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9, An Act to provide for l'e'imbw'sing lIfembel's of the Legislat'ive Assembly tlte'il' expenses in l'elation
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PROVINCE.

Anderson, R S.
Balfour, James
Beaney, J. G.

North-Eastern.
... South-Eastern.
... North Yarra.

(Vice T. J. Sumner-scat vacated by absence.)

Bcaver, F. B. ...
Belcher, G. F ....
Bell, James
Bl'omell, Thomas
Buchanan, James
Campbell, James
Clarke, Sir W. J.
Coutts, David ...
Cumming, T. F.
Cuthbert, Henry
Dobson, ]j'. S. ...
Dougharty, J. G.
Fitzgerald, Nicholas ...
Graham, James
Halll, C. J.
Hamilton, T. F.
Hanna, Patrick
Ilearn, W. E.

...

Pm,sIDENT: SIR

...
...
...
...
...
...
..•
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...

W. H. F.

North Yarra .
Wellington.
North-Western.
Nelson.
South-Eastern.
Wellington.
Southern.
North-Western.
Western.
Wellington.
South-Ea!'>tel'll.
Gippsland.
North-Central.
South Yarra.
Melbourne.
Southern.
North-Eastern.
Melbourne .

MITCHELL.

COUN·CIL.
PROVINCE.

NAME.

J emler, C. J. ...
Lorimer, James
MacBain, James
McCulloch, William ...
Mcares, George
Mel ville, Donald
Mitchell, Sir W. H. F .
Ormond, Francis
Pearson, William
Robertson, Francis
Ross, William ...
Russell, Philip ...
Sargood, F. T ...•
Stanbridge, W. E.
Sterry, D. C.
Thornley, Nathan
Wallace, J. A ....
Wettenhall, H. H.
Williamson, James
Young, George
Zeal, W. A.

...

•..
...
. ..
. ..
•..
...
...
...
...
...
. ..
. ..
...
. ..
. ..
. ..
...
...
...
. ..
...

South-Western.
Melbourne.
South Yarra.
Gippsland.
North Yarra.
Southcrn.
Northern.
South-Western.
Gippslancl.
Northern.
Westcrn .
South-Western.
South Yarra.
North-Central.
Northern.
Western.
North-Eastern.
Nelson .
Nelson.
North-Western.
North-Central.

CHAIRMAN 01<' COllIl\lITTEES: MR. JENNER.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLt
NAME.

DISTRICT.

Anderson, William ... Villiers and Heytesbury.
Baker, Richard
... Wimmera.
Bell, Henry...
... Ballarat West.
... Brighton.
Bent, Thomn.s
Berry, Graham
... Geelong.
Billson, George
... Ovens.
Bolton, Henry
... Moira.
Bosisto, Joseph
... Richmond.
Bowman, Robert ... Maryboroughand Talbot.
Burrowes, Robert ... Sandhurst.
... Evelyn.
Cameron, E. H.
Clark, A. T....
... Williamstown.
Clark, Robert...
... Sandhurst.
... Footscray.
Clark, W. M. ...
Connor, J. H....
... Geelong.
Cooper, 'l'homas
... Creswick.
Coppin, G. S. ...
... East Melbourne.
Cunningham, George Geelong.
Davies, D. M....
... Grenville.
... St. Kilda.
Davies, M. H....
Deakin, Alfred
... West Bourke.
. .. Sandridge.
Derham, F. T.
Dow, J. L.
... Kara Kara.
... Dalhousie.
Duffy, J. Gavan
... Ballarat West.
Fincham. G. R.
... Maryboroughand Talbot.
Fink, B. J.
... Warrnambool.
Francis, J. G....
Gardiner, John
... Carlton.
Gibb, James...
... Mornington.
Gillies, Duncan
... Hodney.
... Avoca.
Grant, J. M....
... Delatite.
Graves, J. H. ...
Hall, G. W....
... Moira.
Harper, Robert
... East Bourke.
Harris, Albert
... North Gippsland.
Harris, Joseph
... St. KHda.
Hunt, Thomas
... KUmore and Anglesey.
... Ballarat East.
James, John...
... Ovens.
Kerferd, G. B.
... South Bourke.
Keys, John
Lalor, Peter...
... Grant.
Langdon, Thomas ... Avoca.
Langridge, G. D. ... Collingwood.
Laurens, John
... North Melbourne.

SPEAKER: MR. LALOR.

NAME.

DISTRICT.

Levien, J. F.
... Barwon.
McColl, Hugh
... Mandurang.
Macgregor, Robert ... Emerald Hill.
... Maldoll.
McIntyre, John
McLean, Allan
... North Gippsland.
McLellan, William ... Ararat.
Mac Mahon, Sir Chas. West Melbourne.
... Belfast.
Madden, J. J....
Madden, Walter ... Wimmera.
... South Gippsland.
Mason, F. C....
Mirams, James
... Collingwood.
Moore, Thompson ... Mandurang.
. .. Emerald Hill.
Nimmo, John...
Officer, C. M. ...
... Dundas.
Orkney, James
... West Melbourne.
Patterson, J. B.
... Castlemaine.
... East Bourke Boroughs.
Pearson, C. H.
Quick, John
... Sandhurst.
Rees, John
... Grant.
Heid, R D.
... Fitzroy.
Richardson, llichard Creswick.
Robertson, William ... Polwarth and South
Grenville.
Rose, J. M.
... North Melbourne.
Russell, James
... Ballarat East.
Service, James
... Castlemaine.
Shack ell, James
... Hodney.
Shiels, William
... Normanby.
Smith, Charles
... Richmond.
Smith, W. C....
... Ballarat West.
S'taughton, S. T. ... West Bourke.
Toohey, James
... Villiers and Heytesbury.
Tucker, A. L ... .
... Fitzroy.
Uren, W. H ... .
... Ripon and Hampden.
Walker, W. F.
... Boroondara.
Wallace, P. B.
... Benambra.
Wheeler, J. H.
... Creswick.
Woods, John ...
... Stawell.
Wrixon, H. J.
... Portland.
Yeo, Charles ...
... Mandurang.
Young, Alexander ... Grenville.
Young, Charles
... Kyneton Boroughs.
Zox, E. L.
... East Melbourne.

CHAIRMAN OF COlllllIIl'TEES: MR. COOPER.

AT THE OPENING OF THE SESSION.
ATTORNEY-GE~ERAL

AND TREASURER TIm HON. SIR BRYAN O'LOGHLEN, BART.

1
J

OHIEF SECRETARY AND MINISTER OF
PUBLIC INSTRUCTION...
...
...
SOLICITOR-GENERAL ...

"
"

MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
MINISTER OF TRADE AND CUSTOMS ...
MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS, AGRICUL-l
TURE, AND WATER SUPPLY...
...
MINISTER OF LANDS ...

"

"
"

POSTMASTER-GENEltAL
WITHOUT OFFICE

"

"

MINISTER OF MINES ...
\

"

• 00

"
"

{

J. M. GRANT.
F. S. DOBSON.
THOMAS BENT.
J. II. GRAVES.
CHARLES YOUNG.
W ALTEH. MADDEN.
ROB:ERT BURROWES.
HENRY BOLTON.
JAMES MACBAIN.
L. L. SMITH.

FROM MARCH 8.
TREASURER AND MINISTER OF PUBLIC l
INSTHUCTION
...
...
(...
... JTHE HON. JAMES SERVICE.

CHI:~~ERC:~TARY

AND

P~.STM~STE~~}

ATTORNEY. GENERAL , ..

"
"

MINISTER OF JUSTICE ...
MINISTER OF RAILWAYS

"

MINISTER OF TRADE AND CUSTOMS ' ..

"

MINISTER OF LANDS ...
MINISTER OF MINES AND AGRICULTURE
MINISTER OF PUBLIC
'VATER SUPPLY
WITHOVT

OFFIC~

II

W.O
.. RKS", AN.D.,

1
J

"
"

"
"

GRAHAM BEHRY.
G. B. KERFERD.
It S. ANDERSON.

DUNCAN GILLIES.
G. D. LANGRIDGE.
A.L. TUCKER.
J. F. LEVIEN.
ALFRED DEAKIN.
F. T. SARGOOD,

ERRATUM.
Page 60, col. 1, for" South-Eastern Province" read "North-Eastern Province."

VICTORIA.

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
T~te8day,

Februa1'y 27, 1883.

Opening of Parliament by Commission.

The Twelfth Victorian Parliament was
opened this day by Commission. The Commissioners appointed by His Excellency the
Governor for the purpose were His Honour
the Chief Justice (Sir W. F. Stawell) and
His Honour Mr. Justice Molesworth.
At noon, the Clerk of the Parliaments
(Mr. J. Barker) read the following
PROCLAMATION.
"By His Excellency the Most Honorable
George Augustus Constantine, Marquis of Normanby, Earl of Mulgrave,
Viscount Normanby, and Baron Mulgrave of Mulgrave, all in the county
of York, in the Peerage of the United
Kingdom; and Baron Mulgrave of
New Ross, in the county of vVexford,
in the Peerage of Ireland; a Member
of Her Majesty's Most Honorable
Privy Council; Knight Grand Cross
of the Most Distinguished Order of
Saint Michael and Saint George;
Governor and Commander-in-Chief in
rind over the Colony of Victoria and its
Dependencies, &c., &c., &c.
" W HEnEA.S by the Constitution Act it
was amongst other things enacted that it
should be lawful for the Governor to fix
such places within Victoria, and, subject
to the limitations therein contained, such
times for holding the first and every other
session of the Council and Assembly, and
to vary and alter the same respectively in
such manner as he might think fit; and
also from time to time to prorogue the said
Council and Assembly, and to dissolve
SES. 1883.-D

the said Assembly, by Proclamation or
otherwise, whenever he should deem it expedient: And whereas the said Council
and Assembly are called 'The Parliament
of Victoria,' and it is expedient to fix the
time for hold ing the next session thereof :
Now therefore I, the Governor of Victoria, in exercise of the power conferred
by the said Act, do by this my proclamation fix Tuesday the twenty-seventh day of
February instant as the time for the commencement and holding of the next session
of the said Council and Assembly, called
'The Parliament of Victoria,' for the
despatch of business, at twelve of the
clock at noon, in the Parliament Houses,
situate in Parliament-place, Spring-street,
in the city of Melbourne; and the honorable the Members of the Legislative Council and the Members of the Legislative
Assembly are hereby required to give their
attendance at the said time and place
•
accordingly.
" Given under my hand and the seal of
the colony, at Melbourne, this twenty-fourth
day of February, in the year of our Lord
One thousand eight hundred and eightythree, and in the forty-sixth year of Her
Majesty's reign.
" NORMANBY.
H By His Excellency'S command,
"J. M. GRANT,
"Chief Secretary.

"GOD

SA.VE THE QUEEN I"~

The Commissioners immediately afterwards entered the chamber, and directed
that the attendance of the members of the
Legislative Assembly should be requested.
The members of the Assembly having
appeared at the bar,
The CHIEF JUSTIOE said-Honorable Gentlemen of the Legislatiye Council
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New Members.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Swearz'ng of Membel's.

and Gentlemen of the Legislative Assembly,
LEGISLATIVE ASSE1\1:BLY.
His Excellency the Governor,' not thinking
T~te8da.1j, Febr~tary 27, 1883.
fit to be present in person this clay, bas been
pleased to cause letters patent to issue under
Swearing of lIIembers-Election of Speaker.
the seal or the colony, constituting us his
Commissioners to do in his name all that is
necessary to be performed in this Parliament.
Proceedings commenced at noon precisely,
This will more fully appear from the letters by the Clerk of the Assembly (Mr. G. H.
Jenkins) reading the Governor's proclamapatent, which will now be read.
The letters patent having been read by tion convoking Parliament.
the Clerk,
The Usher of the Legislatiye Council
The CHIEF JUSTICE said-Honor- then appeared at the bar, and intimated that
able Gentlemen of the Legislative ponncil the Commissioners appointed by tho Goand Gentlemen of the Legislative Assembly, vernor to open Parliament requested the
we have it in communel from His Excellency attendance of members or the Legislative
to let you know that on a future day, of , Assembly in the chamber of the Legislative
which due notice will be given, His Excel- Council.
lency will declare to you in person, in this
The members present, accompaniecl by
place, the causes or his calling this Parlia- the chier officers of the House, at once proment together; nnd, gentlemen of the Le- ceeded thither. On their return, His Honour
gislative Assembly, as it is necessary, before the Chief Justice (Sir VV. F. Stawell), one
yon proceed to the despatch of business, that of the Oommissioners, was introduced, and
a Speaker of the Legislative Assembly be took his seat to the right of the table.
chosen, His Excellency requests that you,
The letters patent appointing the Chier
in your chamber, will proceed to the choice of Justice to administer the oath of allegiance
a proper person to be the Speaker.
were then read, and the members present
The Commissioners and members of the were sworn in the following order : Legislative Assembly then withdrew.
VVilliam McLellan
The PRESIDENT (the Hon. Sir W. H. F. Ararat
{ J. lVI. Grant
lVIitchell) took the chair, and read the prayer. Avoca
... l Thomas Langdon
DECLARATIONS OF
James Russell
Ballarat East
QU ALIFICA'1'ION.
.., { John James
The following members delivered to the
vV. C. Smith
Clerk the declarations required by the Act Ballarat 'Nest ... Henry Bell
{ G. R. Fin.cham
No. 702 :-The Honorables the President,
R. S. Anderson, J. Buchanan, Sir 'V. J. Barwon
... J. F. LeVien
Clarke, '1'. F. Cumming, If. S. Dobson, J. Belfast
J. J'. Madden
G. Dougharty, J. Graham, C. J. Ham, P. Benambra...
P. B. Wallaco
Hanna, vV. E. Hearn, C. J. Jenner, J. Boroondara
VV. F. Vvalkel'
Lorimer, F. Ormond, vV. Pearson, F. Ro- Bourke, East
Robert Harper
bertson, F. T. Sargooc1, D. C. Sterry, J. EastBourke Boroughs C. H. Pearson
A. 'Vallace, J. Williamson, and ,,\V. A. Bourke, South
John Keys
Zeal.
Alfred Deakin
Bourke,
West
NEvV MElVIBERS.
... { S. '1'. Staughton
Thomas Bent
The PRESIDENT announced that a Brighton ...
writ which he had issued for the election Carlton
John Gardiner
of a member for the Nelson Province (in
J. B. Patterson
Castlemaine
... { James Service '
the room or Sir Charles Sladen, resigned)
G. D.' Langridge
had been returned, showing t~at Mr. H. H.
Collingwood
... { James Mirams
'Vettenhall had been duly clected ; also that
he had issued a writ for the election or a
Thomas Cooper
member for the North Yarra Province, in Creswick ...
... Richard Hichardson
{ .J. H. '\Vheeler
the place of Mr. T. J. Sumner, whose seat
had become vacant by reason of his having, Dalhousie ...
... J. Gavan Duffy
without permission of the Council, failed to Delatite .. ,
.J. H. Graves
give his attendance for one entire session.
C. M. Officer
Dundas
The House adjourned at a quarter past
John Nimmo
Emerald Hill
... { Robert Macgregor
twelve o'clock, until five minutes to two
o'clock p.m., on Thursday, March 1.
... E. H. Cameron
Evelyn

Swearing of Members.

[FEBRUARY

S A. L. Tucker
... t.R. D. Reid
Footscray ...
'V. M. Clark
~eOl'ge Cunningham
Geolong .,.
". J. II. Connor
{ Graham Berry
Gippsland, South... F. C. Mason
Grant
{ John Rees
. . . Peter Lalor
M. Davies
Gren VI'11 e .. ,
.. . { D.
Al
.
. examl",,(T
er ~ oung
Kara Knra
... J. L. Dow
KiI11101.·0 and An-} Th
H t
...
ornas un
glosey .,.
Kyneton Boroughs Charles Young
Maldon
John .McIntyre
Mandurang
Hugh McColl
Maryborough and { B. J. Fink
Tal bot .,.
. .. Robert Bowman
S , CZoppin
Melbourne, East ... { E~' L
. . ox
Melbourne, North ... { John Laurens
J. :LVI. Rose
Orkney
1\1olb om.no, 'vest... James
Cllar1es l\,r
l\,r h
J.V.lnc J.V.la on
Mornington
... ,James Gibb
Norrnanby
'Villiam Shiels
{ George Billson
Ovens
'"
G. B. Kerferd
Portland
H. J. 'VrixOll
Richmond
... { J osoph Bos~sto
Charles SmIth
RiponandH:unpclen W. H. Uren
RoJ. e
{ Duncan Gillies
." James Shackell
n y
Robert Burrowes
Sanclhurst
. .. Rohert Clark
{ John Quick
F. T. Derham
Sandridge .. .
. ,Joseph Harris
St. Kilda .. .
'" { :LVI. H. Davies
John Woods
Stawell
Villiers and Heytes- } J
T I
bury . . .
. ..
ames 00 ley
Warl'nambool
... J. G. Francis
A. T. Clark
'Villiumstown
vValter Madden
... { Richard Bakor
Wimmera...
Fitzroy

,IT

{

The following woro absent:ELECTED FOR

NAlIIE.

Allan McLean
Albert Harris
Thompson Moore
Charles Yeo

} North Gippsland
} Mandurang

Polwarth and South
Grenville
Villiers and Heytes'Villiam Anderson {
bury

William Robertson {

B
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The following, though present, were not
sworn in consequence of the non-return of
the ·writ of election : NAME.

G. W. Hall

Henry Bolton

ELECTED FOR

}M .
Olra

On the completion of the ceremony of
members, the Chief Justice quitted
Ius seat, bowed to the House, and retired.
s~vearing

ELECTION OF SPEAKER.
Mr. SERVICE rose, and, addressing the
Clerk of the Assembly, said-Mr. Jenkins,
I beg to move that Mr. Lalor do take the
chair of this House as Speaker, and, in doing
so, the task before me is a very easy and
simple one. I do not require to bring under
the notice of the members of the House the
qualifications for the position which Mr.
Lalor possesses, because he is an old Speaker,
and almost everyone of us knows his qualifications. He has shown himself in times
that have passed to be exceedingly fitted to
repress every disorder, and to conduct himself generally with that firmness which it is
necessary that the Speaker of a deliberative
Chamber such as this is should possess;
and, as far as my personal knowledge is concerned, I think that his conduct generally
hus been marked by courtesy as well as firmness, both of which qualities are absolutely
requisite for a man to fill the post of Speaker
with honour to himself, and satisfaction to
the House. I therefore beg, without furtheL'
observation, to submit Mr. Lalor's name as
Speaker.
Mr. BERRY.-Mr. Jenkins, I have
great pleasure in rising to second the nomination of Speaker made by the honorable
member for Castlemaine (Mr. Service). I
quite endorse the remarks of the honorable
member in regard to the general approval
or Mr. Lalor's conduct while he was Speaker
in the last Parliament. I had the pleasure
and honour of proposing him for that position,
and I then prophesied, from the knowledge
which I had of him personally, and from the
knowledge which I had of him as Chairman
of Committees, that he would make a most
excellent Speaker; and 1 think I express
the sentiments of both sides of the House
when I say that his conduct in the chair
was all that was expected from him, and
all that this House could require from its
Speaker. I have great pleasure in seconding
the proposal that lVIr. Lalor do again take
the chair.
No other nomination being made,

Electioft of Spealcel'~

[COUNCIL.]

Mr. LALOR rose in his place, and saidl\fr. Jenkins, I desire to express my thanks to
the House for the honour which it is proposed
to confer upon me, and especially to the
honorable members who have nominated me
for the flattering manner in which they have
done so, I submit myself to the will of the
House.
Mr. Lalor was then conducted by his
proposer and seconder to the chair, on reaching which
The SPEAKER said-I thank the House
for the high honour conferred upon me; and
beg to convey my humble acknowledgments.
Before taking the chair, I wish to express
my grati£cation at having as Clerk of the
House a gentleman who has rendered such
valuable assistance to me and the House in
the past.
Mr. GRANT.-Mr. Speaker, in the
absence of my colleague, the Premier, the
duty has somewhat unexpectedly fallen on
me of conveying to you the congratulations
of the House upon the high honour you have
attained of being elected for the second time
to take the chair as Speaker. I think that
those of us who had the privilege of sitting in
the last Parliament know well the manner
in which the privileges, the honour, and the
dignity of this House were maintained by
you. I am sure that I express the feeling
of all the members of the House when I say
that I can promise on their behalf that you
will have our most cordial support in the
discharge of your high functions. There is
not one of us who does not feel that the honour
and dignity of the House are as important
to us as they are to yourself, and that that
honour and dignity can only be maintained
by our most cordially supporting the chair.
I assure you, Mr. Speaker, that I convey the heartfelt desire of every m3mber of
the House when I wish you health and
prosperity, and long life to preside over
our deliberations in the same manner in
which you have presided over them in the
past.
Mr. SERVICE.-Mr. Speaker, I desire
in a few words to congratulate you most
heartily on the unanimous appointment you
have received to the chair of this House.
Mr. GRANT announced that His Excellency the Governor would receive the Speaker
and such members as chose to accompany
him, at the Government Offices, on the following day, at two o'clock p.m.
The House adjourned at eight minutes
past 011e o'clock p.m., until Thursday,
March 1.

Governor' 8

Speec7~.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
Thw'sday, March 1, 1883.
State Opening of Parliament by thc Governor-Nelson
Province Election-Privileges of Parliament BillAddress in Reply to the Governor's Speech-Chairman
of Committees. _ _ _ __

The PRESIDENT took the chair at five
minutes to two o'clock p.m., and reft.d the
prayer.
DECLARATIONS OF
QU ALIFICATION.
The following members delivered to the
Clerk the declarations required by the Act
No. 702 :-The Honorables F. E. Beaver,
G. F. Belcher, ;J. Bell, J. Campbell, N.
Fitzgerald, 'V. McCulloch, G. Meares, D.
Melville, W. E. Stanbridge, N. Thornley,
and G. Young.
STATE OPENING OF
PARLIAMENT.
The Usher announced the approach of
His Excellency the Governor; and immediately afterwards His Excellency entered
the chamber, attended by his suite.
The members of the Legislative Assembly having been snmmoned,
His EXCELLENCY addressed the following speech to both Houses of Parliament:"MR. PRESIDENT AND HONORABLE GENTLElIlEN OF HiE LEGISLATIYE
COUNCIL:
"MR. SPEAKER AND GENTLEMEN OF THE
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY:·
"The requisite provision for the public
service of this year remains still to be made.
It is not necessary to call your attention to
the variety of causes which have hrought
about this delay, but, in view of this pressing circumstance, I have felt it my duty to
summon Parliament together for the despatch
of public business as soon as possible after
the elections have taken place.
"MR. SPEAKER AND GENTLEMEN OF THE
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY:
"The Estimates of Expenditure for the
year will be laid before you at once, and it
will be imperative at the earliest possible
period to make adequate provision for the
public service. These Estimates will, I have
no doubt, receive your immediate and careful
consideration.

Gover1Wl"S Speec7~.

[MARCH
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"It will also be necessary to lay before
you a Temporary Advances Bill to authorize the Treasurer to make further advances
towards carrying on public works already
sanctioned by the Legislature.

hoped that this happy state of things may
continue, and I trust that under the blessing
of Divine Providence your counsels may be
guided to the advancement of the public
welfare."

" I am enabled with much gratification
to congratulate you on the satisfactory condition of the public finances. The revenue,
as shown by the published returns, has been
steadily increasing, and has, during the first
eight months of the present financial year,
exceeded the proportionate part of the
estimates of revenue laid before the late
Parliament.

Copies of the speech were handed by the
Governor's private secretary to the President
and to the Speaker.
The members of the Assembly then with..
drew, and His Excellency and suite also left
the chamber.

"MR. PRESIDENT AND HONORABLE GENTLEl\IEN

OF

THE

NE'V' MEMBER.
Mr. H. H. Wettenhall was introduced .
and sworn as one of the members for the
Nelson Province. He presented to the Clerk
the declal'atioll required by the Act No. 702.

LEGISLATIYE

PRIVILEGES OF PARLIAMENT
BILL.
"MR. SPEAKER AND GENTLEl\IEN OF THE
The Hon. F. S. DOBSON moved, with·
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY:
out notice, for leaye to introduce a Bill to
" It is deemed by my advisers deeimble . preserve the privileges of Parliament.
Leave was given, and the Bill was brought
that this session of Parliament should be
in, and read a first time.
principally oc~upied in making due provision
THE GOVERNOR'S SPEECH.
for the services of the year, thus enabling
ADDRESS IN REPLY.
Ministers, after a brief recess, to meet ParThe House proceeded to the consideratiotl
liament, in accordance with the constitutional practice, at the .proper time for the of the speech delivered by His Excellency
the Governor to both Houses of Parliament.
introduction of the Estimates for the ensuThe Hon. H. H. 'VETTENHALL
ing financial year, when the numerous and
movedimportant measures which they brought
" That a committee be appointed to prepare
before the late Parliament will be introduced. an address in reply to the speech of His ExIn such second session, which might thus cellency the Governor."
The Hon. N. THORNLEY seconded
reasonably commence after Easter, the
the motion.
A:mending Land Bill, the Railway ConstrucE. HEARN moyed, as all
The Hon.
tion Bill, and the Amending vVater Conser- amendment, the addition to the motion of
vation Bill would be pressed forward for the following words : " And that it be an instruction to such comyour early consideration.
COUNCIL:

'V.

" The continuation of expiring laws, including the Drawbacks Act and the Act to
reimburse members of the Legislative Assembly their expenses in relation to their
attendance in Parliament, will also be a
matter of urgency to be considered during
this session.
" The pl'ospel'ity which the colony has for
some time enjoyed happily continues to exist.
The constructioii of the great public works
of the colony has been vigorously pushed on.
Labour has been fully employed a11d capital
has been eal'ning good returns. It is to be

mittee to include in their draft of the address
an expression of regret on the part of this HOllie
that Parliament has been dissolved without the
passing of an Appropriation Act."

He said-Mr. President, in proposing this
amendment, I wish to saythatI have brought
it forward at this particular time, and in this
particular way, first, because I desire to
afford the House an opportunity of distinguishing between the substance of my proposition and the form of words in which it
is expressed, and also of giying the subject
fnrther consideration when it is brought up
by the committee in their report; and,
secondly, because I want most strongly to
avoid as far as I can even the appearance of
moving all amendment on the actual address
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in reply to the Governor's speech, a course
usually regarded as one of a character hostile
to the Government of the day. As a matter
of fact, I am not aetna ted in the slightest
degree by any hostility to the pro~ent Government, or wish to increase in the smallest degree the difficulties or their position. Nor do
I aim at reflecting in any way upon any other
person connecteu. with the subject my amendment refers to. It appears to me likely that
nothing has taken place beyond a mere oversight, or error in judgment, to either of which
we are all naturally liable. But nevertheless,
and although probably no practical inconvenience has arisen from the action that has
been taken, the principle involved in it is so
important, and the dangers arising from the
precedent it may set are so considerable,
that I deem it necessary to ask honorable
members to express an opinion upon the
course that has been pursued. There need
not perhaps be any fears on the point so far
as the present time or possibly a few years
hence is concerned, but some day we may
have a Ministry in whom this House is not
disposed to place confidence adopting a
similar line under circumstances highly
detrimental to tho public interest. In such
a case, ir the Oouncil were for the first time
to offer a remonstrance, what would be said?
We would at once be told-" You have
before you the precedent of 1883, when
under similar conditions you allowed the
same thing to pass without a single word of
protest; how then can you attack to-day
what you agreed with then ?', Therefore I
think this House should proceed forthwith
to place on record its sense of the impropriety or the course that has been followed.
That a grave and serious principle is involved
in the present question must, I imagine,
be admitted by every honorable member.
It is distinctly laid down in the Constitution Act-the Act under which we exist and
by which we must be guided-that the
public moneys must be appropriated to some
distinct and specific purpose by an Act or
the Legislature. Nothing but an Act of
the united Legislature, of which we form a
part, can authorize the expenditure of the
public moneys. "Vhat I mean is that
those moneys cannot be legally spent in any
other way than by means of an Appropriation Act appropriating the funds to specific
objects. It is very remarkable that not one
word is to be found in the Constitution Act
respecting what are called interim Supply
Bills. At the same time, the conveniences
if not the actual necessities of the case have
induced this House to agree as a regular
Hon. W. E. Hearn.
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thing to follow the practice of the English
Legislature, namely, to allow payments of
public moneys to be matte on account. Iudeed it is not too much to say that the
exigencies of the public service absolutely
require that payments on account should be
made. Under our present system, accol'lliug to which Parliament continues in session
during nine or ten months of the year, it
would be impossible to carryon the government of the country unless some such arrangement was entered into. Most ]101101'able members must be familiar with tho
ordinary course of these interim Supply
Bills. Under them very large sums are
passed by Parliament in a very summary
way, but this House agrees to that plan
with the clear understanding that all accounts in connexion with such Bills will bo
finally settled in the course of the session.
Both here and in England the understanding
is that the public moneys so paid will have to
be finally accounted for before the end of the
session is reached, the whole of tho payment~ being covered by an Appropriation
Act wherein every separate sum is applied
specifically to a certain definite purpose. In
truth, the Council consents to interim Supply Bills under two conditions. The first
is that the money they refer to must be
granted for services voted by the Assembly
in the current session. That is, we must
know that the Assembly has taken the
subject into its consideration, amI quite
satisfied itself that the expenditure will
be all that it ought to be. VVe must be
assured that the matter has been fully inquired into by the other branch of the
Legislature, and then we arc content to
accept its action on the point. There is also
this second condition, that the payments on
account will be finally settled for and made
up, to comply with the terms of the Constitution Act, in the course of the current
session. Then it should be observed that
temporary Supply Bills are, from the nature of the case, strictly limited, and that
at the end of the session in which they
are passed into law they expire, and cease
to have any effect. Tho process of reasoning by which that conclusion is reached
I need not inflict on the House, because it
is well known to all who have paid any
attention to the subject. The Supreme
Oourt of the colony has actually decided
that, when a session of Parliament terminatea, every interim Supply Bill passed.
during its currency ceases to have any
operation whatever. How then are we now
placed, the session having ended without the
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passing of an Appropriation Act? The
country looked to us to consent to the appropriation of certain moneys, and we have
not performed that duty. 'rYe have simply
allowed certain amounts to be paid on
account, and not taken care that the account
should be made correct.
Therefore we are
in an extremely awkward predicament. In
order to meet the necessities of the public
service we agreed to the expenditure of
very large sums of money, we did so on the
assumnce that the necessary Appropriation
Act would be passed at SO'me time during
the session, and now we find the session
brought to an end without that having been
done. Under these circumstances, I humbly
conceive that we stand in a distinctly false
position, inasmuch as we are made parties
to a distinctly illegal act, and that we ought
to institute some inquiry into how that state
of things has becn brought about. I have
no desire to express in any wayan opinion
on the late dissolution in other respects, or
to iuterfere to the slightest extent with the
prerogative of the Orown as to dissolutions.
vYhat I object to is not the dissolution, but
the absence of an Appropriation Act. It
having pleased the representative of the
Orown to agree that the longer continuance
of the late Assembly was unadvisable, he
thereupon exercised his undoubted discretion in the matter, and were I a member of
the Assembly I would feel certain consequences of his act, but with all matters of
that sort we in the Oouncil have nothing
whatever to do. The other House is, indeed, quite able to take care of itself. All
we are concerned for is the principle that no
dissolution ought to have taken place until
the honorable understanding to which we
were parties had been carried into full
effect-that is to say, that the dissolution
should have been preceded by a distinct
appropriation of Supplies. This is a matter
with respect to which the practice of the
English Legislntnre may be said to be unifoi.'m. At all events there has not occurred
during the present reign a single case in
which a dissolution has taken place without
an Appropriation Act to a certain extent.
'Vhether the Act in question related to an
entire year or to a shorter period is another
matter. In 1841, when Sir Robert Peel
carried a hostile vote against the then
Ministry, Snpplies were granted under an
Appropriation Act eoyering from three to
six months, and the same practice was
followed in 1857 and 1859. I repeat that
under the modern constitutional practice
110 dissolution has, I believe, taken place
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until propel' Supplies had been granted by
means of not one or more mere interim
Supply Acts, but a regular Appropriation
Act,underwhichParliamentdistinctlya.ppropriated the public money to certain specific
purposes, the reason for the arrangement
being the fact that temporary Supplies
cease to have any force directly the session
concludes. Ministers cnn be authorized to
spend public moneys after the prorogation
(If Parliament only by a permanent grant
of the nature of an Appropriation Act. No
SpeakeroftheHouseof Oommonswould think
of allowing a regular appropriation clause to
be introduced into a temporary Supply Bill.
It is quite true that, in the course of a
century, there have been three dissolutions
or the English Parliament without an Appropriation Act, but in each instance-in
1783, 1807, ancl1832-it so hnpponed that
money was nyailable out or eertnin parliamentnry appropriat.ions or from other causes.
In no case whatever, as far as I know, has
any attempt been made to carryon the
Queen's Government in England merely by
means of Supply Bills. The point upon
which I am dwelling docs not now m'ise in
the colonies for the first time. Six or seven
years ago the matter was discussed at considerable length in New South Wales, and
Sir Hercules Robinson, then the Governor
of that colony, wrote to the Secretary of State
for the Oolonies, asking him to obtain the
opinion on the point of the then S peakeI' of the
House or Commons-Mr. Brand-and also
of Sir Erskine May, the Olerk or the Honse.
The matter will be found dealt with ill Mr.
Todd's work On Parliamentary Government
in British Colonies, ill which there occurs
the following extract:"Pcnding the recurrence of a similar emergenc'y, Goyernor Hobinson was dcsirous o.t
obtaining advice from competent constitutionnl
authorit.Y in the mother country. . . . In his
reply, datcd Dcccmber 15th, 1877. the Secrctar'y
of Statc for the Colonies (Earl Carnanon) cxpressed his approval of Governor Hobinson's
endeavour to check the irregular practiccs of
'delaying to obtain Supply, and of carrying on
the government cither without Suppl'y or upon
temporary Supply Bills,' and his hope that the
colony would become alive 'to the danger of
practices which are inconsistent with the true
spirit of representative government.'''

That is the view expressed by the Secretary or State ror tli.e Oolonies, and. it was
supported by Sir Erskine May in these
terms :r. To dissolve Parliament before provision lIas
been made for the public servicc is so serious an
cvil that the Goyernor is entitled to the highest
credit for his enc1erwonrs to l1iscourage such a.
practice, and I have no doubt he will continue
to discourage it by every meaus iu his power."
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To this Mr. Speaker Brand added"I have carefully gone through the papers,
and I concur generally in the substance of Sir
Erskine May's report upon them."

Thus these several authorities unite in declaring the course in question to be entirely
irregular, and one thai ought not on any
account to be followed. Under such circumstances, I consider that I have some
justification for bringing under the consideration of the House the amendment I
have just submitted. It may, and no doubt
will, be urged that the late dissolution did
not take place until provision had been
made for the wants of the public service,
but the answer to every contention of that
sort will be that that provision was not
made in the regular and proper way. Practically it was made under the authority of
temporary Supply Bills-the course described by Earl Carnarvon as "inconsistent
with the true spirit of representative government." What is the practice in England
when it is deemed desirable that a dissolution should take place? Invariably that
funds for carrying on the government of the
country are supplied to the Crown by means
of a proper Appropriation Act, the reason
for that course being that the moment the
session closes the moneys already voted on
account are no longer available. So that,
we being under the same rule, when the
Victorian Parliament was dissolved on the
30th January, all the money previously
granted under Supply Bills for the service
of 1882-3 ceased to be legally disposable
for any purpose whatever. Even supposing
that the funds granted under the Supply
Bill passed late in December were drawn
out of the public account before the 30th
January, they could not, after that clate,
legally remain in the hands of the Government, or be properly applicable to the purposes for which they were originally intended.
I dare say some error arosfl in the matter
I am referring to from the provisions of the
Audit Act not bring properly considered.
That Act provides the means by which
moneys can be taken for the public service
out of the public account, and the arrangement is a very elaborate one. The Treasurer
issucs a certain warrant, which he sends to
the Audit Commissioners for their counter
signature, to certify that the money mentioned is legally available, and the document
is then forwarded to the Governor, who is the
party to authorize the banks in paying out
the public funds deposited with them. '11 is
signature, in fact, gives the banks security in
the transaction. 'Vhat is the course that has
Hon. W. E. Hearn.
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been pursued in the present instance, and
how will it eventuate? Mind I am speaking
on assumption merely. I conjecture that on
or about the 28th January, by which date
the payments due in that month for the
public service were no doubt all made, the
Treasurer issued a warrant covering the payments due in February, and that the Audit
Commissioners certified that the money was
legally available. Such a certificate could
then be rightly given, because the funds in
question were at the time unquestiona.bly
available. But what follows? That when
the receipts for' the payments made in the
course of February, by the different paymasters, to the creditors of the Government
come to be re··examined by the Audit Commissioners, they will be called upon to certify
that the money so paid was at the time of
payment legally available for the purpose,
and that they will find matters standing in
rather a peculiar way. It is perfectly true that
the money was legally available on the 28th
January, but it is equally true that it was not
legally available on say the 28th February.
Consequently the Audit Commissioners will
have to surcharge the Treasurer to the extent
of the payments illegally made. I don't
know that this phase of the proceeding has
come under the consideration of the Government. At the same time I have no doubt
that the Audit Commissioners will do their
duty, and it seems to me correspondingly
certain that, if they take. the view I have
indicated, they will surcharge the Treasurer
in the manner I have described. Should
they fail to do so, I fancy it will be worth the
while of this House to make some inquiry
into the affair, and also to consider whether
the existing legislation on the subject is
sufficient-whether, in fact, it is desirable
that it should be possible, on the dissolution
or prorogation of Parliament, for the Government to get any amount of Supplies
handed over to them, for the time being, to
expend pretty much as they like. The subject is rather too serious to be passed over
without the fullest examination and sifting.
Nevertheless the point last touched upon is
not the one I most desire to press at this
moment. Indeed I put it merely in anticipation of an argument on the question which
I think will be urged, because I have seen it
stated in some of the newspapers, apparently
with authority, as one on which the Government rely. vVhat I am now saying is alto.
gether irrespective of the convenience or
inconvenience of the dissolution. I objeot
to the dissolution because there was, at the
time, no proper Appropriation Act, and
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whether the consequence of there being no
such Act has been a little more or a little
less convehience is entirely ulterior to the
reasoning I am endeavouring to lay before
honorable members. I contend that we cannot be too careful in the matter of the checks
imposed on the Government with respect to
the paying out of the public funds. It
is absolutely necessary in this countl'your experience fully confirms the view-that
we should be rather over-particular than
otherwise in dealing with the public moneys.
vVe must strictly follow out the terms of
the Act relating to their management under
which we are bound to proceed, and those
terms are, not that money should be given
at random for the Government to do as they
like with, but that the consolidated revenue
should be appropriated to special and specific purposes, and that the appropriation
should take place under the authority of an
Act of Parliament. The practice of granting public money under Supply Bills without an Appropriation Act is not compliance
with those terms.
Under these circumstances, I think that the present time,
when no serious practical inconveniences
have arisen from the proceeding I refer to,
and there is no need to ascribe any evil intention in the matter to anyone-because
the gist of my complaint is that a mere
oversight has occurred, 01' a mere errol'
of judgment has been committed-affords
us an excellent opportunity for endeavouring to insist that the ordinary course in
such matters which is pursued in England,
and declared by the highest authorities on
the subject to be correct, shall in future be
scrupulously followed in this country also.
The Hon. F. S. DOBSON.-Sir, with
n great deal of what the honorable member
(Dr. Hearn) has said I cordially agree;
but, on the other hand, there are considerations which occur to me that convince me
of the duty of opposing his proposition,
nnd, if necessary, of proceeding to a division
on the point. In the first place, the honorable member relies upon a long series of
cases of the ordinary practice in England,
and these he considers have the force of law,
but he himself has told us of exceptions
which have existed-notably that in 1831
-and, therefore, the course which was
taken by the Government on the present
occasion was not without precedent. That
fact in itself seems to me to be a sufficient
excuse 01' justification for the course which
has been pursued. As long as a parliamentary precedent can be pointed out for
the taking of a certain course, that is known
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to be a justification for pursuing any course
under any circumstances which ordinarily
arise. The honorable member has said that
there were no legal means of making payments, if not for the first at all events for
the second month of the present year; but
honorable members of this Chamber must
recollect that they themselves were parties
to the very Supply Bill of which Dr. Hearn
has spoken, and that Supply Bills are
always passed upon certain votes which have
been granted in the Legislative Assembly.
Consequently there is virtually just as much
appropriation, in actua.l practice and effect,
of all the money included in a Supply Bill
as if there were a regular Appropriation Act
passed. ",Vith regard to the case which
occurred in 1831 to which Dr. Hearn has
alluded, May says, referring to Exchequer
Bills"By these enactments immediate effect is
given to the votes of the Commons, but there is
still an irregularity-

It will be seen that he does not even put it
higher than an irregularity.
"in proroguing or dissolving Parliament
before an Appropriation Act has been passed,
since by such an event all the votes of the Commons are rendered void, and the sums require
to be voted again in the next session before a
legal appropriation can be effected."

Honorable members will see that Jiay does
not put this as a case of conflict of privilege
between the two Houses at all, but merely
as an irregularity, because it imposes on the
House of Commons the double duty of
revoting what has been already voted. I
would ask Dr. Hearn whether he can point
to any protest by the House of Lords against
such irregularities similar to that which
he wishes this House to adopt? I am not,
I am sorry to say, so familiar with constitutional law as the honorable member who
has delivered a carefully prepared address
upon this question, and this debate also
comes upon me by surprise. I would have
liked, however, to hear the honorable member
instance some case from the jou1'1lals of the
House of Lords to show that that Chamber
upon such occasions as that now in question
-and, according to his own admission,
several have occurred in England-thought
it necessary to make a protest in order
to secure their privileges in the future.
I can only suppose from the honorable
member's silence on that point, in a speech
which was evidently carefully prepared, and
for which we are all extremely indebted to
the honorable member, that the House of
Lords have never taken any such step ill
vindication of their presumed rights. We
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have a right to assume that, on the occasions
which the honorable rnembcr has referred to,
they regurded the matter us one which really
did not affect them, und therefore took no
notice of it. In so fn.r as the assent or
this House ]laS been already obtained to a
Supply Bill, ::mel that Supply Bill is based
upon actual votes of the Assembly, this
House has actuully assented to the expenditure of the money, and the Audit ComDlissioners are justified in certifying that it
is legully uvailable. I confess I see nothing
in the point ruised by the honorable member
at all except the possibility of this Chamber
raising a fight with the Assembly, in which
we would most certainly be worsted. In
fact the honorable member's proposition
asks this House to interfere in a question
of finance in which we have no right to
interfere, inasmuch as we have given up
our rights by assenting to the Supply Bill,
under which payments are being made this
very day. But there is another and a greater
point to be considered in connexion with this
matter, and I would ask honorable members, before following Dr. Hearn in the
proposition he has submitted, to pause and
consider where they are going. vVe are
asked to tell the Governor that he has acted
unconstitutionally. 'Ve are requested to
go to one of the greatest constitutional
authorities that has ever been in charge of
a colonial government, and to tell him that
he does not know his business. I, for one,
am not prepared to put myself up as a
censurer of His Excellcncy's law on this
point, and I have yet to learn that the prerogative of the Crown to dissolve Parliament
is curtailed in any way by any Act of Parliament wherein it is not expressly cut down
and curtailed in so many words. Is it to
be said that Her Majesty cannot dissolve
Parliament at any moment she pleases or
that her representative in this . colony cannot do likewise? Is it contended that Parliament might wilfully delay and prevent
Her Majesty in England or her representative here from dissolving Parliament simply
by saying "We will not pass the Appropriation Act" ? It seems to me that we
are really asked to take up an absurd position. Weare asked to attack the prerogative
of the Crown. These are some of the points
which occur to me on the spur of the
llloment-I was, as I have already said,
quite unprepared for this debate-and I
really think that we would be acting disloyally if ~ye challenged Her Majesty's right
to dissolve Parliament whenever she chooses.
We would make oursel ves ridiculous by
H on. F. S. Dobson.
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asserting that our mere abstaining from·
passing the Appropriation Act is to stop a
dissolution. Say His Excellency signifies
his intention of dissolving Parliament on a
certain day which we are all maue aware of.
The Appropriation Act, we know, is usually
the last Act of the session. His Excellency
is waiting in the President's room for the
third reading of tllC Bill; a debate is got
up, and we say "'Ve won't pass the Bill."
Are we to tell His Excellency-" You may
go back to Government House.; you cannot
dissolve Parliament; we have stopped the
Royal prerogative you are here to administer,
because we do not choose to pass the Appropriation Bill"? Are honorable members
willing to take up such a position as that?
Are they going to present fin address to His
Excellency to-morrow, containing such arrant nonsense? I certainly would not be
present on such an occasion. I would feel
it necessary to abstain from making myself
a party to what I believe to be utterly wrong
in constitutional law, although I ~pcak with
all deference to the admitted knowledge of
Dr. Hearn.
Dr. HEARN.-I never said or thought
that any legal restraint was put upon the
power of the Crown to dissolve.
Dr. DOBSON.-I am very glad to hear
the honorable member's statement, although
it seems to me that that was the main point
on which he relied-that it was almost illegal to dissolve without an Appropriation
Act. As I have already said, the existence
of the precedents which have been admitted
is a sufficient justification of the course which
was taken on this occasion, and I further
contend that this House has already been a
party to these particular votes. In fact, if
this House had not been a party to them,
the Audit Commissioners could not certify
that the money was available. I ask honO1'able members what earthly advantage is to
be gained by passing this amendment? The
irregularity referred to by Sir Erskine May
in the passage I have read is one of which
the House of Commons only hns to complain
-not the House of Lords, which has nothing
to do with the matter. If the House of
Commons, or the Legislative Assembly here,
chooses to take a step which necessitates it
doing over again work which it had already
doneina previous session, that is its own lookout, and not a matter affecting the Upper
Chamber which has the Exchequer Bills or
Supply Bills which it has agreed to as its
security. In the absence of any records of
the House of Lords showing that that
Chamber has ever taken such a course as is
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now proposed, I think it would be establishing a dangerous precedent for us to adopt
the amendment submitted, and I would
llfirdly have fancied that the honorable
membeL' (Dr. Hearn) would ask this House
blindly to establish a new precedent without
warning honorable members that they would
be doing so. If this House objected to the
payment of moneys under a Supply Bill it
was competent for it to reject the Bill, but,
the Supply Bill having been passed by both
Ohambers and having recei ved Her Ma jesty's
assent, how can we now say that there is no
money legally available under that measure
for the payment of the varions services
or the Goyernment ? For all these reasons,
I trust honorable members will pause before
bring led away by the eloquence and erudition of the honorable member.
The Hon. R. S. ANDERSON.-Mr.
President, it is trne that Dr. Hearn in proposing lis amendment rererred to a number
of English cases, but he accompanied the
references with the statement that in each
instance money was available under Appropriation Acts then in force. That is a totally
different state of affairs from that which
exists in the present instance. There is no
Appropriation Act whatever in force in this
colony at the present time. On the three
different occasions in England to which
])1'. Hearn referred, money was available
to the Imperial Goyernment under Appro;.
pl'iation Acts passed by both Houses of
Parliament, and there was therefore no jnstification or reason why the House of Lords
should interrere against the expenditme of
money which it had itself sanctioned, and
which was rendered legally available. Oonsequently a precedent could not have been
set on any of those three occasions. The
Goyernor's nUllIe has, I regret to say, been
brought into this debate, and we have been
told that the adoption of Dr. Hearn's
amendment will be a vote of censure on tbe
Governor. I maintain, however, that it
cannot be so considered. This House is
not to be debarred, as a branch of the
Legislatnre, froLll taking such action as it
may deem necessary in public matters simply
because at a certain point the Goyernor Lllay
have taken action about which we do not
attclupt to say anything. vVe bring no
charge against the Goyernor. I would point
out that, in his memorandum accepting the
request or tbe Goyernment for a dissolution
of the Legislative Assembly, the Goyernor
expresses himself as being induced to grant
the dissolution simply on the ground that
his Ministers had advised it, and that up to
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that time they ha.d had the confidence of
the Assembly, and lmd neyer been beaten,
and that he was therefore bound to take
their advice. It was not a case in whicb, the·
Goyernment having been beaten on a noconfidence motion, the Goyernor was left
free to exercise his own judgment. He was
ad vised by Ministers who, so far as he could
tell, still continned to enjoy the confidence of
the Assembly, a.nd therefore his action was
not the action of a bmnch of the Legislature
free and following its own discretion. 'Vehayo
been told by the Solicitor-General that this
House hus given its sanction to a Supply
Bill, and that therefore the moneys that are
now being paid under it a.re legally a.vailable.
Does the Solicitor-General assert
that t.he Supply Bills passed last session
are in force still? Does he not know yery
well that such Bills end wit.h the s8ssionthat they are passed by this House in anticipation of the Appropriation Dill? Thero
is an implied contraet wheneyer Supply
Bills are passed that there shall be an Appropriation Bill passed before the end or
the session in order to give them continuous Yalidity, because everyone acquainted with constitutional law knows that
a Supply Bill ceases to have force when the
session ends. Aware that such was the case,
I took the trouble to inquire how it comes
that moneys are being paid, as the SolicitorGeneral says, this very day, under a Supply
Bill passed last session. What. I ha"e been
told is-and the Solicitor-General ca.n correct me if I am wrong-that previous to the
dissolution the money was drawn in a lump
sum, under the Governor's warrant, at the
instance of Ministers, out of the public
account, and pla.ced in separate accounts out
of the control of the Amlit Commissioners
[md under the control of tho Ministers of
the various departments. The danger to
which the h0110rable member (Dr. Hearn)
drew particular attention had reference to
this yery point-namely, that in the hands
of an unscrupulous Ministry this course
might be pursued at some future time, and
moneys ·which were intended for certain
purposes might be drawn under legal process and subsequently applied to other
purposes. That is a state of things which
should not be permitted to exist, and this
House ought certainly to express its opinion
that such a practice should not be allowed
to prevail. Another point raised by the
Solicitor-General is that there is a precedent
in the Imperial Parliament for this course,
and tllat we are bound by the practice of the
Imperial Parliament. But I would call
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attention to the fact that the precedent upon
which the Solicitor-General relies was not
the action of the Imperial Parliament, but of
the Ministry of the day, and therefore we
are not bound by it. How are we bound by
the action of Ministers which may perhaps
have been unconstitutional? There is no
doubt that the practice is an irregular one,
and should not be permitted to pass without
our expressing our opinion of it. For these
reasons I shall support the amendment.
The Hon. N. FITZGERALD.-Sir, I
quite concur in the remarks which have
fallen from Mr. Anderson. I think it is the
duty of this House to clearly express its
opinion on the matter, if only for the purpose of removing the doubt which the
Solicitor-General's statement, which I heard
with the greatest regret, might give rise to
-namely, that, having passed Supply Bills,
this House has nothing to say regarding no
Appropriation Bill having been offered to it
before the last session closed. I do not
think there is a" member of this House who
will not agree that we pass Supply Bills on
no other grounds than simply for the convenience of the Government and the public
service, and under an implied promise and
in the full confidence that at a future stage
of the session an Appropriation Bill embracing the whole of those Supplies will be
offered for our acceptance. On no other
ground could it be tolerated that Supply
Bills should be passed and the control of the
public money be practically removed from
the checks which the wisdom of Parliament
has rendered necessary before it can be made
available and placed in the hands of Ministers. The Solicitor-General talks about
parliamentary precedent, but if he is right
it is of the utmost importance that we should
Bet a precedent in this case which will be
useful for all time, because, according to the
honorable member's own showing, if there
is a parliamentary precedent in existence
the Government of the day are justified in
following it and in offering it as their
defence. A precedent would certainly be
set if this House were silent on the present occasion, and it is in order to prevent
such a danger that we are called upon to
take action. Nevertheless, I trust that, if
the amendment is carried, the committee
will, in framing the address in reply to
the Governor's speech, carefully avoid, as
I am sure they will, as fal' as they possibly can, saying anything which could
give the slightest offehce to His Ex ..
ceUency, or be in the smallest degree
derogatory of the high position which he
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holds. As Mr. Anderson has correctlysaid,
the Governor in this case acted on the
advice of his Ministers, those Ministers at
the time enjoying, as far as he could know,
the full confidence of Parliament. The
Solicitor-General assumes the responsibility
of re-affirming the accuracy of the position
taken up by Ministers-namely, that no
Appropriation Bill is necessary, and that if
Supply Bills have been passed Parliament
cannot say they have been jockeyed, as
it were, out of an Appropriation Bill by
the fact of the session being prematurely
closed. But if the honorable membeL' had
referred to precedents in this colony hew-ould
have found that although there have been
two or three instances in the history of the
colony, in times of great public excitement,
in which dissolutions have occurred without
the passage of an Appropriation Bill, the
Government of the day carefully abstained
in each instance from touching or drawing
one penny of the public money in the
interval between the Parliaments. 'Ve are
told, however, that because before tho day
of the dissolution the moneys granted under
the Supply Bill were removed from tho
public account and placed to the individual
accounts of the various Ministerial departments, the money was thus rendered legally
available for expenditure after the dissolution. No doubt an opportunity will arise
of determining the accuracy or inaccuracy
of Dr. Hearn's argument, and the country
will see whether the Audit Commissioners
do not remonstrate against the advantage
which was taken of their warrants to apply
the money voted under the Supply Bill in a
way not contemplated by the law. I am
sure that every member of the House will
acquit the Government of any intention of
applying one penny of the money to any
other than purposes of which everyone
would approve, but Dr. Hearn carefully
abstained from pressing his arguments in
any way uncomplimentary to the Government. The object of the amendment is
simply to prevent a precedent from being
established which may perhaps be used to a
dangerolls extent at some future period,
and, such being the case, I think this House
would be acting very unwisely if it did not
record its opinion on the subject, in order
to prevent a session closing ever again without Parliament, and this House as a branch
of it, having a voice in the appropriation
of the moneys which had been voted in
the full faith that an Appropriation Bill
would be submitted before the close of the
session.
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The Hon. F. T. SARGOOD.-Mr. President, when the late dissolution was announced it occurred, I am sure, to not a few
that both Houses of Parliament were placed
in an extraordinary position in consequence
of the usual Appropriation Bill not having
been passed, and I feel that the thanks of
this House are due to Dr. Hearn for having
brought so important a matter under its
notice at this early stage. It either is 01' is
not necessary that an Appropriation Act
should be passed. In this case what was
the course' taken in connexion with the
finances of t.he country? In theory the
Treasurer of the day is supposed to prepare
his Estimates, to submit them to another
Chamber, and to get them passed forthwith
and included in an Appropriation Bill. That,
however, is impossible in practice, and, consequently, Supply Bills are passed from time
to time by both Houses for such amounts
as the Treasurer finds necessary for the time
being. Supply Bills, however, are passed
on the tacit understanding that tlley are to
be followed by an Appropriation Bill embracing those Supply Bills. Upon a Supply
Bill becoming law, what does the Treasurer
do ? He makes an estimate of the amount
of money he will require for a month in advance, and thereupon signs a certain form
laid down in the Audit Act and addressed
to the Audit Commissioners. The Audit
Commissioners, after consulting the Supply
Bill to ascertain whether the amount
required has been provided, endorse the
Treasurer's application, and the document
then goes before the Governor, whose signature renders the money available. I
grant that so far as the Government are
concerned they fully carried out this procedure, and, before the date of the dissolution, all the necessary forms were gone
through strictly in accordance with the law,
and no doubt all the money that was paid
up to that date was correctly expended. But
then arises the point whether a dissolution
does not anllul and render void a Supply
Bill? I think there is the highest constitutional authority for maintaining that a
dissolution has that effect. Apparently the
Ministry must themselves have seen the
difficulty, and hence, instead of allowing
things to take their ordinary course, they
obtained a large advance of money, and at
once placed it to the accounts of the various
departments. The Ministry acted under
the impression that, inasmuch as the money
included in the Supply Bill had been drawn
out of the public account strictly in accordance with the law, therefore the proceeds
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of the Bill were available even after the
dissolution. That appears to me, as far as
I have been able to read up the Constitution Act and tJle Audit Act, to be a violation
not only of the spirit, but even of the wording
of both Acts. Moreover, a most important
point arises in connexion with the matter,
because, if the Government were right, it
necessarily follows that an Appropriation
Act is really a nonentity, and utterly useless.
The Solicitor-General really seems to take
up the position that, inasmuch as we have
agreed to Supply Bills, therefore we have in
effect pa.ssed Appropriation Bills. But I
think that on calmer consideration the honOI'able member will hardly be prepared to
maintain such a position. He also argues,
I think rather unwisely, that because in
clays gone by dissolutions have occurred in
the old country without Appropriation Bills
having been passed, we may accept that as
a precedent and follow the same plan here.
But, apart from the old saying that "two
wrongs will not make a right," I think he
will find that in everyone of the three
instances which have been referred to, immediately the new House of Commons met,
the course of dissolving without passing an
Appropriation Bill was condemned severely.
Something more than an "irregularity"almost an illegality-was insisted upon as
having taken place. When, as was done
in the present case, the money is handed
to the paymasters of the various departments, Parliament practically loses all control over it, and neither is there any possibility
of the Audit Commissioners stepping in.
The only person having any power to see
that the effect of the dissolution is carried
out is the Treasurer of the day, and apparently in this instance the Treasurer
omitted to do so. No doubt he acted uncler
a misapprehension, as I am quite sure the
House will acquit him of any intentional
wrong-doing. Nevertheless, I cannot help
thinking that a very serious mistake, from
a constitutional point of view, has been
made, and this House is perfectly justified'
in taking cognizance of the matter, and,
while not censuring the Government, and
still less the Governor, laying it down as
its opinion that the effect of a dissolution is
to cancel all Supply Bills. For these reasons I will certainly support the amendment
of Dr. Hearn.
The Hon. J. LORIMER.-Sir, I feel
in a very great difficulty on the present occasion. It seems to me that a very illlpOI·tant question has been raised at n time
which is scarcely opportune, and honorable
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members are called upon to pronounce on a been passed. Then it must also be rememvery grave point without having had suffi- bered that the Governor need not accept the
cient time to read up the authorities on the advice of his Ministers unless he likes. As
subject. I think all honorable members a matter of fact, a Governor does not always
must feel that the practice of dissolving accept the advice of his Ministers. ThereParliament without the passing of an Ap- fore, His Excellency having accepted the
propriation Act-because, unfortunately, it advice of his Ministers in this caso, how can
has become a practice, for this is not a soli- honorable members get over the feeling that
tary case of the kind~is a most irregular one, the amendment is not an implied censure
and should, in some way or other, be put a on the Governor also? I must say that I
stop to if possible. Supply nills are only feel that very strongly, and that is the one
passed for a temporary purpose, it being point in the whole thing which I am anxious
expected that the votes will afterwards be in- to avoid. I think that, having in this decluded in an Appropriation Bill.- It. is per- bate pronounced our views of the irregularity
fectly true that there is a tacit understanding which has been committed, if it were underto that effect, but, unfortunately; the phrase- stood that the matter is not to be dropped,
ology of the Bill does not bear that out. I but is to be followed up in some other way
alll not prcpared to say that a Supply Bill, which will afford the House an opportunity
after a dissolution, ceases to be an Act of of giving a more emphatic expression of its
Parliament.
opinion on the subject, it would be well if
Dr. HEARN.-It. is heM so by the Dr. Hearn withdrew his amendment and
Supreme Court.
allowed honorable members time to consider
Mr. LORIMER. - I admit that Dr. what further action should be taken. I fully
Hearn is the greatest authority in the concur in the opinion that the question is
House on a matter of this kind, and I do altogether too important to be dropped or
not think I could vote against him on such overlooked-on thecontrary,I thillk it should
a question. But the Solicitor-General has be fully and exhaustiyely gone into-but I
given another version of the case. It seems cannot help feeling that it is premature to
to me that the whole thing would be settled ask honorable members to come to a decision
in a day or two by our knowing what the upon it before they are quite prepared to
Audit Commissioners are doing. It is their do so.
duty to interpret the Act of Parliament,
The Hon. J. CAMPTIELL.-I desire to
and I would like to have an opportunity of say that I-and I speak on behalf of one or
ascertaining what their view of the matter two other young members - thoroughly
is before being asked to vote on the ques- approve of the suggestion which has been
tion. It seems to me that matters of this made by Mr. Lorimer. For us to proceed
kind should be gone into with more delibera- to vote on such an important question with
tion, and I would have preferred that Dr. our present want of knowledge would be
Hearn should haye given notice of motion incurring a very graye responsibility, from
for a committee to inquire into the whole which, I confess, I very greatly shrink. I
question of these irregularities and depar- also feel some sympathy with the Solicitortnres from the usual constitutional practice. General in haying had to reply on the spur
The committee would bring up a report, and of the moment to so well-prepared an adthen the Honse would haye an opportunity dress as that of Dr. Hearn. I think it
of recording its opinion once and for ever would be more fair if the honorable member
on the irregularity of the practice. I would were allowed more time to consider the
strongly advise Dr. Hearn to withdraw his matter, and to give us the full benefit of his
proposition, so that the qn(l~tion may be views. My own opinions are thoroughly in
considered with more deliberation. Al- accord with those of Dr. Hearn, and I feel
though all feeling of hostility has been that great light has been thrown on the
disclaimed, no doubt truthfully, by the matter by the remarks or Mr. Anderson.
mover of the amendment, still it is im- . I think, however, that the suggestion of
possible to get over the impression that any Mr. Lorimer for the postponement of the
amendment on the address in reply which question and its reference to a select comexpresses regret at a certain course of ac- mittee would be the wisest course to adopt,
tion having been pursued must necessarily so that honorable members may have an
be regarded as expressing some cOllclenllla- opportunity of fully considering the subject.
tion of, at all events, the Government in There is no doubt that there is an implied
advising His Excellency to dissolve Parlia- censure on both the Government and the
ment without the Appropriation Act having Governor in the amendment, and for us to
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pass such a censure would be a very grave desire time to consider it ; and I am, therematter. I sincerely hope that some means . fore, quite willing to adopt any course
will be found of postponing the question which may commend itself to the House.
until honorable members are able to vote
Mr~ ANDERSON.-Adjourn thedebate.
Dr. HEARN.-I was about to suggest
upon it with their eyes wide open.
The Hon, C. J. HAM.-I think the that the best course will be to adjourn the
House is deeply indebted to Dr. Hearn for debate; which will giyc an opportunity next
having brought this extremely important week to discuss the subject. I do not see
matter under its consideration. I believe that it is necessary, under present circumalso tllat honorable members must have been stances, to appoint a select committee to
taken by surprise by the statement of Mr. consider the question. The expediency of
Anderson that vast sums of money passed doing so may arise when the Audit Commis:in a Supply Bill have been withdrawn from sioners present their annual report, but I
the public account and the control of the do not know when that will be.
Mr. ANDERSON.-Not for four or
Am.lit Commissioners, and placed to the
separate accounts of the various Ministers :file months.
Dr. HEARN.-The whole mattcr in
as heads of their respective departments. If
this has been done, I imagine that such a dispute is-'Vhat is the operation of a
course is without precedent, and therefore Supply Bill? Does it, or docs it not, terthe matter is one of the utmost importance minate with the prorogation of Parliament?
for us to consider. At the same time, as a I believe it will not be seriously denied by
young member, I thoroughly agree with the Solicitor-General that the operation of
Mr. Lorimer that it would be placing us in a Supply Bill does terminate with the proroa rather unfair position to ask us to come gation of Parliament; Lut, if further tillle
to a decision immediately on perhaps one is desired to consider the question, I haV'e
of the most important questions that are not the slightest objection to an adjournlikely to engage the attention of the House ment of the debate.
for a considerable time. I feel that I would
Dr. DOBSON.-I wish to point out that it
be very reluctant to place myself, eyen by is most unusual to delay the address in reply
implication, in the position of appearing to to the Govel'l1or's speech unless it is to be
reflect upon the gentleman who represents attacked in a hostile manner. Dr. Hearn has
Her Majesty in this colony-a gentleman been good enough to say that his amendment
who is understood to be a high authority has no such meaning, and I would therefore
upon all constitutional matters, and who suggest that some honorable member should
has obtained the respect and esteem of all move the previous question, and the matter
classes or this community as one of the referred to in the amendment may then be
most able Governors the colony has ever re-introduced at a future time. i have no
had. As a young member of this House desire to shirk discussion on the point raised
I would also feel very reluctant, on so early in the amendment-it is a question of very
an occasion, to enter into any conflict with grave importance and one which the House
another branch of the Legislature; but at ought to debate most fully-but I would much
the same time I feel that it would be my rather that the ordinary course wus adopted
duty, whatever might be the consequences, with regard to the address in reply to the
to be loyal to the Constitution, and to take Governor's speech. The subject of the amenda perfectly constitutional course. Inasmuch, ment can be discussed after the adllress is
however, as we have two honorable members adopted, either by bringing forward a sublearned in the law-the Solicitor-General stantive motion, or by acting on the suggesand Dr. Hearn-differing upon the inter- tion of Mr. Lorimer to appoint a select
pretation of the law on tllis question, I committee to investigate the matter and
think it would be hardly fair if lay members report to the House thereon. That would
were called upon, on the spur of the moment, be a much better and more business-like way
to give a yote on either side. For these of dealing with the subject than by interferreasons, I trust that the suggestion of Mr. ing with the address in reply to the GoverLorimer will commcnd itself to the House.
nor's speech. I shall therefore be glad. if
Dr. HEARN.-Sir, I have not the some honorable member will move the preslightest desire to hurry the House into any vious question.
premature decision on the subject. I can
ThePRESIDENT.-Itis not competent
appreciate the feeling of thc younger mem- for an honorable member to move the prebers of the House. They may ha\'o been vious question, as there is already an amendtaken by surprise on such a matter, and may ment before the chair.
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Mr. FITZGERALD. - Perhaps Dr.
Hearn will withdraw his amendment, and
give notice of motion on the subject.
Dr, HEARN.-Some honorable members
appear to have scruples about voting for the
amendment, partly from want of opportunity
of fully considering it and partly from the
possibility that its adoption might be supposed to imply that this House desired to
express an opinion hostile to the Ministry
or to His Excellency the Governor. Under
these circumstances, I think that I shall
best consult the wishes of honorable members by withdrawing the proposition for the
present. I hope that what has been said will
attract the attention of honorable members
and the public more fully to the subject;
and probably on a subsequent occasion-not
immediately, but as soon as I have a proper
opportunity-I shall move for a committee
to inquire into the practice of making payments under the authority or Supply Bills.
The amendment was then withdrawn, and
the motion for the appointment of a committee to prepare an address in reply to the
Governor's speech was agreed to.
The following were appointed the members
of the committee :-The Honorables R. S.
Anderson, VV. E. Hearn, F. T. Sargood,
G. F. Belcher, O. J. Ham, J. Oampbell,
F. S. Dobson, N. Thornley, and H. H.
Wettenhall.
The committee retired, ~nd were absent
some time. On their return, they brought up
the following report : " To His Excellency the Most Honorable George
Augustus Constantine, Marquis of Normanby, Earl of Mulgrave, Viscount Normanby, and Baron Mulgrave of Mulgrave,
all in the county of York, in the Peerage of
the United I\:ingdom; and Baron Mulgrave
of New Ross, in the county of Wexford, in
the Peerage of Ireland; a Member of Her
Majesty's Most Honorable Privy Council ;
I{night Grand Cross of the Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and Saint
George; Governor and Commander-in-Chief
in and over the Colony of Victori!t and its
Dependencies, &c., &c., &c.
"May it please Your Excellency" We, Her Most Gracious Majesty's most
dutiful and loyal subjects, tbe members of the
Legislative Council of Victoria, in Parliament
assembled, desire to approach Your Excellency with renewed expressions of our loyalty
and attachment to Her Majesty's throne and
person.
"We concur with Your Excellency that the
requisite provision for the public service of this
year remains still to be made. We than k Your
.Excellency for informing us that it is not necessary to call our attention to the variety of caus:es
which have hrought about this delay, but that,
in view of this pressing circumstance, Your Excellency has felt it your duty to summ0n Parliament together for the despatch of public business
as soon as possible after the elections have taken
place.
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"We thank Your Excellency for informing us
that it is deemed by your advisers desirable that
this session of Parliament should be principally
occupied in making due provision forthe services
of the year, thus enabling Ministers, after a brief
recess, to meet Parliament., in accordance with
the constitutional practice, at the proper time
for the introduction of the Estimates for the
ensuing financial year, when the numerous and
importa.nt measures which they brought before
the late Parliament will he introduced. We also
thank Your Excellency for informing us that in
auch second sessioll t which might thus reasonably
commence after Easter, the Amending Land
Bill, the Railway Construction Bill, and the
Amending Water Conservation Bill would be
pressed forward for our early consideration.
" We agree with Your Excellency that the
continuation of expiring laws, including the
Drawbacks Act and the Act to reimburse mem~
bers of the Legislative Assembly their expenses
in relation to their attendance in Parliament,
will also be a mat.ter of urgency to be considered
during this session.
" We express our pleasure that the prosperity
which the colony has for some time past enjoyed
happily continues to exist; that the construction
of the great public works of the colony has been
vigorously pushed on; and that labour has been
fuily employe~~yand capital has been earning
good returns. we concur with Your Excellency
that it is to be hoped that this happy state of
things may continue, and we trust that under
the blessing of Divine Providence our counsels
may be guided to the advancement ofthe public
welfare."

On the motion of Mr. vVETTENHALL,
the address was adopted, and it was resolved
that it should be presented to the Gov;ernor,
in snch manner as His Excellency might
be pleased to receive it.
OHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES.
The Hon. F. S. DOBSON moved that
the Hon. O. J. Jenner be Ohairman of
Oommittees for the present session. He
said that he had great pleasure in proposing
the motion, as Mr. ,Jenner had long and
ably filled the post of Chairman of Committees to the general satisfaction of all the
members of the Council.
The Hon. R. S. ANDERSON,in seconding the motion, remarked that the assiduous
attention which Mr. Jenner had given to
the duties of Ohairman of Oommittees for
many years, and the efficient manner in
which he had filled the position, would justify honorable members in again appointing
him to the office.
The motion was agreed to.
The Hon. O. J. JENNER said he desired
to thank honorable members for the honour
conferred upon him, and for the kind expressions of confidence in his qualifications
for the position of Ohairman of Oommittees.
It would give him pleasure t.o endeavour to
discharge the duties which would devolve
upon him to the satisfaction of the Conncil 1
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which, he maintained, had always been will.
ing to proceed with the business of the
country. He sincerely hoped that a strong
moderate Government would soon be formed,
and that much practical legislation would be
accomplished during the present session.
The House adjourned at five minutes
past four o'clock, until Tuesday, March 6.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Thursday, Mal'ch 1, 1883.
State Opening of Parliament-Presentation of the Speaker
to the Governor-Swearing of Members-The Elections
for the Wimmera and Moira: Deficiency of Ballot
Papers-Members Sworn-Governor's Messages-Expit'ing Laws Continuation Bill-Address in Reply to the
Governor's Speech: Motion of Want of Confidence in
the Ministry: Adjournment of the Debate-Resignation
of Members: Issue of New Writs.

The SPEAKER took the chair at two o'clock
p.m.
Immediately afterwards, the Usher of the
Legislative Council brought a message from
His Excellency the Governor, requesting
the attendance of honorable members in the
chamber of the Legislative Council.
The members present, headed by the
Speaker, and attended by the Clerk, the
Clerk.Assistant, and the Serjeant-at-Arms,
proceeded to the chamber of the Legislative
Council.
Business was afterwards suspended until
half-past four o'clock, when the Speaker
again took the chair.
.
ELECTION OF SPEAKER.
The SPEAKER said-I have to inform
the Assembly that yesterday I presented
myself to the Governor as the choice of the
House, whereupon His Excellency was
. pleased to address me in the following
terms:"Mr. Speaker,-I ha.ve much pleasure in accepting you as Speaker, and congratulate you
on the high and honorable position to which
the favour of the House Qf Assembly has raised
you for the second time."

SWEARING OF MEMBERS.
The SPEAKER presented his commission from the Governor, empowering him
to swear members who had not already taken
the oath of allegiance.
THE ELECTIONS FOR THE
WIMMERA AND MOIRA.
The SPEAKER laid before the House
a letter from the Governor's private secretary on the subject of the elections for the
SES. 1883.-0
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Wimmera and Moira, and transmitting
communications received from the return..
ing officers for those districts.
The enclosures, which were reall by the
CLERK ..AsSISTANT, were as follows:"Wimmera Electoral District.
"Horsham, Feb. 26, 1883.
"Sir,-In returning writ for the election of
two members to serve in the Legislative Assemblyof Victoria, with the names of the candidates
endorsed thereon, I beg to enclose a telegram
received from Mr. John Wallace, my deputy at
Glenorchy, advising me of the result of the poll
at that place; a.lso that he had closed the poll
and had declined to allow four electors to record
their votes, having no ballot-papers for them.
Mr. Wallace had been supplied with 100 balIotpapers, which were deemed sufficient when the
documents were forwarded tohim,and, he having
closed his poll and given me the result, I had no
alternative but to record the same.
"I have, &c.,
"' GEORGE J ENNING8,

" Returning Officer.
"The Hon. Chief Secretary."
" Electoral District of Moira.
" Benalla, 26th February, 1883.
"The Hon. the Chief Secretary.
"Sir,-Referring to your No. 551 of the 9th
inst., 'transmitting to me the writ of His Excellency the Governor for the election of two
members to serve in the Legislative Assembly
for this district, I have the honour to announce
that the said election has, after poll taken on
22nd inst., resulted in the return of Mr. George
Wilson Hall and Mr. Henry Bolton, and I beg
herewith to return the said writ duly endorsed
thereon with the names of these gentlemen. In
connexion with the polling, I have to report that
at the Mundoona and Numurkah polling places
the ballot-papers supplied by me proved insufficient for the requirements of those places, and
that the deputy returning officers continued
and completed the polling, using at the Mundoona booth written forms of ballot-papers
endorsed by the deputy returning officer, pol i
clerk, and two scrutineers, and at the Numurkah
booth using printed forms similar to those
issued by myself, but of course not initialed by
me. I may state that the circumsta.nces under
which the ballot-papers ran short are more than
extraordinary, as in the case of the Mundoona
booth 25 per cent. of papers in excess of the
number used at a previous election, and in the
case of Numurkah 100 per cent., were supplied.
The delay in returning the writ has arisen from
the carelessness of the deputy returning Officer
at Cornish Town (a place in daily communication with the railway), who mislaid the official
return of the votes polled, and was under the
impression that he had complied with the instructions and posted it. I desire to ask that
such steps as may be necessary to validate the
proceedings of the deputy returning officers at
Mundoona and Numurkah, in reference to the
informal ballot-papers, may be taken forthwith.
, I have, &c.,
"JNO. NICHOLSON.

" Returning Officer."

Mr. GRANT observed that in neither
case did the action of the returning officer
affect the election in any way.
Mr. ZOX remarked that, although the
Chief Secretary's statement might be correct, it was cleal' that there h~cl been ft.
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great amount of neglect on the part of some
one. In view of the fact that, at the recent
general election, several members were returned by very narrow majorities-so narrow indeed that in one insta.nce a member
secured his seat only by the casting vote of
the returning officer-it was most important
that at every polling place there should be
an adequate supply of ballot-papers. Although experience showed that no more than
70 per cent. of the electors of any district
went to poll, there should alwnys be enough
ballot-papers available to enable every man
on the roll to record his vote. If he were
acting as a returning officer, and the supply
of ballot-papers failed, he would consider it
his duty to write out ballot-papers in the
form prescribed by law, so that no one who
was qualified to vote should be precluded
from doing so.
Mr. GRANT stated that no blame in connexion with this matter attached to the
Government. He had no doubt that the observations of the honorable memberfor East
Melbourne (Mr. Zox) would be read by the
various returning officers with the effect of
preventing anything of the kind now complained of occurring in the future.
MEMBER:S SvVORN.
The following members presented themselves at the table, and took the oath of
allegiance : NAME.

G. W. Hall
Henry Bolton
Thompson Moore
Oharles Yeo
Albert Harris

ELECTED FOR

} Moira
} Mandurang
..• North Gippsland

GOVERNOR'S MESSAGES.

1\11'. GUANT presented a message from
His Excellency the Governor, recommending
an appropriation for the purposes of a Bill
to apply temporarily out of the consolidated
revenue or out of the Railway Loan Account
1878 certain sums of money towards the
completion of certain public works; also a
message recommending an appropriation for
the purposes of a Bill to continue various
expiring laws.
The messages were ordered to be taken
into consideration on Tuesday, March G.
EXPIRING LA \VS CONTINUATION
DILL.
Mr. GRANT, without notice, moved for
leave to introduce a Bill to continue various
expirins- laws,

Addre8s in "Reply.

Mr. C. YOUNG seconded the motion,
which was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.

ADDRESS IN REPLY TO THE
GOVERNOR'S SPEEOH.
The SPEAKER reported that, pursuant to the Governor's summons, the
members of the Assembly attended in the
chamber of the Legislative Oouncil that
afternoon, when His Excellency delivered
his speech on opening the session,
The speech having been read,
Mr. MOORE sa.id--Sir, I rise to move
the presentation of an address in reply to
the speech delivered by His Excellency the
Governor to Parliament this afternoon. In
submitting this motion, I desire, in the
first place, to express my great pleasure at
seeing you, sir, occupy the position of
Speaker of "the House. I am quite sure
that every honorable member concurs with
me when I venture on the assurance, derived from a knowledge of your kindly and
genial disposition, your business ha bits, and
your acquaintance with parliamentary procedure, that you will fulfil the onerous
duties devolving upon you to the satisfaction of both sides of the House. The task
which I have now to discharge I }lave
undertaken chiefly becanse I personally
entertain a friendly disposition towards
members of the present Government. A
similar feeling is entertained by the electors
I have the honour to represent, and for the
reason that the Government have endeavoured to do some good to the country districts of the colony.
I can assure the
House that to the various meetings which I
addressed during the recent contest for
Mandurang no avowal which I made was
more acceptable than that of my intention
to give an independent support to the gentlemen who now occupy the Treasury bench.
The reason is not difficult to find. It is to
the present Government that my district is
indebted for the small instalment of water
conservation works it already possesses. I
need not dwell upon the importance to tho
arid districts of the colony-to regions like
the northern areas-of an adequate supply
of water; and I sincerely hope that whether
the future career of the Ministry be long or
short, whether they continue in office or
whether they have to make way for others,
the subject of water conservation will receive the earnest and early attention of tl1is
Parliament. The leading points of the
Governor's speech are the necessity for
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making the requisite provision for the public
service for the remainder of the current
financial year, and for passing a Temporary
Advances Bill to facilitate the completion
of public works already sanctioned by the
Legislature. But honorable members must
admit that the speech speaks for itself; and
therefore I will conclude by moving-

l.J

in the Mz·nistl'Y.

19

Mr. J. J. MADDEN.-Mr. Speaker, I
rise to second the motion or the honorable
memberfor Mandurang (Mr. Moore). I do
so with very great pleasure because of results
-and people in the country districts are prone
to look to results-which have comeundermy
own notice. During the period the present
Ministry have been in office·-whether it is
due to the action of the Ministry or not, I
do not say-in the part or the colony in
which I am interested a considerable amount
of prosperity has prevailed, a much greater
amount indeed than was experienced in previous years. I submit that, if there is nothing
else to be placed to their credit, that alone
entitles the Ministry to our recognition, and
to a certain amount of support. My presence
here is a proof that the majority or my constituents are that way of thinking. Not
only has there been an era of prosperity coincident with the existence of the 0' Loghlen
Ministry, but peace and progress have prevailed as well. It is a matter for great
congratulation that the public finances are
in an exceedingly prosperous condition; and
I sincerely trust that the prosperity will be
permanent. The Governor's speech invites
the attention of Parliament to several important Bills; and I hope that those measures will be considered in the light of the
good which they will confer upon the country
-that they will be dealt with in the spirit
of making the welfare of the State paramount
to all party and personal interests.
Mr. SERVIOE.-Mr. Speaker, I desire
to move, as an amendment, that all the words
in the motion after" Sovereign" (line 4) be
omitted with the view of inserting the following words:-

"That this House do now resol ve that a respectful address be presented to His Excellency the
Governor, expressive of our loyalty to our Most
Gracious Sovereign. Concurring with His Excelle.ncy that t!le requisite p~ovjsion forthe public
serViCe of thiS year remams still to be made.
:rh!l-nking His Excellency for informing us that
It IS not necessary to call our attention to the
variety of causes which have brought about this
delay, but that, in view of this pressing circumstance, he has felt it his duty to summon Parliament together for the despatch of public business as soon as possible after the elections have
take~ place. Thanking His ]~xcellency for informmg us that the Estimates of Expenditure for
the year will be laid before us at once and concurring with His Excellency that i't will be
imperative at the earliest possible period to
make adequate provision for the public service.
Assuring His Excellency that these Estimates
will receive our immediate and careful consideration. Thanking His Excellency for informing us that it will also be necessary to lay
before usa Temporary Advances Bill to authorize
the Treasurer to make further advances towards
carrying on the public works already sanctioned
by the Legislature. Expressing our pleasure
that .Bis Excellency is enabled with much gratificatIOn to congratulate us on the satisfactory
condition of the public finances, and that the
revenue, as shown by the published returns, has
b~en steadily increaSing, and has, during the first
eight months of the present financial year, exceeded the proportionate part of the estimates
of revenue laid before the late Parliament.
:l'h.anking His Excellency for informing us that
It IS deemed. by his advisers desirable that this
session of Parliament should be principally
occupiedin making due provision for the services
of this year, thus enabling Ministers, after a
brief recess, to meet Parliament, in accordance
with the constitutional practice, at the proper
time for the introduction of the Estimates for
"And respectfully informing His Excellency
the ensuing financial year, when the numerous
that his advisers do not possess the confidence
and important measures which they brought of
Parliament."
before the late Parliament will be introduced;
I do not intend to make any remarks in
and also thanking His Excellency for informing
us that in such second session, which might support of this amendment. The time is
thus reasonably commence after Easter, the
not opportune. It is not at all necessary
Amending Land Bill, the Railway Construction
that this House should address itself I\OW to
Bill, and the Amending Water Conservation
Bill would be pressed forward for our early
the task of bringing an indictment against
consideration. Agreeing with Bis Excellcncy
Her Majesty's Ministers. Had a proposithat the continuation of expiring laws, including the Drawbacks Act and the Act to
tion of the kind been brought forward during
reimburse members of the Legislative Assembly the currency of the la-te Parliament, it would
their expenses in relation to their attendance in
have been the duty of the person proposing
Parliament, will also be a matter of urgency to
be considered during this session. Expressing it to prefer a distinct indictment against
our pleasure that the prosperity which the colony
Ministers, and to support that indictment
has for some time past enjoyed happily continues
to exist; that the construction of the great public by all the facts and arguments which could
works of the colony has been vigorously pushed
be adduced. But the Ministry did not
on; and that labour has been fully employed
submit themselves to Parliament. They
and capital has been earning good returns.
chose to appeal to the country. They made
Concurring with His Excellency that it is hoped
that this happy state of things may continue, their appeal, and the country have sent back
and expressing our trust that under the blessing
of Divine Providence our counsels may be guided this Parliament to tell the Governmentwbat
to the advancement of the public welfare."
its answel· to that appeal is. Under these
G
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circumstances, no word is necessary on our debate as the usual and constitutional course
part in support of this amendment. The to be taken under the circumstances.
Mr. SERVIOE.-Mr. Speaker, I am
country having expressed itself so distinctly
and emphatically at the general election, all sure that nobody on this (the opposition)
that we have to do is to give force to the side of the House desires to do anything
country's decision. And therefore, both for which would inconvenience the Governthat reason, and with the desire, at the ment; but the honorable gentleman who
beginning of a new Parliament, to show an submits the proposal for adjournment speaks
example or avoiding every form of circum- of an adjournment under such circumlocution and attempt at spinning out words stances as a matter of course-as the comfor no earthly purpose, I beg simply to move mon course to be taken. I think the honorable gentleman has failed to show that it
the amendment which I have just read.
Mr. BERRY.-Mr. Speaker, I rise to is the common course.
Mr. GRANT.-I say it is the constitusecond the amendment; and, in doing so, I
beg leave to say I thoroughly concur with tional course.
Mr. SERVICE.-We, on this side of
the honorable member for Castlemaine (Mr.
Service) that it would be worse than useless the House, are not prepared to accept that
to debate the question as to whether the Go- dictum; and the honorable gentleman has
vernment have the confidence of Parliament failed to assign any reason for its acceptance.
or not. The country has emphatically given If the honorable gentleman will tell us with
a reply to that question, put by the Ministry what object he desires an adjournment, I
themselves when they advised a dissolution. will not attempt to dissent from it. But
Then again, we are faced by the necessity for inasmuch as we are near the end of the
going on with public business. The Esti- financial year without a line of the Estimates, which at this advanced period of the mates having been considered, and with no
financial year should have been embodied in money available for anything, the honorable
an Appropriation Bill, have not even been gentleman assumes a very large responsiconsidered. That duty was omitted by the bility in proposing the adjournment of the
late Parliament and has to be performed by debate, a responsibility in which the House
this. For these reasons, and having rega.rd generally would sllare if it accepted the proto the uselessness of bringing an indictment posal without some reason being assigned.
when the country has already settled the I invite the Chief Secretary to give the
question, I thoroughly concur with the hon- House a substantial reason why the adorable mover of the amendment as to the journment of the debate should be acceded
desirability of avoiding all debate. I think to. With reference to the remarks of the
it would be quite out of place to initiate any Minister of Railways, if he will look at the
debate, and therefore I content myself with two cases-the case he refers to as reported
giving my cordial assent to the amendment. in Hansard, and the case now before usMr. GRANT.-Mr. Speaker, I think I he will see that they are as different as night
am only following the usual constitutional is from day. They have no relation-no
practice in asking for an adjournment of the analogy-to each other. But I desire, in
debate to the next day of meeting. ("No.") entering upon a new session, to show the
Mr. R. CLARK.-What is the good of most conciliatory disposition-I will say the
most generous disposition - towards the
it?
Mr. GRANT .-1 am only adopting the Government, and I would be pleased if they
course pursued on a former occasion by the would simply give us an excuse for carrying
honorable member who moves the amend- . their proposal.
Mr. R. CLARK.-Give them till Tuesment. Therefore I submit there can be no
possible reason for refusing what I ask. I day.
beg to move that the debate be adjourned.
Mr. GILLIES.-Sir, I hope my honorMr. CAMERON seconded the proposal. able friend (Mr. Service) will accede to the
Mr. BENT.-1 rise to ask whether the request which has been made. I say this
honorable member for Castlemaine (Mr. because I would be sorry if, 'throngh any
Service) consents to the proposal for ad- little difference of opinion, we were to enter,
journment ? I would remind the honorable at this early stage, upon an acrimonious demember that when he was in a Ministry of bate. Personally, I don't desire to say one
which I was a member, and a vote of want unkind word of the Government. I am satisof confidence in that Ministry was proposed fied it will be only creditable to the general
by the honorable member for Geelong (Mr. dignity and character of the House if, on an
Berry), he asked for an adjournment of the occasion of this kind, when a vote of want
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of confidence is involved, the request of the own time; they went to the country, and
Government is gracefully conceded by those they have been emphatically beaten before
who believe themselves in so large a ma- the country. Moreover, they so conducted
jority, even if no reasons whatever are given the proceedings of this House during tIle
past session that we are now in the month
by the Government for an adjournment.
Mr. ORKNEY.-Mr. Speaker, there of March without a single item of the Estishould be no occasion, in my opinion, to mates for the current financial year having
move an amendment on the address in reply been dealt with. The House will not be
to the Governor's speec1), The country has doing its duty if it consents to practically
already expressed itself about the Ministry, lose another week before it proceeds with the
and they should therefore voluntarily retire necessary business of the country. The
from their position, and thereby save valu- Government cannot say that they are taken
able time. The proposal of the Chief Sec- by surprise by the amendment which has
retary, to adjourn the debate until Tuesday been proposed on the address in reply to the
Governor's speech. No other Government
next, means the loss of five days.
Mr. GRANT.-One parliamentary day. ever asked for an adjournment under such
Mr. ORKNEY.-At all events it means circumstances. A request for the adjournthe loss of five actual days. I don't see ment of the debate on the motion for an
any earthly reason for that course. Has any address in reply to the Governor's speech
reason been assigned for it? What reason usually comes from this (the opposition)
can be given? Surely it is not necessary side of the House. U nti! they have heard
for this House to debate what the country the speech, the Opposition do not Immv.
has so distinctly decided. It would be a what policy it foreshadows, and therefore it is
sheer waste of time to adjourn the debate on quite reasonable that they should ask for an
tIle address until Tuesday. If the proposal adjournment after the motion for an address
for an adjournment goes to a division, I ill reply has been proposed and seconded ;
but it is not reasonable that the Government
shall certainly vote against it.
Mr. A. T. CLARK.-Sir, I think that which dissolved the late Parliament should
we live in a British community which has ' do so without any debate having taken place.
something like a sense of fair play. I am I believetha t the House is in as good a position
perfectly sure that the request of the Go- to-night as it will be next week to discuss the
vernment is a reasonable one, and that it amendment; and,if we bear in mind the state
is very unreasonable for the honorable mem- of public affairs and the late period of the
ber for 'Vest Melbourne (Mr. Orkney) to financial year at which we have arrived, I
condemn the application of the Ministry think that honorable members on either side'
which he helped to create. I am not going of the House will feel that we ought to proto follow him by getting up what is known ceed with business to-night. If we do not
as a row, but I would appeal to every honor- go on, we shall, to a certain extent, make
able member to be actuated by a love of fair ourselves responsible for the delay which has
play whatever Government may be in office. already been so injurious to the best interests
I have no more sympathy with the present of the country: Has there been any reason
Ministry tIlan I had with a preceding given for an adjournment? There can be no
one, but I like to see fair play. It would reason. The only ground stated by the
be most unconstitutional and most un- Chief Secretary is that a similar course was
English if we did not accede to the request pursued on a former occasion; but in the
of the Government. I don't know what previous case the circumstances were totally
object they have in view, and I don't care, different. In that instance no speech ·Imd
but I trust that the House will not refuse been delivered by the Governor; in fact, a
the adjournment which is asked for.
motion was proposed to intercept the GoMr. BERRY. - Mr. Speaker, I think vernor's speech, and then the head of the
that honorable members on all sides of the Government asked that notice of tIle motion
House will be quite willing to grant any should be given and the debate take place
reasonable request on the part of the Govern- after the Governor's speech had been made.
ment. The only question we have to con- No Government ever asked for an adjournsider, in the interests of the country, is ment under such circumstance::! as those
whether the request now made is a reason- which exist to-night. I think the feeling of
able one. I do not hesitate to say that it is all honorable members who realize the great
a most unreasonable one. The Government loss of time there was last session, and the
dissolved the late Parliament when that state of business at present, must be that
Parliament was in recess. They chose their there is no reason for an adjournment.
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Mr. SERVICE.-I am exceedingly
anxious that we should commence the session without any outburst of feeling from
either side of the House, and. I thought that
I put my suggestion before the Ohief Secretary with the most perfect courtesy and
good nature. I still th~nk that my remarks
were entirely pertinent and to the point,
and that we ought to have some reason
given for adjourning the debate before we
consent to that course. But nothing could
be more unfortunate than to begin with a
wrangle, and therefore, if the Ohief Secretary thinks thn,t it is not desirable to state
any reasons for adjourning, I, nevertheless,
knowing that there are a number of honorable members who are decidedly in favour
of an adjournment, think that in an excess
of generosity-for it would be erring on the
right side-the request should be granted,
and· therefore I would suggest to the whole
of my friends that the adjournment should
be allowed to take place.
The motion for the adjournment of the
debate was then agreed to, and the debate
was adjourned until Tuesday, March 6.
RESIGNATION OF MEMBERS.
Mr. GRANT moved that the House do
now adjourn.
Mr. LAURENS asked the Speaker
whether any honorable member who 11ad
been declared duly elected, and who had been
sworn and had taken his seat, could now hand
in his resignation with the expectation that
it would be accepted?
The SPEAKER.-Oertainly.
Mr. KERFERD remarked that the
point raised by the honorable member for
North Melbourne (Mr. Laurens) was discussed in 1874 in connexion with the
election of himself (Mr. Kerferd) and Mr.
Dixon, who was then one of the representatives of St. Kilda. Iteame out during
the discussion that an honorable member
on accepting office as a Minister of the
Orown at the beginning of a new Parliament
would have to tender his resignation, and
that a new writ would be issued. The
report of the select committee to which the
subject was referred showed that there had
been no uniformity of practice in regard to
the issue of writs in such cases.
Mr. DUFFY stated that when Mr.
Deakin was elected for West Bourke in 1879
he waited for 30 days after taking his seat
before he resigned.
Mr. DEAKIN said he was obliged to
do so.

Mr. KERFERD observed that the practice had not been uniform.
The SPEAKER.-An honorable member can resign at any time after he has been
sworn; but I presume that the honorable
member for North Melbourne (Mr. Laurens)
desires to know whether, in the event of a
resignation, a writ can be issued. at once for
the election of a new member, or before the
expiration of the 30 days allowed by law
after the meeting of Parliament for the
presentation of petitions against the return
to the original writ. On this point the law
seems to indicate one thing, and the practice
of this House another. I entertain a strong
opinion as to which is the correct procedure,
but I would not like to interpret the law so
as to inconvenience the House without due
consideration, and without the approval of
the House itself. Indeed, I do not feel
justified, whatever may be my opinion, in
reversing' the practice of the House at this
moment; but it is most undesirable to leave
the matter in its present unsettled state.
The best course will be to follow the usual
practice for the present, and afterwards submit the question for the consideration of
the Standing Orders Oommittee.
The motion for the adjournment of the
House was then agreed to, and the House
adjourned at twenty minutes past five o'clock,
until Tuesday, March 6.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
T~tesday,

Ma1'ch 6, 1883.

University of Melbourne Law Further Amendmont Bill.

The PRESIDENT took the chair at twentyfive minutes to five o'clock p.m., and read
the prayer.
DEOLARATIONS OF
QUALIFIOATION.
The following members delivered to the
Olerk the declarations required. by the Act
No. 702 :-The Honorables J. Balfour, D.
Ooutts, W. Ross, and P. Russell.
UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE
LAW FURTHER AMENDMENT
BILL . .
The Hon. R. S. ANDERSON moved
for leave to introduce a Bill to further amend
the law relating to the University of Melbourne. He said the Bill was the same as
the one which was introduced to the House
last session; and it was consid~red by the
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council of the University, of which ]le was
a member, as a measure of urgency.
The Hon. F. T. SARGOOD seconded
the motion, which was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read a
first time.
The House adjourned at sixteen minutes
to five o'clock, until the following day.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
T'ltesda.y, March 6, 1883.
Rodney Election: Petition against Mr. Shackell's Return
-Representation of North Melbourne: Resignation of
Dr. Rose-Members Sworn-War in Egypt: Address
of Congratulation to the Queen: Despatch from the
Secretary of State - Council Elections (1882) Act
Amendment Act-Estimates of Expenditure-Railway
Brakes-Address in Reply to the Governor's Speech:
Vote of Want of Confidence in the Ministry-Supply
and Ways and Means-Elections and QUllolifications
Committee.
The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past
four o'clock p.m.
RODNEY ELECTION.
The SPEAKER announced that a petition had been presented by vYilliam Telford
vYebb against the return of James Shackell
for Rodney.
The petition was laid on the table.
REPRESENTATION OF NORTH
MELBOURNE.
The SPEAKER announced that he had
received from Dr. Rose the resignation of
his seat for North Melbourne.
MEMBERS SWORN.
The following members presented themselves at the table, and took the oath of
allegiance : NAME.
ELECTED FOR
William Anderson
Villiers and Heytesbury
Allan McLean
North Gippsland
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Railway Brakes.

The despatch from the Secretary of State
was as follows :" Downing-street,
"24th November, 1882.
cr Mv Lord,-I have the honour to acknowledge
the receipt of your despatch, No. 110, of the 23rd
of September last, transmitting the congratulatory addresses from both Houses of Parliament
of Victoria, on the success of the British arms in
Egypt.
"I request that you will inform the members
of the Legislative Council and of the Assembly
that their addresses have been laid before the
Queen, who was pleased to receive them yery
graciously, and I have to refer you to the answer.z
which by Her Majesty's commands was conveycCl
to you in my despatch No. 63, of the 29th of September, in reply to the addresses, the terms of
which you transmitted by telegraph.
"I have, &c.,
" KIlIIBERl.EY."

The message was ordered to lie
table, and to be printed.
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COUNCIL ELECTIONS (1882) ACT
AMENDMENT ACT.
Mr. GRANT presented thefollowingmessage from His Excellency the Governor:"NORlIIANDY, Governor.
the Legislati ve Assembly that he has caused an Act intituled 'an Act
to remove doubts as to the validity of the Legislative Council Elections for 1882 Act,' which was
reserved on the 24th July last for signification
of Her Majesty's pleasure thereon, and which
received Her Ma.jesty's assent on the 30th November ultimo, to be procla.imed in the Victoria
Government Gazette, a copy of which is transmitted
herewith.
"Government Offices, Melbourne,
"5th March, 1883."
cr The Governor informs

The message was ordered to lic on the
table, and to be printed.
ESTIMATES.
Mr. GRANT presented a message from
His Excellency the Governor, transmitting
Estimates of Expenditure for 1882-3, and
recommending an appropriation of the consolidated revenue accordingly.
The message was ordered to lie on the
table, and to be printed.

RAILvYAY BRAKES.
Mr. BENT stated that, in accordance
VY AR IN EGYPT.
with a promise which he made to the House
ADDRESS TO THE QUEEN.
on the 26th October, 1881, and again on
Mr. GRANT presented thefollowingmes- the 26th April, 1882, that he would not
sage from His Excellency the Governor :- spend 'any money in the direction of railway
"N ORlIIANBY, Governor.
brakes without the knowledge or authority
"Having reference to the address conveying of t.he House, he would now lay on the
to Her Majesty the Queen the congratulations
of the late Legislative Assembly on the brilliant table the tenders sent in for the supply of
victories that have attended Her Majesty's com- 300 sets of brakes.
bined forces in Egypt, the Governor acquaints
Mr. McINTYRE asked what was the
the Legislative Assembly that he has received
from the Hight Honorable the Secretary of State object of laying the tenders on the table?
for the Colonies a further despatch, II. copy of Did the Minister of Railways wish the
which is annexed, bearing upon this subject.
House to express an opinion as to whetller
"Government Offices, Mel bourne,
certain tenders should be acce:ptcd or not?
"5th March, 1888."

[ASSEMBLY.]
Mr. BENT intimated that he laid the
tenders on the table simply for the information of the House, and that he would make
a proposal on the subject at another time.
ADDRESS IN REPLY TO THE
GOVERNOR'S SPEECH.
Mr. McINTYRE gave notice that, in
the event of Mr. Service's amendment on
the motion for an address in reply to the
Governor's speech being negatived, he would
move an amendment to the following
effect : "That, while this House recognises the services which the Government have rendered to
the. country, it nevertheless considers it desirable, at the present juncture, that His Excellency
should call new advisers to his councils."
The debate (adjourned from Thursday,
March 1) was resumed on Mr. Moore's
motion for an address in reply to the
Governor's speech, and on Mr. Service's
amendment to omit all the words after the
word" Sovereign," with' the view to insert
the following : " And respectfully informing His Excellency
that his advisers do not possess the confidence
of Parliament."
Mr. O. YOUNG.-Mr. Speaker, as the
unusual course has been adopted of proposing an amendment on the motion for an
address in reply to the Governor's speech
without any charge being formulated against
the Ministry, the members of the Government have apparently nothing to answer;
but, considering the character of the amendment, it may be inferred that their conduct
does not meet with the entire approval of
this House. In the absence of any distinct
charge, I desire to offer a few remarks in
reply to some of the misstatements made
by various honorable members during the
late general election. (" Oh !") Honorable
members found it very convenient when before their constituents to make charges
which they wOllld not prefer on the floor of
the House, and, as they have declined now
to formulate any charge against any member of the Ministry, I think that I am
perfectly justified in adopting the course
which I propose to take. In the first place,
with respect to the position of the Ministry,
I wish to say that the Government have no
desire to retain office one hour longer than
is necessary. The constitutional party, at all
events, were made aware that the Ministry
were perfectly willing to resign in order that
that party might form a new Government.
Mr. SERVIOE.-No.
Mr. O. YOUNG.-I state emphatica.I1y
that the constitutional party were well aware
of -the fact.
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Mr. SERVICE.-I must say that is not
correct.
Mr. C. YOUNG.-I repeat the statement.
Mr. ZOX.-Will the honorable gentleman say when and where the constitutional
party were so informed?
Mr. O. YOUNG.-I repeat that the
constitutional party were made thoroughly
aware that the Government were willing to
resign their seats, and to allow that party
to form a new Ministry.
Mr. LEVIEN.-After the tabling of the
motion of want of confidence.
Mr. O. YOUNG.-I did not say when
it was, but the intimation was given at the
earliest possible moment after the de·
plorable coalition was arrived at. During
the recent elections several honorable members declared the dissolution to be unprecedented and unconstitutional, and took the
Governor severely to task for accepting the
advice of his Ministers to dissolve Parlia.
ment. The honorable member for the Ovens
(Mr. Kerferd) is one of those who charac.
terized the dissolution as unconstitutional;
but surely the honorable member cannot have
forgotten that not very long ago a Government of which he was a member brought
about a dissolution after a six weeks' session,
and altogether carried matters with a very
much higher hand than the present Government have done. On that occasion this
Househadadjourned from Thursday to Tuesday, but when honorable members returned
to town on the Tuesday they found that
Parliament had been dissolved. If that
dissolution was constitutional, surely the
dissolution brought about by the advice of
the present Government was thoroughly
constitutional. The circumstances were altogether in favour of sending the House to
the country Oll the recent occasion. The
honorable member for Geelong (lVIr. Berry)
and other honorable members repeatedly
said, last session, that the House was moribund-that it was dead for all practical
purposes-and the honorable and gallant
Major frequently cried out "Dissolve, disMoreover, Supply hac1
solve, dissolve."
been obtained up to the end of February, and
it is now only the beginning of March. The
electors were told by some honorable members that the Government had used Supply
for a purpose for which it was never in.
tended; but it should be remembered that·
during the six weeks' session to which I'
have alluded, at the end of which Parliament was suddenly dissolved, a Bill was
pushed through the House by the Ministry
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of the day, by which they retained command
of the public money for two months longer
than they could otherwise have done. How
was that power obtained? One evening, in
the absence of the honorable member for
Geelong, and in spite of the protest of the
honorable member for Ballarat West (Major
Smith), a harmless-looking Bill, called the
Audit Act Amendment Bill, was hurried
through, enabling the Government to make
payments under the authority of the Appropriation Act for two months after the expiration of the then current financial year. It
comes with a very bad grace indeed from the
honorable member for the Ovens, after being
in a Ministry who advised the Governor to
dissolve Parliament under these circumstances, to charge the present Government
with having done something entirely wrong
in advising a dissolution, and to charge
the Governor with having acted unconstitutionally in accepting their advice. I think
we may very safely leave the Governor to do
. what he thinks right; and when he wants
better constitutional guidance His Excellency
will no doubt go to some higher authority
than the honorable member for the Ovens.
A number of candidates, during their recent
electioneering tour, were good enough to say
that the vVater Conservation Act, passed
the session before last, was an utter failure,
and that it was proved to be a failure by the
fact that the Government brought in an
amending Bill last session to make it workable, which Bill embodied the suggestions
and advice tendered by those honorable members when the original measure was uuder
consideration, but which the Government
then refused to accept. As I have not mentioned any names, I think I shall not be out
of order if I say that statement was uutrue,
and that the gentlemen who made it knew
that it was untrue. That the Water Conservation Act has not been a failure is shown
by the fact that, at the time it was passed,
the Government contemplated that the
amount which they would advance to local
water trusts in the shape of loans would be
£300,000, whereas the loans which have
been asked for up to the present time amount
to £519,727. TIllS fact was well known to
the candidates at the recent elections, and
therefore it cannot be supposed for a moment
that they believed what they said when they
declared that the vVater Conservation Act
was a failure. I may further mention that
work to the amount of £64,000 has already
been done unt1er the Act, and paid for;
and, although it was contemplated that there
would be only ten water trusts formed under
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the Act, fourteen have already been consti.
tuted, and three others are in process of
being established.
Mr. BERRY.-Is there not something
to add to that?
Mr. C. YOUNG.-Yes. Thecandidates
to whom I refer said, as I have already
mentioned, that the amending Bill was to
make the original Act workable, inasmuch
as provisions were to be included in it which
the Government, in their obstinacy, refused
to accept in the first instance. That question was raised in the House several months
ago, when I stated emphatically that the
amending Bill contained no provision which
altered any of the principles of the Act. I
hold a copy of the Bill in my hand, and
four-fifths of the clauses simply provide for
supplying water to towns and making a town
rating for that purpose-a thing which was
not contemplated when the Act was passed.
With respect to the Railway Bill, I will
only say one 01' two words. Honorable
members on several occasions called it a
bribery Bill, but the universal conclusion
which has been arrived at by the country,
supported by the whole of the newspaper
press, is that the Bill must be passed in its
integrity, no matter what Government comes
into power. A more absurd charge was
never made against the Ministerof Railways
than that he attempted to bribe the constituencies when he framed the Bill. By
whose money are the lines to be constructed?
Will it not come from the people, whose
property the railways are to be, and did any
one ever hear of people being bribed by their
own money? It is to be borrowed for the
purpose of railway construction, and it is
proposed to be distributed as fairly and
equitably as possible over those districts of
the colony which urgently require railway
communication. Great capital has been
made out of the so-called failure of the
£4,000,000 loan, and I desire to remind
honorable members that one section of the
press has found fault with the Government
for not fixing the minimum price lower.
vVhat could have been easier for the Government than to gain popularity, if they desired,
at the expense of the colony? vVhat would
have been easier than to fL"\: the minimum at
£98 lOs. instead of par? But, instead of
being commended for desiring to uphold the
credit of the colony, and for endeavouring
to obtain as high a price as possible for the
debentures, the Government have been told
that they should have accepted a lower price
than they asked, and thus have depreciated
the value of the securities of the colony, and
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practically decla.d that they were not so
good as those of New South Wales and
other colonies. The price the Government
asked was perfectly fair and proper, and,
even allowing for the interest which has
since accrued, I have no hesitation in saying that it will be obtained. I hope that
before this time to-morrow we will hear of
the debentures having been sold at par. In
1874, when the honorable member for Castlemaine (Mr. Service) and Mr. Langton
were Treasurers, only £90 was obtained for
4 per cent. debentures j in 1876, when Sir
James McCulloch was Treasurer, only £93
was obtained; and in 1879, when the honorable member for Geelong was Treasurer,
and a loan was floated under his personal
supervision in the London market, only
£96 15s. 10d. was obtained for £3,000,000,
bearing 4i per cent. interest. If the present loan is floated at par, that will be equal
to floating a 4~ per cent. loan at £107.
Major SMITH.-But £2,000,000 was
floated at £102.
Mr. C. YOUNG.-At £10110s., which,
with accrued interest, is equivalent to par.
The Government felt justified in asking pal'
for the present loan, and they deserve credit
for not allowing the securities of Victoria to
be placed lower than those of any of the
adjoining colonies. I have not the slightest
doubt that the result will fully justify their
action. I wish now to speak of a matter
which has been a source of annoyance and
regret to the Government, as I venture to
say it has been to a large number of honorable members. I allude to the Premier's
loss of his seat. There can be no doubt
that the attacks made against the Premier
regarding the loan, the Railway Bill, and
various other matters were mere pretences
and shams to cover the true objection-the
true dislike-to the honorable gentleman,
namely, that he is a Roman Catholic. I
have no hesitation in saying that the true
cause of the dislike to the Premier, and to
a considerable portion of the Government,
is simply that the Premier is a Roman
Catholic.
Mr. FRANCIS.-Nothing of the kind.
Mr. C. YOUNG.-Of course I am perfectly aware that there are many honorable
members who are above any prejudices of the
kind, but I don't think it is much credit to
them that they are free from such prejudices.
I come from a part of the old country where
party spirit and party feeling prevail with
more bitterness than probably in any other
place in the world, but I do not think I am
entitled to any particular credit because I
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can see excellence and recognise ability in a.
man, no matter what his religious denomination may be. What have I to do with a.
man's religious denomination, so long as lIe
keeps it to himself ?
Mr. JAMES.-Hear, hear. "So long
as he keeps it to himself."
Mr. C. YOUNG.-Some men keep their
religion so much to themselves that it cannot be recognised as religion at all; and
some of their actions are not the result of
religion, but rather the result of the want of
it. I have no doubt that the Premier's loss
of his seat is to be attributed solely to the fact
that he is a Roman Catholic. (" No.")
An HONORA.BLE ME:M:BER.-Leave that
question alone.
Mr. C. YOUNG.-I am not afraid of
speaking about it. I think it is very much
better to look the question fairly in the face
than to let it be constantly regarded as a
bogy. The honorable member for Castlemaine (Mr. Patterson) is the man who has
got up this cry. I will do the honorable
member the credit of saying that he cares
no more for it than he does for any other cry.
No one believes that he cares anything about
either Roman Catholicism or Protestantism;
but the honorable member is like a street
rough, who is prepared to kick up any row
hI the hope that during the scrimmage he
may be able to pick up something for himself. Not very long ago, when he was a
candidate at Castlemaine, he said he recognised the claims of the Catholics on the
education question, but when he found that
avowal was not successful he changed his
opinion. He then became a red.hot man
on the other side; he would compel the
Catholics to take what was offered them,
and endeavoured to ride down that denomination. What confidence is to be placed in
the honorable member? What value is to
be attached to a party cry-a scare-raised
by such a man? Honorable members know
perfectly well that he only wants something
for himself. I will give the honorable member credit for taking advantage of an opportune time. The circumstances were favorable
for raising the cry, and he made the best of
them. No charge,' however, can be levelled
against the Premier that he has ever used
his position to ad vance one denomination or
one sect more than another. I have been a
colleague of the Premier for the last twenty
months, and I declare that I never knew him
propose anything or suggest anything that
showed a desire to give an advantage to any
person of any particular religion or nation.
ality. A more conscientious and a more
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entirely honest administrator I never had
anything to do with. It is an unreasonable
-a shameful-thing to say that the Premier
was ever biased by his religion to do any
political act; and it is a shame that, through
a scare raised by an individual like the honorable member for Castlemaine, the honorable gentleman should be thrown over and
put into a corner.
Mr. PATTERSON.-Die decently.
Mr. C. YOUNG.-We will be very glad
to die decently if our successors are to be a
respectable setof men. I wiUfurthersay that,
so far as I am concerned, I regard the honorable member for Geelong as having in no way
been an unreasonable critic of our actions.
I thinkwe have always been treated withcourtesy and fair play by the honorable member,
and I desire to publicly express this opinion.
I will also thank those honorable members
who have given the Government an honest,
bil', and loyal support; and especially do
I wish to acknowledge the support of the
llOllorable member for VVarrnambool- a
man whose pure moral character and pure
political life entitle him to the respect of
everyone in the colony. The Government
feel indebted to the great bulk of the conservative party. They gave us an honest
support. There are some gentlemen, however, who supported us whom I will not
thank, and whom I did not thank when
they gave their votes, because they gave
them against the grain and under duress.
vVe never asked them for their votes. They
would have been only too glad to vote on
the other side, but they were afraid to sever
"themselves from their party. So far as I
am concerned, as a Minister I have endeavOUl'ed to do my duty, and I don't know of
-any instance in which I have showed any
favoritism or partiality to any individual. I
tllink the country has reason to be thankful
for the quietness, rest, and peace which it
has enjoyed during the present Ministry's
term of office; and I venture to assert that,
whatever Government may come into power,
it will be their bounden duty to pursue the
same policy of peace and quietness that
the present Government have carried out.
The country having had a taste of the advantages of that course, no Government, for
some time to come, at all events, will be able
~o pursue any other. And now, Mr. Speaker,
I have a word or two to address to the constitutional party. I submit that the Ministry
deserve their thanks. During the time the
Ministry have been in office the constitutional party have beelliargely strengthened.
The general election has resulted in the
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return not only of most of the constitutional
members who had seats in the last Parliament, but also of many of those who lost
their seats at the previous election. We
have back the honorable member for West
Bourke (Mr. Staughton) and the honorable member for Mandurang (Mr. Moore).
We have also gained a second seat for
Mandurang, and a seat for Maryborough.
Before then the seat for Polwarth was recovered, and two seats were gained at
Geelong; and I consider the Ministry are
entitled to the thanks of the constitutional
party for the improved position which the
party now hold compared with the position
they held when we came into office. I say,
with the A1'gUS and other leading journals,
that the constitutional party nre now
stronger than when Mr. Service took office
in 1880. They occupy an altogether better
position. I don't know the time when they
stood so well. And now, Mi'. Speaker, I
desire to discontinue speaking as a Minister of the Crown, and to offer a few remarks
as a member of the constitutional party.
I contend that, although a man may rise
to be a Minister, he does not thereby cease
to be a member of the party with which he
has been identified.
Mr. FRANCIS.-Hear, hear.
Mr. C. YOUNG.-I am glad to hear
that interjection, because I trust that constitutionalists will stick to their party.
Mr. BENT.-Whereis it ?
Mr. C. YOUNG.-I speak as a member
of the constitutional party, although I was
charged, and my honorable colleague, the
Minister of Railways, was charged, when we
joined the O'Loghlen Administration, with
deaerting that party. I l1ave not had the
opportunity before, and I avail myself of the
opportunity which offers now, of stating
under what circumstances that Ministry was
formed. I observe my honorable and lively
friend, the member for Normanby, in his
place, and I am glad he is present, because
when he was before his constituents he declared publicly that a statement which I
made at Kyneton with reference to the
formation of the Ministry was utterly un ..
true.
Mr. SHIELS.-I say the same now.
Mr. C. YOUNG.-I suppose there are
present not less than twenty-five or thirty
gentlemen who are thoroughly cognizant of
the facts or the case, and therefore they call
testify whether I speak correctly or not. I
may mention that prior to my honorable
colleague, Sir Bryan O'Loghlen, giving notice of the motion which caused the defeat
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of the last Government, he was repeatedly
asked by one of the leaders of the con~titu
tional party-I refer to Mr. Murray Smlth-:to table a motion of want of confidence III
the Berry Administration.
Mr. SHIELS.-Don't make an ahsent
person a scape-goat for your own iniquities.
Mr. C. YOUNG.-Thehonorablemember
for N ormanby reminds me of what I was
twenty-five years ago.
An HONORABLE MEM:BER.-When you
were young.
Mr.C. YOUNG.-Iamalways"Young."
(Laughter.) I repeat that,prior to the time
that Sir Bryan O'Loghlen took action, he
was repeatedly waited upon and requested
to table a motion of want of confidence.
Early in the day on which Sir Bryan gave
notice of his motion, he was informed that
the time was not opportune, and he was
requested not to proceed with the motion.
Accordingly, Sir Bryan went roun~ to ~he
friends whom he had asked to aSSIst hIm,
and informed them that the thing was
"off." However, at half-past three o'clock
in the afternoon there was a meeting of
the constitutional party in the opposition
room. I was present, and so were some
twenty-five or thirty of the gentlemen I now
'see around me. The question was debated
whether Sir Bryan O'Loghlen should be
asked to table his motion or not, and the
unanimous decision arrived at was that he
'should be requested to table it that very
day.
Mr. SHIELS.-That is not correct.
Mr. O. YOUNG.-Mr. Murray Smith
was requested to see Sir Bryan O'Loghlen
and communicate to him the decision of the
meeting. Mr. Murray Smith saw Sir
Bryan, who at first said it w~s too late to
move in the matter, but, findmg that the
Speaker would not take the chair for a few
minutes, he saw his friends, and, when the
House assembled, he came in and tabled
the motion. This version of what took
place I believe to be the tI:ue one.. At all
events, I am perfectly sa~Isfied SIr Bryan
·O'Loghlen tabled the motIOn at the request
of the constitutional party.
Mr. l\fcINTYRE.-Hear, hear.
Mr. R. OLARK.-Not" at the request."
No request was made.
Mr. O. YOUNG.-I recollect that some
members who were present at the meeting
wanted to know what was to follow the
adoption of the motion. I did not. I regarded myself only as an outsider-as one
of the rank and file. In fact, I was always
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content to remain a simple member of the
party; and therefore I did not seek to know
what was likely to come afterwards. ~ acted
on public grounds with no expectatIOn 01'
wish to become a Minister of the Crown.
I was away at Sydney when Sir Bryan
O'Loghlen undertook the formation of a
Ministry. When I returne~, I !ound that
certain members of the constItutIOnal party
were throwing every obstacle in Sir Bryan
O'Logblen's way. I was told-whether the
statement is correct or not I don't knowthat it was necessary tlIat another member
of the constitutional party should join Sir
Bryan O'Loghlen to make his Government
a success. On that ground, I was asked to
join the Ministry, and I acquiesced, although
it was very inconvenient to me to accept
office. In fact the arrangement has been
a dead loss to me in a pecuniary sense,
because it has taken me away from my business. I say it was a sufficient honou~ to
me to be simply a memb~r of the const~tu
tional party, and to sit behmd abler and WIser
men with whose opinions I· could agree,
whether their places were on the Ministerial
or the opposition side of the Hous.e. I desired no higher honour. But when It was put
to me that I was one of those who urged the
constitutional members to support Sir Bryan
O'Loghlen's motion, I felt that it would be
mean-that the honour of the party would be
sacrificed-if I refused to assist in the formation of the Government which might be
regarded as the natural fruit of the adoption
of that motion. I have not the shadow of
a doubt that my honorable friend, the member for Oollingwood (Mr. Mirams), if he
chose, could corroborate a great deal of
what I say. (" Oh !") I repeat that I considered the honour of the party at stake.
It should be recollected that Sir Bryan
O'Loghlen's motion was carried with the
assistance of four or five members who detached" themselves for the time from the
Berry party. Under these circumstances,
if Sir Bryan O'Loghlen had failed to form
a Government, what would have been the
result? The conservative party were in a
minority, and the members who detached
themselves from the Berry party would not
have been content to sit behind them. The
result would have been the coming back to
office of the honorable member for Geelong
(Mr. Berry) stronger than ever. So that,
from every point of view, I say that the
action which my colleague and I took on
that occasion entitles us to the thanks of the
conservative party. And here let me ask
-What is the attitude of the party now?

Want of Confidence

[MARCH

6.]

in the Mini8try.

29

Figures show that the constitutional party company, it was enough to make the constiis now stronger than it has been for the tutional party ask themselves-" Where are
last five years. Why the Geelong people, we going? " 'Vhen I found the honorable
having become so enamoured of the reign of member running in couples with Mr. Patpeace, progress, and prosperity inaugurated terson, I thought the proceeding one of the
by the present Ministry, absolutely sent most extraordinary I had ever heard of. I
two constitutional members to this House . suppose the two gentlemen have some comduring the existence of the late Parliament, mon ground to act upon, but I don't know
and on the occasion of the recent appeal to what it is. Certainly Mr. Service could
the country, those two members managed, in have obtained a seat on most favorable
that stronghold of liberalism, not only to terms without shunting Mr. Pearson, and
secure re-election, but to be returned at the running in couples with Mr. Patterson. It
top of the poll, the head of the last Govern- must not be forgotten that the latter gentlement httving to be content with third place. man was not only one of the authors of
This being the position of affairs, what, I Black Wednesday, but he was also about the
ask, should be the duty of constitutionalists? most ruthless among them-not only was
Why to form a Government from among he a member of the Ministry of the day,
themselves. Yet what is the fact? Why but he wanted to go in for more ruthless
that leading members of the constitutional butchery than his colleagues contemplated.
party come forward and declare before the I have now a word to say about the
country tllat they are unable to form a Go- honorable member for Rodney (Mr. Gilvernmentfrom among themselves. vVhether lies). That honorable member was rethis inability arises from mental or political garded, for many years, as a sort of "cock
disqualification, I cannot say; but I can of the walk" among constitutionalists.
say that it does not arise from want of num- Yet, when the dissolution took place, he
bers, for, as I have mentioned, it can be went up to Rodney, and there expressed the
clearly demonstrated that the constitutional opinion that the time had come for a coaliparty is now numerically stronger than it has tion of moderate men-that nloderate men
been for the last five years. N otwithstand- should unite for the good of the country.
ing the strength of the constitutionalists, Where are such men to be founel? I did
the gentlemen who profess to lead the party think that some fight was left in the hondeclare now their inability to form a Govern- OI'able member for Rodney, and I regret to
ment from themselves. They find it abso- find out that he is so remarkably weak-kneed.
lutely necessary to get some one else to lean I now come to the honorable member for the
upon. Everybody thought thatthehonorable Ovens (Mr. Kerferd). I have not any report
member for Castlemaine (Mr . Service) was of his deliverances before the declaration of
a constitutionalist and a conservative, but, the poll for that district, but I have here a
during the general election, he told the people report of what lle said at the declaration of
of Castlemaine, from the public platform, the poll, and I presume that his utterances
that he had always been a liberal-that he after the poll would not differ very materially
never was within one thousand miles of from what he said before the poll. (" Oh I"~)
being a conservative. I don't know what Instead of the honorable member contesting
might have been passing in the honorable the Ovens in conjunction with his old
member's mind at the time as to the ques- colleague, Mr. Zincke-as honest a politician
tion of measurement, but I must say that I as ever sat in this House-he acted in such
always thought him a conservative and a a way as to allow Mr, Billson, who had just
constitutionalist. If he was not, I must returned froma trip to Europe, to top the poll
certainly have been laboring under some by 400 or 500. Thus one seat was absolutely
extraordinary hallucination when I sat be- lost to the constitutional party, and the honorhind him, both on the Ministerial and op- able member himself came in a bad second.
position side of the House, believing him to At the informal declaration of the poll on the
be one of the leaders of the great constitu- evening of the election, Mr. Kerferd, to
tional party. I find that the honorable gentle- show what a grand leader he is, and what
man is now allying himself with a radical an ardent desire he entertains for the
of radicals-with an honorable member who . triumph of the constitutional party, referre.d
was once for consigning him to the" bottom- to the result of the election as indicating
less pit" on the plea that bankers ought to a marked change in the politics of the
have no share in government inasmuch country, and he added that lle thoughtas they were a curse to the community. I am ashamed to read the passage-that 99
When the honorable member was seen in such out of every 100 electors in the colony were

so
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now liberals. What a grand man to contest an electorate in the interests of constitutionalism; and what a speech to make
after being the means of losing one seat to
his party, and securing the other only by
the skin of his teeth. Then again at the
formal declaration or the poll, which took
place the following day, the honorable member said he believed there was no very great
difference of opinion between himself and
his colleague, Mr. Billson. Mr. Billson
being a thorough radical, a leader of the
great constitutional party places Mr. Billson
before him as his model. Let us contrast
this conduct with that of the two constitutional members who sought re-election at
Geelong. Did those gentlemen talk about
" moderation" at Geelong ? No. They
knew that, if they. did, the Geelong people
would only laugh at them. Those two
gentlemen went and contested Geelong
straightforwardly on the constitutional
ticket-on the question whether the constituency would have Berryites or constitutionalists to represent them; and the
result was that which usually follows honesty
and energy. They were elected. Not only
did they secure their seats, but they occupied
a proud pre-eminence on the poll. In
Geelong-the hot-bed of Berryism-Mr.
Berry had to be content with third place on
the poll. I ask honorable members again
to contrast the conduct of the two gentlemen
who contested Geelong in the constitutional interest with that of the gentleman
who contested the Ovens in the same
interest. In the one case, integrity of
purpose was manifested, and the result was
victory. In the other case, there was a
display of miserable wishy-washy sentiment,
and the result was the loss of a seat which
ought to have been as secure to the constitutional party as mine was. And now,
Mr. Speaker, I have to call attention to
the fact that the action of the honorable
members for the Ovens, R.odney, and
Castlemaine was the result of a previous
agreement-an .agreement arrived at prior
to the dissolution. Those honorable members did not desert their colours without
consideration. The matter was arranged before the general election. (" No.") There
may have been no arrangement on paper,
but an understanding was arrived at, and
on that understanding, I say, those honorable members acted. I say, further, that
those honorable members acted disgracefully and dishonorably to the constitutional
party in standing for constitutional seatsseats which could have been obtained by
Mr. C. Yo·ung.
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constitutional candidates-in the interests
of a coalition. They ought to have called
the party together and told them what they
intended to do. Instead of taking that
course, those honorable members, while professing to be constitutionalists, deliberately
deceived and sold their party. I say such
conduct is altogether unworthy of them, and
deserves universal condemnation. Where,
I ask, are the leaders of the constitutional
party now? They are defeated. And this
is not the first time that the honorable
member for Castlemaine (Mr. Service) has
courted defeat. A better party than that
which sat behind the honorable member on
the Ministerial side of the House, three years
ago, I never saw; and yet the honorable
member chose to turn that party adrift
although Parliament had been in session
only a few weeks. A number of the men
who then lost their seats managed to get
back to the House only under a Government
that held office when the honorable member
for Castlemaine was away from the colony.
I hold that, recollecting the disaster which
flowed from the honorable member's action
in 1880, to attempt to lead the constitutional party in the direction he seems disposed to lead it is a proceeding which must
be deplored by every right-thinking man.
In 1880, the honorable member courted and
sustained defeat. Now the honorable member is courting not only defeat but degradation. Defeat may be overcome. Time, care,
and prudence may bring victory round. But
degradation cannot be overcome. I say the
constitutional party cannot recover from the
degradation they have fallen into in suing
for peace with Mr. Berry. The proceeding
is a confession of weakness-an admission
that, by themselves, they are unable to carry
on the government of the country. And if
the coalition does take place, the constitutional party will be wiped out of existence.
In Collins-street, I asked a friend who was
endeavouring to swallow the idea of a coalition Government with the same grace that
he would take a nauseous medicine-" If
there is to be a coalition, what is to be
done with Mr. Berry?" The reply was
-" Oh! we will treat him as if we were
breaking in a steer; we will get a pair of
good leaders before, and a pair of good
polers behind, and then he will have to go
straight."
But I would like to know
whether the honorable member's consent to
that arrangement has been asked? Here
'let me contrast the position of the leaders
of the constitutional party with that taken
up by the honorable member for Geelong
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at the genera.l election. When the ]lOnorable member for Geelong appeared before
his constituents, did he talk of a coalition
Government? Did he say he was unable
to carryon the government of the country
without assistance from a party outside his
own ? No. The honorable member con·
tested Geelong honestly and fairly from his
point of view, and tried, not only to retain
his own seat, but to secure seats for two
political associates. Why, only last Satur.
day, after the news of a probable coalition
had got about, the honorable member was
down at Geelong, but only to return thanks
for his own election, and to declare his sorrow that his friends were not also returned.
There was no caving in on the part of the
honorable member for Geelong. In fact,
the overtures for a coalition came not from
the honorable member, but from the leaders
of the constitutional party. They it is
who sue the honorable member for Geelong,
as for a favour, to join them. Here let me
call attention to what happened at the commencement of the late Parliament. Before
the Governor's speech could be delivered,
the honorable member for Geelong proposed
a vote of want of confidence in the Service
Ministry. The proceeding was condemned
by constitutional members; nevertheless,
the honorable member for Geelong was supported by the honorable the Speaker. And
what do we find now? Why that the
honorable member for Castlemaine (Mr.
Service) proposes the re-election to the chair
of the honorable member whose conduct
in the last Parliament he found fault
with, and declared to be unconstitutional.
I do not, however, at all wish to reflect on
that election, because the present Speaker
has, by his urbane and genial manner,
dignity, and authority, gained the respect
and esteem of every honorable member. I
merely wish to show that the honorable
member for Castlemaine has on this occasion
swallowed all that he before rejected, and
conduct that he formerly condemned he now
stands up and pronounces right and proper.
I do not wish tg detain the House further,
but I thought it due to myself to make these
remarks, not as a Minister but as a member
of the constitutional party-as one who has
borne the brunt of the battle and has never
caved in.
Mr. SHIELS.-You betrayed the party.
Mr. C. YOUNG.-I defy the honorable
member to say so. I am proud of the
position I occupy. I never asked the honQl'able member for Normanby, or any other
member of the House, to give a vote for the
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Ministry. When I took office I did no~
expect to keep it for five weeks. I only
took office to save the honour of the party.
I never wanted or desired office; it is not
in my line, and I leave office-seeking to
others. I have never betrayed the consti.
tutional party. I have fought for it in the
past, and I am prepared to do so again, but
I believe in an honest and straightforwarcl
party £ght. This contemplated coalition,
however, is an llnholy alliance, and I, for
one, forbid the banns. It must end in
disaster, defeat, and ruin to the constitutional party. The honorable member for
Geelong concedes nothing, but the party
which have constantly condemned him, and
said everything against him, for the last
seven years, are now taking all their words
back, and entering into a coalition with him.
Such an alliance, I repeat, can only end
disastrously for the constitutional party.
Cries of " Divide."
Mr. FRANCIS.-Sir, it is not my intention to make a speech, or to attempt to
reply to the-I must say-creditable address
of the Minister of Public VYorks.
Mr. BENT.-You can't deny what he
said.
Mr. FRANCIS.-I trust the Minister
of Railways will refrain from irritating interjections, which can only have the result of
prolonging and embittering a debate that,
I hope, will be conspicuous by the absence
of anger or ill-feeling. I simply wish to
point out that the Minister of Public Works
made a mistake as far as I am concerned.
The honoi'able member stated that Sir Bryan
O'Loghlen proposed the motion which displaced the last Berry Government with the
knowledge and consent of the Opposition of
the day, and at the request of its leaders.
As to the latter point, I wish to quote from
Hansard the following remarks which I
made when speaking on that motion on the
23rd June, 1881 : "I stated, a week ago, that the motion for a
conference between the Houses on the reform
question was tallied by the honorable member
for West Bourke (Sir B. O'Loghlen) without
any previous concert with me."

Of course, I can only answer for myself as
one of the leaders of the constitutional party
at the time-the facts as regards a gentleman who is absent must be left to time to
reveal. I did not invite Sir Bryan O'Loghlen
to propose the motion for a conference, and
there was no consultation between us. Further
on I said"While I find it my duty to support the honorable member for West Bourke as far as voting
for his motion is concerned, I have told that
gentleman that, from the indisposition which I
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ha.ve referred to, and also from the fact that on

one important question there is a barrier between
us, I could not accept any political obligations
from my vote."

I also stated again- .
" As I have already said, I must decline to
incur any political obligation from voting for
this motion, but, when the question is put to me,
how can I say other than that I have no confidence in the conduct by the present Ministry
of public business either in Parliament or in the

departments? "
Those remarks cle,arly explained the position I occupied at the time. The fact is
that Sir Bryan O'LoghlelIl stuck to the
position of leader, and we had either to vote
for his motion or to allow things to go on
as they were.
Mr. BENT.-Whatabout Mr. Mimms?
Mr. FRANCIS.-I know nothing about
Mr. Mirams in connexion with the matter
except that he had a meeting with Sir
Bryan O'Loghlen, and told that gentleman
that he felt himself unable, from his political
obligations, to vote for a want of confidence
motion.
Mr. MIRAMS.-Mr. Speaker, the Minister of Public Works, prompted by the
Minister of Railways, having appealed to
me for confirmation of the history which he
has given of the proceedings previous to
the displacement of the last Berry Government, I think it is due to myself and to my
friends in the House and in the country
that I should say that I know nothing
whatever of those proceedings as detailed
by the honorable gentleman. All I know
of what took place prior to the motion of
want of confidence being proposed is confined to what passed between Sir Bryan
O'Loghlen and myself. About three days be.
fore proposing the motion he told me that lIe
contemplated submitting such a motion, and
he asked me whether I could support him.
I told him distinctly that I could not, and
from that position I never wavered. I
took the first opportunity in the House,
when the motion wa·s under discussion, of
mentioning in Sir Bryan O'Loghlen's presence that that gentleman had appealed to
me on the subject, and that I told him I
did not intend to support the motion. A
reference to Hansard will prove the correctness of this statement. I think, therefore,
it ill becomes honorable members sitting
on th~ opposite side of the House from
myself to attempt to cast an aspersion on
my political integrity by introducing a side
issue of this description.
Cries of " Divide."
Mr. GRA VES.-Sir, I do not intend to
occupy the House long, because I presume
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that the "numbers are up." During the
last 25 years there have been 21 changes of
Government, and I am quite prepared to'
accept the decision of the House upon this
occasion. I wish to say, however, with re·
gard to what has been stated by the honorable member for Warrnambool, that that
honorable member may possibly not find
his interpretation of matters endorsed by
others. Mr. Murray Smith, the present
Agent-General, distinctly recognised the
fact that Sir Bryan O'Loghlen was to move
the motion of wa.nt of confidence in the Berry
Government, and in his speech on the motion
he said,. The Chief Secretary is an agitator by nature
and by study. and he has no capacity for leading
that great liberal party ,which, I admit. will probably in the main govern this country during,
at all events, my life-time. . . . Of no one
could it be more truly said-' He formulated bis
opinions as they fell.' He appears always to
have in mind-'Is this a good cry?' . . . It
is, if I may be excused the term, to this political
firebrand the House is asked to give peace and
rest. A firebrand is a very dangerous article.
Do we not know how he means to employ the
interval of peace? In collecting materials for
a fresh agitation."

I had originally no more intention of
seconding Sir Bryan O'Loghlen's mo~ioll
than I have now of attempting to fly, but,
when I entered the chamber, Sir Bryan
O'Loghlen asked me to second it and told
me that Mr. Murray Smith had informed
him that the constitutional party had
determined to support it. That is a fact
which I know of my own knowledge. I do
not apprehend that any member of the
present Ministry entertains any ill-feeling
towards those who are likely to be their
successors. For my part, I have always
endeavoured to conduct myself as a gentleman, and I expect to die as one. Six
motions of want of confidence have been
proposed against the Ministry, and this,
the seventh, is I suppose to be the fatal.
one. We know that in history the number
seven has always been considered a fatal
or magical number. I think, however, that
this House, after the vote of the countryconcerning which I have my own opinion
-shouI'd take certain action. The Government, at all events, have taken the constitutional course of immediately coming to
the House to meet their fate; I accept the
decision of the House, and I will only say
that while I have been in office I have
endeavoured to administer my department
fairly and honorably, and I believe that
my colleagues have done the same with
regard to theirs. If the honorable member
for Castlemaine (Mr. Service), who I assert
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jumped the position of leader at the last
moment, after coming from England, is
going to lead the party on to peace and
progress, I will support him; but I doubt
very much whether that honorable member
will do so. I cannot help recollecting that
when the honorable member obtained the
reins of power-after formerly himself
sitting behind the honorable member for
Geelong (Mr. Berry)-he very soon lost
his party lly dis sol ving the House. I
myself told him that so surely as he went
to the country he would be defeated.
Mr. R. CLARK.-You voted against
him.
Mr. GRAVES.-Yes, and I paid the
penalty by the constitutional party sending
up a m~m to oppose me in my electorate.
When was I sent into the House to support
the honorable member for Castlemaine?
What party does he belong to ? Not to
my party.
Mr. McCOLL.-Which is your party?
Mr. GRAVES.-I came into the House
as a liberal, and I only left the liberal ranks
because I had pledged myself when I entered politics to vote against the plebiscite.
I supported the honorable member for Geelong (Mr. Berry) until he made it a sine
q'lta non that I should vote for the plebiscite,
and that, I told him, I was pledged not to
do. In this case also I paid the penalty of
hltving a candidate sent up to oppose me at
the general election which followed. My constituents, however, approved of my conduct,
and they have now returned me five times
to this House. Why, I ask, should the
honorable member for Castlemaine jump
the position of leader of the constitutional
party, in the respected place of the honorable member for Warrnambool? I assert
that it is not right. Does the honorable
member for Castlemaine recollect the famous
speech delivered at Daylesford by the honOI'able member who has seconded his proposition? In the debate which took place
on that speech on the 17th September, 1878,
the honorable member for Geelong, referring
to the honorable member for Castlemaine,
made nse of very strong language indeed.
Among other things, he said of the honorable member-
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of the constitutional party, because, since I
have been in the House, I have seen him in
all parties-supporting the 11Onorable member for Geelong, sitting in the "corner,"
and then in direct opposition to the honorable member. I do not wish to sayan
unkind word of anyone, but I, for one, will
refuse to follow the honorable member for
Castlemaine in every way. The Govel'llment have met the House, and are ready to
face anything that may be brought against
them.
Cries of " Divide."
Mr. McINTYRE.-Mr. Speaker, I cannot allow a motion of so much importance,
and one fraught with so many consequences
to myself and others, to pass without making
some observations upon it, because I feel
that what is proposed to follow in the event
of the proposition being carried will be degrading in every sense of the word. Ever
since the year 1865, I have been an active
supporter of the interests and principles or
what is known as the constitutional partya party which is to be absolutely sacrificed
in the event of this amendment being
carried, and which is no longer to exist in
any shape or form. I do not know wllat
party is to succeed it, but I feel, under the
present circumstances, compelled to take up
a position which is novel to me in my political career-a position which is likely to
isolate me from those with whom. I have
acted for so many years. I know that there
are many in this (the Ministerial) corner
who sympathize thoroughly with my feelings,
and who, if they had the courage of their
opinions as I have, would stand up and repudiate the unholy alliance which is likely
to take place soon. It seems to me merely
splitting straws to talk much about how the
present Government got into office; but
there is no shadow of a doubt that the constitutional party determined, in caucus assembled, to support the no-confidence motion
submitted against the Berry Government
by Sir Bryan O'Loghlen. I was one of those
who used every possible means to pi'event
Sir Bryan O'Loghlen and his colleagues
obtaining their present position, and in the
caucus I protested, not once, but several
times,against the course which was about to
be taken. The decision of tlle caucus was
"And who is he let me ask? What position
does he occupy? huring most of the time of
not a unanimous one, as has been stated by
which I spoke, the honorable member sat in the
the Minister of Public Works, and, if I reMinisterial corner, aiding and assisting the Gomember rightly, the determination to supvernment in the position they took up. What is
he now? Does he say he is the leader of the
port Sir Bryan O'Loghlen's motion was only
Opposition ?"
arrived at by a majority of one vote. The
I would ask whether the 11Onorable member position I took up on that occasion was
for Castlemaine is now considered the leader almost identical with that which I take up
SilB.188S.-P
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now. I said that we had no right, as an
important party in the State, to assist a
number of gentlemen who had always been
opposed to us to unseat the existing Government. I said-" Let us do the thing openly
and honestly as politicians; let Mr. Francis
or Mr. Murray Smith propose the motion,
and we will do our utmost to obtain every
vote possible for it ; if Sir Bryan O'Loghlen
and his friends choose to support it, well and
good; if they do not, at all events we shall
llave acted straightforwardly; and, if we fail,
we will at least remain' an important factor
iu the government of the country and be
able to impose a check on any legislation
detrimental to the State." That was the
position I assumed, but we know the result.
The constitutional party supported the motionancl itwascarried. Sir Bryan O'Loghlen
was sent for, and I was very sorry indeed to
find that some members of the constitutional
party almost at once gave him their support
by joining his Ministry. I regretted that
very much; but I found tha.t the position
they took up was a very fair one. One of
them, the Minister of Railways, said it
would be a cruel and disgraceful thing,
after assisting to carry the motion, not to
give Sir Bryan O'Loghlen an opportunity of
showing whether he could carryon the
government of the country. The honorable
member for Rodney (Mr. Gillies) knows very
well that the support of the constitutional
party was given to the Government at the
re-elections of Ministers, and efforts were
made to avoid contests, notably in the case
of the Premier himself. Ministers came
back from the country, and I was asked to
move the address in reply to the Governor's
speech at the opening of the following
session, but I declined for reasons which I
stated. I felt very much annoyed at the
turn which affairs had taken, but very soon
~fterwards I found that there were rumours
of an attempted coalition against the Ministry by some members on this (the Ministerial) side of the House and members of the
Ministry whic1I had just been ejected, and I
then said to several friends that it was our
duty to endeavour by every means in our
power to prevent such a result being brought
about. The stand I took on that occasion
I am taking again this evening. The Government have been carrying on the business
of the country-whether successfully or not
is as much due to the constitutional party
as to themselves. I dare say they have
. made blunders-what Ministry have not?
I am not here to defend them. I have myself given notice of a motion expressing the
Mr. McIntyre.
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opiuion that a change is desirable, and if the
amendment of the honorable member for
Castlemaine (Mr. Service) had been couchecl
in similar language, and there had been a
recognition in it of what the constitutional
party in the country owe to the Government,
I would have willingly accepted it. I regret, however, that a Government which
has received the absolute support of the
constitutional party, with one or two exceptions, during the last twenty months
should be turned out in the peculiar way now
proposed. I think the honorable member
for Castlemaine hasty in drawing up his
amendment; infact he has copieditverbatim
from that which was proposed against himself by the honorable member who has
seconded his present proposition. The verbiage of the amendment, however, is a matter
uetween the Government and the honorable
member for Castlemaine ; in whatever terms
it was couched, :E would have taken up my
present position all the same. I consider
that I have been absolutely sacrificed, and
the principles and convictions for which I
have fought for years have been sacrificed,
simply because our own people have not the
courage to do their duty to the country
which has supported them for many years.
They should, at all events, have made an
effort to govern the country on constitutional
lines. I well remember the honorable member for Geelong complained bitterly, when
he had a following of some 65 members,
of the want of a properly organized Opposition. 'He wanted an organized Opposition,
so that he might know with whom he was
fighting, and he frequently twitted the honorable member for Castlemaine with not
being the leader of his party. Yet now we
find the honorable member for Geelong endeavouring, in conjunction with the honorable member for Castlemaine, to form a
party, the object of which is, to all intents
and purposes, to mop up both sides of the
House. Who are to form a strong Opposition against such a party? Who will constitute that vigilant and watchful Opposition which is recognised as an absolute
necessity of parliamentary government?
Mr. MIRAMS.-You will be there.
Mr. McINTYRE.-I can inform the
honorable member that I have been in a
minority before. I supported a party in this
House, which from numbering 4 has risen
to 38, and now all that that party has done
is to be sacrificed by this scandalous coalition .
I would remind the honorable member for
Geelong that it is utterly inconsistent of
him, after what he said when he was at the
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head of the Government about the unde- constitutional par~y. They will lead him
sirability of a weak and disorganized Oppo- into devious paths. It is not the people of the
sition, to attempt to bring about a similar country who are forcing on this coalition, but
state ofthings now. WhatIdesireisthatthe merely the two leading Melbourne journals.
constitutional party should take the opportu- I exceedingly regret to find one of those
nity which the country has offered to it, be- . journals, which I httve looked upon as my
cause I deny that the country has said any- alpha and omega, in a political sense, taking
thing about the present Ministry atall. I feel up such a position. I believe that it is conperfectly certain that, if a Government was vinced that it is acting for the interests of
formed out of the straight constitutional the country in doing so, but I am anxious
party, a very fair and generous support to convert it and to show that the proposed
would be given to it by many gentlemen coalition would be most undesirable and
who are now classed as liberals. I would im proper. It is most im pOl·tan t that honorable
infinitely prefer even a Gove1'llment being members should look straight at the position
formed from the straight liberal ranks, and into which affairs in the House have got
to sit in opposition to it, than what is about themselves. What will be the result of the
to take place now. Let the constitutional proposed union of what is called" all the
party, however, do their duty, take the bull great political lights 'J? How, for instance,
by the horns, and form a Ministry of their will the A1"gus find itself placed by the comown. The honorable member for Geelong bination ? What will be its occupation in
will then assume the position of leader of the future? With the constitutional and radithe Opposition, for which he is well fitted. cal ranks joined together, what political party
That is his proper position under present will it have to fight against unless it manages
circumstances, and the Government will to create a new one for the purpose of debenefit by his occupying it. The honor- nouncing it? Then how will it stand towards
able member has stuck to 11is colours for the leading radical journal? How can the
many years; he has been the most con- two leading newspapers of the colony agree
sistent of his party, and surely he will not to run in harness together? How can they
sacrifice his party now for the sake of ob- both support the same Ministry? It is
taining place, pay, and power. The feeling beyond my powers to believe such an
of the honorable member for Geelong's own arrangement possible, and I appeal to the
supporters in the country is against such a liberal party of the House, headed by the
combination as is now proposed to take honorable member for Geelong, to aid me in
place. No journal has supported the honor- resisting the amalgamation. I also make
able member and llis party more honorably a similar appeal to the members of my own
and consistently than the Bendigo Inde- party. Let me at this stage read a portion
pendent, yet, not later than last Saturday, of the article in last Saturday's Age which
it contained an article strongly condemning accuses the constitutionalists of abandoning
the proposed coalition, and pointing out that their principles en masse. It is as follows:it would destroy the honorable m~mber as
"No one can say at this moment what Mr.
he would destroy the Education and Tariff Service's policy is about to be. He proposed a
progressive land tax once, and may do it again.
Commissions. The article saysIf he does, the party that has declared a pro"The die is cast and the rubicon of politics is
being passed. But unlike Cresar, Mr. Berry
plays a subordinate part, and occupies the place
of the commander of a cohort merely. The
conservatives ride roughshod over all that was
dear to liberals. All those liberal protestations and louder boasts that were wont to rouse
the silent apathy of listening crowds to a rapt
enthusiasm are now as the breath of the idle
wind. The people's trust has been violated, and
the people's leader bought for a few pieces of
silver, for subordinate place and Ministerial pay
under a conservative leader. Is it too much to
say that Mr. Berry has deliberately wrecked the
liberal cause? It is now clearly seen that the
leader was the traitor, and should have expiated
his treachery on a political Tyburn."

How does the honorable member for Geelong like the picture-not drawn by an
enemy but by a friend? I would warn the
honorable member to avoid, as he would the
plague, this proposed connexion with the

p2

gressive land tax to be confiscation and communism will follow him like sheep on- a division,
and still call itself conservative. Neither are we
prepared to deny its right to do so, for, if our
inquiry into the organization of parties has had
any value, it has shown that the instinct of selfpreservation is to renounce convictions, disown
pledges, and exchange friends for enemies in
order that the personal sovereignty of the leader
for the hour may be absolute."

In fact, the Age makes out that the constitutionalists have sold themselves body and
soul to the honorable member for Geelong's
party , while the Bendigo Independent takes
the other stand-point, and contends that the
liberals following that honorable member
have sold themselves to our side-that is to
the constitutionalists. My opinion is, however, that the result will show that both
parties have sold themselves most effectually.
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It will also demonstrate how very rew honorable members on either side are prepared
to act honorably towards their political in.stincts. But I warn those who will join in
the llew arrangement that they will scarcely
be allowed to carry it out in the manner they
wish. All honorable members must see that
every plan of the kind is bound to tend to
discourage true honesty in politics. If such
a scheme is allowed to be successful, what
consideration can any honorable member with
true political consistency expect to receive
on that account? Will it not appear as
though the more straightforward and consistent a politician is the less will he be able
to step out from the background? Look
at what is going on around us. We have
heard a great deal about rats, but never in
our political history has there been seen such
wholesale ratting as is going on now. And
how is it treated by the press? If an honorable member of medium position attempts
the ratting business, he is at once howled
down, but when it is the heads of the two
great parties who are ratting, they are exalted
to the skies for what they do. What is a
shocking crime in one of the rank and file
of Ilis party seems to be quite right and
proper in its leader. I have no desire to
attempt the defence of the Government in
any way. I think the Minister of Public
Works put their case before the House very
excellently indeed. No one will dispute that
he has been a straightforward, honest, and
honorable administrator, and I don't fancy
that anything very different can be said of his
colleagues. vVhat I contend is that it is not
right to attack Ministers in the way they are
being attacked at the present moment-that
the party who have supported them so long
are not justified in kicking them down stairs
in tIle fashion they are now adopting. The
Ministry are entitled to fair play, but fair play
they are not getting. As for the amendment
of the honorable member for Castlemaine, I
am under the impression that its language is
not in accordance with fact. The honorable
member avoided discussing the subject upon
grounds which he stated as follows : " Had a proposition of the kind been brought
forward during the currency of the late Parliament, it would have been the duty of the person
proposing it to prefer a distinct indictment
agamst Ministers, and to support that indictment
by all the facts and arguments which could be
adduced. But the Ministry did not submit themselves to Parliament. They chose to appeal to
the country. They made their appeal, and the
country have sent back this Parliament to tell
the Government what its answer to that appeal
is. The country having ·expressed itself so distinctly and emphatically at the general election,
all that we have to do is to give force to the
country's decision."
.
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But wllat, after all, is the decision of the
country with respect to the Ministry? What,
for instance, is the case with the nine members of the last Parliament who, having
opposed the present Government, failed to
be re-elected? Three of them, namely, Mr.
Cook, Mr. Fraser, and Mr. Munro, retired
of their own accord, while among those who
take the places of Mr. Barr, Mr. Fisher,
Mr. Longmore, Mr. O'Callaghan, Sir John
O'Shanassy, and Mr. Williams, we find
not only five constitutionalists, but actually
the mover and seconder of the address in
reply to the Governor's speech which the
Government ask us to adopt. On the
other hand, look at the honorable members
elected in lieu of the ten members who,
having supported the Ministry, also lost
their seats. Three of those old members,
namely, Dr. :Madden, Mr. Wilson, and
Mr. Zincke, retired of their own free will,
and among the ten new men there are no
less than six constitutionalists. It must,
therefore, be admitted that the country, instead of speaking out strongly ngainst the
existing Government, has done nothing of
the kind. It has not only returned to Parliament the party who supported Ministera
during the last eighteen months, but it has
added to their numbers. I do not see that
the verdict of the country justifies, in the
slightest degree, the proposed amendment
on the address. The fact is that .the conclusion thnt the country have decided against
Ministers is simply one which the principal
metropolitan journals have jumped at, in
order to bring about the coalition which
certain leaders of party, and especially of
the party who have until now stood by the
present Administration, advocated in their
election speeches. Under these circumstances, I contend that, if we on the constitutional side were honest, we would continue
in the same course as formerly. Certainly
there is nothing to warrant our sending
Ministers adrift beyond one thing, namely,
tIle dissolution. Undoubtedly it is open to
the House to say whether the action that
led to the dissolution was or was not proper
action. At the same time, the Minister of
Public vV orks has pointed out that, even
supposing the Miriistry transgressed in this
matter, there have been greater transgressors
of a similar kind than they. I will explain
the way in which I would have the present
situation dealt with. In the first place, I
tell the Government that I think it undesirable, in the face of the strong union of
parties against them, that they should continue in office any longer. I quite recognise
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t11at ·their case, so far, is hopeless; but I
want to see' them kicked down stairs in the
most gentle manner possible. There are
other reasons why I don't like the amendment of the honorable member for Castlemaine. Why, for instance, should he attempt to cut out of the address in reply
the statements in it that are indisputable?
I doubt if there is a single honorable member
who can say he really objects to these words
of the Governor's speech:cr I am enabled with much gratification to congratulate you on the satisfactory condition of the
· public finances. The revenue, as shown by the
, published returns, has been steadily increasing,
and has, during the first eight months of the
present financial year, exceeded the proportionate part of the estimate of revenue laid before
the late Parliament."

All that is true, or I am sure His Excellency would not have said it. Again, who
can condemn the expression of the desire
of Ministers to press forward an Amending Land Bill, a Railway Construction
Bill, and an Amending Water Conservation
· Bill ? Is not each of those measures of
vast importance? Then I do not think
the House can honestly wish to obliterate
from the address in reply all allusion to the
following : ·

"The prosperity which the colony has for
some time past enjoyed happily continues to
exist. The construction of the great public
works of the colony has been vigorously pushed
on. Labour has been fully employed and capital
has been earning good returns."

· Why, in the name of all that is just and
honorable, should these undoubtedly true
· assertions be practically erased from the
record? If we take such a course, how can
we be said to look existing circumstances
fairly in the face? Moreover, in what way
can our refusing to endorse a clear expression of unquestionable facts help any good
cause we may have at heart? It was what
I felt on this point, as well as upon others,
that prompted me to prepare the amendment on the address in reply of which
I have given notice. It is maintained
that the country demands a coalition, but
I cnnnot llelp being reminded of a very
· similar statement which was made in this
House in 1878 by the honorable member
for Geelong himself. The circumstances
under which the assertion was uttered were
peculiar. The honorable gentleman was
then fresh from his speech at Daylesford
in which he thanked God that the Ministry of which he was the head did not
contain either a squatter, a merchant, 01' a
'landowner, and for which the honorable
member for Castlemaine, who then represented .Maldon, very bitterly attacked him,
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and in replying to that attack he did not
scruple to say not only that when he formed
the then existing Government he invited
the then honorable member for Maldon to
join it, but also that" It was the hope of the country that be and
I would join together in the formation of a.
Government."

Well, is the feeling of the country on the
same subject more demonstrative now than
it was then? Does not the fact that the
coalition then alluded to was not cnrried out
warrant us in carefully refraining now from
going an inch further than we can plainly
see our way? Did not the honorable member for Geelong subsequently thank everything that was good for the circumstance
that, after all, no such coalition was entered
into? I think all this should keep him
and us from being too anxious for a coalition
at the present moment. If four and a half
years ago he could admit that, altllOuglt
the country wanted a coalition, it was a
grand thing that one was not brought about,
ought he not to hesitate before he follows
at the present time the course which formerly would have produced so much disaster?
I want the honorable member for Geelong
to remember his former statements, and to
be guarded against evils which not long
since he saw plainly enough. I make this
appeal to him because he is said to be the
one who is sacrificing himself, the liberals
being the strongest party in the House.
Mr. BERRY.-I am a man of sacrifices.
Mr. McINTYRE.-The honorable member need make no mistake. We all perfectly
understand the extent of the sacrifice he is
making now, and I for one can offer a good
guess at what will be the consequence.
What will result from his union with the
constitutional party headed by the honorable member for Castlemaine? Undoubtedly
that he will find that honorable member to
be a man of great backbone-one who will
not give way on certain important points,
nor allow liberal measures of a particular
kind to become law. Under these circumstances, the honorable member for Geelong
will eventually retire from the coalition Government and seek to throw himself upon
his old friends-to appeal once more to
"the great heart of the people." How will
he do that? I can imagine almost the very
words~he will use.
He will say-" Gentlemen, I joined the coalition Government for
two reasons. One was that inasmuch as
the other side had maligned me for years,
used tons and tons of paper against me,
and I had defied them, I wa~ted to let it be
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seen, from their readiness to coalesce with union, but how far ought such union to
me, that they condoned all I had done- extend? It is argued by some that it
that I was not even in their eyes nearly as ought to be complete, and that the end to
black as they had painted me. Another be obtained by such completeness will amply
reason was that I wanted their help in justify the extraordinary means that would
carrying into law certain important liberal have to be employed to secure it, but I say
measures that bad long been in abeyance. that under no circumstances could such
But what was the result? I found I could means be successfully employed-could the
not get those measures passed and I left end in view be achieved by them. Doubtless
them, and, having destroyed their party, . the desired coalition will be brought about
I come back to you and ask you to assist to a certain extent, but in that case I shall
me in transacting the affairs of this glorious look with certainty for the creation in this
country." On the other hand, our party Chamber of a strong party-stronger, perexpect that the new arrangement will enable haps, in respectability, talent, and true reprethem to " nobble" the radicals. Which of sentation of the feelings of the country than
the two ideas will prove to be correct? Of in numbers-the members of which, being
one thing I am sure, namely, that if the indignant at the hollowness of the compropolitical lion is now to lie down with the mise entered into, will jealously watch every
political lamb, it will be on the principle of step the parties to the amalgamation venture
to take. I am under the impression that with
the lamb being inside the lion.
Mr. BERRY.-Which side will be the that state of things in existence the coalesced
parties will not be able to effect much, and
lion, and which the lamb?
Mr. McINTYRE.-I fancy that our if they can do nothing special will not the
party ought to be regarded as the lion on the coalition be practically a failure? I anticipresent occasion, and on that ground I warn pate with no little curiosity the picture the
the honorable member for Geelong of what Ministerial side of the House will present
he will probably bring about if he consents to when we find the Major and the honorable
the coalition. The consequence, I predict, member for Castlemaine side by side with
will be the destruction of every particle of his the honorable member for Rodney (Mr.
personal influence with the country. That Gillies), the honorable member for East
indeed is the sole object the constitutional- Bourke Boroughs, the honorable member
ists have in view in the matter. But I for Moira (Mr. Hall), the honorable memhave always said that it is for the best ber for Mandurang (Mr. McColl), the honinterests of the community that there should Ql'able member for Richmond (Mr. Bosisto),
be two parties in the State, and, the honor- the honorable member for St. Kilda (Mr.
able member being the acknowledged leader Harris), and the honorable member for
of the liberal party, I wish, inasmuch as he West Bourke (Mr. Staughton). What a
is a good leader, that he should keep his mixing up of people and things shall we see
situation. I see no occasion for a coalition then! The mingling of oil and water will
-a junction of parties-in any way or be nothing to it. It will be the old business
shape. I think that our side has already in Box and Cox over again-each one
quite sufficient power, and that we should be making believe to find on the other's arm
content with our own organization. I don't the political strawberry mark that marks him
want a Service-cum-Berry party to be the as his brother. What a millennium that will
only one, those outside it being led like sheep be! But let us recall our experience in times
to the slaughter. I am satisfied that the gone by. Do we not know well that excountry as a whole will easily detect the tremists in politics can never really unite?
real nature of the compromise that is now For my part, I can say with perfect calm.
being entered into. Of course I know well ness that the proposed alliance is a scanthat practically we are all liberals, and that dalous, dishonorable, and discreditable one,
the main difference between us is merely one the like pf which was never entered into by
between extremists, but nevertheless we any reputable political party in the whole
practically follow in different lines, and I world. Fancy the heads of parties in the
warn honorable members that not until we old country doing such a thing! I doubt
have a division shall we know how the in- if a similar transaction can. be read of in
tended coalition is really viewed by the House the history of any people. Weare told
as well as by the country. Without doubt that the country desires the coalition, but I
there is a widespread desire that each side can tell the House that in no case will the
in politics should sink a certain amount of unnatural agreement succeed. It is not in
party feeling, in ordel' that there may be human nature that it should do so, In the
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first place, directly the amalgamation takes
place discontent will spring up in divers
quarters, and the management of public
affairs will become infinitely more difficult
than it would be if each political party in
the country was left to follow its own lines.
Moreover, under the latter arrangement the
government of the country would be much
better and the course of politics much
smoother than could possibly .be the case
under any confederation among those who
cannot join themselves together on any
honest grounds. I know the people generally
denounce those who attempt to stop public
business, and I pledge myself to endeavour
on all occasions to help in getting that business done, and good measures carried into
law, but at the same time 1. am conscious
that my feelings as to the forthcoming conli.
tion are so strong that I shall be always
afraid of something wrong happening. I
shall be continually fearful of a revival of
the idea expressed by a certain member of
the Opposition, who has often of late contended for a coalition, when he said that the
object of the Government should be to put
its hands into the public purse in a "free,
easy, and accessible manner." Well, if that
is to be the object of the inceming Government, I, for one, will take very good care that
it is not gained. My watch over their proceedings will be the most careful possible,
and I will endeavour, by being absent from
my seat as rarely as possible, to mnke my
vigilance continuous. My object now is to
warn my party friends, many of whom I know
do not want to support the amendment on
. the address in its present form. I will also
point out that the existing Government have
done no little good during their term of office.
Nevertheless, for the reason I have given I
ask them to retire from their present position
and unite with a new Government, consti,tuted not by means of a coalition, but
from only our own ranks. It has been
stated by the Minister of Public Works that
the Government have already offered to
retire from office in favour of a Ministry
formed out of the constitutional party, and
to give such an Administration their unanimous and hearty support, and with such
. a plan of proceeding I would quite concur.
I go further, and ask everyone in the
country interested in it being well governed
to assist in endeavouring to bring about the
a.rrangement I allude to. I want, at the
eleventh hour, to avoid, in a legitimate way,
this unnatural and unholy Service-c'ltmBerry alliance. Two metropolitan journals
faTour the amalgamation, but a very large
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proportion of the country press is utterly
opposed to it. One influential country journal
that has supported the constitutional cause
from the first is now publishing article after
article against the coalition. I would not
refer so much to the press but for the great
power it now possesses. If it says that certain things are to be Jone, what frequently
happens? That representatives of the people
who have expressed before the country convictions of a certain distinct chnracter find
themselves compelled to act against them.
I warn our party that it is going to commit
political suicide-to obliterate true constitu.
tionalism in the colony for ever. The constitutionalists of Victoria will never exist
asa party again, and I may say very much the
same thing of the liberal party also. I am
not now addressing the leaders of those
parties, because I know that to them all
the good things are coming, but I speak to
the rank and file. I see the honorable member for Mandurang (Mr. McColl) smiling at
the prospect of a coalition, but let me remind
him that it was only his action on behalf of
water supply that obtained him his seat, and
that his honorable colleague who headed the
poll stated, when moving the adoption of the
address in reply, that wherever he had been
throughout his electorate, he found the people delighted with the action the Government
had taken during their career in office.
Mr. McCOL L.-But that is an untrue
statement.
Mr. McINTYRE.-The best proof of the
pudding is in the eating, and the name of
Thompson Moore topped the poll for Man·
durang by hundreds of votes. I do not say
that I would object to a constitutional
Ministry including one or two of the mod.erate members of the other side. For example,
I would not object to a union with the
honorable member for Collingwood (Mr.
Mirams) or the honorable member for FHz.
roy (Mr. Tucker), becnuse they are reasonnble
men with whom constitutionalists could
work, but I protest against the destruction
of the two great political parties of the
country by the forming of a Government
simply out of the heads of both. If it is
necessary for the public interest that there
should be a coalition, let it be one somewhat
on the lines of. that represented on the
Treasury bench. It is said that the existing Government is not a strong one, but let
honorable members look at what they have
done. Ask the people in the great streets
of the city what they think of the present
Ministry, and what do they say? That
under the O'Loghlen regime the country has
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been prosperous and has got on well. They
do not imply that the O'Loghlen Government actually caused that prosperity, but
they are free to assert that the Ministerial
action of the last twenty months has tended
to help things to take and to keep their existing direction. At all events, the present
Ministry destroyed the strong Government
who preceded them and whose action benefited no one but themselves. Looking at
all this, 1 say let us not have a coalition
Minstry composed merely of the heads of
both parties, because such an arrangement
'will be of the nature of political prostitution. Its effect will unquestionably be to
show politicians in Parliament that it does
not do to be honest,and that the most profitable course is that of the political waverer
who is as ready to go one way as another.
It will break down lines of demarcation
which it is most important to preserve. 1
am certain that the great heart of the
country is in accord with the opinions 1 am
now expressing, and that they are a]so held
in other important quarters. Not long
since, in the presence of the honorable member for Rodney (Mr. Gillies), 1 asked a
gentleman who possesses great means in
the colony and who was fresh from Europe
-" If you were in London and heard that
Mr. Berry was in power again, how would
you act?" What was his reply? He said" 1 would sell out in Victoria as soon as 1
possibly could." That is the feeling-l
say it with all personal respect-the honorable member for Geelong's former career
, in office has created, and the formation of
a coalition Government including him will
in no way obliterate the sentiment. 1 do
not say that the time may not come for the
constitutionalists of Victoria to receive the
honorable member amongst them as a
brother, but it has not arrived yet. The
, honorable member has been the political
small-pox of the colony, and he is not yet
out of quarantine. He is being chosen by
constitutionalists, not because of any favour
towards his political opinions, but because
he is a dangerous opponent, and they want
to use him. Maligned as he has been by our
party, and by the press onallsides-(Oriesof
"Hear, hear," from the opposition benches.)
-1 use the term" maligned" unhesitatingly,
because no matter how bad any particular
politician may be-no doubt the honorable
member for Geelong has been bad enough in
all conscience-what is said of him is sure to
malign him. 1 would like to know to whom
the honorable member, when he joins the
new Government, can look for support.
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Can he, when he goes to his own Geelong,
hope to get the votes of the liberals there?
It is well known that he expects to be reelected mainly by the constitutionalists.
But were I to speak for the constitutional
electors of Geelong 1 would say to him,
when he asked for their countenance-" No,
sir, we will be no party to the dishonorable
transaction now intended, but we will work
like men to show the Parliament of the
colony and the country at large that, having fought for years to maintain constitutional principles, we are not willing to
calmly surrender the fruits of our struggles,
but will set our faces utterly against every
unholy alliance of the kind." If such a
stand were taken, the honorable member
would not daJ.·e to go back to his constituents for re-election, because he would know
that if he did he could make sure of defeat.
In any case, I warn him of what may
happen when he appears again before those
whom he now represents, no matter how
much he may seem to be whitewashed and
made part and parcel of the supporters of
the Oonstitution. In conclusion, I challenge
the constitutionalists who are averse to the
proposed combination to have the courage
of their opinions, and to say in the truthfulness of their hearts-" Those with whom
we are asked to coalesce are those whose
views we abominate, and with whom we will
have nothing to do."
Mr. McLEAN.-Mr. Speaker, this
being my first appearance in this chamber
since my re-election, I was unable to join in
yourre-appointment to your present position,
but I take the earliest opportunity of congratulating you upon the event, and also
honorable members generally upon the
wisdom of their choice. I hope you will
long continue to discharge the duties of your
high office in a manner alike creditable to
yourself and advantageous to the House.
As to the question now under discussion,
I have merely risen to urge Ministers not
to push it to a division, but to accept the
decision of honorable members on the subject ,
as it may be expressed by their voices. At
the same time 1 hope no one will think that,
in tendering this ad vice, I am actuated by
the smallest desire to avoid any responsibility that may properly fall upon me. In
order to utterly dispel any idea of the kind
1 will intimate plainly, before 1 sit down,
what will be my vote if the amendment is
divided upon. 1 think the course 1 suggest
is the most dignified one the Ministry can
take, and for that reason I bring it under
their consideration. I am not one of those
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'who, after using the Government for certain country with advantage to the country unless
purposes, have now no kind word to say they were strengthened, and they asked for
of them. I consider, in view of the great an appeal to the country. Their reason for
difficulties they have had to encounter desiring it was accepted in all good faith,
during their term of office, that they have and the appeal was granted. We all know
performed very good work indeed for the the result. I hope tllat the Ministry will
community. They have carefully avoided accept the decision of the country by reall party strife and burning questions, and tiring from office in the most graceful and
, endeavoured to carry measures of a practical dignified manner possible, and I think that
and useful character, and. calculated to would be by adopting the course I have inpromote the advantage ofthe colony. I also dicated, namely, by taking the decision of
think they deserve very great credit for the House on the voices alone.
Mr. BOSISTO.-Sir, I do not think
having done perhaps more than any previous
Ministry ever did to forward. the interests that I would have attempted to address the
· of the country districts, and I hope their House to-night but for the statement made
example will be followed. by their successors. by my honorable friend, the member for ¥alI quite agree with what the Minister of don, to the effect that the whole of the GoPublic Works said of the honorable mem- vernment promised to resign if a Ministry
bers who at one time denounced the Railway could be formed from the constitutional
Bill as a bribery Bill, and at another time members of the House. I have no hesitavoted for it. I supported that measure tion in saying that I, along with the honorbecause I believed that it would do more to able member for Maldon and two 01' three
, promote the welfare of the community than other members, have done the utmost I poscould possibly be accomplished in any other sibly could to get the Ministry to resign
way by the same expenditure, and I trust and to allow a constitutional Government
its policy will be substantially adopted to be formed. As the present Government
by the Government that is to come. could not carry on the business of the country,
While I hold this opinion of the Govern- I looked at the matter in this way: some of
ment, I could. not, consistently with my the existing Ministers being part and parcel
· pledges to my constituents, support them oJ the constitutional party, I considered it
if the amendment of the honorable member was desirable that such Ministers should,
for Oastlemaine (Mr. Service) is pushed to along with other constitutionalists, try and
a division. "\Vhell I was before my con- see if a constitutional Government could be
stituents I never contemplated the present formed and maintained. The present Gosituation. I told them that if I was re- vernment have done good work during the
elected I should come back to this House last eighteen months, with the support of
· as a member of the constitutional party, the constitutional party, and therefore I
the same as when they elected me before. thought we would be acting only fail' to· I told them that, if the constitutional party wards them by taking that course. But I
were returned by the country sufficiently must say that such an offer as that referred
strong to govern, I would sit straight behind to by the honorable member for Maldonany Government which that party might namely, that the whole of the present Minform; and I also told them that, if the pre- istry would resign office if a constitutional
sent Government were so strengthened at Government could be formed-was never
the elections as to enable them to carryon made in my hearing. I admit that I
the business of the country with advantage, like an Opposition, which I regard as
I would give them the same independent healthy to political life. It is only by the
support that I had done in the past-that existence of an Opposition that political truth
is to say, such a support as their measures can be elicited. But when it was found
· would merit. If the Government look at that the constitutional party were not strong
their present position, I think they them- enough to form a Government, and that some
. selves will admit that, in view of my elec- of them would not coalesce with others, it was
tion pledges, I could not vote with them on then necessary to look to other men of mothe present occasion. Instead of being . derate views to assist in forming a coalition
strengthened at the elections, we know that Government. During the recent election
, they have been materially weakened. In the contests, a very strong opinion was expressed
, memorandum which they addressed to His in the c)nstituencies that the peace and proExcellency the Governor recommending a gress policy which has been inaugurated by
· dissolution of Parliament, they stated that the present Ministry should be continued,
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measures must be brought forward as soon
as possible if the country is to advance. I
therefore think we ought to endeavour to
bring about a feeling which will not embitter
either side of the House against the other.
We should endeavour to promote the formation of a stable Government which will
retain the present state of peace and progress,and introduce those practical measures
, which are urgently required. For myself,
I am quite prepared, under the circumstances
in which the constitutional party are placed,
to assist any coalition Government that
will bring forward practical and beneficial
measures.
Mr. BENT.-Mr. Speaker, it is amazing
to me that some honorable members seem to
have forgotten what has occurred very recently. The honorable member for Richmond
. (Mr. Bosisto) was present when the whole
. Ministry declared that they, would resign
provided that a straight constitutional Go, vernment was formed.
Mr. BOSISTO.-No; never.
Mr. BENT.-The honorable member for
Rodney (Mr. Gillies) and the honorable
member for East Bourke were also told that
would be done, and the fact that the Government were ready to resign under such
circumstances was well known. It was
likewise well known that months ago I went
to the honorable member for vVarrnambool,
and told him that four of the office-seekers
of the constitutional party could have positions in the Government. In fact, the officeseekers of the constitutional party were told
months ago that they could have four seats
in the Government. That is the way to put
it. But why should we give up our positions? vVe got office fairly and honorably,
and we went to our constituencies and were
re-elected members of this House. Wha.t
is the constitutional policy which we hear so
much talked about? The A1'gu8 and the Age
both say that the Ministry are sticking to
office; but we have met the House at the
earliest possible moment after the election,
and the honorable member for Geelong (Mr.
Berry) has declared that he would never resign office again between the time of a general election and the assembling of the new
Parliament. Some honorable members wish
the amendment which has been proposed by
the honorable member for Oastlemaine (Mr.
Service) to be disposed of by the voices without a division. They are afraid to go to a
vote. But why should there not be a division?
What is all this prating about constitutionalism ? Let Mr. Berry and Sir Oharles
Mac Mahon coalesce,. Did not Mr. Berry tell
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Sir Charles Mac Mahon that he was a corrupt
Speaker?
Major SMITH.-No.
Mr. BENT.-Yes, he did. However, let
those honorable members coalesce; and let
the honorable member for Castlemaine
coalesce with the 'honorable member' 'fop
Geelong, though at one time he said that
every statement which the honorable member for Geelong made was a " corrugation."
There are two members of this House who
ought to be proud to-night, and one of them
is the Hon. Graham Berry. Why should
Mr. Berry feel proud? Because he has
now been taken in hand by the constitu..
tional party, who have spent hundreds and
thousands of pounds to hound him out of
the country. Formerly they said that the
honorable member was for "broken heads
and houses in flames," that his family were
battening on the public purse, and that he
did everything which respectable and honest
men should not do; but now, as my honOI'able colleague, the Minister of Public
Works, says, they are going to put him in
a team and break him in. The honorable
member for Geelong will break them in,
and I say all honour to him. The constitutional party have done all they could in the
past to damn the honorable member. They
have distributed tracts throughout the
country in thousands, and have utilized
Punch to damn him. They have, as has
been said, consumed tons of ink and tons of
paper to kill him; but what is the case
now? How the honorable member must
laugh when he finds the wretched thing
called constitutionalism ready to receive
him with open arms as a member of a Government. Are the constitutionalists who
own great estates, some of which are large
enough to form principalities, going to
swallow the honorable member's land tax?
How they used to cry out and swear
against him night after night! They even
invoked the aid of the clergy to dltmn him,
but they could not succeed. 'Vhat has the
Argu8 said about the honorable member for
Ballarat West (Major Smith)? Has it
not declared that the honorable member
crammed the Education department with
appointments that were rotten to the core 1
And yet the constitutional party will have
to take the honorable member. There are
a number of honorable members on the
opposition side of the House who, I admit,
have always been true to their principles.
They have gone to the country and said
they were liberals. They are not crawlers,
like some of the constitutional party. Some
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·of the constitutional party are simply members, but leaders, or those who call
crawlers, and nothing else. Talk about themselves leaders, did so. The honorable
men-they are nothing of the kind. Had member for Boroondara acted in the way I
it not been for some of these constitu- say.
Mr. W ALKER.-1n wlmt way?
tionalists, the Government would not be in
their present position. Even at the last
Mr. BENT.-Oh, I know all about it,
election, many of them crawled to get the but the honorable member need not think
votes of a certain party, and then threw that he will be in the new Ministry. The
that party over. That is the reason why I constitutional party are going to throw him
. say a division ought to be taken on the over as they have thrown over this Governamendment, even if there are only five mem- ment. I will now come to my honorable
bers to vote against it. If there are 70 friend, the member for Collingwood (Mr.
members in favour of a coalition Govern- Mirams). That honorable member has
ment, let us know who they are. There are denied the statement made by the Minister
men in this House who used to crawl in order of Public Works, but I will repeat it. I
to get the liberal vote. They were against say that on the very day the motion of want
Sir Bryan O'Loghlen because he is a Roman of confidence in the Berry Government was
Catholic, but they were not above trying to . submitted by Sir Bryan O'Loghlen, the
obtain the Catholic vote, and some of them honorable member for Collingwood, the
got in by the skin of their teeth at the last honorable member for Warrnambool, Mr.
election with the aid of that vote. They Murray Smith, and Sir Bryan O'Loghlen
want the question now at issue to be decided were all together; they discussed the matter,
by the' voices, without a division, so that and it was arranged that the motion should
they may be able to say-" We did not put not be gone on with.
the Government out." I again ask~' Why
Mr. M1RAMS.-Did I not say I would
should we be put out?" What 11ave we not support it ?
done to deserve this gentle putting down
Mr. BENT.-You said so three days
stairs, as it is called? Have we ever violated before. But I assert that you were there, at
the constitutional policy which they vaunt the office, on the very day it was arranged
so much about? Every pledge we have that the motion should not be put.
made has been faithfully fulfilled. Through
Mr. M1RAMS.-That is not true.
the peace and prosperity which we have
Mr. BENT .-1 repeat that the honorable
. promoted, members of the constitutional member was with the others on the very
party have become rich, and now they want day it was arranged that the motion should
to go in for a little experimental legislation. not be put.
What a grand victory for the constituMr. MIRAMS.-That was arranged
tionalists it will be if the coalition with the after I left.
honorable member for Geelong takes place!
Mr. BENT.-1 am satisfied with the
vVhat do the Government care about the honorable member's admission that he was
constitutional party? The. constitutional with the others that day. Of course, everyparty, in my opinion, are the constitutional thing was all right as long as the honorable
party just as long as they get the loaves member was there. For myself, all I can
and fishes. What does all the fine talk say is that I was not there, and that I took
about kicking the Government down stairs, no part in those negotiations. But some of
on the plea that they are acting unconstitu- the gentlemen who profess to know nothing
tionally, amount to? What did the Service about what occurred in connexion with the
Government-a constitutional Government negotiations for turning out the Berry Go.
-do after they were beaten by a vote of the vernment, though they really wanted to put
House? They appointed a Judge of the out that Government in any way they could,
Supreme Court-Mr. Justice Higinbotham are now extremely anxious to co-operate with
-and yet the Argus now tells the present the honorable member for Geelong. Who
Government that we must not touch the did more to circulate statements about Mr•
. Woods brake, and that we must not do this Berry than Mr. Service and myself? Who
01' that, because we shall act unconstitucirculated thousands of pamphlets against
tionally if we do. I would like to know Mr. Berry? The Hon. James Service.
who are the constitutionalists that we hear
Mr. SERV1CE.-And so did Thomas
so much about? For twenty months they Bent.
, professed to support the Government, and
Mr. BENT.-Yes, and Thomas Bent
all that time they were caballing for office. believed what those pamphlets said, and he
This remark does not apply to all the does so now.
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Mr. SERVIOE.-And against Mr.
Grant?
Mr. BENT.-I say the same against
Mr. Grant now that I did before. What
I said about both Mr. Berry and Mr. Grant
I believed, and I believe it still. But Mr,
Berry was leader, and Mr. Grant was his
subordinate. I do not object to gentlemen
who have strongly opposed one another
· throwing their arms about each other's neck
and kissing each other, but I protest against
their laying claim to consistency and all
'the rest of it. May I remind those gentlemen who have got so rich under the auspices of the present Government of the
services which the Ministry have rendered
to the country? When we took office, the
district represented by the honorable member for Mandurang (Mr. McColl) was a
barren wilderness-the people living there
'had to cart water to drink a distance of 15
or 20 miles-but now what is it? There
are dams and tanks in nearly all parts of
the district. When the inhabitants were in
· great straits for water, the Government
· despatched water trains to them to relieve
· their necessities. And the people of that
district have sent men into this House,
including Mr. McColl, to support the Government. When that honorable member
addressed his constituents he told them
· what a good Government this was, and that
his friend, the Minister of Water Supply,
had brought water to various parts of the
district. If he had stated on the platform
· that he would turn the Government out,
· the honorable member would not be here
to-night.
Mr. McOOLL.-I never said a word
· against you.
Mr. BENT.-No; the honorable member
got a lot of my innocent friends to support
him. If he had said that he was going to
put the Govel'llment out of office, be would
· have been at the bottom of bis own canal
before now. The same thing occurred in
other constituencies. The only men who
went straight against the Government were
the honorable member for Geelong and his
party. He said like a man that he was
opposed to the Government, and two other
candidates of the same views contested
'the constituency along with him. The
honorable member stated at Geelong, last
Saturday night, that he was sorry they were
, not elected. I can understand manly be, haviour like that, but I cannot understand
. the' crawling conduct of the honorable member for Castlemaine. That honorable member went to Castlemaine, and ,would not say
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whether he was on one side 01' the other.
He stated he had been out of the country
for two years, and that he wanted to see
peace and harmony prevail. The honorable
member also said that the Government had
done good things for the country, but he
never let the country know that he was
going to vote against them. He adopted the
"corrugating" style which he is so able to
assume, and bamboozled the people of Castlemaine to suppose that he was going to
support the Government. The honorable
member for Rodney (Mr. Gillies) professed
that he was going in for a coalition, but he
did not say that it was to be a coalition
with the honorable member for Geelong.
People knew that four of the Ministers were
prepared to make way for the office-seekers of
the constitutional party, and therefore they
supposed that there were to be four new
members in the Government. It was never
for a moment dreamt that Mr. Gillies was
going to coalesce with Mr. Berry. How
could it be supposed that such a coalition
would take place after the things which had
been .said by Mr. Gillies and Mr. Service?
Such political prostitutes were never before
known in this country as the two gentlemen who are now going to join with
the honorable member for Geelong. The
Minister of Public Works has stated that
the Premier lost his seat because he was
a Roman Catholic, but one of the honorable members for Castlemaine (Mr. Patterson), with the audacity with which he is
so familiar, went through the country
stating that the Fenians were to take the
lead, and talked about the Grattan address,
and all that sort of thing. What did the
honorable member care whether it was the
Grattan address or the Timothy Foodlem
address? It was all the same to him. No
one knew better than the honorable member
that the people of this country desire to
d well in harmony together, but he trotted
out the no-Popery cry on various occasions
in order to get the Premier rejected at
West Bourke. Nevertheless, if the constitutional friends of Mr. Staughton had
voted fairly, Sir Bryan O'Loghlen would
have been in the Honse now. The fact is
that Sir Bryan, in his innocence-he does
not know how to cope with these peopleurged his friends to split their votes between
him and Mr. Staughton, but the constitutionalists plumped for Staughton. That is
the way in which these respectable people,
the constitutionalists, treat their friends •
They nrst use them and then drop them
down stairs. I ..shall be curious to see the
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honorable member for West Melbourne (Sir
C. Mac Mahon) and the honorable member
for Geelong together after having called one
another the worst things that two men can
call each other.
Mr. BERRY.-I never called him anything.
Mr. BENT.-What is the use of talking
in that way? The honorable member said
at Geelong that he had never had any hard
words with Mr. Service, but I know the
amount of money which the constitutionalists spent to try and damn the honorable member. It is true that none of my
money ever' went for that purpose. Any ..
tIling I have had to say against him, I have
said slap in the House. I have always said
that whenever the honorable member for
Geelong gave me his word he proved to be a
truthful man. I never wrote or circulated
a squib in my life. I never said a word
against my opponents, because I always believed in the principle of praising them. I
have already said that there are two members of this House who ought to feel proud
to-night. One is the honorable member for
Geelong; the other is myself. I have a
right to feel proud because, notwithstanding
all the statements which have been made in
the Age, and the" slangwhanging" of the
honorable member for West Bourke (Mr.
Deakin) about the jobs in which it is alleged
that I have been concerned, including the
Kensington "job," no one was found to
oppose my re-election at Brighton, where
I have been known for 23 years. With
respect to the filling-up stuff at Kensingtonhill, it is well known that I advocated the
purchase of the freehold, but the Cabinet
decided against me. As a proof that there
has been no "job" about the transaction
into which the Government have entered in
connexion with the matter, I am authorized
to state that the owners of the land are still
prepared to sell the freehold at £325 an
acre-the·price at which it was originally
offered to the Government-with interest at
the ordinary rates, and 5 pel' cent. for their
trouble, the amount which has been paid to
them for the filling-up material being
reckoned as part of the purchase money.
There is not much jobbery about the Kensington-hill business when the new Treasurer can get the freehold by putting down
60,000 notes. The next matter to which I
will refer is the Railway Bill. That measure has been called a bribery Bill, but,
bribery or no bribery, it passed through this
House, and it will have to be again introduced in spite of all that has been written
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about it by the honorable member for East
Bourke Boroughs, Professor Pearson. By
the way, the learned Professor, notwithstanding that he condemned the Bill, tried
a little swindle on his own account by trying to get a railway to Redesdale, where
there is a gap which it would require one
of Lord Rosse's telescopes to see across.
The honorable member, however, now
no longer represents that district. As
to the floating of the £4,000,000 loan,
some of the wise financiers who used to
sell our £100 debentures for £90 have
blamed Sir Bryan O'Loghlen, but what did
that honorable gentleman do? He placed
the loan on the London market at par, the
rate of interest being 4 per cent.; and
already £600,000 has been obtained at that
price, which is a better price than the colony
ever obtained before for its debentures.
Since the honorable gentleman took office
as Treasurer, he has paid off a debt of about
£500,000. Again, when the estimates of
revenue for the current financial year were
submitted, some of the wise financiers said
that they were inflated, but the receipts for
the first eight months of the year are
£30,000 or £40,000 more than the estimate. Sir Bryan O'Loghlen has maintained the credit of the colony, and wiped
off a debt of £500,000 incurred by Mr.
Berry, yet he is now to be gently kicked
down stairs by honorable members who say" Don't take a vote, but decide the question
by the voices." Such is the gratitude of
the great constitutional party. As to the
talk about political patronage, the very men
who cry out against that patronage will
run about for a week to get a gatekeeper
appointed on the railways. I have been
twelve years in Parliament, and during the
whole of that time I have not asked for
appointments in the Government service for
half-a-dozen persons. As to the Railway
department, I defy anybody to say that I
ever appointed a man through political
patronage. I have charged the press £2,700
a year for their railway passes and the carriage of parcels, for which the department
used to receive nothing-a sum sufficient to
pay the annual" screw" of my colleague,
the Minister of Public VV orks and myselfand I have not the slightest doubt this is
the reason why almost every rag of a newspaper in the country has been saying this
and that about me. I have not appointed
a man on the railways unless 'he has gone
through a proper examination, and all the
appointments I have made have been quite
irrespective of the side of the House on
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which the member who recommended them
sat. I may mention that, in the list of
railway employes included in the return furnished at the instance of the honorable
member for Fitzroy (Mr. Tucker), the first
110 appointments were made by the honorable member for Castlemaine (Mr. Patterson). Since that celebrated return was laid
on the table, I have been furnished with a
document, by the Accountant of the Hail way
department, with reference to the appointments in that department, and it contains
the following note : "In the original return there were included,
in addition to the foregoing, 2,196 temporary
labourers, artisans, &c., casually employed."

Why was not this information given when
the return was supplied? Each addition
to the wages of men in the Railway department-if, for instance, a man had his wages
increased from 6s. to 6s. 6d., or from 9s. to
lOs. a day-is set down as an appointment,
and the daily engagement of men by the
yard foreman is also included in the list.
I did all I could to do away with political
patronage, but anyone who is under the
impression that the honorable member for
Castlemaine abolished it is very much
mistaken. That everlasting and grand administrator who ran down the tires of the
wheels of the carriages on the suburban
lines to the thickness of five-eighths of an
inch, until the Jolimont accident occurred,
made more appointments in the Railway
department than ever I did. The honorable
member drained, in fact, nearly the whole
of Castlemaine into the department. If a
board were appointed, and the honorable
member for Portland, who has spoken so
much on the subject of political patronage,
were chairman of it, I would challenge him
to put his finger on any appointment which
I have made in the Railway department
which was not straight and honest. No
one is more anxious than I am to see
political patronage abolished. We brought
in a Bill to abolish it, but honorable members pooh-poohed the measure.. I certainly
am surprised that the honorable member for
Fitzroy should go to the Accountant of the
Railway department behind my back, and
consult him as to how the return which the
House ordered on the motion of the honorable member was to be prepared.
Mr. TUCKER.-That is untrue.
Mr. BENT.-Mr. Lavater informed me
this day-Mr. TUCKER.-The Accountant of the
Railway department communicated with me
by letter asking whether I wanted certain
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information. I replied not to Mr. Lavater,
but to the Secretary of the Railway department, because I did not consider Mr. Lavater's
standing such as to warrant him in communicating with me, except through the Secretary;
and in my reply I stated that the order for
the return was the order of the House ; and
that Mr. Lavater or anyone else in the
Railway department must interpret it for
himself in the best way he could.
Mr. BENT.-This shows that communication was made with the honorable member without my knowledge at any rate. I
may mention that pages and pages of the
return, which professes to be a return of
appointments, are occupied with the names
of employes whose wages have been increased by 6d. per day. Something like
80 of the names are those of men who
became connected with the Railway department on the purchase of the Hobson's
Bay Railway by the State, and whose rate
of pay was assimilated to that of the other
employes of the department by the order of
this House. Yet, during the general election,
these increases of pay were treated by candidates hostile to the Government as so many
new appointments with which I must be
credited. But no honorable member, no
matter on what side of the House, can say
that such a proceeding is fair. The whole thing
is ridiculous. The honorable member for the
Ovens (Mr. Kerferd) stated on one occasion,
with reference to the return, that the compilers made a mistake and printed an Irish
directory. I can tell the honorable member,
who was nearly put out at the late electionwho would have been put out had a certain
person lodged his nomination paper in time,
and who will be put out on the next occasion
-that, as far as the Irish question is concerned, he has obtained a great deal more
prestige from Irish people than ever I did.
I am Australian by birth, I am Protestant·
by religion, and never tried to get the Roman
Catholic vote. But I know the'honorable
member has done so. He has obtained position and power by the help of that vote.
Therefore I say that a joke about printing
an Irish directory comes with a bad grace
from him. I have always treated every section
of the community as Australians generally
do, for we know nothing of Fenianism, or
Orangeism, or the other "isms" which prevail
in older lands. God forbid that such things
should ever be imported. into this country.
Although a Protestant, if a man comes
to my house, I don't care what his religion
or his country is so long as he behaves
himself. But any man who, for the
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sake of political power, is so wicked
-and that term I apply to the honorable
member for Castlemaine (Mr. Patterson)
and the honorable member for the Ovensas to use his position to cause strite to be
stirred up in this fair land, deserves to be
.turned out of this House, as I have no doubt
he will before long. No doubt such persons
as J indicate derive gratification from the
fact that Sir Bryan O'Loghlen has lost his
seat in this House because he is a Roman
Catholic. But, before long, there will be a
revulsion of feeling. Indeed, I believe it has
taken place already. I believe every section
of politicians regrets that that able man,
whetlter a Minister or not, 'has ceased to be
a member of this House. That he is not
11ere is attributable to the low arts adopted
at the recent election by some men in order
to obtain place and pay. Men able to earn
their living apart from politics would not
resort to such dirty tricks. IlIad hoped
that the old barnacles would not have found
a place in this new House, but that they
would be supplanted by young and new men.
We are told that" good steady men" are
wanted in a Ministerial team, and a great
deal of that nonsense. But what has Mr.
Service himself done? I was in a Government with that honorable member when he
advised a dissolution which brought a grand
party to rack and ruin. The members of
the present Opposition declared the honorable gentleman to be a failure as far as
financing was concerned. He brought in a
Tariff, and lle was thrown out because he
stuck to it with what was called stiff-necked
persistency. But honorable members opposite
are willing to forswear all these things in
order that a political millennium may be
brought about-in order that they may live
in happiness with their former opponents.
For my part, I fear this happiness will not
be oflong duration. Let me ask-How many
times has the honorable member for Geelong
(Mr. Berry) denounced the honorable member
for Warrnambool and his former associates
as failures? And has not experience shown
them to be failures? What is the selling
of a £100 debenture for £90 but a failure?
Yet these gentlemen have the audacity-I
can use no other term-to go to their constituents and declare that Sir Bryan O'Loghlen
is a failure because he could not raise the
whole of his £4,000,000 loan at par. And
supposing Sir Bryan had floated the whole
of the loan at the time these sage pMple
say he ought, this country would have had
to pay, before tllis, no less than £80,000 in
the shape of interest, and the banks would
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not have given the Government a cent for
the use of the loan moneys. I have stated
already that Sir Bryan O'Loghlen has obtained £600,000 at par, and I have little
doubt that by to-morrow night the .news
will be telegraphed from London that pretty
well the balance of the loan has gone off at
par. Fault may be found with Sir Bryn,n'
O'Loghlen as a financier-he may be called
a bungling Treasurer-but that is not the
reason he was opposed at the general electioll.
""Ve knew, before the diss'olution, that certain
gentlemen were resolved not to have Sir
Bryan as their leader. They were willing
to take him into their team as AttorneyGeneral, but he did not want their Attorney-Generalship. Some of them probably
want it more than he does because it is to
them a means of livelihood, and they are
for measuring other people's corn by their
own bushel. As to the loan, let me· ask
honorable members to name one single case
of the whole of a loan going off on one and
the same day. If, as my friend, the Minister of Public Works, says, our 4i per cent.
debentures stand at £107, surely it is llOt
much of a bungle to get off £600,000 of a
4 per cent. loan at par. I think it was Mr.
Service who urged at Castlemaine that the
loan should be allowed to go off at £99 or £98
10s.orsomethingofthatsort. But one reason
why our debentures should not be parted
with for less than par is that power is taken
to use the £4,000,000 loan for conversion purposes. The critics of the Government have
carefully refrained from disclosing this fact.
Sir Bryan O'Loghlen is not fit to cope with
men like these; he does not understand
fighting them. If it had been stated that
the Government had power to use the
£4,000,000 loan for conversion purposes,
the impression would not have been created
that it is necessary to raise as much as
£8,000,000 by loan tIllS year. No doubt,
if the balance of the loan is successfully
floated, the grand financiers who have
attacked the Treasurer will seek to take all
the credit of the transaction. Yet history
shows that these gentlemen sold £100 debentures for £90. What else did they do ?
We have only to read " Berry on Service"
and " Service on Berry" to ascertain.
An HONORABLE MEUBER.-Alld " Bent
on Berry."
Mr. BENT. - My opinion as to the
iniquity of the Black Wednesday transactions which caused many good men to be
turned adrift upon the streets, and which
robbed them of the means of livelihood for
themselves and families, remains unaltered.
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Mr. BELL.-What about your own
colleague?
Mr. BENT.-I don't know whether Mr.
Grant was concerned in the transaction or
not, but Mr. Berry was the responsible
party-he was the leader and chief-and, if
he did not believe in the business, he should
have taken the constitutional course, and
resigned. Whoever would have thought
that constitutionalists, after what they said
of him, would now be receiving him with
open arms as one of their colleagues?
Probably there is something in the suggestion that the constitutionalists proposed
this coalition with the hope of ruining the
honorable member and his party; but it
occurs to me that they will not succeed in
doing anything of the kind. I be.lieve that,
if a coalition is formed, the Berry section of
it will not be so helpless as some constitutionalists are inclined to suppose. Instead
of Berry being" swallowed up," the probabilities are that he will swallow up his
new allies. However, I object to so unholy
a marriage; to such political prostitution ;
to the creation of a " Fatinitza" Ministry.
Honorable members will understand what
I mean if they go to the Opera House.
I say that such a species of Mormonism
should not be tolerated in a Christian
country. (Cries of "Divide.") Why
should I be called upon to " divide," while
a man like Sir Bryan O'Loghlen is being
lied out of office? Why don't honorable
members get up and repeat in this House
the charges which they made in the country
during the general election? They made
charges behind our backs. I invite them
now to make the charges, if they have any
to make, to our faces. We have never
shrunk from answering attacks, when fairly
made. We have conducted the business of
the country honestly and fairly as between
man and man. I have stated before that,
months ago, we offered seats to the officeseeking members of-the constitutional party.
This shows that we don't want to hold office.
But we don't want to be lied out of office.
We want somebody to get up and formulate
the charges against us so that we may know
what we have to meet. According to Mr.
Service in moving, and to Mr. Berry in
seconding, the amendment on the address,
Parliament can have no confidence in Her
Majesty's advisers because the country has
declared in that direction. I say the country
has not so declared. Why men have got
into this House under false pretences. As
I have said, when the O'Loghlen Ministry
took office the country was £500,000 in debt.
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Under the policy of peace which the Ministry
inaugurated, that indebtedness was got rid
of. Yve started a water supply scheme
embracing every part of the country, and at
the same time we set aside £200,000 to'
improve the water supply of Melbourne and
the suburbs. The honorable member for
North Gippsland (Mr. McLean) has stated
that the Government have distributed the
public money in the country districts fairly,
and I have no doubt that the honorable
member for Moira (Mr . Hall), if he rises to
address the House, will be able to explain
how the Ministry caused water to flow from
the Broken Creek to the Murray, a distance
of a hundred miles.
Mr. HALL.-Life is too short.
Mr. BENT.-I believe life is too short
to tell of all the grand things done by the
Ministry of "peace, progress, and prosperity." As to the railways and their
management, I have only to mention that
railways are being constructed in all directions, and that since we have been in office
the rates for the conveyance of grain and
agricultural implements have been reduced,
and people are now allowed to travel from
Friday to Monday at excursion fares.
Store cattle are now carried at half rates,
and that means a great concession to the
stockowners in connexion with the fattening
of cattle. Then again, ample accommodation for the reception of grain has been provided at Spencer-street, so that the necessity
no longer exists of carting away wheat the
moment it arrives lest it should suffer from
exposure to the weather in the station yard.
I may add that the whole of the suburban
lines have been duplicated, in consequence
of which the whole of the railway travelling
iminediately around Melbourne can now be
conducted with perfect safety. We imported
carriages from England because local manu··
facturers could not supply them fast enough,
but notwithstanding this the artisans of
Victoria will have ample employment, because orders for rolling-stock to be constructed in the colony have been given to
the amount of £400,000. And here I want
to say a word to the honorable member for
Emerald Hill (Mr. Nimmo). That honorable member is reported to have stated before his constituents that the Government
were spending £140,000 on the construction of engines outside the colony. I know
that the other member for Emerald Hill
(Mr. Macgregor) indulges in wild statements, but I never expected to hear such
assertions from the senior member. As a
matter of fact, we have sent out of the
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colony for only some half-dozen engines, which to OUI' detriment at places where we cannot
are absolutely required, but we have ordered appear to defend ourselves. With regard
from the Phcenix (Ballarat) Oompany en- to what has been called the "Kensingtongines to the value of £145,000. I may men- hill job," I have only to say that, in course
tion that although the Phcenix Oompany of time, the people of that district will bless
contracted to deliver three engines in ten the O'Loghlen Ministry for having been
months, and it is nearly ten months since the means of getting rid of a fever-bed by
the contract was made, as I expected not one use or the filling obtained from Kenhas yet been received. We have fully recog- sington-hill. What else have we done?
nised the fact that protection is the policy To use the words of the honorable member
of the country, and we have provided more for Oastlemaine (Mr. Service), the Berry
employment for colonial artisans than has Government imposed the redgnm, stamp,
been done by any previous Government. beer, tobacco, and other taxes. In fact, it
Large orders for carriages have been given was nothing but a taxation Government for
in the colony. It has been asserted, again the purpose of putting Mr. Berry'S family
and again, by the honorable gentleman who and friends into office. This was the statenow represents East Bourke Boroughs and ment that used to be made; but all is now
by the honorable member for 'Vest Bourke to be forgotten in order that there may be
(Mr. Deakin) in that newspaper of theirs, a coalition of the talents. We took off the
that I gave Pickles Brothers, of Sandhurst, beer tax, and, in conseqnence, the poor man
an order for £70,000 worth of carriages can now get real malt instead of sugar or
without receiving any tender. I have de- some other stuff in Ilis beer. Since we
nied that statement frequently on the floor have been in office, no unemployed men
of this House, and I again deny it. I never have been running about the public offices
gave Pickles Brothers an order for car- asking for work. All is peace among
riages in the absence of a tender. That the people because tIley are well to do.
firm tendered for £80,000 worth of carriages, I ·think I have shown clearly that during
and the tender was accepted, as tenders for the last twenty months this Government has
carriages from Mr. William Williams and done good for the people of Victoria. It has
Messrs. Harkness and 00. have been ac- been suggested that a motion of want of
cepted. After this explanation I trust the confidence should be couched in milder
honorable member for Emerald Hill will do terms than that proposed by the honorable
me justice. I suppose tllat no one who has member for Oastlemaine (Mr. Service) so as
been in office has done so much for Emerald " to let us down easy," but I make honor.
Hill as I have. Not only as a member of this able members a present of the suggestion.
Ministry, but as a member of the Service It seems to me that it does not matter in what
Ministry, I caused low-lying land, which was words the amendment is framed so long as
frequently covered by 6 ft. or 7 ft. of water, the result is "Ont you go." There is another
to be filled up, and with the result that now matter to which I wish again to allude-. The
there are hundreds of comfortable cottages A1'gus yesterday told me that I must not
where there was a regular fever-bed. Most accept any tenders for the Woods brake.
of that work was done when the working That very constitutional Ministry, the Sermen of this colony were out of employment vice Government, of which I was a member,
through the wretched policy of the Berry appointed Mr. George Higinbothama Judge
:Ministry. Then again, there are the im- of the Supreme Oourt after they were deprovements which I effected near the lagoon feated in the House, but we are told that
at Sandridge. I venture to say that, by this Government must not accept a tender
means of works of this kind which I caused because a motion of want of confidence has
to be carried ont, the value of Government been tabled against them. It is strange
property was increased by over £150,000. that what was constitutional in Mr. Service
But for all this other people claim the . would be quite unconstitutional in Mr.
credit which is our due. While I have Bent. I may inform the Argus, however,
been in office I have given all my time that ten days ago, when I brought the
and ability to the discharge of the dnties matter of the brake tenders before the
devolving upon me, and no man can fairly Oabinet, I reminded my colleagues that I
say that I have not done the best with the had promised openly in the House that I
money at my disposal either in the Railway would not accept any tenders or enter into
department or in any other position. And any negotiations on the subject without tJle
I do say that, when all this is tl'lle, it is House being aware of it. In accordance
very hard to have statements promulgated with that promise, I placed the report of the
SEs.1883.-E
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Brakes Board on the table of the House . mentioned represents the interest on about
last week, and the list of tenders to-night. two millions of money. It means relieving
It is very curious to me that whatever re- the working classes of a large amount of
ports are given in favour of the Woods brake, taxation. How long will it be now, with
they are all, according to the A1'g1.{'s, unfair. this playing for office, before the Land Bill
The A1'g~tS used to say that I was a share- is touched? How long will this amount of
holder in the company that owns the brake, money be lost to the people of the country?
Mr. MIRAMS.-As long as you like, so
although I denied the statement a hundred
times. When Mr . Woods took out his patent that we keep the land.
Mr. BENT.-The people are crying out
some years ago, I had a few shares, but it is
well known that when I joined the Service for the Land Bill, and will this new Ministry
Government I parted with them, and since give the people homes on the land in the
then I have had no interest in the company way they desire? I doubt it very much.
whatever. It has pleased some newspaper Then again, what did tIle present Govern.
writers to say that the honorable member ment do for the mining interest? Before
for Stawell was the real Mrs. Bent in the we came into office miners having residence
Railway department, and they have on many areas, if they left their little homes for a
occasions tried to show that some great job time, were liable to have them jumped, but
was going on between the honorable member we gave them a title to the land, down to a
and myself. On the contrary, the honor- certain depth. J n addition to passing the
nble member for Stawell has, perhaps, been Residence Areas Bill we proposed a Sludge
treated rather unfairly, and I maintain that Bill, but the mining members threw it out.
experts-the locomotive superintendents- Again, but for the efforts of a few men to
from the other colonies having been obtained, obtain office the Harbour Trust Act Amendnnd having reported in favour of the Woods ment Bill would have been passed; and the
brake, it is the duty of this House to adopt Harbour Trust Commissioners ha ve admitted
it. I would have no hesitation in recom- that ~ihe present Government have done more
mending that brake in the open House, but for the trust than any previous Ministry that
the .A1'g'lt8 had no right to tell me yesterday has been in office since it was established.
that I was not to accept any tenders, be- When this proposed coalition takes place, I
cause its reporters were informed a week hope its members will lutve a happy anel
ago that the Government did not intend to merry time of it. I have not the slightest
touch the tenders, on acconnt of the pro- doubt that the coalition will have the same
mise we had made to the House. With result as all immoral alliances in political or
regard to the land question, I observe that social life. It will come to a bad end, as all
the honorable member for Collingwood immoral alliances must do, because the Holy
(Mr. Mirams) has dropped the leasing Book so declares. I deny that the people
craze.
of the country have pronounced against
Mr. MIRAMS.-Who told vou that?
the present Government. They have done
Mr. BENT .-1 do not see it in the pro- nothing of the kind. They were under the
gramme of the new coalition Government. impression that they were returning men to
I noticed that during the general election support the Government. Does any honcertain gentlemen went in for stopping orable member mean to say that the people
selection for the present, referring the land ever thought for a moment that the members
question to a commission, and that sort of who have been supporting us for the last
thing. But the people of this country want twenty months were not going to continue
the land question settled, and had it not that support? If we had not been led to
been for a few members of the constitutional believe that such would be the case, would
party, who were interested in the matter, we not have put up candidates of our own,
and would not allow the Government to go and thus learned exactly how we stood? I
on with the Land Bill, we would be now would again remind the House that when
obtaining an additional revenue of £70,000 the Government came into office the country
a year from the land. All that has been was over head and ears in debt--there were
lost.
£500,000 worth of Treasury-bonds flying
Mr. MIRAMS.-Your Premier said that about--and now not only have those been
the loss was only £30,000 or £40,000 per paid off, but the Treasury is overflowing.
annum.
Moreover, when we took office there was
Mr. BENT.-That referred to the mallee not a gallon of water distributed on the arid
country, but I am referring to the whole plains of the north. Now there is plenty of
of the Land Bill. The amount I have water from the Broken river to the Murray, a
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distance of 100 miles, and instead of disease
and poverty there is a smiling population.
Mr. MIRAMS.-Did the Government
bring the rain ?
Mr. BEN1\-No, but by the peace and
quietness we afforded we brought the
people of the country into a prayerful mood
and enabled them to pray for rain. Previously their only occupation was cursing
Berry, but under our reign of peace, progress, and prosperity, they have had time
to pray. Under the present Government
the congregations have been larger, churches
have been springing up in all directions,
and the bazaars which have been held show
how prosperous all classes of the community
have become. When the history of the
last twenty months is written by some future
impartial historian, all these things will be
recorded to the credit of the O'Loghlen
Government, who have had to contend with
difficulties of no mean order, including
attacks from behind them. Some honorable
members appear to think that the Government acted unconstitutionally in not resigning two or three days ago, but authorities show that the proper course is for a
Government to meet Parliament, defend
themselves, and only leave office after a vote
of the House. The FOl'tnightlv Review, in
an article in 1878, observed"Imitating the example of very doubtful
constitutional expediency set by Lord Beaconsfield in 1867, Mr. Gladstone, in the beginning of
1874, resigned without waiting for a formal vote
of want of confidence on the part of the House
of Commons. It is to be hoped that there will be
no further and future imitatiou of this double
precedent. The fiction that the House of Commons is a freely deliberating assembly, judging
after debate, and on the merits of the question
submitted to it, is a convenient and healthy one.
It is vital, indeed, to l?arliamentary rule. Simply
to count up the electlOn returns, and to forecast
future votes by reference to party organization
and candidature, is to make a dangerous approach to the plebiscitary system of government. It is desirable that a Ministry presumably defeated at the polling booths should meet
the House of Commons to which it is immediately responsible, and should keep and lay
down office at its direct bidding. It is the duty
of . . . . . a Government to vindicate its
measures and policy before Parliament, and, in
justifying its conduct in the past, to indicate for
the p'arty it represents the principles by which
it wIll be guided, and the application which it
will make of those principles in the future."
Mr. MIRAMS.--That assumes that the
Government has a party.
Mr. BENT.-There is no necessity.for
any assumption in the case; the extract I
have read justifies the course the Government have taken, and shows that it is in
accordance with the constitutional practice.
If that authority is not enough for the hon-

the honorable member for Geelong, Wl10
stated that he would never a.gain resign ill
the way he did in 1880, but would always,
on any future occasion, meet the House.
The Government having thus followed the
constitutional course, how can it be said that
they cling· to office? We do not want to
cling to office, but we want to vindicate our
policy and to let those who have any fault
to find with us stand up in the House and
do it. We 'met Parliament a few days after
the elections, and in asking for an adjoUl'nment when a motion of want of confidence
was submitted we followed the constitutional practice. If the Government had
resigned before a motion was submitted, how
wonld the Governor have known whom to
send for? He might have made a mistake,
and sent for the honorable member for Mandurang (Mr. McColl) or the honorable member for North Melbourne (Mr. Laurens).
The course we have ta.ken of waiting for an
honorable member to propose a motion of
no-confidence simplifies everything; the Governor knows whom to send for, and the
country knows whom to look to. As matters
stand, simultaneously with the resignation
of the Government will be received a telegram announcing the success of the loan,
and thus the only ostensible reason for displacing the Government-I do not say it is
the real reason-will have fallell to the ground,
and the credit for the success of the loan
cannot be taken by the two talented exTreasurers who are about to join in the coalition, but will be due to Sir Bryan O'Loghlen.
I am sure I can go a long way to congratulate the gentlemen who are about to put us
out of office, and I teU them that if they do
their duty as we have done ours it will be a
grand thing for this great and glorious
country. If the coalition has the effect of
quenching all political feuds, and bringing
the people to live together in harmony, the
motion of no':'confidence will not have been
carried in vain, nor will what we have accomplished during the last twenty months fall
altogether to the ground. Not that on
that account the way the coalition has been
brought about will be any less immoral than
it appears to be now.vVhat I mean is that,
in spite of all tha~ has been done to put us
out of power, or of all the false things that
have been said against us, I shall rejoice
greatly if the union of parties has the effec~
of advancing the colony, and of placing little
Victoria in the van of all Australia. Indeed
I shall do more than rejoice if the result is
to bring about federation-to make the whole

orable member, I could quote the words of

continent a vast united territory that may
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be a real help to England in her hour of
need-or to establish our political affairs
on real instead of rubbishy constitutional
principles. On the other hand, if the coalition eventuates, as I anticipate it will, in
the honorable members left out of the new
Ministry forming themselves into a vexatious Opposition, and also in the revival of
burning questions and ancient feuds, and in
the setting of class against class, it will be
a very sad thing for the country, and people'
will curse the day we laid down the reins
of power, and ceased to administer the
policy that brought peace and prosperity
in its train. No doubt, under such circumstances, we shall find the new Ministry
hurled from power without very much ceremony. Even at the present moment I see
many of those who did all they could last
session to obstruct the course of business,
and who have come back to Parliament only
by the skin of their teeth, still ready to
play their old game under the guise of constitutionalism. Honorable members may
think I have been talking too long, but I
assure them that I have scarcely touched
one of the topics on which I intended to speak.
For example, I have said nothing about the
present management of the Railway department having raised the railway revenue
from about £30,000 to about £35,000 per
week, nor about it having promoted the
interests of every industry and every class
in the colony. We have always gone on
the principle of affording conveniences to
the working people who have to move from
place to place, of letting labour and capital
go hand in hand, and of giving eve.ry one
fair play. I feel convinced that before long
every man and woman in the colony will be
satisfied that the O'Loghlen Government
did their duty faithfully and honestly, and
that there is no foundation for the reasons
we have heard offered why we should resign
our offices. -The people will then know
who are their true friends. As for further
criticising the coalition, I leave that for a
future occasion. The whole community is
watching the action of this Ohamber with
very eager eyes, and honorable members
may make sure that their constituents will
be thoroughly aware of everything that goes
on here, and perfectly prepared to mete out
to them the justice they mete out to others.
The circumstances around us show that it
is quite possible to throw dust into the eyes
of the electors, but that kind of blinding
never lasts long, and the day will soon come
when the unfair play we have had will be
fully seen. Nothing I have ever known in

Mr,Bent.
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experience or history comes up.to what is
going on at the present moment. It seems
to me that a Service-c~tm-Berry Ministry is
something the country will be unable to regard as possible until they see it, and that
when they come to understand the arrangement they will condemn it. As for what
this House will do, that will be shown by
events. The Major knows what a small
body of members can effect-what, for instance, fifteen members did against the
"iron hand"-and perhaps the same sort
of thing will happen again. I thank the
House for listening to me so patiently. I
have only to say further that we will leave
the Treasury bench at least as easily as the
last Berry Government did when we turned
them out. For myself, I am of the British
race, and I never flinch or "say die." I
can never be really beaten, for I know" no
such word. as fail." Some day there will
be a resurrection, for I have faith in the
industrious classes of the community, and
then the country will hear the same watchwords and see the same policy as before.
We have done for the people of Victoria
all that it was possible for men placed as
we have been to do, and the cause of our
death is that our aim has ever been the peace,
progress, and prosperity of the colony.
Mr. BOWMAN.-Mr. Speaker, I wish,
as an independent member, to say a few
words before the vote is taken. It js well
known that I don't belong to the consti.
tutiomil party, but that I am a liberal,
notwithstanding that the Berry party opposed me tooth and nail at the last Maryborough election. That is enough to account
for my independent stand. Weare all aware
that the Government will be dismissed, but,
whether dead or alive, the people will always
owe them a debt of gratitude for having done
more for settlement on the land than any
previous Government ever did. Other Ministries promised much, but what did they perform? Nothing. The O'Loghlen Govern.
ment, however, have shown themselves, up to
the last moment, prepared to go on to the
end in the course they laid down for themselves in the beginning. When they are out
of the way we shall see ho~ this unholy
Service-wm-Berry alliance will work. As
for the honorable member for Geelong (Mr.
Berry), I do not !ecognise him as the head of
the liberal party. There is a great difference
between Berryism al1dliberalism. Berryism
goes in for place and pay, liberalism for
the good of the country. It has ever been
my desire to support liberal measures, and,
as I have said already, my reward has been
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that Berryism set itself against me, and put
forward, as a candidate to oppose me, one
who was, at the general elections of 1880,
on the committee of the constitutional candidate. Much the same thing occurred in
West Melbourne when Berryism proposed
Mr. Nathaniel Levi, an old constitutionalist,
as a representative of the distrjct. The honorable member for Geelong stated not long
since that I had helped to destroy the liberal
party, but I defy him to prove a particle of
his charge. I know that some men will follow
him because they worship him as a little god,
but my motto is ever "Measures not men."
Now his followers at the present time don't
know in the least what measures he will
bring in. How was Berryism and its author
described in the Age only a very short time
ago? Honorable members who turn to the
issue of that journal of the 24th January,
1870, will find the following:"Mr. Berry is by nature a traitor and notorious
office-seeker. He crossed the floor-in the division
that expelled the McCulloch Government-to
vote with the' Noes' and sat with them until
every other member had taken his seat finally.
At the last moment he sprang from his seat, and
returned to the side of the House he had left,
thereby swelling the adverse majority. Had Mr.
Berry never discovered similar tactics we might
be disposed to invent, if the case did not admit of
the discovery of, a justification. But Mr. Berry
has repeatedly played the same game. He lost
Collingwood through his tergiversation, and his
deposit in South Grant by thorough treachery.
. . . By 1?romises of repentance he was once
more permItted to associate with the liberal
party, and his persistent support of the McCulloch Government is traceable to the fact that he
used every effort to induce them to accept him
as a colleague. He even resorted to indirect personal solicitation. . . . We venture the belief-we almost express the hope-that so traitorous,so untrustworthy a politician as Mr. Berry
not be recognised as fit to control three and
a half millions of revenue, the contracting of
loans, the regulations of the public account, and
to have in his hands the public purse. . . .
Mr. Berry is a trimmer, an either side renegade."

,,,ill

Again, the Age of the 22nd May, 1872, d-enounced the honorable member as follows:- "The interpretation :put upon Mr. Berry's resignation was a confeSSIOn of downright infamy.
. . . It is not only a confession of guilt of
some sort, but the silence of his colleagues is an
indication that they also consider him guilty. If
unfit to be an honorable member of the Assembly, even a formal acquittal by the select committee would not, after what has transpired,
rehabilitate his character. The steps taken by
him last night, viz., his resignation of the office
of Treasurer, with the approbatiou of his colleagues, will be held such an indication of selfconsciousness of infamy as will render it ad visable
for him to retire from Parliament altogether, for
a time at least. Setting aside altogether Mr.
Berry's private affairs, we have no hesitation
in denouncing his appointment as politically
infamous."
And about the Same time the Same journal

made the following statement with reference
to him:"He had a father-in-law, who with no sort of
qualification, being, in fact, a superannuated
attorney's clerk, was neVErtheless appointed at
a salary of £350 per annum. Uemonstrance was
in vain. Necessity, besides having no law, in the
estimation of Mr. Berry, does not recognise even
honorable dealing."
Finally, so late as the 13th November, 1882,
the .Age contained this passage : "Mr. Berry's impulsive temperament makes
him so liable to vacillate and change his point of
view at any given moment that his supporters
are al waYF. uncertain where they may find him a
week hence."
What do we find now? This Service-cumBerry combination. For what is it entered
into ? Not for the country's good. I call
the constitutional party cowards for not
forming :1 strong Government anlong themselves when they could have done so. We
all know that, at the present moment, there
is practically very little difference between
constitutionalism and liberalism. Without
doubt a truly constitutional Government
would easily secure the support of the 10 or
15 members who are not constitutionalists,
but whom the honorable member for Geelong
sent candidates to oppose, with the result
that he can now muster only 25 supporters.
Mr. McINTYRE.-He promises 30.
Mr. J30WMAN.-I cannot imagine
where they will come from. I may mention
another matter. The great question with
the candidates who recently went on the
Berry ticket waS the Education Commission j
and I want to know what will be done with
that body? Will the honorable member for
Geelong, when he gets into office, carry out
his hustings threat that he would burst up
the commission at the earliest possible
moment? That is something to be looked
to. I consider the commission have done
good work, and I have yet to believe that
the honorable member for Castlemaine (Mr.
Service) would ever be a party to it being
brought to a premature end. Yet we find both
the honorable members I refer to bracketed
as incoming Ministers-an arrangement to
which, when I think of the number of
liberal members whom the honorable member for Geelong tried to blackball, I feel
utterly opposed. Look at his behaviour to
the honorable member for Williamstown
and also to the honorable member for Stawell,
who was a prominent liberal before the name
of Berry was ever heard of. I wish to say
also that the existing Government deserve
something better than that the sweeping
amendment of the honorable member for
Castlemaine should be carried against them.
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If the time has come for them to retire, the
fact ought to be pressed upon them in a
milder way-say by carrying the amendment
suggested by the honorable member for Maldon. Nevertheless, I shall be sorry if they
go to a division on the question, because,
although I will not vote against them, I
would prefer to see them relinquish office in
the quietest style possible.
The amendment was carried without a
division, and the motion, amended to read
as follows, was agreed to : "That this House do now resolve that a respectful address be presented to His Excellency
the Governor, expressive of our loyalty to our
Most Gracious Sovereign, and respectfully informing His Excellency that his advisers do not
possess the confidence of Parliament."
Mr. SERVICE then moved" That a committee be appointed to draw up
an address to be presented to His Excellency
the Governor upon the foregoing resolution;
such committee to consist of Mr. Berry, Mr.
McLean, Mr. Tucker, Mr. Harper, Mr. Bell, Mr.
Walker, and the mover, and that they do retire
immediately. "
Major SMITH (in the absence of Mr.
BERRY) seconded the motion, which was
agreed to.
The committee withdrew, and, after a
short absence, returned with the following
address : " To His Excellency the Most Honorable George
Augustus Constantine, Marquis of Norman by, Earl of Mulgrave, Viscount Normanby, and Baron Mulgrave of Mulgrave,
all in the county of York, in the Peerage of
the United Kingdom; and Baron Mulgrave
of New Ross, in the county of Wexford, in
the Peerage of Ireland; a Member of Her
Majesty's Most Honorable Privy Council ;
Kmght Grand Cross of the Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and Saint
George; Governor and Commander-in-Chief
in and over the Colony of Victorig. and its
Dependencies, &c., &c. . &c.
rI We, the Legislative Assembly of Victoria in
Parliament assembled, beg to express our loyalty
to our Most Gracious Sovereign, and respectfully
inform Your Excellency that your advisers do
not possess the confidence of Parliament."
. The address was adopted, and was ordered
to be presented to the Governor by the
Speaker and members of the House.
SUPPLY• .
Mr. GRANT moved"That this Rouse wiIl, to-morrow, resolve
itself into a committee to consider of the Supply
to be granted to Her Majesty."
The motion was agreed to.
WAYS AND MEANS.
Mr. GRANT mOved"That this House will, to-morrow, resolve itself
into a committee to consider of the Ways and
Means for raising the Supply tQ be granted to
lier Majesty."
The motion was agreed to.
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the Ministry.

ELECTIONS COMMITTEE.
The SPEAKER laid on the table his
warrant appointing Mr. Bolton, Mr. Coppin,
Mr. Deakin, Mr. McIntyre, Mr. Moore, Mr.
Patterson, and Mr. Service as the Committee of Elections and Qualifications.
The House adjourned at nine minutes
past eleven o'clock, until next day.

;LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
Wednesday, Mm'ch 7, 1888.
The PRESIDENT took the chair at five
o'clock p.m.,and, ill the absence of a quorum,
declared the House adjourned until the
following day.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Wednesday, Ma1;ch 7, 1883.
Personal Explanation: Mr. Bent-Resignation of the
O'Loghlen Ministry - Estimates of ExpenditureElection of Chairman of Committees-Supply: Votes
on Account-Ways and Means-Consolidated Revenue (£587,500) Bill-Temporary Advances Bill.

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past
four o'clock p.m.
PERSONAL EXPLANATION.
Mr. BENT mentioned that, in the A1'U1tS
report of his remarks the previous evening,
he was represented as saying , when predicting that the coalition against the Government would have a bad end, as was the
case with all immoral alliances, "the Holy
Ghost declares it." What he said was
" the Holy Book declares it."
RESIGNATION OF THE MINISTRY.
Mr. GRANT said-Mr. Speaker, I beg
to inform the House that the Government
tendered their resignation this morning, and
that His Excellency the Governor has been
pleased to accept the same. Accordingly
we hold office now only untn the appointment of our successors. I may mention
that Mr. Service has been commissioned to
form an Administration, and, in order that
he may be in possession of funds to enable
him to pay the public creditor and proceed
with public works, I propose to ask the
House, by-and-by, to pass a Supply Bill for
£587,500, and also a Temporary Advances

Bill.
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ESTIMATES.
Mr. GRANT moved that the Estimates
of Expenditure brought down the previous
day be referred to the Committee of Supply.
The motion was agreed to.
CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES.
On the order of the day for the House to
resolve itself into Committee of Supply,
Mr. FRANCIS said-I beg to move,
with the leave of the House, that the honorable member for Creswick (Mr. Cooper) pe
elected Chairman of Committees of the
whole Assembly. I find that in the last
Parliament Mr. Cooper was elected to that
position, on the motion of Sir Bryan
O'Loghlen, seconded by Mr. Grant, on the
order of the day for the consideration in
committee of the Customs Duties Bill. As
far as I can see, the appointment was made
without notice, and, as it is necessary for
the House to go into committee to-night,
I do not see why the course pursued in
the last Parliament should not be adopted
now.
Mr. McINTYRE seconded the motion.
Mr. RICHARDSON.-I submit that
in the House of Commons the usual practice
is-and I think it has been the practice here
except in certain cases-for candidates for
the office of Chairman of Committees to be
proposed only on notice.
Mr. FRANCIS.--According to Hansard,
tIle Speaker of this House ruled, on the
occasion of the last election of Chairman,
that" the most regular course is to submit
such a motion without notice."
Mr. McINTYRE.-Allow me to call
attention to the fact that we are about to
go into Committee of Supply. We cannot
go into committee without a Chairman j
and therefol'e the appointment must necessarily take place now. Moreover, the practice of Parliament shows that the Chairman of Committees can be appointed just
in the same way as the Speaker, without
notice.
Mr. RICHARDSON.-I will appeal to
the Speaker whether it is competent for
us, or in harmony with the practice of the
House of Commons, to appoint a Chairman
of Committees unless notice of motion has
been given? I submit that the practice is
to appoint a temporary Chairman if the
House has to go into committee before notice
of motion for the appointment of a permanent Chairman has been given. I do not
take up this attitude from any objection to
the nomination of my honorable colleague
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in tIle representation of Creswick (Mr.
Cooper).
Mr. R. CLARK.-Then why raise the
objection now?
Mr. RICHARDSON.-The reason I
raise the point of order is simply because
there are a number of candidates for the
Chairmanship of Committees, and they are
waiting to test their position in connexion
with the office.
Mr. WHEELEcR.~They should have
been here to-day.
Mr. RICHARDSON.-Weare in rather
an anomalous position. Parties have not
yet been defined. If the Government had
gone to a division last night, honorable
members would have known something of
the strength of parties j they would have
known to which side they belong. I am
sure the honorable members for Warrnambool and Maldon do not wish to take any
undue advantage, and I submit that, inasmuch as it is a question whether notice
ought not to be given before a permanent
Chairman of Committees can be appointed,
the wiser course would be to appoint a
temporary Chairman on this occasion.
Major SMITH.-I think that, as a
matter of fair play, this (the opposition)
side should be afforded an opportunity of
submitting a candidate.
Mr. McINTYRE.-That side belongs to
this (the Ministerial) side now.
Major SMITH. - Honorable members
who formerly belonged to what was known
as the Berryite party-Mr. FINCHAM.-Where is that party
now?
Major SMITH.-And I believe belong
to that party now, are under the impression
that they have the right to nominate for
the Chairmanship of Committees a man
belonging to themselves. I may mention
that on a former occasion, when the appointment of a permanent Chairman was in
dispute, an honorable member, who was not
a candidate for the office, was appointed
temporary Chairman to perform duties like
those which have to be performed to-night.
The SPEAKER.-On the point of
order, I beg to state that the usual course,
in the House of Commons, is to elect the
Chairman of Committees, without notice,
in committee of the whole. If a difference
of opinion arises, then the Sp9aker is asked
to resume the chair, in order that the ma.tter
may be debated in the House. In this
Assembly, the practice-though not, as far
as my memory serves me, the invariable
practice-has been to elect the Chairman of

Election of

[ASSEMBLY.]

Committees after notice. My own opinion
is that notice is not necessary.
Mr. NIMMO.-I object' to the motion
proposed by the honorable member for
Warrnambool, not that I have any personal
objection to Mr. Cooper, because, when that
honorable gentleman occupied the chair, he
conducted .himself, to my mind, most satis. factorily. But there are young members of
this House who require to be initiated into
a knowledge of the standing orders, and
who have a clear right to be furnished with
an opportunity of acquiring that knowledge.
On a former occasion I had the honour of
moving that Mr. Mason, a gentleman who
had shown very great aptitude for conducting the business of this House in committee, be Chairman. On another occasion
I nominated Mr. Mirams, a gentleman who
is more or less entitled to such a position.
However, neither gentleman was accepted,
and I regret the fact very much, because
when our deliberations are presided over by
it gentleman possessing a knowledge of the
standing orders of the House, and of the
practice and usage of Parliament, a great
deal of valuable time is saved. There is an
honorable member who sits near me-the
honorable member for Kara Kara, Mr.
Dow-who has youth on his side, who
possesses energy and zeal, and who, if
elected Chairman of Committees, I have
no doubt, would address himself to the task
of acquiring the knowledge necessary for a
proper fulfilment of the duties of the office
in a proper spirit, while he would show
fitting consideration for the various members who might have occasion to take part
in debate. I repea,t that I have no objection to Mr. Cooper at all except that I do
not believe in the office of Chairman being
held continually by one and the same person.
I think a change should be made-a change
in the interests of the House, whereby
young memberR would have the opportunity
of acquiring the knowledge which is absolutely necessary for the proper conduct of
public business. With these remarks I beg
to move that Mr. Dow be elected Chairman
of Committees.
Mr. LANGRIDGE seconded the nomi.
nation.
Mr. FINCHAM.-Mr. Speaker, as I
happen to be al1ied to no party--as I stand:
here, so to speak, single-handed-I presume
my opinion on this matter may be taken as
strictly impartial. I rejoice that you, sir,
again hold the office of Speaker of this House,
simply because you have shown your fitness
for the position; and acting on this principle
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I shall vote for the Chairmanship of Committees being filled by a gentleman who has
already shown a capacity for the office. I
quite sympathize with the view of the
honorable member for Emerald Hill (Mr.
Nimmo). At the same time I hold that responsible positions like those of the Speaker
of this House and the Chairman of Committees should be filled 'by gentlemen who
have previously shown their fitness by their
knowledge of parliamentary law and practice,
and their ability to command the respect of
honorable members. Unless they are thus
fitted, how can honorable members be expected to pay submissive obedience to their
rulings? I shall vote for Mr. Cooper simply
because he knows his business. That fact
is admitted even by the honorable member
for Emerald Hill, who thereby furnishes the
best possible justification for Mr. Cooper's
election. I might have ventured to aspire to
the position but for the fact that Mr. ·Cooper
is better fitted for it. Certainly, I think, I
have as great claims for the office as the honorable member for Kara Kara. I believe I have
done the State some service. I must impress
upon the House that it is of the first importance that our deliberations should be
presided over by gentlemen who have the
confidence, and who are able to command
the respect, of those whom they are called
upon to govern. I venture upon these
remarks because I have been quietly ignored
by all parties. I have been punished for
disobeying the mandates of a party of which
I was a most faithful follower. Where is
that party now? They have changed their
position; they have forsaken themselyes ;
and I am glad of it, because it is an admission that Fincham was right, and that he
had the courage of his opinions. I have
still the courage of my opinions, and my
opinion with regard to the Chairmanship of
Committees is that the fittest man for the
office is the one who was first nominated.
Mr. P ATTERSON.-I am at a loss to
understand what necessity there is for
making this appointment to-night. The
honorable member for Creswick (Mr.
Richardson) talks about defining parties,
but I understand that parties are blended
now; and, that being so, I fail to appreciate
the anxiety of the honorable member for
Warrnambool to have a permanent Chairman of Committees appointed merely because it is necessary to pass, this evening,
sufficient votes to supply the needs of .the
Treasury until the new Ministers can meet
Parliament. I think honorable members
are entitled to time to consider the merits
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of the two gentlemen who have been nominated. To propose the appointment tonight is, in my opinion, improper. Mr.
Service will nominate a Chairman of Committees in due time. The nomination will
then come from a proper source. All those
gentlemen who are anxious that our proceedings shall be of a peaceful character
must object to the motion for the appointment of Mr. Cooper, coming from the source
it does, and supported by the honorable
member for Maldon. I trust the new
members of the House will claim the right
to take a little time to consider who shall
be the Chairman of Committees, because
there is no necessity for anything beyond
a temporary appointment now.
Mr. C. YOUNG.-I trust the demonstration we have just witnessed is not an
augury of the kind of peace we are to have
in the future. The honorable member for
Castlemaine (Mr. Patterson) has taken upon
himself to lecture the honorable member for
Warrnambool as to what is proper and
right, but the Speaker, by allowing the
motion of the honorable member for Warrnamuool to be entertained by the House, has
shown that the honorable member is strictly
in order.
The SPEAKER.-The proper course is
to put to the House the name of the honorable member who was first nominated. The
name of the second cannot be put as an
amendment. I will therefore put the question"That Mr. Cooper be appointed the Chairman
of Committees of this House."

The House dividedAyes ...
Noes ...

42
27

Majority for the motion

15

AYES.

Mr. Anderson,
" Bent,
" Bolton,
" Bosisto,
" Bowman,
" Burrowes,
" Cameron,
" R. Clark,
" Connor,
" Coppin,
" M. H. Davies,
" Derham,
" Duffy,
" Fincham,
" Ifrancis,
" Gibb,
" Gillies,
" Grant,
" Graves,
Harper,
" J. Harris,
.. Keys,
SBS. 1883.-F

Mr. Langdon,
" I .. evien,
" McIntyre,
" McLean,
" J. J. Madden,
" W. Madden,
" Officer,
" Orkney,
" Shackell,
" Shiels,
It
C. SmIth,
" Toohey,
" Walker,
" Wheeler,
" Woods,
" Wrixon,
" Yeo,
" C. Young.
Tellers.

Mr. Moore,
" Zox.
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NOES.

Mr. Baker,
" Billson,
" D. M. Davies,
" Deakin,
" Gardiner,
Hall,
" A. Harris,
James,
" Langridge,
" Laurens,
" McColl,
" Macgregor,
1\1 cLellan,
.. ~.fasoll,

Mr. Mirams,
" Nimmo,
It
Pearson,
.. Hecs,
" Heid,
" Richardson,
II
Hussell,
Major Smith,
Mr. Tucker,
" Ur~n,
" A. Young.
Telle1·s.

Mr. Bell,
II
Patterson.

Mr. COOPER, on subsequently taking
the chair, said-I am very much obliged to
honorable members for their kindly feeling,
and the expression of their confidence in
me. This is the third time I have had the
honour of being elected Chairman of Committees; and I trust that as long as I fill
the position I shall do nothing to render
myself unworthy of the confidence which
has been reposed in me, or unbecoming the
dignity of Parliament.
Mr. GRANT.-Mr. Cooper, I beg to
congratulate you on your re-election as
Chairman of Committees, and I have no
doubt that you will discharge the duties of
the office in future with the same impartiality that has distinguished you in the
past.
SUPPLY.
The House then went into Committee of
Supply.
Mr. G RANT- moved"That It sl1m not exceeding £587,500 be
granted to Her Majesty on account for or towards defraying the following services for the
year 1882-3, viz.: -Legislative Council, £250;
Legislative Assem bly, £1,690; the T..ibrary, £440;
Hefreshment Hooms, £165; Chief Secretary's
Office, £2,825; Government Statist, £720; Police, £35,000; Penal Establishments and Gaols,
£10,000; Hospitals for the Insane, £15,500; Industrial and Reformatory Schools, £6,785; the
Observatory, £900; Public Library, Museums,
and National Gallery, £2,865; Government Botanist, £350; Shorthand Writer).. £430; Victorian Hansard, £345; Agent-lieneral, £17;
Audit Office, £1,220 ; Expenses of carrying out
the Land Tax Act, £260; Aborigines, £250;
Friendly Societies, £55; Miscellaneous (Chief
Secretary's department), £1,165; Education,
£94,750; Schools of Design, £250; Miscellaneous
(Education department), £1,150; Their Honours the Judges, £250; I ..aw Officers of the
CrOWD, £2,700 ; Crown Solicitor, £970 ; Prothonotary, £350 ; Master-in-Equity and Lunacy, £610;
Court of Insolvency, £425; Registrar-General
and Hegistrar of Titles, £4,480; Deputy Hcgistrars, £1,000; Sheriffs, £3,735; County Courts,
Courts of Mines, and General Sessions, £4,300;
Police Magistrates and Wardens, £2,800; Clerks
of Courts, £3,080 ; Coroners, £1,045; Treasurer,
£5,500; Government Printer, £3,800; Advertising, £700; Curator of ]~states of Deceased
Persons, £180; Land Forces, £5,000; Naval
Forces, £4,000 ; Charitable Institutions, £15,000;
Subsidy to Municipalities, £155,000; Transport,

58

8upply

Bat.

rASSE:MBLY.]

&c., £250; Unforeseen Expenditure, £250; Miscellaneous (Treasurer), £70; Survey, Sale, and
Management of Crown Lands, £13,500; Public
Parks, Gardens, and H.eserves, £2,000; Botanical and Domain Gardens, £1,200; Extirpation
of Rabbits and Wild Animals, £1,500; Public
Works department, £3,200; Yan Yean Water
Supply, £3,000; Miscellaneous (Public Works department), £300; Works and Buildings, £30,000;
Road Works and Bridges, £5,000; Customs,
£8,535; Ports and Harbours, &c., £4,435 ; Mercantile Marine and Jj'isheries, £300 ; Distilleries
and Excise, £2,360; Powder Magazines, £ 130 ;
Miscellaneous (Customs department), £75; Post
and Telegraph Offices, £41,000; Telegraph Lines,
£3,000; Mail Service, £17,000; Victorian Railways, £39,575; Miscellaneous (Railway department), £600; Mining department, £3,500; Miscellaneous (Mining department), £550; Water
Supply depa!tment, £1,378; Agriculture, Forests,
and Industnes, £615; Grants (Agricultural department), £10,520; Scab Prevention and Diseases in Stock, £1,350. Total, £587,500."

The motion was agreed to, and the resolution was reported to the House and
adopted.
WAYS AND MEANS.
The House went into Committee of Ways
and Means.
Mr. GRANT moved"That, towards making good the Supply
2ranted to Her Majesty forthe service of theyear
1882-3, the sumof £587,500 be granted out of the
consolidated revenue of Victoria."

The resolution was agreed to, and was
reported to the House.
CONSOLIDATED REVENUE
(£587,500) BILL.
The resolution passed in Committee of
Ways and Means was considered and
adopted.
Authority being given to Mr. Grant and
Mr. Bent to introduce a Bill to carry out
the resolution,
.
Mr. GRANT brought up a Bill "to apply
out of the consolidated revenue the sum of
£587,500 to the service of the year 1882-3,"
and moved that it be read a first time.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then read a first time, and
was afterwards passed through its remaining stages.
.
PUBLIC WORKS TEMPORARY
ADVANCES BILL.
The House went into committee to consider the Governor's message on this subject
presented the previous day.
Mr. GRANT moved"That it is expedient that an appropriation be
made out of the consolidated revenue for the
purposes of a Bill to apply temporarily out of
the consolidated revenue, or out of the Railway
Loan Account 1878, certain sums of money towards the completion of certain public works."
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The motion was agreed to, and the re ..
solution was reported to the House and
adopted.
Authority being given to Mr. Grant and
Mr. Bent to introduce a Bill to carry out
the resolution,
Mr. GRANT brought up a Bill "to
apply temporarily out of the consolidated
revenue, or out of the Railway Loan Acco.unt
1878, certain sums of money towards the
completion of certain public works," and
moved that it be read a, first time.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then read a first time, and
was afterwards passed through its remaining
stages.
The House adjourned at twenty-six
minutes past five o'clock, until the following
day.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
Thursday, March 8, 1883.
Presentation of the Address in Reply to the Governor's
Speech-North Yarra Province Election-The New
Ministry - Consolidated Revenue (£587,600) BillPublic Works Temporary Advances Bill- Councll
Elections (1882) Act Amendment Bill: Assent of Her
Majesty-War in Egypt: Address of Congratulation
to the Queen : Despatch from the Secretary of StateNaval and Artillery Forces.
The PRESIDENT took the chair at twenty
minutes to five o'clock p.m., and read the
prayer.
ADDRESS IN REPLY TO THE
GOVERNOR'S SPEECH.
The PRE SID ENT reported that he,
with several members of the House, had
waited upon the Governor, and presented to
His Excellency the address adopted by the
House on Thursday, March 1, in reply to
his speech delivered to both Houses of Pa.rliament, and that His Excellency was pleased
to make the following answer : "MR. PRESIDENT AND HONORABLE GENTLEMEN,

"I thank you for your address, and receive
with pleasure the renewed e~I>ressions of attachment and loyalty towards Her Majesty which
you convey to me."

NORTH YARRA PROVINCE
ELECTION.
TOhe PRESIDENT announced that he
had received a return to the writ issued for
the election of a member of the Legislative
Council to serve for the North Yarra Pro ..
vince in the room of the Hon. T. J. Sumner
(whose seat had become vacant through
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non.. attendance), showing that Dr. J. G.
Beaney had been elected.
Dr. Beaney was then introduced and
sworn, and presented to the Clerk the declaration required by the Act No. 702.
THE NEW MINISTRY.
The Hon. F. T. SARGOOD.-Mr. President, I h~ve the honour to announce that,
in consequence of what transpired in another
place, on Tuesday last, the O'Loghlen
Ministry resigned, and that the following
gentlemen were sworn in this afternoon as
members of the new Ministry : -

J

Premier, Treasurer, and MinisS .
ter of Public Instruction ... Mr. erVlCe.
Chief Secretary and post-} Mr. Berry.
master-General
...
.. .
Attorney-General
... Mr. Kerferd.
Minister of Justice
... Mr. R. S. Anderson.
... Mr. Gillies.
Minister of Railways...
Minister of Crown Lands
... Mr. Tucker.
Minister of Public Works and}Mr De k'
Water Supply...
...
...
. a Ill.
Minister of Mines and AgricUI-} M L .
ture
...
...
...
...
r. eVlen.
Minister of Trade and Customs Mr. Langridge.
Without Office...
...
... Mr. Sargood.

Under these circumstances, I beg to move
that the House, at its rising, adjourn until
Tuesday, April 3.
The motion was agreed to.
CO~SOLIDATED

REVENUE
(£587,500) BILL.
This Bill was received from the Legislative
Assembly, and, on the motion of the Hon.
F. T. SARGOOD, was read a fust time,
and passed through its remaining stages.
PUBLIC WORKS TEMPORARY
ADVANCES BILL.
This Bill was received from the Legislative
Assembly, and, on the motion of the Hon.
F. T. SARGOOD, was read a first time,
and passed through its remaining stages.
COUNOIL ELEOTIONS (1882) ACT
AMENDMENT AOT.
The PRESIDENT announced that he
had received the following message from
His Excellency the Governor : "NORMANBY, Governor.
"The Governor informs the Lee-islative Council that he has caused an Act intttuted 'an Act
to remove doubts as to the validity of the Legislative Council Elections for 1882 Act,' which was
reserved on the 24th July last for the signification
of Her Majesty's pleasure thereon, and which
received Her Majesty's assent on the 30th November ultimo, to be proclaimed in the Victoria
Government Gazette, a copy of which is transmitted herewith.
CI Government Offices, Melbourne,
" 6th March, 1883."

F2
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WAR IN EGYPT.
The PRESIDENT stated that he had
received a message from the Governor,
transmitting a copy of a further despatch
received by His Excellency from the Secretary of State for the Colonies, relative to
the address of congratulation to the Queen,
which was adopted by the Council on
September 19, 1882, on the brilliant victories which had attended Her Majesty's
combined forces in Egypt.
NAVAL AND ARTILLERY
FORCES.
The Hon. F. T. SARGOOD, pursuant
to order of the House (dated December 7,
1882), laid on the table a return relating to
the officers of the naval and paid artillery
forces of the colony.
The return was ordered to be printed.
The House adjourned at five o'clock, until
Tuesday, April 3.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Thursday, March 8, 1883.
Presentation of the Address in Reply to the Governor's
Speech-The New Ministry-Adjournment of the
House for Ministerial Elections.
The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past
fOllr o'clock p.m.
ADDRESS IN REPLY TO THE
GOVERNOR'S SPEECH.
The SPEAKER.-I have to report that
I, this day, waited upon the Governor, and
presented to His Excellency the address
adopted by the House on Tuesday, and that
His Excellency was plensed. to make the
following reply:"MR.

SPEAKER
AND
GENTLEMEN
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY,

OF

THE

"I thank you in the name of Her Majesty for
the expression of loyalty to the Crown which
you convey to me.
"You acquaint me in your address that my
advisers do not possess the confidence of Parliament, and I have the honour to inform you
that I have taken steps which will, I trust, bring
the Government into harmony with the Legislative Assembly."

THE NEW MINISTRY.
Mr. FRANCIS rose and said-Mr.
Speaker, I have just been requested by Mr.
Service to announce that, having been requested by His Excellency the Governor to
form an Administration, he has submitted
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the following names, which His Excellency
has been pleased to accept : Premier, Treasurer, and MiniS-} M S '
ter of Public Instruction...
r. erVlCe.
Chief Secretary and post-} Mr. Berry.
master-General ...
...
Attorney-General
'" Mr. Kerferd.
Mr. R. S. Anderson.
Minister of Justice...
... Mr. Gillies.
Minister of Hn.ilways...
... Mr. Tucker.
Minister of Crown Lands
Minister of Public Works and} Mr. Deakin.
Water Supply...
...
Minister of Mines and Agricul-} M L .
ture
...
...
...
r. enen.
Minister of Trade and Customs Mr. Langridge.
Without Office
...
... Mr. Sargood.

The gentlemen named have been sworn in
to-day, and the seats of those who have
accepted office are accordingly vacated.
Under these circumstances I am desired to
move that the House, at its rising, do adjourn until the 3rd of April, which will
allow of the shortest convenient period for
the elections, considering that Easter week
intervenes.
Mr. W. M. OLARK seconded the
motion, which was agreed to.
The House adjourned at five o'clock, until
Tuesday, April 3.
.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
T'ltesday, April 3, 1883.
South-Eastern Province Election-Assent to Bills-Sessional Arrangements: Days of Sitting: Standing
Committees - Ministerial Explanation - Statute of
Trusts Amendment Bill-University of Melbourne Law
Further Amendment Bill-Privileges of Pa.rliament
Bill.

The PRESIDENT took the chair at twentyfive minutes to five o'clock p.m., and read
the prayer.
SOUTH-EASTERN PROVINOE
ELEOTION.
The PRESIDENT announced that he
had issued a writ for the election of a
member of the Legislative Oouncil for the
South-Eastern Province, in the room of the
Hon. R. S. Anderson, who had accepted an
office of profit under the Orown (that of
Minister of Justice), and that the writ had
been returned with an endorsement showing
that Mr. Anderson had been re-elected.
Mr. Anderson was then introduced and
sworn, and presented to the Olerk the declaration required by the Act No. 702.
ASSENT TO BILLS.
The Hon. F. T. SARGOOD presented a
message from the Governor, intimating
that, at the Government offices, on the 8th
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March, His Excellency gave his assent to
the Consolidated Revenue (£587,500) Bill
and the Public Works Temporary Advances
Bill.

SESSIONAL ARRANGEMENTS.
The Hon. F. T. SARGOOD moved"That Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday in
each week be the days on which the Council
shall meet for the despatch of business during
the present session; and that half-past four
o'clock be the time of meeting on each day; and
that on Wednesday in each week the transaction
of Government business shall take precedence
of all other business."

The motion was agreed to.
STANDING OOMMITTEES.
On the motion of the Hon. R. S.
ANDERSON, the standing committees for
the session were constituted as under : STANDING ORDERS OOMMITTEE.-The
Honorables the President, F. S. Dobson,
W. E. Hearn, O. J. Jenner, and R. S.
Anderson.
PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS OOMMITTEE
(JoINT).-The Honorables the President,
J. Lorimer, J. Balfour, F. T. Sargood,and

W. A.

Zeal.

LIBRARY OOMMITTEE (JoINT).-The
Honorables the President, N. Fitzgerald,
J. Graham, H. Outhbert, and J. Oampbell.
PRINTING OOMMITTEE.-The Honorables F. Ormond, N. Thornley, T. F. Oumming, O. J. Ham, and J. G. Dougharty.
REFRESHMENT ROOMS
OOMMITTEE
(JoINT).-The Honorables W. Pearson,
G. F. Belcher, P. Russell, J. Buchanan,
and W. E. Stanbridge.
MINISTERIAL EXPLANATION.
The Hon. R. S. ANDERSON saidMr. President, I desire to make a short
statement as to the intentions of the Government with respect to the course of
business. In the first place, it is proposed
that the session shall end during the current
month, the only business Ministers have any
idea of bringing under the consideration of
Parliament at the present time being a few
small Bills to continue expiring laws, or to
renew laws that have expired, and the Estimates for 1882-3, with, of course, theAppropriation Bill. The Estimates have all to be
passed, but it is thought that, with strict
attention to business, they may be completely dealt with before the month expires.
It is further intended that, when all that is
accomplished, there shall be a recess for the
purpose of giving the Government time to
consid.er carefully a number of measures
which they propose to introduce during next
. session. Many of those measures are of
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great importance, and will require very careful consideration. For instance, the intended
Bill to reform the civil service by the abolition of political patronage will need a vast
deal of attent.ion. So also will the Bill to
bring the State railways under the management of a board responsible only to both
Houses of Parliament. In short, tho matters the Government propose to ask Parliament to deal with during the next session
are so numerous, and of such moment, that
Ministers feel that they would be wanting
in what is due both to themselves and to
the two Chambers if they were to attempt
to introduce the Bills they have in view in a
crude or undigested form, and therefore
they wish for a recess sufficiently long to
enable them to avoid any mistake of the
kind. At the same time they hope to bring
down the Estimates for 1883-4 early enough
to enable Parliament to exercise its undoubted rights with regard to them, by
giving expression at the proper moment to
its feelings with respect to each item contained in them. I sincerely hope that the
programme I have just indicated will meet
with the approval of honorable members,
and I will conclude by asking for my honorable colleague and myself the same courtesy,
kindness, and forbearance that have, so far
as I can recollect, been uniformly extended
in this Chamber to the honorable members
representing the Government of the day. I
beg to move that the House, at its rising,
adjourn until Tuesday next.
The Hon. F. S. DOBSON.-I wish to
ask the Minister of Justice whether there is
the least chance of onr having real business
before us next Tuesday? Surely it is
highly improbable that the Estimates will
be dealt with elsewhere by then. Under
these circumstances, would it not be well if
we rose for a longer period than one week?
It cannot be desirable that we should meet
only to adjourn. I sincerely hope that in
future this House will have plenty of affairs
to deal with, and that the present Government will manage better in that regard than
their immediate predecessors, including myself, found themselves able to do.
Mr~ ANDERSON.-There is already on
the notice-paper a Bill dealing with the
University of Melbourne, which I hope the
House will take in hand at once, and I am
informed that Mr. Balfour also is ready to
press forward a very important measure
relating to trusts. I think the Council will
do well to attend to both those Bills with
the least possible delay.
The motion was agreed to.

3.J
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PETITION.
A petition was presented by the Hon.
J. A. WALLACE, from the Oxley Shire
Council, praying for railway extension to
Moyhu.
STATUTE OF TRUSTS
AMENDMENT BILL.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR moved for leave
to introduce a Bill to amend the Statute of
Trusts 1864.
The Hon. C. J. JENNER seconded the
motion, which was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read a
first time.
UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE
LAW FURTHER AMENDMENT
BILL.
The Hon. R. S. ANDERSON moved
the second reading of this Bill. He said
-Mr. President, I do not think I need
occupy much time in explaining the nature
and scope of this measure, because it received a great deal of attention at our hands·
during last session. I may state, however,
that, when it is in committee, I will propose
several alterations in it. For instance, I
will move the omission from clause 3, which
relates to the"Vice-Chancellor, of the following sub-section : "Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, he
may, although he is a member of the council,
receive any remuneration that the council thinks
fit to appoint, not exceeding
."

That is a provision which was contained in
the Bill of last session, as it originally stood,
and it is something which the council of the
University will no doubt, at some future time,
when they have sufficient funds ~t their disposal, seek to carry into law, not only because
the rule is one that exists with respect to
older universities, but because it is only just
and equitable that an officer who has a large
number of executive duties to perform should
be remunerated to some extent for his trouble.
Nevertheless, inasmuch as the sub-section
was struck out last session, and is much
disapproved of in certain quarters, I feel
that to propose its re-insertion, even with the
condition that the maximum amount of the
remuneration should not be more than £300
per annum, would give rise to such discussion that the passing of the Bill would be
endangered. Perhaps I will do well if, for
the information of honorable members who
were not in the House when the Bill was last
before us, I mention a few of its leading
provisions. The first is that the Chancellor
shall be elected not by the council as at present, but by tq.e senate, which body consists
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of the whole of the graduates of the U niversity. It is thought that that change would
be very advantageous. It is also proposed
that the Chancellor shall be elected for life
or until he resigns his office, or has been absent from the colony for two consecutive
years; and that he shall be ex officio a member of the council in addition to the ordinary
members. With respect to the Vice-Chancellor the Bill provides that he shall be
elected by the council from its own members.
That, I may state, is the general practice. It
is also proposed that every meeting of the
council for the purpose of conferring degrees
shall be presided over by the Chancellor, or,
in his absence, by the Vice-Chancellor, or, in
the absence of both, by a chairman elected
by the members then present, but that at
every other meeting of the council, the members present shall elect the chairman.
Mr. FITZGERALD.-Even when the
Chancellor and Vice-Chancellor are both
present?
Mr. ANDERSON.-That is a question
which has been fully argued already, and no
doubt it will be again taken into discussion
when the Bill is in committee. The point to
be borne in mind is that the Chancellorship
is essentially an honorary office, while the
Vice-Chancellorship is essentially an executive one. Moreover, it is thought desirable
that no member of the council should necessarily be its chairman. Long experience
has caused the existing council to be almost
unanimous on this head. The only other
important change the Bill has in view is that,
at any meeting of the senate at which any
election is held, a member shall' be enabled
to vote by p~oxy. Hitherto there have been
some doubts on the subject, and clause 5 is
designed to clear them up. Some honorable
members may deem the alterations now proposed to be very small, but the council of
the University view them differently. Indeed, as a member of that body, I may say,
and I am sure Dr. Hearn will concur with
me, that it is of vital importance that the
Bill should pass.
The Hon. J. G. BEANEY.-Sir, I
think the Vice-Ohancellor ought to be
elected in the same manner as the Ohancellor-that is to say by the senate. I would
much prefer that the senate should have the
clear power of election in both instances.
Again, I consider that it would lower the
status of thc University below that of any
similar Louy in the' old country if its degrees
could be conferredl by anyone besides the
Ohancellor, or, ill~ his absence, the ViceChancellor.
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Mr. ANDERSON.-The Bill simply
provides for the event of both those officials
being absent.
Dr. BEANEY.-But I think that such
an event ought never to occur under any
circumstances. I believe Dr. Brownless
has never been absent from his post during
his 25 years of office.
Mr. ANDERSON.-Yes, he has.
Dr. BEANEY.-At all events he has
been most regular in his attendance to his
duties, and has given great satisfaction by
his mode of performing them.
The Hon. C. J. HAM.-Mr. President,
it appears to me very undesirable that the
Ohancellor should be appointed for life.
I would say let him be elected for only a.
period, and then if, at its conclusion, he
happens to be the best man for the post,
let him be re-elected. It is unquestionably
open to every man to become in course of
time the subject of infirmities which render
him unsuitable for any position of importance. My opinion is, in fact, that the
Ohancellor's term of office ought to be
either seven or ten years, and I am disposed
to move an amendment in favour of the
latter period being the one adopted.
The Hon. F. E. BEAVER.-Sir, I quite
concur in the objection just stated. I think
electing the Chancellor for his life-time
would be going too far, and that a limit of
ten years would be quite sufficient. Under
such an arrangement, every Chancellor who
had filled the office worthily for so long
might make almost certain of re-election.
There is another point upon which I would
like a little information. Olause 2 of the
Bill 'provides that the Ohancellor shall be
elected by the senate, but it does not say
that he shall be elected from the senate.'
Will the senate be able to go outside its
own limits for a Chancellor?
Mr. ANDERSON.-Yes.
Mr. BEAVER.-Well, I doubt if that
would be a right thing to do.
Dr. DOBSON.-When Prince Albert
was elected Ohancellor of the Uniyersity of
Cambridge, he was not a member of it.
Mr. BEA VER.-I do not see that the
two cases are analogous. We are not likely
to get a more able and learned body than
the senate, and I think it should elect the
president of the University from within its
own lines. Unless the Minister oE Justice
consents to the alteration of the Bill in the
two directions I have indicated, I shall find
myself unable to vote for its second reading.
The Hon. J. LORIMER.-Mr. President, I beg to move the adjournment of the
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debate. I think that course desirable, in
order to enable the fifteen new members, who
were not in the Chamber when the Bill was
last under consideration, to read the former
debates on the subject, and ascertain how
the points now raised were then met and
discussed.
Thp. motion was agreed to.
The debate was then adjourned until
Tuesday, April 10.
PRIVILEGES OF PARLIAMENT
BILL.
On the motion of the Hon. R. S. ANDERSON, the order of the day for the second
reading of this Bill was discharged from the
paper.
The House adjourned at eight minutes
past five o'clock, until Tuesday, April 10.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
T1tesda.y, April 3, 1883.
Introduction of the New Ministers-Representation of
North Melbourne-Ballarat West Election: Petition
against Mr. Fincham's Return-Elections and Qualifications Committee-Ministerial Explanation-Civil
Service Refonn: Education Department-Assent to
Bills-lIloneys available for Railway ConstrnctionRailway Carriages-Benallrl. and St. James RailwayExpenditure under the Public Works Temporary
Advances Act-Trades Unions Bill-Tramways BillPublic Hcalth Statute Amendment Bill-Political
Patronage-Amendment of the Electoral Law: Single
Constituencies-Health Laws Amendment Bill.

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past
four o'clock p.m.
NEW MEMBERS.
The SPEAKER announced that, subsequent to the adjournment of the House on
the 8th March, he issued writs for the election of members to serve for the electoral
districts of Castlemaine, Geelong, the Ovens,
Rodney, Collingwood, Barwon, Fitzroy, and
West Bourke, in the room of Mr. Service,
Mr. Berry, Mr. Kerferd, Mr. Gillies, Mr.
Langridge, Mr. Levien, Mr. Tucker, and
Mr. Deakin, who had severally accepted
places of profit under the Crown; and that
he had received returns to the writs, showing that all the gentlemen named had been
re-elected.
Mr. Service, Mr. Berry, Mr. Kerferd, Mr.
Gillies, Mr. Langridge, M,·. Levien, Mr.
Tucker, and Mr. Deakin wore then introduced and sworn.
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REPRESENTATION OF NORTH
MELBOURNE.
The SPEAKER stated that he had received a return to the writ for the election
of a member for North Melbourne, showing
that Dr. James Marmaduke Rose had been
elected.
Dr. Rose was introduced and sworn.
I

BALLARAT WEST ELECTION.
The SPEAKER announced that a petition had been presented by Charles Edwin
Jones against the return of George Randall
Fincham for Ballarat West.
The petition was laid OIl the table.
ELECTIONS COMMITTEE.
The SPEAKER laid on the table his
warrant re-appointing Mr. Service and Mr.
Deakin members of the Committee of Elections and Qualifications.
MINISTERIAL EXPLANATION.
Mr. SERVICE said-Mr. Speaker, I
desire to inform the House as to the course
of business which the Government propose
during the present session. In order that
the session may be a very short one, we
propose to limit ourselves to the clearing up
of the business of last session-to the passing of the Estimates, and of Bills to continue such expiring laws as it may be necessary to continue. After that we propose to
take a short recess during which we may
prepare the measures which have been indicated to the country, to some extent, already,
and then to meet the House at an early
period, and go on continuously with those
measures. Having made this intimation,
I don't think I need say anything more on
the present o.ccasion.
Mr. McINTYRE.- I desire to ask
whether this House and the country are to
understand that the Government are resolved on the course of procedure indicated
by the Premier, and expect no opposition?
Small as the present Opposition may be,
I think it is possible to show that it will be
very undesirable to follow the course which
the Premier contemplates. I wish the
Government to understand, at this early
period of the session, that, as far as I am
individually concerned, their ideas are not
to go undisputed. I am sure the Premier
cannot expect that all the work necessary to
be done can be done in two or three weeks,
after which Parliament may go into rCCCRS for
a month or two. Every measure which the
Government propose to carry into law we
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have known all about for years. In fact, so
far as the expression of public opinion is
concerned, there is no necessity for much
debate about anyone of them. Under these
circumstances, I say that the Premier should
be the very last to attempt to delay public
business. The union of parties which now
exists on the Ministerial side of the House
does away with all excuse for delay. My
wish is that the Government should not
delay a moment in proceeding with the
business which the country requires to be
carried into law; and I, for one, protest
against anything of the kind.
PUBLIC INSTRUCTION.
Major SMITH called the attention of the
Premier to a statement in the public newspapers that he had referred to certain officers
of the Education department a scheme already framed for the classification of State
school teachers, and asked whether it was his
intention to deal with the classification of
teachers b('fore it was considered by the
House?
Mr. SERVICE said he mentioned to the
Secretary for Education the intentions of the
Government with respect to the civil service
generally, and to the Education department
as an important portion of that civil service,
and he asked Mr. Brown to have ready a
scheme which he eMr.Service) understood was
already in embryo for the classification of
State school teachers. That was the whole
length which the matter had gone as yet.
He was not aware-probably owing to his
absence from Parliament during the last
two years-whether any promise had been
given that the classification should be submitted to the House; but, under any cir-·
cnmstances, it must be submitted in a Bill
dealing with the Education department or
with the civil service gene~al1y.
ASSENT TO BILLS.
Mr. SERVICE presented a message from
the Governor, intimating that, at the Government offices, on the 8th March, His
Excellency gave his assent to the Consolidated Revenue (£587,500) Bill and the
Public Works Temporary Advances Bill.
NEW RAILWAYS.
Mr. MASON observed that during the
recess the Minister of Railways was reported
to have stated to a public meeting at Essendon that, of the £4,000,000 recently raised
by loan, only some £549,000 would be available for the construction of new railways;
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and he desired to ask the honorable gentleman whether he had since seen reason to
qualify or alter that statement?
Mr. GILLIES remarked that at the
proper time, which would be as early as possible, he would make a statement to tho
House on the subject.
Mr. MASON said he gathered from the
public press that the Treasurer intended to
make a statement to the House with respect
to the financial condition of the colony, and
the amounts already appropriated out of
the £4,000,000 loan, and he would ask the
honorable gentleman when that statement
would be submitted?
Mr. SERVICE replied that he intended
to make _a short statement the following
evening.
RAILWAY CARRIAGES.
Mr. JAMES asked the Minister of Railways whether he would cause the newlyimported railway carriages to be put into
such a state that passengers could travel
without being flooded out? Rain fell that
day as he was travelling from Ballarat to
Melbourne, and, owing to the wind which
prevailed, it was driven into the carriages to
such an extent that the passengers escaped
a wetting only by huddling together on the
lee side.
Mr. GILLIES said the matter would be
inquired into, and, if the carriages were not
water-tight, the necessary steps to make
them water-tight would be taken.
BENALLA AND ST. JAMES
RAILWAY.
Mr. BOLTON called the attention of the
Minister of Railways to the fact that at
present a large quantity of grain was stored
at St. James, and asked whether, before the
Benalla and St. James Railway was ballasted, he would cause that grain to be
carried to market? The necessity for this
course was obvious, because the Engineerin-Chief had reported that the line would
not be open for traffic until July, and the
proceeding was not unprecedented, because
similar action was taken before the opening
of the Shepparton and N umurkah line.
Certainly it would be an in justice to the
farmers if the grain now stored at St. James
had to remain there until July.
Mr. GILLIES stated that the other
honorable member for Moira (Mr. Hall)
had already spoken to him on this subject.
On inquiry he found that, the previous
Saturday, only 150 bags of grain were in
the shed which was erected at St. James a
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little while ago. Whatever could be done
in the way of forwarding grain that came to
the station would be done as soon as the
line was out of the hands of the contractor.
Mr. BOLTON said the Minister of Rail.
ways was misinformed. At present, there
were stored at St. James, irrespective of what
was contained in the shed referred to, no less
than 12,000 or 15,000 bags of grain, which
had been bought by agents, and awaited
transmission to Melbourne.
Mr. GILLIES observed that, as soon as
the line was in a condition to carry traffic,
the Railway department would make all the
necessary arrangements for the conveyance
of grain' awaiting removal.
PUBLIC WORKS TEMPORARY
. ADVANCES ACT.
Mr. GILLIES presented estimates of
expenditure proposed to be incurred under
the Public Works Temporary Advances
Act 1883.
The estimates were ordered to be considered the following day.
TRADES UNIONS BILL.
Mr. RICHARDSON moved for leave to
introduce a Bill to legalize trades unions.
Major SMITH seconded the motion,
which was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
TRAMWAYS BILL.
Major SMITH moved for leave to introduce a Bill to facilitate the construction and
to regulate the working of tramways.
Mr. RICHARDSON seconded the
motion, which was agreed to.
The Bil1 was then brought in, and read
a first time.
PUBLIC HEALTH STATUTE
AMENDMENT BILL.
Mr. LAURENS moved for leave to introduce a Bill to further amend the Public
Health Statute 1865.
Mr. NIMMO seconded the motion, which
was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read a
first time.
POLITICAL PATRONAGE.
Sir C. MAC MAHON withdrew the
following motion of which he had given
notice : " That, in the opinion of this House, the exercise of political patronage towards the minor
branches of the departments of the Government
shall be absolutely abolished."
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He stated that he did so because the Ministry
had already announced their intention of
carrying out the view expressed in the
motion.
SINGLE ELECTORATES.
Mr. BOWMAN moved"That no Government will have the confidence
of this House unless they introduce a measure
to alter the present Electoral Act, 80 that no
constituency shall return more than one
member."

He was willing to abandon the motion if
the Premier would give him an assurance
that he would introduce, this session, a Bill
dealing with the subject. He had been
informed by the Attorney-General that a
measure of the kind was prepared when he
was previously in office, and therefore there
need be no difficulty about the matter.
Mr. SERVICE observed that it was
usual to consider questions of the sort only
immediately before the expiration of a
Parliament. If a change of the kind indicated in the motion were to be authorized,
it would be necessary for honorable members
to go at once to their constituents. A Bill
having exactly the same object passed the
Assembly some years since, though it was rejected by the other branch of the Legislature;
and he was aware that many members of
the Assembly were favorable to the proposal.
They all felt that some considerable change
was required in the matter of electoral
boundaries; and the subject was one which
he thought, when the proper time arrived,
the Government should be fully prepared
to consider.
Mr. BOWMAN asked if anything would
be done in the matter during the present
Parliament? If so, he would be satisfied.
Mr. SERVICE replied in the affirmative.
The motion was withdrawn.
HEALTH LAWS AMENDMENT
BILL.
Mr. COPPIN called attention to the
motion which he had tabled for leave to introduce a Bill to amend the laws relating to
public health. The Bill was a copy of a
measure which was prepared some five or
six years ago, and then" pigeon-holed." It
had been revised by the Central Board of
Health and the local board of health of the
city of Melbourne, and it embodied suggestions emanating from a number of gentlemen who formed an association created for
the purpose of improving the" back slums"
of the metropolis. He gave notice of the
motion before the Ministry had signified any
intention of proposing any amendment of
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the Public Health Act. Of course, the
Ministry had facilities, which a private member had not, for carrying such a measure,
and, ns his d8sire was only to secure a reform
of the Public Health Act, he would be happy
to expl"inge his motion from the notice-paper
on the Ministry expressing a desire that he
should do so. At the snme time, he would
suggest that leave might be granted him to
introduce the Bill, that the measure should
be read n first time, that it should then be
printed nnd circulated, that it should be read
a second time if necessary, and that then it
should be referred to n select committee, by
which arrangement the passage of a complete measure-whether in charge of the
Ministry or not-early next session would
be to some extent assured.
Mr. BERRY said the Bill which the
Government would hereafter submit would
no doubt differ considerably from the one
which the honorable member for East Melbourne (Mr. Ooppin) had given notice of
his intention to introduce. Indeed, he had
already been informed by the Under-Secretary
th:;tt the provisions of the measure which was
prepared some years ago and "pigeon-holed"
would not meet the existing necessities of
the case.
The course suggested by the
honorable member would therefore probably
be inconvenient. It would be better for him
to withdraw his motion, and leave the matter
in the hands of the Government.
Mr. OOPPIN intimated that he would
nct upon the Ohief Secretary's suggestion.
The motion was accordingly withdmwn.
The House adjourn cd nt cleven minutes
pnst five o'clock, until the following day.
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FLOATING OF LOANS.
Mr. LAURENS asked the Treasurer the
following questions : "1. Whether it be true that, so as to float the
recent £4,000,000, the Agent-General has, by
. direction of the late Government, pledged thIS
colony not to borrow more than £2,000,000 in
London during the year 1883 ?
"2. If the colony is so pledged, does the Treasurer intend to take out of the £4,000,000 very
recently obtained for the purpose of constructing railways and other public works, the
£1,800,000 required in excess of the £2,000,000
he is thus allowed to borrow to make up the
£3,800,000 falling due in London, and which
must be paid by the 1st of October this year;
and, if 80, will there be any money available out
of the £4,000,000 loan for the construction of
even only one mile of railway until a further
loan is floated in 1884 ?"
Mr. SERVIOE, in reply to the first
question, said it was a fact thnt a pledge
had been given that not more than
£6,000,000 would be floated by the Government of the colony in the IJondon
market during the current year. This
promise precluded the GOTernment from
attempting to borrow more than £2,000,000
· this yenr in nddition to the loan which had
just been floated.
Mr. MASON inquired whether the pledge
'was given by the Government or by the
Agent-General?
Mr. SERVIOE said it was given by the
Agent-Geneml under the authority of the
late Government. As to the second ques· tion put by the honomble member for North
· Melbourne (Mr. Laurens), he thought thnt
· it would be better to defer nnswering it
until he submitted the financial statement
which he purposed to make Inter in tho
evening.
The SPEAKER.-I think it is desirable
, that sach questions as the latter one should
not be asked.
YAN YEAN WATER SUPPLY.
Mr. NIMMO asked the Minister of Pub.
lie Works when the contmct for constructing a pitchec1 channel from the junction of
Jack's Oreek with the eastern branch of
the Plenty to the nqueduct leading to the
Y nn Yenn reservoir would .expire; and
when the works now under contract for the
diversion of water from the Wallaby Oreek
into the Y nn Yean watershed would be
complttec1 ?
l\1r. DEAKIN intimnted that the contract feferred to in the first question woulU.
expire on the 8th February, 1884, and tllnt
the works alluded to ill the second question
would be completed by the end of June,
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TITLES OFFIOE.
Mr. M. H.DAVIES asked the AttorneyGeneral if it was a fact that the officers in
the Titles-office were collecting for the issue
of certificates of title a greater sum than
the maximum amount authorized by law ;
and, if so, whether he would remedy the
matter?
Mr. KERFERD said that the charge.
for a certificate of title was £1, if the person
obtaining the certificate wished to have it
on paper, but if a parchment certificate was
desired, Is. extra was charged. The payment of the extra Is. was, therefore, purely
optional.
FALLS BRIDGE.
Mr. NIMMO asked the Minister of Public Works when the working drawings for
the new Falls-bridge would be completed?
Mr. DEAKIN replied that the plans and
specifications would be completed by the end
of May next.
RAILWAY DEPARTMENT.
Mr. M. H. DAVIES asked the Minister
of Railways whether he would endeavour
to compromise bona fide claims arising
from railway accidents, and not involve the
Government in expensive legal proceedings
in every case?
Mr. GILLIES said the Railway department had always been anxiuus to save as
much expense as possible in connexion with
claims for compensation arising out of railway accidents, and would be very glad to
make amicable arrangements with claimants
whenever it could see its way to do so.
In connexion with the late accident at Hawthorn there were a great number of claims
for compensation, involving very large sums
of money, and the department considered it
desirable to appoint an independent tribunal
to which the claims might be referred.
Mr. RICHARDSON asked the Minister
of Railways if he would apply the table of
bres adopted on the 7th February, 1883,
for suburban lines, and which came into
operation on the 1st March, to the Ballarat
and Creswick line, or to any other where
there was a similar traffic? According to
the official table (said the honorable member) the fare to East Brighton was 9d. first
class and 6d. second class for a single
ticket, the distance being about 9 miles, and
for a return ticket the charge was lOld. and
7 ~d. respectively. The charge for a single
ticket between Ballarat and Creswick, a
distance of only eleven miles, was 2s., and
for a retul'll ticket 2s. 6el.
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Mr. GILLIES remarked that the subject of the honorable member's question w3tS
a large and important one, and the adoption
of the comse suggested would involve the
loss to the department of a very large sum
of money. It meant the reduction of railway fares all over the colony. He would
require more time for consideration before
he could accede to the honorable member's
request.
Mr. BENT said he desired to call attention to the statement or the honorable member for Creswick (Mr. Richardson), and, in
order to do so, he would ask the Minister of
Railways a question. He begged to ask
whether it was true that the railway fares to
East Brighton were less than those to other
places the same distance from Melbourne?
NQ unfair advantage had been given to East
Brighton, as the honorable member for
Creswick would lead the House to suppose.
The honorable member was inaccurate in
regard to the fares to East Brighton. The
fares were Is. and 9d. for a single ticket.
The SPEAKER.-The honorable member is not in order. IE an honorable member desires information on any subject, he is
entitled to put a question with the view of
eliciting information; but if he is fully informed upon a matter, as the honorable
member for Brighton appears to be in this
case, he is not justified in asking questions
about it in order to make a speech.
Mr. W. M. CLARK asked the Minister
of Railways if he would allow volunteers in
uniform to travel free on all Victorian lines
for purposes of drill or rifle practice?
Mr. GILLIES replied that the Railway
department would be most happy to carry
volunteers in uniform free, if the Treasurer
would put a sum of money on the Estimates
to reqoup the department the expenditure
incurred thereby. That course would be in
accordance with the usual practice in such
matters.
Mr. BOWMAN asked if it was a fact
that Mr. Thompson, late station-master at
Hawthorn, and Guard Hunt, who were tried
for manslaughter in cOllnexion with the
railway accident at Hawthorn, and acquitted,
had not been reinstated; and, if so, was it
the intention of the Minister to re-employ
them?
Mr. GILLIES said the matter was COllsidered by his predecessor, and the decision
arrived at w-as that the department would
not be justified in reinstat,ing the two men
in the positions which they previously occupied. He quite agreed with that view,
but he was not prepared to say that he
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would not give them an opportunity of again
obtaining employment if an opening occurred for placing them in a position where
there would be no risk of loss of life or
damage to property by any act on their
part. Putting aside the late collision at
Hawthorn, both the men were highly esteemed in the department, and it any suitable openings occurred he thought that they
should have a chance of re-employment.
STOCK TAX.
Mr. MIRAMS asked the Premier when
he proposed to invite the House to consider
the report of the Tariff Commission on the
stock tax?
Mr. SERVICE said the recommendation
of the Tariff Commission was a very important one, and the Government had not
yet had an opportunity of considering it.
It was not their intention to ask the House
to discuss the matter during the present
short session.
GIPPSLAND LAKES.
Mr. McLEAN asked the Minister of
Public Works if, at an early date, he would
cause to be prepared plans and specifications
of works required for opening the entrance
to the Gippsland Lakes, in accordance with
Sir John Coode's scheme?
Mr. DEAKIN stated that instructions
had already been given for the preparation,
nt an early date, of plans and specifications
for the works referred to in the honorable
member's question.
PETITION.
A petition was presented by Mr. W.
MADDEN, from the shire councils of Dunmunkle, St. Arnaud, Wimmera, and Lowan,
praying that the Wimmera electorate might
be divided into two electorates, each to return two members.
PUBLIC SERVICE.
DISMISSALS.

Mr. McINTYR~ asked the Premier if
he would, at an early date, appoint a commission to inquire into the cases of the
public servants who were dismissed on the
8th January, 1878, with the view of compensating them, as far as was now possible,
and also for the purpose of considering the
claims of the families of any who had died
soon after being dismissed on that day?
He said that, in the notice he gave, the
words "the day known as Black W ednesday" were written after" the 8th January,
1878," but they were omitted from his
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question as printed on the not.ice-paper.
Probably it was proper to strike them out
in accordance with parliamentary rule, but
he desired to call attention to the fact
of their omission. The present Premier
christened the day in question "Black
Wednesday," and no doubt those words
properly designated it. Moreover, the day
was known in the House and throughout
the country by that title, although the
second Premier in this Government had
called it " Bright Wednesday." He (Mr.
McIntyre) had been accused by one of the two
Melbourne morning journals who supported
the Government of desiring to obstruct
public business by asking the question, but
he had not the slightest intention to do so.
The other journal said he was too late in
the day in bringing the matter forward, but
no fair opportunity of submitting the question had previously occurred. The second
Premier was the head and front of the
Black Wednesday dismissals.
Mr. LAURENS rose to order. He
desired to know whether an honorable
member, in asking a question, was in order
in making a speech containing controversial
statements?
The SPEAKER.-No.
Mr. McINTYRE remarked that, on the
8th of October, 1878, the second Premier,
in reply to a question by the llOnorable
member for Kara 1(ara, in reference to the
case of the Black Wednesday victims,
said"When the Constitution was so reformed that
all danger from dead-locks was over, it would
perhaps rest with Parliament, knowing that at
all events it could do so safely, to consider
whether it would deal in a generous spirit with
the subject."
On the same occasion, the present AttorneyGeneral stated that it "passed his comprehension" that the case of the unfortunate
men had not been dealt with according to
the practice in England when officers in the
public service were dispensed with.
The SPEAKER.-If the honorable
member was proposing a motion on the
subject, he would be quite justified in going
into the matters to which he is now referring,
but he is not entitled to do so in asking a
question.
Mr. McINTYR.E submitted that he was
entitled to a favorable answer to his question,
inasmuch as the author of Black Wednesday and the honorable gentleman who
christened the day were now colleagues in
the same Ministry.
Mr. SERVICE said that the honorable
member for Maldon had suddenly developed
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a new-born zeal with respect to this matter.
His previous silence might be justifiable,
but it was not so clear that l1e was justified
in re-opening the question now. When he
(Mr. Service) was previously Treasurer, he
spent considerable time in classifying, with
the assistance of the officers of the department, the claims of all the gentlemen who
required compensation in consequence of
their dismissal from the public service on
the day referred to. After he left office,
one of his successor;:! placed a sum of money
on the Estimates for the purpose of giving
six weeks' salary to each of the officers in
question, in lieu of their receiving notice
of their services being dispensed with, in
addition to the usual compensation for loss
of office. The honorable member had not
specified any individual cases of hardship,
and the question must be answered in the
negative. It was not the intention of the
Government to appoint a commission for
the purpose alluded to in the question.
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to be taken to prevent the improper omission
of the names of any ratepayers from the
electoral rolls in future.
MALTING IN BOND.
Mr. BOLTON asked the Minister of
Customs if it was his intention to permit
malting in bond?
Mr. LANGRIDGE stated that it was
not his intention to permit malting in bond.
He had not the legal power to do so.
Mr. MIRAMS inquired if the Government would bring in a Bill to amend the
Customs Act so as to give authority to the
Minister of the department to allow malting
in bond?
Mr. LANG RIDG E intimated that it
was not at present the intention of the Government to introduce such a measnre.
Mr. A. T. CLARK remarked that regulations for malting in bond, signed by the
present Minister of Justice, when Minister
of Customs, were published in the Government Gazette, and were now in force.

ELECTORAL ROLLS.
RESIDENCE AREAS.
Dr. QUICK asked the Chief Secretary
if it was correct that the names of a large
Dr. QUICK asked the Minister of Lands
number of ratepayers were omitted from the whether the Government would take steps
electoral roll of the electoral district of Sand- to reduce the upset price of Crown lands
hurst; and, if so, whether he would cause sold down to a limited depth under the
inquiry to be made into the matter? The Residence Areas Act? The 20th section of
honorable member. stated that the question the Act gave the Governor in Council power
was not printed on the business paper in the to sell, down to a limited depth, land occuform in which he gave notice of it. It was pied as residence areas, and also to fix the
the fact that a large number of names were upset price. No arrangement, however, had
omitted from the electoral roll in use for the yet been made to determine the upset price
Sandhurst district at the last election. Many for residence areas. He wished it to be
complaints were made to him on the subject, fixed at a rate more moderate than was
and he was in a position to prove that nearly charged for similar lands where the full freehold was sold. The matter was one of
100 names were left off the roll.
Mr. BERRY said the various electoral great interest to the gold-fields population,
registrars in the Sandhurst district had been and deserved the serious attention of the
communicated with on the subject, and the Minister of Lands.
result of the inquiry would be made known
Mr. TUCKER promised that he would
to the honorable member.
make inquiries, and give the subject careful
Mr. MIRAMS suggested that the in- consideration.
quiry should extend to the whole of the
GEELONG HARBOUR.
electoral districts. He knew that a large
Mr. CONNOR asked the Minister of
number of ratepayers, many of whom had
possessed the franchise for the last 15 or 16 Public Works if provision had been made on
years, were left off the roll which was in use the Additional Estimates to continue the
in the Collingwood electorate at the last cutting of the bar in Corio Bay? The work
referred to in the question was one of great
election.
Mr. BERRY stated that he did not national importance and required the imthink it would be practicable to make a mediate attention of the Government.. A
general inquiry, but'if necessary he would sum of £23,000 was placed upon the Estiobtain information as to the state of the elec- mates by the late Ministry for dredging
toral rolls in one or two districts besides operations, but he was not aware what porSandhurst. Probably the result of these tion of that amount was available for .Corio
inqUiries would be sufficient to enable steps . Bay. He thought that the Government
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ought to provide a special vote to enable the
harbour improvements there to be carried on
as speedily and effectively as possible.
Mr. DEAKIN said there was no necessity
to make any special provision for the work
referred to by the honorable member, as
there were sufficient funds available to carry
on the operations which had been in progress
for some time past.
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
OHAMBER.
ACCOMl\IODATION FOR MEMBERS.

Mr. RICHARDSON said he desired
to call the attention of the Premier to the
crowded state of the Ministerial side of the
House, and tothe inconvenience which honorable members must suffer if that condition
of things continued. He congratulated the
Premier on having such a following, and such
loyal supporters. If room could not be found
for all of them on the Ministerial side of
the chamber, some of them, in order to study
their own comfort, would have to find accommodation by sitting in very bad company on
the other side.
Mr. MASON suggested that the cause
of the complaint of the honorable member
for Creswick (Mr. Richardson) might be
remedied by members in the opposition
corner transferring themselves to the direct
opposition benches, so as to allow that
corner to be occupied by some of the members at present sitting in the Ministerial
corner. (Mr. McIntyre-" We do not want
them here at all.") The members in the
Ministerial corner would be only taking time
by the forelock-anticipating the course of
events by a few months-if they crossed over
to the other corner.
Mr. SERVICE said he might, perhaps,
be able to give the House some very interesting information on this subject. He was in
communication with the honorable member
for Brighton, who sat in opposition, with
the view, if possible, to extend the benefit of
the coalition to the third party, and provide
comfortable accommodation for the whole
of the members of the House, by making
the gangway on 'the left of the chamber
the dividing line between the Opposition
and the Government. If that arrangement
could not be carried out, the Government
would give the whole question their careful
consideration, in the hope of providing
convenient accommodation for honorable
members, as they were well aware of the
importance of the matter.
Mr. WRIXON observed that some of
the members in the Ministerial corner really
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could not find there the reasonable accom.
modation which they required, but he thought
that they had a remedy in their own hands.
It was in the power of those who felt inconvenienced to avail themselves of the accommodation existing on the other side of the
House, and if they changed their places it
would of course be understood that they did
so simply for their personal convenience, and
that the removal did not necessarily imply
any alteration in their feelings with regard
to the Government.
Mr. GRANT said an opinion had been
expressed that there was no opposition to the
present Government, and just now it looked
very much like it. He would suggest that the
old practice be reverted to which prevailed
in the House many years ago. He believed
that formerly there was no such division of
parties as had grown up within the last ten
years. Honorable members-with the exception of the Government and those immediately supporting them-then sat in all
parts of the House, regardless of divisions.
The Premier would probably recollect that
such was the case. (Mr. Service-" I don't
recollect it.") At all events, his own impres-'
sion was that such was the case many years
ago. He would suggest that the House should
be divided simply as between Ministers and
members, and, following that principle out,
that the Ministerial and opposition rooms
should be abolished and the former system
be reverted to. (" No.") He merely threw
out the suggestion in good faith and in the
hope that it would be received in the same
spirit that it was offered in. He did not
believe that the position in which members
sat at present could be regarded as altogether indicating their attitude towards the
Government. Speaking for himself, he did
not wish, from the seat he occupied, to be
considered strictly "in opposition" to the
Government.
Mr. A. T. CLARK remarked that the
matter could be very simply dealt with. If
honorable members possessed any courage
at all, surely they could sit in any part of
the House they found most convenient, and
if they were sincere in supporting the Government, could support it from whatever
part of the chamber they might sit in, just
as faithfully as from behind the Treasury
bench. He had never heard a more childish
discussion than that which had arisen on
this question. Had Members of Parliament
come to that low level that they were afraid
to occupy a comfortable seat lest their constituents should imagine that they were
opposing the Government? It appeared to
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him to be simply idle nonsense to talk about
providing additional benches.
Mr. ZOX said it was all very well for the
honorable member for Williamstown, who
had a comfortable seat, to speak as he had
done, but the honorable members in the
Ministerial corner were very uncomfortable,
owing to the crowding. As it was the parliamentary practice for an honorable member
to indicate his attitude towards the Government of the day by the portion of the
House in which he took his seat, he (Mr.
Zox) thought that the question which had
been put to the Premier was a very pertinent one, and he hoped the matter would
be dealt with in some way that would afford
satisfaction to honorable members supporting the Government. He (Mr. Zox) ~as
completely crushed where he sat.
The SPEAKER.-The Government cannot alter the arrangement of the seats in
the chamber. The matter is one for the
House itself.
Mr. ZOX observed that the Premier
might give an expression of opinion as to
whether, if an honorable member who was
inconvenienced on the Ministerial side of
the House took a seat on the opposite side,
his action in doing so would be regarded as
showing any disloyalty to the Government.
Mr. SERVICE stated that it might be
desirable for the Government to consult the
Speaker as to whether, as was done on a
former occasion, additional sitting accommodation should not be provided for the convenience of members. Speaking for the
Government, he might say that they were
so well disposed towards their supporters
that they wished to have them as near them
as possible.
Mr. BOWMAN considered that the present discussion was rather premature. He
had seen a Government which met the
House with 63 members go out before very
long. Probably the very honorable member who had brought this matter forward
would cross over to the opposition side of
the House soon. There was, howeve.r;, a veI;Y
simple solution of any inconvenience which
might at present exist. The Chief Secretary had said that he had always been a conservative, and the Premier had announced
that he had always been a liberal. If the
former would come over to the opposition
side of the chamber, bringing his conservative followers with him, and the Premier
occupied the Treasury bench, supported by
his liberals, then the House would be pro.perly divided. He (Mr. Bowman) ventured
to say, however, that there would be plenty'
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of room on the Government side of the
House before long, because the present
Ministry, from its want of cohesion, was
really one of the weakest Governments that
had ever held office in the colony. For
his own part, although he sat ostensibly in
opposition, he intended to support any good
measures that were brought forward by the
Ministry.
Mr. LAURENS observed that the previous evening, owing to the crowding in the
Ministerial corner, he was unable to find a
seat, so that he llad to sit on one of the
steps between the benches. Probably that
was the reason why his name had been
omitted from the list of members present
which was published in the Argus of that
day. It was stated that there were 16
members absent the previous day, and, as a
large proportion of them would wish to
occupy seats on the Ministerial side of the
House, the crush, when there was a full
attendance, would be even greater than it
was now.
The SPEAKER.-I may remark on
this suhject that the accommodation in the
House of Commons is not nearly sufficient
for the whole of the members. I presume
that the reason why so little inconvenience
is experienced there is that there are not so
many members, in proportion to the whole
number, who desire to address the House
as there are in this Chamber. The alteration of the sitting accommodation is not
a matter for the Government to deal with;
it is a matter altogether under the control
of the House itself. I will bring the subject before th~ Parliament Buildings Committee, and they will consider and report
to the House whether 01' not it is desirable to increase the accommodation for
members at the expense of the accommodation provided for the public. I am not
aware that the Government can interfere in
the matter at all.
Mr. MciNTYRE expressed the hope
that no alteration would be made in the
seating arrangements of the chamber, simply on account of the present inconvenience,
because he was sure it would not last long.
The fact that, on almost the first night the
Government had met the House, so many
of their supporters were already exhibiting
so much anxiety to cross the floor of the
chamber showed that "the beginning of
the end" had already come. No matter
what measures were sullmitted, there was
no doubt that the present extraordinary
combination could not last long.
The subject then·dropped.
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IRRIGATION.
Mr. TUOKER, in pursuance of an order
of the House (dated November 28, 1882),
presented reports from the Crown lands
bailiffs and other officers relative to irrigation.
MOVEMENTS OF MEMBERS.
The SPEAKER.-Before the business
of the session is entered upon, I desire to
call the attention of the House to the fact
that honorable members seem to have forgotten, for some years past, the requirements
of the 29th standing order, and the practice
of disregarding it appears to be growing.
The standing order is as follows : "No member shall pass between the chair and
any member who is speaking; nor between the
chair and the table; nor between the chair and
the mace when the mace has beeu taken off the
table by the Serjeant."
I may mention that i,he principal error committed is that honorable members pass
between the chair and an honorable member
who is speaking. That is quite contrary to
the rule, and is also very inconveni~nt.
SESSIONAL ARRANGEMENTS.
Mr. SERVIOE moved"That Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday in
each week, durmg the present session, be the
days on which the Assembly shall meet for the
despatch of business, and that four o'clock be
the hour of meeting on each day; and that
no fresh business, except the postponement of
business on the paper, be called on after eleven
o'clock."
Mr. KERFERD seconded the motion.
Mr. McINTYRE moved, as an amendment, that" eleven" (line 7) be omitted,
with the view of substituting "twelve."
He thought that, in the interests of the
country members who came to Melbourne
for the purpose of transacting the public
business, the House should sit later than
had recently been the practice.
Mr. ANDERSON seconded the amendment.
Mr. MASON suggested that the nominal
hour of meeting should be half-past three
o'clock, so that the Speaker should take the
chair punctually at four o'clock, instead of
half-past four. He believed that professional men and others who had business in
the city could attend the House at four
o'clock, and he thought that, if his suggestion was adopted, it would tend greatly to
the transaction of business. He hoped the
amendment would be withdrawn, and that
the Government would agree to the House
meeting half-an-hour earlier each day than
had been the usual practice.
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Mr. WOODS remarked that, as the present was to be a short session, it would
afford a good opportunity for trying two
experiments he had suggested in previous
sessions. The first was that the House
should adopt the practice of the New South
Wales Assembly and have no adjournment
for refreshment, honorable members retiring
to obtain refreshment whenever they pleased.
In this way there would be no interruption
to a sitting. (Mr. Grant-" That is also
the practice of the House of Oommons.")
That was an additional reason for trying
the experiment here during the present
short session, and then it coulC!. be adopted
permanently or discontinued, according to
the way in which the experiment was
found to work. The other suggestion was
that, instead of the business being delayed
at the commencement of a sitting by honorable members putting questions to Ministers,
questions should be called on punctually at
eleven o'clock, and then, if any honorable
member desired to move the adjournment of
the House, for the purpose of discussing a
subject, there would be ample time for him
to do so.
Mr. WALKER expressed the opinion
that it would be extremely inconvenient for
honorable members who were engaged jn
business to attend the House at four o'clock.
Moreover, it would be impossible for the
members of the Tariff Oommission to do so,
as that commission sat on the same days as
the House, and did not adjourn until four
o'clock. What was really wanted was for
a check to be placed on the practice of honorable members moving the adjournment of
the House-a practice which had rendered
every Government for the last two or three
years utterly unable to transact the public
business. If that practice was checked,
there would be no need to infringe on the
refreshment hour. He trusted that the
Standing Orders Oommittee would bring up
a report on the question, and that this new
House would take a firm stand in dealing
with it.
Mr. D. M. DAVIES observed that one
objection to the abolition of the refreshment
hour was that it would compel all honorable
members to dine at the House, lest an important division should be taken in their
absence, whereas many honorable members
preferred going to their hotels or their homes
for dinner.
Mr. WRIXON considered that it would
be well to adopt the motion as proposed by
the Premier. He was afraid that the suggestion that there should be no refreshment
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hour would not work well, although it might
be safely adopted in the House of Commons, where there were 600 members,
so that there could always be an ample
attendance to carryon the business. (Mr.
W oods-" They adopted it in Sydney, with
60 members.") He would like to have
some information as to how the experiment
llad worked there. As to the Victorian
Assembly, his experience was that honorable
members all wanted their dinner at pretty
lUuch the same hour. The suggestion that
questions should not be put until eleven
o'clock engaged the attention of the Standing
Orders 'Committee the previous session, and
they were unanimous in considering it an
excellent suggestion, but the difficulty was
getting it carried out. However, if the
present House was of a different temper
from the last one, the practice might be
introduced, and there was no doubt that it
would work well. But, after all, it depended
entirely on honorable members themselves
whether business was transacted satisfactorily
or not, because, however short the time at
their disposal, honorable members could do
a great deal of work if they tried.
Mr. MACGREGOR' remarked that it
would be desirable to continue the system
of adjourning for an hour for refreshment
at half-past six o'clock. It would be too
long for honorable members to sit in the
chamber from half-past four until after
eleven, without any interval for refreshment,
and, if the health of honorable members was
to be studied, the refreshment hour should
be retained. Now that there was a Government in office that meant work, he would
suggest that a good way of facilitating the
transaction of business would be for honorable members to shorten their speeches.
As to the amendment of the honorable
member for Maldon, he would point out
that, if it were adopted, it would cause
great inconvenience to honorable members
~esiding in the suburbs, as it would prevent them from returning to their homes
by train.
, Mr. McLEAN said he regarded the
suggestion of the honorable member for
Stawell, that questions should be submitted
at eleven o'clock, instead of at the commencement of a sitting, as one well worthy
of the serious consideration of the Government. He was quite satisfied that its
adoption would lead to a great saving of
time, and, in view of the great waste of time
which had occurred during the last few
sessions, he hoped the experiment would be
tried, at all events for this short session.
SEs.1883.-G
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The amendment Was negatived without a
division.
The motion was then agreed to.
Mr. SERVICE moved"That on Tuesda>", Wednesday, and Thursday
in each week, dUl'lng the present session, the
transaction of Government business shall take
Pl"ecedence of all other businp.ss, except that on
Wednesday private Bill business. notices of
motion relating to Bills, and orders of the day.
and notices of motion other than Government
business shall have precedence, in the order
herein mentioned, from half-past four o'clock
until twenty-five minutes past six o'clock, and
that notices of motion, general business, take
precedence of orders of the day, general business.
on alternate Wednesdays."

Mr. KERFERD seconded the motion.
Mr. DUFFY observed that as the present
session was intended to be an exceptionally
short one-to last only about three weekshe would suggest that, in order that as much
public business as possible might be done in
that time, private members, for this session
only, should forego their right to Wednesday afternoons. There were to be only three
Wednesdays during the session, and there
was not the remotest chance of any practical private business being done in such a
short time, so that the only result, if W cdnesday afternoons were devoted to private
members' business, would be a waste of time.
He had always been a strong supporter of
adequate time being allowed for primte
members' business, but on the present occasion he begged to move that all the words
in the motion after" business" (line 4) be
struck out.
1\1.1'. MASON seconded the amendment.
As the motion proposed to limit the time
for the transaction of private members' business to two hours on Wednesday afternoons,
it would be quite impossible during the
present session to get any pri,,"ate measure
through if there was any desire to "stonewall" it. He would remind the Premier
that during the previous session private
members were allowed up to half-past nine
o'clock on vVednesday for the transaction
of their business, and, although he (Mr.
Mason) wished to pass the Legal Profession Bill, he was quite willing that the
time allotted to private members' business
should be given up during the present session, with the view of having the practice
of last session introduced in the following
session.
Mr. MIRAMS expressed the hope that
the Government would oppose the amendment, if for no other reason than that the
Payment of Members Dill, in which all
honorable members were more or less interested, was placed on the notice-paper as
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private member's Bill, and would have to
be discussed during the time allotted to
private members' business. (Mr. Mason"I understood that it was a Government
measure. ") It was nothing of the kind.
A member of the Government had taken
charge of it, but he had done so in his
capacity as a private member, and the Government were known to be divided on the
question of payment of members. In addition to this reason for rejecting the amendment, there were a number of important
motions to be proposed by private members,
including one to be submitted by him (Mr.
Mirams), which should be dealt with as
.
soon as possible.
Dr. QUIOK remarked that the. consideration of the Payment of Members Bill
need not necessarily be restricted to the
time allotted to private members' business,
as the Government could give up a portion
of the time for Government business to its
discussion, and the motion given notice of
by the honorable member for Collingwood
(Mr. Mirams) regarding the land question
could be debated on the order of the day for
going into Committee of Supply. He would
support t,he amendment, because, even if
the motion was carried as proposed, honorable members would not have the slightest
opportunity of bringing on their business, as
the Tramway Company's Bill would take
precedence, and monopolize every Wednesday
afternoon. (" No.") He maintained that,
according to the wording of the motion,
private Bills would take precedence every
Wednesday. (Mr. Gillies-" Every alternate
Wednesday.") He would ask the ruling of
the Speaker whether, under the motion as it
stood, pri vate Bills would not have precedence
every Wednesday?
The SPEAKER.-My present impression is that, under the terms of the Premier's
proposition, private Bill business will take
precedence of general business in the hands
of any private member. (Mr. Gillies-" On
alternate Wednesdays? ") I think on every
Wednesday. It will make no difference
whether the general business be a notice of
motion or an order of the day.
Mr. LAURENS thought the Tramway
Company's Bill could hardly be expected to
monopolize the whole of the time of the
session to be devoted to private members'
business, because, as far as he could understand, the notices given by the promoters of
the measure had been sent in too late, and
could not; therefore, be accepted unless the
standing orders relating to private Bills
were suspended for the purpose.
8.

Private Bustness.

Mr. McOOLL said he hoped that the proposition of the honorable member for Dalhousiewould be utterly disagreed with, seeing
that at least three-fourths of the members of
the House stood pledged to theirconstituents
that they would do something without delay for the relief of the settlers on the Plains,
whose deplorable situation was well known.
In fact, whole districts were at the present
time being deserted by them. When the
late general election took place, there were
at least 1,200 less farmers in Mandurang
than were there during the previous general election in 1880, while parts of the
Avoca di,strict were fast becoming absolutely
depopulated. On the other hand, thousands
of farmers were merely waiting on their
lands to see what steps would be taken to
supply them with water, or whether a Royal
commission would be appointed to inquire
into their case. They hesitated to put a
plough in the ground at all this year until
they knew that they would be helped. Under
these circumstances, there ought to be no
obstacle whatever in the way of calling
attention to their wants.
Mr. HARPER remarked that he thoroughly endorsed the view expressed by the
honorable member for Dalhousie, and trusted
that the Premier would see his way to adopt
it. The Government wanted to dispose of
the public business now in arrear as soon as
possible, and honorable members were bound
to assist them by every means in their power
to accomplish the object. On the other
hand, what private members' business of
importance could anyone hope to see dealt
with in the course of only three Wednesday
nights? The experience of last session was
enough to show honorable members clearly.
that for them to attempt to do anything in
that time worth speaking of during the
present session was out of the question.
Mr. RIOHARDSON stated that he
wished to see the Premier's proposal carried
as it stood. After all, it was only reasonable to assume that the object of the Minister
of Railways in pressing forward the Tramway
Company's Bill this session was simply to
keep it alive; and that he would be perfectly
ready to make concessions with respect to
taking up time with it which would amply
meet the views of other honorable members
with business on the notice-paper. Oertainly no honorable member ought to vote
on the present question with the intention
of delaying Government business when the
House was moved into Oommitteeof Supply.
Two hours per week was not too much to
devote to private members' affairs, and a.

Standing Committees.

Mr. Robertson.

75

member, or simply from the Premier, who
was naturally anxious to save the seat of a
supporter?
Mr. DUFFY observed that he would·
like a little further informatiOl~. Had the
House, or could it have, any de:6.nite knowledge respecting any honorable member's
absence? As far as he (Mr. Duffy) could
STANDING OOMMITTEES.
see, there was no provision in existence for
On the motion of Mr. SERVIOE, the ascertaining whether an honorable member
standing committees for the session were· was present or absent during a session. It
was different with members of the Legisconstituted as under : STANDING ORDERS OOMMITTEE.-Five lative Oouncil, who had each to present
to form a quorum :-The Speaker, Mr. a declaration of qualification every session.
Berry, Mr. Gillies, Mr. O. Young, Mr. In fact, it seemed as though any honorable
Francis, Mr. Kerferd, Sir O. MacMahon, member might be absent from the Assembly
Mr. Wrixon, Mr. James, Mr. Oooper, Mr. during three sessions without losing his
seat. (Mr. Gillies-" If he is not sworn in
Grant, and Mr. Service.
LIBRARY OOMMITTEE.-With power to during the :6.rst session, how can he keep his
confer with the committee of the Legislative seat ?") The case of Mr. Bradlaugh in the
Oouncil :-The Speaker, Mr. Duffy, Mr. House of Oommons was one in point. He
had been a Member of Parliament during
Pearson, Mr. Walker, and Mr. Officer.
PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS OOMMITTEE.- several sessions, yet he had never been sworn
With power to confer with the committee in, and the question that he had in conof the Legislative Oouncil :-The Speaker, sequence forfeited his seat had never been
Mr. Nimmo, Mr. Deakin, Mr. O. Young, raised.
The SPEAKER.-The subject is dealt
and Mr. Woods.
PRINTING OOMMITTEE.-Three to form with both by statute law and by our standa quorum :-The Speaker, Mr. J. Harris, ing orders. Section 24 of the Oonstitution
Mr. Ounningham, Mr. Dow, Mr. Hunt, Act contains the following : Mr. Harper, Mr. Laurens, Mr. Oameron,
"If any member of the Legislative Council.or
Legislative Assembly shall for one entire session
Mr. Hall, and Mr. W. M. Olark.
thereof without the permission of the said CounREFRESHMENT ROOMS OOMMITTEE.- cil or Assembly, as the case may be, fail to give
With power to confer with the committee his attendance in such Council or Assembly
. . . . his seat in the said Council or Asof the Legislative Oouncil :-Mr. Fincham, sembly,
as the case may be, shall thereby become
Mr. Bowman, Mr. Zox, Mr. Burrowes,and vacant."
Mr.Ooppin.
The standing orders referring to the matter
are
as follows : MR. ROBERTSON.
"16. Leave of absence may be given by the
Mr. SERVIOE movedHouse to any member on account of his own

great deal of good might be done in the
time, even - within the next three weeks.
For instance, the Trades Unions Bill which
he (Mr. Richardson) had introduced might
easily bo passed during that period.
The amendment was negatived.
The motion was then agreed to.

"That the honorable member for Pol warth
and South Grenville, Mr. Robertson, be excused
from attendance during the present session,
owing to urgent business necessitating the
honorable member's temporary absence from the
colony."

illness, or of the illness or death of a near relation, or of urgent business, or for other sufficient
cause to be stated to the House.
"17. Notice shall be given of a motion for
giving leave of absence to any member, stating
the cause and period of absence."

He stated that Mr. Robertson was already
on his way back from Emope to the colony,
which he would reach in about :6.ve weeks,
but the present session would, in all probability, be ended some time before then.
Mr. MASON remarked that he had
risen not to oppose the motion, but simply
in order to inquire what was the practice
with respect to applications for leave of
absence. Had the Premier, for instance,
received any communication by telegram or
letter from -the honorable member for Polwarth requesting him to move for this
leave of absence? In short, did the present application come from the honorable

Mr. ZOX asked whether anyone could
be regarded as a member of the House
before he was sworn in ?
Mr. SERVIOE observed that no one
could be sworn in as a member of the House
until he had been elected to become a mem~
bel'. He would be sworn in because he was
a member.
The SPEAKER.-Assuming the honorable member for Polwarth to be not clearly
a member of the House, the motion may be
regarded as simply a measure of precaution
in his behalf. If he is really a member, .
carrying the motion will protect him.
The motion was agreed to.
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Mr. Mirams' Motion

ENGINE-DRIVER BROWN.

'THE LAND QUESTION.

Mr. ZOX moved"That this House will, on Wednesday next,
resolve itself into a committee of the whole to
consider the propriety of forwarding an address
to His Excellency the Governor praying that he
will be pleased to place a sum of money upon the
Additional Estimates for the current financial
:y~ar to compensate 1!~ngine-driver Brown, of the
Victorian Hailways, for the serious injuries he
received while in the discharge of his duty."
He remarked that the facts of the case he
referred to were too fresh in honorable members' minds to need a long explanation.
The poor man in question was in great distress, for he had a wife and family dependent
upon him and he was unable to do a day's
work. In fact, giving him compensation
was a mere matter of right, because other
Government servants injured on the railways had received large compensation, while
he himself had sued for damages and obtained the verdict of a jury in his favour.
That verdict was subsequently upset upon
a technical point, but it was not clear that
the Crown was right under the circumstances
in raising such a point. On the other hand,
the poor fellow had not the means of appealing to the Privy Council. How could
the Government fairly allow a mere technicality to stand between them and a simple
act of justice?
Mr. GILLIES observed that there was
really no necessity for the motion. He
thought he had already informed the honorable member for East Melbourne (Mr.
Zox) that the Government intended to do
something for Brown's relief. The sum of
£100 would be paid to him at once, and
more would be done for him when his case
had been further looked into.
The motion was withdrawn.
Mr. WRIXON begged to call attention
to one or two circumstances connected with
Brown's case which were worth notice. In
the first place, the defence raised to his
action at law was one that would not be
listened to in England for a moment. Indeed it could not be recognised under English law. Matters standing thus, would it
not be well for the Government in future to
consider a little before they defended any
action of the kind on any such ground ?
Here was a poor man who had been fought
by the Crown on a mere technicality, and
cast in costs, whereas in justice the Crown
ought to pay him not only his damages but
his cost:=! as well.
Mr. RICHARDSON expressed the hope
that, in Brown's case, the Government would
carry out the verdict of the jury.

Mr. MIRAMS moved"That, pending ,the production of the ful.1 information respectmg the transfer of selectlOn~,
which is being prepared to the order of thIS
House and pending further legislation upon the
mode ~f disposing of the remaining Crown lands,
this House IS of opinion that all further alienations of those lands, whether by selection or
auction, should at once cease."
He said-Mr. Speaker, honorable members
who were in the House last session will
doubtless recollect that on the 2nd N ovember last I moved for a certain return, and
that I did so on several grounds, which were
then pretty generally understood, but which
I will now recapitulate. During the debates upon the land question that took place
at a previous period of the session, the then
Minister of Lands laid on the table of the
House a return showing the transfers of
selections that had occurred under only one
section of only one of the various Land
Acts we have had in force in this colony,
namely, the 19th section of the Land Act of
1869. That return showed how many acres
had been taken up under that section; how
many of them were subsequently forfeited,
how many had been alienated under Crown
grants, how many were still held under
lease, and how many had been transferred,
and, therefore, so far, as it went, it furnished
much valuable information; but, nevertheless, inasmuch as it referred to only one of
the nine-I think that is the numberdifferent methods of selection we have adopted
in Victoria, it could only be regarded as
insufficient and misleading. Consequently,
I gave notice of a motion for a complete
return which would show the House and the
country exactly what dealings we have had
with our lands as a whole, especially the
portion of them which we have allowed to be
selected in different ways, and enable us to
judge how far the land selected is still in the
possession of those who originally took it up.
I moved for the latter return on the 2nd
November, but, probably in consequence of
the adjournment and subsequent dissolution of the House, none of the statistics I then
called for have vet been laid on the table.
During the late ·elections, however, finding
myself in need of the information in question,
I wrote to the late Premier asking him if
he would supply me with a progress return
to my motion, and the request having been
granted-I may mention that I eventually
received the paper not from Sir Bryan
O'Loghlen, but from the present Minister
of Lands-I desire to lay before honorable
members and the country the state of affairs
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the document discloses, premising that as a
matter of course the figures are still incomplete in several ways. First of all, I
wish it to be known that of the land selected
in Victoria outside the terms of the 19th
section of the Land Act of 1869, and, consequently, outsid~ the millions of acres which
the late Minister of Lands told us last
session had been taken up under that single
provision-to say nothing of the large proportion or them that were subsequently
transferred by the holders-no less than
2,915,127 acres have been handed over by
the original selectors to other parties. I
want honorable members to distinctly understand that these 2,915,127 acres bear relation simply to the working or the various
modes or land selection which were adopted
by the Legislature before the Land Act of
1869 had any existence. Furthermore, the
progress return shows that at the end of
1881-itcould not well go later-16,320,491
acres had been selected under all the Land
Acts ever in force in Victoria, and that out
of that area 2,990,320 acres had been forfeited, leaving a total area finally taken
possession of by selectors of 13,330,171
acres. What, I ask, has been done with
those 13,330,171 acres? In the first place,
it must be borne in mind that none of the
land selections of 1881, 1880, and 1879
lmd, at the date to which the progress
return was brought, reached the stage at
which they could be transferred, because the
rule was then as now that each selector
must reside on his selection for three
years before he could get a lease of it.
Matters standing tlms, I deduct from the
last-mentioned total the 2,373,290 acres
taken up during those three years, which
leaves 10,956,881 acres capable of being
transferred if the selectors chose to follow
that course. The question then arises how
much of the latter area have those who obtained it from the State got rid of, and
passed over to other hands? The answer
is that no less than 5,618,217 acres have
been so dealt with. I am now quoting
merely the figures already furnished by
the late Minister in the return which he
placed upon the table in October last;
and in the progress report furnished in
accordance with my motion of the 2nd
November, and doubtless when the return
is completed, and we know all the facts of
the case, it will be found that instead of
about 5,300,000 acres remaining in the hands
of the original selectors not more than about
4,000,000 acres are still in their possession.
Is that a state of things calculated. tq
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warrant us and the country in continuing
the present system of land alienation for
one day longer? Again, I ask honorable
members to recollect that it is not as if
this system of transfer showed any signs
of stopping. It is not as if the present race
of selectors were a different sort of men from
those who took up land in earlier days.
From all that we can hear, selections are at
the present moment being transferred just
as rapidly, if not more so, than ever they
were. What is the latest return on the sub.
ject that has been obtained from the Lands
department? A paper laid on the table of
the House last session shows that during the
nine months ending March 1, 1882, no less
than 390,000 acres were transferred, 1,730
selectors having during that short period got
rid of their holdings. I have placed on the
business paper a notice of motion asking
for similar information covering the period
that has elapsed since that date, and I have
no doubt, judging from the facts which have
come to me from every side, that when it is
furnished it will show that, while the rate of
selection has dwindled down to 600,000
or 700,000 acres per annum, the rate of
transfer is no less than about 500,000 acres
per annum. So that it would appear that
our system of transfer is almost overtaking
our system or selection, and that if we go
on allowing land to be selected nominally
for farming purposes, but really for the
purpose of handing it over at the earliest
possible date to those who will pay the
highest possible price for it, we shall not be
doing our duty either to our constituents or
. to the country generally. I urge honorable
members to ask themsel ves earnestly whether,
in the face of all this, they will be justified
in continuing the existing system of hnd
alienation for one day longer. The statements I am making are based not upon
theory, or upon deductions of my own, but
upon authoritative returns supplied by the
Lands department, and I believe every unprejudiced man will say with respect to
them that they show a condition of things
which it will not be wise or right to maintain. After all, what harm can be done by
delaying the operation of the present system
of land alienation for a little while? I want
honorable members not to take any step of
a revolutionary kind, or to attempt any
heroic reform, or to adopt the particular
land system which I favour, but simply to
say that the Lands department shall hold
its hand in the matter of land alienation
until the House and the country have
~ro~oughl! considered the whole qnestion,

78

The Land Question.

[ASSEMBLY.]

and decided upon a land policy for the future.
Surely my proposal is not at all unreasonable. Of one thing I am quite sure, namely,
that if the land question was the same as
one of their private affairs, honorable members would not hesitate a moment to take
the course I ad vocate, especially since the
prese.nt session is to be a very short one,
and it will be impossible for the House to
adopt any new land policy of a comprehensive character before Parliament is called
together again. I am aware that, in spite
of the facts I have mentioned, a great many
persons assert that our system of selection
has been a grand success, but on what ground
do they base their argument? They say
that under that system our grain yield has
greatly increased, and that that circumstance,
although we have parted with twice thequantityof land necessary to produce our present
yield, is a complete answer to everyone who
objects to the existing state of things. I am
satisfied that those who argue in that way
do so without knowing fully the facts of the
case-without having taken the trouble of
ascertaining how far the agricultural statistics of the colony bear out their statement.
I propose to put before the House a few figures
in relation to the grain produce obtained
from the land previous to and since the
passing of the Land Act of 1869. It is
taken for granted by a great many people
that because there has been a large yield of
grain during the last three or four yearsbecause so many million bushels of wheat
have been raised and exported-the fact
furnishes a complete justification of the land
system established by the Act of 1869.
But to show the fallacy of this position, I
will call the attention of honorable members
to a few figures in connexion with the
two principal crops raised in the colonywheat and oats. The yield of wheat and
oats, in 1861, was 6,093,000 bushels; in
1863, it was 5,500,000 bushels; in 1867, it
was 8,721,000 bushels; and in 1870, which
was the last year under the old system, it
was 9,458,000 bushels. That yield in the
last year under the old system was never
approached, notwithstanding the 11,000,000
or 12,000,000 acres which were got rid of
under the operation of the Act of 1869,
until 1880. In 1871-the year of the first
harvest after the new system came into
operation-the yield of wheat and oats
dropped to 5,107,000 bushels. In 1872,
the yield was 7,708,000 bushels; in 1873,
it was 7 ,845,000 bush(}~s; in 1874, it was
6,493,000 bushels; in 1875, it was
6,971,000 bushels ; iu 187~,itwas 7,697,OOQ
Mr. Mimms.
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bushels; in 1877, it was 7,573,000 bushels;
in 1878, it was 9,058,000 bushels; and in
1879, it was 8,426,000 bushels. Since
then-during the last three years-I admit
that we have had larger yields than we had
in 1870. But the facts I have stated, which
any honorable member can verify for himself by simply referring to Hayter's Year
Book, show that notwithstanding the rateupwards of 1,000,000 acres per annum-at
which we have parted with our land since
1870, the yield of wheat and oats was not
anything like the yield attained under the
old system, until the year 1880. That being
the case, how can honorable members point
to our yield of grain as a justification of our
land system? Why it is the very reverse.
The system which came into operation under
the Act of 1869 was a system under which
men were taken from land which was largely
productive, and were put on poorer landland which, although larger in area, could
not produce anything like the crops which
their previous holdings yielded. Formerly,
the yield of grain at the rate of 19 or 20
bushels per acre was a common affair j but
since the Act of 1869 has been in operation
an average of 12 bushels per acre has been
regarded as a very good thing. During the
last three years, the yield has not been 10
bushels per acre. Therefore, I contend that,
looked at from an agricultural aspect, to
say nothing about the area that has slipped
from our grasp, the system has not been
so successful as to warrant its continuance.
This must be admitted by every honorable
member who regards the question from an
unprejudiced point of view. By the motion
which I now bring forward, I do not ask the
House to adopt any other system in the place
of that which I condemn-I do not ask
the House to adopt the system which I be.
lieve in, and which, when the time comes, I
shall again advocate. I simply ask the House
to say that until we have complete informa.
tion, until we know exactly how many acres
still remain in the hands of selectors, and!
until the country has made up its mind as tOt
what is the best system to adopt in the:
future, 110 more land shall be alienated undel'
the present system. Is it necessary to.
alienate any more? Who wants to select.
land between this and the time when we,
shall be able again to legislate on the ques-.
tion? An article which appeared in the·
Bendigo Independent, two or three days ago,.
states that selectors in the northern and
north-western districts of tho colony are
leaving their holdings by scores and hUll<-heels ~ u,ud that the local newspapers are.
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crowded with advertisements begging and
praying the public to come and purchase
those selections at almost any price in order
that they may clear out. If that be the
state of the case, how can we want to get
rid of any more land to selectors to be served
in the same way? How can we, with our
eyes open, go through the form of establish.
ing farms-of enabling people to acquire
land on the easiest possible terms-only that
they may sell it to the best purchaser they
can find? It has been said that in the
country districts the proposal to stop alienation is not popular; but I will quote what
a newspaper published in a purely:selectors'
district-the Kara Kara district-has to
~ay on that head. I find the following remarks
in a recent number of the Donald Times : '''The time has now arrived when free selection should be stopped for a period. ,No unprejudiced person can calmly ,examme ~he
present state of our land system w!thout commg
to the conclusion that free selectIOn at present
is but a means of conveying the land from the
State to t.he capitalist, and the purpose for
which it was initiated, viz., the settling· of a
strong yeomanry on the soil, has ,become a ~hing
of the past. In a previous artICle we pOlllted
out how selection was being overdone, and we
will now consider the probable effect of stopping all selection and sales by auction of land
greater than two acres in extent for :five years,
as an experiment,"

Mr. ZOX.-More selected land will be
sold than ever, because it will immediately
become more valuable.
Mr. MIRAMS.-If one effect of preventing the alienation of further Crown
land is to increase the value of land already
parted with, an additional reaso~ is f?rnished for the adoption of the policy WhICh
I advocate. The writer goes on to saye< Free selection has always been a popular cry
with the great majority of people, a~d even ,at
present it is a bold step for a cou~try JournalIst
to oppose it, but that JournalIst )vho, fr?m
monetary motives, fears to express VIews which
he considers good for the colony, though unpopular at the time, is only :fi~ to be the mout,hpiece of a narrow-minded clIque, and that dIStinction we do not covet, We can only account
for the present popUlarity <?f free s,election ,on
the hypothesis that avarice IS a domlllant prlllciple of humanity, and ~hat the t;nuch-a~used
'cockatoo' is inflamed WIth a burnlll deSIre to
become a still more abused 'bloated squatter,
for anyone with ordinary common sense attending the land boards cannot fail being struck
with the few bona fide applicants among the
numher and it is painfully apparent that many
of the~e ap'plicants have neitker sufficient
capital nor (judging by their juvenile appearance) s~fficient physical strength to work a selection, , , , We urge the advisability of preventing the undue accumulation of ,laud br.
stopping selection aud sale by auctlOu untIl
increased population and wealth renders the
time opportune to make another start. In the
meantime we will gain experienee, and b,e also
giving a chance to those whQ ~re DOW childreu
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to ultimately establish themselves OD the soil,
and lay the foundations of homes which we trust
will be the habitations of their posterity for
generations to come,"

I say that the ground put forward by this
writer-that some land should be left for
those who are only children at presentought to be quite sufficient to induce a Hou~e
of patriotic gentlemen, fresh from theIr
constituents, many of whom have pledged
themselves to the proposal to stay further
alienation, to vote for my motion. We may
be told that the revenue will be curtailed if the
motion be adopted; but I say that, if it were
adopted to-morrow, it would not interf~re
with the income derivable from land whICh
has already been alienated, and w~ch is
being paid for by instalments. Those lllstalments would come in year after year as they
are coming in now until the final instalments
were paid; and if, under thes,e ,circumstaI1?es,
our revenue is not in a condItIOn to do WIthout the small addition to it which new selections might afford, what condition w~l it be
in when there is no more land to alienate?
Another argument used by llOnorable members who are in favour of the present system
of land selection is that the large increase in
the export of wool from this colony is a proof
that the system has been a success, as if the
whole of the wool which we export were taken
from the backs of sheep that graze in this
colony. Why, sir, nearly the whole of t~e
increase in the wool exported from thIS
colony consists of wool not obtaine.d f:om
Victorian land but brought from Rlverma,
simply in order that it may be shipped at
Melbourne. There has been hardly any
increase in the yield of wool from our own
sheep.
.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-How do you
know?
Mr. MIRAMS.-The authority for what
I say which is open as much to the honorable ~ember as to myself, is Ha,yte1"s Year
Book. The total export of wool from this
colony, in 1868, was valued at £4,567,000,
of which £800,000 represented wool brought
across the border, leaving £3,767,000 as the
value of the wool produced in Victoria.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-The price of
wool ruled very low in 1868.
Mr. MIRAMS.-I take the price because
it is more convenient, but I am prepared to
stake my argument upon the quantity. In
1870 the value of the wool exported was
£3,205,000, of which £072,000 worth was
from Rivel~iIla, leaving £2,333,000 as the
value of tile Victorian wool. In 1879that is niIl~ years aftet1 this pe~utiful Land

80

The Land Question.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Act had been in operation, during w:hich
we had parted with an additional 11,000,000
acres-the total value of the wool exported
was£5,269,634, of which £2,338,670 worth
was from Riverina, thus leaving the value
of our own wool at £2,930,000; so that
the total increase in the export of Victorian
wool, during the nine years, was about
£700,000. In 1880, there was again a
slight increase. But what I want to impress
upon honorable members is that anyone
who jumps to the conclusion that the total
quantity of wool exported from Victoria is
the produce of Victoria makes a grand
mistake. The difference between 1870 and
1879 as to the total export of wool was
over £2,000,000; but as to our produce, it
was no more, as I have shown, than
£700,000. The defenders of the present
land system, when they are beaten on the
argument as to the area in occupationwhen they can no longer advocate the continuaace of the system on the ground that the
people stay upon and keep possession of the
land-fall back on the contention that the
produce obtained from the land warrants
the system; that, although the system is
not all we would like it to be, it has nevertheless been so good, so beneficial, and so
helpful that the colony would be justified
in continuing it in force even though it
might be necessary, in order to do so, to get
rid of -the land wholesale. But I think
I have shown conclusively that, tested
only by the two items of grain and wool,
the defenders of the system are just as much
at. sea on the question of production as they
are on the question of area. My motion asks
the House not only to stay selection, as regards the country lands, with which I have
been dealing, but also to affirm the principle
that no more land should be disposed of,
either by auction or selection, until we have
had the opportunity of legislating fully
upon the whole question. Honorable members may ask-" 'Vhy do you want to prevent land being sold by auction?" I will
take only one illustration to show why.
This colony is not yet fifty years old ; and
I ask honorable members to compare the
value of Melbourne land now with the price
at which it was parted with by the State
less than fifty years ago. If those who came
to the colony in the early days, and had the
government of the colony in their hands,
had been able to foresee that the Melbourne
of to-day would have been what it is, is it
to be supposed they would have allowed the
site of Melbourne to have been parted with
for the ridiculously small Sum at which it
Mr. Mirams.
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was got rid of? I don't think anyone believes that for a moment. Why the site
of Melbourne at its present value would
realize, in ground rents, nearly enough money
to carryon the government of this colony,
without any taxation at all, let alone the
rents from country lands. Well, if those
who came here fifty years ago, with very
small means of information, and with no
thought that Melbourne would become such
a city as we stand in to-night, did an unwise
thing in parting with the fee-simple of
Melbourne for the small sum they got for it,
how much more unwise will it be for us,
with all the light of present circumstances
around us, to sell another acre or half-acre
of land in the neighbourhood of Melbourne.
Honorable members know that between the
city and the Bay we have, on the right, the
West Melbourne Swamp, and, on the left,
the Sandridge and Emerald Hill flats
stretching away to the water's edge, and
covering an area of something like 1,500
acres.
Mr. NIMMO.-The area is 2,040 acres.
Mr. MIRAMS.-I am thankful for the
correction, for it makes my a.rgument all
the stronger. I a.sk whether there is any
man who will assert that that 2,040 acres
will not be as valuable fifty years hence as
the site we now stand upon? I venture to
say that, fifty years hence, the Spencerstreet railway station, instead of being on
the outskirts, will be in the centre of the
city; and that on the swamp and the flats
I refer to we will have docks rivalling the
West India docks in London, and also
manufactories and warehouses beyond number. The financial work of the colony will
doubtless then be done in the part of Melbourne where it is done now-the banks,
insurance offices, and solicitors' chambers
may remain where they are-but the manual
work of the colony will be done in the
localities I mention, which will become a
hive of industry, and land there will be almost, if not quite, as valuable as Collinsstreet and Bourke-street sites are to-day.
Well, I ask, with the lesi30n of the past
before us, are we going to repeat the folly
-in our case it would be worse than folly,
it would be a crime-of those who lived
fifty years ago, and dispose of these areas
for a mere song? I say that the Parliament and the people who agree to that
will do an injustice to the succeeding generation; and I will not have my name handed
down to posterity as that of a man who was
willing to sacrifice the interests of the
future for the convenience of the present.
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On these grounds, I ask every honorable
member to agree to the motion which I
have tabled. Honorable members are aware
that just before the general election I and
other honorable members, finding there was
no chance in the then state of public opinion
to secure approval of the leasing system
right out at the ballot-box, and desiring
that the country should have time to think
about this question, and make up its mind
as to which was the best policy to pursue,
took the initiative to establish a league, to
be called the" Land Reservation League."
And I am told, for I was not present, being
absent at Sydney at the time, that previous
to the members of the last Parliament
going before their constituents, the liberal
members met on these premises, and determined that the reservation of the puhliclands
should be one of the planks of the platform
they would submit to the country. That
being the case, I say that every member of the
liberal party who went to his constituents,
and was returned to this House, on that
ground, is pledged to support my proposal.
Mr. McINTYRE.-No more than he is
pledged to support Mr. Service.
Mr. MIRAMS.-I don't know what their
allegiance to Mr. Service may be, and I
don't care. I am dealing with a broad
public question, apart from men altogether.
Everybody knows that the members of the
Cabinet are divided upon this question, and
therefore that it need not be made a Cabinet
question' at all. Surely the question is one
upon which honorable members can exercise
their individual opinion, and vote according
to their convictions and their pledges to
their constituents, without making it a party
or Cabinet matter. If the motion be carried,
it cannot override an Act of Parliament; it
can be taken simply as an instruction from
this House to the Government that they
should bring in, next session, a short Bill,
pending full legislation, to stop alienation.
One of the principal arguments brought by
the opponents of the leasing system against
that system is that, so much of the land
having been parted with, there is no use in
quarrelling about what is left; . and the
alienation of every additional acre that the
Crown is allowed to part with adds weight
to that argument if it has any weight at
all. Therefore I say that every man who
went before his constituents as a supporter
of the leasing principle is bound to support
the motion, because it only pledges him to
keep what land we have until there is time
to consider what is the best thing to be
done with it. While some members of the
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Ministry are opposed to the leasing system,
there are others who are in favour of it, and
I claim the votes of those members for my
motion. I am not asking them to do anything to disturb the harmony of the present
peaceful coalition, because each and every
member of the Government is at perfect
liberty to vote on the land question in accordance with his own convictions, without
reference to Cabinet or party ties. In fact,
as I understand, there are no party ties
whatever. I claim the vote of the Minister
of Lands and of the Minister of Public
Works. Those honorable gentlemen, it is
well known, are not only in faVOur of the
reservation of the land, but they are declared
exponents of the leasing system. I do not
claim the vote of ·my honorable colleague,
the Minister of Customs, because he has
always declared himself opposed to the
leasing system. Whether he declared himself, at the general election, in favour of the
reservation of the land at this stage I am
not prepared to say, but he was a prominent
member of the organization that worked the
election for the liberal party; and, as I
understand that all the liberal party were
pledged to that principle, I am free to conclude that my collea.gue is also pledged to
vote for the reservation of the land from
alienation. With regard to the Chief Secretary, I don't know whether I can claim his
vote. He has been very guarded in his
expressions on this question. Once-in
1875-in a weak and wishy-washy way, he
said he was in favour of leasing. When
the question of leasing has been before the
House since, he has not declared himself on
either the one side or the other; but I understand that, when he was before his constituents at Geelong, recently, he declared
himself in favour of the policy that the party
in caucus adopted, stating that he would be
one to prevent any more alienation of Crown
land until full information was obtained on
the question. I say that we have not full
information. The progress report which I
have brought under the notice of this House
~o-night proves that we have not full information, and the information we have
makes it all the more necessary that it
should he full and complete before we proceed to deal with the question. There is
another reason why I do not know whether
I can claim the Chief Secretary's vote. I
notice that, in a speech which the honorable
gentleman made the other night, at a banquet given to a recently-elected member of
the Upper House (Dr. Beaney), he laid down
quite a new point of departure in relation to
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public matters. He said that, in politics,
he was a " thorough "man. A" thorough
man," Mr. Speaker; and the plain inference
is that in other things he is not a thorough
man-that he is only a half-and-balf man
in everything outside politics. The honorable gentleman then went on to say that
in politics he ncver "advocated balf measures." I don't know what he or his
audience could be thinking of when he
made that statement, because if the Reform
Bill which he accepted was not a great deal
less than half what he asked for in the
first instance I am no judge of proportions.
And, what is more, Mr. S·peaker, the very
existence of the present Government is a
standing denial of that statement, because
if the Government is not a balf-and-half
Government what is it? Wby its very
existence depends upon its balf-and-half
character; and yet one of the leading members
of this half-and-half Government declares
that he does not believe in half-and-half
measures in politics. In the speech to which
I have already alluded, the honorable gentleman went on to say that-
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motion is a question of politics, he is bound
to support it; because he told his constituents only a few weeks ago that he would
do so. But if the honorable gentleman suys
that the matter at issue is a social question
-that it is not a political question-and
that it comes under the category of those
social things about which he is at liberty to
do what he likes and to compromise, it
would, of course, be useless for me to claim
his vote, because I should not get it. Sir,
I say that every member of this House, I
don't care where he sits, I don't care
whether he calls himself a conservative or a
liberal, a Serviceite, or a Berryite, or an independent member-every member who
wishes to do well for his country and to do
what is best for the future without reference
to the pettifogging personal questions of today-is bound to vote for my motion, the
object of which is to stay the hands of the
Government in parting with the land. I
would not say so much as this if I was asking the House to adopt a new policy altogether, or if the real land question formed
the subject of discussion; but the motion is
"In politics . . . he believed truth was merely preliminary to dealing with the land
truth and n lie was a lie."
question. I assert that all the evi.dence
Sir, I have always been brought up to be- which is reliable and can be obtained from
lieve that truth is truth anywhere and every- the public records goes to show that we have
where, whether in politics or anything else, been wasting the lands of the colony reckand that a lie is a lie under any circum- lessly and criminally-that wa have been
stances, and if uttered for any purpose handing over the broad acres which belonged
whatever. But the Ohief Secretary laid to our successors as well as to ourselves
down an entirely new rule the other evening. without due regard to results,and that every
He went on to say thattruly patriotic man is bound' to endeavour
., In society, constituted as it was, there were to put a stop to this system for the future,
times when compromise and coalition were abso- whatever the consequences may be.
lutely essential to the progress and conservation
Dl'. QUIOK s~conded the motion.
of the country."
On the motion of Mr. TUOKER, the
I want to know what society has to do with
the coalition to which the honorable gentle- debate was adjourned until Wednesday,
April 11.
.
man was referring?
Mr. RIOHARDSON.-What has this
LAND SELEOTION.
to do with the land question?
Mr. MIRAMS movedMr. MIRAMS.-It has a great deal to do
"That there be laid before this House a return
with it, because I am endeavouring to find a showing -1. The total number and area of the
ground on which I can claim the supportof the selections taken up under the various sections
of the Land Acts now in force for the twelve
Ohief Secretary to my proposal. I want to months ending the 31st March, 1883. 2. The
know whether the motion, in his judgment, total number and area of all the selections
comes under the head of politics, in which transferred during the same twelve months."
Mr. NIMMO seconded the motion, which
he must be a" true" man and a "thorough"
man, or whether it comes under the head of was agrecd to.
social questions, on which he is at liberty to
EMPLOYERS' LIABILITY BILL.
do what he likes? That is the point which
Mr. 'VRIXON moved for leave to inI expect the honoruble gentleman to be able
to answer, because, in accordance with his troduce a Bill to extend and regulate the
own estimate or htmself-in conformity with liability of employers, and to make compenhis own doctl'ine thut in politics he is a sation for personal injul'ies suffered by
thorough man aULl no believer in half mea- workmen in their service. He said that
sures-if the proposition involved ill the the Bill was to meet such cases as that of

Supply.

[APRIL

Engine-driver Brown, which had already
been brought under the notice of the House.
It would simply be a copy of English legislation, with some slight modifications.
Mr. ZOX seconded the motion, which
was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read a
first time.
THE PUBLIC FINANCES.
The House resolved itself into Committee
of Supply.
Mr. SERVICE said-Mr. Cooper, the
-statement which I propose to make to-night
will be a very brief one indeed. My object is
to place before the committee the actual state
of the finances. If honorable mcmbers will
look at the finance accounts which I have had
prepared, copies of which have been printed
for distribution, they will observe a comparison made between the Estimates of
,Revenue and Expenditure as submitted on
the 5th September last year and as they
are now submitted. In September last the
estimated Ways and Means for the year
amounted to £5,753,211 ; and the present
estimate, with the new light that the progress of the year has thrown upon the subject,
is £5,806,623. On the other side, the
estimated expenditure, as submitted in September last, amounted to £5,574,073; and
the amount as now submitted is £5,769,531,
being an increase on the expenditure of
£195,458. In September last the estimated
balance to carryover to 1883-4 was
£179,138, and the estimated balance as now
submitted amounts to £37,092. We have
allowed, of course, tor a very large amount
of Additional Estimates. Those Additional
,Estimates I have not had an opportunity of
submitting to the committee on this occasion
on account of a slight technical difficulty,
but the total sum is stated correctly in the
second finance account now before honorable
members, and the Estimates themselves will
be brought down in due course. They
amount, as honorable members will observe,
to the very large sum of £433,858. There
are what are called savings-that is, the
non-expenditure of moneys included in the
votes submitted on the original Estimatesamounting to £200,000; but the net result
of the whole is that the balance to be carried
over to the next financial year, according to
the present statement, is reduced from
£179,138, which was the estimate in September, to £37,092. The increased expenditure will be explained hereafter. It is very
considerable, but I am not disposed at the pre,Seut time to take too gloomy a view of the actual
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condition of affairs as displayed in connexion
with the ordinary Estimates of Revenue and
Expenditure. In the estimate I have now
snbmitted, the revenue is in excess of the
proportionate amount which ought to have
been raised up to the 31st of March. The
progress of the revenue from the beginning
of the present financial year has been, on
the whole, very satisfactory. I have a return
giving the exact amount of revenue received
for the various months of the financial year
-showing how much the receipts at the end
of each month were under, or over, the proportionate amount of the estimate for that
given time. At the end of the month
of July, the amount actually received was
£29,697 'lmder the proportionate estimate
for that month. In the month of August
the amount was still under the estimate, to
the extent of £50,096. In the month of
September it was £88,386 under; in
,October, £144,813; and in November it
was still below the proportionate estimate
to the extent of £127,709. In the month
' of December the deficiency had fallen to
£25,364, and immediately on the commencement' of this present year, 1883, we
seem to have turned the corner, because in
January the sum received up to date was
£31,353 over the proportionate amount of
the original estimate. In the month of
February the amount over the estimate was
£36,074, and at the end of March it had
reached £57,691; so that, since the beginning of the year, there has been a progressive
increase. I regard the appearance of things,
so far as the revenue is concerned, as satisfactory. The chief interest, however, in
connexion with the statement which I propose to make to-night does not centre round
the ordinary Estimates of Revenue and
Expenditure, but rather round the expenditure and receipts under the various Loan
Acts that are still in operation.
Mr. BENT.-Why do you not give the
items which make up the £433,858 of
Additional Estimates?
Mr. SERVICE.-They will be seen when
the Additional Estimates are brought down.
Mr. BENT.-vVhat is the use of stating
the total without mentioning the particular
items of which it is composed?
Mr. SERVICE.-The honorable member must know that this amount is not pre, pared by the Treasurer, but is made up by
the accountants in the various branches of
the public service. '
Mr. BENT.-When the Treasurer makes
a statement of this nattu'e, saying that the
revenue is satisfacto,ry, but that there are
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Additional Estimates of expenditure to the
large amount of £433,858, he ought to tell
us something more about them than just
mentioning the lump sum. Surely the
honorable gentleman has a draft showing
how £300,000 of it at any rate is proposed
to be expended.
Mr. SERVICE.-I find that I have a
proof copy of the Additional Estimates in
my portfolio, and I shall have much pleasure
in handing it to the honorable member. I
will now refer to the loans which are in
operation at the present time. There are
two. The first is the one raised under Act
No. 608, commonly known as the £5,000,000
loan. This loan produced, after paying all
expenses, the sum of £4,954,716. Of that
amount there has been expended for the
purposes of the Act the sum of £4,195,107,
leaving £759,609 yet to be experided for
the purposes of the Act.
Major SMITH.-How much of that has
been anticipatp-d on contracts?
Mr. SERVICE.-The whole amount
has been appropriated, and it is expected
that all of it will be expended before the
end of the current year. The £759,609,
howeve"r, is not in the Treasury, because
various amounts have been advanced out of
it from time to time under the authority of
various borrowing Acts-Acts authorizing
temporary advances for other purposes out
of the amount lying to the credit of the
£5,000,000 103.n. In fact, out of the
£759,609, the sum of £470,428 has been
expended for other purposes than were authorized by Act No. 608, but provision has
been made that the amount shall be recouped from the money borrowed under Act
No. 717-the £4,000,000 loan which has
recently been floated. In addition to that
amount, there has been taken out of the
funde belonging to Act No. 717, sums
amounting to £629,944 for various purposes set forth in the different borrowing
Acts authorizing the advances. These two
sums, which have to be taken from the
£4,000,000 loan, amount to a total of
£1,100,372. Now so far as the Act No.
608 is concerned, we may regard it as
practically done with; that is to say, there
are works still to be completed under it to
the amount of £759,609, and that sum will
have to be spent in the construction of railways under what is generally known as the
Patterson Railway Act.
Mr. MIRAMS.-Will that include the
construction of the Alphington line?
Mr. SERVIOE.-No; it will not include
the construction of that line. The money will
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be required independent of the Alphington
line altogether.
Mr. MIRAMS.-Is the Alphington line
to be squeezed out?
Mr. SERVICE.-I am not now dealing
with railway measures, but merely with
finance questions. vVhat I am anxious to do
is to set before honorable members and the
country the state of the finances-to show
what money we have to spend, and what
liabilities we are under in respect of contracts that have been entered into. Well,
the Loa,n Act No. 717 is really the only
stand-by that we have at the present moment. It is to the loan raised under that
Act that we have to look for the repayment
or recoup of moneys that have been borrowed to the extent of £1,100,372. Let
us look at the position of this loan, which
we have just floated in the London market.
We have not yet "got a detailed statement
of the expense of floating it, but it is estimated that the net proceeds of the loan will
amount to £3,920,000, a sum of £80,000
being deducted for expenses and various
charges which will have to be taken from
the gross amount of the loan. The net proceeds under ordinary circumstances would
all have been available for the purposes for
which the loan was originally authorized,
and which are set forth in the Act--so
much for railways, so much for schools,
country waterworks, Yan Yean extension,
Warrnambool harbour improvements, Portland barbour, and so on. Honorable members will recollect the items better than I
do. But, under present circumstances, the
case, so far as available money is concerned,
is very different from what it would have
been under ordinary circumstances. Honorable members are aware that the late
Government failed in their first attempt to
float the loan in the London market, and
on the second occasion it was found necessary, in order to float it, to give a pledge to
financial circles in England that during
the present year of grace 1883 this colony
would not attempt to borrow in the London
market a larger sum than £6,000,000,
including the sum then asked for. The
£4,000,000 loan was floated partly on the
faith of that distinct pledge, which was
given with the authority of th9 Government,
and that pledge now prevents the colony
from borrowing in the London market more
than £2,000,000 during the remainder of
the present year. We cannot borrow more
than £2,000,000, but we have debentures
maturing and payable on the 1st October
next to the amount of £3,824,000. Th~
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question is-How is this amount to be
paid ? We can only borrow £2,000,000,
and we require £1,824,000 more than that
in order to pay our indebtedness, and the
£1,824,000 cannot be got anywhere else
than out of the loan raised under Act No.
717. The £1,824,000 is a first charge on
that loan, and, when it is deducted, the
amount available for the purposes for which
the loan was authorized is reduced to
£2,096,000. But from the latter sum
there have to be deducted the two sums I
mentioned a few minutes ago, amounting
together to £1,100,372.
Mr. MIRAMS.-What nas that been
expended on ?
Mr. SERVICE.-It has been expended
for a variety of purposes. enumerated in the
four or five Temporary Advances Acts passed
last year.
Mr. MIRAMS.-Are the sums mentioned in those Acts all included in the
£4,000,000 loan?
Mr. SERVICE.-Not all. There is
about £128,000 which the late Treasurer
intended-and I think he took power to
carry out his intention-to raise by V ictorian stock at 4 per cent. That power
now exists, and, if it could be exercised
beneficially to the colony, it would, to some
extent, assist the Government, but, as at the
present time banks are giving 6 and 6~
per cent. interest on deposits, it does not
seem at all probable that a 4 per cent. loan
would go off at par. The £1,100,372 has
to be deducted from the £2,096,000, so that
the net result is that the total amount left
out of the £4,000,000 loan for immediate
purposes, until the balance of the redemption loan is floated, is £995,628, or a trifle
u.nder £1,000,000. This is all we have
left of the £4,000,000 loan until we float
the balance of the redemption loan, and that
we cannot do, under the pledge given by the
late Government, until next January.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-There is the
Railway Construction Account.
Mr. SERVICE.-That has not begun
to accumulate. We may agree to set apart
sp much per ~nnum for ten years, but that
does not give us the sovereigns forthwith.
What is wanted is money in hand to pay
our debts when they become due. Having
shown that there is a little under £1,000,000
l~ft for all the purposes for which the
£4,000,000 loan was authorized, the question
is-What are the requirements for those
v~rious purposes, which are set forth in the
schedule to the Loan Act? I mean the
obligations that have been entered into, and
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which must be met if the State means to
keep faith with the public creditors. I lutYe
obtained carefully-prepared returns from
each department as to the requirements
until next January, that being, as I have
said, the earliest period at which the balance
of the redemption loan can be floated. The
Railway department must have £1,067,000.
Of that liability £432,000 has been incurred under the authority of Parliament,
and £635,000 with, I think, the tacit consent or Parliament. I was not here at
the time, but I believe that provision was
made for it in the Railway Construction
Bill, which was lost in the Upper House.
Mr. BENT.-Do you find any item not
authorized?
Mr. SERVICE.-I find that the Railway department'have entered into contracts
to the amount of £831,000 without any
authority of any sort. (" Oh I"~) I mean
without any parliamentary authority. I
tell the honorable member this distinctly,
but I don't wish-Mr. BENT.-I think you will have hard
work to prove your statement.
Mr. SERVICE.-I am now giving tho
result of figures which I have examined as far
as it was possible to examine into the most
tangled mass of figures that it has ever been
my misfortune to deal with. But, be the
expenditure authorized or unauthorized, that
has little to do with the figures and the
moneys which will be required during this
year. The amounts required are-for the
Railway department, £1,067,000; for State
schools, £33,000; for Y an Yean works,
£88,000; for loans for water supply in
country districts, £160,000; for the Houses
of Parliament and law courts (the two items
are bound up together, but I believe the
amount is all required for the law courts),
£31,500; for loans to municipal bodies,
£26,500; and for the Geelong and Coliban
waterworks, £44,900. The totting up of all
these various sums amounts to £1,550,900,
as against which we have a sum of £995,628
available, which leaves-I will not say a
deficiency, because it will be met when the
other loan is floated, but the accounts short
for the purposes of this year to the extent of
£525,272. Now, in bringing out these
figures, which in themselves are exceedingly
interesting and apparently very simple, I
must say I have had the most disagreeable
task which I ever undertook. I found
that I had to deal with 110 fewer than four
Temporary Advances Acts, or Borrowing
Acts, as they ought to be called, besides the
original Loan Act No. 717 and the Act No.
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735, the latter of which sets forth in detail
the items with respect to which a sum of
£891,000 that is appropriated in a general
way by Act No. 717 sha.ll be specifically
distributed. I have no doubt that the intricacies of thC'sc Acts will appear quite as
great to honorable members as tbey did to
me when considering them quietly in my
office at the Treasury. The Loan Act No.
717 contains a schedule, which appropriates
specific sums for railways and other purposes,
and also contains the following general
item:"Towards the erection or construction of such
public buildings or of such public works as Parliament has already by any Act authorized, or
may hereafter by any Act direct, to be erected
or constructed, £891,000."
Act No. 735, which was pass~d subsequently,
distributed this large sum in the following
manner :-For State schools, £200,000;
Houses of Parliament and law courts,
£100,000; water supply, £100,000; loans
to municipalities, £28,000; Yan Yean waterworks,£160 ,000; Geelong and Coliban water~orks, £53,000 ; opening Gippsland Lakes,
£60,000; vVarrnambool harbour improvements, £120,000; Belfast harbour improvements, £28,000; Portland harbour improvements, £42,000. These sums, together with
the £2,732,055 set apart for railways in the
schedule to Act No. 717 and the other items,
will make up the total£4,000,000 authorized
to be raised under that Act.
Mr. MIRAMS.-Have any of the items
under the distributing Act been exceeded
by the expenditure of the departments?
Mr. SERVICE.-None of the amounts
ha ve yet been exceeded so far as the expenditure is concerned, but under present circumstances, namely, that half the loan is not
available, these allocations are reduced by
half.
Mr. MIRAMS.-Temporarily.
Mr. SERVICE.-Yes, temporarily. For
instance, one-half the amount allotted for
State schools is £100,000, but the amount
already authorized to be expended by Advance Acts is £105,000. This is not a
great excess, and hardly calls for remark,
especially as it was expected at the time that
the whole £200,000 would be available.
Mr. GRANT.-And the claims were
very pressing.
Mr. SERVICE.-I quite agree with the
honorable member. In going into these
Acts I have carefully endeavoured to find
out how much each Act appropriated, for
what purpose it was appropriated, where
the money was to come from, and how it
was to be recouped, because by these Acts'

The Public Finances.

we were borrowing first from one fund and
again from another-sometimes for purposes under one Act, and sometimes for
purposes not specified in any Act except the
borrowing Act itself-and the whole thing
became so intricate that I declare it put me
in mind of a little paragrttph I saw in one
of the Sydney newspapers the other day
about the accounts of a late official assignee
in that city. They were put in the hands
of one of the smartest accountants in the
colonies-a gentleman who was at one time
a resident in Melbourne-and he was inclined to throw up the whole job in despair.
He found none of the vouchers docketed
or arranged, but the whole of them pushed
into bags in such confusion that it took
three months to try and get them straight.
The accounts with which I am now dealing
are in a somewhat similar condition.
Mr. McINTYRE.-Whose fault is that?
Mr. SERVICE.-It is the fault of the
honorable member to some extent.
Mr. McINTYRE.-I am not the only
one who allowed that state of things to
exist.
Mr. SERVICE.-Is the honorable mem.
bel' one of them?
Mr. McINTYRE.-I want to understand whose fault it is, and the country
has a right to know.
Mr. GRANT.-It is the fault of the
whole Assembly.
Mr. SERVICE.-I say that the honor..
able member for Maldon and other honorable
members who so far permitted the Government to do these things are responsible for
them; but a Government, as the leaders of
the House, should be very careful how they
lead the House, especially in respect to
matters of finance. Therefore the late
Ministry are primarily responsible.
Mr. BENT.-Y ou ought to be very careful how you slander an absent man.
Mr. SERVICE.-The honorable member for Brighton should do me justice. I
shall not say one word that I am not called
upon by public duty to say. No man in
this. colony has a higher respect for Sir
Bryan O'Loghlen than I have. I have not
uttered a word of slander against him.
Mr. BENT.-What was the meaning of
your remark about vouchers in bags?
Mr. SERVICE.-The honorable member has not followed me in my illustration.
What I meant to show was that the various
items to which I have referred, as spread
over different Acts, were like the variety of
vouchers in the estate of a certain official
assignee-that it was not only a difficult
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task to ulll'avel them, but also a tedious I found myself in a day or two after I took
task. That was the whole meaning of my office. On, I think, the 10th of March,
illustration.
a day or two after the Government were
Mr. BENT.-Anychild could understand sworn in, I got a memorandum from the
the position of the finances in five minutes. Under-Treasurer, and I may state that I
Mr. SERVICE. -And some children had this in my hand when, on the platform
could misunderstand them. I wish to point at Castlemaine, I made the statement I did
out to the House-and I think. I am bound with respect to the impossibility of meeting
in duty to make these remarks-that all the obligations of the colony if the loan had
these difficulties we have to face in con- not been floated-that is to say, without
nexion with making payments of a million borrowing money in some other direction.
and a half with not a million of money have Of course, I carefully guarded myself by
arisen, first, from the continuous system of saying that the credit of this colony was
borrowing, and, secondly, from spending in too good for it to be supposed for a moment
anticipation of the proceeds of the money so that the country would ever get into the
borrowed. The first creates difficulties, but position of not being able to pay its debts,
the second, in my opinion, creates dangers. but I said that, as far as the ordinary purMr. GRANT.-That is a charge against poses of the Government of the day were
this House.
concerned, except for the floating of the loan
Mr. SERVICE. - We are making we would not have had the money to meet
charges against this House continually. our engagements. The authority for that
What do honorable members do, when they statement is supplied in a memorandum
attack a Government that has been put signed by Mr. E. S. Symonds, who will be
into office by the House, but attack the acknowledged to be one of the most careful,
House? We attack each other, and we are cautious, and accurate Under-Treasurers we
bound to attack each other and the House could possibly have. It is as follows : in every case where we think an error has
l\1El\lORANDUlII.
been committed. How can we cancel any
"Railway expenditure, amount authorized to
mistakes if we are never to describe them? be raised for railways under Act No. 717.
I am not speaking offensively of the House, £2,782,055.
" Proceeds will probably not amount to more
but in my view the House erred in allowing than-£2,65O, 100.
"Amount authorized by Temporary Advances
those Bills to be passed to the extent I have
Act to be expended out of the cash balance or
described, but the primary responsibility, as Loan
608 (as most convenient) for railway purI think all reasonable men will agree, rests poses in anticipation of the Loan Act 717with the Government of the day. I would be £1,102,007.
"The amount of payments to date under the
the very last man in the world to say a word authority
of the Temporary Advances Act reoffensive either to the honorable member ferred to for railways alone is about £696,000,
leaving
a
balance
to be met of £406,000. Claims
for Brighton or to his late colleague, Sir
under this balance are being made daily, and to
Bryan O'Loghlen, but, occupying the re- an
extent which the Treasurer will not be able
sponsible position I do, I think it necessary to meet."
for me to point out the course which I think Now, when I found the permanent head of
we ought to avoid, as well as the course the department placing such a memorandum
which we ought to take in dealing with as that in my hands the second day after I
the finances of the country. The first took office, the circumstance was, I think,
thing done was to pass an Act to borrow sufficiently startling to create a very un£4,000,000 in London. Then, in anticipa- pleasant feeling in the mind of one on whose
tion of the floating of that loan, we pro- shoulders rested the responsibility of having
ceeded to borrow first from a former loan, to provide the money required. The memoand next from the consolidated revenue, randum continuesuntil they were depleted, and we are at our
" It will be seen that if the demands under
wits' end to meet our engagements. Now these
temporary Acts are in excess of the
I wish to call honorable members' attention Treasurer's means of meeting them (which ma;r
to the authority on which I make the state- arise either from cash balance being insufficient,
or from the funds under Act 608 being exhausted,
ment that we are at our wits' end to meet either
of which contingency is now imminent).
our engagements. Those who know the that Treasurer will be unable to meet the claims
upon
him under the authority of the temmade
responsibility of dealing with the finances
of a country, and are compelled to find porary Acts referred to."
means to meet the public engagements when
Mr. ZOX.-What is the good of the
there are no moneys to meet them, will Audit Commissioners if that sort of thing
underrtand the unpleasant position which is allowed to go on ?

t
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Mr SERVIOE.-The Audit Oommissioners have nothing to do with the matter
at this stage at all. I shall Eave a word
to say shortly as to the Audit Oommissioners, or at least about matters they have
to deal with. Now we had also borrowoofor that is really the word which must
be used-by means of bills of exchange
on London, £2,000,000 from the banks
here, which money must appear on their
books as advances to the Government of
this colony. We borrowed this in anticipation of the loan which was to be floated in
January last and which was floated the other
day.
Mr. MIRAMS.-But on condition that
we did not use it.
Mr. SERVIOE.-I was just coming to
that. We borrowed this money, and then
we immediately lent it back to the banks as
a fixed deposit for twelve months. I would
be very glad to hear that operation explained, because I confess it puzzles me to
discover what the object was, first, in borrowing in anticipation of a thing about
which there could be no certainty-the floating of the loan under the circumstances
connected with it-and then, after bringing
the money out to the colony before its time,
in leaving it in the banks for twelve months
before we could touch it. I would be very
glad if one of the honorable members on the
front opposition bench would explain this
proceeding, as no doubt it would be very
interesting to the House to know the reasons
which justified such a course. The result
of this operation was that, when the bills
which we drew on London for £2,000,000
became due, they could not be met, and we
had, therefore, to go borrowing again to the
London and Westminster Bank to the extent of £500,000 in order to meet these
bills. Now that is another case of borrowing.
Again, owing to the excessive operations of
the Railway department, without making
sure that the money expended was available, we had again to open a borrowing shop
in London, in order to meet current liabilities falling due there, and at the present
moment we have borrowed £50,000 from
the London and Westminster Bank, simply
to pay accounts handed in to the AgentGeneral. I think that is a state of things
which is not calculated to promote the interests of this colony in monetary circles in
London. Besides the borrowing from the
sources I have mentioned, we also find that
the Railway department, which is the chief
factor in this matter, has been drawing very
largely on the Treasurer's advance-a fund
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which was never intended for any such pur..
pose. The first intimation I had of this
was when some accounts were presented to
me for payment from the Railway department. There is 3r line at the top of these
accounts which gives the Act of Parliament
which authorizes the particular expenditure
referred to in the account. I found" one of
these accounts marked" Against Treasurer's
Advance," and I asked the Under-Treasurer what this meant. The Treasurer's
ad vance has occasionally been used by the
Treasurer for purposes for which it was not
intended, but by what right does another de ..
partment dare to draw against the Treasurer's
advance without having the Treasurer's
authority for doing so? I simply sent this
account back and gave instructions to the department to send me no more such accounts,
unless they sent me at the same time the
authority for drawing them. The Treasurer's
advance has never been so depleted as it is
at the present moment. A short time ago I
found that there was hardly a £5 note left
of the £100,000, in consequence of the drawing by the Railway department and the
other demands which are generally made on
the fund. Having exhausted all actually
existing sources of borrowing, it was then
proposed that we should next borrow from
futurity-that we should establish a fund
from the land revenue, such fund not to
commence for a year or two; and we immediately begin to spend that. Now there
is no harm in Parliament providing for
£100,000 or £200,000 being set aside from
the land revenue of the colony for one year
or for ten years. That has been done before, and it may be done again. The harm
is in expending the money before you get it.
There is the difficulty. We all know the
old adage about the man who earns £1 and
spends 19s. becoming rich, and the man
who earns £1 and spends 21s. becoming
poorer every year. The latter is the case
with us. Weare continually spending above
our means, and there is a constant anxiety
lest some mishap may occur which it would
be very undesirable should happen.
Mr. McINTYRE.-This is only a case
of hypothecation.
Mr. SERVICE.-The honorable member has many a time flown a kite in the air
when he was a boy. So we have all done,
and it is a very pretty sight to see a kite
flying. We may even fly two kites at a
time without any great harm being done,
but if we attempt to fly four or five at once
the chances are that their tails will get
entangled together, and perhaps there is no
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greater trouble than that of disentangling
the tails of a number of kites when they
get together. That is exactly the position
we are in with respect to financial matters.
Things have got into such a state of entanglement that, while not rating myself
as a very superior financier, though I certainly consider myself able to deal with
ordinary figures, I never had such difficulty
in deciphering the actual position of affairs
as I have had during the last fortnight.
This system of expenditure in anticipation
of funds is at the root of the whole of our
temporary embarrassment. There is another
great evil resulting from this sort of thingand an evil which we shall feel to a greater
extent hereafter than we do now-namely,
the inflation of the expenditure by Government on the top of an unusually large expenditure from private sources. During
the last year or two we have 11ad times such
as we have not experienced for a long period
back. A great deal of wealth has accumulated, a great deal of speculation has gone
on, and the laboring classes, the tradesmen,
and others in the colony have enjoyed a
degree of prosperity such as they have not
had for many years.
Mr. BENT.-Hear, hear.
Mr. SERVICE.-But on the very top
of this the Government began to expend
an additional sum for works that were not
absolutely urgent, and the result will be,
seeing that the money is getting scarce, that
we shall have to do away with a number of
those works, or we shall have to finish them
before the evil times come which are bound
to come. We must have a depression after
all this excitement. The reaction must
come, and instead of the late Government
acting, as J consider, wisely and judiciously
in postponing a large amount of the expenditure to meet an occasion of that kind they
seem to have aggravated the evil. They
created a present appearance of prosperity,
and, probably as they thought it would last
their day, they were content. But I think
that a politician who has the true interests
of the country at heart would like to look
forward and see that business was conducted
in a fashion that was likely to be permanently useful to the colony. Of course
we do not credit the honorable member for
Brighton with being a great financier, and
I do not think he arrogates to himself the
position of a financier. vVe know the quali'ties he does possess-a great amount of
energy and vigour.
Mr. BENT.-How do you know what
financial ability I possess?
SESe 1883.-H
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Mr. SERVICE.-I will admit that in
one thing the honorable member is a perfect
adept-that is in expenditure. I acknowledge that on the expenditure side there is
no man in this House can beat the honorable
member. But that is not finance.
Mr. BENT.-You did not say that when
I was your colleague.
Mr. SERVICE.-No, and I will tell the
honorable member why. In those happy times ,
when the honorable member P9ssessed that
vast amount of energy, vigour, and industry
of every sort for which we all give him credit,
and when he was under wise guidance, then
between us we did work and we did it well.
But the honorable member has more recently
taken the reins into his own hands, or the
gentleman who ought to have givcn him 3.
little counsel left him alone to "paddle his
own canoe," and the result is, as far as I can
see, that the honorable member has made a
little bit of a mess. I don't want to be hard
on an old colleague of my own~ and I merely
state what I am now saying as a warning
to future Treasurers.
Mr. BENT.-You have no justification
for such a statement.
Mr. SERVICE.-What I say is that
the honorable member, if he was not himself acquainted with the state of the accounts and finances, should have put himself under the guidance and direction of the
gentleman in his own department who had
charge of the finances, and without wllOse
assistance or concurrence he should not
have spent money.
Mr. BENT.-I'll eat my hat if I could
not do better than he can.
Mr. SERVICE.-If that was the honorable gentleman's honest opinion of the
Accountant of the Railway departmcnt,
why did he not" sack" him 1
Mr. BENT.-I did not speak of the Railway department.
Mr. SERVICE.-But we are speaking
of the Railway department. vVhich department did the honorable member refer
to?
Mr. BENT.-I want you to tell me where
the million of money has gone which you
say has to be paid before the end of the
year?
Mr. SERVICE.-I can assure the
honorable member that I will not shirk any
figures, and I venture to say that the honorable member, if he follows me, will have
some difficulty in showing that I have been
wrong in any statement I have made. If
he shows that I have been incorrect in any
respect whatever, I shall withdrar;· any
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statement I have made without the slightest
hesitation.
Mr. BENT.-I merely want the honorable gentleman to tell us what this million
of money which he says will be required for
the Railway department this year is for?
Mr. SERVICE.-! can give the honorable member a schedule showing the payments month by month up to January of
1/ next year. I did not go into the particular
works, the details of which can be obtained
from my honorable colleague, the Minister of
Railways.
Mr. BENT.-I do not want to interrupt
the honorable gentleman at this stage, but
he made a statement-I presume on some
authority-that £1,000,000 would be required for the Railway department this
year. If that is the case the fact is unknown to me, and I thought that possibly
an officer had supplied a detailed statement
of the works referred to, showing how the
money was to be expended. I think that
the House and the country would like to
have that information.
Mr. SERVICE.-I can inform the
honorable member now that £635,000 out
of the £1,000,000 will be expended in paying for the rolling-stock which he contracted
for before he had the proper authority.
. Mr. BENT.-Why it won't be done for
four years.
Mr. SERVICE.-Perhaps not, but I
am merely taking the amount up to January
next, which is £635,000.
Mr. BENT.-Not at all.
Mr. SERVICE.-The accounts are coming in now in a fashion that probably the
honorable member never anticipated. The
works are being done and the bills are being
presented. All I can say is that if we cannot rely upon the Accountant of the Railway
department to supply the correct figures,
the sooner we send him abo:ut his business
the better.
Mr. BENT.-Are your statements made
by Mr. Lavater?
Mr. SERVICE.-Yes.
Mr. BENT.-Oh! all right.
Mr. SERVICE.-I do not exactly know
what the honorable member means by that
interjection-whether he now accepts the
~gures as correct or whether he means that
they are not worth accepting, coming from
such a quarter. But I hold in my hands a
number of documents, extracts from which
I will read to the committee. When I
found how expenditure was going on at the
Railway department, I immediately sent for
Mr. Lavater and asked him what was the
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meaning of all this expenditure without
authority. Then, as he was bound to do,
he brought up a number of official documents showing the letters and minutes he
had written again and again to the head of
the department, pointing out that for work
that had been going on from time to timebeginning, I think, as far back as the commencement of 1882-there were no funds,
and this fact had been continually brought
under the notice of the Minister. I will read
a few of these. On the 22nd March last,
Mr. Lavater forwarded to me the following
memorandum : " In compliance with instructions received from
the Treasurer, I beg to forward herewith copies
of various memoranda on the subject of the
liabilities incurred by the Railway department
for rolling-stock and permanentmaterials, dating
from 28th October, 1881, to 7th March, 1883."
The following are some of the minutes
which accompanied this memorandum : "28th October, 1881.
"Recommended that an order be given to
Messrs. De Paula Mackley and Co. for 50 sets
of Belgian.made rail way wheels.
.
" Submitted for the Commissioner's authority
to order 50 sets, as suggested, at the price quoted,
£2910s.
" 1/11/81.
" P. P. L.
"Approved (100), if Mr. Mirls is of opinion
that it would be better.
" 2/11/81.
"T. BENT.
c. Referred to Loco. Supt. to note authority.
He will also please peruse the firm's letter of
30th inst.
"P.P.L.
" 2/11/81.
"S.M.,
"8/11/81 ..
"Then to Accountant.
"Noted. No funds available at present.
"10/11/81.
" G. T. A. L."
Again in January, 1882, there was an item
sent to the Accountant, with respect to
which he wrote" I am continually pointing out that no funds
are available for rolling-stock purposes, and we
shall be in a terrible mess shortly. Considerable
sums will become due, and the Treasury will
refuse to pass the accounts.
" 20/1/82.
" G. T. A. L."
That was fourteen months ago. Then a
month later, with regard to calling for
tenders for £10,000 worth of log teak, he
wrote"No funds available if the timber is required
for the construction of new stock.
"8/3/82.
"G. T. A. L."
And the Minister endorsed the minute
thus : " Saw this.-THoMAs BENT."
Again, on March 28, Mr. Lavater wrote"I feel it my duty again to bring under notice
the state of the funds in relation to the orders
which are continually being given for new rollingstock. No funds are available. I would point
out that the amount required to cover liabilities
entered into in exceSi of authorized funds will
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go far to absorb the whole of the amount which

will become available for construction of rolling.

stock whenevex the new Railway Construction
Act is passed, and in view of this I think that
great caution should be exercised in adding to
our liabilities, to meet which no funds have yet
been appropriated by Parliament.
"G. T. A. I"."

I need not go through the seventeen or
eighteen other extracts of a similar character
which I have here, but they can be seen
by any honorable member. I think it will
be impossible for the late Minister of Railways to say that he sinned in ignorance, because the state of matters was clearly laid
before him by the Accountant. And I may
say that I was very much pleased to find
that a permanent officer had the boldness to
do his duty in this way. Ministers going
into office, especially if they are inexperienced, are very apt to make mistakes, and
I would be the last man to press heavily
upon a simple mistake, but when an accountant like Mr. Lavater, who is one of the
most experienced, accurate, and smart accountants in Melbourne-indeed, he has .no
superior in the city-had done his duty in
this way, while· it was a pleasure to me to
find that he was not chargeable with any
neglect of duty, it was a matter of regret to
find that the Minister had not taken the
warnings which so careful and experienced
a man had given him. Another curious
feature in connexion with the Railway department is that I find that large sums
representing deficiencies in the working
expenditure have been accruing year after
year. That is to say, the amount put down
upon the Estimates for the railway expenditure has not, for some years at least, been
equal to the expenditure. In 1881, for
instance, which was before the time of the
late Government, therewasa sumof£46,000,
which, instead of being provided for during
that year on Additional ,Estimates, was simply carried forward to the first month of the
next year, in order to keep the wolf from
the door as long as possible.
Mr. WOODS.-Will the honorable gentleman go further back-to 1878 and 1879 ?
Mr.SERVIOE.-I have gone far enough
back to go beyond the time of the late
Ministry. I am speaking now of what I
found in the accounts.
Mr. WOODS.-I wish to point out that
the honorable gentleman's charge was rather
general. It would appear from his statement that the votes were always exceeded,
but if he will go back to 1878, 1879, and
the beginning of 1880, he will find that the
amounts were not exoeeded during that
period •.
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Mr. SERVIOE.-That makes my case
all the stronger, and I am much obliged to
the honorable member for his statement.
The practice, therefore, has been adopted
within the last three years, and I find that
in 1881-2 there was £112,000 short, and
that in 1882-3-the current year-it is
estimated there will be £116,000 short.
Those are amounts which ought to have
been faced at once and put on the Estimates
for the year.
Mr. PATTERSON.-I wish to point
out that over £67,000 of the excess which
is referred to as having occurred in my time
was for compensation to the sufferers by
the Goulburn Valley fires. The votes were
certainly not exceeded by any other amount.
Mr. SERVIOE.-lf there had been only
a single instance of the kind, 1 would not'
have taken any notice of it. There was a
sum of £57,000 placed on the Estimates
which partly covered the deficiencies that had
been accumulating for three years, but the
total deficiency at present, after deducting
this £57,000, amounts to £216,500. I may
inform the honorable member for Brighton
that he· will find this amount on the Sup..
plementary Estimates, and it represents
about half the total amount of those Esti ..
mates. There is another peculiar thing
which came to my knowledge, not because
I made any attempt to find it out but
because it and other matters presented themselves under my eyes. I will call the attention of the honorable member for the
Wimmera (Mr. Madden) to it, and probably he will afford some explanation in
connexion with it. In looking over the
revenue for the present year, I found that
the land revenue was falling very far short
of the estimate, and, upon inquiring from
the head of the department how it was that
he was so much out in his calculations, he
said to me-" That is not my estimate at
all; the departmental estimate of the
revenue for the year which I furnished was
£686,100, but the Treasurer added of his
own motion "-I do not know whether the
honorable member for the Wimmera was
consulted in the matter - "the sum of
£120,000, and made the estimate of
£806,100 which was submitted to the
House."
Mr. W. MADDEN.-That will be satisfactorily explained.
Mr. SER VIOE.-I have no doubt it
will, and I have called the honorable member's attention to it in the hope that it will
be explained, and without doubting that it
would be. I believe, however, that a good

92

Supply.

[ASSEMBLY.]

many other people besides myself have had
their attention arrested by the immense
deficiency, as compared with the estimate,
which will undoubtedly accrue in the land
revenue for the present year. Of course if
the matter is explained the thing is at an
end, because an error or a misapprehension
may occur to anyone, and I do not wish to
press it. There is another matter which
came under my attention in the same wayin connexion with the Yan Yean department. At the time the Loan Act No. 717
passed, as I have already mentioned, there
was a sum of £891,000 in gross put into
the schedule. That was afterwards divided
by the Act No. 735 into the various items
which I enumerated a little time ago, but
before the dividing Act was brought in the
Government appear to have had under their
consideration how the £891,000 was to be
allotted, and a communication was sent from
the Treasury to the Yan Yean department,
stating that a sum of £225,000 would be
available for Y an Yean purposes. That is
recorded in the Yan Yean department, and
it was immediately acted upon. But a
very short time afterwards down came
the Act No. 735, which reduced the
amount set apart for the Yan Yean from
£225,000 to £160,000. The reduction
appears on the face of the Act, yet no
notice whatever was taken of it by the department, and contracts have been taken
for the whole of the original amount, some
of them after the second Act was passed,
when it should have been noticed-because
I presume that heads of departments are
aware of the contents of Acts of Parliament
which they help to frame-that the sum of
£225,000 had been reduced to £160,000.
The expenditure should then have stopped
at the latter amount, but instead of that it
went on to the full sum, and the difference
has now to be made up out of the Act
No. 717, which has to stand the racket
of all this anticipatory expenditure not
otherwise provided for. Again, there are
certain moneys paid under this Act,
amounting to £128,000, for the Bendigo
waterworks and other sums for which the
authority of Parliament was obtained, and
these were to be recouped by the erection
of additional Victorian 4 per cent. stock,
but, as I have already pointed out, there does
not at present seem to be much probability
of our being able to float that stock at any
reasonable price during the currency of the
present year, unless some unexpected change
occurs in the state of the money market.
Therefore, for the present that amount also
Mr. Service.
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has to comc out of the Act No. 717, which
is really the milch cow for the whole of this
unauthorized or excessive expenditure. I
would just say, in putting these facts before
the committee, that it is not my business to
extenuate any of them, even if they tell
against the late Government, but I assert
distinctly that I have not" set down aught in
malice," and I think I have given a fair, a
correct, and a truthful statement of the
aspect of the finances at the present time.
I have said nothing about the mode of providing for the £550,000 which appears to
be beyond our means of meeting during the
present year. But that the amount must
be provided for is certain, even if we have
to continue doing that which has been done
so often during the past year, namely, to go
again and borrow money for the purpose.
The only possible fund that we might, perhaps, be able to get this amount from is the
cash balance, and b'y practising the strictest
economy I am not at
without hope of
being able to carry through until the new
loan floats, when, for a time, at a.ll events,
we shall be in some degree of comfort.
Mr. LAURENS.-That is the second
new loan?
Mr. SERVICE.-Yes, the loan to be
floated next January. I can also see, from
the various borrowing Acts and engagements we have entered into, that another
loan besides that which we have to float
next Janu~ry will be absolutely imperative.
But we shall have to float next year
£3,000,000 or thereabouts-namely, the
balance of the redemption loan which we
cannot float this year, that is, for the debentures falling due on the 1st October
next; and we shall have to include in that
loan a sum of £800,000 for the debentures
falling due next year. That amounts to
£2,800,000, or nearly £3,000,000, and,
from the warnings we have had this year,
£3,000,000 is as much as we can venture
to put on the market in 1884. After that
we have an amount of something like
£4,000,000 to provide for in 1885, and this
would apparently make borrowing in the
London market for railway construotion
purposes, or for public works of any sort, an
absolute impossibility until 1886. I ma.y
here say, although it is not strictly connected with my own financial statement,
that the statement of the Minister of Railways recently with reference to the amount
available for the construction of railways
out of the Loan Act No. 717 was absolutely correct. The amount left out of the
last loan for the making of railways after

all

Supply.

[APRIL

deducting the expenditure on rolling-stock
is only, as he mentioned, about £549,000.
Mr. McINTYRE.-You said just now
that there was a total balance of £995,000.
Mr. SERVICE.-That is correct, but
the honorable member will see that we are
simply dealing in a large way with bills payable
and bills receivable. We find that we have
bills payable amounting to over £1,500,000,
and bills receivable for £1,000,000, so that
we have to provide over £500,000 scme
way or other. That is the simple fact,
although we can have the money for a time
because it becomes due by degrees. It would
have been much more agreeable for me to
have been able to make a more pleasant
statement as to the condition of our finances,
but it has been my duty to place the facts
before the committee, and I have only to
say in conclusion that, if the honorable
member for Brighton, or any of his late
colleagues, can show that I have made any
mistake in the matter, I shall be quite
ready to withdraw any statement I have
made. Any of those honorable members,
if they wish for further information, can go
to the various departments, and instructions
will be given to supply them with any particulars they may desire. I beg now to
move that the sum of £1,225 be granted to
Her Majesty to complete the vote (£1,475)
for the Legislative Council, being the first
item on the Estimates for the current
financial year.
Major SMITH.-I desire to ask the
Treasurer when he will be able to distribute
the Additional Estimates, amounting to
£433,858, among honorable members?
Mr. SERVICE.-I can hand the honorable member a copy privately at once. I
may state that the Additional Estimates
would have been distributed among honorable members this evening but for the fact
that, owing to the absence of the Governor
at Keilor, they could not be covered by
message.
Mr. BENT.-Mr. Cooper, it is usual,
on occasions like the present, for some one
on the front opposition bench to move the
adjournment of the debate forthwith, but before I take that course I will venture to say
a few words. I think-to adopt the expression used by the Age the other day-that
everyone must deplore the absence from this
Chamber of the late Treasurer, Sir Bryan
O'Loghlen. Moreover, I never expected
that the present Treasurer would, after
being himself away from the colony so long,
undertake the task of finding fault with
an absent ma~ i~ ~~~ rr..a! ~e has done. In
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addition, I must say that he showed a little
disingenuousness, because in making his
statement to-night he carefully avoided
several notable facts. I intend to go into
the whole matter more fully to-morrow, but
I will offer a few observations now, so that
the honorable gentleman may see his officers
before the House re-assembles, and ascertain whether my assertions are true or false.
For instance, he forgot to tell the committee that the particular kind of borrowing
he now complains of so much was begun by
a former Government, in which he and the
present Minister of Railways held tIle same
office they now hold. I am speaking of the
£144,000 expended by the latter under the
Act No. 608.
Mr. GILLIES.-I had nothing to do
with spending that money.
. Mr. BENT.-The honorable gentleman
at that time had to do with the introduction
of the principle the Treasurer now deprecates so much. There is no denying that
that is the fact. Then the Minister of Railways was good enough the other night to
inform the audience he was then addressing
that he had promised to afford me every information, and that I had not the courtesy
to acknowledge the offer. What, however,
is the case? When, on the 20th March, I
wrote to him, stating that I intended to reply to some of his assertions, what did he
do? He turned down the corner of my
note and wrote-I would hardly do the same
to the commonest navvy-that he certainly
would not be present, but would be happy
to supply me with any information I might
desire. I may say that I did not want his
information. What I look at is his discourtesy. Who would like to be replied to
by a memo. written on the turned-down
corner of his own letter, and the thing sent
to his house?
Mr. GILLIES.-Did you not address me
as " Sir," as though we had never been on
any but the most distant terms-had never
been colleagues together?
Mr. BENT.-Well, the borrowing socondemned by the Treasurer commenced in the
way I have just described. The Minister of
Railways was himself the first to adopt whatis
now called "the vicious system of recoups,"
and that too when there was no new loan in
prospect. I may add that no provision for
repayment was made by those who spent the
money, and that the tr.9.nsaction I describe
was repeated when the last Berry Ministry
were in power, and the honorable member
for Castlemaine (Mr. Pa,tterson) was Minister of Railways. TheS'~ ftJP the sort of
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things the Treasurer carefully refrained from
mentioning. There was this difference between our borrowing and that of his former
Ministry, that what we did we did by the
authority of the House. The Treasurer
dare not say that we expended one penny
without the authority of this Chamber.
Mr. SERVICE.-I said that certain expenditure by the late Government was not
authorized by Parliament.
Mr. BENT .-Not by the Temporary
Ad vances Act?
.
Mr. SERVICE.-No; that does not cover
it.
Mr. BENT.-That is relying on a technicality, and a mean technicality too.
I want to show that this alleged "vicious
system of' recoups" was begun under the
management of the honorable gentleman
who is now at the head of affairs, and who
recently came back to the colony, after
twenty months' absence, to find that the
working class, and indeed every other class
of the community, never had such prosperous times as they were then and are now
enjoying. Did ever any former Treasurer
rake up things like those he has raked up ?
He has Mr. Lavater here to supply him with
evidence, but what are Mr. Lavater's own
statements? He does not say a word about
any of the expenditure of the late Government being unauthorized. Then there is
the £209,000 the honorable member for
Castlemaine, when he was Minister of Railways, put down for rolling-stock. Will honorable members be surprised to hear that,
when that money was wanted, there was not
a penny left?
Mr. GILLIES.-There is rolling-stock
charged against that £209,000.
Mr. BENrr.-Not one pennyworth.
Mr. GILLIES.-The money was specially appropriated for rolling-stock, and
could not be used for any other purpose.
Mr. BENT.-What I have asserted is
perfectly correct. And now we come to
the great expenditure that has been so much
dwelt upon. The statement I have in my
hand shows exactly what the money was
expended for, and when I read over the
items no one will be able to plead ignorance
of .the way it has gone. I may say that the
funds for the new rolling-stock will not be
wanted for four years to come. The articles
will not be all sent in by then.
Mr. GILLIES.--Nearly the whole of
them will be in long 1)e£ore.
Mr. BENT.-WI !at is the good of talking nonsense to s( msible men? Let the
honorable members fo1' Ballarat West say
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whether they know anything about the late
Government accepting tenders for £150,000
worth of locomotive engines from the
Phcenix Foundry Company, and how long
it will be before they are delivered. Then
there is £70,000 worth of work to be done by
Pickles and Co. I was attheirplace the other
day, and at present the people have got
down only one frame. If that contract will
take three or four years to fulfil, how can the
money for it be said to be required this year?
Mr. Williams has got another £70,000
contract for carriages which will not be all
ready, or have to be paid for, for three or
four years to come. We sent to England
for £30,000 or £40,000 worthof carriages;
will any honorable member say that this
House knew nothing of the circumstance?
The Treasurer came down to-night and made
a bold statement about reckless expenditure, but, although he knew all about the
affairs I have just touched upon, he never
mentioned them. So far from this House
knowing nothing about the expenditure he
alluded to, the late Government had to
encounter two or three motions of no-confidence in connexion with it. Did 'not the
present Chief Secretary himself move such
a motion with respect to our sending home
for a few engines? Why cry out now about
an expenditure every penny of which wa.s
a.l.lthorized? Is it not true that we brought
in the Temporary Advances Bill of July
last, and circulated a complete schedule of
the works tG be carried out under it? Perhaps the Treasurer was in Russia at the
time. Nevertheless I can show him that
that Bill was to carry out such important
works as improving and raising the Emerald
Hill line, duplicating the lines to Essendon,
Oaldeigh, Brighton, and other places,
building a bridge over the Falls, and bringing in the railway traffic of the Gippsland
line. Are not all those works great railway
improvements, and did not every honorable
member in the House at the time know all
about them? With respect to the new rollingstock I ordered, has not the Locomotive
Superintendent said that when he took
possession of the Hobson's Bay Railway
carriages his blood ran cold? Were we not
absolutely compelled to order new rollingstock, and does not what we ordered provide for 800 miles of the railways included
in our Railway Bill? Besides, the Treasurer forgot to say that we ordered rails for
400 miles of the new lines. Surely rails are
part of a railway. If Mr. Lavater told the
Treasurer that all the new rolling-stock
would have to be paid. for during the present
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Mr. SERVlOE.-l laid no stress on
the want of parliamentary authority. I
told the honorable member that I spoke of
the business not as a matter of politics so
much as one of finance.
Mr. BENT.-The Treasurer is doing
exactly what we did. He has begun to
operate under a Temporary Advances Act.
Mr. SERVIOE.-That is the Act of
the late Treasurer.
Mr. BENT.-That reminds me that I
can clear the late Treasurer from another
" Can you tell us from your own investigation
how much money will be available out of the
unfair charge. He has been found fault
proposed loan for the construction of the lines
with because money was not provided under
10 this Bill ?-Yes, I can tell you. The first item
of the 2nd schedule to the Bill provides for
the last Temporary Advances Act; but
£2,732,055 for such railways as Parliament may
what is actually the case? He promised to
by any Act direct-that is, that out of the
afford every facility to the incoming Govern£4,000,000 that is what is available. There are,
however, certain recoups to be made from this
ment, and consequently the Act became
£2,732,055.
law. He then warned the present Minister
What are they ?-The amount under Act No.
of Lands and Minister of Oustoms that it
657, £144,883 ; - Which reminds me that Hansw'd report·s would be necessary, directly the measure
the present Ohief Secretary as formerly was carried, to bring down estimates under
complaining bitterly of the extent to which it-but what followed? On the day the
the present Minister of Railways, and of estimates ought to have b<:1en brought
course his chief for the time being also,. down, what did the late Ministry find?
They had been working in their offices up
drew under that Act.
to two o'clock when they suddenly received
"Under Act No. 685, £35,891; under Act No.
messages to the effect that their successors
701, £278,000; recoup to be paid for construcwanted to take office at three o'clock.
tion purposes, Vote 82, 1880-81, £6,105; and there
is to recoup the Act No. 682, for eight engines
Mr. SERVIOE.-Why you had left the
that were built by Robison Brothers for the
Railway
department three or four days
Hobson's Bay lines, £33,375; in all £498,254.
before.
'!'hat leaves a balance of £2,233,801. rl'ben there
is a clause in the Act which provides that
Mr. BENT.-On the contrary, I did not
£200,000 per annum for three years shall be set
leave it until that morning. I venture to say
aside-that has to be added.
"That is not out of the loan; I want to know
my successor found no arrears to attend to.
how much of the loan will be available?-ProI did my work day by day, and every day.
vided the debentures realize par, the money
But I will come back to Mr. Lavater's
available for our use will be £2,233,801.
" Can you vouch for the correctness of those
evidence. It proceeds as follows : year, I can tell the honorable gentleman
that his informant did not know what he
was talking about. As for new rolling-stock
being wanted for existing railways, let the
Treasurer ask the Locomotive Superintendent or the Traffic Manager whether the
lines are not being run at high pressure
every day. Look at the evidence given by
Mr. Lavater before the Legislative Oouncil
last November. I will read the following
portion of it : .

<
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figures?-I can vouch for their correctness."

Why every railway financial statement laid
before the House last session was signed
by Mr. Lavater. If he can sign different
statements at different times, I agree with
the Treasurer that he ought to be kicked
out of his office.
Ie You were going on to say something about
that £600,000; have you made any calculation
taking that into consideration ?-£300,000 of it
will have to be added to the £2,233,801.
"£300,000 of the £600,000 ?-Yes; £300,000 is
the sum available for the purposes of the Bill
now before the House.
"That will be required, according to the
estimates now furnished to the House?-It was
put in the Act for that purpose, in order that
there might be sufficient money.
"What about the remaining £300,000 ?-That
was advanced for the purposes of the Act No.
729. It was an Act for £500,000, which this
House passed n. short time back."

In the face or tllis evidence, how oan tlle
Treasurer say the late Government had no
authority for entering into these contracts?

" £100,000 of it was for construction of rollingstock, £75,000 for purchase of railway materials,
and there was the money that Mr. Greene spoke
of, the £200,000, of which £60,000 was for the
North-Eastern line, and £100,000 for various
other alterations and additions. You will find
the schedule to the Act divided into items of
£200,000, £200,000, and £100,000; in all £500,000.
The last two items represent £300,000 which has
to be recouped in the future by means of
£300,000 out of this £600,000. '
"That is the £200,000 a year from the land
fund ?-Yes.
"That £300,000 is already spent ?-In process
of expenditure."

Now which Mr. Lavater is right-the Mr.
Lavater who is in attendance to-night, or
the Mr. Lavater who gave the evidence I
have just read? Let the Treasurer settle
the point. Would anyone think that the
honorable gentleman specially desired, in
making the remarks he did, to run down the
credit of Victoria? I don't know whether
his interests in New South Wales and Tasmania are larger than those he holds in this
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colony, but I am quite clear that had he
deliberately laid himself out to injure the
good name of Victoria, he could not have
gone much further in that direction than
he did go. Here is an example of what
I mean. He started with saying that
£80,000 had to come off the proceeds of
the £4,000,000 loan. Is he sure that that is
the fact? The amount floated in January
was £600,000, and the allowance then made
for the deferred payments of interest was
£3,600, while the corresponding allowance
made with respect to the £3,400,000 floated
in March was £52,700. But deducting
the premium on the loan leaves the sum
total of the deficiency a mere matter of
£17,000. Where then does the £80,000
deficiency come from?
Mr. GILLIES.-From where did you
get the statement you have just made?
Mr. BENT.-It came from a competent
financier. Of course there is no knowing
what the effect would have been had the loan
not floated, but the fact is tha.t it did float.
And how did it float? The Kerferd loan
realized £90 2s. 7d., the Service loan £94
16s. 10d., but the O'Loghlen loan fetched
£99 6s. 6d. net. Then look at the bank
charges in connexion with the different loans.
The charge for the Kerferd loan was 15s.
per cent., that for the Service loan lOs. per
cent., while that for the O'Loghlen loan
was only 5s. per cent. So that the latter
transaction produced more and cost less than
either of the others.
Mr. MIRAMS.-vVere they each 4 per
cent. loans?
Mr. BENT.-I think so. I refer to the
Service loan because the Treasurer said so
much about flying kites. Let us next look
at the state of the finances when Sir Bryan
O'Loghlen took office. There were then
Tt'easury-bills out to the extent of £511,000,
but Sir Bryan met them and paid them off.
Mr. SERVICE.-A very excellent thing
indeed.
Mr. BENT.-Why then did the honorable gentleman not give us one good mark?
Mr. BERRY.-The late Government
paid that money, but they went borrowing in
every other direction possible.
Mr. BENT.-The late Treasurer never
borrowed a cent. What does the Chief
Secretary think of that? Moreover, he took
off taxation which was heavily burthening the
working men of the country. He had to
pay this £511,000, and to wipe out a deficit
of £249,000, yet on the 30th June, 1882, he
showed a credit balance of £133,000. Here
is another little fact that seems forgotten.

The Public Finances.

It has been complained that in the Loan
Act of 1881, £891,000 was lumped together
for public buildings, the erection of which
was either authorized or to be authorized,
but by whom was the lumping together
done? A glance at Hansard will show the
Treasurer that it was some of his present
colleagues who insisted on that step being
taken.
Mr. SERVICE.-I did not say I objected to what was done then.
Mr. BENT.-Certainly the honorable
gentleman treated the matter as a ground
for accusation. I don't want to take up
time, but I could if I chose read statements
from Hansard which are ten times more
damaging to certain members of the present
Government than are any of the Treasurer's
statements to-night to the members of the
late Government. I suppose the honorable
gentleman wants to be able to say, when his
own bad financing is discovered, that the
previous Government spent all the money.
Let us look, however, at the purposes to
which the late Government intended to apply
the loan floated under the Act No. 717. The
late Treasurer devoted £200,000 to State
school buildings; will any honorable member
say that was not a proper thing to do? He
put down £300,000 for loans for water
supply in country districts; could he have
done less in that direction?
Mr. SERVICE.-The complaint is that
the money was taken up before it was forthcoming.
Mr. BENT.-Does any sane man believe
that there will not be, next January, a.
balance of £] ,800,000 to the credit of the
loan? Why then is there all this fault.
finding? What right has the Minister of
Rail ways to take money out of the loan of
1881 to complete the lines sanctioned under
the Railway Construction Act of 1880?
Does he do it on the advice of Mr. Lavater,
who is, perhaps, as good an authority on
financing as he is on the construction of a.
railway or the lay of a coal mine? As to
the amounts we devoted to new rollingstock, is it not well known that for a long
time past the Traffic Manager has always
had his pockets and hands stuffed with re·
ports complaining of the want of carriages
and engines? Then there is the amount
the late Treasurer set down for the Yan
Yean; was that not a proper arrangement?
Was not the object to supply what the
people of Melbourne and the suburbs have
been crying out for for years ?
Mr. GILLIES.-What has all this to
do with the subject before us for discussion?
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Mr. BENT.-Are we not discussing the
allocation of the loan money?
Mr. SERVICE.-We are discussing the
contracts that were let by the late Government-the heavy liabilities they entered into
without providing the money to meet them.
Mr. BENT.-But who also did the same
thing? My reply is that the Treasurer and
the Minister of Railways did it when they
were last in office. If they deny that they
did so, I will not have another word to say.
Mr. GILLIES.-I deny it.
Mr. BENT.-Does the honorable gentleman deny that he spent £144,000 without
having the money in hand?
Mr. GILLIES.-In the first place, I
could not spend the money. I was put out
of office before any of it was spent.
Mr. BENT.-Then I have no more to say.
Mr. SERVICE.-Let me explain-Mr. BENT.-My statement is that that
£144,000 was spent in the way I speak of
when the present Treasurer held the same
office in 1880.
Mr. GILLIES.-The honorable member
is quite mistaken. At the time in question
I discovered that a number of country lines
--old lines-required an expenditure upon
them in order to complete them and furnish
them properly, and, if the honorable member
looks into the Act No. 657, he will find
the sum of £144,000 allotted in order to
supply the want I refer to. Among the
lines I allude to were the Hobson's Bay
Company's lines which had just been purchased, the Ballarat Railway, the main line
to Echuca, the North-Eastern Railway, and
the Beechworth Railway. The money dealt
with by the Act was to come out of
funds then in hand under the Loan Act of
1878. I asked Parliament to authorize the
expenditure, and it did so. Had it refused,
I would have had nothing more to say.
However, before the expenditure of the
money could be entered upon I left office.
Mr. BENT.-That is practically what I
said. I intimated that the money was taken
for the purpose of equipping certain railway
lines.
Mr. GILLIES.-But the money was
there.
Mr. BENT.-The money was not there.
Mr. GILLIES.-It was there. It was
taken out of the funds lying to the credit of
the Loan Act of 1878.
Mr. BENT.-I repeat that the £144,000
was not there.
Mr. GILLIES.-Here is the Act No.
657, and the honorable member can read it
for himself.
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Mr. BENT .-If the money was there, how
was it that it had to be recouped out of the
loan of 1881 ?
Mr. GILLIES.-Thefirst two sections of
the Act No. 657 are as follows : "There may be issued and applied out of the
Railway Loan Account 1878 any sum or sums of
money not exceeding £50,000 for rolling-stock
for railways the construction of which may by
any Act hereafter be directed.
"There may be issued and applied Ol1t of the
Railway Loan Account 1878 and expended upou
railways authorized to be constructed by the
Act No. 415 a sum not exceeding an average of
£100 'Per mile including stations and rollingstock III addition to the sum authorized by the
said Act and also by the 10th section of the Act
No. 475."
.
Section 3 authorizes an additional expenditure under the Act No. 475, while section 4, which is the last, is in the following
tel'ms:"There may be issued and applied out of the
Railway Loan Account 1878 any sum or sums of
money not exceeding £79,000 for constructing
works on the following lines of rail ways, viz. :Williamstown Junction to Ballarat, Main Line
(Footscray to Rchuca), North-Eastern and Beechworth lines/,Melbourne and Hobson's Bay United
Hail way_ rrovided that any sum or sums of
money issued and applied under this and the
two preceding sections shall be refunded and
paid into the H.ailway Loan Account 1878 out of
moneys raised under the authority of any subsequent Act."
Mr. BENT.-Nevertheless, the money
was not there. The Treasurer talks about
having a memorandum in his pocket, but
I have another memorandum in my pocket
-one drawn up by the officers of the Railway
department-which shows that the money
was to come out of a subsequent Loan Act.
That is why it had to be recouped under
the Loan Act of 1881.
Mr. SERVIOE.-The money was raised
under the Act No. 608, and it was appropriated for certain purposes by the Act No.
657. Consequently the" dibs" were there.
Mr. BENT.-But the" dibs" were not
there. They were taken, but they were to
be recouped. How comes it, if they were
there, that the large sum of £144,883 has
to be paid out of the loan of 1881 ?
Mr. SERVICE.-The fact the honorable member alludes to shows that the
money was advanced out of funds then ill
hand. That is why it had to be recouped.
Mr. BENT.-But the money was there
for another purpose, and at the time in
question (in 1880) there was no intention
whatever of floating a new loan. That is
the whole story. It would seem that the
late Government were in the wrong because
they did not get the authority of the
Accountant of the Railway department,
and because it is said that there will not be
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enough money until the new loan is floated delivered; and I believe it will take from
in January. Why it is well known that two to four years before those contracts are
the rolling-stock ordered will not have to executed. How then can the money for
be paid for for three or four years to come. which the State is liable under those conIn fact, the contracts cannot be completed tracts, be regarded as expenditure for this
under four or five years. I may remark year ? No contract for rolling-stock entered
that up to this moment not a single one of into by the department has been fulfilled
the new carriages or the new engines con- within the proper time. Of the sum for
tracted for many months ago has yet been which the colony is liable, on account of
the equipment of railway lines-about
delivered.
Mr. SERVICE.-Surely the honorable £600,000 for rolling-stock and £500,000
member knows me better than to suppose for rails-not more than £50,000 or
tl1at the statements I put forward this even- £60,000 has yet been asked for.
Mr. SERVICE.-£50,000was borrowed
ing were uttered on my own authority. If he
can show that the Accountant, or any other from the London and Westminster Bank
officer, of the Railway department has made to meet one item alone.
Mr. BENT.-That, I imagine, was for
a false statement to me, I will withdraw it
if I have repeated it, and also punish the carriages which were ordered twelve months
ago. Of course the House was fully aware
offender.
Mr. McINTYRE.-But if the state- that carriages were ordered from England.
ment made can only be described as misMr. SERVICE.-Weare not questioning the authority which the late Governleading?
Mr. SERVICE.-I will act in tIle same ment had, but the· source they drew upon
way with respect to a statement that is for meeting their liabilities.
Mr. BENT.-If the Treasurer's statemisleading in the slightest degree.
Mr. BENT.-I will make a statement ment, boiled down, is that, simply because
respecting the great rolling-stock contracts, the loan was not floated at the time we exabout which there cannot be any mistake. pected, we ha.d not money to meet our liaThe Phcenix Foundry Company have an order bilities, all that I can say is that up to the
for £150,000 worth of engines, and at pre- present time there has been plenty of money
sent not an engine has been delivered. I to meet our liabilities. That being so, and
mention that to meet the Treasurer's as- seeing that the contracts now in hand will
sertion respecting a large sum of money, occupy three years to carry out, I am at a
probably nearly £1,000,000, being wanted loss to understand how so much money is
from the proceeds of the railway loan wanted. We could not spend it ; we really
before the end of the year. I am perfectly could not spend it.
Mr. MIRAMS.-What do the total
aware that, in the opinion of the Accountant, every contract should, as soon as it is contracts for rolling-stock amount to ?
entered into, be called a liability. So much .
Mr. BENT.-About £620,000.
for the 50 engines the Phcenix Foundry
Mr. MIRAMS.-By how much does that
Company have to make. Then, again, of the exceed the amount authorized by the House?
engines which Messrs. Beyer, Peacock, and
Mr. BENT.-The House authorized the
Co. have contracted to construct, at a cost whole amount. It is usual, after a financial
of £32,000, not one has been delivered. statement has been made by the Treasurer, for
The same may be said with regard to the an adjournment to take place. So strongly
engines which the Baldwin Company have in do I feel the necessity for the committee to
hand, and which will cost £30,000. Then, hear a few words from the other side that I
again, Mr. William Williams has a con- am almost disposed to ask that Sir Bryan
tract for carriages and waggons to the tune O'Loghlen should be allowed to come to the
of £70,000, but not a waggon has been bar of the House. However, I have no
delivered. Messrs. Pickles and Co. have doubt that, after he has read the remarks
also entered into a contract for carriages made by the Treasurer to-night, he will give
and waggons to the same amount, but they his late colleagues such information as will
have not yet made any delivery. Messrs. enable them to reply to those points which
Harkness and Co. have undertaken to con- call for notice. In order that this idea may
struct a number of sheep and cattle trucks, be carried out, I shall move thatt the Chairbut not one has yet been recei\Ted by the man report progress. I hope that, before
departlll('nt. In fnct, thct'O arc contracts in to-lllOlTOW nigltt, the Tren.surer will ascertain,
hand for rolling-stock to the tune of at least for a fact, whether the rolling-stock now
£350,000, not any of which has yet been contracted for will be supplied before the
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expiration of two. or three years. From
the statements which have appeared in the
newspapers, I fully expected that the Treasurer would have something wonderful to
disclose to the committee. During the last
few weeks the Minister of Public Works has
told deputations that he had no money at
his disposal. Why? Does he not know
that local bodies have been expending money
placed on the Estimates for certain works?
It would have been wrong on the part of the
late Minister of Public Works if he had not
permitted local works, towards the cost of
which the State contributed, to go on, because there is no knowing what damage the
absence of those works, in the event of floods,
might have caused. I shall certainly await
with anxiety the figures which the Treasurer
has undertaken to furnish to the committee
to-morrow, because if the Accountant of the
Railway department has been guilty of
giving one statement to the Treasurer this
week, and another to the Upper House last
October, I don't think we are very safe in
the hands of a man like that. According
to the memoranda read by the Treasurer, the
Accountant drew my attention from time to
time to the circumstance that there were no
funds available for rolling-stock. There
may have been no funds available out of
ordinary revenue; but when Mr. Gillies and
Mr. Patterson spent money on rollingstock, the Accountant said nothing. rhe
Accountant does not venture to say that
there were no funds available under the loan
proposed to be floated.
Mr. BERRY.-They could not be available.
Mr. BENT.-Not when authority was
given by this House?
Mr. BERRY.-The loan was not available.
Mr. BENT.-But where was the money
to come from to satisfy the Temporary Advances Act?
Mr. SERVICE.-From two sourcesfirst, from the funds unexpended out of the
loan authorized by the Act No. 608, and,
secondly, from the cash balance.
Mr. BENT.-Thatis quite right. Then
how could the Accountant say there were no
funds, when £600,000 was provided for
out of the cash balance, and £400,000 from
the other source?
Mr. SERVICE.-Whydid not thehonorablc member check his own Accountant
if he found that officer telling stories?
Memora1ll1a snch fiS I read came to the
Minister frequently. Why diJ. he allow
those things to be placed on record?
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Mr. BENT.-If the Treasurer looks
further into the matter, he will fi;ld that the
Accountant intimated that if an amount
were transferred from one account to an.
other the thing could be done, and that I
instructed the Accountant and every other
officer to keep within the law. I say now
that the House authorized what was done.
Noone will assert for a moment-there was
too much discussion about the matter-that
there was no authority to call for tenders
for engines and rolling-stock.
Mr. GILLIES.-For a great portion of
them there was no legal authority whatever.
Under the Act No. 729 there was authority
to spend only £100,000 on rolling-stock.
Mr. BENT.-Why not £100,000 worth
of rolling-stock has yet been delivered.
However, I will not take up the time of the
committee further at present. I will move
that the Chairman report progress.
Mr. MIRAMS.-The Treasurer, in the
course of his statement, told us that there
is a sum of £759,609 yet to expend under
the authority of the Act popularly known as
the Patterson Railway Act. I desire to
ask the honorable gentleman whether the
payments to be made on account of that
Act form any portion of the £1,000,000
which he stated, at another stage of his
speech, would have to be provided for railway
purposes during the year?
Mr. SERVICE.-Not at all. The sum
of £470,428 has been borrowed from the
Railway Loan (1878) Account, which is to
be recouped from the fund created under
the Act No. 717. That, added to the
£629,944 taken from the cash balance,
makes £1.100,372 which has to be deducted
from the net proceeds of the loan. That
will leave £995,000 available for various
purposes requiring an expenditure amounting
to £1,500,000.
Mr. MIRAMS.-Do I understand that
the two amounts which, added together,
come to £1,100,372 are to be a first charge
on the £4,000,000 loan?
Mr. SERVICE.-No.
Mr. MIRAMS.-If the Treasurer pays
back the £600,000 to the consolidated revenue, and the other amount to the Railway
Loan (1878) Account,will not that money be
available to use temporarily for the purposes
he spoke of later in his speech-the railway
pu~poses for which he said £1,000,000 was
wanted?
Mr.. SERVICE.-At present there is
only £290,000 in cash available to finish
the railways authorized by the Patterson
Act. Add to that the SllUl of £470,000
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taken out of the loan authorized by Act No. and I want to know how that £1,100,000
608, which has to be paid back out of the can be applied to railway purposes in vie",
loan authorized by Act No. 717, and there of the fact that the Bill authorizing the conwill be £750,000 available for the comple- strnction of further railways has failed to
tion of the Patterson lines ; but it is ex- become law?
pected that all that money will be expended
Mr. SERVIOE.-I read a memorandum
before January next.
from the Under-Treasurer, which, after setl\fr. MIRAMS.-But where will the ting forth the moneys expended under the
rest ofthe money to makeup the £1,100,000 authority of Temporary Advances Acts,
come from?
states that, in addition to those sums, liabiliMr. SERVIOE.-The honorable member ties to the amount of £831,000 had been
furnishes the reason which induced the incurred without the authority of ParliaUnder-Treasurer to write the memorandum ment. I did not emphasize the words" withhe submitted to me, intimating that there out the authority of Parliament," because
were not funds to meet our current liabili- authority was supposed to be contained in
ties, because the cash balance was so com- the Railway Oonstruction Bill which lapsed
pletely depleted owing to the ad vances made in the other House. Therefore, so far, the
for railway purposes. 'Ve have had to draw honorable member for Brighton was right
on London to recoup the cash balance in in saying that he had the authority of this
order to pay our current expenses. Next Assembly. I did not bring any charge, in
year, if funds are not more flourishing than a political sense, against the honorable memthey are at the present moment, it will be ber, for want of authority in entering into
impossible for a similarly large amount to liabilities for rolling-stock on account of
be advanced from the cash balance without new lines. The whole point of my charge
that cash balance being again depleted.
against the late Government, and I strictly
Mr. MIRAMS.-I understand that the confined myself to that one point, is simply
£600,000 will be paid back to the Trea- that they entered into liabilities without
surer's cash balance from which it has been counting when those liabilities would accrue.
taken, and that the amount will probably The honorable member for Brighton does
be available to be drawn upon to make up to not seem yet to realize the position he is
some extent the £500,000 which is looked placed in. The honorable member may be
forward to as a deficiency.
the richest man in the world, but if he has
Mr. SERVIOE.-To some extent.
not money in his treasury to discharge his
Mr. MIRAMS.-I further understand liabilities as they fall due he places himself
that £1,100,372 has been spent out of the in an improper position. As I have said
£4,000,000, and the Treasurer informs lIS before, a Loan Act for a specific purpose is
that he will want, during the currency of a most legitimate thing, and is as easily
this year, £1,000,000 for railway purposes, dealt with as a juggler can deal with his
and £500,000 for waterworks. Are the brass balls. Whether the juggler plays
committee to understand that contracts have with one, two, three, or four balls, so long
been entered into and liabilities incurred as the performance is skilful the spectator
whereby £2,600,000 of the £4,000,000 will is disposed to say that the juggler licks all
be absorbed this year?
other performers-to use an expression not
Mr. SERVIOE.-A great portion of the unknown to the House-" hands down."
£1,100,000 has been expended for purposes But if one ball falls, the performance is comconnected with the loan, and a large portion pletely spoilt. That is exactly what has
of it has been expended for purposes not con-· happened- in connexion with our finances.
nected with the loan. The money has been Instead of the late Government confining
spent somehow or other, and it will have to their attention to one or two loans which
be recouped. The £1,000,000 which I have could be easily managed and dealt with, and
put down to be paid this year is the only ex- under which all requirements could easily
penditure yet to be made on railway account be foreseen, they must needs have some four
during the current year. The one is a past, or five Temporary Advances Acts. But it
and the other a future, transaction.
requires great shrewdness and care to see
Mr. MIRAMS.-The Act authorizing that money is in the bank to meet all bills
the loan of £4,000,000 provided for the ex- payable on the due date. The omission to
penditure of £1,] 00,000 of the money for do this is the charge I made against the
purposes other than railways, snch as the late Government, and nothing else.
completion of Parliament Houses and the
Mr. BENT.-As the Treasurer talks
construction of waterworks and State schools j about jnggling, I beg to ask him if he·will
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bring down, to-morrow, a statement showing how the letting, ten months ago, of a
contract for 50 engines, the whole of which
cannot be delivered in less than four years,
can be called a liability for this year?
Mr. MIRAMS.-I have to thank the
Treasurer for the additional light which he
has thrown on a rather intricate question;
and I now desire to ask him, in connexion
with his proposal to satisfy the debentures,
amounting to £3,800,000, which fall due in
October, by raising a new loan of £2,000,000,
and taking £1,800,000 outof the£4,000,000
loan, whether he does not anticipate that a
large number of the present debentu~e
holders will take ad vantage of the opportumty
of converting their present security into
new Victorian stock? As I understand,
the holders of our 6 per cent. debentures can,
jf they choose, exchange those debentures
for new 4 per cents.
Mr. BERRY.-There is no such provision. It was thrown out.
Mr. MIRAMS.-In the event of the
holders of our 6 per cent. debentures agreeing to continue our creditors as holders of
4 per cents., would that transaction be
looked upon as a new loan?
Mr. SERVICE.-It would be looked
upon as a violation of the pledge given by
the Government to float nothing beyond a
£2,000,000 loan this year.
Mr. LAURENS.-Of course the Treasurer is aware that, although the loan is
nominally for £2,000,000, he is not likely to
get £2,000,000 net. Will not the adverse
figures which the honorable gentleman has
quoted be increased in consequence?
Mr. SERVICE.-By very little. I do
not think the deductions on account of this
loan will be as large in proportion as the
deductions on account of former loans.
Progress was then reported.
The House adjourned at eleven o'clock.
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HYDROPHOBIA.
Mr. STAUGHTON asked the Premier
whether the Goyernment intended to take
steps to stop the importation of dogs fro~:n
Europe, with a view to prevent hydrophobla
being introduced into the col?ny? He w~s
informed that a case of rabIes occurred ll1
.Tasmania recently-a child there was bitten
and died. Also, that two cases had occurred
in New South Wales, but without terminating fatally. It appeared that ~he
veterinary surgeons of the colony had applIed
to the Government to ascertain what steps
they intended taking, but without receiving
any reply.
Mr. BERRY said he would answer the
question, as the administration of the
Health Act was in his department. He
had been informed that the Central Board
of Health had had the subject under con,...
sideration, and intended to recommend the
Government either to obtain the passage ot
a Bill or to frame a regulation, prohibiting'
the i~portation of dogs, which he believed
would be a far wiser proceeding than that.
suggested in New South Wales, which was:
that all imported dogs should under~ol
quarantine for six months. However, It;
would be useless for this colony to prohibit,
the importation of dogs unles~ the other
colonies adopted the same polIcy, because
dogs could find their way overland from one
colony to the other. The subject was under
the consideration of the Government, and
nothing would be done in relation to it
without communication with the House.
MUNICIPAL ENDOWMENT.
Mr. KEYS asked the Treasurer when
the endowment to shires would be paid?
Mr. SERVICE said the endowment.
would be payable immediately-at aU events
by the middle of the month. Whatever de'lay had arisen in connexion with the payment
was attributable not to the Government but
to several shire councils. Some ten or eleven
of the local bodies had not yet sent· in their
returns, and, until those returns were received, the distribution of the money could
not be made.
KERANG RAILWAY.
Mr. MOORE asked the Minister of Ra:hl~
ways when the Eaglehawk and Keran~
Railway would be completed, and whether It
would be within the contract time?
Mr. GILLIES said the date for the completion of the contract was the 30th April,
1883. Some delays occurred in the carrying
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Mr. DEAKIN said he was obliged to
out of the contract owing to the Railway
department not being able to supply, at the the honorable member for Mandurang (Mr.
proper time, material which it was its busi- Moore) for calling his attention to the
ness to provide. It was not anticipated that matter, though he thought it would have
the line would be open until the middle of . been more in accordance with ordinary procedure if the trusts had complained to the
September.
department, in the first instance, instead of
LAND SELECTORS.
through the pu.blic press. He found, on inMr. LANGDON inquired of the Minister quiry that morning, that there had been no
of Lands whether the Government would complaint to the department from either of
agree to the appointment of a select com- the trusts mentioned in the telegram of any
mittee to inquire into the position of selectors laches on the part of the department. He
in the northern and north-western districts of also found that no account had been rethe colony? '1'he selectors in the electorate ceived from either of the trusts which had
he represented, and also in Mandurang, were not been passed for payment with the
in straitened circumstances, and he was utmost expedition. In one instance there
satisfied that, if the course indicated in his was a slight delay, but solely through the
question were pursued, a lot of information omission of the trust concerned to accomwould be gathered which would be of great pany its account with the ordinary claim
value both to the Government and to Par- without which payment could not be made.
liament.
In that instance, the department had to
Mr. TUCKER said the Government had telegraph for the claim, which did not come
no intention of agreeing to the appointment to hand for nine or ten days, but when it
of a select committee. The Lands depart- was received the money was at once availment had made itself fully acquainted with able. As a matter of fact, the Government
the condition of the selectors in the districts had strained a good many points to meet
referred to ; and, although the amount of the trusts. For example, the late Minister
rent in arrears was large, the reports of the of Water Supply, laudably enough, made
Crown lands bailiffs, which came in from an arrangement under which the accounts
time to time, did not at all endorse the view of trusts were paid in advance, so to speak,
that the general body of selectors were unable on the one simple condition that the
to pay their rents. At any rate, each case vouchers for one account should be sent in
would be considered on its merits.
before a second account was presented for
payment. Under these circumstances, he
COOLIE LABOUR.
was at a loss to understand what grievance
Mr. TOOHEY asked the Premier if he existed.
would take prompt action to stop the introRESERVES.
duction of coolie labour into the colony?
Mr
..
TOOHEY
asked the Minister of
It appeared that arrangements had been
made for bringing a large number of coolies Lands when he proposed to deal with the
to the colony, and he thought it must be ad- reserves question?
Mr. TUCKER replied that the matter
mitted that coolies were a most undesirable
would be dealt with in the new Land Bill;
class of immigrants.
Mr. SERVICE observed that the but he had given instructions for the preGovernment were not in possession of any paration, in the meantime, of a schedule of
information to justify them in taking action the reserves, showing their character and
purpose, copies of which would be disin the matter.
tributed for the information of honorable
WATERWORKS TRUSTS.
members.
Mr. MOORE called the attention of the
PUBLIC SERVICE.
Minister of Water Supply to the telegraphic
report, in that day's Argus, of a meeting
ApPOINTMENTS.
held at Kerang the previous evening, when
Mr. RICHARDSON movedserious complaints were made as to the
" That there be laid before this House a return
delay in the payment of the funds which showing
the names of all persons appointed in
the Government had undertaken to place at each of the public departments between 6th July,
the disposal of the Swan Hill and St. Ar- 1882, and 8th March, 1883, stating in each case the
naud waterworks trusts, and asked whether amount of salary and the kind of employment."
immediate. measures would be adopted to
Mr. JAMES seconded the motion, which
remove the dissatisfaction which prevailed? was agreed to.
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PUBLIC WORKS TEMPORARY
ADVANCES ACT.
The House having resolved itself into
committee,
Mr. GILLIES moved"That the following estimate of expenditure
which the Board of Land and Works proposes to
incur during the year ending 30th June, 1883,
under the Public Works Temporary Advances
Act 18S3:Rolling-stock ...
...
...
... £50,000
Permanent way, materials, plant, &c. 50,000
be agreed to by this committee."

£100,000

The resolution was agreed to, and was
reported to the House and adopted.
The House having again gone into
committee,
Mr. DEAKIN movedCI That the following estimate of the expenditure which the Board of Land and Works proposes to incur during the year ending 30th June,
1883, under Act No. 747, for the undermentioned
purpose-Towards Yan Yean waterworks extension, £70,000-be agreed to by this committee."

The resolution was agreed to, and was re.ported to the House and adopted.
RAILWAY ROLLING-STOCK.
Mr. BENT asked the Treasurer whether
he was in possession of the return promised
. the previous night, giving details of the
works for which the honorable member had
alleged £1,067,000 would be required by
the Railway department before January,
1884 ?
Mr. SERVICE said he asked the Accountant of the Railway department for
the return, and that officer promised to
supply it, but it had not yet come to hand.
However, Mr. Lavater had informed him
that the statement of the honorable member for Brighton that none of the rollingstock ordered by him had yet been delivered
had really nothing to do with the question
of how much money would be required on
account of contracts for rolling-stock before
January, because it was the practice of contractors for a number of engines to complete
certain parts of all the locomotives before a
single engine was finished, and money was
paid on account as the work progressed.
Consequently, although no rolling-stock
might be delivered during the year, money
would still have to be paid on account of
.the contracts.
After some discussion,
Mr. GILLIES handed to Mr. Bent a
list of the contracts entered into, and the
monthly payments which had to be made
on account of them.
.
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THE PUBLIC FINANCES.
ADJOURNED DEBATE.

The House having resolved itself into
Committee of Supply,
The debate on Mr. Service's financial
statement, submitted the previous evening,
was proceeded with.
Mr. BENT.-Mr. Cooper, I can only reiterate what I said last night that I regret
most exceedingly that Sir Bryan O'Loghlen
is not here, because he could have better
replied than anyone else to the slandersI can use no other term - which the
Treasurer indulged in last night. I would
remind honorable members that on every
occasion on which Sir Bryan O'Loghlen
addressed this House on the subject of
finance, the A1'gUS and other newspapers
gave him credit for SUbmitting a clear,
simple, and straightforward statement which
enabled everyone to understand thoroughly
the condition of the' financial affairs of the
colony. Sir Bryan did not want the assistance of reports from Mr. Lavater, or memoranda from the Under-Treasurer, nor did he
want to talk about" balls " and" kites" as
the Treasurer talked last night, and yet he
was able to submit to Parliament a clear
statement of the facts of the case. I would
have been glad if the present Treasurer had
adopted a similar course. It appears that
the honorable gentleman is in the habit of
going home with Mr. Lavater, who, it seems,
posts him up for the statements which he
delivers in this House, and which, in my
opinion, are calculated to damage the credit
of the colony. According to the statement
which the Treasurer made last night, the
honorable gentleman calculates, this year,
upon what he calls" savings?' to the tune
of £200,000. But he has never condescended to inform the committee how
these" savings" will be effected, or whether
savings of any kind are possible. Then,
again, the Treasurer intimated that it will
be necessary to pass, this year, Additional
Estimates amounting to £433,000. But
these Additional Estimates are not yet in
the hands of the committee. So that the
Treasurer has been talking of a sum of
£600,000 and upwards which we don't
know anything at all about. The Treasurer, in endeavouring to show what he was
pleased to call the bungles of his predecessor,
produced a statement of the public account
from month to month; but no one knows
better than the honorable gentleman that
estimates are made not for each month but
for the whole year, and he should recollect
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tl1at the best month of the current year has
yct to come. I venture to say that the
revenue for the current year will be £50,000
in excess of what the Treasurer stated last
night, and that the balance of £37,000
which the honorable gentleman expects to
carry to the next financial year will be
supplemented by that amount. The Treasurer was good enough to state that the
Additional Estimates would include provision for expenditure which should have
been met by the Railway department some
two or three years ago. Here I desire to
say that, when Mr. Patterson was Minister
of Railways, Mr. Lavater estimated the expenditure at some £30,000 or £40,000 less
than he ought to have done. Last year, the
railway estimates submitted by the late Government showed an ad vance of something
like 1 per cent. upon what the Accountant
estimated as the correct sum. In fact, the
practice has been to add 1 per cent. to whatever estimate the Railway department might
furnish as to the year's expenditure on
account of that branch of the public service.
Of course, any expenditure additional to that
has had to be provided for in a special
manner. The Treasurer seeks to take credit
for providing for this extra expenditure of
the Railway department on the Additional
Estimates ; but I am assured by Sir Bryan
O'Loghlen that, when at the Treasury, he
made a memorandum that this provision on
the Additional Estimates should be made.
That is one reason why I am anxious to see
the Additional Estimates. However, as it
appears that they will not be presented until
next week, there is no use in discussing the
matter any further at present. A . constituent of mine, referring to the Treasurer,
said to me to-day-" I am sure he must
have interests in New South Wales or South
Australia, or somewhere else out of the
colony; he really cannot have the interests
of Victoria at heart to make such a statement as he did last night." From that
point of view, I think all of us ought to be
grateful that the Treasurer was absent from
the colony for twenty months. I think also
it is matter for congratulation that, notwithstanding the pressure to which the late
Treasurer was subjected, he was able to provide the money that was needed for waterworks in country districts. The Minister of
Water Supply made a statement to-night
which shows that everything has been done
right and in order in his department. I
don't think anybody expected anything else
from the gentleman who recently presided
over that branch of the public service.. I
Mr. Bent.
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am sorry he is not present in his place.
Probably he could show what value there is
to be placed on statements made from the
public platform by persons who may be
anxious to discredit him. I say it is impossible for them to do anything of the kind, because there is not in the House or out of it
a man more honorable or straightforward
than the honorable member for Kyneton.
The Treasurer also stated last night that
there was only £990,000 left out of the
loan. I cannot understand how he makes
that out. In looking over the accounts today, I found that, instead of £80,000 having
to be deducted from the £4,000,000 as
stated by the Treasurer, the amount which
has to be deducted is only £62,000, and
consequently the loan realized within a
small sum of £4,000,000. Thentheamount
required to be expended during the current
year on account of the Patterson Railway
Act is only £350,000. There is one linethe Bacchus Marsh Railway-which was
only let the other day, and cannot be finished
for the next two years, consequently, when
the Treasurer stated that the Railway department would require £1,067,000 during
the present year, he was in error to the extent of £700,000. I repeat that £350,000
is all that will be required this year to meet
liabilities under the Patterson Act, so that,
instead of £990,000 being all that will be
available out of the loan, the amount really
is £1,764,000.
Mr. BERRY.-You forget the payments
on account of rolling-stock and permanent
way.
Mr. BENT.-The Treasurer stated last
night that £1,067,000 would be required by
the Railway department by the 1st January
next, whereas I have gone through the items
to-day, and I find that only about £300,000
will be required. I cannot attach any importance to the figures of an officer who, in
October last, gave certain evidence before
the Legislative Council, and now, although
no contract has been let since, puts forward
quite a different statement. On the question of rolling-stock, I may ask where are
the bundles of reports from Mr. Anderson
and Mr. Mirls, drawing attention to the
necessity for additional rolling-stock? I
need not remind honorable members that,
before a select committee of the Upper
House last year, Mr. Mirls stated that his
blood ran cold when he saw the condition of
the rolling-stock on the suburban lines. I
made extracts from 60 or 70 leading articles
in the press calling on the Government to
provide more rolling-stock. I obtained from
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the Railway department, to-day, particulars
as to the rolling-stock which was let by the
late Go,~ernment, and the times at which it
will be delivered, and this information fully
justifies my statement that only £300,000
or £350,000 will be required this year.
With regard to this alleged unauthorized
expenditure, I repeat what I said last night,
that Olle recoup was for £144,000, expended
by the present Minister of Railways when he
was in office before, and when there was no
loan in progress or even thought of. I
have it upon the authority of the Accountant
of the Railway department that that is the
fact.
Mr. GILLIES.-It was expended after
I left office. I did not spend a penny of it.
Mr. BENT .-The Accountant has told
me that ~hell this £144,000 was expended
there was not a loan even thought of. The
Temporary Advances Act for £278,000,
passed by the late Government, provided
for the duplication of the lines to Hawthorn,
to Oaldeigh, to Essendoll, and to Brighton,
for raising the line between Melbourne and
Emerald Hill, and for other necessary works.
Of that £278,000 there is yet £70,000
unexpended. Then, in the Temporary Advances Act for £500,000, there wa., provided
£100,000 for rolling-stock, £75,000 for
plant and rails, £10,000 for workshops,
£10,000 for permanent surveys, and £5,000
for the connexion between Spencer-street
and Flinders-street stations. Yet the Minister of Railways stated the other day that
there was no authority for this expenditure.
Mr. GILLIES.-Oh, no; I did not.
Mr. BENT.-The statement made by the
honorable gentleman at Essendon was"They expended for surveys £15,000, for workshops £12,000, and £5,000 for the connexion
between Spencer-street and Flinders-street."

That was the assertion of the honorable
gentleman, and here is the schedule of the
Temporary Advances Act, which was seen
by every member before the Act was passed.
I have already stated that there is no necessity to spend more than £300,000 during
the current year on contracts in the Railway
department, and in support of that statement
I will read the following return, showing
how long some of the contracts let have to
run : Contractor.

Amount. Contract Expires.

--·-------1--- --------

£70,000 A prJI, 1886.
William Williams
Pickles and Co.
... 70,000 April, ]886.
Phoonix Foundry Co.
150,000 December, 1884.
Sali Cleve
...
.. . 84,000 February, 1884.
August, 1885.
Belgian Export Co. .. .
SES. 1883.-1
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Those contracts represent about £700,000,
and yet the Treasurer has stated that
£1,067,000 will be required by the department by the 1st January next. The total
amount of the contracts altogether is only
about £1,000,000, and they are not to be
completed for three years. Indeed, I have
it on excellent authority that the Phcenix
Foundry 'Company will take at least four
years to complete their contract, while
Messrs. Pickles and Co., as I saw while
visiting Sandhurst the other day, are only
just ready for work, and will take two or
three years to finish their crmt.ract. The
same remark will apply to Mr. 'Villiams.
How much money has been paid on these
contracts? Mr. Williams signed his contract seven or eight months ago, and up to
the present date he has only received £1,000.
The Phcenix Company have received for
materials £24,900, Messrs. Pickles and
Co. have received only £1,040 ont of a
£70,000 contract, and Messrs. Johnson
and Co. have received £3,500. In view
of these facts, I cannot understand the
Treasurer making the statement ]10 did.
If his object was to damage the late Government, I would ask, if anything wrong
happened, who is more to blame than the
present Minister of Railways, who sawall
these accounts night after night in the
House? The honorable member for Geelong (Mr. Berry), I admit, opposed our proposal to send to England for 25 engines,
but the present Minister of Railways
strongly supported it; and the same was
the case with regard to the order sent to
England for carriages. In the same way,
when we proposed to duplicate the line to
Seymour, the Minister of Railways and the
Attorney-General supported that work,
which, moreover, the officers of the department reported to be absolutely necessary.
The talk we now hear about the late Government having incurred expenditure without parliamentary authority is certainly
amazing to me. If all this wrong-doing
was going on, what was the present Minister of Railways about? Did he, while the
O'Loghlen Government were in office, point
out a single act which he considered wrong?
Not one. I presume, however, that, now
that another Government is itt office, it is
considered necessary to kick up a row of some
kind, inorder that the Treasurer may show his
financial ability, and that he is rescuing the
country from the verge of insolvency. The
Treasurer spoke last night about hoisting
the five balls; he appeared to me in his mode
of juggling with the figures to be executing .

S~lpply.

106

[ASSEMBLY.]

the hat trick. I repeat that the whole
amount which tho Railwaydepartmont can be
callcd upon to pay this year is only about
£300,000, and consequently instead of only
£990,000 there will be £1,700,000 ont of the
loan. Besides, is the money expended on
rails and rolling-stock lost altogether?
The late Government let, with the consent
of the House, contracts for sufficient rails
and rolling-stock for all the lines in their
Railway Bill, and that really means half the
cost of the railways. The Treasurer also
omitted to take into consideration the
£600,000 to be obtained from the land fund
-£200,000 a year for three years-and I
maintain that there will be ample funds to
carry out the intentions of the late Government. The earthworks of the lines, especially if fencing is dispenscd with, can be made
for £1,500 per mile. That this is the fact
is shown by the following return giving the
cost of the earthworks on lines which have
actually been let : Lines.

St. Arnaud to Donald
Inglewood to I{orong Vale
J{orong Vale to Charlton .. .
Eagleba wk to Mitiamo .. .
Shepparton to Numurkah
Benalla towards Yarrawonga and
St. James
...
Horsham to Dimboola
Colao to Camperdown

Cost
per niile.

£1,523
1,443
1,789
1,229
991
1,420
1,340
1,686

By the way I may mention that no one
supported our proposal to give large contracts for rolling-stock to local firms more
strongly than the present Minister of Lands,
and I rejoice at the foresight which the
Government showed in placing the work in
hand in the manner they did, e8pecially as
the money would be available to pay for the
works when it was wanted. About 300
miles of railway will be opened under the Patterson Act within the next eighteen or
twenty months, and where would the rolling-stock for those lines come from if the
late Government had not made the provision they did? Mr. Lavater, I believe,
also says that there. is plenty of rollingstock, but I do not think there is any other
officer in the department will say so. If
there is plenty of rolling-stock, why was it
necessary for the Railway department to
pack passengers in cattle trucks during the
Easter holidays? I must say that I was
surprised at the Minister of Railways, when
he got into office-which I -do not begrudge
him-trying to frighten the people of the
country by making the statements he did. I
did not expect anything from the Treasurer,
Mr. Bent.
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because, after the statements he made about
Sir Bryan O'Loghlen, I knew he would
try to discredit that gentleman as much
as he could; but I confess I did not
anticipate that the Minister of Railways
would adopt a similar course. The Treasurer
referred last night to the difficulty he experienced in separating the different Bills
introduced by the late Government, but I
hold in my hand a Treasury-voucher issued
on the 7th March, only a day before the late
Government left office, from which, as I
stated last night, a cllild could understand
the financial position of the country in five
minutes. It shows the allocation of the
various funds, and the charges upon each,
with the greatest clearness. With such a
document before him, I can hardly understand how a gentleman who boasts that he
is an accountant could require, as he stated,
a great amount of hard work before he
Gould understand the position of the finances.
The voucher I referred to shows the expenditure under Act No. 608, as follows : EXPENDITURE UNDER ACT No. 608 TO MARCH 7.
1883.
Allocation of net
proceeds.

Charges.

Purchase Melbourne
and Hobson's Bay
Railway
..
'. £1,043,520 0 0 £1,043,520 0 0
Construction of railways already authorized ..
.•
..
150,000 0 0
149,967 4 10
Rolling-stock for railways ..
..
..
180,000 0 0
180,000 0 0
Melbourne Station and
railway extensions
to be authorized . .
150,000 0 0
150,000 0 0
For repaying to Consolidated RevenueYan Yean water}
supply
..
28,000 0 0
Railways
..
229,480 0 0
133,053 12 2
Public Works..
68,426 110
Construction of railways to be authorized-(The expenditure includes £50,000
authorized for rolling-stock under Act
No. 657, sec. 1)
.. 2,463,1791411 1,766,900 7 0
Repaying deficiency in
stock..
..
..
62,000 0 0
80,252 17 6
Construction of Houses
of Parliament, Law
197,528 16 10
197,528 16 10
Courts, Public Offices
Yan Yean Water Supply ~ .
..
..
123,455 10 6
123,455 10 6
Loans-water supply,
country
..
.•
98,764 8 5
95,206 8 5
Erection State School
buildings . .
..
197,528 16 10
197,528 16 10
Bridge over the Yarra.
59,258 13 1
1,800 0 0
Balance at credit of - - - - - - - - - - Act No. 608 ..
.. £4,954,716 0 7 £4,165,640 1 11

I think that statement shows with sufficient
clearness the facts which the Treasurer
states he had such great difficulty in learning.
In connexion with the item of rolling-stock,
I may refer to the great charge brought
against me by the Treasurer last night, that
time after time Mr. Lavater gave me notice
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that there was no money to pay for this
rolling-stock. I could not to-day obtain
the papers from which the Treasurer quoted,
but I find Mr. Lavater's minutes given in
the Argus report this morning. I am told
that this is not the first time that Mr.
Lavater has done this sort of thing, and
that he usually pl'l;>tects himself by writing
minutes of the kind. But the Treasurer
omitted to tell the House that upon the representations made by Mr. Lavater in those
memoranda a Bill was passed on the 14th
August, 1882, to provide for all this
rolling-stock. The schedule to that Act
contains the following items :-Rollingstock, £100,000; plant and rails, £75,000;
workshops, £10,000; permanent surveys,
£10,000; Spencer-street and Flindersstreet connexion, £5,000. So that, notwithstanding all the" hifalutin" statements
of the Treasurer about Mr. Lavater repeatedly drawing. attention to the want of
funds without any effect, the fact is that
two or three months after the representation
of the Accountant a Bill was passed, autllorizing the very expenditure referred to by
the Treasurer last night. I also noticed,
last night, that the Treasurer found fault
with the action of the late Government in
improving the Yan Yean water supply. ·1
think,however, that everyone, and especially
the residents of Melbourne and the suburbs,
will admit that there is no grander work,
and no work which has better justified the
expenditure on it, than the Yan Yean water
supply. Apart from a sanitary point of
view, there is no property belonging to the
State which affords so good a return, and I
rejoice that I was a member of a Government which improved and extended the
water supply of the metropolis. Instead of
censure, we deserve gratitude for our action in
that respect, and I think the Treasurer ought
really to be ashamed of himself for reflecting on men who had a greater regard for the
wants of the people than he appears to have.
himself. The Minister of Railways said we
had no· authority for our· expenditure on
rolling-stock; but I would like to know
whether the item of £100,000 in the Temporary Advances Act, the schedule to which
I have quoted, is no authority? Will he
venture to say that, in view of the enormous
railway extensions going on-300 miles to
be opened within the next eighteen months
or so-we have sufficient rolling-stock even
now, and tha.t, in addition to the contracts
entered into by the late Government, it
would not be wise to set aside £30,000 or
£40,000,for the purpose:of equipping the
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lines to meet the increase of traffic? When
it is said that we let works without money
to pay for them, I deny the statement in
toto, and I assert that there is plenty of
money to pay everybody and for everything.
I do not know whether the Treasurer informed the House wilfully or ignorantly
that a million of money would be required
for the Railway department before the 1st
January next, but the statement was quite
incorrect, and I defy the honorable gentleman to prove it. No doubt contracts for
rolling-stock have been let to the extent of
£600,000, but some of the contracts have
not been even commenced, and it will be
three or four years at least before they are
all completed. The same remark applies
to the contracts for rails. Some of the
rails contracted for under the Patterson Act are only just coming in now. In
the Age the other day a return supplied by
Mr. Mirls, no doubt by order of the Minister, was published, showing the position of
the contracts for rolling-stock let since
June, 1881, and this may be taken as
affording a good indication of the rate at
which contracts are carried out. It appears
from that return that out of 2,091 vehicles
ordered only 279 have been delivered during
a period of eighteen months. At that rate
it would take about twelve years to complete
the contracts entered into by the late Government, but I am credibly informed that
we may expect the whole of these engines
and carriages in about four years. If we
divide £600,000 by four, it will be seen
that the annual payment on account of
these contracts would only be £150,000 for
the next four years.
Mr. GILLIES.-You know better than
that.
Mr. BENT.-I consider that it would be
beneath me, as a member of this House, to
make a statement to which it could be
truthfully retorted that I knew better. I
know that my statement is correct that the
whole of this rolling-stock will not be delivered for the next three or four years. If
the Minister of Railways brings me a paper
signed by the proper officer of the department, stating that either these engines,
carriages, or trucks will be delivered before the contract time, I will then plead
guilty to having been mistaken. But I
venture to say that the honorable gentleman
will not find a responsible officer either in
the locomotive or traffic branch who will
sign such a statement. Instead of my·
knowing better, I might retort to the Minister of Railways that no one knows better
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than himself that this rolling-stock will not
be delivered for the next three or four years

-that there is not the slightest chance of
the contracts being carried out before contract time. There has not been a single
instance in the department, whoever was
Minister, in which a quantity of rollingstock was ever delivered before the period
named in the contract. I again assert that
we have the money to pay for these contracts,
and that it was a wise course on the part of
the late Government to enter into them.
The statements of the Treasurer have simply
been made for the purpose of creating a
panic, but fifty Treasurers like him cannot
damn this great country. Snrely so grand
a Government as the present Ministry, with
all its strength and talents, could afford to
stand on its own merits without seeking to
depreciate its predecessors. The Minister of
Railways stated at Mr. Harper's dinner, the
other night, that some of the members of this
Government had been before the country as
public men for the last twenty years.
Mr. GIL LIES.-I did not speak at
Mr. Harper's dinner. You should be more
careful.
Mr. BENT .-I have a recollection of
reading such a remark by the honorable
gentleman, although I may be mistaken
as to the place at which he uttered it.
It appears as if the honorable gentleman
and his friends found fault privately with
the late Government, though they never
did so publicly. If they knew of anything
wrong in connexion with the finances, why
did they not get up at the time, like men,
and denounce it? I say that the honorable
gentleman cannot put his finger on any
sum that we expended without the authority
of Parliament, or the full knowledge of the
Legislative Assembly. Without going into
figures, or referring to Mr. Lavater or any
one else, I may mention a few of the items
of expenditure, and I will ask honorable
members whether they did not know all about
them. There are the carriages and engines
ordered from England, the engines ordered
from the Phamix Foundl'y Company, and
the carriages ordered from Williams and from
Pickles and Co. Those items amount to
£340,000 or £350,000,and honorable members knew allabout themat the timetheexpenditurewas incurred. I am surprised that the
Minister of Railways could make the statement he made at Essendon about the money
being expended without authority. A more
falla~ious statement I never heard in my life,
but I suppose that the honorable gentleman
made it for the purpose of the elections.
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He now laughs in his sleeve, and probably
thinks that the story was a rattling good
joke. The voucher which I hold in my hand,
and which has been issued from the Treasury,
also shows exactly how the £1,073,244
15s. 9d. advanced on account of the Act
No. 717 was obtained, and, according to this
document, all the mOlley taken out of
the loan fund was £468,261 5s. 5d., the
balance, £604,983 lOs. 4d., being taken
from the consolidated revenue. There is
not the slightest necessity, as the Minister
of Railways is aware, for paying this
money back again in the way indicated
by the Treasurer last night. The Treasurer's
statement, as I have already said, was made
simply for the purpose of causing a sensation in the country. However, I am happy
to know that it has not had that effect, as
people now are merely saying that it is the
usual practice for the incoming Treasurer to
attack the outgoing one. I can hardly believe that Mr. Lavater has been guilty of
the meanness which was attributed to him
last night; and, at any rate, I do not think
that Members of Parliament should encourage public officers to run, the minute
Ministers go out of office, with open arms
to the new Ministers, and find fault with
the retiring ones. I will now read a statement of the expenditure authorized under
Act No. 701, and the amounts expended
up to the 7th March last, which was tIle
day before the late Ministry retired from
office. The statement is as follows : EXPENDITURE UNDER ACT No.
TO 7TH MARCH 1883.

Appropriation.

701
Charges.

------------------1-------------£
£
d.
8.

For Rail ways
...
. .. 278,000
For School Buildings ... 80,000
.For Yan Yean Waterworks 60,000
For Geelong and Coliban
Waterworks
...
...6,000
For Water Supply, Country-Loans
...
. .. 150,000
For M. & H. B. Railway
Debentures
...
... 20,400
For Bendigo Waterworks
Debentures
... 60,000

209,269 8 8
76,164 8 5
59,708 10 6
6,000 0 0
61,055 11 1
20,400 0 0
60,000 0 0

654,400 492,597 18 8

It will be seen that of the £278,000 appropriated for railways, only £209,269 had
been expended on the 7th March. I will
mention a few of the item"s, so that honorable members may judge whether there is
any truth in the charge of wasteful expenditure, as put by the Treasurer. There was
£270 for Trentham station; £1,230 for
Carapooee station; £10,000 for the Maryborough station; £15,400 for the North
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Melbourne and Essendon junction; £3,515
for the Williamstown station and pier;
£5,000 for Geelong station; £1,000 for
Ararat station; £3',000 for passenger and
goods accommodation at WaUace, Dunnstown, and Bungaree; £13,000 for second
line of way from Newmarket to Essendon;
£7,000 for second line'of way from South
Yarm to Oaldeigh; £4,000 for station
accommodation between South Yarra and
Oaldeigh; £54,000 for the erection of a
now bridge over the Yarra, on the Hobson's
Bay Railway; £11,000 for a second line
of way from Richmond to Hawthorn;
£42,000 for a second line of way from
Windsor to Brighton; £50,000 for rollingstock on the Hobson's Bay lines; £5,000
for running-shed, shop tools, &c., at Sandridge; and £23,500 for interlocking points
at various stations. According to the official
document, the total amount appropriated
under Act No. 701 was £654,400, and the
total expenditure up to the 7th March was
£492,597. All the expenditure was authorized by Act of Parliament, and, therefore,
the Minister of Railways made a slight
mistake in saying that there was no authority
for it.
Mr. GILLIES.-I did not say so.
Mr. BENT.-None of the expenditure
llas ever been incurred otherwise than in
accordance with the reports of the proper
officers, or without being duly certified to
by them. I now come to the expenditure
under Act No. 737. The total amount
under that Act which has been appropriated
is £123,300, and the amount expended up
to the 7th March was £69,068 lIs. 5d.
The items are as follows : Appropriation.

Charges.

-----------------1·------------£
£ s. d.

Houses of Parliament
and Law Uourts
Gcelong and Colib~~
Waterworks
State School B~i1ding~
M. & H. B. Railway Debentures

25,000

1,049

25,000
25,000

4,461 Ii 2
5,90i 17 11

48,300
128,300

48,200

2 4

0 0

69,068 11

5

I next come to the expenditure under Act
No. 729-that is out of the £4,000,000 loan.
I again repeat that that loan is the most
successful, by several pounds per cent., of
any loan which Victoria has floated; and
I venture to assert that when the redemption
debentures are floated as good a price will
not be obtained for them, notwithstanding
the great talents and the grand financial
p.bility of the ge~tlemen wh~ now occupy tl}e
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Treasury bench. The following is a statement of the appropriation and expenditure
under Act No. 729 up to the 7th March
1883:'
Appropriation.

Rolling-stock
Plant and Rails
Workshops...
...
Permanent Surveys ...
Spencer & Flinders street
Stations ...
...
...
Essendon and Seymour
Du pI ication,Mel bourne
~tation

...

Alterations

Charges.

---------£
£
s. d.
100,000
75,000
10,000
10,000

99,347 19 g
41,598 9 4
6,879 6 0
9,881 17 4

5,000

1,065 5 0

200,000
100,000

52,182 6 8
45,323 8 4

- ------500,000 256,278

7 5

It will be seen that out of the £4,000,000
loan £100,000 has been appropriated for
rolling-stock, and of that amount £99,347
19s. 9d. was expended up to the 7th March.
Therefore there was authority to spend
£100,000 for rolling-stock, and less than
£100,000 was spent.
Mr. GILLIES.-Nobody denies what
you are saying, but it does not touch the
matter at issue.
Mr. BENT.-I am sorry that my voice
is broken, and that I am not very well,
having had hardly any sleep all night, for
I was prepared to show, step by step, that
reckless, wilful, and wicked statements have
been made, not only outside but in Parliament, and now, when I produce a Treasury
document like the one I am referring to, the
Minister of Railways affects, in a sneaking
way, to laugh at it, and thinks that he perpetrated a good joke when he made his misstatements.
Mr. GILLIES.-You are not touching
the point at all.
Mr. BENT.-The total amount appropriated out of the £4,000,000 loan is
£500,000, and the expenditure up to the
7th March was £256,278 7s. 5d. Of the
£500,000, £10,000 has been appropriated
for railway workshops, and only £6,879 has
been expended.
Mr. GILLIES.-Are you sure of that?
Mr. BENT.-I am reading from an
official document.
Mr. GILLIES.-There is more than
that expended.
Mr. BENT.-Thia document shows the
expenditure up to the 7th or March last, the
day before the late Government left office.
Mr. Lavater may say differently, but tbis
document is from the Under-Treasurer, and
.surely the Minister of Railways will not
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deny its correctness. This is the Treasurer's
Holy Bible. The Chief Secretary must be
fully aware that it shows every item appropriated out of the loan, and the expenditure
which has been incurred.
Mr. BERRY.-The document does not
show what you want to show. The charge
against you is that, after all the money you
had was expended, you went into fresh conttacts. The Acts you refer to a,uthorized
expenditure, but did not raise money to
meet it.
Mr. BENT.-Did not the loan provide
the money to carry out the ,contracts?
Mr. BERRY.-The loan was not floated
when the contracts were entered into.
Mr. BENT.-Was the loan not floated
on the 7th March? Will the Chief Secretary say that the contracts were not properly
let-that they were not entered into with the
full knowledge of the Assembly and the
country? It was well known that the contracts would not be finished under three or
four years, and that the money to meet them
would be ready when it was required. I
was disgusted last night when I heard the
Treasurer speak about pawnshops. It makes
me blush with shame and indignation to see
so-called leading men try to deteriorate the
colony. It is, however, too elastic for them to
do so. No doubt a great deal or the failure
of the first attempt of the late Government to
float the £4,000,000 loan was occasioned by
men like the present Treasurer and Minister of
Railways, and in future, while I am here, I
will do all I can to prevent the banks having
any control over our loans. As a matter of
fact, when the present Government came into
office the £4,000,000 loan was floated, and
they had plenty of money. The Treasurer
could have drawn £500,000 the day he took
office, or the next day, and there was no necessity for the honorable gentleman to talk
about going to the London and Westminster
Bank to borrow £50,000. I was astounded
and amazed when I heard the Treasurer talk
about flying kites and try to fly-blow the
financial reputation of the colony. After
payment of all expenses connected with the
floating ofthe late loan, Sir Bryan O'Loghlen
obtained within £62,000 of the £4,000,000
-the total amount of the loan-a thing
which was. never done for the colony before,
and probably would not have been done yet
but for Sir Bryan's action. It will be seen
that amongst theitems Lyf expenditure authorized. under Act No. 729 are £5,000 for alterations at Spencer-street and Flinders-street
stations, about one-half of which has been
expended; £200,000 for the Essendon and
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Seymour duplication, of which only £52,000
has been spent, leaving an unexpended
balance of nearly £150,000; and £100,000
for other alterations, of which £45,000 has
been spent, leaving a balance of £55,000.
How can the Minister of Railways tell the
Assembly that he has no money in the face
of these sums being unexpended, with the
loan floated, and with plenty of money in
hand? How can it be said that the late Government entered into contracts and works
without authority? I don't think that the
Minister of Railways, or any member of the
present Ministry, will gainsay or contradict
anything in the paper which I hold in my
hand. The late Government consider that
they left the Treasury in a flourishing condition. We say that the Treasurer has got
a million of money to play with. The honorable gentleman wants to make it appear
that there will be £555,000 short on the 1st
January next, but I tell him that there will
be nothing of the kind. Instead of being
£555,000 short, he will have over £1,000,000.
He has got plenty of money without pawning debentures,'flying kites, doing hat tricks,
or throwing up balls. I have been curious
to look at some of the criticisms made by
past Treasurers on their predecessors, and I
find that one of the severest was by Mr.
Service on Mr. Berry. He said that Mr.
Berry had ruined the country clean. When
the latter gentleman went out of office he left
over £500,000 worth of bills to meet.
Mr. BERRY.-I provided funds to meet
them.
Mr. BENT.-No; but the late Government paid off the obligation, and remitted
taxation.
Mr. BERRY.-Areyou "stone-walling"?
Mr. BENT.-I am not. I am sorry that
I am not well enough-I have been ill nearly
a week-to go thoroughly into the charges
made against the late Government. I do
not wish to say a word about the coalition
which has taken place, and I have purposely
avoided doing so. Nobody loves this colony
more than I do. When it prospers I prosper,
and therefore I shall be very glad if the
present Government promote its prosperity.
I must, however, say it was cowardly of the
Minister of Railways, a former colleague of
mine, to go to Essendon and make statements against me which he cannot substantiate. All the contracts which the honorable
gentleman referred to were let in the light
of day, and I am proutl to think that they
have been let. If the charge against me
is that there was no legislative authority
for them, I say that every memb,er of the
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Assembly knew of them, and, if necessary, it
would have been the duty of the AttorneyGeneral to bring in a Bill to give them
legislative authority. As a matter of fact,
however, legislative sanction was given for
everything I did. I will ask the Minister of
Railways whether he can find one of the
contracts which was not properly entered
into or fully advertised, or where the State
will not receive value for its mouey?
Mr. GILLIES.-That is no part of the
question at all.
Mr. BENT.-Then what is the charge?
If it was boiled down, it might be answered
in a moment. The loan has been floated,
and I have shown conclusively that, instead
of there being a balance of only £900,000,
we have got £1,500,000 or £1,600,000.
Instead of it being necessary to strain to
make both ends meet, there is a lot of money
available. The expenditure for rolling-stock
and rails was required because it was expected that the lines provided in the Railway
Bill would be completed in three or four
years. We were authorized to get the materials as being part of the objects for which the
loan was appropriated. The expenditure, in
fact, was authorized by Parliament.
Mr. GILLIES.-No more than the
railways themselves were. You had no
more authority to incur this expenditure
than to construct 100 miles of the railways
contemplated by the Bill.
Mr. BENT.-Oh, if that is the argument,
although the Bill had passed through all
its stages in the Assembly, and we were
therefore justified in taking time by the
forelock, I would point out that an expenditure of £100,000 for rolling-stock was
necessary, if only to meet the traffic increasing at the rate that it is at present doing. I
say, therefore, that the charge of reckless
and extravagant expenditure is not true.
There was no other means of getting.
the material except with the money
appropriated under the loan for that purpose.
I think I may now fairly ask again for the
balance-sheet showing how £1,067,000 will
be required by the Railway department
. before the 1st January, which the Treasurer
promised to let me see. I want to note the
particular figures and how the total is made
up. As for the statement that that amount
will really be so required, I deny it in toto.
Surely some attempt should be made to
:support the allegation by means of tangible
doculllents. The Treasurer told us last
night that the figures Oil which he based hiR
, assertion had been closely examined, but I
ask to be allowed to closely examine them
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myself. I want to have them before me so
that I may test them. If they go against
me, of course I must shut up. As for the
paper now in the hands of the Minister of
Railways, I have already looked over it, and
found that it scarcely shows that his department will want £67,000, let alone the odd
£1,000,000. Perhaps the sheet I see in
the hands of the Minister of Public Works
will show more.
Mr. GILLIES.-Here is the paper the
honorable member alludes to, if he wants it;
but I understand he has already seen it.
Mr. BENT.-No; the sheet I saw was
of white paper, not blue. I ask honorable
members to excuse me for a few seconds
while I glance over this new document. If
this is all, it does not in the least prove
what the Treasurer stated last night.
According to the Al'g~t8 report of his speech
he then asserted as follows : "The Railway department musthavc £ 1,067,000.
Of that £432,000 has been authorized under the
authority of Parliament, and £635,000 with, I
think, the tacit consent of Parliament. I was
. not here at the timc, but I believe that provision
was made for it in the Rail way Construction
Bill, which was lost in thc Upper House."

But these new figures which, I suppose,
represent what the department will want
month by month during the year, scarcely
reach a total of £400,000. How then is
the £1,067,000 made up? Perhaps the
Treasurer will tell me.
Mr. SERVICE.-What the honorable
member appears to wish to know I told him
last night. I stated then that the Railway
department would want, before January ~,'
next, £635,000 for the expenditure which
was commenced without there being any
authority for the contracts entered into, and
£432,000 for expenditure duly authorized
under Temporary Advances Acts.
Mr. BURROWES.-But the contracts
will not be completed by January.
Mr. SERVICE.-I never said they
would. My statement was that the Railway
department entered into contracts to the extent of some £830,000 or £840,000 without
parliamentary authority, and that about
£635,000 will be required on their account
by January next. The sums payable in the same quarter after that date will be almost
infinitesimal driblets extending over perhaps
a couple of years. The figures in the sheet
in the hands of the honorable member for
Brighton represent the moneys to be paid
out for those unauthorizeu. contractH, the
difference between their total and .£1,()67 ,000
being the snm to be paid out unclcr the
authorized contracts.

r
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Mr. BENT.-It is simply impossible
that nearly the whole price of the railway
contracts, extending over three or four
years, which the late Government entered
into, will have to be paid by January next,
nor does the sheet the Treasurer refers to
pretend to show that anything like that
amount of money will be required by then.
When the honorable gentleman said last
night that he was giving figures that had
been closely examined, he added" A t the same time it is the most tangled mass
of figures that it has ever been my misfortune
to deal with."

But what can be said of the tangled mass
of figures 'in the paper just handed to me,
and which has b8en brought forward to
support a charge that is not justifiable, because it cannot be borne out, and against
which I most strongly protest? If this
sort of thing is all that the financiers now
at the head of affairs can do, I think
it is high tiQle other financiers were called in.
The Treasurer talks of certain contracts
being unauthorized, but he has not shown
them to be unauthorized. Does he mean
that the constitutional party will rub out
the provision adopted by this House for
approprinting £200,000 a year from the
land fund for railway purposes? Certainly
he cannot expect his Attorney-General, or
the honorable member for Warrnambool, to
CI)llsent to such a course; and Hansard
will tell him how strongly the bulk of the
other constitutionalists in this Chamber
supported the whole arrangement.
Mr. SERVICE.-They never meant
that the money should be spent before it
was got.
Mr. BENT.-I venture to assert that the
late Treasurer never spent money which he
was not authorized to spend. If the present Government intend to rub out the
£GOO,OOO from the land fund which our
Hailway Bill proyided for railway purposes,
had they not better try to rub out the whole
plan of new railways theil' predecessors
brought down? I wonder what sort of
success they would have if they told the
country that that was their little plan. I
assert that with the £600,000 from the land
fund and the provision already made for
rolling-stock and rails there will be amply
sufficient money for the new railways. When
the Treasurer talks of this £1,067,000
he talks of a bogy. Let honorable members suppose for a moment that the late
Goyernment ordered no llew rails, and look
at what the sta.te of affairs would then have
been. Was it not one consequenge qf the
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Patterson railway regime that when the formation of a lot of new railways was completed there were no rails to lay down
upon it ? Did not deputation after deputation, some of them introduced by members
of the last Ministry to which the honorable
member for Castlemaine (Mr. Patterson)
belonged, complain to the Railway department that the contractors for the new lines
could not get on with their work for want of
rails?
Mr. LANGRIDGE.-Ononeoccasion I
introduced such a deputation, but it was only
because I happened, when visiting the Railway department one day, to meet with a particular railway contractor on the platform.
He complained to me of how badly he stood
for want of rails, and I simply brought him
to the Minister of Railways.
Mr. BENT.-I don't blame the Minister
of Customs for what he did on that occasion. I am only pointing out that it is not
long since there were no rails for the lines
being constructed under the Patterson Railway Act. Why on the formation of the line
to St. James I once saw thistles growing.
Mr. BERRY.-But that was the fault
of the honorable member for Brighton. He
had then been in office for many months,
and he ought to have had sufficient rails by
that time.
Mr. BENT.-I ordered new rails within
a week after I took office.
Mr. BERRY.-The Patterson Railway
Bill was passed into law, and some of the
lines it authorized were commenced before
the late Government came upon the scene.
What the honorable member now complains
of was the result of his own neglect of
duty.
Mr. BENT.-Every honorable member
can see for himself how much that is really
the case. The Chief Secretary's statement
only shows the wisdom of the course I pursued in ordering rails beforehand; and I
repeat that within a week after I took office
I called for tenders for rails. I may remark that when we accepted tenders for
70,000.tons of rails, we got them cheaper than
any eyer obtained before by the Victorian
Government. As for our orders for rollingstock, we deemed it best to provide the
article in such a quantity as would meet
every want in that direction for a long time
to come, and one result of the action we
took is that now railway carriages and locomotives can be manufactured in the colony
as successfully as in any other part of the
world. I am not going to take up the
time of the committee much longer. The
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speech of the Treasurer was simply nag,
nag, nag. It was nothing more than faultfinding. His description of the finances of
the country was quite untruthful, and a
slander not only on the late Treasurer, but
on the honorable member for Warrnambool,
and others who, while closely watching
everyone of my late colleague's proceedings, also gave him a strong support.
I also venture to say that the policy of the
O'Loghlen Government with respect to
carrying railways to the farmers is one that
must be followed out, and that, with the provision already made for rolling-stock and
rails, and without fencing, £1,500 per mile
will be sufficient for the purpose. In fact,
instead of there being the deficiency the
Treasurer talks of, there will be practically
a surplus. As for the great contracts entered into by the late Government, about
£250,000 per annum is all that can be
spent on them. In short, there is enough
money in hand to go on with some of the
ncw railways at once. Is it not a grand
thing that we need never again send to
England for a single railway carriage or
engine? Through the late Government, the
colony is now in possession of the best tools
and the bt?st artisans for that class of work
that could possibly be got. The most ardent
protectionist could not have done more than
the lat~ Ministry did. Their ideas were
wise and liberal, and their object was to
promote in the strongest possible way the
advance of the community.
Mr. GILLIES.-Sir, I don't wish to
prolong the debate, but I feel bound to offer
a few remarks. First, I consider that the
honorable member for Brighton dealt rather
unfairly with Mr. Lavater, the Accountant
of the Railway department. If the honorable member imagines for one moment that
as soon as I entered office that official came
to me with a lot of unsolicited information,
he makes a very great mistake. He must
be very well aware that, having been connected with the Railway department during
many years, and having paid unusual at.
tention to its financial operations, I was
naturally very anxious, directly I became
Minister of Railways, to ascertain how the
affairs of that branch of the public service
really stood. It is indeed within the knowledge of many honorable members that for
several sessions past I have l1ad grave
doubts as to the financial position of the
department with respect to the construction of railways and rolling-stock, and
th~refore it is llO wOllder that I took the
earliest opportunity of sending for the
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Accountant in order to ascertain how
matters were going. MoreoYer, I had a
number of returns made out in a variety of
ways, and at my own personal expense, in
order that the condition of things should
be fully developed. I assure the honorable
member that he does the Accountant an
injustice in supposing tha.t he betrayed any
anxiety' to rush me with communications,
some of which perhaps I would not have
desired. Passing from that, I may say that
I think the honorable member altogether
superfluously occupied a great portion of his
speech with references to matters about
which there is no dispute. He talked of
the necessity for certain expenditure, but
about the need for the disbursements provided for under the Acts Nos. 701 and 729
there cannot be two opinions. The honorable member thought last night that he
was making a great point by showing that,
when I was in office in 1880, I asked Parliament to pass an Act for the purpose of
authorizing expenditure to t.he extent of
£144,000 upon a number of existing lines
of railway-for instance, the Hobson's Bay
lines, the Sandhurst Railway, the Ballarat
Railway, and the North-Eastern Railway.
He said that that was the first instance
known of what he was pleased to call
" kite-flying" in connexion with the Railway department, but I can assure him that
his view is a very mietaken one. If he
looks at the Appropriation Act for any
year within the last eight or ten years, he
will find numbers of instances in which
money was voted for workA to be done in
connexion with existing lines-works indispensably necessary for the safety and
convenience of the public, the arrangement being that the money spent would
be subsequently recouped to the Treasury.
The very same course, practically, was
adopted with respect to this £144,000. It
was well known at the time that there was
at least £1,500,000 to the credit of the Loan
Act of 1878, and, inasmuch as the then
Treasurer could not afford to advance out of
the consolidated revenue thc funds that were
wanted to complete the existing lines in
question, the Government of the day thought
proper to ask Parliament to assent to. the
money being taken temporarily out of the
loan account, provision being made in the
measure that was b1'0ught forward for the
purpose that the amount would be recouped
out of moneys to be afterwards obtained
under parliamentary sanction. The honorable member was good enough to assert that
the funds so provided were disbui'sed by me,
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but I have bere a return showing that,
although I was in office when Parliament
was induced to pass the Aet No. 657, I did
not remain there long enough to see to the
expenditure of a solitary farthing of the proceeds. In faet the'honorable member was,
when he made the statement I refer to,
laboring under a complete 11allucination,
both as to how the £144,000 was obtained
and to how it was disposed of. The honorable member for Oastlemaine eMr . Patterson)
who succeeded me as Minister of Railways,
spent a EttIe more than half of the amount,
while the honorable memberfor Brig'hton himself, when he was at the head of the Railway
department, saw to the expenditure of over
£40,000 of it. The same description applies
to the Acts Nos. 701 and 729, to neither of
which can any objection be taken, because it
is perfectly proper and legitimate for Parliament to temporarily apply, for an object immediately in view, funds which happen to lie
to the crcdit of a particular loan, but which
will not be wanted forthepurposes ofthatloan
for some months or perhaps years to come.
Against the urgency of the works mentioned
by the honorable member I have not a
word to say. They are unquestionably of
pressing importance, and so Parliament
considered them to be or it would not have
passed either of the two Acts I have just
alluded to. Therefore all that the honorable
member said from that point of view was
a mere waste of breath. Nor was attention
called to the recent expenditure of the Railway department with the object of discrediting the late Government. The honorable member may entertain a different idea,
but I assnre him he is mistaken in so doing.
I venture to assert that no Treasurer would
do his duty if he failed to lay before Parliament and the country-especially before the
branch or the Legislature which is supposed
to possess the power of the purse, and to
control t.he public finances-in the clearest
possible manncr the exact state, not only of
the loan funds then accruing or accrued, but
of everything appertaining to them. That
is what the Treasurer did yesterday, and he
did no more. 'Vhat he said then-doubtless the honorable member for Brighton
naturally felt that it applied particularly to
himself as the late head of the Railway department, awl also to the late Treasurerwas that w1ile the expenditure by the
O'Loghlcn Government of £278,000 under
the Act No. 701, nnd of £500,000 under
the Aet No. 72!l, was jJcrreetly authorizctl
by Parliament, and therefore quite legal,
they had entered upon other expenditure
Mr. Gillies.
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involving the country in obligations to a
large amount, which has not, up to this
hour, been authorized by Parliament, by any
enactment of any kind. For instance, there
are the liabilities of over £574,000 for roll.
ing-stock, and of upwards of £356,000 for
permanent-way material. For the incurring
of neither of· those liabilities was there
any parliamentary authority whatever. I
know the honorable member says-" Did I
not tell the Legislative Assembly that I
was about to enter into contracts for rollingstock and permanent-way material both in
the colony and in England?" but as a matter
of fact, a large proportion of the fnnds required for those contracts comes out of the
Acts Nos. 701 and 729. Indeed it would
be difficult if not impossible to define the
exact proportion of the money which comes
out of either or both. We know that the
authority of Parliament was taken for the
expenditure of two sums amounting together
to £225,000, but it cannot be said that Parliament was informed that other large
amounts would be expended in anticipation
that a certain Bill would become an Act of
Parliament. The honorable member will
recollect that while he was speaking I interjected that he had as much authority for the
expenditure I refer to as he would have if
he undertook the construction of 100 miles
of railway which Parliament had never
sanctioned. I want honorable members to
observe the danger of this course of proceeding, and also that, if the expenditure in
question was desirable, it might have been
entered upon in a perfectly legal waythe way adopted when the Acts Nos. 701
and 729 were passed. What prevented the
late Goyernment from asking Parliament
to authorize additional expenditure for
rolling-stock and permanent-way materiai ?
They did jt under Acts No. 701 and. No.
729. Had they done it in this case they
would have kept clearly within their duty,
and would have observed constitutional practice. This conntry is supposed to be governed
by a representative of the Orown and two
Houses of Parliament. If a Minister or
the Government can authorize with impunity, without the authority of Parliament, the expenditure of nearly £1,000,000,
where is the thing to stop ? No doubt the
late Minister of Railways may say-" You,
the Legislative Assembly, agreed to a Bill
authorizing the construction of 800 miles
of rail wny." But the construction of those
800 miles or railway was not authorized by
Parliament.
Mr. BURROvVES.-Oh !
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Mr. GILLIES.-Does the constitutional
member for Sandhurst mean, by that interjection, to tell me that he desires it to be
supposed that the moment a Bill passes one
branch of the Legislature the Government
have authority to act under it? Surely this
House is not going, at this time of day, to
say that the authority of one branch of the
Legislature alone is sufficient for the expenditure of a million of money.
Mr. GRANT.-Yes.
Mr. GILLIES.-I say that is not so,
and it is useless to contend it is so until
the Constitution Act is altered. vVhy it
was open to the Legislative Council to have
reduced the proposals contained in the Railway Construction Bill of last session by 200
miles of line.
Mr. GRANT.-I deny their constitutional right to do so.
Mr. GILLIES.-The honorable member
for Brighton and his colleagues entered into
contracts to the amount of £1,000,000 in
anticipation of the consent. of Parliament
being given to that measure. That, in my
opinion, was not only an unwise, but an
unconstitutional proceeding. The honorable
member and his colleagues entered into
contracts for rolling-stock for upwards of
800 miles of railway, and for permanentway material for nearly 600 miles. I venture
to say there is not a member who listens to
me whose common sense does not tell him
that for years to come a large proportion of
that rolling-stock will be useless-there will
absolutely be no chance of its being usedand that a large proportion of the permanent-way material will be lying on our hands.
What was there to prevent the late Government, if they desired to act in a right way,
Bubmitting to Parliament a Bill, authorizing them, in anticipation of the loan of
£4,000,000, to expend money at the credit
of the Railway Loan Account 1878, or
obtainable by an advance from the Treasury,
in obtaining rolling-stock and permanentway material? Parliament might have
said-" We will not sanction the ordering
of rolling-stock for 800 miles, we think
rolling-stock for 400 miles will be sufficient;
nor will we sanction the ordering of pel'rnanent-way material for 600 miles, we think
material for 300 miles will be enough." At
all events, Parliament would have had the
opportunity of expressing some opinion, of
exercising some control, about the matter.
Parliament is frequently spoken of as having
supreme control over the financial affairs
of the country; but the mere fact that it is
possible for a Government to do what the
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honorable member for Brighton and his
colleagues did proves that this control is the
veriest sham. Had the honorable member for
Brighton only considered the question from
that point of view, hewould have seen that his
duty was to give the Legislative Assembly
a chance of expressing an opinion on the
subject. If the Assembly had taken the
honorable member's view and authorized him
to order rolling-stock for 800 miles, and
permanent-way material for nearly 600
miles, the honorable member would have
been justified in now standing forward and
cleclaring-"vVe had the authority of Parliament to do what we did." Acting without that authority, the honorable member
for Brighton made, in my opinion, in the
first place, a great practical blunder, and,
secondly, a great constitutional blunder.
However, the thing has been done. Rollingstock and permanent-way material to the
tune of £1,000,000 have been ordered; and
we are under liabilities accordingly. We
cannot enter into one solitary contract in
any other d'ireetion on account of those
liabilities. And yet the honorable member
for Brighton says-" After all, what does
it matter, seeing that the payments for this
rolling-stock and permanent-way material
will run over a period of three odour years ?"
To a large extent that statement is not
correct. The honorable member, in one
portion of his speech, was treading upon
most dangel~ous ground, and, the moment
he discovered what he was doing, he retired
from his position as fast as possible. The
honorable member was referring to a portion
of a document which showed the practice of
the Railway department with reference to
rolling-stock, namely, that when a contract
is entered into by the Government for the
supply of engines, carriages, or trucks, as
soon as the raw material is on the ground,
the Government pay 90 per cent. of the
value of that raw material. Then, as SOOl1
as any work is done, the Government, on
the certificate of their inspector, pay 90 per
cent. of the value of that work. So that it
may happen that although no rolling-stock
has been delivered, and may not be for
months, the Government have to continue
these payments from time to time. The
honorable member for Brighton, when he got
to that part of the subject, saw the dangerous
ground on which he was treading. He saw
that payments to the amount of £26,000
had been made to the Phcenix Foundry
Company, although they had never delivered
an engine. If the honorablememberhad been
patient, and pursued his investigation a little
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further, he would have become aware, as I was
aware, that in connexion with a number of
these contracts, some ofwhicb have to run over
two or three years, it is about the middle
portion of the period that some of the
heaviest payments are made. With regard
to one of the largest contracts entered into
for permanent way, I am informed that the
rails will be here in a few months, and, as
soon as they arrive, they will have to be
paid for. So t.hat the honoraple member,
in thinking that, because cerMin contracts
may run for two or three years, large payments will not have to be made within the
next six months, has committed a mistake.
The estimate of the Railway department is
based on the exp8rience the department has
had for a number of years in connexion with
similar contracts. Experience shows that,
for the first six or eight months, the payments arc very small, and that then they
:rapidly increase in amount.
Mr. BENT.-Pickles and Co. have a
contract for £70,000 and 'Villiam Williams
has a contract for the same ~mount, and
I venture to assert that the payments, this
year, on account of those contracts will not
be £30,000.
Mr. GILLIES.-I will be content to
leave those contracts out of consideration
altogether. The honorable member must
recollect that while, with respect to colonial
contracts, 90 per cent. has to be paid on the
raw material in the first instance, and 90
per cent. is paid for the work done as it is
done, with respect to English contracts 70
per cent. of the money has to be paid in
England and 30 per cent. in the colony. A
large proportion of the London payments
will have to be made between this and the
end of January next; and the remittances
to cover those payments must leave this
colony six weeks before the payments fall
due. All these things have to be taken
into consideration, and according to the
estimate of the department, which has been
framed carefnlly and without the slightest
intention to inflate, money that will have to
pass out of the Treasury between this and
the end of January to satisfy the monthly
payments on account of what are called
foreign contracts, that is to say contracts
outside the colony - contracts which are
being fulfilled in England, on the Continent, and in America - will amount to
upwards of £600,000. I may mention
that the docnment which I handed this
eyening to the honorable member for Brighton sets out the names of the contractors,
the time when the contracts were entered
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into, the probable time when they will be
completed, a.nd the monthly payments expected to be made. This return has not
been in the possession of the Treasurer at all.
I had it prepared for my own information.
Mr. BENT.-Is the return correct?
Mr. GILLIES.-It must necessarily be
an approximation. The amount must vary
according as contractors push forward their
work, or do not do so. In a great proportion of the cases the contractors are pushing
forward their work. Many were told to do
so. As an illustration, take the case of the
25 engines ordered by the honorable member for Brighton from England. Those
engines were ordered from England in order
that they might be here in time for the
harvest, it being represented to the House
by the honorable member for Brighton that
without them the grain traffic could not be
worked. However, we had to do without
those engines. I am not blaming the honorable member-he acteu to the best of his
judgment-I am merely pointing out that,
whereas those engines were ordered at the
instance of the honorable member, in the
expectation that they would be here in time
for the harvest, they have not arrived yet.
Therefore, I say that returns of this kind
must necessarily be approximate. Now I
think I have shown there is substantial
ground for the statement made by the
Treasurer that a large amount of liability
under contracts for rolling-stock and permanent-way material will have to be discharged between this and January next.
Mr. BENT.-Well, you have the money.
Mr. 'GILLIES.-The honorable member
cannot do himself justice. He has not
referred to what is known to be a fact and
was mentioned last night, that, in consequence of the Government being able to
float only one-half of the redemption loan
this year, only one-half of the loan recently
floated will be available for practical purposes, because the other half will have to be
dedicated to the repayment of debentures
which fall due in October. The honorable
member was pleased to ignore that.
Mr. BENT .-1 say there is plenty of
money.
Mr. GILLIES.-The sum available to
the Treasurer to meet all engagementsengagements on account of railways, public
works, schools, and everything else-falls
very fa.r short of what he requires between
this and the 1st January next. The honorable member for Brighton, when he entered
into these extensive contracts without the
specific authority of Parliament-which, il\
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my OPllllOll, he ought to have obtainedmust have known that he would not have
the money to pay for the goods as they were
supplied. 'Vhen the contracts were entered
into, not only had the late Government not
floated the £4,000,000 loan, but they did
not know, as a matter of absolute certainty,
that the loan could be floated. Eventually
the loan was floated, but the Government
have had to give a guarantee that they will
not float more than one-half of the redemption loan during the present year. That
has placed us in the difficulty we are now in.
No doubt, however, things will come round
all right by-and-by. The honorable member
for Brighton made distant reference to the
statement which I made at Essendon.
Nothing could be shorter or more explicit
than that statement. I was dealing solely
with the £4,000,000 loan. I mentioned
that the estimate made by the Treasurer of
the sum which would have to be deducted
from the gross amount coming to the Railway department was £81,000, which would
leave £2,650,000 as the amount available
for railway construction. I also pointed
out that from this sum would have to be
deducted the amounts advanced from the
Railway Loan Account 1878 and the consolidated revenue, under the authority of
yarious Acts of Parliament, with the understanding that they would be recouped from
the £4,000,000 loan. These amounts came
to £798,000, and, after deducting them, the
balance was reduced to £1,851,000. Then I
said the liabilities we are now under had to
be taken into consideration. These were-for
rolling-stock, £674,000; permanent-way
material, £431,000; surveys, £15,000;
~xpenditure on railway workshops, £12,000;
expenditure in connexion with Melbourne
junction, £5,000; altogether, £1,138,000.
This is expenditure we cannot evade, and,
in providing for it, the balance available
for new railways is further reduced to
£713,000. But, I added, the lines now in
course of construction cannot be completed
without a further expenditure of £164,000.
Whence are we to obtain this money ? We
have no authority at present for taking a
farthing of it out of the loan which has just
been floated. If Parliament should give us
authority to take the £164,000 out of the
loan, the available balance for new railways
will be only about £550,000.
Mr. BENT.-What authority have you
for the statement about the £164,000 ?
Mr. G ILLIES.-The written authority
of the Engineer-in-Chief. I presume Par-

liament will give the necessary
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rather than allow railway works, when so
near completion, to stand still. The honorable member for Brighton Iell into a
mistake when he took it for granted that I
included in the £164,000 the SUIn necessary
for the construction of the Richmond and
Alphington Railway.
Mr. BENT .-1 never said so.
Mr. G1LL1ES.-The honorable member's colleague is reported to have said so,
and I think the statement was made in his
hearing.
Mr. BENT.-No.
Mr. GILLIES.-1 was rather surprised
a statement of the kind could be made, because I was aware that the honorable me1l1ber knew that this line was being permanently surveyed, under his authority, at the
very time.
Mr. BENT.-1 deny it.
Mr. G1LL1ES.-As a matter of fact,
the point cannot be disputed.
Mr. BENT.-We told the House that
the Richmond portion of the Alphingtol\
line would be abandoned, because it was
below the flood level.
Mr. GILLIES.-The line was ordered
to be permanently surveyed, and was being
permanently surveyed, indeed the survey
was nearly completed, when the honorable
member left office; and yet the honorable
member says he told Parliament that he
never meant to call for tenders.
Mr. BENT.-W e intended to go from
the next station.
Mr. GILL1ES.-The statement of a:
member of the late Government that I made,
a great error-that I included the cost of
constructing the Richmond and AlphingtoTh
Railway in the figures which I gave-was
incorrect. I did not take the matter into
consideration at all, because I was informed
that, if the line were constructed it would'.
cost another £180,000, and to take that
sum out of the loan would be to reduce the
amount available for new lines still further.
In conclusion, I desire to say that if the
honorable member for Brighton wished to
contract for all this rolling-stock and permanent-way material at once, which in my
opinion was wholly unnecessary, he certainly
ought to have asked for the specific authority
of the two Houses of Parliament to enable
him to do so, as was done in the case of the
Acts Nos. 701 and 729. The honorable
member did not do so. I think he made a
great mistake in ordering such a large
amount of material. Such a large amount

must necessarily be useless.
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Mr. BENT.-What do the reports of
Mr. Anderson and Mr. Mirls say on the
subject?
Mr. GILLIES.-There is no question as
to the necessity for rolling-stock, but I
don't think there is any justification for
ordering all at once rolling-stock for 800
miles and permanent-way material for nearly
600 miles before Parliament has authorized,
by any Act, the construction of one additional mile of railway. I think the proceeding wholly unjustifiable in the absence
of any explicit authority from Parliament.
That is the gravamen of the chlt'rge against
the honorable member. And he has placed
the Government that follow him in t.he unpleasant position of not having funds to
meet the liabilities he incurred when those
liabilities fall due. Possibly the Treasurer will
be able to surmount the difficulty by drawing
on a variety of trust funds; but I say again
that no Government are justified in entering
into liabilities without the specific authority
of Parliament unless they have at command
ways and means to meet those liabilities as
they fall due.
Mr. McINTYRE.-Sir, I do not stand
here as an apologist for the late Government; I ask simply that they shall have
fair play. I say that if the speeches which
the Treasurer and the Minister of Railways
have addressed to this House had been delivered before their constituents in the same
tone and way, I do not think the country
would have felt that the financial predicament was so great as the election speeches
went to show. Had the Treasurer spoken
before his constituents at Castlemaine as he
spoke in this House last night, there w:ould
have been no cause for the alarm which
arose in the country, because the nature of
the charge is different altogether. When
the Treasurer was addressing the electors of
Castlemaine, he used these words : "The amount of money that has been squandered, absolutely thrown away throughout the
colony, without any returns being got for it, and
expended too without the authority of Parliament, has been something dreadful. I can tell
you this, that if the loan I was speaking about
when I was here before had not been floated, we
would not have been able within the next two
months to meet our engagements. I am not
going at present into matters of detail. But I
tell you with regret, with sorrow, and with truth
that if the loan had not been floated, so that we
could borrow from it to pay back other moneys
-for the late Government borrowed right, borrowed left, borrowed up, borrowed down, and
borrowed in fact in every direction-we would
soon have been unable to meet our liabilities.

'" the
'" way'" things
'" have
'" been
'" going
'" *on has
*
Well,
been this: Works have been wanted to be pressed
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with great rapidity. A loan has been
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authorized but not floated, but they wanted to
get on with the works, and commenced them
before the money was available. They therefore
brought forward what they called a Temporary
Advances Bill to borrow a. lot of money from
another loan which was floated two or three years
ago, but was not quite expended, or out. of the
consolidated revenue, which means the dally- cash
the Treasurer receives, or out of the trust funds.
'VeIl they went on borrowing, borrowing, and
borr~wing until they exhausted the cash balance,
and until they exhausted the loan money, and
but for the floating of the loan we would not have
been in a position to remit interest to London at
the time at which it should be sent there."

I presume the Treasurer was correctly reported when he made that speech, or he
would have felt it his duty last night to say
he was not; but I contend that not one jot
of the evidence submitted to this committee
last night warrants the remarks I have just
quoted.
Mr. KERFERD.-Is that so?
Mr. McINTY RE.-I regret to have to
say a word against either the AttorneyGeneral or the Treasurer. I look upon both of
them as brothers in politics. I regret that I
feel called upon to differ from them. But
I must say that I was surprised that the
Treasurer-a gentleman noted for his desire
for fair play-should have given way to his
feelings to such an extent as to say what he
did from the public platform. He could not
have said it in the public interest; and he
knew the statements were unfair and ungenerous. I say that, as a matter of gratitude,
the Treasurer should not have indulged in
the statements he did about his predecessor
in office, because, whatever may be his faults,
Sir Bryan O'Loghlen did something towards
bringing about this coalition of parties, which,
it is said;will be the salvation of the country.
The Treasurer could have had only one object
in speaking as he did, and that was to prevent the re-election of his predecessor to
this House. But I say the Treasurer should
have been most anxious, as a matter of fair
play, to have seen his predecessor back, in
-order that the public might have a full opportunity of knowing who is right and who is
wrong in this matter. In my opinion, there
has been a desire on the part of the Treasurer
and his colleagues to induce the country to
believe that the late Ministry squandered
money to such and extent that of the
£4,000,000 recently raised by loan only
£500,000 is left,and that there is no knowing
where the rest has gone to. (" Oh !" and
"No.") Why these are the Treasurer's
words"The amount of money that has been squandered, absolutely thrown awar, throu~ho}lt the
colony, without any returns bemg got for It, and
expended too without the authoritl, of Parlia·

ment, has been something dreadful. '
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What information, I ask, has been furnished
to this committee with regard to "the
amount of money squandered"? I regret
exceedingly that the late Minister of Railways has not been well enough to .put the
facts of the case in a concise way before us.
But the honorable gentleman was faced by a
juggler of no ordinary kind when he was met
by the Treasurer. The Treasurer stated, last
night, that the whole affair was a question
of juggling, and I think the comparison
which he drew between financing and juggling a very happy one. Since the Treasurer has been in power, he has been
able to keep his four balls going, and the
country is none the wiser. The late Minister of Railways has not been successful as a
juggler of figures. But figures may be made
~o prove anything. I wish the country to
realize its exact financial condition at the
present time. The Minister of Rail ways, when
addressing his constituents at Echuca,
stated that the balance of money available
from the loan for the construction of new
lines would be something like £500,000 ..
But, last night, the Treasurer said the
balance would be about £995,000. Which
is correct? I maintain that neither is correct, and that the country will have every
cent of the loan to expend. It may be that
certain goods-railway engines and carriages-are contracted for; but the country
will have the goods: Surely this rollingstock about which so much complaint has
been made will be a valuable asset. You
cannot have your pudding and eat it too.
The Minister of Railways cannot have
£100,000 worth of rolling-stock in his
sheds and the money to pay for it in the
bank at the same time. According to the
evidence submitted by the late Minister of
Railways, which is not disputed by the present Minister, to all intents and purposes
the loan money has not been touched up to
the present time. Of course there are liabilities-fair and legitimate liabilities. It
is said that those liabilities were incurred
without the authority of Parlia.ment. But
night after night the items were discussed
by the Assembly. I admit that the expenditure has not been authorized by an Act
of Parliament, but it appears to me that
this House was a consenting party to every
step which the late Minister of Railways
took. C" No.") I am surprised to hear
any member of the present Government say
anything about an Act of Parliament being
required for expenditure of this kind. We
know what the Chief Secretary tried to do.
What was his famous 6th clause for? He
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did not want an Act of Parliament to
enable him to expend money.
Mr. SERVIOE.-He took the constitutional way to effect his object.
Mr. McINTYRE.-And the constitutionalists were determined that he should
not do it, aurl they were successful, but,
seeing that now constitutionalism, conservatism, and liberalism are all identical, it is
very bad policy, to say the least of it, for
the present Ministry to complain that these
things were done without the nuthority of
Parliament. The Treasurer was in England during the time that the late Railway
Bill. was being discussed in this House,
and I may inform him that all sides of the
House appeared to be unanimous with regard to that measure. Every honorable
member appeared to be anxious that not
only the 800 miles of railway proposed by
the Government should be carried out, but
also as much more as they could possibly
get. When the Bill came before the other
Ohamber, that House was fully seised of the
fact that there were ample funds to construct the railways proposed, because the
very officer who was so highly praised last
night by the Treasurer, Mr. Lavater (and
for my own part I may say that I have a
very high opinion of that officer), gave evidence to that effect. It is a very extraordinary thing for the country to be now
told quite a different story. The public
will not care very much about how figures
are manipulated in Parliament, but they
will care greatly that a public servant can
tell one Minister one tIring to-day and
another Minister who succeeds him a
different story to-morrow. That is a
matter which should certainly be cleared up.
The Legislative Council had distinct evi.
dence from Mr. Lavater that there were
ample funds to construct the whole of the
800 miles of railway proposed, yet now he
tells us that there is only £500,000 left out
of the loan to construct railways. His
evidence was given in November last, and I
believe that the contracts which have been
spoken about as having been entered into
without authority were let in October. At
all events, he must have known, when he
gave his evidence, of all the liabilities undertaken by the late Government, and it was
undoubtedly his duty to inform the other
Ohamber of those liabilities. Indeed, I
believe he did so, and, after the most careful
examination, the Legislative Council were
convinced that the full amount of the loan
appropriated to railway construction was
available to be expended on the new railways,
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anel there wM every prospect of the Railway
Bill passiug tLn other Chamber as well as
this HOllSC'. It has been said that the
rolling-stock ordered is not required, but I
can remember how certain honorable members, when they occupied a different position
from that which they occupy now, urged the
late Minister of Railways to order engines
and carriages from England. Why did not
the present Minister of Railways, if he
thought the honorable member for Brighton
was doing wrong, take up the position he
now assumes, and say that there was no
authority for the expanditure on ro1lingstock? But, instead of that, he urged his
predecessor to go on with the orders, and
voted with the Government in a division on
the question of obtaining engines at once.
Was it the fault of the Minister of Railways
that he carried out a distinct direction of
this House? The majority of the House
were grateful to the late Ministry at the
time for taking the stand they did in the
interests of the country. As for the rollingstock not being required, if honorable members could see the people in the country
districts tralelling at holiday times, packed
in cattle trucks like sheep, they would not
venture to make such a statement. I
regret to notice, however, that all the
present Ministers are residents of Melbourne.
If they lived in the country and saw the
traffic on holidays, they would acknowledge
the necessity of providing additional rollingstock with all possible speed.
Major SMITH.-Where do you live?
Mr. McINTYRE.-At Sandhurst, and
a very nice place, too. It is not far from
Maldon, and my constituents are perfectly
. satisfied. I think, however, .the honorable
member for Ballarat West (Major Smith)
should be the last to take exception to my
remarks. because I am sure that honorable
member' at all events is very sorry that he
is not one of the Coalition Government. The
honorable member for Castlemaine (Mr.
Patterson) could not be taken in and the
Major left out. It was-" No Major, no
Patterson," and so both had to be left out
in the cold. The Major knows very well
that he is breaking his heart over the affair,
but I do not want to say anything offensive
to the honorable member, because I have
no doubt that by-and-by we shall have
both him and the honorable member for
Oastlemaine over on this (the opposition)
side of the House, and I shall welcome t,hem
both, as they are good fellows. I repeat
that the rolling-stock is a necessity, and I
would also point out that it represents
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money. What the Government have tried
to convey to the country is that the loan
money has been absolutely squandered, and
that the £4,000,000 loan is altogether gone,
except some £500,000. That is a most
unfair representation of affairs, because the
fact is that the country has every cent of the
money to expend, except a few pounds
which have been paid on account of certain
contracts. What I want the country to
understand is that this mouey has not been
squandered without any return for it, as the
Treasurer tried to make out at Castlemaine,
and, though in a much milder way, last
night. The rolling-stock which was contracted for was imperatively required, and
although some of the expenditure may not
have been authorized in a strict constitutional sensp.~that is by an Act of Parliament-the Treasurer has admitted that
whatever was done was done at all events
with the tacit consent"of Parliament. What
blame thcn can be attached to the late
Ministry, especially considering the power
that would have been given to the Government of the day if the honorable member
for Geelong's famous 6th clause had become
law?
Mr. BERRY.-You are converted to
the 6th clause.
Mr. McINTYRE.-No, but I submit
that it does not lie in the mouth of the
Treasurer, considering who are his present
associates, to complain of the way in which
this money was expended by the late Government. The rolling-stock which has
been purchased is the property of the people,
and is as much money to them as if they
had the cash in their pockets .
Mr. SERVICE.-You cannot pay your
butcher's account with an old chair.
Mr. McINTYRE.-No, but,ifnecessary,
you can sell the chair and get meat with the
proceeds. For my part, I would not feel
comfortable in a house without a chair to sit
down upon, and neither would I care about
a railway line without carriages upon it.
I think it is a proper system to have rollingstock in readiness to put upon lines when
the earthworks are completed, instead of
first constructing a line and then incurring
a long delay in procuring rolling-stock for
it. The former was the policy adopted by
the late Minister of Railways, and, as he
has pointed out, he was also anxious that
local firms should have a chance of affording
permaneut employment to labour by giving
them large contracts. The action of the
late Minister in this respect was in accordance with the protectionist policy of the
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country. The contract which has been let
Mr. KERFERD.-He had parliamento Pickles and Co., of Sandhurst, has had tary authority for what he did.
the effect of inducing that firm to extend
Mr. McINTYRE.-Yes, he got Parliatheir operations and increase their plant, ment to rob another loan in order to provide
and the firm has now been turned into a for present purpo~es. The late Governpublic company, with a large number of ment, who are accused of having borrowed
shareholders. Is not that encouraging native right and left, had also the authority
industry and affording increased employment of Parliament for their borrowing in the
to labour? Does the Chief Secretary complain shape of Temporary Advances Bills. I
of such a course? I am sure he does not. think, however, that in the public interests
I have noticed that he has left his new it is desirable that there should be some
friends to do the fighting on this particular means of controlling the action of political
occasion, and very properly so, because he heads of departments, so that when the percannot have a word to say against the let- manent officer, as Mr. Lavater is said to
ting of large contracts in the country. It have done, asserts that there are not funds
was impossible to have the rails made in for a certain expenditure, before the Ministhe colony, but I am told that the rail con- ter, in the face of that protest, can proceed
tract entered into by the late Government to incur the expenditure, an auditor shall
is one of the best contracts ever let for rail- be called in to decide whether the expendiway material, and that the rails supplied ture can be incurred or not. The country
could be sold now for more than the con- should have some check upon Ministers
tract price. Again, if the Government are doing what the late Minister of Railways
so anxious to keep the full amount of this is accused of havillg done.
loan money in their hands until they pass
Mr. GRANT.-That would be superseda Railway Bill, surely such financiers would ing the Minister.
have no difficulty in making arrangements
Mr. McINTYRE.-W e cannot impeach
by which the contractors would allow the
Ministers
nowadays, and I maintain that
money to stand over for a very small percentage. With such financiers in the it would be a good thing if, when the perMinistry as the two Premiers-though the manent officer informs the Minister that
honorable member for Castlemaine (Mr. there is no money for a certain work, and
Service) appears on this occasion to be the Minister orders it to be done neverthe" boss "-surely an arrangement of that less, one of the Audit Oommissioners, say,
kind could have been easily made, without were called in to decide whether the prothrowing mud on the late Government. posed expenditure was or was not duly
The Ministry could have met the House authorized, and, if it was not authorized, to
very pleasantly, let the late Government prevent it being incurred. At present
alone, and said nothing at all about the Ministers are in the same position as
finances, and things would have gone on Disraeli when °he expended £3,000,000 in
swimmingly. With regard to the alleged the purchase of Suez Oanal shares. He
borrowing without authority by the late had no authority from Parliament, but he
Government, I think it is time the country thought it was a good stroke of policy, and
should have some information as to what he knew he would be backed up by h~s
-'the Audit Oommissioners do in a case of powerful majority in the' House of Oomthis kind. It has been said that the matter mons. All honorable members must admit
does not come before the Audit Oommis- that something is wanting to provide a
sioners until it is being passed as an account, check against Ministers incurring unauthobut I think some control should be exercised rized expenditure in the way the late Goover unauthorized expenditure by the poli- vernment are accused of doing. How js that
tical heads of departments. If there has , check to be provided?
Mr. GRANT.-By this House.
been anything wrong done by the late GoMr. McINTYRE.-This House allowed
vernment in this matter, they simply acted
on the lines laid down by previous Service everything that was complained of last night
to be carried out by the late Ministry. Honand Berry Governments.
orable members were a party to the acts of
Mr. KERFERD.-No.
Mr. McINTYRE.-I think the Minister the late Government.
of Railways did not deny the statement of
Mr. KERFERD.-The expenditure was
the honorable member for Brighton t.hat authorized by the Railway Bill, but Parliawhen he was previously in office he acted in ment was dissolved, and the Bill which proa similar way.
vided the necessary authority was thus
SESe 1883.-K
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allowed to be lost. How could the House
be respolisible under those circumstances?
Mr. McINTYRE.-I say that this House
fully anticipated the passing of the Railway
Bill into law. The dissolution was a matter
on which the late Government might fairly
have been attacked, but the present Ministry
have not complained of the dissolution at all.
The speeches which have been made from
that (the Ministerial) side of the House tonight and last night might have been appropriate on a no-confidence motion against the
O'Loghlen Government, hut they are rather
out of place after that Government have
been turned out. I deny, however, that
there is any justification for the statements
which have been made to the country by the
Treasurer and the Minister of Railways. I
wish the country to understand that the
Government have still the loan money in
their hands.
Mr. RALL.-It is all pawned.
Mr. McINTYRE.-Butthe Government
have the pawn ticket, and can redeem it if
they like. Even if the money, or a portion
of it, is pledged for certain work, is not that
work part of what the House is bound to
carry out? Are we not bound to carry
through a Railway Bill somewhat on the
lines of the Bill of last session? I think
the Government have acted very unfairly
in trying to convey the impression to the
country that the money from the loan is all
squandered and gone. It is true that certain
contracts have been entered into, but the
money is here to pay for the rolling-stock
and rails which have been ordered, and they
will be ready to be placed on the new lines
when the latter are completed. The present
Government may have some cause of complaint in being forestalled by their predecessors in the pleasure of calling for these
contracts, but I have no doubt that the late
Government, when they saw how strongly
they were being supported by the constitutional party, felt pretty secure of retaining
office. If they had foreseen the present
extraordinary combination they might have
stayed their hand, but as they had done so
much good for the country districts and so
much service for the constitutional party they
naturally felt somewhat safe in their position.
Even if a certain number of them had been
retained in power there would have been no
cause of complaint with regard to these contracts, the same Railway Bill would have been
re-introduced, and, above all, there would have
been ample money found to fulfil all the promises they made to the House. The very
night the Railway Bill left this Ohamber the
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late Minister of Railways stated distinctly
t.hat there was £100,000 remaining after
providing for all the lines in the Bill. Yet
now we are told that there is only £500,000
left out of the whole loan! I think it is a
great pity that gentlemen who are old leaders
in the House should attempt to deceive the
country in this matter. I was in Sydney
when the Minister of Railways made his
speech in reference to the finances of the
Railway department, and so strongly did I
feel it that I telegraphed to a friend here
advising that unless his statements could be
thoroughly contradicted all opposition to
Ministers should be withdrawn. It appeared
from the telegraphic account of his speech
almost as if the late Government had been
guilty of public robbery. If that was the
feeling created in the mind of a member of
the House, and an old politician, what would
be the impression conveyed to the public
generally? I am glad that this debate has
removed that impression, and I hope the
public will understand that they have eyery
cent of the loan money, and that if certain
contracts have been entered into they are in
connexion with new railways which will yet
be passed by the House. It was somewhat
amusing to hear the Treasurer, after the
speech he made at Castlemaine, start with
the statement that he was not disposed to
take a very gloomy view of the position.
I have no hesitation in saying that the
Castlemaine speech was of a most dangerous
character, and, if the Treasurer desires to see
the country prosper, I think he should avoid
making statements which are calculated to
create a panic. I feel sure that that speech
will have a damaging effect on the colony
unless the public are in some way made to
understand that the loan money is safe, and
that our credit is safe.
Mr. WRIXON.-Sir, I do not think
much more can be said on the financial
aspect of this question, nor do I think the
committee are likely to derive very much
advantage from disputing as to how much
or little the late Ministry may have been to
blame. What I wish to draw attention to
is the question whether this House is always
to remain in the defenceless position of
being liable, at any time, to be led on,
without information and completely in the
dark, to contract grave financial responsibilities. Is it to be said that in the future,
as was undoubtedly the case last session,
the Assembly is to be led on, week after
week and month after month, in total ignorance of the financial position into which
it is getting? I think that is a most
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important subject for us to consider, for,
without entering on the question of how far
the late Ministry were to blame, it is undoubtedly the fact that during last session
the Assembly did not know the :6nancial
position of affairs. We did not know the
liabilities we were incurring, how the money
was going, or, in fact, anything about the
matter. We have been told that it was
altogether our own fault, that we were just
as guilty as Ministers, and just as answerable for the present position of affairs. I
deny that. I maintain that members of this
House, under our present arrangements, cannot know the real facts of financial details.
'Vhy. even with rtgard to this very matter,
the Treasurer, who is a skilled financier, 11as
told us that, although he was behind the
scenes and had the assistance of the Accountant of the Railway department and the
Under-Treasurer, it took him a fortnight of
the hardest work he had ever experienced to
make out how matters stood. If that is
true, as I am sure it is, of what use is it to
blame independent members of the House
because, last session, they did not find out
how the finances stood? How could we
find out? At times questions were put,
notably by the late member for Belfast,
and returns asked for leading up to matters
which we have now more 01' less discovered,
but he was always put off with some answer
which appeared satisfactory or plausible
at the time, and all we could do was to
sit quiet and make the best we could of
the situation. Honorable members were
placed in the humiliating position that, although they were the representatives of the
public and the guardians of the public
purse-although they were the men whose
particular pride and privilege it was to look
after the public accounts - we positively
knew nothing whatever about them. What
has been may be again, :md the sort of thing
which it is admitted occurred last session
may occur again in some future session unless steps are taken to prevent it. I would
therefore strongly urge the Assembly to
adopt the practice of the House of Commons,
and at the beginning of every session to
appoint a Committee of Public Accounts.
This committee in England is composed of
ex-Chancellors of the Exchequer, leading
business men, and perhaps one or two members of the legal profession, and Mr. Gladstone has declared it to be one of the most
valuable a,djuncts in carrying out constitutional government. The committee inquires
into fin::mcial operations, takes evidence, cooperates with the Government when it can,
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and checks them where it must, and is able
to obtain information which the House or
individual members could never get. I submit that we should have some such committee here, and that it should be appointed
every session just like the Standing Orders
Committee. Just.consider the use it would
have been last session.
An HONORABLE 'MElIIBER.-We have the
Audit Commissioners.
Mr. WRIXON.-We have not protection of that kind in the Audit Act. I am
not now talking of the check of the Audit
Commissioners, which is very valuable,
although really how their certificate was
obtained to certain warrants I am at a loss
to know, and I have a question on the subject on the paper. I am not now referring
to the Audit Commissioners, but to this
House. Are we to remain in the humiliating position of having no means of making
out for ourselves how matters stand 1 I
deny that it is right to accuse the House as
affairs are conducted now. We cannot inquire into the accounts, get the books, or
interrogate the permanent heads of departments. At a certain point of time last session, there were several members of the
House who were uneasy about how matters
were going. We knew that there was something wrong-something unsatisfactorybut what could we do? When questions
were asked, they were put off with some sort
of answers.
Mr. BOLTON.-Are you satisfied now?
Mr. vVRIXON.-I can assure the members of the late Government that if they think
I am elaborating this point in order to have
a blow against them they sadly mistake me.
What I am thinking of is the position of
this Chamber, of which I am proud, and
which I would like to see not only assume
the privilege, but really discharge the duty
of guarding the public purse. There is a
certain amount of humbug about our talking
of the privilege of guarding the public purse
if we are never able to guard it-if, when
things are discovered to be wrong, we can
only say like the public-" How astonishing!
we are quite surprised." To revert to the
remedy we ought to adopt-which is found
essential by the House of Commons-just
look at the ad vantage a Committee of Public Accounts would have been last session.
As long as things went right, the committee
might be quiescent, but when we got uneasy,
as we did last session and may do again,
the committee could send for Mr. Lavater
and Mr. Symonds, and then, if a memoran. dum were produced from one of the public
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officers stating that things were getting into
" a terrible mess," the committee could report to the House with an amount of authority and information which would compel us
to check the Government in its career. I
think this is the important lesson we should
draw from the present position of affairs.
We cannot undo whatever mischief has been
done, but we can and ought to save ourselves
from being again placed in the humiliating
position which we have been in the past,
and particularly last session. As this is
supposed to be a reforming era, and I confidently look forward to many reforms from
the preRent Government, I commend this
one to their serious consideration. They
have nothing to do but to propose the committee at the beginning of next session, as
is done by the Government in the House of
Oommons. There are in the Assembly
many business men eminently qualified to
act on such a committee, and it would be
chosen from all round the House without
any party feeling or object. Then if at any
time we became suspicious, a full investigation could be held, and the permanent heads
of departments summoned to give evidence.
Mr. GRANT .-They have no Audit Oommissioners in England.
Mr. WRlXON.-l think the honorable
member has not sufficiently considered the
duty of the Audit Oommissioners. It is
simply to certify whether money is legally
available. But I want for this House a
much wider scope of inquiry-to be able to
inquire into such a" mess" as that of last
session. All the information which the
Treasurer gave us last night we ought by
right to have had last session. Then, if we
chose .to approve of what was going on, well
and good, but, if we did not approve of it,
we could have stopped it. Obtaining that
information would be the use of a Oommittee or Public Accounts, and that is a
duty which no Audit Oommissioners can
discharge. It is a duty which we must do
for ourselves, and we can only do it by
selecting a number of members for the
purpose. I would particularly press this
matter on the attention of the Government,
and I hope that a Oommittee of Public
Accounts will become one of our regular
institutions.
Mr. GRA~T.-Mr. -Speaker, I think it
will be the duty of the Ohief Secretary, who
is particularly familiar with the subject, to
set the honorable member for Portland right
about the system of auditing thc public
accounts in England. I interjected that
there were no Audit Commissioners in

England, but I have b~en reminded that
England has copied our Audit Act. 'Vhether
the au¢liting of our public accounts is done
by a committee of this House, or by Oommissioners appointed by Act of Parliament,
what is the difference? The idea running
in the minds of some honorable members is
that this House-tl)at Ministers-are not
fit to be trusted with the finances of the
country. That is really the feeling at the
bottom of this matter. Though all is peace
at present, these questions will keep cropping
up. I hope the Ohier Secretary will· put
the honorable member for Portland right
on this question, because I think the honorable gentleman will give countenance to the
notion that lawyers are not financiers.
Mr. BERRY.-How about your late
chief?
Mr. GRANT.-l think it must be admitted to be an unfortunate thing that the
late Treasurer, and my late chief, is not a
member of this House at the present
moment. I do not at all mean to say that
I wish any member of the House out of it
for the purpose of bringing Sir Bryan
O'Loghlen in, but I think he ought to have
been returned. I must say I think it was
a mistake of Sir Bryan O'Loghlen to contest West Bourke in opposition to the
re-election of the Minister of Public Works,
although some honorable members around
me dissent from that view; but I believe I
echo the sentiments of nearly every honorable member in saying that, apart from
politics, it is deeply to be regretted that Sir
Bryan O'Loghlen is out of the House.
I am not now talking politically. I don't
care a straw about a coalition Government
Although Sir Bryan
being in office.
O'Loghlen was my political chief, it does
not necessarily follow that we held the same
views on all political matters, though I think
that we agreed upon nearly every question
except that of education. I am not now
going to enter into any discussion of financial
subjects. I am a poor speaker at all times,
and I have never attempted, nor will lever
attempt, to speak on a subject which is
utterly foreign to my habits and to my profession. I do not understand finance, and
I do not pretend to understand it. I shall
therefore say nothing about it or the railway questions which have been discussed;
but I repeat that I think it is matter for
deep regret, both in the interests of Sir
Bryan 0' Loghlen personally and in the interests of the country, that the late Treasurer is not here to give a full explanation
of his transactions as Treasurer. It will be
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admitted, I think, that not one of his late
colleagues is so capable of giving complete
information on the subject as the honorable
gentleman himself would be if he were here.
Ji""or my part, I never interfered in financial
matters. In reference to a subject which
was mentioned last night, namely, the seats
now occupied by honorable members in this
chamber, I may remark that the place in
which an honorable member sits on this
occasion does not necessarily exactly indicate
his political views. For myself, I desire
to say that the seat which I now occupy I
have taken simply as a member of the
late Administration. I thought it due to
my position, as a member of the late
Ministry, to occupy a seat on this (the
front opposition) benc1l, and in doing so
I merely follow the practice of ex-Ministers,
without in any way indicating that I am
necessarily opposed to the present Government. (Laughter.) The fact is that I see
opposite me 32 members with whom I have
long professed the same political opinions.
I am not aware that I have on any occasion
given the slightest reason to doubt that I am
what I have always professed to be, namely,
"an advanced liberal," as the Premier recently styled himself. I never called myself
a liberal, because a liberal means anything.
In England a staunch tory might consider
himself a liberal. I have always called myself a democrat. I was a member of the
first protectionist Ministry ever formed in'
this country, namely, the Heales Administration, which was in office about 22 year~
ago. I have been charged with not being a
liberal, but the accusation has no foundation;
in fact, I only voted against the Administration of which Mr. Berry was the head
because I believed that the Reform Bill
passed by that Government was subversive
of the English system of legislation. I hold
that the people of this colony are a community of Englishmen, and that they are entitled to the same political institutions that
exist in England. I therefore voted against
the last Reform Bill. I am the oldest member of the Assembly, and I have always
endeavoured to be consistent. I defy any
honorable member to show that, throughout
the whole of ,my political career, I ever
turned traitor to any principle that I professed. I was a democrat long before the
title" liberal" was invented. That title, I am
sorry to say, was invented when,inmyopinion,
the party became illiberal, and itwas invented
by outsiders. I have no personal feeling in
this matter, and I have no desire to 'put
the present Government out of office. I
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have had my share of office. I believe that
I have been longer in office by many years
than any other man south of the line, and
therefore I have no complaint whatever to
make because I do not now occupy a seaton
the Treasury bench. But I must say that
I felt bitterly the opposition which was got
up against me at the last election by two of
the leading members of the present Administration, one of whom was formerly my colleague, for I had supported the party to
which t~at gentleman belongs until, after announcing themselves liberals, their organ in
the press turned round and advocated an
elective Upper House. The Premier, in a
speech which he made at Castlemaine, and
which was duly reported in the Age of the
8th of February, made a startling statement, though I most thoroughly believe it.
Alluding to the Reform Bill which the Chief
Secretary passed, the Premier said that its
principles had long been advocated by the
constitutional party-that, indeed, "he drew
the plan of the hquse, and Mr., Berry built
it." There is no denying the statement,
Rnd the fact that such was the case is one
reason why I voted against the Bill. If
that statement is true, what justification had
the Chief Secretary for keeping the country
in a state of agitation for five years, bringing it almost to the verge of revolution, and
then passing the very measure which the
constitutional party had advocated?
Mr. HARPER.-That is what we all
want to know.
Mr. GRANT. - I have no wish to
damage the political reputation of either the
Premier or the Chief Secretary, or to prevent them acting together in carrying on
the government of the country. I, however, claim to be a consistent politician. I
am as thorough a democrat at this moment
as I was 30 years ago, and when I entered
Parliament. I am also as thorough a
protectionist, and also as thorough a believer in the 6th clause of the first Berry
Reform Bill as I was when that measure
was introduced. I voted against the last
Reform Bill for the reasons which I have
stated; but on every other subject I have
been at one with the Chief Secretary, and
am now thoroughly at one with his section
of the Government. Would I be justified,
when I see 32 members before me holding
my political opinions, if I did not help
them to carry out those principles; but,
on the contrary, supported gentlemen who
have consistently opposed those principles?
Would I be worthy of the title of an
honorable man if I did not adhere to my
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principles? I could not do otherwise. I
would not be true to myself if I for one
instant disavowed the principles I formerly
advocated, and if I did not help the 32
men I see before me to carry out those
principles rather than assist a few others
who will not do so. I say all honour to
those constitutionalists who, against the
grain-as must necessarily have been the
case-supported the late Ministry in their
sincere desire to carryon the government
.of the country satisfactorily. But that
support could only have been temporary at
the best. At all events, I can never forsake the principles with which I started my
political life. As the senior member of the
late Administration I was asked to represent it as the leader of the Opposition, but
I distinctly said that I would not do so.
In no case will I give a factious opposition
to the Government; and, further, I must
say that if they will bring forward the
measures which they have promised to introduce, I will lend them my very best aid
to carry those measures.
Mr. McINTYRE.-Take your late colleagues with you and go over to the other
side.
Mr. GRANT.-Not at all; but if my
honorable friends, who sit with me in opposition, think me in the slightest degree in
the way, I can only say that I have no
desire to restrict their action. I deeply
.regret that Sir Bryan O'Loghlen is not in
the House, as I always esteemed it an
honour to be associated with him.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-What about
the Age?
Mr. GRANT.-I still feel a friendly regard for the Age, which was at one time a
supporter of the principles I profess, but I
am sorry to say that it has turned round
ever since-Mr. BERRY.-What has all this to do
with the financial question? You should
have made this speech before you joined the
late Government.
The CHAIRMAN.-I do not think the
honorable member is confining his remarks
to the question before the chair.
Mr. GRANT.-I beg to move that progress be reported. The duty of the supporters of a Government has been described
to be "to make a House, to keep a House,
and to cheer Ministers." When I say that
I will not oppose this Government, I do not
wish it to be understood that I will be a
supporter of the Government in that aspect.
. I will not cheet Ministers except when their
conduct calls for cheers, nor support their
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measures unless they deserve support. I
will assent only to such measures as are
liberal in their tendency-measures which
might have been introduced by the party
supporting Mr. Berry before they assumed
the title "liberal," which, in my opinion,
was when they committed the most illiberal
act ever done in this country. Previous to
the term "liberal" being used, the term
" loyal liberal " was in vogue. Some of
those honorable members who supported the
liberal Government of Mr. Berry were violent opponents of the loyal liberal Administration of Sir James McOulloch, Mr. Higinbotham, and myself. However, the cause
of my opposition to the Berry Government
was that they proposed what, in my opinion,
was a fundamental change in the English
system of legislation. I could not conscientiously vote for their Reform Bill when I believed that its principles were antagonistic
to those of the English Con~itution. The
measure proposed to establish in this country
two Houses of Commons instead of one.
The power of the Upper House has been
increased by having as its basis 110,000
electors instead of 30,000 as before, and
the members of that House now consider
themselves the representatives of property
and intelligence. I admit they are intelligent, and I know that they are large
property-holders, but I deny that they should
be representative if our Constitution is analogous to the British Constitution. The two
Houses of Legislature cannot be equals according to the principles of the English
Constitution; and, as the tendency of the
Reform Bill was to depart from the principles of that Constitution, I voted against
it, and I do not regret my action. In framing that Bill, the Chief Se.cretary, I believe,
was weak enough to act upon the ad vice of
others. He should never have departed from
the principle of a nominee Upper House.
The measure of reform which is now on the
statute-book will not prevent the recurrence
of dead-locks. A dead-lock may take place
at any time unless it is avoided by the good
taste and good sense of the members of both
Houses. As to the present Government,
its constitution is thoroughly un-English.
We cannot recognise individual Ministers.
Weare not Irishmen yet, and do not understand the meaning of two Premiers. I must
therefore treat the honorable member for
Castlemaine (Mr. Service) as Premier, because if he resigns the whole Government
must go with him, and whatever he decides
upon the Government must carry out. I
cha.llenge a.ny honorable member on either
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side of the House to point to a single instance in English history, in modern times,
to justify the present experiment. I defy
honorable members to show a coalition of a
similar kind either in England or in this
country. The Minister of Railways, in a,
speech the other day, expressed the hope
that the coalition might be as useful to the
country as the McOulloch-Heales Government, of which I was a member, was. I deny
that the McOulloch-Reales Government was
in any sense a coalition Government. At
the time that Ministry was formed there
were no political parties in this country
such as there are now. Political parties
were not developed in those times, but took
their rise wh~n the dispute occurred between
the two Houses over the question of protection ve1'8~t8 free-trade. The constitution of
the McOulloch Ministry, therefore, did not
bear the slightest resemblance to that of the
present Government. At the present time
there are two great parties in Victoria which
are as distinctly defined as the tories and
liberals are in England. They are just as
clearly defined as are the party which was
led by the late Lord Beaconsfield and the
one of which Mr. Gladstone is the leader.
What would have been said if those two
great parties had united, and Mr. Gladstone
had become the lieutenant of Lord Beaconsfield in the same Administration? Such
a thing is impossible in England. We
cannot have two Premiers. The Premier
of the present Government in this colony, as
far as I can see, is a pronounced constitutionalist.
An HONORABLE MEMBER. - No; a
liberal.
Mr. GRANT.-I am very much pleased
that the other day, at Oastlemaine, the
Premier l:tnnounced himself as a liberal, and
declared that he was a thousand miles from
conservatism-indeed, I cannot understand
a Scotchman of intelligence and culture
being otherwise than a liberal-but I am
mther surprised that the Ohief Secretary
stated that the constituenc-y of Geelong,
which he represents, is to be the headquarters of conserv,atism. As to the term
"constitutionalist," what does it mean?
Did not my former chief and the whole
liberal party contend that they are the true
constitutionalists, and that those gentlemen
who assume the title of constitutionalists
are obstructives ? Our contention from the
beginning lIas been that the liberals are tIle
true constitutionalists. Why? Because" it
is the letter that killeth and the spirit that
giveth life." We contend that the section
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of the Oonstitution Act which authorizes
the Legislative Oouncil to reject but not to
amend a Money Bill means that they shall
follow exactly the practice of the House of
Oommons in dealing with Money Bills, and
that, therefore, they were not justified in the
rejection of the Appropriation Dill, many
years ago, which was the origin of all the
political troubles in this country. I again
ask honorable members if they know of a single
instance in modern English history, or in
the history of this country, of the two great
parties in the country coalescing and
governing as one party? There is no such
instance. Let honorable members consider
the danger of such a coalition. It subverts
the English system of government, and
turns responsible government into a des ..
potism. However pleasant it may be to
speak of peace and good will prevailing between two political parties, and all that sort
of thing, such a state of affairs is utterly
unknown in England. The English system
of government is the only free system of
government in the world, and it is essentially a system of party government. I
deeply regret the coalition which has taken
place. I believe that the members of the
two parties llave erred in joining together
to form a Ministry. One of the worst
features of their coalition is that they may
be charged with acting solely for personal
aggrandizement. 1'he enemies of responsible government and the enemies of Victoria will have just cause for pointing their
finger, and saying-" See what has occurred
in Victoria, the leaders of both political
parties have joined together; they have
combined for no object except to seize the
reins of power, and carryon the government
for their own advantage."
Mr. McOOLL.-They have combined in
order to carry practical measures.
Mr. GRANT.-I am showing what will
naturally be said about the Government,
and am entering my protest against the
coalition. It is laid down as a principle
that a coalition is only justifiable when outside influences are at work, but were there
any such influences to bring about the present coalition? Raving entered my protest against its formation, I do not desire
to say anything further against the Government. The coalition has taken place-the
machine has been set in motion-but we cannot yet say how it will work, or what will
be its products. It will be time enough for
us to condemn the Government-it will be
for me at all events-if they introduce
measures of an illiberal character. If their
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measures are not in accordance with the
opinions of the majority of the people and
of the majority of the members of the Assembly, the Government must take the consequences. What I wish to impress on the
minds of honorable members most of all is
that what we have now in Victoria is something of which modern English constitutional history affords no other example.
For the first time within that period the
leaders of the two great parties in the State
have united to seize on the reins of government on the ground that they cannot be
successfully held by anyone but themselves.
If the statement made by Sir Bryan O'Loghlen is correct, and the action of the late Government was impeded and their measures
were delayed by successive motions for the
adjournment of the House-Mr. BERRY.-What are you doing
now?
Mr. GRANT.-The Chief Secretarv cannot get over my argument. Who, f ask,
produced the very circumstances of the effect
of which Sir Bryan O'Loghlen so strongly
complained? If the late Government could
not carryon successfully, was it not because
they were prevented from so doing by a
number of those who are now saying-" We
alone can administer the affairs of the
country"? I ask honorable members to
take what I allude to to heart. A bad
example is being now given to the young
people of the colony. What does it show?
The leaders now united being practically professional politicians, and having been for years
bitterly opposed to each other, does not their
coalition mean a confession on their part that
there was really no good ground for their
former antagonism? The nearest case of the
kind in purely English history is that of the
Fox-North coalition of 1783, which,although
called a coalition, was practically only the
union of the F oxite whigs with the other party.
But the state of affairs then was very
. different from that which we have to deal
with. Party lines were not constitutionally
defined as they are now. Besides, Ministers
were th.en more or less personally responsible
to the Sovereign, whereas that cannot be
said to be the case at the existing stage,
because other principles have been gradually
developed into action by. experience. It is
one of the glories of England that the great
principles on which she is governed have
been only slowly established in the course of
time. Again, it should be remembered that
the coalition of 1783 occurred just after the
American war had been brought to a con. elusion, and that the continuance of that
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war was for a long while previonsly tIle main
basis on which party conflict was carried on.
That ground of difference being got out of
the way, there was for the time being no
~pen occasion for the two great parties in
politics to disagree. Can a similar state
of things be said to be the case at the present contingency? Have the two great
questions which for years divided this House
-those of the privileges of the Assembly
and free-trade and protection-been settled
as conclusively as the American war was?
I warn honorable members that there must
be great danger in a coalition that is not
founded on any great constitutional principle.
Is it not almost openly admitted that the
present coalition is a fusion rather of party
leaders than of anyone else? And is not
that a wretched compliment to pay to the
members of the House generally? For
myself, I will be quite satisfied if I am
reckoned as one of the tails of party. I do
not think that those who form this coalition
duly considered the effect their action will
have on the future of the country, because
I am convinced it will be most disastrous.
Who in future will believe the political professions made in this Chamber? Will it
not be a point of self-inquiry with each party
leader-" How long will I adhere to what I
now put forward?" With what cry will
honorable members goto their constituencies?
They will not be able to raise any truly
political cry at all. The only question to be
decided at each election will be-" Is Mr.
So-and·so or Mr. So-and.so the candidate
most eligible for local purposes?" The electors will simply ask whether such a one will
work well to supply the local wants of his
constituents-whether he will do what they
want done. The best department-trotterthe man who can perform most commission
work for his district-will then get most
favour in preference to the man who goes on
principles, and seeks to carry the best
measures. I put forward these views for
the consideration of honorable members all
round, sincerely believing that, if our party
leaders are to be kept politically true, and
honorably faithful to their professions and
engagements, the House generally ought to
be jealously careful that they don't depart
from them. When I have said that, I have
said practically all I rose to say.
The
coalition has taken place, and I have entered
my protest against it. For myself I will
support every proposition of the Government
that accords with my judgment, and I will
never go against them on any party grounds.
I admit .that, as a rule, Ministers a~e
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better acquainted with departmental ques- both the Duffy and O'Loghlen Administrations than a private member can be, and, tions. I will add that I believe it was my
therefore, upon all matters of that kind truthful political action and faithful consisI will be careful to vote with them. tency to my principles that induced each of
I regret that I have detained honorable those famous leaders to seek my assistance,
members so long with my remarks, but I and that among the whole of them there
have spoken in good faith, and with the was none more able, more truthful, or
view of instructing, as far as I can, the more patriotic than Sir Bryan O'Loghlen. I
future politicians of Victoria as to what, in .greatly deplore that he is not in the House
my opinion, is their duty, namely, to adhere to justify himself with respect to the charges
to the English system of government, which brought against him by the honorable
is to carryon legislation by means of gentleman who succeeds him in his office of
party. The English system is the freest in Treasurer. For my part, I do not underthe world, and it is impossible to work it stand figures, nor have I ever made any
except on party lines. I also ask honorable pretensions to do RO, and, when Sir Bryan
members to look for a moment at the ad. O'Loghlen proposed to become Treasurer, I
vantages derivable from a nominee upper warned him that I thought it would be wiser
chamber. In countries where such an ar- for him to take a different post in the
rangement exists, what is frequently the Cabinet. But his reply was always" No."
eventual position of the most able politicians He had, he said, a good knowledge of
of the community? In England they are finance, and surely the event has shown the
called up to the House of Lords, while correctness of the statement. Surely he has
in New South Wales they may be nomi- proved himself to beoneof the ablest, if not the
nated to the Legislative Council. Under ablest, financiers we ever had. I do not wish to
circumstances of that kind they can disparage the abilities of any other Treasurer,
never become completely the victims of any but I regard the late Treasurer as at least
such miserable cry as that they are Irish the equal, in that capacity, of his successor,
Roman Catholics. It is most unfortunate or of any of his predecessors. One reason
that at the present time a great number of why I pressed my late chief in the way I
the people of Ireland have shown themselves have described was the existence abroad of
utterly unfit to be called free or civilized a foolish prejudice against a lawyer undermen. A man who would go in for assassin~ standing accounts. I said to him-Ie Any
ation cannot be described as ci vilized. What man who sells a bag of sugar, or a chest of
is the consequence with us of that state of tea, designates himself a mercantile man,
things? That some of our ablest politicians and therefore a financier, and no one would
have been left out of Parliament because they call his proceedings in question were he to
happen to be Irish Roman Catholics. Isitnot talk by the yard about finance; whereas a
a matterfor widespread regret that Sir John lawyer like you or I, who is continually
O'Shanassy was defeated at his election? looked to to give advice in cases of
Has not the same thing occurring to difficulty, is nevertheless deemed not fit
Sir Bryan O'Loghlen createq. a general to be trusted in public financial matters."
sense of personal loss? It is a great But Sir Bryan O'Loghlen's management
misfortune to this House and to the of the loan shows the sort of financier
country that both those able men are he is-that in that capacity no one has
absent from the Legislature. I speak with surpassed him. That he adheres strongly
special emphasis of Sir Bryan O'Loghlen, to his own opinion is the only thing in
seeing that I am fresh from a colleagueship the shape of a fault that can be laid to
with him which lasted over eighteen months. his charge, but I imagine his successor
I may mention that I have at different deems the quality to be a virtue. In
times been a Minister with some of the conclusion, I repeat that the absence from
most illustrious men we have known in this Parliament of Sir John O'Shanassy and
Chamber, although in several instances they Sir Bryan O'Loghlen is a loss to the
belonged to the most opposite nationalities country, and I draw attention to the fact
possible under the English Crown. I have that, if we had a Constitution similar to
served as colleague respectively under two that of New South Wales, the misfortune
Englishmen, one Scotchman, and two Irish- could be remedied.
men, for I was a Minister of the Crown
The motion to report progress was put
once with Mr. Heales and twice with Mr. and negatived.
Berry. I was twice a member of the Cabinet
The consideration of the Estimates was
with Sir James McCulloch, and I worked in then proceeded with.
SES. 1883.-L
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, The vote of £1,225 to complete the vote
(£1,475) for the Legislative Council was
agreed to.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
On the vote of £9,289 to complete
the vote (£10,979) for the Legislative
,~ssembly,
"
Mr. BURROWES expressed the opinion
that the Treasurer having asserted that the
savings of the present Government, in connexion with the Estimates, would be about
£200,000, it would be as well if he mentioned of wl1at such savings would consist.
Mr. BERRY stated that the Ohief
Secretary's department, the estimates for
which wore now being considered, was not
one in which there was any large amount
of reduction. Perhaps when such a department was under review would be the best
time for the honorable member for Sandhurst
(Mr. Burrowes) to ask for the information
he desired.
Mr. SERVIOE explained that his statement with respect to savings to the extent of
£200,000 referred simply to votes for public
works which would be unexpended.
The vote was agreed to.
THE LIBRARY.
On the vote of £2,154 to complete the
vote (£2,594) for the Parliament Library,
Mr. BENT asked if the Government proposed any promotions or reductions in this
branch of the service?
Mr. SERVIOE replied that there would
be one or two changes of a very slight
nature.
Mr. BENT thought it would be as well if
the Treasurer would offer at once a general
explanation of the changes the Government
intended to effect. There was a rumour
abroad that certain promotions which the
late Administration made, in the ordinary
and proper course, were to be cut out of the
Estimates-that Ministers would, in fact,
adopt the Yankee system of each Government rubbing out the appointments and
promotions of its predecessors.
Mr. SERVIOE stated that there was no
foundation for any rumour of the kind. At
the same time the Government occupied a
somewhat difficult position in having to deal
with the Estimates so late in the financial
year, and they felt, moreover, that although
they practically incurred no responsibility in
adopting generally the financial proposals of
their predecessors, that was by no means the
case with respect to adopting the whole of
their promotions, which had never been
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approved of by the House, and could only
have been made subject to its sanctioll.
Perhaps it would be as well not to go into
some of' them. (Mr. Bent-" No insinuations; fire away.") Ministers had, for
themselves, no desire whatever to interfere
with any of the promotions proposed by the
late Government, being anxious 'rather to
get the Estimates passed as they stood,
which would be by much their easiest course.
However, they felt that responsibility ·really
rested upon them, and, in the light of that, circumstance, they deemed themselves obliged
in some instances-they were very few-to
refrain from carrying their predecessors' promotions into effect.
Mr. BURROWES observed that the
statement just made was inconsistent with
the Treasurer's previous assertion that the
savings on the Estimates would come
from unexpended votes. If there were
to be other savings, that was to say, other
reductions, the committee ought to know of
them. With respect to the Mining department, he (Mr. Burrowes) had nothing to
fear, for he made no promotions there except
those ordinarily accruing, although had he
remained longer in office he would have
asked Parliament to assent to some.
Mr. SERVIOE mentioned that another
circumstance weighed greatly with the Government, especially with respect to. the
departments at present under his own control,
namely, that in the promotions which appeared on the Estimates there seemed to be
a desire to fill up the higher ranks of the
public service beyond the point that was
just or right. Doubtless there was in all
departments a tendency on the part· of
officers of old standing to claim promotion
into the higher classes without reference to
vacancies or to the permanent heads.
Mr. GRAVES inquired whether the
Treasurer was stating a general principle
or referring to particular cases?
Mr. SERVIOE said he was merely
stating a general principle, which, however,
undoubtedly applied to the Estimates now
being dealt with.
Mr. O. YOUNG suggested that it would
be better to discuss the cases in question at
once. As for the estimates for the departments lately under himself, he knew of no
fault that could be found with them.
Mr. BERRY remarked that he could
make a general statement forthwith with
respect to the estimates for the Chief
Secretary's department, for he was as
familiar with every portion of them as though
he had prepared them.

Supply.

CAPRIL

Mr. BENT moved that the Chairman
report progress. He said he did so because the Additional Estimates would show
that, in the statements just made by the
Chief Secretary and by the Treasurer, there
was a conflict of testimony. Moreover, he
(Mr. Bent) desired to challenge the assertions that had been put forward, on the
strength of the extensive return relating to
public appointments which was laid before
the House last session, that some of his
appointments in the Railway department
were of a political character. (Mr. Gillies" The ~ailway estimates are not going to
be touched.") He was perfectly aware that
they could not be touched.
.
The CHAIRMAN.-Inasmuch as a
motion for reporting p~ogress has just be~n
negatived, it is not competent for the honorable member for Brighton, at the present
stage, to make a similar proposal.
Mr. SERVICE remarked that the Government did not want to take advantage
of their position, but he felt bound to ask
honorable members to .get on with the Estimates, and, if necessn.ry, call attention, as
they went along, to items which they deemed
questionable. Here was April, and only
one vote carried. As to the savings in connexion with the salaries, they would not
altogether amount to £1,500. Would honorable members go on fighting for such a
bagatelle?
Mr. McINTYRE observed that, if the
Government would undertake to explain
every alteration they had made in the Estimates as it came up for consideration, there
would be no need, for further delay.
¥r. BERRY said that, so far as the
Chief Secretary's department was concerned,
he would undertake to do what the honorable member for Maldon suggested.
The vote was agreed to, as were also
the .following :-£810 to complete the vote
(£975) for the Refreshment-rooms; £15,830
to complete the vote (£18,655) for the Ohief
Secretary's office, including the Public Health
department j £4,084 to complete the vote
(£4,804) for the department of the GovernmeJl,t Statist; £185,336 to complete the
vote (£220,336) for the Police; and £44,816
to complete the vote (£54,996) for penal
establishments and gaols.
LUNATIO ASYLUMS.
On the vote of £76,945 to complete the
vote (£92,445) for hospitals for the insane,
Mr. BERRY stated that the vote showed
increases on last year which might fairly be
deemed matterforconsideration. It provided
L'2
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for the promotion of the stewards severally
attached to the Yarra Bend, Kew, and Beechworth asylums from the 4th to the 3rd class,
and, in view of the duties those officers had
to perform, he regarded the step as a totally
unnecessary one. They were each already
receiving a salary of £350 per annum,
together with an allowance of from £35 to
£60 a year under the Lunacy Statute, and
they were provided with quarters, ra:tions,
light, fuel, and water. Upon the whole,
their emoluments were equal to those of an
ordinary 3rd class officer. In these three
cases the Government proposed tha~ the
'intended promotion should he disallowed.
It should be remembered that it would mean
not oniy an im~~diate increase of salary,
but an increase by: annual increment until
a maximum salary of £485 was reached.
While he was formerly at the head of the
Ohief Secretary's department he never heard
of any proposal of the kind, and he could
not fail to notice that adopting it would
place the three officers on a par with others
performing much higher duties.
Mr. BURROWES asked if the Chief
Secretary had heard that these three
officers were, for the sake of the promotion,
to give up their privileges in the shape of
allowances?
Mr. BERRY said he was aware that the
allowances were to stop after a certain time,
but they were still on the Estimates. What
he wished to dwell upon most particularly
was that the promotions were made not
only without the sanction of the permanent
head of the department, but against his
advice. (Mr. Burrowes-" That is not the
case.") On the contrary, he (Mr. Berry)
had been directly assured that it was the
case. The new inspector was also against
the increase. He (Mr . Berry) had no personal knowledge of either of the three
o'fficers c·oncerned.
Mr. BURROWES' asked the Ohief Secretary to allow the vote to stand over to
erable him (Mr. Burrowes) to obtain further
information with respect to it. He might
say that the three officers were gentlemen of
the highest standing, that tlley had held
their positions for a number of years, and
that their responsibilities with respect to the
purchase of goods, the quality of them, and
other watters of the kind frequently extended over £100,000.
Mr. BERRY said he desired further to
point out that although the vote provided
for an increase in the number or warders, if
it was found that the hlCrease was not
necessary, the additional warders would not
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be appointed. He did not intend to interfere, this year, with the new classification
of warders; still he reserved to himself the
right of considering, before the Estimates
for the next financial year were prepared,
the question whether the new classification
should be maintained, involving as it did a
permanent addition to the expenses of the
country. The vote provided for an extra
medical officer at Kew asylum. He had
ascertained that that officer could be done
without, and therefore the second item in
the Kew branch of the vote would be reduced
from £650 to £400. Then he proposed that
the steward at Ararat, an unclassified officer,
whose salary the late Government proposed
to increase from £250 to £300, should be
treated in the same way as the stewards at
Yarra Bend, Kew, and Beechworth. Therefore his salary would be left as it was last
year. If it could be shown that any of
these officers were underpaid at the rate of
last year, the matter would be duly considered. The increase this year in the number of employes and rates of pay at Sunbury was considerable, but he would not ask
the committee to make any reduction because
be did not know how many new appointments bad been made. The appointments
whioh had not been made would not be
made until there had been inquiry as to
whether the staff at Sunbury could not be
kept down as was intended when lunatics
were first sent there. He objected to unnecessarily large salaries or the inflation
of any of the lunatic asylum establishments. His desire was to be careful in
the expenditure of the public funds.
The item of "fees to official visitors
throughout the colony, including arrears,"
had been increased from £752 to £1,127,
but he proposed to reduce that item to the
amount at which it stood last year. There
were no "arrears" in the strict sense of
tIle term, and he believed that the sum of
£752, if properly divided, would be quite
suffioient to remunerate the official visitors.
The two last items of the vote were £116
for Dr. Watkins and £116 for Dr. Deshon.
Dr. Watkins was formerly the officer in
charge at Beechworth at a salary of £500
per year, besides quarters and other privileges, but in 1881 he was transferred to
Sunbury, where he had remained ever since.
Some time after his removal, Dr. Watkins
made application for an increase of his
salary, and the present vote provided for
:an additional payment to him of ,£15 per
lmonth from the 10th November, 1881, to
dihe 30th June, 1882. The money, he
. Mr. Berry.

Lunatic Asylums.

understood, had actually been paid although
-not voted, contrary to the promise which
the late Government made to the Assembly
that no such items would be paid pending
the passing of the Estimates. After it became known that this allowance had been
made to Dr. Watkins, Dr. Deshon, who
was sent to Beechworth to take the plaoe
of Dr. Watkins, asked for similar consideration, and his application was conceded.
There was less reason for the allowance to be
made to Dr. Deshon, inasmuch as there
might have been a want of proper quarters
and other inconveniences at Sunbury, as no
doctor had been there before. But that was
not the case at Beechworth,and the expenses
of removals were allowed out of another vote.
Therefore he proposed that in the case of
Dr. Deshon the allowance should be struck
out. He saw no reason why an officer who
was well paid, simply because be was shifted
from one asylum to another, should be able
to claim, in addition to his salary and other
advantages, an amount of this kind. If it
were sanctioned, an inconvenient precedent
would be established. Certainly the authority of the House ought to be obtained
to such payments before any were made.
Mr. McLELLAN remarked that the
steward of the Ararat asylum received, from
the head of the late Government, a letter
stating that his salary would be increased,
this year, by .£50. The year was now
nearly at an end, and supposing the man
had lived up to the increased income promised to him, and the increase was withheld,
he would be .£50 short in meeting his liabilities. This was not a fair way of treating
a public servant-it was altogether wrongand he hoped the Chief Seoretary would
reconsider the matter.
Mr. BURROWES expressed the hope
that the Chief Secretary would allow the
vote to stand over until another evening.
There were strong reasons for the increase
of the stewards' salaries, but the inoreases
were not made until the matter had been
fully thought out and discussed by the late
Cabinet. It was only' fair that the vote
should be postponed until the late Chief
Secretary was present in his plaoe to explain
the circumstances under which the increases
were made.
SirO. MAO MAHON said he considered
it desirable, seeing that nearly ten months
of the financial year had expired, that the
committee should accept the Estimates as
they were framed by the late Government.
Anyhow he would object to honorable members getting up and advocating that certain
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individuals, because they happened to be constituents, should have advantages which
were not enjoyed by other public servants, because by such a proceeding the whole question
of political patronage would be raised. If
political patronage was to be abolished, let
the abolition take place at once.
Mr. C. YOUNG suggested that the Tr~a
surer should lay before the House the papers
connected with any promotions provided for
on the Estimates which he intended to object to. Estimates which were a copy of
the Estimates framed by the late Government were transmitted to the House by Governor's message on the 6th March. The
present Government thereby adopted the
Estimates of their predecessors; and yet
the Treasurer now stated that he intended to
object to certain items in those Estimates.
Mr. SERVICE observed that there were
alterations, in two or three departments,
with reference to classification; and the
Government objected to an undue increase
of civil servants in the higher classes. He
was opposed to an officer who had only 4th
class work to do being in the 2nd class.
Had the promotions been simply from one
class to vacancies in the next class above,
he would not have complained, because he
recognised the fact that there were claims
arising from seniority alone which should
be respected.
Mr. C. YOUNG remarked that the
members of the late Government cour.ted
the fullest publicity in the matter. He
hoped that, at the next sitting, the Treasurer would produce the papers connected
with every case in which he intended to
make an alteration, so that the Assembly
might be in possession of the fullest information as to who recommended the promotion, and the circumstances under which
it was made.
Mr. SERVICE said that several of the
promotions in his own department were recommended by the late Treasurer, and, in
those cases, there were no papers except the
minutes made by that gentleman on the
applications.
Mr. C. YOUNG suggested that the
documents should be produced.
Mr. SERVICE said he had not the
slightest objection to their production.
Mr. BENT remarked that an application
for the postponement of disputed votes was
always acquiesced in. He would suggest
that that course should be followed in this
instance, and that the votes for the departments in which no alterations had been
made should be passed in globo.
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Mr. SERVICE said he was willing to
comply with the wish of honorable members.
The vote was withdrawn.
The following votes were agreed to : £464,583 to complete the vote (£559,333)
for the department of Public Instruction;
£4,000 for Schools of Mines; £900 to
complete the vote (£1,150) for Schools of
Design; £6,518 to complete the vote
(£7,668) for compensation, gratuities, &c.,
to late employes under the Education department; £1,930 (total vote, £2,180) for
the Judges of the Supreme Court; £13,789
(total vote, £16,489) for the Law Officers
of the Crown; £4,829 (total vote, £5,799)
for the Crown Solicitor;
£2,409
(total vote, £2,759) for the Prothonotary; £2,987 (total vote, £3,688) for
the Master-in-Equity and Lunacy; £2,112
(total vote, £2,537) for the Court of Insolvency; £24,567 (total vote, £29,373) for
the Registrar-General and Registrar of
Titles; £4,500 (total vote, £5,500) for
Deputy Registrars; £18,597 (total vote,
£22,332) for the Sheriffs; £4,300 (total
vote, £27,600) for County Courts, Courts
of Mines, and General Sessions; £2,800
(total vote, £17,200) for Police Magistrates and Wardens; £15,398 (total vote,
£18,478) for Clerks of Courts; £5,225
(total vote, £6,270) for Coroners; £15,140
(total vote, £18,340) for the Public Works
department; £13,195 (total vote, £16,195)
for Melbourne water supply; £908 (total
vote, £2,208) for "miscellaneous" under
the Public Works department; £215,850
(total vote, £245,850) for works and buildings; £110,000 for defence works;
£50,654 to complete the vote (£55,654) for
road works and bridges; £212,817 (total
vote, £253,817) for the Postal department;
£17,000 (total vote, £20,000) for telegraph
lines j £85,500 (total vote, £102,500) for
conveyance of inland mails; £14,560, proportion of subsidy for duplicate telegraph
cable; £1,007 for "miscellaneous" under
the Postal deparlment; £919,425 to complete the vote (£959,000) for the Railway
department; £11,328 (total vote, £11,928)
for" miscellaneous" under the Railway department; £14,500 for interest and expenses
connected with the putchase of the Hobson's
Bay Railway; £3,500 to complete the vote
(£19,576) for the Mining department;
£7,000 for prospecting for gold, coal, &c.;
£1,100 to complete the vote (£1,650) for
" miscellaneous" under the Mining department; £8,823 (total vote, £10,201) for
the Water Supply department; £111,500
ton;p~erwor\\s in. ~ountrrdistricts; £16,966
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to complete the vote (£17,581) "for the
Agricultural department; £15,593 (total
vote, £26,600) for grants under the Agricultural department; £1,350 (total vote,
£8,098) for scab prevention and diseases in
stock; and £1,103 for expenses in eonnexion with the Bordeaux wine exhibition.
The resolutions were then reported to the
House.
The House adjourned at nine minutes
before midnight, until Tuesday, April 10.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
Tuesday, Apt'a 10, 1883.
Rabbits Suppression Act-Leave of Absence to Members:
The Hon. T. F. Hamilton: The Hon. James MacBainStatute of Trusts Amendment Bill-University of
Melbourne Law Further Amendment Bill-Railway
Loan Account (1881) Application Bill-Close of the
Session.

"The PRESIDENT took the chair at twentyfive minutes to five o'clock p.m., and read
the prayer.
DECLARATION OF
QU ALIFICATION.
The Hon. H. Cuthbert presented to the
Clerk the declaration required by the Act
No. 702.
RABBITS SUPPRESSION ACT.
The Hon. P. RUSSELL asked the representative of the Government if the Rabbits Suppression Act had been sufficiently
operative to compel proprietors of estates
in the western district to destroy their large
warrens; and, if not, whether the Government intended taking stronger measures,
than the present Act provided for?
The Hon. R. S. ANDERSON replied
that, in the opinion of the Executive, the
enactment in question had not proved sufficiently operative, and it was his belief that
the circumstance was to a large extent attributable to the want of proper co-operation
on the part of the various shire councils
concerned, who were the parties chiefly commissioned by the Act to carry out its provisions. At the same time the Government were employing over a hundred men
in the work of destroying the rabbits on the
Crown lands of the colony. Matters standing thus, it was the illtention of Ministers
to occupy a portion of the forthcoming recess in drafting a measure capable of bringing about the thorough eradication of the
rabbit pest.

Amendment Bill.

ABSENCE OF MEMBERS.
The Hon. J. GRAHAM moved that
leave of absence be granted during the remainder of the session to the Hon. T. F.
Hamilton. He said that he was sure honorable members generally would hear with
sympathy and regret that Mr. Hamilton
had, during his present visit to the 9ld
country, met with a very serious and paiaful
accident, from which he was only just recovering. The last news from him wa,s that
he had been laid up a long time and was
still under medical ad vice. It wa.s hoped
by his family that he would return to Victoria within the next few months, but it was
har~ly possible for him to do so before the
session closed.
Sir W. J. CLARKE seconded the motion, which was agreed to.
The Hon. T. F. CUMMING moved that
similar leave of absence be granted to the
Hon. James McBain.
The Hon. W. A. ZEAL seconded the
motion, which was agreed to.
STATUTE OF TRUSTS
AMENDMENT BILL.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR moved the
second reading of this Bill. He said-Mr.
President, inasmuch as the Bill is so short
that it virtually consists of but one clause,
which was adopted by this House only last
session without a division, I think it well to
bring it forward again now, although I
gather from statements made to me r~
specting honorable members elsewhere that
there will be some difficulty in getting it
carried into law before Parliament is prorogued. Nevertheless, it is probable that
every obstacle of the kind will be surmounted
if honorable members will allow the measure
to go through all its stages this evening.
As I have intimated, the Bill is a very
simple one, but it is calculated to completely
remove an obstacle in the way of trustees,
which is productive of a good deal of inconvenience and also loss. It is well known
that trustees cannot, unless they are specially authorized by their trust so to do, invest
t.rust funds in the colony except in Government securities or in the debentures of the
Metropoli~an Gas Company, and the restriction is found to be most l1ampering. It
frequently happens: for instance, that Government securities can only be purchased
at a price so high as to render them rather
unprofitable to the beneficiary, while if
the trust moneys are left in a bank to
await a more favorable season the result is
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that they can produce nothing for the time . felt it to be unwise to pass a private membeing, because placing them as a deposit ber's Bill through all its stages at once. It
bearing interest is expressly prohibited. might be that an honorable member, whose
No such condition exists in the old country, engagements had prevented him from being
because in 1859 the Imperial Parliament present when such a Bill was read a second
passed an Act which permits trustees, un. time and passed through committee, would
less such a course is expressly forbidden by expect to be able nevertheless to speak upon
their trust, to invest not only in real secu- it when its third reading came on.
Mr. BALFOUR said that, while agree.
rities, but also in certain bank stock, and I
may add that it is a section of that enaot- ing with the general principle ]\fr. Cuthbert
ment that constitutes the main clause of sought to lay down, he would at the same
my Bill. When I introduced the present ti~e point out that the Bill was adopted by'
measure last session, it contained a clause the Council on a former occasion, and that
permitting trustees to deposit trust funds if it was not sent to the Assembly that
at interest in a bank, but, the provision_ evening its chance of passing during tho
• proving very unacceptable to honorable present session would be nil .
The Hon. W. E. HEARN observed that
members, it was struck out, and I am now
quite willing to do without it. I also pro- it was unquestionably the essence of parposed formerly to give my measure a retro- liamentary procedure that things should be
spective effect, but Mr. Cuthbert objected, done in an orderly and regular manner, but
and I gave way on that ground also; conse- a concession or the kind now asked for had
quentlythe Bill stands as the Council passed been frequently granted before, and it apit bst session, its main provision consisting peared as though Mr. Balfour had shown
good cause for it being granted again. The
simply of the following : "When a trustee, executor, or administrator main points to be noted were that the
Council adopted the Bill last session, and
shall not by the instrument creating the trust
be expressly forbidden to invest the trust fund
that not letting it be sent elsewhere that
on real securities in the colony of Victoria, it
night would mean the total loss or tho
shall be lawful for such trustee, executor, or
administrator to invest such trust fund on such
measure for the time being. It would he a
real securities in the colony of Victoria, and he great pity to lose a valuable Bill for the
shall not be liable on that account as for a
sake of asserting a principle which no one
breach of trust, provided that such investment shall in other respects be reasonable and disputed.
proper."
The Hon. R. S. ANDERSON remarked
It will be observed that this does not in that, while it was impossible not to concur
:any way take away the liability of a trustee in the propriety of allowing full time for
to be punished for making a wrong use of deliberation over important measures, it was
the trust funds in 11is hands, but only gives nevertheless not unfrequent for the House,
him leave to invest them in mortgages on in the case of a short Bill respecting which
real property, if his trust does not parti- honorable members appeared to be unanicularly specify that he should not do so. I
mous, and when the session was so near its
am certain that the arrangement I pro- close that time was pressing, to relax its
pose is one which will not only greatly strict rule in the matter. Under these cirrelieve trustees, but also be of much benefit cumstances, he trusted the objection to the
to the beneficiaries for whom they act. It Bill would not be persevered in.
will also be of ad vantage to the colony,
The Hon. P. RUSSELL considered that
for I happen to know of trust funds be- the Bill should be allowed to pass that
ing sent to England because the trustees evening.
!Could do better with them there than here.
The Hon. W. A. ZEAL thought the
I hope honorable members will consent to Bill had no chance of passing into law this
,carry the Bill through all its stages this session unless the Government consented to
,evening.
father it.
The motion was agreed to, and the Bill
Mr. ANDERSON said that he could
-was passed through committee without not take charge of either this Bill 01' the
:amendment.
University of Melbourne Law Further
Mr. BALFOUR asked to be allowed to Amendment Bill, which stood next on the
move the third reading of the Bill.
notice-paper, as a Government measure. At
The Hon. H. CUTHBERT expressed the same time he felt convinced that, unless
the hope that the Bill would -not be furtber they were sent elsewhere t1Utt evening, there
pruceeded> witl. that evening. lIe had no was no hope of either Lecoming law this
hostile feeling towards the measure, but he session.
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Mr. BALFOUR stated that he was informed that Mr. Outhbert would not press
his objection ..
The Bill was then read a third time and
passed.
UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE
LAW FURTHER AMENDMENT
BILL.
The debate on the Hon. R. S. Anderson's
motion for the second reading of this Bill
(adjourned from April 3) was resumed.
The Hon. J. LORIMER.-Mr. President, in moving the adjournment of the
debate last Tuesday evening, it was not
my intention to offer any observations on
the Bill. I only wished that the new
members of the House should have time
in which they could further consider the
measure, and also read over the former debates on the subject. I thought also that
they would do well if they carefully compared the proposals now before us with
those of the University Law Amending
Act we passed in 1881. I may, however,
express regret that it has been deemed
necessary so soon afterwards to ask Parliament for further legislation. Nevertheless,
when a request of that sort comes from so
important a body as the council of the
University-I am told that the measure
represents the views they almost unanimously hold-I think we are bound to pay
the . utmost possible deference to it, and
therefore I will not object to the Bill being
read a second time, although when it is in
committee I shall support the views ex~
pressed by Mr. Ham against the Chancellor
being elected for life. A man unquestionably fit to be Chancellor at the present time
may not be so ten or twelve years hence, and
yet he may be reluctant to resign his position. At the same time, there can be no
doubt that whenever a Chancellor who has
proved his fitness for his post; and whose
faculties are unimpaired, comes up for reelection, he will be re-elected.
The Hon. W. A. ZEAL.-I have been
requested by Mr. Stanbridge, who is prevented from attending the House by indisposition, to ask that the debate should
be adjourned to enable him to take part
in it. He has telegraphed to me to that
effect.
The Hon. R. S. ANDERSON.-Mr.
Stanbridge told me the other day that inasmuch as the council of the U niyersity had
had an opportunity of reconsidering the
Bill, and still held that passing it into law
was essential to the well-being of that
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institution, he would offer no opposition to
the measure.
Mr. ZEAL.-I do not mean to say that
Mr. Stanbridge intends to oppose the Bill,
but that he desires to take part in the debate.
Under those circumstances, I cannot consent
to allow the Bill to advance further than
the second reading to-day.
Mr. ANDERSON.-Then there is an
.
end of it for this session.
The Hon. N. FITZGERALD.-Sir, I
would have thought that a Bill of this kind,
affecting so closely the interests of an institution of which the colony is justly proud,
would have been regarded as of sufficient
importance to justify it being made a Go- •
vernment measure. I understand that, although the measure has been taken charge
of by the Minister of Justice, it is in his
capacity as a private member. When the
Bill was before the House last session, I expressed the opinion that it was defective in
many respects, and that opinion I still retain.
If we are to deal with the University Statute,
we should do so not in piecemeal fashion but
in a broad comprehensive spirit. I feel
sure that if Parliament is to be called upon
to retouch the legislation connected with the
University every year, in consequence of
continual disputes and squabbles, we shall
very soon be tired of the work. Last session
it was represented that it was absolutely
necessary that this Bill should be passed then,
in consequence of the enormous accumulation of business which, it was said, had
positively stopped all the internal machinery
of the University, but I would ask the
Minister of Justice whether it is not the fact
that the whole of that vast accumulation of
business has already disappeared?
Mr. ANDERSON.-Yes, it has all been
pulled up.
Mr. FITZGERALD.-Then the principal reason which was previously urged for
dealing with the University in this piecemeal
fashion no longer exists. The chief objection,
however, which I have to the measure is that
it does not prohibit the professors or lecturers
-the teaching body-of the University from
holding the high executive office of ViceOhancellor. The intention of the Bill is
evidently to make the office of Chancellor a.
purely ornamental position-an office which
will be held by some one of commanding
position, who will not be expected to attend
the University except on "show" daysand to make the Vice-Ohancellor the head
executive officer. But will it not be one of
the duties of that executive officer to have
control over the tcachin~ body-to report, i~
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necessary, to the council any departure on
the part of a professor or lecturer from the
lines of his duty? Is it at all proper, then,
as this Bill proposes, that the office of ViceChancellor should be open to any of the
professors or lecturers, and that, perhaps,
as Vice-Chancellor a professor should have
to report on himself? I think such a proposition is not legislating fairly or in that
large spirit in which University matters
ought to be dealt with. Again, the clause
providing that the council shall elect a
chairman at their business meetings is offering an insult to whoever may fill the offices
of Chancellor and Vice-Chancellor respectively. Moreover it would, if passed, have
. the effect of casting an apple of discord into
the proceedings of the council, and, perhaps,
cause so much time to be wasted at a meeting in disputing who should be chairman
that there would be no time left for the
transaction of business. Then, in the Bill submitted last session the council of the U niversity desired that the Chancellor should
be elected for life, and chosen by the council ; but now they have changed their tactics,
and propose that the Chancellor shall be
elected by the senate, and, I understand, it
is proposed to alter his term of office to five
years. What weight is to be attached to
the proposals of a body who vacillate in this
manner?
Mr. ANDERSON.-Ten years.
Mr. FITZGERALD.-Then the concession is simply one in name, because, considering the age at which a gentleman would
be elected Chancellor, an appointment for ten
years would almost mean an appointment
for life.
Mr. ANDERSON. - Nothing would
please you.
Mr. FITZGERALD.-Nothing will
please me except what I believe to be for
the good of the University. One of the
main points I desire to see engrafted in this
Bill is a provision prohibiting anyone connected with the public schools of the colony
and the professors of the University from
holding a seat in the counci1. Until such
a provision becomes law I believe we can
have neither peace nor quietness in the
council of the University, nor can we have
it supported and backed up by public opinion.
I will not reiterate the reasons I gave for
holding that opinion when the measure was
last before this House, but when the measure
gets into committee I shall consider it my
duty to propose an amendment to give effect
to my views. The only reason I refer to the
D?-atte! It?W is to express my regret that in the
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remarks I made on this subject last session
I should have pointedly alluded to one distinguished gentleman for whom personally
I entertain a very high respect. I did not
mention any name, but the gentleman I
allude to certainly was justified in considering that it was to him I referred. The
evidence which was in my hands, and which
I made no secret about to honorable members, was such as to create an overwhelming
conviction in my mind that the statement
made to me was absolutely established. That
gentleman, subsequently, through the press,
made remarks which were somewhat offensive to myself, and challenged my right as
a member of this House, under the shelter
of privilege, to attack him. I can only say,
on that point, that I want no shelter whenever I descend to attack anyone. I do not
think that, on the particular occasion in
question, I needed the shelter of Parliament
for what I said. The author of the statement
I made was a professor of, the Univerdity,
and a gentleman whom I regard as not less
distinguished either in literature or character
than the gentleman who was referred to. I
placed the most implicit reliance on his
assertion, but, without entering into the
merits of the dispute, I desire to take this
opportunity of saying publicly, as I have
already stated to private individuals, that
nothing was further from my intention than
to offer the slightest offence, under the
shelter of Parliament, to the gentleman at
the head of a public school to whom my
remarks were intended to refer. I have a
high respect for that gentleman, and, unless
I had what I considered overwhelming evidence to illustrate, by his case, the truth of
the opinion I expressed with regard to the
inadvisability of those connected with public
schools holding seats in the University
council, I would not have alluded to him.
What I did say was said without any
thought of reflecting on him personally, but
solely in the discharge of a public duty. I
regret that the Minister of Justice attaches
such importance to proceeding with the
Bill, because I do not consider that it contains one principle which justifies touching
the existing University legislation. If, however, the honorable gentleman, as representing the Government, considers the measure
of such urgency that the House ought to
deal with it, I will not oppose the second
reading.
Mr. ANDERSON.-It is not a Government measure.
Mr. FITZGERALD.-The honorable
gcntlcm[J,g ~anJ?ot d~ve~t himself of the
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authority which a statement coming from
him as a representative of the Government
must have on the House. If he repeats
that in his opinion the Bill demands immediate action in this short session, I think it
will be ou.r duty to read it a second time, but
I regret very much that University matters
cannot be allowed to work out their own
way, and that, whenever a squabble takes
place among those who are intrusted with
the duty or managing that great institution,
one side or the other mnst rush to Parliament
in order to have its own particular idiosyncrasies engrafted in an Act of Parliament.
The Hon. VV. E. HEARN.-Mr. President, I would have thought it unnecessary
to make any remark on this Bill on the
present occasion wer(' it not that there are
a considerable number of honorable members
who were not in the House when the measure
was last before us, and it may not, therefore,
be amiss if I briefly recall the leading circumstances which have led. to the introduction of
the Bill. The Act of 1881 did not attempt
to deal with the offices of Chancellor and
Vice-Chancellor. This Bill, therefore, does
not propose to amend that Act, except in
some formal matters, but it amends the old
Act of 1853, under which the University
was created. It has been found by the
council of the University, by experience, that
the present system of electing the Chancellor
and Vice-Chancellor annually is not a convenient one, and they, therefore, propose that
the system shall be altered. The only
radical change is that the Chancellor shall
be elected not by the council as at present,
but by the senate. That change is in accOl'dance with the practice of the older
universities. Further, it is customary in
the older universities that the Chancellor
should be, to use the term employed by Mr.
Fitzgerald, an "ornamental" officer. The
late Prince Albert was Chancellor of the
University or Cambridge; the former King
of Hanover, when I was a young man, was
Chancellor of the U ni versity of Dublin; and
the Duke of Wellington was for many years
Chancellor or the UniYersity of Oxford.
The Chancellor, in all those great uniyersities, is always a person of high social and
political position, and in our University
it is considered desirable that an opportunity
should be afforded of placing at the head
of the institution a person who would represent it in its external relations, while at
the same time the actual working head of
the U niycrsity should be a member of the
council-that is, that the working head
should in fact be the Vice-Chancellor, as is
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the case at present. No change whatever is
made in the position of the Vice-Chancellor~
save that in place of being elected annually
he is to be elected triennially, or for such
term as the statutes of the University may
hereafter proyide. No additional power is
given to him by this Bill bevrond what he
would otherwise possess, but experience has
shown that it is desirable to separate the
duties of the external head and the person
who is intrusted with the principal administrative functions of the University. The
only other point in the Bill of any consequence is that dealt with in the 4th clause.
At present the Chancellor, or, in his absence.,
the Vice-Chancellor, is chairman of the
council, but it has been found that in certain circumstances it is extremely undesirable
to have a permanent chairman of the council, when, possibly, that chairman and the
council do not altogether agree. Moreover,
honorable members who have any experience
of such matters will recognise that the person who is the actual administrative head or
any body-in fact its executive officer-cannot be conyeniently placed in the chair at its
meetings. For instance, the Premier of any
Goycrnment is never placed in the chair of
the House to which he belongs, and for yery
obvious reasons. He has to be continually
explaining matters, and taking an active part
in the discussion, and it would be extremely
incOllYenient for the chairman to do this.
Mr. FITZGERALD.-Youare&rguing
on the assumption that the Vice-Chancellor
is to be a paid officer.
Dr. HEARN.-What I am pointing out
applies whether he be paid or unpaid.
Whether he performs the duties of executive
head of the University with or without payment, his position is the same. At present
he is merely an honorary officer, but still he
takes the position of working head of the
Uniyersity. I have always thought that
the Vice-Chancellor should be paid, although
I do not think there is much probability that
for some time to come there will be means to
pay him. I consider, however, that it will
be extremely wise to take power, as is proposed in the Bill, to pay the Vice-Chancellor
wheneyer there are funds, in order to obyiate
the necessity for another application to Parliament. At any rate the Vice-Chancellor
is necessarily the working head of the U niYersity, and it is yery inconvenient that the
person who has to explain the whole details
of the business should be in the chair at a
meeting of the council. Howeyer, the Bill
simply enables the council, at a meeting, to
elect any of their mcmbers chairman pro hac
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vice, and there is nothing to prevent them
placing either the Chancellor or the ViceChancellor in the chair whenever they consider it desirable or convenient to do so.
Mr. FIlZGERALD.-There would be
a dispute about the chairmanship at every
meeting.
Dr. HEARN.-There is not the slightest danger of anything of the kind. That
is one of those theoretical difficulties which
are never met in practice. I have seen
plenty of disputes in the council, but I
have never seen one as to who should be
chairman in the absence of the Chancellor
or Vice-Chancellor. The whole object of
the Bill is simply to enable the council and
the senate to do their work. The Chancellor is to be elected, not by the council,
but by the senate-that is, the larger constituency-and he is to hold office for a
certain number of years, which there will be
no difficulty in arranging. If a candidate
for the office of Chancellor is not a member
of the council, the senate may still elect
him, and he will then become an ex officio
member in addition to the twenty members
of the council already existing. The ViceChancellor, as at present, is to be elected
by the council from among its members,
and he will hold office for such term as the
sbttutes of the University may provide;
until it is otherwise provided, the term of
office is to be three years. The object of
the 5th clause is merely to remove doubts,
regarding voting by proxy at meetings of
the senate, which some ingenious gentleman has raised with respect to the provision
in the Act of 1881. I never entertained
the shadow of a doubt on the point myself,
but the clause has been inserted in order to
set the matter at rest. Altogether the Bill
is of considerable importance to the U niversity, and it has been approved of both by
the council and the senate. During the
whole of the past year, in consequence of
the measure being under the consideration
of Parliament, the council have refrained
from electing a Chancellor pending the decision of the Legislature whether that officer
should, as heretofore, be chosen by the
council, or whether he should be elected by
the senate at large. For these reasons I
think it is desirable that the Bill should be
disposed of as soon as possible.
The motion for the second reading of the
Bill was agreed to, and the Bill was then
read a second time.
Mr. ANDERSON moved that the Bill
be now committed.
Mr. ZEAL objected to the motion.
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The PRESIDENT.-If the motion i's
objected to, it cannot be proposed at this
sitting.
Mr. ANDERSON remarked that, if the
forms of the House were to be used to prevent the passage of the Bill, it was quite
evident that it could not become law during
the present session. He would, therefore,
withdraw the Bill with the intention of reintroducing it at the commencement of next
session.
The Bill was then withdrawn.
RAILWAY LOAN ACCOUNT (1881)
APPLICATION BILL.
This Bill was received from the Legislative Assembly, and, on the motion of the
Hon. R. S. ANDERSON, was read a first
and second time, and committed.
On clause 2, authorizing the issue and
application out of the consolidated revenue,
or out of the Railway Loan Account 1881,
of the sum of £350,000 for the purposes
mentioned in the schedule to the Bill,
The Hon. J. LORIMER said he was not
aware that any of the Railway Loan Account
1881 was still unappropriated, and asked the
Minister of Justice if he could inform the
committee how much of it was not appropriated?
Mr. ANDERSON stated that he did not
know the exact sum yet unappropriated,
but, from an investigation which he made
some time ago, he thought the amount was
between £800,000 and £900,000.
The Bill, having been gone through, was
reported without amendment, and was afterwards passed through its remaining stages.
CLOSE OF THE SESSION.
The Hon. R. S. ANDERSON moved
that the House, at its rising, adjourn until
the following Thursday.
The Hon. J. LORIMER asked if the
Minister of Justice could give an assurance
that there would be any business to bring
before the House on Thursday? He thought
the feeling of honorable members was that
they would rather have one long sitting than
two or three short ones, and, therefore, it
would probably be well to adjourn until that
day week. That, at all events, would be
far more convenient for honorable members
living in the country.
Mr. ANDERSON remarked that he believed there would be business for the consideration of honorable members on Thursday. If the House did not meet until the
following Tuesday, he might have to ask
that certain Bills shoUld be passed through
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all their stages on that day, and some honorable members would probably object to
that course.
The Hon. P. RUSSELL expressed the
hope that in future no Bills would be passed
through all their stages in the same way
thatthe Railway Loan Account Application
Bill had just been passed.
The Hon. N. FITZGERALD said he
was glad to observe a disposition on the
part of the House to prevent, in future, the
standing orders being suspended for the
purpose of rushing Bills through all their
stages at one sitting. Honorable members
had reason to regret that they had sanctioned that practice too frequently in the
past.
The Hon. W. A. ZEAL stated that the
Council had the right to take sufficient
time to properly consider every Bill which
came before it. It was notorious, however,
that honorable members had been repeatedly
asked to set aside the forms of the House,
and had consented to do so, in order that
financial measures of great importance might
be passed through all their stages at one
sitting. In future, if no other member did
so, he, at all events, would object to any
Bills being rushed through in one evening.
(Mr. Fitzgerald-" And especially Money
Bills.") Honorable members had been told
that large sums of money had been, he
would not say misapplied, but dedicated to
purposes which were not in accordance with
the intentions of either the Council or the
other branch of the Legislature. That had
arisen owing to the irregular practice which
had crept in of the Conncil passing Money
Bills without having the opportunity of
really scanning their provisions. It was
due from th9 Council to the country that
all the measures which came before it should
receive proper consideration, and he repeated
that after this session, if no other member
did so, he would object to a Bill being
passed through all its stages in one night,
except under very special circumstances.
The Hon. J. BUCHANAN considered
that it would be unfair to country members
to adjourn until Thursday, if the business
to be brought before the House could be
properly dealt with without meeting until
the following Tuesday. The proposal of
the Minister of Justice, if carried, would
compel country members to remain in town
a whole week on the mere chance of there
being some measure to bring before the
House on Thursday. He thought that all
that was necessary would be secured if the
Billsto be brought from the other House were
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printed and sent to honorable members before Tuesday next, so that when the House
met on that day honorable members would
have made themselves acquainted with the
provisions of the measures and be in a
position to deal with them. He might remark that the Bill which had just been
passed had been rushed through all its
stages without honorable members being
afforded any information as to the objects of
the measure.
Mr. ANDERSON said he was rather
surprised at some of the observations which
had fallen from honorable members. Hitherto it had been the custom for the House to
arrange to sit when there was likely to be
anything for it to do. He was given to understand that there would be business to
come before it on Thursday, though he could
not state definitely what the business would
be, and it was possible that circumstances
might occur to prevent any being brought
forward. Indeed, honorable members who
had had experience knew that in parliamentary matters the unforeseen very frequently happened. It was possible, however, that the Appropriation Bill might
be ready by Thursday. It was expected
that the prorogation would take place on
the following Tuesday or Wednesday, but,
before the prorogation, it would be necessary to pass, in addition to the Appropriation Bill, a Bill to continue various expiring
laws. Judging from an experience extending over 17 or 18 years, he thought that it
would be better for the House to meet on
Thursday in the expectation that there
would be business to lay before it on that
day. He would do all he could to render
the labours of country members as light and
as convenient to themselves as possible,
but the Council had never yet objected to
meet on a Thursday at the end of the session
when it was anticipated that there would
be business of importance to bring before it
on that day. As to the complaint that he
had not given the House any information
about the Bill which had just been passed,
he could only say that there was none to give
beyond what was contained on the face of
the measure itself, namely, that it was a
Bill authorizing an advance of £350,000
out of the consolidated revenue, or out of
the Railway Loan Account 1881, for the
purposes set forth in the schedule, and providing that any of the said money advanced
out of the consolidated revenue should be
recouped from the loan.
Mr. FITZGEHALD inquired whether
the Expiring Laws Continuation Bill would
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provide for the continuance of the Act for
the payment of members of the Legislative
Assembly?
Mr. ANDERSON replied that he believed
there was to be a Bill to continue the Payment of Members Act, but it was a measure
with which he had no connexion, and he
really did not know anything about it.
The motion was then agreed to.
The House adjourned at twenty-four
minutes past six o'clock, until Thursday,
April 12.
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The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past
four o'clock p.m.
PETITIONS.
A petition was presented by Mr. GILLIES,
from the Melbourne Tramway and Omnibus
Company, praying the House to suspend
the standing orders relating to private Bills
so far as to allow the company's Bill to be
placed in the same position that it was in
prior to the termination of the las t session
of Parliament, and to relieve them from the
payment of any fees payable prior to the
consideration of the report of the select
committee.
PUBLIC PAYMENTS.
Mr. WRIXON asked the Treasurer
whether it was the fact that, previous to the
late dissolution, the money available under the
then last Supply Bill was, at the instance of
Ministers, drawn in a lump sum, under the
Governor's warrant, outof the public account,
and plnced in several accounts out of the
control of the Audit Commissioners, and
under the control of the Ministers of the
various departments; if so, what was the
~mount certified by the Commissioners in
such warrant to be "legally available"; and,

Educatz'on Commz'ssz'on.

141

also, if he would lay a copy or the warrant
on the table of the House? All that the
public knew (said the honorable member) was
that, after the late dissolution, the payment
of money to the public creditors went on,
apparently by acquittances of the Audit
Commissioners, exactly as if there had been
an Appropriation Act in existence. If that
-could be done, an Appropriation Act could
be regarded only as a mere form and the
Audit Act as useless. What he particularly
wanted to ascertain was whether or not the
Audit Commissioners gave in February,
after the dissolution, acquittances to the
Treasurer in the ordinary form to the effect
that the money spent during that month
had been spent for the purposes for which
it was legally available? If so, they must
have given them on the ground that a
Supply Bill was the same as an Appropriation Bill.
Mr. SERVICE stated that the answer
which he had received from the UnderTreasurer was" No "-that there had been
no such transaction.
Mr. BURROWES said he thought the
House was entitled to some explanation
from the honorable member for Portland of
his reason for putting the questions. (Mr.
McIntyre-" Never mind; the answer is
entirely satisfactory.") The object of the
questions seemed to be to throw discredit
on the late Government, and therefore the
honorable member ought to give a little more
information as to why he placed them on
~he notice-paper.
EMPLOYES IN SHOPS
COMMISSION.
Mr. GA:RDINER asked the Premier if
he would extend the powers of the Employes in Shops Commission in the direction expressed by the chairman of the
commission, Major Smith?
Mr. SERVICE said he had not yet been
able to ascertain whether the commission
had really made any recommendation, but
perhaps the honorable member for Carlton
could furnish him with the necessary information. If not, he would make further
inquiries into the matter.
Mr. GARDINER remarked that the
recommendation to which he referred was
embodied in a report from the commission.
He would renew the question on the following Tuesday.
EDUCATION COMMISSION.
Mr. WRIXON asked the Minister of
Public Instruction if he would inform the
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House when the Education Commission
were likely to make their final report?
Mr. SERVIOE said that, in answer to
the question, he would read a couple of
letters. One of them was a.ddressed by his
direction to Mr. J. Warrington Rogers, the
chairman of the commission, and was as
"follows : -

as the short cut to connect the river Yarra
with the Bay?
lVIr. TUOKER said he had called upon
the Surveyor-General to supply him with a
plan showing the width of the proposed short
cut to the Bay, and he had given instructions
for the temporary reservation of the land
through which the survey passed.

"Education Office, 81st March, 1883.
"Sir,-I am directed by the honorable the
Minister of Public Instruction to inform you
that he will be glad to have an interview with
you at your convenience, if you will be kind
enough to let him know when that will be.
"Yours, &c.,

TEA.
Mr. MIRAMS asked the Minister of
Oustoms if he had any objection to lay on
the table of the House all the papers and
correspondence in connexion with the challenged teas imported by Messrs. Olifford,
Love, and Co. Z
Mr. LANGRIDGE stated that he had
no objection to the production of -the documents.
CLOSED ROADS.
Mr. BOWMAN asked the Minister of
Lands if it was his intention to take any
.action with reference to th~ report of the
Closed Roads Commission, of whic4 he (Mr.
Tucker) was the chairman? It was very
important that legislation should be introduced on the subject of closed roads, and
:he hoped that the Government would see
their way to deal with the matter.
Mr. TUCKER replied that it was the
intention of the Government to deal with
the question of closed roads in the amend ..
ing Local Government Bill which would be
introduced next session.

"G.

WILSON BROWN."

The other was the following reply : . " Royal Commission on Education,
" 31st March, 1883.
« Sir,-I am directed by the chairman of the
Royal Commission on Education to acknowledge
your letter to him of this date written by direction of the honorable the Minister of Public
Instruction, and to state that if the Minister
of Public Instruction will do him the honour to
communicate in writing the substance of the
matters upon which the Minister has expressed
the desire of a personal interview with him, the
communication will be laid by him before the
commission for its immediate consideration.
This course the chairman trusts will not be
deemed discourteous to the Minister, but it
appears to the chairman of the commission to be
more consistent with the proper discharge of the
duties committed by the Crown to the commission than a personal interview between the
Minister of Public Instruction and the chairman of the commission would be, as proposed
by the Minister.
"I have, &c.,
" A. GRANT McINTYRE, Secretary."

He might further state that, almost as soon
as he entered office, he was desirous of having a little pleasant and friendly chat with
the chairman of the commission (whom, by
the way, he had not the honour of knowing
personally at all) with the view of ascertaining what progress the commission had
made, how long it would probably be before
they presented their final report, what portions of the inquiry had yet to be entered
upon, and half-a-dozen of those things on
which information might be obtained in five
minutes by a personal interview, and thus
avoid any necessity for a long correspondence. Since receiving the reply which he
had read he had learned that the commission were about to bring up a report, and
until that report was received he did not
think it desirable to enter into any further
correspondence with the chairm(\.n.
THE YARRA AND HOBSON'S BAY.
Mr. RICHARDSON asked the Minister
of Lands if he would reserve from sale and
occupation a strip of land on the line known

CODIFICATION.
Mr. SHIELS (in the absence of Dr.
QUICK) asked the Attorney-General what
progress had been made with the work of
codifying the statute law of the colony in
accordance with the provision made on the
Estimates?
Mr. KERFERD said that a codification,
n:ot only of the statute law, but also of the
common law, was being proceeded with. It
was a work which required great care, and
sufficient progress had not yet been made
with it to enable the result to be submitted
to Parliament in the form of a Bill. The
work, however, was going on steadily and
progressi vely.
MELBOURNE HARBOUR TRUST
ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
Mr. SERVICE gave notice that next
day he would move for leave to introduce a
Bill to amend the Harbour Trust Act
1876. He said that he desired to adopt the
unusual course of making a short explanation at this stage. At present the Harbour
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Trust had power to borrow £500,000, but
they could only do so by giving security on
the deeds of their property. They had already been compelled to borrow to a considerable extent from banks in Melbourne,
and were paying a very high rate of interest-something like 8 per cent. What
they now desired was to obtain power from
Parliament to raise money upon debentures,
in which case they would go to the London
market, where they could obtain money at
.a very much cheaper rate. By this means
they would save the funds of the corporation, and introduce English capital into the
colony, instead of borrowing colonial capital,
and they would be able to employ a very
large number of men during the ensuing
winter in carrying out the works which they
proposed to undertake. The Bill which he
wished to introduce would not in any way
increase the amount that the commissioners
were now entitled to borrow, and would not
alter their Act in a.ny way whatever, except
in enabling them to raise the money on debentures. He made this short explanation
because he desired honorable members to
treat the Bill as a measure of urgency, and
pass it through all its stages as quickly as
possible. Unless they agreed to do so, it
would be impossible for the measure to
become law this session.
VOLUNTEER FORCE.
Mr. W. M. OLARK asked the Treasurer if he would place a sum on' the Estimates to recoup the Railway department
for carrying volunteers· in uniform for drill
purposes or rifle practice?
Mr. SERVICE said there was a sum of
£2,000 on the Estimates for the present
year for transport purposes. He presumed
that money was intended to meet a portion,
at all events, of the expenses referred to by
the honorable member. The honorable
member, however, appeared to desire that
the present practice should be extended by
allowing volunteers to travel free by railway
whenever they were in uniform.
Mr. W. M. CLARK stated that he desired simply a return to the old practice
which prevailed up to the time when" commercial principles" were imported into the
Railway department, so that volunteers, if
in uniform, could travel free by railway
whenever they wanted to do so in order to
attend drill or rifle practice.
Mr. SEHVIOE said he proposed to deal
with the matter during the recess, in connexion :with the question of the defences
generally.
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RAiL WAY LOAN ACCOUNT (1881)
APPLICATION BILL.
Mr. GILLIES presented a message from
His Excellency the Governor, recommending that an appropriation be made out of
the consolidated revenue for the purposes
of a Bill to apply temporarily out of the
consolidated revenue, or out of the Railway
Loan Account 1881, certain sums of money
for permanent-way material, rolling-stock,
and other works.
.
The message was ordered to be taken
into consideration at a later period of the
evening.
Mr. GILLIES moved for leave to introduce a Bill to apply temporarily out of the
consolidated revenue, or out of the Railway
Loan Account 1881, certain sums of money
for permanent-way material, rolling-stock,
and other works. He stated that it was
necessary to remit to the Agent-General
by the outgoing mail a considerable sum of
money to meet liabilities incurred in London
for railway material.
Mr. DEAKIN seconded the motion,
which was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read a
first time.
BUSINESS OF THE SESSION.
On the order of the day for the House to
go into Oommittee of Supply,
Mr. McINTYRE said that, the previous
Tuesday, the Premier stated that it was the
intention of the Government to make the
present session a very short one-that in
all probability it would not last more than
a month. An announcement had recently
appeared in the newspapers to the effect that
it was contemplated to bring the session
to a close by the 19th inst. He hoped,
however, that the Government would keep
honorable members in session until the end
of the month. From the progress which had
been made with the Estimates, itwas evident
that they would be almost entirely disposed
of that night, but the remainder of the
month might be very profitably devoted to
practical legislation on various important
subjects. The Premier, it was true, had
given notice of his intention to bring in a.
Bill to amend the Melbourne Harbour Trust
Act, but, from what the honorable gentleman had said on the subject, he contemplated
submitting only a portion of the measure
which the trust desired to be passed, namely,
that part about which there was not likely
to be any dispute. He (Mr. McIntyre)
thought that the whole Bill ought to be introduced, as there w~s no l'eason why it
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should not be disposed of in a very short
time. It was a national measure, and the
public wished to see it passed into law at
the earliest possible moment. The mallee
country was another important matter
urgently requiring legislation. That might
be dealt with before the session terminated.
The extension of waterworks in country districts should also be taken up, and a Mining
on Private Property Bill introduced. The
Mining Shares Forfeiture Bill should likewise
be proceeded with, and the report of the Tariff
Commission with reference to the stock tax
ought to bE) dealt with without further delay.
He hoped that this extraordinary coalition
Government would deal with some of these
matters before going into recess. If they
had promised anything it was practical work,
and he trusted that they would fulfil their
promise by giving honorable members a
month's work before the session closed. He
was sure that honorable members would be
glad to assist them in passing some of the
measures which he had indicated.
Major SMITH said the honorable member for Maldon had sketched a programme
of business which was sufficient to occupy
not only the present short session but also
the next session. It was quite evident that
the honorable member's desire was to obstruct the Government rather than promote
the despatch of business. The honorable
member had thought proper to assume the
role of a lecturer of the Government, but
what justification had he for so doing? The
honorable member had never been associated
with any piece of progressive legislationhis name was not connected with a single
measure on the statute-book-and he had
invariably been a breaker down but never a
builder up of Governments. The honorable
member's merits were well known.' After
living a quarter of a century in a place called
'Sandhurst, he was returned to Parliament
for that constituency, but a very short trial
satisfied the electors, and they took an early
opportunity of rejecting him. When the
late Government was formed it was reported
that he would oppose it, but after a certain
appointment was made nothing was heard
of his opposition. He then became one of
the weakest of apologists for that Government. When the honorable member was
out in the cold, and looking for a seat, the
present Premier-who, whatever differences
of opinion there might be about him, was
a man of acknowledged ability-took him
by the hand and placed him in his'
seat for Maldon, which he had then just
vacated. (Mr. Mclntyre-" He did not; he
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had no power to do it.") The honorable
member would not have another walk-over
for MaMon. (Mr. McIntyre-" You can
try your best.") Ballarat was satisfied with
him (Major Smith), and he was perfectly
content with his own constituency. He was
a member of the House for 15 years before
the honorable member for Maldon ever saw
the inside of the Chamber. 'rhe country
had never received any beneficial services
from the honorable member. The honorable member's name was not known in connexion with any useful legislative work, and
he had shirked his public duties in every
direction. The Government should treat
with the utmost indifference everything that
was said by the honorable member. The
present Ministry had been formed as the
outcome of the last general election, and in
accordance with the desire of the country
that there should be a strong Government
to carryon practical legislation, and it was
the bounden duty of the House to give them
a fair, honest, and impartial support. He
(Major Smith) would do his utmost to
assist them in passing legislation of a
practical and beneficial character. The Go·.
vernment were now simply winding-up the
business of their predecessors, and they had
a right to receive every consideration, and
to be allowed to close the session as they
proposed, in order that they might have time
to prepare the Bills which they intended to
submit. Next session, when they brought
down their own programme, would be the
proper time to criticise them. From the
undoubted ability of some of the members
of the Government, and the long legislative
experience which they had had, the House
would be entitled to expect that ~ext session
they would introduce well-matured and carefully-prepared Bills-not measures thrown
down on the table in a slipshod fashion, as
had lately been the case. As to the large
number of appointments and promotions
made by the late Government, he believed
that many of them were unnecessary, and
he thought that the House had a right to be
supplied with a list of them before the Estimates were disposed of, so that honorable
members might form their own opinion about
them. Having, when before theirconstituents,
condemned the wholesale character of the
promotions and appointments, they certainly
ought not to allow the Estimates to pass with.
out obtaining full information on the subject.
He considered honorable members had a.
right to know what the increases were, who
benefited by them, and whether t~ey were
necessary, in order that when they wer~
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called upon to discuss the reductions contemplated by the Government they would
be able to form an opinion as to the merits
of those reductions-whether they were fair
and went far enough. Certainly the Government would find in him a staunch supporter of reductions. Although his attitude
toward the Government might be dictated
by a desire to
"Be to their faults a little blind,
And to their virtues very kind,"

he intended to judge them, as every Government should be judged, on their merits.
He had no doubt that, strong as they were,
and with the opportunity which they would
have of maturing measures, Bills of an impOl·tant and useful character would be submitted by them when Parliament re-assembled. As to the laying aside of " burning"
questions, he was inclined to think that one
or two items in the Ministerial programme
would be found moderately warm when they
came to be discussed on the floor of the
Assembly. In conclusion, he trusted that
both parties would assist the Government to
close the present session as early as possible,
leaving them·to submit, at the commencement of the next session, the measures by'
which they would be prepared to stand or
fall.
Mr. BURROWES said he concurred
with the llOnorable member for Ballarat
West (Major Smith) that it was very desirable that the business of the country should
be proceeded with. So far as he and his
late colleagues were concerned, they were
desirous that every facility should be given
to the Government for carrying through the
work of the session. At the same time he
must express his surprise that, after the great
outcry raised about the extravagance and
general rascality of the late Government,
the Estimates prepared by that Government
for several departments of the State should
haye passed the Committee of Supply, the
other night, without any discussion, and
without one iota of alteration. It was
strange how men would get up at public
meetings and make statements which they
dare not attempt to vindicate in Parliament.
He had expected better things of the leading
members of the present Ministry. He had
always thought the Premier was a man who
took the greatest care, before he indulged
in sweeping assertions, to ascertain that
those assertions could be supported by facts.
He was surprised at the furious attack made
by the honorable member for Ballarat West,
on this occasion, on the honorable member
for Maldon. He had known the honorable
SBs.1883.-1\I
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member for Maldon thirty years, and he
could assert that no one was held in higher
esteem in Sandhurst than that honorable
member. Certainly the knowledge which
the honorable member for Ballarat West
had of the honorable member for Maldon,
from visiting Sandhurst and co-operating
with him in m.easures for the general good
of the two cities-Ballarat and Sandhurst
-must be very different from what he had
now given expression to. All that the honorable member for Maldon had asked was
that measures which the country had been
asking for for years, measures which the late
Government had been anxious to press forward, should be submitted and dealt with now
that there was in power a Ministry that had a
following strong enough to enable them to
carry any measure no matter what its character
might be. It might here be remarked that,
with the exception of the one item of the
abolition of political patronage, the whole of
the measures embraced in the programme
put forward by the present Ministry during
their recent electioneering campaign were
the property of the late Government. In
fact, to repeat what had been said already,
the present occupants of the Treasury bench
had appropriated the clothes of their predecessors.
Mr. BOWMAN considered that it illbecame the honorable member for Ballarat
vVest (Major Smith) to lecture the honorable
member for Maldon, who, certainly, could
boast a more consistent political career than
his assailant, the latter gentleman having
commenced political life as a leadmg officer
of a free-trade association, and being now
a full-blown protectionist. No doubt the
Premier was highly satisfied with the character given him by the honorable member
for Ballarat vVest. He (Mr. Bowman),
although he had been a member of the
House for nearly eighteen years, knew little
of the Premier's ability, and he was anxiously waiting to see the kind of work which
the honorable gentleman would attempt.
However, he could assure the Government
that, if their measures were right, he would
support them as far as in him lay. At the
same time he must protest against honor.
able members being called together for only
three or four evenings, and the Estimates
being hurried through in a one-sided manner
in order that the Government might go into
recess. All the measures mentioned by the
honorable member for Maldou were desired
by the country, and there was no reason why
some of them should not receive the attentio~l
of Parliament before the present session
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closed. One of them was a measure in
which his (Mr. Bowman's) constituency was
deeply interested. There was in existence
already a Water Conserva.tion Act, but
it needed amendment, as most laws did
after they had been a little time in operation, and he would be glad to see an
amending Bill introduced and carried into
law before Parliament went into recess.
Another question which called for prompt
legislation was the question of closed roads.
There were, in his district, roads which ought
not to be opened, because, if opened, they
would be vexatious to the travelling public,
,while there were other roads the opening of
which was absolutely necessary for the general convenience. Wit,h business of this kind
awaiting cQl1sideration, he must enter his
protest against Parliament being prorogued
at an early day.
Mr. LAURENS remarked that for many
years he had been anxious to see the :Melbourne Harbour Trust placed in a position
to be able to carry out the purposes for
which it was created, and therefore he felt
much gratified at the intimation that the
Government were about to introduce a short
Bill which, to some extent, would accomplish that object. Of course the Government could not be expected in this short
session to grapple with the Bill which was
before a previous Parliament. He felt inclined to compliment the honorable member
for Maldon on his new-born zeal in that
Bill. For twenty months the honorable
member zealously supported a Ministry that
~ade it a point, in their declaration to the
country when they took office, that they
were going to make that Bill a Government
measure: but he never taunted them for not
bringing' the measure before Parliament.
Yet the honorable member, although he said
he did not believe in a coalition Government, now contended that the present
Ministry were able and ought to pass the
measure in two weeks. What strange inconsistency I How could the honorable
member expect a coalition Government to
do in two weeks what the late Government
could not accomplish in twenty months?
It was well known that it would be a work
of more than two months to pass the comprehensive measure called the Harbour
Trust Act Amendment Bill which was
before the House two or three sessions ago.
He hoped, as he believed, the House would
respond to the invitation of the Government to pass a Bill to enable the Harbour
Trust to borrow money at a cheap rate-to
borrow on better terms than it could borrow
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at present -whereby it would be able to
carry out the objects for which it was first
created.
Mr. C. YOUNG observed that the honorable member for North Melbourne (Mr.
Laurens) ought to know how it was that the
late Government were not able to make progress with the Harbour Trust Bill and other
important measures. The Minister of Railways was reported some time ago to have
said that he knew of no mibal to put out the
late Government; but, at n public dinner,
the previous evening, the Chief Secretary
referred to the late honorable member for
Rodney (Mr. Fraser) as the father of the
present coalition Government-as having
worked vigorously last session to bring about
~ the present state of things. It was that caballing, which was patent to him (Mr. Young)
at the timp., that prevented useful legislation.
He sympathized with the honorable member
for Ballarat West (Major Smith) in his present position, and trusted that his eff.orts on
behalf of the Minjstry would be rewarded,
if not before the close of this session, at all
events during the recess, by an appointment
to a position which several public prints had
suggested for him, and which, certainly, he
was well qualified to fill. At the same time,
the zeal of the honorable member to make
his debut in that character ought not to lead
him to seek to cast discredit on the constituency of Maldon, as he certainly did when
he suggested that the honorable member for
Maldon was placed in his present position by
the Premier. This was as much as to insinuate that Maldon was no better than a "rotten
borough." A greater insult could not be
cast upon a constituency. He (Mr. Young)
would treat such an insinuation with scorn.
The electors of Maldon were perfectly independent of the Premier and everybody else,
and would return whom they chose. But,
as a matter of fact, Mr. McIntyre was
not the man that the Premier desired to
succeed him in the representation of Maldon.
The gentleman whom the Premier desired to
see elected was' the present member for Boroondara. But Mr. McIntyre obtained the
,seat in spite of the Premier. (Mr. Service
-" I did not oppose Mr. McIntyre.") He
hoped the session would not close without
the passing of a Bill to amend the Water
Conservation Act. There was a general
consensus of opinion as to the necessity for
an amendment, and he believed it would not
take more than about an hour to pass the
measure through. Some little difficulty had
been experienced by the Maryborough and
other water trusts in entering upon land .for
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pipe laying. Some owners of land were
willing for their property to be entered
upon, and pipes laid, and to wait for their
compensation. Otller owners obstructively
refused to allow anything to be done unless
the water trusts purchased the fee-simple
of the land. To meet this difficulty, it
was necessary to create a less estate than
fee-simple in land where it was necessary to
lay pipes for water supply purposes. He
desired to impress upon the Premier, in the
absence of the Minister of 'Vater Supply,
the necessity for legislation, tllis session, in
the direction which he had indicated.
The House then went into Committee of
Supply pl' a forma.
RAILWAY LOAN ACCOUNT (188~)
APPLICATION BILL.
The Honse, having resumed, went into
committee to consider the Governor's message with reference to this Bill.
Mr. GILLIES moved" That it is expedient that an appropriation be
made out of the consolidated revenue for the
purposes of a Bill to apply temporarily out of
the consolidated revenue, or out of the Rail way
Loan Account 1881, certain sums of money
for permanent-way material, rolling-stock, and
other works."

The resolution was agreed to, and was
reported to the House, and adopted.
The Railway Loan Account Application
Bill was then read a second time, and
committed.
Discussion took place on clause 2, which
was as follows : "Out of the consolidated revenue, or out of
the Railway Loan Account 1881, there shall and
may be issued and applied for the purposes set
forth in the schedule to this Act any sum or
sums of money not exceeding in the whole
£350,000, and all sums of money so issued alld
applied out of the consolidated revenue shall be
refunded and paid back into the said revenue
from the Railway Loan Account 1881, out of the
sum of £2,732,055 appropriated by the 2nd
schedule of the Hailway Loan Act 1881, for
the construction of railways and works connected therewith (including rolling-stock) already authorized by Parliament, or of such
other railways and works connected therewith
(including rolling-stock) as Parliament may by
any Act direct, and for the repaying into the
consolidated revenue, or the Railway Loan Account 1878, any sums advanced therefrom, expended and to be expended on any such railways or works connected therewith (including
rolling-stock) ."

Mr. GILLIES observed that the Public
Works Temporary Advances Act, which
was passed early in March, made £100,000
available for rolling .. stock and permanentway material, and that sum had since been
absorbed. At the time the measure passed,
there were claims in the Treasury to the
n12
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amount of £30,000 and upwards, and'in the
Agent-General's office to the amount of
£50,000 and upwards; and, to meet the
latter, the Agent-General had been instructed to anticipate the passing of the
Act by obtaining an advance of £50,000
from the London and 'Vestminster Bank,
which advance had to be recouped. In order
that persons should not be making claims
at the Agent-General's office without a farthing being there to meet them, it was
necessary to remit, by the outgoing mail, a
sum of £68,000; and by the next mail a
sum of £150,000; and during the following three months remittances averaging upwards of £25,000 per month wO\lld also
have to be made. Under these circumstances,the Government asked that£330,000
for rolling-stock and rails should be plttced
at their disposal; and the Bill also provided that they should have at command
£15,000 fur surveys and £5,000 for workshops. Under the Act No. 729, a sum of
£10,000 was made available for permanent
surveys, but that sum and more had been
absorbed. The surveys were in connexioll
with lines which no doubt would ultimately
be authorized by Parliament-such, for example, as the line from Dimboola to the
South Australian border. In many cases,
a large proportion of the work had been
done, but he did not want the survey parties
disbanded until the work was completed,
becaude it would be done more cheaply than
if it were interrupted by the disbanding of
the survey parties, and resumed at a future
day. Moreover, it should be recollected
that there was great risk of getting survey
parties, once disbanded, together agaiu.
Under these circums.tances, he asked that
£15,000 should be placed at his disposal;
in order to complete surveys commenced
some time ago, a considerable portion of the
work connected with which had already
been finished. Then, again, the Act No.
729 made available the sum of £5,000 for
the erection of workshops near the Junction.
That was the estimated cost, but, in this
case as in many others, the cost had exceeded the estimate by £2,000, and probably
some additions would have to be made which
would bring the entire cost up to £10,000.
Therefore, he asked now for an additional
£5,000. Of course, if the money was not
required, it would not be expended. In this
way, the total of £350,000 asked for by the
Bill was made up.
Mr. MIRAMS said he was sure the ,committee would agree to the Bill for the reasons
. assigned by, the Minister of Rail ways.
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Liabilities were incurred by the late Government, both in London and in the colony, for
the supply of rolling-stock and rails, and
those liabilities must be met as they fell due;
snd, as he understood, owing to the Railway Construction Bill having fallen through
in consequence of the dissolution of Parliament, it was only by passing this Bill that
the money necessary to IDeet the liabilities
could be made available. However~ as the
clause stated that the money was to be
applied" out of the consolidated revenue or
out of the Railway Loan Account 1881,"
he would like to know how much money stood
at present to the credit of the consolidated
revenue?
Mr. WALKER presumed that the whole
£850,000 would ultimately come out of the
loan.
Mr. GILLIES explained that the Bill
was in the ordinary form. All such measures provided an alternative. Colonial
accounts were coming in month by month,
but the money recently raised by loan was not
yet available in the colony. To meet that
difficulty, the Treasurer would be enabled,
under the Bill, to advance £20,000 or
£30,000 from the consolidated revenue to
meet claims as they fell due.
Mr. MIRAMS observed that he gathered
from the remarks of the Treasurer that there
was money in the consolidated revenue to
satisfy claims which could not be met at
present out of the loan, because the loan
IDoneys were not yet available here. (Mr.
Gillies-" A sJ)laU amount.") But he did
not consider £350,000 a small amount.
(Mr. Gillies-" That is not for this colony
only. ") Would the Treasurer explain how
he was going to send money to England if it
was not available here already? yVhat, when
the House had passed the present Bill, would
be the sum total of the amounts appropriated
for permanent-way plant and rolling-stock?
Mr. GILLIES replied that £225,000
was appropriated under the Acts Nos. 701
and' 729, and £100,000 under the Act
passed this session. If the honorable member
would add these amounts to the £330,000
mentioned in the schedule to the Bill, his
question would be answered.
Mr. C. YOUNG said he understood the
Minister of Railways to say that it was
intended to remit money to England by the
outgoing mail. Would the money be taken
out of the consolidated revenue? (Mr.
Gillies-" No.") Where then would it come
from?
Mr. SERVICE stated that he had hoped
to be able to announce that evening that he
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had made a special arrangement with the
banks with respect to the amount, but, inasmuch as he had not yet received a final
answer from them on the subject, he could
only say, for the present, that he believed
he had provided sufficiently for every pay.
ment under the Bill, whether in London or
Victoria.
Mr. C. YOUNG inquired why the money
now available in London under the loan
could not be used there?
Mr. SERVICE observed that the loan
money ,vas not available in London.
Mr. C. YOUNG remarked that, when
the Minister of Railways stated that the
money was not available here, he left it to
be inferred that it was available at home.
Why should funds be sent to England, at
the cost of the State, if there was money
"
there already?
Mr. GILLIES said the loan money was'
not now available in London, but it would
become so under the arrangement the Trea.
surer was making. (Mr. Burrowes-" Then
he will not actually send money to London?")
No; he would not do so. Letters would go
from the Railway department to the Trea.
sury authorizing the payment of certain
amounts, and stating how the money was
to be obtained, and the Treasurer would
despatch ad vices which would be deemed to
be remittances.
Mr. McINTYRE asked wllat was tho
object of the Bill if the loan money in
London could be intercepted in the way just
described?
Mr. GILLIE S statcd that not a farthing
of the loan money either here or in London
could be dealt with without the authority
of an Act of Parliament. It was for
authority of that kind Government were
now asking.
Mr. McINTYRE inquired if he was to
understand that passing the Bill would pro·
vide money for the contracts entered into
by the late Minister of Railways-that, for
instance, the payment-sto be made in England
were part and parcel of the price of the new
property to be obtained by the Railway
department?
Mr. GILLIES replied in the affirmative.
Mr. WALKER asked if he rightly understood that the Bill was intended to
authorize payments for which there would
have been legal authority already had the
Railway Construction Bill of last session
become law?
Mr. GILLIES intimated that the honorable membel"s assumption was correct in
the main.
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Mr. LA URENS inquired if, had the
Railway Construction Bill become law, the
present Bill would have been called for?
Mr. GILLIES stated that in that case
it would not have been necessary to pass a
measure like the present Bill.
Mr. GARDINER said he noticed that
the Bill would provide £15,000 for surveys,
and he desired to know whether several railway survey parties were not out at the present time, and, if they were, what routes
they were engaged upon?
Mr. GILLIES remarked that he was
unable to give the information at that moment, but he would be provided with it
upon another occaElion. He believed that
there were eight railway survey parties now
out.
Mr. GARDINER inquired whether the
money now asked for would be sufficient 'to
finish the surveys?
Mr. GILLIES said he llOped it would.
He might mention that he had ordered no
new surveys, and that those now going on
were so far advanced that it was most
undesirable that they should be stopped.
Mr. MIRAMS observed that clause 14
of the agreement entered into by the late
Government with the ten contracting banks
was as follows : -
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complete answer to the honorable member
for Collingwood's insinuation.
Mr. ZOX expressed the opinion that the
Government were perfectly justified in the
step they were now taking, and that honorable members ought to throw no obstacle in
its way unless they desired to jeopardize the
commercial credit of the colony.
Mr. W. M. CLARK asked ifthe £5,000
for workshops was for' the shops already
erected at Newport, or for an extension of
them?
Mr. GILLIES replied that the money
was wanted for the purpose of paying for
work already done.
Mr. C. YOUNG remarked that it still
appeared to him most extraordinary that,
with the loan money now in London, monoy
had to be remitted to London, and 811
expensive arrangement made on the subject
with the banks.
Mr. SERVICE said he was sorry he
had not rendered himself more explicit. As
for the arrangement with the banks, it
would be extremely unwise, seeing that
alternative proposals had been made, for
him to explain on the present occasion the
exact nature of the transaction. He might,
however, inform the honorable member that
the £2,000,000 of the loan money in London
added to tho furtller amount to be raised by
"Drafts in London, at sixty days' sight, to be
loan this year would only just cover the
purchased from the contracting banks by the
Government for all purposes connected with the
amount due there in October on account of
loan, or in connexion with the Conversion Loan
debentures.
(Mr. C. Y oung-"October is
Act, to be hereafter passed by Parliament at
six months hence.") The honorable member
the han ks' selling rate of exchange to the public,
together with any stamp duty that may be immight rest sat.isfied that the question of exposed by the Legislature of Victoria."
.
change, &c., had been fully considered, and
Where would the cash to pay for these drafts that Ministers had every reason to expect
that their bargain with the banks would
come from?
Mr. GILLIES stated that the point the turn out one extremely favorable to the
llOnorable member raised was not now in State.
The clause was agreed to.
question. The Government simply asked
The Bill, having been gone through, was
the House for authority to liquidate certain
reported to the House without amendment.
Government obligations;
The Bill was then read a third time and
Mr. RICHARDSON thought the drift
of the observations of the honorable member passed.
for Collingwood (Mr. Mirams) was of more
ESTIMATES.
moment than was indicated by the question
Mr.
SERVICE
presented a message
he actually put. When the Treasurer spoke
at Castleniaine, he practically asserted that from His Excellency the Governor, transthere were no funds in the Treasury, and he mitting Additional Estimates of Expendiread a memorandum from the Under-Trea- ture for' 1882-3, and recommending an
surer which was generally understood to appropriation of the consolidated revenue
warrant the allegation ; whereasthehonorable accordingly.
member for Collingwood now appeared to
STATUTE OF TRUSTS
throw doubt upon the conclusion that the
AMENDMENT BILL.
memorandum gave any warrant of the kind.
This Bill was received from the LegisIt was, however, his (Mr. Richardson's)
opinion that the arrangement with the banks lative Council, and, on the motion of Mr.
mentioned by t4e Treasure~' fl~rr~is~1~d a WRIX0;N, was read a first tim.e,
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PUBLIC SERVICE.
KENSINGTON HILL.

On the order of the day for the House to

go into Committee of Supply,
Mr. RICHARDSON asked the Premier whether it was the intention of the
Government to keep on the vast number of
persons who had been employed by the State
in the neighbourhood of Melbourne during
the last twelve months? It was well known
to honorable members and the country generally that a great many more men were
brought into the Government service by the
late Government than were really required.
In fact, he (Mr. Richardson) was informed,
and he believed the statement, that up to
the very day the 0' Loghlen Ministry left
office, men were taken on by them into the
various departments. Nevertheless, their
successors llad made no statement as to
what they would do in the matter. Under
these circumstances, he would be glad to
know the comse they would eventually take
-whether, for instance, they would inquire
into how f[).r men were unnecessarily employed by the State, and then dispense with
those in excess ?
Mr. SERVIOE replied that, so far as he
had been enabled to inquire, there did not
appear to be many appointments by the late
Government which could be interfered with
forthwith. Unfortunately, such appointments appeared in the Estimates only in the
lump, and it would take a good amount of
examination to get at the details. Perhaps the honorable member meant to make
special reference to the employes engaged at
Kensington-hill. (MI'. Richardson-" I included t.hem with the rest.") With respect
to the labourers on that work, there had
been a good deal of "weeding out" of the
men unsuitable for the employment, who
were all being gradually got rid of. There
would, however, be no attempt to dismiss
the main body of the men at the present
time, because the Government had as yet
been unable to get precise information as to
how they stood in the matter. For example
110 (Mr. Service) understood that one stipulation in the Kensington-hill contract was
that the whole hill should be removed in the
course of three years and a half, whereas
rumour said that, under certain conditions
which appeared to be now developing themselves, it would be impossible to do that. If,
for instance, the stone of which the hill was
largoly con1PQsed turned out to. be very hard
rook, it WQllhl ijIl.qlle$tionabl~ become n.
matter of. doubt whothcl' it t~l11d bo taken

Kensington Hill.

away within the contract time. U ndcr
these circumstances the Government were
not ready to stop a work the non-carrying
out of which would involve them in a con-

siderable penalty. For the present, therefore, the men engaged at Kensington-hill,
who were fit to do what had to be done
there, would be kept on pending further
inquiry, but no increase was being made in
their numbers.
Mr. O. YOUNG observed that the reply
just given by the Premier to the honorable
member for Creswick (Mr. Hichardson) was
of a very similar character. to that of the
same Minister earlieL' in the evening to t.he
honorable member for Portland, who appeared to wish to convey the idea that the
late Government paid moneys which were
not legally available, and, indeed, uttered
a ·variety of insinuations against them.
That honorable member had, more than
once in this Chamber, shown his acumen
as a discoverer of mare's nests. What,
however, was the answer he got to his
little question? Simply, that the U nderTreasurer said "No." And now the honorable member for Creswick also was put up
to make an inquiry of an almost exactly corresponding character. (Mr. Richardson" The honorable member is mistaken. ") Mistaken in what? The facts of the case were
plain. The charges against the late Government, to which the honorable member
for Portland and the honorable member for
Creswick alluded, figured largely in the
speeches of a number of honorable members
when they were before their constituents,
and, doubtless, the latter honorable member
especially made a plentiful use of them, but
what seemcri to be the case now? That no
sooner were the accusations brought to the
test than they were shown to be unfounded.
Here, for example, was the Premier stating
to-night that he did not know of any person
being taken on by the late Government in
excess-tllat any men were employed by
them who were not required. Of course
there could bc no objection to unfit men
being "weeded out." That sort of thing
went on long before the last three weeks.
(Mr. Service-" But before then there had
been a lot of 'weeding in.''') It was easy
to make statements of that kind, but where
was the proof of them? The fact was that)
as fast as they were made in a way that
enabled them to be refuted, they were refuted.
Not only had the charges dragged up that
evening beon completely disposed of, but
almost everything stated by the honorable
member for Radney (Mr. Gillies) during his,
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election tour had been contradicted by the
Premicr himself. Hc (Mr. Young) could
tell the House that the "weeding out "
process wa:! carried on in the Public \V orks
department from the day he entered it until
the day he left it. His instructions to the
officers were distinctly that every man unfit
for his work should be dispensed with, and
dismissals of the kind were constantly going
on. Surely the honorable member for Portland and the honorable member for Creswick
mnst see that, for all the kudos they got from
their questionings, they might as well find a
new field for their energies.
, Mr. vVRIXON remarked that he was perfectly prepared to deal leniently with the late
Millister of Pnblic Works, and had always
been inclined to believe the honorable member
to be a thoroughly honorable man. He
was therefore surprised at the honorable
member's tone of irritation. Surely if the
honorable member knew the exact facts
of the cases he had just referred to, he
could not feel justified in asking the House
to take the incorrect view of them he had
put forward. On the other hand, if he
was not familiar with what had actually
taken place he ought to inform himself
on thc subject before he undertook to lecture any honorable member for mentioning
it. Doubtless the answer to the question
he (Mr. "Vrixon) put earlier in the evening
was a negative, but he thought the Premier
would bear him out in stating that that
bare negative did not tell the whole story.
Consequently it ill-became a member of the
Government under whose administration
the transactions in question occurred to
assume an elevated moral tone, and call
in question the motives of any honorable
member who ventured to make an inquiry
with respect to the matter. \Vas it not
the duty of every honorable member to
seck for information which he deemed to be
of importance to the country? If the late
Minister of Public Works thought that he
could prevent inquiries into abuses, he was
very much mistaken. No one could have
been slower than he (Mr. 'Vrixon) had been
to cast imputations against the late Ministry, for he supported them in office as long
as he possibly could-in fact almost up to
the last moment-but the time had arrived
when certain circumstances that ]1ad come
to h,is knowledge in several ways ought to
be fully known, because it would the1l l:l!3
gC~lCrally seon th~t the Audit Aot Q1<"1 11Qt
~dlol'(l tll:.) protection that was o~llected fl'01H
H. He was murl'over :;nti~ncd that the J!1'O",
mier had, since giving his negtJ,tive ans\y(W,
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learned facts which placed the whole subject
in a different light.
Mr. SER VICE observed that the honorable member for Kyneton was appearing in
quite a new character, namely, that 6f a
suspicious man. But there was not a scintilla of truth in the idea apparently haunting his mind, that the honorable meinber
for Portland, and also the honorable member for Creswick (Mr. Richardson), had
some previous communication, direct or indirect, with him eMr . Service) respecting the
questions they severally put that eyelling.
Perhaps, if the honorable member for Kyneton wished to be white-washed, it would be
well for him to adopt a different course.
For ]limself, he desired to let the honorable
member down as easily as possible. (Mr.
C. Y oung-" I don't want to be let dowil
at all.") He had already told the honor~
able member that a searching inquiry was
going on into the case of the labourers at
Kensington-hill, and he might now add
that already most astounding facts had come
to light. For instance, it appeared, with
respect to the arrangement entered into by
the honoraLle member, when Minister of
Public vVorks, with his colleagne, the late
Ministerof Railways,fodhel'emovaloE aportion of the hill, that there was not a scrap of
writing to show the nature of the agreement
entered into. The information on tho subject, afforded by the permanent head of tho
Public Works department, was to the effect
that its late political head simply gave the
engineer concerned vOl1:>al instructions to put
on the men who were put on. Would it not
be admitted by every ono that such a transaction was to the last degree unbusinesslike ?
It was also reported, on the best authority,
that the bulk of the men were appointed by
the late political head, and not by the gangers
-that the men were sent by the former to
the gangers to be employed. What wonder was
it then that the Government were entirely at
sea as to how far the cost of the work ought
to stand against the Public Works department, or against the Railway department?
Surely to taunt them, under such circumstances, with being slow in discovering the
actual state of affairs was very unbecoming.
(Mr. C. Y oung-" I never accused the Government of slowness in that regard. ") It was
in1Possible to get at the trut.h until the whole
facts of the matter were disolosed, and at
present all that was really k!lOWn wa:'.! that
the wor1~ going Ol~ at Kenslllg~on-]ull .was
undertaken under only verbal ll1structlons
[1'0111 the btciv.lillistcroi' Pnulie Vvorks to the
en~i n~o~' in cht~rpc, and that the 4011orq.blo
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gentleman himself ordered the taking on of members supposed for the practice pursued
at the Kensington-hill works. The fact
each man employed.
Mr. O. YOUNG said that, although the was that it was the "boss," as he was
Premier called the appointments in question termed, who used to say to the men coming
political appointments, they were made in for employment there-" Have you got a
exactly the way that was followed before he recommendation from a member?" As the
(Mr. Young) took office. Differenthonorable subject had come up, he (Mr. Bosisto)
members -in fact, nearly every member of would mention that it was a great nuisance
the House-sent men to the Public Works to Members of Parliament to be continudepartment to be employed, and in almost ally asked for recommendations to a "boss."
every such case he simply said-" Put the On the other hand, it had come to his
man on."
knowledge that the "boss" he particularly
Mr. McINTYRE remarked that the Pre- alluded to had frequently, without any good
mier had drawn a red herring across the reason, discharged a man whom a great
trail, in order to divert attention from the many honorable members had recommended,
circumstance dwelt upon by the honorable in favour of a protege of his own.
member for Kyneton, namely, that the
The House then went into Oommittee of
question put earlier in the evening by the Supply.
honorable member for Portland was ansLUNATIO ASYLUMS.
wered in the direct negative., That question
On the vote of £ 76,945 to complete
was of a most important character, seeing
that asking it practically involved a serious the vote (£92,445) for hospitals for the
reflection upon the late Ministry, but at the insane,
Mr. BERRY proposed that the vote be
same time he (Mr. McIntyre) thoroughly
believed that there was no previous commu- amended by substituting" 4 " for" 3 " as
nication with respect to it between the the classification of the stewards at Yarra
honorable member and the Premier, because . Bend, Kew, and Beechworth; by substihe saw the latter subsequently giving the tuting " £350 " for" £385 " as the salary
honorable member further information on for each of those officers ; by striking out
the subject. Under the circumstances, the the item of £250 for a second deputy mediinsinuation conveyed in the question ought cal superintendent at Kew ; by substituting
to be withdrawn.
" £250" for" £300 " as the salary of the
Mr: ORKNEY said it was undoubtedly steward at Ararat; by reducing the item of
the case that the men employed at Kensing- "fees to official visitors " from £1,127 to
ton-hill were appointed politically, and he £752 ; and by omitting the item of £116
had protested, and still protested against for extra allowance to the medical superinany such practice. (Mr. O. Y oung-"I told tendent at Beechworth. The reasons for
you plainly how they were appointed, and these alterations were stated the previous
that the appointments were not political.") Thursday-(see p. 131)-and if they were
What he knew was that when he went out adopted by the committee the balance of the
to see the works going on he was told by vote would be reduced to £76,049. (Mr.
the late Mr. Turner, the engineer in charge, Mirams-" What will the whole of the
that every man employed had to be appointed alterations amou~t to ?") The savings this
through the Minister, or to come with a word year were only a portion of the savings
of recommendation from some Member of which. would ultimately accrue if the alterations were accepted, because the removal of
Parliament.
Mr. O. YOUNG stated that the honor- an officer from the 4th to the 3rd class
able member for West Melbourne (Mr. Ork- meant a grad ual increase of salary from
ney) complained to him (Mr. Young) a £350 to £485 per year. He considered
month ago that no man could be employed that £350 a year was an amply sufficient
at the Kensington-hill works unless he was remuneration to the lunatic asylum stewards
recommended by a Member of Parliament, for the services they rendered to the State.
and that it was a great bore being called It should be recollected that each of these
upon to give such recommendations; and officers received, in addition to his salary,
the reply the honorable member received an allowance under the Lunacy Statute
was that no such recommendation was which varied from £35 to £60 or £70 per
essential, because any suitable man asking year; and also rations, fuel, light, water,
and other privileges. The steward at Y nrm
for employment would get it.
Mr. BOSISTO thought the late Ministry Bend had for his quarters a large house
were not so much to blame as some honorable which accommodated 12 children; and he
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had likewise the benefit of medical attendance for his whole family.
Mr. BURROWES expressed regret that
the la.te Chief Secretary was not in his place
"to justify the slight increase which had been
made in the vote. Of the stewards whose
classification the late Government proposed
to increase, one had been 30 years, another
25 years, and the third 19 years in the public
service. Not only were they stewards, but
they had also to act as clerks and correspondents. (Mr. Berry-" At Yarra Bend
there are four clerks, one being also the accountant.") The stewards had to prepare
the contracts for the supply of goods, to
receive the goods on delivery, and to keep
check on their consumption. Altogether
their positions were positions of great responsibility. It was true that they received
a certain allowance for special duties under
the Lunacy Statute, but that they were willing to give up in consideration of being
promoted from the 4th to the 3rd class.
The late Government, considering the character of the men, and the time they had
held their present offices, thought it only
due to them that the promotions should take
place. The late Inspector of Lunatic Asylums (Dr. Paley) wrote a letter strongly
recommending the stewards for promotion.
Mr. BERRY observed that the present
Inspector made no such recommendation,
and the Under-Secretary protested against
the increases.
Mr. ZOX remarked that he had taken
some trouble to inquire into this matter, and
he must endorse everything which had been
said by the honorable member for Sand hurst
(Mr. Burrowes). There could be no doubt
that the lunatic asylum stewards had very
arduous and responsible duties to perform.
Officers who discharged similar duties in
connexion with lunatic asylums in England
were paid at the tate of £780 and £850
per year. If efficiency in the public service
was to be secured, men must be paid a
proper compensation for the services they
rendered. Certainly anything partaking of
the character of false econony should be
avoided.
Mr. BOWMAN hoped the Chief Secretary would give way, and not interfere with
the small alterations made by the late Government, and particularly as the Estimates
now under consideration were framed twelve
months ago. As to the stewards, they performed duties involving greater responsibility than were discharged by many 2nd
class officers. The youngest of them had
been 19 years in the service, for 16 of
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which he had been a 4th class officer. The
responsibilities which devolved upon the
stewards were much greater than many honorable members were aware, and. they were
paid much less than corresponding officers in
England. The steward at Colney Hatch
was paid. £550 per annum, and he had a
clerk whose salary was £325. The steward
at Hanwell received £450 per annum, and
he had a clerk at £300. But, coming to
local institutions, it might be mentioned
that the secretary to the Melbourne Hospital, whose responsibilities were far less than
those of a Illnatic asylum steward, was in
receipt of a salary of £500. Although the
Government objected to an increase in the
salaries of the stewards, it would appear that
they did not object to augment the emoluments of other officers attached to lunatic
asylums, because he found that the Additional Estimates provided for an advance
in the salaries of two unclassified clerks-in
the one case from £180 to £200, and in the
other from £230 to £275.
Mr. RICHARDSON observed that he
did not think the classification of any
officer should be raised until the Government had had an opportunity of dealing
with the civil service generally. No Government would be able to grapple with the
question of civil service reform, or to keep
the public expenditure within proper limits,
so long as Members of Parliament insisted,
every year, on the raising of salaries. He
was prepared to oppose the raising of any
officer's classification in connexion with the
present Estimates. Honorable members,
primed by some persons outside, came before the committee, and dwelt upon the
enormous duties which a particular officer
had to perform, as a way to increase his
status. But no one could bo better seised
of the facts of the case than the political
head of the department to which the case
related. Ministers, from constant communication with the permanent heads of departments, knew exactly the state of each
case, and what should be done, and they
were responsible for what they did. Therefore the pressure which was frequently
brought to bear upon them to raise salnries
should not be brought. The late Government, however, did nothing but increase
salaries. (Mr. Burrowes-" That is not
correct.") What he stated was borne out
by the vote now before the committee. The
number of officials at Y arm Bend asylum
which the vote provided for was 1.14, but
last year the number was 106. What justification was there for the increase? (Mr.
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C. Young-" An increase of patients.") six weeks, whether be approved of or desired
Then the number of officials at Kew had this new officer; but it would be only justice
been increased from 104 to 115. He trusted to the late Government to produce the rethe Chief Secretary would annul the addi- commendation made by Dr. Paley when
tional appointments if he found them to be the Estimates were framed ten months ago.
unnecessary.
The previous Thursday night, the Treasurer,
Mr. McLELLAN stated that he must when speaking generally of the reductions
call attention to a gross case of injustice, contemplated by the present Government,
whicb, jf the Chief Secretary's proposal referred to appointments having been made
were carried, would be done to a person in by the late Government without any rehis district. In the course of last year, commendation save that of the political
the steward of the Ararat asylum received heads of departments. He (Mr. Young)
a letter from the late Premie~- stating that, then asked whether there were any recomfor the present year, he would get an increase mendations by the permanent heads of· deof £50 in his salary. The amount was pro- partments, and the Treasurer replied" No,"
vided for on the Estimates. And yet, only and that all the promotions or increases
about two montlls before the close of the which they intended to disallow were made
financial year, it ,~as proposed to strike off by the Minister without direction or rethe increase. He submitted that the pro- commendation from the perma.nent head.
mise of the late Government should be It was because he desired that any dispute
carried out. He understood the other week connected with these appointments and profrom the Chief Secretary that the Estimates motions should be brought before the comof t1le late Government were not to be inter- mittee that he asked the Treasurer to
fered with. It appeared now that he must postpone the consideration of these votes
have misunderstood the honorable gentle- until this occasion. The Treasurer then
man. He hoped the Chief Secretary would promised to produce all the papers conallow the steward at Ararat to have the in- nected with the appointments and promoerease promised by the late Government, at tions. (Mr. Service-" I have those conany rate for the current year, and particularly nected with my own department.") But
as he received much less than the stewards the honorable gentleman referred to al1 the
at Yarra Dend, Kew, and Beechworth, al- departments. (Mr. Service-" Not at all.")
though he had to pel-form exactly the same He accepted the undertaking as applying
duty that they had. The inequality was to all the departments.
such as ought not to be toleratec1.
Mr. NIMMO said he entirely approved
Mr. C. YOUNG asked the Chief Secre- of retrenchment where it could be effected
tary whether Dr. Paley did not recommend with a due regard to the efficiency of the
that there should be a second deputy medical public service, but in the case of establishsuperintendent at Kew? (Mr. Berry-" Dr. ments like lunatic asylums, where human
Paley has left the colony.") But, when the beings were in a most helpless condition, it
Estimates were being prepared, did not Dr. was just possible to make a false step-to
Paley recommend that such an officer should attempt retrenchment which would not be
be provided for?
economy in the long run. Certainly the
Mr. BERRY said all he could state was officers of such institutions were saddled
that he sent for Dr. Dick, who was now the with a grave responsibility. One officer at
head of the Lunacy department (in the place the Kew asylum, named Davis, who had
of Dr. Paley, who, being superannuated, had been in the service nineteen years-who was
left the colony), and asked him whether the recommended ,ten years ago by his superior
appointment was essential. The reply was officer for promotion-was promoted, or
in the ncgative. No appointmcnt had been rather his name was placed on the list for
made. Under these circumstances he pro- ,promotion by the late Government, and the
posed that the item should be struck out. present Chief Secretary struck it off. (Mr.
He had dealt with all these cases only after Berry-" I don't know any of the officers
careful consideration, and he took the entire by name.") He considered it was not
responsibility of all that he had proposed to judicious to allow an officer of nineteen
the committee.
years' standing, who was conscious of deMr. C. YOUNG observed that this state- serving promotion, and had been rccomment did not touch the point. It might be mended for promotion, to labour under a
fin ,"cry well for the Chief Secretnry to ask sense of haying been treated unjustly. To
Dr. Dick, who had boen in chargc of the do that W:1S to take from him the motiyc ..
lunatic asylulUs only for the last month or power for a zealous performance of duty.
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Mr. GRAVES remarked that the increase in the staff of the Yarra Bend asylum was only in the number of warders,
and this increase had been made in consequence of the regulations providing that
there should be a warder to a certain number
of patients. As the number of patients
had increased, it was therefore necessary to
provide for additional warders. The classification of the three officers who had been
referred to was raised on the recommendation of the responsible heads of the different
branches. The officer at the Kew asylum
had been 19 years in the service, and 16
years in his present class, and the stewards
of the Yarra Bend and Beechworth asylums
had been 31 and 25 years in the service respectively, and 18 and 16 years in their
present classification. It had been stated
that there had been no departmental recommendation for any of these promotions,
but shortly after the late Government came
into office the following was received from
Dr. Dick:"Lunatic Asylum, l{ew,
II 13th September, 1881.
"Sir,-I have the honourto forward the attached
l('tter from Mr. Davis, steward of this asylulll,
asking for promotion. As Mr. Davis is an efficient and well-conducted officer, I would recommend his application for the Inspector's favorable consideration.
'" I have, &c.,
"T. T. DICK, Medical Superintendent."

He believed this Mr. Davis was the officer
referred to by the honorable member for
Emerald Hill (MI'. Nimmo). This recommendation was accepted, and the officer
mentioned in the Superintendent's letter
received the promotion to which he was
justly entitled.
Mr. BERRY observed that honorable
members who had listened to the attacks
which had been made upon him for attempting to render these Estimates what he considered to be right and fair, both to the country
and to individuals, must realize how very difficult it would be, under any circumstances,
to bring ahout any reduction whatever in
the civil service. It was not the first time
that he had been met in this spirit when he
had endeavoured to do his duty, and that
was all he was endeavouring to do now.
He had gone through the Estimates very
carefully, and no decision had been come to
without inquiry. He was informed by the
Under-Secretary that these promotions were
made against his advice, and that he did not
think-them necessary. As he (Mr. Berry) had
already said, although the stewards of lunatic
asylums had nominally only a salary of £350
per annum, there were allowa.nces which,
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in the cases of the larger asylums like
Kew and Yarra Bend, brought up the
real remuneration received to something
nearer £600 than £500 per annum. He
would ask honorable members was not that
a good remuneration for officers in such
a posit.ion? There was no use in trying
to magnify the office of these stewards.
There were in these asylums, besides the
stewards, other responsible officers, namely,
the superintendents, deputy superintendents,.
and clerks. In addition to their ordinary
salaries, the stewards were also paid as
clerks under the Lunacy Statute. The
stewards' duty was to receive stores and
give them out, and from time to time, as
honorable members who had been in office
knew, there were sometimes deficiencies,
which accounts had to be passed to wipe
out-deficiencies probably not arising out
of any dishonesty, but out of mistakes which
had };)een made in giving out and taking in
stock. The duties which these officers performed, although no doubt of a responsible
character, would really be very well paid for
by the officers being at the top of the 4th.
class, without receiving any additional emoluments at all. He might state that he
did not know the name of a single one of
these officers, so that he had no personal
feeling in the matter at all. At Yarra.
Bend the steward, who had a family of twelve
children, had a large house reut free, thus
saving him rent, perhaps to the extent of
£100 a year. His whole family were washed
for at the asylum laundry; he himself was
allowed rations; he Imd fuel, light, and
water, medical attendance for his whole
family, and the use of patients as servants.
He had also the privilege of keeping two
cows. In 'view of all this, he (Mr. Berry)
had no hesitation in saying that, if these
promotions were made, the higher officers of
the public service, such as the U nderTreasurer and the Under-Secretary, should
receive £2,000 a year, instead of £1,000
without a single sixpence in the shape of
allowances. It had been said that the late
Premier wrote to the steward of the Ararat
asylum telling him that he was to have
£50 a year more this year than last. No
Premier had a right to do that. No officer
had a right to know that he was to have a
shilling of increase until the proposal was
submitted to the House. He (Mr. Berry)
had submitted to the committee a proposition
which he considered it his duty to make, and
he would press it to a division.
Mr. MIRAMS said that only two reasons

had been offered why the Ohief Secretary's
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proposition should not be carried out. The
first was that these officers had given up
something on the understanding that they
were to have this promotion. (Mr. Berry" They will not be asked to give up anything
if this alteration is carried.") That statement removed one objection to the proposal.
The other objection raised was that these
officers had been a very long time in their
present class. He (Mr. Mirams) did not
know how long, according to the practice of
the departments, an officer was supposed to
remain at the top of one class before he got
into the class above it, nor how promotion
from one class to another was brought about
-whether by political pressure or by departmental representations. Itappeared,however,
that the Chief Secretary objected to the present promotions not so much on account of
the immediate increase of salary, as on account of the prospective increase of expenditure which the promotion of these Qfficers
into a higher class would entail. N ow he
(Mr. Mirams) thought, if the officers were
already in a class which was commensurate
with the duties they performed for the State,
the objection of the Chief Secretary was a
sound one, and. should be supported by the
committee. In a matter of this kind private
members could only be guided by those who
had charge of the administration of the departments, and in a case like the present he
thought the safest thing for the committee
to do would be to follow the lead of the
Chief Secreta.ry, and come to the conclusion
the honorable gentleman had come to-that
these officers were already amply paid for
their services by the position they at present
occupied. In view of the allowances pointed
out by the Chief Secretary, the remuneration
paid to these stewards was really over £500
a year, whereas the highest salary paid to a
3rd class officer was only £485 per annum.
Mr. BENT remarked that there was a
higher question involved in this vote than
the mere paltry increase at issue. He would
ask the constitutional members of the Government whether the American system was
to be introduced under which the recommendations of an outgoing Government
were rubbed out bv their successors? He
asked that question of the Premier the
other night, and that honorable gentleman
stated that nothing of the kind was intended .. The Chief Secretary had stated
that the present Inspector objected to these
promotions; but the fact was, as was shown
by the letter read b,Y the honorable member
for Delatite, Dr. Dick recommende~l the
promotion .. of Mr. Dayis, the f:ltewar<;l at
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Kewasylum. He (Mr. Bent), for his part,
did not believe in allowances at all, as he
considered that civil servants should have a
certain fixed salary, and nothing beyond it.
He submitted, however, that unless it could
be shown that an improper promotion had
been made, which had not been shown in
this case, the o-overnment should adopt the
action of their predecessors if they did not
wish to introduce the American system.
Mr. KERFERD observed that the Chief
Secretary had clearly laid down the principle
on which he had acted in this matter. All
the officers in the asylums could not be paid
alike, and there must be some relative proportion preserved between their remuneration, according to their position and t~e
services they rendered. If one officer in a
department was overpaid, it was evident
that an injustice was done to every other
officer in the department. For the position
of a storekeeper, wh~ch the steward of an
asylum really occupied, the salary paid at
present was really a very handsome one,
and much larger than was received by any
person performing similar duties outside
the civil service. The Civil Service Act
never contemplated that the classification of
subordinate officers should .be continually
raised, or otherwise a storekeeper might rise
to be a 1st class officer. The intention
was that the head of a department should
be a 1st class officer, and that subordinates
should occupy the lower classes. At the
present moment, however, there were in the
Titles-office four or five 1st class officers,
so that he did not know which was the head.
The Government had adopted the Estimates
of their predecessors as far as they possibly
could, but they were bound to face the difficulty when they met with anomalies in the
relati ve position of officers.
Mr. A. T. CLARK considered that,
apart from the merits of the case, the Government were taking a rather unusual
course in repudiating the action of their
predecessors. When the last Berry Government left office an attempt was made by
some of the supporters of the late Ministry
to induce them to repudiate some of the acts
of that Government, but they withstood the
a ttack and would not allow their predecessors'
acts to be interfered with. Unless a case
of corruption, or something really wrong
which the House could be seised of, was
brought forward, he thought it would be
a very unwise policy for the Government to
ask the Assembly to reverse the action of
the outgoing Ministry. He was desirous
of seeing 'the . se~~ion closed. on. Th1.1fsday,
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but, if the Government persisted in making
twopenny-halfpenny reductions in the
Estimates, they would create discussions
which might extend the session to the length
of the last one. He hoped the Government
would give way in this matter, and adopt
the Estimates of their predecessors; and
then during the recess they could go carefully through the departments, and next
session submit whatever proposals of their
own they considered desirable.
Mr. BERRY said that the honorable
member for Williamstown had spoken as if
he (Mr. Berry) was proposing to undo
something the late Government had done.
Such was not the case. These promotions
were only propositions submitted to the
Assembly, and he was doing no more now
than he would have done had he been on
the opposition side of the House. Anything the late Government had done absolutely he had always respected, but the
present promotions were simply propositions
which would have had to be submitted to
the Assembly on the Estimates by the late
Government, if they had remained in office,
before they could be given effect to. What
became of the claim of the Assembly to the
power of the purse if everything that was
printed on the Estimates was to be adopted
as a matter of course? He wa.s surprised
at the honorable member for Williamstown,
who had always been mostforward in advocating economy and scrutinizing the Estimates, now opposing a reduction which he
(Mr. Berry) would have proposed (and
which, probably, the honorable member
would have supported) had there been no
change of Government. It was not the
Government of the day who granted a single
penny of money, but the majority of the
Assembly, and the only thing that could
be expected from a Government was to
honestly place before the Chamber whatever
they thought right. Possibly the late Government did what they thought right in proposing these promotions, but they were not
responsible now, and he (Mr. Berry) had to
do what he believed to be right. (Mr.
Bent-" !jow much do the savings amount
to altogether?") The reductions he proposed amounted to about £1,000. The
amount was not very la.rge, but he did not
think he was justified in spendipg £1,000
of the country's money when he considered
it unnecessary to do so.
Mr. WALKER remarked that, while it
was true that the proposals of the late
Government did not bind the House, it
must be remembered that the propositions
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of the late Government with regard to these
promotions had been known to the public
servants concerned for the last eight or ten
months, and that the latter had probably
made their domestic arrangements in the
expectation of receiving them. He did
not say that this fact should bind the
present Government to make any promotions which were in themselves unjust, but
it should cause them to hesitate in making
any reductions on the Estimates unless they
were very fully justified. The asylum
stewards were not mere storekeepers, but
had duties to perform of a high and responsible nature. The stores were dealt out
by storemen at £120 a year, over whom the
stewards had supervision.
Mr. McINTYRE suggested that the
Chief Secretary should withdraw his motion
for striking out the proposed increase. The
honorable gentleman had done his best to
carry out his economical ideas, but it was
evident that a large number of members,
including supporters of the Government,
desired the promotions to be carried out.
Mr. ZOX observed that the whole of the
proposed reductions in connexion with the
lunatic asylums amounted to only £896,
but while this small saving was being made
there was another much more important
saving which was altogether ignored, al-.
though he had frequently brought the matter
before the House. He referred to the
expenditure incurred by the State in maintaining inmates who had friends and relatives well able to pay for them. He knew
people in Melbourne who rolled about in
their carriages while they had unfortunate
relatives maintained in the lunatic asylums
at the public expense. The poor people of
the colony had to pay in the shape of taxationfor the rich persons who were thus allowed
to evade their responsibilities. If the Chief
Secretary wanted to do good to the country,
instead of trying to save It. few paltry pounds
by cutting down the salaries of officials, he
should institute an inquiry in order to try if
he could not obtain some of the money which
was due to the State from the source he (Mr.
Zox) had mentioned. The late Premier
promised to have such an inquiry made, and
he hoped the present Chief Secretary would
carry out that promise.
Mr. "VHEELER hoped the Chief Secretary would give way, and allow the promotions
proposed by the late Government to stand.
It was evident that the late Government
must have considered their Estimates very
carefully, inasmuch as it was only proposed
to interfere with a few items in them. He
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would also point out that the colony for were made 3rd class officers. It was altosome time past had been going through a gether erroneous to suppose that the posiperiod of great prosperity in which the wages tion they occupied was little above that of a
of artisans, mechanics, and labourers had been storeman. They were not only stewards,
generally increased, and it was only fair that but clerks under the Lunacy Statute. One
civil servants should, to some extent at all of them had passed a law examination, and
events, participate in the prosperity.
had duties to perform almost equal to what
Mr. HARPER said he could scarcely the Attorney-General had to discharge in
agree with th~ principle enunciated by the his department. He had to be responsible,
honorable member for Williamstown that, indeed, for the whole management of the
because the late Government had placed asylum. The title" steward " was really a
these increases on the Estimates, the Assem- misnomer. The Chief Secretary said that
bly was bound to ~1.ccept them. Even if the the improved classification of the officers
late Government had remained in office, the was not proposed by the late Inspector, but,
committee would have had something to say in point of fact, these officers had frequently
with regard to 1-.he proposed promotions. been recommended for promotion. It would
There was more involved in the matter than save a great deal of difficulty and unpleaa small increase for the present year, because, santness if the Government would accept
as the Ohief Secretary had pointed out, the the Estimates of the late Government, and
placing of these officers in a higher class allow these promotions to remain. It would
would eventuate in their ultimately receiving be most unfair if the officers in question
a salary oE £485per annum instead of £350. were not allowed to retain a classification to
The fact that the Government had accepted wl1ich they were fully entitled. If the Ohief
the Estimates of their predecessors almost Secretary insisted on the alteration, the
z'n globo was a proof that they did not wish honorable gentleman would be in duty bound
to deal harshly with the late Ministry, and to remove from the 4th class his son, Benthat they would not take exception to the jamin Berry, who had not passed the civil
promotion of the lunatic asylum stewards service examination.
Mr. A. T .. CLARK deprecated the
from the 4th to the 3rd class unless they
believed there were very strong reasons for casting of personal reflections on the Ohief
objecting to it.
Under the circumstances, Secretary. It was an unfortunate thing
11e thought that the alterations now proposed that honorable members could not discuss
ought to be acceded to. In his opinion, the Estimates without indulging in personthe stewards, considering their salaries and alities. He believed that no man was 8,
allowances, were well paid without being put more capable or honest administrator than
in the 3rd class.
the honorable gentleman who at present
Mr. W. M. CLARK said it appeared to occupied the position of Ohief Secretary,
him that the committee, in dealing with the but he would suggest to tIle Government,
Estimated, were in the position of the man in a friendly spirit, that it would be better
who locked the stable door after the horse for them to accept the Estimates of their
was gone. About 36 extra appointments predecessors in globo, and deal with the
had been made, involving an additional ex- whole question of retrenchment during the
penditure of £5,247. He thought the only recess, rather than single out a few increases,
thing the committee could do was to adopt which were scarcely worth spending much
the Estimates as they stood, and leave the time in discussing, and ask the committee
Government to deal with the question of the to disagree with them. If the Government
classification of the stewards of the lunatic would bring down a propel' scheme of
asylums before next year's Estimates were retrenchment next session, no doubt a large
submitted.
number of honorable members would approve
Mr. BOWMAN denied that the salary of it.
and other emoluments of the stewards of the
Mr. GILLIES remarked that, if the
lunatic asylums were equivalent to £500 a committee sanctioned the placing of the
year. The rations which each steward was officers in question in the 3rd class this
entitled to were of the value of only £12 Jear, it would be impossible for the Governper annum, and the quarters of the officer ment to reduce them to the 4th class next
at the Kew asylum were not worth more year. The negativing of the proposal of
than £10 per annum. The Ohief Secre- the Government would, therefore, mean the
tary ignored the fact that these gentlemen giving of these officers a higher classifical!eceived an allowance of £35 a year each, tion for all time. Oomplaints had been
which they were willing to forego if they . made for years past about the extravagant
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expenditure in connexion with the lunatic
asylums, and yet the Government were
asked to agree to increase the salaries of
some of the officers of those institutions,
although their old salaries and allowances
were equivalent to upwards of £500 a year
each. The Government were anxious not
to interfere with the Estimates of their predecessors more than was absolutely necessary ,
especially seeing that nearly ten months of
the financial year had already elapsed. It
would have been much easier for them to
have accepted those Estimates in globo, but
the increases now under consideration were
such as, in the opinion of the Ministry, there
was no justification for at all. The Government, therefore, could not see their way to
agree to them. If honorable members insisted on the increases, the responsibility of
them would rest with the Assembly. He
desired, however, to repeat that it would be
impossible to expect the Government next
year to reduce the classification of officers
whose classification was increased this year
by the authority of Parliament. To do that
would be an injustice.
The committee divided on the question
that the figure " 3" in the classification of
the steward of the Yarra Bend asylum
stand part of the voteAyes ...
15
48
Noes ...
Majority for the amendment

33

AYES.

Mr. Anderson,
" Bent,
" Bolton,
" Bowman,
" Burrowes,
Cameron,
" Duffy,
" Graves,
Mr. Berry,
" Billson,
" Bosisto,
" A. T. Clark,
Coppin,
" D. M. Davies,
M. H. Davies,
" Deakin,
Fink,
" Gardiner,
" Gillies,
Hall,
" Harper,
" A. Harris,
" J. Harris,
Kerferd,
" Langridge,
" Laurens,
" Levien,
" McColl,
" McLean,
Sir C. Mac Mahon,
Mr. J. J. Madden,
" Mirams,
" Nimmo,

Mr. McIntyre,
" McLellan,
" Walker,
" Wheeler,
" C. Young.
Tellers.

Mr. Langdon,
" W. Madden.
NOES.

Mr. Orkney,
" Patterson,
" Pearson,
" Rees,
" Reid,
" Richardson,
" Rose,
" Russell,
" Shackell,
" Shiels,
Major Smlth,
Mr. C. Smith,
" Staughton,
" Toohey,
" Tucker,
" Uren,
" Wallace,
" Woods,
" Wrixon,
" Yeo,
" A. Young.
Tellers.

Mr. W. M. Clark,
" Gibb.
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The figure "4" was accordingly substituted for" 3," and the other amendments
proposed by Mr. Berry were adopted.
The vote, reduced to £76,04\), was then
agreed to.
INDUSTRIAL SCHOOLS.
On the vote of £44,831 to complete thc
vote (£51,616) for Industrialancl Reformatory Schools,
Mr. BERRY moved that the item for
the Secretary of the department be amended
by the substitution of " 2 " for" 1 " in the
classification of that officer, and "£526"
for" £610" as the amount of his salary.
Since he (Mr. Berry) was Inst in office tlle
Secretary had been promoted from the 3rd
to the 2nd class, and had not yet been two
years in the latter class. He was, therefore, not at present fairly entitled to be
placed in the 1st class.
Mr. WRIXON observed that some time
ago a committee was appointed by the Government to co-operate with the officers of
the Industrial and Reformatory Schools.
A difference sprung up between the committee and the heads of the department, and
he believed that the committee, or the greater
portion of them, tendered their resignation.
He wished to know whether the committee
were now acting?
Mr. BERRY stated that, as far as he
was aware, the committee were still acting.
There had been some difficulty between the
Secretary and the committee, in consequence
of their respective duties not being properly
defined, but he believed that matters were
now going on reasonably and satisfactorily.
Mr. C. YOUNG remarked that the promotion of Mr. Guillaume,theSec.retaryofthe
Industrial and Reformatory Schools, was in
accordance with the rule which had been laid
down that heads of departments ought to be
in the 1st class. Mr. Guillaume was the
head of a department, and his duties were of
a most responsible character. He worked
con amore, and the nature of his functions,
and the manner in which he performed them,
really conferred a very great benefit on the
colony. His appointment as a 1st class
officer was only a reasonable promotion.
Mr. BENT said it was well known that
£2,000 a year would not be too much for a
man like the secretary of such a department as the Industrial and Reformatory
Schools.
Mr. BERRY said he had always laid
down the rule that an officer should not be
promoted from one class to another until
he had reached the top, or very nearly the
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top, of the lower class. When he was last
in office, Mr. Guillaume was appointed as a
3rd class officer in the Ohief Secretary's
department. About a year and a half ago
he was promoted to the 2nd class, and under
the Civil Service Act he was not eligible for
further promotion until he had reached the
maximum of that class. In some respects,
no doubt, Mr. Guillaume was a very excellent
officer, but the terms of praise bestowed
upon him might be too exaggerated, and
call forth remarks of a contrary nature.
He had apparently performed his duties
reasonably well, but some things he did not
do so well. His coming in conflict with the
committee, for instance, was not desirable.
Again, he was not actually the head of
the department. The real head was the
Inspector.
The amendments were agreed to, and the
vote, reduced to £44,747, was passed, as
was also the vote of £4,256 to complete
the vote (£5,166) for the Observatory.
PUBLIC LIBRARY.
On the vote of £14,323 to complete the
vote (£17,188) for the Public Library,
Museums, and National Gallery,
Mr. BERRY called attention to the fact
that the salary of the Instructor in Painting
and Master of School of Art was increased
from £350, the amount last year, to £600.
The reason assigned for the increase was
that it was proposed that in future the fees
hitherto paid to the officer in qnestion should
be taken by the trustees of the National
Gallery. He (Mr. Berry) did not think
that was desirable. It would be better to
allow the salary to remain as in previous
years, ana when it was altered provision
should be made for the fees to go into the
consolidated revenue, so that Parliament
might really know what sum it voted for
the trustees. He therefore begged to move
that the item in qnestion be amended by the
substitution of " £350" for" £600."
Mr. WRIXON said he desired to call
the Chief Secretary's attention to the fact
that the Public Library, owing to it being
absolutely free to all persons, without any
qualification whatever, had become a lounging place for loafers. It was notorious that
many persons went there to lounge and
sleep in the recesses, and not to read at all.
He was credibly informed that the authori.
ties had often considerable difficulty in dealing with such individuals. Moreover, these
persons seriously incommoded those who
did go to the library to read and .study.
The evil had arisen from the adoption of
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the principle which the late estimable president of the institution, Sir Redmond Barry,
strongly advocated, namely, that the library
should be absolutely free. That principle,
however, did not obtain in any of the other
great libraries of the world. He (Mr.
Wrixon) would suggest that the Ohief
Secretary should call the attention of the
trustees to the propriety of adopting some
such rule as that which waf! observed in
connexion with the British Museum Library,
in London. Anyone was perfectly free to
enter that institution for the purpose of
viewing it, but a trifling qualification was
exacted if a person wanted to sit down in
one of the recesses to read, or to use the
books at all, it being necessary for him to
obtain an introduction from a householder
or a justice of the peace. Another plan
would be to have a trifling registration fee,
so as to require persons who desired to use
the library for reading or study to take
the trouble to' enter their names for that
purpose. (Mr. C. Young - " How could
people from the country do that?") It
was very seldom that people from the
country went to the Public Library to read,
but, when they wished to do so, a simple introduction by a householder in Melbourne
might be sufficient in their case.
Mr. DUFFY expressed the hope that the
Chief Secretary would not dream of adopting
the suggestion just made. If the citizens of
Melbourne were more proud of one thing than
another, it was of the fact that the grandest
of their institutions-their Public Librarywas perfectly free to everyone. Probably
the honorable member for Portland had had
conveyed to him a very exaggerated statement respecting the number of persons who
went to the Library to lounge and sleep
there. No doubt a few people indulged
themselves in that way, but the great majority of the visitors to the institution unquestionably went there to read. Even in
the case of those who did sleep there, perhaps
the fault lay more with the books they read
than with themselves. Certainly he would
rather see fifty people asleep in the Library
than one visitor who wanted to study ob.
structed by J ack-in-officism.
Mr. HARPER said he quite agre~d with
the last speaker. To follow the plan recommended by the honorable member for Portland would be a terrible step in the wrong
direction. The Chief Secretary would, however, do well to consider the propriety of
requesting the trustees to adopt a scheme
under which boo~s could be lent out to persons _who were:recommended in some special
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way, or who gave some sort of security. In
several of the large libraries of the home
country the lending principle had been
adopted with great success.
Mr. MACGREGOR urged that the advice
of the honorable member for Portland ought
not to be listened to for a moment. It would
be most unwise to throw the least obstacle
in the way of real students or of visitors
from the country.
The amendment was agreed to, and the
vote, reduced to £14,073, was passed.
The following votes were also agreed to : £1,730 to complete the vote (£2,080) for the
department of the Government Botanist.;
£2,218to complete the vote (£2,648) for the
Shorthand Writer's department; £1,730
(total vote, £2,075) for Hansard; £3,245
(total vote, £3,262) for the office of the
Agent-General; £6,207 (total vote, £7,427,
for the Audit-office; £1,720 (total vote,
£1,980) to meet the expenses of carrying
out the Land Tax Act; £7,250 (total
vote, £7,500) for the aborigines; £265
(total vote, £320) for friendly societies; and
£10,700 for "grants," Chief Secretary's
department.
MR. REGINALD GREEN.
On the vote of £31,905 to complete the
vote (£33,070) for" miscellaneous," Chief
Secretary's department,
Mr. BERRY moved that the item of
£164, "allowance to Mr. Reginald Green,
inspector of police, being half the estimated
value of the allowances during the period of
his enforced resignation," be struck out.
He was perhaps better acquainted than any
one else with Mr. Green's claims, and he
knew that they were finally settled years and
years ago.
The amendment was agreed to.
EXHIBITION BUILDING.
Mr. BERRY moved that the item of
£6,000, " to meet expenses incurred by the
Exhibition trustees," be reduced to £2,000.
He had seen the accounts of the trustees,
and was satisfied that the reduction could
be safely made.
The amendment was agreed to.
DR. SONDER'S COLLECTION.
Mr. J. HARRIS called attention to the
item of £900," purchase of Dr. Sonder's
collection of dried plants, including packing,
freight, :llld insurance," and asked what assurance the Chief Secretary had of the
value of the collection? He (Mr. Harris)
thought the item should be abandoned.
SEs.1883.-N
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Mr. BERRY stated that this item was
placed on the Estimates on the strong recommendation of Baron von Mueller, who
represented that the collection\was a most
valuable one. If the honorable member required further information on the subject,
it would be afforded when the report of
the vote was under consideration. Personally, he (Mr. Berry) was strongly inclined
to strike out the item, but, in the interests
of science, he held his hand. The collection
was said to be the work of a life-time.
The vote, reduced to £27,741, was agreed
to.
PROMOTIONS IN THE
TREASURY.
On the vote of £26,420 to complete the
vote (£31,920) for the Treasurer's department,
Mr. BERRY remarked that no alteration in the Estimates for this department
was proposed.
Mr. C. YOUNG said he was anxious
for the production, while the prf'sent vote
was under consideration, of the papers with
respect to appointments and promotions in
tIle Treasurer's department which the Treasurer promised the other night should be
. laid on the table. The honorable gentleman had previously stated that no recommendations for promotion were received by
the late Treasurer from the Under-Treasurer,
and that the former made the increases entirely on his own responsibility, and by
simply turning down in each instance the
corner of the letter of application, and
writing a memorandum thereon. It was
most desirable, in the interests of the
country, that it should be shown whether
the assertion was or was not correct.
Mr. KERFERD said the Treasurer was
ill and hadgonehome,orelsethepaperswould
unquestionably be forthcoming. In fact,
he knew that the honorahle gentleman had
them in his possession. No doubt they
would be produced on the following day, or
when the vote was reported.
Mr. C. YOUNG thought it was most extraordinary that, under the circumstances
-after all that had been said on the subject
-the papers were not now producible. It
was, of course, to be assumed that the Treasurer would have considered the documents
quite safe had he left them in the hands of
his colleagues; but, nevertheless, it was to
be observed that the present Ministry generally did not appear to have very much confidence in each other. For example, it was
stated by the Argus that, in the case of one
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of them promising not to'write any more for honorable gentleman to have said something
the newspapers, his colleagnes were not satis- which, although he believed it to be true,
fied until he gave the pledge in writing. Per- was nevertheless not warranted by the facts.
haps that circumstance would help to explain Would the Chief Secretary kindly state
why the Treasurer did not leave the papers when it was decided to abandon any alterabehind him.
(Mr. Berry-" Surely the tion of the estimates for the Treasury dehonorable member can wait for twenty-four partment?
Mr. GILLIES intimated that the dehours.") The point was that, when the
Treasurer's department was brought under cision was come to the previous day.
Mr. RICHARSON asked how many
discussion, the papers ought to have been
ready for production. Let honorable mem- officers in the Treasurer's department had
bers recollect that he (Mr. Young) sought been raised by the late Government from
to vindicate the character of an absent man. one class to another?
Mr. BERRY replied that the changes
If Ministers thought that in the remarks
he was now making there was anything in- were shown on the Estimates. There were
sulting to them, they would do well to bear now twenty 4th class clerks instead of eighin mind the statements insulting to the late teen, and an addition of two to the officers
Treasurcr they had recently made. Had of the 2nd class, and of one to those of the
matters come to this pass, that the head of 1st class.
the Government was obliged to take his
Mr. RICHARDSON said he knew of
papers home with him because he could not no good reason for the promotions, and, but
trust them wi th his colleagues for an hour for his wish not to embarrass the Government, he would move that the increases be
or two?
Mr. BERR Y said he supposed the struck out.
Treasurer expected that his department
The vote was agreed to.
would not be dealt with that evening. Had
he thought differently,. he would assuredly GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE.
have left the papers now required behind
On the vote of £45,085 to complete the
him. Of course it was not usual to pro- vote (£48,885) for the Government Printingpose the adoption of the estimates of a office,
depnrtment in the absence of its Ministerial
Mr. WALKER complain eel that Mr.
head, but he (Mr. Berry) did so on the pre- Coakley, the present overseer, had served
sent occasion, with respect to the estimates in that capacity for three years, since the
for the Treasurer's department, because it retirement of Mr. Skinner, the late overseer,
was not sought to make any change in them. without the increment properly belonging
Surely no member of the late Government to the position.
would object to the passing of their own
Mr. BERRY observed that Mr. Coaldey
Estimates. Why could not the papers the was now a 3rd class officer.
Minister of Public Works wanted to see be
Mr. BOSISTO remarked that it had
produced and discussed as well on the fol- been stated to him that a gentleman in this
lowing day as now? Again, was it quite department who was recently promoted to
discreet in the honorable member to describe the 3rd class was improperly raised over the
the allegations made respecting the late heads of his seniors.
Treaslll'er as insulting? If they proved
Mr. BERRY said he would represent
to be true, would not the adoption of such a the matter to the Treasurer. Although the
designation be found rather compromising? vote provided for certain promotions, it did
Supposing, for instance, it was shown that not follow that, if any of them was shown
the late Treasurer did turn down the corner to be not deserved, it would be ratified.
of an application for promotion and writeThe vote was agreed to, as were also the
" Let this promotion be made," there could votes of £3,524 to complete the vote
be no denying that he did an unbusinesslike (£4,224) for advertising; and the vote of
thing, but it would not follow that he acted £940 to complete the vote (£1,120) for the
in a manner derogatory to his character as Curator of Estates of Deceased Persons.
a gentleman, or as a politician.
DEFENCE OF THE COLONY.
Mr. O. YOUNG remarked that, when
On the vote of £52,285 to complete the
the allegations were made, they were intended to be insulting. Of course he did vote (£57,285) for" land forces,"
Mr. BENT asked what the present Gonob charge the head of the Government
with having said anything he knew to be vernment- would do to complete the defences
incorrect, but ,it was quite possible for the _ of the colony and get them in decent orderl
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th~y simply going to take credit for
the energetic action of the late Treasurer?
MI'. BERRY observed that, if Ministers
pursued the course the honorable member;
for Brighton sllggested, they would simply I
follow the suit of their predecessors. The:
late Treasurer, for instance, took great credit;
for action in connexion with the defences (
w~ich was practically entered upon by him:" I
self (Mr .. Berry). It would be seen, how:' :
ever, that the defence estimates of the
0' Loghlen Government were being adopted; i
The vote was agreed to, as also was the 1
vote of £18,538 to complete the vote:
(£22,538) for" naval forces.'~
"
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Mr. BE'RRY replied that the list would
be forthcoming at the earliest possible moment. N curly all the money available for
charitable institutions was, however, already
'expended.,"
. Mr. LAURENS said the present occasion affOl:tled 11im the first opportunity ·he
:had had d'J off~ring an explanation with l'e!spect to the charges against the Melbo:urne
iHospital which were made in January, 1882,
'and ofplaicingthe true side of the case be:fore Pa.rliament and the public. In doing
'this he would have to refer to a gentleman
eoccupyi~g a high official position, but he
~had not the slightest desire to injure him in
Jany way. He had, in fact, no personal illCHARITABLE INSTITUTI0N:S. ! , Jeeling whatever tO,wards him, although his
On the vote of £95,625 to complete the i "charges produced such a fright in the m/inds
vote ,(£110,625) for charitable institutions, ; 'of the public generally as to the c(;mdition
Mr. vVALKER said that he wished to :of the Melbourne I{ospital that a vast num:
bring under the notice of the Chief Secre- ' Del' of persons who needed' the aip' of, that
tary the case of Mr. Neal, Inspector of -institution Tefused to become inmates of it.
Public Charities, who was a constituent of "His statement was to the effect that every
his (Mr. Walker'S). Mr. Neal was in very 'nook and cranny of the hospital was so
bad health, and might possibly soon retire saturated with erysipelas poison that there
from the public service on that account, was 'nothing for it but pulling down the
but if he did so he would find himself very building, and the allegation was ~vowedly
unfairly placed, because his retiring allow- 'based upon the result of an inquest held on
ance would be based on his actual salary, the 6th January, upon the body of a man
whereas his present emoluments, which were named Burke. A day or two after that
simply equal to the salary of his former . date, the Age published an article on the
office in the Industrial Schools department, 'Subject, from which he (Mr. Laurens) would
-consisted partly of salary and partlyof allow- read an extract.
ances. The late Treasurer promised that - The CHAIRMAN. - The honorable
this should be rectified, and perhaps the member will not be in order in doing so.
Chief Secretary would recollect that he also,
Mr. LAURENS moved that progress be
on a former occasion, pledged himself that reported. He said that would afford him
Mr . Neal should not suffer from his change the opportunity he required.
The CHAIRMAN. -The honorable
of position.
Mr. BERRY remarked that Mr. Neal ~ember will still be out of order in reading
received £525 in salary, and a sufficiency a newspaper extract, unless it refers to the
from the item of allowances to make his question that progress be reportet.l. I gave
total income £600, which was the maximum the same ruling last session. I then found
salary of the 2nd class. It must be ad- that honorable members moved that progress
mitted that his reports on the charitable he reported with a view of ~nabling theminstitutions of the colony were most valuable, selves to read newspaper extracts which did
so much so that legislation would assuredly not refer to the question beforQ the chair,
be eventually based upon them, and it would and, after careful consideration, I arrived
be a good thing to know that his health at the conclusion that that course was unenabled him to go on with his good work. parliamentary.
.
Undoubtedly, every member of the House ; Mr. LAURENS remarked that he could
wished to see him promoted to the 1st class, aeal with the subject without reading from.a
and the Government would do all they could hewspaper. The charge made by the coroner
to bring about a satisfactory settlement of his ~as to the effect that the Melbourne Hoscase. Certainly, all that could be charged to pital was only fit for pulling down, yet what
~ere the facts? The annual report submitted
salary on his account would be so charged.
Mr. McINTYRE inquired when the to the subscribers on the 25th January last,
schedule showing the distribution of the a year after t4e charge was made, showed
charitable institutions vote would be laid on that only five deaths from erysipelas _contracted in the hospital occurred during the
the table?
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whole year, out of between 3,000 and 4,000 ]1e wished to point out that unless it could
cases treated, and most of the deaths, if be shown that erysipelas did not exist outnot all, were of intemperate persons-some side the hospital it was merely idle, because
of them absolute drunkards. The average some person of intemperate habits died from
was thus only one death for every 400 or . the disease in the institution, to draw the
500 cases treated witl1in the institution. conclusion that the hospital should therefore
Moreover, a return was presented to the be pulled down. Having in view the class of
Assembly in October last, which showed that people brought into the institution-many of
during the period from tbe 21st March totbo them from the gutter and the lowest dens of
21st October last year-seven mOllths-out the city-the results obtained at the Melof 2,316 surgical cases treated, not a single bourne Hospital would compare favorably
death occurred from this disease. These with those obtained at any institution in the
were facts which were to be preferred to world. He thought therefore a gentleman in
theories and assertions, and, as one of the the position of coroner should have paused
committee of the hospital, he would ask the before making statements which were unsuppublic to believe the facts which were placed ported by evidence or by the medical profesbefore them by the medical superintendent, sion. As to the removal of the hospital, a
who knew that he was liable to be called to special meeting of subscribers was convened
the bar of the House if he sent in a false recently to ascertain whether the majority
return to Parliament. Could better results were in favour of tllat course, yet, notwiththan he had mentioned be shown by any standing all the clamour which had been
hospital in the world? Under these cir- raised, only 13 subscribers out of a totalnumcumstances he submitted that it was a very ber of 3,000 or 4,000 were found to vote in
improper thing for a paid official, without favour of the hospital being removed, and
due consideration and without evidence, to their ground for so voting was not the insanimake such a statement as the coroner did, tary condition of the 11Ospital, but simply that
during an inquest upon a positive drunkard. they considered such an institution should be
Mr. C. YOUNG rose to a point of order. out of town.
Was the honorable member for North MelThe motion for reporting progress was
bourne (Mr. Laurens) in order in speaking put and negatived.
The vote was then agreed to, as were also
as he had done of a dead man?
The CHAIRMAN.-It has been ruled, the following votes :-£155,000 to comover and over again, that honorable members plete the vote (£310,000) for subsidies to
in this House are at liberty to speak of per- municipalities; £1,250 to complete the
sons outside, whether living or dead, in any vote (£1,500) for transport, samples, and
manner they think proper.
.
marine insurance; and £4,750 to complete
. Mr. RICHARDSON observed that he the vote (£5,000) for unforeseen and acci.
believed the honorable member for North dental expenditure.
On the vote of £6,101 to complete the
Melbourne (Mr. Laurens) had a good case,
but he would suggest that the honorable vote (£6,171) for "miscellaneous" in the
member's remarks would be more appropriate Treasurer's department,
when the vote for coroners was under
Mr. BERRY moved that the following
consideration.
item be struck out : Mr. LAURENS said he desired to say
"Refund of duty paid in the estates of certain
as little as possible regarding the coroner. deceased persons, but which under decisions of
the
Privy Council and the Supreme Court in re
He had no wish to injure that gentleman
Armitage, Bell, and Powell respectively was not
in any way, and he simply desired to defend legally payable, £4,000."
an institution which the coroner's remarks
The item was struck out.
were calculated to render less beneficial to
The
vote, reduced accordingly, was then
the public than it had been during the last
30 or 40 years. His only object in referring agreed to.
The votes of £100,000 for the Treasurer's
to intemperate persons was to show that
even the very few cases which had occurred advance, and £63,555 to complete the vote
in the hospital of deaths from erysipelas had (£77,055) for the survey, sale, and managebeen those of intemperate people. Although ment of Crown lands, were also agreed to.
only five deaths occurred last year of persons
PARKS AND GARDENS.
wh9 had contracted erysipelas in the MelOn the vote of £7,282 to complete the
bourne Hospital, of course there were many
more deaths in the institution of persons vote (£9,282) for public parks, gardens, and
who had contracted the disease outside, and reserves,
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Mr. RICHARDSON remarked that this
was the year in which the Melbourne public
gardens were to be handed over to the City
Council, and he wished to know what was to
be done with the men who were now employed
in them? If the men were dispensed with
altogether, the Government would have to
consider the question of paying them some
compensation. He thought some arrangement should be made by the Minister of
Lands, under which the men would be taken
over and employed by the Corporation.
Mr. TUCKER stated that he was now
in communication with the City Council
with a view to coming to some arrangement
on the subject.
The vote was agreed to, as were also the
following :-£5,492 to complete the vote
(£6,692) for the Botanical and Domain
Gardens; and £10,500 to complete the
vote (£12,000) for the extirpation of rabbits
and wild animals.
On the vote of £2,133 for" miscellaneous" in the Lands department,
Mr. BERRY moved that the item of
£400 for "expenses in connexion with
special boards " be reduced to £300.
The amendment was agreed to.
Mr. BERRY moved that the item of
£750 for "pumping water to Botanic
Gardens, Domain, and Albert Park Lake;
also for improvement of Albert Park
Lake," be reduced to £550.
Mr. ANDERSON inquired the reason
of the reduction?
Mr. TUCKER stated that the £200
which it was proposed to strike off was not
rcquired this year.
The amendment was agreed to.
The vote, reduced by £300, was then
adopted, as were also the following votes : £43,146 to complete the vote (£51,681) for
salaries and contingencies in the Customs
department; £23,278 to complete the vote
(£27,713) for ports and harbours and immigration; £1,277 to complete the vote
(£1,577) for mercantile marine and fishcries; £10,490 to complete the vote
(£12,850) for distilleries and excise, and
for carrying out the Licensing Act; and
.£708 to complete the vote (£838) for
powder magazines.
MR. LASCELLES.
On the vote of £989 to complete the vote
(£I,OG4) for "miscellaneous" in the Custom s department,
Mr. BERRY moved that the !ol~owing
item be struck out :-:-
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" Additional pension to Henry Lascelles, late
locker, Customs, Melbourne, bein~ difference
between amount of pension under Civil Service
Act and amount to which he is considered to be
entitled by reason of performing duty as landing waiter for 16 years, £51."

Mr. GRAVES remarked that Mr. Lascelles, who had been in receipt of a pension
for some years, had been taken back into
the department as a temporary employe in
consequence of the scarcity of gaugers. If
the item were struck out there would be
some difficulty in getting it voted again
when Mr. Lascelles was no longer required,
whereas, if it were allowed to stand, the
money would lapse into the consolidated
revenue on the 30th June.
Mr. LANGRIDGE said that the officer
was now engaged in the department, and it
did not appear right that he should be
employed and also have a pension.
Mr. GRAVES observed that the pension
lapsed into the consolidated revenue while
Mr. Lascelles was employed. He was now
over 60 years of age, and was only employed
until younger men learnt the business.
Tho item was struck out.
The vote, reduced accordingly, was agreed
to.
The resolutions were then reported to the
House.
The House adjourned at seven minutes to
eleven o'clock.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
'Wednesday, April 11, 1883.
Assent to Bill-Melbourne Hospital-Personal Explana.
tion: Mr. Hunt and the Age-Loan CorrespondenceMr. Curnow-Promotions in the Treasury-Lunatic Asylums-Maryborough Postal ArrangementsTimber Conservation-Payment of Members: Ad·
dress to the Governor-Melbourne Tramway and
Omnibus Compa.ny's Bill-The Land Question: Mr.
Mirams' Motion - Melbourne Harbour Trust Act
Amendment Bill-The Aborigines at CoranderrkSupply: Voting of the Additiona.l Estimates: Parlia·
ment Library: Legislative Assembly: Industrial
Schools: Agricultural Statistics: Public Instruction:
Mr. Joseph Geary: Treasurer's Department: Appoint.
ments and Promotions by the late Government-Pay.
ment of Members Bill.

The SPEA.KER took the chair at half-past
four o'clock p.m.
ASSENT TO BILL.
Mr. SERVICE presented a message
'from the Governor, intimating that, at the
Government offices, that day, His Excellency
gave his assent to the Railway Loan Account (1881) Application Bill.
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MELBOURNE HOSPITAL.
Mr. LAURENS said he desired to correct a statement which he made the previous
evening. When speaking, in Committee
of Supply, on the vote for charitable institutions, he said the number of deaths from
erysipelas in the Melbourne Hospital during
the year 1882 was one in every 400 or 500
cases; but, on since looking over the annual
report of the institution, he found that the
number was only one in every 698 inpatients.
PERSONAL EXPLANATION.
Mr. HUNT.-Mr. Speaker, this is the
first time since I became a Member of Parliament, about nine years ago, that I have
ventured to ask this House to listen to a
personal explanation from me; but I feel it
due to my position as a public man, and my
character as a private citizen, to call attention to a gross perversion or the truth, or
rather a fabrication, which appears in the
Age newspaper this morning. The whole
statement is untrue, except in so far as I
happen to be the chairman of the company
referred to. I will read the pa.ragraph which
1 complain of.
Mr. LAURENS.-I rise to a point of
order. 1 was stopped from reading a newspaper extract last evening, and, therefore, 1
submit it is not competent for the honorable
member for Kilmore to read one.
Mr. HUNT .-Sir, I don't think your
ruling is necessary, for we know that the
11Onorable member for North Melbourne (Mr.
Laurens) is grossly disorderly-The SPEAKER.-The honorable member is out of order in saying that another
honorable member is "grossly disprderly."
The honorable member for North Melbollrne
had a perfect right to raise the point of
order.
Mr. HUNT.-And you, sir, have the
right to rule.
The SPEAKER.-And I now rule that
the honorable member for Kilmore is out of
order in declaring the honorable membCl~ fot·
North Melbourne to be " grossly disorderly."
The honorable member for Kilmore must
withdraw the phrase before he proceeds any
further.
Mr. HUNT.-I was merely expl'ess.ing
the opinion that the honorable nlember, in
interrupting when I was making flo personal
explanation, was out of order. I ':p.lay PO
wrong in expressing thn.t opinion~
The Sr~AI\'ER.-Thore is nQ "may q
nbJut it, The honorable men\lwr- is wrong,

M1'.lIunt.

Mr. HUNT.-Then, sir, I bow to your
ruling. The paragraph I complain of is as
follows : "Information has reached us from Reedy
Creek that when the Great Extended Langridg.e
Company paid off the men for the Easter hohdays, a subscription list was laid before ~l~e
miners, with an intimation that those who did
not subscribe need not expect further employment at the mine. The SUbscription was for the
Irish Land Fund. The legal manager of the
company is Mr. Patrick Hunt, whose brother,
Mr. Thomas Hunt, M.L.A" is chairman of directors. It would be idle to say that neither of
them are aware of the intimidation used at the
mine in order to induce the miners to subllcribe
liberally towards the Irish Land Fund. As a
matter of fact, five of the men who refused to
subscribe were not re-employed after the Easter
holidays although they are acknowledged to be
thoroughly capable workmen. The general body
of shareholders surely cannot be aware of, and
do not sanction, the unscrupulous means adopted
by the Messrs. Hunt for raising funds to aid the!r
co-religionists ill Ireland in carrying out their
detestable schemes of assassination and government by dynamite."
So far as I am concerned, as chairman of
the direetors of this company, I may mention that before the Easter holidays.1 had
devoted my attention to the propriety of
changing the mining managership. The
mining manager was then a Mr. Kelly-I
think, a countryman and co-religionist of
my own; but 1 care not to allude to a man's
country or religion, because in the electorate
I represent in Parliament I am supported
by' all classes-I am treated most generously by men of all countries' and creeds.
I entertained the belief that Mr. Kelly did
not perform his duties satisfa~tori]y, and 1
ealled the attention of the directors to the
circumstance, and asked ther1t to agree to
liis removaL The directors objected, for the
reason that., although Mr. Kelly was not
considered a very capable manager, he was
competent to control matters in connexion
with the working of the battery. For that
reason Mr. Kelly'S services were retained
for a short time longer, but ultimately he
wa'S dismissed, and Mr. Fraser, a Scotch.
man, and, 1 believe, a Presbyterian, was
appointed in his stead. As soon as he was
appointed, Mr. Fraser told the directors
that he wanted to get rid of every man
employed in the mine, with the view of substituting for them, jf possible, a class of
'men who would do the work more efficiently
than it had been done previously; and the
result was that it was arranged that~
when Easter came, every man should be.
dismissed, with the intention, if possible J
of getting better mon, and re-employing
those of the old hands whom he deemed
wQrth re-employment. Mr. Fraser was
plf\.Qo4 in the 1?os~tion of dismissing or
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employing any man or men he chose; and
that position he occupies now. Accordingly,
on the Thursday immediately before Easter,
every man was dismissed.
An HONORABLE MElIiBER.-How many?
Mr. HUNT.-About 40; and the manager, without any interference or movement
on the part of the dircctors, employed new
men; and the result was thfit in the first
nine days 90 tons of stuff were raised,
whereas the average per fortnight hfid previously been some 40 or 50 tons. What
was done was done in the interests of the
shareholders. As to a snbscription list
being sent round to the miners, I can only
say that the first I knew of it WfiS from reading the Age paragraph. I' know nothing
beyond; and I can only say that if a brother
of mine, in connexion with a. company in
which I was concerned, dared to circulate
anything of the kind among the compa.ny's omployes, I would be one of the
first to arrange for his dismissal. I assert
that there is not a. single word of truth in
the Age paragraph; and I SfiY, as a journalist of twenty years' standing, that it is n
disgrace to journalism for a newspaper of
the standing of the Age to give currency
to such a yillanous report-a report for
which there is not the slightest foundation
in fact. In view or the proceedings which
will be instituted, I will not extend my remarks. In conclusion, I haye only to express the hope that, in futUre, the Age will
hesitate to publish such an infamous, viIlanous, and ruffianly libel as that to which I
have called attention.
LOAN CORRESPONDENCE.
Mr. PATTERSON asked the Premier
whether he had any objection to lay on the
table the correspondence, relating to the
floating of the £4,000,000 loan which passed
between the late Government and the AgentGeneral?
Mr. SERVICE.-I think it has been the
rule to by on the table the correspondence
with reference to every loan. The correspondence now asked for is hardly complete.
I am expecting one or two letters from the
Agent-General, and there is a hiatus in the
.correspondence which we are endeavouring
',to fill up.
Mr. PATTERSON.-Something wanting?
Mr. SERVICE.-Some parts of the
,correspondence are wanting. Some tol~-;
gntllls were sent or which)\o rnpies were
kept. ',Ve have hnd to write to the Agellt,General to send out copios of certain letters
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and telegrams of which there are no copies
in the Treasury. I may mention that a
great deal of t.he correspondence is marked
"private and confidentiaL"
I am not
aware whether that course has been adopted
on previous occasions, but I am told that it
bas not been usufil for correspondence between the Agent-General and the Government to be so marked or so treated. In
point of fact, it seems to me that letters on
public business ought to be regarded as
public property. I don't know whether the
House desires to give the Treasurer power
to produce the telegrams antllcttcrs marked
" priv~te and confidential " ?
Se\79rnl HONORATILE MElIIBERs.-Certainly.
Mr. ANDERSON.-Al'e the lctters so
marked letters seut or letters rcceived ?
Mr. SERVICE.-They arc letters re. ceived. The late Trea.surer, on going out
of office, left. a memorandum stating that
he did not think some portions of the corl;cspondence should be made public without
. the consent of the Agent-General and the
outgoing Govcrnmcnt. The situation alto: gethcr is somewhat puzzling. My impres: sion, fmm what I have read, is that the
; Agent-General would not object to finy of
his correspondence being published, and
thcrefore I don't quite undcrstfind why the
,memorandum should have been left by the
, late Treasurer. Any expression of opinion
I on the pfirt of the lfite Treasurer, consistent
, with my public duty, I would feel hound to
: respect; but, if asked by the House to lay
: the correspondence on the table, I very
much doubt whether I would be justified in
: withholding a portion of that correspondence
i simply because of the Treasurer's request.
'The correspondence is very voluminous, and
: I doubt whether it can be produced before
! the recess.
An HONORABLE MElIfBER.-Why?
. Mr. SERVICE.-Because it is not complete. One or the troubles I have had in
connexion with the matter is owing to the
fact that a yery large file of letters, telegrams, and other papers, wIdch the U nderTreasurer had never seen or heard of, was
handed over to that gentleman only on the
,day the late Treasurer went out of office;
. and owing to that fact-the fact that a
: great deal of the correspomlel~ce ,~as retained by the Inte Treasurer 111 IllS own
PQ:;S{l~~ion-the Undcr-Trefisnrer ~vas not
in a position when l tQo]t office to give even
agcnol'fl.litloaotwhathmllicellgoingoll: In
one OL' tWq ca.ses the existellee or letters wa~
di:;cov~l'eq by clcl'l~s in t4e cQn'eSpOlldence
I
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branch, through a reference to their dates
and numbers being contained in other communications. Of telegrams sent to England, there were between 20 and 30, of which
there were no copies in the Treasury. Copies
of two or three have been obtained from the
Melbourne telegraph office, and some have
been repeated back from Adelaide; but there
are, I think, 11 of which there is no trace of
any sort except the numbers, and for copies
of these I have written to the AgentGeneral. The question is whether the completion of the correspondence ought to be
waited for before any papers are placed on
the table.
Mr. PATTERSON said that, in view of
the very startling statement which the
Premier had made, he would give notice of
motion for the production of the correspondence.
MR. CURNOW.
Major SMITH asked the Chief Secretary
whether the Government intended to propose an additional reward to Mr. Curnow
for the action which he took in averting the
sacrifice of human life by the Kelly outbreak
at Glenrowan? Mr. Curnow had already
been voted £550 on the recommendation
of the Police Commission, but the late
Government promised a further reward of
£450.
Would that promise be carried
out?
Mr. BERRY said the additional reward
was provided for on the Estimates.
PROMOTIONS IN THE TREASURY"
Mr. SERVICE handed to Mr. C. Young
the whole of the papers relating to the promotions in the Treasury by the late Government, asked for by the honorable member
on a previous evening.
.LUNATIC ASYLUMS.
Mr. GRAVES said he had been requested by the late Premier to make a
statement with regard to something which
occurred in Committee of Supply the previous
evening. During the discussion on the
Lunatic Asylum vote, the Chief Secretary
remarkedII It has been said that the late Premier wrote
to an A rarat official that his salary should be
raised £50. No Premier ought to do that."

No doubt, the Chief Secretary, in saying
this, only repeated. what Imd previously been
remarked by the honorable member for
Ararat. (Mr. Berry-" I simply called
attention to his statement.") But he (Mr.
Graves) was instructed to say 'that Sir
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Bryan O'Loghlen never wrote to anyone
on the subject, and inquiry showed that no
letter was written. An increase of £50 in
the salary of the official referred to was
provided on the Estimates, on the recommendation of Dr. Paley, by the late Chief
Secretary. But Sir Bryan O'Loghlen knew
nothing about the matter, and was not even
acquainted with the name of the individual.
Mr. McLELLAN remarked that he was
very sorry if he had made a statement which
was not true. At the same time he must
mention that, while at Ararat, he was given
to understand that certain officials at the
lunatic asylum had received communications
from the late Government that their salaries
would be increased; and he took it for
granted that the statement was correct.
POSTAL DEPARTMENT.
Mr. BOWMAN asked the PostmasterGeneral whether he was aware that there
was a deficiency in the number of lettercarriers and deliveries in Maryborough, and,
if so, whether he would give the matter his
immediate attention?
Mr. BERRY said he had been informed
by the Deputy Postmaster-General that
there did not appear to be any immediate
necessity for increasing the Post-office staff
at Maryborougll, beyond employing an additional messenger. The probability was
that, in a short time, an additional messenger would be appointed. Maryborough
would then have four messengers or letter.
carriers, which would be quite as large a
staff as was allowed to any town of corre·
sponding size and population.
TIMBER CONSERVATION.
Mr. BOWMAN inquired of the Minister
of Agricult).lre whether he wa·s aware of the
wilful destruction of young timber in the
forest reserves, and would take some action
to have it stopped? The destruct.ion was
carried on to a frightful extent, even with
the knowledge of Government officials.
Truck-load after truck-load of young timber
was conveyed to the railway stations, and
there was not the slightest interference on
the part of the police. He was inclined to
think that provision should be made in the
new Local Government Bill to vest the control of the forests in the shire councils.
Mr. LEVIEN said he was not prepared
to say whether the Government were disposed to place the control of the forest reserves in the hands of the local bodies. He
was informed by the Secretary for Agriculture that instructions ~~~ been gi ven fo~ al~
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persons found cutting timber in the State
forests to be prosecuted, and the timber confiscated. During the last three months, 207
convictions had been obtained for cutting
timber contrary to the regulations, one of
which was that no timber of less than a
certain diameter should be cut.
Mr. FINK asked if the attention of the
Minister of Agriculture had been specially
directed to the extensive destruction of young
timber on reserves in the Maryborough and
Talbot districts?
.
Mr. LEVIEN said his attention had
not been specially directed to the destruction
of young timber in those districts, but he
would cause inquiries to be made into the
matter.
EXPENDITURE UNDER LOAN.
Mr. GILLIES presented an estimate of
expenditure proposed to be incurred during
the current financial year under the Railway Loan Act (1881) and the Railway
Loan Account (1881) Application Act.
The estimate was ordered to be taken
into consideration next day~
PAYMENT OF MEMBERS.
The orders of the day No.1 to 6, general
business, and a number of motions standing
on the notice-paper in the names of private
members, having been postponed by consent,
Mr. GILLIES movedcr That this House will now resolve itself into
a committee of the whole to consider the following resolutions :" 1. That it is expedient that provision be
made for reimbursing members of the.Legislative Assembly their expenses in relation to their
attendance in Parliament.
"2. That an address be presented to His Excellency the Governor praying that the necessary
steps may be taken to effect this object."

He said he believed that a large majority of
honorable members-in fact, an overw helming
majority-were in favour of the continuance
of the existing system of payment of members
of the Legislative Assembly. Payment of
members had now been the law of the land
for several years, and he had no doubt that
a majority of the constituencies, from which
honorable members had just returned, were
still in favour of the principle. He did not
propose to alter the character of the law at
present on the statute-book, but simply to
re-enact it. The question as to whether
the system of payment of members should
be made permanent was one that ought
to be deci~ed by a Parliamel}t i1} !}O yray
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interested in the law that it was proposed to
pass. A proper time to consider that question would be in the last session of this
Parliament. At present, as he had already
stated, he was not asking that the existing
law should be changed in any way, but
merely that it should be continued exactly
as it stood. The Bill which he intended to
introduce would therefore provide that the
measure should come into operation at the
end of this session of Parliament, and continue in force until the end of the first session
of the next Parliament.
Mr. HALL seconded the motion.
After a pause,
Mr. McINTYRE said he trusted that
this very important question would not be
allowed to go by the board. Surely some
honorable member had something to say
in regard to it. (Mr. Gardiner-" Yes, for
increasing the payment.") He was quite
certain that the honorable member for Carlton would not object to an increase, and, no
doubt, the honorable member's great services
as a member of the Assembly entitled him
to special consideration. The principle of
payment of members, however, was a matter
which should be seriously discussed. Attention ought to be called to the circumstance
that the Bill which was about to be introduced was a semi-Government measure.
(" No.") The fact that a Minister of the
Crown was going to take charge of it indicated, at all events, that the sympathy of
the Government was with the Bill. It was
certainly very inconsistent for the Premier,
who in the past had strongly opposed payment of members, to allow such a prominent
colleague as the Minister of Railways
to take the matter up. On a previous
occasion the Bill was introduced by a
private member, who had very great
difficulty in getting it through; and if
the matter were not in the hands of
the astute Minister of Railways there
would probably be the same difficulty now.
No doubt a large majority of honorable
members were in favour of continuing the
existing law, and therefore probably it was
folly to attempt to prevent the attainment
of their desire, but he felt it his duty to
state that he had not changed his opinions
in regard to payment of members. He had
always been opposed to the system. His
early experience in connexion with mining
boards had convinced him that the payment
of members of legislative bodies was a mistake. He was a member of a mining board
when those institutions were first established, and, in his opinion, they had not
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well as they would have'done

if the members of them had not been paid.

(Mr. vVoods-" They were paid from the
first.") At the second and subsequent
elections a different class of gentlemen were
elected from the first members of the
mining boards-men who had not the same
amount of knowledge of the requirements
of the miners. He attributed the deterioration of the mining boards to the fact of
the members being paid. As to' the payment of members of the Legislative Assembly, at one time in the historyof the colony,
when men had to struggle to make their
own living, and could ill afford to leave
their private busine~ses in order to attend to
the affairs of the country, there might perllaps have been good grounds for adopting
the system; but there were now in the
colony a large number of gentlemen who
had acquired a sufficient competency to
enable them to represent constituencies
without payment, and there was, therefore,
no necessity to continue the system. If
payment was continued, he thought that
the present system ought to be altered, so
that country members, who had to leave
their businesses and come to Melbourne to
attend to their parliamentary duties, should
be paid more than town members, who
looked. upon Parliament as a club where
thcy could spend their evenings' pleasantly without neglecting their private
occupations during the day.
What did
the country members say to £1,000 a
yeai'? That woulu be a fair thing to start
with. And what did town members say to
£500 per anllum? That would not be very
bad remulleration for them. Again, why
should not extra remuneration be awarded
to those honorable members who did a special
amount of work for the benefit of the country? He, at all events, could not allow the
present system to be renewed without entering his protest against it. He was surprised at the attitude taken up on the subject by Ministers. The House had been
told that there was no sacrifice of principle
in the formatioll of the pre&ent coalition
Government; but were not half the members of tho Government in favour of payment of members and half against it? 'IV as
there no sacrifice of principle in allowing
a prominent member of the Cabinet to
introd uco the Bill when the Cabinet itself was divided upon it ? He did not
understand. why the measure shoulU be
brought forward by any Minister, considering tho diiToronce of opinion which
()xisted in the Cabinet on the subject. He
Mr. McIntyre.
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certainly hoped the Premier would take advanta.ge of his position, and show, not only
that he was as much opposed to the measure
as ever he was, but that he was no party t9'
its introduction. Although he knew that
the feeling of a majority of the House wasin favour of the proposed Bill, he was bound
to repeat that there were ample gentlemen
in the colony who were quite able and willing
to represent the people in the Legislativ.e
Assembly without payment, and, therefore,
thtlre was no necessity for it. He believed
that payment of members was injurious to
the best interests of the country. If it was·
continued, it ought to be placed on a differ..
ent footing from the present system. When
the Bill came before the House he would
endeavour to have it amended in th~ direction or either paying members according to
their attendances, or of paying country members a higher rate than town members, for
the former had to make far greater sacri-.
fices than the latter in order to discharge
their legislative duties. The other Chamber
would have an opportunity of dealing with
the Bill, and he trusted. that they would
feel that they had a duty to perform; and
would. not neglect to do it, however large
might· be the vote by which the measure was
carried in the Assembly.
Mr. A.T. CLARK stated that he desired
to suggest to the M.inister of Rail ways that
. it would be a courteous and graceful act
. towards the other House to introduce a
separate measurj3 for the payment of :members of the Council, so as to give them the
opportunity of either passing or rejecting payment for themselves. Considerable
changes had taken place in the other House
since the Reform Bill came into operation;
and he was informed. that a majority of the
members might be inclined to agree to a
separate measure for the payment of members of the Council. Such a Bill could be
originated only in the Assembly, but he was
quite certain that a majority of the members of the Assembly would be only too
glad to afford the members of the Council
the opportunity of accepting or rejecting
payment.
Mr. WRIXON remarked that he had
never been able to vote for payment of members, but, assuming tllat the country had·returned a majority in favour of it, he would·
ask the Minister of Railways to make provision in the proposed Bill for the payment
of members of both Houses. If the Assembly passed a Bill simply to pay themselves, they would place themselves in a very
undignified and unworthy position. If the
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principle of indemnifying members of the
Legislature their expenses in relation to
·their attendance in Parliament was a sound
one, why should it not be applied to the
members of both Houses? He could understand that if the Assembly passed a Bill
providing for the payment of members of
both Houses, and the members of the Council,
entertaining strong objections to being paid,
insisted upon the measure being divided into
two, there might be reasons for adopting that
course; but, surely, it was· undignified for
the members of the Assembly, at the very
outset, to pass a Bill declaring that they only
would be paid. If the country had returned
a majority in favour of the principle of
paying Members of Parliament, he did not
see-although, personally, he had always
opposed the principle-why a Bill should
not be passed for the payment of members
of both Houses. He thought that course
ought to be adopted rather than the suggestion of the honorable member for
Williamstown.
.Mr. ZOX concurred with the view expressed by the honorable member for Portland. He thought that to pass a Bill
providing for the payment of members of
~he Assembly only would be to draw a most
invidious distinction between the two
branches of the Legislature. If members
of the Assembly laboured under the impression that payment was proper, surely they
ought to give the members of the other
House an opportunity of accepting or rejectingpaymentforthemselves. He was opposed
to payment of members, and always had
been, but he admitted that every member
who, while objecting to the principle, received
the emolument laid himself. open to adverse
criticism. (An Honorable Member-" Nonsense.") That view, at all events, was entertained in some quarters, and he thought that
there was a grent deal of truth in it. The
llOnorable member for Maldon had made a
suggestion which deserved serious consideration. Why should members who sometimes
were absent from the House for weeks together
receive the same amount of remuneration as
members who were constantly in their places?
When the Bill was before the House, he
would support an amendment in the direction of paying members according to their
attendances if the honora,ble member for
Maldon would propose one. He also hoped
that the Minister of Railways would see his
way to adopt the suggestion of the honorable
member for Portland.
Mr. WALKER said he thought that the
system of payment of members which had
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hitherto been in force, and which it was now
proposed to continue, was altogether inconsistent and illogical. Country and town
members, for instance, received the same
rate of payment, although they occupied
totally different positions. He drew attention to this in 1880, and proposed that
there should be three distinct rates of payment. Another great inconsistency was
that members were paid during a recess,
yet if a new member was elected in the
course of a recess his payment did not commence until he took his seat. If it was
right that any members should be paid in
the recess, why should not a member elected
when Parliament was not sitting commence
to receive payment from the date of his
election? The whole system, he repeated,
was altogether illogical. vYith reference to
the members of the Legislative Council not
being paid, he held that the two branches
of the Legislature occupied a totally different position. The Assembly was subj'ect
to dissolution, but the Council was not •
There had been three dissolutions of the
Assembly in three years. Again, in connexion with the election of members of the
Assembly there were expenses· aUowed by
law, but which ought not to be permitted.
Payment of members of the Assembly was
a farce while the possible expenses to which
those members might be put in connexion
with their election were as heavy as they
were now. Why did not the Government
deal with that question? (Mr. Berry......
"vYe intend to do so.") He believed! that
members generally would not beout of pocket
were payment done away with if, at the
same time, unnecessary expenses at electiOlt
times were also abolished. An Act ought
to be passed forbidding the holding of
election meetings of any kind, including
committee meetings, at public-houses. He
did not propose to discuss the question of
payment of members at the present stage 1
but he would reserve to himself the right
of speaking upon it on the second reading
of the Bill which it was intended to introduce. He hoped that the question would
be thoroughly debated when the Bill was·
before the House, and that honorable mem ..
bers would discuss not only the principle
of payment, but also, if the principle was.
right, whether the present system of payment was the proper one.
The House divided on the motionAyes ...
43
28
Noes ...
Majority fo!, the ulOtioll

15

l
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Mr. Herr.y,
.. BillsOll,
" Bolton,
" Bowman,
" Ca.meron,
" Connor,
., Cooper,
" D. M. Davies,
,. Deakin,
" Duffy,
" Ga.rdiner,
" Gillies,
" Grant,
" Graves,
" Hall,
,; A. Harris,
" Hunt,
" James,
" Langdon,
" Laurens,
" McColl,
" Macgregor,

AYES.

Mr. McLean,
" McLellan,
" J. J. Madden,
" W. Madden,
" Mirams,
" Nimmo,
" Patterson,
" Pearson,
" Hees,
" Heid,
" Richardson,
" Rose,
" Russell,
Major ::;mith,
Mr. Toohey,
" Tucker,
;, Uren,
" Woods,
" A. Young.
Telle1·s.
Mr. Bell,
" A. T. Clark.

NOl!:s.

Mr. Orkney,
Mr. Anderson,
Bent,
" Service,
" Shackell,
" Bosisto,
" Shiels,
" Burrowes,
tJ
Coppin,
" C. Smith,
M. H. Davies,
" Staughton,
Walker,
" Derham,
t, Gibb,
" Wheeler,
" Wrixon,
" Harper,
" J. Harris,
" Yeo,
Kerierd,
" C. Young.
" Keys,
,. Levien,
Tellers.
" McIntyre,
Mr. Fink,
" Moore,
" Zox.
The House then resolved itself into committee.
Mr. GILLIES moved"That it is expedient that provision be made
:for reimbursing members of the Legislative
Assembly their expenses in relation to their
attendance in l'arliament."
Mr. WRIXON asked the Minister of Railways whether he had considered the suggestion that the resolution should embrace both
Houses? There appeared to be very grave
objection to the Assembly spontaneously
passing a Bill which merely provided for
payment for themselves.
Mr. GILLIES remarked that the Bill
he proposed to introduce would be really
only a continuing Bill. He had always
been strongly opposed to the payment of
only one branch of the Legislature, because
he thought such a system placed the Legislative Ass~mbly in a very invidious position
as compared with the Council. On the
first occasion the distinction was made he
strongly opposed it, but it would be remembered that the Legislative Council absolutely
refused payment, and the only way in which
the views of the Assembly in favour of
payment of members could be carried out
was by sending up to the Council two
separate Bills, one providing for the Assembly and the other for the CQtll1cjl. If the
':-.
\

,'.
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Upper House, in consequence of the additional members who had since been elected,
had changed its opinion on the question, it
could express its views by passing a resolution and communicating it by message to
the Assembly, in which Chamber only could
Money Bills be initiated. It would scarcely
be a fair thing, the Legislative Council
having distinctly and positively refused to
accept.payment on the last ')ccasion, for the
Assembly to now insist that the members
of the Upper House should be paid, whether
they liked it 01' not. He thought that the
Assembly would be going out of its way,
when it was merely proposed to continue an
expiring law, if it were to insist on passing
a new law which the other House had
previously rejected.
Mr. WALKER observed that the Legislative Council of to-day was a very different
body from the Legislative Council prior to
the elections under the Reform Act. (Mr.
Mirams-" Not at all.") There were twelve
additional members who had been elected
under the new const.itution of the Council,
and several of the old members had also been
returned under the extended franchise. The
Minister of Railways wanted to place the
Legislative Council in the position, if
they were in favour .of payment, of havlllg
to say to the Assembly-" We will pass
payment for you, but we want you to pass
payment for us." The Council were to pass
this Bill, and then to send down an intimation that they desired payment for themselves. It was not proper that a branch of
the Legislature should be placed in such a
position, and it would be much the better
course to afford the Council an opportunity
of passing or rejecting a Bill for payment
of the members of that House.
Mr. ZOX said that since the last Payment of Members Act was passed the
Legislative Council was supposed to have
been more liberalized, and payment of members was one of the principal planks in the
liberal platform. He had no hesitation in
expressing the opinion that an opportunity
should be afforded to the other Chamber of
either accepting or rejecting payment for
themselves, so that the Council might be
able to discuss the whole question on its
merits. It must be remembered that twelve
new members had been added to the Upper
Chamber by the Reform Act. (Mr. Mirams
-" Only two of them are in favour of payment of members.") That was as far as the
honorable member knew. (Mr. Mirams"They expressed their views before the
country.") How many members of, the
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A~s~mbly had acted diametrically opposite to
opllllons they expressed before the country?
For the Assembly to pass a Bill which
practically asserted that it was the only
House worthy of payment would create a
most invidious distinction.
Mr: HARPER remarked that he was
opposed to payment of members because he
believed that the system had not had a beneficial effect on the politics of the colony, but
at the present stage of matters he thought it
was almost a waste of time to discuss the
form in which the Bill should be sent up to
the Legislative Council. The honorable
member for Boroondara had stated that the
present Legislative Council was practically a
new body, but he (Mr. Harper) believed that
nearly all the new members who had been
elected under the Reform Act had pledged
themselves to oppose payment of members
for the Council. It was unfair to suppose
that those gentlemen would be false to their
promises to the country, and, at all events
he did not think that the Assembly should
step out of its way to try to legislate for the
other Chamber. As the Minister of Railwa~s h~d said, if the Council had changed
theIr VIews on the question they could indicate the alteration, and no doubt the majority
of the Assembly who were in favour of payment of members would support a measure
for payment of members of the Council.
Under present circumstances, however it
would be almost an insult for the Assem'bly
to pass a 13ill for payment of members of the
other House, and he trusted that the Minister
of ~ailways would adhere to his proposition
as It stood.
The motion was agreed to.
Mr. GILLIES moved-

0

"That an address be presented to His Excellency the Governor praying that the necessary
~teps may be ~aken to effect the object mentioned
111 the foregolllg resolution."

The motion was agreed to.
The resolutions were then reported to the
House and adopted.
MELBOURNE TRAMWAY AND
OMNIBUS COMPANY'S BILL.
Mr. GILLIES moved'.' That ~n the. standing orders relating to
prIvate Bllls prIor to the order for the third
r~ading of. a Bill be suspended, and that leave be
gIven to llltroduce a Bill illtituled 'a Bill to
authorize t~e ¥elbourne Tramway and Omnibus
qO?1pany LImIted to construct tramways in the
CItIes of Melbourne, Fitzroy Collingwood
Prahran, ~nd Hichmond, and' the towns of
Emerald HIll and Hotham and the boroughs of
S.t. Kilda, Brunswick,Kew; Hawthorn, and Sandrl?ge, and for othe! purposes,' a~d that the said
Bill be read a first time, a second time.. committed
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to a select committee, and reported, and that the
report be considered at the stage reached by the
House on the 20th December, 1882."
~e rema~ked ~hat wha~

he now proposed
conneXlOn With the Tramway and Omnibus Company's Bill had been done on
former occasions when a, private Bill which
had entailed considerable expense a;ld had
gone through a number of its stages, was
lost through a sudden proroga,tion and
dissolution. Under such circumstances, in
the following session the Bill was placed in
t?e same. position that it occupied at the
tIme ParlIament was prorogued and he did
no~ n:nticipate t1~at there wo~ld be any
obJectIon to followmg the esta,blished pL·a,ctice
in the present case.
Mr. CUNNINGHAM seconded the
motion.
Mr. WALKER observed that honora.ble
members would recollect that, wIlen the Bill
was in the hands of the select committee
the Hawthorn and Kew lines were strncl~
out on the ground that the routes were
unsuitable, and with the intention of substituting more desirable routes. The select
committee found, however, that they had
no power to insert other routes, aOnd consequently there were now no tramways for
Kew and Hawthorn in the Bill a,lthough
the title of the measure set fo~·th that it
included lines to those suburbs. He wished
to know how the honorable inember who had
chaorge of the Bill intended to supply the
deficiency? He (Mr. Walker) understood
t~at ~he Ho.use could not insert any new
hnes III a pnvate Tramway Bill as certain
formalities had to be observed. '
Mr. GILLIES stated that it was intended
to introduce a Bill for certain lines which
could not be inserted in the present Bill
and the ma,tter to which the honorabl~
member for Boroondara had alluded would
be dealt with in that measure.
Mr. McINTYRE remarked tha,t he had
no intention of opposing the motion, as he
had given the Bill to which it referred a
fair support, but he desired to refer to a
matter connected with the measure. A late
member of the House took a very active
part in connexion with the Bill last session
and exerted himself strongly in the publi~
interest to endeavour to render the measure
what he believed it should be. He (Mr.
McIntyre) believed that tha, t gentleman
suffered severely at the late election in consequence of his action in the matter. A
company of this kind, however should know
that it was unfair and improper for them
to exercise their influence against gentlemen
11l
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whG simply did their duty in resisting in owing to his opposition to the Bill, it might
the public interest thc establishment of just as well be said that he (Mr. Langridge)
monopolies unless under conditions which was returned for Oollingwood for the same
protected the public to some extent. The reason. The fact was, however, that many
late honorable member for St. Kilda (Mr. other influences combined to produce both
.
Carter) had the whole power of the Tram- results.
way and Omnibus Oompany against him at
Mr. ZOX considered that, in justice to
the late election, and he had very good the company, the Bill should be reinstated
ground of complaint. (Mr. Gillies-" That . in its former position in consequence of· the
is not correct.") Probably the company as expense which had been entailed in connexion
a company did. not oppose Mr. Oarter, but 'with it. As to Mr. Oarter, without saying
he undoubtedly suffered. very severely from anything about the cause of 11is defeat, he
the opposition of gentlemen who were largely (Mr. Zox) was bound to state 'that but for
interested in the company, and simply be- that gentleman the House would not have
cause he had done his duty in the public 'been seised of ailything like "the information
interest. The House ought to resent such which it had obtained through the interest
interference on tho part of any company. taken by Mr. Carter in exposing what he
Some important amendments were given conceived to be wrong, and supporting what
notice of by Mr. Carter which had not been he thought to be right. If the company did
dealt with when the dissolution took' place, oppose Mr. Carter's re-election for St. Kilda.
and, now that that gentleman 'was out of their action was thoroughly; unjustified, but
the House,. he (Mr. McIntyre) hoped that he (Mr. Zox) did not say whether such Was
the Minister of Customs and the Minister the case or not.
of Lands would, in accordance with the
The motion was agreed to.
opinions they expressed last session, see
Mr. GILLIES movedthat these matters were properly attended
. "That the House will direct that the fees
to. He trusted that the House would also ordinarily charged in respect of private Bills be
not charged this session to the j)etitioners for
take notice of the action of any company the
Melbourne Tramway and Omnibus Comwhich brought its influence to bear against pany's Bill up to the stage reached by the House
a member simply because he did his duty. on the 20th December, 1882."
Mr. CUNNINGHAM seconded the mo(Mr. Gillies-" The company did not interfere at all.") He accepted the honorable tion, which was agreed to.
member's denial, but the impression was
THE LAND QUESTION.
very strong in the public mind that they did
On the order of the day for resuming the
-at all events as individuals.
Mr. GILLIES observed that the honor- debate (adjourned from April 4) on Mr.
able member ought to know that one of the Mirams' motion in favour of at once stopleading members of the company-one of ping the further alienation of Crown lands,
its directors-worked as hard as he possibly pending the production of full information.
could to secure the return of Mr. Carter, respecting the transfer of selections, and
and would have been present nt the banquet pending further legislation,
Mr. TUCKER intimated that, while he
given to that gentleman but that he was
was quite willing ~o continue the debate,
confined to his bed by illness.
. Mr. McINTYRE said he could corrobor- which was adjourned on his motion, as there
ate the statement of the Minister of Rail- were only five minutes remaining of the time.
ways, but one swallow did not make a allotted for giving precedence to private
summer, and the fact remained that Mr. members' business, he thought it would be
Carter had the opposition of the company well to further adjourn the debate for a
against -him at his election merely because week.
Mr. MIRAMS asked the Speaker whehe had done his public duty.
Mr. LANGRIDGE remarked that he ther the Minister of Lands, having moved
had just the same feeling with regard to the the adjournment of the debate on the last
Bill now as he had last session. He under- occasion the motion was before the House,
stood, however, that the object of the present could now move it again ?
The SPEAKER.-I think any motion
motion was simply to keep the Bill alive,
and he would, therefore, offer no opposition for the adjournment of the debate should be
to it, as he did not desire to take an unfair made on this occasion by another honorable
advantage of any company. As to the state- member.
Mr. McCOLL moved the adjournment of
ment of the honorable member for Maldon
that M-r.Carter was defeated at St. Kilda the debate.
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Mr. l\URAMS expressed the hope that
the House would not agree to the adjournment of the debate, and that the Ministry
would not try to get out of the responsibility
of coming to a eli vision on the question.
(Mr. Kerferd -" There are only a few
minutes left.") A division could be taken
in that time. (Mr. Gillies-" What! without any reply to all you said? ") The
House should do eitl1er one thing or the
other-either continue the debate or come
to a division on the question. Of course,
if the Government desired to take advantage of the forms of the House in ordm'
to shelve the motion, he (Mr. Mirams)
could not help their doing so, but it should
be clearly understood that those tactics
were being resorted to on this important
question.
Mr. TUCKER remarked that the Government had not the slightest intention of
shelving the question. He had been engaged
in obtaining statistics which would show
that the honorable member for Collingwood
(Mr. Mirams) was utterly at sea in a large
number of his statements. At the present
time a number of the civil servants were
engaged in making no less· than 36,000
searches at the Titles-office, at the instance
of the honorable member. Their labours
would probably cost not less than £500, yet,
before the result was made known, the honorable member for Collingwood asked the
House to take the peculiar step of superseding an Act of Parliament by a declaratory
resolution. The whole object of the honorable member, in obtaining the return which
had been ordered by the House on his
motion, was to ascertain the number of
transfers of selections under three Acts of
Parliament which were now repealed. The
honorable member did not ask to whom the
lands had been transferred, nor did he follow
the land from the first grantee any further
than to the next owner. The information he
sought was of the most worthless kind, apart
from the expense entailed in obtaining it.
What the honorable member really wanted
to learn could have been supplied by the
Surveyor-General in a few words. In a report he (Mr. Tucker) had obtained from that
officer, he said,
"Under the Acts of 1860, 1862, and 1865, the
settlement of population on the lands of the
colony utterly failed, the selections made having
been transferred, either to the adjoining landowners resident on their properties, or to capitalists who desired to become landed proprietors
pn a large scale."

That was really all the honorable member
wanted to ascertain.···
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At this stage, the time allotted for giving
precedence to private members' business
having expired, the debate stood adjourned
until Wednesday, April 18.
MELBOURNE HARBOUR TRUST
ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
Mr. SERVICE moved for leave to introduce a Bill to amend the Melbourne Harbour Trust Act 187G.
Mr. KERFERD seconded the motion,
which was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read a
first time.
Mr. SERVICE moved the second read.
ing of the Bill. The previous night he
fully explained the object of the measure.
It would not confer any further powers or
borrowing on the Harbour Trust, but would
simply enable it to borrow upon debentures
in London instead of upon mortgage.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then read a second time, and
committed.
On clause 1, which set forth the title Of
the measure,
Mr. A. T. CLARK said that at twentyfive minutes past six o'clock that evening,
when the period allotted to private members'
business expired by effluxion of time, he
left the chamber, naturally assuming that
no other business would be done between
then and half-past six, when the refreshment
hour would iutervene, but he had found since
that in that five minutes' interval the Bill
now under consideration was read a first
and second time, and committed. He
admitted that he was to blame for absenting
himself from the chamber at all, but never~
theless, in view of the hurried way in which
the Bill had been dealt with so far, and the
fact that only "proof" copies of it had
yet been circulated, he hoped the Govern..
ment would consent to go no further with
it that night. Not that he had any intention
of opposing the measure; on the contrary,
he regarded it as advantageous, inasmuch
as it would enable the trust to borrow funds
in the English market. In the next place;
he would seize the present opportunity of
making a complaint respecting certain action
recently taken on behalf of the trust. On
the previous day a gentleman who had spent
a very large sum in yachting, and had built
a. splendid yacht, was fined heavily at the
Williamstown police court for not removing
his vessel from what was described as the
fair-way to an utterly unsuitable place. No
doubt the adjudicating magistrates thought
they were doing, their duty, but there weJe
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several circumstances surrounding the case
tha.t ought to be noticed. He might add
that the ha.rbour master under the trust
had indicated that the whole of the yachts
lying off Williamstown would have to be
removed to the same unsuitable place. The
owners of those yachts caused the expenditure in Williamstown of something like
£2,000 or £3,000 per annum, yet they were
to be compelled to keep their vessels in a part
of the Bay where they would be unsheltered,
and where it would be utterly impossible
to get on board of them, while a number of
hulks were to be allowed to remain within
a very few yards of the spot at which the
offending yacht was located, although they
were nearly all aground, and each of them
was an obstruction to the fair-way, and an
accumulator of silt. Perhaps the reason
for this different treatment was thatin many
instances members of the trust either owned
the hulks, or else were deeply interested in
them. He (Mr. Clark) would further state
that when the Government brought in, as
they had said they would, a Bill to amend
the constitution of the Harbour Trust, he
would oppose it, step by step, as he did
the former Bill of the same kind. He
had several reasons for this determination. One was that, although the trust
professed to abstain entirely from interfering in politics at the last Williamstown
election, they were among the most active
canvassers against him. He could verify
that assertion at any time. When the intended Bill was introduced he would ask the
Government to allow it to be referred to a
select committee consisting of say himself,
on one side, and a number of the friends of
the trust on the other, and he would undertake, if his request was granted, to prove
beyond all possible doubt that the trust
was utterly unfit to have the expenditure of
the large sums that wero now placed within
their control, and that they were as much
a political organization as the Irish Land
League was. He would also prove that,
when the harbour works were carried on by
the Public Works department, they were
infinitely better and far more economically
managed. Let honorable members look at
how the Railway department llad for years
past endeavoured to get the water beside the
Williamstown pier deepened for the accommodation of the large steamers, and how
steadily the trnst had refrained from doing
any work of the kind. In fact, their principal aim was to serve the interests of a few
colliers, many of which were owned by
members of their own body. It was misery
Mr. A. T. Clark.
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to watch public money being squandered
for private purposes. No one was more
anxious to see the Yarra improved than
he was, but he regarded with the utmos't
contempt, scorn, and ridicule the idea
that large steamers could ever be brought
up the river to Melbourne. Only a lunatic
would dream of such a thing. If it was
absolutely necessary to place the harbour of
Melbourne in the hands of a body of fifteen
members, why should not every other department of the State be similarly managed?
If the select committee he intended- to ask
for was appointed, and he failed to prove to
its entire satisfaction the charges against
the trust which he had just made, he would
say no more, but let the Government pass
their amending Bill in one night if they
liked.
Mr. LANGRIDGE stated that all he
knew about the yachts alluded to was that
he had heard of an order being given that
they should be anchored in future at a place
north of the Sandridge pier. He would,
however~ inquire carefully into the whole
circumstances of their removal. At the same
time he did not think he had any jurisdiction
in the matter.
Mr. PEARSON thought it would be
unfortunate if the hurried passing of this
Bill through its first and second reading
stages was allowed to form a precedent.
No doubt, the Government were technically
right in pressing it forward as they did, but
they might have borne in mind that true
copies of the measure had not yet been circulated. At the same time it was not probable that it would be opposed, first, because
it would enable the Harbour Trust to carry
out many valuable works to which they were
pledged; and, secondly, because that hody
had already suffered a great deal from the
late Government not going on, as they promised to do, with the Harbour Trust Act
Amendment Bill which the House so carefully discussed in the session of 1880-l.
It was to be fervently hoped that, when the
present Government brought in their promised measure to amend the constitution of
the trust, it would be found to be identical
with the last-mentioned measure, because it
embodied not only several important principles, but also the compromise on the subject
which was formally entered into by the honorable member for Warrnambool on behalf
of the conservative party, and which the
liberal side were perfectly prepared to accept,
inasmuch as its adoption would tend to
popularize the trust. It also contained
some valuable provisions with respect to the
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exchange of land. As for the present Bill,
even if it proposed to let the trust borrow
£500,000 instead of £250,000, he (Mr.
Pearson) would support it.
Mr. SERVICE said he was sorry that
fault had been found with the way in which
the Bill was carried through its second-reading stage j but he was himself astonished
at the celerity with which the thing was
done. In: fact, he did not know until he was
told so that it was competent for the House
to transact business of importance during
the five minutes which intervened on Wednesday nights between the period allotted
to private members' business and the refreshment bour. Still it should be remembered that on the preceding evening he gave
a full explanation of the Bill, and announced
that he would ask the House to pass it
through all its stages on the following evening. Moreover, it was hardly to be supposed
that there would be opposition to a Bill to
enable the Harbour Trust to borrow money at
4i or 5 per cent. instead of 7 or 8 per cent.
Discussion took place on clause 5, which
was as follows : co A certificate under the hands of any two of
the commissioners and the secretary,endorsed on
any debentnre issued by the commissioners, of
the principa.l sum thereby secured being part of
the amount which the commissioners at the da.te
of such certificate may legally borrow shall be
sufficient evidence of the due incorporation of
the commissioners and of the authority of such
commissioners to borrow and to issue such
debenture."

Mr. LAURENS drew attention to the
words" shall be sufficient evidence of the
due incorporation of the commissioners,"
and asked whether their effect would not be
practically to validate the constitution of
the trust, the integrity of which had already
been severely questioneq ?
Mr. KERFERD stated that the effect
of the words would simply be to meet certain
doubts which might otherwise arise us to
the validity of the debentures, and to render
each of them an unassailable instrument.
. Mr. A. T. CLARK thought the point
raised by the honorable member for North
Melbourne (Mr. Laurens) was most important. He (Mr. Clark) ventured to tell
the Attorney-General that the effect of the
words in question would be to validate the
constitution of the trust. From the moment
the Governor signed the Act, the trust would
be completely validated.
,
Mr. KERFERD begged to assure the
honorable member that he was entirely mistaken. He (Mr. Kerferd) drafted the clause,
and he could assert, without fear of contradiction, that it simply aimed at rendering
SESe 1883.-0
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each of the trust's debentures a negotiable
instrument that would pass like a bank
note. It was to be observed that the language
of the clause expressly confined its operation
to the intended debentures.
Mr. A. T. CLARK asked what the clause
was intended to do, if not to bridge the difficulty created by the fact that the Harbour
Trust were a doubtfully legal body?
Mr. SERVICE stated that the clause was
intended to validate not the trust, but their
debentures. Its object was to afford complete security to the debenture-holders-to
give them a clear assurance that, were the
trust abolished, the debentures would remain a first charge against the property now
or hereafter in their hands.
Mr. A. T. CLARK said he would, of
course, bow to the opinion of tbe AttorneyGeneral, but he was convinced that his own
view was the correct one.
As the trust
stood, no bank would lend them money.
Would the bank with which the Premier
was connected lend them one penny?
Mr. SERVICE replied that the bank
referred to would gladly lend the trust all
the money they wanted.
Mr. A. T. CLARK observed that the
Harbour Trust were never a legally constituted body. (Mr. Kerferd-" That is pure
assumption.") They could llot sue in a
court of law. (Mr. Kerferd-" They have
done so.") He (Mr. Clark) had seen the
pleas they put in when they sued, and he
was sure that, except in the case of a poor
man who could not afford to dispute with
them, they could not sue successfully.
Mr. McINTYRE thougl1t there was
something in the point raised by the honorable member for North Melbourne (Mr.
Laurens), and begged to suggest the omission of the words objected to.
Mr. KERFERD stated that the words
wore essential for the purpose of the clause.
Mr. SERVICE pointed out that the
next clause contained the following : " In default of payment of the princi pal money
or interest due in respect of any debenture, the
holder thereof may apply for the appointment of
a receiver, and a receiver may be appointed."

How could that step be taken if the validity
of the debentures could be questioned?
Honorable members ought to be guided in
this matter by the opinion of the AttorneyGeneral.
Mr. ZOX expressed surprise that any lay
member of the House ventured to set up 11is
own opinion, on a purely legal question,
against that of the Attorney-General, whose
professional reputation was at stake.
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Mr. M. H. DAVIES suggested that the
words" being part of the amount whieh the
commissioners at the date of such certificate may legally borrow" (lines 4-6) should
be omitted. As the clause. stood, it would be
necessary to prove, in order to show the
validity of a debenture, that it was for a
part of the amount which the trust were
empowered to borrow, and that might be a
very difficult process. His (Mr. Davies')
object was to render each debenture of the
trust p,n instrument which would be negotiable without inquiry.
Mr. A. T. OLARK remarked that his
statement that the trust could not sue had
been disputed, but Hansard showed that
the honorable member for Emerald Hill
(Mr. Nimmo), who was a member of the
trust, not long since used these words : " Owing to an omission in the Harbour Trust
Act, the trust are unable to appear in a court
of law to sue or be sued."
Mr. NIMMO asked if he did not in the
remainder or his remarks qualify that stateme,nt in some way? He was under the impression that he simply asserted that the
Trust could not sue without going to very
great expense.
Mr. A. T. OLARK said he could find no
such qualification. He would mention that,
owing to the action of the trust with respect to the yachts at Williamstown, the
commodore of the Yacht Olub and several
other yacht owners talked of selling their
vessels.
Mr. NIMMO observed that, whatever his
former statement was, it could not alter the
facts of the case. The trust had ascertained
on the highest legal authority-that of Mr.
Justice Higinbotham before he was raised
to the bench-that their constitution was
sound at law, but that it would take a great
deal of money to prove their corporate
existence. Therefore an Act validating their
constitution would be an immense saving to
them. In reply to the remarks of the
honorable member for Williamstown with
respect to the motives by which at least
some of the commissioners were guided, he
(Mr. Nimmo) would say that, as far as his
experience went-and he had attended almost every meeting of the trust since he
joined them-not a solitary commissioner
had. ever evinced the slightest inclination to
use the trust for the advancement of his own
interests. A more honorable set of men as
a body he never knew, and he had been
mixed up with corporations for twenty years
or more. On one occasion he imagined a
commissioner to hava a monetary interest
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ina particular matter with regard to which
the trust were taking action, and he charged
'him with it, but his reply was a distinct
denial, and a challenge to inspect his books
Ito see if the alleged partnership existed.
(Mr. A. T. Olark-" Did you examine the
books ?") No; IlC did not.
Mr. WRIXON said he regarded the
present attempt to redraft an important
portion of the Bill on the floor of the
Ohamber as a most uncomfortable and unsatisfactory proceeding. The point at issue
w:as wholly one for lawyers, and he 11ad no
doubt that the Attornev-General hud corr~ctly stated the effect ~f the clause. Its
operation would a.ssuredly be not to validate
in any way the incorporation of the trust, but
simply to protect the debenture-holders o.s
aga.inst both the trust and the Government.
As for the amendment suggested by the
honorable member for St. Kilda (Mr.
Davies), there could be little question that
he was anxious to facilitate proceedings
lunder the Bill, but would it not be highly
dangerous to strike out of the clause, at its
present stage, words directly touching the
liability of the trust to the holders of their
,stock? For hfs (Mr. W rixon's) part, he
would prefer to see the words retained. Perhaps, however, the Attorney-General would
give the matter further consideration.
Mr. KERFERD stated that he would
reconsider the clause, and, if an alteration
in it was deemed desirable, it would Be made,
in another place.
Mr. NIMMO remarked that he found, on
reading the extract from Ilansard which
the honorable member for Williamstown
quoted a few minutes ago, that it did not
bear the interpretation he put upon it, and
also that it was followed by other words
which conveyed exactly the statement he
(Mr. Nimmo) just now made. The entire
passage was as follows : " Owing to an omission in the Harbour Trust
Act, the trust are unable to appear in a court of
Jaw to sue or be sued like any other corporation
ftnd in consequence, if they had to take or defenal
;proceedings, the whole body of commissioners
and the various returning officers at elections
would have to appear, and thus an enormous
expense would be entailed. By validating the
constitution of the trust as the Bill proposes, all
this inconvenience and cost will be saved."
Olause 6 was verbally amended.
The Bill, having been gone through, was
reported with an amendment.
OORANDERRK ABORIGINAL
STATION.
On the order of the day for the House to
resolve itself into Committee of Supply,
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Mr. ANDERSON said he proposed, in
complianco wit1:t t4e request of the Central
Board for the Protection of the Aborigines,
of which he was vice-chairman, to put honorable members in possession of certain information with respect to the aboriginal
Thomas Bamfield, who.wascommonly known
as "Punch." ; A shor,t ,~ime ago the board
applied to the Chief Seqretary for a certifi:-'
cate authorizing the renloval of this maI;l
from Coranderrk, where,: he had distin~
guished himself as an agitator, and proved
so troublesome that the blacks as well as
the whites there had mo;e',than once asked
that he should be taken ~Wf\Y to the abori~
ginal station at L~ke Tyer!3. The certincato was duly issued, and :a~ soon as convenient it was used in tlle.: ordinary way..
On the previous Saturday "morning, ho.wover, he (Mr. Anderson) he~r<l that a deputation of aborigines intended, to wait on tlie
Chief Secretary for the purp()~e of getting
the certificate cancelled, and b,e 'At once called
on that honorable gentleman' ~nd point().d
out to hi!p. the necessity ther,e' was for the
certificate being allowed to remain in forQe
for at all events a short time., ... The reswt
was that the Chief Secretary promised that
no action should be taken in the matter
without the board getting due. notice, and
he added that he did not expect to receive
the deputation at all, as he was about to go
to the Post-office. After leaving him, he
(Mr. Anderson) learned that the deputation
would, in default of the Chief Secretary,
wait on the, Treasurer, so he at once called
on that honQrable gentleman also and acquainted him with the facts of the case the
deputation proposed to bring up. Having
taken these steps, he was very much surprised at the ao.,tion of the Cabinet, which
was presumably attributable to the Chief
Secretary. The" due notice" which was promised simply took the form of the following
telegram from the Under-Secretary to Captain Page, the secretary of the board : " Order in Council of 19th ult. re aboriginal
Thomas Bamfield this day cancelled. Please
take immediate steps for baving him removed
back to Coranderrk."
.

He thought honorable members would
scarcely regard this as "due notice" of the
action about to be taken. But it was all
the notice he received. It was urged, in the
course of the,interview between the deputation and the Chief Secretary, that the
Central Board acted rather hastily in obtaining the order of removal. But, as a
matter of fact, the action of the boal~d was
taken ill conElequence of the representations
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of the officers at Coranderrk. The letter of
the manager with reference to the disturbances on which the order was' procul'ed
contained thc following passage :-::

"I do not recommend the granting of a certificate to Thomas Bamfield unless he takes his
w{fe and family with him, as it would encourage
othe'rs to adopt a similar line of conduct. It
· would' be much to the advantage of the station
, if he were removed from it altogether, for1 as far
· as I can ascertain, he is at the bottom of nearly
· every quarrel on the station, and is constantly
stirring up strife between the half-castes and the
blacks. H .

The board bad received several reports of
the same tenor. The members of the board
, present when i,t was resolved that the certificate s110uld be applied for were Mr. Officer,
Mr. Macredie, Mr. Jennings, Mr. Le Souef,
and himself; and the minutes of that meeting were confirmed at a subsequent meeting,
when Mr. Cameron and Dr. Morrison were
also present. The members of the board
were unanimous in the opinion that for the
good of the station, and for Punch 1s own
benefit, it would be better for Punch to be
removed from it. The board considered
that the action of the Chief Secretary could
not be construed as anything else than a
studied insult. Whether it was intended
to be so or not, sttrely it would have been
only scant courtesy for the honorable member to have fulfilled his promise that before
a.ny action was taken the board would have
ample notice on the subject. Anyone at
all acquainted with the aborigines must
know that a course like that adopted by the
CIllef Secretary was the very way to sap
any sort of discipline which might be observed at the aboriginal stations, because
what transpired at one station was soon
known at others. Notice was given to
Punch on Thursday evening that he would
be removed, and on Friday he was removed.
Free railway passes were sent to his wife
and family, so that they might accompany
01' follow him if they thought. fit.
He hoped
to hear something from the Chief Secretary
to justify. his conduct in this matter, but he
repeated that what seemed a studi~d insult
had been cast upon a number of gelltlemen
who, in an honorary capacity, were doing the
very best they could for the few aborigines
remaining in the colony.
Mr. BERRY remarked that he believed
the members of the board desired to do their
very best for the aborigines, and, entertaining that belief, he was satisfied that, if they
had heard the further information which
was submitted to him on Saturday, they
would have come to the conclusion that it
was better to restore Punch to Coranderrk.
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'Vhen he met the honorable member for
Villiers (Mr. Anderson) on Saturday, he
said he did not think there was any chance
of his seeing the deputation that day, or of
taking any action if he did see them. He
thought the honorable member for Villiers
was mistaken in saying that he (Mr. Berry)
promised he would let the board know before he took any action, because at that
moment he had not the slightest idea that
he would be called upon to take action at
all. On the contrary, he believed there was
sufficient reason for the issue of the order
of removal. However, about noon, he was
met in Collins-street by a number of
blacks, the manager of the station, and
three or four gentlemen who took an interest in the matter. He consented to grant
them an interview, which took place at the
Government offices in the presence of reporters, and an account of what transpired
appeared in Monday's newspapers. He
gathered from the representations of the
deputation that the aborigines regarded the
removal of one of their num ber from Coranderrk for no crime and without warning as
a kind of outrage, and he felt convinced
that if the board possessed the information
which was imparted to him they would have
thoroughly concurred in the action which
he decided to take. He took the action
promptly on the principle that, if anything
of the kind had to be done, it was doubly
done if done promptly. He wanted to
satisfy the remnant of the aborigines that in
'80 matter on which they had any feeling there
was no desire on the part of the Government to do anything hurtful to them.
This course of sending one of their number
away had only occurred once before, and
that was a case in which the man had committed a gross outrage-a crime for which,
if a white man, he would have been punished
under the law. The manager of the station
concurring in the wisdom of the course he
(Mr. Berry) proposed, he caused the order of
removal to be cancelled. He knew there was
80 difficulty in managing the aboriginal stations, but he believed the way in which they
were managed was not in accordance with the
wishes of Parliament and the country. The
treatment should be totally different. The
feelings of the aborigines should be considered
more than they had been. He believed that
nearly all of those who had anything to do
with the blacks or took an interest in their
welfare were thoroughly in accord with
him as to the cancelling of the order for
Punch's removal. At the same time, he
gave the blacks clearly to understand that if .
Mr. Berry.
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they desired to leave the stl].tion they were
perfectly at liberty to leave. He did not
think it right that anyone of them who
desired to leave should be compelled to take
somebody else with him. (Mr. Anderson" Not his wife and family?") That would
be submitting him to all the disabilities which
the white man had to submit to. It was
not right to tell Punch that he must go, as a
sort of prisoner, to Lake Tyers, or that he
must leave Ooranderrk and support his wife
and family. It was a mistake to treat the
blacks in that way. What should be clone
was to adapt the treatment at the stations
to the circumstances "and conditions of the
native race. In the course which he took,
he acted in good faith, and with no intention
of slighting the honorable member for Villiers or the board. He acted upon information which the board did not possess.
He felt it necessary to act promptly, and he
told the Under-Secretary to communicate his
intentions without delay to the board. This
was all the explanation he had to offer.
Mr. OAMERON observed that, as a
member of the Oentral Board for the Protection of the Aborigines, and as one who
had taken an interest in the blacks, especially those at Ooranderrk, he desired to say
a few words. He was not going to argue
whether it was ad visable to keep Ooranderrk
as a b,reeding station and allow the male
blacks to roam about the country while the
State took care of the wives and families.
His remarks would be directed chiefly to
what transpired at the interview between the
deputation of blacks and the Ohief Secretary, the previous Saturday. The honorable gentleman stated very properly that if
he interfered there would be a division of
authority between tIle Aborigines Board
and the Chief Secretary's department, and
that, of course, he could not approve of, because it would do away with all discipline.
Had the Chief Secretary stuck to that-had
he consulted the board before he took action
as against them, merely on the word of the
blacks-there would have been no reason to
complain. But; of course, it was futile to
argue with a gentleman who preferred to
accept the word of a discontented lot of
blacks, who thought an injury llau been
done to one of their tribe, to that of anyone
else. It should be recollected that every
member of the board was as desirous as
the Ohief Secretary to do justice to the
blacks. Their actions during the last twelve
months showed this; but if the Ohief Secretary, or any other authority, chose to
interpose and tell the blacks that they
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should consult together and arrange to man- Coranderrk, said it was a treat for anyone
age themselves, the board might as wBll to go over the place-it was a model of peace
be abolished. The honorable gentleman and orderliness. The system went on satisdid state in effect that the board should be factorily until the appointment of a board
abolished, and the management of the blacks . that wished to break up the Coranderrk
left to tho Chief Secretary's department. It station in order that the land, which was
was left to the Chief Secretary's department considered valuable for growing hops, might
once before, with the result that there was be sold in allotments for building purposes
great disturbance among the blacks. Cer- and cultivation. That desire was in accordtainly Corandcrrk was not managed then ance with the feeling of certain people in the
half so well as it was managed now. He adjoining township, and it grew until a permnst protest against the interference of the sistent attempt was made from year to year
Chief Secretary with members of the board. to shift the unfortunate blacks from CoranThe Chief Secretary was, ex o.fficio, chair- derrk. When the agitation first comman of the board, and he (Mr. Cameron) menced, Mr. Green, who talked the language
would advise the honorable gentleman to of the aborigines, and was looked upon by them
attend the board's meetings once or twice, as their fa~her, put his foot down against it ;
and ascertain for himself whether the mem- and the agitators, finding they could not
bers of the board were disposed to do any shift the blacks to the Murray, managed to
injustice to the blacks at Coranderrk or in shift Mr. Green. Since then there had been
any other part of the" colony. The Chief constant trouble. It should be recollectetl
Secretary had not justified his action after that these blacks were not of tho ignorant
first ordering Punch's removal; and it was class. Punch was as intelligent as many a
the fact that Punch had been the moving white man in the colony, and because he was
spirit in all the contentions which had arisen intelligent, because he had the feeling of a
at Coranderrk during the last few years.
free man, and would not be hun~ed from the
~1r. DOW stated that, so far from wishland which belonged to him, and sent to
ing to censure the Chief Secretary as some another part of the colony, lIe must forsooth
honorable members seemed disposed to do, be branded as a man who made mischief.
he thought his action in this matter highly From his (Mr. Dow's) ten years' experience
creditable to him, not only as Chief Secre- of the blacks he was satisfied that if the
tary, but as a man. He (Mr. Dow) had aborigines at Coranderrk could have, as they
had something to do officially with the wanted, their old manager back, the station
nborigines, and he held the same opinion would pay itself; hop growing wouldtbe pronow that he did ten years ago wh~n he secuted, and become, as it was in the past,
framed a special report at the request of the a. great financial success.
Chief Secretary. That opinion was that the
SUPPLY.
whole of the trouble with the blacks origiThe House then resolved itself into Comnated with the much-vaunted Aborigines
Board-a body that persisted in using the mittee of Supply.
The consideration of tlle Additional Estiremnant of the blacks of this colony as if
they were bond-slaves, instead of a kind of mates of Expenditure for 1882-3 was prochildren that ought to "be treated in a ceeded with.
considerate man"ner until they ended their
On the vote of £23,092 for services in
days on the soil that belonged to them. 17 of the divisions in the Chief Secretary's
This was long before the honorable member department,
Mr. BOSISTO mentioned that the
for Villiers (Mr. Anderson) was connec~ed
with the board. The trouble commenced Library" Committee had twice recommended
with the removal of the former manager, that the Sub-librarian should be promoted
Mr. Green, who-as the honorable member from the 3rd to the 2nd class, and that no
for Evelyn knew - pioneered the blacks notice had been taken of the recommenwhen there was not an aboriginal station dation. He believed there was a general
in the whole colony. Mr. Green brought feeling in favour of improving Mr. Church's
the blacks from the back-woods and estab- status .
. Mr. C. YOUNG thought it very extralished them on stations. Having done
this work before any board was constituted, ordinary that a recommendation emanating
Mr. Green was appointed resident manager from the Library Committee should be set
at Coranc1errk and general inspector of all the at naught. However, he rose chiefly to call
aboriginal stations. Such was his manage- the attention of the Chief Secretary to the
mentthatthelateMl'. Hamsay,when he visited fact that, when he was in office before, the
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then Attorney-General made a distinct
promise that some other employment should
be provided for Mr. Farrell if his appointment as Librarian did not find favour with
the House. (Mr. Berry-" Why was that
not done by the late Ministry?") It was their
intention to take action as soon as some suitable employment could be found, but during
their term of office suitable employment did
not become available. However, he understood the office of Olerk of the Papers of the
Legislative Assembly was about to become
vacant, the present holder (Mr. Atkinson)
having applied for leave to retire on an
allowance; and he would suggest that Mr.
Farrell should be appointed to the vacancy.
He was told that there was nothing to do,
and that a good salary was attached -to the
office.
Mr. BERRY said it seemed rather extraordinary that the honorable member for
Kyneton, who was a member of a Government that met Parliament in two sessions,
and brought down Estimates on two occasions, made no effort, while in office, to see
that the recommendation of the Library
Oommittee was carried into effect. With
:regard to the Olerk of the Papers, that
'officer reached the age of 60 twelve months
'ago, and it was competent to the late Government to have superannuated him then.
But the honorable member for Kyneton did
not think of these things when he was in
office; , they occurred to him only when he
sat in opposition. vVith regard to the
Librarian, of course it would not do to retain
in that office a gentleman who was distasteful to honorable members generally; but
the promise which the honorable member
for Kyneton had referred to was over two
years old, and, as far as he had heard, not a
murmur of cl issatisfaction had arisen since
that time. Therefore it was scarcely right
or fair-certainly it was not generous-for
the honorable member for Kyneton, who
held office so recently, after neglecting for
two years to carry out what he considered
the desire of the House, to get up ~nd complain, the moment he went into opposition,
that the change had not been made. It
was quite impossible to make the change
now, and therefore the discussion was altogether out of place. The objection to Mr.
Farrell's appointment arose more from
political reasons than anything else. But a
number of years had since elapsed. Mr.
Farrell did his best in the performance of
his dll.tics; ho was always polite and attentive to hOl1ol?::J,ble membef~ \ PInel, unless there
was some ,£fQllol?nl expr(l~&ion pf ul1inion that
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his continuance in the office of Librarian
was distasteful to honorable members, there
was no reason why he' should be' removed
any more than any other civil sen~ant.
Mr. McINTYRE observed that the Chief
Secretary had ov~rlooke'd the question raised
by the honorable member for Richmond (Mr.
Bosisto )-the promotion of th~ Assistant
Librarian from the 3rd to the 2nd class.
Mr. BERRY said, if it was the desire of
honorable members generally that the promotion should take place, provision would
be made accordingly on the Estimates for
the next financial year.
Mr. O. YOUNGremarked that the Ohief
Secretary hnd scarcely ~one him justice. He
had not blamed anybody. He had merely
stated that the late Government were willing
to give effect to the wish of the House, but
they had not the opportunity. It was only
that day that he heard that Mr. Atkinson
was about to relinquish the office of Olerk
of the Papers.
Mr. BERRY observed that the application which Mr. Atkinson made, and made
a year ago, was tha.t he should be allowed to
remain in his office-that he should not be
required to retire.
.
Mr. SERVIOE stated that one difficulty would present itself. to any Government in dealing with this question. He
was informed that the honorable the Speaker
had been invested with the patronage of the
whole of the Assembly offices. (An HonOl'able Member-" When 1") By the late
Government. He wished to know whether
the statement was correct? It seemed to
him that, if this patronage were ·given to
the Speaker, the honorable gentleman wo~d
be invested with irresponsible authority.
Mr. BURROvVES said what the Tre~
surer referred to had not been done.
Mr. BENT considered that the objection
to Mr. Farrell as Librarian could now be
allowed to go by. The appointment of Mr.
Farrell, seeing that he had proved to be a.
gGod officer, might be looked upon as agreed
to. 'Vith regard to Mr. Ohurch, he believed the late Government authorized the
lnte Ohief Secretary to give some little promotion to that gentleman, and he hoped
that intention would be carried out by the
present Ohief Secretary.
Mr. BERR Y said he had stated already
that the wishes of honorable members in this
matter would be observed.
Major SMITH oalled attention to the
fact that the salary of the caretaker qf the
Government offices had been raised 'from
£20.Q to £225 per year, and suggested that
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the salary of the housekeeper of the Legis':'
lative Assembly should be increased to the
same extent. The former had not, by one
half, the responsible duties which were imposed upon the latter, who was connected
with the Parliament of Victoria before Parliament House was built, and who had been
uniformly most attentive and obliging to
honorable members. Mr. Pearse, although
a public servant of 28 years standing, was
now in receipt of no larger salary than he
received 15 years ago. Perhaps the Chief
Secretary, in framing the Estimates for next
year, would give this matter his attention.
Sir C. MAC MAHON observed that he
understood the Premier to challenge the
action of the late Government in conferring
upon the Speaker of the Assembly the right
to make appointments to vacancies occurring
among the officials of the House, and he
understood the committee to accept the view
propounded by the Premier .that the action
of the late Government was an innovation.
Many years ago, when he (Sir C. Mac
Mahon) was first electcd Speaker, the then
Premier, SirJames McCulloch,said tohilll"Yon will understand, Mr. Speaker, that
in connexion with the filling-up of vacancies
which may occur among the attendants of
this Ho~se, although it is necessary by law
that it should be passed by the Governor in
Conncil, your recommendation is the only
thing we look to." The sole object of such
an arrangement was that members of the
House should not be surrounded by political
partisans, but that the attendants should
be amenable equally to one side and the
other, whatever the majority or the minority
might be. During the whole time he held
the position of Speaker he endeavoured to
be entirely neutral in any recommendation
which he made; and in doing this he only
pursued the course adopted in the British
House or Commons. Of course, it was
neither fair nor reasonable that partisans
'Should be placeg in the position of attendants in the' House, because men in
that position had the opportunity or listening to what honorable members on one
side of politics might say, and reporting
what they heard to their opponents. The
present Speaker did as an honest and honorable man shoull1 do. He insisted not
on making the absolute appointment;-he
.col~ld not exercise that poweL' under the law
:as It stooel-but on having a potential voico
in the appointment of the officers who were
to serve under him. He (Sir C.Mac Mahtln)
did not believe for a moment that the PliO'"
mier, in his remarks that evening, intendecl
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to cast a reflection 011 any member of the
Assembly, but, after what had been said, he
(Sil' C. Mac Mahon) had felt it his duty to
point out that the right of patronage should
be exercised by the Speaker to the extent
indicated, and that the officers and attendants of the House should know that it was
to the Speaker, as the representative of the
House, that they had to look for their instructions. As long as he (Sir C. Mac
Mahon) continued to be a member of the
Assembly, if any attempt was made by the
Ministry of the day to foist 011 the House
any political partisan, he would do his utmost
to oppose it.
Mr. BERRY, in reply to the honorable
member for Ballarat \Vest (Major Smith),
said that the increase of the salary of the
caretaker of the Government offices had
escaped his notice. N ow that his ~ttention
was called to it, if it was to be made a
reason for increasing the salaries of other
officers beyond what was reasonable and
propel' remuneration for the discharge or
their duties, he would, on the consideration
of the l:esolutions, prefer to move that the
item be reduced by £25.
Mr. BURROWES expressed his concurrence in the remarks made by the honorable member for Ballarat West (Major
Smith) with reference to Mr. ~carse. Every
honorable member must aclnllt that there
was no finer officer in any of the departments
than Mr. Pearse.
Major SMITH said all he desired was
that the Chief Secretary, in conjunction
with the Speaker, would take Mr. Pearse's
case into consideration during the recess,
and see whether he had not a fair claim for
an increase of salary. This, he submitted,
was a perfectly reasonable request.
Mr. BERRY promised that he would
comply with the request.
Mr. ZOX said he desired to call attention to the fact that several reports had
from time to time been furnished to the
Government by Mr. Neal, the Inspector of
Charitable Institutions, and to suggest that
the Chief Secretary should frame a mea~ure
to give effect to the valtl~ble su~gestlOns
containecl in those reports. Notw~th8.tand
ing the glaring defect~ show I: to .exl~t 1ll the
law relating to chantablo ll)stltlltlOllS, no
attempt had yet been made t.o pass amending legislation on the sllbject. Tho p~t~tter
was one of prossing i 1~1]~o.l'tanec, .:lull ~ I [ the
Government eliel not llutmte leglsbtLOn, he
(Mr. Zox) would feel oompelled to illtl'odllCQ
.n. Bill on the subject.
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Mr. BERRY remarked that he, when
previously in .office, appointed .Mr. Neal to
be Inspector of Charities with the object of
obtaining such information as would enable
him to frame a Bill for the better management of the charitable institutions, and, as
soon as he was relieved from some of his
present pressing duties, he would take the
matter in hand. He regretted to say that
it was rumoured that Mr. Neal, who was a
most valuable officer, was likely to resign
his appointment on account of ill-health.
If his health would not permit him to continue to travel through the colony as Inspector, it was to be hoped that it would not
prevent him from acting with the U nderSecretary in drafting a Bill based on the
reports which he had furnished.
The SPEAKER (addressing the committee from the floor of the House) said he regretted he was not present at the commencement
of the discussion as to the exercise of patronage in connexion with the appointment of
officers of the Legislative Assembly. He
entered the chamber while the honorable and
gallant member for West Melbourne was defending the position of the Speaker. He was
glad to have the opportunity of bearing testimony to the conduct of the honorable member when he filled that offi.ce, and to thank
him for the remarks which he had made that
evening in upholding the position of the
Speaker. Although he had not had the
advantage of hearing the whole of the discussion, he felt it his duty to say that, in his
opinion, the Speaker, as the mouth-piece of
the Assembly, and as expressing directly
the wishes of honorable members, had a
right to have control of all the officers
connected with the House. Holding that
opinion, he thought it would be unfortunate
if any Government attempted to take from
the Speaker the appointment of those
officers from the highest to the lowest. He
could point to English Acts of Parliament
which vested the nomination of certain
officers of the House of Oommons absolutely
in the Speaker. With regard to the view
taken by the late Government as to the right
of the Speaker to appoint the officers of the
House, he was told that there was a difference of opinion amongst them-that some
of them did not recognise his right to nominate certain officers. (Mr. Burrowes" We did not interfere with it.") The fact
was that, after debating the question with
them, they recognised his right to make
nominations by doing exactly as he desired.
The Speaker's right of nominating officers of
the House was also raised when the present
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Chief Secretary was formerly in office, and
although the honorable gentleman did not
exactly recognise that right, either in word
or writing, he did not contradict it either in
word or writing. It was desirable that the
HouRe should come to some specific determination on the subject. If it was the
wish of honorable members that, for political
purposes, the officers of the House should
be appointed by the Government of the day,
let that be stated. No member of any
Ministry that had ever been ill office could
justly charge any gentleman who had had
the honour of occupying the position of
Speaker with having made an improper suggestion in regard to the appointment of any
officer of the House. The Speaker's first
duty, and his earnest desire, was to see that
all the officers appointed were proper men,
in order that the standing orders, and the
wishes of honorable members as they appeared on the records of the House, might
be efficiently carried out. What other object could the Speaker possibly have? If
it was the desire of honorable members that
the nomination, and virtually the appointment, should be taken out of the hands of
the Speaker and transferred to the Government, let. that be done. The Speaker would
to that extent be relieved from respqpsibility.
Personally he would be perfectly satisfied if
the appointmenfof the officers of the House
was made by the Government, if that was
the desire of honorable members. He would
take an opportunity, when the Appropriation
Bill was under consideration, to bring the
whole question prominently before the House,
in order that it might be settled finally and
for ever.
Mr. C. YOUNG observed that the Premier's remarks implied that the late Government gave the Speaker greater control over
the appointment of officers of the Assembly
than he previously possessed, but such was
not the fact. The Speaker desired that Mr.
Oarlile should be appointed Clerk-Assistant,
and asked the late Premier to consent to his
transfer to that position. The request was
made in the middle of a session. Mr.
Carlile was then engaged in the AttorneyGeneral's department as parliamentary
draftsman, and Sir Bryan O'Loghlen not
unnaturally wished to retain the services of
an officer in whom he had most perfect confidence, and who was thoroughly fitted for
the functions he was then discharging. It
was only at the urgent desire of the Speaker,
who stated that Mr. Oarlile would be a benefit to the House-that, in fact, he would
perform the duties of Clerk-Assistant in ~
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way that no other gentleman the Speaker
could nominate could perform them-that
Sir Bryan O'Loghlen consented to Mr.
Carlile being appointed to the position which
he now filled.
Mr. W. M. CLARK called attention to
an item of £105 for a caretaker and doorkeeper in connexion with the Refreshmentrooms, at £2 per week. He thought that
it was altogether unnecessary to employ such
an officer.
Mr. BERRY stated that the Estimates
the committee were now considering only
applied to the present financial year. An
alteration might be made next year if it was
considered expedient.
Sir C. MAC MAHON said he differed
entirely from the sentiments which were apJllLrently entertained by the honorable member
for Kyneton, who had to some extent apologized for having allowed the Speaker to
exercise his right in connexion with the
appointment of the Clerk-Assistant. He
(Sir C. Mac Mahon) quite endorsed the views
of th~ Speaker, and he would ask the Assembly to decide whether or not the Speaker
had the right to nominate the officers and
attendants of the House. (Mr. Bent-" I
should think that is a great constitutional
question:") No doubt it was a great constitutional question, and it would have to be
taken up by the House in that light. It
involved the consideration of whether the
proceedings of the House were to be properly
or improperly administered-whether partisan officers and partisan attendants were to
be appointed in connexion with the Chamber.
When Sir Francis Murphy was Speaker, he
claimed the right to appoint the officers and
attendants of the House. He supported that
right by English precedents, and it was conceded to him.
Mr. BENT remarked that he thought
the present Treasurer had better hang Sir
Brya.n O'Loghlen. Some honorable members were blaming Sir Bryan, but they appeared to have lost sight of the fact that
this discussion as to the rights of the
Speaker was originated by insinuations
thrown out by the Treasurer, who got up
and intimated that somebody told him
something about what the late Premier had
done. The honorable gentleman, however,
had to hark back, as he would have to do
on many occasions. He (Mr. Bent) did
not think that the Treasurer would have
been guilty of these" corrugations." The
honorable gentleman had got Sir Bryan
O'Loghlcn out of the House, and surely
fha~ w~s enough. (Mr. Service-" It is a .
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good deal, I admit.") It was a great sorrow
and a curse. But, notwithstanding all that
the Government could do, they could not
keep Sir Bryan out for ever, although just
now there was a temporary aberration in
the minds of the people which had prevented his re-election. So far as he (Mr.
Bent) was concerned, he would say to the
Government-" Go on and prosper; you
wanted the' billets' and' screws' of the late
Ministry, and you have got them; we are
willing to help you to carry out our policy."
The late Ministry had even made the Government a present of one of their colleagues,
namely, the late Chief Secretary; and how
had they treated him? Why the only
estimates which the Government had attacked were those for the Chief Secretary's
department. As to the appointments in
connexion with the Legislative Assembly,
the Speaker could have them all for anything he (Mr. Bent) cared. He would
make the honorable gentleman a present of
every blessed one of them, from the office
boy clean up to the top. He had been a
Member of Parliament for twelve years, and
he challenged anyone to show that he had
asked for four Government appointments
during the whole of that time. (Mr. Berry"You had appointments in your hand; you
forget the return.") That return was like
a good many other lies which were circulated.
There was no doubt that the Government
ought to promote Mr. Lavater, who prepared the return for the present Minister of
Lands after conversing with that gentleman about it. As soon as he (Mr. Bent)
got his voice back, he would stop the circulation of the slanders against himself.
Time would bring about its revenge. He
was told that the Treasurer stated, the
previous night, that there were no papers
about the Kensington-hill matter showing
the nature of the transaction.
Mr. SERVICE explained that what he
said was that there was no document-not
a scrap of paper-in the Public Works department, about the arrangement between
that department and the Railway department in connexion with the Kensington-11ill
material.
Mr. BENT said the arrangement which
the Cabinet made as to the Kensington-hill
business was settled by a committee of the
late Cabinet, consisting of Mr. C. Young,
Mr. W. Madden, and himself. It had been
said that, if the officers and attendants of
the Legisln.tive Assembly were appointed
by the Speaker, the appointments would
not be p<11itical ones; but the Speaker's
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:appointment was itself a political one, to
Ibegin with, and everything from the top to
;the bottom was political. As to the Speaker's
meutrality in making appointments, if two
!persons applied for a billet in his gift how
·could. he be neutral when one of them must
',get it? Therefore what was the use of honorable members talking nonsense? However, if the Government would bring forward a proposal to cut off the branches of
the upas tree of political patronage, about
which the Treasurer spoke at Castlemaine,
and would give all patronage to the'
Speaker, he (Mr. Bent) would vote for the
proposition.,
.
AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS.
Mr. DOvV called attention to an item of
.£500 for" collecting and. compiling agricultural and other statistics, and valuing'
friendly societies," and urged that the agricultural statistics should be published not
later than the 31st March in each year.
Under the present arrangement they were
published at so late a period of the year
that they were utterly useless for commercial pmposcs, and, as a matter of fact, the
information was obtained much earlier by
private enterprise. The Government St.atist was not to blame because the official
statistics were not issued in time to be of
vahle to the public, but the delay was owing
to the late period at which the returns
re..1.ched the hands of that officer.
Mr. C. YOUNG said it was impossible to
collect reliable statistics of the agricultural
products in some portions of the colony before the 31st March. The statistics in the
llorthern areas might be obtained by the first
or second week in February, and he would
suggest that they should be published by
themselyes instead of being kept hack until
the whole could be published together. In
some parts the thrashing was not finished
until the end of March, nnd estimates nUlde
before then of the yield of grain in those districts were frequently not borne out by the
actual results.
Mr. YEO expressed the hope that the
agricultural statistics would not only be published em'lier, but that they would be much
more reliable. Although harvest operations
were very late in some parts of the colony
compared with wl1at was t.he case in other
districts, the whole of the agricultural statistics might ba published much earlier aud
more correctly than tlley were at present.
Some improvement iu the method of gatlleri ng the statistics ought t.o be mado. The
matter was a very important one, and he
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hoped that it would receive the attention of
the Government.
Mr. CONNOR suggested that the agricultural statistics could be collected by the
local bodies. (An Honorable Member"So they are.") If they were collected by
the local bodies, he thought they would be
more reliable than they were at present.
Mr. MIRAMS thought it was unfortunate that any honorable member should
throw discredit on the reliability of the statistics prepared by the Government Statist
unless the charge could be fully substantiated, because honorable members and the
public were dependent upon those statistics
for many purposes. As far as he (Mr.
Mirall}s) had compared the agricultural
statistics published by Mr. Hayter with t~e
actual result shown by the imports and exports of grain, he had found the statistics
remarkably accurate. Moreover, independent evidence of their accuracy was afforded
by the fact that they coincided very closely
1vith the returns collected by private enterprise. He agreed, however, that it would
be very useful to traders and producers if it
were found possible to adopt the suggestion
of the honorable member for Kyneton that
the returns of those parts of the colony
which could be obtained ,early should be
published authoritatively as soon as they
were received. Then, when the later returns
were obtained, the two could be put together
and the totals published as at present in the

Year Book.
Mr. RIOHARDSON remarked that
there appeared to be a good deal of misapprehension about the collection of the agricultural statistics. The honorable member
for Geelong (Mr. Oonnor) had suggested
that they should be collected by the local
bodies, but, as a matter of fact, the local
bodies had collected them ever since the
Local Government Act was passed. The
local bodies collected tHe statistics as the
Act directed, and any change in the mode
of collection could therefore be ma.de only
by an alteration of the Act. The credit
w:hich the honorable member for Collingwood (Mr. Mimms) had awarded for the
accuracy of the statistics was consequently
due to the local bodies, and not to the Government Statist, who merely combined
them. As far as his (Mr. Hichardson's)
experience 'went, the officers of the various
local bodies collected the statistics as carefully and accurately as possible.
:Mr. STAUGHTON expressed the hope
that in any amendment of the law regarding
the collection of statistics care would be taken
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that the information supplied for statistical
purposes, by producers and others, should
not be used subsequently for other purposes.
It would be remembered that, when the Land
Tax Commission was sitting, information
which had been obtained for the Government
Statist from the owners of land was used
against them. In consequence of the feeling thus created he believed that in many
cases only approximately correct information
was now furnished, and, therefore, it would
be well to provide that information supplied
by individuals for statistical purposes should
be kept absolutely secret.
The vote for the Chief Secretary's department was then agreed to.
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be paid for who were boarded out in the district. The matter had been settled, and tho
amount on the Estimates for Sandhurst this
year was really a yote for two years. (Mr.
McIntyre-" Then it is not a permanent increase?") Certainly not; the amount for
arrears would not appear again. As to the
other matter alluded to, the honorablo
member for Mal don was yery much mistaken
if he thought that any large amount of
money could be obtained from the parents
of children in the industrial or reformatory
schools. From the nature of things, the
parents of such children were either disreputab~e members of society or in destitute circumstances, or else the children were orphans.
There had been cases in which accounts had
been kept against parents, and a little
money got out of them, but the amount
so obtained was not worth the trouble
and expense of obtaining it. Of course;
when parents could not manage their
children and had them sent to the reformatory for some offence, if the parents were
able to earn money, they were ordered to pay,
and did pay. There were very few instances,
how eyer, in which the State could recover
anything, because, if parents could support
their children, the latter would not come into
the charge of the State at all. He could
assure the honorable member for Maldon
that the matter was not lost sight of. Orders
were made by the magistrates, accounts wero
kept, and the police endeavoured to recoyer
the money whenever it was possible. A
difficulty frequently met with was th{tt
parents who were proceeded against by the
police, and who were often quite unfit to
haye charge of children, made application,
again and again, to have their childrt'P,
discharged from the schools rather than pay
any part of the money spent in their maintenance. Then the State had to do one of
two things-either to retain the children,
or, by discharging them, to send them back
into a life of vice and crime, where all tho
good learnt in the schools would soon bo
lost.
The motion to report progress was put
and negatiyed.

INDUSTRIAL AND
REFORMATORY SCHOOLS.
Mr. McINTYRE (who, to put himself
in order, moved that progress be reported)
observed that he wished to can the attention
of the Chief Secretary to the vote for Industrial and Reformatory Schools on the Estimates in chief, which he had not an opportunity of referring to when the Estimates
were before the committee. In the first
place, he desired to draw attention to the
immense increase in the vote as compared
with last year. In 1881 the vote was
£40,571, last year it was £43,526, and this
year it showed an increase of £7,997. All
that the State received in the way of contributions from parents towards the support of
their children was £765 in 1881, and £707
last year. His object in drawing attention
to this matter was to urge the Chief Secretary to take some steps to ensure that the
orders made against parents by the benches
of magistrates should be carried out as far
as possible. He knew there were great difficulties in the way, but the sum now due by
parents to the State must be something enormous-probably £40,000 or £50,000. He
found that in 1881 the total amount spent
·on industrial and reformatory schools for
the whole of Great Britain was £448,252,
of which the Treasury allowances amounted
to £251,080, and the sum contributed by
parents was £23,068. He hoped the Chief
Secretary would inquire into the matter, and
PUBLIC INSTRUCTION.
ascertain whether a portion at least of the
On the vote of £4,073 for contingencies
large sum due by parents in this colony
in the Education department, and the
could not be obtained.
Mr. BERRY remarked that the increase erection of State school buildings,
Mr. C. YOUNG called attention to an
in the yote this year was due to the payment
of arrears to the Sand hurst schools, which item of £200 for" encouragement of rifle
had accumulated during a dispute Letween sbooting in State schools," and moved that
Sandhurst and the Chief Secretary's depart- it be struck out. He presumed that it was
ment, as to the rate at which children should . placed on the Estimates by the late Chief
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Secretary, but, nevertheless, he protested
against it. He considered that the idea of
encouraging children in the use of fire-arms
was absurd and preposterous. Hardly a week
,passed but some accident occurred through
young children being allowed to meddle with
fire-arms, and the State should discourage
rather than encourage the practice.
Mr. SERVICE remarked th~tt the item
was not placed on the Estimates by him.
He had no objection to it being struck out
if the committee did not desire to pass it.
Mr. DOW hoped the committee would
pause before striking out the item. He
was in possession of facts regarding a rifle
club which had been started in connexion
with an up-country school, and he could
state that the rifles were not placed in the
hands of incompetent infants, but or the
elder boys. He thought that money could
not be expended by the State in a better
way than in training boys to the use of the
rifle, so that they would be able to take part
in the volunteer movement. The practice
obtained in other countries, and he thought
it was a very wise one.
Major SMITH said he wished to call
the attention of the Minister of Public Instruction to the very anomalous position
occupied by the Secretary of the Education
department with respect to remuneration.
It was usual in all other departments for
the permanent head to have at least as
high, if not a somewhat higher salary than
any of the officers under him. In the Education department, however, such was not
the case, because there was another officer
who received a higher remuneration than
the Secretary, including £130 a year in lieu
of quarters. He hoped the Minister would
inquire into the matter, because Mr. Wilson
Brown was an officer of so many years'
standing, and performed his dutie!:! so efficiently, that he ought at all events to receive
a remuneration equal to that of any officer
under him.
Mr. SERVICE stated that he was not
aware that such an anomaly existed as the
honorable member for Ballarat West (Ma jor
Smith) had referred to, and he would certainly inquire into it.
Mr. MIRAMS drew attention to the
item of £1,670 "towards erection of State
school, Rathdowne-street, Carlton." A note
to the item stated"Amount paid into revenue, being net proceeds of sale of old building and site, Drummondstreet, Carlton."

He observed that llis object in calling ut.tention to the item was to ask the Minister
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or Public Instruction whether he would
apply the principle carried out in this ease
to the Oollingwood district? A 'new school
had been built in Vere-street, which was
constructed to receive 500 scholars, and, as
the average attendance was about 750, the
school was terribly overcrowded. There was
an old school-house, standing on about two
acres of Government land in Hegent-street,
which was abandoned when the Vere-street
school was opened. As the Vere-street
school required extension and the department said there were no funds available, he
would ask the Minister of Public Instruction
whether, following the precedent set at Carlton, he would sell the Regent-street site and
building and apply the proceeds to the extension of the school in Vere-street? Owing
to the latter being so overcrowded a number
of the children had to be sent to the old
school-house, which was a long way off, and
thus the school was really divided into two.
Mr. SERVICE stated that he would not
like to promise to adopt the course suggested,
as he considered that to follow such a system
with regard to a large number of schools
would prevent Parliament from exercising
one of its most irpportant functions-namely,
of seeing at a glance the total sum of money
which was available for a particular purpose
during each year. He believed that in the
present case the amount was plac'ed on the
Estimates because the money had been used.
When the Additional Estimates were about
to be prepared his first instructions were
that the usual amounts should be placed
on them, but when the returns came in
he found that they amounted to about
£100,000 more than the amount which
appeared on the finance statement he had
submitted to the committee, and would, in
fact, as far as that statement was concerned,
have thrown the balance to be carried over
to 1883-4 on the debit side of the account.
He then gave instructions that everything
should be taken off the Additional Estimates the money for which could not be
spent during the current year, his object
being to keep the expenditure at the lowest '
point. He concluded, therefore, that the
amount to which the honorable member for
Collingwood (Mr. Mirams) had referred
would not have appeared on these Estimates
unless the money was spent or used. While
he would adopt the item under these circumstances, he would not commit himself to
a principle which he did not think a right
one.
Mr. lVIIllAMS remarked that he presumed the reason the item appeared on the
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Additional Estimates was simply because
the money from the sale of the land had
been received since the general Estimates
were prepared. If a similar plan was adopted
in regard to the Collingwood school, the
. vote could be shown on the Estimates in
chief next year, and thus be completely under
the purview of the House. But how could
it be said that expenditure of this kind was
removed from the purview of the Assembly
when the committee were actt~ally considering a vote of the kind at the present
moment? He could see no objection to the
principle of applying the money received
from the sale of an old school site towards
the erection of a new school. He thought
that the application he was making was a
reasonable one. He did not ask for anything out of the Education vote, but simply
that an unused piece of property should be
utilized for extending a new school. He
llOped the Minister would reconsider the
matter.
The vote was agreed to.
MR. JOSEPH GEARY.
On the vote of £1,877 for "miscellaneous" in the Education department,
Mr. SERVICE said he thought it necessary to call attention to the following item
in this vote : "Compensation to Joseph Geary. for the loss
of office as inspector of schools under the Board
of Education, £431."

He had gone over the whole of the correspondence connected with this case, and he
now offered it as his very decided opinion
that the money ought never to have been
paid, or even proposed on the Estimates.
He had no hesitation in saying that the
gentleman in question had no right to expect
or claim the money. But there was another
thing which he (Mr. Service) felt much
more strongly, and that was that, even
although a Government might be justified
in coming down to the House and proposing
such a vote, certainly no Government was
justified in paying the money before the
House sanctioned the payment. He only
submitted the item to the committee now
because the money had been paid.
Major SMITH observed that, in consequence of statements which had appeared
in the press, he wished to explain what
action he took in connexion with this
matter when he was Minister of Public
Instruction. He found, on going over the
papers, that he was urged by Mr. Geary to
place this item on the Additional Estimates;
but he positively refused to do so, and, after
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a considerable number of interviews, all he
promised Mr. Geary was to place his claim
before the Cabinet "for favorable consideration," and to let the Cabinet decide
upon it. Like all previous Ministers to
whom Mr. Geary had applied for this compensation, he positively refused to assent
to it as Minister of Public Instruction, amI
he only agreed, after much pertinacity and
frequent interviews from Mr. Geary, to lay
the matter before the Cabinet. He thought
it no breach of confidence to state that the
Cabinet, including the honorable member
for the Avoca (Mr. Grant), were unanimous
in refusing to comply with the application
of Mr. Geary. (Mr. Bent-" Is that shown
on the papers?") The decision of the
Cabinet was shown on the papers, and the
papers disclosed something more than that.
They showed that when the matter was
first brought before the late Minister of
Public Instruction-the honorable member
for the Avoca-he adopted exactly the
same course that all previous Ministers to
whom Mr. Geary applied had done. He
refu~ed to admit the claim as Minister of
Public Instruction.
Mr. BURROWES asked whether the
Cabinet of which the honorable member for
Ballarat West (Major Smith) was a member did not refer the claim to the AttorneyGeneral of the day, and whether he did not
give an opinion on it?
Major SMITH stated that the matter
was referred to the Attorney-General by him,
and, after the opinion of the Attorney-General
was received, the Cabinet decided, notwithstanding the opinion, that Mr. Geary's claim
should not be allowed. The late Minister
of Public Instruction also refused to recognise the claim at first, but it appeared that
pressure was afterwards brought to bear
upon him by the late Premier. (Mr. Bent
-" Sir Bryan again.") The honorable
member for Brighton could not laugh off a
matter of this sort. Since the establishment of constitutional govermnent in the
colony there was no precedent for such a
course as had been taken in connxion with
this claim-namely, that after four Ministers
of Public Instruction in succession had refused to recognise it, the money should have
been paid, and paid without the authority of
Parliament. He (Major Smith) told Mr.
Geary that, even if the Cabinet approved of
his claim, no money would be paid until the
item had been passed by Parliament on the
Estimates. As he had already said, however, the Cabinet unanimously decided
against the claim. The then Premier (Mr.
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Berry) went over the papers in the case, and
every member of the Cabinet had an oppor. tunity of seeing them. Now that the money
had been paid he did not see what could be
done, because he presumed that there would
be no use in asking Mr. Geary to refund it,
but he (Major Smith) did. not think that a
more glaring case could. be found in the
history or the colony of money being ex-:
pe~ded by a Treasurer wit.hout reference to
Par~:;tment ,at all. Into Mr. Geary's past
history, or even into how he severed. his connexion .with the Education department, he
(Major Smith) would not go, nor indeed
would he press the matter any further. The
money had been paid and there could be no
pOSf3ible use in requiring it to be refunded.
H~~ he assented to Mr. Geary's claim he
would have embodied it in the Additional
E~t.imates, but he would never have thought
of: paying the money without parliamentary
authority.
; Mr. BENT said the authority the late Gov~rmuent had for their action with regard to
Mr~ Geary's claim was the obligation they
fe~t phemselves under to carry out the agreement entered into by their predecessors.
According to the pl'ecz's of Mr. Geary's case
which had been laid on the table, the honorable member· for Ballarat West (Major
Smith), when he was Minister of Public Instruction, caused Mr. Geary to be informed
that the amOUl\t due to him for compensation
would be placed on the Supplementary Estimates. (Major Smith-" That is simply
Mr. Geary's own statement.") It was the
statement made in the return formally placed
before honorable members, and upon the
strength of that expressed intention the late
Gover~ment caused the money to be paid.
Maj~r SMITH said he positively refused
to sancMon the claim, but, in consequence of
Mr. Geary's pertinacity, he agreed to refer
it to the Cabinet, who decided against it.
Mr. BENT observed that the papers relating to Mr. Geary contained the following : "MINISTER'S ORDER.

"Inform Mr. Geary that it is my intention to
recommend his claim for compensation to the
favor~ble consideration of the Cabinet, and, if
approved by them, to place a sum on the Supplementary Estimates to meet it.
cc 28/7/78.
"W. C. S." .

The claim was also referred to the AttorneyGeneral of the day, who evidently regarded
it as a proper one, inasmuch as he gave the
following opinion : - .
"The practice of the Education department
has been uniformly to recognise the Civil Service
Act as the basis on which officers of that department are dealt with under section 22 of Act No.
447, as no basis has been provided since (as it was
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the intention of Parliament to provide when thnt
Act was passed) to deal with the whole civil
service in future after that year .
"In that aspect, Mr. Geary must be dealt with
as dispensed with in January, 187B, as far as his
appointment under the Act of 1862 was con·
cerned. A t that time he had served fifteen
years, and as he had recovered in court compensation for five years, he is entitled now to
ten months' pay as compensation."

"\Vith all this before them, the late Ministry
felt that, unless they adopted the American
system, they were bound to carry out what
had. been practically promised by their pre-·
decessors. They considered that they acted
in a reasonable and proper way, and. they
hoped their successors would never do any
worse.
Mr. WALKER begged to call the attention of the honorable member for Brighton
to the' circumstance that the honorable member for Ballarat West (Major Smith), while
· Minister of Public Instruct.ion, was the author
of more than one Minister's order relative to
· Mr. Geary. For example, he wrote the
, following : "MINISTER'S ORDER.

.

"The Cabinet, having had this matter under
consideration, is unable to recognise the claim
preferred by Mr. Geary.-W. C. S."

SO that, if he at one time advocated Mr.
, Geary's claim, he afterwards retracted the
advocacy. There was no need to go further
into the merits of the case. It was plain,
for one thing, that if Mr. Geary was fairly
entitled to the money he got, a large num· ber of other persons formerly employed under
the Common Schools Act ought, for consistency's sake, to be placed in a similar
position. Again, it was a question whether
Mr. Geary, when he was practically dis, mis~ed from the Education department, did
not forfeit every claim for compensation he
might have previously been deemed to possess. Another point deserving attention
was that the amount Mr. Geary got must
have been obtained under a Supply Bill,
although it was the invariable rule that
moneys available under Supply Bills ought
· in no instance whatever to be applied to
the payment of disputed claims. Why,
if any other plan could be followed, any
item of the Estimates, no matter how objectionable it might be to the majority of
honorable members, could be smuggled
through. The Government of the day
would only have to pay the money, and then
invite honorable members to pass the vote
on the ground that the money was gone
, and could not be got back. Under such a
condi,tion of things, where would be the
boasted financial control of the Assembly?
: The position of honorable members at the
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present moment was that .they had to consent to an item of expenditure of which not
one in a dozen of them approved.
Mr. BURROvVE S thought the honorable
members who objected to the item lost sight
of the promises made to officers under the
old Common Schools Act to induce them
to como under the Education Act of 1872.
Passing, however,from that point, he wished
to say that the main reason why the late
Government paid the money to Mr. Geary
was that the Attorney-General of the last
Berry Government but one gave a clear
opinion that the State was legally responsible
for the amount.
Mr. SERVICE stated tha.t, although
Mr. Gea.ry was allowed to resign his position
in the Education department, his resignation took place under very peculiar circumstances. He was, in fact, informed that
if he did not resign he would be dismissed.
The following was the letter written to him
on the subject : "Education Department, Melbourne,
"30th November, 1874.
"Sir,-I am directed by the honorable the Minister of Public Instruction to inform you that
your explanation of neglect of duty has been
considered by the Government; and it has been
decided that such frequent and serious irregularities in the performance of your duties as a
public officer cannot be overlooked, but, in consideration of your long connexion with educational matters in Victoria, you will be permitted
to resign your appointment as inspector of
schools, provided your resignation be sent in to
the office within a week from this date.
"You are distinctly to understand that no
claim for compensation for loss of office will be
entertained.
« I'have, &c.,
"HENRY VENABLES, Secretary."

Yet, the moment after Mr. Geary got the
money the late Government gave him, he
sent in a further claim for £210 as the interest due upon the sum which had been
kept from him for seven or eight years.
(¥r. Bent-" Did he get what he asked
for? ") No; the late Government refused
to recognise the claim; but, if he was able
tQ go on in the future as he had done in
the past, who could say he would not find a
Government to hand him over the money?
Moreover, who could avoid the logical conclusion that if he was entitled to the first
amount he was also entitled to the second?
H;e (Mr. Service) felt so strongly on this
matter that, if· a motion was proposed to
the effect that the amount be not passed as
the vote of the Assembly, he would support
it.
.
,Mr. RICHARDSON moved that the
item be struck out. He said the late Government must have known when they paid

l1.J

:A11-. JosejJJ~ OedJ'!).

191

the money to Mr. Geary that they were
doing an illegal act, and they ought in
justice to the country to refund the sum to
the revenue out of their own pockets. It
would not matter if, in. consequence of the
item being struck off the Estimates, the
Audit Commissioners made the amonnt a
surcharge on the Treasury, because that
could be easily got over. What he desired
was that the item should be left unpassed
for ever, and so remaiu a standing record of
the disgrace brought by the late Government
on the Legislature.
Mr. KERFERD expressed the hope
that the honorable member for Creswick
(Mr. Richardson) would withdmw l1is proposition, because, if it was carried, the
amount would nevertheless ha ve eventually to
be voted foi' the sake of adjusting the annual
accounts. With rega.rd to the statement
of the honorable member for Sandhurst (Mr.
Burrowes), it was to be observed that, even
assuming the amount claimed by Mr. Geary
to· have been actually recovered at law, the
money could not be legally paid to him
until it was voted by Parliament. As
matters stood, the Assembly was in the unfortunate position of having no remedy for
the action of the late Government.
Mr. MIRAMS said he also hoped that
the amendment would be withdrawn. The
honorable member for Boroondara and the
honorable member for Oreswick (Mr. Richardson) both asked how the Government
who paid the Geary item beforehand, and so
took the policy involved in it out of the
pill'view of Parliament, could be got at, but
the answer was plain. The late Government
had been already got at by the country.
Their having handed this sum to Mr. Geary
was a count in the indictment raised against
them at the late general election, and one
of the causes that led to their great defeat.
Under these circumstances, both honorable
members ought to rest satisfied.
Mr. DOW thought the amendment ought
not to be pressed. As a matter of fact,
Mr. Geary was perfectly right, from a worldly
point of view, in doing what he did, and the
only way in which the House could protect
itself against acts like the payment of his
claim beforehand was placing in power aGovernment who would not be guilty of
any job of the kind. He (Mr. Dow) was
lectured, night after night, during the previous session for opposing the " peace, progress, and prosperity" Government, who,
it was said, would never look at a job; but
what, after all, was the case with them? On
the 10th October, 1882, the Secretary of the
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Education department wrote to Mr. Geary
to the following effect : "The Minister of Public Instruction does not
feel at liberty to pay the proposed compensation
until it shall have been voted by .Parliament,
nor, indeed, has he any funds at his disposal out
of which payment could be made."
But it turned out that there was a higher
power in the late Ministry than its Minister
of Public Instruction. The late Premier
tltepped in, and the £431 was not only
placed on the Additional Estimates but
handed over to Mr. Geary in advance. The
lesson to he learnt from all this was that, if
Parliament wanted purity of administration,
it must be careful what men it placed in
office.
The amendment was withdrawn.
The vote was then agreed to, as also were
the votes of £3,169 for the Attorney-General's department and £105 for the department of the Minister of Justice.
PROMOTIONS IN THE
TREASURY.
On the vote of £600 for the Treasurer's
department,
Mr. C. YOUNG observed that on the
previous Thursday the Treasurer stated that
promotions had been made by the late Government in the Treasurer's department
without any memoranda on the subject from
its permanent head. (Mr. Service-"No.")
The A1'g'lt8 report of the honorable gentleman's remarks was to the following
effect : "Some of these promotions were simply made
by the late Treasurer endorsing the applications
that were sent in. There were no other papers."
The Hansard report, which was a little more
full, was as follows : "Mr. SERVICE said that several of the promotions in his own department were recommended
by the late Treasurer, and, in those cases, there
were no papers except the minutes made by that
gentleman on the applications."
Upon this, he (Mr. Young) asked for the
production of the documents connected with
the applications and the appointments in
question; but at first he was told that there
were none to produce. However, papers of
the kind were eventually brought forward,
and what did they show? Connected with
the application for promotion sent in by Mr.
Eddy, there was a long memorandum from
the Under-Secretary and another from the
Under-Treasurer. Again, with respect to Mr.
Plaisted's application, the Under-Treasurer
wrote stating that he was happy to submit
it, and bearing testimony to the efficiency
and zeal of the applicant. The very same
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thing was done with regard to the application sent in by Mr. Owen. In the case of
Mr. Foy's application, an official memorandum addressed to the Treasurer informed
him, among other things, that the applicant
had been receiver and paymaster at Shepparton, and in receipt of a yearly allowance
of £40, which was reduced to £20 when he
was promoted to the 4th class. Then the
application of Mr. Lane was accompanied by
a long recommendation from Major Couchman, testifying to the applicant's energy
and ability and the great value of his services.
In another instance, Mr. Symonds backed
up the application of Mr. McKenna by
stating in a lengthy memorandum that it
would give him great pleasure if the
applicant's services were duly recognised.
The next case was that of Mr. H. Smith,
whose application borea memorandum signed
by Mr. Symonds to the effect that the application could be again submitted when
the next Estimates were drafted. The application was re-submitted, and he believed
the officer obtained the desired promotion,
because this further minute appeared" Mr. Smith, promoted to 8rd class from the
1st July, provided the Estimates prepared by the
Treasurer are passed by Parliament."
Another case was that of Mr. Joseph Levi.
Mr. Levi's application for promotion from
the 5th to the 4th class was supported by
Mr. Hall, the Receiver and Paymaster at
Melbourne, and the papers bore the following
memorandum written by Mr. Symonds:" I should be very glad to recommend Mr. Levi
for promotion so soon as his turn arrives. There
are four seniors to him all deserving promotion."
Then there were the cases of Mr. Chivers,
Mr. Fearon, Mr. Bennett, Mr. Wyman,
and Mr. Ferres, in each of which the applications for promotion were endorsed by the
Under-Treasurer.
Under these circumstances, it would appear that the Treasurer
did not speak with very great caution when
he tried to prove that in the case of the promotions made by his predecessor there was
nothing to show but the late Treasurer's
memorandum on the turned-up corner of
each application. The ordinary instincts of
decency ought to have taught the Treasurer
to be exceedingly cautious in making statements of that kind, which might tell to the
disadvantage of a gentleman who could not
be in the House to defend himself. When
the Treasurer made the statement that there
were no papers except the minutes of pro- .
motion made by the late Treasurer on the
applications he made something like a false
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statement-at all events, a statement intended to bring discredit on his predecessor.
(An Honorable Member-"Thathedenies.")
If the Treasurer would say he had discovered
that the statement which he made the other
night was incorrect-tbat he had found
papers which he did not know of at ~rst
he (Mr. Young) would let the matter drop.
(Mr. Service-" I would not say so.")
Therefore he was bound to assume that what
the Treasurer had done was mean and despicable. The Treasurer led the committee.
to suppose that his predecessor made promotions without consultation with the permanent head of his department-in point
of fact, on his own motion ; but the papers
showed thai; the Treasurer had not treated
llis predecessor fairly. The Treasurer would
consult his own dignity and self-respect if
he would drop this sort of thing in connexion
with an absent man, and confine himself to
attacking those who were present and could
answer for themselves.
Mi. SERVICE observed that one of the
chief statements which he made with respect
to this matter was that promotions were
made without consultation with the permanent head of the department, and he
repeated that statement now. (Mr. C.
Y oung-" I have read what the permanent
head wrote.") This was the sort of memorandum the honorable member had read : " Mr. McKenna's salary to be raised to £200
per annum, provided that the Estimates now
being prepared for the Treasurer's department
are passed."

This was a· memorandum made upon the
order of Sir Bryan O'Loghlen; but it did
not show that Mr. Symonds was consulted
in the matter. Another case-that of Mr.
Levi -llad been referred to. The late
Treasurer wished to promote Mr. Levi from
.the 5th to the 4th class, and he was stopped
from doing so only by the representations of
Mr. Symonds that there were foUl' other
officers in the 5th class who were senior to
Mr. Levi. But what was the result? In
order that Mr. Levi might be promoted, the
late Treasurer, before he left office, promoted
the whole five. (Mr. C. Young-" What
about Mr. Hall's memorandum ?") Mr.
Symonds, and not the Receiver and Paymaster, was the man he (Mr. Service) would
consult. Mr. Symonds might properly take
into account the recommendations of the
Receiver and Paymaster with regard to the
officers under him, but it was not for the
political head of the department to consult
the permanent head of a sub-department.
As a matter of fact, the Under-Treasurer
SESe 1883.-p
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told him distinctly that he was not consulted
with regard to these promotions.
Mr. BURROWES remarked that the
Treasurer stated on a previous evening that
some of the promotions were made simply
by the Treasurer endorsing the applications.
(Mr. Service-" I say so still.") But the
papers did not bear out that statement.
Mr. SERVICE said some of them did.
(Mr. McIntyre-" Will the Treasurer admit
he overstated the case?") He would not
admit any such thing. If the U nderTreasurer had been party to any of these
promotions, llC would be the very last man
to deny it. With regard t~ Mr. Eaton's
promotion from the 2nd to the 1st class, Mr.
Symonds did not recommend it. Mr. Eaton
was no doubt a most excellent officer, but
Mr. Symonds protested against the 1st class
being overcrowded. The whole gist of the
statement which he (Mr. Service) intended
to make, and which he believed he did make,
was that without consultation with the permanent head of the departm~nt, who was
the only man who had a right to be consulted, the late Treasurer promoted most of
these officers merely by a memorandum on
a turned-down corner of the applications.
Mr. C. YOUNG observed that many
of the p'apers which had been produced
were covered with memoranda from the
U nder-Treasurer and other officers showing
that the late Treasurer did not make the
appointments without inquiry and having
the full facts before him. (Mr. Service"Not from the U nder-Treasurer.") Several
of the papers were covered with memoranda
initialed "E. S. S." (Mr. Service-"What
are they?") He did not know. But it
was clear that the late Treasurer was amply
informed as to what were the desires of the
U nder-Treasurer and the other officers of the
department.
The vote was agreed to.
The resolutions were then reported to the
House.
MELBOURNE HARBOUR TRUST
ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
The amendment made in this Bill, in
committee, was considered and adopted.
On the motion of Mr. GILLIES, the
Bill was read a third time and passed.
PAYMENT OF MEMBERS BILL.
Mr. GILLIES presented the following
message from His Excellency the Governor : "NOHIIIANBY,

G01'el·n07'.

"In a.ccordance with the requirenients of
section 57 of the Constitution Act, the Governor
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recommends that an appropriation be made out
of ~he consol!dated revenue for the purposes of
a Bl!l to provlde for reimbursing members of the
LegIslatIve Assembly their expenses in relation
to their attendance in Parliament
r, Government Offices, Mel bour~e,
"11th April, 1883."
The message was ordered to be taken into
consideration forthwith.
The House accordingly went into committee.
Mr. GILLIES movedrc That it is expedient that an appropriation be
made out of the consolidated revenue for the
purposes of a Bill to provide for reimbursing
members of the Legislative Assembly their
expenses in relation to their attendance in Parliament."
The resolution was agreed to, and was
reported to the House, and adopted.
Authority being given to Mr. Gillies and
Mr. Deakin to introduce a Bill to carry out
the resolution,
Mr. GILLIES brought up a Bill "to
provide for reimbursing members of the
Legislative Assembly their expenses in relation to their attendance in Parliament,"
and moved that it be read a first time.
The motion was agreed to, and the Bill
was read a first time.
The House adjourned at thirty-nine
minutes past eleven o'clock.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
Thw'sday, April 12, 1883.
Rabbits Suppression Act-Local Government Act-Sale
Gaol-Melbourne Harbour Trust Act Amendment Bill
-Water Supply Loans Bill-Assent to Bill.

The PRESIDENT took the chair at twentyfive minutes to five o'clock p.m., and read
the prayer.
RABBITS SUPPRESSION ACT.
The Hon. D. C. STERRY observed that,
as the Minister of Justice stated the previous day that the Government intended to
consider the amendment of the Rabbits Suppression Act, he hoped they would consider
the desirableness of introducing the weasel
and other natural enemies of the rabbit. It
was well known that poisoning only got rid
of the older rabbits, and, as the young ones
remained, it would be impossible to extirpate
the pest by that means.
The Hon. T. F. OUMMING remarked
that a proposal had been made to destroy the
rabbits by means of inoculation with tuberculosis. He had ascertained from several
leading veterinary surgeons that if that
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system was allowed it would destroy, not only
the rabbits, but all the stock in the colony.
The Hon. R. S. ANDERSON stated
that, if the honorable members who .had
referred to this matter would forward him
their views in writing, he would bring their
communications before the Oabinet.
LOOAL GOVERNMENT AOT.
The Hon. D. C. STERRY remarked
that, as the Government had announced
their intention of proposing an amendment
of the Local Government Act, there was
one very important amendment which the
municipal conference waS very anxious to
have made, and, if the Government were not
in a position to deal with the whole Act
next session, a short measure might be
passed giving effect to their wishes on the
subject. He referred to the necessity for
limiting the liabilities of local bodies with
reference to unformed portions of roads. At
present local bodies were victimized for accidents which occurred on roads which had
never been formed, and if the Government
would introduce a short measure on the
lines of the resolutions adopted by the
municipal conference, the local bodies would
be very thankful.
The Hon. R. S. ANDERSON intimated
that, if the honorable member would furnish
him with a copy of the resolutions of the
municipal conference, he would bring them
under the notice of the Government.
SALE GAOL.
The Hon. F. E. BEAVER asked the
Minister of Justice when the new gaol at
Sale (finished about eighteen months since)
would be occupied; and if the Government
would cause an inquiry to be made as to its
security for the safe custody of prisoners?
He observed that the gaol was merely surrounded by a galvanized iron fence, nailed
on rods which were inside, so that it could
be easily scaled.
The Hon. R. S. ANDERSON intimated
that the Ohief Secretary had at present
under consideration the question whether it
would be at all necessary to use the building.
erected at Sale for a gaol. If the building
was so used, alterations would certainly have
to be made to render it properly secure.
MELBOURNE HARBOUR TRUST
AOT AMENDMENT BILL.
This Bill was received from the Legislative Assembly, and, on the motion of the
Hon. F. T. SARGOOD, was read a first
time.
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Mr. SARGOOD, with the leave of the
House, moved the second reading of the Bill.
He said-Honorable members are probably
aware that the Harbour Trust Act of 1876
contains a section which was supposed
to empewer the Harbour Trust Commissioners to borrow money to the extent of
£250,000. So soon, however, as the commissioners proceeded to ascertain their borrowing powers under that Act, they found,
by obtaining legal opinions on the subject,
that the only manner in which they could
borrow was by executing a mortgage of all
the plant and property belonging to the
trust. I need hardly point out that the
effect of this was to place the trust in a
very disadvantageous position as borrowers
and a very undesirable position for any public body to occupy. The attention of successive Governments has been ealled to this
defect in the Act, amongst others, and repeated applications have been made that it
should be remedied, in order that the commissioners might be able to 'obtain such
funds as they required for the works under
their supervision, on the most advantageous
terms. From various causes, however, no
legislative action has been taken on the subject in another place until just recently, when
the commissioners waited on the Government and urged that, as they were now paying 7 per cent. interest on a considerable
sum, and much larger sums would be required to carry out the works intended to be
executed by the trust, a short amending
Bill should be passed this session, to save
tlle commissioners from paying an undue
amount of interest. The Government admitted the justice of their representations,
and, consequently, the present short measure
has been introduced for the purpose of dealing with this one question, all debatable
matters being left over until next session,
when, in common with other honorable members, I hope to see the Melbourne Harbour
Trust placed upon a satisfactory basis.
Under the present Bill, the commissioners
will be able to go into the London market
and borrow on debentures on the most advantageous terms, and I have no doubt
that, instead of being compelled to pay
7 per cent., they will be able to obtain
money at 5 per cent. The Bill has been
already passed by another place, and I
think I can safely ask honorable members
to pass it through all its stages at the
present sitting.
The Hon. J. LORIMER.-Mr. President, I must heartily congratulate Mr.
Sargood on the success of his Government
p2
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in being able to place this measure bef()re us
to-day. The Bill is a most necessary one
as far as it goes, and I think it may be accepted as a foretaste of still better things to
come next session-as an instalment of
those additional powers with wbich it will
be necessary to invest the Harbour Trust
Commissioners, and which the public desil:e
they should be invested witb, in order to
complete as expeditiously as possible the
great work of harbour improvement at the
port of Melbourne which has been designed
and very successfully commenced. Although
the power of issuing debentures for the sum
the trust is already authori3ed to borrow
will not accomplish yery much, still it will
relieve the commissioners from any financial
embarrassment for probably two years to
come, and will enable them to borrow on the
most favorable terms, which they cannot d'o
at present. The Bill will· also enable the
trust to go on working, pending the passage
of the more comprehensive measure which,
I am glad to hear, we may shortly expect.
Inasmuch as the suggestion of passing this
short measure during the present session
originated with myself, I am bound to support
it, and I trust that it will be unanimously
accepted by the House.
The Hon. C. J. HAM.-I am glad to
find at so early a stage of the Government's existence that this measure has found
its way here. I presume that the borrowing
powers of the Harbour Trust will be dealt
with in the larger measure to be brought
forward, as otherwise I think it would have
been better, instead of passing a Bill the
results of which, we are told, will be exhausted in two years, if a Bill had been proposed gi ring the Harbour Trust borrowing
powers based on their net income, as has
been done in the case of local bodies. That
course would have obviated the necessity for
the trust applying to Parliament again in
two years in the event of the larger measure
not becoming law. It is very desirable that
adequate borrowing powers should be given
to the trust, because I understand that the
money it is borrowing at present is obtained
entirely in the colony, and thus the trust
absorbs a quantity of capital which might
find useful vent in other directions. Under
the present Bill, however, the commissioners will be enabled to borrow money in
the London market, and thus the colony will
be benefited by the introduction of further
English capital, which must be of advantage
to the whole commercial community. I
trust the Bm will be allowed to pass through
all its stages.
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The Hon. R. S. ANDERSON.-Under undesirable to make any amendment in the
the present law the Melbourne Harbour Bill which might jeopardize it in another
Trust can only borrow in the colony, and place, I think we ought at all events to try
upon the security of the property they pos- the experiment of making the alteration
sess. The result is that a much higher rate I have suggested, even should we not insist
would have to be paid by the trust for money upon it in the event of the Assembly disobtained in that way-on mortgage-than agreeing with it. The term" sufficient evithe money could be procured for by issuing dence" has given rise to a great deal of
debentures in the London market. Besides litigation, and I think it would be unwise if
it would be so improper and injudicious for we adopted it without, at any rate, attempta public body to mortgage their property ing to substitute the phrase "conclusive
that the Harbour Trust Commissioners have evidence."
The Hon. P. HANNA.-I have no dehitherto refrained from borrowing in that
manner. With regard to the remarks of sire to oppose the second reading of this
Mr. Ham as to the desirability of enlarging Bill, but at the same time the measure is
the borrowing powers of the trust in this undoubtedly very defective. It is well
Bill,I may state that both the commissioners known that, in the opinion of the best legal
and the Government agreed that, in order to authorities, the Melbourne Harbour Trust
get the Bill through this session, it was de- at present only" stands upon one leg." It
sirable not to introduce anything which is not in a legal position either to sue or to
might cause debate and endanger the passage be sued, and I regret to find that this Bill
of the measure. The Bill therefore has been is minus a clause to remedy that defect.
confined simply to one proposal, to which even In view of the importance of providing
'the opponents of the Harbour Trust could proper facilities for the shipping and comnot take exception. Under these circum- ,merce of the port or Melbourne, I think
stances, I trust the Council will not make this is a question upon which honorable
any amendment in the measure which would members should speak out boldly, and I
have no hesitation in saying that members
give rise to discussion elsewhere.
The Hon. F. S. DOBSON.-Whilstde- or the Harbour Trust have used their posisiring this Bill to pass with all reasonable tion simply for their own interest and benefit.
speed, and considering that the Harbour C" Oh ! ") I am prepared, if a select comTrust has been rather hardly dealt with in mittee is appointed~ to prove the statement.
the past with respect to legislation, I would The Harbour Trust Commissioners are only
point out to the honorable member in charge a trust for the expenditure of a certain
of the measure that serious difficulty may amount of money obtained at the port, and
arise under the 5th clause should it be al- I assert that they have abused and monopolowed to remain as it is. It seems to me lized their trust, and devoted it to their own
that the clause will leave the trust in the personal interests. There arc some shipping
. same difficulty that is supposed to exist at firms which actually cannot get a berth at
present with regard to its incorporation. the Australian wharf after all the money
that has been expended. While not opposThe clause provides" A certificate under the hands of any two of ing this Bill, which has simply for its object
the commissioners and the secretary, endorsed the borrowing of money cheaply, I think
on any debenture issued by the commissioners,
of the principal sum thereby secured being part the Government should give a substantial
guarantee to Parliament and the country
of the amount which the commissioners at the
date of such certificate may legally borrow shall
that they will introduce a measure to enbe sufficient evidence of the due incorporation
of the commissioners and of the authority of large and amend the Harbour Trust. I
such commissioners to borrow and to issue such believe that if the old regime had been condebenture."
tinued, and the Government had themselves
I need hardly point out to the Minister of 'spent £'100,000 a year on the improvement
Justice that" sufficient evidence" is merely of the port of Melbourne, more work would
another term for "prima facie evidence"- 11ave been done, and there would have been
'that is, evidence good enough for a court less cause of grievance than there has been
and jury to act upon, provided that it is not under the Harbour Trust. I do not see
challenged. I think that, unless for the why, instead of proposing this measure, the
word "sufficif'nt" we substitute "conclu- Government could not do as they have done
sive," the Harbour Trust will remain in the for waterworks trusts, namely, borrow the
same difficulty with respect to legal proof money themselves and lend it to the Harof incorporation that exists at present. bour Trust, and thus keep them on their
While fully agreeing that' it would be good behaviour. I know that the mercantile
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community and ship and steam-boat owners . purpose. If the amendment is not agreeable
complain grievously of the influence which to another place, we shall, at all events, be
is cxercised by certain members of the no worse off than we are at present.
trust who are owners or part owners of
The motion was agreed to.
vessels. I am here as a free-lance to expose
The Bill was then read a second time, and
such proceedings, and, unless a satisfactory committed.
measure is brought forward, it will be my
On clause 5, which was as follows : duty to ask for a committee, with the view
"A certificate under the hands of any two of
of preserving the rights and privileges of the commissioners and the secretary, endorsed
on any debenture issued by the commissioners,
merchants and ship-owners, so that all shall of
the principal sum thereby secured being part
have equal privileges.
of the amount which the commissioners at the
The Hon. W. E. HEARN.-The object date of such certificate may legally borrow
be sufficient evidence of the due incorl?oof this Bill is to enable the Melbourne Har- shall
ration of the commissioners, and of the authOrIty
bour Trust to borrow money-probably in of sucb commissioners to borrow and to issue
London. Now, if they go to London to such debenture,"
borrow money, it is plain that they must have
Mr. SARGOOD stated that the Governa good title to enable them to do so, and it ment would, in view of the opinions just
appears that certain technical objections have expressed by Dr. Dobson and Dr. Hearn,
been taken with respect to the incorporation consent to the amendment in the clause
of the trust or rather the mode of proving which they recommended.
incorporation. If even a whisper of doubt
Dr. DOBSON thought it would be well
should arise in London as to the capacity of to carry the amendment referred to a little
the trust to borrow, it would seriously inter- further, in order to meet some of the objecfere with the success oE the loan, and, if it tions to the Bill which were entertained
should turn out that those objections were elsewhere. He moved that the words" shall
well founded and the trust were not entitled be sufficient" (line 7) be altered to "shall
to borrow, it strikes me tbat such a thing for the purposes of this Act be conclusive.,t
would very seriously damage the credit of
The HOll. F. E. BEAVER expressed
this country in endeavouring to raise money the opinion that if the words "for the
in England. I think, therefore, that we purposes of this Act" were not inserted in
should endeavour as far as we can to remove the clause the passing of the Bill elsewhere
any such difficulty, and the difficulty can be would be jeopardized.
removed by the adoption of the amendment
Mr. ANDERSON urged that Dr.
suggested by Dr. Dobson. It is quite clear Dobson should be content with moving the
that the term" sufficient evidence" means substitution of "conclusive" for" sufficient."
merely" prim(ijacie evidence," and it might To adopt the words "for the purposes of
be possible to set up a counter case to show this Act" would unquestionably give rise
that the money was not duly borrowed. It to injurious suspicions.
Dr. DOBSON said he would, in that
would therefore be well to substitute the word
" conclusive," which, although not getting case, simply move that "conclusive" be
rid of the difficulty regarding incorporation su bstituted for" sufficient."
in other respects, would enable the Harbour
The amendment was agreed to.
On the schedule specifying the form of the
Trust to go into the London market with a
clean title as far as borrowing purposes were intended debentures, and that each should
concerned, and would show that there was be for" one hundred pounds,"
Mr. LORIMER moved that the space
no intention, on the part of this country, to
" do " the English capitalists by sending a occupied by the 'Word "one" should be left
body with a bad title to borrow from them blank, in order that the trust might be
under an Act of Parliament. I cannot enabled to issue, within th43 limits of the
imagine anything which would more tend Bill, single debentures for any number of
to weaken the good name and character of hundred.pounds.
the colony than to have it said that this
Mr. SARGOOD said he would offer no
Parliament authorized a body to borrow objection to the amendment.
Mr. HAM considered that it would be
money knowing that it had a defective title.
I think, therefore, that this House ought better to limit the trust to £100 debentures.
The amendment was agreed to.
to endeavour, at all events, to have the
amendment suggested made, so that the
The Bill was then reported with amendcertificate referred to in clause 5 shall be held ments.
to be conclusive evidence of the due incorporMr. SARGOOD moved that the report
ation of t11e IInrbour Trust for this particulnr b~ ~{lo!)tcd.
-
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Dr. DOBSON drew attention to the
extreme inconvenience caused by Bills being
pressed through the Council with undue
speed. He had no intention of stopping
the Bill now before the House in any way,
but,. neverthele&S, he would point to it as
affording a striking example of the results
of hasty proceeding in the matter of legislation. Here was a measure of great importance, true copies of which had never yet
been circulated, brought up to be dealt with
out of hand, the honorable members now
absent from the chamber having very probably never heard of its existence. Besides,
the Bill was most carelessly drawn in many
respects, although the imperfections in it,
s.o far as they had been discovered, appeared
to be of only a trivial kind. Still it was
highly probable that, if further time was
allowed for its consideration, additional
faults would be brought to light. He hoped
the Government would not ask honorable
members to assent to any other measure
under similar conditions.
Mr. SARGOOD admitted that Dr. Dobson's remarks were well founded. His (Mr.
Sargood's) original intention was to move
the second reading of the Bill on the following Tuesday, but, it appearing to be the
desire of the House that the measure should
be dealt with forthwith, he acceded to it.
If Dr. Dobson wished the adopt.ion of the
report made an order of the day for Tuesd,lY, it would be done.
Dr. DOnSON stated that ]le had no
desire to delay the passing of the Bill.
The Hon. J. A. VV AL LACE thought it
would be better to let the Bill stand over
until Tuesday.
The PllESIDENT.-If any honorable
member objects, the question that the report
of the committee on the Bill be adopted cannot be put during the present sitting.
Mr. W AL LACE said he would leave the
point with Dr. Dobson.
The motion was agreed to.
The Dill was then read a third time and
passed.

VV ATER SUPPLY LOANS BILL.
. This Bill was received from the Legislative Assembly, and, on the motion of the
Hon. R. S. ANDERSON, was read a first
time.
ASSENT TO BILL.
The Hon. If. T. SARGOOD presented
a message from the Goyernor, intimating
that, at the Government offices, on the 11th
April, His E,cellency gave his assent to the

The
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Railway Loan Account (1881) Application
Bill.
The House adjourned at seventeen minutes
to six o'clock, until Tuesday, April 17.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Th~trsda.1j,

April 12, 1883.

Diamond DrillS-Navigation of the Murray-Railway De·
partment: Payment of Salaries: California Gully Sid·
ing: An Accident Averted: Maryborough StationCoranderrk Aboriginal Station-Elections and Qualifi.
cations Committee-Payment of Members: Personal
Explanations - Lake Gilbar - Postal and Telegraph
Rates - Artificial Grasses - Agricultural CollegesFloods in the Yarra-Postage and Duty Stamps-Bal·
larat and Sca.rsdale Railway-Customs DepartmentGravel for Goulburn Valley Townships-Telegraph
Wires in Melbourne-Yachts in Hobson's Bay-Yan
Yean Water Supply-Land at Winchelsea-Loan Cor·
respondence-Water Supply Loans Bill-Railway Man·
agement - Supply: Lands Department: Lightning
Rocks: Government Printing-office: Parliament
House: Lighting the Legislative Assembly Chamb£'r :
Government House: Public Library: Ballarat Police
Barracks: Removal of Kensington-hill: Promo·
tions in the Treasury: Customs Department:
Messrs. Clifford, Love, and Co.'s Challenged Teas: Con·
veyance of European Mails: The Orient Company:
Telegraph Department: Railway Department: Parks
and Gardens: Williamstown Coal Prospecting Company - Melbourne· Harbour Trust Act Amendment
Bill-Payment of Members Bill-Melbourne Tramway
and Omnibus Company's Bill.
. The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past
four o'clock p.m.
DIAMOND DRILLS.
Mr. SHACKELL asked the Minister of
Mines whether any of the Government diamond drills were available at the present
time; if so, whether he would grant the
use of one of them to the Heathcote and
Rushworth mining districts, and upon what
terms?
Mr. LEVIEN said he was informed that
both surface and underground drills were
available, and the usc of one of them, if
applied for, would be granted to the Heathcote and Rushworth mining districts on the:
usual terms, namely, that the companies:
requiring the drill must pay all the working:
expenses, and £10 per week for the destruction of diamonds. Any modification of
these terms would have to be considered after
the close of the present financial year.
THE MURRAY.
Mr. SHACKELL asked the Minister of
Public Works whether he would be prepared,
at an early date, to take into consideration
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the desirableness of locking the river Murray,
so as to render that river navigable all the
year round; and, further, whether he would
place himself in communication with the
Government of New South Wales with the
view to carrying out such an undertaking,
::mcl defraying a moiety of the cost of the
sllme?
Mr. DEAKIN said he was informed that
some years ago a report was submitted on
the subject referred to in the honorable member's question, but he had not been able to lay
his hands upon it. He was having the report
searched for, and when he obtained it he
would give his attention to the matter.
RAILWAY DEPARTMENT.
Mr. JAMES asked the Minister of Railways if the payment of last month's salaries
to the employes of the Railway department
in the Ballarat district had been delayed;
and, if so, whether he would take steps to
have the payment made as soon as possible?
Mr. GIL~IES stated that the payment
of the last month's salaries to the railway
employes in the Ballarat district had been
delayed, in consequence of insufficient provision haying been made, but he had taken
steps with the view to prevent delay in the
future.
Mr. BURROWES inquired when the
siding at Ci;l.lifornia Gull v would be com~
pleted ?
Mr. GILLIES said there was no money
available for constructing a siding at California Gully, but he would endeavour to
induce the Treasurer to make provision for
that and other necessary works.
Mr. ZOX asked the Minister of Railways
if he had received any report as to a railway
accident which had been averted that morning near the South Yarra junction? Two
trains had narrowly escaped coming into
collision with each other, and the accounts
which had been circulated of the occurrence
llad caused great alarm in the public mind.
Mr. GILLIES said he had received a
report from the Locomotive Superintendent
from which it appeared that the blame wa~
attributable to the driver of the early train
from Balaclava, who passed the outer signal
of danger and the inner ~ignal of danger,
and npproached close to the South Yarra
station in defiance of those signals. (Mr.
Mimms-"Was he drunk ?") No' and
moreover, he was an old servant. Evidentl;
some of these men were either losing their
l1eads, or were utterly careless of pUblic
safety. He (Mr. Gillies) intended to make
an example of this man.

12.J

Payment of Members.

109

Mr. BOWMAN inquired when the improvements at the Maryborough station
would be carried out?
Mr. GILLIES replied that a portion of
the improvements which it was intended to
carry out at the Maryhorough station were
now in progress, but the plans would require
alteration, in order to bring the cost of the
work within the amount available for tho
purpose.
CORANDERRK ABORIGINAL
STATION.
Mr. DOW said that some members of
the Board for the Protection of the Aborigines had taken exception to certain of the
remarks which he was reported in the press
to have made, the previous evening, with
reference to the Coranderrk Aboriginal
Station. According to the report, he stated
that the board were engaged in a plot to get
the aborigines remoyed from that station
and have the station sold for hop planting.
He did not wish such a meaning to be attached to his words, though probably he
had not expressed himself as clearly as he
ought to have done. His statement applied to the board as it exi steel a bout tell
years ago, and not to the present board,
which comprised the honorable member for
Evelyn, the honorable member for Villiers
and Heytesbury (Mr. Anderson), and other
gentlemen who had only lately been appointed members of it. The former board
undoubtedly made an attempt to break up
the station, in order that the land might be
utilized for other purposes, and their efforts
brought about the dismissal of the then
manager, which dismissal led to the present
troubles at Coranderrk. These statements
were facts which could not be controverted,
but, of course, the present board could not
be blamed. for the action of the former
board.
ELECTIONS COMMITTEE.
The SPEAKER announced that he had
received a letter from Mr. S€'rvice, resigning
his appointment as a member of the Elections and Qualifications Committee.
PAYMENT OF MEMBERS.
Mr. LANGRIDGE said that, the previous evening, he was unavoidably a.bsent
from tho House when the division was
takell on the question of payment of membol's. Had he been present he would have
voted for the motion.
Mr. DOW stated that he also was prevented, by an engagement, from being
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present when the division was taken. Had
he been in his place, he would have voted
in favour of payment of members.
PETITION.
A petition was presented by Mr. MCCOLL,
from Mr. George Urquhart, praying that
the House would appoint a select committee
or other tribunal to inquire into his case, and
grant him such redress as might seem meet.
LAKE GILBAR.
Mr. TOOHEY asked the Minister of
Lands if he would appoint a competent
officer to report on Lake Gil bar, with a
view to its drainage and reclamation?
Mr. TUCKER stated that the SurveyorGeneral had made arrangements to have
Lake Gilbar surveyed as soon as possible,
and, when the survey was made, a report
would be furnished as to the advisability of
draining and reclaiming the lake.
POSTAL AND TELEGRAPH RATES.
Mr. A. HARRIS asked the PostmasterGeneral if he would, at an early date, bring
in a Bill to reduce the cost of telegrams of
ten words to 6d. and the inland letter postage from 2d. to 1d.; and also to abolish
the postage qn newspapers and permit postal
cards to be' issued that would enable answers
to besenton the same cards, without any extra
postage, similar to those now in use in Great
Britain? The honorable member mentioned
that in 1878 the Assembly, by a majority of
38 to 8, passed a resolution in favour of the
letter postage being fixed at a uniform rate
of 1d. from and after the 1st January, 1880,
and that a resolution had recently been
carried in the House of Commons to reduce
the cost of telegrams in England to 6d. for
twenty words.
Mr. BERRY intimated that the subjects
referred to were under the consideration of
the Government, and that their decision
with respect to them would be announced
next session.
ARTIFICIAL GRASSES.
Mr. W. MADDEN asked the Minister
of Agriculture if he would cause experiments
to be made on some of the agricultural reserves in the colony-on the Longerenong
reserve, for instance-with the view of ascertaining what artificial grasses were best
suited for cultivation on the dry Northern
Plains?
Mr. LEVIEN said 110 would cause such
expcriments to be made on two reserves at
least, namely, at Dookie Farm and Longercnong.
.
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AGRICULTURAL COLLEGES.
Mr. OONNOR asked the Minister of
Agriculture if he would consider the desirability of causing suitable reservations of
land to be made in the different electoral
provinces, for the endowment of agricultural
colleges and schools of agriculture, and for
experimental farms?
Mr. LEVIEN replied tha.t there were already reserves made for experimental farms
at Dookie and Longerenong, and for an agricultural college at Bullarto. He proposed to
also select a site in the western district and
one in Gippsland for agricultural collegepurposes.
Mr. YEO expressed the hope that the requirements of the northern districts would
likewise be taken iuto consideration.
YARRA FLOODS.
Mr. WOODS asked the Minister of
Public Works the following questions : "1. Whether anything has been done since
1863 to diminish the danger of floods in the
Yarra; and, if so, what?
"2. Whether an vthing has been done since
that date to increase the danger P"

He gave notice of a third question, but it
did not appear on the notice-paper. He,
however, did not understand why it had
been omitted, or why it should not be put
to the Minister. It was as follows : "3. Whether it will require another flood to
convince the Government that it is necessary to
take some action in the matter ?"

Mr. DEAKIN said very little had been
done since 1863 to decrease the danger from
floods in the Yarra. There was no doubt
that every building erected since then on
the low-lying lands below Prince's-bridge,
and everything that had been done-whether by private individuals, by municipal
bodies, or by the Goyernment-to prevent
the escape of flood waters would increase the
risk of the destruction of property in the
event of another similar flood occurring. A
scheme for removing the danger as far as
possible was ready for consideration by the
Cabinet, and he hoped that it would be considered at an early date.
POSTAGE AND DUTY STAMPS.
Mr. COOPER asked the PostmasterGeneral whether there were any departmental reasons why postage stamps should
not be used for cheques and receipts in
country districts?
Mr. BERRY replied that he was not
aware there were any departmental reasons
'''hy postage stamps should not be used for
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cheques and receipts, but the law made it
necessary that a special stamp should be employed for those purposes, and, until the law
was altered, the change suggested by the
honorable member's question could not be
effected. (Mr. Duffy-" The reform has
been made in England.") He was aware
that an alteration of the kind had been
made in England, and in the Bill to amend
the Post-office Statute, which he intended
to submit to Parliament next session, the
matter would be dealt with in the direction
indicated by the question.
BALLARAT AND SCARSDALE
RAILWAY.
Mr. A. YOUNG asked the Minister of
Rail ways when he intended calling for tenders
for the erection of the stations on the Ballarat and Scarsdale line?
Mr. GILLIES said tenders for the erection of the stations would probably be invited
next month.
CUSTOMS DEPARTlY.1ENT.
Mr. LANGRIDGE called attention to a
paragraph in the At'gus of that day to the
effect that Mr. Howden, Collector of Customs,
and Mr. Macfarlane, a landing surveyor,
intended retiring from the service. He hall
received no intimation of the kind from
either of those officers, and, at the request
of Mr.. Howden, he begged to give the
statement a contradiction.
GOULBURN VALLEY
TOWNSHIPS.
Mr. HALL asked the Minister of Railways when he would complete the delivery
of gravel for the townships of Shepparton,
N umurkah, and W unghnu ?
Mr. GILLIES said the operations for
supplying gravel to the townships mentioned
by the honorable member would be resumed
in a few days. They had been suspended in
. consequence of the necessary engines and
trucks being required for work in connexion
with the duplication of a portion of the
North-Eastern Railway.
TELEGRAPH WIRES.
Mr. COPPIN asked the PostmasterGeneral whether his attention had. been
called to a most disastrous loss of life by
fire in America, in consequence of numerous
telegraph wires making it impossible to erect
ladders in front of the burning building for
the purpose of escape j also if a similar
calamity was possible in Melbourne ;. and, if
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so, whether immediate steps would be taken
to prevent it ? The honorable member remarked that any person who walked along
Flinders-street must be impressed with the
fact that there was a probability of a similar
disaster occurring in Melbourne to that referred to in his question.
Mr. BERRY, in reply, read the following
memorandum from the Deputy PostmasterGeneral:"The circumstances of the case referred to
have not escaped notice, although there appears
to be some misunderstanding as to the obstruction saiel to have been caused by the telegraph
wires. There is no doubt that some difficulty
may be created by them in the narrower streets
should a serious fire take place, but in any case
where human life might be endangered, the wires
could be easily cut down, The department is
fully alive to the necessity of adopting some
better arrangement for reducing the number of
overhead street wires, and diligent inqniries are
being made as to the result of experiments in
other countries, with a view to establish here the
system found to be most suitable."

No time would be lost in ascertaining if any
available means could be found for removing
the necessity of having so many telegraph
wires in the streets of Melbourne. He (Mr.
Berry) was informed tha t where the wires were
placed underground, the current of communication was disturbed by the electricity in
the earth, but experiments were now being
made, which he believed would probably be
successful, with the view of carrying wires
through large pipes, so that they would be
thoroughly insulated. In the Bill to amend
the Post-office Statute which he intended to
introduce,. next session, power would be
taken, if necessary, to adopt any steps that
might be requisite to guard against the
danger referred to in the question of the
honorable member for East Melbourne (Mr.
Coppin).
YACHTS IN HOBSON'S BAY.
Mr. A. T. CLARK asked the Minister
of Customs if he had obtained any information relative to a yacht-owner being fined for
not removing his yacht from its anchorage
in Hobson's Bay, to which matter he
(Mr. Clark) called attention the previous
evening?
Mr. LANGRIDGE said he had made
inquiries, and he found that, with one exception, the yachts anchored in Hobson's Bay
had been removed from Williamstown to the
Sandridge Bight, which was considered a
better anchorage. He had asked the Harbour-master to report on the matter, and if
any further action was necessary, he had requested that officer to take it in such a
manner as would not cause unpleasantness.
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The various items had been reduced by the
YAN YEAN WATER SUPPLY.
Mr. NIMMO said he desired to call the present Government by striking off the odd
attention or the Minister of Public ,Vorks hundreds of pounds, so that the total would
to the immediate necessity for taking steps not exceed £28,000. The object of the Bill
to prevent the unnecessary waste of the Yan was to provide for the advance of the money
Yean water in various parts ot Melbourne to the various local bodies for whom it was
and the suburbs. There was now only a intended. He might mention that they had
depth or 12 feet 4 inches in the Yan Yean entered into contracts in anticipation of the
reservoir, being 4 feet below the ordinary . amount to be advanced to them, so that the
level at this time of the year. Unless the money had either been expended, or was in
'\Vallaby Creek works were soon completed, course of expenditure.
Mr. McLELLAN said he did not desire
the citizens of the metropolis would be placed
to oppose the second reading of the Bill, for
on a short allowance of water. .
Mr. DEAKIN promised to give the he was very glad that the Government had
introduced the measure, but he wished to call
matter immediate attention.
attention to the fact that the borough council of Ararat had entered into contracts to
LAND AT WINCHELSEA.
the
amount of about £11,000 on the strength
Mr. GRAVES (in the absence or Mr.
of a promise that they were to receive
MASON) moved£10,900 from the State. It must be evident
"That there be laid before this House copies of
that it was impossible for them to carry out
all papers in connexion with certain applications
their contracts if nearly £1,000 of the
for land n.t Winchelsen.."
Mr. TUCKER offered to place the papers . amount promised to them was withheld. He
hoped the third reading of the Bill would not
in the Librnry.
be proposed until he had an opportunity of
The motion was withdrawn.
communicating with the local authorities of
Ararat on the subject.
LOAN CORRESPONDENCE.
The motion was agreed to.
Mr. PATTERSON proposed the folThe
Bill was then read a second time,
lowing motion, which appeared O}l the
and committed.
notice-paper as "unopposed" : Discussion took place on the schedule,
"That there be laid before this House copies
which set forth the distribution of the
of all the correspondence, by telegram or othermoney available under the Bill as' follows : wise, between the Agent-General and the late
Government, connected with the loan under Act
No. 717."

Mr. DO,V seconded the motiorf.
Mr. BENT objected to the motion being
allowed to go unopposed.
The motion was ordered to be placed in
the ordinary list.

VV ATER SUPPLY LOANS BILL.
Mr. DEAKIN moved for leave to introduce a Bill to sanction the issue and
application of certain sums of money as loans
for water supply in the country districts.
Mr. SERVICE seconded the motion,
which was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
Mr. DEAKIN moved the second reading
or tllC Bill. He said that under Act No.
735, the sum or £:28,000 was set apart for
loans to municipal bodies, towards the construction of water supply works in country
districts. The late Ministry left in the
Public ,Vorks d c.partment a schedule showing
the mannJr in which they proposed to divide
that sum, but the different items added
together amounted to upwards of £29,000.

Borough of Daylesford
Borough of Hamilton
Borough of Ararat ...
Borough of St. Arnaud
Shire of Beechworth

£10,000
2,000
10,000
2,000
4,000

Total

£28,000

Mr. C. YOUNG inquired whether the
Beechworth Shire Council had not asked
-that the whole of their loan should be advanced to them under the Water Conservation Act?
Mr. DEAKIN stated that a deputation
from the Beechworth Shire Council, that
recently waited upon him, requested that
the amount allocated to them by the late
Government should be advanced under this
Bill.
Mr. KERFERD observed that he was
under the same impression as the honorable
member for Kyneton, until inf(\rmed by the
vVater Supply department that the wiser
course would be to ad vance the money in
the way proposed by the Bill.
Mr. MIRAMS asked what arrangements
had beem made with the local bodies that
would be benefited under the Bill for the
payment of interest on the loans?
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Mr. DEAKIN replied tIl at the Government would hold a mortgage over the waterworks, and, in the event of the non-payment of interest, would be able to take
possession of the works, and receive the
rates.
Mr. McLELLAN submitted that in
view of t.he £nct tllat the Government could
borrow money at a low rate of interest in the
London market, they ought not to continue
to exact from the local bodies such an
exorbitant rate of interest as 6 per cent.,
and particularly as the expenditure was on
works calculated to ad ,7ance the whole
colony. So long as the Government could
borrow at 4 per cent., he did not think they
ought to charge the local bodies more than
4~ per cent. (Mr. Gillies-" They will be
able to have money at
per cent.") That
being so, and having been assured that unless
the Bill passed that evening it would not
pass this session, he would offer no obstruction
to the adoption of the schp.dule.
Mr. ANDERSON inquired on what
principle the Minister of Water Supply had
reduced the schedule framed by the late
Government? Was it a pro rata reduction?
Mr. DEAKIN observed that the sum
available was £28,000, but the schedule of
the late Government amounted to upwards
of £29,000, and he arranged matters by
striking off the odd hundreds of pounds.
Mr. ANDERSON said that it would
appear that under this arrangement Ararat
llad suffered more than any other municipa.lity. The reduction in the case of Ararat
was £900, which, he presumed, was nearly
the whole of the "odd hundreds." He
considered the arrangement neither fair nor
business-like.
Mr. O. YOUNG remarked that one
municipality ought not to be made to bear
the whole brunt of the reduction. Moreover, if Ararat had entered into contracts
for £11,000 under the belief that it would
get £10,900 from the State, great inconvenience might be sustained if it received
no more than £10,000. According to the
Minister of Railways the interest on the
loans would be 4~ per cent. (Mr. Gillies" Under the new Water Oonservation Bill.")
And under this-(Mr. Gillies-" The rate
under this is more.") But was it the intention of the Government to reduce the
interest charged to those local bodies who
had borrowed at a higher rate to the rate
which would be charged under the proposed
Amending Water Oonservation Act? (Mr.
GilFes-" Of course, the rates must be
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equalized.") He was glad to receive that
assurance. He was surprised that, during
the general election, candidates for seats in
Parliament attempted to throw discredit on
the ability of local bodies to pay the interest
on the loans advanced them by the State
for water supply purposes. He regarded it as
an inci tement to local bodies who had borrowed
money to break faith in the matter of paying interest, and therefore as a most disreputable method of seeking to gain popularity. If some few local bodies had been
unable, through various circumstances, to
pay the full amount of interest due from
them up to date, that was no reason why
gentlemen who' ought to know better should
go through the country and attempt to induce the local bodies t.o repudiate their engagements. He believed that most of the
municipalities that would benefit by the
Bill had paid their interest regularly. Ararat and St. Arnaud had fallen behind, but
the money which they would get under this
measure would enable them to complete
their waterworks, and, when that was done,
they would no doubt be in a posit.ion to discharge their liabilities.
The schedule was agreed to.
The Bill, having been gone through, was
reported without amendment.
On the motion of Mr. DEAKIN, the Bill
was read a third time and passed.
LOAN OORRESPONDENOE.
On the order of the day for the House to
resolve itself into Oommittee of Supply,
Mr. BENT said-Mr. Speaker, it will be
in the recollection of the House that, last
night, the Treasurer made some statement
with regard to the correspondence which
passed between the late Treasurer and the
Agent-General about the loan of £4,000,000
recently floated. The statement was termed
" startling" by the senior member for Oastle.
maine, who thereupon gave notice of motion
for the production of the correspondence.
This evening I objected to that motion
being treated as "unopposed" simply because I did nob wish to waste time. I beg
now to state that it is the desire of the late
Treasurer and the late Government that all
the corrospondence should be produced and
published. And here I would ask the
Treasurer, as a man of business and a fair
man, whether he thinks it rjght to get up in
the House and make such a startling statement without giving some notice of his intention to members of the late Government?
Mr. SERVIOE.-The question was put
to me without notice.
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Mr. BENT.-It was what is termed a to learn now that, while I was stating this,
" put-up" question.
the late Treasurer had the consent of the
Mr. SER VICE.-I must protest against Agent-General in his possession.
Mr. BENT.-Don't let there be any
this insinuation.
The SPEAKER.-I don't pretend to mistake. It is only ihis afternoon, before
know what is the exact meaning of the the House met, that Sir Bryan O'Loghlen
phrase a "put-up" question, and therefore made his statement to me.
I cannot say whether it is offensive or not.
Mr. SERVICE.-I am very glad to be
I presume it is a slang phrase; and I would corrected. The honorable member ought t.o
suggest to the honorable member for Brigh- know by this that I have not the slightest
ton, and to the Housp-, that the use of such wish to press unfairly on the late Treasurer
phrases in debate should be avoided.
or anybody else. I believe in speaking
Mr. BENT.-Some time ago I used tIle what is straight and fair; but if the facts
same phrase, and I showed by one of the hit hard that is not my fault. Of course
best dictionaries ever printed that it was not it is a pleasure and relief to me to hear
that the late Government are desirous to
a slang phrase.
Mr. SERVICE.-I don't object to the have the correspondence published; but I
slang; I object to the incorrectness of the think it only right to protest against the
principle suggested by the honorable member
statement.
Mr. BENT.-I have the authority of the for Bnghton, that any incoming Treasurer
late Treasurer for stating that, if the Trea- should be called upon to ask the outgoing
surer desires it, he has no objection to the Treasurer or Government for permission to
words" private and confidential" being re- publish public documents.
moved from the portion of the corresponMr. BENT.-I only went so far as to
dence on which it appears. Not only does the suggest that it would have only been fair
late Treasurer say this, but he has the to let us know the day b2fore that the stnteauthority of the Agent-General to the ment was about to be made, so that we might
course. I would point out that there were have been in a position to answer it.
reasons why a large portion of the corresponMr. SERVICE.-I could not do it.
dence should be "private and confidential."
Mr. GRAVES.-If I recollect aright, the
Mr. SERVICE.-While it was going on, complaint last night was that there might
certainly.
be some difficulty in supplying the correMr. BENT .-And I would ask the Trea- . spondence because certain telegrams were
surer whether he asked Sir Bryan O'Loghlen missing, owing to the circumstance that
or any of his late colleagues if they had any duplicates had not been kept at the Treasury,
objection to the production of the corre- and that the Agent-General had been written
spondence?
to for copies. It appeared to me that there
Mr. SERVICE.-I never did.
would not be much difficulty in finding the
Mr. BENT.-I think that, if positions documents, because the originals of telehad been reversed, Sir Bryan O'Loghlen grams do not go out of the country; they
would have asked the Treasurer-" Have are kept here. Information on the subject
you any objection to this correspondence, is furnished by the following memorandum,
marked 'private and confidential,' being which has been placed in my hands by the
produced?" and particularly as it was courtesy of the Treasurer : known that the papers bore a memo. that
" Letters and telegrams from the Agent-Genethe late Government should be consulted ral of which he was asked to furnish copies by
Treasury letters Nos. 2,419, of 15th March, and
before the documents were published.
Mr. SERVICE.-The question was put 2,593, of 29th March.
"No. 2,072-8th Sept., 1882. No. 2441-1st Dec.
by Mr. Patterson last night on his own No. 2,628-29th Dec. No.1,602-14th July. Telemotion, and I was bound to answer it, as I grams-*No. 9,065-*lst Sept., 1882. *No.9,066Sept. *No. 9,067-5th Oct. *No. 9,068would answer the question of any other 29th
11th Oct.
honorable member who desired information.
." Duplicates of the telegrams above referred
In the course of my reply, I mentioned that to marked * have been siuce found in letters
the late Treasurer left a memo. on a portion addressed by the Agent-General to t.lle Chief
of the correspondence-the last portion Secretary."
handed over by him to the U nder-Treasurer I apprehend that the others will be found in
to the effect that he thought the corre- course of search. Sir Bryan O'Loghlen inspondence should not be published without forms me that he has removed none of the
the consent of the Agent-General- and letters or telegrams, and all of them ought
the outgoing Government. I am surprised to be in the Treasury. At the same time
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I am aware that the late Treasurer was
· constantly sending telegrams to the AgentGeneral at very late hours. I have gone
with him to the Telegraph-office-sometimes as late as twelve o'clock at night-and
probably copies of telegrams despatcbed at
such hours were not kept, but the originals
ought not to have gone astray.
Mr. SERVICE.-Some days ago I put
a series of questions to the Under-Treasurer.
The first was"How many letters were handed over to the
Under-Treasurer by Sir Bryan the day he left
office ?"

The answer received from the correspondence branch of the Treasury is as follows : c'It is impossible to give this information. All
we can say IS that much larger numbers of letters
than usual came out from the Under-Treasurer
dealt with, after Sir Bryan left, and that many
of these showed evidence that they had been
just received from Sir Bryan. Among them
were 13 unregistered letters of old date. There
are 15 letters registered, but this was ascertained
not from the letters themselves, but from information supplied by the Under-Treasurer."

I may mention that when Sir Bryan left the
Treasury, he suggested that some of the
letters should not be sent out of the office
because they were confidential; and the
U nder-Treasurer, thinking that nevertheless
there should be a record of them, made a
memorandum of the number and date of
each, and sent that memorandum to the
correspondence branch for the purposes of
registration. This is what is referred to in
the remark that it is impossible to say how
many letters were left by Sir Bryan, because
some were registered only from information
supplied by the Under-Treasurer. The other
questions, and the answers thereto, were as
follows : QUESTIONS.

ANSWERS.

2. How many tele- 2. I cannot say exgrams?
actly, but about 39 telegrams have come out
or been collected since
from the Telegraph
office and Chief Secretary's office.
3. How many te1e- 3. Twenty-one copies
grams (copies) obtained of telegrams from the
from Mr. James?
Agent-General, and 11
to the Agent-General.
4. How many not ob- 4. I presume 18.
tained?
· 5. Any copies got 5. Thirteen.
from Adelaide?
6. How many written 6. Copies of four Jetfor to the Agent-Gen- ters and four telegrams
· eral ?
asked for.

Mr. McINTYRE.-I think this a very
small affair indeed. It is beneath the dignity
· of the House to notice it.
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ESCAPE FROM ACCIDENT AT
SOUTH YARRA JUNCTION.
Mr. vVALKER.-Ml'. Speaker, I will
take advantage of the present opportunity
to bring before the House a matter which
I think of great public urgency, and about
which a question has already been put to
the Minister of Railways by the honorable
member for East Melbourne (Mr. Zox). It
appears that, this morning, we had a narrow
escape from a railway accident, which if it
had taken place would no doubt have been
attended by more terrible consequences than
those which marked the Hawthorn collision.
Immediately after the Hawthorn accident,
the present Minister of Railways.thought the
matter of so much importance that, in order
to call attention to it, he moved the adjourmnent of the House. On that occasion,
the honorable gentleman, referring to the
question of railway management, said"The matter is becoming so serious that the
attention of Parliament is bound to be drawn to
it, and it ought to be dealt with at once. It is of
infinitely more importance than the Land Bill.
The lives of hundreds of persons may be sacrificed at any moment under the present system
of management."

Now that is just as true to-day as it was
the day it was uttered; and I believe the
Minister of Railways recognises as much
now as he did then the necessity for a
complete change in our system of railway
management. I have no wish, because I
have a most friendly feeling towards the
Government, to dictate to them the mode
of conducting public business. It would be
presumption on my part to do anything of
the kind. At the same time I cannot help
saying that it was the duty of the late Government to deal with this subject at the
earliest possible moment; aud I cannot
admit that a mere change of Government
reduces the necessity for dealing with it.
I consider it is a matter which should receive attention without au hour's delay.
Of course all Governments like. to go into
recess, but here is a matter of pressing
urgency, and I ask the Ministry whether it
is not possihle to deal practically with the
question this session. It has always been
predicted that there would be, some time or
other, an accident at South Yarra Junction.
It appears that, this morning, two trains
came nearly into collision at that place. I
am informed by eye-witnesses that the distance between the two was only a carriagelength. An equally narrow escape was
experienced at Flinders-street the other
day; and the only conclusion to be
drawn from the circumstances is that some
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of the engine-drivers employed by the
Government are totally unfitted for the
position they occupy. It seems almost past
belief that a man in charge of a train, with
the lives of hundreds of people depending
upon him, should in broad daylight, with
11is eyes open, ]Jass two danger signals, as
the Minister of Railways has stated this
evening, without paying the slightest attention to them. Certainly the lives of the
public ought not to be dependent upon men
who are utterly unfit for their positions. At
the time of the Hawthorn collision, the
present Minister of Railways spoke of one
crying necessity-the want of an efficient
brake; and I say this brake question ought
to be settled without the least possible delay.
I have been told that the Brighton train
this morning was not fitted with a continuous brake, and supposing the accident
which was imminent had turned upon the
question as between the ordinary hand
brake and the continuous brake, this House
would have felt some degt'ee of responsibility, owing to the question of the brakes
not having be.en previously dealt with. I
am certain that if an accident similar to
that at Hawthorn occurs during the recess,
the public will most decidedly blame this
House for not having made a change in the
management sooner. I refuse to take any
share in that responsibility, and I enter my
protest here against the continuance of the
present system. I know that the Minister
of Railways has totally changed the system
of making appointments; but the fact remains that unsuitable appointments were
made in the past, and I say that some means
ought to be taken to test the efficiency of
all the railway employes, in order that a repetition of disaster may be prevented. I
ask the Government now if they will consider, between this and Tuesday night,
whether it is not possible to bring in a
Railway Management Bill this session. I
know that the Attorney-General, who is
thoroughly conversant with the subject,
drafted a Bill years ago, and I am satisfied
that the House is in the humour to deal
with such a measure promptly. The feeling
of the public on the subject is intense. Had
the Premier been in the colony a few months
ago, he would have been utterly surprised at
the feeling. It absolutely affected the railway traffic, because many persons resident
in the suburbs, so long as other means of
conveyance could be commanded, would not
travel by railway.
Mr. MIRAMS.-Sir, thehonorablemembel' for Boroondara appears to take for
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granted that the accident which so nearly
occurred this morning is the result of improper appointments by previous Governments. But the honorable member has no
right to indulge in this assumption unless
he is prepared to show, first, that the cl!'ivers
of the trains are to blame; and, secondly,
that those drivers were improperly appointed.
Unless those things can be shown, the whole
argument is not worth listening to.
Mr. WALKER.-The engine-driver
passed two signals this morning.
Mr. MIRAMS.-How does the honorable member know that the engine-driver
could help passing the signals ? The rails may
l1ave been slippery, and. there may have been
no brake on his train. 'tV eought to be assured,
before we condemn the man, that he could
help passing the signals. I am informed that
the man is one of ihe oldest employes of ihe
Hobson's Bay Oompany. If that be so, how
did the question· of improper' and political
appointments arise? When that accident
which we all deplore, and for which the country has had to pay so heavily, occurred at
Hawthorn, opinion was unanimous that the
accident would have been' prevented if the
tllains had been fitted with continuous
brakes; and I want to point out that all the
accidents which have happened. since might
have been avoided if continuous brakes had
been fitted to all trains. I say it is a disgrace to this House and the country that
the risk to life, lim b, and property should
be allowed to continue while a miserable
fight is going on in the press through the
endeavour of a certain journal to foist a
foreign article on the "country, instead of
one of native production. I say that every
accident which has happened since the
Hawthorn collision, and may happen as
long as this dispute lasts, will be chargeable directly to the attempt on the part of
a certain section of this community, and
especially a certain section of the press, to
foist upon this country a foreign brake, instead of a local invention which has been
pronounced suitable in every way by every
expert that has had to deal with it. Let
us face that difficulty at once, and settle it.
When all our trains are fitted with continuous brakes of one kind or other, we
shall hear very little about accidents. The
attempt to make the country believe that a.
change of management in the Railway department alone will put a stop to accidents
is the purest bunkum. Those gentlemen who
desire to induce the country to b~lieve that
must make it clear that the men who are
responsible for accidents were appointed
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through political influence, and were improperly appointed. Until they do that,
all their attempts to influence public opinion
will fall far short of their desires.
Mr. W ALKER.-I made no charge, and
it is utterly unjustifiable for any honorable
member to get up and say I did. Such a
thing is foreign to my nature. What I contended for was that an engine-driver who disregards two signals is very much to blame.
Mr. J. HARRIS.-I have no information as to the cause of the occurrence of
this morning. No doubt the escape from
disaster was very narrow. One thing which
is now shown to be indispensable is the duplication of the railway from Richmond to
South Yarra, and the sooner that work is
entered upon the better. At present, what
with banks 30 or 40 feet high, sharp
curves, and the steep gradient towards
Hawksburn, the surroundings of the South
Yarra junction are fraught with danger. I
use the railway several times each day, and,
from the conversation which I hear in the
trains, I know that a great amount of nervousness prevails among the travelling
public, and that many persons who formerly
used the railway between Melbourne and
Prahran now patronize the omnibuses.
Mr. A. T. CLARK.-Mr. Speaker, I am
very glad that this discussion has been raised
by the honorable member for Boroondara,
because I am convinced that the more the
matter is inquired into the more clearly will
it be seen that this parrot cry of the necessity
for a change in our railway management has
simply been started for the sake of individual
gain. The honorable member, I presume, is
one of those parties who were nominated
last night to see that the Premier did not
deviate from the right course. He is one of
the" angels" appointed to watch the course
of the Government and see that they do not
get off the track. I assume that to-night
we are having the first shot fired from the
inner ring of the conservative party, who are
carefully watching the action of the hea4 of
the Government, and I have no doubt that
the question of railway management and the
appointmel)t of a railway board. will be one
of ,the rocks the Ministry will have to be
prepare~ for.
I maintain that all the accidents which have occurred of late are traceable, not to railway mismanagement, but
simply to individual incapacity, want of
knowledge, or, it may be, want of nerve. I
venture to say, as I have frequently stated
before in this Chamber, that there is no
railway system in the world better managed
than the· Victorian railways.
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Mr. vVALKER.-You say so because
you do not know better.
Mr. A. T. OLARK.-I venture to tell
the honorable member that he cannot point
to any railways in the world on which there
is a smaller proportion of accidents, or of lives
lost, than there is on our railways. I assert
that the management of the railways is something we have reason to be proud of. During
the last Easter holida.ys, for instance, the
immense passenger traffic wa.s carried out
without a single accident, and the only 'thing
that could be complained of at all was, perhaps, a little delay. vVill the honorable
member for Boroondara say that any of the
last three accidents that occurred on the
Hobson's Bay Railway was due to political
appointments? In each case, the men who
have been the cause of the accidents were
among the oldest servants of the late
Hobson's Bay Railway Oompany.
Mr. DUFFY.-There were no accidents
under the company's management.
Mr. A. T. OLARK.-If the honorable
member had seen what I have scen of the
rascally state in which that railway was
allowed to be carried on down to the last
moment of its purchase by the State, he
would admit that it was merely a question
of time when an accident would occur.
Accidents were averted by chance, but any
honorable member W110 takes the trouble to
see the remains of the rolling-stock which
was used by the company will say that the
colony narrowly escaped a catastrophe far
grea~er than any that has yet occurred
on the railways. The company managed to
" fluke" through without accidents, but it
is no credit to them that they did so, when
the state into which they allowed. the rollingstook to fall is considered. The accidents
which have lately occurred on the Hobson's
Bay Railway were not caused by men who
were appointed. by the Government, but by
men who were appointed by the company.
Mr. W ALKER.-The Hawthorn accident occurred through the time-table.
Mr. A. T. OLARK.-Nothing of the
kind. It was simply the act of one individual. It must be evjdent to any honorable
member who has seen that time-table that,
if the Hawthorn station-master had exercised
the merest common sense, no accident could
have occurred. trhe accident was due to
gross downright carelessness, and anyone
who wants that official reinstated in a position connected with railway management
may look forward to a worse accident still.
I repeat that we have a system of railway
management which is a creditto the colony,
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and the only thing wanted to render it perfect is that the Government should have the
courage of their opinions and select some
continuous brake. I notice with regret that,
because we have in the colony the brains
and intelligence to invent a brake, which I
and hundreds of others have seen tested for
years and proved to be thoroughly good and
substantial, one Melbourne journal daily
assists a few unprincipled adventurers who
have~ome here to try andsaddleon the colony
what I believe to be "an inferior article. I
care not whether the vVoods or the Westinghouse brake be adopted; but, when the
trials of the two have been so nearly equal
in results, I think we would be false to our
convictions if we did not adopt the colonial
article. As a protectionist, if there is
equality between the two brakes, I am in
favour of the Woods brake" to the backbone and spinal marrow." At all events,
the Government ought to adopt an efficient
continuous brake of some kind, which is the
only thing required to render our railway
system perfect, and then we shall be even
freer from accidents than we have been in
the past. I trust honorable members will
get rid of the silly notion that there is anything political undermining our railway
management. Our officers are as good as
we can get, and, if we can have a good continuous brake, we need not bother our minds
about establishing an irresponsible railway
board. The fewer boards we have without
responsibility the better for the country.
The responsibility of the management of the
public departments should rest with the
Ministers of the day, whom we can call to
account in this House if they fail in their
duty.
Mr. KERFERD.-Sir, I think that honorable members, in considering the manage'ment of the suburban lines, do not take one
very important point sufficiently into consideration-namely, the quantity of traffic
on those lines. The line that comes out of
the Flinders-street station branches at successive points to Lilydale, to Oakleigh, to
Frankston, and to Brighton, and thus all
the trains travelling on those different lines
are concentrated, when coming into Flindersstreet, on a singlepa~rof rails. Inmyopinion,
each branch ought to be connected with the
station by a separate way.
Mr. BENT.-I made prolision for re"lieving the traffic.
Mr. KERFERD.-I believe the honor'able member did make some provision in the
matter. The other night when going home
(from the House, between Melbourne. and
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South Yarra, I counted no fewer than five
trains going into the city. By referring to
the time-table anyone can see that trains
are running under Prince's-bridge within a
minute or two of each other all day long.
Mr. DUFFY.-There are 240 per day.
Mr. KERFERD.-I do not know the
precise number, but tliere is no doubt that
the number of trains has increased so much
of late, in consequence of settlement along
the branch lines, that they are now far too
many for the capacity of the main line under
the bridge.
Mr. WOODS.-You want at least six
lines out of Flinders-street.
Mr. KERFERD.-This is an element
in the question which I want to bring under
the attention of honorable members. No
doubt, the questions of management and of
brake power will have to be considered, but
these are not all that is required in dealing
with a traffic which has overtaken the ca..
pacity of the main line. The point I have
mentioned has long been under my attention
-long before I became a member of this Government-and I an:::. sure that it is also receiving the consideration of the Minister of
Railways. Honorable members can easily
understand that, if the Hawthorn trains, for
instance, had a separate way, the danger on
that line would be minimized. At present,
however, the whole of the traffic into Flindersstreet is concentrated on a single pair of rails.
Such a state of things is almost tempting
providence.
Mr. WOODS.-It is a daily miracle that
there is no accident.
Mr. KERFERD.-It certainly is, when
we consider the vast amount of the traffic.
Mr. BENT.-And yet you call the provision I made for lessening the risk" reckless
and unauthorized expenditure."
Mr. KERFERD.-I never said anything
of the kind. All I want to impress upon
honorable members is that this matter should
be discussed from the point of view I have
indicated, and with a desire to get at a.
proper solution of the difficulty. The question is one altogether apart from and above
party considerations. As the honorable
member for Brighton has stated, he made
provision to deal with the difficulty, and I
believe it will greatly reduce the danger when
it is carried out.
Mr. WRIXON.-I do not think that the
public generally will be at all in accord with
the opinion expressed by the honorable member for Williamstown, that :no change whatever should be made in the management of
the railways. On the contrary, I believe that,
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if anything was decided at the last general
election, it was that there should be a
thorough change in the management not
only of the railways but of the whole public
service. If we are to carry out the will of
the country, I take it that the special mission
of this House, and this Government as representing it, is to reform the whole of the
. public service, the railways included. I
think I can safely say that fully two-thirds
of the members of this House when before
their constituents avowed themselves in
favour of such a thorough reform, and they
are here now to give effect to their pledges.
I believe we have now in office a Government
which will carry out this reform-for nothing
could be clearer than the declaration of the
Premier at Castlemaine-and I rely with
confidence on them to do so. I think, however, if the suggestion of the honorable
member for Boroondara were adopted, and
we forced the Government now to deal with
the Railway department alone, we would not
only be acting somewhat unfairly to the
Ministry, but we would also spoil what I desire to see-namely, a comprehensive proposal of civil service reform. No doubt
reform in the system of railway management
is most urgent, and it presses itself prominently on our attention by the accidents
which occur, but there are also grave abuses
which have to be dealt with in other departments of the State-in our penal system,
our lunatic asylum system, our police system,
and, in fact, all through the civil service.
What we should look to, therefore, is not to
make any partial or piecemeal reform, but
a reform all through the public service. I
cannot at all agree with the statement of
the honorable member for Williamstown
that no railways show less loss of life t'han
ours do. Such an assertion must have been
made in ignorance of the facts. To take one
railway alone, the London and N orth-W estern Railway has in three years and a half
carried some 200,000,000 or 300,000,000
people, and the whole of that enormous
traffic has been conducted with the loss of
only one life. When we compare with
that result the number of persons who
have been killed or injured in this colony,
with its comparatively insignificant railway
traffic, during the last three years and a half,
I 11m surprised at any honorable member asserting that our railway system is the safest
in the world.
Mr. ZOX.-The reason I asked the Minister of Railways, to-day, whether his attention had been called to the occurrence at the
South Yarra junction was in consequence of
SEB.1883.-Q
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the great indignation which is being e4pressed by the public at the number of accidents that are happening on our railways.
I do not know how far the statement of the
honorable member for Williamstown, that
the Victorian railways are freer from accidents than any others in the world, is correct, but, even if such be the case, inasmuch
as nearly every accident that has occurred
on our lines is traceable to neglect, what a
still greater immunity we would enjoy if our
railways were properly managed! A great
responsibility rests upon the present Government, and not a day should be lost in
making arrangements by which these accidents may be, as far as possible, avoided in
the futurp-. The Attorney-General has referred to the number of trains he saw passing through the Flinders-street station, but
I maintain that if the safety of the public is
jeopardized by the frequency of these trains,
their number should be diminished until further facilities have been provided for carrying on the traffic safely. What is the loss
of a few pounds to the revenue compared
with the safety of the public? The Jolimont accident cost the State £40,000 or
£50,000, and I am quite sure that, unless
the Government do something to put a stop
to the neglect which has'.been recently exhibited, a catastrophe will' occur in connexion with our railway management which
will place a great deal of odium on this
House. When we consider the present position of affairs, we are bound to come to the
conclusion that our railways are very badly
managed. The escape from an accident at
the South Yarra junction was of a hairbreadth character, and railway passengers
now enter the trains with fear and trembling.
The public are thoroughly dissatisfied with
the existing state of things, and a number
of gentlemen waited upon me to-day for the
purpose of having the matter brought before
the House. I hope a searching investigation
will be made into the South Yarra affair, and
that the guilty parties will be adequately
punished. I do not wish, in any way, to
prejudge the matter, but if there are incompetent men in the traffic, locomotive, or any
other branch of the Railway department, I
say let them be " sacked," and proper and
suitable men obtained in place of them. If
competent men cannot be obtained in the
colony, then we should send home for them.
The question of the salaries has been alluded
to. The honorable member for Stawell has
informed me that, when he was in office, he
tried to obtain a suitable man from England,
and he was informed that he could only get
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a junior traffic manager for a salary of This questionsta,nds out in bold relief from all
£3,400 a year.
others, owing to the danger to human life
Mr. WOODS.-The honorable member which exists at present, not to speak of the
misunderstood what I told him of the ac- amount which the State ha.s to pay for comtion I toolc When the question of the pensation. I am very anxious for a general
salaries in the department was under con- reform of the civil service, but it must be
sidern.tion, knowing that the railway officers remembered that the Hailway department is
in this colony were really not paid for their outside the civil service, and that its employes
services, in order to ascertain to what ex- are not under the Civil Service Act. I am
tent their salaries should be increased, I under the impression that we have men in
placed myself in communication both with the ~olony quite capable or managing our
New South Wales and England. From railways properly, but I am quite sure that,
England I received the reply that I could if our officers are as good as those in similar
get a junior traffic manager-a second-rate positions at home, the railway officials in
man-for from £3,000 to £3,400 a year, this colony are very much underpaid. We
but none below that. The inquiry was not are informed that the junior or second-rate
made with any idea of importing an officer traffic managers are paid £3,000 a year in
f!om England, but simply with the object of England, whereas our Traffic Manager only
ascertaining the salaries paid there.
gets £800 or £900. In view of the promise
Mr. ZOX.-Thcre is another matter made to t.he country, I think the introducwhich should be at once attended to. "Vhy tion of a Railway Management Bill should
does not the Minister of Railways take the not be delayed one day longer than can be
responsibility of saying that no train shall helped, and I am quite sure that, if the
be allowed to run on the suburban lines Minister of Hailways and the Attorneyunless it is fitted with a continuous brake? General put their heads together, they could
A dispute is going on as to the relative . bring down a Bill next Tuesday.
superiority of the Woods and Westinghouse
Mr. KERFERD.-You have no idea of
brn.kes, but the public should not be jeopar- the difficulties of the matter.
Mr. McINTYRE.-Of course if the Go.
dized by such a dispute. For my part, I
would rather have the local article, if com- vernment say they are not in a position to
petent judges pronounce it to be perfectly deal with the question this session we must
efficient, but, in any case, some continuous accept the statement, but I think the thanks
brake should be adopted at once for the of the House are due to the honorable memsafety of the passengers on the suburban ber for Boroondara for urging the Ministry
lines. I hope the Minister of Railways to grapple with the subject without delay.
realizes the great responsibility cast upon The brake question should also be dealt with
him, and that before this session closes he by the Minister of Railways forthwith, but
will, if that is necessary, ask for the sanc- it is merely a side-issue in comparison with
tion of Parliament to the adoption of some what the country really wants-a Bill for the
continuous brn.ke. If Parliament refuses better management of the railways.
its sanction the responsibility will rest with
Mr. GILLIES.-Mr. Speaker, I can
it, but if the Minister does not apply to Par- assure the honorable member for Boroondara
liament on the subject the responsibility that there would be no practical advantage,
rests on him and on the Government.
but quite the contrary, in throwing such a
Mr. McINTYRE.-I believe the object measure as the Railway Management Bill on
of the honorable member for Boroondara in the table at the tail-end of a short session
bringing forward this matter was merely to like the present. Everyone knows that
ascertain whether, in view of the narrow when this session was opened it was not
escape which has just occurred, the Govern- the intention of the late Government to do
ment would immediately deal with the Rail- anything more than pass the Estimates and
way Management Bill. I regret that the the Appropriation Bill. That was stated in
A.ttorney-General did not indicate that the the Governor's speech at the opening of the
Government have any such intention, be- session. It was also intimated by the present
cause I think somethillgmighthave been done Government that they did not think they
this session. I am afraid that, if we have would be justified in doing any more than
to wait for the comprehensive scheme of the late Government proposed, and that they
ci\'iI service reform desired by the honorable . would close the session as early as possible
and meet the House again in a few weeks •
• :.1.': ;',
~11~~ whJ, t.'rlll of this Parlia.meat
will have expired before the urgent question Not a word has been said about the seriousness
of railway management has been settled. of these accidents that we do not all feel to be
'_j
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true, but the honorable member for Boroondara must know that no Railway Management Bill-no possible kind of management
under Heaven-can prevent an engine-driver,
if he chooses, from driving on to destrnction,
in defiance of signals. The best men that
ever governed a railway in England could
not prevent accidents of that kind. There
are occasions sometimes when men will lose
their heads. The Hawthorn accident was
an illustration oftbis. The station-master
lost his head for a moment, and allm~ed a
train to pass which the moment afterwards
•he knew he ought not to have allowed to do
so. As long as human nature is fallible,
it is impossible to altogether prevent occur·
rences of that kind.
All that proper
management can do is to use all possible
means within the power of human skill and
experience to minimize the risk.
Mr. ZOX.-Are we doing that?
Mr. GILLIES.-Weare attemptillg to
do it. I llave no doubt that we have not done
it in the past, but, as regards the particular
engine-driver who has been referred to in
connexion with the occurrence at South
Yarra, no blame is attachable to the department so far as its management is concerned.
The man is an old and experienced, driver,
having been in the service of the late company
for eleven years, and he knows everyinch of
the road. Again, the man who made the
mistak~e of starting his engine against the
signals in the Flinders:.street yard is acknow1edged to be the best driver on the Hobson's
Bay lines, on which he had been employed for
twenty years without a mark having been
placed against his name. These are things
which qannot be prevented by any kind of
management. But I assert that there is a
state of things existing with reference to the
working of the suburban railways which is
bound to be changed, because in consequence
of it we have to face increasing dangers every
day. There is, for instance, the bridge at the
Flinders-street station, which has only two
lines of rails for the enormous number of
trains passing there. Any day, or any hour,
there may be 3n accident at that point.
What I am doing in the matter is simply
to carry out what was very properly commenced by my predecessor. , Arrangements
are now being pressed forward to relieve the
rails under the bridge of a considerable
portion of the traffic.
Mr. BENT.-I arranged for that without any. help from the officers. I saw what
was required before they did.
Mr. GILLIES.-Within the next two
montlls we shall be able to relieve the
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Flinders-street station of 70 trains a day
which now pass under the bridge. But, in
addition to that, stillmore will have to be
done. As to the duplication of the lines,
we can do nothing about that until a change
is made at Swan-street, and the difficulty in
connexion with that is the want of money.
There is no money provided for that at all.
A sum of £61,000 is provided for altering
the very objectionable junction at South
Yarra, but there is no provision whatever
for the Swan-street alteration. No doubt
plans have been sent in involving an expenditure of £70,000, but the Government
will have to come to Parliament for the
money, even if they have to put a sum on
the Estimates to carry out this necessary
work. There must be at least four linespossibly the provision ought to be for eight
-and we can do nothing with the bridge at
Flinders-street until the completion of the
designs for the new Prince's-bridge in continuation of the line of Swanston-street. In
the meantime we are doing the only thing
possible-namely, relieving the lines under
the bridge of as much traffic as is practicable.
Mr. BOS1STO.-vVith reference to the
Swan-street crossing, I desire to ask the
Minister of Railways whether he does not
think it would be advisable to get the working plans for the alterations ready during
the recess?
Mr. GILLIES.-Certainly.
Mr. BOSISTO.-I would also suggest
that the engine-drivers on the railways ought
to be all under medical supervision. It is
possible that the faculties of some of them,
who haY'e been ten or twenty years in the
seryice, in such a responsible position, may
be becoming impaired. I have long held
the opinion that engine-drivers should be
medically examined from time to time.
The House then went into Committee of
Supply.
SUPPLY.
The further consideration of the Additiona.l
Estimates of Expenditure for 1882-3 was
proceeded with.
' .
The following votes were agreed to:£15,857 for the Government Printingoffice'; £10 for the Curator of Estates of
Deceased Persons; £1,381£01' "land forces";
£2,750 for" na,al forces"; and £12,6J1
for" miscellaneous," Treasurer's department.
LANDS DEPARTMENT.
On the vote of £3,666 for the Lands
department,
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their duty, that upon the successful completion of the work they should each receive
a bonus of £20. The removal in question
-one oE the most important things ever
done in the interest of navigation in Port
Phillip Bay-was now accomplished, and he
wished to know if his promise would be
carried out?
Mr. SERVIOE remarked that he was
not previously aware that such a promise
had been made, but it appeared a reasonable
one, and he would endeavour to fulfil it.
Mr. GRAVES stated that, had he known
while he was in office of the promise in·
question, he would have seen it carried
out.
The vote was agreed to, as were also the
vote of £7,840 for wharfs, jetties, harbours,
rivers, &c., and the vote of £5,000 for police
buildings.

Mr. W. MADDEN said he would offer
a short explanation with reference to the
statement made by the Treasurer, the previous week, respecting the revenue coming
in from the Lands department. The
honorable gentleman mentioned that the
department's estimates of revenue for
1882-3 were increased by the late Treasurer by £120,000, but it was to be
observed that there were many reasons for
the alteration. The principal one was that
he calculated on the passing of the Land
Bill of the late Government, and that in
consequence £30,000 additional would be
received during the year on account of increased selection. The honorable gentleman
and his colleagues also expected another
additional £30,000 from pastoral occupation. The Bill provided that a pastoral
tenure of three years should be given, and
for the payments on account of pastoral
licences being made in advance. The late
Government also saw no reason for reducing
the amount to be obtained from the sale of
Crown lands from £160,000 for the year.
The estimate for each of the three preceding
years was £200,000. The officers of the
Lands department, in preparing their estimates of revenue, naturally based them on
the existing state of things, but Ministers
based their estimates on political grounds.
They knew that if their Land Bill was
passed it would bring them in additional
revenue, and they expected it to be passed.
He (Mr. Madden) had inquired how much
the land revenue for the current year was at
present, with two months and a half to run,
in arrears, and he found that the sum was
£60,000, the exact amount of the extra
revenue the late Treasurer expected to derive
under the Land Bill. He would, in conclusion, point out that the late Treasurer
stated over and over again that the Legislature was, by not dealing with the land
question, losing annually some £20,000 or
£30,000 a year on account of what might
be called the State grass.
The vote was agreed to, as were also the
vote of £1,139 for the Public Works department, and the vote of £250 for" Melbourne
water supply."

ALLANDALE POLIOE OOURT.
On the vote of £3,000 for court-houses,
Mr. WHEELER inquired if any portion
of this money would be devoted to the erection of a court-house at Allandale, so that
a court of petty sessions might be held
there? Allandale was growing fast in importance, yet it was at present five miles
distant from the nearest police court.
Mr. KERFERD said he would inquire
into the matter, and give the honorable
member information respecting it on the
following Tuesday.
The vote was agreed to.

LIGHTNING ROOKS.
On the vote of £969 for" miscellaneous,"
Public Works department,
Mr. A. '1'. OLARK mentioned that while
he was in office, and the removal of the Lightning rocks near Queenscliff was going on,
lIe promised the two divers employed, who
daily risked their lives in the performance of

GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFIOE.
On the vote of £20,000 for "sundry
works, Melbourne,"
Mr. HARPER called attention to the
item of £10,500 for removing the Governlllent Printing-office to the Exhibitionbuilding, and asked if the new arrangement
would be a permanent one?

LUNATIO ASYLUMS.
On the vote of £5,000 for repairs, &c.,
to lunatic asylums,
Mr. McLELLAN complained that the
buildings of the Ararat Lunatic Asylum
were fast deteriorating because they had not
had a "lick " of paintfor many years. The
wall round the asylum was also in a dis.
graceful state.
Mr. DEAKIN admitted that the statement just made was borne out by the officers
of the Public W orksdepartment. Something
would, if possible, be done shortly to remedy
the grievance.
The vote was agreed to.
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Mr. C. YOUNG thought he could reply
to the question even better than the Minister
of Public Works could. Practically the
new arrangement under which the Government Printing-office was located in the
EX]libition-building might be regarded as
permanent, for, although the tenure the
trustees had given was not a very long one,
the Government could, if necessary, influence them to extend it. The Government Printer ,vas thoroughly satisfied with
the change, now that provision would be
made to keep up a proper temperature in
·winter. Upon the whole, considering that
the old Government Printing-office was insufficient for its purpose, the fire that took
place there might be regarded as not an
unmitigated evil. He (Mr. Young) would
like to kn9w what the Government intended
to do with respect to the contract for the
erection of the west front· of the Parliament
House? It was his intention several m,onths
ago to compel the contractor to go on with
the work, but the singular i'ecommendl1tion
of the Mount Difficult Stone Committee tied
his hands.
Mr. DEAKIN stated that during the
short time he had been in office the papers
connected with the subject had not been laid
before him,
Mr. C. YOUNG thought the Minister
of Public Works was not likely to get the
papers unless he asked for them.
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
CHAMBER.
Mr. HARPER called attention to the
item of £3,000 for "additions and repairs,
&c., at Parliament Buildings," and asked
]lOW the proposed lighting of the Legislative Assembly chamber by electricity would
be carried out? He thought no time should
be lost in the matter.
Mr. DEAKIN statedthattllCwhole of the
correspondence on the subject had only just
been laid before the Parliament Buildings
Committee. Two different companies had
tendered their services-the Edison Company which had already lighted the Council
chamber, and a rival company which also proposed to use the incandescent process-and
the committee intended to enable themselves
to compare what each could do by gettiilg
the latter to light the Assembly chamber
experimentally. In consequence two machines were brought out from Europe, but
unfortunately they arrived in too damaged
a state to be employed. The company promised to get fresh machines in six wc~ks,
but thc l)ledge,had not been fulfilled. Under
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the circumstances the manager had been
warned to use the utmost despatch, because
the committee were bent on having the
Assembly chamber electrically lighted at tho
beginning of next session.
Mr. vVRIXON expressed the hope that
the committee would, in adorting a system
of electric lighting, cause it to be applied
in the first place to the Parliament
Library. It should not be forgotten that
the gas burners in the Assembly chamber
constituted a powerful air-pump, and therefore a great means of ventilation.
Mr. C. YOUNG remarked that the Edison Company lit up the Council chamber at
their own expense, in order to recommend
their system by the experiment.
Mr. SERVICE inquired whether the
rival company would light up the Assembly
chamber on the same terms?
Mr. C. YOUNG said he believed they
would.
Mr. SERVICE stated that the two
companies referred to were rich foreign
companies. There was, however, an Australian electric lighting company which had already done a large amount of work in the city,
but which was at present too poor to light
up the Assembly chamber for nothing,
and he hoped that the claims of the little
colonial association would bedulyconsidered.
1\11'. GRAVES observed that the Aus.
tralian company had just begun to light the
Public Library, and the effect was ma,gnificent. The light by night was even better
than the light lly dny. Moreover, the lighting was contracted for at the price formerly
paid for gas, to the use of which, he was
informed, there was now not the slightest
chance of the Public Library authorities
reverting.
Mr. A. T. CLARK thought tl1at, if the
statement just made was correct, the Australian company ought by all means to havo
a chance given to it. He begged to congratulate the Treasurer upon his gradual
change to Berryism. The honorable gentleman could not be better employed than in
encouraging a local industry.
Mr. DEAKIN stated that the Parliament Buildings Committee decided that day
that before they finally selected any system
of electric lighting they would thoroughly
inspect the lighting of the Public Library.
PUBLIC LIBRARY.
Mr. GARDINER drew attention to the
item of £4,000 for additions to the Public
Library, and asked upaI\ Wb3:~ th~ money
would be expended?
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Mr. DEAKIN said it would be devoted
to works which the late Government considered most essential. There was to be an
extension of the Technological Museum, of
the National Gallery, and or the library
proper, and the roof of the museum would
be repaired.
Mr. GARDINER thought the Government should lose no time in completing the
exterior of the whole building according to
the original design, because the present" tinpot" method of adding to it here and there
was simply productive of unsightly erections
in its rear.
GOVEHNMENT HOUSE.
Mr. RICHAHDSON called attention to
the item of £1,000 for" furniture, fittings,
repairs, and decorating, &c., Government
House," and inquired what was to be done
for the money?
Mr. SERVICE said the building would
be repainted for the first time.
Mr. RICHARDSON complained that
votes for Government House were so scattered over the Estimates that it was extremely
difficult to ascertain what the building
annually cost the taxpayers. As' far as he
could reckon up the sum, it amounted to
£15,000 or £16,000.
BALLARAT EAST POST OFFICE.
Mr ...TAMES remarked that there was
an item absent from the Estimates which
ought to be there, namely, one providing for
the erection of the intended Ballarat East
Post-office. Some time ago, a site for the
new building was selected and purchased.
at great expense, but since then nothing
further had been done.
Mr. DEAKIN stated that the provision
in question did not appear on the Estimates
because the money could not be spent this
year, and voting it would therefore merely
swcll the annual accounts unnecessarily.
Plans for the Ballarat East Post-office were
bcing preparel1.
Mr. ZOX urged that steps should be
promptly taken to improve the accommodation of the principal telegraph office in Melbourne. The existing arrangement was a
disgrncJ to the metropolis.
The lote was agreed to, as was also the
vote of £1,000 for military buildings.
BALLARAT POLICE BARRACKS.
On the vote of £38,888 for" miscellaneous," PuLlic 'Yorks department,
Mr. BELL complained of the wretched
condition of the police barracks [1.t Ballarat.

Kensington Hill.

The rooms were only about 8 feet high, the
partitions were of calico, and there was no
yentilation. Would not the Government do
something to remedy this state of things?
Mr. SERVICE said he would bring the
honorable member' a statement under the
attention of the Chief Secret~ry.
PUBLIC WORKS.
KENSINGTON HILL.

Mr. C. YOUNG called attention to the
item of £9,500 for" filling up unsold land
in the North Melbourne Swamp with earth
taken from Kensington-hill." He said he
did so for the purpose of referring to the
assertion made by the Premier, the other
evening, that no record could be found or the
agreement entered into by the Railway and
Public Works departments 011 the subject
of the Kensington-bill works. Not having
access to the papers of either of those
branches of the public service, he (Mr.
Young) was of course bound to accept the
statement, but he felt compelled to discount
it to some extent-say 80 per cent. What
were the facts of the case? The Lands departmentcol11municated to the Public Works
department its desire to have a portion of
the North Melbourne Swamp filled up, and
there was in consequence a conference between their permanent heads together with
the Engineer-in-Chief. He (Mr. Young)
was present when it was :11Tanged what
the respective operations of the Railway
and Public Works departments would be,
but whether any record was made of the
tmnsaction he could not say, it not being in
the least his business to look after any at'fair
of the kind. All he coulclsay was that up
to the time he left office the ,yorks in question were carried out in stl:ict accordance
with the plans that had been laid down, and
the agreement that had been come to. Under
these circumstances, it could not be said
that the bald statement the Premier made
the other evening was any credit to him.
It was not creditable on the part of the
Premier to attempt to cast odium on the
late Government in the way' that he had
done. He (Mr. Young) would be perfectly
pleased to have every act he performed in
the departments over which he presided reviewed by the House, but he would ask, in
fairness, that any charges made against
him should be formulated and :brought up
in a straightforward manner, and not by
innuendo. As to the statement that there
was no record in the Public VV o,rks department of the arrangement made to. fill in the
North Melbourne Swamp, he would repeat
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that a request came from the Lands depart- with his colleague, the bte Minister of Railmentto th~Public Works department to have ways, and therefore the Premier's statement
the swamp filled in, and that a consultation was strictlv correct.
took place 011 the subject between the heads
Mr. SI~RVICE asked the honorable
of the different departments concerned in member for Kyneton how mnch "discount"
the matter. He, himself, went with the he took off :Mr. Le Cl'en'F) memorandum?
Mr. O. YOUNG S:1i(l he wr.s not in the
Inspector-General of Public"\V orks, Mr.
Steel, to the Railway department, to find habit of flying at such smnll grrme as the
out what part of the work that department permanent head of a department, and he
was doing, and the plans came before him in would not refer to ~r::l'. La Oren in any way.
the ordinnl'Y ,ray, and he approved of them. The l\1inigter of Pnblic ''lorks must know
If a record was not kept of the arrangement, that there could Le no contract Letworn the
that was not his fault. He, as Minister, was Lands department and the Public Works
not snpposed to keep records. That was department. (Mr. Deakin-" There could
the duty of the departmental officers.
be correspondence.") But the honorable
Mr. DEAKIN remarked that the honor- gentleman asketl for a contract. If he had
able member for Kyneton left it to be infer- exerciSEd ordinary COIllmon sense, he would
red that the Premier's statement about the have seen that it was absurd to suppose
Kensington-hill business was more or less that there could be a contract between two
incorrect. (Mr. Bent-" It is wholly un- departments. He (Mr. Young) 'was pretrue.") He would be able to show that the pared to state emphutically that there were
assertion of the late Minister of Railways papers in the department which the honorwas directly contradicted by the testimony . able gentleman would find. He went to
of the permanent head of the Public Works the Railway department "Wit.h :Mr. Steel on
department. The PremiE'r's statement was two or three occasions. The routc of the
made after the Public VVorks department Coburg Railway wns marked out right
had been requested to furnish a copy of the through the swamp, and un urrangement wa.s
contract under which the cutting-down of accordingly entered into hy ,yhich a certuin
Kensington-hill was undertaken by that portion of the swami) was to be filled in by
department fqr the Railway department. the Railway department, and the construcHe (Mr. Deakin) made inquiries in the tion branch of thut department was to be
department, and he was informed that there allowed a certain sum for filling in that
was no contract, aml no correspondence or part. (Mr. Laurens-" That was a conpapers of any kind relating to the matter. tract.") But the -honorable member would
He had since submitted to Mr. Le Cren, observe that this arrangement did not affect
the Secretary of the Public Works depart- the Lands department. There wus no conment, a written question to the following tract with that department, but the work of
effect : filling in the swamp was undertaken simply
at the request or the Minister of Lands, in
" Are there any papers or contract in existence
with respect to the cutting down of Kensingtonorder that a portion of the swamp might
hill ?"
be made available for sale.
Mr. SERVICE said he was sorry that
In reply to this inquiry, the following
memorandum had been written by Mr. the honorable member for Kyneton could
Le Cren:not address himself to this little matter
without losing his temper. He should re"No correspondence nor written agreement
member that the statement which he (Mr.
-exists betwcen the Hail way and Public Works del)artmcnts with respect to cutting down KensingService) made was drawn forth by a chalton-hilI. So far as I am aware, the late CODllenge thrown down some nights ago by both
~issioner of Publi~ Wo~ks, Mr. Young, verbally
Jnstructed the engmeer m charge of reclamation
the late Minister of Public Works and the
'works t.o procure the necess~l'y plant and prolate
Minister of Railways. His statement
,ceed WIth the work of cuttmg down the hill
was that there was neither contract nor correusing the material to fill in the North Melbourn~
t;wamp in accordance wit'h a pla.n furnished by
spondence in the Public \V orks department
the Lands department."
to show the nutnre of the arrangement made
The plan furnished by the Lands depart- for cutting down Kensington-hill und filling
ment showing the hill and certain levels was in the swamp, und it was of no use the
the only document of any sort in the Public honorable member seizing hold or the
VV orks depnrtment in connexion with the stronO'er t('rm "contract " and losing sight
" r'Il Le
mat.ter. The ,york, in fact, had been under- of• theb rerercnce to ". corrcspont1
ence.
taken on verbal instructions given by the late production of either contract or cOfl'esP?lll\iinistel' of Public Works
after consultiuO'
dence would disprove what he (Mr. ServlCe)
•
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had said, but neither one nor the other could
be found. It was when the Railway department sent in a claim for certain money
for work done in connexion with the swamp
that inquiries were made as to whether there
were any papers relating to the matter, in
order that it might be ascertained whether
the claim was correct. As a man of business, the honorable member for Kyneton
must know that, when one department had
a claim against another, it was vm:y improper
that there should be no record in connexion
with it.
Mr. BENT stated that what the Public
Works department had to pay the Railway
department was in writing; it was all in
writing. The Government could ask Mr.
Watson. (Mr. Deakin-" There is not a line
in writing about the matter.") The honorable gentleman was " corrugating ."
Mr. SERVIOE invited all the members
of the late Government to go to the Public
Works department next day and settle this
matter.
Mr. BENT observed that they would be
very badly employed and very badly paid if
they did so. Their word was surely as
good as that of the permanent head of a
department.
Mr. SERVIOE said if the members of
the late Government were going to take
100 per cent. off the statement of the permanent head of the Public Works department-if they would not be bound by that
officer's written word-he must decline to
enter into any discussion with them.
Mr. O. YOUNG said he must emphatically assert that a document was sent up
from the Railway department after the
matter had been arranged between Mr.
Steel, Mr. Watson, and himself. If he
recollected aright, the price to be paid was
10d. per yard. At any rate the price was
specified in writing, and Mr. Steel was
thoroughly conversant with the arrangement. That officer must have had the
document in his hands, and read it over.
The arrangement was completed after a
considerable amount of correspondence with
Mr. Watson. For the filling up of the
swamp no money was to come from the
Railway department, but that work was to
be done for the purpose of reclaiming land
which might be afterwards sold for the
benefit of the State. There was a further
arrangement between the Railway department and the Public
orks department,
that the latter was to pay a certain sum for
the use of the engines and trucks employed
in the renlOval of the stuff obtained from
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Kensington-hill. That arrangement was
entered into in the presence of Mr. Steel,
who, it was to be presumed, made a record
of it. (Mr. Bent-" I will swear Mirls'
name is on it.") Mr. Steel was present at
all the negotiations, and, as he had already
remarked, was thoroughly conversant with
everything that was done.
Mr. W. MADDEN thought there must
be some misapprehension about the matter.
It was clear that there was an understanding between the heads of the two departments as to what was to be done, and that
an agreement was entered into between
them. He was under the impression that
a record of it would be found in the Railway department, or, at all events, that the
E ngineer-in-Chief, or the Surveyor-General,
if applied to, would probably· be able to
supply the papers required.
Mr. BOWMAN deprecated the throwing
out. of innuendoes against the late Government.
He considered that there was
nothing in the accusations brought forward
by the Premier. He (Mr. Bowman) had
seen many changes of Government during
the time that he had been a member of the
Assembly, but he had never heard more
contemptible charges made against a defunct Government than those preferred
against. the late Ministry. He would like to
ask the Premier, who insisted that there
ought to have been some departmental record about the business in question, whether
there was a contract or any written correspondence between the Lands department
and the Public Works department about a
certain work for the improvement or the
western beach, St. Kilda, which was carried
out when the honorable gentleman was in
office on a former occasion ?
Mr. RIOHARDSON urged that it would
be better for the members of the late Government to let the business of the country
go on without constantly interrupting it
with complaints or explanations about something which had been said by the Premier
about the transactions of the late Ministry.
No ex-Ministers had ever been treated
with more consideration than the Premier
had treated the members of the late Government. It appeared to him that the
honorable gentleman had dealt tenderly with
them owing to the circumstance that, when
in office, they were supported by honorable
members who were now sitting behind the
present Ministry. In fact, the Premier had
exhibited great discretion, because he had
saved the late Government from many
charges and exposures to which the,}' might
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fairly and legitimately have been subjected. from the U nder- Treasurer were thus borne
They were continually snarling and contra- out in writing by that gentleman. (Mr. C.
dicting the statements made on the authority Y oung-" Do you say there were no applicaof the permanent heads of departments. tions from the officers mentioned? ") Foy
Instead of thr~wing blame on the heads of was the only one on the last list who sent in
departments, why did they not defend their an application for promotion, and that was
action by saying that it was supported by a in November, 1881, on the occasion of his
majority of the late Assembly? If they being employed as receiver and paymaster
adopted that course, they would occupy a at Shepparton. Some of the applications
perfectly impregnable position, and he would were sent in after the promotions had been
support them in it. He admitted that the made. He would repeat that not one of
late Minister of Public Works could not be the gentlemen he referred to, the previous
expected to make a record of the transaction night, were recommended for promotion by
in question; at the same time, he could un- Mr. Symonds.
Mr. C. YOUNG contended that the
derstand that the fact of there being no
record was not the fault of the permanent Premier had drawn a red herring across the
head of the Public Works department, but trail. The honorable gentleman's statement
was due to the unbusiness-like way in which that night was at variance with what he had
the late Government conducted everything said on this subject on former occasions.
they took in hand. As to the promotions Moreover, the previous night, he ,Mr.
in the Treasury by the late Government, the Young) distinctly proved, from official
Premier made certain statements on the papers, that Mr. Symonds recommended
authority of the Under-Treasurer, which some of the officers for promotion-that he
statements had been contradicted by ex- made memoranda to the effect that the
Ministers. He (Mr. Richardson), however, gentlemen in question were thoroughly effiventured to say that if the Premier dis- cient officers, and that he would be glad to
closed all the information given him by the see something done to improve their position.
U nder- Treasurer it would prove to a de- What stronger recommendation for promomonstration the truth of the honorable gen- tion could a Minister have from the permanent head of a department? He had
tleman's statements.
Mr. C. YOUNG asked the Premier to reeeived the following note from Sir Bryan
O'Loghlen, the late Treasurer : make any disclosures he could.
Mr. SERVICE said that if the late Go"Will you deny on my behalf in the House-l.
vernment would neither accept his statements That I ever proposed to promote Levi over four
senior
officers. 2. That Mr. Symonds ever pronor tllOse of the permanent heads of the
tested against any such proposal of miue. 3.
departments they were not worth treating That
the promotions from 5th to 4th class were
with. He would read a statement written ever made to snit Mr. Levi or any other clerk.
voluntarily for him that morning by the As to Levi. the real facts of the case are that
some 18 or 19 months ago an application was
Under-Treasurer, bearing upon the Treasury made on his behalf. referred to Mr. Symonds,
appointments made by the late Government, and noted as above by him; and the promotions
5th to 4th class were made to filillP vacan·
and the papers which the honorable member from
cies made by the promotion of seniors."
for Kyneton thought tllat he made so much
This showed that the statements made by
out of the previous evening.
Mr. BENT submitted that if the Premier the Premier were not correct.
Mr. HARPER trusted that no further
wished to make any remarks about the promotions in the Treasury by the late Govern- time would be occupied with explanations
ment, he ought to put himself in order by which really concerned the committee very
moving that the Chairman report progress. little. It appeared to him that the Premier,
Mr. SERVICE moved that progress be in one or two instances-no doubt from
reported. The U nder-Treasurer's memo- having received his information hurriedlyhad slightly over-stated the case. He berandum was as follows:lieved the honorable gentleman had no inten" At the time the within directions were given,
applications for promotion as regards the officers tion to do anything of the kind, but, after
named had been received from Messrs. Lane,
listening to these disputes for some nights,
Smith, Fearon, Ferres, Levi, and Eddy. As
he felt bound, in all fairness, to say that he
regards Messrs. Eaton, Cummins, Plaisted,
thought that the Premier's statements had
Rutherford, and Foy, no applications had been
received.
on several occasions been rather strong, and
"E. S. SYMONDS."
that in some respects they were not borne
The statement which he made that promo- out by the facts. He would, however, appeal
tions took place without any recommendation to the late Minister of Public Works to let
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these matters drop. (Mr. C. Young-" If
!Qtherpcople will.") He hoped that both sides
'Woul(l do so, in order that the remainder of
the Estimates might be disposed of as soon
as possible, and the business of the session
be wound up.
Mr. BEHRY said he did not think that
the remarks of the honorable member for
East J30urke were calculated to bring about
the ob.iect he had in view. How could he
give the Opposition greater encouragement
to proceed in the course' they were adopting
ithan uy tellillg them that, in his opinion,
the statements of the Premier were somewhat exnggcrated, and scarcely borne out
by the facts? (Mr. O. Young-" He states
what is true.") On the contrnry, he (Mr.
Berry) thought that everything the Premier
llad said Jll1d been substantially confirmed
by decumentnry evidence. The i~remier had
systematically endeayoured to deal lightly
with the lll'lwious Government because of
th'J relations which the honornble gentlemnn
lwd had with the party who supported them.
Had the direct Opposition of last session
succeedecl to office uy themsol ,Tes, -the facts
which had come out since the elections a.bout
the transactions of the late Ministry would
IULVe been stated in much stronger terms.
The membcrs or the late Government were
not acting wisely in nagging, night after
night, abont what the Premier had said with
respect to them. The charge made by the
Premier as to the promotions in the Treasury
was that the late Treasurer did not consult
the Untler-Treasurer about them, but made
thcm of hisown freewill. The minute written
by the Under-Treasurer clearly proved the
truth of that charge. (Mr. Bent-"vVith
a nlack vVednes(by Minister in office, Mr.
Symonds was bound to write what he was
told. ") Nothing would be gained by the
U nder-Treasurer stating more or less than
the actnnl facts. ,"Vith regard to certain of
the ofIic('rs promoted, it appeared thnt no
application for promotion was. received. (M.r.
C. Young-" That is not so.") The honorable member for Kyneton could not S'et
atiide the fact by a quibble. vVhen the
U nder-Treasnrer said that no application
was recci,'cd, he meant in the uSlUtl waythat "'as offieially-so that it would be noted
in the oCiice. He did not say that the
late Tl:eaSlll'Cr might not have privately
recei,'ed applications for promotion. He
would Bot Ilave rison to speak but that
he t~lOl!ght tho rcmnrks of the hOlloraLle
mCllllJc'l' for East Bourke '1'ero calculated,
altlwngh he was sqrtl they were not intended,
to encourage the contentiolls indnlged in uy
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the 'Opposition, and that they also were a
slur upon the truthfulness and honesty of
the Premier. The Premier, who had been
ql1ite cool and collected, could have no
object in treating severely any matters which
came within his knowledge with regard to
the administration of the late Government.
On the contrary, there were obvious reasons
why as little as possible should be said about
the mattcr. (Mr. TIent-" Let llim tell all
he can.") One reason. was, the Inte Treasurer had not a scat in the House. Then,
again, the late Government were so thoroughly beaten at the general election that
it would be wasting time, without any purpose, to continue a discussion of this kind.
But the Premier would not be doing his
duty if he did not state t.he truth when
questions were put t.o him. The Premier,
haying been called upon for explanations,
had made them in a simple and straightforward way, \yithout the slightest intention
or desire to exaggerato the doings of the late
Government, or to say anything obnoxious
to them; and the honorable member for
Kyneton, and his la.te colleagues, would
consult their own dignity, the welfare of the
country, and the real interests of their
absent chief, if they would not further
challenge statements which were substantially true, and whieh could be proyed by
offirers of the Treasury. To revive the
discussion would be only to create irritation,
and bring out other matters which perhaps
had better be left untouched. (1\,11'. O.
Young-" Bring them all out.") It could
SeITe no public good.
In conclusion, he
begged to say that, it the impression had
been left on the minds of other honorable
members than the honorable member for
East Bourke, who sat on the Ministerial
side, and were supporters of the Government,
that the Premier 'had made statements
which were exaggerated-which could not be
proved-then it woultl be due to the House
that his hOl1orablecolleague should not allow
a single doubt to remain on anyone's mind
as to what he had said being absolutely
true, but should tnke steps to thoroughly
satisfy honorable members.
The OHAIRMAN.-I desire to draw attention to the fact that the committee are now
l'e-opening a debate which terminated last
night, and this, according to all authorities,
is an objectionable and unparliamentary
proceeding. If it is allowed, a precedent will
be croated, and the result will be that
debatcs snpposed to hale terminated one
Hight will be re-opcllcd the next, and thus
no business will be done.
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Mr. WRIXON considered it lamentable
that some 70 or 80 gentlemen should be
kept in Parliament, away from their homes,
night after night, listening to a discussion
about the details of appointments by the late
Government. He would suggest that, if
ex-Ministers were not satisfied with the
statement which the Premier had madeif they thought any injustice was clone them
by his statement-inst8ad of re-opening the
matter night after night, and engaging in a
discussion which could end in nothingwhich was mere assertion on the one side
and contradiction on the other-they should
take the ordinary parliamentary course and
ask for a select committee to inquire into
the subject. He could not agree that the
opening up of matters of this kind was a
thing to be avoided. On the contrary, he
considered it the duty of an incoming
Ministry, if anything could be said against
the appointments of their predecessors, to
lot the public know what had taken place.
The question, in such a case, was not whether
what had to be disclosed was disagreeable
and annoying to individuals, but whether
it was true, and, if true, it was the duty of
those who possessed knowledge about it to
make it known. It seemed to him, after
listening to all that had transpired, that
the statement made by the Treasurer was
substantially borne out. At the same time,
if ex-Ministers thought that conclusion was
wrong, instead of seeking to prolong this
discussion, they should ask for a committee
to inquire into all their appointments.
Mr. HARPER observed that the Chief
Secretary had thought fit to rate him for his
presumption in venturing to suggest that
the Premier had exaggerated. The Chief
Secretary had no justification for attacking
him as he had, and accusing him of casting
a slur on the Premier, and doubting his
word as a man of honour. He did nothing
of the kind. All he said was that, having
been an attentive listener to the proceedings, it seemed to him that the Premier,
acting on insufficient or hasty information,
had rather over-stated his case on several
occasions. But was that casting a slur upon
the honorable gentleman or a doubt upon
his honour? The Chief Secretary had no
right to insinuate anything of the kind to
his (Mr. Harper's) disadvantage, and he
was sure the Premier would acquit him of
having any such intention. The other
night the Premier stated that certain promotions were made in the Treasury by
the late Government, and that there were
no papers with respect to them except an

endorsement by the late Premier on tho:
turned-down corner or each application.
On this occasion, the PrC'mier had read a
document which put the matter in a different light altogether. Under the circumstances, he 'would suggest to both sides
that they had better leave the matters in
dispute alone, a nd allow the committee to
proceed to business.
Mr. McINTYRE thought the suggestion
of the honorable member for Portland an
excellent one. At the sallle time he considered the inquiry should not be confined
to appointments made by the late Government.
It would be well. to ascertain
whether the lu.te Government did not follow'
in the steps of their predecessors. Could
the honorable member for Geelong (Mr.
Berry) say he had neyer made an appointment without the authority of the permanGnt head of his department? (Mr. Berry
-" Certainly.") Could his colleagues say
the same? (Mr. Bel'ry-'(I speak for myself.") He would be glad to vote for the
appointment of a select committee if the
inquiry were to embrace the whole of the
Government appointments made from 1877
up to the present time. lIe thought it unfortunate that the Government should have
shown the animus they had towards their
predecessors in office.
Mr. GRAVES submitted that the question was whether the statements of the Treasurer, that promotions in the Treasury
made by Sir Bryan O'Loghlcn were made
without consultation with the permanent
head of the department, were true or not.
The case relied upon by the Treasurer was
thai of Mr. Joseph Levi. On the 20th
June, 1881, when the present Chief Secretary was Treasurer, Mr. Levi, who was a
clerk in the Receipt and Pay Office at
Melbourne, applied for promotion from the
5th to the 4th class. The f\,pplication was
recommended by Mr. John Hall, the officer
in charge of that branch of the service, but.
tbedecisionof the then Treasurer, as recorded,
was"Not acceded to; but will bc considered when
his position entitles him to promotion."

In April, 1882, !\fr. Levi again applied for
promotion, and the application was again
recommended by Mr. Hall. It went to the
Under-Treasurer, who wrote on it"I should be very gla,d to recommend Mr.
Levi for promotion so soon u.s his turJl a.rrives.
There are four senior to him, all deserving
p.rolllotion."

This he regarded as a recommendation.
(Mr. Service-" The very opposite.") On
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the same document the following minute
appeared : "Mr. Levi is to be promoted to the 4th cla.ss,

p,ro\'ided the 1~:still1ates as now prepared for the
l'reasurer's departlllellt for 18ts2-3 are passed
by the Legis11Ltive Assembly."

That minute, although signed by Sir Bryan
O'Loghlen, was il} Mr. Symonds' handwriting. (Mr. Seryice-" By Sir' Bryan's
instructions.") Yet, in the face of this,
the Treasurer had declared that in the case
of the promotions in his department there
were no papers except the minutes made by
Sir Bryan O'Loghlen on the applications.
Mr. SERVICE said he was astonished
to hear the honorable member for Delatite
contend that, because the memo. just read
was in the hand writing of Mr. Symonds,
therefore the recommendation was by that
gentleman. As a matter of fact, the minute
was written by direction of Sir Bryan
'Loghlen, and was handed to Mr. Symonds,
with the order that the promotion should be
made. As he had said before, Mr. Symonds
was never consulted as to the promotion,
and never recommendcd it.
Mr. LAURENS asked, with reference
to the item of £9,500 for" filling up unsold
land in the North Melbourne Swamp with
earth taken from the Kensington-hill,"
whether this was the first amount which
had been voted on account of the work?
Mr. DEAKIN replied in the affirmative.
The cost or the purchase of the soil of Kensington-hill would be divided between the
Public Works and the Railway departments,
the btter having to pay the larger proportion.
The vote was agreed to.

o

ROAD WORKS AND BRIDGES.
On the vote of £22,987 for road works
and bridges,
Mr. JAMES mentioned that the vote
contained no provision for the shire of Bungaree, which had been compelled, owing to
the abolition of road tolls, to apply to the
Government, from time to time, for assistance towards keeping its main roads in
repair. The people of Bungaree did not seek
the assistance of the State without doing
what they could for themselves. The shire
rate was 2s. in the £l-an extent to which
very few local bodies taxed themsel yesbut in the absence of any substitute for road
tolls, the shire could not do without special
assistance from the State. These facts were
represented to the late Minister or Public
Works, who promised that a grant to Bungaree should be included in this year's vote
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for road works and bridges. On the
strength of that promise, the shire council
obtained an overdraft from the bank, which
they expended on their roads, and therefore it was a great disappointment that
no provision for Bungaree was on the Estimates for this year. He hoped the omission
would be repaired when the Estimates for
next year, were prepared.
Mr. DEAKIN said he regretted very
much that the provision rderred to had not
been made, and would take care that the
matter was borne in mind when the Estimates for next year were being framed.
Mr. 'VRIXON said personally he had no
reason to complain of this vote, because, under it, his own district would derive benefit;
but he questioned whether it was a good
thing that several pages of the Estimates
should be devoted to special grants to local
bodies on account of road works and bridges.
He considered provision for such cases
should be made according to some settled
rule, so that the Government might not he
troubled with deputations from municipalities, that were a nuisance not only to
Ministers but to the Members of Parliament
who had to introduce them,and were, moreover, apt to cause injustice. He noticed that
among the municipalities that would benefit
by the vote were some of the oldest and
wealthiest shires in the colony.
Mr. C. YOUNG considered that t.he
municipal endowment should cover all the
claims that the local bodies had on the State.
On one occasion, when a discussion arose as
to how the roads of the colony were to be
maintained if tolls were abolished, the present Chief Secretary declared that, in halfan-hour, a substitute for tolls could easily be
devised. However, since that time, no substitute had been provided.
Some local
bodies lost as much as £2,000 per year by
the abolition of tolls. Yet the Legislature
had not provided those bodies with revenue
in substitution of that of which they were so
ruthlessly deprived; and, in consequence,
they had a claim against the State which
it was impossible to resist. Under these
circumstances, it woulJ. not be fair or
honest for the Government not to give
some special assistance to shires like Bungaree, which had largely suffered in this way.
He agreed with the honorable member for
Portland that it was not a proper mode of
dealing with public revenue; at the same
time, in the absence of a proper substitute
for tolls, he did not see how the proceeding
could be avoided.
The vote was agreed to,
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CUSTOMS DEPARTMENT.
TEA.

On the vote of £3,042 for the Customs
department,
Mr. G RA VE S stated that he desired to
offer a few remarks with regard to a matter
which was not only of great importance to
him personally, but imTolved to a great extent the honesty of the colony. It would
be recollected that the late Government obtained the passage through Parliament of
a Tea Act, under which legislation here was
assimilated to legislation in England. However, by a provision inserted in the Upper
House, the operation of the measure was
delayed for six months, in order that
everyone should be aware of the law that
was coming into operation. During those
six months a larger quantity of inferior tea
-tea injurious to health, which would not
pass under the Tea Act-was sent out of
the colony, so that when the Act came into
opera tion, last J ul y, there was in the colony
a rather small stock. (" Question.") He
did not think he was unduly trespassing on
the committee by referring to this matter,
because it was really one of colonial importance, as, should the Tea Act of this colony
prove successful, it was the intention of the
other colonies to pass precisely similar measures. To continue his narrative, after the
Act came into operation every line of tea imported into the colony was carefully examined,
and he was fortunate enough to be able to
say that until just before he left office his
administration of the Act was not canvassed.
In January last, when certain teas came into
the market, a very extraordinary proceeding
took place. A gentleman who was the tea
salesman of a very large firm in Melbourne
wrote him the following letter : "Melbourne, 9th January, 1883.
"Hon. J. H. Graves, M.P., Commissioner of Customs, Melbourne.
" Sir,-I respectfully beg to call your attention
to the sale this day by public auction of 2,355
half-chests Mahloo tea, at 4~d. to 4!d. per lb., in
bond, ex steamers from Sydney, and on account
of Messrs. Clifford, Love, and Co., of Sydney
and I protest against such tea being admitted
into Victoria under the Tea Act 1881.
" This tea is composed of rotten, decayed, and
perished leaves, fairly made up, and mixed with
a small percentage of genuine black leaf and a
little pungent under-fermented tea, to hide its
injurious quality, and I have no hesitation in
saying this Mahloo mixture is unfit for human
food.
"I remain, &c.,
" J. O. MOODY, Tea Expert."

This letter was the most extraordinary
communication he had received during his
administration of the Act, emanating as it
did from the tea salesman of a firm second
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to none in the colony-Messrs. James
Henty and Co. He was very much aswnished that, before the tea in question
came under his control at all, he should
receive a letter stating that it was unwholesome, injurious, and unfit for human food.
When he received the letter he wrote on the
back of it the following minute : " Will Mr. Gordon, the examining officer appointed under sec. 2 of the Tea Act No. 715,
be good enough to read the enclosed letter from
Mr. Moody. of Messrs. James Henty and Co.,
regarding sale of certain teas, therein described,
and inform me if these teas, or any similar teas,
have been imported as merchandise into Victoria
by land or sea, either by the firm mentioned,
Messrs. Clifford, Love, and Co., or any other firm,
contrary to the Tea Act No. 715? If so, state
conditions and circumstances. I need not again
point out that I hold Mr. Gordon, the examining
officer, responsible that the provisions of the
'l'ea Act No. 715 are complied with in all cases.
As far as my daily experience and the reports
before me go to show, the Act has been faithfully
administered. Has any failure taken place in this
case? I have no report of this importation in any
shape.
"10/1/83.
"JAlIIES H. GUAVES."

To this Mr. Gordon replied" No such tea delivered. Portions of the shipmen t I presume referred to were landed ex Konoowa1'raand City of Adelaide, during yesterday and
to-day (9th and 10th inst.), amounting to 6,215
packages, and are now in the Customs sheds. I
presume the usual entries will be passed when
the whole shipment is landed. I shall then be
enabled to examine the importation.
"M.1!"'. GOlmON."
"10/1/83.

Mr. Moody wa.s then informed as follows : "Department of Trade and Customs,
"Melbourne, lOth January, 1883.
" Sir,-I am desired by the honorable the Commissioner of Trade and Customs to acknowledge
the receipt of your letter of the 9th in st., directing attention to the sale of 2,355 half-chests
Mahloo tea at 4!d. to 4!d. per I b. in bond, ex
steamers from Sydney, on account of Messrs.
Clifford, Love, and Co., of that port, and protesting against the admission of the tea in to Victoria
under the Tea Act 1881.
"In reply, I am to state that your protest has
been noted, but I am at the same time to inform
you that no tea answering the description given
in your communication has been imported as
merchandise into Victoria bv land or sea.
"I have, &c.,
" F. W. HOWDEN, Collector of Customs."

Mr. Moody then sent him the following
document : " Industrial and Technological Museum,
"Laboratory, 15th January, 1883.
" Progress report on samples recei ved through
Mr. J. O. Moody, of teas sold at auction on 9th
January :-2,355 half-chests Cl)ngou; 1,680 boxes
Congou, and 400 quarter-chests S.O. Pekoe.
"' All the samples are of very inferior description, and are in my opinion unfit for human consumption. They all contain rotten and exhausted leaves-leaves that have none of the
general characters of tea-leaves, dust (not tea
dust), gum, starch, and foreigu colour, seeds of
various kinds, stalks, bark, saml and earthy
matter, hair, and other matter of animal origin.
"J. COSl\10 NEWBI<JRY, B.Sc., C.M.G."
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Now, when he received such a report signed
by Mr. J. Cosmo Newbery, he gave instructions that double care should be exercisedlest any tea that was contrary to the
Ad should be allowed to pass. The Act
provided that no tea should come into Victoria unless it pa~scd the tea examiner. If
the examiner ]wd anv reason to douLt the
genuineness of tea, l{is duty was to send it
on to the Government Analytical Ohemist
for analysis. But he (Mr. Graves) would
draw attention to one particular point on
which the whole of this matter hinged. The
Act provided as follows : .
"All tea imported as merchandise into Victoria by land or sea shall be subject to examination by any otticer of Customs appointed for the
purpose by the Commissioner.
" For the purpose of such examination samples
of all teas so imported may, when deeme(l
necessary, be ta.ken without payment by any
such officer, and he may cause the same with all
convenient speed to be furt.her examined by an
analytical chemist appointed as hereinafter provided.
"If upon examination the samples appear in
the opinion of the aua.lytical chemist to be unfit
for human food the Commissioner shall cause
proceedings to be taken for the forfeiture of the
tea from which such sa.mples were taken, and
such tea lllay be forfeited accordingly."
The point he wished to draw special attention to was that the Minister of Oustoms
could only be guided under this Act by
the opinion of the Government Analytical
Chemist. The Minister must either accept
his analysis as to whether suspected tea was
genuine or not, or else he must be prepared
to say that the officer did not do his duty,
and to put another in his place, because the
Act of Parliament provided that the Government Analytical Ohemist should be the
judge of the component parts of the tea submitted to him. When the analytical chemist
examined tea, if he reported to the Minister
of Customs that it was unfit for human food
it was destroyed; and if he reported that it
was " exhausted" tea or wilfully adulterated
by admixture with other substances, the
Minister had power to prevent it going into
consumption in the colony, but in all cases
the Minister could only be guided by the
reportofthe Government Analytical Chemist.
If Mr. Moody's representations had been
supported by the report of Mr. Johnson, the
Government Analytical Ohemist-the only
report he (Mr. Graves) could act upon-he
would have stopped the tea in question, but
he had no power to interfere with it in any
way, except on Mr. Johnson's report, because, if the Minister of Customs refused to
pass certain tea,theActrequired that he should
forward to the importer a copy of the report of
the analytical chemist upon which such refusal
.1Jlr. Graves.
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was based, and then the importer could
appeal, and submit evidence to contradict
the opinion of the Government Analytical
Chemist. In the present case, the whole 58
samples-although it was admitted that the
challenged tea comprised only three qualities
-were sent to Mr. Johnson and analyzed by
him, and his report was that the tea was
wholesome, and that it "ms not wilfully
adulterated within the meaning of the Act
-namely, that it was not "exhausted tea
or mixed with other substances or exhausted
tea." Under these circumstances, he (Mr.
Graves) was placed in a very difficult posi.
tion, because he had either to say that the
report of Mr. Johnson was incorrect and the
reports of Mr. Moody and Mr. Newbery
correct, or vice Vel'Sa. As Mr. Johnson
was an officer of the Law department, he
(Mr. Graves) had an interview with the
secretary, Mr. Harriman, with a view of
ascertaining how far he would be justified in
placingimplicitfai th in the professional a bili ty
of the Government Analytical Ohemist. He
had recently written to Mr. Harriman, requesting him to repeat the opinion he expressed regarding Mr . Johnson on that
occasion, and he had received the following
reply:"Dear Sir,-In reply to your inquiries, at the
time mentioned by you, I remember saying that
Mr. Johnson was ill every way most reliable,
that his work had never been questioned during
the' period of his service in this department
(nearly seventeen years), although involving
qU(:lstions of life and death in many instances.
1 added that I felt certain that whatever results
he arrived at would be found as absolutely
correct as is possible, and I referred to instances
of bis being complimented by the learned Judges
of the Supreme Court in reference to his mode
of giving evidence in important cases.
"Your faithful servant,
" 6/4/83.

" B. C.

HARRIMAN."

During this time Mr. Moody was writing
day after day to the press. The officers of
the department were prohibited by the Oivil
Service regulations from answering him, and
he (Mr. Graves) did not think it desirable
that, as Minister, he should enter into a controversy with Mr. Moody, because that gentleman really appeared desirous of making
capital out of the matter. Had the importers of the tea insisted upon it, he (Mr.
Graves) would have been bound to allow the
tea to be delivered on the report of the
Government Analy tical Ohemist, but, at his
request, Messrs. Clifford, Love, and Co. consented to allow the delivery of the tea to be
delayed for a fortnight in order that additional analyses might be made. He accordingly sent samples of the tea to two of
th.e best analytical chemists he could find,
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J;lamely, Mr. R. W. E. MacIvor and Mr.
Hopwood. Mr. Blackett (who was then a
member of the House, and could not receive
a fee from the Government) also made an
analysis for Messrs. Clifford, Love, and Co.
Since he left office he had written to these
three gentlemen, and also to Mr. Johnson,
asking them to answer the following question s
from their notes of analysis of the tea : "1. If any of these samples were, in your
opinion, unfit for human food? 2. If, upon your
examination of these samples, you foundany tea
which, in your opinion, was exhausted tea within
the meaning or interpretation of the Act? 3.
If, upon examination, you found that, in your
opinion, the tea was mixed with substances other
than tea, within the mea.ning of the Act? "

J\fr. MacIvor's reply was as, follows : "Chemical Laboratory, 29 Queen street,
"Melbourne, March 27th, 1883.
"The Hon. J. H. Graves, M.P.
"Sir,-Referring to the samples of teas, imported into this colony by Messrs. Clifford, Love,
und Co., which you, when Commissioner of Trade
and Customs, submitted to me for analysis, I
have to say that the same were genuine teas j
that none of the samples were exhausted tea
within the meaning of the Act; that the teas
were not mixed with substances other than tea,
or with exhausted tea; and, lastly, that, though
not of high quality, the importations were quite
:fit for human food, and so I then reported to you.
" I remain, &e.,
"R. W. EMERSON MAClvoH, F.I.C., &e.,
"Registered Analytical and Consulting Chemist."

Mr. Blackett replied
terms:-

in the

followil~g

" Fitzroy, 27th March, 1883.
"To Hon: J. H. Graves, M.P.-Dear Sir,-In
reply to your letter of this day, in which you
state tha.t you have a certified copy of theanalysis
made by me, at the request of Messrs. Clifford
Love, and Co.,of certain teas which were imported
in January last by that firm, I have to say that
the result of my examina.tion went to show that
-1st. They contained nothing which could be
considered as rendering them unfit for food. 2.
They did not contain 'exhausted tea within the
meaning of the Act,' or mixed with substances
other than tea, or with exhausted tea against
the provisions of the Tea Act of 1881, No. 715.
The teas were common congous and one oolong
of fair quality, according to the market value of
such teas.
"Yours, &c.,
.1 C. R. BLACKETT,
"Ph. C. and Hon. M. Ph. Soc. of Austria."

Mr. Hopwood's report was to a similar effect.
Mr. BOSISTO asked what was the meaning of the term" exhausted tea within the
meaning of the Act" ?
Mr. GRAVES remarked that the interpretation of "exhausted tea" was given in
the Act as follows:"In this Act, tea to which the term' exhausted'
is applied shall mean and include any tea which
has in the opinion of the analytical chemist been
deprived of its proper quality, strength, or
virtue by steeping, infusion, decoction, or other
means."

Thus" exhausted" tea only meant tea which
had been depriv,ed of its natural stl'ength-
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not tea which was naturally of poor quality
-fourth crop tea, or tea containing leaves
which had perished on the treo or fallen to
the ground. Mr. Johnson's reply was similar in effect to those of the three other analytical chemists. He stated that "most of
the teas were rather low in quality, but contained nothing that could be considered unfit
for human food." He also remarked that
the tea" could not properly be condemned,"
because although SODle of the samples" appeared to be exhausted on the trees by rain,
and some contained some stalks-apparently
accidentally-no wilfuladulteration odor the
purposes of fraud was noticed in the samples."
What he (Mr. Graves) maintainerl was that,
in view of such a report from the Government
Analytical Chemist-the sole responsible
officer-supported as it was by the analyses
of three other chemists, he had no otIler
course open to him under the Act than to
allow the tea to be delivered. With regard
to the administration of the Tea Act, he
might say that he had taken a great deal of
trouble on the subject.. The Act was passed
by the late Ministry, and since it came into
operation he had obtained from the AgentGeneral the whole of the details of the
practice in England. He had no hesitation
in saying that, from what he had read of the
practice there, and the proportion of tea.
which was allowed to pass, the Tea Act of
Victoria was as faithfully and honestly
administered by the Customs department as
was that of the mother country. Samples
of the challenged tea had been sent home to
England, but no news had yet been received
as to'whether they had passed the Customs
standard there. By the courtesy of a merchant in Melbourne, however, he had been
furnished with copies of letters from London which showed that similar teas from
Foochow had been passed into London.
One of the letters said"In reply to your communication of the 31st
uIt., respecting quantity of Foochow tea condemned by the authorities during the past two
seasons, we have the pleasure to report that it
has not been found necessary to condemn a single
parcel shipped from the p,ort of Foochow during
the period under review. '

Another communication contained the fol.
lowing : "So far as we know, no Foochow teas have ever
been condemned for adulteration with foreign
substances. . . . We have never met with or
heard of a case of Foochow tea coming to the
London market blended with exhausted leaves."

A statement had been made that the Customs
department here had made an arrangement
that no tea containing less than 30 per cent.
of extract would be admitted. The Customs
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Railway Department.

would have to take the question into consideration. He desired to ask the Postmaster-General whether he would consider
the desirability of affording sufficient accommodation for carrying on the business of the
Telegraph department in Melbourne? The
present premises were quite inadequate.
Mr. BERRY stated that the matter
would be taken into consideration, but urgent
works required in the country districts had
also to be considered.
Mr. C. YOUNG called attention to the
desirability of contractors for telegraph
poles being compelled to ta~\:e out licences,
like other persons, before they were allowed
to cut down timber on Crown lands. The
greatest evil existed under the present
system, because cuntractors cut down tim" In reply to the question-' What do you unber without any supervision, and even after
derstand by the 80 per cent.of extract arranged
they had finished their contracts.
for at the meeting of certain chemists at the·
Mr. BERRY said he would make a note
Custom-house in June last?' I understand that
80 per cent. of extract obtained by Wanklyn's
of the suggestion.
process was a standard below which a genuine
The vote was agreed to.
tea was not expected to fall. It was not a fixed
standard, but was simply a guide to the chemist,
RAILWAY DEPARTMENT.
i.e., if he found less than 80 per cent. of extract,
he was to examine the tea and find the reason
On the vote of £223,658 for the Railway
for the want of extract matter, and on the result
department,
of that examination the tea would be either
passed or rejected."
Mr. BENT observed that he had heard
He had simply to say in conclusion that he that certain increases of salary granted by
believed the tea in question was honestly t4e late Government to leading officers of
passed, and that the charges of maladminis- the Railway department had been disallowed
tration against the officers of the department by the present Ministry. He wished to
point out that the increases were passed by
were not based upon fair grounds.
the Governor in Council, and were made
The vote was agreed to.
after proper recommendation. Indeed the
POSTAL DEPARTMENT.
present Minister of Railways, when he was
On the vote of £8,826 for the Postal previously in office, recommended that the
department,
present Traffic Manager's salary should be
Mr. McINTYRE asked the Postmaster- increased. Although the order for the inGeneral whether an arrangement could not creases was not made until a few days before
be made with the Orient Steam Navigation the late Government left office, the records
Company to carry ad vices of post-office would show that they were agreed to by the
orders as well as ordinary letters? At pre- Cabinet six months ago.
sent money order advices must be sent
Mr. GILLIES stated that this was a
home by the mail, so that frequently when matter which would have to be dealt with
a letter containing a money order was sent when the next year's Estimates were preto England by one of the Orient steamers pared. The present Government had dethe recipient could not get it paid because cided, without reference to any particular
the official" advice" had not been received. cases, that they would increase no salaries
The arrangement he suggested would be a on the Additional Estimates. He quite
great convenience to the public.
agreed with the honorable member for
Mr. BERRY remarked that the Go- Brighton that some of the officers referred
vernment were at present rather "rough" to were underpaid-the Traffic Manager, for
on the Orient Company in making them instance. (Mr. Bent-" If it is understood
carry letters merely for ld. each. He would, that the increase will be made on next
however, inquire into the suggestion of the year's Estimates, I will say no more.")
honorable member for Maldon.
He could only say that the proposals would
Mr. ZOX observed that, if it was for the be considered by the Government. He had
public advantage that the Orient Company always considered that the Traffic Manager
should be subsidized, the Government was underpaid. As far as Parliament had
department had made no such arrangement,
and could not do so, because the Act did not
fix any percentage of extract as the standard.
In England, for the convenience of the
Customs department, 25 per cent. of extract
was regarded as a standard, any teas falling
below which were considered to be jJ1'ima
facie doubtful, and similarly, if tea was found
to contain more than 7 or 8 per cent. of
mineral ash, it was considered to be primd
facie adulterated wilfully. In the same way
30 per cent. of extract had been accepted here
as a standard, teas falling below which were
considered doubtful, and were sent to the
analytical chemist for his report. On this
point, in a communication he had received
from Mr. Cosmo N ewbery, that gentleman
said-
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had any experience, however, increases of
salary were always made on the original
Estimates, unless when the increase was
due to the promotion of some other officer
to a new office, whereupon the next officer
took the vacant place.
Mr. McINTYRE asked how it was that,
if the late Government made these increases,
the present Ministry disavowed them? Was
it because they did not appear on the
original Estimates?
Mr. GILLIES stated that there was no
disavowal, but the late Government, in raising the salaries of these officers the day
after they were defeated in Parliament, performed an executive act involving a question of public policy, which, in his judgment, they ought not to have done. Apart
from that, however, the present Government
decided, without reference to these particular
salaries at all, that they would not ask Parliament to increase any salaries on the Additional Estimates. (Mr. McIntyre-" The
late Minister of Railwn.ys says the increases
were made six months ago.") That was
not correct. The minute oc the Executive
Council was dated March 7, 1883.
Mr. BENT remarked that the increases
were on the Additional Estimates of the late
Government, and he believed in print. (Mr.
Gillies-" There were no Additional Estimn.tes COl' the Railway department in print.")
At any mte, six months ago the increases
were properly signed and recommended in
preparation for the Additional Estimates.
The increases were very slight. He believed
the Traffic Manager's salary was only raised
by £50. (Mr. Gillies-" No, £100-from
£850 to ££)50.") The salaries of the Secretary and the Accountant were similarly increased. n.nd the total amount of the additions was only £400. If the intentions of the
bte Government were carried out in next
year's Estimates he would be satisfied.
Mr. ZOX suggested that the Minister
of Railways would carry out a very useful
rerorm if he would cause the name of each
railway station to be painted in a conspicuous
place for the convenience of strangers.
Great inconvenience was felt at present
from the want of such n. provision.
Mr. HARPER believed that most honOl'able members felt that the higher officers
or the Railwn.y department, considering the
duties they had to perform and. their responsibility, were not properly paid. Moreover, they were not under the Civil Service
Act, and he trusted that on next year's
Estimates the increases promised by the late
Government would be carried out.
SES. 1883.-H
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Mr. A. T. CLARK asked the Government
to state definitely whether they would carry
out the intention of their predecessors to raise
the Traffic Manager's salary from £850 to
£950 per annum, or leave the matter for
further consideration?
Mr. GILLIES said he would take the
opinion of his colleagues on the subject, and,
if Parliament was not satisfied with their
decision, it could reverse it.
Mr. A. 1'. CLARK remarked that, were
he in office, he would decide all such poiuts
for himself, :ll1d take care that his colleagues
did not interfere witll the conclusion ]10 came
to. There was not an officer in the whole
of the public service with greater responsibilities than those of the 1'mffic Manager.
'Vhy no gentleman in England competent
for such n. position would dream of taking
it for less than £2,000 a year. UnquestionaLly Mr. Anderson was grossly underpaid.
Mr. SERVICE thought the honomble
member would do well to leave the matter·
with the Government.
The vote was agreed to.
COAL.
On the vote of £13,2£)G for the Mining
department,
Mr. A. 1'. CLARK drew attention to
the item of £12,500 for "prospecting for
gold, coal, &c." He sn.id the vVilliamstown
Coal Prospecting Company had already spent
£1,000 of their own money, with the view
of developing the coal resources of the
country, but up to the present time thqy had
received very little assistance from the
Mining department, and he wanted to know
the reason why that was the case? 'Vas
eyery company or the kind to be dependent
upon the opinion of n. man who was no more
than n. mere clerk in the public service?
Had he (Mr. Clark) known beforehand that
tbis item wonld come up for consideration
~hat evening, he would have been prepared
to show, by n. reference to the opinions or
some of the best geologists who ever lired,
that the strata the eompnny were developing
were bound to pl'oYe carboniferous. 'Vhy
then mnst tbey bow before Mr. Murray, a
4th or 5th class clerk in the Mining department, who had never been outside its four
walls, or done any good while he was within
them?
Mr. LEVIEN stated that what the
Mining department had done with respect
to the bores put down at both 'Villiamstown and POl'tarlingt:on was ~ione on the
recommendation of Mr. Murray. Indeed
the bores sunk at t·he latter locality werc-
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put down in the exact spots pointed out by
him, so that unnecessary expense might be
avoided. If the honorable member for
Williamstown would suggest some one else
to report on the bore nt 'Villiamstown,
he (Mr. Levien) would do all he could towards accepting the suggestion, but in the
opinion of the lVlining department Mr.
Murray was an excellent officer, nnd fully
competent to express an opinion on the
subject.
The vote was agreed to.
PARKS AND GARDENS.
On the vote of £8,762 for the departments of 'Vater Supply and Agriculture,
Mr. C. YOUNG called attention to the
item of £1,000 for" fencing and improving
public parks and gardens," and asked if
that amount would be sufficient?
Mr. LEVIEN said he was informed by
the Secretary for Agriculture that the sum
was ample for the purpose.
Mr. C. YOUNG stated that he wished
it placed on record· that he regarded the
amount as very insufficient.
The vote was agreed to.
The resolutions were reported to the House,
and, along with the resolutions passed in
Committee of Supply on April 5, 10, and
11, were considered and adopted.
MELBOURNE HARBOUR TRUST
ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
This Bill was returned from the Legislative Council, with a message intimating
that they llad agreed to the same with
amendments.
On the motion of Mr. KERFERD, the
amendments were adopted.
PAYMENT OF MEMBERS BILL.
Mr. GILLIES moved the second reading
of this Bill.
Mr. M. H. DAVIES.-Mr. Speaker,
there can be no doubt that if the honorable
member in charge of the Bill wished to
create the idea that it really involves no new
principle, but ought to be regarded as merely
a measure for the extension of an expiring
law rather than one to be carefully discussed
on its merits, lIe acted wisely when he
moved its second reading without making
any observation on the subject. N ever-·
theless I think that, although the Bill has,
since it first became the law of the land in
1870, been frequently discussed as well as
re-enacted, it is only right that it should
not be dealt with now without at least the
new members of the Assembly expressing
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their views on the matter. It is, moreover,
not treating the House quite fairly to
endeavour to get the measure through sub
silentio-without offering any reason whatever in its support.
lVIr. MACGREGOR.-The country 1111s
decided the question.
Mr. M. H. DAVIES.-Then it ought
to be shown by argument that the Bill is
one which the country desires to see carried.
For my part, I am not at all aware that the
country has settled the question. Again,
in what shape does it now come before us?
Hitherto, whenever a Payment of Members
Bill has been submitted, we have been
asked to pass it into law for only three years,
but in my humble opinion the stage has
been reached when we ought to arrive at a
'conclusion on the point once for all, and
either establish the principle of payment
of members firmly on our statute-book,
or let it lapse entirely out of operation.
Another point of view is that it can be
scarcely correct to dispose of a matter involving the expenditure of nearly £100,000
in an off-hand manner. It is contendetl
that the country has given in its adhesion
to payment of members, but qefore I agree
to that I would like to ask whether the
country DIay be said to have thoroughly
realized what payment of members has cost?
Reckoning everything, nearly £350,000 has
been already spent on 'that account; what
return has the country had for the money?
Mr. A. T. CLARK.-It has got you.
Mr. M. H. DAVIES.-'Vell, I consider
that at that price I must be a very dear
bargain. I think also that it will be admitted that remunerating honorable mem..
bel'S scarcely adds to the honour of being a
parliamentary representative-that the position of representing a constituency would
be much more honorable if it were not a
paid one.
Mr. A. T. CLARK.-Then don't take
your share of the payment.
Mr. M. H. DA VIES.-I don't see that
a retort. of that kind meets the case at all.
Supposing I am c,alled upon, in order that
I may represent a constituency, to fight a
contested election-no doubt there are plenty
of persons perfectly prepared, with the prospect of £300 per annum, to try to step into
my shoes-in what position would I stand
if I started with the understanding that if
I was elected I would take no payment? I·
would simply be handicapped to the extent
of £900. It is my opinion that Members
of Pnrliament derive no extra benefit from
this money-that receiving £300 a year
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does not leave them ricJwr by one farthing
at the end of the twelve months-because
not only are their elections made more expensive, their committees usually considering
that candidates can afford to be lavish, but
it renders them subject to claims that would
otherwise never be pressed upon them. I
confess that I expected to hear some arguments pffered to-night in favour of Members
of Parliament being remunerated-that at
least the honorable member in charge of the
measure would attempt to show either that
the adoption of the principle improves the
position which honorable members hold, or
else that the country gets some good, direct
or indirect, from the enormous expenditure.
Surely, unless something of the kind is the
case, we ought to pause before we take such
a large sum out of the pockets of the people.
I notice that, when the present question was
under discussion on a former occasion, the
honorable member for Emerald Hill (Mr.
Nimmo) contend cd that the country llad
declared itself in favour of payment of members so emphatically that foul' members of
the first Parliament elected in 1880, who
had strongly opposed and" stone-walled"
the adoption of the principle, were subsequently rejected by their constituencies.
The honorable member spoke as follows : "Four of the gentlemen who took up that
position were Mr. Jones, Mr. Harper, Mr.
McIntyre, and Mr. Staughton. Where are thosegentlemen now? They went to the heads of the
family, and the heads of the family told them
that they were not wanted any longer. Did that
show that the country was against payment of
members ?"

But surely if the fact that these foul' gentlemen were then absent from the House was
a proof that the country was for payment of
members, the fact that three of them were
duly returned at the late elections ought to
be deemed a proof that the country is now
against payment of members. In addition,
I may mention that a reference to the list
of the diyision that took place the last time
a Payment of Members Bill was adopted by
this Ohamber will show that thirteen of those
who then supported the measure failed, for
variolls reasons, to find seats in the present
Assembly. It is, moreover, unquestionable
that the proportion of honorable mem bel'S who
oppose payment of members is decidedly increasing. In September, 1880, the number
of those who voted against the principle was
only 20, while the other night it was 28. I
regret that the measure was not introduced
in a somewhat modified form-one that would
enable honorable members on all sides to regard it as acceptable, and to give ~omething
R
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like a unanimous vote in its support. For
examph', I would, myself, yote for it if it
instituted a difference between country members and town members, and regulated the
remuneration of each by his attendance to
his duty. Some plan of the sort is adopted
in the United States, in Oanada, and also
in several countries in Europe, and I am sure
it would work yery well here. I don't think
a Bill to remunerate honorable members indiscriminately ought to be received with the
ea.gerness with which tllis measure has been
received. But, I suppose, I shall be pretty
correct if, slightly altering an old couplet, I
say" What ma.kes all doctrines plain and clear?
A bout three hundred pounds a year."

I think the strikingly easy manner in whi('11
the Bill has hitherto passed through its
various stages goes very far to show that
the arguments in its favour are made extremely clear to a number of honorable members by the circumstance t.hat attaching to
it is payment to themselves.
Mr. 'VHEELER.-Sir, I consider that
the last speaker made one of the best
speeches on the present question that I ever
heard. I think he put the subject in eyery
possible light. Oertainly he showed clearly
that payment of members will soon be a
thing of the past because the members who
support it are growing fewer, while those
who oppose it are becoming more numerous.
Oonsequently I don't agree with him that
the time has come for rendering the thing
permanent, because I believe that if we
wait a few years longer we shall find ourselves in a position to get rid of it altogether. As for my constituents agreeing
with me on the subject, I may state that in
my own portion of the Oreswick district at
the last election the votes of 573 out of 758
electors on the roll were polled in my favour.
It has often ber.n contended that without
payment of members there would be no local
representation in Parliament; but look at
the recent elections for the other Ohamber.
Although honorable members there reeeive
no payment, almost every seat was hotly
contested by local candidates. I say, therefore, thnt we could get plenty of local representatives in the Assemblywithoutl'emunerating
them in any way. I am also certain that
the working classes of the country arc
slowly but surely setting themselves against
any payment of members. At least I find n.
feeling of that sort to be yery widely spread.
For my pnrt, t regard the adoption of the
principle as one of the greatest CUl'ses that
. ever befrl this community. As for honorable
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memLers deriving any great aLhantage from
it, I venture to n.ssert that many or them
mn.ke very lnrge sacrifices in order to sit in
Parliament, and that I am one of the
number. The £300 a yenr I receive is a
bagatelle in comparison wit.h the claims for
this and for that which arc daily pressed
upon me. POl' instance, the contributions I
was compelled to mnkc lnst yenr towards
different public objects in my district cost
me at least £100 over what I received as
a Member of Pn.rliament. I n.m sorry we
cannot abolish the system now, but I hope
that the next time we nre cnlled upon to
deal with it the case will be different.
Mr. vVRIXON.-Mr. Speaker, I wish
to raise once more the contention thn.t, by
adopting a system of payment of members
for the Assembly alone, we are really compromising our reputation. The Bill declares
that members of the Assembly are entitled to
pn.yment, and it proviu.es payment for them,
but beyond that point it does not go an
inch. Is a measure of that sort one fit to
be sent to the other branch of the Legislature? Have we any ground for practically
saying that we n.lone ought to recC'ive payment for our parliamentary services? For
a long time it wns a cardinal principle with
the liberal party that payment of members
could never be consented to unless both
Houses received it, and I repeat that to depart from that stand-point is compromising
to the last degree. The honorable member~
in charge of the Bill told us the other night
that the Upper Househave declared that they
will not take payment., but do not honorable members know that formerly for year
after year thoy did take payment? It was
in an unfortunate moment of weakness that
we changed the system of paying both
Houses. The honorable member also stated
that whenever the Upper House passed a
resolution in favour of t.heir bcing paid payment would b::J promptly awarded to them,
but can we justify before tllC country placing the J.Jogislnti ve Council in n.ny snch
position? Let it llot be snpposed that I
have any underhand wish to put payment
for both Houses in this Bill in order to secure its rejection as a whole elsewhcre. I
want no victory of the kind. I ~imply assert ~hat the Council pcrform duties similar
to ours, that they are n. representative body,
that in consequence they are as much entitled to payment as we are, and that for
us to take it unless they get it :llso i~ a course
which we ought not to aLlopt. It will depreciate our position and 01.11' influence; for
the real foundation of tlie iufluence of any
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legislative body, whatever may be its legal
rights, is the respect in which it is held by
the country at In.rge. ,Ve shn.ll strike a
blow at that respect if we rush tbrough n.
Bill to pay ourselves and exclude the other
Chamber from the opportunity of joining in
the principle of payment of members.
Mr. C. YOUNG.-Sir, I beg to congratulate honoraLle members on the ardent
attention which they havc shown to the
Payment of Members Bill.
It is most
creditable to their zeal that e,·cn the
departure of the suburban trains has not
prevented them from remaining in the
ehambcr in order to get the measure passed
to-night. I am bound to say, however,
thfit I think the honorable member for St.
Kilda (Mr. Davies) has made a most excellent speech against the Bill, and has clearly
pointed out the objections to the principle
of it. The system of payment which the
measure proposes to continuo is vcry unequal
in its opemtion. I find that of the membcrs
of the Assembly 49 reside in Melbourne or
the suburLs find only 37 in the country
districts. If £300 per annum each is a
fnir sum for reimbursing country members
their expcnses in relation to their attendance
in Parliament, it is quite clear thnt a less
payment would be sufficient to reimburse
those who reside in town, and 7:ice vel's(l..
Mr. MIHAlVIS.-It depends upon the
work thoy do.
Mr. C. YOUNG.-I apprehend that the
expense to which an honoraLle member is
put by his attendance in Parliament is
pretty much the same whether he does much
legislative work or little.
Perhaps the
hnrdcst work which an honorable member
can do is to listen to a two days' speech
from another honorable member. However,
to illustrate the inequality of the present
system or payment, I will ask if it is likely
that the llOnornble member for Ballarat
·yvest (Major Smith) and the honorable
member for Emerald Hill (Mr. Macgregor)
each incurs the same expense in attending
to his parliamentnry duties? The honorable and gallant :Major cannot be expected
to live in Melbourne two or three nights a
week for nothing. If payment or members
is to be recognised, there is 110 equity in
giving one honorable member who sleeps in
his own house eycry night tlle same remuneration as a member who is compelled
to live away from his home the greater
part of eycl'.Y week during the se.ssion. I
thoroughly n.gree with the honornble member
for St. Kilda that the electors generally
would prefer the New Zealand system, of
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paying members so much for each day
they attend Parliament, rathC'f than see the
existing system continued. At prcsent the
members of this House are paid in the recess
as well as during the session, and they nrc
all paid at the same rate whether they attend
to their parliamentary duties or otherwise.
It is not a reasonable or equitablr, system.
It would be much better to adopt a fairer and
discriminating method of remuneration.
The motion was agreed to.
1'11e Dill was then read a second time, nnd
committed.
Clause 1, provitling that every member of
the Legislative Assembly" shall be entitled
to receive rt~imbl1r~Cluent of his expenses, in
relation to his attendance in tho discharge of
his parliamentary duties, at the rate or £300
per annnm," was passed without lliscussion.
On clause 2, providing thnt the measure
"shall commence and take effect immeII iately on the ending of the present session
of Parliament, and shall continue in force
until the end of the present session of Parliament., and thence until the end of the
tllOn next ensuing session,"
Mr. lVIIHAl\IS moved that the words
from and including the ,,"ords "and shall
continue in force" to tlw end of the clause
be struck out. He explained th~t the object
of the amendment was to make the Bill a
permanent measure. He hall alwfiys main-.
tained that it ought to be a permanent onC',
so that there should be no necessity for introducing it e\Tery three years, and having
a fresh discussion on each occasion.
Mr. McINTYRE asked it the 1st clause
was passed?
The CHAIRMAN.-The question that
clause 1 stand part of the Bill was put and
resolved in the affirmative.
Mr. McINTYRE remarked that he was
not aware that the 1st clanse was put.
M.r. M.e LELLAN said the question was
put most distinctly.
Mr. McINTYHE stated that he desired
to moyo un [unellllment in the 1st clause.
The CHAIRMAN.-It is too late to
move an amendment in the 1st clause. The
question now uerore the committee is that
the wonls proposed to be omitted from elause
2 stand part of the clause.
Mr. GILLIES expressed the 110pe that
the committee woulel not agree to the amendment proposed by the honorable mCHuber for
Collingwood (Mr. Mirams). He conclllTell
with a great deal of ,yhat had been said by
the honorable mClllber for Portland, but he
did not see his way to gi ye effect to that
honorable member's suggestion.
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Mr. 'VHEELER said he trnsted that the
amendment would he withdrawn. If the
Bill was to be a temporary measure it would
be passed, but he would fight figa~nst it being
made a pcrmanent measure even if, to do so
succei3sfully, it WfiS necessary for him to bring
his blankets, and sleep in the House.
The amendment was negatived.
The Bill, having been gone throug11, was
report.ed without amendment.
Mr. GI LLIES moved that the Bill be
now read a third time.
Mr. McINTYRE.-Mr. Speaker, I beg
to propose that the Bill be recommitted with
the view or making certain amendments in
the 1st clause. The amendments which I
desire to submit arc of such a character that
I belieye a majority of the House will support them. One of them is to provide that
the payment shall apply only to the 1'epresentnti\"es of certain constituencies, to be
enumernt~d in a schedule; and another is to
provide that such membcra shall be paid in
accordance with their attelldanee in Parliament. I am quite sure that the amendments,
if adopt.3d, will make the Bill more equitable
than it is in its present shape.
Mr. AN DERSON seconded the proposition for t.he recommittal of the Bill, which
was negativcd.
MI'. DERHAM.-Mr. Speaker, before
the Bill is read a third time, I think it is
OlJly right, as a new member, to state that
I entertain ycry strong objections to the'
measure.
An HONORABLE MEl\[J3ER.-You will
take the money.
lVIr. DERHAM.-I beg to say that I
shall not pockct one shilling of the money.
The Bill, if upheld at all, onght to be supported by principle, but, as far fiS I can see,
there is very little principle in it. There
seems to be a common understanding
amongst those who wish the measure to be
passed that they ,yill say very little about it,
but lea,·c the question to be debated entirely
by those who nrc opposed to the Bill. If the
measure is to be based on prineiple, it should,
in my opinion, provide for the payment of
members or both branches of the Lcgislature.
It. may be urged that the members of another
place do not devote 'the same time to the
business of the country that the members
of this House do. Snpposing that to be the
case, nevertheless they should still be paid
ill proportion to their s8rvices if the Bill is
b be supported on fmy consistent principle.'
But, as I have alrcady intimated, I cannot
see finy principle at all in connexion with it.
It is to be regretted tIlathonorable members,
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in addressing themselves to the Bill, speak
within the hearing of gentlemen to whom
the amount named is a consideration.
(Cries of "Shame.") I certainly would
not wilfully offend the feelings of any
members of this House. I hope that those
honorable members who do not know me
will give me credit for sincerity in making
this statement. Although the measure
is rather delicately worded, being called a
Bill for the "reimbursement" or members
of the Legislative Assembly, every honorable member who addresses himself to the
question speaks of it as a Bill for the" payment" of members. I think, therefore, that
we may dismiss the more delicate title from
our minds, and regard the Bill according to
its real object, which is the payment of
members. In other walks of life gentlemen
who, from their attainments, occupy prominent positions, are paid very much larger
snms than the one allotted for the payment
of each member of this House. For instance, a bank manager in the city of Melbourne, of the first class, enjoys a salary of
about £3,000 a year.. 1 respectfully contend
that a member of the Legislature ought to
luI. ye snch ability as would justify him in
claiming a somewhat similar salary. I apprehend that ir £300 a year is to be the
salary paid to a member of tllis Chamber,
we cannot expect to get members of the
superior class, such as I ha\7e indicated j
and, rather than pass the Bill, I think it is
preferable that we should get gentlemen of
the class to which I have referred to become
members of the Assembly, and-although
they may be worth £3,000 a year-to do the
work for nothing.
Dr. ROSE.-Sir, as a supporter of the
Bill, I wish to say a few words with reference
to it, inasmuch as' most honorable nlembers
who have addressed themselves to the question llave spoken against the measure. I am
exceedingly astonished at some of the statements which have been made. One honorable member has argued that it would be a
greater honour if the members of the Assembly, instead of being paid £300 a year
each, came here without receiving any payment whatever. If that argument be correct,
it would be a greater honour still if honorable
members gave £300 a year each to the
State. The honorable member for Sandridge made a very extraordinary statement, namely, that every member of this
Honse should be a man capable of earning
at least £3,000 or £4,000 a year. I would
like to ask the honorable member if he
'lupposes that the Assembly will adjudge him
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worthy of that remuneration? If payment of
members be such a burning question in the
hearts and. minds of some honorable members
as to ind uce them to oppose it with all their
energy, I think they would give the most
em phatic manifestation of their conscientious
objection to it, not by theil' votes and
speeches, but by refusing to take their share
of the money out of the coffers of the Treasury, and thus practising what they avow.
That would be a far more straightforward
method of opposing the principle of payment
of members than simply voting against it
and taking the money-it would be a method
which would carry with it some force, and
would indicate to the country that they
earnestly mean what they say.
Mr. GILLIES.-Mr. Speaker, the honorable member for Sandridge complained that
the honorable members supporting the Bill
have urged little or nothing in favour of it.
Possibly that may be the case, but I would
remind the honorable memberthatitisagreat
lllany years -so many that I am almost afraid
to mention the number-since the question of
payment of members was first brought under
the consideration of Parliament. In the
early days of the agitation for payment of
members, every honorable member who was
in favour of the pt:inciple' buckled on his
armour and debated the subject as one of
great constitutional interest and importance.
The question has been thrashed out over
and over again in times that are past, and
there is no necessity for now having a continual repetition of the old argnments in
support of the principle of payment of members. No doubt there are many honorable
members, like the honorable member for
Sandridge, who hold very strong opinions
averse to that principle, anel I give them
credit for honest convictions on the subject;
but I cannot agree with the view entertained
by the honorable member for North Melbourne (Dr. Rose) that, if an honorable
member is honest in opposing a Bill for payment of members, he insults Parliament by
refusing to take payment if Parliament, in
its wisdom, thinks proper to pass such a
measure. I don't adopt that view at all j
on the contrary, if Parliament passes a
measure for the reimbursement of members,
I think that, as a matter of courtesy, all
honorable members ought to take the money.
On one occasion when a Payment of Members Bill was b0fore this House an honorable
member, who was a strong supporter of the
measure, wanted to know whether, if the
Bill became law, those honorable members
who were opposed to the principle ought not
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to be compelled to take the money; and a
very distinguislled and learned gentleman
on the same occasion said that, if Parliament
thought proper to pass the Bill, he hoped
that no member would refuse to take payment, because he considered that to do so
would be t.o insult Parliament.
Mr. HARPER.-Sir, the House is indebted to the Minister of Railways for
answering the argument of some honorable
members that those who are opposed on
principle-on public grounds-to payment
of members are necessarily bound to show
their sincerity by refusing to take the money.
I think the honorable gentleman has placed
that matter in the right light. I admit
that, theoretically, there is a great deal in
favour of payment of members. My position in regard to the question is tllis: theoretically, payment of members may be quite
justifiable, but, in my opinion, the evils of
the system overbalance the benefi.ts flowing
from it. If, however, the majority of Parliament are determined that the members of
this House shall be paid, I think that those
members who are opposed to the principle on
public grounds are perhaps quite as worthy
of being paid as those who advocate it.
Mr. MIRAMS.-Mr. Speaker, I desire
to assure the honorable member for East
Bourke that he has not at all disposed of
the argument which he attempted to rebut,
and that the statement made by the Minister of Railways does not cover the case in
the least. vVhat the honorable member for
North Melbourne (Dr. Rose) snid in respect
to the matter is absolutely true, and is held
to be true by the outside public. The Minister of Railways asks the House to believe
that it is an insult to Parliament for any
member not to take the money if a Bill is
passed for the payment of members. The
honorable gentleman might just as well say
that those denominations wllich, on principle,
refused to accept any State aid to religion,
although money for them was appropriated
year after year, insulted Parliament because
they allowed the money to lapse into the
consolidated reVCllUe, and were true to their
con yictions.
Mr. HARPER.-There is no analogy
between the two cases.
Mr. MIRAMS.-The analogy holds good
in every respect. On what grounds did
those religious denominations refuse to take
the money appropriated. for them? Because they conscientiously believed. t.hat they
had no right to take it, and. that the State
was not bound to provide it for them. The
opponents of payment of members tell us
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that no Member of Parliament has a right
to take this £300 a year-that it is wrong
for Parliament to appropriate money for
payment of members-and yet, as soon as
the measure is passed by the votes of those
who approve of it, they accept the money
like those who conscientiously believe in the
principle of payment of members. They
will neyer have a majority in this House
against the proposa.l until they act up to
their cOlwictions and refuse to accept the
money. As soon as every member who
honestly believes this Bill ought not to pass
will back his opinion by his action, and refuse to take the money, so soon may the
opponents of the principle expect to convert
public opinion in their favour; but as long
as they accept the money voted for them by
other people, much against their own will
they tell us, they will not be true to their
convictions, or be able to get a majority on
their side.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then read a third time and
passed.
MELBOURNE TRAMWAY AND
OMNIBUS COMPANY'S BILL.
On the motion of Mr. GILLIES, the
following resolutions were agreed to, and
were adopted as it standing order of the
House : "1. That the promoters of a Dill intituled 'a
Bill to authorize the Melbourne Tramway and
Omnibus Uompany Limited to construct tramways in the cities of Melbourne, Fitzroy. Collingwood, Prahran, and Uichmond, and the towns of
Emerald Hill and Hotham, and the boroughs of
St. KHdn, Brunswick, l{ew, Hawthorn, and Sandridge, and for other purposes,' which was brought
into this House during this session, ha.ve leave
to suspend any further proceedings thereupon.
and to proceed with the same Bill in the next
ensuing session of Parliament.
"2. That, not later than four clear dals after
the next lIIeetin~ of Parliament, the Bill shall
be deposited with the Clerk of the Legislative
Assembly, with a declaration, signed by the
agent, annexed thereto, stating that the Bill
is the same in every respect as the Bill with respect to which proceedings had been so BUSpended at the last stage of the proceedings in
this House in the present session.
"8. That the Bi1l, endorsed by the Clerk of
the Legislative Assembly as having been duly
deposited with him, shall be laid by him forthwith on the table of the House in the next
ensuing session of Parlinment.
"4. That the Dill so laid on the table, and the
order of leave to bring in the same in the session
1883, shall be read, and thereupon such Bill
shall be read a first time, a second time, and
committed to a select committee. and reported,
and that the consideration of the report be
proceeded with at. the stage reached by the
House 011 the 20th December, 1882."

The House adjourned at ten minutes
before midnight, until Tuesday, April 17.
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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
Tuesday, April 17, 1883.
Removal of Kensington Hill-Payment of Members BillAg-l'iculturaI Sta.tistics: Returns of Wheat-Water
Supply Lo:\ns Bill.

The PRESIDENT took the chair at a quarter
to five o'clock p.m., and read the prayer.
DECLARATION OF
QUALIFICATION.
The Hon. T. Bl'omeU delivered to the
Clerk the declaration required by the Act
No. 702.
KENSINGTON HILL.
The Hon. J. A. vVALLACB asked the
Millister of .Justice, without notice, whether
the Government intended to appoint a
board of inquiry or to inquire for themselves
into the case of the Kensington-hill works?
He (Mr.
allace) considered that, in view
of the bad reports current with respect to
the subject, Parliament ought to be made
acquainted with the whole of the facts connected with it. The outside public regarded
the transaction that had been entered into
as a swindle from;beginning to end.
. The Hon. R. S. ANDERSON stated
that he could not, without notice, answer
the question absolutely.. It was not within
his knowledge whether the Government intended to appoillt such a board, or even
deemed any proceeding of the kind to be at
all necessary. He might say, however, that
the Minister or Railways was making a
very searching investigation into the whole
business, and intended, if possible, to get to
the bottom of it.
The Hon. F. S. DOBSON inquired if
the Minister or Justice meant bis last remark to be an insinuation against the late
GOyernmeilt ?
The PRESIDENT.- The honorable
member is not in order.
Mr. WALLA CE intimated that he would
repeat his question on the following day.

'V

PAYMENT OF MEMBERS BILL.
This Bill was received from the Legislati\Te Assembly.
After a pause,
The Hon. H. CUTHBERT moved that
. the Bill be l\.lad a first timc.
The motion was agreed, to, nnd the Bill
was read a first time.

lfember8 Bill.

The second reading of the Bill having
been made an order for the following day,
The Hon. VV. A. ZEAL asked Mr.
Cuthbert if he proposed to get the Bill
carried through its rema.ining stages in one
day in order that Parliament might be prorogued on Thursday? Assuming that he
did, he (Mr. Zeal) would state that he, for
one, was not disposed to allow legislation
of moment to pass in any such hurried
. manner. The Council represented a very important portion of the community whose interests demanded that eyery measure brought
before tho upper branch of the Legislature
flhould receive the most careful consideration,
and it could not be right for tho Government
to close the session wit.hout consulting its
"iews.
1\11'. CUTHBERT st.ated that he moved
the first reading of the Bill simply because
no other honorable member rose to do so.
He believed that the honorable member
upon whose motion the measure was carried
through another place had not asked any
paJ'ticular member of the Council to ta.ke
charge of it, but he (Mr. Cuthbert) thought
that its importance unquestionably entitled
it to consideration. At all events, it ought
· to be treated with courtesy. He could not
call to mind that the Council had ever
· refused a first reading to any Bill trans: mitted to them from the Assembly. At
: the same time, he hoped that the motion for
the second reading of the Bill would fall
· into other hands. Should it, however, be
his lot to have to take further charge of
the measure, he would endeavour, despite
Mr. Zeal's threatened objection, to get it
carried through all its stages on the following day, because it was highly desirable that
the session should close on Thursday.
AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS.
The Hon .•J. BELL asked the Minister
of ,Justice whether the Government would
be prepared to give a progress report of the
agricultural statistics, as regarded wheat, as
soon as they were ascertained, withoutwaiting
for the completion of the returns of other
produce?
The Hon. R. S. ANDERSON read, in
reply, the following memorandum : "As the returns of all the crops in a district
are tabulated simultaneously, nothing would be
gained by publishing the wheat statistics in advance of the others. On the present occasion it
is proposed to publish the statistics of the
differellt districts as soon as they are ready, instead of waiting for the whole to be completed,
as iu 'previous years. In the conrse of a few
days, I hope to be able to publish the returns of
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number of districts, including the bulkof those
situated in the northern portion of the colony.
"11. H. HAYTEH, Government Statist."

II.

vVA.TER SUPPLY LOANS BILL.
The Hon. R. S. ANDERSON moved
the second reading of this Bill. He said it
'was a measure to authorize the loan of five
different SUIltS, amounting t.ogether to
£28,000, to five different municipalities for
watel' supply pnrposes. Thr. monoy was
provided under the Loan Act of 1881; it
had been already allocated _to the several
municipalities in question, and a great deal
of it lwd been expended, or was in conrse
of expenditure, but at present the disburse-'
ment was unsanctioned by parliamentary
aut.hority, and the Bill was brought in in
order that such sanction might be given.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then read a second time.
On the question. that the Bill be committed,
The Hon. F. S. DOBSON expressed the
opinion that the consideration of the Bill in
committce ought to be deferi'ed until the
following day. He entirely ngreed with Mr.
Zeal that no measure ought to be rushed
through the House.
The PRESIDENT.-It is quite usual
for the House, after realling a Bill a second
time, to consider it in committee.
Dr. DOBSON said he would object to
that course being taken on the present
occasion.
The PRESIDENT.-Such an objection
is not warranted by the st.anding orders.
Mr. ANDERSON observCll that it was
quite in order to moye, when a Bill had been
read a second time, that it be committed.
The House then went into committee on
the Bill.
On clause 1, which set forth the title of
the measnre,
Dr. DOnSON moved that the Chairman
report progress. He said he wished not to
delay business, but only to look into the
statemCl~t just mmle by the Minister of
Justice that t.here had been illegal expenditure in cOllllexion with the loans the nill
provided for.
Mr. ANDERSON promised tbat he
would not press the Bill through all its
stages that evening.
The motion was negatived.
The Bill, having been gone through, was
reported without amelllhllent.
The House adjourned at seven minutes
past five o'clock.

Resignation of ]fembe1's.

233

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
T~te8d((.1J,

April 17, 1883.

Resignation of Members: Election Petitions-Justices of
the Peace-Timor 'felegmph·office-Emp10yes in Shops
Commission-Public Instruction: Planting School Re·
serves-Income Tax-The Mallee Question-Metro·
politan Parks and Gardens - Legislative Assembly
Chamber: Electric Light-Public Reserves-Govern.
ment Printing-office: Employes' Salaries-Annexation
of New Guinea-Grant and Grenville ElectionsMunicipal Endowment-Elections and Qualifications
Committee-Defalcations in the Lands DepartmentFisheries Act Amendment Act (1878) Continuation
Bill-Ra,ilway Works Bill-ExpenditUl'e under Loans:
WaterSupply: Public Works-Ways and Means: The
Education Commission: 'fhe Public Finn,nces: Removal of Kensington-hill-Appropriation Bill-Expiring Laws Continuation Bill-Loan COl'l'cspondenceStatute of Trusts Amendment Bill-Melbourne Tramway and Omnibus Company's Bill-Railway Construction Bill-Public Health Statute.

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past
four o'clock p.m.
RESIGNATION OF MEMBERS.
The SPEAKER read the following
ruling : " On the 1st Ma.rch last, the question was raised
whether, in the event of the resignation of a
member who ha.d been returned at the general
election held on the 2:lnu .February, n. new writ
would be issued before the expiration of the
period limited by law for presenting election
petitions.
" I pointed out that the Jaw seemed to indicate
one thing and the practice of this House another,
and statcu that I would not like to intrrpret the
law so as to inconvenience the House without
due consideration and notice, and without the
approval of the House itself, and that I did not
feel justified, whatever might be my opinion, in
reversing the practice of the Honse at that
moment.
" During the adjonrnment I have given the
subject further consideration, and I desire now
to point out to the House what the practice is
and what the law indicates.
.
"In 1::174, the question was debated in the
House in reference to the issue of writs for the
St. Kilda and Ovens electoral districts (see 18
Pm·l. lJebates, pp. 101, 128, 156 to l(i2) , and was
referreu to the Standing Orders Committee,
which reported I that there has been no uniformity of practice with regard to the issue of
writs j ' and recommended I that no writ should
be issued by the Spen.ker until the expiry of the
time appoiuteu by Jaw for petitioning j' and that,
I in auy amendment of the Electoral Act, provision shall be made for a reuuction of the number of dn.ys within which a petition can be lodged
to the sn.ll1e period as in the House of Commons,
viz., 15 days.'-(Parl. Paper, D. No.1, of 1874.)
Such report has neyer been adopted by the
House j and, although the Electoral Act has
been amended, no provision was included dealing
with the subject.
"Since 1874 the like want of uniformity has
existed. In one case, in Jnly, 1879, where, immediately after ueing returned, a member
announced his intention of resigning his seat, the
Speaker conveyed his opinion thn.t a new writ
could not issue nntil the period for petitioning
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Electz'on Petitions.

was over (SO, P. D., p. 31). With this single exBasset was chosen and returned; but a petition
ception, no regani appears to have been paid to
having, before the waiver by Sir Richard Lloyd,
the period limited for presenting petitions.
been delivered by Mr. Thomas claiming to be
"I now desire to invite the attention of the
elected, the Committee of Elections found that
House to the statute law on the subject and the
Sir Richard Lloyd was not duly elected, and
. seated Mr. Thomas on the first election. ThereEnglish practice.
" The Constitution Act provides, in section 23,
upon the House resolved that the second writ
that 'it shall be lawful fora.ny member to resign
and the election of Mr. Basset at the second
bis seat in the Legislative Assembly by writing
election were yoid. In reference to this case
under his hand addressed to the Speaker; and
lIatsell goes on to remark-' This case shows the
from the time when the same shall have been
expediency of adhering strictly to what has been
lately the practice of the House, not to permit
received by the Speakcr the seat of such member
members elected at a general election for two
shall become vacant.' As this section does not
specify any time within which the Speaker is to .places to make their election, or writs to issue in
issue a writ to fill the vacancy, it follows tiJat,
the room of members dead, or accepting offices,
unless guided by some other Act or order, he
until the time is expired which the House has
limited for receiving petitions complaining of
would have to do so with reasonable expedition.
undue elections or returns. This practice had
"A few months after the Constitution Act
was proclaimed, our present Elections Combeen departed from in the two Parliaments
mittees Act (19 Vict. No. 12) was passed. Section
chosen in 1768 and 17i4, but was observed and
68 provides 'that all petitions complaining of an
strictly adhered to in the beginning of the Parliaments which met in 1780, 1784, and 1790,
undue election . . . shall lie addrcssed and
presented to the Speaker within thirty days
though many attempts, and some from very
after the ncxt mecting of the Assemllly, Ot·
powerful quarters, were made to break through
within forty days after the day of the return of
It, and the rule is now finally established by the
the writ,' &c. That is to say, as I interpret it,
uniform practice of proceeding.'
the right of any person to petition against an
"The principle of preserving the right to
petition is the same here as in England, and ill
election must be preserved to him for 30 or 40
days, as the case mRy be.
future I will consider it to be my duty not to
issue a new writ within the time hmited by law
"Then section 75 of the Electoral Act 1865
provides that, 'whenever after any genera.l
for presenting election petitions, unless directed
election of the Legislative Assemllly . . any
to do so by the House.
seat therein shall have become vacant, a writ for
"As, however, considerable inconvenience
the election of a memller to serve in the place
might arise from the long period atfresent fixed
so vacant shall be issued lIy the Speaker.' This
by statute for presenting petitions, will request
section throws on the Speaker the responsibility
the Clerk to call a meeting of the Standing
of issuing the writ, but it is reasonable to supOrders Committee to C!onsider the whole subject
pose that he must do so in accordance with the
of the issue of writs."
law, and in such a way as not to deprive any
person of any statutable right; and, U.erefore,
MAGISTRATES.
before issuing a writ to fill a vacancy, it is
necessary that the ::;peaker should wait until
Mr.
vVRIXON
asked the Attorneythe expiration of the time limited for presenting
General if he would inform the House what
election petitions.
"This, in my opinion, is plain in our statute
was the total number of persons appointed
law, but it becomes still plainer when interpreted
to be justices of the peace in Victoria during
by the light of English practice, to which I will
the last eighteen months? He would be
now direct the attention of the House.
" In England, when the House of Commons is
glad if the honorable gentleman could also
sitting, the power to issue writs is not vested
state the number appointed during the last
allsoilltely in the Speaker, but when a vacancy
two years.
is known, 'a writ is moved by any membel', and,
on being seconded by another, Mr. Speaker is
Mr. KERFERD said the total number
ordered by the House to issue his warrant for a
of
justices on the roll since the first issue of
new writ for the place represented by the member whose seat is thus vacated.'-(May's Pm·l.
the commission of the peace WaS 2,070.
P1'actice, pp. G44-5.) Where a vacallCY has ocHe was unable to state the number added
curred prior to or immediately after the first
during the last two years, but the number
meeting of a new Parliament, the practice now
(as laid down in May, p. 645) is that the writ will
appointed during the time the late Governllot be issued' until after the time limited for
ment were in office was 452, and the number
presenting election petitions.'
appointed during the last eighteen months
"Dnder the Imperial Elections Petitions Act
of 1868 (31 and 32 Vict. cap. 1;!5), petitions are
was 350. He would ascertain how many
now determined by the Court of Common Pleas,
appointments had been made within the last
and must be presented within 21 days after the
two years if the honorable member still dereturn has been made to the Clerk of the Crown
in Chancery; but, for some time previously to
sired to obtain the information.
the passing of the Act referred to, when the
petitions were dealt with bya committee similar
to our Elections and Qualifications Committee,
TIMOR TELEGRAPH OFFICE.
such petitions had to be received within 14 days
Mr.
BOvVMAN asked the Chief Secreafter the return of the writ.
.
" Formerly, however, it appears that eyen in
tary if he would make inquiries as to the
the House of Commons there wa.s some uncerneed of establishing a telegraph-office at
tainty in the pmctice of issuing new writs.
Ilatsell (in page 78 of vol. 2, in a note to chapter
Timor?
12, which deals with the issue of writs) quotes
Mr. BERRY stated that he would be
the case of an election at Cardiff, where Sir
glad, during the recess, to consider the claims
Wchard Lloyd, who was returned, waived his
seat, and a second writ was issued, at which Mr.
of Timor for a telegraph-office.
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EMPLOYES IN SHOPS
COMMISSION.
Mr. GARDINER said he had given
notice of his intention to ask the Premier
if he would carry out the suggestions contained in the progress report of the Employes in Shops Commission, and enlarge
the powers of the commission accordingly,
but it wag unnecessary to put the question,
as a deputation had that day waited upon
the Chief Secretary, who had promised that
the desired extension of the powers of the
commission would be made.
PUBLIC INSTRUCTION.
SCHOOL RESERYEs.

Mr. CONNOR asked the Minister of
Public Instruction if he would take steps to
promote the planting of State school reserves? A large number of these reserves
had already .been planted, but there were
still many which required planting. He
would suggest that the Government should
furnish trees for the purpose from the State
nurseries gratuitously, and also transmit
them to the nearest railway stations to the
different schools at which they were wanted.
Mr. SERVICE said he woulll be happy
to promote, as far as he could, the planting
of trees in the State school reselTes. For
some time past it had been the practice to
gratuitously supply the local boards of advice with trees for that purpose, but he was
not aware that the Government had assisted
in the labour of planting them. The planting had either been done by the local bodies,
by the children of the schools, or by local
Stl bscri ptions.
INCOME TAX.
Mr. BILLSON asked the Treasurer if,
during the next session, he would introduce
a Bill for the imposition of an income tax
on all incomes derived in this colony above
£300a year? The honorable member stated
that he was induced to put the question from
the fact that, during his late election tour, he
was frequently asked if he was in fayour of the
imposition of an income tax, and he be.lieved
that a large majority of the people would
approve of such a tax, which, of course,
would include a property tax.
Mr. SERVICE said he desired to inform
the honorable member that there was nothing in connexion with politics which was
kept so pcrfectly secret as the intentions of
the Treasurer with respect to the vVays and
Means for the llext financial year. Under
the circumstances, and following the usual
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constitutional practice, it was impossible
for him to give any answer to the honorable
member's question at the present moment.
THE MALLEE.
Mr. LANGDON asked the Minister of
Lands if he llUd any objection to inform
the House when the Government intended
to deal with the mallee question?
Mr. TUCKER stated that the Government intended to deal with the manee question during the next session of Parliament.
PARKS AND GARDENS.
Mr. BOSISTO asked the Minister of
Lands whether any further steps had. been
taken with reference to handing over the
metropolitan parks and gardens to the
Melbourne City Corporation?
Mr. TUCKER, in reply, read the following memorandum : "No furthet· steps have been taken than those
specified in the bond entered into by the Board
of Laud and Works and the City Conncil 011 the
12th May, 1873, which provides that the management of the metropolitan parks and gardens now
vested in the board and the City Council shall,
at the end of the current year, be placed under
the sole manag-ement of the latter. It is proposed to give effect to the bond in question, and
to hand over the parks and gardens concerned
in a sa.tisfa.ctory manner. In anticipation of the
City COllncil taking over the reserves, the Snrveyor-General is preparing plans showing the
conditiou of each reserve."

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
CHAMBER.
Mr. DEAKIN stated that arrangements
had been made for the illumination of the
Assembly chamber by the Australasian
Electric Light Company, at the beginning
of next session. Honorable members would
then be able to compare the effect with that
of the electric lights supplied by another
company in the chamber of the Legislatiye
Council.
RESERVES.
Mr. BOWMAN asked the Minister of
Lands if it wns his intention to allow all
the reserves of the colony to remain intact
until a new Land Bill was introduced?
Each of the last three Goyernments (said
the honorable member) had detel'miloled not
to interfere with any of the reserves until a
new Land Bill was discussed.
Mr. TUCKER read the following memorandum : "The Hon. Mr. Richardson, when Minister of
Lands. decided not to alienate any reserves
pending discussion on the question by the Legislatin! Assembly, and his successor, the Hon.
Mr. Madden, followed the same course. Much
inconvenience has been caused to the department and to the public by the restriction imposed. In many cases persons who have occupied
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building allotments for years, and have effected
valuable imnrovements thereon, are unable to
obtain titles' to the same. A new township at
Jemmy's Point, Lakes' Entrance, which has been
surveyed to meet nnmerons applicittions, and
which would bring high prices if disposed of,
cannot be sold, as it is included in land withl~eld
for light-house purposes, and no longer requued
for such purposes."

N otwithstaillling the inconveniences eansed
by the promises made by previous Ministers,
the Goyernment did not .feel justified in
disregarding those promises, and therefore
they wonld not diminish any of the reseryes
pentling the introduction ·of a llOW Land
Bill. In the meantime stc.ps would be taken
to have all the reserves classified in such a
way thnt it would be a very easy task for
honorable members to decide what should
be done with them.
GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFIOE.
Mr. GARDINER said a number of the
compositors in the Govel'llment Printingoffice had complained to him that they had
not been paid their wages for the last eight
weeks, and they wished him to ask the
Treasurer the cause of the llelay. He hoped
the honorable gentleman would gi\7e orders.
that the arrears should be paid at once.
Mr. SERVIOE stated that this was the
first time he had heard that any persons in
the Government service Lad not been paid
the wages due to them. He was sorry to
hear it now, and he would inquire into the
matter immediately.
NE'V GUINEA.
Mr. GRANT said he had observed a
notification in the Melbourne newspapers
that Sir Thomas McIlwraith, Premier of
Queenslaml, and formerly a prominent
citizen of Victoria, had taken possession of
New Guinea on behalf of the Queensland
Government. This was a proceeding for
which the honorable gentleman deserved
the thanks of the whole of the Australian
colonies; He (Mr. Grant) begged to ask
if the Victorian Government hall any official
information on the subject?
Mr. SERVIOE said he had no official
information whatever on the matter. In
common with others he had seen the
announcement in the newspapers, and he
rejoiced at· the intelligence, as he presumed
the people of Victoria ill general did.
ELEOTIONS COMMITTEE.
The SPEAKER laid on the table his
warrant appointing Mr. Grant a member of
the Elections and Qualifications Oommittee,
in the place of Mr. Service resigned.

Mw~icli)al

Endowment.

GRANT AND GRENVILLE
ELEOTIONS.
The SPEAKER announced that the
Clerk of the Assembly had been served with
a snbpcena to attend at the Meredith courthouse Oil the 7th May, to give evidence on
the part of the Queen as to a charge again~t
Erasmus Hansen and Michael Oonnell of
impersonation at the last election for Grant,
and to attend at the Smvthesdale courthouse on the 8th of May, 'to give evidence
in the case of Rudolph Halley, charged with
having voted twice at the last election for
Grenville, and to produce the ballot-papers
and other documents.
1\[1'. KERFER D moved"That leave be given to the Clerk or some
other officer of the Assem bly to n.ttend and produce the documents as required by the said
sUbpoonas."

Mr. GILLIES seconded the motion,
which was agreed to.
MUNICIPAL ENDOvVMENT.
Mr. SERVIOE stated that he had had
one or two private inquiries as to when the
money payable under the municipal subsidy
woulLl be available. He therefore desired
to mention that there were still three municipal bodies which had sent in no return
whatever, and until all the returns were received there would be no basis for distribution.
The consequence was that evcry
municipal body in the colony must be kept
out of its money until the returns were complete. He thought that some provision
should be made to compel the local bodies to
send in their returns within a given time,
so that the wl101c of them might not be inconvenienced for the laches of one or two.
DEFALOATIONS IN THE LANDS
DEPART¥ENT.
Mr. BOSISTO (in the absence of Mr.
DUFFY) moved"That the report on the irregularities in the
accounts of the late Accountant of the Lands
department, presented to this House on the 5th
December, 1882, be printeu."

Mr. J. HARRIS seconded the motion,
which was agreed to.
LAND SELEOTION.
Mr. TUOKER, pursuant to orders of the
House (dated Novcmb8r 2, 1882, and April
4, 1883), laid on the table returns relatmg
to selections under the land law.
FISHERIES LAW CONTINUANCE
BILL.
Mr. LANGRIDGE moved for leave to
introduce a Bill to re-enact and continue the
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Fisl1eries Act Amendment Act 1878. He
Mr. G RA VE S observed that the 3rd secsaid the measure was one of urgency, and tion of the Fisheries Act Amendment Act
therefore he intended to ask tho House to 1878 gale ample powers to the Goyernor in
pass it through all its stages forthwith.
Council to frame regulations for such purMr. SERVICE seconded the motion, poses as the one alluded to by the honorable
which was agreed to.
member for Geelong.
'l'he Bill was then brought in, read a first
Mr. McINTYRE remarked that clause
and second time, and committed.
3 was retrospective legislation, and asked for
. On clause 2, reviving and continuing the some explnnation with reference to it.
Fisheries Act Amendment Act 1878,
Mr. KERFERD said the Bill was to
Mr. A. T. CLARK moved that progress renew a law wbich had expired in eonse··
be reported. He said that his reason for quence of it not having been renewed last
doing so was to avail himself of the oppor- session, and, therefore, clause 3 provided
tunityof stating that, under the Melbourne that ·the meaSl1l'e should be deemed to bave
Harbour Trust Act Amendment Bill passed commenced from the day before the last day
the previous week, the Harbour Trust were of the last session of Parliament.
empowered to borrow £250,000 on debenThe Bill, having been gone through, was
tures, and that, according to their scheme of . reported without amendment, and was then
expenditure, nearly the whole of the money read a tbird time and passed.
had been apportioned to the city of Melbourne. At the present moment Hobson's RAIL'VAYS ADDITIONAL 'VORKS
BILL.
Bay was silting up rapidly, and, even ,vhere
Mr. GILLIES moved for leave to introthe largest ships were berthed, not the
smallest effort was made by the trust to duce a Bill "to authorize the construction
maintain a sufficient depth of water. 'Vith of additiona~ works on the Victorian State
the exception of £12,000, which was thrown railwa.ys, and for other purposes." He
as a sop to the Sandridge Borough Council explained that the Railway Construction
for opening their lagoon, the ,,,hole of the Bill, which was before Parliament last ses£250,000 was to be expended in improying sion, contained provisions authorizing the
the Yarra. He desired to urge upon the duplication of certain suburuan lines of railGovernment that during the recess a compe- way, and alsothe duplication of the Northtent board should be appointed to review Eastern Railway as far as Seymour. Some
the action of the trust in depositing silt in of these works were prosecuted in anticipathe Bay. It was a matter of notoriety that tion of that measure becoming Inw, but,
any day when there was a breeze of wind owing to the Bill lapsing when in possession
the silt could be observed rolling about, and of the other Chamber, by reason of the disyet the trust were about to expend enormous solution or Parliament, there was a want of
sums on the city without spending sixpence legal authority for much which had been done.
on the improvement of the Bay; on the.con- It was desirable that the Government should
trary, instead of accommodating the ship- not remain in this false position. The exping, they were increasing the present penditure of the money had been authorized,
obstacles by depositing silt in the Bay. If but the power to construct these particular
another Bill authorizing the trust to borrow works had not been given, and, in the absence
money was introduced, he hoped that, before of this power, the Government were unable
it was passed, a schedule would be laid before to enter upon the lands which it might be
the Assembly showing how it was proposed necessary to acquire in order to complete the
to expend the money.
works. The Bill was intended to remedy
The motion for reporting progress was these defects. Certain of the works which
withdrawn.
had yet to be executed were very nrgentOn clause 3, providing that the measure notably the duplication or the line from
should "be deemed to have commenced Richmond to South Yarra, in order to do
from the day before the last day of the last away with the dangerous junction at the
session of Parliament,"
latter place. That undertaking ought to be
Mr. CONNOR nsked if the Bill would proceeded with at once, and it would be if
give power to prevent the use of nets for Parliament gave its assent to this Bill.
catching fish in Corio Bay within a certain Therefore he hoped the House would not
distance from the wharfs?
object to pass the measure through all its
Mr. LANGRIDGE replied that the stages on this occasion.
power existed under the Act which the Bill
Mr. KERFERD seconded the motion,
which was agreed to.
would renew.

,
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The Bill was then brought in, read a first
and second time, and committed.
On clause 1,. giving the title of the

Bill,
Mr. McINTYRE inquired whether the
Government would have power under the
measure to construct any new railways?
(Mr. Gillies-" No.") Did the Bill only
authorize the carrying out of works which
the Assembly had already appro\'ed of ?
Mr. GILLIES said the Bill would do
nothing more. Although the money was
made available under the Acts No. 701 and
No. 729, authority for the construction of
the particular works had not yet been given
bya.ny Act of Parliament.
Mr. BENT observed that he felt bound
to support the Bill, because it was practically
the Hill of the late Government; but he
desired to take the present opportunity of
calling attention to something which had
happened recently. Before he left office tenders were called for the erection of houses for
two station-masters at Brighton, and everything would have been in train for the erection of those houses but for the necessity for
purchasing a strip of land worth perhaps
about £200. However, the advertisement
for tenders had b2en withdrawn, and, with
respect to the strip of land, the Brighton
Borough Councill'eceived, the previous night,
a letter from the Government stating that no
money was available for the purchase. He
could hardly think that all this had been
done with the knowledge and sanction of the
Minister of Railways.
Mr. GILLIES remarked that when he
took office, and found the state of the fllnds
n.t the disposal of the Railway department,
he gn.ve n. general order, which was not
applicable to Brighton or any other place in
particular, that no new works should be
undertaken until he knew the amount of
money at his command. He hoped to be
able, in a little time, to see llis way to complete the works determined upon some time
ago, a portion of which had already been
executed.
Discussion took place on clause 3, which
was as follows : "It shall be lawful for the board to make and
maintain until a permanent viaduct be hereafter
authorized and constructed, in the line and upon
the la~d~ described. i~ the 1st schedule !lCreto,
a~d wlthm an~ ~eYIatl(~)ll thereof ,as herem proVIded, an additIOnal lme of raJlway to that
authorized by the Melbourne Hail way Stations
Junction Act 1879, commencing in the Spencerstreet railway station ground and terminatinO'
ill the Flinders-strect rail way station groulH~
and all proper works and cOIH'eniences in COllnexion therewith. The lands to be used for
the additional line of railway by this section
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authorized shall not exceed three yards in width,
and the expenditure for the construction of the
same shall not exceed £5,000."

Mr. WALKER submitted that the construction of an additional line in Flindersstreet, as the clause proposed, in view of the
fact that a viaduct to connect the Spencerstreet and Flinders-street stations would
have to be erected hereafter, would be an
extravagant expenditure. He regarded the
present junction line as very dangerous. A
number of lives had been lost upon it. (Mr.
W oods-" Only one.") He considered that
a large portion of the line should be fenced
in. (Mr. Gillies-" Will you get the COllsent of the Oity Oouncil ?") That was not
necessary, because three-fourths of the land
which the line traversed was unoccupied.
The fencing would canse no public inconvenience. Of course, the crossings would
have to be provided for, but there were only
two between Market-street and Spencerstreet.
Mr. LAURENS asked the Minister or
Railways if he had any idea of the time
when he would be able to come to Parliament and ask for authority to construct the
viaduct between Spencer-street and Flindersstreet station?
Mr. GILLIES said he was, afraid it
would be some few years before the authority
could be asked for. In the meantime he
considered it advisable, in the interests of
the Railway department, that the additional
line contemplated by the clause should be
laid down.
l\fr. LAURENS observed that until the
viaduct was built there would be no through
passenger traffic, and the Gippsland line
would remain isolated from the rest of the
railway system. He hoped the Minister of
Railways would see his way to bring the
junction into effect in a shorter time than a
few years.
Mr. WOODS remarked that a permanent viaduct would have to be constructed
whether the work was delayed a longer or a
shorter time; but, until it was built, the
additional line which the clause provided
for was absolutely necessary. The traffic
could not now be carried on one line. He
disapproved of the idea of fencing the line.
At present what might be called absurd precautions were taken for the safety of the
public. Trains trlwelled along the line at
the rate of about half-a-mile an hour, and
two lUen walked in front of each train, rillg, iug bells by day and holding lights by night.
Such a thing was llot heard of in any other
. part of the worlel, although the travelling,
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in populous places, was at a much greater
rate of speed. It was a reflection upon the
citizens of Melbourne and the people of Victoria to insinuate that they were less able to
take care of themselves than people in other
countries. They must take care of themselves. If they would not get out of the
way of trains, they must submit to the consequences. One man had been killed there,
but that was because 41e lay across the rails
when drunk. He might mention that before
the present line was laid down the greatest
possible difficulty was experienced in obtaining the sanction of the Corporation of Melbourne to the proceeding; and as for fencing
the line, the thing could not be done without
great inconvenience to the public, because
carts and drays crossed the line, on their
way to and from the wharfs, at almost every
point. He was sorry that the Government
were not in a position to propose the erection
of the permanent viaduct, the cost of whi"ch
would not be more than £60,000, particularlyas the Lillydale line had been added to
the south suburban system. Of course other
lines would be added presently, and it should
be recollected that all the traffic from that
direction into the Flinders-street station l1ad
to come through that neck-of-a-bottle aperture-the archway under Prince's-bridge.
He was at Flinders-street station the other
"day, and saw goods trains mixed up with
passenger trains. How the business of that
station was conducted from day to day without some serious smash taking place, he was at
a loss to understand; and he did not know men
who were less to be envied than the employes
at that station. The station was too narrow
and too short; it was too small altogether;
it was not properly laid out; and yet the
traffic was increasing day by day. The plans
for the reconstruction of the station had been
ready for four years. The work would cost
a large sum of money, but, when it was done,
the place would be perfect. He knew the
scheme involved the diversion of the Yarra,
and the Yarra ought to be diverted. Then
again, in the construction of the new Prince'sbridge, the railway requirements should have
primary consideration, and those requirements would inTolve the making of six, if
not eight, lines under that bridge.
Mr. GARDINER suggested that, jf
there was danger to the public safety owing
to the great increase of traffic on the south
suburban railways, arrangements should be
made for bringing the Gippsland trains to"
Spencer-street by way of the northern
suburbs. This was the chief idea in connexion with the scheme for an "outer circle "

Work8 Bill.

239

line which was before Parliament some years
ago. The honorable member for Stawell
had talked of the great risk which arose
from the fact that there were only two lines
of railway under the appl'oach to Prince'sbridge; nevertheless, although that was
known as the weakest point in the whole
sout.h suburban system, not a single accident
had happened there. All the accidents
which had taken place had occurred at spots
where they were least expected.
Discussion took place on clause 4, which
was as follonfs : "Itshall be lawful for the board to alter, misc,
and widen the existing lines, and to construct
additional lines of rail way between lf1indersstreet station and the Bmemld Hill station on
the St. Kilda Railway, and also between the junction of the St. I\.ilda and Sandridge Hail ways and
Montague-street on the Sandridge Hailway, and
also between Flinders-street station and Oakleigh station on the Gippsland Hailway,and also
between Windsor station and Brighton Beach
station on the Brighton Railway, and also between Newmarket station and Seymour station
on the North-Eastern Railway, in the lines and
upon the lands described in the 2nd, Brd, and 4th
schedules hereto, and within any deviation
thereof as herein provided, and all propel' works
in connexion therewith. The lands to be taken
or used for the lines of railway by this section
authorized to be made shall not exceed 20 yards
in width, except for any station or where a
greater width shall be judged necessary for
waggons and other carriages to turn, remain,
stand in, lie, or pass each other, or for raising
embankments for crossing valleys or low
grounds, or in cutting through high ground, or
for the erection or establishment of any fixed or
permanent machinery, toll-house, warehouse,
wharf, or other erections and buildings, or for
excavating, removing, or depositing earth or
other materials, or as a precaution against the
spread of fire."

Mr. BOSISTO submitted that, if the
clause passed as it stood, the Government
would have authority to increase the number
of lines which crossed Swan-street on the
level. The clause provided for an ndditional
line between Flinders-street and Oakleigh,
but that could not be made without an
additional line over Swan-street.
Mr. GILLIES said it was not intended
to increase the number of lines on the level
at Swan-street.
Mr. LAURENS inquired from what fnnd
the money needed for the works authorized
by the clause would be taken?
Mr. GILLIES explained that £200,000
was set apart for the purpose un del' . Act
No. 72!J.
Mr. BOLTON remarked tl1at the clause
provided for the duplication of a portion
of the North-Eastern Railway, and asked
whether the funds at the disposal of the
Minister of Railways were sufficient to enable
him to complete the duplication between

240

Expenditw'e under Loans.

[ASSEMBL Y.]

Newmarket and Seymour? In view of the
increasing traffic, the work should be pushed
on as rapidly as possible.
Mr. GILLIES said the work would be
pushed on as rapidly as the funds at his
cOlllmand would allow.
Mr. BOSISTO called attention to the
provision that the lands to be taken for the
works authorized by the clause shoulLl " not
exceed 20 yards in width," and mentioned
that a greater width would be necessary if
the projected improvements at Swan-street
were to be carried out.
Mr. GILLIES stated that, for the purposes of the additional lines, a widtll of 20
yards would be quite enough; but the clause
provided for the taking of a greater width
for station purposes.
Mr. CONNOR asked the Minister of
Railways whether he intended to continue
the planting of wattles along the Geclong
and Colac Railway? Money for the purpose
had been voted by the House, and it ought
to be utilized.
Mr. GILLIES enid that, if there was any
money available for the purpose, he would be
happy to use it.
On the 1st schedule, describing the route
of the additional line to connect Flindersstreet station with Spencer-street,
Mr. WOODS asked the Minister of Railways whether he would IUlYe any objection
to obtain a report from the Engineer-inChief as to the advisability of throwing
across the Yarra, pending the erection of the
new Prince's-bridge, a temporary bridge
which would allow of thepassnge underneath
of six or eight lines of mil way?
Mr. GILLIES said he had no objection
to do so.
On the 4th schedule,· describing the
routes of the additional lines from Flinclersstreet station to Oaldeigh, and from 'YindSOl' to Brighton Beach,
Mr. BOSISTO called attention to the
provision that the additional line from
Flinders-street should be "24 feet from
the centre of the existing lines of railway,"
and contended that this provision would
not be sufficient for the purposes of the
Swan-street improvements.
Mr. GILLIES explained that the 24
feet ,vas in addition to the 20 yards provided for by clause 4.
Mr. BENT observed that the late Government made provision in their Railway Construction 13ill for taking 5 chains,
if necessary. He was satisfied that 20
yards would not be found to be enough,
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either at Swan-street 01' at South Yarra
Junction.
Mr. O. SMITH remarked that the designs
recommended by the boa.rd to whom the
question of the Swa.n-street improvement
was referred would not be carried out if tJle
Bill passed with provision ena.bling the
Government to take land only 20 yards
wide. He could not understand how the
schedule agreed with ~ause 4, because, while
the clause provided that 24 yards should
be taken, the schedule limited the quantity
to 24 feet, and to one side of the existing
lines. He hoped the House would insist,
no matter what the expense might be, on
the duplication of the lines between Mel.
bourne and South Yarm. He considered
it would be impossible to carryon the large
traffic which came into Melbourne from the
south without six lines - two for the
Dl'ighton traffic, two for Oakleigh, and two
for Han'thorn and LillycLtlc.
Mr. BOSISTO oxpressed the opinion
that the Government ought to han power
to take a greater quantity of land than the
Bill provided for.
Mr. GILLIES said he considered the
quantity ample, but, if experience showed
tha.t more was necessary, Parliament would
be a.ppealed to on the subject.
The Bill, having been gone through, was
reported without amendment., and was thcn
read a third time and passed.

,V

ATER SUPPLY.
The House having gone into committee,
Mr. DEAKIN moved that the committee
agree to an estimate of expenditure which
the Board of Land and VV orks proposed to
inclU" during the year ending the 30th tT une,
1883. It consisted of £28,000 proposed to
be advanced as loans to local bodies for
water supply purposes, under the 'Vater
Supply Loans Act 1883, and £28,000 for
expenditure on the construction of works in
connexion with the Geelong a.nd Coli ban
waterworks extension, as provided by Act
No. 735.
The resolution was agreed to, and was
reported to the House and adopted.
PUBLIC 'YORKS.
The House having ngain gone into committee,
Mr. DEAKIN movecl" That the following estima.te of the expenditure which the Board of I,and and Works propo::;es to incur during the year ending 30th .June,
]883, under the Loan Act of 1881, and the Acts
Nos. 701,735,737, and 747 for the ullderrnentiolled
purposes, be agreed to by this committee:-

1(ll1tcation
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Towards the erection of the Houses' of
Parliamcnt and of the Law Courts
(including £25,000 in the Temporary
Advances I..oan Act No. 737) ..•
...£100,000
(Details.-Towards contracts in progress for superstructure and fittmgs
to Law Courts, including supervision,
&c., £42,000; further works necessary
to complete the Law Courts for occupation, £10,000; towards contract
taken for west front of Parliament
Houses, includin~ supervision, &c.,
£48,000; total, £100,000.)
Towards construction of works in connexion with the Yan Yean water
supply (including £130,000 in Temporary Ad vallces Loan Acts Nos. 701
and 747) . . . . . .
. . . . . . 160,000
(For extension of works, including
purchase of land, pipes, and other
matel'ial, la.bour, construction of service-rescrvoirs, Rurveys, fencing. and
general improvements to the Yan Yean
water supply.)
Towards construction of works necessary for the opening of the entrance
to the Gippslaud Lakes, preparatory
expenses...
...
...
...
...
800
Towards construction of Warrnambool
harbour improvement works, prepara.300
. tory expenses

17.J

The Public Finances.

241

tIle honorable member's proposition. He
thought that if the honorable member would
withdraw his proposition, at all events until
next session, and leave the matter in the
meantime in the hands of the Government,
he would be quite safe in doing so, because
the honorable member knew that, while the
circumstances lmder which the commission at
present existed would be fairly considered,
the principle contained in the proposition
would be in the hands of gentlemen who
held very much the same feelings as the
honorable member himself.
Mr. R.ICHARDSON said 'he felt confident that the question was perfectly safe in
the hands of the Premier, and, in view of tIle
honorable gentleman's sta.tement, he would
be most happy to withdraw his proposition
or postpone it until next session. He felt
that he, himself, would be laboring under a
disadvill1tage in submitting the proposition
at this late period of the session-a disadvantage which would also be shared by tIlOse
The resolution was agreed to, and was . honorable members who held similar views
on the question.
.
reported to the House and adopted.
The House then went into Committee of
vVays nnd Means.
EDUCATION COMMISSION.
On the order of the day for the House to
THE PUBLIC FINANCES.
resolve itself into Committee of vVays and
Mr. SERVICE movedMeans,
"That, towards making good the Supply
Mr. RICHARDSON observed that he granted
to Her Majesty for the service of the year
had a contingent notice of motion 011 the ending the 30th June, 1883, the sum of £1,094,892
paper which he would have proposed before be granted out of the consolidated revenue of
this but that he had been anxious not to Victoria."
Mr. MIRAMS;-Sir, having been preinterfere with the passage of the Estimates.
vented by One of those accidents which often
The motion was as follows : occur in debate from saying what I desired
" That, ill the opinion of this House, our eduto say upon the financial position of the
cational system should not be trammeled hy
denominational action; and tha.t, therefore, the
colony, more especially in relation to the
part of the text appointing a Hoyal Commisaspect of it presented to the country by the
sion Oil Education referring to the alleged
grievance of a portion of tile population should
Treasurer, I wish to take the first opporbe cancelled."
tunity I have of addressing myself to the
As the present was the last opportunity he question. It will be within the memory of
would have of bringing forward the propo- honorable members that the Treasurer took
sition this session he intended to avail him- occasion, in the speech he delivere~ at Castleself of it, and he wonld briefly explain what maine, soon after he assumed office, to make
nction he wished the House to take.
a statement in relation to the position of
Mr. SERVICE expressed the hope that our finances-more especially in connexioll
the honorable member for Creswick (Mr. with the proceedings of the late Treasurer
R.ichardson) would not press his proposition and Minister of Railways in the expenditure
at the pt'esent time, because a progress report of public money-which very much asIlnd that day been presented to the Governor tonished the community . Now I am glad
by the commission, although as yet he (Mr. to find that it has been reserved for the conService) was not cognizant of the nature of servative section of the present Cabinet to
the report, no copy having been sent to him. find fault with the financial arrangements
The honorable member was perfectly aware and proceedings of the last Government.
of the feeling of the Government with re- The conservative section of the community,
spect to this question, but there were several as represented in the HOllse, were more than
considerations which mw~t come into play any other responsible for the actions and
~efore arriving at the conclusio.n i!ldicated bi proceedings or the late Ministry, and it has
SEs.1883.-8

.

242

Ways and Means.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The P'ltblic Finances.

been reserved for the representatives of that do it for themselves-but I am here as an
section in the present Cabinet to be the independent member to say what I believe
ones to find fault with those proceedings, to be true on this very important question.
and to make the statements and charges I have heard honorable members in this
in relation to the action of the late Go- House repeatedly say that it is a very difficult
vernment which we have listened to in thing to understand the finances of this
this House and the country. I am very colony, and to understand the statements
glad that the liberal section of the Cabi- which are put before this House and the
net. have not fallen into that error-that country by various Treasurers from time to
up to the present, at all events, they have time. That difficulty is very much increased
not supported their conservative colleagues -in fact it is more than doubled-from the
in their attacks on the late Ministry. I circumstance that each Treasurer seems deonly regret that they have not carried their sirous not so much of stating the exact case
forbearance a step further, and that the as it ought to be stated as of securing a
Chief Secretary, especially, did not feel victory over his predecessor. That being
himself called upon to make the reply to so, I will ask honorable members just to
l1is colleagues in the Government on this recall to their minds what was the stateoccasion which, I doubt not, he would have ment made first of all by the Minister of
made if the fortune of political warfare had Railways at Essendon-a statement which
set him on the benches opposite to the we are told in the newspapers was received
Treasurer instead of placing him alongside with very great surprise? After referring
of him. I am sure that the honorable gentle- to the expenditure under various Loan Acts
lllan would ha\-e found a great deal to say and Temporary Advances Acts, the honorin reply to the statements of the Treasurer able gentleman saidand the Minister of Railways under the
"The balance that is left for the construction
former circumstances. I noticed, and I dare of new rail ways, under those circumstances, is
£713,700. Then £161,400 will be required to
say other honorable members did so too, that only
complete railway lines authorized by Parliathe statements made by those honorable ment under Act No. 682, which, deducted from
£713,700, only leaves £549,300 for the congentlemen in the country, on the platform, the
struction of the 800 miles of railway which Mr.
varied very materially from the statements Bent proposed in his Bill. (Expressions of
•
they have made in the House, and that in surprise.)"
fact, so far as I could gather, there has No wonder there were "expressions of surbeen no real attempt made on the floor of prise" at that statement of the case, but
the House ~o support the st~teme.nts .which those expressions would not have been heard
were made ll1 the country ana to JustIfy the if the honorable gentleman had told his
very serious charges which were brought aQdience a few other facts which he kept
against the late Government, especially by very conveniently to himself. What ar~
the Treasurer himself. Now it appears to those facts? I will just ask honorable
me that if there is one man more than members' attention to a brief statement of
another who has charge of the credit of the the case as I understand it. There was
country, and ,,,ho is therefore bound by the set apart in the £4,000,000 Loan Act the
position he occupies to be exceedingly care- sum of £2,732,055 for railway purposes.
ful of what he says in relation to the posi- Then it will be recollected that, while the
tion of the country-more especially in a Railway Bill was passing through the
direction which is likely to damage its credit House last session, various matters of ur-it is the Treasurer of the colony. I think gent necessity cropped up in the Railway
every honorable member will agree with me department requiring the expenditure of
when I say that there is no member of this considerable sums of money. These were
House, there is no member of the Govern- matters which not only the department, but
ment, there is no member of the community, this House, thought necessary for the safety
who has more responsibility thrown upon and well-being of the public, because this
him in relation to maintaining our credit as House agreed that they should be carried
a commercial community than the Treasurer out when the then Minister of Railways
of the day, and that, consequently, there is came down to the House and asked for the
necessary authority. I think I can claim
110 one who ought to be more careful' of
what he says in the direction of damaging to be the first member of the HOUi:;e who
our credit. I am not here to hold a brief pointed out to the late Government that if
for the late Government. I am not called they asked for authority to take a portion of
upon to defend their actions-there are re- the £2,732,000 set apart in the Loan Act
presentatives of that Ministry here who can ·for railway purposes, in order to do any
Mr. Mirams.
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work that was not provided for in the Railway Bill, they would be using funds which
were supposed to be set apart for one purpose for another purpose. I pointed this
out when the late Government introduced
the measure which became Act No. 701.
This was an Act to temporarily apply out
of any funds available that might be in
the hands of the Government the sum of
£654,400, which was to be repaid out of
the £4,000,000 loan when it should bc
floated. The first item on the schedule to
that measure was £278,000 for" additional
works in connexion with existing railways,"
and I pointed out that the Loan Act did
not contemplate any additional works on
existing lines-that it was for works in connexioll with new lines, and that, therefore,
if the Government were going to take
£278,000 out of the loan for additional
works on existing lines, they would have to
provide means for paying the amount back
again. The Government saw the point at
once, and what did they do? They proposed a few days afterwards a new clause in
their Railway Constl'Uction Bill, providing
for the taking of £100,000 a year out of the
land fund for three years, and paying it into
the Railway Construction Account, thus repaying the £278,000 which the Temporary
Advances Bill proposed to take out of the
£4,000,000 loan. Then shortly afterwards
the Government came down with a proposal
to construct other'works, for which another
Temporary Advances Act-Act No. 729was passed, providing for the expenditure of
~500,OOO on railway works. £200,000 of this
amount was to do work already provided for in
the Railway Bill, and would not therefore require to be recouped to the £4,000,000 loan
because it was only doing work in the Railway Bill by anticipation with the railway
money. But £300,000 of the amount was not
so provided for, and what did the Government
do in consequence? They altered the clause
setting apart £100,000 a year for three
years from the land fund, so as to make
the amount £200,000 a year for three years,
thus paying back to the £4,000,000 loan
the money taken from it to do those additional works which were not contemplated
when the luan was authorized. vVhat were
some of these works? A very prominent
one has been referred to too-night-the duplication of the line from Essendon to Seymour. vVill anyone say that that work is
not absolutely necessary for the safety of the
travelling community, or that there is a
piece of railway work with which less fault
could be found? The North-Eastern line
s 2
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is the best paying line in the colony, and,
if we go only on the ground that the line
which pays best is entitled to claim the
largest share of public expenditure, the
N orth-Eas tern line has a fair claim for this
expenditure. But, apart from that, every
one knows that since the opening of the
North-Eastern line a large number of
branches have been constructed into the
wheat-growing districts, and that there is
an enormous traffic for passengers, wheat,
and goods generally, on the North-Eastern
line beyond what there was when it was
first opened. Moreover, the line has been
connected with Sydney, so that it has ,to
carry the New South vVales traffic in addition to our own. Under these circumstances, it was genf\rally admitted that it
was a legitimate thing to spend money in
order to duplicate the line from Essendon
to Seymour, and as there was no money in
the Loan Act, or provision in the Railway
Bill, to make the duplication, the Government were bound to get the necessary authority in a Temporary Advances Act, and
in order tu repay the money taken from the
£'4,000,000 loan they proposed to set apart
£200,000 instead of £100,000 a year for
three years out of the land fund-to be paid
into the railway loan account. Therefore I
say that any statement made to the public
by any member of this House-especially
by the gentleman who has now the control
of the Rail way department, and whose word,
of course, would have great weight with the
public as to the amount of money available
for the construction of railways-which did
not include these facts was incomplete and
misle~ding.
It was absolutely misleading,
I am sure, to many members of this House,
and what must it have been to the general
public outside, who have not the time or
opportunity to give even the amount of attention to such matters that we can de\Tote ?
The statement of t.he Minister of Railways was misleading and incomplete to
the extent that he did not tell his audience that, in addition to the £713,000
which he himself admitted to be available, there was another £600,000 available from the land fund, according to the
provision in the Railway Bill, which was
well known to the House when it agreed to
the works being constructed which were
contained in these Temporary Advances
Acts. Is it likely that the House would
have agreed to divert £~OO,OOO from the
purposes for which it was set apart unless
provision had been made to replace it when
the time came for its being required? Then
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I would ask honorable members-If these
works were necessary, as everyone admits
they were~ where would have been the business capacity of the House if it had allowed
the £4,000,000 loan, or a large part of it,
to lie idle in Melbourne waiting to be used
for the particular lines for which it was set
apart, and had proceeded in the meantime
to borrow further money to have these necessary works carried out, in view of the fact
that the loan money could be used for the
purpose, and the amount taken replaced from
the land fund before it was required for the
purpose to which it ~vas devoted? Everyone
knows that, while the Railway Bill was passing through this Chamber, we were told over
and over again that it would be impossible
to complete all the lines in that Bill for
sevel'al years. Some honorable members
went as far as to name six: years, hut I
think that a very moderate estimate of the
time necessary to complete all those lines, if
we are to judge by the time taken to make
the lines in the Patterson Railway Act,
would have been four years. So that, if
the last line in the Bill had been completed
within the four years, the money to construct
it would also have been available out of the
land fund, according to the proposition of
the late Government to take £200,000 a
year out of that fund. But perhaps it will
be said-vVhat right had the late Ministry
to forestall this £200,000 a year, and spend
it in a Inmp sum before they got it? vVhy
not wait for it year by year, and spend it as
it came in? vVell, in taking the course
they proposed, the late Government were·
only following the example ot a gentleman
who holds a very high position ill this
country ns a financier and politician. Sir
James (then Mr.) McCulloch forestnlled
the £200,000 a year from the land fund
for uine 01' ten years in advance, and very
properly so.
Mr. BERRY.-In his case the Act was
passed first.
Mr. MIRAMS.-Acts were passed by
the late Ministry providing for the expenditure of the money, and the fact that the
Hail way Bill, ';vhich provided for recouping
the money to the £4,000,000 loan, is not
passed is simply one of those political accidents which we cannot always make provision
for.
The CHAIRMAN.-I desire to ask the
honorable member how he proposes to make
his speech applicable to· the question now
before the chair?
Mr. MIRAMS.-I do not know that I
am caUetl upon to make it applicable. As
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far as my knowledge of parliamentary pro.
ceedings goes, it is immaterial whether a
financial debate is taken in Committee of
vVays and Means or Committee of Supply.
For many years in this House it was taken
in Committee of Vif ays and Means.
The CHAIRMAN.-The point is not
whether it is competent to have a financial
debate in Committee of vVays and Means,
but whether it is competent for us in Committee of vVays and Means to review the
action of the Committee of Supply.
Mr. MIRAMS.-I do not intend to
refer to the Committee of Supply at all,
but simply to deal with the financial posi.
tion of the colony, as I understand it. I
desire to put my view of the situation before
the Assembly and the country, and I think
. there is no more suitable time to do so than
in the committee which has to provide the
Vvays and Means to meet the financial requirem~nts. I may wind up by declaring
that the provision is too large, and moving
its reduction, or by declaring that it is too
little, and proposing its increase, and, in
order to bear out either one or other of
those pl'Opositions, I think I am at liberty
to explain the situation. I maintain that,
from what I have shown, the £600,000
from the land fund must necessarily be
taken into account by anyone who wants
to deal fully and fairly with this question.
Of course, if anybody desires to make a
one-sided statement for the sake of securing
a political victory, or for the sake of blackballing a political opponent, I can easily
understand that a part of the situation may
be left untold, and to the imagination of the
country. But I say, without fear of contradiction, that if the whole truth is to be told of
the financial proceedings of the last Parlia.
ment--I will not say of the last Government, because, except in so far as the late
Government did anything to which that
Parliament did not· agree, the members of
the last Parliament are chargeable with the
financial position-the £600,000 which was
provided from the land fund to recoup the
£4,000,000 loan for moneys taken out of it
to do works whieh were not contemplated
when it was originally authorized must be.
taken into account. Adding that £600,000
to the £2,732,000 provided in the loan
gives a total of £3,332,055 available for
railway purposes. Now how much of that
amount did the last Assembly regard as
available for railway construction when it adjourned for the Christmas holidays? How
did the financial account stand as between
this amount of money on the one hand, and

Ways and Me.ans.

[APR'IL

the claims upon it up to that time on the
other hand? The claims upon it, as far as
I can discover them, are as follows :-There
was the Act No. 657 which was passed for
the expenditure of £144,883, originally to be
expended out of the Patterson loan. This
is the amount of money which the honorable
member for Brighton charged the present
Minister of Railways with 11aving expended,
because, while he was in office for a short
time in the Service Government, he passed
the Act. The Minister of Railways retorted
that, although he passed the Act, he was
not in office long enough to spend any of
the money, and that the most of it was spent
by his successor, the honorable member for
Castlemaine (Mr. Patterson), and even a
portion by the honorable member for Brighton
himself. At any rate this £144,883 was
the first charge upon the money provided
for railway construction in the £4,000,000
loan, and had to be repaid to the Patterson
loan account before a penny of the money
could be spent. The next charge was a sum
of £33,375 under Act No. 682 ; the next,
a sum of £35,891 under Act No. G85 ; the
next, a sum of £278,000 under Act No.
701-the amount I have already raferred to
as having first drawn my attention to the
fact that the Government were proposing to
expend money which was not provided for
in the £4,000,000 loan-and the next was
a sum or £300,000 under Act No. 72!J, a
portion of the amount being for rolling-stock,
and a portion for the duplication of theEssendon and Seymour line, and the construction
of a number of other works in connexion
with the existing railways. Then there was a
small vote of £6,105-division 82-passed
on the Estimates for 1881 for carrying out
a piece of railway work which was to be recouped out of the loan when it was floated.
These charges upon the loan amount altogether to £798,254. If this sum be deducted
from the total amount available for construction of works included in the Railway Billnamely,£3,332,055-wefind that the balance
-£2,533,80 I-was the whole amount which
the late Parliament, when it adjourned at
Christmas, looked upon as being set apart
for the construction of the 800 miles of railway included in the Railway Bill. If that
£2,533~000 has been reduced to £713,000,
where has the money gone? The Minister
of Rn.ilways, when he spoke at Essendon,
led his audience to 'believe that it had been
spent for purposes outside the Railway Bill,
to believe that every pound of the difference
between the £713,000-which, he said,
was still available-and the £2,533,000 had
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been misapplied by the late Minister of Railways and the late Treasurer to different purposes altogether, and that, therefore, the
country could not get these 800 miles of
railway. If he had told them that the
whole of the money that had been so spent
had been spent on the 800 miles of railway
themselves, where would the" expressions
of surprise" have been then? I assert that
every pouna which the late Government
spent out of that money has been spent
on the very lines which the Railway Bill
covered-:-expended, some of it, for the
purpose of rails to lay on the lines, and. some
of it for rolling-stock to equip them when
theywere made. How does the matter stand
in that aspect of the question? Rails have
been ordered to the amount of £456,000,
anc1rolling-stocktothe amount of £674,000,
making a total of £1,130,000, which by
anticipation the late Minister of Railways
appropriated out of the £2,533,000. I
here come to the question of what has been
called the unconstitutional action of the
late Government in entering into these contracts without the authority of Parliament.
Now I do not think the Minister of Railways can press that charge against the late
GOlernment, because his colleague, the Treasurer, has llimself admitted, on the floor of
the House, that even for this expenditure
the late Govel'llment had the tacit consent
of Parliament, because this House had
agreed to it. In fact, it was this House
which forced the late Government to take
the action they did. Every honorable member who was in the last Parliament can bear
me out when I say that there never was an
occasion when the question of rolling-stock
came up in the Assembly but the late
Minister of Railways was pressed. to give
large orders for rolling-stock. Although I
myself hardly said a word during the foul'
months of railway debates last session, I
used to hear honorable members on both
sides repeatedly tell the Minister of Railways that unless he gave our local firms
a large order, extending over a series of
years, they would. not take the trouble or go
to the expense of providing the plant necessary for the construction of the rolling-stock
required for the new railways. It would not,
it was said, be worth any firm's while to expend the amount of money required for the
plant necessary to the construction of rollingstock for our lines if they were to be only
given a small contract without any assumnce
that they would get a further one; and it
was urged tha.t, if we were to obyiate the
necessity for again sending to England for
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rolling-stock, our local manufacturers should while that of the remammg sum has not
be given such orders as would encourage been authorized by any specific Act of the
them to provide plant, and go into the un- Legislature, although, as the Treasurer addertaldng with the spirit necessary to con- mitted the other evening, there was a tacit
duct it successfully. That was the style of understanding between the late Government
argument used in the House over and over and the late Assembly that the former
again, and, when the last Parliament passed - were to enter into all the contracts necesthe sum of £225,000 for rolling-stock in sary for the equipment of the 800 miles of
the Temporary Advances Bills, every honor- railway. Deducting that £1,130,000 from
able member knew that it was only an the £2,533,801, we have a balance left
advance. There is not a member in this of £1,403,801. Now how far will that
House WllO sat in the last Parliament but £1,403,801 goinconstructingtheearthworks
will, I think, say that he knew. very well for the 800 miles of railway to be madethat the Minister of Railways was giving for I understand that is very nearly all the
orders for rolling-stock far in excess or money will have to do? It will have, I prethe £225,000 temporarily provided for the snme, to pay for the purchase of any land
that may be required for the different railpurpose.
An HONORABLE MElIIBER.-Where did ways as well as for the construction of the
earthworks, but the rails for the lines are
he get support from?
Mr. MIRAMS.-From all sides or the already provided, or nearly so, out of the
House. I venture to say that there were £1,130,000, while the provision from the
no more earnest supporters of that kind of same source for the rolling-stock needed for
thing than the protectionist members of the them is ample, if not more than ample. I
last Parliament, in the interests of the have not heard anyone contenfl that the
colonial workmen and to prevent the neces- rolling-stock ordered will be in any way insity for sending further orders to England. sufficient. The rails contracted for will furnish
-Therefore, I think the fact that we knew about 600 miles of line-so I am told by the
what was being done, and the admission of officers of the Railway department-and
the present Treasurer himself that the about £150,000 will have to be spent on
action of the late Government had the tacit rails for the remaining 200 miles. Tltat
assent of Parliament, fully dispose-at any leaves £1,253,801 for the construction of
rate as far as I need trouble myself about earthworks, and if it is not adequate the
the matter-of the charge that the late fact will reflect not upon the Government
Government acted unconstitutionally in for not having enough money for the works,
entering into those contracts. But, even if but on the House which passed the Railway
the action of the late Government was un- Bill. The formation of 800 miles of railway
constitutional, it appears to me that the at £1,500 per mile will come to £1,200,000,
right time to attack them upon it was when which will leave a balance of £53,801 to go
we were debating the motion of want of towards paying the expense of floating the
confidence in them. That was the time to loan which will be chargeable to the railcharge them with unconstitutional conduct way portion of it. It is not for me to say
-to take them to task for having prorogued whether £1,500 per mile will be sufficient
and dissolved the Assembly at a time when for the construction of the earthworks. I
they knew that their action in so doing am not in a position to speak-I am not in
would cause the Railway Bill, which was the place where I am called upon to speaknecessary to complete the authority of Par- a word on the point. I am here to tell honliament for the expenditure which had been orable members and the country that there
incurred in anticipation of the passing of is £1,200,000 still available for the conthat Bill, to fall to the ground. The late stl'llction of the earthworks, and that, if the
Government should have been attacked on money will not complete them, it will go a
that question when the House was asked to very long way indeed towards doing so. I do
vote against them on a motion of want of confi- notthinkt.hat, ifthe Minister of Railways had
dence,and what better ground could any Op- put that view of the case before the electors
position desire for displacing a Government of West Bourke, the expressions of surprise
than the ground of unconstitutional cond uct ? noticed by theA1'g'lt8 would have been quite 80
I come back now to the point that the manifest, or attracted quite so much attention.
contracts entered into by the late Govern- The expenditure for rolling-stock and rails
ment for rails and rolling-stock amount to combined will be equal to £1,400 per mile,
£1,130,000, the expenditure of £225,000 which, with £1,500 per mile for earthworks,
of which has been authorized by Parliament, makes a total of £2,900 per mile. Well,
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what was the estimated cost per mile sub- lay before us a full statement of the finances
mitted to the late Assembly in the Railway' of the colony, what was the first thing he
Bill? If we divide the expenditure pro- told us? That it took him a fortnight
posed under that measure with the total of the hardest work he ever did in his
number of miles it sanctioned, we arrive at life, although he was assisted by several
a sum slightly under £2,900. The provi- heads of departments, including the Acsion it made, including every thing-rolling- countant of the Railway department and
stock, rails, and earthworks-was for 20! the Under-Treasurer, to examine the papers
miles at £7,200 per mile, 33! miles at and vouchers connected with the existing
£5,000 per mile, 6t)1~ miles at £2,963.per financial state of the country, and to unravel
mile, 114t miles at £2,200 per mile, and 58 matters so as to see and understand how
miles at £1,500 per mile. Yet because the they stood. Yet before he went to that
late Government anticipated that expendi- trouble-when he had been only three days
ture to the extent of providing rolling-stock in office, and could have had only just time
and rails, with the exception of the 200 to cast a mere glance at affairs around him
miles of rails I have mentioned, the present -he addressed the electors of Castlemaine,
Minister of Railways has endeavoured to and jeopardized the financial credit of the
show that the money so spent has been country by making statements to them
wasted on objects outside the new railways, which he has never attempted to support or
and that for the construction of the 800 to justify in the fMe of Parliament. I ask
miles only £731,000 is available. I say him now if there is a single work on which he
that nothing could be more misleading to can pnt his finger as one upon which the
the people of the country than a statement of late Government threw money away withthat kind, except, perhaps, the Treasurer's out the sanction of Parliament, or any hope
statements at Castlemaine, to which I will of a return for the expenditure? I am not
now come. Some honorable members, in- in a position to say whether such a work
cluding those on the Treasury bencl1, may can or cannot be pointed out, but I assert
regard what I refer to as a laughing matter, that,if it can, the honorable gentleman ought
but I imagine that the public generally do to indicate it to us, and let us know the
not think it at aU a laughing matter, espe- particulars of the case. I do not like to
cially when we must shortly borrow more characterize as it deserves the conduct of
money, to have the Treasurer dragging down an honorable member who first goes before
the credit of the colony in the face of the the country to bring charges of the kind I
world by assertions which he has not at- . am referring to, and then, when he has
tempted to justify on the floor of the House. come down here, in this chamber, makes
If he had brought forward anything in Par- not the least effort to substantiate them.
liament to bear out what he said at Castle- The most he said when he got back to the
maine we might judge what it was worth, House was that rails and rolling-stock had
but up to the present time he has done no- been ordered v;th the tacit authority of Parthing of the kind. For example, he told liament only; he never ventured to assert that
a single pound had been spent upon them
the Castlemaine electors the following : without that authority. He has told us over
"I have not had time yet to go very fully into
and over again that only £225,000 was
the condition of affairs as they stand, but, from
what I have seen, I can say without any hesita- voted by both Houses last session for rails
tion that the financing which has been going on
and rolling-stock, yet he has never dared to
for the last 18 months has been very deplorable."
say that the late Government spent more
"Hear, hear," said the audience, when they
than that sum upon the railway material in
heard this; yet I don't see what they had
question. He informed us that the conto cheer. They seemed delighted in some
tracts they entered into will, as the work
way or other, but what good ground had
goes on, entail the expenditure of money
they for their delight ? Was it because the
beyond that amount, but, if my memory
financing had been deplorable?
sel'\Tes me aright, we have already this
"The amount of money that has been squan- session passed two or three small Bills to
dered, absolutely thrown away, throughout the
sanction payments on those contracts which
colony, without any returns being got for it,
and expended too without the authority of Par- the £225,000 would not cover. So that up
liament, has been something dreadful."
to this moment not one penny has been
The audience cheered again at this point. spent on rails or rolling-stock without the
They were charmed to find a "dreadful" authority of Parliament. U nderthesecircumsubject for their contemplation. But when stances, I assert that the honorable gentlethe Treasurer came down to this House to man ought to feel compelled by the position
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he occupies, and by his sense of what is due railway loan, on which the late Governto himself and to the country, to either ment were also authorized to operate? "
admit that his statements at Castlemaine He replied that the amount was. between
were exaggerated and withdraw them, or £300,000 and £400,000, but there were
else produce unmistakable proof of their claims against it, the warrants for the
correctness. The next thing he told the pa.yment of which were almost completed,
people of Castlemaine was the following : - which reduced the balance to £165,000.
"The late Government borrowed right, bor- It would appear then that when the late
rowed left, borrowed up, borrowed down, and Government left office there was to the
borrowed in fact in every direction, . . . . credit of the two funds which they were
Wherever it was possible to get a Dlan to lend,
or a friend with a sovereign, money was bor- authorized to operate upon, and. the whole
rowed. . . . . Well, they went on borrowing, of which they might have spent had they
borrowing, and borrowing, until they have ex- chosen to do so, no less than £389,000.
hausted the cash balance, and until they have
I next asked the U nder- Treasurer-" Is the
exhausted the loan Dloney."
cash balance ever on the debit side of the
I thought that a very sweeping charge to ledger? " and he informed. me that that had
make, so I went to the late Treasurer and not been the case in recent years, although,
asked him how it was borne out by the facts. in former years, the account was sometimes
. I said to him-" The last Parliament passed overdrawn. I inquired what security the
several Bills, authorizing you to spend somc- Government gave to the banks for au overthing like £1,500,000, and to take the draft, and was told-" The last time the cash
money out of two funds, namely, the Trea- ' balance was overdrawn, Sir James McCulsurer's cash balance, and any balance that loch was Treasurer, and he lodged with the
might be to the credit of what is popularly banks debentures to the value of £457,000."
known as:the Patterson railway loan; now, " Have you got those securities still? " was
I would like to know, inasmuch as you are: my rejoinder, and Mr. Symonds' answer was
accused of having exhausted the cash: - " Yes; in that safe there." "Then they
balance, how much there was to its credit are available now if the Treasurer is pushed ?"
when you left office?" He replied that the • was my next query, to which he responded
amount so left was £224,000.
" Certainly they are." I then began to inMr. SERVICE. - But there was: quire about the measure passed last session
£500,000 owing to be paid.
to enable the Treasurer to sell £167,000
Mr. l\lIRAMS.-I quite expected that worth of Victorian debentures in the Vicreply from the Treasurer. The next thing' torian market, so that those who wished, or
I did was to antil myself of the permission are required by law to invest in Government
'given by the honorable gentleman when he securities, might have aSllpply of the article,
said tl1at, if any honorable member desired the money to be raised being intended for
fuller information on any matter connected various purposes, including the paying off
with finance, he might inq uire of the officers . of Hobson's Bay and Bendigo waterworks
of the Government on the subject. I went debentures, and I asked-" Has the money
to the Under-Treasurer, and put a few ques- for which that loan is to be floated been
tions to l1im. In the first place I said- , paid out of revenue in anticipation, in order
" How much was there to the credit of the to liquidate those debentures?" " Yes,"
Treasurer's cash balance on the day Sir: the U nder- Treasurer said, "the best part
Bryan O'Loghlen left office?" He an- of the money lIas been so paid;" and
swered-" I cannot give you the amount on I subsequently gathered from him that
that particular day, because I have sent the only £3G,000 remained to the goodpaper on which it is written to Sir Bryan, that is, to be repaid out of the £167,000.
bnt I can give you what the amount was on I then put this question-" If you float
the day before and. the day after respectively, , that loan will you not have to pay £128,000
and if you take the average of the two Sllms : or the proceeds back into the cash account? "
'VeIl, the. and his answer was again in the affirmative.
you will not be far wrong."
average of the two amonnts was £270,000, .So there we have another asset to the
or considerably more than the SUlll men- extent of £128,000. The other night the
tioned by the late Treasurer. However, for Treasurer refused to take credit for this
the purposes of my argument, I intend to £128,000; on what ground? That the
take the figures of the latter gentleman, pl;esent state of the Victorian money market
which were supplied to him by the Uneler- is not favorable to the loan being floateel.
Treasurer. My next question was-'( How, vVell, I put that view to the U nder-Treaumch is there to the credit of the Patterson: surer thus :-" I suppose thnt when we have
I
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the balance of tlle £4,000,000 loan and the
proceeds of the £2,000,000 loan still to be
floated, the money market of Victoria will
be so much easier that there will be no
difficulty in floating the £167,000 loan on
the terms proposed?" and his reply was
that there need be no difficulty in the matter
at all, because there were a number of applications for this particular kind of security,
which was never offered to the public without being sold at a premium. Honorable
members will, therefore, see what the Treasurer did not tell his Castlemaine audience
when he assured them that every penny in
the Treasury had been spent, so that there
was no money there to meet the claims
coming in, namely, that on the 8th March
there was £224,000 to the credit of the
cash balance, £165,000 left from the Patterson railway loan, £457,000 worth of
negotiable securities in the Treasury safe,
and £128,000 to be returned to the revenue
when the £167,000 loan was floated-in
fact, that he had, the day he entered office,
nolessthan£!)74,000 available to his hands.
Yet his statement at Castlemaine wa.s that
wherever the late Government could borrow
£1, it was borrowed, and that the money
borrowed had been speut.
Mr. SERVICE.-Did you ask the
Under-Treasurer why he informed me that
there was no money to meet the demands
coming in?
Mr. MIRAMS.-I did not.
Mr. SERVICE.-Yet my statement at
Castlemaine was that I had received such
information from that officer.
Mr. MIRAMS.-I will quote further
from the Treasurer's Castlemaine speech.
He stated as follows : C'The very last thing the late Ministry should
have done before they went out of office was an
effort to provide Supplies. Sir Bryan wrote me
a very courteous letter, statin~ that Supply
would be required, and that Milllsters would be
happy to prepare the necessary Bills and obtain
money for the new Government. I wrote back
immediately. thanking him for his kind note,
and stating we would be glad if he would do the
needful. The result was they passed a Bill for
£170,000 for works connected WIth the railways
chiefly. They passed the Bill, but there was no
money to pay it with after all."

But is it not the fact that the money was
.not paid, not because there was no cash for
the purpose, but because no estimate under
the Bill was laid on the table of the House
and adopted before Parliament rose for the
Ministerial elections? Have we not, during
the last fortnight, been continually passing
Bills to enable the Treasurer to pay away
money? Yet how could money be paid
away if there was none in the Treasury?
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If there was not £1 to be borrowed, where
was the money to come from? That shows
what the Treasurer's statement at Castlemaine really amounts to, and I call on the
honorable gentleman to either admit that
his assertions were hasty and made after
only a cursory glance at the financial situation, and that a fuller investigation showed
that they were not warranted, or else to
come down to the House with the proof of
them which the country has a right to
demand. If he will take either course, the
public of Victoria will have better grounds
for putting trust in his statements than I
think they have now. And now I come to
the speech the Treasurer made in Committee of Supply. The honorable gentleman
told us that he required so much money. I
ask honorable members to bear with 'me
while I state as clearly as I can the exact
amount which various Governments have
been authorized by Parliament to expend
under the £4,000,000 Loan Act for railway and other purposes. The total sum
comes to £1,541,525, and I will explain
how it is made up. Act No. 657 authorized
the expenditure of £144,883. It was passed
at the instance of the present Minister of
Railways when he was in office in 1880.
Act No. 685 authorized the expenditure of
£112,835. It was introduced by the honOl'able member for Castlemaine (Mr. Patterson) when he was' Minister of Railways in
the last Berry Ministry. Act No. 701, which
was brought in by the late Government,
authorized the expenditure of £278,000 upon
railways, or a total expenditure for aU purposes of £654,400. I beg honorable members to note the purposes for which the
last-mentionecl Act was passed. The sclledule is as follows : Additional works connected with existing rail ways
...
...
...
... £278,000
Towards erection of State schools
throughout the colony...
80,000
Towards Yau Yean waterworks extension
...
...
...
60,000
Towards Geelong and Coli ban water6,000
works extension ...
...
Ad vances by way of loan towards
water supply in country districts... 150,000
Melbourne and Hobson's Ba.y United
Hail way debentures, 1882
....
...
20,400
Bendigo waterworks debentures, 1882...
60,000
Total

... £654,400

All of that money is provided for under the
£4,000,000 loan except the first item, and
it was in consequence of my pointing out
that circumstance that the late Government
brought down an amendment of their Railway Bill to set aside £100,000 a year out
of the land fund for railway purposes. Act
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No. 729, which was also brought in by the
late Government, authorized the expenditure of £500,000, all for railways, £175,000
being for rails and rolling-stock. Act No.
737 authorized the expenditure of £123,300,
and £6,107 was voted under division 82 of
the Estimates for 1880-1. As I have said,
these amounts together constitute a total
authorized expenditure of £1,541,525. How
much of that was actually disbursed when
the late Government went out of office?
They had spent for all purposes no less than
£1,130,372, leaving a balance yet to be expended of £411,153. I go minutely into
this matter, because it appears to me that, in
making up his estimate of the money he will
want by next January, the Treasurer included the sum of £131,000 twice over.
In -the financial speech he delivered about a
fortnight ago, he stated as follows : "The Railwaydepartment must have £1,067,000.
Of that £432,000 has been authorized by Parliament."

That £432,000 I take to be the £411,153
I just now mentioned as the unexpended
balance of the £1,541,525. But the honorable gentleman says the money will be all
wanted for railways, wherea.s it is not all
intended for railways. As I have pointed
out, the £1,541,525 covered a great many
things outside of railways. Part of it was
set aside for school buildings, another part
for Yan Yean extension, another part for
country waterworks, and so on. That is
proved by the following figures which show
the amount set aside for railways under each
Act, and the amount already expended : Act No. 657 ...
685 ...
701 ...
" 729 ...
"
737 ...
Voted in 1880-1

"

For Railways.
£144,883
73,015
278,000
500,000
48,300
6,107

Expended.

£1,050,305

£770,584

£137,615
73,015
229,269
276,278
48,300
6,107

The £500,000 which would bring the
total up to £1,541,525 was set aside for
the other works, such as State schools,
I have mentioned. The balance of the
£1,050,305 yet to be expended is £279,721.
The Treasurer says that £432,000 of the
expenditure authorized by Parliament has
yet to be devoted to railways, whereas I say
that that is not the case-that the balance
of the money intended for railways is only
£279,721, and that the £131,432 which
would make that amount £411,153 is required for other purposes. The Treasurer
told us the other night that he will want
between this and January £33,000 for State
Mr, Mirams.
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schools. Well, the various Acts I have referred to authorize an expenditure on State
schools of £22,938, but that amount is not
all spent, £10,062 of the money remaining
undisposed of when the late Treasurer went
out of office. Now does his successor really
want £33,000 in addition to the £10,062,
or is the smaller amount included in the
larger? I say the £33,000 includes the
£10,062. Then he stated that he would
require by January £44,900 for the Geelong
and Ooliban water supply works, but the unexpended amount authorized by the Acts is
£20,539, therefore the amount really wanted
is only £24,361. I could go through all the
items seriatim, but I will not tire the committee with them. This £432,000 includes
£131,000 which is wrongly charged to railways, and therefore is charged twice overfirst to railways, and then to the smaller matters of expenditnre to which I have alluded.
If my statement is doubted, I will call upon
the Treasnrer to show where he gets the
£432,000 which is unexpended upon railways
authorized by Parliament. Sir, I say there
is only £27!l,000 remaining of the money
authorized to be expended upon railways.
The other money-the balance which makes
up the £432,000-is money that has to be
expended for schools, waterworks, and other
purposes. The next thing in the Treasurer's statement to which I demur is
this. He says that he will want£1,067,000
for railways in January next. This
£1,067,000 is made up of two items. The
first item, the honorable gmtleman says, is
£432,000 for works authorized by Parliament, and I have tried to explain that this,
in my judgment, is overcharged £131,000.
The next item is £635,000 for works not
authorized by Parliament-that is, on
account of rails and rolling-stock, the
contracts for which are in course of completion, and which have to be paid for month
by month as the contracts go on. Now
the Government have laid on the table of
the House a statement, supplied by the
officers of the Railway department, showing
the amounts which will be required month
by month to meet the payments falling due
on account of those contracts; but I think
the Treasurer forgot to tell honorable members that while the sums mentioned in that
statement are the outside sums which can
be claimed by the contractors-that, if they
work up to the mark, and execute their
contracts to the day, they cannot possibly
claim more than £635,000 in that timethere is no probability, and. hardly a possibility, that they will, for the first time in the
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history of the colony, work up to the mark,
and claim the full amount they will be able
to claim if they do so. I have taken the
trouble to visit the Railway department,
I have seen the schedules of the expenditure in the past, as well as those which are
prepared for the present, and the verdict of
the officers of the department is that, taking
the condition the contracts are in at the
present time, and the way in which contracts
have been carried out at all other periods,
there is no probability of the department
wanting more, by January next, than
£450,000, instead of £635,000 which the
Treasurer says will be required. Therefore
the position I take up is this: deducting
the £131,000 charged twice over by
the Treasurer, and deducting the difference
between £450,000 and £635,000, the real
amount which the honorable gentleman will
require by January next for railway purposes, and for the other works spoken of, is
£1,138,621, instead of £1,550,000 which
he told the committee he will want. Now
take the other side of the account. What
has the Treasurer got to meet this £1,138,621
with? He told the committee that he has
got nothing but the £995,628 which will
remain out of the loan after paying back to
the Treasurer's cash account the £659,944
which the late Treasurer drew out of it, and
after paying back to the Patterson railway
loan fund the £470,428 which the late
Treasurer drew out of that loan. The honorable gentleman told the committee, and
he told the country, that after he has taken
upwards of £1,000,000 from the £4,000,000
loan to recoup these two amounts, and to
put him hI Cl'edit to the extent of £1,000,000
beyond what there is now, he will still 11ave
nothing to draw upon but the £995,628
which is left after that operation is completed. vVas anything more ridiculous ever
said to a body of sensible business men?
If the late Government could draw upon
those two accounts to the extent of over
£1,000,000, and the Treasurer pays that
amount back to the same accounts, will not
those two accounts be available for future
operations, if necessary, to a very large extent, at any rate? I am quite aware that
the Treasurer will have to take out of those
accounts any payments tllat may have to
be made from the Patterson railway loan
fund, but, after allowing for those, how
will the account stand? The Treasurer admitshaving £995,628 outofthe£4,000,000
loan; and, if he pays back to the Patterson
loan fund the amount which the late Government spent out of it, that fund will have
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to its credit £759,000. The Treasurer tells
us that, by January next, he will have to
pay on account of the railways constructed
under the Patterson Railway Act £651,000.
That estimate may be a little exaggerated,
as other estimates are. I have not taken
t.he trouble to look into the matter very
closely, because I am quite content to give
the Treasurer credit for the full amount
which he claims. Weli, the honorable gentleman says that, by January next, he will
have t'o pay £651,000 out of the £759,000 ;
and that will leave a balance of £108,000
to the credit of the loan. We know that
there was a balance of £224,000 to the credit
of the Treasurer's cash account on the day
that the late Treasurer left office, so that,
when the £659,944 which has to be paid out
of the £4,000,000 loan is paid into that
account, there will be £883,944 to the
credit of that account. The Treasurer took
the trouble to tell us that for several months
in the early portion of the present financial
year the revenue did not come up to the
percentage due to each of those months,
but that in January we turned the corner,
and that the revenue is now coming in in
larger amounts than the late Treasurer anticipated. If the Treasurer's cash account
could be drawn upon to the extent of
£659,000 when the revenue was not coming
in so quickly as it is now, is it a very great
stretch of the imagination to supposewith a flourishing treasury, with the revenue coming in faster now than it did in
the first portion of the year, and after
paying the £659,000 back again-that we
shall have, at all events, £500,000 of that
fund available in January next? I say it
is not; and, further, I maintain that it is
incumbent upon a Treasurer who desires to
put the worst face upon our finances to tell
us what the claims upon the cash account
are, so that we may know for a certainty
how much of the £883,000 can be used, if
necessary, for the purpose of these contrncts.
When the honorable gentleman has done
that, we shall be in a better position to
know whether his estimate of his difficulty
as a financier is a correct one. These three
items-the £995,628 which the honorable
gentleman admits, the £108,000 to the
credit of the Patterson railway fund, and
the £500,000 which I reckon as available,
if necessary, from the Treasurer's cash
balance-make a total of £1,603,628 towards paying £1,138:621. Therefore, I
say that the attempt of the Treasurer to
make out our position to be so desperately
bad as he has endeavoured to do is exactly
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on all fours with that of the medical quack
who deludes his patient into the belief that
he is at death's door, in order that he may get
the credit of curing a very bad case. Thehonorable gentleman has attempted to put the
worst face on the finances of the colony, and,
in doing so, he has, I repeat, acted on all fours
with a quack medical practitioner in such a
case as I have suggested. I assert that the
Treasurer's estimate of what he requires is
stretched, and that the calculation of the
amount which he will have towards meeting
that estimate is contracted unnecessarily, so
as to make out a case to at least give colour
to the hasty and outrageous expression which
he uttered on the platform at Castlemaine.
Are we not justified in believing that the principal difficulty which the honorable gentleman met with, and which he told us so much
about on the floor of this chamber-the
difficulty of unravelling, even with the aid
of the accountants and other officers of the
departments, the mass of figures relating to
the public finances-is very largely attributable to his desire and attempt to"make the·
outcome of his investigation square with his .
foregone conclusion and his assertion on the
Castlemaine platform? I venture to say that
if the honorable gentleman had not made
l1is statement at Castlemaine, but had commenced the investigation of the figures with·
a clear mind, unprejudiced, and without any:
desire to make out a certain result, he would .
have had a very different tale to tell Parliament and the country. I do not lmowwhat
view other honorable members rna v take of the
matter, but I look upon it that one" of the most
serious things which a public man in this
country can do is to depreciate our credit, and
to depreciate it unnecessarily, as the Treasurer
has done, and for no possible purpose that
I can see. The party against which the
honorable gentleman spoke when he made his
speech at Castlemaine was already dead and
gone-defeated at the ballot-box-and his
predecessor was out of Parliament and unable
to answer him. vVith everything inhis favour
-with no strong party opposed to him to
render even the least degree of exaggeration
necessary-I cannot understand the reason
why the Treasurer made the statement which
he made at Castlemaine. Neither can I
understand why, when he found that a full
investigation of the facts and figures did
not exactly warrant that sweeping charge,
he did not be true to himself, and true to
his previous character in· the House and
before the country, by at once acknowledging that he had been misled to some extent,
and that the finances of the colony were not
fflr. lJ'Iirams.
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in the wretched condition that he had sup~
posed them to be. Sir, I have no object
whatever in view except to lend myself as
far as I can, and to devote what industry I
possess, to thp. investigation of t.he position
of the finances, so that the truth may be set
before the country. Eyery honorable member has the right to have the trnth elicited
in this matter. For the purpose of ascertaining the trnth, I have taken the trouble
to go through the figures myself, without
any of the helps and aids which the Treasurer had; and I have come to the conclusion on the grounds I have stated, and on
the basis of the figures I have quoted, that
the honorable gentleman has-overstated his
case very considerably, and that in doing so
he has not acted fairly to Parliament or to
the country, or to our credit as a community.
In conclusion, I beg to propose that the
amount mentioned in the motion submitted
by the Treasurer be reduced by the sum of
£1.
Mr. SERVICE.-Sir, I do not intend
to follow the honorable member for Collingwood (Mr. Mirams) through all the figures
which he has brought forward to-night;
indeed, it would be quite impossible for me
to do so. I must point out to the honorable
member· the extreme disadvantage of reopening this question, without notice, two
or three weeks after the financial debate
was over. Many of the points which the
honorable member has touched upon were
distinctly dealt with by me when I made
my financial statement on the floor of the
Assembly.
Mr. BENT.-He has seen the UnderTreasurer since you did.
Mr. SERVICE.-I am afraid that the
speech of the honorable member for Collingwood is the result of an excess of generosity
on my part. It must be conceded that
the course which I i~1Vited the honorable
member and other honorable members to
take, namely, to go to the U neler-Treasurer
and ascertain the facts for themselves-an
invitation which I do not think any Treasurer ever made before-cannot be considered as indicating a consciousness of
weakness on my part as to the correctness
of the statement that I made. I am now
afraid, however, from the speech which has
been delivered this evening, that the course
which I invited the honorable member and
others to take is not likely to result in much
advantage either to themselyes or to the
House. The honorable member evidently
went to the Uneler-Treasurer and got certain
information which he desired to get, .for he
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put to him a number or questions categorically with reference to specific matters. I
presume that he did not expect the U nderTreasurer to sit down and write out a new
finance statement for him, but that he went
to get certain information which would
enable him to deal with certain points that
he wanted to elucidate.
Mr. MIRAMS.-I think I have told you
all that passed at the interview.
Mr. SERVICE.-I cannot follow the
honorable "member through the whole of his
speech-it is impossible to do so-but I
will call attention to two or three points.
In the first place, I will allude to what the
honorable member snid with reference to the
statement in my speech at Castlemaine
that the finances had been left by the late
Government in such a condition that we
were without money to meet the necessary
requirements or the State.
Mr. llURROWES.-vVere you aware
that suoh was the fact when you made the
statement?
Mr. SERVICE.-I will answer the
question immediately, but it reminds me of
another matter to which I wish to refer.
The honorable member for Collingwood and
some other llOnorable members seem to
think it is fair and right to adopt the role
or discrediting ~tatements prepared" by the
responsible officers of departments.
Mr. BURROWES.-You know the
statement you made is not correct.
Mr. SEHVICE.-I think I told honorable members that the statement was really
not my statement, but that of the UnderTreasurer. Fortunately I have in my portfolio the U nder-Treasurer's memorandum on
wllich I made the statement at Castlemaine
that has been so much disputed.
Mr. McINTYRE.-Apologize for the
statement, and let business go on.
Mr. SERVICE.-H it were simply a
matter of personal apology, or even of personal humiliation, I might please the honorable member and placate other honorable
members; but I cannot tell the committee
that the Under-Treasurer has deliberately
misled me, Parliament, and the country. I
will read the memorandum giyen me by the
U nder- Treasurer, but, before doing so, I
may remark that I think I have a right to
complain that a second discussion should
now be raised on my financial statement, a
fortnight after it was delivered, and without
notice, especially as the documents bearing upon it are not all in my possession
at the present moment. I wish also to
.state that since the time when parliamentary
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government first came into existence in this
country there has never been any disposition, until the present occasion, to doubt or
disbelieve the statements prepared by the responsible officers of the various departments.
Everything I said withrespectto the finances
was based on figures prepared from documents supplied to me by the various departments. Th~figures which I laid before the
House--every one of them-were submitted
to the U nder-Treasurer and endorsed by
him from beginning to end, before I presented them. This, I submit, is a far more
satisfactory method of dealing with the
"finances or the country than the system
adopted by the honorable member for Collingwood of getting patchwork information
from the U nder-Treasurer, and coming down
with an array of figures which it is impossible to deal with on the spur of the
moment. I ask honorable members what
confidence can be placed in any of the statements-I call them figurative statementsor the honorable member for Collingwood?
I will now read the Under-Treasurer's
memorandum, which is dated the 10th
March. It is as follows : "Railway Expenditure.
" Amount authorized to be raised for railways
under Act No. 717-£2,732,055.
" Proceeds will probably not amount to more
than-£2,650, 100.
" Amount authorized by Temporary Advances
Acts to be expended out of the cash balance
or Loan 608 (as most convenient) for railway
purposes in anticipation of the Loan Act 717£1,102,007.
" rl'he amount of payments to date under the
authority of the Temporary Advances Acts referred to for railways alone is about £696,000.
leaving a balance to be met of £406,000. Claims
under this balance are being made daily, and to
an extent which the Treasurer will not be able
to meet."

Thisis my authority for the statement I made
at Castlemaine that, had the £4,000,000
loan not been floated at the time it was
floated, we could not have met the requirements of the country without going cap in
hand to the banks to borrow money. vVhen
I made my financial statement I had in my
portfolio the A TgliS report of Sir Bryan
O'Loghlen's reply, at Flemington, to my
Castlemaine speech. I do not think I
mentioned the fact then, but Sir Bryan
O'Loghlen, so far from contradicting what
I said on the authority of the U nderTreasurer, corroborated my statement. I
have read that portion of the honorable gentIeman's speech so often that I can almost
repeat it verbatim. Sir Bryan remarked"It is perfectly true, as Mr. Service said, that,
if the loan had not been floated, we could not
have met our liabilities withOut going to the
banks to borrow money."
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After confirming everything I stated at
Castlemaine with respect to the shortness
of cash in the Treasury, the honorable
gentleman went on to say"But we have got £500,000 worth of de-

bentures, or thereabouts, in the Treasury, and
Mr. Service could do what any other Treasurer
could do-he could borrow money upon them."

So far as the condition of the finances is
concerned, everything which I said at Castlemaine was acknowledged by Sir Bryan
O'Loghlen to be positively correct. The
honorable member for Collingwood has attempted to show that the Treasurer is not
hard up, and that the U nder-Treasurer must
have been in a dream, or have been led astray
on the subject. To show how the honorable
member deals with figures, I will.just point
out that he supposes there is any amount of
money available-that, for instance, we have
money available out of the £4,000,000 loan,
money which is the balance of tIle loan
under Act No. 608, and money which has
to be paid to the credit of the consolidated
revenue. If the honorable member was present when I made my financial statement,
he will know that I referred to these identical items, but that I told the Assembly that
the unexpended portion of the money appropriated for railway purposes out of the loan
raised under Act No. 608 was depleted to
a very large extent, and that the whole
of it was expected to be required by next
January.
Mr. MIRAMS.-No ; the Railway department does not say so.
Mr. SERVICE.-We have the departmental memoranda. I must decline to discuss
financial questions with any honorable member who will not take the written documents
of the permanent heads of departments as
the basis of his calculations and remarks,
unless he can show that those documents are
unfair and erroneous.
Mr. MIRAMS.-I have taken official
documents as the basis of my remarks.
Mr. SERVICE.-The honorable member has told us that he went to the Railway
department. Why did he go, and what is
the information that he got?
Mr. MIRAMS ..-:...In relation to this item,
I got my information from a paper laid on
the table of the Assembly.
Mr. SERVICE.-Which item?
Mr. MIRAMS.-I refer to the fact that
the Railway department will not want the
whole of the £635,000 by the 1st January.
Mr. SERVICE.-The figures relating
to that matter are those of the Accountant
of the Railway department. I am not
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personally responsible for any of tIle figures
which I submitted.
Mr. BENT.-Next January you will
have to swallow every word you have said.
Mr. SERVICE.-Perhaps it would be
well for the honorable member to wait until
January to see the result. I think it is
very probable, as the honorable member
for Collingwood has said, that the amount
estimated by the Railway department
may not all be expended; but I will ask
the honorable member what he, or any
other business man, does in conducting
his own business? When he looks forward
to a year's expenditure, or half a year's expenditure, does he run things so finely as
to reckon that one creditor will not call for
his acconnt, that another will only want
half the amount, and that t.hus he will be
able to scrape along and work through? In
my speech on t.he condition of the finances,
a fortnight ago, I stated-I dare say the
honorable member will find it in Hansard
-that we would be able to fall back to
a certain extent on the Treasurer's cash
balance, but not to the extent supposed, as
it had already been drawn upon so largely
that not more than about one-half would
be available. I concealed nothing from the
committee. I fail to see anything in the
speech of the honorable member for Collingwood which calls for further reply. The
honorable member has got information which
is necessarily of an imperfect character, because it has been obtained in answer to
specific questions, and does not affect the
correctness of the figures which I submitted.
Mr. McINTYRE remarked that he
thought the Treasurer had never appeared to
less advantage than he had done on this
occasion. 'l'hehonorable gentleman had not
.attempted to answer the arguments of the
honorable member for Collingwood (Mr.
Mirams), but had disregarded them on the
ground that they were brought forward without notice. It was only a fortnight, however, since Parliament met after the Ministerial re-elections, and honorable members
had discussed nothing else but the financial
question. The whole business of the Assembly might have been finished in two nigllts
had not the Treasurer brollg ht forward his
accusations against the late Governmentaccusations which had absolutely fallen to
the ground. What the Treasurer stated at
Castlemaine was that there was not a cent
in the public coffers for railways and other
public works; that the late Government
borrowed right and borrowed left, borrowed
up and borrowed down, in fact that they
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borrowed wherever they could get a sover- of paper-to show what the agreement was j
eign; and the honorable memberfor Colling- and the other night his honorable colleague,
wood had shown that there was no ground the Minister of Public Works, read a memofor impugning their acts. The Treasurer randum from Mr. Le Cren, the Secretary of
had not attempted to dispute the statement the Public Works department, making the
of the honorable member, who had proved same assertion.
that the recent loan, so far as railway exMr. McINTYRE said he would read
penditure was concerned, was to all intents what the Treasurer stated : and purposes intact. The country would
., No correspondence nor written agreement
have been better pleased if, instead of in- exists between the Hailway and Public Works
departments
with respect to cutting down Kendulging in the fencing which he had been
guilty of that evening, the honorable gentle- sington-hilI."
man had admitted that unintentionally he (Mr. Gillies-" Neither is there.") Why
made a misstatement at Castlemaine. The the document which he lleld in his hand
Under-Treasurer's figures did not warrant showed tbat there was an agreement. (Mr.
the accusations which the Treasurer hrought Gillies - " That is about works on the
forward at Castlemaine; indeed, llis own Coburg line.") Not only did this document
remarks that evening did not support the prove the existence of an agreement, but,
charges. If the honorable gentleman had as long ago as November, 1882, there was
simply admitted having overstated the facts, laid on the table of the Assembly, in comthere would probably have been an end of pliance with an order of the House, a copy
the matter, but he had not made the frank of correspondence and other papers relating
admission which he ought to have made. to the purchase b~ the Railway departHe (Mr. McIntyre) had to accuse the Trea- ment of the right to remove material from
surer or a misstatement about another Kensington-hill. He wanted the Treasurer
matter. The honorable gentleman said, the to understand the fact, so that the honorable
other night, that there was no document in gentleman might realize his position, and
the department showing anything whatever admit that he had misled the country over
as to the arrangement made for cutting this matter. There was a copy of an agreedown Kensington-hill. (Mr. Service- ment included amongst the papers laid on
"'Vhich department? ") The Treasurer the table last N ovem ber. (Mr. Gilliesmentioned the Public Works department, " The agreement you refer to has nothing
but he could show that the honorable gentle- to do with the point in dispute.") The
man was utterly mistaken on this matter, papers also comprised a copy of a memoas he was in many other things. If the randum, signed by Mr. Skene, the Surveyorhonorable gentleman had made inquiries, he General, showing that if certain reclamation
would have found a document in the Engi- works were carried out there would be a
neer-in-Chief's office showing that arrange- gain to the Government of £18,517. What
ments were made between the Railway he (Mr. McIntyre) wished to point out was
department and the Public Works depart- that the cutting down of Kensington-hill was
ment, and, he believed, the Lands depart- properly understood and properly arranged
ment, with reference to the cutting down of for between the departments interested in
Kensington-hill. He (Mr. McIntyre) held the matter, and that the Treasurer, at all
a copy of the document in his hand, and it events, did not state the real facts when
specified what portion of the work was to be he said there was no correspondence in
done at the expense of the Railway depart- connexion with it.
Mr. SERVICE stated that he did not
ment, what portion was to be done by the
Public Works department, and so forth.
say what the honorable member for Maldon
Mr. SERVICE inquired what this docu- imputed to him, and that it was unfair for
ment had to do with his statement that there the honorable member to repeat the statewas none in the Public Works department? ment. What he said was that there was
Mr. C. YOUNG said the agreement was not a scrap of paper in the Public Works
also in the Public Works department. It department to show the nature of the agreewas submitted to him by Mr. Steel.
ment made with the Railway department
The CHAIRMAN.-I must call the for cutting down Kensington-hill.
attention of the committee to the fact that
. Mr. McINTYRE observed tbat he had
this discussion is out of order.
read from Hansa1'd the Treasurer's own
Mr. SERVICE remarked that his state- words, and therefore it was unnecessary for
ment was that there was no document in him to say anything more about the matter.
the Public Works department-not a scrap He, however, could not help feeling that the

256

Ways and Means.

[ASSEMBLY.]

](ensington Ifill.

Mr. SERVICE remarked. that what he
honorable gentleman had endeavoured by
every possible means to throw discredit on said, and he would repeat it for the hunthe late Government. The reason why he dredth time, was that there was no document
felt warmly on the subject was that, in re- of any sort in the Public VV' orks department
flecting on them, the honorable gentleman to show the nature of the agreement. This
reflected on him (Mr. McIntyre) nnd all was Mr. Le Cren's minute : "No correspondence nor written agreement
who supported that Ministry. The honorable gentleman'S attacks had, however, been exists between the Hailway and Public Works
departments with respect to cutting down Kenvery effectually replied to, especially by the sington-hili."
honorable member for Collingwood in the
Mr. McINTYRE said the Treasurer had
speech which he had delivered that evening.
overlooked the bet that he stated, the other
Mr. SERVICE said he desired to call eveningattention to the fact that the honorable
"The production of either contract or corremember for Maldon had read certain words spondence would disprove what he had said, but
neither one nor the other could be found."
itS if they had been spoken by him (Mr.
Service), though they were not his words at Now would any member of the Ministry
all. vVhat the honorable member quoted say, after what had transpired, that there
as his statement was Mr. Le Cren's memo- was no memorandum of the arrangement in
randum, which was read the other eyening the Railway department?
Mr. GILLIES observed that, if the honorby the Minister of Public vVorks. His own
remarks, which appeared on the same page able member for MoMon would look over a
plan which be (Mr. Gillies) begged to band
of Hansard, were as follows : him, he would see at once that the corre" Mr. SJ<:nvI<.m said he wts sorry that the honor- spondence he referred to had reference only
able. member for Kyneton could not address
himself to this little matter without losing his to a certain filling-up work in connexion
temper. He should remember that the state- with the Coburg Railway, which had to be
ment which he (Mr. Service) made was drawn
forth by a challenge thrown down some nights done partly by the Railway department and
ago by both the late Minister of Public Works . partly by the Public
orks department,
and the late Minister of Hail ways. Bis state- none of which had yet been commenced.
ment was tha.t there was lJeither contract nor
Mr. C. YOUNG remarked that, the precorrespondence in t.he Public Works depa.rtment to show the nature of the arrangement vious Thursday night, the Treasurer said an
made for cutting down Kensington-hill."
account was sent in to the Public Works
vVhy should Mr. Le Cren's remarks be put department, and tl1at there were no papers
into his mouth? Did the honorable mem- in the department to enable the officers to
ascertain whether the account was correct.
ber for Maldon call that honcst ?
Mr. McINTYRE observed that his con- VV ould the Treasurer be good enough to say
tcntion was that the Treasurer fathered the what the account was for? (Mr. Servicercport of Mr. Le Cren. The honorable " It was for the use of rolling-stock in the
g0ntleman ought to haye made himself ac- removal of earth.") He emphatically asquainted with the 11istory of the case. Had serted that the whole arrangement connected
he been in the country at the time, he with the hire of engine and trucks, including
would have been aware that a long debate what was to be paid, was upon record in the
on the question took place in the Assem- Railway department. (Mr. Service-" I
bly last session. At all events, t.he Trea- never disputed that.") The arrangement
surer should have accepted the statement of was made by him with Mr. Bent, Mr. Mirls,
members of the late Goyernment as to the and Mr. Anderson, in the Railway departcorrespondence that was in existence. But ment, the Inspector-General of Public Works,
this was what the honorable gentleman Mr. Steel, being present. (Mr. Service"But you left no scrap in your departsaid : ment to tell your successor anything.") It
"There WIlS neither contract nor corresjlOn- was not his duty to leave scraps. He took
dence in the Public Works department to show
the nature of the arrangement made for cutting . the responsible head of the Public vVorks
.down Kensington-hill and filling in the swamp, department-the Inspector-General-to see
and it was of no use the honorable member
seizing hold of the stronger term' contract,' th~ matter placed on rEcord in the Railway
and losing sight of the reference to 'corre- department. It was not his (Mr . Young's)
spondence.' "
duty to put the thing on record. Had the
The honorable gentleman was emphatic that Treasurer inquired, he would have found in
there was no correspondence. Surely the the Railway department a record of what
Premier would now say that he regretted was to be paid in wages, and what was to be
paid for the hire of Cl~gine and trucks.
haying made such a statement.
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Mr. McINTYRE observed that the on a previous .evening, and which is wholly
Treasurer must see that he was in error. He outside the question before the chair, is alhoped the Treasurer would deal fairly by the together contrary to parliamentary practice.
la.te Ministry and recant, in view of the exist- I asked the honorable member for Collingence of a document showing that a record wood (Mr. Mirams) how he was going to
existed of the Kensington-hill arrangement. make his statement come within the resoluMr. SERVICE asked whether this was tion before the chair, and he intimated that
the sort of recantation which the honorable hE;l might be able to show that the amount
member for Maldon desired :-" The other which the committee were asked to vote
night, I told you there was not a scrap of ought to be increased or decreased, and he
writing in the Public Works department to concluded his remarks with an amendment
show the nature of the arrangement between that the amount be reduced by £1. The
that department and the Railway depart- honorable member thus brought himself
ment; I find now that that is a story- within the rules of the House; but to seek to ..
that there was an agreement in the Railway debate the Kensington-hill question at a
department" ? Would that kind of ~ecanta stage like this is altogether outside the usago
tion suit the honorable member? What he of Parliament. I trust honorable members
said was that there was not a scrap of paper on both sides will support the chair.
Mr. C. YOUNG said it was clear that
in the Public V{orks department by W11ich
the Secretary or the honorable member for the committee, hy allowing the debate to go
Kyneton could check the account for the on, did not adopt the Chairman's view; and
use of rolling-stock when it came in from it would be scarcely fair to stop him (Mr.
the Railway department .. Did the honor- Young) after so much had been said on the
able member for Maldon want him to say Kensington-hill question. He desired to
that he found he was wrong when he said point out that he could not possibly know
there was not a scrap of paper in the Public what the Premier was referring to when he
VV orks department?
spoke of an account having been sent in.
The CHAIRMAN.-I must remind the
Mr. McINTYRE said the Treasurer could
have expressed regret that Mr. Le Cren did honorable member that if he pursues this
not draw attention to the fact that there course another honorable member will follow
was correspondence in another department. him, and a discussion which is altogether
Would the Treasurer say now that he was outside the question before the chair will
sa.tisfied tl1at there was correspondence with be prolonged.
Mr. BENT considered that he was in a
reference to the matter in some other department ? No doubt the Treasurer was very position to show how the amount embraced
sorry for the mud-throwing which had taken in the question before the chair could be
place. Fortunately, very little of it would reduced not only by £1, but by a great
stick.
many pounds. For himself, and also for
The CHAIRMAN.-The present dis- Sir Bryan O'Loghlen~ he desired to thank
cussion is altogether contrary to parliamen- the honorable member for Collingwood
tary practice. If the committee desire it to (Mr. Mirams). for the plainl distinct, and
continue, they must relieve the Chairman of able statement he had made on this occasion.
all responsibility. If debates once supposed He would challenge anyone in the crowd
to be closed are to be re-opened night after 011 the other side to show the statement
night, it will not be possible to make any was not correct.
Mr. A. HARRIS rose to order. He
progress whatever with business. I hope I
shall be supported by the committee in my submitted that the honorable member for
endeavours to keep honorable members to Brighton was not justified in speaking of
honorable members on the Ministerial side
the question before the chair.
Mr. C. YOUNG submitted that it was as a " crowd."
Mr. BENT said he was referring to the
scarcely fair for the Chairman, after allowing the debate to proceed, to attempt to crowd-the Ministry-in front of the honorstop it abruptly at this stage. If parlia- able member. He would withdraw the statementary business was to be conducted in ment so far as the honorable member was
that way, an unfair advantage would be concel'l1ed, because he did not intend so small
gi ven to some members as compared with a fish to be included in it.
others.
The CHAIRMAN.-ThehonorablememThe CHAIRMAN.-I have already bel' for Brighton is not in order in referring
pointed out, more than once, that the re- . to any portion of this House as a " crowd."
opening of a debate which was disposed of I must.ask the honorable member, and every
SES. 1883.-T
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other honorable member, to refrain from
language which is calculated to provoke
retort.
Mr. BENT remarked that the Treasurer,
while throwing dirt at the late Ministry,
had shielded himself behind the statement
of the Under-Treasurer. The UnderTreasurer must be one of the most blackhearted men in existence if it were true that,
after having been in c10se connexion with
Sir Bryan O'Loghlen for twenty months,
as soon as that gentleman was turned out
of office he rushed with open arms to the
present Treasurer and 8a1d-" 'Ve haven't
any money." But he (Mr. Bent) did not
believe it was true. He admitted that
there might have been a stringency in the
money market if the loan had not been
floated, but, inasmuch as that operation had
been successfully accomplished, he was at a
loss to understand the reason for the apprehensions which the Treasurer had indulged
in with regard to the public finances. The
other day the members of the Ministry were
at Ballara.t, the occasion being the completion, by the Phrenix Foundry Company, of
its hundredth engine. During the time he
(Mr. Bent) was in office, he gave the
Phrenix Company orders for 50 carriages,
at a cost of £150,000. Was this a portion
of the money which, according to the present
Minister of Railways, had been wasted?
(Mr. Gillies-" I never used the word
, wasted' on any occasion.") 'Vhy one of
the chief allegations brought by the present
Ministry against their predecessors was that
they wasted money recklessly and improperly; but he would challenge them,
indi\7idually and collectively, to show that
there was one item of improper expenditure
in connexion with the Railway department
while he presided over it. (Mr. Berry" The £20,000 for Kensington-hill. ") Why
no less a person than the Surveyor-General
}uld signed a paper to the effect that
£18,000 would be save/I to the State over
that transaction. He again challenged the
Ministrv to show one item of wasteful
expenditure in the Railway department
while he was Minister. (Mr. Gillies-" 'Vhat
is the good of these challenges?") Probably
they were of little good as against men who
did not hesitate to go on a public platform
and indulge in " corrugations." But there
were members of the Assembly who did not
believe in all that had been said about the
lat.e Ministry. And here he must thank
the honorable member for East Bourke for
rising in his place, the other night, and asf?erting, what w~s the ~olellln truth? that the·
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Treasurer had over-stated matters. For
taking that independent stand, the honorable member for East Bourke was censured
and lectured by the Chief Secretary. It
was amusing to see the Chief Secretary
making an attempt to play his old game.
Only the day before, he (Mr. Bent) was looking over copies of thE: papers which Service,
Bent, and Co. used to circulate against the
present Chief Secretary, showing how the
honorable gentleman, while his family were
battening upon the State, used to talk of
"flaming houses" and '~killingthe civil servants," and he could not help thinking it was
not matter for wonder that Mr. Symonds and
Mr. Lavater signed the papers they did,
knowing that the author of Black Wednesday was again in power.
The CHAIRMAN.-What has all this
to do with the question before the committee?
Mr. BENT sai~ he wished to show that,
but for the fact of a wretched Government
like the present being in power, it would not
be necessary for the Committee of Ways
and Means to grant so large an amount as
that now asked for. He contended that
officers in the public service ought to be
better employed than in trumping up reports
for the Treasurer to take to Castlemaine.
In conclusion, he desired to say that every
word which had been uttered by the honorable member for Collingwood was perfectly
correct.
Mr. MIRAMS observed that he desired
to an~wer two or three points made by the
Treasurer in what, it seemed, would have
to l,ass as a reply to his (Mr. Mirams')
statement. When speaking of the Patterson loan fund, and the amount required out
of that fund, he spoke from information
derived, not from officers of the Railway
department, but from a document which
had been placed on the table by the Minister of Railways. According to what appeared on the face of that .d~cument, the
total sum required to meet payments on
account of that loan fund, by January next,
would be £651,000. This was on the assumption that contracts would be carried
out strictly up to date. However, he took
it for granted that some of the contracts
would not be carried out by the 1st January,
and that, on that date, probably £180,000
of the £651,000 would remain in the hands
of the Government. The Treasurer disputed the assumption, and asserted that the
whole amount would be absorbed by the 1st
January. In making that assertion, the
Treasul'er went beyoml the document
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furnished by his officers by £108,000. The
Treasurer had suggested that, if he (Mr.
Mirams) were to transact his private business in the way in which he suggested the
public business should be transacted, he
would soon get into difficulties. He was
quite satisfied that while it was perfectly
just for the Treasurer to tell the country that
£635,000 was payable on account of contracts for rolling-stock and rails by the 1st
January, if he had wanted to do justice to his
predecessor he ought to have said that, although £635,000 was the amount asked for,
in all probability the amount required would
be £200,000 less. (Mr. Gillies-" That
would not be true.") It would be true.
(Mr. McIntyre-" Which is right?") It
was only the event that would show which
statement was absolutely true. He had it
on the authority of Mr. Lavater and other
officers of the Railway department that
£450,000 would probably cover the amount
which would have to be sent to London and the
amount which would have to be paid in the
colony on account of rolling-stock and rails
by January next. Then the Treasurer said
that he informed the Committee of Supply
the other night that he would be able to raIl
back on the Treasurer's cash balance to make
good any deficiency which might arise in his
finances; but the honorable gentleman dill
not tell the committee until the admission
wad elicited by questions put by him (Mr.
Mirams) that to a certain extent he would
be able to use the Treasurer's cash balance
after it had been replenished to the tune of
£650,000 to satisfy liabilities on railway account falling due before January next. These
were the only points worth any consideration
or reply which the Treasurer took up; and
honorable members and the country might
be left to determine how far they were an
answer to the statements which he (Mr.
Mirams) put before the committee earlier in
the evening.
The amendment was negatived, and the
motion was agreed to.
The resolution was then reported to the
House.
APPROPRIATION BILL.
The resolution passed in Committee of
vVays and Means was considered and
adopted.
Authority being given to Mr. Service and
Mr. Kerferd to introduce a Bill to carry out
the resolution,
Mr. SERVICE brought up a Bill "to
apply a sum out of the consolidated revenue
to the service of the year ending the last
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day of June, 1883, and to appropriate the
Supplies granted in this session of Pm'liament," and moved that it be read a first
time.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was thell read a first and second
time, and committed.
Several formal amendments were made in
the schedules.
The Bill was then reported with amendments.
RAILvVAY EXPENDITURE.
The House having gone into committee,
Mr. GILLIES moved"That the following estimate of expenditure
which the Board of Land alld Works proposes
to incur during the year ending 30th June, 1883.
under the Loan Act 1881 and Act No. 748, for
the undermentioned purposes, be agreed to by
the committee :Holling-stock, plant, &c.
... £250,000
:Surveys ...
12,000
Workshops
5,600
£267,000 "

Mr. B'ENT asked the Minister of Railwavs whether it was the fact that rails impo;ted for llew lines had been used on the
railway between Ballarat and Ararat?
Mr. GILLIES said, if anything of the
kind had been done, the fact ought to be
known to the honorable member. However,
he would endeavour to answer the question
if it were repeated the following day.
The resolution was agreed to, and was
reported to the House and adopted. .
EXPIRING LAWS CONTINUATION
BILL.
The House went into committee to consider the Governor's message on this sub.
ject, presented on March 1.
Mr. KERFERD moved"That it is expedient that an appropriation be
made out of the consolidated revenue for the
purpose of a Bill to continue various expiring

laws."
Th, resolution was agreed to, and was
reported to the House and adopted.
On the motion of Mr. KERFERD, the
Expiring Laws Continuation Bill was read
a second time, and committed.
On clause 2, authorizing the continuance
in force, until the end of the next session of
Parliament, of the laws relating to drawbacks, diseases in stock, and fences,
Mr. G RA VE S expressed the hope that
the Attorney.General would take into consideration the desirability of amending the
Diseases in Stock Act. The matter was
most important, and he belie\7ed that a Bill
had been drafted to deal with the subject.
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Mr. KERFERD said he would look into
the matter.
The Bill, having been gone through, was
reported' to the House without amendme11t,

and was afterwards read a third time and
passed.
LOAN CORRESPONDENCE.
Mr. PATTERSON moved"That there be laid before this House copies
of all the correspondence, by telegram or otherwise, between the Agent-G-eneral and the late
Government, connected with the loan under
Act No. 717."

Mr. ZOX seconded the motion, which was
agreed to.
STATUTE OF TRUSTS.
AMENDMENT BILL.
Mr.
ALKER (in the absence of Mr.
VVRIXON) moved the second reading of this
Bill. He observed that the measure was
simply a transcript of a section of an English Act which gave power to trustees to invest trust funds on securities of real estate
unless they were expressly forbidden to do
so by the will under which they acted. The
Imperial Act went further than the Bill proposed to do, as it empowered trustees to invest trust funds in various other securities
to which the Bill did not apply. The measure had been pasRed by the LegiRlative
Council, and he trusted there would be no
objection to it.
.
.
Mr. HARPER remarked that the Bill
was before the House last session, when it
was in charge of the present AttorneyGeneral. At the present time, unless trustees were specially empowered by the will to
invest money on mortgages of freehold property they hau no power to do so, and they
must invest the money under their charge in
Government debentures. He thought the
1,ower asked for by the Bill was one which
should be accorded, and there was no danger
to be apprehended from the measure. He
llOped the House would pass the measure
at once, as it would be unfortunate if it bad
to be delayed until another session.
Mr. ZOX expressed the hope that before
passing the measure the House would take
some time for its consideration. The matter
with which it dealt was one of very serious
imp'ortance, for the greatest care should be
taken with regard to the power given to
trustees to deal with trust funds. It was
not an exceptional case that when money
was lent on mortgage, and the mortgagee
had to foreclose, he suffered serious loss.
He . hoped the Bill would not be hurried
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through the Homle, as there were one 01' two
important points involved in it.
Mr. BURROWES objected to the Bill
going further at present, as he had been told
that it would affect some important trusts.
Mr. SERVICE said he held a strong
opinion that this Bill should not be passed
without full discussion, because it really altered the law in a most important point. If
it became law, although a testator might wish
to have his money invested in Government
securities for t.he benefit of his children, unless he expressly forbade his executors to
invest the money in other directions, after
his death the executors might invest it in a
way he never contemplated. Again, a lawyer
engaged in drawing up a will might not be
careful to insert the express prohibition without which this measure could be made use of,
and then, although the testator might have
no intention of his money being invested in
other than Government seeurities, his executors, after his death, could invest it in
mortgages on real estate. It was well known
that within the last five or six years some of
the shrewdest business lllen ill Melbourne
had invested money in mortgages on freehold property which, when the security fell
into their hands, did not realize the full
amount of the mortgage. He was informed
that the honorable member for Warrnambool, who was unfortunately absent, expressed a very strong opinion against the
Bill last session, and, under all the circumstances, }1e (Mr. Service) would suggest to
the honorable member for Boroondara the
desirability of affording more time for the
consideration of the question. He did not
say that it was not very desirable that something should be done in the matter similar
to what had been done in England, but, in
view of the fact that there was to be a new
session shortly, it would be best to hold the
matter over for the present.
Mr. RICHARDSON hoped the Bill would
be withdrawn. No reasons had been given
for passing it, while strong reasons hatl
been given by the Premier for not proceeding with it. Another objection was that
the measure was retrospective, in so far
that if an investment had been made
in real securities, if it was in other respects
reasonable and proper, it was to be held to
be valid. Trustees who might have already
made investments in real securities which
they were now not able to realize upon to the
full extent would thus be held by the measure
to have acted legally and properly, although
the will gave them no power to make such
investments. No doubt it was always a good
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11rima facie case in favour of a Bill that it
was a transcript of an English measure, but
in some matters the circumstances of this
colony and those of England were not at
all alike. He thought that, when the Imperial Parliament was asked to make the
measure retrospective, a statement must
have been given of the particular cases
which it was intended to affect in a retrospective manner, and a similar statement
made. to the Assembly might justify their
taking similar action.
Mr. O. YOUNG considered that some
explanation was required as to the retrospective effect of the Bill. At present trustees
were at perfect liberty to invest trust money
in real securities.
(Mr. Walker-" There
is no power to invest in real securities unless
power is given under the will.") He apprehended that in many wills it was left to
the discretion of the trustees to invest the
corpus of the trust in the best securities
they could find.
Mr. M. H. DAVIES said he thought it
would be scarcely fair fo those who had
brought the Bill to its present stage if they
were asked to postpone it until another
sessio11. The matter had been more or less
under the consideration of the public for a
considerable time, and the Bill had been
twice passed by the Legislative Oouncil, so
that it could not be said the question was
being hurriedly dealt with. It was well
known that testa,tors frequently mllde their
wills without specifying the method in which
they desired the money they left to be invested, and, at present, in such cases the
trustees were unable legally to invest the
money5n the manner now proposed-namely,
in mortgages on real securities. The ways
in which such money could be invested were
very limited, and the result was that the
trustees were not able to make the best use
possible of the funds in their charge. The
Bill if passed would certainly take a great
deal of trouble off the shoulders of trustees,
and enable them to invest trust moneys to
great advantage, while, at the same time, it
would not relieve them altogether from liability unless such investments were" in other
respects reasonable and proper." If it was
proved that trustees had shown great carelessness or indiscretion, they would still be
guilty of a breach of trust. The change
proposed by the Bill was adopted in England as far back as IS5!), and, as it had been
found to work exceedingly well there,]1C
thought it was quite time it was introduced
in Victoria. It was found necessary in England to make the measure in some l'cspect
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retrospective, and it was well known that
in this colony at the present time a great
number of trustees really broke the law. by
investing trust money in mortgages although
not specially empowered to do so. In fact they
were compelled to take this course or let the
money lie at alow rate of interest, and, in their
desire to do their best for those for whom
they were acting, they tpok the responsibility on their own shoulders, and, although
improperly, yet with the best of motives,
violated the law, and ran the risk of investing the money under their charge in a way
which yielded a very good return-namely;
in securities of real property. ~he statement of the honorable member for Kyneton
showed that it was the common belief that
trustees were entitled to do this, although
that was a popular error. (Mr. O. Y oung" It is the practice.") No doubt, and the
practice had sprung up almost from neceEsity, and the fact of such a necessity existing was a strong reason why the Bill should
be passed. Moreover, notwithstanding that
so large an amount of money was invested
in this way contrary to the law, trustees
exercised so much caution that very few
cases indeed were heard of in the law
courts of trustees being brought to book for
wasting trust funds over property investments, and this fact clearly showed th~t,
if trustees were given the power proposed in
the Bill, they would not improperly usc it.
Besides, if any testator objected to his
money being invested in this way, it would
be easy for him to put a clause in his will
to that effect. He trusted that the Bill
would be allowed to pass its second reading,
at all events.
Mr. OOOPER said he quite agreed with
those honorable members who asked for It
postponement of the Bill. It dealt with
larger interests than appeared on the face of
it, because it would have a retrospective
effect to the extent that all trusts now
existing, and all wills now made, would be
brought under its operation. Trustees who
had at present the money under their
charge invested in Government securities
would, under this measure, be able to withdraw it and invest it in mortgages in real
estate, perhaps contrary to the intention·of
the testators, unless they had been expressly
prohibited from doing so. To show the
danger of investing trust money in real
estate, he might point out that there were
townships in the colony which were formerly
flourishing and in which property at one
time appeared very valuable, whereas they
had now almost disappeared, and property

262

Statute oj Trusts

[ASSEMBLY.]

Amendment Bili.

in them was practically worth nothing. and proper thing to do, it was allowable
Wood's Point had been mentioned to him to suppose that there was a general public
as an instance of this kind only that opinion to the same effect. Such action,
evening. A few years ago, investments in however, was not legal, unless express
real property by trustees might have been power to invest in mortgages on real
considered· "reasonable and proper," but property was given in the will, and what
if such investments had been made the trust the Bill proposed to do was to make such
estate would now have seriously dwindled investments legal, unless they were expressly
away in value, to the injury of the children forbidden in the will. The fact that the
whom the money was intended to support. measure had worked well in ~~ngland for
He thought it behoved the House, in the many years was a proof that it would work
interests of the general public, to be exceed- well here, but, at the same time, he had no
ingly careful in introducing such an inno- wish to force the measure on the House, and
vation as that proposed, and he, therefore, therefore he would withdraw itfor the present.
begged to move the adjournment of the
The order for the second reading of the
debate.
Bill was discharged from the paper.
Mr. MASON remarked that he had much
MELBOURNE TRAMWAY AND
pleasure in seconding the motion for the
OMNIBUS OOMPANY'S BILL.
adjournment of the debate. At so late a
period of the session it would be most unwise
The SPEAKER announced that His
to rnsh through an important measure of Excellency the Governor 11ad been pleased
this kind which affected large interests of to approve of the standing order adopted by
women and children. He l1ad had some the House on the 12th inst., with reference
painful experience of the wanton negligence to the Melbourne Tramway and Omnibus
of trustees in dealing with trust moneys, he Oompany's Bill.
and his family having been almost ruined
by the misapplication of trust funds. In RAIL WAY CONSTRUOTION BILL.
Mr. MASON asked the Premier whether
view of the importance of the interests inTolved in the Bill, the House should very the Government were prepared to do in the
fully inquire into the question, and not con- case of the Railway Oonstruction Bill of
sent to take a leap in the dark. It had the late Government what they had done
always been the practice of the House not to in the case of the Melbourne Tramway and
rush through important measures at the end Omnibus Oompany's Bill of last sessionof a session, and it was a mere waste of time namely, to reinstate it on the notice-paper
for the honorable member for Boroondara to of the House? No doubt the Railway
expect the House to pass the Bill under Oonstruction Bill left the Assembly and
present circumstances. He (Mr. Mason) went to another place, but, as the Premier
knew a case in which trustees had lent knew, there was a method of getting at a
money on property the value of which was Bill which was so situated, and he wished to
a long way below the amount of the mort- know whether during the present sesssion
gage, and he fully concurred with the re- the Government intended to " search" for
marks of the honorable member for Oreswick the Railway Bill ami reinstate it on the
(Mr. Ooopet') regarding trustees lending notice-paper? The reason he asked the
money on property on the gold-fields, and question was that the matter was one which
then defending themselves behind local valu- largely affected his constituency and the
ations, perhaps made by interested parties. whole of the country districts.
Mr. SERVIOE remarked that the Mel.
If the honorable member for Boroondara
desired to make any progress with the Bill bourne Tramway and Omnibus Oompany's
next session, the best thing he could do Bill was a private Bill, and it was necessary
would be to desist from attempting to force to take the course referred to by the honorable member in order to save it from having
the House to pass it now.
Mr. WALKER observed that reasons to go again through its preliminary stages,
had been given for passing the measure which were very tedious and expensive.
which he considered propel' and sufficient. Such a course had never been adopted either
As a matter of fact, trustees were now in- in England or this colony with respect to a
vesting trust moneys in mortgages on real public Bill. The matter had not been under
estate where the will gave them no power to the consideration of the GoYernment, but
do so, and, from the fact that the honorable he could say that at present they certainly
member for KYlleton, a late Minister of the had no intention of taking any such step as
Crown, considered that that was a reasonable that indicated by the honorable member.
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PUBLIC HEALTH STATUTE.
Mr. LAURENS said he desired to call
the attention of the Government to the
great necessity which existed for an amendment of the Public Health Statute 1865,
and he hoped they would prepare a comprehensive measure on the subject during the
recess. The local bodies were completely
paralyzed owing to the defects in the present
Health Act.
The House adjourned at twenty-eight
minutes past ten o'clock.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
Wednesday, Ap1'il 18, 1883.
Elections a.nd Qualifications Committee-Colour Blindness
-Fisheries Law Continuance Bill-Expiring Laws
Continuation Bill-Railways Additional Works BillFrench Penal Settlement in the New Hebrides-Purchase of Kensington Hill"""'7Kerang Public BuildingsThe Hon. P. Hanna and the Melbourne Harbour Trust
-Officers of the Council-Payment of Members BillAppropriation Bill.

-----

The PRESIDENT took the chair at twentyfive minutes to five o'clock p.m., and read
the prayer.
ELECTIONS COMMITTEE.
The PRESIDENT laid upon the table
his warrant appointing the Honorables R.
S. Anderson, J. Balfour, G. F. Belcher, F.
S. Dobson, 'V. E. Hearn, G. Meares, and
W. E. Stanbridge as the Committee of
Elections and Qualifications.
COLOUR BLINDNESS.
The Hon. 'Y. ROSS asked the Minister
of Justice whether steps had been taken to
test the eye-sight of the engine-drivers and
signalmen on the railways with respect to
colour blindness? It must be evident that
such a test was absolutely necessary.
The Hon.R. S. ANDERSON said he believed that the matter had been attended to,
but he could not make a positive statement
on the subject. However, he considered the
question of so much importance that he
would draw the attention of the Minister of
Railways to it.
FISHERIES LA'V CONTINUANCE
BILL.
This Bill was received from the Legislative Assembly, and, on the motion of the
Hon. R. S. ANDERSON, was read a first
time.
Mr. ANDERSON moved the second
reading of the Bill. He observed that there

Oontinuance hill.

were a number of laws which llad been
passed by Parliament which were limited in
their duration, and it had been the custom
hitherto at the end of each session to pass a
measure continuing them to the end of the
following session. Besides the preseI!~ Bill,
a message would be announced from another
place transmitting a Bill for the continuation
of the Fencing Statute, the Drawbacks Act,
the Diseases in Stock Act, and some other
measures. He confessed that for his part
he did not see why these laws had not boen
permanently dealt with, and he trusted that,
during the next session of Parliament, such
action would be taken as would render it unnecessary to continue the custom of passing
a measure for the continuation of expiring
laws at the close of each session.
The Hon. 'V. E. HEARN remarked
that it wa.s not a very convenient practice
to rush Bills of this kind through the
Council, but there was no doubt that it
had been the invariable custom of the
House to pass these continuation Bills at
the end of a session-in fact, it was absolutely necessary that they should be passed,
in order to avoid great inconvenience. He
did not see, therefore, that there was any
reason to object to the course proposed
on the present occasion, but he quite agreed
with the Minister of Justice that the
time had arrived when many of the laws
included in these Continuation Billssuch as the Diseases in Stock Act and the
Fencing Statute-should be permanently
dealt with.
Mr. ANDERSON stated that he thought
he could guarantee that, in future, matters
of the present nature would be placed before
the Council at such a period of the session
as would. enable them to be thoroughly
considered.
The Hon. vy. A. ZEAL observed that
he questioned whether the comse now being
taken had been adopted by the Council on
previous occasions. Neither the present
Bill nor the measure to continue other expiring laws was on the notice-paper. He
also understood that the Council were to
be asked to deal with a most important Bill
authorizing the construction of certain railway works, which measure did not appeal'
on the notice-paper. It seemed to him that
the Council would be abrogating its functions if it allowed important business to be
brought before it, and dealt with, of which
honorable members had received no notice
whatever. He saw no reason W]lY the
Government should have determined to pro. rogue Parliament in such a hasty manner as
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to ptevent the Council giving due consideration to the measures submitted to it. Apart
from the convenience of the Government,
there was no necessity that he knew of for
Parliament being prorogued on the following
day. Members of the Oouncil had met to
do their duty, and, if they allowed important
measures to pass without proper consideration, they would not be doing their duty.
The motion was agreed to.
. The Bill was then read a second time, and
was afterwards passed through its remaining
stages.
EXPIRING LA VVS CONTINUATION
BILL.
This Bill was received from the Legislative
Assembly, and, on the motion of the Hon.
R. S. ANDERSON, was read a first time,
and was. afterwards passed through its
remaining stages.
RAILWAYS ADDITIONAL WORKS
BILL.
This Bill was received from the Legislative
Assembly.
The Hon. F. T. SARGOOD moved the
first reading of the Bill. He observed that
it would perhaps be convenient to honorable
membcrs if he departed from the usual custom and explained the circumstances connected with the measure at the present stage.
Honorable members could then determine
whether they would allow the second reading
to be ta.ken that evening, or whether they
wished it to be postponed until the following
day.
The PRESIDENT.-I must point out
t.o the honorable member that the course he
proposes to take is not in accordance with
parliamentary usage. It is quite usual for
a statement to be made when an honorable
membtr moves for leave to introduce a Bill,
but the first reading of a measure is invariably
taken without any observation whatever.
The motion was agreed to.
The· Bill was then read a first time.
Mr. SARGOOD, with the leave of the
House, moved that the Bill be now read a
second· time. He said-Mr. President, in
connexion with this measure, I wisll to remind honorable members that at the end-of
last session this House Ilad before it the wellknown Railway Construction Bill, to which
considerable attention was given, and which
embraced a large number of lines, both
suburban and country. The dissolution
brought that Bill to a sudden end, but,
previously, anticipating that it· would become law, the late Government deemed it
advisable to proceed w.ith certain works
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included in it, feeling pretty certain that they
would be ultimately legalized. The present
Government, on taking office, soon found
themselves in the position of having works
in progress for which there was no legal
authority, and they had therefore to determine on taking one of two courses-eitller to
stop the works or to introduce a measure
legalizing what had been done and enabling
those works to be continued .to completion.
Not a few of the works were being carried
out under contracts, and it is well known
that to cancel a contract would involve
considerable loss and perllaps litigation.
Under the circumstances, the Government
deemed it the better course to introduce
the present short measure, which has been
passed by the Assembly and is now submitted to this House. I will briefly explain
the provisions of the measure. The first
two clauses, as llOnorable members will see,
are merely formal: Clause 3, which is an
exact copy of clause 4 in the Railway Bill
of last session, is for the purpose of authorizing the completion of the duplication of
the tramway in Flinders-street to connect
the Spencer-street and Flinders-street stations. The money required for this work,
£5,000, has been provided in Act No. 72!),
of which £2,500 has been already spent.
Clause 4 is a copy of clause 5 in the Railway Bill, and it embraces several works.
In the first place, it provides for the work
in connexion with the new bridge over the
Yarra at the Falls. The new bridge will
carry the lines at a somewhat different angle
from the present one, and it is also intended
to raise the railway 8 feet between Moraystreet and Clarendon-street, in order to get
greater headway where the very inconvenient
culvert at Moray-street is at present situated., and to construct another culvert in
line with Clarendon-street. Under the
scheme of the Railway department, there
will really be a railway viaduct 150 feet long,
under which vehicles of any kind will be
able to pass with ease. Provision for the
necessary expenditure is made in Acts No.
729 and No. 731, but the work has not been
authorized, although a portion of it has been
done. I may mention that the bridge is to
have four lines of rails in order to keep the
Melbourne and St. Kilda and Melbourne
and Sandridge traffic separate. At present,
although both the Sandridge and St. Kilda
railways are double lines, the traffic on each
of them has to pass over a single line of
rails at the bridge, and thus there is a great
risk of accident, which will be obviated when

the new bridge is constructed. The clause
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also provides for two additional lines of rails
between Flinders-street station and South
Yarra station, and the slteration of the
present line from South Yarra station to
Chapel-street. As honorable members are
aware, the danger or the present plan of
connecting the Gippsland line with Flindersstreet has recently been shown bya very serious
accident being narrowly escaped. It is, consequently, intended to take the railway through
behind South Yarra station and to connect it
with the existing Gippsland line lower down,
thus doing away with the very dangerous
cutting. It is also intended that at Swanstreet there shall be ultimately six lines of
rails, so as to keep the Lillydale, Oaldeigh,
Gippsland, and Brighton traffic distinct.
At present only four lines will be provided,
but power is taken to construct two further
lines, and to obtain sufficient land for the
purpose. A considerable portion of this
work has been done, but the great alteration at Swan-street cannot be properly
completed until further funds are available.
The terms of the clause will a.lso legalize
the work already done in constructing second
lines of rails between the 'Vindsor and
Brighton Beach stations, and between the
Newmarket and Seymour stations. The
other clauses of the Bill are so many copies
of the several clauses of the original Bill
which gave power to the railway authorities
to take land and make deviations, and declared that nothing should alter or vary any
of the provisions contained in the Acts
Nos. 86 and 360. I may mention that the
money, the expenditure of which the Bill
will sanction, is made available under the
Acts Nos. 701 and 729.
The Hon. VV. A. ZEAL.-Sir, I don't
like to offer any objection to the proposals
of the Government, but it seems to me that
the Bill involves the construction of works
of a most important as well as expensive
character. The effect of carrying them out
will be indeed to remodel a number of our
existing railways, especially the suburban
lines concerned; and I think, therefore,
that before the question is further entertained the Government should give us information which would enable us to judge
whether the projected. alterations are or are
not absolutely necessary, and whether it is
proposed to undertake them in the proper
way. Take, for instance, the new railway
bridge over the Falls, which every honorable
member will doubtless agree is urgently
required, if only to prevent the accumulation of flood waters in the Upper Yarra.
Surely, before that bridge is built, the
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Melbourne Harbour Trust should be consulted. They have gone to the expense of
getting a very eminent engineer to report
on the best method of relieving the river of
its flood waters, and I imagine they ought
to pe asked whether the water-way the
Government propose is sufficient. If the
new bridge will contract the water-way, it
will be useless for the trust to widen the
river below in order to improve its navigation. That is a point honorable members
will do well to grapple with, and I think
that, instead of the Bill being pressed
forward as it is, we ought to have at
least a week for its propel' consideration.
Again, there are the proposed "'orks in connexion with the South Yarra junction.
From my point of view, the Government
would do better if they abandoned that
junction altogether, and, leaving it to the
north, carried the line right up through
Hawksbul'l1. Whatever junction works arc
undertaken at South Yarra, that point will
always remain one of danger and difficulty,
and no person travelling from Gippsland to
Melbourne will be able to feel safe in passing
it. Everyone knows the heavy gradient from
Gardiner to South Y firra, and that in the case
of a heavy fog,for example, there will be little
to prevent a most tremendous and appalling
accident. Surely then, if the Government
are prepared to spend a large sum of money
on this portion of the Oakleigh Hailway,
now is the time f<n' them to take the Council
into their confidence, and submit their plans
for our approval. I come next to the
duplication of the Brighton line, respecting
which there is an arrangement to which
Mr. Sargood did not allude, but it seems to .
me extremely dangerous. At present the
traffic from Swan-street is carried into the
Flinders-street station under the Fish
Market arch, where, although there arc
two lines, each train crosses over in such a
way that practically the whole business of
the railway is concentrated on one pail' of
rails. I would like to know how the Government propose to deal with that difficulty.
It is of no use continuing ihe meddling and
muddling that has gone on with respept to
those lines for years past, vast sums of money
having been spent without any complete
design. I think the Government ought, in
their own interest as well as in that of the
country, to refrain from hurrying the Bill
on, at all events until they have fully
acquainted us with what they intend to
do under it. I am satisfied that every
member of the Council who allows the
measure to pass into law without the most
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complete inquiry into the nature of the works
it will authorize will incur a heavy responsibility. As for closing the session tomorrow, no reason for that course has been
given, and I think we ought not to allow
the House to be prorogued unduly. Why
scarcely one of us knew when the prorogation would take place until we saw the date
announced in the daily prints. If I am
supported, I will myself prevent the Bill
from being read a third time to-night.
The Hon. C .. J. HAM.-Mr. President,
there are grave reasons, in addition to those
put forward by Mr. Zeal, why the House
should have more time to consider this Bill.
Mr. Sarg'f)od told us that clause 3 was a
copy of clause 4 of the original Bill, but he
omitted to point out that, while both clauses
provided for a temporary line between the
Spencer-street and Flinders-street stations
until a permanent viaduct is constructed,
no provision is made in the present Bill for
any viaduct at all j consequently we have not
the assurance which we llad under the Bill
of last session that the so-called temp.orary
line would be only a very temporary affair.
Honorable members should recollect that in
working the existing line between the Spencer-street and Flinders-street stations several grave accidents have occurred, causing
loss of life and limb, and the payment of
Im'ge sums in the shape of compensation for
injury. I trust the Bill will not be carried
beyond its second reading to .night.
The Hon. W. E. HEARN.-Sir, I am
quite ready to assist the Government in
carrying through with speed measures which,
although urgent, are either of a merely
formal nature, or of such a character that
discussing them here could lead to no practical result. For example, I have always
thought that this House might fairly go out
of its way to pass rapidly either a Money
Bill or one for the re-enactment of an expiring law, although I hope that scarcely any
proceeding even of that sort will be required
of us in the future. But the case is different with a substantive Bill like the present,
to which the Melbourne Oorporation object,
and with respect to which Mr. Zeal has
pointed out several serious difficulties. Oonsequently I am afraid that if the Government
wish to carry the measure this session they
must let this Ohamber, at all events, sit a
week or a fortnight longer. If they cannot
spare us that amount of time, let them withdraw the Bill altogether.
The Hon. R. S. ANDERSON.-Mr.
President, I do not say that what I am
about to refer to ought to have the authority
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of a precedent, but I beg to remind honorable members that the' Bill is so urgent that
the Assembly passed it through all its stages
in one night. Its provisions have been
already described as important, but I go so
far as to assert that they are of very great
importance, both for the saving of life, and
the prevention of injury to persons and property, and that, consequently, it is most
desirable that they should receive legislative
sanction without delay. As for the prorogation taking place to-morrow, the Government thought, when they made that arrangement, that it would give ample time for
everything, but, at almost the last moment,
the Minister of Railways discovered that it
would be very disadvantageous if certain
operations were not at once duly authorized.
Most of the works mentioned in the Bill are
now actually going on, and, as my honorable
colleague in the representation 0.£ the Government has stated, almost all of them
practically received the assent of the Oouncil
in connexion with various clauses of the
Railway Bill of last session. On the other
hand, every preparation for the prorogation
is complete, and it would be most awkward
to postpone it. Supposing, however, that
it was delayed for a week, what additional
information concerning the works could honorable members expect to gain in the interval? For example, what more could they
learn with respect to the proposed elevation
of the level of the Moray-street bridge over
the Yarra by 8 feet? The bridge will then
be as high above the wa,ter as possible, and
what more could the Harbour Trust want?
I may state that, with the additional headway that will be allowed for flood waters,
and the additional depth it is intended to
give to the stream, matters will be in future
very different from what they are now.
Although the portion of the Yarra in question is not now under the jurisdiction of the
Harbour Trust, I hope that some day it will
be. Again, with respect to the point raised by
Mr. Zeal, which is in effect that the embankment at Prince's-bridge should be pierced to
make room for an additional line of rails, I
may remind him that the whole case he sets
up will be met by the construction of the new
Prince's-bridge, for which tenders have already been called, and which will include
making the fullest provision for additional
railway tracks running out of the Flindersstreet and Spencer-street stations. For the
circumstance that the works are already in
progress the Government cannot be blamed,
nor could operations be stopped without
great loss. In my opinion they ought not
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to be stopped, because it is, in every instance,
most necessary that they should be completed at the earliest moment. As a matter of fact, if the Council will not assent to
the Bill thc Government will have to go on
as heretofore, and to rely upon the sanction
they now ask for being given next session;
but it is greatly to be wished that it should
be obtained forthwith. If honorable mem~
bel's, seeing that the present emergency
which was created by the recent dissolution
of Parliament is grave enough to justify
them in doing so, will forego their objection,
in which I greatly share, to passing this
Bill without giving it the fullest possible
consideration, I, with my honorable colleague, will assure them that we will do our
utmost to procure them ample time for the
consideration of every measure we may in
future ask them to pass.
The Hon. J. A. W ALLACE.-Sir, I
am sorry to be in the position of having to
vote against the Government, but, for my
part, I would like to oppose every Railwa.y
Bill until the Railway department is placed
under a commission. There appears, at the
present time, to be mismanagement all over
our railways. For example, look at the
Brighton line, in connexion with which semaphores and watch-boxes are continually being
erected and taken down again, and thousands
of redgum sleepers are being replaced by
sleepers of white timber, although everyone
knows that the former wood will last five
times as long as the latter, and that the old
sleepers are actually more fit for their work
than the new ones. The engineers who
carryon like that must either be mad or
interested in a saw-mill. A s for the Oakleigh
line coming in from South Yarra, I and Mr.
Sargood were the only members of this
House who utterly opposed that plan from
the very first, and advocated that the junction
should be at Elsternwick. What, however,
was done? The Government of the day, to
please Mr. Munro, who made a great fortune
out of the business, decided upon fixing the
junction at South Yarm, and from that
arrangement the whole of the misfortunes
of the line have arisen. A junction at
Elsternwick would have cost £100,000 less
than the one at South Yarm, and been infinitely less expensive to work, whereas there
is now to be a new junction at South Yarm,
costing some £70,000 or £80,000. I have
great faith in the present Minister of Railways, but I don't believe that the works
now going on were devised on any com prellensive plan. Why have we no maps before
us indicating the character of the additional
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communication between the Spenc3r and
Flinders streets stations that is to be provided? How are the country districts faring
all this time? The other day I was in a
district admirably suited to the growth of
hops or tobacco, and I asked why, under such
circumstances, it was devoted to grass.
What was the reply I received? " How
can we grow hops or tobacco, or even grain,
when all the labour of the district is taken
away to railway work, which teaches the
men bad habits; and, moreover, requires
them for such. short hours, and affords them
such high wages, that no offer we can make
to them would be looked at?" I repeat
that it is impossible for our railway interests
to advance with our railways managed as
they are. Last year the Brighton line paid
! per cent., but I venture to say that the
profit of the following year will not be fcrper cent. I will almost bet that it takes
all its earnings to pay its working expenses.
I know the present Government' are anxious
to do their best, and I hope they will take
immediate steps to place the State railways
in the hands of a commission.
The Hon. J. LORIMER.-Mr. l?resident, I trust honorable members will go so
far as to read the Bill a second time, but I also
hopf! that when it is in committee the Government will consent to strike out the portions
of it that may be regarded as objectionable
rather than lose the whole measure. I am
sorry the Minister of .Justice did not attempt
to meet the point raised by Mr. Ham, because it will hardly do to overlook the fact
that the Railway Bill of last session promised
that eventually the Spencer-street and Flinders-street stations should be joined by a
viaduct, whereas the present Bill proposes
simply an addition to the existing junction
line, which can be worked only with great
danger, a1;ld is moreover an unmitigated n uisance and a great obstacle to the traffic from
the wharfs. Do the Government propose to
go on with the viaduct immediately?
Mr. SARGOOD.-Not immediately.
Mr. LORIMER.-Well, I don't think
that the present line between the two stations
ought on any account to be added to, and
when the Bill is in committee I will ask the
Government to strike out clause 3.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then read a second time, and
committed.
Discussion took place on clause 3, which
was as follows : "It shall be lawful for the board to make and

maintain until a permanent viaduct be hereafter

authorized and constructed in the line and upon
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the lands described in the 1st schedule hereto
room for two lines; and, speaking for conand within an)' deviation thereof as herein pro- . stituents who viewed with -alarm the convided an addItional line of railway to that
authorized by the Melbourne Railway Stations templated obstruction to traffic to and from
Junction Act 1879, commencing in the Spencer- the wharfs, he considered that the clause
street railway station ground and terminating
should be withdrawn.
in the Flinders-street railway station ground,
Mr. W ALLAOE observed that he was
and all proper works and conveniences in connexion therewith. The lands to be used for the glad to find that the Government were
additional line of railway by this section authorized shall not exceed three yards in width, and asking for authority to construct works bethe expenditure for the construction of the same fore they were executed, because the rule had
shall not exceed £5,000. The construction of the
been to expend money first, and to ask tIle
said additional line of railway and the traffic and
sanction of the Oouncil to the expenditure
haulage thereon shall be carried out in the same
manner and subject to the same conditions and afterwards. Seeing that the clause involved
regulations as the construction and the traffic only a small expenditure, he thought it
and haulage respectively are under the Melmight be allowed to pass.
bourne Rail way Stations Junction Act 1879."

J.\IIr. SARGOOD remarked that he would
probably have noticed for himself what Mr.
Ham had pointed out with respect to this
clause had more time been allowed him for
comparing the Bill with the Rail way Bill of
last session. The temporary line would be
used only until the viaduct was constructed,
but when the latter work would be accomplished he could not say. About £2,500
had already been expended upon works
in connexion with the additional line now
asked for, and if the clause was thrown out
the money would be wasted. If, on the other
hand, the extra accommodation was conceded,
the traffic between the two stations could be
carried 011 wholly in the night time.
Mr. ZEAL thought that at any rate the
wording of the clause ought to be altered,
inasmuch as it was capable of too wide a
construction. As for the Government wanting to have certain contracts legalized, the
only real advantage they would gain from
the Bill passing would be that they would
be able to prorogue the Houses. Why,
however, should the Houses be prorogued?
Ministers received large salaries for attending to their work; why then should they
want to close the sittings of Parliament so
soon? Every metropolitan member ought
to object most strongly to the proposal now
submitted. The clause gave the Government power to lay down this temporary line,
and there it ceased, and the temporary line
would be an eye-sore and a nuisance until
such time as the viaduct between Flindersstreet station and Spencer-street was erected.
Mr. LORIMER said he did not think
Mr. Sargood had given sufficient reasons
why the clause should be passed. Although
£2,500 might have been expended in
connexion with the junction between
Flinders-street station and Spencer-street,
there had been no expenditure under contract on account of this additional line. In
some parts of the route there was little

Mr. ANDERSON remarked that the
Minister of Railways was anxious, for the
safety of the public, that the clause should
pass. Nearly the whole of the traffic between the two stations was conducted
during the night. There was hardly any
traffic in the day; and the construction of
the second line would enable the Railway
department to dispense with day traffic altogether-to conduct the whole of the traffic by
night. The clause was, therefore, entirely
in the interests of the public safety.
Mr. LORIMER said, after this explanation, he would withdraw his objection to
the clause.
Mr. HAM suggested Hlat the clause
should be amended so as to provide for the
eventual construction of a viaduct railway.
Mr. SARGOOD said he would be glad
if this could be done, but the Governmeilt
had to cut their coat according to their
cloth. The construction of the viaduct
railway would cost £60,000, and money
was not available for the purpose. With
regard to some of the remarks which had
fallen from Mr. Zeal, he desired to say that
the Government were just as much interested in carrying on public business as
the honorable member. The observation as
to the remuneration of Ministers was somewhat uncalled for. Oertainly it affected him
(Mr. Sargood) very little. With regard to
the prorogation of Parliament, that arrangement was for the convenience not so much
of the Ministry as of the country. The
prorogation was necessary in order that the
Ministry might have time to mature the
measures which they would have to submit
to Parliament next session.
The Hon. J. BUOHANAN urged the
committee to adopt the clause, particularly
as it authorized works which were needed
for the public safety, and which, practically,
were under way.
Mr. ZEAL asked the Minister of J ustice, if the Whole of the passenger and
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Mr. WALLACE suggested that some
information should be afforded the committee as to the source whence the funds
necessary for the works proposed by the
clause would be derived, and expressed the
hope that none of the works would be carried
out by day labour.
Mr. SARGOOD stated that the Ministry
were decidedly in favour of contracts whereever contracts could be let. There had been
no more wasteful expenditure in connexion
with public works than on the works which
had been carried out by day labour. With
respect to the question of funds, he might
mention that for the new bridge over tIle
Yarra, and the raising of the railway 8
feet between Moray-street- and Clarendonstreet, with culverts under the line, Act No.
701 provided .£27,000, and Act No. 729,
It shall be lawful for the board to alter, raise,
nnd widen the existing lines, and to construct £50,000.
For the duplication of lines
additional lines of railway between Flindersstreet station and the Emerald Hill station on from Flinders-street, including those from
South Yarra to Oaldeigh, and Windsor
the St. KildaRailway, and also hetween thejunction of the St. Kilda and Sandridge Hailways and
to Brighton, which had already been conMontague-street on the Sandridge Railway, and
also between Flinders-street station and Oakleigh structed without parliamentary authority,
station on the Gippsland H.ailway, and also be- Act No. 729 provided £62,000; and for
tween Windsor station and Brighton Beach the duplication of tIle North-Eastern line
station on the Brighton Hail way, and also befrom Essendon to Seymour, a portion of
tween Newmarket station and Seymour station
on the North-Eastern Railway, in the lines and which Ilau been completed, while the rest
upon the lands described in the 2nd, Brd, and was now in hand, Act No. 729 provided
4th schedules hereto, and within any deviation
£60,000.
thereof as herein provided, and all proper works
in connexion therewith."
Mr. ZEAL remarked that the flood chanMr. ZEAL observed that under this nel which formerly existed on the south
clause the Government would have power bank of the Yarra had been stopped up at
to expend something like£150,000. Among the instance of the Public VV orks departthe works contemplated was the remodelling ment and the Harbour Trust, and, in conof the South Yarra junction. This would sequence, should Melbourne be visited by a
involve the pulling down of a bridge, the flood similar to that of 1863, one of two
upset of the entire arrangements at South things would probably happen-either there
Yarra station, and the construction of a new would be a clean sweep of the whole of that
line from the Yarra across the open country portion of South Melbourne lying between
to Hawksburn-the route which should have Prince's-bi-idge and Sandridge, or the water
been followed in the first instance. Plans would make for Albert-park lagoon, wash.
of the proposed works had not been pro- ing away houses and destroying human
duced, and honorable members seemed dis- lire, and finding an outlet between Sandridge
posed to pass the Bill without explanation. and St. Kilda.. The evil would be nggraHowever, he would enter his protest against vated by the high bank which the Govel'llthe proceeding.
ment proposed to construct, under the clause,
Mr. SARGOOD remarked that, in the between Flinders-street station and Emerald
course of Mr. Zeal's speech on the second Hill. Before that work was undertaken,
reading, the honorable member urged that the new railway bridge and the Falls-bridge
it was desirable that the Harbour Trust should be built. In fact, the building of
Commissioners should be consulted with those two bridges should be carried on
regard to the new railway bridge across the simultaneously, because there was no use in
Yarra at the Falls. For the honorable the water-way being increased under one
member's information it might be stated bridge unless it was increased also under
that last year a special board, which included the other bridge. Every person who had
Mr. Nimmo, one of the commissioners, and built on the flat to the south of the river,
Mr. Brady, the engineer to the Harbour if he suffered damage from flood, would have
Trust, reported favorably on the proposals good cause of action against the Government
of the Government.
for impeding the flood channel of the Yarra,
goods traffic of the western district could be
carried on a single line, why was it necessary
that there should be two lines to carry only
goods traffic between Flinders-street station
and Spencer-street?
Mr. ANDERSON said two lines were
necessary if the traffic was to be confined to
the night.
Dr. HEARN inquired whether provision
would be made for the construction of the
permanent viaduct as soon as the financial
dIfficulty had been surmounted?
Mr. ANDERSON said the permanent
viaduct would be one of the first works undertaken after the necessary money had been
provided by Parliament.
Discussion took place on clause 4, which
provided as follows : CI
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which they seemed disposed to do rather than
to add to its efficiency.
.
Mr. SARGOOD said he admitted the
danger to which Mr. Zeal referred, but
the fault did not lie either with the present
Government or with the Harbour Trust.
The fault lay with another place, which ought
to have passed, long since, a Bill to amend
the Harbour Trust Act. The difficulty with
regard to the bridges had been foreseen. An
arrangement was now being made between
the Harbour Trust and the Board of Land
and W mks for the construction of a temporary bridge in lieu of the present Fallsbridge, so that the removal of the rocks there
might be proceeded with forthwith. This
temporary bridge would be of an inexpensive
character, thanks to the Harbour Trust,
which had granted the loan of timber, piles,
&c.
Mr. ANDERSON said he would supplement what had fallen from his honorable
colleague by mentioning that the works
which would be carried out in connexion
with the railway bridge would be the means
of making a superior water-way to that now
existing, with the result that the danger
from floods, if not absolutely removed, would
be very much lessened. If the Bill passed,
the Minister of Railways intended to enter
into contracts in the ordinary way, and not
to continue the present day labour system.
Mr. LORIMER remarked that the Harbour Trust Commissioners cordially approved of the proposals of the Government
with regard to the bridge. Of course, until
the new bridges were erected it would be
impossible to remove the old ones or the
obstructions connected with them, and, until
that was done, no effectual scheme for averting floods could be carried out.
Mr. ZEAL said he did not understand
how danger from flood would be averted
while the old flood channels were being
daily filled by silt fished up from the Yarra.
Certainly it was the imperative duty of the
Government to undertake the construction
of the two bridges without delay. It was
more important that they should do this
than that they should go on with the duplication of lines in other directions, or with
the alterations they contemplated at South
Yarra Junction. The bridges could not be
completed for two years, and, if a flood
happened in the meantime, there would be
great disaster in South Melbourne.
The Bill, having been gone through, was
reported without amendment.
On the 'motion of Mr. SARGOOD, the
Bill was read a third time and passed.

F1'ench Penal Settlement.
NEW HEBRIDES.
FRENCH PENAL

SETTLEMENT.

The Hon. J. CAMPBELL.-Mr. President, in the absence of Mr. Balfour, I beg
to call attention to the information recently
telegraphed to the colony that the French
Republic contemplate establishing a penal
settlement in the islands of the New
Hebrides group, and to ask the Minister of
Justice whether the Government of Victoria
will make such representations to Her
Majesty's Government in England of the
very serious objections to such a project as
may have the effect of averting a proceeding
which would be calamitous to the Australian
colonies, as well as to the development of
the resources of the islands themselves?
I think that, if there is one thing which
these colonies ought to be jealous of, it is
the passing of the islands to the north and
north-east of this continent into the hands
of foreign powers. It is bad enough for
those islands to pass into the hands of
foreign powers for the mere purpose of colonization; it is worse for them to pass-as
one of them, containing one of the best
harbours in this hemisphere, has passed by
secret treaty into the hands of Germanyinto the hands of foreign powers for war
purposes; but it is worst of all for such
islands to pass into the hands of a European
nation to be used as rubbish heaps on which
to shoot its criminal filth. I think we
should take strong steps to prevent the
possibility of such a thing as the conversion
of these islands into the penal establishments
of foreign powers. At some future period,
perhaps, I may call the attention of the
House to a much wider question. For the
present I think it right that, as far as we
possibly can, we should take steps to prevent
the French Goverllillent establishing a penal
depot in the New Hebrides. At the same
time I must express my own personal gratification at the very spirited action of the
Queensland Government with regard to New
Guinea. I fear that action will not be
supported by the Imperial Government;
but, whatever may occur with reference to
New Guinea, I hope the Government here
will be able to take some measures by which
the very undesirable proceeding contemplated by the French Government may be
arrested.
The Hon. R. S. ANDERSON.-Sir, I
may state, for the information of the House,
that the Government recognise the importance of the matter referred to in Mr. Campbell's question, and that it is their intention
to recommend His Excellency the Governor
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to open communication with the Imperial . MELBOURNE HARBOUR TRUST.
Government with a view to the taking of
The Hon. J. LORIMER.-Sir, I beg to
such steps as may be necessary-either by ask MI'. Hanna the question of which I have
establishing a protectorate over the islands gh"en notice, namely, whether he means to
or otherwise-to prevent the calamitous take steps, by the appointment of a select
consequences which may be apprehended committee or otherwise, to substantiate the
from the contemplated action of the Freneh truth of his allegation that the Melbourne
authorities.
Harbour Trust Commissioners have abused
their trust and devoted it to their own perKENSINGTON HILL.
sonal interests? As the matter is one which
The Hon. J. A. WALLACE asked the affects myself, I ask the indulgence of the
Minister of Justice if the Government in- House to make a brief statement by way of
tended to appoint a board to investigate the personal explanation. It will be within the
circumstances under which the Kensington recollection of honorable members that,
Hill estate was purchased, and to ascertain during the debate on the second reading of
the reason for the purchase?
the Melbourne Harbour Trust Act AmendThe Hon. R. S. ANDERSON observed ment Bill, Mr. Hanna made an attack on
that, in compliance with requests made to the Harbour Trust Commissioners, nnd
the Minister of Railways and the Minister accused them of having abused their trust,
of Public Works, reports had been furnished and used their position to promote their
with reference to the matter. The more ini- own personal interests. My action on that
portant one was supplied as recently as the occasion has, I find, been very much misprevious night, and therefore the Cabinet understood both inside and outside the
had not had an opportunity of dealing with House. It has been said that, as I was inthe reports, and ascertaining whether they volved in the charge myself, I should have
contained sufficient information. If more immediately given it a denial. My silence
information was needed, it would be open was intentional. . I was very anxious to do
to the House to appoint a select commit- nothing to provoke any hostility to the Bill,
tee next session should such a course be or prevent it going through all its stages
deemed necessary. However, he believed that evening, and hence I remnined silent.
the action taken by the Cabinet would be Another reason which actuated me was that
the means of securing all the information I felt doubtful whether the honorable memwhich could be obtained with respect to the ber really meant what he said. I could not
transaction.
help having a suspicion that the honorable
member was laboring under some temporary
. PUBLIC BUILDINGS AT KERANG. excitement and was scarcely conscious of t.he
The Hon. G. YOUNG asked the Minister grave character of the accusation which he
of Justice when tenders would be called for made against the commissioners. I, howthe erection of public buildings at Kerang? ever, can no longer keep silent on these
The present public buildings were very un- grounds, and honorable members will see
suitable, and they were in a bad state of that it is absolutely necessary that some
repair. New public buildings were promised notice should be taken of this very serious
by the last Berry Government, and also by charge. Possibly they will have observed
the O'Loghlen Government, but nothing that the chairman of the trust, in a letter to
had been done beyond the preparation of the press, has given an absolute a11tl. unqualiplans and specifications. It was urgently fied denial to Mr. Hanna's statement, and
necessary that some action should be taken has challenged him to prove it. As one
to provide Kerang, which was an important intimately connected with the trust, I have
township, with the public-office accommo- personal knowledge of almost everything
which that body has done since its formation,
dation that it needed.
The Hon. R. S. ANDERSON stated and I can confirm the chairman's denial of
that the matter had not been brought under the charge. It seems to me now absolutely
the notice of the present Ministry, and he necessary that Mr. Hanna should either
believed the department of Public Works prove his accusation or withdraw it. It is
was not aware that plans and specifications due to the honorable member's character,
had been prepared. If the honorable mem- and it is due to my character and that of the
ber (Mr. Young) would communicate with other Harbour Trust Commissioners, that
the Minister of Public Works, the matter he should do either one or the other. If
would be considered 1 and de~lt with on its the Harbour Trust Commissioners have
been guilty of abusing their trust, it is high
merits.
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time that the public knew it and that the
delinquents were punished. If, on the otller
hand, the charge is not true, I hope that the
honorable member will fra,nldy acknowledge
that he made a mistake and withdraw the
accusation.
The PRESIDENT.-I wish to point
out that I have allowed Mr. Lorimer to
make a statement because the matter is one
personally affecting himself; but, as there
is no motion before the chair, I must ask
Mr. Hanna to confine his answer to the
question to a simple" Yes" or " No."
The Hon. P. HANNA.-I will confine
myself to a very few words.
The PRESIDENT. - The honorable
member must confine himself to "Yes"
or " No." As there is no motion before
the House, I cannot allow the honorable
member to make a statement.
The Hon. W. A. ZEAL.-Perhaps, with
the leave of the House, the honorable member may make a statement in answering the
question.
The PRESIDENT.-No, not with the
leave of the House. I cannot allow the
law of Parliament to be broken even with
the leave of the House. The honorable
member can give notice of his intention to
bring the matter before the House on another
occasion by submitting a motion, and then
he will be in order in making a statement,
but he will not be in order in doing so
now.
Mr. ZEAL.-Would it not be in order
for me to move that the honorable member
be heard?
The PRESIDENT.-No.
Mr. HANNA. - Under the circumstances, I must decline to commit myself
to any answer to the question.
WATER SUPPLY LOANS BILL.
On the motion of the Hon. R. S.
ANDERSON, this Bill was read a third
time and passed.
OFFICERS OF THE COUNCIL.
The Hon. W. E. HEARN moved"That an address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, requesting that His Excellency will cause such steps to be taken as may
be necessary to make permanent provision, by
legislation, for the higher class of officers of the
Legislative Council, more particularly the President and Chairman of Committees; and for
such other expenses of the Legislative Council
as the amount included in part 4 of Schedule D
to the Constitution Act for 'the Clerk and expenses of the Legislative Council ~ may not be
sufficient to meet."

It would be in the recollection of the House
(said the honorable member) that some time

the Oouncil.

ago a committee was appointed to inquire
into the provision made for the payment of
the principal officers of the Legislative
Council. Its appointment arose out of the
circumstance that the provision made on the
Estimates for the salary of the President
and Chairman of Committees was reduced
by a former Ministry. Of course it was
perfectly apparent that, if the salary of those
officers was liable to be interfered with by
the Government of the day, the business of
the Council could not be carried on with the
freedom and independence which are necessary for the due performance of its duties.
After the report of the committee was
brought up, an address to the Governor
was adopted, requesting that such provision
as he thought fit might be made to meet the
circumstances of the case, and His Excellency was pleased to comply with the advice
of his then Ministers, who proJ!lised that
steps would be taken at an early date to
introduce a suitable Bill on the subject in
another place. Nothing of the kind, however, was done. The then Ministry had
since left office, and it appeared to him (Dr.
Hearn) desirable to again bring the matter
under the attention of the Governor, and of
His ExcellEmcy's present advisers. The importance of the subject was one about wllich
there could be no difference of opinion, nor
did he think honorable members would entertain much difference of opinion as to the
proper mode of proceeding in reference to it.
The only question for them to consider was
how, under present circumstances, they
could best and most effectively move in the
matter. He apprehended that the best course
would be to present an address to the Governor, in accordance with the terms of the
motion, calling the attention of His Excellency and his present advisers to what
formerly took place on the· matter, and requesting their consideration of the whole
question.
The Hon. C. J. HAM seconded the motion, which was agreed to.
PAYMENT OF MEMBERS BILL.
The Hon .•J. CAMPBELL moved the
second reading of the Bill for" reimbursing
members of the Legislative Assembly their
expenses in relation to their attendance ill
Parliament."
He said-Mr. President,
I did not expect to haye to do anything
else in connexion with this measure than to
give a silent vote upon it, but I find myself
called upon to propose the second reading
of tIle Bill, and I propose it with pleasure.
In doing so I will ask the consideration and
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forbearance of honorable members, because are scores of excellent men throughout this
I know that the measure is unpopular- colony-men of good education, men of
that it is not acceptable to the majority of good parts, of wide knowledge and of ripe
the members of this House. It therefore wisdom-w ho would be an ornament to
becomes a somewhat more difficult task for either this House or the other if they were
me to speak on the Bill than it would be members of it, but who are poor men, and,
if I had the sympathies of honorable mem- because they are poor, are therefore unable
bers with me. I do not intend to make any to stand in the position of representatives,
lengthy speech on the subject, because I if the people wish to elect them, 01' would bo
do not think it necessary to go fully into unable if there was no payment of members.
the grounds and arguments in favour of I wish to call the attention of the House to
payment of members, inasmuch as they the fact that one of the greatest evils we
have been well thrashed out on previous have had during the last fifteen years,
occasions. Under the circumstances, I will certainly during the last ten years-and one
content myself by calling attention to what which has been greatly intensified during
I regard as the two principal reasons why the last five years-is the strong class feeling
the measure should be passed. I will ask which has been rampant throughout the
honorable members, first of all, to bear in colony. I rejoice to believe tllat that feeling
mind that there are two forms of govern- is gradually falling away; but it must
ment; one is government for the people, always be remembered that in a very large
and the other is government by the people. section of this community there is an intense
We may take Prussia as an illustration of jealousy of wealth, and there is an intenser
the one, and Switzerland as an illustration jealousy of dictation by wealth. The first
of the other. In those countries we have is an unworthy feeling. Jealousy of wealth
standing face to face two civilized nations is simply the result of envy, a great deal of
in which we have the two sorts of govern- malice, and all uncharitableness, and we can
ment most distinctly marked ; but within have no sympathy with it; but we are comthe broad and comprehensive bosom of the pelled as fair-minded men to have a dislike
British Empire, if I may use the expres- to anything which looks like dictation 011
sion, both forms of government exist. In the part of those who are wealthy. I am
India, we find government for the people ; justified, I believe, in saying that the majority
in other words, the people have no voice at of the members of this House are either
all in their own government. In Aus- wealthy or comparatiyely wealthy men. It
tralia, we find government by the people. therefore behoves us to do nothing which
In other words, the people have all voice would seem like the raising of class feeling,
in their own government. The essential in any shape or form. That feeling having
idea of government by the people is that been slain, or well-nigh slain, we should
the government shall be representative; guard ourselves very carefully against raising
that is to say, the idea, so far as this it up again. There is one argument which
country is concerned, is that the members I would like to address to the majority of
of this House and the members of the other . the members of this House. I think that
Chamber shall represent those who elect us, they believe, as I do, that free-trade is the
and that every man in the community shall natural and normal condition of civilized
have a voice in its government so far as nations; and they will admit that there
the Lower Chamber is concerned, and that should be free-trade in natural forces. That
nearly every man in the community shall is to say, coming back to the idea which I
have a voice in the government so far as expressed a moment ago, they will admit that
we are concerned. The very object and we should not attempt to put any artificial
purpose of this representation is that the barriers in the way of public opinion. Sir,
people shall have free CllOice-that they shall I take it that when public opinion demands
be able to elect whom they wish to represent that certain men shall be put into Parliathem; in other words, that there shall be ment to represent it, if we stand in the way
no artificial barriers to keep out of Parlia- and say-" This shall not be done," we are
ment those whom the people regard as good creating an artificial barrier. It may also be
and proper persons to represent them. If, said that if we attempt to overthrow the
therefore, there are any barriers which are system of payment of members we shall aim
at all artificial, representatiyc government a blow at democracy. We have heard a
is so far interfered with. Now one of the great deal about democracy during the last
most common ani ordinary barriers is the ten years, but unfortunately we have also
simple:and well-known want of cash. There heard a great deal of clap-trap about the
SES. 1883.-U
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liberties of the people being interfered with
by the oligarchical proceedings of the Legis.'
lative Council. I have no sympathy whatever with spurious talk of that description,
which, I am sorry to say, has imposed too
much upon many of the electors of the country.
But there is a real danger of our giving
cause and ground for a cry of that kind if
we reject a measure which seems to me to
be eminently one for the other House to deal
with for themselves. The members of the
Assembly are responsible to the electors who
send them there. They are unquestionably
n democratic House in the largest and widest
sense of the term; we are only partially so,
and if we take a course which will limit the
democracy of the other House we shall give
just cause for complaint against us. In the
last place, I would like above all things to
urge upon honorable members a thought
that in private conversation and otherwise
has been so timely, so wisely, and so well
expressed by older members than myself.
There is now a period of peace and kindly
feeling. An era of good sense seems to have
set in. Throughout the colony there is a
quietness of feeling in connexion with politics such as has scarcely ever existed before.
The bitterness, hatred, rancour, and class
feelings which have been a disgrace to us
during the last ten years are dying away.
Victoria has been the drunken helot of the
colonies in the mad excesses to which it has
gone in its political strife, but now men are
beginning to ask themselves what they have
been quarrelling about. vVe have in power
a Ministry who promise to maintain the
kindly feeling which has grown up, and to
perform good legislative work. If we were
to reject the measure now before us, we
would place Olusel ves in the position of
having to engage in a fight with the Lower
House, and a fight in which we would be at
a great disadvantage. If we threw out the
measure, and payment of members was then
provided for in the Appropriation Bill, we
would be deeply humiliated if we passed that
Bill; if, on the other hand, we rejected the
Appropriation Bill because it contained provision for payment of members, and its rejection led to the breaking up of the present
Ministry, I would regard that as a disaster
about as great as any which could befall the
country. On all these grounds-on the
grounds of good feeling, of good sense, and
for the sake of maintaining and improving
the present excellent position of things-I
will ask honorable members to vote for the
Payment of Members Bill. If there are any
honorable members who cannot vote for it,
Bon. J. Campbell.

Members Bill.
I hope that they will show their wisdom and
dignity by simply entering their protest
against it, and allowing the measure to
pass.
The Hon. G. MEARES.-Mr. President,
however much I may admire the eloquence
of the honorable member who has just addressed the House, I cannot agree with the
conclusions that he has arrived at. In the
first place, the llOnorable member l'eIilinded
us that the definition of democracy is the
government of the people by the people,
and from that definition he endeavoured to'
deduce an argument to justify the principle.
involved in this measure. In the n'ext place,
the honorable member asserted that one of
the greatest evils connected with our present
system of politics is extreme party feeling.
I agree with the honorable member in that
assertion: to a certain extent; but, in my
opinion, one of the greatest evils connected
with the Victorian system of government,
at the present time, is the payment of members by the State. That payment not only
involves the absolute loss of £25,000 per
annum of public money, but it tends to lower
and degrade Parliament, and the administration of government in some of its most
important functions. There can be no question that the payment of £300 a year each to'
members of the Legislature tends to deteriorate from the honour of their position, to lessen
their independence, and to render them more
subservient to local influences. In many instances it reduces them to the position of parliamentary agents, or mere delegates. '],he
chief arguments which were adduced twelve
years ago in favour of payment of members
cannot be maintained at the present time,
owing to the greatly altered condition of the
colony. Formerly there was a dearth of
candidates to represent the people in Parlia.
ment, but, as many honorable members of
this House know from practical experience,
there is no such dearth now. At the present
time there are sufficient men in the colony
who are willing to come forward as candidates for Parliament-men who possess the
necessary qualifications to take part in the
legislation of the country, and who are ready
to de so without any money payment. I
have no hesitation in asserting that, if money
payment were done away with to-morrow,
there is not a constituency in the colony
which would not be fully and fairly contested.
There can be no question that the payment
of .£300 a year to members of the Legisla.
tive Assembly must be a temptation to
clever and. unprincipled men to take up
politics as a profession. If they do so, is
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. it not evident that in all probability they .myself in antagonism to my friend, Mr.
.will adopt the political creed whicli is likely Campbell, whose views on most questions 1
to bring them the most profit? Their chief am happy to accept, and whose ability, as
object in entering the political arena will not shown to-night by the homogeneous argube to advance the best interests of the ment which he has addressed to us in favour
country, but to advance their own interests. of the Bill now before the House, must
It is well known that the older members of this command our general regard. Payment of
House have on different occasions distinctly members has been described as simply a prize,
pronounced against payment of memb~rs, or rather a lottery of 86 prizes, offered to the
and they have done so most disiilterestedly most successful flatterer and the most adroit
and effectively by declining to receive pay- misleader 9£ portions of his fellow countryment for themselves. Judging by the men. 'Vith this view I have long agree~,
majority of the election addresses which hav~ and nothing which I have seen or he~rd
been published by the new members, the duriilg the past few years has at all shaken
.inference may be drawn that the large my convictions in its truth. Yet, notwith•
majority of the Council as at present con- standing that I concur entirely with the
argnments used by Mr. Meares,and strongly
_s~ituted are opposed to the principle of the
Bill now before us. It is true that the mea- object to payment of members, I am not
·sure has passed the other House, ~hich has 'prepared to oppose thi~ Bill on the present
Just met after a general eleGtion, and occasion. The reasons are upon the surtherefore it is assumed that the majority face. It is quite plain to everyone that ~f
of the electors of the Assembly are. in we oppose the measure, and opp~se it sucfavour of payment of members; but I .cessfully, as we have the power to do, we
deny the truth of that assumption. I shall at once be involved in a quarrel with
'maintain that we have not sufficient the other House-a quarrel of a very grav~
grOl"inds to warrant us in arriving at such a character, and which, perhaps, would be th~
conclusion. I believe that, if the issue had more grave because the true, ca~lse of it
heen fully and fairly put to the country at could not very well be avowed. Further, it
the late general election, the majority of the is utterly impossible that the Ministry could
people would have declared against payment keep out of the dispute. Whatever their
of members. Although the Bill has been personal views might he-however much
passed by a majority of the other branch of they might desire to remain neutral an~
th~' Legislature, if this House is actuated
leave payment of members an open ques~
by principle, and not by expediency, the tion-they would not be permitted to leave
measure will certainly be rejected here by it an open question. The result would
a far greater majorit.y. ",Vhy, then, should inevitably be that we would jeopardize the
the small majority in the Lower Chamber existence of the Ministry just at the very
outweigh the gren,ter majority 'in this time that we hope to derive considerable
Chamber? . I believe that there is no elec- advantage and -profit from their sertoral province in the country which is more vices. These, I think, are very grave and
favorably disposed to payment of members serious reasons for inducing us to hesitate
than the provin~e which I, in conjunctiOl~ about opposing the measure. But it may
with my two honorable colleagues, have the . be sai~l, and reasonably so, that they ,are,
JlOnour to represent; but in every division only incidents of the war, that if we engage
of 'that province I spoke against payment in any' struggle we must expect hard blows,
of members during my election campaign. and that' if the Ministry should fall in the
Honorable members are aware that I allude struggle we could not help it-that we have
to the North Yarra Province, which includes seen other Ministries fall before now. If
Collingwood, Fitzroy, Hotham, Footscray, these were the only considerations, I confess,
and'Villiamstown. At each of those places that I would not be disinclined to follow
I fully and freely explained my views on Mr. Meares, but there is yet another consi~he subject; and I can assure honorable
deration, which has been enlarged upon by
members that in every instance my views Mr. Campbell with considerable force. It
were received with favour, and were endorsed is that, after all, it seems infinitely more
by the electors. For these reasons, if the desirable that the question of payment of
motion for the second reading of the Bill members should be settled by the House to
goes to a division, I shall feel justified in . which it properly belongs, and by the convoting against the mensure .
stituents who elect the members of that
. The Hon. W. E. HEARN.-Sir, I re- Honse. rrhe utmost that we can do in the
gret very much that on this occasion I find matter is not even to attempt to coerce
'.
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them, but simply to advise them and endeavour to persuade them to adopt such a
course as, on the wllOle, we may think most
desirable. We cannot be successful all at
once, but we may hope that we shall be successful in process of time. The majority in
another place in favour of payment of members has been less on this occasion, as has
been pointed out, than on several previous
occa&ions; and Mr. Meares, speaking from
experience, has told us tllat a very strong
feeling appears to exist throughout the
country against payment of members. If
that be so, is it not better for us to leave
the leaven to work? Is it not better to leave
the question alone, and allow the course of
events to determine it? We, at least, have
done all that it is possible for men in our
circumstances to do. We have always protested against the Payment of Members
Bill, and we have taken care that, instead
of it being a permanent measure, it shall
only be enacted from Parliament to Parliament, as a mere temporary Act. Therefore
no agitation is required to repeal it, but it
is necessary that in every Parliament there
shall be a distinct proposition to renew it ;
and whenever the people choose to express
an opinion about it they have the opportunity of doing so. But we have done more
than prevent the Payment of Members Bill
being made a permanent measure, for so far
as we ourselves are concerned we have peremptorily rejected any proposition for payment. At the risk of a grave quarrel and
a serious crisis, we have positively insisted
on a Money Bill being altered, and on the
members of this House being excluded from
tlle operation of the Payment of Members
Act. This being the case, I submit that
we have done all that possibly could be
done by a House circumstanced as we are ;
and I think that our friends outside who,
perhaps, may blame us for not being more
ready to enter into a quarrel with the
Legislative Assembly on this question,
may at least consider that we have
done something-and I say not a little
-in their behalf. If they wish to have
payment of members taken away, it rests
with them to exert themselves in the proper
direction and at the proper time-to return
members to another place who will properly
and definitely express their views. Under
the circumstances, surely it will be wise for
usto be content with what we have done, and
to recollect that we, in fact, made a sort of
compromise three years ago by which we put
the question aside, at least for a time.
Ought we not to adhere to the terms of that
Hon. lV. E. Hearn.
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compromise until we see some more favorable
opportunity than at present exists for getting rid of payment of members? I do not
myself believe that such an opportunity is
likely to arise in this House. I think that
ultimately the question must be determined
by the votes of the members of tIle Assembly
themselves and by the constituencies of the
Assembly. If those constituencies choose
to have payment of members, they must have
it; if they do not, it must cease. I again
submit for the consideration of those of our
friends who may be inclined to be hard upon
us in this matter that we have done all that
we can reasonably be expected to do. We
have set an example as far as we ourselves
are concerned, and we have taken up a position on the question which is altogetller un.
assailable. All that we can continue to do
is to raise a moral protest against the system
in which we all disbelieve.so much, Rnd, at
the same time, endeavour to show by our
acts that payment of members is not by any
means necessary to procure good and loyal
service in Parliament on behalf of the country.
If we adopt this course, our example will not
be" without weight. It will be the nucleus
of an enlightened public opinion elsewhere.
Although little respect has been sllOwn
to this House-although the Bill was
flung on the table of the House, so to
speak, no precaution having been taken to
get any honorable member to take charge of
it-I think that we may show that we are
prepared, as a mark of cordiality and good
feeling towards the other House, to pass the
measure. We have no need to act under
compulsion, because, in my opinion, there
never was a time when we might with greater
advantage enter into a contest with the
other Chamber on the question of payment
of members if we chose to do so. At present
there is a tendency in the public mind against
payment of members. Moreover, the Ministry themselves are divided on the subject,
and there are no burning questions to engage
attention. Therefore, if we chose to enter
into a controversy with the other Chamber
as to payment of members, we might do so
with considerable prospect of success.
Nevertheless, I think we will have a far
greater chance of ultimately securing the ob.
ject which we desire to attain if we decline
to exercise the discretion which the law invests us with by rejecting the Bill. By so
doing we will show that, though we entertain very strong opinions on the question of
payment of members, we are not afraid of
subordinating ourfeelings and convictions by
letting the measure pass, for the purpose of
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ensuring peace and harmony, and of cooperating with the other House in securing
practical legislation for the benefit of the
country at large. I will go further, and say
that by our past action on the question of
payment of members we have presented
strong living evidence of the fact that even
in this democratic country-and in a country
specially devoted to money-getting-feelings
of duty and public spirit are not altogether
dead amongst us, and that we are not prepared to commit ourselves to the position of
being regarded as endeavouring to work for
no other purpose than for the sake of money.
The Hon. F. E. BEAVER.-Sir, like
my honorable friend now in charge of the
Bill, I address the House at considerable
disadvantage, because I know I speak to an
unsympathetic audience. Yet, even after the
speech we 11ave just had from Dr. Hearn,
I take courage to say what I intended to
say. Payment of members is no new topic.
Twice or three times has Parliament dealt
with it, and again and again has it been
before the constituencies generally, and I
believe that they have spoken out on the
subject with tolerable distinctness. With
respect to the constituencies of the Council,
my honorable friend, Mr. Meares, who is
also one of my colleagues in the representation of the North Yarra Province, having
given his version of the feeling expressed
there during the late election campaign, I
will now give mine. In the first place, as
honorable members are doubtless aware, I
Bnd my other colleague, Dr. Beaney, are here
to support the view embodied in the Bill.
Secondly, I submit that the fact that the
eight members who sit for the Assembly
electorates comprised within our province
wero all returned to vote for payment of
members is no small proof that the great
body of the electors there are distinctly in
favour of the principle. At the same time
I may observe that I don't believe tl1at it
was generally understood at the late general
election that the question would come up
again for active discussion in Parliament at
the present stage. I am, on the contrary,
convinced that the great body of the conservatives as well as the liberals have, for a
long time, regarded the matter as one that
was practically settled for once and all.
Therefore, I don't think it can be fairly said
that recent events afford any indication of a
real change of public feeling on the point.
If, under these circumstances, honorable
members throw the Bill out or lay it aside,
what will be the result? Are they prepared

to take the consequences 1 1am quite sure
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both the country and the Assembly would
strongly resent any action of the kind. In
fact the country would not submit to it, and,
as for the Legislative Assembly, would
they not send us the Appropriation Bill
with payment of members in it? The
question then arises whether we would
reject such an Appropriation Bill. I, for
one, woultl not be prepared to do so.
'Ve have at least twice before seen what
reject:ng the Appropriation Bill leads to,
and I fancy honorable members are scarcely
ready for another encounter with the same
experience. Again, what might we expect
supposing the other House did not insert
payment of members in the Appropriation
Bill? Very likely Her Majesty's Ministers
would retire from office. Well, is that a
thing to be desired at the present juncture?
What I, and I believe honorable members
generally, ask for is peace Rnd prosperity
for the country, and from all that I can
see the present Ministry are likely to obtain
bot}), for I fancy they are working well
for the public interests. Would it then
be wise to disturb that state of affairs·-to
break up the peace and harmony that now
prevail? Anotller view is that such a step
would be particularly dangerous at the last
day, and almost the last hour of the session, when we are scarcely able to act with
perfect deliberation. Let honorable members bear in mind that it is not as though
we had any truly strong expression of popular feeling to go by. If the question of
payment of members was put fairly and distinctly before the constituencies, without
any side issues, and they clearly decided
against it, there would naturally be an end
of the system, wl1ile, if a similar verdict
was given in favour of the principle, I
imagine it would be our place to adopt it in
perpetuity, but neither conclusion can be
said to have been definitely arrived at, although, as I have already stated, I believe
the existing· arrangement is favorably regarded by the country. For myself, let me
mention that, ever since the extension of the
franchise gave manhood suffrage to the people of Victoria, I have, after well considering
the subject in all its aspects, been strongly
convinced that Members of Parliament
ought to be reimbursed their expenses,
and I know of nothing likely to alter the
opinion. No argument I have heard used
lIas caused it to fluctuate, 110r do I think
it ever will fluctuate. It is asserted by some
tllat payment of members ought to be dispensed with because there are plenty of gen-

tlemen of ability ready to take the position
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of a Member of Parliament without pay- decision' on the subject was reversed~ give
ment, but may not that state of things be place to the most intense disappointment.
.said to exist in most of the countries of It is one thing to refrain from applying the
Europe? Yet what is the case there? From principle to oUL'selyes, and another thing to
Norway and Sweden right away to Turkey, prevent honorable members elsewhere from
members of the Legislature are paid, receiv- applying it to themselves. Therefore, I am
ing in some instances quite enormous sums disposed not to interfere with the Bill. ~
for their. services, and a similar rule also am certain, however, that every portion of
prevails in the United States of America. the community would be greatly pleased if
In fact, I know of no country, save Eng- the Assembly would modify its plan of pay..;
land and some of the English possessions, ment of members say in the direction of
in which those who constitute the Legisla- limiting the number of the days of the year
ture of the country are not reimbursed. during which the payment should be made.
Looking at the subject all round, I regard Surely, in a small community like ours;
payment of members as a just charge on which does not include, a .million souls, a
the community, and I shall vote for the hundred days in the year ought to be ample
_
for every legislative purpose. I hope it will
second reading of the Bill.
" The Hon. W. ROSS.-Mr. President, I not be long before the pressure of public
ani sure that everyone who casts llis eye opinion brings about the reform I have
over the records of our past legislative indicated.
The Hon. N. 'THORNLEY.-Sir, I
history must find the retrospect extremely
disappointing, the useful work done being so reckon that payment of members, which ,has
small in proportion to the time taken up in been on its trial in this country for twelve
doing it. Nevertheless, there are one or years, has cost the public purse the outlay
two bright spots to relieve the fault I refer of about £324,000. Adding compound ill-:
to, and to redeem our Legislature from the , terest at 4 per cent. would bring the ainount
charge of being utterly useless. vVe have, up to £419,693, while continuing the pay':'
for example, carried two measures which ment for the period indicated in the, Bill
stand out prominently as highly worthy of would also with ,compound interest mak,e
praise. One is that which settled the long- the total no less than £542,923. That i~'
vexed question of reform, and the other that a very large sum, and employing it i~l: repr<?which decided that the lllembers of this dnctive wotks would hav~ been t~ry pro:fit-~
Chamber should not be' paid'. I remember able to the country. I rem~mber that, whenthat at one' time while we were discussing the Railway Bill of last session was before:
the Reform Bill it was argued against' it us, we were told that the total cost of 57 of
that if the Council franchise was extended the railways proposed in it would be £2,963:
the result would be to bring into the House pel' mile for 35 of the lines and £2,200 per
a class of men who would gO'in for payment mile for the remaining 22 lines. Houghly
of membei's, but I am happy to think the speaking, then, what we have already spent
prediction has not been verified. Indeed, if in payment of members would have sufficed
the, late Council elections proved one thing for the construction of 140 miles of the first'
more than another, it was that the electors' class or of 190 miles of the second class of
of the upper branch of our Legislature are as milway, while, with the syst~m continued for
a body very strongly opposed to payment of three years longer, the sum disbursed would
members ill any shape or form. I was very be sufficient for the making of 180 miles of
glad to hear Mr. Meares express his opinion the more expensive ~ort of raihvaY,or of 250
on that point so boldly. At the same time, miles of the cheaper kind. I will put the'
with respect to the Bill now before us, I same point in another way. Supposing'
think that, inasmuch as it provides payment that the money we have squandered on what
for the Assembly only, the propriety of" is called the reimbursement of members had'
carrying it into law may safely be left to the been spent in making railwaYR, what would
judgment of the electors of that body. The have been the monetary result? That we
question of paying the members of this would be now receiving from such lines, a net'
,House stands on a very different footing annual income-I goon the basis thatin 1881
and ought to be very differently dealt with, our existing railways produced a net profit
for I am convinced that the feeling of satis- of £619 per mile-of £110,470 if they
faction which ran through the country when were of the cheaper, and of £80,000 if they
it was announced to the world that the re- were of the dearer class. I have no intention
imbursement of members was to be confined as matt~rs l)o~,stand 'of voting against the in, futur~ to the Asseil}.bly-, would, if the Bill, but I feel- strongly that the people of
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the country are entitled to be asked whether
they wish payment of members to be continued or not, and I trust that means will be
taken during the life of this Parliament to
put the issue to the electors in a definite and
separate form. I t would not matter if the
vote was taken in the shape of a plebiscite,
so long as the question put to eachvoterwas,
"Areyou in favourof payment of members?"
and he was required to reply simply, "Yes"
or "No."
.
The Hon. C. J. HAM.-Mr. President, I
concur generally in the views expressed by my
honorable friend, Mr. Meares, and differ from
those put forward by the friends of the Bill.
I fancy Mr. Beaver would have done better
if, instead of referring to the legislative model
set up by other European countries such as
Norway or Sweden, he had instanced the
case of Great Britain, because 01.11' Constitution is formed on the lines laid down in the
mother country, and not on those adopteel
in countries essentially different, and to
whom constitutional government is a comparative novelty. The example of the Unitcd
States is of no value at all, because in that
country the members of the Legislature have
to traverse great, sometimes immense, distances. On the other hand,Icannotagreewith
~he argument that we s houlddisregard expediency and throw out the Bill. For my part,
I think it the special duty of this House to
study expediency. It should keep ever in view
that" All things are lawful unto us, but all
things are not expedient." Indeed I quite
accept thc doctrine laid. down by Dr. Hearn
that it would not only be unwise but highly
dangerous for us to rcject the measure. I
trust we shall pass it, but, nevertheless, we
ought to let our views on the subject be fully
known. vVhen I was before the electors of
my province, I frequently expressed my opposition to payment of members for either
the Councilor the Assembly, and I can
safely say that, while I found a few electors
in favour of paying the latter body, I could
not discover a single person in favour of
paying the members of the upper branch of
the Legislature. I am glad to think, judging
from the division that took place on the
subject the other day in the Assembly, that
tIle ideas I entertain with respect to the reimbursement of members are making way
in the country, and I look forward to their
having, at no very distant day, a preponderating weight in Parliament. But were we
to fail to pass this Bill, we wonld not only
array against us the members of another
place, who would naturally feel that we had
interfered with them, but we would cause a
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reaction in the country that would probably
greatly obstruct us in gaining the ends at
which we are most anxious to arrive.
The Hon. T. F. CUMMING.-Sir, I
have listened very carefully to the arguments
offered in connexion with the Bill, which is
unquestionably one of great importance,
and my conclusion is that it js the most
pernicious measure ever introduced to this
Chamber. I think too that the hour llas
come when the Council ought to take up
the position of either adopting the system
for good or of rejecting it absolutely. And
it also seems to me that we never had a,
time so opportune as the present for following the latter course. As for Mr. Beaver's
argument that the electors have spoken out
in favour of payment of members, I consider
it most fallacious. Indeed, the question of
continuing the payment was not raised in
any way whatever at the late general election. No doubt, a large number of the
members elected are advocates of the system,
but, as a matter of fact, they were returned
upon altogether other grounds. There are
many objections to payment of members, but
they are so well known t1lat it is unnecessary for me to repeat them. The Assembly
have frequently had before them Bills' of a
hundred times the importance of this one,
but it would appear that none ever obtained
greater favour at their hands or was viewed
with deeper interest by them. It is cmious
to note the large number of the honorable
members of another place who are now in
the gallery of this chamber. I hope, however, that the arguments to which they have
listened will have weight with them. It is
my intention to vote against the measure.
The Hon. F. ORMOND.-Mr. Presi. dent, I am strongly opposed to payment of
members, for the reason that I think there
is not now the slightest necessity for itthat the interests of every class in the community can now be well represented without
any assistance of the kind. Not that I ever
believed there was really any occasion for
the adoption of the principle~ because when
did we hear of a lack of candidates for any
constituency? It has, however, been ft-equently urged that the mining and manufacturing interests would be best served if
they were represented in Parliament bymembel'S of their own bodies, and I wish to point
out that, if there was ever any difficulty in
carrying out such an arrangement, it has
at the present time wholly ceased to exist.
In every constituency in the colony there are
men identified with its peculiar industries
who have acquired 1110ans, and who would
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be quite ready to serve their country for the For myself, I can endorse a great deal that
sake solely of the honour of the thing. Al- has been said in favour of payment of memthough I have placed on record my views bers. For example, having been intimately
against the Bill, I am not prepared to vote mixed up with the local affairs of my district,
against it. I feel that the present time is in- I have enjoyed frequent opportunities of
opportune for a step which might be deemed noticing the large amount of work done by
throwing a bone of contention into another members of the Assembly in attending
place, and indeed into public life generally. deputations and in other ways-work that
We have in power a Ministry who exhibit great does not need to be done in more developed
willingness and ability to promote the pros- countries-and I venture to assert that, if
perity of the country in eyery possible way, you lay down the rule that members of the
and I do not think they should be interfered Lower House are to have no reimbursement,
with. Consequently I will yote for the Bill. you will throw a great obstacle in the way
The Hon. D. MEL VILLE.-Sir, being of the propel' representation of the country.
fresh from my constituents, it is perhaps, It is all very well to say that plenty of
my duty to offer a word or two on the ques- candidates would come forward if there was
tion-" Are the electors of the country in no payment of members, but that sort of
fayour of payment of members, or are they statement in no way meets the questionnot ?" I will say, then, from my own know- Would such candidates be acceptable?
ledge, that no candidate opposed to payment We have 11ad unpaid Parliaments, but were
of members would have the slightest chance they better than our paid Parliaments? I do
of being returned to the Assembly for the not think they were. ,Another argument is
East Bourke Boroughs, and I think the that payment of members is degrading, but
same rule applies to every other truly does it degrade Ministers to receive their
democratic constituency. Indeed, eyery salaries? However, I will not go into those
man who reads the newspapers must see points. My object in rising was to assure
that the Victorian democracy are just as the House that, as far as my experience
much attached to the principle as ever they goes, in my constituency, consisting mainly
were. I was greatly struck by the moderate of working people, there is a general feeling
and sympathetic tone in which the honorable abroad that payment of members is part of
members who addressed the House this eyen- the essence of popular government, and to
ing on the subject of this Bill expressed state that I would be sorry to see this House
their views. Most of them said in effect- do anything to encourage the popular party
" We are opposed to payment of members, in the country to disturb the peace and quiet
but on the ground of expediency we will we now enjoy.
agree to it, believing that the battle we wish
The Hon. G. YOUNG.-Mr. President,
to fight will nevertheless be eventually won." I have no intention of addressing myself
That seems to me to be a very fair way of generally to the question before us, but I
dealing with the subject. Convinced that wish to state that during my candidature
what they deem to be truth will eventually for the representation of the N orth-W esprevail, they say to the Assembly-" vVe tern Province, one of the largest provinces
hold that you are wrong, but until the coun- in the colony, I found the electors there
try generally agrees with us we will not strongly opposed to the principle of this
thwart you." I am sure the country will Bill, for whenever I expressed my own
understand and appreciate that line of action antagonism to it I was invariably cheered to
as one that shows that the Council will the' echo. Moreover, everyone of the five
never stand in the way of what the people candidates who came forward with me took
as a whole strongly wish for. I recollect up similar ground. It has been argued
well that upon one occasion, when Mr. Ham that there ought to be a special vote of the
was before his constituents, he replied to the electors of the country to decide whether
question whether the Lower House should payment of members should or should not
be paid, that he believed they should.
be continued, but I believe in the constil\fr. HAM.-I have no recollection of tutional plan under which the opinions of
ever saying that definitely. I always stated the country are made known through its
that payment of members was to me a most representatives. Consequently, notwithdifficult subject, and I held myself quite free standing my own experience, I shall accept
the verdict of a majority of the representato vote upon it as I thought right.
Mr. l\fELVILLE.-"Vell, I am glad tives elsewhere, and refrain from voting
that the honorable memher, being free on against the Bill. ' Four Legislative Assemthe subject, will vote with the popular party. blies having adopted the system it embodies,
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I fancy tl1Rt if we decided to reject the mea.
sure we would, in a constitutional point of
view, be declining to carry out the popular
will. At the same time, I trust the day is
not far distant when the bulk of the electors
throughout the colony will return to the
Assembly a majority holding the same
opinions on the subject that I do.
The Hop.. J. G. BEANEY.-Sir, dur.
ing my candidature for the N orih Yarra
Province, the question was put to me over
and over again-" Are you for payment of
members?" and I uniformly answered-" No;
I never have been and I never shall be in favour
of the principle." Nevertheless, looking at
the subject in a practical point of view, and
taking into acoount the fact that the bulk of
the community have sent representatives to
the Assembly with the understanding that
those gentlemen are to be paid, I do not
think we shall be right if we intercept the
passage of the present measure. I am, however, perfectly satisfied that the day will soon
come when the country will with one voice
proclaim itself against the principle that
Members of Parliament ought to receive
reimbursement of any kind.
'
The motion for the second reading was
carried without a division.
The Bill was then read a second time, and
passed through its remaining stages.
APPROPRIATION BILL.
This Bill was received from the Legislative Assembly, and, on the motion of the
Hon. R. S. ANDERSON, was read a first
time.
Mr. ANDERSON moved, with the leave
of the House, that the Bill be read a second
time.
The Hon. J. A.
ALLACE inquired
whether the Bill contained any provision for
the railway works authorized by the Council
earlier in the evening '!
Mr. ANDERSON replied in the nega.
tive.
The Bill was read a second time, and
passed through committee.
Mr. ANDERSON moved that the Bill
be read a third time.
The Hon. T. F. CUMMING expressed
the hope that, next session, the Ministry
would not attempt to rush measures through
the House, but would give honorable members a fair opportunity to consider them.
Certainly he would do what he could to prevent the hurried transaction of business,
which he regarded as not creditable either to
the Ministry or to the House.
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Mr. WALLACE observed that every
session since he had been a member of the
House remarks had been made similar to
those which Mr. Cumming had just given
utterance to j but when the end of the next
session came, Bills were rushed through all
the same.
Mr. ANDERSON remarked that this
had been an exceptional session. The desire
to terminate it speedily proceeded from the
anxiety of the Ministry to prepare measures
of great importance which should engage
the attention of Parliament during the
next session. He had already given the
assurance that, to the utmost of his power,
he would prevent any attempt to despatch
business with undue haste. As to the Appropriation Bill, that was a measure which
invariably passed through all its stages, in
the Council, in one night. It was a Bill
which the Council could not interfere with
in the slightest degree, and therefore to dis.
cuss it would be to indulge in hypercriticism.
The Bill was then read a third time and
passed.
CLOSE OF THE SESSION.
The Hon. R. S. ANDERSON, in moving the adjournment of the House, tendered
to honorable members generally the thanks
of his honorable colleague (Mr. Sargood)
and himself for the consideration shown to
them uuder difficult and peculiar circumstances. He did not say they were not entitled to the consideration, but he could not
fail to recognise that it had been generously
extended.
The House adjourned at twenty minutes
to ten o'clock, until the following day at five
minutes to two o'clock p.Ul.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Wednesday, .April 18, 1883.
Kensington Hill-Railwa.y Junction: Albury and Woo
dongllr-Railway Stations: North Melbourne: Williams·
town: Elmore: Oakleigh Line: Emerald Hill-Public
Instruction: Holders of Certificates of Competency:
Training Institute: School at BroadlandS-Explosives
-Vaccination-Traralgon and Heyfield Railway-Ben.
alIa and St. James Railway-Rabbit ExtenninationDisease in Vines-Goulburn Valley Railway-Diamond
Drills-Auriferous Land-Larrikinism-Attempts to
Wreck Railway Trains-The Public Service: Abolition
of Political Patronage-Eight Hours Bill-Exclusion
of Strangers-Cost of Railway Construction-Appro.
priation Bill-Annexa.tion of New Guinea.
The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past

fow' o'clock p.m.

282

'Railway Junction.

[ASSEMBLY.]

A'loury' and Wodonga.

the late Minister of Railways, when at SydKENSINGTON HILL.
Mr. STAUGHTON asked the Premier ney, tha,t the traffic from Melbourne to New
whether he had taken into consideration the South Wales should be taken through
advisability of purchasing Kensington-hill vVodonga on to Albury, and that the traffic
right out, in order that the material might from Sydney to Melbourne should.be taken
be used only wIlen required? He c,onsidered through Albury to W odonga. There was
that this course would be an advantage to a memorandum of agreement on the subject,
the country. The way in which the' earth under which the Government of New South
was being reuloved from Kensington-hill was Wales undertook to lay two lines from the,
the most expensive possible-he believed MurraI to Albury-one of the Victorian,
the cost would ultimately prove to be more and the other of the New South Wales
than the Government would have incurred gauge-and the Government of Victoria
lJad they purchased the fee-simple of the undertook to lay rails to correspond from
property. The work was being rushed un- the Murray to Wodonga. So far as he was
necessarily, to the danger of the travelling concerned, that arrangement had not been
public, owing to the number of trollies disturbed. The cause of the misapprehenwhich had to be employed for the convey- sion which had arisen in the district 'repreance of the earth. According to the late sented by the honorable member (Mr.
Minister of Railways, the property could be Billson) was, he believed, a memorandum
written by the Engineer-in-Chief of Victobought for £65,000.
rian
Railways, in which that officer pointed
. Mr. SERVICE observed that, some time
ago, he asked for a return embracing all the out that. itwas desirable that the permanent
particulars of the arrangement entered into bridge to be erected over the Murray should
in connexion with the Kensington-hill trans- be sufficiently wide to carry, if necessary,
action; and that return was received late two lines of the Victorian gauge. Mr.
the previous afterriooll. The ,,,hole matter Watson expressed the opinion that the
would, be taken into co~sideration by the arrange,ment which had been entered into
Government, who would deal with the might not be permal~ent, and that therefore
question in all its aspects, including the . i.t was iwportant, ,in building so important'
a work nsa bridge, that care should, be
one in which it was now presented.
'
taken that the structure was not too narrow.:
RAILWAY JUNCTION.,
This was all that had been done.
, ALDURY AND VVODONGA.

, RAIL VV AY 'STATIONS. ' .
Mr. BILLSON stated that he 'desired
Mr. LAURENS asked the Minister ot
to call the attention of the Minister of Railways to a matter which seriously affected a Railways when the sub-way and other works
portion of the district he represented. He would be carried out at the North Melbourne'
and his honorable colleague (Mr. Kerferd) station? Some five' or six months ago,
had received, within the .last day 01' two, about £14,000 was voted by the Assembly'
telegrams to the effect that, according to for alterations at North Melbourne station,
report, the whole of the intercolonial rail- and' yet there was very little appearance, at
way traffic was to be exchanged at Albury, present, of the works contemp1ated by that"
vote being carried out, although the want of
~nd that there would be only a single line
of railway, and that of the Victorian gauge, them was a constant source of danger. But
between that place and W odonga. If for the assiduous care of the railway officials,
that was the case, the town of W odonga some accident or other would occur almost
,vould be partly ruined. At VVodonga, every day'.
Mr. GILLIES said that a number ofthere resided a number or men who were
employed on the 'railway in various capaci- years ago the building of a bridge OV!3r the
ties, and it was said that these men would railway at N orth Mel~ourne was contern-'
be remov':!d to the other side of the Murray. , plated; and he thought it matter for regret
It was also said that the order for the im- that the work was not carried out. Had
provement and extension of the refreshment- it been carried out, the expense which the.
rooms at W od0nga had been countermanded. Railway department had been put to in
He sincerely hoped that the reports were maintaining a level crossing would have been
not true; and that the Government would saved. He believed the department would
not allow W odonga to be deprived of the ultimately have to build a foot-bridge to
advantages it ,at. present enjoyed.
accommodate the largely increasing traffic
Mr. GILLIES l'emal'ked that, some time which cl'ossed the railway daily; and he in-.
ago, an arrangement was .entered into by , tended to submit a proposal with that object
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Parliament next ·session. He quite
agreed with the honorable member for North
Melbourne (Mr. Laurens) that the crossing
was a very dangerous one, the trains which
went through th3 station being very
numerous.
Mr. WOODS observed that he did not
think a' bridge was necessary. All that was
wanted 'was an under-way.
· Mr. A. T. CLARK mentioned that,
some months ago, the Railway department
called for tenders for the erection of two footbridges at 'Villiamstown-the one at. the
Oentral station, and the other at North
Williamstown-and that tenders were sent
in arid accepted; but that, up to the present tim~, nothing 11ad been done towards
carrying out the works.. He did not know
what was the caUse of the delay, but. he
knew th;tt unless something was done
promptly some very serious accident, for
which the Govel'llment would have to pay,.
,vould oC'cur, owing to the enormous amom.lt
of shunting, consequent upon the vast in~rease of goods traffic, which took place
daily.
Mr. GILLIES said he would make inq.uiry i1.1to tl~e mattei·.
: Mr. McCOL·L remarked that tIle late
Minister <;>tRaihvays promised th~t a bridge
should be' erected at Elmore station, and
asked whether tlie promise would 'be carried
out.?·.
.
· Mr. GILLIES said this matter would'
also be inquired into.
Mr. McCOLL called attention to the fact
that the Oaldeigh trains did not 'stop at·
South Yarra station; and asked the Minister
of Railways whether, for the public convenience, he would cause a station to be
erected at the bridge in Chapel-street, near
Palermo-street?
.
Mr. GILLIES said application for this
accommodation had frequently been made
to the Railway department, and had invariably been refused, on the ground that it
would be a source of danger to the travelling
public.
.
· Mr. NIMMO inquired when the accommodation at Emerald Hill station, promised
three months ago, would be provided? Although Emerald Hill was the oldest railway
station, except Melbourne, in the colony, it
had been left with no waiting-room accommodation at all.
Mr. GILLIES stated that, a little time
ago, .he gl,tve instt:uctions for the pel'formance of the work more immediately neces:o.
sary, and the rest would follow.
.~ , .
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PUBLIC INSTRUCTION.
Mr. D. M. DAVIES asked the Minister
of Public Instruction whether he intended
to give employment to persons outside the
department who had obtained certificates of
competency? From time to time examinations for certificates of competency had been
held in different parts of the colony, and a
large number of males and females-females
especially-spent years in qualifying themselves for those certificates; a'nd when they
had passed their examinatiol),s, and asked
tope employed, the answer· given by the
officers of the Education department was·
that, in view @f the large number of pupil
teachers and trainees, it was not likely that
~hey could be employed at all. This was
the reason for his question.
Mr. SERVICE observed that the same·
difficulty had arisen here that had arisen
in connexion with the Telegraph department,
a great many young people haying passed'
examinations ill. telegraphy creditably, and
it being impossible to give them employment.
The memo. fro111 the Secretary for Educa-'
tion, in reply to the question, was as
follows : . "In view of the large number of pupil teachers
and ex-students in training, who are applicants
for employment as assistants and head teachers,
it has not latterly been the practice, nor is it.
· held to be just or desirable to offer such positions
to candidates who are outside the department."

Mr. MIRAMS remarked that, as tIle
statement just made showed that the supply
<;>f teachers qualified for·employment in th~
· public schools was considerably in excess.of
the demand, he would ask the Minister of
Public Instruction whether, during the reGess, he would 'take into consideration the
desira~ility or practicability of reducing the.
expenditure on education by closing the very
expensive training school ?
Mr. SERVICE said the matter would
receive his early attention.·
Mr. A. HARRIS asked the Minister of·
Public Ilistruction when the new school
buildings at· Broadlands, neal' Buirnsdale,
· would be proceeded with?
.Mr. SERVICE stated that the original
tendere~ failed to take up his contract. A.
fresh contract was'signed on the 6th April.,.
and there. was no doubt the work would be
· proceeded with at once.
EXPLOSIVES.
Mr. HALL· asked the Premier whether
the Government would place seyere re~tric
: tfons upon the sale of dynamite and 'otlier,
dangerous explosives?
'
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]\fr. SERVIOE said the attention of the
Government had already been called to this
subject. It had been suggested that explosives, so far as the sale of them was concerned, should be placed in the same category
as poisons. But this could not be done by
instruction on the part of a Minister. Legislation was necessary. The matter would
receive the serious consideration of the
Government.
VACCINATION.
Mr. D. M. DAVIES inquired of the
Ohief Secretary whether he was aware that
accommodation was required for the public
who attended at the Model Farm for vaccinating purposes; and, if so, wllether he
would cause it to be provided; and, further,
whether he intended to compensate, in any
way, the gentleman who cultivated the calf
lympll, and conducted the department?
Mr. BERRY, in reply, read the following memorandum from the Secretary to the
Central Board of Health : CI The Central Board of Health have the honour
to report that strong objections have been raised
to the present site at the Model Farm, and to the
building where these operations are now carried
on. Before the close of this month, the sanatorium at Williamstown will have been completed, and, when that is done, the board propose
to make to the honorable the Chief Secretary a
full report on the whole question of calf lymph
vaccination."

TRARALGON AND HEYFIELD
RAILWAY.
]\fr. A. HARRIS asked the Minister of
Railways when tenders would be called for
the railway buildings and cattle yards at
Toongabbie, Cowwarr, and Heyfield, on the
Traralgon and Heyfield line?
Mr. GILLIES said he was informed by a
memorandum from the Engineer-in-Chief
that tenders for the works would be called
for in about four months, when they could be
erected much more cheaply than at present,
because the materials could then be conveyed
by railway to the various stations.
BENALLA AND ST. JAMES
RAILWAY.
Mr. HALL asked the Minister of Railways when the line to St. James would be
opened for passenger traffic?
Mr. GILLIES said that the Engineerin-Chief reported that the line would be
ready for opening on the 1st July.
RABBIT EXTIRPATION.
Mr. GRAVES inquired of the Minister
of Lands whether his attention had been

Disease in Vtnes.

called to the increase of rabbits on unoccupied Crown lands in Howqua-shire, and if
he would take prompt measures to prevent
the pest extending? Some six or seven
months ago, there were no rabbits in
Ho~qua-shire, but they had since appeared
and increased somewhat marvellously, and
there was reason to believe that, unless
prompt measures were taken, the whole
district would be overrun, because, owing to
the existence of rocks, good ground, and
soft grass, there was more shelter and more
favorable conditions for rabbit breeding there
than existed in the mallee country.
Mr. TUCKER said the attention of the
Lands department ~ad been called to the
presence of rabbits in Howqua-shire, and
an early inspection of the district would be
made by the officer who had charge of the
business of rabbit extirpation, with the view
of ascertaining the extent to which the
country was infested, and the most effectual
method of getting rid of the pest. How. ever, owing to the funds at the disposal of
the department being exhausted, very active
operations could not be undertaken during
the current financial year. He might add
that the whole subject of rabbit extirpation,
with a view to improve the present system,
would be taken into consideration during
the recess.
.
DISEASE IN VINES.
Mr. J. HARRIS asked the Chief Secretary whether his attention had been called
to the fact that plbylloxera had appeared
at Moyston, and whether the Government
would send a competent person to the district to report upon the subject? After
spending £20,000 in stamping out plbylloxera in the Geelong district, it was important that prompt steps should be adopted to
prevent the disease taking root elsewhere.
Mr. BERRY said he had not received
any information on the subject. He would
make inquiries and direct action to be taken,
if it had not been taken already.
GOULBURN VALLEY RAILWAY.
Mr, BOLTON said he desired to call the
atten~on of the Minister of Railways to the
want or proper accommodation for passengers
at the stations on the Goulburn Valley Railway, and notably at Arcadia, where there was
no protection whatever against the weather.
He hoped the Minister would take early
action to provide the station accommodation
needed.
Mr. GILLIES promised to investigate
the matter.

Residence A1'eas.
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DIAMOND DRILLS.
Mr. A. HARRIS asked the Premier (in
the absence of the Minister of Mines)
whether the Government would let out their
diamond drills, at a nominal cost, to responsible organizations, as grants in aid of
prospecting?
Mr. SERVICE remarked that the letting
out of these drills meant the expenditure, on
the part of the Government, of a certain
amount of money; and, during the currency
of the present financial year, the Government would not have any money to spend
in this way. However, the matter was one
which had been discussed to a certain extent,
and new regulations under which the drills
would be let out in future were under the
consideration of the Minister of Mines.
(Mr. Burrowes-" The cost lies not with
the drills, but with the diamonds.") He
admitted that the drills were of no use
without the diamonds.
RESIDENCE AREAS.
Mr. RIOHARDSON stated that he
desired to bring a matter of importance
under the notice of the Attorney-General.
A large number of 42nd section holders,
having paid the full amount due upon the
land in their possession, llad received what
the Lands department called certificates.
The Land Act of 1878 provided that holders
under the 49th section of tIle Act of 1869,
after holding their land for two years and a
half, should be entitled to certificates. The
Residence Areas Act provided for the grant
of residence areas subject to a condition
limiting possession to a certain depth of
ground, so that mining operations might
not be interfered with; and he wanted to
know whether it was possible to place holders
under the 42nd and 49th sections of the
land law in the same position as holders
under the Residence Areas Act? If it was
not possible, would the Government propose
new legislation on the subject? He desired
also to mention that, although the Residence
Areas Act provided for registration, there
was no registration except at local offices,
and, in consequence, great confusion had
arisen in connexion with applications.
Mr. BURROWES expressed the hope
that the object of the honorable member for
Creswick (Mr. Richardson) was not to
obtain authority to encroach on amiferous
land.
Mr. RICHARDSON said the honorable
member for Sandhurst (Mr. Burrowes) had
no right to put such a construction on his
question.
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. Mr. KERFERD, in reply to the question, observed that years ago a large number of persons took advantage of what was
known as the mining section of the Land
Act to obtain possession of auriferous land.
They had since built little houses, and fenced
in and cultivated their allotments, so that,
in the event of anything happening to them,
there would be a provision for their wives
and children. These persons were now
clamoring for a title, but the land, being
auriferous, could not be alienated. There
were a large number of cases of the kind
on every gold-field. The matter was one
which was pressing for legislation, and
ought to be dealt with. In fact, as between
the Mining department and the Lands
department, there was a continual dead-lock
with regard to the subject. He was glad
that the honorable member for Creswick
(Mr. Richardson) had called publi'c attention to the matter, which would receive the
careful attention of the Government during
the recess, with a view to legislation next
session.
LARRIKINISM.
Mr. A. T. CLARK mentioned that, a few
weeks ago, three larrildns were guilty of such
gross conduct at 'Villiarnstown that, when
they were brought before the local magistrates,
they were sentenced to three months' imprisonment without the option of a fine, and
that, since then, merely on paying a deposit
of £10, they had been released from gaol.
He had heard nothing of any appeal to a
superior court; and, if persons after being
sentenced to imprisonment could obtain release merely by depositing £10, it was time
the law was altered. As far as he knew, the
offenders might now be out of the colony.
Mr. KERFERD said he was not aware
of any law which enabled a person, after
being sentenced by a bench of magistrates
to imprisonment, to get out of gaol on paying £10 or anything else. Perhaps notice of
appeal was given in the case. If the honorable member for 'Villiamstown would furnish
him with particulars, he would have the
matter inquired into.
ATTEMPTS TO WRECK RAILvVAY
TRAINS.
Mr. WOODS called attention to the fact
that three or four boys had been recently
brought before magistrates for attempts to
upset a railway train near Sandhurst by
piling up stuff on the line, and that the case
had been treated as an ordinary offence, the
boys being allowed to be at large on very
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.light bail. It seemed to him that boys who "
were guilty of such practices ought to' be
made to suffer. The perpetrators of such
crimes would not be punished too severely if
they were deprived of liberty for life, because
there was no calculating what injury to life
and property might ensue. If the law was
in such a state that it would not allow of the
infliction of a heavy and permanent punishment in such cases, he hoped the AttorneyGeneral would direct his attention to . the
matter'during the recess. He was satisfied
that the House would assist in passing any
legislation of tho most stringent character
which the Attorney-GClieral might consider
proper and necessary.
Mr. KERFERD observed that the mat~
ter was surrounded with considerable difficulty, and particularly as the tribunals
which had to be dealt with took different
~Tiews as to the responsibility of young
cl1ildren for acts of the kind referred to.
'He agreed with the honorable member for
Stawell that the offence was a very grave
and serious one, and, if it hecame known
that benches of magistrates would discharge,
. the perpetrators of such acts simply because they were young, children might be
made the tools of <?lder and designing per··
sons for the commission of similar deeds.
He would give the matter the consideration
which its importance demanded, and, if he
could see his way to propose legislation for
the better protection of life and limb, he
would do so.
. Mr. McCOLL suggested that parents
should be made responsible for the acts of
their children up to a certain age. H.e considered that the blame for many of thesQ.
offences entirely rested wjth parents who had,
failed to bring up their children properly.
THE PUBLIC SERVICE.'
POLITICAL PATRONAGE.

Mr. WRIXON moved"1. That this House regards with satisfactiori
the declared intention of the Government to
carry out the will of the country as pronounced
at the recent general election, and to abolish
political patronage in the public service of Victoria.
"2. Thnt for this purpose the House 'will cordially support the Government in, as soon as
practicable, establishing the system which has
long been in successful operation in England,
and which was lately adopted by the Legislature
of the United States, under which appointments
are made according to merit, ascertained by
competitive examination, partly testing general
capability and partly adapted in each case to the
service to be rendered, and under the direction
of Civil Service Commissioners."
He said-Mr. Speaker, if honorable members will give me their attentioll for a few

moments! I think I will be able to show good
reasons why they should vote in favour of
this motion. In the first place, I desire to
say that it must not be supposed that I am
asking this House to take an unusual or
extraordinary course in inviting it to thus
express an opinion up.on a measure which we
know that the Government contemplate introducing. The course which I am requesting
honorable members to adopt is one that is
often taken by the House of Commons, and
it is particula,rly appropriate on the present
occasion, for the reason that to enable the
Government to bring in a thorongh measure
on the subject to which the motion relates
they must have the co-operation of members
of this House in abolishing political patronage. Whether that patronage is a valuable
thing for us is a question which inanyof us
have very great doubts about; but, at any
rate, in order to strengthen the hands of the
Governnient, and enable them to be perfectly
free to bring in, next session, a comprehen:..
sive and.radical measure on the subject, it
will be ~ great advantage if we expre.ss .our
readiness to assist them by giving up tba~
political patronage which at present we are
supposed to possess. I may mention that
in England, on two occasions when the
Government were introducing a measure of
civil service reform, the House of Common~
Interposed, and passed resolutions endorsing
what the Government were doing, and assuring them of its support in the matter. On
the 24~hApril, 1856, the Honse of Common.s
passed the following resolution : "That the House has observed with great
satisfaction the zeal and prudence with which
the Civil Service CommiSSIOn has proceeded in
applying a remedy to evils of a serious character,
the previous existence of which has now been
placed beyond dispute; and also the degree of
progress that has been made to'y!!-rds the establishment of a system of competItlOn among the
candidates for admission to the civil service
. . . and makes known to Her Majesty 'that
if she shall think fit further to extend them, and
to make trial in the service of the method o~
open competition as a condition of entrance,
this House will cheerfully provide for any
charges which the adoption of that system may
entail."
In 1857, the House resolved unanimously" That the experience gained since the issuing
of the, Order in Council of May 21,1855, is in
favour of the adoption of the principle of competition as a condition of entrance to the civil
service, and that the application of that principle ought to be extended in .conformity with
the resolutions of the House agreed to on the,
24th April, 1856."
,
Honorable members will therefore see that,'
in asking them to pass the resolutions whic11
I have submitted, I am not taking an un-'
usual c<?urse, but, on the contrary, I am
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adopting a course sanctioned by precedents
of the House of Commons and one which
will commend itself to general approval.
'Vhen we were before our constituents, we
all condemned tIle system of political patronage. (" No," and" Hear.") I have taken
the trouble to look carefully over the opinions
expressed by honorable members during the
election campaign, and I think I am correct
in saying that two-thirds of them condemned
political patronage in connexion with the
public service. In addition to this general
exp~'ession of opinion, the Government a~'e
expressly pledged to deal with the question
of civil service reform in this direction.
Nothing could be more clear and specific
than the statement made Oli the subject by
the Premier at Castlemaine. I think,
therefore, that it will well become us 'to
consider whether we ought not to adopt the
resolutions I have proposed, and thus smooth
the way of the Government for the introduction of a measure to abolish political
patronag~.
Let us look for a moment at
the evil of the system. I think that the
new members of this House-gentlemen
who have not had previous experience of
the duties cast upon Members of Parliat:Uent-must have been somewhat surprised,
since their election, to find the nature of the
work which .they are expected to perform.
They must be astonished to find that we, who
are sent here as legislators, whose business
it is to consider the public wants, and to
ponder over and devise .remedies for those
wants, have a large portion of our time
taken up with looking after the administrative details of the different branches of the
public service. To such al~ extent is this
the case that not a promotion or alteration
can be proposed in any department without
our being beset on all sides by candidates
who hope to benefit by the contemplated
change. In addition to this, there are every
day, by the dozen, candidates who are desirous
of entering the public service, all of WllODl
are possessed of the idea that they can get
entrance into that service by no other means
than the patronage of a Member of Parliament. Honorable members must be impressed with the fact tllat the applications
made to us on behaH of those who desire
appointments or prom(}tions in the public
sel'yice involve a very serious tax upon our
time. Moreover, they place us in a very unfnir position, because while, on the one hand,
our duty to the public-which I have no
doubt we all wish to discllarge-induces us
to desire that none but fit men should re~eiv~ appoint~ent ?r prOl~l?ti?n,. y~t, 0I?- the.
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other lland, we are undoubtedly under a
great political strain. In fact, when those
who have assisted us politically ask for our
aid either to get into the public service, or,
being in the service, to obtain promotion
therein, we are placed in a very difficult
position; we have a divided duty indeed.
It is idle for any of us to pretend. that we
can be deaf to the entreaties of those WllO
have rendered us political assistance; and
yet some of those who ha.ve been most ac"tive in aiding us in our political struggles
may be by no means the best men to get
into the public service, or to obtain promo':
tion if in it already. 'Ve, however, are
really placed in an unfair position by having
our time occupied and our attention en~
gaged in connexion with securing appoint":
ments and promotions in the public service.
'Ve may well ask how comes it that we legislators-men whose business it is to legis':
late and to represent the people-have cast
upon us the duties to which I have alluded?
'Vhy is it that we, who are sent here as
representatives, have our time and attention
occupied with the question of whether a
gatekeeper shall be promoted, whether one
man s11all be appointed to a situation in the
railway workshops, or another shall be adn1itted. into the ranks of the police force, or
whether a clerk in the Treasury shall get
an increase of salary? vVhat connexion is
there between this work and the duties which
we are elected. to perform? How is it that
we, who come here as representatives of the'
people and as legislators, have, in addition to
our proper functions, to look after the administra.ti ve deta.ils of the various public departments-a duty which is onerous and vexatious to us? The origin of this duty being
cast upon us is well known. It arose from
the example of the old country in its aristocratic days. In England, when the House
of Commons was simply an aristocratic'
body and did not in any way rest upon public opinion, it was worked by patronage, and
could be worked in no other way. The
successful party monopolized all the spoils
of the puulic service; they gave those spoils
to their supporters in the House, and their
supporters distributed them to their friends
in the country. There was a regular
machinery for carrying on the government
by means of that patronage. But what
may llave been necessary in England, in the
old days, does not apply in a country where
we have democratic government-government resting upon public opinion. The
reason for it does not exist in such a country.
Here the Millistry of the day are kept in
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office, or are supposed to be kept in office,
because they are believed to be in accord
with public opinion; and,if this assumption
is true, the need of political patronage as
a means of reward to those who vote for the
Government ought not to apply. This is
palpable to everyone who believes in the
principle of self-government. vVe are in
the position in which the people of England
have been placed since they made their government democratic. Since they have llad
self-government, they have found out the
evil of this patronage, and they have applied
a remedy to it, and to that remedy I now
wish to particularly invite the attention of
the House, because from the same source
tllat we have got the evil we can, if we like,
get the remedy. The re~edy has long
existed in England. It was not long after
the great reform of 1832 that English
statesmen began to turn their attention to
the necessity for dealing with the question of
patronage in connexion with the public service.
It was found that the system of patronage
did not at all consort with the effectual and
proper working of government according to
public opinion. It was found that the ranks
of the public service were stuffed to a great
extent by hangers-on of Members of Parlia.ment; that the most incompetent men
were nominated by members for different
110sitions; that the service was overcrowded
with their nominees; that true merit was
overlooked; and that the service was
deteriorated, and not able to bear the strain
of the complex duties cast upon it. It
was also found that the system of patronage had a deteriorating effect upon the
politics of the House of Commons; and
that the worst and weakest Governments
made the largest and most unfair use of the
patronage system. While the high-class
and best Governments might be trusted to
exercise their patronage with some discretion,
the most extensive abuses of the system
were perpetrated by those Governments
which were the least competent to be vested
with patronage. The evils of the system,
as I have already said, attracted the attention of eminent men in England, and after
1832 more than one effort at civil service
reform was made by different statesmen.
Lord Melbourne endeavoured to get established the principle of having the service
administered according to merit and not
according to patronage; bui it was not until
the year 1853 that the English Government
seriously and determinedly took the question
in hand and effected a reform. The great
difficulty of providing a reform for the evils
Mr. Wri.t'oll.
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existing in England in connexion with the
public service was in determining where the
patronage should rest. I believe there is
great force in the view which has often been
urged in this House and out of it, that if
the patronage in relation to the public
service of this country is to rest with any
man, it could not well be left in better hands
than those who are responsible to the public,
and who can be called to account if they
abuse their patronage. The di.fficulty, I
repeat, which English statesmen were faced
with when they determined to put a stop to
the system of political patronage was to
know where the patronage should restwho should have it. Now I wish to call
tlle attention of the House to the remedy
which was discovered in England. It was
simply to have admission to the civil service
regulated by competitive examination.
That, of course, is a rough remedy. A competitive examination is not a perfect test.
No one pretends that a man who passes a
competitive examination successfully shows
thereby that he is a good practical man,
and the best fitted for employment in the
public service. It was supposed, however,
that, if admission to the service was regulated by competitive examination, the difficulty of patronage would at once be solved,
because the patronage would then rest
neither with politicians, nor with the Civil
Service Commission which it was proposed
to appoint, but with the people themselves.
Any man who desired to do so could go up
for examination, and if he won a good
position among the candidates he would
get it without the patronage of any person.
In 1853, when this idea was started in
England, it was a good deal laughed
at, and a great many objections were raised
to it. Amongst others was the objection to
which I have just alluded, namely, that a
good book man is not necessarily a good
practical man. That objection was very
strongly urged. But, though the competitiye examination system was a rough and
roady remedy for the evil which English
statesmen tried to grapple with in 1853, I
wish to call honorable members' attention to
the fact-and I challenge contradiction of
the statement-that 30 years' experience
has shown this plan of admission to the
public service to be a complete success. I
will presently quote the opinions of leading
English statesmen of all parties to the effect
that, after experience, they have found the
system to work admirably j that it has relieved politicians of what was a great burthen
and nuisance to them j that it has relieved
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politics of w11at was a great distraction, and
a very unworthy element.; and that it has
also procured for the public service more
efficient men than were appointed under the
old nomination system. vVhen we hear complaints about the system of competitive examination, we must recollect that system is
not perfect-no human plan can be perfect
-and that what we have to consider is not
whether the system of admission to the
public service by competition is perfect, not
whether it is not open to objection, but
whether it is not better than the system of
patronage, under which we have our time
occupied, our attention distracted, and our
hands tied. As I have already said, I will
show by the testimony of statesmen in
England, where the people have had 30
years' experience of the competitive system,
that it is much better than the old method.
In England the existing system has, of
course, been gradually developed. The first
proposal, in 1853, was to have merely pass
examinations. That was worked for a time,
but in 1860 important changes were made,
and in 1876 and 1879 the system attained
its present perfection. How it works can
be gathered from a little handbook published
in London, which any one may purchase. Any
one may make his way into the public service
in England if he is able to win a position in
that service. I will briefly explain how the
system of appointments is worked. There
are certain Civil Service Commissioners, and
to those commissioners the heads of the
political departments send, at stated periods,
lists of the offices which require to be filled,
and thereupon the commissioners hold examinations, which are open to the whole of
the public. Any man, the poorest as well as
the richest, may send his son to a Civil Service examination, and the candidates who
are at the head of the list, according to the
result of the examination, are appointed to
the vacancies which have to be filled according to the order in which they stand. There
is no patronage in connexion with the system, except the patronage which the public
exercise by themselves and by their own
merits. One of the conditions is that every
successful candidate, whether a boy or a
man, must undergo a probation of twelve
months for the office to which he desires .to
be appointed, and if during that time he is
found not to be fit for practical work, he is
then entitled to no further consideration,
and his claim for any place by reason of the
result of the competit.ive examination entirely ceases. This is the system which now
prevails in England, and it is a system
SESe 1883.-X
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which has attracted great attention. I have
been surprised, on looking into the matter,
to find what repeated and exhaustive inquiries the House of Commons has held
into the working of it. I attribute the
holding of those inquiries to the fact that
in its earlier days the system met with very
great opposition. There were the popular
arguments against the mere bookworm
being appointed to do practical work, there
was the aristocratic influence against the
giving up of patronage, and there was the
powerful official influence against throwing
open the departments to general competition. These causes, I say, led to the
repeatecl inquiries made by the House of
Commons as to the working of the so-called
reform, and in 1860 there was an inquiry
made by some of the most eminent men in
the House. They produced a report which fills
three bulky volumes. They examined nearly
every class of public servant, from the Lord
Chancellor down to a door-keeper. Some of
the most acute minds of the day were on
the commission, and some of the commissioners disapproved of the new system.
Moreover, some eminent civil servants who
also disapproved of it were examined by the
commission. Nevertheless, the effect of the
report of the commission was to declare
that the system was working successfully,
and that, while every member of the House
of Commons felt the abolition of patronage
to be a great relief to him, there never before
was a time when the public service was in
such a sound condition. Afterwards a further report was brought up. I think that
two different commissions were appointed to
inquire into the subject, with the result that
they both reported in favour of the system
then existing. The extent to which it has
been successful may be gathered from the
fact that in the year 1877 there were 14,362
candidates before the Civil Service Commission. The system had been improved from
time to time, and, as I have already stated,
it has had the effect of raising the service,
and freeing members of the House of Commons from a task which is still imposed 011
the members of this House.
Mr. ZOX.-How are supernumeraries
dealt with?
Mr. 'VRIXON.-There are strict conditions in regard to supernumeraries. For
instance, persons who desire to obtain employment as dockyard labourers are required
to undergo an examination suited to the
duties which they will have to discharge.
It must not be supposed that the examination in each case is the same, and that all
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the candidates have to undergo tests merely In 1870, Robert Lowe, now Lord Sherin such things as reading, writing, arith- brooke, expressed these sentiments : metic, history, and geography. Where the
"We have thrown open the whole of the civil
duties to be performed are of a mechanical . service not to the more privileged classes, but to
the people at large-to those who possess.ability
nature, part of the competition is as to and industry among the lowest classes, Just as
physical condition, and a candidate is al- well as among the highest. I do not say that
competition will always point out the best perlowed so many marks for having a broad son
for a clerkship. It is true that it will not,
chest and being of a good constitution. but it has this enormous advantage-it excludes
Therefore it is not a mere bookish test an enormous quantity of incapacity that has
found its way into the public service.
which has been substituted for the system Ihitherto
think the greatest benefit of this measure is
or patronage; but there are physical tests, that we have withdrawn patronage from the doand other tests suitable to ascertain the minion of party and have given it to the people;
it will be the people's own fault if they dou't
'lualifications of the candidates for the posts and
keep it for themselves now that they have got
which they wish to fill. Forinstance, those it."
who desire to be clerks in public offices - Let me next read what John Bright wrote
where the duties to be performed include on the 29th April, 1874 :the digesting of reports, or writing from
"The opening of our civil service has met ,vith
one minute half-a-dozen letters to different general approval, and after the experience of
some
it would be impossible to go back to
persons, varying each letter appropriately, the oldyears
system."
have to undergo an examination in writing I ask honorable members who may be infrom dictation, and in other things to test clined to think that the system of competitheir qualifications for the class of work which tive examination is absurd, and that it can
they will have to perform if successful in
only be advocated by theorists and philosoobtaining the appointment which they seek. phers, to recollect that I am reading the
Therefore the candidates are subjected to words of hard-headed practical men, uttered
practical and useful tests, and, in addition, after years' experience of the system, and,
the successful candidates, as I have already be it remembered, after experience of it in
informed the House, have afterwards to go connexion with a very complicated service.
through an actual probation, and those who The British public service, including the
are not found useful men have no claim to Indian, the military, and naval services,
further employment. I will now read the and with all its ancient institutions, is a
opinions of a few distinguished men after very complicated affair, and it was a much
25 or 30 years' practical experience of the more critical thing to introduce open comsystem. The first is that of Sir Charles petition into it than it would be to introduce
Trevelyan, now Chief Secretary for Ireland, it into our little civil service. John Bright
and admittedly one of the most able and further said.
rising men in the House of Commons. On the
"The present plan is one which is felt to be
20th August, 1877, Sir Charles Trevelyan more just to all classes, and it is calculated to
supply more capable men for the various departsaidments of the public service. . . . In these
"While it was customary to place situations days, when so much is done by Governments and
in the Hevenue and other departments at the so many persons are employed by them,it seems
disposal of Members of Parliament for distribu- absolutely necessary to take precautions against
tion among their constituents, they were obliged, the selection of incompetent men and against
in self-defence, to dance attendance on the the corruption which, under the purest adminis·
patronage of the ~ecretary of the Treasu.ry, tration, is always a menacing evil."
besides having to carryon a large and annoymg
correspondence with their constituents. From I will now read what was said by Lord Dufthis double bondage they were at once liberated ferin, late Governor-General of Canada, in
when the junior appointments were open to com- regard to the civil service of Canada, in a
petition, and, as all members were placed on the
same footing, they were under no disadvantage farewell speech 011 leaving that country:in their election III consequence of the change.
" It is necessary that the civil service should
The most searching and vital improvement be given a status regulated by their acquirearising from the aboliti?n of J?atronage. is that it ments, their personal qualifications, their capahas purified the constituenCIes, and lllcreased city for rendering the country efficient serVlce,
the independence and public feeling of Mem- and that neither their original appointments nor
bers of Parliament. . . . The same change their subsequent advancement should in any way
which has increased the efficiency of the civil have to depend upon their political connexions
and military services has given a marvellous or opinions. If you will take my advice, you
stimulus to education. . . . All this has led will never allow the civil service to be degraded
to a great improvement in the efficiency of the into an instrument to subserve the ends of any
administrative service. . . . You cannot lay political party. Happily, both the great political
too much stress upon the fact that the making parties have given in their adherence to this
of public appointments by open competition principle."
has been accepted by all our political parties,
and there is no sign of any movement against I need not remind the House that Lord
it from any quarter."
Dufferin is one of the greatest and most
Mr. Wrixon.

P'ltblic Service.

[APRIL

18.J

291

Political Patronage.

,..
successful administrators the English nation
possesses. The next opinion I will read is
t,hat of Mr. Gladstone, as expressed in a
speech to the electors of Greenwich in

1871:"As to the clerkships in my office-the office
of the Treasury-everyone of you has just as
much power over their disposal as I have. . . .
We have now been enabled to remove the
barriers of nomination, patronage, jobbery,
favoritism in whatever form; and every man
belonging to the people of England, if he so please
to fit his children for competing for places
in the public service, may do it entirely irrespective of the question what is his condition in
life."

I may mention that Lord Derby, Lord
Palmerston, and Lord Russell were all parties to this reform, and worked to carry it
out thoroughly; indeed, Lord Palmerston
inaugurated the practical steps by which it
was effected. I will not read extracts on
the subject from the speeches of any of those
statesmen, and I will only trouble the,House
with one further quotation, which is from a
great conservative, Lord Salisbury. That
nobleman, who was Secretary of State for
India, wrote to the Viceroy of India in the
following terms : '
" With respect to the principle of competition
itself, the eyidence you have collected sufficiently
shows that it cannot be disturbed without injury
to the public service. The expression of opinion
that I have received from competent judges in
England led me to the same conclusion. Of its
success, as a mode of selecting persons fit to
serve in the Indian civil service, there seems to
be no reasonable doubt."

I think that I have now fully supported the
assertion I made that the competitive system
Ims been practically worked in England,
and that it has obtained the assent of leading
men of all parties. Are we going to lag
behind and llesitate in gi ving our hearty and
ready assurance to the Government--a Government who are pledged to this reformthat we will support them in carrying it out
thoroughly? We have just come from our
constituents, and I assert, without fear of
contradiction, that, if not all, at any rate a
large proportion of us declared before the
country that we were opposed to the system
of political patronage, and that we were
elected on account of that declaration. I am
qnite aware that there were reasons for the
outburst of public feeling which prevailed
during the recent elections with reference to
political patronage. I know that railway accidents had driven the evil of the system
home-had forced it upon the public mind.
But, whatever was the origin of the present strong public feeling against political
pat.ronage, let us take allYantage of it while
it exists. ,¥e shall thoroughly fail in our

duty if we go to sleep over the matter, or
allow the agitation to dwindle i~ltO some
miserable compromise of appointing a board
to manage the railways, and leave all the rest
of the public service unreformed. .I want a
declaration from this House that it will back
up the Government in dealing with thequestion thoroughly and comprehensively. Why
should we in this country have our politics
degraded by t,his nuisance and pest of
patronage, when it has been abolished in
England, where there is a complicated civil
service, which rendered the mattermOl'e difficult to deal with than it is here? Hitherto we
have been under the great disadvantage of
never being able to rouse public opinion on
the subject. Those of us who endeavoured to
ventilate it were looked upon as mere theorists
-people who had a fad. I endeavoured last
session to get a committee appointed which
would have brought the facts bearing on the
question before the House in a formal document, but I did not accomplish that object.
Since then, however, we have gone to the
country, and the country has declared strongly
against political patronage. It is now for us
to assure the Government that we will support them in fully carrying out the will of
the country in the matter. It may be said
that there is a difficulty in applying the
system of competitive examination to the appointment of mechanics and mere labourers,
but this is a difficulty which })as been overcome, to a great extent, in England, partly
by the way I have indicated. This, however, is a mere matter of detail. In bringing forward a scheme for the abolition of
political patronage, the Government, fortunately, will now have the support of public
opinion. If they effect a thorough reform
in this direction, not only will the life of a
Member of Parliament be relieved from the
trouble and distraction which now attends it,
bnt politics will be purified, and the public
mind will be improved. Nothing can be
more humiliating than to see the number of
young persons who now come from every
part of the country seeking to crawl or creep
into the public service through the patronage
of Members of Parliament, and, apparently,
having no idea of striking out a path for themselves. The persons whom we put into the
_service still look to our patronage for promotion, and the whole service is disturbed
and distracted by this miserable pestpolitical patronage. I trust that the Government will deal with the evil comprehensively, and I feel sure that the
House will support them in doing so.
Moreover, I need not remind the House of
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the great impetus which would be given to education by the system I ad vocate. If it were
understood that, instead of appointments
being given through political influence, all
appointments and promotions were made
by merit, a great impetus would be given to
the education and the whole tone of the
youthful population. In America, where
they have suffered from this curse and nuisance in a much worse form than has ever
been experienced in England or here, such
has been the force of public opil1ionlatelythat
the Legislature has carried through a reform
almost exactly on the lines of the English
reform, and it now only remains for the
Executive Government in America to give
effect to it. That is a great proof of what
the public can do when they wake up to an
evil, because in America, ever since President
Jackson enunciated the principle that the
spoils belong to the victors, political patronage has beeu a curse to the country. As
for any pitiful compromise, such as handing
over appointments to permanent heads or
boards, or providing some machinery to
mitigate the eyil, I believe that nothing of
the sort will satisfy the public mind, or I
think this House. If patronage is to be
anywhere, I think it may be just as well, and
better, in this House than anywhere else,
but I say we should abolish it altogether,
and the Government should bring in a comprehensiye scheme dealing with the whole
subject. I, therefore, ask the House to follow
the example of the House of Commons,
and to pass these resolutions justifying the
Government in the action they have declared
they will take.
Mr. McLEAN.-Sir, I have great pleasure in seconding the motion, the object of
which, I understand, is simply to elicit such
an expression of opinion as will strengthen
the hands of the Government, and perhaps
induce them to bring in a Bill at an earlier
period of next session than they might
otherwise do. For my part, I have always
held very decided views on this question,
and I sincerely trust that when the Government deal with it they will do so in a
thoroughly trenchant manner-in such a
manner as will thoroughly purge the public
service of Victoria of the painful and demoralizing effects of political patronage. I
think we could not do better than adopt
such a system as would make entrance to
the public service wholly dependent upon
fitness, to be ascertained by the proper test
of competitive examination; and I also consider that promotions should, as far as
practicable, go .by seniority. If this system
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were established, no person could enter the
public service who had not first proved that
he was thoroughly qualified for the proper
discharge of the duties required of him, and
everyone admitted to the service would know
that, if he discharged his duties in a satisfactory manner, he would be sure of promotion in the ordinary course, without it being
necessary to secure the good offices of tIle
head of his department. This system would
also relieve the heads of departments from
the odium of a suspicion that they had
unfairly promoted one officer over another,
and it would further relieve the Government of the day from the charge which too
often attaches to Governments in this
country, of showing undue favour to persons of any particular denomination, party,
or nationality. I think that every person
who competes for employment in the public
service of the country should be able to feel
that, even though he were the son of the
most obscure individual, he stood on the
same broad common platform with the son
of the most influential person in the State,
so long as he had taken pains to thoroughly
qualify himself for the proper discharge of
the duties of the office for which he was a
candidate. I heard it objected, while the
question was under consideration on a previous occasion, that those honorable members who were in favour of such a reform as
the motion of the Ilonorable member for
Portland indicates could not consistently
avail themselves of the present system
while it remains in force. But I contend
that, while the present system exists, honorable members cannot avoid recommQnding
persons whom they believe to be qualified,
and I do not think it would be wise to l1and
over thewholeof the patronage to those honorable members who believe in the system.
To do so would simply be to hold out a
bribe to those honorable members to continue their obstruction to.a reform. I desire
to express my unqualified approval of tIle
motion submitted by the honorable member
for Portland, and to assure the Government
that if they bring in a measure to give effect
to it, as, judging from the Castlemaine
deliverance of the Premier, I believe they
will do, they will have my strong a.nd hearty
support in passing it through this House.
Mr. SERVICE.-Sir, I think the honorable member for Portland has done good service in proposing this motion at the present
juncture. . The first portion of the motion
is one to which there can be no possible
objection. The second portion, however, is
more definite, and lays down lines which are
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perhaps a little too stiff, seeing that the
Government have the question still under
consideration. The points mentioned will
have the careful consideration of the Government, but I think it would not be
desirable for the House to lay down too
strict lines within which to confine the
action of the Government. I would suggest, therefore, that if the honorable member would withdraw the second part of the
motion, and allow the House to pass the first
portion, the Government would feel their
hands strengthened by it, and, while taking
into full account the principles laid down in
the second portion, they would feel themselves more at liberty, in considering the
matter, to go outside those ~ines than they
would do if the House passed the whole of
the motion as it stands.
Mr. MIRAMS.-Sir, I would have some
difficulty in voting for the motion as it
stands at present. The first portion of the
motion refers to the "declared intention"
of the Government to do certain things,
and the second portion then goes on by
implication to state what those things are
which the Government have declared their
intention of doing in connexion with the
reform of the eivil service. As far as my
memory serves me, I have not heard any
declaration from the Government at all
that they intend to introduce a system which
will abolish political patronage. The most
I have heard, as yet, is that they intend to
introduce a Bill to alter the way in which
the railways are managed.
Mr. SERVIOE.-Then the honorable
member has not read my Oastlemaine speech.
Mr. MIRAMS.-I do not take that as
a Government declaration, because I know
that some members of the Government are
opposed even to the proposition to bring
the Railway department under the system
of reform we have heard so much of. If
there are prominent members of the Government who are opposed even to handing over
the Railway department to a board of control
-that being the principal thing in connexion
with this question that the country had its
eyes directed to during the late general election-if there are prominent members of the
Ministry who have told their constituents
that they are not prepared even to go that
length, what guarantee has the House or the
country that the Government, as a Government, nre prepared to take the much larger
step of abolishing political patronage altogether throughout all th"e departments? As
far as I am individually concerned, I am not
one of those included in the" two-thirds of

Polz'tz'cal Patronage.

293

the House " who are pledged to the aboli~
tion of political patronage. I never made,
or was asked to make, any such pledge. I
am not even pledged to support the appointment of a board for the management of the
railways. I am perfectly free to do whatever commends itself to my judgment in relation to the matter when the scheme of the
Government comes before us. If the honorable member for Portland will amend the
first portion of his motion and leave the
second as it stands, I shall have no objection to vote for his proposition. The honorable member has told us of the admiraolo
way in which the system he desires to seo
introduced here has worked in England, and
I must say that the evidence so far produced
commends the system to my judgment very
much indeed. At the same time I am bound
to say that I have never suffered very much
in the direction in which the 11Onorablemembel' appears to have suffered a great dealnamely, with respect to being troubled about
appointments. Whether it is that my
constituents are more self-dependent and
self-reliant, and do not care to look after
Government billets, I cannot say, but I have
never experienced the trouble which tho
honorable member for Portland seems to
have met with. I would be glad, however,
if those honorable members who are troubled
with respect to obtaining appointments
could be relieved. Many of them certainly
seem to be troubled, for when I sometimes come here in the morning I see honQ1'able members representing country constituencies with piles of letters on the table
before them, which they have to answer. I
would be very glad, therefore, to join in any
attempt legitimately made to relieve honorable members from this difficulty, and to
raise the tone of political life in the constituencies as well as in Parliament. But I
cannot declare, by voting for this motion as
it stands, that the Government are pledged
to take such a step, because, in my judgment, they are not pledged at all. If the
honorable member will amend his motion
so that it will begin"That this House urges upon the Government
the. necessity for carrying out the will of the
country as pronounced at the recent geneml
electioD,and to abolish political patronage in the
public service of Victoria,"

I will have great pleasure in voting for it,
and when the Government scheme comes
down, if it proposes the radical and eff~ctual
change which the honorable member has
pointed out in his speech and has indicated
in the second portion of his motion, it
will have my support; but I do not pledge
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myself to support any modification of it
which we may be asked to consider, unless
it commends itself to my judgment when it
is submitted.
Mr. MACGREGOR.-Mr. Speaker, I
think that the honorable member for Portland is premature in moving this resolution,
seeing that we are soon to have submitted
'to us a scheme of civil service reform embracing every department of the State.
Moreover, the honorable member has alto"gether failed to point out any substitute for
the system of political patronage which
exists at present.
An HONOR.ABLE MEMBEn.-Competiti ve
examination.
Mr. MACGREGOR.-I know one department in which competitive examination
exists at present as severe as in any part of
England, America, or the Continent of
Europe. In that department examinations
are not confined merely to obtaining entrance
to the service, but extend over the whole
course of the civil servant's career until he
has obtained the highest position in the
department. I allude to the Education department. Boys or girls entering the department as pupil teachera have to undergo
examinations severer than those in England
and Scotland, and have to go through a
thorough system of training, including attendance at the training institution, before
they become teachers and are sent into the
State schools of the colony. Besides the
ilUmber of examinations which they undergo
during this period many of our teachers go
to the University of Melbourne, pass examinations t.here, and obtain the degree of
B.A. or M.A. Yet, with all this system
of competitive examination in existence, how
is it that Members of Parliament 11ave to go
to Minister after Minister in order to secure
justice for the teachers? I have no hesitation in pointing out w11ere the evil rests.
It rests in the fact that in the Education
department there is no system of classification at the present moment whereby any
Minister of Public Instruction can at once
say-" Here is the best man." The whole
thing is a perfect muddle, and, notwithstanding all the examinations, there is no
system by w11ich a Minister can at once
tell who is the most deserving man for
a particular post. vVhat is wanted is a
proper system of classification-say, of five
classes. The test for the first or lowest
might be the Civil Service examination,
which might be considered as a "pass"
examination for the highest class of pupil
teachers. The test in the next class would
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be the matriculation examination; in the
next, part of the first year's course at the
University; in the next, the full year's
course; and, finally, those who chose might
go in for the University examination for the
degree of B.A. or M.A. Under the present
system it is impossible to blame any Minister of Public Instruction, because there is
no propel' sy-stem of classification to guide
him, and, even if he applies to the department to single out the best man for a position, the department itself is often at fault.
Instead of the present system, it would be
better, when a position was vacant, to advertise in the public prints for applications from
teachers throughout every part of the colony,
and then, if a large number of applications
were received from teachers of the same class,
to decide by seniority. Again, the Education department has signally failed in dealing with the question of promotion. There
are some teachers who, after toiling for years
in a mining district and raising a good
school, find, owing to the shifting of the
population, their scholars leaving them. Of
course, this is no fault of the teacher, who
has worked hard and done his duty; yet
what does the department do? It immediately reduces the teacher's already poor
salary, upon which he is scarcely able to
maintain his wife and family. I consider
that system a disgrace to the colony, and it
is confined to the Education department
alone. In any other department a young
mall entering at a certain salary can rely
upon being gradually promoted , but a teacher
who has by severe labour qualified himself
for his position, finds himself mulcted in a
great portion of his salary because there
happens to be an epidemic in the district or
the people are leaving the locality. I could
point to instances in which teachers' salaries
have been reduced almost to starvation point
in this way, and simply because the department has signally failed, ever since the
Education Act came into operation, to adopt
a proper system. The remedy is a very
simple one. A teacher whose school has
gone down owing to cireumstances for which
he is not accountable should be transferred to another school where he could
earn the same salary, and an inferior teacher
appointed to take his place in the school at
which the attendance has been reduced.
Instead of that, however, the department
retains the teacher where he was, and cuts
down his salary, so that Members of Parliament have to go to the department in order
to get justice done. I repeat that what is
req uired in the Education department most
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of all is a simple plan of classification, according to which the Minister would be able to
make promotions, and I trust that the present Minister of Public Instruction will look
carefully into tlus matter. As for introducing the test of competitive examination into
the other departments, I would point out
that we have at present that test. Our
young men go up to pass the Oivil Service
and matriculation examinations. Is not
that test enough for the work that is done
in the different departments of the Government in this colony? I undertake to say
that in Victoria we have, with a very few
exceptions, a civil service which from top
to bottom is equal to that of any other
country in the world. I have come in contact with officers of all grades in the service,
and I have always found them know their
work. No doubt a blunder is committed in
allowing men to enter the public service not
by the proper door of the Oivil Service and
matriculation examinations, but by creeping
in through political influence. I would strike
a blow at that by providing that, whenever
there was a vacancy in any of the departments, advertisements should be inserted in
the Melbourne and country newspapers inviting applications from all young men who
had passed the Oivil Service examination,
and then, when the candidates presented
themselves, let the ballot-box decide who
should have the position. No political influence could be exercised in favour of a
particular person under that system. The
honorable member for Portland has referred
to a physical test being employed in England
with respect to candidates for positions -involving manual labour. I would point out
that in the Railway department in this
colony, if a man applies to be say a porter on
the railways, he has to be examined and tested
by the Government medical officer in order
to ascertain whether he is physically capable
of performing the duties. By the way, one
test which I would like to see abolished is
that in which men are required to blow into
a pipe in order to show whether their lungs
are good. Many young strong men are unable to raise the indicator to the standard,
and hence are disqualified. The mode ill
which I would abolish political patronage ill
the Railway department would be similar to
that which I have suggested in regard to the
other departments. If the Traffic Manager
wanted say a dozen porters, advertisements
should be inserted in the newspapers for
applicants, and, after rejecting those who
had failed to pass the necessary tests, it
should be left to the ballot-box to decide
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which twelve of the remainder sllOuld receive
the appointments. In this way the Minister
would have nothing to do with the matter
beyond signing the appointments of those
who had been successful in the drawing. In
connexion with the Railway department, I
beg to call the attention of the Minister to
the fact that young men in that department
who have very heavy duties to perform are
extremely badly paid in comparison with
employes in other departments. In fact,
many of them scarcely get enough to live
upon. A reform is required in this matter,
and I hope it will be attended to in the
Oivil Service Reform Bill.
Mr. McINTYRE.-Itrust the honorable
member for Portland will accept the suggestion of the Premier and withdraw the second
portion of his motion, so that the House
may l1ave an opportunity of affirming the
first portion at all events.
Mr. WRIXON.-I shall be very happy
to accept the suggestion. I have every confidence in the Government carrying out such
a reform as we desire.
The second portion of the motion was
withdrawn accordingly.
The first portion of the motion was then
agreed to, as follows : " That this House regards with satisfaction the
declared intention of the Government to carry
out the will of the country as pronounced at the
recent general election,~and to abolish political
patronage in the public service of Victoria."

EIGHT HOURS BILL.
Mr. GARDINER moved for leave to
introduce a Bill to legalize the eight hours
system in Victoria.
Mr. McOOLL seconded the motion,
which was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought ill, and read
a first time.
EXOLUSION OF STRANGERS.
Mr. ZOX moved"That it be referred to the Standing Orders
Committee to frame a standing order altering
the present practice of excluding strangers from
the LegislatIve Assembly during debate."

He observed that he desired that it should
no longer be within the power of a single
Memberof Parliament to cause the exclusion
of strangers from the galleries.
At this stage, the time allotted for giving
precedence to private members' business
having expired, the debate stood adjourned
until'Vednesuay, April 25.
RAILWAY OONSTRUOTION.
Mr. WOODS moved"That there be laid before this House a return
showing-I. The departmental estimates for the
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construction of each railway line from June,

1877\ to date. 2. The actual cost of each line as
finisned, and the cost to date of lines in progress."

Mr. McLEAN seconded the motion,
which was agreed to.
APPROPRIATION BILL.
The amendments made in this Bill, in
committee, were considered and adopted.
Mr. SERVIOE moved that the Bill be
read a third time.
Mr. MCINTYRE said he wished to draw
attention to the fact that honorable members
had just received invitation cards for the
ceremony of the prorogation of Parliament,
on the following day, in the chamber of the
Legislative Oouncil. This was the first informationof an official sort which had been given
them as to the date of the prorogation. He
thought that honorable members had been
taken by surprise at the determination of
the Government to bring the session to a
close so soon, and that they were entitled
to some information as to how long the recess was intended to last. Instead of honOI'able members being occupied for a month,
as they expected to be from the intimation
given them when the Ministry took office,
the Assembly had actually sat only eight
days since then. If the Government had
chosen to do something in the way of
work this session, they could undoubtedly
have done it. They ought to have tackled
at least two or three of the important
measures which he, the other evening,
suggested should be taken in hand before
the recess. They migllt, for instance, have
dealt with the question of malting in bond,
and also with the report of the Tariff Oommission on the stock tax. No Government
had been in so good a position as the present
one to introduce amending legislation with
reference to the stock tax.
The SPEAKER.-I may remind the
honorable member that the question before
the House is that the Appropriation Bill be
now read a third time. The honorable member is bound, by the usual rules of debate, to
confine his remarks to that question. He
is not entitled to discuss other matters, as
he would be on a motion for the Speaker to
leave the chair.
Mr. McINTYRE considered that he was
entitled, before the Appropriation Bill was
l)assed, to make a few observations as to the
neglect of the Government to deal with
some important public questions, and also
to endeavour to ascertain their intentions as
to calling Parliament together again. After
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the Appropriation Bill was passed he would
have no opportunity of offering any remarks,
because the session would then practically
be at an end. This coalition Ministry were
now enjoying their honeymoon to some
extent, but when they again met the House
they might hear a considerable amount of
snarling, and, perhaps, the happiness which
at present prevailed amongst them might
not then exist. By proroguing so early
the Government were losing the opportunity
of doing some good work, and were damaging
themselves in the eyes of the country. He
had heard that they intended to take a
three months' recess, but he hoped there
was no truth in the rumour. They were
not entitJed to a three months' recess 01' to
anything like it. Indeed, if they honestly
intended work they did not require any recess
at all. There was not a measure which they
had intimated their intention to bring forward which might not be ready for Parliament to deal with within a fortnight. The
Premier had often declared that it was
highly desirable that the financial business
of the year should be dealt with early, and
he (Mr. McIntyre) sincerely trusted that in
future it would not be put off until nearly
the close of the year. He hoped the
Government would state that they intended
to call Parliament together again with all
possible speed. In the interests of the
country, it was desirable that the recess
should be a very short one. Would the
Government promise to call Parliament
together again next month?
Mr. PEARSON remarked that the House
suffered a great deal last year by being summoned to meet at an early period, and having
a large programme of imperfectly considered
measures put before it by the then Government. He hoped that the present Ministry
would not fall into a similar error. There
would be infinitely more work done if they
took time to mature their measures, to consider them thoroughly, and to submit them
in a proper workmanlike shape rather than
bring forward a lot of ill.digested Bills. The
first business of the Assembly ought to be
to deal with the Estimates, and it was well
known that the financial accounts could not
be made up until some time in July-that, in
. fact no proper estimate of the Ways ancl
Me~ns of tlie year could be arrived at before
then. If the Government calle~ Parliament
together again early in July, he thought
that was as much as could be expected from
them. Honorable members were fairly entitled to such a recess, considering the long
session and heavy work last year, and the
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fact that the Christmas vacation was interfered with by an election which they did
not expect to have forced upon them. He
was convinced that the time intervening between now and July might be very profitably
used.
Mr. ZOX stated that to a certain extent
he agreed with the observations of the
honorable member for East Bourke Boroughs, but he hoped that the Government
would call Parliament together again as
early as possible, in order that the financial
statement for 1883-4 could be made and
the Estimates considered before it was too
late for the Assembly to exercise any control over the proposed expenditure. Legislation was also urgently required on many
important questions. He would like the
Government to give some intimation as to
when the next session would commence.
Mr. RICHARDSON observed that it
was very refreshing to find some honorable
members coming to their right mind. The
late Government never attempted to proceed with their Estimates, and, when the
Opposition demanded that they should be
gone on with, the members sitting behind
the Government, amongst whom were the
honorable member for East Melbourne (Mr.
Zox) and the honorable member for Maldon, supported them in preventing the Estimates being discussed. Those honorable
members, however, were no~ arguing that
Parliament should be called together at an
early date, in order that the Estimates might
be dealt with in time for the Assembly to
have control over them. He was glad that
they had come to a proper frame of mind, and
he hoped that they would long continue in it.
It must be remembered, however, that the
object of the present session was simply to
wind up the remnant of the business of the
previous session, which the members of the
constitutional party ought to have insisted
uponthelateGovernment doingatthe proper
time. While he hoped the recess would not
be too long, he considered that the present
Ministry were entitled to sufficient time to
prepare the measures which they intended
to submit to Parliament.
Mr. SERVICE said he hoped that honorable members would not delay the passage
of the Appropriation Bill, as the members
of the other Chamber were waiting. to receive
it. .As to the date when Parliament would
be called together again, he would simply
state that the honorable member for Maldon
must admit that a reasonable Ministry were
now in power, and that they wanted a rea~onable recess. ·They would meet the House
SESe 1883.-Y
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again in a reasonable time, and they would
then produce reasonable measures, which
they trusted would receive reasonable support from all reasonable men.
.
Mr. BOWMAN complained that the
Premier had not answered the question of
the honorable member for Maldon. If the
Government took a three months' recess, as
it was rumoured they intended to do, the
result would be easy to predict. There was
no necessity for such a recess. Legislation
was urgently required on many important
questions, and the new session ought to
commence as soon as possible. The honorable member for Creswick had accused
the late Government of not going on with
their Estimates, but the fact was that the
honorable member was one of those who
prevented the Estimates being dealt with at
the proper time.
Mr. HARPER said he concurred with
the opinion that the .Government ought to
have a recess long enough to prepare their
measures. At the same time he thought
the honorable member for Maldon was entitled to the information he asked for as to
when Parliament would meet again.
The SPEAKER.-It is the prerogative
of the Crown to call Parliament together
whenever it thinks fit.
Mr. HARPER considered that the Government should give the House some idea.
how long the recess would last.
Mr. WALKER stated that he thought
some of the remarks made by the honorable
member for Creswick (Mr. Richardson) were
very ill-advised, and calculated to provoke
retort. The honorable member blamed the
late Government for not getting their Estimates passed, but the only attempt which
they made to have them dealt with was resisted by the honorable member for Ballarat
West (Major Smith), who was one of the
Opposition. The constitutional party, over
and over again, desired the late Government
to go on with the Estimates.
The Bill was then read a third time and
passed.
NEW GUINEA.
Mr. HALL moved" That the petition presented to this House by
the late Mr. Story, member for North Melbourne, relating to the annexation of New
Guinea, be printed."

Mr. McCOLL seconded the motion, which
was agreed to.
The House adjourned at a quarter to ten
o'clock, until the following day, at a qt1artm~
to tw~ 9'~~09~ p~m~
..
. t
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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
Thur8day, April 19, 1883.
Visit of the Governor-Assent to Bill-Prorogation of
Parliament.

The PRESIDENT took the chair at five
minutes to two o'clock p.m.
ASSENT TO BILL.
At two o'clock, the Usher announced
that His Excellency was approaching the
building. Immediately afterwards, His Excellency and suite entered the chamber.
The members of the Legislative Assembly
having been summoned,
His EXCELLENCY gave his assent to
the Appropriation Bill.
THE PROROGATION.

His EXCELLENCY then addressed
the following speech to both Houses of
Parliament : "MR. PRESIDENT AND HONORABLE GENTLEMEN OF THE LEGISLATIVE
COUNCIL:
" MR. SPEAKER AND GENTLEMEN OF THE
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY:
" I am happy to be able to release you
from your attendance in Parliament.
"The proposed annexation of New G"!linea
to British territory has been received with
great satisfaction by the people of Victoria,
and my advisers have taken prompt action
to support the Government of Queensland
in urging that course on the Imperial Government.
" A conference of the representatives of
the Australian colonies has been convened,
to be held at Sydney early in May, for the
purpose of considering the desirability of
the Australian colonies entering into the International Postal U nion,which now embraces
the whole of Europe, Egypt, and the United
States of America. Advantage, no doubt,
will be taken of that opportunity for the
purpose of considering other matters affecting the intercolonial relations of the respective colonies forming the Australian group.
My advisers are anxious to promote, in
every way, concerted action among the Australian colonies in respect to all proposals
which have for their object the promotion
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of the material welfare and unity of Her
Majesty's subjects in these colonies. It
is the intention, therefore, of my advisers
that this colony shall be represented at the
proposed conference.
"MR. SPEAKER AND GENTLEMEN OF THE
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY: .
" I thank you for the liberal Supplies you
have granted for the public service.
"MR. PRESIDENT AND HONORABLE GENTLEMEN OF THE LEGISLA.TIVE
COUNCIL:
"MR. SPEAKER AND GENTLEMEN OF THE
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY:
" The session of Parliament which I am
now bringing to a close Was called together
with the special object of granting Supplies
for the services of the year, and also for obtaining legislative sanction for the proposed
expenditure of money in connexion with
our railways and other public works; these
objects I am gratified
observe you have
accomplished.
" The Act that you have passed authorizing an increased number of lines. of rails to
be laid down in the different approaches to
our principal railway stations, and the construction of other works in oonnexion therewith, will I trust promote the safety of the
travelling public, and reduce to a minimum
the possibility of such serious accidents as
those which have already caused so much
distress to a large number of persons.
" I have observed with pleasure that you
have authorized the Melbourne Harbour Trust
to obtain money for the prosecution of the
works of the trust with greater advantage
than heretofore. This will, I believe, have
the effect of enabling that body, whilst im ...
proving the accommodation of the port, to.
give employment to a large number of
persons.
" My advisers will take advantage of therecess to consider and prepare those measures
of legislation which are most urgently required.
"In being relieved from your onerous
duties, you must be gratified to know that,
under the. blessing of Divine Providence,

to
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the producing and manufacturing interests
of this country continue prosperous.
" In the name of Her Majesty, I now
declare this Parliament prorogued to the
80th day of May, and it is hereby prorogued
accordingly."
Copies of the speech were delivered to the
President and the Speaker, and the members
of the Assembly then withdrew.
His Excellency and suite retired from the
chamber, and the proceedings terminated.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Thursday, AprillD, 1883.
Forfeiture of Mining Shares-Assent to Bills-Delay in
Olearing the Royal Ma.il Steam-ship Ro&etla-Appropriation Bill-Prorogation of Parliament.

The SPEA.KER took the chair at two o'clock
p.m.
MINING SHARES.
Dr. QUICK asked the Minister of Mines
whether, during the recess, the Government
would consider the propriety of submitting
to Parliament, next session, a Bill to limit
the time within which actions respecting
the forfeiture of shares in mining companies
might be brought?
Mr. LEVIEN said he had made some
inquiries with regard to this matter, and, as
far as he could gather, legislation in the
direction spoken of by the honorable member
for Sandhurst (Dr. Quick) was necessary
and desirable.
ASSENT TO BILLS.
Mr. SERVICE presented a message from
the Governor, intimating that, at the Government offices, that day, His Excellency
gave his assent to the Melbourne Harbour
Trust Act Amendment Bill, the Fisheries
Law Continuance Bill, the Expiring Laws
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Continuation Bill, the Railways Additional
Works Bill, the Water Supply Loans Bill,
and the Payment of Members Bill.
THE R.M.S.S. "ROSETTA."
Mr. ZOX asked the Minister of Customs
the cause of the delay in clearing the Royal
mail steam-ship Rosetta, on her arrival in
Hobson's Bay on Tuesday night? It appeared that there was a delay of one hour and
twenty minutes, to the great inconvenience
of passengers who desired to come ashore.
Mr. LANGRIDGE observed that, on
first hearing of the detention, he made inquiry as to the cause, and ascertained that
it was not the fault of the Customs officers
or the Immigration officer. Those officers
were alongside the Rosetta before the signal
gun was fired, but they could not go on board
in the absence of the Health officer, who
ultimately had to be sent for. A full explanation of the matter, by Mr. Wilson,
the Immigration Agent, was published in
the Argus that morning.
THE PROROGATION.
At three minutes past two o'clock, the
Usher of the Legislative Council brought
a message from His Excellency the Governor, desiring the attendance of honorable
members in the chamber of the Legislative
Council.
The members present, headed by the
Speaker, and attended by the Clerk, the
Clerk-Assistant, and the Serjeant-at-Arms,
proceeded to the chamber of the Legislative
Council.
Returning in about ten minutes,
The SPEAKER, standing at the table,
informed the House that the Governor had
given the Royal assent to the Appropriatiqn
Bill, and read His Excellency's speech proroguing Parliament.
The c.eremony of shakip.g hands with the
Speaker was then performed by honorable
members, and the bllsiness of the session
terminated.
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Chief Secretary's Department, 130.
Coranderrk Aboriginal Station, 179.
Defence of the Colony, 163.
Disease in Vines, 284.
Dr. Sonder's Collection, 161.
Election of Speaker, 3.
Electoral Rolls, 69.
Exhibition Building, 161.
Government Printing-office, 162.
Governor's Speech, 20.
Health Laws Amendment Bill, 66.
Hydrophobia, 101.
Industrial Schools, 159 and 187.
Lunatic Asylums, 131, 152, 154, and 157 ..
Mr. Curnow, 168.
Mr. Reginald Green, 161.
Officers of the Legislative Assembly, 182~
Parliament Library, 182.
Postal Department-Arrangements at Maryborough, 168; Postal and Telegraph Rates,
200; Postage and Duty Stamps, 200;
Telegraph Wires, 201; English Money
Orders, 224; Mails by the Orient Company's
Steam-ships, 224; Telegraph-office Accommodation at Melbourne, 224; Telegraph
Poles, 224; Telegraph-office at Timor, 234.
Public Library, 160.
Public Service-Promotions by the O~oghlen
Government, 162 and 218.
Refreshment Rooms, 185.
Vaccination, 284.
Bill Discharged from the Paper-Statute of
Trusts Amendment Bill, 262.
BILLSON, Mr. GEORGE (The Ovens)
Albury and Wodonga Railway Junction, 282.
Income 'Tax, 235.
BOLTON, Mr. HENRY (Moira)
Goulburn Valley Railway, 284 .
Malting in Bond, 69.
Railways Additional Works Bill, 239.
St. James Railway, 64.
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BOSISTO, Mr. JOSEPH (Richmond)
Government Printing-office, 162.
Governor's Speech, 41.
Kensington-hill, 152.
Parks and Gardens, 235.
Parliament Library, 181.
Railway Department-Swan-street Crossing,
211.
Railways Additional Works Bill, 239.
BOWMAN, Mr. ROBERT (Maryborough and Tal-

bot)
Business of the Session, 145.
Charges against the O'Loghlen Government,
216.
Closed Roads, 142.
Duration of the Recess, 297.
Governor's Speech, 52.
Legislative Assembly Chamber-Accommodation for Members, 71.
Lunatic Asylums, 153 and 158.
Maryborough Postal Arrangements, 168.
Rail way Department-Station-master Thompson and Guard Hunt, 67; Maryborough
Station, 199.
Reserves, 235.
Single Electorates, 65. '
Telegraph·office at Timor, 234.
Timber Conservation, 168.
Brown, Engine·driver-Case of-Motion by Mr.
Zox in favourofa grant of money, proposed
and withdrawn, 76; statement by Mr.
Wrixon, 76.
Bungaree, Road Works in-Statement by Mr.
James, 220.
BURROWES, Mr. ROBERT (Sandhurst)
Business of the Session, 145.
Lunatic Asylums, 132 and 153.
Mr. Joseph Geary, 189 and 191.
Officers of the Legislative Assembly, 182.
Public Finances, 130.
Public Payments, 141.
Public Service-Promotions by the O'Loghlen
Government, 130, 131, and 193.
Railway Department-California Gully Siding,
199.
Residence Areas, 285.
Statute of Trusts Amendment Bill, 260.
CAMERON, Mr. E. H. (Evelyn)
Coranderrk Aboriginal Station, 180.
Chairman of Committees, Election of - Mr.
Cooper nominated by Mr. Francis, 55; Mr.
Dow nominated by Mr. Nimmo, 56; Mr.
Cooper elected, 57.
CHAmMAN OF COMMITTEES (Mr. Cooper)Rulings ofPayment of Members Bill, 229.
Reading newspaper extracts, 163.
Reference to members as a" crowd," 257.
Reference to "persons outside," 164.
Re·opening a debate which has terminated, 218
and 257.
Charitable Institutions-Vote discussed in Committee of Supply, 163; statement by Mr.
Zox, 183; by Mr. Berry, 184. (See Mel,-

bourne H ospita~.)

Civil Service. (See Public Service.)
CLARK, Mr. A. T. (Williamstown)
Averted Railway Collision at South Yarra, 207.
Fisheries Law Continuance Bill, 237.
Governor's Speech, 21.
Larrikinism at Wil1iamstown, 285.
Legislative Assembly Chamber-Accommodation for Members, 70; Electric Lighting, 213.
Lightning Rocks, 212.
Malting in Bond, 69.
Melbourne Harbour Trust Act Amendment
Bill, 175, 177, and 178.
Payment of Members Bill, 170.
Public Service-Promotions by the O'Loghlen
Government, 156; Retrenchment, 158.
Railway Department-Traffic Manager, 225;
Williamstown Station, 283.
Williamstown Coal Prospecting Company, 225.
Yacht Anchorage, 176, 178, and 201.

Mr. W. M. (Footscray)
Lunatic Asylums, 158.
Railway Department-Conveyance of Volun·'
teers, 67 and 143.
Railway Loan Account (1881) Application Bill,
149.
Refreshment Rooms, 185.

CLARK,

Closed Roads. (See Roads, Closed.)
Coal-Vote for prospecting discussed in Commit·
tee of Supply, 225.
Codification-Question by Dr. Quick, 142.
Committees (permanent)-Appointed, 75.
Committees (select) - Appointed - Governor's
speech, 54; Elections and Qualifications
Committee, 54.
CONNOR, Mr. J. H. (Geelong)
Agricultural Colleges, 200.
Agricultural Statistics, 186.
Fisheries Law Continuance Bill, 237.
Geelong Harbour, 69.
Tree Planting-State 'School Reserves, 235;
Geelong and Colac Railway, 240. '
Consolidated Revenue (£587,500) Bill-Brought
in, by Mr. Grant, and passed through all its
stages, 58.
Coolie Labour-Question by Mr. Toohey, 102.
COOPER, Mr. THOMAS (Oreswick)
Election as Chairman of Committees, 57.
Postage and Duty Stamps, 200.
Statute of Trusts Amendment Bill,. 261.
(See Ohairman of Oommittees.)
COPPIN, Mr. G. S. (E. Melb.ourne)
Health Laws .Amendment Bill, 65 and 66. '
Telegraph Wires, 201.
Coranderrk Aboriginal Station. (See Aborigines.)
Council Elections (1882) Act Amendment Aot
- Governor's message communicating tho
Royal assent, 23.
Curnow, Mr.-Case of-Question by Major Smith,
168.
Customs Department-Vote for additional 'pen·
sion to Mr. H. Lascelles discussed in Committee of Supply, 165; statement by Mr.
Langridge re alleged retirement of officers,
201.

LEGISLATIV~

Mr. D. M. (Grenville)
rublic Instruction-Employment of Teachers,
283.·
.
Sessional Arrangements-Refreshment Hour,
. 72.
Vaccination, 284.

DAVIES,

Mr. M. H. (St. Kilda)
Melbourne Harbour Trust Act Amendment
Bill, 178.
Payment of Members Bill, 226.
Railway Accidents, 67.
.
S~atute of Trusts Amendment Bill, 261.
Titles-office, 67.
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Mr. J. GAVAN (eontin1lecl).
Resignation of Members-Issue of New Writs
22.
. ,
Sessional Arrangements-Private Members'
Business, 73.
.

DUFFY,

Dynamite. (See Explosives.)

DAVIES,

Education. (See P~tblic Instruction.)
Egyptian War-Despatch from Secretary of
State, acknowledging receipt of Assembly'S
address of congratulation, 23.
Eight Hours Bill-Brought in by Mr. Gardiner,
and read first time, 295.
Election, General-Communications from GovDays of Sitting-Appointed, 72-5.
ernor's private secretary, re deficient supply
of . ballot-papers at polling places in the
DEAKIN, Mr. ALFaED ( W. Bourke)-Introduced
'Yunmera and Moira districts, 17; discuson re·election after accepting office as Minister
SIOn thereon, 17. (See Grant and Grenville
of Public Works and Water Supply, 63.
Elections.)
Ballarat East Post-office, 214.
Election Petitions-Presentation of, announced,
Bungaree Road Works, 220.
23 and 63. (See Ballarat West Election'
Expenditure under Loans-Water Supply,
also Rodney. )
,
240; Public Works, 240.
Elections and Qualifications CommitteeFalls Bridge, 67.
Speaker's warrants produced, 54, 63, and
Geelong Harbour, 70.
236; Mr. Service's resignation as a member
Gippsland Lakes, 68.
announced, 199; Mr. Grant appointed a.
GOvernment Printing-office, 213.
member,236.
'
Kensington-hill, 215.
Electoral Law, Amendment of-Motion by Mr•
.Legislative Assembly Chamber - Electrio
Bowman in favour of single electorates, pro·
Lighting, 213 and 235.
posed and withdrawn, 65.
Lunatic Asylums, 212.
Electoral Rolls-Question by Dr. Quick 69.
North Melbourne Swamp, 220.
Employ~rs' Liability Bill-Brought in 'by Mr.
Public Library, 214.
WrlXon, and read first time, 82.
Resignation of Members-Issue of New Writs, Employes in Shops Commission-Question by
22.
Mr. Gardiner, 141; statement by Mr. GarRiver Murray, 199.
diner, 235.
Water Supply Loans Bill, 202.
Estimates-Estimatesof Expenditure for 1882-3
Waterworks Trusts, 102.
brought down, 23; referred to Committee
Yan Yean Water Supply, 66, 103, and 202.
of~Supply, 55; Additional Estimates brought
Yarra Floods, 200.
down, 149.
Exhibition Building-Statement by Mr: Berry,
Defence of the Colony-Votes discussed in Com·
161.
mittee of Supply, 162-3.
Expiring Laws Continuation Bill-Governor's
message brought down, 18 ; considered in
DERHAM, Mr. F. T. (Sandridge)
committee, 259; resolution for an appro·
Payment of Members Bill, 229.
priation agreed to, 259; reported and
a~opted, 259 ; Bill brought in, and read first
Despatch from Secretary of State for the
tune, 18; passed through remaining stages,
Colonies-Transmitted by the Governor,
259-60.
.
23.
: Explosives-Question by Mr. Hall, re sale of
Dia.mond Drills-Question by Mr. Shackell,
dynamite, 283.
198; by Mr. A. Harris, 285.
Diseases in Stock. (See Expiring Luws Oontinu·
Falls6f.ridge, New-Question by Mr. Nimmo,
ation Bill.)
Divisions-In full House-On Mr. Francis'motion for appointment of Mr. Cooper as Chair- Finance. (See Public Finances. )
man of Committees, 57; on Mr. Gillies'
FINCHAM, Mr. G. R. (Bullarat 'WeQt)
.
motion re 'payment of members, 172.
Election of Chairman of Committees, 56. .
Division-In Committee-On Mr. Berry's mo·
tion 'l'e classification of Lunatic Asylum
FINK, Mr. B. J. (Maryborough and Talbot)
.
stewards, 159.
Timber Conservation, 169.
Dow,Mr. J .. L. (Kuru Kara)
Fisheries Law Continuance Bill-Brought in by
Agricultural Statistics, 186.
Mr. Langridge, and passed througb all its
Coranderrk Aboriginal Station, 181 and 199.
stages, 237.
Mr. Joseph Geary, 191.
Forests. (See Reserves; also Timber OonservaPayment of Members, 199.
tion.)
.
Rifle $hooting in State Schools, 188.
Mr.. J. GAVAN ,(Dalhousie)
Absence of Members, 75.
Defalcations in the Lands Department, 236.
Pub.1ic Library, 160. '..
'.
.

DUFFY,

J:

Mr. G. (Warrnambool)
Election of Chairman of Committees, 55.
Formation of the Service Ministry, 59•.
Governor's Speech, ~1.

FRANCIS,

308

INDEX.

GARDINER, Mr. JOHN (Oarlton)
Eight Hours Bill, 295.
Employes in Shops Commission, 141 and 235.
Government Printing-office, 236.
Public Library, 213 and 214.
Railway Loan Account (1881) Application Bill,
149.
Railways Additional Works Bill, 239.
Geary, Mr. Joseph-Case of-Vote for compensation discussed in Committee of Supply,
189.
Geelong Harbour-Question by Mr. Connor, 69.
GILLIES, Mr. DUNCAN (Rodney)-Introduced on
re-election after accepting office as Minister
of Railways, 93.
Albury and W odonga Railway Junction, 282.
Expenditure under Loans, 259.
Goulburn Valley Townships, 201.
Governor's Speech, 20.
Kensington-hill, 256.
Lunatic Asylums, 158.
Melbourne Tramway and Omnibus Company's
Bill, 173, 174, and 231.
Payment of Members Bill, 169, 172, 194, 229,
and 230.
Public Finances, 113.
Railway Department-Rolling-stock, 64, 103,
and 113; Accidents, 67, 199, and 210; Passenger Fares, 67 ; Conveyance of Volunteers,
67 ; Station-master Thompson and Guard
Hunt, 67; Engine-driver Brown, 76; Employes' Salaries, 199 and 224; California
Gully Siding, 199.
Railway Extension, 64.
Railway Loan Account (1881) Application Bill,
143, 147, and 148.
Railway Stations-Maryborough, 199; North
Melbourne, 282; Williamstown, 283; Elmore, 283; Chapel-street, 283; Emerald
Hill, 283; Goulburn Valley Line, 284.
Railways Additional Works Bill, 237,238, and
240.
Railways authorized by the Act of 1880-8t.
James, 64 and 284; Kerang, 101; Scarsdale, 201; Heyfield, 284.
Gippsland Lakes, Entrance to-Question by
Mr. McLean, 68.
Goulburn Valley Townships, Gravel for-Question by Mr. Hall, 201.
.
Government House - Vote for furniture, &c.,
discussed in Committee of Supply, 214.
Government Printing-office-Votes discussed in
Committee of Supply, 162 and 212 ; question
by Mr. Gardiner, 236.
Governor, His Excellency the (the Most Honorable the Marquis of N ormanby, G. C. M. G.)
-Motion by Mr. Moore, for address in reply to speech, 18; seconded by Mr. J. J.
Madden, 19; amendment by Mr. Service,·
informing His Excellency "that his advisers do not possess the confidence of Parliament," 19; seconded by Mr. Berry, 20;
debate adjourned, 22; resumed by Mr. C.
Young, 24; continued by Mr. Francis, 31 ;
Mr. Mirams, 32; Mr. Graves, 32; Mr.
McIntyre, 33: Mr. McLean, 40; Mr. Bosisto, 41; Mr. Bent, 42; Mr. Bowman, 52;
amendment carried, 54; committee appointed to prepare address, 54; address
brought up and adopted, 54; His Excellency's answer, 59. (See Ministry.)

Governor's Messages-Re Public Works Tem
porary Advances Bill, 18 ; reExpiringLaws
Continuation Bill, 18; re address to the
Queen on the British victories in Egypt, 23;
re Her Majesty's assent to the Council
Elections (1882) Act Amendment Act, 23 ;
transmitting Estimates, 23 and 149; intimating that His Excellency has given
the Royal assent to certain Bills, 64, 165,
and 229; re Railway Loan Account (1881)
Application Bill, 143; re Payment of Members Bill, 193.
Grant and Grenville Elections, Alleged Improper Voting at-Leave given to tbe Clerk
or some other officer to attend trial, 236.
GRANT, Mr. J. M. (The Avoca)
Annexation of New Guinea, 236.
Consolidated Revenue Bill, 58.
Election of Chairman of Committees, 57.
Election of Speaker, 4.
Elections for the Wimmera and Moira-Deficiency of Ballot-papers, 17 and 18.
Estimates, 55.
Expiring Laws Continuation Bill, 18.
Governor's Speech, 20.
Legislative Assembly Chamber-Accommodation for Members, 70.
Public Finances, 124.
Public Works Temporary Advances Bill, 58.
Resignation of the O'Loghlen Ministry, 54.
Supply, 54.
Votes on Account, 57.
Ways and Means, 54 and 58.
GRAVES, Mr. J. H. (Delatite)
Challenged Teas, 221.
Diseases in Stock Act, 259.
Fisheries Law Continuance Bill, 237.
Governor's Speech, 32.
Legislative Assembly Chamber - Electric
Lighting, 213.
Lightning Rocks, 212.
Loan Correspondence, 204.
Lunatic Asylums, 155 and 168.
Mr. Henry Lascelles, 165.
Public Service-Promotions by the O'Loghlen
Government, 130 and 219.
Rabbit Extirpation, 284.
Green, Mr. Reginald-Case of-Statement by
Mr. Berry, 161.
iIALL, Mr. G. W. (Moira)
Annexation of New Guinea, 297.
Benalla and St. James Railway, 284.
Explosives, 283.
Goulburn Valley Townships, 201.
HARPER, Mr. ROBERT (E. Bourke)
Duration of the Recess, 297.
Government Printing-office, 212.
Legislative Assembly Chamber - Electric
Lighting, 213.
Lunatic Asylums, 158.
Payment of Members Bill, 173 and 231.
Public Library, 160. .
Public Service-Promotions by the O'Loghlen
Government, 217 and 219.
Railway Department-Officers' Salaries, 225.
Sessional Arrangements-Private Members'
Business, 74.
Statute of Trusts Amendment Bill, 260.
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Mr. ALBERT (N. Gippsland)
Diamond Drills, 285.
Mr. Bent, 257.
Postal and Telegraph Rates, 200.
Public Instruction-School at Broadlands,
283.
Traralgon and Heyfield Railway, 284.

Lake Gilbar, Reclamation of-Question by Mr.
Toohey, 200.

Mr. JOSEPH (St. Kilda)
Averted Railway Collision at South Yarra, 207.
Disease in Vines, 284.
Dr. Sonder's Collection, 161.

Land, Alienation of-Motion by Mr. Mirams
against further alienation of Crown land,
pending further information and legislation,
76; debate adjourned, 82; statement by
Mr. Tucker, 175.
Land, Auriferous. (See Residence A?·eas.)
Land Law, Operation of-Return of selections
ordered, on motion of Mr. Mirams, 82;
produced, 236; return ordered the previous
session produced, 236.
Land Selectors, Position of-Question by Mr.
Langdon, 102.
Lands Department-Motion by Mr. Mason for
papers re applications for land at 'Winchelsea, proposed and withdrawn, 202; statement by Mr. W. Madden, re land revenue,
212; report re defalcations of late Accountant ordered to be printed, on motion of Mr.
Duffy,236.

HARRIS,

HARRIS,

Health Laws Amendment Bill-Motion by Mr.
Coppin for leave to introduce, 65; debated,
66; withdrawn, 66. (See Public Health
Statute Amendment Bill. )
Heyfield Railway-Question by Mr. A. Harris,
284.
Hours of Sitting. (See Sessional Arrangements.)
Mr. THOMAS (Kilmore and Anglesey)
Personal Explanation-The Age and the Great
.
Extended Langridge Company, 166.

HUNT,

Hydrophobia-Question by Mr. Staughton, 101.
Income Tax-Question by Mr. Billson, 235.
Industrial and Reformatory Schools-Vote discussed in Committee of Supply, 159 and
187.
Irrigation-Return ordered the previous session
produced, 72.
Mr. JOHN (Ballarat East)
Ballarat East Post-office, 214.
Bungaree Road Works, 220.
Railway Department-Carriages, 64; Employes'Salaries, 199.

JAMES,

Kensington-hill-Question by Mr. Richardson,
re employment of labourers, 150; statement by Mr. Service, 150; discussion thereon, 150; subject discussed in Committee of
Supply, 185 and 214; in Committee of Ways
and Means, 254; question by Mr. Staughton,
282.
Kerang Railway-Question by Mr. Moore, 101.
Mr. G. B. (The Ovens)-Introduced
on re-election after accepting office as
Attorney-General, 63.
Allandale Police Court, 212.
Attempts to Wreck Railway Trains, 286.
Averted Railway Collision at South Yarra, 208.
Codification, 142.
Expiring Laws Continuation Bill, 259.
Fisheries Law Continuance Bill, 237.
Grant and Grenville Elections, 236.
Justices of the Peace, 234.
Larrikinism at Williamstown, 285.
Lunatic Asylums, 156.
Melbourne Harbour Tnlst Act Amendment
Bill, 177, 178, and 226.
Mr. Joseph Geary, 191.
Residence Areas, 285.
Resignation of Members-Issue of N ew Writs,
22.
Titles-office, 67.
Treasury Promotions, 161.
Water Supply Loans Bill, 202.

KERFERD,

Mr. JOHN (8. Bourke)
Municipal Endowment, 101.

KEYS,

Mr. PETER (Grant)
Election of Speaker, 4.
Officers of the Legislative Assembly, 184.
(See The Hon. the Speake?'.)

LALOR,

Mr. THOMAS (The Avoca)
Land Selectors, 102. .
Mallee Question, 235.

LANGDON,

Mr. G. D. (Collingwood)-Introduced on re-election after accepting office
as Minister of Trade and Customs, 63.
Challenged Teas, 142.
Customs Department-Mr. Henry Lascelles,
165; Mr. Howden and Mr. Macfarlane, 201.
Fisheries Law Continuance Bill, 236.
Mail Steam-ship R08etta, 299.
Malting in Bond, 69.
Melbourne Tramway and Omnibus Company's
Bill, 174.
Payment of Members, 199.
Yacht Anchorage, 176 and 201.

LANGRIDGE,

Larrikinism at Williamstown-Statement by
Mr. A. T. Clark, 285.
Lascelles, Mr. Henry--Case of. (See C~t8tom8
Department. )
Mr. JOHN (N. MelboU1'ne)
Asking Questions, 68.
.
Business of the Session, 146.
Floating of Loans, 66 and 101.
Legislative Assembly Chamber-Accommodation for Members, 71.
Melbourne Harbour Trust Act Amendment
Bill, 177.
Melbourne Hospital, 163, 164, and 166.
Melbourne Tramway and Omnibus Company's
Bill, 74.
North Melbourne Swamp, 220.
Public Health Statute Amendment Bill, 65
and 263.
Railway Loan Account (1881) Application Bill,
149.
Railways Additional Works Bill, 238.
Reading of Newspaper Extracts, 166.
Resignation of Members-Issue of New Writs,
22.

LAURENS,

Law Courts, New.
~tnder.)

(See Loans,

Expendit~tre

810

INDEX.

Legislative Assembly - Statement by Mr.
Richardson, re accommodation for members,
70; discussion thereon, 70; vote discussed in
Committee of Supply, 182; statement by
the Speaker, re exercise of patronage,' 184;
discussion thereon, 184. (See Parliament
Buildings. )
LEVIEN, Mr. J. F. (Barwon)-Introduced on
re-election after accepting office as Minister
of Mines and Agriculture, 63.
Agricultural Colleges, 200.
Artificia.l Grasses, 200.
Coal, 225.
Diamond Drills, 198.
Forfeiture of Mining Shares, 299.
Parks and Gardens, 226.
Timber Conservat.ion, 168.
Lightning Rocks, Removal of-Question by Mr.
A. T. Clark, re bonus to divers, 212.
Loan Correspondence-Question by Mr. Patterson, 167; statement by Mr. Service, 167;
motion by Mr. Patterson for production of
correspondence, set down as "unopposed,"
ordered to be placed on the ordinary list,
202; statement by Mr. Bent, 203; by Mr.
Service, 204 and 205; by Mr. Graves, 204;
Mr. Patterson's motion proposed and agreed
to, 260.
Loans, Expenditure under-Estimate of expenditure re railway rolling-stock, &c., passed
in committee, 103; re Yan Yean waterworks, 103; resolutions reported and adopted,
103; estimate 1'e Geelong and Coliban
waterworks passed in committee, 240;
resolution reported and adopted, 240;
estimate 1'e public works passed in committee, 241; resolution reported and
adopted, 241 ; further estimate of expenditure 1'e railway rolling-stock, &c., passed in
committee, 259; resolution reported and
adopted, 259.
Loans, Floating of-Questions by Mr. Laurens,
66; by Mr. Mason, 66.
Lunatic Asylums-Vote discussed in Committee
of Supply, 131 and 152; statement by Mr.
Graves, 168; by Mr. McLellan, 168;1
question by Mr. McLellan, re Ararat lunatic
asylum buildings, 212.
MCCOLL, Mr. HUGH (Mandurang)
Attempts to Wreck Railway Trains, 286.
Gippsland Railway-Station at Chapel-street,
Prahran, 283.
Sessional Arrangements-Private Members'
Business,74.
_ __

McINTYRE, Mr. JOHN (continued)~
Legislative Assembly Chamber-Accommodation for Members, 71.
Lunatic Asylums, 157. .
Melbourne Harbour Trust Act Amendment

Bill,177.
Melbourne.. Tramway and Omnibus Com.
pany's Bill, 173 and 174.
Ministerial Explanation, 63.
Parliament Library, 182.
Payment of Members Bill, 169 and 229.
Postal Department-English Money Orders,
224.
Public Finances, 118 and 254.
Public Service-Black Wednesday Dismissals, 68; Estimates of the O'Loghlen Go·
vernment, 131 and 225; Appointments, 219;
Abolition of Political Patronage, 295.
Railway Brakes, 23.
Railway Loan Account (1881) Application Bill,
148.
Railway Management Bill, 210.
Railways Additional "l;Vorks Bill, 238.
Sessional Arrangements-Hours of Sitting, 72.
McLEAN, Mr. ALLAN (N. Gipp8land)
Gippsland Lakes, 68.
Governor's Speech, 40.
Public Service-Abolition of Political Patron·
age, 292.
Sessional Arrangements-Asking Questions,
73.
McLELLAN, Mr. WILLIAM (Ararat)
Ararat Lunatic Asylum, 132,154,168, and 212.
Water Supply Loans Bill, 202.
MAC MAHON, Sir CHARLES (W. Melbottrne) Legislative Assembly-Appointments, 183 and
185.
Political Patronage, 65 and 132.
MADDEN, Mr. J. J. (Belfast)
Governor's Speech, 19.
MADDEN, Mr. WALTER (The Wimmera)
Artificial Grasses, 200.
Kensington-hill, 216.
Lands Department, 212.
Magistrates-Question by Mr. 'Vrixon, 234.
MalIee, The-Question by Mr. Langdon, 235.
Malting in Bond. (See Barley, Imported.)

MACGREGOR, Mr. ROBERT (Ememld Hill)
Public Library, 161.
Public Service-Abolition of Political Patronage, 294.
Sessional Arrangements-Refreshment Hour,
73.

MASON, Mr. F. C. (S. Gippsland)
Absence of Members, 75.
Floating of Loans, 66.
Land at Winchelsea, 202.
Legislative Assembly Chamber-Accommoda.
tion for Members, 70.
.
,
Railway Construction Bill, 262.
Railway Extension, 64.
Sessional Arrangements-Hour of Meeting.
72; Private Members' Business, 73.
Statute of Trusts Amendment Bill, 262.

McINTYRE, Mr. JOHN (Maldon)
Business of the Session, 143 and 296.
Charitable Institutions, 163.
Election of Chairman of Committees, 55.
Fisheries Law Continuance Bill, 237.
Governor's Speech, 24 and 33.
Industria.l Schools, 187.
Kensington-hill, 152, 255, and 256.

Melbourne Harbour Trust Act Amendment Bill
-Notice of motion for leave to introduce,
142; Bill brought in by Mr. Service, and
read first and second tinle, 175; considered
in committee, 175; read third time, 193;
returned from Legislative Council with
amendments, 226; amendments adopted,
226.
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McHbourneHospital-Statements by Mr. Laurens,
163 and 166. (See Oharitable Institutions.)
Melbourne, North - Representation of - Dr.
Rose'sresignation announced, 23 ; re-election
of Dr. Rose announced, 63; Dr. Rose introduced and sworn, 63.
Melbourne Tramway and Onmibus Company's
Bill-Motion by Mr. Gillies for Bill to be
placed at the stage reached the previous
session, 173; debated, 173; agreed to,
174 ; motion re fees, agreed to, 174; motion
by Mr. Gillies, for standing order to enable
promoters to go on with the Bill in the following session without commencing de r'o1io,
231; adopted, 231 ; Governor's approval of
standing order announced, 262.
Member, Resignation of-Question by Mr.
Laurens, 22; Speaker's ruling1'eissue of new
writs, 22 and 233; Dr. Rose's resignation
a.nnounced, 23.
Members, Absence of-Leave of absence granted
to Mr. Robertson, during the session, 75.
Members, Movements of-8tatement by the
Speaker, 72.
Members Sworn, 2, IS, and 63; Speaker's
commission to swear new members produced, 17.
Mining Shares-Question by Dr. Quick, re forfeiture, 299.
Ministry, The-Adoption of address to the Go.
vernor, intimating that the O'Loghlen Ministrv "do not possess the confidence of
Parliament," 54; Mr. Grant announces the
resignation of the Ministry, 54; Mr. Francis
announces the formation by Mr. Service of
a. new Ministry, 59; adjournment of the
House pending Ministerial elections, 60;
. new Ministers introduced and sworn, 63;
Ministerial explanation by Mr. Service, 63.
(See Governor.)
Mr. JAMES (Oollingwood)
Administration of the Land Law-Suspension
of Alienation, 76 and 174.
Agricultural Statistics, lS6.
Averted Railway Collision at South Yarra, 206.
Challenged Teas, 142.
Electoral Rolls, 69.
Governor's Speech, 32.
Land Selections, S2.
Lunatic Asylums, 155.
Malting in Bond, 69.
Mr. Joseph Geary, 191.
Payment of Members Bill, 228 and 231.
. Public Finances, 99, 100, 241, and 258.
Public Instruction-State Schools in Collingwood, lS8; Training Institute, 283.
Public Service-Abolition of Political Patronage, 293.
Railway Loan Account (l881) Application Bill,
147 and 14S.
Sessional Arrangements-Private Members'
Business, 73.
Stock Tax, 6S.
Water Supply Loans Bill, 202.
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Municipal Endowment-Question by Mr. Keys,
101; statement by Mr. Service, 236.
Murray River, Locking the-Question by Mr.
Shackell, 198.
New Guinea, Annexation of-Question by Mr.
Grant, 236; petition ordered to be printed,
on motion of Mr. Hall, 297.
Mr. JOHN (Ememld Ilill)
Election of Chairman of Committees, 56.
Emerald Hill Railway Station, 283.
Falls Bridge, 67.
Lunatic Asylums, 154.
Melbourne Harbour Trust Act Amendment
Bill, 17S.
Yan Yean Water Supply, 66 and 202.

NIMMO,

Northern Plains-Question by Mr. W. Madden,
re cultivation of artificial grasses, 200.
Mr. JAMES (W. Melbourne)
Governor's Speech, 21.
Kensington-hill, 152.

ORKNEY,

Parks and Gardens-Votes discussed in Committee of Supply, 164 and 226; question by
Mr. Bosisto, re metropolitan parks and
gardens, 235.
Parliament-Opening of, by commission, 2;
.
by the Governor, 17; prorogation, 299.
Parliament Buildings-Subject of lighting
Assembly chamber by electricity discussed
in Committee of Supply, 213; statement by
Mr. Deakin, 235. (SeeLegislativeAssembly.)
Parliament Library-Votes discussed in Committee of Supply, 130 and lSI.
Patronage, Political. (See Ptbblic Service.)

MmAMs,

Mr. THOMPSON (Mandurang)
Governor's Speech, IS.
Kerang Railway, 101.
Waterworks Trusts, 102.

MOORE,

Mr. J. B. (Oastlemaine)
Election of Chairman of Committees, 56.
Loan Correspondence, 167, 16S, 202, and 260.

PATTERSON,

Payment of Members Bill- Motion by Mr.
Gillies in favour of provision "for reimbursing members of the Legislative
Assembly their expenses in relation to their
attendance in Parliament," 169; debated,
169; agreed to, 171 ; subject considered in
committee, 172; address to the Governor
adopted, 173; Governor's message brought
down, 193; considered in committee, 194;
resolution for an appropriation agreed to,
194; report adopted, 194; Bill brought in,
and read first time, 194; statement by Mr.
Langridge, 199; by Mr. Dow, 199; Bill
passed through remaining stages, 226-31.
Mr. C. H. (East Bourke Boroughs)
Duration of the Recess, 296.
Melbourne Harbour Trust Act Amendment
Bill, 176.

PEARSON,

Personal Explanations-By Mr. Bent, 54; by
.
Mr. Hunt, 166.
Petitions presented-For division of Wimmera
Motion, " Unopposed " -Motion set down as unelectorate, 68; re Melbourne Tra.mwa,y and
opposed ordered to be placed in the ordinary;
Omnibus Company's Bill, 141; re George
list,202.
.
Urquhart, 200. (See Election Petitions.)
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Postal and Telegraph Rates, Reduction ofQuestion by Mr. A. Harris, 200.
Po.stal Department-Question by Mr. Bowman,
7e arrangements ;t.t Maryborough, 168; by
Mr. Cooper, re use of postage stamps for
eheques and receipts, 200 ; by Mr. Zox, re
telegraph-office accommodation at Melbourne, 214 and 224; by Mr. McIntyre,
re transmission of money orders by Orient
steam-ships, 224; by Mr. C. Young, re
telegraph poles, 224; by Mr. Bowman, re
telegraph-office at Timor, 234. (See Ballarat East Post-office.)
Private Members' Business. (See Sessional
Arrangements. )
Public Finances-Statement by Mr. Service
in Committee of Supply, 83; debated by
Mr. Bent, 93; debate adjourned, 101; re::mmed by Mr. Bent, 103; continued by
Mr. Gillies, 113; Mr. Mcintyre, 118; Mr.
Wrixon, 122; Mr. Grant, 124; debate terminated, 129; statements by Mr. Mirams
in Committee of Ways and Means, 241 and
258; by Mr. Service, 252.
Public Health Statute Amendment BillBrought in by Mr. Laurens, and read first
time, 65; statement by Mr. Laurens, 263.
(See Health Laws Amendment Bill.)
Public InstructionEducation Department-Vote discussed in
Committee of Supply, 187.
Rifle Classes-Statement by Mr. C. Young,
187; discussion thereon, 188.
Royal Commission-Question by Mr. Wrixon,
141; statement by Mr. Service, 142; by
Mr. Richardson, 241.
School Reserves, Planting of-Question by
Mr. Connor, 235.
Schools-Question by Mr. Mimms, re Collingwood, 188; statement by Mr. Service, 188;
question by Mr. A. Harris, re Broadlands,
283.
Teachers-Question by Major Smith, re classification, 64; by Mr. D. M. Davies, re
employment of persons outside the department, 283.
Training Institute-Question by Mr. Mirams,
283.
Public Library and National Gallery-Votes
discussed in Committee of Supply, 160 and
213.
Public Payments-Question by Mr. Wrixon,
141.
Public Service-Motion by Sir Charles MacMahon
re political patronage, withdrawn, 65 ; question by Mr. McIntyre, re Black Wednesday dismissals, 68; return re appointments
between 6th July, 1882, and 8th March, 1883,
ordered, on motion of Mr. Richardson, 102;
question by Mr. Richardson, re employment
of persons in the neighbourhood of Melbourne, 150; subject of promotions by the
O'Loghlen Government discussed in Committee of Supply, 130 and 161; papers, re
promotions in the Treasury, produced by
Mr. Service, 168; motion by Mr. Wrixon
in favour of abolition of political patronage,
286; seconded by Mr. McLean, 292; debated by Mr. Service, 292; Mr. Mimms,
293; Mr. Macgregor, 294; motion amended
and agreed to, 295. (See Treasury.)

Public Works Temporary Advances BillGovernor's message brought down, 18;
considered in committee, 58; resolution for
an appropriation agreed to, 58; report
adopted, 58; Bill brought in, and passed
through all its stages, 58; estimates of
expenditure passed in committee, 103; reo
solutions reported and adopted, 103.
Dr. JOHN (Sandhurst)
Codification, 142.
Forfeiture of Mining Shares, 299.
Residence Areas, 69.
Sandhurst Electoral Rolls, 69.
Sessional Arrangements-Private Members'
Business, 74.

QUICK,

Rabbit Extirpation-Question by Mr. Graves,
284.
Railway Accidents-Question by Mr. M. H.
Davies, re claims for compensation, 67; by
Mr. Zox, re escape from accident at South
Yarra Junction, 199; statement by Mr.
Walker, 205; discussion thereon, 206.
Railway Brakes-Tenders for supply of brakes
presented by Mr. Bent, 23 ; question by Mr.
Mcintyre, 23.
Railway Construction-Question by Mr. Mason,
re Bill of previous session, 262; return
ordered, on motion of Mr. Woods, 295-6.
Railway Department-Question by Mr. Richardson, re passenger fares, suburban lines,
67 ; by Mr. Bent, re fares to East Brighton,
67; by Mr. W. M. Clark, re volunteers,
67 and 143; by Mr. Bowman, re Stationmaster Thompson and Guard Hunt, 67;
question by Mr. James, re payment of employes, Ballarat district, 199; by Mr. Burrowes, re siding at California Gully, 199;
by Mr. Bent, re increases of salary by the
O'Loghlen Government, 224; discussion
thereon, 224; statement by Mr. Woods, re
attempts to wreck trains, 285. (See Ken·
sing ton-hill; also Railway Rolling-stocle, and
Brown, Engine-driver.)
Railway Extension-Question by Mr. Mason, 64.
Railway Junction-Albury and WodongaStatement by Mr. Billson, 282; by Mr.
Gillies, 282.
Railway Loan Account (1881) Application BillGovernor's message brought down, 143;
considered in committee, 147; resolution
for an appropriation agreed to, 147; reported and adopted, 147; Bill brought in,
and read first time, 143; passed through
remaining stages, 147-9.
Railway Rolling-stock-Question by Mr. James,
re imported carriages, 64; action of Mr.
Bent in connexion with orders for rollingstock, &c., discussed in Committee of Supply, 90; question by Mr. Bent, 103.
Railways Additional Works 'Bill-Brought in by
Mr. Gillies, and read first time, 237-8;
passed through remaining stages, 238-40.
Railways authorized by the Act of 1880. (See
Kerang Railway; also Heyfield, St. James,
and Scarsdale.)
Railway Stations-Question by Mr. Bowman,
re Maryborough, 199; by Mr. A. Young,
re Ballarat and Scarsdale line, 201 ; by Mr.
Laurens, re North Melbourne, 282; by Mr.
A. T. Clark, re Williamstown, 283 ; by Mr.
McColl, re Elmore, 283; re Chapel-street,
283; by Mr. Nimmo, re Emerald Hill, 283.

LEGISLATIYE

Reserves-Question by Mr. Toohey, 102; by
Mr. Bowman, 235.
Residence Areas-Question by Dr. Quick, 69;
statement by Mr. Richardson, 285.
RICHARDSON, Mr. RICHARD (C1'eswick)
Agricultural Statistics, 186.
Charitable Institutions, 164.
Despatch of Business, 297.
Education Commission, 241.
Election of Chairman of Committees, 55.
Government House, 214.
Kensington-hill, 150 and 216.
Legislative Assembly Chamber-Accommodation for Members, 70.
Lunatic Asylums, 153.
Mr. Joseph Geary, 191.
Parks and Gardens, 165.
Public Service-Appointments and Promotions
by the O'Loghlen Government, 102, 150,
163, and 216.
Railway Department-Passenger Fares, 67;
Engine-driver Brown, 76.
Railway Loan Account (1881) Application Bill,
149.
Residence Areas, 285.
Sessional Arrangements-Privatc Members'
Business, 74.
Statute of Trusts Amendment Bill, 260.
The Yarra and Hobson's Bay, 142.
Trades Unions Bill, 65.
Roads, Closed-Question by Mr. Bowman, 142.
Road vVorks and Bridges-Vote discussed in
Committee of Supply, 220.
ROBERTSON, Mr. WILLIAM (Polwa1·th and South
G1'enville)-Granted leave of absence, 75.
Rodney Election-Petition from VV. T. 'Vebb
against Mr. Shackell's return, 23.
ROSE, Dr. J. M. (N..L1felboztrne)-Resignation
announced, 23; introduced on re-election,
63.
Payment of Members Bill, 230.
Rosetta, R.M.S.S.-Question by Mr. Zox, 299.

St. James Railway-Question by Mr. Bolton,
64; by Mr. Hall, 284.
Scarsdale Railway-Question by Mr. A. Young,
201.
SERVICE,Mr.JAMEs(Castlemaine)-IntroducedOn
re-election after accepting office as Treasurer
and Minister of Public Instruction, 63.
Absence of Members-Mr. Robertson, 75.
Almex(l,tion of New Guinea, 236.
Appropriation Bill, 259 and 296.
Ballarat Police Barracks, 214.
Coolie Labour, 102.
Diamond Drills, 285.
Election of Speaker, 3 and 4.
Employes in Shops Commission, 141.
Explosives, 284.
Floating of Loans, 66.
Government House, 214.
Government Printing.office, 236.
Governor's Speech, 19, 20, 22, and 54.
Income Tax, 235.
SES. 1883.-Z
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ASSE~IDLY.

SERVICE, Mr. JAMES (cont'ihuetl)Kensington-hill, 150, 185, 215, 216, 255, 256,
and 282.
Legislative Assembly Chamber-Acconllnodation for Members, 70 and 71; Electric Lighting,213.
Lightning Rocks, 212.
Loan Correspondence, 167 and 204.
Melbourne Harbour Trust Act Amendment
Bill, 142, 175, and 177.
Ministerial Explanation, 63.
Mr. Joseph Geary, 189 and 191.
Municipal Endowment, 101 and 236.
Officers of the Legislative Assembly, 182.
Parliament Library, 130.
Public Finances, 83, 99, HI, 130, and 252.
Public Instruction-Classification of Teachers,
64; Education Commission, 142 and .241;
Rifle Classes, 188; Secretary for Education,
188; Erection of Schools, 188 and 28:l;
Planting of School Reserves, 235; Training
Institute, 283; Employment of Teachers,
283.
Public Payments, 141.
.
Public Service-Black 'Vednesday Dismissals,
68; Promotions by the O'Loghlen Government, 130, 133, 168, 193, 217, and 220;
Abolition of Political Patronage, 292.
Railway Construction Bill, 262.
Railway Department - Rolling-stock, 103;
Traffic Manager, 225.
Rail way Loan Account (1881) Application Bill,
158.
Sessional Arrangements-Days of Sitting, 72;
Order of Business, 73; Standing Committees,
75.
Single Electorates, 65.
Statute of Trusts Amendment Bill, 260.
Stock Tax, 68.
Volunteer Force, 143.
vVays and Means, 241.
Sessional Arrangements-Appointment of days
of sitting, 72-4; standing committees, 75.
Session, Duration of the-Statement by Mr.
McIntyre, 143; discussion thereon, 144.
SHACKELL, Mr. JAMES (Rodney)
Diamond Drills, 198.
Rivel' Murray, 198.
Small-pox.

(See Vctccinat'ion.)

SMITH, Major W. C. (Ballamt We8t)
Business of the Session, 144.
Election of Chairman of Committees, 55.
Mr. Curnow, 168.
Mr. Joseph Geary, 189 and 190.
Officers of the Legislative Assembly, ] 82.
Public Instruction-Classification of Teachet,s,
64; Secretary for Education, 188.
Tramways Bill, 65.
SMITH, Mr. CHARLES (Richmond)
Railways Additional Works Bill, 240.
SondeI', Dr.-Botanical Collection of-Vote for
purchase discussed in Committee of Supply,
161.
Speaker-Mr. Lalor elected, 3; congratulated
on election, 4; presented to the Governor, 17;
statement by the Speaker, 1'e appointment of
officers of the Legislative Assembly, 184.
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SPEAKER, Hon. the (the Hon. Peter Ln.lor)Rulings ofAsking questions, 66, 67, and 68.
Election of Chairman of Committees, 55 and 57.
Floating of loans, 66.
Irregular debates, 296.
Leave of absence to members, 75.
Legislative Assembly chamber-Accommodation for members, 71.
Motions for the adjournment of debate, 174.
Movements of members. 72.
Private Bill business, 74.
Resignation of members-Issue of new writs,
22 and 233.
Statement by a member that another member
is "grossly disorderly," 166.
Summoning Parliament, 297.
Use of the phrase "a 'put up' question," 204.
Standing Order, New. (SeeJJfelbolt1'11e 11mrnwcty
ct1ul Ornnibus Cornpctny's Bill. )
Statute of Trusts Amendment Bill-Received
from Legislative Council, and read first time,
149; motion for second reading, 260; Bill
discharged from the paper, 262.
STAUGHTON, Mr. S. T. ( W. Bourke)
Agricultural Statistics, 186.
Hydrophobia, 101.
Kensington-hill, 282.
Stock, Imported-Tax on-Question "by Mr.
Mirams, 68.
Strangers, Exclusion of-Motion by Mr. Zox for
new standing order, 295; debate adjourned,
295.
Supply-Preliminary resolution adopted, 54;
yotes on account passed, 57; voting of
Estimates for 1882-3 proceeded with, 129 ;
Legislative Council, 130; Legislative Assembly, 130; Parliament Library, 130; Lunatic
Asylums, 131 and 152 ; Industrial Schools,
159 and 187; Public Library, 160; Mr.
Reginald Green, 161; Exhibition-building,
161; Dr. Sonder's Botanical Collection,
Hil; Treasurer's Department, WI; Government Printing-office, 162; Defence Vote,
162; Charitable Institutions, 163; Parks
and Gardens, 164; Henry Lascelles, 165;
voting of Additional Estimates proceeded
with, 181and 211; Parliament Library, 181 ;
Legislative Assembly, 182; Agricultural
Sta,tistics, 186; Public Instruction, 187; Mr.
Joseph Geary, 189; Treasurer's Department,
192; Lands Department, 211 ; Public Works
-Lunatic Asylums, 212; Court-houses, 212;
Government Printing-office, 212; Parliament
Buildings, 213; Public Library, 213; Government House, 214; Kensington-hill, 214;
Road Works and Bridges, 220; Customs
Department, 221; Postal Department, 224 ;
Railway Department, 224; Prospecting for
Coal, Gold, &c., 225; Parks and Gardens,
226.
Tea-Question by Mr. Mirams, ?'e teas imported
by Messrs. Clifford, Love, and Co., 142;
statement by Mr. Graves, 221.
Telegraph 'Wires in Public Streets-Question by
Mr. Coppin, 201.
Temporary Advances. (See Pttblic W01'ks Ternp01'Ct1"Y Advances Bill.)

Timber Conservation-Question by Mr. Bowman, 168; by Mr. Pink, 169.
.
Titles-ofrice-Question by Mr. M. H. Davies, re
fees for certificates of title, 67.
TOOHEY, Mr. JAMES ( Villie1's mul Heytesbul'Y)
Coolie Labour, 102.
Lake Gilbar, 200.
Reserves, 102.
Trades Unions Bill-Brought in by Mr. Richardson, and read first time, 65.
Tramways Bill-Brought in by Major Smith, and
read first time, 65.
Treasury, The-Subject of promotions by the
O'Loghlen Government, discussed in Committee of Supply, 161, 192, and 219.
Tree Planting. (See Public Instruction.)
Trusts. (See Statute of J11·USt.s Arnendrnent Bill.)
TUCKER, Mr. A. L. (Fitz1'oy)-Introduced on reelection after accepting office as Minister of
Lands, 63.
Administration of the Land Law-Suspension
of Alienation, 174 and 175.
Closed Roads, 142.
Lake Gilbar, 200.
Land at Winchelsea, 202.
Land Selectors, 102.
Manee Question, 235.
Parks and Gardens, 165 and 235.
Public Service-Appointments and Promotions, 46.
Rabbit Extirpation, 284.
Reserves, 102 and 235.
Residence Areas, 69.
The Yarra and Hobson's Bay, 142.
Vaccination-Question by Mr. D. M. Davies, ?'e
vaccination at the Model Farm, 284.
Vines, Disease ul-Question by Mr. J. Harris,
28 .1:.
Votes on Account-Granted in Committee of
Supply, 57.
1

WALKER, Mr. W. F. (Ro1'Ooncla1'Ct)
Attacks on the O'Loghlen GoYernment, 297.
Averted Railway Collision at South Yarra,
205 and 207.
Government Prulting-office, 162.
Lunatic Asylums, 157.
Melbourne Tramway and Omnibus Company's
Bill, 173.
Mr. Joseph Geary, 190.
Mr. Neal, 163.
Payment of Members Bill, 171 and 172.
Railway Loan Account (1881 ) Application Bill,
148.
Railways Additional Works Bill, 238.
Sessional Arrangements-Hours of Sitting,
72.
Statute of Trusts Amendment Bill, 260 and
262.
Water Supply Loans Bill-Brought in by Mr.
Deakin, and read first and second time, 202;
considered Ul committee, 202; read third
tune, 203.
Waterworks Trusts-Question by Mr. Moore,

102.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

'Ways and Means-Preliminary i'esolution
adopted, 54; resolution on which to found
Consolidateq Revenue Bill, considered and
adopted, 58 ; resolution on which to found
Appropriation Bill proposed by Mr, Service,
241; agreed to, 259; reported and adopted,
259,
Mr. J. H. CC1'eswick)
Allandale Police Court, 212.
Lunatic Asylums, 157.
Payment of Members Bill, 227 and 229.

WHEELER,

Mr. JOHN (Stawell)
Railway Construction, 295.
Railway Department - Salary of Traffic
Manager, 210; North Melbourne Station,
283; Attempts to 'Wreck Trains, 285.
Railways Additional Works Bill, 2:38 and 240.
Sessional Arrangements-Hours of Sitting, 72.
Yana Floods, 200.

WOODS,

Mr. H. J. (Po1·tland)
Appointments by the O'Loghlen Government,
219.
Education Commission, 141.
Employers' Liability Bill, 82.
Industrial Schools, 159.
Justices of the "Peace, 234.
Kensington-hill, 151.
Legislative Assembly Chamber-Accommodation for Members, 70; Electric Lighting,
213.
Melbourne Harbour Trust Act Amendment
Bill, 178.
Payment of Members Bill, 170, 172, and 228.
Public Finances, 122.
Public Library, 160.
Public Payments, 141.
Public Service-Abolition of Political Patronage, 208, 286, and 295.
Railway Department-Engine-driver Brown,
76; Accidents, 209.
Road VV orks and Bridges, 220.
Sessional Arrangements-Hours of Sitting, 72.
Statute of Trusts Amendment Bill, 149.

WRIXON,

I
r.

r

Yacht Anchorage-Subject discussed in committee on the Melbourne Harbour Trust Act
Amendment Bill, 176; question by Mr. A.
T. Clark, 201.
Yan Yean vVater Supply-Questions by Mr.
Nimmo, 66 and 202. (See Locms, Expenditure untie1")

Yarra, 1'he-Question by Mr. Richardson, 1'e
reservation of land on "short cut," 142;
by Mr. vVoods, 1'e floods, 200.
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Mr. CHARLES (.Llfanduml1[j)
Agricultural Colleges, 200.
Agricultural Statistics, 186.

YEO,

Mr. ALEXANDER (Grenville)
Ballarat and Scarsdale Railway, 201.

YOUNG,

Mr. CHARLES (Kyneton B01'ou[jhs)
Agricultural Statistics, 186.
Business of the Session, 146.
Election of Chairman of Committees, 57.
Government Printing-office, 213.
Governor's Speech, 24.
Kensington-hill, 150, 152, 214, 216, and 256.
Legislative Assembly Chamber - Electric
Lighting, 213.
Lunatic Asylums, 154.
Mr. Guillaume, 159.
Officers of the Legislative Assembly, 184.
Parks and Gardens, 226.
Parliament Libra,ry, 181 and 182.
Payment of Members Bill, 228.
Postal Department-Timber for Tclegraph
Poles, 224.
Public Service-Promotions by the O'Loghlen
Government, 130, 133, 161, 162, 192, a,nd

YOUNG,

217.
Railway Loan Account (1881) Application Bill,
148.
Rifle Shooting in State Schools, 187.
Road Works and Bridges, 220.: .
Statute of Trusts Amendment Bill, 261.
vVater Supply Loans Bill, 202.
Mr. E. L. (E. 1I1elboume)
Absence of Members, 75.
Charitable Institutions, 183.
Duration of the Recess, 297.
Elections for the Wimmer a and Moira-Deficiency of Ballot-papers, 17.
Exclusion of Strangers, 295.
Legislative Assembly Chamber-Accommodation for Members, 71.
Lunatic Asylums, 153 and 157.
Mail Steam-ship Rosetta, 299.
Melbourne Harbour Trust Act Amendment
Bill, 177.
Melbourne Tramway and Omnibus Company's
Bill, 174.
Payment of Members Bill, 171 and 172.
Postal Department-Telegra,ph-office Accommodation at Melbourne, 214 and 224; Mails
by the Orient Company's Steam-ships, 224.
Railway Department-Engine-driver Brown,
76; Averted Collision at South Yarra, 199
and 209; Names of Railway Stations, 225.
Railway Loan Account (1881) Application Bill,
149.
Statute of Trusts Amendment Bill, 260.

ZOX,

JOHN FERRK8, PRISTER, MELBOURNE.

