time.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Do you want that on the
record, Mr Theophanous? A couple of implications
should be corrected. Firstly, the office at Sale was open
one day per fortnight. When that decision was taken,
the office at Traralgon, which is, what, Mr Hallabout 40 minutes drive away?
Hon. P. R. HalI- Less than 40 minutes.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - At the same time, the
hours of the office at Traralgon were extended. As a
result of the decision taken about the Sale office, no
safety standard has been put at risk - in fact, the
reverse applies. I am happy for the Victorian
Workcover Authority to stand on its record of safety
across the state.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - Will you allow it to be
investigated?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I am happy to do that; let
the investigation start! But let's go back to 1992.
Mr Theophanous has cast aspersions about the number
of inspectors, the time they spend in the workplace, and
so on. When responsibility for occupational health and
safety was transferred to it, the Victorian Workcover
Authority had about 170 inspectors; now it has more
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than 200. The amount of inspection time has been

increased dramatically.
IfMr Theophanous is not prepared to accept that
evidence about the shift in workplace safety, I remind
him that since 1992 the incidence of traumatic injury in
Victorian workplaces has been cut by almost half Yet
he wants to argue about effectiveness. Let the record
show that the incidence of traumatic workplace injury
particularly has been dramatically reduced. I am
delighted at the prospect ofMr Theophanous
conducting some sort of review because it would show
we are headed in the right direction and that despite all
the pathetic attempts ofMr Theophanous to make this a
partisan issue, the Victorian community understands
that the government wanted a real shift and that it has
improved safety in the workplace - no matter how
much Mr Theophanous dresses it up.
I know that fact does not help Mr Theophanous's cause,
but safety issues in the Victorian workplace have been
improved dramatically during the life of the Kennett
government

Gas: Longford explosion
HoD. D. McL. DAVIS (East Yarra) - Will the
Minister for Health advise the house of arrangements to
protect health and provide community support during
the gas supply emergency?
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - As
all honourable members will be aware, the tragedy that
occurred last Friday week at Longford led to a
significant reduction in the supply of gas to the
Victorian community, to the extent that had it not been
for the connections to the New South Wales gas supply
we may well have had no gas whatsoever throughout
Victoria
On learning of the consequences of the tragedy at
Longford the government granted an immediate
exemption to emergency services, identified in the first
instance as being public hospitals and nursing homes,
and at the same time asked Victorians to turn off their
gas supplies to try to maintain a minimum gas supply.
The Department of Human Services immediately
established a number of protocols and processes to try
to ensure emergency services continued to operate. The
first was a health industry information telephone line to
assist health-care providers caring for elderly or
disabled persons, to identify and improve exemptions
and to arrange reconnections by Vencorp, as necessary.
In the early stages, apart from extending the number of
categories to the exemptions, the government found it
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impossible to provide individual exemptions until early
this week.
Since a reduction in the consumption of gas to a level
comparable with the amount of gas coming into the
system has been achieved it has been possible in a
number of instances to provide exemptions in cases
where a lack of gas has led to families trying to cope in
very difficult circumstances. We have reconnected
about 3500 individual exemption-holders to the gas
supply system. In addition, it was recognised that we
would need to provide accurate and timely information
to many people who were seeking to cope with the loss
of gas supply. Therefore, we established a home-help
telephone support line which dealt with individual
inquiries. It provided advice and, in a number of
instances, referrals to agencies that could provide
assistance to those who were suffering as a result of the
loss of gas supply. Since its establishment, the inquiry
line has received more than 12 000 calls, thereby
indicating the reliance many individuals and families
have placed on the service.
The department has arranged for the production of nine
information sheets on how people can live safely and
healthily without gas. I commend all agencies,
particularly the retailers and supermarkets, that
provided enormous assistance in having those sheets
widely distributed throughout Victoria I have no doubt
that many people, particularly those who provide care
for family members who may be suffering from
incontinence, severe illness or disability, have
experienced great discomfort and faced many
challenges in coping without a gas supply_
Over the past 10 days or so hospitals, district nursing
services, general practitioners, community health
centres, local councils and all welfare agencies have
worked together to support the reaching out that has
occurred in the community in a truly magnificent way.
We are now confident that those who have experienced
the most discomfort have been enormously supported
during this trying period.
In more recent days my department has turned its mind
to the challenges it faces from a health perspective with
the reconnection of the gas system. This is the ftrst time
in the Western World where there has been such a huge
challenge in reconnecting the gas supply to large
numbers of individuals. It provides significant
challenges for the community. The government has
invested a great deal of time, resources and effort into
ensuring that accurate information is made available to
people prior to the reconnection. From the health
perspective, it is expected that the vast majority of
individuals will reconnect their own gas supply.
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However, a large number of people will require
assistance and arrangements have been made for that
assistance to be provided.
The government is keen to strongly stress the important
safety issues involved in reconnection to the gas
system. All Victorians should ensure they read the
information contained in a pamphlet that will be
distributed to individualletterboxes. The pamphlet has
been specifically written to provide information about
how to reconnect and advice on who to contact for
additional information. A page spells out how
additional information can be obtained in individual
community languages. We have recognised that this is
a significant challenge. We have been dependent on
and have received good support from SBS, both
television and radio, in terms of conveying both
information and advice throughout the community.
Although we do not underestimate the challenges we
face over the next few days in ensuring Victorians are
safely connected to the gas system and in minimising
the risks associated with people reconnecting their gas,
as Victorians we can be proud of the many ways we
have responded to the challenges and reached out to
and supported the vulnerable in our community. I
particularly commend the hundreds of personnel from
my department who are working constantly to ensure
we provide around-the-clock service, particularly
building the partnership with the agencies that I
mentioned before. Hospitals have reached out to
provide showering and care to people who would not
normally access hospital services, nursing staffhave
been redeployed to support district nursing services and
council services and welfare organisations have joined
to provide support in ways that are truly magnificent. It
is a great credit to the community that we have coped as
well as we have from the challenges that flowed from
the tragedy that occurred at Longford last Friday week.

Workcover: safety inspectors
Hon. M. M. GOULD (Doutta Galla) - I refer the
minister responsible for Workcover to the process in
July this year in which the Victorian Workcover
Authority abolished 165 positions of specialist safety
inspectors and then re-advertised the positions as
Workcover field officers, seeking staff with less
specialist knowledge of plant and equipment safety. Is
the minister aware that this process has had a massive
impact on the morale of the Workcover field service
division and will he now review the decision to get rid
of hands-on specialist inspectors?
Hoo. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) - I
refute absolutely the preamble to Miss Gould's question

that this action has somehow had an adverse effect on
the inspectorial seIVice in the Victorian Workcover
Authority. I suggest the ultimate effect will be directly
opposite to the one that she has put to the house. For the
record-Honourable members interjecting.

The PRESIDENT - Order! Mr Nardella is listed
to ask the next question from his side. I suggest the
house allows the minister to respond to the question
that has been put to him.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - The imputation in the
question was that we are somehow setting out to
achieve less specialist knowledge among the inspectors.
That is the inference.
HoD. T. C. Tbeopbaoous - That is not what the
VWAsaid
HoD. R. M. HALLAM - Mr Theophanous, if you
insist on taking people who are disgruntled and using
the anecdotal evidence you get from the misfits and
then applying it to the world at large, I suspect - Hoo. T. C. Tbeophaoous - The inspectors are
misfits, are they?
Hoo. R. M. HALLAM - No, I do not say that. I
say the ones you rely on. I will give you some other
facts.
Honourable members interjecting.

The PRESIDENT - Order! I suggest the house
settle down and allow the minister to respond
HoD. R. M. HALLAM - I will refer to some of the
facts rather than the imputation and innuendo. The
number of hours spent in the field by Victorian
Workcover Authority inspectors has increased from
66000 in 1995-96 to 100000 in 1997-98. The target
for 200 1 is to double that number again to 200 000
hours in the field. The number of field officers is
currently being increased by 15 to 223. The opposition
should compare that with the 170 that were there when
the Victorian Workcover Authority acquired the health
and safety organisation.
HoD. T. C. Tbeophaoous - That is if you add the
clerks.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I make the point that the
staff are better trained, better paid, and better
equipped - and they will get a better outcome.
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Hon. T. C. Theophanous - So why are you
getting rid of them?
Hon. R M. HALLAM - We are not getting rid of
anyone. However, the positions have been declared
vacant.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - 'Why?
Hon. R M. HALLAM - Because we want a better
outcome. IfMr Theophanous wants to run that line and
support some dissident in the union movement, I
remind him of the real data. Let me tell you the good
news. The Victorian Workcover Authority has invested
very heavily in its field staff.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - Read it out.

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - You can have your tired
arguments about the number of inspectors; you can
have your tired arguments about their qualifications.
But I am prepared to be judged on the record, and the
record is that we have brought the number of traumatic
injuries down by something in excess of 50 per cent from 6822, the number when we arrived, to 2991. For
the record, that is no basis for complacency. That
indicates more than anything else that we can do
something about the level ofworkplace safety, and I for
one am determined to continue the push towards greater
workplace safety in Victoria, notwithstanding the
pathetic attempts by the member opposite to make this
a partisan issue. It is not a partisan issue.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous interjected.
Hon. Bill Forwood interjected.

Hon. R M. HALLAM - I want to give you the
data. In 1991-92, under a previous administration and
to our eternal discredit, there were 6822 traumatic
injuries in workplaces across the state. Last year, the
year just reported on, there were 2991 traumatic
injuries. I did not have time - -

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - It is not a partisan issue,
Mr Theophanous, and I do not think it does you any
credit to pretend that it is.

Hon. T. C. Theophanous - How have you
classified them? You have juggled the books. Tell us
about the number of prosecutions.

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Go and talk to the people
you say you represent in the workplace.

The PRESIDENT - Order! The house gives
honourable members many opportunities to raise
particular issues with ministers. There will be
opportunities tomorrow and there will be more question
times this session. Honourable members are wasting the
time of the house with this barrage of interjections.
They should allow the minister to answer. Ifhonourable
members are dissatisfied with the response they can ask
him another question.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - Answer the question.
Hon. R M. HALLAM - I was answering the
question, but what you implied by interjection was that
I had manipUlated the data.
An honourable member interjected.

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I t was an explicit
interjection. Let me tell you again, Mr Theophanous.
The number of traumatic injuries has come down by
more than half. So you can have your tired arguments
about-Hon. T. C. Theophanous - If you have done so
well, why are you sacking the inspectors?
Honourable members interjecting.

Hon. T. C. Theophanous interjected

Hon. T. C. Theophanous interjected.
The PRESIDENT - Order! I will not warn the
Leader of the Opposition again. Please desist. You have

plenty of opportunities using the forms of the house
without indulging in a barrage of interjections.
Hon. R M. HALL.<\M - I invite Mr Theophanous
to look at the real data, the real shift with workplace
safety in this state - a record and a trend of which I
and my colleagues, without exception, are very proud
indeed.

Tourism: international visitors
Bon. E. G. STONEY (Central Highlands) - Will
the Minister for Tourism inform the house of the latest
international visitor figures for Victoria?
Hon. LOmSE ASIlER (Minister for Tourism) - I
thank Mr Stoney for his question about this very
important issue of trends in international visitation to
Victoria in the wake of the Asian crisis.

Recently the Bureau of Tourism Research released
some figures on international visitation which
contained encouraging news for Victoria As a state we
performed very well overall, with our international
visitation, despite the Asian crisis, growing above the
national average.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

Tuesday, 6 October 1998

7

COUNCIL

According to the latest figures, which are for the year
ended March 1998, Victoria recorded a 3 per cent
increase in the number of international visitors, and a
total of more than 995 000 international visitors aged
15 and over travelled to this state. By comparison, the
number of international visitors to Australia as a whole
fell by less than 1 per cent, with the figure for New
South Wales down 4 per cent and for Queensland down
2 per cent. It is very encouraging news for Victoria
Victoria has also increased its market share of
international visitors. Of special interest to many
members of this house is the fact that, as expected,
during that period Asian arrivals to Victoria fell by
5 per cent while by comparison Asian visitation to New
South Wales and Queensland dropped 12 per cent and
13 per cent respectively. That shows that they did start,
but that is the percentage downturn. That shows that
Victoria has not been hit as hard as the other two states
by the downturn in Asian visitation.
However, the point of interest for many of us is that
some aspects of Asian visitation are on the increase. For
example, increases were recorded in both the number of
visitors from Hong Kong, Singapore and China and
visitor nights in Victoria. Interestingly, given that
Tourism Victoria has just opened an office in Shanghai
to secure additional Chinese visitation, for the year
ended March 1998 China generated 1.5 million visitor
nights in Victoria
The weakening Australian dollar has brought with it
some tourism benefits, because Australia is now an
attractive destination for people from the traditional
markets of the United Kingdom, New Zealand and
North America. Visitation from North America has
increased by 8 per cent, from the United Kingdom by
13 per cent, from Europe by 4 per cent and from New
Zealand by 14 per cent.
I am very pleased to report the increased visitation to
Victoria, notwithstanding the Asian downturn and its
quite adverse impact on other states.
Total expenditure by international visitors to Victoria
for the year ended March 1998 was $1.5 billion. I find
such results particularly encouraging. Obviously I will
continue to monitor the situation with Tourism
Victoria, but so far so good.

Gas: Longford ice blockage
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) - I
refer the Minister for Finance, who is responsible for
Workcover, to the ice blockage that disrupted the flow
of gas at Esso's Longford plant in June this year. Is it
not a fact that the Victorian Workcover Authority did

not investigate the incident? If not, will the minister
now investigate the VWA's failure to act?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) - I
thank Mr Nardella for his question. I am advised that
the previous incident at the Longford plant did not
constitute a notifiable incident, in which case there was
no reference - Hon. T. C. Tbeopbanous- Why not?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - There was no reference
to the Victorian Workcover Authority. I have checked
with the most senior officers in the authority, who have
told me that the basis of the decision not to refer it to
the authority was that no issues of safety were involved.

National Exchange of Vehicle and Driver
Information System
Hon. C. A. STRONG (Higinbotham) - Will the
Minister for Roads and Ports inform the house of the
government's involvement with the National Exchange
of Vehicle and Driver Information System?
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - The development of the National Exchange of
Vehicle and Driver Information System (NEVDIS)
started back in 1995, and the system was accepted and
supported by the Australian Transport Council in June
1996. The purpose of the system is to improve national
law enforcement, reduce stolen vehicle data fraud and
minimise revenue loss in fines collections - especially
those with an interstate basis.
Victoria's contribution to the project is $4.2 million
over five years, and it is expected that when all states
are connected to the system in June 1999 it will deliver
annual savings throughout Australia of some
$20 million and to Victoria of some $3 million.
~'EVDIS provides immediate on line access between
states and territories on vehicle registration data, which
has never previously been available. States will now be
able to immediately access details on vehicle
registration and driver licensing via the network.

Yesterday Victoria became the first state in Australia to
connect to the system. Vehicle information was
transferred from New South Wales, where there was a
public holiday. New South Wales has updated its
system today. New South Wales and Victoria are ahead
of the other states which, it is expected, will be linked
into this system by June next year.
The big issue is that it will significantly reduce costs
and delays for customers wishing to transfer
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registration when they move to or sell their cars
interstate. Currently when a person moves from state to
state or sells a car interstate, that person has to wait at
least 24 hours for information to be faxed to the state
and for its verification. That will now be done
immediately and online.
One of the most important outcomes is the saving to the
community in respect of stolen vehicles. Information
sharing between states has made the sale and transfer of
stolen vehicles interstate more difficult, which has
helped reduce the incidence of fraud that is occurring
there. The implementation ofNEVDIS is a further step
towards national unifOImity, especially within the
transport area, and one in which Victoria is leading the
way.

Watercraft: licensing
Hon. PAT POWER (Jika Jika) - Will the Minister
for Roads and Ports confirm that in his recent report the
state coroner proposed that standardised training and
licensing should be mandatory for those who use
personal watercraft? Does the minister support the
coroner's recommendation, and can he advise when
legislation to this end will come before the Parliament?
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - I thank Mr Power for his question and for his
genuine interest in safety on the waterways. Previously
I have raised the issue of the use of personal watercraft
and it has received some attention as a result not only of
the tragic incidents that have occurred recently on
waterways but also of the unfortunate accident that
occurred at Werribee. Since that time the state has
embarked on a plan to introduce a national scheme of
licensing for all watercraft. It may seem that only
incidents that are highlighted in newspapers reach
momentum, but the reality is that other people lose their
lives in boating accidents on either rivers or waterways.
The difficulty is that each state has a different law for
licensing of recreational vehicles. The government has
tried to get consensus between the states. The
government sells a significant number of New South
Wales licences in Victoria - people have to sit for the
licence in Victoria - but if a Victorian purchases a
New South Wales licence to operate a recreational boat
in New South Wales and then operates a boat in
Queensland and has a Victorian address, that is not
accepted in Queensland That is absurd There needs to
be a nationally accepted licence.
The proposal for a nationally accepted licence will be
put before the ministers at the forthcoming Australian
Transport Council meeting in November of this year. I
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hope the standard will be accepted and that Victoria
will be in a position to introduce a licence that has some
relevance.
The government understands that there is no sense in
introducing licensing without a proper training regime.
It is important that licensing is not seen as the one thing
that will prevent deaths and accidents occurring on
waterways. It is important to ensure that training is
introduced with any program. That is not to say that the
government has not yet provided any training; clearly it
has introduced a training regime and significant work is
being done with the police and the PWC retail outlets in
respect of the information they provide.
Invariably watercraft are fun to use, but unfortunately
sometimes tragedies occur. It is clear from recent
events and from the direction in which Victoria is
moving that there will be a significant outcome, and the
government will be able to introduce a properly
regulated training and licensing system.

Health and Safety Week
Hon. G. B. ASHMAN (Koonung) - Given the
Kennett government's commitment to workplace
safety, will the Minister for Finance in his capacity as
Minister responsible for Workcover explain to the
house the purpose of the many activities of Health and
Safety Week?
Hon. R M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) Health and Safety Week has long been an important
feature on the calendar of the Victorian Workcover
Authority and those who are committed to workplace
safety. I am proud of the extent to which it has become
a feature on the calendar of our community, as that
means that the government has broken through in terms
of achieving a shift in culture in the work force.
Health and Safety Week began with an ecumenical
service at Wesley Uniting Church to remember those
who have died as a result ofworkplace injury or
disease. It is salutary to reflect upon the incidence of
injury and death in the workplace. The government
must ensure that those who die leave a very important
message. The government must ensure that tragic
incidents are avoided, but where this is not possible it
must learn for the future.
That message was recently brought home with the
Longford tragedy. I, like all my colleagues, extend my
sincere condolences to the families of those who died in
that incident. Against that background health and safety
becomes a timely challenge and reminder, and it should
be supported by all Victorian employers and the union
movement.
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The week is designed to further advance awareness of
the importance ofworkplace health and safety.
Victorians should regard the week as a chance to
become proactive on that issue and join in the activities.
During the week there will be approximately 90 events
throughout the state to raise awareness of health and
safety issues. Refresher courses will be available to all
health and safety representatives to provide them with
an opportunity to update their knowledge of the
changes in workplace practices. I am delighted to report
the support of the Trades Hall Council for these
courses.
Hazardous substances will be an important part of the
focus of the week, and Friday of this week will be the
last day for the public to respond to the government's
regulatory package on hazardous substances. The week
will also feature a national conference of the
Ergonomics Society of Australia, which will consider
how ergonomics can make a significant contribution to
injury prevention and management. There will be a
novel and thought-provoking art exhibition at the Steps
Gallery at Trades Hall in Lygon Street. I commend the
community involvement in the week.
Health and safety should be a priority 52 weeks of the
year. While the aim of every employer should be to
make every day safe, this week gives the government a
chance to reinforce that message. It is appropriate that
the incidence of traumatic workplace injury in Victoria
is decreasing.
There has been a dramatic reduction in both death and
traumatic injury but that shift is even greater evidence
of the need for continued attention to the issue. If we
can shift the data to the extent that has already been
achieved, we should be winding the crank even more
furiously in the background to obtain even better
outcomes. I urge all members to make Health and
Safety Week a week that makes a positive difference to
Victorian workplaces.
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589,592-596,607-610,615-628,630-632,652-656,
659,682,686,692,694-700702-705,707-711, 715,
731,749,770,771,774,776-779,782,787-791,803,
816,819,822,907,913-917,924,929,935,938,941,
943,944,946,952,955,957-1199,1200,1201,
1203-1230,1232-1234,1236-1243,1245,1248,
1251-1260, 1262-1266, 1268-1272, 1274, 1279-1459.
Motion agreed to.

MacKILLOP FAMILY SERVICES BILL
Introduction andfirst reading
Hon. R I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health), by leave,
introduced a bill relating to the MacKillop Family
Services Ltd and for other purposes.
Read first time.

BUILDING (pLUMBING) BILL
Introduction andfirst reading
Hon. R. M. BALLAM (Minister for Finance), by leave,
introduced a bill to amend the Building Act 1993 in
relation to plumbing matters and for other purposes.
Read first time.

ROAD SAFETY (FURTHER AMENDMENT)
BILL
Introduction and first reading
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and Ports), by
leave, introduced a bill to amend the Road Safety Act
1986 and the Transport Accident Act 1986 and for other
purposes.
Read first time.
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BAIL (AMENDMENT) BILL

Answers

Introduction andfirst reading

Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - By
leave, I move:

Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small Business), by
leave, introduced a bill to amend the Bail Act 1977 and
for other purposes.

That so much of the standing orders as require answers to
questions on notice to be delivered verbally in the house be

suspended for the sitting of the Council this day and that the
answers enumerated be incorporated in Hansard.

They are answers to questions nos 1,2,43,47,49,53,

102,

106,10~

112, 114,

11~

131,580,581,585,586,

Read first time.

CRIMES (AMENDMEN1) BILL
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together with National Interest Analyses, dealing
with-

CRIMES (AMENDMEN1) BILL
Introduction andfirst reading

Conservation of Southern Bluefm Tuna.

Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small Business), by
leave, introduced a bill to amend the Crimes Act 1958 and
for other purposes.

Films C«rProduction, between
Australia and Ireland.
Promotion and Protection of
Investments, between Australia and
Pakistan.

Read first time.

PATRIOTIC FUNDS (AMENDMENT) BILL

Social Security, between Australia and
New Zealand.

Introduction and first reading
Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small Business), by
leave, introduced a bill to amend the Patriotic Funds Act
1958 and for other purposes.

(b) Multilateral Agreements tabled in the
Commonwealth Parliament on 12 May 1998,
together with National Interest Analyses, dealing
with-

Substances that Deplete the Ozone
Layer.

TRADE MEASUREMENT
(ADMINISTRATION) (AMENDMENT) BILL

Trade in Services.

Introduction andfirst reading
Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small Business), by
leave, introduced a bill to amend the Trade Measurement
(Administration) Act 1995 and for other purposes.

PETITION
Public Sector Management and Employment
Bill
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS (Jika Jika) presented a
petition from certain citizens of Victoria praying that the
Public Sector Management and Employment Bill be
subjected to full, intense and open debate in Parliament
and urging that a committee of the Parliament be
appointed to undertake a detailed and impartial
examination of its merits. (210 signatures)

Bon. T. C. TBEOPBANOUS (Jika Jika) (By
This petition was supposed to be presented to
the house during the last sessional period but it arrived
too late.
leave) -

Laid on table.

COMMONWEALTH TREATY
DOCUMENTS
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry, Science
and Technology) presented:
(a) Bilateral Agreements tabled in the
Commonwealth Parliament on 12 May 1998,

Control of Transboundary Movements
of Hazardous Wastes and their
Disposal.
(c) Multilateral Comprehensive Nuclear Test-Ban
Treaty tabled in the Commonwealth Parliament
on 13 May 1998, together with National Interest
Analysis.
(d) Bilateral Agreement on Mutual Recognition in
relation to Conformity Assessment, Certificates
and Markings, between Australia and the
European Community, tabled in the
Commonwealth Parliament on 26 May 1998,
together with National Interest Analysis.
(e) Multilateral Convention on the Prohibition of the
Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of
Anti-Personnel Mines and on their Destruction
tabled in the Commonwealth Parliament on
26 May 1998, together with National Interest
Analysis.
(f)

Commonwealth Government Schedule of
Negotiations for New Treaties 1997-98.

(g) Bilateral Agreements tabled in the
Commonwealth Parliament on 30 June 1998,
together with National Interest Analyses, dealing
with-

Medical Treatment for Temporary
Visitors, between Australia and New
Zealand.
Plutonium Transfers and Transfers of
Nuclear Material from Australia to
EURATOM, between Australia and the

BLF CUSTODIAN
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European Atomic Energy Community
(EURATOM).
Extradition, between Australia and
Poland.
Joint Defence Facility at Pine Gap,
between Australia and the United States
of America.
(h) Multilateral treaty documents tabled in the

Commonwealth Parliament on 30 June 1998,
together with National Interest Analyses, dealing
withNeutral Truce Monitoring Group for
Bougainville, between Australia, Papua
New Guinea, Fiji, New Zealand and
Vanuatu.
Regulation of Whaling.
(i)

11

COUNCIL

Multilateral Treaty documents tabled in the
Commonwealth Parliament on 30 June 1998,
together with National Interest Analysis and
Regulation Impact Statement on International
Telecommunication Union Final Acts of the
World Radiocommunication Conference.

(j) Bilateral Agreement on Mutual Recognition in

Relation to Conformity Assessment, Certificates
and Markings, between Australia and the
European Community, tabled in the
Commonwealth Parliament on 30 June 1998,
together with Regulation Impact Statement, and
Text and National Interest Analysis for the
Agreement tabled in both Houses of Parliament
on 26 May 1998 and Revised National Interest
Analysis tabled in the Commonwealth Parliament
on 3 June 1998.

31 May 1998 and 31 August 1998, respectively, given to
Mr President pursuant to section 7A of BLF

(De-recognition) Act 1985 by the custodian appointed
under section 7(1) ofthat act.
Laid on table.

PUBLIC SECTOR ASSET INVESTMENT
PROGRAM 1998-99
Hon. R M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) presented
1998-99 Public Sector Asset Investment Program
(Budget Information Paper No. 1).
Laid on table.

SCRUTINY OF ACTS AND REGULATIONS
COMMITTEE
Alert Digest nos 5 and 6
Hon. P. A. KATSAMBANIS (Monash) presented Alert

Digest nos 5 and 6 of 1998, together with appendices.
Laid on table.
Ordered to be printed.

Redundant and unclear legislation
Hon. M. T. LUCKINS (Waverley) presented minutes of
evidence taken by Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations
Committee in the review of the Carriers and Innkeepers
Act 1958.
Laid on table.

(k) Current Commonwealth Treaty Action: 1998.
(I)

Finalised Treaties and Negotiations for New
Treaties.

PAPERS
Laid on table by Clerk:
Anderson's Creek Cemetery Trust - Report, 1997.

Laid on table.

The PRESIDENT - Order! It is worth noting that
this is the first occasion on which the house has had
direct access to commonwealth treaty documents. It
comes as a result of the Victorian government
accepting a recommendation of the joint parliamentary
Federal-State Relations Committee. It is a significant
move, and I know the government looks forward to
reading similar legislation.

BLF CUSTODIAN
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry, Science
and Technology) presented reports nos39 and 40 dated

Auditor-General- Performance Audit of Office for the three
years ended 30 June 1998.
Ballaarat General Cemeteries Trust - Report, 1997.
Bendigo Cemeteries Trust- Repon, 1997.
Building Act 1983 Building Code of Australia - Amendment No. 3.
Minister's exemption certificate under section 9(6)
of the Subordinate Legislation Act 1994 and notice
of the Amendment (Gazette S94, 9 September
1998) (two papers).

Cheltenham and Regional Cemeteries Trust- Report, \997.

PAPERS
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Crown Land (Reserves) Act 1978 - Minister's Order of
20 May 1998 giving approval to granting of lease at Geelong.
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances Act 1981 Standard for the Unifonn Scheduling of Drugs and Poisons,
No. 12, Amendment No. 4, 21 September 1998 and No. 13,
Amendment No. I, 25 August 1998 and Minister's Notice
regarding the amendment, commencement and availability of
the Code (three papers).

Alexandra Planning Scheme - Amendment L43.
Alpine Resorts Planning Scheme - Amendment
VC2.
Ararat Planning Scheme -

Amendment SRI 82.

Ballarat Planning Scheme- Amendments U5,
L40, L41 and SRI 82.

Electoral Commissioner- Report on the Mitcharn District
By-Election, 13 December 1997.

Banyule Planning Scheme - Amendments Ll2,
Ll6to Ll8.

Environment Conservation Council Act 1997 - Minister for
Conservation and Land Management's notices of amendment
of request for the Environment Conservation Council to
investigate Victoria's Marine, Coastal and Estuarine Areas
and Victoria's Box-Ironbark Forests and Woodland Areas.

Bayside Planning Scheme - Amendments L9,
Ll2 and Ll3.

Environment Protection Act 1970 - Order in Council of
25 August 1998 declaring Industrial Waste Management
Policy (Waste Acid Sulfate Soils).
FawknerCrematorium and Memorial Park- Report, 1997.
Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988 - Order in Council of
21 July 1998 adding items to Schedule 2 - List ofTaxa and
Communities of Flora or Fauna which are threatened.
Geelong Cemeteries Trust - Report, 1997.
Interpretation of Legislation Act 1984 - Notice pursuant to
section 32(3Xa) in relation to Statutory Rule No. 80/1998.
Judicial Remuneration Tribuna1- Statement from the
Attorney-General as to reasons for varying certain
recommendations in the Report on Tribunals' Salary and
Allowances, 31 March 1998.
Keilor Cemetery Trust - Reports for the period I July 1995
to 31 December 1996 and 1997 (two papers).
Lilydale Memorial Park and Cemetery Trust - Report, 1997.
Melbourne and Olympic Parks Trust-

Belfast Planning Scheme - Amendment Ll6.
Bendigo - Greater Bendigo Planning SchemeAmendments L74 and L79.
Berwick Planning Scheme - Amendments Ll17,
Ll29, Ll30, Ll35, Ll40 and RLl85.
Boroondara Planning Scheme - Amendments
L34, L55, RLl84 and SRI 82.
Brimbank Planning Scheme - Amendments L45
and L54.
Buloke Planning Scheme - Amendments L5 and
SRI 82.
Campaspe Planning Scheme - Amendments L 19
and SR182.
Campaspe Planning Scheme Amendment
Central Goldfields Planning Scheme Amendment SR182.
Colac Otway Planning Scheme - Amendments
Ll2, Ll3, and SR182.
Corangamite Planning Scheme - Amendment
SR182.

Minister's report of failure to submit 1996-97
report to him within the prescribed period and the
reasons therefor.

Cranboume Planning Scheme - Amendments
Ll89, Ll91, L226 and RL 185 and 186.

Report, 199fr-97.

Dandenong - Greater Dandenong Planning
Scheme-Amendments LI3 and L19.

Memorial Park Cemetery Trust - Report, 1997.

Delatite Planning Scheme - Amendments L 16
and SRI 82.

Mmray-Darling Basin Act 1993 - Approved Schedule D
and E of the Murray Darling Basin Agreement, 12 August
1998, pursuant to section 28(b) of the Act

Doncaster and Templestowe Planning SchemeAmendments Ll30 and Ll36.

Necropolis Trust - Report, 1997.

Euroa Planning Scheme - Amendment SR 182.

Parliamentary Officers Act 1975 - Statements of
appointments, alterations of classifications and of persons
temporarily employed in the Parliamentary departments for
the year 1997-98 (ten papers).

Flinders Planning Scheme - Amendments L 176,
Ll79 and Ll80.
Frankston Planning Scheme - Amendments L I08
and Ll20.

Planning and Environment Act 1987 Notices of approval of the following amendments
to planning schemes:

Geelong - Greater Geelong Planning SchemeAmendments L170, UTI, L223, RI 99, R212,
R220, RLI84, RU02 and SR182.
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Glen Eira Planning Scheme - Amendment L27.
Glenelg Planning Scheme -
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Mortlake Planning Scheme SR182.

Amendment

Morwell Planning Scheme -

Amendment L63.

Amendment SRI 82.

Golden Plains Planning Scheme -

Amendment

LIO.

Moyne Planning Scheme -

Amendment SR 182.

Goulburn Planning Scheme -

Amendment L28.

Narracan Planning Scheme -

Hastings Planning Scheme LI25, Ll27, LI30.

Amendments LI17,

Nillumbik Planning Scheme and LI2.

Hepburn Planning Scheme -

Amendment L4.

Northern Grampians Planning SchemeAmendment SR182.

Hobsons Bay Planning Scheme L6 and SR182.

Amendments L3

Amendments

Orbost Planning Scheme -

Amendment L 12.

Horsharn Planning Scheme -

Amendment L63.

Hume Planning Scheme- Amendments Ll4,
L42, L46, L51, RLI84 and SR182.

Amendment L28.

Pakenharn Planning Scheme - Amendments
Ll19, LI51, LI54, Ll55, LIS7 and LI62.
Port of Melbourne Planning Scheme Amendment U9.

Indigo Planning Scheme - Amendment SRI 82.
Kingston Planning Scheme andL39.

Amendments L37

Port Phillip Planning Scheme and SRI 82.

Amendments L65

Rosedale Planning Scheme Knox Planning Scheme - Amendments L 160,
Ll68, Ll70, Ll73 and RL185.
Lowan Planning Scheme -

Amendment Ll7.

Macedon Ranges Planning SchemeAmendment SR182.
Maribymong Planning Scheme L33 toL36.
Maroondah Planning Scheme L20, U2 and L23.

Amendment L50.

Sale Planning Scheme-Amendment SR182.
Shepparton (Shire) Planning Scheme Amendment SRI 82.
Sherbrooke Planning Scheme Ll09.

Amendment

Amendments
Southern Grampians Planning Scheme Amendment SR182.
Amendments
Stawell (Shire) Planning Scheme -

Amendment

U4.
Melbourne and Yarra Planning Scheme Amendment RLI79.
Melbourne Planning Scheme - Amendments
L249,U61,L301,L303,L312,L318,L321,
L322, RLI83 and SRI 82.
Melton Planning Scheme - Amendments L75
Part 2, L81, L84, 95, L96, L98 and SR182.
Metcalfe Planrung Scheme -

Surf Coast Planning Scheme andR52.

Amendments R44

Traralgon (City) Planning SchemeAmendments L74, L76.

Amendment L8.

Metropolitan Region Planning Scheme Amendments L82 and RL183.
Mitchell Planning Scheme - Amendment SR 182.
Moira Planning Scheme -

Stonnington Planning Scheme - Amendments
L 16, L34, L3S, L40 Part A, L41, L57, L58, L63,
L64, L80 and SR182.

Amendment 20.

Traralgon (Shire) Planning SchemeAmendment L57.
Victoria - State Section Planning Schemes Amendments S64, S70 and S77.
Victoria Planning Provisions VC2andVC3.

Amendments V2,

Monash Planning Scheme - Amendments 41,
Lll, L34, L44, L46, L46A and L47.

Violet Town Planning Scheme -

Amendment L6.

Moonee Valley Planning Scheme L37 and SRI 82.

Warmambool Planning Scheme L29, L30 and SR182.

Amendments

Moreland Planning Scheme L52, L56 and LS7.
Momington Planning Scheme L92.

Amendments

Amendments L28,

Amendment

Warmambool (Shire) Planning SchemeAmendments L 17 and SRI 82.
Werribee Planning Scheme LI24, Ll29 and Ll30.

Amendments L 116,
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Whitehorse Planning Scheme - Amendments L21
Part I, L23 and L34.

Environment Protection Act 1970 - No. 95.
Evidence Act 1958 - No. 70.

Whittlesea Planning Scheme - Amendments
L156, L160 to L164, L167, RLI84 and SR182.
Wodonga (Rural City) Planning Scheme Amendment L21.

Financial Institutions Duty Act 1982 - No. 90.
Financial Management Act 1994 - No. 77.
Fireanns Act 1996 - Nos. 89 and 112.

Woorayl Planning Scheme - Amendments L58
and L59.

Forests Act 1958 - No. 53.

Yarm Planning Scheme- Amendments L47,
L50, L51, 1.68, 1.69, L76, RL183 and SR182.

Gaming Machine Control Act 1991 - Nos. 108
and 109.

Yarm Ranges Planning Scheme - Amendments
L83, L88, L89, L93 to L95 and L98.

Health Act 1958 - No. 57.
Introduction Agents Act 1997 - No. 75.

Preston General Cemetery - Report, I July 1995 to
31 December 1996.

Land Tax Act 1958 - No. 63.

Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1986 -

Magistrates' Court Act 1989 - Nos. 68, 106 and
107.

Revocation of Code of Practice for the Housing of
Caged Birds, 6 March 1990; and
Code of Practice for the Housing of Caged Birds
(Revision No. I), 21 July 1998.

Magistrates' Court Act 1989 - Interpretation of
Legislation Act 1984 - No. 92.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board ofWorlcs Act
1958-No.113.

Public Sector Management and Employment Act 1998Public Employment Commissioner's Directions, I July 1998
pw-suant to section 40 of the Act (six papers).

Mental Health Act 1986 - No. 120.

Psychologists Registration Board - Minister for Health's
report of 26 August 1998 of receipt of the 1997 report.

National Parlcs Act 1975 - No. 54.

Queen Victoria Medical Centre (Guarantees) Act 1982Treasurer's notice of guarantees executed, 6 June 1998.
South Eastem Regional Waste Management Group Financial statements, 1996-97.
Statutory Rules under the following Acts of Parliament:
Accident Compensation Act 1985 - Accident
Compensation (Worlccover Insurance) Act 1993 No. 88.
Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals (Control of
Use) Act 1992-No.1I1.

Motor Car Traders Act 1986- Nos. 56 and 114.

Patriotic Funds Act 1958 - No. 91.
Physiotherapists Act 1978 - No. 62.
Planning and Environment Act 1987 - No 115.
Residential Tenancies Act 1997 - Nos. 76 and 79.
Retail Tenancies Refonn Act 1998 - No. 82.
Retirement Villages Act 1986 - No. 55.
Road Safety Act 1986 - Nos. 58,65,81, 104 and
116.
Rural Finance Act 1988 - No. 83.

Associations Incorporation Act 1981 -

No. 103.
State Electricity Commission Act 1958 - No. 99.

Audit Act 1994 - No. 64.
State Superannuation Act 1988 - No. 78.
Building Act 1993 - No. 80.
Cemeteries Act 1958 - Nos. 96 and 98.
Children's Services Act 1996 - No. 59.
Confiscation Act 1997 - No. 67.

Subordinate Legislation Act 1994 and 97.

Nos. 61, 69

Supreme Court Act 1986 - Nos. 60, 71, 100, 110
and 121.

Control of Weapons Act 1990 - No. 105.

Supreme Court Act 1986 - Administration and
Probate Act 1958 - No 72.

County Court Act 1958 - Nos. 85 and 102.

Tobacco Act 1987-No.119.

Court Security Act 1980 - No. 10 I.

Transport Accident Act 1986 - Nos. 66 and 86.

Debits Tax Act 1990-No. 84.

Transport Superannuation Act 1988 -

No. 118.
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Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal Act
1998 - Nos. 87 and 93.
Victorian Plantations Corporation Act 1993 - No.
117.
Water Act 1989- No. 94.
Water Industry Act 1994 - No. 73.
Zoological Parks and Gardens Act 1995 - No. 74.
Subordinate Legislation Act 1994 Ministers' exception certificates under section 8(4)
in respect of Statutory Rule Nos. 54,60,68,69, 71,
72, 74, 85, 87, 92, 93, 97, 100, 102, 107, 110 and
12111998.
Ministers' exemption certificates under section
9(6) in respect of Statutory Rules Nos. 55, 57, 58,
62, 66, 70, 73, 76, 78, 81, 83, 84, 86, 88 to 90, 94,
96,98,101,109,111,114,115, 117to 11911998.
Templestowe Cemetery Trust- Report, 1997.
Tertiary Education Act 1993 - Minister's Order of 14 JUly
1998 pursuant to section 10 of the Act.
WerribeeCemeteryTrust-Report, I July 1995 to
31 December 1996.

Proclamations of His Excellency the Governor in
Council or the Lieutenant-Governor fixing operative
dates in respect of the following Acts:
Accident Compensation (Further Amendment) Act 1996Sections 21 and 32 - 1 July 1998 (Gazette No. G25, 25 June
1998); section 23 - 13 July 1998 (Gazette No. G27, 9 July
1998).
Agriculrure Acts (Amendment) Act 1998 - Section 6I October 1998 (Gazette No. G38, 24 September 1998).
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Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances (Amendment) Act
1997 - Sections 5 and 6 - I October 1998 (Gazette
No 032, 13 August 1998).
Fireanns (Amendment) Act 1998 - Remaining provisions
( except for paragraphs (c), (e) and (g) of section 40) - 6
August 1998 (Gazette No. G27, 9 July 1998); Paragraphs (c),
(e) and (g) of section 40 - 7 September 1998 (Gazette
~o. G35, 3 September 1998).
Gaming Acts (Miscellaneous Amendment) Act 1997 Section 20 - 30 June 1998 (Gazette No. G25, 25 June 1998);
remaining provisions (except section 33) - 31 August 1998
(Gazette No. G34, 27 August 1998).
Land (Reservations and Other Matters) Act 1997 - Section 6
and item 4 of Schedule 1; section 16, item 16 of Schedule I
and 10 - 12 August 1998 (Gazette No. G31, 6 August

1998).
Motor Car Traders (Amendment) Act 1996 - Section 13(2)
and remaining provisions - 22 June 1998 (Gazette No. G21,
28 May 1998).
Parks Victoria Act 1998 - Remaining provisions - 3 July
1998 (Gazette No. G26, 2 July 1998).
Property Law (Amendment) Act 1998 - Remaining
provisions - 29 June 1998 (Gazette No. G25, 25 June 1998).
Public Sector Management and Employment Act 1998 Remaining provisions - I July 1998 (Gazette No. G25,
25 June 1998).
Rail Corporations (Amendment) Act 1997 - Sections 25, 40
and 57, remaining provisions of Division 2 of Part 2 and
Divisions 3 and 8 of Part 2 - I I June 1998 (Gazette No.
G23, 11 June 1998).
Rail Corporations (Amendment) Act 1998 - Part 2 (except
sections 10, 13 and 14) - I I June 1998 (Gazette No. G23,
1 I June 1998).
Residential Tenancies Act 1997 - Remaining provisions 1 July 1998 (Gazette No. G24, 18 June 1998).

Ambulance Services (Amendment) Act 1998 - Sections
6(1),6(2) (except for paragraphs (a) and (c) to (f), 7(1) 8 to
10 and 14(2) - 30 June 1998 (Gazette No. G25, 25 June
1998).

Retail Tenancies Reform Act 1998 - Remaining
provisions - I July 1998 (Gazette No. G24, 18 June 1998).

Building (Amendment) Act 1998 - Section 12 - 20 July
1998 (Gazette No. G28, 16 July 1998).

Sentencing and Other Acts (Amendment) Act 1997 Section 43 -- 11 June 1998 (Gazette No. G23, I t June 1998).

Business Licensing Authority Act 1998 - Remaining
provisions - I July 1998 (Gazette No. G24, 18 June 1998).

State Taxation (Amendment) Act 1998 - Section 101 July 1998 (Gazette No. G24, 18 June 1998); section 3 2 I July 1998 (Gazette No. S74, 21 July 1998).

Children's Services Act 1996 - Remaining provisions I June 1998 (Gazette No. G21, 28 May 1998).
Confiscation Act 1997 - Remaining provisions 1998 (Gazette No. G25, 25 June 1998).

1 July

Crimes (Sexual Offences) Act 1991 - Section 9 1998 (Gazette No. G25, 25 June 1998).

I July

Docklands Authority Act 1991 - Section 31 - 20 July 1998
(Gazette No. G28, 16 July 1998).

State Trustees (Amendment) Act 1998 - Section IOI July 1998 (Gazette No. G24, 18 June 1998).
Tribunals and Licensing Authorities (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Act 1998 - Remaining provisions (except
section 244(2) and item 109 of Schedule 1) - I July 1998
(Gazette No. G24, 18 June 1998).
Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal Act 1998 Remaining provisions - I July 1998 (Gazette No. G24,
18 June 1998).
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Victorian Plantations Corporation (Amendment) Act 1998 Sections 5 and 11 - 25 June 1998; remaining provisions26 June 1998 (Gazette No. G25, 25 June 1998).

federal funding because of its very high native
grassland values. This will the largest representation
of this particular grassland type in the reserve system.

Wills Act 1997 - Remaining provisions (Gazette No. G28, 16 July 1998).

Additional reserve areas in East Gippsland

20 July 1998

NATIONAL PARKS (AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading

Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

This bill complements the Parks Victoria Bill and also
makes several significant additions to the park and
reserve system.

Role of secretary and director
The National Parks (Amendment) Bill establishes the
secretary, on behalf of the government, as the
purchaser of park management services from Parks
Victoria for those areas managed under the National
Parks Act. Parks Victoria will continue to manage the
state's national parks under these arrangements.
In doing so, the secretary assumes most of the
Director of National Parks' functions and powers
under the National Parks Act. The director will have a
key role to advise the minister and secretary on the
management of parks, including, but not limited to,
parks policy, management plans and agreements
relating to the management of parks. The National
Parks Advisory Council will also remain as an adviser
to the minister.

New park and reserve areas
The bill creates Terrick Terrick National Park and
adds several significant areas, totalling some 9500
hectares, to the state's magnificent system of parks
and other conservation reserves.
Terrick Terrick National Park

The creation of Terrick Terrick National Park is an
important part of the government's 1996 election
commitment to a parks expansion initiative, including
the establishment of a grassland and grassy woodland
reserve system. The 3770-hectare park will be a major
reserve in the largely cleared northern plains and will
include the existing Terrick Terrick State Park with its
granite outcrops and significant remnant of plains
grassy woodland, together with 1277 hectares of
freehold which was recently acquired with state and

Three significant areas in East Gippsland will be
reserved - the addition of Ellery Creek to
Erinunderra National Park, and the creation of the
Martins Creek and Goolengook Flora and Fauna
Reserves under the Crown Land (Reserves) Act. This
will implement a significant key commitment
contained in the East Gippsland Regional Forest
Agreement which was signed by the Premier and the
Prime Minister in February 1997. These areas contain
significant conservation values which contribute to
Victoria meeting nationally agreed targets for the
reservation of damp and wet old-growth forest values
and enhanced protection of rainforest and
box-ironbark forest in East Gippsland.
Other park additions

Two areas covering 204 hectares which were
purchased with the assistance of federal funding will
be added to Kamarooka State Park. These two areas
will further consolidate this significant conservation
area in central Victoria north ofBendigo. In addition,
as a result of a generous bequest, an area of
19 hectares near Pomonal containing a valuable
vegetation community will be added to the Grampians
National Park.
Basalt Hill Quarry

Basalt Hill Quarry is a significant quarry located in the
Alpine National Park adjacent to the Bogong High
Plains Road. The quarry was a major source of stone
during the construction of the Kiewa hydro-electric
scheme in the 1950s and has been periodically used
since that time for maintenance of the scheme and
adjacent roadworks. In 1979 and 1983 the Land
Conservation Council recommended that the quarry
continue to be used for the production of stone as
required by the State Electricity Commission and
other government authorities, and this is reflected in
the park management plan.
The bill will enable a work authority to be issued for
the quarry under the Extractive Industries
Development Act 1995. Quarrying activities by the
new owners of Southern Hydro will be subject to an
approved extraction and rehabilitation plan which
includes a variety of conditions to protect park values
and provide for the long-term rehabilitation of the
area.
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no longer has need for the land. The revocation will
allow for the disposal of the land.

Conclusion
The bill is an important part of the government's
refonn program for park management, complementing
the Parks Victoria Bill. Through the reservation of
further areas, the bill will also enhance Victoria's
world-class system of parks and reserves.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Hon. PAT POWER
(Jika Jika).

Debate adjourned until next day.

LAND (REVOCATION OF
RESERVATIONS) BILL
Second reading

Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) -

I move:

That this bill be now read a second time.

The bill provides for the revocation of permanent
reservations of lands described in the schedules to the
bill. The bill removes these reservations either to
facilitate disposal or because the purpose of the
reservation is no longer appropriate for the existing
use of the land. I now turn to the particulars of the bill.
Clauses 1 and 2 relate to the purpose of the of the bill
and its commencement. Clause 3 of the bill deals with
Crown land occupied by the East Gippsland College
of TAPE in Main Street, Baimsdale. Due to a
misunderstanding over boundaries the college has
erected buildings over approximately 1750 square
metres of an adjoining public recreation reserve and
also() a small portion of a public purposes reserve
which is currently used as a college car park and
forms part of the frontage of the Mitchell River. The
college is considering redevelopment of the campus
and wishes to ensure that the areas occupied by the
college are appropriately reserved. The bill revokes
the permanent reservations to the extent of the
encroachment and the land will be re-reserved for
education purposes.
Clause 4 of the bill deals with an area of land of
approximately 0.9 hectares permanently reserved for
watering and camping purposes located adjacent to the
Western Highway and the Korkuperrimul Creek near
Bacchus Marsh. The land was originally used in the
distant past by drovers. It is currently under the
management of Western Water which advises that it

Clause 5 deals with a portion of land of approximately
0.4 hectares located on the corner of Hay Street and
Canterbury Road, Box Hill and reserved for use as a
shire hall. The land has been used until recently as a
pound by the council. The revocation will allow for
the disposal of the land. The site contains a dwelling
of some historic value that the council has given a
commitment to protect through the planning scheme.
Clauses 6 and 7 of the bill contain provisions which
are generally applicable to land bills of this type and
which detail the consequences of revocation and
provide for the Registrar-General and the Registrar of
Titles to make the necessary amendments to titles.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Hon. PAT POWER
(Jika Jika).

Debate adjourned until next day.

PHYSIOTHERAPISTS REGISTRA nON
BILL
Second reading
For Bon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health),
Hon. R. M. Hallam (Minister for Finance) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

Current legislation governing physiotherapists - the
Physiotherapists Act 1978 - has been much amended.
The present Physiotherapists Act reflects a traditional
model put in place for physiotherapists in 1978. That
model has already been replaced in legislation dealing
with nurses, medical practitioners, chiropractors,
osteopaths, optometrists and podiatrists by a more
modern statutory model. Some of the shortcomings of
the current act include that the board is not
incorporated, the lack of a statutory definition of
unprofessional conduct, closed inquiries and restriction
on use of certain titles and appliances and methods
which by today's standards are anti-competitive. It is
the intention of this Physiotherapists Registration Bill to
remedy these situations and adopt the statutory model
for the regulation of health professionals as has already
been adopted for chiropractors, osteopaths and
podiatrists.
It is also the intention of this Physiotherapists
Registration Bill to bring Victoria's legislation into line
with the national competition policy principles. The
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primary pUrpose of registration should be to protect the
public rather than to promote the interests of the
profession concerned. Accordingly, as well as
remedying flaws in current legislation, this bill has been
developed with the protection of the public in mind
The bill establishes a new Physiotherapists Registration
Board which is to have seven members. The board will
have four members with physiotherapy expertise, a
lawyer and two persons who are not physiotherapists.
The new Physiotherapists Registration Board
introduces two persons with a community perspective
onto the board.
The board will be incorporated and independent of
government. It will have the capacity to employ its own
staff and contract in its own name. The board will be
responsible for the registration of physiotherapists and
for investigations into the professional conduct of
registered physiotherapists. This is a core area of the
bill. I do not propose to outline these provisions in
detail. They are designed to ensure that:
the board has sufficient power to investigate
allegations of misconduct against physiotherapists;
board hearings are more open than is presently the
case;
rights to attend hearings and make submissions are
given to complainants;

Tuesday, 6 October 1998

The bill includes a power for the Physiotherapists
Registration Board to require evidence from registrants
of adequate arrangements for professional indemnity
insurance as a condition of initial registration and
renewal of registration.
A further change brought in by this bill is the freeing up
of restrictions upon the advertisement of physiotherapy
services. The bill will permit advertising of
physiotherapy services in general but will make it an
offence for any person, including a corporate body and
the managers of such a body, to advertise physiotherapy
services in a manner which is false, misleading or
deceptive.
I now wish to make a statement under section 85(5) of
the Constitution Act 1975 of the reasons for altering or
varying that section by clause 52(3) of this bill.
Clause 86 expresses the intention of clause 52(3) to
alter or vary section 85 of the Constitution Act 1975.
Clause 52(3) of the bill operates to alter or vary
section 85 of the Constitution Act 1975 by providing
that no action for defamation lies against the board or
its members for giving a notice under clause 52(1).
Clause 52(1) requires the board to notify any
determination to impose conditions, limitations or
restrictions on the practice of a physiotherapist, suspend
or cancel the registration of a physiotherapist:

investigations into professional conduct are
conducted fairly and natural justice provisions are
included for any physiotherapist whose actions are
under scrutiny; and

to registration authorities in other states and
territories and in New Zealand;

suitable review mechanisms are included.

to the Health Services Commissioner;

The bill makes it an offence for anyone who is not a
registered physiotherapist to use the titles 'registered
physiotherapist' or 'registered physical therapist'. The
title 'registered physical therapist' has been restricted
because it is the title that is used by the physiotherapy
profession in the United States and other countries and
is widely accepted internationally as describing th~
practice of physiotherapy.
However, there are other professions which use the
term 'physical therapy' to describe their practice. For
example, the osteopathic profession has defmed
osteopathy in its literature as a form of physical
therapy. It is not intended that the board prosecute
under these provisions persons who refer to the words
'physical therapy' as part of the definition of their
practice but who do not adopt the titles 'physical
therapist' or 'registered physical therapist', or list
physical therapy as a discrete service they provide.

in the Government Gazette;

to the employer of the physiotherapist, where that
physiotherapist is an employee; and
to a physiotherapist registration authority outside
Australia if the board has received a request for
information about the physiotherapist from that
authority.
The purposes of the act will not be fulfilled if
physiotherapists whose practice has been restricted or
who have been suspended or deregistered can continue
to practise either in Victoria or elsewhere because
notice of the board's action has not been communicated
to the relevant authorities. This provision is essential to
ensure that the board and its members can
communicate vital information to the relevant
authorities without the threat of civil action for
defamation against them.
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I am confident this bill will ensure the continuing
provision of responsive high quality physiotherapy
services to all Victorians.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Hon. M. M. GOULD
(Doutta Galla).
Debate adjourned until later this day.
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are excessive. I draw members' attention to the fact that
the by-election in February this year to fill the
extraordinary vacancy created by the resignation of
Cr Bardas cost the Melbourne City Council around
$250000.
Recently the Greater Geelong City Council was elected
on the same basis as the Melbourne City Council that is, five councillors were elected at large by
proportional representation and four ward councillors
were elected by the first-past-the-post method. The
concerns which have been raised at the Melbourne City
Council could similarly be raised at the Greater
Geelong City Council.

Second reading

Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) - I
move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The government has made significant changes to local
government over the past few years. This bill
introduces a number of changes to the Local
Government Act 1989 which will ensure that councils
remain accountable to their communities and will
inCTease their operational efficiency.
The bill includes amendments which will address
concerns regarding the filling of extraordinary
vacancies for councillors on the Melbourne City
Council and other councils which are constituted with
bo1l:h at-large and ward councillors, improve other
electoral provisions of the act, ensure that councils'
lo~l !aws comply with national competition policy
pnnclples and make other changes to improve the
operation of the Local Government Act 1989.
Extraordinary vacancies - Melbourne City
Council and Greater Geelong City Council

I turn first to the provisions relating to the filling of
extraordinary vacancies for councillors elected for a
district on the Melbourne City Council and the Greater
Geelong City Council.
For some time concern has been expressed about the
requirement for a by-election to fill an extraordinary
vacancy of a district-wide councillor on the Melbourne
City Council. It has been argued by a number of
organisations, including the Australian Electoral
Commission, that the holding of a by-election is
inappropriate because it is inconsistent with the
principles of proportional representation and with
accepted methods of filling an extraordinary vacancy
where a proportional representation system applies. It
has also been noted that the costs necessarily involved

It is proposed to introduce a countback of votes to fill
an extraordinary vacancy of an at-large councillor. The
system is used for the ACT and Tasmanian
parliamentary elections, for council elections in
Tasmania and Western Australia and for ATSIC
Regional Council casual vacancies. In making these
changes the government has adopted proposals put to it
by the Melbourne City Council and the Australian
Electoral Commission. The proposals are the result of
extensive research and consultation with interested
parties.
Other electoral provisions

It is proposed to make other changes to the electoral
provisions of the act to improve the operation and
efficiency of councils. Many of these changes were
suggested by the Australian Electoral Commission the
Victorian Electoral Commission and councils as a ~ult
of the March 1997 elections.
The bill contains some significant principles while
others are essentially of a machinery nature.
The act currently requires that a by-election be held
within 60 days of an extraordinary vacancy. In practice
many councils have sought an extension of time for a
by-election as they have been unable to meet the
60- day deadline or it falls on an inappropriate day such
as Boxing Day, Grand Final day or the day of a state or
federal election. Moreover, the electoral roll is now
required to be updated only at the time of council
elections and where a poll is to be conducted This
means that a roll could well be more than two years out
of date at the time of a by-election.
It is accordingly proposed to introduce amendments
requiring that a by-election be held 90 days after an

extraordinary vacancy. Further, the electoral roll will be
required to be updated for all by-elections unless the
by-election is to be held at the same time as a general
election. These proposals should allow councils
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sufficient time within which to conduct the by-election
and update the roll.

to include specified performance measures in their
corporate plans.

The provisions regarding the content of ballot papers
are being amended so that a ballot paper must not
contain any reference to the allegiance of a candidate to
any political party or cause. This amendment will not
apply to a candidate's name. The provisions will bring
council elections in line with elections at both federal
and state level.

National competition policy and local laws

There is presently no limit on the number of recounts
which may be sought. The bill introduces a restriction
on the number of recounts of votes to one at the
instigation of the returning officer and one at the
request of any candidate. The Municipal Electoral
Tribunal can also direct that a recount be held
The bill extends the restrictions on who can be a
scrutineer so that a person cannot be appointed a
scrutineer by a body that is conducting the election.
The bill amends various electoral provisions including:
removing the requirement to comply with a
prescribed form and to instead require the provision
of information as set out in the regulations;
extending the provisions in the act relating to
disadvantaged voters seeking assistance when postal
voting;
clarifying that a general election of councillors of all
councils must be held on the third Saturday in
March, unless that Saturday happens to fall on Easter
Saturday, in which case the election will be held on
the second Saturday in March in that year;

The government has made a commitment to comply
with national competition policy (NCP) and has signed
an agreement which also applies to local government.
In particular the Victorian government statement on the
application of national competition policy to local
government provides that from I July 1997 all new
local laws made by councils must comply with
competition principles and all existing local laws must
be reviewed for compliance by June 1999.
Accordingly, the bill amends the act to ensure that
councils' local laws comply with NCP principles and
extends the grounds for revocation of a local law to
include non-compliance with the principles. In this way
councils will necessarily be more accountable to their
communities as, prior to introducing a local law,
councils will need to ensure that the local law does not
restrict competition unless it can be demonstrated that
the benefits of the restriction to the community as a
whole outweigh the costs, and that the objectives of the
local law can only be achieved by restricting
competition.

Housekeeping
The bill also includes minor statute law revision
measures to correct an error in schedule 12 of the act
and to replace an outdated reference to 'Local
Government Board' with 'local government panel'.

I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Hon. PAT POWER

extending the number of days for the conduct of an
election from 30 to 31; and

(Jika Jika).

Debate adjourned until later this day.

providing that notices of candidature will now be
able to be received at a place specified by the
returning officer.

PRINTERS AND NEWSPAPERS (REPEAL)
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Performance measures
Second reading
The government has previously introduced a number of
measures and has been working closely with councils to
improve annual reporting requirements and enhance
councils' accountability to their communities. As part
of this process performance measures are being
developed which will assist in the assessment of
councils' performance in relation to their business
plans. Thus, consistently with these developments, the
bill provides that the regulations may require councils

Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small
Business) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The bill repeals the Printers and Newspapers Act 1958
and re-enacts an amended version of the identification
requirements in the Wrongs Act 1958.
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The Printers and Newspapers Act can be traced back to
times when printing and publishing documents was a
very different business to that which it is today.
Modelled on English laws of the late 18th and early
19th centuries this act largely reflects its predecessor
the Printers and Newspapers Registration Statute of
1864. The aim of the act was to ensure that those who
printed or distributed seditious or blasphemous libels
could be identified and penalised, while also enabling
parties in civil actions to identify the printer and
publisher of printed material. To achieve these aims the
act prescribes a number of matters including requiring
persons who own printing presses, and publishers and
printers of newspapers, to register their details with the
Registrar-General.

Registration requirements
The time for such registration requirements is now long
gone. In particular the advent of electronic forms of
word processing and copying means that the
requirement for registration of printing presses is of
little effect as most machines used to print documents
today would not be considered as printing presses or
types for printing and hence are not required to comply
with the registration requirement.
For those who print or publish a newspaper the act
requires that in addition to registering with the
Registrar-General they must appear before a magistrate
or judge with two sureties and enter into a $600
undertaking. This undertaking may be relied upon in
the event that a fine or penalty is imposed for printing a
seditious or blasphemous libel. These requirements are
of little effect today and impose an unnecessary burden
on relevant businesses.
In line with the government's commitment to abolish
unnecessary business regulations, the bill repeals these
registration and associated requirements. This is
supported by various professional organisations and
defamation experts who have been consulted, and is
consistent with the approach taken interstate when
similar acts have been reviewed in relatively recent
times.

Identification requirements
In addition to the registration requirements, the act
requires printers, and newspaper publishers, to identify
their name and address on publications which are
distributed, sold or displayed to the public. The printer
is then required to retain the document for a period of
time and to record on a copy the name of the person
who engaged them to do the printing. Such
requirements ensure that those persons responsible for
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producing documents which are distributed to the
public can be traced.
To promote accountability by those who produce
documents for sale, distribution or display to the public,
the bill re-enacts an amended version of this
identification requirement. Most organisations and
defamation experts who have been consulted support
the re-enactment of such a requirement as they agree
that anonymous publication is not desirable.
The bill shifts the responsibility for identification from
the printer to the publisher, as it is the publisher who
has the control over the contents of the document. The
requirement relates to all documents which are
produced for public distribution, sale or display except
those which are representations of works of art. To
avoid inadvertent non-compliance however, the
requirement is minimal. Those who produce such
documents must simply ensure that there is sufficient
information to enable the publisher to be traced. The
name and address of the publisher will of course be
sufficient to comply and I hope that this would continue
to be the usual information supplied. Less information
than this will also comply if it enables the publisher to
be traced.
The bill removes an archaic piece of legislation from
the statute books and enacts a requirement which will
promote accountable behaviour by those who publish
documents to the public. The requirement is not
onerous and will ensure that those who are interested in
a publication can identify its source without difficulty.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned for Hon. D. A. NARDELLA
(Melbourne North) on motion of Hon. Pat Power.
Debate adjourned until next day.

CLASSIFICATION (pUBLICATIONS,
FILMS AND COMPUTER GAMES)
(ENFORCEMENT) (AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading

Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small
Business) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

Victoria participates in a national classification scheme
for the classification of films, publications and
computer games. Under this scheme, the participating
states and territories adopt the classification decisions
of the Classification Board established by the
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Commonwealth Classification (Publications, Films and
Computer Games) Act 1995 - the commonwealth act.
The commonwealth act sets out the types of
classification for publications, films and computer
games. There are a number of classification ratings
under the national scheme. Items which are classified as
X or Refused Classification are banned in all states.
The Victorian Classification (Publications, Films and
Computer Games) (Enforcement) Act 1995 provides
for the enforcement of classification decisions made by
the Classification Board in respect of films,
publications and computer games.

I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned for Hon. D. A.l'IARDELLA
(Melbourne North) on motion of Hon. Pat Power.
Debate adjourned until next day.

FUNDRAISING APPEALS BILL
Second reading
Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small
Business) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

Currently, if a publication receives a
Category I-Restricted classification it may be sold only
to persons 18 years of age and over and it is required to
be sold in sealed wrappers. Children regularly go into
shops where such material is sold The covers contain
pictures and images to which children ought not be
exposed. It is intended that such material be only
permitted to be sold in sealed plain opaque wrappers.
The bill also creates new offences for:
selling a commercial quantity of films classified X,
or films, publications or computer games which have
been refused classification; and
possessing or copying a commercial quantity of
films classified X, or films, publications or computer
games which have been refused classification, with
the intention of selling, exhibiting or demonstrating
the material.
The bill provides that a commercial quantity will be
constituted by 50 items.
These new offences will enable the most serious
existing offences in the act to be effectively enforced
where offences are occurring on a commercial scale.
The penalties which attach to the new offences reflect
the seriousness with which the government views
commercial dealings in illegal films, publications and
computer games. Selling a commercial quantity of
films which have been refused classification will be
punishable by a maximum of 10 years imprisonment
and a corporation may be fined up to $600 000.
The bill also provides for more effective forfeiture
procedures which will enable materials seized at the
same time and from the same premises as a commercial
quantity of illegal materials, to be forfeited to the
Crown without it being necessary for every film,
publication or computer game to be classified before
forfeiture may be ordered by a court.

The Fundraising Appeals Act 1984 lays down a
framework under which fundraisers are made
accountable for money donated for a range of charitable
and community purposes by the citizens of Victoria. As
time has passed, certain deficiencies in the legislation
have become apparent. It is these deficiencies which the
bill seeks to address.
In essence the bill seeks to ensure that public
confidence in this important industry is maintained. The
government acknowledges the worthy contribution
fundraisers make to our society and the assistance they
have given to impoverished people overseas. The bill
will ensure that fundraisers seeking donations from the
public apply appropriate standards in relation to the
handling and banking of monies, and produce and keep
adequate records to show from where funds have been
raised and how they have been expended.

The act currently exempts a large range of bodies and
persons, including schools, churches and hospitals,
from most of the provisions of the act. This exemption
includes the requirement to keep records for inspection
by the public and inspectors appointed by the minister
under the act.
Although the differentiation between exempt and
non-exempt persons and bodies is maintained in the
bill, the number of groups exempted has been reduced.
The bill will make a number of bodies, previously
exempt under the current act, subject to reporting and
record-keeping requirements. These groups include
incorporated associations, sporting bodies, companies
and organisations for which the $2 tax deductibility on
donations applies. Some of these bodies have caused
problems under the existing act and pose an
unnecessary risk to the donating public because they
are not required to record the receipt or expenditure of
donations. It is therefore considered appropriate to
tighten the safeguards and impose more stringent
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record-keeping requirements on such bodies to ensure
public accountability in this area.
The new reporting and record-keeping requirements are
a balance between providing sufficient information to
the public as to where their donations have gone
without unduly burdening fundraisers.
Key features of the bill include a new provision
enabling the minister to apply to the Magistrates' Court
for an order for the retrieval and disposal of funds
raised in contravention of the act or not applied for the
purposes or objects of the appeal in question. This
means that if funds have been improperly used to
purchase, for example, a vehicle, the court can order the
disposal of this vehicle in accordance with the objects
of the appeal, provided that it is not held by a third
party who obtained it in good faith and for value from
the person who misused the funds in question.
The bill authorises inspectors to enter and view records
required to be kept under the act at business premises
during business hOUTS. However, inspectors may enter a
residence only with the consent of the occupier. If the
occupier refuses this request, inspectors will only be
able to search for and inspect records by obtaining a
search warrant.
Of key interest to members of the public will be the
additional requirements placed on fundraisers who
solicit moneys in the street or who canvass for
contributions by telephone or through electronic means.
The Office of Fair Trading and Business Affairs has
been aware of public concern about donating to
charities and other bodies whose collectors are paid for
their services, in contrast to those who are unpaid
collectors who simply donate their time to the cause in
question.
The bill therefore requires street collectors to wear
badges that prominently indicate whether they are paid
or unpaid This is in addition to the information already
required on such badges, such as identifying for whom
the appeal is being run, the fundraising body, the
collector's name and so on.

In the case of telephone canvassers, including those
who seek to sell items on behalf of a fundraiser, and
canvassing through electronic means, such persons
must disclose the fact that they are paid and by whom
they are employed, in addition to indicating on whose
behalf the appeal is being conducted. In this way should
complaints arise, such as, for example, allegations of
harassment, they can be directed to the commercial
fundraiser if this is the body conducting the appeal, as
well as to the body on whose behalf the appeal is being
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conducted Problems associated with a commercial
fundraiser holding itself out as the body to benefit from
the fundraising will therefore be avoided
The public are further protected by a new provision
aimed at preventing the making of false or misleading
statements by persons seeking donations. By this means
it is expected that some of the more extravagant claims
made by a small group of fundraisers which have given
the public cause for complaint will be curtailed.
The bill also includes new provisions relating to record
keeping and labelling requirements for clothing bins.
Since the original act came into operation there has
been a tremendous growth in the clothing bin industry.
Clothing recycling is big business with sales in
Australia and overseas raising millions of dollars.
Today many charitable organisations rely on recycled
clothing to finance a large proportion of their welfare
activities. The success of the clothing recycling
business has led to many private operators competing
with charitable organisations for a share of the market,
and to some charitable organisations allowing private
operators to use their names without the public being
aware of the arrangements.

In Victoria alone there are currently 6000 clothing bins
and the proceeds raised from donations to these
clothing bins were approximately $38 million last year.
The growth in the industry has led to the proposed
requirements for clothing bins. The bill will require
fundraisers to keep records as to the total amounts
raised from donations to clothing bins, and if a
commercial operator is used to collect or process
donations, a fundraiser must disclose what percentage
of the proceeds of the donations was paid to the
commercial operator. Labelling requirements for
clothing bins will also be set out in regulations to
ensure the public are made aware of the body to whom
they are donating and to ensure that fundraisers disclose
any commercial arrangement they have in relation to
the bins.
The state government believes this series of relatively
simple but significant amendments will ensure that
public confidence in this important industry is
maintained without being unduly onerous on
fundraisers who are often unpaid and whose sole
motivation is usually to benefit others less fortunate
than themselves.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned for Hon. D A. NARDELLA
(Melbourne North) on motion of Hon. Pat Power.
Debate adjourned until next day.
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ROAD SAFETY (AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The main purpose of the bill is to facilitate the adoption
in Victoria of national road transport laws that have
been, and are continuing to be, developed by the
National Road Transport Commission. The
commission was established by the commonwealth and
the states to give effect to intergovernmental
agreements on heavy vehicles and light vehicles, which
are now set out in the schedule to the National Road
Transport Commission Act 1991 of the commonwealth.
The agreements were adopted as part of the
micro-economic reforms that were initiated by the
special Premiers conferences of 1991 and 1992.
The present govemment has been a strong supporter of
the moves towards national uniformity of heavy vehicle
charges and the adoption nationally of uniform laws
governing the operation of vehicles on the road system.
The objective of these uniform measures is to improve
the safety and efficiency of road transport and to reduce
the costs of administration. These measures will in
turn, increase the competitiveness of Australian '
industry. An additional benefit to the state in giving
effect to the substance of the national laws is that
competition grants are payable by the commonwealth
to the state as a result of progress being made in the
implementation of the national road transport laws.
The present government has already made substantial
progress in the adoption of the national laws. It has,
over the past three years, implemented the substance of
the following national provisions:
heavy vehicle registration charges;
heavy vehicle standards;
road transport of dangerous goods;
the load restraint guide and mass and loading
regulations;
provisions relating to oversize and over-mass
vehicles and restricted access vehicles; and
uniform bus driving hours.
The bill will facilitate the adoption of further national
uniformity measures, including those relating to vehicle
registration, driver licensing, fatigue management for

truck drivers, and the Australian road rules. The
Australian road rules have already been the subject of
public consultation at the national level and are row
being finalised by the National Road Transport
Commission. The bill therefore dispenses with tl:e need
for a Victorian regulatory impact statement for
regulations that are intended to phase in the Austalian
road rules.
With regard to vehicle registration, the national
proposals relate only to heavy vehicles. Howeve:, it is
proposed to apply them to all vehicles in Victoria in the
interests of administrative efficiency. It is unders:ood
that other states are likely to follow suit.
The maximum court fines for using an unregistered
vehicle on a highway are being increased in line with
the national provisions. As with other national
proposals, the maximum fine for a company or other
body corporate is five times the fine for an individual. It
should be noted that the courts have additional
sentencing powers in the case of individuals in that they
can also cancel or suspend a driver's licence.
As a consequence of the adoption of the national
measures the separate provisions in the Road Safety
Act for the regulation of recreation vehicles are hein a
repealed. These vehicles will be dealt with as a soecific
registration category under the regulations.
.
The bill will also provide for improvements in the
operation of a number of other aspects of the law
relating to road users and the road system. These relate
to:
the power of the police to move obstructing vehicles;
relicensing of persons convicted of manslaughter
and other serious offences arising out of the use of a
motor vehicle while affected by alcohol or drugs;
ensuring that persons who do not hold a Victorian
licence can be dealt with under the licence loss
infringement notice procedure; and
removal of redundant provisions concerning tractor
permits.
Obstructing vehicles
The police have various powers under the act and
regulations to deal with vehicles causing obstruction.
However, the powers do not at present allow the police
to move a vehicle parked illegally across the entrance to
a private drive. A new section is being inserted into the
act to draw together the various powers in this area and
to overcome the deficiency concerning private drives.
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The bill also provides for recovery of any costs
reasonably incurred by the police in exercising these
powers.
Relicensing after serious offences

The Road Safety Act contains stringent measures to
ensure that convicted drink drivers are not relicensed
unless assessment reports are provided to the court to
show that they are able to control the use of alcohol.
However, these provisions do not at present extend to
serious offences outside the Road Safety Act, such as
manslaughter. This anomaly is being rectified by an
appropriate amendment of the Sentencing Act 1991.
Disqualification of nOD-Victorian drivers

The Road Safety Act contains provisions which enable
certain offences which result in mandatory loss of
licence to be dealt with by infringement notice. At
present these provisions are so worded that they can
only be applied to the holders of Victorian licences.
This means that a visiting driver who holds a licence
issued in another state, territory or country, or an
international driving permit, must be taken to court so
that a disqualification order can be made if they are
convicted. of a licence loss offence. The bill places such
persons on the same footing as Victorian licence
holders by providing for their disqualification without
having to go to court should they choose not to object
to a licence loss traffic infringement notice.
Tractor permits

Section 23 of the Road Safety Act provides for the
issue of tractor permits to 16-year-olds. This is a
longstanding provision which has enabled young
persons engaged in agricultural operations to drive
tractors on the road subject to conditions imposed by
the Roads Corporation. In recent times these permits
have become less significant with the reduction of the
normal learner permit age to 16 years and, in fact, the
tests for a learner permit and for a tractor permit are
identical. The bill, therefore, repeals the tractor permit
section with the intention that the regulations will
provide for the holder of a learner permit to be able to
drive a tractor on the road in the course of agricultural
operations.
In conclusion, I refer again to the importance of
ensuring that Victoria's road laws are consistent with
those being developed nationally in the interests of road
safety and transport efficiency. The bill takes a number
of important steps in ensuring that Victoria remains in
the forefront of moves towards national uniformity in
this area.

I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Hon. PAT POWER
(Jika Jika).

Debate adjourned until next day.

ROAD SAFETY (DRIVING INSTRUCTORS)
BILL
Second reading

Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The bill provides for the establishment of a mandatory
registration scheme to ensure that commercial driving
instructors meet minimum standards of fitness and
competence. There is currently no restriction, beyond
holding a full drivers licence, on who can operate as a
driving instructor in Victoria.
Licensing of driving instructors was introduced in
Victoria in 1962 and continued. until 1993 when
section 33 of the Road Safety Act was repealed
following a review of occupations under mutual
recognition legislation intended to improve the
transferability of qualifications between states.
However, Victoria and the ACT are now the only
jurisdictions which place no minimum entry
requirements on driving instructors.
In response to concerns raised by the industry and
consumers the government established the Driving
Instructor Consultative Committee in January 1997 to
examine the need for minimum standards and, if
established, the form they should take. The fmal report
of the committee was completed in August 1997 and
recommended that a compulsory registration scheme be
introduced as the preferred mechanism for
administering a basic minimum set of standards,
including:

satisfactory driving and criminal history checks
(similar to those required for taxidrivers);
completion of an approved training course or
satisfactory demonstration of required competencies;
possession of a full drivers licence and at least three
years driving experience;
minimum eyesight standards;
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display of approved photo identification in the
vehicle during instruction.
The recommendations of the committee have received
widespread support from the industry and consumers
and the standards identified have been accepted by the
government as the minimum necessary to ensure
appropriate levels of personal safety and security for
learner drivers and adequate training competency of
driving instructors, recognising that novice drivers are
at present four times more likely to be injured or killed
in a road crash than more experienced drivers.
The bill involves reinsertion in the Road Safety Act of
provisions similar to those previously contained in
section 33 of the act. This involves provision for the
issue of a driving instructor authority to applicants who
meet minimum fitness, competency and related
requirements as approved or prescribed by the
Secretary of the Department of Infrastructure. It also
includes provision for appeals to the Magistrates Court
in cases of refusal, suspension or revocation of an
authority by the secretary.
The bill provides for administration of the new scheme
by the Department of Infrastructure, where it will be
managed by the Victorian Taxi Directorate. The
directorate already has extensive experience and
expertise in the operation of registration schemes for
taxi and tow-truck drivers, which have very similar
criminal history and driving record requirements and
analogous procedures for the verification of training
qualifications. The directorate's existing complaint
management, enforcement and prosecution functions
are also readily adaptable to the driving instructor task.
The bill provides for the automatic suspension or
cancellation of a driving instructor authority if the
holder's driver licence is suspended or cancelled. It
also makes it an offence to teach driving for fmancial
gain without holding a driving instructor authority, or
to breach any condition of the authority, including
display of an approved identification photograph in the
vehicle while teaching.
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT (AMENDMENT)
BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from earlier this day; motion of
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance).
Hon. PAT POWER (Jika Jika) - The bill is a
significant piece oflegislation and I was quite troubled
in trying to adopt what I thought was a reasonable
response. The opposition thought it over long and hard
The basis for that hard work was the central theme of
the legislation, which is that the extraordinary
whole-of-district councillor vacancies do away with
by-elections and use a countback system.

As members who are closely involved with local
government would understand, it is a question of a
balance between ensuring there is an election in relation
to any vacancy that might occur and the cost of running
a by-election in municipalities where there is a
significant population. It was those two issues that
caused the opposition to think about this issue so long
and hard At the committee stage I will move
amendments that will indicate quite clearly our view in
relation to that issue.
The government's second-reading speech states, in part:
This government has made significant changes to local
government over the past few years.

That is a statement that cannot be challenged because
the government has made some incredibly significant
changes to local government and the legislation shows
that it has no hesitation in continuing to make further
such significant changes. One wonders when this
pattern of making significant changes to local
government will cease. I am sure all honourable
members who are closely associated with local
government would know that local government in each
of the 78 municipalities has to work very hard to keep
pace with the continuing program of legislative change
and requirements. The second-reading speech also
states:

I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Hon. PAT POWER
(Jika Jika).

Debate adjourned until next day.

This bill introduces a number of changes to the Local
Government Act 1989 which will ensure that councils remain
accountable to their communities ...

The opposition pondered this point in trying to
determine a responsible position to the legislation. It
acknowledges that there is a significant cost to be met
by ratepayers in relation to filling an extraordinary
vacancy for a whole-of-district councillor if a
by-election is held. Using a countback is no doubt a
cheaper way of doing it Also, a by-election does not
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ensure that councils remain accountable to their
communities; by doing away with by-elections perhaps
councils are less accountable to the community.
The second-reading speech further states:
For some time concern has been expressed about the
requirement for a by-election to fill an extraordinary vacancy
of a district-wide councillor ...

The opposition does not dispute that that is so.
However, honourable members must examine why that
exists. The history of the move to district-wide
councillors, initially in Melbourne and subsequently in
Geelong, shows clearly that a municipality can request
such a structure or, more importantly, that the
government might require such a structure in other
municipalities. It is true to say that was sprung upon the
sector - certainly it was sprung upon Melbourne and
Geelong - without any significant community
discussion and certainly without any consultation in
relation to the City of Melbourne.
It is therefore somewhat perverse for the government to
say, after introducing such legislation without
discussion, negotiation or consultation, that concern has
been expressed about the requirement for a by -election.
As I said at the outset, when the opposition was seeking
to weigh up democracy against the costs to ratepayers
in filling extraordinary vacancies it came down on the
side of the need for democracy to be seen to occur and
for democracy to be seen to be lived out. Again, I quote
from the second-reading speech:
I draw members' attention to the fact that the by-election in
February this year to fill the extraordinary vacancy created by
the resignation of Cr Bardas cost the Melbourne City Council
around $250 000.

There is no dispute that that is a significant amount of
money for a municipality to find in the context of recent
significant constraint in the financial capacities of
municipalities. In the City of Greater Geelong where
the population base is larger, the cost of dealing with a
whole-of-district extraordinary vacancy could amount
to a figure closer to $500 000.
It really needs to be understood that this was an
initiative of the state government. It was not an
initiative of the City of Melbourne but something
imposed on the municipality. Perhaps the government
ought to have examined whether it has an obligation to
participate in meeting the cost of something that is a
direct consequence of its legislation.
In due course I will make reference to opposition
concerns about the national competition policy and
local laws as addressed by this legislation. I am certain
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there is not a member in the chamber, especially among
those with an interest in and an affection for local
government, who would contest that local government
right around the state is working valiantly to address the
program of significant change that commenced, from
memory, in May 1993 and has continued right through.
I am sure all members of this house would
acknowledge, whether they agreed with the politics or
not, that the consequences of amalgamation and the
period of commissioner management have placed
significant workloads and demands on local
government. All honourable members would want to
compliment municipalities on the way in which they
are working to meet that challenge.
During the winter recess this year I had the opportunity
to visit more than 24 provincial and rural
municipalities. As a consequence of what I observed
during those visits I take my hat off to mayors, shire
presidents, councillors and the staffs of those
municipalities who are working hard to make sure that
local government is relevant in their regions and that it
provides strong local leadership in the community.
I shall make some very broad comments in relation to
whole-of-district councillors. It is appropriate for there
to be an examination of the internal structures of
municipalities. I emphasis the word 'internal' because
in no sense should my comments be construed as
indicating that there oUght to be further examination of
municipal boundaries. I am talking absolutely about
internal structures.
It seems to me that mayors and shire presidents in
particular but also their councillors are overworked,
underremunerated and, more importantly,
underresourced as a consequence of the amalgamation
period. In saying that I do not wish to go back into the
history of the amalgamation process. However, as
members of an important tier of government we need to
acknowledge that in local government, which is another
vitally important tier of government, those who are
elected to manage municipalities have placed upon
them too great a workload. That is not in any way to
criticise and condemn their efforts but to comment in an
oblique way on the legislation before the house.
It is reasonable to say that representation of ratepayers
is now very difficult despite, as I said before, the best
efforts of elected councillors. Some wards and ridings
are too large in terms of geography or population. That
means the level of elected representation that we
traditionally accept in government has been eroded. I
say that as a positive observation. It is not an attempt to
attack the amalgamation process.
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We in state Parliament and our colleagues in federal
Parliament have large electoral responsibilities in terms
of both geography and population. However, we are
very satisfactorily remunerated, very significantly
resourced and able to use those realities to satisfactorily
represent our constituents. I argue that such is not the
case in many municipalities. As I said before, the wards
and ridings in many municipalities are too large in
terms of both geography and/or population.

Clause 17 restricts the number of recounts to one by the
returning officer and one by a candidate. It was my
recommendation that at the end of the day that was
administratively a reasonable line to draw in the sand
because, as the second-reading speech states, it is
important for the community to understand that that in
no way restricts access to the municipal tribunal for
those who believe there is reason for further
examination of certain circumstances.

In relation to whole-of-district councillors I argue that
rather than further diminishing democracy in local
government by legislating away by-elections, the
government, in partnership with local government,
should be examining whether there is a need in some
municipalities, of course not all, to establish new
internal - I emphasise and underline internal boundaries.

Hon. R. M. HaIlam - And indeed the tribunal may
order a recount.

Despite the fact that I will seek to briefly underline the
significant opposition of those on this side of the house
to a couple of aspects of the bill, some clauses make a
great deal of sense. Clause 4 requires the updating of an
electoral roll for by-elections. That is the case in all
circumstances. Those who are close to local
government understand that by-elections are currently
conducted using out-of-date rolls that preclude
technically eligible people from voting.
Clauses 5 and 6 clarify that council elections will be
held on the third Saturday in March except, as the
second-reading speech states, in a circumstance where
Easter Saturday may interfere. That clarifies absolutely
when local government elections will be conducted.
Clause 7 addresses the extraordinary vacancy for
district-wide councillors to be filled only by a
countback.
Clause 8 extends the time in which a by-election must
be conducted from 60 days to 90 days. Those of us
close to local government know that is a sensible
administrative move. Clause 10 causes concern because
it requires councils to include in their corporate plans
specified performance measures. Later I shall explain
that that is an example not of partnership with local
government but of the state government demanding a
too heavy-handed requirement from local government.
Clause 14 clarifies the situation in that the ballot paper
must not contain any reference to the allegiance of the
candidate. That is sensible and brings local government
into line with state and federal elections. Clause 15
clarifies who is prevented from being a scrutineer and
clause 16 clarifies the position that disadvantaged
voters may seek assistance with postal voting.

Hon. PAT POWER - Absolutely. Clause 19 sets
out procedures for the conduct of a countback and
clause 20 refers to the fact that municipal local laws
must comply with national competition policy
principles. The challenge for me as shadow minister
and the opposition was to examine the legislation at the
outset and make a decision about the price of
democracy. I do not use the word democracy coyly. I
am not suggesting that those who are advocating a
countback do not believe in democracy. I understand
that the federal election last weekend cost Australian
taxpayers $90 million. I do not know what a general
state election would cost but $90 million is a significant
amount, notwithstanding the fact that a certain amount
of employment is generated as a consequence in the
lead-up activity and conduct of the poll.
As an aside, there is some debate about whether the

federal Parliament should move, as this state Parliament
did some time ago, to four-year terms rather than
three-year terms. While we may have political views
about it, we acknowledge that it would be an efficient
way of addressing government, not only as a
consequence of the government of the day having
perhaps a greater capacity and a longer timetable to
serve out its mandate, but if we accept that the last
federal election cost $90 million perhaps if elections
were held every fourth year that in itself would be a
saving.
The opposition decided to advocate that in all
circumstances an extraordinary vacancy created by
resignation through ill-health, business or family
commitments and certainly in the tragic circumstances
of death should be filled by election. It is a question of
whether democracy has a price and whether the method
by which that person was elected should be the method
by which that person is replaced. I am aware and accept
that there are circumstances in which the consequences
of proportional representation enable a countback to be
conducted to indicate the voting intentions of those who
participated in that particular election. It is not as
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perfect a model as a clear-cut new extraordinary
by-election.
As those with experience in local government
acknowledge, the circumstances that may have existed
for a general election in local government two or three
years ago could be significantly different. We all know
in local government there are often instances, localised
and enthusiastic, that form part of the election
campaign. It is not drawing too long a bow to suggest
that the voting intentions two and a half years down the
track may be entirely different from the previous
general election. The legislation also proposes that if a
countback is held, candidates at the previous election
would be invited to participate.
In essence that means that a genuine candidate at the
general election could decide he or she did not wish to
be a candidate in the countback. I accept that in a
proportional representation system it is possible to do a
countback that replicates and indicates voting
preferences or intentions, but it demonstrates a
weakness in the proposal, especially when it is accepted
that in many local government general elections there
are very vibrant issues which may well have been
resolved and which may not apply when an
extraordinary vacancy occurs and a countback is
proposed. The opposition argues that using a countback
to fill an extraordinary vacancy does not guarantee that
the ratepayers - who after all are the stakeho lders in
the municipality - will have an opportunity to indicate
at that point their preference through a ballot for the
most appropriate person to fill the vacancy.

I turn briefly to clause 10 of the bill, which refers to
specified performance measures being required to be
included in the corporate plan. A letter I received from
the Municipal Association of Victoria, under the
signature of the chief executive officer, states:
One area of some concern arises from clause 10 which would
insert an additional subsection (6) ... enabling the regulations
to require councils to include in their corporate plans
'specified performance measures' by which their performance
may be judged in relation to the achievement of their business
plans ... we believe it would be preferable to leave to each
council the detennination of such performance issue in the
sense that each council would wish to select the performance
measures which best complement its corporate plan and
should not be directed in this regard by government

And of course the MAV is referring to the state
government. The opposition has sympathy with the
view expressed by the MAV and in the committee stage
will move an amendment that will indicate its support
for that view. In the opposition's view clause 10 is
further evidence of a too-heavy-handed approach by the
state government to local government It is an example
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of the state government's being prepared to demand
that local government act in its image rather than
promote the strong and equal partnership in which the
opposition believes.
The MA V also expressed concern about clause 20,
which deals with national competition policy and local
laws, because of the added cost the process imposes on
local government and the provision in
subsection (I XJ)(ii) that the objectives can be achieved
only by restricting competition. The MAV believes the
wording should more appropriately say 'most
practicably' rather than 'only'. I will also seek in the
committee stage to demonstrate the opposition's
support for that amendment.
I conclude with some summary points. The opposition
does not support municipalities having an internal
electoral structure imposed on them and is strongly
opposed to the imposition of a district-wide electoral
structure. If that were not the intention there would be
no need for us to debate the bill. The history is that the
cocktail of ward and district-wide councillors was
imposed on the Melbourne and Greater Geelong
municipalities without consultation and certainly
without prior agreement on its importance. Honourable
members must understand that the current legislation
enables the state government to impose the same
cocktail on any or all of Victoria's 78 municipalitiesand the 76 that currently do not have that combination.
The opposition's view is that municipalities oUght to
determine their own electoral structures, if necessary in
consultation and an equal partnership with the state
government. Most importantly the opposition warned
the government at the time it was imposing the
district-wide electoral structure on councils that there
was a problem because it had failed to address how an
extraordinary vacancy might be filled. The resignation
of er David Bardas at Melbourne caught the
government napping. The internal electoral structure
had not been thought through properly and responsibly,
and it was imposed.
Local government should not be the political plaything
of any state government. The opposition is committed
to local government being a strong and equal tier of
government, with agreements and outcomes being
driven by a partnership between the two tiers of
government Local government oUght to be treated as if
it were constitutionally protected, valued and respected,
and seen as a vital and equal partner in providing good
governance. The opposition policy does not allow for
any - and I emphasise 'any' - state government to
demand a rate cut of20 per cent, or in fact any level of
rate cut. The state government's own report shows that
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its decision to demand a rate cut has simply driven
municipalities into infrastructure poverty. The
opposition would not allow any state government to
push municipalities into a superannuation black hole
and then demand that ratepayers meet the shortfall.
The opposition would allow local government to be
driven by community needs. So far as Labor is
concerned local government is about community needs.
It is about being dominated by democratic processes at
the local level. Labor considers local government needs
to be supported in seeking to provide the range and
quality of services that its stakeholders - ratepayers
and residents - both expect and demand
Earlier I said the opposition supports the Municipal
Association of Victoria's concern that local laws oUght
to be about the wellbeing and the local management of
a municipality in partnership with the principles of
national competition policy but that laws should not be
overridden or dominated by an exaggerated application
of that.
The bill refers to a national competition policy. Local
government has achieved a number of national
competition policy benchmarks but the state
government has pocketed payments from the federal
government which were awarded because of those
achievements. In other words, the Victorian
government has not forwarded those dividends to the
ann of government that achieved the benchmarks. That
is inappropriate and not good government It is an
example of what the Kennett coalition government
thinks about local government.
No equal partnership exists between the state
government and local government. A strong partnership
would result in federal government financial rewards
for achievements made by local government under the
national competition policy being correctly and quickly
returned to those who made the achievements. During
the committee stage I will move amendments to
demonstrate the concerns of the opposition.
Hon. N. B. LUCAS (Eumemmerring) - I support
the Local Government (Amendment) Bill. I listened
carefully to what Mr Power said and I remember that
during a recent sessional period he made a contribution
to a debate in this house about Darebin City Council. I
respect what Mr Power had to say, although I do not
agree with a number of his comments.
It is appropriate for me to acknowledge that the
opposition does not oppose the bill in its entirety. If one
omits minor matters, the opposition agrees with 7 and
disagrees with 6 of the bill's 13 basic proposals. I will
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confine my remarks to those six matters about which
Mr Power spoke.
The first matter I address concerns the introduction of
arrangements to fill extraordinary vacancies in councils
that have district-wide elected councillors. Mr Power
said the opposition had thought long and hard about this
provision. To use his words, Mr Power asked, 'What is
the cost of democracy?'. Obviously the long and
thorough discussions among members of the opposition
led to its deciding not to adopt a clear-cut, boots-and-all
attitude so that it fmally came down in favour of what
Mr Power proposed - that is, to support by-elections
in the cities ofMelboume and Geelong. Therefore, I
assume members of the opposition will not die in the
trenches in their opposition to the provisions but will
oppose the bill anyway.
Hon. D. A. Nardella interjected.
Hon. l'i". B. LUCAS - Victoria has 78 councils and
this provision applies only to the cities of Geelong and
Melbourne. The bill provides for the situation of a
vacancy for an elected councillor occurring more than
three months prior to an election and may also come
into effect by resolution of the council where the
vacancy occurs within three months of an election.
Schedule 3A provides for a countback system to be
introduced. Not only do I note the opposition's long
consideration of the bill and the fact that it opposes this
provision but also that Mr Power generously accepts
that the coalition believes in democracy. I thank
MrPower.
Such a proposal has precedents. In the ACT and
Tasmanian Parliament elections, West Australian and
Tasmanian local councils, the ATSIC regional council
and, indeed, the Senate - although different
arrangements apply there - members are nominated
and elected without standing at an election. Does
Mr Power say that is democratic? If it is good enough
in other states, what is the opposition's idea of
democracy?

Last week Gareth Evans, the federal member for Holt,
said, 'I want to be re-elected; I want to do the right
thing by my constituents', yet last Saturday night after
the federal election and while appearing on national
television he announced that he intends to retire from
Parliament. Is that an example of democracy? In the
morning he said one thing and in the evening
something different. Gareth Evans visited his
Dandenong-based electorate of Ho It and pmported to
be interested in his constituents. He carefully arranged
for members of the press to take his photograph while
shopping at the market in Dandenong. He said, 'I try to
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be here once a week' -

but I doubt that he has been
there since then and probably does not even know
anything about Dandenong.
Hon. D. A. Nardella inteIjected.

Hon. N. B. LUCAS - Gareth Evans purported to
be interested in his constituents and to have a close
affinity with Dandenong residents, yet on the night of
the election he announced his retirement from
Parliament. Senator Evans should be brought before
some tribunal. The cost of $300 000 or $400 000 to the
Australian community for a by-election is a disgrace.
The people of Ho It will not forgive the Labor Party and
will hold it responsible for the actions of this man. Is
that democracy in the Labor Party's terms? I ask
honourable members to consider the Labor Party's
definition of democracy.

Other Australian states have countback systems and
procedures to bring in new representatives to fill
vacancies that occur because people resign or retire,
perhaps unfortunately through ill health. There is a
great cost involved in by-elections. The cost involved
for the City of Melbourne could be about $250 000. As
Mr Power indicated, if after two and a half years
somebody in the City of Greater Geelong retires,
resigns or dies, for the sake of putting a councillor in for
six months the cost will be $300 000, $400 000 or
perhaps $500 000. It would be 3 or 4 months rather
than 6 months because by the time a by-election is
organised it will be another couple of months before the
candidate is elected. As Mr Power said, after two and a
half years there will be a by-election and that means
after two years and eight months a councillor may be
elected.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - Where do you get those
figures?
Hon. N. B. LUCAS - The figure for Melbourne
was $250 000. In his speech Mr Power talked about a
cost of up to $500 000. I am using Mr Power's figures.
If, as he says, there is a vacancy in Geelong after two
and a half years, it will cost up to $500 000 to elect a
new councillor to sit in the chamber for four months.
That is ridiculous. It is obvious that the people of
Geelong could not afford to put up $500 000, if that is
the right figure. It is Mr Power's figure and I take him
on his word because he would have done his
homework.. It would cost the people of Geelong
$500 000 to put someone back into the chamber for as
long as four months.

What is the justification? Mr Power says democracy
demands that you spend those amounts of money.
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Mr Power also said he accepts that the coalition
believes in democracy, but you have to have a cut-off
point. The cost of running a by-election is not justified
if at the same time a candidate who legitimately stood
for office received votes and was the next in line was
able to be put into the Melbourne or Geelong councils.
The provision is sensible and will potentially save
Melbourne and Geelong considerable amounts of
money. There are precedents around the country for
filling vacancies as they occur in various parliamentary
areas, council areas and in the ATSIC regional council.
I support the proposal to fill extraordinary vacancies in
accordance with clauses 17, 18 and 19. I refute the
remarks ofMr Power. As an aside, I can imagine what
would happen at Darebin in a by-election. There would
be a re-run of what occurred during the former
council's time, which caused a commission of inquiry.
At that time Mr Theophanous was mentioned in the
report as being involved in the appointment of the
mayor and of signing agreements with Michael
Leighton, the honourable member for Preston in the
other place, concerning the election to Darebin council
of one of his former electoral officers. In September of
this year there was a re-run. An article in the Age of
1 September headed 'New threat on Darebin' reported
that the ALP war lords were influencing the
13 September election.
Hon. B. N. Atkinson - Who is the biggest war
lord?
Hon. N. B. LUCAS - I believe the biggest war
lord is the Leader of the Opposition, Mr Theophanous,
who allegedly had a meeting with Mr Alan Hogan, a
candidate, about the allocation of preferences to help
return the sacked mayor, Mr Nazih El Asmar.
Mr Theophanous is at it again. There has been an
inquiry at Darebin, Mr Elsum pointed out what went
wrong, and here is Mr Theophanous interfering again.

Clause 9 provides that a councillor whose departure
causes the vacancy cannot participate in the countback.
That is fair and reasonable. I do not know why the
opposition is opposing that. Clause 18 clarifies the
application of proportional representation. Clause 19
inserts schedule 3A. To my knowledge, Melbourne
council has never opposed the countback system. I
understand Geelong requested it. I do not believe
Geelong or Melbourne wish to waste ratepayer's funds
on a by-election.
Clause 10 refers to the specification of performance
measures. The government has introduced that
provision after eight months consultation and pilot
testing involving 16 councils and a CEO steering

LOCAL GOVERNMENT (AMENDMENl) Bll..L
32

Tuesday, 6 October 1998

COUNCIL

committee. A document headed' Key Performance
Indicators for Local Government in Victoria' issued by
the Office of Local Government refers to the
16 councils that were consulted: Monash, Whitehorse,
Kingston and Yarra in the metropolitan area;
Wyndham, Yarra Ranges and Cardinia around the
fringe; and another nine in the country. There was also
a CEO steering committee involving two CEOs from
my province, David Conran from Monash City Council
and Don Welsh, who is now the chief executive of
Cardinia. Those CEOs met with officers from the
Office of Local Government over eight months to work
out the most appropriate performance measures for
councils. They came up with a number of documents
which were pilot tested through the councils I have
mentioned. We now have a number of documents
produced by the Office of Local Government that
provide the advice local government needs on
performance measures.
The government should be given the opportunity to
choose the performance measures that it believes all
councils should include in their business plans and
those that most appropriately can be used to compare
the performance of councils across the state, as well as
those that are most appropriate to be used by a council
for its own entity.
Why should the state government not be able to do
this? It is the state government's responsibility to
oversee the role of local government and to put in place
measures it considers most appropriate for not only the
state government but also municipal councils to achieve
the goals they should achieve. The Local Government
Act sets out a number of objectives for the whole of
local government across Victoria
Mr Power also referred to clause 20 and the
requirement for the assurance by each council that
national competition policy will be taken into account
in the framing of local laws. The clause sets out in
detail what municipalities are to take into account to
ensure they do not go against national competition
policy principles. That seems to me to be quite logical.
National competition policy was introduced by the
Keating government and was agreed to by each state
government. It is appropriate that each council ensure
that its local laws do not cut across that policy.

underresourced how can they afford overseas trips? I
am not saying that councils should not get involved
with such opportunities, but one would think if they
were underresourced they would wonder about sending
so many people away to overseas places. Although I
take on board what Mr Power had to say, I suggest that
if, as Mr Power suggests, councils are a bit light on in
providing resources for councillors, it is appropriate
that they look at prioritising their expenditure to
provide more resources.
Mr Power said that in some cases wards are too large or
the number of people in wards was in excess of the
number that councillors should service. Section 220 of
the Local Government Act provides that every six years
councils should look at their ward boundaries to see
whether they are appropriate. If they consider their
boundaries are not appropriate they can make
submissions to have them altered. Section 220A
provides that the minister can appoint a panel to look
into issues relating to the structure oflocal government.
Any council in Victoria can make a submission to the
minister about such issues. If councils are fair
dinkum - and I am sure they are - about issues such
as those Mr Power raised in his contribution, after
having investigated them, reviewed them and taken
advice on them they have the right to raise those issues
with the minister. Over the years councils of all types
have raised such matters with ministers of all political
persuasions, and those matters have been dealt with
appropriately by both Labor and coalition local
government ministers alike. Provisions are in place for
use by councils who believe something should change.

I will return briefly to the issue of politics in local
councils. In a mysterious move, on 4 September the
City of Casey held a dinner. The guest list included
somebody who lived not in the City of Casey but in
Boronia. It was Carolyn Hirsh, the federal Labor
candidate who ran against and was defeated by Bob
Charles last Saturday. Also in attendance was a
Mr Baldovino - I do not know where he lives, but I
am pretty sure it is not in Casey, although I may be
wrong - who - surprise, surprise! - just happens to
be an endorsed Labor candidate for Eumemmerring
Province at the next state election. Do you know who
else was there?
Hon. D. A. Nardella - Who?

Mr Power made additional comments about the
remuneration and resourcing of councillors. I take on
board what he said, but if councillors do not have
sufficient funds how is it that the City of Greater
Dandenong can afford to send its mayor to Asia and its
councillors to China, and the City of Casey can send
five councillors and two officers to Greece? If they are

Hon. N. B. LUCAS - Cr Phil Reed. I do not know
where he lives, but it is probably in Springvale, because
he used to be the mayor of Springvale. He is now a
councillor with the City of Greater Dandenong and just
happens to be the endorsed candidate for Berwick. If all
those candidates being introduced to the local
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community at the dinner on 4 September was not
political, I'll go he.

Hon. Pat Power - It never happened in the Liberal
Party.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - Or the National Party.
Hon. N. B. LUCAS - To my knowledge it never
happened in the Liberal Party, Mr Power - at. least not
when I was there. At that dinner all those candIdates
were waltzing around the place, getting their names
known by the public and standing in front of the
cameras of the local newspapers in the hope of being
photographed. It is interesting to consider what
happened with the ALP at Darebin, what happened
with the federal member for Holt, Mr Gareth Evans, to
which I have already referred, and what is happening at
Casey at the moment.
I do not believe there is justification for having a
by-election in Melbourne or in Geelong and spending
the amount of money required - $250 000 and
$500 000 for the two councils. It just does not make
sense to me. If the people next on the list who have
already gone through the electoral process are making
themselves available and still willing to have a go, they
should be put in there to save the ratepayers that huge
expense. I support the bill. I believe the significant
changes it will make, which will affect only two of
78 councils, are worth while. I wish the bill a speedy
passage.

Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) - I
will talk about a principle that the Kennett government
disregards and to a large degree throws away with this
bill- democracy for people at the local community
level. One can talk about all the other levels of
government - the Senate, Eumemmerring Province or
anywhere else - but at the local government level the
people are closest to their political representatives and
one of the main principles of democracy must be
maintained - the principle of retaining an up-front
democratic process whereby vacancies are filled by
people voting at an election at the time of the vacancy.
Democracy is a matter of representation, not only on an
equal basis - that is absolutely imperative - but also
on the basis of the timeliness of an election after a
casual vacancy occurs. The legislation reverses that
position. It says to constituents, be they in Geelong or
Melbourne, that the views of councils may be up to two
and a half years behind the times. Their representation
will be based on decisions made almost three years
earlier. It is tragic that that is the government's view of
democracy.
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In previous years the Premier floated the idea that there
be no by-elections at the state level and that a more
cost-effective system should be implemented to save
taxpayers money. Since the last state election there
have been two by-elections, the ftrst in Gippsland West
as a result of the resignation ofthe then Minister for
Public Transport, Mr Alan Brown. The government got
an absolute womping and was defeated by 14 per cent.
If the provisions of the bill applied in that case there
would have been no by-election and the government
would simply have appointed somebody to replace
Mr Brown. That analogy can be easily made.
A more recent by-election was the result of the
resignation of the former honourable member for
Mitcham, Mr Roger Pescott, the circumstances of
which we all understand. His resignation provided the
opportunity for the good constituents ofMitcham to let
the Kennett government know their views. They did not
want a member of the government representing them in
the state Parliament, and that was apparent from the
14.9 per cent swing against it. That was an even greater
womping.
Constituents in any democracy must have the right to
determine who they want to represent them, and this
legislation applying to the local government level does
not allow that. It takes away the right of constituents to
be represented by the person they want to represent
them at the time a casual vacancy is created.
Democracy can be achieved in this instance only by
providing for a by-election to be held within the time
lines specifted in the Local Government Act. The
government should have considered other options .
rather than remaining stoically hooked on postal votmg.
For example, voting at polling booths could be a
cheaper way of running a by-election. The cost of
postage makes the system currently in place in both
Melbourne and Geelong very expensive, and the costs
are borne by the ratepayers. By adopting the alternative
of polling-booth voting, ratepayers would have the
opportunity of deciding who they wish to represent
them at the time a casual vacancy arises. That is one of
the critical aspects of democracy.
Honourable members should consider how the Senate
fills casual vacancies. It must be understood that the
Senate has evolved over a long time. I refer to the
Senate appointment to ftll the casual vacancy created
by the resignation ofVince Gair in 1975 when he was
appointed ambassador to Ireland. His replacement was
chosen by Sir Joh Bjelke-Petersen, the then Premier of
Queensland Mr Pat Field was not a member of the
Labor Party and was a person of ill repute. However, he
was appointed to ensure that the government of the day
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was defeated. As a result of a subsequent referendum
on that matter, it is now a provision of the federal
constitution that the replacement for a senator must be
agreed to by the relevant state Parliament and must be
nominated by the political party of which the former
senator was a member. That is a different situation and
it is one that Mr Lucas should readily understand as not
comparable with the legislation before the house.
Earlier today the Minister for Industry, Science and
Technology spoke about how democracy took care of
Mrs Hanson. Because of the deliberate intention of
Australian voters the Pauline Hanson One Nation Party
Pty Ltd Inc. conglomerate has lost its leader.
Ms Hanson did not win the seat ofBlair. According to
my information the party has picked up only one Senate
seat in Queensland for Ms Heather Hill. The people of
Australia made a decision not to elect any candidate
from the One Nation Party to the lower house of the
Australian Parliament. The same should apply at the
local government level in Victoria If an opportunity for
a casual vacancy arises either through death, resignation
or illness, the voice of the people should be heard
People should be able to decide who will represent
them at local government level.
Democracy is not cheap, particularly when one
considers the number of people over the decades who
have gone off to war to protect that right Even if it
costs half a million dollars - I spoke about possible
ways of minimising that cost - democracy must be
served The opposition views that as an important
principle that should not be altered without
considerable thought. It should not serve as a precedent
for the Kennett government to amend legislation, as is
the case in Victoria. On that basis I support the position
put forward by Mr Power.
Hon. B. N. ATKINSON (Koonung) - I will
address performance measures, an initiative that has not
been covered in this debate. However, it is an important
point in the proposed legislation. An important lesson
can be learnt from a study of government
administration in the 1980s, which was a difficult and
testing time for world problems. It was also a time
when government responses to many of those problems
were inadequate and ill advised The problems required
a deft touch rather than the criticism people made about
some of the government ventures during that period mostly, I point out, in a partisan way, by the opposition.
In Western Australia, South Australia and Victoria,
Labor governments undertook a range of misadventures
that cost their constituents dearly. The point I want to
make about that period - I have discussed it in other
debates in this place - is that I understand that the
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reason some of those governments gambled against
inflation and interest rates was their economies would
revive and that they hoped their decisions would be
rolled back by improved economic performance. I
understand what they were trying to do, but after the
1980s people looked for accountability. The very clear
message from the 1980s was that those governments
did not effectively administer local government. They
did not address the issues of debt and the need to have
some sort of balance between expenditure and income.
They started to roll back services because they could
not fund them properly. They argued that the money
was still there when it was known that through
maladministration most of the services were starting to
falter and fail the very the people who depended on
them.
People in local government in 1988 recognised that and
were strong in their views at the ballot box. They have
been strong in the ways they have expressed themselves
subsequently in support for particular policies. They
have indicated strongly that they want governments to
be accountable. One of the hallmarks of the Kennett
government has been its move to strive for
accountability and to create transparency in government
administration so that people understand the objectives
and policies of government and are able to measure its
performance against a range of objectives and
benchmarks to understand the outcomes.
People are also seeking accountability in local
government In the past it has not been available. This
legislation is important because both state and local
governments recognise - it has been the subject of
extensive consultation - that there is a need to put
performance measurements in place so that municipal
voters can understand what local government
authorities are trying to achieve in their municipalities,
what resources they are devoting to areas of public
policy, what commitments they are making and how
they are delivering against their benchmarks.
An extensive benchmark survey conducted this year
right across local government involved a great deal of
consumer research. It was most interesting to see the
very high regard in which most municipalities were
held, but more importantly people's perceptions of
council services and how they were being delivered.
Because of an effective grouping in that benchmarking
study, people were also able to examine the ways
councils were delivering services and improving their
decision-making and the outcomes for their citizens
through that process.

Local government recognises that performance
measures are important indicators of a council's
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performance. They certainly are to the citizens who
elect them. However, performance measures also allow
councils to assess the success of their policies and how
their services benefit and meet the needs of their
communities.
I deliberately chose to focus on one area of legislation
that had not yet been covered by other speakers. I am
sure local government and the people of Victoria will
very much appreciate this part of the legislation. The
national competition policy has also been an important
factor in the legislation because it ensures that where
councils are making new policy decisions, particularly
in the context of local laws, they will be evaluated in
terms of the costs and benefits of those local laws in
other areas. That will lead to a greater consistency in
law-making across local government and will prevent
unilateral laws being struck up by a municipality in one
part of the state but not carried through in other areas.
Local councils - indeed, most governments - are
quick to point out unique situations to suggest they
individually have particular and significant needs.
However, a study oflocal government will reveal a
range of tools already in place to be used by most local
government authorities in addressing issues in their
municipalities without putting artificial constraints on
economic activities or areas that will impose costs on
businesses or citizens in those municipalities - costs
that in the long run penalise the ability of Victorians to
provide jobs and further opportunities in this state.
I will not discuss elections because Mr Lucas covered
those points. The government has made no attempt to
diminish democracy through the provisions in the bill.
The provision on by-elections was sought by the City
ofMelboume. I heard what the opposition
spokesperson said in his mellow speech. It had another
outing on an earlier occasion: if one puts this
cumbersome electoral system in place this bill is an
outcome of that system. That will be judged over time.
There has been significant change to local government
and we are wrestling with electoral districts.
Municipalities have addressed those issues subsequent
to the reinstatement of councillors following the
appointment of commissioners. I know a number of
municipalities have examined electoral boundaries. We
have all examined what is to be the optimum form of
local government in future. It may be that when we
look back on it at some later time the structure will be
seen not to be in the best interests of the City of
Melboume. After extensive consultation the
government's view was that as the capital city of the
state the City of Melbourne required a structure to take
it forward to meet the needs of the municipality not

only for residents but as a municipality that functions as
a capital city.
Subsequently the same recognition is applied to the
City of Greater Geelong, Victoria's second-largest city.
It is a recognition of its economic and social
opportunities, its ability to provide better and more
effective government and services for its citizens that it
should adopt a different electorate structure. In those
instances by-elections have been a problem. It was
highlighted by the City of Melbourne, as I recall, prior
to the by-election that occurred earlier this year when
Cr David Bardas resigned. The council had been
seeking some change to the legislation to cover
by-elections prior to that one taking place. It canvassed
the initiative widely within local government and the
government has responded. As Mr Lucas argued, it
deserves the opportunity to proceed in the context of
this legislation.
The PRESIDENT - Order! I am of the opinion
that the second reading requires an absolute majority of
the whole of the number of the members of the
Council.
House divided on motion:

Ayes, 31*
Asher,Ms
Ashman,Mr
Atkinson, Mr
Baxter,Mr
Best, Mr
Bishop,Mr
Boardman, Mr
Bowden, Mr
Brideson, Mr
Cover, Mr
Craige, Mr
Davis, Mr D. McL.
Davis, MrP. R
de Fegely, Mr
Forwood, Mr
Furletti, Mr

Hall, Mr
Hallam,Mr
Hartigan, Mr
Katsambanis, Mr
Knowles, Mr
Lucas,Mr
Luckins, Mrs (Teller)
Powell, Mrs (Teller)
Ross, Or
Smith, Mr
Smith, Ms
Stoney,Mr
Strong, Mr
Wells, Or
Wilding, Mrs

Noes, 8
Gouid, Miss
Hogg, Mrs
McLean, Mrs (Teller)
NardelIa, Mr

Nguyen, Mr (Teller)
Power,Mr
Theophanous, Mr
Walpole, Mr

Pairs
Birrell, Mr
Varty, Mrs

PuIlen, Mr
Eren, Mr

* Division list amended
Motion agreed to by absolute majority.
Read second time.
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Committed.

Committee

The CHAIRMAN - Order! I point out that
amendments 1 to 5 are consequential. I therefore invite
the committee to debate amendment 1, which will test
amendments 1 to 5.
Hon. PAT POWER (Jika Jika) - Thank you for
your guidance, Mr Chainnan. Given that in the
second-reading debate the opposition argued in support
of the amendments encompassed by amendments 1 to 5
inclusive, I move:
J.

Clause I, lines 4 to 6, omit paragraph (a).

Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) The honourable member's proposed amendments go to
the effect of clause 19, which relates to the countback
provisions where a casual vacancy occurs within
district-wide councillor ranks, and by definition
therefore at this stage applies only to the City of
Melbourne and the City of Greater Geelong. It
effectively means we are having a debate about whether
we apply the countback provisions as opposed to the
current provision where a by-election is required to fill
a casual vacancy.
In the course of the second-reading debate opposition
members talked about the cost of democracy. I enjoyed
Mr Power's contribution. He made it clear the
opposition finds it difficult to come to a reasoned
position on the issue, and he acknowledged at the outset
there were a number of important pros and cons. I
respond by saying that the government is not surprised
by that either, because it went through exactly the same
circumstance in devising the bill in the first place.
Although I do not concede this is an issue that goes to
the question of democracy - I am not suggesting the
honourable member proposed that - there are several
issues that were taken into account in determining the
shift in policy the bill represents. The first is the issue of
cost, and the honourable member talked through that in
his contribution.

The government's position is that whether it be
$250 000 - as reportedly applies to the City of
Melbourne - or whether it be the double cost that
would potentially apply in respect of the City of Greater
Geelong, the government simply could not justify that
cost, and on balance that was one of the issues that went
into the proceed box. The shift in policy was requested
directly by both the City of Melbourne and the City of
Greater Geelong. I understood Mr Power to say that the
government did not listen when this system was
imposed on the two communities. I challenge that view
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because I think the system is beyond reproach. I was
directly involved in it at the time. Leaving that to one
side, it is a bit tough to say, 'You didn't listen the first
time around and we are going to criticise you this time
around'. Let the record show there was a request from
both the City of Melbourne and the City of Greater
Geelong.
One of the arguments the government thought made the
decision easy to support was the endorsement of the
Australian Electoral Commission. The commission said
that the shift in policy was appropriate given that it was
a proportional representation system that led to the
vacancy in the first place - and right across the nation
that is the traditional form of remedy in the case of
proportional representation. The use of the system in
local government in Tasmania and Western Australia is
a precedent for its use. In all of those circumstances the
government thinks the decision to move to the
countback is rational and supportable. On that basis the
government is not prepared to support the amendment
moved by Mr Power.
Committee divided on amendment:

Ayes, 30
Asher,Ms
Ashman,Mr
Atkinson, Mr
Baxter, Mr
Best, Mr(Tel/er)
Bishop,Mr
Boardman. Mr
Bowden, Mr (Teller)
Brideson, Mr
Cover, Mr
Craige, Mr
Davis, Mr D. McL.
Davis, Mr P. R.
de Fege1y, Mr
Forwood,Mr

Furletti, Mr
Hallam,Mr

Hartigan, Mr
Katsambanis, Mr

Knowles,Mr
Lucas,Mr
Luckins, Mrs
Powell,Mrs
Ross, Or
Smith,Mr
Smith, Ms
Stoney, Mr
Strong,Mr
Wells, Or
Wiiding, Mrs

Noes, 8
Gould, Miss
Hogg,Mrs
McLean, Mrs
Nardella, Mr(Teller)

Nguyen,Mr
Power, Mr
Theophanous, Mr
Walpoie, Mr (Teller)

Pairs
Birrell, Mr
Vany, Mrs

Pullen, Mr
Eren, Mr

Amendment negatived; clause agreed to; clauses 2 to 19
agreed to.
Clause 20

Hon. PAT POWER (Jika Jika) - I move:
6.

Clause 20, line 10, omit "only" and insert "most
practicabiy".

PHYSIOTHERAPISTS REGISTRATION Bll..L

37

COUNCIL

Tuesday, 6 October 1998

I refer to my argument mounted during the
second-reading debate.
Hon. R M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) Mr Power will not be surprised that the government is
not persuaded by his argument. In effect, Mr Power is
saying we should apply a different competition policy
standard at the local government level to that applied at
state government level. The Victorian government has
signed a document by which it agreed with the
principles laid down by, as it so happens, a federal
Labor government. That agreement was not reached
lightly and the government will abide by what was a
serious agreement then made.
It applies three tests on legislation and perhaps local
government laws. It asks three questions: is there a
restriction on competition; if so, is that in the interests
of the community at large; and if that be the case, could
it be achieved other than by a legislative restriction?
They are the rules we play by in this arena. I do not
believe any difference should be applied in the rule of
local government. We are not persuaded by the
amendment moved.
Amendment negatived; clause agreed to; clauses 21 and
22 agreed to.
Reported to house without amendment.

Hon. W. R Baxter - On a point of order,
Mr President, during the division on the second reading
of this bill my name was not recorded as having voted
with the ayes despite the fact that I was present in the
chamber, as the Government Whip can confirm.
Accordingly, my name should be recorded with the
ayes and the number of ayes accordingly adjusted to 31.
The PRESIDENT - Order! I will direct that the
record be amended accordingly.
Third reading
Motion agreed to by absolute majority.
Read third time.

Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.
Sitting suspended 6.30 p.m. until 8.03 p.m.

PHYSIOTHERAPISTS REGISTRATION
BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from earlier this day; motion of
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance).

Hon. M. M. GOL"LD (Doutta Galla) - The
opposition supports the Physiotherapists Registration
Bill. The bill follows the form of a number of other
health bills that have already been before the house. It
repeals the Physiotherapists Act 1978 and replaces it
with updated and more modem legislation. It makes
changes to registration and advertising and the
investigation procedures into the fitness of persons to
practise physiotherapy and establishes a new board and
fund for physiotherapists. This is a similar model to one
used by other medical practitioners, including
optometrists, chiropractors, nurses and osteopaths.
Opposition members have received, as I believe have a
number of other honourable members, letters from the
Australian Physiotherapy Association that indicate its
support for the bill. I received two letters, the first of
which is dated 24 April and states:
The Australian Physiotherapy Association Victorian Branch
(APA) is pleased to support the Physiotherapists Registration
Bill now before the Victorian Parliament.
In panicular, the AP A supports the proposed protection of the
titles 'physiotherapist' and 'physical therapist' since both
titles are commonly used to describe practitioners of
physiotherapy. A paper outlining the association's position in
more detail is enclosed.

The attachment outlines why the terms
'physiotherapist' and 'physical therapist' are important
and have been included in the bill. In Canada and the
United States the title 'physical therapist' is defined as
what we call a physiotherapist. The attachment states:
The titles 'physiotherapist' and 'physical therapist' are not
generic titles commonly used to describe any practitioner of
any kind of manual therapeutic practice. Both titles are
commonly used to describe practitioners of physiotherapy.
The use of either title could therefore be said to induce a
belief that the person is registered under the proposed new
Physiotherapists Registration Act

In the past when bills that have changed the registration
of different health areas have been before the house the
opposition has raised the concern of what sanctions can
be imposed on someone who is prosecuted when he or
she claims to be a registered practitioner and is not. The
new board can deregister registered practitioners who
do not perform their duties appropriately, but what
sanctions can it impose on a person who was never
appropriately qualified? I note that clause 57(1)(a)
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seems to have a little bit added to it compared with the
other bills I referred to earlier covering osteopaths,
optometrists, chiropractors and so on. Clause 57(1)
states:

Tuesday, 6 October 1998

case - which was reported in the Victoria Government
Gazette - of an inquiry into a physiotherapist who had
to undergo training because of a complaint by a patient
regarding the inappropriate use of short-wave
diathermy.

A person who is not a registered physiotherapist must not a)

take or use the title of registered physiotherapist or
registered physical therapist or any other title calculated to
induce a belief that the person is registered under this Act.

This is a little broader than provisions in the past
However, there are concerns about people who are not
appropriately registered. The opposition has expressed
those concerns in the past I note the issue was raised
when the bill was debated in the other place. I referred
to clause 57(l)(a) because this provision seems to be a
little broader. However, the AP A made some general
inquiries about what sanctions the new board would
place on somebody who was not registered in the fIrst
place, and whether the police would do it. The
anecdotal advice was that the police would be
interested in that sort of thing. This issue has been
raised before. I believe it is addressed in clause 57(1)(a)
but there is still a question about it.

Hoo. R I. Knowles - Take it as confirmed that the
bill addresses that.
Hoo. M. M. GOULD - Thank you, Minister. I
have also examined the report to the Minister for Health
from the Physiotherapists Registration Board of
Victoria for the year ended 30 June 1997 which
indicates an increase in the number of registered
physiotherapists. In Victoria 3681 physiotherapists are
registered, and in the past year there have been
285 initial registrations. Of those new registrations, 81
have come from mutual recognition while others have
come from other states, the United Kingdom, Hong
Kong and South Africa. Included also are those who are
recognised by the Australian Examining Council for
Overseas Physiotherapists. That is a good thing.
Of the 285 new registrations, 190 are females, so a
large number of physiotherapists are females. The
report of the Physiotherapists Registration Board also
indicates that during the period covered by the last
report the board received six complaints: three were not
followed through or had no case to answer; one was
about a non-registered person using the title of
physiotherapist; one was about a non-registered person
advertising as a physiotherapist in the Yellow Pages and
one was about a physiotherapist who charged a
consultation fee when no consultation had taken place.
The report also refers to a concern indicated to it by the
Australian Physiotherapy Association. That was the

I put this matter up front: if there is a concern about it, I
will move on. One of the concerns raised with me by
the APA is that this bill does not seem to cover the
different sorts of treatments available, whether they be
ultraviolet, microwave or short wave, and I do not think
any other legislation covers them, either - they would
fall under health practices legislation. It is of concern to
physiotherapists that non-qualifIed people use these
treatments on people at local football clubs or gyms
because they could cause injuries. The report referred to
the case of a qualified physiotherapist who was told that
he had to undergo training and produce an appropriate
certificate to say that he had undergone the training
within a two-year period before he could use that sort of
treatment on any of his patients. The opposition was
told that a number of treatments are given to people by
non-qualified physiotherapists.
The other area highlighted in the report by the
physiotherapists board that relates to this bill is the
abnormal items appearing under the financial
statements of the board, which show that the board ran
at a deficit because of a legal bill of more than
$274000 resulting from a case relating to three
physiotherapists that was taken to the Supreme Court
but withdrawn before it got there. Part 4 of the bill
provides for concerns relating to physiotherapists to be
heard before the new Victorian Civil and
Administrative Tribunal. The legal costs incurred by
the board resulted in it suffering a substantial deficit
totalling $311 095 because it had to instruct solicitors
about a decision it had made under the act against three
physiotherapists in relation to overservicing. Under this
bill appeals against the board's decision will not go to
the Supreme Court but to the new Victorian Civil and
Administrative Tribunal. One would imagine that that
would substantially reduce the costs incurred by the
board
The APA is also concerned about whether the number
of non-qua1ified physiotherapists treating people can be
reduced. In March this year a survey was undertaken of
physiotherapists who deal with children with physical
disabilities. That survey raised a number of concerns
about whether children with physical disabilities are
able to have access to qualified physiotherapists,
particularly paediatric physiotherapists. The survey
highlighted a number of areas of concern, including
whether sufficient time was given to physiotherapy, and
the fact that the chief physiotherapist at the Royal
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Children's Hospital has been constantly questioned by
paediatric surgeons about whether adequate
physiotherapy could be guaranteed after they performed
operations on children. He has had to infonn them that
it cannot be guaranteed, and on that basis the surgeons
have delayed carrying out operations on children.
That is an area of concern. We must ensure that there
are not only a reasonable number of qualified
physiotherapists but also sufficiently trained
physiotherapists in paediatrics, and that appropriate
guidelines are in place to ensure that physiotherapy is
carried out by trained registered therapists.
The survey also discovered that because of their
concerns people who were not qualified, such as
parents and other family members or masseurs, were
performing physiotherapy to assist their children with
disabilities because they needed the therapy. That is an
area recognised by the APA. We must ensure that there
are sufficient finances to cover the provision of these
services and that if only a limited bucket of funding is
available the money is appropriately distributed.
Funding for physiotherapy for children under the age of
five years - preschoolers - comes from the
Department of Human Services, but for schoolchildren
it comes from the Department of Education. That is
where the emphasis changes and is placed more on
integration aides rather than physiotherapists. Parents
have stated that they do not get adequate physiotherapy
time for their children. Ibat is of concern to the
opposition.
The opposition does not oppose the bill, which
physiotherapists have assured the opposition they are
satisfied with. The minister has indicated that the
situation I raised earlier is quite satisfactory and that the
bill will ensure the appropriate registration of
physiotherapists is monitored by the board. It will also
protect the physiotherapists by giving them the right of
appeal to the Victorian Civil and Administrdtive
Tribunal on any decision made.
I again emphasise the need to have sufficient qualified
registered physiotherapists, in particular paediatric
physiotherapists, to ensure that young people get the
treatment they deserve, the operations they need and
appropriate follow-up in therapy. The opposition does
not oppose the bill.
Hon. J. W. G. ROSS (Higinbotham) - I support
the bill and thank Miss Gould and the opposition for
supporting it. Miss Gould referred to a survey
undertaken by the Australian Physiotherapy
Association and the fact that there were some adverse
consequences from what Miss Gould alluded to as
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dubious practitioners in the field I point out that the
objective of the legislation is to address those issues and
put it beyond doubt that only registered
physiotherapists are available to provide physiotherapy
and physical therapy care to the community. The fact
that irregular practices have been occurring and have
been recognised by agencies such as the Royal
Children's Hospital provide the antecedent arguments
and pave the way for exactly what the bill is designed
to achieve.
Physiotherapists comprise a very important part of the
health care industry, with duties that range from health
maintenance, promotion and education in areas such as
sport at the elite level through to providing caring allied
health support subsequent to surgery, particularly in the
field of occupational health and rehabilitation. In other
words, physiotherapists practise their profession in a
wide variety of settings ranging from sporting clubs to
the workplace and the wider community. In my former
capacity as a board member and past president of one
of the larger community health centres in the state I
have had an unparalleled opportunity to witness the
value placed on physiotherapists by communities and
the contributions they make to individuals at every
stage of their lives.
The bill continues the government's tradition of reform
with a clearer process for the registration of several
health occupations, particularly the registration of a
succession of health professions. The government has
legislated in the area of the caring health professions
with the primary objective of protecting the public.
However, it has subordinate objectives consistent with
the principles of national competition policy and to
generally update and modernise a wide range of
practices in the health-care industry. Members will
recall that comparable legislation has already passed
through the house in respect of chiropractors,
osteopaths and podiatrists.
The bill provides for the registration and regulation of
the practice of physiotherapy. The first step in the
modernisation process is to establish a Physiotherapists
Registration Board of Victoria, which will be
incorporated and operate independently of the
government. The board will consist of seven members,
one of whom will be a lawyer, two will be lay persons,
and four will be physiotherapists. The government
believes this structure represents a reasonable balance
between peer registration and review, the necessary
community involvement provided by some lay input
and the added advantage of some necessary legal
discipline implied by the judicial role of the board in
respect of the professional practice of physiotherapy.
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To ensure the board remains at arm's length from the
government provision has been made for the board to
be able to levy registration fees. The way such fees are
to be administered is specified in the bill, which
requires the establishment of the Physiotherapists
Registration Board Fund and describes how money
must be paid into the fund and how it may be expended
on items such as the employment of staff and
remuneration of the members of the board
The more flexible structure and suitable administration
will address the issues that Miss Gould raised in her
opening remarks. The major role of the board will be to
register applicants as physiotherapists or physical
therapists in terms of their qualifications, but it may
also grant specific registration in certain circumstances
and can impose conditions, limitations or restrictions
upon a specific registration.
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wider community is one of the principal safeguards
against charlatan ism in this field.
Strong representations were made to me concerning
several previous items of legislation in respect of
various professional issues, and there were sometimes
differences of professional opinion over the approach
the government was taking. However, in respect of
physiotherapists, and the Australian Physiotherapy
Association in particular, I am able to say with some
satisfaction that the lobbying I have received has been
constructive and basically supportive of the
government's position. A major objective of the
legislation applying to the professions was to replace
the almost archaic process of defining the respective
health professional practices with an exclusive
protection of title and to move away from the ambiguity
generated by attempting to define the precise detail of
certain professional practices.

An important role of the board is to investigate

allegations of professional misconduct and to conduct
fonnal and infonnal hearings into the conduct of a
registered physiotherapist. Where so determined by the
board it can immediately suspend the registration of a
physiotherapist.
In accordance with the principles of natural justice
provision is made for decisions of the board to be

reviewed by the Victorian Civil and Administrative
Tribunal upon appeal by an aggrieved physiotherapist.
However, in order to protect the community, including
people interstate and, where warranted, overseas,
penalties imposed by the board, particularly suspension
of registration, can be widely publicised. Accordingly,
in such cases where the board acts lawfully and in the
public interest it has been necessary in the legislation to
provide the board with immunity from action in the
Supreme Court for defamation.
The principle that has guided the legislation has been
the protection of the public with a qualifications and
experience-based registration process and conditional
exclusivity given by way of protection of the use of
certain titles which are well known to the wider
community. The gift by government of exclusivity
always requires special judgment and represents a
delicate balance between the undoubted merits of a
competitive market and the need for restraint in the
public interest. The legislation achieves that balance by
the protection of title.
Titles that have been traditionally used by particular
health professionals and are familiar to the broader
community provide an important safeguard against
unprofessional conduct. In other words, the protection
of professional titles that carry a distinct meaning in the

It has been quite the contrary with physiotherapists and
physical therapists where the Australian Physiotherapy
Association has approached individual members of
Parliament. Miss Gould has quoted from letters that
were written to her by the association, and there was a
request to the government for similar legislative
treatment to that of other professions. Constructive
suggestions have been put forward based on overseas
practice to extend the protection afforded by the bill not
only to physiotherapists but also to physical therapists
to bring them into line with world practice.

I refer to what I believe to be a similar letter to that
received by Miss Gould. I will not read it in full
because Miss Gould has already put large parts of it on
the record, but I quote as follows:
The AP A seeks exclusive protection of the titles
'physiotherapist' and 'physical therapist' on the ground that
both titles are in common usage internationally to describe
practitioners of physiotherapy.

I also put on the record the declarations of principle
advanced by the World Confederation for Physical
Therapy in respect of the question of protection of title.
The document supplied by the WCPT states:
The professional names of physical therapy or physiotherapy
and the titles physical therapist or physiotherapist, as such or
in any translation, are the sole preserve of persons who hold
qualifications approved by national professional associations
which are members of the World Confederation for Physical
Therapy (WCPT).
On behalf of its member organisations, the WCPT claims
exclusivity to these titles.
Members of the public wishing to access the services of a
physical therapist are entitled to know that recognised
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qualifications are held and that professional behaviour is
governed by ethical codes.
The WCPT calls on governments of member organisations to
enact legislation. where it does not already exist, to protect the
public by limiting the use of these titles to appropriately
qualified persons.
Further, the WCPT calls on governments of member
organisations to refrain from developing generic
classifications that deny the specificity of physical therapy by
ensuring that qualified physical therapists always have the
right to be employed as physical therapists.

The legislation is something of a silver thread that
provides through the professional association not only a
national principle of registration but also a global one.
I received a letter dated 21 September from Megan
Davidson, the president of the Australian Physiotherapy
Association. I will not read the whole letter, but in it
Ms Davidson quite specifically states:
I am writing to seek your support, as a member of the
Legislative Council, for the bill and for the protection of the
titles 'physiotherapist' and 'physical therapist'.

There is almost universal acceptance nationally,
internationally and among local associations of the need
for such legislation.
On the question Miss Gould raised in respect of
whether the titles will provide sufficient protection to
avoid misuse as is required in the declaration of
principles of the WCPT, I point out that under
clause 57(1 )(a) the title being protected also refers to
any other title calculated to induce a belief that the
person is registered under the act. There is every
mechanism available in the legislation to achieve its
objectives.
A particularly important precedent set by the bill, which
is in the public interest, is the requirement for
physiotherapists to provide evidence from registrants
that they have adequate arrangements for professional
indemnity insurance as a condition of initial registration
and continued registration. We have all heard stories
about professional indemnities, and it is clearly in the
public interest that individual practitioners be required
to maintain a position whereby they can meet their
obligations for damages if the law and circumstance
make such a demand I believe this principle should be
even more extant
As part of the process in bringing a very sensible piece
of legislation before the house the government has
consulted the profession and taken account of
community views. I have no hesitation in supporting
the bill.

Hon. PAT POWER (Jika Jika) - Along with
Miss Gould, I am delighted to have the opportunity to
briefly indicate the opposition's support for the
Physiotherapists Registration Bill. I am pleased to
follow the contribution by Dr Ross because he gave a
particularly learned explanation of the reasons for the
legislation, its intent and the benefits it will bring to
Victorians.
Miss Gould and Dr Ross indicated that the bill updates
and modernises legislation concerning the registration
of physiotherapists and in so doing adopts the model
that has been used for the registration of nurses,
medical practitioners, osteopaths, optometrists and
podiatrists. I indicate my support for the legislation on
behalf of a number of professional practitioners in the
electorate that I represent who have taken the trouble to
request my support. I compliment them on being
committed to their profession and to the wellbeing of
those who might seek treatment from them.
Miss Gould and Dr Ross referred to correspondence
from Megan Davidson, who wrote to a number of
parliamentarians in her capacity as president of the
Australian Physiotherapy Association. In a letter dated
21 September she states in part:
The Australian Physiotherapy Association Victorian branch
was pleased to see the second and third readings of the
Physiotherapists Registration Bill pass through the Legislative
Assembly on 2 September 1998. The APA acknowledges
both government and opposition support for the bill.

It is important to acknowledge that the bill has
bipartisan support.
Victorian physiotherapists aim to provide safe, effective
services to the community and expect to be held accountable
for a professional duty of care. The APA Victorian branch
supports the proposed new Physiotherapists Registration Act

I also received correspondence from Bridget Shaw,
who lives in Northcote, and a number of therapists who
work at the Alphington Sports Medicine Clinic Paul Vesentini, Sue Hogarth, Steve Evans,
Paul Romanin, Gaylene McKay, John Wilson,
Luke Spetch and Debra Virtue, who say:
The bill is important in as much as it protects the community
with a professional code of conduct and ensures a duty of care
is undertaken only by suitably qualified practitioners.

That ethic of those professional practitioners is to be
applauded Quite clearly they are prepared to put
themselves on the line in their commitment to patients.
I also received correspondence from Tracey Grayden of
the Reservoir Physiotherapy Clinic, who states in part:
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As a member of the Australian Physiotherapy Association

Victorian Branch I am pleased to support the Physiotherapists
Registration Bill .. .! support the proposed protection of the
titles 'physiotherapist' and 'physical therapist' since both
titles are commonly used to describe practitioners of
physiotherapy.
Members of the public ... are entitled to know that recognised
qualifications are held and that professional behaviour is
governed by ethical codes.
I assure you that Victorian physiotherapists aim to provide
safe, effective services to the community and expect to be
held accountable for a professional duty of care.

in Victoria enable them to enjoy worldwide status
because from time to time they are required to train,
lecture and give advice to the industry on a worldwide
basis. That point should be recorded and brought to the
attention of the house. It is another example of
Victorian industry setting the benchmark for world best
practice.
Motion agreed to by absolute majority.
Read third time.

Remaining stages

That brief contribution shows my support for the
legislation. On the basis of correspondence I have
received, physiotherapists are committed to the highest
ethical and professional standards.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT - Order! I am of the
opinion that the second reading requires to be passed by
an absolute majority of the whole number of the
members of the Legislative Council. As there is not an
absolute majority of the members of the house present,
I ask the Clerk to ring the bells.

Passed remaining stages.

ARTS ACTS (AMENDMENT) BILL
Introduction andfirst reading
Received from Assembly.
Read first time on motion of Hon. M. A. BIRRELL
(Minister for Industry, Science and Technology).

BeUsrung.
Members having assembled in chamber:

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT - Order! As the
carriage of the bill requires to be passed by an absolute
majority of the members of the Legislative Council, I
ask honourable members supporting the motion to rise
in their places.
Required number of members having risen:
Motion agreed to by absolute majority.
Read second time.

Third reading

Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - By
leave, I move:
That this bill be now read a third time.

I thank honourable members for their contributions to
the debate on this important bill.
Hon. B. C. BOARDMAN (Chelsea) - I wish to
make a brief comment about the Physiotherapists
Registration Bill that was not covered by other
members. Victoria enjoys a worldwide reputation for
physical therapists and physiotherapists. My advice
from the Australian Physiotherapy Association is that
having physical therapists protected in the bill means
that the qualifications those individuals have to practise

ADJOURNMENT
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - I
move:
That the house do now adjourn.

Ozone layer
Hon. JEAN McLEAN (Melbourne West) - The
matter I raise for the attention of the Minister for Health
concerns the ozone layer. Dr Susan Solomon, the
world's leading ozone expert says that the hole in the
ozone layer over the Antarctic now covers 26 million
square miles, three times the size of Australia The
ozone layer protects the earth's inhabitants from the
sun's ultraviolet radiation. As the minister would be
aware, that radiation is causing high skin cancer rates
and is now also suspected of causing birth deformities
in animals. Scientists are expressing growing alarm at
the size of the hole in the ozone layer, which leaves
26 million square miles of the planet temporarily
unprotected from ultraviolet rays. Scientists now
believe they have evidence that global warming is
worsening ozone depletion.
Honourable members interjecting.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT - Order! There is
too much noise from the government front bench. The
Chair cannot hear and I am sure Hansard is having
difficulty also.

ADJOURNMENT
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Hon. JEAN McLEA.'\" - Government members
may not think it important, but when they suffer from
cancer they may understand.
Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan interjected.
The DEPUTY PRESIDE~l- Order! I ask
honourable members to desist from interjecting to allow
Mrs McLean to make the point she wishes to make.
Hon. JEAN McLEAN - Scientists of the world
believe the hole in the ozone layer is dangerous to the
world's population. What advice is the Minister for
Health receiving about stepping up the protection of
Victoria's population against the added threat of skin
cancer and birth deformities? I do not believe the Slip,
Slap Slop campaign is necessarily enough to protect our
citizens from the threat of ozone depletion.

Gas: Longford explosion
Hon. C. J. HOGG (Melbourne North) - I raise a
matter for the attention of the minister representing the
Minister for Planning and Local Government.
However, I refer the matter to the Minister for Health,
who is responsible for human services, because the
matter may fall into his province. The response to the
gas emergency of councils in Melbourne North
Province has been resourceful, timely, generous and
most effective. Clearly, every council's focus has been
on the provision of essential services to the aged, sick
and disabled, and sometimes to new mothers, to
mention only a few of the groups that have been in real
need during the gas crisis.
The City of Whittlesea has been and remains at the
forefront of effective service provision, but it has a
valid concern about the reimbursement of costs
incurred in providing substantial additional services
during the crisis. Clearly, this will be an issue once gas
is reconnected and additional costs are known. I ask the
Minister for Planning and Local Government whether it
is appropriate for the Office of Local Government to
play a role in assisting councils with information when
there is a justifiable case for reimbursement. However,
it may be that the minister responsible for human
services has a better solution to the matter I raise.

St John Ambulance: Drivesafe First Aid
Hon. PAT POWER (Jika Jika) - I seek the
assistance of the Minister for Roads and Ports in
relation to a matter with which I am sure he will
empathise. Saturday, 3 October, to Sunday, 11 October,
is Every Second Counts National St John Week.
Honourable members would be aware that St John
Ambulance is and has been a charitable organisation in
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Australia for over 100 years. Every year throughout
Australia thousands of people are treated by the service
at sporting events, shows, concerts and community
activities. I seek the assistance of the minister because
St John Ambulance Australia has introduced what I
think is a very innovative scheme to provide a first -aid
course for young drivers in an effort to educate them
about the potential tragedies that result from motor
accidents.
Drivesafe First Aid is a new 3-hour practical hands-on
course that teaches essential first aid skills required to
administer first-aid at the scene of a road accident. The
first 3 or 4 minutes following an accident are critical to
the survival of injured persons. New research by
St John Ambulance has found that 5 per cent of
fatalities could have been prevented if the people first at
a crash scene had known how to clear the airways of
those injured. I know this matter does not technically
fall within the ambit of the minister, but I ask whether
he could hold discussions with his relevant cabinet
colleagues to see whether the government is able to
support this initiative publicly, or perhaps investigate
ways in which the government may become involved in
a more meaningful way.

Gas: Longford explosion
Hon. M. M. GOULD (Doutta Galla) - I refer the
Minister for Small Business to a report published in the
Australian of29 September concerning the owner of a
coffee shop, Miss Sally Khodr, a Lebanese immigrant,
who could not afford to close her coffee shop despite
the gas crisis. Miss Khodr has been working late at
night using an electric saucepan to prepare for business
the next day. I ask the minister to ensure that not only
Miss Sally Khodr but all small businesses that are
suffering as a result of the gas crisis receive adequate
financial assistance.

Responses
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) Mrs McLean raised with me the impact of ozone
depletion on cancer, particularly skin cancer and baby
deformity. I will certainly take on board her request for
information and ensure that she gets an answer.

Mrs Hogg raised with me the costs incurred by local
government generally - in particular by the Whittlesea
City Council- in coping with the additional pressures
as a result of the gas emergency. It is important for us to
understand that the whole community is bearing a cost,
just as the state government is bearing a cost. Some of
the costs of responding to the emergency must be borne
by local government, but in some areas we can readily
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agree to recognise the additional costs. One such area is
Meals on Wheels. Throughout this period many good
discussions have been held between my department,
local government and other welfare agencies to
establish as best we are able in the period of emergency
management who will bear certain costs. I
acknowledge that some areas will need to be taken on
board by government.
At the end of the day I will be encouraging all
municipalities to advise the Office of Local
Government of the costs they have incurred as a result
of this emergency. That is not in any way to indicate
that assistance will be provided. We need a better
understanding of the cost of the tragedy that occurred at
Longford on Friday a week ago.

Gas: Longford safety inspections
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS (Jika Jika) - I refer
the Minister for Finance to his comment today that
licensing inspections had been carried out in June and
July before Esso was granted a licence under the
dangerous goods regulations. Will the minister confirm
that those inspections were carried out by a Victorian
Workcover Authority dangerous goods inspector? Is he
able to assure the house that the inspection visits
involved actual inspections of plant and equipment to
ensure they conformed with the dangerous goods
regulations and were not just examinations of the paper
applications?

Further responses
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) - I
am flattered that Mr Theophanous would think I may
have that detail at my disposal during an adjournment
debate. I will take the question in the spirit offered. I
will get detailed information and report back to him as a
matter of urgency.
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - Mr Power raised an important issue; little
does he know how important it is to me. I have spent
time talking to him and to the chamber about my
involvement for many years with the St John
Ambulance organisation and dealing with the issue he
raised. Therefore, he should conclude that I will
examine the issue seriously and ascertain what we can
do about it.
At the outset I add my personal support to the campaign
to have everybody in the community acquire practical
skills in the administration of fIrst aid In 1965 I was
posted with the Royal Australian Air Force to the
Larrakeyah army barracks in Darwin as a petty officer
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in the medical corps. Our corps was given the job of
establishing a St John Ambulance brigade and training
its officers. I was the first instructor of the fIrst group of
St John Ambulance people to be trained in Darwin. At
home I still have the silver tray presented to me and
photographs of the young graduates who undertook the
program. Eventually, St John Ambulance officers
provided to the community, especially at race meetings,
ambulance and other services that had previously not
been provided there.
The dedication ofSt John Ambulance officers to their
cause has always inspired me. Often they are the
unsung heroes in aid situations; they put a lot of time
and effort into what they do.
The issue raised by Mr Power is dear to my heart, as
only last week my 18-year-old son obtained his
P-plates. He and my daughters, aged 21 and 22, are
among young Victorians now driving and gaining road
experience and, perhaps more importantly, learning
what to do when one comes across an accident scene.
Mr Power is correct when he says that fIrst-aid action
taken within the fIfSt few minutes after one arrives at a
road accident can make the difference between life and
death. It may be a matter of clearing the airway of an
injured person or knowing how to resuscitate. Lessons
learned in only 3 hours of practical first-aid tuition,
particularly by young drivers, can prove most
worthwhile.
I will discuss the issue with my colleagues in cabinet. I
will give my support to the St John Ambulance people
in any publicity they need on this issue, and I will look
at ways in which I can be involved in their program.

Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small
Business) - Miss Gould referred to an article in the
Australian of29 September regarding a coffee shop
damaged during the present gas crisis. That matter was
of huge concern to me as Minister for Small Business
and to all other ministers. The commonwealth
government has established a $100 million aid program
to assist, among many others, small businesses,
including owners of small restaurants. The program
will help to cover the cost of, for example, gas
conversions.
I have had a number of discussions with the federal
Minister for Workplace Relations and Small Business,
Peter Reith, and with the Victorian Employers
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, which presented
me with a submission on a range of matters it considers
deserve commonwealth government fmancial
assistance. I am also pleased to advise the house that I
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have briefed all the peak small business and tourist
associations on the situation.
A number of requests have been made of me, including
requests to get gas back on line, but I do not have the
technical expertise to do that. I have spoken to the
Property Council of Australia, which I must say in
fairness to it, has issued a press release in which it states
it will look at hardship situations case by case. I
consider those to be the sorts of productive steps a state
government small business minister can take.
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I am pleased that the commonwealth government has
announced the establishment of an emergency fund.
The most positive news is that small business will be on
line when gas becomes available tomorrow.
Motion agreed to.
House adjourned 9.06 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT (Hon. B. A. Chamberlain) took the
chair at 10.02 a.m. and read the prayer.

MUTUAL RECOGNITION (VICTORIA)
BILL
Introduction and first reading

(b) whether adequate safety practices and procedures were

recommended and subsequently enforced by VWA or other
government agencies following a number of incidents in
which workers were injured or the gas supply interrupted;
(c) whether the government's move to employer self-regulation
and self-inspection in safety matters had any impact on
safety at the site;
(d) whether the VW A is enforcing the obligations on employers
to report any occurrences which have the potential to
compromise safety and whether any such occurrences were
reported at the site; and

Received from Assembly.
Read first time on motion of Hon. M. A. BJRRELL
(Minister for Industry, Science and Technology).

ABSENCE OF CLERK
The PRESIDENT - Order! I advise the house that
I have approved the attendance of the Clerk at the
44th Commonwealth Parliamentary Conference in
Wellington, New Zealand, from 16 to 23 October to
enable him to act as joint secretary to the Australian
states and territories delegation.
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - I
move:
That the Clerk-Assistant perform the duties of the Clerk of the
Council during his absence, and take the chair at the table.

Motion agreed to.

PAPERS
Laid on table by Clerk:
Members of Parliament (Register of Interests) Act 1978Swnmary of Returns June 1998 and Swnmary of Variations
notified between 14 May and I October 1~8.

Public Record Office - Report, 1997-98.

GAS: LONGFORD EXPLOSION
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS (JikaJika)- I
move:
That this house calls on the government to ensure that the

inquiry into the Longford gas disaster includes a full
investigation of the practices and responsibilities of the
Victorian Workcover Authority (VWA) with respect to
occupational health and safety and the handling of dangerous
goods at the site, including(a)

whether the VWA made adequate inspections of safety
procedures and equipment prior to renewing for a further
five years Esso' s licence to handle dangerous goods in
August this year,

(e) whether the abolition of common law has led to a reduced
financial imperative on employers, particularly those who
are self-insurers like Esso, to maintain safety standards.

At 12.30 p.m. on Friday, 25 September 1998, an
explosion and fire ripped through the no. 1 gas
processing plant at Esso's Longford gas facility. Two
Esso employees, Peter Wilson and John Lowery, died
in the explosion and a further eight people were
seriously injured. Of those eight, four were very
seriously injured and will take many months to recover,
if at all. Other workers have suffered shock and trauma
and may take years to recover.
On behalf of the Australian Labor Party I begin my
contribution today by expressing mine and the
opposition's condolences to the families of Peter
Wilson and John Lowery. We also put on record our
appreciation for the heroism. shown by these and other
workers as well as CFA volunteers who risked their
lives to bring the fire under control. We owe them. an
enormous debt of gratitude.

However, they are not the only workers who have lost
their lives in industrial accidents. I refer the house to a
brochure produced by the Industrial Deaths Support
and Advocacy group this week, which is Health and
Safety Week:
The number of people who die each year in Australia as a
result of an occupational accident or disease is greater than
the national road toll. Approximately 3000 people die
annually from work-related causes, yet governments spend
significantly less on workplace safety than road safety
campaigns.

Those statistics are food for thought for honourable
members. Nothing can describe the trauma and the
emotional distress experienced by families when a
member of a family is killed in an industrial accident. It
is not just the accident itself; it is also the inquiry that
follows and the stress of trying to work out the answers
to the question, 'Why did it happen?'.
A book by Elizabeth Horvath Mobayed entitled Till
Death Us Do Part - Industrial death narratives, which
documents such deaths in Victoria from the point of
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view of the people involved, will be launched
tomorrow. I recommend that any member who wants to
know what it is like to have a family member killed in
an industrial accident should get a copy.
Although the tragedy at Longford has been felt most by
the families and loved ones of the courageous
employees at the site and by those directly involved in
the aftermath, such as the CFA volunteers, ambulance
officers and emergency service personnel, the cost to
the entire community has been and will be profound
Apart from what is needed for emergency use, the gas
supply has been cut off for virtually the entire state. Up
to 200 000 workers have been laid off as thousands of
businesses have been forced to close their doors. Apart
from the human cost, the economic loss to Victoria and
Australia will be measured in billions of dollars. The
Australian Industry Group has estimated the cost at
$100 million per day, while large companies such as
Toyota have estimated that the cost to them is about
$8 million per day. David Edwards of the Victorian
Employers Chamber of Commerce and Industry hardly somebody associated with the Labor Party - is
reported in the Age of 1 October 1998 as stating:
If a lot of these businesses don't recover then thousands of
jobs will be permanently lost

The human and economic costs of the disaster are
massive. It does the Premier and the government no
credit whatever to suggest that Victorians are concerned
about whether or not they have hot showers, because
that is not their concern. Victorians are concerned about
whether the sick, disabled and others in the community
who need the service get the service, and about the
effects the disaster will have on the economy in the
coming months.
The recent incident was the latest in a series of
accidents at Esso's Gippsland operations. The first
stage of the Longford gas processing plant was built in
the 1960s and by 1970 it had suffered a major blast and
fire in a compressor house. Nine workers were injured,
five of whom were transported to the Gippsland Base
Hospital for emergency treatment. According to reports
of the day it was fortuitous that a medical convention
was being held at the hospital because doctors were on
hand to treat the workers. Fortunately the location
within the plant of the 1970 fire meant there was no
interruption of the Melbourne gas supply.
A number of other incidents have occurred on the Bass
Strait platforms, which feed the plant and which are
also controlled by Esso. In 1968 a massive undersea gas
blow-out at the Marlin A7 platform shot through the
seabed and was eventually contained by the colourful
figure, Red Adair. In 1970 a leaking safety valve on
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Marlin A4 caught fire and threatened the entire system
to Longford; eye witnesses claimed that the flames
were visible 60 kilometres away. In 1987 there was an
appalling incident on the Kingfisher platform. Engineer
Mark Crossley, who caught fire following an explosion
and fire, jumped off the rig to put out the fire on his
body and drowned at sea. His female assistant was
badly burned in the incident and carries the scars to this
day. A federal police and occupational health and safety
authority investigation resulted in Esso being
prosecuted and fined $15 000 for breaches of safety
regulations.
Following an investigation by Workcover's predecessor
of a 1989 fire on the Tuna platform, in 1993 Esso was
fined $6000 and ordered to pay costs for failing to
comply with regulations and maintaining a safe
workplace without risk to health. An appalling aspect of
the 1993 conviction was that at an opposition briefing
on 1 October 1998 neither the chief executive of the
Victorian Workcover Authority, Andrew Lindberg, nor
the manager of field operations, Glenn Sargent, who
has a history of more than 20 years with the former
occupational health and safety authority, were aware of
the Tuna platform incident or the 1993 prosecution.
Mr Sargent told the opposition that the federal
department responsible for natural resources would
have investigated the incident because the rigs are
outside the state's jurisdiction. The fact is although
there was an initial federal police investigation, it was
taken over by Inspector David Considine of the
occupational health and safety authority, and
proceedings which resulted in a prosecution were
subsequently commenced.
The assistant coroner at the time, Graeme Johnstone,
also undertook his own investigation of the
circumstances of the fire. He stated that the fire had the
potential to be another Piper Alpha incident, referring to
the huge North Sea fire that cost 170 lives. The
similarities between the Piper Alpha fire and the Tuna
platform fire are stark. In both cases the drencher
systems failed. At the Tuna platform fire only the
bravery of the workers who risked their lives to start the
systems avoided a potential catastrophe of the
magnitude of Piper Alpha
It is amazing that the Victorian Workcover Authority
appeared not to have a clue about those important
events in which its predecessor had been intimately
involved. Honourable members should consider the
facts: a major fire occurred on a platform and resulted
in Esso being fined, yet the person responsible from the
former authority told the opposition the authority had
nothing to do with it. Either the VWA has no idea about
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safety issues at Esso and on the platfonns or it
deliberately misled the opposition at the briefing.
Only three months ago another accident at the Esso
operation - apparently a pipe froze - led to gas being
cut off to Melburnians and cost Victorian businesses
millions of dollars. The fact that the Kennett
government allowed the investigation of the
accident - of the incident - to be conducted in
house-Hon. R. M. HaUam -

Accident or incident?

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - This incident and
accident occurred three months ago, and the
investigation was conducted in house by Esso, not by
an independent body. It is a disgrace that it took the
death of two people and a massive public outcry before
the Premier would agree to an inquiry. Esso still refuses
to make this report public and so does the Kennett
government, which has been provided with a copy of it
Esso's excuse for not making the report public is that it
is a commercial-in-confidence document How is the
commercial-in-confidence aspect expressed? Esso does
not have a commercial contract with the gas customers
of Victoria; it has a commercial contract with Vencorp,
which is the government-owned body that distributes
gas throughout Victoria.
On the basis of its commercial contract with Vencorp
the government stated that the report is a
commercial-in-confidence document. To whom did
Esso provide a copy of the report? It provided it to
Vencorp, which is its customer. The government, as the
owner ofVencorp, has a copy, and Esso has washed its
hands of any responsibility to gas customers by saying
that its customers are not the gas consumers of Victoria
but rather the govemment-owned Vencorp.

Serious questions arise concerning the report. There is
not only the question of why the report was not made
public; there is also the issue of why the Victorian
Workcover Authority does not have a copy of the
report, why it did not seek one and why it did not seek
to find out what went wrong, given its ongoing role of
monitoring safety at the site. To my knowledge the
Victorian Workcover Authority still has not seen a copy
of the report, which might shed some light on the safety
and maintenance practices of Esso.
The opposition believes the incident involving the
freeze can be traced back to the cutbacks in
maintenance and changed operational procedures at
Esso.
Hon. R. M. HaUam inquiry?
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So you are pre-empting the

Bon. T. C. THEOPHA.'l'JOUS- You did not want
to have an inquiry; you were not interested enough to
go down and get the report or to inquire whether you
could be briefed by Vencorp in relation to the report. If
I were you I would sit down and be quiet.
Honourable members interjecting.

The PRESIDENT - Order! The Leader of the
Opposition should be given reasonable latitude to
present his case to the house, and I ask other
honourable members to desist from interjecting and
wait their turn.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - The opposition
has been told that part of the reason for the freeze was
the cutbacks in maintenance, including the
abandonment of 24-hour manning ofEsso platfonns.
Esso took the view that such manning was not
necessary because of the automatic alarm system and
the ability of helicopters to get to the platforms within
half an hour. On that basis Esso decided it was not
necessary to maintain 24-hour manning of the
platforms.

The opposition has been told that the alarm went off on
the platform during a period of bad weather. As a
consequence the helicopter could not land on the
platfonn so a decision had to be made on whether the
alarm was genuine and whether it represented
something going wrong in the system. Because of
conflicting data with other Esso monitoring
infonnation, the decision was taken that it was not a
real alarm and the platfonn could continue to operate.
That was the wrong decision.
Hon. R. M. Hallam -

So you say.

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - That is what the
opposition has been told, and you can clear that up
tomorrow by releasing a copy of the report that
Vencorp has received from Esso. I doubt that you will.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - In the meantime you will
speculate wildly.
Hon. D. A. NardeUa - Why don't you clear it up,
then?
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - There was also a
shortage of antifreeze agents when the blockage
occurred. It is clear from the information received by
the opposition that maintenance procedures had been
cut back and that as a consequence a number of
incidents have occurred at the Esso operation in
Longford. An inquiry is necessary, and it has to be
far-reaching enough to examine also the role of the
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government. Vencorp has a responsibility to ensure the
safe delivery of gas to Victorians. What action did
Vencorp take once it got the report from Esso about the
freeze? Why didn't Vencorp instigate its own
investigation to discover what took place? Why didn't
the government take any action to have an independent
inquiry?
Had the Premier stated three months ago when the
freeze occurred that there ought to be a full independent
inquiry and had that independent inquiry taken place, it
may have identified some of the maintenance problems
and thereby prevented the incident on 25 September
which resulted in the death of two Victorian workers.
The critical decision by the government not to have an
independent inquiry may well have resulted in the
unfortunate and tragic accident on 25 September 1998.
However, I doubt that the minister or the government
will take any responsibility for not having properly
investigated the plant following a very serious incident
that resulted in supply being cut off and businesses
suffering damages involving millions of dollars.
Despite the litany of accidents - they are not
unlinked - at the Esso operations in Gippsland, there
have been many other occurrences. Esso has been fined
for breaches of safety on a number of occasions and
there have been occurrences involving death in which
Esso was involved.
Hon. N. B. Lucas - When?
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - If you need to
knowone-Hon. R M. HaDam - You described it as a litany a
moment ago.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS-A fatal injury
occurred in 1988, 10 years ago, when an Esso worker
collapsed while working inside a vertical LPG storage
tank. His exposure to concentrated nitrogen in an
enclosed space caused irreversible damage.
Hon. Philip Davis - Where did that occur?
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS -It occurred in
Geelong, and the prosecution was heard in Geelong
Magistrates Court in July 1991.
Hon. Philip Davis -

This happened in Geelong?

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - At Esso Australia
Ltd in Geelong. As I said, not only has Gippsland a
poor record - Hon. Philip Davis interjected
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The PRESIDENT - Order! Mr Davis, if you
intend interjecting you might go back to your seat.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - On that occasion
Esso was convicted on one count of breaching sections
21(1) and (2)(e) of the Occupational Health and Safety
Act and fined $5000 plus $2438 in costs. That is
another example of the so-called safety record of Esso.
Despite those events - this is only one example of a
small number - Hon. N. B. Lucas - A small number! From a litany
of examples?
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - It is just a small
number in what must have been a larger number of
occurrences over the years. Despite those accidents the
public face ofEsso, Ron Webb, is reported in the Age
of3 October 1998 as saying:
We have a safety histOlY in Esso we are proud of ... Ex-this
event the last lost-time injwy that we had in our total
operation was November 1996.

He was referring to the Longford plant. The opposition
believes that statement is untrue. Even Eileen
McMahon identified that in the past twelve months the
VWA has investigated at least two accidents at the
plant.
The opposition also believes that a prohibition notice
was issued to Esso by the Victorian Workcover
Authority safety inspector who was working at the
plant at the time. That prohibition notice resulted from
an accident involving a worker who was injured last
year. The statement by the Esso chairman is laughable.
Indeed, the prohibition notice was issued by inspector
David Considine, who I understand is one of the
growing number of inspectors who have simply had
enough and have left the Victorian Workcover
Authority. As I have said, inspector David Considine
who issued the prohibition notice was one of a
diminishing group of dedicated inspectors who tried
against the odds to ensure safety at the site. That was in
the face ofKennett government cutbacks to safety
inspections and in the face of the push by the Victorian
Workcover Authority towards self-inspection and
self-regulation by employers in order to cut costs.
By the middle of this year David Considine had had
enough and on 26 July 1997 he finished working as an
inspector after accepting a package. The weekly or spot
checks of and visits to the plant by David Considine
that occurred even within the framework of the now
diminished role for inspectors also ceased when David
Considine left. What is more, in a further cost-cutting
measure the VWA decided to close its occupational
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health and safety office in Raymond Street, Sale. That
fully equipped VWA safety office in Sale has remained
closed since July this year.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - It was only open once a
fortnight.
HoD. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - It was not, as the
minister has claimed, an office that was open once a
fortnight.
Hon. R. M. Hallam inteIjected.
HoD. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - He has repeated
it. The opposition totally rejects that view. There was a
full-time officer working out of that Sale office where
there is now no full-time officer. The opposition also
rejects the view that the Traralgon office has been
upgraded as a result of closing the Sale office, as the
minister has attempted to suggest, and that more staff
are available. The opposition believes the work of the
Traralgon office has if anything been cut back.
Certainly there has been no evidence to the contrary.
Hon. N. B. Lucas - Weren't you listening to the
minister last night?
HoD. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Members of the
opposition do not listen to what the minister says
because he rarely tells the truth. The opposition looks
forward to his having to come to the house again and
apologise for not telling the truth. It would not be the
first time he has had to do it.
Honourable members interjecting.

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - We look forward
to his having to come into the house and do it again.
Advice received about the Traralgon office is that the
number of staff has not been increased. Certainly there
has been no compensation for the loss of the Sale office
of the Victorian Workcover Authority.
Since the fire occurred on the Friday the VWA has
gone into panic mode. Its primary objective has not
been to investigate but rather to make sure that the
VWA is in the clear. It has not been interested in
anything else. The VW A investigation down there has
come second to internal efforts by the VWA to make
sure that it is in the clear. That has been the VWA
management's primary objective since the fire occurred
on Friday.
I want to put on the record an account of events passed
on to the opposition. It can be interpreted only as
attempts by the Victorian Workcover Authority to
nobble David Considine, who was the employee who

left on 26 July after having had enough ofthe authority,
and to cover up any scrutiny of its own role in
monitoring safety at Longford
HoD. R. M. Hallam - Did he accept a package?
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Yes, he accepted
a package, Minister. It is interesting that you should say
that because normal government practice is to offer
packages to people whose jobs have been made
redundant. He accepted a package because no longer
would there be an officer at Sale inspecting safety at the
plant. He accepted a package because that job was
made redundant. David Considine had had enough.
That account was provided to the opposition by safety
inspectors who are prepared to risk their jobs because
they are so concerned about what is happening. They
are under considerable threat of being sacked by the
Victorian Workcover Authority.
On Monday, 28 September one of the Victorian

Workcover Authority's field service managers rang the
Traralgon Workcover office. I have the name of the
officer, but I will not name him at this time. He asked a
senior inspector at that office, Mr George Crick, to
speak to David Considine, who was no longer an
employee of the Victorian Workcover Authority, about
the prohibition notice that he had issued to Esso in
November 1997. He wanted to know with whom
Considine had spoken about the notice, the reasons for
issuing the notice and whether he intended to speak
publicly about it.
It is clear in this series of events, which we believe to
be accurate, that the Victorian Workcover Authority
was more interested in covering its tracks than it was in
investigating the fire at Longford. It was more
interested in ensuring that none of the information
became public. Presumably David Considine is one
person who will testify before the future inquiry.
Currently I am sure Mr Considine is feeling knocked
about by this process.
There is an emerging issue about the other reports
issued by inspectors when they attend the Longford
facility. When an inspector visits a site for a safety
inspection he formally completes an inspection record,
which details his observations and recommendations. I
have a copy of a blank inspection record form. If
honourable members are interested I am happy to make
it available. I have removed the inspection number on
the report because it would identify the inspector who
made it available to the opposition. Obviously the
climate of fear among the inspectors is such that the
individual concerned does not wish to be identified.
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The minister said in answer to a question yesterday that
there had been 1000 inspections at the Longford site
over the past 10 years. For the benefit of the minister,
981 inspections were made over the past 10 years at the
Longford site. The minister also said yesterday that
37 visits had been made to the Longford site over the
past two years. I believe it was also the figure bandied
around by Eileen McMahon, who gave it to the
minister.

Hon. N. B. Lucas - The minister said 'almost
1000'; so he was right.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Just listen to the
debate. On examination, 1000 inspections over 10 years
is an average of 100 inspections a year. If
37 inspections were made over the past two years that
is an average of 18 inspections a year. I do not think
this occurred to the minister: although he said the
inspectors were doing a terrific job because there had
been 37 inspections over the past two years, the average
over the previous 8 years was 120 inspections a year. It
has gone from 120 inspections a year - more than
twice a week - to 18 inspections a year.
The minister has inadvertently identified the reduction
in safety inspections. Only one-fifth of the safety
inspections are occurring now that took place two or
three years ago. Why? Because of changes to a whole
host of regulations introduced by the government under
the Occupational Health and Safety Act, the Boiler and
Pressure Vessels Regulations and a host of other
regulations that were scrapped two years ago. That has
resulted in a massive reduction in the number of visits
at the Longford plant.
In were the minister I would not be bandying about the
figure of 37 inspections over the past two years. That is
a poor record compared with what occurred over the
previous eight years when tighter safety regulations
were employed at the site. The inspection records are
designed to give a comprehensive picture of what is
going on regarding inspections at the site, the ongoing
process of checking and monitoring and of ensuring
that safety regulations are being adhered to.
The reports are placed on computer and are accessible
to all Victorian Workcover Authority inspectors. That
is what allows them to perform their duties. They have
access to all the relevant documentation and
information gathered as a result of those ongoing
reports. VWA inspectors have informed the opposition
that all inspection records at the Longford plant since
1994 have disappeared from the computer.
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The records must be examined in the course of every
investigation. I therefore seek an assurance from the
minister that the records have not been tampered with
and that they will be made available to the board of
inquiry. The opposition's information is that a senior
staff member at the Traralgon office has also expressed
concern that the handwritten records of inspectors,
which are kept for a limited period, may be in the
process of being destroyed. I further seek an assurance
from the minister that handwritten records will not be
destroyed prior to an independent investigation taking
place.
The accounts that have been given to the opposition
have not come from an ordinary employee of the
Victorian Workcover Authority or a member of the
public but from the very safety inspectors who are
charged with the responsibility of making sure they
keep safe Victorian workplaces so that the sorts of
fatalities and accidents that occurred at Longford in the
past week do not occur. The VW A has much to be
concerned about in the event of a full investigation of
its activities because its responsibilities with respect to
the Esso operation were onerous and far reaching. As a
VWA self-insurer Esso has been appointed to manage
its own Workcover scheme. Appointments are made
initially on a furee..year basis and subsequently every
four years the VW A has a comprehensive responsibility
to satisfy itself of the safety practices and procedures
adopted by Esso. Under the scheme Esso can also
expect a full safety audit and to undergo various
procedures every 12 months.
The minister has indicated a Safetymap verification was
performed at Esso on 30 April 1996 - two and a half
years ago. Before the VWA decided it no longer
needed to do such checking, it conducted a safety audit
annually. The VWA has dropped the requirement for it
to conduct its own yearly safety audit. It is now content
with annual self-audits of safety by self-insurers and
every four years it does a full safety audit. Every year
after that it says to Esso and other self-insurers, 'It is up
to you to conduct an annual safety audit of your
operations and to satisfy yourself that safety is okay at
the plant'. It is an abrogation of the VWA's
responsibility for it to leave it up to Esso and other
self-insurers to make decisions about self-audits.
The safety audits are not comprehensive. The
Safetymap audit has become a bit of a joke around the
industry because it does not satisfactorily test whether
safety standards have been adhered to by self-insurers.
The 12 elements in a Safetymap check include design
and contract review, document control, purchasing,
working safely by the system, monitoring standards,
reporting and correcting deficiencies, managing
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movement and materials, collecting and using data,
auditing of management systems, developing skills and
competencies, building and sustaining commitment,
and documentation strategy and design and contract
review. The 12 elements do not relate to whether or not
the workplace is safe.
It is no wonder we hear of accidents such as the one at
Shell. Shell underwent a Safetymap audit and was
given a Safetymap clearance by the VWA early in
1994, but by September of that year multiple
explosions occurred, causing a fire at the polypropylene
plant at Geelong. The accident resulted in the death of
Mr Stan Martella and burns to 80 per cent ofMr Peter
McColl's body. The accident happened only a matter of
months after the apparent completion of the VWA
safety check. A hydrochloric acid leak was involved
and the burns suffered by an apprentice and a
subcontractor were very severe. If the state has an
organisation which is supposed to be responsible for
safety and which conducts such safety checks it ought
to mean something.
The Shell incident is not the only example. The
opposition could put forward myriad examples. A
similar pattern was in evidence at Bendix Mintex Pty
Ltd. The company received safety mapping, yet a very
short time after the audit an accident was reported and
people were injured. What confidence can the
community have in the Safetymap procedure when the
only requirement on Esso is that it conduct an annual
self-check on safety? This is part of an emerging
pattern of the way the government has decided to deal
with safety. I am appalled that changes to the
regulations in 1995 mean that effectively Victoria has
moved a substantial part of the way towards
self-inspection and self-regulation in safety matters.

Hon. R. M. Hallam intetjected
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - The minister says
'correct'. He thinks it is a good idea.
Hon. W. A. ~. Hartigan - Of course he does, it is
a good idea.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - We do not need
safety inspectors; we may as well get rid of the whole
lot, because on the minister's proposition the best way
to secure safety is to ask people to perform checks
themselves. We need not check on them, we need have
no monitoring!
Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan - You are the one
drawing the long bow, as usual.
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Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - In the next few
years the move to self-regulation will cost lives in
Victoria and the government will be responsible for that
loss oflife. I was appalled when I read an article in the
Bulletin, the occupational health and safety magazine of
the Victorian Association of Forest Industries. Under
the heading 'Proposed changes to SA regulations' it
states:
The South Australian government has proposed a radical
alternative regulatory approach to workplace safety which
could eventually see industries governed by their 0\\<11 specific
OHS arrangements.
Under the proposaJ, outlined in a discussion paper released in
August by the SA Minister for Government Enterprises,
employers would be 'deemed to comply' with their
obligations under the state's OHS regulatory system if they
meet the requirements of their industry's OHS 'arrangement'.

That is an example of taking self-regulation of safety to
the absolute extreme. It means you only have to tell,
say, the Victorian Employers Chamber of Commerce
and Industry, a chamber of manufactures, or whatever,
that you have a safe workplace and you would then be
deemed to comply. The article further states:
Self-regulation and monitoring ... are sending employers and
industry groups.

It talks about the development of a similar system

within the Victorian framework.

Hon. R. M. HaIlam - South Australia is following
the lead.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHA~OUS - No, Minister, it is
bringing in legislative change to put it back onto the
industry sectors. The Victorian minister has not gone
quite as far as that yet, but during a recent briefing the
opposition was informed that an occupational health
and safety bill is being drafted. I do not know whether it
will be introduced this sessional period. Perhaps the
minister will tell the house whether such a bill will
further deregulate the rather meagre safety regulations
now in place in Victoria
The VWA has a responsibility under the Occupational
Health and Safety Act not only to ensure Esso's
Longford workplace is safe but also a more onerous
responsibility for the licence granted to Esso under the
Dangerous Goods Act which allows Esso to handle
dangerous, toxic and inflammable substances.

Hon. R. M. HaDam - Which you obviously
confused yesterday at question time.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - There is no
confusion on my part, Minister. Despite a history of
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accidents and disasters in Esso's Gippsland
operations - the latest being the pipe freeze of a few
months ago - and despite the prohibition notice issued
by David Considine and warnings by safety inspectors,
the opposition believes the VWA renewed Esso's
dangerous goods licence without conducting a full
safety audit of the site. The minister has told the house
that visits were made to the site.

Hon. R. M. HaDam - And you knew about them
at the time, but that did not stop you putting out a
different story to the public.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Visits were made
to the site, yes, Minister.
Hon. R. M. HaDam - You might correct the
record of comments made on 3AW and 3LO.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - You could go to
a site and only have a cup of tea! That does not mean
you have conducted a full inspection.
Hon. R. M. HaDam - You said the last inspection
was made in 1996. Will you correct the record?
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - That is not
visiting the site to conduct a full inspection for the
renewal of a licence - there is a big difference. Yes,
the minister has it right, because the last full inspection
occurred in 1996, not under the Dangerous Goods Act
but under the Occupational Health and Safety Act. It is
true that visits were made to the site; according to the
minister, at least 37 visits were made.
Hon. R. M. HaDam - You were wrong.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - But that is not the
same as a comprehensive inspection for the purpose of
renewing a licence under the Dangerous Goods Act.
The minister knows very well it is not; there is a big
difference.
Hon. R. M. HaDam interjected.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Are you
suggesting, Minister, that the weekly or monthly visit
that an inspector makes is the same as the inspection
undertaken to renew a licence under the Dangerous
Goods Act?
Hon. R. M. HaDam - No, and you know the
difference.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I am glad you put
that on the record
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Hon. R. M. HaDam - You said the last full
inspection was in 1996.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I said the last
comprehensive inspection - and I stand by what I
said - was in 1996. The minister agreed with me that
the last major safety procedures inspection and
examination was in 1996. He has just told the house
that the monthly or weekly inspections are not the same
as the inspection that would take place to determine
whether a licence should be renewed.
I have been able to obtain a copy of the reports of the
June and July visits that the minister referred to; he
talks about visits having been made in June and July
prior to the granting of the dangerous goods licence. I
am sure the minister will rush off to have the VWA
check the reports. However, nowhere in the report by
inspector Sue Sinclair does it state that the purpose of
her visit in June or July was to inspect the site to renew
a licence under the Dangerous Goods Act. It is clear
from a reading of the report by Sue Sinclair that she
was simply preparing a normal report - one of the
981 or one of the 37 in the past two years - of
inspections undertaken there. That is what the report
suggests.
I refer to the report of a visit she made to the Esso plant
on 23 July 1998. In the report Ms Sinclair says nothing
about visiting the site to conduct an inspection for a
licence renewal. Under the heading 'Inspector's
observation' she states:
Ensure spill signs are on all large storage areas, e.g. hydrogen

peroxide.

Would anyone in his or her right mind argue that the act
of an inspector looking to see whether the signs on the
storage areas were up and then putting in a report that
Esso had to ensure the signs were there, constitutes an
investigation for the purposes of renewing a licence
under the Dangerous Goods Act? That is what the
minister is suggesting. Why does Sue Sinclair not say
in the report, 'The visit took place for the purposes of
renewing the licence'.
Honourable members interjecting.

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - She says:
Ensure spill signs are on all large storage areas, e.g. hydrogen
peroxide. All completed.

Hon. R. M. HaDam - No major concerns raised,
that's what it says.
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Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - 1 do not know
what you are reading from, Minister. I am reading from
the one on 23 JUly.
Hon. R. M. Ballam - Read the rest of it, 'all
completed'.
Hon. T. C. THEOPBANOUS - That is what it
says. Are you reading from the one on 23 July,
Minister?
Hon. R. M. Ballam - Yes, 23 July, inspection
no. 12513611.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - That is correct.
Hon. R. M. Ballam - Have you whited-out part of

it?
Bon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - No.

The PRESIDENT - Order! We have had this sort
of debate before and it is important that the house is not
misled. We do not know who is being misled 1 suggest
that at this stage each side provide copies to each other,
otherwise we will go around in circles for a week.
Hon. T. C. THEOP~1'JOUS - I am happy to
give the minister my copy if he is happy to give me his.

The PRESIDENT that, Minister?
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Order! Are you happy with

Hon. R. M. HaDam - 1 have not responded yet,
Mr President.

The PRESIDENT - Order! It makes it difficult
when quotations are made from what purports to be the
same document but clearly it is not. I suggest both sides
give consideration to that issue at some stage before the
debate concludes.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - The minister has
issued a challenge. 1 am happy to put on the record that
the document 1 have before me in relation to 23 July
1998, inspection no. 12513611, which is the same
number the minister read out, states under 'Inspector's
Observations':
Ensure spill signs are on all large storage areas, e.g. hydrogen
peroxide. AIl completed.

The minister suggested it says more than that and that I
had somehow doctored the document. I look forward to
the document being tabled to see whether the minister
is again trying to mislead the house. The document
does not say anything more than that. Is that not right,
Minister?

Hon. R. M. HaDam - Yes, now it is right. You
have quoted it in full.
Hon. T. C. TBEOPHANOUS - Thank you,
Minister; now you can withdraw your comments about
my having whited-out or doctored the document. This
is another example of the way in which this minister
and this governments operates. When they do not like
the message, they want to shoot the messenger. It is
interesting. The most interesting point is that the
moment I started to quote from the reports of Sue
Sinclair was the moment the minister was also handed
the reports from the VWA. I do not know what other
bits and pieces ofinfonnation the Victorian Workcover
Authority has hidden in the corner of the chamber, but
clearly the authority is running scared. about what has
been occurring.

The minister has just agreed that the full quotation for
that visit is as I have quoted it. I challenge anyone,
including the minister, to say that what has been stated
here constitutes a full investigation prior to the granting
of a licence. I am happy to go through all the reports,
Minister. I challenge the minister to find one that
mentions anything about a licence.
Hon. R. M. BaDam - The one dated 11 June.
Hon. T. C. TBEOPBANOUS - I challenge the
minister - he can put it on the record himself - to
find a report that mentions that the investigation was
about the licence renewal.
Bon. R. M. HaDam - Inspection no. 3519456
dated. 11 June. You are using selective quotations again,
Mr Theophanous.
Hon. T. C. TBEOPHAt~OUS - The truth is that I
do not have that one. If the minister has one that I do
not have, I will be happy to see it when it is tabled. 1
look forward to its saying what the minister says it
says - that this inspection was for the purposes of
renewal of the licence.
Hon. R M. HaHam -

So you withdraw.

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - 1 am happy for
the minister to hand it over. I offered to exchange what
1 have for what the minister has and the minister
declined the offer. The opposition's view is that no
comprehensive examination of safety at the site took
place prior to the granting of the licence under the
Dangerous Goods Act. There is a single page about an
inspector visiting the site which says, '1 visited the site
and 1 saw this'. Even ifwhat the minister says is
correct, that that was the investigation that took place,
surely one would expect that for the renewal of a
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licence as important as the Esso licence a
comprehensive document would be prepared with a
report listing all important aspects. One would expect it
to run into a several-page report of all the safety issues
relating to the handling of dangerous goods at Esso.
One would not expect a simple one-page report about
somebody having gone down and visited the site as the
basis for renewing something as important as the
dangerous goods licence held by Esso. That is not what
we expect. lbat is not a comprehensive report and
examination.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - A moment ago you were
saying there was no report.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - There isn't,
Minister. This is the normal documentation about visits.
One is filled out for every visit, every one of the
37 visits referred to by the minister. There has been no
comprehensive report prior to the issuing of a
dangerous goods licence. One could go around
pretending that one single piece of paper is such a
report, but nobody would believe it.

The emergence of that situation is not swprising. After
all, at a meeting with the opposition Esso management
said that it was up to Esso inspectors to report to Esso
on the conditions of seals, rings, vessels and other
important machinery at the Longford site.
Esso management went on to say that government
inspectors no longer had the task. So Esso itselfhas
confirmed the declining role of the Victorian
Workcover Authority and the Occupational Health and
Safety Authority.
What is even more frightening is that the VWA has
made a virtue of this and, as we heard before, so has the
minister. It is part of its modus operandi. Since the
amalgamation of the VWA and the Occupational
Health and Safety Authority (OHSA) in July 1996 the
move to self-regulation and self-inspection has
continued unabated, and the minister has just said that it
will continue even further.
No wonder companies like Esso arrogantly pursue their
operations, believing they are not accountable to
anyone. No wonder even the CFA had trouble getting
in through the gates past the guards when the Longford
disaster occurred. No wonder Esso refuses to make
public the report on the freeze and has complete
impunity because it is protected by the Kennett
government. No wonder maintenance on the site - an
ageing site - continues to be cut back without any
agency intervention whatsoever.
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This is the brave new world of the Kennett
government - a world where the market and
commercial imperatives determine safety in the
workplace. No longer are there annual inspections and
certification of cranes in Melbourne and, as we have
seen, a number of cranes have fallen over. What is even
more frightening is that even the annual lift inspections
have been abandoned. How long will it be, Minister,
before an accident occurs? And when that accident
occurs, will you wash your hands and say, 'Well, it is
not our fault because we are no longer responsible for
safety; the company is '? That is what the brave new
world involves.
The VWA spends millions of dollars on advertising
while it abandons its responsibilities to ensure safety in
the workplace with real hands-on inspectors and real
hands-on inspections. It has not put on more inspectors;
it has simply reclassified the positions. That is borne
out by a simple fact - that the Victorian Workcover
Authority told the opposition that 165 jobs had been
spilt and readvertised and made a virtue of the fact that
it was putting on an extra 10 or 15 inspectors. How is it
possible for the minister to claim that there are 230-odd
inspectors, saying that it is an - Hon. R. M. Hallam - No, I did not say 'odd'; that
is your word.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I think he
said 233.
Hon. R. M. HaIlam - Thank: you.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - How is it that the
minister claims that there are 233 inspectors - which
is up from the 170 that were there a number of years
ago - yet only 165 jobs had been spilt? Why not spill
the whole lot? What is the difference between the other
inspectors - Hon. R. M. HaUam - You are the mathematician.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - No, it is your department,
sorry.
Hon. R. M. Hallam intetjected.
Hon. T. C. TllEOPHANOUS - It is the
minister's department, and he has said it is changing the
roles of all the inspectors. But 40 or 50, or whatever the
number is; the minister might be quicker at - Hon. R. M. Hallam - No, you are the
mathematician.
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Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - The positions of
50-odd so-called inspectors are not. Why should that
be? Could it be that people such as Andrew Lindberg
are classified as inspectors?
Hon. D. A. Nardella-He should be.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHA.~OUS - Why not? I am
sure he goes out to building sites from time to time.
This is an absolute joke; every inspector knows it is a
joke, and everyone involved in the inspections knows it
is a joke. It is like the occasion when the VWA said,
'Let's increase the number of inspections'. It put out
statistics and said, 'We have put more man -hours into
the inspections'. But when you look at real
statistics such as those on how many inspection reports
were done at the Esso plant at Longford over the past
10 years, what do you get? There were 37 over the past
2 years and 120 per year for the preceding 8 years. That
does not sound like an increase in inspections to me.
But the authority is able to doctor the books and put out
statistics to try to claim that somehow the number of
inspections has increased.
The VWA unashamedly talks about changing the
primary task of inspectors from the old-fashioned
hands-on approach to inspection to one of improving
the overall performance of the workplace. Ibat was
directly quoting what it said at the opposition briefing.
The authority is changing to inspectors whose primary
task is to improve the overall performance of the
workplace. Why should it be concerned about the
overall performance of the workplace? That is a matter
for management. It should be concerned about safety,
not about the overall perfonnance of the workplace.
What a load of nonsense. Not only that - Hon. R. I. Knowles inteIjected.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - The Minister for
Health obviously agrees, and he above all others should
be concerned about some of the safety issues and
people being killed or injured
Hon. R. I. Knowles - I am. What is the record?
More than a 50 per cent reduction, or don't you
measure outcomes?
Hon. T. C. THEOPHA.~OUS- We certainly do
measure outcomes, but we don't look at dodgy figures
like the ones the minister put up after he reclassified the
meaning of something and said, 'We have halved it'.
Thefact--

Honourable members interjecting.
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The PRESIDENT - Order! The conversation
between the Deputy Leader of the Opposition and
Mr David Davis helps neither the Leader of the
Opposition nor the house.
Hon. T. C. TllEOPHANOUS - The fact is that
the VWA wants inspectors to go around and, instead of
checking valves, seals, vessels, compressors, lifts and
cranes, answer questions on Workcover and assist with
retum-to-work strategies. These are all very good things
and they might help increase the number of hours that
inspectors go to jobs, but they are not about safety; they
are about another function of the VWA rehabilitation. Does the minister responsible for
Workcover understand the difference between safety
and rehabilitation? There is a significant difference.
Sure, there is a need for rehabilitation officers - the
minister got rid of all of those - but now he is saying,
'Let's give the rehabilitation work to the safety
inspectors'. This is a result of the minister confusing
safety functions and rehabilitation functions following
the amalgamation of the Occupational Health and
Safety Authority with the VWA.
The latest move has been to effectively purge dedicated
hands-on inspectors who made life hard for employers
and to install in their place new white-collar clerks who
go around ticking boxes and advising on Workcover
rather than safety issues.
I conclude my remarks by putting on the record the
opposition's deep concern about the process of the
spilling and filling of these positions. This is a purge of
dedicated inspectors in order to put in inspectors who
will do the government's bidding. There is a hit list of
65 inspectors who are to be taken out of the system
because they cause trouble for employers who have
unsafe workplaces. They are troublemakers because
they identify safety issues in the workplace.
A three-person panel has been set up to do the hatchet
job on behalf of the Kennett govemment. It comprises
an external human resources consultant, a Miss Lisa
Ledd I am told that she does not have any experience
in the area of occupational health and safety and that
she is there simply to look at the processes that are
taking place. The second member of the panel is a
Mr John Hodges. He was the director of work place
health and safety with the Queensland Department of
Industrial Relations and has retired from that position. I
do not know whether the Queensland body has more
expertise than is available in Victoria. The process is
expected to take approximately three months.
Mr Hodges is flown down, business class, every
Monday and flies back every Friday. The government
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has brought in a former director from Queensland to do

the hatchet job.
The third person on the panel is Mr Trevor McDevitt,
who is VWA's field service manager for the central
region. He has a colourful history; he became. famous a
few years ago for using his government-proVIded
vehicle to cart hay around his farm.
Hon. R. I. Knowles intetjected.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS it; you think it is okay?

So you condone

Hon. R. I. Knowles - Don't interpret my
comments.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - It is the only way
to interpret a comment like that.
An honourable member inteIjected

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - This was in the
paper. You only have to do a bit of ~ch and yo.u
will find out. It is not something that IS a secret - It
was reported that this is what occurred.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - Do you know it is true?
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Do you? The
minister has appointed him to a panel to decide the fate
of these inspectors. Does the minister know whether it
is true, and if it is true, will he take Mr McDevitt off the
panel? No answer from the minister.
The opposition believes the accident at Longford was
avoidable. It has to be properly investigated, and the
role of Workcover is crucial to that investigation. The
opposition has been able to piece together some of the
events from talking to representatives of trade unions
and Esso and to VWA inspectors. It appears that a seal
on a cover of a steel cylindrical vessel in a pipe system
known as the 922 exchange had been leaking for
several hours before the explosion. Workers were
trying to repair the seal and the pipe system, which is
under extreme pressure. Some parts of the system
operate under pressures of 6000 pounds per square
inch. The pressure in an average tyre is approximately
30 pounds per square inch, and that comparison
provides some idea of the enormous pressures.
Apparently the seal had been leaking for some hours
and the workers were trying to repair it, but the leak
continued unabated. At one point before the explosion
workers were up to their knees in absorption oil
concentrate, which is a highly inflammable substance.
That is one of the products from the plant because LPG
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as well as gas comes from the plant. Absorption oil was
the product at that point in the process. The workers
were trying to tighten a series of bolts that covered a
hatch. The exact source of ignition is not known, but
there was a spread of light methane cloud over the area,
which made the situation extremely dangerous.
The opposition has been told that the bolts used to hold
down the cover on the vessel that caused the leak cost
approximately $400 each and that they should have
been replaced more regularly. The opposition awaits
the outcome of the inquiry, but could it be the case that
spending $400 on a bolt and a properly maintained seal
could have prevented this disaster? If that is the case, or
if some reasonable approximation to that is the case,
then who is responsible, Mr Deputy President? Is Esso
responsible? Is it not also the responsibility of an
authority that has overall responsibility for safety in
workplaces and conducts inspections, even though now
at a reduced rate in Victoria, to make sure that these
things are done and that there is an adequate
maintenance regime?
The opposition calls on the government to ensure that
the inquiry fully investigates the role of the Victorian
Workcover Authority. That is the basis of the motion
before the house. The government will be judged on
whether it opposes it. If it does it will send a clear
signal to the community that it is prepared to assist in
the cover-up of the role of the Victorian Workcover
Authority at Longford. All the motion seeks is an
investigation. It asks that the inquiry also includes an
investigation of the role of the Victorian Workcover
Authority.
I cannot complete my speech without making a final
point about the eight injured workers. It is a tragedy that
two people were killed, but it is also tragic and totally
unfair that eight people have been injured in the
workplace. Those eight people are the only eight people
in Victoria who do not have access to a common-law
claim against Esso. Everyone else can make a claim to
the courts for loss or damage but not the eight people
who have suffered such horrendous injuries. That is
what this government calls fairness. The opposition
rejects it and will continue to insist on a full and proper
investigation into the roles and responsibilities of the
Victorian Workcover Authority in this appalling
tragedy.
Debate adjourned on motion of Hon. R. M. HALLAl\1
(Minister for Finance).
Debate adjourned until later this day.
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Sessional orders

I make this point by way of preamble. Currently three
separate investigations of the accident are taking
place - those being conducted by the Coroner, the
Victoria Police and the Victorian Workcover Authority.

Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - I
HoD. T. C. Theophanous -

move:
That so much of the sessional orders be suspended as would
prevent general business taking precedence over other
business until 2.30 p.m. during the sitting of the Council this
day.

Motion agreed to.

GAS: LONGFORD EXPLOSION
Debate resumed from earlier this day; motion of
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS (Jika Jika):
That this house calls on the government to ensure that the
inquiry into the Longford gas disaster includes a full
investigation of the practices and responsibilities of the
Victorian Workcover Authority (VW A) with respect to
occupational health and safety and the handling of dangerous
goods at the site, including(a)

whether the VW A made adequate inspections of safety
procedures and equipment prior to renewing for a f'mther
five years Esso's licence to handle dangerous goods in
August this year;

(b)

whether adequate safety practices and procedures were
recommended and subsequently enforced by VW A or other
government agencies following a number of incidents in
which workers were injured or the gas supply interrupted;

(c)

whether the government's move to employer self-regulation
and self-inspection in safety matters had any impact on
safety at the site;

(d)

whether the VWA is enforcing the obligations on employers
to report any occurrences which have the potential to
compromise safety and whether any such occwrences were
reported at the site; and

(e)

whether the abolition of common law has led to a reduced
financial imperative on employers, panicularly those who
are self-insurers like Esso, to maintain safety standards.

Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) - In
responding to Mr Theophanous' s motion I shall make a
couple of preliminary comments by way of
background The fIrst thing I should put on the record is
that the Kennett government has already announced
that a broad-ranging inquiry will be held into the
incident at Longford It is expected that within the next
few days its terms of reference will be announced. On
that basis I am not prepared to speculate on many of the
issues Mr Theophanous raised in the chamber today. It
is unfortunate that he is prepared on the one hand to call
for an inquiry and on the other to set about prejudicing
and pre-empting that same inquiry.

And Esso and others.

HoD. R. Mo HALLAM - Others, okay. An
investigation will be conducted also into that accident
by the fire authorities. I make the point that several
inquiries are taking place right now including those
conducted by the company and the three authorities of
which I spoke.

It is very important to acknowledge the need for those
inquiries to be coordinated. I want to put on the record
while I have the chance that my advice is that there has
been extraordinary cooperation on site in respect of the
relationship between the Coroner, the police and the
Victorian Workcover Authority. It is very clear that
there will be a need to canvass many issues in that
inquiry.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous -

Which inquiry?

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - The general inquiry,
which has been announced by the government - the
terms of reference are to be announced shortly - will
range across the issues of safety. I support the
comments of the Leader of the Opposition to the extent
that he says we must encourage the community to learn
from the tragic circumstances. Of course I support him
in that It would be a double tragedy ifwe did not take
account of the circumstances.
HoD. T. C. Theophanous - It is a pity we did not
learn from the freeze.
HoD. R. Mo HALLAM - We can avoid repetition.
One of the things this incident shows is the
vulnerability of the community in respect of the
breakdown in the current gas system, notwithstanding
that a linkage with the New South Wales networks has
been recently commissioned. The government has
already announced a proposal in respect of the
connection of the south-west grid and we have talked at
some length about the potential to have underground
storage established in western Victoria. As an aside,
that makes absolute nonsense of some of the comments
I have heard from some quarters that the incident
resulted from the Kennett government's predilection for
privatisation. Nothing could be further from the truth. It
is the initiative of the Kennett government that has seen
this vulnerability reduced to the extent it has. It is
nonsense to suggest that something that took place in
Longford might have been traced to privatisation.
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Hon. T. C. Theopbanous - What about
deregulation?
Hon. R M. HALLAM - One aspect of this debate
which is most disappointing is that we have seen a
valiant attempt on the part of the opposition to make
this a partisan issue. I think that is very sad indeed. I
thought we had gone beyond that point. I thought we
had an acknowledgment in this chamber that workplace
safety was something all parties should support. The
improvement taking place in the record ofworkplace
safety in Victoria is a matter about which we should all
rejoice. But, no, the Victorian branch of the ALP, the
union movement, now wants all to believe it is the only
organisation that has any care about workplace safety.
Its members are saying they have a mortgage on
concem and compassion. I do not only reject it; I resent
it.
Nothing drives me more than the prospect of improving
the record of workplace safety in this state. We have
seen that improvement. It has been documented. I know
you do not like to hear the good news,
Mr Theophanous, but the record speaks for itself, and I
speak for the entirety of the government ranks in this
place. The coalition is very proud of the shift in
workplace safety so let that dispel the notion that all the
care and compassion emanates from the other side of
the chamber.
I also want to dispel the notion that all the employers in
this state are driven by the bottom line and the only
opinion they have on safety is the effect it will have on
their profit reports. That is so incredibly unfair and
misleading.

Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous - We have not said that.
Don't build a straw man.
Hon. R M. HALLAM - That is the impression
you are giving. It is untrue and unfair because it ignores
what is taking place in the real world I make this point:
even if I accept the inference that all employers are
driven entirely by the bottom line of the profit motive,
let the record show that the coalition took a very clear
position on that issue when it came to government in
1992. It took a policy decision that said that so far as
was practical it would tie the premiums to the safety
record in the workplace. Was there much support for
that? I seem to recall that the government was criticised
for doing so.
We have embraced the concept of the experience-based
premium structure. I cannot think of one system around
the world that is more closely connected in that context
driven by good performance and the reward for good '
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performance. Putting to one side the inference that all
employers are non-caring and driven only by the
bottom line, we have made a direct connection between
premiums and workplace safety records. It is
unfortunate that Mr Theophanous insists on talking
about the bad news rather than the good news. That is
the dilemma I face.

Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous - How bad do you want
it to get?
Hon. D. A. NardeUa - What good news?
Hon. R M. HALLAM - The interjections, better
than anything I can say, demonstrate exactly the point I
am trying to make.
Hon. T. C. Tbeopbanous - There has been no gas
for Victorians for two weeks. How much more bad
news can there be than eight people injured and two
killed?
Hon. R M. HALLAM - I am more interested in
the most important claim - the one we avoid, the one
we miss by improved workplace safety. The difficulty
is that that is hard to market. It is hard to go into the
c?~unity and say, 'We think we are going in the right
directIOn because the number of claims is reducino'
when we come into this place and hear the tawm; ,
results of the opposition's insistence on chasing the bad
data. If one examines anecdotal evidence, why not go to
the level of the claims themselves. Mr Theophanous,
you have said to me in the past, 'The problern is,
Minister, you are making it harder for people to claim' .
Surely you are not suggesting for one moment that
traumatic injuries are missing the data collection?
Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous - You have changed the
definition.
Hon. R M. HALLAM - You are still not
prepared to accept the good news. The point I make
again and again, and what I find so sad about this whole
debate, is that you insist on wallowing in those areas
where you can find some gratification for your
propensity to run the bad news story. Why is it so
difficult to accept the good news? I accept and concede
~t ~e union movement has an important part to play
m this debate and that it has accepted that
responsibility. In my view it has done so very well.
Therefore why is it that you cannot accept there are
good employers who have the same motivation?
Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous - I have never said that.
Don't try to tell lies to the house.
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Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan - You said it this
morning.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous-Ididnot. You're a
liar!
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I hoped Mr Theophanous
could find some circumstance that would allow us to
lift the debate to the point where we acknowledge the
importance ofworkplace safety and how better to
achieve it. Before I turn directly to the motion, I cannot
but help respond to the throwaway line that
Mr Theophanous offered the chamber in his concluding
remarks. He said, 'Of all Victorians there are only eight
who do not have a claim against Esso at common law'.
Do you not deny that is what you said?
Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous - That is right. You
changed the Workcover legislation. Have you
forgotten?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Mr Theophanous is
saying every single Victorian has a claim against Esso
at common law.
Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous - Potentially.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Now you want to qualify
it.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - Yes, they are able to
go to court.
Honourable members interjecting.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT - Order! The
minister has the call and it would be helpful if other
members listened to his contribution rather than talking
over him.
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Hon. R. I. Knowles -It's an accurate one.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous -It's pathetic.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - The only thing that is
pathetic, Mr Theophanous, is you. You insist on
misleading the Victorian community. It would not hurt
for you to once acknowledge that the eight who were
unfortunately injured in the incident at Longford do not
have to rely on common law. Not only that, their
statutory entitlement is dramatically better than it was
prior to the 1997 amendments. They have a statutory
entitlement. Mr Theophanous, why did you not
mention that in passing in your final comments. You
are again being dishonest. I am drawn to the distressing
conclusion that this is all about politics.
Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous - You are hopeless.
Hon. R M. HALLAM - You are very sad. I turn
to the questions that have been raised in the motion. It
is clear they are not about the safety of workers or the
security of families, they are about short-term political
advantage, which saddens me. I want members to keep
three things in mind. Firstly, the explosion on
25 September killed two workers and injured eight
others, a number seriously. Secondly, there is a
comprehensive investigation about the cause of the
accident. Thirdly, that investigation is being directed by
the Coroner and involves the police, the Victorian
Workcover Authority, the Metropolitan Fire Brigades
Board, the Country Fire Authority and the Forensic
Science Laboratory. If there have been violations of the
occupational health and safety laws I would expect the
Victorian Workcover Authority to prosecute to the
fullest extent, as it always does. My point is,
Mr Theophanous, that I pre-empt it by saying' if.
Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous - As they always do.

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - The mischief is that
every Victorian has a claim against Esso apart from the
eight who had the misfortune of being injured, and that
it is the fault of the Kennett government that they do not
have access to common law. That is the inference.
Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous - Who introduced the
legislation?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Of all Victorians, there
are eight who do not have to rely upon common law to
take an action in respect of an injury in the workplace.
They do not have to establish negligence or show
cause, they have a statutory right.
Hon. T. C. Tbeopbanous - This is a pathetic
argument.

Hon. R M. HALLAM - That is a poor
qualification. The specific questions and assumptions
that underpin them are outlined in the motion. The sad
thing is that it does not appear to matter to the
opposition that an investigation is underway. We have a
presumption of guilt, some convenience and a bucket of
slime. The honourable member has used it as he
generally does. Apparently that guilt is to be assigned to
Esso without regard to the facts, which are yet to be
determined.
Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous - Or the Victorian
Workcover Authority, or both.
Hon. R M. HALLAM - Mr Theophanous makes
the assumption that there has been some weakening of
the regulatory oversight. The inference is that
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companies will only ever respond to the policeman's
baton and that that baton was wielded effectively under
the previous Labor administration. If that is the
argument I would love to come back to that as well
because the data does not substantiate your claim,
Mr Theophanous.
Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan - What was it used for?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - It was used for a range of
purposes, Mr Hartigan, some of them having absolutely
no connection with workplace safety. The great
irony - and I offered it by way of inteIjection but the
honourable member refused to pick it up - is that the
Kennett government has by and large accepted the
legislative and regulatory design introduced by the Cain
Labor government back in 1985. The shift to
self-regulation is not some new innovation. I hark back
to the Occupational Health and Safety Act, which was
in place when I was a new member of Parliament. The
government says that act provides the correct design,
and has actually supported it. I do not apologise for the
fact that the act places primary responsibility for
workplace safety with the employer because it follows
a system and represents a policy shift that is common
around the word.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - With proper policing?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Even the honourable
member himself talked about the initiative being picked
up by the South Australian government.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - Which you do not
support.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Let the record show that
for the purposes of the debate at least this is hardly
some shift from conventional wisdom. It follows a
model that is applied the world over, and I will come
back to that point. Let us focus on what the bottom line
is here. Tome the bottom line is the prevention of
injuries to workers - the reduction of fatalities, pain
and suffering, and the security for loved ones of being
able to assume the worker or workers in their families
will return home safely at the end of the day. That
vision has dominated the agenda under the Kennett
government. The government has put a lot of effort into
it. Whatever else Mr Theophanous may say of the
government, he cannot deny that an enonnous amount
of horsepower and effort has gone into that vision.
The results are pretty stark and it would be well for
Mr Theophanous to think them through very carefully.
Fatality claims have been reduced by 41 per centfrom 200 fatal claims in 1991-92 back to 118 last year.
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Hon. D. McL. Davis - With a bigger work force.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Let me give honourable
members the starting position. I do not accept that 118
is satisfactory, but anyone may in turn accept that 118 is
remarkably better than the point at which we started. As
I said yesterday, traumatic injuries have also been
reduced dramatically - from 6822 in 1991-92 back to
2991 in 1997-98, a dramatic reduction of 56 per cent.
Hon. D. McL. Davis - Extraordinary!
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I think it is extraordinary.
But from the honourable member opposite we get the
accusation that the government is not doing the job and
that somehow there has been a shift - a reduction in regulatory standards.
Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan - Effectiveness.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Effectiveness, yes; and
how can that be if the data is going against the tide
Mr Theophanous is promoting?
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - You doctored the data.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Time-loss claims - that
is, over 10 days - are another very important
measurement. Time-loss claims have been reduced
from 68 068 in 1991-92 to 31369 in 1997-98. In my
view that is the best rebuttal of the notice of motion.
Mr Theophanous is running against the tide. He should
open his eyes and take in the big picture. The real
workplace safety experience is heading in the right
direction. Why can't Mr Theophanous concede that the
government is doing something good for the people he
says he represents? The data is the best rebuttal of the
very argument he is putting forward.
Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan - He is not interested in
that.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I invite all members to
study the data very closely. I absolutely refute the
notion opposite, that I have somehow doctored the data.
I not only refute it, I absolutely resent it. The measure
of this program is not about dollars.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - Are journey accidents in
that data or not?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - The data is not about
dollars, it is about reductions in debt.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - So you are not comparing
apples with apples?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Yes, we are.
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Hon. D. A. Nardella - So the journey accidents are
not in the 1991-92 figures?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I make this point by way
of conclusion on the issue: I am very happy for the
Victorian Workcover Authority and the Kennett
government to be judged on this issue. However, that
does not mean we should be complacent, sit on our
laurels and luxuriate in the data. It means we have
demonstrated something extraordinary can be achieved
in workplace safety, which should make us all the more
determined to drive the data in the right direction. I
make the point that Mr Theophanous is not helping that
cause by insisting on going back to the black data. It
might be making him look big to the sectional interest
he represents, but he is not helping the cause of
achieving the best outcome for the community.

The motion asks whether the VWA made adequate
inspections of safety procedures and equipment prior to
renewing in August this year for a further five years
Esso's licence to handle dangerous goods. I am not sure
why Mr Theophanous put the five years in because in
the house yesterday I reported that it was a four-year
licence.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - Is it a five-year licence
for dangerous goods and four years for the self-insurer?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I am coming to that.
Mr Theophanous has made comments outside the
chamber. I have the transcripts of interviews on 3AW
and 3LO. Mr Theophanous said the last inspection of
the Longford plant for the purpose of deciding whether
Esso's licence should be reissued - I am using your
terminology, Mr Theophanous - occurred in 1996.
Mr Theopbanous said it was March 1996 and he cannot
refute it. It is in the transcript of interview - and it is
false. More importantly, Mr Theophanous knows it to
be false because the correct information was provided
to him in the briefing he cited and which he
acknowledges he was given by the authority.
Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous - How do you know?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - The information has
been verified. The information used by
Mr Theophanous could have been verified but was not.
Why did he choose not to verify the information? Did
he think it may have destroyed a very good story? The
last full examination of the Esso Longford plant
occurred in June 1998, and that inspection was
followed up in July 1998. Mr Tbeophanous knows it
was followed up.
Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous - A full inspection! A
one-page report!
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Hon. R. M. HALLAM - He actually cited in the
house an inspection record dated 23 July. He did not
read it in full and had to be challenged before he
produced it in full, but he knew an inspection had taken
place in June. He talked about it He knew it had taken
place.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - I said a full
examination. Read the transcript, it says a full
examination.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I was challenged, so let
the record show that on 11 June 1998 an inspection
record was completed It carries the names Sally
Larkins, Warren Lewis and Douglas Wyatt. Inspection
no. 3519456 coincided with a similar inspection
numbered 4079644 of the same date by Warren Lewis,
Peter Neligan and Sue Sinc1air.
Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous - Will you table them?
Hon. R. M. HALLA.l\1- I am happy to table
them, but I want to quote them before I table them. The
challenge was put to me by Mr Theophanous to find an
inspection record referring to the relicensing of the
premises. I quote directly from the report on inspection
no. 3519456:
Site visit with Sue Sinclair 0IWA) concerning the relicensing
of the premises).

Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan - When was that?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM importantly, it states:

11 June 1998. More

No major concerns raised.

Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous - Is that all it says?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Yes, that is what it says.
There is another one which I am happy to table. But I
want to refute the misleading and false picture painted
by Mr Theophanous. He says no inspections have been
conducted for a relicensing.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - No full
examination - they were my words.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - That is what you said I
have referred to a quotation from Mr Theophanous' s
3AW interview with Neil Mitchell, in which he said:
Two months ago this was renewed, without any
comprehensive safety check at the site.

Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous - You call a one-line
report comprehensive?
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Hon. R. M. HALLAM - You're a joke,
Mr Theophanous.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous inteIjected.

The DEPLTY PRESIDENT - Order! I ask
Mr Theophanous to refrain from inteIjecting until he
has a right of reply. That is the appropriate time for
making further comments, rather than by inteIjection.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Notwithstanding what
Mr Theophanous puts about, the last full examination
of the Esso plant occurred in June 1998 and was
followed by another in July 1998. It was a rigorous
inspection ofEsso's facilities for the purpose of
re-issuing Esso's licence under the Dangerous Goods
Act. The Longford plant was inspected for this pwpose
in 1998, 1997, 1996 and 1995.
Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan - Every year?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Every year. Those
on-site licence assessments were not the only
inspections because even Mr Theophanous cited on-site
inspections; he spoke about 37 inspections in the past
few years which verified that some safety issues needed
to be addressed. Those issues were identified by
Workcover and responded to quickly and
professionally by Esso.
The effort to ensure that the Longford plant is safe does
not end there. As a self-insurer, Esso must be fully
audited for safety in accordance with a safety map. I
know what Mr Theophanous has said in maligning
safety maps, but a safety map is one of the most
rigorous audit plans used in Australia The former
health and safety organisation conducted a safety map
audit in March 1996 and found that Esso substantially
met the safety map audit requirements. The audit
specifically included the Longford plant.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous inteIjected.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Esso was given a
four-year self-insurer licence without conditions. That
has not applied to all the major Victorian corporations
classified as self-insurers. Esso is also required to
conduct an annual self-audit which must be certified by
a director of the company.
Perhaps Mr Theophanous may want to make light of
that as well, but it is important to have the record
accurate. I am happy for the authority and its
performance to be tested, but let us go on facts,
Mr Theophaoous, not snide comments and innuendo,
half-truths and misstatements.
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Hon. R. A. Best - I hope Esso is looking at the slur
Mr Theophanous has cast on its character.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - Are you only
concerned about Esso?
The DEPUTY PRESIDEl't'T - Order! Now the
house has an irrelevant argument across the chamber
while the minister has the call. I ask all honourable
members to desist, and I remind the minister that it is
helpful if his comments are directed through the chair.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - The next question was
whether adequate safety procedures were
recommended and subsequently enforced by the
authority or other government agencies following a
number of incidents when workers were injured or the
gas supply interrupted. The answer is yes. My starting
point is that the onus for safety performance under
modern legislation, enacted the world over, is with the
employer.
Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan - And it can only be with
the employer.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Yes, Mr Hartigan. That
is a recognition of the obvious fact that no inspectorate
force, no matter how large, can inspect every flange,
pipe connection, piece of machinery or tool every week
because Victoria has 300 000 workplaces across the
state. I have heard Mr Hubbard of the Victorian Trades
Hall Council suggest we need another 100 VWA
inspectors, but if we took Mr Theophanous' s advice we
would need more than another 100- probably
100 000 more! We would then create a nonsense.
I draw the analogy that the Victoria Police Force does
not visit the scene of every potential crime across the
state. Equally, the VWA cannot and does not examine
every piece of machinery in every workplace every
week. The time spent by inspectors in workplace
investigations has increased by about 50 per cent in the
past two years. Our inspectors are now better resourced,
better paid, better trained and better equipped.

Honourable members interjecting.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT - Order! The
minister cannot get a word in because of the
conversations and comments across the chamber. I
again ask honourable members to cease their
conversations so the house can hear what the minister
has to say, which would be in the interests of every
honourable member.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - A number of visits were
made to the Longford site by safety inspectors. These
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were carried out for a variety of reasons. On some
occasions prohibition notices were issued until remedial
work was carried out.
Three matters required detailed investigation, the first
being into an incident when an electrician was injured,
resulting in flash burns to his eyes and a hand.
Hon. T. C. Theopbanous - What date?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I do not have the date.
The electrician was not qualified to undertake the
electrical grade of work being undertaken and
inappropriately did so without authorisation. Action
taken was that advice was given to Esso which resulted
in Esso reinforcing existing standards and informing
other plants of the circumstances of the incident.
The second matter concerned an investigation in which
an employee was injured while bleeding the pig
receiver to release the pig from the main oil line.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - What date?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I do not have the date but
I will table the report. That incident resulted in a

prohibition notice being issued on 5 November 1997
subject to Esso upgrading its procedures. The
prohibition notice was subsequently rescinded on
17 November when the procedures had been upgraded.
The third matter concerned an investigation into a
regarding the use of non-conforming
scaffoldmg at the heliport site. Following a meeting
between a Workcover inspector and Esso, the company
adopted scaffolding that conformed to the regulations.
compla~t

In the remaining visits, initiated by Esso or Workcover,
advice was provided about dangerous goods
relicensing, asbestos removal, confined spaces and the
provision of an on-site occupational health and safety
nurse and a rescue team. None of this is very exciting. It
shows a company and a regulator going about their
business in a way we would expect them to, given that
the objective is to improve safety. It shows that on
occasion the regulator will issue a prohibition notice
which will do its job. It does not show a bad safety
record or a disregard for safety. I assume the purpose of
the motion was to provide some expose or a dramatic
indication of recklessness, and that is certainly not the
case.

I turn to the words 'gas supply intenuption'. That is
drawing a long bow. It is the longest bow of the entire
armament brought by Mr Theophanous. I guess it was
intended to show that somehow the formation of the ice
plug in the supply line last June is related to the tragedy
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of 25 September. I do not know what the investigation
of the explosion of25 September will reveal. I will not
do what Mr Theophanous has done and assign blame
ahead of the fmdings. I am happy to put on the record
that based on the information available to me I believe
the two issues to be unrelated I am informed that the
formation of ice plugs is common in gas production due
to varying temperatures and pressures and the quality of
the material coming down the pipe from the gas rig.
Although the ice plug in June was large, it was
described as a standard production problem. At the time
two Workcover inspectors visited Esso and discussed
the issue with an Esso health and safety representative
and one of the company's chemical engineers.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - You just told us they
did not investigate.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Listen! It was agreed that
the matter was a production problem, a supply problem,
and not a health and safety problem. It did not
constitute a notifiable incident because it did not meet
the criteria of a notifiable incident. As I said, we are
into the tenitory of production processes and methods
common to gas plants around the world I am
advised - and I could be wrong, as could the four
professionals on whose advice I rely - Hon. T. C. Theopbanous- You would believe
anything.
Honourable members interjecting.

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I do not believe the
ice-plug incident fell within the definition of
occupational health and safety. The next issue is:
... whether the government's move to employer

self-regulation and self-inspection in safety matters had any
unpact on safety at the site.

Mr Theophanous's statement that the government has
moved to employer self-regulation and self-inspection
in safety matters is misleading because I think he is
implying - he did not actually get to it - that this
shift can be traced to the Kennett government.
I shall relate some historical events, although I suspect
some of the history would be well known to members
on both sides of the house. The current legislative and
regulatory environment is substantially the creation of
the Cain Labor government of the mid-1980s. The
Occupational Health and Safety Act, which was
proclaimed in 1985, provides the framework for the
regulation of health and safety. The act provided for a
fundamental change in the way workplace health and
safety was to be regulated. It relied upon a lot of
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background evidence and the recommendations from
the Robens inquiry of that time.
In essence, the act gave effect to a concept that those
who create workplace risks - that is, the designers, the
manufacturers and the suppliers - and those who have
control over risks at workplaces should have primary
responsibility for controlling those risks. We do not
walk away from that at all. That is an important
initiative. To imply that there has been a shift in policy
which can be traced to the Kennett government and a
lowering of the standards as a result ignores the history
of occupational health and safety in this context.
I should like to respond to the other issues canvassed by
the honourable member. However, in recognition of the
time I am not sure that I can do them justice so I will
leave an opportunity for my colleagues. The final point
Imake--

Hon. T. C. Theophanous- What about all the
records that they have taken from the computers? Will
you give an assurance about that?
Hon. R M. HALLAM - I turn to the underlying
imputation in all this - that Esso is driven entirely by
some sort of notional relic from the 19th century, that
we should be turning our back on the enormous
advances we have made in workplace safety and go
back to having a policeman in every worlcplace. That is
pretty stupid, but more importantly the assumption built
into that notion is equally distasteful- that is, all
employer duty of care is driven by financial
considerations and common law alone. That does
no-one justice. I suspect more than anything else that it
will be resented by Esso. The advice I am given is that
Esso is a very thoughtful employer and that the
imputations the honourable member puts to the
chamber would be refuted by the workers involved
directly at the site.
Of course, comments of the various law firms have
been reported in the media as to the lump sums that
may be received. My final point is that under the old
common-law system a widow could not sue for
damages. A widow did not have a cause. I hope that is
not what Mr Theophanous is suggesting we should
return to. My view is that we have done well in respect
of both issues. One of the things the government did as
a direct result of the 1997 reforms was to lift the
compensation available for the families of those killed
in an accident by about twice the amount of the
previous entitlement Again, there is no need for the
proving of negligence. I do not want to return to the
previous system where people were put through the
pain of establishing a case at common law before their
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entitlement was recognised The system will be
demonstrated to all those who have unfortunately been
involved in this incident to be much better than that.
The opposition's notice of motion is a case of political
self-interest parading under the guise of public welfare.
I suggest it is not a very edifying spectacle.

Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) - I
place on the record my condolences to the families of
both Peter Wilson and John Lowery. I also wish all the
best to the injured workers who were affected by the
blast and the fire and the other workers who are going
through a traumatic period The incident at the Esso
plant at Longford should not have occurred; there
should not have been any loss oflife or injuries at that
plant.
There is no reason for any workplace not to have a
forward-looking and progressive set of policies and for
those policies not to be implemented so that chemicals
and petrochemical products are properly handled and
no deaths or injuries occur. The responsibility for such
policies rests in two areas: with the regulators, licensors
and government authorities on the one hand and with
the companies themselves on the other hand. There is
also a responsibility on the workers to go to and come
home from work safely; and all honourable members
would agree with and promote that as an aim.
The Longford plant has been operating since 1966. I
understand that the exploration and preliminary work
began in 1961, but that the plant itself did not become
operational until 1966. Mr Peter Wilson started
working at the plant in 1968, and many other workers
have a long history at the plant. Since that time the gas
supply to Victoria has been continuous. Although
problems have occurred on the rigs and, as the minister
said, at the plant itself, the fact that the supply has not
been interrupted has enabled Victoria to progress and to
develop its industry. The government does not dispute
that from 1988 to 1996 the plant was inspected on an
average of 120 times a year, nor does it dispute that
during the past two years inspectors have been there
only 37 times - that is, 18 times a year. I put it to the
house that the regime put in place by the Kennett
government has been part of the cause of the problems
at Longford
However, that simple statistic is just part of what the
opposition wishes to raise. Mr Theopbanous talked
about the problems on the Bass Strait platforms in
1968, 1970, 1987, on the Tuna platform in 1989, and
about the further incident earlier this year. The concern
about this serious accident that should not have
occurred is how Victoria is seen by the rest of Australia
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and by the world and the mechanics of how businesses
are able to operate in Victoria, not whether Victorians
can have hot showers. Although the shower and health
issues are important - I do not walk away from
them - especially for older people with continence
problems who have been inconvenienced
unnecessarily, the real issue is the continuity of the gas
supply to business and industry.
The accident has resulted in jobs being lost, small
businesses going to the wall, and a loss of market share
by Victorian firms. It is estimated that Victoria's GSP
will be reduced by about 1 per cent and growth across
Australia will fall by about 0.4 per cent. I note that
figures published in daily newspapers have come from
the Victorian Employers Chamber of Commerce and
Industry and not from some extreme left-wing
organisation. In a sense the figures have come from the
government's own source. The accident has caused
about a $1 billion loss to business in Victoria It is a
disaster of massive proportions. Unfortunately neither
the state government nor the Howard government
reacted quickly enough to the crisis. When Mr Howard
was asked a few days before the federal election
whether some assistance should be given to Victoria, he
said that he had not been asked by Mr Kennett - that
was before the announcement of the $100 million relief
package. There was a requirement for a request from
the Victorian government before the federal
government would come in and assist on a bipartisan
basis with the Labor opposition. It did not occur.
Hon. D. McL. Davis - You are wrong!
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - No, I am not wrong,
that is exactly what occurred. It was probably only as a
result of the Liberal Party looking at its polling during
the dying days of the federal election campaign and
realising it needed to act on the issue that Mr Howard
reacted in the way he did I believe the incident will
have serious implications for the long-term economic
progress of Victoria
Individuals and companies will think twice about
investing in Victoria; security of supply is critical for
deals to be made. There has been speculation in the
media about problems with the supply of gas next
winter. If that is the case, it puts in the minds of
investors the notion that there may be problems further
down the track. If an investor is looking at setting up a
company that must have a continuous gas supply, he or
she may consider options other than Victoria.
Hon. C. A. Strong inteIjected.
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Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - You privatise,
Mr Strong - that is how you win. You privatise and
contract out and get rid of regulations. That is how the
government wins and that is what has caused this
terrible situation that we are in at the moment. Over a
short time the government has dismantled the Gas and
Fuel, created Vencorp, and sold off Victoria's gas
enterprises. The government has not emphasised
continuity of supply because it is too busy trying to pay
off the Victorian debt.
Hon. R. I. Knowles intetjected.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - Over 10 years it
maintained continuity of supply, which the government
has not been able to do over six years. The government
has taken six years to make Victoria the economic
laughing-stock of Australia All the government is
doing now is making sure that it is on the way to selling
off the rest of the assets that Victorians own. The
government is not concerned with continuity of supply,
which is critical to the Victorian community and
economy. It is the government's responsibility, through
its licensing regimes and its contract with Vencorp, to
ensure the continuity of supply in the future for both
industry and households.
Since the mid-1960s Esso has received a return on
capital of over 20 per cent each year, which has gone
overseas to the Exxon head office in America. It is
incumbent on the Victorian government to make sure
that Esso plays its part in maintaining that continuity of
supply. It is important for honourable members to
understand that, through the VWA and the minister,
regulations must apply, thorough inspections must
occur and reports should not comprise just one line.
The minister went through report no. 3519456, which
was a one-line report. When one is preparing a report it
is important to report on what has been gone through,
what has been inspected, and to make sure things are
done properly rather than putting forward a one-liner
saying, 'No major concerns raised'. That is not a
comprehensive report.
Turning to government responsibility, I point out that
what blew at Longford was a pressure vessel, a seal on
the manhole cover.
An Honourable Member - Do you know all that?
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - I worked in the metal
industry so I understand some of these issues. Back in
1995 the government was very proud that it got rid of
these regulations governing pressure vessels, and now
inspections and guidelines are just not there. The
industry has been deregulated and the government has
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taken away the requirement on companies to maintain
standards. It is the responsibility of the government to
ensure that those regulations are put in place and
adhered to by the company. Prior to 1995 an inspector
could inspect the pressure vessels, have a look at the
regulations and say, 'Yes, okay, that is the bolt and that
is the way it should be tightened'. Importantly, the
regulations stipulated which pressure vessels should be
inspected and how regularly they should be thoroughly
investigated.
The government has abolished those regulations and
there is one responsible authority that needs to change
its operation - the government. The pressure vessel,
which operates at 6000 psi, should have been inspected
regularly. I put to the house that that did not occur.
Standards have dropped and the government is directly
responsible for the lack of inspection as a result of those
regulations being abolished.
I asked the minister by inteIjection about the figures
that he presented to the house and whether they
includedjoumey accidents. He did not reply. I
acknowledge that at times inteIjections are not heard If
one looks at the Victorian Workcover Authority report
one sees that the statistics for journey accidents are
contained in the 1991-92 figures. After 1992, when
journey accidents were taken out of the Workcover
system - which we opposed and honourable members
from the other side supported - those figures were
dramatically reduced in a number of areas. One should
compare apples with apples.
The opposition welcomes any reduction in the number
of fatalities and injuries in the workplace. It will not
walk away from that. I will certainly not criticise the
minister for his sincerity in attempting to do that
through the programs he has instituted. However, when
quoting figures the minister should compare apples
with apples. One should compare the situation that
existed prior to the incorporation of journey accidents
with the case now. One should also look at the statistics
for injuries of 10 days or more. Employers do not want
to take on the extra responsibility and cost. They
attempt to get workers back to work before the 10 days
elapse. One needs to compare statistics properly.
The motion sets out the terms of reference for an
inquiry the government may call in future. It should be
carried out by people who are independent of the
government or the Victorian Workcover Authority. It
should have the powers of a royal commission, and I
understand the Premier has said he will attempt to do
that. Paragraph (e) of the motion whether the abolition
of cornmon law has led to a reduced financial
imperative on employers, particularly self-insurers, to
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maintain safety standards. Under the common-law
system, negligence was taken account of publicly by
the courts. The opposition believes the inquiry should
look at that issue.
The motion is important. Such a gas interruption has
never before been experienced under Labor or Liberal
coalition governments. It is an extremely serious
situation for the Victorian economy, let alone the
households that have to cope under the circumstances.
It is important to make sure the inquiry is independent.
It must have appropriate powers and report publicly to
the Victorian community. In the past many of the
inquiries, regardless of whether they involved the Tuna
platform or the recent ice blockage, were not public.
They were internal Esso reports.
I assume Vencorp received those reports but the
Victorian community did not see them or debate their
contents to ensure that such instances do not recur.
Only an open and accountable inquiry will ensure that
such instances do not recur. If fault needs to be sheeted
home to the Kennett government, Esso or the Victorian
Workcover Authority, that needs to occur in an open
process with debate in the Victorian community. On
that basis I ask members to support the motion.
Hon. PHILIP DAVIS (Gippsland) - This is the
most unfortunate moment I have spent in this chamber.
It is contemptible that the opposition should move a
motion specifically designed to politicise a tragic
circumstance for the families of the deceased and those
who were injured by the recent explosion and fire at
Esso's Longford plant.
I should declare my personal interest in this matter.
From December 1975 until October 1989 I was
employed at the Esso Australia Ltd Longford plant.
Half of the men injured in the disaster were work
colleagues of mine. I knew both of the deceased,
particularly Peter Wilson, who was my supervisor.
Both gentlemen were good chaps but, because of my
close association with Peter, I knew he had enormous
sympathy and goodwill towards his fellow man. He
demonstrated that in his behaviour to his work mates.
Because of his professionalism, ability and personal
skills, he was promoted from an operator to a
supervisor. Progressively he arrived at the position he
held as the plant maintenance supervisor. In other
words, he was responsible for all the maintenance
functions at the Longford gas and crude processing
plants.
It is extremely unfortunate that the Victorian Labor
Party has chosen to use this disaster in such an obvious
and politically motivated way simply to score points. I
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am relieved that the gallery is empty and that the media
is taking no interest in the most scurrilous activity I
have ever seen in this chamber. The good people of
Sale, Longford and Gippsland who have been touched
by the incident will not thank the opposition. All those
associated with Esso, regardless of whether they are
employees, contractors or family members, know that
the ftrst call on every person associated with the
Longford plant and the offshore operation of Esso
Australia is to work safely. This disaster, for that is the
only word that can describe it, did not arise as a
consequence of lax safety measures on the part of Esso
Australia. It happened as a consequence of action that is
yet to be determined - either an unpredicted failure in
plant or human error, and we will come to that shortly.
Sitting suspended 1.00 p.m. until 2.03 p.m.

Hon. PHlLIP DAVIS - Prior to the suspension of
the sitting I voiced my enormous disappointment that
the Labor Party should use the opportunity of the recent
disaster at the Esso Longford gas plant to berate the
government. The motion is simply an excuse for the
opposition to attack the government. The disaster of
Friday, 25 September, killed two employees, Mr Peter
Wilson and Mr John Lowery. Eight other employees
were injured., three seriously. Heath Brew has serious
bums and is in the Alfred Hospital. lan Kennedy was
admitted to the Royal Victorian Eye and Ear Hospital in
Melbourne. I understand he was discharged last
weekend Greg Foster was admitted to Gippsland Base
Hospital at Sale. The other ftve injured employees were
treated and returned home on the weekend in question.
They were Martin Fahy, Jirn Ward, Bill Visser, Mike
Shepard and John Wheeler.
Some of those men are well known to me. They are
very well known in the Longford and Sale
communities. Notwithstanding the opportunism
exercised in the opposition's motion, no-one has
proposed to me, nor have I heard anybody associated
with Esso and its contractors propose that the cause of
the incident at the Longford gas plant was anything
other than a misfortune. No significant assertions have
been made about the cause of the incident This is the
issue the government must contemplate - that is, it
must follow the proper statutory process. The Coroner
must undertake a proper investigation into the cause of
the deaths of Peter Wilson and John Lowery. As the
Premier announced, the government will establish a
substantive inquiry to find the reasons behind the
disaster and consequent effects on the Victorian
community. An inquiry must be held. Indeed, I called
for such an inquiry on Sunday, 27 September, reflecting
the views of my local community. Many people remain
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in deep shock and despair that such an incident could
occur.
It is evident from speaking with some of my former
work colleagues and those familiar with the petroleum
industry that this is such an extraordinary event that
there will be residual anxiousness, stress and shock for
some time. I have spoken with a number of members of
Peter Wilson's family. They have reflected the pride in
which Peter held his association with Esso as being
something worth while. He understood that Esso made
a significant contribution to the Victorian community,
which is a client ofEsso and receives gas and crude oil,
but also, more significantly, the association Esso has
with the Sale district. Peter Wilson was a good family
and community-minded man. He was involved in many
community activities. As the maintenance supervisor at
Longford, I know that ifhe were alive today he would
be at the heart of trying to establish the reasons why the
disaster occurred.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - You're supporting the
motion, are you?
Hon. PHILIP DAVIS - Don't you interject. John
Lowery would be sharing with the community of Sale
and Longford and his fellow employees the sadness that
such an event not only took his life but left his eight
colleagues with injuries. A proper inquiry must bring
out all the salient factors that led to the incident. It is not
possible or appropriate for anybody to come to a
conclusion at this stage.
I listened intently to the contributions of
Mr Theophanous and Mr Nardella I understood they
were trying to denigrate the safety standards ofEsso
and to implicitly make the Victorian government
culpable through the Victorian Workcover Authority
for the disaster that occurred on 25 September. That is
substantially the case being made by the opposition.
Esso Australia is known as an organisation with a
substantial safety record. It has a record of safety
perfonnance in its workplaces that stands the test of any
comparison. All employees of Esso Australia have a
safety ethic inculcated into their attitudes to their work
roles and responsibilities. Many of my colleagues on
this side of the house who have visited the Bass Strait
oil ftelds and have been introduced to some aspects of
oil and gas processing have experienced Esso' s tenacity
in dealing with safety first hand. I would be surprised if
that is not reflected in the experience of opposition
members who have also visited the oil fields. The issue
is whether we can get a handle on what that actually
means. I am not here as an apologist for Esso - let me
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be clear on that - but as a former employee I am very
conscious of the approach the company takes.

I was able to do some research and obtain some data to
reflect on the safety perrozmance ofEsso prior to this
recent disaster. It is contemporary data and uses a
reasonable statistical comparison on lost-time injuries.
The comparison is on the basis of the current statistics
of injuries resulting in fatality, permanent disability or
time lost from work of one day or one shift or more per
million work hours. They are standard figures used in
the petroleum industry. They will be familiar to
everybody who works for Esso and set the benchmark
towards which employees are taught to work.
There were no lost-time injuries at the Longford plant
involving Esso Australia employees between 1991 and
1995 inclusive. One incident involving a contractor is
recorded in 1993. I have been advised that a lost-time
incident involving an employee was also reported in
1996. No lost-time accidents at the Longford plant
affecting employees or contractors were reported in
1997, the last full year of comparison. In fact, Esso
reported no lost-time injuries anywhere for any of its
employees. This report is oflost-time injuries per
million work hOUTS. The report compares against the
upstream oil and gas industry 3.6 lost-time injury per
million work hours on an Australia-wide basis for
1997. The importance of that figure is real. The trend
by Esso Australia is to manage its work force and
contractors to almost eliminate lost-time injuries, and it
has been the trend for a long time.
It is important to compare the oil and petroleum
industry against general industry standards, which
provide for 21 lost-time injuries per million work hours
across the all industry standard I put those figures on
the record to indicate to the house that anybody who
works in the oil and gas industry - the petroleum
industry - understands a person gets only one chance
and it is therefore imperative when operating in such an
industry to run a major-incident-free operation. It
means that everybody who goes into the workplace
must have that approach. Notwithstanding the
assertions that have been made by Mr Nardella and
Mr Theophanous with regard to declining maintenance
standards by Esso Australia at the Longford plant, the
reality is that by its perfozmance Esso has demonstrated
an attitude to safety standards that exceeds all
expectations.
I repudiate entirely any allegation of a poor attitude to
the responsibility in that firm. I put that view on the
record because it is important given the substance of the
motion. The motion is about trying to apportion blame
to the government through an attack on the Victorian
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Workcover Authority. The reality is that at this time
nobody is able to come to any conclusion about this
entirely regrettable incident. Importantly a
comprehensive inquiry will be set up to which the
employees ofEsso will have an opportunity to make a
contribution, where that is relevant. More importantly
the government will have an opportunity to thoroughly
explain to the public of Victoria all of the incidents that
led up to the disaster at Longford. It confounds me why
the opposition is trying to use process-related issues to
deal with the allegation that there are hidden matters the
government does not want exposed. Honourable
members need to understand that what occurs in Bass
Strait at the production end of the oil and gas
industry - producing gas and oils from wells - is
quite separate from the activity that occurs in the
process onshore.
The ice plug issue of June this year that has been
mentioned several times this morning is a reflection of
the activities and decisions of the management of the
Bass Strait platforms about how gas is produced. The
ice plug occurred in the first receiving vessel in the
plant - the slug catcher - which catches liquids that
come in with the gas. The gas is then tapped off and the
liquids are further processed. It is an entirely separate
function from the processing and production of the
natural gas that is sold into the reticulated system. I am
perplexed about what motivation, other than the
obvious political motivation, the opposition has for
continuing to connect that issue with the current
problems. It is evident that what will be investigated in
determining the cause of the disaster is an
understanding of the processing parameters which
caused a build-up andlor release of pressure from
vessels in the plant which ignited and caused the
explosion.
Having said that, it is important for me to tell the house
that no purpose is to be served and nothing gained by
supporting this premature, inappropriate and improper
motion, which is nothing more than political action on
the part of the opposition to try to score points from a
disaster that has affected an entire community, and
particularly the families of two fme men who will be
well remembered because of their contributions to their
community.
HoD. T. C. THEOPHA.~OUS (Jika Jika) - The
motion requests the house to endorse the government
inquiry which is to be held into the Longford disaster,
including a simultaneous inquiry into the practices and
responsibilities of the Victorian Workcover Authority.
That is not too much to ask. The opposition has
presented information and evidence about VWA
practices and policies, which, at least, should raise some
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eyebrows. But in voting down the motion, as no doubt
it intends to do, the government will give a clear
message to any prospective inquiry that it is not
interested in any examination ofVWA operations and
practices.
I have heard some of the contributions to the debate.
Mr Philip Davis gave glowing reports about Esso and
its safety record - almost as though he were an Esso
employee!

want to address that question because such an assurance
would not accord with the cover-up of the role of the
VWA in that area.
The opposition will pursue these issues. It has put a
perfectly reasonable motion which simply asks that the
government inquiry into the fIre and deaths at Longford
should examine the Victorian Workcover Authority. I
urge all honourable members to support the motion.
Housed divided on motion:

Hon. Philip Davis -

I was!

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Or as though he
were still an Esso employee. He may not be a present
employee but he is an apologist for Esso. He
completely disregarded all the information produced by
the opposition about the litany of events or accidents
that have caused fIres and death. Then he said it is all
nonsense and that, 'The opposition wants to pre-empt
the inquiry but I will not pre-empt it because Esso has
such a great safety record'. That was the sum total of
Mr Davis's contribution.
It is not only he who has connections with the people
hurt by the Esso accident which affected the entire
community; my brother-in-law, who used to work on
one of the Bass Strait platforms, died on a rig or
platform about 15 years ago. I had the harrowing task
of driving my sister to Sale to identifY the body that had
been flown from the platform by helicopter. Don't tell
us we don't know anything about what is happening
there or the hurt such incidents can cause to families,
Mr Davis, because I, too, have experienced it first hand
and that is why I feel for the families of the two men
who were killed.
I am concerned that the government does not produce a
whitewash or cover-up about the disaster at Longford. I
asked the minister to assure the house that none of the
handwritten documentation of the VWA inspectors
would be tampered with or shredded at the Traralgon
office, but he failed to give that assurance. I asked him
to assure honourable members that the VWA computer
system would not be tampered with, but again he could
not give that assurance.
The government chooses to ignore the facts produced
by the opposition; it ignores the truth. The minister said
that about 1000 inspections were held there over about
10 years, but he also said that only 37 were conducted
in the past two years. Therefore, is it not unreasonable
to ask why the number of inspections has been reduced
from about 120 to about 18 a year? Did the minister
address the issue and assure the house that the number
of inspections would be increased? No! He did not
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QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Workcover: Sale office
HoD. T. C. THEOPHANOUS (Jika Jika) - I refer
the minister responsible for Workcover to his
statements to the house yesterday and again today that
the Sale office of the Victorian Workcover Authority
was open only once a fortnight.
Hon. R. M. HaIlam - That is not what I said This
is the second time I have had to correct you.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - We will read the
quote back to you, Minister, but I will ask the question.
I refer the minister to his statements to the house
yesterday and again today to the effect that the office of
the Victorian Workcover Authority in Sale was open
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only once a fortnight. Is it not a fact that the full-time
safety officer responsible for the Sale office opened that
office every weekday between 8.00 a.m. and 10.00 a.m.
and every Tuesday between 8.00 a.m. and 4.30 p.m.,
and further that the 1997-98 Gippsland White Pages
actually advertises the office as open every Tuesday
between 8.00 am. and 4.30 p.m. and not once a
fortnight as the minister has claimed? How does the
minister reconcile his statements to the house with
those facts?

Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) - I
am happy to stand by the response I gave to the
honourable member yesterday. I would like to have
what I said quoted correctly for the record. I did not say
that the office opened once a fortnight. What I said was
that it was open one day a fortnight. It is a fundamental
difference. That was the advice I was given by the
authority when I sought advice, and I stand by it.

Electronic commerce
Hon. W. I. SMITH (Silvan) - Will the Minister
for Finance advise the house of any recent advances in
relation to the future of electronic commerce?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) - I
am delighted to respond to this very timely question
from the honourable member. Last week I attended an
historic meeting of the Australian Procurement and
Construction Ministers Council in Queensland I
describe it as historic because as a nation we have made
a breakthrough of great proportion in promoting the use
and gaining the benefits of on-line purchasing. The
breakthrough has been in the making for something in
excess of two years, during which time Victoria has led
the way in nurturing and brokering the national
principles to be adopted by the states and territories
across the nation.
One of the main things that has held back the private
sector in using the full potential of electronic commerce
has been the set-up costs, which we all acknowledge.
Importantly, those costs have been exacerbated because
until now different systems have had to be established
to suit different jurisdictions across the nation. As a
result of the decision taken in Queensland last week one
system will apply across Australia We will have one
system and not multiples. The parts of the system will
be able to speak effectively to one another. That one
system will significantly reduce both the cost and the
complexity of participation in electronic commerce.
Not even the smallest businesses in the most far-flung
locations across the nation can now say they are being
denied access to the supply contracts available to them.
That is a massive breakthrough because it overcomes
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the tyranny of distance we have all had to contend with,
particularly those members who represent rural
electorates. This is a great result for Australian
business, Australian jobs and the nation as a whole.
Effectively that means we have now become the leader
in electronic commerce and government procurement.
The size of collective govemment purchasing in
Australia will provide an enormous incentive for all
businesses to take up the opportunities and benefits
provided by electronic commerce. We have effectively
avoided the prospect of repeating the experience of the
rail gauge. Our forefathers many years ago took
decisions based upon a parochial view of their
jurisdictions, which meant we had a rail system that
denied us the development and growth that could have
been achieved if the jurisdictions had come together at
that time.

Hon. Pat Power - I think you are attacking Billy
Wentworth.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - We are effectively
avoiding a repetition of that outcome. The national
approach that has been adopted by the states and
territories has been a welcome breakthrough. I
congratulate my colleagues, particularly those who
were prepared to sign at the date of the meeting. They
include my colleagues from New South Wales, South
Australia and Western Australia, as well as Victoria I
am confident that all the other jurisdictions will sign,
including the commonwealth and New Zealand, and I
think we will have a completed document in the next
few days.
The agreement effectively creates an international
precedent. I am very proud that Victoria has played a
central part in bringing it about.

Workcover: safety inspectors
HoB. M. M. GOULD (Doutta Galla) - I refer the
Minister for Finance, who is responsible for
Workcover, to his claims in the house yesterday that the
number of hours spent by VWA inspectors in the field
had increased. I refer also to the official minutes of a
meeting between 29 inspectors and senior management
of the VWA at the Mulgrave office on 3 September,
which reported VWA management as saying:
At present we are running at only 65 per cent of our site time
target This is not acceptable.

How does the minister reconcile his statement
yesterday with that of the VWA field services
management made a mere 22 days before the Longford
explosion?
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Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) - I
am happy to respond. Miss Gould is entitled to run the
conclusion she chooses from the data she claims
represents the Victorian Workcover Authority. I happen
to have the advantage of having the data officially
produced by the authority. The advice I have reports
that the number of hours spent in the field was up from
66000 in 1995-96 to 100000 in 1997-98. I am happy
also to record, as I did yesterday, that the target for
2001 is 200 000 - an increase of 100 per cent.
Hon. T. C. Tbeopbanous us yesterday.

That is what you gave

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - If you still want to run
the nitpicking line, let us go to the bottom line, which is
the evidence of the improvement in workplace safety.
Members of the opposition can take every opportunity
they like to try to denigrate the role of the authority and
to criticise wherever they like; I simply invite them to
look at the hard data, which suggests that the record of
workplace safety is going in exactly the direction the
government would hope.

Port of Melbourne: performance
Hon. BILL FORWOOD (Templestowe) - Will
the Minister for Roads and Ports inform the house of
the trading performance of the port of Melbourne for
the year 1997-98?
Hon. D. A. Nardella interjected.
HOD. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) -

Just wait, Donny; just wait.

HOD. Pat Power -
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Did you get this answer from

Stockers?

HOD. G. R. CRAIGE - At least I have a seat, Pat. I
am pleased to advise the house that the port of
Melbourne handled a record 1.043 million containers
for the fmancial year 1997-98. It is the first time any
Australian port has exceeded the 1 million-container
milestone.
The port of Melbourne continues to dominate the
Australian port scene. Each year it handles cargo valued
at more than $52 billion, contributing $5.4 billion to the
national economy. That the port of Melbourne has
reached those figures and has engaged in so much trade
is even more remarkable when one looks at the Asian
economic crisis. During the year the total value of trade
with China grew by more than 7 per cent, with Japan by
more than 14 per cent, with South Korea by more than
28 per cent and with Vietnam by more than 180 per
cent.

A highlight of the year concerning the cargo that moves
through the port of Melbourne, a strategic port for
Australia, is the strong growth in wine exports, which
have increased by some 13 per cent, most of which go
to the United States of America. The other strong
growth area in export cargo was motor vehicles, which
has increased by 12 per cent.
When the government was elected in 1992 one of its
platforms was to look at private sector investment in
ports. As most people on this side of the house know,
the ports of Geelong, Portland and Hastings are now
operated by private operators, but the port of
Melbourne is controlled by the Melbourne Ports
Corporation. Since the corporation has been in place the
major private sector has invested some $140 million in
the port of Melbourne alone. Yesterday the government
announced that planning approval had been granted for
Grainco to build a bulk commodity terminal at
Appleton Dock, which will be a further investment in
the port of Melbourne of $40 million.
The port's performance in the past financial year is a
real indication of this government's policy to encourage
greater competition and efficiency through the port. Its
advantage of having the lowest port authority and other
related charges in Australia and access to the nation's
most developed freeway network has led to its taking a
dominant position. Overall, since 1994 savings of
$34 million have been delivered to port users from the
state government's reform package.
Another important issue is that the port of Melbourne is
served very well by Melbourne's road and freeway
infrastructure, which will be further improved with the
opening of the City Link project next year. For any port
to be a world leader, as the port of Melbourne is, the
road infrastructure must be kept up to date with all port
improvements. That is one of the issues about which
the government is on a mission.
It is pleasing to see that Melbourne is the no. 1 port in
Australia, and the government is sure it will maintain its
position as Australia's premier port.

Gas: Longford explosion
Hon. T. C. TBEOPHANOUS (Jika Jika) - Will
the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
outline to the house what estimates his department has
provided to him on the likely impact of the Longford
gas disaster on Victorian industry and the Victorian
economy, including that on Victoria's growth and
unemployment rates and the dollar value oflost
production to Victorian industry?
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Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - I thank Mr Theophanous
for his question. The government is very concerned
about the serious impact of the gas supply disruption on
business, and the Department of Premier and Cabinet
has set up a whole-of-government task force to oversee
its response to the situation. I have kept in close contact
with business and business organisations, which has
involved meeting with the heads of all the major
industry and business organisations last week to discuss
their concerns. They had estimates from individual
companies, but none has been able to put forward an
estimate of the impact at the time. The focus of those
companies was elsewhere - on reconnection and
dealing with the impact of losing customers or
potentially losing export orders. That is a logical
response.
A number of figures have been printed in the
newspapers, but I do not think an estimate has been put
together by any other department on the impact on
gross state product and other matters. The government
hopes, given that gas began flowing back to industry
yesterday, the impact will be minimised. It is hoped a
number of industries were able to switch across to other
energy sources, but we know that small businesses for example, restaurants - took the brunt because they
were immediately affected by a lack of gas. We will be
able to formulate better assessments as business people
judge how they coped with their orders, but it would be
fair to say that individual businesses would not be sure
at this time.

Hospitals: funding
Hon. N. B. LUCAS (Eumemmerring) - Will the
Minister for Health explain to the house the outcome of
negotiations with the commonwealth government
regarding the funding of Victorian hospitals?
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) Honourable members are aware that the previous
Medicare agreement expired on 30 June this year and
all states and territories have been negotiating with the
commonwealth for a new health care agreement to
succeed that agreement. It has been a long, tortuous
process with negotiations going on over a IS-month
period
I am pleased to advise the house that the government
has reached agreement with the commonwealth and the
other states and territories on two agreements, both of
which have a significant impact on the operation of
various public hospitals. The first agreement is the
health care agreement, which is a successor agreement
to the Medicare agreement. The government set out to
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achieve two fundamental objectives in the negotiations.
One was to get a better agreement that facilitated the
use of available resources in a rapidly changing sphere.
There is continuing growth in treatment provided
outside the hospital setting, with more day procedures
in both the diagnostic and surgical areas.
It was not hard for the states and territories to reach
agreement with the commonwealth on a better
framework. The sticking point, as so often happens
with commonwealth-state agreements, was in the area
of resources. I am delighted with the result of the states
and territories forming a common purpose in a way that
we have not previously seen on the issue of health care.
We have negotiated a much better agreement - one
that gives the commonwealth a contribution to hospital
funding. For Victoria in current terms it represents an
increase of $49 million a year into the base agreement.
The agreement is indexed, so there will be ongoing
growth in funds from the commonwealth each year
over the five-year period.
We have achieved a number of firsts. The
commonwealth has agreed to put dollars around the
private health insurance decline. For every 1 per cent
decline in private health insurance $83 million a year
will be made available to all states and territories. The
agreement recognises utilisation rates of public
hospitals over and above those which can be explained
by demographic change, new technologies and changes
in private health coverage.
The commonwealth has also established within the
health care agreement fund an equity and access fund,
which is worth $15 million a year to Victoria. To access
those funds a broad strategy for use of the funds is
submitted to the commonwealth once it is agreed that
the funds will flow. The government has also provided
a one-off payment of$20 million to Victoria That
represents an injection under the health care agreement
of $84 million into public hospital budgets this year.
The veterans agreement represents a new approach by
the commonwealth. It has moved to a full
purchaser-provider split basis. It is picking up the full
costs of treatment of health care and-community
support services to veterans and, provided public
hospitals are able to maintain their share of treatment
for veterans at a level comparable to last year's
performance, it represents an additional $50 million
into public hospital budgets this year. That $134 million
matches the state's increase in funding to public
hospitals of $134 million, the total of $268 million
representing a 10 per cent increase in the recurrent
budgets of Victoria's public hospitals - the largest
such increase ever recorded in the history of Victoria.
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That indicates the priority the government has given to
public health services, particularly public hospitals. It
ensures further access to the public hospital system by
Victorians who need access to it and will enable the
government to increase its capacity in research,
teaching and development, as well as extending new
services to other areas.
It is a significant achievement, and I commend my
department and the officers who played a leading role
in negotiations, both for the framework and the
outcome, on behalf of all of the states and territories. It
is another area where Victoria has taken the leadership
role and delivered a fine outcome for the Victorian
community.

Minister for Police and Emergency Services:
pecuniary interest
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) - I
refer the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
to the fact that the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services is part of a consortium involving The Lentil
Trading Company, which owns Harvest Grain
Australia Pty Ltd, and I ask him whether he was aware
of the financial interest of the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services in Harvest Grain when his
department recommended and made government grants
to Harvest Grain Australia and the lentil company in
1997 and this year respectively?
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - The grant was made, I
think, from Ausindustry funding through the rural
development section of the Department of State
Development, and I am more than happy to pass the
question on to the Minister for Rural Development.

Tourism: domestic visitors
Hon. C. A. FURLETTI (Templestowe)- Will the
Minister for Tourism inform the house of the latest
domestic tourism results for Victoria?
Bon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Tourism) Following the advice from latest international figures
released yesterday I am delighted to inform the house
of Victoria's ongoing tourism success at a domestic
level. The latest Domestic Tourism Monitor
information for the year ended March 1998 is now
available, and the greatest economic return to Victoria
from tourism comes from domestic tourism. The
government is optimistic that that situation will
continue.
Victoria recorded a 9 per cent increase in the number of
domestic trips for the year ended March 1998, which is

almost double the national increase of 5 per cent. It is
an outstanding result for the tourism industry and for
tourism in Victoria Victoria records more than
16 million domestic trips annually and holds a 24 per
cent market share of all Australia's domestic trips.
Growth in tourism nights surged ahead of our main
competitors on the domestic front. Victoria gained
market share and recorded a 9 per cent growth in nights
compared with 2 per cent in New South Wales and
3 per cent in Queensland. Victoria now records more
than 52 million domestic nights each year. The state's
highest increase came in the number of interstate trips
to Victoria. One of the many reasons Victoria has been
so successful on the domestic level is the Jigsaw
campaign, which has not only won a range of
advertising awards but also has resulted in real gains for
domestic tourism.
For some time a campaign has been run to encourage
people to tour country Victoria The results have been
outstanding in spreading the economic benefits into
country Victoria Currently 43 per cent of all interstate
visitors to Victoria visit country areas. I am so pleased
with that result that I have now quarantined half of
Tourism Victoria's advertising budget for country
Victoria to ensure that growth continues. Victoria has
also been very successful with its branding Melbourne
strategy, enhancing its reputation as a capital city. To
that end a new Melbourne advertisement has been
recorded and will be very exciting in that it will obtain a
spread of visitation between Melbourne and regional
Victoria
I am very excited about the latest results. It is terrific for
employment and growth in country Victoria. I am very
pleased about the results in regional Victoria and I am
looking forward to further results along those lines.

Gas: Longford explosion
Hon. PAT POWER (Jika Jika) - Will the Minister
for Health confirm that the Department of Human
Services has an engineer's report that reveals that as
many as 60 000 domestic appliances such as hot water
services may not reignite and will require replacement
parts or perhaps total replacement to allow gas to be
reconnected? Will compensation or assistance be
provided to domestic Victorian users who suffer that
problem?
Bon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - I
am aware of no such report. I am not sure on what basis
any figure would be calculated Nowhere in the world
has anyone experienced a similar loss of gas supply.
Certainly I am aware that very old equipment such as
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ignition equipment may require replacement but there is
no way of quantifying numbers.
No blanket assistance is provided anywhere across the
impact area, beyond the fact that what is useful to be
done will be done. For those experiencing particular
hardship, arrangements will be brought up to date in
terms of food and other issues through local councils. It
is a coordinated approach but it is very much on a
need-by-need basis.

Principal adviser for science, engineering and
technology
Hon. R. J. H. WELLS (Eumemmerring) - Will
the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
inform the house of the appointment during the
parliamentary recess of the state's principal adviser for
science, engineering and technology?
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - I am pleased to advise the
house that during the parliamentary recess I appointed
Professor Graham Mitchell to be the state's principal
adviser for science, engineering and technology.
Professor Mitchell will provide high level strategic
advice to the government and will also enhance links
between government agencies and the communities
involved in science, engineering and technology in
Victoria
Professor Mitchell is already working closely with the
government as a member of the new Science,
Engineering and Technology Taskforce and it
welcomes his taking on this extra responsibility.
Professor Mitchell is a veterinary scientist with an
international reputation. He is also well known and
respected in the scientific community for his previous
role as director of research in the pharmaceutical group
CSL Ltd, and prior to that as a director of the
Melbourne zoo. He is currently a partner in a
consultancy group with three of the most eminent
people in Victoria, Professor Gus Nossal, Professor
David Penington and Dr John Stoker. His appointment
reflects the high priority the government gives to this
field and the new course it is charting in encouraging
the brightest Victorians into science and engineering,
expanding the professions and the internationalisation
of their services.
The new position was among several major initiatives I
announced last year in the government's science,
engineering and technology policy entitled Creating
our Future. I am sure all members who know Professor
Mitchell will welcome him to this role. He will bring

great credibility to the position, and we look forward to
his interaction with members of our community.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Right of reply
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - I move:
That, during the present session (a) a person who has been referred to in the Legislative Council
by name, or in such a way as to be readily identified, may
make a submission in writing to the President (i)

claiming that he or she has been adversely affected in
reputation or in respect of dealings or associations with
others, or injured in occupation, trade, office or
financial credit, or that his or her privacy has been
unreasonably invaded by reason of that reference; and

(ii) requesting that he or she be permitted to incorporate an
appropriate response in the parliamentary record.
(b) If, upon considering a submission under this order, the
President is satisfied that the subject of the submission is not
so obviously trivial or the submission so frivolous,
vexatious or offensive in character he may determine-

(i)

that no further action be taken in relation to the
submission; or

(ii) that a response by the person who made the
submission be published by the Council and
incorporated in Hansard and shall inform the house of his decision.

(c)

In considering a submission under this order the

President(i)

may confer with the person who made the submission;

(ii) must give notice of the submission in writing to the
member who referred in the Council to that person and
then consult with the member prior to any response
being presented to the Council; and
(iii) shall not consider or judge the truth of any statements
made in the Council or the submission.
(d) A response presented to the Council(i)

shall be succinct and strictly relevant to the questions
in issue and shall not contain anything offensive in
character; and

(ii) shall not contain any matter the publication of which
would have the effect of(1) unreasonably adversely affecting or injuring a
person, or unreasonably invading a person's

privacy, in the manner referred to in paragraph
(a); or
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unreasonably adding to or aggravating any such

adverse effect, injury or invasion of pnvacy
suffered by a person.

The amendment to the sessional orders is important for
this chamber. Its aim is to ensure that individuals who
have been falsely attacked to the clear detriment of their
reputations with the community and individuals who
have been maliciously defamed or perhaps
inadvertently defamed by a member of Parliament will
now have a mechanism to respond to that attack.
The amendment is significantly modelled on the
reforms introduced in the Australian Senate on
25 February 1988 with all-party support. For just over
10 years the Australian Senate has had ~perating a
mechanism that allows a citizen, if specIfically referred
to in the chamber, if specifically and clearly defamed
and if specifically meeting the conditions of the
relevant sessional or standing orders, to be able to
approach the Presiding Officer and to effective.ly put
the alternative case. It is not part of the Westmmster
tradition but it is a valuable addition to that tradition. It
is certainly one that the coalition believes is correct, and
it is pleased to follow the all-party initiative taken in the
Australian Senate a decade ago.
This new right will not apply to people who have been
mentioned in a trivial manner or in a manner that is
broad in application. It will not allow a response that is
frivolous, vexatious or offensive and it will be subject
to the judgment of the Presiding Officer of the day. The
government believes this new broad power is
appropriate even though it is likely, based on the
experience in the Australian Senate and the other
parliaments involved, to be used rarely.
There is a potential for unfairness in allowing
unfettered freedom of speech to apply only to those in
Parliament. Citizens other than members of Parliament
have little opportunity to respond authoritatively to
something that has been said about them in Parliament
A person's reputation could be seriously affected by
matters raised in Parliament. When a few people turn
the high status of Parliament into cowards' castle the
consequences of that misuse of privilege in Parliament
can be devastating. There is also the possibility of
mistaken identity in the comments made against a
named individual in Parliament. In those cases there is
also the need for the ability to correct comments.
On 25 February 1988 the Senate adopted an all-party
committee recommendation to go down this path. Since
that time the number of occasions when the power has
been used has been very small. There is rarely more
than one a year. I believe, therefore, the power is not
likely to be used on many occasions. However, when it
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is used on individual occasions it is important that the
person concerned has some opportunity for informed
rebuttal.
I do not think anybody in the coalition would want to
see the privileges of this house misused or abused We
do not want to see this place turned into cowards'
castle. However, all honourable members would recall
witnessing instances of such behaviour in their political
careers. I do not want to turn what I believe to be a
motion that enjoys all-party support into a partisan
discussion about history, so I will desist from citing the
individuals at fault.
The time is right for this. The government believes it
will be a practical and useful addition. It will require a
great degree of reserve and consideration by the
President of the time. I do not believe any citizen's
request for a statement should be considered with
undue haste. It is equally important that the response of
the citizen does not repeat the same areas of failing as
the alleged statement of a member of Parliament. The
sessional orders, which are modelled on the Senate
standing orders, are therefore designed to ensure that
there cannot be equal offence and defamation created
by the citizen who is responding to the alleged offence
and defamation.
Finally, I commend you, Mr President, on your
personal advocacy for this issue over a long period. I
believe that should be recorded.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS (Jika Jika) - The
opposition supports the motion moved by the Leader of
the Government. It is a welcome addition to the rules of
the house. I could go so far as to say that the opposition
is happy to see that the government has adopted an .
ALP policy. The ALP also proposed such a change m a
policy document released in May 1997 entitled Making
Parliament Work: Labor 's plan for a harder working
and more democratic Parliament.

I remember the debate the parliamentary Labor Party
had on this issue in the lead-up to the presentation of
the policy. A number of people had reservations, as I
am sure occurred on the government side. However, the
opposition decided on balance that it was a good idea It
has taken place in a number of parliaments around
Australia. As the Leader of the Government said, it was
introduced in the federal Parliament and has been
operating in the House of Representatives since August
1997 and in the Senate since 1998. It has also been
operating in the New South Wales Legislative
Assembly since 1996 and the Legislative Council since
1997. It has also been operating in the Queensland
Parliament since 1995.
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There is a history of this measure operating in a number
of parliaments. One of the concerns people have is that
the provision could be misused. Experience tells us
what happens in the parliaments where it has been in
operation, such as Queensland where it has been used
seven times since 1995. It has been used somewhat
more frequently in Queensland than in the Australian
Senate, where I believe it has been used about 20 times.
It is something that is not a matter of course; it is
sparsely used and relies on a range of processes that are
outlined in the motion, including the approval of the
Presiding Officer, in this case, you, Mr President.
Obviously there are occasions when individuals outside
Parliament, who do not have the opportunity or
capacity to defend themselves, are named in this place.
It is done by both sides of Parliament from time to time
and consequently the motion provides a limited
opportunity for a right of reply, subject to the approval
of the Presiding Officer and subject to a range of
criteria in the motion, including that any reply can deal
only with the issue addressed.
Concern was expressed by some people about
parliamentary privilege. I do not believe there will be
any effect. Members who make statements about
people will be more inclined to check their veracity
prior to making them if they are aware that at least, in
principle, there may be a right of reply using this
mechanism. I am interested that the government has
moved the motion. It begins:
... during the present session

Perhaps the minister may clarify to the house whether
that means at the beginning of every sessional period
and, if so, perhaps the government may wish to think
about a motion that sets that situation in place
continually. Given the way it has been worded, the
interpretation one would use is that it does not apply
retrospectively: one cannot go back and have a look at a
debate.

Hon. M. A. Birrell-It starts from today.
Hon. T. C. TllEOPHANOUS - The minister has
confirmed it starts from today and, presumably, he is
committing the government to a similar motion each
sessional period?
Hon. M. A. Birrell- Yes.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - That means it
will be in place in this and subsequent sessions of
Parliament. For that reason the opposition welcomes
the motion. The Labor Party has supported this for a
considerable period. The Leader of the Opposition in
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the other place supported it for a long period and has
argued for it within the forums of the Labor Party.
The opposition has also argued that Parliament requires
considerable reform. We hope the motion marks the
beginning of consideration being given by the
government to other issues raised about reforms of
Parliament to implement longer sitting periods so that
there is more opportunity for debate than is currently
the case.
The opposition has submitted proposals, including
unlimited rights in certain circumstances for petitioners
to address the Parliament directly. That was in the
policy document released by the opposition. The
opposition would be interested in discussing reforms
that make Parliament work better with the government
in the interests of all members. The opposition
welcomes the provisions. I also put on record our
appreciation, Mr President, for your support of this
measure.

Hon. W. R. BAXTER (North Eastern) - I endorse
the amendment to the sessional orders and anticipate
that the provision will become part of the standard
sessional orders adopted in each Parliament. It is a
safeguard for the house, for individual members and for
citizens. In the 20 years I have been a member of the
house, I can think. of few examples where a mechanism
such as this may well have been used by a citizen. I can
think of one or two examples where that may have
occurred. I regret that perhaps the nature of debates that
are increasingly taking place requires such a
mechanism. It is important that the opportunity is
available.
I certainly see it as a safeguard of the reputation of the
house. It will put a brake and some kind of fetter on an
individual member who may feel at liberty on a regular
basis to unjustifiably cast aspersions on members of the
public. It is a safeguard for members at large that they
will not be tarred with the one brush if there is an
opportunity for those unfairly criticised and
misrepresented to set the record straight. It is
principally a safeguard for individual citizens of
Victoria who may be either maliciously or inadvertently
maligned by a member of this house.
The clauses have been sufficiently tightly drawn to
avoid any worry about vexatious requests. In the event
of vexatious requests the way the amendment is drawn
provides the President of the day with sufficient scope
to reject such applications in any event. The mechanism
is used very little in either Queensland or the Senate,
but its mere existence will provide a brake or safeguard,
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as is appropriate and desirable in the adversarial
parliamentary system in which we operate.
Mr President, I join with the other party leaders in
commending you for your longstanding interest in this
provision. You can take a great deal of credit for the
fact that the house is acting on the matter today.
The PRESIDENT - Order! I thank honourable
members for their comments. An informal system has
operated in this house for some years under which on
one occasion following a statement by a member of the
government a member of the public wrote to me
suggesting there was another side to the particular case.
I put the matter privately to the honourable member and
he was happy to put the view of that member of the
public on the public record On another occasion a
similar thing happened in respect of the opposition side
and the opposition member concerned was also happy
to put the view of the member of the public concerned
on the public record. That was an informal arrangement
and in each case the honourable members concerned
could have rebuffed my request. It is in the interests of
both Parliament and the public that we now have an
arrangement provided for in a sessional order.
I thank the Leader of the Government and the other
leaders for their remarks. The sessional order will be
posted on the Intranet, and eventually on the Internet. It
is not much good having a policy if people do not know
about it, so I will do what I can to publicise the fact.

a person registered to practise an occupation in one
Australian state or territory is entitled to practise an
equivalent occupation in another Australian state or
territory.
The bill readopts, pursuant to section 51(37) of the
commonwealth constitution, the Mutual Recognition
Act 1992 of the commonwealth, with effect from 1 July
1998 - being the date on which the Mutual
Recognition (Victoria) Act 1993 expired.
The bill provides that Victoria's adoption of the
commonwealth act will terminate on a day fIxed by the
Governor in Council by proclamation in the
Government Gazette. A similar provision is made to the
Trans-Tasman Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Act
1998. These provisions give Victoria the greatest
flexibility in terminating its involvement in the two
mutual recognition schernes, ifnecessary. The bill also
validates all actions done after 1 July 1998 and before
the enactment of the bill.
Honourable members should note that all states and
territories have been participating in a review of the
mutual recognition scheme, with a view to determining
whether any changes need to be made to the scheme
and to the uniform national legislation underpinning the
scheme. New mutual recognition legislation may be
necessary in the future to take into account any agreed
national changes, when they occur.
I commend the bill to the house.

Motion agreed to.
Debate adjourned for Hon. T. C. THEOPHA..l'iOUS
(Jika Jika) on motion of Hon. M. M. GouJd.

MUTUAL RECOGNITION (VICTORIA)
BILL
Second reading
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - I move:
1bat this bill be now read a second time.

The bill continues Victoria's adoption of the
commonwealth's Mutual Recognition Act 1992. It is
part ofa national legislative scheme, the goal of which
is to promote the freedom of movement of goods and
service providers between all the Australian states and
territories.
The mutual recognition principle is that:
goods that may legally be sold in one Australian
state or territory may be sold in another state or
territory; and

Debate adjourned until next day.

ARTS ACTS (AMENDl\1ENT) BILL
Second reading
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The primary purpose of the bill is to increase by 2 the
number of members of the council of the National
Gallery of Victoria, from 9 to 11.
The National Gallery is a key component of our
majestic arts precinct bordering St Kilda Road and
Southbank. However, there will be an increased
workload for the council due to the impending
refurbishment of the St Kilda Road premises of the
National Gallery and the take-up by the council of
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responsibility for the administration and management
of the Museum of Australian Art that is part of the
Federation Square project.
The council is required to administer the National
Gallery at a time when it is necessary for the council to
arrange for the movement of some of the collections in
the National Gallery into storage so that the
refurbishment of the National Gallery can take place.
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A new Catholic child, youth and family services
organisation, MacKillop Family Services, came into
existence in July 1997. MacKillop Family Services Ltd
was incorporated under the Corporations Law of
Victoria on 28 April 1997. MacKillop Family Services
is a shared ministry of three Catholic congregationsthe Christian Brothers, the Sisters of Mercy and the
Sisters of St Joseph.
Included in the new organisation are:

During this refurbishment period the National Gallery
will return to its original home in the Kershaw, McCoy,
MacArthur and Swinburne halls at the State Library of
Victoria. The National Gallery of Victoria will focus on
presenting exhibitions of major works from its
collection in this temporary home from mid-1999 to
mid-2ool.

Mercy Family Care Centre, North Geelong;
St Vincent de Paul Child and Family Services, Black
Rock; and

Ultimately when the construction of the Museum of
Australian Art is completed the area under the
management of the National Gallery will be almost
doubled. In addition, the council is required to raise
$15 million for stage 1 of the refurbishment of the
National Gallery.

St Anthony's Family Services, Footscray;
St Joseph's Babies and Family Services, Glenroy.

Due to this increased workload and responsibility it is
reasonable that the size of the council be increased. The
two additional members shall be appointed under
section 6 of the act. Therefore the two additional
members are to be nominated by the minister.
The bill also makes a number of minor amendments to
the National Gallery of Victoria Act 1966, the Libraries
Act 1988 and the Public Sector Reform (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Act 1998. These amendments include
two measures which continue and clarifY the
consequential amendments necessary following the
passage of the Public Sector Management and
Employment Act 1998.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Bon. M. M. GOULD
(Doutta Galla).

Debate adjourned until next day.

MacKILLOP FAMILY SERVICES BILL
Second reading
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

Christian Brothers Child, Youth and Family Services
(incorporating St Augustine's Family and
Adolescent Services, Geelong; St Joseph's Homes
for Children, Flemington; St Vincent's Boys Home,
South Melbourne);

I

The movement towards amalgamation was prompted
by the mutual conviction of the three religious
congregations that:
the biblical idea of justice continually challenges
Christians to respond to the poor and those in need;
the congregations should respond to the needs of the
poor and disadvantaged with renewed energy,
informed and strengthened by good research, policy
development and advocacy; and
the church, in the Catholic tradition, should continue
to be a disturbing, prophetic voice in today's society.
MacKillop Family Services continues the traditions and
further develops the work of the seven agencies.
MacKillop is a significant community services
organisation in Victoria, with an expenditure budget of
more than $12 million in the current fmancial year. It
has a client base exceeding 2000 and has 300
professional and support staff assisted by hundreds of
volunteers.
The agencies have had a long history of service to
children, young people and families throughout the
Victorian community. Over the years there have been a
number of changes of auspice and location. Significant
changes in service provision have also taken place.
Melbourne's first Catholic orphanage, the St Vincent de
Paul orphanage, was established in 1855. It remains on
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its original South Melbourne site although significantly
changed from its fonner large congregate care campus.

of St Joseph and certain agencies in connection with
those services;

St Vincent de Paul Child and Family Service (Black
Rock) is directly descended from the St Vincent de Paul
orphanage. In 1861 the Sisters of Mercy established a
separate girls orphanage on an adjoining block ofland.
In 1966 the sisters transferred to Black Rock and
developed group homes and other services.

to provide that certain gifts and trusts for charitable
purposes do not fail but have effect as if made or
declared to or in favour of MacKillop; and

The Geelong Catholic orphanage ofSt Augustine's was
founded in 1857. It moved to Highton in 1939 and to its
current location in Whittington in 1988.
The Sisters of Mercy established an orphanage in
Geelong in 1862. It moved to Newtown in 1884 and
later became known as St Catherine's. In 1928 it moved
to Highton and in 1975 was relocated to its present site
at North Geelong and named Mercy Family Care to
reflect changes to its model of working.
St Joseph's Babies and Family Services (Glenroy) is
derived from the Broadmeadows foundling home
established by the Sisters ofSt Joseph in 1901. It
relocated to Glenroy in 1975 with the change from
institutional care to foster care and family support
services.

to enable MacKillop to establish investment pools
for the collective investment of trust funds for
charitable purposes.
Under the governance of the three religious
congregations the new organisation is providing a
greater flexibility and range of services, ongoing
research and more powerful advocacy for
disadvantaged children, young people and their
families.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Hon. M. M. GOULD
(Doutta Galla).
Debate adjourned until next day.

BUILDING (PLUMBING) BILL
Second reading

St Anthony's Home for Children in Kew was
established by the Sisters ofSt Joseph in 1922 to look
after toddlers from the foundling home in
Broadrneadows. The orphanage at Kew closed in 1976
and St Anthony's commenced a new community-based,
family-centred program in the western suburbs, where
it continues to operate from its base in Footscray.
This long history of change in auspices, locations and
service models has led to possible problems in
establishing connections between those differently
located, differently named institutions and the work
currently being conducted by MacKillop. This
legislation will effectively establish that all bequests,
donations and trusts which were previously to be
applied to a congregation or its agencies shall now be
applied to MacKillop.
Trustees and others will be satisfied that MacKillop
Family Services Ltd is properly carrying out the
charitable works previously conducted by the Christian
Brothers, the Josephites and the Sisters of Mercy at
various locations over many years.
The purposes of this bill are:
to provide for the vesting in MacKillop of certain
property given for charitable purposes to the
Christian Brothers, the Sisters of Mercy, the Sisters

Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) - I
move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The purpose of the bill is to amend the Building Act
1993 to replace the Plumbing Industry Board with the
Plumbing Industry Commission, establish a Plumbing
Industry Advisory Council, regulate refrigeration
mechanics and generally improve the operation of
part 12A of the Building Act 1993.
In 1996 the Building Act 1993 was amended to
introduce a new part 12A, establishing a single body,
the Plumbing Industry Board, to oversee the
occupational and technical regulation of on-site
plumbing work in Victoria The board assumed the
licensing functions of the Plumbing Gasfitters and
Drainers Registration Board and took over
responsibility for technical plumbing regulation from
water authorities.
This part was introduced to facilitate the water and gas
reforms and to ensure maintenance of appropriate levels
of consumer protection and public health and safety as
they relate to plumbing work.
Central to these new arrangements was the replacement
of the old costly system of full inspection by a system
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of self-certification of work. The Plumbing Industry
Board has established a unique and cost-effective
scheme of self-certification of all plumbing work by
fully insured licensed plumbers. All such certified work
is recorded on a central database that facilitates a
system of selective inspection and audit of industry
performance against recognised standards.
Through this system the level of inspection and audit
has been reduced from 100 per cent to 5 per cent in
many cases, while standards and public health and
safety continue to receive the same or greater levels of
protection.
Generally, the new regulatory regime is working well.
This bill proposes a finetuning of the regulatory
structure in line with the regulatory arrangements that
apply in other related industries such as the energy
sector and the building industry.
The current structure of the Plumbing Industry Board in
part 12A of the Building Act 1993 is that of an
eight-member board comprising a chairperson with
substantial industry expertise, various industry
representatives and representatives of the ministers for
agriculture and natural resources, education, planning
and local government, and the Treasurer. This structure
does not accord with that contained in the Building Act
1993 in respect of the building industry.
It is proposed to replace the Plumbing Industry Board
with the Plumbing Industry Commission, with similar
provisions to those applying to the Building Control
Commission. The new Plumbing Industry Commission,
consisting of a single commissioner, will have the
responsibility both for the registration and licensing and
discipline and enforcement as does the current
Plumbing Industry Board.
In addition, a Plumbing Industry Advisory Council,
similar to the Building Advisory Council, is to be
established with wide industry representation and
expertise to advise the minister and the Plumbing
Industry Commission. To reflect the representation of
the Building Control Commissioner on the new
Plumbing Industry Advisory Council, the Plumbing
Industry Commissioner is to be made a member of the
Building Advisory Council.
A number of issues in the operation and application of
part 12A of the Building Act, which require resolution,
have been identified, and these issues are addressed in
the bill.
The proposed changes include the following
amendments. Part 12A of the act is to be amended to
ensure that, as intended, licensed plumbers properly
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supervise the work performed by registered plumbers
under their direction, prior to issuing a compliance
certificate for the work.
Building surveyors will be required to sight plumbing
compliance certificates issued by the plumber prior to
the issue of an occupancy certificate to ensure that the
building to which the permit applies is suitable for
occupation and all plumbing work has been completed.
The exemption of refrigeration mechanics from the
requirement to be licensed or registered under part 12A
is to be removed. The effect of this exemption is that
categories of people who perform mechanical services
work are treated unequally. Further, mechanical
services systems such as cooling towers that are not
installed, commissioned and maintained properly
contribute significantly to the risk of illnesses such as
legionnaire's disease.
The objective of the proposal is to provide for a
consistent level of consumer protection and
maintenance of public health and safety in the area of
mechanical services plumbing work in Victoria through
the application of the licensing and self-certification
scheme to all those who perform that work.
To ensure the legitimate use of licence and registration
certificates issued to plumbers, a photograph is to be
included in all licences and certificates issued by the
new commission. In addition, plumbers will be required
to clearly identify themselves when they start work at
any premises.
Part 12A of the act requires that a compliance
certificate be given by the licensed plumber on
completion of the work. The stage at which the work is
regarded as completed is clarified in the bill to avoid
any confusion.
In cases where a licensed plumber only completes the
work commenced by another licensed plumber, he or
she will be able to issue a compliance certificate, ifhe
or she has inspected or tested the work already
completed. This will make it easier for the consumer to
get commenced plumbing work completed when the
initially engaged plumber is unable to complete the job.
The bill will make it clear that building practitioners are
required to pass on compliance certificates, received
from plumbers commissioned by them, to the owner of
the premises at which the plumbing work has been
carried out. The information is important for the
consumer as evidence in case of future insurance
claims.
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The enforcement powers of compliance auditors and
inspectors are to be improved to require plumbers under
investigation to attend the site of the works under
investigation. This provision will make current
arrangements more effective and will also allow the
plumber to clarify any confusion or remedy any
concerns.
The bill will improve accountability, effectiveness and
efficiency of the plumbing regulatory regime. It will
also strengthen the consumer and public health and
safety protection.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned for Hon. PAT POWER (Jika Jika) on
motion of Hon. M. M. Gould.
Debate adjourned until next day.

ROAD SAFETY (FURTHER AMENDMENT)
BILL
Second reading
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The bill continues the process of fine tuning the Road
Safety Act in preparation for the introduction of further
national uniformity measures and the commencement
of new regulations to replace those due to sunset on
8 February 1999.
Drafts of the new regulations are being made available
for public comment together with regulatory impact
statements, but there is a concern that the size of the
task is such that much of the public comment will not
be available until after the Parliament has risen and it
will be too late then to postpone the sunset, should that
course appear desirable. The bill therefore contains a
protective measure which is in the form of an extension
of the existing regulations until 1 March 2000 unless
the regulations are sooner revoked.
I stress that this is a protective measure and that the
present intention is to have the new regulations come
into force on or as close as possible to the February
1999 sunset date.
The development of uniform measures by the National
Road Transport Commission is a continuing process
and it has now led to the establishment of the NEVDIS
system through Austroads, which consists of the road
authorities of the states and territories. NEVDIS, or the
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National Exchange of Vehicle and Driver Information
System, entails the formalising of standards for the
recording and exchange of data by each of the
jurisdictions as part of the administration of their driver
licensing and vehicle registration systems.
Such arrangements are an integral part of the national
arrangements. However, section 92 of the Road Safety
Act 1986 at present inhibits Victoria's participation in
NEVDIS. Generally speaking, the section only permits
disclosure of Victorian information of a personal or
commercially sensitive nature to an interstate body for
law enforcement purposes. The bill overcomes this
restriction by specifically providing for disclosure for
the purposes ofNEVDIS. The bill also permits
disclosure of the name and address of the registered
operator of a vehicle to the manufacturer or supplier of
the vehicle in connection with the conduct of a vehicle
safety recall procedure. A related amendment permits
Vicroads to charge administration fees in such cases.
A substantial part of the bill is directed to the
improvement of various aspects of the demerit points
system - namely, the timing and manner of giving
various notices to the licence or permit-holder, the
question of cumulative licence loss, the treatment of
points incurred after an option notice has been sent but
before the option is exercised and the grounds of appeal
against a demerit points licence suspension. These
provisions are mainly intended to clarify procedural
aspects of the system rather than to introduce major
changes.
Other provisions of the bill are intended mainly to
remove doubts about the extent of the
regulation-making power or to effect certain statute law
revision changes. For example, provision is made for
the insertion in the regulation-making powers in
section 95 of the principal act of a specific power to
grant exemptions from the regulations relating to mass
and dimension limits.
Another provision makes a consequential amendment
of the Transport Accident Act 1986 which ought to
have accompanied the Road Safety (Drivers) Act 1991.
This provision will only operate prospectively because
it affects a person's right to transport accident
compensation if the person is convicted of an offence of
obstructing the taking of a blood sample under the
drink-driving provisions of the Road Safety Act.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned for Hon. PAT POWER (Jika Jib) on
motion of Hon. M. M. Gould.
Debate adjourned until next day.
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BAIL (AMENDMENl) BILL
Second reading

Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small
Business) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The bill amends the Bail Act 1977 in order to clarify
the test which the court should apply before it grants
bail to a person charged with importation of narcotic
goods under the commonwealth Customs Act 1901.
The amendment provides that the court must be
satisfied that exceptional circumstances exist before
bail is granted to persons charged with importation of a
narcotic drug under the Customs Act where the offence
involves a commercial quantity of drugs as defmed
under the Victorian legislation.

In other cases of narcotic drug importation involving a
trafficable quantity the Bail Act provides that the court
is required to refuse bail unless the person shows cause
as to why his or her detention is not justified.
This amendment will ensure that the same approach is
taken to persons who are charged with commonwealth
drug importation offences in this state as that which is
taken to persons charged with trafficking or cultivating
a drug of dependence under the Victorian Drugs,
Poisons and Controlled Substances Act 1981.
The bill is a further strengthening of our state laws in
dealing with those who traffic in large scale quantities
of narcotic drugs.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned for Hon. D. A. NARDELLA
(Melbourne North) on motion of Hon. M. M. Gould.

Wednesday, 7 October 1998

Loitering by sex offenders
The first amendments relate to the offence of loitering
by a sexual offender under section 60B of the Crimes
Act. Section 60B, which was introduced in 1993,
makes it an offence for a person who has been found
guilty of certain sex-related offences to loiter without
reasonable excuse in or near places which are
frequented by children, such as playgrounds or schools.
At present section 60B refers to specific section
numbers of the Crimes Act as in force at the time that
section 60B was enacted. Because of successive
amendments to the Crimes Act, the section numbers
which relate to particular offences have changed over
the years. For example, section 60B defines 'sexual
offence' to include an offence against section 46 of the
Crimes Act. Since 1991, section 46 has dealt with the
offence of sexual penetration of a child between the age
of 10 and 16; however, before 1991 that offence was
dealt with under section 48.
This means that a person who is found loitering in a
kindergarten playground can be prosecuted under
section 60B ifhe or she had previously been convicted
of the offence of sexual penetration of a child in 1992,
but not ifhe or she had previously been convicted of
sexual penetration of a child in 1989. The amendment
ensures that section 60B will apply to persons who
have been found guilty of relevant prior sexual
offences, regardless of when those offences were
committed.
The bill also increases the maximum penalty under
section 60B from one year of imprisonment to two
years imprisonment. In cases where the offender's prior
conduct was so grave that they came within the
definition of a serious sexual offender under the
Sentencing Act, the maximum penalty is increased to
five years imprisonment.

Debate adjourned until next day.

CRIMES (AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading

Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small
Business) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The bill amends the Crimes Act 1958 in relation to
three offences.

Finally, the bill extends section 60B to include loitering
by persons who have been convicted of certain
prostitution offences involving children. These offences
include causing or inducing a child to take part in
prostitution.

Contamination of goods
The threatened contamination of Arnotts biscuits in
early 1997 and the more recent threats to contaminate
Sanitarium products highlight the enormous disruption
and damage which can be caused by the actual or
threatened contamination of goods in modem society.
In 1994, Victoria became the first jurisdiction in
Australia to create an offence of contamination of
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goods. That offence is contained in section 248 of the
Crimes Act.
Earlier this year the Model Criminal Code Officers
Committee produced a report and a draft model
provision dealing with the offence of contamination of
goods. Victoria was responsible for developing and
writing the report. The model provision is based closely
on section 248. The model provision broadens the
definition of goods so that it is clear that it does not
matter whether or not the goods were intended for
human consumption. The deliberate contamination of
items such as toiletries can be as damaging as the
contamination of food or drink.
In addition, the model provision broadens the definition
of economic loss to make it clear that it includes steps
taken to avoid harm to members of the public. Under
section 248 at present, a company may be considered to
have suffered economic loss if it takes its goods off the
shelves in order to avoid alarm or anxiety amongst its
customers; however, if the reason why the company
withdraws its goods is to prevent its customers from
being poisoned, that may not constitute economic loss.
This will protect businesses, enhance consumer
confidence and make Victoria a safer place in which to
live and work.
Provision of legal aid

The bill amends section 360A of the Crimes Act.
Section 360A was introduced in 1993 to address the
potential deadlock which could arise as a consequence
of the decision of the High Court in Dietrich v. The
Queen (1992) 177 CLR 292. Over the years since its
enactment a number of issues have arisen in the way in
which the section operates. The bill makes the
following changes to section 360A.

It also makes it clear that the court's power to order
Victoria Legal Aid to provide assistance is limited to the
provision of legal representation.
It provides that, in making an order under section 360A,
the court may not impose conditions relating to the
identity, number or remuneration of the persons
representing the accused. This reflects the cornmon law
position which applies in other states.

The bill will give effect to the government's justice
policy objective of reforming the criminal justice
system to ensure that it is accessible, efficient and cost
effective, and that it has the confidence of the public.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Hon. D. A. NARDELLA
(Melbourne North).
Debate adjourned until next day.

PATRIOTIC FUNDS (AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading

Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small
Business) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The Patriotic Funds Act 1958 (the act) regulates and
controls the raising, collection and application of
patriotic funds. A patriotic fund is defmed in the act as
meaning any fund raised by private or public
contributions for any purpose in connection with any
proclaimed war. These purposes include relieving
hardship caused by the war to service personnel and
their dependants; for the equipment of the naval,
military or air forces; for the supply of comforts to
members of the said forces; and for the purchase of
land and erection on the land of a hall or clubrooms for
the use of service personnel. The act was first enacted
in 1939 and later amended in 1958. Since then, the act
has remained unchanged The bill seeks to resolve a
number of perceived deficiencies in the act.

It enables the court to have regard to any vexatious or
unreasonable conduct engaged in by the accused. For
example, cases have arisen where the accused brings a
large number of preliminary applications as a tactic to
delay the trial and then applies for an order under
section 360A on the ground that they no longer have
enough money to afford to pay for representation in the
trial. This amendment will prevent the section from being The bill proposes to broaden the existing membership
abused in this way.
and beneficiary bases within the act by amending the
definition of 'patriotic fund' so that funds may be
The bill makes it clear that it is for the accused to prove
applied to relieve financial hardship suffered by service
that he or she cannot afford the cost of obtaining
personnel or their dependants in circumstances
representation, rather than for Victoria Legal Aid to prove
additional to direct connection with a war. The
that he or she can. The accused knows his or her financial
proposed amendment will ensure that service personnel
situation better than the court or VLA.
who are injured, or the dependants of those killed,
during exercise training operations, such as the
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Blackhawk helicopter disaster in north Queensland in
1996, will be eligible for assistance under the act.
This expansion of the class of beneficiaries is a
desirable development given that these funds, which
were originally established for returned servicemen,
continue to operate even though Australia has not
participated in a proclaimed war for some time, and that
the number of persons entitled to benefit from the funds
is diminishing through natural attrition.
A further amendment to section 3 is proposed to clarify
an anomaly in the act as to whether the council has an
ongoing responsibility for a patriotic fund
notwithstanding that the fund has been expended for the
purpose for which it was raised, for example, the
purchase of a hall or clubrooms. The bill seeks to
resolve this anomaly by providing that the assets of a
patriotic fund include any hall, clubrooms, or other
building purchased or leased with money from a
patriotic fund
The act will also be amended to recognise modern
banking practices and changes in the administration of
some patriotic funds. Currently section 21 (2) of the act
provides that patriotic fund bank accounts be operated
' ... only by cheque signed by either the treasurer of the
fund or a trustee and countersigned by a trustee'. This
provision is currently causing great difficulty for many
trustees and fund administrators. The Returned Services
League (the RSL) is the sole trustee of more than
300 patriotic funds throughout Victoria Those funds
have local bank accounts and in practice are operated at
a local level. The effect of section 21 (2) is to require the
RSL, as trustee, to operate all such accounts from its
head office in Melbourne, which is impractical. The
provision has also not kept pace with changes in
modem commercial banking practices. Today, many
organisations use methods of account operation other
than cheques, such as the use of automatic teller
machines, electronic banking and direct debiting of
accounts.
The bill will amend the act to enable trustees to
delegate the operation of such accounts, without
limiting their operation to the use of cheques, to local
branches of the RSL; and require delegates to provide
financial statements to the trustees at such intervals as
the trustees require to ensure full security of the funds.
The bill authorises trustees to approve a transfer of
assets up to $20 000 from a patriotic fund, with the
prior consent of the Patriotic Funds Council but without
the necessity of obtaining Governor in Council
sanction. Currently, such transfers require the sanction
of both the Patriotic Funds Council and the Governor in

Council. This amendment will simplify existing
procedures and reduce the time frame between requests
from local fund administrators for such transfers and
approval.
The penalties in the act have also been increased to
ensure that they continue to provide an effective
deterrent against non-compliance with the act.
The government believes these proposed amendments
will enable the Patriotic Funds Council of Victoria to
work more effectively in meeting the needs of service
personnel and their families, and ensure that public
confidence in the administration of the funds is
maintained.
I commend the bill to the house.

Debate adjourned on motion of Hon. D. A. NARDELLA
(Melbourne North).
Debate adjourned until next day.

TRADE MEASUREMENT
(ADMINISTRATION) (AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small
Business) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

An anomaly in the Trade Measurement
(Administration) Act 1995 has recently been
discovered. Section l8( 1) of the act potentially restricts
the power to serve infringement notices to only those
offences specified under the Trade Measurement Act
1995. This could potentially mean that the power to
issue infringement notices for contravening the trade
measurement regulations is not provided for. The
government is acting now to ensure that the anomaly
does not undermine the enforcement capability of
Trade Measurement Victoria, thereby protecting the
integrity of Victoria's trade measurement system.
The bill will ensure that the government's policy
intentions when originally agreeing to the legislation
are beyond legal doubt and that fines enforced under
the regulations can be collected. To remove any
uncertainty, the bill proposes to validate the handful of
infringement notices for breaching the regulations that
have already been issued. This course of action can be
justified on the basis that those persons who have paid
on notices have done so on the basis of their guilt and to
avoid the matter otherwise proceeding to a court where
a conviction could be imposed.
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Third reading

I commend the bill to the house.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) With the concurrence of the government, I propose to
proceed forthwith to debate the bill. The opposition
does not oppose the Trade Measurement
(Administration) (Amendment) Bill 1998. I thank the
minister for the assistance on this issue she has given
both me and the honourable member for Yan Yean in
the other house. We were provided with a briefing
yesterday as a matter of urgency, and on that basis we
do not oppose the bill.
Section 18 of the existing legislation gives power to
serve a notice, but may not provide the power to
enforce the regulations. So far 12 fines have been
issued under the act, most of which have been paid.
Unfortunately the act needs to be retrospective so that
the 12 fmes can be validated. I have said previously that
I have concerns with retrospective legislation and that I
would support that position only in extreme
circumstances.

Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small
Business) - By leave, I move:
That this bill be now read a third time.

I place on record my thanks to the opposition,
especially Mr Nardella and the honourable member for
Yan Yean in another place. I never thought I would be
placing my appreciation for the honourable member for
Yan Yean on the public record! I am grateful for the
expeditious way the opposition has handled the bill.
The government thinks it is important to maintain the
integrity of the trade measurement system. It is
important to business and consumers in Victoria
I also thank: Mr Ashman as chaiIman of my Small
Business Committee for his support and expeditious
handling of a small but important piece of legislation.
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.

The opposition supports the retrospective validation
because all of the people who have incurred the
12 fines under the act have admitted liability, so there is
no change to their status. One of the fines is currently
outstanding, but the person involved is a repeat
offender and did not pay the fine before the period
within which he was able to pay it had elapsed. The
legislation would justifiably validate that position.
On the basis that the bill retains the integrity of the

Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.

PRINTERS AND NEWSPAPERS (REPEAL)
BILL
Second reading

trade measurement system, the opposition does not
oppose it.

Debate resumed from 6 October; motion of
Hon. LOUlSE ASHER (Minister for Small Business).

Hon. G. B. ASHMAN (Koonung) - I thank the
opposition for its support for the bill. While it is a minor
amendment it is nevertheless important, as Mr Nardella
indicated. Twelve infringement notices have been
issued and there is a need to clarify the position in
relation to them. When the original legislation was put
through the intent was that infringement notices have
effect in the legislation. The amendment clarifies the
original intent of the government It is important to
have effective and efficient points and measures
legislation in place. The bill continues the government's
commitment to good legislation, and the government
appreciates the assistance of the opposition in
proceeding promptly with it.

Bon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North)The opposition does not oppose the bill, which repeals
the requirement for printers to supply their names and
addresses to the Registrar -General so that they can be
followed up in case of actions for defamation, libel or
similar offences. These requirements will now become
part of the Wrongs Act, which will provide minimum
requirements for publishers to supply their details as a
way of contacting them if necessary.

Motion agreed to.
Read second time.

When a person has a grievance and wishes to take legal
action it is important that the publisher can be contacted
to take the matter further. The previous act required the
printer to include the name and contact infonnation on
the document, but in many instances the printer is not
the one who writes the contents.
The 1958 legislation, which is now being repealed, is
based on legislation that goes back to 1865. The
original legislation provided the means for appropriate
action to be taken in cases of defamation, libel, or other
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similar offences. A repealed section of the legislation
required printers to give a surety of$600 in case an
action in the courts was successful. The legislation has
overshot its time frame and is now irrelevant.

very desperate. There have also been instances of racist
publications, and that is of concern to me.

The bill raises the issues of defamation and libel in a
modem society, and recognises the technological
changes that are occurring in society. In the past
generation a number of changes have been made to
printing that once would not have been dreamt of, such
as the Internet, electronic publishing, electronic
commerce, satellite communication systems and
desktop publishing as well as laser and ink jet printers,
high-speed fax machines, photocopiers and colour
printers. In the near future we will have photocopiers
that are much faster than they are today. There may be
a further development on the old Gestetner or roneo
machines that will print out material extremely quickly.

Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - The Toorak Times as
well. In many instances it is not possible for the
publisher to be taken to task for something that affects
the reputation, wellbeing and livelihood of, for
example, a candidate for election regardless of his or
her political persuasion. It does not matter what laws
are passed; it will still be impossible to chase it through.
However, at least this bill will make it possible to
amend certain requirements.

The bill also takes into account the fact that computer
software is of a standard that was not dreamt of a few
years ago. A number of software manufacturers such as
Adobe, Corel, Microsoft and Wordperfect through their
desk-top publishing systems enable people to publish
material very quickly and professionally and distribute
it far and wide from the home or office.

It is still necessary for those publishers to be able to be
contacted and chased up in case they defame or libel
people. As I said before, that provision is being
transferred to the Wrongs Act.
These days when international borders are collapsing
because of technological advances all governments
must think about how to deal with change. People in
America, Europe and many other countries now
communicate regularly and instantaneously with each
other without any controls or barriers whatsoever. That
presents a number of challenges for governments in all
states and countries.

It is one of the issues governments need to deal with.
Just as changes in the world economy need to be dealt
with, all governments need to deal with problems in
publishing and communications systems. Certainly
following through on problems with libellous
publishers is an issue that must continue to be dealt
with over time.
Many publications I have come across are defamatory
or libellous. Using techniques they have developed
elsewhere, people discredit their opponents. It usually
occurs in the political arena One of the problems is that
such people do not put their names and addresses on
such publications; they are usually done at the
second-last or the last minute and people are usually

Hon. S. M. Nguyen -

The Toorak Times.

I have concern about minimal requirements. The
government should have legislated in the Wrongs Act
that rather than just their names publisher's names and
addresses be required to be published and some other
description of how people can follow through if they
have problems. However, that is a minor criticism.
Certainly if it transpires that people cannot be traced I
urge the government to revise the legislation.
The arts are excluded from the bill, which is again
appropriate. Many of the matters people find offensive
in the arts in particular are of a personal nature and it is
much more difficult to prescriptively rule out any court
action. It is certainly an appropriate action with regard
to the arts. I can imagine that this may have affected
cartoons. Usually cartoons have signatures and people
can chase them up. However, cartoons and depictions
of that kind can be satirical. Because it would represent
a massive change to say that kind of material was
defamatory or libellous it is appropriate that such
matters remain outside the ambit of this legislation. On
that basis the opposition does not oppose the
legislation.
Hon. C. A. FURLETII (Templestowe) - I am
pleased to speak in favour of the Printers and
Newspapers (Repeal) Bill and I am grateful for the
opposition's bipartisan support. As Mr Nardella said,
the bill repeals an act that dates back to 1864 and,
according to my research, it has changed very little
since.
The Printers and Newspapers Act 1958 repeats the
earlier provision that formal registration of newspaper
printing presses and the names and addresses of printers
and publishers was to be with the Registrar-General's
office. Section 13 requires that information be lodged
with the Registrar-General in the form of an affidavit.
In addition the printer was to record and keep the name
of the person who was commissioning the documents.
The names and addresses of the printer and publisher
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were to be clearly included on all newspapers. The
inquiries I made when preparing my speech revealed
that apart from the registration provisions currently not
being widely observed it appears that the register is out
of date. Another defect in the system is that there is no
obligation to advise the Registrar-General when the
printing press or newspaper is no longer in operation. It
appears that prosecutions for non-compliance with the
newspapers act are rare; there were no prosecutions
from 1990 until 1996 and only one in 1997.
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share prices of some of the newspaper, communication
and media companies. Printing and publishing gives the
masses access to the printed word It is the publisher
rather than the printer who has enormous influence.
We are currently living in a generation where
information technology in the form of electronic
communication and publishing, the Internet and the
other areas of technology and computerisation referred
to by Mr Nardella will project us into the future in ways
we cannot even imagine.

In respect of the formal need for registration of printing

presses and newspapers it appears that fewer than one
search per month is made of newspapers registrations at
the Registrar-General's office. The staffat the office do
not recall anybody ever wishing to search the printing
press register. It therefore appears that apart from
removing impediments and red tape for business the
bill is also consistent with national competition policy.
However, the purpose of identification should not
escape us. Mr Nardella referred to the fact that the
Printers and Newspapers Act includes registration
requirements to enable those who are libelled or
defamed to trace the printer, the publisher and perhaps
the author of the offending material.
Section 20 provides that service of legal process against
any printer, publisher or proprietor can be effected by
service at the place shown in the register for those
people. It had a purpose, which I am pleased to say is
reproduced in the bill.

I recall in my early days as a suburban solicitor when
the golf ball typewriter was introduced, and more
recently the computer, word processing and the
photocopier. They have changed office management
completely. There are in many offices today things
called risographs, which chum out copies at a rate of
160 to 170 pages a minute. Relatively low-cost printing
presses are now in our own offices. The concept of
printing presses and printers has expanded in such a
way that the Printers and Newspapers Act of 1958 is
now totally outmoded. The so-called Moore's law
suggests that the processing capability of computers
will double every 18 months. That will ensure that the
short-term future of publishing is beyond imagination.
The bill effectively does two things: firstly, it repeals
the act thereby removing the need to register
newspapers, printers and publishers but it re-enacts as
part lA of the Wrongs Act provisions requiring
identification that are substantially in the existing
legislation.

Mr Nardella also referred to section 21, which provides

for the lodgment of recognisance or a bond of $600.
My understanding of the section is that it is to be a bond
to ensure payment of a fine for the printing and/or
publishing of any blasphemous or seditious libel which
indicates that the penalties are light. The act has
outlived its usefulness for registration, and the bill goes
a long way towards bringing the more important parts
of the act into the 21st century.
Speaking of the 21st century, I read recently that an
author claimed the invention of the printing press,
attributed to 10hannes Gutenberg in the mid-1400s,
undoubtedly was one of the most dramatic events in
history because it gave enormous power to those who
controlled printing and publishing. There was a
suggestion in a book I read that perhaps the likes of
Martin Luther and Calvin may not have brought about
the religious reformation that took place in those days
had they not been assisted by the power of print. It is
true to say that even today society recognises the
importance and power of the press and publishing. That
is evidenced on the Australian Stock Exchange with the

The bill redefines the words 'document' and 'publish'.
It introduces a requirement for the publisher of a

document - newspapers, advertising materials,
leaflets, and so on - to clearly display on the
document sufficient information to enable a person to
identify the person who published the document.
Mr Nardella expressed concern at the generality of the
phrase. I take the point, and indicate that in proposed
section 13C(2) of the Wrongs Act, which is inserted by
clause 4 of the bill, that requirement is satisfied by the
publisher printing on the document legible characters
identifying his or her name and address, or the business
name and address of the publisher. The purpose of
reproducing that identification provision is so that the
publisher will now assume the onus and responsibility
for material that comes into the public arena. It will also
allow any person who feels maligned, defamed or
libelled to track down the author and the publisher
through that fOIm of identification.
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The provision is appropriate and should be maintained
in the interests of maintaining a sensible and
responsible publishing regime. On that basis I
congratulate the opposition for supporting the bill. I
commend the bill to the house.
Hon. S. M. NGUYEN (Melbourne West) - The
bill is supported by members on both sides of both
houses. The original Printers and Newspapers Act was
based on a statute of 1864, which in turn derived from a
statute of the early 1800s. The role of the legislation
was to regulate printers. All printers had to register with
the Registrar-General and indicate on publications
where material was printed and by whom. The
legislation is archaic because the responsibility for
publications should be with the publisher rather than the
printer. Similarly printers are now working with more
sophisticated equipment and distributing for thousands
of purposes.
The effect of the bill is to repeal the original legislation.
However, it is considered that the requirement of
identification is still important, particularly in
defamation matters, and the bill will bring the
legislation in this area into the 21st century. These days
there is a vast range of media outlets and material can
be published in ways that were not thought of when the
original legislation was passed. The purpose of the
original act was to ensure that any person who printed
or distributed material that could be described as
libellous, blasphemous or seditious could be identified
by requiring the identity and address of the printer and
publisher to be given prominence in the article they had
published, so that if a person was defamed he or she
had somebody to sue. It is no longer relevant to simply
require that a printer's name be published on a
particular publication. Today printers work in a far
more sophisticated environment, use modem
equipment and distribute for a variety of purposes. The
bill therefore amends the Wrongs Act and includes a
requirement for the publisher or relevant printer to be
identified on distributed publications.
In their contributions to the debate on the bill,
honourable members of the Legislative Assembly on
both sides relied on a number of cases that have
resulted in the development of the law of defamation in
this country. If technology continues at its current rate I
am certain that bills such as this will be revised in the
near future. I strongly encourage the government to
seek to ensure that the IT industries meet similar
requirements to those outlined in the bill. The Internet
presents the greatest challenge to laws governing
publication and defamation. It is therefore critical that
the government take a leading role in the development
of defamation laws in this area
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I raise a concern about how the government will
monitor ethnic newspapers. A lot of people I know
have complained about Victorian printers printing in
different languages. Many of them do not comply with
the law and often get away with it because the
community that has been defamed cannot afford to sue
the newspaper. I ask the government how it will
enforce this legislation in ethnic communities.
Hon. P. A. KATSAMBANIS (Monash) - It is
always a pleasure to speak in favour of a bill that
repeals legislation that has long outlived its usefulness.
The Printers and Newspapers Act followed on from
legislation first enacted in the middle of the
18th century, but its origins go back to 17th century
England and a requirement for the registration of all
printing presses and types for printing to protect against
seditious and blasphemous libels. We have come a long
way from the time when the major form of mass
communication was via the printing press. As the other
speakers on the bill have suggested, the printing press
has been superseded by many other forms of devices
that can replicate the written word Today we use
computers, laser and bubble jet printers, photocopiers
and the like to communicate. The requirement to
register printing presses and publishers of newspapers
on a central register has outlived its usefulness.
In 1996-97, 17 new newspapers and 3 new printing
presses were registered on the central register at the
Registrar-General's office - a small :fraction of the
total number of new devices capable of printing and
disseminating material that were purchased or came
into being in that year. Getting rid of anachronistic
legislation is always a good idea. The act has been
superseded by technological developments and it will
be good to get it off the statute book. Now is also a
good time for the government to reduce the production
of unnecessary legislation and to eliminate or update
business licensing requirements that have outlived their
usefulness. In a small but meaningful way the
government is cutting the amount of bureaucratic paper
shuffling.
The bill removes all registration requirements and
inserts in the Wrongs Act identification provisions for
publishers. The identification of publishers is important.
Publishers should take full legal responsibility for the
publication and dissemination of documents they
publish. It is important that anyone who feels aggrieved
by a publication and wants a right of reply is able to
take action for defamation by clearly identifying who
has published a particular document. The new
provisions in the Wrongs Act will enable that to occur
by requiring a publisher of any document to identify
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himself or herself or to identify the corporation
responsible for the publication of the document.
It is clear that new part lA of the Wrongs Act relates

solely to documents in paper form. Increasingly we are
moving away from a reliance on disseminating
information for the purposes of mass communication
solely in written form. Probably the first breaking down
in the supremacy of printing and of the written word
came with the advent of the telephone. Subsequently
there has been the advent of radio and television
communication, but those mediums are still restricted
and controlled. Governments issue radio and television
licences and it is easy to identify who is responsible for
the publication of information via radio or television.
In the past few years there has been a wide expansion
of the use of the Internet, particularly through the
expansion of the World Wide Web. With the advent of
new technologies people are now able to easily and
quickly publish from their homes or places of work, to
disseminate instantaneously information not in a paper
form not only locally or nationally but internationally.
From the moment the material is loaded onto the Web it
becomes available for anybody to see.
Clearly, this bill does not cover the publication of
information on the World Wide Web but focuses on
publications in written form. The issue of electronic
publication should be addressed in the long term. In the
past few months the first defamation prosecution
relating solely to publication on the Internet has been
issued. That case involves a prosecution by the White
House in the United States of America against Matt
Drudge, the publisher and disseminator on the Internet
of what has become an infamous gossip sheet called
The Drodge Report. Mr Drudge is famed for being one
of the first few people to identify a particular scandal
when it occurred in the USA recently.
I focus on the growth of publications on the World
Wide Web. In our role as legislators it is important that
we identify this growing area where information not in
written form can be published and disseminated more
widely than has ever been possible. Previously
somebody who wished to purchase a printed newspaper
or magazine may have been restricted by his or her
physical whereabouts. The World Wide Web provides
communication throughout the world

issue of data protection and the creation of an
environment where electronic commerce and
communication can flourish to enable society to keep
pace with the rest of the world, but at the same time we
must keep the interests of the general public in mind
and protect people from being defamed and having
their reputations unfairly sullied. Many people
throughout the world will closely follow the defamation
proceedings against Matt Drudge and await the
outcome after the action wends its way slowly through
the American legal system.
The bill repeals anachronistic legislation and provides a
framework through part I of the Wrongs Act to identify
the publishers of documents in a paper form, to provide
protection for anybody who feels the need to identify
that publisher, to take legal action and to ask for other
forms of redress ifhe or she feels aggrieved. It leaves
open the burgeoning area of publication of information
on the World Wide Web. There is no easy solution for
the protection of those who feel aggrieved or defamed
on the World Wide Web. We will be watching
developments in America.
I flag that area as an issue to be addressed because it
has the potential to increase knowledge and boundaries
of trade and commerce and interaction with the rest of
the world, but unfortunately it has a converse potential
to create harm for aggrieved people. I hope the issue
will be addressed in time. I commend the bill to the
house and welcome the fact that it has bipartisan
support.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.

Third reading

Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - By
leave, I move:
That this bill be now read a third time.

I thank honourable members who have contributed to
the debate and supported the passage of the bilL
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.

Remaining stages

Other honourable members and I have previously
spoken in the house about the benefits to be derived
from the growth in electronic communications, but the
publication of defamatory information can cause
instability in getting large amounts of information out
to the people. I know the government is addressing the

Passed remaining stages.
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ROAD SAFETY (AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 6 October; motion of
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and Ports).

Hon. PAT POWER (Jika Jika) - The opposition
supports the bill. My brief contribution should not be
taken as a measure ofunimportance placed on the bill
by the opposition. Mutual recognition national
uniformity is increasingly a part of state legislation; this
bill falls into that category.

The main purpose of the bill is to allow for the adoption
in Victoria of national transport road laws that have
been developed in partnership with the National Road
Transport Commission. The goal of the measures is to
uniformly improve the safety of transport which, the
opposition agrees, will lead to reduced administrative
costs. It is important for the general community to
understand that competition grants are paid by the
federal government to states as a result of this kind of
legislation - in this case, national road transport laws.
The opposition certainly welcomes the revenue from
those competition grants being hypothecated into
appropriate infrastructure investment.
The legislation facilitates the adoption of national
uniformity measures as they relate to vehicle
registration, driver licensing, truck driver fatigue - an
important safety issue - and Australian road rules.
One of the minor but not insignificant aspects of the bill
is that it clarifies and improves powers the police may
need when dealing with vehicles that cause
obstructions. At the moment it is not legally possible
for the police to remove a vehicle that may be parked
across and obstructing passage to a private driveway.
The provision is a natural and sensible housekeeping
measure and will allow the Victoria Police to act in
those circumstances. The police will be able to recover
any reasonable costs incurred while exercising that
responsibility.
The Road Safety Act contains strong measures to
ensure that drivers convicted of drink-driving offences
are not re-licensed until appropriate reports are able to
document to the court that they are able to control their
consumption of alcohol. In another sensible strategy,
the legislation corrects the anomaly that occurs as a
consequence of the current provisions of the Road
Safety Act not allowing serious offences such as
manslaughter to be processed in this way. The
opposition supports that provision.
Another aspect of the legislation addresses
disqualifications for non-Victorian drivers. The Road
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Safety Act has the capacity to enable certain offences
that result in a compulsory loss of licence to be dealt
with by the issuing of an infringement notice. Currently
these provisions are worded so that they can be applied
only to those people who hold Victorian licences. A
visiting driver who holds a licence from another state,
territory or even a country, has to be taken to court so
that the disqualification can be processed through the
chain. The opposition supports the uniform approach to
all people driving on Victorian roads, regardless of the
authorising licence they may hold.
Those of us who have experience and knowledge of
country and rural Victoria would certainly support the
changes proposed in the legislation in relation to tractor
permits. Currently the Road Safety Act allows for a
16-year-old to be issued with a tractor permit. These
permits have become less important as the normal
learner permit age has been reduced to 16. Indeed, the
tests for a learner permit and a tractor permit are
identical. Under the legislation the holder of a learner
permit will be able to drive a tractor on the road in the
course of agricultural tasks.
I said at the outset that my contribution would be brief.
However, the road safety issues that are addressed as a
consequence of national uniformity are important for
safety and efficiency reasons. We are confident they
will contribute to less administrative costs and therefore
make the transport sector more viable. They enjoy the
opposition's support.
Hon. B. W. BISHOP (North Western) - My
contribution to the debate on the Road Safety (Further
Amendment) Bill will be brief As Mr Power noted it
is a small bill but it will have an important impact '
across Australia I note and welcome the opposition's
support for the bill.

The bill is both interesting and forward looking. I will
contain my remarks to national uniformity. The bill
puts into place a methodical process to continue to
adopt the national road laws and regulations across
Australia, using the National Road Transport
Commission as a base. It takes a practical and
forward-looking approach. The National Road
Transport Commission is used to bring the states
together to enable the unification of rules and
regulations. Together with Mr Best, I represent an
electorate that runs along the River Murray. Therefore,
we have interstate borders, including South Australia.
There is no doubt that the continued uniformity that the
bill allows will save the confusion we see, particularly
across state borders.
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A few moments ago I was reminiscing with the
Minister for Roads and Ports about the time when there
were different state rules and regulations which made it
difficult for transport and commercial activity between
the states. The bill is important to the isolated regional
areas, particularly in the horticultural areas of Victoria
and those areas that are transport hubs for three or four
states. Mildura is a classic example. Other smaller
towns such as Manangatang are now becoming
transport hubs. There is no doubt that interstate
transport is essential for both commerce and
agricultural production, be it transporting our products
to markets in Sydney, Adelaide, Brisbane or
Melbourne.
I am sure Mr Power would agree that when we debate
this bill and other bills that have led to that uniformity
we are not ignoring the rail-road mix which increases
the efficiency and utilisation of our transport systems
across Australia. More than that, the consistency that it
applies for heavy transport is extremely important.
There is no doubt, as one examines the transport
industry, that the costs of administration will be
reduced substantially. I have no doubt safety aspects
will be increased in transport, but most importantly
costs will be reduced. That is particularly important for
Victoria which is a heavy producer of manufactured
goods. It is also important for the increasing number of
agricultural products grown in Victoria It will put us in
a better position to compete in a global market, which
will be more important to Australia as the years roll on.
Victoria has led the way in encouraging national
uniformity of transport laws and regulations. Over the
past few years heavy vehicle registration charges have
been introduced nationally. I commend the minister for
using these regulations as a base for Victoria's primary
producer registrations. I believe Victoria has the best
record in Australia in relation to its primary producer
registration for heavy vehicles. Our heavy vehicle
standards are now national. I remember the bill before
the Parliament not so long ago concerning the road
transport of dangerous goods. It is important that that
has a national application. We must ensure that load
restraints and mass and loading regulations are
consistent across state borders. Even having uniform
bus driving hours takes the confusion out of the whole
transportation industry.
The bill continues and further adopts national
uniformity and measures relating to aspects of vehicle
registration and driver licensing. Importantly, the bill
adopts national uniformity in relation to the fatigue
management of truck drivers, which is often a topical
issue in the transport industry. The bill also adopts
uniform Australian road rules.
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As these rules and regulations are put into place on a
national level, it is important that there be adequate
public consultation to ensure that the national laws and
regulations fit within Australian states. If they do I am
sure over the years we can even further finetune and
have a more consistent application of rules and
regulations across the country. That will reduce
operational and administrative costs and lift the
transport safety aspect, which is so important given the
long distances we travel in Australia I commend the
bill to the house.
Hon. SUE WILDING (Chelsea) - I shall make
some brief comments about the Road Safety
(Amendment) Bill. As a member of the Road Safety
Committee I attended a conference in Sydney aimed
specifically at driver fatigue, so I am very interested in
the fatigue management proposed for truck drivers.
The Sydney conference received a report on a study
that was undertaken by independent researchers who
had spent some time at truck stops where heavy freight
vehicles pull in for rest breaks. Because the researchers
were independent, the drivers spoke surprisingly openly
and frankly to them. They explained the pressures that
are put on them to reach their destinations within
certain periods of time and said that many times it
means they get very tired. They also admitted - again
quite openly - that often they used drugs to combat
fatigue.
The problem is that because many of the drugs that
keep drivers awake for long periods tend to wear off
extremely quickly and fatigue is increased, the effect of
a drug could suddenly wear off and a driver could
instantly fall asleep at the wheel. My fear is that drivers
who calculate the amount of drugs they will take to get
them to their destinations will sometimes be held up on
the roads for various reasons and fall asleep at the
wheel before they get to their destinations and kill
themselves. They could be members of your families or
mine.
Fatigue is a major contributor to road fatalities. The
Vicroads corporate plan for 1998-2000 states that one
of its main initiatives for road freight efficiency is to
implement the second round of national heavy vehicle
reforms by improving fatigue management for truck
drivers.
The Vicroads annual report for 1996-97 also addresses
driver fatigue. Vicroads is a great supporter of
Operation Coffee Break, of which we are all aware, in
which coffee break stops manned by SES volunteers
are set up at major routes throughout Victoria I
commend those volunteers for the tremendous work
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they do in providing coffee breaks not just for drivers of
heavy vehicles but for all Victorian motorists. Many
times I have seen truck drivers as well as families
taking the opportunity to have a break from driving.
The volunteers do a fantastic job in helping to reduce
Victoria's road fatalities.
The Community Road Safety Council is also working
on 14 different programs including media campaigns
aimed specifically at preventing driver fatigue, and it
also supports the Operation Coffee Break run by the
SES.
The Transport Accident Commission (TAC) also
recognises driver fatigue as a major contributor to road
fatalities. Honourable members may recall the
advertisement in which two young people who have
driven all night in a kombivan suddenly collide with the
side of a truck. It is heart-rending and sickening for us
all, but it can easily happen.
In its 1996-97 report the TAC points out that Victoria
has 1.29 road fatalities per 10 000 vehicles. That is the
lowest fatality rate in Victoria, in Australia, and
probably also in comparable communities in the world.
Victoria is the leader in road safety. It was the first state
to introduce the .05 blood alcohol content limit, random
breath tests and compulsory wearing of seat belts and
motorcycle helmets. Victoria has also introduced the
compulsory wearing of helmets by bicycle riders, and
in this session of Parliament drug impairment tests for
drivers could also be introduced. Watching some of the
films that come out of America in which motorcyclists
can be seen tearing around American cities brings home
to us the fact that Victoria has some good safety
initiatives.
Victorians have been major contributors to the national
uniformity of road laws. We must ensure that the
standards in Victoria are not reduced. As Victorian
motorists are leaders in observing road safety they have
many problems and lack confidence when they drive
interstate because they are unaware of all the road rules
of the other states. The introduction of national road
transport laws is a good start and can only lead to
further safety on not just Victorian roads, but all
Australian roads. I support the bill.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.

Third reading

Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - By leave, I move:
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That this bill be now read a third time.

I thank honourable members for their contributions and
appreciate that the opposition has supported this bill,
which will greatly benefit all road users in Australia in
respect to achieving national uniformity of road laws.
The Victorian government is driving the agenda for
national uniformity. It is good to see that Victoria is the
leading state in Australia with the introduction of
national road rules, and that the opposition supports this
very important bill.
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.

Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.

ROAD SAFETY (DRIVING INSTRUCTORS)
BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 6 October; motion of
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and Ports).

Hon. PAT POWER (Jika Jika) - The opposition
does not oppose the Road Safety (Driving Instructors)
Bill, an important piece of legislation. During the
committee stage I will move two amendments which in
the opposition's view will improve the bill. I will make
some comments about them later.
The bill provides for the establishment of a mandatory
registration scheme to ensure that commercial driving
instructors meet minimum standards of fitness and
competence. Other than a requirement to hold a full
driver's licence, there currently is no restriction on who
can operate as driving instructors in Victoria.
The background to this legislation is that in 1993 the
then Minister for Roads and Ports introduced legislation
which deregulated the driving instructor sector.

Hon. W. R Baxter - Following the mutual
recognition legislation.
Hon. PAT POWER - I was not going to get stuck
into you, Bill, but if you inteIject, I will! That followed
the introduction in 1962 of the licensing of driving
instructors. In 1997 the Minister for Roads and Ports
established a driving instructor consultative committee
to report on the consequences of deregulation and
provide some advice on what ought to occur in the
future. The consultative committee recommended that a
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compulsory registration scheme be introduced as a
mechanism for administering standards. Included in
those standards were requirements for satisfactory
driving and criminal history checks, similar to those
required for taxidrivers, which is to be applauded;
completion of an approved training course or
satisfactory demonstration of required competencies,
and that also is to be applauded; possession of a full
drivers licence and having at least three years' driving
experience; appropriate eyesight standards and, as has
worked successfully in the taxi sector, display of
approved photo identification in the vehicle during
instruction.
The driving instructor consultative committee consulted
broadly. Some of the driving schools that made either
presentations or submissions to the committee included
the L & D Driving School, Frankston; the A Grade
National Body for Motor Schools, Whittlesea; the
Guardian Driving School, North Dandenong; the
Action Driving School, East Doncaster; the Boronia
Roads Driving School; the Laurel Driving School,
Berwick; the Camelot Driving School, North Essendon;
the Moonee Ponds Driving School; the Champion
Driving School, Ferntree Gully; DECA, SheppartonMr Baxter and Mrs Powell know of its outstanding
work over many years; the CARE Traffic School,
Essendon; Dragon City Driver Training, Bendigo; the
Metropolitan Traffic Centre, Kilsyth; Highway Driver
Education, Greensborough; the Road Runner Driving
School, Frankston; Golden Square Driver Education,
Bendigo; the Maroondah Driving School; the RACV,
which has a very strong and positive interest in the area
and to which I will make reference later; Update Driver
Education, Vermont; the Driver Training Academies,
Ballarat; North Eastern Driver Trainers, Seymour; the
Judge Driving School; the Australian Driver Trainers
Association, which is a representative organisation; and
Damar Driver Education, Frankston. A range of
individuals also made presentations or lodged
submissions.
The committee presented draft recommendations to the
minister on matters including the need for basic
standards for driving instructors and the adoption of
criteria for criminal record checks similar to those that
apply to taxidrivers. The committee is to be
commended for specifying that it ought to include
checks on matters such as sexual offences, drug
trafficking, alcohol use and driving offences. In terms
of safety people convicted of those types of offences
are inappropriate people to be driving instructors. The
consultative committee recommended that an approved
training course should be mandatory for all driving
instructors and that compulsory registration of driving
instructors should be reintroduced.
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After the decision taken in 1993 the Transport
(Amendment) Bill (No.2), according to the opposition,
deregulated the system, notwithstanding the comments
made by Mr Baxter that this was consistent with mutual
recognition. The government put in place a
wide-ranging consultative committee under the
leadership ofMr Jim Webber, who we all acknowledge
is highly competent at these kinds of tasks. In
November 1993 in this place the Transport
(Amendment) Bill was debated, and that deregulated
motor driving instructors and tow-truck drivers. As
reported in Hansard the Honourable Burwyn Davidson,
a former member representing Chelsea Province,
indicated the opposition's concern about deregulation.
I also cite an issue raised on the adjournment debate on
26 April 1995 by the Honourable David Henshaw, a
well respected former representative of Geelong
Province, who indicated in an inquiry to the then
minister that since the deregulation there was no
process available that would lead to the disqualification
of an instructor found guilty of a serious offence.
Mr Henshaw referred to a young female constituent
who had been indecently assaulted by an instructor. The
record shows that the response from the minister
indicated that he was concerned about this kind of
behaviour and stated that if the driving instructor had
been convicted word would have passed around quickly
and that person would have had difficulty in attracting
customers to his school. The opposition agrees that that
was a reasonable attitude for the then minister to take,
but the case was one of a basket of examples that came
before opposition members that convinced us even
more strongly that regulation was needed and a
structure needed to be put in place to prevent such a
person from becoming a driving instructor. If
difficulties such as those described by Mr Henshaw
occurred, the person's authority would be very quickly
brought to a haIt.
At the committee stage on behalf of the opposition I
shall move two amendments. I compliment the
government and the Minister for Roads and Ports on
the zero blood alcohol level amendment. When my
colleague the honourable member for Thomastown in
another place spoke on the legislation in the Assembly
and expressed concern about a zero blood alcohol level,
the minister readily agreed that while the bill was
between that place and this house the government
would be prepared to cooperate in the drafting of
amendments that would tighten and secure this
loophole. Many people have made representations on
the zero blood alcohol issue for driving instructors. It
was an important issue and the opposition applauds the
government and the minister for agreeing to it. While I
as the opposition spokesperson shall formally move the
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amendment at the committee stage, it is important that
the record show that this is an amendment moved in
partnership and agreement.
One of the items of correspondence to which I refer is
from the RACY. As people would know, the RACV
was concerned about the whole issue. In April this year
when it was anticipated that the legislation might have
been debated in the autumn session the RACV wrote to
me saying it viewed the main omission as the issue of
the required blood alcohol content of authorised driving
instructors. At present no legislation requires anyone
supervisor to be under .05, let alone have a zero blood
alcohol content. There is also no requirement that
anyone supervising a learner is required to submit to a
breath test.
The RACV acknowledged that the consultative
committee had recommended that a zero blood alcohol
content be included in the code of practice for driving
instructors but it felt that it ought to be mandated
through legislation. I therefore place on public record
that the RACV has expressed appreciation that both
sides of this house have agreed there ought to be an
amendment. In a letter dated 26 October the RACV
states:
We have no objection to the proposed amendment and
congratulate the opposition on seeking such an amendment
which the RACV supports.

I also wanted to refer to some correspondence to which
the minister may be able to respond in his comments. It
is from the Came lot Driving School in North Essendon
under the signature of Frank Camiller. It is a copy of
correspondence he forwarded to the director of the
Victorian Taxi Directorate. It is dated 20 September.
Mr Cam iller refers to section 33(2)(b) of the Road
Safety Driving Instructors Act. He states:
This section states that an applicant is required to 'pass a
training course approved by the secretary or otherwise
demonstrate to the secretary's satisfaction that he or she is
competent to hold an authority'.

The correspondence goes on to say:
The course approved for the requirement for the registration
of a driving instructor at present is Certificate III in Road
Transport (Motor Vehicle Driving Instruction). Any applicant
wishing to apply for any exemption from any part of the
course may do so by applying for recognition of prior
learning (RPL).
The applicant would be required to demonstrate each
competency for which RPL is applied.

Mr Camiller drew the attention of the director to
matters he saw as being of concern. They are:
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The urgent need to ensure that institutes -

the training providers ... are in fact using the required criteria for granting RPL
for-

competencies. Mr Camiller argues the facts that some
institutes are granting recognition of prior learning for a
number of sections - road law understanding, safe and
efficient car driving, motor vehicle instruction method,
planning driver training programs, delivering group
driver training, assessing learner drivers and evaluating
and reporting driver training without, he argues,
properly auditing the applicants' competencies as
required by legislation.
Additionally, MrCamiller says institutes are granting
RPL to applicants who may have stated they completed
the required modules with a private provider without
there being a genuine audit of the level of those
competencies required by the private provider.
Mr Camiller also refers to the haste of several
instructors seeking total recognition of prior learning
before this legislation is proclaimed in case they may be
required by law to demonstrate those required
competencies. Mr Camiller concludes by referring to
what he views as the harmful effects these actions are
having on driving instructors who are continually trying
to raise the standards for teaching safer drivers rather
than teaching novice drivers how to pass tests.
I have commented on the opposition's concern in 1993
about deregulation. I accept the inteIjection from
Mr Baxter that in his view it was driven by mutual
recognition. The opposition argued then and still does
that the sector does require regulating, and the
opposition welcomes the bill. During the committee
stage I shall make contributions on the two
amendments to which I referred which the opposition
believes will strengthen the legislation.
Hon. G. B. ASHMAN (Koonung) - It is pleasing
to see that the bill continues bipartisan support for road
safety in Victoria During my time in this chamber I do
not recall the house dividing on a road safety bill. There
has always been across-the-chamber support for road
safety legislation. Therefore it is pleasing to note
Mr Power's contribution and the opposition's
continuing support for the legislation.
The bill sets standards of fitness and competence for
driving instructors. It has come about after a very wide
consultative process was undertaken with the driving
school industry and a significant number of people who
have been users of driving schools over the years. The
Driving Instructors Consultative Committee comprised
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a wide range of interests from Victoria Police, RACV,
Vicroads, the Australian Driver Trainers Association,
the Accredited Driver Trainers Association, the
Department of Infrastructure and small suburban and
country driving schools. Interestingly, advanced driver
training groups also participated.
A consultative committee comprising a wide range of
people made recommendations which have widespread
community support and were accepted by government.
The legislation will achieve a set of minimum standards
for the industry, which was deregulated in 1993 in
response to the national mutual recognition legislation.
The industry sought to maintain standards, but the bill
not only entrenches those standards but enhances their
development. The industry is important because most
of us at some stage are taught to drive. Those of us who
have held licences for a significant period were possibly
taught by parents and, in many cases, received minimal
instruction by professional instructors.
Today's road system is more complex than it was 30 to
35 years ago. The standards of instruction need to be
raised so that students receive professional training.
Driving is a life skill that must be learnt; as a driver one
never ceases to learn. The day one gains a drivers
licence is the day one starts to learn to drive. Situations
encountered on the road are rarely encountered in
training. In many cases learners are protected from the
unforeseen events that occur every day to most of us on
the roads. Introducing an accredited training program
for driving instructors will ensure that more of those
unforeseen circumstances are covered in the general
training of student drivers. It is important for student
drivers to experience different conditions. It is well and
good to receive training with an instructor on a fine day
and on a relatively quiet road, but the moment a driver
becomes licensed he or she must cope with rain, badly
lit roads and varying road conditions. Students should
encounter those conditions as part of the training
program.

the business of a driving instructor training school.
Cleanliness and roadworthiness of vehicles should be
addressed, as should smoking in vehicles, which is
covered in the bill. The use of mobile phones and
laptop computers may not be a major issue but
increasingly instructors are taking mobile calls while
they are training students. That is distracting to young
students. It is even more distracting when instructors
use laptops to enter their next appointments! Students
are entitled to have the full and undivided attention of
their instructors during lessons. Standards for
advertising and procedures will be put in place to deal
with driving instructors. All of that, in conjunction with
the accredited training courses for driving instructors,
will lift the standard of the industry and of driver
instruction.

Mr Power proposes to move an amendment about zero
blood alcohol. Commonsense indicates that a zero
blood alcohol level for driving instructors should be in
place. It was to be included in the code of conduct for
the industry, but, as I understand it, the minister is
prepared to accept the amendment and include it in the
legislation. It will be welcomed because it is a
commonsense and practical move. It supports the
bipartisan position that we all have on road safety. The
bill provides standards and a level of security in the
system for instructor qualifications. I commend it to the
house.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Ordered to be committed next day.
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It is important to ensure that young people are taking
instruction and that instructors are fit and proper
persons accredited for training. More importantly,
driving instructors will undergo certain checks similar
to those that apply when granting taxidriver licences.
People with criminal histories will be weeded out
Accreditation applies to driver licence training and does
not extend to advanced driver training courses or
instructors who provide off-road driver training. In
almost every instance that instruction is provided to a
fully licensed driver and in a group environment.
The proposed industry code of practice will cover
issues such as customer service and the management of

Read first time on motion of Hon. M. A. BIRRELL
(Minister for Industry, Science and Technology).

ADJOURNMENT
Hon. R I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - I
move:
That the Council, at its rising, adjOtDTl until Tuesday,
20 October.

Motion agreed to.
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Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - I
move:
That the house do now adjourn.

Coliban Water: fluoridation
Hon. C. J. HOGG (Melbourne North) - I raise a
matter for the attention of the Minister for Health
concerning the community's choice about whether the
water supply in central Victoria should be fluoridated.
The minister will of course be aware that many people
have strong views for or against fluoridation. Indeed,
the minister himself, on behalf of the government, has
accepted the view that it is a matter oflocal choice. I
think the minister stated clearly that there has to be
substantial community support for the introduction of
fluoridation.
However, the government, through its water authority,
Coliban Water, has now ordered that the water be
fluoridated without an assessment of public support for
the measure. There appears to be substantial opposition,
and a community petition containing 7000 names has
been collected against fluoridation. In light of the
opposition to the measure I ask the minister whether he
intends to assert the government's policy in the matter
of central Victorian water.

Bendigo: radiotherapy services
Hon. R. A. BEST (North Western) - I also raise an
issue for the Minister for Health. I remind the minister
of the representations made by the board of the Bendigo
Health Care Service, its chairman Mr Ted Spicer, the
CEO, Cathy Bums, and local members of Parliament
regarding radiotherapy in the Bendigo area. I
specifically refer to a report of 26 September published
in the Bendigo Advertiser that announced a major
radiotherapy trial service to be set up in Bendigo to
expand cancer treatment in the region. Premier Jeff
Kennett announced the new service yesterday in his
guise as agent for the Minister for Health. I seek
information on the process for the establishment of the
unit in Bendigo, what model will apply and the likely
time frame.

Road safety: left-band-drive vehicles
Hon. PAT POWER (Jika Jika) - I seek the
assistance of the Minister for Roads and Ports in
relation to correspondence I have received from a
resident of St Albans. The person wrote to me after
having discovered that left-band-drive vehicles more
than 30 years old are now capable of being fully
registered without restrictions. The constituent has
expressed to me her concern about the road safety
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issues associated with the matter. She argues that this
move would allow 'a 30-year-old Mustang or Corvette
left-hand-driver' to be registered without restrictions.
She makes the point that if such a vehicle drew up
behind a slow-moving truck on a highway it would be
difficult to establish whether there were any oncoming
traffic. She points out that a left-hand-drive vehicle
would have to go completely to the right-hand side of
the road in order for the driver to see oncoming traffic. I
have discussed this matter briefly with the minister and
he has agreed to make a response. I appreciate his
attention. Will the minister also comment on the safety
issues raised in the correspondence?

Rail: Patterson station
Hon. J. W. G. ROSS (Higinbotham)- I raise for
the attention of the Minister for Roads and Ports,
representing the Minister for Transport in another place,
a matter concerning Patterson railway station in my
electorate and commuter parking congestion around the
Moorabbin and Bentleigh stations. Honourable
members may be interested to know that most of the
railway stations in my electorate on the Frankston
line - Ormond, Bentleigh, Moorabbin, Highett,
Cheltenham and Mordialloc - were established when
the line was opened on 19 December 1881. McKinnon
was opened just four years later in 1884. The stations
were established well over 100 years ago. On the other
hand, Patterson station is relatively new. It opened on
25 May 1961, less than 40 years ago. The history has
implications for the way stations are spaced along the
line. Patterson is the first station on the line in zone 2
and a full-fare weekly commuter faces a cost
differential of$12.80 between the zone 1 and zone 2
fares. This provides an economic incentive for
pedestrians and park-and-ride commuters to use
Bentleigh station.
On 30 October this year Bentleigh was upgraded to
premium status, shortly after Moorabbin's upgrading
on 17 June. The two stations now comprise the fourth
and fifth premium stations established in my electorate
over the past three and a half years. Although my
electorate is well served by Bayside Trains Corporation
the quality and cost of the service provided at Bentleigh
is having an impact on local parking. Bentleigh station
has 130 parking spaces provided for rail travellers,
Patterson has 52 and Moorabbin has 60. I have received
representations from traders and local residents that if
Patterson station were absorbed into zone 1 there would
be a rational redistribution of car parking.
I have inspected the respective areas during the peak
periods and I found the commuter parking areas at the
Patterson station almost vacant compared to Bentleigh,
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where parked cars often overflow into the street and
extend halfway to McKinnon. I realise the difficulty of
moving stations into neighbouring fare zones.
However, given the history of Patterson as a relatively
new station, the problems being experienced by rail and
shop customers and local traders and the lack of
precedent because of the station's special history, I
would be grateful if the minister could raise the matter
with his colleague in another place.

RACV: repairer status
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) - I
raise a matter for the attention of the Minister for Small
Business. It involves Kerry Panels and other small
panel repair shops and some heavy-handed and
outrageous treatment by the Royal Automobile Club of
Victoria The RACV has effectively black-banned
Kerry Panels and a number of other smaller panel shops
from doing repairs for it because the panel shops had an
indirect connection with protests at the manner in
which the RACV has set up its large repair centres.
There are concerns by the small repair shops that there
has been a fall in the number of surviving small repair
shops. Jobs and livelihoods have been lost due to the
RACV's taking work away from those small repairers,
making sure they do not get work. In addition, in many
instances the RACV has performed substandard work,
which affects consumers.
The RACV refuses to provide work to the smaller panel
repair shops because of the legitimate concerns raised
by these smaller operators. As a large organisation the
RACV has historically provided work to hundreds of
panel repair shops and the situation is now drastically
affecting these small businesses.
Will the minister investigate the role of the RACV in
black-banning and suspending the government supply
of work to small panel shop businesses? I hope the
RACV stops its discrimination.

Croft Health Care
Hon. M. M. GOULD (Doutta Galla) - I direct to
the attention of the Minister for Aged Care a matter
which probably needs to be directed to whoever in the
new federal government assumes responsibility for the
operation of nursing homes. I refer to the operations of
Croft Health Care Pty Ltd. A memorandum from
Graeme Croft to ShirIey Reed, dated 2 May 1998,
states:
We need to trim about $260 a week from food costs.
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That would reduce the daily cost of expenditure to
$3.43 per resident, the equivalent of two Goodo meat
loafper day or one Big Mac meal deal.
The memo further suggests that savings could be
achieved by replacing casual labour with trainees and
reducing time allocated for therapy to 6.5 or 7 hours.
I ask the minister to have his federal colleague address
the situation at the nursing home at Bairnsdale to ensure
that residents are receiving adequate and nutritious food
and proper therapy and that they are being cared for by
appropriately trained staff.

Workcover: Traralgon office
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS (Jika Jika) - I
direct my concern to the attention of the Minister for
Finance, who is responsible for Workcover. I refer the
minister to his statement to the house yesterday that the
resources at the Traralgon office of the Victorian
Workcover Authority had been increased to
compensate for the closure of the VWA Sale office.
I have acquired and compared the internal telephone
lists of the VWA of20 March 1998 and 7 October 1998
and have discovered that on 20 March, 13 staff
members were listed on the directory as working in
Traralgon, one of whom is listed as coming from the
Sale office; I think that person was David Considine,
who later left the authority. The current telephone list
shows 11 staff operating from the Bairnsdale office. Of
the 13 staff members as at 20 March, 3 were involved
in administration, 9 were inspectors or field staff and
1 was an investigator. In other words, the office had
10 field staff and 3 administrative staff
The 7 October listing shows 3 administrative staff and
only 8 field staff - that is, a decrease in staffing at the
Traralgon office of I inspector and 1 accident
investigator. I have checked the names and I will
happily make the lists available to the minister. The
names on the lists are identical except for the ones
missing on the latest list. The name of one new staff
member has been included. According to the list,
during that period the Traralgon office acquired
one administrative officer, whose name is on the list
but lost two field staff. The administrative officer who
arrived was to replace an administrative officer who
had left.
On what basis did the minister make the statement that
the staffmg at the Traralgon office had increased? Will
the minister provide the house with documentation or
information on which he bases that assessment?
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Responses
Bon. R. I. KNO\VLES (Minister for Health) Mrs Hogg queried with me the community's response
to a proposal for Coliban Water to fluoridate the
Bendigo water supply. As Mrs Hogg will be aware, the
overwhelming evidence is that fluoridation significantly
reduces the incidence of dental decay. In Melbourne,
which has had fluoridated water for 23 years, there is
practically no dental decay among small children,
whereas in rural communities that do not have
fluoridated water dental decay is a major health issue.
The evidence is irrefutable and overwhelming that
fluoridated water supplies significantly reduce dental
decay.
The government's position is that fluoridated water
issues are the responsibility of local authorities. I
understand Coliban Water consulted with the
community for about 18 months before it decided to
fluoridate its water supply. However, it is unfortunate
that any decision about fluoridated water always
generates a great deal of hysteria and misinfolIDation
through scare campaigns. One must put claims about
numbers into their correct perspective. Some of the
claims made about the consequences of fluoridated
water, if true, would be of concern to most people. The
truth is that on every occasion an inquiry has been held
into the issue the health outcomes perspective has
always been the same - that is, fluoride is safe and
effective in reducing dental decay.
I acknowledge the work Coliban Water has done to
address the issue through a consultative process that led
to its reaching its decision. I look forward to reading the
comments on the issue from the newly elected federal
member for Bendigo, because any person who aspires
to be a leader in the community should focus on how
we can effectively reduce the level of dental decay and
disease as a major health risk.
Mr Best raised with me the issue of radiotherapy
services in Bendigo. That issue has been of concern to
the government for some time. At present only about
42 per cent of cancer patients receive radiotherapy as
part of their treatment. The experts say that between
50 and 55 per cent of cancer patients would benefit if
radiotherapy were part of their treatment program.

One significant reason for that lower level of coverage
is clearly access. A difficulty with the policy is that
since the late 1980s and early 1990s at state and federal
levels the establishment of radiotherapy services have
been supported only where two machines were
installed That was motivated by a desire to maintain
both clinical standards as well as backup.
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Bon. T. C. Tbeopbanous - Not motivated by a
desire to keep costs down.
Bon. R. I. KNO\VLES - No. One machine costs
the same as - Bon. T. C. Tbeophanous - Two.
Hon. R. I. KNO\VLES - No, not in that sense.
Two machines are double the cost of one machine. It is
not a matter of cost. Actually the policy was changed
under the former Labor government when two
machines were required to be installed, but you have
probably forgotten. That meant that radiotherapy
services would never be established in areas outside
Melbourne, Geelong and Albury-Wodonga. Last year I
commissioned ACIL Consultants, supported by a
steering committee chaired by Professor Gordon
Clunie, to report on ways of providing and extending
high quality radiotherapy services to the people of rural
Victoria A model was developed that suggested single
machines that could be auspiced by a major provider.
That report was released in May. The proposal has been
submitted to the commonwealth because the cost of
radiotherapy services is covered by the federal
government. Outpatients costs for treatment are covered
by Medicare, whereas public inpatients' costs are borne
by the state.
As a result of working with the federal Minister for
Health and Family Services, Dr Wooldridge, we have

agreement in principle for the establishment of
radiotherapy services not only in Bendigo but also
Ballarat and the Latrobe Valley. It is envisaged the
costs will be shared between the two levels of
government because it will only work ifboth public and
private patients can be treated, both inpatients and
non-admitted patients. Now that the federal coalition
has been returned to government I am confident that
over the next couple of years the arrangements we have
put in place will see radiotherapy services established at
Ballarat, Bendigo and the Latrobe Valley. I know it is a
popular and welcome decision because the lack of
access to radiotherapy services has clearly
disadvantaged many people. The establishment of the
three new centres will give us a much more
comprehensive service. I acknowledge the lobbying
efforts of government members in each of the three
areas for their success in bringing a significant service
development to areas that previously have not had
access to such services.
The Deputy Leader of the Opposition raised a matter
regarding funding changes that are occurring at a
nursing home at Baimsdale and she requested that I
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refer it to my commonwealth counterpart. I will convey
that information as soon as he or she is appointed.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance)Mr Theophanous raised with me issues relating to the
operation of the Sale and Traralgon regional offices of
the Victorian Workcover Authority. I shall take his
inquiry on notice and respond to him directly.
Hon. G. R. CRAlGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - Mr Power raised with me the registration of
older left-hand-drive vehicles after an inquiry to him
about the safety of what he called the old Mustang,
Chewie Corvette or Cadillac driving on the roads and
the ramifications of the changes that have just been
made. Previously, left-hand-drive vehicles that were
built before 1969 and not modified could be issued with
what we call a club permit They could either operate
under that club permit system or be converted to a
right-hand drive. The club permit system provided for
restricted registration, which meant those vehicles
could only be driven to a club event. You could not hop
into them and drive them to the shops or travel along
the magnificent Great Ocean Road or along our great
freeway network. The vehicles could be driven only to
a club organised event.
The club permit system is a structured process. The
clubs issue the club permit plates so that many of the
older vehicles can be on the road. Most honourable
members would know the amount of time and effort
that these dedicated people put into the restoration of
old vehicles. A significant representation was made to
us by many motoring groups and organisations, more
importantly by the organisations that run the club
permit system. After we spoke to the motoring clubs
and private motoring enthusiasts about their aims, we
sought evidence about the safety issue because it is
often raised. We sought information from the insurance
companies, the clubs that operate the club permit
system and the clubs to which owners of such vehicles
sometimes belong, the police, Vicroads and local
councils. We were looking at whether there was a
safety issue.
The evidence is quite clear. The vehicles are not at any
risk and do not impose any risk to others. Their use is
usually well controlled by their owners because the
vehicles are very precious commodities. The owners do
not tend to go out and drive these vehicles every day of
the week. It is usually only in the summer months and
on roads where there is less likelihood of encountering
streams of semitrailers and where other drivers have
difficulty passing. The evidence was that
left-hand-drive vehicle drivers are not exposed to any
great risk. In fact they tend to be more cautious. I
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illustrate that by asking how many honourable
members have been to Europe and driven a
left-hand-drive vehicle. They would certainly have
noticed how confusing it is but also how much more
careful they are.
Any left-hand-drive vehicle that is over 30 years of age
and less than 4.5 tonnes in weight can now be fully
registered and remain a left-hand-drive vehicle. I
noticed that the writer of the letter indicated the vehicle
would be fully registered without any restrictions. That
is not true because if a vehicle is fully registered it has
to meet all the roadworthy conditions that are placed on
it It cannot be unroadworthy. The only thing that is
different is it will be a left-hand-drive vehicle. It has to
meet all the roadworthy conditions that are currently
imposed on any other vehicle that is driven on the road,
so there is no greater risk in respect of the vehicle and
its safety.
The National Road Transport Commission is making
this a recommendation with respect to national laws,
and other states already have the provision in place. I
heard in a debate earlier today that Mr Power supports
the introduction of national uniformity. This is another
way we are in front of national uniform laws with
respect to left-hand-drive vehicles.
I conclude by assuring everybody, particularly the
public and enthusiasts, that this is all about getting a
commonsense approach to an important issue. Many
people are involved with left-hand-drive vehicles,
especially people who are dedicated to collecting old
vehicles as memorabilia Probably no-one in this
chamber will remember the Mustangs as I remember
them because other members are too young, but I look
forward to seeing the Mustangs of days gone by remain
as left-hand-drive vehicles.
Hon. D. A. N ardeUa inteIjected.
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - You are right there, Don. It
is something we should hold on to and regard as
precious. I assure Mr Power that we will keep our eye
on the issue. We recognise that people who are
dedicated to restoring and maintaining older cars are in
the main responsible people, most of whom have
previously belonged to or currently belong to motoring
clubs and will encourage the responsible use of those
vehicles on the road network.
Dr Ross raised for the attention of the Minister for
Transport in the other place the Patterson railway
station. Where zones start and finish has long been a
burning issue. People who live near stations outside just
a zone are disadvantaged because it is cheaper to travel
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in the other zone, and they feel the boundary should be
moved to include their station. Dr Ross demonstrated
how over many years much of our rail network has
been replaced and that there have been changes in
demo graphics around railway stations. He said - quite
rightly - that it may be time to look at some of the
issues. Having looked at the history of the rail network
and clearly shown that changes have occurred the
honourable member has requested that consideration be
given to rezoning Patterson railway station.
The honourable member also raised the important issue
of limited parking spaces at the Bentleigh railway
station, which is a premium station. The introduction of
premium stations is an initiative of the government to
upgrade the rail network, of which it is very proud. I
will raise both issues with my colleague the Minister
for Public Transport in another place.

Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small
Business) - Mr Nardella raised with me an issue
concerning Keny Panels. I am not aware of the
business ofKeny Panels, but in broad terms I am aware
of the issue to which he is referring, which is a current
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debate between a number of panel operators and
insurance companies who have approved repairer status
in which those who are not part of the approved
repairer status agree that they are not. I generally take
the view that it is not my role as Minister for Small
Business to tell insurance companies what to do, and I
have no power to instruct the RACY.
However, Mr Nardella raised something that goes
much further than that. He said the RACV was
black-banning - they were his words - small
business and that it was a wholesale anti-small business
operation. On the basis of that allegation I will ask my
department to look at the approved repairer scheme for
anything systemic in relation to small business. I again
make the point that I would not wish to tell the RACV
how to conduct its business, but if the allegations are
correct and the scheme has a systemic bias against
small business, I will have my department look at the
issue in greater detail.
Motion agreed to.
House adjourned 6.15 p.m. until Tuesday, 20 October.
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Tuesday, 20 October 1998
The PRESIDENT (Hon. B. A. Chamberlain) took the
chair at 2.33 p.m. and read the prayer.

CONDOLENCES
Theodore Sidiropouios, Esq.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS (Jika Jika) (By
leave) - I wish to say a few words about the untimely
death ofTheo Sidiropoulos, the former honourable
member for Richmond. Theo Sidiropoulos was a
genuine trailblazer, a man who prepared the path for so
many others who followed. He did so because of his
commitment to social equality, a better deal for
workers, a diverse multicultural society and to the idea
that, irrespective ofpeople's background or religious
beliefs, they could take their places at the highest level
in this country.
I knew Theo for almost 20 years, during which time he
remained consistent in his views and in what he
believed, something I have always respected. I
remember that 16 years ago he was at my sister's
wedding, but unfortunately she too recently tragically
passed away.
Theo was the first Greek-born Labor member of
Parliament and may have been the first from a
non-English-speaking migrant background In that
sense he was a pathfmder for many of us who were also
born overseas and came from non -English-speaking
backgrounds. For that he will always be remembered.
In attendance at his funeral last week were former
Prime Minister Gough Whitlam, former Premiers John
Cain and Joan Kirner, Barry Jones, Al Grassby and a
host of other people who had known him for a long
period and who respected what he had achieved.
Theo Sidiropoulos entered the Victorian Parliament as
the member for Richmond at a by-election in 1977
following the resignation of Clyde Holding. Theo was
the member for Richmond for 11 years until
August 1988. He was retiring when I was elected.
During his time in Parliament he was Government
Whip and a member of the University of Melbourne
council, the Public Works Committee, the Public
Bodies Review Committee and a government
representative on the Melbourne!Thessaloniki Sister
City Committee. He had a broad range of interests.
Theo was born on 24 July 1924 and educated in
Katerini, Greece. He was involved with the Greek
Resistance between 1942 and 1945. After a term as the
municipal registrar in the City ofKaterini between
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1949 and 1954, he migrated to Australia in 1954. He
then returned to Greece to collect his future wife, Popi,
and returned to Australia They were married in 1956
and later had two children, Anthie and Harry.
Like many other migrants at that time Theo came to
Australia and worked in a factory. He worked at
General-Motors Holden. My father, who came to
Australia at about the same time, worked at the
Standard Motor Company, which no longer exists.
Theo also worked as a tram conductor and then as a
small businessman. He had broad experience.
Because he came from an essentially working -class
background, worked in a factory and was a migrant
who on arrival could not speak English, I pay tribute to
his becoming the first migrant member of Parliament.
That is an achievement we should all recognise and one
that I salute.
Theo Sidiropoulos joined the Labor Party in 1957
shortly after his arrival in Australia and was always an
active party member. He was a Collingwood city
councillor from 1968-78, including a term as mayor
around the time of his election to Parliament I believe
Theo, in full mayoral regalia, was one of many in the
Labor Party who tried to stop the construction of the
Eastern Freeway. His involvement with the ALP also
extended to membership of the immigration and ethnic
affairs and the industrial affairs policy committees, and
he was a member of the government task force on'
bilingual education.
Theo Sidiropoulos was active within the Greek
community and spent time on the Melbourne and
Victoria committee of that community. On behalf of the
Greek community he pursued with a considerable
passion a number of issues including the introduction of
bilingual education into Victorian state schools.
Another of his great passions was for the community to
recognise trade and professional qualifications of
migrants - a matter which has been taken up by
successive governments and addressed, to a point
Theo supported and was active on radio 3ZZZ; not long
ago he interviewed me in Greek on that station. He
maintained an interest in politics even after he left
Parliament. His whole life was a tribute to Australia's
postwar migrant program, to multiculturalism and to
the way a country can be enriched when it opens its
doors to what were then ordinary people migrating
from other countries who had only one aim: to discover
a country where they could find justice for themselves
and their children.
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For his contribution to the Victorian Parliament and to
the community, the opposition recognises the
achievement ofTheo Sidiropoulos. Today I say
farewell to a Labor member of great courage and
commitment. On behalf of the Labor Party opposition I
extend my condolences to Theo's wife, Popi, and their
children, Anthie and Harry.
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) (By leave) - This debate
represents an unusual action by the house, although it is
common for it to recognise the passing of current
members of either chamber, former ministers or former
members ofthis chamber. This debate, by leave, is
appropriate given that Mr Sidiropoulos was a member
of Parliament alongside many of us. Therefore, he is a
contemporary of many current members.
He was a Labor Party member of the Legislative
Assembly from 1977 to 1988 and had been active in
local government affairs in the then City of
Collingwood He was a mayor of that city, as was, I
think, one other member of this chamber. Theo was
highly regarded across all sides of Parliament. As a
Greek-born Australian citizen and as a clear advocate
for his community in public life and within Parliament
he was well respected. It is fair to say he was a
pacesetter in the many issues he raised in a manner that
is now perhaps not regarded as exceptional but was so
regarded in the mid-1970s.
To his SUIViving family I extend my condolences on
behalf of the government and government members.
Hon. W. R. BAXTER (North Eastern) (By
leave) - I remember Theo Sidiropoulos well with
respect and high regard for the reasons outlined by the
Leader of the Opposition. I served with Theo on the
former Public Works Committee from 1979 to 1982. I
enjoyed his contribution to that committee's activities
and especially his company and that of his delightful
wife, Popi, on committee inspections, particularly to the
Ord River and far north Queensland.
My then wife and I formed such a friendship with Theo
and Popi that they kindly and generously invited us to
the wedding of their daughter at the Greek church in
Victoria Parade, East Melbourne. I remember that as a
gala event in the full Greek tradition; it was a grand
occasion. Other honourable members were also present
on that day.
Theo Sidiropoulos was a trailblazer. It is appropriate to
make particular note of the fact that he established a
path that others are now following and through which
they are enriching our society. I am happy to associate
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the National Party with the comments of the house and,
in particular on my own part, to pass on our
condolences to Popi and her family.
Hon. C. J. HOGG (Melbourne North) (By leave)I first met Theo Sidiropoulos in 1968. He was a friend
for 30 years, although in the past few years we probably
lost touch as many people do when their paths do not
interconnect quite so much. Basically, Theo
Sidiropoulos was a terrific bloke. All the political
tributes we pay do not really get close to touching the
essential niceness, decency and good humour that was
Theo's or the smile and radiance that lit up his face or
the singing that many members of this house would
have heard at the annual Christmas party. He had a
terrific voice and very much enjoyed singing partisan
Greek songs and perhaps some Australian songs that he
learned along the way.
I remember Theo most keenly because of the
experiences we had at local government level when we
forged the type of friendship that is necessary if you are
to be true friends. I remember him, with Cr Petersen,
standing in full mayoral robes in protest on the Eastern
Freeway. I remember the effort he made to make
certain the community health centre, then known as
Dr Singleton'S, became the Collingwood community
health centre; and the effort he put into making sure the
library - a poor, sad establishment - became the
Carringbush library, now a good library shared by the
citizens of Richmond and Collingwood.
I remember the effort Theo put into the Collingwood
education centre. He adored that place where his kids
went to school. After the old Collingwood High School
was burnt down in that awful rash of fires that
destroyed many secondary and primary inner suburban
schools, the government of the day was persuaded to
try to do something really new, different and special
with the Collingwood site. The Collingwood education
centre was the first school of its kind in Victoria to
incorporate a primary and a secondary school as well as
a community education function into the one site. Much
of the activism that powered that decision was Theo' s.
The centre was readily enjoyed by members of the
community and council, and was eventually blessed by
the government of the day.
Theo Sidiropoulos was a great enthusiast for local
government - what it could do and what services it
should provide. He was the first councillor in the then
City of Collingwood to try to provide services for the
Greek elderly. With the small mayoral allowance he
received, he and Popi provided the first services in the
form of cups, saucers and teaspoons for that group.
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As a local member of Parliament he was proud to
represent a slightly wider community than
Collingwood. Through all that time and during the
preceding years he was attentively and lovingly assisted
by Popi. As Mr Baxter said, she and Theo made a most
generous and hospitable couple. You could not find
people who were more inclined to open their house and
hearts for community events.
I did not realise until perhaps three or four years ago
that as a young man Theo had been part of heroic
events, I think it is fair to say, in Greece in the final
years of, and for a couple of years after, the Second
World War.
As a young man Theo participated in political and
community events that today's young people could
barely imagine. Since the time Theo sat in Parliament
as a member of the Collingwood community I have
often thought about his past which was full of heroic
deeds and which was vastly different from that of most
honourable members.
Theo Sidiropoulos was a terrific bloke, as all speakers
have said, and I am delighted to add my very heartfelt
condolences to Popi, Anthie and Harry. I was shocked
by Theo's death. He was so lively that to me he seemed
indestructible. Indeed, people were really amazed when
on the day of the last federal election he did not turn up
to hand out how-to-vote cards. It was only then that
someone got on the telephone and found that he was
sick in hospital and, indeed, did not come out of
hospital. Theo will be remembered by members on this
side of the house and in the wider community with
much affection.

Hon. B. T. PULLEN (Melbourne) (By leave)Like Mrs Hogg, I knew Theo Sidiropoulos for about
30 years. I met him under circumstances where we
were both concerned about what was happening in
Fitzroy and Collingwood. We could not understand the
destruction of houses and the pushing out of people,
often migrants, who were spending a lot of their time
fixing up little houses in the city. Theo, like me, could
not understand why these houses that were being
repaired by people who were attempting to raise
families in them, were being demolished to create large
structures in the sky. I did not know much about
planning at that stage and I do not think Theo did either,
but our intuition was that it was hopelessly wrong.
As I got to know Theo during the various meetings that
occurred at the local level I discovered that he had a
great interest in education and had worked on the local
school council. In one of those ironies oflife we spent
some time defending local schools against
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overcrowding and seeking to get rid of portable
classrooms because of the significant increase in the
popUlation, yet during a later period while both serving
as members of Parliament we again were defending
those schools against closure by our own government
because of the reducing population and the reduction in
student numbers at those schools.
As Mrs Hogg has said, it was his honesty and ability to
grasp issues quickly and clearly that I found most
attractive in Theo Sidiropoulos. In some ways I was
slow to understand issues and would examine them
carefully. After I had examined the issue and generally
before I had a chance to say something, Theo would
say, 'We will do this', and he was invariably right.

I had many happy and cooperative conversations with
him discussing projects. Theo SeIVed in local
government for some 10 years and was a distinguished
mayor. Like many people he got involved in disputes
about the freeway because it was seen as a significant
intrusion into our neighbourhood. Like the colourful
Fitzroy mayor, Billy Petersen, he was doing things with
people and showing that he was prepared to put his
body on the line over issues he thought were important.
Too often in Australia we tend to think of people in
terms of their occupations. Theo Sidiropoulos was a
small businessman and I thought it was unusual and a
contradiction to find a small businessman who was so
left wing and radical- someone who had a different
milieu of thought. It is more a European situation, but it
opened my eyes and made me realise that we should
see people in terms of what they think and do rather
than put labels on them.
Theo was extremely generous to me. He introduced me
to many people in the Greek community and took me
around to meet people in clubs, teaching me to play
backgammon, which he played with gusto and
enormous speed. Not for Theo and his fiiends the
softness of the backgammon sets that had felt backing
on them. They played it vigorously, excitingly and their
style was to think quickly and to act.
Theo Sidiropoulos made an enormous contribution to
the area in which I live. He inspired a number of people
and in my mind he typified an important value in
politicians: to think in terms of issues and not to get
involved in personalities. It was clear by the fiiendships
and links he made on all sides of politics that he could
distinguish between disagreeing with someone about an
issue he held dearly while recognising that the person
was a human being and that he could still have a proper
relationship with him or her.

ROYAL ASSENT
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Theo Sidiropoulos will be sorely missed by people in
the Labor Party and the Greek community, as was
shown by the enormous attendance at his funeral
service. I sincerely join in the condolences to his wife
Popi, Anthie and her partner Michael, and son Harry.

ROYAL ASSENT

HEALTH SERVICES (FURTHER
AMENDMENT) BILL
Introduction and first reading
Received from Assembly.
Read first time on motion of Hon. R. I. KNOWLES
(Minister for Health).

Message read advising royal assent on 13 October to:
Local Government (Amendment) Act
Physiotherapists Registration Act
Printers and Newspapers (Repeal) Act
Road Safety (Amendment) Act
Trade Measurement (Administration) (Amendment)
Act

PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Introduction andfirst reading
Received from Assembly.
Read first time on motion of Hon. R. M. HALLAM
(Minister for Finance).

PETROLEUM BILL
Introduction and first reading
Received from Assembly.
Read first time on motion of Hon. G. R. CRAIGE
(Minister for Roads and Ports).

CONSUMER CREDIT (FINANCE
BROKERS) BILL
Introduction andfirst reading
Received from Assembly.
Read first time on motion of Hon. LOUISE ASHER
(Minister for Small Business).

LEGAL PRACTICE (AMENDMENT) BILL
Introduction andfirst reading
Received from Assembly.
Read first time on motion of Hon. LOUISE ASHER
(Minister for Small Business).

LAND (FURTHER REVOCATION OF
RESERVATIONS) BILL
Introduction andfirst reading
Received from Assembly.
Read first time on motion of Hon. M. A. BIRRELL
(Minister for Industry, Science and Technology).

CONSERVATION, FORESTS AND LANDS
(MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS) BILL
Introduction andfirst reading
Received from Assembly.
Read first time on motion of Hon. M. A. BIRRELL
(Minister for Industry, Science and Technology).

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Workcover: Shell refinery
Boo. T. C. THEOPHANOUS (Jika Jika) - I refer
the minister responsible for Workcover to the closure of
parts of the Shell refinery due to safety concerns. Will
the minister confirm that that is a belated response to
safety concerns about the plant dating back to 1995 that
have been raised by the Country Fire Authority and the
union? Will he further confirm that those concerns
came to a head last week when a safety representative
discovered that hydrocarbons had leaked into
firefighting pipes designed to carry water, thus creating
a situation of extreme danger?
Hoo. R. M. BALLAM (Minister for Finance) - I
certainly do not accept the honourable member's
description of this as a belated response. I can report to
him and to the house that the issue confronting the
Victorian Workcover Authority relating to the oil
refinery at Corio near Geelong is a result of an
inspection undertaken on 27 JUly, followed by a further
inspection on 25 August and subsequent inspections on
15, 16 and 30 September. It is a good illustration of the
system at work.
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As it happens, part of the refinery has been closed down
because of concerns regarding the alternative fire
protection that is required under the notice issued by the
Victorian Workcover Authority. I simply make the
point that no matter how much the honourable member
might try to denigrate the role of the authority, the
result that has emerged at Shell is a good illustration of
the system at work.

Mental health: services
HoD. J. W. G. ROSS (Higinbotham) - Will the
Minister for Health advise the house of the
government's commitment to the reform and expansion
of Victoria's mental health services?
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) Dr Ross' s question is pertinent given that this is Mental
Health Week, which I had the privilege of launching
yesterday morning at Parliament House. Those
responsible have organised a huge range of activities
right throughout Victoria The week is designed to draw
the attention of the community to the importance of
promoting good mental health and developing a system
that provides an appropriate response to the one in five
Victorians who will develop a mental illness at some
stage during their lives.
Mental health services have been a high priority for the
government, and over the past six years the resources
available for mental health services have increased by
something like 50 per cent. Not only has the
government significantly increased available resources,
but it has significantly reformed the system to ensure
that it is much more community based. Now more than
half those resources are used in providing
community-based mental health services.

In the past year the government has given priority to
particular areas of mental health. There has been a
significant expansion of psychiatric disability support
services, and over the past six years there has been a
200 per cent increase in the resources made available to
those services. The government has allocated
$2 million for the employment of ethnic mental health
consultants in every region to ensure that the service is
able to respond to the needs of Victorians from
non-English-speaking backgrounds. Finally, in the past
year the government has had a particular focus on
developing mental health services for Kooris, a group
of Victorians who have previously been poorly served
by the mental health service system.
We can celebrate those significant achievements.
Victoria continues to be recognised, not only in
Australia but also internationally, as a leader in
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reforming mental health services. The new government
in Britain recently sent a delegation to Victoria to study
our reforms to the system. On its return to England the
delegation announced that it intended to implement in
Britain many of the reforms that have already been
introduced in Victoria
Although not underestimating the continuing
challenges that we face to ensure the ongoing
development of appropriate mental health services, we
can take some pride in the changes that have been made
and the benefits that have flowed from them. As I said
yesterday, and I am happy to repeat it today, I trust that
all those who have been involved in developing the
multitude of activities throughout Victoria in the
coming week will enjoy the success to which they are
entitled. I also trust that the celebration of Mental
Health Week will help to develop an appropriate
community attitude, destigmatising mental illness and
allowing it to be recognised as a mainstream health
issue, and that with appropriate support those who
suffer mental illness will continue to make significant
contributions to our community and lead fulfilling lives.
It is an area of priority for the government, and it will
remain so into the future.

Workcover: Shell refinery
HoD. T. C. THEOPHANOUS (Jika Jika) - I refer
the Minister for Finance to his answer to the previous
question, in which he sought to justify the Victorian
Workcover Authority's safety inspection record at
Shell. I ask him to confirm that the last occasion on
which the Victorian Workcover Authority carried out a
safety audit of the Shell refinery at Geelong was in
1995, and only after the CF A had raised serious
concerns? Will the minister further confIrm that 75 per
cent of the safety issues raised in the 1995 report have
still not been complied with and that no action has been
taken by the VWA?

Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) Here is another attempt by the honourable member to
denigrate the role and performance of the Victorian
Workcover Authority. It strikes me as a bit strange,
Mr President - Hon. T. C. Theophanous - We are concerned
about safety! We care about people dying! When was
the last safety audit?
Hon. R M. HALLAM - If the honourable
member were concerned about workplace safety, he
would not be so ready to denigrate and criticise the
people responsible for it in the workplace.
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Hon. T. C. Theophanous - If they did their jobs, I
wouldn't be!
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Now the honourable
member casts aspersions on all health and safety
officers across the entire state. That is effectively what
he is doing.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - Under your
management.
The PRESIDENT - Order! The house will settle
down and allow the minister to answer the question.
We will then move on to the next question.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - How can the honourable
member justify his position when in this place he is
prepared to name people and criticise their
performances and roles when all they have been guilty
of is doing their jobs and when he is prepared to protect
members of the same union who are coming to him
with unsubstantiated allegations?
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - They happen to be
inspectors. They are concerned.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - On the basis of
unsubstantiated allegations, unnamed and unidentified
officers are prepared to denigrate the role and
performance of fellow union members. Are other
members of the opposition prepared to support that
stance and that strategy?
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Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I t would not have taken
you too much trouble to find out, Mr Theophanous you would know if you had bothered to read any of the
available data - that we have reduced the incidence of
traumatic injury in the workplace.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - On dodgy figures!
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I am prepared to stand by
them. I want this on the record: I am prepared to stand
by my figures if the honourable member is prepared to
stand by his accusations and name the people he is now
relying on. Name names!
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - On a point of order,
Mr President, the question I asked the minister had to
do-Honourable members interjecting.

The PRESIDENT - Order! If you are
commenting on the nature of the question, that is not a
point of order. As the honourable member knows, the
rules about questions and answers are clear. They have
been spelt out by the Chair - by me and my
predecessors - for the past 15 years.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - He is under an
obligation to answer the question.
The PRESIDENT - Order! He is under an
obligation to give an answer that is responsive to the
question.

Honourable members interjecting.

The PRESIDENT - Order! The house cannot
proceed unless Hansard can hear the minister's answer.
The house will settle down and allow the minister to
complete his answer.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - These attacks are
scurrilous.
Hon. D. T. Walpole - Answer the question!
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I would like to know,
Mr Walpole, whether you support the strategy
undertaken by your so-called leader and whether you
are prepared to put on the record that it is appropriate to
slander safety officers on the say -so of unnamed
officers, given that the overall charter of the Victorian
Workcover Authority is workplace safety, which is
meant to be in the interests of the people you say you
represent? I will give you the good news again.

Hon. T. C. Theophanous - Ibat is right. It was
not responsive to the question.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Mr President, I am
happy to be judged on the data I have used in the
chamber. In return, I ask the honourable member to
justify the accusations he has put about in the
marketplace. I want some answers: I want to know, for
instance, whether the honourable member has taken his
accusations to the police. Has he talked to the police?
He has made accusations all over the countryside, but
has he mentioned any of his accusations to the coroner?
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - Are you talking about
Shell?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I expect to see the
honourable member's advice go to the coronial inquiry.
Let's see how good the honourable member is!
Hon. D. A. Nardella - This is Shell at Corio!

Hon. T. C. Theophanous - At least I took the
trouble to find out when the last safety audit was
conducted!

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - You want to talk about
health and safety? Let me talk about - -
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Honourable members interjecting.

The PRESIDENT - Order! Things are getting out
of hand. The minister has made his point, and the house
will move on to the next question.

Yarra pedestrian bridge
Hon. I. J. COVER (Geelong) - Will the Minister
for Industry, Science and Technology advise the house
of recent steps taken to further enhance Melbourne's
reputation as the convention and exhibition capital of
Australia?
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - I thank the honourable
member for his question. I was very pleased to be with
the Premier last week at the official opening of the new
pedestrian bridge across the Yarra River that links the
Melbourne Convention Centre with the Melbourne
Exhibition Centre. The physical connecting of the two
precincts was an historic moment. The work
commenced in late 1992 with our construction of the
Melbourne Exhibition Centre, followed by the purchase
of the then World Congress Centre from the foreign
banks that owned it under a funny financing deal
created by our predecessors. As the owner of the
Congress Centre, renamed the Melbourne Convention
Centre, and as the creator of the Melbourne Exhibition
Centre, the government was in a position to physically
link the two by a pedestrian bridge across the Yarra
River. The 370-tonne covered walkway between the
two landmark properties will further enhance
Melbourne's status as a convention and exhibition
market.
The two centres cater for the tens of thousands of local
and international visitors who each week attend trade
shows, public exhibitions, conferences, meetings and
dinners. The $10.5 million pedestrian bridge project has
also created a new entrance to the Melbourne
Convention Centre. The bridge will be put to
immediate use, with two large conventions, Interact and
Sapphire 98, about to be held
The bridge project included the construction of the
long-overdue new entrance to the convention centre.
For the first time the public will have unimpeded and
architecturally sound access to the convention centre,
rather than having to walk unceremoniously up the
back driveway into the large building. The new Spencer
Street entrance will enhance public access at street level
with a new stairway and escalators.
Since the government came to power, the old used car
lot, the cement batching factory and the closed rail yard
on the south bank of the Yarra have been turned into a
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casino and an exhibition centre. Visitor numbers have
risen from several thousand to around 15 million a year.
The amount of pedestrian traffic in the area has
therefore grown tremendously, so good pedestrian
access to the buildings has become essential. The new
bridge, which is an architectural feature in itself,
provides protection from the wind and rain. I hope
those honourable members who have not yet seen it
will go down there and enjoy it.
I am delighted to be able to also advise the footbridge
was built by Geelong Fabrications at Geelong, before
being transported in sections up the highway to
Melbourne. It was a pleasure to visit Geelong
Fabrications. It has provided the engineering structures
for the roof of the Melbourne Park National Tennis
Centre as well as structures for Parliament House in
Canberra. The company has a worldwide reputation
and it has done an outstanding job with a very
demanding steel-based structure for this bridge.
I also congratulate John Holland Constructions and
Heritage Glass and, most importantly, Melbourne
architect Peter Elliott, who has done a very good job in
blending together the architecturally superb and
national award-winning Melbourne Exhibition Centre
with the architecturally indifferent and unusual World
Congress Centre. Blending the two has created quite a
statement on the river and I commend them for it.
VVorkcover:~udgraveofifice

BOIL M. M. GOULD (Doutta Galla) - I refer the
Minister responsible for W orkcover to an internal
memo from the head of the Victorian Workcover
Authority's eastern division, John Hickey, to staff dated
18 October, which states that the authority:
closed Mulgrave office early on Friday (16/10/98) and
searched for material which may have been overlooked-

and thatthe search was overseen by Arthur Andersen, VW A's
auditors.

Will the minister confirm whether the Esso Longford
master file pertaining to the dangerous goods licence
renewal was found in that search?
BOIL R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) - I
am flattered that Miss Gould would expect me to have
that sort of data.
Bon. T. C. Theophanous - We do not expect you
to have anything because you never answer a question.
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Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Then why do you keep
asking them? As I expect Miss Gould would anticipate,
I shall take the question on notice and report in due
course.
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pleased to announce that the project will commence
early next year and will be completed - with the
roadworks, noise attenuation, landscaping and
additional tree planting - by December 1999.

West Gate Freeway: noise controls

Workcover:~ulgraveo~ce

Hon. W. R. BAXTER (North Eastern) - I desire to
ask the Minister for Roads and Ports a question
regarding noise attenuation on freeways and in passing
I note that the sound baniers on the Eastern Freeway
extension have won international acclaim. My question
then goes to the widening and enhancement proposed
for the West Gate Freeway. Will the minister advise the
house what noise attenuation measures will be included
in that project?

Bon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS (Jika Jika) - I refer
the Minister responsible for Workcover to the internal
memo dated 18 October from John Hickey, which
states that the VWA management had closed the
Mulgrave office early last Friday in order to allow
Arthur Andersen, consultants, to conduct a search for
material which may have been overlooked in earlier
searches. Were those searches conducted because the
VWA did not know what documents it possessed, or
was it because the VWA does not trust its own
management to comply with the coroner's request?

Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - I thank Mr Baxter for his question and his
recognition of the government's role in improving noise
attenuation methods on Victoria's freeway network.
Earlier this year the government announced the
allocation of $13 million from Better Roads Victoriaa most successful program introduced in 1993 by this
government, but which the Leader of the Opposition
calls a silly tax that he wants to abolish, and we must
continue to ensure the public understands that is the
ALP's roads policy - designated for work on the West
Gate Freeway. It will improve the freeway by adding an
extra lane on both caniageways of the freeway between
the Western Ring Road and the West Gate Bridge.

I am pleased to inform the house today that as part of
the measures for improving that freeway the
government will allocate $2.5 million for additional
noise fencing for the length of that route - that is,
$2.5 million for noise attenuation, particularly as it
relates to residential areas and properties along the
freeway. All areas adjacent to residential properties
along the freeway will be treated with new timber noise
fences, and in some places there will be a 5-metre high
continuous noise wall, which was not originally put
there. Timber fencing will provide equally effective
noise reduction to concrete walls at a lower cost and
will match the existing fencing. Those walls have
certainly been seen to effectively reduce noise along
freeways. After much dialogue with the community in
the area the government has considered providing
residents with some real noise relief along that section
of the freeway, and that is why it has allocated this
amount of money for the project.

Some other measures proposed for that extended part of
the freeway include significant landscaping along the
improved area and the planting of additional trees and
shrubs on the outer verges of both caniageways. I am

Bon. R. M. BALLAM (Minister for Finance) - I
shall take that question on notice as well, but by way of
preamble I suspect the rationale was nowhere near that
postulated by the two honourable members opposite.

Tourism: Australian awards
Bon. R. H. BOWDEN (South Eastern) - Will the
Minister for Tourism advise the house of Victoria's
success at last Friday's Australian Tourism Awards?
Bon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Tourism) - I
thank Mr Bowden for his question and his interest in
Victorian tourism. As he indicated, the Australian
Tourism Awards were held in Brisbane last Friday
night and for three years in a row Victoria has scooped
the pool with the most awards of any state. There are
seven category winners I wish to congratulate and
direct to the attention of the house. Given the number of
Victorians in the chamber, I am sure we are all very
pleased that the AFL final series won the major
festivals and special events award, and against some
very stiff competition - the Sydney Gay and Lesbian
Mardi Gras.
Honourable members interjecting.

Bon. LOUISE ASHER - The award for general
tourism services was won by Melbourne Airport, which
I know is of great interest to the Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology. The award for tourism
retailing was won by the Healesville Sanctuary. The
tour and transport operators (significant) award was
won by Melbourne River Cruises. I direct particular
attention to this because one of the things the
government is trying to do is to open up the Yarra
River. This business has been operating successfully on
the Yarra for some time and has won a national award
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The award for tourism wineries was won by the Red
Hill Estate winery, against very vigorous competition
including a whole range of South Australian wineries.
The award for unique accommodation was won by
Riviera Nautic. That is a very small business in regional
Victoria which has done particularly well in recent
times.
Of course, everyone is proud that for the third year in a
row Victoria was the best performing state in the
Australian Tourism Awards. However, there is a deeper
meaning - that is, that our tourism product and
infrastructure has been developing well in recent times.
I formally congratulate all the winners.

Gas: Longford explosion
Hon. PAT POWER (Jika Jika) - I refer the
Minister for Small Business to comments made by the
Victorian Employers Chamber of Commerce and
Industry when it indicated that in its opinion the terms
of reference for the Longford royal commission were
too narrow. Given that Victoria's peak body for small
business has indicated its lack of confidence in the
terms of reference for the royal commission, has the
minister made any representations to the Premier to
have the matter corrected?
Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small
Business) - I am delighted to make a number of points
on the issue. First, VECCI is a peak body that covers
both small and large businesses. VECCI certainly has a
small business committee - a member ofVECCI sits
on my small business round table - but it may be a
little perturbed to be regarded as solely a small business
peak association. It covers the full gamut. I also advise
Mr Power of the way government works, as he is not in
government. The terms of reference were, of course,
put through the cabinet of which I am a member. I am
delighted the terms of reference are so broad.

Workcover: annual awards
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN (Geelong) - Can the
minister responsible for Workcover inform the house of
the highlights of the recent annual Workcover awards
night?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) - I
thank the honourable member for his question and the
opportunity he provides me to report on an important
occurrence in the Workcover calendar. I have
previously reported that those who are concerned about
workplace safety see this as an important initiative,
given that the Health and Safety Week is actively
supported by both employers and employee
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organisations as well as now being seen to be of
significant importance across the general community.
On 7 October I was pleased to attend the annual
Workcover awards ceremony at the Melbourne
function centre and particularly pleased to recognise
those who had reaped the rewards ofworkplace safety
under the headings of 'excellence' and 'innovation'. It
was a night when we put aside political differences and
legislative changes became something of just passing
interest.
There were nearly 200 entries to be judged. The
organisations that entered the 1998 awards did so
because they knew the objectives were good for the
workplace, good for the work force, and also in the best
interests of the community. I had the chance to
congratulate all who had been involved on their
preparedness to have a go. I am delighted to reinforce
that message of congratulation.
It is significant that the overall winner was again Ford
Australia I acknowledge that it is appropriate that the
question should come from Mr Hartigan, given his long
and successful association with the great Australian
company. Ford Australia was recognised for the
development of a process safety review that examined
the safety of component design and plant assembly
procedures and facilities. Like Mr Hartigan I am proud
of Ford Australia, particularly with respect to
workplace safety because not only has the company
shown great initiative within its own plant, but this real
success story has allowed us to use the Ford experience
as a spur for others to do better in the same field. I
unashamedly use the example of Ford Australia to goad
improved performance across the commercial sector.

Denso Manufacturing and the late Noni Holmes
received the inaugural Eric Mayer Award for
outstanding achievement in health and safety. Noni
Holmes leaves an extraordinary legacy of easy-to-read
booklets for workers giving practical advice on dealing
with workplace hazards. It was a significant award.
Other categories of winners included Ford for best
health and safety reporting. The best solution or
approach to identified health and safety issues went to
Forklift Safety Services. I would love to have the time
to go through the basis of that award because it was
extraordinary. Best health and safety promotion went to
the Transport Industry Safety Group, which comprises
the TWU, Vicroads, the VRTA, Victoria Police, the
Bus Association of Victoria and Workcover. That is
what Health and Safety Week and working safely is
generally all about. This was real cooperation. Finally,
Janet Coghill won the student award. It is important that
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the people who were successful on this occasion be
recognised by the house for their efforts. I am proud to
recognise not just the winners but everyone who was
involved. The award movement recognises a great
contribution to workplace safety. In a sense all those
involved were winners.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Answers
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - By
leave, I move:
That so much of the standing orders as require answers to
questions on notice to be delivered verbally in the house be
suspended for the sitting of the Council this day and that the
answers be incorporated in Hansard.

The question numbers are: 30, l33, 905, 906, 933,
1273, 1275, 1276, 1277 and 1278.

Laid on table.
Ordered to be printed.

NATIONAL ROAD TRANSPORT
COM1\flSSION
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and Ports)
presented report for 1997-98.
Laid on table.

SCRUTINY OF ACTS AND REGULATIONS
COM1\flTTEE

Alert Digest No. 7.
Hon. P. A. KATSAMBANIS (Monash) presented Alert
Digest No. 7 of 1998, together with appendix.
Laid on table.

Motion agreed to.

Ordered to be printed.

The PRESIDENT - Order! I inform the house that
I have been advised that questions on notice nos 1589
to 1621 inclusive, of which notice was received on
7 October and which appear for the first time on
today's notice paper, have already been asked during
this session and answers were given on 6 October. I
therefore direct that they be removed from the notice
paper.

PETITION

Sydenham Road footbridge
Hon. M. M. GOULD (Doutta Galla) presented a petition
from certain citizens of Victoria praying that a footbridge
be erected over Sydenham Road and the railway line in a
position adjacent to McNicoU Way, Sydenbam.
(61 signatures)

PAPERS
Laid on table by Acting Clerk:
Crown Land (Reserves) Act 1978 - Order in Council of
9 October 1998 giving approval to granting of a lease at
Kings Domain Parldands.
Environment Protection Act 1970 - Order in Council of
6 October 1998 declaring the Industrial Waste Management
Policy - National Pollutant Inventory.
Forests (Victree Forests Agreement) Act 1989- Victree
Forests Agreement Termination Deed, I September 1998,
pursuant to section 6 of the Act

Local Government Act 1989 - Order in Council of
13 October 1998 suspending Nillwnbik Shire Councillors and
appointing an Administrator to the Council.
Multicultural Commission - Report, 1997-98.

Laid on table.

BUDGET OUTCOME STATEMENT
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) presented
1997-98 budget outcome statement.
Laid on table.

Parliamentary Committees Act 1968 - Minister's response
to recommendations in Environment and Natural Resources
Committee's Report upon Weeds in Victoria
Planning and Environment Act 1987 - Notices of approval
of the following amendments to planning Schemes:
Ballarat Planning Scheme - Amendment L42.
Boroondara Planning Scheme - Amendment L35.
Brimbank Planning Scheme - Amendment U.

NILLUMBIK SmRE COUNCIL
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) presented
commissioner's report of inquiry, August 1998.

Doncaster and Templestowe Planning SchemeAmendment Ll29.
Flinders Planning Scheme - Amendment 141.
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Geelong - Greater Geelong Planning SchemeAmendmentRLI21.

Hon. PAT POWER (Jika Jika) 1.

I move:

Clause 3, page 5, after line II insert-

Hume Planning Scheme - Amendment L38.
Kingston Planning Scheme -

Amendment LAO.

Moonee Valley Planning Scheme Amendment L34.
MOIwell Planning Scheme -

Amendment L64.

Ripon Planning Scheme - Amendment L 17.
Stonnington Planning Scheme Amendment L29.
Victoria Planning Provisions -

Amendment VC4.

'( 17) Despite anything to the contra!)' in this section, the
Secretary must, if the applicant is a former authority
holder who is the holder of a full driver licence, grant a
driving instructor authority if the Secretary is satisfied
that the applicant is qualified to hold such an authority
and, on such an application, the Secretary may, before
granting the authority, require the applicant to do
anything referred to in sub-section (2).
(18) In sub-section (17), "former authority holder"
means a person who immediately before 19 December
1993 was the holder of a motor driving instructor
licence granted under section 33 as in force at any time
before that date. ' .

Werribee Planning Scheme- Amendment Ll32.
Yarra Planning Scheme L81.

Amendments L 70 and

Yarra Ranges Planning SchemeAmendment L91.
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1986 - Code of
Practice for the Welfare of Horses Competing at Bush Race
Meetings, 13 October 1998.
Rural Finance Act 1988 - Treasurer's directive of
7 September 1998 to Rural Finance Corporation.
Rural Finance Corporation -

Report, 1997-98.

South East Water Limited- Report, 1997-98.
Statutory Rules under the following Acts ofParliarnent:
Debits Tax Act 1990-No. 123.

In support of the amendment I will continue the
comments made during the second-reading debate. In
its wisdom, and as Mr Baxter indicated as an aside at
the time, based on its view about mutual recognition,
the government in 1993 deregulated the driving
instructor sector which affected many driving
instructors. The opposition, obseIVers, driving
instructors and those concerned with road safety issues
said they believed the decision would be
counterproductive. I said during the second-reading
debate that the opposition acknowledged that as a
consequence of realising its error of judgment the
current minister established a consultative committee to
report on what should occur about re-regulation. The
decision to re-regulate driving instructors, as was the
case in the decision to re-regulate the tow-truck
industry, is a decision the opposition supports.

Financiallnstitutions Duty Act 1982 - No. 124.
Marine Act 1988-No. 122.
Subordinate Legislation Act 1994 - Ministers' exemption
certificates under section 9(6) in respect of Statutory Rules
Nos. 122 to 124/1998.
Urban Land Corporation - Report, 1997-98.
Victorian Funds Management Corporation 98.

Report, 1997-

Young Farmers' Finance Council- Report, 1997-98.

ROAD SAFETY (DRIVING INSTRUCTORS)
BILL
Committed.

Committee
Clauses 1 and 2 agreed to.
Clause 3

The amendment concerns basic fairness. In 1993 those
driving instructors who held appropriate authorities and
licences had them withdrawn for no other reason than
the government deregulated the sector. A decision to
re-regulate is an acknowledgment that it was a mistake
at the outset. Consistent with that there should be a
preparedness by the government to say that those
driving instructors who were appropriately authorised
and licensed at the point of deregulation should,
following re-regulation, have those licences or
authorities returned.
It is important to understand that driving instructors
took no action which brought about their licences or
authorities being withdrawn, or action that could
justifiably bring into question the licences or authorities
they held at the time. That was stolen from them by the
government's decision to deregulate. The opposition
congratulates and supports the government in
recognising its error and that re-regulation is essential.
It is beholden on the government to demonstrate its
bona fides by returning the licences or authorities to
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those driving instructors who held such at the point of
deregulation.

application and content; it generally sets a higher
standard than was previously required by Vicroads.

This is not a matter of driving instructors not being
prepared to address the sensible call for further training,
nor is it an attempt by them to avoid all of the desirable
probity checks about criminal records or to challenge
any of the reasonable intent in the decision to
re-regulate; this is a question of fairness and justice.
The government should agree to the amendment to
demonstrate that those driving instructors who were
unauthorised simply on the basis of deregulation should
have their licences or authorities returned to them.

I have a concern about something other than the
training of driving instructors. The amendment would
allow the Secretary or directorate to grant exemptions,
including one relating to checks for fit and proper
persons to become driving instructors. Mr Power and I
share the view that driving instructors, taxidrivers, bus
drivers and so on should fully satisfy the fit-and-proper
person criteria No-one should be able to grant
exemptions. The government does not disagree with the
opposition on that aspect.

Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - Although Mr Power has argued that the
driving instructors' training qualifications were taken
away from them in 1993 as a result of deregulation the
government rejects the amendment for legitimate
reasons.

A great deal of work has been done in consulting on
this measure not only within the driving instructor
industry organisations but also with many individuals.
The certificate 3 course stipulates that everyone must
complete the course and that those with prior learning
that can be recognised under the course will be
adequately covered. The mainstream industty fully
supports the legislation. The government opposes the
amendment.

We need to look to the future and not worry about what
happened in the past. Since 1993 the government has
tried to restore the public's confidence in the service its
members receive from driving instructors. The new
registration scheme is based on a need for training that
will give the public the assurance that under the new
regime, authorised driving instructors will have at least
a basic level of up-to-date relevant knowledge and
skills for driving today, not yesterday or earlier. We
cannot assume that in 1993 driving instructors obtained
such skills. I know Mr Power would support the
government putting in place a system to provide that
confidence not only to the public but to the industty.
It is also important to note that about 800 driving
instructors have already voluntarily undertaken and
benefited from the certificate 3 driver training course
because those 800, many of whom were previously
registered under the pre-1993 system, now have an
up-to-date knowledge of all the road rules and are able
to teach Victorians how to drive.

The certificate 3 provisions allow for a recognition of
prior learning. Previously licensed instructors and
others with relevant skills and experience can
demonstrate their competence and, if appropriate, can
receive exemptions from particular certificate 3
provisions. The certificate 3 provisions allow driving
instructors who were licensed under the old system
before December 1993 the opportunity to demonstrate
their skills and experience.
It is also important for the public to understand that the
certificate 3 course is more comprehensive in its

Hon. PAT POWER (Jika Jika) - I acknowledge
the minister's comments and appreciate the way he has
explained the government's position. I understand the
government is unable to support the amendment.
However, I wish to comment further on it.
I have received many telephone calls and much
correspondence about the subject of my amendment
and I attended a large number of meetings with driving
instructors who were concerned about the application of
justice. I received only one telephone call from a person
who said she was unequivocally opposed to the intent
of the opposition's amendment.
On the basis of my consultation I am confident the

strong view among driving instructors is that people
should not be disadvantaged and discriminated against
as a result of a government decision to deregulate and
now re-regulate the sector.
I also emphasise that I did not talk to or receive
correspondence from any driving instructor who
challenged the fact that a recognition of prior learning
facility does exist under certificate 3 provisions. No
driving instructor wanted anything other than the
highest standards for driving instructors. The majority
of people I met were at pains to say they understood the
importance of their role to ensure Victorians are able to
travel on the roads safely, and to know that increasingly
people who learn to drive and get their licences
understand the road laws, the performance of vehicles
and the need to drive defensively and safely.

ROAD SAFETY (DRIVING INSTRUCTORS) BILL

I do not now attack what the minister said in his
contribution to debate on the amendment, but simply
underscore the widespread view across the sector that
people should not be discriminated against or
disadvantaged. No driving instructor seeks to have
anything but the highest standards of training available
for that industry sector. Driving instructors understand
the importance of training and retraining for their
industry.

he or she is teaching to drive is driving or in charge
of it
(JAB) Sub-section (I AA) does not affect any liability of
the person who is being taught to drive for any
offence committed by that person while driving or
in charge of the motor vehicle being used for
teaching purposes. ".

B. Driving instructor to have zero blood alcohol
After section 52(1C) of the Road Safety Act 1986
insert-

Committee divided on amendment:

"(ID)

Ayes, 9
Gould, Miss
Hogg, Mrs
McLean, Mrs (Teller)
Nardella, Mr
Nguyen,Mr
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Power,Mr
PuIlen, Mr (Teller)
Theophanous, Mr
WaIpole, Mr

This section also applies to a person who for
financial gain, or in the course of any trade or
business, is teaching a person, who does not hold a
driver licence, to drive on a highway a motor
vehicle of a kind described in section 33(3) while
that person is in charge of the motor vehicle being
used for teaching pmposes by virtue of section
48(lAA).".'.

Noes, 31
Asher, Ms
Ashman,Mr
Atkinson, Mr
Baxter, Mr
Best,Mr
Birrell, Mr
Bishop, Mr
Boardman, Mr
Bowden, Mr
Brideson, Mr
Cover,Mr
Craige, Mr
Davis, MrD. McL.
Davis, Mr P. R
Forwood,Mr
Furletti, Mr (Teller)

HaIlam,Mr
Hartigan., Mr
Katsambanis, Mr
Knowles,Mr
Lucas, Mr
Luckins, Mrs
Powell,Mrs
Ross, Dr
Smith, Mr
Smith, Ms
Stoney, Mr
Strong, Mr (Tel/er)
Varty, Mrs
Wells,Dr
Wilding, Mrs

Pairs
Eren, Mr

De Fegely, Mr

Amendment negatived.

Amendment no. 2, which inserts new clauses following
clause 3, relates to driving instructors being required to
have a zero blood-alcohol level. In the second-reading
debate I said I wanted to compliment the government
and the Minister for Roads and Ports for indicating their
preparedness to accommodate the amendment.
When the legislation was introduced and debated in the
other place the Minister for Transport said that while
the bill was between the Assembly and the Council an
appropriate amendment would be drafted and agreed to,
subject to consultation. As I said earlier, the Minister
for Roads and Ports and the government oUght to be
complimented for that. The Driving Instructor
Consultative Committee recommended that zero blood
alcohol content ought to be addressed through a code of
conduct. The opposition acknowledges that and
interprets it as an indication by the consultative
committee that it is an important issue.

Clause agreed to; clause 4 agreed to.
NewcJauses

Hon. PAT POWER (Jika Jika) 2.

I move:

Insert the following new clauses to follow clause 3:
'A. Paid driving instructor deemed to be in charge of
vehicle

After section 48( I) of the Road Safety Act 1986
insertH( I AA) Despite sub-section (I )(b), a person who for

financial gain, or in the course of any trade or
business, is teaching a person, who does not hold a
driver licence, to drive on a highway a motor
vehicle of a kind described in section 33(3) is to be
taken to be in charge of the motor vehicle being
used for teaching purposes while the person whom

As I said during my second-reading contribution, the
RACV held the view that the opposition's amendment
was appropriate and has complimented the opposition
for proposing the amendment and the government for
its acceptance of it.
The amendment is important in terms of practice and
the message it delivers to those people seeking to learn
to drive: that driving instructors oUght to be required to
have zero BAC while instructing students. The
government, supported by the opposition, has
introduced zero blood-akohollevels for a range of
driving situations. Probationary drivers are required to
be alcohol free for an appropriate period, so all the
indicators are that the amendment is appropriate. There
are not many occasions in this chamber when
amendments are agreed to by the opposition and the
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government and I congratulate all members for that
occurring in this case.
Hon. G. R. CRAlGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - I thank Mr Power for his contribution and the
work he has done in introducing the amendment. While
recognising that the government supports the
amendment, there is no doubt one of the important
messages we need to get through to every member of
our community is the clear and unequivocal message
that alcohol and driving do not mix. The amendment is
a clear indication of that message.
As Mr Power has said, there has been an extensive
program in which the government has looked at the
effects of alcohol on driving. The govemment has
introduced zero blood alcohol levels to Land P-plate
drivers, to taxidrivers, bus drivers and drivers of heavy
vehicles and it does not see driving instructors as being
any different from those people. The government
supports a strong legislative approach rather than the
approach recommended by the Driving Instructor
Consultative Committee that it should be dealt with by
a code of practice. This will allow for a fonnal process
of enforcement.
Although Mr Power's reference to the RACV
congratulating the Labor Party for raising the issue is
interesting, I find the letter somewhat amusing. The
RACV was part of the consultative committee that
supported the proposal to include in the industry code
of practice the requirement that driving instructors have
zero blood alcohol levels. I acknowledge that the
RACV has seen fit to support the opposition's
amendment. As I said, the government supports it.
On investigation it was found that the Queensland,
South Australian, Tasmanian and Northern Territory
codes all have a requirement that driving instructors
have zero blood alcohol levels, and the ACT has a
.02 per cent limit. It will certainly bring Victoria into
line with other states. The measure is responsible, and
the government therefore supports the amendment.
New clauses agreed to.
Reported to house with amendment
Report adopted.

Third reading
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - I move:
That this bill be now read a third time.

I thank honourable members for their contributions, and
I particularly thank Mr Power for the work he has done
during the bill's progress. I also mention all those who
contributed during the extensive public consultative
period. I place on the record the government's
appreciation of all the work that has been done.
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.

Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.

MUTUAL RECOGNITION (VICTORIA)
BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 7 October; motion of
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry, Science
and Technology).

HoD. T. C. THEOPHA.~OUS (Jika Jika) - The
Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Bill extends and renews
the Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Act and allows for
the re-adoption of the commonwealth Mutual
Recognition Act, with effect from 1 July 1998. The bill
enables Victoria to enter a scheme for the mutual
recognition of regulatory standards for goods and
occupations within Australia It is important to note that
both political parties have supported mutual
recognition. State and federal Labor governments took
some initiatives back in the 1980s, and other initiatives
have since been taken by conservative governments.
Mutual recognition arose from a special premiers
conference process that started in the late 1980s. At that
time the heads of government realised that Australia
was - and probably had been for a long time - a truly
national market. They also recognised that it was time
Australia had laws that allowed it to function as one
C?untry, rather than having different laws applying in
SIX or seven jurisdictions. In May 1992 the heads of
government endorsed the Mutual Recognition Bill, and
the legislation was enacted in November of that year.
At that time the Labor Party supported the bill and, both
in opposition and in government, has continued to
support the bill's principles for unifonn laws.
As I said, the aim of mutual recognition legislation is to
remove needless artificial barriers to interstate trade.
The bill implements two principles - firstly, that
goods that may be legally sold or traded in any
Australian state or territory may be legally sold or
traded in another; and secondly, that a person registered
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to practise an occupation in one Australian jurisdiction
is entitled to practise an equivalent occupation in
another. The consequence of implementing the
principles is a much higher level of consistency in
product standards as well as the greater mobility of
labour across states.
Honourable members will remember that, for example,
prior to the enactment of the mutual recognition
legislation it was virtually impossible to sell margarine
across the nation in only one type of package because
of the different standards that applied in the states.
Western Australia required that margarine be packaged
in cubes, whereas other states allowed it to be packaged
in round tubs. That is an example of how ridiculous the
regulatoty barriers were before the enactment of the
legislation, which related not only to goods but also to
the mobility of labour.
For the first time, after the legislation was passed it
allowed professionals - including doctors, lawyers,
dentists and others - who were registered to work in
one state to work in others.
The legislation has been important to a large number of
migrants who arrived from overseas with qualifications
and struggled to have their qualifications recognised in
one state, only to find the same barriers erected in
another. Under the legislation, migrants who are
qualified to practise a profession in one state can have
their qualifications recognised in others. For the fIrst
time, chiropractors in one state have been able to be
registered in other states without having to go through
separate registration processes. Before the introduction
of the legislation, many tradespeople such as plumbers
and builders whose training was identical to their
counterparts in other states were not able to practise in
those states.
The legislation removed many cross-border anomalies,
a number of which I am sure honourable members can
recall. One example involved tow-truck drivers and
taxidrivers operating out of Echuca who were unable to
work in New South Wales. Taxi passengers travelling
interstate had to change taxis when they reached the
New South Wales-Victoria border. That latter example
is typical of the circumstances that existed prior to the
introduction of the mutual recognition legislation. It is
important that the mutual recognition framework is
continually reviewed and monitored to ensure that
anomalies do not crop up again and that Australia
continues to enjoy the benefits of increased efficiency.
Mutual recognition raises the genuine issue referred to
by some as lowest common denominator standards. It is
possible that one state might decide to adopt standards
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for the sale of goods, for instance, that fall significantly
below standards in other states. Similarly, a state could
adopt standards for registering professionals such as
doctors, lawyers or engineers that may not be as high as
other states are accustomed to, which might lead to the
development of a lowest common denominator. I do
not think that is likely with the professions, given that
Australia's educational institutions demand uniformly
high standards. However, problems could arise in
occupational health and safety and accident
compensation.
The opposition is concerned about the move to
introduce lowest common denominator standards for
safety inspections under the Occupational Health and
Safety Act. The opposition is also concerned that the
benefits available to workers under Victoria's accident
compensation laws may be lower than those available
in other states. As honourable members know, in
Victoria injured workers no longer have access to
common law, whereas in other states that access
remains.
The opposition notes that the purpose of the bill is to
give Victoria the flexibility to terminate its involvement
in mutual recognition schemes if necessary. The same
provision is contained in the Trans-Tasman Mutual
Recognition (Victoria) Act, which the opposition also
supports. With those brief comments, I indicate that the
opposition supports both the principle of mutual
recognition and the bill.
Hon. R. H. BOWDEN (South Eastern) - I support
the bill with pleasure because it will further strengthen
our nation and enhance the part the great state of
Victoria plays in its economy.
The intent of the bill is to assist the free flow of goods
and services, to establish regulatoty and licensing
standards and to protect the community. In the past, for
historical reasons, there have been misalignments
among the states in the regulation of similar functions. I
am pleased that the principles underlying the bill will
further Victoria's participation in the Mutual
Recognition Act in a clear and orderly way.
The previous speaker touched on some of the
difficulties the residents of the various states of
Australia have encountered due to the misalignment of
regulations, and I am sure all honourable members can
recall other instances. One instance I can recall
involved the differences in traffic regulations in
Victoria, New South Wales and Queensland. A driver
in Victoria or New South Wales who wanted to slow
down could simply do so, but Queensland had a
regulation that required a driver who wanted to slow
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down to put his or her arm out the window and move it
up and down. That used to be called patting the dog,
and as recently as the 1970s drivers in Queensland who
did not pat the dog were liable to receive traffic
infringement tickets. I never received a ticket for failing
to pat the dog in Queensland, but I always thought it
highlighted a rather quaint difference in state traffic
regulations. That is a good example of the progress that
has been achieved by mutual recognition legislation.
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may be necessary as part of a natural evolutionary
process.
In conclusion, I am enthusiastic in my support for the
bill. It is sensible in this day of sophisticated trade and
provision of services for the states and territories to be
positive about the need to trade and have common
standards and mutually to recognise each other's
circumstances.

More importantly, it is good to see the improved
alignment among the states in recognising professional
qualifications in medicine, dentistry and health care,
which has been brought about by the legislation of
which the bill is an extension. I continue to support the
principles in the Trans-Tasman Mutual Recognition
(Victoria) Act, which the house recently passed. New
Zealand is one of Australia's major trading partners,
and the commerce transacted between Victoria and
New Zealand is also important. The Trans-Tasman
Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Act has further
strengthened Victoria's economy while enhancing
commercial opportunities on both sides of the Tasman.

I support the view expressed by the Leader of the
Opposition in this house that standards are important
and that we need ensure they are maintained. Should
the lowest common denominator arise by accident, I am
sure under the provisions of the bill the other
participating states and territories would be keen to
ensure the best possible level of qualifications and
services are adopted.

I do not intend to speak for very long, but I wish to say
that the government has been able to ensure that
Victoria has adequate safeguards. Should Victoria's
interests not be foremost in any changing circumstance,
it has the ability to terminate participation. The bill
provides that even though the commonwealth act is
being adopted and furthered, it is possible on a future
day for the Governor in Council to determine to
terminate Victoria's participation through proclamation
in the Government Gazette. That is a good safeguard.
Victoria may never use it and may never want to use it,
but who knows what can happen with technologies in
the future? At least that provision is there.

Hon. S. M. NGUYEN (Melbourne West) - This
bill continues the process initiated by state and federal
Labor governments in the late 1980s. The goal of the
mutual recognition process is to promote freedom of
movement of goods and service providers between all
the Australian states and territories.

A similar provision gives protection to the citizens of
Victoria in the Trans-Tasman Mutual Recognition
(Victoria) Act 1998. It is not that the government wants
to use the provision, and it does not seem likely to be
necessary in the foreseeable future, but it is a good
safeguard to have. The bill also validates all actions
done after 1 July 1998, when the previous time frame
expired, because it is necessary for the period between
then and now to be covered.
Apart from furthering Victoria's sensible participation
in the recognition program, which is a good thing, the
bill also provides that should new mutual recognition
legislation be necessary Victoria will be a positive
contributor to that. Honourable members may care to
note that the states and territories have been reviewing
the mutual participation scheme to see what changes

In the short time it has been operating the mutual
recognition program has proved to be successful, and it
should continue to be so. It is with pleasure that I
support the bill.

The mutual recognition principle is that goods that may
be legally sold in one Australian state or territory may
be sold in another state or territory and that a person
registered to practise an occupation in one Australian
state or territory is entitled to practise an equivalent
occupation in another.
The purpose of the bill is to readopt the commonwealth
Mutual Recognition Act 1992. It allows the Governor
~ Co~cil to fix a day to terminate the act. The purpose
IS to give Victoria flexibility in terminating its
involvement in the mutual recognition scheme if
necessary. The same provision is contained in the
Trans-Tasman Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Act
1988, the passage of which the opposition supported.
Several likely benefits are to be derived as a result of
Australian governments adopting the mutual
recognition agenda. The first is the provision of free
trade across state borders. The bill will allow for free
trade between states that will minimise any hindrance
to the operation of a national market economy. This
will help unify Australia in an economic sense by
allowing freer movement of goods and services,
including energy products and transport services, across
state boundaries. The bill will help facilitate the
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national competition agenda run concurrently by the
Australian heads of government.
A second benefit is the provision for greater mobility
and flexibility oflabour. A person legally entitled to
practise a profession or trade in one Australian state
should be entitled to practise his or her skills in any
other Australian state or territory. Inconsistencies in
recognition of trade and professional qualifications and
different regulations governing trade and professional
practice have led to the existence of artificial barriers
for business that are costing our country in lost
economic productivity. The intention of the bill is to
create a foundation to avoid these inconsistencies.
A third benefit is higher consistency in product
standards. Mutual recognition will require new ways of
standardising Australian product regulations on a
national basis. As the Leader of the Opposition said in
his contribution to the second-reading debate, it is
important that in setting new national legal frameworks
and regulations we aim for best practice and the highest
possible product standards and quality and do not opt
for the lowest common denominator. That will require
governments across Australia to embrace new and more
progressive reforms of national regulation. Mutual
recognition must not be an excuse for market
deregulation at the cost of lower product standards.
Examples of spin-offs from uniform product regulation
include uniform regulation of product safety,
environment friendly packaging requirements and
possibly a new national code for occupational health
and safety in our workplaces. Businesses will benefit
from economies of scale if they opt for uniform product
development and manufacture. Company investment in
marketing and packaging will be driven more by
national market requirements than meeting different
state government regulations. Businesses will also
benefit from reduced red tape and time lost in learning
and dealing with a variety of regulations.
A fourth benefit of mutual recognition is the reduction
of state border trading inefficiencies. Honourable
members may be familiar with some difficulties faced
by professionals and traders operating in the various
state and territory border regions in Australia - like
professionals having to comply with different
professional rules and practices and in some cases
being prohibited by state-based licensing systems from
accepting work across state boundaries.
Mutual recognition of government regulations will
assist businesses to overcome the legal and artificial
barriers associated with cross-state trading. It could also
assist in cutting unnecessary duplication of services in
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border regions and will enable greater competition for
professionals and tradespeople who operate in those
regions, which will provide benefits to local consumers.
It is important that we break down traditional legal
boundaries which impede interstate economic activity,
that we develop uniform national forms of regulation
on labour and the manufacture and trading of goods and
services. It falls on all governments, including the
Victorian government, to be critical in their approaches
to mutual recognition of economic regulation.
Hon. B. W. BISHOP (North Western) - I am
pleased to again contribute to the debate on the Mutual
Recognition (Victoria) Bill. I recall clearly that when I
spoke on the 1993 legislation the basic question the
house asked at that time was why it should adopt
mutual recognition and what effect it would have on
Victoria and its industries, particularly agriculture,
agricultural production and food processing. Mutual
recognition has a dramatic effect on electorates such as
mine, which stretches along the River Murray from the
South Australian border to Koondrook near Kerang.
The proposed legislation made a lot of sense in 1993 as
will the adoption of this bill.
The legislation makes even more sense when one
recognises that Victoria and New South Wales have the
strongest manufacturing and service industries in
Australia, especially in the food processing and
agricultural industries. The need for mutual recognition
across state borders is supported by the recent huge
investment in food production. At the last regional
strategy meeting for the northern region, much of the
discussion and policies were directed to food
production and processing. It is interesting to note that
northern Victoria produces 26 per cent of our
agricultural production and 6 per cent of Australian
exports. Over the past five years we have experienced a
70 per cent increase in food production. Coupled with
that, of course, are the huge investments across Victoria
in food production and processing.
If Victoria is to reach the target of$12 billion in
agriculture and food exports in a few short years, it will
certainly have to get its house in order. Over the past
few years the process has commenced and it is
important that it be market driven. In the past I said
Victoria should examine its agricultural production
from paddock to plate. I now say we should examine it
from the plate to the paddock to ensure that it is truly
market driven and has management processes in place
so that international and domestic markets will eagerly
seek the products we grow and produce. Victoria
requires good quality assurance programs, good
environment management systems in the future, good
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multimodal transport in road, rail and air, good ports
and world best practice.

operators or pleasure craft operators who operate on the
River Murray. It could be anyone.

If Australia is to compete on the global markets we will
need even more. Those markets are large, exciting and
interesting. However, they are becoming more
sophisticated and demanding. Of course, our
competitors are also becoming stronger. It is vital that
we have sensible and practical rules to create a national
marketplace that will allow Victoria to launch its
produce onto global markets. Mutual recognition comes
into play in those areas.

There is no doubt that the system has wide scope. With
safeguards in place it allows the states and the
territories to set their own standards for good produce.
It is important for agricultural areas, particularly
horticulture, that the states and territories can also
impose separate quarantine measures. A good example
is the fruit fly outbreaks we unfortunately suffer from
time to time in Sunraysia. However, measures can be
introduced quickly, crisply, efficiently and effectively
by the Department of Natural Resources and
Environment to ensure those outbreaks are controlled
and managed.

I remind honourable members that a significant
proportion of the 70 per cent increase in agricultural
production over the past five years has been due to
irrigation production along the River Murray. Many
good rules and regulations have been introduced to
remove the competitive impediments that were in place
years ago. One of the best examples would be the
national road transport rules and regulations which are
now uniform across Australia. That has removed both
the fuss and uncertainty. It has introduced
commonsense into our road transport system that needs
to cross state borders to make Australia competitive.
As the various systems unfold we must ensure that we
do not lower the standards and adopt the lowest
common denominator. I recall that was an issue in the
1993 debate. I also note that we have had a fair chance
to test the system because it has been in place over a
number of years, whether it be in the health, safety,
environment or transport segments.
The minister in his second-reading speech refers to a
review that will determine whether any changes are
required to the scheme and to the uniform national
legislation, which really underpins the whole system. It
is a great idea to have a review because it will test some
areas and ensure the system is finetuned properly as the
years go by.
In 1993 I thought the legislation would not have much
effect on health, but over the years I have noticed that it
has had a substantial impact Just a few weeks ago
some health providers from my electorate, Dr Peter
Talbot, a senior executive of the Mildura hospital, and
Mr Lindsay Lynch, chief executive officer of the
Mallee Track health service, were having difficulties in
drawing health professionals into their services from
other states. They were delighted to know we were
re-adopting the mutual recognition system. It will give
them flexibility to bring people who are sorely needed
into the health services from interstate. That can be
extended to front-end loader operators, forklift

I recall saying in the earlier debate that we do not want
to add too much detail to the process. If we had thought
of these things many years ago we would not have had,
for example, different rail gauges throughout Australia,
which are an impediment to grains, mineral sands or
any other products reaching ports. The decisions that
were made incorrectly years ago have impeded our
flexibility in transporting products to the ports and into
those export markets. If this type of thinking had been
around in those days we would not have suffered the
expense and nuisance value of the various rail gauges.
Mutual recognition is a good concept and system. It
certainly assists in creating a national market in
Australia. It rids us of many of the unnecessary trade
impediments so that we can become internationally
competitive in the various global markets.
It allows skilled professionals of any profession to
move with a minimum of fuss across state borders and
therefore become more effective. It does not matter
whether it is health, transport, services or professions
such as painters, plumbers, motor mechanics,
electricians or construction workers. Safeguards are
built into the system. I make the point again that I am
pleased to see the review process being undertaken. It
will test a number of processes that have been in place
over a period. The review should be successful and well
sourced. Given that the scheme has been operating for a
number of years good data and history are now
available. It is a good system that needs to be managed
properly to create a national market that will benefit
everyone. I commend the bill to the house.
Hon. M. T. LUCKINS (Waverley) - The Mutual
Recognition (Victoria) Bill goes a long way towards
ensuring that our nation is competitive both within and
without. On Federation section 92 of the constitution
was supposed to ensure that no interference took place
in trade between states but, what evolved,
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unfortunately, was a different story. We are all aware
that the different rail gauges in each state impeded
Australia's opportunity to trade between states. It also
impeded mobility between states.
In 1992 the Council of Australian Governments agreed
to the principles of mutual recognition that goods
produced in one state or territory may be sold in another
state or territory, and a person registered to practise an
occupation in one Australian state or territory is entitled
to practise an equivalent occupation in another state or
territory.

The Victorian government has demonstrated a
commitment to the principles of mutual recognition,
together with the national scheme, legislative programs
and the principles of national competition policy. The
Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Act came into being in
1992. During the period between 1992 and 1996 in my
capacity as the adviser to the then Minister for Industry
and Employment I had a lot to do with the Victorian
review of partially registered occupations, which arose
from the COAG and mutual recognition process. The
COAG committee conducted an audit of all trades and
professions registered in one or more state or territory
where registration was inconsistent across the nation.
Each ministry was advised of the professions within its
portfolio responsibility and was required to consult to
discuss the need for recognition and, if necessary,
registration. Ministries were encouraged to examine the
aims of registration and other means to achieve those
goals. Many of the industries became self-regulating as
a result of that process, which, again, removes red tape
and ensures that the industries that know their
requirements best have the capacity to deliver for their
members within certain professions or trades.
Health and safety was exempted as part of the mutual
recognition process. The review has resulted in many
bills being debated in Parliament between the advent of
the Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Act and today. Many
reports by academics were compiled over the years
giving examples of barriers to trade within Australia In
the 1970s and 1980s it was easier to import and export
goods in Europe with its international borders and
different languages and standards than it was to sell
goods in Australia. That resulted in Australia being a
step behind competitively with the rest of the world,
particularly with its trading partners.
Before mutual recognition the process for the
recognition of skills and education standards in some
professions was the same between the states as that
required for migrants to Australia who wanted certain
skills recognised to enable them to work.
Unfortunately, Australians were discriminated against
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in that period because the states did not recognise the
skills and education standards of other states.
Earlier this year I had the opportunity of visiting
Canada, Belgium, France and England with the
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee to
investigate national scheme legislation and to examine
in depth the result of competition policy and the
advantages for Australia It was interesting especially in Brussels where the European Community
secretariat is based - to hear how other countries have
tackled these challenges. They faced language
difficulties, a problem Australia does not have.
However, they faced the same challenges we do with
labour requirements and standards. The nations
disputed content, but, on the whole, matters have been
resolved.
There were some funny examples in Europe. German
beer is well known around the world as an exquisite
beer. The Germans wanted to protect their beer by
ensuring that no other nation could say they were
producing beer by certain means. Other nations said
requirements should be lifted throughout the European
Community to ensure that no beer within the
community was of lesser quality than the German beer.
They tried to stipulate the type of water and
preservatives to be used which resulted in a
consideration of standards between the nations that
produce beer. Finally, after many years of negotiation,
common ground was reached
Another example was Belgian chocolate. A dispute
arose among the different nations that produce
chocolate about the percentage of butter used. The
Belgian government suggested that its standards were
being compromised by the lower standards of other
countries. The formation of the European Community
has provided advantages for countries such as
Australia If a country's product meets the requirements
in one nation in the European Community that country
can trade with the other nations in the community.
Everywhere the committee travelled throughout Europe
it looked forward to tasting the local wine. However, it
was given Australian wine at every meal. Australian
wine is everywhere in Europe because it was the first to
be accepted through a longstanding agreement with
Great Britain. It has been accepted for many years and,
because Australia met the standards of Great Britain, it
was able to export throughout the European
Community.
In its contributions to the debate the opposition raised
questions about standards. It was concemed that, rather
than having decent standards across the nation for all
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goods and services, the lowest common denominator
may prevail. I do not find that argument acceptable. I
note the opposition did not give examples of where
standards have been lowered since the introduction of
mutual recognition about six years ago, but I
acknow ledge that consensus must be reached between
the states to establish national standards that uphold the
principle of mutual recognition to ensure that the goods
and services in question meet the expectations of
consumers and are considered safe. I am confident that
the government will be stringent in ensuring that
standards are maintained for all goods and services
affected.
Another challenge in the process is to ensure industIy
does not have to bear too high a financial burden in
complying with national standards established within
the mutual recognition framework. The vast majority of
Australian enterprises have benefited from mutual
recognition since 1992, and increasingly businesses are
operating across states and territories and growing with
the formation of consortia and through franchises
operated from state to state.
The bill also encourages mobility oflabour so we can
keep industries vibrant and ensure that real estate
developments and building franchises are afforded the
opportunity to expand. Mutual recognition results in the
removal of impediments for business to operate
interstate. That is a good thing for our companies, but I
feel for the people on the state borders who, before the
introduction of the mutual recognition system, have had
to face daily the challenges of conflicting regulations,
laws and standards across different states.
Hon. W. R. Baxter - They still have a fair number
of them, too.
Hon. M. T. LUCKINS - Yes, and I have heard
quite a few examples from the honourable member for
Benambra in the other place, who shares constituency
responsibilities with Mr Baxter in the Wodonga area. In
those areas mutual recognition has enhanced the
community's capacity to earn income and ensure its
activities are not curtailed.
Since the legislation ceased to operate in July and the
consequent absence of mutual recognition the people of
Albury-Wodonga have been subjected to
non-compliance with regulations, which is why the bill
contains a provision for retrospectivity. Clause 2(2)
provides that the bill will come into operation on 1 July
1998 - that is, the expiry date of the Mutual
Recognition (Victoria) Act 1993. That clause expunges
any of the adverse consequences caused for some
businesses by the absence of previous legislation.

Tuesday, 20 October 1998

The bill again adopts the powers in section 51 (37) of
the commonwealth constitution. Victoria will gain the
flexibility to pull out of mutual recognition
arrangements if it is in its interests to do so. Clause 6
provides:
The Governor in Council, by proclamation published in the
Government Gazette, may fix a day as the day on which the
adoption of the Commonwealth Act under section 4 of this
Act terminates.

I serve on the Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations
Committee, which was concerned about clause 6
because it did not believe the legislative expiry should
be treated in any manner other than as the date of
commencement. In its Alert Digest No. 6 of 1998 the
committee noted:
The committee believes that legislative expiry should
generally be treated similarly to commencement. The
committee believes that an open-ended expiry clause would
not seem to have sufficient regard for the institution of
Parliament and would have to be clearly justified.

That comment is made under the Scrutiny of Acts and
Regulations Committee's terms of reference, which
provide that it has the power:
... to consider any bill introduced into a house of the
Parliament and to report to the Parliament as to whether the
bill, by express words or otherwise ...
(v) insufficiently subjects the exercise of legislative power to
parliamentary scrutiny ...

The Alert Digest also refers to the fact that the
Governor in Council, on the advice of the government
of the day and through a proclamation in the
Government Gazette, can terminate the legislation. As I
said earlier, that provision is appropriate in the
circumstances because if the government of the day,
democratically elected, believes it is in the
government's best interests to pull out, it has every
right to do so.
Clause 7 is a validating provision that everything done
on or after 1 July 1998, the date of the expiry of the act,
and before the enactment of this bill is deemed to have
been valid as if the 1993 act had not expired. That will
help people who were caught when the act expired in
July.
In conclusion, the bill moves us forward in the public
policy context to mutual recognition national scheme
legislation and national competition policy - all great
steps forward for Australia in general. It will allow
Australia the opportunity to compete locally and
globally and enable our companies to meet world best
practice. Australia may be an island nation but we
cannot be an island in the international context, and
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certainly we cannot be an island when it comes to
international trade. The more efficient we become
within our nation, the greater will be our opportunities
to trade with other nations.

the council. The new council was appointed by the
Minister for the Arts in the other place; in other words,
it has been established by direct appointment of the
minister and at the minister's whim.

I look forward to continued improvements in our
competitiveness as a result of the mutual recognition of
all our services, standards, labour and professions. All
Australians have the right to free trade and mobility. I
commend the bill to the house.

Approximately two years ago the council of the
National Gallery of Victoria was told that it had to raise
$15 million for the stage 1 development and a further
$21 million for the stage 2 development. The
government in its wisdom removed the admission fee
for entry to the National Gallery. That was a popular
move and was supported by the opposition. It was
designed to open up the gallery to the public, but at the
same time it removed a revenue stream to the gallery
and meant that the council had to work that much
harder to find the $15 million it was required to raise. I
recall that when an arts bill was debated in this place
some years ago the number of visitors to the National
Gallery was compared with the number attending AFL
matches. I was surprised to learn that more people
visited the gallery than watched AFL matches. So the
removal of the entrance fee to the gallery has made the
council's job that much harder.

Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Third reading

Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - By
leave, I move:
That this bill be now read a third time.

I thank honourable members for their contributions to
the debate.
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.
Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.

ARTS ACTS (AMEND:MENT) BILL

During the past two years the council has been involved
in the public debate about the redevelopment of the
National Gallery. When the redevelopment was first
announced the cost was put at $80 million, but last
night I heard a report that it had blown out to
$156 million! As that figure has been mentioned prior
to the gallery's closure for redevelopment purposes. I
suggest that it should be of concern to all honourable
members.

Second reading
Debate resumed from 7 October; motion of
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry, Science
and Technology).
HOD. M. M. GOULD (Doutta Galla) - This bill
increases from 9 to 11 the number of members of the
council of the National Gallery of Victoria In the
second-reading speech the minister says the increase by
two is necessary because of the increasing workload for
the council due to the pending refurbishment of the
St Kilda Road premises over two years and the
responsibility for the management of the Museum of
Australian Art, which is part of the Federation Square
concept. The council will also arrange for the storage of
some of the gallery collections at North Melbourne
during the refurbishment program. The government
acknowledges that the council needs extra members to
enable it to properly manage the project. The
government has announced that, unfortunately, more
than 100 gallery staffwill be sacked. When it came to
office the government removed staff representation on

The government's Public Sector Asset Investment
Program for 1998-99 indicates that by the time the
gallery closes at the end of June next year and prior to
the redevelopment $13 million will be spent on plans
and the redevelopment program. For nearly two years
the council has been working on the program and
developing new ideas for the gallery. It seems odd that
the government should at this time increase the number
of members on the council from 9 to 11 when the
current members have done all the groundwork.
As I said, the council does not have any employee
representation. As a former trade union official I know
employers were often concerned when advising
employees of changes they were making to their
establishment, and they often did so without prior
consultation. I know of many cases where, after
advising their employees of the proposed changes to
their establishment, the employers would discover to
their horror that the employees knew more about their
workplace than management, engineers and
consultants. In this case one of the staff
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recommendations was that a number of works of art be
put into storage in North Melbourne, with curators
looking after them, and some of the gallery walls be
removed so that there would be more hanging and
display space than is proposed in the new gallery. If that
proposal were implemented there would be no need to
reduce staffby more than 100 when the gallery closes
in June next year.

Mr Steve Vizard is the new chairman of the council.
Other members include Mr Darvell Hutchinson, Mr Jim
Cousins, Mr Peter Clemenger, Mr Michael Darling,
Ms Alison Inglis, Mr Rupert Myer, Mr Ron Walkerthe friend of the Premier - and Professor Jenny
Zimmer. The current council is comprised of
well-respected business people who have also
established a business council that includes people such
as Marcus Besen from Sussan Corporation,
David Jones from the George Adams Estate and
Hugh Morgan from Western Mining. Those business
people have been given the task of raising the
$15 million for stage 1.
In 1996 the opposition raised concerns about the
trustees appointed to the council and it raises the same
concerns now. It believes they will be government
appointees who will do the government's bidding.
Their appointment will be a payback for services
rendered. The opposition expresses concern about the
lack of representation of employee representatives,
which would give the council a better understanding of
some of the redevelopment proposals. It would also
help to alleviate their concerns about increasing
catering facilities and the loss of more than 100 jobs.

The opposition does not oppose the bill, but it is
concerned about the Minister for the Arts appointing
new members to the council and the lack of staff
representation. The bill makes minor technical changes,
which are not opposed. As I said earlier, the opposition
is primarily concerned about the possible loss of
105 jobs and believes the plan submitted by staff would
alleviate that problem.
Hon. W. L SMITH (Silvan) - The Arts Acts
(Amendment) Bill is a small bill that will increase the
number of council members of the National Gallery of
Victoria from 9 to 11. It reflects the increasing
workload of council members, particularly with the
renovations and the development of the Museum of
Australian Art at Federation Square. It is timely to place
on the public record the importance of the National
Gallery art collection. I take a positive approach and
will look at the impact on the gallery and the
significance of the Museum of Australian Art.
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The National Gallery of Victoria is the most visited
gallery in Australia and its operating costs per visitor
are the lowest in Australia, even though the entry fee
has been abolished. It is the oldest public art gallery in
Australia, having been established in 1861. It is the
only Australian gallery that has a collection of art
dating from prehistory to the present day - the story of
world art. The collection has more than 70 000 items,
and in 1996 Sotheby's valued it at $598 million. The
collection is recognised internationally as the finest in
both Australia and the Southern Hemisphere.
The gallery's collection of Australian art is best known
by four major paintings: Tom Roberts's Shearing the
Rams, painted in 1890; Fred McCubbin's The Pioneer,
painted in 1904; John Brack's Collins Street. 5 p.m.,
painted in 1955; and Peter Booth's Painting, painted in
1977. The gallery has works by European masters who
are internationally respected, including Rembrandt,
Manet, Poussin, Tiepolo, Pissarro, Bonnard and Bacon.
The gallery continues to maintain its strong focus on
significant Australian artists and contemporary
international artists.
However, the gallery has some obvious space
problems. The current exhibition space allows only
5 per cent of the total collections to be displayed After
the renovations that space will be doubled, which will
result in major improvements in the kinds of displays
the gallery will be able to put on. I refer to some
possible future exhibitions that will include rarely seen
collections that are currently stored in the bowels of the
National Gallery. The renovations will allow the
display of collections such as the 50 works ofNolan's
Wimmera series, which have rarely been seen. At
present there is not enough room to display them
without excluding other artists' work. In future similar
rarely seen collections of considerable depth will be
able to be shown in discrete groups.
For the first time in 20 years, contemporary Australian
and international art will have permanent display space,
allowing the gallery to showcase the achievements of
young Australian artists and put their work in the
context of their overseas colleagues. Other important
collections which are rarely seen but which will go on
permanent display include international furniture that
has key fittings from the Gallia and Hoffmann
apartments of turn-of-the-century Vienna. Those
collections, which have never been fully displayed, will
create a sensation among devotees of the Art Deco and
Secessionist design movements.
Other collections such as prints and drawings, fashion
and textiles and photography will have a far higher
profile, and the increased display space will allow
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works to be rotated continually. There will be greater
access to works by artists including Blake, Rembrandt
and Diirer and designers in the fashion world such as
Worth, Dior and Balenciaga.
The National Gallery will establish a new Museum of
Australian Art (MAA) at Federation Square, which will
be the first gallery dedicated to the fmest work of both
indigenous and non-indigenous Australian art. The
nation's home for Australian art will comprise a new
three-level, 13000 square metre gallery that will have
works by Australian artists from all periods. It will
house the most comprehensive display of Australian art
in the country. The MAA will offer a unique experience
of contemporary art, involving performance and
multimedia In acknowledgment of the importance of
contemporary art and its reflection of the society of the
day, the museum will have more than double the
current display space of Australian and international
contemporary art in Melbourne. More than 3000 square
metres will be dedicated to modern and contemporary
art, which will be displayed so that it relates to the
external environment, including the planned courtyards,
gardens and the atrium.
The National Gallery has very few works of Aboriginal
art on permanent display. They are shown for only
short periods because of the lack of space to display
major pieces of work. The new display space at
Federation Square will enable the National Gallery of
Victoria to make permanently accessible key icons of
the Aboriginal collection such as Napperby Death
Spirit Dreaming and Big Yam Dreaming.
The prominent location of the new museum will bring
the visual arts to the CBD and provide important links
with the arts sector south of the Yarra and the
Southbank arts precinct. I strongly support the bill, and
I wish the members of the council of the National
Gallery well in their delivery of a world-class art
gallery that will maintain Melbourne's prominence as
an arts capital.
Hon. C. J. HOGG (Melbourne North) - In making
some brief remarks on the Arts Acts (Amendment) Bill
I welcome the addition of two members to the council
of the National Gallery of Victoria Their appointment
is an acknowledgment by the government that in some
situations too few people are called on to do the
necessary work. That may involve the number of
workers carrying out a job or the number of members
of a board of trustees overseeing a development, as is
the case here.
It is impossible to calculate the importance of the
redevelopment of the National Gallery to the role
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Melbourne plays in Australia's cultural life. But in
attempting to do so we have only to reflect on the
comments being made about the Sydney Opera House
as it celebrates the 25th anniversary of its opening.
People are thinking and saying a lot about the design of
the Sydney Opera House, the actualisation of the
concept and the fact that it has perhaps become the
iconic building in Australia Nonetheless, everyone
who performs there says that the Sydney Opera House
does not work terribly well. The great design is flawed
for a variety of reasons. Whether because of
bureaucratic bungling or a lack of faith in the architect
the truth is that the architect was not allowed to
completely execute his design.
In that context I thought more than I usually would
about the redevelopment of the National Gallery. It is
imperative that that difficult job is executed properly. It
must be very hard to close down an existing operation
while maintaining some displays, storing a lot of others
and managing all the things that need to be managed, to
which Miss Gould referred, as well as completing the
redevelopment and having the gallery ready for
opening at the right time.

The National Gallery of Victoria can be the most
exciting gallery in the country. Ms Smith has described
well the treasures it holds. As she said, only 5 per cent
of them can be displayed. The redevelopment will
allow the display of 10 per cent of the collections,
which I understand is closer to what we should expect
from a national gallery and closer to what we call world
best practice. So we must welcome and look forward to
the redevelopment.
Given that we are in the middle of the holding of the
Melbourne festival it is impossible to overstate the
National Gallery's importance in the infrastructure of
what we might call the cultural precinct, which also
includes the Playhouse, the Arts Centre and the
Melbourne Concert Hall. I congratulate Sue Nattrass,
the director of the terrific Melbourne festival, which has
marvellous surprises and great delights. One of the
reasons Melbourne festivals are successful is that some
of the physical infrastructure that is needed is already
there, and the National Gallery of Victoria is part of
that. The gallery's redevelopment is welcome for that
reason, too.
I have never met the new chairman of the council of
trustees, Mr Steve Vizard, but it seems to me and to
others on this side of the house that his is a terrific
appointment. Steve Vizard brings to the job flair, wit,
urbanity, an understanding of business practice, and, I
hope, a good way with people. He will need all those
qualities because there will be some problems with the
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redevelopment that will have to be handled with
sensitivity and good judgment. I wish him well in his
appointment, as I do the two new trustees, who are the
subject of clause 5.
It is time society acknowledged that often we try to do
too much with too few. I have often thought of late that
there are not always enough local councillors or enough
members of school councils to enable them to cany out
their endeavours. I am delighted to see the increase in
the number of council members. That is an
acknowledgment of the huge task that lies ahead of
them and their need for assistance in carrying it out.
This is an interesting time for the arts in Australia
Yesterday the Prime Minister appointed a new federal
Minister for the Arts. Every member of this place hopes
that as a Victorian the new minister, Peter McGauran,
will bring to his portfolio a keen appreciation of the arts
in this state. I understand from his comments in today's
media that he has a good understanding of the arts in
his province, which is shared by the Honourable Peter
Hall. I also understand, as Mrs McLean reminds me,
that Mrs McGauran is also a participant in the arts
scene. I hope he brings to his portfolio a passion for the
arts in Victoria, which has such a lively and complete
arts scene that is exemplified not only by the
Melbourne festival but by its comedy festival, theatre
companies, film festival and provincial collections.
Hon. I. J. Cover - And regional festivals.
Hon. C. J. HOGG - Yes, and the regional
festivals. They all provide the underpinning for the arts
in Victoria. That being said, I wish the new members of
the council well. All members of the opposition hope
the redevelopment of the gallery goes as planned.
In conclusion, I was pleased to read in today's
newspaper that the water wall will remain. I am the
only person I know who is not a fan of the water wall.
However, every other Victorian I have met is, so I bow
to popular opinion. I am glad it will stay. The decision
appears to be profoundly popular; and as Mrs McLean
reminds me, it was part of the original plan. We are told
the redevelopment is a true fulfilment of what could
have been the next stage of Sir Roy Grounds's plan.
We all look forward to its successful completion.

Hon. I. J. COVER (Geelong) - It gives me great
pleasure to support the Arts Acts (Amendment) Bill. As
Mrs Hogg said by way of conclusion, it is timely that
we are debating the bill today, given that the plans for
the redevelopment of the National Gallery were
unveiled just yesterday, revealing that the water wall is
to be retained. Miss Gould wondered how the original
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quote of $80 million had blown out to $136 million. It
occurred to me that perhaps the retention of the wall
will cost $56 million, but that remains to be seen!
During the planning discussions there was also
conjecture about whether the Leonard French stained
glass ceiling was to be moved. However, that is also
staying where it is, so positive decisions have been
made that are well supported.
Mrs Hogg said she had not met the new chairman of the
trustees, Steve Vizard I am sure I can organise an
introduction for her, because I have known him for a
number of years. Prior to entering the public arena he
was a corporate lawyer and I had reason to engage his
services - always a favourable thing to do. He is now
the head of his own company and a trustee of the
National Gallery of Victoria. He has also been
appointed one of Geelong's Smart Move ambassadors,
so he is working for Victoria both in Geelong and at the
National Gallery of Victoria. There is no doubt that
Mr Vizard has all the qualities listed by Mrs Hogg, in
addition to his boundless enthusiasm for the arts. He
supports the arts through his own collecting and
through his generous support of galleries such as the
Potter gallery at Melbourne University.
The addition of two trustees will assist the council of
the National Gallery in what will be a challenging and
busy time. As my colleague Ms Smith said, the
challenges involve not only the redevelopment of the
gallery but also the development of another exciting
program, the Museum of Australian Art at Federation
Square.
While considering what lies ahead for the vibrant arts
scene in Victoria it is worth noting that we have
reached this point some 40 years or so after another
Liberal Premier of Victoria, Sir Henry Bolte, first had
the idea of establishing a national gallery. In that light it
is interesting to reflect on the gallery's history while
contemplating its redevelopment. Patrons of the arts
and Labor Party supporters are often seen as closely
aligned, yet it was Premier Bolte in the 1950s who
wanted to see Victoria play an active part in the modern
world His ambition was to see Victoria respected as
the premier state of Australia and to have Melbourne
recognised as the nation's economic and cultural
capital. That might seem at odds with the public
persona of Sir Henry Bolte, given his rural knockabout
background; but he was a great visionary and supporter
of the arts, particularly the National Gallery of Victoria.
One of the first pieces of legislation passed by his
government was the National Art Gallery and Cultural
Centre Bill of 1956. That legislation affirmed his
government's commitment to building a state gallery
and cultural centre on the St Kilda Road site.
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The National Gallery of Victoria is the oldest publicly
owned gallery in the country, having commenced
operations in the early 19th century. In 1956 the
proposal to relocate the gallery to St Kilda Road was
put on the agenda In the book A Quiet Revolution, The
Rise ofAustralian Art 1946-1968, Christopher
Heathcote, who among other things was a senior art
critic for the Age between 1991 and 1994, says that
when Bolte outlined his plans in 1956:

The council is not just loaded up with business people.
Jim Cousins, who until recently was the deputy
chairman and who I imagine has retained that position
since Mr Vizard was appointed, has a business
background but for many years he was also involved in
the art and antique world and has a fme record as a
former chairman of the Geelong Art Gallery - so the
council has broad art experience as well as business
acumen.

... the Age applauded the announcement of the proposal to
relocate the National Gallery of Victoria to Wirth's Park since
a gallery there would be 'a fit and noble building for the
gateway to the city'.

I conclude by returning to the book by Christopher
Heathcote that I mentioned earlier. Mr Heathcote refers
to Henry Bolte when he was Premier of Victoria and
the drive he gave to arts in the state. As I said earlier, I
trust people will also look back on this period in
Victoria's history that saw our arts world and cultural
position enhanced and recognise Victoria's leadership
position, which will remain unassailed for many years
to come. At page 50 ofhis book Mr Heathcote states:

So, 42 years later it is still very much a fit and noble
building and still a gateway to the city. Perhaps people
engaged in debate here in 42 years time will talk about
how the Premier of today was also overseeing visionary
plans to have that same noble building redeveloped at
the gateway to the city.
Although the gallery will be closed and a great deal of
artwork will go into storage, there will still be
opportunities for the people of Victoria to see some of
the works and exhibitions that may have been
earmarked for the National Gallery, but which of course
cannot go there while it is shut, in other places around
Victoria As an honourable member representing
Geelong Province, which has one of the state's regional
art galleries, I can say the people of Geelong look
forward to hosting some of the exhibitions that come to
Geelong, and seeing some of the collections that would
normally come to Melbourne being displayed in
regional Victoria. Therefore, although it may be a
negative that the gallery is closed in Melbourne, it may
be a positive for the people of regional Victoria to have
some of these works brought into their towns. The
trustees will be faced with the challenge not only of
evaluating the work they have to do in redeveloping the
gallery but also of ensuring that the art travels to
various regions of the state.
I have mentioned Steve Vizard as being an excellent
choice, and I am sure with his enthusiasm, creativity
and business acumen he will be a fine chairman of the
council of trustees. I also point out that in her
contribution to the debate Miss Gould was emphasising
the business background of the current trustees who
will be joined by two new appointments. Lest there be
some misapprehension that the council is comprised
entirely of people with a business background, it is
worth mentioning that two current trustees, Dr Alison
Inglis and Professor Jenny Zimmer - one being an art
critic and the other a fine arts academic - are already
bringing their art and arts knowledge to those important
positions.

. .. by the time of Henry Bolte's retirement in 1972 there had
been the construction of 10 regional galleries-

many of which may well host exhibitions and works
from the National Gallery's collection during the period
it is closed and the Victorian Arts Centre in Melbourne-

including the State Theatre and Concert Hall, where
many festival activities take place at present the drawing up of plans for a state am ministry-

which, of course, is now presided over by the
Premierand the founding of the Victorian College of the Arts.

It is worth putting on the record that we had that period
of vision and development in the Victorian arts world
under Sir Henry's leadership and indeed a Liberal
government's leadership. The same thing is occurring
in Victoria today and I look forward to it reaching its
culmination and fulfilment in the completion of the
National Gallery of Victoria redevelopment. I wish the
two new trustees who come on board to join the current
nine all the best in their endeavours to see that through
to completion.

Hon. S. M. NGUYEN (Melbourne West) Essentially the Arts Acts (Amendment) Bill provides
for an expansion of the number of trustees on the
council of the National Gallery of Victoria from 9 to
11, with the number of those directly appointed by the
responsible minister - the Minister for the Arts and
Premier - to increase from 5 to 7 people. The
remainder of the bill addresses some unintended
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consequences arising from the passage of the Public
Sector Management and Employment Act earlier this
year as it concerns the employment status of council or
trustee members.
The terms of the bill have been characterised by the
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly as 'narrow'.
However, following debate in the other chamber, it is
obvious the bill has touched a few raw nerves regarding
the plans to refurbish the existing gallery site in
St Kilda Road and the plans to build the new Museum
of Australian Art on the Federation Square site.
I turn now to staff redundancies. As a labor member of
Parliament my concern obviously reaches out to the
significant number of gallery staff whose employment
will be affected by the structural changes to the gallery.
In my view the National Gallery has a duty of care to
ensure that its staff members who have a strong
attachment and dedication to the arts and who have
developed expert skills in the field are provided
adequate redeployment assistance if they become
redundant as a result of the changes.

In regard to the display of artwork, I understand that
plans are under way to exhibit major works of art
possessed by the National Gallery at the State Library
of Victoria site during the construction and
refurbishment phase. However, the stock of art
possessed by the National Gallery is significantly
larger, including significant Aboriginal works and other
artefacts. Although most of it will be mothballed during
the construction of the new Museum of Australian Art
and the existing gallery's refurbishment, it is my hope
the government will give an assurance that the public
will have access to any of the gallery's works if
required for educational purposes.
Although I welcome the digitisation of the gallery's
collection, the concept ofa 'virtual gallery' is no match
for experiencing the reality of works at a display or an
exhibition.
I refer to the autonomy of the council of trustees. I
express my concern at the apparent encroachment of
the Minister for the Arts and Premier on the direction
and future operation of the National Gallery by
increasing the proportion of government-appointed
representatives on the council from five to seven, or
from 55.5 per cent to 63.6 per cent.
I turn to the future of the gallery. I am sure that with the
completion of the new developments and with the
appointment ofMr Steve Vizard as the chairman of
trustees, the National Gallery of Victoria will go from
strength to strength and continue the trend of providing
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innovative ways for Victorians to access their art
treasures.
Hon. D. McL. DAVIS (East Yarra) - I support this
small but important bill. I also support the contributions
made by a number of other members. It is not my
intention to canvass issues that have been raised
already, but I will comment on the context in which the
bill occurs. It is a time of rising professionalism in arts
and arts management. The bill fits well within that
context. It is a time when not only are the cultural
aspects of the arts important but economic aspects are
also important, particularly visual arts. The National
Gallery of Victoria plays an important part in our lives.
I refer to some of the collections that Wendy Smith
reviewed and discussed and the contributions they
make to the lives of Victorians.
The government has seen fit to successively put
significant amounts of money into this area in order to
strengthen the impact of the arts, visual arts in
particular, on the Victorian economy. That can create
ripples not only in tourism and job creation but also in
the building of an arts industry in Victoria where a
collection of people have the management skills and the
understanding and where these galleries and other
visual arts collections, as well as the arts broadly, make
a significant economic contribution to the Victorian
economy.

In referring to the visual arts, I refer to some figures
from the Arts Marketing Task Force brief on visual arts
audiences in Victoria:
Approximately 42 per cent of the Victorian population aged
14 years and over visited an art gallery in the 12 months to
February 1997. Over that period 14 per cent of Victorians
visited a commercial art or craft gallery in Melbourne or
another capital city, 10 per cent a majorregiona1 gallery, and
15 per cent a small regional art or craft gallery.

There are further figures but that gives a fair
understanding that almost half of the Victorian
population in any given year is visiting a formal gallery
for the visual arts. That demonstrates that this is a
significant area for the Victorian economy overall.

In referring to the number of people employed by
industry I rely on labour force surveys from the
Australian Bureau of Statistics in cultural and
recreational services. In line with those of many
Westem nations the Victorian and Australian
economies are no longer based predominantly on
agriculture and manufacturing. Although these sectors
continue to be important and continue to generate much
in the way of economic activity, and indeed
successively greater value on economic activity, the arts
and other cultural areas of the economy are growing in
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importance generally. According to the ABS survey, in
1987 the number of persons employed full time in
Australia was 88 800; in 1997 it was 127 000 persons.
One can see the sort of shift that is occurring. If one
looks at total employment, which includes part time, by
1997 it was well over 200 000 according to ABS
surveys.
It is not only the employed work force that is important.
The unpaid work force contributes significantly to the
Victorian economy. That includes the people who make
contributions at the gallery and other cultural
institutions in an unpaid capacity. Those people also
contribute to their own understanding and to the
strength of the community in a broader way - for
example, surveys reveal that the number of unpaid
people in cultural institutions may be up to three times
the number of paid persons. Those people deserve
credit. Many of us who occasionally visit the National
Gallery see the significant work that is done by the
unpaid volunteers, the guides who take people around
and explain an area of art or an exhibition in a way that
makes it intelligible and understandable to somebody
who is not a specialist in a particular area.

I also note some of the comments made by Mr Cover
and Mrs Hogg about the energy and credentials of
Steve Vizard as one of the new people on the council of
the National Gallery. The contribution he will bring to
that role is undoubted. There were also comments about
the involvement of the federal government. The federal
government, under Senator Alston, federal Minister for
Communications, the Information Economy and the
Arts, has been generous to the arts in Victoria. I note
the recent announcement of $12 million for regional art
galleries, with which Victoria made significant gains.
Ballarat, Castlemaine, Geelong, Shepparton, Latrobe,
Momington Peninsula and Benalla art galleries have
made significant gains. That will strengthen the cultural
heritage of Victorians in those regional areas. It will
strengthen the economic impact of the arts through both
tourism and the creation of direct employment in some
of those areas.
I note that many honourable members are very fond of
and respect the National Gallery as an institute, other
than in the wider context. One of the measures of that is
the growth in attendances at the National Gallery since
the removal of the entry charge. I quote the word
'spectacular' from the recent annual report.
Attendances have almost doubled from 642533 in
1995-96 to 1 222 731 in 1996-97, far ahead of any
targets and expectations. That again indicates that the
government, with its focus on the economic
significance of this area as well as its tremendous
cultural significance, will move the gallery with its
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current renovations, which have been detailed so well
by previous speakers, into the next century in a way
that respects and builds on our cultural heritage and on
the economic strengths of Victoria.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.

Third reading

Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) leave, I move:

By

That this bill be now read a third time.

I thank honourable members for their contributions to
the debate.
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.

Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.

ROAD SAFETY (FURTHER AMENDMENT)
BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 7 October; on motion of
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and Ports).

Hon. PAT POWER (Jika Jika) - The Road Safety
(Further Amendment) Bill does not require a substantial
debate. However, that should not be taken as an
indication of its lack of importance. The opposition is
happy about the legislation and does not oppose it.
The bill does a number of simple but important things.
Consistent with national uniformity measures the
federal government has established the national
exchange of driver information system known as
NEVDIS, which allows for an exchange of driver
licensing and vehicle registration information across all
states and territories. That is important not only for
management and monitoring but also for ensuring that
we have a regulatory and management system that
meets the demands of consistent national uniformity.
The legislation also addresses what has been a
customary practice where Vicroads has sensibly and
properly cooperated with vehicle manufacturers in
providing data about current ownership, names and
addresses and so on, in the event of vehicle recall. The
government has acknowledged that that practice should
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be formalised, and the legislation does that. The bill

sensibly requires that Vicroads would provide that
information only as a matter of course when the nature
of the vehicle recall relates to a safety issue. All
members of this place would want that to happen so
that if safety problems were discovered in any relatively
new vehicle they can be expeditiously recalled and the
matter rectified.
Another aspect of the legislation about which the
opposition is relaxed is that it clarifies issues about the
demerit point program. Clause 4 adds proposed new
subsections (4C) and (4D) to section 25 of the act. It
makes it clear that a suspension of licence under the
demerit points system is additional to any other period
of licence cancellation or suspension and cannot be
served concurrently. The opposition would obviously
not want to support a circumstance in which demerit
points can be avoided. The legislation means that if a
licence is suspended or cancelled the demerit points are
banked until that suspension or cancellation has
expired.
Clause 5 amends section 92 of the principal act to
enable information to be disclosed for the purposes of
the national exchange of vehicle and driver information
system and to facilitate the provision of information by
Vicroads relating to safety recalls by vehicle
manufacturers. That is sufficient comment for the
opposition to indicate its support for the legislation. It
acknowledges that it will make the operation of
NEVDIS possible and will ensure that people are
unable to avoid demerit points.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
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Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - I move:
2.

Insert the following new clause to follow clause 12:
'AA. Amendment ofRoad Safety (Amendment) Act 1998
(1)

In section 2(3) of the Road Safety
(Amendment) Act 1998, for" 1 February 1999"
substitute "1 March 2000".

(2)

In section 11 (1) of the Road Safety
(Amendment) Act 1998, in paragraph (aXii) of
proposed new sub-section (3) to be substituted
for sub-section (3) of section 7 of the Road
Safety Act 1986, for "office" substitute
"offence". '.

Earlier the house passed the Road Safety (Amendment)
Bill. The proclamation date was to be 1 February 1999
at the latest. Its main provisions were to bring about
changes to national terminology in the Road Safety Act.
It was drafted on the basis that it should be enforced
before the existing regulations were sunsetted on
8 February 1999.
Clause 7 of the Road Safety (Further Amendment) Bill
contains a safety net provision to extend the regulation
sunset to 1 March 2000 unless sooner revoked.
However, it has been pointed out that issues arising
from the public consultation period may not be
satisfactorily resolved by 8 February 1999. As a result,
if the act is amended by the national uniformity
provisions of the Road Safety (Amendment) Act but
the existing regulations are kept in force there will be a
problem with incompatibility between the Road Safety
Act and the regulations. To avoid the problem, the
Road Safety (Amendment) Act should be amended to
change its default commencement date to 1 March
2000.

Committed.

Committee
Clause 1 agreed to.
Clause 2

Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - I move:
1.

Clause 2, line 12, after "T' insert ", 13".

The amendment adds an additional figure, 13, as a
result of changes to dates for the cessation of the
regulations.
Amendment agreed to; amended clause agreed to; clauses
3 to 12 agreed to.
New clause

Hon. PAT POWER (Jika Jika) - The opposition
accepts the need for the new clause for administrative
pwposes.
New clause agreed to.
Long title
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - I move:
3.

Long title, after "1986" insert ", the Road Safety
(Amendment) Act 1998".

This merely makes an insertion into the long title of the
bill to take account of the Road Safety (Amendment)
Bill which was debated and passed earlier this sessional
period.
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Amendment agreed to; amended long title agreed to.
Reported to house with amendments, including amended
long title.

Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.

BAIL (AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 7 October; motion of
Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small Business).

Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) The opposition does not oppose the Bail (Amendment)
Bill. The Bail Act applies to different offences in
different ways and caters for different crimes. In
particular, the test for bail differs for certain serious
crimes. The following tests apply to charges concerning
the trafficking and importation of drugs.
Under state law the importation of a trafficable quantity
of narcotic drugs requires a court to refuse bail unless
the person shows cause why his or her detention is not
justified. The bill deals specifically with the
'shows-cause' aspect.
The second test is that a person who is charged under
state law with trafficking or cultivating a drug of
dependence is required to satisfy the court that there are
exceptional circumstances justifying release of that
person. The 'exceptional circumstances' aspect is the
other important part of the bill.
Under the commonwealth Customs Act the provision
of bail faces a lesser test for a person charged with the
importation of narcotic goods. The bill brings the test
for the granting of bail for a person charged with the
importation of narcotic goods into line with that
applying to a person charged with trafficking - that is,
he or she must demonstrate 'exceptional
circumstances' .
The issue of bail is important in the criminal justice
system and to the way a person is seen by the
community to be held in the eyes of the law. Under the
criminal justice system a person is presumed innocent
until proven guilty. Bail provides the opportunity for a
person to put his or her case on why he or she should
not be in custody but out in the community. The bill
deals with trafficking offences where the importation of
large amounts of drugs, called commercial quantities, is
involved. It is justifiable to apply a stricter test for those
accused of trafficking hard drugs. That test is the
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appropriate' exceptional circumstances' test where an
accused can prove that because of exceptional
circumstances he or she should not be in prison.
The bill tightens up the bail conditions for traffickers of
drugs. The community needs to deal with the drug
problem effectively. The Penington report was a great
step forward in that it highlighted issues surrounding
drugs and examined ways of dealing with drugs as a
serious problem in the community. We need to adopt
more of the recommendations in that report. Harm
minimisation must be the goal in what we do, certainly
within this house, but also within the community. The
government has gone down the track of dealing with
the end users of drugs, especially the first-time users, in
that they are required to undertake counselling and
other treatment rather than have a criminal offence
recorded. That action assists to reduce drug taking
within the community.
In those instances it is important to understand that
simply because a user may be picked up for the first
time it does not necessarily mean that that was the first
time the person had used drugs; it may simply be the
first time he or she has been caught. But it is important
to put programs in place to change the way people view
drug use. Those programs should sound a warning to
drug users that they should change their ways.

If the drug trafficking trade is reduced, the need for the
bail requirements proposed in the bill will be lessened.
We need to go further. We should rernove the financial
benefit gained by people importing drugs. Conservative
governments have difficulty taking that step - for
example, the proposed heroin drug trial in Canberra
was scuttled by the Roward government. I believe
programs like that should be implemented because they
would reduce the incidence of crime and have the
flow-on effect of reducing the need for the provisions
set out in this bill.
The importation of narcotic drugs is a serious issue
because drug addiction touches all our lives. It may
mean that our house and contents insurance is
increased. I was talking to the owner of a large new
house in Delahey, a new estate on the outskirts of
Melbourne, who told me that the two houses next to his
had recently been burgled. Burglaries of this kind are
normally associated with drug addicts who need to steal
goods to feed their drug habit. It is a vicious circle: the
money ends up in the pockets of drug traffickers and it
then becomes part of organised crime syndicates
throughout Australia It is a concern for communities
such as those at Delahey that have to put up with
burglaries by people who steal money and goods to
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feed their drug addiction. There must be a better way to
deal with this problem.
It is obvious that putting people in cells and throwing
away the key does not work. There is a continuing
debate among members of the government about the
measures taken by the Victoria Police in the
Broadmeadows police district. The police have
expanded that policy throughout Victoria and I believe
the Broadmeadows police district has adopted a similar
policy with hard drugs. The harm minimisation
program is extremely important in telling drug users
that they should not use drugs.
It is a difficult issue for conservative governments
because their view of crime and punishment is
different. Nevertheless, we have to deal with this issue
because the trafficking of hard drugs is a growth area
for organised crime both in Australia and overseas.
The drug bust off the coast of New South Wales in the
past week is an example of the amount ofhard drugs
flowing into this country. I understand 400 kilograms of
heroin was being illegally imported by a ship and that
some 18 or 19 people were arrested. Unfortunately, it is
only the tip of the iceberg. It is like the Titanic, which
collided only with the tip of the iceberg. I understand
the drugs came from the Golden Triangle located in
South-East Asia and largely centred in Thailand. It is
almost an autonomous region with its own government.
Its regions are controlled by war lords who are
extremely rich and who have strong global networks.
Heroin from the Golden Triangle first travels to China
where it is shipped around the world by Chinese Triad
gangs from Hong Kong.
This measure provides that the courts must be satisfied
that exceptional circumstances exist before bail is
granted to persons charged with drug importation
offences. The opposition agrees with that position.
Organised crime is making a fortune out of the misery
and pain of young people. I believe one way of dealing
with the drug problem is to hit the drug traffickers hard
If that means they have to undertake a more difficult
test for bail, so be it. This is a global issue and the
legislation deals with the after-effects of a person
caught in Australia trafficking drugs, but it does not
help us to get the Mr and Mrs Bigs of the world - the
people behind the drug trade. I understand drug
syndicates are compartmentalised and work in such a
way that people on different rungs do not know others
above or below them - for example, the captain of the
ship that dropped the drugs off the coast of New South
Wales would not know the people for whom he was
transporting the drugs or even the people to whom he
was delivering them in Australia
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Sitting suspended 6.30 p.m. until 8.03 p.m.

Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - The Bail
(Amendment) Bill is important when considering the
effects on our community oflast week's 400-kilogram
drug bust. Given that the price of heroin is as low as
$15 a cap, the bust will not have much of an effect on
heroin prices in Australia So many drugs are available
that what has been confiscated will soon be replaced.
The body of organised crime that was transporting the
drugs to Australia took the same calculated risk of the
shipment being discovered as it always takes, but in the
long term the benefit to them is much greater than the
cost of a single drug bust.
The bill will assist in keeping in gaol people who are
apprehended on drug charges, and it will make skipping
bail much harder. The opposition supports the proposal
to deal more harshly with people accused of trafficking
in drugs. The requirement that a court must be satisfied
that exceptional circumstances exist before bail can be
granted shows how severely the house considers those
involved in the importation of drugs should be dealt
with. The only way to deal with drug trafficking is to
remove the financial rewards available to bodies of
organised crime and to find effective mechanisms to
diminish their power and influence. After I referred to
the Golden Triangle that takes in Thailand, Burma and
Laos, Mr Walpole told me that in the main the drugs
come out of Burma, which I was not aware of. That
trafficking must be dealt with globally.
We will never be rid of the scourge of drug trafficking
because of the amount of money involved, but we must
make it hard for people to escape the law, especially
once they are apprehended and behind bars awaiting
trial. Greater emphasis must be put on getting the
people at the top of the organisation rather than the foot
soldiers at the bottom. On that basis, the opposition
does not oppose the bill.

Hon. R H. BOWDEN (South Eastern) - In
supporting the Bail (Amendment) Bill I congratulate
the government on taking a positive step to further
strengthen the state's laws to ensure that those who
traffic in and market illicit drugs are given a harder time
for bringing that scourge on our community. I
wholeheartedly support the sentiment behind the bill,
which is to protect our society from the effects of the
widespread use of narcotic substances.
I congratulate all those in the law enforcement and
customs agencies who played a role in last week's
highly successful interception of a major shipment of
drugs off the New South Wales coast in which more
than 400 kilograms of heroin was seized. Although,
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sadly, that may be only a small proportion of the total
quantity of drugs entering the country, it is at least a
partial victory, involving a huge loss of money and a
heavy penalty for the purveyors of those dreadful
substances. Again, I congratulate all those involved in
preventing drugs entering the country for illegal trade.
Granting bail is an important aspect of the court
process. Having been a justice of the peace since 1981
and a bail justice since the first intake some years ago, I
may be one of the few members of the house with
practical experience in the hearing and granting of bail
applications. Refusing to grant bail is an important step
because it deprives a person of his or her liberty. A
decision not to grant bail can signal to the community at
large that a serious matter is involved.

Read second time.

Third reading
Hon. LOUISE AS HER (Minister for Small
Business) - By leave, I move:
That this bill be now read a third time.

I thank Mr Nardella and Mr Bowden for their
contributions to the debate.
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.

Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.

I am pleased to note that the bill's intention is to ensure
there is no loophole between the charging and
apprehending of people under commonwealth law and
the charging of people with illegally importing
narcotics under state legislation. The bill requires that
the court hearing a bail application must be satisfied
that exceptional circumstances exist before granting
bail under the Commonwealth Customs Act 190 1. It is
therefore not optional and not open to interpretation in
anyway.
The Victorian regime is sound and has worked well.
When on a number of occasions over recent years I
have handled bail hearings involving trafficable
amounts of narcotics, I have taken the interpretation of
the Victorian statutes seriously and in most cases not
granted bail. The bill aims to ensure that
commonwealth and state legislation is strong and
harmonious and that courts are aware that trafficking in
narcotics and illegal drugs will not be tolerated.
Offenders should be aware that right from the
beginning, from the arrest phase to the bail phase and
through to the trial phase, legal processes will be firmly,
fairly and impartially applied.
The state government will maintain its emphasis on
education to prevent drug abuse as well as its strong
commitment to rehabilitation, and it will continue to
ensure penalties are enforced. All three aspects are
essential to ensuring that the drug scourge in Victoria is
limited as much as possible.
It is good to see the strong, clear link between bail
regulations and bail hearings involving narcotic goods.
The bill is an illustration of Victoria's contribution to
the fight against drugs. Victoria is again showing the
way.
Motion agreed to.

CRIMES (AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 7 October; motion of
Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small Business).

Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) The opposition has serious concerns about the Crimes
(Amendment) Bill. It supports two of the measures it
contains, but not the third. The opposition will in the
main support bills such as this, but in this case it finds it
difficult because of the implications in the bill.
As I said, the Crimes (Amendment) Bill has three

specific measures. The first relates to loitering offences
by sex offenders, which the opposition has no major
concerns with. The second relates to contaminated
goods offences and makes changes in line with the
national model legislation, which is an important
development that the opposition does not oppose. The
third measure involves changes to section 360A of the
Crimes Act, which deals with the powers of courts to
order the provision of legal aid to ensure fair trials. The
bill will not guarantee a fair trial; instead it will achieve
the reverse, which is of concern.
The opposition supports the need to protect the
community from people gratifying their sexual needs
by loitering around kindergartens, schools or anywhere
young people gather during the day or night. Members
of the opposition are concerned to protect vulnerable
young people in our community, and that is why we
support any measures that seek to do so.
Much of the bill is based on the work done by the
all-party former Crime Prevention Committee under the
chairmanship ofMr Ken Smith. Perverts and deviants
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hanging around kindergartens or primary and
secondary schools trying to satisfy their sexual needs by
being close to or procuring young children were of
major concern to the committee. Mr Smith and I heard
many stories about the problems they caused
throughout Victoria, and legislation designed to deal
with those problems was enacted in 1993. The bill
strengthens its provisions by increasing the penalty for
those types of offences from a one-year maximum term
of imprisonment to a two-year maximum, and the
relevant frnes are also increased. Serious sex offenders
as defined in the Sentencing Act also come under the
bill's ambit.
It is important that Parliament protect vulnerable young
people in our society from deviants who can ruin their
lives. Some would say children need protection not
only from people loitering outside schools or
kindergartens but also from people within those
institutions, including private and public schools, who
should not be there. Victoria has come a long way in
exposing such problems within its school communities,
but there is still a long way to go. Various institutions
continue attempting to deal with those matters
internally rather than bringing them to the notice of the
police. I urge those institutions to do the right thing.
It is important for the young people who have been
abused to get some justice. It is also important to make
sure it does not occur again. The government has the
onerous responsibility of ensuring it does not occur
again either outside or within the schools or
kindergartens.
The opposition has welcomed many measures that have
been put in place in this area of concern. The bill alters
the loitering laws to correct an anomaly caused by bad
drafting of the provision dealing with how to determine
whether a person is a previous sex offender. Apparently
section 46 of the Crimes Act was section 48 before the
1991 changes; that was not picked up in the legislative
changes in 1993, as I understand it, and the bill now
closes the loophole.
As I said, this area of the bill increases the maximum
gaol terms, and the term for a serious sexual offence
has been increased to five years. The opposition has no
concerns about and welcomes that change.
The second change relates to contamination of goods.
In 1997 the produce of Amott's Biscuits was threatened
with contamination and the company was affected
markedly. A similar incident occurred more recently
with Sanitarium products and the company withdrew its
goods from the shelves. It acted responsibly; it was the
only way it could respond to the threats until it was safe
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to put the goods on the shelves again. The companies
had to pay a penalty for trying to safeguard the
community, and they lost sales as well. They gained
public admiration, but that does not replace the
financial losses they experienced. Deliberate
contamination causes an immense problem for
companies that produce food and deal in perishable
goods.
The bill updates the offence of contamination of goods
to include goods that are not necessarily for human
consumption, such as toiletries - shampoos, soaps and
so on - the contamination of which can cause severe
problems for people who use them. The losses are just
as bad for companies that manufacture those sorts of
products as they are for food companies. The bill also
amends the definition of 'economic loss' to include loss
caused by the removal of goods from shelves when it is
done to prevent poisoning. That updates the legislation
to keep up with changes in our society.
One of the problems with this type oflegislation is that,
good as it might be, ultimately there is a need to catch
the culprits who are contaminating the goods. If they
are caught they can be taken to task, but in many
instances that has not occurred, so the companies
affected have no redress for the economic losses
resulting from their removal of consumer goods from
the shelves. Sometimes it is just impossible to get any
redress from people who have no assets or income
when the companies' losses run into tens, hundreds or
millions of dollars. However, the provision is a good
step that the opposition supports.
The third part of the bill, which the opposition will
oppose in the committee stage, deals with changes to
section 360 of the Crimes Act. The minister said in his
second-reading speech:
The bill will give effect to the government's justice policy
objective of refonning the criminal justice system to ensure
that it is accessible, efficient and cost effective, and that it has
the confidence of the public.

This bill does nothing of the sort. In fact, it takes away
rights that defendants currently have in the Victorian
criminal justice system. Just as bad is the fact that it
removes the discretion Victorian judges have used to
protect accused persons in cases where there may be a
lack of balance in the criminal proceedings.
It will be interesting to see how the government
justifies this removal of rights. Its words about creating
efficiencies and productivity and all that type of
economic rationalist jargon do not change the fact that
the amendment will diminish the rights of accused
persons. It will mean that in effect the judges will not
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have control of the court system but Victoria Legal Aid
will detennine the appropriate representation for the
accused.
This situation arises as a result of the Dietrich case,
which gave rise to the Dietrich principle. Under the
Dietrich principle, which was established by the High
Court, a court can make a pennanent stay of
proceedings where it cannot guarantee a fair trial
because of the absence of legal representation for the
accused In Victoria, in response to that decision section
360A of the Crimes Act vests power in a judge to
compel Victoria Legal Aid to provide legal
representation for an accused person to ensure a fair
trial.
However, in certain circumstances judges have been
forced to make orders that specify the identity and level
of representation of the accused to ensure a fair trial.
For instance, where trials have collapsed on three or
four occasions through no fault of the accused - there
may have been a mistrial or some problem in the trial
itself - obviously it is necessary that the legal
representation remain the same. Trials become so
complex that for Victoria Legal Aid to simply sack the
solicitors jeopardises fairness.
Similarly in high profile cases where the Director of
Public Prosecutions determines that a Queen's Counsel
and a junior is appropriate to prosecute the case, it
cannot be a fair trial if Victoria Legal Aid funds only a
single junior barrister to defend the accused. We need
to understand that this bill takes away the discretion of
judges to ensure a fair trial. There have been cases
where there have been mistrials, but Victoria Legal Aid
will be the sole detenninant of who is to be allowed to
represent an accused.
An accused could go through two or three complicated
trials represented by a solicitor and a couple of
barristers. Then when a critical trial is reached Victoria
Legal Aid can say it no longer wants the solicitor and
barristers to represent the accused and will put up a
junior barrister against a QC and one of his or her
juniors. That is not what a fair trial should be about.

In an economic sense it does not mean the system will
be any better. If fair trials are not pennitted within the
state court system one thing will occur - the trials will
be prolonged The cases will then be appealed to the
High Court and it will cost Victorian taxpayers even
more money. People should be given a fair trial under
the same rules. When a person's liberty is threatened it
is important that he or she has a fair trial. We cannot
have a society where fair trials are not part of the legal
landscape, or where they get thrown out the window to
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ensure that the system is efficient and cost effective,
using the words of the minister. It may be efficient and
cost effective, but it is wrong if injustices are inherently
built into the criminal justice system, particularly if they
weigh heavily in favour of the prosecution. The state
has unlimited funds in these cases. It has the ability to
support and fund its cases way beyond an individual's
economic circumstances, and certainly beyond those of
Victoria Legal Aid. It is wrong to include any provision
that will take away people's rights. The bill will prevent
judges from making orders, so the court will be
effectively controlled by Victoria Legal Aid
Honourable members intel'jecting.

Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - Honourable members
opposite are saying it will not. Then why put these
provisions into the bill?
Hon. W. R. Barter - That is not what they say.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - Of course it is not
what they say. The provisions in the bill were proposed
by Victoria Legal Aid.
Hon. W. R. Baxter - But not to do what you are
alleging.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - Yes, they are. Leaked
minutes of Victoria Legal Aid have revealed these
changes were drafted by its managing director, Mr Rob
Cornall, and the general manager ofVLA's grants
division, Ms Jane Macdonnell. They are acting on
behalf of the interests of the government in a way that
they perceive as dealing with these matters. In fact, they
will take away the rights of the accused It is not
unusual for this government to take away the rights of
accused people. It is not unusual for it to take away
rights and benefits from victims of crime. It does that
consistently. In this case it goes even further.
The Attorney-General has simply taken at face value
the bureaucrats' amendments and has ignored their
impact on the courts. She is now seeking to put Comall
and Macdonnell, the two bureaucrats, above judges in a
determination of whether a fair trial can be assured.
Hon. W. R. Baxter - What a lot of rubbish!
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - It is not rubbish. All
you need to do is read the particular provisions in the
bill.
Hon. W. R. Baxter - I have; I just read them
again.

CRIMFS (AMENDMEN1) BaL
136

COUNCIL

Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - That is good, and keep
on reading them because it takes you a little time to
understand. However, if you were in a position where
you had no money, you had used up all your assets and
found yourself at the mercy of Victoria Legal Aid, at
the mercy of Cornall and Macdonnell, you would
quickly discover that the justice system is not fair.
However, there is a safety valve. The safety valve is the
High Court, a process outside this Parliament and
independent of the ViA, the minister and the
government. It does not take away from the position
that the government is again attacking the rights of
individuals and the accused. That is of concern to the
opposition. The opposition will strenuously defend the
right of judges to have discretion in these matters.
The opposition supports most of the provisions
contained in the bill. It opposes only clause 6, which
concerns the conditions under which the VLA can fund
legal representation. There have to be checks and
balances within the legislation, as the government has
outlined. However, the provision takes away the
discretion of judges. Opposition members have spoken
on a number of bills supporting the discretion of judges
in determining these matters. There are other ways of
dealing with vexatious litigants. The bill will take away
the discretion of the judge to give fair and equitable
legal representation to the accused.
Honourable members should put themselves in the
position of an accused person. Although you know you
are innocent, you have the full weight of the state
against you, including experienced QCs and their
juniors. If you want a fair trial you have to rely on the
discretion of the judge. Judges are in a good position to
work through the economic and personal aspects of the
accused It is important that they retain that discretion
within the criminal justice system.
The bill is about the government saving money, but
justice will not be served if it goes down that path. The
opposition supports the measures on loitering and
contamination of goods but does not support the
ordering of legal aid, the removal of people's rights and
the removal of the discretion of a judge to award legal
aid on the same basis, level, pay and representation as
the state provides which will take away the liberty of an
accused person. The opposition will oppose that
provision during the committee stage.
Hon. P. A. KATSAMBANIS (Monash) - I
support the Crimes (Amendment) Bill and will put the
record straight about one of the elements it contains.
The bill amends three parts of the Crimes Act, the first
being that ofloitering by sex offenders in the proximity
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of schools, kindergartens and child-care centres. The
second refers to the contamination of goods and the
third refers to the provision of legal aid in some
circumstances in Victoria
Amendments made to section 60B of the Crimes Act
about loitering by sex offenders are welcome. It is
pleasing to hear that the opposition does not oppose that
provision. It is clear that when the section was inserted
in the act in 1993 it was intended to be a deterrent for
those types of sexual offenders who have a propensity
towards paedophiliac activity. It was made clear that
the Victorian community did not welcome such
individuals, and I concur with Mr Nardella's
contribution in his colourful language. Such persons are
of bad character and it was decided that the community
would not tolerate such people loitering without
reasonable cause near or in school grounds,
kindergartens, child-care centres or any other public
places frequented by children.
The current drafting of the act makes the section
applicable only to those who have been found guilty of
certain sexual offences from 1991 onwards. It was clear
that the intention of the government in 1993 was that
the section should apply to people who had committed
such sexual offences regardless of the time they
committed them. The offences could have been
committed in 1980, 1991, 1993 or whenever and they
should no longer rely on the technical nature of the
provisions of the Crimes Act that have been converted
from one section to another. The provision ensures that
those offenders who have been convicted and found
guilty of sex-related offences, irrespective of when
those offences took place, whether it be in Victoria or
another state or territory, be precluded from loitering
without any reason or excuse near schools,
kindergartens, child-care centres or other places that
children frequent.
The entire community of Victoria welcomes such a
provision, which continues to ensure that the
government looks after the interests of the community,
children and young people who may fall prey to such
individuals.
The second part of the bill refers to the contamination
of goods. Unfortunately last year there was a high
profile incident at the Amott's biscuit factory when an
individual decided to contaminate goods and create
public alarm. As a result, the Standing Committee of
Attorneys-General introduced a model throughout the
nation to protect the public against such events. As a
result of the findings of that committee's working party
Victoria has now decided to repeal section 248 and
introduce in its place the new model section that will
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apply throughout Australia to ensure that the same rules
apply because many corporations, and in particular
Amott's in 1997, are subject to such threats. Many
corporations operate well beyond the boundaries of any
one state.
The main changes in the new provision are that the
definition of goods will be extended to include all types
of goods regardless of whether they are destined for
human consumption. Goods that are destined for
human consumption are currently covered. In the cases
that have arisen in Australia so far most contamination
has been related to goods destined for human
consumption. There have been cases overseas,
especially in the United Kingdom, where activists have
decided to contaminate toiletries or cosmetics to further
their particular causes, which may, for example, relate
to goods being tested on animals. Another instance
involves the contamination of petrol, either making it
more explosive or for some other reason that was not
intended. Although that does not relate to human
consumption such contamination can clearly be
harmful. The bill ensures that tampering with any
goods, regardless of whether they are for human
consumption, is illegal and will be dealt with as a
crime.
The amendment provides that economic loss will
include both the steps taken to avoid any public harm
and anxiety or any steps taken to avoid actual harm to
members of the public. Corporations that suffer
economic loss as a result of tampering with their goods
will have the ability to use the provisions to recover
economic losses by both alerting the public to the alann
and also the economic loss caused to them when trying
to avoid real harm to members of the pUblic.
Mr Nardella mentioned that, unfortunately, in many
circumstances the economic loss may never be
recovered because the person committing the crime
may be impecunious. That happens frequently in
society. People do not have the funds to repay the
losses, and there is not much one can do about it. The
bill further provides that where a corporation suffers a
loss it can institute a process of recovery depending on
the depth of the pockets of the defendant. The measure
is consistent with the government's commitment to
providing a safer place for all Victorians and to ensure
there are adequate provisions in place so that if people
decide to indulge in criminal behaviour by tampering
with goods offered for sale to the public the justice
system can deal with them.

The third measure is the provision of legal aid It
amends section 360A of the Crimes Act. That section
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was introduced in 1993 in response to a decision taken
in the High Court in the case of Dietrich v. The Queen.
Basically, the provision enables the County Court or
Supreme Court to order Victoria Legal Aid to provide
assistance to an accused person if the court is satisfied
that the trial would be unfair if the accused did not have
legal representation and also that the accused were
unable to afford such legal representation. The elements
of that provision are maintained by the amendments
introduced by the government. It is unfortunate that
Mr Nardella misinterprets the effects of the provision.
He argues that in some way the bill removes the rights
of defendants or the discretion of judges.
I direct Mr Nardella's attention to clause 6 and ask:
who has the power to make an order under section
360A? It is not Victoria Legal Aid because the
discretion stays with the court. The court is the body
empowered to make an order under section 360A of the
Crimes Act about legal representation in Dietrich-type
cases when they come before the County or Supreme
courts. That discretion stays with the court, which is
able to order effective legal representation where it
believes it would be unfair for the accused not to have
legal representation and where the accused cannot
afford such legal representation.
The bill changes the way those orders operate. First and
foremost, it ensures that the court can have regard to
any type of conduct, either vexatious or unreasonable,
on the part of the accused. Unfortunately, we have seen
cases where the accused person uses his or her own
funds to bring a large number of preliminary
applications as a tactic to delay the trial or the day of
reckoning, often hoping that witnesses, either through
the effiuxion oftime, natural causes or for other
reasons, will become unavailable to give evidence. On
any view that is an attempt to delay the legal process.
Often those people spend all their funds. Dare I say it:
there may well be cases where the opportunities to
delay hearings have frittered away an accused's funds
until nothing is left for legal representation.
This amending legislation rightfully gives the court that is, the judge - the power to take those
circumstances into account. The Victorian community
welcomes this sort of provision because legal aid is
provided from Victorian taxpayers' funds. It is not a
magic pudding that mysteriously appears.
Honourable members interjecting.

Bon. P. A. KATSAMBANIS - Accused persons
should not go out and use delaying tactics in the court
process. They should not be able to spend thousands of
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their own dollars to circumvent having their trials
brought on at the right time and then - a few years
down the track when, hopefully for them, some
witnesses may have disappeared, passed away or gone
interstate or overseas, or circumstances may have
changed to the benefit of the accused - tell the court,
'We cannot afford to pay silks for two or three years;
we need to use legal aid'. Victorian taxpayers would
see that as a misuse of their funds. In that case a
discretion is given to the judge. That should answer
Mr Nardella's concern because he said such a
discretion is removed from a judge.
The discretion lies fully with the judge in the
circumstance that such challenges are regarded as
vexatious. Judges are the best people to determine such
cases; they have been given guidelines and the
community would surely welcome the fact that its legal
aid dollars will be targeted to the people who really
need it Money does not grow on trees. IfMr Nardella
wants to talk about efficiencies I can tell him that the
idea behind such efficiencies is to provide a legal aid
service for Victorians who need it The funds should
not be squandered on people who can afford to pay for
their own defence.
Bon. D. A. Nardella -

We agree.

Bon. P. A. KATSAMBANIS - Then you must
support the bill, Mr Nardella The burden of proof in
Dietrich-type cases lies with the accused. He or she
should say to the court, 'Here I am; I am presenting a
case on why I cannot afford legal representation'. That
individual is best placed to highlight his or her own
circumstances. The onus should not be on Victoria
Legal Aid to disprove that that individual does not have
the funds. Guilt or innocence is to be determined later,
but if people comes to the court with clean hands they
should be able to present their financial position to the
court and say, 'Here it is; these are my circumstances'.
The judge will have full discretion to determine such
cases, but the burden of proof is on the accused to prove
he or she cannot afford legal representation.
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control of the accused. Such property belonging to
accused persons is to be taken into account when the
court determines their true financial position. The
Victorian community would welcome that provision.
The last thing it wants is for supposedly smart people to
be funnelling funds away so they do not use their own
funds but rely on the largesse of the Victorian
community. This provision ensures the court can cut
through those sorts of legal positions and determine the
true financial position of an accused.
Further, the bill contains a provision that the court may
not impose conditions relating to the identity, number
or representation of persons representing the accused.
Bon. D. A. Nardella - You mean 'remuneration'.
You said 'representation'. Does that take away the
discretion of the judge?
Bon. P. A. KATSAMBANIS - Mr Nardella takes
issue with this provision, which simply reserves the
common-law provision that applies to all other states. It
also places people who are providers of legal aid under
section 360A of the Crimes Act - that is, the Dietrich
provisions - in exactly the same situation as all other
people who are provided legal aid in Victoria In other
words, they must abide by the guidelines for the
provision of legal aid They cannot hire four Queen's
Counsel with many junior barristers; they will be put on
the same level playing field as every other accused
person in Victoria who avails himself or herself of the
legal aid provisions.

The bill also extends the defmition of property owned
by the accused. It incorporates the defmitions that have
recently been brought into place in the compensation
legislation which allows the courts to cut through the
legal fixtures. It allows a court to determine a person's
real fmancial position. People cannot hide behind
partners, spouses, offshore companies or trust account
structures.

They will not be able to get some form of super justice
over and above those other conditions. That is what the
provision does. It ensures the same opportunities are
afforded to every single accused person who takes
advantage of or is offered legal aid, irrespective of
whether it is given to them under section 360A of the
Crimes Act through a court order or whether they
qualify formally under the normal processes applying to
Victoria Legal Aid. The community welcomes that
provision because it will ensure the appropriate level of
representation is provided to everyone who seeks legal
aid and that the right level oflegaI aid is available. It
creates equality among all people who seek the
assistance oflegal aid The provisions ensure our legal
system continues to be accessible and provides
efficiencies so that the legal aid budget can provide
legal aid for those people who really need it and not for
those intelligent people who manipulate the system to
their best advantage.

The bill provides the opportunity for the court to delve
into the real fmancial circumstances of people and to
determine what properties are under the effective

By introducing this provision the government indicates
it does not support people who manipulate the legal aid
system to take advantage of the largesse of the
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Victorian community and that it supports those people
who legitimately require legal aid services. On that
basis, I commend the bill to the house.

Hon. C. A. FURLETTI (Templestowe) - I am
pleased to support the Crimes (Amendment) Bill. I
congratulate Mr Katsambanis for his contribution to the
debate, particularly the way he cut through the
opposition ofMr Nardella to the provisions relating to
the Legal Aid Act. Mr Katsambanis' contribution has
left me with little to comment on, but I will add just a
few points. An article in the Herald Sun of
12 September headed 'Call to toughen loiter law'
states:
A Supreme Court judge says the Kennett government should
toughen its most controversial law against child-sex
offenders.
Justice Frank Vincent, head of the parole board, said the
one-year maximum jail sentence for sex offenders caught
loitering in schools seemed too low.

In contrast, thieves loitering in schools with intent to steal
face a two-year maximum sentence.

This bill addresses those concerns. In the same
newspaper on the same day Andrew Bolt wrote an
article that raises an interesting question. The article
entitled 'Men who lie in wait' states:
Last year, 16 sex offenders were charged with loitering,
including a man who had earlier raped two children and
attacked several others.
When arrested again outside a primary school, he told police
he had planned to rape a young boy.
What should we do with men like that?
Keep the law that lets them walk completely free injust a
year or less'?
Or change it so ajudge can force them to take two years of
needed treatment?
What would be best -

for our children?

I add, 'and our community'.
The bill takes us a step further to what the community
demands in such instances. It makes some technical
amendments to the Crimes Act. It is ironic to say the
least that an anomaly exists that simply because of a
renumbering of sections in the previous act the
intention of the law cannot be implemented. The bill
seeks to amend the Crimes Act by broadening it and by
referring to specific sections that are currently referred
to in section 60B. The anomaly arises because specific
sections through the passage of time are different from
the original sections. The intention of the Crimes Act is
that a sexual offender who has offended at any time
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should be subject to the provisions of the Crimes Act.
Because of the anomaly I have mentioned, if someone
committed the offence of rape before 1991 that offence
could not be held as a sexual offence because of the
way the Crimes Act is currently worded.
The bill clarifies and expands the category of offences
that fall within the category of sexual offences,
particularly by including what I call parts of schedule 8
offences - the forensic sample offences which were
introduced late last year. Rather than specifically
referring to offences under certain sections of the act,
the offences are broadened to those set out in clauses 8,
9,10 and 12 of schedule 8. The amendment also
includes new offences in the defmition of sexual
offences, particularly crimes under the Prostitution
Control Act and its regulations involving children.
Also significant is the increase in the maximum penalty
for summary offences under section 60B from one year
to two years of imprisonment. However, for serious sex
offences the penalty is increased to a maximum of five
years imprisonment. Although it is a minor amendment,
it will have a significant deterrent effect on people such
as those referred to by Andrew Bolt in his article.
The second minor but significant area is the amendment
to the Crimes Act by the abolition of section 248 and
the introduction of a new model provision that will be a
model for the whole of Australia The amendment was
appropriately addressed by Mr Katsambanis in terms of
the expansion and redefinition of contamination and the
redefinition of goods. As indicated by earlier speakers,
the previous provision was restrictive in that goods
were described as goods for human consumption. The
amendment will extend the definition to include goods
for human consumption and other goods that humans
use. Mr Katsambanis gave the example of petrol. It is
significant that damage no longer has to occur; people
can be charged with threatening to contaminate goods.
As Mr Katsambanis explained in his contribution, the
purpose of the term 'economic loss' as a factor in
creating an offence is significant. If there is an assertion
that goods may be contaminated, it may impose on
shopkeepers, manufacturers, distributors or warehouses
enormous costs for recall, and in some instances
destruction.
The amendment is directed as much at avoiding public
alarm or anxiety as it is at avoiding public harm and
deterring people from purchasing or consuming
contaminated products or making profits from them.
Finally, the bill amends section 360A of the Crimes
Act. In his usual style Mr Nardella delivered a diatribe,
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commenting inaccurately on significant facts. He said
that people's rights will be reduced and that judges will
not have control of the court system. He also referred to
Victoria Legal Aid having that control. He gave no
examples; statements were made and left hanging in the
air. I sat, pen in hand, waiting for specifics, but as
always I was disappointed because instead of providing
them he went on to another issue. I hope one day he
will give some details of what he predicts will happen.
By then he might even have been briefed properly.
I will add a brief comment to Mr Katsambanis' s
demolition ofMr Nardella's argument. As the minister
said in her second-reading speech, the most important
aspect is the possibility of a deadlock, based on the
High Court decision in Dietrich's case, which decision
has been explained by Mr Katsambanis and
Mr Nardella In effect it means that if the accused
cannot afford legal representation and will suffer as a
result of that disability, the case must be stayed.
Obviously many people would like to have their cases
stayed indefinitely. It is an appropriate tactic for people
who have limited resources. I will not repeat all that
Mr Katsambanis said, except to reiterate that it is not
difficult to spend a lot of money very quickly in actions
in the Supreme or County courts.

The concept underlying the provision of legal aid is not
that everybody will get the best possible legal
representation for as long as cases take - Hon. D. A. Nardella - No. Under your legal aid
system they get the worst.
Hon. C. A. FURLEITI - I thought that might be
your attitude. That is probably why your government
ran up the debt it did
Hon. D. A. Nardella - You don't want a fair trial,
do you?
Hon. C. A. FURLEITI - Some day Mr Nardella
might explain to us what a fair trial is, but in the
meantime let us get back to basics. Mr Nardella says it
is all about getting a fair go, but I put it to Mr Nardella
that it is all about need and not greed. There are those
who need and should receive legal representation and
assistance; and there are those who abuse the system
and drain it dry, which you allowed to happen in the
10 years of your government of the state.
One of the features of the legislation which has been
retained and which is strongly supported by all
honourable members is that the courts - that is, the
judges - have been left with the discretion of
administering what is in effect government funding.
The court must be satisfied that the conduct of the

Tuesday, 20 October 1998

COUNCIL

accused prior to making an application for legal aid is
such that he or she does not deserve legal aid. The
proposal is to insert proposed section 360A(4)(a) to
provide that:
... if the court is satisfied that, in relation to the trial, the

accused has engaged in vexatious or unreasonable conduct
that has contributed to the accused's inability to afford-

and SO on. It does not refer to Victoria Legal Aid; it
says 'the COurt'. The proposal to transfer the
responsibility so that Legal Aid does not have to prove
that a party can afford legal representation but that the
accused has to prove that he or she cannot afford it is
significant. In my days as a lawyer that was referred to
as piercing the corporate veil. So irrespective of
whether a person has any funds, ifhe or she controls or
has access to funds, which may be held by associates,
companies or trusts, that person will be obliged to
disclose those funds and they will be taken into
account. They are practical and reasonable
propositions.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - We agree.
Hon. C. A. FURLEITI - Mr Nardella says that
friends of the government hide their money. He should
support anything which is not an expression of
economic rationalism but which is designed to stop
people rorting the system.
The only point that was not picked up by
Mr Katsambanis was Mr Nardella's suggestion that
Victoria Legal Aid will determine all aspects of
representation, including whether the party will be
represented Clause 6(f) clearly provides not only that
Victoria Legal Aid does not have that power but that if
it wants to do something about it, it must become a
party to the proceedings by applying to the court.
Mr Nardella has either misread the bill or has not been
briefed appropriately. I suggest that in future he should
be better prepared. The bill is appropriate and I support
it.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.

Committed.

Committee

Clauses 1 to 5 agreed to.
Clause 6
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) - I
move:
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Clause 6, page 8, lines 12 to 16, omit all words and
expressions on these lines.

The opposition opposes that part of clause 6.
Unfortunately Mr Katsambanis and Mr Furletti did not
listen to what I said, which was that the opposition has
a problem with lines 12 to 16 on page 8 - that is,
clause 6(e) - and that they should be omitted. We do
not have a problem with the other parts of the
legislation.
Hon. P. A. Katsambanis - I didn't say that.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - You insinuated that I
said it, but that was never my position. You did not
listen to what I said, which is that the opposition
supports the other aspects of the bill that take into
account vexatious litigation and the provisions under
the Confiscation Act.
Hon. P. A. Katsambanis - You're shifting
ground.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - I am not shifting
ground. The problem is that you hear only what you
want to hear and you attack things you know very little
about. It is unfortunate that although the honourable
member spent all that time in law school he has not
learnt how to listen to people on this side of the house.
Proposed section 360A(4)(e) is of real concern to the
opposition because it takes away the discretion of
judges to ensure fair trials. The discretion that judges
currently have to match the firepower of the defence
with the firepower of the prosecution is being removed.
Victoria will be left with a situation where, under the
panel system the government is putting in place
although an accused will be prosecuted by an
experienced QC and a junior barrister Victoria Legal
Aid will be able to appoint only a junior barrister to
defend him or her. That is what proposed
subsection (4)(e) is about. Junior barristers just out of
law school who have just entered the towers of Queen
Street will be put up against a combination of
experienced barristers and their juniors. It will mean
judges will not be able to use the discretion they
currently have to ensure that the defence and the
prosecution have the same firepower.
After an accused has been through a number of court
cases Victoria Legal Aid will say, 'Under our
guidelines we will no longer fund the accused'. Under
proposed subsection (4)(e) the judge will have no
discretion to order that the accused be provided with
appropriate, fair and equitable legal representation. That
is the difference the proposed subsection will make,
which unfortunately both Mr Katsambanis and
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Mr Furletti do not want to recognise. They are seeing it
from the economic rationalist point of view, arguing
that in that situation the accused should get a local bush
or suburban lawyer - that is what those two
honourable gentlemen are - to represent him against a
silk and a junior with experience and knowledge under
their belts. They would buckle under that system, but
that is the system they want to subject accused people
to.

Fancy saying that because that is the common law
position in New South Wales and Queensland, Victoria
should adopt the lower standard. If that is what the bill
is about the government should be honest with the
Victorian community and say that that is the standard
Victoria aspires to. The government should not argue
that that is the standard Victoria should adopt and then
cry poor about federa1legal aid cuts when it is
responsible for cutting legal aid funding in Victoria
Those cuts have meant that the protection that was
affirmed in the Dietrich appeal in the High Court has
been withdrawn from accused people fighting the state
in the court system.
They are the major problems with proposed
subsection (4)(e), and they are the reasons the
opposition does not support it. The issue is not about
super justice, it is about ensuring fair and equitable
trials for both the accused and the prosecution,
especially when the denial of liberty is at stake. That is
why the opposition will be opposing this proposed
section.
Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small
Business) - The government opposes both
amendments. I will relate to the house the advice I have
received because it gives a rational rather than an
emotional background to the government's view.
I have been advised that the effect of the proposed
opposition amendment would be that the courts would
effectively be drawn into arbitrating disputes between
Victoria Legal Aid, legal practitioners and their clients
over issues such as remuneration. According to my
advice it would mean that the courts would be asked to
consider questions such as whether specific legal
practitioners should be briefed, whether two or perhaps
three counsel should be briefed, and how much counsel
should be paid
I am well aware that Mr Nardella has dismissed the
issue of common law, but it is very important. The
opposition's proposed amendment would make
Victorian law inconsistent with the common law. In
other states of Australia courts have held that it is not
appropriate for courts to enter into such issues.
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Mr Nardella has made a number of comments about
proposed section 360A(4). The question for the courts
to determine under that section is whether or not a trial
would be fair if the accused did not have legal
representation. According to my advice it is not
appropriate for the courts to embark upon an inquiry
into, for example, whether barrister X might argue the
case more forcefully than barrister Y, how much a
barrister should be paid or whether the barrister should
be paid a daily or global fee.
A number of interesting things arise from the
opposition's proposed amendments. The amendments
proposed in the bill were developed in consultation
with the Supreme Court, which has acknowledged that
it is not the court's role to enter into such disputes. I am
advised that that point of view was emphasised in a
recent Court of Appeal judgment The interesting thing
about the judgment is that it was brought down on
5 October, after the bill had been drafted, or at least in a
policy sense devised.
The Court of Appeal judgment is contained in Victoria
Legal Aid v. Boris Be/jajev and Ors. I will cite the
judgment, because it brings wisdom to bear on the
amendment we are now discussing. Page 21 of the
judgment states:
The court's power is limited to ordering that assistance be
provided by VLA, and conditions which interfere with its
capacity to provide such assistance are not a proper exercise
of that power.

That is an independent judgment by a court, after the
policy position determination and the drafting of the
bill. The judgment continues:
Once the court has ordered that VLA should provide
assistance and has set the general parameters of such
assistance, that is as far as it can and should legitimately go. It
is open to the court to recommend, even strongly recommend
if it thinks it desirable to do so, that VLA should seek to
provide assistance through a particular counsel or solicitor
who is familiar with the litigation But in my view, it can go
no further. If it were permitted to do so the court would be
putting itself in the unseemly position of an arbiter between
VLA, on the one hand, and lawyers for the accused on the
other. It would be asked to resolve disputes that lawyers
chosen by the applicant would better serve the ends ofjustice
than lawyers within or selected by VLA.

That is an independent judgment of the Court of Appeal
which endorses - obviously not by a political desire to
do so but quite independently - the position that the
government is putting in this amending legislation.
Mr Nardella is concerned about equity. Government
members accept and understand that view, but one has
to be realistic. According to my advice the opposition's
amendment could result in large amounts of Victoria

Legal Aid resources being used in one case. The
government's amendment strikes an appropriate
balance between the role of the courts in ensuring fair
trials and the role of Victoria Legal Aid in allocating its
resources equitably and efficiently. The government
opposes the amendment.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) There is an inconsistency even in the part of the Court
of Appeal judgment the minister read. The judgment
talks about the ability of a judge to recommend strongly
in regard to legal representation for an accused person.
However, under proposed section 360A(4)(e) ajudge
does not have any power to even recommend any such
thing to VLA.
Hon. W. R. Baxter- It does nothing of the sort.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - It does. Just read
proposed subsection (4)(e), which states:
. .. the court under sub-section (2) do not include conditions
relating to the identity, number or remuneration of persons
representing the accused.

If you are talking about the conditions that may be
specified by the court this provision excludes all of that,
and that is the concern the opposition puts before the
committee. The opposition will not walk away from its
position - this is important. The discretion by the
judges is not the discretion needed in cases where they
cannot balance the position of these matters. I believe
the judges, having come from the legal profession, are
able to do that. The opposition continues to support the
amendment.
Committee divided on omission (members in favour vote
no):

Ayes, 29
Asher,Ms
Ashman, Mr(Teller)
Atkinson, Mr (Teller)
Baxter, Mr
Best,Mr
Birrell, Mr
Boardman. Mr
Bowden, Mr
Cover,Mr
Craige, Mr
Davis, Mr D. McL.
Davis, Mr P. R
Forwood,Mr
Furletti, Mr
Hallam,Mr

Hartigan, Mr
Katsambanis, Mr
Knowles,Mr
Lucas,Mr
Luckins,Mrs
Powell,Mrs
Ross,Dr
Smith, Mr
Smith, Ms
Stoney, Mr
Strong, Mr
Varty,Mrs
Wells,Dr
Wilding, Mrs

Noes, 8
Gould, Miss
Hogg,Mrs
McLean,Mrs

Nguyen, Mr (Teller)
Power,Mr
Pullen, Mr
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Walpole, Mr (Teller)

Nardella, Mr

Pairs
Theophanous, Mr
Eren, Mr

Brideson, Mr

de Fegely, Mr

Amendment negatived.
Clause agreed to.
Reported to house without amendment.
Report adopted.
Third reading

Hon. LOUlSE ASHER (Minister for Small
Business) - I move:
That this bill be now read a third time.

I thank Mr Nardella, Mr Katsambanis and Mr Furletti
for their contributions to the debate on the bill.
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.
Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Sessional orders
Hon. R. I. ~OWLES (Minister for Health) - I
move:
That so much of sessional orders be suspended as would
prevent new business being taken after 10.00 p.m. during the
sitting of the Council this day.

Motion agreed to.

PATRIOTIC FUNDS (AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 7 October; motion of
Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small Business).

Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) The Patriotic Funds (Amendment) Bill will not be
opposed by the opposition. The Patriotic Funds Act
regulates and controls the raising, collection and
expenditure of patriotic funds - that is, money raised
for the benefit of veterans from proclaimed wars and
their dependants. The bill was enacted in 1939 and has
not been amended since 1958.
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The effect of the bill is to extend the category of
persons for whom money can be raised to include those
who have been injured or killed in training exercises,
such as the Blackhawk helicopter incident in 1996.
There have been other incidents where in times of
peace our armed forces have had accidents and where
Victorians have been affected - for example,
Victorians were injured in the Voyager sea accident.
Some Victorian families and dependants have also been
affected by the Blackhawk disaster in north
Queensland.
It is appropriate that the bill updates the current
legislation and provides assistance for peacetime
accidents. When one is training under dangerous
circumstances in the defence of one's country such
accidents are a fact oflife. It is appropriate that the bill
extends the patriotic funds to cover peacetime incidents.
The bill will enable more modern banking practices to
be used. It will abolish anachronistic requirements such
as the signing of a cheque by a trustee. Nowadays
facilities such as automatic teller machines are used and
it is in keeping with the times that these provisions are
changed. The bill also allows for the trustee to delegate
account-keeping powers to local organisations with
certain requirements to provide financial statements.
Although there are 300 patriotic funds in Victoria, the
delegation of account-keeping powers is appropriate.
Under the legislation there are accountability
mechanisms and that is a position the opposition
supports.
The bill also allows for the transfer of assets up to
$20 000 from a patriotic fund without the necessity of
obtaining Governor in Council sanction. The bill has
safeguards within it - for example, there needs to be
an approval by the Patriotic Funds Council, but not the
Governor in Council, for funds under $20 000. It is a
quicker process that is welcomed by the RSL, and it is
certainly less bureaucratic.
Finally, the bill increases penalties for breaching the
act. These have been increased from 5 and not more
than 10 to 25 penalty units and not more than
50 penalty units. Again, it is keeping up with the
changes in our society. It means that the money that is
donated to the patriotic funds or raised by various
community organisations to assist the people the funds
are authorised to assist is safeguarded. Those
safeguards are encompassed in and strengthened under
the legislation. On that basis we do not oppose the bill.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.

INTERNATIONAL TRANSFER OF PRISONERS (VICTORIA) BILL
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Third reading
Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small
Business) - By leave, I move:
That this bill be now read a third time.

I thank Mr Nardella, the opposition spokesman, for his
support of the bill.
Motion agreed to.
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Clause 4 deals with 0.9 hectares permanently reserved
for watering and camping located adjacent to the
Western Highway near Bacchus Marsh under the
management of Western Water. The revocation will
allow for the disposal of the land
Clause 5 deals with 0.4 hectares ofland on the corner of
Hay Street and Canterbury Road, Box Hill, reserved for
use as a shire hall. Revocation will allow for the
disposal of the land The legislation is simple but
important, and the opposition does not oppose it.

Read third time.

Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.

INTERNATIONAL TRANSFER OF
PRISONERS (VICTORIA) BILL
Introduction andfirst reading
Received from Assembly.
Read first time for Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for
Roads and Ports) on motion of Hon. M. A. BirreU.

LAND (REVOCATION OF
RESERVATIONS) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 6 October; motion of
Hon. M. A. BlRRELL (Minister for Industry, Science
and Technology).
HoD. PAT POWER (Jika Jika) - The Land
(Revocation of Reservations) Bill is a simple but
important bill that addresses some parcels of land and
brings their usage and classification up to existing
demands. The opposition does not oppose the
legislation. The bill provides for the revocation of
permanent reservations oflands. It removes those
reservations to facilitate disposal or because the purpose
of the reservation is no longer appropriate.

Clause 3 deals with Crown land occupied by the East
Gippsland Institute ofTAFE in the beautiful township
ofBaimsdale. Inadvertently, the college erected
buildings over an adjoining public reserve, and a small
portion of a public reserve is used as a college car park.
The college wishes to ensure areas occupied by the
college are appropriately reserved. The bill revokes
permanent reservations and the land will be reserved
for education purposes.

HoD. B. W. BISHOP (North Western) - The Land
(Revocation ofReseIVations) Bill is small but
important. As a member of the bills committee I am
interested in the history of revocation of reservations. It
is an important part of our history that should be
maintained in the records of the house. The East
Gippsland Institute ofTAFE is located in Main Street,
Bairnsdale, on Crown land reserved for state school
purposes. However, through some misunderstanding
the institute has encroached onto two adjoining Crown
land areas - a permanent reserve for public recreation
and a permanent public purposes reserve that forms part
of the frontage of the Mitchell River. Buildings have
been erected on a small portion of that land due to a
misunderstanding about the boundaries between the
reserves.

Part of the public purposes reserve is also a proclaimed
government road, which terminates at the institute.
Since the construction of the road, an informal car park
and recreation area has been created on part of the
permanent reserve. The excision of this area from the
reserve will not affect public access along the Mitchell
River. The East Gippsland Institute of TAFE is
considering redevelopment of the campus and wishes to
ensure that the areas occupied by the college are
appropriately reserved for future security and safety. It
is proposed that the two sections of permanent reserves
adjacent to the institute be revoked and re-reserved for
education purposes.
The second parcel ofland is at Korkuperrimul and
consists of 0.9 hectares of watering and camping
reserve adjoining the Western Highway and
Korkuperrimul Creek near Bacchus Marsh. The land is
under the control of Western Water. The original
reservation was to allow for the watering of stock and
for camping and would have been used mostly by
drovers.
Western Water has advised the department that it does
not require the subject land for its purposes and the
Moorabool Shire Council has advised that the land has
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no value to it. The department intends to dispose of the
site after the reseIVation has been revoked.
The final piece of land is in Nunawading. It consists of
approximately 0.4 hectares and is located on the corner
of Hay Street and Canterbury Road, Box Hill. It is
reserved for a shire halL It forms part of a site which
until recently was occupied by the City of Whitehorse
for use as a pound. The remainder of the pound site is
unreserved Crown land. Consistent with the
government's local government policy on the use of
Crown land for operational purposes by councils, the
pound site was offered for either sale or lease to the
counciL The council chose to vacate the pound site,
thereby making it available for sale. The pound site has
some historic values and the council has given a
commitment to protect it through the planning scheme.
It is interesting that the sites concerned have a sense of
history. As time catches up with them it is important
that the house note the changes when debating the Land
(Revocation of Reservations) Bill.

Hon. P. R. HALL (Gippsland) - I thank my
colleagues for their contributions to the debate.
Clause 3 of the Land (Revocation of Reservations) Bill
is of particular interest to me because it refers to areas
of land adjoining the Bairnsdale campus of the East
Gippsland Institute ofTAPE. I have been involved with
the TAFE college council on this issue over the past
couple of years. Some of the college buildings
encroached on Crown land reserve and consequently
clause 3 and the schedules to the bill make amendments
so that the land will no longer be Crown land and will
be zoned for state education. That will consequently
make the future of the Bairnsdale campus of the East
Gippsland Institute ofTAPE secure. I welcome the
introduction of the bill. The institute wishes to expand
some of its operations at Bairnsdale and will now be
able to do so legally.
The East Gippsland Institute ofTAFE is one of the
success stories in East Gippsland with the provision of
vocational education. The institute originated 11 years
ago in 1987 when it was called the East Gippsland
Community College ofTAFE. Before that its history
went back more than 100 years. The East Gippsland
Community College ofTAFE came into being with the
amalgamation of the Bairnsdale School of Mines and
the Sale and Bairnsdale technical schools.
In 1987 when the East Gippsland Community College
ofTAFE was formed it had only 3000 students who
had options for about 40 courses. Ten years later, in
1997, 8000 students have 165 courses to choose from at
the East Gippsland Institute of TAPE, which reaches
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about 10 per cent of the regional population of East
Gippsland. In 1987 for the first time the number of
student contact hours reached more than 1 million. On
any criteria the institute is a significant provider of
vocational education in East Gippsland
As well as the Bairnsdale campus to which the bill
refers, the institute has two campuses at Sale - one at
Fulham on the old National Safety Council site and a
flexible learning centre in Sale. The institute has
outreach centres at Orbost, Buchan, Mallacoota, Swifts
Creek, Heyfield and Yarram. It also has a significant
training centre for maritime studies at Lakes Entrance.
The most recent addition has been the establishment of
a college campus located halfway between Bairnsdale
and Lakes Entrance in the Colquhoun Forest and called
Forestech, the living resources centre.
I particularly wanted to mention that facility because
Forestech would be the most advanced training facility
that I have seen in the timber industry - something in
which the East Gippsland Institute of TAPE has
established a speciality. It is a centre for excellence for
the hardwood timber industry. As well as providing
courses in nature resource management it has an
excellent course in furniture design and construction. It
would be well worth the while of honourable members
who, like me, have an interest in this area to drop in on
Forestech when travelling the Princes Highway to
Lakes Entrance. The design of the building is special,
and the work that students do there is equally special.
Many students who have graduated from the two-year
diploma course in furniture design are now working in
small business incubators at Forestech.
I was particularly pleased that this year at the Victorian
training awards one of the graduates of the two-year
diploma course at the East Gippsland Institute of
TAFE, Nick Sweet, was named the outstanding student
of the year in the vocational category. I have seen some
of the work Nick Sweet and his partner are doing on a
commercial basis. I thoroughly recommend the East
Gippsland Institute ofTAFE Forestech centre as a place
well worth visiting to see what vocational education
training in Victoria is all about.
I pay the strongest commendation possible to the East
Gippsland Institute ofTAFE as the provider of
vocational education training in East Gippsland I am
pleased that this bill will secure the buildings they have
on their Bairnsdale campus and ensure that the institute
can build on the excellent work it is now doing.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
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Third reading

Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - By leave, I move:
That this bill be now read a third time.

I thank honourable members for their contributions, and
particularly Mr Bishop for his extraordinary
contribution. It is a pity historians will see his speech as
having overshadowed the contribution ofMr Hall. I
also thank Mr Hall for his contribution and the Labor
Party for its support of the bill.
Motion agreed to.

Read third time.
Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.

ADJOURNMENT
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - I move:
That the house do now adjourn.

Schools: religious instruction
Hon. C. J. HOGG (Melbourne North) - I direct to
the attention of the minister representing the Minister
for Education in the other place an issue drawn to my
attention by the Humanist Society of Victoria. As
honourable members may know, it is the view of the
Humanist Society that the requirement for the provision
of religious instruction should be deleted from the
Education Act and that, instead, opportunities should be
provided for students to learn about the diversity of
religions within Australia I understand this year the
Department of Education is examining some aspects of
providing religious instruction in government schools.

I ask the minister to request his colleague, the Minister
for Education in the other place, to advise what
opportunity exists for a properly thought-out
submission from the Humanist Society of Victoria to be
given due and meaningful consideration.

Melbourne Custody Centre
Hon. JEAN McLEAN (Melbourne West) - My
concern is directed to the attention of the Minister for
Roads and Ports representing the Minister for Police
and Emergency Services in the other place. One of my
constituents was arrested and detained for 14 days in
the Melbourne Custody Centre. His family asked me to
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visit him to ensure he was okay. They asked me to take
some clothes to him because when people are held in
that centre they do not get a change of clothes, and he
had to appear in court on the following Friday. I
contacted the minister's office and spoke to a staff
member. I asked in could visit my constituent in the
c~lls, only to be told that no facilities existed for visiting
nghts for anyone except close family members.
When my constituent was released after two weeks and
all charges against him were dropped he told me many
disturbing things that occurred during his time in the
crowded cells where innocent young men and hardened
criminals were lumped together in an enclosed area He
told me that many fights occurred and the weaker
inmates were often bashed. He said they were
intimidated by the police and did not dare complain.
During my constituent's time in the centre one of the
inmates had an epileptic fit. My constituent rang the
centre's buzzer to try to get assistance. Nobody
appeared for a long time. Finally, a policeman
responded and told him to give mouth-to-mouth
resuscitation. My constituent did not know how to
handle the situation. The police made no move to assist.
As I understand what he says, the only assistance the
police will give to the inmates in those cells is to
suggest they should 'come out'. In the parlance of those
inside, to come out means you become a pimp - and
then you are in even more trouble!
The graphic and chilling footage of the brutal bashing
that occurred in the centre last March, released by the
magistrate last week, has been shown worldwide. I saw
it during the parliamentary delegation's trip to China
last week. Although that bashing occurred last March,
nothing has changed according to my constituent
Will the minister ask the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services to advise what is being done to
redress the terrible situation continuing in the remand
cells? It is an absolute travesty ofjustice and certainly
we do not want footage of such episodes showing how
we treat inmates flashed around the world

Local government: transaction of business
Hon. B. N. ATKINSON (Koonung) - I raise for
the attention of the Minister for Finance, representing
the Minister for Planning and Local Government in
another place, concerns I have about the trend for local
government to use in camera or committee sessions to
transact the business of councils.

It has come to my attention that a number of issues that
I believe do not warrant it have been discussed by
councils in closed session. In some cases those issues
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were straightforward town planning applications that
warranted public scrutiny and ought to have been
subject to notification to the public so that the
community had the opportunity of expressing opinions
on them.
In my experience - the practice appears to be
widespread throughout local government - a number
of councils have begun to rely on a practice of closing
the doors and conducting in-camera sessions to conduct
their business. That is not in the interests of democracy
or local communities.

The minister should have his attention drawn to this
trend and ought to address it. The particular example I
direct to the minister's attention concerns a shopping
centre development approved by the City of
Whitehorse in Whitehorse Road, Nunawading. The
shopping centre application was done by delegation by
an officer of the council. The only report to council was
made in November last year, which was an in-camera
session. Effectively, the whole process, which included
advertising the proposed development, was inadequate.
The application was placed in newspapers on
29 December when most people were away on holidays
and only four objections were drawn to the
development. That application has escaped public
scrutiny entirely and is an example of what I am
concerned about.
The concern I have is not just about that instance, but
about the increasing trend of local government to have
in-camera sessions and to decide many issues in
committee away from public scrutiny. The minister
should look at the issue and address it.

Youth: Maribymong Link program
Hon. S. M. NGUYEN (Melbourne West) - I raise
for the attention of the Minister for Health, representing
the Minister for Youth and Community Services in
another place, my concerns about the Maribymong
Link program jointly conducted by the Maribymong
Secondary College and Melbourne City Mission. The
program which finished at the end of last term was
founded by the highly esteemed youth worker, Mr John
Byrne. It was designed to help refugee kids, young
homeless kids and substance abusers who require
personal support, life counselling and accommodation.
The program was funded from the Community Support
Fund, but funding has not been renewed this term even
though funds for the project have been granted for a
number of years. The project is strongly endorsed by
the community, councils and schools. It is a great
project and it has been effective for some time. I ask the

minister to advise why funding for a program that
benefits young people and the community was cut.

Western Highway, Rockbank
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) - I
raise for the attention of the Minister for Roads and
Ports the concerns of some residents of Rockbank,
which is on the main road adjacent to the Western
Highway. The township has two main entrances to the
highway - namely, Troups Road and Leakes Road
The highway is extremely busy, especially during peak
hours, and it is particularly difficult for people in that
township to get onto or off the Western Highway with
the constant stream of traffic.
Many mothers take their children to school using back
roads because they are not able to get on to the
highway. The Rockbank Primary School has no service
roads. The residents feel isolated, but face real safety
problems when entering or exiting the highway or
walking in that area. Just this morning a young mother
with a baby in her arms, accompanying her young son
across the road to the bus shelter, had to cross four
lanes of the highway to catch the bus to take them to
Sunshine. A number of accidents have occurred at the
two main intersections ofTroups Road and Leakes
Road where they meet the Western Highway. Recently
I witnessed an accident where a young boy riding his
bike was knocked over at the Leakes Road and Westem
Highway intersection.
The minister is aware that major works will occur at the
Ted's Cafe intersection. I ask the minister to investigate
whether the township can be linked in some way or
have safe access developed to the new bypass down the
road so that families can feel more secure when they
need to use the highway.

La Trobe Lifeskills
Hon. PAT POWER (Jika Jika) - I seek the
assistance of the Minister for Roads and Ports in
relation to the taxi service for people with disabilities.
The minister may have had the opportunity of reading
correspondence forwarded by La Trobe Lifeskills, a
program operating out of La Trobe University in
Bundoora which provides day programs for people with
disabilities and has participants who attend daily or at
least on regular days each week.
Since February this year La Trobe Lifeskills has had a
permanent booking with the central booking service to
provide taxis for some of the people who attend the
program. In its correspondence to me the program
director indicates that taxis have had difficulty
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providing the service for participants at the
predetermined times and that they have not received a
reasonable standard of service, which causes distress to
the participants and to La Trobe Lifeskills.
A recent incident is cited when a regular booking for
two of the participants to be collected at 3.30 p.m. from
La Trobe University resulted in both taxis failing to
arrive, in one case until approximately 4.30 p.m. and in
the other case until 5.15 p.m. As a result of those delays
one of the participants refuses to return to the program
because of his frustration and anger about the standard
of service.

In its correspondence, La Trobe Lifeskills asks why,
when it has a permanent booking for taxis, it is not
possible to provide the services as requested and as
confirmed by the central booking service; why it is not
possible to provide La Trobe Lifeskills participants
with a service that is reliable and of good quality; and
why organisers are hardly ever contacted to inform
them oflate arrival of the taxis. I ask the minister to
respond to those issues raised by Ms Ros Leslie, the
program director of La Trobe Lifeskills.
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Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I am using the
terminology that he used. Mr Atkinson described it as a
trend that councils are relying heavily upon committees
to take decisions. He made the comment that in many
cases those decisions could not be described as
sensitive and that the practice is reducing the level of
public scrutiny in local government. Many members of
the chamber would consider such a trend, if that
description can be sustained, as a direction that local
government is going in that cannot be supported. I will
raise the issue with my colleague and ask him to
respond directly to Mr Atkinson.
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - Mrs McLean raised for my colleague the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services issues
relating to custody centres in general and cells in
particular. She highlighted some specific instances of
difficulties about visitations concerning a constituent
and also things that happened to her constituent while
in a cell in a custody centre. I will refer her concerns to
my colleague the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services.

Mr Nardella raised with me a very significant issue,
Responses
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) Mrs Hogg raised for my attention and that of my
colleague the Minister for Education the matter of
religious instruction in schools. It will be a matter of
debate as amendments are made to the Education Act
during the current session so there will be plenty of
opportunity for canvassing the views expressed.
Mr N guyen raised with me for referral to the Minister
for Youth and Community Services what he perceives
to be defunding of the Maribyrnong link program. I will
refer his concern to my colleague and ask him to
respond to him directly.

Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance)Mr Atkinson raised with me for referral to my
colleague the Minister for Planning and Local
Government what he describes as a trend.

Hon. Pat Power - It's more of a gallop than a
trend.

which I always view with considerable interest,
especially when it is about difficulties associated with
major national highway networks and fast growing
communities. More importantly, sometimes there is
conflict between fast-moving traffic, made up of not
only cars but also heavy vehicles, and people trying to
gain access from local road networks to either school
bus facilities or shelters. Clearly it is a very important
issue. I will investigate the matter of safe access, which
is important not only for cars but also, as he quite
rightly says, for pedestrians. There is nothing more
worrying than seeing mothers, sometimes with several
young children, trying to cross major highways. I will
look into the matter and get back to Mr Nardella right
away.

Mr Power raised difficulties with disability taxi services
being encountered by the La Trobe Lifeskills program.
I will investigate that and get back to him and the
people at the La Trobe Lifeskills program.
Motion agreed to.
House adjourned 10.25 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT (Hon. B. A. Chamberlain) took the
chair at 10.02 a.m. and read the prayer.

PATRIOTIC FUNDS COUNCIL
Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small Business)
presented report for 1997.
Laid on table.

Auditor-General's Office- Report, 1997-98.

Legal Ombudsman June 1998.
Meat Authority -

Report

Report 1997-98.

Harness Racing Board -

Report 1997-98.

Multi-Disciplinary Practices Report,

Report, 1997-98 (two papers).

Melbourne Parks and Waterways 2 July 1998.
State Trustees Limited W orkcover Authority -

Honourable members interjecting.

The PRESIDENT - Order! This motion makes a
serious allegation against a minister. The house is
entitled to hear what is being said and respond
accordingly, but not in a way that prevents the
honourable member from making his speech.

Report, 1997-98.
Report, 1997-98.

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS (Jika Jika) move:

I

That this house condemns the Minister for Finance forfalse or misleading infonnation to the house in relation to
workplace injuries and deaths, the closure of the Sale
Victorian Workcover Authority office and the quality of
inspections;

(b) compromising the safety of workers by allowing a culture
oflow morale to develop at the Victorian Workcover
Authority due to lack of support for comprehensive safety
inspections and the prosecution of negligent employers; and
(c)

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - This is a very
serious issue. I would have thought honourable
members would be concerned about safety and the fact
that people are being killed and injured in the
workplace.

Report, 1 July 1997 to

MINISTER FOR FlNANCE: WORKCOVER
AUTHORITY

(a)

On 2 July 1996 the previously autonomous
Occupational Health and Safety Authority, established
by the fonner Labor government, was merged with the
Victorian Workcover Authority and thus came under
the direct responsibility of the Minister for Finance.

The PRESIDENT - Order! The Leader of the
Opposition is entitled to put his motion to the house
without a barrage of intetjections. The house is entitled
to hear the honourable member. I ask honourable
members to desist from intetjecting.

Laid on table by Acting Clerk:

Generation Victoria -

The disastrous explosion at the Esso Longford plant
and the forced partial closure for safety reasons of the
Geelong Shell refinery are events that must concern all
Victorians. However, they did not occur in a vacuum.
They occurred within a deregulated safety environment
established by this government.

Honourable members interjecting.

PAPERS

Emergency Services Superannuation Scheme 1997-98.
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failing to act decisively to protect all documentation relating
to safety inspections and licence renewals -

and calls on the government to expand the tenns of reference
for the Longford royal commission to specifically examine
whether actions of the government or its agencies contributed
to the Longford disaster.

Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Changes to the
regulations contained in both the Dangerous Goods Act
1985 and the Occupational Health and Safety Act 1985
were devastating. The regulated changes came into
effect in 1995 with the replacement of a host of
statutory inspection requirements of the Occupational
Health and Safety Authority being given to employers.

Honourable members interjecting.

The PRESIDENT - Order! The activities of some
government members are beyond the pale. I ask them
to give the honourable member, even though they may
not like what he has to say - Hon. M. A. Birrell- We do not like him!

The PRESIDENT - Order! That may be, but the
house protects the rights of honourable members to
have their say and to do so without a barrage of
intetjections.

MINISTER FOR FINANCE: WORKCOVER AUTHORITY
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Bon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - The changes
resulted in self-inspection and self-regulation. The
Occupational Health and Safety (plant) Regulations
1995 thus replaced the regulations for boiler and
pressure vessels, scaffolding, cranes, lifts, machinery,
tractors and explosive-powered tools.
Hon. Bill Forwood interjected.
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record proceedings. I take this opportunity of indicating
that the television station would do better to ask for
permission earlier than was the case in this instance,
when it left it to the last moment.
I do not believe it is appropriate to raise the second
matter. We know what happened once before when a
secret body microphone was being used.

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - You will get your
chance.

Bon. M. A. Birrell- That is why it is being
asked - there is a rule.

Hon. Bill Forwood - And I will have my chance,
don't you worry about that!

The PRESIDENT - Order! There is a rule and
there is no expectation that the Leader of the
Opposition has breached that rule.

Bon. T. C. THEOPHA.l\l'OUS - By 1 July 1996
Victoria had entered a brave new era where statutory
inspection under all those regulations was no longer a
government responsibility but was conducted by
employers. This is confmned in an authority memo of
12 April 1995 by Trevor McDevitt, a senior manager,
to a number of other managers. He said:
D. Orr from plant safety approached me today with respect to
the development of procedures for the phasing out of
statutory inspections.

Bon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I am happy to
give an undertaking in can get Mr Smith to sit down
and shut up. I have in my possession a nine-page
memorandum, which I seek leave to table.
The PRESIDENT - Order! I ask Mr Theophanous
to identify the document more fully.

After I January 1996 all inspections of plant would be carried
out by 'competent' persons and at this point it is contemplated
that OHSA withdraw our inspection function.

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - The first
document has been sent by the principal regional
investigating officer at the Mulgrave office, the most
senior investigator. It is a memo to Glenn Sargent, the
head of the occupational health and safety division for
field services in the Victorian Workcover Authority;
Mr John Hickey, the manager of the Mulgrave office;
Derrick Harrison and Carl Marsic.

There it is in black and white. The Occupational Health
and Safety Authority said it was withdrawing its
inspection function.

The PRESIDENT - Order! Is the honourable
member intending to make them available to members
of the house?

That is what the memorandum says. Morale among
inspectors at the Victorian Workcover Authority has
been devastated because of those changes. Over the
past few years many inspectors have been extremely
concerned about safety but they have been either
nobbled or pushed aside by this government.

Bon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Yes,
Mr President. I have enough copies for members of the
house. The document was sent to senior managers of
the Victorian Workcover Authority, including the
director, Glenn Sargent, and the manager at the
Mulgrave office, John Hickey. The principal regional
investigating officer who produced the document is the
most senior inspector below John Hickey.

It is envisaged that after proclamation on 1 July 1995 that a
six months phase-in period be allowed for all panies to
prepare for change ...

Bon. K. M. Smith - On a point of order,
Mr President, two matters concern me: firstly, there is a
television camera in the public gallery that is obvious to
everybody, and I do not believe you have mentioned
that permission has been granted for it to be there.
Secondly, I want to know whether the proceedings are
being recorded and, if so, for whom that recording is
being made. Can Mr Theophanous give an undertaking
to the house that he is not wearing recording or
amplification equipment?
The PRESIDENT - Order! I neglected to inform
the house that I had given permission for Channel 7 to

Honourable members interjecting.

Bon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Honourable
members may try to drown out the truth but it will
come out anyway. Honourable members would be wise
to sit down, shut up and listen.
Honourable members interjecting.

The PRESIDENT - Order! I ask the three
members at the back of the Chamber who seem to have

MINISTER FOR FINANCE: WORKCOVER AUTHORITY
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trouble keeping quiet to relax and wait their turn to
speak.

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - The author of the
memo is Mr Jim Amott, but I hasten to add that
although he produced this document he was not the
person who made it available to me. The document is
dated 7 November 1997 and refers to attempts by
Mr Amott to secure a prosecution ofPBR Automotive
Pty Ltd, a multinational corporation involved in the
manufacture of component parts for the Australian
automotive industry.
In 1996 and 1997 two separate and serious accidents
occurred at PBR Those accidents were investigated
and recommendations were made to prosecute PBR for
failing to provide a safe workplace. The document
details the concerns of the principal investigator and
attempts by the management of the Victorian
W orkcover Authority to have the prosecution pulled.
That is what the document is about.

Hon. R J. H. Wells - On a point of order,
Mr President, does the Leader of the Opposition
suggest this is an official document; if so, is there an
address on it, and are the status and organisation origins
within the authority included on it?
Honourable members interjecting.
The PRESIDENT - Order! It is a legitimate
question because the document is not on a letterhead
and it does not bear a signature, although a name is
included at the end. In the past when similar instances
have arisen the honourable member using such a
document has been asked to warrant its veracity. In this
case the honourable member warrants that the
document emanated from Mr Amott and has not been
fabricated for the purpose of this debate.

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Mr President, I
am happy to give that assurance.
Hon. Bill Forwood - On a point of order,
Mr President, the motion is specific in that
Mr Theophanous seeks to condemn the Minister for
Finance for:
(a) providing false or misleading infonnation to the house ...
(b)

compromising the safety of workers ...

(c) failing to act decisively to protect all docmnentarion ...

Finally, he calls on the government to:
... expand the terms of reference for the Longford royal
commission.
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They are specifically outlined in his motion. I seek your
ruling, Mr President, on whether Mr Theophanous can
now canvass anything he likes across this whole field.

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - On the point of
order, Mr President, the second paragraph of my
motion condemns the Minister for Finance for:
(b)

compromising the safety of workers by allowing a culture
oflow morale to develop at the Victorian Workcover
Authority due to lack of support for comprehensive safety
inspections and the prosecution of negligent employers.

This document is about the lack of support for the
prosecution of negligent employers.
The PRESIDENT - Order! Firstly, the fonn of the
motion has been provided by the Leader of the
Opposition, and that limits the parameters of the debate.
Secondly, there is a reasonable expectation that, if
given time, Mr Theophanous will relate the document
to paragraph (b) of his motion, and I look forward to
that happening.

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - On page 4 of the
document Mr Amott outlines the meetings that
occurred between the safety manager from PBR
Automotive Pty Ltd and Mr John Hickey, manager at
the Mulgrave office. Mr Amott said the investigating
officer was not informed of the meetings between John
Hickey and PBR On page 4 of the memorandum he
states:
John has never at any time given me as PRIO any infonnation
in relation to the reason, or subject matter of these meetings,
and as I subsequently found out on 28 October 1997 meetings
have been brokered by John, between PBR., Glenn Sargent
and Derrick Harrison. I believe that given the situation where
two investigations were being conducted into this employer,
where prosecution was being recommended, as PRIO I
should have been infonned by John that approaches had been
made to him by the company and what the nature of those
approaches were.

Mr Amott decided to spend - Hon. K.. M. Smith - On a point of order,
Mr President, in such a debate as this the information
provided by Mr Theophanous must be relevant. He
produces one document that has no relevance. His
information about a person's concerns, the reprimand
the person received and all the bits and pieces that must
follow to make sense are not here. We cannot be
properly informed. Mr Theophanous's contribution is
irrelevant to the facts. His piece of paper means
absolutely nothing.
The PRESIDENT - Order! The point of order
taken by Mr Smith comes too early because the
document has been referred to and the house has a
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quotation before it. Now it is up to Mr Theophanous to
relate it to paragraph (b) of his motion.

Honourable members interjecting.

The PRESIDENT - Order! The house is doing
itself no good whatsoever. This house prides itself on
its ability to bring honourable members, whether they
be government or opposition, to account. We do not do
that by way of a barrage of inteIjections.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Mr Arnott
decided to send the relevant information and his
recommendation to prosecute to a manager at the
central prosecutions section. The response of his
supervisor, John Hickey, manager of the Mulgrave
branch, was to seek to discipline him for doing his job.
On page 5 of the document he outlines how that
happened, and states:
John infonned me at that point that Glenn Sargent had
requested that the file be held back pending a meeting he
(Glenn) was having with senior management ofPBR to
discuss their past safety performance and their future
relationship with the authority, and that the decision as to
whether the file would proceed would be based on the
outcome of that meeting.

He further states:
I said that this was not the appropriate procedure for the file to
be going through. and that regardless of what, if any,
commitments PBR were prepared to make to Glenn regarding
their future safety performance, it should not affect in any
way the processing of the file for past offences. John said that
nevertheless that was what was going to happen.

Perhaps the most damning comment of all appears on
page 2 of the document when Mr Amott, the principal
regional investigating officer (pRIO) at Mulgrave, says
of his superior officer:
... I will deal with John Hickey' s attitude to the new structure
and procedures and investigation and prosecution. On his
arrival at Mulgrave John canvassed the notion of doing fewer
investigations with myself and Tony Evans, stating that
Andrew Lindberg had told him (John) that he (Andrew
Lindberg) wanted fewer investigations carried out This
appears inconsistent with the organisational plan which lists
investigations of serious incidents that, under VWA
compliance and prosecution policies, may lead to prosecution
action--

Hon. D. McL. Davis - On a point of order,
Mr President, I understood the procedures of the house
were that comments should be directed through the
Chair and not to members of the gallery.

The PRESIDENT - Order! I uphold the point of
order. Comments should be directed through the Chair.
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Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - In response to
what the government is saying, it is not I who makes
these comments - the comments have been made by
the most senior investigator at Mulgrave; the office that
was raided by the police; the office where John Hickey
is the manager.
Hon. M. A. Birrell- On a point of order,
Mr President, Mr Theophanous, with some assistance
from others, has had 27 minutes to make his case. He

has moved one of the two most serious motions that can
be moved by any member of this house - the most
serious one short of a no-confidence motion in a
minister. The motion refers to 'providing false or
misleading infonnation to the house', but
Mr Theophanous has not mentioned this matter. His
contribution is clearly a frolic, as he has made no
attempt to address his motion, even in the order of its
paragraphs. He should be brought back to addressing
the motion rather than continuing to deal with material
that is clearly not relevant to the motion. Despite your
urgings, Mr President, he has not connected his
document with the motion.

The PRESIDENT - Order! On the point of order,
it is not up to the Chair to direct a member as to the
order in which he or she should deal with a motion,
although it does make sense to deal with the most
serious allegations first. It is in the hands of
Mr Theophanous to organise his contribution.
However, I am finding it most difficult to relate his
comments to paragraph (b) of the motion. The motion
is his creature; he put it together and he has moved it. I
suggest he should move to paragraph (a) or deal with
paragraph (b) quickly.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - This is a good
example, as stated in the motion, of a culture of low
morale having developed at the VWA because of a lack
of support for prosecutions by senior management and
the government. I intend to raise other examples during
the course of my contribution.
The memo of7 November 1997 by Mr Amott alleges
that Glenn Sargent inappropriately requested a
prosecution file be held back; that the CEO, Andrew
Lindberg, is said to have told senior management that
he wanted fewer investigations; and that the cowboy,
John Hickey, had tried to discipline an inspector for
trying to prosecute a negligent employer. Who is John
Hickey? Not only is he the manager of the Mulgrave
branch of the Victorian Workcover Authority; he is also
the person defended by the minister responsible for
Workcover in this place on 17 March this year. At that
time the minister said:
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He is a loyal and caring officer.

Honourable members interjecting.
The PRESIDENT - Order! The relationship
between the honourable member's remarks about the
document and the motion has gone beyond the pale. He
should get off this issue and return to the motion,
especially paragraphs (a) or (c).

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Certainly,
Mr President.
Honourable members interjecting.
The PRESIDENT - Order! The house is not doing
itself any good by this sort of display. The Leader of the
Opposition should be able to put his case and then
government members can respond

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I make the point
that a culture has developed at the Victorian Workcover
Authority of low morale that is not conducive to
prosecutions and following up negligent employers.
Mr John Hickey who, according to this document, tried
to have a prosecution pulled, oUght to be a concern for
the minister and the house. He is the person who did
not want any workers in wheelchairs turning up to
meetings of the authority because they would give it a
bad image.
Honourable members interjecting.

Hon. R. I. Knowles - On a point of order,
Mr President, the Leader of the Opposition is flagrantly
breaching your instruction to get off this issue and on to
the motion he has moved. I ask that you call the Leader
of the Opposition back to his motion.
The PRESIDENT - Order! I have said that the
Leader of the Opposition has not been able to relate the
relevance of the document he made available to the
house to the motion. Again I ask him to leave that issue
and get on to other aspects of the motion.

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I conclude that
issue by indicating that these are the loyal, caring
people the government is producing at the Victorian
Workcover Authority! The organisation is purging
inspectors loyal to the principles of safety and replacing
them by people loyal to the minister and the
government. This important matter raises serious
allegations. The minister should immediately call a full
investigation of the field services division.
Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan - On your say-so.
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Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Not on my
say-so; on the evidence. On the say-so of the most
senior investigators.
Honourable members interjecting.
The PRESIDENT - Order! I will reach the stage
where I will refuse to hear the Leader of the Opposition
at all if he does not observe my ruling.
Mr Theophanous should get off that issue and get on to
other issues.

Hon. Bill Forwood - Why don't you deal with the
motion?

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I am dealing with
the motion. I have already indicated that I can deal with
the motion in any order I please. The motion is very
specific. It condemns the minister for compromising the
safety of workers due to lack of support for
comprehensive safety inspections and the prosecution
of negligent employers.
The PRESIDENT - Order! I do not believe the
issue has been addressed as yet.

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS from other memos.

I intend to quote

Hon. M. A. Birrell- You are meant to be
condemning the minister, but you have not mentioned
your allegations yet.
Hon. T. C. TBEOPHANOUS - I will get to them.
I refer now to a meeting that took place between
management of the Victorian Workcover Authority and
29 inspectors on 3 September 1998. At that meeting
W orkcover Authority management tried to answer the
concerns of inspectors about their changing role and
their low morale, which were key issues at the meeting.
This is relevant to the second part of the motion. On
page I of the official minutes of the meeting
management refers to the shift in the defmition of the
jobs of inspectors which has led to their low morale.
The PRESIDENT - Order! Mr Theopbanous
should explain the document from which he is quoting.

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I am quoting
from the minutes of a meeting between management of
the Victorian Workcover Authority and 29 field staff on
3 September at the Mulgrave office of the authority.
Management were seeking to tell inspectors and
investigators about the changes in their job defmition.
Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan - Who took the minutes?
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Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - The minutes
were taken by authority management, which is
indicated at the bottom of the document. I will make the
document available to the house. On page 1
management states:
The old job is centred around administration of and bringing
about compliance with the OHS and DG acts. The new job is
centred around the management of Workcover interventions
in workplaces.

This change is clearly a move away from the type of
inspection that used to occur.
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The objective of an inspection is to bring about compliance
with the OHS and/or DG legislation. This often involves the
inspector issuing notices or directions where noncompliance
is observed.

The new job description is all about helping the
employer to develop management plans and includes
giving advice on rehabilitation and Workcover
payments. As I said, that is not the work of safety
inspectors; it is the work of rehabilitation officers of the
Victorian Workcover Authority.
At the meeting with inspectors, management stated also
that under the new arrangements there will be:

HoD. M. A. Birrell- Says you.
HoD. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - It says so in the

document. One of the inspectors expressed concern at
this new emphasis away from inspections to looking at
social and cultural issues in the workplace. He states:
But this emphasis you are placing on social and cultural
issues is not based on the legislation we administer.

Management reportedly responds:
You are right

Management also states that it does not know how
many people it will need to recruit to fill the jobs of
existing inspectors given the change in working
conditions. An inspector responds to this assertion:
Don't you realise that this has affected our morale?

The manager's answer is:
I acknowledge that.

He adds:
At present we are numing at only 65 per cent of our site time
This is not acceptable.

target

What more evidence could be needed of a reduction in
morale?
Government members interjecting.

HoD. T.e. THEOPHANOUS-Itisclear
evidence oflow morale. That is no wonder, because the
new job descriptions, of which the opposition has a
copy, do not have a single mention of compliance that is, of making employers comply.
Hon. R. M. HaIlam -

Why don't you quote the

act?
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - The old job
description had the words:

. .. an overall increase of 15 in the number of field operations
branch field staff positions - from 160 to 175.

But on 6 October the minister insisted in the house that:
The number of field officers is currently being increased by
15 to 223.

How is it possible for the minister to tell the house on
6 October that after an increase of 15 there would be
more than 200 field officers when VW A management
had told field staff on 3 September that there were only
160 field staifpositions and that, with the extra 15, the
number would increase to only 175? Who is lying? The
minister or the VWA?
Government members interjecting.

HoD. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I suspect the real
situation is that the minister has been misled by the
Victorian Workcover Authority. A lot of people who
are not field inspectors were classified differently by
the authority, following which the figure of223 was
given to the minister; but unfortunately they forgot to
tell Glenn Sargent to make sure he had the same
numbers to ensure consistency between what the
minister said and what the VWA said.
HoD. R. M. Hallam interjected
HoD. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - You can respond
later, Minister. If you are happy to get up and say the
VWA gave you misleading figures, that is fine. Then
we will at least know the source of the misleading
figures. It is clear from what the VWA management is
saying that they believe there are 175 field officer
positions, not more than 200 as the minister has stated
in the house.

It is difficult to overstate how low the morale is, but it
stems from a lack of support in pursuing and
prosecuting negligent employers.
Honourable members interjecting.
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The PRESIDENT - Order! The conversation
between the Deputy Leader of the Opposition and
government members does not help the Leader of the
Opposition.

Hon. T.e. TllEOPHANOUS-Onanumberof
occasions the minister claimed in the house that the
closure of the Sale office of the Victorian Workcover
Authority could be justified because it was open only
one day per fortnight. In fact, the office is advertised in
the White Pages as being open every Tuesday. The
opposition has been told by a number of sources that it
was open every morning between 8.00 a.m. and
10.00 am. as well as all day every Tuesday. Whichever
way you look at it, it is another example of the minister
having got it wrong.
I hasten to add that when the statements the minister
made in the house were challenged, he undertook to
respond urgently to the opposition - but to date we
have not received a response. There is no evidence of
additional resources being allocated to the Trnrnlgon
office to compensate for the closure of the Sale office
and the resignation ofDavid Considine, who was the
full-time officer at Sale.

Hon. R. M. Ballam that?

What is the relevance of

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - The relevance is
that you, Minister, claimed in the house that the
resources allocated to the Traralgon office had been
increased to compensate for the closure of the Sale
office.
Hon. Bill Forwood reference.
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Quote the Hansard

Hon. T. C. TllEOPHANOUS - I am happy to
quote the Hansard reference, if that is what the minister
needs. He was asked an additional question on the
matter, but again he did not get back with the answer.
On 6 October in the house he is reported as having said:
At the same time, the homs of the office at Traralgon were
extended. As a result of the decision taken about the Sale
office, no safety standard has been put at risk - in fact, the
reverse applies.

Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - The minister said
the hours of operation of the Trnrnlgon office had been
extended. On 6 October and again on 7 October the
minister made a statement on the same matter. During
the adjournment debate on 7 October I specifically
raised with the minister the fact that the internal
telephone listings of the VWA, which I produced,

showed not only that the Sale office had been closed
but that the number of staff at the Traralgon office had
been reduced by two!
To date I have not received a response from the
minister, despite my having raised the issue in the
house and despite his having promised me he would
make that information available.

Hon. R. M. Hallam - I will.
Hon. T. e. THEOPHANOUS - It has taken you
two weeks! It was two weeks ago!
Hon. R. M. HaIlam - I will explain very carefully
why it has taken two weeks.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - The minister has
failed to act decisively to protect all the documentation
relating to inspections and licence renewals carried out
by the Victorian Workcover Authority. The only action
the minister has taken has been to keep information
from the opposition. Following a letter sent by the
opposition to the VWA requesting information that the
minister and the authority had promised and seeking a
briefing on the legislation, the minister wrote back to
me on 14 October, stating:
... it is my clear view that a number of the requests for
specific infonnation or documents are, or may be, relevant to
the royal commission or coronial inquiry, in which case they
should not be made available.

That is what he said! He went on to say:
. .. there is to be no discussion of any issues captured by the
terms of reference of the royal commission or the coronial
inquiry, and that the briefing is to be terminated at any
attempt to circumvent my instructions on this matter.

He is very clear about the opposition not having access.

Hon. R. I. Knowles - He is very clear about them
all.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I am glad you
said that, Minister, because it is interesting that he refers
to the coronial inquiry. He says no documents should
be made available, relating to not only the royal
commission but also the coronial inquiry. The coronial
inquiry was under way when the minister came into the
house and produced the inspection reports, the very
documents the opposition had been requesting.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - That is simply wrong.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - The minister
came into the house and produced the inspection
reports; yet I requested access to inspection reports and
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he denied it. There was a coronial inquiry at the time,
but it did not worry the minister.

Hon. R. M. Hallam - No, there was not. Did you
hear that?

Hon. T. C. THEOPHA.~OUS - You can give
your own speech. The coroner was carrying out an
investigation at the time, and you knew it. You knew he
was conducting an investigation, yet you came into the
house and you made these documents available!
This whole sad saga will unfold in a way that will bring
no credit to the minister. The VWA initially rejected
allegations of a cover-up of its safety inspection
activities at the Esso Longford plant. The authority was
so confident there had not been a cover-up that it
invited the police in on 12 October. That was followed
by further inquiries by consultants from Arthur
Andersen, who were also invited in by the authority to
search its offices. That is the level - -

Hon. R. M. Hallam - It is called an audit.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - An audit is not
done by closing the office on a Friday, searching all the
inspectors' documents and throwing papers all over the
place. That is not an audit, and it is not described as an
audit in the internal memo. It is described as a search.
The opposition remains concerned that crucial
documents have not been located by the coroner and
may not be available to the royal commission. We are
aware, for example, that two amendments were granted
to Esso's dangerous goods licence without any
inspections taking place and that those amendments
were made verbally, by phone.

Hon. P. A. Katsambanis - Where is your
evidence?
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Our information
is that the only evidence is handwritten notations in the
dangerous goods licence renewal master file, which
went missing. That is the file Eileen McMahon has
acknowledged had been taken out of the Traralgon
branch. It was removed from where it was and - -

Hon. R. M. Hallam - It was shifted! That is a long
way removed from going missing.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - It was taken from
the Traralgon office.
The PRESIDENT - Order! Honourable members
on my right should keep their missiles until it is their
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turn to speak and allow the Leader of the Opposition to
put his case to the house.

Hon. R. M. Hallam - Is it still missing? Was it
relocated or did it go missing? What is your
information?
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - The critical
question, for your information, is whether the
handwritten reports still exist and whether they have
been found. No-one knows the answer to that question.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - You said it was missing.
Now you say you do not know.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - We know the file
went missing. Eileen McMahon confirmed that it was
taken out of the Traralgon branch. We also know there
were handwritten notations. We know that two
amendments to Esso's dangerous goods licence were
given without an inspection, and that they were done
over the telephone.
Hon. Bill Forwood - By whom?
Hon. T. C. THEOPHA.~OUS - The critical issue
is whether the minister took any action to protect any of
the documents. We do not even know what documents
the minister has in his own office. We know, for
example, that the minister has inspection records,
because he produced them in the house. Now he says
the inspection records are sub judice and that they
cannot be made available to the opposition. The
opposition wants to know what other inspection records
the minister has tucked away in his office and whether
he will make that documentation available to the royal
commission.
Hon. Bill Forwood interjected..
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - This is a very
serious matter, Mr Forwood. What documentation did
the minister rely on when he said in the house that no
safety issues flowed from the ice-plug incident? What
documents or briefing notes did he receive about the
ice-plug incident which enabled him to come into the
house and make that statement? What documents did
the minister receive, and will he make them available to
the royal commission?
At the end of my contribution I shall discuss some other
issues but I shall first address the minister's deception
in this house. The minister got it wrong when he told
the house about the number of field staff.

Hon. Bill Forwood - What date?
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Hon. T. C. TllEOPHANOUS - I have already
been over this. The minister also got wrong the number
of days the Sale office is open. He got wrong the notion
that there had been an increase in resources at the
Traralgon office.
Hon. Bill Forwood together.

Come on, get your act

Hon. T. C. TllEOPHA.1'JOUS - It is a
complicated issue. The minister then made a claim in
the house on 7 October - Hon. Bill Forwood -

What page?

Hon. T. C. TllEOPHANOUS - It is recorded at
page 64 of Hansard of7 October. The minister states:
... the last full examination of the Esso plant occurred in
June 1998 and was followed by another in July 1998. It was a
rigorous inspection of Esso' s facilities for the purpose of
re-issuing Esso's licence under the Dangerous Goods Act.

, A rigorous inspection' is the way the minister
described it. The inspection records show that in fact
there was an inspection by two inspectors lasting
2 hours and 45 minutes and a further, follow-up
inspection by one inspector lasting 1 hour and
40 minutes. The reports indicate that two Esso
supervisors were spoken to and that they raised no
major concerns. Of course! Why would Esso
supervisors raise major concerns? Not one of the
13 health and safety representatives is listed as having
been consulted. The minister calls 'rigorous' an
inspection that lasted 2% hours! Let us compare that
rigorous inspection with the inspections that have taken
place at the Shell refinery of recent times. Rigorous
inspections have taken place at that refinery as a result
of a crisis situation developing where the Victorian
Workcover Authority was forced to act. How long did
the VWA spend at the Shell refinery?
Hon. D. A. Nardella -

Three hours?

Hon. T. C. TllEOPHANOUS -It was not
3 hours; it was a little more than 3 hours. How long did
the VWA spend there in order to establish that the place
was not safe? It spent not 2% hours, not a day, but
12 days at the Shell refinery in order to establish that
safety problems existed there. Yet a 2 % hour inspection
is what the minister calls rigorous. No wonder the
inspectors were not able to detect some of the safety
issues and problems!

A former dangerous goods inspector I consulted on this
issue told me that a dangerous goods licence should be
accompanied by comprehensive, updated site drawings
and typically involves a 1Y2 day inspection by a
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technologist and a dangerous goods inspector, but that
in more complex establishments such as refineries an
involvement over many days, if not weeks, is not
unexpected That is what nonnally takes place with
these inspections. Yet the minister tried to mislead the
house by saying that a 2 % hour inspection was a
rigorous inspection. The minister ought to visit the site
and ask himself how long it would take to walk around
it. It would take almost 2 hours just to walk around the
site, let alone make rigorous inspections.
Whenever the opposition raises these issues the
minister always trots out the figures on deaths and
traumatic injuries. I shall address this issue once and for
all. The number of deaths in the workplace has not been
reduced. There is no evidence to support that claim.
The number of successful claims against the Victorian
Workcover Authority since 1991-92 has been reduced,
but that is simply because the new Workcover rules do
not allow claims in cases where the workplace is not
deemed to be a significant contributing factor. The
minister knows that; he knows he changed the rules. If
the workplace is not deemed to be a significant
contributing factor the claim does not get on the books.
However, that does not mean these accidents have
stopped It simply means the way they are recorded has
been changed - for example, the figures do not
include such things as heart attacks in the workplace
and stress-related deaths where the workplace was a
contributing factor. All those deaths were included in
the previous figures but they are not included in the
new figures. A much fairer test is the number of deaths
resulting from traumatic injuries. I inform the house
that the figures on this subject are quite difficult to
obtain.
The annual report of the then Occupational Health and
Safety Authority for 1991-92, the last year of the
previous Labor government, indicates 34 such
work-related fatalities were notified and investigated in
that year. It states that work-related deaths from illness
or disease are not included in those figures - they
were taken out because they were not traumatic ones and still the authority investigated 34 deaths resulting
from traumatic injuries in 1991-92. This compares with
the figure for deaths from traumatic injuries over the
past few years, which has remained steady at around
40.
There has not been any dramatic change or
improvement in the number of deaths and injuries. The
government makes up things as it goes along, as does
the Victorian Workcover Authority. An article in the
Herald Sun of 5 July, in which Anthony Black reports
on the rise in workplace deaths, states:
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The latest Victorian Workcover Authority figures reveal
120 workplace deaths in the 12 months to 30 June - 10 more
than in the previous year.

I was intrigued by this SO I contacted Mr Black. He
informed me that his source for those figures was the
Victorian Workcover Authority. The article further
states:
The level of workplace tragedy has prompted Workcover to
commission a study to find out why workplace deaths are
rising.
Workcover is hoping the $900 000 study, to be done by
Monash University's Accident Research Centre over three
years, will uncover trends behind workplace deaths and
injuries.
Workcover's director of public affairs, Eileen McMahon, said
the research program would look beyond the site of a death.
'We need to know why they are being killed', she said.
Ms McMahon said the research team would visit work sites ...
Ms McMahon said Workcover obviously was disappointed
about the rise in deaths because it had spent $6 million last
financial year on advertising preventative workplace safety
campaigns.

Eileen McMahon and the Victorian Workcover
Authority are saying there were 10 more deaths, that
the authority's $6 million campaign had not worked
and that it would spend $900 000 to try to find out why
there was an increase in deaths. Yet the figures
provided to me by the authority do not show an
increase in deaths from last year to this year. They are
completely different from the figures quoted by
Anthony Black. The Workcover figures show 120 in
1996-97 and 118 in 1997-98. This is another example
of false and misleading information being given out to
the public. It has to stop.
The minister has also quoted massive reductions in
traumatic injuries by more than 50 per cent. At page 6
of the Hansard of 6 October he is reported as saying:
... we have brought the number of traumatic injuries down by

something in excess of 50 per cent - from 6822, the number
when we arrived, to 2991.

I make four points about this. Firstly, these figures are
not on the number of traumatic injuries as the minister
has claimed. They are figures on the number of
traumatic injury claims. Traumatic injury claims are
different from the number of traumatic injuries. The
number of claims has obviously dropped because one
cannot claim in the same way under Workcover. For
instance, journey accidents cannot be claimed. Nor can
a host of other accidents that are not allowed under the
new definition of injury. It is misleading to claim there
has been a reduction in traumatic injuries. The number
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of claims has dropped because of denial of access to a
claim, not because of fewer accidents.
The figures are wrong anyway. The minister claims
6882 in 1991-92, whereas the figures the Victorian
Workcover Authority has provided to me show the
figure at 5687. Even the Victorian Workcover
Authority was honest enough to exclude journey claims
from the figures. That is the level to which this minister
has fallen.
There is a more relevant measure. When we talk about
the number of claims, whether they be traumatic injury
claims or other types of claims, let's talk about serious
injury claims. To most people the number of serious
injuries may be a more relevant measure of what is
happening in the workplace. According to the Victorian
Workcover Authority 1996-97 Annual Report, the
number of serious injury claims increased from 672 in
1992-93 to 2346 in 1996-97.
Hon. R. M. HaIlam - Where did you get this
from?
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - It is interesting
that the minister asks me the question. I refer the
minister to his own annual report.
Hon. R. M. HaIlam - The accusation is that I have
misled the house.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - These figures are
from the annual report which lists the serious injury
claims.
Hon. R. M. HaIlam - What does it have to do with
your motion?
Hon. M. A. Birrell- You have to substantiate your
allegation against the minister.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I do not know
how many times we have to do that because we have
been putting on the record a series of wrong and
misleading claims by this minister. This is just one of a
number. Minister, if you say the number of traumatic
injuries has been reduced, you need to establish that
that is the case. That is not what has occurred at all.
That claim is wrong. The correct claim, even if you
wanted to make it in that way, would be to say that the
number of traumatic injury claims has been reduced.
You could make that claim but if you were half honest
about it you would still have to at least take out the
journey injuries. This is an example of an attempt to
give misleading information. Misleading information
has been received on the number of deaths, about the
closure of the Sale office, about the Traralgon office,
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and the list goes on. None of these questions has been
addressed by the minister.

HOD. R. M. Hallam - I will address them all.
HOD. M. A. Birrell- He has not spoken yet; you
have been speaking for 1 hour and 20 minutes.
HOD. T.e. TBEOPHANOUS-Youcould
always extend the normal courtesy and give us the extra
half an hour. It is all in your hands.
Honourable members interjecting.

HOD. T. e. THEOPHANOUS - I make another
point about prosecutions. The number of prosecutions
of negligent employers has dropped dramatically in the
state.
HOD. R. M. HaIlam - Is that a good sign or a bad
sign?

HOD. T. e. THEOPHANOUS - It is indicative
that the minister thinks it is a good sign.
HOD. R. M. HaIlam - No, I asked you: is that a
good sign or a bad sign?

Hoo. T. e. THEOPHANOUS - The minister
believes it is a good sign that the number has dropped.
The number of prosecutions of negligent employers in
1991-92 - the last year of the Labor government was 95. That was when the Occupational Health and
Safety Authority was probably in its first full year of
operation. The figure for 1992-93 was 68; in 1993-94
it was 55; in 1994-95 it was 79; and in 1996--97 it was
76.
I have just gone through the annual reports because that
is the only way to find documentation. However, I
hasten to add: who knows how many there were in
1995-96 because the government did not list them in
the annual reports of either the Victorian Workcover
Authority or the Department of State Development. It is
clear from the figures available that the number of
prosecutions has never reached the levels in 1991-92
under the former Occupational Health and Safety
Authority. They did not reach that under you, Minister
Birrell. When you had control of it they were down to
55.

Hoo. M. A. Birrell- When you were in
government it was 45.

HOD. T. e. TBEOPHANOUS - That is an
indication of how this government operates. It thinks it
is a good thing to have a lower level of prosecutions.
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Hon. M. A. Birrell- It was 45 under you. Would
that be unacceptable?
Hon. T. e. THEOPHANOUS - It was 95 in
1991-92 when the authority was fully functioning. I
shall comment about the expansion of the terms of
reference of the royal commission because they are
designed to ensure that the cover-up continues. Minister
Birrell came into this house in August 1990 and argued
for an expansion of the terms of reference for the royal
commission that was being established into
Tricontinental at the time. He was successful because
the government agreed to increase the terms of
reference. If the Minister for Finance has any integrity
he will use the terms of reference for the land deals and
the Tricontinental royal commissions as a model. At the
instigation of the current Leader of the Government the
terms of reference of both those royal commissions
examined whether there was dishonesty, impropriety,
misconduct or negligence on the part of any person. It
specifically examined those issues and you,
Minister Birrell, insisted on it
Hon. M. A. Birrell- Absolutely right.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Exactly the same
words were used for the land deal royal commission.
The words used were dishonesty, impropriety,
malfeasance or negligence on the part of any person.
Why was it good enough for two royal commissions
but not good enough for the present royal commission?
The reason is there has been a change of government.
This government does not have the guts to live up to the
principles it espoused when in opposition.
I shall conclude in the following way. I had intended
spending some time on the latest incident at Shell
where concerns have been expressed, but I will not
have time to do so. There is a litany of failure to
properly examine safety at the Shell plant that goes
back to 1994 when someone was killed. It also goes
back to 1995 when, after the insistence of the Country
Fire Authority, it was found that 150 items were not
being complied with and there were many serious
problems at Shell. Not only did it find all those items
but many of the same problems were discovered in the
12-day audit conducted recently at Shell. People have
had a gutful of this authority and this government not
living up to their responsibilities to look after safety in
the workplace. It is crisis management. It is only after
workers' deaths or workers threatening to walk off the
job because of safety issues that any action is taken.
This serious motion condemns the Minister for Finance
for:
(a) providing false or misleading infonnation to the house ...
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I have given five examples of the minister providing
false or misleading information to the house. The
motion also states that the house condemns the Minister
for Finance for:
(b)

compromising the safety of workers by allowing a culture
of low morale to develop ...

The low morale is evident from the documents I have
produced from the 29 inspectors at the meeting to
which I referred. Morale was one of the biggest issues
and it is documented in the memorandum. The low
morale led to the development of a culture within the
Victorian Workcover Authority that is not conducive to
prosecution, so much so that the most senior inspector
at the authority's Mulgrave office is complaining of
being nobbled. That is what happened when he tried to
prosecute an employer who was negligent in the
workplace.
The minister has taken no action to protect
documentation. We do not know what documentation is
around or what the VWA is hiding. A number of
agencies are now running around trying to discover
exactly what the VWA did in the lead-up to the
Longford disaster.
We also have the utter hypocrisy of the government
establishing royal commission terms of reference that
do not live up to the standard that the Liberal Party,
then in opposition, imposed on the previous
government but which its members have gone about
saying is the appropriate standard.
My motion is about safety in the workplace. The
opposition will continue to pursue these issues because
lives are at stake. Never can enough be done by us or
the community to demand that everything possible be
done to ensure workers are not killed or maimed
because of inaction.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) - In
responding to the motion moved by Mr Theophanous I
shall first dispel a number of wild accusations he made
in the course of his meanderings. He insinuated there
was something nefarious about the merger of the
occupational health and safety organisation and the
VW A. I seem to recall that that merger was supported
by the Victorian opposition.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous- We do not support it;
we never have.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I could almost rest my
case at that point. Mr Theophanous then read out a list
of regulations which, he says, have been taken out of
existence. I do not dispute that there has been a massive
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shift in the operation of health and safety in Victoria, as
there has been throughout Australia and across all the
world's developed nations. Much of what he said about
the removal of regulations is not disputed. It is a fact of
historic precedent.
Then Mr Theophanous says he has got me on the griller
because he has an undated document.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous -

It is dated.

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I am sorry; it is dated
7 November. I do not intend to do more than simply
repeat the subject matter cited at its top - namely,
'Dispute in relation to written reprimand'.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous an employee; you support it.

You want to prosecute

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I use this as evidence of
your challenge to me, Mr Theophanous. It came from
an officer who was reprimanded. My advice since is
that Jim Amott is now in the compliance branch and
has been promoted
Hon. T. C. Theophanous Minister?

Why was that,

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I do not intend to
canvass any of the issues in the document because they
have been dispelled.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - Because you cannot refute
them.
Honourable members interjecting.

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I don't want to refute
them.
Hon. D. A. Nardella -

That is the problem.

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Then we have the major
thrust of his argument - Hon. T. C. Theophanous - PBR still has not been
prosecuted.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM acknowledge that.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous -

That much is true, I
Why?

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Because the case is still
under active consideration.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous talking about November 1997.

For how long? We are
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Honourable members interjecting.

The PRESIDENT - Order! Hansard cannot hear
the minister's reply.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I am advised that in July
1996 the VWA had 170 operational inspectors. In July
this year that figure had risen to 203. We expect that in
July 1999 we will have 223 inspectors. To the extent
that Mr Theophanous quoted me to the house I do not
have any reason to challenge his quotation on this
occasion. But the accusation in this case was that I got
it wrong because there were only 175 inspectors. That
is what Mr Theophanous says.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - That is what it says in
the document.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - That would relate only to
the field operational branch staff and does not include
inspectors from other branches within field services. I
am told we have 30 technologists who are over and
above the 175 figure. I am quite relaxed about being
challenged on the basis of the figures.
Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous - Have you reclassified
a whole lot of people?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - You can have it
whatever way you want, Mr Theophanous, but you
have brought to this chamber a most serious challenge
to me on the basis that I misled the house. You got it
wrong!
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - According to you.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I look forward to
rebutting the accusation about the Sale office and I am
happy to talk through the issue raised about the coronial
inquiry.

By way of background, I will tell the house what I feel
about this motion. Nobody would be surprised to hear
me say that I take workplace safety seriously and
personally.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - Why will you not then
prosecute?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - We might argue at the
margins, but I do not think even Mr Theophanous could
doubt my motivation about workplace safety. Since the
day I was given the portfolio in the shadow ministry the
issue of workplace safety has become something of a
personal crusade. How many times have I said in this
house that we run this argument from the side of the
angels? There is no downside to an improvement in

workplace safety. The best claim, I continue to say, is
the one we avoid; if we avoid the claim, we avoid the
cost to the worker, the employer and the community.
That is the message I have preached from day one. It is
hardly surprising that I take this motion very seriously
and personally, even though I have long since lost any
respect for the honourable member who brings the
challenge. Of course I take it as a personal affront and I
intend to demonstrate that the challenges are not only
unsubstantiated but unfair and untrue.
The sad aspect about this motion is that it has a more
insidious side to it. The opposition - or, more
particularly, Mr Theophanous - is determined to
politicise and denigrate the issue of workplace safety.
By doing so it makes it harder for the government to
achieve its objective of having saferworkplaces across
Victoria The real tragedy is that the tactics
Mr Theophanous employs of denigrating the
government's role in workplace safety not only appear
petty but can be destructive. Ifhe cannot see that, I feel
sorry for him.
The opposition is making it more difficult to provide
workplace protection for the workers whose cause they
claim to champion. The difficulty I have, and I talk
about it all the time - Honourable members interjecting.

Hon. R. M. HALLAM big picture.

I want to talk about the

Honourable members interjecting.

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - You insist on chasing
ambulances thereby reducing the issue to the lowest
common denominator. That makes me so sad The
problem is that our getting the numbers down is not
necessarily seen as good news. It does not get
Mr Theophanous a headline. What he wants more than
anything is the headline. It is sad that he is prepared to
prostitute himself to grab the headline in the
newspapers.

Mr Th~phanous says he ~ about workplace safety,
but he IS prepared to throw It all away for the I-minute
grab on television.
I took the decision regarding this motion that for the
sake of today's debate I would give the opposition the
benefit of the doubt. I have assumed there is more to the
motion than just the crudest of politics and that this is
not just another instance of having a go at a personal
level. I started on the premise that some opposition
members do care about workplace safety, about the
claims that we may avoid, that there are some good
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employers and that not everyone is driven by the
bottom line. I am bemused.

Hon. T. C. Tbeopbanous Get it right!

I shall pose a number of hypothetical questions to
members opposite. Why do you want to go through this
issue again? We did it last week. What advantage is it
to the opposition to go through it again? Does the
opposition really want everyone to believe its members
are totally bereft of ideas to raise during general
business on Wednesdays? If the issue is workplace
safety, why does the opposition patronise its leader's
obsession with the Victorian Workcover Authority?
Why is it all about W orkcover? This is the obsession of
the Leader of the Opposition.

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - They are going down. If
that is the case, why does Mr Theophanous insist on
quoting prosecution numbers? Is that a good or bad
sign? Does it mean we are winning or losing? Does it
mean we have better performing employers or,
conversely, that there is some slackness in the system?
Mr Theophanous does not draw any conclusions; he
just says the number of prosecutions is declining.

I refer the house to the data on the Victorian Workcover
Authority since the last election. Mr Theophanous has
asked me 49 questions on Workcover. He mentioned
Andrew Lindberg on 24 occasions and Eileen
McMahon on 18 occasions. Why does he insist on
challenging the role and performance of the Victorian
Workcover Authority? It is like saying that every time
we hear evidence of a crime we should insist on
investigating the Victoria Police. IfMr Theophanous is
concerned about workplace safety why doesn't he look
at some of the general data, because it is a good story. If
he is not prepared to congratulate the government on
that good data, he should at least acknowledge on
behalf of the people he says he is representing that the
data is heading in the right direction. Workplace safety
is improving. The data is undeniable.
IfMr Theophanous is not prepared to use the data, what
criteria would he select? Would he argue his case on
the premium cost and employee benefits? Ifhe does, he
must acknowledge that Victoria has the best system in
Australia. Does he want to argue about time lost? If so,
he would find the data reveals that Victoria has the best
system in Australia Perhaps Mr Theophanous should
refer to the Auditor-General's last performance audit?
Why not consider the Boston Consulting Group report?
It said of the Victorian W orkcover Authority that the
mantle of best practice had come to Victoria He should
consider the Upjohn report, which is the best and most
recognised international authority. It says the
turnaround in respect of workers compensation is
startling. Why not look at the Arthur Andersen report?
It undertook a comprehensive investigation in 1997 and
reported that the Victorian Workcover Authority was
well managed and financially responsible. If
Mr Theophanous is not satisfied with any of those
authorities he should examine the data. Claim numbers,
deaths and traumatic injuries - however
Mr Theophanous measures them - are going down.

No, it is the claims.

I invite Mr Theophanous to more carefully think
through the propositions he puts before the house, even
though it may be painful for him. Mr Theophanous
chose none of the propositions I mentioned, but
attacked the quality of the inspections, which is a
subjective judgment. He also relied upon a claim of low
staff morale, again a subjective judgment and totally
pointless. The issues do not take the opposition
anywhere. How does Mr Theophanous draw the
conclusion that I have misled the house when he runs
that stupid data?

In considering the source of the information, the house
is invited to speculate on the motivation of those
providing the data and their reliability. Could it be that
opposition members are being used in the process? Has
it crossed their minds that they may be used?
Mr Theophanous acknowledged yesterday that his
informant was an inspector. Do you deny that?
HoD. T. C. Tbeophanous you who my informant is.
HoD. R. L Knowles inspector?

I am not going to tell

You did not say it was an

Hon. T. C. Theophaoous informants.

I have lots of

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - You fingered at least one
inspector. We know the source of your information. We
know there is at least one disloyal employee.
Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous witch-hunt.

This is the old

Hoo. R. M. HALLAM - At the very least it
represents a breach of the terms of appointment.
HoD. T. C. Tbeophanous demote Mr Arnott?

Are you going to

HoD. B. T. Pullen inteIjected.

Honourable members interjecting.
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The DEPUTY PRESIDENT - Order! This has
been a robust debate but it is getting out of hand. I ask
honourable members to desist from constant
inteIjections. I remind the minister that his comments
should be directed through the Chair.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Mr Theophanous is
prepared to rely on one inf01mant, but sacrifice the
other inspectors. He has named inspectors in the
chamber and has denigrated both their role and
performance.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - He has denigrated your role
and performance as the minister.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT - Order! Again I ask
members to desist from inteIjecting across the table.
Mr Nardella will have the next call and he can respond
then.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Mr Theophanous was
prepared to name inspectors whom he later described as
not doing their job. He cannot deny that; it is on the
record.

Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Mr Theophanous said
yesterday, as recorded in Hansard, that he
acknowledged they were not doing the job.
Hon. B. T. Pullen - Give us the quote. You insist
on having the exact quote.
HoD. R. M. HALLAM -

Look up your own

Hansard.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT - Order! I remind
honourable members that statements reported in the
same session of Hansard are not allowed to be quoted.
HOD. R. M. HALLAM - I could refer to
Mr Theophanous's comment yesterday, but he does not
deserve it. On the basis of unsubstantiated and
unidentified sources Mr Theophanous is prepared to
sacrifice other dedicated and loyal employees of the
Victorian Workcover Authority. That is unfair, which
just one person on the other side of the chamber should
acknowledge, because those people are doing their jobs
and they have no right of rebuttal.

Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - We should remember
that two employees ofEsso died in the Longford
incident. I again extend the condolences of the
government to the families of those who were directly
involved. I want to disassociate myself and the
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government from this attempt to politicise a terrible
tragedy.
By way of a general reaction to Mr Theophanous's
comments, I will leave the accusations he levels to the
royal commission and the coronial inquiry. I am
prepared to have the government judged on its
performance, and I look forward to that.
Hon. B. T. Pullen inteIjected.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - The performance is
irrefutable, with a 49 per cent reduction in the number
of traumatic injuries since the inception of Workcover.
HoD. T. C. Theophanous -

Claims!

Honourable members inter:Jecting.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - From 1991-92 to
1997-98 there was a 49 per cent reduction in traumatic
injuries and a 41 per cent reduction in the number of
deaths, which represents a drop in injuries from 5687 to
2888 and a drop in deaths from 200 to 118. We have
the lowest injury rate of any Australian state.
Hon. T. C. Theopbanous house.

Stop misleading the

Honourable members inter:Jecting.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - We have the lowest
premium structure of any Australian state. The
undeniable fact is that there have been significant
improvements in workplace safety across the state. I am
happy to be judged on the record.
I refer to the shift in emphasis of occupational health
and safety inspections. I am bemused by
Mr Theophanous' s stance because he is out of step with
everybody else. He is the equivalent of Baldrick of the
Black Adder comedy series. In 1985 the then Cain
government introduced the Occupational Health and
Safety Act, section 21 of which provides:
Duties of employers
(1)

An employer shall provide and maintain so far as is
practicable for employees a working environment that is
safe and without risks to health.

That was a change in the culture: that act of Parliament
said that from henceforth responsibility for the
maintenance of a safe workplace would rest primarily
with the employer. That is consistent with occupational
health and safety movements across the Western world
IfMr Theophanous is still not convinced, I refer to the
development by the National Occupational Health and
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Safety Authority of a national standard for plant,
against which we now compare ourselves. I remind
Mr Theophanous of the signatories to the document.
They included the union movement, peak employer
organisations and every jurisdiction across the nation.
We worked out a standard for plant, following which
terms of reference were put in place to establish
legislation in every jurisdiction. Mr Theophanous is out
of step not only with the union movement but with his
comrades, because it was signed by the New South
Wales government. As I said, the standard was adopted
by every jurisdiction across the nation, so he is way out
of step.
Now the obligations lie clearly with the people who
create and control workplace risks, and I put it to the
chamber that that is exactly how it should be. The
concept of the government and its agency being
responsible for activities that occur every day
throughout Victoria's 300000 workplaces is absolutely
absurd As an aside, I am not persuaded by the opinion
piece in today's Herald Sun, written by Andrew Scott,
the President of the Victorian Law Institute. However, I
like his conclusion:
A return to common-law rights, and to a proper regime of
health and safety, separate from compensation, would go
some way to restoring confidence. And saving lives.

Doesn't that say everything about the legal fraternity?
If, as Mr Theophanous postulates, the previous system
of external inspectors meticulously inspecting
individual pieces of equipment was so much better than
the current system, why is the data going in the wrong
direction to support his contention? How are we
improving experiences in the workplaces?

Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous - You're not The
figures are dodgy - I've just been through them. The
number of serious injuries has gone up by 400 per cent.
Honourable members interjecting.

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I refer to the specifics of
Mr Theophanous's challenge. Firstly, as to the Sale
office, I am told that I misled the house. On 6 October I
was asked a question by Mr Theophanous about the
closure of the Sale office. I corrected him and said that
it was not open one day a week but that my advice was
that it was open one day a fortnight. The advice I had at
that time has been confirmed - that is, that it was open
one day a fortnight. There may have been some
confusion, and I forgive him if that is so.
I said that at the same time as the Sale office was
closed, the hours of the office in Traralgon were
extended. I acknowledge that I am on the record as
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saying that. By the next night Mr Theophanous had
converted that statement, saying that I had said the
resources at the Traralgon office had been increased.
The reason I did not send the honourable member the
letter I had drafted is that I suspected he had some
nefarious intent and that he intended to continue
either--

Hon. T. C. Theophanous - What do your
promises to the house mean?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - The house has a choice:
either the misconstruction of what I said was
inadvertent, in which case he should apologise, or it
was deliberate, in which case I do not know what we
should do to him!
Hon. T. C. Theopbanous - Why don't you
apologise for misleading the house?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Let the record clearly
show that I did not say that staffmg at the Traralgon
office had increased. You claimed in the chamber that I
did. I said the hours of the Traralgon office had been
extended. Let me tell you how they were extended: on
1 August the previous hours of the Traralgon office,
8.30 a.m. to 5.00 p.m., were extended to 8.00 a.m. to
5.30 p.m. That is an additional hour each day.
Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous - With two fewer staID
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - The Traralgon office is
at present staffed by one team leader, seven field
officers, one investigator and one administrative officer.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - Which is two fewer.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - The Traralgon office is
open five days a week on the new extended basis. I am
happy to put that on the record, because you challenged
me with misleading the house. But it was you - you
misled the house!
Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous - You have lied to the
house!
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I invite honourable
members to draw their own conclusions: either
Mr Theophanous's misconstruction of what I told the
house was inadvertent or it was deliberate. He knows
he got it wrong!
Hon. R. I. Knowles - And not for the first time!
Hon. R M. HALLAM - And not for the first
time.
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Honourable members interjecting.

The DEPUTY PRESIDEl\l - Order! The Chair
cannot hear what the minister is saying, and I am sure
Hansard cannot hear, either. I again ask members to
allow the minister to make his point so we can all hear.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - The point is that the
honourable member not only misquoted me but now
knows he misquoted me, because he has the record in
front of him.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - I quoted you
absolutely correctly.
Hon. Bill Forwood - You did not! Liar!
Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous - I read it out!
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT - Order! The
accusations going across the chamber will be tested by
the vote that the house ultimately takes. Other members
can make fonnal contributions to rebuke the points
currently being made by the member who has the call. I
ask honourable members to refrain from debating
across the chamber and to use the appropriate fonns of
the house to decide on these matters - and that is not
by way of intetjection.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT - Order! I am not
exactly sure what words were spoken because of the
crossfire of interjections, but I remind all members that
it is unparliamentary to call any member a liar. I will
listen intently to see whether that occurs again.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I will go on to the next
challenge about the conduct of the coronial inquiry. I
have in front of me the letter I think the honourable
member quoted from. The letter, which is dated
14 October, is addressed to me and signed by
Mr Theophanous, who wrote:
I refer to your letter faxed 14 October 1998. I understand your
reluctance to release to the opposition any documents that
may be relevant to the Longford royal commission or to
coronial inquiry.

There is a typo there, Mr Theophanous. You went on to
say:
However, I note that you referred to inspection reports in
Parliament whilst there was clearly a coronial inquiry under
way.

You repeated that today in the house. The draft letter I
prepared for you states:

Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous - I read out the quote.

I am pleased that you acknowledge, as I do, that material
which falls within the range of matters which may be
considered by the coroner or the royal commission should not
be released to any party other than those bodies.

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I do not intend to take it
any further, because you have been caught out,
Mr Theophanous.

Let me correct you in that there was no coronial inquiry under
way when I addressed Parliament on these matters recently.
The coroner's inquest was formally opened on 14 October
1998.

Hon. T. C. Theophanous - I read out the quote.
What more can I do? The office was not open one day a
fortnight. That is a lie, and that will come out in the
royal commission, if it does not come out here.

Wrong again. The second challenge he brings before
the chamber, that I misled the house, is factually
wrong! There is no case to answer!

Hon. T. C. Theophanous- You should talk!
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - That is unparliamentary
language, and I ask that it be withdrawn.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT - Order! I ask
Mr Theophanous whether he is prepared to retract those
comments? We do not call each other liars.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - I did not call him a
liar. I said 'That is a lie'.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT - Order! With the
crossfire across the chamber, I cannot remember
exactly what the words were.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - Mr Forwood called
me a liar before. Didn't you!

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - As to the quality of the
inspections, let me say that from my perspective the
outcomes speak for themselves. I know
Mr Theophanous does not like good news, but the
outcomes speak for themselves. There are now more
inspections, more visits and more hours spent in the
workplace on inspection.
Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous - More visits and more
inspections? Is that what you said?
Hon. R M. HALLAM - Be very careful,
Mr Theophanous: there is a difference between
inspections and visitations. You quoted me as saying
there had been about 1000 inspections on a particular
site over 10 years but that there had been 37 over the
past two years. You have made great play of the fact
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that on your mathematics the standard of inspections
has therefore fallen, or at least the number has fallen.

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Okay, I will settle for
that.

Bon. T. C. Tbeopbanous - The number, yes.

Hon. T. C. Theopbanous - You will settle for
that?

Bon. R. M. HALLAM - Okay, the number.
Plenty of evidence suggests that one visit under the old
system could represent many inspections.
Bon. T. C. Theopbanous - And under the new
system?
Bon. R. M. HALLAt\f - I have plenty of
documentation to suggest that on one occasion up to
14 inspections were logged on one visit. Where is your
data now?
Hon. T. C. Theopbanous - Are you going to
make the data available to the royal commissioner?
Bon. R. M. HALLAM - Of course; I am going to
give the royal commissioner everything that is
available. What about you? You are the one throwing
the accusations around. Are you going to provide it
with everything you may have?
Bon. T. C. Theophanous - Absolutely!
Bon. R. M. HALLAM - Thank you very much.
Hon. T. C. Tbeopbanous - Don't you worry about
that. We want to know what is in your office.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Mr Theophanous's next
challenge is that all this is being driven by low morale.
His measurement of low morale is intriguing, and his
attempt to tie that into his end claim is even more
intriguing. Let me give the house some facts: not only
do we have more inspectors, they are now better
trained.
Hon. T. C. Theopbanous- You have not got
more inspectors!
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - We have more
inspectors, who are now better trained and better
equipped. Under the previous system there was one car
to about two inspectors. Now they each have a vehicle,
and by Christmas they will each have a laptop
computer. They are better equipped and, as it happens,
they are better paid as well. Mr Theophanous talked
about low morale. If morale is so low, how come the
authority had 900 applications from outside for the new
jobs?
Hon. Jean McLean - Because of the huge
unemployment in this state!

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I will settle for the fact
that the 900 applications from outside were a direct
result of the employment level. I will settle for that.
Whatever it was, there is great interest in the job, which
is hardly consistent with the notion that people are
driven by the low morale issue Mr Theophanous talked
about.
Mr Theophanous then said I should be accused of lack
of support for comprehensive safety inspections and
prosecutions. I am not sure of the case he wants to
make about prosecutions. I still do not know whether he
thinks the fact that they have gone down is good or
bad - he did not actually get to that. Inspection activity
is up - higher than at any time under the previous
Labor government; enforcement and compliance
activity is up; and inspections are now much more
comprehensive and cover a broader range of risk and
hazards as a matter of routine.
Mr Theophanous's fmal challenge, the piece de
resistance to me, was to say I failed to act to protect all
documentation. I am really bemused about how he gets
a minister into that position when in fact, in the first
place, I am responsible for an independent authority.
Let us leave that to one side. If! had done what he says
I should have done in the very next breath he would be
accusing me of interference.
Because of the accusations being bandied about
publicly, primarily driven by Mr Theophanous himself,
the Victorian Workcover Authority decided to put the
issue beyond doubt and of its own volition called in the
police and sent in an internal auditor. Mr Theophanous
did not like that. He thought there was a presumption of
guilt. We were trying to protect the integrity of the
authority, the same authority he seems so hell-bent on
dismantling. We were making the point to all and
sundry that every effort was being made to protect the
data.
Mr Theophanous says it has gone missing. Maybe it
has gone missing to his informant, but that is a fair way
removed from the suggestion that it has gone from the
face of the earth. Is Mr Theophanous surprised that we
would act to protect the data in this environment? What
would he have done in the circumstances? A member
of Parliament is out in the public arena making all sorts
of wild accusations about data being shredded. Doesn't
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he think that if the roles were reversed he would have
done something to protect the data?
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - Like the shredded
data?
Hon. R M. HALLAM - For what it is worth, my
advice from the authority is that there is no data that
will be unavailable to the coroner - none. That does
not mean it will necessarily be available to
Mr Theophanous's informant. I make that point again.
Mr Theophanous can read into it whatever he likes.
Mr Theophanous has made great play of the fact that
the coroner came in in what he described as a raid.
Leave aside the fact that the coroner said it was not a
raid, it was the normal course of business;
Mr Theophanous made great play of the fact that the
coroner came in on this so-called raid and said publicly
that the coroner's officers or agents actually moved
people away from computers, stood them to one side
and downloaded the data I suspect in that environment
Mr Theophanous would also be prepared to
acknowledge that all the data will have been captured
by the coroner. Does that mean that when the authority
is exonerated Mr Theophanous will accept the
outcome? He has painted himself into a nice little
corner.

Hon. T. C. Theophanous - It depends on whether
you expand the terms of reference.
Hon. R M. HALLAM - No. Mr Theophanous
said the coroner had to do this because he wanted to get
all the data Now you are hoist with your own petard,
Mr Theophanous. You will be required to accept the
outcome of the coroner's inquiry and the royal
commission.
I am prepared to stand on my record and the availability
of data How about you, Mr Theophanous? Are you
prepared to stand by the accusations you have made out
in the public arena? Are you prepared to give a
guarantee to the chamber that every piece of
information you have gleaned from whatever source
will be made available to the coroner and the royal
commission?
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - Are you prepared to
prosecute PBR?
Hon. R M. HALLAM - Do you want me to take
that as a negative?
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - Are you prepared to
prosecute PBR?
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The DEPUTY PRESIDENT - Order! I ask
honourable members on both sides of the chamber to
direct their comments through the Chair. It is the
custom of the house, and it takes the personal heat out
of these sorts of arguments.
Bon. R M. HALLAM - In that case I simply
remind the chamber that I invited Mr Theophanous,
who brings this accusation against me, to give a
commitment to the chamber that all the information in
his keeping will be faithfully supplied to both the
coroner and the royal commission and that he was
unprepared to give that commitment.
The other aspect is the claim that the terms of reference
of the royal commission should be expanded I have
two very competent supporters in Mr Forwood and
Mr Hartigan who will take up that issue in the chamber.
I simply say by way of rebuttal that I am happy to stand
on my record as a minister. I am happy to represent the
Kennett government and I am happy to have the
Kennett government stand on its record. I make this
point - and this is the most critical point of allhowever you want to judge the issue brought to the
chamber by Mr Theophanous, surely the most
appropriate criteria - Honourable members interjecting.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT - Order! The
minister is about to make some important comments in
the context of this debate, and the conversations across
the chamber make it impossible for the Chair or
Hansard to hear.
Hon. R M. BALLAM - Whatever else is said, the
most important basis of judgment must surely be the
record ofworkplace safety in the state. I hope at least
that we could agree on that point. It is on that basis that
I am happy to be judged on the record since 1991-92
when the Kennett government came to power.
I submit that Mr Theophanous did not lead any
evidence whatsoever in his challenge to me personally.
To the extent that he cited two instances where I had
quoted figures to the house, I have now been able to
demonstrate that on both occasions he was wrong. I
suggest to the chamber that this motion should be not
only defeated but simply dismissed.
Bon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) - As
both Mr Theophanous and the minister said, this is a
very serious motion indeed. It goes to the heart of what
this government is achieving out in the workplaces the standards it promotes, the support it gives to
inspectors and fmally, in respect of the tragedy at
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Longford, the rigour with which it gives the royal
commissioner the power to investigate the incident.
The government does not stand by the principles it
espoused when it was in opposition. It does not have
any standards when it comes to the royal commission
and the investigation of the circumstances and factors
surrounding the tragedy at Longford. If it had principles
and actually did not want to whitewash what it has been
up to and the responsibility of the minister it would put
in place the sorts of terms of reference that were
established for the TricontinentaI royal commission and
the land deals royal commission in 1979.
That is not the view of this government. Its view is to
whitewash or try to get rid of the issue. It does not waQ.t
to investigate the real situation and the real culprits of
Longford It does not want to examine the responsible
minister or the public servants. The inquiry should be
dealing with the minister. The government wants to
take it off the agenda and off the front pages of the
newspapers. It does not want an investigation that goes
to the heart of the matter.
I quote some words ofMr Birrell in 1990 when he was
Leader of the Opposition in this place. He was arguing
for an expansion of the terms of the royal commission
into Tricontinental. They are important words that
should be quoted back to Mr Birrell and Mr Hallam
because they are the standards that should be used as a
reference for the royal commissioner. At page 41 of
Hansard of 29 August 1990 Mr Birrell is reported as
saying:
I ask the Minister for Industry and Economic Planning-

who was at that time a former member for Doutta Galla
Province, the Honourable David White who I hope will respond promptly on behalf of the
govenunent, to reflect on the Victoria Government Gazene of
Wednesday, 20 June 1979, where the appointment of the
royal commissioner into the land deals was announced. That
royal commissioner was given one particular power to inquire
into whether there was 'dishonesty, impropriety, malfeasance
or negligence on the part of any person' .

That is the standard that Mr Birrell required of the
government of the day with regard to the Tricontinental
royal commission.

Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous - He has changed his
tune.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - Both Mr Birrell and
Mr Hallam have changed their tunes. The position they
supported in 1990 is not the position they support
today. It is important that the Longford royal
commission investigates any dishonesty, impropriety,
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malfeasance or negligence on the part of any person.
The government does not want to do that. It does not
want to expand the terms of reference because it will
get caught out It is hiding stuff. It is hiding its
performance, which has been abysmal. A major
catastrophe occurred in Victoria with the gas supplies
having to be cut off for more than a week. The state's
GDP has been reduced by about 1 per cent and
Australia-wide there has been a reduction 0[0.4 per
cent. It is a major economic problem.
The royal commission needs to be given the widest
possible powers to consider every aspect of that
disaster. The words ofMr Birrell will come back to
haunt the government. The government cannot run
away from the standard he was suggesting in 1990. At
page 44 of Hansard of29 October he is reported as
saying:
The minister should use the land deals royal commission as a
precedent. lfhe does not use it as a precedent, people will
know that he is running away.

This government is running away from its
responsibilities. It is trying to use Esso and others as
scapegoats for its responsibility. It is not prepared to use
the standards it asked the former Labor government to
implement, and which were implemented in 1990. That
is not good enough. This government does not have
standards or principles. It talks about propriety, but has
none when it suits ministers of the Crown. The
coalition does not have the standards it talked about
when in opposition. At every opportunity the standards
are broken and thrown away to safeguard its position.
The government does not disclose the problems caused
because of its policies.
Many of the points Mr Theophanous raised in the
debate were not challenged by the minister. A decision
on whether further action on PBR Automotive Pty Ltd
is needed has been under consideration for almost a
year. I refer the house to the incident investigation
report on PBR The quotes can be described as juicy or
perhaps sad because the inspector has rightly brought
the conditions and concerns involving this company to
the attention of the authority. They have been
dismissed. The minister responsible for Workcover and
the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology say
the claims are the result of a disgruntled employee. That
is how they are attempting to discredit this inspector.
The incident investigation report states:
There have been 12 improvement notices and one prohibition
notice issued to the employer ... There has been one prior
incident at this site involving a contractor, which resulted in a
fatality. The incident happened on 24 February 1994, the
incident victim died at a later date ...
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There was another prior incident on 14 February 1997 where
an apprentice of a contractor was injured as a result of an
explosion during the installation and commissioning of the
Banksia brake line ...
This employer is a consistent poor performer in policing and
controlling activities of contractors on site '"
The file is now forwarded to PSB for review with a
recommendation for prosecution.

Eleven months later nothing has happened. This
employer, under the regime of this government and this
minister, has not been taken to task or prosecuted over
deaths in the workplace and what the supervisor says is
a consistently poor performance in policing and
controlling activities of contractors on the site. They are
the standards this minister is upholding. An inspector
has rightly expressed concerns to the Victorian
Workcover Authority about what he believes is a
serious situation within the authority.
The minister continues to allow the morale of the
Victorian Workcover Authority inspectors to sink to
rock bottom. They cannot perform their duties when it
comes to prosecutions. To rub salt into the wound, the
160 inspectors have virtually been summarily sacked
and have to re-apply for their positions. As the minister
says, there are 900 applications for those positions. The
government wants to turn it into a PR exercise. The
minister wants them to dance around, have cups of
coffee and be the face of the Victorian Workcover
Authority. They should give them bright uniforms and
frilly hats. They could employ actors because there are
many unemployed actors around The government does
not want the inspectors who are already there.

Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan interjected.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA -It has nothing to do
with the union, Mr Hartigan. We are talking about
experienced inspectors.
Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan - Members of a union.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - Inspectors are
summarily dismissed.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT - Order!
Honourable members should know that I have asked
that comments be directed through the Chair. That is
the appropriate way of avoiding the interchange that is
happening between members.

Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - The government wants
its inspectors to have frilly frocks and hats. It wants
them to be actors to promote the Victorian Workcover
Authority, to hand out leaflets and work through
retum-to-work programs. I thought agents had that
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responsibility, not inspectors, who are supposed to be
trying to protect the workplace and workers. The
government wants to change that role; it wants PR
people. It may as well have spin doctors carrying out
the government's role. When inspectors make
recommendations to the minister and the authority they
walk away from them. It has been 12 months since this
has come about, and it has nothing to do with union
members.
Morale at the inspectorate is at rock bottom. Why
summarily sack 160 inspectors with expertise and then
tell them they have to re-apply for their jobs? If the
government wants to improve their skills it should help
them through education rather than saying, 'You're
worthless. We don't want you. We have 900 people
here who want to take your job, but we expect you to
work at 100 per cent - at the maximum level'. The
government cannot hold that over them like the sword
ofDamocles, threatening their jobs and saying
everything is all right and they are doing the right thing.
That is not the way it works or what happens in real
life. The minister responsible for the Victorian
Workcover Authority does not take responsibility for
that position. He is proud that there are 900 people after
the jobs of those inspectors. That is sad because the
inspectors should be treated with respect. If their skills
need upgrading they should have the chance to upgrade
them. They should not be summarily dismissed and
their livelihoods and jobs taken from them by other
applicants.
We should be aware that it was only after the
opposition raised this matter in the house that action
was taken about protecting the records of the authority.
The opposition was concerned that the documentation
may have been tampered with because when it raised it
in the house during the autumn sessional period
documents were not available to our informants.

Hon. R. M. Ballam - Are you surprised by that?
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - I am surprised because
data can easily be tampered with. The terms of
reference of the royal commission should be expanded.
It is not much use sending in the police or the auditors
to carry out a search, the royal commission must have
the authority and the power to call before it the relevant
people to cany out that process, be it the police, the
bureaucrats, officials or officers. It may need to
examine government policy and why the pipeline from
New South Wales is the size ofa normal garden-variety
hose rather than something akin to the $170 million that
was budgeted for. The royal commission should have
the ability to investigate that because it relates to the
policy of this government and the minister. They want
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to use everybody else as scapegoats. They are claiming
their own officials cannot be trusted. Inspectors have a
real commitment to their job and workplace safety. It is
important that honourable members support the motion.

Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN (Geelong) - This has
been an interesting debate. It is a pity, however, that in
his inimitable style Mr Theophanous has, in the absence
of facts or philosophy, chosen to attack the Minister for
Finance, who is also the minister responsible for
Workcover. He is a minister who, regardless of the
government of the day, will be remembered for some of
the most far-reaching, effective and beneficial changes
undertaken on behalf of the Kennett government. I refer
not only to Workcover but to council refonll. There is
not an atom of evidence that the minister ever acted in
any way but strictly honourably - in fact, to the point
where I have often accused him of being too saintly. I
do not suffer from that disability!
What surprises me about this debate is not Workcover,
it is the Labor Party's - and particularly the
Theophanous parliamentary Labor Party - view of the
world. We are talking about the Byzantine activities of
members of the parliamentary Labor Party who believe
conspiracy is a normal part of administrative activity.
They will stab an erstwhile friend in the back to gain
some short-term benefit. Nobody is more prominent or
polished at that in this place than Mr Theophanous,
who has changed faction more often than he changes
his shirts to protect his position on the front bench.

Mr Theophanous has the temerity to talk about the
minister retaining his perks of office. I have never seen
anybody fight as hard as does Mr Theophanous to
retain the perks of office and other perks associated
with councils. There is no misunderstanding of where
his dollar comes from!

Hon. G. R. Craige - Or where it should go.
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - He doesn't care
where it comes from. He is hardly in a position to talk
about the ethics and honour of the Minister for
Finance - a man whose performance is beyond any
criticism.
Somebody has just observed that Mr Theophanous's
real concern about Longford and the people injured
there ceased immediately the television cameras were
removed from the gallery, but I would not assert that I will leave that to somebody else.
The relationship between the arguments put by

Mr Theophanous and his interest in Workcover and a
little free publicity is of relevance. The facts of the
matter have nothing to do with Workcover.
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Mr Theophanous has had a character write to him about
something that happened more than a year ago. The
writer was concerned about the way he was interacting
with his supervisor. The memorandum referred to is
about a year old. \\Thy was Mr Theophanous's
enthusiasm not aroused a year ago? Ifhis concern is for
the process, why is the matter more important in
October this year than it was a year ago?
If the man we are talking about was really concerned
about the implication, it should have been raised then
because the whole idea of Workcover under this
government is to prevent accidents, to take action when
there is evidence of concern and to redress the problem.
The government does not wish to react to accidents but
prevent them.
Apparently the efficacy of the government's work with
Workcover - workers compensation - is to be
judged by the number of prosecutions made of
employers. The 1997-98 annual report of the Victorian
Workcover Authority has been tabled in this house. If
members of the opposition wish to get a little frisson
from the number of people being fined they could turn
to pages 110 and III of that report. They will find that
the VWA has taken action against and prosecuted a
wide range of employers. If it would make Mr Nardella
happy he could sit down over lunch and get a secret
thrill from discovering that the VWA has prosecuted a
number of employers.
I join the minister in expressing my sincere
condolences over the deaths and injuries resulting from
the Longford accident, but until that disaster occurred I
had heard not a word about Esso from the opposition.
No suggestion had been made that the company was
other than an outstanding employer in terms of dealing
with its workplace accidents.
I have spent time looking at this issue in workplaces
throughout the world. The industry in which I worked
before coming into this place had as much interest in
preventing accidents as did any employer or employee.
It was not merely a question of whether there was a
dollar in it, because you did your best when working
with people to ensure they were not exposed to
dangerous environments.
I cannot say progress has not been constantly made or
that improvements are not continually being made to
processes to minimise and avoid workplace accidents.
But I can say that there is clear evidence,
notwithstanding Mr Theophanous's tendency to put his
head in the sand, that the way the government has
approached injury in the workplace has been effective,
particularly because it has sat down with the objectives

MINISTER FOR FINANCE: WORKCOVER AUTHORITY
Wednesday, 21 October 1998

COUNCil.-

of reducing the incidence of injury in the workplace,
encouraging a return to work of injured workers and
ensuring it did not load commerce and, in this case,
industry with high costs. Curiously enough, the lower
the costs employers have to bear, the more people they
employ. There has been real benefit in the
government's acting to reduce the number of accidents
and, consequently, the level of premiums. That is a
win-win situation. To reduce the number of accidents
you examine the number of components.
Bon. T. C. Tbeopbanous - What about reducing
maintenance; is that a good safety cost?
Bon. W. A. N. BARTIGAl~ - I will address that
issue through you, Mr Deputy President. You attempt
to reduce accidents by identifying those sectors of
employment where there is a definite adverse trend
Under the circumstances some of the government's
successes can be attributed largely to the fact that the
government focuses its advertising not just on the
employers but also on industries. There is no doubt it
has been successful in the primary objective of
reducing the incidence ofworkplace injury.
I contrast that with the system Victoria had when the
government came to government in 1992 - a system
over which Mr Theophanous, with his apologia, shortly
thereafter distanced himself from his Labor mates when
he identified the fact that the Workcover arena had been
taken over by the trade union movement. They were his
words.
1 should not wonder about his concern for a return to
the good old days when occupational health and safety
was seen as an industrial relations negotiating tool and
nothing to do with safety in the workplace, because the
evidence is clear that the number of accidents was
increasing, not decreasing, under his own rules. Forget
our figures: he should look at what happened between
1985-86 and 1991-92. How effective was the Labor
government's program? That is why in 1985 the Cain
government changed the occupational health and safety
system. That action was not of its making but
represented a trend well established throughout the
world to look at the outcomes. The objective was not to
put a sticker on every boiler but to look at where
accidents were occurring and focus on those areas - to
get industry organised to focus itself.
Regardless ofMr Nardella's views about the dreadful
multinationals, capitalism or anything else, he cannot
for one minute suggest that large manufacturers in
Victoria do not have an accurate and positive
interventionist role in preventing injury in the
workplace. He cannot say that about Esso. Like the
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minister, I make no judgment about the Esso accident
because in due course we will have a royal commission
and a coronial inquiry. I observe~ for Mr Nardella's
benefit, that the terms of reference ask the royal
commissioner to decide:
2.

Whether any of the following factors caused or contributed
to the occurrence of that explosion, fIre and failure of gas
supply, namely -

The terms of reference list a number of things. They
refer to:
(b)

operating standards, practices and policies -

including, of course, any then in use by the VWA (c)

maintenance standards, practices and policies;

(d) asset management practices and policies; ...
(t)

any relevant changes in the standards, practices and
policies ...

The terms of reference invite the royal commissioner to
look at all those issues, and if he is interested in
determining whether the VWA contributed to a change
in practice or policy or that it had an adverse policy, I
have no doubt he will do just that.
The Premier and the minister have made the point that
we will place no restrictions in the way of the broadest
investigation by the royal commissioner. No limitation
will be placed on any evidence given or witnesses
called. The Premier and the minister have made it clear
that the government and its agencies, including the
VWA, will meet all requests made of it.
Apparently Mr Nardella thinks a formal review should
be conducted of the VWA. Our friends at the
Auditor-General's Office do that continually and they
continually give the VWA a good sign-off. There is no
evidence from the reviews conducted by independent
people such as the Auditor-General of an inadequacy of
administration.
All the statistics indicate that deaths, traumatic injuries
and premiums are declining and that we have moved
away from the position that the Labor Party espoused in
the 199Os, which Mr Nardella suggests is the ideal to
which we should return, although Mr Theophanous
stepped away from that! That is a horrifying thought.
The Labor Party wants to return to a system that was
not only bankrupt but which had a nominal price of
3.3 per cent for premiums, and which probably should
have been 5 per cent to reflect the decline in the
unfunded liabilities.
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Hon. D. A. Nardella - Where did you get that
from?
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - Have a look at the
1991-92 report from the then Minister for Small
Business. I am not going to read it for you. The motion
is an attempt by Mr Theophanous to attack a raft of
honourable people under parliamentary privilege. He
produces no evidence. He has built straw men with no
straw but a fevered imagination. His whole approach is
consistent with the way he contacts his affairs within
the Australian Labor Party - byzantine and stabbing
anyone in the back with only one concern, the
immediate advancement of his interests.

Many of his colleagues are as embarrassed as the
government is about the way he abuses the
parliamentary process. Mr Theophanous introduces
nothing but a scandalous attack on people who cannot
defend themselves. More importantly, he abuses the
honourable and ethical stance of a minister who has
established without any doubt a position to which he
may reasonably aspire but will never reach. This is an
unfortunate attack on the standards of parliamentary
debate. It is a disappointing attack on a minister,
particularly since there is no evidence and I suspect will
not be any in the future.
I not only oppose the motion of the Leader of the
Opposition, but I ask the house to reflect upon how
unfortunate it is that such a petty, malicious, spiteful
and unfounded case should be put in an attempt to
support a motion that has absolutely nothing to
recommend it.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS (Jika Jika) - The
house has just heard another irrelevant speech from
Mr Hartigan. The minister responsible for Workcover
gave one of the most appalling responses to very
serious allegations, documentation and charges brought
to the house by the opposition. The opposition contends
that the minister has made false and misleading
statements to the house. He has made a false statement
about the Sale office of the Victorian Workcover
Authority, which was not open one day a fortnight. It
was open one day every week and it is listed as so in
the White Pages of the telephone book. The minister
does not answer that issue. He asserts that he is correct.
These issues will come back to haunt him. The
Traralgon office of the authority was another deception.
The minister tried to give the impression that a
compensatory action took place.
Hon. Bill F orwood - Quote his remarks.

Wednesday, 21 October 1998

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I did quote his
exact words. I have already quoted them in full.
Hon. Bill Forwood -

Quote them again.

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I quoted them in
my earlier contribution.
Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan - On a point of order,
Mr President, Mr Theophanous is doing what he has
done before - interpreting the comments of the
minister. The house is entitled to hear the direct words
of the minister.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - On the point of
order, Mr President, I am getting tired of the
government's attempts to mislead the house. I quoted
the statement in full to the house in my earlier
contribution. Is the minister insisting that I should quote
it again? How many times in one day should I have to
quote directly from Hansarcl? It is an absolute
nonsense. It is an attempt to stop me completing my
final remarks in closing the debate.
Hon. Bill Forwood - On the point of order,
Mr President, it is apparent that the Minister for
Finance said that the hours of the Traralgon office
should be extended, but Mr Theophanous is insistent on
saying, as reported in Hansard of 7 October:
I refer the minister to his statement to the house yesterday that
the resources at the Traralgon office of the Victorian
Workcover Authority had been increased.

It is another example ofMr Theophanous putting his
own interpretation on the words of others, but quoting
them and accusing the minister of misleading the house.
Mr Theophanous should be ruled out of order and
forced to read the minister's words.

The PRESIDENT - Order! Previously I have
advised the house the difficulty that arises when a
member paraphrases what another member says, but
then attempts to imply that certain things were said I
am not saying that Mr Tbeophanous has done that. It is
a serious issue when a member does not accurately
quote what another member has said. Having said that,
I think both sides have put the views they want to put
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I look forward to
reading the Hansard report of this debate, which will
clearly show that I quoted the minister in full this
morning. The point of the Traralgon incident is that
again the minister attempted to mislead the house. The
minister has given false information to the house on the
number of deaths and traumatic injuries. He refuses
consistently to give the house the true figures. He
constantly refers to traumatic injuries without adding
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the word 'claim'. The minister knows there is an
important difference. He has never quoted the number
of serious injuries because they have increased 400 per
cent. It is another attempt to create the impression that
nothing is wrong. The minister refers to rigorous
inspections which take 2% quarter hours, but he is not
prepared to qualifY his statement.
The most serious issue the opposition brings before the
house is the document from a person who is
complaining of having been nobbled about a
prosecution. The minister admits that the subject matter
of that prosecution has not been followed through and
that no prosecution has gone ahead, even though the
report was made in October 1997. Nothing can be more
clear than the fact that the minister is nobbling
inspectors.
House divided on motion:

Ayes, 8
Gould, Miss
Hogg,Mrs
MeLean, Mrs (Teller)
Nardella, Mr

Nguyen, Mr
Pullen, Mr
Theophanous, Mr
Walpole, Mr (Teller)

Noes, 30
Asher,Ms
Ashrnan, Mr
Atkinson, Mr
Baxter, Mr
Best, Mr
Bishop, Mr
Boardman, Mr (Teller)
Bowden, Mr
Brideson, Mr
Cover, Mr
Craige, Mr
Davis, Mr D. MeL.
Davis, Mr P. R.
Forwood, Mr
Furletti, Mr

Hall, Mr
HaIlam,Mr
Hartigan, Mr
Katsambanis, Mr
Knowles,Mr
Lucas,Mr
Luekins, Mrs
Powell, Mrs
Ross, Dr
Smith,Mr
Smith, Ms (Teller)
Stoney, Mr
Strong, Mr
Wells, Dr
Wilding, Mrs

Pairs
Eren, Mr
Power, Mr

Birrell, Mr
varty, Mrs

Motion negatived.
Sitting suspended 1.05 p.m. until 2.OS p.m.

INTERNATIONAL TRANSFER OF
PRISONERS (VICTORIA) BILL
Second reading
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) -

I move:

That this bill be now read a second time.
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This bill will open the way for Victoria to join a
commonwealth-state scheme for the international
transfer of prisoners. The scheme will mean that
Victorians who are serving terms of imprisonment
overseas can in appropriate cases return home to
complete their sentences. The scheme will also allow
foreign nationals imprisoned in Victoria to serve their
sentences in their home countries. The bill
complements the commonwealth International Transfer
of Prisoners Act 1997, which contains most of the
procedures for the transfer scheme to take effect.
The international prisoner transfer scheme is the result
of detailed consultation between the commonwealth,
states and territories through the Standing Committee
of Attorneys-General. There are increasing numbers of
persons around the world serving terms of
imprisonment in countries other than their own. There
are good reasons to promote the transfer of these
offenders back to their home countries to complete
their sentences.
Victorian prisoners in foreign prisons will one day
come back to Victoria Their re-absorption into the
community is likely to be much more difficult if they
have served their sentences in a foreign country
without the opportunity to obtain skills that may assist
them to reintegrate into the community and without
contact with their families. Family members with no
connection to the offence also suffer if they cannot
afford to travel to see their children, spouses or parents
who are imprisoned overseas.
The benefits of returning prisoners to their home
jurisdictions have been recognised in Australia since
1983, when the interstate transfer of prisoners scheme
took effect. Many hundreds of prisoners have since
been transferred around Australia to benefit from
serving their sentences in a location that will promote
their rehabilitation.
The core elements of the international transfer scheme
are contained in the commonwealth act. The
commonwealth act applies to persons convicted of a
crime and sentenced to imprisonment. It also applies to
persons who have been charged with a criminal
offence but who for reasons of mental illness have not
been sent to prison but have been detained for mental
health treatment.
A prisoner must consent to a transfer. The foreign
government, the federal government and the
government of Victoria must also agree to the transfer.
No-one will leave Victoria or be returned to Victoria to
serve a sentence without the agreement of the
Victorian Minister for Corrections. In most cases,
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transfers cannot occur unless a minimum of six months
of the sentence remains to be served and until the
prisoner has completed all legal processes in the
country in which the offence was committed.
Prisoners transferred to Australia are deemed by the
commonwealth act to be federal prisoners. This is for
reasons of administrative convenience. The
commonwealth Attorney-General determines the way
in which the sentence of the foreign court is carried out
in Australia. The Victorian government must agree
with the commonwealth Attorney-General's
determination before a prisoner can be transferred.
There are two methods of sentence enforcement in the
commonwealth act. One is continued enforcement.
This means keeping as close as possible to the sentence
of the foreign court. The other is converted
enforcement. This means substituting a different
sentence. It is expected that the continued enforcement
method will usually be used in Australia However, the
method used in a particular case may depend on a
particular agreement with a foreign country.
The commonwealth act also provides for Australia to
accept the transfer of persons sentenced to
imprisonment for war crimes committed in the former
Yugoslavia and in Rwanda. The international war
crimes tribunals set up by the United Nations Security
Council are empowered to convict and sentence
persons for war crimes committed in those countries.
Australia has been a strong supporter of these
international processes.
Australia has agreed to provide a mechanism for
accepting such prisoners to serve their sentences in
Australia. The act has no requirement for community
ties with Australia, though the intention is that some
connection with Australia will be required. Unlike the
general transfer scheme, a war crimes prisoner's
consent to the transfer will not be required, though the
Victorian Minister for Corrections must consent. We
expect very few, if any, war crimes prisoners to be
transferred to Victoria
Victoria has many hundreds more foreign prisoners in
its prisons than there are Victorians imprisoned
overseas. Some of these prisoners will want to serve
their sentences of imprisonment in their home
countries. Because there are so many more foreign
prisoners in Victoria than there are Victorian prisoners
overseas it is likely that there will be a net outflow of
prisoners from Victoria This will result in cost savings
to the Victorian taxpayer.
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This short bill contains provisions that allow the
commonwealth act to operate in Victoria. The passage
of legislation is only a first step. Once all the states
have passed legislation the federal government will
negotiate transfer treaties with foreign countries.
Administrative arrangements will have to be entered
into with the federal government. Once these treaties
and administrative arrangements are in place, transfers
will then be possible.
The bill will not only assist the reintegration into the
community of prisoners participating in the transfer
scheme but also help alleviate some of the hardship
suffered by the families of those persons imprisoned in
another country.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned for Hon. D. A. NARDELLA
(Melbourne North) on motion of Hon. M. M. Gould.
Debate adjourned until next day.

PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading

For Hon. R M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance),
Hon. R. 1. Knowles (Minister for Health) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The purpose of this bill is to amend the Planning and
Environment Act 1987 to provide for the Melbourne
Airport Environs Strategy Plan; to provide for the
recovery of advisory committee and planning panel
costs in certain cases; to correct the planning permit
condition provisions to reflect recent changes to
section 36 of the Subdivision Act; and to make two
statute law revision amendments. The other purposes of
the bill are to amend the Environment Effects Act 1978
to provide for recovery of inquiry panel costs and to
amend the Planning and Environment (planning
Schemes) Act 1996 to make further provision for
transitional arrangements arising from the introduction
of new planning schemes under that act.
The Melbourne Airport Environs Strategy Plan will
help ensure the airport, probably the state's most
important strategic site, retains its key competitive
advantages of a 24-hour curfew-free operation; an
integrated passenger terminal complex; large areas of
surrounding rural land, allowing minimal impact of
aircraft noise on nearby residential areas; enormous
potential for expansion with uncongested airspace;
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wrrestricted airfield capacity; and a fine weather
reputation.
Melbourne is the key freight hub for south-eastern
Australia. It exports $14 billion worth of goods
annually. While most leave via the port an increasing
proportion - approximately a quarter by value leave from Melbourne Airport.
Environmental and urban development pressures during
the 1980s saw a joint state-commonwealth working
group formed to review the 1960s master plan for
Melbourne Airport and to develop the Melbourne
Airport strategy. This working relationship established
a strong, mutually beneficial foundation between the
airport, the commonwealth, state government,
municipal councils and the wider community, including
business, residents and educational institutions.
The introduction in 1992 of the Melbourne Airport
environs areas overlay controls over severely
aircraft-noise-affected areas in the vicinity of
Melbourne Airport has for some years attracted the
interest of the commonwealth government as a model
to be encouraged nationally. No other airport in
Australia has similar provisions in place. The
Melbourne Airport Environs Strategy Plan will build on
the effective work which was done at that time. It will
also build on the current planning reform work, in
particular the Victoria planning provisions in relation to
the aiIport and the municipal local policy frameworks
for the airport environs.
The bill provides the mechanism to lock in the benefits
of this recent work by the preparation of a plan which
both houses of Parliament will be asked to endorse. The
current planning scheme provisions will continue to
apply to the environs area, but any future changes will
need to be assessed for consistency with the plan before
they proceed. The plan will therefore be to the benefit
of the airport and its operations and also to current and
future surrounding owners and occupiers by ensuring
that detriment from airport operations is minimised.
The bill extends the provisions for cost recovery for
panels, advisory committees and environment effects
inquiries. Currently there is broad and accepted
responsibility that the potential beneficiaries of
planning processes ought to make contributions to the
public costs of doing so. The bill makes sure that these
provisions also apply to processes that have to date
been exempt from the cost recovery principles. It is
only equitable that these changes be made.
The bill finetunes the provisions of the Planning and
Environment (planning Schemes) Act 1996 in relation
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to permits granted to preserve rights to use and develop
land under existing schemes, as a consequence of the
approval of a new scheme. It is expected that municipal
councils will ask the minister to grant permits for a
number of extractive industries. The existing two-year
discontinuance provisions of the act impact harshly on
extractive industry. It is not uncommon for quarries to
cease operations for two years given fluctuating
resource prices. Consistent with the objective of
preserving existing rights as far as possible, the bill
allows the minister to grant permits with a
discontinuance period greater than two years in
appropriate circumstances.
The remaining provisions of the bill relate to minor
matters relating to ensuring that the planning permit
conditions provisions of the Planning and Environment
Act 1987 as they relate to acquiring or removing rights
of way or easements (over land not covered by the
permit) are brought into line with recent changes to the
Subdivision Act 1988 and with making statute law
revision amendments.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Hon. PAT POWER
(Jika Jika).

Debate adjourned until next day.

LEGAL PRACTICE (AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading

Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small
Business) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The Legal Practice Act 1996 has been in operation
since 1 January 1997. The act introduced far-reaching
reforms of the structure and regulation of the legal
profession. Since its introduction, its operation has been
the subject of close monitoring to identify any further
reforms that could be introduced to ensure its smooth
operation and the efficient regulation of the legal
profession. In addition, the transitional arrangements
under the act for professional indemnity insurance will
come to an end on 31 December 1998 and it is
necessary to provide legislative support for the regime
that will come into operation after that.
Professional indemnity insurance
The act currently provides that the statutory mutual
fund insurer for solicitors, the Legal Practitioners
Liability Committee (LPLC), is to continue to provide
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professional indemnity insurance to solicitors for the
duration of the transitional period and that thereafter
there would be no restriction as to with whom solicitors
could take out insurance. However, clause 38 of
schedule 2 of the act also required the Legal Practice
Board (the board) to review the functions and
operations of the LPLC and to report to the government
as to what the future of the LPLC should be.
The board provided an interim report in 1997 and a
final report in June 1998. In the course of preparing
those reports the board obtained various expert
insurance and actuarial advice. In its final report the
board strongly recommended to the government that
the LPLC should be maintained as the professional
indemnity insurer for solicitors.
Since this issue was last considered in Victoria in 1996
major reviews of the question of professional indemnity
insurance for lawyers have also been carried out in
Canada and the United Kingdom. In each jurisdiction
the relevant reports have now concluded that the mutual
fund model constitutes best practice and should be
supported.

Fidelity fund
The fidelity fund is set up by the act to cover money
which is stolen from trust accounts by solicitors.
However, money can be given to a lawyer for a variety
of reasons, some of which are related to the legal
practice run by the lawyer and others which are not. It
is not appropriate, for instance, for the fidelity fund to
act as an insurer or guarantor of bad business or
investment risks and decisions taken by a client, nor
should it be expected to cover hypothetical interest or
income which may have been promised to the client but
never actually earned. The common law entitles a client
to take action against his or her lawyer in appropriate
circumstances to pursue such issues.

In 1996 amendments were introduced to the Legal
Profession Practice Act 1958. The aim of those
amendments was to ensure that where money was
given to a solicitor for the purpose of making an
investment - for instance, to earn income or obtain
other direct or indirect financial benefits - the loss of
such money, with certain stated exceptions, would not
found a claim on the fund The current amendments
confirm and clarify that earlier objective. They also
ensure that if a client receives a payment of simulated
interest - for instance, where the client is told that
what is being received is interest or income but the
payment actually constitutes a repayment of the client's
own capital or even of someone else's capital - this
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payment must be brought into account when calculating
the amount of any claim on the fund.

In addition, amendments are being introduced which
will provide that what are effectively appeals to the
Supreme Court against decisions by the Legal Practice
Board to disallow a claim against the fidelity fund are
usually to be taken as a last resort. These are based on
provisions contained in the previous act.

Other amendments
Other amendments will improve trust account
regulation, strengthen disciplinary procedures, refme
the civil dispute jurisdiction and assist the more
efficient operation of the recognised professional
associations and the board.

Limitation of jurisdiction of the Supreme Court
Clause 32 of the bill has been included to satisfy the
requirements of section 85 of the Constitution Act 1975
in respect of changes to the jurisdiction of the Supreme
Court effected by section 212(2) of the Legal Practice
Act 1997, as amended by clause 19(2) of this bill.
Section 212(2) currently provides that a person is not
entitled without leave of the court to commence a
proceeding to assert a claim against the fidelity fund
unless the board has disallowed the claim wholly or
partly. Clause 19 provides that proceedings to assert a
claim cannot be broUght until the board has considered
and disallowed the claim wholly or in part and, in
addition, the claimant has either exhausted alternative
legal remedies or obtained leave from the board to
bring the proceedings. This is to enable the better
management of the fund's resources to ensure that they
are not dissipated through unnecessary and costly
litigation when the board has investigated the claim and
has formed a view that the claim does not come within
the requirements of the act and the claimant has other
viable means available to him or her of recovering the
loss.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned for Hon. D. A. NARDELLA
(Melbourne North) on motion of Hon. M. M. Gould.
Debate adjourned until next day.

LAND (FURTHER REVOCAnON OF RESERVAnONS) BILL
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LAND (FURTHER REVOCATION OF
RESERVATIONS) BILL
Second reading
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The bill provides for the revocation of permanent
reservations of lands described in the schedules to the
bill. The bill removes these reservations either to
facilitate disposal or because the purpose of the
reservation is no longer appropriate for the future use of
the land. The bill also provides for the repeal of the
Bendigo (Dai Gum San Village) Act 1975. I now turn
to the particulars of the bill.
Clauses 1 and 2 relate to the purposes of the bill and its
commencement. Clause 3 deals with two portions of
Crown land in Crusoe Road, Kangaroo Flat. Both
portions are reserved for water supply purposes and
form part of the Coliban Water works area. These two
portions of land are currently occupied by the adjoining
landowner who has the land fenced into his property.
Coliban Water has advised that the land is surplus to its
requirements and revocation will allow for the disposal
of the land. The bill also allows for the subject land to
be excised from the Crown grant which affects the site.
Clause 4 deals with the former Queen Elizabeth Centre
in Cardigan Street, Carlton, which is reserved for public
purposes - a child-care centre. The reserve was
managed by the Department ofHurnan Services in
conjunction with an adjoining portion of Crown land
temporarily reserved as a baby health care centre. These
sites have been declared by the Department of Human
Services as being surplus to its requirements. The
former occupants have been relocated to other
locations. The La Trobe University Centre for the Study
of Mothers' and Children's Health is now located in the
Royal Women's Hospital and the Melbourne Chorale is
now located in the new cultural centre at the former
North Melbourne town hall.
Clause 5 deals with a 6.9-hectare water supply reserve
located on the Allendale Reservoir Road, Allendale,
which is currently under the control of the Shire of
Hepburn as the committee of management. Both
council and Central Highlands Water have indicated
that they have no interest in the site and the site does
not possess any environmental or community values
that would warrant it being kept in the Crown estate.
Revocation will allow for disposal of the site.
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Clause 6 deals with an 85.2 square metre portion of
Fawkner Park, to the rear of the South Yarra Primary
School in Paisley Street, South Yarra. The school,
which is located on land reserved for state school
purposes, wishes to construct an after-school play
facility. To enable that to occur, the school needs to
slightly extend its boundary into Fawkner Park. The
new after-school play facility will replace one that is
currently located elsewhere in Fawkner Park. This
building will be removed, resulting in a net gain of
parkland of 314 square metres. The City of Melbourne
is the committee of management ofFawkner Park and
supports this proposal. A planning permit has already
been obtained by the Department of Education for the
construction of the after-school play facility at South
Yarm Primary School. The bill also provides for the
excision of the subject land from the Crown grant
which affects Fawkner Park.
Clauses 8 and 9 provide for the revocation of the
portion of the former Fairfield hospital site, located on
Yarm Bend Park Road, Fairfield, which is not included
in the forensic psychiatry institute. The land is reserved
for health and social welfare purposes and has been
declared surplus to the requirements of the Department
of Human Services, which is the current manager of the
land The site contains many of the former hospital
buildings, the AIDS memorial garden and associated
multifaith chapel.
The developed area of the site contains many of the
former hospital buildings and is proposed to be sold to
the Northern Melbourne Institute of TAFE. This will
enable the institute to establish a new campus and
amalgamate the current Collingwood and Parkville
campuses.
A heritage conservation management plan of the
developed area has indicated that there are some
historic values associated with some of the buildings.
This management plan has been incorporated into the
TAFE's feasibility study and referred to Heritage
Victoria
Following revocation of the current reservation
affecting the land, the remainder of the site, which
includes parkland areas and the AIDS memorial
garden, will be permanently reserved as a public park
and memorial gardens. The Northern Melbourne
Institute ofTAFE has agreed to manage the site.
Officers of the Victorian AIDS Council have indicated
that this is likely to be acceptable to the council. The
reservation of the AIDS garden area will ensure that the
site remains a permanent memorial for those who have
died from the AIDS virus. It will also continue to be a
retreat for family and friends whose loved ones' ashes
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are spread over the site and for people living with mv
and AIDS.
The associated multifaith chapel is located within the
proposed TAPE site and cannot be included as part of
the AIDS memorial garden reserve. However, the
institute has given its commitment that the chapel will
continue to be accessible to the public. This
commitment will be fonnalised through an agreement
as part of the sale process.
The bill provides for these provisions to be proclaimed
at a later date to ensure that all matters relating to the
sale of the TAPE site, the agreement relating to the
multi faith chapel and the reservation and future
management of the AIDS memorial garden are
finalised to the satisfaction of all interested parties prior
to the reservation being revoked.
Clauses 11 and 12 deal with the repeal of the Bendigo
(Dai Gum San Village) Act 1975 and the revocation of
the recreation and public purpose reserve that is the
subject of that act. The act was passed to facilitate the
development of a Chinese historical village illustrating
~e contribution made by the Chinese community to life
ID and around the Bendigo goldfields during the
goldmining period in Victoria The act reserved the
land and established a committee of management with
repr~entatives from the surrounding municipalities, the
Bendlgo Trust and nominees of the minister. The act
also provided for the reserve to be leased for a term not
exceeding 75 years. A lease was issued to the Bendigo
Trust. However, funding was not secured for the
development and works at the site never commenced.
The Bendigo Trust has surrendered its lease on the site
and the City of Greater Bendigo, which now
incorporates all of the municipalities represented on the
original committee of management, has advised that it
h~ no tw:tber interest in managing the site. The subject
SIte contams stands of box ironbark which are subject to
the Environment Conservation Council's report on
box-ironbark forests and woodlands, which is expected
to be completed in early 1999. Some remnants of
mining activities carried out on the site are worthy of
further consideration to determine if they have any
historical significance.
The repeal of the act will enable the site to be managed
by the Department of Natural Resources and
Environment. It will also provide the ability to
determine the most appropriate management and future
use of the land taking into account the
recommendations of the Environment Conservation
Council's report and the assessment of any cultural or
historic values that may be present on the site.
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Clauses 7, 10, 13 and 14 of the bill contain provisions
which are generally applicable to land bills of this type
and which detail the consequences of revocation and
require the Registrar-General and the Registrar of TitIes
to make the necessary amendments to titles.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Hon. PAT POWER
(Jika Jika).

Debate adjourned until next day.

CONSERVATION, FORESTS AND LANDS
(MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS) BILL
Second reading

Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry
'
Science and Technology) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

This bill makes miscellaneous amendments to
legislation to reflect the current administrative
arrangements order and the Public Sector Management
and Employment Act 1998 in relation to the Secretary
to the Department of Natural Resources and
Environment. The bill also amends the Coastal
Management Act 1995 to update the membership
structure of the Victorian Coastal and Bay Management
Council and regional coastal boards to better equip
them to deal with the challenges arising from the
implementation of the Victorian coastal strategy and the
government's Bringing the Bay to Life initiative.

I turn to the details of the bill. Part 2 of the bill amends
the Conservation, Forests and Lands Act 1987 and
other legislation to clarify references to the secretary to
the department and to update provisions to correct
redundant references and to make the relevant
legislation consistent with the Public Sector
Management and Employment Act 1998 and the
current administrative arrangements order.
The legislation sets in place a legislative framework
which clarifies when the Secretary to the Department of
Natural Resources and Environment is acting as the
body corporate as established under section 6 of the
Conservation, Forests and Lands Act 1987 and in his
role as the chief administrator of the department.
Part 3 of the bill amends the Coastal Management Act
1995 to improve its operation. Firstly, it is intended to
change the name of the Victorian Coastal and Bay
Management Council to the more commonly used
Victorian Coastal Council. The opportunity has been
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taken to alter the criteria for membership of the council
and the regional coastal boards from representative to
skills-based. The changes will ensure the balance of
skills and expertise can be brought together to achieve
the objectives of those bodies. To that end, potential
membership of the boards has also been increased from
10 to 12 and provision has been made to allow
members of Parliament to become members of the
coastal boards. The amendments reflect the
commitment of government to the implementation of
the Victorian coastal strategy and programs such as the
Bringing the Bay to Life initiative.
Part 4 of the bill makes a consequential amendment to
the Crown Land (Reserves) Act 1978 because of
changes to the Coastal Management Act 1995.
Part 5 makes a small change to section 4(2) of the Parks
Victoria Act 1998 to clarify the original intent of the
legislation which ensures Parks Victoria's ability to
take land on lease and grant subleases of that land. The
bill also makes a small statute law revision to section 21
of that act.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Hon. PAT POWER
(Jika Jika).
Debate adjourned until next day.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

Health: VRE
Hon. M. M. GOULD (Doutta Galla) - I refer the
Minister for Health to the fact that the Alfred Hospital
has confirmed that it has four patients with the super
bug, Vancomycin-resistant enterococcus (VRE). Is it a
fact that a single patient was the initial cause of the
disease, that the patient was transferred from the
Latrobe Valley Hospital to the Alfred Hospital, that
no-one from the Latrobe Valley Hospital told the
Alfred Hospital staff that the patient had VRE, and that
the Alfred Hospital staff had to be informed about it by
relatives of the patient? Will the minister investigate
whether there has been a fundamental breakdown in
proper infection control that underlines the crisis in
Victoria's public hospital system?
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - I
am not aware of the circumstances of the particular
case. VRE is an issue of significance in public health in
Australia as it is in the Westem world Some people are
developing a resistance to antibiotics, which is a matter
of increasing concern. Two years ago the Department

of Human Services promulgated guidelines as to how
hospitals should manage cases ofVRE as a way of
reducing the risk of transferring the infection. My
advice is that hospitals by and large are responding
appropriately when cases ofVRE are identified. That is
best seen by the way in which hospitals have responded
when the issue arises.
I thank the Deputy Leader of the Opposition for her
question because it allows me to refute and reject the
approach of the shadow minister for health and
community services who has run an appalling
campaign over the past 24 hours which has sought to
frighten and scare the general public when there is no
justification for that. The approach the opposition has
taken runs the risk of deflecting from what needs to be
our primary focus in this area - to promote the
appropriate use of antibiotics in health care.

The issue has nothing to do with staffmg or with
cleaning, as stated by the opposition. The government
has given a high priority to infection control strategies,
to the extent that Victoria is regarded as a leader in this
area. It was the first state to promulgate guidelines.
Victoria has developed an infection control strategy and
contributed significant resources, including a record
increase in funding this financial year and an increase in
funding of more than 10 per cent to the public hospital
system. If the opposition wants any credibility in this
area it should embark on what has been the traditional
approach by oppositions when an issue of public health
is raised. It should respond in a responsible way that
focuses on the important aspects of a public health
issue. That strategy would serve this community much
better than the opposition's attempt to scare the public
when there is no cause for fear.
A relatively small number of people have been infected
with VRE as a result of developing a resistance to
antibiotics. The government will continue to work with
the health system to ensure that an appropriate strategy
is implemented to minimise the risk of the occurrence
ofVRE or its spread among hospital patients where it
has occurred.

VVorkcover:annualreport
Hon. BILL FORWOOD (Templestowe) - I refer
the Minister for Finance to the 1997-98 annual report
of the Victorian Workcover Authority and ask: can he
inform the house whether the authority has effectively
achieved financial stability while reducing the number
of workplace deaths and injuries?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) - I
thank Mr Forwood for his question and continuing
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interest in workplace safety in Victoria. One of the
Victorian Workcover Authority's primary
responsibilities and one of my personal commitments is
to ensure the financial stability of the scheme. I am
delighted to have the opportunity to report on the
outcome of the scheme for the year ended 30 June
1998. Notwithstanding the legislative changes in
respect of common law and the impact we knew that
would have on the long-term funding of the scheme, I
am pleased to report that Workcover ended the
financial year with a funding level of 96 per cent, an
increase from the 92 per cent level for December 1997.
I am confident that in the foreseeable future we will
achieve full funding. I hope that will be recognised to
be a good outcome in the eyes of all honourable
members.
It is not just the issue of funding that is of significance
in the charter of the Victorian Workcover Authority.
The report shows a continued reduction in both the
number of traumatic injuries and reported deaths in
Victorian workplaces. We went through a sad debate
this morning where the opposition again tried to
denigrate both the role and the performance of the
Victorian Workcover Authority. I am glad the audited
report of the Victorian Workcover Authority has been
tabled. We can now say that there is ample evidence of
a substantial shift in workplace safety across the state. I,
for one, am quite happy to be judged on the record of
that improvement.

I shall mention two key features about the report of the
past financial year. One of them goes to the issue of
roll-over protection on tractors, which I have previously
mentioned in the house. The report highlights that the
Victorian Workcover Authority made available a
$2 million subsidy. As a result, there are about 14000
additional tractors across the state with roll-over
protection. I know the opposition has the propensity to
downplay everything, but 14000 families across
country Victoria are now safer as a direct result of an
initiative taken by the government.
Another highlight has been the investment of$900 000
into the Monash University Accident Research Centre.
It will provide research on injury prevention in
workplaces, beginning most importantly with the
construction industry. It is important to note the
reported reaction to the publicity campaigns that have
been conducted by the authority. The campaign has
resulted in unprecedented levels of awareness.
As is its wont, the opposition is not prepared to accept
the word of the minister or the report of the Victorian
Workcover Authority. I invite the opposition to again
consider the Upjohn report into workpiace health and
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safety, which was undertaken by a recognised
independent international authority.
The accomplishments of Workcover are described as
remarkable, and the institute invites the community,
including you, Mr Theophanous, to take great pride in
the knowledge that it has the best workers
compensation scheme in Australia providing the
highest benefits for injured workers at the lowest cost to
the employers and the community. I, with my
colleagues, am prepared to be judged on the
performance and the record disclosed in this report, a
record of dramatically improving safety standards
across the Victorian community.
VVorkcover:~udgraveoflfice

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS (Jika Jika) - I refer
the Minister for Finance to the recommendation of the
chief investigator at the Mulgrave office of the
Victorian Workcover Authority made 12 months ago
today to proceed to prosecute PBR Automotive Pty Ltd
following breaches of the Occupational Health and
Safety Act that led to the electrocution of a 22-year old
apprentice. Given that 12 months has passed and the
file is still under active consideration, will the minister
indicate to the house the average length oftime
recommendations for prosecution by inspectors are kept
under active consideration?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) This is too cute by half Again Mr Theophanous is
referring to a report on which he relied ad nauseam in
debate earlier today. He relied upon the document he
cited at great length about a dispute in relation to a
written reprimand
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - And then he was
promoted. Why was he promoted?
Honourable members interjecting.

The PRESIDENT - Order! I ask honourable
members to settle down. The time assigned for
questions is 20 minutes, and that time will be enforced
unless there is better cooperation.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I go back to the
hypothetical question I posed earlier this morning: why
does this honourable member seek - Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous - Why has it been
12 months under active consideration?
Hon. R. M. BALLAM - Why is Mr Theophanous
bent to the point of obsession about taking on the
Victorian Workcover Authority? Why is he not
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prepared to encourage workplace safety? What drives
the obsession he seems to have? He is not supported by
anybody in the chamber, including his colleagues. This
is the first time I have seen this document I shall take
the trouble to read it and perhaps I will respond.

Small business: regulations
Hon. PIllLIP DAVIS (Gippsland) - Will the
Minister for Small Business advise the house of the
government's latest steps to reduce regulations having
an impact on small business?
Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small
Business) - Regulation reform is of real significance
particularly to small businesses. It has been shown that
the compliance burden on small businesses is far
greater than on large businesses. In 1992 the
government began a program of quantitative reduction
of regulations. From an all-time high under the previous
Labor government, from 1987 to 1997 the impact of
regulations on business has been reduced by 62.9 per
cent. That is an extraordinary reduction in the number
of regulations that have been removed. The government
has now moved to its next phase of regulation reform,
which is a more qualitative phase. It has adopted an
industry-wide approach and is looking at the situation
industry by industry to see where regulatory burdens
can be reduced, particularly on small business which, as
I said, has a far greater compliance cost.
Last year I instituted a tourism regulatory audit process
to identify regulations that have adverse impacts on
business. I received that report some time ago. The bulk
of the recommendations have now been implemented.
A number of legislative amendments will have to be
made this sessional period, but more importantly a
whole range of regulations that have an impact on small
businesses in the tourism sector will be removed. There
will be substantial reforms on bed and breakfasts.

Recently the government announced two additional
industry-wide regulation audits, the first in aquaculture,
which is of enormous significance in the provinces of
Mr Philip Davis and Mr Hall. The second is a
regulation reform process in the cut-flower and nursery
industry, which is of significance to the Silvan
province. Both processes commenced in September.
The task forces will report to me in March 1999 and
then the real work of implementation will commence.
The cut-flower review process is headed by the
honourable member for Monbulk in the other place
who has a keen interest in the issue. The aquaculture
reform task force is headed by Mr David Harris,
chairman of the Victorian Aquaculture Council. The
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key features of the process are, firstly, consultation. The
entire process is based not only on submissions, which
is appropriate for the peak associations, but importantly
for the small business sector an opportunity to write
simple letters indicating regulations that impose
burdens and costs on them. Most importantly, the task
forces will hold a series of meetings across the state to
ascertain quickly and easily from small business
operators the regulations that stand in their way.
The second feature is the budgetary focus on the
removal of burdens across portfolios so that small
businesses can flourish. The regulation review program
is an important part of the small business portfolio with
in-depth studies and then considerable time and effort
focused on implementation. It is important to remove
unnecessary regulatory burdens on industry. It is even
more important to remove them from the small
business sector. So far small businesses have been
dominant in the three industry groups analysed. I look
forward to reporting in greater detail to the house in due
course.

Taxis: driver training
Hon. PAT POWER (Jika Jika) - Is the Minister
for Roads and Ports aware of a speech made by the
chief executive officer of the Victorian Taxi
Association to the 1998 Australian taxi conference?
Can the minister confirm that at that conference the
chief executive officer concluded his comments with
the following statement?
Is training meeting the current needs of the taxi industry? The
answer is generally no!

At a national forum he was therefore criticising training
provided to taxidrivers by the Kennett coalition
government. What does the minister intend to do about
that embarrassing reality? When will Victorians be
afforded taxidriver training of the very highest
standard?

Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - I shall answer the first question. No, I was not
aware of the speech delivered by the chief executive
officer of the Victorian Taxi Association at a national
conference.
Hon. Pat Power - That is shameful.
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - It is no more shameful
than Mr Power not being present at a meeting of the
Victorian Road Transport Association when the Leader
of the Opposition was present. We noticed Mr Power
was not at that meeting. The Leader of the Opposition
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made some grand statements. I am sure the Leader of
the Opposition was well advised by Mr Power.
I am glad Mr Power, who is a strong believer in
training, raised the issue of taxidriver training. The
government has introduced a method of training in
Victoria that is constantly under review. Demands are
being placed on the training institutes for them to be
reasonably flexible in the way they deliver their
courses, as training involves many issues. I assure the
Victorian people that they are better off today than they
we were in 1992.

Mlldura Base Hospital
Hon. B. W. BISHOP (North Western) - Will the
Minister for Health advise the house of the current
status of the Mildura Base Hospital project?
HOD. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - I
thank Mr Bishop for his question. He and Mr Best have
taken a keen interest in this project since the board of
management at the current Mildura Base Hospital
recommended to the government that it look at being
involved in a new build-own-operate hospital in
Mildura. The government accepted that
recommendation and commenced the process of
selecting a consortium to build and operate the new
Mildura Base Hospital.

As a result of that process, Alpha Health Care Ltd, an
Australian company based in New South Wales, has
been selected as the preferred consortium to build and
operate the new hospital. Negotiations are continuing
with that company to fInalise a contract, the signing of
which is expected to occur in November. The company
will then set about building the new hospital on a site
opposite the private hospital in Mildura, which will lead
to not only a continuation of all the existing services but
also an expansion in aged care, child and adolescent,
mental health and rehabilitation services and a further
expansion of community mental health services, as well
as the construction of a hydrotherapy pool at the
hospital.

Some negative comment about the project has been
fuelled by the opposition and the Independent member
for Mildura in another place suggesting that Alpha is
not a suitable company for that purpose. Alpha is a
well-respected Australian company. It already operates,
I think, nine hospitals in New South Wales. It has a
minority shareholding - about 38 per cent - from the
Sun Health Care Group in America. That investment
was approved by the Foreign Investment Review Board
as an appropriate investment in Australia I have every
confidence that Alpha will not only build a first-class
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hospital but will continue to provide a more extensive
range of services for the people of Mildura and
Sunraysia I look forward to the development of the
new hospital.
In the meantime, the current base hospital will continue
to provide first-class services. I acknowledge the
leadership provided by Sid Duckett, the chief executive
officer of the present hospital. I have spoken to the staff
on a number of occasions and it seems there is huge
excitement among them about the opportunity the plan
presents for the provision of first-class services and the
expanded range of services that will be available once
the new hospital is built and commissioned. That is
expected to occur in early 2000. The people ofMildura
and Sunraysia can look forward to an ongoing
extension and expansion of health services in that area.
The government is committed to working in partnership
with them to achieve that outcome. I know their
interests are continually represented by Mr Bishop and
Mr Best, which will lead to the best outcome we can
deliver.

Minister for Police and Emergency Services:
pecuniary interests
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) - I
refer the Minister for Roads and Ports to the
announcement by the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services in the other place on 5 December
1997 of $90 000 state government funding to improve
the access road to the Horsham industrial estate and,
therefore, to Harvest Grain Australia, a company in
which the minister has a financial interest. Was his
department, in allocating the government funding,
advised of the interests of the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services in property that would benefit
from the roadworks?
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - I thank Mr Nardella for his in-depth and
well-thought-out question. I wish to apologise to every
person living in rural Victoria because I do not know
the details of every one of the 540 projects delivered in
rural Victoria since this government came to office. I
also apologise to country Victorians because I do not
know details of the $90 000 grant as part of the
$350 million total this government has spent on country
Victoria
Hon. D. A. Nardella - So you do not know?
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - Members of the public,
especially those in rural Victoria, are entitled to know
that the government funds many significant projects in
rural Victoria I shall name some of those to give the
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house and Victorians an idea of the flavour of the
projects funded from my portfolio funding.
From the Better Roads program the government has
funded work on the Calder Freeway to the tune of some
$8.6 million in this financial year and will spend
$10 million on the Midland Highway
upgrade, $5 million on the duplication of the Bass
Highway and $2.9 million on the North Arm Bridge
replacement program. The government will spend
$1.6 million on the Cobden-Warrnambool Road and a
similar amount on the Bacchus Marsh~isbome Road.
Again I apologise that I have to read the list to the
house because I cannot possibly remember the entire
540 projects on which the government has delivered.
When raising questions like this Mr Nardella needs to
provide a little more detail rather than simply mirroring
the question of a member of the other house. He should
do more research about road allocations and ensure he
gets his facts right.

Road safety: Safety First strategy
Hon. SUE WILDING (Chelsea) - Will the
Minister for Roads and Ports inform the house of the
latest study to be released that focuses on road safety in
Victoria?
Hon. G. R CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - I thank Mrs Wilding for her question and,
importantly, for her interest in road safety. She is a
valuable member of the all-party Road Safety
Committee. Mrs Wilding and all members of that
committee work hard on road safety issues.
I am pleased to report to the house that the latest
Monash University Accident Research Centre study has
highlighted the effectiveness of this government's
Safety First road safety strategy.
The report reveals that without the projects developed
by the government, such as the accident black spot
program, the hard-hitting education, publicity and
enforcement programs targeting speed and
drink-driving, the number of serious casualty accidents
in Victoria would have been nearly 30 per cent higher
in 1996. In other words, had the programs not been in
place an additional 2500 serious casualty accidents
would have occurred in 1996. The figures are based on
statistical modelling undertaken by MUARC, which
assessed the influence random breath testing, speed
cameras, improvements to the road system and other
factors had on road trauma The results of the study
clearly support the government's current strategic
directions.
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There has been a substantial reduction in road trauma in
Victoria since 1989, and our road fatality rates are now
the lowest of any state in Australia and among the
lowest in the world. This has been achieved not by ad
hoc measures but by the key road safety agencies:
Vicroads, the Transport Accident Commission and the
Victoria Police. They have coordinated their efforts and
they deserve the highest praise. Without the
coordinated program targeting education, random
breath testing and improvements in the road system,
those results would not have occurred.
Over the next 12 months the government proposes to
collate the recommendations of not only this report but
also other reports to develop a five-year strategy for
road safety. It is important that the reports are not left
on the shelf, but that they are used to make sure we plan
properly for the future.

Gas: Longford explosion
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS (Jika Jika) - I refer
the minister responsible for Workcover to the fact that
the Victorian Workcover Authority issued a dangerous
goods licence to the Esso Longford plant despite the
June ice blockage incident and that the Victorian
Workcover Authority has not conducted statutory
inspections of the plant and equipment for a further
two years. I further refer to the fact that the authority
closed the Sale office two months prior to the Longford
explosion. Despite this damning evidence the
government has refused to include a specific reference
in the terms of reference of the royal commission,
arguing that the terms of reference are broad enough to
examine those issues. Will the minister undertake to
write to the royal commissioner advising him that
inquiries into the Victorian Workcover Authority role at
Longford should be in the terms of reference and that
he is welcome to inquire into them?
Hon. R M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) As a member of cabinet, of course I was involved in the
framing of the terms of reference, as Mr Theophanous
would no doubt expect I am happy to stand by the
terms of reference and I have no doubt that
Mr Theophanous would expect nothing more. I
challenge the basis ofMr Theophanous's accusations. It
is another example of him coming into this house and
making accusations on the basis that they constitute
fact I do not accept the premise of the question. I will
take it on notice. If I find the data Mr Theophanous
presents as fact is accurate then, and only then, shall I
respond to his question.
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Business: millennium bug
Hon. B. 1'1. ATKINSON (Koonung) - The
Minister for Industry, Science and Technology would
be aware that the millennium bug is a major and urgent
challenge to the computer industry, but it will also have
a potential impact on business and government
agencies. What steps has the government taken to raise
awareness of the millennium bug threat to Victorian
businesses?
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - I share Mr Atkinson's
concern, as I hope all honourable members do, about
the potential impact of the millennium bug on
businesses throughout Victoria I want to particularly
ensure that small and medium-size businesses are
taking preparatory action which clearly a number of
larger corporations are doing. The state government is
implementing a major awareness campaign for the
business sector focusing on the millennium bug, or
Y2K., to ensure businesses are aware of its imminent
arrival on 1 January 2000.

Businesses will be hardest hit when the turn of the
century arrives, yet many firms have not yet properly
addressed the millennium bug. The government already
has a detailed strategy in place to ensure government
bodies are working to overcome the millennium bug. It
is now time for all businesses to ensure they do the
same.
It is a crucial issue for Victorian businesses because
they can avoid costly compliance problems if they act
now. The government's campaign includes a telephone
hotline operating with trained operators, a practical
information booklet that gives jargon-free advice that
businesses want and a web site that provides
information about the millennium bug.

the desktop computer, but may e<:J.ually apply to a
farmer's irrigation system, a security system, a lift
system, an airconditioning system and, to focus the
minds of small business people, to the accountant's
computer that has a list of people owing the finn
money. All that information could be lost or
compromised on 1 January 2000.
The government has run a number of seminars
throughout country and urban Victoria and I thank
those honourable members in this chamber and in the
other place who have assisted with that program. A
recent program in Geelong which was assisted by
Mr Cover was highly successful. It is an illustration of
how people are interested in finding useful information.
The millennium bug will affect any system or program
that uses a date to function or relies on other systems or
equipment that use a date to function, so it has wide
implications. It is a global issue that does not affect just
the Victorian or Australian economies. In Victoria the
government is alerting businesses to the fact that they
need to take action themselves and that they should do
so fairly soon.
HEALTHSERV1CES~THER

AMENDl\1ENT) BILL
Second reading
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - I

move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

This bill amends the Health Services Act to improve the
operation of that act in a number of important areas.
The major elements of the bill are as follows.
1. Repeal of sunset provision regarding

Businesses must accept that although they did not
create the problem it is one for them to address.
Unfortunately, there is no quick solution and certainly
no solution can be found without management applying
itself to the issue. The government's millennium bug
home page has information about the bug, an eight-step
review process to see if a business could be at risk, an
extended question-and-answer facility, practical case
studies, lists of firms that could help and a registration
facility for those who have already shown they have
addressed the problem.
The issue extends further than just computers in a
business. It applies to the electronic supply chain and
any business that has machinery or an embedded chip
as part of its operations system. It applies classically to

multipurpose services

In 1995 the act was amended to insert a new part 4A to
enable the establishment of multipurpose services. The
purpose of these amendments was to facilitate the
redevelopment of health services and to improve the
quality and range of health services in rural areas. The
multipurpose service program which is targeted to
isolated rural areas is a joint state--commonwealth
initiative in which health, aged and community care
services are drawn together to provide for more flexible
and coordinated services which are tailored to local
needs. The 1995 amendments automatically created
three services. Three more have been established
subseq,uently by order in council.
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Through this program six communities in more isolated
settings now enjoy health services which are broader
and more flexible. They are able to set local priorities
for community-based and home-based services in
addition to or as a replacement for the more limited
bed-based services of the past. The multipurpose
service program complements other government
initiatives to improve the range and quality of health
services to rural communities, such as the rural
Healthstreams program and the implementation of the
recommendations of the Small Rural Hospitals
Taskforce with respect to service planning and capital
works.
The 1995 amendments also contained a sunset
provision, the effect of which is to provide that part 4A
of the act will expire in December 1999. If this sunset
provision takes effect, it will not be possible to create
any new multipurpose services after that date. In
addition, while the act contains a savings provision
which appears to allow a service created prior to the
expiry date to continue, it does not permit new
members of boards of management to be appointed. It
is also uncertain as to how other necessary
requirements in the act would continue to apply.
The sunset provision was included to enable an
evaluation of the effectiveness of the new provisions
and to determine whether the current system of joint
state and commonwealth responsibility would continue.
The commonwealth has recently indicated that it
intends to expand the program by developing up to an
additional 30 sites nationwide.
Multipurpose services have proven to be a valuable
model for service provision in rural areas. They
establish a mechanism under which the one health
services agency can provide a wide range of services
and provide a mechanism for responding to the
changing needs of rural communities. As the program
is to continue at a national level, it is desirable for the
act to enable the continued creation of these bodies.
Therefore this bill repeals the sunset provision.
2.

Principles for delivery of public hospital services

On 27 August the Australian health care agreement
between the state of Victoria and the commonwealth
was signed. This agreement provides for the funding of
public hospital services for the five years from 1 July
1998 to 30 June 2003. This agreement replaces the
Medicare agreement, which expired on 30 June 1998.
I am pleased to inform the house that, under the
agreement, commonwealth payments to Victoria for
public hospitals and other health services will increase
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by more than 15 per cent through to the year 2003 and
provide greater flexibility to support successful
initiatives such as Hospital in the Home.
The commonwealth has acknowledged the extra burden
our public hospitals have had to shoulder as a result of
the fall in private health insurance. They have agreed to
automatically increase our level of funding if there is a
fall in private health coverage. The signing of the
agreement means that Victorians can be assured that
hospital funding has been secured at sustainable levels
for the next five years.
Now that the new agreement has been finalised, it is
necessary to make a consequential amendment to the
Health Services Act. Section 17AA of the act currently
describes the Medicare principles and commitments
which are to guide the delivery of public hospital
services in Victoria. These principles are based upon
the old Medicare agreement. The new agreement
outlines the principles that are to guide the delivery of
public hospital services for the next five years. It is
appropriate for the act to reflect the current agreement
between the commonwealth and the state rather than
the principles as stated in an agreement which has
expired.
Accordingly, the bill inserts a new section 17AA which
states that the delivery of public hospital services in
Victoria will be guided by the principles as outlined in
the relevant agreement between the state and the
commonwealth as in force from time to time. This is
preferable to stating the principles directly in the act, as
it will mean that there will automatically be consistency
between the act and the agreement that is then in force.
3. Application of trusts

The bill contains a range of technical amendments
which are designed to address problems that have come
to attention regarding the application of trusts to the
various public health care agencies created under or
regulated by the act.
In 1995 the act was amended to enable the aggregation
of metropolitan hospitals into larger health care
networks. This was necessary to fundamentally
reorganise Melbourne's public hospital system to better
meet the changing health needs of the community. The
act provided that a network is the successor in law of
the aggregated metropolitan hospitals which it replaces.
All of the assets and liabilities of the former
metropolitan hospitals vest in the successor network.
This generally accords with the other provisions of the
act that apply to amalgamations involving registered
funded agencies and multipwpose services.
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An amalgamation will proceed where the creation of a
new public health care agency out of the old agencies
will be in the public interest and will enable the better
provision of health services throughout Victoria or in a
part of the state. The act generally provides that
whenever a new agency is fonned out of and replaces
the original agencies following an amalgamation, the
assets and liabilities of each of the original agencies
transfer to the new agency that is created. This is
appropriate, as essentially the new agency stands in the
shoes of each of the original agencies.

When the act was amended to enable the aggregation of
metropolitan networks, it was intended that
distributions under a trust made to a fonner
metropolitan hospital could generally continue to be
made to its successor in law. Trusts, particularly
charitable trusts, are a significant source of revenue for
public health care institutions such as hospitals. At
present, where a trust in favour of an original
amalgamated agency confers an absolute entitlement to
property held on nust for that agency, then the property
generally passes to the new agency. However, a trust
does not always confer property upon a beneficiary.
Some trusts, known as discretionary trusts, do not do
so. Instead, the trustee has a discretion as to whether to
distribute any benefit under a trust in favour of the
agencies who are eligible under the trust.
The government is aware that a network has received
legal advice that it is ineligible to receive a distribution
under a particular charitable discretionary trust. The
current wording of the act does not always operate so as
to transfer eligibility to receive a distribution under such
a trust to a network created following an aggregation. It
has also become evident that the other provisions of the
act do not pennit the application of a benefit under a
discretionary trust to other types of successor agencies
under the act. As such a trust does not create a right to
property which can pass to the successor. The particular
wording of some trust instruments may also prevent
distributions to a successor agency.
The amendments seek to remedy these deficiencies in a
holistic fashion by making technical amendments to the
various provisions of the act which enable an agency
created or recognised under the act to be abolished and
replaced by a new successor agency. It is appropriate
for the same regime to apply throughout the act. The
bill therefore applies to the following:
amalgamations of registered funded agencies under
section 65;
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aggregations of metropolitan hospitals that led to the
fonnation of metropolitan health care networks
under section 65C;
amalgamations that involve the creation of a
mUltipwpose service, or which involve the
subsequent amalgamation of a multipurpose service,
under section 115U; and
the creation of a multipUIpOse service from a single
body by declaration under sections 115A or 115Y.
These amendments are intended to apply to all
categories of trust, including discretionary trusts, and
regardless of the wording of the particular instrument
creating the trust. They are also intended to apply
equally to charitable and non-charitable trusts. For the
PUIpOses of the bill, a trust is defmed to include an
outright gift or disposition of property.
The bill amends the relevant provisions by providing
that where a former agency is eligible or entitled to
benefit under a trust, this eligibility or entitlement is
conferred upon its successor following an
amalgamation. It does this in two complementary ways.
Firstly, it provides that the trust will be construed as
referring to the new successor agency rather than to the
original agency. Where a trust was created in relation to
an agency which was amalgamated some time ago, and
there has been a sequence of subsequent amalgamations
or aggregations involving the various successors ofthat
agency, the ultimate current successor is to be able to
benefit under that trust. This is appropriate as over the
years some agencies have had their status transfonned a
number of times.
Secondly, the bill deems the new successor agency to

be the same body as the agency it replaces for the
purposes of any trust. It is therefore entitled to receive
any benefit that any of its predecessors were eligible to
receive, including predecessors which can be traced as
part of a series of earlier successions. However, to
respect the wishes of the person who has created the
trust, the bill also makes it clear that ifhe or she has
specified the particular PUIpOses of the agency for
which the trust is created, such as the treatment of
children, then the trust may only be applied to the
successor agency for a similar or corresponding
pUIpOse.

4. Directors of health care networks
Section 40G of the act provides that the directors of a
board of a metropolitan hospital (known as health care
networks) can only be removed during their term of
offi~ on the grounds of physical or mental incapacity,
findmg of guilt for an offence which affects suitability
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to be a director, absence from all board meetings
without leave over a six-month period, or insolvency.
The original rationale for this provision was to
guarantee stability of board membership to enable
network boards to be able to proceed with planning for
the redevelopments within their then newly established
network of campuses.
The government has the utmost confidence that the
directors of the boards of governance of networks will
carry out their important functions effectively and with
great care. Nonetheless, as a rule acts confer a general
power to remove directors or members of boards of
public bodies. This is appropriate to ensure adequate
accountability by directors to government and the
community. There is such a general power in relation to
members of boards of management of rural public
hospitals under the act and for directors of state
business corporations under the State Owned
Enterprises Act.
The amendments are generally consistent with these
processes. They provide that:
directors may be removed by the Governor in
Council on the recommendation of the minister. In
practice such a power could be used in relation to
directors who do not perform their duties
satisfactorily; and
the minister must recommend removal where a
director is physically or mentally unable to act as a
director, has been found guilty of an offence which
the minister considers renders him or her unsuitable
to be a director, is absent without leave from all
board meetings for six months, or is insolvent.
5.

Constitution Act 1975 section 85 statements.

I make the following statements under section 85(5) of
the Constitution Act 1975 of the reasons why clauses 6
and 13 of the bill amend the Health Services Act 1988
(the act) to alter or vary section 85 of the Constitution
Act 1975.
(a) Validity o/things done by trustees

Clause 13 inserts a new section 178 into the act.
Clause 12 provides that it is the intention of the new
section 178 to alter or vary section 85 of the
Constitution Act 1975. New section 178 contains two
savings provisions relating to the acts or omissions of
trustees. The amendments to sections 65, 65D, 65F,
115A, 115U and 115V of the act contained in this bill
relating to trusts apply in relation to amalgamations,
aggregations and to declarations of a multipurpose

187

service which took effect prior to the commencement of
clause 13 of this bill.
The act, as amended by this bill, has effect with respect
to these orders and declarations, and with respect to
trust instruments in relation to each former agency of a
successor agency created by the order or declaration, as
if all of these amendments were in force when the
orders and declarations were made. They apply
retrospectively to confer an entitlement or eligibility
under a trust which applied in relation to each former
agency upon each new successor agency from the date
that the relevant order creating the successor agency
took effect. This is to validate any distributions that
have already been made under a trust on the mistaken
basis that a successor was eligible or entitled, as a result
of the then existing provisions of the act, to benefit
from a trust because its former agency was so eligible
or entitled.
New section 178( 1) provides that anything done or
omitted to be done before the commencement of
clause 13 by a trustee that would not have been a
breach of trust if this bill was enacted at the time of the
act or omission is not to be regarded as constituting a
breach of trust and the trustee is not liable for breach of
trust.
The reason for this limitation of the jurisdiction of the
Supreme Court is that it is appropriate to protect
trustees and those who have benefited from trusts
where the trustee has distributed a benefit on the
mistaken basis that a successor agency was eligible or
entitled to benefit under a trust that applied in relation
to one of its former agencies. This protection accords
with the intention of the bill to validate such
distributions.
New section 178(2) provides that nothing affected by
this bill is to be regarded as making a trustee liable for a
breach of trust on account of anything done or omitted
to be done before the commencement of clause 13 that
would not have constituted a breach of trust had this bill
never been enacted.
The reason for this limitation of the jurisdiction of the
Supreme Court is that it is appropriate to protect a
trustee, and those who have benefited from trusts
administered by the trustee, where the trustee has acted
lawfully in the past. There is to be no liability in
relation to any act or omission where liability might
otherwise now arise solely as a result of the
retrospective application of the changes to the law
contained in this bill. For example, if a trustee had
correctly considered that the eligibility of a former
agency to benefit under a particular trust was not
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conferred upon its successor agency by the act as it was
then in force, no-one should be able to challenge that
decision as a result of the effects of this bill.

(b) Public hospital services principles
Clause 6 substitutes a new section 17AA into part 2A
of the act. Clause 12 provides that it is intended that
new section 17AA(2) will alter or vary section 85 of the
Constitution Act 1975.
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action. The repeal of the sunset provision regarding
multipurpose services will ensure that existing services
can continue to operate effectively, and will enable new
services to be created where this is appropriate in rural
Victoria.
The bill also ensures that the act is consistent with the
current and future state and commonwealth agreements
for public hospital services.
I commend the bill to the house.

New section 17AA is to be the only section in part 2A.
As I have already indicated, it provides that the
principles contained in any agreement in force ~om .
time to time between the commonwealth and V Ictona
with respect to the provision of public hospital services
are established as guidelines for the delivery of public
hospital services in Victoria. It also states that public
hospital services include services to public hospital
patients provided by privately opera~ed hospitals. l?is
new section replaces the current sectIOn 17AA, whIch
specified particular Medicare principles to guide the
delivery of public hospital services.
New section 17AA(2) provides that nothing in part 2A
~ves rise to or can be taken into account in any civil
~ause of action. In particular, it states that it does not
create in any person legal rights not in existence before
the commencement of clause 6. This replaces a
provision to the same effect that currently applies in
relation to the existing section 17AA.
The new section does not take away any legal rights
that currently exist; however, it does make it clear that
it does not create any new legal rights. The reason for
limiting the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court in this
way is that it is appropriate to continue to prevent
liability arising as a result of the new section. The
purpose of the amendment is to give statutory
.
recognition to the principles for the delivery of pubbc
hospital services as a reflection of the importance of
those principles. This recognition is not intended to
create any legal entitlements or to enable the principles
to be enforced through the courts.

6.

Conclusion

This bill addresses a number of problems that have
arisen in relation to the act's operation. In particular, the
resolution of difficulties relating to trusts will enable
bequests and donations to bodies to be used in the
provision of health services. The bill will al~ ensure.
that there is no need for a trustee to engage m expenSIve
legal proceedings to determine how the trust may be
distributed, in those circumstances where the
amalgamation, aggregation or declaration would have
otherwise created doubt as to the appropriate course of

Debate adjourned on motion of Hon. M. M. GOULD
(Doutta Galla).
Debate adjourned until next day.

PETROLEUM BILL
Second reading
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The bill is an important new step in encouraging
exploration and production activity in the Victorian
petroleum and mining industries. It repeals the current
Petroleum Act 1958 and replaces it with contemporary
legislation for onshore Victorian petroleum
exploration and production.
The petroleum industry has provided Victoria with a
local source of oil and gas for the last 30 years from
the offshore Bass Strait oil and gas fields. Onshore
Victoria is also prospective for small to medium oil
and gas field discoveries. Such discoveries provide
major benefits to regional Victoria, as seen at
Warrnambool and Portland, which are supplied by the
onshore Paaratte gas field. This legislation will
encourage petroleum exploration activity so that
Victoria's onshore petroleum potential is realised and
utilised for the benefit of Victorians.
This bill will provide greater certainty to petroleum
explorers within a legislative framework that protects
the environment and respects the interests of private
landowners.
The legislation provides a licensing regime that
allows, through the holding of various authorities, the
exploration for and production of petroleum from
beneath land onshore in Victoria While reaffirming
the state's ownership of all petroleum on or below the
surface of any land in Victoria it maintains
mechanisms for the private sector to fmd and develop
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these resources for the benefit of industry and all
Victorians.

Authorities
This bill provides for four types of authorities that
reflect the resource exploration and production
process. Exploration permits will allow holders to
explore for petroleum within their authority area
giving them exclusive rights to develop - subject to
planning approval- any petroleum discoveries.
Retention leases will allow exploration pennit-holders
to retain petroleum discoveries which are not currently
commercially viable but which might be in the future.
Production licences will allow exploration permit and
retention leaseholders to produce from their petroleum
discoveries. A fourth type of authority, a special
access authorisation, will allow holders to undertake
exploration activities to gain geological information
for their use or for sale but does not confer any rights
to petroleum discoveries or allow drilling. The
introduction of the retention lease shifts the risk
profile in a direction which will encourage exploration
expenditure.
Consistent with competition reform policy, land must
initially be offered for petroleum exploration through
an open competitive tendering system based on the
best exploration program bid. However, if tendering is
unsuccessful the land can be made available for
application. Exploration permits will be issued for
longer initial terms of five years, rather than the
current two years. This change will provide explorers
with a longer initial fixed period, related to the time
needed for a cycle of exploration and evaluation of
prospects, thus enabling them to explore in a
progressive and logical manner. The bill also provides
the certainty that all explorers want to develop a
petroleum discovery. Explorers must be granted a
retention lease or production licence over their
discovery if they have complied with all these
legislated requirements.
Exploration pennits are offered for a maximum
10 years: an initial five-year term followed by an
option to renew for a further five years over up to
50 per cent of the land area. Returning half of the land
for tender provides regular contestability of the land,
encourages increased exploration intensity and
facilitates opportunities for a larger range of upstream
explorers. This bill also ensures that any known
petroleum resources not held under an authority can
be offered for development only through an open
tender process.
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Clear mechanisms are provided for authority holders
to relinquish their authorities if they choose to do so.
The minister may cancel authorities where their
holders have not exercised their authority rights by
exploring, evaluating or producing a resource in a
timely manner.
Explorers submitting the winning work program bid
are bound to undertake that work in the initial five
years of the exploration permit. This work will be
unambiguously confirmed in writing by the minister
as key activities to be completed. If an explorer elects
to renew an exploration permit for a further five years
a new set of activities to be completed will be agreed
with the minister. Completing work is required in the
absence of extraordinary circumstances. Failure to do
so means that the licence may be cancelled.

Underground storage
This bill preserves the ability of a production
licence-holder to undertake storage of petroleum in
underground natural reservoirs. Such activity is
expected to provide important gas market benefits to
Victoria in the immediate future through providing for
greater gas supply diversity and security.
In recognition of the expected future importance of
underground storage a mechanism is provided to
ensure that suitable reservoirs are made available for
underground storage and not left idle within a
production licence. On the application of a potential
storer the minister can excise unused reservoirs from
licence areas and make them available for storage
through open tender. This provision supports the
underlying principles that authority holders must
remain active on their authority area and that land can
only be offered through an open competitive tender.
Land access
Petroleum resources may underlie any land,
irrespective of the status given to that land. All
Victorian land may be included in a petroleum
authority. The legislation recognises differential
environmental values ascribed to parks and other
Crown land and sets appropriate access regimes for
petroleum activities.
This bill provides for four categories of Crown land in
recognition of the various environmental values that
are ascribed to Crown land. These categories are:
Wilderness Crown land covers wilderness zones,
wilderness parks and reference areas. Petroleum
operations are prohibited in these areas.
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Parks Crown land includes the national, state and
other parks within this category where only the
Minister for Conservation and Land Management
can consent to petroleum operations. The existing
provisions under section 40(2) of the National Parks
Act 1975 have been preserved.
Restricted Crown land is defined and is largely
linked to approved recommendations of the former
Land Conservation Council. The consent of the
Minister for Conservation and Land Management
must also be obtained for operations over this
category of land.
Unrestricted Crown land is all remaining Crown land
representing some 50 per cent (approximately
4 million hectares) of all Crown land in the state.
The Minister for Conservation and Land
Management must be consulted before any
significant operations occur over this land
Private landowners' interests are recognised and
protected. No petroleum operations can be carried out
on any private land unless compensation has been
agreed with the landowner or settled through the
Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal. The bill
also requires that advance notification of operations
must be given, that consultation be undertaken on the
nature of the operations and that appropriate
rehabilitation is undertaken.
Compensation
In setting out compensation for private landowners,
this bill broadens the compensation now payable and
aligns these compensation provisions for petroleum
operations with those of mining which are contained
in the Mineral Resources Development Act 1990. The
mining compensation model has operated effectively
and this bill will now give private landowners a
common mechanism and rights relating to explorers
wanting to access resources under their land.
This bill also recognises that petroleum operations
over Crown land may result in the Crown or other
authorised Crown land users suffering loss or damage.
The bill provides that the minister may require holders
of petroleum authorities to pay compensation for loss
or damage in prescribed circumstances. In considering
compensation to the Crown the minister will take into
account the benefits that may accrue to the people of
Victoria from the petroleum operations.

Planning matters
Exploration will be authorised without requiring
multiple approvals. Exploration carried out under a
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petroleum authority will not require a planning permit
nor be prohibited under any planning scheme
approved under the Planning and Environment Act
1987. Production carried out under a production
authority granted under the bill cannot be prohibited
under any planning scheme approved under the
Planning and Environment Act 1987. A petroleum
production project that has been the subject of an
environment effects statement will not also require a
planning permit. Victorian planning provisions will be
amended to ensure consistency with this bill.
Land protection
The bill ensures that measures are set down for
protection ofthe land before petroleum operations are
undertaken.

In seeking acceptance for a petroleum operation, an
authority holder is required to put forward an
operation plan. The requirements of this plan will be
detailed in regulation and will include the need for
authority holders to demonstrate that they will operate
to an acceptable environmental code of practice and
have developed appropriate environment plans for the
area they wish to operate on.
The bill also ensures that measures are in place for
land rehabilitation following petroleum operations.
Petroleum authority holders will be required to
provide rehabilitation bonds. These may be utilised for
rehabilitation, clean-up and pollution prevention work
on private or public land should the authority holders
not meet their obligations in this area. If the bond is
insufficient the minister can recover such debt from
the authority holder.
Land protection measures are strengthened by
enabling the minister to require that petroleum
authority holders hold insurance against expenses and
liabilities that may arise from their exploration and
production activities on private and public land.
Native title

The bill recognises the rights of native title holders as
provided for by the commonwealth Native Title Act
1993 and therefore ensures its validity and the validity
of authorities issued.
Royalties
The bill retains the current royalty on petroleum
production at 10 per cent of wellhead value. However,
it is now possible for a production titleholder to enter
into a different royalty arrangement with the
agreement of the minister and after consultation with
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the Treasurer. This flexibility will allow other revenue
arrangements to be agreed between the state and a
producer. It will also allow, when appropriate, a lesser
royalty rate to be set to enable the continued operation
of economically marginal fields and marginal new
discoveries. This provision will help maximise the
level of petroleum production and minimise any waste
of Victoria's petroleum resources.
Authority holders who occupy Crown land on an
ongoing basis while undertaking their petroleum
operations are expected to pay rent for occupying that
land. Exploration operations are usually transient
activities lasting only days to a few months and there
is no intention to level rent for such short-term
activities. However, where equipment or facilities
occupy Crown land on an ongoing basis as part of a
production operation authority holders will be liable to
pay rent to the minister.

Information
The bill improves the provision of the public
geological database of Victoria by requiring authority
holders to submit all geological information gained
through their petroleum operations. The bill clearly
sets out when such information will be released into
the public domain but ensures that authority holders
have exclusive use of their information during much
or all of their authority terms through appropriate
retention times for the information. Authority holders
benefit through open access to the geological
information gained through past exploration of their
authority areas. They in turn provide the information
they gather for the benefit of future exploration.
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effective delivery of industry-specific regulations
under the petroleum legislation.

Transitional provisions
The transitional provisions provide for existing
explorers and producers to continue their current
operations and benefit from the passage of the
Petroleum Bill. Current exploration permit-holders
may apply for a once-only five-year renewal of their
permits. This provides certainty of term where
currently they only have two-year terms with
discretionary one-year extensions. Current petroleum
producers can continue to produce from their
petroleum leases until they are surrendered or
cancelled. This provides producers with continuing
certainty whereas currently they have only
discretionary and shorter fixed terms.
Current legislation is silent on the eventual release into
the public domain of interpretative information - that
is, basic data enhanced by scientific analysis arising from petroleum exploration. Consistent with
other Australian jurisdictions, this bill now provides
such a mechanism. To ensure that no current
exploration permit-holder is disadvantaged, the
earliest release time will postdate expiry of the
renewed exploration permit term. The bill also
provides for a formal appeal mechanism.

Inspectors

In putting forward this bill the government is mindful
of the economic benefit that the petroleum industry
can bring to this state. The bill seeks to develop a
more competitive market for exploration and
production of this state's petroleum resources which in
turn will contribute to a more competitive supply
market for petroleum.

The bill provides for the appointment of petroleum
inspectors to ensure compliance and now provides a
formal means for the minister to provide directions to
authority holders through improvement and
prohibition notices.

This proposal provides Victoria with contemporary
petroleum legislation that encourages development of
this state's petroleum resources while maintaining a
high level of protection for the environment and the
rights of private landowners.

It is intended that the petroleum inspectors also
undertake enforcement of occupational health and
safety matters in relation to activities under this
Petroleum Bill. The government intends to introduce
amendments to the Occupational Health and Safety
Act 1985 to enable delegation to the Secretary to the
Department of Natural Resources and Environment of
the required functions and powers. This will recognise
the primacy of the Occupational Health and Safety
Act 1985 and its consistent application to Victorian
industry while at the same time ensuring efficient and

I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned for Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS
(Jika Jika) on motion of Hon. D. A. N ardeUa.
Debate adjourned until next day.
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VICTORIAN INSTITUTE OF MARINE
SCIENCES (REPEAL) BILL
Second reading

HoB. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

Victoria's marine and freshwater environments are
vitally important to the health, wellbeing and
prosperity of Victoria. They also support an abundant
biodiversity which forms an important part of our
natural heritage. Commercial and recreational fishers,
water authorities, the agriculture, forestry and
petroleum industries, local government, community
groups, tourism operators and recreational groups all
have a strong interest and involvement in the
continuing maintenance and use of Victoria's aquatic
marine and freshwater habitats and resources.
Since 1974 the Victorian Institute of Marine Sciences
and its successor the Marine and Freshwater
Resources Institute (MAFRl) have been at the
forefront of providing technical advice on the
maintenance and enhancement of Victoria's aquatic
resources and environments. The institute has built an
enviable national and international reputation for its
work and all Victorians should be proud of its
achievements.
In August 1997 a review of MAFRI was
commissioned as part of a series of reviews aimed at
ensuring the research institutes servicing the
department are focused on the needs of their
customers, are well managed, are in the strongest
possible position to respond to the opportunities
presented by future change, and deliver services
efficiently and effectively. The future success of the
institute will be particularly dependent upon its
capacity to provide relevant, high-quality services to
the aquatic resource industries of Victoria. These
services must be based on the principles of sustainable
management to realise the potential of Victoria's
aquatic assets while improving the health of the
natural environment.
MAFRI is a valuable asset for Victoria. Its staffhave
demonstrated their commitment to the work of the
institute. It is important that their talents continue to be
utilised to the maximum benefit of the marine and
freshwater environment and of those who value and
utilise it.
A key review finding was that MAFRI's research
focus and effort would be optimised by retaining it as
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a separate research institute but more closely aligned
with the strategic management of our aquatic
resources. Therefore, MAFRI will continue as an
institute under similar arrangements as apply to other
research institutes within the Department of Natural
Resources and Environment. Reporting through the
director, fisheries, it will work closely with the staff of
the department and community partners to ensure the
long-term sustainable management of our aquatic
resources.
The bill repeals the Victorian Institute of Marine
Sciences Act 1974 and transfers the institute's assets
and liabilities to the state. All employees of the
institute will be transferred to the employ of the
department on existing terms and conditions.
The government would like to take the opportunity to
thank the board and staff of the institute for their
endeavours and work over the past few years. The
new organisational arrangements will ensure that the
institute continues to be able to provide a world-class
research facility and to develop closer links with its
main customers and alliances with its stakeholders.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned for Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS
(Jika Jika) on motion of Hon. D. A. NardeUa.
Debate adjourned until next day.

CONSUMER CREDIT (FINANCE
BROKERS) BILL
Second reading

HoB. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small
Business) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The bill repeals the Finance Brokers Act 1969 and
re-enacts selected consumer protection provisions in the
Consumer Credit (Victoria) Act 1995. The bill
implements the recommendations of a national
competition policy review by removing unnecessary
restrictions on the finance brokiog industry while
retaining and improving essential protections for clients
of this industry.
The bill abolishes the requirement for finance brokers
to be licensed. The national competition policy review
concluded that licensing was not necessary to achieve
the objective of the existing provisions. Instead, the bill
puts in place a tailored series of prohibitions to exclude
those who might present an unacceptable risk of
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fraudulent or predatory behaviour. Application for
permission to practise despite some disqualifying
factors will be able to be made to the Business
Licensing Authority, as is the case under the Estate
Agents Act 1980 and the Motor Car Traders Act 1986.
The bill also abolishes statutory caps on fees chargeable
by finance brokers and valuers in connection with
finance broking. Similar changes have in recent times
been made in relation to estate agents' fees and
pawnbrokers' rates and are designed to increase
competition and innovation in the finance broking
market.
The bill continues and clarifies the existing ban on
up-front fees, so that brokerage fees are not chargeable
until a loan as described in the broker's appointment is
secured by the broker and accepted by the client. This
ban addresses the problem of brokers intentionally
taking non-refundable fees from clients knowing that
no credit will be able to be secured.
As an exception to this ban, the bill provides for an
agreed termination fee representing the broker's
reasonable costs if a client voluntarily withdraws from a
broking arrangement. Strict conditions will apply to the
termination fee to prevent predatory behaviour by
unscrupulous brokers.

Penalties for non-compliance with the provisions have
been increased. The bill further protects clients of
finance brokers by allowing disputes about brokers'
fees to be taken to the Victorian Civil and
Administrative Tribunal as a low-cost alternative to the
court system.
The bill will apply to the broking of consumer credit, in
line with the position under the Finance Brokers Act
1969 and the position in New South Wales and the
Australian Capital Territory. Exemptions reflecting
those in the Finance Brokers Act 1969 will be made by
the Governor in Council in accordance with other parts
of the Consumer Credit (Victoria) Act 1995.
The bill's provisions represent a significant
improvement over the existing provisions and have
been drafted to reflect approaches in interstate
legislation to the same issues. The bill fulfils Victoria's
obligations under national competition policy while at
the same time putting in place enhanced and balanced
consumer protections.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Hon. D. A. NARDELLA
(Melbourne North).

Debate adjourned until next day.

CLASSIFICATION (pUBLICATIONS,
FILMS AND COMPUTER GAMES)
(ENFORCEMENT) (AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 6 October; motion of
Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small Business).

Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) The opposition does not oppose the Classification
(Publications, Films and Computer Games)
(Enforcement) (Amendment) Bill. The bill deals with a
number of matters that were found to be a problem in
the recent past with the 1995 legislation. The legislation
creates offences for selling a quantity of derivative
material, provides for the forfeiture of seized items,
requires all category 1 restricted publications to be sold
in sealed plain opaque packages and increases the
penalties against bodies corporate. The changes will
benefit society.
Classification of various material is a balance between
censorship and classification to protect society and the
vulnerable. In many instances that is difficult but the
legislation deals with it properly. An important aspect
of the bill deals with pornography - the smut
newsagents have on their shelves, particularly a number
of publications that are available to minors. Those
publications will now be required to be in opaque
wrappings. They range from Penthouse and Playboy to
the magazines found on shelves not only in newsagents
but also in milk bars and other distribution points. The
opposition believes such publications should not be
freely available to children. If people wish to buy such
material they can buy it, take it home and look at it, but
it should not be freely available to minors to pick up
and look at in newsagents.
Further restrictions are placed on other deplorable
material that depicts, for example, rape, torture, incest,
bestiality and child pornography, as well as instructions
on crime and violence. Rightly those things should not
be available through the classification system, which is
where the bill strikes a balance.
Society has a serious problem with the Internet, where
much of the disturbing material resides. When
Mr Smith and I were members of the former
parliamentary Crime Prevention Committee we worked
on reports on sexual assault against children and adults.
We saw much of the disgusting material that is
available. One of the challenges is to stop that material
being available on the Internet and ascertaining how it
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can be controlled because that medium has no
restrictions on such matters. The only restriction is
self-regulation. If people know where the material
resides or people tell their mends, they can view the
material, much of which is disgusting. That material
can also be shared around after it is printed.
Today with colour inkjet and laser printers people can
print photographic images for distribution. With
computer enhancement the material can be published
on high quality paper. I do not know how that material
can be dealt with other than through this type of
legislation, which deals with commercial quantities.
However, ultimately parents must stop the material
being made available to their children. Parents and
guardians can explain the effect of such material on
young people and institute policing methods or
restrictions on the web sites young people view. It is
impossible to deal with those who are trading and
selling such material, and that is what the bill seeks to
do.
There should be some way of getting through to people
that such material is unacceptable on the Internet I
know it is impossible to stop it. Another problem is that
young children innocently looking for material on the
Internet sometimes come across pornographic material.
It only requires a word to be searched and young
students can be exposed to such material. That can be
done inadvertently, and such material can affect the
perceptions and views of our young people. A number
of studies have been carried out on how pornography
affects sexual deviants in our society, especially earlier
in their lives. That is of concern to the opposition
because we do not want such material being made
available.
The effect of this material on people is not scientifically
measurable, but the evidence, in so far as it is possible
to evaluate it, shows that such material does have an
effect The opposition is concerned about that. A
number of studies have shown that extreme
pornographic material may desensitise the views of
people and encourage them to further explore or
undertake criminal activities. Striking a balance will
ensure such material is not freely available to young
and malleable people.
Other changes in the bill concern the quantity of, for
example, videos that people can purchase and the way
large quantities of refused-classification or X-rated
videos are treated by the police. In the past, as was
discovered by the parliamentary committee chaired by
Mr Smith, if a raid on a shop unearthed perhaps 50 or
100 copies of the one video, each copy would need to
be viewed in its entirety and classified before any
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prosecutorial action could be taken, which was absurd.
The bill deals with that situation and will assist in
cracking down on either X-rated or
refused-classification videos.
Recently a number of raids in Victoria have led to the
seizing by police of a number of offensive videos, but
little action could be taken because of the expense
involved in launching prosecutions under the old
legislation. The opposition is concerned about that as,
no doubt, is the government. The bill simplifies that
requirement because in future the 50, 60 or whatever
number of the same X-rated videos discovered by the
police will be regarded as being for sale.
The bill also deals with the personal use of X-rated
videos. If people are discovered holding a large number
of such videos they can be regarded as trafficking in
that product and the police will be able to act.
The bill takes into account what occurs after the
forfeiture of material, and the opposition has no
problems with that provision. I understand the bill also
simplifies police powers to use search warrants; the
present legislation does not provide the police with the
power to legally search for offensive videos and
publications.
Penalties against bodies corporate are increased to a
maximum of $600 000, but the discretion ofajudge
concerning minimum penalties or in relation to
determining the severity of an offence is not removed.
The opposition welcomes that change. It is important to
have appropriate penalties available for offensive
material that goes to the core of debasing our society.
mtimately it is a matter of trying to protect our
vulnerable young. That balance is important.
Some computer games can be purchased in their
modified version at, for example, local computer stores,
but then various add-ins, or plug-ins as they are known,
boost the pornographic or violent content of the games.
For instance, it is possible to buy plug-ins for the video
Tomb Raider with Lara Croft, leading to Lara trying not
to have her clothes removed. I understand many people
who play that game are trying to fmd the secret code to
enable the removal of her clothes - not that I would do
that! The Internet provides that option, particularly for
young people.
The opposition welcomes and does not oppose the
introduction of the bill.
Hon. B. N. ATKINSON (Koonung) - I welcome
the bill as legislation that tries to take a uniform
approach to a range of issues that obviously cross
borders and affect all Australians. The sorts of issues
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canvassed in this bill- that is, the control of
pornography and obscene material - are not a problem
that can be addressed only in Victoria, because it is a
national, and as Mr Nardella has said, an international
problem.
Despite the classification system certain materials are
already unable to be distributed in Victoria through
retail networks but are available by mail order from
Canberra. That causes difficulties in policing certain
products. The Attorney-General and her counterparts
throughout Australia continue to debate that issue in the
appropriate national ministerial forums. As Mr Nardella
said and as the minister said in her second-reading
speech, the bill expands a system of classifYing our
products and provides a better regime of enforcement
of those classifications.
The object of the legislation is to protect children from
exposure to offensive or inappropriate materials. The
bill introduces new penalties for the production of
computer games or films that have been refused a
classification. They cover some of the subject matters
that Mr Nardella mentioned, including excessive
violence, bestiality and the involvement of minors. I
believe the whole area of censorship and classification
should be reviewed. I do not see this legislation as a
destination, but as part of a continuum. Apart from
anything else I am concerned about the level of penalty,
which includes 10-year imprisonment and fines of up to
$600 000 for producing 50 videos - that being
regarded by the legislation as a commercial quantity. In
some instances offences relating to unsavoury
activities, particularly child pornography, may require
the use of the provisions, but in others the penalties
may well be heavy handed when compared with a
range of other crimes on the statute book which the
community would regard as far more serious and which
carry lesser terms of imprisonment or fme. As I said,
this is part of the continuum. I welcome and support the
legislation but it is an area that we need to continue to
review.
Some of the inputs to that continuing review include the
fact that a new classification is expected to be adopted
later this month by federal and state ministers
responsible for censorship and classifications. I
understand the ministers are likely to vote for a new
classification called non-violent erotica, which is
welcomed by the Eros Foundation, one of the major
lobby groups, and is supported by the community as an
appropriate classification for a range of material that
people may choose to view.
The federal government is currently reviewing the
guidelines and further restrictions are likely to be used,
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including a new category of M for mature publications.
That change in the publishing of non-violent erotic
literature is likely to occur early in the new year. In that
context the legislation is part of the continuum and will
be examined to see whether it is achieving its objectives
of providing a properly controlled regime in which
material can be accessed by people appropriately
without the prospect of it being viewed by children
inadvertently or where inappropriate and offensive
material is widely circulated.
Further down the track penalties need to be reviewed to
ensure that they are effective. The continuing review of
the legislation is also important because of black market
activities in pornographic material. Invariably, the black
market material, because of its distribution system,
starts to push at the edges and can move into the more
objectionable material. Some material involves
criminality in its production. We need to be mindful of
that.
Although the legislation regulates the conventional
means of distribution - publications, videos and
computer games - we should realise that they are the
easy ones to regulate. Although we can be vigorous in
policing those activities, other methods by which
people can access the material are unregulated and are
far more accessible to children than any of the material
dealt with by this legislation. Our kids are far more
likely to use the Internet to access this material than if
they were to go to a newsagent, let alone an adult
bookshop.
As Mr Nardella said in his contribution, it is a
continuing problem for governments. How do they
police a free domain? How do they stop children
getting access to material that most of us would regard
as inappropriate? Some of the material may not be so
harmful, but some of it is vile and is easy to access
through the Internet Material can come into our homes
via the video satellite. Companies such as Ecstasy
Television, a Canadian-Taiwanese firm, the Spice
channel from the USA and the Red Hot Dutch channel
from the Netherlands offer a range of material. Video
material is being beamed to subscribers in Victoria It is
possible now to collect the material and distribute it,
giving it wider circulation. It is of major concern.

I have spent some time examining some of the Internet
web sites. We already have the problem that what is
available in the Australian Capital Territory under its
classification laws is not supposed to be distributed to
other states. But the Internet is of greater concern
because of its wider use by children. It is largely
unregulated and uncensored. I have examined a range
of adult sites on the Net and have been alarmed at the
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type of material that can be accessed quickly and

without any resnictions or age verification. Sites can be
accessed by using basic words. One can use innocuous
words or word combinations, or even use some words
inadvertently, and one may trip over sites which in
many cases are objectionable. Many of the words used
are not beyond the vocabulary of I O~year~olds, but they
open up sites far more sexually explicit than material
covered in this legislation. When one tries to leave
those adult sites more explicit pages cascade down the
screen in an effort to promote subscriptions. Without
subscribing to or accessing full catalogues of movie
pictures and sexually explicit text one can take free
tours and samples. In fact, it is possible to access
bestiality, rape and pornographic sites. The community
and certainly parents should be alanned by the range of
hard-core pornographic material and images that can be
accessed without any age verification or subscription,
simply by logging in to the right pages which come up
as part of the general milieu that is presented on the Net
every time one uses key words - for example, words
like nudity can turn up some extraordinarily explicit
sites which people in the community would be alarmed
about.
We have a problem with an emerging medium that is a
free domain and, as Mr Nardella said, basically
unregulated and difficult to censor. It is pumping out
material that is accessed and used by children. Indeed,
we are encouraging children to use it because we
recognise its potential as an education tool and
information source. At the same time enormous
problems are being created by the content of the
material which is published and therefore accessible but
which is beyond the reach of the bill and most of our
legislative controls.
Although some of the sites require age verification, the
integrity of the process is in doubt One of the reasons I
looked at a couple of the sites and saw the problem was
that somebody said a child had taken a credit card and
typed in the parent's details and accessed a range of
sites, which was not discovered until a month later,
when the credit card account came in.
Most of the Internet pornographic sites appear to be
more intent on generating subscriptions from age
verification than on protecting minors from accessing
the sites. With the Internet increasingly becoming the
domain of young people, the community and legislators
must continue to address the problem of the availability
of offensive and inappropriate material on the Internet.
Although the bill is worth while, given that we are
trying to stop people gaining access to certain material
at video stores or newsagencies, many of the people we
are trying to protect are far less likely to come across
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such material in either of those venues than they are to
find it - and much worse - on the Internet. It is a real
challenge for us.
Along with Mr Nardella I am at a loss to come up with
solutions to tackle the problem. Legislators are engaged
in a wide~ranging international debate. As has been
mentioned, some of the many papers that have been
produced are about social issues relating to
pornography and its impact on children while others are
about censorship and the free-domain aspect of the
Internet We need to address the problem, which clearly
is not addressed in the bill. Therefore, as I said, as
legislators we need to continue to pursue solutions to it.
I have suggested an interim measure that I will be
urging the Attorney-General to adopt - that is, to
prevail on the retailers of computer hardware and
software to alert parents to what is available on the
Internet and to inform them about the guard products
that restrict access to certain sites. That is only a small
step, but at least parents who are forewarned are
forearmed. Many of them would be alarmed if they
understood the nature of some of the pages I have been
able to access easily on the Internet, compared with
what they perceive is available. We are talking about
something very different from a 12-year-old lad having
a copy of Playboy under the bed. We are talking about
serious and obscene material, some of which is sadistic
and would by broad community standards be
considered objectionable.
The problem needs to be tackled, and it is appropriate
that Mr Nardella made some remarks in the same vein.
Legislators should take the opportunity to think about
the issues while debating a piece of legislation which is
designed to do a job of work it will no doubt
accomplish but which will not address other important
problems. The opposition has indicated its support for
the bill; but we face a much greater challenge in the
same field, and we need to consider it. At the moment
few people, including those taking part in the
international debate, have any solutions. We must
address the problem, and I trust that we will continue to
be vigorous in our attempts to find solutions.

Hon. E. J. POWELL (North Eastern) - I am
pleased to support the bill, which amends the
Classifications (Publications, Films and Computer
Games) (Enforcement) Act. Mr Nardella has explained
the main purpose of the amendment, but I refer again to
the four components listed in the explanatory
memorandum. The bill will amend the act:
to create offences in respect of commercial quantities of
certain prohibited material; and
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to provide further for forfeiture of seized items; and
to require all category I restricted publications to be sold in
sealed, plain opaque packages; and
to increase penalties against bodies corporate.

I congratulate the Attorney-General on introducing the
bill, which I believe the community will support
wholeheartedly. Mr Nardella said the opposition
welcomes the bill, and he gave a number of reasons for
supporting it.
The bill creates a number of new offences. It will be an
offence to sell a commercial quantity of films
classified X, or films, publications or computer games
that have been refused classification. It will also be an
offence to possess or copy a commercial quantity of
films classified X, or films, publications or computer
games that have been refused classification, with the
intention of selling, exhibiting or demonstrating the
material.
The bill defines a commercial quantity as 50 items. The
clarification will help the police when large numbers of
items are found or seized. If 500 items are found, only
the frrst 50 will need to be classified as prohibited to
constitute an offence. Therefore prosecutions will be
speeded up. Offences will be punishable by a maximum
of 10 years imprisonment, and a corporation may be
fined up to $600 000. The increased penalties are an
indication that the government considers commercial
dealings in illegal films, publications and computer
games to be serious offences. The bill sends a clear
message to the whole community that such actions
should not and will not be tolerated.
People who have pornographic material in their homes
may be concerned about the bill, but the chargeable
offence created is the possession of a commercial
quantity - that is, 50 items of materials that have been
refused classification or are X-rated.
I believe the whole community condemns the use of
innocent children in the production of child
pornography. The jury is still out on whether watching
child pornography is a catalyst for increasing the sexual
abuse of children. However, I believe it is and it must
be stamped out. I am a member of the all-party
parliamentary Family and Community Development
Committee, along with Mr David Davis, Mrs Hogg and
Mr Nguyen. The committee is conducting an inquiry
into the effects of television and multimedia on children
and families in Victoria. We have heard from many
expert witnesses, including psychologists who have
talked about adolescent behaviour and school
representatives who have taken us through what
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happens on the Internet and how computers are being
used in schools.
Recently a member of the Victoria Police Force
presented some interesting evidence. His comment on
the possible correlation between the viewing of
pornographic material and the types of rapes that are
being committed should be of concern to the whole
community.
The committee's terms of reference require it to assess
the likely impact on children and families of new and
emerging forms of multimedia technology.
Mr Atkinson spoke at length about different sorts of
technology and how access will not be able to be
monitored or policed We have to fmd ways where
technology can enhance family life rather than detract
from it.
The emergence of the Internet opens up a new world
for our children. Most experiences are beneficial,
interesting and educational, but not all. A number of
speakers, including Mr Nardella and Mr Atkinson, have
talked about how easy it is to access the Internet.
Parents have little control over what their children
watch on the Internet. These days many young people
have computers in their bedrooms or can visit friends'
homes to use their computers to hook into the Internet.
Now there are even computers in many libraries and
schools, where children can hook onto the Internet
online.
With television, parents are at least able to watch what
their children are viewing and either turn it off or
change the channel. That is even more difficult with
computers because many parents are computer illiterate
and do not know what their children are watching and
how easy it is to access sites on the Internet. Our
committee believes the commonwealth government
will face significant challenges over censorship laws
relating to multimedia technology. Mr Atkinson spoke
about the implications of censorship, which is a diverse
and sensitive issue. A balance must be found between
the community's interests and people's individual
rights.
When I was a councillor of the former Shire of
Shepparton, the council received a number ofletters
from the community objecting to a particular sex show
being shown on a local television station in the general
viewing timeslot of 8.30 p.m. Parents wrote to the
council saying that the program was inappropriate
because of its sexual connotations and its timeslot.
I spoke to my two teenage sons, who had watched the
show, and they explained to me that they thought it was
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supposed to be educational. I sat down and watched an
episode with them. They were squinning in their seats
with embarrassment, and in the end they could not
watch it with me. A program such as that is typical of
the types of viewing parents must monitor to ensure
that they have control over what their children watch.
The supposed educational episode I watched was on
bondage. I have to say that I did not find it educational
at all. I found it sexually explicit and inappropriate for
the timeslot.
As I said, the council received a number of letters of
complaint, including some from the Country Women's
Association. The mothers of a number of councillors
were also members of that association, so the issue was
strongly taken up. Many letters to the editor of the local
newspaper complained about the sex show. The council
decided that as the show was not in the best interests of
the community it would hold a public meeting about it.
It invited all interested members of the community,
together with representatives from the churches, the
CWA and the media, to discuss the issues they had
raised. The main community complaints were that the
content of the show and the times lot were totally
inappropriate. The general opinion was that 8.30 p.m.
was far too early to put a show with that content to air.
The outcome of the meeting was positive. The show
was moved to a later timeslot, at around 10.30 p.m. The
community felt it had had a win because the new
timeslot was more appropriate. Members of the
community had let it be known that their children had
to be protected from offensive material.
Clause 8 will go a long way towards protecting children
and the community generally from exposure to
offensive material. Mr Nardella talked about
restrictions on material on public display in
supermarkets, milk bars, petrol stations and so forth.
Clause 8 will ensure that material classified as
Category 1 for sale or delivery is in sealed packages
made of plain, opaque material and that both the
packages and the publications bear the determined
markings. Such material must be sold only to people
over 18 years of age.
I am pleased to support the bill, which the community
will see as worth while and responsible. I commend the
bill to the house.
Hon. J. W. G. ROSS (Higinbotham) - It gives me
satisfaction to speak on the Classification (Publications,
Films and Computer Games) (Enforcement)
(Amendment) Bill. I acknowledge the contributions
made by my government colleagues and by
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Mr Nardella, and I thank the opposition for its support
of the bill.
The main objective of the bill is to assist law
enforcement agencies, particularly the police, by
detailing precisely the evidence required for proof
under the principal act. In the spring session of
Parliament three years ago we began the task of
determining some agreed moral standards on
pornography and gratuitous violence in light of new
and emerging technologies. Our aim was to strike an
appropriate balance between several competing rights
and responsibilities relating to information that could be
loosely described as personal entertainment.
Before moving to the specifics of the bill, I make
another point that goes to the heart of the role of
Parliament and the law in what we like to regard as a
modern and civilised society. The prima facie role of
our parliamentary system is to codify acceptable limits
of social behaviour and provide appropriate sanctions
and penalties when those limits are transgressed.
However, I happen to believe that the system goes
further than that. Rather than being focused solely on
penalties, the law has a responsibility to articulate basic
moral and ethical community values.
The law is one of the most important reflections of the
ethical principles on which our civilisation is based. In
many instances it is difficult to envisage how in society
such moral and ethical dimensions can even be judged,
let alone enforced. Mr Atkinson's contribution about
the intrusion of the Internet into everyday life was a
good example of the dilemma confronting society.
I accept a model of the work of Parliament that extends
beyond determining penalties to codifying society's
attitudes, values and beliefs. Parliament is an important
reference point for parents, teachers, politicians and
leaders of community opinion throughout society. The
standards it sets should be acknowledged, respected and
abided by without the need to resort to penalties
imposed by the law and the police.
In many ways the bill is an intensely practical adjunct
to an act that I would describe as moral legislation. No
doubt with the current march of technology and the
advent of phenomena like the World Wide Web, the
potential exists for the almost infmite availability of
every form of intellectual and bestial computer content.
At this very moment we are railing against the limits of
our ability to legislate on human values. Through the
bill we are reaching the outer regions of our ability to
enforce the law.
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The principal act dealt with values and enabled
parliamentarians to fulfil to some degree their role as
arbiters of public values. I will list some of those values
for the public record: firstly, to ensure the rights of
adults to have relatively free access to the plethora of
media information in the form of books, magazines,
video tapes and various forms of computerised personal
entertainment; secondly, to impose moral standards to
protect children from material that is likely to harm
them. Thirdly, there is a need to ensure as far as
practicable that people are not exposed to unsolicited
material that they find offensive; and finally, there is a
need to avoid the behavioural and attitudinal
consequences that can arise from the depiction of
gratuitous violence or by demeaning certain individuals
or groups within our community.
It also appears that the inability of government to
control gratuitous violence and pornography on the
Internet has already had its impact on current
classification criteria - for example, an article in the
Herald Sun of 12 June 1997 described an interactive
car-kill video game as an outrage. It states:
A new video game that glorifies hit-run car murders has been
described as sick and insensitive by road authorities and a
victim's family.
The racing car game, which awards bonus points for running
down pedestrians and running over dismembered body parts,
has angered authorities who spend tens of millions of dollars
promoting responsible driving.

The article reports further:
Carmageddon - Murder on the streets - 'trivialised' road
trauma and would add to the grief of families coming to terms
with the loss of a loved one.

But here is the rub, referred to by Mr Atkinson: demand
for the game has been enormous because of the
availability on the Internet of a similar game, which has
been receiving about 4000 hits each week. The article
also states:
TAC spokesman Ian Forsythe said he had briefly viewed the
game and found it went against everything Vicroads, the
police and the TAC had worked towards.
'It triviaIises road trauma and the suffering that people go
through and I don't believe this is a game that should be
generally available'.

I hasten to add that the style of game that is currently
available on the Internet is often heavily edited before
receiving a classification in Australia, and that presents
a real dilemma.
An article in the Herald Sun of 1 October 1997 reports
on the furore over violent games:

A violent computer game featuring a deranged man on a
killing rampage will be on sale in Melbourne by Christmas.
Players gather points as the killer 'postal guy' uses weapons,
described as 'everything a good sociopath needs', including a
shotgun and flame thrower, to kill innocent bystanders,
churchgoers and a marching band

The final obscenity is:
A player can end the game at any time by shooting himself in
the head

With the current spate of youth suicides and what has
been described to me by teachers in my electorate as a
Russian roulette mentality among students, the
implications are clear.
Violent pornography was also cited as a hidden factor
behind mass murders in News Weekly of 18 May 1996,
where an article focused on the media frenzy following
the Port Arthur massacre. It states:
Barely mentioned, however, is the role which violent
pornography played in the tragedy, although just enough has
been published to indicate that Martin Bryant -like previous
serial killers in Australia - had fed himself on a steady diet
of violent pornography ... Several serial killers, including
Wade Frankum in Sydney, Julian Knight and Frank Vitkovic
in Melbourne, had all fed on a steady diet of violent
pornography before committing their crimes.
Other cases have had similar tragic consequences. A
Victorian Supreme Court judge, Justice Jane Mathews, found
that the mmder suspense film Nightrrulre at Shadow Woods
had triggered the senseless killing of a woman in front of her
two children in 1990.

Or Don Thomson described the sociopathic antecedents
to various forms of mass murder; and the same
conclusion was reached in 1988 by Richard Read, a
Crown prosecutor, in a paper delivered to the
Australian Children's Television Action Committee.
Mr Read states:
My experience over many years as a Prosecutor for the Queen
has left no doubt in my mind that constant exposure to violent
or explicit sexual material, whether on television or in
magazines, will not only harm the mental development of
young minds, but in some cases, it will be the trigger factor
which leads a young person to commit a crime of violence or
sexual violence.

If one adds to that the intimacy implied by the
interactivity of some computer games, one sees the
compulsion for Parliament to act in this regard I
suggest honourable members are dealing with some of
the most serious problems that have confronted our
country this century. Law enforcement is a problem,
and that is what this bill is all about. It attempts, in a
very practical way, to address the problem of
enforcement and the nature of physical evidence.
Unfortunately, Victoria has the reputation of having a
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flourishing pornographic industry. It is well known that
in the past there have been instances of the police being
aware of offences but not having the statutory
wherewithal to bring offenders before the courts. The
bill will go some way towards addressing those
problems.
My colleagues have adequately described the fine detail
and the specifics of the penalties provided in the bill.
This is tough legislation and in some ways it is
symptomatic of the failure of traditional methods to
deal with complex moral and ethical issues.
Nevertheless, faced with that dilemma, the government
has provided significant penalties that are clearly
intended to provide the strongest statement of
leadership as well as a significant deterrent. I have great
pleasure in commending the bill to the house.

Hon. D. McL. DAVIS (East Yarra) - I note the
support for the Classification (Publications, Films and
Computer Games) (Enforcement) (Amendment) Bill
from both sides of the house. I also note that aspects of
the bill have been covered in considerable detail. I
respect Dr Ross' s knowledge in this area and his
understanding of the impact of a number of these types
of videos and other electronic presentations. I also note
the contribution to the debate ofMr Atkinson and his
discussion of the technological changes in this area.
This is a difficult topic with which the community must
deal. It is also difficult, not so much in terms of the
videos that have been discussed, but more in terms of
the technological changes that are occurring and the
technology convergence already referred to by
Mr Atkinson.
My colleague Jeanette Powell, Mr Nguyen and
Mrs Hogg share with me membership on the
parliamentary Family and Community Development
Committee. It has a current reference to examine the
impact of multimedia on children and families in
Victoria. The hearings and the material that has been
put before the committee have impressed all of us and
left us deeply affected and very aware of some of these
areas and the fact that the community will need to deal
with them as technological and other changes take
place.
I have also been impressed with what I have heard from
my electorate. I have undertaken some consultation
with parts of my electorate via the committee's
discussion paper and a reference group I have in my
electorate to provide me with broad community input.
That group, chaired by Dr Anona Armstrong, has
provided valuable input in this area.
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It is becoming increasingly difficult to police the
technological changes in these areas and to make
community values and views effective, and that will
become more difficult with the convergence of
technologies, as the material provided on video
becomes more widely available on the Internet and
other electronic methods of delivery, including satellites
and the impact of digitisation on broadcasting and other
methods of electronic delivery are realised. Although
these are very difficult issues to handle and to legislate
for, Dr Ross's point is absolutely correct. There is
something the government can do.
I have been impressed by evidence given by witnesses
appearing before the Family and Community
Development Committee about the need to ensure that
positive material is available to all sections of the
community, particularly children and families. There is
also a need to ensure that helpful and constructive
advice is available to families so that they can
undertake some control in decision making and
gatekeeping of their own accord. It is important that
positive material is available to parents so that the
values of society can be affirmed and they can make
choices with which they can feel comfortable. I believe
we often allow ourselves to be captive to what is put
before us. The community must ensure that it has
positive material available that is both instructive and
helpful. I commend the bill to the house.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.

Third reading

Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - By
leave, I move:
That this bill be now read a third time.

I thank all honourable members who have contributed
to the debate. It is fair to say they were all good
contributions. They were certainly informed and led to
a better understanding of the need and reason for the
legislation.
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.

Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.
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MacKILLOP FAMILY SERVICES BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 7 October; motion of
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health).

The ACTING PRESIDENT
(Hon. B. W. Bishop) - Order! I have had the
opportunity of examining the bill and in my opinion it
is a private bill.
Hon. R. I. KNO\VLES (Minister for Health) - I
move:
That this bill be dealt with as a public bill.

Motion agreed to.

Hon. M. M. GOULD (Doutta Galla) - The
MacKillop Family Services Bill is enabling legislation.
In July last year three Catholic organisations were
incorporated to form MacKillop Family Services. The
bill allows for any bequests or amounts of money left
through wills or trust deeds to organisations under those
three religious groups to go to the new organisation,
MacKillop Family Services. The schedule on the last
page of the bill sets out the seven agencies under the
three congregations that were incorporated at that time.
The origins of the seven different agencies date back
more than 150 years.
During the course of my research into the bill, I spoke
to the CEO ofMacKillop Family Services, Mr Paul
Linossier. He forwarded to me a history which I will
refer to so that honourable members can follow the
reason for the introduction of the bill. There were seven
services under the auspices of three Catholic orders namely, the Christian Brothers, the Sisters of Mercy
and the Sisters ofSt Joseph. The seven agencies include
St Augustine's, which was originally established in
1857 in Queens Road, Newtown. In 1859 the Sisters of
Mercy arrived to care for the girls. The St Augustine's
organisation looked after young girls, and in 1862 the
Sisters of Mercy founded a separate institution for girls.
In 1878 the Christian Brothers took over St Augustine's
otphanage. In 1939 St Augustine's moved to Highton
and in 1988 to Whittington. In 1995 the Christian
Brothers Child, Youth and Family Services was
formed. In 1997, under this new incorporation, it
became part ofMacKillop Family Services.
There is a long history attached to each of the seven
services which I will not go into, but I will cite the other
organisations. St Vincent's of South Melbourne, which
was originally established by the St Vincent de Paul
Society, commenced with six children in Prahran. The
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Mercy Family Care Centre was established by the
Sisters of Mercy, who arrived in Geelong to care for the
St Augustine's schools. In 1887 St Joseph's Receiving
Home was established in Carlton. The St Joseph's
Foundling Home in Broadmeadows was established in
1901. St Anthony's ofKew was established in 1922.
St Joseph' s in Surrey Hills was established in 1890 by
the local parishioners of St Peter and Paul Church. In
1854 St Vincent's Black Rock established an
organisation to care for orphans in Prahran.
Even though there were seven organisations - and I
referred to more than seven - in 1995 St Augustine's,
St Joseph's and St Vincent's, which were all run by the
Christian Brothers, formed one organisation called the
Christian Brothers Child, Youth and Family Services
which is overseen by the Christian Brothers. There
were also the two agencies for the Sisters of Mercy and
the Sisters ofSt Joseph. The congregations of the three
orders formed an amalgamation transition committee
which was all part of the decision to bring these three
orders under the one roof. Today they form the
MacKillop Family Services.
The agencies currently employ more than 277 staff.
including 128 full-time staff and a large number of'
part-time and casual staff. The organisation is also
serviced by a large number of volunteers drawn from
the communities of the various three Catholic orders
that formed MacKillop Family Services.
The funding goes to more than 100 different types of
services across Victoria Some 75 per cent comes from
the government and 25 per cent from donations and
bequests. The bill will enable those bequests to be
made. It has been difficult to identify some of the
services because, over time, services have been
amalgamated. MacKillop Family Services was formed
on 1 July when the incotpOration came into being. The
bill ~ll en~le bequests to be forwarded to MacKillop
FamIly ServIces and those bequests will, so far as
possible, be distributed in the manner intended. In
1994-95 the services spent more than $8.3 million; in
1995-96 more than $10 million; and in 1997-98,
$11.2 million. This fmancial year it is expected to be in
the order of$12 million. In March 1996 when the
decision was made to establish MacKillop Family
Services it indicated clearly that the putpOse was that:
Under the governance of the three religious congregations,
the new organisation will be a collaborative outreach.,
providing greater flexibility and range of services, ongoing
~ch and more powerful advocacy for disadvantaged
children, young people and their families.

Last year the house debated the Anglican Welfare
Agency Bill, which represented the amalgamation of a
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number of services. The opposition expressed concern
about big being beautiful and the best way to go. The
MacKillop report found that the amalgamation of three
congregations to form MacKillop Family Services
would ensure that the philosophy and strengths of the
past and the present would continue into the future
through the mission and values of the new organisation.
However, the report also says that the reason behind the
amalgamation is the need to have the strength of a
larger organisation to cope with funding cuts. Catholic
child welfare in Victoria 1841-1997 says the following
about policy issues:
Severe reductions in govenunent funding to welfare agencies
in the 19805 and particularly the 1990s, sparked an
unprecedented period of reports, reviews and evaluations of
existing programs. Additionally, Catholic religious orders, as
a result of declining numbers and ageing membership, were
inviting an increasing number oflay people to head up their
various ministries. In 1991 the Catholic Child and Family
Welfare group began consideration of the future of Catholic
child welfare services ... This process led to the decision in
1995 to amalgamate the services ., .

Because of the funding cuts mentioned in this place and
another place which led to restructuring in youth and
family services, a number of organisations - namely,
the Barwon Family Resource Centre, the Geelong Rape
Crisis Centre and other agencies in Geelong, including
Mallee Family Care - expressed concern about the
impact in country areas. The Eastern Domestic
Violence Outreach Service and other agencies in the
Maroondah area have expressed concern about funding
cuts. A number of other welfare organisations,
including Melbourne City Mission, Good Shepherd
Youth and Family Services and the People Together
project have also expressed concern. Insufficient funds
are available to support those outreach organisations
that provide services far more cheaply than the
government could provide. They have a large number
of volunteers on whom they can call because of the
networks they operate.
The chief executive officer ofMacKillop Family
Services indicated when the bill was introduced that
there were a number of incidences of former clients
being concerned about abuse. The chief executive
officer has advised that MacKillop Family Services has
established from its own funds - not from government
funds - a service to provide former clients with access
to files, counselling and advocacy services. Three
groups, the Sisters ofSt Joseph, the Sisters of Mercy
and the Christian Brothers, are still responsible for
anything that may have taken place prior to 1 July last
year, when the services came under the auspices of
MacKillop Family Services.

The bill provides that bequests to the former seven
organisations be forwarded to MacKillop Family
Services. However, former clients are still able to
express concern about those organisations. For the
benefit of the community the bilI allows for the pooling
of funds rather than managing myriad separate funds.
Although the opposition does not oppose the bill it
acknowledges that clients will still have the opportunity
to address their concerns. The bill allows for the
pooling of resources. Because of funding cuts even the
Catholic churches are going do\W the big-is-beautiful
road and merging services. The legislation will allow
for legal action to be taken so that bequests will become
easier to pool. The opposition supports the bill.

Hon. M. T. LUCKINS (Waverley) - I am pleased
that the opposition supports the bill. On 28 April 1997,
following the amalgamation oftbree Catholic
congregations, MacKillop Family Services Ltd was
formed and was incorporated under the Corporations
Law of Victoria The three congregations, as
Miss Gould mentioned, are the Christian Brothers, the
Sisters of Mercy and the Sisters of St Joseph, also
known as the Brown Joeys. The three agencies worked
together through their mutual conviction that, according
to the second-reading speech:
the biblical idea of justice continually challenges Christians to
respond to the poor and those in need;
the congregations should respond to the needs of the poor and
disadvantaged with renewed energy, informed and
strengthened by good research, policy development and
advocacy ...

I note that the opposition, prior to the amalgamation of
the three bodies, raised a concern about the
organisation's capacity to deliver. Obviously the three
congregations decided that the amalgamation would
give them the opportunity for better policy development
and advocacy ability. The third reason they
amalgamated was that they believed:
the church, in the Catholic tradition, should continue to be a
disturbing, prophetic voice in today's society.

MacKillop Family Services Ltd comprises seven
agencies, including the Mercy Family Care Centre in
North Geelong, which provides care for the girls,
children and families of Geelong; St Anthony's Family
Service at Footscray, conducted under the auspices of
the Sisters of St Joseph, which cares for and educates
children in Kew and Footscray, and St Augustine's
Adolescent and Family Services at Geelong, which is
operated by the Christian Brothers and the Sisters of
Mercy.

MacKlLLOP F AMIL Y SERVICES BILL
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The remaining four of the seven merging organisations
are St Joseph's Babies and Family Services in Glenroy,
which looks after pregnant women at Broadmeadows,
Carlton and Fitzroy; St Joseph's Homes for Children,
Flemington, which is run by the Christian Brothers; the
St Vincent's Boys Home in South Melbourne, which
provides care and education for boys and girls; and
St Vincent de Paul Child and Family Services at Black
Rock, which is auspiced by the Sisters of Mercy.
Those combined agencies currently provide assistance
to more than 2000 clients a year, particularly families,
children and pregnant women in need. MacKillop
Family Services estimates that the cost of its provision
of services to those clients this year will exceed
$12 million. It employs about 300 professional and
support staff, in addition to being assisted by hundreds
of volunteers. Without the commitment of so many
volunteers charitable organisations like MacKillop
Family Services Ltd would have a limited capacity to
deliver on their obligations and would have their
services severely curtailed.
The St Vincent de Paul Society, with which my family
has had a long association, is one of the organisations to
combine into MacKillop Family Services. Its literature
calling for volunteers says that in doing something to
help others, you also help yourself. Volunteering is a
tremendous Australian institution. An incalculable
number of Australians give freely of their time and use
their skills to assist those less fortunate than themselves
and work tirelessly for the betterment of society as a
whole. These people derive personal satisfaction from
helping others.
Many Australians are so committed to the principles of
social obligation that they choose to make provision for
the continual support of families through bequests.
Many of the agencies that have combined to form
MacKillop Family Services have operated for more
than a century and have changed their locations,
services and names over the years. This has led to
difficulties in establishing succession for some
bequests, donations and trusts.
Late last year representatives from MacKillop
approached the Minister for Youth and Community
Services in the other place to seek his support to ensure
the continuation of bequests to MacKillop-affiliated
agencies. Problems have arisen in establishing the
newly formed MacKillop Family Services as the
appropriate beneficiary of some of the bequests made in
wills some time ago to an old service which no longer
exists but whose history can be traced to the newly
formed MacKillop Family Services. The service has
been seeking confirmation of the legitimacy of the flow

of money from bequests through the courts on a
case-by-case basis.
Clause 5 of the bill establishes a statutory scheme
which means that charitable gifts do not fail because the
institute named in a bequest no longer exists. The
institution's successor, which in this case is MacKillop
Family Services, is deemed to be conducting similar
services and to be committed to the same purposes as
its predecessor - that is, the provision of services to
children, families and the young.
As mentioned by the opposition, the bill is similar to
the Anglican Welfare Agency Bill that was passed by
the house last year, but only in relation to bequests
because, as I said earlier, MacKillop Family Services
Ltd is incorporated in Victoria whereas Anglicare has
not been incorporated.
MacKillop has consulted with the three
congregations - the Christian Brothers, the Sisters of
Mercy and the Sisters of St Joseph - to ensure they are
happy with all aspects of the bill which, according to its
outline, provides for:
... the vesting in MacKillop of certain property given for
charitable purposes '"

and
. " that certain gifts and trusts for charitable purposes do not
fail but have effect as if made or declared to or in favour of
MacKillop; and
to enable MacKillop to establish investment pools for the
collective investment of trust funds fOT charitable purposes.

The opposition raised concerns about the liabilities of
the organisations that have now formed MacKillop. My
advice is that the bill will not affect any liability of the
congregations in relation to any claims made against
them as a result of alleged past physical or sexual abuse
cases. MacKillop has not inherited debts, liabilities,
claims or obligations resulting from operations prior to
amalgamation on 1 July 1997.
As Miss Gould mentioned, MacKillop Family Services
Ltd was established with its own funding, not
government funding. It provides assistance and an
information service to enable former clients to access
for example, their records for adoption or parental '
purposes, or whatever. I commend the bill to the house.
Hon. S. M. NGUYEN (Melbourne West) - The
MacKillop Family Services Bill represents the
Victorian government's response to the amalgamation
in April 1997 of a range of community-based family
services previously provided by several Catholic
orders - that is, the Christian Brothers, the Sisters of
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Mercy and the Sisters of St Joseph. Those services are
provided through a number of agencies spread across
Melbourne and are targeted at assisting families and
young people at risk of marginalisation.

In many respects the work carried out by the MacKillop
Family Services and associated organisations carry on
the legacy of people like Sister Mary MacKillop whose
life was dedicated to the service of families and, in
particular, children in need. Their work is an expression
of the values of justice and compassionate service that
we should look to proliferate in our society.
The bill provides for the establishment of a new legal
apparatus to govern property and financial concerns
under which MacKillop Family Services can operate as
a new organisation and effectively discharge its
charitable works. The amalgamation of services under
the umbrella of MacKillop Family Services will
provide obvious organisational benefits, including the
benefit from economics of scale in purchasing goods
and services, and improved coordination of service
provision across the range of services offered through
MacKillop.
The organisation also has as part of its charter a
proactive component in providing useful research on
child and youth-related social problems. The
amalgamation will assist in expanding the capacity of
MacKillop to let us know what services are needed in
our community. As part of Victoria's non-government
organisational sector, MacKillop Family Services
provides an important role in channelling community
benevolent moneys into worthwhile causes.
MacKillop also plays an important role in coordinating
over 350 volunteer workers. Organisations like
MacKillop provide an important means through which
people committed to volunteer community service can
develop and practise their skills for the benefit of our
community.
MacKillop Family Services is presently operating in
my electorate through its new offices in Paisley Street,
Footscray, and also through St Anthony's Family
Services, which has been based in Footscray for some
years. St Anthony's provides family counselling and
social work for families encountering problems. This
includes substance abuse family support, effective
parenting workshops and intensive assistance to
families who have children with disabilities to assist
them in developing skills that will enable them to
integrate into society. St Anthony's also provides a
specialised Vietnamese parenting group service. In
1998 approximately 180 families will be assisted by
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St Anthony's and the number is expected to increase to
about 240 families by the year 2000.
I take this opportunity to commend St Anthony's and
MacKillop Family Services generally on the fine work
they undertake with families and children in the
western region. It is my hope that this bill in its present
form adequately addresses the specific need of
MacKillop Family Services to rationalise the assets and
bequests associated with the new organisation. I wish
MacKillop Family Services the best of luck in its
humane endeavours and I commend the bill to the
house.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.

Third reading
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) leave, I move:

By

That this bill be now read a third time.

I thank all honourable members for their contributions
to the debate.
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.

Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.

BUILDING (PLUMBING) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 7 October; motion of
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance).
Hon. PAT POWER (Jika Jika) - The Building
(plumbing) Bill is a significant piece of legislation,
which the opposition will oppose. It has examined the
bill in great detail and has consulted with a number of
organisations and interest groups.
The purpose of the bill is to amend the Building Act to
replace the Plumbing Industry Board with the Plumbing
Industry Commission, establish a Plumbing Industry
Advisory Council, regulate refrigeration mechanics and
generally improve the operation of part 12A of the act.

In 1996 the Building Act was amended to introduce a
new part 12A which established the Plumbing Industry
Board. This board assumed the licensing function of the
Plumbing Gasfitters and Drainers Registration Board
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and took over responsibility for technical plumbing
regulations from water authorities. The measure was
introduced to facilitate water and gas reforms and to
ensure maintenance of appropriate levels of consumer
protection and public health and safety as they relate to
plumbing work.
The new arrangements involve the replacement of the
old costly system of full inspection by a system of
self-certification of work. The level of inspection and
audit has been reduced from 100 per cent to 5 per cent
in many cases. The Plumbing Industry Board is an
eight-member board comprising a chairperson with
substantial industry expertise, various industry
representatives and representatives of the ministers for
agriculture and resources, education, planning and local
government, and the Treasurer.
The Plumbing Industry Commission will consist of a
single commissioner who will have the responsibility of
registration, licensing, discipline and enforcement. A
Plumbing Industry Advisory Council is to be
established with wide industry representation and
expertise.
The opposition is concemed about two provisions in the
bill. Clause 3 will insert proposed section 221ZZR,
which provides for the establishment of the new
Plumbing Industry Commission, and proposed
section 221ZZXA, which provides for the
establishment of the Plumbing Industry Advisory
Council.
The opposition is unable to support the legislation. It
acknowledges that there is some merit in certain aspects
of the bill, but those aspects are part of an overall
package at the centre of which is the abolition of the
Plumbing Industry Board The opposition believes that
will be a disaster for the industry. As I said, the
Plumbing Industry Board will be replaced with a
Plumbing Industry Commission, which will consist of a
single commissioner who will take responsibility for
registration, licensing, discipline and enforcement.
The members of the Plumbing Industry Board have a
great deal of expertise, and they have played an
extremely important role. The board comprises a
chairman and chief executive officer, representatives
from the Barwon Regional Water Authority, the
Building Control Commission and the Office of
Training and Further Education, the director of the
Office of Gas Safety, the executive director of the
Master Plumbers and Mechanical Services Association
of Australia, a hydraulic engineer from Connell
Wagner - a major engineering company - and,
sensibly, the national secretary of the plumbing division
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of the communications electrical plumbing union
(CEPU).
The opposition is unconvinced that abolishing a board
with such broad expertise and experience is a step
forward, especially when it is proposed to replace it
with a commission made up of a single commissioner.
We acknowledge that an advisory board will be
established, but it is important to understand that it will
be just that and will not have the authority and capacity
the Plumbing Industry Board currently has.
The proposed legislation requires that a builder see the
plumbing certificate for plumbing work before he or
she issues an occupancy certificate for the site on which
the work has been carried out. The legislation will bring
refrigeration mechanics under the jurisdiction of the
plumbing and building industry. It is proposed to
introduce a system of photo identification for plumbers
for the protection of consumers, and everybody would
acknowledge that as desirable. The bill clarifies the
instances in which one plumber can certify works
begun or completed by another member of the trade
when the latter is incapacitated The opposition
acknowledges that that is sensible.
Plumbers will be obliged to pass on to owners
certificates of compliance for completed work. The
legislation requires plumbers to be present at random
inspections and audits of their plumbing work.
Plumbers will be obliged to give consumers
documentation of their business and insurance details,
which is also desirable. The bill contains provisions
relating to infringement notices and penalties for
noncompliance.
At the outset I said the opposition acknowledges that
the legislation has some merit, and I have indicated
which aspects of the bill we consider meritorious. But
at the end of the day we are concerned that an industry
board with members as qualified and as experienced as
I have described is to be made redundant. Of course,
redundancy is something that comes naturally to the
government.
The opposition has been contacted by a number of
plumbers who are unhappy about the matters I have
raised. Industry experts have also expressed concern
about some of the amendments in the bill. Members of
the plumbing division of the CEPU believe that the
abolition of the Plumbing Industry Board and the
creation of a Plumbing Industry Advisory Council will
remove their voice from the industry. That is a
reasonable fear, and the minister should address it in his
response. Currently the Plumbing Industry Board
guarantees access to and can deliver advice and
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recommendations on issues affecting the plumbing
industry. The opposition shares the concern expressed
by industry experts and the plumbing division of the
CEPU that that guaranteed access and that source of
advice and recommendation are under threat.
Industry representatives will no longer have the
capacity to make decisions. Instead, they will be able
only to advise the commissioner, who will advise the
minister. Our experience of the model for building
control illustrates our concern. The minister has ignored
the various recommendations of the Building Advisory
Council, despite the problems that continue to arise
with building controls. If the bill is intended to
strengthen the hand of the minister and to create a
circumstance in which a minister receives only advice
on which he is not required to act, the bill will be
successful. In that sense, it is consistent with a wide
range of legislation the government has introduced.
The opposition rejects the bill on the basis that it
interferes with and circumvents a successful process
that has ensured that appropriately qualified industry
representatives who are recognised across the sector
can be members of a board that gives advice that
government acknowledges, accepts and acts on. The
comment made to the opposition about the Building
Advisory Council being an example of the
unsatisfactory consequences of the bill is worth
considering.
In the view of the opposition and many people in the
building sector the proposed structural changes have the
potential to destroy the principle of having an
independent, self-funded industry board that acts in the
interests of consumers, protects public health and
safety, and maintains the highest possible plumbing
standards. The opposition is also concerned about the
haste in dealing with the bill. Given the important role
of the Plumbing Industry Board, why is the legislation
being pushed through Parliament as quickly as it is?
I conclude by again acknowledging that some aspects
of the bill have merit and will create better
circumstances for consumers. But the opposition is
unable to support legislation that does away with
accepted processes and will do to plumbing what the
former Building Advisory Council did to building. The
opposition believes the minister should be required to
act on the advice and recommendations given to him by
an appropriately qualified board It rejects any move to
make the board redundant and create a new structure,
the advice of which the minister will be able to consider
but not be required to act on.

Hon. K. M.. SMITH (South Eastern) - I support
the Building (plumbing) Bill because it improves the
principal legislation, which was introduced
approximately 18 months ago. All good legislation, like
good wine, improves with age. Changes that make
good legislation even better must be supported.
The bill will replace the current board with a
one-person commission. The government is also
considering setting up a plumbing advisory board to
give advice to the commissioner. That is a good idea
because it will create a suitable gap between the
commissioner and the people giving advice. The
representatives of the plumbing union told Mr Power
that they felt they would not be properly represented on
the proposed board Currently they have one
representative on the eight-member Plumbing Industry
Board The government will put 3 employer union
representatives and 3 employee union representatives
on a board of 14.
Hon. Pat Power -

You are getting soft.

Hon. K. M. SMITH - We probably are.
Hon. Pat Power - You are losing your nerve.
Hon. K. M. SMITH - IfI had received quality
advice I would not have any! The truth of the matter is
that we are dealing with an industry in which employers
and employees have to work together to achieve the
highest possible standards because they are there to
protect people's health. The new 14-member board will
have representatives from the water and gas industries,
education and consumer affairs, someone nominated by
the minister, 3 employee representatives, 3 employer
representatives, the plumbing commissioner and the
building commissioner. That is fairer union
representation than presently exists, Mr Power. I would
like you to report back to your friends in the plumbing
union that the government believes they are being
adequately looked after.
Hon. Pat Power shafted!

They reckon they have been

Hon. K. M. SMITH - I wish I was able to say they
were, but I cannot because we are doing the right thing
by them. The truth of the matter is that we are trying to
give plumbing consumers around Victoria the best
possible protection and the best possible tradespeople.
Hon. Pat Power - Will this demonstrably improve
plumbing works in Flowerdale?
Hon. K. M. SMITH - I will talk briefly about that.
I was a plumbing contractor for some 25 years and all
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our work was checked. Whatever we did, inspectors
had to come out and issue certificates of approval. We
had to book for tests, and we had to appear whenever
they were carried out. None of that takes place now. A
certificate has to be lodged when work is about to
commence, and currently that can be phoned in to the
board. That practice will continue under the new
commission.
Under the present regulatory regime 5 per cent of all
plumbing jobs are audited. That means inspectors drop
in to check jobs and ensure that the work is of the best
possible standard Plumbers also have to issue
certificates of compliance, which means they take full
responsibility for the work they have carried out. When
I was a plumbing contractor the responsibility rested on
the shoulders of the inspectors who came out to inspect
the work. If work that had been approved by an
inspector turned out to be faulty, the plumber was able
to say, 'You approved it, not me!'. The bill proposes
that plumbers will have to accept responsibility for the
work they do. Building surveyors, particularly those
involved with new houses and major extension works,
will have to sight plumbers' certificates of compliance
before issuing certificates of occupancy. That is an
advance on the current situation, where occupiers are
entering premises before work is completed.
The emphasis will be on work being completed before
compliance certificates are issued The bill will give
consumers confidence because they will know that
plumbers are licensed to do the work. Plumbers'
workmanship will be covered by a 10-year guarantee,
which Mr Power will be pleased to see. Consumers will
have guarantees on labour as well manufacturers'
guarantees on materials.
The bill also removes the exemption for refrigeration
mechanics. Previously, refrigeration works did not fall
into any category so they were able to be carried out by
unlicensed plumbers. The bill proposes that
refrigeration works must be done by licensed plurnbers,
because that work is an important aspect of many
airconditioning systems, particularly cooling towers
with water connections, where legionnaire's disease can
occur.
Insurance cover for plumbers will be compulsory, and
that was organised some time ago by the original board
However, the Master Plumbers Association instigated
the guaranteeing of work and the provision of insurance
cover.
In the 18 months since the board was established, faults
with installations have dropped from 30 per cent to
7 per cent. Plumbers are having their work inspected on

the basis that an inspector could possibly drop in, so it
has to be right. The drop in the number of instances of
faulty work is a great achievement.
Since the new board was established 10 000 plumbers
have been retrained and licensed to carry out gasfitting
work. When the 10 000 were first tested, 16 per cent
could not successfully complete the work. They have
now been retested and licensed. Sixteen per cent of
10 000 is an awful lot of plumbers!

Hon. Pat Power - How many is it?
HoD. K. M. SMITH - It is an awful lot of awful
plumbers! I am not into doing quick mathematics
tonight. The board has also brought the private sector
and the plumbing contractors together. Companies like
Rionai, Southcorp and RMC have been carrying out
free training around Victoria in how to work on their
appliances. It is not just a matter of their saying, 'We
are having a training night in Melbourne. Come down if
you want to'. A caravan has been set up and the
plumbing board has been sending an inspector out with
the mechanic representatives from the companies to
show the plumbers in country Victoria as well as the
city just how to work on these new appliances.
Free training is also being conducted - I am sorry the
Minister for Small Business is not here - with Small
Business Victoria to assist plumbers in setting up their
bus~esses and learning how to run plumbing
busmesses properly. Often plumbers are in the same
position as many small business people. Their aim is to
survive in business, not so much to run the business
properly. With the backing of Business Victoria and the
plumbing board plumbers will be able to manage their
businesses properly, thus continuing to generate income
and employ people, and that is important.
Over the period the plumbing industry has had
compulsory insurance the fees have dropped some
10 per cent, which means there has been an
improvement. The insurance industry has not received
as many claims as it expected for the works that have
been done. Honourable members should remember that
this insurance is unlimited for claims relating to the
repair of faulty work.
The current Plumbing Industry Board has also provided
a telephone voice response service for people wanting
to book in for tests or notify the board of their intention
to carry out plumbing work. In fact, some 30 per cent of
the telephone calls received by that service are received
after normal working hours. That demonstrates that the
board is responding to industry needs.
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What is happening is good. The board is now requiring
plumbers to have licences with photographs on them.
When plumbers go to clients' houses they have to
identify themselves and the company they work for,
which may be their own or somebody else's. They must
also provide a card showing their name, address and
licence number - it could even be a business card that they must hand to the clients when they come to
the door. That gives clients some confidence that they
are dealing with professionals; they will know all about
the person who has come to work in their home. That is
important for people to understand. The plumbers must
also provide clients with an explanation of the
unlimited nature of the insurance on jobs worth more
than $500 and tell them that any gas work requires a
certificate of compliance.
The government is just tweaking up - in can put it
that way - very good legislation that has been in place.
It is changing the board to a commission and making it
more professional. It will have more experts on it, so it
will be able to offer expertise to the commissioner, and
that will give the public some confidence when dealing
with the plumbing industry.
Unlike Mr Power and some of his mates from the
plumbing union, I totally support the bill. Having had
some 20 years experience as a plumbing contractor out
in the field I believe the plumbing industry has great
confidence that this will be far better legislation than
that introduced 18 months ago - and it was excellent
legislation then. I totally support the bill.
House divided on motion:

Ayes, 30
Asher, Ms
Ashman, Mr
Atkinson, Mr
Baxter,Mr
Best,Mr
Birrell, Mr
Boardman, Mr (Teller)
Bowden, Mr
Brideson, Mr
Cover, Mr (Teller)
Craige, Mr
Davis, Mr D. McL.
Davis, MrP. R
Forwood, Mr
Furietti,Mr
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Hall, Mr
Hallam, Mr
Hartigan, Mr
Katsambanis, Mr
Knowles, Mr
Lucas, Mr
Powell,Mrs
Ross, Dr
Smith, Mr
Smith, Ms
Stoney,Mr
Strong, Mr
Vany, Mrs
Wells,Dr
Wilding, Mrs

Pairs
Bishop, Mr
de Fegely, Mr

Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Committed.

Committee
Clauses I to 3 agreed to.
Clause 4

Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) move:
I.

Clause 4, omit "(a)" and insert "(aa)".

2.

Clause 4, line 9, omit "Caa)" and insert '"Cab)".

Power, Mr
Pullen, Mr (Tel/er)
Theophanous, Mr
Walpole, Mr

I

I give a commitment to the committee that the
amendments are simply to overcome typographical
errors.
HOD. PAT POWER (Jika Jika) - On behalf of the
opposition I accept the unusual circumstances in which
these amendments come forward and acknowledge that
they simply correct typographical errors.

Amendments agreed to; amended clause agreed to;
clauses 5 to 16 agreed to.
Clause 17

Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) move:
3.

I

Clause 17, page 20, line 19, omit "(5)" and insert '"(4)".

I again give the committee a commitment that the
amendment is to overcome a typographical error.
Amendment agreed to; amended clause agreed to; clauses
18 to 20 agreed to.
Reported to house with amendments.

Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.

Noes, 8
Gould, Miss (Teller)
Hogg,Mrs
McLean,Mrs
Nguyen,Mr

Nardella, Mr
Eren, Mr

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Adjournment
HOD. R.

move:

I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - I
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reverse applies. I am happy for the Victorian Workcover
Authority to stand on its record of safety across the state.

That the Council, at its rising, adjourn until Tuesday,
27 October.

The following day, Wednesday, 7 October, on the
adjournment debate reported in Hansard at page 99,
Mr Theophanous raised a matter headed 'Workcover:
Traralgon office':

Motion agreed to.

ADJOURNMENT
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) move:

I

That the house do now adjourn.

Hospitals: redundancy payments
Hon. C. J. HOGG (Melbourne North) - I refer the
Minister for Health to a matter of concern to certain
employees in country hospitals. What is the rationale
for targeted redundancy payments being $5000 lower
for an employee over 55 years and $10 000 lower for a
younger employee, compared with targeted redundancy
payments made in similar circumstances over the past
two years? I am sure the minister is aware of examples
at the Maldon Hospital of those lower payments for
employees over 55 which have caused distress to the
people involved. I ask the minister to explain this
change in the calculation of targeted redundancies.

Members: misleading statements
Hon. BILL FORWOOD (Templestowe)Mr President, on 6 September 1994 you distributed to
the house a statement headed 'Misleading statements'.
The third paragraph of that statement reads:
As May (21 st edition page 119) indicates, the making of a
deliberately misleading statement may be treated as a
contempt. Such an abuse is compounded if it involves the
deliberate misrepresentation of the language of another
member.

The words that are important are 'deliberately' and
'misleading'. On 6 October Mr Theophanous asked the
minister responsible for Workcover a question, which is
reported on page 3 of Hansard, about Workcover and
the Sale office, to which the minister replied:
At the same time, the hours of the office at Traralgon were
extended.

The following day - Hon. T. C. Theopbanous stop there. Finish the quote!

Keep quoting. Don't

Hon. BILL FORWOOD - I am invited to finish
the quote. The minister is reported as stating:
At the same time, the hours of the office at Traralgon were
extended. As a result of the decision taken about the Sale
office, no safety standard has been put at risk - in fact, the
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I refer the minister to his statement to the house yesterday that
the resources at the Trara\gon office of the Victorian
Workcover Authority had been increased to compensate for
the closure of the VW A Sale office.

That is in direct contradiction to what the minister said,
which I again quote:
At the same time, the hours of the office at Trara\gon were
extended.

It seems that this falls within May's ruling about the
making of a deliberate and misleading statement.
Mr President, I ask you to take the appropriate action.

Food:geneticengjneertng
HoD. JEAN McLEAN (Melbourne West) - I
bring to the attention of the Minister for Health my
continuing concern about genetically engineered food.
Monsanto Ready soya beans have been in Australian
food now for almost two years without any assessment
or monitoring. Other imported foods may be
engineered also, with 30 crops grown in the USA being
imported here, yet no general labelling of engineered
food is planned. New scientific evidence reveals the
potential for major health impacts on the immune
system. There is now new evidence that
herbicide-tolerant superweeds can pass their genes
down to future generations creating major
environmental management problems.
The recently completed United Kingdom experiments
show that genetically engineered food can stunt the
growth of rats and damage their immune systems,
prompting more concerns about the effect on humans.
In the experiment rats were fed modified potatoes for
100 days. Professor Arpad Puztai said that he would not
eat genetically modified food. Genetically modified
food has been removed from the menu of the House of
Commons. Will the minister inform the house whether
he intends to recommend similar action in the Victorian
parliamentary dining room?

Nunawad.ing: retail development
HoD. B. N. ATKINSON (Koonung) - I raise a
matter with the Minister for Roads and Ports. The
minister met with Whitehorse council representatives
last Monday on a state cabinet visit to the City of
Whitehorse. I understand that at the meeting the
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minister discussed a range of traffic issues with the
council. The minister may be surprised to learn about a
retail development at 286 Whitehorse Road,
Nunawading, which received planning approval from
the City of Whitehorse in February this year.
The centre, which has some 7200 square metres floor
space, is a factory outlet complex of 40 to 50 brand
retailers. It is in the furniture strip along Whitehorse
Road. In my view the centre will cause significant
traffic and parking problems in the area and could
potentially have an impact on the safety of Whitehorse
Road. The planning permit was issued under delegation
by council officers and has not been generally subject
to public knowledge until the past week. Because the
application was dealt with under delegation and at in
camera meetings of the Whitehorse council, I have
been unable to determine whether traffic issues
associated with this development have been examined.
I would be particularly concerned, as would Whitehorse
Road users, if the council has any plans for traffic lights
to control traffic movements associated with the
proposed development. There are already seven sets of
traffic lights on the 3.5 kilometre strip between Surrey
and Mitcham roads. The strip already has traffic and
parking problems.
What discussions did the Whitehorse council have with
Vicroads about the development proposal at
286 Whitehorse Road prior to the issue of the planning
permit, and was Vicroads asked for formal comment on
traffic implications?

PTe: employee dismissal
Hon. S. M. NGUYEN (Melbourne West) - I raise
for the attention of the Minister for Roads and Ports,
who is the representative of the Minister for Transport
in another place, the dismissal in 1997 of a former
Public Transport Corporation employee of nine years
and three months, Mr Wayne McKie. Mr McKie
informed his local member that he had a good driving
and attendance record and was employed by the
corporation for eight years before facing disciplinary
action. It is Mr McKie's belief that, as I will explain,
the media involvement in an accident in 1996 led to
what he believes was unwarranted victimisation that
eventually led to his dismissal in 1997.
On 12 March 1996 a complaint was made to fleet
operations by a customer who alleged that Mr McKie
was drunk while driving a tram. The caller did not leave
a full name and address or contact number. However
an officer investigated the complaint and was satisfied
that Mr McKie was not under the influence of alcohol.
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This was confirmed by a breath test conducted at
Mr McKie's insistence.
On 7 October 1996 a passenger made a similar
complaint both on radio station 3AW and directly to the
PTc. Mr McKie was informed that he was to be
relieved of his duties and directed to take a breath test.
He refused that direction. Instead, he voluntarily went
to the South Melbourne police station and undertook a
breath test that resulted in a negative blood alcohol
reading.
Returning to the depot with the test results, Mr McKie
was stood down and told to appear before a disciplinary
panel. The initial panel hearing demoted Mr McKie to a
conductor for a period of two years. That was
eventually reduced to six months on appeal in October
1996. Mr McKie returned to driving on 6 March 1997
but was warned that he was on notice and would be
watched closely by PTC officers.
On 23 July 1997 his depot manager informed him that
seven charges had been laid over an argument between
Mr McKie and a maintenance worker. His union
representative informed him off the record that an
original statement of complaint was returned because
there was not enough to get him on. The complaints
related to an incident when Mr McKie was off duty but
in PTC uniform.
On 1 September 1997 Mr McKie attended a
disciplinary panel and was dismissed. He was told that
the decision of the panel was not unanimous. Will the
minister investigate this case to assess whether Wayne
McKie received fair treatment compared with previous
decisions of the PTC?

Workcover: annual report
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS (Jika Jika) - I raise
a matter for the attention of the Minister for Finance
who is the minister responsible for Workcover. It '
concerns the Victorian Workcover Authority annual
report. I refer the minister to page 2, which states:
The number of compensated fatalities, i.e. the total number of
work-related deaths which includes work-related heart attacks
and diseases has increased marginally from 110 in 1996-97
to 1I8 in 1997-98.

Will the minister inquire of the Victorian Workcover
Authority its reasons for providing me with the table I
quoted into Hansard earlier today? The table listed the
number of deaths in 1996 as 120 and the number in
1997-98 as 118. That suggests a drop of two fatalities
whereas the annual report shows an increase of eight
fatalities. Will the minister inquire how the table was
put together and whether the table I received had the
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correct figures or whether the figures in the annual
report are correct?

Fair trading: Coles
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) The matter I direct to the attention of the Minister for
Small Business representing the Minister for Fair
Trading in the other house concerns an advertisement in
the Preston Post-Times of 22 July headed 'Super
savings all this week at Coles Reservoir'. The
advertisement states, for example, that bananas will be
on sale at 98 cents a kilo.
The Coles store opposite the Reservoir railway station,
a few yards from the Reservoir post office, was not
offering the discounts offered in the advertisement. The
constituent who has complained to the opposition
talked to the manager of the Coles Reservoir store and
was told that the advertisement was for the Coles store
in Plenty Road, which technically is in the Reservoir
postal district but is remote from Reservoir and services
a different population.
The Coles head office was contacted. Its customer
service section representative told the complainant that
the advertisement was worded properly and was meant
to cover the Reservoir store and its substore in Plenty
Road. The constituent talked to the manager of the
Coles Reservoir store and relayed what he had been
told by the customer service section at the Coles head
office. The manager returned and said head office had
reversed its position. Other people came into the
Reservoir store and were disappointed at not getting the
bananas and other goods at the advertised prices. The
bananas had been advertised at 98 cents but actually
cost $1.98 a kilo. The Coles people were not prepared
to honour their advertised prices.
Hon. M. A. Birrell- Can't you take it up with
Coles?
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - I am taking it up with
the Minister for Fair Trading in the other place.
Hon. Bill Forwood - Buy shares and go to the
annual general meeting.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - I am not like you,
Mr Forwood I ask the minister to take up the matter
with Coles to ensure that such an incident does not
occur again. It may be an opportune time for Coles to
readvertise its special or apologise for its position to the
customers of the Reservoir store.

Responses
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) Mrs Hogg raised with me the calculations of voluntary
departure packages.
Hon. C. J. Hogg - Targeted packages.
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES - Targeted packages are
straightforward. A whole-of-government policy which
has been in place for many years was introduced in the
first instance to accommodate a substantial downsizing
of the public sector. The policy framework is that if
voluntary departure packages were the same for all age
groups nobody would actually leave the public service
at retirement without a voluntary departure package.
Therefore, the policy was introduced to ensure
consistency, so that people retiring at age 55 were not at
a disadvantage over those seeking voluntary departure
packages. The policy also applies to the public hospital
sector, particularly for hospitals seeking to cover costs
through such measures.
Targeted packages are different because the employee
in that case has no choice. As I understand it, that
package is calculated on a consistent basis irrespective
of the person's age. I will take further advice and later
reply to Mrs Hogg.
Mrs McLean raised with me the issue of genetically
engineered food. This matter has been the subject of
much debate and will be resolved in this country by the
Australian and New Zealand Food Authority
(ANZFA).
Hon. Jean McLean -It is very slow.
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES - I t was debated at the
meeting last July but a complete solution has not been
arrived at. We have asked for further work to be done.
ANZF A agreed that any genetic engineering process
that materially changes a food's composition must be
registered and the food labelled. That is consistent with
the approach being taken in North America. In Europe
the authorities have gone further and required any
genetically engineered food to be labelled.
Health issues concerning the right to incubate food are
involved, and the not insignificant issue of how we
ensure appropriate trade relations continue is also in
question. At its last council meeting ANZF A took a
decision to at least start the process and embrace the
recommendation developed with the support of all
jurisdictions. ANZFA asked for further work to be
done, and the question will be considered at its next
meeting.
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I would not advocate and do not believe that Victoria
should move in isolation. It is a national issue and we
will work through the framework established for
reaching a conclusion, which will apply to all
Australian states and New Zealand.

Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) Mr Theophanous raised with me an issue arising from
the Victorian Workcover Authority report tabled today.
I shall refer that to the VWA.
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - Mr Atkinson raised with me an issue
concerning traffic congestion at retail developments at
286 Whitehorse Road, Nunawading. I understand the
City of Whitehorse has had no dialogue with Vicroads
about traffic in this area, let alone discussed the
installation of traffic lights. I would encourage the
council or the developers to have that dialogue because
it is important in areas like Whitehorse Road, especially
in the Nunawading region, to look at all the methods
needed to manage traffic.
We must take into consideration some of the important
aspects of Whitehorse Road, in particular its capacity in
its present fonn to serve through traffic and the high
number of traffic movements that occur in that area
For example, on Whitehorse Road between the Station
Street and Mitcham Road intersections, about
4 kilometres apart, nine sets of traffic lights are
installed. Another set of traffic lights would add even
more delays.
I would encourage the City of Whitehorse andlor the
developer to commence discussions about what form of
traffic control alterations they are thinking of for that
area I am certain Vicroads will have a close look at
what can be done.
Mr Nguyen raised a matter for the attention of the
Minister for Transport concerning a Mr McKie. I will
refer the matter to the minister so he can investigate the
issues raised by the honourable member.

Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small
Business) - Mr Nardella raised with me the alleged
price of bananas at a Coles supermarket in Reservoir. It
is an unusual issue. I am more than happy to pass the
issue on to the Minister for Fair Trading. Given that
Mr Nardella is the shadow minister for consumer
affairs, I should have thought ifhe wanted to show how
effective he was he would have raised the issue with
Coles management, although I would not expect him to
get on the telephone to Dennis Eck. Staff of the Office

of Fair Trading and Business Affairs will always ask
whether you have raised the complaint with the
business establishment. Leaving that aside, if
Mr Nardella provides me with a copy of the Preston
Post-Times containing the advertisement and a signed
letter from the person who raised the issue, I will be
more than happy to raise it with the Minister for Fair
Trading.
The PRESIDENT - Order! Mr Forwood raised
with me a matter arising from a statement to the house
made by the Minister for Finance on 6 October and a
reference to that statement the next day by the Leader
of the Opposition. He did so in the context of a
statement I made to the house on 6 September 1994. I
was concerned that some members were misstating in
the house the views put by other members, and that
they did so in a way that in my view amounted to a
contempt. My statement of 6 September 1994 reads:
With the commencement of a new session of the Parliament I
desire to make some comments in relation to statements by
members in questions and during debate.
The Westminster system sets great store on the need to be
able to rely on the Veracity of statements made in the
Parliament by members. It is therefore incumbent on
members that they take great care to ensure that they do not
wittingly or unwittingly mislead the house. As May - 21 st
edition, page 119 - indicates, the making of a deliberately
misleading statement may be treated as a contempt. Such an
abuse is compounded if it involves the deliberate
misrepresentation of the language of another member.
In recent times I have detected that some members have
included in their questions or statements in debate a form of
words which implies a factual situation when, in some cases,
it has become evident that there is no basis in fact for those
statements.

I then proceeded to give some examples. Mr Forwood
asked me to take some action relating to that matter.
Actions relating to the issue of contempt are of course
matters for the house itself. A number of appropriate
motions could be put to deal with such an issue,
including the referring of a particular case to the
Privileges Committee of the house. I do not think there
is a further role for me to take.
In relation to the matter of privilege, under sessional
orders I can rule whether a particular matter should be
given precedence but it is a matter that is ultimately in
the hands of the house indirectly or through its
committee.
Motion agreed.
House adjourned 6.35 p.m. until Tuesday, 27 October.
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Answers to the following questions on notice were circulated on the date shown.
Questions have been incorporated from the notice paper ofthe Legislative Council
Answers have been incorporated in the form supplied by the departments on behalf ofthe appropriate ministers.
The portfolio of the minister answering the question on notice starts each heading.

Tuesday, 6 October 1998
Treasurer: Intergraph contract
1.

THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Treasurer): In relation to the Intergraph contract for the Joint Emergency Dispatching System, did the
Government face a $12 million compensation claim from Intergraph if it was not awarded this contract.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
As the Honourable member is aware, various matters concerning Intergraph are the subject of a police inquiry. In
these circumstances it would be inappropriate to respond to the question.

Treasurer: Intergraph contract
2.

THE HON. M. M. GO'L'LD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Treasurer): Why did the Treasurer and the Minister for Finance exempt the Intergraph contract from the
tender process.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
As the Honourable member is aware, various matters concerning Intergraph are the subject of a police inquiry. In
these circumstances it would be inappropriate to respond to the question.

Corrections: ministerial expenses
43.

THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Corrections): In relation to the 1996-97 financial year, what expenses were
incurred by the Minister or the Minister's Office, indicating the amounts expended on - (i) credit card
expenditure; (ii) alcohol; (iii) entertainment; (iv) travel allowance and incidental expenses; (v) domestic
travel; (vi) international travel; (vii) charter travel; (viii) office salaries; (ix) accommodation expenses; (x) car
hire; and (xi) general office expenses.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is:
I refer to the answer provided to the Legislative Assembly Question No. 249 a copy of which is attached, tabled on
9 April 1997. Question No. 249 is similar to this Question and substantially covers the same period of time.
I also refer the Honourable Member to information released under the Freedom o/Information Act 1982 to Mr Rob
Hulls, Member for Niddrie, relating to travel expenses on 26 February 1998 and credit cards on 15 April 1998.

[Hansard Reference: Legislative Assembly. Vo1435. 10 April 1997. page 1832}
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Corrections: parliamentary secretary expenses
47.

THE HON. M. M. GOL"LD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Corrections): In relation to all Parliamentary Secretaries within the Minister's
portfolio, what are the expenses of the office of each such Secretary since 30 March 1996, including - (i)
domestic and international travel; (ii) air charter travel; (iii) travel allowance and incidental travel expenses;
(iv) car hire; (v) credit card expenses; (vi) office salaries and wages; (vii) accommodation expenses; and
(viii) entertainment and alcohol expenses.

A.~SWER:

I am informed that the infonnation available in response to the Honourable Member's question is:
In relation to the period from I April 1996 to 28 February 1998 the expenses of the office of the Justice
Parliamentary Secretary are listed below:
(i)
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)
(v)

Domestic and international travel (airfares)
Air charter travel
Travel allowance & incidental expenses
Car hire
Credit card expenses

(vi) Office salaries and wages
(vii) Accommodation expenses
(viii) Entertainment and alcohol expenses

$2,670.00
Nil
$282.72
Nil
$258.32 ($232.72 for travel expenses
identified above)
$8,247.76
$1,007.55
Nil

I.

The office salary and wages costs as above do not include salary on-costs ie. payroll tax, superannuation,
workcover.

2.

Any travel arranged and paid for by the Department of Justice in which the Parliamentary Secretary
participated is not included.

Police and Emergency Services: ministerial expenses
49.

THE HON. M. M. GOLTLD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): In relation to the 1996-97 fmancial year, what
expenses were incurred by the Minister or the Minister's Office, indicating the amounts expended on - (i)
credit card expenditure; (ii) alcohol; (iii) entertainment; (iv) travel allowance and incidental expenses; (v)
domestic travel; (vi) international travel; (vii) charter travel; (viii) office salaries; (ix) accommodation
expenses; (x) car hire; and (xi) general office expenses.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the infonnation available in response to the Honourable Member's question is:
I refer to the answer provided to the Legislative Assembly Question No. 249 a copy of which is attached, tabled on
9 April 1997. Question No. 249 is similar to this Question and substantially covers the same period of time.
I also refer the Honourable Member to information released under the Freedom ofInformation Act 1982 to Mr Rob
Hulls, Member for Niddrie, relating to travel expenses on 26 February 1998 and credit cards on 15 April 1998.
[Hansard Reference: Legislative Assembly, Vo1435, 10 April 1997, page 1832}
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Police and Emergency Services: parliamentary secretary expenses
53.

THE HO~. M. M. GOL"LD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): In relation to all Parliamentary Secretaries
within the Minister's portfolio, what are the expenses of the office of each such Secretary since 30 March
1996, including - (i) domestic and international travel; (ii) air charter travel; (iii) travel allowance and
incidental travel expenses; (iv) car hire; (v) credit card expenses; (vi) office salaries and wages; (vii)
accommodation expenses; and (viii) entertainment and alcohol expenses.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is:
In relation to the period from 1 April 1996 to 28 February 1998 the expenses of the office of the Justice
Parliamentary Secretary are listed below:
(i)
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)
(v)

Domestic and international travel (airfares)
Air charter travel
Travel allowance & incidental expenses
Car hire
Credit card expenses

(vi) Office salaries and wages
(vii) Accommodation expenses
(viii) Entertainment and alcohol expenses

$2,670.00
Nil
$282.72
Nil
$258.32 ($232.72 for travel expenses
identified above)
$8,247.76
$1,007.55
Nil

1.

The office salary and wages costs as above do not include salary on-costs ie. payroll tax, superannuation,
workcover.

2.

Any travel arranged and paid for by the Department of Justice in which the Parliamentary Secretary
participated is not included.

Women's Affairs: ministerial expenses
102. THE HON. M. M. GOlJ"LD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Women's Affairs): In relation to the 1996-97 financial year, what expenses were incurred
by the Minister or the Minister's Office, indicating the amounts expended on - (i) credit card expenditure;
(ii) alcohol; (iii) entertainment; (iv) travel allowance and incidental expenses; (v) domestic travel; (vi)
international travel; (vii) charter travel; (viii) office salaries; (ix) accommodation expenses; (x) car hire; and
(xi) general office expenses.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is:
I refer to the answer provided to the Legislative Assembly Question No. 299 a copy of which is attached, tabled on
9 April 1997. Question No. 299 is similar to this Question and substantially covers the same period of time.
I also refer the Honourable Member to information released under the Freedom ofInformation Act 1982 to Mr Rob
Hulls, Member for Niddrie, relating to travel expenses on 26 February 1998 and credit cards on 15 April 1998.

[Hansard Reference: Legislative Assembly, Vo1435, 9 April 1997, page 1827}
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Women's Affairs: parliamentary secretary expenses
106. THE HO1\". M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Women's Affairs): In relation to all Parliamentary Secretaries within the Minister's
portfolio, what are the expenses of the office of each such Secretary since 30 March 1996, including - (i)
domestic and international travel; (ii) air charter travel; (iii) travel allowance and incidental travel expenses;
(iv) car hire; (v) credit card expenses; (vi) office salaries and wages; (vii) accommodation expenses; and
(viii) entertainment and alcohol expenses.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is:

In relation to the period from 1 April 1996 to 28 February 1998 the expenses of the office of the Justice
Parliamentary Secretary are listed below:
(i)
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)
(v)

Domestic and international travel (airfares)
Air charter travel
Travel allowance & incidental expenses
Car hire
Credit card expenses

(vi) Office salaries and wages
(vii) Accommodation expenses
(viii) Entertainment and alcohol expenses

$2,670.00
Nil
$282.72
Nil
$258.32 ($232.72 for travel expenses
identified above)
$8,247.76
$1,007.55
Nil

1.

The office salary and wages costs as above do not include salary on-costs ie. payroll tax, superannuation,
workcover.

2.

Any travel arranged and paid for by the Department of Justice in which the Parliamentary Secretary
participated is not included.

Fair Trading: ministerial expenses
108. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Fair Trading): In relation to the 1996-97 financial year, what expenses were incurred by the
Minister or the Minister's Office, indicating the amounts expended on - (i) credit card expenditure; (ii)
alcohol; (iii) entertainment; (iv) travel allowance and incidental expenses; (v) domestic travel; (vi)
international travel; (vii) charter travel; (viii) office salaries; (ix) accommodation expenses; (x) car hire; and
(xi) general office expenses.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is:
I refer to the answer provided to the Legislative Assembly Question No. 299 a copy of which is attached, tabled on
9 April 1997. Question No. 299 is similar to this Question and substantially covers the same period of time.
I also refer the Honourable Member to information released under the Freedom ofInformation Act 1982 to Mr Rob
Hulls, Member for Niddrie, relating to travel expenses on 26 February 1998 and credit cards on 15 April 1998.

[Hansard Reference: Legislative Assembly, Vo1435, 9 April J997, page J82 7]
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Fair Trading: parliamentary secretary expenses
112. THE HO~. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Fair Trading): In relation to all Parliamentary Secretaries within the Minister's portfolio,
what are the expenses of the office of each such Secretary since 30 March 1996, including - (i) domestic
and international travel; (ii) air charter travel; (iii) travel allowance and incidental travel expenses; (iv) car
hire; (v) credit card expenses; (vi) office salaries and wages; (vii) accommodation expenses; and (viii)
entertainment and alcohol expenses.

ANSWER
I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is:

In relation to the period from 1 April 1996 to 28 February 1998 the expenses of the office of the Justice
Parliamentary Secretary are listed below:
(i)
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)
(v)

Domestic and international travel (airfares)
Air charter travel
Travel allowance & incidental expenses
Car hire
Credit card expenses

(vi) Office salaries and wages
(vii) Accommodation expenses
(viii) Entertainment and alcohol expenses

$2,670.00
Nil
$282.72
Nil
$258.32 ($232.72 for travel expenses
identified above)
$8,247.76
$1,007.55
Nil

1.

The office salary and wages costs as above do not include salary on-costs ie. payroll tax, superannuation,
workcover.

2.

Any travel arranged and paid for by the Department of Justice in which the Parliamentary Secretary
participated is not included.

Attorney-General: ministerial expenses
114. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Attorney-General): In relation to the 1996-97 fmancial year, what expenses were incurred by the
Attorney-General or the Attorney-General's Office, indicating the amounts expended on - (i) credit card
expenditure; (ii) alcohol; (iii) entertainment; (iv) travel allowance and incidental expenses; (v) domestic
travel; (vi) international travel; (vii) charter travel; (viii) office salaries; (ix) accommodation expenses; (x) car
hire; and (xi) general office expenses.

ANSWER
I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is:
I refer to the answer provided to the Legislative Assembly Question No. 299 a copy of which is attached, tabled on
9 April 1997. Question No. 299 is similar to this Question and substantially covers the same period oftime.
I also refer the Honourable Member to information released under the Freedom ofInformation Act 1982 to Mr Rob
Hulls, Member for Niddrie, relating to travel expenses on 26 February 1998 and credit cards on 15 April 1998.

[Hansard Reference: Legislative Assembly, Vo1435, 9 April 1997, page 182 7]
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Attorney-General: ministerial expenses
118. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Attorney-General): In relation to all Parliamentary Secretaries within the Attorney-General's portfolio,
what are the expenses of the office of each such Secretary since 30 March 1996, including - (i) domestic
and international travel; (ii) air charter travel; (iii) travel allowance and incidental travel expenses; (iv) car
hire; (v) credit card expenses; (vi) office salaries and wages; (vii) accommodation expenses; and (viii)
entertainment and alcohol expenses.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is:
In relation to the period from 1 April 1996 to 28 February 1998 the expenses of the office of the Justice
Parliamentary Secretary are listed below:
(i)
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)
(v)

$2,670.00
Nil
$282.72
Nil
$258.32 ($232.72 for travel expenses
identified above)
$8,247.76
$1,007.55
Nil

Domestic and international travel (airfares)
Air charter travel
Travel allowance & incidental expenses
Car hire
Credit card expenses

(vi) Office salaries and wages
(vii) Accommodation expenses
(viii) Entertainment and alcohol expenses
1.

The office salary and wages costs as above do not include salary on-costs ie. payroll tax, superannuation,
workcover.

2.

Any travel arranged and paid for by the Department of Justice in which the Parliamentary Secretary
participated is not included.

Education: asset sales
131. THE HON. M. M. GOLTLD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Education): In relation to each department and agency within the Minister's portfolio, what
asset sales have taken place since 30 March 1996, indicating - (i) the sale price; (ii) the buyer of the asset;
(iii) whether there was a tender process; and (iv) the valuation of the asset prior to sale.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The requested information is provided in the attached table.

Property
AlIens Flat PS
Altona Meadow Prop SDS
AnardMA
Ashbourne
Ashville PS /
Jordanville TS
Ballarat East (Eureka St)
Ballarat East PS
Ballarat PS (Humphrey St)

Sales Price

Purchaser

Process

(i)
$64,500
$35,500
$396,000
$29,325
$3,300,000

(ii)
A A Rotherham
Aust Invest & Develop PIL
Rosslare Estates P IL
Fresderick T Doble - Woodend
Gardiners Valley PIL

(ill)
Auction
Tender
Tender
Auction
Tender

$260,000
$150,000
$850,000

Ballarat Adult & Further Education
Dept Health & Community Services
Dept of Finance Sale

Tender
Direct Sale
Direct Sale
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Sales Price
(i)
Transfer *
$68,800
$26,644
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Purchaser

Process
(ill)
Transfer
Tender
Direct Sale
Direct Sale

Ballarat PS (Urquart St)
Ballarat Regional Office (Res)
Balliang (School)
Balliang (SEP)

S100

Banyule High School
Baranduda PS (Old)
Bayside SSC
Beech Forest PS (Res)
Binginwarri PS (Sch)
Blackburn North PS
Boronia SSC
Botany Park PS (Balarto)

$1,335,000
$90,578
$470,000
$12,000
$40,000
$1,750,000
$450,000
$300,000

Box Forest SC (Hadfield Campus)
Box Forest SC (Oak Park
Campus)
Brunswick PS
Bulla PS
Burramine South PS
Burwood PS (part)
Burwood PS (part)
Carpendeit PS
Camjung PS
Carrum Downs PS (Old)
Castle Donnington PS (Res)
Castlemaine TS
CataniPS
Chandler HS (part)
Charlton PS (Old)
Chocolyn PS
Coburg East PS
Coburg Preston SC (Coburg
Campus)
Coburg Preston SC (Preston
Campus)
Coghills Creek PS (part)
Connewirrico
Costerfield
Crowlands PS
Croydon Park MA
DalryRoad
Deans Marsh P S (part)
Dennington PS
DennisonPS
Derrinallum PS
Diamond Creek MA
Doncaster SSC

$3,710,000
$3,850,000

(ii)
OFTEI ACFE
HemyThai
Balliang & District Rural Fire Brigade
Balliang & District Recreation Reserve
Committee
City of Ban yule
Albury Wodonga Dev Corp
B-Plan Computers
S G Thomas
RG Wright
Australian Housing & Land PIL
McDonalds Group
Wellington Gem PIL (Trustee Corvu Unit
Trust)
Stevaush PIL
Brencorp PIL

$2,300,000
$260,000
$22,000
$240,000
$240,000
$10,000
$38,500
$475,000
$42,000
Transfer *
$60,000
$30,000
$50,000
$71,000
$1,750,000
$1,430,000

Austmart Developments PIL
T &JWeston
Donna & Ronald Simons - Kilmore
Wanissa Corp Ltd
Ministry Of Housing
John & Elizabeth Dixon - Pirron Yallock
J Kelty
Honfrid Nominees PIL
RM Sonogan
OFTEI ACFE
Adrian Hodgson and/or Nominee-Kooweerup
N Stoikos
M MacDonald
Kieran & Margaret Moore -Derrinallum
Roman Catholic Trust
Assoc for the Blind Ltd

Tender
Tender
Auction
Tender
Tender
Auction
Auction
Tender
Auction
Transfer
Auction
Tender
Auction
Auction
Tender
Direct Sale

$2,500,000

Northern Metro Inst ofTAFE

Direct Sale

$2,000
$14,000
$34,500
$25,000
$620,000
$55,000
$6,000
$50,000
$40,500
$12,000
$420,000
$905,000

D F Rieniets
West Wimmera Shire
Ross J Dark - Epping
Timothy A D Smith - Sth Yam
Damley Developments PIL
Salvatore & Paulene Marchese -Gilderoy
ARLester
SPAverchenkov
Barry & Wendy Marshall-Dennison
Cheryl & Gary Poole - Derrinallum
R & P Properties
Polydor Building Construction PIL

Auction
Direct Sale
Auction
Auction
Tender
Auction
Auction
Auction
Auction
Auction
Tender
Tender

**

Direct Sale
Direct Sale
Tender
Auction
Auction
Tender
Tender
Tender
Tender
Tender
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Doncaster East PS
Doncaster Park PS
Dooen PS
Doutta Galla PS (part)
Drummond Nth (SEP)
DryCreek PS
Eastmeadows PS
Eastmont PS
Eastville PS
Echuca PS (Main Site)
Site 1
Ecklin South PS
Eddington
Eildon (New Part)
Eldorado PS
EnsayGS
Erica PS
Euroa
(Lot 2)
Euroa (Lot 1)
Faraday PS
Fawkner PS (Balance of Site)
Fawkner North PS
Flaggy Creek PS
Footscray/
Yarraville se (part)
Forest Hill SC (Nuna-wading
CPS)
Fyansford PS
Garfield PS (SEP)
GerangPS
GisboumeSe
Glen Waverley SC (Syndal CPS)
Glen Waverley (Lawrence CPS)
Glendonald PS
Glenfem SC
Glengarry West
Glenlyon PS
Gnarware
GnotukPS
Gormandale PS (Old School)
Gormandale PS (Old Res)
Gormandale East PS
Granya PS
Grenville PS
Greythorn SC
HadfieldPS
Hallam Valley PS

COUNCIL

Tuesday, 6 October 1998

Sales Price
(i)
$2,902,000
$2,580,000
$8,000
$1,428,000
$3,500
$27,000
$397,750
$1,447,280
$35,500
$675,000

Purchaser

Process

(ii)
Australand Holdings PIL
Orientimex Australasia PIL
BRDevlin
SidcorpPIL
Kultha Holdings PIL -Kew
D&MBoyd
Selimiye Foundation Ltd
Australand Holdings PIL
AD Cumow & K L Hutchinson
Shire of Campaspe

(ill)
Tender
Tender
Auction
Tender
Auction
Auction
Direct Sale
Tender
Auction
Direct Sale

$19,200
$40,000
$10,000
$36,000
$43,851
$50,000
$30,000

Chris & Vicky Bell- Terang
A Bischoff & Catherine Gladman -Richmond
W oodvill Homes Pty Ltd
Atkinson & Landells
East Gippsland (Shire)
Christopher & Anne Brown -Rawson
James & Isabel Smith - Boronia

Auction
Auction
Auction
Auction
Direct Sale
Auction
Auction

$27,500
$56,000
$351,000
$480,000
$20,500
$2,100,000

IJ Smith
Westcor Prop Consultants PIL
Quang Duc Buddist Welfare Assoc
Darul Ulum College of Victoria Inc
Me Calvin and/or Nominee
Bazem PIL

Auction
Auction
Tender
Tender
Auction
Tender

$4,700,000

Villa World Ltd

Tender

$185,000
$72,500
$21,000
$105,000
$2,900,000
$6,825,000
$41,000
$1,635,000
$76,500
$70,000
$48,225
$24,000
$32,750
$32,750
$35,000
$15,500
$16,750
$6,700,000
$1,435,000
$217,500

G Collis
D&RAxnick
Kaye L Webb - Nhill
TrihillPIL
BazemPIL
Mt Waverley Park Estate PIL
Derek Lowe and/or Nominee -Traralgon
Landgroup PIL
B Arbuthnot and/or Nominee Glengarry West
CGRyan
Surf Coast (Shire)
Gary & Kerry Fox - Camperdown
S Kneebone
SKneebone
E&NNowak
PI Lukins
Donkenzie Investments PIL
Central Equity PIL
A VGarro
Tolbury PIL

Auction
Auction
Auction
Tender
Tender
Tender
Auction
Tender
Auction
Auction
Direct Sale
Auction
Auction
Auction
Auction
Auction
Auction
Tender
Tender
Tender
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Hallston
Harcourt North PS
Harcourt PS (Site 1)
Harcourt PS (Site 2)
Horsharn Education Complex
(part)
Humevale
Irrewarra PS
Jung PS
Kal Kallo PS
Kalkee PS
Kennington PS
KilcundaPS
King Valley PS
Korweinguboora PS
Laanecoorie PS
Langwarrin North East MA
Langwarrin North PS
LaIpent PS
Laverton Park PS
Leichardt
Lillydale East PS
Little Hampton PS
Lockington (part A)
Lockington (part B)
Longwarry North PS
Lovely Banks PS
Lyndhurst PS
Lysterfield PS (Relocation)
MA Laverton (part 1)
MA Laverton (part 2)
Mackey
MacleodPS
Maidstone PS
Malvern PS (part)
Mandurang PS
Mannerim PS
Maribymong PS
Maryborough TS Assembly Hall
Melb College of Education
Merrilands PS
Merton PS
Metcalfe Primary School (Lot 1)
Metcalfe PS (Lot 2)
Metca1fe PS (Lot 3)
Millbrook PS
Mimosa PS
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Sales Price

Purchaser

Process

(i)
$38,000
$50,500
$15,000
$40,000
$264,000

(ii)
Dianne S Niblett - Armadale
John & DanieIle Evans -Castlemaine
NElyateem
G &JRusseIl
Grampians Water Authority

(ill)
Auction
Auction
Auction
Auction
Direct Sale

$10,250
$62,000
$12,000
$57,500
$13,000
$545,000
$120,000
$58,000
$42,000
$42,000
$315,000
$375,000
$15,000
$320,000
$26,500
$301,000
$36,405
$9,500
$9,500
$72,000

Adam MacGuire - Ivanhoe
P SMorgan
Robcoll Pty Ltd
Ciuliano Leopoldo - Epping
Kevin & Jeanette Schultz -Horsham
Apostolic Church Trust
Assoc of Eratyra
J G Hayes and/or Nominee
W J Jennings
Warwick G Newnham-Grey -Dunkeld
Trevor Ivory and/or Nominee
Property Projects Australia
B & LBogan
Phillipine Fiesta of Victoria
Marilyn J Sears - Moonee Ponds
John Kelly
Hepbum (Shire)
1& C Bo1man
Susan Rebecca Dae
D & B Williams and/or Nominee -Longwarry
North
E Heinmann and/or Nominee
Graeme Keith Whitten
M Mazzeo & L Amato
J JMagro
11 Bantu PIL
Douglas Parker Niblett
Australand Holdings PIL
Millennium Properties PIL
City of Stonnington
M Rogers & Barry Brockley -Mandurang
DFManly
Highpoint Shopping Centre PIL
Country Theatres PIL
Sarn Eid
Pendant Properties PIL
GICook
Caroline Harper - Prahran
Zignet PIL - Lower Templestowe
David Foster - Metcalfe
Moorabool Shire Council
Australian Housing & Land PIL

Auction
Auction
Auction
Auction
Auction
Direct Sale
Auction
Auction
Auction
Auction
Tender
Tender
Auction
Tender
Auction
Tender
Direct Sale
Auction
Auction
Auction

$115,000
$140,000
$165,000
$50,000
$50,000
$24,000
$1,500,000
$851,000
$450,000
$136,500
$73,000
$1,700,000
$92,500
$551,000
$1,459,000
$45,000
$15,000
$7,500
$48,000
$44,100
$2,000,000

Auction
Tender
Tender
Tender
Tender
Auction
Tender
Tender
Direct Sale
Auction
Direct Sale
Tender
Direct Sale
Tender
Tender
Auction
Auction
Auction
Auction
Direct Sale
Tender
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Mitiamo PS
Mitre PS
ModellaPS
Monterey SC (Senior Campus)
Moorilim PS
Mooroopna North West PS
Mount Duneed PS (Old)
Mount Taylor PS
Mt Waverley SC (Waverley
Campus)
Mullauna SC (Dunlavin Campus)

S12,500
$4,500
$67,500
$345,000
$5,500
$53,000
$55,970
$49,000
$6,015,000

Purchaser
(ii)
Peter Taylor & Maree Rayko - Mincha
Darren L Murdoch - Castlemaine
David H Coventry Moorabbin
Glenlon PIL
DJBrown
K L MacGregor
Surf Coast (Shire)
LGTipper
Safe Ocean PIL

$3,100,000

BazemPIL

Tender

MunroPS
Murrayville (Res)
Murrumbeena SC
Murtoa (Res)
Musk Primary School
Muskety East PS

$30,000
$25,000
$5,450,000
$30,000
$36,275
$20,000

Auction
Auction
Tender
Auction
Direct Sale
Auction

Myrtle Creek PS
Myrtlebank PS
NandalyPS
Neerim East PS
Newbridge PS
Newbridge PS
Niddrie SC (part)
Nilma North PS
Noble Park Eng Lang Centre
Noble SC (part 1)
Noble SC (part 2)
Noradjuha PS
Norlane PS
Normanville
Norris Bank PS (SEP)
North Geelong PS
North Melbourne PS
Pakenham Consolidated
Pakenham Upper (SEP)
Parkwood HS (part 2)
Paynesville PS (Old)
Pennyroyal
Pirron Yallock
Poowong East PS
Port Albert PS (part 2)
Port Welshpool PS
Powelltown PS
PPP Fleetwood (part)
PPP Heathdale
PPP Leopold

$65,000
$68,000
$2,000
$25,000
$10,000
$55,000
$1,600,000
$88,800
$600,000
$464,000
$390,000
$15,000
$165,000
$3,500
$340,000
$676,000
$1,185,000
$480,000
$65,000
$651,000
$175,000
$72,000
$17,000
$55,500
$15,500
$61,500
$85,000
$325,000
$625,000
$290,000

Brian & Anne Ross Stockdale
K B Willersdorf
Frank Penhalluriak
R&JMcKay
Hepbum (Shire)
D M Williamson and/or Nominee Merrington
KKelly
R & Nancy Pearce and/or Nominee - Sale
V A & TJ Dillon
NHoughton
Ellen & Warren Sumpton - Ascot Vale
Ellen & Warren Sumpton - Ascot Vale
Brencorp Properties PIL
T W Hammond and/or Nominee
Dandenong Council
Dandenong Council
Dept Health & Community Services
Anthony John & Arnmanda Viner Reitsma
Selimye Foundation
GR & IC Martin
Low Cost Quality Homes P/L
A V Jennings Ltd
Neltan PIL and/or Nominee
Min Planning & Local Govt
RF & MI Edyvane
Patrick Kelly
J &JBrennan
Robert & Jamie Hunter - T oorak
Graham & Lois Forester - Karadoc
John & Irene McKenzie - Ringwood East
B W Edwards and/or Nominee
J Stephens and/or Nominee - Port Welshpool
Nicholas W Smith - Donvale
Dynisty Falls PIL & Joyfullset PIL
Ashlyn Glen PIL
Greater City of Geelong

(i)

Process
(ill)
Auction
Auction
Auction
Tender
Auction
Auction
Auction
Auction
Tender

Auction
Auction
Auction
Auction
Auction
Auction
Tender
Auction
Tender
Tender
Tender
Auction
Tender
Auction
Tender
Tender
Tender
Direct Sale
Tender
Tender
Auction
Auction
Auction
Auction
Auction
Auction
Auction
Tender
Tender
Direct Sale
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Sales Price

Purchaser

(i)

(ii)

Process
(ill)

PPP Meadow Heights
Prahran SC
Prahran SC
Prahran SC
Purrumbete South PS
(Pt 1)
Purrumbete South PS
(Pt 2)
Raglan PS
RedbankPS
Reservoir SC (Kingsbury
Campus)
Reservoir SC (Preston East CPS)
Richmond (Old)

$675,000
$187,000
$110,000
$115,000
$4,000

Rosslare Estates PIL
TIYuen
IM&PFFox
Vass Consolidated PIL
Andrew Wilson - Purrumbete South

Tender
Tender
Tender
Tender
Auction

$26,000

Christopher S Higgins -Toora

Auction

$55,000
$8,000
$1,200,000

I & J O'Brien
N/A

Auction
Auction
Tender

$968,000
$20 ***

Islamic Coordination Committee ofVic.
Cavill & Williams

Riverview
Ross Bridge PS
Rushworth PS
Sarsfield PS
Sea Lake Primary
Sportsground

$27,000
S20,500
$38,000
$16,000
$10#

D Lawrence & E McDonald -Whittlesea
Timothy A D Smith Sth Yarra
R D Jones
N & C Earles
Buloke (Shire)

Sea Lake Primary School
Shepparton SSC (Furphy House)
South Barwon SC
South Melbourne PS
South Melbourne SDS (part 1)
Speewa PS
Staghorn Flat PS
Stewart PS (Balance)
Strangeways PS
Strath Creek PS
Strathdownie PS (School)
Sunshine SC (Sunshine Nth
Campus)
Sutton Grange PS
Swinbourne SC (part 2)
Sydenbam PS
Sydenbam West PS
Templestowe HS (part)
Terang HS (part)
Toolleen
Tormore SC
Tottenham Community SC (part)
Trafalgar East PS
Vinifera
Wairewa
Wallacedale North PS (Site One)

$23,000
$80,000
$770,000
$3,500,000
$927,000
$70,000
$65,000
$15,000
$62,000
$22,500
Sll,600
$826,000

Buloke (Shire)
PR Asquith PIL
Roman Catholic Trusts Corporation
WattseaPIL
Development Ventures PIL
M R Amold & L J Henderson
F J Peacock
KL Turlan
WB Breidahl
Shire ofMurrindindi
JMSeymour
Aldo Di Natale

Tender
Direct
Sale/Admin
Costs
Auction
Auction
Auction
Auction
Direct
Sa1e/Admin
Costs
Valuation
Tender
Tender
Tender
Tender
Auction
Auction
Auction
Auction
Direct Sale
Auction
Tender

$73,000
$1,705,000
$370,000
S77,OOO
$4,010,000
S78,000
$15,000
$1,788,000
$700,000
$50,000
$60,000
$20,000
$24,662

N Hewitt & T Ware
Golden Truly
Dept of Health & Community Services
Dashmir, Urim & Daim Balla -Melton
Ahl Holdings PIL
Ridley Agriproducts PIL
Josepbine M Craven - Tullamarine
Land Group PIL
Taras Nominees PIL
Alan Edward Johnson
NA&PJMcKay
Brian & Elizabeth Blakeman -Wairewa
Lewis & Margret White

Auction
Tender
Tender
Auction
Tender
Auction
Auction
Tender
Tender
Auction
Auction
Auction
Auction

Ross1are Estates PIL
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Wallacedale North PS (Site Two)
Wangaratta SSC
Warragul
Warragul West PS
Warrambool SSC
Warrandyte South PS
Watsons Creek
(No 2)
Wattle Heights SDS
Waverley Park PS
Wellington PS
West Melbourne PS
Westmere PS
Wodonga District SSC
Wollert PS
Won Wron (Res)
Won Wron PS (School)
W oodbourne PS
Woodwood PS (Res)
Woorinen North PS
Wycheproof HS (Res 1)
Wycheproof HS (Res 2)
Yanac PS
YendonPS

Note:

Tuesday, 6 October 1998

Sales Price

Purchaser

Process

(i)
$8,500
Transfer *
$120,000
$50,000
Transfer *
$323,500
$16,000

(ii)
Campbell Winds PIL
OFTE/ ACFE
W Douglas & D Turner
David W Jeffries - Clayton
OFTE! ACFE
Youth Dimension
J Cbauham & Maureen Faye -Moonee Ponds

(ill)
Auction
Transfer
Tender
Auction
Transfer
Tender
Auction

$1,575,000
$1,412,000
$1,412,000
$1,490,000
$17,750
Transfer *
$155,000

Bamey Vassiliou
Grovelands Park Estate PIL
St James Park Estate P/L
Salvation Anny (Vic) Property Trust
Yvonne G Smith - South Yarra
OFTE! ACFE
The Christian Church in Melbourne Inc Ascot Vale
M&PFindlay
M&PFindlay
A Diemar
Douglas J Hayes - Piangil
B RPaull
A & D McNaughton
F & D Potter
Robcoll Pty Ltd - West Melton
Gregory & Michelle Basten -Rowsley

Tender
Tender
Tender
Direct Sale
Auction
Transfer
Auction

$38,000
$27,000
$76,000
$25,385
$10,500
$35,500
$27,500
$22,000
$40,500

Auction
Auction
Auction
Auction
Auction
Auction
Auction
Auction
Auction

Listed sales are those properties for which contracts have been entered into between 30 March 1996 and
31 January 1998
Purchasers' names could change under the nomination clause within the contracts of sale
For commercial in confidence reasons the valuation of the assets prior to the sale have not been shown

*

Sale of properties to OFT£)ACFE were based on valuations

**

Site transferred back to community in recognition that original site purchase funded by community

*** Sliver of land locked land sold to adjoining owner - remnant of former school site sold in
#

1930s.

Site originally donated by community - returned to shire as community representative

Corrections: credit cards
580. TIlE HON. B. T. PULLEN - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Corrections): In relation to each department or agency under the Minister's
portfolio:
(a) How many state government corporate credit cards have been issued in each of the financial years from
1992-93 to 1996-97, and in 1997-98 to date.
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(b) What has been the total amount of expenditure incurred through use of the credit cards in each of the
fmancial years from 1992-93 to 1996-97, and in 1997-98 to date.
(c) What criteria have been applied in selecting persons to be issued with state government corporate credit
cards.
(d) How many credit cards have been issued to the Minister andlor ministerial staff.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is:
(a) (b) & (c) I refer the Honourable Member to the answer provided by Minister Wade to the Questions numbered
585,586 and 589 (copy attached). The information provided in that answer relates to the five Justice portfolios,
including Police and Emergency Services and Corrections.
(d) No new corporate credit cards were issued to ministerial staff (Minister McGrath) in the 1996/97 year.
The provision and verification of further information, covering all agencies, would require excessive time and
resources and cannot be justified

Police and Emergency Services: credit cards
581.

THE HON. B. T. PULLEN - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): In relation to each department or agency under
the Minister's portfolio:
(a) How many state government corporate credit cards have been issued in each of the fmancial years from
1992-93 to 1996-97, and in 1997-98 to date.

(b) What has been the total amount of expenditure incurred through use of the credit cards in each of the
financial years from 1992-93 to 1996-97, and in 1997-98 to date.
(c) What criteria have been applied in selecting persons to be issued with state government corporate credit
cards.
(d) How many credit cards have been issued to the Minister andlor ministerial staff.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is:
(a) (b) & (c) I refer the Honourable Member to the answer provided by Minister Wade to the Questions numbered

585,586 and 589 (copy attached). The information provided in that answer relates to the five Justice portfolios,
including Police and Emergency Services and Corrections.
(d) No new corporate credit cards were issued to ministerial staff (Minister McGrath) in the 1996/97 year.
The provision and verification of further information, covering all agencies, would require excessive time and
resources and cannot be justified.

Attorney-General: credit cards
585.

THE HON. B. T. PULLEN - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Attorney-General): In relation to each department or agency under the Attomey-General's portfolio:
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(a) How many state government corporate credit cards have been issued in each of the fmancial years from
1992-93 to 1996-97, and in 1997-98 to date.
(b) What has been the total amount of expenditure incurred through use of the credit cards in each of the

financial years from 1992-93 to 1996-97, and in 1997-98 to date.
(c) What criteria have been applied in selecting persons to be issued with state government corporate credit
cards.
(d) How many credit cards have been issued to the Attorney-General and/or the Attomey-General's staff.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is:
(a) The Department of Justice issued 59 new State Government corporate credit cards to its officers in 1996/97.
The provision of the number of corporate credit cards issued in each of the financial years would require
excessive time and resources and cannot be justified.

(b)
Financial Year:

Amount spent in respect of both Portfolios for
each Financial Year: #
$2,460,109.87
$2,274,662.79
$2,701,493.49
$3,993,037.36
$3,655,721.61
$2,956,352.81

1992-93
1993-94
1994-95
1995-96
1996-97
1997-6/4/98*
*
#

Includes transactions to end of March 1998.
Includes Minister's and Minister's staff cards.

(c) The corporate credit cards are provided to officers on the basis of:
(i) a demonstrated work related need where possession of a card would be in the interest of the Department;
(ii) cards are approved on the recommendation of a senior executive officer of the Department.

(d) One new corporate credit card was issued to ministerial staff (Minister Wade) in the 1996/97 year.
The provision and verification of further information, covering all agencies, would require excessive time and
resources and cannot be justified

Fair Trading: credit cards
586. THE HON. B. T. PULLEN - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Fair Trading): In relation to each department or agency under the Minister's portfolio:
(a) How many state government corporate credit cards have been issued in each of the fmancial years from
1992-93 to 1996-97, and in 1997-98 to date.
(b) What has been the total amount of expenditure incurred through use of the credit cards in each of the

fmancial years from 1992-93 to 1996-97, and in 1997-98 to date.
(c) What criteria have been applied in selecting persons to be issued with state government corporate credit
cards.
(d) How many credit cards have been issued to the Minister and/or ministerial staff.
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ANSWER:
I am infonned that the infonnation available in response to the Honourable Member's question is:
(a) The Department of Justice issued 59 new State Government corporate credit cards to its officers in 1996/97.
The provision of the number of corporate credit cards issued in each of the financial years would require
excessive time and resources and cannot be justified.

(b)
Amount spent in respect of both
Portfolios for each Financial Year: #
$2,460,109.87
$2,274,662.79
$2,701,493.49
$3,993,037.36
$3,655,721.61
$2,956,352.81

Financial Year:
1992-93
1993-94
1994-95
1995-96
1996-97

1997-6/4/98*

*
#

Includes transactions to end of March 1998.
Includes Minister's and Minister's staff cards.

(c) The corporate credit cards are provided to officers on the basis of:
(i) a demonstrated work related need where possession of a card would be in the interest of the Department;
(ii) cards are approved on the recommendation of a senior executive officer of the Department.
(d) One new corporate credit card was issued to ministerial staff (Minister Wade) in the 1996/97 year.
The provision and verification of further infonnation, covering all agencies, would require excessive time and
resources and cannot be justified

Women's Affairs: credit cards
589. THE HON. B. T. PULLEN - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Women's Affairs): In relation to each department or agency under the Minister's portfolio:
(a) How many state government corporate credit cards have been issued in each ofthe fmanc ial years from
1992-93 to 199fr97, and in 1997-98 to date.

(b) What has been the total amount of expenditure incurred through use of the credit cards in each of the
financial years from 1992-93 to 199fr97, and in 1997-98 to date.
(c) What criteria have been applied in selecting persons to be issued with state government corporate credit
cards.
(d) How many credit cards have been issued to the Minister and/or ministerial staff.

ANSWER:
I am infonned that the infonnation available in response to the Honourable Member's question is:
(a) The Department of Justice issued 59 new State Government corporate credit cards to its officers in 1996/97.
The provision of the number of corporate credit cards issued in each of the financial years would require
excessive time and resources and cannot be justified.
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(b)
Financial Year:

Amount spent in respect of both
Portfolios for each Financial Year: #
$2,460,109.87
$2,274,662.79
$2,701,493.49
S3,993,037.36
$3,655,721.61
$2,956,352.81

1992-93
1993-94
1994-95
1995-96
1996-97
1997-6/4/98*
*
#

Includes transactions to end of March 1998.
Includes Minister's and Minister's staff cards.

(c) The corporate credit cards are provided to officers on the basis of:
(i) a demonstrated work related need where possession of a card would be in the interest of the Department;
(ii) cards are approved on the recommendation of a senior executive officer of the Department.
(d) One new corporate credit card was issued to ministerial staff (Minister Wade) in the 1996/97 year.
The provision and verification of further information, covering all agencies, would require excessive time and
resources and cannot be justified.

Police and Emergency Services: Gippsland Ranges bushfires
592. THE HON. M. M. GOIJLD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): In relation to the 1998 bush fires in the
Gippsland Ranges, what was the total cost to the State of Victoria in relation to the - (i) total frrefighting
operation; and (ii) damage to Crown land.

ANSWER:
I am infonned by my colleague the Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services that the
information available from the Country Fire Authority and Metropolitan Fire Brigade in response to the Member's
question is as follows: The bushfrres in the Gippsland Ranges were managed by the Department of Natural Resources and Environment,
therefore, it is more appropriate to refer this question to the Minister for Conservation and Land Management.
The Country Fire Authority'S (CFA) involvement was to provide support during the fires. The total cost to the
CFA in relation to the fires was $65,000. This amount includes all direct costs associated with CFA's involvement
in the operations. Direct costs exclude wages which are included in CFA's normal budget.
With regard to wages, if the 155 CF A staff and volunteers involved were all paid firefighters, the cost to Victoria
would have been in the vicinity of $96,000.

Police and Emergency Services: Gippsland Ranges bushfires
593. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): In relation to the 1998 bush frres in the
Gippsland Ranges, what compensation, if any, is to be paid to those local communities affected.

ANSWER:
I am infonned by my colleague the Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services that the
information available from the Country Fire Authority in response to the Member's question is as follows: -
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The fire activity occurred on Crown land, therefore the compensation has not been an issue for the CFA.

Police and Emergency Services: Gippsland Ranges bushfires
594. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): In relation to the 1998 bush fires in the
Gippsland Ranges, what was the total expenditure on accommodation for those firefighters and support staff
involved in the exercise.

ANSWER:
I am infonned by my colleague the Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services that the
infonnation available from the Country Fire Authority in response to the Member's question is as follows: The accommodation costs for personnel involved was $7,000.

Police and Emergency Services: Gippsland Ranges bushfires
595. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): In relation to the 1998 bush fires in the
Gippsland Ranges, what other additional expenses, if any, were incurred by those :firefighters and support
staff involved in the exercise.

ANSWER:
I am infonned by my colleague the Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services that the
information available from the Country Fire Authority in response to the Member's question is as follows: The personal expenses incurred by CF A, excluding accommodation, that is, meals and travel, total $4,000.

Police and Emergency Services: Gippsland Ranges bushfires
596. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the-Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): In relation to the:fire retardants used in the
1998 bush fires in the Gippsland Ranges - (i) what is their chemical composition; and (ii) is there any
evidence available on what effect these retardants have on either local water supplies or the environment.

ANSWER:
I am infonned by my colleague the Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services that the
infonnation available from the Country Fire Authority in response to the Member's question is as follows: This fire was managed by the Department of Natural Resources and Environment. It is more appropriate to refer
this question to the Minister for Conservation and Land Management.

Agriculture and Resources: Barwon Region Water Authority salaries
607. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to the Barwon Regional Water
Authority for each financial year from 1992-93 to 1996--97, what did the Authority spend on - (i)
executive salaries; (ii) travel; (iii) consultancies; (iv) administration salaries; and (v) its internal media or
public relations unit.
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ANSWER:
I am infonned as follows:

(i) Executive Salaries
(ii) Travel
(iii) Consultancies
(iv) Administration Salaries
(v) Public Relations Unit

1992/93
$437,241
$26,342
not available
not available
$416,511

1993/94
$476,734
$15,385
not available
not available
$537,487

1994/95
$452,129
$60,221
$1,142,827
not available
not available

1995/96
$661,276
$33,134
$1,293,683
$118,462
$478,923

1996/97
$653,569
$27,573
$2,038,146
$127,184
$479,068

Note: Where 'not available' is used in the above table the information is not readily accessible and would require
an unreasonable use oftime and resources for it to be provided.

Agriculture and Resources: Central Highlands Region Water Authority salaries
608. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to the Central Highlands Regional
Water Authority for each financial year from 1992-93 to 1996-97, what did the Authority spend on - (i)
executive salaries; (ii) travel; (iii) consultancies; (iv) administration salaries; and (v) its internal media or
public relations unit.

ANSWER:
I am infonned as follows:

(i) Executive Salaries
(iii) Consultancies
(iv) Administration Salaries

1993/94
$423,017
not available
not available

1994/95
$506,198
$277,520
not available

1995/96
$469,620
$535,528
$2,104,000

1996/97
$416,455
$769,366
$1,983,000

Note: For sections (ii) and (v) of the question and in the above table where 'not available' is used, the infonnation
is not readily accessible and would require an unreasonable use of time and resources for it to be provided.

Agriculture and Resources: Coliban Region Water Authority salaries
609. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to the Coliban Regional Water
Authority for each financial year from 1992-93 to 1996-97, what did the Authority spend on - (i)
executive salaries; (ii) travel; (iii) consultancies; (iv) administration salaries; and (v) its internal media or
public relations unit.

ANSWER:
I am infonned as follows:

(i) Executive Salaries
(ii) Travel
(iii) Consultancies
(iv) Administration Salaries
(v) Public Relations Unit

1992/93
$358,010.00
not available
not available
$1,734,000.00
not available

1993/94
$362,790.00
not available
not available
$2,193,000.00
not available

1994/95
$363,739.29
not available
$851,300.00
$2,727,000.00
$186,995.38

1995/96
$475,786.00
$4,343.00
$1,587,000.00
$2,411,000.00
$218,193.17

1996/97
$555,218.00
$5,819.20
$1,848,000.00
$1,620,000.00
$240,777.37

Note: Where 'not available' is used in the above table the information is not readily accessible and would require
an unreasonable use of time and resources for it to be provided.
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Agriculture and Resources: Goulburn-Murray Rural Water Authority salaries
610. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to the Goulburn-Murray Rural Water
Authority for each financial year from 1992-93 to 199Cr-97, what did the Authority spend on - (i)
executive salaries; (ii) travel; (iii) consultancies; (iv) administration salaries; and (v) its internal media or
public relations unit.
ANSWER:

I am informed as follows:
Goulburn-Murray Water became an autonomous Authority on 1 July 1994. Details are provided since that date.
(i) Executive Salaries
(ii) Travel
(iii) Consultancies
(iv) Administration Salaries
(v) Public Relations Unit

1994/95
$495,360
$225,643
$381,968
$2,194,290
$145,500

1995/96
$612,176
$395,087
$408,214
$2,503,630
$149,954

1996/97
$723,861
$405,212
$725,246
$2,531,359
$167,610

Police and Emergency Services: CFA and l\1FB postcodes
615. THE HON. M. M. GOl.J"LD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency SetVices): What postcodes are covered by - (i) the
Country Fire Authority; and (ii) the Metropolitan Fire Brigade.
ANSWER:
I am informed by my colleague the Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency SetVices that the
information available from the Country Fire Authority (CFA) and Metropolitan Fire Brigades (MFB) in response to
the Member's question is as follows: -

The CFA covers the following post code ranges (based on Australia Post's listing received on 23 April 1998):
3029-3030;3059;3063;3064;3076;3089-3091;3093-3097;3099;3111;3113-3116;3138-3140;3152-3156;
3158-3160; 3171-3180; 3196-3201; 3208-3999.
The MFB covers (see attached postcode map):
All of suburb

3000;3002;3004;3005;3011-3013;3015;3016;3018-3020;3022;3023;3025;3026;3031-3034;3036;30393044;3046-3048;3050;3052;3054;3055-3058;3060;3061;3065;3067;3068;3070-3075;3078;3079;3081;
3083-3085;3087;3101-3105;3107;3108;3121-3133;3135;3141-3151;3161-3163;3165-3170;3181-3194;
3202; 3204-3207.
Part of suburb

3062;3049;3045;3038;3021;3028;3029;3195;3172;3106;3090;3093;3094;3088;3082;3076;3114;3136;
3134; 3111; 3109.
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Police and Emergency Services: Metropolitan Fire Brigades staff
616. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): How much money was allocated to
administrative and ancillary staff for each fmancial year from 1992-93 to 1996-97 from the Metropolitan
Fire Brigades' budget.
ANSWER:

I am informed by my colleague the Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services that the
information available from the Metropolitan Fire Brigade in response to the Member's question is as follows: The amount of money allocated to the administrative and ancillary staff for each financial year from 1992-1993 to
1996-97 from the Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board's budget was as follows:

Salaries
On Cost
Total

92/93
$'000
15,719
5,658
21,377

93/94
$'000
13,941
5,295
19,236

94/95
$'000
13,942
4,917
18,859

95/96
$'000
14,285
4,896
19,181

96/97
$'000
14,741
5,197
19,938

Police and Emergency Services: Country Fire Authority staff
617. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): How much money was allocated to
administrative and ancillary staff for each fmancial year from 1992-93 to 1996-97 from the Country Fire
Authority's budget.
ANSWER:

I am informed by my colleague the Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services that the
information available from the Country Fire Authority in response to the Member's question is as follows: Administrative and ancillary staffhas been interpreted to exclude operational staff including communications and
mechanical maintenance staff. The resultant figures include a wide range of technical support staff as well as
managers and administrators.
1992/93
1993/94
1994/95
1995/96
1996/97
Total

SI3,562,000
$13,034,000
SI2,331,000
$12,627,000
$11,186,000
$50,328,000

Police and Emergency Services: Country Fire Authority expenses
618. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): For the 1996-97 financial year what did the
Country Fire Authority spend on - (i) travel; (ii) entertainment expenses; (iii) alcohol; and (iv)
accommodation.
ANSWER:

I am informed by my colleague the Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services that the
information available from the Country Fire Authority in response to the Member's question is as follows: (i) $70,000
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(ii) $41,000 (This includes $16,000 for the Rural Volunteer Association Annual Dinner and $15,000 for the Urban
Volunteer Association Dinner.)
(iii) $10,000 (This includes $7,000 for the Rural & Urban Volunteer Association Annual Dinners for 700
Volunteers.)
(iv) $236,000 (This figure includes $188,000 for training at CF A's Fiskville Training College and excludes some
accommodation incurred by regional technical staff as that information is not readily available and the time and
resources required to provide it are not justified).

Police and Emergency Services: Metropolitan Fire Brigade expenses
619. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): For the 1996-97 fmancial year what did the
Metropolitan Fire Brigade spend on - (i) travel; (ii) entertainment expenses; (iii) alcohol; and (iv)
accommodation.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the information available from the Metropolitan Fire Brigade in response to the Member's
question is as follows:The time and resources required to provide specific expenses is not justified. The information readily available is
detailed below:
For the 1996/97 fmancial year the Metropolitan Fire Brigades (MFB) Board spent $486,781 in travel and
accommodation relating to Board business within Australia. This figure includes travel fares, accommodation,
meals, incidental travel expenses, mileage allowance paid to employees for the use of their private vehicles, meal
allowances and employment award travelling allowances. This figure also includes $333,728 relating to
firefighters' meals and travel allowances and $65,090 relating to airfares for Interstate travel.
For the 1996/97 fmancia1 year the MFB Board spent $59,399 in travel and accommodation relating to Board
business overseas. This figure includes airfares, accommodation, meals and incidental travel expenses. This figure
also includes $27, 282 relating to airfares for overseas travel.
For the 1996/97 fmancial year the MFB Board spent $44,287 in meals and beverages incurred by Board employees
during the course of Board business. This figure includes external relations with board clients, professional bodies
and industry associations; Fire Equipment Services commercial activities,; meals provided at fire scenes, training
courses and staff meetings and Australian Fire Authorities Council, National Fire Protection Association and retired
firefighter functions.

Police and Emergency Services: Metropolitan Fire Brigade advertising
620. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): In relation to the Metropolitan Fire Brigade,
what are the details of all advertising contracts or consultancies for the period 1 April 1996 to 30 June 1996
and for the financial year 1996-97, indicating - (i) the name of the company contracted to perform the
advertising work; (ii) the value of the consultancy or contract; (iii) the nature of the consultancy or contract;
(iv) the duration of the contract or consultancy; and (v) whether tenders were called.

ANSWER:
I am informed by my colleague the Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services that the
information available from the Metropolitan Fire Brigade in response to the Member's question is as follows: -
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The time and resources required to provide detailed infonnation on the nature and duration of contracts and
consultancies is not justified. The infonnation readily available is detailed below.

Period 114/96 - 30/6/96:

Company:
Leeds Media & Communication *
Fire Services Museum ofVic.
Leswork Marketing
David Shave Human Resources
Paxus Aust. Pty. Ltd.
Axis Advertising Pty Ltd
Various - Small Sundry
3 month Total

Amount:
$45,135
$5,000
$4,568
$3,981
$2,507
$8,291
$4,260
$73,742

Period In/96 - 30/6/97:

Company:
Zenith Media
Axis Advertising Pty Ltd
Leeds Media & Communication
Yellow Pages Aust. (FES)
Leswork Marketing (FES)
Riddell Exhibition Promotions
Rotary Club - Nth Brighton (FES)
Event Affairs (FES)
Media Decisions (FES)
Inst -Hospital Engineers
Adval Creative Printing (FES)
Fire Services Museum Vic
Pro Advertising (FES)
Hawthorn Football Club (FES)
David Shave Human Resources(Tender called)
Herald & Weekly Times
Print Bound Pty Ltd
Alien Calendars (FES)
Various - Small Sundry «$1,000)

Total

Amount:
$7,365
$9,880
$49,996
$20,016
$29,699
$2,690
$2,000
$5,400
$8,690
$1,000
$21,000
$5,000
$11,755
$8,700
$16,820
$2,805
$2,950
$5,780
$28,627
$240,173

* The Metropolitan Fire and Emergency Services Board uses the services of Leeds Media for all tender
advertising. Leeds Media have the Victorian State Government Contract.
In respect of the infonnation provided above advertising may include payments for promotional activities, public
relations activities, provision of printed brochures and the like.

Police and Emergency Services: Metropolitan Fire Brigade consultancies
621. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): In relation to the Metropolitan Fire Brigade,
what are the details of all other contracts or consultancies for the period 1 April 1996 to 30 June 1996 and for
the financial year 1996-97, indicating - (i) the name of the company contracted to perfonn the advertising
work; (ii) the value of the consultancy or contract; (iii) the nature of the consultancy or contract; (iv) the
duration of the contract or consultancy; and (v) whether tenders were called.
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A.""lSWER:

I am infonned by my colleague the Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency SeIVices that the
infonnation available from the Metropolitan Fire Brigade in response to the Member's question is as follows: The details of all other consultancies for the period I April 1996 - 30 June 1996 and for the financial year 1996-97
are as follows:
Period 1 April - 30 June 1996:

Nameofthe
Company
Contracted

Value

Morgan & Banks

6,466

Total for 114/9630/6/96

6,466

Nature

Duration

Whether
Tender
Called

Review of HR
Payroll

Total 3 months to
30/6/96

No

$

Period 1 July - 30 June 1997:

Nature

Duration

Whether
Tender
Called

28,946

Workforce Attitude

5 months

No

161,160
28,500

Change Management
Identification of Suitable
Change Manager
'Review' Emergency
Response Delivery
Organisation Change
Process

8 months
1 month

Yes
No

4 months

Yes

1 month

No

Name of the
Company
Contracted

Value

Sheppard Malkic
Consulting
Morgan & Banks
Morgan & Banks
KPMG - Emergency
Services Review
Sedgwick Ltd

138,750

$

Total for 1996/97
Financial Year

6,000

363,356

The time and resources required to provide detailed infonnation on all contracts other than for advertising work
cannot be justified. The infonnation relating to advertising work has been provided in response to Question 620.

Police and Emergency Services: Country Fire Authority advertising
622. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): In relation to the Country Fire Authority,
what are the details of all advertising contracts or consultancies for the period 1 April 1996 to 30 June 1996
and for the financial year 1996-97, indicating - (i) the name of the company contracted to perfonn the
advertising work; (ii) the value of the consultancy or contract; (iii) the nature of the consultancy or contract;
(iv) the duration of the contract or consultancy; and (v) whether tenders were called.
ANSWER:

I am infonned by my colleague the Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services that the
infonnation available from the Country Fire Authority in response to the Member's question is as follows: (i) For the period in question the advertising agency used by the Country Fire Authority was Box Emery and
Partners. This arrangement ended with a letter from CF A dated 23 April 1997. At that time it was decided to
manage advertising 'in-house'.
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(ii) $55,031
(iii) The nature of the consultancy included creative and production work for CFA campaigns.
(iv) An agency agreement was signed on 4 September 1992.
(v) Tenders were called.

Police and Emergency Services: Country Fire Authority consultancies
623. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): In relation to the Country Fire Authority,
what are the details of all other contracts or consultancies for the period I April 1996 to 30 June 1996 and for
the fmancial year 1996-97, indicating - (i) the name of the company contracted to perform the advertising
work; (ii) the value of the consultancy or contract; (iii) the nature of the consultancy or contract; (iv) the
duration of the contract or consultancy; and (v) whether tenders were called.

ANSWER:
I am informed by my colleague the Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services that the
information available from the Country Fire Authority in response to the Member's question is as follows: The time and resources required to provide detailed information on all contracts or consultancies other than for
advertising work cannot be justified. The information relating to advertising work has been provided in response to
Question 622.

Police and Emergency Services: Country Fire Authority staff
624. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): Where and how many effective full-time
(EFT) administration or ancillary staff are employed by the Country Fire Authority outside of metropolitan
Melbourne.
k~SWER:

I am informed by my colleague the Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services that the
information available from the Country Fire Authority in response to the Member's question is as follows: As at March 1998 the Country Fire Authority employed the following numbers of effective full time administration
or ancillary staff in the nominated areas outside of Metropolitan Melbourne.

LOCATION

EFT

Fiskville
Bendigo
Casterton
Hamilton
Colac
Geelong
Warrigal
Sale
Bairnsdale
Seymour
Shepparton
Ballarat
Ararat
Horsham

18
3.5

1.0
2.5

1.0
4.0
1.0
3.0

1.0
1.0
2.5

4.0
1.0
2.4
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EFT
2.0
1.0
2.0
1.5
52.4

LOCATION
Swan hill
Kerang
Wangarntta
Wodonga
TOTALS

Police and Emergency Services: Country Fire.Authority asset disposal
625. THE HOl". M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): What was the value of all Country Fire
Authority assets disposed of in each of the 1992-93,1993-94, 1994-95, 1995-96 and 1996-97 fmancial
years.
ANSWER:
I am informed that the response to the Member's question is as follows: The information requested is publicly available in the relevant annual reports of the Country Fire Authority.

Police and Emergency Services: Metropolitan Fire Brigade asset disposal
626. THE HOl". M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): What was the value of all Metropolitan Fire
Brigade assets disposed of in each of the 1992-93, 1993-94, 1994-95, 1995-96 and 1996-97 financial
years.
ANSWER:
I am informed that the response to the Member's question is as follows: The information requested is publicly available in the relevant annual reports of the Metropolitan Fire Brigade.

Police and Emergency Services: Country Fire Authority brigades and volunteers
627. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): How many Country Fire Authority brigades
and volunteers are there in Victoria.
ANSWER:
I am informed by my colleague the Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services that the
information available from the Country Fire Authority in response to the Member's question is as follows: The Country Fire Authority Annual Report for 1996/97 shows:
Number of Brigades:

1,219

Number of Volunteers:

71,566

Police and Emergency Services: CFA brigades and volunteers
628. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): What are the names of each CFA brigade in
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each Legislative Assembly electorate and how many fIrefIghters, both professional and volunteers, belong to
each.

ANSWER:
I am informed by my colleague the Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services that the
information available from the Country Fire Authority in response to the Member's question is as follows: The time and resources required to provide the information requested cannot be justified. A map of Victoria
showing Country Fire Authority Regional and Area boundaries is attached.

[Map refi"ed to in answer (l page) sent to honourable member and copy tabled in parliamentary library.]

Police and Emergency Services: Metropolitan Fire Brigade defibrillators
630. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): In relation to the Metropolitan Fire Brigade's
decision to train firefIghters in the use of defibrillators - (i) what was the total value of those studies
conducted by the Brigade which supported this decision; (ii) what budgetary amounts have been allocated
from the 1997-98 and 1998-99 budgets for training firefighters in the use of defIbrillators; and (iii) how
much has the Brigade allocated from its 1997-98 and 1998-99 budgets for the purchase of defIbrillators.
ANSWER:
I am informed by my colleague the Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services that the
information available from the Metropolitan Fire Brigade in response to the Member's question is as follows: The Metropolitan Fire and Emergency Services Board (MFESB) has taken several approaches to ensure an
informed decision was made when committing to deliver a First Response capability to the community of
Melbourne.
The research was aimed towards identifying organisations that had long-standing arrangements and experience in
these areas so that the MFESB's system would be developed around world's best practice.

Studies:

Direct MFESB Cost:

Direct studies via three scholarships and
personal studies

$1,000

Indirect Overseas studies (Executive
Development Program Firefighters Exchange,
Corporate Scholarships)

No cost

Subject Matter Expert

$40,000

Overseas Operational Expert

Total Research costs

$8,600

$49,600

(ii) There is no budgetary information specifically on training firefighters on the use of defibrillators. The
budgetary information is for First Responder (Emergency Medical Responder) training as a whole.

1997/98
1998/99

$ 871,000
$6,149,000
$7,020,000

(Note: Includes budgeted payments to an
external training agency and to staff
deployed to be trained and to
operationally cover those being trained).
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(iii) Purchases of defibrillators
1997/98
1998/99

$118,800
$458,700
$577,500

Police and Emergency Services: Metropolitan Fire Brigade contracts
631. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): In relation to the Metropolitan Fire Brigade in
each of the 1992-93, 1993-94, 1994-95, 1995-96 and 1996-97 financial years - (i) what services were
contracted out; (ii) what was the value of the contract; and (iii) were tenders called.
A.~SWER:

I am infonned by my colleague the Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services that the
information available from the Metropolitan Fire Brigade in response to the Member's question is as follows: Information on services contracted out for the relevant financial years is in the attached tables.

SERVICES CONTRACTED OUT IN 1992/93
SERVICE

VALUE ($) PER ANNUM

Testing & Recharging of Mobile Dry Chemical
Extinguishers
117 /92 - 30/6/93

150,000

Removal & Disposal of Trade Waste
118/92 - 30/6/93

40,000

Supply of Fire Fighting Hose
117/92 - 30/6/93

85,000

Supply of Fire Fighting Hose
117/92 - 30/6/93

192,000

Supply of Fleet Management Services
117/92 - 30/6/93

46,000

Placement of Advertisements
119/92 - 30/6/93

10,000

Provision of Cost Control Advice
111193 - 31112/93

50,000

Maintenance for Trident System
117/92 - 30/6/95

17,500

Provision of Cleaning Services
March '93 - February '95

240,000

Hardware & Software Maintenance
1/3/93 - 28/2/94

60,000

Powerhouse Annual Support Services

13,500

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Tuesday, 6 October 1998

COUNCIL

241

SERVICES CONTRACTED OUT IN 1992/93
SERVICE

VALUE ($) PER ANNlJM

31/3/93 - 30/3/98

Tenders were called for all the above.
SERVICES CONTRACTED OUT IN 1993/94
SERVICE

VALUE ($) PER Al\1';1,"M

Hardware & Software Maintenance
1/3/94 - 28/2/95

60,000

Fleet Management Services for :MFESB Passenger Cars
3/11/93 - 2111/94

46,000

Maintenance Contract for Computers
117/93 - 30/6/94

63,000

Comprehensive Maintenance ofF.E.S. Hose Drying Towers
117/93 - 30/6/94

53,000

Comprehensive Maintenance of Boilers
117/93 - 30/6/94

33,000

Maintenance of Motorised Doors
117/93 - 30/6/96

28,500

Comprehensive Maintenance of Air Conditioning Systems
117/93 - 30/6/94

153,000

Removal & Disposal of Trade Waste
117 /93 - 30/6/96

40,000

Supply of Chemical Powder
1/8/93 - 3117/94

17,400

Computer Maintenance Services
1/3/94 - 28/2/95

152,400

Dry Cleaning & Laundry Services

44,500

1/5/94 - 31110/94
General Building Repairs
March 1993 - Feb 1994

80,000

Tenders were called for all the above.
SERVICES CONTRACTED OUT IN 1994/95
SERVICE

VALUE ($) PER A.~-ruM

Dry Cleaning & Laundry Service

130,800

1/9/94 - 31110/95
Garment Rental & Dry Cleaning Service
1/9/94 - 31/10/95

62,000
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SERVICES CONTRACTED OUT IN 1994/95
SERVICE

VALUE ($) PER ANNUM

Servicing of Operational Fire Hose
117/94 - 30/6/95

30,000

Delivery of petty cash to various locations

30,000

Maintenance Service at the Fire Alarm Monitoring Network
117/94 - 30/6/97

120,000

Removal of Trade Waste from MFESB locations
117/94 - 30/6/96

45,000

Maintenance & Servicing of motorised and manually
operated doors
117/94 - 30/6/95

40,000

Comprehensive Maintenance to various MFESB locations
117 /94 - 30/6/95

190,000

Comprehensive maintenance of steam boiler including BA
Tunnel equipment
117/94 - 30/6/95

39,100

Comprehensive Maintenance ofF.E.S. Hose Drying Tower
117/94 - 30/6/95

54,000

Preventative Maintenance of all hose DryingfTraining
Towers
117/94 - 30/6/95

28,000

Cleaning Services
April '95 - March '97

241,000

Maintenance of Fire Alarm Monitoring Network
117/94 - 30/6/97

112,000

Preventative Maintenance ofF.E.S. Hose Drying

54,000

Tenders were called for all the above.
SERVICES CONTRACTED OUT IN 1995/96
SERVICE

VALUE ($) PER ANNUM

Hot Fire Simulator

503,700

Consultancy - Maintenance Schedule

27,540

Roof Restoration at Eastern Hill

221,900

Supply of Tyres for Heavy Vehicles

194,200

Manufacture of Uniforms and Workdress

400,000

Dry Cleaning & Laundry Service for Operational Personnel

154,000
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SERVICES CONTRACTED OUT IN 1995/96
VALUE ($) PER ANNUM

SERVICE

1/3/96 - 31110/97
Removal & Disposal of Trade Waste
117/95 - 30/6/97

106,000

Hardware & Software Maintenance
1/5/96 - 30/4/97

116,000

Supply of Extinguishers
117/95 - 30/6/98

50,000

Preparation of Telecommunications Strategic Plan
Sept 1995 (4 months)

60,000

Courier Services
July 1995 - June 1996

57,000

Supply of Resuscitation Kits

169,420 (total)

T enders were called for all the above.
SERVICES CONTRACTED OUT IN 1996/97
SERVICE

VALUE ($) PER ANNUM

Courier Services
117/96 - 30/6/97

25,000

Recruitment Services

700,000

1/10/97 - 30/9/98
Supply & Delivery of Stationery Items
118/96 - 3117/99

140,000

Supply & Delivery of Printed Matter
117197 - 30/6/99

165,000

Supply & Delivery of Consumable Items
117/97 - 3115/99

224,000

Collection of General & Medical Waste
117/96 - 30/9/97

76,000

Electrical Maintenance ofMFESB Properties

30,000

111197 - 111199
Training in 0 H & S First Aid
116/97 - 3115/98

86,180

Total Garment Management, including manufactured
garments and proprietary Lines

1,080,000

Fleet Management Services
117/97 - 31112/98

30,000
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SERVICES CONTRACTED OUT ~ 1996/97
SERVICE

VALUE (S) PER ANNLM

Provision of Cleaning Services

247,000

117197 - 30/6/99
Provision of Cleaning Services

51,000

117/97 - 30/6/99
Programmed Electrical Maintenance Central/Southern Zones

40,000

6/1197 - 5/1199
Programmed Electrical Maintenance - NorthemlWestem
Zones

30,000

30/6/97 - 30/6/99

Provision of Training Occupational First Aid
Commencing 1 June 1997

86,680 (146 courses)

Records Management Consultancy
116/97 - 3118/97

13,320 (total)

Supply of Bulk Fuel and Shellcard
(Victorian State Government Contract)

200,000

Tenders were called for all the above except for the supply of bulk fuel and Shellcard which are part of a
State Government contract.

Police and Emergency Services: Country Fire Authority contracts
632. THE HON. M. M. GOlJLD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): In relation to the Country Fire Authority in
each of the 1992-93, 1993-94, 1994-95, 1995-96 and 1996--97 financial years - (i) what services were
contracted out; (ii) what was the value of the contract; and (iii) were tenders called.
ANSWER:
I am informed that the information available from the Country Fire Authority in response to the Honourable
Member's question is as follows: -

Services Contracted Out in 1992193
Service

Value ($) per Annum

Cleaning Services

S32,000

Services Contracted Out in 1993194
Service

Value ($) per Annum

Cleaning Services
Internal Audit services

S32,000
S14l,000

Services Contracted Out in 1994/95
Service

Value ($) per Annum

Cleaning Services
Internal Audit services

534,000
5344,000
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Senices Contracted Out in 1995/96
Senice

Value ($) per Annum

Cleaning Services
Internal Audit services
Fleet management services

$34,000
$428,000
$43,000

Senices Contracted Out in 1996/97
Senice

Value ($) per Annum

Cleaning services
Internal Audit
Fleet management services
Community Support Facilitators

$45,000
$263,000
$34,000
$1,337,000

Tenders were called for all the above.

Agriculture and Resources: Sunraysia Rural Water Authority
652. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to Sunraysia Rural Water Authority(i) what are the names of current Authority members; (ii) what is each member's current level of
remuneration; (iii) what consultants were engaged during 1996-97 and what was the purpose of each
consultancy; and (iv) what was the value of each consultancy.

A.NSWER:
I am informed that:
(i) The names of the current Board members of Sunraysia Rural Water Authority are:
Richard Wells, Edward Warhurst, Barrie McMillan, Doreen Goullet, Dougal Leslie and Stan Pickering.
(ii) It is accepted practice that in the interests of personal confidentiality it is inappropriate for information about
individuals to be revealed. However, I am able to provide the salary ranges within which Members'
remuneration falls and the number of Members who fall within that range.
5 members SlO,OOO - $19,999 range
1 member S30,000 - $39,999 range
(iii) & (iv)
Details of consultancy expenditure along the lines requested by the Honourable Member are contained in
Sunraysia Rural Water Authority's annual report.

Agriculture and Resources: Western Water
653. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to Western Water- (i) what are the
names ofthe current members; (ii) what is each member's current level of remuneration; (iii) what
consultants were engaged during 1996-97 and what was the purpose of each consultancy; and (iv) what was
the value of each consultancy.

A.1IIJSWER:
I am informed that:
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(i) The names of the current Board members of Western Water are:
Don Clark, Keith Levey, Colin Barlow, John Wauchope, Peter Lewinsky, Jocelyn Williams and Margaret
Wood.
(ii) It is accepted practice that in the interests of personal confidentiality it is inappropriate for information about
individuals to be revealed. However, I am able to provide the salary ranges within which Members'
remuneration falls and the number of Members who fall within that range.
6 members $10,000 - $19,999 range
1 member $30,000 - $39,999 range
(iii) & (iv)
Details of consultancy expenditure along the lines requested by the Honourable Member are contained in
Western Water's annual report.

Agriculture and Resources: Westemport Region Water Authority
654. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to Westernport Regional Water
Authority - (i) what are the names of current Authority members; (ii) what is each member's current level
of remuneration; (iii) what consultants were engaged during 1996-97 and what was the purpose of each
consultancy; and (iv) what was the value of each consultancy.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
(i) The names of the current Board members of Westernport Regional Water Authority are:
Anthony Zoanetti, Clyde Paterson, John Swan, Raymon Greenwood and Pamela Cameron.
(ii) It is accepted practice that in the interests of personal confidentiality it is inappropriate for information about
individuals to be revealed. However, I am able to provide the salary ranges within which Members'
remuneration falls and the number of Members who fall within that range.
4 members $10,000 - $19,999 range
1 member $20,000 - $29,999 range
(iii) & (iv)
Details of consultancy expenditure along the lines requested by the Honourable Member are contained in
Westernport Water's annual report.

Agriculture and Resources: Wimmera-Mallee Water
655. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to Wimmera-Mallee Water - (i) what
are the names of the current members; (ii) what is each member's current level of remuneration; (iii) what
consultants were engaged during 1996-97 and what was the purpose of each consultancy; and (iv) what was
the value of each consultancy.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
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(i) The names of the current Board members ofWimmera-Mallee Water are:
GoffLetts, Cbris Hewitt, lan Sinclair, Lance Netherway, Bill Sutton, Janice Sudholz and William Pryor.
(ii) It is accepted practice that in the interests of personal confidentiality it is inappropriate for information about
individuals to be revealed. However, I am able to provide the salary ranges within which Members'
remuneration falls and the number of Members who fall within that range.
6 members $10,000 - $19,999 range
1 member $40,000 - $49,999 range
(iii) & (iv)
Details of consultancy expenditure along the lines requested by the Honourable Member are contained in
Wimmera-Mallee Water's annual report.

Agriculture and Resources: Barwon Region Water Authority
656.

THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to Barwon Regional Water
Authority - (i) what are the names of current Authority members; (ii) what is each member's current level
of remuneration; (iii) what consultants were engaged during 1996-97 and what was the purpose of each
consultancy; and (iv) what was the value of each consultancy.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:

(i) The names of the current Board members ofBarwon Regional Water Authority are:
Frank De Stefano, David Fraser, Harry Peeters, lan Inglis, Lawrie Baker, Robert Riordan, Catherine Roth and
Neil Stewart.
(ii) It is accepted practice that in the interests of personal confidentiality it is inappropriate for information about
individuals to be revealed. However, I am able to provide the salary ranges within which Members'
remuneration falls and the number of Members who fall within that range.
8 members $20,000 - $29,999
1 member $40,000 - $49,999
(iii) & (iv)
Details of consultancy expenditure along the lines requested by the Honourable Member are contained in
Barwon Regional Water Authority's annual report.

Treasurer: Gas and Fuel Corporation consultants
659.

THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Treasurer): In relation to the Gas and Fuel Corporation - (i) how many consultants were employed in
1996-97; (ii) what was the value of these consultancies in 1995-96 and 1996-97; and (iii) what are the
names of these consultants.

ANSWER:
The answer supplied by the Treasurer is :
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Information relating to consultancies commissioned by the Gas and Fuel Corporation for the years sought may be
found in the respective annual reports of that company.

Education: advertising
682. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Education): In respect of each department, agency and authority within his administration, what
are the details of all advertising campaigns for the 1996-97 financial year, indicating the - (i) purpose and
total costs of each campaign; and (ii) total advertising budget in his ministerial portfolio for that year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The answer to this question has been incorporated within the response to Legislative Council Question 771, a copy
of which is attached.

Agriculture and Resources: advertising
686. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In respect of each department, agency and
authority within his administration, what are the details of all advertising campaigns for the 1996-97
financial year, indicating the - (i) purpose and total costs of each campaign; and (ii) total advertising budget
in his ministerial portfolio for that year.

ANSWER:
The Honourable Member is referred to the response to Question on Notice numbered 770.

Premier: Food Industry Advisory Committee
692. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Premier): In relation to the Food Industry Advisory Committee - (i) who are the
current members of the Committee; (ii) what was the date of each member's appointment; (iii) what was the
basis of each member's appointment; and (iv) what is the remuneration level of each member.

ANSWER:
The Food Industry Advisory Committee is not administered within the Premier's portfolio.

Agriculture and Resources: City West Water
694. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to the City West Water Authority - (i)
who are the current members of the Authority; (ii) what is each member's current level of remuneration; (iii)
what consultants were engaged during 1996-97 and what was the purpose of each consultancy; and (iv)
what was the value of each consUltancy.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
(i) The names of the current Board members of City West Water Authority are:
Don Swan, John Shergold, Nora Scheinkestel and Rita Compton
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(ii) It is accepted practice that in the interests of personal confidentiality it is inappropriate for information about
individuals to be revealed. However, I am able to provide the salary ranges within which Members'
remuneration falls and the number of Members who fall within that range.
3 members $30,000 - $39,999 range
1 member $60,000 - $69,999 range
(iii) & (iv)

In accordance with Office of Public Sector :Management, Department of Premier and Cabinet guidelines a
consultancy has been interpreted as referring to consultancies which by their nature are short term and job
specific, ie the temporary engagement of an organisation or individual to provide services of a profeSsional
nature in respect of a particular project The hiring of casual, contract or temporary staff to work under
direction or supervision in a department, agency or authority is deemed to be not a consultancy, but a contract.
Only the information readily accessible has been supplied

In line with the accepted practice for annual reporting, details are provided only for those consultancies in
excess of $ 100,000 each. Those consultancies below $100,000 each are aggregated and the total cost only
provided.
In 1996-97 City West Water had five consultancies in excess of$100,000:
Name
Ambidji
Coopers & Lybrand
Logical Technology
Meg Robertson Design
Price Waterhouse Urwick

Purpose
Project Management Services
Financial Services
Information Technology Services
Corporate Services
Information Technology Services

Value
$157,000
$100,000
$144,000
$157,600
$138,000

There were 45 consultancies each costing less than $100,000 undertaken for various purposes and totalling
$1,225,443.

Agriculture and Resources: East Gippsland Region Water Authority
695. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to the East Gippsland Region Water
Authority - (i) who are the current members of the Authority; (ii) what is each member's current level of
remuneration; (iii) what consultants were engaged during 1996-97 and what was the purpose of each
consultancy; and (iv) what was the value of each consultancy.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
(i) The names of the current Board members of East Gippsland Region Water Authority are:
Donald Macarthur, Graham Young, William Flannagan, George Kermode, Richard McDowell, Alison Tanner
and Duncan Malcolm.
(ii) It is accepted practice that in the interests of personal confidentiality it is inappropriate for information about
individuals to be revealed However, I am able to provide the salary ranges within which Members'
remuneration falls and the number of Members who fall within that range.
6 members $10,000 - $19,999 range
1 member $20,000 - $29,999 range
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(iii) & (iv)
Details of consultancy expenditure along the lines requested by the Honourable Member are contained in East
Gippsland Region Water Authority's annual report.

Agriculture and Resources: Gippsland Water
696. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to Gippsland Water - (i) who are the
current members; (ii) what is each member's current level of remuneration; (iii) what consultants were
engaged during 1996-97 and what was the purpose of each consultancy; and (iv) what was the value of each
consultancy.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:

(i) The names of the current Gippsland Water members are:
Donald Macarthur, Graeme lackson, Krystyn Rejmer, Tom Wallace and Bruce Warr.
(ii) It is accepted practice that in the interests of personal confidentiality it is inappropriate for information about
individuals to be revealed. However, I am able to provide the salary ranges within which Members'
remuneration falls and the number of Members who fall within that range.
4 members $10,000 - $19,999 range
1 member $40,000 - $49,999 range
(iii) & (iv)
In accordance with Office of Public Sector Management, Department of Premier and Cabinet guidelines a
consultancy has been interpreted as referring to consultancies which by their nature are short term and job

specific, ie the temporary engagement of an organisation or individual to provide services of a professional
nature in respect of a particular project. The hiring of casual, contract or temporary staff to work under
direction or supervision in a department, agency or authority is deemed to be not a consultancy, but a contract.
Only the information readily accessible has been supplied In line with the accepted practice for annual
reporting, details are provided only for those consultancies in excess of $1 00,000 each. Those consultancies
below $100,000 each are aggregated and the total cost only provided.
In 1996-97 Gippsland Water had six consultancies in excess of$loo,OOO:

Name
Central Treasury & Finance
Change Alliance
GSS Asia Pacific
Gutteridge Haskins & Davey Pty Ltd
Tolitech Pty Ltd
Votar Partners

Purpose
Financial Services
Financial Services
Engineering Services
Engineering Services
Corporate Services
Financial Services

Value
$235,303
$142,096
$168,251
$174,732
$105,000
$402,394

There were 27 consultancies each costing less than $100,000 undertaken for various purposes and totalling
$785,260.

Agriculture and Resources: Glenelg Water
697. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to Glenelg Water- (i) who are the
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current members; (ii) what is each member's current level of remuneration; (iii) what consultants were
engaged during 1996-97 and what was the purpose of each consultancy; and (iv) what was the value of each
consultancy.
A.NSWER:

I am informed that:
(i) The names of the current Board members ofGlenelg Water are:
Kevin Porter, Robert Greene, Timothy Hutton, Helen Morrison, Graeme Rodger, Robert Menzel and Sandra
Adarns.
(ii) It is accepted practice that in the interests of personal confidentiality it is inappropriate for information about
individuals to be revealed However, I am able to provide the salary ranges within which Members'
remuneration falls and the number of Members who fall within that range.
6 members SO - $9,999 range
1 member $10,000 - $19,999 range
(iii) & (iv)
Details of consultancy expenditure along the lines requested by the Honourable Member are contained in
Glenelg Water's annual report.

Agriculture and Resources: Goulburn Valley Water
698.

THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to Goulburn Valley Water - (i) who
are the current members; (ii) what is each member's current level of remuneration; (iii) what consultants
were engaged during 1996-97 and what was the pUIpOse of each consultancy; and (iv) what was the value of
each consultancy.

A.NSWER:
I am informed that:
(i) The names of the current Board members of Goulbum Valley Water are:
Barry O'Sullivan, John Gray, John Gunn, Mark Lawlor, Mijo Darveniza, Peter Hann, Peter Johnson, Stuart
Pickworth, Jennifer Houghton and Margaret Moss
(ii) It is accepted practice that in the interests of personal confidentiality it is inappropriate for information about
individuals to be revealed However, I am able to provide the salary ranges within which Members'
remuneration falls and the number of Members who fall within that range.
9 members $10,000 - $19,999 range
1 member $30,000 - $39,999 range
(iii) & (iv)

In accordance with Office of Public Sector Management, Department of Premier and Cabinet guidelines a
consultancy has been interpreted as referring to consultancies which by their nature are short term and job
specific, ie the temporary engagement of an organisation or individual to provide services of a professional
nature in respect of a particular project. The hiring of casual, contract or temporary staff to work under
direction or supervision in a department, agency or authority is deemed to be not a consultancy, but a contract.
Only the infonnation readily accessible has been supplied.
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In line with the accepted practice for annual reporting, details are provided only for those consultancies in
excess of $ 100,000 each. Those consultancies below $100,000 each are aggregated and the total cost only
provided.
In 1996-97 Goulbum Valley Water had no consultancies in excess of$100,000.
There were 13 consultancies each costing less than $100,000 undertaken for various purposes and totalling
$157,010.

Agriculture and Resources: Goulburn--Murray Water
699. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to Goulbum-Murray Water - (i) who
are the current members; (ii) what is each member's current level of remuneration; (iii) what consultants
were engaged during 1996-97 and what was the purpose of each consultancy; and (iv) what was the value of
each conSUltancy.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
(i) The names of the current Board members of Goulbum-Murray Water are:
Ian Evans, John Dainton, Ken Pattison, Neil Lowe, Peter Ross-Edwards, Stephen Mills and Don Little.
(ii) It is accepted practice that in the interests of personal confidentiality it is inappropriate for information about
individuals to be revealed. However, I am able to provide the salary ranges within which Members'
remuneration falls and the number of Members who fall within that range.
6 members $20,000 - $29,999
1 member $50,000 - $59,999
(iii) & (iv)
Details of consultancy expenditure along the lines requested by the Honourable Member are contained in
Goulbum-Murray Water's annual report.

Agriculture and Resources: Grampians Region Water Authority
700.

THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to the Grampians Region Water
Authority - (i) who are the current members of the Authority; (ii) what is each member's current level of
remuneration; (iii) what consultants were engaged during 1996-97 and what was the purpose of each
consultancy; and (iv) what was the value of each consultancy.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
(i) The names of the current Grampians Region Water Authority members are:
Ben Bentley, Gary Hargreaves, Malcolm Taylor, Peter Cleverly, Peter Vogel, Jillian Courts, Ted McCabe and
Lyn Harrison.
(ii) It is accepted practice that in the interests of personal confidentiality it is inappropriate for information about
individuals to be revealed. However, I am able to provide the salary ranges within which Members'
remuneration falls and the number of Members who fall within that range.
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7 members $10,000 - $19,999 range
1 member $30,000 - $39,999 range

(iii) & (iv)
Details of consultancy expenditure along the lines requested by the Honourable Member are contained in
Grampians Region Water Authority's annual report.

Agriculture and Resources: Lower Murray Region Water Authority
THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to the Lower Murray Region Water
Authority - (i) who are the current members of the Authority; (ii) what is each member's current level of
remuneration; (iii) what consultants were engaged during 1996-97 and what was the purpose of each
consultancy; and (iv) what was the value of each consultancy.

702.

ANSWER:
I am infonned that:
(i) The names of the current Lower Murray Region Water Authority members are:
Brian Joy, Frank Smith, Alison McTaggart, Luigi Basile, Michael Tilley and Patrick Hunt.
(ii) It is accepted practice that in the interests of personal confidentiality it is inappropriate for information about
individuals to be revealed. However, I am able to provide the salary ranges within which Members'
remuneration falls and the number of Members who fall within that range.
5 members $10,000 - $19,999 range
1 member $30,000 - $39,999 range
(iii) & (iv)
Details of consultancy expenditure along the lines requested by the Honourable Member are contained in
Lower Murray Region Water Authority's annual report.

Agriculture and Resources: Melbourne Water
703.

THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to Melbourne Water - (i) who are the
CUIrent members; (ii) what is each member's current level of remuneration; (iii) what consultants were
engaged during 1996-97 and what was the purpose of each consultancy; and (iv) what was the value of each
consultancy.

A.~SWER:

I am infonned that:
(i) The names of the current Melbourne Water members are:
Anthony Browne, Roy Gilbert, Judith King, Baard Solnordal and Coos Stewart.
(ii) It is accepted practice that in the interests of personal confidentiality it is inappropriate for information about
individuals to be revealed. However, I am able to provide the salary ranges within which Members'
remuneration falls and the number of Members who fall within that range.
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4 members $30,000 - $39,999 range
1 member $60,000 - $69,999 range
(iii) & (iv)
Details of consultancy expenditure along the lines requested by the Honourable Member are contained in
Melbourne Water's annual report.

Agriculture and Resources: Mid-Goulburn Regional Water Board
704. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to the Mid-Goulbum Regional Water
Board - (i) who are the current members of the Board; (ii) what is each member's current level of
remuneration; (iii) what consultants were engaged during 1996--97 and what was the purpose of each
consultancy; and (iv) what was the value of each consultancy.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Parts (i) and (ii) are no longer relevant as the Mid-Goulbum Regional Water Board has been disbanded.
(iii) & (iv)
Details of consultancy expenditure along the lines requested by the Honourable Member are contained in MidGoulbum Regional Water Board's annual report.

Agriculture and Resources: Otway Region Water Authority
70S. THE HON. M. M. GOIJLD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to the Otway Region Water
Authority - (i) who are the current members of the Authority; (ii) what is each member's current level of
remuneration; (iii) what consultants were engaged during 1996-97 and what was the purpose of each
consultancy; and (iv) what was the value of each consultancy.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Parts (i) and (ii) are no longer relevant as the Otway Region Water Authority has been disbanded.
(iii) & (iv)
Details of consultancy expenditure along the lines requested by the Honourable Member are contained in
Otway Region Water Authority's annual report.

Agriculture and Resources: Portland Coast Region Water Authority
707. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to the Portland Coast Region Water
Authority - (i) who are the current members of the Authority; (ii) what is each member's current level of
remuneration; (iii) what consultants were engaged during 1996--97 and what was the purpose of each
consultancy; and (iv) what was the value of each consultancy.
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ANSWER:

I am informed that:
(i) The names of the current Portland Coast Region Water Authority members are:
Robert Menzel, Lloyd Haslehurst, Douglas Allan, Elizabeth Gee, Graeme Rodger, Sandra Adams and Robert
Loch.
(ii) It is accepted practice that in the interests of personal confidentiality it is inappropriate for information about
individuals to be revealed However, I am able to provide the salary ranges within which Members'
remuneration falls and the number of Members who fall within that range.
6 members $0 - $ 9,999 range
1 member $10,000 - $19,999 range
(iii) & (iv)
Details of consultancy expenditure along the lines requested by the Honourable Member are contained in
Portland Coast Region Water Authority's annual report.

Agriculture and Resources: South East Water
708. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to South East Water Ltd - (i) who are
the current members; (ii) what is each member's current level of remuneration; (iii) what consultants were
engaged during 1996-97 and what was the purpose of each consultancy; and (iv) what was the value of each
consultancy.
A.NSWER:

I am informed that:
(i) The names of the current South East Water Ltd members are:

Alan Molyneux, Barry Ireland, John Phillips, Richard Charlton, Russell Cooper and Marilyn Anderson
(ii) It is accepted practice that in the interests of personal confidentiality it is inappropriate for information about
individuals to be revealed. However, I am able to provide the salary ranges within which Members'
remuneration falls and the number of Members who fall within that range.
5 members $30,000 - $39,999 range
1 member $60,000 - $69,999 range
(iii) & (iv)
The details of consultancies are not readily available.

Agriculture and Resources: South Gipsland Region Water Authority
709. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to the South Gippsland Region Water
Authority - (i) who are the current members of the Authority; (ii) what is each member's current level of
remuneration; (iii) what consultants were engaged during 1996-97 and what was the purpose of each
consultancy; and (iv) what was the value of each consultancy.
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ANSWER:
I am informed that:
(i) The names of the current South Gippsland Region Water Authority members are:
Llew Vale, Gary Wilkie, Graeme Jackson, Noel Deed, Derek Bunyan and Eleanor Underwood
(ii) It is accepted practice that in the interests of personal confidentiality it is inappropriate for information about
individuals to be revealed. However, I am able to provide the salary ranges within which Members'
remuneration falls and the number of Members who fall within that range.
5 members $10,000 - $19,999 range
1 member $20,000 - $29,999 range
(iii) & (iv)
Details of consultancy expenditure along the lines requested by the Honourable Member are contained in South
Gippsland Region Water Authority's annual report.

Agriculture and Resources: South West Water
710. THE HON. M. M. GOULD -

To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to South West Water - (i) who are the
current members; (ii) what is each member's current level of remuneration; (iii) what consultants were
engaged during 199fr-97 and what was the purpose of each consultancy; and (iv) what was the value of each
consultancy.

A.~SWER:

I am informed that:
(i) The names of the current South West Water members are:
Alistair Gleeson, William Pitts, Graeme Rodger, Neville Smith, Robert Menzel, Sandra Adarns and Marie
Thomton.
(ii) It is accepted practice that in the interests of personal confidentiality it is inappropriate for information about
individuals to be revealed. However, I am able to provide the salary ranges within which Members'
remuneration falls and the number of Members who fall within that range.
6 members $10,000 - $19,999 range
1 member $20,000 - $29,999 range
(iii) & (iv)
Details of consultancy expenditure along the lines requested by the Honourable Member are contained in South
West Water's annual report.

Agriculture and Resources: Southern Rural Water
711. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to Southern Rural Water- (i) who are
the current members; (ii) what is each member's current level ofremuneration; (iii) what consultants were
engaged during 199fr-97 and what was the purpose of each consultancy; and (iv) what was the value of each
consultancy.
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ANSWER:

I am informed that:
(i) The names of the current Southern Rural Water Board members are:
Allan Pappin, Gregory Walsh, Patrick Foster, John Nicol, John Tilleard, Robert Noble, Geoffrey Crick, Joan
Liley and David Koch.
(ii) It is accepted practice that in the interests of personal confidentiality it is inappropriate for information about
individuals to be revealed. However, I am able to provide the salary ranges within which Members'
remuneration falls and the number of Members who fall within that range.
7 members $10,000 - $19,999 range
1 member $20,000 - $29,999 range
1 member $30,000 - $39,999 range
(iii) & (iv)

Details of consultancy expenditure along the lines requested by the Honourable Member are contained in
Southern Rural Water's annual report.

Gaming: media research
715. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Gaming: In respect of each
department, agency and authority within his administration, what are the details of all media research and
public opinion polling conducted in 1996-97, including - (i) the title of each poll or item of research; (ii)
the date approved and the duration of the contract; (iii) the cost; (iv) the personnel or company conducting
the project; (v) whether the contract was put to tender; (vi) recommendations made; and (vii) any actions
taken by the department, agency, authority or Minister.
ANSWER:

(i) The following six research projects, which incorporated public opinion quantification elements, were
conducted by the Victorian Casino and Gaming Authority during this time as part of its research program:
1.

Social and Economic Effects of Electronic Gaming Machines on Non-Metropolitan Communities.

2.

Patron Profile of a Major Casino Operating in a Metropolitan Environment.

3. Older People and Gambling.
4.

Fifth Community Gambling Patterns Survey Combined With Second Positive and Negative Perceptions of
Gambling Survey.

5. Impact of Electronic Gaming Machines on Small Rural Communities.
6.

Impact of Gaming Venues on Inner City Municipalities

(ii) The date of approval and duration of the contracts is respectively:
Date Approved
1 23/4/97

2.
3.

4.
5.
6.

19111196
25/3/97
5/8/97
13/5/97
23/5/97

Contract Duration

13 weeks
59 weeks
10 weeks
12 weeks
18 weeks
13 weeks
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(iii) The cost of each of these projects to 31 March 1998 is respectively:
1. $137,500
2. $61,100

3.
4.
5.
6.

$55,000
$84,917
$63,500
$107,600

(iv) The personnel or company conducting these projects was respectively:
1. Deak.in Human Services Australia, Deakin University and the Melbourne Institute of Applied Economic
and Social Research, the University ofMelboume.
2.

Hames Sharley.

3. Roy Morgan Research.
4.

Market Solutions and Mark Dickerson

5.

Hames Sharley.

6. Melbourne Institute of Applied Economic and Social Research, the University of Melbourne; and Deakin
Human Services Australia, Deakin University, with the National Institute of Economic and Industry
Research.
(v) All projects were put to public tender.
(vi) No recommendations were made by the contracted companies.
(vii)The Authority has released all reports as part of its statutory obligations to conduct research into the social and
economic impact of gambling. I consider each report in the context of gaming policy.

Planning and Local Government: ministerial expenses
731. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Minister for Planning and Local Government): What are the details of expenses of the office of the Minister
for the period 1 March 1997 to 30 June 1997.

ANSWER:
Expenses incurred for the Office of the Minister for Planning and Local Government for the period 1 March 1997
to 30 June 1997 are:
Salaries and on-costs:
Minister's Office operating expenses:

S195,951.00
$24,767.07

Conservation and Land Management: Land Titles Office, Ballarat
749. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): How many people were employed in
the Land Titles Office in Ballarat during the 1993-94, 1994-95, 1995-96 and 1996-97 financial years and
how many were employed in the Office as at January 1998.
A.~SWER:

I am informed that:
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The number of people employed in the Land Titles Office in Ballarat for the requested periods is as follows:
1993-94
1994-95
1995-96
1996-97
January 1998

10
10
9
8
4

Additional people were employed in the imaging centre from 1993 until January 1998 when their core function was
completed.

Agriculture and Resources: advertising
770. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In respect of each department, agency and
authority within his administration, what are the details of all advertising campaigns for the 1995-96 and
1996-97 fmancial years, indicating - (i) the purpose and total costs of each campaign; and (ii) the total
advertising budget in his ministerial portfolio for these fmancial years.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of advertising campaigns for the 1995-96 financial year were supplied in response to Question on Notice
number 1046 on 8 April 1997, a copy of which is attached.
Details which are readily available of the cost and purpose of advertising campaigns for the 1996-97 financial year
undertaken by the Department and agencies and authorities within the portfolio are listed below. The time and
resources required to provide further information cannot be justified.
Information about the total advertising budget within the Agriculture and Resources portfolio is not able to be
provided because not all agencies and authorities have a specific allocation for advertising which is distinct from
their other operations.

Department!Agency/Authority
Department of Natural Resources &
Environment

Purpose

•
•
•
•

•
•

•

•
Barwon Water
Central Highlands Water

•

•
•
•

•
•
•

•

Science Awards - print campaign calling for applicants
Agricultural Industries - promotion of the Ag & Food
Initiative
Promotion of Farm Chemical Users Course
Weeds print and radio campaign to raise awareness and
seek grant applicants
Fire radio campaign to raise farmer awareness
World Environment Day campaign to raise community
awareness
Rabbit Buster campaign to promote rabbit control and
seek grant applicants
Good Neighbour campaign to promote the program
and seek grant applicants
General radio campaign
Beach program - joint campaign with Councils
Formation of Customer Liaison Group
Prices advertising
National Water Week
Encouraging effective water use over summer
Water catchment protection grants
Water quality update

Cost
$8,000.00
$5,000.00
$2,000.00
$61,300.00
$12,120.00
$4,500.00
$2,200.00
$32,787.00
$9,000.00
$7,500.00
$2,686.00
$1,556.00
$4,242.00
$12,939.00
$1,296.00
$1,154.00
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Department!Agency/Authority

Purpose

Coliban Water

• Environmental issues focusing on Coliban Water's
expertise in wastewater management
• Water conservation program promoting customer
awareness
Galaxy Energy Awards
Accounts and new tariff explanations and tariff notices
• Public information nights
Coastal Advisory Committee
• Special days ie World Environment Day
• Sale Pool Party - 25th anniversary celebrations
• World Day for Water - conservation campaign
• Water cycle public education & development
• Water Week
Water conservation campaign
Water wise campaign
Water watch - water monitoring
• Water Expo
• Regional show stand
Community radio announcements
• Television commercials
- nature strips
- being water wise
Advertising focussed on supporting education and industry
development. Major activities involved:
• Royal Agricultural Show
Melbourne International Flower & Garden Show
• Fresh Product '97 trade exhibition
• Industry conferences
Retailer of the MonthN ear
Florist Support Programs
Care
About the Bay campaign
•
• Promotion of display at Scienceworks Museum
National Water Week
• Navel Sweethearts - promotion of net bags of navels
• National promotion of Citrus
Valencia Sweethears - promotion of net bags of
Valencias
Grapefruit
campaign
•
• Korumburra-Leongatha wastewater management
project
National water week
• $25 million capital works projects & tariff decrease
Tariff reform advertising
National Water Week
• Backlog sewer schemes
Facility open days
• Wastewater treatment plant opening
Ethnic advertising to invite Meat Transport Vehicle owners
to attend seminars for licencing

Energy Efficiency Victoria
Gippsland Water

•
•

Goulburn Valley Water

•
•
•

Lower Murray Water

Cost
$14,900.00 I
I

$12,300.00
$16,085.00
$9,399.68
$1,652.80
$1,342.38
$939.72
$1,500.00
$1,080.00
$13,207.00
$4,395.00
$4,324.00
$2,022.00
$2,124.00
$19,336.00

•

Melbourne Market Authority

$511,000.00

•

•
•

Melbourne Water

•

Murray Valley Citrus Marketing
Board

•

South Gippsland Water

•

South West Water

•
•

S 173,600.00
$113,752.00
$10,750.00
$62,274.00
$52,164.00
$105,782.00
$25,807.00
S2,090.50
$1,500.00
$1,000.00
Total
$55,024.00

•

Victorian Meat Authority

$8,975.00

I

I
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DepartmentiAgency/Authority

Purpose

Victorian Strawberry Industry
Development Committee

Campaign to promote the handling, storage and use of
Victorian strawberries via press, radio and television, colour
recipe leaflets, give-aways and demonstrations.
• Weelcly water bulletin
• Water week

Westernport Water

261

Cost
$71,200.00

$2,998.00
$90.00

[Hansard Reference: Legislative Council, Vo1435. 8 April 1997, page 1421J

Education: advertising
771. THE BON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Education): In respect of each department, agency and authority within his administration, what
are the details of all advertising campaigns for the 1995-96 and 199~97 fmancial years, indicating - (i) the
purpose and total costs of each campaign; and (ii) the total advertising budget in his ministerial portfolio for
these fmancial years.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(i) The following campaigns were conducted to launch and provide information to the public about policy
initiatives. 1995-96: Keys to Life - $508,965; Classrooms ofthe Future - $309,995; Understanding Australia$166,266; VCE Excellence Exhibitions - $5,595; and Procedures for Opening New Schools - $812.1996-97:
Education Awareness Campaign during Education Week - $79,142; VCE Excellence Exhibitions - $16,460;
and Procedures for Opening New Schools - SI ,450.
(ii) 1995-96 - $1,000,812
1996-97 - $979,450

Arts: advertising
774. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for the Arts): In respect of each department, agency and authority within
his administration, what are the details of all advertising campaigns for the 1995-96 and 199~97 financial
years, indicating - (i) the purpose and total costs of each campaign; and (ii) the total advertising budget in
his ministerial portfolio for these financial years.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
For information relating to advertising campaigns for the 1995-96 financial year, I refer the Honourable Member to
my reply to Question 1034 in the Legislative Council, tabled on 9 April 1997 and recorded in Hansard at page
1529.

In relation to advertising campaigns for the fmancial year 1996-97, the Honourable Member's question is broad
and embraces advertising for a range of different purposes across the portfolio. The time and resources required to
fully reply to this question cannot be justified.
[Hansard Reference: Legislative Council, Vo1435. 9 April 1997, page 1529}
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Premier: annual reports
776. THE HON. M. M. GOLTLD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Premier): In respect of each department, agency and authority within his
administration, what was the total cost of annual reports for the 1995-96 and 1996-97 financial years.
ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The cost of preparing Annual Reports within my Department was met through the Central Policy Coordination
Program for 1995-96 and the Central Coordination and Policy Advice Output Group for 1996-97. For information
concerning costs associated with this Program and Output Group, the Honourable Member is referred to Budget
Paper No. 3 for 1995-96, 1996-97 and 1997-98.

Multicultural Affairs: annual reports
777. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Multicultural Affairs): In respect of each department, agency and
authority within his administration, what was the total cost of annual reports for the 1995-96 and 1996-97
financial years.
ANSWER:
The Honourable Member is referred to the response to Question No. 776, a copy of which is attached.

Police and Emergency Services: annual reports
778. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): In respect of each department, agency and
authority within his administration, what was the total cost of annual reports for the 1995-96 and 1996-97
financial years.
ANSWER:
I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is:

Cost:

1995-96:
Department of Justice (including Appendices A, B and C)
Country Fire Authority
Metropolitan Fire Brigade
Police Board of Victoria
Police Review Commission
Victoria Police

$28,790
$25,000
$33,291
$1,520
$430
$23,045

1996-97:
Department of Justice (including Appendices A, B and C)
Country Fire Authority
Metropolitan Fire Brigade
Police Board of Victoria
Police Review Commission
Victoria Police

$38,943*
$23,000
$25,771
$3,220
$475
$55,549**

Cost:

The above figures represent printing costs associated with Annual Reports and in some cases include other
associated costs where applicable.
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The increase in price from the previous year was due to the use of editing and writing services and the
production of a 'summary annual report' in addition to the standard report.

** The increase in price from the previous year was due to the use of professional services incorporating graphics,
design and layout and generally a better quality product.

Corrections: annual reports
779. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Corrections): In respect of each department, agency and authority within his
administration, what was the total cost of annual reports for the 1995-96 and 1996-97 financial years.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is:
1995-96:
Department of Justice (including Appendices A, B and C)
Country Fire Authority
Metropolitan Fire Brigade
Police Board of Victoria
Police Review Commission
Victoria Police

Cost:

1996-97:
Department of Justice (including Appendices A, B and C)
Country Fire Authority
Metropolitan Fire Brigade
Police Board of Victoria
Police Review Commission
Victoria Police

Cost:

$28,790
$25,000
$33,291
$1,520
$430
$23,045

$38,943*
$23,000
$25,771
$3,220
$475
$55,549**

The above figures represent printing costs associated with Annual Reports and in some cases include other
associated costs where applicable.

*

The increase in price from the previous year was due to the use of editing and writing services and the
production ofa 'summary annual report' in addition to the standard report.

** The increase in price from the previous year was due to the use of professional services in corporating graphics,
design and layout and generally a better quality product.

Agriculture and Resources: annual reports
782. TIlE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In respect of each department, agency and
authority within his administration, what was the total cost of annual reports for the 1995-96 and 1996-97
financial years.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details which are readily available of the cost of annual reports for the department, agency and authority within the
Agriculture and Resources portfolio are as follows:
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Department!Agency!Authority

Department of Natural Resources and Environment
Agriculture Victoria Services Pty Ltd
Australian Barley Board
Barwon Water
Coliban Water
East Gippsland Water
Energy Efficiency Victoria
Gippsland Water
Goulbum Valley Water
Lower Murray Water
Marine & Freshwater Resources Institute
Melbourne Market Authority
Murray Valley Citrus Marketing Board
Murray Valley Winegrape Industry Development Committee
Northern Victorian Fresh Tomato Industry Development Committee
Portland Coast Water
South Gippsland Water
South West Water
Southern Rural Water
Sunraysia Rural Water Authority
Tomato Industry Negotiating Committee
Veterinary Practitioners Registration Board of Victoria
Victorian Dairy Industry Authority
Victorian Dried Fruits Board
Victorian Meat Authority
Victorian Strawberry Industry Development Committee
Westem Water
Westemport Water
Wine Grape Industry Negotiating Committee

Tuesday, 6 October 1998

Cost 1995-96 Cost 1996-97
$60,000
$85,718
$7,960
S8,519
$25,372
S29,615
$23,970
$20,880
$15,000
S15,000
$1,453
$1,307
$4,980
$3,950
$30,565
$15,404
$29,003
$41,081
$29,749
$16,468
$8,750
Nil
$17,100
$19,600
$3,840
$4,200
$4,729
$6,572
$2,140
$2,187
$7,470
$4,179
$3,679
$15,000
$12,600
$16,005
$27,000
$27,000
Nil
Nil
approx $150
approx $150
$584
$718
$51,240
$48,902
$4,862
$4,324
$8,116
$8,878
approx $50
approx $50
$17,400
$29,920
$10,338
$9,380
approx $150
approx $150

Attorney-General: annual reports
787. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Attorney-General): In respect of each department, agency and authority within her administration, what
was the total cost of annual reports for the 1995-96 and 1996-97 financial years.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the infolIDation available in response to the Honourable Member's question is:
1995-96:
Department of Justice (including Appendices A, B and C)
Anti Discrimination Tribunal
County Court (published for calendar year)
Equal Opportunity Commission
Fair Trading Annual Report
Freedom ofInfonnation
Guardianship and Administration Board
Magistrates' Court
Office of Public Advocate
Office of Public Prosecutions
Supreme Court (published for calendar year)
Victoria Legal Aid
Victorian Electoral Commission

Cost:
$28,790
$3,100
$3,000
$15,356
$5,552.98
$1,989
$4,500
$2,430
$3,300
$10,210
$2,365
$8,342
$10,998
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1995-96:

Cost:

Victorian Financial Institutions Commission
Victorian Institute of Forensic Medicine
Patriotic Funds Council
Defence ResetVes Re-Employment Board

$37,469
512,390
$295
$54

1996-97:

Cost:

Department of Justice (including Appendices A, B and C)
Anti Discrimination Tribunal
County Court
Equal Opportunity Commission
Fair Trading Annual Report
Freedom of Information
Guardianship & Administration Board
Magistrates' Court
Office of Public Advocate
Office of Public Prosecutions
Supreme Court
Victoria Legal Aid
Victorian Electoral Commission
Victorian Financial Institutions Commission
Victorian Institute of Forensic Medicine
Patriotic Funds Council
Defence Reserves Re-Employment Board

538,943*
$3,320
Not yet published
S5,935**
S7,694
SI,731
$4,690
$3,230
$1,048.50
$12,618
Not yet published
$6,457
$33,092***
$33,338
$12,650
$874
$56.20

The above figures represent printing costs associated with Annual Reports and in some cases include other
associated costs where applicable.

*

The increase in price from the previous year was due to the use of edi ting and writing services and the
production of a 'summary annual report' in addition to the standard report.

**

The cost of the 1996/97 report was low because it was more targeted in terms of content and distribution than
the previous year's report.

*** The increase in price from the previous year was due to the length (104 pages instead of 88 pages the year
before)ofthe 1996/97 report; it was two colour instead of one colour; it included photographs throughout (the
previous report included no photographs); and required an additional print run of300 copies.

Fair Trading: annual reports
788. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Fair Trading): In respect of each department, agency and authority within her
administration, what was the total cost of annual reports for the 1995-96 and 1996-97 fmancial years.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is:
1995-96:

Cost:

Department of Justice (including Appendices A, B and C)
Anti Discrimination Tribunal
County Court (published for calendar year)
Equal Opportunity Commission
Fair Trading Annual Report
Freedom of Information

$28,790
$3,100
$3,000
$15,356
$5,552.98
$1,989

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

266

COUNCIL

Tuesday, 6 October 1998

1995-96:
Guardianship and Administration Board
Magistrates' Court
Office of Public Advocate
Office of Public Prosecutions
Supreme Court (published for calendar year)
Victoria Legal Aid
Victorian Electoral Commission
Victorian Financial Institutions Commission
Victorian Institute of Forensic Medicine
Patriotic Funds Council
Defence Reserves Re-Employment Board

Cost:
$4,500
$2,430
$3,300
S10,210
$2,365
$8,342
S10,998
$37,469
$12,390
$295
$54

1996-97:
Department of Justice (including Appendices A, B and C)
Anti Discrimination Tribunal
County Court
Equal Opportunity Commission
Fair Trading Annual Report
Freedom of Information
Guardianship & Administration Board
Magistrates' Court
Office of Public Advocate
Office of Public Prosecutions
Supreme Court
Victoria Legal Aid
Victorian Electoral Commission
Victorian Financial Institutions Commission
Victorian Institute of Forensic Medicine
Patriotic Funds Council
Defence Reserves Re-Employment Board

Cost:
S38,943*
S3,320
Not yet published
$5,935**
$7,694
SI,731
$4,690
$3,230
$1,048.50
$12,618
Not yet published
$6,457
S33,092***
$33,338
$12,650
$874
$56.20

The above figures represent printing costs associated with Annual Reports and in some cases include other
associated costs where applicable.

*

The increase in price from the previous year was due to the use of editing and writing services and the
production of a 'summary annual report' in addition to the standard report.

**

The cost of the 1996/97 report was low because it was more targeted in terms of content and distribution than
the previous year's report.

*** The increase in price from the previous year was due to the length (104 pages instead of 88 pages the year
before)ofthe 1996/97 report; it was two colour instead of one colour; it included photographs throughout (the
previous report included no photographs); and required an additional print run of300 copies.

Women's Affairs: annual reports
789. THE HON. M. M. GOlJLD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Women's Affairs): In respect of each department, agency and authority within her
administration, what was the total cost of annual reports for the 1995-96 and 1996-97 financial years.
A.~SWER:

I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is:

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Tuesday, 6 October 1998

267

COCNCIL

1995-96:

Cost:

Department of Justice (including Appendices A, B and C)
Anti Discrimination Tribunal
County Court (published for calendar year)
Equal Opportunity Commission
Fair Trading Annual Report
Freedom of Information
Guardianship and Administration Board
Magistrates' Court
Office of Public Advocate
Office of Public Prosecutions
Supreme Court (published for calendar year)
Victoria Legal Aid
Victorian Electoral Commission
Victorian Financial Institutions Commission
Victorian Institute of Forensic Medicine
Patriotic Funds Council
Defence Reserves Re-Employment Board

$28,790
$3,100
$3,000
$15,356
$5,552.98
$1,989
$4,500
$2,430
$3,300
$10,210
$2,365
$8,342
$10,998
$37,469
$12,390
$295
$54

1996-97:

Cost:

Department of Justice (including Appendices A, B and C)
Anti Discrimination Tribunal
County Court
Equal Opportunity Commission
Fair Trading Annual Report
Freedom of Information
Guardianship & Administration Board
Magistrates' Court
Office of Public Advocate
Office of Public Prosecutions
Supreme Court
Victoria Legal Aid
Victorian Electoral Commission
Victorian Financial Institutions Commission
Victorian Institute of Forensic Medicine
Patriotic Funds Council
Defence Reserves Re-Employment Board

$38,943*
$3,320
Not yet published
$5,935**
$7,694
SI,731
$4,690
$3,230
$1,048.50
$12,618
Not yet published
$6,457
$33,092***
$33,338
$12,650
$874
$56.20

The above figures represent printing costs associated with Annual Reports and in some cases include other
associated costs where applicable.

*

The increase in price from the previous year was due to the use of editing and writing services and the
production ofa 'summary annual report' in addition to the standard report.

**

The cost of the 1996/97 report was low because it was more targeted in terms of content and distribution than
the previous year's report.

*** The increase in price from the previous year was due to the length (104 pages instead of 88 pages the year
before)ofthe 1996/97 report; it was two colour instead of one colour; it included photographs throughout (the
previous report included no photographs); and required an additional print run of300 copies.
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Treasurer: annual reports
790. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Treasurer): In respect of each department, agency and authority within his administration, what was the total
cost of annual reports for the 1995-96 and 1996-97 financial years.
ANSWER:

The answer supplied by the Treasurer is:
Department of Treasury and Finance

1995 - 96
1996 - 97

$26,473.00
$35,320.00

Office of the Chief Electrical Inspector

1995 - 96
1996 - 97

$23,620.00
$16,700.00

Treasury Corporation of Victoria

1995 - 96
1996 - 97

$48,830.35
$45,874.25

Victorian Funds Management Corporation

1995 - 96
1996 - 97

$ 4,620.00
$ 5,367.00

Rural Finance Corporation of Victoria

1995 - 96
1996 - 97

$19,788.00
$26,773.00

State Trustees Ltd

1995-96
1996 - 97

$80,681.00
$35,561.00

State Revenue Office

1995 - 96
1996 - 97

$44,642.20
$67,013.50

Transport Accident Commission

1995-96
1996 - 97

$78,701.00
$63,125.00

Arts: annual reports
791. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for the Arts): In respect of each department, agency and authority within
his administration, what was the total cost of annual reports for the 1995-96 and 1996-97 fmancial years.
ANSWER:

The Honourable Member is referred to the response to Question No. 776, a copy of which is attached.
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Agriculture and Resources: staff
803. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Agriculture and Resources): In respect of each department, agency and authority within his
administration, will he provide details relating to staffing levels for the 1995-96 and 1996-97 fmancial
years.
Al~SWER:

I am informed that:
The Department of Natural Resources and Environment supports both the Agriculture and Resources and
Conservation and Land Management portfolios. Details of staffing levels for the 1995-96 and 1996-97 financial
years for the Department and agencies and authorities within the Agriculture and resources portfolio are listed
below:

Entity
Department of Natural Resources and Environment
Australian Food Industry Science Centre
Agriculture Victoria Services Pty Ltd
Australian Barley Board
Barwon Water
Coliban Water
East Gippsland Water
Energy Efficiency Victoria
Gippsland Water
Goulbum Valley Water
Lower Murray Water
Marine & Freshwater Resources Institute
Melbourne Market Authority
Murray Valley Citrus Marketing Board
Portland Coast Water
South Gippsland Water
South West Water
Southern Rural Water
Sunraysia Rural Water Authority
Veterinary Practitioners Registration Board of Victoria
Victorian Dairy Industry Authority
Victorian Dried Fruits Board
Victorian Meat Authority
Victorian Strawberry Industry Development Committee
Western Water
Westemport Water

1995/96

1996/97

5,323.49 FTE*
96
45
17

5,052.58 FTE
86
38
16
319
47
53
26

341
54
56
24
147

143
106.2 FTE

43
43
6

139
140
107.2 FTE
134

48
6

20

19

46

46

56
100
68
1.54 FTE
67
2 permanent
8 casual
4
1 part time
85
24

51
100
57.5
1.54 FTE
51
2 permanent
7 casual

5
1 part time
77
28

* FTE = Full Time Equivalent
Premier: advertising
816. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Premier): In respect of each department, agency and authority within his
administration what are the details of all advertising campaigns for the 1995-96 and 1996-97 financial
years, indicating - (i) the purpose and total costs of each campaign; and (ii) the total advertising budget in
his ministerial portfolio.
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ANSWER:
I am informed that:
For information relating to advertising campaigns for the 1995-96 financial year, I refer the Honourable Member to
my reply to Question 1038 in the Legislative Council, tabled on 29 May 1997 and recorded in Hansard at
page 1591.

In relation to advertising campaigns for the financial year 1996-97, the Honourable Member's question is broad
and embraces advertising for a range of different purposes across the portfolio. The time and resources required to
fully reply to this question cannot be justified.
[Hansard Reference: Legislative Council, Vo1435, 29 May 1997, page 1591}

Agriculture and Resources: advertising
819. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In respect of each department, agency and
authority within his administration what are the details of all advertising campaigns for the 1995-96 and
1996-97 fmancial years, indicating - (i) the purpose and total costs of each campaign; and (ii) the total
advertising budget in his ministerial portfolio.

ANSWER:
The Honourable Member is referred to the response to Question on Notice numbered 770.

Arts: advertising
822. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for the Arts): In respect of each department, agency and authority within
his administration, what are the details of all advertising campaigns for the 1995-96 and 1996-97 financial
years, indicating - (i) the purpose and total costs of each campaign; and (ii) the total advertising budget in
his ministerial portfolio.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
For information relating to advertising campaigns for the 1995-96 financial year, I refer the Honourable Member to
my reply to Question 1034 in the Legislative Council, tabled on 9 April 1997 and recorded in Hansard at page
1529.

In relation to advertising campaigns for the fmancial year 1996-97, the Honourable Member's question is broad
and embraces advertising for a range of different purposes across the portfolio. The time and resources required to
fully reply to this question cannot be justified.
[Hansard Reference: Legislative Council, Vo1435, 9 April 1997, page 1529}

Women's Affairs: advertising
907. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Women's Affairs): In respect of each department, agency and authority within her
administration, what was the total advertising budget for 1995-96 and 1996-97.
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A.l'JSWER:
I am informed that the infonnation available in response to the Honourable Member's question is:
The total advertising expenditure incurred by the Office of Women's Affairs is as follows:
1995-96
1996-97

$10,503.43
$11,375.85

Police and Emergency Services: Country Fire Authority turnouts
913. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): What is the number oftumouts for all urban
fire brigades in the Country Fire Authority for the years 1995-96 and 1996-97.

ANSWER:
I am informed by my colleague the Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services that the
information available from the Country Fire Authority (CFA) in response to the Member's question is as follows: -

1995/96
1996/97

11,527 tumouts
21,199 tumouts

Figures for 1995/96 and 1996/97 are estimates due to recording of incidents being effected by industrial action by
paid firefighters during this period. The figure for 1996/97 compared to 1995/96 is higher due to the extreme fire
season in 1996/97.

Police and Emergency Services: Country Fire Authority turnouts
914. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): Which ten rural brigades in the Country Fire
Authority received the largest amount of tumouts for the years 1995-96 and 1996-97 and how many calls
did each attend in the years 1995-96 and 1996-97.

ANSWER:
I am infonned by my colleague the Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services that the
information available from the Country Fire Authority (CFA) in response to the Member's question is as follows: -

1996/97

1995/96
Brigade Name
Narre Warren RFB
Rockbank RFB
Langwarrin RFB
Greenvale RFB
South Warrandyte RFB
Truganina RFB
Narre Warren North RFB
Caroline Springs RFB
RyeRFB
Upper Femtree Gully RFB

Turnouts
165
154
124
99
98
89
83
80
76
75

Brigade Name
Truganina RFB
Narre Warren
Greenvale RFB
Rockbank RFB
Langwarrin RFB
BaxterRFB
Caroline Springs RFB
RyeRFB
South Warrandyte RFB
BittemRFB

Tumouts
309
303
249
247
231
213
204
167
166
160

Figures for 1995/96 and 1996/97 are estimates due to recording of incidents being affected by industrial action by
paid firefighters during this period.
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Police and Emergency Services: Justice corporate plan
915. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): Will the Minister provide a copy of the
Department of Justice's most recent Corporate Plan.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is:
Copies of the current Department of Justice Corporate Plan are available from the Department of Justice Corporate
Communications Branch. The Department of Justice Corporate Plan 1998-200 I will be published within the next
four weeks.
A copy of the plan will be sent to the Honourable Member as soon as it is available.

Police and Emergency Services: services in growth corridors
916. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): Have any reports been published by his
Department in relation to the expanding needs of the population community in growth corridors in relation to
fire and emergency services; if so - (i) what are the details of these report(s); (ii) what are the
recommendations of these report(s); and (iii) will the Minister provide a summary of these report(s).

ANSWER:
I am informed by my colleague the Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services that the
information available in response to the Member's question is as follows:The Country Fire Authority (CFA) is the only fire and emergency services agency within my responsibilities that
deals with the needs of communities in growth corridors.
CFA has not published any reports in relation to the expanding needs of the community in the growth corridors.
In order to be able to predict and ensure its long term service delivery needs and requirements, CFA continually
monitors demographic changes and the extent and rate of growth and development throughout Victoria
The changing demographic profile potentially influences the character and needs of the pool of volunteer personnel
which provides such a valuable service to the Victorian community. Hence, CFA ensures that it is flexible and
adaptable in responding to demographic changes by continually monitoring such.
The gradual spread of urbanisation out from Melbourne and Victoria's major provincial centres and progressive
in-fill development within existing urban areas mean that CF A's service delivery profile within an area may shift
from essentially rural in nature, through transitory development expanding the urban/rural interfaces, to the
development of new urban areas. The monitoring of these phenomena is an on-going process incorporated into
CFA's dynamic strategic planning process at all levels from local to corporate.

Police and Emergency Services: federal Industrial Relations Act
917. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): In relation to the Federal Industrial Relations
Act: What is the Victorian Government's position in relation to allowable matters and award simplification
and what are the details of any parameters that the government has issued to relevant government
departments (ie Victoria Police, Metropolitan Ambulance Service, Metropolitan Fire Brigades and the
Country Fire Authority).
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~~SWER:

I am infonned that the infonnation available in response to the Honourable Member's question is:
This area of Government policy does not fall within the responsibility of the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services.

Education: student support services
924.

THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Education): In relation to the Department of Education's Framework for Student Support
Services in Victorian Government Schools which represents the Department's implementation of the
Government's Youth Suicide Task Force recommendations, what are the details of the proposed expenditure
of the $8.08 million allocation including - (i) the degree to which the previously announced 147 student
welfare coordinators in secondary schools will be funded; (ii) the amounts to be allocated to each region and
for what purpose; (iii) the number of personnel employed by the Department prior to the implementation of
this strategy, whose salary or part salary will now be paid by the Youth Suicide funding; and (iv) the
proposed budget for the Assessment Services and the source of funds for the service across the state and in
each region.

ANSWER:
I am infonned as follows:
(i) The additional $8.08 million was provided to enable the supplementation of the services currently provided by
guidance officers, educational psychologists, social workers and other agencies, not for the establishment of
student welfare coordinator positions in secondary colleges. The establishment and ongoing maintenance of
student welfare coordinator positions in secondary colleges result from decisions made by each college in the
context of their total staffing requirements and their school welfare structure. All such positions are funded
from each college's global budget.
The budget provides for 147 full time equivalent staff The actual number may be higher if part-time staff or
contracted staff are employed. Regions in close consultation with their schools are currently in the process of
determining how the new services will be most effectively delivered.
As the focus of these new services will be on prevention and early intervention strategies as recommended by
the Suicide Prevention Task Force, services provided through these funds will be directed to primary schools
as well as secondary colleges.
(ii) The distribution of recurrent funds on a full year basis for each region is as follows:
98/99 Suicide Prevention Funding $
Barwon-South West
Central Highlands-Wimmera
Lodden Campaspe-Mallee
Goulburn North-Eastem
Gippsland
Eastern Metropolitan
Western Metropolitan
Southern Metropolitan
Northern Metropolitan
*One off Professional Development Funds
**Total all Regions
#Salary on-costs
Total (Including On Costs)

594,757
414,928
574,432
552,115
491,419
1,198,344
710,162
1,214,198
869,645
300,000
6,920,000
1,160,000
8,080,000
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*

This amount is one off and indicative only. The funds will be used to provide a comprehensive
professional development program for new and current student support staff. Any funds not used for this
professional development will be directed back for additional services to schools.

**

Pro rata amounts have been allocated to regions for the current fmancial year (97/98).

#

Includes Pay Roll Tax, WorkCover, Employer Superannuation, Long Service Leave Provision held
centrally. On costs not required where student support services are contracted out, will also be directed
back for additional services to schools.

(iii) No officer employed by the Department of Education prior to the implementation of this strategy will have
either their salary or part salary paid by the Suicide Prevention funding. The obvious exception to this will be if
such an officer applied for and were to be successful in gaining an appointment to one of the new positions
created as a result of the suicide funding.
(iv) Each region has been provided with a core budget for student support services equivalent to the previous year's
allocation. An element of this core budget has been identified for use in the assessment of students for the
Program for Students with Disabilities and Impairments. Based on the incidence of assessments in each region
in past years an amount of$2.2 million statewide has been identified for this task. These funds have not been
drawn from suicide prevention monies.

Education: information technology subsidy program
929.

THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Education): In respect of the $6.7 million allocated to schools under the Information
Technology Subsidy Program for 1997-98 - (i) what is the school contribution by electorate, local
government area and Department of Education region, respectively; and (ii) what was the Department of
Education contribution by electorate, local government area and Department of Education region,
respectively.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(i) and (ii)
Department And School Contribution By LCE (A) & (B)
LCE(A)

LCE(B)

Ballarat
Central Highlands
Chelsea
Doutta Galla
East Yarra
Eumemmerring
Geelong
Gippsland
Higinbotham
Jika Jika
Koonung
Melbourne
Melbourne North
Melbourne West
Monash

Ballarat
Central Highlands
Chelsea
Doutta Galla
EastYarra
Eumemmerring
Geelong
Gippsland
Higinbotham
Jika Jika
Koonung
Melbourne
Melbourne North
Melbourne West
Monash

DoE Subsidy

$295,415.20
5299,102.23
$356,734.10
$374,178.42
$184,547.44
$374,407.60
$348,377.39
$284,883.05
$131,535.70
$326,088.99
$311,502.48
$296,091.94
$295,162.79
$219,365.42
$113,454.17

School
Contribution
$886,245.61
$897,306.70
$1,070,202.29
$1,122,535.26
$553,642.33
$1,123,222.80
$1,045,132.17
$854,649.14
$394,607.11
$978,266.97
$934,507.45
$888,275.83
$885,488.36
$658,096.27
$340,362.50
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LCE(A)

LCE (B)

North Eastern
North Western
Silvan
South Eastern
Templestowe
Waverley
Western

North Eastern
North Western
Silvan
South Eastern
Templestowe
Waverley
Western

LCE(A)
LCE(B)
DoE
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DoE Subsidy

$415,060.83
$638,909.11
$317,157.05
$337,961.43
$192,880.48
$215,357.75
$332,463.17
$6,660,636.73

- Legislative Council Electorate A
- Legislative Council Electorate B
- Department of Education

Department And School Contribution By LAE
LAE
Albert Park
Altona
Ballarat East
Ballarat West
Bayswater
Bellarine
Benalla
Benambra
Bendigo East
Bendigo West
Bennettswood
Bentleigh
Berwick
Box Hill
Brighton
Broadmeadows
Bulleen
Bundoora
Burwood
Canum
Caulfield
Clayton
Coburg
Cranbourne
Dandenong
Dandenong North
Doncaster
Dromana
Eltham
Essendon
Evelyn
Footscray
Forest Hill
Frankston
Frankston East

School Contribution
DoE Subsidy
$184,112.53
$61,370.84
$59,768.17
$19,922.72
$140,538.34
$46,846.11
$343,745.32
$114,581.77
$259,316.96
$86,438.99
$242,601.09
$80,867.03
$275,307.96
$91,769.32
$123,297.18
$369,891.54
$842,986.85
$280,995.62
$274,272.00
$91,424.00
$250,199.16
583,399.72
$37,578.41
$112,735.24
$413,762.97
$137,920.99
$128,258.74
$42,752.91
$108,431.12
$36,143.71
$285,984.10
$95,328.03
$62,765.50
$20,921.83
$292,056.27
$97,352.09
$105,135.15
$35,045.05
$45,447.78
$136,343.35
$16,911.67
$50,735.02
$35,955.08
$107,865.25
$19,485.17
$58,455.51
$110,229.01
$330,687.02
$101,405.65
$304,216.96
$204,113.19
$68,037.73
$40,081.67
$120,245.01
SI01,618.95
$304,856.86
$230,726.84
$76,908.95
Sl02,090.67
$306,272.02
$76,800.60
$230,401.81
$74,787.22
$224,361.66
$116,708.13
$350,124.40
$85,249.32
$255,747.97
SIIO,649.88
$331,949.63

School
Contribution
$1,245,182.48
$1,916,727.32
$951,471.14
$1,013,884.28
$578,641.44
$646,073.25
$997,389.52
$19,981,910.19
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LAE
Geelong
Geelong North
Gippsland East
Gippsland North
Gippsland West
Gisborne
Glen Waverley
Hawthorn
Ivanhoe
Keilor
Kew
Knox
Malvern
Melbourne
Melton
Mildura
Mill Park
Mitcham
Monbulk
Mooroolbark
Mordialloc
Mornington
Morwell
Murray Valley
Narracan
Niddre
Northcote
Oakleigh
Pakenham
Pascoe Vale
Polwarth
Portland
Prahran

Preston
Richmond
Ripon
Rodney
Sandringham
Seymour
Shepparton
South Barwon
Springvale
Sunshine
Swan Hill
Thomastown
Tullamarine
Wantirna
Warranbool
Warrandyte
Werribee
Williamstown
Wimmera

COUNCIL

DoE Subsidy
School Contribution
$91,479.65
$274,438.94
$88,913.83
$266,741.48
$82,453.53
$247,360.58
$85,561.09
$256,683.26
$173,699.47
$57,899.82
$92,637.12
$277,911.36
$226,320.81
$75,440.27
$106,237.04
$35,412.35
$54,968.03
$164,904.09
$505,785.33
$168,595.11
$214,011.40
$71,337.13
$199,809.75
$66,603.25
$21,724.73
$7,241.58
$244,469.79
$81,489.93
$266,180.20
$88,726.73
$142,766.35
$428,299.04
$226,491.75
$75,497.25
$135,212.38
$45,070.79
$315,946.55
$105,315.52
$108,124.35
$36,041.45
$78,598.61
$26,199.54
$210,773.94
$70,257.98
$193,827.25
$64,609.08
$239,277.59
$79,759.20
$156,778.05
$52,259.35
$53,208.27
$159,624.80
$175,455.03
$58,485.01
$61,688.03
$20,562.68
$194,996.67
$64,998.89
$183,344.56
$61,114.85
$298,489.45
$99,496.48
S237,580.76
$79,193.59
$83,790.22
$27,930.07
$284,263.91
$94,754.64
$279,078.51
$93,026.17
$124,050.59
$41,350.20
$430,111.04
$143,370.35
$94,842.15
$31,614.05
$63,635.51
$190,906.52
$68,634.10
$205,902.30
$87,116.88
$261,350.65
$346,161.34
$115,387.11
$190,944.92
$63,648.31
$123,723.15
$371,169.44
$201,959.84
$67,319.95
$214,199.86
$71,399.95
$83,120.31
$249,360.92
$268,618.54
$89,539.51
$89,361.09
$268,083.28
$89,007.46
$267,022.38
$106,944.06
$35,648.02
$192,700.77
$64,233.59
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DoE Subsidy
$66,896.80
$6,660,636.73

School Contribution
$200,690.40
$19,981,910.19

LAE - Legislative Assembly Electorate
Department And School Contribution By LGA
LGA
Alpine (S)
Ararat (RC)
BaHarat (C)
Banyule (C)
Bass Coast (S)
BawBaw (S)
Bayside(C)
Boroondara (C)
Brimbank (C)
Buloke(S)
Campaspe (S)
Cardinia (S)
Casey (C)
Central Goldfields (S)
Colac-Otway (S)
Corangamite (S)
Darebin (C)
Delatite (S)
East Gippsland (S)
Frankston (C)
Gannawarra (S)
Glen Eira (C)
Glenelg (S)
Golden Plains (S)
Greater Bendigo (C)
Greater Dandenong (C)
Greater Geelong (C)
Greater Shepparton (C)
Hepburn (S)
Hindmarsh (S)
Hobsons Bay (C)
Horsham (RC)
Hume(C)
Indigo (S)
Kingston (C)
Knox (C)
La Trobe (S)
Loddon (S)
Macedon Ranges (S)
Manningham (C)
Maribynong (C)
Maroondah (C)
Melbourne (C)
Melton (S)

DoE Subsidy
School Contribution
$34,775.66
$104,326.99
$96,888.24
$290,664.71
$140,882.56
$422,647.68
$209,890.93
$629,672.79
$22,004.90
$66,014.69
$55,337.11
$166,011.33
$53,985.41
$161,956.24
$135,532.28
$406,596.84
$273,265.41
$819,796.24
$17,876.40
$53,629.19
$119,908.73
$359,726.19
$74,574.59
$223,723.77
$269,708.77
$809,126.30
$17,838.51
$53,515.53
$57,782.61
$173,347.82
$115,727.70
$38,575.90
$164,326.15
$492,978.44
$28,854.85
$86,564.54
$78,096.05
$234,288.16
$199,492.32
$598,476.96
$55,945.20
$167,835.61
$170,935.67
$56,978.56
$34,076.34
$102,229.03
$15,64l.40
$46,924.20
S329,984.56
$989,953.67
$231,024.80
$693,074.40
$296,737.81
$890,213.42
$72,720.82
$218,162.47
$25,707.06
$77,12l.17
$8,506.34
$25,519.02
$43,780.93
$131,342.80
$22,857.78
$68,573.33
$177,524.54
$532,573.61
$27,71l.45
$83,134.34
$109,063.78
$327,191.35
$191,601.86
$574,805.57
$73,888.72
$221,666.17
$38,157.95
$114,473.85
$190,697.64
$63,565.88
$269,578.30
$89,859.43
$74,016.59
$222,049.78
$158,686.94
$476,060.81
$25,889.23
$77,667.68
$60,265.17
$180,795.51
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LGA
Mildura (RC)
Mitchell (S)
Moira (S)
Monash(C)
Moonee Valley (C)
Moorabool (S)
Moreland (C)
Momington Peninsula (S)
Mount Alexander (S)
Moyne(S)
Murrindindi (S)
Nillumbik (S)
Northern Grampians (S)
Port Phillip (C)
Pyrenees (S)
Queenscliffe (B)
South Gippsland (S)
Southern Grampians (S)
Stonnington (C)
Strathbogie (S)
Surf Coast (S)
Swan Hill (RC)
Towong(S)
Wangaratta (RC)
Warmambool (C)
Wellington (S)
West Wimmera (S)
Whitehorse (C)
Whittlesea (C)

Wodonga (RC)
Yarra (C)
Yarra Ranges (S)
Yarriambiack (S)

LGA
(C)
(S)
(RC)
(B)

Tuesday, 6 October 1998

DoE Subsidy
School Contribution
$138,311.61
$414,934.82
$27,158.83
$81,476.48
$37,831.45
$113,494.36
$256,873.56
$770,620.67
$195,101.73
$585,305.19
$18,782.72
$56,348.16
$107,306.64
$321,919.92
$198,945.33
$596,835.98
$41,149.46
$123,448.38
$9,585.07
$28,755.20
$32,736.12
$98,208.35
$59,186.42
$177,559.26
$22,593.97
$67,781.92
$62,621.89
$187,865.66
$2,676.25
$8,028.76
$25,399.95
$76,199.84
$147,741.24
$49,247.08
$36,096.48
$108,289.43
$30,849.21
$92,547.64
$14,449.01
$43,347.04
$97,207.39
$32,402.46
$29,598.59
$88,795.78
$27,318.90
$81,956.69
$45,318.96
$135,956.87
$67,824.97
$203,474.92
$47,382.97
$142,148.91
$12,172.81
$36,518.42
$154,948.91
$464,846.72
$137,497.90
$412,493.71
$70,244.28
$210,732.83
$109,879.15
$329,637.44
$171,989.86
$515,969.58
$13,363.72
$40,091.15
$6,660,636.73
$19,981,910.19

- Local Government Area
- City
- Shire
- Rural City
- Borough

Department And School Contribution By Department Of Education Region
Department of Education Region
Barwon-South Western
Central Highlands-Wimmera
Eastern Metropolitan
Gippsland
Goulburn North-Eastern
Lxidon Campaspe-Mallee
Northern Metropolitan
Southern Metropolitan

DoE Subsidy
$609,241.22
$285,602.08
$1,175,196.16
$325,956.83
$495,474.83
$770,132.54
$967,834.28
$1,275,166.21

School Contribution
$1,827,723.67
$856,806.23
$3,525,588.48
$977,870.49
$1,486,424.50
$2,310,397.62
$2,903,502.83
$3,825,498.64
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Department of Education Region
Western Metropolitan

DoE Subsidy
$756,032.58
$6,660,636.73

School Contribution
$2,268,097.73
$19,981,910.19

Education: teacher salaries
935. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Education): What has been the increase in dollar terms and percentage terms of the State
Government's total education outlays on teacher salaries since 1992.
A.~SWER:

The Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the Minister for Education): I am informed as follows:
After adjusting the 1991192 actual expenditure with 1997/98 budgeted expenditure for enrolment changes and the
current student/teacher ratios, the State Government's total outlays on teacher and principal salaries, and salary
related costs has increased by approximately $362 million or 23%.

Education: contract teachers
938. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Education): In respect of the number of contract teachers employed by the Department - (i)
what is the total number of teachers on fixed-term contracts; and (ii) what is the percentage of teachers on
fixed-term contracts.

ANSWER:
The Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the Minister for Education): I am informed as follows:
The number of contract teachers employed by the Department varies considerably throughout the year.
(i) As at March 1998 there were 4,156.2 full time equivalent teachers employed on fixed-term contracts.
(ii) The percentage of teaching staff employed on fixed-term contracts was 12% as at March 1998.

Police and Emergency Services: Safer Cities and Shires
941. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): In relation to the publications Safer Cities and
Shires 'An Introduction' and 'A Guide to Developing Strategic Partnerships' - (i) what is the total
advertising and public relations costs for the Safer Cities and Shires program; (ii) what was the cost of
printing and distribution of the publications; (iii) how many publications were printed and distributed; and
(iv) were tenders called.

ANSWER:
I am informed by my colleague the Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services that the
information available is:
(i) $79,037

(ii) Safer Cities and Shires: An Introduction - $7, 824
Safer Cities and Shires: A Guide to Developing Strategic Partnerships - $58, 744

Distribution was organised by the Department. No additional expenses were incurred.
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(iii) Five thousand copies of Safor Cities and Shires: An Introduction were printed.
lbree thousand copies of Safor Cities and Shires: A Guide to Developing Strategic Partnerships were printed.
Both publications were distributed to all 78 municipal councils, Victoria Police Districts, and State
Government departments and their relevant agencies. Other copies have been distributed upon request from
the relevant agency representatives and community members.
(iv) Written quotations were obtained instead of public tenders. An exemption certificate was requested and
approved because the preferred contractor for the design and printing of each of the individual publications was
the same company.

Premier: Victoria on the Move
943. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Premier): In respect of the publication Victoria on the Move, what are the details of
all issues produced since 1 April 1996, indicating - (i) how many issues were produced; (ii) the date for
each issue; (iii) details of distribution, including numbers and cost; (iv) the number printed; (v) the cost of
production; (vi) by whom it was printed; and (vii) whether tenders were called.

ANSWER:
I am infonned that:
The Honourable Member is referred to the response to Question No. 1271 which was supplied on 7 October 1997,
a copy of which is attached. The time and resources required to provide further details relating to all issues cannot
be justified.
[Hansard Reference: Legislative Council, Vol437, 7 October 1997, page 1375J

Premier: Victoria on the Wire
944. THE HON. M. M.. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Premier): In respect of the Victoria on the Wire advertising campaign - (i) what
are the total advertising and public relations costs for the campaign; (ii) what was the cost of printing and
distribution of the brochures and coasters; (iii) how many brochures and coasters were printed and
distributed; and (iv) whether tenders were called.
A.~SWER:

I am infonned that:
Victoria On The Wire was not an advertising campaign.

Treasurer: Revenue Directions
946. THE HON. M. M.. GOLTLD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Treasurer): What are the details of all issues of Revenue Directions produced since 1 April 1996,
indicating - (i) how many issues were produced; (ii) the date for each issue; (iii) details of distribution,
including numbers and cost; (iv) the number printed; (v) the cost of production; (vi) by whom it was printed;
and (vii) whether tenders were called.

ANSWER:
The answer supplied by the Treasurer is :
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(i) How many issues were produced.
Five.
(ii) The date for each issue.
Autumn 1996
Spring 1996
Summer 1996/97
Winter 1997
Summer 1997

(Printed 15 April 1996).
(Printed 1 September 1996).
(Printed 9 April 1997).
(Printed 3 September 1997).
(Printed 11 February 1998).

(ill) Details of distribution, including numbers and cost.
Revenue Directions is forwarded to all persons registered on the State Revenue Office's mailing list.
Currently, there are 2698 persons registered on the list. (Exact numbers on the list at the time of production of
each edition are not available but have consistently been around this figure.)
Registration on the State Revenue Office's mailing list is free of charge. This list is comprised mainly of
accountants, solicitors, fmancial controllers and representatives of professionallindustry bodies.
Copies of Revenue Directions are also made available to the general public on the State Revenue Office's
ground floor publications stand, they are included in packages provided at seminars and external speaking
engagements, and distributed to all State Revenue Office staff.
Costs of mailing each edition are as follows:
Autumn 1996
Spring 1996
Summer 1996/97
Winter 1997
Summer 1997

$2,588.30
$2,973.13
$3,081.10
$3,246.65
$3,432.80

(iv) The number printed.
For the Autumn 1996 and Spring 1996 editions, 5000 copies were printed, with 4,500 copies printed for all
subsequent editions.

(v) Cost of production.
Costs of production include the making of film for printing and the actual printing costs. Total costs for each
edition are as follows:
Autumn 1996
Winter 1996
Summer 1996/97
Winter 1997
Summer 1997

$4,340.
$3,491.
$5,743.
$4,231.
$6,138.

(vi) By whom was it printed.
For the Autumn 1996 edition, the service providers were as follows:
Film provided by Printing Plates Sales Co.
Printing provided by Croxton Printing.
For all subsequent editions, both film and printing services were provided by FrankIin Colour Printing.
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(vii)Whether tenders were called
As provided under the Victorian Government Purchasing Board guidelines, public tenders are generally only
required where the estimated value of the purchase of goods and services exceeds $50,000.

Industry, Science and Technology: State Trustees Ltd
952. TIlE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology (for
the Honourable the Treasurer): In relation to the $859, 459 million in client assets managed by State
Trustees Ltd of which $558,492 million was held at 30 June 1992 as cash in common funds and $25,579
million was held as investments in Premium funds, what is the value of clients' real estate, personal and
other assets investments and savings re-invested by State Trustees on behalf of clients from the Guardianship
and Administration Board in each of the fmancial years from 1990-91 to 1996-97.

ANSWER:
The question has been incorrectly asked of me as the representative of the Honourable the Treasurer. The
Honourable the Minister for Finance is the representative of the Honourable the Treasurer and the question should
be directed accordingly.

Roads and Ports: Holy Rosary School crossing
955. TIlE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports: In relation to the
street area at Napier Street, White Hills (Bendigo), in the vicinity of Holy Rosary School:
(a) Do the traffic and pedestrian counts at the existing school crossing indicate that this location meets the
requirements for pedestrian traffic signals.
(b) Will the Minister cause the area to be altered to enable easier pedestrian access; if so, how and when.

ANSWER:
Refer to the response provided to Legislative Assembly Question No. 113.
[Hansard Reference: Legislative Assembly, Vo1440, 1 September, 1998, page 224]

Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West preschools
957. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the preschools in the Bruwon-South West Region which have received funding from the Office of the
Family - Children's Services Branch under the Koori Preschool Assistants Program in 1996-97 and
1997-98.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The infonnation requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West preschools
958. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the preschools in the Bruwon-South West Region which have received funding from the Office of the
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Family - Children's Services Branch under the Preschool Statewide Support Services Program in 1996-97
and 1997-98.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the infonnation is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West child-care services
959. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the Childcare Services for school age children operating in the Barwon-South West Region which have
received funding from the Office of the Family - Children's Services Branch in 1996-97 and 1997-98.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West child-care services
960. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the Occasional Child Care Services operating in the Barwon-South West Region which received funding
from the Office of the Family - Children's Services Branch in 1996-97 and 1997-98.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West child-care services
961. TIlE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the T.<\FE childcare agencies in the Barwon-South West Region which received funding from the Office
of the Family- Children's Services Branch in 1996--97 and 1997-98.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information- is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West child-care services
962. TIlE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the child care centres in the Barwon-South West Region which received funding under the Child Care
Statewide Support Services from the Office of the Family - Children's Services Branch in 1996-97 and
1997-98.
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ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West neighbourhood houses
963. TIlE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the neighbourhood houses in the BaIWon-South West Region which received government funding under
the Neighbourhood House Program from the Office of the Family - Community Programs in 1996-97 and
1997-98.
ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West neighbourhood houses
964. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the neighbourhood houses in the BaIWon-South West Region which received government funding from
the Office of the Family - Community Programs in 1996-97 and 1997-98 as part of the neighbourhood
house networks.
ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West neighbourhood houses
965. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the neighbourhood houses in the BaIWon-South West Region which have received government funding
in 1996-97 and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Community Programs under the Family and
Neighbourhood Links Demonstration Projects.
ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West telephone counselling
966. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the telephone counselling agencies in the BaIWon-South West Region which received government
funding in 1996-97 and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family- Community Programs.
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ANSWER:
I am infonned that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West financial counselling
967. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the financial counselling agencies in the Barwon-South West Region which received government funding
in 1996-97 and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Community Programs.

ANSWER:
I am infonned that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West problem gambling
968. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the problem gambling counselling and liaison services in the Barwon-South West Region which received
government funding in 1996-97 and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Community Programs.

ANSWER:
I am infonned that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West problem gambling
969.

THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services); What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the Barwon-South West Region which received government funding in 1996-97 and
1997-98 for community education on problem gambling from the Office of the Family - Community
Programs.

ANSWER:
I am infonned that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West problem gambling
970. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the Barwon-South West Region which received government funding in 1996-97 and
1997-98 for problem gambling research from the Office of the Family - Community Programs.
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ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West counsellors skills
971. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the Barwon-South West Region which were funded under the counsellors skills training
program in 1996-97 and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Community Programs.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West children's services
972. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): Did the Specialist Children's Services Regional Team of the
Barwon-South West Region receive funding from the Office of the Family - Family Services in 1996-97
and 1997-98.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer to the question is:
During 1996-97 and 1997-98 the Specialist Children's Services team in the Barwon-South West Region received
funding from the Office of the Family, Youth and Family Services Division.

Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West early intervention services
973. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone numbers and fax
numbers ofthe early intervention services in the Barwon-South West Region which received funding in
1996-97 and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Family Services.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West family services
974. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the parent support groups in the Barwon-South West Region which received funding under the
Strengthening Parent Support Program in 1996-97 and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Family
Services.
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ANSWER:

I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West family services
975. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the Bruwon-South West Region which have received funding in 1996-97 and 1997-98
from the Office of the Family - Family Services for the benefit of Early Choices (service brokerage).
ANSWER:

I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West family services
976. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the Bruwon-South West Region which received funding in 1996-97 and 1997-98 from
the Office of the Family - Family Services for the benefit of Family Choice (alternative family care for
children with severe disabilities).
ANSWER:

I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West preschools
977. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the Bruwon-South West Region which received funding from the Office of the FamilyFamily Services for special education preschool support in 1996-97 and 1997-98.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West school nursing programs
978. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the school nursing programs in the Bruwon-South West Region which received funding in 1996-97 and
1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Child Health Policy.
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ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West maternal and child-health services
979. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the maternal and child health services in the Bruwon-South West Region which received funding in
1996-97 and 1997-98 under the Maternal and Child Health Services Program from the Office of the
Family - Child Health Policy.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West maternal and child-health services
980. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the maternal and child health services in the Bruwon-South West Region which received funding in
1996-97 and 1997-98 under the Maternal and Child Health New Initiatives from the Office of the
Family - Child Health Policy.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West maternal and child-health services
981. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the maternal and child health services in the Bruwon-South West Region which received funding in
1996-97 and 1997-98 under the maternal and child health outreach projects from the Office of the
Family - Child Health Policy.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West early parenting centres
982. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the early parenting centres in the Bruwon-South West Region which received funding in 1996-97 and
1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Child Health Policy.
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ANSWER:

I am infonned that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West early intervention services
983. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the Barwon-South West Region which have received funding in 1996-97 and 1997-98
under the early identification, intervention and prevention parenting projects (including day stay, in-home
and school linked parenting projects) from the Office of the Family - Child Health Policy.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan Koori preschool assistants programs
984. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the preschools in the Eastern Metropolitan Region which have received funding from the Office of the
Family - Children's Services Branch under the Koori Preschool Assistants Program in 1996-97 and
1997-98.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan preschools
985. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the preschools in the Eastern Metropolitan Region which have received funding from the Office of the
Family - Children's Services Branch under the preschool statewide support services program in 1996-97
and 1997-98.
ANSWER:

I am infonned that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan child-care services
986. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the Childcare Services for school age children operating in the Eastern Metropolitan Region which
received funding from the Office of the Family- Children's Services Branch in 1996-97 and 1997-98.
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ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan child-care services
987. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the Occasional Child Care Services operating in the Eastern Metropolitan Region which received funding
from the Office of the Family- Children's Services Branch in 1996-97 and 1997-98.
ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan child-care services
988. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the TAFE childcare agencies in the Eastern Metropolitan Region which received funding from the Office
of the Family - Children's Services Branch in 1996-97 and 1997-98.
ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan child-care services
989. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the child care centres in the Eastern Metropolitan Region which received funding under the Child Care
Statewide Support Services from the Office of the Family - Children's Services Branch in 1996-97 and
1997-98.
ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan neighbourhood houses
990. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the neighbourhood houses in the Eastern Metropolitan Region which received government funding under
the Neighbourhood House Program from the Office of the Family - Community Programs in 1996-97 and
1997-98.
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A,.~SWER:

I am infonned that the answer is:
The infonnation requested is not provided as the infonnation is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan neighbourhood houses
991. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the neighbourhood houses in the Eastern Metropolitan Region which received government funding from
the Office of the Family - Community Programs in 1996-97 and 1997-98 as part of the neighbourhood
house networks.
ANSWER:

I am infonned that the answer is:
The infonnation requested is not provided as the infonnation is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan neighbourhood houses
992. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the neighbourhood houses in the Eastern Metropolitan Region which have received government funding
in 1996-97 and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Community Programs under the Family and
Neighbourhood Links Demonstration Projects.
ANSWER:

I am infonned that the answer is:
The infonnation requested is not provided as the infonnation is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan telephone counselling
993. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the telephone counselling agencies in the Eastern Metropolitan Region which received government
funding in 1996--97 and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Community Programs.
ANSWER:

I am infonned· that the answer is:
The infonnation requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan financial counselling
994. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the financial counselling agencies in the Eastern Metropolitan Region which received government funding
in 1996-97 and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family- Community Programs.
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ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan problem gambling
995. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the problem gambling counselling and liaison services in the Eastern Metropolitan Region which received
government funding in 1996-97 and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Community Programs.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan problem gambling
996. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the Eastern Metropolitan Region which received government funding in 1996--97 and
1997-98 for community education on problem gambling from the Office of the Family - Community
Programs.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan problem gambling
997. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the Eastern Metropolitan Region which received government funding in 1996--97 and
1997-98 for problem gambling research from the Office of the Family - Community Programs.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan counsellors skills
998. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the Eastern Metropolitan Region which were funded under the counsellors skills training
program in 1996--97 and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Community Programs.
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ANSWER:
I am infonned that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan family services
999. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): Did the Specialist Children's Services Regional Team of the
Eastern Metropolitan Region receive funding from the Office of the Family - Family Services in 1996-97
and 1997-98.

ANSWER:
I am infonned that the answer to the question is:
During 1996-97 and 1997-98 the Specialist Children's Services team in the Eastern Metropolitan Region received
funding from the Office of the Family, Youth and Family Services Division.

Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan early intervention services
1000. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the early intervention services in the Eastern Metropolitan Region which received funding in 1996-97 and
1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Family Services.

ANSWER:
I am infonned that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan family services
1001. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the parent support groups in the Eastern Metropolitan Region which received funding under the
Strengthening Parent Support Program in 1996-97 and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Family
Services.

A."lSWER:
I am infonned that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan Early Choices
1002. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the Eastern Metropolitan Region which have received funding in 1996--97 and 1997-98
from the Office of the Family - Family Services for the benefit of Early Choices (service brokerage).
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ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan Family Choice
1003. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the Eastern Metropolitan Region which received funding in 1996-97 and 1997-98 from
the Office of the Family - Family Services for the benefit of Family Choice (alternative family care for
children with severe disabilities).

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan preschools
1004. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the Eastern Metropolitan Branch which received funding from the Office ofthe FamilyFamily Services for special education preschool support in 1996-97 and 1997-98.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan school nursing programs
1005. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the school nursing programs in the Eastern Metropolitan Region which received funding in 1996-97 and
1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Child Health Policy.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan maternal and child-health services
1006. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the maternal and child health services in the Eastern Metropolitan Region which received funding in
1996-97 and 1997-98, under the Maternal and Child Health Services Program from the Office of the
Family - Child Health Policy.
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ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the infOImation is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan maternal and child-health services
1007. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the maternal and child health services in the Eastern Metropolitan Region which received funding in
1996-97 and 1997-98, under the Maternal and Child Health New Initiatives from the Office of the
Family - Child Health Policy.

A..NSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan maternal and child-health services
1008. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the maternal and child health services in the Eastern Metropolitan Region which received funding in
1996-97 and 1997-98 under the maternal and child health outreach projects from the Office of the
Family - Child Health Policy.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan family health services
1009. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the early parenting centres in the Eastern Metropolitan Region which received funding in 1996-97 and
1997-98 from the Office oftbe Family - Child Health Policy

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan early intervention services
1010. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the Eastern Metropolitan Region which have received funding in 1996-97 and 1997-98
under the early identification, intervention and prevention parenting projects (including day stay, in-home
and school linked parenting projects) from the Office of the Family - Child Health Policy.
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ANSWER:

I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Gippsland Koori preschool assistants program
1011. THE HON. C. J. DOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the preschools in the Gippsland Region which have received funding from the Office of the FamilyChildren's Services Branch under the Koori Preschool Assistants Program in 1996-97 and 1997-98.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Gippsland prescbools
1012. THE HON. C. J. DOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the preschools in the Gippsland Region which have received funding from the Office of the FamilyChildren's Services Branch under the Preschool Statewide Support Services Program in 1996-97 and
1997-98.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Gippsland child-care services
1013. THE HON. C. J. DOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the Childcare Services for school age children, operating in the Gippsland Region, which received
funding from the Office of the Family - Children's Services Branch in 1996-97 and 1997-98.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Gippsland child-care services
1014. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the Occasional Child Care Services operating in the Gippsland Region which received funding from the
Office of the Family- Children's Services Branch in 1996-97 and 1997-98.
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ANSWER:

I am infonned that the answer is:
The infonnation requested is not provided as the infonnation is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Gippsland child-care services
1015. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the TAFE childcare agencies in the Gippsland Region which received funding from the Office of the
Family - Children's Services Branch in 1996-97 and 1997-98.
ANSWER:

I am infonned that the answer is:
The infonnation requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Gippsland child-care services
1016. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the child care centres in the Gippsland Region under the Child Care Statewide Support Services which
received funding from the Office of the Family - Children's Services Branch in 1996-97 and 1997-98.
ANSWER:

I am infonned that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Gippsland neighbourhood houses
1017. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the neighbourhood houses in the Gippsland Region which received government funding under the
Neighbourhood House Program from the Office of the Family - Community Programs in 1996-97 and
1997-98.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Gippsland neighbourhood houses
1018. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the neighbourhood houses in the Gippsland Region which received government funding from the Office
of the Family - Community Programs in 1996-97 and 1997-98 as part of the neighbourhood house
networks.
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ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Gippsland neighbourhood houses
1019. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the neighbourhood houses in the Gippsland Region which have received government funding in 1996-97
and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Community Programs under the Family and Neighbourhood
Links Demonstration Projects.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Gippsland telephone counselling
1020. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the telephone counselling agencies in the Gippsland Region which received government funding in
1996-97 and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Community Programs.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Gippsland financial counselling
1021. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the financial counselling agencies in the Gippsland Region which received government funding in 199697 and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Community Programs.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Gippsland problem gambling
1022. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the problem gambling counselling and liaison services in the Gippsland Region which received
government funding in 1996-97 and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Community Programs.
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ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Gippsland problem gambling
1023. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the Gippsland Region which received government funding in 1996-97 and 1997-98 for
community education on problem gambling from the Office of the Family - Community Programs.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Gippsland problem gambling
1024. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the Gippsland Region which received government funding in 1996-97 and 1997-98 for
problem gambling research from the Office of the Family - Community Programs.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Gippsland counsellors skills
1025. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the Gippsland Region which were funded under the counsellors skills training program in
1996-97 and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Community Programs.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Gippsland family services
1026. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): Did the Specialist Children's Services Regional Team of the
Gippsland Region receive funding from the Office of the Family - Family Services in 1996-97 and

1997-98.
ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer to the question is:
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During 1996-97 and 1997-98 the Specialist Children's Services team in the Gippsland Region received funding
from the Office of the Family, Youth and Family Services Division.

Youth and Community Services: Gippsland early intervention services
1027. TIlE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the early intervention services in the Gippsland Region which received funding in 1996-97 and 1997-98
from the Office of the Family - Family Services.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Gippsland family services
1028. TIlE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the parent support groups in the Gippsland Region which received funding under the Strengthening Parent
Support Program in 1996-97 and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Family Services.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Gippsland Early Choices
1029. TIlE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the Gippsland Region which have received funding in 1996-97 and 1997-98 from the
Office of the Family - Family Services for the benefit of Early Choices (service brokerage).

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: GippsIand Family Choice
1030. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the Gippsland Region which received funding in 1996-97 and 1997-98 from the Office of
the Family - Family Services for the benefit of Family Choice (alternative family care for children with
severe disabilities).
.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.
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Youth and Community Services: Gippsland preschools
1031. THE BON. C. J. BOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax nwnbers
of the agencies in the Gippsland Region which received funding from the Office of the Family - Family
Services for special education preschool support in 1996-97 and 1997-98.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Gippsland school nursing programs
1032. THE BON. C. J. BOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax nwnbers
of the school nursing programs in the Gippsland Region which received funding in 1996-97 and 1997-98
from the Office of the Family - Child Health Policy.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Gippsland maternal and child-health services
1033. THE BON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the maternal and child health services in the Gippsland Region which received funding in 1996-97 and
1997-98 under the Maternal and Child Health Services Program from the Office of the Family - Child
Health Policy.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Gippsland maternal and child-health services
1034. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the maternal and child health services in the Gippsland Region, which received funding in 1996-97 and
1997-98 under the Maternal and Child Health New Initiatives from the Office of the Family - Child Health
Policy.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.
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Youth and Community Services: Gippsland maternal and child-health services
1035. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the maternal and child health services in the Gippsland Region which received funding in 1996-97 and
1997-98 under the maternal and child health outreach projects from the Office of the Family - Child
Health Policy.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Gippsland early parenting centres
1036. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the early parenting centres in the Gippsland Region which received funding in 1996-97 and 1997-98
from the Office of the Family - Child Health Policy.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Gippsland early intervention programs
1037. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the Gippsland Region which have received funding in 1996-97 and 1997-98 under the
early identification, intervention and prevention parenting projects (including day stay, in-home and school
linked parenting projects) from the Office of the Family - Child Health Policy.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Grampians Koori preschool assistants program
1038. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the preschools in the Grampians Region which have received funding from the Office oftbe FamilyChildren's Services Branch under the Koori Preschool Assistants Program in 1996-97 and 1997-98.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.
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Youth and Community Services: Grampians preschoois
1039. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the preschools in the Grampians Region which have received funding from the Office of the FamilyChildren's Services Branch under the Preschool Statewide Support Services Program in 1996--97 and
1997-98.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Grampians child-care services
1040. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the Childcare Services for school age children operating in the Grampians Region which received funding
from the Office of the Family- Children's Services Branch in 1996--97 and 1997-98.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Grampians child-care services
1041. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the Occasional Child Care Services operating in the Grampians Region which received funding from the
Office of the Family - Children's Services Branch in 1996-97 and 1997-98.
A1~SWER:

I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Grampians child-care services
1042. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the TAFE childcare agencies in the Grampians Region which received funding from the Office of the
Family- Children's Services Branch in 1996--97 and 1997-98.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.
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Youth and Community Services: Grampians child-care services
1043. TIlE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the child care centres in the Grampians Region which received funding under the Child Care Statewide
Support Services from the Office ofthe Family - Children's Services Branch in 1996-97 and 1997-98.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Grampians neighbourhood houses
1044. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the neighbourhood houses in the Grampians Region which received government funding under the
Neighbourhood House Program from the Office of the Family - Community Programs in 1996-97 and

1997-98.
ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Grampians neighbourhood houses
1045. TIlE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the neighbourhood houses in the Grampians Region which received government funding from the Office
of the Family - Community Programs in 1996-97 and 1997-98 as part of the neighbourhood house
networks.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Grampians neighbourhood houses
1046. TIlE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the neighbourhood houses in the Grampians Region which have received government funding in 1996-97
and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Community Programs under the Family and Neighbourhood
Links Demonstration Projects.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.
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Youth and Community Services: Grampians telephone counselling
1047. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): 'What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the telephone counselling agencies in the Grampians Region which received government funding in
1996--97 and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Community Programs.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Grampians financial counselling
1048. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the financial counselling agencies in the Grampians Region which received government funding in
1996--97 and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family- Community Programs.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Grampians problem gambling
1049. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the problem gambling counselling and liaison services in the Grampians Region which received
government funding in 1996-97 and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Community Programs.

Al'\'SWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Grampians problem gambling
1050. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the Grampians Region which received government funding in 1996-97 and 1997-98 for
community education on problem gambling from the Office ofthe Family - Community Programs.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.
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Youth and Community Services: Grampians problem gambling
1051. THE HON. C. J. nOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
.Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax nwnbers
of the agencies in the Grampians Region which received government funding in 1996-97 and 1997-98 for
problem gambling research from the Office of the Family - Community Programs.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Grampians counsellors skills
1052. THE HON. C. J. nOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the Grampians Region which were funded under the counsellors skills training program in
1996-97 and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Community Programs.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Grampians family services
1053. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): Did the Specialist Children's Services Regional Team of the
Grampians Region receive funding from the Office of the Family - Family Services in 1996-97 and
1997-98.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer to the question is:
During 1996-97 and 1997-98 the Specialist Children's Services team in the Grampians Region received funding
from the Office of the Family, Youth and Family Services Division.

Youth and Community Services: Grampians early intervention services
1054. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the early intervention services in the Grampians Region which received funding in 1996-97 and 1997-98
from the Office of the Family - Family Services.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.
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Youth and Community Services: Grampians family services
1055. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fux numbers
of the parent support groups in the Grampians Region which received funding under the Strengthening
Parent Support Program in 199~97 and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Family Services.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Grampians Early Choices
1056. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and CommWlity Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the Grampians Region which have received funding in 1996-97 and 1997-98 from the
Office of the Family - Family Services for the benefit of Early Choices (service brokerage).
ANSWER:

I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Grampians Family Choice
1057. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and CommWlity Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the Grampians Region which received funding in 1996-97 and 1997-98 from the Office
of the Family - Family Services for the benefit of Family Choice (alternative family care for children with
severe disabilities).
ANSWER:

I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Grampians preschools
1058. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and CommWlity Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the Grampians Branch which received funding from the Office of the Family - Family
Services for special education preschool support in 1996-97 and 1997-98.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.
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Youth and Community Services: Grampians school nursing programs
1059. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the school nursing programs in the Grampians Region which received funding in 1996-97 and 1997-98
from the Office of the Family - Child Health Policy.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Grampians maternal and child-health services
1060. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the maternal and child health services in the Grampians Region which received funding in 1996-97 and
1997-98 under the Maternal and Child Health Services Program from the Office of the Family - Child
Health Policy.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Grampians maternal and child-health services
1061. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the maternal and child health services in the Grampians Region which received funding in 1996-97 and
1997-98 under the Maternal and Child Health New Initiatives from the Office of the Family - Child Health
Policy.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Grampians maternal and child-health services
1062. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the maternal and child health services in the Grampians Region which received funding in 1996-97 and
1997-98 under the maternal and child health outreach projects from the Office of the Family - Child
Health Policy.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.
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Youth and Community Services: Grampians early parenting centres
1063. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the early parenting centres in the Grampians Region which received funding in 1996--97 and 1997-98
from the Office of the Family - Child Health Policy.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Grampians early intervention programs
1064. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the Grampians Region which have received funding in 1996--97 and 1997-98 under the
early identification, intervention and prevention parenting projects (including day stay, in-home and school
linked parenting projects) from the Office of the Family - Child Health Policy.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Hume Koori preschool assistants program
1065. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the preschools in the Hume Region which have received funding from the Office of the FamilyChildren's Services Branch under the Koori Preschool Assistants Program in 1996--97 and 1997-98.
k~SWER:

I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Hume preschools
1066. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the preschools in the Hume Region which have received funding from the Office of the FamilyChildren's Services Branch under the Preschool Statewide Support Services Program in 1996--97 and
1997-98.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.
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Youth and Community Services: Hume child-care services
1067. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the Childcare Services for school age children operating in the Hume Region which received funding
from the Office of the Family- Children's Services Branch in 1996-97 and 1997-98.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Hume child-care services
1068. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the Occasional Child Care Services operating in the Hume Region which received funding from the
Office of the Family - Children's Services Branch in 1996-97 and 1997-98.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Hume child-care services
1069. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the TAPE childcare agencies in the Hume Region which received funding from the Office of the
Family- Children's Services Branch in 1996-97 and 1997-98.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Hume child-care services
1070. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the child care centres in the Hume Region which received funding under the Child Care Statewide
Support Services from the Office of the Family- Children's Services Branch in 1996-97 and 1997-98.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.
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Youth and Community Services: Hume neighbourhood houses
1071. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the neighbourhood houses in the Hume Region which received government funding under the
Neighbourhood House Program from the Office of the Family - Community Programs in 1996-97 and
1997-98.
ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Hume neighbourhood houses
1072. THE HON. C. J. HOGG- To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the neighbourhood houses in the Hume Region which received government funding from the Office of
the Family- Community Programs in 1996-97 and 1997-98 as part of the neighbourhood house networks.
ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Hume neighbourhood house funding
1073. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the neighbourhood houses in the Hume Region which have received government funding in 1996-97 and
1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Community Programs under the Family and Neighbourhood
Links Demonstration Projects.
A.~SWER:

I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Hume telephone counselling
1074. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the telephone counselling agencies in the Hume Region which received government funding in 1996-97
and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family- Community Programs.
ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.
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Youth and Community Services: Home financial counselling
1075. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the financial counselling agencies in the Hume Region which received government funding in 1996-97
and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Community Programs.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Home problem gambling
1076. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the problem gambling counselling and liaison services in the Hume Region which received govemment
funding in 1996-97 and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Community Programs.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Home problem gambling
1077. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the Hume Region which received government funding in 1996-97 and 1997-98 for
community education on problem gambling from the Office of the Family - Community Programs.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Home problem gambling
1078. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the Hume Region which received government funding in 1996-97 and 1997-98 for
problem gambling research from the Office of the Family - Community Programs.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.
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Youth and Community Services: Hume counsellors skills
1079. TIlE RON. C. J. ROGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the Hume Region which were funded under the counsellors skills training program in
1996-97 and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Community Programs.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Hume family services
1080. TIlE RON. C. J. ROGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): Did the Specialist Children's Services Regional Tearn of the
Hume Region receive funding from the Office of the Family - Family Services in 1996-97 and 1997-98.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer to the question is:
During 1996-97 and 1997-98 the Specialist Children's Services team in the Hume Region received funding from
the Office of the Family, Youth and Family Services Division.

Youth and Community Services: Hume early intervention services
1081. THE RON. C. J. ROGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the early intervention services in the Hume Region which received funding in 1996-97 and 1997-98 from
the Office of the Family - Family Services.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Hume family services
1082. TIlE RON. C. J. ROGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the parent support groups in the Hume Region which received funding under the Strengthening Parent
Support Program in 1996-97 and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Family Services.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.
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Youth and Community Services: Hume Early Choices
1083. TIlE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the Hume Region which have received funding in 199fr-97 and 1997-98 from the Office
of the Family - Family Services for the benefit of Early Choices (service brokerage).

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Hume Family Choice
1084. TIlE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the Hume Region which received funding in 199fr-97 and 1997-98 from the Office of the
Family - Family Services for the benefit of Family Choice (alternative family care for children with severe
disabilities).

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The infOImation requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Hume preschools
1085. TIlE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the Hume Region which received funding from the Office of the Family - Family
Services for special education preschool support in 199fr-97 and 1997-98.
'

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Hume school nursing programs
1086. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the school nursing programs in the Hume Region which received funding in 199fr-97 and 1997-98 from
the Office of the Family - Child Health Policy.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the infonnation is readily available in telephone books.
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Youth and Community Services: Hume maternal and child-health services
1087. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the maternal and child health services in the Hume Region which received funding in 1996-97 and 199798 under the Maternal and Child Health Services Program from the Office of the Family - Child Health
Policy.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Hume maternal and child-health services
1088. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the maternal and child health services in the Hume Region which received funding in 1996-97 and 199798 under the Maternal and Child Health New Initiatives from the Office of the Family - Child Health
Policy.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Hume maternal and child-health services
1089. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the maternal and child health services in the Hume Region which received funding in 1996-97 and 199798 under the maternal and child health outreach projects from the Office of the Family - Child Health
Policy.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Hume family services
1090. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the early parenting centres in the Hume Region which received funding in 1996-97 and 1997-98 from the
Office of the Family - Child Health Policy.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.
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Youth and Community Services: Hume early intervention services
1091. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the Hume Region which have received funding in 1996-97 and 1997-98 under the early
identification, intervention and prevention parenting projects (including day stay, in-home and school linked
parenting projects) from the Office of the Family - Child Health Policy.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the infonnation is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Loddon-Mallee Koori preschool assistants program
1092. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the preschools in the LoddonlMallee Region which have received funding from the Office of the
Family - Children's Services Branch under the Koori Preschool Assistants Program in 1996-97 and
1997-98.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the infonnation is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Loddon-Mallee preschools
1093. THE HON. C. J. BOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the preschools in the LoddonlMallee Region which have received funding from the Office of the
Family - Children's Services Branch under the Preschool Statewide Support Services Program in 1996-97
and 1997-98.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the infonnation is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Loddon-Mallee chlld-care services
1094. THE HON. C. J. BOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the Childcare Services for school age children operating in the LoddonlMallee Region which received
funding from the Office of the Family - Children's Services Branch in 1996-97 and 1997-98.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the infonnation is readily available in telephone books.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Tuesday, 6 October 1998

COUNCIL

317

Youth and Community Services: LoddoIrMallee child-care funding
1095. TIlE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the Occasional Child Care Services operating in the LoddonlMallee Region which received funding from
the Office of the Family - Children's Services Branch in 1996-97 and 1997-98.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Loddon-Mallee child-care services
1096. TIlE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the TAFE childcare agencies in the LoddonlMallee Region which received funding from the Office of the
Family- Children's Services Branch in 1996-97 and 1997-98.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Loddon-MaUee child-care services
1097. TIlE HON. C. J. DOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the child care centres in the LoddonlMallee Region which received funding under the Child Care
Statewide Support Services from the Office of the Family - Children's Services Branch in 1996-97 and
1997-98.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Loddon-Mallee neighbourhood houses
1098. TIlE HON. C. J. DOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the neighbourhood houses in the Loddon!Mallee Region which received government funding under the
Neighbourhood House Program from the Office of the Family - Community Programs in 1996-97 and
1997-98.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.
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Youth and Community Services: Loddon-MaUee neighbourhood houses
1099. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the neighbourhood houses in the LoddonlMallee Region which received government funding from the
Office of the Family - Community Programs in 1996-97 and 1997-98 as part of the neighbourhood house
networks.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Loddon-MaUee neighbourhood houses
1100. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the neighbourhood houses in the LoddonlMallee Region which have received government funding in
1996-97 and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Community Programs under the Family and
Neighbourhood Links Demonstration Projects.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Senices: Loddon-Mallee telephone counselling
1101. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the telephone counselling agencies in the LoddonlMallee Region which received government funding in
1996-97 and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Community Programs.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Senices: Loddon-MaUee financial counselling
1102. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the financial counselling agencies in the LoddonlMallee Region which received government funding in
1996-97 and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Community Programs.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.
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Youth and Community Services: Loddon-MaUee problem gambling
1103. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the problem gambling counselling and liaison services in the LoddonlMallee Region which received
government funding in 1996-97 and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Community Programs.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Loddon-MaUee problem gambling
1104. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the LoddonlMallee Region which received government funding in 1996-97 and 1997-98
for community education on problem gambling from the Office of the Family - Community Programs.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Loddon-MaUee problem gambling
1105. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the LoddonlMallee Region which received government funding in 1996-97 and 1997-98
for problem gambling research from the Office of the Family - Community Programs.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Loddon-MaUee counsellors skills
1106. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the LoddonlMaUee Region which were funded under the counsellors skills training
program in 1996-97 and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Community Programs.
A.~SWER:

I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.
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Youth and Community Services: Loddon-MaUee family services
1107. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): Did the Specialist Children's Services Regional Team of the
LoddonlMallee Region receive funding from the Office of the Family - Family Services in 1996-97 and
1997-98.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the answer to the question is:
During 1996-97 and 1997-98 the Specialist Children's Services team in the LoddonlMallee Region received
funding from the Office of the Family, Youth and Family Services Division.

Youth and Community Services: Loddon-MaUee early intervention services
1108. THE HON. C. J. nOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the early intervention services in the LoddonlMallee Region which received funding in 1996-97 and
1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Family Services.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Loddon-MaUee family services
1109. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the parent support groups in the LoddonlMallee Region which received funding under the Strengthening
Parent Support Program in 1996-97 and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Family Services.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Loddon-MaUee Early Choices
1110. THE HON. C. J. HOGG- To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the LoddonlMallee Region which have received funding in 1996-97 and 1997-98 from
the Office of the Family - Family Services for the benefit of Early Choices (service brokerage).
ANSWER:

I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.
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Youth and Community Services: Loddon-MaUee Family Choice
1111. TIlE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the LoddonJMallee Region which received funding in 1996-97 and 1997-98 from the
Office of the Family - Family Services for the benefit of Family Choice (alternative family care for
children with severe disabilities).

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Loddon-MaUee preschools
1112. TIlE HON. C. J. HOGG- To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the LoddonJMallee Region which received funding from the Office of the FamilyFamily Services for special education preschool support in 1996-97 and 1997-98.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Loddon-MaUee school nursing programs
1113. TIlE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the school nursing programs in the LoddonJMallee Region which received funding in 1996-97 and
1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Child Health Policy.
ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Loddon-MaUee maternal and child-health services
1114. TIlE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the maternal and child health services in the LoddonJMallee Region which received funding in 1996-97
and 1997-98 under the Maternal and Child Health Services Program from the Office of the Family - Child
Health Policy.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.
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Youth and Community Services: Loddon-Mallee maternal and child-health services
1115. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the maternal and child health services in the LoddonlMallee Region which received funding in 1996-97
and 1997-98 under the Maternal and Child Health New Initiatives from the Office of the Family - Child
Health Policy.
ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Loddon-Mallee maternal and child-health services
1116. THE HON. C. J. HOGG- To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the maternal and child health services in the LoddonlMallee Region which received funding in 1996-97
and 1997-98 under the Maternal and Child Health Outreach Projects from the Office of the Family - Child
Health Policy.
A..""JSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Loddon-Mallee family services
1117. THE HON. C. J. HOGG- To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the early parenting centres in the LoddonlMallee Region which received funding in 1996-97 and 1997-98
from the Office of the Family - Child Health Policy.
ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Loddon-Mallee early intervention services
1118. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the LoddonlMallee Region which have received funding in 1996-97 and 1997-98 under
the early identification, intervention and prevention parenting projects (including day stay, in-home and
school linked parenting projects) from the Office of the Family - Child Health Policy.
A..""JSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.
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Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan Koori preschool assistants program
1119. THE HON. C. J. HOGG- To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the preschools in the Northern Metropolitan Region which have received funding from the Office of the
Family - Children's Services Branch under the Koori Preschool Assistants Program in 1996-97 and
1997-98.

A:.","SWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan preschools
1120. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the preschools in the Northern Metropolitan Region which have received funding from the Office of the
Family - Children's Services Branch under the Preschool Statewide Support Services Program in 1996-97
and 1997-98.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan family services
1121. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the Childcare Services for school age children operating in the Northern Metropolitan Region which
received funding from the Office of the Family - Children's Services Branch in 1996-97 and 1997-98.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan child-care services
1122. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the Occasional Child Care Services operating in the Northern Metropolitan Region which received
funding from the Office of the Family - Children's Services Branch in 1996-97 and 1997-98.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.
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Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan child-care services
1123. TIlE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the TAFE childcare agencies in the Northern Metropolitan Region which received funding from the
Office of the Family- Children's Services Branch in 1996-97 and 1997-98.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan child-care services
1124. TIlE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the child care centres in the Northern Metropolitan Region under the Child Care Statewide Support
Services which received funding from the Office of the Family - Children's Services Branch in 1996-97
and 1997-98.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan neighbourhood houses
1125. TIlE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the neighbourhood houses in the Northern Metropolitan Region which under the Neighbourhood House
Program received government funding from the Office of the Family - Community Programs in 1996-97
and 1997-98.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan neighbourhood houses
1126. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the neighbourhood houses in the Northern Metropolitan Region which received government funding from
the Office of the Family - Community Programs in 1996-97 and 1997-98 as part of the neighbourhood
house networks.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.
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Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan neighbourhood houses
1127. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the neighbourhood houses in the Northern Metropolitan Region which have received government funding
in 1996-97 and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Community Programs under the Family and
Neighbourhood Links Demonstration Projects.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan telephone counselling
1128. TIlE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the telephone counselling agencies in the Northern Metropolitan Region which received government
funding in 1996-97 and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Community Programs.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan financial counselling
1129. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the financial counselling agencies in the Northern Metropolitan Region which received government
funding in 1996-97 and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Community Programs.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan problem gambling
1130. TIlE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the problem gambling counselling and liaison services in the Northern Metropolitan Region which
received government funding in 1996-97 and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Community
Programs.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.
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Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan problem gambling
1131. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the Northern Metropolitan Region which received government funding in 1996-97 and
1997-98 for community education on problem gambling from the Office of the Family - Community
Programs.
ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan problem gambling
1132. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the Northern Metropolitan Region which received government funding in 1996-97 and
1997-98 for problem gambling research from the Office of the Family - Community Programs.
ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan counsellors skills
1133. THE HON. C. J. HOGG- To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the Northern Metropolitan Region which were funded under the counsellors skills training
program in 1996-97 and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Community Programs.
A.NSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan family services
1134. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): Did the Specialist Children's Services Regional Team of the
Northern Metropolitan Region receive funding from the Office of the Family - Family Services in 1996-97
and 1997-98.
A.NSWER:
I am informed that the answer to the question is:
During 1996-97 and 1997-98 the Specialist Children's Services team in the Northern Metropolitan Region received
funding from the Office of the Family, Youth and Family Services Division.
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Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan early intervention services
1135. TIlE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the early intervention services in the Northern Metropolitan Region which received funding in 1996-97
and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Family Services.

ANSWER:

I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan family services
1136. TIlE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the parent support groups in the Northern Metropolitan Region which received funding under the
Strengthening Parent Support Program in 1996-97 and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Family
Services.

ANSWER:

I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan Early Choices
1137. TIlE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the Northern Metropolitan Region which have received funding in 1996-97 and 1997-98
from the Office of the Family - Family Services for the benefit of Early Choices (service brokerage).
A.~SWER:

I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan Family Choice
1138. TIlE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the Northern Metropolitan Region which received funding in 1996-97 and 1997-98 from
the Office of the Family - Family Services for the benefit of Family Choice (alternative family care for
children with severe disabilities).

ANSWER:

I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.
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Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan preschools
1139. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the Northern Metropolitan Branch which received funding from the Office of the
Family - Family Services for special education preschool support in 1996-97 and 1997-98.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan school nursing programs
1140. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the school nursing programs in the Northern Metropolitan Region which received funding in 1996-97 and
1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Child Health Policy.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan maternal and child-health services
1141. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the maternal and child health services in the Northern Metropolitan Region which received funding in
1996-97 and 1997-98 under the Maternal and Child Health Services Program from the Office of the
Family - Child Health Policy.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan maternal and child-health services
1142. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the maternal and child health services in the Northern Metropolitan Region which received funding in
1996-97 and 1997-98 under the Maternal and Child Health New Initiatives from the Office of the
Family - Child Health Policy.
ANSWER:

I ani informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.
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Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan maternal and child-health services
1143. THE HON. C. J. BOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the maternal and child health setvices in the Northern Metropolitan Region which received funding in
1996-97 and 1997-98 under the maternal and child health outreach projects from the Office of the
Family - Child Health Policy.
ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan family services
1144. THE BON. C. J. BOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the early parenting centres in the Northern Metropolitan Region which received funding in 1996-97 and
1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Child Health Policy.
ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan early intervention services
1145. THE BON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the Northern Metropolitan Region which have received funding in 1996-97 and 1997-98
under the early identification, intervention and prevention parenting projects (including day stay, in-home
and school linked parenting projects) from the Office of the Family - Child Health Policy.
ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan Koori preschool assistants program
1146. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the preschools in the Southern Metropolitan Region which have received funding from the Office of the
Family - Children's Services Branch under the Koori Preschool Assistants Program in 1996-97 and
1997-98.
ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.
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Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan preschools
1147. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the preschools in the Southern Metropolitan Region which have received funding from the Office of the
Family - Children's Services Branch under the Preschool Statewide Support Services Program in 1996--97
and 1997-98.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan child-care services
1148. TIlE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the Childcare Services for school age children operating in the Southern Metropolitan Region which
received funding from the Office of the Family - Children's Services Branch in 1996--97 and 1997-98.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan child-care services
1149. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the Occasional Child Care Services operating in the Southern Metropolitan Region which received
funding from the Office of the Family - Children's Services Branch in 1996-97 and 1997-98.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan child-care senices
1150. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the TAFE childcare agencies in the Southern Metropolitan Region which received funding from the
Office of the Family - Children's Services Branch in 1996-97 and 1997-98.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.
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Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan child-care services
1151. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the child care centres, in the Southern Metropolitan Region under the Child Care Statewide Support
Services which received funding from the Office of the Family - Children's Services Branch in 1996-97
and 1997-98.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The infonnation requested is not provided as the infonnation is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan neighbourhood houses
1152. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the neighbourhood houses in the Southern Metropolitan Region which under the Neighbourhood House
Program received government funding from the Office of the Family - Community Programs in 1996-97
and 1997-98.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the infonnation is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan neighbourhood houses
1153. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the neighbourhood houses in the Southern Metropolitan Region which received government funding from
the Office of the Family - Community Programs in 1996-97 and 1997-98 as part of the Neighbourhood
House Networks.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan neighbourhood houses
1154. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the neighbourhood houses in the Southern Metropolitan Region which have received government funding
in 1996-97 and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Community Programs under the Family and
Neighbourhood Links Demonstration Projects.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The infonnation requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.
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Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan telephone counselling
1155. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the telephone counselling agencies in the Southern Metropolitan Region which received government
funding in 1996-97 and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Community Programs.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan financial counselling
1156. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the financial counselling agencies in the Southern Metropolitan Region which received government
funding in 1996-97 and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Community Programs.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan problem gambling
1157. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the problem gambling counselling and liaison services in the Southern Metropolitan Region which
received government funding in 1996-97 and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Community
Programs.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan problem gambling
1158. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the Southern Metropolitan Region which received government funding in 1996-97 and
1997-98 for community education on problem gambling from the Office of the Family - Community
Programs.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.
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Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan problem gambling
1159. TIlE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the Southern Metropolitan Region which received government funding in 1996-97 and
1997-98 for problem gambling research from the Office of the Family - Community Programs.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the infonnation is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan counsellors skills
1160. TIlE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the Southern Metropolitan Region which were funded under the counsellors skills training
program in 1996-97 and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Community Programs.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The infonnation requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan family services
1161. TIlE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): Did the Specialist Children's Services Regional Team of the
Southern Metropolitan Region receive funding from the Office of the Family - Family Services in 1996-97
and 1997-98.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer to the question is:
During 1996-97 and 1997-98 the Specialist Children's Services team in the Southern Metropolitan Region received
funding from the Office ofthe Family, Youth and Family Services Division.

Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan early intervention services
1162. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the early intervention services in the Southern Metropolitan Region which received funding in 1996-97
and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Family Services.
Al~SWER:

I am informed that the answer is:
The infonnation requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.
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Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan family services
1163. TIlE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the parent support groups in the Southern Metropolitan Region which received funding under the
Strengthening Parent Support Program in 1996-97 and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Family
Services.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan Early Choices
1164. TIlE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the Southern Metropolitan Region which have received funding in 1996-97 and 1997-98
from the Office ofthe Family - Family Services for the benefit of Early Choices (service brokerage).
ANSWER:

I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan Family Choice
1165. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the Southern Metropolitan Region which received funding in 1996-97 and 1997-98 from
the Office of the Family - Family Services for the benefit of Family Choice (alternative family care for
children with severe disabilities).
ANSWER:

I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan preschools
1166. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the Southern Metropolitan Branch which received funding from the Office of the
Family - Family Services for special education preschool support in 1996-97 and 1997-98.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.
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Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan school nursing programs
1167. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the school nursing programs in the Southern Metropolitan Region which received funding in 1996-97 and
1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Child Health Policy.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan maternal and child-health services
1168. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the maternal and child health services in the Southern Metropolitan Region which received funding in
1996-97 and 1997-98, under the Maternal and Child Health Services Program from the Office of the
Family - Child Health Policy.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan maternal and child-health services
1169. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the maternal and child health services in the Southern Metropolitan Region which received funding in
1996-97 and 1997-98 under the Maternal and Child Health New Initiatives from the Office of the
Family - Child Health Policy.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan maternal and child-health services
1170. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the maternal and child health services in the Southern Metropolitan Region which received funding in
1996-97 and 1997-98 under the Maternal and Child Health Outreach Projects from the Office of the
Family - Child Health Policy.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.
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Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan family services
1171. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the early parenting centres in the Southern Metropolitan Region which received funding in 1996-97 and
1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Child Health Policy.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the infonnation is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan early intervention services
1172. TIlE HON. C.J. HOGG- To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the Southern Metropolitan Region which have received funding in 1996-97 and 1997-98
under the early identification, intervention and prevention parenting projects (including day stay, in-home
and school linked parenting projects) from the Office of the Family - Child Health Policy.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the infonnation is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan preschools
1173. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the preschools in the Western Metropolitan Region which have received funding from the Office of the
Family - Children's Services Branch under the Koori Preschool Assistants Program in 1996-97 and
1997-98.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the answer is:
The infonnation requested is not provided as the infonnation is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan preschools
1174. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the preschools in the Western Metropolitan Region which have received funding from the Office of the
Family - Children's Services Branch under the Preschool Statewide Support Services Program in 1996-97
and 1997-98.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the infonnation is readily available in telephone books.
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Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan child-care services
1175. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the Childcare Services for school age children operating in the Western Metropolitan Region which
received funding from the Office of the Family - Children's Services Branch in 199Cr97 and 1997-98.
ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan child-care services
1176. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the Occasional Child Care Services operating in the Western Metropolitan Region which received funding
from the Office of the Family- Children's Services Branch in 199Cr97 and 1997-98.
ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan child-care services
1177. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the TAFE childcare agencies in the Western Metropolitan Region which received funding from the Office
of the Family - Children's Services Branch in 199Cr97 and 1997-98.
ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan child-care services
1178. THE HON. C. J. HOGG- To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the child care centres in the Western Metropolitan Region under the Child Care Statewide Support
Services which received funding from the Office of the Family - Children's Services Branch in 1996-97
and 1997-98.
ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.
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Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan neighbourhood houses
1179. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the neighbourhood houses in the Western Metropolitan Region which under the Neighbourhood House
Program received government funding from the Office of the Family - Community Programs in 1996-97
and 1997-98.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan neighbourhoods
1180. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the neighbourhood houses in the Western Metropolitan Region which received government funding from
the Office of the Family - Community Programs in 1996-97 and 1997-98 as part of the Neighbourhood
House Networks.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan neighbourhood houses
1181. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the neighbourhood houses in the Western Metropolitan Region which have received government funding
under the Family and Neighbourhood Links Demonstration Projects in 1996-97 and 1997-98 from the
Office of the Family - Community Programs.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan telephone counselling
1182. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the telephone counselling agencies in the Western Metropolitan Region which received government
funding in 1996-97 and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Community Programs.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Tuesday, 6 October 1998

COUNCIL

339

Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan financial counselling
1183. THE HON. C. J. HOGG ~ To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the financial counselling agencies in the Western Metropolitan Region which received government
funding in 1996-97 and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family- Community Programs.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan problem gambling
1184. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the problem gambling counselling and liaison services in the Western Metropolitan Region which
received government funding in 1996-97 and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Community
Programs.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan problem gambling
1185. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the Westem Metropolitan Region which received government funding in 1996-97 and
1997-98 for community education on problem gambling from the Office of the Family - Community
Programs.
.
A.~SWER:

I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan problem gambling
1186. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the Western Metropolitan Region which received government funding in 1996-97 and
1997-98 for problem gambling research from the Office of the Family - Community Programs.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.
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Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan counsellors skills
1187. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the Western Metropolitan Region which were funded under the counsellors skills training
program in 1996-97 and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Community Programs.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan family services
1188. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): Did the Specialist Children's Services Regional Team of the
Western Metropolitan Region receive funding from the Office of the Family - Family Services in 1996-97
and 1997-98.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer to the question is:
During 1996-97 and 1997-98 the Specialist Children's Services team in the Western Metropolitan Region received
funding from the Office of the Family, Youth and Family Services Division.

Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan early intervention services
1189. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the early intervention services in the Western Metropolitan Region which received funding in 1996-97
and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Family Services.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan family services
1190. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the parent support groups in the Western Metropolitan Region which received funding under the
Strengthening Parent Support Program in 1996-97 and 1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Family
Services.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.
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Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan Early Choices
1191. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the Western Metropolitan Region which have received funding in 199&-97 and 1997-98
from the Office of the Family - Family Services for the benefit of Early Choices (service brokerage).

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan Family Choice
1192. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the Western Metropolitan Region which received funding in 1996-97 and 1997-98 from
the Office of the Family - Family Services for the benefit of Family Choice (alternative family care for
children with severe disabilities).

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan preschools
1193. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the Western Metropolitan Region which received funding from the Office of the
Family - Family Services Branch for Special Education: Preschool Support in 1996-97 and 1997-98.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan school nursing programs
1194. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the school nursing programs in the Western Metropolitan Region which received funding in 1996-97 and
1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Child Health Policy.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.
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Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan maternal and child-health services
1195. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the maternal and child health services in the Western Metropolitan Region which received funding in
1996-97 and 1997-98 under the Maternal and Child Health Services Program from the Office of the
Family - Child Health Policy.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan maternal and child-health services
1196. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the maternal and child health services in the Western Metropolitan Region which received funding in
1996-97 and 1997-98 under the Maternal and Child Health New Initiatives from the Office of the
Family - Child Health Policy.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan maternal and child-health services
1197. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the maternal and child health services, in the Western Metropolitan Region, which received funding in
1996-97 and 1997-98 under the Maternal and Child Health Outreach Projects from the Office of the
Family - Child Health Policy.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan family services
1198. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the early parenting centres in the Western Metropolitan Region which received funding in 1996-97 and
1997-98 from the Office of the Family - Child Health Policy.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.
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Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan early intervention services
1199. TIlE HON. C. J. HOGG- To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): \\'bat are the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers
of the agencies in the Western Metropolitan Region which have received funding in 199fr97 and 1997-98
under the early identification, intervention and prevention parenting projects (including day stay, in-home
and school linked parenting projects) from the Office of the Family - Child Health Policy.
A.NSWER:
I am informed that the answer is:
The information requested is not provided as the information is readily available in telephone books.

Health: spending
1200. TIlE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: Will the Minister provide a
full explanation of the statement that the government's spending on health and welfare in real terms is now
more than in 1991-92, including - (i) a detailed explanation of how the figures in Table 1.2 on page 9 of
1998-99 Budget Paper No 2 are derived; and (ii) a reconciliation of those figures with outlays as shown in
Budget Papers from 1991-92 to 1998-99 inclusive for the present Department of Human Services and the
former Department of Health and Community Services, and the former Departments of Aboriginal Affairs,
Community Services and Health, and for the Office of Housing (previously in the Department of Planning
and Housing 1991-92 and the Department of Planning and Development 1992-93 to 1994-95) and for the
Office of Youth Affairs (formerly in the Department of Business and Employment 1992-93 to 1994-95).
ANSWER:

(l) The note to Table 1.2 states that the information is in Uniform Presentation Format consistent with Australian
Bureau of Statistics Government Financial Statistics (GFS) standards.
The GFS covers the non-financial public sector, and is used for economic planning at a State and
Commonwealth level. It is governed by the standards issued by the Australian Bureau of Statistics, rather than
any accounting standards board.
(2) For some years, the Victorian cash based Budget estimates have been presented in GFS format. The GFS
format is structured to show the impact of government fmances on the economy, and so eliminates some items
that are transfers within government. For this reason Table 1.2 is not readily reconcilable with the Budget
outlays shown in Budget Papers from 1991192 to 1997/98.
The Budget papers for 1998/99 were presented on a full accrual accounting basis which indicates the full cost
of Government services in a conventional accounting framework, rather than on a cash outlays basis. The
1998/99 Budget Estimates, Budget Paper No 3 (page 9) outlines the difference in estimates between Budget
Paper No 2 (GFS) and Budget Paper No 3 (GAAP) which reflect the different purposes of each Budget Paper.

Conservation and Land Management: Dunolly office
1201. TIlE HON. C. J. DOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology (for
the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): On what dates and during what
times on those dates was the office of her Department located at Broadway, Dunolly, open to the public for
the period 1 October 1997 to 1 April 1998.
ANSWER:
I refer the Honourable Member to the response provided in the Legislative Assembly by the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management to Question on Notice number 392.
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[Hansard Reference: Legislative Assembly, Vo1440, 1 September, 1998, page 232J

Finance: office accommodation
1203. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance: Will the Minister provide
a full list of all State Government leased and owned office accommodation for the financial year 1996-97,
indicating the - (i) location of each office; (ii) lease expiry date for each office; and (iii) function of each
office.

ANSWER:
For response to this question, I refer the Honourable Member to Question No. 229 tabled in the Legislative Council
on 7/4/98.
[Hansard Reference: Legislative Council, Vo1438, 7 April, 1998, page 485J

Finance: Government Employee Housing Authority
1204. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance: In relation to the sale of
Government Employee Housing Authority land and other properties during the 1995-96 and 1996-97
financial years, what was the-- (i) address and settlement date of each property; (ii) number of bedrooms for
each building; and (iii) construction type of the dwelling.

ANSWER:
The information requested cannot be provided because the costs of compiling, verifying and ensuring accuracy of
the data cannot be justified.

Roads and Ports: projects
1205. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports: In relation to all
projects which had an original estimated cost of $500,000 or more and were completed in the 1995-96 and
1996-97 fmancial years, in which cases was the actual cost higher than the budgeted cost, indicating the (i) project; (ii) total estimated cost; (iii) total actual cost; (iv) cost variation; (v) start date; (vi) finish date; and
(vii) name of the contractor.

ANSWER:
The following table indicates projects with actual costs higher than original budgeted costs, completed in 1995/96
and 1996/97 financial years.

Project

South Eastern Arterial

Original Total
Cost
TEC
Actual Variation
$000
Cost
$000

Start
Date

Finish
Date

Contractor

6/96 RJM Enterprises

1,428

1,516

88

12/95

3,86C

4,236

376

3/95

6/96 Negri Constructions

589

667

78

3/95

6/96 Negri Constructions

Retrofit noise barriers between
Warrigal Rd and PHE

IJlorsetRd
Duplication from Canterbury
Rd to Eastfield Rd

[Burwood Hwy
(28.2km to 29.4km)
IWestbound third lane from
Scoresby Rd to High Street Rd
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Project

rEastern Hwy
KAlexandra Pde)
lPavement widening &
!rehabilitation
Wa~m~~C~mRd

Bridge widening
Bendigo-St Arnaud Rd
eplace bridge over Loddon
River
~yrtle St
!Replace Bendigo Creek bridge
~ndigo Redesdale Rd
iDuplication
Murray Valley Hwy Sec 3
!Realignment
~alder Hwy Sec 2
~pgrade Intersection
Cobden-Terang Rd
!pavement widening
~uronga Mildura Sth Rd
lWidening, duplication &
lintersection works
~hworth Wodonga Rd
~idening & Realignment
~alderHwy

ITraffic Management
IImprovement
plenrowan Myrtleford Rd
~iden & Resheet
rt\fjdland Hwy Sec 2
~onstruct Overtaking lane
Midland Hwy Sec 4
Duplication
OvensHwy
Realign
~urray Valley Hwy Sec 3
!Resheet
rt\fjdland Hwy Sec 3
!Resheet
!Princes Hwy West
!Rehabilitation & Widening
~reat Ocean Rd
tReconstruction
Midland Hwy Sec 6
Strengthen & Widen Pavement
Sunraysia Hwy
lPavement Reconstruct
iAIternative Truck Route
~iden & Strengthen Pavement

345

Original Total
Cost
Start Finish
Contractor
TEC
Actual Variation Date
Date
$000
$000
Cost
1,774
3/94
12,240 14,014
8/95 IDECCO

11195IVaga Constructions

794

1,012

218

2/95

1,474

2,039

565

1195

9/95 [York Civil

793

1,0oe

207

1196

4/96 rut & Fill

797

1,814

1,017

7/95

5/96 Bencon

573

824

251

4/94

3/96 2ut & Fill

551

781

230

119~

6/96 rBENCON

1,066

1,287

221

2194

6/96 rEfeytesbury Shire

744

905

161

4/95

3/96 IMildura City

541

1,378

837

4/95

582

815

237

5/95

3/97 ~iteFlats
!parstoral
5/96 lVicRoads Direct
Mgt

680

83.,

153

4/95

603

8&:

263

5/95

847

1,214

367

2/9~

562

817

255

3/95

1,040

1,286

246

2/95

510

696

186

4/94

606

841

235

5/94

1,103

1,171

68

11194

4/96 VicRoads

546

58..:

36

4/95

2/9/ WIPlant

627

881

254

1196

5/96 Morverk Pty Ltd

500

507

7

2/95

5/96 Maffra Shire

3/9/ Rural City of
Wangaratta
3/96 Mid West
Earthmovers
6/97 ,-,ut & Fill
6/96 VicRoads North
Eastern Region
under contract
2/96 VicRoads Direct
Labour
12/95 James
4/96 Mileg
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There were a further 82 projects with the TEC greater than $500,000 which were completed at or below the
original TEe.

Youth and Community Services: information technology outsourcing
1206. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): In respect of the outsourcing of information technology in
each department, agency and authority within the Minister's administration for the 1996-97 financial year,
what are the details in each case of the - (i) selection process; (ii) total costs involved; (iii) names of all the
successful persons/companies; (iv) performance measures; and (v) estimated savings and benefits of the
outsourcing.
ANSWER:
I am advised:

I refer the honourable member to the answer to Legislative Council Question No. 176 tabled on 9 October 1996
(Hansard Vol. 433, page 759).
Additional information on information technology outsourcing will become available when the second Victorian
Outsourcing Activity Survey is published during the Spring Sittings this year.

Education: information technology outsourcing
1207. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Education): In respect of the outsourcing of information technology in each department, agency
and authority within the Minister's administration for the 1996-97 financial year, what are the details in each
case of the - (i) selection process; (ii) total costs involved; (iii) names of all the successful
persons/companies; (iv) performance measures; and (v) estimated savings and benefits of the oursourcing.
ANSWER:

I am advised:
I refer the honourable member to the answer to Legislative Council Question No. 173, tabled on 9 October 1996
(Hansard Vol. 432, page 757. ) In addition, details of the outsourcing of information technology are contained in
the Victorian Outsourcing Activity Survey published in December 1997. Updated information on information
technology outsourcing will become available when the second Outsourcing Activity Survey is published during
the Spring Sittings this year.

Aboriginal Affairs: information technology outsourcing
1208. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister responsible for Aboriginal Affairs): In respect of the outsourcing of information technology in each
department, agency and authority within the Minister's administration for the 1996-97 fmancial year, what
are the details in each case ofthe - (i) selection process; (ii) total costs involved; (iii) names of all the
successful persons/companies; (iv) performance measures; and (v) estimated savings and benefits of the
outsourcing.
ANSWER:
I am advised:
I refer the honourable member to the answer to Legislative Council Question No. 176, tabled on 9 October 1996
(Hansard Vol. 432, page 756).
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Additional information on information technology outsourcing will become available when the second Victorian
Outsourcing Activity Survey is published during the Spring Sittings this year.

Housing: information technology outsourcing
1209. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Housing): In respect of the outsourcing of information technology in each department, agency
and authority within the Minister's administration for the 1996-97 financial year, what are the details in each
case of the - (i) selection process; (ii) total costs involved; (iii) names of all the successful
persons/companies; (iv) performance measures; and (v) estimated savings and benefits of the outsourcing.
A..""JSWER:
I refer the honourable member to the answer to Legislative Council Question No. 174, tabled on 9 October 1996
(Hansard Vol. 432, page 758).
Additional information on information technology outsourcing will become available when the second Victorian
Outsourcing Activity Survey is published during the Spring Sittings this year.

Women's Affairs: information technology outsourcing
1210. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Women's Affairs): In respect of the outsourcing of information technology in each
department, agency and authority within the Minister's administration for the 1996-97 fmancial year, what
are the details in each case of the - (i) selection process; (ii) total costs involved; (iii) names of all the
successful persons/companies; (iv) performance measures; and (v) estimated savings and benefits of the
outsourcing.
ANSWER:

I am advised
I refer the honourable member to the answer to Legislative Council Question No. 112 tabled on 8 October 1996
(Hansard Vol. 432, page 637). In addition, details of the outsourcing of information technology are contained in the
Victorian Outsourcing Activity Survey published in December 1997. Updated information on information
technology outsourcing will become available when the second Outsourcing Activity Survey is published during
the Spring Sittings this year.

Multimedia: information technology outsourcing
1211. TIlE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Multimedia): In respect of the outsourcing of information technology in
each department, agency and authority within the Minister's administration for the 1996-97 financial year,
what are the details in each case of the - (i) selection process; (ii) total costs involved; (iii) names of all the
successful persons/companies; (iv) performance measures; and (v) estimated savings and benefits of the
outsourcing.
ANSWER:

I am advised:
Details of the outsourcing of information technology are contained in the Victorian Outsourcing Activity Survey
published in December 1997. Updated information on information technology outsourcing will become available
when the second Outsourcing Activity Survey is published during the Spring Sittings this year.
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Planning and Local Government: information technology outsourcing
1212. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Minister for Planning and Local Government): In respect of the outsourcing ofinfonnation technology in
each department, agency and authority within the Minister's administration for the 1996-97 fmancial year,
what are the details in each case of the - (i) selection process; (ii) total costs involved; (iii) names of all the
successful persons/companies; (iv) perfonnance measures; and (v) estimated savings and benefits of the
outsourcing.

ANSWER:
I am advised:
I refer the honourable member to the answer to Legislative Council Question No. 179 tabled on 15 October 1996
(Hansard Vol. 433, page 1117).

In addition, details of the outsourcing of information technology are contained in the Victorian Outsourcing
Activity SUIvey published in December 1997. Updated infonnation on infonnation technology outsourcing will
become available when the second Outsourcing Activity Survey is published during the Spring Sittings this year.

Sport: information technology outsourcing
1213. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Sport): In respect of the outsourcing of information technology in each department, agency
and authority within the Minister's administration for the 1996-97 financial year, what are the details in each
case of the - (i) selection process; (ii) total costs involved; (iii) names of all the successful
persons/companies; (iv) performance measures; and (v) estimated savings and benefits of the outsourcing.

ANSWER:
I am advised:
I refer the honourable member to the Legislative Council Question No. 191 tabled on 16 October 1996 (Hansard
Vol. 433, page 1123).

In addition, details of the outsourcing of information technology are contained in the Victorian Outsourcing
Activity SUIVey published in December 1997. Updated information on infonnation technology outsourcing will
become available when the second Outsourcing Activity Survey is published during the Spring Sittings this year.

Rural Development: information technology outsourcing
1214. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Rural Development): In respect of the outsourcing of information technology in each
department, agency and authority within the Minister's administration for the 1996-97 fmancial year, what
are the details in each case of the - (i) selection process; (ii) total costs involved; (iii) names of all the
successful persons/companies; (iv) perfonnance measures; and (v) estimated savings and benefits of the
outsourcing.

ANSWER:
I am advised:
I refer the honourable member to the Legislative Council Question No. 190 tabled on 29 October 1996 (Hansard
Vol. 433, page 1135).
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In addition, details of the outsourcing of information technology are contained in the Victorian Outsourcing
Activity Survey published in December 1997. Updated information on information technology outsourcing will
become available when the second Outsourcing Activity Survey is published during the Spring Sittings this year.

Aged Care: information technology outsourcing
1215. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Aged Care: In respect of the
outsourcing of information technology in each department, agency and authority within the Minister's
administration for the 1996-97 financial year, what are the details in each case of the - (i) selection process;
(ii) total costs involved; (iii) names of all the successful persons/companies; (iv) performance measures; and
(v) estimated savings and benefits of the outsourcing.

ANSWER:
I am advised:
I refer the honourable member to the answer to Legislative Council Question No. 171 tabled on 29 October 1996
(Hansard Vol. 433, page 1133).
Additional information on information technology outsourcing will become available when the second Victorian
Outsourcing Activity Survey is published during the Spring Sittings this year.

Health: information technology outsourcing
1216. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: In respect of the
outsourcing of information technology in each department, agency and authority within the Minister's
administration for the 1996-97 financial year, what are the details in each case of the - (i) selection process;
(ii) total costs involved; (iii) names of all the successful persons/companies; (iv) performance measures; and
(v) estimated savings and benefits of the outsourcing.

ANSWER:
I refer the Honourable Member to the reply to Question No. 1215.

Tourism: information technology outsourcing
1217. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Tourism: In respect of the
outsourcing of information technology in each department, agency and authority within the Minister's
administration for the 1996-97 financial year, what are the details in each case of the - (i) selection process;
(ii) total costs involved; (iii) names of all the successful persons/companies; (iv) performance measures; and
(v) estimated savings and benefits of the outsourcing.

ANSWER:
I am advised:
For information relating to the Department of State Development, I refer the honourable member to the answer to
Legislative Council Question No. 69, tabled on 8 October 1996 (Hansard Vol. 432, page 622). In addition, details
of the outsourcing of information technology are contained in the Victorian Outsourcing Activity Survey published
in December 1997. Updated information on information technology outsourcing will become available when the
second Outsourcing Activity Survey is published during the Spring Sittings this year.

In relation to the Australian Grand Prix Corporation, no outsourcing of information technology has taken place in
the 1996-1997 financial year.
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Small Business: information technology outsourcing
1218. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business: In respect of the
outsourcing ofinfonnation technology in each department, agency and authority within the Minister's
administration for the 1996-97 financial year, what are the details in each case of the - (i) selection process;
(ii) total costs involved; (iii) names of all the successful persons/companies; (iv) perfonnance measures; and
(v) estimated savings and benefits of the outsourcing.
ANSWER:
I am advised:
For information relating to the Department of State Development, I refer the honourable member to the answer to
Legislative Council Question No. 69, tabled on 8 October 1996 (Hansard Vol. 432, page 622). In addition, details
of the outsourcing of information technology are contained in the Victorian Outsourcing Activity Survey published
in December 1997. Updated information on information technology outsourcing will become available when the
second Outsourcing Activity Survey is published during the Spring Sittings this year.

Transport: information technology outsourcing
1219. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Transport): In respect of the outsourcing of information technology in each
department, agency and authority within the Minister's administration for the 1996-97 financial year, what
are the details in each case of the - (i) selection process; (ii) total costs involved; (iii) names of all the
successful persons/companies; (iv) performance measures; and (v) estimated savings and benefits of the
outsourcing.
ANSWER:
I am advised:
Details of the outstanding of information technology are contained in the Victorian Outsourcing Activity Survey
published in December 1997. Updated information on information technology outsourcing will become available
when the second Outsourcing Activity Survey is published during the Spring Sittings this year.

Police and Emergency Services: information technology outsourcing
1220. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): In respect of the outsourcing of information
technology in each department, agency and authority within the Minister's administration for the 1996-97
financial year, what are the details in each case of the - (i) selection process; (ii) total costs involved; (iii)
names of all the successful persons/companies; (iv) performance measures; and (v) estimated savings and
benefits of the outsourcing.
ANSWER:
I am advised:
I refer the honourable member to the answer to Legislative Council Question No. 184, tabled on 8 October 1996
(Hansard Vol. 432, page 674). In addition, details of the outsourcing of information technology are contained in the
Victorian Outsourcing Activity Survey published in December 1997. Updated information on information
technology outsourcing will become available when the second Outsourcing Activity Survey is published during
the Spring Sittings this year.
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Corrections: information technology outsourcing
1221. TIlE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Corrections): In respect of the outsourcing of infonnation technology in each
department, agency and authority within the Minister's administration for the 1996-97 fmancial year, what
are the details in each case of the - (i) selection process; (ii) total costs involved; (iii) names of all the
successful persons/companies; (iv) performance measures; and (v) estimated savings and benefits of the
outsourcing.

ANSWER:
I am advised:
I refer the honourable member to the answer to Legislative Council Question No. 183, tabled on 8 October 1996
(Hansard Vol. 432, page 674). In addition, details of the outsourcing of information technology are contained in the
Victorian Outsourcing Activity Survey published in December 1997. Updated information on infonnation
technology outsourcing will become available when the second Outsourcing Activity Survey is published during
the Spring Sittings this year.

Agriculture and Resources: information technology outsourcing
1222. TIlE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In respect of the outsourcing of infonnation
technology in each department, agency and authority within the Minister's administration for the 1996-97
financial year, what are the details in each case of the - (i) selection process; (ii) total costs involved; (iii)
names of all the successful persons/companies; (iv) perfonnance measures; and (v) estimated savings and
benefits of the outsourcing.

ANSWER:
I am advised:
I refer the Honourable Member to the answer to Legislative Council Question No. 182, tabled on 8 October 1996
(Hansard Vol. 432, page 673). In addition, details of the outsourcing of information technology are contained in
the Victorian Outsourcing Activity Survey published in December 1997. Updated infonnation on information
technology outsourcing will become available when the second Outsourcing Activity Survey is published during
the Spring Sittings this year.

Roads and Ports: information technology outsourcing
1223. TIlE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports: In respect of the
outsourcing of infonnation technology in each department, agency and authority within the Minister's
administration for the 1996-97 financial year, what are the details in each case of the - (i) selection process;
(ii) total costs involved; (iii) names of all the successful persons/companies; (iv) performance measures; and
(v) estimated savings and benefits of the outsourcing.

ANSWER:
I am advised:
I refer the honourable member to the answer to Legislative Council Question No. 181, tabled on 8 October 1996
(Hansard Vol. 432, page 673). In addition, details of the outsourcing of information technology are contained in
the Victorian Outsourcing Activity Survey published in December 1997. Updated infonnation on infonnation
technology outsourcing will become available when the second Outsourcing Activity Survey is published during
the Spring Sittings this year.
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Treasurer: information technology outsourcing
1224. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Treasurer): In respect of the outsourcing of information technology in each department, agency and
authority within the Treasurer's administration for the 1996-97 fmancial year, what are the details in each
case of the - (i) selection process; (ii) total costs involved; (iii) names of all the successful
persons/companies; (iv) perfonnance measures; and (v) estimated savings and benefits of the outsourcing.

ANSWER:
I am advised:
I refer the honourable member to the answer to Legislative Council Question No. 180, tabled on 8 October 1996
(Hansard Vol. 432, page 670). In addition, details of the outsourcing of information technology are contained in
the Victorian Outsourcing Activity Survey published in December 1997. Updated information on information
technology outsourcing will become available when the second Outsourcing Activity Survey is published during
the Spring Sittings this year.

Gaming: information technology outsourcing
1225. THE HON. M. M. GOULD -

To ask the Honourable the Minister for Gaming: In respect of the
outsourcing of information technology in each department, agency and authority within the Minister's
administration for the 1996-97 financial year, what are the details in each case of the - (i) selection process;
(ii) total costs involved; (iii) names of all the successful persons/companies; (iv) performance measures; and
(v) estimated savings and benefits of the outsourcing.

ANSWER:
I am advised:
Details of the outsourcing of information technology are contained in the Victorian Outsourcing Activity Survey
published in December 1997. Updated information on information technology outsourcing will become available
when the second Outsourcing Activity Survey is published during the Spring Sittings this year.

Finance: information technology outsourcing
To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance: In respect of the
outsourcing of information technology in each department, agency and authority within the Minister's
administration for the 1996-97 financial year, what are the details in each case of the - (i) selection process;
(ii) total costs involved; (iii) names of all the successful persons/companies; (iv) performance measures; and
(v) estimated savings and benefits of the outsourcing.

1226. TIlE HON. M. M. GOULD -

ANSWER:
I am advised:
Details of the outsourcing of information technology are contained in the Victorian Outsourcing Activity Survey
published in December 1997. Updated information on information technology outsourcing will become available
when the second Outsourcing Activity Survey is published during the Spring Sittings this year.

Premier: information technology outsourcing
1227. THE HON. M. M. GOULD -

To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Premier): In respect of the outsourcing of information technology in each
department, agency and authority within the Premier's administration for the 1996-97 financial year, what
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are the details in each case of the - (i) selection process; (ii) total costs involved; (iii) names of all the
successful persons/companies; (iv) perfonnance measures; and (v) estimated savings and benefits of the
outsourcing.

ANSWER:
I am advised:
Details of the outsourcing ofinfonnation technology are contained in the Victorian Outsourcing Activity Survey
published in December 1997. Updated infonnation on infonnation technology outsourcing will become available
when the second Outsourcing Activity Survey is published during the Spring Sittings this year.

Multicultural Affairs: information technology outsourcing
1228. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Multicultural Affairs): In respect of the outsourcing of infonnation
technology in each department, agency and authority within the Minister's administration for the 1996-97
financial year, what are the details in each case of the - (i) selection process; (ii) total costs involved; (iii)
names of all the successful persons/companies; (iv) perfonnance measures; and (v) estimated savings and
benefits of the outsourcing.

ANSWER:
I am advised:
Details of the outsourcing of infonnation technology are contained in the Victorian Outsourcing Activity Survey
published in December 1997. Updated infonnation on infonnation technology outsourcing will become available
when the second Outsourcing Activity Survey is published during the Spring Sittings this year.

Arts: information technology outsourcing
1229. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for the Arts): In respect of the outsourcing ofinfonnation technology in
each department, agency and authority within the Minister's administration for the 1996-97 financial year,
what are the details in each case of the - (i) selection process; (ii) total costs involved; (iii) names of all the
successful persons/companies; (iv) performance measures; and (v) estimated savings and benefits of the
outsourcing.

ANSWER:
I am advised:
Details of the outsourcing of infonnation technology are contained in the Victorian Outsourcing Activity Survey
published in December 1997. Updated information on information technology outsourcing will become available
when the second Outsourcing Activity Survey is published during the Spring Sittings this year.

Attorney-General: information technology outsourcing
1230. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Attorney-General): In respect of the outsourcing of information technology in each department, agency
and authority within the Attorney-General's administration for the 1996-97 financial year, what are the
details in each case of the - (i) selection process; (ii) total costs involved; (iii) names of all the successful
persons/companies; (iv) performance measures; and (v) estimated savings and benefits of the outsourcing.
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ANSWER:

I am advised:
I refer the honourable member to the answer to Legislative Council Question No. 188 tabled on 8 October 1996
(Hansard Vol. 432, page 637). In addition, details of the outsourcing ofinfonnation technology are contained in the
Victorian Outsourcing Activity Survey published in December 1997. Updated information on infonnation
technology outsourcing will become available when the second Outsourcing Activity Survey is published during
the Spring Sittings this year.

Fair Trading: information technology outsourcing
1232. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Fair Trading): In respect of the outsourcing of information technology in each department,
agency and authority within the Minister's administration for the 1996--97 fmancial year, what are the details
in each case of the - (i) selection process; (ii) total costs involved; (iii) names of all the successful
person&'companies; (iv) performance measures; and (v) estimated savings and benefits of the outsourcing.
ANSWER:
I am advised:

I refer the honourable member to the answer to Legislative Council Question No. 189 tabled on 8 October 1996
(Hansard Vol. 432, page 637). In addition, details of the outsourcing of information technology are contained in the
Victorian Outsourcing Activity Survey published in December 1997. Updated information on information
technology outsourcing will become available when the second Outsourcing Activity Survey is published during
the Spring Sittings this year.

Conservation and Land Management: information technology outsourcing
1233. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In respect of the outsourcing of
information technology in each department, agency and authority within the Minister's administration for the
1996-97 financial year, what are the details in each case of the - (i) selection process; (ii) total costs
involved; (iii) names of all the successful person&'companies; (iv) performance measures; and (v) estimated
savings and benefits of the outsourcing.
ANSWER:
I am advised:

Details of the outsourcing of information technology are contained in the Victorian Outsourcing Activity Survey
published in December 1997. Updated information on infonnation technology outsourcing will become available
when the second Outsourcing Activity Survey is published during the Spring Sittings this year.

Tertiary Education and Training: consultancies
1234. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Tertiary Education and Training): In relation to consultancies engaged during the 1995-96 and
1996-97 financial years costing less than $50,000, what are the details of each consultancy commissioned by
the Office of Training and Further Education, indicating - (i) the date; (ii) cost; (iii) the purpose; (iv) the
name and address of the consultant; (v) the recommendations made; (vi) the action taken in response to any
recommendations; and (vii) whether tenders were called.
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A.~SWER:

I am informed as follows:
To provide the information requested would require an inordinate amount of time and resources which are not
available. The Hon. M M Gould may wish to submit a more focussed and specific question on these matters.

Police and Emergency Services: Metropolitan Fire Brigade properties
1236. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): In respect of all properties fully owned by the
Metropolitan Fire Brigade, what is the - (i) total number currently not occupied or in use by the MFB; (ii)
most recent valuation of each individual property; and (iii) address of each such property.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is:

The Metropolitan Fire Brigade does not own any property. All property is owned by the Metropolitan Fire and
Emergency Services Board (MFESB). There are 14 properties which are fully owned by the MFESB and currently
not in use or occupied by the MFESB.
To release the most recent valuations of property owned but not occupied or used by the MFESB might prejudice
future sales of the properties. However, other details of the properties are shown in the attached Schedule 1.
SCHEDULE 1 - PROPERTIES CURRENTLY NOT OCCUPIED OR IN USE BY THE MFESB
Property Address
727 Sydney Road,
Coburg
45 William St.
Hawthorn
16 Bulla Road, North
Essendon
1715-1719 Malvern
Road, East Malvern

Rear of24 Blyth St.
Brunswick
7-9 Akuna St. Altona

537 High St. Mount
Waverley
2-6 Flockhart St.
Abbotsford
291-295 North Road,
Ormond
16 Croydon Road,
Croydon
7 Mitchell St.
Northcote
8-10 Baker St.

Brief Description
Former Coburg Fire
Station
Former Hawthorn Fire St

Former Essendon Fire
Station
Two houses purchased for
an East Malvern fire
station site.
Four flats, separate title to
that of Brunswick fire
station
Two flats associated but
separate from Altona fire
station
Two flats associated but
separate from Waverley
fire station
Workshop building, leased
out.
Warehouse - former
Ormond temporary fire
station
Two flats associated with
Croydon fire station
One house adjacent to
Northcote fire station
Part of Fire Equipment

Notes
Sale to fund future land and building development as
required.
Sale to fund future land and building development as
required.
Sale to fund future land and building development as
required.
Future utilisation of this site to be determined

Sale to fund future land and building development as
required.
Future utilisation of this site to be determined.

Associated with existing Waverley fire station. Proposed
to be sold with Waverley when relocated
Future utilisation of this site to be determined.
Sale to fund future land and building development as
required.
Planned to incorporate these properties into a future
redeveloped fire station.
Planned to incorporate this property in a future
redeveloped fire station
Future utilisation of this site to be determined
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Richmond
7-9 Anderson Road,
Thombury
525 Clayton Road,
Clayton

Tuesday, 6 October 1998

Brief Description
Services office area let.
Vacant land, leased out

Future utilisation of this site to be determined.

Vacant land adjacent to
Clayton fire station

Sale to fund future land and building development as
required

Notes

The MFESB owns a further seven properties, marked with an asterisk on the schedule, which it part occupies.
Details of these properties are provided in the schedule below.
Property Address
*69 Droop St.
Footscray
*268 Union Road,
AscotVale
*58 Batman St., West
Melb.

Notes
Combined with the Fire station building, not separate
buildings.
Combined with the Fire station building, not separate
buildings.
Combined with the Fire station building, not separate
buildings.

* 15 Anderson Road,
Thombury

Brief Description
Six flats associated with
Footscray fire station
One flat associated with
Ascot Vale Fire Station
One flat associated with
West Melbourne Fire
Station
Part leased out, rest used
by the MFESB

*32 McIntrye Road,
Sunshine
*613 Victoria St.
Abbotsford
*Fairbaim Road,
North laverton

Part leased out, rest used
bytheMFESB
Part leased out, rest used
by the MFESB
Most leased out, part used
by the MFESB

Part of Sunshine fire station complex. Site earmarked for
future requirement.
Future utilisation of this site to be determined, part of
redevelopment·ofRichmond fire station.
Future utilisation of this site to be determined., part of
North laverton fire station land

Part of Thombury Complex.

Police and Emergency Services: Country Fire Authority properties
1237. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): In respect of all properties fully owned by the
Country Fire Authority, what is the - (i) total number currently not occupied or in use by the CFA; (ii) most
recent valuation of each individual property; and (iii) address of each such property.
A.l\lSWER:

I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is:
The total number of properties currently not occupied or in use by CFA is:
Buildings

8

Land

42

To release the most recent valuations of property owned but not occupied or used by the CFA might prejudice
future sales of the properties. However, other details of the properties are shown in the attached Schedule 1.
SCHEDULE 1 - PROPERTIES CURRENTLY NOT OCCUPIED OR IN USE BY THE CFA
Address
Buildings
169 Pearson St, Maffra
3 Cannonsgate St, Kerang
7 Wills St, Bright
8-10 Sinclair St, Drouin
8 Conness St, Chiltern
Midlands Hwy, Swanpool

Brief Description

Old Fire Station
Residence
Old Fire Station
Masonic Hall
Old Fire Station
Old Fire Station

Notes

For Sale
For Sale
For Sale
NewFS Site
For Sale
For Sale
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Address
Buildings
16-18 Pysent St, Horsham
179 Jamieson St, Red Cliffs

Old Fire Station
Old Fire Station

For Sale
For Sale

Land
2-6 Market St, Eaglehawk
Service Rd, Korong
17 Chapel St, Wedderburn
Popes Rd, Juniortoun
10 Burke St, Newbridge
Penola Rd, Lake Mundi
1-3 Rae St, Colac
10-12 Arundel St, Cranboume
179 High St, Hastings
Seaspray Rd, Seaspray
Licola Rd, Licola
Valencia Ck Rd, Valencia Ck
Martins Rd, W illung
Bonang Rd, Gelantipy
Wyung Rd, Glendadale
Pyalong Rd, Glenaroua
8 Herriot St, Heathcote
Dairy Ck Rd, Homew~d
155 Powlett St, Kilmore
Lancefield Rd, Tooborac
127 Bankin St, Learmonth
Ararat Rd, Yallaypoora
Ellem Rd, Ellam
Natimuk Rd, Mitre
1-5 Elgin St, Nhill
Lasce1les St, Roseberry
Wharrarilla Rd, Bamawn
Headworks Rd, Torrumbarry
Borung Hwy, Wooroonook
Mansfield Rd, Howes Creek
Top Rd, Terip Terip
Blue Range Rd, Bridge Ck
Bowmans Rd, Murmungee
24 Kiewa Valley Rd, Tawonga
607 Howitt St, Wendouree
Lots 3&4 Trewin St, Wendouree
1-5 Vermont Ave, Warragul
133 Grossmans Rd, Torquay
8-10 Alma St, St Amaud
184 Fitzroy St, Kerang
Lot 1 Eramosa Rd, Somerville
10 Swann St, Brim

Vacant Land
Vacant Land
Vacant Land
Vacant Land
Vacant Land
Vacant Land
Vacant Land
Vacant Land
Vacant Land
Vacant Land
Vacant Land
Vacant Land
Vacant Land
Vacant Land
Vacant Land
Vacant Land
Vacant Land
Vacant Land
Vacant Land
Vacant Land
Vacant Land
Vacant Land
Vacant Land
Vacant Land
Vacant Land
Vacant Land
Vacant Land
Vacant Land
Vacant Land
Vacant Land
Vacant Land
Vacant Land
Vacant Land
Vacant Land
Vacant Land
Vacant Land
Vacant Land
Vacant Land
Vacant Land
Vacant Land
Vacant Land
Vacant Land

NewFS Site
NewFS Site
NewFS Site

*

Brief Description

Notes

*
NewFS Site

*
NewFS Site
NewFS Site
NewFS Site

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
NewFS Site

*
NewFS Site
New FS Site
For Sale

*
*
*
NewFS Site

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
NewFS Site
For Sale
For Sale
NewFS Site
New FS Site
NewFS Site
NewFS Site
NewFS Site
NewFS Site

These sites are no longer required, however they are generally very small sites with little or no market value
and cannot easily be sold.
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Housing: consultancies
1238. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Housing): In respect of each department, agency and authority within her administration, for
the period 24 November 1995 to 30 June 1997, what are the details of each consultancy commissioned,
indicating - (i) the date; (ii) the cost; (iii) the purpose; (iv) the name and address of the consultant; (v) the
recommendations made; (vi) the action taken in response to any recommendations; and (vii) whether tenders
were called.
ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer to the question is:
The details of consultancies in excess of $100,000 are published in the respective annual reports of the relevant
Departments and Agencies.

Education: consultancies
1239. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Education): In respect of each department, agency and authority within his administration, for
the period 24 November 1995 to 30 June 1997, what are the details of each consultancy commissioned,
indicating - (i) the date; (ii) the cost; (iii) the purpose; (iv) the name and address of the consultant; (v) the
recommendations made; (vi) the action taken in response to any recommendations; and (vii) whether tenders
were called.
ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer to the question is:
The details of consultancies in excess of $100,000 are published in the respective annual reports of the relevant
Departments and Agencies.

Youth and Community Services: consultancies
1240. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): In respect of each department, agency and authority within
his administration, for the period 24 November 1995 to 30 June 1997, what are the details of each
consultancy commissioned, indicating - (i) the date; (ii) the cost; (iii) the purpose; (iv) the name and
address of the consultant; (v) the recommendations made; (vi) the action taken in response to any
recommendations; and (vii) whether tenders were called.
ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer to the question is:
Details of consultancies in excess of $1 00,000 are published in the annual reports of the Department of Human
Services and relevant agencies.

Small Business: consultancies
1241. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business: In respect of each
department, agency and authority within her administration, for the period 24 November 1995 to 30 June
1997, what are the details of each consultancy commissioned, indicating - (i) the date; (ii) the cost; (iii) the
purpose; (iv) the name and address of the consultant; (v) the recommendations made; (vi) the action taken in
response to any recommendations; and (vii) whether tenders were called.
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A.~SWER:

I am informed that the answer to the question is:
The details of consultancies in excess of $1 00,000 are published in the respective annual reports of the relevant
Departments and Agencies.

Health: consultancies
1242. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: In respect of each
department, agency and authority within his administration, for the period 1 January 1996 to 30 June 1997,
what are the details of each consultancy commissioned, indicating - (i) the date; (ii) the cost; (iii) the
pwpose; (iv) the name and address of the consultant; (v) the recommendations made; (vi) the action taken in
response to any recommendations; and (vii) whether tenders were called.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer to the question is:
The details of consultancies in excess of $1 00,000 are published in the respective annual reports of the relevant
Departments and Agencies.

Tourism: consultancies
1243. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Tourism: In respect of each
department, agency and authority within her administration, for the period 24 November 1995 to 30 June
1997, what are the details of each consultancy commissioned, indicating - (i) the date; (ii) the cost; (iii) the
pwpose; (iv) the name and address of the consultant; (v) the recommendations made; (vi) the action taken in
response to any recommendations; and (vii) whether tenders were called.
A.~SWER:

I am informed that the answer to the question is:
The details of consultancies in excess of $1 00,000 are published in the respective annual reports of the relevant
Departments and Agencies.

Arts: consultancies
1245. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for the Arts): In respect of each department, agency and authority within
his administration, for the period 24 November 1995 to 30 June 1997, what are the details of each
consultancy commissioned, indicating - (i) the date; (ii) the cost; (iii) the pUIpOse; (iv) the name and
address of the consultant; (v) the recommendations made; (vi) the action taken in response to any
recommendations; and (vii) whether tenders were called.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer to the question is:
The details of consultancies in excess of $100,000 are published in the respective annual reports of the relevant
Departments and Agencies.
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Industry, Science and Technology: consultancies
1248. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology:
In respect of each department, agency and authority within his administration, for the period 24 November
1995 to 30 June 1997, what are the details of each consultancy commissioned, indicating - (i) the date; (ii)
the cost; (iii) the purpose; (iv) the name and address of the consultant; (v) the recommendations made; (vi)
the action taken in response to any recommendations; and (vii) whether tenders were called.
ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer to the question is:
The details of consultancies in excess of $1 00,000 are published in the respective annual reports of the relevant
Departments and Agencies.

Youth and Community Services: child protection services
1251. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services):
(a) How many children/clients of the Department of Human Services, Child Protection Services were
waiting for long term residential placements as at 1 July 1997, indicating the breakdown for each region.

(b) What was the average waiting time as at 1 July 1997 in respect of the State and each region, and what
was the longest waiting period for the State and each region.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer to the question is:
(a) The Department of Human Services does not have waiting lists for long-term residential placements for
children/clients of the Department of Human Services, Child Protection Services.
Children and young people who require short-term or long-term placements away from their immediate family
as a result of Protective Services' involvement are located in a placement appropriate to their age, needs and
circumstances, at the time the placement is required.

In some circumstances the most appropriate placement - for example, a permanent care family - is not
immediately available because of the particular needs of the child or young person, and may need to be sought
through a specific recruitment process.

(b) Because the Department of Human Services does not have waiting lists for long-term residential placements
for children/clients, it is not possible to provide the average waiting time or longest waiting period in each
region or statewide.

Rural Development: consultancies
1252. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Rural Development): In respect of each department, agency and authority within his
administration, for the period 24 November 1995 to 30 June 1997, what are the details of each consultancy
commissioned, indicating - (i) the date; (ii) the cost; (iii) the purpose; (iv) the name and address of the
consultant; Cv) the recommendations made; (vi) the action taken in response to any recommendations; and
(vii) whether tenders were called.
ANSWER:
I an informed that the answer is:
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The details of consultancies in excess of $1 00,000 are published in the respective annual reports of the relevant
Departments and Agencies.

Agriculture and Resources: consultancies
1253. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In respect of each department, agency and
authority within his administration, for the period 24 November 1995 to 30 June 1997, what are the details of
each consultancy commissioned, indicating - (i) the date; (ii) the cost; (iii) the purpose; (iv) the name and
address of the consultant; (v) the recommendations made; (vi) the action taken in response to any
recommendations; and (vii) whether tenders were called

ANSWER:
The answer as provided by the Department of Natural Resources and Environment is:
The details of consultancies in excess of $1 00,000 are published in the respective annual reports of the relevant
Departments and Agencies.

Police and Emergency Services: consultancies
1254. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): In respect of each department, agency and
authority within his administration, for the period 24 November 1995 to 30 June 1997, what are the details of
each consultancy commissioned, indicating - (i) the date; (ii) the cost; (iii) the purpose; (iv) the name and
address of the consultant; (v) the recommendations made; (vi) the action taken in response to any
recommendations; and (vii) whether tenders were called.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is:
The details of consultancies in excess of $1 00,000 are required to be published in the respective annual reports of
the relevant Departments and Agencies.

Transport: consultancies
1255. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Transport): In respect of each department, agency and authority within his
administration, for the period 24 November 1995 to 30 June 1997, what are the details of each consultancy
commissioned, indicating - (i) the date; (ii) the cost; (iii) the purpose; (iv) the name and address of the
consultant; (v) the recommendations made; (vi) the action taken in response to any recommendations; and
(vii) whether tenders were called.

ANSWER:
The answer supplied by the (Minister for Transport) - is:
The details of consultancies in excess of $100,000 are published in the respective annual reports of the relevant
Department and Agencies.

Roads and Ports: consultancies
1256. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports: In respect of each
department:, agency and authority within his administration, for the period 24 November 1995 to 30 June

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

362

COUNCIL

Tuesday, 6 October 1998

1997, what are the details of each consultancy commissioned, indicating - (i) the date; (ii) the cost; (iii) the
purpose; (iv) the name and address ofthe consultant; (v) the recommendations made; (vi) the action taken in
response to any recommendations; and (vii) whether tenders were called.
ANSWER:

The answer as provided by my Department is:
The details of consultancies in excess of $1 00,000 are published in the respective annual reports of the relevant
Department and Agencies.

Attorney-General: consultancies
1257. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Attorney-General): In respect of each department, agency and authority within her administration, for
the period 24 November 1995 to 30 June 1997, what are the details of each consultancy commissioned,
indicating - (i) the date; (ii) the cost; (iii) the purpose; (iv) the name and address of the consultant; (v) the
recommendations made; (vi) the action taken in response to any recommendations; and (vii) whether tenders
were called.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the answer to the question is:
The details of consultancies in excess of $1 00,000 are published in the respective annual reports of the relevant
Departments and Agencies.

Fair Trading: consultancies
1258. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Fair Trading): In respect of each department, agency and authority within her
administration, for the period 24 November 1995 to 30 June 1997, what are the details of each consultancy
commissioned, indicating - (i) the date; (ii) the cost; (iii) the purpose; (iv) the name and address of the
consultant; (v) the recommendations made; (vi) the action taken in response to any recommendations; and
(vii) whether tenders were called.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the answer to the question is:
The details of consultancies in excess of $1 00,000 are published in the respective annual reports of the relevant
Departments and Agencies.

Women's Affairs: consultancies
1259. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Women's Affairs): In respect of each department, agency and authority within her
administration, for the period 24 November 1995 to 30 June 1997, what are the details of each consultancy
commissioned, indicating - (i) the date; (ii) the cost; (iii) the purpose; (iv) the name and address of the
consultant; (v) the recommendations made; (vi) the action taken in response to any recommendations; and
(vii) whether tenders were called.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the answer to the question is:
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The details of consultancies in excess of $100,000 are published in the respective annual reports of the relevant
Departments and Agencies.

Education: consultancies
1260. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Education): In respect of each department, agency and authority within his administration, for
the period 24 November 1995 to 30 June 1997, what are the details of each consultancy commissioned,
indicating - (i) the date; (ii) the cost; (iii) the purpose; (iv) the name and address of the consultant; (v) the
recommendations made; (vi) the action taken in response to any recommendations; and (vii) whether tenders
were called
ANSWER:

I am informed that the answer to the question is:
I refer the Honourable Member to the answer provided to Legislative Council Question Number 1239.

Sport: consultancies
1262. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Sport): In respect of each department, agency and authority within his administration, for
the period 24 November 1995 to 30 June 1997, what are the details of each consultancy commissioned,
indicating - (i) the date; (ii) the cost; (iii) the pwpose; (iv) the name and address of the consultant; (v) the
recommendations made; (vi) the action taken in response to any recommendations; and (vii) whether tenders
were called
ANSWER:

I am informed that the answer to the question is:
The details of consultancies in excess of $100,000 are published in the respective annual reports of the relevant
Departments and Agencies.

Education: capital expenditure
1263. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Education): What is the dollar figure for capital expenditure per head of student per electorate
for the 1996-97 fmancial year.
ANSWER:

I am informed as follows:
To provide the information requested would require an inordinate amount of time and resources which are not
available. The Hon. M. M Gould may wish to submit a more focused and specific question on the matter.

Education: school global budgets
1264. TIlE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Education): What is the combined total of expenditure on school global budgets and capital
works expenditure for each electorate in the State for the 1996-97 financial year.
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ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
To provide the information requested would require an inordinate amount of time and resources which are not
available. The Hon. M. M. Gould may wish to submit a more focused and specific question on the matter.

Education: capital expenditure
1265. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Education): What is the per student recurrent and capital expenditure for each electorate in the
State for the 1996-97 fmancial year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
To provide the information requested would require an inordinate amount of time and resources which are not
available. The Hon. M. M Gould may wish to submit a more focused and specific question on the matter.

Education: outsourcing
1266. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Education): What are the details of every Departmental service that has been contracted out or
outsourced in the course of the 1996-97 financial year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Provision of professional development programs for staff
Implementation and maintenance of the Physical Resources Management System
Vehicle fleet management
Printing of pay advice information and group certificates
Computer Support and related services
Coordinate VicOne implementation and NetDay 1997
Development of a school and teacher registration system
Development of the school global budgeting computer system
Project management of the roll-out of administrative hardware and networks to government schools
Provision of legal services
Provision of television production skills and expertise for production of SOFNet programs
Development of specialised curriculum materials and advice
Development of Understanding Australia CD ROM
Organisation of Early Years of Schooling Conferences
Publication, marketing and distribution of the Keys to Life Early Literacy Program Stage 1 Reading
Provision of interpreting and translating services to government primary and secondary schools
Executive production and broadcasting through interactive satellite television of Primary and Secondary Access
to Languages via Satellite programs and supply ofVHS master tapes and copies
Provision of educational services to teachers and students in the gender equity area
Formatting, printing, distribution, collating and electronic recording of the Learning Assessment Project (LAP)
VCE results telephone service
Development ofGenera1 Assessment Test (GAT)
Details of further outsourcing are outlined in the Annual Report of the Department of Education
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Youth and Community Services: child, adolescent and family welfare services
1268. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What amounts were paid in the 199fr-97 financial year for
each of the sub-programs in program 319 Child, Adolescent and Family Welfare Services, indicating - (i)
the sub-program name; (ii) the amount paid in salaries and wages; (iii) grants to non-government agencies;
(iv) capital costs; and (v) other costs.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer to the question is:
As part of the creation of the Department of Human Services in April 1996, programs were restructured into Output
Groups. This was in line with a policy adopted across all Government Departments. In the restructuring, the Child,
Adolescent and Family Welfare.Program became part of the Youth and Family Services Output Group.
Information on this Output Group in 1996-97 and in subsequent years is contained in Budget Papers and the
Annual Reports published since then. Information on inputs such as salaries and wages is not readily available and
the time and resources necessary to compile these cannot be justified.

Youth and Community Services: child protection services
1269. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services):
(a)

How many children/clients of the Department of Human Services, Child Protection Services
(including children in respect of whom a notification has been received) died as a result of abuse,
neglect or a related accident, or suicide in the 199fr-97 financial year.

(b)

In each of these cases was a Ministerial inquiry or an internal inquiry commenced by the Department;
if so, what was the date of commencement and what is the date of completion of the inquiry report in
each case.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer to the question is:
(a) Deaths in 1996-1997
In 1996-97,31,707 notifications were received by the Department of Human Services' Child Protection
Service.
In 1996-1997 a total of23 children known to the Child Protection Service Victoria died.
In 7 of the 23 deaths there was no current involvement with Protective Services at the time of death. In one
case the child had been notified to Protective Services immediately prior to death but had not been known to
Protective Services prior to that notification.
Of the 23 deaths which occurred in 1996-97: - 13 were identified as acquired disease/illness, SIDS or accidental
deaths; 5 were identified as related to drug/substance abuse or high risk behaviour; 4 deaths were attributed to
non-accidental trauma and 1 death occurred where the cause of death has not been able be identified.

(b) Child Death Inquiries
All 23 deaths which occurred in 1996-97 were forwarded to the Victorian Child Death Review Committee for
consideration and review.
Ten Child Death Inquiries (covering the deaths of 11 children) were established into the deaths which occurred
in 1996-97.
All of these Child Death Inquiries have been completed and the Inquiry Reports have been forwarded to the
Victorian Child Death Review Committee for review and consideration and presented to the Minister.
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Dates of commencement of the Child Death Inquiries (i.e. the initial meeting of Inquiry Panel members)
together with the month in which the completed Child Death Inquiry report was presented to the Director,
Youth and Family Services for forwarding to the Victorian Child Death Review Committee, are:
Inquiry
1
2
3
4

5
6
7

8
9
10

First Panel Meeting
January 97
November 96
February 97
February 97
March 97
February 97
May 97
June 97
June 97
June 97

Report presentation
July 1997
March 1997
April 1997
May 1997
August 1997
September 1997
September 1997
September 1997
October 1997
November 1997

Youth and Community Services: child protection services
1270. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services):
(a)

How many children/clients of the Department of Human Services, Child Protection Services were
placed in accommodation on a statewide and region by region basis in - (i) a caravan park; (ii) a
hotel/motel; and (iii) special accommodation, for the 1996-97 financial year.

(b)

In each case what was the duration of the accommodation.

ANSWER:

I am informed that the answer to the question is:
(a) and (b)
Data on the above types of placements are not maintained by most Regional Offices. To extract such
information would involve examining every case file relating to children and young people placed in out-ofhome care for the period 1996-97, a task which would require a significant and unreasonable diversion of staff
resources from the program's core function, the protection of children and young people at risk of harm.
The use of caravan park and motellhotel accommodation occurs rarely. When it does occur it typically is a
response to an emergency need and is short-term. Across the State, it is estimated that in 1996/97 there were:
no placements in special accommodation;
I placement in a caravan park; and
9 placements involving children/young people in motellhotel accommodation and 3 family groups placed
in motellhotel accommodation. Where required, accompanying staff supervised.
A number of Regions have provided a small number of caravans or specially designed and equipped
bungalows to provide for the placement of young people in the grounds of a caregiver's home, with the
appropriate range of social supports. This form of accommodation is provided only for young people assessed
as mature enough to live semi-independently and for whom home-based care and residential placement are not
appropriate. It provides an opportunity for a young person to develop independent living skills while being
supported by appropriate caregivers and staff.
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Transport: tram validator
1271. THE HON. P. POWER - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the Honourable
the Minister for Transport): In relation to tram validator No. 034-01848 fitted to a Bourke Street tram on
Wednesday, 29 April 1998:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

What was the reason for the validator not working.
How long did it take for the fault to be corrected.
Was the tram taken out of service because of this fault.
What was the cost of correcting the fault and who bore this cost.
What was the amount of revenue lost as a result of the validator being out of service and who bore the
cost.
(t) In these circumstances, how is the correct allocation of the fare revenue stream carried out and
adjustments made to the service provider.
ANSWER:

(i).

No fault was logged on this validator on that day. Most likely that a ticket had previously been jammed
in the validator which then corrected itself.

(ii)

The validator would have corrected itself within 2 to 10 minutes.

(iii)

No.

(iv)

In this instance the fault corrected itself. The cost for repairing faults is borne by Onelink Transit Pty Ltd.

(v)&(vi) The PTC is unable to determine any revenue loss, subsequently, there is no adjustment made to the
service provider.

Health: Suicide Prevention Task Force recommendations
1272. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: In relation to the $8.8
million for the implementation of the Suicide Prevention Task Force Recommendations as referred to in
Budget Paper Number 3, what are the details of the proposed expenditure, including - (i) full details of
those projects which are being funded in each of the Department of Human Services Regions; (ii) the
amounts of funding for each project; (iii) the details of tender specifications for each region; (iv) the numbers
of existing personnel who are currently employed by the Department whose salary or part salary will be paid
by the Suicide Prevention Task Force funding; and (v) the number and details of existing positions which
will cease under the new tendering arrangements.
ANSWER:

The $8.8 million has been allocated to three areas, $8.1 million to enhance mental health services, $500,000 to
expand sexual assault services and $200,000 to increase counselling and support services to survivors of torture and
trauma Specific details of these initiatives are as follows:
$8.1 million for suicide prevention packages through enhanced Area Mental Health Service response to
persons who are suicidal or have attempted self harm.

Hospitals have been provided with additional resources to implement a service enhancement package in their
mental health service. The enhancement package is focused on emergency departments, to ensure immediate
assessment and treatment of all persons at risk of suicide 24 hours a day 7 days a week. This service enhancement
will be implemented through Crisis Assessment and Treatment Teams who will be more responsive and accessible
to people who have attempted or at risk of attempting suicide. It is anticipated there will be approximately 10,000
additional assessments per year including all persons presenting at hospital emergency departments who have
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intentionally self harmed, are suicidal or identified as at risk of suicide due to the presence of recognised risk
factors.
$500,000 to improve the access of men and young women with a history of sexual abuse and self harming
behaviour to sexual assault services.

There is a clear association between a history of sexual abuse and the increased likelihood of attempted suicide.
Early intervention services reduce the risk of suicidal behaviour and other associated problems such as substance
abuse and mental health problems. Programs that have demonstrated expertise in working with the two target
groups such as Centres Against Sexual Assault will be expanded to provide early intervention services. Funds have
been allocated to regions to fund sexual assault services to implement this initiative. Funding to the regions has
been based on a formula using suicide rates (15-24) for each region as the weighting. $20,000 has been set aside
for evaluation on a recurrent basis ..
$200,000 to increase counselling and support services for survivors of torture and trauma.

Funding has been allocated to the Victorian Foundation for Survivors of Torture to expand their post-traumatic
stress counselling services. There will be a particular focus on child and adolescent refugees who are considered to
be at serious risk.
The Regional funding allocations for Enhanced mental health services, and expanded sexual assault services
are as follows:

BarwonlSouth West
Eastern
Gippsland
Grampians
Hume
Loddon Mallee
Northern
Southern
Western
Statewide evaluation

Emergency Department
Service Enhancement
729,142
1,194,903
422,698
408,562
763,777
721,706
752,104
1,522,962
1,584,144

Expanded
Sexual Assault Services
28,865
94,736
18,374
23,742
35,046
37,292
63,022
120,356
58,568
20,000

Details of tender specifications

These three initiatives, the mental health response package, the expanded sexual assault services and the survivors
of torture and trauma, are part of overall service enhancement and do not require a tender process. The
enhancement will be implemented by variations to existing contracts with service providers.
The specifications for these initiatives are as follows:
The service specifications for enhanced Crisis Assessment and Treatment Services are as follows:
Enhanced Mental Health Services

1.

This initiative builds on the current CAT service specifications.

2.

The enhanced CAT service will target all persons presenting at emergency departments in that AMHS
catchment or referred from the AMHS catchment area who have intentionally selfharrned, or are suicidal or
are identified as potentially at risk of suicide due to the presence of recognised risk factors. This includes
people who are intoxicated as a result of the consumption of alcohol or other drugs.

3. The service will operate 24 hours per day 7 days a week. There will be an active overnight shift in addition to
the on-call, after hours function which will remain in place.
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A CAT service clinical worker will be immediately available to the emergency department in the AIv1HS
catchment at all times. The clinical worker may be a psychiatric nurse, a psychologist or a social worker. The
worker may need to be physically located within the emergency department or at least in very close proximity
and within the emergency department will:
provide immediate comprehensive psychiatric assessment of all persons presenting with intentional self harm
or who are suicidal or identified as a suicide risk at emergency departments in that AMHS catchment(The
immediacy of the assessment will depend on the persons need for urgent medical treatment and their level of
consciousness, however, it should be conducted in a timely manner as part of the overall assessment of the
person's condition);
develop management and referral plans for all persons assessed and en sure that appropriate follow-up
procedures are established and monitored, if necessary providing short term management of the client until
appropriate follow up can be organised; and
provide ongoing education and training of emergency department staff in identifying assessing and managing
persons who are suicidal or are experiencing a mental illness.

5.

The service will directly assess all persons referred from the community as being suicidal or who are identified
as potentially at risk of suicide due to the presence of recognised risk factors and ensure that they are rapidly
responsive to such referrals on a 24 hour basis. This includes those who are intoxicated as a result of the
consumption of alcohol or other drugs and clients who do not require hospital admission or are not current
clients of mental health services and may not require ongoing involvement with public mental health services.

6.

The service will develop linkages with other service providers, particularly around suicide prevention and
treatment of younger people at risk, but also facilitating transition between CAMHS and Adult services.

7.

The service will develop linkages with a network of agencies to which people whose suicidality does not
require a specialist mental health service can be referred for follow up.

8.

The service will establish procedures which ensure that documented management plans are developed for all
suicide attempters prior to discharge from hospital or the emergency department. These plans will be agreed to
and communicated clearly with follow up health service providers and family members where appropriate.

9.

The service will develop local guidelines which detail contact numbers, referral processes and follow up
procedures for the referral of people who are suicidal or have attempted suicide and distribute these to relevant
local service providers. They will form the basis for linkage with statewide telephone counselling services.

10. The service will develop educationltraining programs for other health service providers. In rural areas this
should target workers in more isolated areas including GP's and community health nurses, focussing on suicide
prevention and management and the identification and management of mental illness.
11. Services will be expected to demonstrate successful implementation of the enhanced CATS response by
meeting specific service outcome indicators which will include:
- documented evidence of management and referral plans for clients;
- development of local guidelines;
- responsiveness to emergency department referrals and referrals from the community;
- evidence of training/education sessions ego number of sessions/number attending/who attends;
- number of assessments in the emergency department; and
- satisfaction measures ego of emergency department staff, consumers, families.
The selection criteria for sexual assault services are as follows:
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Sexual assault services

demonstrated ability to target male survivors of sexual assault and/or young women
sexual abuse and selfhanning behaviour

with a history of

demonstrated ability to work collaboratively with other agencies and sectors
established networks which facilitate an integrated response
with male survivors
willingness to work with other agencies who have demonstrated expertise in working
of sexual assault and/or young women with a history of sexual abuse and self harming behaviour.
Personnel Issues

There are no staff currently employed by the Department of Human Services whose salary all or in part is being
paid from the Suicide Prevention initiatives funding. The Suicide Prevention funding will be used to recruit
approximately 110 clinical mental health staff across the state. These initiatives are part of service enhancement
and there will be no reduction in staffing.

Youth and Community Services: youth initiative grants
To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): Will the Minister provide details of the Youth Initiative
Grants by location granted for the 1997 calendar year or the 1997-98 financial year, whichever is applicable.

1274. THE HON. M. M. GOULD -

ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer to the question is:

There is no funding program called Youth Initiative Grants. On the assumption that the Honourable Member is
referring to the Youth Services Grants, the chart below sets out the Youth Services Grants in 1997/98 by
Departmental Region.
Region

Number of Projects
1
7
11

Head Office - Peak Body
Head Office - Statewide
Barwon - South West
Eastern Metropolitan
Gippsland
Grampians
Hume
LoddonlMallee
Northern Metropolitan
Southern Metropolitan
Western Metropolitan

Total Allocation ($)

15
13
7
11

13

14
24
15

Total

131

250,000
699,955
452,765
400,000
380,000
300,000
378,330
420,000
517,042
809,908
460,000
5,068,00

Education: output group performance measures
1279. THE HON. M. M. GOULD -

To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Education): In relation to the performance measures for output groups identified in the
1997-98 Budget, specifically the School Education Services - Government School Education Services
(p-6) Output Group for the 1997-98 financial year - (i) what percentage of schools provided timetabled
access to curriculum in the eight key learning areas; (ii) what percentage of students in Years 3 and
5 achieved within or above appropriate range on the Learning Assessment Project in english and
mathematics; (iii) what was the student/teacher ratio; (iv) what was the extent of student access to
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computers; (v) what was the school global budget funding per student; and (vi) what funding was allocated
to schools as a percentage of total government school costs.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Education will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual Report,
which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Education: output group performance measures
1280. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Education): In relation to the performance measures for output groups identified in the
1997-98 Budget, specifically the School Education Services - Government School Education Services
(Years 7 - 12) Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year - (i) what percentage of schools provided
timetabled access to curriculum in the eight key learning areas; (ii) what was the student/teacher ratio; (iii)
what was the apparent retention rate; (iv) how many students participated in Vocational Education and
Training (VET) in Schools programs; (v) what was the proportion of schoolleavers progressing to further
education and training; (vi) what number of VET in Schools programs was endorsed to industry standards;
(vii) what was the extent of student access to computers; (viii) what was the school global budget funding
per student; and (ix) what funding was allocated to schools as a percentage of total government school costs.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Education will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual Report,
which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Education: output group performance measures
1281. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Education): In relation to the performance measures for output groups identified in the
1997-98 Budget, specifically the School Education Services - Government School Education Services
(Specialist Settings) Output Group, for the 1997-98 fmancial year - (i) what percentage of schools
provided timetabled access to curriculum in each of the seven key learning areas; (ii) what was the number
of course advice and materials published in each of the Key Learning Areas for students with disabilities and
impairments; (iii) what was the student/teacher ratio; and (iv) what was the school global budget funding per
student.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Education will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual Report,
which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Education: output group performance measures
1282. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Education): In relation to the performance measures for output groups identified in the
1997-98 Budget, specifically the School Education Services - Non-Government School Education Services
Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, what were - (i) the number of cyclic reviews of
non-government schools conducted according to approved Registered Schools Board procedures; (ii) the
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number of non-government schools endorsed to accept full fee-paying overseas students; and (iii) the
average cost per non-government student to administer non-government schools by Registered Schools
Board.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Education will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual Report,
which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Tertiary Education and Training: output group performance measures
1283. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Tertiary Education and Training): in relation to the performance measures for output groups
identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the School Education Services - School Accountability and
Reporting, for the 1997-98 financial year- (i) what percentage of Schools of the Future submitted annual
reports within guidelines; (ii) what number of Schools of the Future completed the triennial school review
within established timelines; (iii) what was the average contracted cost of school reviews (cost per review);
and (iv) what was the average contracted cost of school audits (cost per audit).
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Education will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual Report,
which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Tertiary Education and Training: output group performance measures
1284. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Tertiary Education and Training): In relation to the performance measures for output groups
identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Vocational Education and Training Services Output
Group, for the 1997-98 financial year what was - (i) the level of training activity as measured in student
contact hours (SCH); (ii) the percentage of successful training completions as measured by module load
completion rate; (iii) the average cost per SCH of training delivery; and (iv) the proportion of training
activity budget tendered.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Education will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual Report,
which will be tabled in Parliament in the current ~sion.

Tertiary Education and Training: output group performance measures
1285. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Tertiary Education and Training): In relation to the performance measures for output groups
identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Vocational Education and Training Services Output
Quality Assurance Services Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year how many private providers have
been registered.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
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Information on the performance of the Department of Education will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual Report,
which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Education: output group performance measures
1286. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Education): In relation to the performance measures for output groups identified in the
1997-98 Budget, specifically the Adult, Community and Further Education Services-Output-ACFE
Services Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year what was - (i) the level of education activity as
measured in student contact hours (SCH); (ii) the percentage of successful education completions as
measured by module load completion rate; and (iii) the average cost of delivery per student contact hour.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Education will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual Report,
which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Education: output group performance measures
1287. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Education): In relation to the performance measures for output groups identified in the
1997-98 Budget, specifically the Adult, Community and Further Education Services - Output-Quality
Assurance Services Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year what was the number of registration of
ACE providers in accordance with revised guidelines.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Education will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual Report,
which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Tertiary Education and Training: output group performance measures
1288. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Tertiary Education and Training): In relation to the performance measures for output groups
identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Higher Education Services - Accreditation,
Authorisation to Conduct and Endorsement Services Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, what
percentage of - (i) private providers delivered courses that met university equivalence standard; and (ii)
university course endorsement applications and private provider applications were actioned within 14 days.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Education will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual Report,
which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Tertiary Education and Training: output group performance measures
1289. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Tertiary Education and Training): In relation to the performance measures for output groups
identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Higher Education Services -

The Making Places
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Initiative Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year what was - (i) what was the payment for places as
projected and negotiated with institutions; (ii) the funded Equivalent Full-Time Student Units (EFTSU)
pipeline places; (iii) the rate of institutional payments made in accordance with schedule; and (iv) the cost
per place in institutions.
.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Education will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual Report,
which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Health: output group performance measures
1290. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: In relation to the
performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Acute Health
Services - Admitted Services Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, what were - (i) the number
of separations; (ii) the number of Elective Category 1 patients waiting more than 30 days as at 30 June; (iii)
the number of Elective Category 2 patients waiting more than 90 days as at 30 June; (iv) the proportion of
hospital inpatients publicly funded; (v) the percentage of unplanned re-admissions as a proportion oftotal
patients treated; and (v) the Weighted Inlier Equivalent Separation (multi day and same day services).
ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Human Services will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Health: output group performance measures
1291. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: In relation to the
performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Acute Health
Services - Outpatient Services Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year what was - (i) the number of
occasions of services for outpatients; and (ii) the number of VACS outpatients encounters (Group A).
ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Human Services will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Health: output group performance measures
1292. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: In relation to the
performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Acute Health
Services - Emergency Medical Treatments Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year - (i) what
percentage of emergency category 1 patients were treated immediately; (ii) what percentage of emergency
category 2 patients were treated in 10 minutes; (iii) what percentage of emergency category 3 patients were
treated in 30 minutes; and (iv) what percentage reduction occurred in the number of emergency admission
blocks.
ANSWER:
I am informed that:
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Information on the performance of the Department of Human Services will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Health: output group performance measures
1293. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: In relation to the
performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Acute Health
Services - Hospital Based Training and Development Output Group, for the 1997-98 fmancial year what
was the number of - (i) first year graduate nurses places (EFT); (ii) post-registered nurses places (EFT);
and (iii) accredited registrars (EFT).
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Human Services will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Health: output group performance measures
1294. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: In relation to the
performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Acute Health
Services - Non-Hospital Based Services Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year what was the
number of - (i) Hili bed days; and (ii) post acute initiative projects.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Human Services will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Health: output group performance measures
1295. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: In relation to the
performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Ambulance
Services - Metropolitan Services Output Group, for the 1997-98 fmancial year - (i) what were the
number of patient case - emergency; (ii) what were the number of patient case - non-emergency; (iii)
what was the response time emergency (code 1) in 50 per cent of cases; and (iv) what was the response time
emergency (code 1) in 90 per cent of cases.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Human Services will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Health: output group performance measures
1296. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: In relation to the
performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Ambulance
Services - Country Services Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year - (i) what were the number of
patient case - emergency; (ii) what were the number of patient case - non-emergency; (iii) what was the
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response time emergency (code 1) in 50 per cent of cases; (iv) what was the response time emergency (code
1) in 90 per cent of cases.
ANSWER:

I am infonned that:
Infonnation on the performance of the Department of Human Services will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Health: output group performance measures
1297. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: In relation to the
performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Ambulance
Services - Air Services Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, what was the number of - (i) rotary
wing cases; and (ii) fixed wing cases.
ANSWER:

I am infonned that:
Infonnation on the performance of the Department of Human Services will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Health: output group performance measures
1298. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: In relation to the
performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Ambulance
Services - Externally Based Clinical Training Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year what was the
number of - (i) Associate Diploma of Health Sciences student contact hours; (ii) Paramedic student contact
hours; and (iii) Other (Continuing Education Program) student contact hours.
ANSWER:

I am infonned that:
Infonnation on the performance of the Department of Human Services will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Aged Care: output group performance measures
1299. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Aged Care: In relation to the
performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Aged Care
Services Community and Residential Care Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, what was the
number of - (i) home-based hours of care; (ii) in home food services; (iii) occasions of community care;
(iv) aged care assessments; (v) clients of Linkages program; and (vi) carers assisted.
ANSWER:

I am infonned that:
Infonnation on the perfonnance of the Department of Human Services'will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.
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Aged Care: output group performance measures
BOO. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Aged Care: In relation to the
perfonnance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Aged Care
Services - Palliative Care Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, what was the number of - (i)
palliative care separations; (ii) palliative care bed days; (iii) palliative care (community) occasions of service.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Human Services will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Aged Care: output group performance measures
1301. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Aged Care: In relation to the
performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Aged Care
Services - Prevention and Promotion Programs Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, what was
the number of attendances.

(i) seniors card holders; (ii) senior citizens' week participants; and (iii) day centre

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Human Services will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Aged Care: output group performance measures
1302. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Aged Care: In relation to the
performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Aged Care
Services - Rehabilitation and Sub-acute Health Services Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year,
what was the number of - (i) sub-acute and rehabilitation separations; (ii) sub-acute and rehabilitation bed
days; and (iii) community rehabilitation occasions of service.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Human Services will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Youth and Community Services: output group performance measures
1303. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): In relation to the performance measures for output groups
identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Co-ordinated Care Services - Dental Health Services
Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, what was - (i) the number of School Dental Service
courses of care for primary school children; (ii) the number of School Dental Service courses of care for
Grades 7 and 8 concession card holders; (iii) the number of people who received restorative care under the
Community Dental Program; (iv) the number of people who received dentures under the Community
Dental Program; (v) the number of people who received specialist care under the Community Dental
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Program; (vi) the number of people who received an emergency course of care; (vii) the waiting time for
restorative care; and (viii) the waiting time for dentures.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
This matter is the responsibility of the Minister for Health. However the answer is that information on the
performance of the Department of Human Services will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual Report, which will be
tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Youth and Community Services: output group performance measures
1304. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): In relation to the performance measures for output groups
identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Co-ordinated Care Services - Community Health
Services Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year what was the - (i) total direct client contacts in the
community health program; and (ii) total service hours for group services.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
This matter is the responsibility of the Minister for Health. However the answer is that information on the
performance of the Department of Human Services will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual Report, which will be
tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Youth and Community Services: output group performance measures
1305. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): In relation to the performance measures for output groups
identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Co-ordinated Care Services-Drug Treatment Services
Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year what was the - (i) number of direct line contacts in relation
to telephone counselling; (ii) number of community drug withdrawals in relation to Episodes of Service;
(iii) level of rehabilitation in relation to Episodes of Service; and (iv) number of residential withdrawal
services (beds).

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
This matter is the responsibility of the Minister for Health. However the answer is that information on the
performance of the Department of Human Services will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual Report, which will be
tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Youth and Community Services: output group performance measures
1306. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): In relation to the performance measures for output groups
identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Mental Health Services - Adult Mental Health Services
Output Group, for the 1997-98 fmancial year, what was the number of - (i) beds; (ii) inpatient discharges;
(iii) inpatient occupied bed days; (iv) registered clients; and (v) registered client contacts.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
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This matter is the responsibility of the Minister for Health. However the answer is that information on the
performance of the Department of Human Services will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual Report, which will be
tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Youth and Community Services: output group performance measures
1307. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): In relation to the performance measures for output groups
identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Mental Health Services - Child and Adolescent Mental
Health Services Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, what are the number of - (i) beds; (ii)
inpatient discharges; (iii) inpatient occupied bed days; (iv) registered clients; and (v) registered client
contacts.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This matter is the responsibility of the Minister for Health. However the answer is that information on the
performance of the Department of Human Services will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual Report, which will be
tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Youth and Community Services: output group performance measures
1308. TIlE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): In relation to the performance measures for output groups
identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Mental Health Services - Aged Persons Mental Health
Services Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, what are the number of - (i) beds; (ii) inpatient
discharges; (iii) inpatient occupied bed days; (iv) registered clients; and (v) registered client contacts.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This matter is the responsibility of the Minister for Health. However the answer is that information on the
performance of the Department of Human Services will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual Report, which will be
tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Youth and Community Services: output group performance measures
1309. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): In relation to the performance measures for output groups
identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Mental Health Services - Forensic Mental Health
Services- Forensic Psychiatry Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, what are the number of - (i)
beds; (ii) inpatient discharges; (iii) inpatient occupied bed days; (iv) registered clients; and (v) registered
client contacts.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This matter is the responsibility of the Minister for Health. However the answer is that information on the
performance ofthe Department of Human Services will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual Report, which will be
tabled in Parliament in the current session.
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Youth and Community Services: output group performance measures
1310. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): In relation to the performance measures for output groups
identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Mental Health Services - Forensic Mental Health
Services-Prisoner Health Care Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, what are the number of - (i)
beds; (ii) inpatient occupied bed days; and (iii) client contacts.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
This matter is the responsibility of the Minister for Health. However the answer is that information on the
performance of the Department of Human Services will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual Report, which will be
tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Youth and Community Services: output group performance measures
1311. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): In relation to the performance measures for output groups
identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Mental Health Services - Psychiatric Disability Support
Services Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, what are the number of - (i) residential
rehabilitation and supported housing services - resident bed days; (ii) home based/out-reach housing
support - resident bed days; (iii) home based/out-reach housing support - client contacts;
(iv) non-residential living and social skills services - contacts; and (v) mutual support/self-help groupcontacts.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
This matter is the responsibility of the Minister for Health. However the answer is that information on the
performance of the Department of Human Services will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual Report, which will be
tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Health: output group performance measures
1312. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: In relation to the
performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Public Health
Services-Health Protection Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year what was the - (i) number of
licences/permits issued, inspections and investigations; (ii) immunisation coverage (percentage) at 2 years
old; (iii) immunisation coverage (percentage) at school entry; (iv) immunisation coverage (percentage) at 17
years old; (v) food recall response time; and (vi) number of occasions of service at the Sexual Health Centre.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Human Services will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Youth and Community Services: output group performance measures
1313. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): In relation to the performance measures for output groups
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identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Public Health Services - Health Development Output
Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, what was - (i) the number of blood donations; (ii) the number of
breast screening services; (iii) the percentage of eligible women having pap smear in the previous three
years; (iv) the number of genetic counselling contacts; (v) the number of ethnic language services interpreting; (vi) the number of ethnic language services - translation; and (vii) the number of Koori
communities serviced under the Koori adolescent health development strategy.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This matter is the responsibility of the Minister for Health. However the answer is that information on the
performance of the Department of Human Services will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual Report, which will be
tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Youth and Community Services: output group performance measures
1314. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): In relation to the performance measures for output groups
identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Public Health Services - Healthcare Evaluation Workforce Planning Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, what was - (i) the percentage of
interns matched to available posts in hospitals; (ii) the number of training and development grants to
medical and allied health professionals; (iii) the number of major reports prepared on medical and nursing
workforce; and (iv) the number of reviews and/or implementation of registration acts.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This matter is the responsibility of the Minister for Health. However the answer is that information on the
performance of the Department of Human Services will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual Report, which will be
tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Youth and Community Services: output group performance measures
1315. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister tor Youth and Community Services): In relation to the performance measures for output groups
identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Disability Services - Accommodation Support Output
Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, as at 30 June what was - (i) the number of persons in congregate
residential care facilities; (ii) the number of persons in community based residential care; (iii) the number of
people receiving in-home accommodation support clients; and (iv) the proportion of accommodation
support clients in community based settings.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Human Services will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Youth and Community Services: output group performance measures
1316. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): In relation to the performance measures for output groups
identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Disability Services - Client and Family Support and

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

382

COUNCIL

Tuesday, 6 October 1998

Community Participation Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, what was the number of - (i)
persons receiving day programs (EFl) as at 30 June; (ii) aids/equipment supplied during the year; (iii)
people receiving client and family support and intervention services during the year; and (iv) episodes of
respite care during the year.
A.~SWER:

I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Human Services will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Youth and Community Services: output group performance measures
1317. TIlE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): In relation to the performance measures for output groups
identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Youth and Family Services - Children's Services
Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, what was - (i) the number of funded preschool locations;
(ii) the number of funded preschool places; (iii) the number of funded vacation and out of school hours
places; (iv) the number of funded school age service delivery locations; (v) the number of funded EFT
occasional care places; (vi) the number of funded occasional care places; (vii) the number of funded
occasional care service delivery locations and (viii) the preschool participation rate.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Human Services will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Youth and Community Services: output group performance measures
1318. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): In relation to the performance measures for output groups
identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Youth and Family Services - Youth Services Output
Group, for the 1997-98 financial year what was the number of - (i) direct client contacts; and (ii) projects
funded.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Human Services will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Youth and Community Services: output group performance measures
1319. TIlE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): In relation to the performance measures for output groups
identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Youth and Family Services-Community Programs
Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, what was the number of - (i) family support cases; (ii)
fmancial counselling contacts; and (iii) telephone counselling and referral contacts.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
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Information on the performance of the Department of Human Senrices will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Youth and Community Services: output group performance measures
1320. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): In relation to the performance measures for output groups
identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Youth and Family Services - Family Services Output
Group, for the 1997-98 financial year - (i) what percentage of children aged 0 - 1 month were enrolled
in respect of maternal and child health; (ii) what was the number of specialist children's services clients;
(iii) what was the number of neighbourhood houses and funded hours of coordination; (iv) what was the
student participation rate for the School Nursing Program; and (v) what was the number of early parenting
centres clients.
A..~SWER:

I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Human Senrices will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Youth and Community Services: output group performance measures
1321. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Senrices): In relation to the performance measures for output groups
identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Youth and Family Services - Accommodation Support
and Assistance Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year what was the amount of - (i) adult
accommodation and support capacity; and (ii) young persons accommodation and support capacity.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Human Senrices will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Youth and Community Services: output group performance measures
1322. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): In relation to the performance measures for output groups
identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Youth and Family Services - Juvenile Justice Output
Group, for the 1997-98 financial year what was the number of - (i) persons in detention; and (ii) persons
on a community-based order.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Human Senrices will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Youth and Community Services: output group performance measures
1323. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): In relation to the performance measures for output groups
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identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Youth and Family Services - Protection and Placement
Services Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, what was the number of - (i) referrals to child
protection services; (ii) cases of substantiated abuse; (iii) children under guardianship or supervision orders;
(iv) facility based placements; (v) home based placements; (vi) support services; (vii) adoptions; (viii)
clients of adoption information service; and (ix) special needs placements.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Human Services will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Youth and Community Services: output group performance measures
1324. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): In relation to the performance measures for output groups
identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Concessions to Pensioners and Beneficiaries - Energy
Concessions Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, what was the number of households
receiving - (i) mains electrical concessions; (ii) mains gas concessions; and (iii) non-mains energy
concessions.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Human Services will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Youth and Community Services: output group performance measures
1325. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): In relation to the performance measures for output groups
identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Concessions to Pensioners and Beneficiaries - Water
and Sewerage Concessions Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, what was the number of
households receiving - (i) water and sewerage rates concessions; and (ii) water consumption and
sewerage disposal concessions.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Human Services will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Youth and Community Services: output group performance measures
1326. THE BON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): In relation to the performance measures for output groups
identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Concessions to Pensioners and Beneficiaries Municipal Rates Concessions Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, what was the number of
households receiving pensioner concessions for municipal rates and charges.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
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Infonnation on the perfonnance of the Department of Human Services will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Aboriginal Affairs: output group performance measures
1327. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister responsible for Aboriginal Affairs): In relation to the perfonnance measures for output groups
identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Aboriginal Services - Aboriginal Community
Development Services Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, what was the number of - (i) capital
projects approved for cultural heritage/economic development; (ii) capital projects approved for enterprise
development; (iii) capital projects approved for community infrastructure; (iv) Aboriginal organisations
participating; and (v) infonnation reports on issues relevant to Victorian Aboriginal people.

ANSWER:
I am infonned that:
Infonnation on the performance of the Department of Human Services will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Aboriginal Affairs: output group performance measures
1328. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister responsible for Aboriginal Affairs): In relation to the perfonnance measures for output groups
identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Aboriginal Services - Aboriginal Cultural Heritage
Services Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, what was the number of - (i) cultural officers
employed; (ii) site officers employed; (iii) State park management plans; (iv) Local Government planning
scheme reviews; (v) geographic information systems - cultural heritage site maps completed; (vi)
geographic information systems - Mining licences referrals; and (vii) geographic information systems extractive industry referrals.

ANSWER:
I am infonned that:
Infonnation on the performance of the Department of Human Services will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Aboriginal Affairs: output group performance measures
1329. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister responsible for Aboriginal Affairs): In relation to the perfonnance measures for output groups
identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Aboriginal Services - Aboriginal Employment Services
Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, what was the number of Aboriginal staff employed in
Victorian public service and public sector agencies.

ANSWER:
I am infonned that:
Infonnation on the perfonnance of the Department of Human Services will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.
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Housing: output group performance measures
1330. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Housing): In relation to the performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98
Budget, specifically the Rental Housing Assistance - Crisis Supported Housing Output Group, for the
1997-98 fmancial year, what was the number of households assisted during the year.

ANSWER:
I am infonned that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Human Services will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Housing: output group performance measures
1331. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Housing): In relation to the performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98
Budget, specifically the Rental Housing Assistance - Transitional Housing Output Group, for the 199798 fmancial year, what was the number of - (i) households assisted during the year; (ii) Director owned
properties being managed at end of year; and (iii) Director owned properties acquired during the year.

ANSWER:
I am infonned that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Human Services will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Housing: output group performance measures
1332. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Housing): In relation to the performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98
Budget, specifically the Rental Housing Assistance - Grants and Other Assistance through the Housing
Establishment Fund Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, what was the number of referrals made
during the year.

ANSWER:
I am infonned that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Human Services will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Housing: output group performance measures
1333. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Housing): In relation to the performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98
Budget, specifically the Rental Housing Assistance - Long Term Public Housing Output Group, for the
1997-98 financial year, what was the - (i) number of tenancies managed (households assisted) at the end
of the year, (ii) total allocations (households assisted) during the year; and (iii) total rental stock at the end
of the year.

ANSWER:
I am infonned that:
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Information on the performance of the Department of Human Services will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Housing: output group performance measures
1334. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Housing): In relation to the performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98
Budget, specifically the Rental Housing Assistance - Long Term Community Managed Housing Output
Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, what was the number of - (i) households assisted during the year;
and (ii) Director owned and Community owned properties managed at the end of the year.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Human Services will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Housing: output group performance measures
1335. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Housing): In relation to the performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98
Budget, specifically the Rental Housing Assistance - Supported Housing Output Group, for the 1997-98
fmancial year, what was the number of - (i) households assisted at the end of the year; and (ii) properties
assisted at the end of the year.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Human Services will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Housing: output group performance measures
1336. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Housing): In relation to the performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98
Budget, specifically the Rental Housing Assistance - Aboriginal Housing Output Group, for the 1997-98
fmancial year, what was the number of - (i) households assisted during the year by the Aboriginal
Housing Board Victoria AHBV; and (ii) AHBV properties managed at the end of the year.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Human Services will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Housing: output group performance measures
1337. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Housing): In relation to the performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98
Budget, specifically the Rental Housing Assistance - Private Sector Bond Loans Output Group, for the
1997-98 fmancial year, what was the number of bond loans issued.
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ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Human Services will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Housing: output group performance measures
1338. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Housing): In relation to the performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98
Budget, specifically the Home Ownership Assistance - Full Ownership Assistance Output Group, for the
1997-98 financial year, what was the number of new households assisted during the year.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Human SeIVices will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Housing: output group performance measures
1339. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Housing): In relation to the performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98
Budget, specifically the Home Ownership Assistance - Shared Ownership Assistance including New
Shared Ownership Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, what was the number of new households
assisted during the year.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Human Services will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Housing: output group performance measures
1340. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Housing): In relation to the performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98
Budget, specifically the Home Ownership Assistance - Targeted Support for Home Owners Output
Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, what was the number of - (i) home renovation seIVice inspections;
(ii) new home renovation loans during the year; (iii) home finance to public rental conversions; and (iv)
group self build commencements during the year.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Human Services will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.
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Housing: output group performance measures
1341. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Housing): In relation to the performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98
Budget, specifically the Home Ownership Assistance - Total Home Ownership Assistance Output Group,
for the 1997-98 fmancial year what was - (i) the number of new households assisted at the end of the
year; (ii) the value of new loans provided during the year; (iii) the value of total loans at the end of the year;
and (iv) the percentage return on assets.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Human Services will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Agriculture and Resources: output group performance measures
1342. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to the performance measures for output
groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Minerals and Petroleum - Minerals and
Petroleum Industry Standards Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year - (i) when were the draft
environmental best practice guidelines for extractive industry completed; (ii) when was the risk based
program of inspections for safety, engineering and license conditions established; and (iii) what percentage
of industry workplans were processed in less than one month.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment will be provided in its
1997-98 Annual Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Agriculture and Resources: output group performance measures
1343. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to the performance measures for output
groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Minerals and Petroleum - Minerals and
Petroleum Titles Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, what percentage of - (i) exploration
licence applications received in the 12 month period were not determined after three months; and (ii)
mining licence applications received in the 12 month period were not determined after four months.
A.~SWER:

I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment will be provided in its
1997-98 Annual Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Agriculture and Resources: output group performance measures
1344. THE HON. M. M. GOlJ"LD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to the performance measures for output
groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Minerals and Petroleum - Minerals Industry
Development Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year - (i) when was the Vicmap 2000 marketing
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strategy implemented; and (ii) when were the NRE planning guidelines for the mining industry revised and
issued.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment will be provided in its
1997-98 Annual Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Agriculture and Resources: output group performance measures
1345. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to the performance measures for output
groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Minerals and Petroleum - Petroleum Industry
Development Output Group, for the 1997-98 fmancial year, when was the - (i) petroleum information
project - three year implementation strategy released; and (ii) petroleum marketing strategy and plan
completed.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment will be provided in its
1997-98 Annual Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Agriculture and Resources: output group performance measures
1346. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to the performance measures for output
groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Minerals and Petroleum - Extractive Industries
Development Output Group, for the 1997-98 fmancial year, when were the recommendations of the NREC
extractive industries review implemented.
ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment will be provided in its
1997 -98 Annual Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Agriculture and Resources: output group performance measures
1347. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to the performance measures for output
groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Minerals and Petroleum - Regional Geological
Information Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, what percentage of strategic areas of the state
was covered by - (i) airborne geophysics; (ii) new geological mapping; and (iii) full GIS databases.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment will be provided in its
1997-98 Annual Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.
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Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
1348. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the performance
measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Forest Management Forest Plans and Prescriptions Output Group - (i) when was the Code of Forest Practices for all sectors
revised; (ii) when were the regional prescriptions approved and implemented in all regions; (iii) when was
the North East Forest Management Plan completed; and (iv) when was the North East Regional Forest
Agreement completed.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment will be provided in its
1997-98 Annual Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
1349. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the performance
measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Forest Management Forest Production Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, what was - (i) the production volume of
sawlogs, residual logs and pulpwood, respectively; (ii) the total length of those timber roads maintained to
extractive standards; (iii) the total length of new roads constructed; (iv) the total area regenerated; (v) the
number of commercial quarries with approved work plans; (vi) the amount of seed collected; and (vii) the
total area thinned.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment will be provided in its
1997 -98 Annual Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
1350. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the performance
measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Forest Management Recreational and Cultural Forest Services Output Group, what was the - (i) increase in visitor days over
the previous year at Toolangi Forest Discovery Centre; (ii) number of forest education participants; and (iii)
date when the Regional Forest Education Module for Midlands Forest Management Area (FMA) will be in
key schools.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment will be provided in its
1997-98 Annual Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.
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Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
1351. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the performance
measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Forest Management Forest Information Output Group, when was - (i) the sustainable yield rate for North East FMA reviewed;
and (ii) the East Gippsland data sets reconciled and archived in accordance with the Commonwealth
agreement.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment will be provided in its
1997-98 Annual Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
1352. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the performance
measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Fire Management - Fire
Prevention Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year - (i) how many Readiness and Response Plans
were completed for all regions; (ii) what was the reduction in the incidence of non-lightning caused
wildfires; and (iii) how many hectares of fuel reduction burning were completed.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment will be provided in its
1997 -98 Annual Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
1353. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the performance
measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Fire Management - Fire
Planning Services Output Group, for the 1997-98 fmancial year - (i) how many fire protection plans were
reviewed; (ii) how many plans older than five years were revised; and (iii) how many Standards of Cover
(number and quality of resources required) were approved.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment will be provided in its
1997-98 Annual Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
1354. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the performance
measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Fire Management - Fire
Suppression Services Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, what percentage of fires were
controlled to less than 5 hectares.
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ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the perfonnance of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment will be provided in its
1997-98 Annual Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
1355. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the performance
measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Fisheries - Sustainable
Management of Fisheries Industries Output Group, for the 1997-98 fmancial year - (i) when were
regulations for recreational fisheries completed; (ii) when were new licensing regulations for commercial
fisheries completed; and (iii) when was the Bay and Inlet Review completed.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
This is not a portfolio responsibility of the Minister for Conservation and Land Management.

Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
1356. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the performance
measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Fisheries - Fisheries
Management Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year - (i) what was the number of licensed
commercial inspections conducted by the quality inspection program; (ii) what was the number of
unlicensed commercial inspections conducted by the quality inspection program; (iii) what was the number
of recreational inspections conducted by the quality inspection program; (iv) what was the compliance rate
for each fishery; and (v) what was the percentage of successful prosecutions.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
This is not a portfolio responsibility of the Minister for Conservation and Land Management.

Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
1357. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the performance
measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Fisheries - Fish Stock and
Habitat Monitoring Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, when were the stock and habitat
assessments for major fisheries completed

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
This is not a portfolio responsibility of the Minister for Conservation and Land Management.
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Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
1358. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the performance
measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Fisheries - Fisheries
Industry Services Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year - (i) what was the number of salmonids
fish stocked; (ii) what was the number of native fish stocked; and (iii) when was the aquaculture strategy
completed.
ANSWER:
I am informed that:

1bis is not a portfolio responsibility of the Minister for Conservation and Land Management.

Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
1359. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the performance
measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Fisheries - Community
Participation Services Output Group, and in particular, the FishCare volunteer program for the 1997-98
financial year - (i) what was the number of volunteer projects; and (ii) what was the number of volunteer
hours.
A.~SWER:

I am informed that:
This is not a portfolio responsibility of the Minister for Conservation and Land Management.

Agriculture and Resources: output group performance measures
1360. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to the performance measures for output
groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Agriculture Industries - Meat Industry
Development Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year what was the number of - (i) properties
accredited under CattlecarelFlockcare quality assurance programs; (ii) producers participating in Prograze
2; and (iii) meat processors adopting new technology to improve the shelf life of meat.
A.~SWER:

I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment will be provided in its
1997-98 Annual Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Agriculture and Resources: output group performance measures
1361. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to the performance measures for output
groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Agriculture Industries - Dairy Industry
Development Output Group, for the 1997-98 fmancial year what was the - (i) percentage of farmers
adopting efficient and sustainable pasture production systems; (ii) percentage growth in the value of milkbased product exported; and (ii) proportion of processors adopting technology to maximise the value of
dairy products.
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A.t~SWER:

I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment will be provided in its
1997-98 Annual Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Agriculture and Resources: output group performance measures
1362. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to the performance measures for output
groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Agriculture Industries - Grains Industry
Development Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, what was the number of new varieties of
grains developed which are better suited to market specification.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment will be provided in its
1997 -98 Annual Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Agriculture and Resources: output group performance measures
1363. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to the performance measures for output
groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Agriculture Industries - Horticulture Industry
Development Output Group, for the 1997-98 fmancial year, what was the percentage of - (i) export plans
and targets agreed with industry for potatoes, seven vegetables, wine/table grapes, dry fruit, flowers and
apple, respectively; and (ii) exporters (table grape, apple, potatoes, flowers, seven vegetables) operating
under quality assurance programs.
ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment will be provided in its
1997-98 Annual Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Agriculture and Resources: output group performance measures
1364. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to the performance measures for output
groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Agriculture Industries - Specialist Rural Industry
Development Output Group, for the 1997-98 fmancial year, what was the percentage increase in the value
of specialist products.
A.~SWER:

I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment will be provided in its
1997-98 Annual Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.
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Agriculture and Resources: output group performance measures
1365. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to the performance measures for output
groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Agriculture Industries - Wool Industry
Development Output Group, for the 1997-98 fmancial year, what was the percentage of - (i) Victorian
woolgrowers implementing improved selection methods; and (ii) Victorian woolgrowers participating in
wool quality programs.
ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment will be provided in its
1997-98 Annual Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Agriculture and Resources: output group performance measures
1366. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to the performance measures for output
groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Agriculture Industries - Livestock Disease
Control Output Group, for the 1997-98 fmancial year - (i) what percentage of successful investigations of
notifiable and new diseases were performed according to the manual of procedures; (ii) how many farms
were enrolled in the Victorian Johne's disease test and control program; and (iii) what was the number of
incidents of rapid recognition of new and emerging chemical residue issues to prevent emergency incidents.
ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment will be provided in its
1997-98 Annual Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Agriculture and Resources: output group performance measures
1367. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to the performance measures for output
groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Agriculture Industries - Plant Pest and Disease
Control Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, what was the percentage of consignments of fruit
and vegetables which conformed to specification.
ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment will be provided in its
1997-98 Annual Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Agriculture and Resources: output group performance measures
1368. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to the performance measures for output
groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Agriculture Industries - Chemical Use Standards
Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year - (i) what percentage of adverse chemical use events were
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investigated within the guidelines and timeframes; and (ii) what was the number of participants in farm
chemical users courses.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment will be provided in its
1997 -98 Annual Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Agriculture and Resources: output group performance measures
1369. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to the performance measures for output
groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Agriculture Industries - Animal Welfare
Standards Output Group, for the 1997-98 fmancial year, what was the percentage of growers who adopted
a Code of Practice for the Husbandry of the Captive Emu.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment will be provided in its
1997 -98 Annual Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
1370. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the performance
measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Catchment Management and
Sustainable Agriculture - Catchment and Water Resources Management Output Group, for the 1997-98
fmancial year - (i) how many catchment management authorities were established; (ii) how many
implementation packages were prepared; (iii) in relation to the river health management agreements what
was the total percentage amount of work contracted out; (iv) in relation to the river health management
agreements what was the total percentage amount of rivers benchmarked; (v) what percentage of water
rights were converted to fully tradeable bulk water entitlements; and (vi) what percentage of area of the
State was covered by reformed flood plain management arrangements.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment will be provided in its
1997-98 Annual Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
1371. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the performance
measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Catchment Management and
Sustainable Agriculture - Sustainable Agriculture and Land Management Output Group, for the 1997-98
fmancial year - (i) what number of whole farm plans in irrigation areas was completed; (ii) what was the
area of whole farm plans in irrigation areas completed; (iii) how many resourced Landcare networks were
established; (iv) what percentage of farmers participated in Farm$mart; (v) what was the net gain in native
vegetation; (vi) what was the area of perennial pasture established in priority dry land salinity areas.
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ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment will be provided in its
1997-98 Annual Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
1372. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the performance
measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Catchment Management and
Sustainable Agriculture - Sustainable Regional Development Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial
year - (i) when was the Sunraysia Area Development Plan completed; (ii) when was the Loddon
Torrumbarry Area Development Plan completed; and (iii) what was the area of private forestry established.
A.1'JSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment will be provided in its
1997-98 Annual Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
1373. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the performance
measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Weeds and Pests - Pest
Plant and Animal Control Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, what is the managed area of - (i)
private land pest control; and (ii) public land pest control.
ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment will be provided in its
1997-98 Annual Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
1374. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the performance
measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, sPecifically the Water - Water Quality
Standards Output Group, for the 1997-98 fmancial year - (i) what was the level of compliance with
microbiological drinking water standards; and (ii) what was the percentage of non-metropolitan urban
discharges meeting EPA targets.
ANSWER:
I am informed that:
This is not a portfolio responsibility of the Minister for Conservation and Land Management.
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Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
1375. TIlE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the performance
measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Water - Asset Management
Standards Output Group, for the 1997-98 fmancial year - (i) when were the asset management guidelines
published; (ii) when were the asset management regulatory (audit) requirements revised; (iii) how many
audits were reviewed; and (iv) when was the dam safety policy implementation commenced.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
This is not a portfolio responsibility of the Minister for Conservation and Land Management.

Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
1376. TIlE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the performance
measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Water - Water Business
Regulation and Reform Output Group, for the 1997-98 fmancial year - (i) what was the number of
Melbourne Retail licences amended; (ii) how many NMU licenses were issued; and (iii) how many NMU
efficiency targets were attained.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
This is not a portfolio responsibility of the Minister for Conservation and Land Management.

Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
1377. TIlE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the performance
measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Water - Water Industry
Statutory Requirements Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, what was the number of water
authorities' corporate plans which were assessed.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
This is not a portfolio responsibility of the Minister for Conservation and Land Management.

Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
1378. TIlE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the performance
measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Crown Land Management Public Land Management Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year - (i) in relation to the Crown land
sales, what was the number oflots sold; (ii) in relation to the Crown land sales, what was the value of sales;
(iii) how many parcels of land were converted to long term payment arrangements; (iv) what was the
percentage of unused roads and water frontages converted to long term payment arrangements; and (v)
what was the number of assessments of managed land parcels.
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ANSWER:

I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment will be provided in its
1997-98 Annual Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
1379. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the performance
measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Crown Land ManagementCoastal Strategic Planning Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year - (i) when was the Victorian
Coastal Strategy adopted; (ii) how many coastal action plans were produced; and (iii) how many improved
management arrangements have been implemented in key coastal areas.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment will be provided in its
1997-98 Annual Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
1380. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the performance
measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Crown Land Management Coastal Assets Management Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year - (i) when was the port risk
mitigation plan completed; (ii) how many dredging plans for local ports have been agreed upon; and (iii)
how many beach protection projects have been implemented.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment will be provided in its
1997-98 Annual Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
1381. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the performance
measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Crown Land Management Coastal Community Participation Services Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, what was the
number of - (i) participants in summer activities program; (ii) community seminar and training sessions;
(iii) coastal guidelines issued; and (iv) coast action projects.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment will be provided in its
1997-98 Annual Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.
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Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
1382. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the performance
measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Land and Resources
Information - Survey Framework Output Group, for the 1997-98 fmancial year, what was - (i) the
percentage of on-line services data availability; (ii) the number of survey mark inquiry service queries; and
(iii) the date when on-line services were extended to include the state aerial photo register and survey plans.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment will be provided in its
1997-98 Annual Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
1383. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the performance
measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Land and Resources
Information - Land Definition Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, what was the - (i) number
of plans registered; and (ii) percentage of plans of subdivision registered within 28 days.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:

Information on the performance of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment will be provided in its
1997-98 Annual Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
1384. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the performance
measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Land Management - Land
Information Services Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year - (i) what proportion of dealings
lodgements were registered within 21 days; (ii) how many land title searches were there; (iii) how many
titles were supplied within 24 hours; (iv) what percentage of survey and valuation requests were performed
within agreed time frames; and (v) what percentage of rating certificates were issued within required time
frames.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment will be provided in its
1997-98 Annual Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
1385. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the performance
measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Land Management -
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Regulatory Framework Output Group, for the 1997-98 fmancial year, when was the inventory report on
geographic information completed.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment will be provided in its
1997-98 Annual Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
1386. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the performance
measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Flora and Fauna Biodiversity and Conservation Services Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, what was the
number of - (i) catchment management authorities and councils with appropriate biodiversity
frameworks; (ii) regional forest agreements with flora and fauna input; and (iii) LGAs with flora and fauna
mapping.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment will be provided in its
1997-98 Annual Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
1387. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the performance
measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Flora and Fauna - Action
Statements and recovery Plans Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, what was the number of (i) action statements implemented with monitoring reports; (ii) priority action statements written; (iii) new
species, communities and threats listed under the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988; and (iv) species
with demonstrable improvement.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment will be provided in its
1997-98 Annual Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
1388. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the performance
measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Flora and Fauna - Flora and
Fauna Utilisation Management Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, what was the number of(i) plans for problem wildlife implemented; (ii) compliance inspections; and (iii) game/wildlife licences
issued.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
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Information on the performance of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment will be provided in its
1997-98 Annual Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
1389. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the performance
measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Flora and Fauna Community Participation Services - Increased participation in Land for Wildlife Program Output Group,
for the 1997-98 financial year, what was - (i) the number of new landholders; (ii) the area of new habitat;
and (iii) the area of priority habitat.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment will be provided in its
1997-98 Annual Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
1390. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the performance
measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Flora and FaunaCommunity Participation Services - Increased participation in the Botanic Guardians Program Output
Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, what was the number of - (i) populations managed; and (ii)
community groups.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment will be provided in its
1997 -98 Annual Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
1391. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the performance
measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Parks - Protected Area
Network Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, what was the percentage of Victoria's land base
protected in parks and reserves.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment will be provided in its
1997-98 Annual Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
1392. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the performance
measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Parks-Natural Resource

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE·

404

COUNCIL

Tuesday, 6 October 1998

Management Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, what was the percentage of parks with
approved management plans.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment will be provided in its
1997-98 Annual Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
1393. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the performance
measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Parks-Cultural Resource
Management Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, what was the percentage of key stakeholder
satisfaction with the integrity of the natural asset.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment will be provided in its
1997 -98 Annual Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
1394. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the performance
measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Parks - Visitor and Tourism
Services Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year - (i) what was the percentage of customer
satisfaction; and (ii) what was the number of National Park visitations.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment will be provided in its
1997-98 Annual Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
1395. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the performance
measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Environmental Protection Air Quality Enhancement Programs Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year - (i) when was the
Melbourne emissions inventory upgraded; (ii) when were the air monitoring network review
recommendations implemented; (iii) what was the number of air monitoring stations managed; and (iv)
when was the Draft National Environment Protection Measure (Air) developed with the Commonwealth
and other States.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
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Information on the performance of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment will be provided in its
1997-98 Annual Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
1396. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the performance
measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Environmental Protection Water Quality Enhancement Programs Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year - (i) when were the
Best Practice Environment Management (BPEM) guidelines for dredging works developed; (ii) what
percentage of incidences of pollution of waters by oil and noxious substances was responded to within
agreed time1ines and standards; and (iii) when was the draft revised State Environmental Protection Policy
(SEPP) for Western Port released for public comment.
A.~SWER:

I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment will be provided in its
1997-98 Annual Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
1397. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the performance
measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Environment Protection Land Contamination Prevention and Remedial Programs Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year (i) when was the BPEM for environment sensitive urban design developed; (ii) when were the EPA-related
elements ofYarra Catchment Management Strategy implemented; and (iii) when were the BPEM
guidelines for improving urban drainage quality developed.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment will be provided in its
1997-98 Annual Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
1398. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the performance
measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Environment Protection Noise Control Programs Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year - (i) when was the SEPP (Noise
from Commercial Industry) revised; and (ii) when were the Residential Noise Regulations unmade.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment will be provided in its
1997-98 Annual Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.
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Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
1399. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for ConseIVation and Land Management): In relation to the performance
measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Environment Protection Waste Management Programs Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year - (i) what was the number of
industry waste reduction agreements established by September 1997; (ii) when were the financial
assurances arrangements in place for premises under Schedule 5 of the Environment Protection Act 1970;
and (iii) when was the Regional Waste Management Plans in rural Victoria established with all Waste
Management Groups.
ANSWER:

I am infonned that:
Information on the perfOImance of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment will be provided in its
1997-98 Annual Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
1400. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the performance
measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Environment Protection Commercial Consultancy and Advisory Services Output Group, for the 1997-98 fmancial year, what was
the value of contracts won.
ANSWER:

I am infonned that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment will be provided in its
1997-98 Annual Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Industry, Science and Technology: output group performance measures
1401. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology:
In relation to the performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the
Investment Recruitment-Industry Investment Recruitment Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year,
what was the amount of - (i) new investments facilitated and announced; (ii) investment projects
committed and being facilitated but not commissioned; and (iii) investment projects under investigation and
subject to competition.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of State Development will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Industry, Science and Technology: output group performance measures
1402. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology:
In relation to the perfonnance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the
Investment Recruitment - Info CommunicationslInvestment and Export Output Group, for the 1997-98
financial year- (i) when was the evaluation of the North American representative trial completed; and (ii)
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what percentage of sustained export growth was achieved by the Victorian IT and multimedia industries to
the global market.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of State Development will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Industry, Science and Technology: output group performance measures
1403. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology:
In relation to the performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the
Investment Recruitment - Rural Victoria Investment Recruitment Output Group, for the 1997-98 fmancial
year, what were the levels of investment achieved in rural Victoria

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of State Development will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Tourism: output group performance measures
1404. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Tourism: In relation to the
performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Marketing
Victoria - Tourism Marketing Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, what was the - (i) number of
domestic visitor nights; and (ii) number of non-business domestic holidays.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of State Development will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Tourism: output group performance measures
1405. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Tourism: In relation to the
performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Marketing
Victoria - Tourism Marketing Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, what was the - (i) number of
international visitors; (ii) number of nights spent by international visitors.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of State Development will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.
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Tourism: output group performance measures
1406. TIlE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Tourism: In relation to the
performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Branding
Victoria Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, what was the level of widespread acceptance of the
value of a co-ordinated approach to the marketing of Melbourne.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of State Development will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Tourism: output group performance measures
1407. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Tourism: In relation to the
performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Branding
Victoria Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, what was the level of improved recognition of
Melbourne in line with the image developed and promoted.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of State Development will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Sport: output group performance measures
1408. TIlE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Sport): In relation to the performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98
Budget, specifically the Marketing Victoria - Sport and Recreation Promotion Output Group, for the
1997-98 financial year, what was the number of international sporting delegations attracted to Melbourne
for inspection of training and competition venues.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of State Development will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Treasurer: output group performance measures
1409. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Treasurer): In relation to the performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget,
specifically the Marketing Victoria - Marketing Multimedia Capabilities Output Group, for the 1997-98
financial year - (i) what was the number of visitors to the positive exhibit response to Interact '97 Expo;
and (ii) when was the review of progress against the 1996 baseline study completed.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
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Information on the performance of the Department ofTreasuI)' & Finance will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report. which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Tourism: output group performance measures
1410. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Tourism: In relation to the
performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Strategic
Leadership - Tourism Industry Development Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, what was the
number of regional plans for tourism product regions completed and launched.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of State Development will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Industry, Science and Technology: output group performance measures
1411. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology:
In relation to the performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the
Strategic Leadership - Economic Framework Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, what was the
percentage of economic frameworks actively applied by relevant agencies and organisations.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of State Development will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Industry, Science and Technology: output group performance measures
1412. TIlE HON. M. M.. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology:
In relation to the performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the
Strategic Leadership - Industry Development Projects Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, when
was the strategic plan 1998-2000 for Olympics 2000 completed.

MSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of State Development will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Small Business: output group performance measures
1413. TIlE HON. M. M.. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business: In relation to the
performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Strategic
Leadership - Small Business Policy Output Group, for the 1997-98 fmancial year, when did the
development and delivery of skills information sessions for the delivery of policy and programs to
strengthen small business access to government purchase and supply occur.
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ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of State Development will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Small Business: output group performance measures
1414. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business: In relation to the
performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Strategic
Leadership - Small Business Policy Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year - (i) when did the
conduct of the enterprising youth forum for the delivery ofpolicy and programs in the promotion of
entrepreneurial ism in young people occur, and (ii) when was this report completed.
ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of State Development will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Sport: output group performance measures
1415. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Sport): In relation to the performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98
Budget, specifically the Strategic Leadership - Sport and Recreation Industry Development Output
Group, for the 1997-98 financial year - (i) when was the sport injury prevention program completed; and
(ii) when was the physical activity strategy completed.
ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of State Development will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Rural Development: output group performance measures
1416. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Rural Development): In relation to the performance measures for output groups identified
in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Strategic Leadership Rural Victoria 2001 Output Group, for the
1997-98 financial year, what was the percentage satisfaction rate with quality/timelines of briefings for
Rural Victoria 2001 visits.
ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of State Development will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

COUNCIL

Tuesday, 6 October 1998

4ll

Rural Development: output group performance measures
1417. THE HON. M. M. GOULD -

To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Rural Development): In relation to the performance measures for output groups identified
in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Strategic Leadership - Rural Development Program and Strategy
Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, when was the fIfst stage of the rural development program
completed

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of State Development will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Treasurer: output group performance measures
1418. THE HON. M. M. GOULD -

To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Treasurer): In relation to the performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget,
specifically the Strategic Leadership - Victoria 21 Policy and Strategy Output Group, for the 1997-98
financial year - (i) when was the Victoria 21 Strategy Plan whole of government implementation
completed; and (ii) when was the Victorian multimedia industry output and industry structure study and
measurement completed.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Treasury & Finance will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Industry, Science and Technology: output group performance measures
1419. THE HON. M. M. GOULD -

To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology:
In relation to the performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the
Workforce Capability - Employment Policy and Services Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year,
what was the number of - (i) client services offered by the overseas qualifications unit; and (ii) jobs created
through outcomes funded by StreetLIFE projects.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of State Development will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Industry, Science and Technology: output group performance measures
1420. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology:
In relation to the performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the
Workforce Capability - Employee Relations Policy Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, what
was the satisfaction rate with the quality of employee relations services provided to the Minister and external
clients.
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ANSWER:
I am infonned that:
Information on the performance of the Department of State Development will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Treasurer: output group performance measures
1421. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Treasurer): How much revenue was raised by the Drainage Rate component of water accounts paid by
Melbourne customers.
ANSWER:
I am infonned that:
This is not a portfolio responsibility of the Treasurer.

Industry, Science and Technology: output group performance measures
1422. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology:
In relation to the performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the
Workforce Capability - Specific Industry Capability Output Group, for the 1997-98 fmancial year, when
was the Natural Fibres Institute established.
ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of State Development will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Industry, Science and Technology: output group performance measures
1423. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology:
In relation to the performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the
Workforce Capability - Info Communications Workforce Skills Output Group, for the 1997-98 fmancial
year - (i) when was the Kickstart professional development program completed; (ii) what was the number
of participants in the kickstart pilot.
ANSWER:
I am infonned that:
Information on the perfonnance of the Department of State Development will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Tourism: output group performance measures
1424. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Tourism: In relation to the
performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Physical
Infrastructure - Tourism Infrastructure Development Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, what
was the number of commitments of major projects for the facilitation of essential infrastructure projects
identified in regional tourism development plans.
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ANSWER:

I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of State Development will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Industry, Science and Technology: output group performance measures
1425. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology:
In relation to the performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the
Chemical Storage Project Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year - (i) when was the agreement for
the redevelopment of chemical storage and port handling in Victoria finalised; and (ii) when was the sea
water pipeline commenced.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of State Development will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Sport: output group performance measures
1426. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Tourism (for the Honourable the
Minister for Sport): In relation to the performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98
Budget, specifically the Physical Infrastructure - Sport and Recreation Infrastructure Output Group, for
the 1997-98 financial year- (i) when was the location and design of the velodrome finalised; (ii) when
was the Royal Park sports master plan completed; (iii) when was the Melbourne Sports and Aquatic Centre
completed and commissioned; (iv) when was the Olympic Park upgrade completed; and (v) how many
community facilities have been funded and developed
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of State Development will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Industry, Science and Technology: output group performance measures
1427. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology:
In relation to the performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the
Major Events - Industry Major Events Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year - (i) when was the
Trade and Investment Outlook Conference conducted; and (ii) when were the Governor of Victoria Export
Awards conducted.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of State Development will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.
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Tourism: output group performance measures
1428. THE HO~. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Tourism: In relation to the
performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Major Events Tourism Major Events Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year- (i) what was the value of the
increased economic returns for Victoria from tourism assisted halhnark events by June 1998; and (ii) what
was the value of the increased economic returns for Victoria from tourism assisted major events by June
1998.
ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of State Development will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Sport: output group performance measures
1429. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Sport): In relation to the performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98
Budget, specifically the Major Events - Sport and Recreation Major Events Output Group, for the
1997-98 financial year - (i) when were the Australasian Public Sector Games held; (ii) when was the
operational strategy for Olympic Games 2000 contracts with SOCOG completed; (iii) when were the
Men's under 23 Basketball Championships conducted; (iv) when were the National Schools Volleyball
Championships conducted; (v) when were National Athletics Championships conducted; (vi) when were
Australian Universities Games conducted; and (vii) when were Asian Veterans Table Tennis
Championships conducted.
ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of State Development will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Sport: output group performance measures
1430. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Sport): In relation to the performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98
Budget, specifically the Lifestyle Enhancement - Sport and Recreation Services Output Group, for the
1997-98 fmancial year - (i) when was the Victorian participation initiative implemented; (ii) when was
the organisations' funding support program redeveloped; (iii) what percentage of Victorian Institute of
Sport scholarship holders who are members of national teams play team sports; and (iv) what percentage of
Victorian Institute of Sport scholarship holders who are members of national teams play individual sports.
ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of State Development will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.
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Sport: output group performance measures
1431. THE BON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Sport): In relation to the performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98
Budget, specifically the Lifestyle Enhancement - Cinemedia Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial
year, when was the Cinemedia legislation implemented.
ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the perfolIDance of the Department of State Development will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Industry, Science and Technology: output group performance measures
1432. THE BON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology:
In relation to the performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the
Export and Enterprise Development - AusIndustIy Services Output Group, for the 1997-98 fmancial year,
what was the extent of the provision of enterprise improvement services.
ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the perfolIDance of the Department of State Development will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Industry, Science and Technology: output group performance measures
1433. THE BON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology:
In relation to the performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the
Export and Enterprise Development - Export DevelopmentJImport Replacement Output Group, for the
1997-98 financial year, what was the extent of the provision of export manager program assistance
packages.
ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of State Development will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Industry, Science and Technology: output group performance measures
1434. THE BON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology:
In relation to the performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the
Export and Enterprise Development - Rural Enterprise Development Output Group, for the 1997-98
financial year- (i) what was the extent of the provision of AusIndustry services to rural Victoria; (ii) what
was the extent of the provision of export assistance/packages to rural Victoria
ANSWER:
I am informed that:
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Information on the performance of the Department of State Development will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Small Business: output group performance measures
1435. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business: In relation to the
performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the Export and
Enterprise Development - Small Business Facilitation Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year - (i)
what was the number of general enquiries to Small Business Victoria; (ii) what was the number of business
licence enquiries; (iii) what was the number of business referrals; and (iv) when did the establishment of
regional first place centres in Ballarat and Wodonga occur.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of State Development will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Treasurer: output group performance measures
1436. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Treasurer): In relation to the performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget,
specifically the Export and Enterprise Development - Multimedia Enterprise Development Output Group,
for the 1997-98 financial year, what was the utilisation rate of the Tea House Multimedia Centre by
industry.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Treasury & Finance will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Industry, Science and Technology: output group performance measures
1437. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology:
In relation to the performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the
Business Development - Regulation Reform Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, when was (i) the "regulatory alert" completed; (ii) the Tourism (final report) sectoral regulatory review completed; and
(iii) a second industry sectoral regulatory review completed.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of State Development will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Industry, Science and Technology: output group performance measures
1438. THE HON. M. M. GOULD -

To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology:
In relation to the performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the
Business Environment - Trade Measurement Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, how many (i) instruments were audited; (ii) packers were audited; and (iii) licensees were audited.
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ANSWER:
I am infonned that:
Infonnation on the perfonnance of the Department of State Development will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Industry, Science and Technology: output group performance measures
1439. TIlE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for IndustIy, Science and Technology:
In relation to the performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget, specifically the
Business Environment - Liquor Licensing Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year - (i) when was
the revised liquor licensing administrative arrangement completed; (ii) how many liquor licenses are under
management.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Infonnation on the performance of the Department of State Development will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Sport: output group performance measures
1440. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Sport): In relation to the perfonnance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98
Budget, specifically the Business Environment - Racing Industry Regulation Output Group, for the
1997-98 fmancial year- (i) when was the review of the sports betting legislation completed; (ii) when was
the National Competition policy review of the racing portfolio completed; and (iii) how many racing
industry licences, permits and registrations were processed.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of State Development will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Sport: output group performance measures
1441. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Sport): In relation to the performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98
Budget, specifically the Business Environment - Sport and Recreation Industry Regulation Output Group,
for the 1997-98 financial year, when was the deregulation of identified sectors of the Victorian combat
sports industIy completed.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the perfonnance of the Department of State Development will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.
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Treasurer: output group performance measures
1442. THE HOK M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Treasurer): In relation to the performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget,
specifically the Building the Knowledge Economy - Information Society Output Group, for the 1997-98
financial year, how many - (i) community skills (leader projects) and networking projects have been
established; and (ii) community skills and networking projects (general projects) to provide access and
training have been established.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department ofTreasmy & Finance will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Treasurer: output group performance measures
1443. TIlE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Treasurer): In relation to the performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget,
specifically the Building the Knowledge Economy - Information Economy Output Group, for the 1997-98
financial year, when did the RMIT Interactive Information Institute become fully operational.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department ofTreasuty & Finance will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Treasurer: output group performance measures
1444. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Treasurer): In relation to the performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget,
specifically the Building the Knowledge Economy - Science and Engineering Output Group, for the
1997-98 financial year, when was the science and engineering policy statement announced.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Treasury & Finance will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Treasurer: output group performance measures
1445. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Treasurer): In relation to the performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget,
specifically the Technology Assisted Service Redesign - Communications and Multimedia Output Group,
for the 1997-98 financial year, when was - (i) the Melbourne's capabilities project completed; (ii) the
Department of State Development Web site development completed.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
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Information on the performance of the Department ofTreaswy & Finance will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Treasurer: output group performance measures
1446. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Treasurer): In relation to the performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget,
specifically the Technology Assisted Service Redesign - Government m Application Co-ordination
Output Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, when was - (i) the electronic service delivery trialimplementation main project completed; and (ii) the post 1997 telecommunications purchasing strategy and
State Government IT strategy completed and reviewed.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department of Treasury & Finance will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Treasurer: output group performance measures
1447. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Treasurer): In relation to the performance measures for output groups identified in the 1997-98 Budget,
specifically the Technology Assisted Service Redesign - Transforming Business Transactions Output
Group, for the 1997-98 financial year, when was the Business Channel stage 2 implemented.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Information on the performance of the Department ofTreaswy & Finance will be provided in its 1997-98 Annual
Report, which will be tabled in Parliament in the current session.

Conservation and Land Management: market research
1448. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the answer to
question number 98 given on 29 April 1998, will the Minister provide cost details as to how much each
project she identified in the answer she provided.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The time and resources required for my department and each portfolio agency to collate all the requested
information cannot be justified.

Treasurer: Melbourne Water community group grants
1449. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Treasurer): In relation to grants for 1996-97 and 1997-98 to community groups from Melbourne Water(i) which organisations were funded, indicating the project and amount of funding in each case; and (ii)
which organisations were not funded, giving details of the project and funds requested in each case.
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ANSWER:
I am informed that:
This is not a portfolio responsibility of the Treasurer.

Agriculture and Resources: Melbourne Water .community group grants
1450. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to grants for 1996-97 and 1997-98 to
community groups from Melbourne Water- (i) which organisations were funded, indicating the project
and amount of funding in each case; and (ii) which organisations were not funded, giving details of the
project and funds requested in each case.

ANSWER:
I am informed that Melbourne Water did not fund any community groups in the 1996-97 and 1997-98 fmancial
years.

Conservation and Land Management: Melbourne Water community group grants
1451. THE BON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to grants for 1996-97
and 1997-98 to community groups from Melbourne Water- (i) which organisations were funded,
indicating the project and amount of funding in each case; and (ii) which organisations were not funded,
giving details of the project and funds requested in each case.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
This is not a portfiolo responsibility of the Minister for Conservation and Land Management.

Conservation and Land Management: Melbourne zoo attendance figures
1452. THE BON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): What are the monthly
attendance figures for the Melbourne zoo for 1996 and 1997 and 1998 to date and what was the monthly
revenue from gate takings during those periods.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:

Month
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August

1996
Number of
Revenue
Visitors
$000
139,668
$1,129
97,192
$687
90,674
$545
63,580
$559
55,694
$374
76,407
$410
58,917
$445
43,063
$326

1997
Revenue
Number of
Visitors
$000
154,316
$1,338
$732
81,675
89,588
$672
103,533
$823
47,429
$358
60,789
$456
$495
60,499
46,058
$373

1998
Revenue
Number of
Visitors
$000
$1,187
131,113
$793
86,764
$708
89,040
$642
77,656
$391
* 48,050
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Month
September
October
November
December

1996
Number of
Revenue
Visitors
$000
70,899
$528
79,298
$604
76,110
$575
102,697
$803

1997
Number of
Revenue
Visitors
$000
72,401
$555
70,688
$562
71,888
$518
85,357
$680

421

1998
Revenue
Number of
Visitors
$000

* to 24 May 1998
Conservation and Land Management: Parks Victoria funding
1453. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management):
Ca) What was the total Government funding provided to Parks Victoria for the 1997-98 fmancial year and what is
projected for the 1998-99 financial year.
(b) What revenue was raised through fees and charges by Parks Victoria for the 1996-97 and 1997-98 financial
years and what are the projections for the 1998-99 financial year.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Ca) & (b)

Relevant information relating to funding for, and revenue collection by Parks Victoria is contained in
annual reports.

Conservation and Land Management: Parks Victoria staffing
1454. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): What was the effective full-time
equivalent staffmg for Parks Victoria in 1997-98 and what is projected for 1998-99.

MSWER:
I am informed that:
Information about staffmg levels for Parks Victoria can be found in annual reports.

Conservation and Land Management: Melbourne Parks and Waterways funding
1455. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): What was the level of
government funding provided to Melbourne Parks and Waterways in 1995-96 and 1996-97, respectively.

ANSWER:
I am informed that financial infonnation relating to funding is contained in the Department's annual reports.
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Conservation and Land Management: National Parks Service funding
1456. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): What was the level of
government funding provided to the National Parks Service in 1995-96 and 1996-97, respectively.

ANSWER:
I am informed that financial information relating to funding is contained in the Department's annual reports.

Conservation and Land Management: National Parks Service revenue
1457. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): How much revenue was raised
by the National Parks Service through fees and charges in 1995-96 and 1996-97, respectively.

ANSWER:
I am informed that financial information relating to funding is contained in the Department's annual reports.

Treasurer: Melbourne Parks and Waterways revenue
1458. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Treasurer): How much revenue was raised by Melbourne Parks and Waterways through fees and charges in
1995-96 and 1996-97, respectively.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
This is not a portfolio responsibility of the Treasurer.

Treasurer: Melbourne Parks and Waterways revenue
1459. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Treasurer): How much revenue was raised by Melbourne Parks and Waterways through the Parks Levy in
each financial year since 1995-96.

A..'lSWER:
I am informed that:
This is not a portfolio responsibility of the Treasurer.
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Tuesday, 20 October 1998
Education: ministerial expenses
30.

THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Education): In relation to the 1996-97 financial year, what expenses were incurred by the
Minister or the Minister's Office, indicating the amounts expended on - (i) credit card expenditure; (ii)
alcohol; (iii) entertainment; (iv) travel allowance and incidental expenses; (v) domestic travel; (vi)
international travel; (vii) charter travel; (viii) office salaries; (ix) accommodation expenses; (x) car hire; and
(xi) general office expenses.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Details of Ministerial Office expenses are as follows;
(i)
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)
(v)
(vi)
(vii)
(viii)
(ix)

credit card expenditure;
alcohol;
entertainment; (includes alcohol)
travel allowance and incidental expenses;
domestic travel;
international travel;
charter travel;
office salaries;
accommodation expenses;
(x) car hire;
(xi) general expenses.

*
**

$7,911 *

**

$6,282
$3,004
$16,068
$5,779
$6,512
$493,577
$4,535
$374
$100,488

Expenditure included within categories (ii) - (xi)
Alcohol purchases are not itemised as a separate departmental account and are within the total amount of
$6 282 for entertainment

Education: public relations and marketing
133. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Education): In relation to each department or agency within the Minister's portfolio, what are
the details of all persons and costs associated with public relations, media relations or marketing, as defined
in the Auditor General's special report No. 39, Marketing Government Services, indicating - (i) how many
persons are involved in marketing government services (including those involved in media or public
relations) in each department or agency; (ii) the total cost, including salaries, for the provision of such
marketing services for the period since 30 March 1996 to date; and (iii) the budget for the provision of such
services for the year 1997-98.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
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(i) 7

includes media public relations activities within the Department of Education.

(ii) $2,710,057

includes media liaison personnel within the Department of Education personnel.

(iii) $1,279,458

the budget covers media activities for the Department of Education.

Police and Emergency Services: ministerial expenses
905. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): What are the details of expenses of the office
of the Minister from 26 March to 30 June 1997.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the infonnation available in response to the Honourable Member's question is:
Total expenditure for the Minister's office was $140, 789.17 from 26 March to 30 June 1997. Expenditure
consisted of salary payments, salary oncosts including payroll tax and WorkCover, operating expenses including
travel expenses, office requisites and equipment, motor vehicle expenses and other miscellaneous expenses.

Corrections: ministerial expenses
906. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Corrections): What are the details of expenses of the office of the Minister from
26 March to 30 June 1997.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is:
Total expenditure for the Minister's office was $140, 789.17 from 26 March to 30 June 1997. Expenditure
consisted of salary payments, salary oncosts including payroll tax and WorkCover, operating expenses including
travel expenses, office requisites and equipment, motor vehicle expenses and other miscellaneous expenses.

Education: school sites
933. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Education): In relation to the school sites for sale or already sold since 1992, who were the
purchasers of each of the sites and what was the amount paid in each case.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The answer to this question is supplied in part in Legislative Council Question No. 120 published on 9 May 1995
and Legislative Council Question No. 131. The remainder of the information is provided in the attached table.
[Hansard Reference: Legislative Council, Vol423, 9 May 1995, page 671 and No. 131 on 6 October 1998]

Property
Allan's Forest Primary School
Amstel PS 4801
Ariston Hostel
Armarta Frankston SSC
Bald Hills Primary School

Sales Price
$32,000
$725,500
$801,000
$170,000
$47,500

Purchaser
Keith F Vebergang
Monash Australia Developments PIL
Ariston House Nominees
St Anthony's Coptic Orthodox College
Timothy & Yvonne Smith
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Property
Ballarat Community Centre
Ballarat Region Office (14 Parcels)
26 Barkly Street
28 Barkly Street
32 Barkly Street
2 East Street
4 East Street
12 East Street
14 East Street
16 East Street
18 East Street
22 East Street
24 East Street
14-16 Victoria Street
18 Victoria Street
20 Victoria Street
Bandwec PS 5237
Barwon Downs PS 2866
Bayview Primary School
NW Regional Office - 38 Bell St Fitzroy
Benalla SSC
Bennettswood PS 4693
Berriwillock Primary School
Bobinawarrah East Primary School
Boronia School Support Centre (Pt)
Box Hill Primary School
Brewster Primary School
Brighton Bay Sec CoIl
Broadford North PS (part)
Brookfield PS (Melton Park)
Brunswick East HS
Brunswick East HS Annexe Lynall Hall
Buckley Primary School
Budgeree PS 2864
Cabbage Tree Primary School
Catani PS (Residence)
Caulfield North TS New (Res)
Cheltenham North Primary School
Cheshunt Primary School
Clarendon Primary School
Connewarre Primary School
Coomboona Primary School
Cranbourne/ Narre Warren SSC
Dandenong SSC
Doncaster Hts PS
Doveton West PS
Dudley Primary School
Echua PS (Annexe Site) Site 2
Echuca Village PS
Elingamite North Primary School
EllersliePS
Fairway PS (part 1)
Fairway PS (part 2)
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Sales Price
$55,000
$795,500
$58,000
$38,500
$48,000
$95,000
$86,500
$27,000
$24,000
$46,500
$54,500
$29,000
$27,500
$175,500
$30,000
$55,500
$420,000
$18,000
$1,384,000
$1,095,000
$107,500
$1,850,000
$25,000
$15,000
$260,000
$1,950,000
$22,000
$9,800,000
$225
$35,000
$911,000
$850,000
$35,780
$11,000
$42,300
$35,000
$170,000
$2,700,000
$43,750
$30,000
$51,685
$26,500
$417,500
$425,000
$1,760,000
$310,000
$115,000
$535,500
$56,000
$500
$22,500
$147,000
$80,000

Purchaser
Scotcher Real Estate Developments PIL
Various -listed hereunder
RFarkas
S &DBilston
H&SThai
E & J Phillips
E & J Phillips
K Sloothaak
K Sloothaak
K Sloothaak
O'Keefe & Hall
LHorsfield
HJennings
G & J Browning
LHorsfield
LHorsfield
Salvation Army (Vic) Property Trust
Shire of Co lac
Monash City Council
Bladen Gibson Pty Ltd
Department of Justice
Deakin University
SQH Lai
David C Hurley
Victoria Police
City of WhitehorselMoorfields
Gayle E Smith
St James Park Estate PIL
C R Risstrom Nominees PIL
Shire of Melton
Brunswick Central Terrace PIL
JamaicaPIL
Surf Coast Shire
HHill
CSwan
Finn Genson
Megson Pty Ltd
New Diamension Homes PIL
Glenda & Thomas Brown
Milton J Howard - Sebastopol
Surf Coast Shire
David & Lynette Poort
Uniting Church
City ofDandenong
Aust Super Star Industrial
Dandenong Hospital
Bass Coast Shire
Bendigo Regional Institute ofTAFE
Bradley D Harris
R Smith & S Heselwood
Albert L Gleeson
Malsindo Pty Ltd
Dept Health & Community Services
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Property
Fawkner School Support Centre
Framlingham Primary School
Freshwater Creek Primary School
Garvoc Primary School
Geelong PS (Swanston St)
Glenmore Primary School
Gorae West PS
Gravel Hill PS
Gunbower Island PS
Hansonville Primary School
Hawkesdale Primary School
Hawthorn ProfDev Centre (patterson St)
Hawthorn Prof Dev Centre (Residence)
Hawthorne Hostel (Geelong)
Institute of Educational Adminstration
Kerrie PS 1290
Kewell PS 2116
Keysborough PS
Kirkstall Primary School
KroweraPS
Lake Gillear PS
Lincolnville SSC 5096
MA Norris Bank (Res)
Mailors Flat PS
Marcus Hill Primary School
MardanPS
Mardan South Primary School
Maude (residence)
Mead PS 3745
Merlyston PS
Mitiamo PS (Residence site)
Moomba Park SC
MorrisonPS
Mortlake Primary School
Mount Prospect PS
Mt Best (SEP) (part)
Murraydale Primary School
MurrayviUe Consolidated School (parcel A)
Myall Primary School
Naringal Primary School
Narrawong East Primary School
Nepean Education Centre
North Shepparton SC
North Shore TAFE
Norwood House (Derwent St Ringwood)
PaisleyHS
Pakenham Upper PS (part)
Pearcedale SEP
Poowong North PS (Annexe)
Pumim Primary School
Ringwood School Support Centre (Forest Hill)
Ringwood SSC(Blackburn)
Sale HS (Old)

Sales Price

$430,000
$26,000
$4 7,080
$11,250
$950,000
$56,000
$26,500
$425,000
$46,000
$79,500
$29,000
$850,000
$230,000
$464,416
$2,600,000
$70,000
$1,000
$181,250
$23,000
$61,000
$26,000
$718,000
$164,000
$45,000
$80,000
$37,000
$74,500
$55,000
$12,500
$1,150,000
$2,000
$1,520,000
$23,000
$57,500
$34,000
$10,500
$45,000
$60,000
S10,000
$9,471
$11,500
$175,000
$1,500,000
$1,050,422
$133,000
$135,000
$2,000
$100,000
$46,000
$18,000
$1,006,000
$811,000
$215,000

Tuesday, 20 October 1998

Purchaser

Al Ghadeer Islamic Assoc Inc
Albert L Gleeson
Surf Coast Shire
Gethen & Shirley Clark
Dept Health & Community Services
Rodney G Skidmore
Glenelg Shire
Salvation Army
lan & Nancy Mcnaughton
Patricia & Jamie Sullivan
Douglas C Nolte
L A & P G Choiselat
N F Vagg
ElmthoIp Pty Ltd
Salvation Army
Shire ofRomsey
J Coffey
D Paten
Graeme A Cook
Wayne Skate & Sara Dent
Stephen & Pamela Wilson
Results Inv (Aust) PIL
Chamley Glen Pty Ltd
lan & Jill Carter-Paiton
Greater City of Geelong
Miriam Banners
Colin & Heather Douglas
L Hensel
Shire ofCohuna
King Khalid Islamic College
I L Gordon
Urban Land Authority
James & Elizabeth Neeson
Francis Neon
Bemard Davem & Shayne Lakey
S Deutschbein & V R Lidstone
RV & VA Baker
R J Peers
Evelyn Napier
Moyne Shire
Henry A Mewett
Love Holdings PIL
OTFE
Kimlin Nominess PIL
Maitlandglen Pty Ltd
Hobson's Bay City Council
CF A
Shire of Cranbourne
JF & PE Coutts PIL
Desmond F Roche
Welara Pty Ltd
T J Hoyle Pty Ltd
Wellington Shire Council
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Sales Price

Scoresby Heights P S
Sebastian PS (part)
Sebastian PS (part)
Shepparton Special School
St Gennains PS
St Helens Primary School
St lames Primary School
Sunshine MA
Dandenong Valley SC
AvondaleHS
BonbeachHS
MorelandHS
Sunshine SC
Sunshine Nth GTS (residence)
Swan Hill SSC
Swinboume SC (part 1)
The Basin P S (Residence)
Toolamba West PS
ToorakTC
Tottenham PS
Tresco PS (New)
Tyntynder Central
Tyntynder South Primary School
Wangaratta Education Centre
Warrnambool Sth PS
Waterdale SSC / Heidelberg Hts PS
Waterloo Flat
Whiteside P S
Woorinen Primary School
Yalca South Primary School
Yalla-Y-Poora PS
Yarck Primary School
Yeodene Primary School

$570,000
$340
$25,645
$10,500
$23,000
$11,500
$30,000
$1,200,000
$2,900,000
$4,800,000
$2,000,000
$5,500,000
$2,200,000
$79,544
$186,000
$1,000,000
$75,000
$200
$2,000,000
$465,000
$5,000
$55,000
$25,000
$950,000
$177,000
$3,339,000
$3,500
$900,200
$42,000
$10,000
$21,000
$30,500
$25,000

Purchaser
Arle(m Holdings PIL
City of Greater Bendigo
City of Greater Bendigo
Greater Shepparton City Council
Phillip W Anthony
Douglas C Nolte
Kathleen & Paul Dodds
State Training Board
State Training Board
State Training Board
State Training Board
State Training Board
State Training Board
W &VCameron
Cadd & Others
Dept of Health & Community Services
Knox City Council
A Crawford
Blue Cross Community Care Toorak PIL
Central Pontain Assoc
L & RA Sabolcki
TP&RJ Adair
T lMclean
Shire ofMilawa
lames W Hewett
Heidelberg Heights Business Park P IL
Christopher & Nicole Blakeley
Islamic College of Noble Park
Anthony L Miliardo
Ross C. Henderson
Shire of Ararat
Raymond & Rhonda Wohlers
Ricky Brown & Raymond Sarkis

Purchasers' names could change under the nomination clause within the Contracts of Sale

Housing: waiting lists
1273. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Housing): Will the Minister make available waiting lists and waiting times for public housing
for the 1997 calendar year by Area Housing Office (or region if the former is not available), including
priority and wait-turn lists.

ANSWER:

Public Housing Waiting List and Waiting Times at 31st December 1997
Average Waiting Time (months) *

Waiting List Number
Office t
FootslFlemlAse Vale
NthMelb/CarltIKensgton
SWlShine
Western Metro Total

Region

Wait Turn
3,462
2,143
4,095
9,700

Priority
68
108

96
272

Total
3,530
2,251
4,191
9,972

Wait Turn
37.3
37.2
42.0
38.1

Priority
1.6
2.4
2.2
2.0
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Public Housing Waiting List and Waiting Times at 31st December 1997
Average Waiting Time (months)

Waiting List Number
Office t
Broadmeadows
Fitzroy/ColllRichrnd
Heidelberg
Preston
Northern Metro Total
Cheltenham
Dandenong
Frankston
SthMelblPrahran
Southern Metro Total

Region

IBox Hill
Ringwood
Eastern Metro Total
Geelong
Wannambool
Portland
Bruwon South West Total
Bendigo
Mildura
Swan Hill
Loddon Mallee Total
Ballarat
Horsham
Grampians Total
Benalla
Shepparton
Wodonga
Wangaratta
Seymour
HumeTotal
Baimsdale Housing
Morwell Housing
Sale Housing
Gippsland Total
Head Office #
Statewide Total

Wait Turn
3,264
2,462
655
3,572
9,953
4,193
5,419
2,288
3,246
15,146
2,227
2,963
5,190
1,339
292
57
1,688
1,260
592
146
1,998
886
226
1,112
172
443
361
266
199
1,441
279
353
109
741
101
47,070

Priority
126
156
43
162
487
71
174
41
186
472
100
132
232
49
6
55
35
4

39
20
2
22
5
11
11
5
12
44
7
7
2
16

1,639

Total
3,390
2,618
698
3,734
10,440
4,264
5,593
2,329
3,432
15,618
2,327
3,095
5,422
1,388
298
57
1,743
1,295
596
146
2,037
906
228
1,134
177
454
372
271
211
1,485
286
360
111
757
101
48,709

Wait Turn
34.4
35.3
34.3
16.4
32.5
46.1
47.8
49.6
33.9
44.4
34.6
40.9
37.9
31.5
17.3
6.9
23.4
25.6
31.0
12.9
24.4
21.8
8.0
17.6
14.4
26.1
23.0
18.8
19.3
20.6
26.0
13.7
10.9
14.8

*

Priority
2.3
2.0
5.2
3.8
3.1
2.5
2.1
2.3
3.2
2.6
2.4
3.2
2.9

27.8

Table Notes:

*

Priority and wait turn waiting times calculated on the average time waited for allocations during 12 month
period to 31 st December 1997.

t

The Office of Housing restructured its waiting list system during 1996 to aggregate waiting lists to
broadbanded areas. These broadbands do not directly correspond to area offices. For example - Altona
District and Flemington District broadbands cover the areas corresponding to the Footscray, Flemington and
Ascot Vale Housing Offices. Therefore it is not possible to provide waiting list data by each area office.

#

Head office applications are for movable units.

1.1

1.2
2.1
1.1

1.4
1.7
0.9
1.4
1.2
1.5
1.2
1.1

1.8
1.1

1.4
1.8
1.5
1.4
1.4
1.5
1.4
2.4
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Housing: public housing stock
1275. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Housing): What was the amount of public housing stock (including vacancy and occupation
rates) by Area Housing Office (or region if the fonner is not available) as at December 1996 and December
1997, respectively.
ANSWER:

Rental General Stock: Tenancies by Region at December 1996
Rental General Stock (RGS) Properties
Region
Tenanted
Vacant
Vacant
Total RGS
(tenantable) (not tenantable) Properties

Western Metro
Northern Metro
Southern Metro
Eastern Metro
Barwon Sth West
Loddon Mallee
Grampians
Hume
Gippsland
Rental General Stock
Movable Units
Community Housing
Total for Dec 1996
Total for June 1997 #

10,869
11,829
12,012
4,547
5,006
4,207
2,960
4,190
3,434
59,054

*

t

141
169
186
63
109
83
31
73
66
921

403
242
424
132
225
97
151
99
300
2,073

I

11,413
12,240
12,622
4,742
5,340
4,387
3,142
4,362
3,800
62,048
2,214
4,737
68,999
69,259

Rental General Stock: Tenancies by Region at December 1997
Rental General Stock (RGS) Properties
Region
Vacant
Vacant
Tenanted
TotalRGS
(tenantable) (not tenantable) Properties

Western Metro
Northern Metro
Southern Metro
Eastern Metro
Barwon Sth West
Loddon Mallee
Grampians
Hume
Gippsland
Rental General Stock
Movable Units
Community Housing
Total for Dec 1997
Total for June 1998 #

*
t
#

10,826
11,768
12,029
4,516
4,995
4,250
2,902
4,134
3,387
58,807

*

t

208
172
130
30
89
65
79
73
60
906

342
347
436
184
149
44

120
99
176
1,897

11,376
12,287
12,595
4,730
5,233
4,359
3,101
4,306
3,623
61,610
2,160
4,922
68,692
69,688

Includes both standard vacancies and hard to let stock
Vacant stock, waiting for or under redevelopment, upgrade,
conversion, sale or demolition.
Note: The December figures only show part year transactions and should be regarded as indicative. The
relevant figures for stock numbers are those provided for the close of financial year

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

430

COUNCIL

Tuesday, 20 October

199~

Housing: capital works budget
1276. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Housing): What are the details ofthe capital works budget for the Office of Housing for the
1998-99 fmancial year.

ANSWER:
Housing capital works budget for 1998/99, as summarised in the Victorian 1998/99 budget papers and detailed
below, comprises:
$53 million for acquisition of transitional housing, to be managed by the community;
$34 million for acquisition of Supported Housing to provide accommodation for people with disabilities or the
frail aged, who are also clients of other Departmental programs. This stock will include community managed
stock and public rental stock;
$77.5 million for acquisition of general public rental stock, including reprofiling of the stock to better match
the requirements of people who are most in need of housing;
$8 million to commence the redevelopment of the Kensington high rise estate.
$24.5 million for acquisition oflong term community managed housing particularly for groups such as
disadvantaged singles, youth, families, people with disabilities, and frail older persons;
$8 million for acquisition of Aboriginal Housing administered by the Aboriginal Housing Board Victoria
(AHBV);
$99.8 million for physical improvement of public rental and community managed stock, including AHBV
stock. This includes upgrades, disability modifications, fire safety works, and conversions, where appropriate,
of bedsitters to one bedroom units;
Additional capital items for 1998/99:
$6.8 million for program assets such as information technology equipment;
$1 million for home finance conversions.
The above projects represent direct costs and exclude associated administrative overheads.

Housing: HEF bond scheme moneys
1277. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Housing): What amount ofHEF and bond scheme monies was expended by region for the
1997 calendar year.

ANSWER:
Housing Establishment Fund (HEF) Expenditure - 1997 Calendar Year
The Housing Establishment Fund (HEF) is a financial assistance program administered by the Community
Housing Group of the Office of Housing. The aim of the program is to establish or maintain secure private rental
housing for people at risk of homeless and to provide emergency assistance to avoid homelessness.
HEF specifically provides immediate financial assistance to people in housing crisis and seeks to respond to a range
of emergency situations and diverse housing circumstances.

In the 1997 calendar year HEF monies expended by regions were as follows:
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Barwon South West
Eastern Metropolitan
Gippsland
Hume
Loddon-Mallee
Northern Metropolitan
Southern Metropolitan
Grampians
Western Metropolitan
Statewide total

431

$160,038
$374,633
$274,347
$174,478
$155,246
$492,969
$681,055
$122,486
$518,536
$2,953,788

HEF budgets are set on a fmancial year basis. In 1996/97 approximately $1.7M was distributed, a slight increase on
previous years. The budget was markedly increased in 1997/98 to approximately $4M as part of the
implementation of the Transitional Housing Management Program. Therefore, the above figures reflect
approximately 50% of each of the two financial year budgets.

Bond Scheme Expenditure 1997 Calendar Year
Under the Bond Scheme the Office of Housing makes loans available to low income earners for assistance with
private rental bond expenses.

1997 Calendar Year
REGION
Barwon
Eastern
Gippsland
Grampians
Hume
Loddon Mallee
Northern
Southern
Western

Total

NO OF BONDS ISSUED
(No)
1,851
1,298
1,602
1,245
1,329
1,685
2,117
4,066
2,088

EXPENDITURE
($)
726,356
647,568
651,651
491,606
567,572
713,023
977,343
1,830,482
941,384

17,281

$7,546,986

Housing: community housing stock
1278. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Housing): What is the amount of community housing stock by area housing region.
ANSWER:
Community Housing stock available in each region covers five program areas including both long and short term
accommodation options for a range of client groups. As at 30/6/98, these were as follows
Barwon-South Western
Eastern Metropolitan
Gippsland
Hume
Loddon-Mallee
Northern Metropolitan
Southern Metropolitan
Grampians
Western Metropolitan

338
450
362
289
328
988
1,397
225
853

Statewide total

5,230

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

432

COUNCIL

Tuesday, 20 October 1998

The six program areas covered by this data include:
Transitional Housing Management Program which provides short term accommodation, housing infonnation,
referral, and financial assistance to people who are homeless or at risk of homelessness;
Crisis supported accommodation including refuges for women and children escaping domestic violence,
aboriginal people and young people with support needs;
Group Housing Program which provides long term accommodation for low income people with disabilities;
Rooming House Program which provides long term accommodation for low income single people; and
Rental Housing Co-operative Program which provides long term accommodation for low income people who
are members of rental housing co-operatives and who participate in the running of the co-operatives and
management of their housing.
Aboriginal Housing Board of Victoria managed properties.
The Community Housing Joint Venture and Common Equity Rental Co-operative (CERC) Programs have not

been included in the above data. The CERC Program includes approximately 1500 properties which are owned by
the Common Equity Housing Ltd, the property owner and manager of the CERC program. The Joint Venture
Program includes in excess of21oo properties which are owned by various community organisations.

ROYAL ASSENT
Tuesday, 27 October 1998
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The PRESIDENT (Hon. B. A. Chamberlain) took the
chair at 2.32 p.m. and read the prayer.
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TRANSFER OF LAND (SINGLE REGISTER)
BILL
Introduction and first reading
Received from Assembly.

ROYAL ASSENT
Message read advising royal assent to:
Arts Acts (Amendment) Act
Classification (Publications, Films and Computer
Games) (Enforcement) (Amendment) Act
Land (Revocation of Reservations) Act
Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Act
Road Safety (Driving Instructors) Act

Read first time on motion of Hon. M. A. BIRRELL
(Minister for Industry, Science and Technology).

VICTORIAN COLLEGE OF THE ARTS
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Introduction andfirst reading
Received from Assembly.

LIVESTOCK DISEASE CONTROL
(AMENDMENT) BILL

Read first time on motion of Hon. R. L KNOWLES
(Minister for Health).

Introduction and first reading
Received from Assembly.
Read fIrst time on motion of Hon. G. R. CRAIGE
(Minister for Roads and Ports).

SUPERANNUATION ACTS (AMENDMENT)
BILL
Introduction and first reading
Received from Assembly.
Read fIrst time on motion of Hon. R. M. HALLAM
(Minister for Finance).

ACCIDENT COMPENSATION
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Introduction and first reading
Received from Assembly.
Read fIrst time on motion of Hon. R. M. HALLAM
(Minister for Finance).

EDUCATION (AMENDMENT) BILL
Introduction and first reading
Received from Assembly.
Read first time on motion of Hoo. R. L KNOWLES
(Minister for Health).

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Workcover: Esso Longford licence
Bon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS (Jika Jika) - I refer
the Minister for Finance, who is responsible for
Workcover, to recent claims from the Victorian
Workcover Authority and Esso that the reissuing of the
dangerous goods licence for the Esso Longford plant
was made verbally. Will the minister inform the house
whether this verbal approval was given by senior
management, whether any documentation exists to
substantiate the claim, and whether granting such
verbal approval represents a breach of the Dangerous
Goods Act or regulations?
The PRESIDENT - Order! The last part of the
question seems to call for a legal opinion.
Bon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance)Which question would the honourable member prefer
me to answer?
Bon. D. A. Nardella - Answer both of them.
Bon. R. M. HALLAM - There were in fact three.
I am tempted to give the honourable member a
one-word answer and then invite him to ask in the next
breath which question he would like me to reply to. I
am prepared to say that I do not make any attempt to
excuse the circumstances surrounding the issuing of a
licence to Esso and that I have made my
disappointment very clear to the Victorian Workcover
Authority. However, I make a couple of points by way
of background. I am assured that while the licence
document had not been formally issued by the renewal
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date, which was 26 August, the application had in fact
been received, the necessary inspections had been
conducted, the licence fee had been paid and a receipt
issued - all before the renewal date. Beyond providing
that advice to the honourable member, I shall take his
question on notice.

Better Roads Victoria
Hon. P. R. HALL (Gippsland) - Will the Minister
for Roads and Ports inform the house of the final road
funding allocations for 1998-99 from the Better Roads
Victoria fund, and in particular of the impact the
program has on road funding in regional and rural
Victoria?
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - I thank the honourable member for his
question and acknowledge that honourable members on
this side of the house recognise the significance of the
Better Roads Victoria fund I am pleased to inform the
house - especially honourable members on this side of
the house and the people of rural Victoria - that this
year, 1998-99, the fund will provide $191 million for
more than 200 road projects. That figure includes an
allocation of more than $75 million for new and
existing projects in rural Victoria The government will
again clearly meet its commitment to rural Victoria
with more than 35 per cent of the total allocation being
spent on major rural projects, which are so significant
for rural and regional Victoria
Major rural projects include $8.6 million on the Black
Forest section of the Calder Freeway, $lO8 million on
the Calder Freeway-Woodend bypass, $lO million on
the Midland Highway upgrade, $5 million on the Bass
Highway duplication, $2.9 million on the north arm
bridge replacement at Lakes Entrance, $1.6 million on
the Cobden-Wannambool road, $1.6 million on the
Bacchus Marsh--Gisbome road; $1.3 million on the
Murray Valley Highway, and $1.2 million on the
Warrnambool~aramut road. Those are just a few
examples of the road funding this financial year.
The Better Roads Victoria fund also provides funding
on a two-thirds allocation for metropolitan projects.
These projects include the widening of the West Gate
Freeway from three to four lanes between the Western
Ring Road and the West Gate Bridge; stage 2 of the
Springvale bypass - the missing link left by the
previous Labor government; the duplication of the
Westernport Highway between the Gippsland Freeway
and Thompson Road; planning for the extension of the
Eastern Freeway from Springvale Road to Ringwood;
and a further instalment of the government's
$300 million commitment to facilitate the City Link

Tuesday, 27 October 1998

project as announced by the Treasurer in September
1995.
Those items are drawn from the metropolitan
component of the fund and are in addition to the totals
that appear in table 2.4 of the 1998-99 budget
information paper no. 1. Since the Better Roads
program was established on 1 July 1993 the fund has
allocated approximately $1 billion to 620 projects. Of
those, 540 projects to the value of $350 million have
been delivered to rural Victoria, which clearly meets
the government's commitment of the one-third
component of the Better Roads Victoria fund
The program has been so successful that the opposition
is now claiming it actually supported the establishment
of the fund On 15 October the Leader of the
Opposition in the other place for the time being, John
Brumby, said on radio 3SR that the fund had bipartisan
support. Mr Brumby might be around this week but we
do not know ifhe will be around next week. He said the
fund had bipartisan support in the Parliament in
1994 - the two important words in that statement
being 'bipartisan' and '1994'. Mr Brumby has a short
memory, because on 18 September in the Weekly Times
he is quoted as saying he would promise to scrap the
levy because it was a stupid tax.
Clearly the public needs to know that under its current
leader the ALP will scrap the levy, but it was not
debated or introduced in 1994 - it was introduced in
1993. On 12 May 1993 in another place the Labor
opposition voted against the establishment of the Better
Roads Victoria fund In addition, in speaking against
the bill in the other place the Honourable !an Baker
opposed it because the Labor Party thought one-third of
the levy going to country Victoria was too much.
Mr Baker asked, 'Where is the equity and sense in
that?'. During debate Mr Baker said there was no
equity in the country receiving even one-third of the
levy. He went on to move an amendment to the effect
that the funds were to be used exclusively for the City
Link project - none was to go to the country, it was all
for the City Link project.
The people of Victoria should know that the Labor
Party does not and never has supported the Better
Roads fund. While opposition members continue to
make statements the government will continue to
deliver real projects to regional, rural and metropolitan
Victoria

Workcover: safety inspector
Bon. M. M. GOULD (Doutta Galla) - Will the
minister responsible for Workcover confirm that Doug
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Wyatt, the dangerous goods inspector who was given
the impossible task of inspecting 102 items in 2% hours
at Esso at Longford, was yesterday transported by John
Hickey, the manager at Mulgrave, to Andrew
Lindberg's office for a 3-hour interrogation? Will the
minister now guarantee to the house that inspectors will
not be threatened or directed by the VWA prior to
testifying before the royal commission, if they are
summoned?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) Again Miss Gould invites me to take up several
questions and I am tempted to pick and choose.
Hon. M. M. Gould - No, the first part leads on to
the next.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Miss Gould described it

as an impossible task. If the opposition wants to have a
debate about that, it can. I challenge the first claim that
the task was impossible. It illustrates better than
anything I can say that Miss Gould does not understand
the process. She should have taken the trouble to find
out about the process that she now raises in this place.
If she had done that she would have found that her
description was most inappropriate and does no credit
to the people directly involved.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous- Why?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Ifwe are to have this
witch-hunt - Hon. T. C. Theophanous - You are the one
conducting the witch-hunt.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Whose interests do
opposition members claim to be serving? The house
should consider this issue carefully. Members opposite
are prepared to impugn both the role and performance
of the officers of the Victorian Workcover Authority,
officers whose only sin is to carry out their duties.
Hon. D. A. NardeUa - That is why they are
interrogated for 3 hours!
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - You are prepared to
name them in this place, Mr Nardella
Hon. D. A. Nardella - The only protection they
have is us naming them here.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I am satisfied that the
people named in this place in respect of the Longford
incident have acted in the utmost good faith.
Hon. D. A. NardeUa - So you will not protect
them.
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Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I think that is protection.
I am satisfied that the officers who have been named in
this place have acted in the utmost good faith on each
occasion. My statement should be compared with the
accusations that have been levelled. Members opposite
have been prepared to rely on the advice of unidentified
employees of the Workcover Authority.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - You want us to name them
so you can have them interrogated.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I might come to that
issue. That is the basis on which it is offered. No
names, no pack drill. That raises some question marks
about the motivation. Honourable members opposite
are prepared to rely on that advice and deliberately and
maliciously malign other members of that organisation.
The Leader of the Opposition and, by interjection,
another member of the opposition, have now
determined that the only reason the officers on whom
they rely for information have not been identified is the
prospect of a witch-hunt.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous -That is what is
happening.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - You used the word
'witch-hunt'. We are talking about employees of the
Victorian Workcover Authority. As I have said, the fact
that the names of these officers have not been identified
at least raises a question mark. If the information
honourable members opposite want to rely on has been
derived from the source they imply, we should examine
what has taken place. What has happened is in my view
an act of gross disloyalty to the employer, or at least an
act of gross disloyalty to the other members of the
organisation. It is certainly a breach of conduct and may
constitute a criminal breach of the act.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - A further threat.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - That is not a threat - it
is a statement of fact. These people operate under a
strict code of secrecy laid down by the act, yet members
opposite are prepared to rely on those who have broken
that strict code of secrecy. Opposition members are
making wild accusations without any statements of fact;
they bring great discredit and personal harm upon
members of the organisation under the protection of
parliamentary privilege. That brings no credit upon
members opposite or indeed this chamber.

I am relaxed about these issues being canvassed by the
royal commission. I am absolutely relaxed about the
outcome of the royal commission and I hope the
information that is unsourced, unidentified and thrown
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around wildly by the opposition is submitted to the
royal commission.

Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - As I said, I am
absolutely relaxed about relying on the outcome of the
royal commission.
Hon. T. C. Tbeopbanous - You have established
a Star Chamber at Andrew Lindberg's office.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Star Chamber? You are
talking to me about a Star Chamber!
Honourable members interjecting.

The PRESIDENT - Order! The Leader of the
Opposition did not even ask the question, and the
minister is not helped by interjections from
Mr Nardella I suggest that the minister circumscribe
the answer and come to a conclusion. Has the minister
finished?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Yes.

Stress management
Hon. M. T. LUCKINS (Waverley) - Will the
Minister for Health advise the house of the recent
initiatives and advances in the understanding and
management of stress with a view to promoting better
health and preventing illness?
Hon. R. L KNOWLES (Minister for Health) Stress is a reality and everyone has experienced stress at
some stage in their lives, but only in more recent years
have we understood the significance of stress and its
impact on people's physical and emotional wellbeing.
As part of the global examination of health care by the
World Health Organisation in 1990, it was found that
emotional stress played a significant factor in 5 of the
10 most significant disabling conditions. It was as a
result of that finding that the first international congress
on stress was held in Washington in 1994. I am pleased
to advise the house that yesterday I had the pleasure of
opening the second international congress on stress
which is currently being held in Melbourne.
Approximately 600 delegates from 52 countries
comprising scientists and clinicians interested and
involved in understanding and developing better ways
of managing stress were in attendance.
As I have previously relayed to the house, the

government has been extraordinarily active and
successful in reforming health services to the extent that
it is now acknowledged as the leader in Australia and
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internationally in focusing on mental health
management. We are moving to the second phase of
those reports and under the new national mental health
strategy we are focusing on health promotion and
mental health prevention resulting in good quality
health outcomes and linkages between the way services
operate and the outcomes.
The government seeks to achieve that by using new
technology - and in particular, the opportunities the
Internet can provide to help overcome the poverty of
information available on ways of promoting good
mental health. One such project, View 21, which
represents a vision of readily available information and,
hence, wellbeing in the 21 st century, is a collaborative
effort by the Victorian Mental Health Foundation, the
National Heart Foundation, the National Institute of
Diabetes and the National Stroke Foundation.
Stress is recognised as a significant contnbutor to the
onset of diabetes and an inhibitor to its good
management, as well as a significant risk factor in the
onset of cardiac disease, stroke and mental illness. The
four organisations have come together to develop a
model, with the support of the state and commonwealth
governments, with the aim of providing more accurate
and accessible information not only for Victoria but for
Australia and the rest of the world.
Many participants at the congress I referred to have
shown interest in that development. It is a good
example of Victoria's using its expertise to provide
better health care while developing products that will
have significant economic value and export potentiaL It
is yet another example of the government's policies and
leadership providing opportunities which were
previously thought impossible but which can make a
significant contnbution to improving the wellbeing of
Victorians and mankind in general.

Workcover: Esso Longford licence
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS (Jika Jika) - I refer
the Minister for Finance, who is the minister
responsible for Workcover, to his answer to my
previous question, in which he said the expiry date of
the Esso licence was 27 August 1998.
Hon. R. M. HaDam - No, I did not.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - We will look
back to Hansard. I refer the minister to his answer to
my question, in which he said that the expiry date of the
Esso licence was 27 August 1998 and that the
application from Esso was received and processed prior
to that date. How can the minister reconcile that
statement with the fact that the licence renewal
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document specifically states that the date on which the
application was received was 28 September 1998 and
that it was issued on the same day, which is three days
after the Longford explosion?

Bon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance)First things first, Mr President. Let the record show that
I did not say 27 August was the expiry date of the Esso
licence.
Bon. T. C. Theophanous- We will check
Hansard.

Bon. R. M. HALLAM - We will check Hansard.
Government members interjecting.

Bon. T. C. Theophanous - You are not going to
get out of it! He has lied again. Caught out!
Honourable members interjecting.

The PRESIDENT - Order! The Leader of the
Opposition has asked a question, and the minister wants
to respond to it. The house will settle down and allow
the minister to respond.

Bon. R. M. HALLAM - I am a bit bemused as to
how the opposition leader can conclude that I have lied
as a result ofhim misquoting the date.

Hospitals: Essendon and Preston-Northcote
Bon. ANDREW BRIDESON (Waverley) - Will
the Minister for Finance advise the house of plans to
sell the Essendon and District Memorial Hospital and
the Preston and Northcote Community Hospital as part
of the government's plan to provide better health
services to Melbourne's outer suburbs?
Bon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) - I
thank the honourable member for his question. By way
of introduction, the question could just as appropriately
have been directed to my colleague, the Minister for
Health. It was Mr Knowles who recently unveiled the
$900 million plan to upgrade Melbourne's health care
services to provide equitable access to high-quality
services into the 21st century.
Bon. M. A. BirreU - Visionary!
Bon. R. M. HALLAM - Visionary indeed,
Mr Bind!! For people living in the outer suburbs of
Melbourne, the building of three new hospitals, the
introduction of integrated care centres and other
initiatives will take high-technology health services to
presently underserviced areas. That corrects an
imbalance whereby although only about 16 per cent of
the population lives within 8 kilometres of the CBD it
has almost half the health services concentrated in the
area.

Bon. T. C. Theophanous - When was the
application received? When did you say the application
was received?
Bon. R. M. HALLAM - My advice is that the
renewal date was 26 August. However the honourable
member might like to - Bon. Louise Asher - Distort.
Bon. R. M. HALLAM - Distort. Thank you.
However the honourable member might like to
distort my response, I repeat that the application for
renewal had been received, the necessary inspections
conducted, the licence paid and a receipt issued - all
before the renewal date!
Bon. T. C. Theophanous - How do you square
that with the licence? You did not answer the question!
Honourable members interjecting.

The PRESIDENT - Order! I suggest the
honourable member settles down. He is down to ask
another question later.

As part of the process to provide better health services
in Melbourne's northern region, the government has
decided to sell the Essendon and District Memorial
Hospital and the Preston and Northcote Community
Hospital. That area and beyond will now be serviced by
new health facilities at Broadmeadows and Epping.
Once such decisions are taken and properties become
available, the assets are then transferred to the Ministry
for Finance as part of the process. I have responsibility
for ensuring that the sale of those assets delivers the
best return, not just in financial terms but in the best
interests of the community, however they are viewed,
with the proceeds being dedicated to new and imprOVed
health care services for the region.
The government intends to encourage private hospital
operators and other medical professionals to take up the
opportunities afforded at the Essendon hospital site and
the existing facility. Expressions of interest have
already been formally invited, and I expect that
negotiations will be completed by about the middle of
the next calendar year. Perhaps even more diverse
potential exists for PANeR, and I hope a contract will
be signed next year, depending on a satisfactory tender
being received. In particular, the south block of
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PANCH provides an opportunity for a satellite surgical
centre, and I hope expressions of interest will take up
that potential. Negotiations are already under way with
North Melbourne TAFE to utilise the existing nurses
home for student accommodation. If we can pull that
off, Mr President, it will be a good outcome indeed! I
have recently seen reports of a possible hotel-motel
development on the balance of the site. Some very
exciting options are currently being canvassed
The process has now commenced. It is being handled
by the Victorian Government Property Group in
conjunction with real estate agents Jones Lang Wootton
for the Essendon site and Knight Frank for PANCH.
We have now formally placed both properties on the
market and, based on the level of interest that is
currently expressed, I am confident of achieving a good
outcome, particularly for the communities most directly
involved with the proceeds having a direct impact on
improved services for the expanding outer suburbs, thus
meeting a basic commitment of the Kennett
government.
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Hon. D. A. Nardella - I am answering your
question. I am only saying so because you were not
listening.
Honourable members interjecting.

The PRESIDENT - Order! Question time has
occupied some 40 minutes so far. I suggest that
honourable members settle down to allow the minister
to conclude his reply.

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I am pleased to have
Mr Nardella answer my question because clarification
is helpful. In respect of the preamble, the answer is no.

Governor of Victoria Export Awards
Hon. ROSEMARY V ARTY (Silvan) - Will the
Minister for Industry, Science and Technology advise
the house of the overall winner of the recent Governor
of Victoria Export Awards?

Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) - I
refer the Minister for Finance, who is responsible for
Workcover, to the fact that the Esso Longford plant was
operating at the time of the explosion without a
dangerous goods licence. Will the minister assure the
house that there are no other licences or approvals the
Longford plant should have had at the time of the
explosion that were issued after the explosion?

Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - I was pleased to join His
Excellency the Governor, Sir James Gobbo, recently to
present the Governor of Victoria Export Awards and to
present the Victorian Exporter of the Year Award I
was delighted that Compumedics Sleep Pty Ltd won
that award It is an innovative company, an exporter of
some renown and is an example of a high
technology-based company that is exporting product.
The company has won a diverse range of contracts
overseas, including a major contract with NASA. and
has grown exponentially over the past five years.

Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance)Again we have a question that, of itself, is legitimate
but is prefaced with an inference to which I take great
exception. If honourable members want to pre-empt
their questions with some challengeable preamble they
should not be upset that it is the preamble to which the
minister responds. I shall go back to Hansard to see
exactly what the honourable member said, but in am
not mistaken - -

The award winners overall represent Victoria's most
outstanding exporters in services, manufacturing
agribusiness, information technology, education, and a
new award for art and entertainment. Compumedics
Sleep Pty Ltd specialises in the design and development
of computer-based medical monitoring and diagnostic
products. I congratulate the company on its outstanding
export success, particularly in the field of sleep
monitoring and analysis.

Hon. D. A. Nardella- Weren't you listening?

Compumedics was the first company to install
computer-based diagnostic sleep centres in Australasia
in 1987, and now has 70 per cent of the market share.
The company is a world leader in the field of diagnostic
product development for sleeping disorders. Its research
and development has resulted in sophisticated and
state-of-the-art equipment, which uses computer
technology to assist the medical profession provide
better health care. The success of Compumedics
reflects the growth in innovative companies that are
developing new products and taking them to the world,

Workcover: Esso Longford licence

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - We must be careful
Mr Nardella If I remember correctly, you said Ess'o had
no licence at the time of the Longford incident?
Hon. D. A. Nardella - Without a dangerous goods
licence. That is correct.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - You say it is correct?
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not only relying on selling them in the Australian
marketplace.

had made a statement that the staff at the Traralgon
office had been increased.

At the launch I was pleased to see a live transfer of
information from a Victorian country hospital into its
Melbourne headquarters. It is a classic example of how
high technical equipment can be used remotely and is
likely to be used remotely around the world Indeed, it
is used remotely by NASA in the equipment it takes up
in the shuttle missions.

Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous - On a point of order,
Mr President, although we accept the ruling given in
this place over a long time that the minister may answer
the question in his own way, he is required to answer
the question in a way relevant to the question asked.
What I asked the minister had nothing do with what he
is now referring to. It was whether he could assure the
house that during the 2 %-hour inspection each of the
storage tanks, manufacturing areas, slug catchers and so
on were subjected to a rigorous inspection. The minister
began his answer by saying that I had quoted him
correctly. There is no justification for the minister to
now go off on a tangent about the closure of the
Traralgon office when my question was specifically
about the 2%-hour inspection and whether he could
assure the house about that inspection.

The growing export success oflocal companies
demonstrates how the state has both the expertise and
skills to succeed in the international marketplace. This
year the Governor's awards attracted a record number
of entries which, in itself, is a reflection of the growing
confidence Victorian firms have about working and
trading overseas. I am pleased that the winners of the
award will automatically go into the national export
awards later this year. On behalf of all members, I
congrntulate the Victorian winners and wish them all
the best in the national awards.

Workcover: Longford safety inspections
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS (Jika Jika) - I refer
the Minister for Finance, who is responsible for
Workcover, to statements to the house on 6 and
7 October to the effect that the Victorian Workcover
Authority conducted 'a full physical examination of the
Longford plant in June'. He described it as a 'rigorous'
inspection although it lasted only 2 %hours. Will the
minister assure the house that during the 2%-hour
inspection each of25 storage tanks, 65 storage areas,
3 manufacturing areas, 3 slug catchers, 2 crude plant
areas and gas plants 2 and 3 and, finally, the flammable
gas and flammable liquid areas of gas plant 1, the site
of the Longford explosion that killed two workers, were
subjected to rigorous inspection?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) - I
thank Mr Tneophanous for his question. From my
recollection I am prepared to acknowledge that
Mr Theophanous's quotations of mine in the house are
accurate, which is something of a change, because I
happen to have the Hansard of 6 and 7 October.
Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan - Which you need with
questions from him!
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Yes, I do. I realise that I
cannot quote them. At page 6 of Hansard I was
referring to the office hours at Traralgon being
extended The reason I need to quote that passage is
that on the next day - that is, on the evening of
7 October - Mr Theophanous had me saying what he
told me I had said. He asked me the basis on which I

The PRESIDENT - Order! The house had a
similar issue before it recently about a motion moved
by the Leader of the Opposition, when I ruled that the
house could not direct an honourable member about the
way an argument was presented or, in the case of the
motion moved by Mr Theophanous, the way a motion
is put to the house; nor in this case can I direct a
minister on the way he should respond However, the
answer must be responsive to the question; so far it has
not been so, but the minister has not yet finished his
answer.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Far be it from me to
reflect on your ruling, Mr President, but my response
was apposite to the question because Mr Theophanous
quoted my comments to the house on 6 and 7 October.
As an aside I said his comments were accurate because
on another occasion Mr Theophanous wilfully
misconstrued what I had said to the house.
I have taken the opportunity to point out that the
honourable member's track record is poor. The
implication is that an inspection of a major facility
which took 2% hours could not ipso facto be an
appropriate inspection. That does not take into account
that this was not the only inspection. As
Mr Theophanous knows, there are regular inspections
of the facility. I stand by what I said at the time - that
is, the inspection was required to verify that all the
conditions had been met.

Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - If that is the best the
honourable member can do - I repeat that he has cast
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aspersions upon the role and performance of the officer
who undertook - Hon. T. C. Theophanous - On you.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - No, you are crucifying
people who did their jobs. It so happens that the process
carried out had its genesis in legislation passed by the
house during the reign of a Labor government. I know
you don't like to hear that, Mr Theophanous. You may
be opposed to changes and I know you would reserve
the right to be opposed because you have opposed
everything else you can lay your hands on, but you
should acknowledge that the shift in occupational
health and safety was implemented under the Cain
Labor government and is now faithfully maintained by
the Kennett government.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - There was no real
inspection; you said it was a full examination. You lied
to the house.
Honourable members interjecting.

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I am happy to rely on the
outcome of the royal commission and I know
Mr TheoPhanous will do exactly the same.

Retail tenancies: education program
Hon. W. I. SMITH (Silvan) - Will the Minister
for Small Business advise the house of the progress of
the retail tenancies education campaign?
Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small
Business) - I thank Ms Smith for the question and for
her stirring preliminary work on the legislation. The
house will be well aware that the Retail Tenancies
Reform Act, which came into operation on 1 July 1998,
places Victoria at the forefront of Australia's retail
tenancies legislation. As part of that we have embarked
on a far-reaching retail tenancies education campaign
which has a number of components.
The government has conducted a comprehensive series
of 14 workshops in metropolitan and regional Victoria,
8 of which were held in country Victoria We have also
published an information booklet entitled The Detail in
Retail. It must be given to every tenant prior to the
signing of a commercial tenancy lease covered by the
act.
We have also published a small brochure that
articulates the main reforms and have arranged for
Internet access to those publications. We have
encouraged industry associations to host seminars: the
associations are the Property Council of Australia, the
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Retail Confectionery and Mixed Business Association,
the United Retailers Association, the Victorian
Employers Chamber of Commerce and Industry and
the Retail Traders Association of Victoria I thank. those
associations for their work in ensuring that landlords
and tenants alike are familiar with the provisions of the
new legislation.
In accordance with the government's requirement that
there be a multicultural aspect to so much of our work,
the retail tenancies information pamphlets have been
translated into Italian, Greek, Vietnamese and
Cantonese so as to reflect the interest of ethnic groups
in retail tenancies. I am pleased with the education
campaign and, more importantly, I am even more
pleased that the act has been so well received by
landlords and tenants alike.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
The PRESIDENT - Order! I have been advised
that questions on notice nos 1524 to 1539, 1551 to
1553, 1558, 1560 to 1564, 1566 to 1573, 1577, 1582 to
1584, 1586 to 1588, 1622 to 1630 and 1764, of which
notice was received on 7 October 1998, have already
been asked during this sessional period and answers
received I have therefore directed that they be removed
from the notice paper.

Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) (By leave) - Mr President, I
welcome what you have done. I ask that the opposition
pay closer attention to matters on which it bases its
questions on notice. To ask questions already asked and
answered in the same sessional period is not only a
breach of the rules of the house but also a waste oftime
of, particularly, the public servants who need to
research them. Rather than simply trying to increase the
number of questions asked, perhaps the opposition
could pay more attention to the content of questions so
we are not put through a process of having to find out,
as we have done, halfway through a research session
that a question has been asked and answered
previously.
Hon. M. M. GOULD (Doutta Galla)(By leave) - It
appears that the questions on notice relate to
information sought for the period of a financial year. I
accept that it was an oversight on my part, as I had not
changed the named financial year on the questions. It
was not a deliberate attempt to ask questions already
asked, but a typographical error on my part.
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BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Adjournment of bills

Hamilton Base Hospital- Report, 1997-98.
Hastings Port (Holding) Corporation - Report, 1997-98.
Inner and Eastern Health Care Network - Report, 1997-98.

Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - By
leave, I move:

Kerang and District Hospital- Report, 1997-98.

That(a) unless otherwise ordered, where a bill is introduced by a
minister or is received from the Legislative Assembly after
6.00 p.m. on 13 November 1998, and a motion is moved for
the second reading of the bill, debate on that motion shall be
adjomned upon the conclusion of the speech of the mover
until a day no earlier than the first sitting day in 1999:
provided that any bill transmitted from the Legislative
Assembly which is in the hands of the Clerk no later than
10.00 am. on 16 November 1998 may be taken through all
stages; and
(b)

Intellectual Disability Review Panel- Report, 1997-98.

this order shall have effect until 31 December 1998.

Latrobe Regional Hospital- Report, 1997-98 (two papers).
Maldon Hospital - Report, 1997-98.
Maryborough District Health Service - Report, 1997-98.
McIvor Health and Community Services - Report, 1997-98.
Melbourne Marl<et Authority - Report, 1997-98 (two
papers).

Melbourne Port Corporation - Report, 1997-98 (two
papers).

Metropolitan Fire and Emergency Services Board - Report,
1997-98.

Motion agreed to.

Mt Alexander Hospital- Report, 1997-98.

PAPERS

National Parks Act 1975 - Report of the Acting Director,
1997-98.

Laid on table by Clerk:
Bairnsdale Regional Health Service - Report, 1997-98.

National Parks Advisory Council- Report, 1997-98.

Beaufort and Skipton Health Service - Minister for Health's
report of 22 October 1998 of receipt of the 1997-98 report.

Otway Health and CommWlity Service - Minister for
Health's report of 22 October 1998 receipt of the 1997-98
report.

Bendigo Health Care Group - Report, 1997-98.
Boort District Hospital- Report, 1997-98.

Parliamentary Committees Act 1968 - Minister's response
to recommendation in Road Safety Committee's Report upon
Motorcycle Safety in Victoria

Broiler Indusny Negotiation Committee - Report, 1997-98.
Peninsula Health Care Network - Report, 1997-98.
Chief Electrical Inspector's Office- Report, 1997-98.
Chiropractors and Osteopaths Registration Board - Minister
for Health's report of 19 October 1998 of receipt of the 199798 report.

Penshurst and District Memorial Hospital- Minister for
Health's report of22 October 1998 ofreceipt of the 1997-98
report.

Phannacy Board - Report, 1997-98.
City West Water Limited- Report, 1997-98 (two papers).
Cohuna District Hospital- Report, 1997-98.

Planning and Environment Act 1987 - Notices of approval
of the following amendments to planning schemes:

CoIac Community Health Services - Report, 1997-98.

Alberton Planning Scheme - Amendment LA7.

Corangamite Regional Hospital Services - Report, 1997-98.

Bendigo - Greater Bendigo Planning SchemeAmendment L78.

East Grampians Health Service -

Report, 1997-98.
Glen Eira Planning Scheme - Amendment L23.

EcoRecycle Victoria - Report, 1997-98.
Hume Planning Scheme - Amendment LAS.
Environment Protection Authority - Report, 1997-98.
Moreland Planning Scheme - Amendment L59.
Far East Gippsland Health and Support Service - Minister
for Health's report ofl6 October 1998 of receipt of the 199798 report.

Nillumbik Planning Scheme - Amendment L 14.
Pakenham Planning Scheme - Amendment L 167.

Financial Institutions Commission -

Report, 1997-98.

Financial Operations Statement, 1997-98.

Stonnington Planning Scheme Amendments L33 and L69.
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Yana Ranges Planning Scheme - Amendment
LlO!.

Police - Chief Commissioner's Office - Report, 1997-98.
Police Review Commission - Report., 1997-98.
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Second reading
Debate resumed from 6 October; motion of
Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small Business).

Port Fairy Hospital- Report, 1997-98.
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1986Revocation of a Code of Practice for the Care and
Use of Animals for Scientific Procedures,
8 October 1991.
Code of Practice for the Care and Use of Animals
for Scientific Procedures (1998 Revision),
21 October 1998.
Project Development and Construction Management

Act 1994 - Nomination and Application Orders of
20 October 1998 relating to the Multi-purpose Venue, Sports

and Entertainment Precinct Infrastructure Upgrade
Implementation and State Archive Centre (three papers).
Southem Health Care Network - Report., 1997-98.
South Gippsland Hospital - Minister for Health· s report of
22 October 1998 of receipt of the 1997-98 report.

Statutory Rules under the following Acts of Parliament Casino Control Act 1991 - No. 128.
Subordinate Legislation Act 1994 - Nos. 125 to
127.

Subordinate Legislation Act 1994 - Ministers' exemption
certificates under section 9 (6) in respect of Statutory Rules
Nos. 125 to 128/1998.
StaweIl District Hospital- Report., 1997-98.
Swan Hill District Hospital - Report., 1997-98.
Terang and MortIake Health Service - Report., 1997-98.

Timboon and District Healthcare Service - Minister for
Health' s report of 16 October 1998 of receipt of the 1997-98
report.

Victorian Plantations Corporation - Report., 1997-98.
Warracknabeal District Hospital- Minister for Health' s
report of 16 October 1998 of receipt of the 1997-98 report.

Warmambool and District Base Hospital- Report., 1997-98.
West Gippsland Healthcare Group - Report., 1997-98.
Wycheproofand District Health Service- Report., 1997-98.
Women's and Children's Health Care Network- Report.,
1997-98.
Yana Valley Water Limited - Report., 1997-98.

Zoological Parks and Gardens Board - Report., 1997-98.

Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) The opposition does not oppose the Fund Raising
(Appeals) Bill. The charity industry has exploded in
Australia to a level where commercial operators are
used to maximise returns to charities. The practices of
the commercial operators have to some extent been
learned from commercial enterprise. Telemarketing
companies now operate for charity organisations on a
commission basis. Those persons who have given to a
particular charity over the telephone are often placed on
charity lists with the result that commercial operators
may make several representations to the same
household on behalf of many charities. Allegations that
such lists are sold to other organisations have been
denied, but there is little doubt that telemarketing for
charity is now a sophisticated industry with market
research and even polling being undertaken to identify
targets.
Previously a number of bodies were exempt from the
requirement to maintain detailed bookkeeping records
regarding their activities and all donations. The effect of
the bill is to enforce more strict requirements on small
charitable organisations, including telephone
canvassers, to disclose what they are paid and who is
paying them. Although a greater number of
organisations will be required. to meet certain
bookkeeping requirements schools, churches and
hospitals will be exempt However, they will have to
pay a GST on the funds if that is ever introduced.
Power will be vested in the minister to apply to the
court to take money from organisations that have
contravened the act. The bill also provides power to
inspectors to review bookkeeping records, to force
individuals who canvass on the streets to display
badges indicating whether they are paid or unpaid, and
to place stricter bookkeeping requirements on
organisations conducting charity bins for clothing, an
industry now worth more than $40 million a year.
The bill sets the framework for a rapidly expanding
activity, which has resulted from the government's
withdrawal of funds from certain organisations in order
to fund pet projects in other areas. In that context it was
interesting to read an article in the Age of25 October
about the first welfare organisation to have funds
withdrawn by the Kennett government Known as the
Grey Sisters, that organisation not only saves money for
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the government but more importantly saves the lives
and families of many Victorians who undergo financial
problems and are in need of community donations. That
organisation has acted on behalf of mothers and
families who are distressed, looked after young babies,
and is now used as a respite centre for mothers in crisis.
Debate interrupted.

DISTINGUISHED VISITOR
The PRESIDENT - Order! I interrupt debate to
welcome the presence in the gallery of the Speaker of
the Legislative Assembly of the Northern Territory,
Mrs Loraine Braham.

FUNDRAlSING APPEALS BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed.

Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North)The Grey Sisters is a worthy organisation that has to go
out and beg for money to enable it to survive and to
provide the services required within the community.
Since 1992 the Kennett government has cut funding to
the organisation by $45 000. For some people working
under direct control of the ministers $45 000 is not even
the cost of lunch down at the local pub on one of the
credit cards over a 12-month period Some of these
people are rorting the system.
Honourable members interjecting.

Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - The inteIjections are
from the two newest government members. They were
not here in 1992 during debate over the Grey Sisters.
They do not care about the good services the
organisation provides to the Victorian community; if
they did care about mums and their kids they would be
urging the government to resume funding to the Grey
Sisters, but they will not.
Hon. C. A. Furletti interjected.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - It is on the bill. You do
not like to hear it; you are cruel and heartless. The Grey
Sisters and other organisations like it have to raise
funds. They have to go out and beg for the money that
was previously provided by the government.
Honourable members may not like to hear it, but that is
the case.
Hon. Louise Asher - What would you do - write
open cheques?
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Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - A very simple
question.
Hon. C. A. Furletti - On a point of order,
Mr Acting President, the house is debating a bill which
is intended to achieve many of the results that
Mr Nardella proposes. The bill aims to ensure that a lot
of shonks and rip-off merchants currently conducting
fundraising activities will be eliminated. Mr NardelIa
has raised the matter of the Grey Sisters organisation
and suggests government members have no respect for
the organisation or the work it does. That is totally
erroneous. If Mr Nardella wishes to debate the bill, he
should debate the bill. If he has a problem with funding
he should raise it as a separate issue.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - The bill is about
fundraising and covers organisations that come under
the auspices and requirements of the bill that use
fundraising organisations to raise money. The Grey
Sisters is in that position and that is why I ask you,
Mr Acting President, to rule the point of order out of
order.

The ACTING PRESIDENT
(Hon. G. B. Ashman) - Order! I have been listening
to the opening remarks ofMr Nardella He now needs
to develop his argument with more relevance to the bill.
He was starting to stray from what I see as the contents
of the bill, and I ask him to direct his comments
towards the bill.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - The bill offers
protection to organisations like the Grey Sisters that
have to use these requirements to survive. It is a sad day
when the requirements have to go in to protect charities.
Hon. W. R. Baxter -It has nothing to do with the
Grey Sisters.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - It has everything to do
with the Grey Sisters because, as I pointed out before,
organisations like the Grey Sisters, the Red Cross, the
Anti-Cancer Council and the Heart Foundation are
organisations that purchase the services of professional
fundraisers for their activities. If government members
do not understand that, I do not know how many other
ways I can put it, but that is the purpose of the bill. That
is why the government seeks to impose the requirement
for charities and foundations to raise money to replace
the money that the government has ripped out of
worthy community organisations.
The privacy requirements are also important. There are
many fundraising organisations that swap lists and data,
undertake market research and then sell the lists to
others within the ;~lDdraiSing industry. That is of
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concern because the names and addresses of many
members and people in the community are on these
databases. The privacy issue is especially important for
telemarketing companies because they target their
audience. There has been concern within the
community as to how these organisations operate, how
they sell their lists and give access to the lists to various
organisations, and who has access to them. The
opposition is concerned about the lists being made
available to others.

A serious matter raised with the opposition is the issue
of memorial giving. For example, when a person passes
away his or her family may publish in the in memoriam
sections of the newspapers notices advising mourners
that instead of sending flowers they have the option of
sending money to the Heart Foundation of Australia,
the Red Cross, the Anti-Cancer Council of Victoria or
some other charity. That is a worthwhile option.
However, the opposition is concerned that memorial
giving may class the family as fundraisers.

There should be a requirement to disclose how much
money goes to the charity. The legislation does not
require fundraising organisations to disclose how much
of the money they raise goes to the charity. In the past
there have been examples where only 10 cents in the
dollar has gone to the charity for which the money was
being raised. If that is the case it should be disclosed.
The amount being paid to a professional fundraising
organisation to raise money for a charity should not be
hidden.

I ask the minister to assure the charities I have

Contracts that are signed by, for example, telemarketers
should require disclosure of how much is going to the
charity. It is not an onerous requirement. When a
telemarketer phones someone they can say that if the
person donates $10, so much of that $10 will go to the
charity.
When making donations to charities consumers will be
able to make informed decisions about worthwhile
avenues for providing money and whether it is more
effective and efficient to cut out the middle person. For
example, if a telemarketer phones up somebody and
says, 'If you donate $10, $1 of that will go to the
charity', the consumer will be able to make an informed
decision about whether to donate that $10 on the
understanding that 90 per cent of it will go to the
telemarketing organisation. The alternative is to just
write a cheque and send it direct to the charity.
A number of charities in the community - for
example, some of the overseas organisationsdisclose how much of their donations go into
administration. It is one of the selling points of such
charities that they consider they have an obligation to
the people who put their hands into their pockets to
make sure those people know how much money is
going to the worthwhile causes in which they so dearly
believe. Other disclosures are also important, such as
making sure the money is actually used by the
organisation to which it is donated. The bill provides
mechanisms for checking on organisations and
inspectors will have wide powers to check the books.
The strict bookkeeping requirements are a positive
aspect of the bill.

mentioned that that will not be the case. I ask for an
assurance that such donations will be dealt with through
the regulations so that the giving of gifts will not be a
problem for charities. The opposition wants to ensure
there is no ambiguity, and no problems with the
legislation in the future.
The bill improves accountability and the opposition
welcomes it. However, there is still no provision for the
disclosure of how much money goes to a charity or
what percentage is taken by the professional fundraisers
or telemarketers. I urge the government to look at that
aspect when it revisits the bill. It is a simple
requirement that will better inform people who have a
heart and who believe in these causes, and will enable
them to more effectively target their donations to
organisations that will use their money more wisely. On
that basis the opposition does not oppose the bill.

Hon. C. A. FURLETI1 (Templestowe) - I am
pleased to speak in favour of the bill. As usual, I am
grateful the opposition has also seen fit to support it. I
strongly support Mr Nardella's final point, but in
extending that support I must say I would consider it a
most unusual situation if somebody who said, 'Please
do not send flowers but make a donation', were
interpreted as being caught by the act If that were the
case I would strongly support any subsequent
amendment.
Hon. Louise Asher - Or having it addressed by a
regulation.

Hon. C. A. FURLETn - Yes, or having it
addressed by a regulation.
The Fundraising Appeals Bill re-enacts the 1984
fundraising legislation introduced by the former Labor
government and makes substantial amendments in
significant areas. The bill addresses a number of
shortcomings in the existing act, which has received
very limited attention since its enactment in 1984. The
fundraising industIy has changed dramatically during
the current generation and that change has probably
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accelerated over the past 15 years. I am sure in some
way, shape or form, either in their private capacities or
in their capacities as members of Parliament, all
honourable members have engaged in fundraising
activities for their local schools, churches, sporting
clubs, Legacy or any of the multitude of other
beneficiaries of fundraising appeals.
I am equally sure all honourable members would be
aware of the magnitude of the industIy and its growth
over the past decade. It would be difficult to estimate
what is involved in monetary terms, but it is clearly a
substantial amount Reports that suggest 70 per cent of
all Australians donate annually to charities stretch the
imagination. The form and manner of fundraising has
changed significantly in more recent times. The old
methods of rattling tins on corners and door-to-door
appeals are still popular, but television and electronic
advertising and telephone canvassing have increased in
popularity, and bins for recycled clothing and other
goods have also become more prevalent. I will address
that issue in more detail later.
The range of charities has also increased. In addition to
contributing to kindergartens, child-care centres, the
Red Cross and the Salvation Army, Australians Victorians in particular - now feel responsible for
helping people overseas who need assistance. For
example, there was recently a major appeal in aid of the
Umbria-Marchi region in Italy when it was devastated
by earthquakes. Buildings of great historic significance
were destroyed and the Victorian Italian community
contributed a substantial amount of funds via
fundraising to assist in the rebuilding and
redevelopment of the area
There appears to be no evidence of any wholesale or
systemic abuse of the system. However, increased
intrusion into the industry by commercial and
professional fundraisers has drawn attention to the
shortcomings of the current act and to the elements of
self-interest rather than to the socially beneficial
functions in which many fundraising activities engage.
The collapse of a number of organisations have raised
in the media and elsewhere the arrangements for the
distribution of donations collected by some charities,
the commercial fundraisers who collect for them and
the sincerity of purpose of a number of so-called
charities. Accordingly, the government has recognised
the need to revisit and amend the current act
The bill seeks to create transparency and accountability
in the fundraising industry. Clause 29 requires far more
record keeping and reporting on the part of fundraisers.
The bill introduces some basic changes - for example,
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the provision for sealed containers and receptacles to be
used by collectors. It will ensure the supervision and
regulation, not just of collections, but of the emptying
of containers and receptacles, the handling of the funds
and goods collected, the banking and retention of those
funds and the distribution of funds. Clauses 29 and 30
will ensure that the public has direct access to the
accounts and records offundraisers in respect of the
records and reporting requirements.
The bill gives the minister the power to request an audit
of the accounts and records of an organisation. It
changes the jurisdiction from the County Court to the
Magistrates Court and specifically defines the powers
of the court. It also clarifies anomalies contained in the
current act The provision will ensure that the resolution
of disputes will be dealt with more expeditiously and
that costs will be reduced.
The Magistrates Court will have the power to terminate
a fundraising arrangement permanently or temporarily
upon an application by either the Minister for Small
Business or the Office of Fair Trading and Business
Affairs. The court will also have a new power to
recover assets which it considers to have been acquired
improperly and to determine any questions or issues
referred to it by the minister. The provision will ensure
that the judiciary will determine any significant issues
that may arise.
Clause 30 lists a number of details that should be
recorded by the fundraiser. The provisions are required
to establish the identify offundraisers and promoters to
give effect to the transparency, enforcement and
accountability provisions of the bill. The clause requires
the identification of representatives of supervisors or
managers of a fundraising appeal to be disclosed and
the name and address of each person who gains a
financial advantage from the appeal, including the
details of the nature and amount of that financial
advantage. It also requires details of the beneficiaries of
an appeal to be disclosed as well as the consent of each
intended beneficiary of the appeal. Those issues should
have been contained in the current act, and the clause
will assist in the enforcement of its provisions.
The bill makes certain provisions about the disclosure
of those involved in fundraising. A person who is
collecting publicly - that is, door-to-door canvassers
or street collectors - will be required to display his
name, the name of the fundraising organisation he
works for and, significantly, whether he is paid or
unpaid The provision is significant because it has come
to the attention of the government that people's
attitudes are changed by whether the collectors are paid
or are, in the true sense, volunteers.
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Some organisations are exempt from the strict
record-keeping provisions in the bill. The Fundraising
Appeals Act 1984 contains 18 exempt organisations.
That number has been reduced to 7, which is really a
tightening of the exempt bodies. One of the reasons for
the provision is that under the existing act incorporated
associations, sporting and cultural bodies and
organisations to which donations of $2 or more were
tax deductible under federal legislation are currently
exempt. Apparently it is easy to incorporate an
association or organisation and become involved in
fundraising but not necessarily have the most legitimate
of social purposes. The bill continues to exempt from
the operation of part 3 schools, hospitals and religious
organisations. It was considered unnecessary for those
organisations to be subjected to additional costs and the
onus of record keeping and reporting as few complaints
have been made about them. Political parties and trade
unions were exempted because it was felt existing
regulations are satisfactory to control the fundraising of
those bodies. The requirement for record keeping and
reporting for organisations that are no longer exempt
must be balanced with the concerns that more onerous
and burdensome controls may deter organisations from
fundraising, so there is a need to keep bureaucratic
controls to a minimum.
Canvassers who seek to raise funds by telephone and
electronic means will be obliged in contacting
prospective donors to disclose not only for whom they
are fundraising but also who they are working for and
whether they are employees. The provision will enable
the donor to evaluate his or her position before making
a donation.
The government is addressing the bin collection of
recycled clothing and goods because genuine charitable
organisations have expressed concern about the
proliferation of commercial bin collection operators.
But as Mr Nardella said, many charitable organisations
believe it is better to accept something rather than
nothing, and on many occasions they are happy to lend
their names to potential commercial fundraisers
provided they receive something from those activities.
Currently bin collections are not regulated It is difficult
to estimate the total funds raised from donations to bins,
and it is even more difficult to determine to whom the
funds are distributed. Victoria has an estimated6000 bins that raise an estimated $38 million per
annum - not a small amount! The bill will require
fundraisers who operate collection bins to keep records
of all receipts from recycle bins and to disclose any
arrangements they have with commercial operators. It
will also require greater disclosure of the organisations
to which the donations are distributed, which will
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include maintaining records of the percentages used in
dividing the funds raised from donations.
The bill contains strict enforcement provisions. The
disclosure and record-keeping requirements I have
referred to will undoubtedly facilitate the prosecution of
breaches of the law. Inspectors are being given greater
powers of access to the premises of fundraising bodies,
together with the power to inspect, copy and remove
records to ensure the regulations are complied with.
The bill has retained some sensitivity by requiring that
search warrants will be necessary to access residences
where voluntary access is not granted by the owners.
The bill will help restore the confidence of the
thousands of Victorians who contribute many millions
of dollars annually to fundraising appeals. Although it
will not eliminate all the rip-off merchants and
predators who are involved in the industry, the bill will
generate greater credibility and transparency in an
industry that will play an increasingly vital role in our
society.
It is pleasing to note the Attorney-General's intention to
continue to monitor the provisions relating to disclosure
and record-keeping while retaining the option of
promptly introducing legislation if the need arises.
I commend the bill to the house.
Hon. S. M. NGUYEN (Melbourne West) - I am
delighted to support the Fundraising Appeals Bill,
which I believe is important to the community. Many
charities try to raise money to fund projects, and the
community has the right to know where the money they
raise is spent.
I have many opportunities to assist charitable
organisations to raise money. It is not easy for a
community when it has a target to reach to fund a local
project. In recent years many charitable groups have
organised collectors to work every major intersection to
ask for donations from passing motorists and
passengers. I see that happening nearly every week
when I travel by car.
The Fundraising Appeals Act regulates money donated
for a range of charitable and community purposes by
the citizens of Victoria The community has the right to
know where that money goes and how it is spent to
help the poor. Members of the public feel particularly
angry when they hear of charitable organisations being
misused or abused by people who are supposed to be
their supporters.

Last Easter season Vietnamese community
organisations joined the Vietnamese human rights
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newspaper, Nhan Quyen, to raise money for the Royal
Children's Hospital Good Friday Appeal. Their appeal
was conducted by Radio SBS through a
Vietnamese-speaking program. I take this opportunity
of thanking every person and group involved in the
appeal. It was the first organised in the Vietnamese
language, which meant that anyone in the community
could ring up and speak in his own language rather than
having to worry about his English.
The appeal was advertised in Vietnamese newspapers
and on SBS. Many volunteers, including scouts and
students, were available to answer the phones to ensure
every call was answered. I could not ring up on the day;
I tried on many occasions to get through but eventually
I had to give up. The appeal was so successful I hope
the Vietnamese community will do it again next year.
Two weeks ago I was invited to attend a small
fundraising function in Footscray organised by the
same human rights newspaper, NJuin Quyen, to raise
money for the Braybrook Secondary College and the
Footscray police station. The aim of the project is to
organise a camp to help students who have had
problems with the law by bringing them back to their
school and their community. The organisers of the
camp are also aiming to break down the difficulties the
students have to face. I offer my thanks to the people
who donated to the camp on the night.
The bill will ensure that fundraisers seeking donations
from the public apply proper standards to the handling
and banking of the moneys they receive and produce
and retain adequate records to show from where funds
have been raised and how they have been expended.
Donors feel betrayed when they discover that funds
raised for charity do not go directly to the intended
recipients.
Many community organisations in Victoria depend on
sponsors, donors and volunteers, while some use
professional fundraisers. Many operate under a system
of relationship fundraising that relies on the
development of a special and lasting relationship
between a charity and its financial supporters. It is
similar to the voluntary giving appeals that church
groups have organised for many years.
The scheme seeks to establish a relationship with the
charitable organisation so that it can return on a regular
basis to donors. The community should know who
collects money on the street Many unpaid volunteers
from schools, scout groups, students and sports clubs
assist local charity appeals but they would prefer to
wear badges saying they are voluntary collectors. It
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would help voluntary supporters feel more comfortable
in performing their duties on the street.
The bill also clarifies how much money a charitable
organisation pays workers and telephone canvassers,
including those who seek to sell items on behalf of
fundraisers. It will be useful when public complaints
are made to the Office of Fair Trading and Business
Affairs. The public will feel more confident with a law
that protects public funds. In some cases 10 cents in
every dollar goes to the charity after paying staff and
administration costs.
The bill includes new amendments about
record-keeping and labelling requirements for clothing
bins. Currently there are 6000 clothing bins in Victoria
at railway stations, shopping centres, service stations
and the like, and plastic bags for clothing bins are
distributed to every household in Victoria. This
growing industry totalled approximately $38 million
last year. It requires fundraisers to keep records of how
much they collect each year from the public. Problems
have been experienced with the public dumping their
rubbish in clothing bins and certain councils removing
them. The opposition supports the bill.
HoD. D. McL. DAVIS (East Yarra) - I support the
Fundraising Appeals Bill. I am glad it has the support
of the opposition. That is important because it is a
community issue that goes well beyond party politics. I
also note the support of the opposition in the other
place. The bill attempts to deal with a number of
serious and important issues about fundraising activities
of a whole range of different bodies and organisations.
A number of changes have taken place in the economy
on one level and there has been a change in the
sophistication and technology involved in fundraising.
The provisions of the bill have been elaborated on in
detail by Mr Furletti so I do not have to repeat his
comments, which have informed the house
considerably.
The growth in fundraising and general third sector
activities in the economies of Australia and other
countries is significant. Traditionally the economy has
consisted of the government, the private sector and the
so-called third or not-for-profit sector. The growth of
that sector will have an impact on both the government
and private sectors both in Australia and the
international scene. Many of the third-sector
organisations have links and networks that go well
beyond Australia and our region. Those growing links
with other organisations are an important background to
the bill. They will enable those organisations to work
for the benefit of the community both within Australia
and the international environment. I shall not detail the
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organisations specifically, but honourable members
understand their growing importance on the economy
and the ability it gives individuals to have an impact on
government and private sector activities.
Volunteers also have a growing role in the economy. I
was involved in the Family and Community
Development Committee when it inquired into positive
ageing. A number of issues were discussed about the
role volunteers play in many activities. That must also
be considered in the background of the bill. Other
members have referred to the need for public
confidence in the fundraising area, which is a central
aspect of what the bill sets out to achieve. The original
1984 act was an important step because it placed those
matters on a firmer footing. However, time has moved
on and fundraising has become more sophisticated. One
has only to examine the growth in the number of
telephone calls and email messages members receive
requesting contributions for various charitable
organisations to realise that. An environment must be
created that ensures there is confidence in the bona
fides of the many charitable organisations and that
those involved in fundraising do not make oversights.
The bill will ensure that those who act improperly are
discouraged so that the public can clearly and simply
understand which are bona fide organisations that
contribute to society and allow those organisations to
fully reach their potential in serving the public.
A number of issues were raised with me and other
honourable members by the Anti-Cancer Council of
Victoria, the Australian Red Cross and the Heart
Foundation of Australia expressing concern about the
bill's impact. The bill achieves a balance between
administrative issues, the requirements of reporting and
the ability to adequately achieve the objectives of the
act, which are to inspire public confidence to enable the
public to discriminate adequately between organisations
that have bona fides and those that do not. I know the
Heart Foundation of Australia was concerned about
certain provisions in the bill, but it is not necessary to
detail them precisely, suffice it to say that it was about
the reporting requirements.
I have no doubt that the Attorney-General's approach
will successfully enable those organisations to
undertake their various important activities. I draw
attention to the achievements of the Heart Foundation
of Australia. That incorporated body has made a huge
contribution to the reduction in the incidence of heart
disease in Australia and, as I said earlier,
internationally. Over the years it has raised millions of
dollars and funded useful research. The foundation has
been at the forefront of activities such as attempts to
reduce the incidence of smoking in the community and
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in implementing dietary initiatives. In the past 30 to
35 years it has been responsible in some way for the
approximate 70 per cent reduction in the incidence of
heart disease in the Australian community. Such
achievements are important and must be respected.
The activities of the Anti-Cancer Council of Victoria
are no less important. That organisation was established
in the 1930s by an act of Parliament, which was
modified in the 1950s. The Anti-Cancer Council, which
is held in high public esteem, has been important in the
field of medical research in Victoria and in putting itself
at the forefront in the fight against cancer. We should
not underestimate the importance of organisations like
the council and the Heart Foundation.
I also note in this context a number of points made by
Mr Nardella in his contribution to the debate. I know of
his general support for the bill, but he commented on
government economies and so forth as significant in
forcing organisations to undertake fundraising. That is a
simplistic and unhelpful view, because the real driver
behind the bill and the real matter of fact behind the
need for the bill, which has the support of both sides of
the house, centres on the changes in and the
sophistication of fundraising techniques and the
growing significance of fundraising in the economy
generally. That worldwide trend or broad economic
shift, which has nothing to do with Victoria in the
immediate sense, is occurring across the world's third
sector and is not something that may have occurred
more narrowly in Victoria alone.
I also note the public comments of some opposition
members, particularly the honourable member for
Geelong North in the other place. His dreadful
comments may have been made in haste but they have
been unhelpful for the Heart Foundation; they do him
and the foundation no good. Before people are prepared
to be critical of a significant public organisation that has
an excellent track record it behoves them to check their
facts carefully and to make certain that what they say is
factual because damage can be done to organisations
through unsophisticated or careless political
comment. In the case of the honourable member I am
sure it is no more than that; I am sure his comments
were not motivated by anything else.
Hon. Louise Asher - A lack of sophistication.
Hon. D. McL. DAVIS - I am generous enough to
admit that his comments are motivated by no more than
that. There is no evidence of anything more than that
behind any of his comments, and in a moment of quiet
reflection I am sure he would have taken a different
point of view.
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The bill will strike a sensible and reasonable balance
between the administrative and other requirements for
fundraising organisations or individuals to comply with
the law. It is important not only that they comply but
also that they are seen to comply because the public
needs to secure such safeguards. There is always a
balance in such matters. This bill certainly achieves that
balance.
The concerns that have been expressed by some
organisations will be able to be handled at some level
within the objectives of the legislation. I look forward
to seeing the bill become law and to the public having
confidence in the fundraising of important large
organisations and many of the smaller organisations
that grow or appear from time to time. The confidence
can only strengthen this sector of the economy with its
important contribution to social life generally and to the
strength of Victoria as an economy based in part in a
growing sense on service and in part on the third sector.

ClauseS

Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small
Business) - I move:
1.

This amendment is made on the advice of
parliamentary counsel on the basis that the Lotteries
Gaming and Betting Act 1966 has been superseded by
the Gaming No. 2 Act 1997.
Amendment agreed to; amended clause agreed to;
clauses 6 to 8 agreed to.
Clause 9

Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small
Business) - I move:
2.

Motion agreed to.

Clause 5, page 6, lines 7 and 8, omit "Part 1 of the Lotteries
Gaming and Betting Act 1966" and insert "the Gaming
No. 2 Act 1997".

Clause 9, page 11, line 17, omit "unpaid" and insert
"volunteer".

Volunteer is the more commonly understood
terminology.

Read second time.
Committed.

Committee
Clause 1 agreed to.
Clause 2

Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small
Business) - I thank honourable members who
participated in the debate, particularly Mr Nardella and
Mr Nguyen on behalf of the opposition and Mr Furletti
and Mr David Davis on behalf of the government for
their comments and support of the bill, which is aimed
at increasing or securing public confidence in charities.
I also wish to respond to an issue of concern raised by
Mr Nardella but fully explained to the house by
Mr David Dav;s about donations in memoriam.
I understand the Anti-Cancer Council of Victoria, Red
Cross Australia and the Heart Foundation of Australia
were concerned that they would be covered by this
fundraising legislation in the case where gifts may be
made in lieu of providing flowers at a funeral, in the
example given by Mr Nardel1a Although it is unlikely
that the Office of Fair Trading would prosecute for
non-compliance in such a case, I am advised that the
Minister for Fair Trading is acutely aware of this issue,
which has been raised with her particularly by those
charities. When she drafts regulations she will examine
the issue.
Clause agreed to; clauses 3 and 4 agreed to.

Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) The opposition supports the clause. I note that the
honourable member fOf Dandenong North in the other
house raised the issue of using 'volunteer' collector
instead of 'unpaid' COllectOf. I applaud the government
for considering this amendment and incOIporating it in
the bill. Many volunteers provide services to the
community. It is recognised that 'volunteer' is a better
word Unscrupulous fundraisers cannot wear badges
saying 'unpaid collector'.
Amendment agreed to; amended clause agreed to; clauses
10 to 73 agreed to.
Reported to house with amendments.

Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.

NATIONAL PARKS (AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 6 October; motion of
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry, Science
and Technology).

Hon. PAT POWER (Jika Jilca) - The bill makes
several significant additions to Victoria's parks and
reserves system. It creates the Terrick Terrick National
Park and adds significant areas totalling some
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9500 hectares to Victoria's system of parks and
conservation reserves. A total of3770 hectares of
Terrick Terrick National Park will comprise a major
reserve in the northern plains and include the existing
state park with its granite outcrops and remnants of
plains and grassy woodland Some 1277 hectares of
freehold was recently acquired because of its very high
native grassland values.
The legislation also creates additional reserve areas in
East Gippsland. Three significant areas will be
reserved: the Ellery Creek to Errinundra National Park,
Martins Creek and the Goolengook flora and fauna
reserves. As many members know, they contain
significant areas of conservation value and will
contribute to nationally agreed targets for the
reservation of damp and wet old growth forests and will
provide some enhanced protection of rainforest and
boxlironbark forests.
Other additions include two areas covering 204 hectares
to be added to the Kamarooka State Park in central
Victoria just north ofBendigo. As a result of a generous
bequest an area of 19 hectares near Pomonal will be
added to the Grampians National Park.
The legislation refers to the significant Basalt Hill
Quarry, located in the Alpine National Park adjacent to
the Bogong High Plains Road. It was a major source of
stone during construction of the Kiewa hydro-electric
scheme of the 1950s. The former Land Conservation
Council recommended that the quarry continue to be
used for the production of stone as required by the then
State Electricity Commission and other authorities.
Hon. E. G. Stoney - They might build Parliament
House with it!
Hon. PAT POWER - I hope they build it with
something quickly! The opposition believes the bill has
mixed merit It welcomes the proposed expansion of
the Terrick Terrick state park and the addition to
Victoria's system of national parks and state reserves.
However, it needs to be understood that little of the
15 per cent of Victoria protected by our national park
system includes native grasslands. Indeed, only about
400 hectares of native urban grassland are protected.
Although the opposition welcomes the Terrick Terrick
addition it argues that the government must act to
protect the scattered remnants of grassland spread
across Victoria. For example, the Craigieburn
grasslands on the outskirts of Melbourne are most
important but their fate at this time is uncertain because
of the proposed alternative routes for the Hume
Freeway extension. The opposition shares the view of
some community groups that there is a danger those
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grasslands could be lost. Friends ofMerri Creek, who
would be well known to people aware of conservation
in the northern suburbs, are concerned that an option
has already been selected in relation to the Hume
Freeway extension.

In correspondence dated 12 June 1998 the Friends of
the Merri Creek expressed concern to the opposition:
The Victorian government has announced its intention to
purchase 330 hectares of the Craigiebum grasslands.

The opposition and Friends of the Merri Creek
welcome the decision to purchase 330 hectares but note
that the Australian Heritage Commission lists the area
as measuring some 400 hectares. In purchasing only
330 hectares the government has left 70 hectares
unprotected. This is of concern to the opposition and to
organisations such as Friends of the Merri Creek
because the 70 hectares includes an important wetland
in the north-eastern corner.
There are reasonable grounds to be concerned that the
government may already have made a decision about
the Hume freeway extension and as a consequence a
decision in relation to those grasslands. At times road
development in Victoria - for example, the City Link
project - has proceeded prior to any release of an
environmental effects statement. The opposition shares
the view held across significant sectors of the
community that there is a lack of confidence in both
process and outcome in relation to these issues.
The opposition is concerned about the effects of the
proposed privatisation of Victoria's railway system on
grasslands. Important remnant grasslands are often
located on road and rail reservations. The opposition
wants the government to assure the house and the
community that any new owners or lessees will be
advised of their obligations under the Flora and Fauna
Guarantee Act to ensure that any acknowledged and
defined remnant grassland areas are protected. If that
does not occur there will be community concern that
many of these areas could be wiped out.
The legislation refers to the Basalt Hill quarry in the
Alpine National Park. It is an existing quarry that is
being transferred to private activity. Honourable
members will not be surprised to know that the
opposition is deeply concerned about quarrying and
mining activity, which the opposition believes is totally
inappropriate.
The government has a poor record in management of
the Alpine National Park. Recently there was an
excision ofland from the Alpine National Park around
Mount McKay to create a ski resort The opposition is
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concerned that this first excision from a national park
will set a precedent. The excision was carried out
without consultation and against advice.
Recently the government defied scientific evidence and
advice by reissuing grazing licences in the Alpine
National Park; I am sure Mr Stoney will be familiar
with this issue. The decision was made against the clear
advice of consultants who said that it would cause
damage and make it impossible to protect the values of
the national park.
The core problem is that the government's priority in
relation to national parks is commercialisation instead
of conservation. Recently at Wilsons Promontory
Victorians have witnessed the start of that commitment
to commercialisation at the cost of conservation. Tidal
River is now administratively separated from the rest of
Wilsons Promontory and is being treated and operated
as a holiday resort.
The environmental management of Tidal River is being
jeopardised. The lighthouse has been closed to the
public because it currently houses workers who are
preparing a track from the lighthouse around the coast
through wilderness areas. A commercial developer is to
lease the lighthouse, put up permanent camps and
operate commercial walks around the wilderness area
The development is driven by a commercial operator's
needs rather than the obligations to manage the parks
with conservation as a priority.
Customer service rangers have been introduced at Tidal
River, and the environmental rangers - the people
most of us would accept as the real rangers - are being
relocated to Yanakie. Proposals have been put forward
for a licensed restaurant, private backpacker
accommodation and, of course, the notorious 45-bed
lodge. The area already has out-of-character and
inappropriate cabins and luxury facilities.
Members of the house would be aware of the public
meeting held at Tidal River on 28 June of this year. At
that meeting the following motion was carried:
This meeting of concerned Victorians express deep anxiety at
the state government's commercialisation of Victoria's parks,
and in particular the treatment of our premier park, Wilsons
Promontory.
All of the parks are under attack of commercialisation and the
government is following the disastrous North American plan.
We call upon MinisterTehan and the government
( I) To immediately cease the cutting of a coastal track through
pristine wilderness in the far south of the Prom.
(2) We believe the overall implementation of the government's
Tidal River master plan JUly 1997 to be absolutely

detrimental to the environs ofTidal River and will lead to
the despoiling of it and the whole of the park.
(3) Rangers are recognised world wide as the principal

custodians of natiooal parks, possessing the skills in natural
resource management enabling thern to exercise their role as
park custodians and educators of visitors to the parks ...
(4) We believe that existing camp sites available to Victorians

and their families should not be reduced in number or in
individual size.
(5) That the government must forthwith implement a
development moratorium and must consult with the

public ...
(6)

We urge the government to listen to the voices of Victorians
and to act in accordance with their expressed concerns and
desires.

I conclude my comments by referring to the Port
Campbell area and the Twelve Apostles. I acknowledge
that the government has recently announced the
construction of a kiosk and car park near the Twelve
Apostles, but outside the national park area. However,
the opposition argues that only a public outcry stopped
the proposed centre being built inside the park. I
demonstrate the opposition's concern about the
National Parks (Amendment) Bill by formally moving
the following reasoned amendment. I move:
That all the words after 'That' be omitted with the view of
inserting in place thereof 'this bill be withdrawn and redrafted
to provide protection for national parks under the National
Parks Act 1975 from the dangers of commercial exploitation'.

HoD. P. R. HALL (Gippsland) - I will comment
on clauses 12 and 13 of the National Parks
(Amendment) Bill. I will also refer to the issues raised
by Mr Power and the reasoned amendment he has
moved. Clause 12 (2) amends schedule two of the
principal act and deals with the addition of the Ellery
Creek catchment area to the Errinundra National Park.
Clause 13 proposes to insert part VIII in the principal
act, and proposed sections 51 and 52 of that part create
the Goolengook Flora and Fauna Reserve and Martins
Creek Flora and Fauna Reserve. Those two areas are in
the eastern part of my electorate and are important to
the timber industIy and the conservation movement in
East Gippsland.
The addition of 1275 hectares to the Errinundra
National Park brings the total area of the park to almost
27 000 hectares. It will be a very significant park. The
creation of flora and fauna reserves at Goolengook and
Martins Creek involve areas of 1200 hectares and
5500 hectares respectively. Both areas have been put
into the reserve systern of forests in East Gippsland
because of their biological and biodiversity
significance. The three areas have been added to
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national parks in East Gippsland as a result of the
regional forest agreement process, and without
exception all the areas contain old-growth forests. I
mention the regional forest agreement process because
it has been significant in assessing the future use of
Victoria's native forests.
The regional forest agreement process was established
by the federal and state governments to formulate
definitive plans for the use of our forest resources over
the next 20 years. The process was intended to reach a
final decision on the use of our forests - whether they
should be used for timber production or for
conservation purposes. It was intended the process
would settle the long and continuing debates that have
taken place between people involved in the forest
industry and conservationists.
I phrased that carefully because the people involved in
the forest industry are just as concerned about
conservation issues as those who dedicate themselves to
conservation. The forest industry people I meet and
those I represent are particularly concerned about
retaining biodiversity in forests. After all, the forest is
their livelihood and they want to ensure that sustainable
harvest levels are maintained so they will have jobs in
the future. Timber industry workers value conservation
as highly as do the people in the conservation
movements.
The regional forest agreement is an exhaustive process
that took some years to develop and is probably the best
scientific study that has been done to assess the future
use of forest resources. The East Gippsland Regional
Forest Agreement - the first signed in Victoria - was
signed a little over 12 months ago, the Central
Highlands Regional Forest Agreement was signed only
recently and the Gippsland Regional Forest Agreement
is in the process of being assessed. The process is
exhaustive. It allows for input from interested parties,
and that opportunity has been well used.
In East Gippsland the regional forest agreement process
extended the areas of old-growth forest to be used for
conservation purposes. The relevant clauses I have
referred to implement some of the commitments that
were signed off in the process. While on the one hand
the process has led to a reduction of the resource
available to the timber industry, on the other hand it has
provided some security to the timber industry. At least
the industry knows where it stands for the next
20 years, and it has been prepared to abide by that
decision.

The real issue I raise is my disappointment that some
people still refuse to abide by the umpire's decision in
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respect of regional forest agreements. I am extremely
disappointed about the small number of people who
still engage in illegal protest actions that cost timber
harvesting contractors thousands of dollars every day
and put their economic livelihoods in serious jeopardy.
Such behaviour has been going on since the signing of
the regional forest agreement and is still going on
today. In particular the protests have taken place in the
Goolengook area. If the timber people can accept
significant reductions in resource availability and be
prepared to accept the umpire's decision, how far do we
have to go to appease the small minority of
conseIVationists who embark upon illegal activities day
after day?
It is worth putting on the record that the East Gippsland
area has been the subject of great scrutiny and many
studies, including two studies conducted by the Land
Conservation Council, as well as the regional forest
assessment process. In the late 1980s East Gippsland
was forced to take a 50 per cent quota cut as a
consequence of the establishment and extension of the
national parks in those areas. The timber industry has
responded admirably to the significant cutbacks despite
having had to undergo a 50 per cent reduction in
resource availability.

The regional forest agreements further cut back the
resource availability, yet the industry is prepared to
accept the umpire's decision and has earned my great
admiration and respect for doing so. It is about time
other people also accepted the umpire's decision and
ceased their illegal protest actions in the Goolengook
area immediately. I do not think that sort of action
should be condoned by anybody. After all, the Land
Conservation Council studies and the regional forest
agreement process were the most comprehensive
scientific studies undertaken. It is reprehensible that
some people refuse to accept the outcomes of those
exhaustive processes and continue to put at risk the
livelihoods of many honest, hardworking people in East
Gippsland.
I remind honourable members that Australia continues
to import almost $2 billion of timber and timber-related
products. Although we applaud more resources coming
from plantations there will always be a need for some
timber operations in state forests. Yet, as Mr Power
said, 15 per cent of Victoria's land mass is now
dedicated to national parks and a large proportion of
that is forested. Various studies have proved that the
preservation of old growth forest for future generations
is not at risk. I believe there is a legitimate role for
timber harvesting in state forests as distinct from
national parks, particularly as almost $2 billion of
timber and timber products are imported from
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Indonesia and other Third World countries. Australia
will only reduce the amount of imported timber and
timber products ifharvesting operations continue to
take place under the planned schedules set out in the
regional forest agreements.

improvements will enhance the amenity. It is a gross
overstatement to say there is too much
commercialisation of the park because, as I said earlier,
for many years the park has operated on a commercial
basis.

Mr Power raised concerns about the continued
operation of the Basalt Hill Quarry in the Alpine
National Park. The Land Conservation Council
inquired into the operation of the quarry and
recommended its continuation. Although some
honourable members may not agree with the continuing
operation of the quarry, I believe we should accept
scientific studies undertaken by people more expert
than us. The government agrees with the
recommendation of the LCC and will allow the quarry
to continue its operations.

I support the bill, particularly the additional reserve
areas in East Gippsland Since the 1980s when the
timber industry in East Gippsland was forced to reduce
its timber production by 50 per cent the industry and the
people involved have suffered severe hardships. I
believe the studies by the Land Conservation Council
and the regional forest agreement process have
appropriately assessed and balanced the requirements
of timber resources and conservation. I call on all
Victorians to accept the decision of those processes,
and for the minority who continue their illegal protests
to cease those activities immediately.

I reject totally Mr Power's comments regarding
commercial activities destroying the nature of the
Wilsons Promontory National Park. I cannot believe
any person who visits and appreciates the area believes
commercial activities have spoilt it. Commercial
activities in the park have been going on for many
years. Tidal River has been a commercial yet popular
camping ground for almost 100 years. Only two years
ago people said the old-style accommodation at Tidal
River was an eyesore. The new roofed accommodation
that is there now is magnificent and fits in with the
environment better than the prefabricated huts. It is a
marvellous addition to the facilities at Wilsons
Promontory.
For a period of some years accommodation has been
provided at the lighthouse. I have visited it and seen the
commercial accommodation provided. The real issue
raised by Mr Power related to the guided tour to the
lighthouse and a stopover point to help people
appreciate the area. Without guidance I would have
never undertaken the hike from Tidal River to the
lighthouse. The track is not that well defmed and one
could easily get lost without being accompanied by a
person who knew the area well. It is a four-wheel drive
track that the lighthouse attendants use about once a
week, so it would be easy for people to get lost along
that route. It does not surprise me that people get lost in
the Wilsons Promontory National Park.
I believe the upgrading of the walking track and the
provision of guided tours to one of the most beautiful
parts of the state is a better use of our national parks and
is certainly not exploitation of the parks. I commend the
government and the Department of Natural Resources
and Environment for the improvement plans being
implemented for the Wilsons Promontory National
Park, which is still my favourite park. Those

Hon. E. G. STONEY (Central Highlands) - I
support the National Parks (Amendment) Bill and
oppose the reasoned amendment. I was disappointed
that Mr Power rolled out some of the dated dogma and
I plan to show that Victoria's national parks are not
under threat from tourism, but have integrity, are well
managed and that Victoria has the best ranger and
management system since the Alpine National Park and
others were created.

I am particularly interested in the provisions that deal
with the arrangements between the government and
Parks Victoria. The bill establishes the Secretary to the
Department of Natural Resources and Environment as
the purchaser of park management services from Parks
Victoria This excellent initiative will lift the morale of
staff of Parks Victoria and ensure that it will emerge as
a powerful and influential organisation in its own right.
It will give its rangers and employees a sense of esprit
de corps, which is important in environmental and
conservation management.
The challenge facing Parks Victoria is in managing the
benefits from the dramatic increase in tourism to
Victoria's national parks. I refute Mr Power's
comments completely - he was extremely negative.
Last year Victoria had 12 million visits to its national
and state park systems. The challenge for government
and land managers is managing the yield from tourism
while not threatening the environment. It goes without
saying that tourism and the management of our parks
must be sustainable because, if that does not occur, the
very thing people come to see will be destroyed.
The government is conscious ofMr Power's concerns.
It acknowledges that the balance between conservation
and tourism is a thin line. However, the balance can be
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found if all interest groups are realistic, practical and
far-sighted. The Basalt Hill Quany in the Alpine
National Park is one example of a practical solution
being found by allowing the quarry to continue while
maintaining the integrity of the park.
Not only is Victoria facing how to find a balance, but
the other Australian states and many other countries are
examining the issues we have canvassed.
A couple of weeks ago I attended a conference in
Albany, Western Australia, where Ann Wessing from
Heritage Tasmania was the guest speaker. She ran
through the hot topics currently under debate in
Tasmania - hunting, the impact on walking tracks,
protective burning, the overcrowding of camp sites,
horse riding and the development of tourism
infrastructure. The issues in Tasmania are exactly the
same as those we are considering here in Victoria
Not only is Parks Victoria walking a fine line in
considering those issues, but Tourism Victoria is
assisting in a positive way. Tourism Victoria and Parks
Victoria have developed a healthy symbiotic
relationship that will benefit both conservation and
tourism. Each is as conscientious as the other about the
environmental issues in our parks system. Tourism
Victoria's strategic business plan for 1997 to 2001
includes conserving the state's natural assets for future
generations, and it identifies natural assets as an
important link in Victoria's tourism success.
The strength of Parks Victoria lies in its park rangers,
the people at the coalface. The rangers are out there
talking with and advising the public every day while
policing and protecting Victoria's assets. An interesting
dynamic of human behaviour can be observed when
people leave their own environments and go on
holidays. When country people come to Melbourne and
city people go to the country, they change. They may
panic a little or make poor decisions about their travel
arrangements, such as where they should go next or
where they should camp. They may even become a
little aggressive or feel daunted by suddenly fmding
themselves camped in the middle of a national park at
night surrounded by strange noises. They can feel out
of sync in those situations.
Having a ranger on the scene can assist tremendously in
making visitors feel comfortable and encouraging them
to stay longer. Visitors to national parks respect the
badge and the uniform: they like the Toyota to come
along with the badge on the door; and they like a ranger
who steps out neatly dressed, kind, full of knowledge
about the local area and at home in the bush. It gives
people who might otherwise feel a little out of their
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depth a sense of confidence sufficient for them to say,
'Perhaps we will stay a few more nights' .
Rangers can play an even more pivotal role in tourism.
They can suggest other places outside the park where
people can go - for example, to the local winery or
perhaps a bed and breakfast where they could stay. A
symbiotic relationship can develop between attractions
within a national park and those outside it, and that
coming together can play a strong role in the future of
tourism in Victoria.
I live a 12-minute horse ride from the entrance to the
Alpine National Park, which Mr Power referred to.
Never has the national park been better managed, and
never has more scrutiny been applied to its
management. I believe there are great things in store for
the park. I say that with background knowledge,
because last week I opened the Eastern Victoria rangers
conference at Mount Buffalo. I stayed there for the day,
listening in on the workshops for the rangers who were
getting to know each other and learning about new
management techniques and the issues that arise in that
large and lovely eastern part of Victoria I mention in
particular Stewart Ord, the Eastern Victoria manager,
and ehris Rose, the alpine park manager.
The rangers were keen, switched on, and conscious of
the issues confronting them. Importantly, they were
conscious that closing up Victoria's national parks is no
longer a management option. Rangers now accept that
ways have to be found to better manage our parks. We
have to establish the appropriate infrastructure to allow
people into our parks while avoiding too many
crowding into popular camping spots with no basic
toilet facilities, and we have to avoid the erosion of
walking tracks. The provision of basic infrastructure
will dramatically increase the sustainable use of our
parks. That concept may be hard to come to grips with,
but the new breed of Victorian ranger is considering it.
The issue was raised time and again during the
afternoon at Mount Buffalo.
I have great hopes for Victoria's national parks system,
which accounts for a large percentage of Victoria's total
area It is important that funds are found to manage our
national parks and where necessary increase their
infrastructure, because they will play an increasingly
significant part in Victoria's tourism. I support the bill
and oppose the reasoned amendment.

Hon. K. M. SMIm (South Eastern) - I join with
my colleagues on this side of the house to support the
National Parks (Amendment) Bill- for all the right
reasons. The government should be commended on the
way it has looked after and upgraded Victoria's
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national parks. I am sure Mr Power would like to know
that the government has added 130 000 hectares to the
national parks system since 1992. It has done an
excellent job and been far more aggressive in
establishing national parks than the Labor Party ever
was.
Bon. Pat Power - That is a scurrilous comment.
Bon. K. M. SMITH - It is not scurrilous, it is true,
because the government has done the right thing.

I was interested to hear Mr Power talk about what has
been done down at Wilson's Promontory, as did
Ms Garbutt in the other place. At this stage that
amounts to not an awful lot, apart from the great
improvements to the place! Mr Power spoke about the
track leading from Waterloo Bay to the lighthouse that
will take the pressure off existing tracks. I can say
without doubt that Mr Power has not been there, and I
would say that Ms Garbutt has not been there either. I
know for a fact that none of the greenies from the
protest meeting took up the invitation to go down to
look at the work being done by the team of great people
cutting the track through the bush.
It was a privilege and honour for me to go down there,
given the protests made by Ms Davies, the honourable

member for Gippsland West in the other place - but
not for much longer - and Noel Maud, the president of
the local conservation group and a journalist with the
Sentinel Times, who took great liberties with the truth in
reporting what occurred at the so-called public meeting.
Mr Maud was the acting editor at the time, so he had
complete editorial control. He wrote on the front page
that over one thousand people attended the meeting. I
know there were fewer than 500 people at the
meeting - that is lie no. 1.
Mr Maud spoke of all the perceived dreadful things that
would happen at Wilsons Promontory, but they were
lies. That was especially so when he was on his feet
talking as the so-called Independent green leader. He
had no idea what was to be done. It was
scaremongering at its worst He continued along the
same lines the following week. The honourable
member for Gippsland West and Noel Maud, who does
a lot of work for the honourable member in the form of
press releases and promoting her in the newspaper, are
working hand in hand trying to beat up the
improvements at Wilsons Promontory.

Five people from Tasmania won the tender for the
cutting of the track. Five kilometres of the 7-kilometre
track have been completed and I walked along about
4 kilometres of it There was no way anybody could

drive in or out from the track because everything was
cut by hand. From the air one cannot see a break in the
canopy or the trail. When one walks along the track one
cannot see through the canopy. Not even small
machinery can travel along it. The trees that have been
felled are now part of the track and the construction
team carried in rocks. Although they have done a
marvellous job the greenies still whinge about the work
being done. None took up the opportunity when offered
to examine the work.
Those working on the track carry in their own food
supplies and gear because they have to walk in and out.
When they are five kilometres in they continue working
on the track for five days at a time. They are dedicated
to the environment, as is the government. I had the
chance of seeing how small Tidal River is in the
scheme ofWilsons Promontory. The development is
only a speck within the whole area. Up to 99 per cent of
Wilsons Promontory will not be touched. It is only the
village at Tidal River, the walking track and the roads
in and out.
I am disappointed that Mr Power listened to what the
opposition said in the other place and has taken notice
of what he has read and what some of his greenie mates
have said Mr Power will not support the government in
protecting national parks. The government has done
great work in this state, and national parks will be
preserved in their pristine condition for generations to
come. I support the bill and reject the reasoned
amendment.
House divided on omission (members in favour vote no):

Ayes. 30
Asher,Ms
Ashman,Mr
Atkinson, Mr

Best,Mr
Birrell, Mr
Boardman, Mr
Bowden, Mr (Teller)
Brideson, Mr
Cover, Mr
Craige, Mr
Davis, Mr D. McL.
Davis, Mr P. R

de Fegely, Mr
FOlWood, Mr
Furletti, Mr

Hallam,Mr
Hartigan, Mr

Katsambanis, Mr
Knowles,Mr
Lucas, Mr

Luckins, Mrs
Powell,Mrs
Ross, Dr
Smith, Mr
Smith, Ms
Stoney, Mr
Strong,Mr

Varty, Mrs

wenS, Dr(Teller)

Wilding, Mrs

Noes, 7
Hogg,Mrs
McLean, Mrs (Teller)
Nguyen,Mr
Power,Mr

Pullen, Mr
Theophanous, Mr
Walpole, Mr (Tel/er)
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Pairs
Gould, Miss
Nardella, Mr

Baxter,Mr
Bishop, Mr

Amendment negatived.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.

Third reading
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - By leave, I move:
That this bill be now read a third time.

I thank Mr Stoney, Mr Hall and Mr Smith for their
contributions. I note Mr Power's contribution.
Mr Smith's contribution was one of the more notable
and diplomatic contributions to the debate. I will pass
his remarks on to the Minister for Conservation and
Land Management in the other place.
The bill is notable in particular for the creation of the
Terrick Terrick National Park. I welcome the
implementation of that initiative. Honourable members
who have not been to the area would find that national
park to be an unusual part of Victoria with its granite
outcrops and grassy woodlands. Anyone wanting to
understand what Australia was like before European
settlement should visit that park, which has been only
farmland Over about three years and after a long
period of negotiation about 1200 hectares have been
purchased The land has been lightly grazed. Since
European settlement one family has run a small number
of sheep over large areas of grasslands. It is virtually
untouched and is a part of Australia that most people
would not appreciate, because they are used to seeing
Europeanised fannland throughout most of Victoria I
am sure all honourable members will enjoy a visit to
the Terrick Terrick National Park.
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.

Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.

PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 21 October; motion of
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance).
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Hon. PAT POWER (Jika Jika) - The opposition
does not oppose the Planning and Environment
(Amendment) Bill. The bill contains changes that raise
a number of important issues associated with the
administration of planning policies. Honourable
members who are familiar with the bill will know that it
provides for a Melbourne Airport Environs Strategy
Plan and for the recovery of advisory committee and
planning panel costs. It amends the Environment
Effects Act to enable the recovery of inquiry panel
costs and the Planning and Environment (planning
Schemes) Act to provide for transitional arrangements
arising from the introduction of a new planning scheme.
Clause 3 relates to Melbourne Airport. All honourable
members would support and acknowledge the need for
that provision. Those who visit Melbourne Airport to
participate in interstate or perhaps international travel
take for granted what an important transport and
economic hub the airport is not only for Victoria but
also for Australia It is critical that appropriate strategy
plans are put in place to ensure the way the airport
operates - that is, its capacity to move people and
freight - is protected so it can become increasingly
important as a contributor to the economies of Victoria
and Australia
The opposition regards the decision to establish
Melbourne Airport Environs Strategy Plan as similar to
the decision taken in the 1970s on the Upper Yarra and
Dandenong Ranges Strategy Plan. The Melbourne
Airport plan is designed to build on existing controls
around the airport and to ensure they remain in place.
Melbourne Airport competes with a number of major
airports throughout Australia and, as I said, plays a
most important part in the Victorian and Australian
economies.
The initiative now being debated should reduce the
potential for ad hoc planning around Melbourne
Airport. Approximately $14 billion worth of goods are
exported annually through that key freight hub of
south-eastern Australia The figure demonstrates the
importance of addressing and protecting that
infrastructure resource so its economic contribution can
be sustained.
Many honourable members would remember when
Tullamarine airport, as it was then called, was
established as an airport in rather open country. The
kinds of steps inherent in this strategy plan need be
taken to ensure no inappropriate development,
particularly residential development, occurs over time
to create a circumstance in which pressure is placed on
the government of the day or other statutory authorities
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to interfere with the way the airport is managed and
operated
The Melbourne Airport legislation is absolutely fair to
those who have invested in and use the airport, because
their rights need to be protected. It is also fair because
people will be unable to establish residential
developments, knowingly or unknowingly, in
inappropriate areas.
It is important to understand the critical importance of
the Melbourne Airport. It is very easy for Melburnians
to take the airport for granted. Too often it is looked
upon as a terminal from which interstate and
international passenger traffic emanates, but its role in
export freight is absolutely vital. Melbourne Airport has
an important impact on the state economy, and
increased airport use has the potential to affect residents
and land users who may occupy areas inappropriately.
The opposition argues that the plan will enable
Melbourne Airport to grow economically.

I shall make a passing reference to the Upper Yarra and
Dandenong Ranges Regional Strategy Plan. The
opposition acknowledges that the need for the
Melbourne Airport strategy plan is similar in
importance to the need for the Upper Yarra Valley and
Dandenong Ranges strategy plan that arose during the
1970s. I put on the public record that the opposition
calls on this and subsequent state governments to
ensure that the principles governing the Melbourne
Airport Environs Strategy Plan are not in future years
picked apart, as happened recently with the Upper
Yarra Valley and Dandenong Ranges strategy plan. It
was agreed by all sides of politics in the 1970s that that
plan was necessary as a stringent planning control to
reduce and one hoped prevent ad hoc planning.
Governments from the 1970s onwards promised in a
bipartisan way that the Dandenong Ranges would be
locked away from development in perpetuity.
It is now general knowledge that since 1995 the
coalition has not adhered to that formerly bipartisan
commitment. The Kennett government gave a
commitment to Victorians that it would keep the
Dandenong Ranges free from inappropriate
development. Sadly, that has not been the case. The
minister responsible has intervened on a number of
occasions and set precedents that flout the principles of
the planning controls inherent in the strategy plan for
that region. The government did not deliver on the
Upper Yarra Valley and Dandenong Ranges strategy
plan but it must absolutely deliver in relation to
Melbourne Airport.
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The Planning Authorities (Repeal) Act is an example of
a minister's misuse of legislation. The bill was
introduced in late 1994. It was made clear that the
government's intention was to protect the Dandenong
Ranges and the Upper Yarra Valley region from
development. However, just two years later the minister
amended the act about 10 times to allow development
that was clearly contraIy to the principles of that plan.
Each amendment introduced mUltiple development
proposals or was a general amendment to a policy of
the plan applying to a large number oflots.
I conclude my comments on the Upper Yarra Valley
and Dandenong Ranges Regional Strategy Plan by
using it as an example of the need to recognise the
Melbourne Airport strategy plan as having bipartisan
support and as something that the broader community
acknowledges is necessary to protect the airport into the
future and to ensure inappropriate development does
not occur around that precinct. On behalf of the
opposition I call on this and all future governments to
ensure that the strategy plan is adhered to and not
picked apart as a consequence of increasing local and
political pressures.
Clauses 6, 7 and 9 introduce a new power that enables
the minister to require contributions from some parties
towards the cost of planning panels, advisory
committees and inquiries into works or proposed
works. Those amendment should ensure that the cost of
a number of aspects of the planning process are shared
more fairly between government and planning
applicants. That concludes my comments. The
opposition does not oppose the bill.
Hon. N. B. LUCAS (Eumemmerring) - I am
pleased to support the bill. I note that Mr Power's
contribution, which he has just concluded, was a
regurgitation ofMr Dollis's speech in the lower house.
I also note that the opposition is supporting the concept
of further strategic planning for the Melbourne Airport
and the concept of costs being recovered in certain
circumstances. It is sad that someone ofMr Power's
calibre is to move away from Parliament. The
opposition needs talent and I put on the record that I
respect Mr Power and his views although I do not agree
with many of them. It is sad that he is to leave this
place.
As I have said, the Melbourne Airport Environs

Strategy Plan is one of the main issues dealt with in the
bill so I will initially comment on that. In providing for
a new strategy plan for the airport the bill builds on
existing controls. It is important that with this plan
Parliament safeguard the continuing efficient operation
of Melbourne Airport. Certainly we do not want any
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negative perceptions regarding the airport and this plan
will lock in place many of its tremendous advantages.
The airport is extremely important for Victoria's
economy. As the previous speaker mentioned, in the
past 12 months $14 billion worth of goods were
exported through Melbourne Airport - a huge amount
of freight. Certainly Melbourne Airport is significant in
south-eastern Australia as a key freight hub. The
14 international stands, 28 domestic stands and
6 mUltipurpose stands at Melbourne Airport provide an
excellent facility for the passage of Australian citizens
as well as international guests entering and departing
from Melbourne.
It is important to build on that advantage and ensure
that it works efficiently. Interestingly Melbourne
Airport has on site in the order of 12 000 employees.
The fact that it has curfew-free 24-hour-a-day
operation is a factor that is a significant advantage to
Melbourne. Many members will have been on morning
business flights to Sydney, as I have. On many such
occasions I have had the opportunity of taking a scenic
flight over the Blue Mountains in a Boeing 737 or
A300 and seeing the mountains in the early morning
sunlight with the orange hue on the cliffs. It is a
fantastic sight. However, it is not fantastic if you are
trying to land at Mascot Airport and get on with your
business.

In Melbourne there is the advantage that aircraft can
easily get in and out of Melbourne Airport. There is
concern about whether the Sydney airport will be able
to deal with the huge increase in air traffic when the
Olympic Games are held in that city. It may well be
that Melbourne Airport, Melbourne and Victoria will
gain considerably from the Olympics through
international and domestic flights having to fly to
Melbourne rather than Sydney.
City Link will be partially opened early next year and
will provide a wonderful gateway into our city.
Melbourne Airport is only 21 kilometres from the city
which, with the tremendously efficient City Link, will
provide wonderful connectivity between the airport and
the CBD. The original decision in the 1960s to locate
Melbourne Airport in a greenfield area was far sighted.
In those days the airport was considered to be a fair
way from the city. It proved to be a wonderful decision
and we are certainly well in front of our colleagues in
Sydney in having this resource relatively close to the
city and so easily accessible.
The environs strategy plan shores up the advantages for
Victorians. In recent times Melbourne Airport has been
developed, with the extension of the international
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terminal at a cost of$3.5 million, and the new car park
at a cost of over $20 million. The extensions have
brought Melbourne Airport up to a standard of which
we should all be very proud
There is room for a north-south and an east-west
runway extension. The airport can easily expand to
provide for the increase in traffic that it is assumed will
occur in the future.
Since the airport was opened in 1970 there have been
changes in the types of aircraft using it, increased
usage, and an increased volume of freight. There have
been changes also in the internal operations of the
airport.
By comparison with airports around the world
Melbourne Airport comes up to scratch. We should be
proud of the airport and ensure that it continues to
operate in an efficient manner.
Proposed section 46S, which is inserted by clause 3 of
the bill, empowers the Governor in Council to declare
an area ofland to be the Melbourne Airport environs
area. The next proposed section states that the minister
may, at any time, prepare a strategy plan for the
Melbourne Airport environs area, and that is to be
known as the Melbourne Airport Environs Strategy
Plan. Certainly we will see results as the plan is put into
practice. Firstly, it will encourage the maintenance of
the large areas of surrounding rural land so that they
will not be developed and impinge on the airport
environs, causing problems arising from the effect of
noise on an expanding population.
Secondly, it will ensure the minimal impact of noise on
existing residential areas. Thirdly, it will allow for the
potential expansion of the airport given the uncongested
air space around it. Fourthly, it will enable maintenance
of the unrestricted capacity of Melbourne Airport.
The plan will also reduce the possibility of ad hoc
planning decisions being made, and that is a worthwhile
aim. It is good to see the government and the opposition
supporting the bill.
Clauses 6, 7 and 9 refer to the minister being given the
power to specify amounts of costs that can be recovered
by the government in three areas - panels, advisory
committees that can be appointed by the minister, and
cases where proposed works are the subject of an
inquiry under the Environment Effects Act. It is
reasonable that one should be able to recover costs from
people who in many cases have the potential, if the
decision goes their way, of receiving a significant
benefit.

PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT (AMENDMENT) BILL
Tuesday, 27 October 1998

COUNCIL

The concept of people deriving income from a decision
and contributing funds back into the community has
been raised in the past.

In this case it is a halfway measure for recovering costs
incurred by the government in relation to hearings and
administration of panels and committees, together with
investigations regarding works under the Environment
Effects Act That seems reasonable; in my view there is
no reason why potential beneficiaries should not
contribute to the costs of the planning process.
I have no problem with the minister having the ability
under the act to specify the amount to be contributed.
For example, if a provision were included in the bill
stating that it was to be a specified figure a situation
could occur where, for example, charitable
organisations or people who did not have the capacity
to pay would be bound to come up with some amount
of money that they could ill afford, or in the case of a
charitable body, where it was unreasonable that they
should pay such costs. The minister has the discretion
to set a reasonable figure. I support that proposal.
Clause 10 amends the Planning and Environment
(planning Schemes) Act. It inserts proposed
section 23(5), which provides that the minister may
grant a permit under section 961 of the principal act for
the use of land or the development and use of land for
an extractive industry.
Where the minister grants such a permit, the permit
may specify that it expires if its use is discontinued for
a period of not less than two years. In this case the
proposal relates in particular to extractive industries,
and the minister will be allowed to grant permits for the
use of land for an extractive industry with a
discontinuance period greater than two years.
Honourable members will be aware of the fluctuating
demands in the quany industry, where the price of and
demand for materials goes up and down. It seems
illogical for a quarry with an existing permit that scales
down its operation to start going through the planning
process again to obtain a new permit. In such a case the
bill will preserve the rights of quanying operations to
continue carrying out such operations. As a result some
certainty will be provided to operators, which seems
appropriate.
I conclude by saying I support the bill and wish it a
speedy passage.

Hon. S. M. NGUYEN (Melbourne West) - The
purpose of this bill is to amend the Planning and
Environment Act 1987 to provide for the Melbourne
Airport Environs Strategy Plan. The bill also seeks to
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establish and properly resource an advisory committee
and planning panel to deal with planning issues in the
airport vicinity and to amend the Planning and
Environment (planning Schemes) Act to make
provision for new planning schemes.
Melbourne Airport plays a crucial role in the operation
of the Victorian economy and its output accounts for a
significant proportion of the state's gross domestic
product. My electorate of Melbourne West Province
incorporates a number of the designated flight paths en
route to Melbourne Airport. The airport also provides
considerable employment opportunities, both directly
on site and indirectly through the strategic location of
industry in close proximity to the airport.
I welcome the opportunity for parties such as local
government and community interest groups that have
an interest in influencing the future shape of the airport
and its environs to participate in the development of a
Melbourne Airport Environs Strategy Plan. The
Melbourne Airport strategy, developed some 20 years
ago, has been useful in setting the perimeters for the
development of the airport and its integration into a
Melbourne-based freight transport hub. However, there
are a number of significant social and economic
dynamics which relate to the north and western
Melbourne regions and which require us to review
planning objectives.
Firstly, there is a need to ensure that new pressures for
development ofland in the north-western region for
industrial purposes is balanced against the increasing
demand for quality residential urban development. The
west has experienced a housing renaissance in recent
years with the gentrification of inner city suburbs such
as Williamstown and Yarraville and the development of
new quality housing estates spanning the circumference
of outer western and northern metropolitan Melbourne.
All of these suburbs exist within the designated flight
path under which Melbourne Airport operates.
At the same time the construction of the Western Ring
Road has helped open up the area to new opportunities
in warehousing and manufacturing on greenfield sites.
The economic advantages of doing business in the
region are enormous and there is great potential for
future economic and employment growth if things are
managed in a proper and strategic way.
The competition between residential and industrial land
uses is likely to become an emerging issue in this neck
of the woods. It is therefore crucial that all parties with
interests in these fields have access to useful planning
information and gain effective input into the planning
process. In the short term the 2000 Sydney Olympics
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will bring obvious new tourism opportunities for
Victoria It is important that facilities at the airport cater
well for tourists and that the tourism potential of the
airport surrounds are exploited commercially. In some
respects economic planning can be Melbourne-centric.
It is important to utilise the reasonable proximity of
Melbourne Airport to places such as the Bendigo
goldfields region, Daylesford and even the Brisbane
Ranges in integrating tourism infrastructure with airport
planning.
Secondly, there is a need to ensure that Melbourne
Airport is effectively planned so that it is efficiently
integrated with other passenger and freight transport
modes. This is needed to secure a transport economic
advantage for Melbourne and ensure it reaches the
objective of optimum environmental sustainability in
planning. There are two issues involved: the need to
clearly define the boundaries of the planning coverage
and the need to fuse environmental values into the
planning process.
One might think prima facie that Laverton and Avalon
are a reasonable distance from Melbourne Airport, but
they are less than 10 minutes in flight time. They are
also sites for potential expansion of commercial air
freight activity. The prospects for growth in this form of
commercial transportation in a faster moving and global
economy are enormous. Roughly one quarter of freight
generated through Melbourne's transport hub is air
based - and it is growing fast.
We must ensure that Melbourne Airport is properly
integrated into the transport infrastructure as it
develops. Together with the need to consider the
ramifications of flight paths on urban development this
issue requires a rather ambiguous view of what would
constitute a boundary for Melbourne Airport planning
purposes. Clearly the airport environs are larger than
the immediate approaches and airport facility itself. It is
also important to place on record the significance of
transport in generating greenhouse gases and various
forms of pollution, and the need to recognise
environmental values in the strategic planning of goods
and passenger transportation.
Thirdly, and sadly, as a result of the previous actions of
the government there is a need to provide more surety
with planning laws and processes.
The shadow minister for planning and major projects,
the honourable member for Richmond, when speaking
on this bill in the other place, said that the Minister for
Planning and Local Government has exercised
ministerial discretion on some planning matters relating
to areas of Melbourne that are subject to a general
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planning scheme and planning objectives. I refer
honourable members to the example given by the
honourable member for Richmond in the other place
with respect to the Dandenong Ranges.
It is crucial in ensuring confidence and integrity in the
planning laws and process that clear and sound
planning objectives are realised in practice. It is also
crucial that the government does not ignore the findings
of advisory panels. Parties actively interested in
planning issues should have a sense of ownership in the
outcome of the planning processes if they are invited to
participate in such processes. To disregard their input is
to invite public discontent and open antagonism to the
process and to the government. To an extent those
sentiments gave rise to the development and flourishing
of the Save Our Suburbs movement. Noisy people are
not nuisances - they should be heard, acknowledged
and involved.
The opposition supports the bill and hopes it will lead
to a constructive discourse on planning matters as it
concerns the future development of Melbourne Airport.
Hon. B. N. ATKINSON (Koonung) - I welcome
the opposition's support for the bill and the comments
ofMr Lucas and opposition speakers. I will not cover
the same ground, because honourable members who
have contributed to the bill have addressed the principal
matters of concern.
Mr Nguyen referred to competing land uses and the
demands of the Melbourne Airport environs and
surrounding suburbs for quality residential, commercial
and other uses. I understand his concern about
competing land uses and the desirability of
development in that corridor because of its proximity to
Melbourne. However, when I talk to people about
planning issues I am amused that some people focus on
the issues at hand while not seeing the broader picture.
I have spoken to members of Save Our Suburbs who
refer to the problems with medium density
development in suburban areas of Melbourne. I say to
them, 'What do you say about using the most
productive farmland for residential development?'.
Invariably they say, 'We are not in favour of that. We
should maintain productive farmland and not develop
it'. The two propositions are not sustainable.
The increasing demand for housing means we must
consider using more productive land or encroaching on
the airport environs or some other appropriate suburban
development to accommodate new residential growth.
People require new housing, new workplaces and new
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community facilities and the government must
accommodate those interests.

that will take the airport forward and provide great
benefits to the people of Victoria

A common theme among opposition members is that
the Minister for Planning and Local Government is a
meddlesome tyrant who is involved in various issues
across Melbourne. In fact he is involved in few issues,
but those in which he is involved are often brought to
him by municipalities that seek changes to their
planning schemes or wish to accommodate particular
developments that are against their policies or local
planning schemes. Most of the issues in which he is
involved are brought to him by local government.
Irrespective of that, planning is always more the
sandpaper than the silk. It is the means by which we test
new ideas and proposals, review community policies
and strategies for urban development and the areas
encompassed by this bill- the airport environment and decide how much space we need for such facilities
today and into the future.

Motion agreed to.

The government has a good record in planning and
administration. It has taken planning a step forward
with the development of new planning schemes and
municipal statements as part of the process of
identifying important issues in local areas and
metropolitan Melbourne in the future. It will ensure that
land-use management is appropriate. The bill is a major
step forward because it will build on the effective work
done by the Victoria Planning Provisions and the
municipal local policy frameworks for the airport
environs, including the work done by the City Of
Hurne, which has considered how the land around the
airport might continue to be used and what levels of
development might be allowed into the future.
The people who decided on the site of Melbourne
Airport showed remarkable foresight. It is one of the
best located airports in the world and its facilities are
outstanding. Honourable members will have noted the
development occurring at the airport in the past five
years. It is a tragedy that Qantas has not recognised that
the facility is capable of supporting a much greater
volume of air traffic than it is currently routeing
through the airport. Through the legislation the
government is continuing to plan into the future and
recognise the foresight shown by the people who
established Melbourne Airport. It will ensure that the
successful operations of the airport continue and that
the amenities and economic values that have made it
one of the world's outstanding airports are well secured
into the future.
I welcome the fact that the bill is supported by both
sides of the house. It is an important piece oflegislation

Read second time.

Third reading

Hon. R. M. BALLAM (Minister for Finance)By leave, I move:
That this bill be now read a third time.

I thank those honourable members who spoke in the
debate. As Mr Atkinson said, the bill canvasses a
number of important and sensitive issues, and I
congratulate honourable members on the brevity and
thoughtfulness of their contributions. I am delighted, as
was Mr Atkinson, to hear the opposition not only
supporting the bill but speaking in its favour.
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.

Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.
Sitting suspended 6.32 p.m. until 8.03 p.m.

LAND (FURTHER REVOCATION OF
RESERVATIONS) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 21 October; motion of
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL Minister for Industry, Science and
Technology).

Hon. PAT POWER (Jika Jika) - The opposition
does not oppose the Land (Further Revocation of
Reservations) Bill, which provides for the revocation of
permanent reservations to facilitate disposal or because
the purpose of the reservation is no longer appropriate.
The bill also provides for the repeal of the Bendigo (Dai
Gum San Village) Act.
Clause 3 deals with two portions of Crown land in
Crusoe Road, Kangaroo Flat, reserved for water supply
purposes. Coliban Water has advised that the land is
smplus to requirements and revocation will allow for
the disposal of the land.
Clause 4 deals with the former Queen Elizabeth Centre
in Cardigan Street, Carlton. The land has been declared
by the Department of Human Services as surplus to its
requirements. The La Trobe University Centre for the
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study of mothers' and children's health has been
relocated to the Royal Women's Hospital, and the
Melbourne Chorale is now located in the new cultural
centre at the former North Melbourne Town Hall.
Clause 5 deals with a water supply reserve located in
Allendale. The Shire of Hepburn and Central Highlands
Water have indicated they have no interest in the site
and the revocation will allow for the disposal of the
land
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Hon. R. I. Knowles - You either support the
institute or you don't.
Hon. PAT POWER - Despite the unruly
provocation from the minister, the opposition does not
oppose the bill.

Clause 6 deals with a portion of Fawkner Park in
Paisley Street, South Yarra. The South Yarra Primary
School wishes to construct an after-school play facility.
It needs to slightly extend its boundary into Fawkner
Park to achieve that.

Hon. R. A. BEST (North Western) - I support the
Land (Further Revocation of Reservations) Bill. As
usual, a number of bills have been introduced to deal
with land revocation. However, in this bill two parcels
of land in the Bendigo area are of interest to me. One
deals with land in Crusoe Road, Kangaroo Flat, which
is currently designated as a reserve for water supply
purposes and forms part of the Coliban Water Board's
area in and around Crusoe Reservoir.

Clauses 8 and 9 provide for the revocation of a portion
of the former Fairfield Hospital site, which is located on
Yarra Bend Park Road, Fairfield, which is not included
in the land occupied by the forensic psychiatry institute.
The developed area of the site contains many of the
former hospital buildings and is proposed to be sold to
the Northern Melbourne Institute ofTAFE.

The land is to be excised from the title and freehold
granted so the current adjoining owner, who has fenced
the land now leased by Coliban Water, can purchase it.
Coliban will be able to generate income through its
transfer of the land previously reserved for water supply
purposes to a full title for the benefit of the adjoining
landowner.

Clauses 11 and 12 deal with the repeal of the Bendigo
(Dai Gum San Village) Act, of which I am sure
Mr Best will make mention. The Bendigo Trust has
surrendered its lease on the site and the City of Greater
Bendigo has advised that it has no further interest in
managing the site. Repeal of the act will enable the site
to be managed by the Department of Natural Resources
and Environment.

The second area of land that interests me is the land
covered by clauses 11 and 12, which repeal the
Bendigo (Dai Gum San Village) Land Act. This also
interests many Bendigo people because the village was
meant to be a demonstration of the heritage and culture
contributed to the Bendigo community by the Chinese
community. The area ofland in question is the Jackass
Flats area close to my previous home in Jacobs Street.
People should recognise the wonderful contribution
made by our Chinese friends since their arrival at the
Victorian goldfields not only to the diggings but to the
cultural heritage in the Bendigo area.

The closure of the Fairfield Hospital in 1996 was a
great shame. It was a bad decision that resulted in a loss
of institutional knowledge, the break-up of the research
base and the loss of cooperation and collaboration that
came from having researchers, clinicians and patients
co-located Victoria lost a world-class research
institution.
The Rosanna forensic psychiatry unit is nearing
completion and the opposition certainly supports the
construction of a new facility. It is certainly needed.
The opposition opposed and still opposes the alienation
of public parkland, and in its view the Yarra Bend Park
was simply alienated for the new project It has become
the first in a long line of government attacks on
Melbourne's parklands. The government's view is that
parldands are free real estate available to be seized from
the public to be used for whatever project the
government has in mind Yarra Bend Park is a
remarkable piece ofbushland close to the city centre
and is to be reduced in size to provide land to
accommodate the forensic hospital.

The formerly proposed Dai Gum San Village was seen
as an opportunity to create in Bendigo a precinct similar
to Sovereign Hill in Ballarat. It was anticipated that the
village would celebrate Chinese heritage and be an
attraction for Australian and international tourists,
particularly from Hong Kong and China, and would
also attract contnbutions of artefacts from the
community. Because of a range of circumstances the
land was transferred to the welfare of the Bendigo
Trust. A number of conditions in the act resulted in the
establishment of a committee of management.
Prior to amalgamation the representatives of the City of
Bendigo, the Borough of Eaglehawk and the City of
Marong, as well as of the Bendigo Trust, were
appointed to the board of management to operate the
Dai Gum San Village site. Sections of the Bendigo
community were somewhat disappointed when the
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village project did not get off the ground However,
many of the residents in and around the proposed site
were against the establishment of that village.

land now used by Coliban Water and the other under
the control of the Bendigo Trust, be passed on to more
appropriate uses.

The establishment of the Bendigo Chinese Museum
and the Bendigo Chinese Gardens as outstanding tourist
facilities or precincts is a credit to people such as
Russell Jack and many people in the Chinese
association who worked to establish monuments to the
proud traditions of the Chinese people. One need only
see the Easter parade in Bendigo, a highlight of which
is the Clan McLeod band supporting the Chinese
museum and the Chinese community, to realise that.
The concept of a Scottish band of the Chinese people in
Bendigo is an interesting one, and represents the
excellent cross-cultural integration of people within the
Bendigo area. It highlights the history associated with
the Easter parade.

Motion agreed to.

Over the years artefacts have been collected by people
such as Allan Guy. The wonderful people at the
Bendigo Trust and other charitable organisations who
have supported the village proposal through their
fundraising and contributions have ensured that the
Chinese tradition remains as a feature of the Easter
parade and is recognised as a significant contributor to
the present culture ofBendigo.
The land will be transferred to the Department of
Natural Resources and Environment. As I said, the
Bendigo land that is the subject of the bill is a place
where my children often played and is almost adjacent
to the property where they were raised. In her
second-reading speech, prepared by the department, the
minister referred to the land as a place:
... subject to the Environment Conservation Council's report
on box-ironbark forests and woodlands.

That is not quite as I remember it However, the
departmental officers are the experts in the conservation
area and I am a mere observer.
Although the Bendigo community is delighted with the
role it has played in establishing the cultural heritage of
its Chinese community, it is appropriate that now the
parties - that is, the Bendigo Trust and the Bendigo
City Council- who have relinquished the lease have
the land pass back through the department so that a
reserve can be established under the auspices of the
department.
It is with pleasure that I support the bill. A number of
bills that come before the house in each sessional
period revoke reservations of parcels of land and pass
them from one use to another. It is appropriate that the
two parcels of land described in the bill, one identifying

Read second time.

Third reading
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - By leave, I move:
That this bill be now read a third time.

I thank honourable members for their contributions.
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.

Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.

LEGAL PRACTICE (AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 21 October; motion of
Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small Business).
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) The opposition does not oppose the bill. The Legal
Practice (Amendment) Bill arises out of the Legal
Practice Act, which is the Attorney-General's major
reform of the legal profession. The bill is directed
towards making superficial changes to the act and in
particular ensuring that there is no question of claims
being made on the fidelity trust by people who are
involved in seams.

The effects of the bill can be divided into four
categories. The first concerns professional indemnity
insurance. When the bill was first debated the
opposition said the government's attempt to deregulate
and introduce competition into the legal professional
insurance scheme would fail, that no market would
emerge and that it was a waste of time and money.
After an initial extension of the old scheme the bill now
simply admits failure and legislates for the ongoing
mutual fund model to continue. It is therefore a return
to the situation that existed before the Legal Practices
Act was proclaimed. The opposition was correct. There
is no marketplace for that type of deregulation. It is a
specialised area of insurance and the scheme does not
lend itself to market forces or insurance schemes that
are not part of the existing structure. The opposition
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therefore supports the retention of the previous scheme,
which it supported right from the beginning.
The second part of the bill concerns the fidelity fund
The changes clarify the current legislation to preclude
people who have invested money in solicitors' trust
accounts for business purposes from making claims on
the fund It is an important aspect of the bill because the
fidelity fund is there to protect consumers who claim
upon the fund due to legal work; the fidelity fund is not
there for investments or other activities carried out by
solicitors.
The opposition supports this aspect of the bill. In the
past solicitors have provided funds, and still provide
funds, for a number of investors both small and large on
a needs basis, but that should not come under the
protection of the fidelity fund In the past when
financial institutions were heavily regulated solicitors
provided a source for finance that differed from that
offered by banks. Many people went to solicitors to
find alternative vehicles for their investments. The
solicitors have maintained that service, but obviously a
fidelity fund that has been set up for solicitors to deal
with claims due to legal work should not be used to
provide funds to investors. On a number of occasions
consumers oflegal services have called upon the
fidelity fund because solicitors or barristers have been
found wanting in their advice on the appropriate use for
that money.
The third effect of the bill is to restrict appeals to the
Supreme Court by stating that one can appeal to the
court in respect of a fidelity fund only if the board has
made the decision either wholly or partly to refuse the
application and where an applicant has gone through all
other reasonable avenues and remedies and three
months has not elapsed. Again, the opposition sees this
as worth while and regards the time frame involved as
acceptable. In the briefing on the bill officers related
instances showing that reasonable legal remedies could
be used so that the fidelity fund was a last resort for
claims against solicitors. This clarifies the operation of
the appeals.
Other amendments include alterations to make it
unnecessary to disclose fee statements in certain
circumstances - for example, where clients have
received such disclosure statements in the past
12 months. There are other technical amendments in
the bill.
The Law Institute of Victoria fully supports the bill, in
particular its first effect, which concerns the retention of
professional indemnity insurance as it currently stands.
On that basis the opposition does not oppose the bill.
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Hon. C. A. FURLETIl (Templestowe) - I am
very pleased to support the bill and thank Mr Nardella
for the support he expressed on behalf of the
opposition. As Mr Nardella said, the bill comes before
the house with the support of most of the people who
are affected by it. It makes a number of what I would
term housekeeping amendments. It makes a number of
relatively serious amendments and it makes some very
significant amendments to the law with respect to
professional indemnity insurance for legal practitioners
and to the fidelity fund provisions, which were referred
to by Mr Nardella
I welcome the changes because they make some
finetuning amendments to the provisions of the Legal
Practice Act, which was introduced in 1996 to take
effect from I January 1997. That was promised by the
Attorney-General in her second-reading speech. It is the
result of monitoring the effect of the act and finetuning
it. The housekeeping amendments relate to the opening
of new trust accounts and disclosing particulars of those
trust accounts to the Legal Practice Board. That is the
disclosure requirement which I remember having been
in effect from when I started practice in the early 1970s.
It seems to have been an oversight in the Legal Practice
Act.
Clause 25 requires registration of business names of
corporate entities. It is another requirement which is
logical and which my recollection tells me existed in
the early 1970s.
A significant amendment is that the recognised
professional associations (RPAs), the Legal Practice
Board and the Legal Ombudsman will, on the
enactment of the legislation, be able to apply to the Full
Tnbunal of the Legal Profession Tribunal for orders
varying a practitioner's practising certificate if that
practitioner is charged with a criminal offence, whether
the charge be laid in Victoria or elsewhere. It is
appropriate that practitioners with charges hanging over
their heads should be restricted in their areas of practice
and that consideration be given to whether they should
be entitled to continue to practise if the circumstances
so warrant
I welcome the amendments in clause 11, which will
ease some of the burdens imposed on lawyers by the
legislation with respect to requirements for disclosure
and reporting to clients. I recall when speaking in the
debate on the Legal Practice Bill in 1996 stating that
those requirements were onerous and may not be
effective. The amendment in the present bill is
welcome.
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Clause 13 clarifies what constitutes a dispute under the
act so that the issues can be more clearly defmed and
people cannot take advantage of the consumer
protection provisions merely for the sake of putting off
payment of accounts and the like.
As Mr Nardella indicated, the two main areas addressed
by the bill are professional indemnity insurance and
applications to the fidelity fund They are two quite
different aspects. Professional indemnity insurance
relates to negligence on the part of a practitioner in the
conduct of his or her practice and allows a client of a
practitioner to sue his or her solicitor in the event of
negligence on the part of the solicitor. With the
complexities that have arisen over the years in terms of
the law, professional indemnity insurance is incredibly
significant, not so much for the lawyer - because
today people can hide behind the corporate veil or
transfer funds into other entities - but as an essential
protection for the client who uses the services of people
who hold themselves out as qualified, proficient
professionals.
I recall in the debate in the house in October 1996
discussing the difficulties that would arise if
practitioners' professional indemnity insurance were
open to the market. At that time Mr Nardella said the
opposition opposed the amendments. He feels
vindicated by the fact that that opposition was
warranted.

In her second-reading speech in 1996 the

Attorney-General said the government would discuss
the consequences of the changes introduced at that time
with representatives of the insurance industry and the
profession between June 1996 and the next spring
sitting of Parliament. Those discussions have taken
place and reports have been prepared for the Legal
Practice Board. The reports incorporate a considerable
amount of expert evidence and opinion from insurers
and others. The Attorney-General should be
congratulated on reaching the conclusion that the
system currently in place should remain.
The system is the mutual fund model where all
members of the profession contribute to a fund Under
section 227 of the Legal Practice Act practitioners must
maintain professional indemnity insurance at all times
while practising law. As I said during the debate on the
Legal Practice Bill in October 1996 the legal profession
is one of the few professions where professional
indemnity insurance must be in place as a condition
precedent to practise.
Part 8 of the Legal Practice Act contains 23 sections
that control and relate to the issue and provision of
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professional indemnity insurance. Section 228 of the
current act sets out the minimum terms and conditions
of insurance, and that section is to be substantially
amended by the bill. In my years in practice from 1971
until 1996 the transition from a voluntary insurance
base occurred. I recall not being overly concerned about
insurance in the early days of my practice, but with the
passage of time and the development of some maturity
it became obvious to me that professional indemnity
insurance was vital.
In 1976 the Solicitors Liability Committee was
established, and it became compulsory for all solicitors
to have legal indemnity insurance as a precondition to
practice. That system worked very well because some
private insurers in those days would seek in one way or
another to avoid liability under their insurance
contracts - for example, erroneous disclosure in a
proposal form or failure to disclose prospective claims
early enough.
One of the reasons for the Law Institute of Victoria
proposing the mutual type of professional indemnity
system was that private insurers caused a considerable
amount of angst. They were also able to cover solicitors
for a period and then suddenly withdraw that type of
insurance cover.
One of the advantages of the Solicitors Liability
Committee and the mutual fund system, not only for
solicitors but, more importantly, for the clients of
solicitors, was that once a claim had been accepted it
was accepted. There was no element of seeking to
avoid that claim because that would have defeated the
whole purpose of having compulsory insurance cover.
For those reasons I am pleased to support the retention
of the mutual system that is currently in place. The act
explains the obligations of the now Legal Practitioners
Liability Committee in respect of reinsurance. While
the system has proved to be somewhat more expensive
than private inSllrdIlce the higher cost is appropriate and
justified for the insured and for those who need to make
claims.
The other main issue addressed in the bill is the fidelity
fund amendments. As you well know, Mr President,
having practised as a solicitor, the fidelity fund was
initially established from the interest generated by trust
accounts held at banks. Many clients wrongly believed
that solicitors' practices had the benefit of the interest
on trust moneys in their accounts, yet that interest
established a substantial fund to accommodate
defalcations. The fund was initially set up as a public
relations exercise when, from memory, in the early
1950s a few solicitors happened to abscond with some
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dollars. It was not compulsory, but the Law Institute
felt it would benefit practising solicitors to band
together so that if any of their brethren did the wrong
thing the public could be satisfied.
Membership of the fund rapidly became obligatory
following an increase in the number of defalcations. I
can say from personal knowledge that defalcation is
very much frowned upon by the legal fraternity.
However, there are 8000 or so solicitors in practice and
on a percentage basis the 7 or 8 defalcations a year
represent an infinitesimal number. Honest solicitors
frown upon the few dishonest ones. As the number of
defalcations has increased over the years the fidelity
fund has become a significant part of the structure of
legal practice in Victoria.
The proposed amendments are intended as much as
possible to preserve funds in the fidelity fund for the
purpose for which it was established - compensation
for people who lose money paid to a practitioner for the
purposes of a legal transaction, but not for funds paid to
a practitioner for the purposes of a business or
commercial enterprise or investment In the event that a
client who has paid moneys for the purposes of
investment receives any payment back by way of
interest, or supposed interest, that amount can be taken
into account in the event that a fidelity claim is
approved if the funds are paid out of the capital of that
client or the capital of any other client of the solicitor.

required to be passed by an absolute majority. As there
is not an absolute majority of the house present, I ask
the Clerk to ring the bells.
Bells rung.
Members having assembled in chamber:

The PRESIDENT - Order! So that I may be
satisfied that an absolute majority exists, I ask
honourable members supporting the motion to rise in
their places.
Required number of members having risen:
Motion agreed to by absolute majority.
Read second time.

Third reading

Bon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small
Business) - By leave, I move:
That this bill be now read a third time.

I thank Mr Nardella, and particularly Mr Furletti.
The PRESIDENT - Order! I again ask honourable
members supporting the motion to rise in their places.
Required number of members having risen:
Motion agreed to by absolute majority.

As Mr Nardella has pointed out, there are provisions for

appeal against decisions of the Legal Practice Board on
claims against the fidelity fund The intention of the
legislation is to ensure that claimants exhaust their legal
rights in other areas before they claim against the fund
I am perfectly comfortable with that, because the fund
is set up not as an issuance or guarantee fund for people
who lose money but rather as a last resort to ensure that
people who lose money and cannot recover from any
other source can resort to the board Importantly a fair
amount of the fund's capital is expended on litigation
appealing to the Supreme Court for claims the board
has rejected. That course has been restricted in the
amendments before the house.
It is with great pleasure that I strongly support the bill.
It is a good piece of finetuning. I am sure it will not be
the last time amendments to the Legal Practice Bill are
debated in this house. However, I am pleased to see the
issue of professional indemnity insurance has been
resolved to the satisfaction of all concerned I commend
the bill to the house.

The PRESIDENT - Order! I am of the opinion
that the second and third readings of this bill are

Read third time.

Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.

INTERNATIONAL TRANSFER OF
PRISONERS (VICTORIA) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 21 October; motion of
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and Ports).

Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) The opposition supports the International Transfer of
Prisoners (Victoria) Bill, which facilitates the
international agreements entered into by the
commonwealth government for the purpose of allowing
Australian prisoners in certain overseas jurisdictions to
serve out their sentences in Australia and reciprocal
arrangements allowing prisoners from those countries
serving sentences in Australian prisons to serve out
their sentences in their home countries.
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A key feature of the bill is that it will allow reciprocal
arrangements to apply only to countries that are
signatories to the European Convention on the Transfer
of Prisoners. The convention comprises 16 countries,
including most western and eastern European countries,
as well as the United States and Canada.
Other key features include arrangements being invoked
only in relation to offences that would normally attract
a prison sentence in Australia.; prisoners must be willing
to be repatriated; a legal requirement that the prisoner
must carry out the terms and requirement of the
sentence and that the Minister for Corrections must
negotiate the future management of the sentence; and
the home jurisdiction of prisoners repatriated under the
scheme is obliged to accept the prisoners.
The bill is the culmination of procedures initiated by the
former federal Labor government and is part of
complementary legislation being enacted by the
commonwealth and state governments. It is generally
considered more humane and conducive to the
rehabilitation of prisoners for them to serve their
sentences in their home locations. The number of
prisoners estimated to be eligible for repatriation to
Victoria is about 42, while the number of prisoners in
Victorian gaols eligible to be repatriated to overseas
jurisdictions is estimated at around 200, so there is an
ancillary cost saving.
The reason behind the reciprocal arrangements scheme
is that the rehabilitation of prisoners will be assisted if
they are in custody in the countries of their birth. The
legislation will allow for the repatriation of prisoners
only where those prisoners so desire it. Prisoners with
families in Victoria, for instance, would be assisted by
being repatriated to this state because they would have
the benefit of support structures that may assist in their
rehabilitation. The families and relatives of prisoners in
overseas gaols are extremely concerned about their
wellbeing. Australian prisoners in overseas gaols who
do not have any linkages to assist them and their
rehabilitation would benefit greatly if they were
repatriated to their homeland.
Honourable members are aware of cases of Australian
prisoners in overseas gaols living in abhorrent
conditions, living like animals, with no dignity. Their
life expectancy is shortened and their punishment is
beyond what they would expect in an Australian prison
environment. The repatriation of prisoners does not
mean that the authorities are not recognising the crimes
committed in overseas countries, and the legislation
takes that into account.
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I urge the government to take up within the federal
councils in which it is involved the expansion of the
countries involved in the repatriation program,
especially some Asian countries where many
Australians are currently in gaol. Unfortunately there
are no formal agreements with many of our Asian
neighbours and often the punishment meted out to
Australians incarcerated in Asian prisons is much worse
than that which occurs in Australia However, the
current statistics of deaths and mutilations in our
privatised Victorian gaols and their lack of
accountability and supervision make one wonder
whether prisoners in overseas gaols would be better off
in Victorian gaols. If they had a choice I believe they
would choose to go anywhere rather than into the
privatised Victorian gaols, because the mortality and
mutilation rates have greatly increased under this
administration.

Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - Honourable members
should read recent newspaper reports to find out what is
happening. A number of studies into privatised prisons,
especially at the Metropolitan Women's Correctional
Centre, have indicated what has occurred since the
prisons have been privatised. It is a major concern of
the opposition and of the many civil liberties groups in
Victoria
Hon. P. A. Katsambanis interjected.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - No, they do not. You
were not listening.
Hon. P. A. Katsambanis - That is basically what
you claim!
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - One needs to balance
out whether in some of the privatised prisons they are
better off, because the mortality rates and lack of
accountability in those prisons are of great concern.
One only has to look at the statistics for the privatised
women's prison - Hon. P. A. Katsambanis - Is this a new
phenomenon?
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA -It is a new
phenomenon, because from memory there had been
one fatality at the women's prison in the previous
40 years. In the short time since its privatisation there
has already been one fatality, and that is of concern to
our community.
Once the prisoners are returned to Australia they must
be rehabilitated and encouraged to refocus their lives
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and become reintegrated into the community without
becoming recidivists. It is society's responsibility to
ensure that prison programs, the parole system, the way
sentences are served and the support mechanisms
available in the community are all effective in
preventing released prisoners from becoming menaces
to society and again committing crimes. Having visited
many prisons both in Victoria and in New South Wales
and Queensland, I am aware that recidivism is a major
concern in Australia, and one that must be tackled
urgently.

On that basis, the opposition will be supporting the bilL
It has some concerns about the increase in prisoner
numbers in Victoria, but the bill provides the possibility
of reducing that by about 200. If! were cynical, I would
say that may be one of the majorreasons why the
government is putting the procedure in place, but I am
not. The opposition supports the bill.
Hon. R. H. BOWDEN (South Eastern) - I support
this important bill with pleasure because its emphasis is
on rehabilitation and on humanitarian considerations
that involve a range of people including prisoners, their
families and the large number of people who interact
with prisoners in the prison system.
The bill will allow Victorians who are being held in
overseas prisons for any number of crimes to return
home, with an emphasis on their being rehabilitated and
equipped to successfully re-enter the Victorian
community. The bill is not judgmental about the crimes
those individuals may have committed; it focuses
instead on the desirability of rehabilitation. A number
of Victorian prisoners are serving sentences overseas
for moderate crimes, and the appropriateness of their
returning to Victoria is a feature of the hill. A safeguard
is built into the bilL requiring that all parties must agree
to the international transfer of prisoners - that is, the
commonwealth government, the government of
Victoria, the foreign government concerned and the
prisoner.
The bill complements the federal International Transfer
of Prisoners Act, which was passed in 1997. It is
intended to be Victoria's contribution to the work that
has been done since 1992 by the standing committees
of Attorneys-General of the various states and
territories and the commonwealth to put in place a
treaty to achieve the desirable goals of the
commonwealth legislation. The propensity of the
authorities to charge people varies widely from country
to country, and prisoner numbers in some places around
the world are escalating rapidly. Unfortunately, the
number of prisoners around the world is also
increasing.
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Under the interstate transfer of prisoners scheme, which
has operated successfully in Australia since 1983,
prisoners who are convicted in one jurisdiction are able
to serve their sentences under precisely the same
arrangements in other jurisdictions that are parties to
the scheme. Under clause 13 it will be possible to
continue to transfer prisoners within Australian
jurisdictions.
Some hundreds of prisoners will be affected by the bill.
I understand that although 42 Victorians are being held
in foreign prisons about 480 foreign prisoners are being
held in Victorian prisons, of whom 212 are from
European convention countries. It should not be
automatically assumed that there will be a great rush of
prisoners wishing to leave Victoria or that there will be
a massive movement of prisoners back to Victoria.
However, this is a sensible and supportable
arrangement because it will bring our citizens back and
treat foreign prisoners humanely.
The consent of the prisoner is important, because the
implications of returning prisoners overseas must be
considered. The bill requires a duality of prison
requirements - in other words, the crime must involve
a prison sentence in both the overseas country and
Victoria for the mechanism to operate. The bill
provides for two types of enforcement: one is continued
enforcement, which would involve the serving in
Victoria of a sentence prescribed by the judicial system
overseas; and the other is converted enforcement,
which would be determined by the commonwealth and
Victorian authorities.
Under the bill Australia can accept the transfer of
persons convicted of war crimes - in particular, in the
former Yugoslavia and Rwanda. It is not envisaged that
there will be significant numbers of persons in that
category, although Australia has been a strong advocate
of the measures taken by the international war crimes
tribunals conducted by the United Nations. The bill
contains clear guidelines by which Victoria and
Australia can contribute to the punishment of people
convicted of war crimes.
Clause 16 is a desirable and important aspect of the bill.
Sad cases arise when Victorian citizens overseas are
imprisoned or placed into custody because of mental
illness. Through arrangements with the commonwealth
the bill makes it possible for those who have genuine
mental illnesses to be compassionately considered It is
the commonwealth's responsibility to negotiate the
subsequent treaties with the countries listed. Therefore
the commonwealth act can operate in respect of
Victoria This is Victoria's fIrst step towards the
commonwealth's effort to put this mechanism in place.
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Although the commonwealth, states and territories will
be working together on the practical arrangements, the
commonwealth will negotiate the treaties. Over a
period the bill will give Victoria's corrective services
and law enforcement personnel an enhanced
understanding of rehabilitation, correctional services
and the prison systems of other countries. If anyone has
the false notion that the bill will assist Australian
citizens who engage in that most undesirable trade of
illicit drug running to commit offences and then return
home with an easy ride they will be sadly mistaken.
The bill provides that the foreign, commonwealth and
Victorian governments are required to give consent to
the international transfer of prisoners. If people
unwisely engage in the illegal drug trade they can
expect no sympathy.
An optimistic and sensible expectation of the legislation
is a substantial cost saving. However, I emphasise again
that the key humanitarian goal is to ensure that
Australian citizens are able to conclude their sentences
in this country under conditions we recognise as being
acceptable. Rehabilitation with access to families will
give hope to people who are not necessarily imprisoned
overseas for major crimes. It will enable them to return
to Australia and have contact with their families. The
rehabilitation expectation is high. I support the bill
because it embodies noble, sensible, practicable and
cautious considerations.
Hoo. JEAN McLEAN (Melbourne West) - I am
pleased to speak in support of the International Transfer
of Prisoners (Victoria) Bill, an eminently sensible bill
based on a humanitarian proposal to return prisoners to
their own countries to serve out their sentences. The bill
is complementary legislation to that being enacted by
the commonwealth and other states. Its purpose is to
facilitate international agreements that have been
entered into by the commonwealth. The bill applies to
39 countries that are signatories to the European
Convention on the Transfer of Prisoners. They are
mainly western and eastern European countries as well
as the United States of America and Canada
The bill will be invoked only for offences that would
normally attract prison sentences in Australia and
where prisoners are willing to be repatriated. Prisoners
must serve the terms to which they have been sentenced
when returned to their home countries. As pointed out
in the second-reading speech:
It also applies to persons who have been charged with a
criminal offence but who for reasons of mental illness have
not been sent to prison but have been detained for mental
health treatment
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This issue has been canvassed for many years by
human rights organisations because to be incarcerated
in a foreign country and separated from family and
friends means a much greater punishment than just the
loss ofliberty. In the second-reading speech the
minister referred to the benefits of returning prisoners
to their home jurisdictions. That has been recognised in
Australia since 1983 when the interstate transfer of
prisoners came into effect. The benefits include the
ability of prisoners to be close to their families. Given
that most prisoners come from the lower
socioeconomic bracket, it is unlikely that their families
could travel interstate to visit even once and certainly
not regularly. Family contact is considered vital for any
form of prisoner rehabilitation. The same would be
equally true in the case of overseas prisoners from here
or elsewhere. The large proportion are incarcerated for
drug-related crimes. If they receive long sentences
isolation could be unbearable.

In many overseas gaols prisoners must have their food
supplied by their families. I know that to be true
because I have spoken with Australians who have been
gaoled overseas for short and sometimes long periods,
including Father Gore in the Philippines. The prison
conditions, while primitive, are not always unbearable
but certainly they need to have food, clothing and other
necessities brought in from outside.
Some overseas gaols are very crowded. Anybody who
goes to Brazil should work hard at keeping out of gaol
because its prisons are extremely overcrowded. Every
so often there is a riot and the police go in and clean out
the gaols. Prisoners are killed. Some gaols, like ours,
are overcrowded. The possibility of violence and rape is
a worldwide problem in gaols. We should do something
about that internationally, but the most terrible part of
being gaoled in a foreign country is the lack of outside
support.
The second-reading speech says that Victoria has many
hundreds more foreign prisoners in its gaols than there
are Victorians in prisons overseas. I understand the
number of prisoners eligible to be transferred to
overseas prisons is 212 from 16 convention countries
and that the number of Victorians eligible to be
repatriated back to Australia is about 40. That suggests
the passing of this bill would result in an increase in the
number of available prison beds of at least 160.
The prison system in Victoria is overcrowded.
Prisoners are being kept in police cells that should not
be used for long-term custodial purposes. Our prisons,
especially the private prisons such as Port Phillip Prison
in my electorate, face numerous difficulties. I hope any
gain from an increased number of prison beds as a
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result of the exchange of prisoners will not result in
more incarcerations. Recently I have been told by a
magistrate that the decision to gaol somebody depended
mainly on the availability of beds.

Hon. K. M. Smith - You do the crime, you do the
time.
HOlL JEA~ McLEAN - It does not always work
that way, Mr Smith. The measure ofa truly humane
society is one that uses prisons only as a last resort. I
was stunned to read recently in the Herald Sun under
the heading' Inmate numbers up' a report that:

Victoria's gaol population has hit a record high minister Bill McGrath is proud of the record

and police

'It is fair to say there are more people in prison today than
ever before in Victoria's history.'

Hon. B. C. Boardman - You could also say it is a
safer society.
Hon. JEAN McLEAN - There has been no drop
in the number of crimes and it has had no effect on
safety. Mr Boardman knows that as well as I do. Crime
rates increase when prison occupancy increases; it does
not work in the opposite direction.
The reason for having the greatest number of prisoners
in our prisons today, according to the minister, is the
government's strong commitment to law and order. But
our prisons now house more than 2725 prisoners.
American prisons hold more than 1 million prisoners
and some law enforcement officers there predict that by
2000 that number will have increased to 2 million.
There is nothing to suggest the incidence of crime has
decreased in proportion to the rise in incarceration. If
Mr Boardman does not believe that, he should look at
the crime figures in the United States. The level of
crime has more to do with unemployment and bad drug
laws than crowded prisons.
Some of the countries on the list that are party to the
European convention have good records with their
prisons, but some have bad records. In most cases
cultural and language problems mean the European
Convention on the Transfer of Prisoners will be of great
benefit to the people and the countries involved. I hope
the list of countries will increase to eventually cover
every country. I strongly support the bill.

Hon. B. C. BOARDMAN (Chelsea) - I am rather
indifferent to the points made by the opposition. I
welcome the opposition's support for the ethics and
ethos behind the bill, which may be relatively small but
is important for the corrections system in Victoria and
Australia
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Some points raised by Mr Nardella and Mrs McLean
are not only hypocritical but arguably unsuitable in this
environment. Mrs McLean is trying to promote an
argument that there is some nexus between crime levels
and prison populations. That is completely unrelated to
the bill. Victoria's prisoner levels may be higher than
ever, but the converse is that the incidence of crime in
Victoria is at one of its lowest levels. Victoria's crime
statistics show that this state is Australia's safest.
The relationship promoted by Mrs McLean between
prison populations and crime rates has no relevance
whatsoever. Crime rates, crime prevention and
community policing are more relevant - not the
number of people brought before the courts or the way
they are being punished.

Mr Nardella makes a wonderful case for the rights of
prisoners. His contribution was characteristic of
contributions to the debate by opposition speakers not
only in this chamber but in the other place. I enjoyed
listening to the argument about the rights of prisoners
because the opposition always fails to mention that
prison is an absolute last resort. A sentencing magistrate
or judge has a multitude of options when determining
punishment for criminal convictions. Before an offence
reaches the courts an offender can be cautioned by the
police or, once a charge is in the court, he or she can be
placed on a bond, with or without conviction.
Community-based orders, bonds and other conditions
can be placed on offenders. Only if a person has
committed a serious indictable offence or become a
repeat offender will he or she go to prison.
The community and the government's stance in relation
to its criminal justice system is not based on the number
of people that are put in prison; the objective is to make
the community a safer place. That is not achieved by
putting people in prison, and earlier I referred to certain
options.

Mr Nardella mounted a disgraceful argument when he
said that a new phenomenon in Victoria was the
incidence of deaths in custody. That is a disgraceful act
of gutter politics in that he was politicising sometimes
unavoidable and unfortunate circumstances.

Honourable members interjecting.

Hon. B. C. BOARDMAN - The opposition says
there has suddenly been an increase in the number of
deaths in custody. In 1987 there were 19 deaths in
custody and 15 deaths were recorded in 1988. The year
1987 was the year of the tragic Jika Jika division fire at
Pentridge Prison. Everyone knows about the terrible
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conditions that existed then and in previous years in
Pentridge Prison.
I have visited the former Pentridge Prison in a
professional capacity. I have inspected the facilities and
seen the way prisoners had to live their lives. It is no
wonder the government did the right thing, closed
down the facility and explored more appropriate
facilities. In the last recorded full year - 1997 - there
were eight deaths in custody in Victoria. I am disgusted
to introduce that fact into the argument because each of
those deaths was a tragedy and should not be used by
the opposition to gain political advantage or
substantiate some of the faults and concerns expressed
about Victoria's correctional facilities at the moment. I
make no secret about the fact that the system has faults.
However, the minister recently announced a review of
correctional facilities to correct those faults. The
government's objective is not to return to the good old
days under the Labor government with its archaic
prison system. It wants correctional facilities that put
the emphasis on rehabilitation and integration into the
community. The bill gives the government the
opportunity to combine that aim with the provisions in
the bill concerning the international transfer of foreign
nationals who are prisoners in overseas gaols.
I admit I had some initial concerns about the legislation.
I understood and appreciated the implications of the
commonwealth legislation and its relevance to the
states in terms of enacting enabling legislation. I was
also aware of some of the differences associated with
international correctional systems. Here in Victoria the
focus is very much on rehabilitation and integration.
Overseas the focus in many of the countries I visited as
well as those I researched is simply on punishment.
There is a stark contrast between the management and
administration of those correctional facilities and those
of the facilities in Victoria
Recently I was in Singapore and visited Changi prison.
I will not say I had the pleasure of visiting there.
Changi was used as a prisoner of war correctional
facility during World War IT when Singapore was
occupied by the Japanese. Although there have been
some improvements and upgrades it is still a very dark,
disturbing place with facilities I would describe simply
as inhumane. If one compared the conditions in Changi
with the conditions in Victoria's correctional
institutions one would find a stark contrast.

In his second-reading speech the minister focused
particularly on prisoners gaining the necessary skills for
integration into the community once they have served
their time, suffered the punishment and accounted for
the offences committed One hopes they then go back
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into society and do not re-offend. The dilemma is how
one interprets the word 'punishment'. My personal
view - possibly many honourable members will not
agree with me - is that punishment is first and
foremost a deterrent. It is not there to say, 'If you get
caught you will be punished'. It should say, 'If you are
caught certain sanctions must be applied to you'.
Deterrent and rehabilitation are two crucial issues.
During my experience as a Victorian police officer I
learnt that the thought of punishment was not part of the
psychological decision-making process of a person who
was about to commit a crime. Such a person usually
believes he or she will not get caught. The courts know
that. That is why I reiterate that incarceration is an
absolute last resort.
As previous speakers said, Victoria has approximately
2800 prisoners of whom approximately 470 are foreign
nationals, mostly nationals of participating European
countries and the USA. One would therefore assume
that the enactment of the new legislation will greatly
benefit the reduction of Victoria's prison population.

Some countries impose harsher penalties than those
imposed for the same crimes in Australia. However, the
bill allows the minister to decide whether to continue
such penalties after taking into account the appropriate
Victorian penalty. All states in Australia will be party to
this important bill. The nonsensical argument about
prison populations and crime rates put forward by the
opposition is absolute rubbish and I condemn it All that
aside, I support the bill.
Bon. SUE WILDING (Chelsea) - I shall make a
few comments on the International Transfer of
Prisoners Bill. Its aims, which are twofold, are based on
humanitarian grounds. The first aim is that overseas
prisoners return home to complete their sentences so
they can have the support of families and friends and be
rehabilitated into their own communities. The second is
to allow foreign prisoners in Victorian gaols to return to
their countries for family support and to become
accustomed to joining their home town communities.
At present 35 countries are parties to the European
convention on the transfer of international prisoners.
There are also a number of countries that I regard as
non-member parties to that convention. Those countries
include Canada, the United States of America and
Australia At present 167 Australians are prisoners
overseas. Of those, 75 have already been sentenced and
the other 92 are either awaiting trial or have been
convicted and are now awaiting sentence. Of those,
50 per cent are in Greece, Thailand, New Zealand or
the United Kingdom. Of the 167 Australian prisoners
12 have named Victoria as their home state or where
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their next ofkin live. It is estimated that a further 20 or
so prisoners wish to come back to Victoria to serve the
balances of their sentences. In a number of cases the
full details are unavailable so the number could be
higher than that
When I first read the bill I was concerned at the length
of sentences given to some Australian nationals,
particularly in certain Asian countries. I made further
inquiries and would like to share with you, Mr Deputy
President, the realities of those sentences. The figures to
which I refer were provided by the Department of
Foreign Affairs and Trade and relate to Australians
released from Thai prisons after serving drug -related
sentences.
A female was sentenced to imprisonment for natural
life and released after 10 years. A male was sentenced
to death, which was commuted to imprisonment for
natural life. The sentence was further commuted to
35 years but he was released after 11 years. Another
man was sentenced to imprisonment for natural life.
The sentence was commuted to 40 years imprisonment
and he was released after 10 years. Another male was
sentenced to death. The sentence was commuted to
imprisonment for natural life and he was released after
9 years. A male was sentenced to 25 years
imprisonment and was released after 6Y2 years. Another
male was sentenced to 25 years imprisonment and
released after 13 years. Those figures confirm that Thai
officials sentence their prisoners to terms of
imprisonment of 40 or 50 years or even the for the term
of their natural lives.

There are some 212 prisoners from European
convention countries in Victorian gaols, and the
majority of them are most likely to want to leave our
gaols and go back to their home countries such as the
United Kingdom, the United States of America and
Canada. They are the most likely prisoners to apply to
be returned to their home towns. The final result will be
that more prisoners will be leaving Victorian gaols than
will be returning to Victoria
The legislation has arisen from the European
Convention on the Transfer of Sentenced Prisoners, to
which Australia would become a non-member party.
The scheme has already been agreed to by the
commonwealth and state Attorneys-General and the
legislation is reciprocal to the commonwealth
International Transfer of Prisoners Act 1997.
I support the bill.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.

Third reading
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - By leave, I move:
That this bill be now read a third time.

I thank honourable members for their contributions.
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.

In reality they are pardoned much earlier in Thailand
because there is no parole system in that country.
Offenders spend about the same time locked away.

Prior to a transfer either to or from Victorian prisons
not only must everybody be in agreement on the fuet
that the prisoner will be transferred, but the parole
period, the length of sentence and all other details must
also be agreed to by the prisoner and both the
governments concerned, and approved by the Victorian
Minister for Corrections.
Prisoners who return to Victoria will be deemed to be
federal prisoners rather than coming under the
Victorian jurisdiction, which enables the federal
government to take control of them. The legislation will
not allow the removal of foreign prisoners from
Victorian gaols against their wishes; it is not a way of
deporting people. There must be agreement on the part
of all persons concerned.

Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Sessional orders
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - I move:
That so much of the sessional orders be suspended as would
prevent new business being taken after 10 p.m. during the
sitting of the Council this day.

Motion agreed to.
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is modelled on the Mineral Resources Development
Act 1990.

Second reading
Debate resumed from 21 October; motion of
Hon. G. R. CRAlGE (Minister for Roads and Ports).

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS (Jika Jika) - The
opposition does not formally oppose the bill, much of
which flows from federal legislation and has been
supported in the past by the opposition. However, I
want to make a number of points and I would like also
to take the bill into the committee stage because the
opposition is concerned about a number of the clauses.
Hon. G. R. Craige - Do it now while you are
debating it
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - The opposition
has decided not to make an issue and call for a division

on the bill, but it wants to go into committee for the
reason that the minister does not want it to go into
committee, and that is because in the committee stage
we might be able to ask the minister some questions
about the bill. If the minister does not feel like
answering the questions, he does not answer them; that
is the way he likes to operate.
Obviously the minister has no idea of what the bill is
about ifhe is so concerned about going into committee
and answering a few questions on the bill that he has
brought before the house - which is the way this place
is supposed to operate, for the minister's information.
That is what the opposition is supposed to do scrutinise legislation, ask questions and see whether the
minister has any answers.
The purpose of the bill is to encourage exploration and
production activity in the Victorian petroleum and
mining industries. It does this in two ways: firstly, by
providing operators with a greater security of tenure;
and secondly, by reducing constraints on potential
development.

There are four types of exploration permits: initial
five-year leases with an option for renewal over 50 per
cent of the land area for a further five years; retention
leases, which grant the right to retain petroleum
discoveries for future development; production
licences; and special access authorisation, which is the
right to explore but not to discover or drill.
All land under the legislation will be covered by
competitive tender. If underground storage areas are left
idle the minister may excise unused reservoirs and
make them available by competitive tender.
Petroleum operations are prohibited on wilderness
Crown land On parks Crown land, which includes
national, state and other parks, operations may take
place on application to the minister. Application must
also be made to the minister for operations on restricted
Crown land For operations to take place on
unrestricted Crown land a minister must be consulted.
The bill deals with a broad range of issues. The bill
provides for operations on private land with
compensation, advance notification, consultation and
rehabilitation. It provides for exploration where no
planning permit is necessary. Production cannot be
prohibited under the legislation. The bill also provides
for rehabilitation bonds and royalties on production at
10 per cent of wellhead current value, but with the
agreement of the minister and following consultation
with the Treasurer differing royalty agreements may be
entered into. It also provides for the appointment of
petroleum inspectors to ensure compliance and
enforcement of occupational health and safety matters.
I will say more about that during the course of the
debate.

Increasing the rate of exploration will have virtually no
effect on the market for petroleum within Victoria It
will, however, lead to a short-term increase in
employment in the oil exploration industry. Insofar as
the exploration is successful it may also lead to a
short-term increase in the value of royalties received by
the state.

The proposed extension of the exploration period from
two to five years will provide explorers with the
capacity to develop their work programs over a longer
period than is currently permitted, while at the same
time enabling them to vary their activities in accordance
with the business cycle. On balance this proposed
change seems reasonable and is not opposed by the
opposition. It is hoped the extension of the exploration
permits by a further three years to five years will enable
a greater level of planning in exploration in Victoria.

The opposition has some concerns about the legislation
in that arguably it provides excessive encouragement at
the cost of the environment. The key features of the bill
are that it was initiated by industry and developed after
the review of the Petroleum (Submerged Lands) Act; it

Retention leases will provide explorers with the
opportunity of delaying the development of their
discoveries for up to 15 years. That is the sort of
standard criteria which is applied from time to time and
which is designed not necessarily to force discoveries to
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immediate production but to encourage activity in
exploration even when there is no likelihood of life for
the development of the fields for up to 15 years. There
may be some concerns about retention leases, but the
bill is designed to allow for an orderly process of
discovery and development of the fields.

made under the clause. For example, the bill does not
provide for the variations that might be granted under
clause 156 to be published in the Government Gazette.
That means variations can be made and kept secret. The
opposition will raise that issue in the committee stage
and seek a response on it from the minister.

The bill proposes some safeguards against any
unreasonable speculative delay in development.
Specifically clause 44 provides that the minister may
require the holder of a retention lease to evaluate the
commercial viability of petroleum production in the
lease area and report to the minister in writing the
results of the re-evaluation. The minister may require
the leaseholder to apply for a production licence in
respect of the area covered in clause 45. The opposition
has some concerns about clause 44, and I intend to raise
those concerns with the minister in the committee stage.
Broadly speaking the opposition seeks an assurance that
the minister will seek such advice as he or she requires
in order to make the decisions provided for in
clause 44.

There has been inadequate consultation on planning
and environmental control issues. Proper consultation
should have occurred on exploration and production
rights that do not require full planning approval. The
bill should contain a greater level of safeguards. The
house may not be aware that the bill is extremely broad
and applies not only to small exploration areas where
drilling may occur but also to the production of
petroleum. It takes within its ambit such matters as the
production and exploration facilities at Shell, Esso and
other major companies.

Clause 11 provides that the bill will apply to all land in
Victoria, although under clause 12 the minister may
exempt land from the application of the act. Clause 38
requires the consent of the minister for the carrying out
of petroleum operations on any land Clause 37 bars
petroleum operations on wilderness land However,
unlike the Minerals Resources Development Act the
bill provides almost unrestricted access to land for
petroleum operators. The Minerals Resources
Development Act specifies which land is not available
for exploration, mining and searching, and it is a pity
the government did not see fit to include the section of
that act which identifies and specifies the land that is
not available for exploration and instead chose this
broad-brush approach.

In addition the Minerals Resources Development Act
provides that the minister may require an environment
effects statement if in the opinion of the minister any
proposed work will have a material impact on the
environment - and it would have been good to have
included section 45 of the Minerals Resources
Development Act in that context.
Clause 156 of the bill enables the minister on the
application of the holder ofa production licence to vary
the royalty rate previously specified. This provision will
enable production to take place from sources that would
otherwise be uneconomic. The opposition has some
concerns about clause 156. It is another of the clauses I
will refer to the minister in the committee stage. There
appears to be no provision in the bill for independent
and objective verification of the decisions that would be

Recently the community has become increasingly
concerned at the safety and inspection of the production
and exploration facilities in this industry. The two
significant events that occurred recently, the explosion
at the Esse Longford plant and certain incidents at the
Shell refinery in Geelong, are a grave concern to all
Victorians.
The provisions in the bill deal with inspections and,
consequently, cover issues relating to the authorisation
of inspectors, emergencies, offences and the range of
powers provided to inspectors so they can carry out
their functions. The opposition applauds the
inspection-related clauses because they are stronger
than the current provisions applied under the
Occupational Health and Safety Act. The provisions
relating to safety and inspections introduced by this bill
are a significant improvement on the watered-down
provisions and regulations introduced by the
government under the Occupational Health and Safety
Act However, I make the point that when the bill was
introduced and the new provisions were canvassed,
they were welcomed on the basis that they would apply
to the petroleum production and exploration areas.
Since the introduction of this bill, the government has
introduced further legislation that effectively removes
the power of occupational health and safety inspectors
to inspect petroleum production and exploration
facilities. Apparently, approximately six inspectors at
the Department of Natural Resources and Environment
will carry out the inspections of petroleum production
and exploration facilities. It is another example of the
government not having a clue about safety inspections
and is a real cause of concern. At the end of the day
nobody will know who is supposed to inspect what.
Will it be the inspectors at the Department of Natural
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Resources and Environment or those at the Victorian
Workcover Authority, which has taken over the role of
the fOlIDer occupational health and safety inspectors?
The opposition wants those questions answered and it is
one reason why the bill should be committed. It is
impossible to obtain answers to these questions unless
the minister is forced to answer them during the
committee stage.
Given that the bill deals with safety issues and
inspections, I refer the house to the Shell petroleum
refinery at Geelong, The history of the Shell Geelong
plant is extraordinary. In September 1994 several
explosions and a fire occurred which resulted in the
death ofMr Stanley Martella and burns to 80 per cent
ofMr Peter McColl's body.
The matter was investigated by none other than the
current head of the organisation, Mr Glenn Sargent,
who attended the site.

In April 1995 another major incident involved the rapid
and uncontrolled release of hydrochloric acid, which
sprayed an apprentice named David Wright, who was
an employee ofDannan United Engineering Pty Ltd,
subcontractors of Shell. In mid to late 1995 the Country
Fire Authority, through its risk manager, formally
complained to the VWA about the appalling
occupational health and safety and dangerous goods
standards that prevailed at the Geelong Shell refinery,
and the CFA asked the authority to get fair dinkum
about Shell at Geelong. Finally, the CFA undertook an
audit of the Shell refinery in conjunction with the
Workcover Authority, which found some 150 items
that were not in compliance.
That happened back in 1995. Since then safety has been
deregulated and Victoria has had an inspection regime
that is not, as the Treasurer has attempted to say, up to
world best practice. The inspection regime proposed by
the bill is a significant improvement on the previous
regime.

In August and September 1996 major industrial action
was taken by workers at the Shell refinery, who were
completely fed up with the delaying tactics of Shell
management, which continued to show open contempt
for safety processes and inspections. As a result of that
industrial action, a safety inspector attended the site.
After speaking with all the parties to the dispute, he
concluded that the workers had reason to be concerned
and issued a prohibition notice. Unfortunately, the
prohibition notice was reluctantly withdrawn by the
then inspector on instructions from his superior at the
VWA. Soon after, there was prolonged industrial action
at the refinery involving a walkout by workers and the
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assembling of picket lines. That is the extent to which
the workers at Shell had to go to get some action on
safety at the refinery!
Recently a number of inspectors from the CFA and the
Workcover Authority went down to the Shell refinery
at Geelong and found some horrendous
problems, many of which had been identified in the
1995 joint examination by the Country Fire Authority
and the VWA. It has been suggested that up to 75 per
cent of the issues identified in 1995 have still not been
addressed. That is indicative of the fact that the
government keeps washing its hands of the significant
safety issues involved in the running of major
refineries, which have the largest amounts of dangerous
goods in the state.
Essentially, Victoria has four or five major areas that
are at extreme risk from the explosion of flammable
goods - Coode Island, the Shell refinery at Geelong,
the Mobil Altona refinery, and the Esso plant at
Longford Each of those four areas is at the highest
level of acute danger.

In the past few months Victoria has seen major crises
develop at both Shell in Geelong and Esso in Longford
The attitude of the government has been, 'It's not our
fault It doesn't matter that Esso didn't have a
dangerous goods licence when the explosion occurred
down there. It doesn't matter that the dangerous goods
licence was granted on a 2%-hour inspection of
102 separate items. It doesn't matter that over the past
two years the massive site has been inspected an
average of 18 times a year when in the previous eight
years prior to the government's deregulation of safety
the average number of inspections a year at the
Longford plant was not 18 but 120'. In the eight years
prior to deregulation there were six times as many
inspections at Longford as there have been in the past
two years!
The absurd situation then arose of the Minister for
Finance coming into the house and saying, 'Eighteen
inspections a year is not too bad'. He made a big thing
of 37 inspections having been carried out over the past
two years, until he suddenly realised that the previous
950 inspections over the previous eight years may have
been a better record! Safety in the state is being
compromised because of the government's actions.
At the end of the day if there is not a police force one
cannot blame the community for increased crime. If we
do not have safety inspectors one cannot blame
employers for a reduction in safety requirements in the
work:place. Employers have a responsibility to ensure
safety in the workplace, but the government is
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responsible for ensuring that the workplace is properly
monitored and inspected. That is the central point. It is
no different from any other area the state regulates. It is
the driver's responsibility to drive a car safely but it is
the responsibility of the government and the police
force to ensure that laws are enforced and that people
live up to their responsibilities. That has not taken place
at the Longford site or at Shell in Geelong.
The government has failed in at least two of the four
most dangerous areas. The bill seeks to upgrade the
inspection regime in the petroleum industry, which the
opposition welcomes, but it is somewhat late. The
problem is that, having introduced legislation to allow
occupational health and safety officers to make
inspections, the government will introduce other
legislation on the sly that will take away the right of
those inspectors to inspect exploration sites. The
government will hand that over to inspectors of the
Department of Natural Resources and Environment.
The government gives with one hand and takes away
with the other.
We had the absurd situation earlier today where the
minister responsible for safety in this state informed the
house that the Victorian Workcover Authority had
received the licence application from Esso before
26 August, yet the actual licence application lists the
date as 29 September. The government and the minister
have been caught out time and again on the presentation
of information to the house.
Safety has become an acute problem that must be
addressed comprehensively, but it is not being
addressed by the government. I hope the government
will take seriously some of the provisions in the bill that
relate to safety inspections and put resources, energy
and real will into safety inspections and into ensuring
safe workplaces in the state.
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Without dwelling on the important contemporary
nature of the bill, it must be understood that the industry
is vital to the state. Oil and gas exploration have
become a central component to the economic wealth
and health of Victoria since the commencement of
production from the Gippsland Basin in the late 1960s.
It is with some pride that I declare that not only do I
have an interest in the legislation but I also represent an
area of the state where the first oil discoveries were
made. In 1924 the first oil discoveries were made at
Lake Bunga near Lakes Entrance in Gippsland I
understand they were the first discoveries in Australia.
That led to investment in approximately 100 wells
during the 1920s in Gippsland to determine the extent
of available oil. Those explorations did not confum
commercial yields but indicated the presence of oil and
gas. It was from that early base that further discoveries
were made offshore. It is important that we recognise
the importance of the onshore exploration activity.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - Is there still one at
Bunga?
Hon. PHll.JP DAVIS - There are no active wells
onshore. However, although the Lake Bunga well
provided limited quantities for some time, it was not
commercially viable. There are exploration leases
throughout the Gippsland Basin. It is of some interest to
me that at one time I owned a parcel of land that had
one of the Woodside Petroleum wells on it. It was
securely capped. When moving mobs of sheep past that
well I sometimes contemplated the challenge of
removing the cap to investigate the available
production. However, because I was conscious of
compliance requirements I resisted the temptation
because I knew I would have to apply for an
exploration licence.
It goes without saying that such a significant piece of

The opposition will not oppose the bill. However,
during the committee stage it will seek assurances from
the government about specific provisions.
Hon. PHILIP DAVIS (Gippsland) - I am
delighted to have the opportunity to speak on the
Petroleum Bill, which is important for this state because
it brings into a contemporary framework the legislative
regime under which Victoria's onshore petroleum
exploration and production industry operates. The bill
will replace the principal act of 1958, which is now
40 years out of date. It has had few modifications over
that period. With the evolution of contemporary
business practice and mining exploration technology it
is evident that the provisions of the principal act are
redundant and present difficulties.

legislation has been given full and proper consideration
by the government As part of that consideration a
significant effort has been made to consult with the key
stakeholders. The industry, in the form of explorers, has
been invited to discuss the legislation with the
government. Further, the industry, represented by the
Australian Petroleum Production and Exploration
Association, has been consulted, as have the Victorian
Farmers Federation and the Environment Protection
Authority. Comments have been sought also from
conservation and land management groups. Therefore it
is important to recognise the effort the government has
made to ensure that all issues have been taken into
account in deliberating on the introduction of the bill to
bring forward to contemporary standards the proper
framework for the exploration and production industry.
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It is important to note that not only have the significant
discoveries of gas and oil in the Gippsland Basin added
to our wealth but also that geographically western
Victoria has significant further potential. Therefore we
need to understand something about the history of the
Otway Basin. As early as 1892 the first attempts were
made to discover oil in the atway Basin when wells
were drilled at Kingston in South Australia as part of an
early attempt at discovery, but not until the 1980s were
commercial quantities of gas found and harnessed from
the atway Basin. We understand the cities of Portland
and Warrnambool are now supplied with reticulated gas
from the Otway Basin; they are now the only Victorian
locations with on-tap natural gas supplies not derived
from the Gippsland gas fields.

My remarks will go to the essence of the bill. Its
purpose is to assist the industry by providing
encouragement to reduce the burden of regulatory
imposts on the industry, securing the rights of the
explorers in investment returns from their efforts,
particularly in capturing the benefit of the intellectual
property they may develop in undertaking their
explorations, and ensuring they are encouraged to
pursue that goal while not at risk oflosing the benefit of
the efforts they have made.
On balance, that comes down to establishing a proper
licence for the ownership of the intellectual property.
The bill deals with that aspect. It is also important to the
balance of and access to the ownership of the resource
to ensure there are proper access arrangements to
private and public land The bill sets out a clear
structure which enables all parties to understand their
rights and obligations. It is important to recognise that
the opportunity exists under the bill to provide access to
Crown land, including parks, but with important
codicils attached to ensure there is no adverse impact
on the environmental and conservation values of those
sites. Where there is production from wells on private
land there will be a recognition of the rights of the
land-holders in regard to the impact of the activity on
the sites, and of the fact that the Crown should receive
appropriate royalties.

I could make a more significant contnbution to the
debate, but given that the second-reading speech was so
extensive in outlining the provisions of the bill and that
the house will move to the committee stage, as I
understand what the Leader of the Opposition said
during his contribution, there will be ample opportunity
for me to substantially expand on further points during
the committee stage. Therefore I intend to conclude my
remarks by signifying my support for the bill, and I
look forward to joining the debate in the committee
stage.

Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Ordered to be committed next day.

VICTORIAN COLLEGE OF THE ARTS
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) -

I

move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The Victorian College of the Arts was established in
1972 as an elite arts training institution. It was an
affiliated college of the Victoria Institute of Colleges.
Its mission was to promote excellence in all fields of
the arts.
The college has an outstanding reputation and its
graduates include a number of leading artists,
musicians, film-makers and dancers. The college has
expanded over time and now includes six schools,
offering programs in art, drama, music, dance, film and
television, and studies in creative arts.
The Victorian College of the Arts is arguably the
pre-eminent arts training institution in Australia and has
a number of features which are unique in the world
These include in particular the concentration on a single
campus in an arts precinct in the centre of a major city,
of six creative arts disciplines, and the special form of
association which exists between the college and a
leading university. The college's international
benchmarking partners include the Juilliard School in
New York, the Royal College of Music in London and
the Amsterdam School of Arts, all world leaders in arts
training.
Despite its progressive expansion and the success of its
programs over a number of years, the college is small
for a higher education institution and the programs it offers are expensive. Unlike other specialised arts
training institutions the college receives all of its core
funding through higher education funding arrangements
provided by the commonwealth Department of
Employment, Education and Youth Affairs. The
funding rates from DEETYA are less generous than
those provided to bodies such as the Australian Film
and Television School and the National Institute of
Dramatic Arts (NIDA), and the college faces
continuing difficulties in developing its high-quality
programs in a cost-effective manner.
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I am pleased to report that my commonwealth
colleague, the Minister for Communications, the
Information Economy and the Arts, has provided a
grant of $10 million to assist in capital developments at
the college.
The Victorian government is providing $300 000 to
finance an endowment campaign to generate an
independent income stream to support the college
programs. This extends a grant of $2.5 million
previously made by the government to provide
equipment for multimedia programs in the college's
School of Film and Television.
The Victorian College of the Arts is fortunate in its
relationship with the University of Melbourne with
which it is affiliated. The degrees which are offered are
those of the university and programs are approved by
the university's academic board However, the college
is a separate legal entity and employs its own staff so
that an arts culture which differs in some important
respects from the academic culture of a major research
university can be maintained.
Last year the government undertook a review of
governance arrangements in Victorian universities.
That review made a number of recommendations to
reduce size of councils, streamline administrative
arrangements, and simplify necessary government
approval mechanisms. It also clarified the
complementary roles of councils for strategic policy
development, governance and accountability;
academic boards for oversight of academic affairs; and
institutional administrators for management decisions.
The changes that were recommended were
incorporated in legislation to amend university acts in
1997. They are now in operation and are working
effectively.
The Victorian College of the Arts is not a university
and its governance arrangements were not considered
in last year's review. However, the principles which
were followed in making recommendations for
universities are equally applicable to the college, and
the current financial pressures that it faces make it
essential that its governance arrangements are as
efficient and effective as possible.
Earlier this year my colleague the Minister for Tertiary
Education and Training established a review
committee comprising Mr Peter Laver, Chancellor of
Victoria University of Technology and former chair of
the National Board of Education and Training;
Emeritus Professor Elwyn Davies, Chair of Victoria's
higher education committee; and Dr lan AlIen, Deputy
Secretary and Director of Higher Education in the

Department of Education, to review governance
arrangements at the college.
The committee was asked to apply the principles of the
governance review which had been applied in the
universities review but to take account of the particular
circumstances of the college including its special
relationship with the University of Melbourne, its
small size, and its special focus on the arts.
The committee visited the college on a number of
occasions, consulted with students, staff and council
and with the University of Melbourne, and presented
its report to my colleague in June this year. The
committee made a number of recommendations which
he has accepted and which are incorporated in the
legislative provisions contained in the bill.
I would like to acknowledge the government's
appreciation of the work done by the review committee
and to thank the committee members for their
contributions.
Major provisions of the bill include:

Reducing council size from 26 to 18 members and
removing several categories of membership to
provide greater flexibility in appointing to the
council individuals with the special expertise which
is required.
Provision for appointment of overseas members to
the council as has been done for universities.
Simplification of the processes for filling casual
vacancies on council and approval of statutes.
Amendment of the membership and purpose of the
Board of Studies to provide a sharper focus on
academic matters.
Amendments to powers to borrow money and
acquire and dispose of property to bring them into
line with corresponding arrangements for
universities.
Council membership changes will take effect from the
beginning of next year. The bill includes transition
arrangements for the move to the new council structure
which follow the pattern used for amendments to
university councils last year.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned for Hon. D. A. NARDELLA
(Melbourne North) on motion of Hon. M. M. Gould.
Debate adjourned until next day.
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pageant or celebration during lunchtime or other
non-instruction time, or off school premises.

EDUCATION (AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) move:

I

That this bill be now read a second time.

The Education (Amendment) Bill 1998 amends the
Education Act 1958 to facilitate the holding of
religious pageants, special events or celebrations of
festivals in state schools. The bill will also repeal
outdated provisions relating to special education in
state schools.
Many state schools in our culturally diverse state
celebrate significant religious events with pageants or
celebrations as part of the religious and cultural life of
the school community. Parents and students delight in
participating in activities that hold special meaning for
them and for other members of the school community.
The preparation for the pageant or the holding of the
pageant may include some element of religious
instruction. For example, it may involve an address by
a minister or priest, or the teaching of the meaning and
significance of a religious song.
At present any religious instruction associated with the
preparation and holding of a pageant must comply with
section 23 of the Education Act. That section limits the
circumstances in which religious instruction may be
given in state schools. Section 23(2) provides that
when religious instruction is given in any state school
during the hours set apart for the instruction of pupils,
it must be given by accredited representatives of
religious bodies who are approved by the minister, it
must be given on the basis of the normal class
organisation of the school (except where the particular
circumstances of the school cause the minister to
authorise some other basis) and attendance for
religious instruction must not be compulsory.
This section requires that any religious instruction
associated with the preparation for religious pageants,
special events or celebrations of festivals can be
undertaken at school, during normal instruction hours,
but only on a class-by-class basis. If the religious
instructors want to bring a number of classes together
to practise, they can only do so during lunchtime,
before or after normal school hours or off the school
premises.
If the pageant, special event or celebration of a festival
involves a religious address or other religious
instruction to pupils, a school can only conduct the

This complex situation has the potential for creating
unnecessary barriers to communities celebrating
significant events, and for creating unfortunate
anomalies. For example, a school with a convenient
nearby facility could permit its students to spend time
during school hours at the facility preparing or
conducting a religious event. Meanwhile, another
school that permitted its classes to combine for a short
time on school premises on a single occasion to
prepare for or celebrate a religious event could be in
breach of the act.
To remedy these anomalies and to facilitate the holding
of pageants, the bill authorises the minister to permit
religious instruction to be given in state schools during
the hours set apart for the instruction of students on a
basis other than a class-by-class basis, if the religious
instruction forms part of the preparation or conduct of
a pageant, special event or celebration of a festival.
We live in a culturally diverse society that includes
people with various religious beliefs, people with no
interest in religion and, in some cases, people with
strongly held opposition to any teaching of religion. In
recognition of the diversity of our community and the
range of beliefs about religion, the bill provides that
any event that involves religious instruction will
continue to be voluntary, as mandated by
section 23(2)(c) of the act.
I turn to the other matter the bill deals with - namely,
the repeal of division 2 of part 4 of the Education Act
1958. This government is committed to providing all
students with disabilities and impairments access to the
highest quality educational opportunities. Consistent
with that commitment, the Program for Students with
Disabilities and Impairments enables parents of
students with disabilities and impairments to choose
where the student is educated, whether that is in a
regular state school or a special school. Parents with
the assistance of their local school are requested to
provide the department with information and expert
opinions about their child The department then
determines whether additional funding should be
allocated to the school chosen by the parents to meet
the needs of the student and the level of funding that
will be made available.
Division 2 of part 4 of the act refers to 'handicapped
children', a term which is no longer used It imposes a
duty upon parents of children who appear to be
handicapped to notify the minister in writing and gives
the minister the power to direct a child to undertake
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special education. It also refers to the establishment of
special schools, which duplicates the powers in
section 21 of the act, and it gives the minister the
discretion to establish a special education authority.
The provisions of division 2 of part 4 are outdated and
no longer reflect the choices currently available to
parents consistent with the Program for Students with
Disabilities and Impairments conducted by the
department. The special education authority is not used
to assess a child's disability, and parents are no longer
directed to present their children for examination, nor
is a child directed to undertake special education.
Parents are given as much choice as possible about
where and how their children will be educated.
The bill repeals division 2 part 4 of the act and a new
provision, section 25AA, will replace section 64I.
Section 25AA states that a parent is not required to
contribute to the cost of providing additional support in
a state school for a student with a disability or
impairment.
Accompanying the repeal of this division, and as
announced earlier this year, the Department of
Education is to establish a panel of experts to assist the
secretary in reviewing individual applications made to
the Program for Students with Disabilities and
Impairments.
The panel will be called upon to advise and assist the
secretary to the department to review applications for
funding under the Program for Students with
Disabilities and Impairments. It will comprise three
members drawn from a list of seven persons each of
whom will be experts in a particular field of disability
or impairment. It will be able to operate without
formality, and to provide independent
recommendations to the department.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Hon. M. M. GOULD
(Doutta Galla).
Debate adjourned until next day.

TRANSFER OF LAND (SINGLE REGISTER)
BILL
Second reading
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.
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There are at present two systems of private land
ownership in Victoria. Most privately owned land is
held under the Transfer Of Land Act 1958, known as
the Torrens system. Under this system, ownership of
land is recorded by the Registrar of Titles on a folio of
the register guaranteed by the state and evidenced by a
certificate of title issued by the state. This system was
introduced in October 1862.
Prior to the introduction of this system, ownership of
land was proven by showing a grant from the Crown,
together with a series of deeds recording all subsequent
transactions with the land The Torrens system was
intended to completely replace this cumbersome and
expensive system.
Land disposed of by the Crown before the introduction
of the Torrens system remained under the earlier
system, also known as old law or general law land,
unless converted to the Torrens system. Memorials of
dealings in general law land are recorded in the Office
of the Registrar-General pursuant to the Property Law
Act 1958.
It is widely acknowledged that title to general law land
is less marketable and less acceptable as security than a
Torrens system title. There are several reasons for this.
First. ownership is not guaranteed by the state. Second,
it is expensive to trace and gather together the records
of the complete series of transactions with the property.
Third, since the advent of the Subdivision Act 1988,
general law land cannot be subdivided without fIrst
being converted to the Torrens system.

During the 136 years that the Torrens system has been
operating, owners of general law land have been able to
apply to the Registrar of Titles to convert the title to the
Torrens system. Today, there remain an estimated
35000 parcels of land, representing approximately
3 per cent of the area of this state, which do not have
the benefit of the simpler and state-guaranteed Torrens
system. This bill provides a means for the complete
elimination of privately owned general law land. When
this is achieved, all owners of land will have the benefIt
of a Torrens system title.
The process of automation of the land title records
began some years ago and the government is moving to
complete the process over the next two years. The
continued existence of general law titles remains an
impediment to full records automation. Their
elimination will assist in achieving a single, fully
automated register of private land ownership.
The traditional method of converting general law land
to the Torrens system is by application under section 9
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of the Transfer Of Land Act 1958. These applications
are expensive, as the applicant must prove ownership to
the Registrar of Titles. In 1986, the Transfer of Land
(Conversion) Act was introduced, which provided three
additional conversion schemes to bring general law
land under the Torrens system more quickly and cost
effectively.
The key feature of these schemes is that the cost and
time taken in conversion is reduced by enabling the
Registrar of Titles to rely on the investigation of the
transactions which establish ownership made by legal
practitioners on behalf of their clients. The registrar can
convert the general law title to a Torrens system title by
relying on a legal practitioner's certificate establishing
that the applicant has a good safe holding and
marketable title, without any examination of title by the
registrar. Although these simplified schemes have
worked well in practice, the anticipated rate of
conversion has not been achieved. Accordingly, the
government proposes to seek to accelerate the rate of
conversion.
This bill will continue, but further simplify, the
conversion schemes introduced in 1986. It will close
the register kept by the Registrar-General under the
Property Law Act 1958 to further registrations; it will
require the recording of transactions in general law land
to be made under the Transfer Ofl..and Act; and it will
provide a simplified procedure for conversions to be
initiated by the Registrar of Titles.
The changes proposed will mean that, in practice, all
general law parcels which are transacted will be
converted to the Torrens system. Land which has been
long held by institutional owners, family trusts and the
like, government land such as railways and roads, and
other land not normally transacted may be brought
under the Torrens system by voluntary applications or
by conversions initiated by the registrar. The result will
be a significant increase in the rate of conversion
leading to the ultimate elimination of general law land.
Apart from the legislative changes proposed, the
government has already introduced a number of
initiatives designed to encourage conversion of general
law land Specifically, those initiatives are:
1. the creation of a library of genera1law title
searches, any of which are available to
customers for only the photocopy costs. The
copy search, updated ifnecessary, can be used in
a conversion application, significantly reducing
title search costs;
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2. the payment of a subsidy to cover the majority
of the cost of a title search where a copy search
is not yet available from the search library;
3. a significant reduction in the fees payable on
certain applications for conversion;
4. the identification. from existing records, of
genera1law parcels and the creation of a title
plan for each parcel identified; and
5. the undertaking of surveys of two areas of the
state for which no survey information has ever
been available, enabling accurate identification
of general law parcels and the preparation of title
plans for these parcels.

In this context, on behalf of the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management I am pleased to
announce that over $4 million has been made available
from the Estate Agents Guarantee Fund to finance these
initiatives and the conduct of a community education
program to encourage voluntary conversion. The
funding has been approved by the Minister for Fair
Trading and I would like to take this opportunity on
behalf of the Minister for Conservation and Land
Management to thank both the Estate Agents Council
and the Minister for Fair Trading for their support for
these important initiatives.
I n~w ~ to the.b.i1l. The bill repeals the land dealings
regIstratIon proVISIons in the Property Law Act 1958
and provides that no document affecting land may be
registered under that act. This change will require any
party dealing in general law land who desires
registration to proceed under the Transfer Of Land Act
1958.
The bill repeals all the existing conversion provisions in
the Transfer Of Land Act 1958 and re-enacts the three
legal practitioner's certificate-based conversion
schemes introduced by the 1986 legislation. The
procedures for conversion under these schemes will
remain unchanged, save that any transaction may be
evidenced by the simpler form of document already
approved for use under the Transfer of Land Act 1958.
Also, the registrar will not require a formal plan of
survey where other evidence can sufficiently identify a
parcel of land.

In addition to these conversion schemes, three other
means of conversion are provided for in the bill. The
~ n~ conversion scheme requires a person seeking
regIstratIon of a document which evidences a
transaction in general law land to register under the
Transfer of Land Act. The second new conversion
scheme provides for an application to be made for
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conversion without requiring production of a legal
practitioner's certificate. The third new conversion
scheme allows the registrar to initiate a conversion.
The bill introduces two additional forms of folio of the
register - namely, identified folios and provisional
folios. An identified folio may be created by the
registrar when a parcel of general law land is identified.
The folio will usually contain only a description of the
land. Notifications of interests may be recorded on such
a folio and the registrar may create a folio upon a
notification of an interest being lodged. A recorded
notification will have status and authority much the
same as a caveat under section 89 of the Transfer of
Land Act.

An identified folio will be essentially a Torrens system
tag for a general law parcel. No registered proprietor
will be disclosed in an identified folio and a certificate
of title will not be issued. General law priority rules will
continue to apply. The folio will continue to be affected
by all subsisting general law interests.
The other new type of folio is the provisional folio,
which replaces the limited and qualified folios in the
existing schemes. A provisional folio will have the
usual characteristics of a Torrens title, but will remain
subject to subsisting general law interests and may be
subject to other restrictions. A certificate of title will
issue for a provisional folio, and the restrictions
affecting it will be notified on the folio.
Land in a provisional folio cannot be subdivided or
consolidated with other land The folio would need to
be made ordinary before subdivision or consolidation
could proceed. A provisional folio may be granted to an
adverse possessor on meeting the requirements for the
issue of a folio.
Creation of a provisional folio will result from any of
the conversion methods which do not require the
submission of a legal practitioner's certificate. In all of
these cases the general law title will reflect all
registered interests under the Property Law Act, but
will not have been examined by a legal practitioner or
by the registrar. Where the registrar considers it
appropriate, a provisional folio may be created from a
lodgment or application that is accompanied by a legal
practitioner's certificate. However, the registrar's
experience of the existing conversion schemes suggests
that few, if any, provisional folios will be created for
this reason.
The bill maintains the present position that a defect in
title, indicated by a warning on the provisional folio,
ceases to affect land after 15 years. The extinguishment
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of any conflicting rights after 15 years accords with the
usual IS-year limitation period applying to actions
relating to land. A provisional folio based on adverse
possession will become free of warnings, except as to
description, after 15 years, but only after notice and
caveat provisions have been complied with. An
application may be made at any time to remove a
warning, if it can be proven that the defect in title no
longer affects the land This would usually be proven
by production of a legal practitioner's certificate.
At any time before or after the creation of an identified
or provisional folio, the last registered owner under the
general law or the registered proprietor, as the case may
be, may apply for the creation of an ordinary folio. An
application will need to be supported by a full title
search, evidence of capacity to deal with the land and a
legal practitioner's certificate.
Enhanced caveat and notice provisions will ensure that
appropriate protection is given to persons who have or
may have an interest in land the subject of a conversion
or where a warning is sought to be removed from a
title. A mortgagee may apply for conversion, either in
connection with the exercise of a power of sale or
otherwise. The bill deems all general law mortgages
affecting converted titles, both existing and future, to be
mortgages under the Transfer of Land Act. This
provides uniformity of procedures and greater certainty
for mortgagees when exercising their powers.
The bill confers discretionary powers on the registrar to
accept conversion applications. It also contains
deeming provisions, intended to provide clarity and
uniformity in the administration of the Transfer of Land
Act and to protect the efficacy of documents prepared
in the simpler form required by the Transfer of Land
Act where, for some reason, conversion does not occur.
The bill will allow the registrar to return general law
deeds relating to a conversion application or dealing to
the lodging party. This will enable historically
interesting or important documents to be retained by the
property owner.
The effect of this bill on conveyancing procedures will
be minimal. In fact, document simplification should
assist legal practitioners, lenders and others involved in
property transactions. The fee concessions and other
initiatives of which I spoke earlier should act as an
encouragement to conversion.
This is an important bill for the law of real property in
Victoria The bill provides the legal mechanisms to
encourage the conversion of general law land and,
together with the other initiatives already taken, will
accelerate the process of conversion in an economic
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and efficient manner. Extensive consultation with
academics, the legal profession and other interested
groups has seen unanimous support for the elimination
of general law land. The economic benefits of this bill
such as simpler conveyancing, greater certainty of title
and the existence of a single register of all privately
owned land will enhance property development in this
state.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned for Hon. PAT POWER (Jika Jika) on
motion of Hon. M. M. Gould.
Debate adjourned until next day.

LIVESTOCK DISEASE CONTROL
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - I move:
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granting identification numbers, approving
manufacture of devices, and ensuring the integrity of
operating systems.
The new devices will provide for machine reading by
a device that can be operated by persons such as
abattoir operators, stock agents and livestock owners.
Having the devices machine read will speed capture of
the information electronically and enable its use in
international and domestic certification and quality
assurance processes.
The implementation of the permanent identification
arrangements will require additional resourcing by the
livestock industries following an initial injection of
resources by government. Ultimately the livestock
industries will provide the resources necessary long
term and the Australian cattle industry is committed to
its introduction.
The amendments in the bill provide for ensuring the
definition of disease and exotic disease includes a
reference to both diseases and conditions being
covered for controls able to be exercised under the act.

That this bill be now read a second time.

The purpose of this bill is to amend the Livestock
Disease Control Act 1994 to provide for the
introduction of a permanent identification scheme
initially for cattle and to improve the operation of the
legislation.
The Australian livestock industries are operating in an
environment of intense competition and concerns
about the safety of livestock and livestock products
produced for international and domestic trade.
Incidents involving the safety of meat and meat
products have seriously impacted on their
international standing and this in turn has impacted on
Australian prices for livestock and livestock products.
International concerns are being addressed through the
development of quality assurance systems,
certification schemes about the origins of livestock
and monitoring schemes proving freedom from the
occurrence of diseases, conditions and residues to
which livestock are subject.
The amendments to the act contained in this bill will
allow the implementation of the national scheme for
the permanent identification of cattle from later this
year. The scheme will be implemented in Victoria
through the use of permanent whole-of-life
identification devices produced to national standards.
While the process of approving devices will be
standardised by a national advisory body, states will
remain responsible for administering the scheme by

The provisions of the act governing the Sheep and
Goat Compensation Fund currently provide that the
capital of the fund may only be directed to the
payment of compensation for sheep and goats
slaughtered to control ovine Johne's disease. The fund
was established on this basis in 1997 at the request of
the Victorian sheep industry
The ovine Johne's disease control program is to be
broadened to a national control program and the
Victorian sheep industry now wishes to make a
financial contribution from the fund to the national
control program. At present only the interest on the
capital of the fund may be used for projects and
programs such as the national ovine Johne's disease
program.
The amendments in the bill provide for the widening
of the provisions of the act dealing with payments
from the fund to allow for payments to be made from
the capital as well as the interest on the capital of the
fund for programs or projects for the eradication or
control of diseases of sheep or goats. This will enable
the Victorian sheep industry to contribute to the
national program.

In dealing with the possible occurrence of fire blight
in Victoria last year, it became necessary to deal with
honey bees potentially contaminated with the fire
blight agent. The Plant Health and Plant Products
Act 1995 is being amended to ensure that
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contaminated bees will be dealt with under that act for
disease control purposes.

Superannuation Fund to become regulated under
commonwealth supervision.

The bill provides for widening of the provisions for
persons who can operate to assist owners in paying
their stamp duty on sales of cattle, sheep and goats.
Unless owners of cattle, sheep and goats pay all
eligible stamp duty on sales of livestock, they are
ineligible to receive compensation for animals that are
required to be destroyed. Widening the provisions for
persons to act as approved agents, whether on the sale
or purchase oflivestock, will provide greater
opportunity for ensuring livestock owners pay their
due stamp duty.

Now that the defmed benefits scheme of the Hospitals
Superannuation Fund is fully funded, the need for
ongoing direct state government involvement in the
fund has been reduced to one of an employer
responsible for the accruing costs of superannuation for
its employees, which is the same responsibility for all
other employers involved in the fund (private hospitals
and private sector health care providers). With this
reduction in the involvement by the state government
and as part of the ongoing state public sector
superannuation reform program, the bill contains
transitional provisions and repeals the Hospitals
Superannuation Act 1988 to enable the Hospitals
Superannuation Board to make a valid election for the
Hospitals Superannuation Fund to become regulated
under commonwealth supervision from 1 January 1999.

The bill provides a widening of the situation where
information collected under the provision of the act
can be released. The secretary will be able to release
records such as property tail tag information to classes
of persons, bodies and organisations in order to
facilitate the certification of livestock and livestock
products. There is also a provision to allow release of
disease information to interstate authorities about
Victorian properties where there has been movement
of disease-affected livestock. Release of information
invariably identifies the identity of the Victorian
property but the information has to be released in the
interests of disease control and certification processes
generally.
The bill also contains a number of minor changes that
generally improve the operation of the legislation.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned for Hon. PAT POWER (Jika Jika) on
motion of Hon. M. M. Gould.
Debate adjourned until next day.

SUPERANNUATION ACTS (AMENDMENT)
BILL
Second reading
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) move:

I

That this bill be now read a second time.

The purpose of the bill is to continue the government's
second-term program of superannuation reform and to
adopt superannuation initiatives recently introduced
into commonwealth legislation. The bill contains
amendments to enable the Hospitals Superannuation
Board to make a valid election for the Hospitals

Amendments are proposed to ensure that the current
superable salary rules apply to all current or former
public sector executives who are members of the
revised, new or transport schemes of the State
Superannuation Fund but are not employed under the
Public Sector Management and Employment Act 1998.
Currently, where a person is not employed under that
act, the power to restrict superable salary to 70 per cent
of that person's remuneration package cannot be
enforced, although, in practice, most employers apply
this rule for the staff concerned. The proposed
amendments to the definition of 'contract officer' in the
State Superannuation Act 1988 and the Transport
Superannuation Act 1988 will ensure all employers
apply this rule.
The bill includes amendments to provide the Victorian
Superannuation Board, the Hospitals Superannuation
Board and the Emergency Services Superannuation
Board with an option to allow the relevant board to
offer full commutation to a person who is or will be
entitled to a pension if that pension is $520 per annum
or less. Commutation will occur only if the offer is
accepted by the person. A provision is also inserted to
allow the minister to determine the annual threshold
from time to time to ensure the ongoing effectiveness of
the commutation offer.
The period between when the Victorian Superannuation
Board notifies employers of a change in the
contributions they are to pay into the State
Superannuation Fund and when that change takes effect
is currently the later of four months after notice or
1 July after the making of the determination by the
board. At the request of the board, an amendment is
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being made to this provision to have the four-month
period apply only to any notification of change.
Provisions are being inserted into the rules governing
board membership of the three major public sector
superannuation boards to allow the Minister for Finance
the option to nominate a person to fill the vacancy of a
board member who had been appointed on the
nomination of the minister. If the minister chooses not
to take up this option, the appointed deputy is to fill the
vacancy. The standard provisions relating to the early
release of benefits is being extended to include persons
who have beneficiary accounts within the three public
sector accumulation schemes.
Standard provisions relating to the appointment of
deputies to members of the board are being inserted
into the governing rules of the Emergency Services
Superannuation Scheme as the Emergency Services
Superannuation Board is the only public sector
superannuation board that does not currently require
deputies to be appointed.
Other amendments are being made to the governing
rules of the Emergency Services Superannuation
Scheme in response to requests from the Emergency
Services Superannuation Board. The definition of
'contributor' is being amended to clarify that the
application of the definition is to employees who are
eligible to contribute to the defined benefits scheme of
the Emergency Services Superannuation Scheme. The
definition of 'participating employer' is to be extended,
to remove the current restriction which only allows
participation in Essplan by employers who are also
eligible to contribute to the defined benefits scheme of
the Emergency Services Superannuation Scheme.
This amendment will allow other employers within the
emergency services industry to apply for participation
in Essplan. Another amendment proposed ensures that
the fmal average salary - that is, the average of the
final two years salary - is the salary used for all
defined benefit scheme benefit calculations, which is in
accordance with an agreement reached in 1993 with the
three major emergency service unions. A further
proposed amendment will enable former police officers
whose State Superannuation Fund pensions are
administered by the Emergency Services
Superannuation Board to be allowed to roll over any
eligible lump sum benefits into beneficiary accounts
within Essplan so that both pension and lump sum
benefits are administered by the same board
Following requests from the Hospitals Superannuation
Board, provisions are being inserted in the Hospitals
Superannuation Act 1988 to permit members of the
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accumulation scheme, Hosfund, to continue death and
disability cover after ceasing employment with a
participating employer and to allow the board to accept
the transfer of eligible rollover amounts into beneficiary
accounts within Hosfund.
Two amendments are proposed to be made to the
Superannuation (portability) Act 1989. One will allow
the minister to determine the time period for a person to
elect to take the transfer amount benefit. The current
provision restricts the time period to two months. The
proposed amendment will extend that provision to
allow the minister to nominate a longer time period
where this has been agreed to. The other proposed
amendment will replace a current provision and allow
the transfer amount benefit to be placed in a beneficiary
account of the appropriate Victorian public sector
superannuation scheme if the benefit recipient has not
elected where the benefit is to be paid.
Amendments are proposed to be made to the Public
Sector Superannuation (Administration) Act 1993 to
reinstate repealed provisions relating to former State
Casual Employees Superannuation Fund contributors
who transferred membership to the Victorian
Superannuation Fund in 1995. The 1995 amendment
act initiating this transfer and providing for the
continuation of entitlements for the people transferred
was repealed in 1996. The proposed amendments
reinstate the relevant empowering provisions back to
the date of repeal to ensure all transferred members
continue to receive the same entitlements that applied
before the transfer.
To maintain compliance with the commonwealth-state
heads of agreement in relation to the implementation of
commonwealth superannuation initiatives, legislation
governing all Victorian public sector superannuation
schemes subject to the commonwealth surcharge
legislation passed in June 1997 is being introduced
making it a duty of the governing body administering
these schemes to comply with this new commonwealth
taxation law and provide them with the power to
request members' tax file numbers for the purposes of
the surcharge legislation.
The commonwealth also passed amendments in 1997 to
permit superannuation contributions (both compulsory
and voluntary) for all employees beyond age 65.
Because of the benefit structure of Victorian public
sector defined benefit superannuation schemes, current
provisions which require member contributions to cease
at age 65 will remain and amendments are included in
the bill to codify policy that employer contributions into
defined benefit schemes in respect of accrued benefits
also cease at that time. Any contributions for defined
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benefit scheme members continuing employment
beyond age 65 will be through the appropriate public
sector accumulation scheme or any other complying
superannuation fund agreed to with the employer.
The bill contains amendments to permit voluntary
superannuation contributions to be made into Victorian
public sector accumulation schemes by or on behalf of
all employees between the ages of 65 and 70 provided
they are gainfully employed - that is, they are
employed for at least 10 hours per week. Current
legislation is already available to allow accumulation
schemes to receive the compulsory employer
contributions now required by commonwealth law to be
remitted on behalf of all employees over age 65.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned for Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS
(TOOl Jika) on motion of Hon. M. M. Could.
Debate adjourned until next day.

ADJOURNMENT
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - I
move:
That the house do now adjown.

Schools: drug counselling
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relating to bridges crossing the River Murray. As the
house will be aware, there are some 23 to 24 crossings
of the River Murray between Bunroy and the South
Australian border. As the River Murray is actually in
New South Wales, theoretically it could be said that the
bridges should be the responsibility of that state.
Nevertheless, Victoria in its usual generosity has, since
1936, shared equally with New South Wales the
maintenance of the bridges. It oUght to be conceded
there is some advantage both to Victoria and the nation
as a whole in having a good connection with southern
New South Wales because it enables primary produce
from the great irrigation areas of the Riverina to come
to Victoria and to be exported through the ports of
Melbourne, Geelong and Portland to the mutual benefit
of Victoria and the farmers in the Riverina
The house will be interested to know that prior to the
federal election the Deputy Prime Minister announced
funding of$12 million to replace the John Foord bridge
at Corowa; $15 million to build a second bridge at
Echuca; and $17 million to replace the ageing but long
bridge at Robinvale. Although these allocations are
extremely welcome, it is probably not in the priority
order we might have in mind The bridges at Howlong
and Cobram are in poor condition and although the
bridges at Corowa and Echuca are also in my electorate
and I welcome the funding for them, I urge the minister
to do his best to encourage the New South Wales
government to come to the party.

Hon. C. J. HOGG (Melbourne North) - I raise a
matter for the attention of the Minister for Health, and
in doing so I acknowledge the pivotal role he has in the
government's drug strategy. A metropolitan Catholic
boys secondary college has identified a number of its
students at serious risk of drug taking or being caught
up in the drug culture. The school has done a great deal
of work to try to assist these students and to alleviate
the problem. It has devoted considerable resources of
its own; however, it needs a small amount of additional
assistance.

I also ask the minister to advise the house of the
funding commitments the commonwealth government
announcement has imposed on Victoria because, as
welcome as the funding is, it seems that it is light on in
terms of completing the projects. The minister may
indicate how the shortfall will be made up and whether
it will explain to the commonwealth government that if
it wants to make its largesse available it ought to
allocate the correct amount.

The school has identified a need for the services, one
day a week, of a Vietnamese-speaking youth worker
and counsellor. The worker has been found, but the
money to appoint him has not. The amount required is
less than $10 000 in a full school year and I ask the
minister whether he can identify a source of funding for
this much-needed position, in a school that has done a
great deal itself to assist its students.

Hon. M. M. GOULD (Doutta Galla) - I raise for
the attention of the Minister for Industry, Science and
Technology, as the representative in this house of the
Minister for Conservation and Land Management, an
issue raised in a letter I received from a Mr Artbur
O'Bryan of the Surfrider Foundation Victoria. He
writes concerning the alarming increase in the number
of divers and beachcombers seen poaching shellfish
along the Flinders to Cape Schanck coastline. He is
concerned that with the oncoming summer season this
activity will increase. He makes the point that there is
no community hotline for reporting poaching. He
suggests that the minister should introduce a 24-hour

Bridges: River Murray
Hon. W. R BAXTER (North Eastern) - I raise for
the attention of the Minister for Roads and Ports issues

Fishing industry: shellfish poaching
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1800 number so the community can report the
incidence of poaching to the Department of Natural
Resources and Environment.
The community is concerned about poaching and I
believe there should be an increase in the penalties
applying to poachers. People who poach fish or
shellfish from our shores ought to be treated in the same
way as people who poach native birds. The fact that
poaching on our waterways is largely done out of sight
is no excuse for not introducing regulations to penalise
poachers. I ask the minister to request of his colleague
in the other place the introduction of a 24-hour hotline
so that poachers can be reported to the department and
action taken.

VVorkcover:benefiU
Hon. B. N. ATKINSON (Koonung) - I refer the
Minister responsible for Workcover to the situation of
Mr Leon Garden, a constituent who called at my office
last week. He is concerned about Workcover benefits
for a disability he suffers as a result of an industrial
accident. Mr Garden ran his own business, which he
had structured so that it rewarded him with a package
that included the use of his home as part of the office
supporting the business and the use of company
vehicles. When he suffered his injury he was eligible to
receive only Workcover benefits associated with the
cash component of the package he had structured
through his business.
In talking to Mr Garden I established that he realised

that was within the parameters of Workcover and that
he had no expectation that Workcover would extend as
an insurance scheme would to cover the sorts of
benefits an employer might given himself or herself as
part of a package as an owner-operator. Understanding
that, he argued that many people starting out in their
own businesses would structure them to save taxation
by giving themselves packages and that, if they were in
the same situation as Mr Garden and suffered an
accident, their benefits under Workcover would be
different from the benefits they enjoyed under the
structures they had set up. Mr Garden understood that,
and in the discussions I had with him I imparted my
understanding of the fact that Workcover is not meant
to cover those extra benefits.
The government must ensure that owner-operators of
businesses in positions similar to Mr Garden's
understand the need to consider some other form of
insurance - perhaps products such as key -man
insurance - to cover extra aspects of their
remuneration packages or the extra benefits their
businesses provide over and above those covered by

Workcover. Will the minister consider giving that sort
of advice to small business owners?

Housing: first home buyers
Hon. S. M. NGUYEN (Melbourne West) - I ask
the Minister for Health to refer to the Minister for
Housing in the other place the recent figures for land
sales in Victoria, which show that the median price of a
Melbourne home has jumped 8.4 per cent to $141 000
in 1997, up from $130 000 in 1996. In some places like
Altona North in the western suburbs of Melbourne
house costs have risen by 27 per cent, and costs in
Maidstone have risen by 22 per cent. They are
becoming expensive places to live. Rents have soared,
and people cannot afford to live in the western suburbs
of Melbourne. Will the minister please advise when the
housing scheme to assist first home buyers, the share
equity scheme that was promised during the 1996
election, will be available to those who need to buy
their first homes?

Media: harassment of patients
Hon. D. T. W ALPOLE (Melbourne) - I raise a
matter for the attention of the Minister for Health. I
preface my remarks by saying that the matter was
brought to my attention by a close relative. On
Thursday last week my two-year-old grand-daughter
was attacked by a dog, sustaining severe facial injuries.
She was transported from Bacchus Marsh to the Royal
Children's Hospital by ambulance for urgent surgery.
When she arrived at the hospital members of the
press - in particular, from Channel 9 - had gathered
to try to obtain film of the injuries. It reached the stage
where my relatives, a hospital nurse and the media
liaison person from the hospital had bed sheets with
them to prevent her being filmed. As it turned out that
did not occur as the media representatives were
persuaded to back off. Channel 9 also turned up at the
clinic that the child was taken to in the first instance,
seeking to interview people there and obtain my
daughter's address so they could interview her at home.
Intrusive behaviour of that sort when parents are very
distressed - and my daughter and son-in-law were
obviously very distressed by what had occurred - is
the last thing they need. That particularly applies to
media people trying to take photographs. I was curious
to know how the press came to find out about it. I now
understand that they monitor ambulance broadcasts and
by doing so find out what is happening so they can be
Johnnies-on-the-spot.
I ask the minister to investigate ways of protecting
patients and families in those circumstances. From my
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children's point of view the event is over and done
with, but these sorts of things will happen to other
people who turn up at hospitals with relatives who have
been the victims of severe accidents or attacks by dogs,
persons or whatever. I ask the minister to consider
whether there is some way - I am not an expert in the
area - of ensuring that ambulance broadcasts cannot
be monitored by the media so that those things do not
occur, although I concede that is probably difficult.
Can the minister find some way of providing security at
hospitals to prevent the press from getting to those
people? If they wish to be interviewed, that is fine, they
can go to the press; but if they do not, the press should
not be allowed to harass them when they arrive at the
hospital. Will the minister examine what might be done
to provide security for those people to prevent them
from being harassed in that manner?

Warrnambool and District Base Hospital
HoD. T. C. THEOPHANOUS (Jika Jika) - I refer
the Minister responsible for Workcover - it will also
be of interest to the Minister for Health - to the
situation ofMrs Marg Carter ofWarmambool, who
was an employee of the Warrnambool and District Base
Hospital. Mrs Carter had been an employee of that
hospital for most of the time since she began her
nursing training in the early 1970s. She suffered a
ruptured disc while working in the hospital dialysis unit
on 26 April 1995. She returned to work later in 1995
with minimal medical restrictions on her duties at work,
and since January 1997 she had been running the
hospital's pre-admission clinic.
Mrs Carter's common-law claim was settled on 30 June

this year, around the same time she was advised that the
pre-admission clinic where she had been working was
being moved to another ward. Mrs Carter was assured
that her job was not in jeopardy, that she was most
definitely required and that the unit manager had
specifically requested that she work in the new ward.
The hospital requested a letter from Mrs Carter's doctor
setting out her restrictions. When she queried whether
that would affect her relocation, she was again
reassured that her position was not in jeopardy and that
the letter was simply required as part of the process.
The letter set out minimal restrictions and Mrs Carter's
doctor believed she would have no difficulty
undertaking the position because the duties were largely
the same as those undertaken by her in the
pre-admission clinic since January 1997. One week
after the letter was received by the hospital Mrs Carter
was told to take her annual leave and to resign. The
hospital stated her restrictions, which the doctor had
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placed on her, but despite what the doctor had said
would not allow her to take up a new position.
Despite there having been other suitable positions
recently filled in appropriate areas, such as medical
records, they were not offered to Mrs Carter as
alternative employment. It seems all her employer is
prepared to offer is unemployment and has suggested
she contact Centrelink. The hospital has not even been
prepared to offer her anything in the way of
redundancy. Mrs Carter has so far not responded to the
hospital's demand for her to resign. However, it has
taken her off the roster from 16 October. In fact she was
escorted from the hospital on that day she reported for
duty.
I also understand that Mrs Carter is the latest case of the
hospital's poor handling of employees with workers
compensation claims. For a number of years the
hospital has engaged in behaviour that could be
described only as harassment designed to drive
numerous injured workers, including nurses, cleaners,
orderlies and allied health professionals, :from the
payroll.
On Mrs Carter's behalf! seek the intervention of the
government, the minister responsible for W orkcover or
the Minister for Health to have the Warmambool and
District Base Hospital live up to its obligations under
the legislation. The matter has been raised in the press. I
spoke with Mrs Carter when I visited Warrnambool
recently. The Warrnambool Standard of 17 October
reports the hospital management as having said:
Hospital management has denied the claims, with chief
executive officer Andrew Ray saying Mrs Carter was among
a minority of injured workers for which no suitable alternative
work could be fOWld.

If a public hospital with many hundreds of employees is
allowed to discard its workers and not fulfil its
obligations under the Workcover legislation by giving
them suitable employment what hope do we have
getting private employers to live up to their obligations
under the act?

Will the minister, in consultation with the Minister for
Health, take action and ask the Warmamboo1 and
District Base Hospital to ensure that Mrs Carter is
suitably employed in an appropriate position?

Responses
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - Miss Gould raised a
matter with me in my capacity as the minister
responsible for the Minister for Conservation and Land
Management in the other place about concerns raised
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by Mr O'Brien of the Surfrider Foundation Victoria I
shall be pleased to pass on the matter to the minister.
Hon. R I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) -
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However, there may be others in similar circumstances
who should be reminded that because there may be
restrictions on the amount of compensation they may
need other forms of income protection.

Mrs Hogg raised with me a matter about a metropolitan

Catholic boys secondary college that is seeking to
provide a better response for students who are
experiencing difficulties with drugs and the need to
employ for one day a week a Vietnamese-speaking
youth worker. She seeks $10 000 for that service within
the education system. The government's approach to
tackling the problem is a whole-of-government
approach. I shall pass on her request to the Minister for
Education.
Mr Nguyen raised with me a matter for the attention of
the Minister for Housing in the other place seeking
advice on some share home equity arrangement. His
concern and request will be passed on to my colleague.
Mr Walpole raised an issue based on the personal
experience of his grand-daughter and the tragedy she
experienced by being bitten by a dog and on arrival at
the Royal Children's Hospital being confronted by the
media I believe many individuals and families have
had similar experiences. It is an invasion of privacy and
a matter of concern. As the honourable member would
appreciate, it is not easily resolved because as a society
we want to provide freedom to the press but at the same
time that freedom carries with it significant
responsibility. I have received many complaints of
incidences where the media have certainly intruded on
people's privacy, even in a hospital setting, where they
have filmed within the hospital without the approval of
either the hospital or the individual being filmed.

As an aside, the government decided to include
superannuation in the base salary for workers
compensation premium computations for perhaps
slightly different reasons. However, that had the same
effect that Mr Atkinson has directed to my attention.
The honourable member suggests we might consider
advising other small operators who potentially might be
caught up in the same circumstances that there are two
sides to the salary packaging issue. I am happy to take
that on board and think it through carefully.
Mr Theophanous raised the very sad circumstances of
Mrs Carter. I suggest to him that the circumstances
confronting Mrs Carter are more a matter of workplace
relations than of workers compensation. I will quickly
be able to give Mr Theophanous a detailed response
because I, along with several of my colleagues, am

quite familiar with the general background to
Mrs Carter's claims. I can say by way of an aside that a

member of my staffhas been in contact on a number of
occasions with Mrs Carter and the Wannambool and
District Base Hospital about at least certain aspects of
her case.
Hon. G. R CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - Mr Baxter directed an important issue to my
attention. He quite rightly said that the New South
Wales-Victoria bridges are assets of New South Wales
and that Victoria, because of the 1936 agreement,
provides 50 per cent funding for maintenance of and
improvements to those bridges.

I shall take the honourable member's request on notice
because it may be an area where we may develop a
bipartisan approach. I believe that is the only way we
will obtain a satisfactory response. I understand the
frustration Mr Walpole's daughter may have had about
his grand-daughter being filmed without any previous
agreement or permission being granted. I shall take the
matter on notice and report to Mr Walpole individually.

I have had several meetings with my New South Wales
counterpart, Mr Scully. We have confirmed the
commitment of our respective governments to the 1936
agreement and have committed ourselves to continue to
share equally the current arrangement for maintenance
and rehabilitation costs of River Murray crossings.

Hon. R. M. BALLAM (Minister for Finance) Mr Atkinson raised with me the circumstances of a
constituent, Mr Garden, who sounds to me like a sole
proprietor who was able to structure his employment
package to include a number of arranged benefits other
than salary. Without going into the motivation for that
salary package - I suspect it had something to do with
the impact of income tax - following a claim for
workers compensation Mr Garden was informed that
only the salary component of the package would be
compensable. Mr Atkinson reported that that is fair.

A consultant has been engaged to carry out studies into
the economic importance of each of the River Murray
crossings. We are now in the process of preparing a
maintenance agreement between New South Wales and
Victoria and will shortly announce the details of that
agreement. Mr Baxter raised the important issue of the
recent announcement by the federal government about
the funding of three of the many crossings of the River
Murray. The state government welcomes the federal
government allocation of funding, as Mr Baxter quite
rightly illustrated.
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Hon. R. M. Hallam - A promise, not an
allocation, of funding.

South Wales because Victoria would effectively be
propping up New South Wales.

Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - Yes, a promise of funding
for the three bridges. Our concern is twofold: firstly,
that the current structures in New South Wales are not
subject to an open tender process - that all the projects
are controlled by in-house labour- which is of grave
concern to us. We would certainly urge the federal
government to ensure that, once it has made a
commitment following its promise of funding, there be
an open tender process for work on the bridges. Clearly
it is a significant issue in Victoria and we will continue
to fight for that practice to happen.

It is not simply a matter of building the bridges but of
the significant work to be done to the bridge approaches
in New South Wales. We will make our point clearly to
the federal minister that there needs to be real equity in
the funding arrangements. In one instance in particular
the extensive work to be done on the New South Wales
approaches to one bridge will cost nearly half the
allocation for the entire bridge project. Victoria would
not be spending anything like that amount on its side of
the border. I hope we do not end up supporting the New
South Wales projects to that degree.

Secondly, the concern is that a shortfall exists on the
allocation of funding for work on the bridges. The
problem is that although Victoria has an
arrangement - that is, to pay for 50 per cent of
whatever is spent on their rehabilitation - it is quite
likely that the majority of the necessary work will be on
the New South Wales side of those bridges. We do not
want to pay for 50 per cent of the works done in New

I assure Mr Baxter we will do everything in our power
to ensure that we get the funding, that the bridges are
maintained and that Victoria does not face short shrift
in the financial arrangements.
Motion agreed to.
House adjourned 11.46 p.m.
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Second reading (absolute majority), 604, 732, 741

Third reading, 73 I
Remaining stages, 731
MisceUaneous Acts (Omnibus No. 1) BiD

Royal assent, I
Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Bill

Introduction and first reading, 47
Second reading, 79, 116
Third reading, 123
Remaining stages, 123
Royal assent, 433
National Parks (Amendment) Bill

Introduction and first reading, 1
Second reading, 16, 449
Third reading. 456

Remaining stages, 456
Royal assent, 577
Parks Victoria Bill

Royal assent, I
Patriotic Funds (Amendment) Bill

Third reading (absolute majority), 756

Introduction and first reading, 10
Second reading, 85, 143

Remaining stages, 757

Third reading, 144

Royal assent, 809
Local Government (NiUumbik Shire Council) Bill

Introduction and first reading, 642
Second reading (absolute majority), 674, 819, 844
Third reading (absolute majority), 845
Remaining stages, 845

Remaining stages, 144
Royal assent, 577
Petroleum Bill

Introduction and first reading, 106
Second reading, 188,473
Committee, 568
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Third reading, 573
Remaining stages, 573
Physiotherapists Registration Bill

Introduction and first reading, 1

Remaining stages, 116
Royal assent, 433
Road Safety (Further Amendment) Bill

Second reading (absolute majority), 17,37
Third reading (absolute majority), 42
Remaining stages, 42

Introduction and first reading, 9
Second reading, 83, 129
Committee, 130
Remaining stages, 131

Royal assent, 106

Royal assent, 577

Planning and Environment (Amendment) Bill

Introduction and first reading, 106
Second reading, 174,456
Third reading, 461
Remaining stages, 461
Royal assent, 577
Printers and Newspapers (Repeal) Bill

Introduction and first reading, 1
Second reading, 20, 87
Third reading, 91
Remaining stages, 91
Royal assent, 106
Public Sector Management and Employment Bill

Royal assent, 1

St George Bank and Advance Bank Australia Bill

Royal assent, 1
State Taxation (Amendment) Bill

Royal assent, 1
State Taxation (Further Amendment) BiU

Introduction and first reading, 757
Second reading, 773, 958
Remaining stages, 967
Superannuation Acts (Amendment) Bill

Introduction and first reading, 433
Second reading, 484, 606
Third reading, 609
Remaining stages, 609
Royal assent, 809

Public Sector Reform (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill

Royal assent, 1
Racing and Betting Acts (Amendment) Bill

Introduction and first reading, 642
Second reading, 677, 845
Third reading, 851
Remaining stages, 851
Rail Corporations (Amendment) Bill

Royal assent, I
Rail Corporations (Further Amendment) Bill

Introduction and first reading, 731
Second reading (absolute majority), 772, 882
Third reading (absolute majority), 891
Remaining stages, 892
Road Safety (Amendment) Bill

Introduction and first reading, 1
Second reading, 24, 92
Third reading, 94
Remaining stages, 94
Royal assent, 106
Road Safety (Driving Instructors) Bill

Introduction and first reading, 2
Second reading, 25, 94
Committee, 113
Third reading, 116

Trade Measurement (Administration) (Amendment) Bill

Introduction and first reading, 10
Second reading, 86
Third reading, 87
Remaining stages, 87
Royal assent, 106
Transfer of Land (Single Register) Bill

Introduction and first reading, 433
Second reading, 480, 631
Third reading, 636
Remaining stages, 636
Royal assent, 809
Transport (Amendment) Bill

Introduction and first reading, 563
Second reading, 610, 757
Third reading, 764
Remaining stages, 764
Tribunals and Licensing Authorities (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill

Royal assent, 1
Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal Bill

Royal assent, 1
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Victorian College of the Arts (Amendment) BiU

Introduction and first reading, 433

National Parks (Amendment) Bill, 455
Nillumbik: suspension, 515

Second reading, 477, 637, 678
Committee, 682

Petroleum

BiI~

573

Remaining stages, 685
Rail Corporations (Further Amendment) Bill, 891

Victorian Institute of Marine Sciences (Repeal) BiU

Introduction and first reading, 97
Second reading, 192, 563

Road Safety (Driving Instructors) Bill, 115
Transfer of Land (Single Register) Bill, 636

Third reading, 568

Remaining stages, 568

Transport (Amendment) BiU, 763

Royal assent, 577
Victorian College of the Arts (Amendment) BiU, 684
Workcover: dangerous goods licensing, 916

DIVISIONS
PETITIONS

Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 601
Building (plumbing) Bill, 208

Bass Coast: governance, 809
Conservation, Forests and Lands (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 542

Public Sector Management and Employment Bill, 10

Consumer Credit (Finance Brokers) Bill, 533

Sydenbam Road footbridge, 112

Crimes (Amendment) Bill, 142
Gaming Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 953
Gas: Longford explosion, 71
Gas Industry Acts (Amendment) BiI~ 875, 878, 881
Health Services (Further Amendment) Bill, 562

REPORTS

Hospitals: privatisation, 674
Land Titles Validation (Amendment) Bill, 981
Legal Aid (Amendment) Bill, 855

Aboriginal and T orres Strait Islander children

Bringing them home, 650
Auditor-General

Liquor Control Reform BiU, 722, 724
Local Government (Amendment) BiI~ 35, 36

Local Government (Governance and Melton) Bill, 756
Melbourne City Link (Amendment) Bill, 939
Melbourne Cricket Ground (Amendment) Bill, 731
Minister for Finance: Workcover Authority, 173

Govenunentfinan~,582

Response by Minister for Finance, 687
BLF Custodian, 11
Budget outcome statement 1997-98, 112
Commonwealth treaty documents, 10
Federal-State Relations Committee

Australian federalism, 583

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

(6)
Health Services Commissioner

SUBJECTS

Annual report, 687
Law Refonn Committee

A

Fences Act, 650
National Road Transport Commission, 112
NiUumbik Shire Council, 112

Aboriginals

Bringing them home: implementation status report, 650
Parliamentary departments

Legislative Council, Department of the, 650
Parliamentary Debates, Victorian, Department of, 650
Parliamentary Library, Department of the, 650

Aged care

Croft Health Care Pty Ltd, 99, 100
Alpha Health Care Ltd (See Sun Healthcare Group)

Parliamentary Services, Department of, 650
Auditor-General
Patriotic Funds Council, 149
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee

Annual report, 582

Budget estimates, 899

Year 2000 problem, 687
Public sector asset investment program 1998-99,11
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee
Alert Digest, 11, 112,583

Government finances: report, 582
Reports: response by Minister for Finance, 687
Australian and New Zealand Food Authority (See Food
industry)
Australian Grand Prix Corporation

Government subsidy, q 713

Performance, q 581
Australian Tourism Awards, q 110

Redundant and unclear legislation, 11

B

BanyuJe, City of

Northern metropolitan traffic study, 574, 575
BanyuJe bealth care centre, 893, 896

SUBSTANTIVE MOTIONS

Bass, Shire of

Governance, 809
Gas: Longford explosion, 47,59
Hospitals: privatisation, 651, 660

Bass Coast Beach Festival, 894, 897
Bayside, City of

Possible government action, 643, 644
Minister for Finance: Workcover Authority, 149
Bendigo
Nillumbik: suspension, 491
Workcover: dangerous goods licensing, 899

Disabled accommodation, 777, 780
Radiotherapy services, 98, 100
Telstra employment, 778, 780
Bendigo East Primary School

Merger, 895, 896
Better Roads Victoria (See Roads)
Bicycles

Facilities, q 930

Great Victorian Bike Ride, q 582
Bilateral agreements (See Commonwealth treaty documents)
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Black spot program, q 521
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D

BLF Custodian

Report, 11

Disability services

Bendigo residence, 777, 780

Box Hill Hospital, q 840

Docklands

Bridges

Local supply contracts, q 580

Flood recovery works, q 926
River Murray, 486, 489

Drivesafe First Aid, 43, 44

Sydenham Road, Sydenham, 112
Drugs

Yarra pedestrian, q 109

School counselling, 486, 489

Bringing them home

Youth treatment services, q 712

Government response: implementation status report, 650

E

Budget outcome statement 1997-98,112
Business (See SmaU business)
Business of the house (See Parliament)

East Gippsland (See Gippsland)
Eastern Freeway

c
Carter HoIt Harvey

Myrtleford mill closure, q 710
Casino

Tender process, q 927
Christmas felicitations, 981
Coburg

Pentridge prison site development, q 646
Coles

Reservoir supermarket, 211, 212
CoIiban Water

Fluoridation, 98, 100

Lighting, 778, 781
Education (See Schools and colleges and Tertiary education
and training)
Electricity industry

Business tariffs, q 842
Prices, q 928

Electronic commerce, q 72
Employment

Bendigo, 778, 780
Junior pay rates, q 839
(See also Unemployment)
Environment

Ozone layer, 42, 43
Yalloum East explosion, 779, 781
(See also Toxic waste)

Commonwealth treaty documents, 10
Essendon and District Memorial Hospital
Computers (See Information technology)
Condolences

Sale, q437

Esso Australia Ltd (See Gas industry)

Sidiropoulos, Theodore, Esq., 103

F

Consultancies

Tender limit, q 647
Credit cards

Inner and Eastern Health Care Network executive, q 645
Croft Health Care Pty Ltd, 99, 100

Fair trading

Coles: Reservoir supermarket, 211, 212
Federal-State Relations Committee

Australian federalism report, 583
Cruise ships

Melbourne visits, q 714

Financial statements 1997-98, q 516
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First home buyers
Share equity scheme, 487, 489
Fishing industry

Legionnaire's disease: ThomastOMl outbreak q 578
Service directory, q 842
Stress management, q 436

VRE infection control, q 179
Well coming Women's Health Service, 892, 896
Werribee toxic waste dump, 778, 780
(See also Hospitals)

Shellfish poaching, 486, 488
Floods

East Gippsland, q 926

Health and Safety Week, q 8

Fluoridation

Health Services Commission

Coliban Water, 98, 100

Annual report, 687

Food industry
Genetic engineering, 209,211
Manufacturing capacity, q 713
Footscray

Heathmont Primary School
Site, 574, 575
Horsham

Unemployment, 574, 575

Wellcoming Women's Health Service, 892, 896

G

Hospitals
Acute care beds, q 840
Critical care beds, q 649

Gaming

Essendon and Preston-Northcote sales, q 437
Funding, q 74

Casino tender process, q 927

Patient harassment, 487, 489
Gas industry

Performance, q 522
Privatisation, 651

Esso Longford plant
explosion, q 4, 43, 44, 47, 59, q 73, q 75, q Ill, 149, q 183,
q 438,q 439
ice blockage, q 7
safety inspections, q 2, 44, q 439
Privatisation, q 838, q 839
Royal commission: terms of reference, q 111,149, q 183
Supply emergency, q 4, 43, 44, q 73, q 75
(See also Workcover)
Geelong

Redundancy payments, 209, 211

VRE infection control, q 179
(See also Health and individual hospital and network names)
Housing
Share equity scheme, 487, 489
Summerhill Residential Park, 987, 988
Human Services, Department of
Executive remuneration, q 648

Events calendar, 643, 644

I

Gippsland
Flood recovery works, q 926
Information technology

Government adviser
Science, engineering and technology, q 76
Governor's speech

Electronic commerce, q 72
Millennium bug, q 184, q 843

Year 2000 problem report, 687

Address-in-reply, I
Inner and Eastern Health Care Network
Grand prix (See Australian Grand Prix Corporation)
Great Victorian Bike Ride, q 582

Executive credit card, q 645
Funding, q 841

K

H

Health
Banyule health care centre, 893, 896
Bendigo radiotherapy services, 98, 100

Kerry Panels
RACYban,99,102
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Migration

Knox hospital

Business skills migrants, q 925

Funding, q 841

L

Mildura Base Hospital

Development project, q 182, q 577, q 712
Millennium bug (See Information technology)

Lake Primary School, The
Ministers

Pedestrian safety, 892, 896

Finance
La Trobe Lifeskills

conduct, 149
response to Auditor-General's reports, 687
Health: absence, 899
Police and Emergency Services: pecuniary interests, q 75,
q 182

Taxi availability, 147, 148
Law Refonn Committee

Fences Act report, 650
Left-hand-drive vehicles, 98, 101

MuJgrave
W orkcover office

Legionnaire's disease

Thomastown outbreak., q 578
Link program

documents, q 109, q 110
prosecution recommendation, 149, q 180
security, q 519

Maribymong, 147, 148
Liquor Licensing Commission

Performance, q 518

Multilateral agreements (See Commonwealth treaty
documents)
MyrtJeford

Pulp mill closure, q 710

Local government

In-aunera meetings, 146, 148

N

Nillumbik suspension, 491
Transaction of business, 146, 148
(See also individual city and shire council names)

National Exchange of Vehicle and Driver Information
System,q 7

Longford (See Gas industry)

National Gallery of Victoria

M

Industrial dispute, 894, 895
Natiooal Road Transport Commission

McKie, Mr Wayne (See Public Transport Corporation)
Maribyrnong

Link program, 147, 148
Unemployment, 574, 575

Report, 112
Niddrie

Toxic waste dump, 986, 988
Nike superstore, q 645

Media

Hospital patient harassment, 487, 489

Nillumbik, Shire of

Commissioner's report of inquiry, 112
Melbourne, port of

Performance, q 73
MeJbourne Convention and Marketing Bureau, q 929
Melbourne Custody Centre, 146, 148
Members

Misleading statements, 209, 212
Mental Health Week, q 107

Suspension, 491
Normans Wines Ltd

Prosecution, q 840
North Western Health Care Network

Funding, 894, 896
Nunawading

Retail development, 209, 212
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o

Preston and Northcote Community Hospital
Sale, q 437

Office of TechnicaJ and Further Education (See Tertiary
education and training)

Princes Highway West

Vehicle damage, 779, 781
Prisons

One Nation

Vietnamese offenders, 643, 644

Leader's election defeat, q 3

(See also Melbourne Custody Centre)

Ozone layer, 42, 43

Public Accounts and Estimates Committee

p

Annual report, 582

Budget estimates report, 899

Year 2000 problem report, 687
Panel beating

Public sector asset investment program

1~99,

II

RACV ban, 99, 102
Parks Victoria

Dog training tender, 987, 988
Parliament

Business of the house
adjomnment of bills, 441

Public Sedor Management and Employment Bill

Petition, 10
Public Transport (See Rail and Taxis)
Public Transport Corporation

Employee dismissal, 210, 212

right of reply, 76
sessional orders, 59,143,472,491,559,604,618,741,809,

Q

870

Chamber: sound system, 899
Chrisnnas felicitations, 981

Questions on notice

Cleric absence, 47
Distinguished visitors, 443, 660, 719
Legislative Council report, 650
Parliamentary Debates, Victorian, report, 650

Answers, 9, 112,440,582,649,716,844,931
(See also QUESTIONS ON NOTICE)

R

Parliamentary Library report, 650
Parliamentary Services report, 650
Patenon's curse, 892, 895
Patriotic Fuods Council

Rail

Patterson station, 98, 101
Rockbank land, 644

Annual report, 149
Pattenon

Railway station parking, 98, 101
Pedestrians
Visually impaired, q 841
Pent ridge prison site

Development, q 646
Personal watercraft (See Watercraft)
Phillip Island

Shire of Bass: governance, 809

St Albans-Sydenham extension, 892, 896
Sydenharn Road footbridge, 112
(See also Public Transport Corporation and individual

company names)
Religious instruction

Schools, 146, 148
Reservoir

Swnmerltill Residential Park, 987, 988
Retail industry

Article surveillance devices, 777, 781
Nike superstore, q 645

Tenancies: education program, q 440
Police

Melbourne Custody Centre, 146, 148
Strength, 779, 781

River Murray

Bridge replacement, 486, 489
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Road safety
Black spot program, q 521
Great Victorian Bike Ride, q 582
Left-hand-drive vehicles, 98, 101
Safety First strategy, q 183
The Lake Primary School, Mildura, 892, 896
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Te\evising of proceedings, 150
Third-reading responses: content, 724
Unparliament:aIy and offensive remarks, 165

s

Visually impaired pedestrians, q 841
Safety First strategy, q 183
Roads

Funding, q 434
Line marking, q 581
Northern metropolitan traffic study, 574, 575
Travel times, q 648
(See also individual freeway, highway and road names)
Rockbank

V!Line land. 644
Western Highway access, 147, 148

St George's Hospital, q 840
St John Ambulance
Drivesafe First Aid, 43, 44
Sale
Workcover office, q 3, q 71
Sargeant, Mr Glenn (See Workcover)
Schools and colleges

Royal Automobile Club of Victoria

Drug counselling, 486, 489

Board elections, 987, 988

Religious instruction, 146, 148

Kerry Panels, 99, 102

(See also individual school and college names)

Repairer status, 99, 102

Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee
Rulings by the Chair
Accuracy: remarks, 503
Adjournment
matter must seek action, 986
only one matter to be raised, 987
Admissibility: questions without notice, 520
Bills: private, 20 I
Chair: addressing, 64, 152, 167, 169,868
Debates of same session, 163, 507
Division list: amendment, 37
Documents
availability, 55, 150,501
identification, 150, 151, 153, 744
quoting, 951
InteIjections, 5, 6, 42, 43, 49, 57, 64, 108, 149,150, 152, 153,
155,156,161,163,165,167,180,436,437,438,500,501,
502,503,504,515,517,521,549,589,649,695,697,712,
827,843,891,908,944,948,949

Alert Digest, 11, 112,583
Redundant and unclear legislation report, 11
Shell Australia Ltd (See Workcover)
SheUfish
Poaching, 486, 488
Sidiropoulos, the late Theodore, Esq., 103
Simplot (See Food industry)
Small business
Annual awards, q 647

Electricity prices, q 928
Financial assistance, q 715
Regulations, q 181
Retail tenancies education program, q 440

Salary packaging, 487, 489

Members

Victorian business centres, q 520

misleading statements, 172, 212
misrepresentations, 948
Questions on notice: answers, 440, 716
Questions without notice

Workcover benefits, 487, 489

admissibility, 520
answers, 108,439,516
not to seek opinion, 433, 838
Radio programs: quoting, 500
Recording of proceedings, 150
Relevance, 151, 152, 153,443,494, 530, 588, 591, 593, 594,
697,844,910,918,962
Tedious repetition, 906

Small Business Victoria (See Small business)

Southern Health Care Network
Breast-screening funding, q 517
Sprayline
Vehicle damage, 779, 781
Stress management, q 436
SummerhiIl Residential Park, Reservoir, 987, 988
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u

Sun Healthcare Group
Investigation, q 577, q 712
Mildura Base Hospital, q 182
Unemployment
Sunshine

Sunshine-Maribymong-Footscray, 574, 575

IlIega1 dumping, 987, 988
Unemployment, 574, 575

(See also Employment)

v

Sydenham Road, Sydenham
Footbridge, 112

T

Vancomycin-resistant enterococcus, q 179
Vicroads

T AFE (See Tertiary education and training)

Transport Industry Consultants Australia, 895, 897
(See also Roads)

Taxis

Victorian business centres, q 520

Driver training, q 181
La Trobe Lifeskills booking, 147, 148
Telstra

Victorian Workcover Authority (See Workcover)
Vietnamese prisoners, 643, 644

Bendigo employment, 778, 780

w

Tertiary education and training
Literacy and language funding, 573, 575, 985, 988
Torres Strait Islanders (See Aboriginals)
Tourism
Australian awards, q 110
Bass Coast Beach Festival, 894, 897
Cruise ships, q 714

Warmambool and District Base Hospital
Injured employee, 488, 489
Water industry (See individual water authority names).
Watercraft

Domestic visitors, q 75

Licensing, q 8

Geelong events calendar, 643, 644

Safety, q 929

International visitors, q 6
Melbourne Convention and Marketing Bureau, q 929

Overseas media reports, 986, 988
Toxic waste
Niddrie dump, 986, 988
Werribee dump, 778, 780, 893, 895
Tractors
Rollover protection subsidy, q 927
Trade Measurement Victoria
Prosecution, q 840
Transport Industry Consultants Australia, 895, 897
TraraIgon
Workcoveroffice,99,IOI
Treasury Reserve
Restoration, q 579
Turning the Tide (See Drugs)

Weeds

Paterson ' s curse, 892, 895
WeUcoming Women's Health Service, 892, 896
Werribee
Toxic waste dump, 778, 780, 893, 895
West Coast Railway
Workcover claim, 986, 988
West Gate Freeway
Noise controls, q 110
West Heidelberg
Banyule health care centre, 893, 896
Western Highway, Rockbank, 147, 148
Western Water
Restrictions, 893, 897
White HiUs Secondary CoUege
Merger, 895, 8%
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MEMBERS

Nunawading retail development, 209, 212
Wimmera
Crop losses, 642, 644

ASHER, Hon. LOUISE (Monash) (Minister for Small Business
and Minister for Tourism)

Workcover

Adjournment

Annual awards, q III
Annual report, q 179,210,212,574,575

Bass Coast Beach Festival, 897

Dangerous goods licensing, q 646, 899, q 924

Fair trading: Coles, 212

Esso Longford plant

Gas: Longford explosion, 44

licence,q2,q7,44,47,59,q 109,q 11O,q 183,q433,q436,
q 438, q 516, q 521, q 579, q 926
safety inspections, q 2,44, q 439

Executive salaries, q 521

Geelong: events calendar, 644
Overseas media, 988
RACV

elections, 988

Field services director, q 715
Minister for Finance: conduct, 149
Mulgrave office

repairer status, I 02
Retail industry: surveillance devices, 781
Wimmera: crop losses, 644

documents, q 109, q 110
prosecution recommendation, 149, q 180

Bills

secwity, q 519
Performance, q 711

Appeal Costs Bill, 577, 614, 693

Safety inspection blitz, q 647

Chattel Securities (Amendment) Bill, 809, 810

Safety inspectors, q 5, q 72, q 434, q 714

Classification (Publications, Films and Computer Games)
(Enforcement) (Amendment) Bill, 1,21

Bail (Amendment) Bill, 9, 84, 133

Sale office, q 3, q 71
Shell refinery, q 106, q 107, q 580

Consumer Credit (Finance Brokers) Bill, 106, 192, 534, 535

Small business salary packaging, 487, 489

Crimes (Amendment) Bill, 10, 84, 141, 143

Tractor rollover protection subsidy, q 927

Crimes, Confiscation and Evidence Acts (Amendment) Bill,
624, 636, 693

Traralgon office, 99,101
Warmambool and District Base Hospital, 488, 489

West Coast Railway employee, 986, 988
(See also Gas industry)

Fundraising Appeals Bill, 2, 22, 449

Lega1 Aid (Amendment) Bill, 693, 767, 854, 855
Lega1 Practice (Amendment) Bill, 106, 175,466
Licensing and Tribunal (Amendment) Bill, 687, 764,958

y

Liquor Control Refonn Bill, 577, 612, 722
Patriotic Funds (Amendment) Bill, 10,85, 144
Printers and Newspapers (Repeal) Bill, 1,20

Y2K (See Information technology)

Racing and Betting Acts (Amendment) Bill, 642, 677, 851

YaUournEast

Trade Measurement (Administration) (Amendment) Bill, 10,
86,87

Explosion, 779, 781
Yarra pedestrian bridge, q 109
Youth
Drug treatment services, q 712

Business of the house
Sessional orders, 870
Patriotic Funds Council, 149
Points of order, 724

Junior pay rates, q 839
Maribymong Link program, 147, 148

Questions without notice

Australian Grand Prix Corporation, 581, 713
Electricity: business tariffs, 842
Electricity industry: prices, 929

Gas: Longford explosion, III
Liquor Licensing Commission, 518
Melbourne Convention and Marketing Bl.D'"eall, 929
Retail tenancies: education program, 440
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Rail Corporations (Further Amendment) Bill, 885

Small business

Transfer of Land (Single Register) Bill, 633

awards, 647
financial assistance, 715
regulations, 181

Business of the house
Christmas felicitations, 983

Tourism
Australian awards, 110
domestic visitors, 75
international visitors, 6

Right of reply, 78
Condolences
Theodore Sidiropoulos, Esq., 104

Trade Measurement Victoria, 840
Points of order, 37
ASHMAN, Hon. G. B. (Koonung)

Questions without notice
West Gate Freeway: noise controls, 110

Bills

Workcover: performance, 711

Licensing and Tribunal (Amendment) Bill, 955
Liquor Control Reform Bill, 720
Road Safety (Driving Instructors) Bill, %
Trade Measurement (Administration) (Amendment) Bill, 87
Transport (Amendment) Bill, 761

BEST, Hon. R. A. (North Western)
Adjournment
Bendigo

Distinguished visitors, 660
Questions without notice

radiotherapy services, 98
Telstraemployment, 778
White Hills-Bendigo East school, 895

Health and Safety WeeI<, 8
Bills
Ru~,443,530,

724,910,944,948

(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)

Land (Further Revocation of Reservations) Bill, 462

Liquor Control Reform Bill, 701
Racing and Betting Acts (Amendment) Bill, 847

ATKINSON, Hon. B. N. (Koonung)

Rail Corporations (Further Amendment) Bill, 888
Questions without notice

Adjournment
Food industry: manufacturing capacity, 713
Local government: transaction of business, 146

Nike store, 645

Nunawading: retail development, 209
Workcover: benefits, 487
Bills

Classification (Publications, Films and Computer Games)
(Enforcement) (Amendment) Bill, 194
Local Government (Amendment) Bill, 34

Planning and Environment (Amendment) Bill, 460
Victorian Institute of Marine Sciences (Repeal) Bill, 564

BIRRELL, Hon. M. A. (East Yarra) (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology)
Absence of minister, 899
Adjournment
Bendigo: Telstra employment, 780
Education: literacy and language classes, 988

Questions without notice

Fishing industry: shellfish poaching, 488

Business: millennium bug, 184

National Gallery: dispute, 895

Roads: travel times, 648

Parks Victoria: dog training tender, 988
Paterson's curse, 895

BAXTER, Hon. W. R. (North Eastern)

Swnmerhill Residential Park, Reservoir, 988

Adjournment

Werribee: toxic waste dump, 895

Sunshine: unemployment, 575

Bridges: River Murray, 486
Paterson's curse, 892

Bills
Land Titles Validation (Amendment) Bill, 970
Melbourne City Link (Amendment) Bill, 932

Bills
Arts Acts (Amendment) Bill, 42, 79

Conservation, Forests and Lands (Miscellaneous Amendments)
Bill, 106, 178, 542, 544,546
Land (Further Revocation of Reservations) Bill, 106,463
Land (Revocation of Reservations) Bill, I, 17, 146, 177
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Land Titles Validation (Amendment) Bill, 724, 769, 981
Melbourne Cricket Ground (Amendment) Bill, 577, 609, 731
Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Bill, 47, 79
l\ational Parks (Amendment) Bill, I, 16,456
Transfer of Land (Single Register) Bill, 433, 480
Victorian Institute of Marine Sciences (Repeal) Bill, 97
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Questions without notice
Mildura Base Hospital, 182
Tractors: rollover protection, 927
Rulings, 20 I, 868, %2
(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)

BLF Custodian, I1
BOARDMAN, Hon. B. C. (Chelsea)
Business of the house
Christmas felicitations, 981

Right of reply, 76
Commonwealth treaty documents, 10
Condolences
Theodore Sidiropoulos, Esq., 104
Points of order, 152

Bills

International Transfer of Prisoners (Victoria) Bill, 470
Liquor Control Reform Bill, 721

Local Government (Nillumbik Shire Council) Bill, 832
Physiotherapists Registration Bill, 42
Questions without notice
Business migrants, 925
Hospitals: performance, 522

Questions on notice
Answers, 440, 931
Questions without notice
Business
Docklands contracts, 580
millennium bug, 184
Business migrants, 925
Food industry: manufacturing capacity, 713
Gas: Longford explosion, 74
Gas industry: privatisation, 838
Governor of Victoria Export Awards, 438
Minister for Police and Emergency Services: pecuniary
interests, 75
Myrtleford: pulp mill, 710
Nike store, 645
One Nation: leader's election defeat, 3
Principal adviser for science, engineering and technology, 76
Victorian business centres, 520
Yarra pedestrian bridge, 109
Youth: pay rates, 839

BOWDEN, Hon. R. H. (South Eastern)
Bills
Bail (Amendment) Bill, 132
International Transfer of Prisoners (Victoria) Bill, 468
Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Bill, 117
Petitions
Bass Coast: governance, 809
Questions without notice
Business: Docklands contracts, 580
Tourism: Australian awards, 110

BRlDESON, Hon. ANDREW (Waverley)
Bills
Education (Amendment) Bill, 629
Liquor Control Reform Bill, 719
Questions without notice

Drugs: treatment services, 712
BISHOP, Hon. B. W. (North Western)

Hospitals: Essendon and Preston-Northcote, 437

Adjournment
Road safety: The Lake Primary School, 892

CHAMBERLAIN, Hon. B. A. (Western) (See PRESIDENT,
The (Hon. B. A. Chamberlain»

Bills
Conservation, Forests and Lands (Miscellaneous Amendments)
Bill,539
Land (Revocation of Reservations) Bill, 144
Livestock Disease Control (Amendment) Bill, 619

COVER, Hon. I. J. (Geelong)
Adjournment
Geelong: events calendar, 643

Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Bill, 119
Racing and Betting Acts (Amendment) Bill, 848
Road Safety (Amendment) Bill, 92

Bills

Arts Acts (Amendment) Bill, 126
Racing and Betting Acts (Amendment) Bill, 850
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Port of Melbourne: performance, 73

Questions without notice

Road safety
black spot program, 521

Pentridge prison site, 646
Yarm pedestrian bridge, 109

Safety First strategy, 183
visually impaired pedestrians, 841
CRAIGE, Hon. G. R. (Central Highlands) (Minister for Roads
and Ports)

Roads
line marking, 582
travel times, 648

Adjournment

Taxis: driver training, 181

Banyule: traffic study, 575

Tourism: cruise ships, 714

Bridges: River Murray, 489

Watercraft

Eastern Freeway: lighting, 781

licensing, 8

La Trobe LifeskiIIs, 148

safety, 929

Melbourne Custody Centre, 148

West Gate Freeway: noise controls, 110

Nunawading: retail development, 212
Police: strength, 781

DA VIS, Hon. D. McL. (East Yarra)

Princes Highway West: Sprayline, 781
Prisons: Vietnamese offenders, 644

Bills

PTC: employee dismissal, 212

Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 599

Rail
Patterson station, 101

Arts Acts (Amendment) Bill, 128

Rockbank land, 644

Classification (Publications, Films and Computer Games)
(Enforcement) (Amendment) Bill, 200

St Albans-Sydenham, 896

Fundraising Appeals Bill, 447

Road safety

Health Services (FlU'ther Amendment) Bill, 560

left-hand-drive vehicles, 101

State Taxation (Further Amendment) Bill, 965

The Lake Primary School, 896

Victorian College of the Arts (Amendment) Bill, 681

St John Ambulance: Drivesafe First Aid, 44
Vicroads: Transport Industry Consultants, 897

Hospitals: privatisation, 671

Westem Highway, Rockbank, 148
Points of order, 152, 588

Western Water: restrictions, 897

Questions without notice

Bills
International Transfer of Prisoners (Victoria) Bill, 144, 173,
472

Business: millennium bug, 843
Gas: Longford safety inspections, 4

Livestock Disease Control (Amendment) Bill, 433, 483, 624
Petroleum Bill, 106, 188,568,569,570,571,572,573

DAVIS, Hon. PHILIP (Gippsland)

Road Safety (Amendment) Bill, 2, 24, 94
Road Safety (Driving Instructors) Bill, 2, 25, 114, 116

Bills

Road Safety (Further Amendment) Bill, 9, 83, 130
Transport (Amendment) Bill, 563,610,764

Conservation, Forests and Lands (Miscellaneous Amendments)
Bill,540

Victorian Institute of Marine Sciences (Repeal) Bill, 192,568

Livestock Disease Control (Amendment) Bill, 616
Melbourne Cricket GroWld (Amendment) Bill, 728

Business of the house

Petroleum Bill, 476

Sessional orders, 472

Gas: Longford explosion, 68

National Road Transport Commission, 112

Questions without notice

Questions without notice

East Gippsland: flood recovery, 926

Better Roads Victoria, 434

Health: service directory, 842

Bicycles: facilities, 930

Small business: regulations, 181

East Gippsland: flood recovery, 926
Great Victorian Bike Ride, 582

de FEGELY, Hon. R. S. de (Ballarat)

Minister for Police and Emergency Services: pecuniary
interests, 182

Questions without notice

National Exchange of Vehicle and Driver Information System
7

'

Victorian business centres, 520

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
DEPUTY PRESIDENT, The (Hon. P. R. Hall)
Parliamentary departments
Annual reports, 650
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Law Refonn Committee

Fences Act, 650
Nillumbik: suspension, 513

Rulings, 42, 43, 64,163, 165, 167, 169,500,501,502,503,589,
591,593,594,827,891,918,949,951

Points of order, 443,503

(See also HALL, Hon. P. R. (Gippsland) and Rulings by the
Chair in SUBJECTS)

Questions without notice

Tomism: domestic visitors, 75
Treaswy Reserve precinct, 579

EREN, Hon. T. E. (Doutta Galla)
GOULD, Hon. M. M. (Doutta Galla)
Adjournment

Eastern Freeway: lighting, 778
Niddrie: toxic waste dwnp, 986
Bills

Adjournment

Croft Health Care, 99
Fishing industry: shellfish poaching, 486
Gas: Longford explosion, 43

Local Govermnent (Governance and Melton) Bill, 748

Heathmont Primary School, 574

Local Govermnent (Nillumbik Shire Council) Bill, 844

Rail: St Albans-Sydenham, 892

Melbourne City Link (Amendment) Bill, 936

Sunshine: illegal dumping, 987
Werribee: toxic waste dump, 778

FORWOOD, Hon. BILL (Templestowe)
Adjournment

Members: misleading statements, 209
West Heidelberg health care centre, 893
Bills

Land Titles Validation (Amendment) Bill, 975
NiDumbik: suspension, 507
Points of order, 151, 172, 507
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee
Annual report, 582

Budget estimates, 899

Bills
Arts Acts (Amendment) Bill, 123

Education (Amendment) Bill, 624
Health Services (Further Amendment) Bill, 546
Land Titles Validation (Amendment) Bill, %7
Local Govermnent (Governance and Melton) Bill, 749

Local Govermnent (Nillumbik Shire Council) Bill, 834
MacKillop Family Services Bill, 201
Physiotherapists Registration Bill, 37
Racing and Betting Acts (Amendment) Bill, 845
Hospitals: privatisation, 651
Petitions

Sydenham Road footbridge, 112

Year 2000 problem, 687
Questions on notice
Questions without notice

Answers, 440

Port of Melboume: perfonnance, 73
Workcover: annual report, 179

Questions without notice

Casino: tender process, 927
Health: VRE, 179

FURLETTI, Hon. C. A. (Templestowe)
BiDs

Crimes (Amendment) Bill, 139
Fundraising Appeals Bill, 444
Gaming Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 945

Hospitals
acute care beds, 840
funding, 841
Inner and Eastem Health Care Network: executive credit card,
645

Southem Health Care Network, 517

Legal Practice (Amendment) Bill, 464

Sun Healthcare Group, 577, 712

Liquor Control Reform Bill, 709, 716

Workcover

Local Govermnent (NiIlumbik Shire Council) Bill, 825

Mulgrave office, 109

Printers and Newspapers (Repeal) Bill, 88

safety inspectors, 5, 72,434

Transfer of Land (Single Register) Bill, 634
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HALL, Hon. P. R. (Gippsland)
Bills
Education (Amendment) Bill, 626
Electricity Industry Acts (Amendment) Bill, 865
Health Services (FlUther Amendment) Bill, 559

Land (Further Revocation of Reservations) Bill, 145

Business of the house
Sessional orders, 741
Gas: Longford explosion, 59
Minister for Finance: Workcover Authority, 160
NiDumbik Shire Council, 112

National Parks (Amendment) BiII, 451
Points of order, 593, 95 I
Hospitals: privatisation, 664
Public sector asset investment program 1998-99,11
Questions without notice

Better Roads Victoria, 434
Trade Measurement Victoria, 840
(See also DEPUTY PRESIDENT, The (Hon. P. R. Hall»

Questions without notice
Workcover
Business: millennium bug, 843
Casino: tender process, 927
Consultancies: tender limit, 647

HALLAM, Hon. R. M. (Western) (Minister for Finance and
Minister for Gaming)

Electronic commerce, 72
Financial statements 1997-98,516
Gas

Adjournment
Bayside: possible government action, 644
Gas: Longford safety inspections, 44

Longford explosion, 183
Longford ice blockage, 7
Longford safety inspections, 2

Local government: transaction of business, 148
Niddrie: toxic waste dump, 988

Gas industry: privatisation, 840

Sunshine: illegal dumping, 988
Warmambool and District Base Hospital, 489

Hospitals: Essendon and Preston--Northcote, 437

West Coast Railway, 988

Tractors: rolloverprotection, 928

Workcover

Treasury Reserve precinct, 579

annual report, 212
benefits, 489

Traralgon office, 10 I
Auditor-General
Govenunent finances, 582
Response by Minister for Finance, 687
BiDs
Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 433, 522,602,603

Health and Safety Week, 8
Pentridge prison site, 646

Workcover
annual awards, I11
annual report, 179
dangerous goods licences, 646, 924

Esso Longford licence, 433, 437, 438,516,522,579,926
executive salaries, 521
field services director, 715
Longford safety inspections, 439
Mulgrave office, 109, I 10, 180, 520

Building (plumbing) Bill, 9, 81, 208

performance, 711

Electricity Industry Acts (Amendment) Bill, 757, 775, 870

safety inspection blitz, 64 7

Gaming Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 809, 814

safety inspectors, 5, 73,435,714

Gas Industry Acts (Amendment) Bill, 757, 812,877,878,879,
881

ShelI refinery, 106, 107,580,581

Local Government (Amendment) Bill, 2, 19, 36, 37
Local Government (Governance and Melton) BiB, 577, 604,
756
Local Government (NiIlumbik Shire Council) Bill, 642, 674,
845
Melbourne City Link (Amendment) Bill, 809, 816,939

Sale office, 3, 72

Workcover: dangerous goods licensing, 906

HARTIGAN, Hon. W. A. N. (Geelong)
Bills

Planning and Environment (Amendment) Bill, 106 174,461
Rail Corporations (Further Amendment) Bill, 731, 772
State Taxation (Further Amendment) Bill, 757, 773
Superannuation Acts (Amendment) Bill, 433, 484, 609
Budget outcome statement, 112

Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 595
Liquor Control Reform Bill, 704
State Taxation (Further Amendment) Bill, 963
Minister for Finance: Workcover Authority, 170

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
Points of order, 172

KNOWLES, Hon. R. I. (Ballarat) (Minister for Health and
Minister for Aged Care)

Questions without notice
Financial statements 1997-98, 516
Workcover: annual awards, III
Workcover: dangerous goods licensing, 914

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children

Bringing them home, 650
Absence of Clerk, 47
Adjournment

HOGG, Hon. C. J. (Melbourne North)

Bendigo: radiotherapy services, 100

Adjournment

Coli ban Water: fluoridation, 100
Croft Health Care, 100

Coliban Water: fluoridation, 98
Disability 5elVices: Bendigo residence, 777

Disability 5elVices: Bendigo residence, 780
Food: genetic engineering, 211

Education: literacy and language classes, 985

Gas: Longford explosion, 43

Gas: Longford explosion, 43
Hospitals: redundancy payments, 209

Hospitals: redundancy payments, 21 I

Schools
drug counselling, 486

Heathmont Primary School, 575
Housing: first home buyers, 489
Media: harassment of patients, 489

religious instruction, 146
TAFE: ESL funding, 573

North Western Health Care Network, 896
Ozone layer, 43

WelJcoming Women's Health Service, 892

Schools

Wimmera: crop losses, 642
Bills
Arts Acts (Amendment) Bill, 125

Education (Amendment) Bill, 628
Condolences
Theodore Sidiropoulos, Esq., 104
Hospitals: privatisation, 669
NiUumbik: suspension, 512

drug counselling, 489
religious instruction, 148
TAFE: ESL funding, 575
Well coming Women's Health Service, 896
Werribee: toxic waste dump, 780
West Heidelberg health care centre, 896
White Hills-Bendigo East school, 896
Workcover: annual report, 575
Yalloum East explosion, 781
Youth: Maribymong Link program, 148
Bills

KA TSAMBANIS, Hon. P. A. (Monash)

Bills
Consumer Credit (Finance Brokers) Bill, 531
Crimes (Amendment) Bill, 136
Crimes, Confiscation and Evidence Acts (Amendment) Bill,
690
Legal Aid (Amendment) Bill, 853
Printers and Newspapers (Repeal) Bill, 90

Arts Acts (Amendment) Bill, 129
Chattel Securities (Amendment) Bill, 858

Classification (Publications, Films and Computer Games)
(Enforcement) (Amendment) Bill, 200
Education (Amendment) Bill, 433, 479, 631
Health Services (Further Amendment) Bill, 106, 184
MacKiUop Family Services Bill, 9, 80, 201, 204
Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Bill, 123
Physiotherapists Registration Bill, I, 17,42

Points of order, 529

Printers and Newspapers (Repeal) Bill, 91
Transfer of Land (Single Register) Bill, 636

Questions without notice

Victorian College of the Arts (Amendment) Bill, 433, 477,
683,684

One Nation: leader's election defeat, 3
Tourism: cruise ships, 714

Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee

Business of the house
Adjownment of bills, 441
Sessional orders, 59,143,491,559,604,618,809

Alert Digest, 11, 112,583
Health Services Commissioner
Annual report, 687
Hospitals: privatisation, 656
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Points of order, 153,519
Questions on notice

Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee
Redundant and unclear legislation, 11

Answers, 9, 112,649,716,844
McLEAN, Hon. JEAN (Melbourne West)
Questions without notice
Drugs: treatment services, 712

Gas
Longford explosion, 75
Longford safety inspections, 4

Health
service directory, 842
VRE, 179
Hospitals
acute care beds, 841
critical care beds, 649
funding, 74, 841
performance, 522
Human Services: executive remuneration, 648
Inner and Eastern Health Care Network executive: credit card,
645
Legionnaire's disease, 578
Mental health: services, 107
Mildura Base Hospital, 182
Southern Health Care Network, 518
Stress management, 436
Sun Healthcare Group, 577, 712

Adjournment

Food: genetic engineering, 209
Melbourne Custody Centre, 146
National Gallery: dispute, 894
Overseas media, 986

Ozone layer, 42
Bills

Gaming Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 947
International Transfer of Prisoners (Victoria) Bill, 469
Land Titles Validation (Amendment) Bill, 973
Victorian College of the Arts (Amendment) Bill, 679
Questions without notice
Human Services: executive remuneration, 648

NARDELLA, Hon. D. A. (Melbourne North)
Adjournment
Fair trading: Coles, 211

RACV
elections, 987

LUCAS, Hon. N. B. (Eumemmerring)
Bills

Local Government (Amendment) Bill, 30
Local Government (Governance and Melton) Bill, 741
Melbourne City Link (Amendment) Bill, 922
Planning and Environment (Amendment) Bill, 457
Points of order, 917
Questions without notice
Hospitals: funding, 74
Legionnaire's disease, 578

repairer status, 99
Rail: Rockbank land, 644
Western Highway, Rockbank, 147
Western Water. restrictions, 893
Bills

Appeal Costs Bill, 693
Bail (Amendment) Bill, 131
Chattel Securities (Amendment) Bill, 856
Classification (Publications, Films and Computer Games)
(Enforcement) (Amendment) Bill, 193
Consumer Credit (Finance Brokers) Bill, 527
Crimes (Amendment) Bill, 133, 140, 142

Chattel Securities (Amendment) Bill, 857

Crimes, Confiscation and Evidence Acts (Amendment) Bill,
687
Fundraising Appeals Bill, 442, 449
Gaming Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 952
Gas Industry Acts (Amendment) Bill, 881
International Transfer of Prisoners (Victoria) Bill, 466

Health Services (Further Amendment) Bill, 550

Legal Aid (Amendment) Bill, 852, 854, 855

LUCKINS, Hon. M. T. (WaverJey)
Bills

Licensing and Tribunal (Amendment) Bill, 956

LegaI Practice (Amendment) Bill, 463

MacKiUop Family Services Bill, 202

Licensing and Tribunal (Amendment) Bill, 954

Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Bill, 120

Local Government (Amendment) Bill, 33
Local Government (Governance and Melton) Bill, 750
Local Government (Nillumbik Shire Council) Bill, 835
Melbourne City Link (Amendment) Bill, 937
Melbourne Cricket Ground (Amendment) Bill, 730

Questions without notice
Melbourne Convention and Marketing Bureau, 929
Stress management, 436
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Patriotic Funds (Amendment) Bill, 143
Printers and Newspapers (Repeal) Bill, 87
Rail Corporations (Further Amendment) Bill, 890
Trade Measurement (Administration) (Amendment) Bill, 87
Victorian College of the Arts (Amendment) Bill, 637,682,
683,684
Gas: Longford explosion, 66

POWELL, Hon. E. J. (North Eastern)
Bills
Classification (Publications, Films and Computer Games)
(Enforcement) (Amendment) Bill, 196
Land Titles Validation (Amendment) Bill, 978
Local Government (Governance and Melton) Bill, 746

Questions without notice
Mini5terfor Finance: Workcover Authority, 167
NiUumbik: suspension, 503

Great Victorian Bike Ride, 582

Liquor Licensing Commission, 518

Points of order, 443, 50 I
POWER. Hon. PAT (JikaJika)
Questions without notice
Australian Grand Prix Corporation, 713

Adjournment

Consultancies: tender limit, 647

Banyule: traffic study, 574

Electricity industry: prices, 928
Gas: Longford ice blockage, 7

Bayside: possible government action, 643

Minister for Police and Emergency Services: pecuniaI)'
interests, 75, 182
Workcover
Esso Longford licence, 438,521

Princes Highway West: Sprayline,779

Shell refinery, 580
Workcover: dangerous goods licensing, 913

NGUYEN, Hon. S. M. (Melbourne West)
Adjournment
Housing: first home buyers, 487
Parks Victoria: dog training tender, 987
Police: strength, 779
Prisons: Vietnamese offenders, 643
PTe: employee dismissal, 210
Sunshine: unemployment, 574
Werribee: toxic waste dump, 893
Youth: Maribymong Link program, 147
Bills

La Trobe Lifeskills, 147

Road safety:

left-hand~ve

vehicles, 98

St John Ambulance: Drivesafe First Aid, 43
Vicroads: Transport Industry Consultants, 895
Bills

Building (plumbing) Bill, 204, 208
Conservation, Forests and Lands (Miscellaneous Amendments)
Bill, 535, 544, 545, 546
Land (Further Revocation of Reservations) BiJI, 144
Land (Revocation of Reservations) Bill, 461
Livestock Disease Control (Amendment) Bill, 615
Local Government (Amendment) Bill, 26, 36
Local Government (Governance and Melton) Bill, 732
Local Government (Nillumbik Shire Council) Bill, 819
Melbowne City Link (Amendment) Bill, 916
Melbourne Cricket Ground (Amendment) Bill, 724
National Parks (Amendment) Bill, 449
Physiotherapists Registration BiJI, 41
Planning and Environment (Amendment) Bill, 456
Rail Corporations (Further Amendment) Bill, 882

Arts Acts (Amendment) Bill, 127

Road Safety (Amendment) Bill, 92

Conservation, Forests and Lands (Miscellaneous Amendments)
Bill,539
Education (Amendment) Bill, 630

Road Safety (Driving Instructors) Bill, 94, 113, 114, 115

Fundraising Appeals Bill, 446
Gaming Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 950
Local Government (Governance and Melton) Bill, 744

Road Safety (Further Amendment) Bill, 129, 130
Transfer of Land (Single Register) Bill, 63 I
Transport (Amendment) Bill, 757
Nillumbik: suspension, 491, 515

MacKillop Family Services Bill, 203

Points of order, 494,917

Melbourne City Link (Amendment) Bill, 924, 931
Mutual Recognition (Victoria) BiJI, 118

Questions without notice

Planning and Environment (Amendment) Bill, 459

Gas: Longford explosion, 75, III

Printers and Newspapers (Repeal) Bill, 90

Myrtleford: pulp mill, 710

Rail Corporations (Further Amendment) Bill, 887

Roads: line marking, 581

Superannuation Acts (Amendment) Bil~ 608
Transport (Amendment) Bill, 762

Taxis: driver training, 181
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Watercraft

licensing, 8
safety, 929

Bills
Classification (Publications, Films and Computer Games)
(Enforcement) (Amendment) Bill, 198
Livestock Disease Control (Amendment) Bill, 622

PRESIDENT, The (Hon. B. A. Chamberlain)

Physiotherapists Registration Bill, 39
Questions without notice

Absence of Clerk, 47
Adjournment

Mental health: services, 107
Road safety: visually impaired pedestrians, 841

Members: misleading statements, 212
Business of the house
Christmas felicitations, 984
Right of reply, 79
Chamber: sound system, 899
Commonwealth treaty documents, II

SMITH, Hon. K. M. (South Eastern)
Adjournment
Bass Coast Beach Festival, 894

Bills
Building (Plumbing) Bill, 206
National Parks (Amendment) Bill, 454

Distinguished visitors, 443

Points of order, 150, 151,906,948,962, 986

Governor's speech

Questions without notice

Address-in-reply, I
Questions on notice

Australian Grand Prix Corporation, 581
Road safety: black spot program, 521

Answers, 112,440,582,716

SMITH, Hon. W.!. (Silvan)
Rulings,5,6,37,49,55,57, 108, 149, 150, 151, 152, 153, 155,
156,161,172,180,212,433,436,437,438,439,440,494,503,
504,507,515,516,517,520,521,549,588,649,712,716,744,
838, 843, 844, 906, 908, 986, 987
(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)

Bills
Arts Acts (Amendment) Bill, 124

Victorian College of the Arts (Amendment) Bill, 678
Questions without notice

PULL EN, Hon. B. T. (Melbourne)

Electronic commerce, 72
Retail tenancies: education program, 440

Adjournment
North Western Health Care Network, 894

STONEY, Hoo. E. G. (Central Highlands)

Summerhill Residential Park., Reservoir, 987
Bills
Bills

National Parks (Amendment) Bill, 453

Health SeIvices (Further Amendment) Bill, 553
Land Titles Validation (Amendment) Bill, 976
Local Government (Nillumbik Shire Council) Bill, 828

Condolences
Theodore Sidiropoulos, Esq., 105
Federal--State Relations Committee

Nillumbik: suspension, 498
Points of order, 493,504
Questions without notice
Bicycles: facilities, 930
Tourism: international visitors, 6

Australian federalism, 583
Hospitals: privatisation, 660

STRONG, Hon. C. A. (Higinbotham)

Bills
ROss, Hon. J. W. G. (Higinbotham)

Electricity Industry Acts (Amendment) Bill, 867
Gas Industry Acts (Amendment) Bill, 874

Adjournment

Liquor Control Reform Bill, 718

Rail: Patterson station, 98

Rail Corporations (Further Amendment) Bill, 890

Retail industry: swveillance devices, 777

Superannuation Acts (Amendment) Bill, 607

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
Distinguished visitors, 719

Gas industry: privatisation, 838, 839

Questions without notice

Workcover
dangerous goods licences, 646, 924

Hospitals: critical care beds, 649
National Exchange of Vehicle and Driver Information System,
7
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Esso Longford licence, 433, 436, 516, 579, 926
field services director, 715
Longford safety inspections, 439
Mulgrave office, lW, 180, 5 I9

Rulings, 695, 697

safety inspection blitz, 647
(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)

safety inspectors, 714
Sale office, 3, 71

THEOPHANOUS, Hon. T. C. (JikaJika)

Shell refinery 106, 107,580

Adjournment
Gas: Longford safety inspections, 44
Warrnambool and District Base Hospital, 488
West Coast Railway, 986
Workcover
annual report, 210, 574

Workcover: dangerous goods licensing, 899,915

VARTY, HOD. ROSEMARY (Silvan)
Questions without notice
Governor of Victoria Export Awards, 438

Traralgon office, 99
Bills

Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 586,602,603
Conservation, Forests and Lands (Miscellaneous Amendments)
Bill, 544, 545
Electricity Industry Acts (Amendment) Bill, 858
Gaming Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 940
Gas Industry Acts (Amendment) Bill, 870, 876, 877, 879, 880,
882
Liquor Control Reform BiII, 694
Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Bill, 116
Petroleum Bill, 473,568,569,570,571,572
State Taxation (Further Amendment) Bill, 958
Superannuation Acts (Amendment) Bill, 606
Victorian Institute of Marine Sciences (Repeal) Bill, 563
Business of the house
Christmas felicitations, 982
Right of reply, 77

Condolences
Theodore Sidiropoulos, Esq., 103
Gas: Longford explosion, 47, 70
Minister for Finance: Workcover Authority, 149, 172
Petitions
Public Sector Management and Employment Bill, 10
Points of order, 108, 151, 172,439,500,516,519,588,594,
723,910,962

WALPOLE, Hon. D. T. (Melbourne)
Adjournment
Media: harassment of patients, 487
Yalloum East explosion, 779
Questions without notice
Workcover. executive salaries, 521

WELlS, Hon. R J. H. (Eumemmerring)
Bills

Accident Compensation (Amendment) BiII, 600
Livestock Disease Control (Amendment) Bill, 620
Victorian Institute of Marine Sciences (Repeal) Bill, 565
Points of order, 151
Questions without notice
Principal adviser for science, engineering and technology, 76
Small business: awards, 647
Youth: pay rates, 839

Wll..DING, Hon. SUE (Chelsea)
Bills

International Transfer of Prisoners (Victoria) Bill, 471
Road Safety (Amendment) Bill, 93
Questions without notice

Questions without notice
Electricity: business tariffs, 842
Gas
Longford explosion, 73, 183
Longford safety inspections, 2

Road safety: Safety First strategy, 183
Small business: financial assistance, 715
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Questions on notice answered during period covered by this index

Qn
2
30
43
47
49
53
102
106
108
112
114
118
131
133
580
581
585
586
589
592
593
594
595
596
6IJ7
6IJ8
6IJ9
610
615
616
617
618
619
620
621
622
623
624
625
626
627
628
630
631
632
652
653
654
655
656

I Portfolio and subject matter
Treasurer: Intergraph contract
Treasurer: Intergraph contract
Education: ministerial expenses
Corrections: ministerial expenses
Corrections: parliamentary secretary expenses
Police and Emergency Services: ministerial expenses
Police and Emergency Services: parliamentary secretary expenses
Women's Affairs: ministerial expenses
Women's Affairs: parliamentary secretary expenses
Fair Trading: ministerial expenses
Fair Trading: parliamentary secretary expenses
Attorney-General: ministerial expenses
Attorney-General: ministerial expenses
Education: asset sales
Education: public relations and marketing
Corrections: credit cards
Police and Emergency Services: credit cards
Attorney-General: credit cards
Fair Trading: credit cards
Women's Affairs: credit cards
Police and Emergency Services: Gippsland Ranges bushfires
Police and Emergency Services: Gippsland Ranges bushfires
Police and Emergency Services: Gippsland Ranges bushfires
Police and Emergency SeIVices: Gippsland Ranges bushfires
Police and Emergency Services: Gippsland Ranges bushfires
Agriculture and Resources: Barwon Region Water Authority salaries
Agriculture and Resources: Central Highlands Region Water Authority salaries
Agriculture and Resources: Coliban Region Water Authority salaries
Agriculture and Resources: Goulbum-Murray Rural Water Authority salaries
Police and Emergency ~1ces: CF A and MFB postcodes
Police and Emergency Services: Metropolitan Fire Brigades staff
Police and Emergency Services: Country Fire Authority staff
Police and Emergency Services: Country Fire Authority expenses
Police and Emergency SeIVices: Metropolitan Fire Brigade expenses
Police and Emergency SeIVices: Metropolitan Fire Brigade advertising
Police and Emergency Services: Metropolitan Fire Brigade consultancies
Police and Emergency Services: Country Fire Authority advertising
Police and Emergency SeIVices: Country Fire Authority consultancies
Police and Emergency SeIVices: Country Fire Authority staff
Police and Emergency Services: Country Fire Authority asset disposal
Police and Emergency SeIVices: Metropolitan Fire Brigade asset disposal
Police and Emergency Services: Country Fire Authority brigades and volunteers
Police and Emergency Services: CFA brigades and volunteers
Police and Emergency Services: Metropolitan Fire Brigade defibrillators
Police and Emergency Services: Metropolitan Fire Brigade contracts
Police and Emergency Services: Country Fire Authority contracts
Agriculture and Resources: Sunraysia Rural Water Authority
Agriculture and Resources: Western Water
Agriculture and Resources: Westernport Region Water Authority
Agriculture and Resources: Wimmera-Mallee Water
Agriculture and Resources: Barwon Region Water Authority
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213
213
423
213
214
214
215
215
216
216
217
217
218
218
423
224
225
225
226
227
228
228
229
229
229
229
230
230
231
231
233
233
233
234
234
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236
237
237
238
238
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239
240
244
245
245
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246
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Qn

659
682
686
692
694
695
696
697
698
699
700
702
703
704
705
707
708
709
7\0
711
715
731
749
770
771
774
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777
778
779
782
787
788
789
790
791
803
816
819
822
905
906

907
913
914
915
916
917
924
929
933
935
938
941
943
944

I Portfolio and subject matter
Treasurer: Gas and Fuel Corporation consultants
Education: advertising
Agriculture and Resources: advertising
Premier: Food IndustIy Advisory Committee
Agriculture and Resources: City West Water
Agriculture and Resources: East Gippsland Region Water Authority
Agriculture and Resources: Gippsland Water
Agriculture and Resources: Glenelg Water
Agriculture and Resources: Goulbum Valley Water
Agriculture and Resources: GoulburrrMurray Water
Agriculture and Resources: Grampians Region Water Authority
Agriculture and Resources: Lower Murray Region Water Authority
Agriculture and Resources: Melbourne Water
Agriculture and Resources: Mid-Goulbum Regional Water Board
Agriculture and Resources: Otway Region Water Authority
Agriculture and Resources: Portland Coast Region Water Authority
Agriculture and Resources: South East Water
Agriculture and Resources: South Gipsland Region Water Authority
Agriculture and Resources: South West Water
Agriculture and Resources: Southern Rural Water
Gaming: media research
Planning and Local Government: ministerial expenses
Conservation and Land Management Land Titles Office, Ballarat
Agriculture and Resources: advertising
Education: advertising
Arts: advertising
Premier: annual reports
Multicultural Affairs: annual reports
Police and Emergency Services: annual reports
Corrections: annual reports
Agriculture and Resources: annual reports
Attorney-General: annual reports
Fair Trading: annual reports
Women's Affairs: annual reports
Treasurer: annual reports
Arts: annual reports
Agriculture and Resources: staff
Premier: advertising
Agriculture and Resources: advertiSing
Arts: advertising
Police and Emergency Services: ministerial expenses
Corrections: ministerial expenses
Women's Affairs: advertising
Police and Emergency Services: Country Fire Authority tumouts
Police and Emergency Services: Country Fire Authority tumouts
Police and Emergency Services: Justice corporate plan
Police and Emergency Services: services in growth corridors
Police and Emergency Services: federallndustrial Relations Act
Education: student support services
Education: information technology subsidy program
Education: school sites
Education: teacher salaries
Education: contract teachers
Police and Emergency Services: Safer Cities and Shires
Premier: Victoria on the Move
Premier: Victoria on the Wire
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Hon. M. M. Gould
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Hon. M. M. Gould
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Qn
946
952
955
957
958
959
960
961
962
963
964
965
966
967
968
969
970
971
972
973
974
975
976
977
978
979
980
981
982
983
984
985
986
987
988
989
990
991
992
993
994
995
996
997
998
999
1000
1001
1002
1003
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1007
1008
1009

I Portfolio and subject matter
Treasurer: Revenue Directions
Industry, Science and Technology: State Trustees Ltd
Roads and Ports: Holy Rosary School crossing
Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West preschools
Youth and CommWlity Services: Barwon-South West preschools
Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West child-are services
Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West neighbourhood houses
Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West neighbourhood houses
Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West neighbourhood houses
youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West telephone counselling
Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West financial counselling
Youth and CommWlity Services: Barwon-South West problem gambling
Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West problem gambling
Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West problem gambling
Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West counsellors skills
Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West children's services
Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West early intervention services
Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West family services
Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West family services
Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West family services
Youth and CommWlity Services: Barwon-South Westpreschools
Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West school nursing programs
Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West maternal and child health services
Youth and CommWlity Services: Barwon-South West maternal and child health services
Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West maternal and child health services
Youth and CommWlity Services: Barwon-South West early parenting centres
Youth and CommWlity Services: Barwon-South West early intervention services
youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan Koori preschool assistants programs
Youth and CommWlity Services: Eastern Metropolitan preschools
Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan child-are services
Youth and CommWlity Services: Eastern Metropolitan child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan neighbourhood houses
Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan neighbourhood houses
Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan neighbourhood houses
Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan telephone counselling
Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan financial counselling
youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan problem gambling
Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan problem gambling
Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan problem gambling
Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan counsellors skills
Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan family services
Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan early intervention services
Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan family services
Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan Early Choices
Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan Family Choice
Youth and Community Services: Eastem Metropolitan preschools
Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan school nursing programs
Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan maternal and child health services
Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan maternal and child health services
Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan maternal and child health services
Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan family health services
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1010
lOll

1012
1013
1014
1015
1016
1017
1018
1019
1020
1021
1022
1023
1024
1025
1026
1027
1028
1029
1030
1031
\032
1033
1034
\035
1036
1037
1038
1039
1040
1041
1042
1043
1044
1045
1046
1047
1048
1049
1050
\051
1052
1053
1054
1055
1056
1057
1058
1059
1060
1061
1062
1063
1064
1065

I Portfolio and subject matter
Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan early intervention services
Youth and Community Services: Gippsland Koori preschool assistants program
Youth and Community Services: Gippsland preschools
Youth and Community Services: Gippsland child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Gippsland child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Gippsland child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Gippsland child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Gippsland neighbourhood houses
Youth and Community Services: Gippsland neighbourhood houses
Youth and Community Services: Gippsland neighbourhood houses
Youth and Community Services: Gippsland telephone counselling
Youth and Community Services: Gippsland financial counselling
Youth and Community Services: Gippsland problem gambling
Youth and Community Services: Gippsland problem gambling
Youth and Community Services: Gippsland problem gambling
Youth and Community Services: Gippsland counsellors skills
Youth and Community Services: Gippsland family services
Youth and Community Services: Gippsland early intervention services
Youth and Community Services: Gippsland family services
Youth and Community Services: Gippsland Early Choices
Youth and Community Services: Gippsland Family Choice
Youth and Community Services: Gippsland preschools
Youth and Community Services: Gippsland school nursing programs
Youth and Community Services: Gippsland maternal and child health services
Youth and Community Services: Gippsland maternal and child health services
Youth and Community Services: Gippsland maternal and child health services
Youth and Community Services: Gippsland early parenting centres
Youth and Community Services: Gippsland early intervention programs
Youth and Community Services: Grampians Koori preschool assistants program
Youth and Community Services: Grampians preschools
Youth and Community Services: Grampians child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Grampians child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Grampians child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Grampians child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Grampians neighbourhood houses
Youth and Community Services: Grampians neighbourhood houses
Youth and Community Services: Grampians neighbourhood houses
Youth and Community Services: Grampians telephone counselling
Youth and Community Services: Grampians financial counselling
youth and Community Services: Grampians problem gambling
Youth and Community Services: Grampians problem gambling
Youth and Community Services: Grampians problem gambling
Youth and Community Services: Grampians counsellors skills
Youth and Community Services: Grampians family services
Youth and Community Services: Grampians early intervention services
Youth and Community Services: Grampians family services
Youth and Community Services: Grampians Early Choices
Youth and Community Services: Grampians Family Choice
Youth and Community Services: Grampians preschools
Youth and Community Services: Grampians school nursing programs
Youth and Community Services: Grampians maternal and child health services
Youth and Community Services: Grampians maternal and child health services
You:h and Community Services: Grampians maternal and child health services
Youth and Community Services: Grampians early parenting centres
Youth and Community Services: Grampians early intervention programs
Youth and Community Services: Hume Koori preschool assistants program
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Qn
1066
1067
1068
1069
1070
1071
1072
1073
1074
1075
1076
1077
1078
1079
1080
1081
1082
1083
1084
1085
1086
1087
1088
1089
1090
1091
1092
1093
1094
1095
1096
1097
1098
1099
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1102
1103
1104
1105
1106
1107
1108
1109
1110
IIII

1112
1113
1114
IllS
1116
1117
1118
1119
1120
1121

I Portfolio and subject matter
Youth and Community Services: Hume preschools
Youth and Community Services: Hume child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Hume child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Hume child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Hume child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Hwne neighbourhood houses
Youth and Community Services: Hwne neighbourhood houses
Youth and Community Services: Hwne neighbourhood house funding
Youth and Community Services: Hwne telephone counselling
Youth and Community Services: Hwne financial counselling
Youth and Community Services: Hwne problem gambling
Youth and Community Services: Hwne problem gambling
Youth and Community Services: Hwne problem gambling
Youth and Community Services: Hwne counsellors skills
Youth and Community Services: Hwne family services
Youth and Community Services: Hwne early intervention services
Youth and Community Services: Hwne family services
Youth and Community Services: Hwne Early Choices
Youth and Community Services: Hume Family Choice
Youth and Community Services: Hwne preschools
youth and Community Services: Hume school nursing programs
Youth and Community Services: Hume maternal and child health services
Youth and Community Services: Hwne maternal and child health services
Youth and Community Services: Hume matemal and child health services
Youth and Community Services: Hume family services
Youth and Community Services: Hwne early intervention services
youth and Community Services: Loddo~Mallee Koori preschool assistants program
Youth and Community Services: Loddo~Mallee preschools
Youth and Community Services: Loddo~Mallee child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Loddo~Mallee child-care funding
Youth and Community Services: Loddon-Mallee child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Loddo~Mallee child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Loddo~Mallee neighbourhood houses
Youth and Community Services: Loddon-Mallee neighbourhood houses
Youth and Community Services: Loddo~Mallee neighbourhood houses
Youth and Community Services: Loddo~Mallee telephone counselling
youth and Community Services: Loddo~Mallee financial counselling
Youth and Community Services: Loddo~Mallee problem gambling
Youth and Community Services: Loddo~Mallee problem gambling
Youth and Community Services: Loddo~Ma1lee problem gambling
Youth and Community Services: Loddo~Mallee counsellors skills
Youth and Community Services: Loddon-Mallee family services
Youth and Community Services: Loddo~Mallee early intervention services
Youth and Community Services: Loddon-Mallee family services
Youth and Community Services: Loddo~Mallee Early Choices
Youth and Community Services: Loddo~Mallee Family Choice
Youth and Community Services: Loddon-Mallee preschools
Youth and Community Services: Loddo~Mallee school nursing programs
Youth and Community Services: Loddo~Mallee maternal and child health services
Youth and Community Services: Loddo~Mallee maternal and child health services
Youth and Community Services: Loddo~Mallee maternal and child health services
Youth and Community Services: Loddo~Mallee family services
Youth and Community Services: Loddo~Mallee early intervention services
Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan Koori preschool assistants program
Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan preschools
Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan family services
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I Portfolio and subject matter
Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan neighbourhood houses
Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan neighbourhood houses
Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan neighbourhood houses
Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan telephone counselling
Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan financial counselling
Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan problem gambling
youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan problem gambling
Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan problem gambling
Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan counsellors skills
Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan family services
Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan early intervention services
Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan family services
Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan Early Choices
Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan Family Choice
Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan preschools
Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan school nursing programs
Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan maternal and child health services
Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan maternal and child health services
Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan maternal and child health services
Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan family services
Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan early intervention services
Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan Koori preschool assistants program
Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan preschools
Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan neighbourhood houses
Youth and CommlDlity Services: Southern Metropolitan neighbourhood houses
Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan neighbourhood houses
Youth and CommlDlity Services: Southern Metropolitan telephone counselling
Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan financial counselling
youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan problem gambling
Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan problem gambling
Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan problem gambling
Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan counsellors skills
Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan family services
Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan early intervention services
Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan family services
Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan Early Choices
Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan Family Choice
Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan preschools
Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan school nursing programs
Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan maternal and child health services
Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan matemal and child health services
Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan maternal and child health services
Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan family services
Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan early intervention services
Youth and Community Services: Westem Metropolitan preschools
Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan preschools
Youth and Community Services: Westem Metropolitan child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan child-care services
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I Portfolio and subject matter
Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan neighbourhood houses
Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan neighbourhoods
Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan neighbourhood houses
Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan telephone counselling
Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan financial counselling
Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan problem gambling
Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan problem gambling
Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan problem gambling
Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan counsellors skills
Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan family services
Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan early intervention services
Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan family services
Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan Early Choices
youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan Family Choice
Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan preschools
Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan school nursing programs
Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan maternal and child health services
Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan maternal and child health services
Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan maternal and child health services
Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan family services
Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan early intervention services
Health: spending
Conservation and Land Managernent DunolIy office
Finance: office accommodation
Finance: Government Employee Housing Authority
Roads and Ports: projects
Youth and Community Services: information technology outsourcing
Education: information technology outsourcing
Aboriginal Affairs: information technology outsourcing
Housing: information technology outsourcing
Women's Affairs: information technology outsourcing
Multimedia: information technology outsourcing
Planning and Local Government: information technology outsourcing
Sport: information technology outsourcing
Rural Development information technology outsourcing
Aged Care: information technology outsourcing
Health: information technology outsourcing
Tourism: information technology outsourcing
Small Business: information technology outsourcing
Transport: information technology outsourcing
Police and Emergency Services: information technology outsourcing
Corrections: information technology outsourcing
Agriculture and Resources: information technology outsourcing
Roads and Ports: information technology outsourcing
Treasurer. information technology outsourcing
Gaming: information technology outsourcing
Finance: information technology outsourcing
Premier: information technology outsourcing
Multicultural Affairs: information technology outsourcing
Arts: information technology outsourcing
Attorney-General: information technology outsourcing
Fair Trading: information technology outsourcing
Conservation and Land Managernent: information technology outsourcing
Tertiary Education and Training: consultancies
Police and Emergency Services: Metropolitan Fire Brigade properties
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Portfolio and subject maner
Police and Emergency Services: Country Fire Authority properties
Housing: consultancies
Education: consultancies
Youth and Community Services: consultancies
Small Business: consultancies
Health: consultancies
Tourism: consultancies
Arts: consultancies
Industry, Science and Technology: consultancies
Youth and Community Services: child protection services
Rural Development: consultancies
Agriculture and Resources: consultancies
Police and Emergency Services: consultancies
Transport: consultancies
Roads and Ports: consultancies
Attorney-General: consultancies
Fair Trading: consultancies
Women's Affairs: consultancies
Education: consultancies
Sport: consultancies
Education: capital expenditure
Education: school global budgets
Education: capital expenditure
Education: outsourcing
Youth and Community Services: child, adolescent and fiunily welfare services
Youth and Community Services: child protection services
Youth and Community Services: child protection services
Transport: tram validator
Health: Suicide Prevention Task Force recommendations
Housing: waiting lists
Youth and Community Services: youth initiative grants
Housing: public housing stock
Housing: capital works budget
Housing: HEF bond scheme moneys
Housing: community housing stock
Education: output group perfonnance measures
Education: output group perfonnance measures
Education: output group perfonnance measures
Education: output group perfonnance measures
Tertiary Education and Training: output group perfonnance measures
Tertiary Education and Training: output group perfonnance measures
Tertiary Education and Training: output group perfonnance measures
Education: output group perfonnance measures
Education: output group perfonnance measures
Tertiary Education and Training: output group perfonnance measures
Tertiary Education and Training: output group perfonnance measures
Health: output group perfonnance measures
Health: output group perfonnance measures
Health: output group perfonnance measures
Health: output group perfonnance measures
Health: output group perfonnance measures
Health: output group perfonnance measures
Health: output group perfonnance measures
Health: output group perfonnance measures
Health: output group perfonnance measures
Aged Care: output group perfonnance measures

I Askedby
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. Pat Power
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould

Page

356
358
358
358
358
359
359
359
360
360
360
361
361
361
361
362
362
362
363
363
363
363
364
364
365
365
366
367
367
427
370
429
430
430
431
370
371
371
371
372
372
372
373
373
373
373
374
374
374
375
375
375
375
376
376
376

I

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

(32)

Qn
1300
1301
1302
1303
1304
1305
1306
1307
1308
1309
1310
1311
1312
1313
1314
1315
1316
1317
1318
1319
1320
1321
1322
1323
1324
1325
1326
1327
1328
1329
1330
1331
1332
1333
1334
1335
1336
1337
1338
1339
1340
1341
1342
1343
1344
1345
1346
1347
1348
1349
1350
1351
1352
1353
1354
1355

I Portfolio and subject matter
Aged Care: output group performance measures
Aged Care: output group performance measures
Aged Care: output group performance measures
Youth and Community Services: output group perfonnance measures
Youth and CommWlity Services: output group perfonnance measures
Youth and Community Services: output group performance measures
Youth and CommWlity Services: output group performance measures
Youth and CommWlity Services: output group performance measures
Youth and Community Services: output group performance measures
Youth and Community Services: output group performance measures
Youth and Community Services: output group perfonnance measures
Youth and Community Services: output group perfonnance measures
Health: output group performance measures
Youth and CommWlity Services: output group performance measures
Youth and Community Services: output group performance measures
Youth and Community Services: output group performance measures
Youth and Community Services: output group performance measures
Youth and Community Services: output group performance measures
Youth and Community Services: output group performance measures
Youth and Community Services: output group perfonnance measures
youth and Community Services: output group perfonnance measures
Youth and Community Services: output group perfonnance measures
Youth and Community Services: output group performance measures
Youth and Community Services: output group perfonnance measures
Youth and Community Services: output group performance measures
Youth and Community Services: output group performance measures
Youth and Community Services: output group performance measures
Aboriginal Affairs: output group performance measures
Aboriginal Affairs: output group performance measures
Aboriginal Affairs: output group perfonnance measures
Housing: output group performance measures
Housing: output group performance measures
Housing: output group performance measures
Housing: output group performance measures
Housing: output group performance measures
Housing: output group performance measures
Housing: output group performance measures
Housing: output group performance measures
Housing: output group performance measures
Housing: output group performance measures
Housing: output group performance measures
Housing: output group performance measures
Agriculture and Resources: output group performance measures
Agriculture and Resources: output group perfonnance measures
Agriculture and Resources: output group perfonnance measures
Agriculture and Resources: output group perfonnance measures
Agriculture and Resources: output group performance measures
Agriculture and Resources: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
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I Portfolio and subject matter
Conservation and Land Management output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Agriculture and Resources: output group performance measures
Agriculture and Resow-ces: output group performance measures
Agriculture and Resources: output group performance measures
Agriculture and Resources: output group performance measures
Agriculture and Resources: output group performance measures
Agriculture and Resources: output group performance measures
Agriculture and Resources: output group performance measures
Agriculture and Resources: output group performance measures
Agriculture and Resources: output group performance measures
Agriculture and Resources: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Industry, Science and Technology: output group performance measures
Industry, Science and Technology: output group performance measures
Industry, Science and Technology: output group performance measures
Tourism: output group performance measures
Tourism: output group performance measures
Tourism: output group performance measures
Toutism: output group performance measures
Sport: output group performance measures
Treasurer. output group performance measures
Tourism: output group performance measures
Industry, Science and Technology: output group performance measures
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I Portfolio and subject matter
Industry, Science and Technology: output group performance measures
Small Business: output group performance measures
Small Business: output group performance measures
Sport: output group performance measures
Rural Development output group performance measures
Rural Development: output group performance measures
Treasurer: output group performance measures
Industry, Science and Technology: output group performance measures
Industry, Science and Technology: output group performance measures
Treasurer: output group performance measures
Industry, Science and Technology: output group performance measures
Industry, Science and Technology: output group performance measures
Tourism: output group performance measures
Industry, Science and Technology: output group performance measures
Sport: output group perfonnance measures
Industry, Science and Technology: output group performance measures
Tourism: output group performance measures
Sport: output group performance measures
Sport output group performance measures
Sport output group performance measures
Industry, Science and Technology: output group performance measures
Industry, Science and Technology: output group performance measures
Industry, Science and Technology: output group performance measures
Small Business: output group performance measures
Treasurer: output group performance measures
Industry, Science and Technology: output group performance measures
Industry, Science and Technology: output group performance measures
Industry, Science and Technology: output group performance measures
Sport output group performance measures
Sport: output group performance measures
Treasurer: output group performance measures
Treasurer: output group performance measures
Treasurer: output group performance measures
Treasurer: output group performance measures
Treasurer: output group performance measures
Treasurer: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management market research
Treasurer. Melbourne Water community group grants
Agriculture and Resources: Melbourne Water community group grants
Conservation and Land Management: Melbourne Water commWlity group grants
Conservation and Land Management: Melbourne zoo attendance figures
Conservation and Land Management: Parks Victoria funding
Conservation and Land Management: Parks Victoria staffing
Conservation and Land Management: Melbourne Parks and Waterways funding
Conservation and Land Management: National Parks Service funding
Conservation and Land Management: National Parks Service revenue
Treasurer. Melbourne Parks and Waterways revenue
Treasurer: Melbourne Parks and Waterways revenue
Youth and CommWlity Services: ministerial expenses
Premier: advertising
Treasurer: advertising
Agriculture and Resources: advertising
Education: advertising
Health: advertising
Finance: advertising
Transport: advertising
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I Portfolio and subject matter
Roads and Ports: advertising
Planning and Local Government: advertising
Youth and Community Services: advertising
Sport: advertising
Corrections: advertising
Women's Affairs: advertising
Fair Trailing: advertising
Rural Development: Rural Victoria 2001 program
Education: voluntary departure packages
Health: Department of Human Services staff
Health: land and building sales
Finance: Victorian Workcover Authority advertising
Agriculture and Resources: Barwon Region Water Authority salaries and expenses
Agriculture and Resources: Central Highlands Region Water Authority salaries and expenses
Agriculture and Resources: Coliban Region Water Authority salaries and expenses
Agriculture and Resources: Goulbum-Murray Rural Water Authority salaries and expenses
Finance: City of Melboume capital works projects
Housing: Direct Tenure Public Rental program
Housing: hospital staff
Planning and Local Government: Docklands Authority staff
Planning and Local Government: Heritage Council fees and budgets
Roads and Ports: Melbourne Port Corporation projected budget
Roads and Ports: Roads Corporation Advisory Board projected budget
Aged Care: advertising
Roads and Ports: ministerial staff
Roads and Ports: public relations contracts
Conservation and Land Management: Central Highlands Region Water Authority salaries and
consultancies
Aged Care: media research and public opinion polling
Health: media research and public opinion polling
Finance: residential allowances
Aged Care: advertising
Information Technology and Multimedia: Vicnet
Youth and Community Services: media research and public opinion polling
Gaming: Crown Casino - Community Support Fund
Planning and Local Government: Agenda 21 Quanerly
Education: ministerial expenses
Small Business: Small Business Victoria
Rural Development: Country Link
Education: conveyance allowance
Premier: Premier and Cabinet staff
Arts: Premier and Cabinet staff
Multicultural Affairs: Premier and Cabinet staff
Agriculture and Resources: Natural Resources and Environment staff
Small Business: State Development staff
Towism: State Development staff
Industry, Science and Technology: State Development staff
Transport: Infrastructure staff
Roads and Ports: Infrastructure staff
Education: staff
Finance: Treasury and Finance staff
Gaming: Treasury and Finance staff
Housing: Human Services staff
Aboriginal Affairs: Human Services staff
Tertiary Education and Training: Education staff
Health: Human Services staff
Planning and Local Government: Infrastructure staff
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I Portfolio and subject matter
Police and Emergency Services: Justice staff
Corrections: Justice staff
Youth and Community Services: Human Services staff
Sport: State Development staff
Rural Development: State Development staff
Treasurer: Treasury and Finance staff
Infonnation Technology and Multimedia: State Development staff
Attorney-General: Justice staff
Women's Affairs: Justice staff
Fair Trading: Justice staff
Conservation and Land Management: Melbourne Water drainage and development package
Planning and Local Government From Doughnut City to Caft Society
Planning and Local Government public libraries publication funding
Planning and Local Government Your Place in Planning
Youth and Community Services: youth and family services infonnation kit
Health: nurses care awards posters
Health: nurses care awards nomination fonns
Conservation and Land Management Care about the bay
Conservation and Land Management: Melbourne Water's Healthy Waterways
Conservation and Land Management: Melbourne Water's stonnwater and sewerage systems
leaflet
Small Business: Small Business Bulletin
Small Business: May 1998 calendar of events
Planning and Local Government Your Street Your Say
Planning and Local Government planning pamphlet
Planning and Local Government medium density and residential development action plan letter
Planning and Local Government: Municipal Fact Sheet Series Residential Development
Planning and Local Government good design infonnation kit
Planning and Local Government: medium-density housing and residential development action
plan
Planning and Local Government: neighbourhood agreement action plan
Planning and Local Government: Creating Prosperity: Victoria's Capital City Policy - annual
report
Industry, Science and Technology: Stopwatch News and Information bulletin
Housing: transitional housing
Health: Vichealth Letter
Sport: Sport and Recreation Victoria - A Rural Perspective for 1998
Sport: sports infonnation services guide
Sport: Active State
Rural Development: rural and regional strategy pamphlet
Infonnation Technology and Multimedia: converge multimedia newsletter
Infonnation Technology and Multimedia: open letter on infonnation age video
Infonnation Technology and Multimedia: infonnation age video
Finance: Victorian Workcover Authority hazardous substances regulations
Finance: Victorian Workcover Authority hazardous substances regulations
Finance: Victorian Workcover Authority Saftty Map: the Facts
Planning and Local Government: Agenda 21
Industty, Science and Technology: Strategic Thinking
Aged Care: older Victorians guide
Tourism: Eureka Flag, Sovereign Hill, Ballarat
Industty, Science and Technology: marketing government services staff
Health: marketing government services staff
Youth and Community Services: marketing government services staff
Small Business: marketing government services staff
Tourism: Events Unit
Tourism: Events Unit
Sport: program funding
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I Portfolio and subject matter
Sport: training facilities for Olympics
Sport: racing funding
Sport: netball and hockey facilities, Royal Park
Conservation and Land Management MCG Trust
Health: MulticuJtural Victoria Inquiry
Treasurer: radio advertising campaign
Tourism: grand prix - Asian currency collapse
Tourism: grand prix contract
Tourism: grand prix contract
Towism: grand prix contract
Tourism: grand prix maintenance costs
Tourism: grand prix rental
Tourism: grand prix public sector sponsorship
Tourism: grand prix tobacco advertising
Tourism: grand prix licence fees
Tourism: grand prix taxation revenue
Tourism: Au.straIian Grand Prix COlpOration grants
Tourism: grand prix corporate facilities
Tourism: grand prix sales revenue figures
Tourism: grand prix supply services
Tourism: grand prix employees government credit cards
Towism: Bledisloe Cup economic impact report
Tourism: grand prix seating
Education: teacher salary bands
Industry, Science and Technology: millennium bug advertisement
Health: hosptials advertisement
Industry, Science and Technology: millennium bug program advertisement
Transport: V!Line freight employees, Bendigo
Youth and Community Services: youth services program grants
Housing: Kensington tenants
Housing: bonds and emergency grants
Housing: bonds and emergency grants
Housing: stock acquisition targets
Housing: public housing tenants
Housing: house occupancies
Housing: homeless people
Housing: tender procedures
Housing: equity option letter
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