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LEG IS L A 'r I V E
Address-in-Reply.
(See Lictlterw;nt-Governor,
His Excellency the.)
Appropriation Bill-Statements by Mr. Jones
r€
proposed introduction, i7; by Dr.
Ha.rris, 77; Bill received from Legislative
.Assembly, and read first time, 87; second
reading mm-ed by )11'. Jones, 8i; Bill read
second time, 87; ('onsidered in Committee,
87; third reading, 8St
Aust.ralian Loan Council. (See Pre'miel's' OonjC'rcnce (lnd A'lIstml-ian Loan COimcil.)
Bath, Hon. E. G. (Kelson Prov.).
Railway Department-CommissiQlwrs' Tours
of Inspection: Sunday Trains: Answers to
M"mbers' Questions, 84.
C1airmen of Conunittces (Temporary)-President's warrant laid on table, 5.
Disney, Hon. J. H. (Melbourne West Prov.).
Ljeutenant-Goyernor's Speech, 5.
Edgar, Hon. W. H. (East Yarra Prov.).
Railway Department-Commissioners' Tours
of Inspection: Sunday Trains: Answers to
Members' Questions, 78.
Elections and Qualifications CommitteePresident's warrant laid on table, 5.
Goudie, Hon. G. L. (North-Western Prov.).
RaHway Department-Commissioners' Tours
of Inspection: Sunday Trains: Answers to
Members' Questions, R6.
Governor, His Exct>llency the. (St>e Liell,tena·ntGuvern01', Hi,s Excellency the.)
]595.

COUNCII~J

HarriS, Hon. Dr. J. R. (North-Eastern Prov.).
A'ppropriation BiB, 77.
Premiers' Conference and Australian Loan
Council. 89.
Hai lway De;partmen f.-Commissioners' Tours
of Inspect.ion: Sunday Trains, 83 .
Jones, Hon· J. P. (Melbourne East Prov.).
Appropriation Bill, 77, 87, 88.
Businet:s of the House, 88.
,Tudgments (Reciprocity) Bill, 5.
Position of Ministry, 77.
Premiers' Conference and Australian Loan
Council, 89.
Railwa.y D~IHtrtment-Commis8ioners' 'l'ol1r.
of Inspection: Answers to Members' Ques·
tions, 82.
JUdgments (Reciprocity) Bill-Brougllt in by
Mr. Jones, a.nd read first time, 5.
Leave of Absence-Motion by Mr. Pittard, for
lea.ve of absence to Mr. Brawn, agreed to,

ll.
Lieutenant-Governor, His Excellency the (Sir
William Hill IrvillP, K.C.M.G., Chief Justice of Vict.oria)-Specch at opening of
session, 1; motion by Mr. Disney for adopt.ion of Address-in-Reply, 5; seconded by
Mr. McN'amara., 11; debate adjourned, 11.
McArthur, Hon. G. S. (South-Western Proy.).
Appropriation Bill, 88.
NewtO\vn and Chilwell Fire Brigade, 88.
McNamara, Hon. D. L. (Melbourne East
Prov.).
Lieutcnant-Governor's Speech, 11.

(z)
Meml;pr,

INDEX.

XC"',

Introduced and Sworn-:\Jr.

li:'llry Pye, G,

The-Statelllellt,.; hy ~Ir. ~Tones 1'e
A:'3sembly's resolution of want-of-confidence
ill Hogan Ministry, and granting of dis·
solution by the Lieuteuant-GuyeJ'l1ol', 77;
l)~'
Dr, Harris, 77; statement hy 1\11'.
}{ichardson 1'e position of Mr. JOlles, 90.

l\{jll;~i.ry,

Motion for Atljournment of .llouse-Proposed
for pnr:l)()se of discussion-By ~lr. Edgar
"the administl'atioll of the Hailwtty Depnrtmellt and the delay in sl1ppl;ving in·
formation to hOllorable memhers," 78.

'J C

Newtown and Chilwell Fire Brigade-Statement by :]\[1'. Richardson' 1'e proposed dis·
l.mndmcnt, 87; by :Mr. MrAl'thur, 88.
NOl'th-vVesteru Province, Hepreselltatioll ofElection of Mr. Hellry Pye flnllollllced, 5;
Mr. P~'e introduced auel 8worll, 5.
~oxious Weeds.
(See Railway ])el)artment.)
Parliament-Opening of the session, 1.
also Ministry, '1'1Ie.)

(See

Pittard, Hon. A. J. (\Yellington Pro\,.).
l.l'<lve of AhsenC'e to 1\I1'. Brawn, II.
Prellliers' Conference and Australian Loan
Council-I::ltatl'ment by Dr. Harris, 89; by
:\11'. .T ones, 89.

President, The (Sir Frank Clarke, K.B.E.)Chairmen of C'ommittccl; (Temporary), 5.
ElectioHl; and Ql1alifi('atiollS Committee, 5.

Lieutenant-Go\'ernor's Speech, 5.

NeW' Member, 5.
Railway D«'lHlrtment-Statement by :Mr. Edgar
(on motion for adjournment of House) re
"the administration of the Railway Department and the delay in supplying information to honorable members," 78; subject
discussed, 82; statement by Mr. Hichardson 1'C growth of stillkwol't on railway land
alclllg ~Jelbourne-Geelollg line, 88.

Richardson,

Hon. H. F. (South-Western
Prov.).
Appropriation Bill, 87, 88.
Ministry-Position of 1\11'. JOlles, 90.
Newtown and Chilwell Fhe Brigade, 87.
Hailway Department-Commissioners' Tours
of Inspection: Sunday Trains: Answers to
Members' Questions, 85; Noxious Weeds, 88.

Unemployed Occupiers Bill-Heceived from
Legislatiye Assembly, and read first time,
88; second reading moved by Mr. Williams,
88; Bill l'l'ud second time, Hnd passed
through remaining stages, 89.

Hon. Robert
(Melbourne
Prov.),
Unemployed O(:cupiers Bill, 88.

Williams,

Wes\
!)

LEG I S L A 'r I V E ASSENIBLY.
Address-in-Helply.
(See LielttCllant-Gove1'lzor,
His Excellenay the.)

Beardmore, Mr. Henry (Benambra).

Allan, Mr. John (Rodney).

Beardmorc,

Financial Emergency Act-He-enactment, 3G,
40.
Health Administratiun-Duplication of Communwealth and State Services, 42.
Land Settlement-IJosses, 44.
I.-and Tax Valuations, 42.
Primary Indufitries-Effeet of Taritf, 43.
Railwa~7 Department-Deficit, 45; Freights
and Fares, 4;,); Motor Competition, 45.
Unemployment :Relief-Administration, 44;
'Vork for Sustenanee, 44.
Want of Confidence in Ministers, 35, 36, 40.

Angus, Mr. Henry (GlIllhower).
Unemployment Relief-Expenditure ill Electorates, 213.
Appropriatiun Bill-Brought in by :Mr. TUllnecliffe, and passed through all stages, 99.

Argyle, Sir Stanley (Toorak).
Estimate8, H2.
Financial Emergeney Act-Heclllction of
Salaries and Pensions, 2(1; Re-enactment,

34.
F01'Cfits Department-PIHlltillg' of softwoods,
32.
Infant Welfare A<.:tidties-l{educed l\1ortaJit." Rate, ;~:~.
Leave of Ahsence to' ~1r. Hogan, 12.
Lielltellallt-GO\'l~rllor\.; ~peceh Address-inHeply, ~D.
Ministry of Tranl"port.-Pl'uposed Legislation,

:{:3.
Premiers' COllfcrence-Reprcsentatioll of Victoria, 3.).
Primary Prududs-Victurian Exports, 30;
Ba la nee of Trade Recovery, 30.
Unemployment Relief-Xon-Party Prohlelll,
:H; Land Settlement Schcme, 32; Proposed
Loan, 33.
Want of Confidellce in 1finisters, 34, 35.
Water Supply, 32.

Heturn after Illness, 90.
~Ir.,

::\I.L.A.-~tatemellt hy the
returll uf ::\.lr. Beardmore after
illness, 90; by ~[r. TUllllccliffe, 90; by
::\1r. Beardmore, HO.
~peaker 're

Bennett, Mr. Matthew (Gippsland West).
Edueatioll Depart11lcllt-Exehangc Hates on
Salaries of Victorian Teachers in England,
DS.
l{esolutiolls from SUJpply, 9S.

Bond, Mr. E. E. (Port Fairy and Glenelg).
Finallcial Emergelll'Y Act-Re-enactment, 71.
Land Settlemcllt-Position of Soldier Settlers,
2:3.
Lieutellant-Go"ernor's I-ipeech - Address-inHeply, 17.
~1inistry of 'J'rallsport, 2l.
Premier's Illness, 24.
Primary Products-\'idoriall Exports, IH.
Proprietary Compallies, 24.
Railway Departmellt-Defieit, iO; Writing
Otf Dead Assets, 20, 21; Hetrenchment, 21;
::\1otor Competition, 21; Freights, 22.
Unemploymcnt-Registrations, 17; Loss in
Prodnetion, 17; Land :-;ettlemcnt Scheme,
I!).
,rant of COll1idellee ill ::\Iinistcrs, 71.

Brownbill,

Mr.

William

(C:eclong).

(See

Chairman of Committ('es.)

Bush .Firc::; Helief Fund-Statement by ::\Ir.
Burnett Gray re case of Miss E. O'Grady,
] 0:-;; hy ::\Jr. Holland, 107; hy Mr. Lemmon,
llO.

Cain, Mr. John (Northcote).
Estimatl'l". !):-;.
Finaneia 1 EnH'rgell('Y Aet-He-ellactmellt. GT.
Imported Goods for t-Itate Departments, J''>
Premier!'" Confercntc. 1i7.
Railway Department-Hati'oning of E~.
ployeri'. 2;); Darling·Glen \Vu,Yerley LincConstrl1('tiol1 and Betterment Rates, 9G.

INDEX.

Ca ill,

]\{r.

.JoIm-cont l:nued.

rnemployment Relief-Proposed Loan, 117;
'York for Sustenance, (is; Road 'York,

H9; Sewering of ('ountl'~- TOWll:3, 69;
Wuter Supply Woi'ks, G9; Recommendations of Citizens' Committee, U9; Land
~ettlemcnt
SehenH.', 09; Evictions of
Tenants, 70.
'Yant of COlJfidenc~ in :JIinisters, 67.

Cn,tt1e Sale Ya,rds.

(See Xell'lIwl'ket Cattle

)'a1'(ls.)

Ohairman of Committees, The (Mr. William
Brownbill) .
Estimates-GroUiping' of ])iyj~iolls of Departments, 93.
Clutirman of Committl'es-~tatement by the
Dpeaker 1'e returll of ::\11'. Bl'ownbill after
illness, 11.
Chairmen of Comnlittcl's (Tl'mporHr~')-Ap
poilltment alllloulll·cd. 11.
CllildrCIl's 'Yelfare Departmellt-Statement by
1\11'. Tunuecliffe )'c CC'unornics and reorganization, 54.
Clprk, 'I'lte-Statcmellts by tIte Dl'enker 1'e
illllcss of the Ckrk, 2;\ n9; motion h;'i'
~lr. TUlll1eclifl'e for Clerk Assistallt to perform duties of the Clerk, agreed to, 23.
Closer Dettlemellt.
(t-i('e Land Settlemellt.)
COlllmonwea ltlt and ~ta tes' Financial Agreement
- -QlIeRtion hy ~1r. Holland 1'C legal
opiuiuns, :i9.
Darling-Glpl1 \\'a\'t'rle~' Hflilwny Line.
(See
Hailtcuy lJepwrl1nellt.)
Diyision in HOllse-On Sir Stall ley Argyle's
"ant of contidenec amelldlllent UII motion
for a(1optioll of ~.\ddress-ill-Heply, in.
Dunstan, Mr. A. A. (Korong and Eagleh::nvl,).
Financi:ll Emergency Act-He-enHetment,i1.
l"lIpmpl<>yment Helief-AllcYintion of Distress, 72; Allowallces for Prospeetol's and
FosRickers, 7 ;1.
\Yallt of Confidellce in :;\lillistel's, 71.
Eduention Department. (See PII1ili.c I1lstnlOlion.)
Election, General-Question lJ,\' :;\11'. )lurphy 1'e
preferellce to 1I11l'mployed ill statlillg of
polling booths, 91; statement by the
Speaker, fll; lJ~' )[r. TlIllllceliffc, HI.
Rle<>tiolls and Qualifi('atiolls
Committee8E!eakl'1"s wanallt btid on tal)le, 2H.

EstimateH-EstilllHtes of ReYCllUe and Expenditure for 1931-32 hrought down, 92. (See
also Supply.)
Export:3-Statement by lU1'. Bond 1'e Victorian
Export:5, IS; by Sir Stall ley Argyle, ;~O.
Fairfield Hospital.
(Scc lloSl)itals.)
Farm Produce Agents Bill-Brought ill by Mr.
Slater. and read first time, 11.
Finaneial Agreemellt.
(Bee (JolJl1Jlollwealth
alld Slatcs Final/vial Ag1·cemellt.)

Finullt'ial Emergency Act-Dtntements hy Sir
St.anle~' Argyle 1'e ('ontinuallce of Premiers'
plan and re-enactment of legislation re·
lating' to salaries and pensions, 26,' 34;
by ~lr. TUllIleclifl'e, 27, 35, 50; by Mr.
Glowrey, 35, :~8, 63; hy 1\[1'. )lacfa1'lan,
:Hi, 58; by ::\I1'. Allan, 36, 40; by Mr.
Burnett. Gray, 38, 74; by 1\11'. l\1cLachlan,
4.); hy ::\Jr. Jackson, OG; hy 1\11'. Cain, 61;
hy ::\11'. Bond, 71; by :;\:[1'. Dunstan, 71;
hy ::\11'. Kealle, lOS.
Floods-Statemellt by )Ir. Holland 1'e flooding
of :Uoundar~'-road, ncar )[ll(·aulay Railway
Station, 9S.
Fol't'st" Df~partlllpnt-Dtatemcnt h~T Bir Stanley
Argyle 1'e planting' of softwoods, 32.
Frost, Mr. G. C. (Maryborough and Daylesford).
E:;timatcs, ~13.
Goltl :JIining-])evelujllllent of Industry, 93;
8hepherding of Leases, !)~{; Provision of
Pumpin!-!' Plant to Pros'p('(·tors at :Yloonambel, 94, 08.
::\Jinel's' Pltthisis-'Yithdra\Yfll of Allowances,
2tl.

Gas-Statement by ::\Ir. Beiel 1'e introduction
of legislation to regulate supply, 13.
Glowrey, Mr. Harold. (Ouyen).
Fillallcin 1 Emergency Act-Be-enactment, 35,
:38, (j.t.
Premiers' Plan. (;3.
lillempl.)yment Helid - Land Settlement
Scheme, (j3.
'Vaut of Confidence in Ministers, 3:3, 37, 61.
Gold :;\Jining ludu::;try.

(See U 11 employment

NeUef· )'

Goveruor, His Excellency the. (See Lie'utenantGovernor, His Excellency the.)

Gray, Mr. Burnett (St. Kilda).
Bush Firl's Relief Fund-Case of Miss
O'Grady, 10!).

]l1.

LE\HSLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Gray, )fr. Burnett-con till Iled.
Education Department-Teachers' Promotions, lOG.
Finaneia I Emcrgcllcy Act-Re-enactment, 38,
74, 75.
Poli<:e Department-Hestoration of Allowallces, 75, 106.
Railway Department-St. Kilda-Brighton
Electric Street Railway, 107.
Unemployed Occupiers Bill, lOI.
'Vunt of Confidence in :Ministers, 3t), 73.
Hawthorn Bridge Bill-Lieutenant-Governor's
message brought down, 2\).
Health Department-Statement hy ~lr. Allan
're overlapping of State and Commonwf'alth
acti\'ities, 42.
Hogall, :Mr. B. J., J\LL.A.-Motion by ~lr.
TUllnec1iffe for leave of absence to :Mr.
Hogan, agreed to, 12; statement by ::\11'.
Heid 1'e :Mr. Hogan's health, 16; by ~fr.
Bond, 24; by )1r. McLachlan, 46, 49.
Holland, Mr. J. J. (Flemington,].
BlIRh Fires Relief Fund-Case of )liss E.
o'nntlly, 107.
Commonwealth and ~ta.tes Fillancial Agreement, 39.
Flood" at Macaulay, 98.
Police Department-Restoration of Allowantes, 107.
Railway Department-Rationing of Employees, 25.
nf'sollltions from Supply, 98.
IIospitals-~tatement

hy :Mr. Reid
niemorial Infectiolls Diseases
Fairiie'ld, 13.

Queen's
Hospital,

1'e

Imported Goods for State Departments-Retum presented, 12.
IJlfallt 'Yelfare-Statement hy Sir Stanley
Argyle', 33.
Jackson, Mr. A. R. (Prahran).
Premiers' Plan, fiG'Fnel1l)lloyment Helief-Citizens' Conference,

Ga.
\rant of Confidence ill 'Ministers, 65.
Keane, Mr. Frank (Coburg).
E<llH~atioll Department Teacher,,' Promotioml, 107.
Penal Department-Pay and Conditions of
\Varders. lOR.
P)'(wcssions of Unemployed-Use of Batons
hy Police, lOS.
Unemployed O('tupiers Hill, ltW.

Land 8ettlemellt-Statement b~r :\11'. Bond re
legislation dealing with soldier and civilian
settlers, 23; hy Mr. Allan, 44; by Mr.
McLachlan, 49.
(See also Unemployment
Relief· )
Land Tax Valuations-Statement by Mr.
Allan, 42.
Landlords.
(~ee Unemployed Occupiers and
Fanners Helief ilct and Unemployed
Occupiers Bill.)
LC<1,Yc of Absence-Jrr. Hogan, 12.
Lemmon, Mr. John (Williamstown).
Bush Fires Helief Fund--Case of Miss
O'Grady, 110.
EJueation Departmcnt-Exchange Hates in
Salaries of Victorian Teachers in England,
97; Teachers' Promotions, 109; Curricu·
lum l1evision Committee, 111; school
lea Ying age, 111.
Hesolutions from Supply, 97.
Lieutenant-GOYl'rnol', His EX('ellellcy the (Sir
William Hill In-ine, K.C.J\LG., Chief
Justice of Yictoria) -J[otion by Mr. Reid
for adoption of Address-in-Reply to His
Excellency'S Speech on opening of Parliament, 12; 8econded b~' )11'. Bond, 17;
debated, 2!); amendment by Sir Stanley
Argyle expressing want of confidence in
~linisters, :3-1; amelldment debated, 34, 40;
agreed to, 7G.
Linton, Mr. Richard (Boroondara).
Parliameut and Old Treasury Buildings-Repair 'York, 2G.
LUl111C~'

Department-Statf'nwnt hy )Ir. Tunnecliffe 1'e administration of Department, 55.

Macfarlan, Mr. Ian (Brighton).
Financial Emergl'l1c~r Act-Re-enactment. 58.
Premiers' Confel'eucc-Reprf'sentution of Victoria, ~~fj.
t:nemploypd Occupiers Bill, 100.
'Yant of Confidem'e in Ministers, 34, 3G, 58.
McKenzie, Mr. W. G. (Wonthnggi).
'Cnemployecl Occupiers Bill, 104.
McLaclllan, Mr. J. W. (Gippsland North).
Fiuanelal Emergency Act--He-enactment, 45.
Land SC'ttlement--Losses, 49; All-party Conference, 49.
Premier's IllnC'ss, 46. -if)
'Cllelllployment Helief-Provision of Work,
48.

\Vant of Confidence in Ministers, 39, 46,

(6)
Marketing

INDEX.

of

Primary pj'Odllcts Uill-J-iieuurought, down,

tenant-Goverllor's message
29.

Mental Defecti\'es. (See 1'mvanool'c.)
Miners' Phthisis-Question by :Ml'. Frost ?'e
withdrawal of allowallees, 26.
Ministry of Trallsport-Statement hy Mr. Heid
1'e introduction of legislation, 14; by Mr.
Bond, 23; by S1'r Stanley Argyle, :33.
Ministry, The. (See Licntell(t,ut-Gorerno1', His
}iJxcellenc,ll the.)

Motor Car (Insurance) Bill- LieutenantGovernor's message brought down, 20.

Murphy, Mr. J. L. (Port Melbourne).
General Election-Preference at Polling
Bontlts to Unemployed Pel'l'iOIlS, 91; Employmellt of Additional Poll Clerks, 91.
UnNlIployed Occupiers Bill, 104.
Newmarket Cattle 8ale-yards-Statelllent by
M'l'. Reid 1'e proposed remond, 1:3.
,;

O'Grady, :!\Ii:"s Eo
(See Uushf:i'il'cs Helief
Fund. )
Old Treasmy Building-Question ll,\' ~11'. Linton 1'e repair work, :W.
ParBamellt-Opcning' of ~essioll, 11.
Parliament House-Question by ~1r. Lillton
repair work, 26.
Peacock, Sir A. J. (Allandale).
The.)

M: (.l!'ootscray).

Education Department-Excha1lge HettI'S on
Salaries of Victorian Teachers in Bngland,

96; Curriculum Reyision Committee, IlO.
HesolutiollS from Supply, 96.
Unemployed OCC'lIpiers Bill, 101.
Proprietary Companies-Statelllellt hy Mr.
Bond 1-e introduction of legislation, 24.
Public Instruction-Sta.tement hy ~fr. Prendergast 1'e payment of ex('hange on salaries
of Victorian teachers in England, 9G; by
Mr. Toutcher, 97; by :J1r. LemmoJl, 97;
by ~1r. Bennett, !)8; statement by :Jlr.
Burllett Grn,y 1'e 'Promotions of teachers,
lOti; hy :Mr. Keane, 107; lIy Mr. Lemmon,
IOn; statement by ~lr. Prendergast re Currieu hun Revision Committee, 110; by }Ir.
Lemmon, lll; statement hy :JIr. Prendergast '/'c uni formity of teacl1ing mcthods,
110; ::;tatemellt hy ~1r. Lemmon 1'0 i'choollell\'ing' nge, J] 1.
Publie Scrvic'e-Statemcnt by )11'. Heid )'c establishmellt of Classifieation and Efficiency
Board, 13; :-;tatement by Mr. BUl'Ilctt Gray
1'C anomalies in Premiers' plan legislation,
7.); statement hy 1\11'. Lemmon 1'e Ipromotions, 109. (See also FirW1Loial Jjmrrgoncy
Act.)

1'e

Queen's Memorial Infections ])isease~ HOi'pital,
Fairfield.
(See Hospitals.)

(/::lee Rpcake1',

Hailway Departlllent-/::ltatement hy )'11'. Bond
1'e finallces, 20; by Mr. Allan, 4.); stateJIlent by Mr. Heicl 1'e payment uf ('onstructioll anel betterment rates fur DarlingGlen Wa\-erley line, 9;); by Mr. Cain, 95;
~tatelllt'nt hy )11'. BUl'llett Gray '/'c St.
Kilda-Bl'ighton street railway, 107.
].!l/llployecs.-Siatement hy ~11'. Bondl'c inspectors, :H; question by ~.rl'. Holland 1'6
rationing', ~;).
Preigltts alld li'a/'cs-Statement by }1r. Reid
1'C rcduction, 14; by ~i'r. Allan, 45; i'tatelllt'llt by }fl'. Bond re eompariti()nti of
fn·ight rate,.;, 2~.
;][oto'/' (/ompctitioll-/::ltatement by )1r. Ileid,
l4; hy )[1'. Bond, 2l: oy )11'. Allan, 43.

Penal Estaulishments - 8tatelllellt hy :Jfr.
Tunnecliffe 're admillistration of Penal Department, 5il; statemellt by :Mr. Keane 1'C
pay and cOllditioll:C; of warders, lOH.
Pensions.
(See ji'i1wnc-ial Eme1-gellcy .:I ct.)
Police Departmellt-Statement by 1\11'. TllIlllec1iffe 1'C administration of Department, ;').');
statements hy Mr. BUl'I1ett Gray 1'e salarie::;
and al1owallces, 75, lO(i; by )1'1'. Holland,
107; statement by )[1'. Kealle 'I'C allege(l
use of batons to disperse proce:c;sions of
unemployed, 108.
Policc Regulation Bill-Lieutcnant-GoYCl'Ilor's
mesRlIg'e brought dowlI, 2!J.
Premiers' Conference - Statements by )[1'.
'l'unnediffe 1'e representa,tion of Victoria
at Conference, 3;'), n; by Sir Stanley
Argyle, 35; hy Mr. :JJac~fal'lan, ~-l6: by )11'.
Cain, 67.
(See als·o l'llcmploYlltent Rclief. )
(See Pinancial Rmergcllcy
Premiers' Plan.
Act.)

Prendergast, Mr. G.

Reid, Mr. S. H. (Oakleigh).
E8timates, I);').
Gas Hegll!ation Bill, 1:3.
Lieutenant-Go\ emor's Speech - Atldress-inReply, 12.
MiniRtry of Transport Bill, l4.
Newmarkpt Catile Yanls-Propm:il-'(l Removal, 13.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Reid, j[r.

~.

SllpplY--COII t illllcd.

1r.-continl/erI.

On'l"spas Trade, ]~.
Premier's Jllne;;::;, 17.
Publie Serdee-l'la;;;;iIicalion and Efficiency
Board, ]3.
Queell's Memorial InfeetioHs Diseases Hos'pital, 13.
Rail"'ay Departmellt-jlotor Competition,
14; Freights and Fares, 14; Darling-Glen
"'an·rley Lille-Com;truction lwd Bettermellt Hates, 9;').
Unemployed Occupiers and Farmers HC'liC'f
A(·t-Position of Landlords, 14.
LTnemployment Relief-Taxation, 12, ];j;
Land Settlement Scheme, 13; Proposed
Loan, ];'); l:egisiratiolls, Ii>; Grants to
Mllllic'ipalities, 16.
Rent.".

(See Unelllployed OCCt(1)ie1's
Helief rlet and UlIcmployed
l)iers Rill.)
TIoadfl.
(Rpp Fnp1I1.ploymell t. Rel·ief.)
P01'11lP1'S

i1ppl'o]l'l'ioti,oll Bifl..)

Tariff-Statemellt by Sir Stanley Argyle re
effect of Tariff on Victorian industries,
30; hy l\[1'. Allan, 4:3.
Tellallts.
(I;;;ec Unemployed Occupie1's and
}t'01'mcrs Relicf Art: alld U11C1nploycd OCO'Upin's Ri77.)

and
OCOIt-

(Npc UnemploYlJlent Relief.)
Slater, Mr. William (Dundas).
('Olllllloll\\,C'alth alld State;;' Financial Agreement, 39.
Farm Produec Agents Bill, 11.
:Jlarkcting of Primar~' Products Bill, 29.
Pnemployed Oecllpiers Bill, 28, 99.
Solly, Mr. R. H. (Carlton).
ellpmployed Oc·cupiers Bill, 100.

Speaker, The (Sir A. J. Peacock).
Bea.rdmore, :Mr., nr.L.A.-Retul'l1 aftel' 111lIess, 90.
Rrownbill, Mr., l\f.L.A.-Retllrn after illlle.~R, 11.
ElcctionR and Qualifications Uommittep, 2~.
l1lne~s of the Clerk, 25, 99.
Lieutenant-Go\"ernol"s Speec'h, 12.
(lucstions-Heplies by )Iinistel's pending De('is ion on ,"Vant of Confidence l\i'ot.ion, 39;
Replics by )J'inister::; After Defeat of
Government,
flO;
Quest·ions
\yithout
); otice, f) l.
'J'pmporar'y Chairmen of Committees, 11.

St. Kilda-Briglttoll Street Hail WH.\'.

DepartnlPnt, H3; ~oli('itor-('ieneral's Departmellt, 9;~; 'rl'easllrer's Department, 93;
Lands Department, 9a; Public Works, l\IineR
and Immigration, 93, 98; }i'orests Department, 9.j; 'Vater Supply Departmellt, 95;
Agricultnre Dcpartment, 95; Health Department, 95; Railway Dppartmellt, 9i); Rl'solutions from Committee of Supply reported,
fl6; debated, 96; adopted, n!l.
U;;ce also

(See Rail-

7ray ]Jc}>ort'lll.ellt.)

Supply-COlllmittec of ~upply appointed, 92;
Estimate::; of Ex.penditure for 1931-32
dealt with-Chief Secretary's Department,
92; Labour Department, 93; Education
Dppartment, 9;3, 96; Attorney-General's

Toutcher, Mr. R. F. (Stawell and Ararat).
Education D~partment-Exchange Rates on
Salarics of Victorian Teachers in England,
97.
Efltimatl's, 94.
Gold :Jfinillg-Pro\'ision of Pumping Plant
to ProSipectors at :\Ioonambel, 94.
He::;olutions from Supply, 97.
'J'l'll,'ancore-Statenll'nt b.\' :MI'. TunneclifIe re
utilization as institution for mentally
defecti,"e childrcll, 55.
Tunnecliife, Mr. Thomas (Uolling\vood).
Appr(lJpriatioll Bill, n9.
Beardmore, Mr., l\f.L.A.-Hetnrn after Illness, 90.
Children's Welfare Depal'tmellt-Reduction
of EXlpenditure, 54.
Committees of Supply and 'Vays and ),Ieans,
91.
Estimates, 92.
Financial Emergency Ad-Reductions of
Ralaries and Pensions, 27.
Gpneral Elertion-Polling Booth Stall's, 91.
Gold Mini.ng-Provision of Pumpillg Plant,
99.
llhlCss of the Clerk, 2.j.
Lea\'e of Absence to :JIr. Hogan, 12.
LlIlIHl'Y Department-Reduction of Expenditure, i):j.
Melltal Dl'fectivcs-Residential School, 55;
Cost of He-conditioning Tranmcore, 55.
~Iillers'
Phthisis-Withdrawal of Allowam'cs, 26.
l\lotor Car (Illsurallce) Bill, 29.
Penal Department-Reduction. of Expenditure, 55.

(8)

lNDEX.

l'nemployment Relil'f-conti1Il1cd.

Tu.nnccliife, Mr. Thomas--coniinucrl.
Police D(>partment-Redudion

of

Ex.pendi-

tur(>, 55.
Police Regulation Bill, 29.
Premiers' Conference-Representation
toria, 35, 56, 77,
Supply, 92, 98.
Unemployed Occupiers Bill, 10i).
Unenlployment Relief-Preference to
ployed Person" at Polling Booths,
"'-ant of COJlfidenee ill Ministers, :34,
50.
Ways and :Means, 99.

of Vie

Unem·
91.
3:'),

:::9,

Unemployed Occupiers and Farmers Relief
Act-Statement by Mr. Reid rc introduction of a.mending legislation, 14; by Mr.
Cain, 70.
Unemployed
Occupiers
Bill - LieutenantGovernor's message brought down, and resolution for appropriation adopted, 28 ;
Bill brought in by Mr. Slater, and read
:first time, :29; second reading moved by
Mr. Slater, 99; debated, 100; Bill read
second time, and passed through remaining
f:'tages, 105.
Unemployed Processions-Statement by ~lr.
Keane 1'e use of batons by police, 108.
Unemployment-St.atement by Mr. Bond "c
causes. 17.
Unemployment Relief-Statement by Mr. Reid
re settlement of unemployed on small holdings, 13; by Mr. Bond, 19; by Sir Stanley
Argyle, 32; by Mr. GlowJ'ey, 63; by Mr,
Cain, 69; by Mr. Dunstan, 73; statement
by Mr. Reid re proposal of citizens' committee for raising of loan, 15; by Sir

Stanley Argyle, 33; by Mr. TllJ1l1f:r:liffe,
30: by Mr. Jackson, OG; hy Mr. Cain,

67: statement by :Mr. Reid 1'e registrations of unemployed, 15; question
b~7
:Mr.
Angus 1'e
expenditure on
works and sustenance in electorates,
26; statement by Sir Stanley Argyle 1'0
provision of work for sustenance, 31; by
Mro Allan, 44; by 1Ir. McLachlan, 48;
hy Mr. Cain, GS; statement by f::lir f::ltanley
Argyle 1'C reports of committees tl) Premiers' Conference, 33; by )1r. TUllllecliffe,
36: statement by Mr. Cain 1'e proposed
construction of roads, 69; 1°e .proposed
sewering of t'oulltry towns, 69; 're proposed
water supply works, 69; re assistance to
miners, 69; by Mr. Dunstan, 73; hy Mr.
Frost, 93, 98; by Mr. Touteher, 94; . by
Mr. Tunnecliffe, 99.
(See also l!Jlection,
G('11 era 1. )

'\7ant of Confidence in Ministers.
(See
Lieu tel1ant-Goverlw1', H is E(J)~ellency the.)
Water Supply Department-Statement by Sir
Stanle~7 Ar'gyle 1'e water sup:ply system, 32.
(See also Unemployme11t Nelief.)
'Vays and Means-Committee of Ways and
Means appointed, 92; resolution on whieh
to found Appropriation Bill adopteCl, 9~.
Webber, Mr. G. O. (Heidelberg).
Hawthorn Bridge Bill, 29.
Parlia.ment· and Old Treasury BuildingsRopair ';Vork, 26.
Unemployment Helief-Expenditure in Electorates, 26.

ACTS OF PARLIAMEN'f PASSED IN FIRST SESS[ON 1932.
23 GEORGE V.
No. of Act.

ApPROPRIATION ACT: To apply a sum out of the Consolidated Revenue to the service of the
year ending on the 30th day of June, 1932, and to appropriate the Supplies granted in
4018
this and the last preceding Session of Parliament
UNEMPLOYED OOCUPIERS ACT: To amend Part 1. of t~e Unemployed Occupiers and Farmers
Relief Act 1931
4019

ACl'S OF PARLIAMENT PASSED IN SECOND SESSION 19;)2.
23 GEORGE V.

No. of Act

ADlImnSTRATION AND PROBATE DVTIES ACT: To continue Part III. of the Fi'nance Act 1930 as
amended by the Administration and P.robate Duties Act 1931
ALBERT PARK LAND ACT: To revoke the Crown Grant of'certain Land situate in the Municipal
Districts of the City' of South Melbourne a.nd the City of St. Kilda and reserved from Sale·
permanently a.s a Site for a Public Park, and to valida.te certain Matters relating to the
Appointment and Acts of the Committee of \1'anagement of the said Land and for other
purposes
ApPROPRIATION ACT: To apply a sum out of the Consolidated Revenue to the service of the
year ending on the 30th day of June, 1933, and to appropriate the Supplies granted in
this Session of Parliament
BETTING TAX (SHOOTING CONTESTS) ACT: For imposing a Stamp Duty on certain Bookmakers'
Authorities and for other purposes
'
BLACKBURN AND MITCHAM LOAN ACT: To authorize the Shire of Blackburn an~ !.I1';tcham to'
construct and provide certain Permanent Work~ and Undertakings in lieu of cert~i~ other
Permanent Works and Undertakings
Boy SCOUTS ASSOCIATION ACT: '1'0 incorporate the Governing Body of the Boy Scouts Association (Incorporated by Royal Charter) Victorian Branch (Austra.lia), and to confer and
impose upon that Body certain Powers Duties Rights and Liabilities and to provide for
the vesting in it of the Property of the said Association in Victoria and for other purposes
BRUNSWICK LOAN ACT: To authorize the City of Brunswick to expend the Balance of certain
Moneys for purposes other than the purposes for which the said Moneys were borrowed by
the said City
BUCHAN LANDS EXCHANGE ACT: To provide for the Exchange of certain Crown Lands in the
Town of Buchan for certain other Lands in the said Town and for other purpo:,es
..
CARRlAGES ACT: To amend Sections Four and Five of the Carriages Act 1928
CHARLTON LAND ACT: To provide for the Closing of Port·ion of a certain Street in the Township
of Charlton and for the Issue of a Cro'" n Grant of the said Portion to the, Country Fire
Brigades Board ..
CLOSER SETTLEMENT ACT: Relating to the Constitution of a Closer Settlement Commission
and the Powers and Duties thereof, to ame~d the Closer Settlement Acts, and for othel'
purposes
CONSOLIDATED REVENUE ACT (No.1): To apply out of the Consolidated Revenue the sum of
£2,306,453 to the service of'the year 1932-33
..
..
..
..
..
CONSOLIDATED REVENUE ACT (No.2): To apply out of the Consolidated Ee\Tenue the sum
of £570,555 to the service of the year 1931-32
••
••
It..
••

4066

4078

4107
4069

4062

4092
4041
4036
4093
4042
4091
4024
4037

iv
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1932-continued.
No. of Art.

CO:NSOLIDATED REVENUE AOT (No.3).: To apply out of the Consolidated Revenue the sum
~f £97l,627 to the service of the year 1932-33
CONSOLIDAT.ED REVENUE ACT (No.4): To apply out of the Consolidated Revenue the sum
of £960,255 to the service of the year 1932-33
CONSOLIDATED REVENUE ACT (No.5): To apply out of the Consolidated Revenue the sum
of £954,906 to the service of the year 1932-33
CONSOLIDATED REVENUE AOT (No.6): To apply out of the Consolidated Revenue the sum
of £1,027,969 to the service of the year 1932-33
COUNTRY ROADS BOARD FUND ACT: . Relating to The Country Roads Board Fund and for other
purposes
~
COUNTRY ROADS BOARD FUND ACT· (No.2): Relating to The Country Roads Board Fund and
for other purposes
COUNTRY ROADS (TRACTION ENGINE FEES) ACT: To amend the Third Schedule to the Country
Road8 Act 1928 ..
COUNTRY SEWERAGE LOAN ApPLICATION ACT: To sanction the Issue and Application of certain
Sums of Money available under Loan Acts or in the State Loans Repayment Fund for
Sewerage Works in Country Districts
CULTIVATION ADVANCES ACT: To enable Advances to' be mftde on certain Terms to Cultivators
of Land and for other p u r p o s e s '
DAYLESFORD LAND ACT: To provide for the Revocation of the Setting Apart and the Reservation of certain Crown Land in the Borough of Daylesford set apart and reserved as a
Site for a Market and for the Revocation of .the Crown Grant of the said Land and for the
Permanent Reservation of Portion of the said/Land as a Site for Market Purposes and of
another Portion thereof for Municipal Purposes and of another Portion thereof for the
Purposes of the Education Act 1928 and for the Issue of a Crown Grant of the Balance of
the said Land to the Country Fire Brigades Board
DEUTGAM LAND ACT: To revoke the permanent Reservation of certain Land in the Parish
of Deutgam and to provide for the Grant of the said Land to the Commonwealth of Australia as a Sitt· for a Base for Seaplanes of the Australian Air Force. .
DRIED .FRUITS ACT: To amend the Dried Fruits Acts
EDUCATION (FEES) ACT: Relating to Fees payable under the Education Act 1928..
ENTERT'AINMENTS TAX ACT: To provide for the Imposition of a Tax upon Payments for Admission to Entertainments
FACTORIES AND ~HOPS (SUNDAYS) ACT: To amend the Law relating to work in certain Factories
on S~ndays
FARl\1ERS RELIEF ACT: To amend Part II. of the Unemployed Occupier8 and Farmer8 Relief Act
19?1 a.s amended by any Act and for other purposes..
'FINANCIAL EMERGENCY (AMENDMENT) ACT: To amend Parts I., II., and IV. of the Financial
Emergency Act 1931
FINANCIAL EMERGENCY (MORATORiuM) ACT: To amend Section Twenty-eight of the Financial
Emergency Act 1931
FINANCIAL EMERGENCY (MORATORIUl\1) ACT (No.2): To further amend Section Twenty.eight
of the Financial Emergency Act 1931
FINANCIAL EMERGENCY (MORATORIUM) ACT (No. :~): To further amend Section Twenty-eight
.
of the.Financial Emergency Act 1931
FINANCIAL EMERGENCY (Mo-RTGAGES) ACT: To amend Part III. of the Financial Emergency
Act 1931- and for other purposes
FINANCIAL EMERGENCY (RAILWAY CONSTRUCTION TRtTSTS) ACT: To make provision under
Part III. of the Financial Emergency Act 1931 with respect to Railway Construction Trusts
FIREARMS ACT: To amend the Firearms Act 1928
FISHERIES (TROUT LICENCES)' ACT: Relating to Trout-fishing Licences
FORESTS' ACT: To amend the Forests Acts
FREEZING WORKS (OVERDRAFT GUARANTEE) ACT: To authorize the Treasurer of Victoria
to guarantee the Payment to the Commonwealth Bank of Australia by the Amalgamated
Free~~ng Company (Victoria) Proprictary Limited of Moneys advanced by the said Bank
to the said Company by way of Overdraft for the purpose§! of its Undertakings at Ballarat
and Bendigo during the Financial Year 1932-1933 and the Payment of Interest on suc~
l\1on~ys

GORMANDALE LAND ACT: To provide for the Revocation of the Reservation of certain Crown
Land in the Township of Gormandale in the Parish of Willung reserved as a Site for a
Mechanics' Institute and for the Sale of the said Land aI1d t,he Application of the Purchase
Money therefor . . '
.
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4049
4058

4063
4038
4086
4050

4083
4073

4039

4089
4088
4082
4033
4102
4060
4020
4047
4055
4064
4106
4046
4099
4065
4096

4034

4044

ACTS OF PARLIAMENT PASSED IN SECOND SESSION

1932-continued.

V
No. of Act.

GOVERNMENT ADVANCES (REDUCTION OF INTEREST) ACT: To provide for the Temporary
Reduction of the Rate of Interest payable to the State under certain Enactments

4043

INCOME TAX ACT: To declare the Rates of Income Tax for the year ending on the thirtieth
day of June One thousand nine hundred and thirty-three and.to continue the Income Tax
Acts
4059
INCOME TAX ACTS AMENDMENT ACT: To provide for the Payment by Instalments in respect
of Taxes on Income and to amend the Income Tax Acts
4056
INCOME TAX (AMENDlIIENT) ACT: To amend Section Ten of the Income T(tx Acts Amendment
Ad~31

INFECTIOUS DISEASES HOSPITAL ACT: Relating to the Borrowing Powers of the Queen's
Memorial Infectious Diseases Hospital Board
JUDGMENTS (RECIPROCITY) ACT: To amend Division Twelve of Part VIII. of the Sltpreme
Oourt Act 1928 ..

4005

4031
4021

LAND ACT: To amend the Land Act 1928

4095

LANDLORD AND TENANT ACT: To amend the Law relating to Distress for Rent

4105

LAND TAX ACT: To declare the Rate of Land Tax for the year ending the thirty-first day of
December One thousand nine hundred and thirty-three and to amend Section Fifty-five
of the Land Tax Act 1928
4068
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT: To amend Divisions Nine and Ten of 'Part XIX. and Division Five
of Part XXI. of the Local Government Act 1928
4029
LOCAL GOVERNMENT (DEBENTURES) ACT: To enable Municipalities to enter into Agreements
with Debenture-holders for temporary Concessions

4081

MARRIAGE (VALIDATING) ACT: To provide Facilities for enabling certain Marriages in Fact
to be declared not to be invalid
4061
MELBOURNE AND GEELONG DEBENTURES AND INSCRIBED STOCK ACT: Relating to the Issue
of Debentures and of Inscribed Stock in respect of Moneys borrowed by the Corporations
of the City of Melbourne and the City of Geelong respectively
MELBOURNE AND METROPOLITAN TRAMWAYS BOARD ACT: Relating to the Melbourne -and
Metropolitan Tra.mways Board

4048
4080

MILK BOARD AOT: To make provision for the Appointment of a Milk Board and for the Powers
and Duties thereof

4104

MOORABBIN LOANS AOT: To authorize the Shire of Moorabbin to expend the Balances of
certain Moneys for purposes other than the purposes for which the said Moneys were
borrowed by the said Shire
MOTOR CAR AOT: To amend the Motor Car Acts

4028
4045

MOTOR OMNIBUS (BYLAWS) ACT: To amend Section T~irty-five of the ~Motor Omnibus Act 1928
PENSIONS REDUCTION ACT: To provide for the Reduction for a certain Period of certain
Amounts contributed by the State in respect of certain Pensions and other Payments and
to reduce such Pensions and other Payments accordingly, and to provide for the Reduction
for that Period of certain other Pensions and Payments, and for other purposes. .
POLICE OFJi'ENCES (FALSE ADVERTISEMENTS) ACT: Relating to False Advertisements
POLICE OFFENOES (RACE-MEETINGS) ACT: To make provision with respect to the Payment
of Interest on the Balance of Compensation payable under the Police Offences (Racemeetings) Act 1929 to certain Clubs, Associations and Bodies of Persons
PUBLIC SERVICE PAYMENTS REDUOTION ACT: To amend Section Five of the Pltbl-ic Service
Payments Reduction Act 1930
PUBLIC WORKS LOAN ApPLICATION ACT: To sanction the Issue and Application of certain
Sums of Money available under Loan Acts or in the State Loans Repayment Fund for
Public Works and other purposes ..
RAILWAY LOAN ApPLICATION ACT: To sanction the Issue and Application of certain Sums
of Money available under Loan Acts for Railways and for other purposes
STAMPS AOT: To amend the Law relating to Stamps and Stamp Duties
STAMPS (BETTING TAX) ACT: For requiring Bookmakers to furnish Statements with respect
to Bets and for imposing Stamp Duties on such Statements and for other purposes

4032

4052
4074

4103
4022

4077
4098
4072
4054

STAMPS (UNEMPLOYMENT RELIEF) ACT: To amend and continue the Stamps (Unemployment
Relief) Acts
4026
STATE COAL MINE INDUSTRIAL T~IBUNAL ACT: Relating to the Establishment of an Industrial
Tribunal with Power to determine the Rates of Pay and Conditions of Employment at
or in connexion with the State Coal Mine at Wonthaggi
4030

vi
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No. of Act.

STATE ELECTRICITY COMMISSION (BORROWING) ACT: To authorize the State Electricity Comnlission'of Victoria to raise Moneys by the Issue of Debentures and Inscribed Stock for
certain Purposes
STATE ~'ORESTS LOAN ApPLICATION ACT: To sanction the Issue and Application of certain
Sums of Money available under Loan Acts or in the State Loans Repayment Fund for
State J!"orests
STATE ~AV.INGS BANK ACT: To amend the State Saving8 Bank Act 1928 and to approve and
provide for carrying· into effect an Agreement between the Commonwealth of Australia
a.nd The CQmmissioners of the State Savings Bank of Victoria
SUPERANNUATION AND OTHER TRUST FUNDS VALIDATION ACT: To remove Doubts as to the
Validity of certain Superannu&tion and Other Funds
SUPERANNUATION (RETIREMENT) ACT: Relating to the Pensions under the Superannuation
Acts of certain Male Persons who have attained the age of Sixty years and of certain Female
Persons who have attained the age of Fifty-five years
..
:.
..
..
THEATRES ACT: To amend Section Nineteen of the Theatres Act 1928 and to repeal Section
Twenty of the said Act
THORNBURY LAND ACT: To provide for the Issue of a further Lease of certain Crown Land
at Thornbury described in the Schedule to the Thornbury Land Act 1912 and for other
purposes
TRANSPOR'f REGULATION ACT: To make provision for the Appointment of a Transport Regulation Board and the Powers and Duties thereof
TREASURY BONPS ACT: To Authorize the Issue of Treasury Bonds
TREASURY OVERDRAFTS ACT: To continue the Treasury Overdrafts Acts
UNEMPLOYED OCCUPIERS ACT: To amend Part I. of the Unemployed Occupiers and Fanners
ReNef Act 1931 ..
'UNJ~i\IPLOYED OccupmRs ACT (No.2): To amend Sections Seventeen and Eighteen of the
Unemployed Occupiers and Farmers Relief Act 1931 as amended by the Unemployed Occupiers Act 1932
UNEi\IPLOYIIIEN'f RELIEF (ADi\IL~ISTRATION) ACT: Relating to the Relief of Unemployment,
and to consolidate and amend the provisions of the Unemployment Relief Amendment Act
1931 with respect to Collections for Unemployment, and for other purposes
UNEMPLOYJ\J1j1NT RELIEF (Ai\IENDiVIENT) ACT: To make provision for the Establishment of the
Employtnent Council of Victoria and with respect to Payments out of the Unemployment
Relief Fund
UNEMPLOYMENT RELIEF (AIIi:ENDMENT) ACT (No.2): To amend Section Nine of the Unemployinent Relief Amendment Act 1930 and Sections Five and Nine of the Unemployment
Relief Amendment Act 1931
UNEi\IPLOYi\IEN'f RELIEF LOAN AND ApPLICATION ACT: To authorize the raising of Money for
tIle Relief of Unemployment and the Application of such Money, and with respect to
Advances to certain Authorities and Boclies of Persons out Df such Money and out of Money
raised under the Aut.hority of the Unemployment 'Relief Works (Commonwealth and States)
Act 1932 or received by the State pursuant to the Commonwealth Acts known as the Loan
(Unemployment Rel'ief Works) Acts 1932, and for other purposes
UNEMPLOYMENT RELIEF (TAXATION) ACT: To provide further Moneys for the Relief of Unemployment and to limit the Duration of the Stamps (Unemployment Relief) Acts and for
other purposes
UNEMPLOYMENT RELIEF WORKS (COMM~:N"WEALTH AND STATES) ACT: To authorize the Raising
of Money by the State for the purposes of the Common,vealth Acts known as the Loan
(Unemployment Relief W01'ks) Acts 1932, and relating to the Provision by the State of certain
Moneys in respect of Interest on Amounts borrowed in accordance with the said Acts by
certain Authorities and Bodies of Persons and for other purposes
'WATER SUPPLY LOANS APPLICATION ACT: To sanction the Issue and Application of certain
Sums of Money available under Loan Acts for Irrigation Works Water Supply Works
Drainage and Flood Protection Works in Country Districts and for Works under the River
Murray 'Vaters Acts and for other purposes
-WHEAT-GROWERS RELIEF (Co~nIONWEALTII PAYi\IENT) ACT: To apply for the Benefit and
Assistance of Wheat-growers in Victoria certain Moneys paid to the State pursuant to
Part VI. of the Commonwealth Act known as the Financ£al Relief Act 1932
WRONGS ACT: To amend the Wrongs Act 1928 and for other purposes

4087

4075
4071
4090

4085
4076

4094
4100
4067
4051
4019

4025

4079

4023

40.53

4097

4057

4027

4084

4101
4070
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1Lituttnant-~obtrnof.

His Excellency Sir WILLIAM HILL IRVINE, K.C.M.G., Chief Justice of Victoria.

(FIRST SE~SION.)

Premier, Treasurer, and Minister of Markets
Chief Secretary
Minister of Public Instruction, and Minister of Labour
President of the Board of Land and Works, COmmiS-}
sioner of Crown Lands and Survey, and Minister of
Water Supply
..
..
..
..
Minister of Agriculture, Attorney·General, and.}
Solicitor-General
..
..
..
..
Minister of Railways, Minister in Charge of Electrical )
Undertakings, and a Vice-President of the Board of Jl
J"and and Works
..
..
..
..
Commissioner of Public Works, Minister of Mines, I
Minister in Charge of Immigration, and a Vice- 7
Presi<4lnt of the Board of Land and Works
,
Minister of Forests, l\finister of Public Health, and a}
Vice-President of the Board of Land and Works ..
Minister.s without Portfolio

THE HON. E. J. HOGAN, M.L.A.
THOMAS TUNNEOLIFFE, M.I •. A.
JOHN LEMMON, M.L.A.
H. E?

~AILEY,

M.L.A.

WILLIAM SLA'fER, l\:I.L.A.
JOHN CAIN, M.L.A.
J. P. JONES, M.L.C.
RqBERT WILLIAMS, M.L.a.

r

D.
E.
G.
R.

.• ~
I

L

L.
L.
C.
T:

McNAMARA, M.L.C.
KIERNAN, M.L.C.
WEBBER, M.L.A.
POLLARD, M.L.A.

(SECOND SESSION.)
Premier, Treasurer, and )iinister of Public Health ..

THE HON. SIR STANLEY S. ARGYLE, K.B.E.,
l\f.R.C.S., l\LL.A.

Attorney.General, Solicitor· General, Minister of Rail.}
ways, and a Vice·President of the Board of Land
and Works...
"
..
..
..
Chief Secretary and Minister in Charge of Electrical}
Undertakings
..
..
..
..
Minister of Agriculture, and a Vice·President of the}
Board of Land and Works . .
..
..
President of the Board of Land and Works, commis-}
sioner of Crown Lands and Survey, and Minister
.... .
..
..
of Forests ..
Minister of Public Instruction ..
Commissioner of Public Works, Minister in Charge}
of Immigration, Minister of Mines, and a Vice·
President of the Board of Land and Works
..
Minister of Water :::;upply and Minister of Labour ..
Ministers without Portfolio

..

{

R. G. MENZIES, K.C., ::\f.L.A.
IAN MACFARLAN, M.L.A.
JOHN ALLAN,

M.L.A~

.

A. A. DUNSTAN, M.L.A.
J.

W. PENNINGTON,
M.L.A.

C.B.E.,

J. P. JONES, M.L.C.
G. L. GOUDIE, M.L.C .
A. E. CHANDLER, M.L.C.
COLONEL HAROLD COHEN, C.M.G.,
M.L.C.
W. S. KENT HUGHES, M.L.A.
T. C. MANIFOLD, M.L.A.
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COUNCIL.

FmST AND SECOND SESSIONS 1932.
PROVINOE.

NAME.

NAME.

PROVINOE.

Angliss, W.

Southern.

Kiernan, E. L.

Melbourne North.

Bath, E. G.
Brawn, F. W.

Nelson.
Wellington.

Kilpatrick, Richard

Chandler, A. E.

South-Eastern.
Mel bourne South.

Northern.
Bendigo.
South-Western

LausoH, Lieut.-Col. G. V.
McArthur, G. S.
McGregor, Martin

Gippsland.

Southern.
Clarke, W. L. R.
Cohen, Col. Harold, C.M.G. Melbourne South.
Melbourne.
Cohen, H. I., K.C.
Nelson.
Currie, H. A.
Gippsland.
Davis, G. M.
Mel bourne West.
Disney, J. H.

McNamara, D. L.
Olney, H. H.
Pittard, A. J.

Melbourne East.
Melbourne North.
Wellington.

Pye, H.
Richardson, H.-F.
Saltau, Marcus

North-Western.

Eager, C. H. A.

Smith, H. H .

Clarke, Sir Frank

Edgar, W. H.
Goudie, G. L .

..
..

Harris, Dr. J. R.
Jones, J. P.
Keok, Herbert .•

East Yarra.
East Yarra.

..

South-Western.
Western.
Melbourne.

North-Western.

Tuckett, G. J ...
Tyner, William

Northern •
South-Eastern.

North-Eastern.
Melbourne East.

Williams, Robert
Williamson, W. J.

Melbourne West.
Western.

Bendigo.

Zwar, A. M.

N orth·EllStern.

PRESIDENT: SIR FRANK CLARKE.
CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES: THE HON. W. H. EDGAR.
CLERK

OF

THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL: MR. P. T. POOK.
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
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NAME.

1932.

DISTRICT.
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OPENING OF THE SESSION.
The Fourth Session of the thirtieth
Victorian Parliament was opened this
day.
At 2.30 p.m. the OLERK read the following:PROOLAMATION
By His Excellency the LieutenantGovernor of the State of Victoria and
its Dependencies in the Oommonwealth
of Australia, &c., &c., &c.

DEB~L\TES.
t}nrlhnnent.

Legislative Assembly are hereby required
to give their attendance at the said time
and place accordingly.
Given under my Hand and the Seal
of the State of Victoria aforesaid, at Melbourne, this seventeenth day of March, in the year
of our Lord One thousand nine
hundred and thirty-two, and in
the twenty-second year of the
reign of His Majesty King
George rv.
W. H. IRVINE.
Uy His Excellency's Oommand,
T. TUNNECLIFFE.
GOD SAVE THE KING!
LIEUTENANT -GOVERNOR'S
SPEEOH.
The Usher announced the approach of
His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor.
His Excellency entered the Ohamber,
attended by his suite.
The Legislative Assembly, with their
S.peaker, attended in response to His
Excellency's summons.
His Excellency addressed the following speech to both Houses of Parliament:-

Whereas the Parliament of Victoria
stands prorogued until Wednesday, the
sixth day of April, 1932, and it is expedient to fix the time for holding the
next session thereof: N ow therefore I,
the Lieutenant-Governor of the State of
Victoria, in the Oommonwealth of Australia, do by this my Proclamation :fix
Wednesday, the sixth day of April, 1932,
aforesaid, as the time for the commencePRESIDENT
AND
IIoNORABLE
ment and holding of the next session of
GENTLEMEN
OF
THE
LEGISLATIVE
the said Parliament of Victoria, for the
OOUNCIL:
despatch of business, at the hour of halfpast Two o'clock in the afternoon, in the MR. SPEAKER AND GEXTLEM:EN OF THE
Parliament Houses, situate in SpringLEGISLATIYE ASSElI.mLY:
street, in the Oity of Melbourne: And the
I
have
summoned you to meet for the
Honorable the Members of the Legislative Oouncil and the Members of the consideration of important public business,
Session 1932.-[1]

2

Lieutenant-Governor's

Speech.

[COUNCIL.]

and to avail myself of your assistance regarding matters that will be
submitted by my Advisers for your attention.
Australia has been, and still is, confronted with serious economic and financial difficulties, but it is hoped that the
difficulties will be overcome and that improved conditions will soon prevail.
The season has opened favorably, good
rains having fallen in the early autumn.
Ample supplies of natural feed for stock
are assured during the winter months.
Despite the continuance of low world'
prices for our primary products, the
quantities exported have been maintained
at a high level.
Victoria's oversea trade returns for the
first eight months of the current financial
year show that, after converting to Australian currency the recorded values of
imports, there was, for the period, an
estimated favorable trade balance of
£4,500,000.
Substantial savings have resulted from
the enactment of the Financial Emergency and Debt Oonversion Agreement
Acts, whilst other economies have brought
about a considerable reduction in Government expenditure.
Notwithstanding these large 'reductions,
the State is still faced with the fact that
its revenue will not equal the expenditure
this year.
But, although a deficit is inevitable, it
is estimated that it will be within the
revised deficit allowed to Victoria under
the Premiers' plan.
The problem of unemployment has continued to cause my Advisers grave concern.
Of the net amount of £3,071,200 estimated to be available under the Unemployment Relief Acts to the end of the
current financial year for the relief of
unemployment, a sum of £2,600,314 has

been

actually

expended,

of

which

£1,196,511 have been devoted to relief

works.

A sum of £20,500 has been expended on
the settlement of 160 families of unemployed persons on the land, and the new
settlers are, in the circumstances, making
satisfactory progress.
Since the establishment of the Country
Roads Board in 1913, loan funds totalling
£10,752,000 have been expended on the
construction of main roads (including
State highways) and developmental roads.
In addition, a sum of £8,468,000 has been
expended on the ~aintenance of main
roads and State hIghways. Moreover,
until the year 1929-30, interest and sinking fund !payments, to the extent of
£1,900,000, on loan moneys raised on behalf of the Board were provided by the
general taxpayers.
Since the ratification of the Federal
Aid Roads Agreement an amount of
£1,505,000 has been expended in this
State under that agreement, and a large
number of works are now in hand.
Operations for the regeneration of our
eucalypt forests and other necessary silvicultural works have been carried out, the
greatest acreage in the history of the
Forests Commission having been dealt
with.
The state of the timber trade in Victoria demanding the development of
markets overseas, large quantities of seasoned hardwood were shipped recently to
Great Britain. The results are encouraging.
An area of 28,000 acres is now planted
with various species of softwoods.
Despite the measures taken for the prevention of bush fires, considerable losses,
including loss of life, were sustained during February in the Upper Yarra, Buln
Buln, and N arracan shires. The Government co-operated with the Lord Mayor's
Bush Fires Relief Committee in relieving
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distress, and contributed a sum of £1,000 children will be ready for opening this
in response to the appeal launched by the month.
Right Honorable the IJord Mayor.
MR. SPEAKER AND GENTLEMEN OF THE
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY:
Victoria has now a better regula ted
The question of further Sup.ply for
-water supply than any other country of
its size, there being 12,000 miles of chan- essential services will require your early
nels supplying domestic and stock water consideration. The Estimates of Revenue
for over one-fourth of the State, while and Expenditure for the current financial
1,600,000 acres are commanded by gravi- year will again be submitted to you.
tation with water for irrigation.
Supplementary Estimates of Expendi-"
Under the Bellarine Peninsula scheme ture for that year will be placed beforeit is expected that water will be available you in due course, also Estimates of
for the Leopold district in July, and for Revenue and Expenditure for the year
Queenscliff and Point Lonsdale in 1932-33.
December next.
MR. PRESIDENT AND HONORABLE GENTLEAn extension of the Mornington PeninMEN OF THE LEGIsr.ATIVE COUNCIL:
sula scheme to provide a supply of water MR. SPEAKER AND GENTLEMEN OF THE
for Dromana, Sorrento, and other towns
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY:
is being examined.
IStrenuous "efforts have been made to
A comprehensive scheme of water relieve the unemployment position, but
supply from the Otway Ranges to Cam- my Ministers feel thllit additional finanperdown, Terang, Warrnambool, and cial provision must be made to. enable
other places in the Western District is the situation to be met adequately during
being further investigated.
the ensuing financial year.
The first of the new 25,000 kilowatt
The Government has, owing to the
turbo-generator sets to be installed in the limited funds available, been unable to
generating station at Yallourn will be put in hand a programme of works whieh
ready for service this month, and will would provide a fair measure of _relief
provide an essential reserve of generating work to· all unemployed workers.
plant.
My Advisers, with the aid of a body
Pending the erection of additional acof representative citizens whose services
commodation for the Queen's Memorial
have been willingly given, have formuInfectious Diseases Hospital at Fairfield,
lated a scheme having as its object the
an emergency hospital will be established.
provision of relief work on a part-time
The infant mortality rate has been basis for unemployed persons, pending
steadily falling since the introduction of their re-absorption in industry.
infant welfare activities, and was last
In addition to the necessary measure
year the lowest on record.
for the imposition of the unemployment
Anti-tuberculosis work has been main- relief taxes for the coming year, proposals
tained, and a new clinic has been opened for the raising within Victoria of a loan
at Geelong. Steps have also been taken of £2,000,000, repayable in annual into open the Mont Park Sanatorium. The stalments over a "period of ten years, for
death rate from tuberculosis has substan- use during the ensuing financial year,
tially decreased.
will be submitted, the amount to be exThe institution for the care, treatment, pended on works of a reproductive or
and education of mentally defective permanent nature.
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'The continuance of unemployment has
rcompelled the Government to consider the
.question of extending the period for the
operation of Part 1. of the U neITIlployed
Occupiers and Farmers Relief Act 1931.
Amendments with that object, and also
to safeguard unemployed tenants from
eviction, and to facilitate the administration of Part II. of that Act will be
brought forward.

of primary products, will again be introduced.
A Bill to provide for the regulation of
the metropolitan milk supply arid the appointment of a Board, consisting of representatives of the producers, retailers, and
consumers, will be submitted.

Consideration is being given by my Advisers t~ the recommendations of the
Transport Conference, which met as a result of the decisions arrived at by the last
meeting of Commonwealth and State
¥inisters.

A Bill to amend the law relating to
factories and shops will be introduced.

A Bill providing for a Ministry of
Transport will be laid before you.
A conference has been convened for the
purpose of considering the position of
soldier settlement, and amendments of
the Cl9ser Settlement Acts to deal with
the problem will be placed before you.

Measures to amend the Seeds, Stock
Foods, Bees, and Farm Produce Agents
Acts will be ,placed before you.

Legislation dealing with the removal of
the Newmarket Sale-yards to the Laverton-Derrimut site is being prepared.
A Bill providing for the establishment
of a Public Service Classification and
Efficiency Board will be brought forward.
A comprehensive alteration of the law
in regard to weights and measures will be
submitted for your consideration.
To bring the law relating to the censorship of films in Victoria more into line
with that of other States, Part II. of
the Theatres Act 1928 will, it is proposed,
be amended.
A Bill to regulate the supply of gas
will be placed before you.
.

Realizing the importance of the developmen t of our oil resources, the Government proposes to assist in the conduct of boring operations and in research
work.
Steps are being taken to extend reIn addition to other measures, Bills
search work in regard to wheat producdealing with the following. matters will
tion. A laboratory for scientific work in
be submitted to you :-Ministry of
connexion with the problems of wheat
Health;
Health Acts
Amendment;
growing is being provided at the Central
Quality of Goods; Land Act AmendResearch Farm at Werribee, and a station
ment; Public Entertainments; Hawthornis being established in the :Mallee with
bridge; Town Planning; Masseurs;
the object of investigating matters
Nurses; Legal Profession Practice; Merpeculiar to that portion of the wheat belt.
chandise Marks. with respect to Goods
It is confidently anticipated that the of Australian Origin; Control of Fireresearch work which is being carried out arms; and Motor Car (Third Party) Inby the Department of l\griculture, on be- surance.
half of the Pasture Improvement League,
I now leave you to the discharge of
will result in a substantial increase in your duties, and trust that your labours
primary production, particularly in the may, under the blessing of Divine Prodairying districts.
vidence, advance the welfare of the State
A Marketing Bill, which will provide and promote the prosperity 'and happi.
machinery for the organized marketing ness of the people.
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Oopies of the Speech were handed by
the Lieutenant-Governor's Private Secretary to the President and the Speaker.
His Excellency and suite withdrew,
and members of the Legislative Assembly
retired from the Ohamber.
(At 2.55 p.m. the sitting was suspended
until 4.53 p.m.)
NEW MEMBER.
The PRESIDENT (Sir Frank Clarke)
announced that he had received a return
to the writ issued for the election of a
member of the Legislative Oouncil to
serve for the North-Western Province in
the place of Mr. W. J. McOann, resigned,
showing that :Mr. Henry Pye had been
elected.
Mr. Pye was introduced and sworn, and
delivered to the Olerk the declaration required under Act No. 3660.
JUDGMENTS (REOIPROOITY)
BILL.
The Hon. J. P. JONES (Minister of
Public Works) .--,-In order to preserve the
privileges of this House, I move for leave
to bring in a Bill to amend Division 12
of Part VIII., of the Supreme Oourt Act
1928.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was brought in, and read a
first time.
TEMPORARY OHAIRMEN OF
OOMMITTEES.
The PRESIDENT (Sir Frank Clarke)
laid on the table his warrant nominating
the Honorables W. Angliss, W. L. R.
Clarke, J. H. Disney, and G. L. Goudie
as Temporary Ohairmen of Committees.
ELEOTIONS AND
QUALIFIOATIONS COMMITTEE.
The PRESIDENT (Sir Frank Clarke)
laid on the table his warrant appointing
the Honorables H. I. Oohen, O. H. A.
Eager, G. L. Goudie, Dr. Harris, J. P.
Jones, D. L. McNamara, and H. F.
Richardson as the Oommittee of Elections
and Qualifications.
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LIEUTENANT -GOVERNOR'S
SPEEOH.
ADDRESS-IN -REPLY.

The PRESIDENT (Sir Frank Clarke).
- I have to report that His Excellency
the Lieutenant-Governor attended the
House this day, and was pleased to make a
speech, of which for greater accuracy I
have obtained a copy. As the speech is
printed, I take it that honorable members
do not desire that I should read it to them.
The Hon. J. H. DISNEY (Melbourne
West Province).-I moveThat the Council agree to the following
Address to His Excellency the LieutenantGovernor in reply to His Excellency's opening
speech:May .it please Your Excellency:
We, the Legislative Council of Victoria
in Parliament assembled, beg to express
our loyalty to our Most Gracious Sovereign,
and to thank Your Excellency for the
gracious Speech which you have been
pleased to address to Parliament.

Once again it has fallen to my lot to move
the Address-in-Reply to llis Excellency's
Speech. I find it somewhat embarrassing
as I am the only member of my party, as
represented in this House, who is not in
office. It would seem unfair on my part
to criticize the work of the Government
during the past twelve months, whether I
agree with all of it or not.
The Hon. II. I. COHEN.-What have
th~ done?
The Ron. J. H. DISNEY.-They have
done some things of which I have not
approved. But I venture to say that they
have done the best they possibly could do
in view of the interference of thi.s House
in the matter of the additional taxation
that was sought by the Government to
meet their requirements. Had the Oouncil authorized the extra taxation which the
Government asked for, undoubtedly there
would not be nearly as much distress as
there is in Victoria to-day.
I regard as unfortunate the change of
Government which has taken place in the
Federal sphere. I do not propose to. touch
on Commonwealth matters, except incidentally. I have promised several honorable members that I will not detain them
very long, as they are anxious to get away.
Had the Scullin Government been giV811
another term of office, I believe that much
better conditions would now prevail. Unfo.rtunately, their successors have altered
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the tariff to s11ch an extent that, in the
opinion of many people, we have what is
practically a free-trade Governme?t in
office. I have it on undoubted eVIdence
from some of our leading architects that
plans and specifications of many factorief;
which were to have been built are now
in abeyance as a result of tariff alterations. I hope that the State Government
will do what it can to counteract the importation of goods that can be manufactured locally.
Some restrictions should
certainly be placed upon importations.
It is the opinion of a majority of our
people that, under a proper system of protection, the country will prosper in a way
that it never can do under free trade. We
cannot compete with other parts. of the
world unless we have a proper measure of
protection.
The Hon. M. MCGREGOR.-We cannot
do it with protection.
The Hon. J. H. DISNEY.-I am
aware that, ill the opinion of many honorable members, industry will never prosper until Arbitration Court and other
a,ward rates are done away with. But I
think it will be a sorry day for Victoria
if award rates ever are done away with.
Unfortunately, unemployment is still rife
in our midst, and is giving our people
much concern. Unemployment in all
parts of the world is such as to make it
the greatest of the problems awaiting solution.
Many honorable members appear
to think that the principal problem facing
us is to bring about a change of Government. What is troubling their minds i:;
the thought of how soon they can get into
office. They want to throw the members
of the present Government out, and to
take their place. According to press reports, party meetings have already been
held with this end in view. We had the
same sort of thing last session. The constant desire of the Opposition to shift the
Government interfered with legislation.
The interference was noticeable in this
House as well as in another place.
The Hon. H. H. SMITH.-Has the Government a working majority?
The Hon. J. H. DISNEY.-Many
honorable members are anxious to take
whatever means are available to displace
the Government. I do trust, however,
that all honorable members will give the
unemployment position their best thought,
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and will assist the Government in its
endeavour to bring about some alleviation
of the distress we all deplore. The position is getting worse. This is more particularly true of the middle class. People
are using up their savings. This aspect
of the matter will become more and more
marked unless we can find employment
for many men and women now out of
work.
The Hon. Dr. HARRIS.-How do you
account for the Savings Bank deposits
increasing?
Tthe Hon. J. H. DISNEY.-People
who have capital cannot find an outlet for
it. It is not for the want of available
cash that monied men are not investing.
The trouble is that they cannot find suitable investments.
The Hon. Dr. HARRIs.-They have not
sufficien t confidence.
The Hon. J. H. DISNEY.-I am told
that they have deposited sums of money
with the banks at whatever interest they
can ~et in the expectation of matters improvmg.
The Hon. Dr. HARRIS.-YOU would not
be inclined to invest money at present,
would you?
The Hon~ J. H. DISNEY.-I think it
would be better if I were allowed to state
my case in my own way. Honorable
members can then form any opinion they
like as to my arguments.
The Hon. Dr. HARRIS.-You do not
want me to ask any insulting questions.
The Hon. J. H. DISNEY.-The Ullofficial Leader would never do that. It is
not in him. I am about to touch on another
matter in regard to which I do not expect
hOllorable members to agree with me.
Taxation, we are told, has reached saturation point. I think that that is true as regards the middle class and the working
class. At the same time, I think there is
ample scope for taxation of highly-placed
officers and men in high positions. I do
not want to refer to what took place in
this House last year, but I think that it
was regrettable enough. We know that
certain m.en in high positions refused to
contribute their full share towards the
special taxation which was being imposed.
The HOll. A. E. CHANDI,ER.-To what
are you referring?
The Hon. J. H. DISNEY.-,-I am referring to the Judges 'who refused to be
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taxed. That is one matter that I have
in mind.
I believe that the Government, instead of bringing about dismis·
sals, and imposing taxation on those who
are earning small amounts such as £1 a
week, will have to increase taxation on
the higher-paid officials in order to
balance the ledger.
The Hon. M. SALTAU.-Will that help
to, relieve unemployment 1
The Hon. J. H. DISNEY.-It will
help to balance the ledger, which the
Government is endeavouring to do.
It
will relieve the burden of taxation on
the lower paid employees. I think that
it will have to be aone, and I hope that
this House will assist the Government in
t.hat direction.
The Hon. W. TYNER.-Apparently
you propose to re-enact the Premiers'
plan.
The Hon. J. H. DISNEY.-I honestly
think that those in the higher positions,
such as the men who are recelvm.g
£5,000 and more per year, can easily
bear mo,re taxation than they do at the
present time.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-How many
are there 1
'
Tthe Hon. J. H. DISNEY.-I could
not say; but I know that I read qUIte
recently that one gentleman in this State
had returned to him £28,000 which he
had over-paid in taxation. I have heard
of others who have had as much as
£4,000 or £5,000 returned to them for
the same reaSOn. I venture to think that if
they had never received these amounts,
and the money had gone into Consolidated Revenue, they would never have
missed it.
The Hon. W. TYNER.-Are you referring to the adjustments of the 1930
schedules 7
The Hon. J. H. DISNEY.-I am rt:{erring to what I have read and what 1
have verified to some extent, about the
nmount of money held by and the
amount paid in taxation by some of
those whom we term the wealthy people
of this State.. I am not a follower of
Lang, but it must be remembered
that the p.eople who hold those moneys
could never have obtained them without
the aid of labour.
The Hon. A. E. CHANDLER.-But they
have brains.
The Hon. J. H. DISNEY.-Undoubtedly they have supplied the brain
power.
It is the duty of the GOTern.
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ment too ensure that those who supply
the manual labour in industry are, at all
events, adequately paid.
We have to
realize the number of young fellows of
16, 18, and 20 years of age who are out
of employment. They can be Been in
the streets and the parks. Some play
cricket and other games, a gooJ many
play cards, and wherever possible they
attend picture shows and other amust:·
ments. 'What is the result 7 Idle hands
find mischief to do, and we know that
such young fellows are brought berort;
o~r Police Courts day after da,y charged
WIth penal offences, some of which are
very trivial, while others are more
serious.
The Hon. A. E. CHANDLER.-You believe, then, that they should work fOor
sustenance.
The Hon. J. H. DISNEY.-No, I do
not. I believe that it is the duty of
the honorable member and others who
employ labour to see that their employees
are adequately paid.
On the question of unemployment I
may say that I think it is the duty of
the Government to assist landlords as
well as unemployed tenants.
Undoubtedly there is sufficieut evidence that
many landlords are in positions which
are probably worse than those of the unemployed persons who occupy their
houses. I think that the Government
should go as far as to guarantee that
the owners should receive rates and taxes
and insurance. I do not know that the
Government should go any further than
that.
The Hon. W. ANGLIss.-What about
repairs 7
The Hon. J. H. DISNEY.-The honorable member knows that if a decent
tenant occupies a house for which ,he
pays no rent he would surely keep the
place in good repair.
The Hon. M. McGREGOR.-Your experience is not mine.
The Hon. J. H. DISNEY.-Probably the honorable member's experience
has been confined to his endeavours to
obtain rent.
The Hon. A. E. CHANDLER.-Why
should he not get the rent 7
The Hon. M. MCGREGOR.-I have not
received the rent, but I have got the
H

tears."

'

The Hon. J. H. DISNEY.-The honorable member .must have a pleasant feel~
ing that he has housed some poor
fellows'.
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The Hon. M. MCGREGOR.-I have not
even that.
The Hon. J. H. DISNEY.-It should
give the honorable member pleasure.
He has done some kind act!
I wish now to refer to our hospitals,
nearly all of which are in a bad way
financially.
Their overdrafts are more
than they can bear.
The Hon. Dr. HARRIs.-Where do
you suggest all" the money necessar,y to
give effect to the beneficent und€rtakings to which you have referred should
come from ~
The Hon. J. H. DISNEY.-I have
already said. It should be obtained by
means of increased taxation.
The Hon. Dr. HARRIs.-Whom would
you like to tax ~
The Bon. J. H. DISNEY.-The man
at the top.
He has a lot yet in the
locker, and will not become insolvent.
] 11 respect of our hospitals, nearly every
State, apart from Victoria, conducts art
unions and lotteries of all kinds, such
as the Golden Casket. We have not come
to that in Victoria, and I believe that
a good many of the people will be opIt seems to me to be a
posed to it.
remarkable state of affairs when thousands of pounds can go out of this State,
.as has been the case for many years, to
Tasmania and other States, while there
are no restrictions whatever in that respect. If we are not agreeable to conduct art unions and so on, as is done in
other States, some restriction should
operate and some tax be imposed in respect of that money. New South Wales
runs two art unions ever;y week, and
Tasmania is equally active along those
lines.
We have undoubted evidence
that thousands of pounds do leave this
State every week for investment in those
con0erns.
The Hon. H. F. RlcHARDsoN.-Would
you like a repetition of what is going on
in New South W ales ~
The Hon. J. H. DISNEY.-I think
that something should be done, and that
Victoria should not be bled white while
our charitable institutions suffer as they
do. Australians are a sporting lot, and
will have their art unions, races, and
so on.
If we are not prepared to run
something in the direction of art unions,
&c., the next best thing we cando is to
place some restriction upon the money
that is leaving Victoria for other States.
Some action will have to be taken in
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respect of hospitals.
:Many cases have
been brought under notice in which
patients have been unable to obtain hospital accommodation. Infectious diseases
are being treated in the homes of the
afflicted, instead of in proper hospitals.
It is said that, in some instances, these
In other
institutions are overcrowded.
instances, hospitals are unable to take in
patients on account of the financial position of the institutions. This problem
should be investigated thoroughly, and
the hospitals receive greater assistance
than they do at present.
The Hon. C. H. A. EAGER.-A stricter
enforcement of the Police Offences Act
would prevent a lot of money going to
New South Wales.
The Hon. J. H. DISNEY.-One can
realize the value of having legal advisers
in this House. Unfortunately, the Government-I" suppose-does not understand the position to which Mr. Eager has
alluded. However, I am very pleased to
learn of it, and I think that the sooner
action is taken in that direction the better
it will be for all concerned, and for hospitals in partioular.
There is another matter upon which J
have repeatedly touched in this House .
My proposal has not been received very
favorably in the past. I have thought
about it very seriously, and I still hold the
same opillion, despite the fact that probably the majority of honorable meillbers
are opposed to it. The question,
"Where can more money be raised?" is
often asked.
Ever since becoming a
member of this House, I have advocated
that there should be stricter supervision
over fire insurance companies. I am not
going to labour the point, because, on a
previous occasion, I moved t1he adjournment of the House for the purpose of discussing it, and I then spoke for an hour.
Briefly, the position is that in all Australian States, except Victoria, fire insurance
companies have to deposit certain sums of
money with their Governments as a guarantee of good faith that if a fire ocours, the
people concerned will be safeguarded, and
be able to recover whatever the damage is.
The Hon. M. SALTAu.-That has to be
done in this State.
The Hon. J. H. DISNEY.-N ot in the
case' of fire insurance companies.
In
Queensland, the deposit is £10,000, and in
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South Australia £5,000. I do not know
what the amount is in New South Wales
with Mr. Lang in power. I suppose that
it is all that he can grab. In Victoria,
no deposit is required, and there are approximately 100 insurance companies having offices in M.elbourne. If each were to
deposit, say, £5,000, with the Governmen t, there would be a nice little sum to
handle at the present time. This is something which the insurance companies
want. I have had interviews with the
managers of various companies. In f;;tct,
I was a director of one company.
The
idea is to prevent mushroom companies
from springing up. Several offshoots of
Sydney companies came here, three to my
knowledge, and one to my sorrow. They
accepted any risk possible, and they would
not reinsure with other companies as they
were ,supposed to do.
When a fire
occurred at Dandenong, causing damage to
the extent of about £15,000, the company
concerned quietly shut its doors, and went
away with the premiums in its pockets.
The Hon. M. McGREGOR.-Was that
the company of whieh you were a director,
or with which you were associated ~
The Hon. J. H. DISNEY.-Unfortunately, I had some business with it. I
paid all my premiums in advance, and
three months afterwards the company
closed its doors, and went over to Sydney.
I presume it will be necessary to bring
down a Bill to give effect to my proposal.
I have been advocating this scheme for
many years, and now I see that the Oommonwealth Government have taken it up.
The Hon. O. H. A. EAGER.-They
have passed a measure.
The Hon. J. H. DISNEY.-Have
they~

The Hon. A. lL ZWAR.-YOU are not
in touch with the times!
The Hon. J. H. DISNEY.-It is not
my fault that we are too late, for I have
referred to this question ever since I became a member of this House-some
fifteen years ago.
Another subject to which I have referred on previous occasions relates to
those who go overseas on pleasure jaunts.
I contend that a tax should be imposed
upon all such people when they are about
to leave our shores.
The Hon. G. L. GOUDIE.-If they go to
New Zealand i
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The Hon. J. H. DISNEY.-So long as
they leave the shores of Australia. Every
deep-water vessel that leaves these shores
carries a full load of passengers. Some
honorable members have been away, and
they know that people go abroad for
pleasure. They have said, in effect,
" There is a depression, and in the meantime, we will take a holiday. We will live
on some of the profits that we have made
in the past." Several of my friends, including contraetors and other ,persons in
a large way of business, to whom I spoke
six or nine months ago, said that it appeared that business was about to have
a bad time, and they would take the opportunity of going overseas for a trip.
I venture to say that in each case the expenses of the trip would be not less than
£1,000.
The Hon. H. 1. OOHEN.-What would
you charge Mr. Hogan ~
The Hon. J. H. DISNEY.-I would
charge him the same as anybody else.
Even if he is going " on the nod," I would
make the Government pay a tax to the
Government. I would place a tax of £5
on every first-class passenger who leaves
our shores, but I would not ta~ the thirdcl~ss passengers. To remed.} Lhe position
WI th respect to unemployment, two things
will have to be done. In view of the introduction 'of machinery, the time has
come when, in order to afford employment to the numerous unemployed,
shorter hours will have to be worked in
industry.
The Hon. W. ANGLIss.-That cannot
be done unless it is world wide.
The Hon. J. H. DISNEY.-I should
like to see it world wide, but in any
event we can do it in Australia, owing to
our protectionist tariff. The other suggestion I have to make is that the retiring
age should be reduced. I feel that any
man or woman who, on reaching the age
of 60 years, has not made sufficient to
live OD, should get the pension.
The Hon. W. ANGLIss.-We should all
have to retire, then.
The Hon. J. H. DISNEY.-I am not
referring to employers of labour, but to
those who are employed.
Tihe Hon. W. ANGLISS.-I am referring
to members of Parliament.
The Hon. J. H. DISNEY.-It would
be a good thing if many of us did
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retire. If this House were abolished, it
would be a good thing for the State, as it
is a stumbling block to useful legislation.
I am pleased to note that the Government
intend to introduce a measure relating to
the censorship of picture films. I am of
opinion that very strict supervision
should be exercisedf with regard to all
picture films, because I believe that some
Qf the pictures that are shown are causing
more trouble in ~onnexion with the rising generation than anything else. Some
pictures which are said to be educational
.are not fit to be shown, more particularly
to children. It is time there was stricter
supervision.
I consider that the time for the
introduction of compulsory voting in
oonnexion with elections to this Chamber
is long overdue. The Government promised to bring in a Bill so that persons
whose rates were not paid by the 1Qth of
June would be entitled to vote at municipal elections, and also at elections for
the Legislative Oouncil.
The Hon. G. M. DAvls.-It is hard
enough to get municipal rates in now, but
it would be much hardier if that were
done.
The Hon. J. H. DISNEY.-That is
Ilot so. If such a. measure is not passed,
the effect, so far as this House is con. -eerned, will be very far-reaching.
The Hon. O. H. A. EAGER.-The ratepayer is not deprived of his right to vote,
so far as the Legislative Council is concerned, because he has not paid his rates.
The Hon. J. H. DISNEY.-I understand that under the law he should not
be deprived of his right to vote at elections for this House, but many town clerks
are lax in ,their duty, and do not revise
the rolls as they should. Last session,
the :Minister of Public Works promised to
look into this matter. When I brought
it up, it was said that it was too late to
deal with it. If amending legislation is
not ,passed, there will be a marked decrease in the number of persons eligible
to vote at the next eleotions for this
Chamber.
The Hon. A. E. CHANDLER.-The nonpayment of ra.tes does not affect the right
to vote at Legislative Oouncil elections.
The Hon. J. H. DISNEY.-It does,
so far as the Labour party is concerned.
Let the honorable member inquire how
many town clerks bring the rolls up to
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date, as they are supposed to do. He
will find -that very few place on the rolls
the names of persons who have not paid
their rates.
The Hon. A. E. CHANDLER.-They
ha;ve to furnish a separate list of such
persons to the electoral registrar.
The Hon. J. H. DISNEY.-The next
question to which I wish ,to refer is one
in which Yr. Angliss is interested, and I
shall be surprised if he approves of what
I am going to say. A very large deputation a week or two ago urged the removal
of the cattle sale-yards from their present
site.
The H<>n. W. ANGLISS.-I understand
that there was not a single grazier at
the deputation.
The Hon. J. H. DISNEY.-TherE:
were graziers present, including several
Collins-street graziers, I understand.
This is a proposal which has been spoken
of for the last 30 years. The Lat-e Sir
Thomas Bent, who was very far-seeing,
pur-chased several acres of land at Laverton on behalf of the State, and the idea
then was ,that the whole of the noxious
trades should be removed to Laverton.
Since then, although the project has been
frequently spoken of, unfortunately 11()thing has been done. I think Mr. Angliss
will agree that at the present yards an
awful amount of cruelty to the animals
takes place.
The Hon. W. ANGLIss.-I will not
agree to that. The mortality here is less
pro rata than in any other capital city.
The Hon. J. H. DISNEY.-That does
not alter the fact. I have read expert
evidence on this matter, and it was shown
that through the trucking, the bites of
dogs, and bruises from the drovers-The Hon. W. ANGLISS.-How are you
going to bring the stock in unless you
truck it~
The Hon. J. H. DISNEY.-At the
new site there would be rest yards, where
the stock could recover. M nch of the
stock could' be driven there, the necessity
for trucking being obviated.
The Hon. Dr. HARRIS.-Do you know
who owns the land out there 1
The Hon. J. H. DISNEY.-I think
Mr. Bullen owns a bit, and Mr. Galvin
and a few more people are greatly interested in it. I am not saying that the
!ltock-yards should be removed. I am saying that the people, according to the depu-
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tation to which I have referred, say that
they should be removed.
The Hon. W. ANGLlss.-There was not
a single stock agent or grazier on the
deputation.
The Hon. J. H. DISNEY.-What I
want to know is whether it is necessary
for the Government to bring in a Bill
for the removal of the yards.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-Yes.
The Hon. J. H. DISNEY.-Sir
Thomas Bent must, in some way or other,
have had authority for the removal of the
ya.rds. He made a huge purchase.
The Hon. W. ANGLIss.-His proposal
was to remove all the noxious trades to
one district.
The Hon. J. H. DISNEY·.-That incll1lded the sale-yards. You must take one
step at a time. I believe that if the Government are sincere in their proposal to
remove the sale-yards, they can carry it
out without bringing the matter before
Parliament at all. However, I do not
wish to detain honorable members. I
understand that in the very near future
a Supply Bill will be before the House,
and that then honorable members will
have the opportunity of stating any grievances they have.
'
The Hon. D. L. McNAMARA (Honorary Minister).-I desire formally to
second the motion for the adoption of
the Address-in-Reply, and in doin~ so I
congratulate the mover of the motion on
his very eloquent speech.
On the motion of the Hon. Dr.
HARRIS (North-Eastern Province), the
debate was adjourned until Tuesday,
April 19.
LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
The Hon. A. J. PITTARD (Wellington
Province).-(By leave.)-I move-
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Wednesday, April 6, 1932.
OPENING OF THE SESSION.
The SPEAKER (Sir Alexander Peacock)
took the chair at 2.32 p.m., and read the
prayer.
The Clerk read the ,proclamation convoking Parliame:gt.
The Usher of the Legislative Council
brought a message from His Excellency
the Lieutenant-Governor desiring the presence of honorable members in the Chamber of the Legislative Council.
The House, headed by the Speaker,
proceeded to the Council Chamber.
(At 2.36 p.m. the sitting was sWJpended
until 4.40 p.m.)
CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES.
RETURN AFTER ILLNE~S.
The SPEAKER (Sir Alexander Peacock).-Before I lay on the table my
warrant nominating Temporary Chairmen of Committees, I should like to express on behalf, not only of myself, but of
all other honorable members, pleasure and
delight at seeing our Chairman of Committees back in his place after a very
serious illness. I can assure him that
members of all parties, and also the
officers of the House, sincerely sympathized with him when he suffered a
serious breakdown towards the close of
last session, and inquiries were continuously made regarding his progress
towards recovery.
Weare all very
pleased indeed to see him restored to
health, and trust that he may be spared
for many years.
'

TEMPORARY CHAIRMEN OF
COM!1:ITTEES.
The SPEAKER (Sir Alexander Peacock) laid on the table his warrant nomiThe motion was agreed to.
nating Mr. Cotter, Mr. Everard, Mr.
Frost, Lieut.-Col. Knox, Mr. Murphy,
ADJOURNMENT.
Mr. Old, and Mr. Solly to act as TemThe Hon. J. P. JONES (Minister of
porary Chairmen of Committees.
Public Works).-I moveThat leave of absence for one month be
granted to the Hon. F. W. Brawn on
account of urgent private business.

That the House, at its rising, adjourn until
Tuesday, April 19, at 4.30 p.m.

The motion was agreed to.
The House adjourned at 5.43 p.m.,
until Tuesday, April 19.

FARM PRODUCE AGENTS BILL.
Mr. SLATER (Minister of Agriculture.)-In accordance with the usual
practice, and in order to preserve the
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privileges of this House, I move for leave
to bring in a Bill to amend the Farm
Produce Agents Act 1928.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was brought in, and read a
:first time.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
Mr. TUNNECLIFFE (Acting Premier).
-(By Zeave).-I moveThat leave of absence tor the session, on
account of illness, be granted to the Hon.
Edmond John Hogan, member for Warrenheip
and Grenville.

Honorable members are aware that the
Premier has been ill for some time and
is likely to be absent from the 'State
during the major part of the session at
any rate.
Sir STANLEY ARGYLE (Tooralc).I second the motion.
The motion was agreed to.
I!!{PORTED GOODS :FOR STATE
. DEPARTMENTS.
Mr.. CAIN ~Minister of Railways), in
comphance wIth an Order of the House
(dated October 17, 1905), presented a
return of machinery, goods, and material
manufactured or produced outside the
Commonwealth, and purchased for the
use of the Railway Department during
the year 1930-31.
LIEUTENANT -GOVERNOR'S
SPEECH
ADDRESS-IN-R.r.1:'LY.
The SPEAKER (Sir Alexander' Peaco~k).-I have to report that the House
th.I s day attended His Excellency the
Lleut~nant-Governor in the Legislative
CouncIl Chamber, when His Excellency
was pleased. to make a speech to both
Houses of Parliament, of which, for
greater accuraclY, I have obtained a
copy. As the speech was printed and
copies are in the hands of honorable
members, it will not be necessary for me
to read it.
Mr. REID (Oalcleigh).- I moveThat the following Address-in-Reply to the
Speech of His Excellency the LieutenantGovernor to both Houses of Parliament be
agreed to by this House:M'ay it please Your Excellency,
We, the Legislative Assembly of Victoria
in Parliament assembled, beg to express
our loyalty to our most gracious Sovereign,
and to thank Your Excellency for the
gracious speech which you have been
pleased to address to Parliament.
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I desire to express my appreciation of
the honour which has been conferred
upon me of being given the opportunity
to submit this motion, and to express :my
views on matters contained in His Excellency'S speech. In that speech many
mea.sures an: referred to, some of whieh
have been before this Chamber on varjous
occasions, and which some people might
call hardy annuals. Nevertheless) this
Parliament will be called upon to deal
with very important measures, the most
important of which, in my opinion, will
be those relating to unemployment, our
transport system, and soldier and civilian settlement.
Those three measures
warrant the immediate attention of this
Parliament.
They will deal with subjects which', to a ·large degree, are ~he
cause of the finances of the State bemg
in suoh a bad condition at the present
time. During the recess we have heard
quite a lot regarding the Government's
proposals.
Criticism has been levelled
against the Government by various pe::sons, including not onl,y members of t.hIS
Chamber but other people in public life.
The figures with respect to unemployment are alarming, and the position is
such as would be dangerous to' any community.
We have to decide what
amount of revenue will be raised by
taxation during the forthcoming year to
alleviate the distress that exists. In His
Excellency'S Speech another very important part of the Government's programme is given prominence-the borrowing of £2,000,000 to enable works to be
put in operation for the relief of unemployment.
In the final part of my
speech I will defll with that part of the
Government's programme.
1 am pleased to note that for the
eight. months of the financial year which
have elapsed the State of Victoria has
a favorable overseas trade balance of
approximately £4,500,000.
Mr. FRosT.-Thanks to the Scullin
tariff !
Mr. REID.-I am nO.t dealing with
the tariff at the present time, but it is
very gratifying to know that so far a~
our overseas trade is concerned we are on
the right side of the ledger by
£4,500,000.
I wish to say a word or
two with regard to the various activitIes
of the Government in connexion with unemployment reliJef.
This Parliament,
of course, was mainly responsible for the
relief measures that have been in opera-
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tlOn in this State .during the last twelve
months.
In settling unemployed persons on the land a sum of £20,500 has
been spent, and, as a result, 160 families hav-e been placed upon the land.
According to the reports of the Lands
Department only two of the 160 settlers
who were placed on the land during that
time have left it.
Mr. BOND.-A fine record!
Mr. REID.-The Lands Department
is quite satisfied that t.hose who are 011
the land at the present time are genuine
triers, and will be successful, provided
they get the necessary rainfall.
It is
pleasing to know that the land settlement
scheme for which this House was responsible has been taken up by the unemployed, and that those who have been
settled on the land have made every
effort to make good.
I had thE:: pleasure a few months ago of visiting Newfield and Heytesbury Forest, which, 1
understand, are in the electorate of the
honorable member for Hampden, and I
feel sure that the men who have taken
up land there are going to be worthy
citizens of tl-.is State. The Government
should be congratulated on that pOdion
of their scheme.
During the recess I have heard very
alarming reports regarding the accommodation at our hospitals, and in this C0'nnexion I wish to refer principally to the
infectious diseases hospital at Fairfield.
I was delighted to learn from His Excellency's Speech that the Government intend to make provision for an emergency
hospital for infectious diseases pending
the erection of additional accommodation
at the Fairfield hospital. Recently cases
of carriers of diphtheria were detected by
medical examination in various parts of
my electorate, and there was no accommodation for them in the institution at
Fairfield. It is a. very dangerous thing
for a community to neglect to provide
accommodation for children suffering
from diphtheria, and we all know how
serious it is to any population if proper
provision is not made for the treatment
of carriers of that disease.
In His Excellency'S Speech we are
promised legislation providing for the removal of the cattle sale-yards to the
Laverton-Derrimut
site.
Honorable
members will have an opportunity, perhaps, later on of discussing that proposition. It has been before tGe House on
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several ocoasions, and, if my memory
serves me aright, has been given a position in the forefront of various policy
speeches.
I am also pleased to observe t.hat the
Government jntend to bring down a
measure-in my opinion it is long overdue-providing for a Public Service
C1assification and Efficiency Board. Hepresentations have been made by various
sections of the Public Service for the
creation of such a Board.
Last year a
petition was presented from the teachers
asking that they be heard at the Bar of
the House so that they might explain
their grievances to members of Parliament, who would thus be made conversant with the conditions prevailing in
the teaching service. I think the public
servants are mistaken if they consider that
a Classification and Efficiency Board
will give them any degree of improvement in their conditions, because on
most occasions recent~y when trade
unions have appealed to the Court, they
have not obtained the concessions which
they sought. However, the claim of the
public servants for the establishment of
a Classification and Efficiency Board is a
just one. I believe that wages and conditions in the Service should be placed
above party politics. At every elect.ion
candidates are asked by members of the
Public Service for support of efforts to
improve their conditions.
If the proposed Board were established it would
create harmony in the Service, and
would give to the members of the Service
oromotion as it was warranted.
The
~attel' of promotion would not be left
to the discretion of any Parliament, however it might be constituted.
Another measure announced in the
Speech in which I am interested is
one to regulate the supply of gas.
Referring to this subject, I cannot
help remarking that there may be
a time in the near future when there
will be an abundant supply of political gas in Victoria.
The question of
the gas supply is a most important one in
my electorate, and the Oakleigh Oity
Oouncil has asked the Government to
bring dowll a Bill for the regulation of the
gas supply. It is regrettable, in my
opinion, that because one company is not
playing fair with the community, it
should bp. necessary for the Government
to introduce a Bill to regulate the supply
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of gas throughout the State. I think that
the Metropolitan Gas Company has
treated its consumers very fairly in many
respects. However, because I am the representative in this House of the Oakleigh
district, and the question of gas supply is
an important one there, and the people
have asked for the introduction of the
legislation, I am naturally pleased to nott~
that the Government has placed in its programme a measure for the regulation of
the gals supply.
I have no doubt that the proposed Ministry of Transport Bill will relieve the
position of the Railway Department to a
great extent. When one takes into consideration the alarming loss on the Victorian railways, it cannot be denied that
the men in the Railways Service have made
In many cases
a very great sacrifice.
their wages, making allowance for rationing, have been reduced by 33 per cent. 1
consider that the railway men have
contributed more' than they should
have been f!xpected to contribute towards the reduction of the State's
working expenses during the depression. I have taken part in several
deputations which have waited on the
Minister of Railways in connexion with
railway matters, and I have come to the
conclusion that if the Commissioners expect the railways to compete successfully
with motor transport on the basis of existing freights and fares, there is no hope of
that expectation being realized. One of
the outstanding anomalies in railway administration, in my opinion, is the noncompetitive area fares.
These fares arc
based on a schedule that has been in. operation for some time. On those sections of
lines which are outside the competitive
area, the Railways Commissioners make
the travelling public pay much higher
fares for the return journey than are
warranted. Business men who are interested in transport have found that if
they allow their competitors to reduce
fares, they cannot expect to obtain business; they find that they must also reduce
their fares to meet the competition. I
venture to assert that if the Railways
Commissioners reduced fares, and gave the
travelling public greater opportunities to
use the railways, the Department's
revenue would be substantially increased.
In dealing with this question, one must
L

Mr. Reid.
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bear in mind that persons in all walks of
life have suffered reductions in their incomes. I should say that members of
almost all the unions that have obtained
awards from the Commonwealth Arbitration Court have had their wages reduced,
and in many cases have been rationed in
their employment. The reduction in the
wages of working people ha·s been very
drastic, yet no reduction has been made in
the cost of travelling on the Victorian
Railways. It is not right that the Railways Commissioners, in a period like the
present, when practically everybody is
making a sacrifice in income, should
demand from the travelling public the
same price for services as they received in
the prosperous years. Viewing the matter from a business point of view, it is
reasonable to expect that the Railways
Commissioners would receive a larger return from the travelling public, if they
revised and reduced fares.
I am pleased to note that the Government intends to consider the question of
extending the period for the operation of
Part I. of tihe Unemployed Occupiers and
Farmers Relief Act 1931, and that amendments with that object, and also to safeguard unemployed tenants from eviction,
and to facilitate the administration of Part
II. of that Act, will be brought forward.
It is my sincere hope that when the Government brings down the necessary legislation, it will give due consideration to the
posi tion of landlords. During the last
few months, I have gathered from conversations with various persons who have
rented houses to tenants who are unemployed, that the landlords have received
no rent for many months, in some cases
twelve months. These landlords are still
required to pay municipal rates, and
banks and other institutions that have
loaned money on mortgage on the property
expect the landlords to' pay the interest
regularly. It is unfair that this condition
of affairs should continue, and I consider
that something will have to be done to
give relief to landlords who are in this
category. If landlords are assisting unemployed persons by permitting them to
occupy their houses free of rent-and I
venture to say that landlords in the main
have been very fair to unemployed
workers-some relief should be provided
by Parliam.ent for the landlords.
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The most important problem confronting the State is unemployment. If this
Parliament were to concentrate for the
next few months on the enactment of
legislation for the relief of unemployment,
I think that the people of Victoria would
appreciate the efforts of its Parliament.
I think that Parliament should decide
definitely on the attitude that it will
adopt toward~ the unemployment problem.
There has been talk of an early election.
Mr. CAIN.-Perish the thought!
Mr. REID.--That may be the view of
the },IIinister of Railways, but I should
say, "Let us haye the election immediately." Parliament has been summoned to deal primarily with the important problem of unemployment. If we
are to have a fight as to who is to govern
and administer the unemployment relief
legislation, we should have that fight
early, because the people are waiting
anxiously to ,see what this Parliament intends to do in respect of unemployment.
Taking a very serious view of the situation, I have come to the conclusion that
additional taxation would be most unwise.
I feel sure that this State has reached the
limit of taxation for unemployment
relief. The Government has submitted a
proposal that an internal loan of
£2,000,000 should be raised for the relief
of unemployment. We are all aware of
the danger of borrowing, but we must consider whether we are in a position to show
the lenders that we can repay the amount
borrowed. Tihe Government's proposal
is that the loan should be repaid over a
period of ten years through the medium
of the unemployment relief tax.
As I
said, some people hold the view that an
election would clear the air, and that the
return of a new Government would bring
relief so far as unemployment is concerned. I maintain that polling day
does not do away with the necessity for
relief of unemployment, and the solution
of 1fue problem of unemployment. I have
,had prepared a statement showing the
number of persons unemployed in Victoria.
Sir STANLEY ARGYLE.-Are they reported cases of unemployment, or an estimate?
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Mr. REID.- They are the registrations
at the Government Labour ExcJlange, and
are as follows:First Week in
December, 1931.
Metropolitan

Country

Females
Total

..
..
..

Latest
Registration.

39,027
13,001
15,130

40,311
] 4,065
18,895

67,158

73,271

The totals show an increase of 6,113 over
That proves
a period of four months.
that the position-no matter what party
may be in office-is very difficult to cope
with.
The Government is to be congratulated on having called into being
the citizens' committee, which is to place
hefore Parliament, perhaps at a later
date, proposals deemed to be worthy of
consideration in the direction of relieving unemployment.
I understand that
the committee is in favour of the projected £2,000,000 loan. As to that, we
shall have to obtain the sanction of the
Loan Council before we can think of borrowing the sum in question.
At the
time when the matter of the formation
of the Loan· Council was being discussed
in this House, the only two members of
this Ohamber who-if my memory serves
me aright-placed the true position before us were the then member for Hawthorn, Sir William McPherson, and the
honorable member for Clifton Hill.
They pointed out the danger to a State
such as Victoria, which has always been
recognized as sound financially, in that
it would have to appeal virtually to the
other States before it could be in a position to borrow money for works to be
carried out here. It is remarkable that
we should now be required to appeal to
the Loan Council before we can put in
hand the proposed £2,000,000 loan.
However, that procedure is now the law
At
of the land, and we must obey it.
the same time, I understand that New
South Wales, through the Sydney Water
and Sewerage Trust, ,has gone on the
market for the sum of £1,500,000 for
sewerage works.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-Have they
got the money 1
Mr. RE,ID.-If they are allowed to go
on the market it seems to be anomalous
that one State should be able to break
away to that extent from the constitution of the Loan Council.
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Sir STANLEY AIWYLE.-The :Melbourne the whole State; we shall have reproand Metropolitan Board of vVorks bas ductive works put in. hand, and the
just floated a loan for more than workers themselves will feel that their
manhood has been safeguarded. I trust
£1,000,000.
Mr. MACFARLAN.-We could form an that this Parliament will deal with
unemployment Trust, and it could do the whole subjflct in the fairest possible
sense, and in a spirit of the greatest dethe same thing.
gree of co-opera6on. I trust that only
Mr. REID.-That comment may be of one point of view wjl1 be taken, namely,
value to the Ministry. If they do not that of lifting the manhood and womanobtain the desired permission to borrow, hood of this country to a better and
so far as the Loan Council is concerned, higher plane.
As for the activities of
that suggestion of the honorable mem- the various local com mittees and the
ber would be welcome, I think. I hope municipalities throughout t.he State, I
the Minister at present in charge of the can only express the view that they will
House will bear it in mind, and bring not continue much longer, for the people
it before his colleagues. When we con- who are carrying on these fine works are
sider the position and the numbers of breaking down under the strain. I feel
our unemplo:yed to-day, and when we re- sure that there is no hope of great nummember that for over twelve months bers of the unemployed continuing to resome of those men have not received one
ceive any material relief from these
penny fO'r any work they have done,
even though they have worked in lieu of sources of voluntary activity which are in
operatiun to day.
Even as matters
sustenance in some respects, we must per- stand, the whole business means nothing
ceive how very serious is the general
situation. The unemployed have been in more than a hand to mouth existence. The
relief which is being afforded, even from
very many instances dependent on the every source, is only barely sufficient to
dole for their existence. The fact thH t
keep body and soul together. I do hope,
there are so many of our people on the
therefore, that this Parliament will
dole is a state of affairs calculated to
break the back of any country.
To a agree to the Government's proposal for
large degree the receipt of the dole mili- the raising of a loan, hand in hand with
tates against the retention of the reci- further taxation. I trust that at least
pient's manhood. The condition of many the scheme will be given a fair trial.
men in our midst, especially in the matter Whilst we are trying to do our best for
t,he unemplo.yed in the community, we
of clothing, is deplorable. This Parliament
must consider most carefully whether the may take it for granted that we are
proposal of the Government for the rais- bound to make mistakes, but eventually
ing of a loan is not well worth,y of con- we shall prosper if we are determined
sideration. The loan would require to a.s a Parliament to do the right thing by
be raised hand in hand with the further our people.
taxation of our people so that the money
In conclusion, I <lesire to pay my trirequired could be obtained to put works bute to all those who have been engaged
in hand. As for the works themselves, in the voluntary work performed on bethese would be dealt with by a _:new ad- half of the unemployed throughout the
visory body, having greater powers than whole of Victoria.
Every municipality
those of the Board at present in exist- in and around Mel bourne has done yeoence. We have spent many thousands man service, and the same may be said,
of pounds on the dole. We have given I feel sure, of all countr;y municipalitIeS.
municipalities money so that relief works Unfortunately, the financial capacity of
might be put in hand; but I have seen the municipalities has gone from bad to
Jllany of those works, and I say without worse, and municipal authorities feel
fear of contradictiO'n that the work done that they cannot continue to do even as
has been of no value, and that the much as they have been able to do
money spent has been entirely wasted. hitherto. With the numbers of thf> UllIf this Parliament can bring into opera- employed growing again, and with
tion the scheme foreshadowed by the Go- winter approaching, the whole problem
vernment to-day, and if we can place the of unemployment relief is terribly ~erl
unemployed on part-time work, we shall ous.
As was indicated in the Lleube doing something of marked benefit to tenant-Governor's Speech, steps are being
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ta,ken by the Government for th~ ~nt
vision of a further total of 50 pollce.
If we do not tackle the unemployment
situation as we should do j t will be necessary for the Government to ra.ise 250
new police, for the people have got to
the point where they cannot carry all
any further, and they are looking to this
Parliament to do something of a very
material character on their behalf during
the coming winter months.
Lastly I desire to expreS5 regret at
the abse~ce of the Premier. I sincerely
hope that the trip abroad ~ill gre8~1.y
benefit his health, and that hIS good wde
also may be benefited.
Mr. BOND (Port Fairy and Glenelg).
-In seconding t'he motion for the ado.ption of the Address-in-Reply, I wish to
express my appreciation of the programme of work submitted by the Government to Parliament to-day. I wish
to say how greatly I appreciate the work
performed by the <;i-overnment last s.ession as well as dUrIng the recess whIch
The programme prehas just ended.
sented by the Lieutenant-Governor i.ndicates that the problems ahead of Parliament will be very difficult indeed.
Those of last session were undoubtedly
difficult, but I believe that every member
of this House will agree that those before us will be even harder than those
with which ~e were called upon to
grapple last year.
That being so, I
hope that members generally will realize
t'he responsibility resting on eaoh and
I;tvery one of us, and that we shall all cooperate to the greatest extent poesible
with the Government in order that legislation urgently required for the benefit
of the community in this time of stress
may be placed on the statute-book without delay, anft prosperity bro~ght back
to ou;r people. As the honorable member for Oakleigh 'has stated, we have jn
our midst no fewer than 73,000 unemployed persons. Surely, when we recognize how tremendous is that figure. we
should be instilled with the determiD&tion to go forward and deal with the
That huge
problems oonfronting us.
figure of the total number of our unemployed represents a grave national
10ss-a loss which it is difficult to estimate, and which we cannot afford to
continue.
According to official statistics, it would
be safe to estimfi,te that the natjonal loss
Ses8ion 1932.-[2]
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represented by the large army of our
unemployed could be set down at
approxima.tely £14,000,000.
I think
the statistics will prove that during the
past few years the average production per
working man in this community has been
about £330. If we take into consideration a certain amount of inefficiency
which would have to be accounted for
among the unemployed, and also take i~to
consideration the fall in the pdce of commodities, it will hI;) a c()nservative eatimate to say that the a,verllge production is £200. That brings me to
the figure of £14,000,000 as the approximate loss in production due to unemploynwnt. If that is so, the fact
should make each one of us determine
that we shall devise ways and means in
an endeavour to relieve the distress in
the community, and to rehabilitate
the persons duown into the ranks of the
unemployed. I regard their rehabilitation as muoh more important even than
the question of relieving the distress
existing t.l,t the present time. Whe:u we
come to that point, I feel that before any
wOI'k of rehabil1.tatiou is undertaken, it
is absolutely essential that a ca.lm survey
should be made of the causes of unemployment and of the possible avenues of
rehabilitation.
At this stage I should like to place
before honOI'able members what I
consider to be the principal causes
of unemployment. Some of them are
beyond our control, but we have
control over others. We should immediately grapple with the circumstances over which we have oontrol. If
we make a survey of the conditions which
have existed since the beginning of the
Great War, or, in other words, if we
make a survey over approximately
eighteen years, we must be impressed by
two things, One thing is ,partioularly
noticeable-there has been a tremendous
increase in the purchasing power of the
people during that period. Perhaps I
should say the nominal purcha,sing power.
That increase has been occasioned hy
three factors, The first is the appreciation of the export values, whioh has been
brought about by alte:rations and fluctuations in currencies overseas; the seeoua,
thE' increase in the local cowmodity prices,
which hai been opcasiQ:p,ed by currency fluotu~tions iI\ Australia; and the
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third, the appreciation in the values
caused by the increased ,purchasing
power, which has been brought about by
the borrowing policy followed by the
whole of the Oommonwealth during the
past twenty years. These influences have
greatly increased the nominal purchasing power. Just to convey an idea of
the increase in the purchasing power, 1
should like to give a few figures dealing
In 1911, the
only with exports.
value of Victorian exports amounted to
£18,915,716, and in 1928 it had increased
to £31,728,558, although during that
period the volume of production had not
been materially increased. I was surprised when I surveyed the figures in regard to the volume of production. . 1
thought· that there must have been a considerable advance, but the statistics indicate that there has not been anything like
the increase in the volume that there has
been in the value of the commodities.
That fact will be instanced by a few
figures that I shall quote. In 1911, Victoria produced 101,803,644 lb. of wool;
in 1921, 90,250,571 lb.; and in 1928,
121,033,646 lb. The position is almost
similar in regard to butter. In 1911, this
State produced 86,500,474 lb. of butter;
in 1921, 64,938,458 lb.; and in 1928,
84,270,812 lb. Honorable members will
see from these figures that, though the
values had appreciated, the volume of
production was not materially increased.
What has been the result of the increased
purchasing power of the ,people? If we
make a still further survey, we shall find
that the increase in the purchasing power
led to increases in the manufacture of
various articles, and to immense prosperity in the secondary industries.
:Mr. CAIN.-And to increases in the
land values.
:Mr. BOND.-That is so. It also led
to an increase in the number of people
e,ngaged in professional and commercial occupations, and in social services.
There was practically no advance in
the number of persons engaged in
primary production. The survey brings
us to the point that the increased
purchasing power caused an increase in
the production of secondary industries.
Statistics bear out .that fact. According
to the Victorian Year-Boole for 1928-29,
the number of factories had increased tremendously. In 191'1, th'ere we're 4,873
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factories in this State; in 1921, 6,532;
and in 1928, 8,245. I do not wish to
weary honorable members with further
statistics, but if I cared to mention the
number of persons engaged in the factories it would correspond with the increase in the number of factories.
I
think 'we can reasonably come to the conclusion that this state of affairs has been
the effect of the increased purchasing
power of the people.
Mr. TouTcHER.-Of our people or of
those abroad?
Mr. BON·D.-I am dealing with the
Victorian situation, over which we have
control.
Mr. TouTcHER.-That is narrow.
Mr. BOND.-The honorable member
may take that view just now, and he may
not see the point ,to which I am leading.
At a later stage he may appreciate the
fact that· I have taken purely Victorian
figures. Subsequently, owing to further
violent fluctuations in currency and
cessation of borrowing, there was a colla pse in the purchasing power of the
people.
The result of this decrease
of income has been that the secondary
indulStries. which were built up hy
the increased purchasing power, have
been seriously affected. I venture to
say that if we made a survey of the
unemployed persons, we should find that
they largely came from the secondary
industries-from the professional and
commercial occupations, and also from
social services, such as the construction of roads, the erection of buildings,
and the like. I believe that that contention would be ·borne out if we could
make a survey of all the cases of unemployment. Perhaps a percentage of the
unemployed come from the rural industries, but I think it is very small compared with the number of those who had
been engaged in the secondary industries.
That being so, we come to this questionIs it likely that in the near future the
industries and services will be able to reabsorb those persons who have been found
unnecessary? If we ask ourselves that
question, we must certainly say there is
no reasonable possibility of those persons
being rehabilitated in the industries from
which ,they have come. We have, therefore, to endeavour, as far as we can, to
rehabilitate those people in some other
walks of life in which they may be suc-
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cessful. That task lies before this Parlia- .
ment. I do not say that it is not possible to rehabilitate a reasonable percentage of those people in the avocations
which they have left. Here I suggest is
a subject-matter for an early Premiers'
conference. The Government should cooperate with the Governments of the other
St.ates in bringing before the Prime MiniRter of Australia the necessity of giving
certain Australian industries adequate
protection to allow them to function.
If we take the Commonwealth Yea'/'Book of recent date and analyse the
overseas importations, we must be impressed by the fact that Australia is
importing a large number of commodities which we may reasonably expect
to see manufactured here, provided
the industries concerned are given the
necessary protection.
I instance the
tobacco industry, which has come into
such great public notice. I realize the
position of the Commonwealth Government. It desires to protect its financial
position. It wishes to obtain as much
Customs revenue as possible to enable it
to balance its Budget at the termination
of the financial year. No doubt, that fact
prompts the Conunonwealth Government
to keep its eye on the tariff, and, if possible, to reduce the tariff in certain directions, in order to build up the finances.
What is the use of this Parliament and
other State Parliaments wrestling with
the question of unemployment, raising
money through taxation, and proposing
to raise still more by means of loans
in order to rehabilitate the unemployed
if the Commonwealth Government is
going to undo what is being done by
the State Governments ~ A responsibility rests on the Premiers of the
States. From the reports which have
appeared in the press in regard to the
tobacco duties, I venture to say that
the Acting Premier will have no difficulty
in getting behind him the Premiers of the
other States in bringing pressure to bear
at the Premiers' Conference in regard to
this matter. In such circumstances, the
Commonwealth Governnlent will think
before it breaks down a tariff wall and
throws persons out of employment when
the States are striving to rehabilitate
them ..
I suggest that a survey of possible
suitable industries should be made in this
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connexion. I have mentioned the tobacco
industry, but there is also the manufacture of paper. I feel that Victoria haS'
reasonable opportunities with respect to
the development of pine forests, the manufacture of pulp, and the ultimate manufacture of paper.
According to the
Commonwoalth Year-Boole of 1930,
Australia imported about £3,000,000
of paper from overseas.
I sincerely
feel that there is a wide field in
Victoria and in Australia in which we
can develop industries, and in which
we can rehabilitate a percentage o.f
those who are unemployed through the
failure of certain secondary industries.
We must also look to our primary industries for the rehabilitation of a further
percentage of the unemployed. I am very
pleased to note that the Government has
definitely decided to launch out on a
policy of land settlement for the rehabilitation of a section of the unemployed.
Some persons may question the wisdom of
putting unemployed men on the land, but
I venture to say that there are many men,
now in the ranks of the unemployed, who,
if given a chance, would have reasonable.
prospects of success as land settlers. The
honorable member for Oakleigh mentioned that only two of the settlers who
have already been placed on the land
under the Government scheme within the
past twelve months have left fine blocks.
Mr. PRl<JNDERGAsT.-A very fine record.
Mr. BOND.-It is; and it should e11courage the Government to go on with
its policy of land settlement. I regard it
as absolutely essential that we should
confine ourselves to areas where there is
an assured rainfall. It is much more
costly to establish settlement in dry areas.
In wet areas, the blocks are smaller, and
the improvements are less. If a survey
were made of our Crown lands, we should
in all probability find that 200,000 acres
were suitable for settlement of this kind.
I understand that the cost of placing a
settler on the land is approximately £200.
I was rather surprised when I learned
that it could be done at that figure. The
~omes of the settlers cost, roughly speakmg, £100 each. They are not elabor'ate
houses, but they suffice to shelter the
settlers and afford reasonable comfort.
Many of the unemployed would be only
too grateful if they were accommodated
in such homes. The expenditure of £100
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on each settler's house would, if we embarked on a large scheme of settlement,
give employment to very many men in the
building trades. By setting aside a large
sum of money for land settlement, we
should not only add to productivity, but
should open up many avenues of employment. Whatever sum of money may be
raised by taxation and loan for the relief
of unemployment, I hope that the Government will earmark a substantial sum
for land settlement. Statistics indicate
that every person engaged in actual primary production is supporting, approximately, four other perSOIlS. 1f we were
to settle 0,000 persons on the land, we
should have probably from 4,000 to 5,000
persons actually working on the blocks,
as many of the settlers would find work
for then sons, who are now registered as
unemployed. If it is correct that one
primary producer supports four other persons in other walks of life, the settlement
of 5,000 persons would mean the finding
of employment for, 20,000 persons. By
pursuing the land settlement scheme, we
may, therefore, hope that in the very near
futUre the army of unemployed will be
considerably reduced. I hope that we
shall be able to develop a scheme of land
settlement which will have the effect of
absorbing quite a large number of our
unemployed.
Quite a number of other matters of importance are mentioned in His Excellency's Speech. I shall refer briefly to
the Railway Department. The position
of the railways is causing great concern
to the public. I feel there is just reason
for that. It gives me great concern, because I realize that the unsatisfactory
position of the railways is the cause of
the alienation of a great deal of support
that they should receive. We have in our
midst a growing public opinion that the
railways no longer serve a useful purpose,
and should give way to motor transport.
It is amazing, when one travels about the
country, to hear that opinion expressed
by people in various walks of life. I fe,el
that the people who hold that view have
not made a proper study of the position.
They have taken the propaganda against
the railways at its face value. Public
'opinion, as directed against the railways,
is divided between two classes of critics.
One section believes in motor transport;
the other is in favour of handing over the
:railway system to the control of private
Mr. Bond.
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enterprise. The contention of each section is, in my opinion, based On wrong
information. Truly, the railways are in
an unsatisfactory condition. But that
does not necessarily mean that the system
is wrong. It may rather be the administration that is at fault. Parliament-this
,Parliament and past Parliaments-is responsible for the administration. Hence,
we as a Parliament must accept responsibility for the serious drift in our railway finances. The cost of the railways
to the State has been, approximately,
£70,000,000. Included in that amount
is the cost of railways that are no longer
in use. I have them in my own district.
Dead railway assets are to be found all
over the State. In the outer circle of
the metropolitan area, assets that were
built up in the past have disappeared. In
an ordinary business, charges of this kind
would have been written off years ago as
dead capital. Unfortunately, that was
not done during the years of railways
prosperity, when the people might reasonably have expected that it would be done.
The people were not asked to contribute
through higher fares and freights the
amount necessary to provide a sinking
fund. Oonsequently, we are saddled with a
load of debt. We have now to face the
position fairly and squarely, and to realize
that the dead assets must be written off.
How many successful business men in
:M:elbourne have at some time or other experienced adversity? Their assets have
diminished in value, and been written
down. In this way, they have overcome
difficulties and made a success of their
enterprises. Similar action should have
been taken in the interests of our railway
system when times were prosperous. It
was not done, and we shall have to do it
now, or public opinion will become adverse to the railways, and eventually they
will be either scrapped or handed over to
private enterprise. That would be a
calamity. The only effect could be to reduce production in outlying parts of the
State. Private enterprise would conduct
the railways for profit instead of running
them in the int.erests of the people generally. I venture to say that if our railways were under private enterprise for
five years, there would be a demand from
the public that they should be restored to
Government control, in order that they
should be run for service and not necessarily for profit. Oertain re-adjustments
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have been made in the administration of
t.he railways, and the result has been a
big reduction of working expenses. In
1930, the working expenses of our railways totalled £7,770,341. In 1931, the
working expenses were reduced to
£6,263,544. In other words, there was a
reduction over that period of £1,506,797.
Mr'. McDoNALD.-There is a differerlce
in the revenue.
Mr. BOND.-I fully realize that. At
the same time, we must be fair when dealing with retrenchment proposals in the
Hailways Service.
Mr. TouTcHER.-Has the Departmellt
11ad the benefit of the reduced interest?
~fr. BOND.-Up to the present time,
no; but it is something to look forward
ro. Further, in analysing the railway
position, we find that inter'est and exchange accounted last year for no less a
sum than £4,081,000. The interest represents 44 per cent. of gross railway
revenue. It represents 65 per cent. of the
actual working expenses. What buslness
undertaking could hope to carry a load
such as that? The big interest hill has
been occasioned by the fact that dead
assets were not written off in past years.
We must rehabilitate our railways. They
must be placed in such a position as to
enable them to compete with other forms
of transport. Certain persons are urging
a still deeper cut in expenditure. They
say that the Service can stand further retrenchment. To retrench further in the
matter of working expenses would mean
a serious reduction of the Service, and
that would be reflected in lesser production in our rural districts. I do not think
that any honorable member of this House
would ask for a further reduction of the
wages of men engaged in the conduct of
our transport system. If there is any
branch of the Government Service that
has been severely handled in the matter of
retrenchment, it is the Railways Service.
We cannot expect to make our railways pay by further reducing rail,vay services, or by further cutting down
the rates of pay to men engaged
in the working of the railways.
There may be room, perhaps, for certain
!etrenchments in the overhead expenses.
I feel that for ,gome time there has been
an army of officials brought into the
Railways Service to undertake supervisory
work, and that at the present time the
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salaries and expenses of these men are a
considerable drain on the finances of the
Department.
I suggest tIDat supervision
should be reduced to a minimum. I feel
that if a man has the responsibility of
carrying out a certain class of work, and
is not doing it efficiently, 1Jhe Department
should charge him with inefficiency, and if
the charge is proved, dismiss him.
If
that were done, there would be no need for
the large army of inspectors engaged in tho
Department at the present time. In my
opinion, the question of writing off a material portion of 1Jhe capital invested in the
railway system will have to be faced, because the Department cannot be expected
to meet interest on dead assets. I recognize that writing off in itself will not solvfl
the problem. The railways are faced
with the competition of road transport,
and repeating sentiments that I have expressed in this Chamber, I say that the
people of Victoria cannot afford to duplicate their transport system. What member of this House, employing one system
of conveyance in his private busines8,
would duplicate it, and have two systems
running side by side? The competition
of rail and road transport systems represents a national loss which should not be
allowed to continue. I am not antagonistic to motor transport, because I consider there is room for it in this State,
but there is not room for it running
parallel with the railways.
It is high
tim.e that legislation was brought down for
the co-ordination of transport systems. In
certain districts, good use can be made of
'motor transport, and it should be confined
to those districts, and not be permitted to
enter into competition with main trunk
railway lines as it is doing now.
The
State has constructed roads wlhich are
being seriously damaged by heavy motor
traffic. The Country Roads Board is
called upon to repair those roads with
public funds. Some people claim that the
registration fees paid by the owners of
motor vehicles are sufficient to cover the
damage done. In my opinion, they are
not sufficient, and the competition is unfair.
I desire to place before the House a few
facts showing the advantages of the rni1way system to tJhe people living in the
coun try districts. Many persons are prone
to regard the question of railway versus
motor transport on its face value, and not
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probe it. I think that that is not a fair
attitude to adopt. The rail freight rate at
which firewood is carried over a distance
of 200 miles is 13s. 2d. per ton. Over the
same distance, artificial manures are carried at the rate of 8s. 3d. per ton,
potatoes 13s. 7d. per ton, wool £1 16s. 3d.
per ton, timber 18s. 5d. per ton, and galvanized iron £4 17 s. 3d. per ton. If one
works out these rates on the rate per ton
per mile basis, it will be found that fire·
wood is carried for .79d. per ton per mile.
Getting down to cold facts, we see that a
ton of firewood is carried a mile for !d.
T·he rate per ton per mile for artificial
manure works out at .5d. The rate for
grain is .8d., and for wool 2.1d. per ton per
mile. It does perhaps seem unfair that
the man producing wool should have t(\
pay £1 16s. 3d. per ton over a journey of
200 miles, when the man producing potatoes pays only 13s. 7d. per ton. On t,he
face of jt, it appears as if the wool producer is penalized. If one works out the
relation of the freight rate to the value of
the commodity carried, one will find that
both producers pay the same rate. Allow··
jng £5 per ton for the value of potatoes,
the freight works out at 13 per cent. of
the value of the commodity, and if tht
value of wool is taken at Is. 6d. per lb.,
an amount equal to 13 per cent. is paid
for freigfut.
Sir STANLEY l\RGYLE.-Then what
freig;ht would you suggest for the carriage
of gold?
Mr. BOND.-I venture to say that the
Railway Department is rendering the
same service to tlhe man who sends his wool
by rail as it is to the man who sends his
. potatoes by rail. If the railways carry
£100 worth of potatoes, 13 per cent. of
that amount is charged fo1' freight, and
if they carry £100 worth of wool, the
same percentage is charged for freight.
Mr. aLD.-Your basis as to the value
of wool is wrong; Is. 6d. per lb. does not
represent the value.
Mr. BOND.-The average price ohtained must be taken for the purpose of
comparison, and the honorable member,
w.ho knows something about wool, will
find that my figure a~, an average
is correct.
I based the value of
potatoes on an average of £5 per
ton, but potatoes are often sold for
£2 or £2 lOs. per ton. I venture to state
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that the values on which I have based my
comparison are reasonable, and that the
man engaged in wool production and the
one engaged in potato production pay
equally for the services rendered to them
by the Department.
Mr. EVERARD.-Is any wool sent by
water from Port Fairy to Melbourne?
Mr. BOND.-Tihere is ,some wool sent
from Port It'airy and Portland by boat.
Mr. EVERARD.-Because the rail freight
is exorbitant.
Mr. CAIN.-But the boats do not take
artificial manure back to those ports.
Mr. BOND.-I consider that it is not
fair to select the freight (}harge on a particular commodity, and condemn the railways because of that charge. We should
take the whole of the freight rates, and
analyse them, and I think then that it
will be agreed that the policy on which
the freight rate system is based is sound,
and has resulted in a considerable increase
in production. In my opInIOn, few
people appreciate the advantages confelTed by the railway system.
The Department's policy in respect of freight
)'ates has enabled motor transport to enter
into competition with the railways, and
obtain the cream of the freight offering.
I consider that whilst a developmental
policy in freight charges is being pursued
by the Railway Department, it is entitled
to fair protection, and until that protection is given, the railway system will not
pay. If that protection is not given, and
the railways are expected to pay, the only
way in which the Department could make
them pay, in my opinion, would be to increase the low freight rates and lower the
higher rates. Wha t would be the result
of that change? Thousands of acres nOw
under production in the outlying parts of
the State would go out of production. I
do not think that any member of this
House would support a change of policy
that would have that effect. In my
opinion, Parliament must rise to the occasion, and protect the railways. I am not
antagonistic to motor transport, but I
say that we have developed a railway
system which is capable of giving service
to the community in this State. It is
worthy of protection, and we cannot
afford to develop another system of transport which will come into competition
with our railways. I hope that early in
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this session legislation providing for the
co-ordination of our rail and motor trans:.
port will be brought down, and become
operative, so that the present ill-feeling
which exists between the two sections of
transport will be swept aside. It is quite
a disturbing element in rural districts today, when the people see that they can
get, say, their wool to Melbourne cheaper
by motor transport. That necessarily
makes the people discontented with our
railway system. The result is that many
persons are patronizing the motors for
both goods and passenger transport,
simply because they have developed a dislike for our railway system. I admit
quite candidly that over the past twelve
months the Railways Commissioners have
done certain things which naturally have
antagonized persons who were users of
railways. I do not stand for those things,
and, personally, I think that that policy
was unwise. It has further antagonized
those people who were not using the railways.
Mr. HOLLAND.-Do you not think that
some concession should be made to country industries ~
Mr. BOND.-I think that that is qUIte
a reasonable suggestion, and I feel that
any person who is carrying on a
secondary industry in a rural district
should get some concession that would enable him to place his produce at the centre
of distribution at some reasonable cost. I
do not say that our freight-rate system is
absolutely perfect. I think that the time
has come for a revision of that system.
We have had, over the past few years1 a
great depression in the value of commodities, and I think that it is only reasonable that we should expect some similar
reduction in freight rates. At the same
time, although standing for that, I do not
stand for' any violent alteration in the
present policy of rail freights in this
State, which I feel has led to the development of the outlying parts of this State.
There is one other matter which I
should like to touch upon before I conclude. It is the question of closer settlement. I do not wish to go into the matter
fully. There is, at the present t.ime, a
proposal that soldier settlement should be
placed on a sound basis. I feel that
whilst the question of soldier settlement
is being investigated, Parliament cannot
logically exclude from any legislation
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dealing with soldier settlement the
problem of civilian settlement. I am of
the opinion that these two sections of land
settlement are so closely allied, that it
would be absolutely unwise to enact legislation which dealt with only one section.
We have had a good deal of closer settlement, even since soldier settlement was
terminated. I feel quite sincerely that if
soldier settlers who were settled during
the period of, say, from 1917 to about
1922 and 1923, are in difficulties, then
civilian settlers who were settled during
the same period must be in a similar position, particularly when we appreciate the
fact that the men who were settled under
the provisions of the Discharge"d Soldiers
Settlement Act have more liberal conditions than those who were settled under
the Closer Settlement Acts. I feel that if
this Parliament is to be asked to consider
legislation relating to land settlement, it
should be a comprehensive measure which
will deal not only with soldier settlement,
but also civilian settlement.
I should like to stress a further point.
Previous Governments have given certain
concessions to OUr settlers, and fairly substantial amounts have been written off
their liabilities on account of adverse circumstances. While I agree that something
of that nature was necessary, I disagree
with the manner in which it was actually
carried out. What did we find ~ We
found that where a settler was heavily in
arrear, he had perhaps a considerable
writing off of his liabilities. There was
another settler who, perhaps was not
heavily in arrear, and he recei~ed a writing off of little Or nothing at all. When
we analyse the position of those two
settlers, the man who had little or nothing"
written off had quite a just grievance. In
one case, the man had perhaps exerted
himself to the maximum. He may also
have put his private capital into his block.
He may also have had the assistance of
his wife and the older members of his
family, who worked for nothing more than
their keep. By his sacrifice, the sacrifice
of his capital, and that of his family, he
was able to keep his account with the
Closer Settlement Board in a reasonably
satisfactory position. The other man,
who, perhaps, was not 80 efficient, or
who, perhaps, had not been so work-sharp,
or, may be, so proficient in the working of
his block, may have dropped in arrear,
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and have received a considerable writing
off. Is it any wonder that settlers who
have maintained their accounts on a
reasonable basis are dissatisfied ~ In my
opinion, they have every reason to complain. I think that if an analysis were
made of the records of the Closer Settlement Board, we should find that there
are many instances of men having kept
their accounts practically up to date up
to the time of that writing off. Subsequent to that writing off, those men became disheartened. They felt that it was
no advantage to them to struggle and to
keep their payments up to date. They
became discontented with tJhe whole proposition, and quite a number have since
drifted into arrear. I venture to say that
the records of the Closer Settlemen t Board
will heal' out that contention. I stredS
the point that those persons whom I have
mentioned, and who, perhaps, may be
termed the successful settlers, must be
fully considered in any scheme of soldier
settlement re-adjustment. While the m~n
who was in arrear must necessarily have
some liberal treatment, the man who has
kept his account up to date by self sacrifice and the sacrifice of his family,
is due for the same consideration as
the man wlho has fallen into arrear.
Any legislation would be unreasonable if it did not provide for that
man who has been prosperous, if it does
Dot give him some concession so that the
members of his family who are working
and assisting him will be able to get some
remuneration for their work. The man
who has exerted 100 per cent. of his
energy to keep his account in a good
position should be able to relax to a certain extent. If a man over the past ten
or twelve years has worked himself, so
to speak, to death to keep his account
up to date, are we justified in saying to
him, in effect, "You have slaved over
the past ten years, and you have kept
your account up to date. You can go on
and work the same in the future"? As
I have said, legislation which had that
effect would be unreasonable. I will not
support any legislation for the re-adjustment of soldier settlement unless it providea adequate consideration for the men
\\'hom I have described.
Before concluding my remarks, I desire to direct attention to one matter
which is not included in the scope of His
Mr. Rond.
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Excellency's Speech.
I refer to the
necessity fO'r a Bill to provide fOol' an
amendment of the proprietary company
law. Outside of the emergency legislation, I consider that there is no subject
more urgently requiring attention than
that relating to the prumotion of proprietary companies. There have been instances in the past few year of armies of
unscrupulous company promoters touring
the State, inducing people to mvest in
c.oncerns that have never had 1 per cent.
chanCe of success.
Tlhese promoters,
however, have placed their proposals before the public in so attractive a form
that many hav~ been induced to invest
their capital, only to find in a. few
months that the promoters were absolutely unreliable, and that many of them
should have been out at Coburg. I realize that legislation of the character I
havt:: in mind might be contentious.
Whilst we might all appreciate the necessity fo.r an amending measure, we might
differ as to the form it should take.
Naturally, it ie scarcely possible that
legislatio.n of this character could be
undertaken this session.
Mr. SLATER.-Move for a Select Committee.
Mr. BOND.-I was going to suggest
that the Government should appoint a
Select Committee to inquire into the
whole question of company promotion, so
that next session this Parliament could
pass legislatio.n which would haye the
effect of reducing to a minimum tht::
numbers of cases of fraudulent company
promotions.
I join with the honorable member for
Oakleigh in mg>ressing t·he sincere hope
that the Prenuer and Mrs. Hogan will
both be greatly benefited by their trip
abroad.
I trust that the Premier will
be spared to return to this State to take
up again the duties which he has undertaken so courageously in the last few
years.
On the motion of Sir STANLEY
ARGYLE (Toorak), the debate was adjourned until Tuesday, April 12.
ADJOURNMENT.
Mr. CAIN (Minister of Railways).I moveTha.t the House, at ':its risin.g,
until TueRday next at 4 p.m.

adjourn

The motion was agreed to.
The House adjourned at 6.24 p.m.,
until Tuesday, April 12.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Tuesday, April 12, 1932.

The SPEAKER (Sir Alexander Peacock)
took the chair at 4.36 p.m., and read the
prayer.
ILLNESS OF THE CLERK.
SPEAKER (Sir Alexander Peacock).-I regret to have to announce that
the Clerk (Mr. W. R. Alexander) is unable, through illness, to attend. I will
ask the Acting Premier to submit the
motion that has become necessary.

Acting on medical advice, he is now resting, but expects to be back in his place
next Tuesday. Th~ serious attack of
gastritis from which he has been suffering is abating. I feel that I echo the
sentiment of every honorable member
when I say how very much we miss him.
He has the sympathy of all of us.
The motion was agreed to.
RAILWA.Y DEP.A.RTMENT.

~he

Mr. TUNNECLIFFE
mier).-I move-

(Acting

Pre-

Th~t the Clerk-Assistant do perform the
duties of the Clerk of the Assembly during
his a.bsence, and do talte hili! chair at .the
ta.ble.

I desire to express my very sincere regret-and I feel that I am voicing the
sentiments of all honorable members-at
the enforced absence of the Clerk, and
I trust, as we all do, that he will soon
be restored to health.
The SPEAKER (Sir Alexander Peacock).-Before putting the motion, I may
mention that the Clerk was very unwell
when Parliament re-assembled last week.
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Railway

RATIONING

OF'

EMPLOYEES.

Mr. HOLLAND (Flemington)
the Minister of Railways-

asked

To what extent the rationing of permanent
employees in the Way and Works, Chief
Mechanical Engineer's, and Electrical Engineering Branches of the Railway Department has
been adopted, specifying- (a) salaried staff ;
(b) professional officers' staff; (c) workshops;
(d) outside staff, i.e., permanent-way employees, &c.; and (e) other employees not
covered by ( a ), ( b ), ( c), and ( d) ?

Mr. CAIN (Minister of Railways).The answer isRationing is applied only in grades in which
there is a surplus of st'atf, and the incidence
of rationing within a particular grade varies
from time to time according to the volume of
work and the number of surplus in relation to
the total staff in the grade, and also according to location. Broadly, the present maximum extent of rationing of permanent officers
and employees in the Way and Works, Chief
Mechanical Engineer's, and the Electrical
Engineering Branches is as follows:-

PRESENT MAXIMUM EXTENT OF RATIONING.

Way and Works
Branch.

-

Married.

Staff (exclucIing
fessional Officers)

(a) Salaried

Pro-

..

Sin~le.

1 in 6

..
..

1 in 13
I in 8

(d) Outside St.aff, i.e., Permanent \\'ay

I in 6
1 in 16

1 in 5
I in 6
to
Iin4
Iin4

to

to

Iin6

1 in 6

(b) Professiona.l Officers' Staff
(c) Workshops

..

..

Employees, &c.
(e) Other Employees'" not covered by
(a), (b), (c), a,nd (d)

to

..

..

G'hlef Mechanical
Engineer's Branch.
MIlrI'led.

Single.

..

1 in 12

I in 241
1 in 30

Iin8
Iin6
1 in 15
to
1 in 3

to
Iin7

..

to

..

Electrical Engineering
Branch.
Married.

..

Iin6

1 in II

..

Iin6
Iin5

1 in 20

1 in i

to
1 in 11

1 in 28
1 in 11

1 in 12
to
1 in 4

*

*

to

Single.

..

..
-

• Engincmen are not included in the above statement because they are not subject to any definite scheme of
rationing. Numbers of permanent enginemen are, however, working less than full time, the los8 of time so Involved
being at present equivalent to a rationing rate of from 1 in 100 to 1 in 28, according to location.
Se.~sion

]932.--[3]

26

Unemployment Relief.

[ASSEMBLY.]

PARLIAMENT AND OLD
TREASURY BUILDINGS.
REPAIR·WORK.

Mr. LINTON (Boroondara.) asked
Mr. Webber (Honorary Minister) for the
Minister of Public W orks-

Financial Emergency Act.

the list of recipients of the miners' phthisis
allowance?

Mr. TUNNECLIFFE (Acting Premier).
-The information required by the honorable member has been laid on the table of
the Library.

1. 'Who supervised the recent repair work
FINANCIAL EMERGENCY ACT.
carried out on the steps in front of Parliament
buildings?
' REDUCTION OF SALARIES AND PENSIONS.
2. What was the cost of the work?
Sir STANLEY ARGYLE (Tooralc).-3. If he is aware that the filling placed ill
the interstices has frittered away with the I understand that the Premiers' Conweather, and in some places has entirely dis- ference will take place to-morrow, and
a,ppeared?
that the Actjng Premier will attend it on
4. Who supervised the repairing and refacing behalf of th~s House. Before the Conof the stone work on the Old Treasury buildference meets, I want to ask the Acting
ings?

Mr. WEBBER (Honorary Minister) .-The answers are1. This work was ('arried out bv contract in
1929 under supervision and direction of the
former chief architect, Public Works Department.
2. The cost was £442, paid from funds provided by the Commonwealth.
3. The Acting Chief Architect reports that
the "movement" of the steps and landings,
resulting in the filling being displaced, is due
to vibration caused by heavy road traffic ill
the vicinity of the building, and not to weather
conditions, inferior material, or faulty workmanship; the fact that there is an opeii tunnel
or corridor under the steps being also a contributing factor.
4. This work was carried out under immediate supervision of a foreman uuder direction of the district architect.

UNEMPLOYMENT REI.JIEF.
EXPENDITURE IN

ELECTORATES.

Mr. ANGUS ((/'lmbowel') asked Mr.
Webber (IIonorary Minister) for the
Minister in charge of sustenanceWhat amount ,has been expended by the Government in unemployment relief-(a) on
works; (b) on sustenance; and (c) ill any
other way in each of the electorates of tl{e
State for the period 1st January, 1932, to 31st
March, 1932?

Mr. WEBBER (Honorary Miuister).The information requested by the honorable member is being prepared, and will
be supplied as soon as possible.
MINERS' PHTHISIS.
WITHDRAWAL OF ALLOWANCES.

Mr. FROST (Maryborough and Daylesford) asked the Acting PremierIf he will lay on the table of the Library
the names of the twenty-nine men in the
M'aryborough district who have been struck off

Premier if he will he good enough to indicate to this IIouse what is the policy of
the Government with respect to the reenactment of Parts I. and II. of the
Financial Emergency Act.
Honorable
members are aware that the Act, passed
last session, consisted of various parts.
Part I. dealt with the salaries of members of the Public Service and of members of Parliament and others, and Part
II. dealt with pensions. The Act provides that Parts I. and II. should be enacted for only twelve months; they will
expire, therefore, on the 1st of July next.
The other parts of the measure were enacted to cover a period of three years. I
think this House is entitled to know what
is the policy of the Government with
respect to the re-enactment of Parts I.
and II. This matter is of extreme importance to the Premiers' plan, to the
balallcjllg of budgets, and, generally, to
the welfare and honour of this State.
There have been all sorts of things appearing in the press concerning what will
happen to various members of this Parliament should they endeavour in any way
to continue the Premiers' plan, or to in1
crease the scope of its provisions.
think that this House, before its representative, in the person of the Acting
Premier, attends the Premiers' Conference, is entitled to know what is the
policy of the Government, and I ask here
and now that the . .t\..cting Premier will be
good enough to indicate forthwith the
policy of the Government with regard to
the matter. I do not want to labour or
elaborate the position, but it is vital. I,
personally, will not be content to allow
the representative of this Parliament and
of the people of Victoria-on whose be-
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half I am speaking-to attend the Conference without a statement of policy
having been made. I know that the will
of the people is that they should know
what is the policy of the Government with
respect to what already has ·been decided
on. Of course, one does not wish to bind
the Government or the Acting Premier
respecting any future policy that may be
Elvolved; but with regard to this essential
portion of the Premiers' plan, which envisaged the balancing of the budgets of
the Governments of Australia within a
period of about three years, we are entitled to know whether the vital parts
of the Financial Emergency Act that I
haye mentioned arc to be re-enacted or
not. We have now arrived at the middle
of Aprjl. The Act will expire on the 1st
of July next. What is the policy of the
Government?
I must also say that I expect-and I
do not know that I am unreasonable in
that expectation-tha.t the Acting Premier will be able to answer my question;
because, of course, he could not possibly
attend the Premiers' Oonference without
the Oabinet having dealt with the matter
at issue and decided what should be its
policy. I do not want an answer tha.t
the Acting Premier will be guided by
what may be said at the Premiers' Oonference. I think that the House, and the
people of Victoria, are entitled to know
what the Government proposes respecting
the essential parts of the Premiers' plan
to which I have alluded. It will be no
use waiting for an answer until after the
Premiers' Oonference has met. What is
the policy that the Government proposes
to adopt when its representatives attend
the Conference to-morrow? I am sorry
that the time is short. That is not my
fault. This Parliament has only just
met.
Mr. OAIN.-Would you like to know
(,ur policy on unemployment, too?
Sh·
STANLEY ARGYLE.-Yes;
I should very much like to know it.
Mr. SLATER.-It is the more important
matter of the two.
Sir STANLEY ARGYLE.-It is important also; but it is not waiting on the
Conference to-morrow to the same extent.
Mr. SLATER.-It is the very reason for
which the Conference was called.
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Sir STANLEY ARGYLE.-The Conference is going to be held partly to consider that subject.
Mr. SLATER.-Expressly for that purpose.
Sir STANLEY ARGYLE.-Do Ministers want me to understand that the
Premiers' Conference has been called expressly for that purpose? There should
not be any difficulty whatever in answering my question. Quite apart from the
shortness of the time remaining at our
disposal, this Parliament is entitled to
know the policy of the Government before it proceeds with any other measures
whatsoever.
I ask for an answer.
:Mr. JACKSON.-YOU want the Government to anticipate the decision of the
Premiers' Oonference.
~ir STANLEY ARGYLE.-I want
nothing of the kind. I want to know
what the decision of this Government is.
It may not be able to enforce its will on
the Oonference. That is another matter.
I think this Parliament is entitled to
know what is the policy of the Government, and, because time is so short, I
have to ask for an answer now.
Mr. TUNNECLIFFE (Acting Premier).-I am not at all surprised that the
Leader of the Opposition should have
rushed in with a view to getting an expression of opinion from me, as the acting head of the Government, ]n rcg~nd to
the attitude which we propose to adopt
in respect of the re-enact.ment of the Premiers' plan. I would remind him that
the House has met this year about three
months earlier than it is usual £.)1' it to
meet, and that under ordinary circumstances there would have been no opportunity for him VI' any other hO!lOrable
member to prefer the request which he
has preferred this afternoon in regard
to the poliey of the Government. It is
still three months-nearly four monthsbefore the end of the financial year.
Sir STANLEY ARGYLE.-Two and a half
months.
Mr. TUNNEOLIFFE.-The honorable member is right. His arithmetic is
better than his oratory.
Mr. TouTcHER.-I think you would
find the press acting instead of Parliament if the House were ill recess.
Mr. TUNNECLIFFE.-We are not in
the habit of taking notice of the pres~
as the honorable member is. However, I
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do not want to be diverted from my argument.
The honorable member was
courteous enough to permit the Leader
of the Opposition to state his case without interjection, and I ask him kind~y
to allow me the same privilege. I
would remind the Leader of the Opposition that the House would not haye met
under ordinary circumstances until about
the first or second week of July, and
cOJlsequently there would have been no
opportunity for him to prefer the n~quest
he has preferred to-day. Furthr:!l' than
that, under ordinary circumsblllCes, the
iiltallcial position is usually not doclarfHl
for the consideration of honorable memhers until about the end of Sept8mbc!.·, or
even as late as the end of October. If
this Government is asked by the Leader
of the Opposition to make a statement today in regard to its financial intentions
in the future, before we have had time to
examine the position, and while the Premiers' Oonference and the A.ustralian
J .oan Oouncil are still sitting, vvith a view
to investigating the whole position, reporting thereon, and making recommendations to the various State GuverLlments, I think he is asking for 30mothing
which he has no right to eXp8ct. 1\ S U
mutter of fact, the Premiers' Confm'(~l1ce
has not been convened to deal with tLe
Premiers' .plan at all, and, as far as J
know, that question will not come up for
diseussion before it. The Premiers' Oonfel'ClICe has been convened spccifica-Uy at
the instigation of the Leader of the Opposition in the House of Representatives,
in 'which Ohamber he delivered a very
telling speech, which immediately had its
repercllssion on the Prime ~1:inister, and
inspired him to call a conference in the
middle of April, with a view to discussing
the very vital question of ullemp]oynv~I't
and emleavoul'ing to discover a solui"i011
thrl'f'for. That is the quest.ioll which dur~
ing the next few days-perha.ps longcrwill occupy the almost undivided attCJltion of every man who has the jntcrests
of this community at heart, and I am
not anticipating that the question of the
Premiers' plan will come up for discussion at the Oonference. At t.he same time.
I should like to remind the Leader of
the Opposition that this Government has
nothing to be ashamed of in regard to its
attitude upon that question. It was at
the instigation of the Victorian GovernMr. Tunnecliffe.
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ment, under the leadership of Mr. Hogan,
that that measure was brought to fruition
in this State, and the record of this State
in regard to the application of the Premiers' plan compares very favorably with
that of any other State or of the Commonwealth itself. Our past record is au
excellent one. Our withers are entirely
unwrung in regard to any criticism which
may be advanced in that respect, and we
are not at the present time gambling in
futures. The Leader of the Opposition
may be of a speculative turn of mind.
He may want to gamble about the future
prospects of this Government, and of the
Government of which he may hope to be
the head, but a t the presen t time we are
!lot gambling. However, I can assure
honorable members, in all seriousness,
that when the time comes and the occasion is fitting they will be taken entirely
into the confidence of the Government.
This problem is far too serious to treat
lightly. The financial position of the
State cannot be played with at all, and
will have to be dealt with seriously and
earne~tly, not with a desire to obtain a
little political kudos, as some honorable
members may think, but with a desire to
bring ahout such a balancing of our financial affairs that the future of the State
'will be assllred. I .promise the Leader of
the Opposition that there will be no desire on the part of the Government to
shirk this issue when a fitting occasion
arises, but the present-two and a half
months before the end of the financial
year, and six or seven months before th(,
ordinary time for introducing financial
measures for consideration-is neither the
time nOr the occasion for making such an
answer as the honorable member requires.
EI. . EOTIONS AND
QUALIFICATIONS 001LMITTEE.
The SPEAKER (Sir Alexander Peacock) laid on the table his warrant appointing Mr. Allnutt, Mr. Angus, Brigadier' Bourchier, Mr. Hol1and, ~Ir.
M.cKenzie, Mr. Menzies, and Mr.
Wallace as the Committee of Elections
and Qualifications.
UNEMPLOYED OOCUPIERS BILL.
Mr. SLATER (Attorney-General) presented a message from His Excellency the
Lieutenant-Governor recommending that
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all appropriation be made from the Con- insurance with respect to motor cars and
solidated Revenue for the purposes of a for other purposes."
Bill "to ameud Part I. of the U nemThe message was ordered to be taken
ployed Occupiers and Farmers Relief into consideration next day.
Act 1931."
A resolution in accordance with the
LIEUTENANT-GOVEHNOR'S
recommendation was passed in ComSPEECH.
mittee, and adopted by the House.
ADDRESS-IN-REPLy-WANT OF CONlfIDENCE
On the motion of :Mr. SLATER (AtIN MINISTERS.
torney-General), the Bill was brought
in, and read the first time.
The debate (adjoul'l1ed from April 6)
()ll Mr. Heid's motion for the adoption
HAWTHORN-BiUDGE BILL.
of an Address-in-Reply to the LieutenantMr. WEBBER (Honorary Minister) Governor's Speech was resumed.
presented a message from His Excellency
Sir STANLEY ARGYLE (Tooralc).-,
the Lieutenant-Governor recommending
For
a number of years I have listened
that an appropriation be made from the
Oonsolidatecl Hevellue for the purposes to debates on the Address-in-Heply, but 1
of a Bill" relating to the reconstruction of do not remember a Governor's Speech
the bridge across the HiveI' Yarra Y ana quite like that before us-it is extremely
at or near Bridge-road, Richmond, and lengthy, but it contains nothing of imto the maintenance of the said bridge portance. The Speech begins with some
pious hopes and ends with a wail of
and for other purposes."
The second paragraph informs
despair.
TIle message was oroered to be takelJ
us that the State is in serious difficulinto ('onsideratioll next day.
ties-I am afraid we all know that fact-and
that the Government hopes that they
MARKETING OF PRIMAHY
will be overcome. Ho\vever, the GovernPRODUOTS BILL.
ment does not suggest how the difficulMr. SLATER (Attorney-General) pre- ties are to be overcome, except by the
sented a message from His Excellency various proposals that are set forth in the
'the Lieutenant-Governor recommending Speech, most of which are of an unimthat Ull a,ppropriation be made from the portant character. A great deal of this
Consolidated Revenue for the purposes precious document is ancient history,
of a Bill "to provide for Boards for the some of which is padding. It statesrna rketing of certain c1 asses of prodllcts
The season has opened favorably, good rains
and for other purposes."
having fallen in the early autumn. Ample
The message was ordered to be taken supplies of natural feed for Rtock are assured
during the winter months.
illto considel'ati011 next day.
That is an interesting ,piece of information, but most people were fully aware of
POJ.JICE REGULATION BILL.
I do not know whether
Mr. TUNNECLIFFE (Acting Premier) it beforehand.
presented a message from His Excellency the Government means that we are to
the Lieutenan t-Governor recommending give it credit for the conditions.
Mr. FRosT.-Oertainly.
that an appropriation be made from the
Consolidated Revenue for the nurposeR
Sir STANLEY ARGYLE.-I see.
of a Bill "to nmend the Poliee Hegula- Then the Government has been in contion Aet 1928."
ference with the clerk of the 'weather, and
The message was ordered to he taken has in some way influenced the meteorointo consideration next day.
logical conditions of the State. We are
also informed'MOTOR CAR. (INSURANCE) BILL.
Despite the continuance of low world prices
Mr. TUNNECLIFFE (Acting Premier) for our primary products, the quantities expresented a message from His Excellency ported have beell maintained at a high level.
t he Lieutenant-Governor recommending I wish to take the opportunity of offering
that an appropriation be made from the my heartfelt sympathy to the mover of
OO1Jsolidatr.d Hevenue for the purposes of the adoption of the Address-in-Reply, and
a Bin" to make provision for compulsory to the honorable member who seconded
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the motion, in that they had to base their
remarks on such a document. I felt extremely sorry for the honorable member
for Oakleigh. He did his best in diffi·
cult circumstances. A little bird told me
that he was seen for days and nights with
a wet towel over his head, and I am not
surprised. It was difficult for him t~ deliver the speech that he had to dehver.
As for the honorable member for Port
Fairy and Glenelg, we find that he
contradicts the Lieutenant-Governor's
Speech. The honorable member pointed
out that, although the values of Victoria's
exports had increased considerably, the
total volume had not materially increased
at all. In other words, the statement
that "the quantities exported had been
maintained at a high level" was modified
and qualified by the fact that, although
exports were greater in value than the
imports to the extent of £4,500,000, the
volume of production was not materially
increased. Both of the honorable members who spoke last week laboured under
considerable difficulties.
Most of us
listened with attention to the honorable
member for Oakleigh-at least, I did. I
paid him the compliment of listening to
his speech and of reading it afterwards.
While he was speaking there was seated
in the gallery a distinguished visitor
accustomed to the House of Commons.
That gentleman remarked to me, "I
listened with great interest to what the
honorable member had to say, but does
he belong to the party from which the
Ministry was formed? His speech did
not seem to be in keeping with the policy
of the Government he was supporting."
I said, " You do not know the local
atmosphere. The honorable member was
probably addressing himself to the more
moderate sections of the party, and was
as mild as a cooing dove." However, I
compliment the honorable member for
Oakleigh on his speech, and sympathize
with him.
!fr. REID.-I do not think the gentleman was correct.
Sir STANLEY ARGYLE.-Probably
he was not. He would have only a superficjal idea of the situation.
Mr. REID.-I am pleased that it was
not your opinion.
Sjr STANLEY ARGYLE.-The hon·
orable member will hear my opinion
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directly. In the Lieutenant-Governor's
Speech it is stated-':
Victoria's oversea trade returns for the first
eight months of the current financial year
show that, after converting to Australian currency the recorded value of imports, t·here was,
for the period, an estimated favorable trade
balance of £4,500,000.

When the honorable member for Oak·
leigh was referring to that statement, the
very distinguished member for Maryborough and Daylesford, whose financial
reputation is of quite a high order, interjected-Mr. FROST.-" Thanks to the Scullin
tariff."
Sir STANLEY ARGYLE.-The honorable member made that interjection.
Mr. FROST.-It is quite true.
Sir STANLEY AHGYLE.-That is a
matter of opinion. I propose to quote an
opinion which I have taken from the
financial issue of the London Times, published on the 4th of May, 1931, in which
there was an article-contributed, by the
way, by Mr. William C. Guthrie, the
President of the Australian Association
of British J\.fanufacturers. The writer
saidThe fact is, however, that had the taritl
remained unaltered, British exports to Australia would have suffered the same aggregate
decline, for Australia had no means of paying
for a greater volume of goods than she imported during the past year.

Honorable members will be pleased to
heal' the following important financial
opinion. J\{r. Guthrie addeclAustralia will certainly recover. When she
has learned the very necessary lesson now
being taught her, she will again become as
goocl a market as ever for British goods.

Honorable members must know quite well
that the balance-of-trade recovery was
forced upon Australia, and was not, to a
very large extent, due to the tariff. However, I am not here to discuss the tariff.
The next statement in the LieutenantGovernor's Speech isSubstantial savings have resulted from the
enactment of the Financial Emergency and
Debt Conversion Agreement Acts.

Quite true. The saving resulting from
Parts I. and II. of the Financial Emergency Act amounted to between £800,000
and £900,000. The Debt Conversion
Acts have reduced the liabilities of the
State with regard to certain of its l([)an
interest undertakings by a considerable
amount. The particular statement in the
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Lieutenant-Governor's Speech which I
was quoting endswhilst other economies have brought about a
considerable reduction in Government expenditure.

I hope that that is right; I am not sayin~
that it is not right. I cannot know untIl
the Supplementary Estimates are presented to this House. Let us, however,
look at the figures. Up to date, that is,
from July, 1931, to April, 1932, inclusive, the Guvernment has received piecemeal, in the form of monthly grants for
Supply, no less a sum th~n £10~916,344.
In passing, I want to remmd thIS House
that the Government is the first since
1867 that has not passed its Estimates
and its Budget before the end of the current year-not the financial year. That
is to say 65 years ago some Government
- I do ~ot remember which-was in a
somewhat similar position to that of the
present Government, which has been living from hand to mouth, and has accepted
instalments of the money necessary to
carryon Government services. It has,
up to date, received the sum that I have
already mentioned, namely £10,916,344.
At that rate, ,provided that the balance
is applied for on the same basis of
Budget expenditure, the next Supply
sheet, which, of course, I have not yet seen,
will provide for an amount somewhere
in the neighbourhood of £2,775,000, making a total of about £13,691,000. The
expenditure for this year, as estimat~4 in
the Budget, is £12,718,000. In addItIOn,
we have to pass the Supplementary Estimates. I have not, nor has any other
member of this House, any idea what
the sum total of the Supplementary Estimates will be. We do know, however,
that last year they amounted, in round
figures, to £800,000. If that is added tu
what the Government already has hadprobably it will ask foil' the sum tomorrow-we get no less a total than
£14,491,000 for expenditure this year, as
against an estimate ~f ~12,718,000. It
will be seen that thIS 1l1volves a considerable amount in excess of the actual
expenditure of last year. I quot.e those
-figures only as criticism of the statement
that considerable reductions have been
made in Government expenditure. I
kuow that certain reductions have been
made, apart from the amount saved
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owing to the operations of the Financial
Emergency legislation.
Mr. Ar.LAN.-Is the Government get·,
ting money by a bank overdraft ~
Sir STANLEY ARGYLE.-We shall
find out about that later, and the trouble
is that it will be "considerably later."
Mr. ALLAN.-I am afraid that the
bank overdraft is pretty high.
Sir
STANLEY
ARGYLE.-ThE:
Treasurer's Advance is supposed to be
£500,000. Last year, the Supplementary
Estimates ,provided for £800,000. I suppose that the Government has a complacent bank carrying it along. I think
that it is just as well that the figures
should be placed before the House.
We are informed in the LieutenantGovernor's Speech that there will bE: a
deficit this year. We knew that before
we started. How much the deficit will be
remains to be seen. On the original
Budget estimate it was to be £800,000,
but that took into account the 25 per cent.
increase in income tax, to which Parli~
ment did not agree. The actual defiCIt
will be something over £1,000,000. Probably it will be £2,000,000 in the final
analysis.
The Lieutenant-Governor's Speech refers to the problem of unemployment,
which His Excellency states "has continued to cause my advisers grave concern." l\.bout unemployment I wish to
say that I am of opinion that the ,problem
is so serious that I very much regret th3;t
it should become a matter of party pohtics. I know that there are some points
upon which the two sides o~ the House
are not likely to agree, one be~ng the qu~s
tion of the rate of wages paId for rehef
work. But, apart from that, the manner
of raising the necessary funds and the
directions in which they should be spent
are questions which, in my opinion, we
should not regard in any sense as party
matters. Personally, I desire to assure
the Acting Premier that, so long as we do
not have the party point of view brought
into the measure relating to unemployment relief-if we can face it as citizens
of a country that is in distress-he will
have the co:o.peration of this (the Opposition side of the House. But if we have
introduced into the relevant measure
matters party-like in character, the ~on
orable gentleman mm',t not be surprIsed
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if this (the Opposition) side of the House remind the House that the late Minister of
resists that legislation. I am hoping that Forests was strongly opposed to that
the whole business with respect to unem- policy because he considered that the
ployment will be considered from the non- planting of softwoods involved an unnecesparty point of view as regard both the sary expenditure of public money. He is
State and the Commonwealth.
not Minister of Forests now, and perhaps
the
present Minister takes a different
Mr. TOUTCHER,-It looks very enview of this matter.
couraging for elective Ministries.
A good deal of the 5peech refers to what
Sir STA.NLEY ARGYLE.-If we had is history now, but it does contain a
a Ministry to deal with the question of statement which I was vny pleased to
unemployment alone, there might be note. It is, in effect, recognition of thr
something in the honorable member's pro- work performed during the last twentjr
posal. Unfortunately, there are other years by the parties that are now on the
matters which have to be discussed by Opposition' side.
It is the best tribute
l1inistries. I shall not go into the ques- that they have received, and when it comes
tion of the money that has been spent from the party that is in direct oppositioll
upon unemployment relief and the to them, I suppose that they can accept it
method of spending it. I addressed the as sincere. The tribute is contained ill
House on that subject last session, and the following statement in the Speechthere is nothing new to add. ConseVictoria has now a better regulated watel'
quently, I do not wish to revive that par- supply than any other COUll try of its size.
ticular question. The honorable member
Mr. HOLI~AND.-What did it cost?
for Oakleigh intended to compliment the
Sir STANIJEY ARGYLE.-I am 1l0t
Government on what it had done for the
referring to that matter, but to the .stateunemployed, but when it came to deliverment of the Government that Victoria has
ing his speech, the honorable member was
a better regulated water supply than any
unable to find anything to say, except other country of its size. It is very
that the Government had been able pleasant to know that one-fourth of the
to settle 160 families on the land. Dtate which otherwise would be unproducThe honorable member said that there tive has been brought under production
were 73,000 persons unemployed in Vic- because of the work done when the parties
torin, and yet only 160 families of now on the Opposition side of the House
unemployed men have been settled on were in office. I am wondering, howeveI',
I think he will admit how much of the praise for this developthe land.
that the settlement policy is as yet ment the present Government is taking to
a very small matter. At the same time itself.
I am glad to learn that 160 families
Mr. PlU<JNDF:RGAsT.-It is a good thiug
have been placed on the land. I hope that to heal' you supporting public enterprise.
a greater number will be provided for in
Sir ST.iNLEY ARGYLE.-I have
this way, because I think that the policy always adyocated the development of the
of settling unemployed families has more State.
possibilities than some honorable members
}\IIR
PRENDERGAST.-By private enterrealize, provided they are settled in parts prise.
of the State that have an assured rainfall.
Sir STANLEY ARGYLE.-Not in
The next paragraph in the Speech re- every case; but I think that it would have
fers to Country Roads Board finances, and been better if private enterprise had
I do not intend to comment on it other undertaken the job in some cases. Dealthan to point out that honorable memb8rs ing with water supply, the Speech sets out
will have plenty of opportunity to discuss ihat the Government is examining the
the vexed question of transferring all proposal for an extension of the :Mornamount of £1.90,000 from the Country mgton pellinsula scheme, and further
Roads Board fund to Consolidated investigating the comprehensive scheme of
water supply from the Otway Ranges to
Hevenue.
The Speech contail1s a statement that an CamperdowIl, Terang, Warrnambool, anu
area of 28,000 acres has been planted with other places in the Western District. I
various species of softwoods. I am am pleased to note that the Governmerlt is
deli{!hted with that information, but I investigating those schemes.
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Another paragraph contains a statement in which I am particularly 111terested. It is as follows:The infant mortality rate has lJeen steadily
falling since the introduction of infant welfare
activities, und was last year the lowest on
record.

Commenting on that paragl'a ph, I s~ould
like to ask this question: "Vho Introduced infant welfare activities, and who
was mainly responsible for their development and the placing of them on a basis
that 'would ensure great public benefit ~
\\'"ithout being too egotistical, I may say
that I had a good deal to do with the
matter myself. I think that the House
will be interested in a statement that was
made recently by the Government Statist
on the subject of infant mortality. He
pointed out that the infant mortality rate
in 1930 of 46 deaths of infants under one
year of age per 1,000 births was the
lowest On record for this State, and he
commented on the probable causes in the
following mallnerYarious health Acts and educative measures
have contributed to the reduct.ion, including
the notification of infectious diseases, the regulation of the manufacture, sale, and distribution of foodstuffs and patent medicines, and
the ensuring of a pure milk and water supply.
The passing of the :Midwives Act 1915, and
the inauguration of the infant welfare movelllent in 1917 coincide with, and in a large
degree account for, the reduction of the rate in
la t.er years.

The present Government need not lay the
fluttrring unction to its soul that anything
that it has done has been responsible for
the reduction in the infant mortality rato
from 73 deaths in 1915 to 46 deaths in
{Ivery 1,000 children under one year. That
jmpl'ovement is the direct consequence of
the policy laid down by previous administrations.
The Lieutenant-Governor's Speech informs members of this House that the
estimates of revenue and expenditure for
the current financial year will again be
~ubmitted to the House. Those estimates
were submitted last session, but they were
not agreed to, and I understand that they
must be submitted again. As I have said,
such a state of affairs 11as not occurred
since 1867.
Reference is made in the Speech to the
question of unemployment, and it is stated
that proposals for raising within Victori9
a loan of £2,000,000 for the purpose of
unemployment relief will be submitted to
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Parliament. I understand that a committee of citizens who are men of high stallding in the financial world advised thu
Government to raise this loan.. That
committee included such gentlemen as the
chairman of the associated banks, acting,
of course, in his private capacity, 8i r
Lennon Raws, Mr. Samuel McKay, a
member of the firm of James Henty and
Oompany, and other prominent business
men. I desire to inform the Government
that it is part of the policy of my party
that the Government should have the ad·
vice in times of financial crisis of men
who are accustomed to deal with finance.
I have not seen the report of the committee. I asked the Acting Premier for a
copy, but 'he was not able to furnish it.
I understand that the report is to be submitted to the Premiers' Oonference, which
will also have before it the report of thf'
committee of experts that was appointed
by the Oommonwealth Government to investigate the question of unemployment.
I am glad that the Oommonwealth took
that action, because it has a direct obligation to co-operate with the States in dealjng with the grave problem of unemployment, and there is great room for that cooperation. In view of the fact that the
Premiers' Oonference is to meet to-morrow, I shall not make any further C0111ment on this subject.
Mr. McKENZIE.-It would be dangerous to do so.
Sir STANLEY ARG YLE.-Ulltil I
know how the proposed loan of £2,000,000
is to be raised, and ho,v the money is to
be expended, I cannot comment on thE'
proposal.
When one turns to the large number of
Bills referred to in the Speech, one is
reminded of the statement of the Walrus
to the Oarpenter, in Through the Looll:ing Glass"The time has come," the Walrus said,
e e To talk of many things;
Of shoe,s-and ships-and sealing-waxOf cabbages-and kings."

The first Bin mentioned is one providing
for the Ministry of Transport. Ministry
of Transport Bills have been before the
I-Iouse on .several occasions, each wors€'
than its predecessor, and each designed to
give effect to the policy of the Labour
party. I presume that the Bill that the
Government intends to introduce this
session will be similar in character. Other
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Bills relate to bees, seeds, stock foods, factories and shops, weights and measures,
gas, masseurs, nurses, fire-arms, and motor
cars. Bills which have been before the
House in previous sessions have dealt with
most of these subjects. In addition,
we have a long list of Bills, of which,
with all respect to those persons who are
interested in them, I can only say that, in
the present condition of the State, they
are pot-boilers-pot-boilers of the most
flagrant character.
lir. LIND.-Is there any reference to
a rcdistribution of seats?
Sir STANLEY ARGYLE.-The honorable member has anticipated me. The
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech is remarkable, not so much for what it contains
as for what has been left out. It is the
omissions that interest me. There is no
reference to a matter of the utmost importance.
The most important legislation, possibly, with the exception of measures to deal with unemployment, that we
can be asked to deal with is that for reenacting essential portions of the
Premiers' plan, with the object of
balancing the Budget.
That matter
is not even an "also-ran."
It is not
in the race. It is scratched. I regard
that as a very serious omission indeed.
With regard to the Speech itself, I need
only direct attention to the concluding
paragraph :I now leave yo.u to the discharge of your
duties, and trust that your labours may, under
the blessing of Divine Providence, advance
the welfare of the 8tate and promote the prosperity and happiness of the people.
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statement were, like the omissions from
the Lieutenant-Governor's Speech, more
important than the admissions.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-YOU make a monopoly of the virtues.
Sir STANLEY ARGYLE. - Thu
honour of the State is bound up in giving
effect to the Premiers' plan. The Government is obliged to carry out the
policy of balancing Budgets. The Government has given us no indication that
it will continue that policy. I regard the
reply given to me a few minutes ago by
the Acting Premier as an evasion. The
Acting Premier will attend the Premiers' Conference to-morrow, and the
question must be considered at that Conference.
There are only a few weeks
left in which to re-enact the Financial
Emergency Act, which expires on the
30t~ of June. He has not thought fit
to IndICate what he proposes to do in
that matter. Meanwhile, the finances of
the State are drifting. In our newspapers we read daily of threats held out
by an outside body to Ministers and members of the Ministerial party.
Those
mem"?ers ~re told that, if they do not do
certa~n thmgs, they will be expelled from
th~ Labour p.arty ~n.d probably be de~rIved of thmr pOSItIOns as representu·
tIves of the people. That is a very serious
state of affairs. The Government of the
day is under a threat as to what will
happen if it does its bounden duty and
carries out its pledged obligations to thepeople, not only of this State but of Australia as a whole. I regard this omission
from His Excellency's Speech as most
serious,. and, as I have said, I regard the
repl:r gIven by the Acting Premier as all'
evaSIOn. Consequently, I do not feel disposed to let the matter drift. I move-

The Lieutenant-Governor has been
obliged to express that wonderful sentiment ill three sonorous lines, whereas,
having regard to the Speech as a whole,
he might have contented himself with
That the following words be added to the·
three words: "God help us I" As I have proposed address:"and to inform Your Excellency that
pointed out, there are references in the
the Government does not possess the conSpeech to contentious party measures and
fidence of the House."
to what I have called pot-boilers. I am
Mr. MACFARLAN (Brighton). - I
reminded of the presentation of the play formally second the motion.
of Hamlet with the part of the Prince of
Mr. TUNNECLIFFE (Acting Pre-Denmark left out.
I take the omission mier).-I take it that the amendment
to which I have drawn pointed attention eannot be viewed in any other light than
very seriously. I also take the reply of as a direct motion of want of confidencethe Acting Premier seriously.
in the Government. In view of that
:Mr. DUNSTAN.-YOU are the only fact, I propose that the House should
member who does.
now adjourn. I would suggest that the
Sir STANIJEY ARGYLE. - The adjournment should be until Tuesdayomissions from the Acting Premier's next.
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Sir STANLEY ARGYLE (Toorak).-f'l'he Acting Premier has asked for an adjournment of the House until Tuesday
next. I take no exception to that. I
would point out, ho-wever, that the honorable gentleman in his capacity as Acting Premier will attend the Premiers'
Conference, and I hope he will understand that in regard t(, the particular
matter which Las provoked the no-con£dence motion he cannot speak for this
House until the House has registered its
opin ion by a vote.
Mr ...A. LLAN.-'Vhy allow the adjournment for a week, then?
Sir STANLEY ARGYLE.-I think
it a reasonable suggestion. The Premiers'
Conference will deal with other matters
than the particular one we are discussing,
and the State must be represented at the
Conference. The question of unemployment relief, for instance, will be dealt
with. I have no objection to the honorttble gentleman attending the Conference
in his capacity as Acting Premier so long
as he remembers that one matter is the
subject of a challenge.
Mr. GLOWREY.-What matter? Sir STANLEY ARGYLE.-The reenactment of Parts I. and II. of the
Financial Emergency Act.
Mr. BURNETT GRAY (St. Kilda).~
Why do you not go with him?
Sir STANLEY ARGYLE.-Because I
have not been invited.
Mr. GLOWREY (Ouyen).-I appeal to
the Acting Premier. I do not think that
the attitude that has been taken up is
fair to myself and to other honorable
members who have supported the Government in the past.
Mr. TUNNECLIFFE.-What attitude?
Mr. GLOWREY.-The request for an
adjournment until Tuesday next would
mean that the Acting Premier would
attend the Premiers' Oonference with the
Government under a cloud.
Mr. BAILEY.-That is the fault of the
Opposition.
Mr; GLOWREY.-N0; the Government can meet the position. Personally,
I was very disappointed with the reply of
the Acting Premier concerning the policy
of the Government as to the re-enactment
of the Premiers' plan legislation. It appeared to me that the Government should
be prepared to meet the challenge-whatever challenge there might be-and defend
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itself, and have the matter dealt with.
As the Prime Minister and the Premiers from all the other States have come
to Melbourne to discuss matters of vital
importallce to the people of this country,
we as a Parliament should be prepared
to play our part, and see that our representatIves are ready to attend the Oonference, and are capable of dealing with
the position from the point of view of this
State, efficiently and satisfactorily.
Mr. ALLAN (Rodney).-I am very
much surprised that the Acting Premier
should desire an adjournment for a week.
The SPEAKER (Sir Alexander Peacock).-To put the position ill order, I
must have a definite motion before the
chair.
Mr. TUNNECLIFFE (Actiug Premier).
-If the motion is put and agreed to,
namely, "that the debate be now adjourned," we can fix a date for the adjournment afterwards. My only reason for
having suggested an adjournment until
Tuesday next is that the Premiers' Con.
ference will be meeting on Wednesday and
Thursday of this week, and, as Acting
Premier, I was invited to be present.
Even if I were to resign now, there would
be nobody more competent than myself to
attend the Conference, and I feel that, in
courtesy to the Commonwealth Government, I should attend.
.
Mr. ALLAN.-But you have a pair. Wo
will let you go.
Mr. TUNNECLIFFE.-It would be a
case of Hamlet with the Prince left out
if the Acting Premier were not present
in this House when his destruction waf::!
contemplated. I should like to be 011 tho
scaffold when the axe falls.
Mr. MAoFARLAN.-Cannot it fall tonight?
Mr. TUNNECLIFFE.-I would al~o
remind honorable members that the Premiers' Conference is not going to discuss
the Premiers' plan.
Mr. GLoWREY.-How do you know
that?
Mr. TUNNECLIFFE.-And I may
add that I am not in need of any lessens
in courtesy as to how I am to act at the
Conference.
Mr. MA.cFARLAN.-Show us the agenda
paper tMr. TUNNECLIFFE.-As far as T
know, the Conference has been called
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specifically to deal with the subject of un- -vital as it is to the community-is not
employment. This Government has been going to be discussed at the Conference,
conferring with various representative amounts merely to making a statement
persons with a view to devising means for that. is not likely to mislead honorable
Accordingly, there does not
dealing with the complex problem of un- members.
employment relief. I hope to submit the seem to be any reason, as the Leader of
proposals of this Government to the Pre- the Opposition has said, why the Acting
miers' Oonference, for consideration by Premier should not be in ~ position tothat body. If any results should accrue day, in the circumstances of the Oonfrom the discussion, the incoming Go- ference meeting to-morrow, and in the
vernment will have an opportunity of light of the fact that the Governmellt
implementing the proposals we have must have considered this matter, to give
evolved after much care and painful con- a direct answer to the question put to him
9ideration. I think that Tuesday ne}..t instead of the shuffling reply-and I say
will be a suitable day to which to adjourn, this without any disrespect to the honorbut I am not at all concerned as to the able gentleman-that we have heard this
decision which this House may come to 011 afternoon.
that question. If the House decides that
Mr. TUNNECLIFFE.-You are more effecthe Government shall go out on an earlie:!· tive when you are more courteous.
date than Tuesday next, it will simply
}.Ill'. MAOFARLAN.-I said that, in
mean that there will not be a representa- making my last comment, I did so withtive of the Government of Victoria at the out intending any disrespect.
Premiers' Oonference.
Mr. ALLAN (Rodney).-I repeat that I
MACFARLAN
(Brighton).Mr.
am surprised at the suggested adjourliThE' Acting Premier has said that the ment until Tuesday of next week. Early
Premiers' Conference will not deal with in the sitting, the IJeader of the Opposithe matter of the Premiers' plan.
tion put to the Acting Premier what was
An HONORABI.E MEMBER.-That it may loeally a direct question. J think he was
110t deal with it.
eutitled to put that question, and that he
Mr. MAOFARLAN. - "May not," was entitled to a direct allswer. But he
Rccording to the honorable member who did not get one.
has interjected. But my memory is that
!fr. TUNNECLIFFE.-He put -his queswhen the Acting Premier was asked for tion, which he was entitled to do; and
an explanation concerning why there was he got an answe~, which I was entitlecl to
no mention in the Lieutenant-Governor's give.
Speech of the Premiers' plan, or of the
Mr. A.LLAN.-The Leader of the
re-enactment of the financial emergency
legislation, the honorable gentleman was Opposition did not get an answer at all.
}.{r. OAIN.-At least, you did not hear
certainly reported by the press to have
stated that one of the reasons for the omis- the answer.
Mr. ALLA.N.-I heard the answer an
sion was that, as the matter would be dealt
with at the Premiers' Conference, he was right.
l10t in a position to say exactly what
Mr. BAILEy.-Then there was an
would happen, or what the Government answer.
would do.
Mr. ALLAN.-The point is that tLt!
Mr. DUNsTAN.-That is the best of Government is not in a position to give a
having a good memory.
direct reply, because it must first go to
Mr. MAOFA.RLAN.-Yes; and there the Trades Hall, which has passed a.
haa been a concurrence of opinion that the motion to the effect that the Acting Pres\lbject of unemployment relief was om! mier shall not give a reply in the way in
of the two vital matters which the Pr~ whieh the Leader of the Opposition
miers' Conference had been convened to wanted it. If the Trades Hall says to tIle
deal with. For the A.cting Premier to Acting Premier, "You shall not re-enact
slide out now by saying, when all the the financial emergency legislation,"
ot her Premiers are in Melbourne, togethel' then he will not do so; that is the end of
with the Prime Minister, that this matter it. But I would remind the Acting Prc()f the c.ontinuance of the Premiers'. plan rmer that this House deals with the
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finances of Victoria, and that we do 1I0t
want to be dictated to by any outside
body as to how we shall deal with them.
.Mr. J ACKsoN.-Are you dictated to by
:lIIy outside body ~
Mr. ALLAN.-We are told ill a very
broad way of the platform on which we
should stand, and so on; but we are not
called round to any Trades Hall, where
we have to remain all night, and where
anyone can say to us, "Here is a measU~'e' we are going to dictate to you what
you ~re to do with it." The Trades lIall
has told the Government, "You shall not
re-enact the Premiers' plan legislation";
find it is a question now whether the Goverllment is gOil1g to take notice of the
Trades Hall or of this House.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-Do you think the
Commonwealth Government is going to
take llotice of the farmers ~
~{r. ALLAN.-I am not sure whe~her
this Government will not take more
notice of this House than it will of the
Trades Hall. I know that the Acting
Premier has said that the Government
will not shirk the matter. But, in my
opinion, it has shirked it. It has ba.ulked
at the first hurdle.
There is just ODe other point bearing
on the matter of the adjournment of the
Irouse. Honorable members have come
to Melbourne for this, the opening week
of the business of Parliament. Matters
last week consisted solely of formalities;
there was no business to be done. But this
week honorable members expected that
this House would go right on with public
business. I do not object to the Leader
of the Opposition submitting a want-ofeonfidence motion, and I do not object to
an adjournment of the House; but I do
say that honorable members who have
('orne long distances from all over the
country do not like the idea of meeting
for an' hour or two anrl then being told
that they can go home for the remainder
of the week.
~f r. DRAKEFORD.-Why did you stay
away last week?
Mr. AI,LAN.-As I have just said,
be('ansf' 1 knew that only formalities
would be dealt with. There would be no
vote taken.
!fr. DRAKEFORD.-YOU were otherwise
eng~.ged, at Warragu1.
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Mr. AI.JLAN.-I was quite sure that
the honorable member for Essendon was
capable of carrying on here without any
assistance. For this week, however, I
considered that my presence in this House
would be necessary. I think that if we
were now to adjourn until to-morrow
afternoon, we would be giving the Acting
Premier ample opportunity for consideration and preparing to speak, as well as all
the opportunity he desires, at the Premiers' Conference. So far as I am concerned, if he wishes the debate to be facilitated, I shall have no objection to using
any powers I may have on this (the Opposition) side to curtail discussion, so that a
vote may be taken, perhaps to-morrow
night. So far as the Opposition is concel'ned, there need be no undue delay
about taking a vote. We have no desire
to string out the debate, but we shall certainly demand a vote.
.MI'. HOLLAND.-YOU would let the
people outside starve while you are
tiddely-winking with the job.
Why
(l'on't vou get on with the job and give
them something to do?
Mr. ALL1~N.-If the dole is kept
going long enough, things will reach the
point that no one will be able to :find any
Looney with which to do anything for
the un~mployed.

The SPEAKER (Sir Alexander Peacock).-I ask honorable members not to
interject.
Mr. ALLA.N.-The question of unemploymeut will be dealt with, and there
tlre funds to go on with for a short time.
I do not see that there is any necessity
for the House to adjourn until next Tuesday. It is hardly fair to honorable members who have come long distallces to
attend the House to be told that they
ean go home without having dohe anytohing. We would prefer to debate the
Ilu-confidence motion, and to take a vote
OIl it, so that we would know where we
were before we went home.
Mr. GLOWREY (Ouyen).-I think the
Government owe a duty to those of Ul:I,
apart from their Own members, who have
been supporting the measures that they
have brought forward from time to time.
Within the last week or two we h&.ve seen
a decla.ration in the press from the.
executive of the Australian Labour party:
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created by the action of the I,eader of
the Opposition, and the Government, in
my opinion, would strengthen its pO!~itiou
very considerably if it did not ,ask for
ally adjournment at all, but went on with
the debate immediately. It would also
strengthen its position very considerably,
seeing that the Leader of the Opposition
has launched a no-confidence motion, if
it invited him to go to the Premiers' Conference with it.
Recently we have
Mr. BAILEY.-YOU don't believe everyheard a lot of talk of unity of parties.
thing you read in the ,press, do you?
I think the time has arrived when, in
Mr. GLOWREY.-I was disappointed view of the very momentous issues that
at the Acting Premier's reply. He had we have to face, we should not talk of
an opportunity to clear up any misappre- unity of parties, but should talk and act
hension that may have existed because of on the lines of unity of members-all
press reports. If the Government are members working for the best interests
not going to obey the dictation I have re- of the people of this State. I think the
ferred to, but are going to adhere to the time has arrived when all party difftrPremiers' plan, they should make no ences should be submerged, and all membones about it; but should let us know bers of this Parliament should come towhere they stand. Then we would know geth.er and work in the best interests of
that the Government are going to the Pre- the people of the State. That is the atti..
miers' Conference intending to adhere to tude that I intend to take u.p this session:
the plan as it has been adilered to in the as I have always taken it up in this
past.
If there was necessity for it Parliament.
last year, then there is necessity for it
Mr. WETTENHALL.-Your party is alto-day.
In fairness to us, the Govern- ways unanimous.
ment should not press for the adjournMr. BURNETT GRAY (St. Kilda).
ment of the debate on the no-confidence
-My
party always knows what It
motion until Tuesday next.
This
Every
matter should be threshed out, and Vic- is thinking and talking' about.
one
knows
that
this
Parliament
has
toria, whose part in the financial rehabilitation of Australia has been creditable, still about seven or eight months
to run, and every honorable memshould not be besmirched at this stage.
ber should endeavour to assist whatever
Mr. BURNETT GRAY (St. Kilda).- Government is in office in solving the very
I am surprised at two things. In the great problems ,that have to be faced. As
first place, I am surprised at the Leader honorable members know, I gave the Goof the Opposition, on the eve of the Pre- vernment whole-hearted support with remiers' Conference, launching a no-con- gard to the Premiers' plan, except that I
fidence motion. In the second place, I did not agree with them when, in my
am surprised at the Acting Premier not opinion, they endeavoured to take a very
going on with the debate on that motion much greater amount from the Public
immediately. Personally, I am prepared Service than they were entitled to take
to go straight on now, and to have an all- under the plan'. I feel that the Governnight sitting, to settle the no-confidence ment by this time should have come to
motion before the Premiers' Conference some decision as to what their future inmeets. I think that would be the right tentions are in regard to the Premiers'
course for the Acting Premier and the plan, and I think the House is entitled
<tovernment to take, because then they to know what the ideas of the Governwould know when they went to the Pre- ment are with respect to such an immiers' Conference that they were still iIi portant matter. Without making any
power. If they were defeated in the further comments on the no-confidence
House, of course, some one else would go motion, I wish to say that the Governto the Premiers' Conference. Personally, ment should get the debate on that
J think a very difficult position has been motion out of the way before they go to
that the Premiers' plan as sponsored by
the Government, and which has been
enacted and is in operation in this State,
is not again to be supported by the Government, and that certainly does place
in an unsatisfactory position those of
us who, because of their satisfactory
nature, have been supporting the Government on the measures associated with the
Premiers' plan.
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the Premiers' Conference. I hope that
that debate will go righit on, even if we
have to have an all-night sitting. The
Acting Premier should endeavour to have
the whole matter cleared up before going
to the Premiers' Conference.
Mr. McLACHLAN (Gippsland N o·rth).
-When a no-confidence motion is moved,
it is the practice to adjourn until the following day. In the circumstances, notwithstanding what has been said as to the
importance of the Premiers' plan, which
we all recognize, I think that the Government is entitled to an adjournment until
at le"ast to-morrow. I suggest as a compromise that we might meet to-morrow.
The SPEAKER (Sir Alexander Peacock) .-It is evident that honorable
members want the House to adjourn.
The question is, until when it should a.djourn.
Mr. TUNNECLIFFE (Acting Premier).-I am prepared to agree to an
adjournment until to-morrow.
The SPEAKER.-Will the honorable
gentleman alter his motion?
Mr. TUNNEOLIFFE.-Yes. First of
all, I moveThat the debate be now adjourned.

The motion for the adjournment of the
debate was agreed to, and the debate was
adjourned until next day.
Mr. TUNNECLIFFE (Acting Premier).-I now moveThat the House, at its rising, adjourn until
to-morrow at 3.30 p.m.

The motion was agreed to.
The House adjourned at 6 p.m.
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a promise was made by the Attorney-General regarding one series of questions
on yesterday's Notice Paper, I _propose to
allow it to be answered.
For Mr. HOLLAND (Flemington), Mr.
Reid asked the Attorney-General1. If he will lay on the table of the Library
the correspondence showing the legal opinions
obtained by the State Government prior to the
signing of the Financial Agreement as to the
effects of the Financial Agreement on the
State~1

2. Wllat are the names of the legal advisers?
3. Whether they made any recommendations
to the Government on the legal aspect of
entering into t-he agreement?

Mr. SLATER (Attorney-General) .-Yesterday, at my suggestion, the honorable member for Flemington deferred his
series of questions until to-day. I h.ad
not the information at the time. The
answers are1. Yes.
2. Mr. W. JJ. Ham, ICC.; Mr. R. G.
Menzies, K.C.; Mr. F. G. Menzies, Victorian
Crown Solicitor; and the Parliamentary
Draftsmen.
3. As the recommendations made are general
and appear throughout the opinions of counsel,
it is suggested that the honorable member
peruse t'he opinions, copies of which, together
with the correspondence, will be laid on the
table of the Library.

Mr. MENzIES.-Perhaps it will be made
clear that I was not a member of Parliament at the time.
Mr. SLATER.-In order that there
shall be no misapprehension, it may be
stated that the honorable member for
Nunawading, who is the "Mr. R. G.
Menzies, R.C.," mentioned in the answer
to the second question, was not, at the
time when the legal opinions were sought
-1927-a member of this House.
LIEUTENANT -GOVERNOR'S
SPEECH.
ADDRESS-IN-REPLy-WANT

Th(, SPEAKER (Sir Alexander Peacock)
took the chair at 4.7 p.m., and read the
prayer.
COMMONWEALTH AND STATES
FINANCIAL AGREE~IENT.
LEGA L OPINIONS.

The SPEAKER (Sir Alexander Peacock).-It is not usual for Ministers to
reply to questions whf'n a motion of want
of confidence is before tIle House, but as
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The debate (adjourned from the previolls day) was resumed on 1fr. Reid's
motion for the adoption of an Address-inReply to the
JJieutenant-Governor's
Speech, and on Sir Stanley Argyle's
amendmentThat the following words be added to the
propo[';ed Address:" and to inform Your Excellency that the
Government does not possess the confidence of the HOllse."
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Mr. ALLAN (Rodney).-We have come
to what may be the parting of the ways.
I presume that a division on the amendment which has been moved by the Leader
'Or the Opposition will be taken some ti~e
to-night. In that way we shall deCIde
whether or not the Government possesses
My own
the confidence of the House.
opinion is that the Government made a
very decided mistake in omitting from the
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech all reMany
ference to the Premiers' plan.
Bills are mentioned, some of which are of
moderate importance, but none is as important as the Financial Emergency 11.ct,
Parts 1. and II. of which will have to be
re-enacted to make the Premiers' plan
effective. Had the Government made a
clear statement of their policy with respect to the Premiers' plan legislation as
agreed to by this House last year, and
stated definitelv that Parts I. and II. of
the Financial "Emergency Act would be
re-enacted, all would be well. I do not
think that the Government can feel
aggrieved in any way at the endeavour of
the Opposition to obtain from the Acting
Premier a plain statement of the position.
11.11 that was required of him was a
straightforward "Yes" or "No" when
he was asked whether the financial emergency legislation would be re-enacted. We
know that there was great diversity of
opinion in the House on the question of
the cutting down of salaries and interest.
I was one who complained of the tardy
action of the Government in giving effect
to the plan. In my opinion, they delayed
too long in bringing down a definite proposal to cut expenditure. But it is well
known that the Opposition, as a body,
supported the Premiers' plan. That plan
was drawn up at a time when the financial condition of Australia was worse than
it had ever been before. The position
was so bad that several Premiers' Conferences had to be hflld before a plan
could be finalized.
Economists and
bankers had to be called in to assist in
drawing up the plan. The Premier of
Victoria and the Minister of Public
Works have stuck very loyally to the plan.
They realized, as the Opposition realized,
that the income of Australia had fallen
to the extent of something like
~200,000,000, and that it was absolutely
necessary for the Governments-Com,
I
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monwealth and State-:-to curtail expendIture. Owing to. the tardiness in bringing
forward legislation, I felt that it might
be necessary for Parliament to go even
further than the plan as presented. I felt
that we were too late in starting it.
There is no getting away from the fact
that what is wrong with Australia is the
failure of the Governments to balance
their Budgets. As everybody knows, the
main purpose of the Premiers' plan was
the balancing of the Budgets within three
years. The indications are that, on the
30th of June next, the amount in arreaJ's,
taking Australia as a whole, will be about
£20,000,000. In that event, we may have
to go further in the direction of economy.
Mr. REID.-Already the tobacco grOvvers
have been hard hit.
Mr. AI.LAN.-I do not propose to go
into that question, though I have the information at my disposal if I cared to do
I;!O.
Tobacco is grown very extensively in
my district, and naturally I have been in
touch with the growers. However, I have
c;;tated the position with regard to the Premiers' plan. That plan was decided upon
after a great deal of deliberation, and was
It
intended to rehabilitate Australia.
was to operate for three years. We had
a reduction of interest, and a 20 per cent.
reduction in salaries. T'he legislation to
give effect to the curtailment of expenditure on salaries and pensions was enacted
for one year. The refusal of any Government to re-enact it would be to break
The
down the Premiers' agreement.
effect would be to throw that agreement
into the waste-paper basket.
I am not
particularly surprised at the rather
evasive statement which was made by the
Acting Premier yesterday, because, when
scanning the Herald last night, I carne
across the following report, which seems
to cle,ar the air a great deal:If the Acting Treasurer (Mr. J. P. Jones)
or any other member of the Labour Cabinet or
party votes for the re-enactment of the Premiers' plan, either at the Premiers' Conference or in Parliament, the president -of the
Victorian Labour party (Mr, D. Cameron) will
take the responsibility on his own initiati\'e of
immediately declaring such members outside
the Labour party.
This action was foreshadowed by ~lr.
Cameron to-day in reply to a question \v!tether
the executive of the Labour party at its next
meeting would deal with Mr. Jones, who is
advocating the Premiers' plan.

lr ant ofConfidence

[13

APRIL,

(. I take it," Mr. Cameron said, •. that j am
authorized bv the decisions of conference and
the executive to inform any members of the
party who see fit to vote for 'the Premiers' plan
that they are no longer members of the Labour
party.
If they do vote in this way, that is
the action that I intend to take.

lir. TUNNEcLIFFE.-That is just whnL
you would expect from a Scotchman, is it
not?
Mr. ALL.1N.-I said yesterday, and 1
!my again without any bitterness, that
Parliament cannot tolerate dictatioll by
ftn outside body to the Goyernment of the
State.
Mr. SOI,]~ I.-Your party does the saIlw
10 you.
~Ir. SL\TER (to :Mr. Allall).-..1nd forbade you to enter a Oomposite Government.
Mr . .ALLAN.-Was there eyer allY
political party other than the Labour
party which has had to face as drastic
dictation as that which has emanated from
l\Ir. Don Cameron ~
Mr. TUNNECLIFFE.-We have recollor.tions of }fr. Lawson pushing you out of
his Govermuent, you know.
Mr. ALLAN.-I recall the incident
quite we11. I have by no means forgotten
it. At the same time I must say that the
honorable gentleman is a very good hand
at throwing one off the trail of one's
speech.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-Do you ren1f~mber
what the I . . eader of the Opposition said
about you?
Mr. ALLAN.-I realize that it is very
difficult for the representatives of elec·
torates, where the Labour vote preponderates, to refuse to bow to the dictators at the Trades Hall, in Lygonstreet. I sincerely hope, however, that
we shall hear a protest from :Ministerial
members who do not represent purely
Labour constituencies.
They stood out
before, and I hope they will stand ou t
Rgain, and will say, quite definitely, that
they are not going to bow to such Trades
R,all decisions as the one I have referred
to.
I have referred to the conditions under
which the Premiers' plan was drawn up.
To show the necessity for the plan, I may
say that I had a look at the last Budget
speech, and noticed that tlwre was a deficiency of £2,454.000, largely made up by
£801,000 011 soldier settleluent, and
£1,489,785 on railways.
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:nfr. SOLLy.-Brought about by your
Governments.
:J\Ir. ALI,AN.-N ot at all. It was
brought about because the Labour Government would not do ,vhat they knew perfectly well they ought to do. They did
not do what they ought to have done, because the Trades Hall would not let them.
'Dhat is the plain fact of the matter. I
said that we had reached the position
where the finances had to be straightened
out because the Governments of Australia
had not been able to balance their Budgets.
The Premiers' plan was brought into
being with the object of balancing the
Budgets. I am particularly pleased that
the British Government is balancing its
Budget, a.nd I give that Government very
great credit for doing so.
11:1'. SLATER. - By radical tariff
changes.
Mr. ALLAN.-It does not matter how
it was done. Surely the Attorney-General would not call a tariff of 10 per cent.
a radical tariff. I wish we could get
ours down to 10 per cent. I realize that
the depression came upon Australia very
suddenly. I quite agree with the Premiers who said at the Premiers' Oonference last year that it would be too
drastic a course if they attem,pted by the
imposition of further taxation to balance
their ledgers in less than three years.
To have brought about a. condition of
balanced Budgets by now would have involved the imposition of tremendously
heavy additional taxation. The Victorian
Gov~rllment has made an attempt to
balance its Budget, and it has not been
8uccessful. One of the reasons why Australia has not succeeded in balancing its
Budget is that the State Government
across the Murray has not attempted to
do so. I do not know how true it is, but
I hfrve been told this afternoon, on very
good aut.hority, that when the Premier
of New South "Vales reached Melbourne
to-day he was given an official welcome
on the railway platform by the leaders
of the Victorian Trades Hall. I judge by
the cheers from Ministerial suuporters
which have greeted that comment that it
is correct.
Mr. SLATER.-YOU would have beel!
there to welcome de Groot.
lfr. ALLAN.-The condition of affairs
existing in New South Wales provj~cs
olle of the reasons why the AustralIan
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people have not been able to do better
in the direction of balancing their Budgets. I do not think that present conditions in New South Wales will last very
long; but I do know that we are paying
taxation a .portion of which is being collected for that State, and I am not going
to pay taxes, if I can avoid it, to pull
Mr. Lang out of the bog. I am hopingaud I think my hopes will be justified
very shortly-that he will be soon relegated to obscurity. There will then be
greater confidence amongst the people of
Australia as a whole, and I hope that
there will also be greater confidence in
us so far as the people of England are
concerned. I have seen references to the
matter of a reduction of interest in
LOlldon. We pay a lot of money by way
of interest on loans in England, and in
the matter of exchange. The latter factor
i~ very heavy indeed. I am one of those
who want the interest rates in London reduced. But unless the peo.ple of England,
who lent us their money-the people, and
not the Government of England··-have
confidence that we can manage our own
business, and will succeed in balancing
our ledgers in a very few years, how can
we expect them to say that they will
give us cheap money? It is all purely a
matter of confidence. If all the Gov{'J'nments in Australia were in a similar
position to that of Western Australia, for
example, and perhaps the Queensland Government, confidence would quickly return, and we could get a reduction of the
interest rate in London possibly by 1 per
cent.
Mr. SLA'l'ER.-The Western Australian
Government was the farthest outside the
plan.
Mr. ALLAN.-Western Australia is a
pretty good State, and it is making a
pretty good try to square the ledger, and
so is South Australia. It is the COIlfidence of the British people that we desire, but if we refuse to pay our way we
cannot hope to get their confidence. We
must practise a good deal more economy
than we have been doing. We have practised a little, but the question now is,
where can we avoid nnnecessary exopenditure? I shall mention two directions
in which we can do so.
In the matter of health administration
I think that about £250,000 was spent
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during 1928-29 by the Commonwealth Government. In that direction there was
serious overlapping. By the overlapping
of State and Federal activities we have
been and are losing a tremendous amount
of money. We had been losing a lot by
overlapping in connexion with electoral
matters, and in the collection of income
tax also. However, the State and Commonwealth authorities have been brought
into line so far as concerns those activities, and we a~ now saving a good deal.
There is still a Commonwealth Department of Public Health, however, with its
offices and activities in every State. I
see no reason why the various State Departments of Public Health cannot carry
out the duties performed by the Commonwealth Department. I am sure that the
State officers could do the work just as
well. The extra cost involved upon this
State, at any rate, would be very small
indeed.
I wish to mention also the matter of
the Federal land tax.
In 1931, theOommonwealth Government collected
£2,758,000 by way of land tax; and for
1932 the amount is £3,291,000.
Tw~
years ago, Commonwealth land tax
officials went round the whole of theStates - throughout Victoria, at all
events-making valuations for Federal
land tax purposes. In n6 instance was a.
previous valuation taken. The Commonweal th officials increased all the valuations from one-fourth to one-third. That
is n correct statement, because I am a
land-holder, and am concerned in matters
of that kind. To-day there is a sum
amounting to so~ething like £2,000,000
outstanding in connexion with the Federal land tax. That shows very clearly
that the people are unable to pay that
tax. It is equally clear that those who
have paid it have paid it out of their
capital. I do not like the Federal land
tax. It was imposed by a Labour Government with the object of bursting uplarge estates. It has not burst up a single
estate, but it has broken a few of theestate o\vners.
Mr. SLATER.-Bruce and Page had
seven or eight years in which to repeal
the Federal land tax. Why did they not
do it if it was so ohiect.ionable?
:Mr. ALLAN.-We h:nre exactly the{3ame condition of overlapping in the
matter of the colleetion of the Federal
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land tax as we have had in those other
directions I have mentioned. There is a
Federal land tax office in every State.
There are Federal land tax valuers going
all over Australia. At the same time,
there are the various State land tax Departments, and State valuers are going
over the whole country. Then there are
ul8'o shire valuers, and they are going all
over the country valuing land in every
shire in Victoria. With such an overlapping of activities, one would imagine
that we had money to burn. There are
actually three different sets of officers all
separately engaged in this business of
land valuation. I do not know that the
present Oommonwealth Government will
be able to do away with the Federal land
tax very quickly because of the shortage
of revenue. nlit I do say unhesitatingly
that we should get rid of every Federal
land tax valuer in the different States.
The State authority could value the land
just as well as the Commonwealth
authority, and if the Commonwealth land
tax is to be continued taxpayers could
pay it to the State authority just in the
same way as they pay Commonwealth
income tax to the State authority. Why
should there be valuers going round the
State making three sets of valuations
when one would do just as well? There is
no doubt that we must cut down the overlapping between Commonwealth and
State Departments. I am quite willing
to admit that there is no field of taxation that the Oommonwealth Parliament
does not think that it has a right to, and
no field that it does not enter.
:Mr. PRENDERGAST. - The Commonwealth Parliament did not do so until
the war broke out.
:Mr. ALLAN.-It has done so mighty
The time has arrived when
well since.
some clear line of demarcation should be
laid down between Commonwealth activities and State activities and between
Commonwealth fields for, taxation and
State fields for taxation.
:Mr. SOLLY.-YOU agree with Mr. Lang
on that policy-that some common agreement should be arrived at ~
Mr. ALLAN.-So far I have seen
nothing on which I could agree with
Mr. Lang, but something might turn up
later.
I have stated very clearly on a
good many occasions that in a time 'of
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crisis such as that through which we
are passing, we must lighten the burden
on the land-holders in some way or other.
Never mind how you do it, it has to be
done. I tell the House very deliberately
as a land-holder myself that there are
Honno land-holders doing any good.
orable members may say that the price
It is true that it
of produce may rise.
may rise, but there is a great gap
between primary produce and manuThe manufacturer is
factured goods.
sheltered in every way, while the primary
producer is not sheltered in any way,
although he has to sell his produce on
the London market, or on the basis 0 f
the London market.
I received a circular the other day which points out one
way in which we could take the load not
only off the primary producer but off
other people.
The circular was sent out
by the' hospitals, and I shall make a few
short quotations from it to show just
where we are goingEthyl-chloride.-This is used as an anaesthetic in liquid form, and is contained in
special glass tubes, holding about 3 oz.
The German price of these tubes is Is. 3d.
each, f.o.b., Hamburg. The British price of
these tubes is Is. 5d. each, f.o.b., London.
They could be landed at 2s. per tube, without
duty.
The duty, however, is 6s. per tube,
which makes the cost 8s.

The cost here is 8s. for an article which
can be bought in Germany for ls. 3d.
No wonder the hospitals are in difficulties.
Cotton wool.-The Victorian hospitals use
approximately 50 tons per annum.
A duty
of 4d. per lb. has betln imposed, which means
an extra charge of £2,000 per annum to
hospitals which are already in desperalte
straits.

Mi.,. HOLLAND.-Is it necessary to import cotton wool into Australia ~
Mr. ALLAN.-Well, the hospitals are
importing it.
Mr. HOLLAND.-Is it necessary to import it ~
Mr.. ALLAN.-I do not know; but if
it were made here the 'price would be
migh ty high.
Bismuth carbonate.-The f.o.b. price of the
imported article is 6s. 9d. per lb. The duty
is 8s. per lb., bringing the total cost to over
15s. per lb.

Mr.

PENNINGTON. - Who imposed
duties ~
Mr. ALLAN.-I believe they were imposed by the Scullin Government, but I
tho~e
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eU/IllOt answer the question authoritatively. I shal1 mention the effect of the
tariff on two other items, because I
believe the figures point the road to
what i.s necessary to bring Australia
back to prosperity.
It is 11ecessary to
take the load off the people by reducing
the tariff. The price of galvanized iron
iri Melbourne is £26 lOs. per ton, whereas
in England it is £9. Black wire is quoted
in England at £9 15s., while the price
in Melhourne is £19 8s. 6d.
Mr. COOlc-Are you blaming the State
Government for this ~
Mr. ALLAN.-I am not, but I am
quite in order in showing the House how
the load could be taken off the primary
producer. I quite realize that the tariff
is a Commonwealth matter, and I am
not blaming the State Government for it
at all, but I say that if we could give
the Australian producer wire and galvanized iron at the English prices there
would be no unemployment in the country districts of Victoria.
Mr. SLATER.-How much wire does
the average farmer use in a year ~
Mr. ALLAN.-In the aggregate, th(~
cost of wire and galvanized iron is tremendous. The tobacco-growers say that
the cost to them in that respect has been
very great. If the aggregate cost were
reduced by the amount of the duty anrl
the difference spent in giving employment, there would be little or no unemployment in the country districts.
Mr. COOle-You are condemning the
Lyons Government.
Mr. ALLAN.-I am not condemnin~
the Lyons Government at all. I would
not condemn a Government that has been
I would
in office only a few months.
give it a fair go, and I am inclined to
think that if the Lyons Government gets
a fair go I shall think more of it as it
goes on.
Another matter I want to mention is
unemployment. . I think the Government of this State has failed very badl;v
in respect of the administration of unemployment relief, inasmuch as it has
paid ,out nearly the whole of the money
raised for unemployment relief in absolute doles.
I do not believe that sustenance or the dole should be paid to
anybody unless the circumstances absolutely compel the. Government to pay· it.
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Mr. COOlc-In other words, starve the
unemployed.
Mr. ltLLAN.-That ill always the honOI'able member's catch cry.
I realize
that there are some poor people, such as
invalids, women, and children, to whorn
we might have to hand out the dole, but
I would not hand out the dole to allY
able-bodied man without telling him that
he had to do a certain amount of work
in return for the amount he received.
There is 110 doubt that we shall reduce
our people to the same state as the Ullemployed in England are in if we do
not mind.
I am told that there are
young men there who have never dOTlr
a day's work in their lives and who are
living on the dole.
They have no trade,
They do nor
and are at a dead end.
know how to get rid of the dole i"u
England, and when better times come in
Austrab l\ the problem of getting rid of
it here will be a very hard one for this
House to solve.
There are only two other matters I
wish to mention. We lost £801,000 last
year on soldier and civilian settlement.
It is, of course, very hard to arrive at an
estimate of what the settlers will pay,
but we have to admit that our whole
scheme of closer settlement has been a
failure. We cannot get away from that.
It has been carried out by so many
different Governments that it is no good
laying the blame on any Government,
but while it is almost an impossible task
to say just how we can put. the position
ill respect of closer settlement right, it
is a dead certainty that it must be put
right. We cannot allow the drift of
£800,000 a year to continue, otherwise all
of the State's assets will disappear.
}1r. HOLI,AND.-What is the cause of
the failure ~
Mr. ALLAN.-There are many causes,
and many Governments have exercised
contro1.
Mr. HOLLAND.-Did the highly-inflated
land values have anything to do with the
failure?
.
Mr. ALLAN.-Vel'Y little. It would
be possible to Hell the land bought in
the north of 'Victoria at a better. .price
than was paid for it. That land was not
bought above the market value. Some of
the estates that were purchased may have
been unsuitable for the purpose, and,
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Mr. DRAKEFoRD.-Because there were
therefore, they were bought too dearly.
Good land was obtained at its market Nationalist Goverllments in office for so
value. I should not like to say that it many years.
Mr. OAIN (to Mr. Allan).-Do you
was bought above its actual value,
especially when we consider the price ob- suggest that the railways should be sold
tained for produce sold in England at to private enterprise?
that time. The price of produce is now
Mr. ALLAN.-The Minister knows
at such a low level that it is hardly pos- that he could not sell them, because nosible to value the land.
body would buy them.
I wish to say a word or two about the
l\{r. OAIN.-But if you could sell them,
railways. Last year, the Hailway De- you would.
partment lost £1,489,000. That condition
:NIl'. ALLAN.-If I
could get
of affairs cannot go 011, and the fact must £74,000,000 for the railways, I should sell
be plain to everyone. Suppose the rail- them; but I should not sell them for
ways were under n private concerll, 'what £30,000,000. I have dealt ,,·ith finance,
would it do? That is a question we ulLemployment, land settlement, and t~e
should consider.
Parliament cannot raihvays. These are big questions, which
Any concern should have been included in the Lieumanage the railways.
politically controlled IS generally a ten an t-Governor' s Speech.
failure.
I do not wish to take up further time,
Mr. HOLLAND.-Do you know that the but a vote will be taken this evening to
American railway companies are asking decide whether the Government has the
the Government to take them over because confidence of the House. When I see
of their failure?
.
the way in which the Government is con:Mr. ALLAN.-The companies may be trolled by outside bodies, it is my duty
making such a request, but I do not think to tell it that it has not my confidence. I
that' the Government will take them over. say so because I wish to tell the Acting
I naturally ask what would a private Premier how I shall cast my vote. I
company do with the Victorian railways? realize that there is a great task before the
Mr. HOU,AND.-It would put up the Parliaments in rehabilitating Australia.
I remind Ministers that members on this
freights and cut down the wage~.
Mr. ALLAN.-The honorable member (the Opposition) side of the House have
('an tell the House these things later, he not refused to co-operate with them on
need not tell me now. I wish to give hon- big matters. I hope that the House will
Ql'able members my opinion. I am per- realize that the big question of rehabilifectly satisfied that a private concern tating Australia is really a matter for
would reduce the freights and fares. It Parliament. I trust that any Governwould say, " We have lost this trade, we ment that attempts to rehabilitate the
country will not be subjected to severe
must get it back."
We did not criticize the
Mr. TouTcHER.-The Minister of Rail- criticism.
Ho~an Government in regard to the Preways ,proposes to do so.
miers' plan, because the plan was a defiMr. ALLAN.-I do not know what nite attempt to rehabilitate Australia. I
he is going to do, but that is what I hope that any Government that honestly
should do. The railways will have to endeavours to put Australia's finances in
heat the motor traffic. The railways a sound position will recei,Te fair treathave the best tracks. Railway tracks are rmmt.
hetter than any roads. There is no comMr. McLACHLAN (Gippsland North).
parison between what a motor vehicle -When the Premiers' plan was enacted, I
and a rail way train can carry. I have supported it, and I have not altered my
seen 50 loaded trucks travelling through views on it. If it were necessary in the
my district. Surely such a train can days when it was constnlCted, it certainly
successfully compete with motor vehicles. is very necessary now. I cannot see that
-' Mr. DRAKEFoRD.-The railways' have any particular impr,ovement has been
5s. interest to payout of every £1 they made in the financial position of this
earn.
State; on the contrary, the position is
Mr. ALLAN.-Why is there not a sink- reflected in the figures dealing with unemployment, which apparently is increasing
ing fund ~
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in this country. I intend, of course, to
support the amendm.ent moved by the
Leader of the Opposition.
When a
Government assumes command of the
Treasury bench-be it a Labour, or
Nationalist, or Oountry party Government-that Government, irrespective of the decrees of party organizations, sbould legislate for the general
welfare of the State.
The moment
a party ap.points a Government, it
ceases to a large extent to confine its
interests to its own party; as a matter
of fact, it must do so, and it has to giv€
some consideration to proposals that may
emanate from other parties. It is for
that reason tha.t a Government should act
in the general interests of the country.
When the Premiers' plan came before the
House, it was completed, not by Olle party,
but by all the parties, and they were assisted by political economists and departmental heads. That such an instrument
as was created for the public good in a
time of unprecedented depression should
not be renewed is too big· a question
for anyone party to determine.
It is a national matter, and when
questions bearing on it are submitted to
the Leader of the Government, h:rring regard to all these circumstances, and bearing in mind the present financial positioll
of the State, there should not be any hesitancy in his giving a direct answer. If
there be hesitancy or any disposition to
put off the answer to another day, the
Government, in my opinion, is courting
defeat, and it must accept the treatment
that other Governments have been C0111pelled to take, because of procrastination.
I much regret that the Premier is
absent from 'Victoria, and all of us hope
that he will recover his health during his
tour. I feel sure that if the Premier were
in Victoria at the present time, he wou'ld
have resented in strong language the intrusion that has been made in this matteI',
and he would have received able support
from the Minister of Public Works, Mr.
J ones, who is the Leader for the Government in the Legislative Oouncil.
Mr.
~J ones, I consider, must be acknowledged
to be competent to express an authoritative opinion on the financial condition of
this country. All will agree, I think,
with that. Mr. Jones has stated emphatically that the plan must be renewed.
I am sure that the Premier would say the
Mr. McI,achlafi.
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same thing if he were in Victoria. J
appreciate the attitude of the Government in the matter, and I can appreciate
the attitude of all other members of the
House, with the exception of two members
who do not belong to a party. All parties
in this House are subject more or less to
the will of the organizations with which
they are associated. If that were not so,
the parties would cease to exist. If tbe
Nationalist pa.rty in this House intended
to do something which the organizatioll
cOlltrolling it did not want it to do, what
would happen to the members who represellt that organization in Parliament?
They would be acting in defiance of the
expressed will of the organization. The
same position would apply in relation to
members of the Labour party who openly
defied the expressed will of the body COlltrolling that party. There is nothing OUl
of the way from that stand-point in what
the Labour organization is now doing.
Party is placed before country, and the
represelltatives of the Labour party in
this House are memuers of a party. If a
man is not satisfied with the views of his
party, there is a certain course open to
him, and that is to resign from the party.
If he takes up the attitude that his party
comes first, and that, in his belief, it is the
best party for the country, he is entitled
to remain in the party. If he leaves that
party, and becomes a member of a Government which has the general welfare
of the country at heart, he has no right,
in my opinion, to bring the views of his
former party into the Cabinet room.
The statement has been made by the
:Minister of Public Works that he does not
intend to observe the expressed will of
the organization controlling his party. If
he does not observe it, he may resign from
the party, or he may be driven out of it.
He would not be the first man who has
had to leave his party, because of his convictions, and it is no discredit to a man
to leave his party when he cannot accept
its views. One man associates himself
with the Labour party, because he believes
that it represents his view
on
political matters. Another man joins the
Nationalist party, and another joins the
Oountry party for the same reason. On
the other hand, for the sake of his party
or his country, a man may efface himself
politically. That was done recently in
the Old Country by Mr. Ramsay
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MacDonald, and he will have to take the depression. I think that the country
consequences. What the future holds in would have been grateful for the services
store for him, I do not know, but he rendered to it by such a Government, and
believed that the step he took was in the at the end of the depression would have
best interests of the nation. I should pre- been prepared to reinstate Mr. Hogan at
fer the present Government in this State the head of a Labour Ministry. I still
to take a similar step, and it is not too hold that view.
In my opinion, the problem conlate now for it to do so. If the Government will announce emphatically to-night fronting this country is too big for any
In the interests
that it intends to renew the Premiers' one party to solve.
plan, the present trouble which is now of this State and of Australia, the
facing this House, and which might be very best team that can be got together
regarded as waste of time, because there ~ould be selected for a new Ministry. I
is still important business to do, would be do not think that a man like the honorable
member for Swan Hill could be excluded
ended.
If a vote is taken on the amendment, from a Government of this sort.
and the Government is defeated, who is to I do not know that Dr. Harris could be
take up the work of this House? I pre- excluded, nor do I think the honorable
sume that the Leader of the Opposition member for N unawading could be exwould be sent for by Ilis Excellency the cluded. Despite his calling and all that
Lieutenant-Governor. The Leader of the calling brings to him, which is much, I
Opposi tion has done the bulk of the work believe that the honorable member for
performed on this (the Opposition) side Nunawading is prepared to make a subof the House in the present Par- stantial sacrifice in the interests of his
liament, and he bas done it well. country. I should also be prepared to
Although he may be entrusted by admit our friend the Attorney-General
His Excellency with the task of into such a Ministry. He displayed conforming a l\1inistry, I wallt to say that spicuous ability in handling the financial
any Government that is formed at a time emergency measures last year. However,
like the present should be the strongest I do not care who the members of such
)Iinistry that this Parliament can pro- a :l\1inistry are so long as that Ministry
.
duce. -.A weak Government will not ac- is strong.
With a good many others, I feel that a
complish much in face of the oppositioll
that it will meet, and particularly the change such as I have described should be
opposition to the Premiers' plan that is made immediately. I can see in other
so serious in another State at the present States increased support being given to
time. The future of a GoVer11ment formed a form of government in which I do not
in these circumstances would depend believe. It may be right, but neverthelargely on the team selected by the new less I do not believe in it. Support for
Premier. It should be a Government of that form of government is also spreadall the talents, and, in my opinion, if the ing in Victoria, and it may inferentially
difficulty in front of us now is not settled be suggested that the present attitude of
satisfactorily in the next hour or two, an the Ministry could be construed as an
effort should be made to invite the Min- instalment of that undesirable form of
ister of Public Works to accept office in a government. I think that the Ministry
new Ministry such as I have suggested. He believes in the Premiers' plan, but at the
would then take his proper place in the present time we want a l\{inistry so strong
affairs of this State. I think that the pre- that it will combat the influences to which
sence of Mr. Jones in a Ministry of ~ll the I have referred, and that lEnistry mnst
talents would give the people of this State consist of men with acknowledged talent
great confidence as to the future. In the and strong character, men who are capearly stages of the depression, I suggested able of saying "yes" when the affirma~
that Mr. Hogan, who had discharged his tive is required, and "no" when the
duties as Premier fearlessly and well, negative is necessary. I do not care from
should resign, and a Government shouln. which part of the J-Iouse the members of
be formed representing all parties, with the Government come. It can inclnc1~
Mr. Hogan at its head, that Government one or two members on the Ministerial
to remain in office until the end of the side. .It can embrace Mr. Jones, but it
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certainly should include the very best
talent which this State can procure at the
present time. If that came about, C011fidence would be given to the people of
Australia in general, and of this State
in particular.
What is our position just now?
Hecently I have been among the people
who are suffering most from the depressed conditions, the people who always
do suffer at every crisis. I refer to the
working people. I diP. not go to the
police stations or the municipal chambers to obtain a list of those who are out
of work; but I visited the homes of the
people themselves. I saw the conditions
obtaining in their homes, the careworn
look of the women and the poorly-clad
children.
I listened to their pathetic
story.
I realized the extent of the
struggle which those people have had since
the depression began. I do not wa.nt to
mention all these cases, for that would
take too long-I have a small book filled
with information regarding them-but I
will mention a case in my own town
where there is a home with twelve
ehildren. The father cannot get work.
Two of the children are earning money,
one girl is receiving 258. a week, and another g~rl 15s. a week. That is a total
of £2 a week for fourteen mouths. I
asked the mother how she carried on, and
she replied that it was a terrible struggle.
That case is in the country-in Gippsland-where things are not supposed to
be nearly as bad as they are ill the city.
I believe that conditions there are not so
bad as obtain in the city. I ask, "Why
should I have to stand here to defend a
plan which I supported nearly twelve
months ago when a problem like that is
before me? " I told the people ·whom I
snw that I wou1d do the utmost I possibly
could to get this Honse to pass such a
mensnre rlealing ,yith unemp10yment re1ief flS "\vonld result in providing, not sustenance, but work. I do not Slly that we
could construct a perfect plan, but at
least we conlrl do better than we have
done in the past. Various schemes have
heen suggesf<>d in this House, and surely
it is not beyond the capacity of man to
devise something which will provide work
instead of sustenance. I have made a
promise to the people, and I feel in duty
hound to hononr it. Whatevm' Government succeeds the present Adminis-tration
M..". J! cLachlan.
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under existing conditions-if any doesI shall press very strongly that before
there is any move in any other direction,
such a measure as that to which I have
referred should be passed by this House
in the best possible form, a measure
emanating from a Ministry consisting of
talented men. It is an all-important
question, and I dare say that there is not
a member of this House who ha.s not told
his constituents that he is prepared to
support such a measure. Everybody is
sick and tired of the dole business. I
did not hear one person in the many
homes which I visited uphold the dole.
What is the good of the dole? What is
the use of 15s. 6d. a week to a man with
a wife and five children? How can they
live on that? The workers with families
do not want the dole; they want work.
They say that in a country like Victoria,
with its limited ,population and undeveloped resources, work could and ought
to be found for them by the Government
What did strong Labour
of the day.
supporters say at the last Oommonwealth
elections? There was a little group of a
dozen in my electorate. Eleven of them
said, " We cannot get any money out of
the present Government. Let us go over
to the side where we will get money." I
do not know whether they have obtained
money yet, but at any rate that was the
feeling at the time.
:Mr. SLATER.-That poor old chap is
still out on the hoarding asking for a
job.
:Mr. J\{cLAOHLAN.-There are a
great many asking for jobs, and they are
entitled to get an answer in the shape of
work immediately. We should not put
off the work of this House for five or six
weeks while we try to achieve something
else.
The promise regarding an unemployment relief Bill that has been made
by, I suppose, every member of this
House, should be honoured.
Lieut.-Ool. KNox.-An e1ection would
find work for a good many.
},fr. McJ-lAOHLAN.-I do not subscribe to an election. This House has
seyen months to run, and an election at
the present time would cost from £20,000
to £25,000. Are honorable members justified in voting that sum of money in view
of the financial condition of the State?
What do they expect to get by an election? It has been said that the House is
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unworkable. I have supported the Government in many critical times, and
would support it again under similar conditions. I was subj(o:cted to a good deal
of abuse in connexion with some of the
votes which I gave in this House. I have
probably been abused by both sides of
the House, but I do not mind that. When
I have made up my mind on a matter, I
am not particular what is said then. The
prospective change may produce another
Government, having the same object in
Viiew, namely, to do the work of the
country. I am prepared to give the new
Government as good support as I can. I
have given the present Government a
good run, as I did its predecessor.
:Further, if ever I left the House when
it was sitting, I told the heads of the
Governments that if they were in trouble
they could send for me.
That is the
kind of support which I have given. I
can tell the prospective leu(Jer of the next
Government that he can inform the
Lieutenant-Governor that, if it will assist
in making this House workable, he will
get my support. I feel quite certain that
he will probably get the support of one or
two other members who are unattached.
That is the attitude I shall assume in
eonnexion with any change of Government that may take place. I do not think
that we should embark upon what may
be termed party matters. The workers,
men and women alike, belong to all
parties, and the Government should be
in much the same position until such time
as the State has passed through its
troubles. If it was good enongh to establish a National Government in Great
Britain, it is surely good enough for a
little State like 'Victoria to have a
National Government too. Until the employment of the workers is on a sounder
basis, we shall never be out of uur
trou bles. The desire to solve the unemployment problem is uppermost in the
minds of all of us.
There is another qlleRtion, and une of
great importance, that I wish briefly to
1'('fer to. We have had 3. eOllference, and
that cOllference is unfinlshed. The people
directly concerned in it are just about
tired of coming to Parliament, and they
have almost said that this is about the
Inst time they will refer the question to
us. I am referring, o~ course, to soldier
settlement. Our soldiers made enormous
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sacrifices for their country during the
war, and it is up to Parliament to endeavour to put soldier settlemellt on a better
footing. I l?elieve that the Minister of
Lands has made an honest effort to evolve
a scheme which will be acceptable to the
soldiers.
But the conference that he
called together has not finished its
labours. Assuming that this Governmellt
goes out of office-and it "'."ill go out of
office unless something unexpected happens-what will the effect be Up011 the
the scheme to put soldier settlement on
a sounder basis ~ The returned soldiers
are entitled to be considered. Like unemployment, the position of soldier settlement must be made the subject of om'
consideration before Ull eleetion is decided upon. It is the duty of all members of this House to get together in an
endeavour to solve the unemployment
question, and it is no less their duty to
get together for the purpose of placing
soldier settlement on a more satisfactory
hasis.
I have very little more to say. I think
we have reached the stage when we may
expect a further statement to be made
by the Acting Premier. If the honorable
gentleman will state, unequivocally, that
the Premiers' plan legislation will be reenacted, then ,ve can proceed with the
business of the House. If he does not.
make snch a statement, the ill€'vitablc result will be the defeat of 1"he Government.
I regret the necessity for tha t. Personally, I vV'ould have preferred that the
Premier should land ill I.london as the
holder of that positimi. He woull then
have got the ,velcome that. h(> 1£ cntitled
to receive aR the Preml('r who, in the
most trying period of 'Victoria's history,
took up the reins of goyernment when
other public men were unwilling to assume command. He had to face opposition from his own people.
:Mr. EVERAHD.-Are yon correctly
stating t.he position?
~ir. l\lcIJAOHLAN.-Yes. Nobody on
this side of the Honse showed any desire to shoulder the burden, and the Premier is deserving of great credit for his
courflg(~.
vVhen the history of Victoria
comeR t.o be written, the present Premier
will he given a prominent place in it.
He nearly killed himself by overwork.
We all hope that he will completely recover.
0
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Mr. TUNNECLIFFE (Acting Pre~
mier) .-1 anticipated, in view of the importance of the amendment which was
submitted by the Leader of the Opposition last night, that quite a number of
honorable members would feel it in-cum bent upon them to give some reasons
why the Government no longer retains
the confidence of the House.
There
seems to be an extraordinary unwillingness on the part of honorable members
to give expression to their views. It may
be that they have no opinions on the matter, or it may be that they are incompeten t or unable to :find any good reason
for sup.porting the amendment submitted
by the Leader of the Opposition. Those
honorable members who have been brave
enough to catch the Speaker's eye and to
-express their opinions have certainly not
added anything to the somewhat scanty
challenge which was issued by the Leader
of the Opposition. Let us glance over
the honorable member's speech. He certainly indulged in a little gentle banter of
the mover and seconder of the Addressin-Reply. But he seemed to be very much
at a loss to :find anything to say. In
justice to him, let me at once say that I
know him to be capable of very much
better things. I t would be a sorry day
for us if the debating capacity of the
House was to be judged by the effort that
he put forward last night in his attempt
to :find condemnatory language in which
to denounce the Government.
I have
hurriedly perused his speech. He was
kind enough to make available to me the
If ansard proof of it, as I had not an opportunity last nig'ht of listening attentively to what he had to say. I had other
matters to attend to, and was very busy.
I will touch upon the essential parts
of the speech which the Leader of the
Opposition made.
After delivering
a discourse upon the tariff-which by
the way does not concern honorable members of this Ohamber at
all-he wound up by declaring that
he was not here
to discuss the
tariff.
And then he questioned the
economies of the Government. He gave
a vague general statement to the effect
that the Budget contained evidence, and
that
the Supplementary Estimates
would contain more evidence-because
he was in the mood for prophesyingthat this Government had not brought
about any economies in administration.

Address-in-Reply:

I will take an opportunity a Ii ttle later to
deal with that charge, which seems to be
the only one of importance made by the
Leader of the Opposition before he submitted his amendment.
Then, after
having indulged in a good deal of
party criticism and innuendo as to
the methods by which this
(the
Ministerial) party carried on the
Government of the country, he deprecated, so unctuously, the introduction of
party politics at this time of national
crisis. "'Tis true, 'tis pity; and pity 'tis,
'tis true," that any responsible Leader of
a political party should seize an opportunity such as this, when the whole nation
is in the throes of :financial alJd economic
crisis, to indulge in a piece of obvious
party political pleading, not with the object of improving the financial condition
of the State, but with the sole purpose of
securing the Treasury bench, so that he
and his party may have an opportunity of
playing ducks and drakes with the financial situation. He accuses this Government of having no constructive policy.
We look in vain for any suggestion of
policy enunciated by the Leader of the
Opposition in his responsible position as
an aspirant for Ministerial honours. Not
the slightest shadow of an indication was
there of what he intended to do. But if we
are to take the policy enunciated by some
(,f the gentlemen associated with his party,
then we know that part of that policy will
be to bring about a substantial reduction
in the wages of this community. That
has been indicated already in published
statements emanating from members of
the party with which the Leader of the
Opposition is associated. There is to be
interference with the industrial tribunals
of the land with the object of bringing
about a 10 per cent. cut in the real wage~
of the men and women who are living
to-day on the basic wage, which is only
sufficient, according to the classic declaration of the late Mr. Justice Higgins, to
provide a man and his wife, and their
three children, with a meagre standard of
comfort. These people propose to violate
the sanctity of the law; there is a suggestion that there should be a repudiation of
the orders of the Courts so as to bring
about an arbitrary reduction in the standard of the men and women who are on
the bread line.
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The Leader of the Opposition was
very careful, of courso, not to indic~te that as his policy, or. the policy of
hIS party; but that is one of the recommendations emanating from members of
the party with which he is associated, and
with whom he was actively concerned in
securing their return to the Commonwealth Parliament only a few months ago.
r do not want to follow the Leader of the
Opposition into the d~main of prophecy.
I am content to deal WIth these acute problems as they arise, and from moment to
moment. In the words of the hymnI do not ask to see
The distant scene-Ollt3 step enough fo1' me.

But the Leader of the Opposition wants
to cast ,his mind into the future, and anticipate what is going to happen two or
three years hence, and to make provision
now to meet it.
A Government 'which
lives from day to day, and continues to
live, is a very fortunate Goyernment in
these trying times. The Deputy Leader
of the Opposition has interjected. I
understand that he suggests that a Gov.ernment which lives nowadays is unfortunate. That is a matter of opinion, but
the honorable member has seconded a
motion, the object of which is to make
him one of the unfortunates.
I turn now to. another quondam leader
of the Nationalist party, or to ,,,hat I
might describe as an attache of the
Nationalist party. I refer to the honor··
able member for Rodney.
He delivered
o~e of his pleasant, but apparently aggresSIve speeches, the tone of which was more
aggressive than its matter. He has one
of those rich Scotch burrs, and it tends
to make his statements seem to be of transcendental importance. He complained of
the tardiness of this Government in bringing down economic proposals. N otwithstanding its tardiness--even admitting
that, which I do not-the honorable
member for Rodney conspired with other
members on his side of the House during
the hO.le of last session to delay the
apphcatIOn of those very proposals which
thIS Government brought down.
Mr. ALLAN.-That is not true.
Mr. TUNNECLIFFE.-The honorable
member only added to the tardiness and
further protracted the debates as lo~g as
he could. In the end, we had to have an
unprecedented period of all-night sittings

:v
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to gf't anything done at all. The Leader
of the Opposition went away from this
lIouse sadly disgruntled because we were
allowed to do anything.
The honorable
member for Rodney complains. He has
no right to complain. It is certainly no
concern of his that one of his fellow
countrymen, :Mr. DOll Cameron, has made
a wild and weird statement in the
columns of the press. I am not sure that
he did make it. I do not believe everything that appears in the Herald. I have
had attributed to me within the last
month or so, under double column headings, or headings running across the page,
statements which have run from a column
to a column and a half, when all I have
really said to the reporter has been,
a Good morning; there is no news to-day."
The way in which the reporter has set it
forth has been, "The A.cting Premier
has no statement to make in regard to the
present political situation.
Matters remain just as they were." That is thn
way in which my views have been set out
when I have said nothing more thaTl.
"Good morning; there is no news fol'
you." I think the honorable member fo),
Rodney was rather unwise to quote such
an irresponsible journal as the Herald
undoubtedly is. But what right has he to
complain, after all, if Mr. Cameron, who
is the President of our executive, did
make a statement like that, seeing that
the honorable member's own one-time
~onoure~~Leader, with whom he was equal
m all thmgs, on one occasion dissembled
his love, and kicked him downstairs because a certain conference had carried a
resolution concerning that Leader, and
what he ought to do in the future. The
honorable member for Rodney was not
even consulted beforehand as to what was
going to happen to him. Mr. Lawson
said, "Out you go, neck and crop; lock,
stock, and barrel; the whole bally lot of
you. You are not fit to deal with decent
people." For quite a long time, the hon?rable me~?er .for Rodney was not "playmg speaks WIth the then Premier and
there has been bitterness which has' only
grown through the years, until to-day it
is impossible to obtain unity between the
~ ationalist and Country parties, unless it
IS to down a Labour Government. That is
the only thing they can possibly agree
upon. They do not like one another but
they like us less. So, whenever they get
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an opportunity, they dissemble their love,
and combine for the purpose of outing
Labour. We all know the old story about
the gentleman who could not keep King
Charles's head out of any discussion in
The honorable
which he was involved.
member for Rodney is just like that individual. He brings the tariff in, with all
its gory locks, on a platter, and presents
it to this Chamber, which has absolutelv
J10thing to do with the matte;,
and denounces the Oommonwealth Government for not doing certain things
which it ought to have done, and
for leaving undone things which it ought
not to have done. I have got that reference rather mixed. I should have said,
"for leaving undone those things which
it ought to have done, and for doing
those thillgS which it ought not to have
done." 'Yhen one has been long associated with politics, one is apt to' forget
one's earlier religious training, but I was
llurtured 011 that kind of thing and remembered it when I was vcry young.
Mr. KENT I-IUGHEs.-N ow dissociate
Salome with the head on a platter from
King Charles's head, and you will have
('yeryfhing correct.
1,,1 r. TUNNECIJIFFE.-Mv reference
to King Charles's head was c~rrect. We
all know about Salome, but that is another story altogether. The sum total of
t.he criticism against the Government put
forward by the combined intelligence of
the Country party under the leadership
of the honorable member for Hodney, the
Oountry Progressive party under the
leadership of the honorabl~ member for
Korong and Eaglehawk, the N'ationalists
under the leadership of the Leader
of the Opposition, and the Young
Nationalists, who, forsooth, have been
strangely silent because they are not
quite sure of their position, and
the only rcason givcn to the people
of the community why we should be
turned out of office is that some other
Government introduced a tariff which it
should not have introduced. Because the
honorable member fo], Rodney was
kicked out of a Government on account of
something his party did, or because of
some other weird and strange happening
of that kind, this Government no longer
posseRses the confidence of the House! I
do not want to weary the Ohamber with
a lengthy statement. I feel that the record
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of this Government will stand compa.rison
with the record of any Government that
has ever occupied the Treasury bench in
this State. I go further than that, and
say that an unbiased examination of the
figures will show that the attitude of this
Government and the accomplishment of
this Government will compare favorably
with the attitude and accomplishment
of any State Government in A ustralia during this time of crisis, or
even with that of the Oommonwealth
Government itself. I would point out
to those
honorable members who
want to displace this Government that the
N ationa.list Government in WeRtern A ustralia has simply sat tight and 110t
seriously attempted to implement the Premiers' plan; that the Nationalist Government of Tasmania was severely reprimanded by the Commonwealth Treasurer because it had failed to implement
the Premiers' plan; and that the
Nationalist Government of Queensland
was also taken to task because it had
failed to implement the Premiers' plan.
South Australia and Victoria, both
governed by Labour Governments, are
the only two States that have lived right
up to the expectations of the Premiers'
plan, and of the two Victoria is the
better. It is very difficult to understand
the state of mind of honorable members
o.pposite when they propose a vote of
want of confidence in a Government for
doing everything it was asked to df), and
then some over, while the Leader of the
Nationalist Government of Quee.nsland
l1as nothing to submit to the Premiers'
Oonference. There is an election pending
in Queensland, and far be it from such
an astute Nationalist politician to submit anything for consideration which
might re-act upon the Queensland Government when the electors are called
upon to make a decision.
Mr. DUNSTAN.-Is there not an election
pending here, too?
Mr. TUNNECI,jIFFE.-I am not sure.
The honorable member appears to be
better informed on the subject than I
am. He may have his information direct
from the stable. So far as I know, there
is no election pending here, and I say
it would be a public scandal if £10,000
of nublie money were expended at the
present time in appealing to the people to
eleet a Government to do something
which this Government has already done
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satisfactorily and well. It has received
praise and appreciation from all the
financial authorities who have been in·
vestigating this problem, and. yet, for·
sooth, the Nationalists, in the interests
of the safety of the nation-remember,
the safety of the na.tion must come first!
-want to displar.e a Government that
has done the job in order to put in a
Government formed from the party that
in three other States has absolutely failed
to do the job, or even to tackle it at all.
Mr. MALTBY.-We are concerned only
as to the future.
Mr. TUNNECLIFFE.-It is strange
tha.t the honorable member is living always in the future. There are some
people who have no past, who are nonexistent in the present, but who are hoping that some day they will develop into
fully-fledged politicians.
All young
They
members have that aspiration.
dream of the time when they will occupy
the Treasury bench. I had a vision the
other day.
I saw the Leader of the
Opposition-Mr. KENT HUGHEF:1.-Don't get prophetic.
Mr. TUNNECLIFFE.-I am not
prophesying; I am recalling facts. I recall the Leader of the o.pposition standing in a gay assemblage while important
aud gilded personages passed by.
I
could see the anticipatory look in his
eye. He was wondering when the time
would come when he would walk just a
little ahead of the ordinary Labour man
who preceded him-"when the time would
come when he, as the Premier of the
Stat~, might follow His Excellency into
I
the Important places of the State.
could see th~ ghosts passing by," and I
could see the Leader of the o.pposi tion
wondering, "Ro"w long, 0. Lord, how
long will it be before the opportunity
He has waited very
comes to me?"
patiently, he has served so many Governments so servilely, he has fetched and
carried so seriously and earnestly, that
really he does deserve some recompense
for all his patient waiting and contem~
plation of the future. That future may
be realized not very far from now. I do
110t want to dwell on that aspect.
I want to draw the attention of the
House to the record of this Government,
and just briefly to make a comparison
hCtWN'l1 its record and the r\!e(t1·~s of pre-
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vious Governments that have occupied
the Treasury bench. Then I shall ask
honorable members, if they can vote free
from party bias, to judge us upon the
facts and the evidence, not upon the
imagination, on the realities, not upon
dreams.
I have here figures that
,prove that when Labour Ministries have
been in office in Victoria, expenditure
was substantiall.y lower than it was during those periods whetJ either the honorable member for Rodney or Sir William
McPherson, who was the predecessor of
the present Leader of the o.ppositiol1,
was Premier of this State. In 1926·27,
during which the honorable member for
Rodney was in office for ten months, and
the present Premier for the remaining
two months, the expenditure from
revenue was £27,019,000. I am leaving
out unemployment relief figures. In the
following year, when the present
Premier was in office for the full
twelve months, he managed to reduce the expenditure to £26,730,000.
In the following year, the Hogan Government was in office for only four months,
and Sir William McPherson was Premier for the remaining eight months.
The expenditure immediately jumped up,
not to the Hogan Government's figures
of the previous year, but to nearly
£250,000 above the 1926-27 figures.
.During 1929-30, when the McPherson
Government was in offi,ce for five months,
and the Estimates were submitted by
th3:t ::Ministry, the expenditure went up
to £27,909,000. The Hogan Government
again assumed office, and it immediately
reduced the expenditure to £26,367,000.
The estimated expenditure for the present
year is £23,606,000.
These figures are
supplied by the Treasurer's Department,
and if they reveal anything it is this:
That under Labour Governments there has
been sound economical administration,
and that definite economies have been
introduced into the expenditure of the
State, and also that always when the
Nationalist party or the Country party
has been in office, the expenditure has
immediately gone up.
I ask honorable
members not to judge us on dreams, but
on realities, and not on the imaginings of
the o.pposition, but on facts and figure1:l.
The same position is revealed in eonnexion with loan expenditure.
In
1926·27, when the Allan Government
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was in office, the loan expenditure was
£8,781,000, but in 1930-31, the Hogan
Government reduced the loan expenditure to £3,553,000. I am quoting figures
that have been sllPplied by Treasury
officials. I had not seen them until this
moment.
I gave no directions about
the figures.
Sir ST.ANLEY ARGYLE.-YOU must be
leaving some out.
Mr. TUNNEOLIFFE.-I am show··
ing that the loan expenditure of the
Allan Government was £8,000,000, and
that
of
the
Hogan
Government
£3,000,000.
Because Opposition members cannot refute the figures, some of
them begin to side-track the matter by
dragging in all sorts of red herrings.
[t is an old political dodge, and the honorable member for Rew has acquired it
more quickly than any other honorable
member. He came into this House as
a paladin of honour and as a Rhodes
scholar.
He was given his positioH
because of his integrity, training, and
high educational attainments, but it wa~
not long before even the honorable member for Rodney could not give him fI
start in dragging odorous leads across
the trail, and he can do it better than
any other honorable member in the
House.
It is not a brilliant accom·
plishment, but I give him credit for
having attained perfection in it, such as
it is.
The Premiers' plan accomplished
things that were forced on the Government by the economic position which wal;
realized by the Labour Government long
before it was by the Nationalist part:y.
Members of the Labour party followed
the present Premier in his ctiticism of
the Nationalist Government for its extravagance and its improper and almost
dishonest bookkeeping methods.
He
showed that it was paying interest out of
borrowed money, and denounced the
practice on the floor of the House.
Mr. ANGUS.-You followed the practice in the next year.
Mr. TUNNEOLIFFE.-Becanse the
Nationalist Government had established
a bad precedent, and because it was impossible to extricate the finances in one
year.
However~ we
extricated the
finances, but a Nationalist Government
did not do so. We attacked the matter,
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and introduced legislation to make it
impossible for any corrupt Nationalist
Government to do in the future what had
been done in the past.
Mr. ANGUs.-And then you tried to
raid the Country Roads Board Fund.
Mr. KENT HUGHEs.-What did the
Auditor-General say?
Mr. TUNNEOLIFFE.-When we introduGed a measure to make it impossible
for a corrupt Government to do these
shady financial tricks, the Opposition
opposed it.
Those honorable members
do not like to be limited-neither does
We
the burglar nor the pickpocket.
passed the legislation, and the result is
that the finances of this State are in a
much sounder position than they would
otherwise have been.
Let us look at the vote for contingencies. In 1926-27 the Allan Government
made prOVISIon for £778,000.
The
Leader of the Opposition referred to the
vote for contingencies in a casual way
as being one of the things that would
possibly reveal extravagance on the part
of the Hogan Government.
As I have
said, in 1926-27 the Allan Government
provided for a contingency vote of
£778,000, but in the following year the
Hogan Government reduced the amount
to £669,000, and our estimate for this
year is £598,000. Are those figures not
evidence of sound economical administration?
Because this Government has
done these things, is it a reason that it
should be displaced? I noticed that the
Opposition dared not attack the financial
position.
Members of the Opposition
hedged on the matter.
Mr. TouTcHER.-Did they?
~Ir. TUNNEOLIFFE.-The honorable member for Stawell and Ararat had
better remain silent in regard to sidestepping things.
He has been recognized as such a master that no Government has admitted him.
They were all
afraid he might desert his benefactors,
and so he has remained a private member.
I will now deal with economies effected
in my own Departments. If called upon,
the other Ministers will deal with what
has been done in their Departments.
Let us take the Children's Welfare Department.
There have been greater
calls on it because of the depression,
nevertheless we have reduced expenditure
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to a substantial extent.
At Bayswater
we have developed a scheme that was
devised by myself in conjunction with
the officers, and we are maintaining boys
in a home at a cost of lOs. a week pel'
head.
Under the Nationalist administration, each boy's maintenance cost 308.
a week at Hoyal Park. There they were
cramped in narrow ce11s, no playground
was provided, and they had no opportunity of improvement.
At Bays'water
there is a farm.
The establishment has
a good open area, a dairy herd and a
swimming bath, and so the boys have
opportunities to develop.
Under the
Nationalist administration each child cost
30s. a ,veek, but he did not have nearly
the same conditions as he now has. The
change has been brought abo'lt mainl~T
through re-organization, economies, and
a closer scrutiny of payments, and we
have reduced the annual expenditure
from almost £26 to £21 per child.
We
have re-organized
the
Department,
although it has a smaller staff. We are
also conducting inspectorial work more
efficiently, and are getting sound and
beneficial results.
Let us take the Penal Department.
The daily average llumber of prisoner,l:!
increased from 1,014 in 1927-28 to 1,420
in 1931-32. Notwithstanding the greater
ll\lmber of people under Government carr,
we have increased the staff by only five:
and reduced the cost of the Department
by 30 per cent.
Is that a reason why
the Government should be displaced? Is
that justification for the amendment ~
Is the fact that the Labour Government
has reduced the adm'inistration costs of
a ~epartment by 30 per cent., and is
carmg for more than 400 extra prisoners
a warrant to ask the people to endorse
a Nationalist Government? That result
was obtained by better administration.
I shall turn now to the Lunacy Department. The daily average number of
patients increased from 5,840 in 1927-28,
to 6,178 in 1931-32. The average cost of
administering the Department has been
reduced from £79 4s. 5d. per head in
1927-28, to £73 3s. per head. There has
been no reduction in the food supplies
and clothing, or other amenities to which
the unfertunate inmates are entitled. Because of attention given to sound administration and detail in management, the cost
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of that Department has been substantially
reduced.
In the administration of the Police Department, the Government has effected
savings, compared with 1929-30, of a total
amount of £134,000. Honorable members
will see that while the efficiency of the
Force has been maintained, and while
there are approximately 120 more police
110W than there were in 1927-28, the cost
of the Department bas been reduced by
£134,000. Is that a reason ,vhy the GoYCrlllllent should not retain the confidence
of the people? Surely if there is any reason why a Government should enjoy that
confidence at a time like the present, it is
that it has been 'economical in administration, and has been efficient, and carried
on the work of the country in the best interest.s of the people as a whole.
I shall now refe1' to the Travancore
Eroperty, at Flemington. I give the
Leader of the Opposition credit for good
intentions when he took up the office of
Ohief Secretary for a brief term immediately after the Department had been administered by myself, but he turned down
the soundest proposition that had ever
been put up to a Gover'nment. I had proposed to reserve Janefield Sanatorium for
the treatment of mentally defective children, but because a Labour Minjster had
initiated the policy, the present Leader
of the Opposition was not geuerous
enough or big enough to realize a good
thing when he saw it, and he turned down
the scheme and purcbased the Travancore
property. It was one of the most unfortunate purchases made by any Minister.
The building was an old dilapidated one
which had been idle for many years, and
it was almost impossible to renovate or
restore it. Notwithstanding that the present Government has spent £5,000 on reconditioning, the roofs leak at every
joint, and the officers of the Public Works
Department are finding the task of reconditioning the building almost insuperable.
It has a large area of cellar space that
could not be satisfactorily occupied, and
an immense floor space, the keeping in
order of which will necessitate the employlllent of a staff considerably larger than
should be legitimately employed. It was
a purchase which will cost this State a
lot of money before we are done with it.
Travanc~re has been reconditioned as far
as that work could pissibly be done, and
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the cost to the Government has been
£23,000. For that amount, we could have

erected a first class institution at J anefield, built and equipped on modern lines,
and which could have been effectively administered in the best interests of the unfortunate children who, I intended, should
be treated there. The fact l'emains that
the Government is committed to the Travancore purchase. The' present Governnient has restored the property to as good
a condition as is possible, and we hope to
open it some time this month. The honour
of opening it may fall on the honorable
member who is now the leader of the Opposition. I know that he is deeply interested in this matter.' The mistake he
made in purchasing the property was one
that any man might have made, but it.
was an unfortunate one, and I can only
assume that it was due to ignorance of
t.ll{) fact that other people holding differelJt
political views from his might be as interested as he was in a matter of this
sort.
I shall not deal further with other
ecollomie9 that the Goverument has
effected. Other Ministers will take up the
story in respect of them if they desire to
do so. Instead of pursuing that subject,
I shall return to the statement that I
made last night in reply to the Leader of
the Opposition. Strangely enough, I
looked over the telegram that I received
from the Prime Minister on the 12th of
March last, in which he called the meeting of the Premiers' Conference. It is a
lengthy telegram, the contents of which
might have been sent to the Premiers by
letter, and thereby saved the nation a considerable amount of money, but economy
is not in the make-up of Nationalist Governments, Commonwealth or State. The
Prime Minister had a month in which to
advise the Premiers, and if his message
had been sent by mail it could have
reached the farthest capital in much less
t.han a month. Yet, forsooth, he must
send the message by telegram. I shall
read one sentence in itIt is recognized that reliable Budget forecasts for ]932·33 cannot be made until June at
the earliest.

That was the statement of the Prime
:Minister of Australia. Yet the Leader
of the Opposition demands that this Government should make a statement at the
present moment. Subsequently, I receive~
.11r. 'funnecliffe.
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the agenda of the Premiers' Conference,
which is to open in :Melbourne to-morrow.
The opening was postponed from to-day,
evidently to give this Government an
upportunity of being present at the Conference, for which opportunity I thank
the Prime Minister. The proposals contained in the agenda are of such an appalling character that anyone who glanced
at them must hesitate before giving them
his endorsement. Since the depression
commenced, we ha ve been fed wi th
economic pap by every so-called economist
in Australia. The funny part is that they
all differ. When doctors differ, surely we
are at liberty to form our own conclnsiolJ.
The conclusions of the economists are
that wages must come down. That is absolutely necessary, they say. There mUBt
be a 10 per cent. cut in real wages-real
wages, mark you, not what they were
'pleased to term an artificial rate
which rules as the result of inflation, or
becau~e of Wages Board determinations,
or anything of that kind, but real wages
based on the cost of living. In other
words, if the minimum wage is £3 per
week, and that is the minimum wage
that will allow a man to keep a wife aud
three children, that minimum wage
must be
cut by
10
per cent.
There is no other interpretation that
can be placed on the term " real
wages." That is the way in which these
giants of finance, these learned and cuI··
tured eeonomists drawing salaries of
£1,000 per annum and more, propose tu
deal with the social and economic crisis.
There is no mention by them of the fact
that if overseas interest rates were reduced 011 the same basis as the interest
rates On our internal debt were reduced,
that reduction, plus the benefit of lower
paymen ts in exchange, would provide
more than £900,000 to bring about the
balancing of the Budget. We have it 011
good authority that if we had an amounL
of £900,000 added to our Victorian revenue for the relief of the budgetary position, we would, to use the vernacular, be
on the pig's back, and everything in the
garden would be lovely-for the pig.
The recommendation of the economists
is that there should be another 10 per cent.
cut in wages on top of the arbitrary cut
of 10 per cent. that was made by the Commonwealth Arbitration Court in violation
of the fundamental principle on which the
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arbitration la-w was based, and which provided that wages should rise or descend
with the rise and fall of the cost of living.
Their recommendation is a violation of
that principle which has obtained for 31)
years. First, there was a reduotion of
wages to correspond with the fall in the
cost of living. It was followed by an
arbitrary cut of 10 per cent. Now, Commonwealth Ministers drawing high
sall:\,ries, and economists who I:\,re paid
salaries of £1,000 per annum I:\,nd more,
propose with smug complacency a cut of
10 per cent. in real wages, and the Commonwealth Arbitration· Court and Wages
Boards are to be urged to bring this about.
I do not in tend to make any further
comment in regard to that position, but I
think that hOl1orable members will be interested to know the questions to be discussed at the Premiers' Oonference.
Yet, in view of the fact that questions of
such vital importance to the well-being of
this community are to be discussed, the
Leader of the Opposition comes forward,
and says, (( The Honorable the Acting Premier must make a definite
statement in
regard to his intentionsin reference to the financial future
of this State."
So profound, ~o
sonorous the tone, so important an expression of policy! Knowing nothing,
only the anticipations of these people, we
are to make a definite statement in regard
to our intentions. All that I can say is
that when the time comes, when we ar0
fully informed as to the proposals for
balaneing the Budget, when we know
something of the intentions of those who
have been elected to authority in the
Federal arena-and so far have done surprisingly and pitifully little to relieve the
distress that exists-we may, after eUIlslderation, be in a position to declare
ourselves in regard to our finances. As
the position stands at present, I venture
to say that our withers are unwrung. Our
record will stand comparison with that of
any other State in the Commonwealth, or
with that of the Commonwealth itself.
Placing the efforts of Labour UoverIlments in Victoria and South Australia
alongside the attitude of Nationalist Governments in the other States of the Commonwealth, we shine ont brilliantly in
comparison. Our record is one which
future generations will honour, even if the
petty party politicians of to-day feel
Session, 1932.-[4J
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themselves under the necessity to condemn
it. It is unfortunately a pitiful fell-tnre
of human nature, as manifested in the
political arena, that any stick is good
enough to beat a dog with. If they can
. obtain any political kudos or political
prestige by denouncing the Government,
the well-being of a State, or that of a
nation is of secondary importance to some
people. This is not a time for party bitterness. It is a time for all to get together
to attempt to solve one of the most difficult problems that have ever faced the
civilized world. There is no one in the
world to-day who o.an give any sane indication of whether the problem can be
solved or not.
According tOo a statement published in
t.he Sydney lvlorning Herald, Mr. Withers,
one of the recognized authorities on ceo·
nomic questions, declared in favour of a
substantial inflation in America. America
proposes to inflate to the extent of
£500,000,000, and that is a tremendous
sum.
We may assume that the
llmerican Government is quite as competent as the Leader of the Oppositioll, und
the party that follows him. I think that
possibly the leaders of public thought, and
the financial magnates in America, are at
least as well-informed as some of those
who are professing to lead on financial
questiol1s in this State. As I have said,
Mr. Withers, an economist of international standing, endorses the American
proposal as the soundest that has yet been
put forward.
Such are the problems with which the
world is perplexed. It is no use vapourizing about inflation being an impossibility.
Sound thinkers, earnest men, approve of
it under certain conditions.
Sir STANLEY ARGYLE.-Are you urging
it for this State?
Mr. TUNNEOLIF:E'E.-No. But I
say that t,here is no ground for shifting a
Government that is doing its honest best,
simply because we may di:ffer 011 a matter
of economics.
Sir STANLEY AE,GYLE.-Have you any
views?
Mr. TUNNECLIFFE,-I have very
pronounced views, tind when I have a fitting opportunity, I will give to the honorable member the information that he
desires to obtain. It is strange thut he
is over-anxious to obtain iI\form~tion from
me. When he ftnt came to this House,
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he was "swolleli with wind," as Miltoli
said. He thought that a University man
was something superior to the ordinary
politician, and as for a Labour politician,
well, he was anathema. It took the honorable member a long time to realize tbat
we I.Jabour people were men like himself,
pinched by the same cold in winter, and
\varmed by the same sun in summer. He
has been much humanized by his contact
with this and that party. It is rather
::ltrange to find him so humble that he is
actually seeking information from a
Labour man. To-day, he is actually asking me to tell him what my remedy is.
Does that mean that he is intellectually
bankrupt--that ,he cannot find a solutioh.
himself, and that although he has not a
solution, he wants to get on the Treasury
bench, so that he can tryout an experiment on the dog?
T,his Government has a record of which
we may be proud. It has stood the examination of the financial experts of the
States, and the Commonwealth. It is in
accord with the economists, and those who
have been called upon to investigate the
problem. Yet there are people who are
politically opposed to the Government;
people who have no policy; and whose
record it is not wise to mention at any
length, who seek to displace the Government.
I regret that there has not
been some sound criticism of the Labour
policy.
Mr. DUNsTAN.-What decision have
you arrived ,at in regard to the Premiers' plan?
Mr. TUNNECLIFFE.-The honorable
member also wants information.
I am
quite prepared to give him a little-after
I have attended the Premiers' Conference.
I am a humble man, and I am not swollen
with a sense of my own importance. I
de not know what the solution of this problem is.
The honorable member for
Korong and Eaglehawk does, of course.
When I have had an opportunity of informing my mind; when I have read the
statements of four economists who were
appointed by the Commonwealth Government; and when I have familiarized mvself with their proposals, I may be in ~ a
position to say whether I agree ~ith those
proposals, or otherwise.
The honorable
member is prepared to say, " I will enact
the legislation straightway.
Those are
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the proposals of the Commonwealth Government. It is absolutely necessary to
save the nation." Better informed men
than he walk more warily than he does.
It is always the ill-informed person that
knows everything, and wants to impose
his views on others. We find that in our
own party. I find that honorable members on the Opposition side of the House
are very often in the same pickle. The
least informed members of the party want
to dictate the policy of the party. Whell
I am seised-as I have a right to be-of
the proposals of the Commonwealth,
and those who are investigating the
question, then I shall be prepared
to give a full and complete statement
on the floor of this House in regard to
the attitude of the Government.
I can
only say that the record of the Labour
party and the record of the Government
m connexion with the Premiers' plan
ought to be a guarantee that the Governlllent will do the right thing, according
to its lights.
MACFARLAN
(Brighton).Mr.
The Acting Premier has spoken for-I
think-55 minutes, and I venture to say
that he did not devote more than from
five to ten minutes to the only thing that
matters so far as the amendment to the
Address-in-Reply to
the LieutenantGovernor's Speech is concerned. It is
true that the honorable gentleman was
very humorous; he was also very entei·taining. If humour and entertainment
provided a remedy for the parlous position of this State, the State ought to be
out of its trouble after the honorable
gentleman's speech.
He provided a
humorous criticism of the speech made
by the Leader of the Opposition and that
of the honorable member for Rodney. But
if every word of the criticism was true, it
had nothing whatever to do with the subject-matter of the amendment, which-put
very shortly-is, "Will the Acting Premier give an assurance that he will reenact Parts I. and II. of the Financial
Emergency Act?"
Mr. TUNNECLIFFE.-There is no mention of that in the amendment.
Mr. MACFARLAN.-Yesterday, the
Leader of the Opposition asked a pertinent question before proceeding with
the main portion o~ his speech.
Mr. SOI,LY.-Read it.
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Mr. MAOFARLAN.-If the honorable
member was not present--·-Mr. SOLLY.-But I was.
Mr. MAOFARLAN.-Then if he has
forgotten the speech he can turn up the
records of the House. The Acting Premier was asked to give a straightforward
" yes" or "no" to a simple question. A
body outside this Parliament had said
that he must say "no" to that question.
That is the pith of the situation. For
the Acting Premier to stand up here fOl'
50 minutes and talk a lot :of rubbish
which has no concern with that vital
question at all is to sidestep the issue.
He referred to the records of the Hoga.n
Government in the past. What we want
to know is, what is the course of action
proposed to be taken by the Government
-practically the Tunnecliffe Government
-in the future? That is the question
that demands an answer. In almost the
same breath as he deprecated .party bitterness the Acting Premier indulged in an
attack on Nationalist Governments of
the past. That is to make a travesty of
the situation, and is unworthy of the honOI'able gentleman, for whom I have a very
high opinion indeed.
administration
Mr. SOLLY. - That
should be exposed, thOllgh.
Mr. MAOFARLAN.-The trouble is
that the Acting Premier, in common with
a number of other honorable members
who are supporting him, is in as difficult a dilemma as, I suppose, any parliamentarian was ever in. I say at Ollce,
and I think Ministerial m'embers will
think it genuine, that I, at all events,
have a great deal of sympathy with them.
We have a coterie in Lygon-street calmly
saying to a man like the Acting Premier, who for very many years has
laboured to further the interests of the
T.Jabour movement, "If you do not obey
()ur behest, out of the movement you must
go, and you will lose that part of your
livelihood which depends upon yOUl'pnrliamentary remuneration." It ma~T well
h(' that the men in Lygon-street who have
adopted this attitude are looking to the
pre-selections. What is true of the position of the honorable member for Oollingwood, the Acting Premier of the State,
is true of the position of every other honorable member on the Ministerial side of
the Honse if he should dare to vote for
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the re-enactment of the financial emergency legislation. Those honorable members have my sympathy. But the crowd
in Lygon-street have nothing but my contempt.
Coming back to .the Acting Premier's
address, he did for a short period deal
with the question of the Premiers' plan,
and he dealt with it, I am afraid, ill
exactly the same way as he dealt with it
yesterday. That is, he said, in ctIectit can only mean this-" I have not considered, and my Government have not
considered, what our policy towards the
re-enactment of the vital parts of the
financial legislation shall be." It is very
hard to believe that. I believe it on what
is, in effect, the assurance of the A.cting
Premier. But if the re-enactment of that
legisla.tion has not been considered by the
Government, the crime beeomes all the
greater. If it has been considered, what
is the result of their consideration? That
is what we want to know. If it hus not
been considered, then it should haTe been
considered. That is the reason, combined with the coercive measures that
have been brought to bear on Ministerial
members, why the Acting Premier had
to give that long speech of his, 90 per
cent. of which was irrelevant, and merely
an expedient which he was forced to take
and for which he can hardly be blamed,
to draw a convenient veil over the real
point at issue.
It is to be hoped that this debate will
conclude to-night and at an early hour.
It is unnecessary for me to refer at length
to the Premiers' plan. OPDosition members, and possibly some Ministerial members, take the very strongest view of the
necessity for the re-enactment of the
financial emergency legislation. It may
be that, as a result of the Premiers' Conference, we shall have to go even further.
So far as we have gone, the legislation
represented the carrying out of a solemI)
pledge given by the Premier and Treasurer on behalf of the State of Victoria,
and, though not expressly stated, was intended to endure for three years. It was
made clear that Parts I. and II. of the
Financial Emergency Act would necessarily have to be re-enacted this year,
and, failing an improvement in the
national position, would again have to
be re-enacted to complete the three V(,31'R'
term of the rehabilitation p!an." The
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effect of the non-re-enactment of the legislation would be disastrous. It would
mean that we would have to abandon all
idea 0.£ budgetary equilibrium-the only
possible starting T)oillt for a return to
national prosperity. . If that legislation
is not re-enacted, the name of Victoria.
will be besmirched, and the scheme for
the rebuilding of our financial structure
will be undermined fl,nd quickly brought
to ruin. The votes of honorable members will be taken in the comius election
to define their attitude to the l)remiers'
plan as a whole. Parts 1. and IT. of the
Financial Emergency Act are part of the
Premiers' plan. The question to be decided at the general election will be the
attitude of members toward the importa.nt
step taken by the Premiers for. t}le rbstoration of the budgetary equilibrium of
the States and the Common wealth. The
honour of the State is at stfl.kl'. The
qup.stion to be decided js whether tho
policy laid down by the Premier aud
Treasurer in the interests of Victoria is
to be maintained.
Mr. WEBBER.-YOU will have to explain why you voted against some parts
of the plan.
Mr. MA.OFARLAN.-I invite the honorable gentleman to name the pa.rts of the
plan that I did not vote for. It is well
known that I was the first member in ~,his
House to say that the Public Serviec
would have to be reduced, but I insisted
that all other persons drawing emoluments
from the public funds would have to be
reduced also. I said that our own
salaries would have to be reduced, and I
went so far as to differ from my own
pa,rty on the question of reducing Judges'
salaries. Theref.ore, there can be no
doubt about my a.ttitude. But I do recollect that one or two Labour Ministers
voted against portions of the plan, and
one or two-possibly the slilme Ministers
-sneaked out of the Ohamber when
votes were taken, and would not vote at
all. However, 1 do not want to deal with
such matters. The important point is
that we shall have to re-enact the financial emergency legislation. We may have
to go further, though I hope not. Any
honorable member who votes aga:inst the
amendmen t will be taken by the electors
as being opposed to the re-enactment of
the Premiers' ·phm, and as being quite
willing to see the honour and credit
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of Victoria· dragged in the mud.
There is, of course, the other important
aspect.
That would be bad enough,
but there is also a question of vital importance, namely, how far an outside
l;)Ody is to be permitted to dictate to a
member of Parliament under threat of
his losing his seat and being deprived of
his livelihood-how far the law can bp.
evoked or amended to. prevent such a
course of action, because it is fraught
with the greatest peri~ to the community
and to the institution of parliamentary
government.
Mr. SOL~Y.-Rubbish!
.Mr. MACFARLAN. - In makIng
these comments, I wish to have it clearly
understood that I do not care whether
the outside body concerned be a capitalist
organization or a Labour executive; both
stand on the same footing in this regard.
[ am sorry that at the moment the legal
members on the Ministerial side of the
House are not present.
Mr. HAYEs.-You do not want to faee
t1w electors at all.
Mr. MACFARLAN.-The honorable
member need not worry about that.
I
am willing to face them sooner than he
is. :{n the House of Lords in 1910, one
of the greatest jurists that the Empire
has ever had, namely, Lord Shaw I)f
Dunfermline-and I ask the Acting
Premier to note that he is a Scotchmanlaid down that a member of Parliament
is really a trustee;. he is a trustee not
merely for his constituents, but for the
whole community, and if any attempt is
made to interfere with the performance
of his ~rust, whether by means of bribery
or by coercion and restraint, that is contrary to the elementary principles of
English law. In the particular case then
being decided by the House of Lords, of
which Lord Shaw was a member-I refer
to the case of the A malgamated Society
oj Railway Servants versus Osborne-it
was held that the procedure which had
been adopted by a certain outside body
to influence the conduct of members of
Parliament in the Houses of Parliament
was illegal, and amounted to a conspiracy.
I emphasize that that conduct was not the offer of bribes, but consisted only of coercion of the same character aM IS attempted to be brought to
bear on certain members of this House
now.
I repeat that such conduct was
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In the case of The K£ng versus
(33, Cornmon-wealth Law Reports) , Mr . Justice Higgins, in the
course of his judgment, adopted the reusoning of Lord Shaw of Dunfermline.
MI'. Prn:NDERGAsT.-According to YOll,
then, a man can break his pledge to his
constituents-a pledge on which he was
elected.
Mr. MACFARLAN.-The root of
the matter is that a meiuber of Parliament is in the position of a public trustee
for the community.
Ally thing that is
opposed to his duty as a trustee is, according to the English law, illegal.
Whether such restraint comes from u
capitalist or a Labour organization makes
no difference.
Mr. SLATER.-The only difference is
that the capitalist organization works
silently and secretly..
11r. MACF ARLAN.-Then, perhap;:"
it is all the more perilous; but, coming
from either source, it would be illegal.
However, I do not want to get into an
academic legal argument. I do say that.
the species of presstire being brought to
bear on certain members of this House
is not only grossly unfair, but approache:,
very closely to being illegal.
:Mr. SLATER.-That is the most extraordinary dogma I have ever heard.
Mr. MACFARLAN.-I hope that this
debate will end to-night.
:Mr. TUNNECLIFI?E.-Before tea, if yOIl
like.
l\![r. l\'IACF AHLAN .-1 hope that we
I am authol'shall have an early vote.
ized by tho Leader of the Opposition to
make a statement at this stage. Unfortunately, the Premiers' ConferellCe has
been postponed until to-morrow, I understand. It is to be hoped that the Acting
Premier will be able to attend the Conference to-morrow; but we, on this (tIle
Opposition) side of the House say that,
seeing that an election is to come, thel'1:
would be no objection to the Acting
Premier continuing to attend the Prp.miers' Conference, so that this State
should be represented there. Of course,
it must be understood that he would not
be able to pledge the State of Victoria
to the abandonment of the Premiers' plan.
We do not want to do anything to interfere with the proceedings of the Conference. We, on this (the Opposition)
illegal.
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side will be quite content that Victori.a
should be represented by the Acting Premier-and it would be well represented
by him-whatever may be the result of
the vote that is about to be taken.
I
do not intend to go any further into the
matter.
It is not one for the display
of eloquence; it is not a matter for intemperate words.
I have endeavoured
to speak temperately.
The consequences
of the vote, the issues involved therein,
are of momentous importance tv this
State, and, possibly, to the other States
a.s well. If Victoria does not go on wi t 1.
the Premiers' plan it will be a fiue pre·
text for Mr. Lang not to go on with it.
If Victoria and New South Wales Of)
not go on with it the other States may
well say, "WP. will all chuck it up."
:Mr. SLATER.-Queensland is not very
enthusiastic about it.
Mr. MACFARLAN. - I am not
worrying about Queensland. So long a~
Victoria does the right thing, as it hus
done ill the past, members on this (the
Opposi tion) side of the House, and n
considerable: number on the Government
side also, I believe, will be very well
satisfied.
(At 6.27 p.m. the sitting was s1tspended
until 7.35 p.m.)
Mr. GLOWREY (Ouyen) .-Perhaps I
take a somewhat pessimistic view of the
present situation. I regret havilig to give
expression to the sentiments I hold, but
on such an occasion I feel it is incumbent
on me to give my consci~ntious view, and
it is that we have not actually reached
the depression at all. When we face the
financial position of Australia, and realize
that the budgetary deficits will be more
than £20,000,000, we see how serious the
public financial position is, and also the
extent of the drift which has to be
arrest~d.
Our people are already taxed
to the maximum, and it seems to be an
almost superhuman task for any Government to rise to the occasion and to carry
out the reforms necessary to enable the
Rlidgets of the Commonwealth Government and of the various State Governments to be balanced. Strange to say, the
critical financial position in which Australia finds itself is not confined to this
continent. When we turn to Europe, we
find an extraordinary position. In the
lHtst, the Bi'itish Government has been a
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leader in finance, and it has upheld the
commercial practices and principles which
have guided the world for many years.
That Government, however, has declared
that the first essential in the. rehabilitatiol1 of the world is the cancellation of
war debts. When some people look kl
England and her policy of the cancellation of war debts, they seem to think thaL
the phase is a passing one which -can be
easily remedied, and that the application
of the propo~al is simple. Unfortunately,
that is not so. The debts are not merely
those of Governments. The Governments
have given bonds to their people, and h3 ve
undertaken the obligation to repay the
principal, and also to pay interest on the
accruing dates. The carrying-out of the
policy of the British Government, and of
an independent committee of experts representing the European nations, means
that the Governments of the United States
of America, and of France, are faced with
certain alternatives-either they must
enormously increase the taxation of their
people to make up the deficits caused by
the cancellation of the indebtedness of
other-countries, or they will liave to repudiate the debts between themselveb.
When we examine the American posit.ion, we find that the United States
of America has an enormous quantity of gold-practically half the gold
of the world in its vaults. Despite
that fac~, its~ farming community is
in a state of abject poverty, and there
is an enormous al'my of unemployed in
the nation. Tlle people are crying out
about the excessive taxation. The City of
New York was put in a humiliating
position because the banks stopped its
credit and refused to advance money for
the cheques drawn for the payment of
wages. In Ohicago, schools are being
closed because the authorities have not
the money with which to pay the teachers.
So, in a country that has so much gold,
Ruch conditions prevail, and it shows that
we are face to face with the gravest financial crisis the world has known. For any
one to argue that we have turned the
corner and are on the highway to rehabilitation, seems to be utterly ridiculous,
because there are no indications that the
nations who really govern our destinies
are improving their pQsition and cali
afford to pay better prices for our proIf their purchasing .power has
ducts.
Mr. Glow·/'ey.
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gone, as it appea~s to have gone, there is
no chance of our getting back to payable
prices, and it will put our Governments
and our people in a difficult position. It
looks as if we should have to mark time
until the European statesmen are
courageous enough to rise to the occasion
and carry out the policy of the cancellation of war debts, which their experts declare to be essential. In an attempt to
consider a formula to wipe out the
war debts, the British Government,
which used to exercise a dominating influence in finance, convened
a conference at Lausanne in February last, but it received a slap in
the face. When it convened the conference, the British Government pointed out
that it regretted that the responsibility
had been placed upon it. It would have
preferred some other Government to have
convened the conference, but as no other
Government was prepared to do that, the
British Government took the step, and.
eventually had to suffer the humiliation
of having to abandon the conference.
There are some people who are looking
to the Ottawa Oonference for material
results, and declaring that it will be the
turning point so far as the British
Dominions are concerned. In my opinion,
that conference will be a fiasco. It is to
assemble at a time when the European
nations will be brought face to face with
a great crisis. The war debts mora~
torium will have expired when the Ottawa
Conference is to assemble. The British
Government will be faced with the position that Germany has declared that she
will not pay her debts, and Great Britain
will still have to meet her commitments
to the United States of America for war
debts. The question that the British Government will then have to face will be
whether she should further tax her people.
That Government has already taxed the
people of Great Britain to the extent of
£800,000,000 .per annum, and it will be
compelled to increase taxation if Great
Britain is to make up her deficiency and
meet her commitments to the United
States of America. If she does not raise
additional money by taxation, the only
other course will be to repudiate her debt
to the United States of America. It is not
difficult, therefore, to understand Great
Britain's anxiety to bring the nations together with the object of getting the war
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debts written off. The Ottawa Conference will be discussing :Empire problems
when the .European Powers will be engaged in discussing ways and means of
meeting their tremendous financial difficulties. Would it be wise for a confer(lILCe consisting of the representatives of
the British Dominions to discuss at such
a time questions for excluding the trade
of other nations with the Dominions and
improving inter-Dominion conditions so
as to increase trade within the Empire?
It is ridiculous to expect that in these
circumstances the Ottawa Conference will
be able to make any headway until such
time as the nations of Europe have come
together in conference and agreed to one
essential solution-the abolition of the
war debts.
It is my personal conviction that if
nothing more than the wiping off of the
wal' debts was done, it would not be the
whole solution of the present eronomic
wOl'ld crisis. lvIy reason for that statement is that the world has not attempted
to deal with the problem of the displacement of man power by machinery. The
two problems-the writing off of war
debts and the one that I have just mentioned-must be dealt with together. If
the war debts are cancelled and nothing
is done to solve the problem of displace~
ment of man power by machinery, the
world will soon revert to its present condition. The workers will not be able to
pay sufficient taxation on wages to keep
the unemployed workers in idleness. The
position will become so acute that Governments overseas, and Australian Governments too, will not be able to conSome years ago,
tinue carrying on.
the Australian ~Governments borrowed
£30,000,000 per annum, and expended
the money on public works. That source
of money-the loan market-has dried
up. Other nations have found that they
C!annot borro'w, and they will soon reach
the stage when th~y cannot carryon.
On the subject of unemployment I have
~xpl'essed my views in this Chamber 011
many occasions. I find now that some
members representing country districts,
who ridiculed the policy that I suggested,
now advocate that policy. It is that we
shall have to place on the land a large
section of the unemployed who were encouraged to come to the metropolis and
large cities and live under artificial con-
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ditions which have broken down. We
shall have to raise money by some means
to carry out this policy, and we should
set about doing so before the available
sources of money have dried up. When
the first Unemployment Relief Bill was
before the House, I said that I was in
favour of increasing the unemployment
relief tax from 1d. to 6d. in the £1, so
that a large amount of money would be
raised for the purpose of placing unemployed families on small areas, where,
with the aid of a cow, a pig, and a few
fowls, and. the growing of vegetables,
they would be able to sustain themselve~.
Mr. SOLLy.-They would not get a
market for their produce.
Mr. GLOWREY.-I did not suggest
that they should produce for export. If
they produced sufficient for their own
sustenance, it would be preferable to any
section of the community paying a tax
to keep them in idleness.
I shall deal now with the position of
the Ministry. I have been one of those
members who, while not being a member
of the Labour party, have supported it
because of the measures tbat it has introduced. I am prepared to go to the country and fight to retain my seat on the
record of the Ministry. That is my attitude on the motion that we are discussing.
I stand behind the Ministry in support
of the legislative work that it has done.
When we come to the question of the
future, I must say that I am not satisfied
. with the attitude of the Ministry and the
manner in which it is approaching future
legislation that has to be introduced. If
the financial position is as grave as I
think it is, there should be no shillyshallying. Everyone of us has to be prepared to take his courage in his hands,
regal'dless of the political future. If we
believe that the Premiers' plan is the
proper thing, we should go on the hustings and defend it. The grave crisis that
is confronting our country demands that
we should advocate that which ,ve consider is the right course, and I am afl'aifi.
that many will fall by the wayside if
they advocate reforms that the people
consider should not be adopted at the
present time. I think that the Government is showing a weakness.
I was
hoping that the Acting Premier, in renly
to the Leader of the Opposition, would
give an unqualified assurance that the
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i regret that such cir~umstallces have
Premiers' plan would be re-enacted. My
reMoh for entertaihing this hope was beeh brought about, but I believe they arl~
that Ministers fought last year for the largely due to an influence which honorenactmeht of the financial emergency able members know I have despised in
measures. they told Parliament and the connexioil with politics from time to time.
people that the country Was in a critical r refer to domination from outside. When
condition financially, and it was necessary I speak in that way in relation to the
to apply cuts all round. I and other Labour party, I wish to say that the
members voted with the Ministry for the domination. to which 1 take objectiotl is
enactment of the necessary legislation. not confined to that narty. For years I
To-day, the financial position has not have mnde mention of the fact that largt:
improved. It has become more critical. sUms of money are found through the
I venture to say that the deficit of medium of the N ational Union for the
£1,600,000 which they anticipated will be conduct of the party in that union. But
considerably exceeded. Therefore, it is the difference betweeh the two parties
incumbent upon us, not merely to re-enact which I have mentioned is that the con·
the provisions which would save that trollers of the funds of the Nationalist
amount of expenditure that was saved by party are discreet enough to exercise whatthose emergency provisions last year, but ever pressure they wish to exercise to comto go further and devise some ,vays and pensate them for the money which they
find, in a manner which is not given pubmeans of making up the deficit, which it
licity in the press, and of which the elecmust now be apparent to the Government
tors generally do not know. I think that
will be added to the £1,600,000 between
the
honorable member for N unawading
HOW and the end of the year. There lS
made a somewhat indiscreet statement a
no alternative, and Ministers must admit little while ago. He was speaking of the
that that position confronts this Parlia- formation of the United Australia party
ment. .No matter what Government is In and the bodies which were consulted, and
power; it will have to face the question in the Herald, which reported his stateof making further economies, and ill some ment, he enumerated the different bodies,
way keeping the Budget deficit within the among them being the National Union.
limit of £1,600,000.
I said to a number of my friends, " What
As I have said, I express appreciation is this National Union?" They replied,
of the courtesy that ~Enisters have shown " We have never heard of it." I rejoined,
me, and the manner in which they have " No, you have not. But it has been ill
worked with me in the interosts of my con- existence for many years, and was forstituency, and, I believe, the country a~ merly known as the Oonstitutional Union.
a whole. I am of the upinioll that their It is the body which finds the money for
record stands far superior to that of any the conduct of the party, and naturally
preceding Government. That is my con- when it finds the money it calls the tune,"
scientious conviction, and if we were to In earlier days, Mr. John West offered
have an election on the question of thu that money to the Farmers Union, but the
work which the Government has aCCOIlJ- condition was that if we accepted it we
plished, I would stand four-square behintl had also to accept the dictation of the
it. But when it comes to the present attl- Constitutional Union in regard to matters
tude adopted by the Government in rela- of policy when they were submitted to
tion to the re-enactment of the financial Parliament. The members of the Farmers
emergency provisions, I am not prepared Union spurned the offer-they refused to
to give it support, and so far as I am COll- acoept the money, and we have on record
eerned, when the division is taken, unless a statement by Mr. W. O. Hill, member
the Government in the interim gives a de- of the House of Representatives, pubfinite and unqualified assurance that with- . lished in the various papers in support of
out delay the necessary legislation will be that which I have made, to the effect.
introduced to re-enact the provisions of that that money was offered, with the con.;.
the Financial Emergency Act for a fur- dition attached.
We know that for years past the Labour
ther twelve months, I shall have to cast
my vote in support of the amendment party, as controlled by the Australian
Labour executive, was a somewhat
moved by the Leader of the Opposition.
Mr. Ulowrey.
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moderate organi~ation. The' Tl'ades Hall
was oftentimes out of step with the Australian Labour party, the former being
looked upon as the extreme element. It
appears to-day that the forces 'which wereat work in the trade union movement at
the Trades Hall have oust.ed that reasonably moderate element which was in control in the Australian Labour party, and
there is now meted out to the Ministry
dictation which I personally cannot support. I believe that every member when
he enters this House should be free to cast
his vote in a manner which he conscientiously believes to be in the best interests
of the country. The influence to which I
have referred is not confined to Australia,
but operates in other Parliaments of the
world. When we turn to America and
France, we find the objectionable principle prevailing, and really holding up the
progress of the work. If the politicians
of France and America were brave
enough to recognize that war debts have
to be f'ancellcd, and courageous .enough to
come forward with a formula, the world
would quickly get out of its difficulties.
But at present we find that the world is
being held up while politicians are procrastinating and trying to save their
seats. I am opposed to that principle,
and when I see the executive of the Australian Labour party issuing such demands as they are issuing to the Ministry,
while the latter is not prepared to say
that it will ignore those demands and come
forward boldly to re-enact the economy
legislation, although I express my appreciation of the manner ill which Ministers
h&ve administered their Departments, and
of tIle measures that have been brought
forward-the majority of which country
people want--I feel reluctatltly compelled
to cast my vote against the Government.
I take the view that 'we as a Parliament
have a duty not only to ourselves; but to
the other States, and to the Oommonwealth. A Oonference of Premiers has
been convened, and if it were not for that,
I probably would not be forced into the
position of casting to-night the vote which
I intend to lodge against the Ministry.
I feel that we have an obligatjon to the
other States. Mention has been made of
the manner· in which Queellslancl, Tasmania, and Western Australia are sidestepping the Premiers' plait, and that pro..
yides all the more rensoh for us to be
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courageous and determined. If the policy
that we believe should be re-enacted is
destined to be te-enacted, we should assert
ourselves and give a lead to those States
which ate somewhat indifferent as to their
attitude. Personally, I believe that we
should be represented at the Premiers t
Oonference, that the position on this particular question should be defined at as
early a date as possible, that the Oonference will continue, and that the incoming
Premier will be able to attend it. I give
the assurance that if the Leader of the
Opposition is given the opportunity of
forming a Government, of attending the
Oonference, and of formulating a plan in
consultation with the other Premiers to
further improve the financial position of
our country, a plan which tends towards
rehabilitation, he can count upon me for
support.
Mr. JACKSON (Prahran).-Two years
ago, :when speaking in this Ohamber, 1
suggested that, in view of the troublous
nature of the times, there should be a
get-together movement among the various
parties. I regarded that as the best way'
of bringing about a solution of the
problems confronting the State. During
last session there seemed to be nothing
but bickerings on both sides of the House.
It did not appear to me that very many
members realized the seriousness of the
financial position.
If they did realize
it, then they had not the wisdom, the
pluck, or the energy to get together for
the purpose of adequately meeting the
situation.
I said then that it was time
for us to take party interests out of our
concern, and to endeavour to do the best
we could for our country.
Mr. LIND.-It is not too late now.
~
Mr. JAOKSON.-Perhaps not. I do
not believe for a moment that the amendment to the proposed Address-in-Reply
has been moved from any such high
motive as an endeavour to save the
country, or to help the many men and
women who are unemployed. The purpose at the back of the challenge is
merely to destroy the Government 111
order that the Oppositidn may take its
place.
If the positions of the great
parties in this House were reversed, theh
the Labour party would be doing the
same thing.
Mr. MAJ,TBY.-'-" Dog eat dog."

66

Lieutenant-Governor's Speech:

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. JACKSON.-Yes, it is "dQg eat
dog."
But this party attitude must be
stopped.
It should be our one aim to
dO' the best we can fQr QUI' cQuntry. That
is the keynQte which shQuld predominate
in the discussiQn Qn this want-of-confidence amendment. Unfortunately, it is
The amendment is to
not doing so.
add to the proposed address the words,
"and to inform Your Exc~pency that
the Government does nQt possess the CQnfidence Qf the House."
If the Opposition were candid they would admit that
their one object is to turn the Government out and to take their place on the
Treasury bench.
Mr. WEBBER.-We are nQt objecting
very much to' that.

Address-in-Reply :

Mr. WETTENHALL.-Are yQU nQt agreeable to a re-enactment of the plan that
you did approve Qf?
Mr. JACKSON.-I recQgnize that we
must balance the Budget.
S:uch eCQnQmies as can be made without doing an
injustice to' anybQdy must be made.
I
recQgnize that taxatiQn has reached practically its limit, but I am nQt prepared to'
give a blank cheque to' anybQdy.
It is
mQQted that the Premiers' OQnference,
which is to' take place tQ-mQrrQW 0'1' the
next day, 0'1' whenever the OpPQsitiQn will
be willing to allow the Acting Premier to
attend it, will prQPQse a further 10 per
cent. cut in the Public Service. I WQuid
nQt VQte fQr that. I am nQt in favQur of
If a
any and every Premiers' plan.
further plan CQmes befQre us, and I think
Mr. JAOKSON.-Personally, I do not' it a wQrthy Qne, I will give it my supPQrt.
care very much which side of the House
Mr. LIND.-But what Qf the plan that
But it is nQW in existence?
I may happen to be sitting on.
should
be
obvious
to
Opposition
Mr. JAOKSON.-It will nQt be in
can existence the day after tQ-mQrrQw. The
members that no Government
hope to solve the big problems confront- fQrthcQming Premiers' Oonference will
ing us unless it has the assistance of all have fresh plans.
parties in the HQuse. We shall have to'
Mr. LINToN.-We were told that the
recQgnize that where there is unity there Premiers' plan was to' Qperate Qver a
is strength.
I make bQld to' say that three-year periQd.
the OpPQsitiQn, if it Qbtained office,
Mr. JACKSON.-lVly point is that we
WQuld nQt be game to' tackle these prQ- should put country before party.
That
blems alQne.
It is the same with my is why I say" Let party bickerings cease."
Qwn party.
If the Opposition are genuinely dissatis·
Mr. SOLLY.-W e have nQt dQne it, fied with the GQvernment, they are justi
fied in giving expressiQn to' their want Qf
anyway.
Mr. JAOKSON.-We are unable to' cQnfidence in it.
Mr. REID.-What abQut thQse members
do it. I ask hQnQrable members to stQP
whO'
vQted fQr differentiatiQn in favQur
bickering.
The public are anxiQus that
Qf
their
Qwn salaries?
bickerings shQuld cease. Let us get dQwll
Mr.
J
ACKSON.-I am nQt in the
seriQusly to' wQrk and attempt to' dO'
sQmething wQrth while.
I realize the mQQd fQr gibes. The financial PQsitiQn
impQrtance Qf the Premiers' plan.
I Qf the cQuntry is very, very seriQus.
vQred fQr that plan, because I regarded it There are fQur things to' which Parliaas right and just.
But I did not VQte ment shQuld pay special attentiQn. The
for it until I had given it very careful first thing that shQuld QCCupy QUI' minds
cQnsideratiQn, and I am not gQing to' VQte is the relief Qf unemplQyment. I want
fQr anQther Premiers' plan until I have to' cQmpliment the GQvernment Qn the
had an QPPQrtunity Qf carefully CQn- way in which it set abQut finding a means
Qf spending the mQney to' be raised by
sidering it.
taxatiQn fQr unemplQyment relief so as
Mr. SOLLY.-FQr that reaSQn I vQted to serve the best interests Qf the State.
against it.
A cQmmittee Qf independent men was
Mr. J ACKSON.-I am not gQing to apPQinted to' deal with that prQblem. I
gi ve a blank cheque to' the Leader Qf the think it will be agreed that the greatest
OpPQsitiQn 0'1' to' any Qther man whO' may prQblem, nQt Qnly in VictQria, 0'1' Ausattend a future Premiers' OQnference and tralia, but in the wQrld tQ-day, is that
CQme back with an agreement that we Qf adequately meeting the unemplQyment
situatiQn.
The GQvernment Qbtained
shall be asked to' give QUI' assent to'.
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the advice of experts and of persons who
are disinterested in politics.
They are
bringing forward a scheme which I believe will be a very good one.
I was
hopeful that we should this session seek
to deal in a similar way with our land
settlement, railways, and Public Service pro blems. If we were to take
those problems out of the arena
of politics and submit them to
disinterested persons, this Parliament
would do something worth while.
Those are the four main things. If we
can settle them, we shall have settled the
problem of the maintenance of the financial stability of this country. I would
take these things out of the hands of
Parliament and place them in the hands
of outside experts. I am not going to
vote against the Government, at this
juncture, at any rate. I am not prepared
to give a blank cheque to the Opposition
with regard to the Premiers' plan. When
that plan has been settled by the Australian Premiers, and when it comes
before me and I have given it due consideration, I shall then determine how I
shall vote on it; and, whatever may be
my determination upon it, nothing will
alter it. My duty here is not to myself
altogether, although I know, of course,
that a little selfishness creeps in. My
duty is to the people of Victoria, and incidentally to the people of Australia.
This Parliament should get together, disregarding whether we are Nationalists,
Labour, or anything else. We should endeavour to put our country back to the
position where it stood previously. When
that has been done, we can proceed to
wage party strife if we want to do so.
Mr. CAIN (Minister of Railways).The charge which has been levelled
against the Government has been confined principally to the matter of the
allegiance which various members of this
House, particularly those on the Opposition side, have given to the Premiers'
plan. It is interesting to note that,
whilst the plan and the question of its
re-enactment are matters that can be
settled at any time between the present
day and the 1st of July-and even afterwards-the whole charge levelled against
the Government has ignored the one and
all-absorbing 5ubject of unemployment.
The Opposition has forgotten all about it.
Evidently, nobody has worried about it.
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The Leader of the Opposition casually
mentioned it in passing. The Deputy
Leader of the Opposition said not a word
about it.
Mr. MAOFARLAN.-It has nothing to
do with the matter at issue.
Mr. OAIN.-I quite agree that it has
'nothing to do, evidently, with the Opposition, although the party opposite has
been .posing as the friend of the unemployed. It had been the intention of the
Government, through its representatives
at the Premiers' Conference, to submit
certain proposals bearing on the question
of unemployment relief. They would
have been the most thorough and farreaching that had been submitted by any
of the Governments. They are the outcome of keen and close investigation by a
committee of citizens who have been giving ungrudgingly of their best services,
night after night, five nights a week, for
almost a month. In the course of our
discussions we traversed the problem from
every angle and aspect, and we evolved a
scheme which makes it necessary that we
should ask the Australian Loan Council
to provide £2,000,000 of loan money.
The Opposition, by the way, has
two opinions on this question of relieving
unemployment by means of loan money.
There is a young opi.nion and there is
an old o.pinion. One opinion-the young
opi~ion-is contrary to the proposed loan,
whIlst the other-that of the old
Nationalists-is in support of it. The
proposed scheme was such as to require
its being submitted to the loan Council.
But the Opposition is so interested in the
welfare of the unemployed that its leader
moved an amendment last night which,
if this Government is guided by precedent, will have the effect of preventing
the loan proposal being placed before the
Loan Council. If the Government is to
go by precedent, its representatives will
be unable to attend the meetings of the
Loan Council. Precedent has laid it
down that members of a Government
which is facing a motion of want of confidence do not attend to represent their
State at such an important function as
the Premiers' Conference or a meeting of
the Australian Loan Council. For reasons best known to itself, the Opposition
deliberatelv decided to launch an nmendment whi~h would prevent this Government from being represented at the Conference. In saying that I am not engaging
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in any condemnation or criticism of the
Opposition; its members must answer to
their constituents. But these are the
circumstances at this present moment,
and on the eve of a most important Con~
ference, which has been called as a result
of representations by the Leader of the
Opposition in the House of Representatives. The Prime ~iinjster apPoInted a
body of experts to consider and prepare
a report for presentation to the Conference. That report is ready anJ available to the Oonference, and probably it
would have been submitted to-day had
the Conference met as was intended. I
wish it to be understood very clearly
that, if the want-of-confidence amendment is carried; there can be no r~presen
tation of this State at the Premiers' Conference. The Oonference will have been
held and concluded without having had
an opportunity of considering and discussing the proposals which this GoY(lrnment had prepared for submission t~ it. The problem of unemployment IS so acute, so desperate, that it
must demand the attention of every think.
ing member of the community. I do not
know what are the proposals that will be
placed before the Conference by the Commonwealth Government. I do not want
to misjudge the Oommonwealth Government by criticizing its proposals before
they have been submitted. But, as fa1;
as I have been able to learn, the report
of the expert8 offers no solution other thall
the in'stitutioll of a 10 per cent. reduction
ill real wages.
1~his Goyernment has been cha.rged
durmg the last few months with
failur~ to giv~ effect to legislation, passed
by thIs ParlIament last year, having to
do with the subject of work for sustenance.
Dealing with that matter, there is an interesting paragraph in the report of the
expert committee appointed by the Commonwealth Government. It statesThe sustenance found by Governments
should, as far as possible, be paid for work
done. This is impracticable in most instances,
owing to the small amount :{laid and the costs
of organization and superviSIOn. It costs considerably more to provide sustenance by intermittent work paid at basic wage rates than by
actual payment for sustenance.
Unless the
work is very carefully planned, the cost is high,
the wor.k done is of little value, and the effect
oh the morale of the worker is nearly as bad as
that of idlebess.

l[r. LIND.-That h:l8 not he en proved
rorrect in the cotuttry.
Mr. Cain.

Address-in-Reply :

Mr. CAIN.-I am not discussing what
have been proved Or disproved in
Isolated cases. The Government cannot
d~al with the circumstances in any partICular town. There are 40,000 unemployed men in Melbourne at .present.
This time last year the total llum ber was
32,000.
Throughout the whole State
there are 67,000 men and women out of
work. The number of unemployed males
in this city at present represents an increase of approximately 8,000. Yet the
Opposition is not sufficiently concerned to
allow this State to be represented at the
Premiers' Conference t.o-morrow, so that
there may be placed before it the proposals embodying the views of the citizens' committee. What did the citizens'
commi.ttee do ~ What were its sUl:rgestions ~ What remedies had it t.o offer ~
It proposed that the sum of £2,000,000
should be raised by a loan, and that
£1,750,000 should be raised by means of
unemployment relief taxation.
There
would be involved, in the raising of that
sum, an increase of approximately 10 per
cent. in the unemployment relief tax.
It is esti.mated that there will be 10 per
cent. less collected this year than was cdlI ected last year, owing to the falling incomes of taxpayers. By the loan a-!l d the
tax combined there would be provIded a
fund amounting to about £3,750,000.
lir. WETTENHALL.-How long will the
incomes last if you increase the taxation
by 10 per c~nt. each year ~
Mr. CAIN.-I venture to suggest that
this problem has been tackled by almost
every country. I am at a loss to find
a country that has hot had to adopt
similar suggestions to those which we
are attempting to adopt ih this State.
I wish to show what has occurred in
some of the States of America-il.!
the land of machinery ahd of highly
developed conditions of manufacture
and production.
I will make a quotation from the Engineering N ewsReeb,rd, which is published in New York,
and comes to Australia every month. The
December issue contains five articles 011
the subject of unemployment, and I shall
read the details of the Michigan plans for
the winter to show how they have abandoned machinery in the present circumstances.
~ay

All excavations and backfilling on bridge~
and culverts must be done by hand shovels,
team scrapefls, wheelbarrows, and carts. Unless otherwise specified, the excavation is to be
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removed froUl the foundations by hand, elev~t
ing the material by stages in the cofferdam
. . . AU carpenter work and finishing of
concrete surfa.ces is being done by hand. Concrete is transported from the mix~r to its place
by the use of carts or wheelbarrows. Any other
work not specifically listed above, on whioh
hand labour could be used, shall be done by
hand in so far as is. practicable.

That is what is happening in the United
States of America in an effort to try to
spread work and make it available for
labour. In some cases, the authorities
have mortgaged their future road incomes
in order to provide immediate employ·
ment. The Melbourne citizens' conference
on the problem of unemployment was
attended by some of the soundest econom·
ists here. They differed, but I shall not
discuss that matter now. 'Big business
interests and banking interests were re'Oresented, and they realized that it was absolutely essential that one of two things
should happen-either money must be
provided by loan or there must be increased taxation. The conference realized
that money must be found. No community can stand by and see its people
starve. After a long review, the conference came to the conclusion that we should
proceed with certain reproductive works,
which included bridges and roads, meutioned in the American scheme. In regard to the local proposals suitable for
unemployment relief work, we have
reached the stage when there are no further roads required in this State.
Mr. LIND.-Hold on!
~1:r. OAIN.-Then I shall say that we
have a road system that is complete WIthin a reasonable distance of civilization.
The honorable member lives in East
Gippsland, where there
are
more
miles of road than there are people. When
I say that no more roads are required, I
should mention that the Country Roads
Board advised us that it could not recommeJ,1d any job within a reasonable distance of the metropolis that it could not
carry out with its ordinary fund. One
job is proceeding in the honorable member's electorate. We suggested that the
sewering of country towns should be proceeded with. Provision would be made
for the expenditure of approximately
£330,000.
Sir STA~LEY ARGYLE.-Oan you say
how man.y towns ~
Mr. OAIN.-Yes. They are Swan
Hill, W arf-n~:pl~ool, Horsham~ Kerang,
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Kyneton, Wangaratta, Shepparton, Dandenong, Ararat, Bairnsdale, Lorne, and
Mornington. Three of the towns already
have sewerage authorities. In addition
to the expenditure of £300,000, which
would be advanced at a low rate of interest, provision would have to be made
for the service of the houses, which would
incur further expenditure, and employ
hundreds of men skilled and otherwise.
'l'he water supply works propos~d incluqed
the Yarrawonga weir, Bacchus Marsh
district
works,
Yarrawonga
outlet
works, and the first 10 miles of the
channel, Eppalock weir, GoulburnWaranga duplication ch~nnel, Bellarine
Peninsula, Western District scheme,
Dromana-Sorrento scheme, Eastern contour drain, Hallam-Chelsea pipe line, Cardinia syphon, Toomuc-Bunyip syphon enlargement, the duplication of the Oranbourne pipe line, and the East GoulburnDunbulbalane extension. These works
are spread all over Victoria. We also proposed to spend £250,000 on forestry, to be
spread throughout the State, commencing
at Mildura and finishing at Bairnsdale.
Mr. LIND.-And beyond that ~
Mr. CAIN.-These are some of the
works contemplated. The citizens' conf erence also recommended the setting aside
of £400,000 or £500,000 for the assistance
of private iudustry, principally gold milling, on which £100,000 or more could be
spent.
Mr. LIND.-What about assistance to
Crown land settlers ~
Mr. OAIN.-We have something better
to propose. Some of' the settlers have had
too much assistance; they are already too far in debt. We submitted a suggestion made by the
Minister of Lands, and supported
by his officers, that we should settle 500
families on the land. The 160 families
already placed on the land have been comparatively successful. As a matter of
fact, only two have left their holdings. .
Mr. LIN D.-Would it not be as well to
help some of the settlers already on the
land?
Mr. CAIN.-It may be necessary. Let
us hope that the settlers are making a
living.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-A poor one.
Mr. 9AIN.-Then those who go on the
land wIll make a poor living. The proposed works are largely reproductive, and

70 L-ieutenant-Governvr's Spet:ch :

LASSEMBL Y. ]

include sewerage, forestry, and water supply works. The Government was to suhmit a scheme for the consideration of the
Australian Loan Council and of banking
institutions. The citizens' conference had
the enthusiastic services of the Reverend
IIorton Williams, who must be givell
credit for initiating the proposal in the
first place in a speech that he delivered
as president of the recent Methodist
Conference. We had the privilege
and benefit of his experience at
the conference. He regularly attended
the meetings of the finance committee. I
suggest to honorable members who take
exception to the further borrowing of
money for the relief of unemployment
that if they are not prepared to agree to
such a plan, they must be prepared to increase the taxation. We cannot expect
the increasing army ·of unemployed men
and women, and the wives and children of
married men, to continue under present
Some honorable members
conditions.
proposed to reduce the unemployment relief tax by 50 per cent. to make the revenue
about £800,000. With the assistance of
the other House, the amount was raised
to £1,796,000. That sum has still to be increased. If we canno_t borrow the money,
increased taxation has to be borne by this
community, irrespective of what Governlllent is in power.
Mr. LIND.-There must be satisfactory
assurances that able-bodied men will be
required to work.
Mr. OAIN.-The scheme was based on
part time work for the unemployed, and
if the money had been expended in that
way it would have created new employment and possibly given an impetus to
industry that would have effected a
general improvement in the condition of
the State. The unemployment trouble is
not peculiar to Victoria. It is to be found
in all parts of the world. If the decision
of this House to-night is that the Government no longer possesses the confidence of
the House it will mean that the unemployment scheme prepared by the citizens'
committee will not be discussed at the Premiers' Oonference. If defeat is followed
by an election there will be a delay of
five or six weeks while the election is being
held, and then -the new Government will
require two or three weeks to prepare the
necessary legislation. In the meantime
the unemployed will be left in a?jert
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P?verty during the greater part of the
WInter. The Opposition does not appear
to be concerned about the plight of the
unemployed. If immediately following
the defeat of the Government a Ministry
were formed from members now on the
Opposition benches, that Ministry could
act more quickly than would be the case
in the event of an election. If, however,
the object of the Opposition is that the
Government should go to the countrypersonally I am not much concerned
whether there is an election or not-there
can be only one prospect for the unemployed, and that is that three months
will elapse before any relief can be given
to them. Honorable members are aware
that, in addition to the state of affairs
that I have outlined, the Unemployment
Relief Fund is almost exhausted. I
understand the Fund will be exhausted about the middle of May.
There is
another important consideration. Evictions of unemployed
families because they are not able to pay
rent are causing a. great deal of trouble.
The A. ttorney-General gave notice last
night of a Bill which will contain proposals to the effect that some contributioll
f=ihould be made by the community towardu
the assistance of owners qf property who
have provided shelter for unemployed
families and have received no rent for
their homes. The Government's proposal
might not meet with the approval of the
IIouse, but at least it is an honest attempt to deal with a difficult situation.
This House, and particularly another place,
have declared that the responsibility of
housing the unemployed is not one solely
for the landlords, but is a community
charge.
T,he Government's proposal,
which would be submitted as a basis of
discussion, is that the community should
provide 25 per cent. of the rent of the
property for 'which the landlord is 1'1:'ceivlng no return. If the Government is
defeated that legislation will not be introduced and the evictions will continue. If
the attitude that is being adopted by the
Opposition towards the Government is a
display of its interest in the unemployed,
I am satisfied that the unemployed, those
persons in employment, and many other
citizens who are taking a great interest in
the solution of the unemployment problem
and want immediate action, will
not approve of the Opposition's tactics.
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The only question that appears to be
worrying the Opposition is the implementing of the Premiers' plan. I point out
that there. is no necessity to implement
that plan for at least another ten weeks.
That does not seem to matter to the
Opposition. They say they must be sure
that the Government stands for a continuance of the reduction of Public Service i1alaries under the present plan, and
more reductions if necessariY. They do not
care if the unemployed starve in the
meantime.
I conclude by submitting to the good
judgment of the members of this House
that, irrespective of what may be the result of the vote on the amendment moved
by the Leader of the Opposition, the immediate demand on whatever Government
is placed in charge of the destinies of this
State will be to provide for the housing,
feeding, and clothing of those unfortunate
people who, through no fault of their own,
are in distress and will suffer greater distress when the severity of winter is felt.
Mr. BOND (Purt Fairy and Glenelg).
-N otwithstanding the fact that I
seconded the motion moved by the honorable member for Oakleigh for the adoption of the Address-in-Reply, I feel called
upon at this stage to address myself to
the amendment moved by the Leader of
the Opposition. During the last week
or' two discussion has centred very
largely round the question whether or not
the Premiers' plan, as enacted last session by this Parliament, should be reenacted. I intend to lea\e no doubt whatever in the minds of honorable members
or the people as to where I stand on that
matter. When the time comes, and it is
necessary to consider the re-enactment of
the plan which I have supported, I will
support it again. I feel that at the present time it would be unwise to precipitatc
a crisis in this House. T here are in this
State no fewer than 73,000 unemployed
persons, many of whom are practically
on the verge of destitution, and I do not
fecI that this House is justified in creating
a crisis while those people are in need.
There is also a large army of closer
settlers throughout the State who have
been looking to Governments year after
year for some relief. Are they to be asked
to wait longer for an indication of the
l'elief that they may expect to receive in
the future? In view of their position I
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feel that it would be unwise to precipitate
a crisis at this stage, and thereby delay
Parliamentary action to provide relief for
the settlers.
I want to say definitely that when the
time comes for the re-enactment of the
plan I shall not be found wanting. I
supported the plan conscientiously believing that it was right and in the best
interests of the community. I could not
~eel that I would be justified in supportmg any proposal that there should be paid
to the public servants, who have the advantages of continuity of employment and
superannuation rights, the salaries that
they received in. prosperous times, when
t.here were men m the streets unemployed
and on the verge of destitution. I do not
think that policy could be justified, and
tliat :V'as, my reason for s~pporting the
PremIers plan. When the tIme comes for
the re-enactment of the plan I shall follow the course that I steadfastly followed
during last session and during the last few
months.

Mr. DUNSTAN (Korong and E,},gtehawlc).-I do not desire to take up a g;eat
deal of time in discussing the amendment
that has already been so well debated. I
intend to support the amendment. The
I.leader of the Opposition submitted it
after he had given the Acting Premier the
opportunity of setting out the attitude
that the Government intended to adopt
regarding the re-enactment of the Premiers' plan. The Acting Premier gave a
very evasive reply. Even when the honorable gentleman spoke to-night on the
amendment he ~odged all round it, spoke
on every conceIvable subject, and dealt
with everything except the Premier::;'
plan.
Mr. B.AILEY.-He spoke to the amendment.
:Mr. DUNSTAN.~That is. splitting
straws. It may satIsfy the MIlllster of
Lands, but it will not satisfy the electors
of Victoria. They are entitled to kno"r
what attitude the Government intends to
adopt on this all-important question. One
?f the most important problems confrontmg the people of Victoria is the balancing of the Budget.
Everybody r~alizes
that we must Jive within our means and
every citizen is entitled to know wha't the
Governme.nt :ntends· to. d.o in respect to
the PremIers plan, but the Government
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does not appear to have any views on that
lllatter. When the nnjlllcial emergency
logislation was before the House the
Mil1i~try and some of its supporters
claimed credit for having introduced the
plan in Victoria.
Mr. SLATER.-There were some clausee
in the Financial Emergency Bill which
you did not support.
Mr. DUNSTAN.--There may be
clauses in a Bill to which some honorable
members take exception, but they do not
oppose the Bill. The Ministry and a
number of its supporters claim credit,
and rig;htly, too, for the introduction of
the financial emergency legislation which
includes the reduction of Public Service
salaries, but another section of the Government's supporters claim credit because
they opposed the legislation. :M:inisterialists cannot have it both ways. The Government should speak with one voice
only, and it sho~lld take the electors into
its confidence and assure them that it will
do its utmost to secure the re-enactment of
the plan.
I wish to assure honorable
nlembers on the Ministerial side of the
House that had it not been for the assistance which was rendered by this (the
Opposition) side the Financial Emergency Bill would never have been placed
upon the statute-book. I think that the
Attorney-General will give the Opposition, including the members of the
Country party, some credit on that score.
. Mr. TUNNEcLIFFE.-Having passed
the measure into law you intrigued for
the rest of the session to get us ou t of
offioe.
Mr. DUNSTAN.-N othing of the
kind. The Premier before leaving this
State about a month ago-we all regret
his illness-made his farewell speech at
Ballarat, on which occasion he said that
he accepted full responsibility for his
share of the Premiers' plan. He added
that this country could not have been
saved without it, and that the plan would
have to be continued for more than one
year. I desire to know-and I think
that the people of this State have a right
to know-whether the Government in the
Premier's absence will stand behind that
honorable gentleman, or whether it will
be dominated by the Trades Hall officials.
That, I think, is a fair and pertinent
question. I think th~t there are a num,-
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bel' of honQrable members on the Ministeril+l side of the House who appreoiatt~
the necessity of re-enfl,cting the Prewiers'
plan, and I think that it is quite unreasonable ill the interests of· the State
that they should be placed in the invidious position of being dictated to by
a body outside Parliamellt. I do not
wish to dwell on that question any longer
at the moment.
In his speech the Minister of Railways
dealt with the question of unemployment.
All parties in this House stand to render
every assistance possible in order to effect
some alleviation of the distress in our
midst.
No party has a monopoly of
sYlnpathy for the unemployed.
In my
capacity as the member for Korong and
Eaglehawk I have used unsparing efforts
to render every possible assistance. I do
not care what Government is in powerI do not care whether the Government
goes out of office to-night and a new
Administration takes its place or whether
an election is held-the unemployed have
to be catered for. I believe that there is
no honorable member who will tolerate
any unemployed person in this community being allowed to starve.
Every
unemployed pers()n hl:l,s to receive the
utmost amount of assistance which this
State can afford to give.
Mr. MURPHY.- One of the members of
the Legislative Oouncil said that a hungry
man should be glad to get work, and to
get three meals a day for it .
Mr. DUNSTAN.-I do not share those
sentiments at all. I hold that the unemployed are entitled to the utmost consideration. There are a very great number of genuine cases in this State,
including men who have been thrown
upon the industrial scrap heap through
no fault of their own, and I venture to
Bay that the State has to' provide the
necessary help in order to put those
people in a better position than that in
which they are at ,present. Members of the
Government have mentioned what has
been done by it in the direction of solving
the problem. l am not blaming the Government; I suppose that it has attempted
to do something, but although it has been
in power for two and a half years the unemployment problem seems to be no nearer
a solution than it was when the GovernWe have heard
ment first took office.
the Minister of Railways say that there
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are between 60,000 and 70,000 unemployed in this State. It seems to be a
huge and growing army. It is a most
pitiful and pathetic spectacle to see so
many able-bodied men tramping the
streets of the metropolis and the country
roads in search of work.
The Government has not been sympathetic towards a large number of men
who have been endeavouring to do some·thing to help themselves. I refer to
prospectors and fossickers, of whom there
are a number in my district.
The
married men were receiving an allowance
of 8s. a week, and the single men 5s. a
week, to enable them to continue their
fossicking. About two months ago the
Government discontinued those allowances, and showed no sympathy for the
men who were prepared to go out and do
such work.
Mr. O.uN.-I suppose that you. win
double those allowances if you get the
opportunity.
Mr. DUNSTAN.-I am particularly
anxious that the allowances should be restored at once, and if possible increased,
so as to encourage the men to help themselves and produce some wealth from the
earth. Every ounce of gold they win
is an addition to the wealth of the community. It is no use keeping men in
idleness; that is no good to them, and
they do not desire it. Oertainly it is of no
benefit to the State. Surely it is a long
way better to give every man an opportunity to do a little mining or, if possible,
place him on the land. Let us give the
men an opportunity of trying to. do something towards making a living. In the
years to come, and certainly in the immediat€ future, it will not be a question
of making or saving money; it will simply
be a matter of trying to make a living
or of doing eomething in that direction.
An unemployed man who is settled on a
small area of land may be able to grow
only a small quantity of produce, but
everything that he grows is relieving the
burden upon the' community to that ex,.
tent. Such a policy should be encouraged
and extended as far as possible. I rose
to assert that the Oountry party is
anxious to do everything to help the unemployed.· Whatever Government is in
power, we shall do our. best in that
respect.
Session 1932.-[5J
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Mr. BURNETT GRAY (St. Kilda).When I spoke yesterday I said that I was
very much surprised at an amendment
such as that which has been moved to
the Address-in-Reply to the LieutenantGovernor's Speech being launched on the
eve of a Premiers' Oonference. W &
find that the Oonference has been adjourned because of the want-of-confidence
move.m.ent in this House. Every honorable member knows that the Premier took
a very active, in fact, a leading part in
the framing of what is known as the Pre·
miers' plan.
As a matter of fact, he
claimed that he and the Minister of
Public Works (Mr. Jones) were the in. .
struments by which the Premiers' plan
was evolved, and they were the men who
took the greatest sta.nd in the bringing
of that plan to fruition. I rise to-night
ID.-ore in sorrow than in anger, not so much
at the attitude of the Leader of the Opposition in moving the amendment embodying an expression of want of confidence
in the Government, but more at the
attitude of the Acting Premier and
the other members of the Ministry
in deserting their leader while he
is abroad. I sh6uld like to know if
the Acting-Premier, or the Government
as a whole, has got into touch with the
Premier and ascertained whether he has
changed his views, or whether he still
stands, as he did in tl?e past, solidly for
the' Premiers' plan. From my very close
association, with the Premier, and from
what I know of him, I would say that if
his colleagues cabled him in respect of
this crisis his reply, so far as his attitude
on the Premiers' plan is concerned, would
be very decisive, whatever outside influences may be at work. I desire to say
nothing further on that matter except
that the Premier always adopted a very
bona fide attitude.
I think that the
other members of his Government also
adopted that attitude in the past, otherwise this State would never have had
the Premiers' plan; it never would
have been adopted, and it never
would have been put into execution.
I consider that the Acting Premier has
not been acting in accordance with the
ideas or the ideals of the Premier. The
Government on all occasions up to the
present has given an assurance to the
people of this State, and to those members
who so solidly supported them during

1'4 Lieutenant-Governor's Speech:

[ ASSEMBLY.]

last session, that they would closely
adhere to the Premiers' plan. I feel that
my attitude will be absolutely consistent
should I VQte against the GQvernment Qn
this question. I stand for every method,
every means, Qf rehabilitating the credit
and cQnfidence Qf VictQria. If the CQntinuance Qf the Premiers' plan is really
the issue to-night, then the Government
should stand 0'1' fall Qn it. To my mind a
nobler effQrt was made by Victoria than
by any Qther State in the CommQnwealth
to carry out the plan in its letter and
spirit. I, fQr one, dO' not want that effort
to be wasted. .My duty throughQut the
1Vhole of my parliamentary career has
been clear-cut. I have regularly taken
my place in this Assembly. I have closely
watched every mQve, and I feel to-night
that I have been sQmewhat misled. I feel
that I have been led into a path that is
contrary to what I expected. Of CQurse I
recQgnize the fact that the Premier is
absent from the State. I think if he were
here his answer to the questiQn of whether
the Premiers' plan would be adhered to'
would be very clear and definite. I know
him so well that I have nO' dQubt his
answer WQuld be just as straightforward
as that given by the Minister of Public
WQrks (Mr. J. P. JQnes) a few days ago.
I, fQr Qne, dO' not intend to give up my
rights to' any outside body. We are the
representatives Qf ·the people. We have
been sent here to dO' the very best for the
people in accordance with our pledges
and ability.
I think it a very sorry
citate of affairs when irresponsible bodies
can dictate to the Government as
to what course the Government shall
take. I feel, in saying that, that I can
app~ the remark as much to one side of
the House as to the other.
Mr. KEANE.-Y ou are the Qnly pure
man in politics, I suppose.
Mr. BURNETT GRAY (St. Kilda).The Acting Premier had time to give careful 'consideratiQn to what he had to say,
And I take it, therefore, that he gave a
well-considered statement. After listening
to it I can only say that I am not satisfied with it. I regret that. Personally
I should have welcomed a different statement for many reasons, the first and main
reason being that a different statement
would have been in the true interests of
the State. As every member knows, I
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have Qn. many occasiQns, when I CQnsidered the (}overnment was right, supported it. In justification of that support, I must say that I give the GQvernment, and particularly the Premier, the
greatest credit for the able' manner in
which many intricate financial measures
were handled last sessiQn. We have only
to IQQk back at some Qf those measures to
realize the splendid wQrk that was dQne
by the Government. The first great
financial measure was the Debt CQnver&ion Agreement Bill. This was a Bill
"TO' approve an agreement between the
CQmmQnwealth Qf Australia Qf the first
part and the States Qf New SQuth Wales,
Victoria, Queensland, South ,Australia,
Western Australia, and Tasmania of the
secQnd, third, fQurth, fifth, sixth, and
seventh parts respectively relating to the
cQnversiQn Qf the internal public debts of
the CQmmQnwealth and the States." That
Bill arQse Qut Qf the deliberatiQns Qf the
Premiers' CQnference. A little later we
liad the Debt CQnversion Agreement Bill
(NO'. 2) which related to the cQmpulsory
cQnversiQn Qf such debts. That Bill was
handled very ably by the Government,
and it went thrQugh with a very large
majQrity.
Then we had the great measure regarding which all the. trQuble is tonight-the Financial Emergency Bill,
which embQdied the principal parts of the
Premiers' plan. This was a Bill "To
make necessary provision for carrying Qut
a plan agreed Qn by the CQmmQnwealth
and the States for meeting the grave financial emergency existing in Australia, reestablishing financial stability, and restoring industri al and general prosperity."
Those things have nQt been accQmplished
yet. As a matter Qf fact here we are Qn
the verge of a very severe winter. Although our finances are improving gradually, the depressiQn has not lifted either
in this State or elsewhere in the CQmmonwealth. I feel that the House, instead of being divided as it is to-night,
shQuld be standing solidly for the carrying Qut of the ideal of the Financial
Emergency Act. Another very important
measure was carried last session, a measure in regard to which I played an active
part and tOQk cQnsiderable interest. As a
matter of fact, I was the first member of
the House to' advQcate the Bill. I refer
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to the Landlord and Tenant (Rent Reduction) Bill. Honorable members will recollect what an intricate measure that was,
and how every inch of the way had to be
fought by the Government, with the assistance of the honorable member for Ouyen
and myself, and of the honorable member
for Gippsland North in respect to some
clauses. That Bill was carried by a
narrow majority only, but it must have
been a very good Bill because it went
through the Legislative Oouncil in record
time with practically no amendment.
It was a Bill to provide for a reduction
for a certain period of the rent payable
in respect of certain leases, and for
other purposes. It was an integral
,art of the financial emergency legislation and of the Premiers' plan.
The
passing of that Bill has given relief
to thousands of people throughout Victoria. There were other Bills which are
also worthy of mention. There were the
Licensing (Fees) Bill, the passing of
which meant a reduction of licensing
fees, and the Licensing (Half-yearly
Payments) Bill. There was the Sewerage Districts (Temporary Reduction of
Interest) Bill, the purpose of which was
to reduce temporarily the rate of interest
payable by certain owners in accordance
with section 91 of the Sewerage Districts
Act; it has given financial relief to a
large number of property owners. The
Local Government (Temporary Reduction of Interest) Bill was passed for the
purpose of reducing temporarily the rate
of interest payable by certain owners in
accordance with section 582 of the Local
Government Act. Finally, there was the
Bill which came before thiS! House very
late in the session-the fourth unemployment relief amendment measure.
I have always supported the Premiers'
plan. I know that some honorable members will say that we did not put the Premiers' plan into effect. But I &ay that
the Premier of this State brought down
the Premiers' plan to this House.
It
was certainly amended, and I will admit
that there are many anomalies 'in it.
There are anomalies in regard to the
Public Service. Whilst still supporting
the Premiers' plan, I now say that if I
have the honour to remain a member of
this House, and the matter of the reenactment of the Premiers' plan legiala-
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tion comes before us, I shall decidedly nse
every effort to remove those anomalies
from the financial emergency legislation.
Mr. MALTBY.-That is good' election
stuff.
Mr. BURNETT GRAY (St. Kilda).Well, it is true, and' everything that is
true is right.
Mr. SLATER.-See bow your friend.,
love you!
Mr. BURNETT GRAY (St. Kilda).I do not think they ever loved me much.
They respect me all the same. I very
much regret that the Government took
no steps last session to correct those anomalies which I have indicated. There are
anomalies in connexioD wi th the police
cuts. In my opinion-and I voiced my
protest at the time-it was very unfair
that there should have been a triple cut
inflicted on the police. I regret that the
Government did not carry out the promises of the Premier that he would restore to the members of the Police Force
those allowances that had been cut out
before the Premiers' plan legislation was
introduced.
Mr. HAYEs.-The next Government
will restore them all right.
Mr. BURNETT GRAY (St. Kilda).I hope that it will do so, because the
action of the present Government was
I am
most unjust to the police.
thoroughly convinced that there will be
a return to years of prosperity.
There
is no member of this House, there is no
citizen of Australia, who doubts that
prosperity will return. We know that
we have a glorious country. We know
of its great recuperative powers; we also
know the methods that are being adopted
by certain Governments of Australia,
and we know that an era of prosperity
will come again within a few years. We
have had in the past just as dark days
as those through which we are now passing. Honorable members will recall the
days of 1902, and those earlier days of
the period after the land boom, when
there was great poverty, distress, and
destitution ,in Victoria..
Honorable
members will remember also that in 1914
and 1915 we had to import into this
State 'supplies of wheat. I hope I shall
be here when prosperity returns, because
I am hoping to take a very active part in
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restoring to the public servants of Victoria, and to all those who have made
sacrifices, those things that 'they have
been prepared to give up almost voluntarily in order to help their State
through this distressful time.
"As I have mentioned before, I was
elected as a Liberal. I have endeavoured
throughout my parliamentary career to
upliold
the highest
standards
of
Liberalism as I interpret them. I was
elected to this House to vote for measures,
and not for parties. I feel that many
other members of this House realize that
to-night, and that jf they could vote as
their hearts and consciences dictated
they would be rendering to the State
very" much more valuable service than
they are rendering today.
MR. McADAM.-That applies to both
aides.
Mr. BURNETT GR.A.Y (St. Kilda).
-It applies to every side. But honorable members cannot put it into
effect.
They are tied by the leg
ropes of party government, and" they
cannot do what they feel in their hearts
is the right thing. I hope that honorable
members win rise above those shackles
and do what they conscientiously believe
to be right in the interests of the State~
This State is not out of the woods. Ithas a very hard time to go through in
the next two years. The people are
demanding that legislators shall put
~heir country before any party. A man
"who goes before the people and is
courageous enough to stand up to that
policy, and who is nob1e enough and true
enough to do what he thinks right in his
own heart, is the man who will have the
whole-hearted support of the people. I
have heard it said by some members of
this Chamber and by some people outside
that this Parliament is unworkable. I say
emphatically that at all times this
Parliament has been workable, that at all
times the majority of the members of
this Parliament have ru'led. Democracy
has been carried out to its fullest extent
in this Parliament, and this Parliament
is" no more unworkable to-day than it has
been at any time. Weare the representatives of the people, and we have been
sent here to do what we· think right in
the "best interests of the country. If
Parliament is unworkable it is only so
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because of the" shackles of the party
machine.
In conclusion, there wiH be a vote
taken on the want-of-confidence amendment. I do not know how that vote wiH
go. I am not acquainted with the way in
which other honorable members intend
to vote. But if the vote goes against the
Government and a Government is formed
by the Leader of the Opposition I shall be
quite prepared in the interests of my
country to stand solidly behind Sir
Stanley Argyle in carrying out the
Premiers' plan to its fullest extent. I
hope that honorable members will realize
the great responsibility that they owe to
the people of Victoria. I hope that they
will sink their old selfish aspirations and
will rise above them in the best interests
of the State and the people. And, if it is
necessary to form a nationa'l Government
to carryon the affairs of this State, I
hope that the leaders of this Parliament
will recognize that they owe a responsibility to the .people of Victoria
and will have no compunction in
forming a truly national Government.
On both sides of the House there are
men who are prepared to sink everything
to place Victoria on the road to
prosperity. I hope that they will rise
above party issues and personal aspirations and throw their heart and soul into
the effort to make this State prosperous
once again.
The House divided on Sir Stanley
Argyle's amendment (Sir Alexander
Peacock in the chair)Ayes
Nooo

29
25

Majority for the amendment

4

AYES.

Mr.
"
"
Sir
Mr.
"
"
"
"
"

Allan
Allnutt
Angus
Stanley Argyle
Bennett
Coyle
Diffey
Downward
Dunstan
Eyernrd
Glowrey
Burnett Gray
(st. Kilda)

"

J. A. Gray
(HOlOtG01'll)
Hyland
.

Lieut.-Co1. Knox
Mr. Lind
" Linton
" Luxton
" Macfarlan
" Manifold
" McDonald·
" McLachlan
" Menzies
" Moncur
" Pennington
" Toutcher
Wettenhall.
Tellers:
Mr. Kent Hughes
" Maltby.

Adjournment.
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"
"
"
"
"
"

Bailey
Blackburn
Bond
Brownbill
Cain
Cook
Cotter
Drakeford
Frost
Hayes
Holland
Jackson
Keane

Mr.
"
"
"
"

McAdam
Murphy
Prendergast
Reid
Satchell
Slater
" Solly
" Tunnecliffe
'Vallace
Webber.
Tellers:
Mr. Cremean
" Lemmon.

rho PRESIDENT (Sir Frank Clarke)
took the chair at 4.53 p.m., and read
the prayer.

"Mr. Hogan
" McKenzie
" Hjorth
Jewell
Pollard.

ADJOURNMENT.
PREMIERS' CONFERENCE: REPRESENTATION
OF VICTORIA.
Mr. TUNNECLIFFE (Chief Secretary).
-In view of the decision at which the
House has just arrived, I moveThat the House, at its rising, adjourn until
4 p.m. on Tuesday next.

I should also like to say that the
Leader of the Opposition has mentioned
the fact that Supply will have to be
provided. I have ascertained from the
Treasury that if Supply is passed next
Tuesday it will be in ample time to meet
requirements.
The motion was agreed to.
Mr. TUNNECLIFFE (Chief Secretary).
- I moveThat the House do now adjourn.

Because of the amendment that has been
carried, I desire to intimate to the
Leader of the Opposition that it would
be impracticable and undesirable for me,
as the head of the defeated Government,
to attend the Premiers' Conference. Any
views that I might express might be out
of harmony with those of the incoming
Government, and I therefore propose not
to attend the Premiers' Conference
to-morrow.
The motion was agreed to.
The House adjourned at 9.35
until Tuesday, April 19.
S'esRion ]932.-[6]
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POSITION OF MINISTRY.
The Hon. J. P. JONES (Minister of
Public Works). - Honorable members
will be aware of the fact that since our
last meeting a motion adverse to the
Ministry has been carried in another
place.
They are also aware that His
Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor has
granted a dissolution of the Assembly,
and an election will take place on the
date that has been fixed. Following the
usual practice, the Government could not,
of course, proceed to-day with any business or answer questions. The only Bills
that we could present would be such as
are urgently needed for the purpose of
the State.
An Appropriation Bill is
being introduced in another place, and in
order that the services of the country
may be carried on during the elections
it will be necessary for this House to consider that Bill later to-day.
I suggest
that as that measure probably wi~l not
reach this House for some time, you,
Mr. President, should leave the chair,
and that honorable members should meet
again when' ,called together by you.
The Hon. Dr. HARRIS (NorthEastern Province).-I should like the
Leader of the House to give the reason
why the Government is taking an opportunity of presenting-in preference to
a measure to grant temporary Supplythe Appropriation Bill which this House
refused to pass last December,
The Hon. J. P. JONES (Minister of
Public Works).-I understand that the
arrangement to present the Appropriation Bill was reached as the result of a
conference between the Acting Premier
and the I~eader of the Opposition in
another place.
I may say that I was
under the impression that we should ask
for Supply until the 31st of May, but
the Under-Treasurer, when he presented
for my signature the order applying for
the Lieutenant-Governor's message, informed me to-day of the arrangement
\vhich had been arrived at. Apparently
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it was thought better to apply for the
amount required for the following month,
the object being-I should imagine-to
save money.
When I was told of the
agreement that had been reached between
the Acting Premier and the Leader of
the Opposition, I signed the application
to His Excellency.
, """; r>A';Il~ll
. n f~l:J

HAlLWAY DEPARTMENT . .J~
COMMISSIONERS' TOURS OF INSPECTIONSUNDAY TRAINS-ANSWERS TO MEMBERS' QUESTIONS.
The Hon. W. H. EDGAR (East Yarra
P'rovince).-I desire to move the adjournment of the House in order to discuss the subject of "the administration
of the Railway Department and the
delay in supplying information to honorable members."
Six honorable members rose in their
places (as required by the Standing
Order) to indicate approval of the proposed discussion.
The Hon. W. H. EDGAR (East Yarra
Province) .-On the 15th of January, I
wrote to the Railways Commissioners
asking for certain information regarding
the cost of running the Oommissioners'
inspection trains. On the 5th of April
I received a somewhat garbled reply
which did not .give the information that
I required, and I referred the matter
back by a series of questions designed to
obtained the requisite information.
Those questions I asked on the last day
of meeting, and, as the Minister of
Public Works has intimated, they are, in
the present circumstances, not likely to
be answered. I am not sure whether he
has the answers.
The Hon. J. P. JONES.-I have not.
The Hon. W. H. EDGAR.-That is
definite.
.A fortnight has elapsed since
I asked the series of questions. To me
the position reveals a very serious state
of affairs.
It is serious that there
should be expenditure year after yearalthough I admit that it is sanctioned
by some Act of Parliament-on an inspection of the railways by two Oommissioners and a staff, who travel on fullyequipped trains and fare sumptuously on
the best that the State can provide. They
go up and down the country on a fruitless
errand. Two days' notice is given of the
arrival of the train, and cOT}sequently all
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the officials have the stations in :6.rst class
order. I inquired about the last trip that
was taken to the Goulburn Valley in the
beginning of this year, when the party
was away four days. The train was
equipped on the Sunday evening and left
early on the Monday morning. I have
to acknowledge the earnestness and kindness of the Minister of Railways in his
endeavours to get information on this
matter. The honorable gentleman did all
he could, but there seems to be an autocratic rule that will allow only certain
figures to be supplied. According to the
information given to me, the out-ofpocket expenses for the four days' travelling amounted to £93. Two of the Railways Commissioners were in the party,
and ,prior to the reo-uction of salaries one
was receiving £5,000 and the other £1,750
a year. Their salaries for the four days
would nearly equal the amount of expenses alone.
The Hon. G. L. GOUDIE.-It may have
been time well spent.
The Hon. W. H. EDGAR.-I should
like to know when a report showing results from these trips was submitted to
Parliament.
.The trips are mere fripperies and a waste of money.
The Hon. Dr. HARRIS.---':"'YOU are wrong.
The Hon. W. H. EDGAR.-The staff
of inspectors is sufficient to do such
work.
The Hon. J. P. JONEs.-HOow is the
total of £93 made up?
The Hon. W. H. EDGAR.-All the information I have is that it is out-of-pocket
expenses.
The HOll. Dr. HARRIs-What do you
mean by " out-of-pocket expenses"?
The Hon. W. II. EDGAR.-I asked
for information relating tosalaries and wages of officers and employees;
ove.rtime, travelling, and other allowances paill
to officers and employees.

The Hon. Dr. HARRIS.-How many
places:did the party visit?
The Hon. W. H. EDGAH.-There is a
staff of twelve and a crew of seven.
The Hon. Dr. HARRTs.--Did the party
stop at every station?
The Hon. W. H. EDGAR.-Yes. The
out-of-pocket expenses are estimated at
£93. If my arithmetic is not wrong, I
maintain that the salaries./ of the two
Railways Oommissioners amounted to
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that sum for the four days. It is impossible to say w;hat the twelve officers
did.
The Hon. M. SALTAu.-The salaries
of the Railways Oommissioners would go
on even if they were sitting in their
offices.
The Hon. W. H. EDGAH.-Surely
there is any amount of work for them
to do in their offices. I fail to understand
how the two Railways Commisflioners,
the twelve officers, and a crew of seven
can be spared to parade this ~)tate in
these days when economy is necessary.
If any information was given to Parliament as a result of these trips, the position would be different.
The Hon. Dr. fuRRls.-There are results.
The Hon. W. H. EDGAH.- -\Vhat are
the results? According to the figures supplied, about £2,000 is spent annually on
these tour" but if we take into account
the salaries of the Railways Commissioners and calculate the wages of the
men occupied on the train, and also
reckon their board and lodging, I maintain that the amount runs into many
thousands of pounds. This House is entitled to a statement concerning the results from the expenditure of this money.
I have asked fair questions. We hear a
great deal about economies, but the Government and Parliament seem to be
afraid to investigate the enormous deficiency that is occurring from year to
year in the Railway Department.
The Hon. E. L. KIERNAN.-They do
not desire parliamentary interference.
The Hon. W. H. EDGAH.-There is
no parliamentary interference about the
questions that I am asking. That cry is
nonsense, and is raised as a bogey to prevent inquiry into many cases of leakages
that ought to be stopped. These tours
could be prevented if the Hailways Act
were amended, and £4,000 or £5,000
would be saved each year. AU the administrative work could be done by the
memher for the district affected waiting
011 the Hailways Oommissioners in the
Melbourne offices. I can see that I shall
have to wait until after the elections for
answers to my questions. Whoever may
then be the Minister of Railways may be
able to obtain the facts for which I have
asked.
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The Hon. G. L. GOUDIE.-Do you suggest that bad management has caused a
lot of losses on the railways?
The Hon. W. H. EDGAR.-If the
head of a private business asked for a
return, would he be willing to wait for
three months for it? Where is the bookkeeping of the Hailway Department? It
must be chaotic. The delay involved in
replying to my questions reveals that the
Railways Oommissioners do not know
where we are drifting to.
The Hon. 11:. SALTAU.-Where is the
manager of a big business who does not
like to see his assets?
The Hon. W. H. EDGAR.-Such a
man goes through his departments. and
he knows everything that is going on in
the business. His arrival is not announced. I wish to find out what practical benefit is derived from these trips.
The Hon. A. M. ZWAR.-The Hailways
Oommissioners meet their clients at every
station and hear their grievances.
The Hon. W. H. EDGAR.-Members
of Parliament are constantly in touch
with their constituents. If I knew of any
,grievances that were remedied as a result
of these trips, it would be all right. The
stationmasters ought to be responsible
for their domains, and should have control of them. The expenditure on these
tours of inspection could be cut out without interference with the country districts.
. The Hon. H. H. SMITH.-You mean
that the Railways Oommissioners could
travel on the ordinary trains.
The Hon. W. H. EDGAH.-·I underst.and that the party stays fOol' a very
limited time at each station, and that
grievances are voiced at very few places.
·Members of Parliament representing the
country districts are very active in attempting to get the grievances of their
constituents redressed. If there is anything those members can do for their
constituents, they will do it without taking the Railways Oommissioners away
from the city.
I also wish to draw attention to the fact
that a tremendous amount of money is
being lost by the neglect of the Railways
Oommissioners to provide facilities for
the people to travel to tourist resorts.
For the last twenty years, the areas
nearer to Melbourne, such as Warburton,
Healesville, and Mt. Donna Buang have
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been developed. The Minister of Public
Works and Mr. Goudie know that thousands of pounds have been spent in that

to work on that day.
continues-

work. Although those places are near
Melbourne, they are almost inaccessible
so far as the Railway Department is COIlcerned. Proper railway facilities would
be provided if any real attention was
given to the wo~derful scenic beauties at
our door. The other afternoon, I travelled by train from Warburton, and the
journey of 47 miles took three hours.
The Hon. H. H. SMITH.-Do all the
trains take the same time?
The Hon. W. H. EDGAR.-I believe
they do. The fares are practically prohibitive.
The Hon. Dr. HARRls.-Did you ever
go to ~Mansfield ?
The Hon. W. H. EDGAR.-Yes. All
but a few places are overlooked or
uegleeted by the railways.
The PRESIDENT (Sir Frank Clarke).
-Is the honorable member not expanding his argument beyond the limits of
the motion?
The Hon. W. II. EDGAR.-~-l do not
think so. I felt that you, Mr. President, would keep me within certain limits.
The Hon. C. H. A. EAGER.-Are you
going to cover the whole of the administration of the Railway Department before
we finish the session?
The Hon. W. H. EDGAH.--Jt would
be to the advantage of this State and to
the credit of both Houses if they settled
down and tackled the question, and did
not allow the drift to continue in the
Railway Department. I have a copy of
an advertisement that now appears in the
railway carriages, and it reads-

weekly routine, the same change of week·day

What comes after Saturday i'
Of course, Sunday does.
But it's not the same Sunday for all people.

According to this advertisement, Mr.
Clapp's Continental Sunday comes after
Saturday. I did not know that we a,re
living in a pagan country; I believed
that we live in a Christian country. If
Mr. Clapp read Nehemiah, he would
read of the troubles suffered by the
Jewish people because of their violation of
the Sabbath. We are in trouble because
we are letting go the sanctities of lifeeverything is going overboard.
Mr.
Clapp is trying to, reduce Sunday to the
level of other days, and we shall all have

The advertisement

It's not the same complete break in the
habits and
And that it
trains have
comfortable

environment that it should be.
can be, now that Sunday country
solved the problem of cheap and
transport.

The advertisement is misleading, because
facilities for travelling to every country
station are not available-they are available only to a few stations, such as Ballarat and Bendigo.
The Hon. G. L. GOuDIE.-Arc )'OU advocating an extension of the facilities?
The Hon. W. H. EDGAR.-We have
to legislate for the whole of the State;
we are not here for the benefit of a
select few of the people. If it is right for
Bendigo to have these facilities, why is
it not right for Beechworth to have them?
Mr. Clapp has done more than any other
man to lower the moral standards of this
commun'ity by levelling down 4ite sanctity
The fares charged on
of the Sabbath.
Sundays are 70 per cent. less than those
charged 011 we.ek days, and they are increasing the deficit. Honorable members
meet here session after session, and, instead of trying to stop this leakage in
the Railway Department, they are content
to pay 5 per cent. or 6 per cent. extra
in income tax. The railway deficit is
char~d to the revenue of the State, and it
hits back at the community in the fo:m
of an increased income tax, yet not a VOIce
is raised to inquire into the financial condition of the Department. CeJ'taiTI honorable members' pay attention to the
Public Service, and yet we never
hear a word uttered about the administration of the Railway Department.
What did I find the other day ~
I called at a railway station to make inquiries concerning this Sunday traffic,
, and a responsible official said to me, "I
have had a passenger who was going to
Bendigo on Sunday morning. He asked
for a return, ticket for himself. That
cost him 8s. Then he said, 'I shall be
bringing my wife back from Bendigo
with me. What will be the amount of
I replied, 'The single fare
,her fare l'
to Melbourne will be 13s. 5d.;' whereupon he said, 'Then give me another
return ticket,' which he got for 5s. 5d.
lees than he would have been required to
pay for the single ticket." There.is 10-0t
a business man to-day who can Justify
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the statistics asseciated with the running
of these Sunday trains, invelving as they
do a reductien ef 70 per cent. in fares,
and an increase of 50 per cent. in wages.
Yet that is what is geing en. The advertisements which I have displayed tOo
henerable members are being printed and
circulated, net at Mr. Clapp's expense,
but at the expense ef henerable members, including myself, and the people oJ
the country generally.
The Hon. G. L. GouDIE.-But Mr.
Clapp' weuld net run these trains if they
did not pay.
The Hon. W. H. EDGAR.-Mr.
Goudie knows that trains are being run
practically empty on week days, but t,hat
on Sundays one can hardly secure a seat.
There is an undercurrent of unrest
throughout
the community
to-day.
There are very ugly portents arising
from the slackening of our moral standards. These advertisements, which are
going Oout all over the cOountry, contain
a contemptuous sneer at the Sabbath.
/ / What comes after Saturday ~ Sunday!" That is a studied insult tOo this
Christian cemmunity, and it is time
this Gevernment, er a new Gevernment, took some action.
The Sabbath
day is being broken down.
I am reminded of the days when N ehemiih hfld
to call a halt, when the people of
Jerusalem were engaged in buying and
selling on the Sabbath. He ordered that
the gates of the city should be closed
frem sunset until the fellewing sunset,
and that during that period no one
sheuld be allowed to come in and engage
in trading. Nobody in this community
can justify the absurd reductions which
have been made in railway fares on Sundays, hand in hand with the increase
which has been made in the wages' ef
railway employees.
That is going 011
during one day in the week, whilst on
the remaining days the trains are being
run practically empty. This country is
on the eve of an election. We may have
our elections, and Oour Premiers' Conferences, and we may legislate on various
matters, but if the kind of thing to
which I am directing attentien is allewed
to go on, all our legislation will fail to
get us out of the difficulties we are in.
To-day we are breaking down all moral
standards. We are letting in an element
that is weakening all the sanctities ef
the British nation.
We cannot trifle
with the cDmmandments Df the Almighty
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without suffering for SD doing. It is the
duty of Parliament to look into this
matter.
It would be interesting if a
committee of this House were appointed
to examine the points I have raised. I
am sure that something would then be
done to put a stop to what is going on
in our midst. Yet nOot a hand is lifted
to remedy the defects. The election will
be fought, but not a word will be said
about the situation of the Railway Department and the remedies required to
be put into effect.
The Hen. Dr. HARRIS.-I de not knew
abeut that."
The Hon. W. H. EDGAR.-The
matter of the Public Service will be
looked into, but we never hear anything
about anyone looking into the admini·stration of the Railway Department.
The Hon. M. SALTAu.-There has just
been an investigation.
The Hon. W. H. EDGAR.-By
whom~

The Hon. M. SALTAu.-The Commonwealth Government aPPOointed a bod;y of
experts.
The Hon. W. H. EDGAR.-That inquiry was merely one instigated by the
Cemmen wealth.
I am speaking ef a
State matter.
According to those experts, there is enly ene selutien fer the
difficulties of the railways, and that is to
drive motOor cars off the rOoads.
The Hon. G. L. GouDIE.-The Commissioners say they are losing a million
and a half of money by this motOor competition.
The Hon. W. H. EDGAR.-Rot!
The Hon. C. H. A. EAGER.-Doee
yOour condemnation extend to the running
of all Sunday trains, so as to make the
Sabbath a complete day of rest for everybody ~
The Hon. W. H. EDGAR.-If it costs
50 per cent. more to run trains on SundayaThe HOon. C. H. A. EAGER.-But regarding the moral aspect purely, would
you not prohibit the running of all
Sunday trains ~
The Hon. W. H. EDGAR.-I do not
know that I would.
The Hon. C. H. A. EAGER.-'Vhere
would you draw the line ~
The Hon. W. H. EDGAR.-By charging the 50 per cent. extra cost to those
who used the railways on Sundays.
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EAGER.-The

making of an extra charge could not
justify a mOoral wrOong.
The Han. W. H. EDGAR.-There
may be a necessity for running some
trains.
The Hon. E. G. BATH.-There is no
necessity for any trains Oon Sundays.
The HOon. W. H. EDGAR.-The running of certain trains in certain circumstances Oon Sundays has grown up with
the community itself, but, instead of increasing the number Oof Sunday trains, we
ought to be decreasing theI~l. If it is
right to run these excursion trains at reduced fares Oon Sundays why should it
.not be right tOo run them at the same
fares on all other days as well 1 Why is
not some relief given to the people outback 1 Why is not some relief given to
the farmers by the reductiOon of freight
charges? On Sunday next there are to
be 20 special trains going out to various
centres. I do not know whether the railway employees respond voluntarily to
these calls on their services on Sundays,
but I do know that this kind of thing
is gradually white-anting the morals of
the community, and ~hat such conditions
as may not be possible amongst us today will have becOome possible in five
years' time. By then the whole of us
will be at work on Sundays, as is the
case in Russia. I intend tOo set my face
against the Ola pp Oontinen tal Sunday
with all the forces at my disposal.
I
hope that honorable members will consider the seriousness of the position, and
will see for themselves how far this business should be tolerated, and how far this
autocratic government of the railways
should go Oon at the expense of the taxpayers. If the railways were properly
managed we should be able to red nce the
deficit, and thus reduce the burdens upon
the people.
The Hon. J. P. JONES (Minister of
Public Works).-With respect to the
qwesti0TI'3 placed on the Notice Paper
by Mr. Edgar, I have received a memorandum from the Ohairman of the Railways Oommissioners, Mr. Olapp, which
I think I ought to read to honorable
members.
It statesAdverting to the question of the Hon. W. H.
Edgar appearing on the Legislative Council
Notice Paper for Tuesday next, the Commissionefs desire to say that, although the preparatidn of the reply to this qucstion was put
in hand immediately, it will not be practicable
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to have the information completed in time
for the meeting of the Council on Tuesday next.
The del:!ired particulars, however, will lJe
prepared as quickly as possible, and the in-

formation forwarded to the Honorable

the

Minister.

The Hon. W. H. EDGAR.-That does
not coincide with the date of 15th of
January last, when I sent the first letter.
The Hon. J. P. JONES.-Mr. Edgar
asked his question on the last day on
which this House met, which was not in
January.
I do not recollect any question which he asked last January.
The Han. ,\V. H. EDGAR.-It was a
priv~1.te letter.
The Han. J. P. JONES.-The questions appearing on the Notice Paper today certainly call for considerable work
in gathering the information desired.
Mr. Edgar' has asked(a) How many tours of inspection by Railways Commissioners were made during the
year 1930-31?
(b) What was the cost of these tours, stating
separately(i) train running costs;
( ii) cost of provisioning the trains;
(iii) salaries and wages of officers and
employees;
(iv) overtime, travelling, and other allowances paid to officers and employees;
(v) travelling and other allowances paid t.o
persons other than officers and employees, specifying to whom paid
and amount paid to each; and
(vi) any other items of expenditure?
(c) How many officers and employees (spedfying the class of work performed by each),
and how many other parsons accompanied the
Commissioners on these tours?

If Mr. Edgar wants to be fair-and I
take it that we all want to be fair to
public officers charged with great responsibilities-he will concede that his questions amount to a very big order.
I
know, from the questions which come into
my own Department, that answers such
as Mr. Edgar wants take a tremendous
lot of time to prepare.
The Han. M. SAL'l'Au.-And what
about the cost?
The Hon. J. P. JONES.-As foJ' the
matter of the Railways Oommissioners
travelling up and down the country, I
can only say that if I owned a railway
I should be up and down it pretty often.
I should want to know just what was
being done on that railway, how it was
being run, how its services were being
received and patronized. I should want
to meet my customers so that I might
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hear from them any complaints or suggestions for the improvement of the
service.
Surely Mr. Edgar will see
that the Oommissioners have very considerable grounds for making these
tours, which, no doubt, owing to motor
competition, are more necessary for them
They must feel
now than ever before.
that it is urgently required of them that
they should get into touch with their
customers, and that they should learn the
nature and extent of the competition with
which they have to contend, and how
they can best meet that competition. I
thought it only right that I should make
known to honorable members generally
that .statement of the Chairman of the
Railways Oommissioners.

The Hon. Dr. HARRIS (NorthEastern Prov·ince).-The Leader of the
House has answered very largely certain
points which I had intended to state,
following on the remarks of Mr. Edgar.
At one time I was a municipal councillor
-certainly for only about eighteen
During that period it came
months.
within my own knowledge that the Railways Oommissioners, of whom Mr. Clapp
was not then one, paid half-yearly visits
to the railway towns in the north-east
The procedure was, and
of the State.
still is, I understand, that if the Oommissioners intended to make a tour of
inspection of any line or group of lines
in a particular area of the State, they
would send forth notices to every municipality concerned, to the effect that they
would be at a certain railway station at
a certain time, and would be prepared to
listen to any complaints or suggestions
that it might be desired to place before
That procedure appears to me
them.
to be a necessary one in connexion with
the administration of a property involving the capital sum of £72,000,000.
I know of these proceedings, because I
have attended some of the deputations of
municipal representatives which have
wai ted on the Railways Oommissioners
on their periodical visits. I know that
the.se consultations have not only resulted
in the beneficial discussion of business
questions, such as freight rates and
the methods of conducting railway
business, but have afforded the municipalities opportunities of airing the
oplnions of railway customers generally
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and making known to the Oommissioners the wants of the community. It
seems to me to be necessary that some
responsible authority should pay such
visits with the object of ascertaining the
views and requirements of people residing in the areas served by the railways.
I think that Mr. Edgar is wrong to some
extent in criticizing the Oommissioner",
for making these periodical tours.
As for the manner in which the
visits are carried out, I have no knowledge of them, except that I travelled
once 'wi th the Oommissioners in th~ir
train for about 11 miles.
Necessarily,
it had to be a special train, because it
stopped at all stations for as long as was
The Oomrequired by circumstances.
missioners could not have used an ordinary passenger train to enable them to
carry out their duties. As for the matter
of luxuries on the Oommissioners' train,
I know nothing about that; but I presume that the Oommissioners, who are in
receipt of good salaries, would travel
under first class conditions, just as Mr.
Edgar would do. If they were sitting
down to a meal provided on the train, I
presume that that meal would be a decent
one.
With regard to the question of servants and assistants on the special train,
I think that a man who is paid £5,000,
and is capable of managing a property
worth £72,000,000, would not abuse his
authority by employing more than were
But I do nGt
absGlutely necessary.
know; I have not gone intO' the matter.
Mr. Edgar has made reference to the
Oontinental Sunday.
I notice that he
never sa.ys anything abGut the British
Sunday, but I understand-and I shGuld
like to be corrected by him if I am
wrong-that in Great Britain there is a
cGnsiderable amount of liberty with regard to sport and amusement after
church on Sundays.
The Hon. :!'vI. SALTAu.-And there are
any number of trains.
The Hon. Dr. HARRIS.-Yes; and
Mr.
any amount of social enjoyment.
Edgar ahvays ~mphasizes the Oontinental
Sunday. We know that on the Continent
the people, after they have attended
Divine Service Gn Sunday, are nGt tied
down by the old Puritanical restrictions
which used to be carried out in Great
Britain, and more or less in Australja.
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While I do not hold a brief for the
desecration of the Sabbath, at the same
time I feel that the Supreme Ruler of
the Universe is just as pleaeed with an
individual who is innocently amusing
himself after ·he has attended Divine
Service as he is with a. man who sinlply
sits down in a room and reads a book.
With regard to the business proposition
of the Railways Commissioners visiting
the country and finding out the wants of
their customers and the municipalities,
I think Mr. Edgar was rather severe in
his criticism. In that respect the Commissioners are carrying out what I regard as a very important duty.

The Hon. E. G. BAT'H (Nelson Provin.ce) .-1 feel that there is at least some
justification for the action that has been
taken by Mr. Edgar. In my opinion a
business firm would know at a minute's
notice the cost of making the tours of
inspection. In these days of economy
one of the first things that a good
manager does is to count the cost, and
wherever possible cut that cost.
I
would say that, as the business managers
of the railways, the Oommissioners should
know the actual cost of running the
special train. They probably know better
than we, as laym.en, the numbers of member.s of the staff who should be attached
tv the train, but I think as members of
Parliament we have a right to know the
number attached to the train, and why
they are there.
The Han. G. L. GouDIE.-There may
not always be the same number on the
train.
It may depend on where the
train is going.
The Hon. E. G. BATH.-We do not
know, and we want to know.
If the
Commissioners can justify the running
of the special train, well and good, but I
say that, as business managers of the
railways, they should have been able to
furnish the facts and figures asked for
in the time that has been at their disIt is just doubtful whether in
posal.
these days of economy the running of the
special train is justified. As has been
pointed out, probably two days' notice is
given when the train is going to be run,
and the officers and men along the line
clean up for the inspection. If Mr.
Clapp and the other Commissioners want
to see the railways and the railway men
under· everyday working conditions, let
them travel in an ordinary train. 1 do
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not see why two days' notice of the inspection, should be given. The Railways
Commissioner8 do not see the railways
under everyday working conditions. If
they wish to do so, let them travel on an
ordinary train, and they will get the
benefit of what the ordinary traveller has
to put up with.
The Hon. A. E. CHANDLER.-They
could not receive deputations if they did
that.
The Han. E. G. BATH.-On every
line there are traffic superintendents
whose time is fully occupied in going
along and making inquiries into any
trouble or defects and any complaints
that are raised. Those officers are splendid men as far as I have been able to
judge them, and any requests that are
put to them receive far more consideration than requests that are put to the
Commissioners themselves.
An HONORABLE l\1EMBER.-Not always.
The Han. E. G. BATH.-That has
been my experience.
With respect to
Sunday trains, I would go further than
Mr. Edgar, because I do not think
there is any necessity for them at all.
I do not think anyone goes to church
by train on Sundays.
The statement
that church trains were necessary was a
bogey, and Sunday trains should be cut
out. A lot of members say that they
stand up for the railway men. . I was
very much impressed by a deputation
that waited on l\1r. Clapp on one occasion
in reference to... Sunday trains. One of
the representatives of the railway men
said, " We do not want 50 per cent. extra
pay for working on Sun<!ays. We want
our Sundays free. "
In answer to the
statement, "But you have another day
to make up for Sunday," he said, "No
other day is Sunday. Sunday is a da.y
that stands alone. and we want that day
with our wives and families. On any
other day that ~ay be granted to us
our wives are busy with their work,
and our children are at scho'0l. We do
not have Sunday with our families."
That man was speaking on behalf of the
railway employees. I do not see why we
should compel the railway men to work
on Sundays an,y more t~an we should
compel anyone else to work on Sundays.
We, as representatives of the people,
sh'0uld stand up f'0r the railway men and
say, "You do not want to work on Sundays and you shall not be compelled to
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do so." We have our Sundays to do as
we like with. We can desecrate the Sabbath if we wish, but these men are compelled to work on Sundays, and I do
not think we, as Christian people, should
stand for that. We should stand for the
Sabbath day for them as well as we stand
for it for ourselves.
The Hon. H. F. RICHARDSON (SouthTVestern Province) .. - I think 1\1:1'. Edgar
had every right to bring the matter of
the Railways Commissioners' special .train
before the House. The information he
asked for is information that honorable
members are entitled to, and if the Railway Department cannot supply it ill lOt
fortnight there is something wrong. So
far as the other question that has been
mentioned is concerned, I am one of
those who stand for Sabbath observance,
and I regret that there is a feeling amongst
a large section of the community in opposition to what we :vere taught when
we were Iyoung.
I do not think it is
the duty of any Government Department to help in that direction, and that
is what Sunday trains mean. They hnve
come in of recent years.
In the old
times no trains were run on Sundays
except a few trains that wel'e suppo~ed
to be useful in c0'nnexion with bringing
people in from the suburbs to the
churches.
It is a wrong thing for tbe
Government to help to drag down Sabbath observance.
There is a huge
lo.ss on the
railways.
Although the receipts are
larger by millions of pounds than they
were a few years ago, the losses are
greater. I am not going as far as Mr.
Edgar ,vent in criticizing the Railways
Commissioners, but I feel that a lot of
extravagance goes on in the Railway
Department. A huge sum of money was
expended on the Chalet at 1\![ount
Buffalo, and,' I am told, in a wasteful
way. Miss Samsing ran the place at a
profit, but when the Railways Commissioners took it over they spent somethi.ng
like £50,000 on it, and they lost thousands of pounds there last year. To my
mind there is no necessity for the Railways Commissioners to run a special train
all over the State in connexion with their
inspections.
T·hey could easily have
special compartments on the ordinary
trains without putting the country to the
expense of running the special train.
Of course, we all realize that it is their
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duty to make inspections.
I do not
blame them for doing so. They would
be acting. wrongly if the-y did not do so,
but I thmk there could be a saving of
many thousands of pounds in connexion
with their inspections.
As I have
stated previously, if I had a free hand
I would put legislation through Parliament providi~lg for the calling of tenders
for the runnlDg of our State-owned railw.ars, and in that legislation certain condItions would be laid down. I do not
believe our railways will ever be run at
a profit by the State.
Our experience
in connexion with all Government undertakings is the same. If the railways were
handed over tOo a public company--·
The Hon. E. L. KIERNAN.-The rates
for carrying primary produce would soon
be shoved up.
The Hon. H. F. RICHARDSON.No, they would not. I said that leO'islation should be put through, and 0 in
that legislat.ion provision would be made
with respect to freights and fares.
I
~ould not give any public company the
nght to charge whatever it liked either
f0'r the carrying of goods or the ~arrying
of passengers.
The Ho~. O. L. GouDIE.-Would you
get an,y prIvate company to take the rail'ways over at the price we have paid ~
The Hon. H. F. RICHARDSON.It would pay the State if we could get
£5,0,000,000 for the railways instead of
the £70,000,000 they have cost us. We
sh0'uld then get rid Oof an incubus that
is losing us millions of pounds.
The
Railway Department shows a greater
loss than any other Department, and it
would be better for the State if we could
sell the railways for £50 000000 and
get rid of the huge lOoss th~t is' bei~g incurred by them. As I have said', if I
had a free hand, I wOould put through
legislation providing for the calling of tenders.
I do not know
whether we shouLd get any tenders, but until we try we cannot
say whether or not we should do so.
I believe there are monied people, perhaps not in Australia, but in other parts
of the world, who would be prepared to
make an offer for our railways.
The
railways, under private enterprise could
be run on lines to be decided on' as far
as freights and fares are concerned. As
regards Sunday trains, men should not
be forced to work on the Sabbath under
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penalty of losing their jobs.
I am
totally opposed to the running of Sunday
trains.

The Hon. G. L. GOUDIE (NfJrfhWestern Province).-It is regrettable
t~at Mr. Edgar has been kept so long
wIthout an answer to the very big question that he asked a fortnight ago.
The Hon. W. H. EDGAR.-Long before
that.
The matter started in January.
The Hon. G. L. GOUDIE.-I recognize that it often takes some considerable
time for a departmental answer to an
important question to be framed. Many
inquiries have to be made:
Possibly
Mr. Edgar's question had reference, not
to the running of one particular train,
but to the running of a number of trains.
If that was so, it would be necessary to
obtain a great deal of information as to
the cost of running, and so on. We are
discussing a question that most of us are
ignorant about-:-the management of the
railways.
The Hon. W. H. EDGAR.-We know
what the losses are.
The Hon. G. L. GOUDIE.-The railways represent a great utility, but for
which the State could not have been so
well developed. We cannot expect to get
quick returns from developmental railways.
Lines have been constructed in
sparsely-populated parts of the State and
of the Oommonwealth.
We are not
dependent on very large centres of population, as older countries are, for railway
freights.
I quite recognize the difficulty of running a railway system, whether by the State or by private enterprise,
if the railways have to traverse sparselypopula~ed districts.
Such railways are
mostly developmental in character. Our
railways are managed by Oommissioners,
and it is generally stated that they are
At the same time
not interfered with.
we have to recollect that the Oommissioneri! have had no voice in the laying
If a private company
down of lines.
were operating the railway system, it
would have to be thoroughly satisfied
that a new line would pay before that
line was laid down.
Our Oommissioners have been debited with the cost
of all the railway lines in the State.
Many lines have been torn up, and some
The
are not carrying much traffic.
Commissioners are also debited with
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wasted assets running to £17,000,000.
A private company would have written
them off even if it meant making a call
on its shareholders.
The Hon. G. Y. DAvIs.-They would
certainly have made provision for a
depreciation fund.
The Hon. G. L. GOUDIE. - Undoubtedly. After writing off dead assets
they would have been in a position to
make the railways pay. In England railway companies wiped off a third of their
total assets. I understand that even after
the writing-down these railway companies
are .paying on an average only 2! per
cent. to the shareholders.
Oolonel HAROLD OOHEN.-The position is worse than that in the United
States of America.
The Hon. G. L. GOUDIE.-Yes.
Many American railway companies have
Our Railway Debecome insolvent.
partment is also up against that new
form of transportation, the motor
vehicle.
We have in this State, to a
large extent, a duplication of transport
facilities. The Railways Oommissioners
Some of
are faced with difficulties.
Mr. Edgar's remarks may be justified by
But I think we should be
the facts.
chary in adversely criticizing the management of such a huge concern, seeing
that we have no great knowledge of railway management.
The Hon. J. H. DISNEY.-I think Mr.
Edgar's main grievance is that trains are
run on Sundays at reduced fares.
The Hon. G. L. GOUDIE.-There is
a good deal of sentiment in that.
The Hon. W. H. EDGAR.-Not a bit
Full trains are run on the
of it.
Sabbath, and empty trains during the
remainder of the week. .
The Hon. G. L. GOUDIE.-I do not
profess to be a very religious man. But
I do honour my religion, and I honour
every man who speaks up for his reBut the question to my
Jigious faith.
mind is whether we are observing the
Sabbath. Under the old Jewish dispensation the Sabbath was the seventh day
Our Sunday is the first
of the week.
day of the week.
The Hon. H. H. SMITH.-More than
half the people who traTel to Bendigo
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and Ballarat take advantage of the Sunday trains to get the benefit of the
cheaper fares.
The Hon. G. L. GOUDIE.-It may
be that the only day on which they can
visit their friends at Bendigo and Ballarat is Sunday.
They have no motor
cars, and it may be they cannot afford
They may say, "The
to hire them.
Commissioners give us an opportunity
of travelling at a cheap rate to visit our
friends on Sunday. We can spend the
day with them, and get home in the
evening." When it comes to the question of whether it is advisable or right
to run trains on Sunday, I say, "It i::;
very U1uch a matter of conscience." We
run our trams on Sundays. We go out
in our private motor cars on that day.
We run many of our utilities ou Sunday,
and some of those utilities are absolutely
It is all a matter of sentinecessary.
ment, or conviction, whether in our
opinion Sunday trains should be run or
not.
I certainly would not say that
the trams should not run on Sunday.
The Ron. W. H. EDGAR-Whatever
it costs to run trains on Sunday, let that
'amount be charged.
The Ron. G. L. GOUDIE.-If the
Commissioners are making Sunday trains
available to certain centres only, other
people may well claim the same privilege. But we are then faced with the
question of pouJ"ds, shillings, and. pence.
The Commissioners have to ask themselves the question whether it will pay
to run a Sunday train to a certain district.
I do not think that they look at
this matter from the point of view of
sentiment.
They are concerned with
husiness merely.
I would not have
spoken on this subject but for the fact
that we are waiting for a Bill to reach
this Chamber.
The Hon. Dr. HARRls.-The Bill
here now.

is

The Hon. G. L. GOUDIE.-If honorable members are dissatisfied with the
running of the railways, they can insist
upon a thorough investigation of the
whole system of management being made.
That would be the right way, perhaps, in
which to arrive at some definite position.
The motion for the adjournment of the
House was negatived.

Appropriation Bill.
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APPROPRIATION BILL.
This Bill was received from the Legislative Assembly and, on the motion of
the Ron. J. P. JONES (Minister of
Public Works), was read a first time.
The Hon. J. P. JONES (Minister of
Public Works).-I moveThat this Bill be now read a second time.

In order that the essential services of the
country may be carried on, it is now
necessary that provision be made for the
balance of the financial year, that is, to
the 30th of June next. The Bill that is
now before the House deals with the expenditure under the various divisions contained in the Estimates as presented to
Padiament last September. The question
oos been raised why we are bringing do'\Wlo
an Appropriation Bill instead of a Sunply Bill, and I think that I have already
dealt with that matter. I am advised by
the Treasury that this is the better way
of dealing with the matter. By the passing of the Appropriation Bill, the Government is restricted to the amounts
voted under the various items, whereas in
a Supply Bill the limitations imposed are
the amounts under each division. Parliament is, therefore, exercising more control
over expenditure by follOWIng the course
proposed. There is no need for me to say
any more at this stage. If, when the Bill
is in Committee, honorable members desire any information, I shall be glad to
furnish it.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was read a second time, and
committed.
Clause l-(Application of moneys).
The Hon. H. F. RICHARDSON (So'Uth'Western Province) .-In counexion with
the Estimates for the Ohief Secretary's
Department, I desire to point out that
a gross injustice is being done to the
Newtown and Chilwell Fire Brigade,
which is one of the oldest brigades in the
State, having been established about 75
years ago. The Country Fire Brigades
Board has given notice that the brigade
must be disbanded. I do not know of any
country fire brigade that has done better
work in the various fire brigade demonstrations than the Newtown and Ohilwell
When, the
Brigade has performed.
brigade was established, there was not onetenth of the property in the district that
there now is. The brIgade has saved many
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valuable properties from destl'uction by
fire, and some years ago, when a woollen
mill caught fire, the brigade had the fire
under control within ten minutes of its
arrival, and saved the mill from destruction. While I agree that retrenchment is
necessary in these times, 1 do not think
that it is altogether essential in cases
which involve the pr'otection of life and
property. The public should be provided
with adequate police protection, and there
should not be undue retrenchment in connexion with the Police Force. Similarly,
there should not be undue retrenchment
in the case of the fire brigades which have
been established for the protection of property, lind life also. Most of the men
who belong to the Newtown and Chilwell
}'ire Brigade are volunteers. The cost of
the brigade is only about £300 pel' annum,
the money being required for the wages
of a caretaker and the maintenance of the
plant. In order to save this small amount,
the brigade is to be disbanded. I understand that brigades have been disbanded
in other country districts.
I protest
strongly against any interfer'ence with
bodies formed for the protection of life
and property. ~Ioney is being wasted in
many ways, and there is room for retrenchment without abolishing country
fire brigades.

Business of the House.

to this matter. The weed should be cut
down and burned before it seeds.
The clause was agreed to, as were clause
2 and the schedules.
The Bill was reported to the House
without amendment, and the report was
adopted.
On the motion of the Hon. J. P.
JONES (Minister of Public Works), the
Bill was read a third time.
BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE.
The Hon. J. P. JONES (Minister of
Public Works).-There is a Bill coming
from another place, and I understand that
it is an urgent measure, because it extends the operation of Pal"t 1. of the Unemployed Occupiers and Farmers Relief
Part
Act until the 1st of July next.
1. of the Act expires on the 1st
of May, and it is essential, 111
the interests of tenants, that the Bill
should be passed, so that Part 1. will
operate until the new Parliament has had
an opportunity of considering the whole
matter.
The Hon. Dr. HARRls.-Are there any
amendments of the Act contained in the
Bill? I understand that there are.
The Hon. J. P. JONES.-I do not
know. My colleague, the Minister of
Forests, will have charge of the Bill, and
he is not in the Chamber. I suggest that
the sitting should be suspended now. The
House can resume when the Bill is received from anothe~ place.
(At 6.15 p.m., the sitting was suspended
until 7.53 p.m.)

The Hon ..G. S. McARTHUR (SouthWestern Province). - I support Mr.
Richardson's statement. There IS no
doubt that in the past the Newtown and
Ohilwell Fire Brigade has rendered good
service to the citizens in that district. I
join with Mr. Richardson in his protest
UNEMPLOYED OOCUPIERS BILL.
against the disbandment of the brigade.
This Bill was received from the LegisThe Hon. H. F. RICHARDSON (Southlative
Assembly and, on the motion of
Western Province).-I desire to refer to
the
Hon.
R. WILLIAMS (Minister of
a matter that concerns the Railway DeForests),
was
read a first time.
partment. Travelling from' Geelong to
The Hon. R. WILLIAMS (Minister of
Melbourne to-day by train, I noticed that
there is a large growth of stinkwort in the Forests).-I moveThat this Bill be now read a second time.
reserve along the railway line. The weed
is in flower, and the seed will soon be This is a short Bill, which ought to be
scattered by the wind 'on adjoining pro- disposed of in a few minutes. Section 18
perties. In this way, the weed will be of the Unemployed Occupiers and
spread over private property. I have Farmers Relief Act 1931 provides, in
often noticed noxious weeds growing on effect, that the protection afforded to unrailway reserves along lines. Their pre- employed tenants and home purchasers
sence causes the spread of noxious weeds under Part 1. of the Act will cease on
on adjoining private property. I should the 1st of May, 1932. The purpose of
like the Minister of Public Works to draw this Bill is to extend the provisions of
the attention of the Railway Department Part 1. to the 1st of July next, so that

Adjournment.

[19

APRIL,

unemployed occupiers and home purchasers will be assured of shelter during
the early winter. Before the 1st of July
the new Parliament will have an opportunity of reviewing the legislation. There
is no need to extend the duration of
Part II., which applies to farmers' relief, because that Part will operate until
May, 1933.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was read a second time, and
passed through its remaining stages.
ADJOURNMENT.
PREMIERS' OONFERENCE AND AUSTRALIAN
LOAN COUNCIL.

The Hon. J. P. JONES (Minister of
Public Works).-I moveThat the House, at its rising, adjourn until
Thursday next, at 4.30 p.m.

I am advised that it is not anticipated
that the House will meet· on Thursday,
but the motion is necessary, because it is
essential to obtain, before the session
ends, the assent of the LieutenantGovernor to the Bills passed to-day. When
that assent has been obtained a proclamation will be issued proroguing Parliament, and another proclamation will
later be issued absolving members of this
House from attendance on Thursday be'cause of the dissolution of the Assembly.
The motion is a matter of formality in
o;der to complete our work for this sesSIon.

The motion was agreed to.
The Hon. J. P. JONES (Minister of
Public Works).-I moveThat the House do now adjourn.

The Hon. Dr. HARRIS (NorthE astern Province).-Is the Minister of
Public Works, who is also Acting Treasurer, prepared to make a statement to
the House in respect of the recent Premiers' Oonference and the meeting of the
Australian Loan Oouncil ? We have read
statements in the press recently which reflect discredit on Victoria, and we feel
very keenly. the :position in which the Government has placed this State by more
or less repudiating the Premiers' plan
and opposing the continuance of that
plan. We also read newspaper statements
to the effect that the Acting Premier,
when attending the Oonference, disagreed with the mature conclusions of
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the committee of economists which advised
the Oonference and drew up the plan for
the relief of unemployment. In view of
the fact that the Minister of Public
Works has been such a firm supporter of
the .plan, I should like to know whether
he is prepared to make a statement as to
the reason why the Government has got
off the track :so far as Victoria's adherence to the plan is concerned.
We should like to hear a statement. We
cannot force the Minister to make one,
but nevertheless he has been present during the whole of the deliberations of the
Oonference, and we should really like to
hear what he has to say regarding what
has occurred there.
The Hon. J. P. JONES (Minister of
Public Works).-I could not answer the
question asked by the unofficial Leader
because I am not actually attending the
Premiers' Oonference. It is very true that
I am in the room, but I am the representation of this State on the _'\ ustralian
Loan Oouncil, having been nrpointed by
the Premier (Mr. Hogan). The Premier
is the only person . authorized under
the Commonwealth and 5tate Financial
Agreement to appoint a representative for
the State. :1\1:1'. Hogan appointed me as
representative of Victoria on the Loan
Oouncil early last year. I have been the
. State's representative ever since, notwithstanding the fact that the Premier himself occasionally would be in attendance.
So far on this occasion the I.Joan Oouncil has not yet met. I am not the State's
representative at the Premiers' Oonference, but, as I have said, it is very true
that I have been present at the Oonference. I have heard the discussion and
the statements that have been made, but
as for answering the unofficial 1.eader's
question by saying what are the reasons
why th~ Acting Premier took the stand
that he did, well-I can only refer my honorable friend to the Acting Premier for
his explanation. If the unofficLa 1 Leader
wants my views on the Premie:.;.·s' plan,
I may say that I have already expressed
my views. My decisions on that question
are irrevocable.
I took part in the
promulgation of the Premiers' plan, and
I believed then that it was necessary. I
do not think that the financial position of
Australia has improved to such an extent that Australia, or, at any rate, Victoria, can be relieved from a reimposition
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of the Premiers' plan. That is my OWll
personal view.
The Hon. H. F. RICHARDSON (South1'1' estern Province).-I should like to take
the opportunity of complimenting the
Leader of this House on the stand that
he has taken in connexion with the present crisis. I feel that he has behind him
the right-thinking people of this State,
and I believe that that will be demonstrated iu the forthcoming elections. If
there were a possibility of the formation
of a composite Government I should hke
to see the Minister of Public Works
in that Government, 'for I believe
that at a time like the present we
need men of his type to take a lead.
My opinion is that he has given a good
example to those w~? ought to be s.ta~d
ing behind the decIsIOn of the maJorIty
of Premiers in this crisis. That will be
the opinion voiced when the election is
being fought. When a man will come out,
as has the Minister of Public Works,
against a so-called party, it is, I think,
our duty to express ourselves in the way
that I have indicated. I am well aware
that he has been threatened with expulsion from the party to which he has belonged for so many years; but the
Labour party to-day is not the Labour
party of a few years ago. We have to
realize that there is a section which is
out to stir up as much trouble as possible. The people in that section do not
want to see matters improved; they do
not even want unemployment to be decreased. They would be .pleased if there
were more unemployed, so that they could
stir up more trouble. I think that every
member of this House is proud of the
stand which the Minister of Public
Works has taken.
The motion was agreed to.
The House adjourned at 8.7 p.m. until
Thursday, April 21.

LEG ISLA.TIVE ASSEMBL'y.
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The SPEAKER (Sir Alexander Peacook)
took the chair at 4.38 p.m., and read the
prayer.

Answers to Questions.

MR.

BEARDMORE~

M.L.A.

RETURN AFTER ILLNESS.

The SPEAKER (Sir Alexander Peaccck).-Before the business of the House
is proceeded with, I should like to express
not only my own feelings, but, I am sure,
those of honorable members all round the
Ohamber, by saying how delighted we are
to see the honorable member for Benambra back ill his place in this House.
We all hope that his health has been
thoroughly restored.

Mr. TUNNECLIFFE (Acting Premier).
-As you, Mr. Speaker, have expressed
the feelings of honorable members generally, I desire, on behalf of the Government, to echo the sentiment of pleasure
at having the honorable member for Benambra amongst us again. Weare all delighted to see him here to-day. We hope
that the efforts demanded of him during
the next few '\-veeks as the result of action
which has been taken in this House, will
not impose too great a strain upon him,
and, in fact, that he will enjoy the advantage of a walk-over.
Mr. BEARDMORE (Benambra). - I
appreciate to the full the kindly sentiments and good wishes expressed by you,
Mr. Speaker, and by the Leader of
the Government. I certainly have had·
a bad time. My health had got down to
a very low ebb; in fact, a month ago I
could not stand, let alone attempt to walk.
However, I went to Queensland, and the
salubrious climate of that State has
benefited me so much that to-day I feel
that I am at least a couple of rungs up the
ladder again.
The Government has
treated me very considerately throughout
my illness and enforced absence fr'Om Parliament. I appreciate the fact that at all
times when I have been unable to be present in this House because of ill-health,
the Government has been quite willing to
provide a pair for me.

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS.
The SPEAKER (Sir Alexander Peacock).-I understand that the Acting
Premier, following the usual procedure in
circumstances similar to those in which the
Government is placed to-day, does not propose to answer the questions which are set
down on the Notice Paper.
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GENERAL ELEOTION.
POLLING

BOOTH

STAFFS:

PREFERENCE

TO UNEMPLOYED PERSONS.

lIr. MURPHY (Port Melb01lrne).(By leave.).- I should like to ask the
Acting
notice.

Premier

a

question

without
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~ee that at each of the tables in the pollIng booths there are two poll clerks instead of only one? In some cases in the
past there has been only one clerk at a
table. It will be impossible to conduct
the forthcoming election properly if there
is only one clerk acting at ~ table.

The SPEAKER (Sir Alexander PeaMr. TUNNECLIFFE (Acting Premier).
cock).-The matter is one entirely for -The honorable member for Port Melthat honorable gentleman.
bourne is concerned with respect to cerMr. MURPHY.-I wish to know tain action taken by the Government in
whether the Acting Premier will give the interests of economy and to bring
instructions that, at the forthcoming elec- about a Budget equilibrium. It was detion, all persons engaged at the different signed to reduce the cost in respect of
polling booths shall be selected from the
l"ece~t elections by dispensing with the
ranks of the unemployed.
serVIces of poll clerks in particular cirThe SPEAKER.-Before the Acting cumstances. Such action was effective in
Premier rises, I should like to say that
the honorable member for Boroondara bringing about substantial economies to
waited on the Olerk with a similar ques- the State. But when a general election is
tion, of which he desired to give notice ~ei~g conducted, and a great deal of pubhc mterest has been aroused throughout
yesterday. He intimated to me also tothe
various districts, it is desirable that
day that he intended to ask his question
ther.e
should be effic~ent staffing of the
here this afternoon.
polhng booths. NothIng can excuse ineffiMr. TUNNECLIFFE (Acting Premier).
The question asked me by the honorable ciency in the matter of the conduct of a
member for Port Melbourne has been put general election. I will take the hint
to me on a number of occasions, both in which has been dropped by the honorable
writing and personally. The honorable member for Port ~{elbourne, and will see
member' for Boroondara spoke to me to- that directions are given that the polling
day about a message which he had left at b?oths shall be adequately staffed. Obmy office, but which at that time I had VIOusly, there would be cases in connot received. Since coming to the House nexion with polling places in which only
this afternoon, a reply has been placed in ·a few votes were to be cast, where it
my hand. In view of the desire that an would not be necessary to have. two officers
answer should be furnished, I propose to at a ta~le. But where there is likely to be
make an exception and reply to this congestIOn, as, for example, in the polling
booths throughout the electorate of the
question only.
The answer is:The Government does not appoint the elec- honorable member for Port Melbourne
toral staff, and has no power to give a direc- and in numbers of other electorates it i~
tion of the nature desired. Each Returning desirable that the services of two ~lerks
Officer is, by law, given absolute authority in
the selection and appointment of the staff of at each table should be available to electhe polling booths. There are obvious reasons tors, even though that would entail an
why the Government should not interfere with expenditure beyond what we had antithe functions of the Returning Officer in this cipated.
respect.
On this occasion, as previously, the Government has directed the Chief Electoral Officer to
strongly urge on all Returning Officers that,
in appointing officials, preference should be
given to unemployed persons with clerical experience and ability. As an indication that
the wish of the Government is being complied
with by Returning Officers, it may be mentioned that in one metropolitan electorate, out
of 83 officials already selected, 72 are unemployed.

Mr. MURPHY (Port MeZbour'Tlfe).(By leave).- I should like to ask the Acting Premier a further question. Will he

OF SUPPLY· AND
WAYS AND MEANS.
Mr. TUNNECLIFFE (Acting Premier).
-By leave, I moveOOMMITTEES

That the Standing Orders be suspended so
as to allow the Committees of Supply and
Ways and Means to be appointed forthwith.

Mr. CAIN (Minister of Railways).I second the motion.
The motion was agreed to.
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Mr. TUNNECLIFFE (Acting Premier).
-By leave, I moveThat this House will this day resolve itself

into a Committee to consider of the Supply
to be granted to His Majesty.
Mr. CAIN (Minister of Railways).-

I second the motion.
The motion was agreed to.
Mr. TUNNECLIFFE (Acting Premier).
-By leave, I moveThat this House will this day resolve itself
into a Committee to consider of the ways and
means fOor raising the Supply to be granted
to His Majesty.

Mr. CAIN (Minister of Railways).I second the motion.
The motion was agreed to.
ESTIMATES.
Mr. TUNNECLIFFE (Acting Premier)
presented a m,essage. from His Ex-cellency
the Lieutenant-Governor, transmitting
the Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure for the year 1931-32, and recommending an appropriation of the Consolidated Revenue accordingly.
The House went into Committee of
Supply. I
OHIEF SEORETARY'S
DEPARTMENT.
Chief Secretary, £1,710,620.
Mr. TUNNECLIFFE (Acting Premier):
-In order that the essential services
may be carried on, it is now necessary
that provision be made for the balance
of the financial year, that is to the 30th
of June next.
The Government is
asking that the Appropriation Bill be
passed appropriating the amounts as
shown under the various divisions in the
Estimates presented to Parliament last
September, which are now re-submitted.
There are several reasons for adopting
this proc~dure in preference to introducing a further Supply Bill.
In the
first place, the amount which it would
be necessary to provide by means of a
Supply Bill added to the total of Supply
Bills already passed, would be the same
as will be voted by passing the Appropriation Bill, and I am advised that the
introduction of an ordinary Supply Bill
in these circumsta:aces would be most
unusual, as' an Appropriation Bill
covering the same amount would still be
In the ~econd place, by the
necessary.

Estimates.

passing of the Appropriation Bill the
Government is restricted to the amounts
voted under the various items, whereas,
in a Supply Bill the limitations imposed
are the amounts under each division, and
Parliament is, therefore, exercising more
control over expenditure by following the
course proposed.
In the third place,
both parliamentary and Treasury procedure will be facilitated by the House
dealing with the Appropriation Bill immediately. Although the Appropriation
Bill will make provision for expenditure
to the 30th of June next, honorable members will readily understand that Parliament must be called together before that
~ate in order that Supply may be granted
for portion of the next financial year.
In view of the circumstances now existing, I ask honorable members to pass the
Appropriation Bill without delay.
There have already been seven Supply
Bills granting votes on account under the
various divisions of the Estimates covering a period of nine and a half months.
It is necessary now to vote only the
balances under those divisions.
As a.
means of facilitating the business of the
House-1 do not anticipate that any
honorable member desires to linger longer
- I suggest that instead of putting each
of the 83 divisions separately, the Ohairman should group the divisions for each
Department, and thereby shorten the
procedure.
I make that suggestion, of
course, subject to the concurrence of
No good purpose
honorable members.
can be served by a lengthy discussion on
the Estimates.
Sir STANLEY ARGYLE (Tooralc).I take no exception to the course suggested by the Acting Premier. In fact,
he did me the courtesy of consulting me
about Supply, and I suggested that such
a course as he has indicated should, if
possible, be followed.
It does seem to
me to be quite an unnecessary thing to
split the remaining two and a half
months of the financial year into fractions, and to call the House back after
the elections for the passage of a further
Supply Bill to carryon the services until
the end of the financial year.
I take
no exception to the suggestion that the
various balances should be grouped in
order to facilitate the passage of the
Estimates.
The whole of the Estimates

E stirna,tes.
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have been under consideration, and have
been dealt with by this House, though not
by another place.
I understand that
this House has already expressed its
opinion on pretty well all the matters
under consideration, and therefore I
endorse the remarks of the Acting Pre~
mier, and suggest that the Estimates be
put through at the earliest possible
moment.
The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Brownbill).I understand that it is the wish of the
Oommittee that the divisions for each
Department should be grouped. I shall
adopt that course.
The vote was agreed to.
LABOUR DEPARTMENT.
Minister of Labour, £27,482.
The vote was agreed to.
EDUOATION DEPARTMENT.
Minister
of
Public
Instruction,
£2,232,019.
The vote was agreed to.
ATTORNEY-GENERAL AND
SOLIOITOR-GENERAL.
SolicitorAttorney-General
and
General, £196,743.
The vote was agreed to.
TREASURER'S DEPARTMENT.
The Treasurer, £1,482,467.
The vote was agreed to.
LANDS DEPARTMENT.
Oommissioner of Crown Lands
Survey, £874,741.
The vote was agreed to.

and

PUBLIC WORKS, MINES, AND
IMMIGRATION.
Public Works, Mines, and Immigration, £265,695.
Mr. FROST (Maryborough and Daylesford).-I think it is the duty of any
Government of this State to do more than
has been done up to the present for the
mining industry. When the Labour Government comes back with additional
members, it will, perhaps, be in a better
position to deal with this matter than the
present Government has been, seeing that
it has not had an absolute majority of
-the members of this House behind it.
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Up to thc present a very large number
of men have been sent out on the dole,
with the result that some of them have
mined a few pennyweights and some a
Owing to such a
few ounces of gold.
large number of men being out, in the
aggregate the gold yield has been swollen
considerably, but we want something on
a far larger scale than has yet been done.
We know where there are thousands of
ounces of gold in the deep leads and also
in the deep quartz reefs of this State, and
something more substantial will have to
be done by the present Government, or
whatever Government ma;y come into
power, after the 14th of May.
I shall state one thing that is hindering
the development of the deep leads and
the deep quartz reefs.
It is the policy
of the Mines Department in conniving,
if I may use the term, at the shepherding of leases, which is becoming a
scandal.
I have in my mind at the
present time one very glaring case-that
of the lease of a deep alluvial mine at
Caralulup.
The lease was applied for
in August, 1928-almost four years ago.
For two years after they had applied for
the lease the applicants paid no rent.
They did not even pay the survey fees.
However, at the end of the two years the
survey fees were paid, the survey was
made, and the lease was issued.
That
was in August, 1930, two years after the
After the
lease had been applied for.
issue of the l~ase the lessees played
around with the mine, from time to time
getting exemptions from the labour
covenants.
It is almost two years since
the lease was issued, and nothing has
been done to work the mine. The' people
of Maryborough and Talbot districts are
vitally interested in the opening up of
this lead.
There are hundreds of men
out of work locally, and the working of
the lead would serve the dual purpose
of providing work and producing the
gold which we so much require.
We
informed the Mines Department'that we
intended to apply for the forfeiture of
the lease.
At the end of last year we
were told that an exemption would be
granted from the 1st of January to the
'end of March, but that that would be
absolutely the final exemption that would
be granted. We were quite content with
that.
We 'had prepared on the Slst of
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March, when the exemption was
supposed to
expire,
to
put III
our application for forfeiture
and
to bring
it before
the warden.
But, to our astonishment, after we had
prepared our case and were about to put
it in, we were coolly told by the Mines
Department that the Minister had
granted a further exemption as from the
1st of April to the 30th of June. The
exemption expired on the 31st of March.
Six weeks before that date, some one had
been pulling the ropes, and the Minister
gave that further exemption.
Mr. LIND.-What are you going to do
with the Minister?
Mr. FROST .-He ought to be hanged,
If what ocdrawn, and quartered!
curred was the way to encourage the
industry, I do not know what discouragement would be.
Mr. TouTcHER.-What Minister are
you referring to ~
Mr. FROST.-The honorable member
knows very well who the Minister of
Mines is. The people of Maryborough
do not care who works the lease, but they
are interested in the provision of work
for the unemployed. It is scandalous that
any Minister should be a party to the
shepherding of leases in this direction.
I hope that, whoever the next Minister
of Mines may be, he will see that no
further exemv,tion is granted. If another
person is willing to work the lease, he
should be given his opportunity. All
that we asked was that the case should
be brought before the warden. If he, in
his wisdom, had decided that the holder
of the lease had made out a good case,
and was going to work the mine in the
near future, he would have refused our
application. If, on the other hand, he
was satisfied that we had made out a
good case, he would have recommended
the forfeiture of the lease.
There is another matter "that I
desire ·to mention.
It relates to a
district represented by the honorable
member for Stawell and Ararat.
I
have consulted with that honorable
member, and he will support my statement.
I refer to a case in which a
party of men went up from Melbourne.
They did so because, to their credit be it
sa.id, they had grown tired of dra.wing

Estimates.

the dole. Under the guidance of an experienced miner (Mr. Murphy) they
went to Moonambel and .pegged out a
claim which they thought worth working. By the instrumentality of the honorable member for Sta\vell and Ararat
they obtained, through the Mines Department, a grant of 15s. per man per
week, conditional on a certain amount
of work being done. Unfortunately, after
they had struck water at the bottom of
the shaft, the work became very heavy,
and they were una ble to show results
which would entitle them to the 15s. a
week sustenance.
They were in a
dilemma. Mr. Murphy, as the leader of
the party, paid a visit to the Mines Department and asked for the loan of a
pumping plant to assist in the development of the mine, which, in all probability, will lead to the opening up of a
new field. A good prospect was obtained
off the bottom, and generally speaking
there are prospects of substantial sucThere was no plant in the Decess.
partment which could be lent to the men.
I regard that as a scandal. In view of
the amount of money placed at the disposal of the Mines Department from the
Unemployment Relief Fund, provision
should have been made for such essentials to mining as engines and pumping
plants. It is no use giving men a few
shillings a week to enable them to take up
mining if they are not provided with the
tools that they require. Once the mine
had been developed, the men would be in
no further need of the allowance of 15s.
a week. In aU probability,they would
be able to repay the amount advanced to
them. The cost of the plant that they
needed would be only £95. Surely such
a small expenditure on so worthy an object would be well justified. If it resulted in the development of a field,
money spent on a plant would be well
invested. Either this Government or
some other Government should take action
to have the mine developed. I hope that
proper attention will be given to this
very important matter.
Mr. TOUTCHER (Stawell and Ararat).
- I strongly support the plea of the honorable member for Maryborough and
Daylesford that adequate assistance
should be given to miners. On various
occasions I have applied for such assistance. At the time I made an applica-

,
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tion on behalf of miners at Moonambel,. it
was represented to me by the Mines Department that there was insufficient water
to work the mine with. Since then we
have had beneficent rains, and there is
now every water faGility. The honorable
member for Maryborough and Daylesford has referred to deep lead mining,
quartz mining-, alluvial mining, and so
on. In my district deep lead mines were
developed in the past with wonderful
results. They are now practically unworked, but we are looking forward to
the time when there will be renewed
activity in the mining world. Money for
investment will come from abroad. There
is _plenty of money awaiting investment on
practical propositions for mining development. If the Government-whatever
Government may happen to be in power
shortly-will actively bestir itself in the
direction of encouraging gold mining, it
will be found that there will be no lack
of money available. At the present time,
gold is very valuable. I hope that the
incoming Government will do ever,ything
possi ble to assist miners. Many men have
left Melbourne to prospect in country districts. The cost to the Government is
. very small. In some cases the men are
given only 5s. a week. They are, however, .putting their heart and soul into
the work, and are doing all that they can,
not only for themselves, but for the good
of the community.
The vote was agreed to.
FORESTS DEPARTMENT.
Minister of Forests-£67,561.
The vote was agreed to.
WATER SUPPLY DEPARTMENT.
Minister of Water Supply-£207,OOO.
The vote was agreed to.
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE.
Minister of Agriculture-£314,775.
The vote was agreed to.
HEALTH DEPARTMENT.
Minister of Public Health-£112,394.
The vote was agreed

t~.
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RAILWAYS AND STATE COAL
MINES.
}Iinister of Railways.-£6,823,517.
Mr. REID (Oakleigh).-There is a
matter of very great importance which
I desire to bring under the notice of the
Minister of Railways. I regret very
much having to do it on such an occasion as the present. During the recess, a
deputation waited on the Minister in COllnexion with the position of residents in
the area served by the Darling-Glen
Waverley railway line. The deputation
was backed up by the municipality of
Malvern, and certain propositions were
submitted to the honorable gentleman.
A very strong case for relief was made
out. If honorable members were to investigate the scheme for themselves they
would regard it as one of the most iniquitous schemes ratepayers have ever
had to submit to. It is a scandal that
a Trust should at any time impose so
great a hardshi.p. It has been pointed out
that 25 per cent. of the persons who are
asked to pay a tax which has been imposed are not even in a position to pay
their municipal rates. We have made a
suggestion, and the Minister has, I think,
earnestly tried to give us som8 relief.
Rate notices have been eent out to property owners, who are given fourteen
days in which to make their payments,
and are threatened with legal proceedings if they fail to pay. These peo.ple
are entitled to relief from the Government. I want the Minister to give
ar.. instruction to the secretary of the
Trust that the notices shall be in abeyThis will enable
ance for two months.
the new Government to consider the position.

}Ir. CAIN.-It would be better still for
the present Government, after they have
won the election, to complete the job.
Mr. REID.-I am not a racecourse
tipster giving a selection from a newspaper. Like Micawber, I am waiting for
something to turn up. I have, however,
made a reasonable request, and I want the
Minister to give an instructiou for the
suspension of the notices for the period of
two months.
Mr. CAIN (Minister of Railways).This question is a very difficult and
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intricate one. It was brought under my
notice by a deputation, led by th.e
honorable member for Oakleigh, of reSIdents in part of the area served by the
newly-constructed Darling-Glen Waverley line. The position is that a Trusthas been formed under the Act, and an
overdraft was obtained from a bank to
make provision for the purchase of land.
The Trust has been pushed recently by
the bank.
A rate was not levied for
some time. But, in view of the circumstances, residents are asked to pay a sum
of between £6,000 and £7,000.
Mr. REID.-We have a betterment rate
a~ well as a construction rate.
Mr. CAIN.-That is so; the people
in the district served by the DarlingGlen Waverley line are committed to a
betterment rate of £10,000 a year for
:five years. The deputation made it clear,
and the Government realized that it was
impossible for the residents to pay both
the construction rate and the betterment
rate. The two rates could not be collected.
I agreed to negotiate for a private loan
for the Trust, but I was unsuccessful.
The next course which I took, in
conjunction with the president and
secretary of the Trust, was to approach
the Commonwealth Bank with the proposal that it should issue debentures for
the amount owing over a period of years
which would obviate the necessity of
calling upon the Trust to pay an
amount of £6,600 per annum.
The
Government agreed, while not waiving its rights to levy the betterment
rate, to grant a moratorium for three
years in respect of the payment of that
rate, a proc~eding similar to that which
we adopted In the case of the Black Rock
to Beaumaris line. In the event of the
Trust being successful in the interval in
raising a loan from the bank, the moratorium would give the Trust an opportunity of obtaining a better :financial
footing at the end of three years, when
the matter could be reviewed.
With reference to the other request
made by the honorable memb~r for Oakleigh, I asked the. Trust to WIthhold the
issue of final notIces for two months.
That is a matter solely for the Trust.
It need not comply with my request.
I have discussed the matter with the
Trust, and I will again ask it, if the hono

-

Resolutwns from Supply.

Ol:able member so desires, to postpone the
issue of the notices for a few weeks. It
must be understood that the Trust will
require to collect some money in order to
meet its obligations to the bank. I think
that if the proposal concerning a
loan could be given effect to, relief
would be provided for the residents of
the district.
I do not think that
they are asking to be relieved of the whole
of their responsibilities, but that they are
merely pointing out that the burden cast
upon them is too heavy for them to bear
at the present time. They have submitted
other requests which it is not necessary
to discuss now. Consideration has been
given to a proposal that the Act under
which the Trust was created should be
amended in respect of the representation
of districts, but the basis of the amending
legislation has not yet been finally decided. I expect that the proposal that
assistance should be obtained from the
Commonwealth Bank will be finalized at
an early date, because the governor of
that bank is submitting the matter to the
Board. As soon as I receive information
from the bank concerning this matter, I
shall advise the honorable member for
Oa,kleigh. I understand that the honor- .
able member} for Upper Yarra is also interested in this matter.
The vote was agreed to.
RESOLUTIONS FROM SUPPLY.
The resolutions agreed to in Committee
of Sunl)ly were reported to the House.

Mr. PRENDERGAST (Footscray).I desire to bring under the notice of the
Minister of Public Instruction a letter
addressed to me under date the 9th of
April, from seven of eight teachers who
were sent to England on exchange duty,
and who have set out a statement of facts
in reference to the payment of exchange
rates on their salaries when they were
in England. The letter, I think, has
been sent to all honorable members, and
as it sets out the case clearly, I shall
read itDear Sir,
We, the undersigned teachers, have the
honour to bring before your notice the state
of affairs in regard to the exchange rates on
salary whilst in England. We are, therefore,
enclosinO' for your perusal a full statement
of the p~sition.
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We should esteem it a favour if you would
have the matter ventilated in the House, with
a view to obtaining some redress.
Thanking you in anticipation,
vVe are,
Yours faithfully,
M. BAUD, 2 Glentilt-road, East Malvern,
S.E.6.
N. CARTER, Benalla East.
G. DICKER, State School 1469, Shepparton.
L. JOACHIM, Technical School, Box Hill,
E.l!.
T. LINDSAY, State School, Yannathan.
G. RATHBONE, State School, Jindivick.
M. SHEAHAN, High School, Shepparton.
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deducted at one time, resulting in no salnry
at all for one fortnight, and little for the
next).
Actually we received the following less than
when we departed:1st October, 1930, to February, 19a1, 6!
per cent. reduction.
February to beginning of July, 1931, 6i per
cent. reduction and exchange (at that time
£130 Australian was worth only £100 English).
July, 1931, until date of return, 17 per cent.
reduction and exchange (£130 Australian to
£100 English).
11. Apparently we were given the option of
paying exchange or returning; actually we had
no option; we were in honour bound and
compelled to stay because1. We were under contract to the English
aullhorities to teach under them for
one year.
2. Had we returned the English teachers
would have been sent back by the Victurian authorities-and so anotht\r
contract would have been broken hy
us. These English teachers had gon'e
t.o no inconsiderable expense to come
here.
12. We also went to "ery great expense in
paying our expenses to and from England.

A STATEMENT OF THE FACTS BROUGHT FORWARD
BY EXCHANGE TEACHERS IN ENGLAND,
1930-31, IN REFERENCE TO THEIR PAYMENT
OF EXCHANGE RATES ON SALARY.
1. There were eight Victorian teachers on
exchange in England, 1930-1931. Seven had
to pay exchange on salary, one did not.
2. Prior to accepting exchange positions, all
were officially informed that exchange rates
would not apply to their salaries. Nor did
they apply until February. Then an exception
was made of one teacher, who happened to
have in writing the same assurance that was
given to each of the other teachers verbally. It is a plain statement o.f the case, and it
This written statement must apply equally to
all. One teacher was also told twice by the appears to me that the position of these
Accountant, Education Department, that he teachers has been overlooked by the Department. I am not blaming the Miniwould not have to pay exchange.
3. The wording of Miss Fullarton's letter ster for this state of affairs, but I should
is as follows :-" Salary paid through the like him to give his attention to the
Agen,t-General in London is not liable to matter. The statements in the letter
exchange." Our salary was paid through hiro,
which are very definite, show that th~
yet we had to pay exchange.
I
4. Our notices informing us that we h:lCl teachers have been harshly treated.
been granted exchanges with English teachers ask the Minister to look carefullv into
included the following:-" You will receive the the matter with th~ view of givmg these
same salary as when in Victoria." But this teachers the redress that thoy claim, and
was not 80 from February, 1931.
5. When the exchange rate was in favour of to which, in view of the reasonable case
Australia, Victorian teachers on exchange in stated by them, they appear tOo be enEngland received only their nominal salaries. titled.
(This supports statement 3.) When the eyMr. TOUTCHER (Stawell tlnd Ararat).
change rate was against Australia we all suf- I received a similar letter to the one
fered heavily.
.
G. We were the only emp layees of the Vic- read by the honorable member.
Assumtorian Government who had to pay exchange ing that the statements contained thereon salary.
in are cOorrect, it appears to me that the
7. No other Australian Government deductlld
exchange from salaries of teachers in England. teachers have been badly treated, and
8. We suffered far more loss than the actual their case is one worthy of reconsideraexchange apart from mental stress; some had tion. I support the honorable member
to forgo educational trips with the League
for Foo-tscray in his request. that the
of Empire; some had to borrow money; aUfI whole matter should be re-examined. If
some had to send to Australia for money, and
on this money they had also to pay exchange. the statements contained in the letter
9. 'l'he statement that the average loss to are true, as I believe they are, I think
each teacher was £34 is inaccurate.
The that. the Minister must realize that the
least loss was about £30, while two teachers teachers have a deserving case which
lost over £80.
ought to be settled immediately.
10. In addition to losing exchange, we had
less nominal salary than we had expected (due
Mr. LEMMON (Minister of Public Into reductions of which none complained, a.l- struction).-With reference to the reprethough ours woo not made at the same time 805;
reductions were made here, but six months sentations made by the two honorable
later when Isix months' overpayment was members WhOo have spOoken, I point out
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that the matter has already been ventilated in this Chamber.
A series of
questions was submitted to me in the
House some time ago, and in reply to
one I statedSo far as is known there were no contracts
made. The teachers concerned were informed
that they would have to pay exchange from the
23rd of February, 1931, or return to Victoria.
The Department was advised that all the
iea::)hers elect€d to remain ir. Enghnd.

I can under.stand that if the teachers
felt there was a contract between them
and the British Government they should
remain on duty in England, and
were in honour bound to fulfil the contract. It seems that they are carrying a.
rather heavy burden in regard to the
exchange position. I must admit that
the departmental file is not conclusive
on the point whether the teachers
concerned were advised in regard to the
exchange position. One teacher was advised that the Victorian Government
would pay the difference in exchange, and
there is reason to believe that the other
teachers were informed verbaHy to that
effect. In the case of the teacher who received the advice in writing, the difference in exchange was paid by the Department.
Mr. TouTcHER.-Would not the other
teachers assume that they would be
treated likewise 1
Mr. LEMl\10N.-It would be a reasonable assumption.
I have not had
any opportunity to go through the file
carefully, but I will take into consideration the representations made by the two
honorable members who have spoken and
the statements contained in the letter
quoted, and confer with the Acting-Treasurer wi th the view of ascertaining
whether the Government can grant eome
relief to the teachers affected.

r

Mr. BENNETT (Gippsland If 6st).-

am glad that the honorable member
for Footscra,y read the letter that he received from seven teachers.
Two of
those teachers reside in my electorate. I
know that the teachers believed that the
exchange on their salaries would be paid
by the Department.
If exchange was
paid in the case of one teacher the other
teachers should be treated in the same
way. I am very pleased indeed that the
matter will be considered, and I am sure
that the Minister will see that justice
will be done to those particular te.achers.

from Supply.

Mr. HOLLAND (Flemington).- I take
this opportunity to submit what I consider is a matter of grave concern to a
number of residents in my electorate.
Honorable members may have noticed in
this lPorning's issue of the Sun N ewsPictorial a reproduction of a flood scene
in Boundary-road, adjacent to the Macaulay station. Such incidents are of frequent occurrence. Even when a light fall
of rain occurs, the water seems to bank up
in the Moonee PO'nds creek and flow intO'
the street. At the moment residents have
two or three feet of water in their homes.
Some time ago the matter was brought
under the notice of the Melbourne City
Council, which then undertook at a cost
O'f some £10,000 to lay down a series of
pipes, pumps, and flood gates to meet the
difficulty. The trouble has been intensified largely by the railway authorities in
building a bridge across the creek, and
owing to the manner in which that
structure is strutted, there is a tendency
to bank up the water. The Melbourne
City Council has failed to carry out the
promised work, and, in the circumstances,
I think it is a matter which the Public
Works Department O'ught to take up immediately. The flooding does nO't occur
merely once a year; but every time there
is a fall of rain of any weight at all the
street is swamped, and this happens particularly when the tide is against the fall.
This is a state of affairs which I think
the Public Works Department, in conjunction with the Railway Department,
should take some steps to alleviate. After
every flood, the residents in the affected
area are put to the trouble of cleaning out
their homes in which linO'leum and other
furnishings are generally destroyed by the
water. I trust that the Minister who is
looking after the Public Works Department will take particular notice of this
matter and will see that immediate action
is taken to give the residents affected the
relief which they are seeking.
Mr. FROST (Maryborough and Daylesford).- I should like an assurance from
t·.he Acting Premier that he will, even at
this late stage, bring pressure to bear UPO'n
the lV[inister of Mines so that he will
straightway purchase the plant which
is sorely needed by the miners at
Moonambel.
Mr. TUNNECLIFFE (Acting Premier).
- I did not have the pleasure or privilege
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of listening to all that the honorable member for Maryborough and Daylesford said
earlier regarding the matter to which he
has just alluded; but I believe that ~he
burden of his request was that the ~hn
ister of Mines should be approached with
a view to making available pumping plant
so as to reduce the water level in a certain mine in the district which the honorable member represents so adequately.
Mr. TouTcHER.-It happens to be in
my district.
Mr. TUNNECLIFFE.-That honorable member has supplied me with a statement of the position in which he points
out that a three-horse power" Southern
Cross" fully enclosed kerosene engine
with suitable pulley would cost £57 lOs.
There are certain other requirements including a double-geared D.J. "Southern
Cross," pump head with low cross head,
and a foot valve and strainer, which
would bring the total amount up to £95 2s.
The suggestion is that the Mines Department should be approached with a view
to making this plant available for reducing the level of the water in the mille.
The honorable member knows the posi~
tion of the State's finances is very
At the same time, if there
straitened.
is a reasonable prospect of obtaining some addition to the gold supplies of the State, I think that after
the matter has been reported upon
by the responsible officers-and their reports are favorable--I would certainly
approve of the money being spent. I
believe that honorable members on both
sides of the House would give their assent
to the proposnl.
The resolutions were adopted.
WAYS AND MEANS.
The House wemt into Oommittee of
Ways and Yeans.
Mr. TUNNECLIFFE (Acting Premier).
- I moveThat towards making good the Supply
granted to His Majesty for the services ending
the 30th day of June, 1932, the sum of
£3,499,682 be granted out of the Consolidated
Revenue of Victoria.

The motion was agreed to, and the
resolution was reported to the House, and
adopted.
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Leave was given to Yr. Tunnecliffe
(Acting Premier)
and
Mr. Slater
(Attorney-General) to bring in a Bill to
carry out the resolution of the Committee
of Ways and Means.
Mr. ~UNNECLIFFE (Acting Premier)
brought in a Bill "to apply a sum out
of the Consolidated Revenue to the service of the year ending on the 30th day
of June, 1932, and to appropriate the
Supplies granted in this and the last
preceding session of Parliament," and
moved that it be read a first time.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was read a first time, and
passed' through its, remaining stages.
ILLNESS OF THE CLERK.
The SPEAKER (Sir Alexander Peacock).-I was guilty of a slight omission
before we entered upon our business today. 1 am sure that honorable members are delighted to see our Clerk (Mr.
Alexander) back in his place after a
brief but painful illness. We were very
pleased to hear during the last week-end
that he was improving, and we are indeed
gratified at seeing him again at his dutieH
ill which be is so proficient. He is kind,
considerate, and courteous to everyone.
UNEMPLOYED OCCUPIERS BILL
Mr. SLATER (Attorney-General).I moveThat this Bill be now read a second time.

This is a very small amendment of Part
I. of the Unemployed Occupiers and
Farmers Relief Act 1931, ap.d it is made
necessary by the fact that the legislation
in respect of portion of that Act expires
on the 1st of May. It will he remembered
that last year certain relief was given to
unemployed tenants, to unemployed mortgagors or home purchasers, and to
farmers.
We are not concerned at
present ·with the farmers' section of the
legislation, because that is still operative.
Mr. ALLA~.-How long has the
farmers' section to go ~
Mr. SLATER.-Two years. It will be
operative until 1933. That part of the
legislation which ga.ve relief to the unemployed tenant so far as the distraint
of his goods was concerned was limited
to the 1st of May.
Likewise that
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measure of relief whieh was given to the
unemployed home purchaser or mortgagor
wa& limited to the 1st of May. It is
most essential that this legislation should
be extended until the House has a
further opportunity of examining the
very many serious and acute problems
which are associated with both ·the unemployed tenant and the unemployed
home purchaser. I do not know that it
would be right for me to embark upon
what the Government intended to propose; it would not be fair for
me to do so. ,But, at least it is
agreed by all sections of the House
that the existing legislation should be
extended until the 1st of July. It will
be the du~y-one of the first duties, I
submit-of the new Parliament to consider pElrhap~ more seriously the position and certainly give a wider measure
of relief to these unfortunate sections of
the com,munity than ,has been assured to
them under the existing legislation. I
am not proposing to make any comments
upon those phases of the legislation at
this stage. The effect of the Bill is
merely to extend the provisions of Part
1. of the Act from t.he 1st of May to the
1st of July.
Mr. MACFARLAN (Brighton).-There
can be no objection to the Bill. As was
indicated by the Attorney-General, the
effect of the measure is merely to extend
the operation of Part 1. of the Unemployed Occupiers and Farmers Relief
Act, which was enacted last year, from
the 1st of May until the 1st of July next.
Mr. KEANE (Ooburg).-Perhaps I
have a wrong conception of the
Attorney-Ge~eral's explanation of the
Bill.
I understand that the measure is
to extend protection to tenants so -that
their goods cannot be distrained for rent.
Mr. SLATER.-That is so.
Mr. KEANE.-I have been asked for
an expression of opinion on the U nemployed Occupiers and Farmers Relief
They
Act by many tenants in Ooburg.
were under the impression that the legislation protected them against distraint
for rent. Notwithstanding the AttorneyGeneral's explanation, I know of three
cases where the landlords served notices
on tenants and took possession of property which was afterwards sold at a
ridiculous price. Why was that possible ~
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]\1r. SLATER.-Those tenants did not
get the protection of the Oourt-that is
why.

Mr. KEANE.-Then it appears that
the Act is practically useless.
Mr. SOLLY.-The tenants did not know
the'law.
Mr. KEANE.-We know of lawyers
and even of _bush lawyers, but we cannot
expect the ordinary working man to know
It is a pity that lawyers
much law.
have been allowed to exercise so much
influence in the framing of legislation.
The average man does not know much
about it, and the lawyers quarrel about
its meaning. It was a mistake to allow
the lawyers to have a hand in making
these laws.
The law appears to be an
ass, in that a man has to go to a Oourt
and seek an interpretation of this legislation. I was under the impression that
tenants could obtain information concerning this measure from the clerk of
courts.
I have been informed by residents of Ooburg that they had been
evicted,
their property had been
distrained by the landlord, and the
clerk of courts had told them that they
had no remedy.
A number of unemployed tenants made representations to a
barrister, who kindly explained the law,
and I was amazed to find that they had
no protection under it.
It is a farce
that that should be so, and the sooner
the new Parliament clears the matter up
and enables the average man to understand the position the better.
Mr. SOLLY (Oarlton).-In endorsing
the remarks made by the honorable member for Ooburg, I wish to say that during
the last twelve months a number of cases
of people being evicted from their homes
and of having their furniture seized has
In some income under my notice.
stances, the money received by the landlord through the sale of the goods has
I
exceeded the amount of rent due.
admit that some of the landlords, particularly in the industrial centres, havo
been very lenient towards their tenants.
They have allowed the rent to run 011
for six or even twelve months, although
they are dependent on _the rents received
from their properties. One can applaud
the Ohristian feeling of landlords who
are treating their tenants in this way.
On the other hand, I point out that a
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large number of men, women, and children affected by unemployment have
been turned out into the streets in the
industrial suburbs of Melbourne without
food and without sh~lter.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-Terrible
and true!
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ment in this community, not through any
fault of their own, but because of
economic conditions, and especially the
fact that machinery has taken their place.
Mr. BURNETT GRAY (St. Kilda).I should like to say a word on the Bill,
and to follow principally on the lines of
During the
the two previous speakers.
last few months many evictions have been
avoided in my district by the efforts of
the local unemployed organizations but
the matter is becoming very serious; and
whatever Government is in office after
the 14th of May should go into this
question with a view to doing something
fo.r the unfortunate people before the raw
WInter months set in.
The plight of
many landlords is another phase of this
question. Many landlords who own, perhaps, two or three small properties are
in a worse condition than some of their
tenants.
Although they are absolutely
dependent on the rent, they have received
no?e for a considerable time, and somethmg must be done to provide for such
It may be necessary to su bcases.
sidize
such
landlords
from
the
money raised
either
by
taxation
or by loan for unemployment relief.
These people, because they are possessed
of property, cannot obtain relief by
means of a sustenance allowaIJce, and
many of them are in a terrible plight.
Another phase of the whole situation is
that many people have taken advantage
of ~he existing depression to impose on
theu landlords. Persons in good jobs,
who could pay, have allowed their rents
to get into considerable arrear. They are
simply taking advantage of the presentday conditions to avoid their obligations,
which they are in a position to meet.
Matters such as these are worthy of
serious inquiry by whatever Government
may be in office. One of the highest functions of Parliament is in the direction of
the uplift ?f humanity. I hope that this
9uest~on wI~l be the first taken up, in conJu~ctlOn WIth the general subject of the
rehef of unemployment, when the new
Government comes into office.

Mr. SOLLY.-I recognize the honormember's feelings. If he could have
VISIted some of the industrial centres
where .evictions took place, he would have
seen httle Australian children without
any shelter ~itting on the footpaths in the
cold and raIn.
Many of the neighbours
cannot help the evicted families because
they are already assisting their own
rela~iyes ~o t.he fullest extent.
Many
famIlIes lIve In wretched hovels.
It is
the duty of the Government to see that
the poor are properly looked after. If
landlords of a certain class are not agreeable to the tenants remaining in the
houses, I maintain it is the Government's
duty to find shelter for the people
affected.
I want the Government to do
its duty.
Parliament will be dissolved
this week, and the House will not meet
again for six weeks or two months.
During that period, the coldest months
in the year, great suffering will take
are
badly
place.
Ohildren who
nourished will have to go to school.
These facts should be considered by the
~overnmellt.
I appeal to the MinIsters to se~ that nourishment is provided
for the chIldren to enable them to build
up their physique.
This Government
?la~ms to be a Labour Government. If
1 t IS ~o~ prepared ~o d~ these things, I
~ay dIstmctly that It WIll be lacking in
Its duty.
We are sent to Parliament
to. uplift humanity and to give every
chIld a chance. I appeal to the Government to do everything necessary to find
shelter and food for the unemployed in
the community, and to see that nobody
wants. I recognize the common humanity
of cert~in owners of property.
Some
are WIdows who are relying on the
ren~s. Some of the poorest of the landlords
have been the most lenient, but other
landlords who have good incomes have
Mr. PRENDERGAST (Footscray).been tyrants, and have turned out tenants I wish ~o direct attention to one aspect of
without consideration.
T trust that the the subJect now before the House which
Government will insist on the provision was well illustrated in the new~papers
I propose to read
of proper conditions for the men women only this morning.
and children suffering from u~employ~ from a report published in the A fIe of
a?l~
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a mooting of mr.mbers of the Melbourne
and metropolitan progress associations.
Speakers at that meeting referred to the
attitude of certain mortgagees towards
their mortgagors in circumstances where
the· latter had paid off considerable sums
on their properties. It appears that many
mortgagors are now losing their rights
in the homes which they have been
struggling to purchase over a series of
years becau.se of the skilful methods employed by the mortgagees' to make themselves eventually the possessors of the
properties. I am not altogether satisfied
with the position tha.t has been taken up
by the banks in connexion with the circumstances existing between mortgagees
and mortgagors of properties. In this
eriticism I include our own bank, namely,
the State Savings Bank of Victoria. J
fully realize, of course, that the banking
institutions must protect their finances,
and must take the necessary legal precautions to safeguard the interests of their
customers. But it is quite clear to me
that in a number of instances 80laething
is happening which is altogether improper.
Certain facts have been placed
before me with respect to a soldier settle~
ment area at Sunshine.
Ten or twelve
houses are now vacant, and have
been empty for a considerable period.
The empty buildings
a1'e
simply
going to de.struction, yet even returned soldiers and their families cannot get into those houses-so obtaining
shelter for themselves whilst they would
br at the same time protecting the properties-unless they are in a position to
put down a deposit or give a guarantee.
1 have been informed by a competent
valuer that the sum total of the destruction through houses on that particular
soldier settlement area being vacant would
amount to at least £1,000. I have been
illformed that some of the former tenants
were dispossessed because they could not
meet the payments periodically required
of them.
In one illstallcC a returned soldier and
hiR family we're turnc(l out of one of
those houses at Sunshine'. Certain re~
sidents witnessed the plight of these unfortunate people, and came to their aid
hy helping them to take possession of 3;nother empty house-one of these soldIer
settlement homes.
This building waR
undor tlw control
of
the
State
lfr, Prendergast.
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Savings Bank authorities, acting on
Service HOllies
behalf of. the War
Commission.
The family In qu~s
tion bad been only a few days In
occupation of that shelter when they were
informed that they were acting illegally,
and ·were liable to be locked up. That
was the punishment. with which they were
threatened because, in their desperate
pligh t, they had got out of the wet by
being moved into a house which
nobody else was using, and which
was .falling into a state of disrepair and destruction, as it was
empty and was liable to the attention
of vandals. As I have said, the State
Savings Bank controls these r:n:perties
for the War Service Homes (\.mmission.
The bank has to' do all the work, whilst
the Commission sits idly by, knowing that
people want houses in which to shelter.
Unfortunately, these people have no
money, but the Commission would allow
the buildings to go to destruction rather
than permit the family of a returned
soldier, who could not pay, to take shelter
May I call the attention: of honthere.
orable members to certain very serious
statements published in this morning's
papers. The Age report is a.s follows:PROTECTING HOM~J BUYERS.
Ex'rENSION OF FINANCIAL E1.H::RGENCY Act'
DEMANDED.
Unsor1lpuloU8 Mortgagees.

A strong demand for protection for the home
buyer against foreclosure by unscrupulous
mortgagees wa.s made by' the members of t.he
MelbQurne and MetropolItan Progress As~ocIa
tions at the monthly meeting at the RaIlway
Institute last night. Several speake~s. cited
instances in whidl mortgagees were waItmg to
foreclose even on properties on which the m()!"tgagors had paid all their due commitments in
regard to principal and interest.
Mr. H. W. Hunt (Hughesdale), moving that
the association should ask the Government to
extend the provisions of the Financial Emergency Act for a period of three years, said .when
the Financial Emergency Bill was first mtroduced it waR intended to give effect to its provisions, reducing interest on mortgages, &c.,
for a period of three years, or for the length
of the mortgage, whichever was the longer.
Eventually it boiled down to a period Of. one
year in which the r6duc~ion wou~d be obtamed.
One year was all too lIttle, as It was already
being found that solicitors wert! asking for
fresh legal documents to be made out, and some
mortgagors, .after paying stamp duties and solicitors' fees, were little better off for the reduction in interest. The object of the motion
was to secure protection for home builders.

Unemployed

[19

APRIL,

Some clause should be embodied in the Act to
the effect that if at any time the mortgagee
felt it was incumbent on him to foreclose, the
ratio of the price realized should be divided
equitably between the mortgagee and the mortgagor, on the basis of their original interests
in the contract. Tbe reason for such a motion
was tbe fact tbat mortgagees were " freezing"
mortgagors out of their equities and their improvements, and when things became better
would then be able to reap a great fncrease in
capital. Meantime, the parties to contracts
who were trying to do something by making
an effort to own their homes were likely to lose
all. If some measure of the kind were not
taken to protect these home buyers, there would
not be even a pretence at equality of sacrifice
in the Financial Emergency Act.
Mr. L. Eggleston (Oakleigh), seconding, said
he knew cases in which the mortgagors had
paid up regularly and in full all their commitments by way of interest and principal, where
unscrupulous mortgagees were waiting in the
hope of realizing on properties to the detriment
of the mortgaged purchaser, and of cutting out
the second mortgagee. The motion thoroughly
deserved the support of the association, 75 per
cent. of whose members were trying to buy
their own homes.
The Chairman ( NIr .n. R. Hughan) said
ejectment orders had already been served in
his district against men wno had put large
sume into their homes, and were now losing
their life savings.

Those statements embrace very serious
charges.
I should have preferred just
}lOW to hear some statement of policy on
behalf of the Government. I should have
liked to learn what the Government was
prepared to do with respect to landlords
of the type referred to in that report.
Landlords have their rights as well as
everybody else, but to keep their houses
empty whilst they are going to destruction is a crime against the feelings of the
community; it is opposed to common
humanity. I should like to know what
the Attorney-General was proposing to do
about it. I shall have to answer questions
about matters such as these when I go before the electors directly. So far as I can
see, the Act is being deliberately flouted.
Some landlords to-day prefer to keep
their houses vacant. For all the poorer
classes of properties, the rents are
very
much
higher
proportionately
than for those of the better classes.
Interest returns on the capital outlay· on properties in the poorer districts are very much higher than upon
the better classes of properties. In the
poorer districts-and the honorable member for Carlton will -bear me out-from
lOs. to 20s. a week rent is demanded in
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respect of properties on which only £100
or £200 of capital has been expended. A
large fortune was made by one particular
family through buying up slum properties
in an area with which the honorable
member for Carlton is familiar, and renting the houses at exorbitant :figures to
poor people.
•
Landlords, in many cases, will not allow
would-be tenants to enter houses belonging to..... them unless those prospective
tenants can be guaranteed by some one
that they will pay their rent for the whole
of the period of occupation. That kind of
thing is opposed to the spirit of the legislation which this Parliament passed last
year. Some landlords prefer to see poor
families remaining out in the cold and the
wet-whilst the properties are falling into
a state of disrepair~if those families cannot furnish a guarantee that they will
pay the rent demanded of them. The
empty properties actually become an increasing burden on the people as a whole,
because of the police protection which is
required to safeguard them against destruction by vandals. The taxpayers'
money could be spent in many better directions than by paying addition al police to
look after the properties of these greedy
landlords.
One person who desired to
rent a house recently approached me and
said that the landlord required him to
obtain a guarantee.
This intending
tenant said to me, "I can pay a fortnight's rent.
That will take all I have
!now, but the land[ord wants a guarantee from some one else."
He asked
me if I would give the required guarantee, but I had to tell him that I could
not do so.
I was not able to act as a
guarantor that a landlord would obtain
the rent he demanded.
It is my responsibility to see that the people get
justice.
The landlords have turned the legislation of this Parliament right round.
Tenants are having their goods thrown into the streets by landlords who prefer to
keep their pro}lerties empty. Families
are compelled to sleep out in the open
unless they are fortunate enough to obtain
the sympathetic help of other people, who
will take them into their own homes and
shelter them, although they themselves
may be getting very little more than the
dole. Something ought to be done to put
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a check on the kind of thing I have been
relating. Particularly, something ought
to be done to counter the actions of cer-

tain mortgagees.
Mr. MURPHY (Port Melbourne).-I wish to say only a very few words. The

Bill in itself is worth very little to the
unemployed. Last session the Government introduced a Bill which would have
been of material help to the unemployed,.
but that measure was thrown out by another place, just aR we expected.
I
have in my district some of the poorest
people in the metropolitan area, and I
drew the winter that is coming along.
People who some twO' Iyears ago had
plenty of clothing, and perhaps some
money put by, to-day have not a cent,
and have insufficient clothing. I noticed
that last week the leader of the Young
Nationalists stated the number of seats
t,hat the Nationalists were going to win
at the elections, and I began to wonder
what was the policy of that party in connexion with the housing and the protection of the unemployed during the coming winter.
Let me tell them that the
people are not going to suffer themselves
to be thrown out on to the street, and
let me tell t,hem further, that if they
allow that to be done they will have to
take the responsibility on their shoulders.
People will not stand tyranny at all
times. It is the obligation of the naLion
to look after its people, and it is the
obligation of the rulers of the nation to
see that tne people are housed. If the
Government does not see its way to housing the people, I would advise the people
to look af~er themselves, and be their
own protectors.

Mr. McKENZIE (ll'onthaggi).-Very
briefly I wish to endorse the remarkR of
one or two previous speakers in connexion
with the housing and feeding of the unemployed during the recess that is coming.
It seems to me that that is a grave
responsibility-a particularly grave responsibility-and I have not a doubt
that the Government as it goes out to the
country recognizes that responsibility. I
do not think the position was ever
brought home to me more acutely than
it was to-day as I came down in the
train from
constituency, and on the
sea coast at Kilcunda On this bleak,
cold morning, with the rain pouring down
in torrents and a bitter sea-wind
hlowillg, saw 1Tl a most miserable

my
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shelter what I took to be three families.
It was a shelter in which one would not

put a cow under ordinary circumstances.

There were little children running about
half clad. How they were fed I do not
know. All I ha.d was a fleeting glance
as the train passed by, but I saw enough
to make me realize more, perhaps, than

I had realized before the destitution that
is in our midst. I visualized the children of other members of this House, or
my own children, under similar circumstances, and I wondered what our feelings would be and what action we would
take. I feel that the great mistake in
the want-of-confidence debate, brief as
it was, was that there was scarcely any
reference to the unemployment problem.
The State is to be plunged into the turmoil and expense of an election,. which
will take some weeks, and cost at least
£10,000, according to the statement of
the Acting Premier.
Mr. ALLAN.-Your side asked for the
election.
Mr. McKENZIE.-Allow me to develop my argument in my own way.
I am not blaming the honorable member's side or any side. I am just pointmg out the conditions that exist.
I
have no feeling whatever as to who caused
the election to be brought about, or anything like that. All I say is, that certain circumstances ,have arieen, and that
it is up to us to impress on the Government as it goes to the cOrUlltr,y the necessity of making provision in some way
for the feeding and housing of our destitute people.
I feel that the Government will do so, but they are hamstrung
to a big extent by the lack of funds.
A
Premiers' Conference, which was convened for the purpose of deciding a policy
in connexion with unemployment, has
been sitting.
I do not see that Vf'iy
much ,has been done, and I want to
sound a note of warning once again in
this House. ,\Ve saw that a mob-I do
not use the word disparagingly-got out
of hand in New Zealand the other dav.
and we know what happened. Vile saw
what happened when the police strike
was on in this city, but infinitely worse
will be the upheaval if the women and
children of our State-and the men, too
~are on the verge of starvation.
I do
not envy any Government that is in
power in the coming winter, because I
am prophetic enotlgh to see that it is
going to be infinitely worne than last
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winter, and God knows that was bad
enough.
Mr. BLACKBURN. - The unemployed
are on the verge of starvation now.
Mr. McKENZIE. - The honorable
member for Clifton Hill, who is in very
close
touch
with many' of
the
unemployed, states that ~hey are
on the verge of starvatIOn now.
There is a limit to which people
CR,n go.
I have said before that a
hungry man is a dangerous man, and I
want honorable members to realize what
may be in front of us, and to use every
eHort individually and as a Parliament
to try to relieve our poor, unfortunate,
suffering people. It is all very well to
talk about the elections, and for each
member to make, as I admit quite
frankly ~ am ma~ing, plans for t~e fighting of hIS campaIgn, but there IS something much bigger than that ahead of us,
and it will not matter very much who
wins his seat or loses his seat if something is not done for the unemployed
"
this winter.
Mr. TUNNECLIFFE (Acting Premier).
- I should like to say, in repl.y tv the
several honorable members who have addressed themselves to the question of unemployment and the provision which the
Government intends to make during the
period when the elections are being contested, that mone,y is being made available in the ordinary way during the
whole period of the election campaign,
and will be made available until such
time as the people of the State have
given their decision in regard to the
future government of the country.
The
problem of the housing of the unemployed has been facing the Government
for some considerable time past, and I
have issued instructions to officers in
charge of all police stations that in case
of peo'ple being thrown out of. their
homes and no accommodation being available to them, they shall take steps to
provide accommodation, and charge the
cost to the Treasury.
While we feel
that that is miserably little to do, it is
all that it is possible to do with the
money made available to us by the Parliament of t'his State. We hope that no
one will be reduced to the necessity of
sleeping out during this incl~m~nt
weather, and that all cases of eVIctIOn
will be dealt with sympathetically and
understandingly.
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motion was agreed to.
Bill was read a second time, and
through its remaining stages.
6.26 p.m. the sitting 'Was ,1;118pended until 8.5 p. m.)
ADJOURNMENT.
BUSH FIRES RELIEF FUND:
CASE OF
MISS E. O'GRADy-EDUCATION DEPARTMENT: TEACHERS} PROMOTIONS: CURRICULUM REVISION COMMITTEE-POLICE
DEPARTMENT: RESTORATION OF ALLOWANCES-ST. KILDA-BRIGHTON ELECTRIC
STREET RAILWAY-PENAL ESTABLISHMENTS :

PAY

AND

CONDITIONS

OF

WARDERS.

Mr. TUNNECLIFFE (Acting
mier) (By leave).-I move-

Pre-

That the House. at its rising, adjourn until
Thursday next, at 4 o'clock.

This adjournment will be necessary to
afford time to obtain the assent of His
Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor to
the two Bills which have been passed by
Parliament this evening. Parliament
will then be prorogued and the Assembly
subsequently dissolved.
A~ter that, I
commit honorable members mto the care
of a kindly Providence.
T he motion was agreed to.
Mr. TUNNECLIFFE (Acting Premier).--I moveThat the House do now adjourn.

Mr. BURNETT GRAY (St. Kilda).There are one or two matters that I
should like to take this opportunity to
mention. I had intended to refer to them
in the course of the discussion on the
financial measure at an earlic"(' stage of
this sitting, but I missed my opportunIty
as I was called from the Chambnr to interview a constituent. I shall place certain facts before the Government, in the
hope that before the 14th of May the Government, or the heads of the Departments concerned, may have an opportunity of doing something with l'espect
to them. First, I desire to I'efer to the
case of Miss Ellen O'Grady. After a
careful perusal of negotiations which
have taken place between that lady and
various Departments-particularly the
Lands Department and the Treasurycovering a period of some months, I am
thoroughly convinced that Miss O'Grady
has a just claim to compensation from
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the Bush Fires Relief Fund, in which, I
understand, there is still some money
available.
The lady in question had
about 600 acres in the electorate of
Upper Goulburn, but she is now in such
circumstances that it is impossible for her
to rebuild her home there. I think tha t,
even after the years which have passed
since she suffered her loss by bush fires,
money should be made available from
the relief fund, in order that a roof may
be placed over her head. I pray that the
Government, before it goes out of office
-if it is to go out of o:ffice-wi~l try to
be just, even if other Governments have
been unjust, to this very deserving poor
old lady.
Another matter to which I intend to
direct attention has to do with the promotions of school teachers. Some time
ago, I received a letter from the Minister of Public Instruction, stating that
certain .promotions would be made in the
teaching service.
Mr. LEMMoN.-They have been carried
out.
Mr. BURNETT GRAY (St. Kilda).I shall read a letter which l' have received from a constituent, whose name I
do not propose to mention. In the course
of. this letter, the writer quotes an extract from a communication which the
Minister of Public Instruction sent to me.
Dated the 13th of April, the letter
readsDear Mr. Gray,
I wish to draw your a.ttention to the state
of affairs existing in the Victorian State
Tea ching Service.
Firstly, on 1st October, 1930, a reduction
of 8 per cent. was made in salaries. These
reductions were accepted with the assurance
of the Premier that the ratio provisions of the
Teachers Act should be allowed to operate-

Mr. LEMMoN.-That is not correct.
The Premier never gave such an assurance.
:Mr. BURNETT GRAY (St. Kilda).I am only reading what is in the letter.
It proceedsor, in other words, that promotions and
annual increments would proceed as formerly:
"1 shall not cut you twice."
Then, on 1st July, 1931, the salary reductionR were increased to amounts ranging from
per cent. to 20 per cent.
]'urther, the position in regard to promotions is deplorable: For a period of eighteen
months, no teacher received promotion, aIbhough there were many vacancies in the Servireo During this time (August, 1930, to
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October, 1931), 57 promotions were made in
other branches of the Public Service; since
then, 41 vacancies are being filled by promotion. Promotions have also been made in the
Police Force.
On 20th October, 1931, in :Parliament, the
M'inister admitted that the promotions of 277
teachers had been withheld, and promised that
the questioll of promotions would be discussed
At the first meeting of the Cabinet. A letter
was received from the Minister on the 2nd
.December, 1931, stating that.. In view of representations made in connexion with the promotion of teachers, I desire
to inform you that, at the meeting of the Cabinet on Monday lasb, it was agreed to fill five
first class vacancies for men and six second
class vacancies for women. In addition, Cabinet
agreed to fill consequential vacancies arising
from these promotions, involving in all the
promotion of 55 teachers.
Action is bein~ taken by the Department to
fill these vacanCIes in order that the teachers
concerned may be promoted and take ul? duty
in their higher pOSItions as from the beglllniug
uf the next school year."
(Sgd. )
JOHN LEMMON,
Minister of Publio Instruction.
Up to the present time, 24 promotions hav~
been made-nineteen men and five women, and
the Hon. the Minister now shtes, in answer
to a deputation urging that his promise of
making of 55 promotions be kept, that it was
not intended that this number should be promoted.

Mr. LEMMoN.-That was gross misrepresentation.
Mr. BURNETT GRAY (St. Kilda).The letter says, .further :This is not the first occasion when the teachers
have had to accept similar evasions from Mr.
Lemmon. In other words, Cabinet cannot only
suspend the Teachers Act, but no reliance can
be placed even upon the Minister's written
promises.
In brief, then, where we are legally entitled
to over 300 promotions, only 24 have been
made. Such unfair treatment has naturally
caused discontent in our Service; this, in turn,
must tend to impair efficiency.
In conclusion, I respectfully urge you to
ventilate these matters in the House, and to
force the Ministry to carry out the Teachers
Act of 1926.

I hope that, 'during the course of the next
week or two, some very definite and clear
st.atement will be made' as to the Ministry's intentions in regard to this matter.
A.nother matter that I should like to
mention is in regard to the police allowances. I think honorable members know
that when the salary cut on the Police
Force was made, a promise was given that
allowances for uniforms and travelling, which had also been cut, would be restored. It is most unjust, in my opinioll t
that in addition to the salary cut the

Adjournment.

[19

APRIL,

police should have to endure two other
cuts, and very serious ones, too. The
Police Force stands for the protection of
the community. Every policeman takes
his life in his hands when he goes on
duty. Even when he is off duty he has a
great responsibility, and in view of the
very poor pay of the police, I feel that
due consideration should be given to the
representations in regard to the restor'ation of the allowances to which I have
referred.
There are two other matters that I once
again desire to emphasize in connexion
with the St. Rilda to Brighton electric
street railway. I have been waiting for
some considerable time for an answer
from the Minister of Railways to certain
representations which I made to him quite
a long while ago in regard to the extension
to the Elwood power-house of the section
that terminates at Vautier-street. I am
not asking that this should be done at
all hours of the day, but it would confer
a very great convenience on the local residents jf the extension were made during
the peak hour;s. Only about three trams
would be involved. If the Department
were to do as I suggest, a very much better
service would be given to the people of the
district. There is also the matter of instituting penny sections on the line which
we are told is not paying. I feel 'that if
penny sections were instituted, particularly between North Brighton and the St.
Kilda station, the trams would earn very
much more revenue, especially during the
slack hours of the day.
I hope that, even during the busy time
the Government will have in the next few
weeks, it will try to find time to attend to
the very important matters I have mentioned.
Mr. HOLLAND (Flemington).-When
the honorable member for St. Rilda
ventilated the question of the injustice
perpetrated upon Miss O'Grady, there was
a certain amount of laughter l:U'ound the
Chamber. I do not know the reason for
it. I understand that for a number of
years Miss O'Grady has been making representations to various members of Parliament in order to obtain justice.
I
have had the opportunity of perusing
some of the documents in Miss O'Grady's
possession regarding her claim, and I
am not satisfied yet that justice has been
done to her. I believe that the Govern-
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ment ought to settle once and for all the
question of the justice or otherwise of
Miss O'Grady's claim.
In regard to another matter mentioned
by the honorable member for St. Kilda, I
wish to say, briefly, that the Premier, in
reply to a request made by myself, gave
a distinct undertaking that he was going
to rectify the injustices so far as the police
allowances were concerned. I desire to
endorse every remark made by the honorable member for St. Rilda in that regard,
and say unhesitatingly that those responsible have gone down on their job, and
gone down On a distinct promise made to
this House.
Mr. KEANE (Coburg).-I desire to
support the honorable member for St.
Rilda in his statement in reference to
the teachers of this State. I have been
approached by quite a number of teachers,
and while ,I resented in some degree the
attitude taken up by them, I have to say
to-night that I agree with them in the
general statement they have made in reference to promotions.
They were appointed under a certain Act of Parliament, and were promised certain conditions. I do not think those conditions
are being observed to-day. I have very
great respect for the teachers of this State
on account of the fine work they are doing in moulding the character of the children attending the schools. I realize the
great difficulties with which they have to
contend. One finds it very hard indeed
to control and mould the character of
one's own cp.ildren sometimes, and when
one has regard to the number of children
' of different types attending our schools,
one must realize that the teachers are a
very important factor in the community
on account of their work in moulding the
character of the children, and that their
task is a very severe one. If any obligation was entered into by the Government
o.f the day with th~ teachers, that obligatIon should be earned out. Personally I
believe they have not been treated in the
just manner they should have been.
It will be remembered that last session
the honorable member for Walhalla,
who, I understand, is an ex-school
teacher, brought the case of the
te:lchers before the House.
I feel
that possibly I went a little too
far in expressing my disgust at
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his action, and referring to his
hypocrisy. I did so because he voted for
every item of the Premiers' plan. I did
not. I voted against the Premiers' plan
on that occasion because I believed that it
would set a bad example to private employers, and a precedent that they would
be only too willing to follow with reference to the cutting of salaries and wages.
I feel very glad that I voted against the
Premiers' plan, because it has turned out
just as I expected it would. Instead of
doing any good in the way of lessening
unemployment in the community, in my
opinion, it has been responsible for a
very big increase in the number of people
who are unemployed. I wish to say
again that if the Department entered into
an obligation that the teachers should be
promoted from time to time, and that
obligation is not being carried out by a
Labour Government, or any Government,
that' is repudiation. We hear. that word
used on many occasions with regard to
various public men, and I am sorry to
have to make that statement to-night, because from the crown of my head to the
soles of my feet I am a Labourite, and will
never support any Government other than
a Labour Gcvernment, whether I am successful in my campaign or not. I do not
think the Government has done the right
thing by the people. The honorable member for St. Kilda mentioned that a certain number of promotions had been made
in the Public Service, but that very few
indeed have been made in the teaching
service, and that being so, I feel that the
grievance of the teachers should be rectified at the earliest possible moment.
If I am again returned as member for
Ooburg, I shall certainly endeavourwhatever Government is in power-to
secure justice for these men.
I hope
that a Labour Government will be in
power.
I do not know by what name
I could describe an alternative Government.
The Opposition parties have
many aliases.
I can recollect the time
when these parties were known as Liberal
or as Oonservative. They have changed
their party names on twelve or fourteen
different occasions. Doubtless there was
some good reason for it.
One is apt to
regard with suspicion a man who keeps
changing his name.
I view with suspicion any political party that does t~e
same thing.
I hope to be successful in
Mr. Keane.
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the coming campai'gn, notwithstanding
the prophesying of the honorable member
for Nunawading, that new Moses who is
going to lead the people to a new
Oanaan.
There is another section of the community in my electorate on whose behalf
I have often raised my voice, and on
whose behalf my voice will again be
heard.
I refer to the penal warders.
These men take as great risks as do
members of the Police Force. I do not
want to disparage the Police Force, but
I do not agree with all that policemen
do.
We have processions of the unemployed, and it has sometimes appeared
to me that the constables had received
certain instructions, not only to use the
baton, but to use the baton on the heads
of individuals.
The result of this use
of the baton has, in one case, caused a
man to lose his reason, to some extent
at least.
Mr. TUNNEOLIFFE.-I have had a
r.ommission of inquiry appointed to go
into that case.
Mr. KEANE.-Unfortunately, that
will not cure the man who received the
terrific blow on the head which endangered his reason.
In my opinion
the police should use the baton, if they
have to use it at all, on men's bodies, not
on their heads.
A man who has but
small reasoning power at the best of times
will certainly have less after his head
has been smitten.
Recently a warder
was shot in the Pentridge stockade. It
mayor may not prove to be a matter of
good luck for him that he was not shot
dead.
He is one of the finest men I
have ever come in contact with.
He is
very intelligent, and has a fine personality.
He has won the good opinion
of a wide circle of acquaintances.
He
is now an inmate of the Melbourne Hospital. He may not recover. If he does
recover he will in all likelihood be
paralyzed.
Our penal warders have to
undergo a strict examination as to their
mental capacity, and they must be
physically perfect. Their education must
be of a high standard.
They are expected to have a knowledge of penology,
and they have to be psychologists. They
are called upon to handle some of the
biggest villains that it would be possible
Their
to get together in one prison.
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lives are more often in danger than are
the lives of policemen on ordinary
duty.
At any moment some murderous
scoundrel may incite his fellow ruffians
to an act of insurrection. Only recently
there was an insurrection in the Dartmoor prison in England, with serious
results to the gaol officers.
Therefore, I
claim that the greatest consideration
should be given to these warders, and that
their wages should not be cut down. I
am pleased to know that the Government
does not stand for any further cut in
wages.
If a cut were made it is certain that it would be applied to these
men.
I know many of the warders
personally, and can vouch for their high
intelligence.
The Inspector-General of
Prisons is pleased with the conduct of
the warders. I hope that the incoming
Government will make a point of improving the conditions of these State
employees.
I am hopeful that the
Labour party will be triumphant at the
forthcoming election, notwithstanding
the activities of the new Moses to whom
I have already referred. If I am successful in my campaign, the House will
hear many more speeches from me than
I have made during this Parliament. I
have spoken but seldom, because my party
was in power, and I felt that it was more
necessary that I should give my support
to measures than that I should indulge
in criticism, not that I am afraid of
criticizing any Government which may
happen to be in power.
I repeat that
the teachers, the warders, and the police
have not had dealt out to them that meed
of justice to which they are entitled.
Mr. LEMMON (Minister of Public
Instruction) .-On behalf of the Acting
Premier, I wish to say that the issues
raised by the honorable member for St.
Rilda and other honorable members will
receive the consideration of the Government. I also wish to take this opportunity of saying that I deeply regret the
necessity, in view of the circumstances
of the State, for a stoppage of promotions
in the Public Service.
It is not only
the teachers who were affected. No promotions were granted for a considerable
time.
Later, the Public Service Commissioner took the matter into consideration, and presented a scheme to the
Cabinet for the abolition of quite a
Session 1932.-[7]
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number of useless positions. At the same
time he recommended certain promotions
-largely on the administrative side. The
Education Department and the Public
Service generally were included in the
scheme.
Cabinet approved the recommendations. I felt it was only fair that
the teachers should receive consideration
at the earliest possible moment.
I did
present a list of promotions prepared for
me by the administrative officers to the
Cabinet, and it was agreed that promotions should be effected. I asked the officers how many teachers would be involved
in the scheme, and they replied, "Fiftyfive." I communicated with the secretary of the Victorian Teachers Union,
and informed her that Oabinet had
agreed
to
make
55
promotions.
Some little time bT;~(" a request was received from the nnion for a deputation
on the question of rr~nLotioJis. I asked
what was the effect of the Oabinet's
order, and I discovered for the first time
that the 55 promotions had not been given
effect to. I asked the i·ea~o:.l, and it was
to this effect:-When the first positions
were made available in the first, second,
and third classes, the time came to lift the
fourth class teachers, and th·3l'e were a
number of teachers in that duss who
had been in excess, and it was necessary
to adjust their positions. Because the
promotions created positions, these
teachers availed themselves of the opportunity and applied for promotions. I
gave the deputation the decision of the
Oabinet, alld I stated that the 55 promotions had not been effected. But I informed the deputation that, in view of
the letter that I had sent to the union,
I would stand by the arrangement that
the 55 promotions would be effected.
That arrangement has been carried out.
I gave a further instruction that a list
of promotions in the secondary and
technical school divisions should be prepared. This list was presented to me
recently for the decision of Cabinet.
The Government has sought to meet the
position as far as it could, in view of the
work that the teachers have done and
the great service that they have rendered,
and because of which they are deserving.
of consideration in the making of addi.
tional promotions. I appreciate the good
work that the teachers have done, and I
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am grateful to the teaching staff, particularly those in the "elementary and technical school divisons, for the manner in
which they have come to the rescue of the
Department in these difficult times. The
teachers have rendered excellent honorary
service, of which the public knows little,
in organizing and assisting in relief work.
Teachers in the technical schools who are
skilled in trades have taught unemployed
men trades without additional salary.
The work that the teachers have done in
this respect deserves the appreciation of
Parliament and the people. It was very
pleasant to hear the Ohief Inspector of
Technical Schools state at the Teachers'
Oonference a few months ago that the
year might have been one of reduced cffi~iency, but in some respects it was a year
of record achievement. That is a very
creditable state of affairs, and it is an
indication that, in spite of big reductions
in salaries, the teachers played the game
and rendered good service to the State.
The Government will endeavour to do justice to the teachers in the way of giving
the necessary promotions at the earliest
possible opportunity.
The other matters that have been mentioned do not come undH the purview
of the Education Department.
The
matters concerning the penal warders,
Miss O'Grady, whose case has been before
Governments for years, and in which I
think there is some merit, and the other
matter mentioned by the honorable member for St. Rilda, will be referred to the
Ministers concerned.
Mr. PRENDERGAST (l'ootscray).I desire to refer to the work of the
committee that has been appointed to inquire into the school curriculum. 1 C011eider that one matter which requires
serious attention is the uniformity of
teaching methods with advantage to the
pupils.
The scholars in our State
schools are required to go through the
curriculum, and the teachers are supposed
to adopt a uniform method. It is found
that, after promotion as head· teachers,
some teachers adopt a plan of teaching
which is distressing to teachers under
their supervision who have not had experience of that plan. There ought to be
a change in the case of the promotion of
teachers who insist upon adopting -a new
plan of their own in schools where the
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previous head teachers have been successful with the method adopted by them.
Take the case of a school in which a head
teacher has been successful in his plan
of teaching. He is promoted, and another
head tea'cher takes his place and introduces a new plan in the carrying out
of the curriculum.
The change is
distressing to teachers who were under
the previous .supervISIOn of a successful head teacher whose plan of
teaching was in conformity with the
Department's approved method. In some
schools, teachers in the 2nd or 3rd
classes have a splendid opportunity of obtaining promotion quicker than other
teachers, because they obtain better results at the examination of scholars by
the inspectors on account of the number
of scholars being less than in other
schools. Concentration on a small num·
ber of scholars gives the teacher the opportunity of obtaining better results than
is the case of large classes. I think that
the Committee should consider the question as to what plan of teaching is to be
adopted by head teachers, so that some
head teachers win not introduce different
methods for experimental purposes. It is
very important that a teacher should
sec~re the highest number of marks for
results in teaching. The teacher who has
50 scholars in a class has not the same
opportunity of securing high marks as
the teacher who has only 30 scholars to
teach. A small class with very few or
no backward children enables the teacher
to bring more concentration to bear on
the da.ss and get better results.
There ought also to be introduced conditions which would prevent a head
master from planting a large number of
backward children in a class, and thereby
keeping down the teachers' result marks
by not giving the teacher the same opportunity as is afforded in other schools
where a different method is applied by
the head teacher.
I consider that the
Minister should inform the House what
plan he intends to adopt in regard to
the scope of the Committee's inquiries.
If there are two or three backward children in a class of 40 or 50 scholars,
the standard of teaching must be kept
down to a -low limit, so that the backward children can keep pace with the
clas.s, or the teacher must divide his or
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her attention between the two sections of Teachers' Union and prominent officers of
gcholars. Provision ought to be made the Education Department who have
gO that slightly backward children will spent many years in studying education
not interfere. with the progress of the problems, were invited to become membrighter children in the class.
Some· bers of the committee. Both the Vic{)ther .provision ought to be ma~e for torian Teachers' Union and the Teachers' the teaching of the backward chIldren. Industrial Union-the latter is affiliated
Mr. G. S. Browne, vice-principal of with the Trades Hall-have representathe Teachers' College, who is chairman tion on the committee. I am sure that
of the curriculum committee, is a very the committee will do excellent work.
-capable man.
I think tJ:Lat the com- The Cabinet felt that the cO'mmittee's
mittee should carefully go mto the mat- terms of reference should not be limited
ters to which I have referred. All the to the sixth grade as was originally sugteachers should have the same oppor- gested. We propose that the committee
tunity.
Those who instr~ct bac~ward should consider all Ute grades that conpupils should. r.eceive specIal. conSIdera- stitute the elementar,y course ot educCition. The MIlllster of PublIc Instruc- tion.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-The school-leavtion should indicate whether he proposes
ing age should be coneidered.
to hold an investigation into this subject.
Mr. LEMMON.-No doubt the COlllHe knows that a number of new head- mittee will have that matter in view. It
masters are appointed each year, and they will be recalled that certain officers were
-often pro-pose different methods from appointed to' consider the question of
those used by their predecessors. ~veIJ: raising the school-leaving age to fifteen
teacher should have an opportunIty of' years, and they found that the carrying
successfully impartin~ instruction, ~nd out of the proposal would involve an exshould not be prejudIced by the arl'lval penditure of £500,000.
If we could
of a new headmaster.
afford to raise the schO'ol-leaving age to
Mr. LEM~!ON (Minister of Public In- fifteen years, and fashion the curriculum
struction).-I very much appreciate the to fit in with the change, it would be an
remarks of the honorable member for excellent thing for the State.
FO'otscray. I know as you, Mr. Speaker,
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-Will you coneider
know, that he has devoted years to the the kindergarten department ~
i:ltudy of the principles of education.
I
Mr. LEMMON.-That will come into
should be glad to see that a copy of bis the committee's scope of reference.
speech is referred to the committee that While it was desirable that the comhas been appointed to cO'nsider the cur- mittee should consider the question of
riculum of the elementary schoO'ls. Of the curriculum for the first to the sixth
course we look to the professional officers grade inclusive, we felt that for some
to guide the administration in regard to years to come the great majority ot r,he
the curricula provided for the elemen- children would leave school at fourteen
tary, technical, and other schools. . It, is yeara of age. Consequ<~n~ly we desire .the
a side O'f the Department of whIch I expert committee to reVIse the curncudO' not profess to' have expert. know- lum to give the best possible education to
ledge, but I think that the views ex- the great number of children who will
pressed by the honorable member deserve leave school at that age. We also wish
consideratiO'n.
the committee to consider the revision of
In regard to' the appointment O'f the the curriculum for each grade up to the
committee to' consider the curriculum of sixth with a view to providing a more
the elementary schools, I wish to' point highly developed form of State educaout that it is about 25 years since a re- tion.
vision took place. When the Director of
The motion was agreed to.
Education made his recommendation I
The House :adjourned at 8.52 p.m.,
though it WO'uld be a wise thing to have until Thursday, April 21.
the -commattee apPO'inted. In view of
[Proclamations
wm-e subsequently
the fact that the registered schoO'ls will
be required to carry out the findings of issued proroguing Parliament until Frithe committee, I concluded it would be day, April 22, and providing for the
fair if those schools were represented on dissolution of the Legislative Assembly
that body. In addition, the Victorian on that date.]

