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The SPEAKER (Hon. S. J. Plowman) took the chair
at 10.06 a.m. and read the prayer.

DISTINGUISHED VISITORS
The SPEAKER - Order! Before commencing the
business of the house I welcome to the public gallery
the 12 members of a visiting delegation from the
National Assembly of Vietnam.
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SUPREME COURT JUDGES
MI5 WADE (Attorney-General) presented, by
command of His Excellency the Governor, report
of Supreme Court judges for 1996.
Laid on table.

COUNTY COURT JUDGES
MI5 WADE (Attorney-General) presented, by
command of His Excellency the Governor, report
of County Court judges for 1995-96.
Laid on table.

Honourable Members - Hear, hear!
The SPEAKER - Order! I wish no disrespect to
our guests, but I remind honourable members that
clapping in the Legislative Assembly is disorderly.

PETITION

COUNCIL OF MAGISTRATES
MI5 WADE (Attorney-General) presented, by
command of His Excellency the Governor, report
of Council of Magistrates for 1995-96.
Laid on table.

The Clerk - I have received the following
petition for presentation to Parliament:

Banyule: FIB freeway reservation
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the
state of Victoria sheweth:
That the open space known as the F18 freeway
reservation is a valuable public amenity;
That the state government should not in any way
promote development on the said area;
That the state government via Parks Victoria enter into
a land swap with the Banyule City Council and
exchange the council-owned land Montpelier Reserve
for the F18 reservation;
Your petitioners therefore pray that the government
will act to preserve the FI8 reservation from
development through a land swap with the Banyule
City Council.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mr Langdon (152 signatures)
Laid on table.

PAPERS
Laid on table by Clerk:
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances Act 1981Poisons Code - Amendment No. 2 to the Standard for
the Uniform Scheduling of Drugs and Poisons No. 11,
and Notice regarding the amendment, commencement
and availability of the Poisons Code (two papers).
Parliamentary Committees Act 1968Response of the Attorney-General on action taken
with respect to the recommendations made by the
Drugs and Crime Prevention Committee's Final
Report into Sexual Offences Against Children and
Adults entitled Combating Sexual Assault Against
Adult Men and Women.
Response of the Attorney-General on action taken
with respect to the recommendations made by the
Law Reform Committee's Final Report - Jury
Service in Victoria - Volume 1.
Victoria Law Foundation - Report for the year ended
30 September 1996.

The following proclamation fixing an operative date
was laid upon the Table by the Clerk pursuant to an
Order of the House dated 14 May 1996:
Police and Corrections (Amendment) Act 1997Part 3; the remaining provisions of Part 4 (except

FRIENDLY SOCIETIES (VICTORIA) (AMENDMENT) BILL
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sections 32 and 33); Part 6 (except section 55) on 22 May
1997 (Gazette No. G20, 22 May 1997).

FRIENDLY SOCIETIES (VICTORIA)
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Message from council relating to amendment
considered.
Council's amendment:
Clause 2, line 5, omit "40" and insert "41".

Mrs WADE (Attorney-General) - I move:
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The SPEAKER - Order! On the amendment,
which is very narrow, changing '40' to '41'. There is
little scope for any debate on the amendment, and it
does not open up an opportunity for another debate
on the bill.
Mr BRUMBY - The amendment concerns the
continuation of the repeal prOvisions. Section 41 of
schedule A to the Friendly Societies (Victoria) Act
states:
If a Victorian Act repeals some or all of the provisions
of this Code and enacts new provisions in substitution
for the repealed provisions, the repealed provisions
continue in force until the new provisions commence.

That the amendment be agreed to.

The council's amendment is consequential on some
amendments that were made in this house relating
to the ability to prescribe fees. It was picked up by
the parliamentary counsel subsequent to those
amendments going through the house.
Mr HULLS (Niddrie) - This small amendment
deals with the Friendly Societies Code, which is set
out in a schedule to the Friendly Societies (Victoria)
Act. It proposes to replace the figure '40', which
appears in clause 2(2) of the bill and appears to be a
typographical error, with the figure '41'.
Clause 41 provides that if the bill repeals some or all
of the provisions of the act and enacts new
provisions in substitution for the repealed
provisions, the repealed provisions continue in force
until the new provisions commence. The
amendment seeks to ensure that clause 41 comes
into operation on a day to be proclaimed. It is a very
important amendment and one wonders whether it
was simply a typographical error or whether the
government was concentrating on other things, such
as the performance of the Minister for Conservation
and Land Management, and was not able to
concentrate properly on drafting the appropriate
number in the clause in the first place.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Niddrie is straying from the narrow
amendment.
Mr HULLS - Nonetheless the amendment is
sensible, and the opposition will not oppose it.
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
shall make some brief comments about the Friendly
Societies (Victoria) (Amendment) Bill.

The amendment affects the agreement that has been
reached between Victoria and other states on
uniform national financial arrangements. The
opposition supports the agreement. Governments of
all political persuasions have been keen to introduce
uniform proviSions across Australia for a period of
years. To the extent that that has been achieved, it is
something that all honourable members would
welcome.
The prOvisions of the act and the code relate to other
elements of financial institutions. At present
financial institutions are going through
extraordinary change in Victoria and across
Australia. Major rationalisation is occurring in the
banking industry.
The SPEAKER - Order! You are straying from
the amendment.
Mr BRUMBY - With respect, Mr Speaker, the
amendment relates to the repeal of some or all of the
provisions of the code and the code relates to
friendly societies and other financial institutions.
With respect, Mr Speaker, it does apply to financial
institutions because a friendly society is a form of
regulated financial institution. I am not trying to
abuse the process of the house. I want to make some
general comments about the importance of friendly
societies.
The SPEAKER - Order! I would like to
accommodate the Leader of the Opposition, but the
amendment is a very narrow amendment. It simply
omits '40' and inserts '41' in clause 2(2). It is narrow.
Basically it is a typographical error that has been
corrected. It does not allow debate on whether we
should have 40 or 41.
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Mr BRUMBY - Mr Speaker, I have the
minister's second-reading speech in front of me, and
on this matter it is very broad.
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INFERTILITY TREATMENT
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading

The SPEAKER - Order! That might be so, and it
might have provided the opportunity for a broad
ranging debate during the second-reading stage but it does not on a narrow amendment from the
Council that simply changes a number from 40 to 41.
I do not wish to frustrate the honourable member,
but he must accede to the rules of debate.
Mr BRUMBY - The minister's second-reading
speech relates to the code which is the subject of the
amendment. In support of that amendment, the
minister - The SPEAKER - Order! I will not argue with the
honourable member that that is the case, but it is the
second-reading debate that provides the opportunity
for a response to the second-reading speech. When a
narrow amendment comes back from the Legislative
Council after the second-reading, third-reading and
committee stages have been completed, it allows for
only a narrow debate - in fact, one of the narrowest
debates you could find.
Mr BRUMBY - With the greatest of respect,
Mr Speaker, although I obviously accept your ruling
I find it extraordinary that in considering an

amendment that relates to the Victorian act and the
code it is not possible to canvass, even briefly - that
is all I have been attempting to do - those matters
which are referred to in the code. The Legislative
Council obviously thought it important enough to
make a further amendment, which is why it has
come back here.
The SPEAKER - Order! The narrowness of the
amendment only allows the member to debate
whether clause 40 or clause 41 should be amended.
Mr BRUMBY - I suppose we could have a
debate about what number to put on it, but at the
end of day we will support the insertion of '41'
instead of '40'.
Motion agreed to.

Debate resumed from 30 April; motion of
Or NAPTHINE (Minister for Youth and
Community Services).
The SPEAKER - Order! I understand from
observing the honourable member for Malvern
standing in his place that an arrangement has been
made, so I will not call the opposition spokesperson
at this stage.
Mr DOYLE (Malvern) - In my brief comments
on the Infertility Treatment (Amendment) Bill I will
comment on three major amendments it makes and
spend a few moments concentrating on two of them.
The first prohibits the gametes of people under 18
being used in these procedures. Given the
seriousness, sensitivity and delicateness of this area
of medical technology, I am sure honourable
members will agree with the prohibition of the use
of gametes produced by people who have not
reached the legal age of majority.
The second part of the bill has caused some
comment in the press and in the wider community.
It can be traced back to the introduction of the
original legislation in 1995, when the government
determined it would set up two statutory authorities
to help with the regulatory and advisory procedures
that are a necessary part of infertility treatment. It set
up the Infertility Treatment Authority under
Professor Louis Waller and the Standing Review and
Advisory Committee on Infertility under Mr Ken
Marks, QC, a former judge of the Supreme Court.
It was envisaged at the time that the Infertility
Treatment Authority would be the regulatory
authority - the licensing authority, the overarching
and overseeing authority - and that the standing
review and advisory committee would be an
advisory body with a broad-based membership to
enable it to canvass all the issues that come up from
time to time. It was envisaged they would include
issues affecting everything from the major
institutions in which the procedures are carried out
to the individual users of the service. At the time
that was seen as a useful mechanism.

Since then the two chairs, Mr Marks, QC, and
Professor Waller, have written to the Minister for
Health saying that they believe two bodies are a
little over-regulatory. The purpose of the second
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amendment I refer to is to repeal the provisions
relating to the establishment of the Standing Review
and Advisory Committee. That in no way lessens
our commitment to having a broad-based advisory
body.
The original legislation said the committee would
comprise not more than 14 members nominated by
the minister and appointed by the Governor in
Council. It refers to the need for the committee to
reflect a diversity of expertise and experience, and it
lists the categories from which the members were to
be drawn. 'This list includes people with
qualifications in philosophy; doctors; people with
clinical experience in carrying out treatment
procedures; embryologists; members of religious
bodies; people with qualifications in social work or
psychology; people with qualifications in law;
people involved in the management of major
research institutions which do not carry out
treatment procedures; people involved in health
education; people with experience in the field of
treatments and techniques for the prevention of
infertility; people who have participated in
programs for the treatment of infertility; people with
expertise and experience in child welfare matters;
and people born as a result of fertilisation
procedures or artificial insemination.
It was the government's intention to appoint
members with a wide range of experience and
expertise to help it resolve any issues that arose from
time to time. The government still sees that process
as important, but given the advice of the two chairs
on the operation of the Infertility Treatment
Authority, a regulatory body, and the Standing
Review and Advisory Committee, an advisory body,
it believes the best way to achieve it now is to
establish a ministerial advisory body which reflects
the intention of the original legislation but which
does not have that extra effect of making it a
statutory authority. The amendment can by no
means be seen as an attempt by the government to
resile from the importance of a having a broad-based
body that gives advice directly to the minister on a
range of issues. The government believes that is
important and wants it to continue.
The final amendment I refer to is perhaps the one
that would have caught most members' attention as
they looked at the bill. It allows a man and a woman
who are living together on a genuinely domestic
basis, generally described as a de facto couple, to
have access to infertility treatment. It is important to
examine the definition closely. Who is now being
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given access to the treatment? Clause 6 inserts the
following definition in section 3 of the principal act:
'de facto relationship' means the relationship of a man
and a woman who are living together as husband and
wife on a genuine domestic basis, although not married.

Although it widens the access to include de facto
couples, so-called, it does not include same sex
couples or single women, and I will come back to
that in a moment. The amendment seems to be an
important widening of people's access to infertility
treatment. The important thing to note is that there
is not actually a definition in the legislation of what
de facto means. My understanding is that it has a
variety of meanings and definitions.
In some places a de facto relationship is defined in
terms of time, referring to two people having lived
together for, say, five years. My recollection is that
there is such a definition in the parallel Western
Australian act. In federal and state legislation, de
facto relationships are defined in different ways. The
definition may refer to the time of living together or
to commitment - for instance, the purchasing
together of property. It may refer to the way the
domestic life of the couple is arranged so that people
can say it refers to a man and woman living together
on a genuinely domestic basis.

The act does not try to be prescriptive about the
definition of de facto, but there are adequate tests in
the wider community, as reflected in state and
federal legislation to allow complete clarity about
what is meant by the term 'de facto couples'.
One concern raised when the government decided to
provide wider access to de facto couples was that
there be a recognition particularly by the male
partner in the relationship that for all intents and
purposes he is assuming paternity not only in an
emotional, social and family sense but also in a legal
sense.
In one instance that is already covered by section
170(10) of the principal act, which states:
(f)

where the semen used (i)

in the procedure; or

(ii) for the fertilisation of the ovum used in the

procedure ...
was produced by a man other than the husband of the
married woman '"

That will now reflect the wider access provisions.
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the husband shall be presumed, for all purposes, to
have produced the semen and to be the father of
any child born as a result of the pregnancy; and

(iv) the man who produced the semen shall be
presumed, for all purposes, not to have produced
that semen and not to be the father of any child
bom as a result of the pregnancy.

Paternity is clearly established in that section, and
that will be the case whether or not the male partner
is legally married to the female partner. During the
consultations on this bill it was suggested to the
government that that be made clear to the male
partners, both those who are legally married and
those in de facto relationships, during the
mandatory counselling period which would precede
access to this procedure.
The government has determined that that is a
reasonable provision, so it seems reasonable that, as
part of the mandatory counselling that occurs before
access to the technology is allowed, those important
points of the commitment being made and the legal,
emotional and social implications of fatherhood are
clearly spelt out and understood by all parties. That
seems to be a reasonable extension of the counselling
provisions as well.
I want to comment briefly on a quote from the
honourable member for Albert Park which was
printed in the Sunday Age on 4 May.
Mr Thwaites - I thought it was illegal for you to
read that!
Mr DOYLE - I had it sent to me. It was brought
to my attention and, regrettably, I read it. However,
the honourable member for Albert Park will be
pleased to know that my attention was drawn to the
picture of the casino which appeared immediately
beside the article in which he expresses his views. I
am not suggesting that the views of any member of
the community are better or worse than anyone
else's, so I am not decrying the truly held beliefs of
the honourable member for Albert Park about
allowing access for lesbian couples to IVF
technology, but I point out a couple of internal
inconsistencies in his argument as set out in the
Sunday Age.

I do not know whether his remarks have been
accurately reflected in the paper but I will take it as
being so, even though that may be a dangerous
assumption.
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The honourable member for Albert Park points out
that to deny lesbians IVF treatment may well be a
breach of federal anti-discrimination laws, but one of
the internal contradictions would surely be that he
mentions same-sex partners who are women but not
same-sex partners who are men. Would that
problem also occur in the situation of men, and is he
suggesting a further widening of access in that
regard?
Mr Thwaites - Not unless the bloke can give
birth!
Mr DOYLE - I remind the honourable
member - and this is the second internal
contradiction - that this legislation is not merely a
means by which families who are fertile can have a
child; this is for infertile couples, so the second
contradiction is that there is a presumption that
fertility need not be an important consideration in
deciding who gets access to the program, if he just
wishes to widen access to lesbian couples. I argue
that that mayor may not be the case for a same-sex
couple who are women, but the honourable member
seems to have ignored the entire rationale for the act,
which is an internal contradiction, that in order to
get access a couple needs to prove infertility.
It is not just a matter of saying, 'We would like to
have children', just as for married couples who may
be fertile and wish to have access to the treatment. It
is inappropriate because it is for couples who are
infertile. It is important to recognise that, although
the access is widened, it is not widened to include
single women or same-sex couples. I have a personal
concern about a recent report from overseas of an
older woman who was allowed access to an
infertility treatment program.

Some clinicians in the field have problems in this
area, too. With medical reproductive technology as it
is, it is perfectly possible for a woman many years
past menopause to have hormonal enhancement and
implantation which may result in a successful birth.
The clinicians have publicly evinced some concern
about this possibility, and I hope the mandatory
counselling procedures and the guiding principles of
the act will be brought into play so that if there were
clinical concerns about use of the technology in that
way we would ensure that we were careful about
who was given access to treatment. Although there
is an appropriate widening of access to de facto
couples, that is the point at which the government
has determined it has been sufficiently widened.
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It is important in considering all these issues to think

not just about the widening of access but about the
entire operation of the act. The only other act I can
recall that contains guiding principles that the
legislators ask one to consider is the Family Law Act.
I may be wrong about that, but that is the only one
that springs to mind.
For a government and a legislature to put down
guiding principles and say they are listed in
descending order of importance and must be
applied in that order is a very important window
into the mind of the Parliament. That is important
when one considers how one applies the act, what
goes on during the mandatory counselling
procedures, what the clinicians, counsellors and
couples seeking access must consider and, finally,
what the courts and other legislators must consider
as they look at what Parliament decided should be
the guiding principles for the act.
Therefore it is most important that we recognise the
guiding principles of the act, which include the fact
that the welfare and interests of any person born as a
result of a treatment procedure are paramount and that should be uppermost in our minds in this
debate at all times: that human life should be
preserved and protected; that the interests of the
family should be considered; and that infertile
couples should be assisted to fulfil their desire to
have children.
I hope I have demonstrated that there should be a
widening of access, and that we have determined
that the limits of widening that access seem to be
sensible and appropriate. We hope they will be
supported by the opposition and I hope I have
adequately explained the reason for removing an
important advisory body from statutory status and
bringing it close to the minister as an advisory body.
I wish the bill a speedy passage.
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Freemasons Hospital had breached the
commonwealth sex discrimination legislation by
refusing to allow couples in de facto relationships to
have access to IVF treatment. In fact, hospitals have
been put in an invidious position by the
government. On the one hand they are being told
they are unable to provide IVF to de facto couples,
and that if they do they will be breaching the IVF
legislation and will be liable to serious penalties.
On the other hand, if they do not provide that access
they breach the commonwealth legislation. So the
government has put those hospitals in an invidious
position. The government has also made hospitals
liable for large compensation payments because the
Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission
ordered that hospitals compensate people who are
denied IVF treatment.
Two years ago the opposition conducted a forum on
IVF: a day during which all sides of the IVF
argument were presented by people who were
opposed to IVF and couples who had used IVF. It
was an interesting experience but, more than that, it
gave those who attended an understanding that
people come to IVF from different perspectives.
Those couples who need it are desperate to have a
child, and as someone who will soon be a father, I
too can understand the overwhelming importance
that couples place on having children. In many cases
it is a great disappointment for those couples unable
to conceive either naturally or easily. I can
understand why such people would seek IVF
treatment.

Mr THWAITES (Albert Park) - The opposition
supports the bill and notes that this is yet another
case where the government has been forced to adopt
policy of the opposition. I remember being in this
place 18 months ago, debating the previous IVF bill.
We clearly pointed out then that the government's
legislation would breach the commonwealth sex
discrimination legislation, and that is exactly what
has occurred.

Unfortunately, to date many couples that have been
together for many years in de facto relationships
have been denied access to IVF. Some of the couples
involved that had been together in stable
relationships for a long time were forced into
extremely embarrassing situations. One couple that
had been living together for seven or eight years
were keen to conceive and had no moral objections
to marriage but believed that couples living in a
stable relationship, with children, should remain in
such relationships. One couple were forced to go
through a marriage ceremony in order to get on the
IVF program. That was very embarrassing to them
and they lost friends over it - friends saw that as a
sell-out. It was an unnecessary result of the former
legislation.

Following a case that was heard before the
commonwealth Human Rights and Equal
Opportunity Commission last year a decision was
made that the Royal Women's Hospital and the

In another case the couple had been together for
some years and the woman was forced to go
interstate to receive treatment. There was a
ridiculous situation where women could cross the
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Murray and access treatment which they could not
get in Victoria. For a party that prides itself on
liberalism, I should have thought that would be
completely unsatisfactory; but that was the result of
the previous legislation.
The Human Rights and Equal Opportunity
Commission found in favour of those couples that
had complained and ordered the various hospitals
to pay compensation - in one case substantial
compensation - for the damage they suffered.
The honourable member for Malvern referred to an
article in the Sunday Age - a good newspaper which
I read assiduously because it reveals much of the
truth about this corrupt government. I must admit
that I take great pleasure in reading that newspaper
as I sit there on a Sunday morning drinking my
home made caffelatte. I also read the Sunday Herald
Sun, another very interesting newspaper that has
revealed a great deal about the wrongdoings in the
ambulance service. One of its journalists, Wayne
Jones, is a particularly good journalist who has
written some articles that have been very damaging
for the government.
The article concerned the issue of access to IVF for
lesbians. I called for a review of the current situation
to determine whether this legislation still breached
commonwealth legislation, because the
commonwealth Human Rights and Equal
Opportunity Act, like Victoria's Equal Opportunity
Act, provides there should be no discrimination in
the provision of services on the basis of sexuality. In
those circumstances it may well be that this bill still
breaches those provisions and may result in
difficulties and conflicts for hospitals. The last thing
I want to see is hospitals having to pay
compensation arising from orders of the Human
Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission caused
by legislation that this government imposed in
Victoria.
So I ask the minister to conduct a review. I have
never said what the outcome of the review should
be - I have said there should be a review as the best
way of determining the matter.
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Mr THWAITES - If you have a review I will be
very happy for you to access it. I have no problems
at all because it is a very good idea. If the Minister
for Youth and Community Services is so keen to see
my submission, let us have the review and he can
get it.
The honourable member for Malvern also spoke of
IVF for male couples and claimed that I was
discriminating against male couples on the basis that
I was talking about lesbians. I am not aware of the
medical advances that would enable males to
reproduce.
Ms Gillett interjected.
Mr THWAITES - The honourable member for
Werribee interjects that research is under waybeing a male, not research that I believe a great deal
of money should go into, seeing the difficulties and
problems that a woman goes through in this process,
although I am told it is the most marvellous
experience in one's life. In my case it is an experience
which I am glad will be shared but we will play
differen t roles in it.
On the definition of de facto couples, as also

reported in various newspapers, government
backbenchers are concerned about the bill because
they do not like the idea of de facto couples
accessing IVF treatment. In that regard it is
interesting that the legislation is less restricted than
that in other states - for example, in South
Australia and Western Australia only those couples
that have been in a relationship for two years have
access.
Mr Thompson - Five years.
Mr THWAITES - Maybe it is five years.
However, in Victoria some people have raised
concerns that the Victorian legislation would allow
couples in unstable relationships to obtain infertility
treatment. I do not believe that is likely because
counselling, which is part of the process, will ensure
that some of those people in unstable relationships
are properly counselled and do not go through with
it.

Mr Thompson interjected.
Mr THWAITES - No. I said there should be a
review.
Or Napthine interjected.

A lot of cant and hypocrisy accompany discussions
about this matter. How many unstable relationships
are there in which people have children through
natural means? The same can be said when people
get on their high horse about lesbians. Any lesbian
who can conceive naturally can have a child. Unless
you make a law saying that that is illegal, in a sense
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there is some hypocrisy in criticising any use
lesbians make of IVF. We all agree that children
benefit from being brought up in a loving
environment by parents who live in a stable and
caring relationship. That should be the no. 1
principle.
I refer to the abolition of the Standing Review and
Advisory Committee on Infertility, about which
there is some concern. The principal legislation
requires that its members include representatives of
consumers, and the committee has sought their
views. The second-reading speech says a community
advisory committee will be established that will
report to the minister, but that is not provided for in
the bill. The new committee will not have the same
formal role the SRACI has, which is a matter of real
concern to the opposition. Concern is also being
expressed that the level of effective consumer input
will be reduced.
In his second-reading speech the minister says the
members of the advisory committee are happy with
the proposals, but that is not my understanding. I
understand a number of members are unhappy
about its abolition. They are concerned that their
expertise is being disregarded, a concern the
opposition shares. On my advice, the SRACI is not
satisfied that the Infertility Treatment Authority has
become the main or only body. Some people argue
that the SRACI is appreciated because it is seen as a
regulatory body. However, the government does not
like having a regulatory system, preferring instead a
self-regulatory system.
It is appropriate to place on the record our support
for the great work done by the Standing Review and
Advisory Committee on Infertility and its members.
Over the years, they have made numerous helpful
recommendations to governments of both sides. The
various heads of that body, including, most recently,
the former Mr Justice Marks, have made a
significant contribution. The opposition will
carefully examine what happens with the
consultation between the minister and consumer
groups to ensure that consumers are heard and that
the minister acts on their representations.

Mr CLARK (Box Hill) - The Infertility
Treatment (Amendment) Bill is one of those
measures that require each of us to carefully
consider our own attitudes to human life. I am
proud to represent in this Parliament a party which
allows its parliamentary representatives to adhere to
their consciences on such fundamental issues and
which, in doing so, not only upholds the integrity of
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the individual and his or her beliefs but also thereby
strengthens the party as a whole.
Humanity has come a long way in developing its
moral and ethical principles over the brief period of
its recorded history. At least in Western SOciety, we
have progressed from regarding foreign nations as
legitimate targets for slaughter to supporting
universal declarations of human rights. We have
seen the abolition of capital punishment in most
jurisdictions and we have stronger reservations than
those of even a generation ago about the legitimacy
of waging war, particularly war involving civilian
casualties.
Overall, succeeding generations have built on and
improved the principles they have inherited; but
there have been times when we have gone
backwards. Slavery was virtually eliminated in the
Roman Empire, but the issue had to be reargued in
the 18th and 19th centuries in Europe and America.
Our present century has seen a more extensive
slaughter of civilian populations than any that has
preceded it.
We need to remember that as a species we have to
work out for ourselves the principles that best guide
us as individuals and societies. The answers are not
given to us ready made by our genes. Our genes are
the same as those of our ancestors who cheerfully
packed picnic lunches and took their families to
witness public executions or torture. Nor are the best
moral and ethical principles to be determined as
matters of personal preference, like flavours of
ice-cream. Different moral and ethical codes will
produce vastly different societies, and vastly
different levels of happiness and fulfilment among
their members.
Rather, the quality of the principles which we hold
as individuals and which prevail generally in our
SOciety derive from our received wisdom and the
ability of each generation to add to that wisdom by
experience and insight. Furthermore, we exercise
ethical judgments for better or for worse every time
we as legislators pass a law or we as citizens cast
votes in an election. Some would say that we receive
divine guidance to develop our principles; others
would say not. But in either case the principles we
develop must satisfy both our intellectual
understanding of the world and the regard for one
another that reflection and social conditioning build
on instinct.
In recent years newly developed technologies have
forced us to confront and try to answer difficult
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questions about our attitude to life in its early stages.
Those questions are not completely new, but they
have become increasingly pressing, and in the
absence of uncontroverted inherited wisdom we
have to work out answers to them for ourselves. On
the one hand we are confronted by atrocities such as
partial-birth abortions, which one needs only to hear
described to be appalled by and which many
legislatures in the United States are now outlawing.
On the other hand we face issues involving a
fertilised human egg consisting of a single cell,
which one needs a microscope to see.
However, in each case the question to be answered
is ultimately the same: what are the grounds on
which human life should be protected? Is it because
it is capable of rational thought; is it because it is
capable of feeling; is it because it is human life?
In the end, I argue that we need to recognise that
every human life has potential. If we do not protect

that life, we do not protect that potential. We
devalue all human life if we do not protect each
human life, because we cease to regard human life as
valuable because it is a human life and instead
regard it as valuable only if it is useful- and we
regard it as capable of being disposed of if it ceases
to be useful. Once we start making judgments about
whether life deserves protection because of its
usefulness, all of our lives are cheapened.
For this reason, I consider that any regime which
involves, as the present IVF regimes do, the
deliberate creation of human life with the
contemplation that sooner or later some of those
created lives will be deliberately destroyed, is
contrary to the protection which the law ought to
provide to human life and contrary to the regard
which we should have towards human life. This, of
course, applies just as much to the current IVF
program as it does to the extension proposed by the
bill, but the bill substantially extends the scale of the
IVF program. In my view, the bill is a further step in
the wrong direction, and for that reason we should
not pass it.
MI5 CAMPBELL (Pascoe Vale) - Parliament is
debating amendments to the Infertility Treatment
Act following the hearing that commenced on 26
July 1996, after which the Human Rights and Equal
Opportunity Commission found that the Royal
Women's Hospital and the Freemason's Hospital
had breached the commonwealth Sex Discrimination
Act by refusing to allow couples in defacto
relationships to have access to IVF treatment and
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required the hospitals to pay substantial damages to
those couples.
The introduction of the bill gives members of
Parliament an opportunity to reflect on crucial
matters relating to the very essence of life. It has
prompted me to go back to the guiding principles in
the act. I fear that since they were originally
established in 1984 they have been lost sight of
somewhat.
I urge the government to ensure that the guiding
principles are reaffirmed, to make a strong
commitment to them and to ensure that any changes
introduced as a result of the bill are not made at
their expense. The principles, which are listed in
section 5, include:
... the welfare and interests of any person born or to be
born as a result of a treatment procedure are
paramount;
human life should be preserved and protected;
the interests of the family should be considered; and
infertile couples should be assisted in fulfilling their
desire to have children.

They are commendable principles upon which to
base any bill. I fear that in a number of aspects of the
bill the government has lost sight of those guiding
principles.
Parliament has dearly stated those principles and
we need to reaffirm that they apply to courts,
counsellors, doctors, researchers and anybody else
involved in infertility treatment. If those people
and/ or bodies are not basing their treatment,
research and decisions on the guiding principles,
they are not loyal to the state's act or to the wishes of
the Parliament.
In 1995 the Standing Review and Advisory

Committee on Infertility (SRACI) had its function
clearly spelt out in Parliament. Parliament knew
what it could get advice on. However, the bill does
not clearly spell out what the Infertility Treatment
Authority (IT A) should be doing. The SRACI
guidelines are excellent. The principles that were
outlined in relation to the SRACI need to be
reaffirmed and relayed to the new ITA. The
minister's second-reading speech as recorded at
page 1246 of Hansard of 4 May 1995 states in
reference to the SRACI that the Parliament needs
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advice from a range of people and in particular
advice from:
... children born as a result of procedures and couples
who have undergone treatment procedures.
Parliament also needs advice from people who have
carried out treatment procedures Or major research,
members of religious bodies and people with
qualifications or experience in the disciplines of
philosophy, medicine, social work or psychology, law,
child welfare, health, education, infertility and
embryology.

Parliament does not have that expertise here in this
chamber, yet we are expected to pass bills and make
clear decisions without independent direct advice.
Now that the SRACI will be abolished this advice
will not be fearless and it will not be forthcoming in
the shape of a public document to Parliament. That
is a grave retrograde step.
The bill deals with complex areas of bioethics; it
regulates scientific endeavours that have a direct
impact on both the quality of human life and the
creation of human life. After I did a library search on
matters relating to IVF; it was clear to me that I do
not have the expertise to assess in depth a number of
the results of complex bioethical research and
procedures.
The Age editorial of 13 March talks about values and
the IVF legislation; it suggested that Minister
Knowles and his advisers needed to be very mindful
of where they were moving - a view I completely
support. There have been many articles about
whether men in homosexual relationships should be
allowed to have children. TItis matter was raised
previously by two members, and it is a matter on
which Parliament needs clear independent adviceand that advice should be based on the guiding
principles in the bill.
In the library are articles relating to IVF and lesbian
relationships, but we seem to end up with more
questions than answers, which is why we need a
body like the SRACI to assist us. Embryo disposal is
a sensitive issue. Some people in this Parliament and I am one of them - view human life as
sacrosanct. In many cases the IVF industry
deliberately creates extra embryos for implantation
that are never used, and the Parliament needs advice
on that matter. The SRACI was able to do it because
it was a statutory body; however, the ITA has a big
question mark over it.
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I believe it is important that the minister ensures that
whatever advice is given to him or her on infertility
matters is in the form of a public document and is
not lost via the fax machine or the files in the
minister's office. If IVF legislation and IVF
discussions are to be frank and open, and if we are
to look at them in relation to where this society is
going regarding families and children, that advice
must be public.
I again went to the library to research the kind of
advice the SRACI gave to Parliament. Its 1994
annual report raised a number of matters that need
to be considered; it suggested that we need to
consider new legislation. We had plenty of advice on
that - it is here before us - and we were able to
consider it. I am sure in its suggestions for new
legislation the committee did not envisage that it
would be abolished. It also spoke about the
importance of the use of human pituitary-derived
gonadotropins in Australia and a disease that
resulted from that called Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease.
That highlights the complexity of the issues that we
have to address. I cannot even pronounce the names
of the diseases that the committee was able to
comment upon, but in reading its report I was able
to understand its advice.
In its 1995 annual report the SRACI gave Parliament
advice on a number of matters and asked the public
to consider many issues. I repeat: this Parliament
and the state of Victoria should be indebted to the
people who have worked on the committee. We
need to ask why the people who were on it, who had
years and years of experience, were discarded.
I believe the SRACI was discarded because the IVF
industry has become very powerful and this
government did not want a regulatory body. We are
all very aware that some doctors do not wish to be
regulated, and flexibility is the name of the game
with this government. Flexibility is fine until things
go dramatically wrong. This legislation leaves far
too many question unanswered with regard to the
problems in relation to IVF that quite often emerge
years afterwards - many children do not know who
their biological parents are, what their genetic
make-up is or the medical background of their
parents.
Originally, the SRACI believed children should be
protected by ensuring their legal status - that is, the
formal recognition of paternity. Section 7 of the
Status of Children Act covers that only if it can be
proven that the parental father is the biological
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father. I believe the minister needs to give that some
considera tion.
SRACI was also working towards ensuring that
counselling methods were improved. I hope the
Infertility Treatment Authority continues that good
work. I had the experience of attending an IVF clinic
vvith a friend, and I was astounded at the lack of
counselling offered to her. She visited in the
morning and the doctor, a well-known Melbourne
IVF doctor, suggested she could start her treatment
that afternoon. That is hardly appropriate
counselling or ethical behaviour, but that is a fact.
Anecdotal evidence from other people confirms my
view that the counselling techniques and practices in
this state need a lot more attention from the
department.
The opposition will support the legislation, but it is
concerned that the ITA, which is replacing the
SRACI, does not have the strength of that committee
and does not have the independence of the previous
statutory body. This Parliament will be very much
weaker if it does not receive strong, independent
and expert advice on ethical issues on which most
honourable members flounder.
Dr NAPTHINE (Minister for Youth and
Community Services) - I thank all speakers who
have contributed to this debate. Although the bill is
only relatively small in terms of the issues covered, it
is certainly an area of great interest to members of
Parliament and the broader community who deal
vvith assisted reproduction technologies and,
obviously, those who engage in the associated
discussion on human life.
I particularly thank the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition for his support of the legislation, which
was echoed by the honourable member for Pascoe
Vale. I also thank the honourable members for
Malvern and Box Hill who made contributions on
behalf of the government.
The area of assisted reproductive technologies is a
difficult one in which to legislate because of the
ever-changing technologies which seem to be
increasing in terms of the opportunities they provide
for previous infertile couples to have children. While
the technology is welcomed by the infertile couples
themselves and the community in general,
community concern exists about the type and nature
of research conducted and the implications of using
assisted reproductive technologies in a broader
context. One has only to look at the recent
community concern regarding an experiment in
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Scotland where an adult female sheep was cloned Dolly - to gain some impression of the
implications. While in the past scientists in Victoria
and across the world have been able to clone - if
you want to call it that - embryos by dividing
embryos into genetically identical embryos and
producing those embryos so that they could be used
in reproduction technologies through IVF, the
experiment in Scotland was the first time material and I understand it was material from the mammary
glands of a ewe - was taken and then used to create
a genetically identical sheep. That reflects in the
short time of a couple of decades the growth of
development and research in this area, and it is
important that society, through community
discussion and through Parliament, has a say about
what is the appropriate way to use these
technologies and how to fit them into the general
societal and community context.
I appreciate the remarks of the honourable member
for Pascoe Vale vvith regard to the strength and
importance of the guiding principles in this
legislation. I appreciated those remarks at a personal
level because I was heavily involved in drafting the
1995 legislation and developing the guiding
principles. They form a sound basis for any
consideration of this sort of work. I also appreciate
her comments on the need for broad community
consultation and input into these issues and the role
the Standing Review and Advisory Committee on
Infertility has played in this process.
Two or three years ago I was fortunate enough to
visit England and meet representatives from the
Human Embryology and Fertilisation Authority.
One of the greatest strengths of that organisation
was that it produced discussion papers on a regular
basis on various issues.
Ms Campbell- Were they made public?
Or NAPTHINE - Yes, and the authority actually
conducted public discussions at venues around
England on issues such as donor ethics and whether
men and women should be able to sell their genetic
material. There is a greater demand for the donation
of female eggs than there is supply. The suggestion
was made that women should be able to sell their
eggs. I find that a little difficult to cope vvith and I
would not support it. However, those are the sorts of
discussion papers that have been produced.
The honourable member for Pascoe Vale raised an
issue that was also in the British legislation that after
about five years the embryos in storage were to be
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destroyed. At the time I was in England the end of
the first five-year period was approaching. Initially,
everybody had agreed with that legislation because
at the time five years hence was a long time away.
However, as the deadline came up there was
discussion about whether that five-year limit should
be extended on the basis of the embryos being
human lives or whether there should be specific
exemptions for individuals who still had some
interest in the future use of those embryos. It is an
area for which it is very difficult to legislate.
Technologies change community attitudes. To the
great credit of the Victorian Parliament, through the
years of both the Labor and the coalition
governments, it has been able as a mature
Parliament to debate these issues and develop
legislation which reasonably reflects community
attitudes. Under the previous Labor government the
Victorian Parliament was one of the first in the
world to legislate with regard to IVF. It is still at the
forefront of creating legislation that reflects
community attitudes, keeps pace with technological
change and provides a framework for the proper use
of those technologies.
The bill has two major provisions. The first repeals
the provisions relating to the establishment of the
Standing Review and Advisory Committee on
Infertility because when the 1995 act was rewritten
to replace the 1984 act, two groups were established.
The Infertility Treatment Authority, which had a
regulatory role, a research monitoring role, and an
advice to the minister and government role was
established, and it duplicated some of the roles of
the SRACI.
It was felt that the two groups could work together

in a complementary way. However, as progress has
been made towards implementing the legislation
and developing regulations, it has become clear to
the heads of both the Infertility Treatment AuthOrity,
Professor Louis Waller, and the current SRACI,
Mr Ken Marks, that there is an excess of duplication
and therefore no need for the two authorities. They
believe the Infertility Treatment Authority, the
newer authority, should take precedence and that
the Standing Review and Advisory Committee on
Infertility be dispensed with. That is what this bill
provides for.
At the same time it is recognised by the Minister for
Health that one of the great benefits of the Standing
Review and Advisory Committee on Infertility was
its broad base. It broadly reflected the community's
views and allowed input by way of advice to the
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minister from consumers - people with different
religious, ethical and philosophical viewpoints, and
people with expertise in the technologies, the
research and the fundamental issues of reproduction
and embryology. In the second-reading speech the
minister outlined that a ministerial adviSOry council
will be established to continue to provide this broad
base of advice. I shall pick up the point made by the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition. It is my sincere
belief that the minister will include consumers, or
their representatives, in that group as their advice
will be important in the development of assisted
reproductive technologies. Their advice is extremely
important in this ever-changing area where
community attitudes and technologies change with
the times. The ministerial advisory council will have
the opportunity to provide broad advice, produce
public discussion papers, hold public discussions
and meetings, and generally fulfil the role the SRACI
fulfilled so admirably for many years.
I have had some involvement with the advisory
committee, so I shall take this opportunity on behalf
of the government and the community to thank all
current and previous members and staff of the
Standing Review and Advisory Committee on
Infertility. Their work over the past 12 years has
been greatly appreciated by both governments and
the community. I especially recognise the leadership
roles played by Professor Louis Waller as the
inaugural Chairman of the Standing Review and
Advisory Committee on Infertility, who is also the
inaugural Chairman of the Infertility Treatment
Authority, and more recently, Mr Ken Marks, as the
current chair of the SRACI.
The second major component of the bill is the
provision to extend those who can access the
treatment procedures to include stable de facto
couples living together on a genuine domestic basis.
The 1995 act continued the law established under the
previous Labor government that access to infertility
treatment in this state would apply only to legally
married couples. There was a degree of commw1ity
debate and concern about that; matters were taken
before the federal Human Rights and Equal
Opportunity Commission, and it was decided that
the most appropriate way to deal with the issue was
to extend access to treatment procedures to stable
de facto couples living together on a genuine
domestic basis.
The second-reading speech makes it clear that the
amendment will not provide for access to treatment
for single women or same-sex couples. That is
outlined specifically as a guide to those seeking to
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interpret the legislation in the future. That reflects
the broad community attitude to the guiding
principle the honourable member for Pascoe Vale
referred to so well- that is, the rights of the child
must be paramount. The government adheres to that
guiding principle because it believes a child's rights
are best served if the child is brought up in a loving
family relationship, where there is a father and
mother wherever possible. That must be the ultimate
objective, and to seek an objective of a lesser level
would be inappropriate. That is why this legislation
will certainly not be used to allow same-sex couples
or single women to access the treatment. However, I
recognise, as I think the community recognises, that
there are many stable de facto relationships in our
society and that access to the treatment by people in
those relationships is appropriate.
The government appreciates the support of the
opposition on this bill, which will further regulate
the legislation for this important area. I commend
the bill to the house.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
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The purpose of the bill is to make certain
amendments to the Project Development and
Construction Management Act and to provide for
additional powers relating to land. The provisions
regarding those additional powers give the
responsible minister power to acquire interests in
land by agreement and to dispose of interests in
Crown land for the purpose of nominated projects. It
clarifies existing rights.
The bill provides that interests in Crown land other
than land reserved under the Crown Lands
(Reserves) Act may be acquired through an order of
the Governor in Council published in the
Government Gazette. The general recommendation of
the minister who is administering the act under
which the land or public body is established will no
longer required.
The bill also provides that the holder of an interest in
Crown land that is surrendered to the Crown under
the act has a claim for compensation, to be
determined in accordance with the Land Acquisition
and Compensation Act; and that where interests in
Crown land are surrendered to the Crown under the
act, the responsible minister may enter into
possession of the land on behalf of the Crown.

Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.

PROJECT DEVELOPMENT AND
CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Government amendments circulated by
Dr NAPTHINE (Minister for Youth and
Community Services) pursuant to sessional orders.

Second reading
Debate resumed from 1 May; motion of
Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Conservation and Land
Management).
Mr DOLLIS (Richmond) - Although this is a
rather strange piece of legislation to be coming in at
this late stage, the opposition has been assured that
the amendments to the Project Development and
Construction Management Act are not based on
perceived problems regarding any specific project,
that there is no hidden agenda, and that they have
arisen in the course of closer examination of the act
since it was first introduced in 1994.

The bill replaces the requirement that a nomination
order should specify the reasons for nominating a
project with an obligation on the Premier to table a
statement of the reasons at the same time as the
nomination order is laid before both houses of
Parliament. It also clarifies that the fadlitation
agency for a nominated project should be included
in the nomination order only if it is a public
statutory corporation, and removes the provision for
the express delegation of the powers under part 3 of
the act which may be vested in the responsible
minister. The provision is no longer required
because ministers perform their functions through
duly authorised officers acting as agents.
The amendments in relation to land are designed to
facilitate the effective management and
development of nominated projects. They effectively
take away powers that would otherwise be vested in
other ministers, notably the Minister for Finance and
the Minister for Conservation and Land
Management, in relation to the acquisition,
possession, disposal and leasing of Crown land. The
amendments to the way the reasons for the
nomination of the project are made on the
recommendation of parliamentary counsel will
prevent potential challenges being made to the
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validity of the nomination of projects when they
have already started.

payable under this provision, but with the exception
of sections 31 to 36.

Clause 14 proposes to substitute a number new
subsections for section 22(3) of the act and will
enable Crown land to be sold or disposed of on
approval of the Governor in Council on condition
that the person involved enters an agreement with
the responsible minister concerning the use or
development of the land.

It is said that the devil is in the detail. An

However, there appears to be an anomaly that may
be either accidental or intended. The proposed
section refers to the Planning and Environment Act
regarding agreements applying for the purpose of
the amended act. The provision dispenses with
reference to the Minister for Planning and Local
Government and in its place inserts reference to the
responsible minister or facilitating agency
approving, amending or ending an agreement.
The effect is that the agreement is lodged with the
responsible minister for the nominated project and
not with the Minister for Planning and Local
Government, as is stipulated under the Planning and
Environment Act. For the purpose of this
amendment, the Minister for Planning and Local
Government is not even window dressing.
Proposed new section 22(3)(8)(c) relates to
section 174(2)(c) of the Planning and Environment
Act concerning the form and contents of agreements.
The change implies that the agreement does not
need to achieve or advance the objectives of
planning in Victoria or the objectives of the planning
scheme or any amendment to the planning scheme.
The change is curious because section 180 of the
Planning and Environment Act states:
An agreement must not require or allow anything to be
done which would breach a planning scheme or a
permit.

Since a planning scheme or permit must advance or
achieve the objectives of planning in Victoria, I am
not sure what the change is intended to achieve. I
hope the Treasurer will clarify that matter.
Although this is a technical bill there has been little
consultation that would assist the opposition in
understanding the logic of the amendments. For
example, proposed section 20A(2) of division 2A,
which is proposed to be inserted by clause 13, states
that the Land Acquisition and Compensation Act
applies to the determination of compensation

examination of those sections reveals that although
compensation may be payable, and may be paid, the
process is greatly altered by the amendment. For
example, it affects the form in which an offer must
be made, including a copy of the certification of
valuation, a statement explaining the difference
between the offer and the valuation, if any, and a
statement of the principal rights and obligations of
persons whose interests in land have been acquired
under the act. It also affects the specific interest
acquired and gives the claimant three months to
respond.
In short, although compensation is payable, the
process that is to take place and the form in which
the offer of compensation is to be made is left wide
open. It effectively diminishes the rights of a person
with an interest in Crown land. The amendments
also act as a de facto fast-track mechanism. The
powers over Crown land in relation to the project
are concentrated in the hands of the responsible
minister, who does not need the approval of other
ministers when acquiring, disposing or selling
Crown land.

The Land Act provides for the minister to lay
annually before both houses of Parliament a report
of the proceedings taken tmder parts 1 and 2 of the
act. I believe it would be appropriate to have a
similar prOvision in the Project Development and
Construction Management Act so that it is clear
what interests in Crown land have been acquired,
disposed of or sold. The Treasurer may want to
consider the suggestion and make the appropria te
amendments while the bill is between here and
another place.
In conclusion, it is still not clear why the
amendments are required at this time given the
infrequent use of the powers specified in the act.
There is no specified or identified problem or
obstacle that the amendments will correct. The
opposition has a suspicion that the amendments
may not be as straightforward as they look.
However, I am assured by the Treasurer that there is
no hidden agenda.

The opposition does not intend to oppose the bill.
However, the opposition has neither seen the
proposed amendments nor been briefed on them. It
is impossible for the opposition to work out how
these highly technical amendments will affect the
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bill or the act. In that regard it is difficult to show the
goodwill that prevailed with this bill.
It is not proper for amendments of this nature to be
introduced on the last day of the sitting without a
single briefing or explanation given to the
opposition to better understand the technicalities
involved. Although goodwill has prevailed in the
past, despite the scepticism, it is impossible for the
opposition to extend that goodwill to the proposed
amendments. If amendments of this nature are to be
introduced, the government should at least provide
a further briefing before the debate. If the ministers
concerned are unable to understand the technical
nature of the amendments, they cannot expect the
opposition to support them. It makes a mockery of
the legislative process.

During the briefing there was not the slightest
mention that further amendments would be
introduced. Those who briefed the opposition
understood clearly that this is a complex measure
and that the opposition was sceptical about the
motives behind the introduction of the bill.
The opposition, having expressed that scepticism
and having asked detailed questions, is now faced
with further amendments at the last moment. It is an
extraordinary way to proceed with legislation and,
as I said, makes a mockery of the legislative process.
Although the opposition was prepared to extend
considerable goodwill and take in good faith the
undertakings given by the government, it cannot
extend its goodwill to these further amendments.
The opposition has been assured that the
amendments to the Project Development and
Construction Management Act are not based on
problems or perceived problems regarding any
specific project. The opposition has been assured
that there is no hidden agenda that guides this
legislation. It has been advised that the amendments
have arisen in the course of closer examination of the
act since it was first introduced in 1994. The
opposition accepts the government's explanation,
but it is unable to support the amended version of
the bill because it is impossible for the opposition to
closely examine the effect and intent of the
amendments that have been circulated.
Mr HULLS (Niddrie) - I support the sentiments
expressed by the shadow minister for planning and
major projects, the honourable member for
Richmond. I have had an opportunity of taking a
brief look at the legislation and the proposed
amendments. There is grave concern on this side of
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the house - we need to consult widely with
members of the community - that this is either an
attempt to, or may well inadvertently, distinguish
native title. If the proposed amendments are
ultimately incorporated in the bill, proposed new
section 18A(1), to be inserted by clause 11, makes it
clear that:
The responsible Minister may recommend to the
Governor in Council that the interests (if any) -

that means future interests in any Crown land which is part of an area specified in
an application order for a nominated project (other
than Crown land reserved under the Crown Land
(Reserves) Act 1978) be surrendered to the Crown -

or extinguished.
Mr Stockdale interjected.
Mr HULLS - The Treasurer says, 'But subject to
compensation'. The Treasurer appears to be agreeing
with what I am saying that there is a possibility that
this legislation has the potential, inadvertently or
purposely, to extinguish native title on any claims
that may be made in the future. That is why it is
inappropriate for the proposed amendments to be
introduced at such short notice and for the
government to expect the opposition to support
them. That is why I endorse the comments made by
the honourable member for Richmond that we
cannot support the amendments at such short notice
without taking further advice.
During the briefing certain guarantees were given
that there was no specific project in mind in
introducing the bill. From my experience, in the
short time that I have been in this place and dealt
with the government, I have grave doubts that there
is not a specific project in mind.
I can recall some months ago having a discussion
with a group of Aborigines from Warmambool who
were talking about a project in that area. They
indicated they were negotiating with the
government on the Warrnambool golf course. My
memory is not 100 per cent on whether it was a golf
course, but it was in relation to a proposal on Crown
land. Will this legislation affect that particular
proposal or negotiation? I would like to hear from
the minister about that. I was not fully apprised of
the proposal, but from my previous dealings with
the government, in the back of someone's mind
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somewhere, I am sure this legislation relates to a
particular proposal.
The proposed amendments give wide powers to the
ministers involved in facilitating projects. Section 19
of the Project Development and Construction
Management Act states:
For the purposes of a nominated project, the facilitating
agency may acquire by agreement an interest in land
on any terms (including consideration) that the agency
considers appropriate.

The house would be aware that when dealing with a
facilitating agency a certain number of people are
involved. Although the final decision is overseen by
the head of that agency, there is a whole range of
people involved in making that decision which helps
in the accountability process. Proposed new
section 19(1) insetted by clause 12 states:
For the purposes of a nominated project, the
responsible Minister or the facilitating agency may
acquire by agreement an interest in land on any terms
(including consideration) that the responsible Minister
Or agency considers appropriate.

That gives extraordinarily wide powers to the
minister in question. The bill concerns a number of
ministers, some of whom are responsible but some
of whom are not so responsible. The amendment
puts into the hands of, let us say, the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management extraordinary
powers, allowing her to use whatever means is
deemed appropriate to facilitate a project by
acquiring an interest in land.
One would be concerned were such powers to be
given to the Minister for Conservation and Land
Management, particularly conSidering what has
occurred and what has been revealed in the past few
weeks. I suggest she is not a responsible person to be
given such powers. The bill gives the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management the power to
acquire land - indeed, swap land; the bill makes it
clear that the minister will be able to acquire by
agreement an interest in land on any terms, which
means land swaps.
Honourable members should be clear on what they
are doing today. The legislation gives the Minister
for Conservation and Land Management, the
minister who has been involved up to her eyeballs in
the absolutely corrupt Intergraph ambulance
scandal, the power to sell off or swap Crown land land that is owned by all Victorians, by all
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Australians - to her mates. There are some
responsible ministers on that side of the house, but
the Minister for Conservation and Land
Management is not one of them.
All Victorians should be concerned that that minister
will be given extra powers. She is the last person to
be given extra powers. Certainly, she should be
given no extra powers until there has been a full
inquiry into her role in the Intergraph scandal and
particularly what happened to that memo. Until
honourable members know exactly what happened
to the memo and who saw the memo, they, as
representatives of Victorians, cannot give that
minister any more power.
I am concerned at the amendments being proposed.
The then Minister for Planning, the honourable
member for Pakenham, made some interesting
observations in the second-reading speech on the
original legislation, the Project Development and
Construction Management Bill. I quote page 1738 of
Hansard of 15 November 1994:
The bill enables the Treasurer to execute guarantees in
respect of a project but requires the Treasurer to obtain
the written consent of each minister or public authority
that is a party to the agreement or contract and, in the
case of public authorities, the minister administering
the relevant act for that public authority.

Honourable members will recall that some time ago
the Treasurer guaranteed some hundreds of millions
of dollars for the City Link project. I recall that a
company now called ERG Pty Ltd was part of that
consortia. It was the beneficiary of a Treasurer's
guarantee. It just so happens that the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management, then the
Minister for Health, purchased shares in the
company ERG in the full knowledge, we always
maintained at the time, that that company was to be
the beneficiary of a Treasurer's guarantee. No other
Victorian knew that, but the minister knew it.
The opposition alleged at the time, and still
maintains, that the minister was able to use her
inside knowledge of the Treasurer's guarantee in
purchasing those shares. The opposition maintains
that is tantamount to insider trading. What did the
Treasurer have to say when that was put to him? He
said that Treasurer's guarantees come across his
table every day and that he did not recall whether he
had discussed it with the minister. That is my
recollection of what the Treasurer had to say. He no
doubt will correct me if he believes I am wrong. The
fact is that he gave a Treasurer's guarantee
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regarding ERG and that the then Minister for Health
purchased shares. One does not have to be a Rhodes
scholar to realise she used inside knowledge in
purchasing those shares.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Cunningham) Order! I remind the honourable member of standing
order 108.
Mr HULLS - Thank you, Mr Acting Speaker.
The legislation refers to Treasurer's guarantees. The
Treasurer is getting hot under the collar. Is that any
wonder? He and his government have had a bad
week, and I expect that will continue; I expect it to
be even worse in the couple of weeks to come.
The second-reading speech refers to Treasurer's
guarantees and appropriately makes it clear that the
Treasurer has to consult fairly widely regarding
those guarantees. I expect that occurred in relation to
the matter I have been speaking about.
The opposition expresses real concern about the
amendments contained in the bill and those that will
be moved in the committee stage. It seeks guidance
from the Treasurer as to the specific projects to
which he envisages the legislation will relate. The
legislation potentially allows land that is an asset of
all Victorians - it is owned by all Victorians - to be
swapped, virtually given away at bargain basement
prices, to anybody involved in a private enterprise
project. The opposition believes the process ought to
be absolutely transparent. The opposition has grave
concerns that such powers are being put into the
hands of the Minister for Conservation and Land
Management.
Obviously, the opposition does not object to the
government doing what it can to facilitate private
investment in projects for the betterment of all
Victorians, but it has concerns about allowing land
that previously has been owned by all Victorians to
be simply given away to the mates and cronies of the
government.
In conclusion, I endorse the comments of the
shadow minister for planning and major projects.
Particularly at such late notice, the opposition
cannot facilitate the swift passage of the
amendments that will be put to the chamber.

Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - As usual, the
comments of the honourable member for Niddrie
are a tissue of fabrication and exaggeration. They
disclose more about the mind-set of the Labor Party
and the honourable member for Niddrie, in
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particular, rather than having anything to do with
the real world. They disclose the sort of government
that the honourable member would offer Victoria one in which conspiracies were the normal way of
doing things, in which anything that occurs will
have some sinister overlay and deals will be done
with mates.
One can understand how the honourable member,
coming as he does from the right wing of the Labor
Party and with his experience in the Labor Party
throughout Australia, sees the world in terms of,
'What is the point of being in power if you can't help
your mates?'. That was demonstrated nationally
when he was a member of the federal Parliament, in
New South Wales with Labor governments, and in
Western Australia, as the standard method of
operation of the Labor Party. Graham Richardson
could not understand why he was being criticised.
What was the point of holding political power if you
didn't obtain the right to dispense largesse for your
mates!
Ms Davies - On a point of order, Mr Acting
Speaker, on the issue of relevance: the Treasurer is
not talking about the amendment. He is talking
about things that have nothing to do with the bill.
Mr STOCKDALE - On the point of order,
Mr Acting Speaker, I am glad to see the factional
colleagues rallying to defend the honourable
member for Niddrie. An essence of debate is the
capacity to respond. Were we to take the view the
honourable member is putting forward, that the
government is not entitled to respond to the sort of
vitriol and extravagant hyperbole the honourable
member has indulged in, debate in this place would
be not only sterile but grossly inequitable. One party
could heap abuse on the others and they would not
be able to respond. The honourable member should
sit back and learn a few things before she starts
speaking up for her factional colleagues.
The ACTING SPEAKER - Order! I have heard
enough. There is no point of order.
Mr Hulls interjected.
Mr STOCKDALE - I will get to the native title
issue: that is another example of your hyperbole and
display of utter ignorance. One would have thought
that after your years in the Australian Parliament
you would have some idea about how the
Australian constitution operates. Just as you are
here, you were so busy dishing out extravagant
and--
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Mr Hulls interjected.
Mr STOCKDALE - How long were you there?
Seven years? Yet you didn't pick up the basic
workings of the Australian constitution!
Mr Hulls interjected.
Mr STOCKDALE - Three years! That shows the
remarkably good judgment of the people of
Queensland, that they took only one term to get on
to him! During that time the honourable member
could not manage to pick up even the basic
fundamentals of the workings of the Australian
constitution. He comes here and without one shred
of evidence or any understanding of the briefing he
was given, he throws around extravagant criticisms,
personal abuse and vilification of people on the
opposite side.
The level of interpersonal relationships in this place
is lower now than it has ever been in the 12 years I
have been a member of this place. One person is
responsible for that - Ms Davies interjected.
Mr STOCKDALE - You come in defending him;
you have your little factional meetings on the back
bench. You hold yourself out to be independent, but
you make it clear where you stand! This man, the
honourable member for Niddrie, is single-handedly
responsible for destroying the relationships that are
part of the operations of a civilised Parliament. He
did it deliberately as chief of staff of the Leader of
the Opposition, and now he does it as an individual
member of this place. He is not prepared to accept
the consequences.
In his contribution to the debate he has put forward
a load of nonsense, and either he does not bother to
understand the basics of the bill or he didn't listen to
the briefing given to him.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Cunningham) Order! I know the Treasurer is refuting the remarks
of the honourable member for Niddrie, but he
should return to the bill.
Mr STOCKDALE - Either that or he is choosing
to deliberately misrepresent the position. This bill is
no sinister instrument. It was explained to the
honourable member and to the honourable member
for Richmond in the briefing that the bill contains an
amendment to clarify the powers of compulsory
acquisition that the government has sought to codify
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in the act. It is designed to ensure that those
provisions put beyond doubt the capacity to
expedite major projects in the public interest. There
is nothing particularly sensational about that. I
cannot recall any jurisdiction with which I have had
contact where the government did not have powers
of compulsory acquisition to enable it to expedite
major projects of public interest.
The former Labor government in this state certainly
had such powers and used them - and in some
cases misused them, as I am reminded by the
Minister for Planning and Local Government - to
expedite its pet projects. This government has
sought to enhance public accountability by making
clear the power of government and the conditions
under which the government is entitled to exercise
those powers, and to make it clear that their exercise
attracts the right to compensation in defined
circumstances.
As to the amendments, my embarrassment that
there has been a breakdown of communication and
that the amendments were not brought to the notice
of the opposition has been considerably assuaged by
the remarks of the honourable member for Niddrie.
On behalf of the government I apologise to the
honourable member for Richmond that the
government did not deliver the briefing it intended
to deliver to him and that the timing of his exposure
to the amendments was not as it should have been. I
do not feel the same guilt in relation to the
honourable member for Niddrie because I have
absolute confidence that such information would
have made no difference to his remarks or his lack of
understanding of the measure.
The amendment to the bill is to clarify the fact that if
there are rights which arise not from an interest in
land but from a contract in relation to that land,
those rights can also be extinguished as part of the
compulsory acquisition process. That was an
oversight in the original drafting and in the drafting
of the first set of amendments; that is addressed in
the second set of amendments.
In defence of both honourable members I freely
concede that the amendments are necessarily
extremely complex because this is a difficult area of
law, both at common law and statute. Nonetheless,
that is the single import of the amendments that
were circulated at the commencement of this debate.
The amendment is designed simply to ensure there
is no loophole in that the government, on behalf of
Victorians, may acquire an interest in land only to
find that the development of the project is frustrated
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because of contractual rights that attach to the land.
These amendments are designed to put beyond
doubt that the amendment applies to those
contractual rights.
I explained that matter across the table to the
honourable member for Richmond before he began
his address; I am sure he understood the point I was
making. To be fair to him, it would not be reasonable
to expect him to have dealt comprehensively with
that, having just heard about it. There has been a
breakdown in communication; the government
intended there should be a briefing, but for reasons
concerning lack of communication on our side, that
breakdown has occurred. I would be prepared
between Assembly and Council debates on the bill
to provide the opposition with a further briefing in
relation to the amendment circulated at the
begUming of this debate.
In relation to native title, the reds under the bedor perhaps the greens under the bed, in the case of
the honourable member for Niddrie - are shown by
the fact that he has raised this matter today out of
the blue, off the top of his head, clearly not having
been based on any mature consideration of the
amendment. If his argument had any validity
whatever, it would arise from the principal act and
not from the amendments. It would arise from the
existence of rights of compulsory acquisition and not
from the precise form of the conferring of those
rights or any subsequent amendment of them. If this
were a real issue one would have expected he would
have been railing within the Labor Party against the
whole concept of compulsory acquisition, not
coming here and making extravagant and
unjustified claims.

The bill does not and cannot, on the advice I have
been given, extinguish native title. It cannot do so, as
I am advised, even inadvertently because native title
rights arise under the Native Title Act of the
commonwealth Parliament. The honourable member
would certainly be the last to assert there is any
doubt about the validity of that act as being within
the power of the commonwealth government. It
follows he is proceeding from a position that that
legislation is a valid exercise of the commonwealth's
legislative authority. He nods assent.
If that were the case, any inconsistent state law to the
extent of the inconsistency would be invalid. Not
only that, but since it is clear that the commonwealth
has legislated comprehensively to cover the field in
relation to native title issues, any Victorian act which
even inadvertently trespassed on the territory of
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native title would be invalid to that extent. I am
amazed that the honourable member, who holds
himself out as knowing something about the law,
who has railed here with mock passion this morning
about the defence of native title, does not have a
basic understanding of Australian constitutional
law. I do not know how he could be a member of the
Parliament of the commonwealth, and then of the
state, but not understand the relationship between
the two sets of law under the Australian constitution.
That is a revealing example of two things: firstly, the
appalling ignorance and lack of attention to detail he
brings to Australian politics; and secondly, the fertile
imagination and conspiratorial bent of mind that he
has, that one half of his tirade this morning is not
only not real but cannot be real, reflects poorly on
the approach he brings to these debates.
I do not like to be consistently called a liar by the
Leader of the Opposition and the honourable
member for Niddrie. I do not believe they have
produced even one shred of evidence that any
member of the government has behaved with
anything but the utmost propriety. Constantly, they
hurl abuse across the table - not only for public
consumption but also privately - and malign the
characters of members on this side of the house. That
is why I make my response in the terms I do today.
The contribution by the honourable member for
Niddrie was absurd. No doubt we will get it again
during the committee stage so that he can show how
vindictive and tough he can be. I repeat what I said
last night: I do not believe Australian history
demonstrates one case of somebody successfully
moving from the opposition benches to the
government benches as a result of being a thug. The
honourable member for Niddrie goes on trying to
prove that there will be an exception in Australian
history. Certainly I do not wish him good luck in the
exercise. It is unfortunate that he debases the
Victorian Parliament with conduct of this kind.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Committed.

Committee
Clauses 1 to 3 agreed to.
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Clause 4

(2) The responsible Minister may make a
recommendation under sub-section (1) on -

Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I move:
1.

(a) receiving a plan of the land signed by the
Surveyor-General; and

Clause 4, after line 8 insert"(2) In section 3(1) of the Principal Act in the
definition of "limitations" before" estates"
insert "rights, privileges,".

There are a large number of amendments circulated
in my name that all essentially relate to the same
matter, which is to clarify the intention that any
encumbrance on land to be compulsorily acquired
land which arises under a contract can be
extinguished as part of the compulsory acquisition
process.

Both logically and as a matter of practice, the
government takes the view that this is a necessary
corollary of compulsory acquisition code itself. For
that reason these amendments are designed to pick
up that point and take it through the legislation.
Unless honourable members raise matters I do not
intend to address the remaining provisions in detail
because they are all consequential on that principle
being manifest throughout the act.
Amendment agreed to; amended clause agreed to;
clauses 5 to 10 agreed to.

Clause 11, lines 8 to 26, omit all words and
expressions on these lines and insert "(1) The responsible Minister may recommend to
the Govemor in Council that (a) the interests (if any) in any Crown land; and
(b) the prescribed contractual rights (if any)

relating to any Crown land which is part of an area specified in an
application order for a nominated project
be surrendered to the Crown or
extinguished.

being satisfied that the land shown on the
plan represents land -

(0

the interests (if any) in which are to be
surrendered to the Crown; and

(3) This section does not apply to land which is
reserved under the Crown Land (Reserves)
Act 1978.

(4) On receiving the responsible Minister's
recommendation, the Govemor in Council
may, by order published in the Govemment
Gazette, declare that (a) the interests (if any) in the land shown on
the plan are surrendered to the Crown;
and
(b)

the prescribed contractual rights (if any) in
relation to the land shown on the plan are
extinguished." .

3.

Clause 11, line 27, omit "(3)" and insert "(5)".

4.

Clause 11, line 28, omit "(2)" and insert "(4)".

5.

Clause 11, after line 31 insert"(b) all prescribed contractual rights (if any)

relating to the land are extinguished; and".
6.

Clause 11, line 32, omit "(b)" and insert "(c)".

7.

Clause 11, page 5, line 8, omit "(c)" and insert "(d)".

8.

Clause 11, page 5, line 17, omit "(4) Sub-section (3)"
and insert "(6) Sub-section (5).".

9.

Clause 11, page 5, after line 19 insert-

Clause 11

Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I move:

(b)

(iD in relation to which prescribed contractual
rights (if any) are to be extinguished.

The government appreciates that is a power that
governments should exercise with care and reserve,
but obviously it makes no sense at all to provide a
code of compulsory acquisition of land interfering
with what would otherwise be the property rights of
individuals or corporations and then to be frustrated
in delivering a major public project because there are
some contractual rights in relation to the land.

2.
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"(7) In this section "prescribed contractual right"
means a right (other than an interest in land)
created under an agreement in writing
entered into between a public body and
another person (not being the Crown).".

The amendments are part of implementing the effect
I described in relation to amendment 1.
Mr HULLS (Niddrie) - In relation to this
particular matter, some of the remarks made by the
Treasurer were typical of a government that is,
firstly, on the slippery slide, and secondly,
attempting to criticise and stifle - the Treasurer has
taken a leaf out of the Premier's book - any person
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who wants to appropriately scrutinise the
government. The government, the Treasurer and the
Premier brook no criticism at all. Any person who
embarks quite appropriately on the process of
scrutiny is seen to be anti-Victorian and
anti-Kennett, and therefore to be stood on. The
Treasurer's powder-puff attack on me and on the
Leader of the Opposition will not deter us from
scrutinising provisions such as these.
The ACTING CHAIRMAN (Mr A. F.
Plowman) - Order! The honourable member for
Niddrie is straying from the amendment. I ask him
to return to it.
Mr HULLS - It will not deter us from
scrutinising legislation, and indeed clauses such as
the ones being dealt with now in committee. It is
absolutely legitimate for the opposition to raise
concerns about native title. Indeed, we have a real
passion for native title and the rights of native title
claimants. The fact that for simply raising these
matters we are criticised by the Treasurer is more
than anything an indictment on him and an
indictment on the Premier, whom he is currently
representing in the carriage of the amendments.
The Treasurer admitted that the amendments have
come in late. He made a feeble apology to the
honourable member for Richmond. The opposition
has raised concerns about native title in relation to
the amendments and it will not be deterred by the
Premier and the Treasurer's power-puff assault on
the opposition for doing so.
The opposition will continue to criticise and analyse
legislation because Victorians would expect no less
from it. The opposition will oppose the amendments
being reported back to the house. It is essential that
the concerns raised by the opposition are on the
record because they are genuine concerns. The
opposition is scrutinising legislation and will
continue to do so on behalf of all Victorians. It will
not be deterred by the flim-flam man sitting on the
other side of the table.
Mr HAMILTON (Morwell) - I place on record
the appreciation of the opposition for the Treasurer's
remarks in relation to native title. As the honourable
member for Niddrie says, it is an very important
issue. It was important that the Treasurer in his
explanation referred to the fact that the amendments
do not and cannot affect anything to do with native
title in this state. Native title is covered by federal
legislation and in the case of any conflict federal
legislation overrides state legislation.
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The fact that that is on the record gives everyone a
great deal more confidence that the amendments are
not related to the extinguishment of native title,
which is a sensitive issue across Australia. It is an
important issue, and the opposition appreciates the
Treasurer's action in placing it on the record.
Mr BAKER (Sunshine) - I endorse the remarks
made by my colleagues the honourable members for
Niddrie and Morwell. I make the point that despite
the vitriolic, nasty and childishly personal attacks
that the Treasurer has made on him, the honourable
member for Niddrie would have been remiss in his
duty to Parliament and the people of Victoria if he
had not said what he did, given the indication from
the Treasurer's own mouth that these amendments
are highly complex and his grubby apology as to the
manner in which they were brought before the
house with haste and without proper consultation.
There is a significant inconsistency between the
vitriol of his attack and the apology he has tendered
to the opposition for the way in which he has
mismanaged this particular process. As both my
colleagues have said, despite the national
constitutional requirement that in matters of this
kind national law overrules state law, colleagues of
the Treasurer and the Dream Team on the other side,
particularly in Queensland and Western Australia,
have been wandering around making threats almost
daily about the extinguishment of native title and
what will happen if they do not get their way. That
process is being mishandled at the federal level,
again by colleagues of honourable members
opposite.
We would be remiss if we did not make those points
and did not demand some opportunity to seek more
sophisticated advice than that offered by the
Treasurer based on his limited experience of
constitutional law. For all those reasons, taken
cumulatively - I do not mean that in the manner of
a pOison, although it has occurred to me - members
of the opposition will oppose the reporting of the bill
to the house with amendments, and I will be
delighted to be among their number.
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I rise to deal
with the right of the opposition to raise these
matters. If the last two speakers were to read
Hansard they would see that I have not suggested
that it is improper to raise these issues. I will come
back to that, but I was talking about the way in
which they were raised.
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I illustrate my point by highlighting the tolerant and
articulate manner in which the honourable members
for Sunshine and Morwell raised the matter, a
contrast they no doubt intended because they would
be the first to dissociate themselves from the way in
which it was raised earlier. While we disagree
philosophically, I count them both among the
friends I have made in this house. They are also
genuine parliamentarians.
Mr Hamilton interjected.
Mr STOCKDALE - You want a payback, do
you?

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr STOCKDALE - They are among the genuine
parliamentarians in this house. If they were in a
position to be frank I hope they would acknowledge
me as someone who recognises the value of
criticism. Having spent eight years in opposition
trying to improve legislation - and, of course,
trying to score the occasional political point - and
having spent most of my working life before that as
an advocate before industrial and legal tribunals, I
would be the last to criticise the value of an
adversarial system.

Constructive, intelligent and well-informed criticism
often improves the legislation brought into this
house, and the honourable members for Sunshine
and Morwell have very often been the source of just
such criticism. Unfortunately, I cannot say the same
for the honourable member for Niddrie. My
criticism of him, and it is uncharacteristic of me to
make such personal criticism - -

Honourable members interjecting.
The ACTING CHAIRMAN (Mr A. F.
Plowman) - Order! I ask the Treasurer to come
back to the amendments.
Mr STOCKDALE - I am on the bill,
Mr Chairman. The point I was making was not
about his criticism, it was about the nature of it. It
was vitriolic, extravagantly hyperbolic and
fundamentally misconceived. I am sure neither of
the other two honourable members would engage in
such behaviour.

I conclude by making the point that the vitriol of the
honourable member for Niddrie has drawn the
Labor Party into an inherent contradiction, given
what has just been proposed. Two spokesmen for

Friday, 23 May 1997

the opposition have said that they agree the
objections made about native title are invalid and
that they are pleased to have an assurance from the
government that that is neither the effect nor the
intention of the legislation. Nonetheless, they have
said the opposition proposes to divide on the
amendments. That illustrates my point that this is
not a debate of substance.
When the honourable member for Niddrie sets the
tide of the Labor Party tactics and actions, the
substance of legislation is not debated. The tactics
are about elephants bumping in the night, about
people showing how macho they are and about
creating the illusion of corruption by throwing mud
and repeating allegations, whether they are baseless
or not. If the Labor Party were genuine in its
approach to this legislation, the valid points made
by the honourable members for Morwell and
Sunshine would lead it to accept that there is no
need to divide on the amendments.
The honourable member for Niddrie will show us
how macho he is by calling for a division. No doubt
it will be on the evening television news, and people
around Victoria will be impressed and rush out and
demand an opportunity to vote down the
government, all because the honourable member for
Niddrie has involved the opposition in a completely
hollow division on a relatively minor bill. If that is
the way he views the world, that is great from the
government's standpoint. That view explains why
the Labor Party was decimated at the 1992 election
and why it made precious little ground in 1996. It
shows that Labor has not begun to understand the
basic workings of the Victorian electorate.
Amendments agreed to; amended clause agreed to;
clause 12 agreed to.
Oause 13
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I move:
10. Clause 13, line 14, after "applies" insert "or, in the
case of an order under section IBA, a prescribed '
contractual right (within the meaning of that
section) in relation to land to which the order
applies,".
11. Clause 13, line 21, after "interest" insert "or right".
12. Clause 13, line 22, after "interest" insert "or right".
13. Clause 13, page 7, line 3, omit ''becomes'' and insert
"is deemed to be".

They are for the same purpose I described in
commenting on the other amendments.
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Amendments agreed to; amended clause agreed to;
clauses 14 to 16 agreed to.
The ACTING CHAIRMAN (Mr A. F.
Plowman) - Order! The question is:
That I report the bill to the house with amendments.
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SENTENCING AND OTHER ACTS
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 24 April; motion of
Mr5 WADE (Attorney-General); and Mr HULLS's
amendment:

Committee divided on question:

Ayes, 43
Andrighetto, Mr

Maclellan, Mr

Ashley, Mr
Burke, Ms
Clark, Mr
Colernan, Mr
Dean, Dr
Dixon, Mr (Teller)

Maughan,Mr
Napthine, Or
Paterson, Mr
Perrin, Mr
Perton, Mr
Pescott, Mr

Doyle,Mr
Elder. Mr
Elliott, Mrs
Finn,Mr

Peulich,Mrs
Phillips, Mr
Richardson, Mr
Rowe, Mr (Teller)

Henderson, Mrs

Savage, Mr
Shardey, Mrs
Smith, Mr LW.

Jasper, Mr
Jenkins, Mr
John, Mr
Kilgour, Mr
Lean, Mr
Lupton,Mr
McArthur, Mr
McCall,Ms
McGrath, Mr WD.
McLellan,Mr

Spry, Mr
SteggalL Mr
Stockdale, Mr
Tehan,Mrs
Treasure, Mr
Wade,Mrs
Wells,Mr

Noes, 24
Andrianopoulos, Mr
Baker, Mr
Batchelor, Mr
Bracks, Mr
Brumby,Mr
Cameron,Mr

Hamilton, Mr
Hulls, Mr
Kosky, Ms (Teller)
Langdon,Mr
Leighton, Mr
Lim,Mr

Campbell,Ms
Carli, Mr

Loney, Mr
Maddigan, Mrs
Micallef, Mr

Cunningham, Mr
Davies, Ms
Garbutt, Ms

Mildenhall, Mr
Pandazopoulos, Mr
Wilson, Mrs

Gillett, Ms (Teller)

Question agreed to.
Reported to house with amendments.

Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.

That all words after 'That' be omitted with the view of
inserting in place thereof the words 'this house(a) refuses to read this bill as second time until the
spirit of the recommendations of Professor David
Penington in relation to drug law reform are
incorporated in the legislation; and (b) is of the opinion
that the amendments proposed in relation to the
Sentencing Act 1991, particularly as they relate to a
combined custody and treatment order, should be dealt
with in a separate bill'.

Mr ANDRIGHETTO (Narracan) - I am pleased
to contribute to the debate on the bill, which started
its life in the policies enunciated by the government
before the last election. The bill is about creating a
safe Victoria. It relates to community concern for the
safety of people in their homes and on the street and
to the feeling that the protection the more vulnerable
members of the community once had, including the
elderly and the young, has been eroded. It is
absolutely essential that there is public confidence in
the legal system. The bill goes a long way to
addressing those concerns.
The government promised the people of Victoria
that the needs of victims would be considered.
Interestingly, in the several hours that the
honourable member for Niddrie was on his feet he
mentioned contributions from various sources but
not once did he mention the contribution to this
review by organisations such as the Victims of
Crime Assistance League. The honourable member
spoke long and hard about the rights of the
perpetrators of crime yet when it came to the rights
and protection of victims affected by crime he was
silent.
I remind the house that for every perpetrator of a
crime there is at least one victim. Generally, sexual
offences and serious assaults against children
involve more victims because of the series of crimes
committed. The government also promised the
people of Victoria that it would provide better access
to justice and to review penalties to meet the
expectations of the community.
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The world is in constant change - it does not stand
still. Parliament should be prepared to meet those
constant changes. Any Parliament that does not
reflect community expectations in its legislation will
only exist a short time. Parliament exists to reflect
the needs of the community and to put those needs
in its statute book as required.
The government also promised tougher penalties for
those who prey on the vulnerable in the community,
such as the elderly and children. This review goes a
long way to meeting that promise. The government
is also committed to a social and legislative program
of education, treatment and rehabilitation. Nothing
could be more significant in the life of this
Parliament than the introduction of the Turning the
Tide strategy implemented as a result of the
Penington inquiry and subsequent report. That
strategy has been implemented in schools, the
workplace, prisons and the community at large via
the handout circulated to every householder in
Victoria and which was favourably commented
upon in the house.
The government has kept its promise to the people
of Victoria and has commenced a comprehensive
review. In the second-reading speech the
Attorney-General said that both the public at large
and the legal community were consulted in a
year-long review, not in something that was done
overnight or in haste. The community was consulted
about the reforms needed to restore public
confidence in the sentencing system. The review
progressed in three distinct ways.
Firstly, by the Herald Sun survey and information
paper published on 1 August 1996 which reflected
the views of about 40 000 respondents - an
overwhelming number, certainly far greater than the
Attorney-General and the government expected, but
shows the community's interest in important
matters such as sentencing and the protection of the
community.
The house should bear in mind that, although there
were almost 40 000 respondents, many people
responded in collaboration with their families. On
behalf of a family sitting around a table sharing their
views, one person responded with a tick in the box
but did so representing the views of quite a number
of individuals. So, although the figure of 40 000 was
the actual number of respondents, at a rough guess
far more than 40 000 would have responded. It is
astounding that people took the time to join in this
review but such a result shows its importance.
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Secondly, apart from the survey of the general
community, the Victorian Community Council
Against Violence held public meetings and targeted
focus groups to examine the sentencing issue.
Thirdly, a Crown Prosecutor interviewed more than
100 judges, magistrates and other key stakeholders
in the criminal justice system to identify problems.
That review spread right through the community in
those three distinct areas so that all the stakeholders
in the sentencing legislation would be consulted.
The bill amends section 10 of the principal act to
maintain a policy of the government of full truth in
sentencing so that the legislation reflects the options
available to the courts. Section 10 is a creature of the
previous Labor government. I suggest that went a
long way from what previously existed in the
revolving-door legislation. In one case the police
actually transported a convicted felon from the
Magistrates Court at Moe by divisional van to
Pentridge Prison. From memory, he was sentenced
to 12 months imprisonment and, by the time the
divisional van had returned to Moe, that person who
had been convicted and sentenced to 12 months
imprisonment beat the divisional van back to Moe.
That was the situation before section 10 was
introduced and before the previous Labor
government made some attempts to address the
critical situation that existed.
As a result of the bill, for the first time the maximum
penalty can be imposed instead of the one-third
reduction which had to be taken into account by the
sentencing magistrate or judge at the time. So what
you see now is what you get, with no hidden clauses.
The measure will increase penalties in some sections
and I will not address all of those. However, I refer
to the section dealing with the increased penalty
from 20 to 25 years for the sexual penetration of a
child under 10 years. That at least has been brought
up to the level of 25 years for statutory rape. I
emphasise that that is the maximum. There is a
considerable degree of discretion, and the bill does
not interfere with the discretion of the judiciary
relating to minimum terms of sentences. But it
certainly drives home the fact that the community
expects tough sentences for the worst cases in this
category of crime, and so it should because offences
of this nature against children are abhorrent to
anyone associated with them. I am sure the
community supports the introduction of this bill.
Similarly, other serious offences involving children
will now attract effective maximum tenns of

SENTENCING AND OTHER ACTS (AM ENDM ENT) BILL

Friday, 23 May 1997

ASSEMBLY

25 years. Sexual crimes against children are the most
repulsive of all crimes. I refer to the second-reading
speech, in which the Attorney-General refers to
sexual offences committed against children:
The government believes that sexual crimes against
children are extremely serious and when they occur
have the potential to ruin young lives. This view has
been repeatedly expressed by members of the public,
victims' groups and other specialist bodies, and is now
being acted upon.
In addition, offences against the Prostitution Control
Act have been reviewed and maximum penalties have

been increased where those offences relate to children.
For example, involving children in prostitution.
I turn to the part of the bill that deals with home
invasion. In the past that has been neglected because
the offence of aggravated burglary has applied only
to the situation in which the burglar had explosives
or a weapon with him at the time or entered the
premises with the intention of seriously assaulting
someone or with the intention of causing serious
criminal damage.
The bill amends the legislation so that it takes into
account the situation in which a burglar is reckless
about whether somebody is inside or knows
somebody is inside and continues to commit crime.
That is in line with basic principles that go back to
the case of Semayne in 1604, which established that a
man's house is his castle and should be afforded the
protection of the law.
A person who burglarises a house while somebody
is inside will be open to the full effect of the law. The
maximum sentence has been increased to 25 years,
and the higher penalty recognises that a burglary is
particularly heinous when the safety and liberty of
an individual is threatened, as the Attorney-General
said in her speech.
Changes have been made to the definitions of
trafficable drugs and commercial quantities of
drugs, and the penalties for trafficking in those
quantities have been increased. The bill streamlines
the evidentiary provisions for determining what is a
trafficable or commercial quantity of drugs. Those
involved in the area of the law that deals with drugs
will tell you that obtaining a conviction against
someone for trafficking in drugs is one of the most
difficult convictions to obtain.
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The honourable member for Niddrie expressed
concern that one trafficker may be treated more
harshly than another. That is an incredible statement
to make when the purpose of the bill is to treat all
traffickers as traffickers - that is, as people who
destroy young people by feeding them drugs and as
a scourge on the community. To say that one
trafficker deserves to be treated more leniently than
another simply because at the time he or she was
found in possession of a slightly less amount of a
drug is nonsensical.
The maximum penalties in the bill are for the worst
examples of such offences. As I said, minimum
penalties have not been interfered with. Also, the bill
does not alter the jurisdiction of the Magistrates
Court to hear certain indictable offences. Although
individual crimes may attract higher penalties, it is
not intended to disqualify them from being heard
summarily.
I return to the exercise of discretion by the
magistracy and the judiciary. I have great confidence
in the magistracy. Although I do not personally
know all 94 magistrates, I know a number of them. I
pay tribute to the magistrates, some of whom I have
spent much time working with. One is Lance
Pilgrim, who is now the chairman of the
Guardianship Board and with whom I spent a total
of about five years in a courtroom. He would be one
of the fairest members of the magistracy I have come
across. He was also a man of considerable
compassion, when that was required. It is always
indicative of a magistrate's ability to read the play if
there are no appeals against his judgments by either
the prosecution or the defence. Lance Pilgrim was
one of those magistrates who had the ability to run a
court and administer fair dispositions.
John Dugdale is still at Moe. He is a man with
considerable knowledge of the law. John Dugdale
can show a high level of compassion, but when the
situation calls it for it he is able to administer the
penalties that the community requires. Following
the resignation of Lance Pilgrim, Edwin Batt was
appointed to the Moe region, and from all accounts
he is doing an exceptional job. I wish one day to
emulate the feats of Edwin Batt, who recently took
long service leave, renewed his owner-trainer's
licence and trained an old crock to win a race at
handsome odds!
Suspended sentences are an area of grave concern. It
is pleasing to note that the bill addresses that matter
very well. In the past, suspended sentences have
been treated as first, second and third chances. In
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many cases, a person who has breached his
suspended sentence by committing another offence
has been returned to court and again released on a
suspended sentence. As some magistrates have said
to me, a person can be given a suspended sentence
for a very serious offence. Because we are discussing
sentences that are almost at the top of the sentencing
hierarchy, we are discussing very serious offences.
However, a person could breach a suspended
sentence by committing a minor offence, which
could leave the magistrate or judge in the situation
where the punishment might not fit the crime - but
the bill allows for that. Although the bill says that if
a suspended sentence is breached the remaining
term must be served, it provides for an exceptional
circumstances test.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! This may be
an appropriate time to break for lunch, or, to use the
phrase of the honourable member for N arracan, to
put on the nosebag.
Debate interrupted in accordance with sessional
orders.
Sitting suspended 1.00 p.m. until 2.04 p.m.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Minister for Conservation and Land
Management
Mr THWAITES (Albert Park) - I ask for an
explanation from the Minister for Conservation and
Land Management, who has been dodging questions
fordays-Mr Elder interjected.
Mr THWAITES - I think the honourable
member for Ripon protesteth too much. I refer the
Minister for Conservation and Land Management to
the fact that four ministerial briefing notes relating
to private ambulance contracts were attached to the
missing memo of 19 February 1996 which the
Metropolitan Ambulance Service advised should be
released to the opposition on 4 March 1996; but these
were covered up, they were not disclosed and they
were not handed to me on 4 March. Given her
complete failure to give this house a proper
explanation of her conduct in relation to the illegal
covering up of FoI documents, will she now admit
that the public can have no confidence that she is not
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continuing to illegally cover up FoI documents in
her current portfolio?
The SPEAKER - Order! Questions of this type,
where the preamble has little to do with the final
question, have become a feature of this week's
questions. I do not think it is a good way to ask
questions. Members should ask questions of the
minister in relation to her current responsibilities.
The last few words of the question were related to
the minister's current responsibilities. However, if
questions continue to have these preambles I will
simply rule out the first part and allow only that
part which refers to the minister's current
responsibilities.
Mr THWAITES - On a point of order,
Mr Speaker, the basis - The SPEAKER - Order! Is the honourable
member raising a point of order?
Mr THWAITES - I am raising a point of order,
Sir. The point of order is that the basis of the
preamble to the question is that if the minister was
covering up documents before, she is still doing it
now.
The SPEAKER - Order! If the honourable
member referred in very brief terms to the initial
part and then put his question I would accept it, but
a long preamble is not acceptable.
MI5 TEHAN (Minister for Conservation and
Land Management) - I have told this house for the
last three days, and I will repeat it again today: the
answer I gave in this house on 13 May to a question
asked by the honourable member for Albert Park is
as applicable now as it was then.
Mr Thwaites - On a point of order, Mr Speaker,
my question had nothing to do with the misleading
statement the minister made the other day; it was all
about FOI applications and whether she continues to
illegally cover up documents. It is a different
question.
The SPEAKER - Order! The minister may
answer the question in the way she sees fit, provided
it relates to the question. She has finished her answer.

Electricity industry: privatisation
Mr THOMPSON (Sandringham) - Will the
Treasurer advise the house of the impact of the New
South Wales government's plan to privatise its
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electricity on the operation of the national electricity
market? This is a very important question.

owner of the major electricity utilities in New South
Wales.

Mr sTOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I thank the
honourable member for his question, which is
obviously important to Australia as well as to
Victoria. It is clear that the sort of clistortionary
pricing that is going on in New South Wales at
present in the electricity industry simply could not
happen were the industry to be privately owned as
it is here in Victoria.

Now that Albania no longer practices socialism, the
Victorian ALP is alone in the democratic world in
arguing against Treasurer Egan when he said:

Mr Hamilton - Who pays the bills here? We do!
Mr sTOCKDALE - Up until yesterday there
was a risk in Australia of the development of a
competitive electricity market capitalising on our
ability as a nation to produce low-cost energy - Mr Hamilton interjected.
Mr STOCK DALE - I can understand that you
are having a bad day; you have had the ground cut
from under you. Up until yesterday that threat
continued to exist.
The very courageous announcement by Treasurer
Egan about the action of the New South Wales
government heralds the end of that threat to the
development of the national electricity market. It is
only appropriate for me to congratulate Treasurer
Egan on a far-sighted position. Indeed, in a house
where we are constantly beset with arguments from
the Labor Party, it is interesting to hear what
Treasurer Egan said about this issue and the
importance of the development of a national market.
Striking a very strong contrast with the Victorian
Labor Party he said:
We are a modem, social democratic Labor Party
governing a mature, mixed economy at the end of the
20th century.
Our position must be detennined in this context.

He decided that he should privatise his electricity
industry. The argument has been mounted by the
Labor Party in this state that Victoria would be
better off if it did not have competing entities, if it
just had one provider of electricity. Treasurer Egan
said:
There is no sustainable argument that the government,
the taxpayers, the environment, consumers and the
economy would be worse off if we had more than one

Continued public ownership of utilities is pointless if it
provides no continuing social or economic benefits and
if the public investment tied up in it can be invested
elsewhere to achieve better results for the community.

Victoria is demonstrating that he is absolutely right.
I must confess that I have just one regret after
reading this paper; I concede that Treasurer Egan
has more eloquently expressed the argument for
privatisation of Victoria's electricity industry than I
think this government has managed to do so far.

Government members interjecting.
Mr sTOCKDALE - My colleagues disagree
with me, and who am I to quibble? I can say,
however, that Victorians and the Victorian Labor
Party will certainly have the benefit of Treasurer
Egan's comments to aid them in their understanding
of the issue. He is moving to a 20th century stage in
New South Wales, and I am sure he will provide a
very good platform for the next Liberal government
in New South Wales, together with their National
Party colleagues, to build on the bold initiatives he
announced last night. Treasurer Egan represents the
sort of New Labour Britain has just endorsed. He
stands in sharp contrast to the 19th century
troglodyte socialists of the Victorian Labor Party.

Minister for Youth and Community
Services
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
refer the Minister for Youth and Community
Services to his answer to a question in this house
yesterday and to the fact that he said last night and
again this morning that ambulances were not part of
his responsibility as the former parliamentary
secretary to the Minister for Health. Is it not a fact
that the former parliamentary secretary circulated a
nine-page memorandum on the Metropolitan
Ambulance Service to all coalition MPs in May 1994,
and that that proves that this minister has been
caught out yet again covering up for the Intergraph
scandal?
Dr NAPTHINE (Minister for Youth and
Community Services) - What I said is that the
direct responsibility for ambulances was not my
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responsibility when I was Parliamentary Secretary to
the Minister for Health. The question also provides
me with the opportunity to advise the house that I
had no knowledge or memory of ever having seen
the memo that has been referred to nor of the
contents of that memo being discussed with me.
The information to coalition MPs about the
performance of the ambulance service which was
referred to by the Leader of the Opposition was
associated with the information I regularly provided
to members of the coalition so they could keep their
constituents informed about the continuing
improvement of health service delivery in this state
under the previous minister. Improvements through
the case-mix system enabled the treatment of more
public patients. Improvements to the ambulance
service resulted in reduced response times, an
additional 12 ambulance stations and more vehicles
on the road. That was the basis of the information
that it was my role to communicate to the
backbenchers via the document referred to by the
Leader of the Opposition.
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government, business, environmental groups, the
media, pastoralists, sport and many other areas.
During the convention the previous six years' work
of the Council for Aboriginal Reconciliation will be
put to the Australian community. I ask that the
community takes this opportunity to contribute to
the goal of 2001 and recognises that reconciliation is
an important part of our future.
The Victorian government takes much pride - I am
sure the Leader of the Opposition would like to join
with me in this - in celebrating this event with the
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal communities. The
Premier will address the convention on the opening
day. I am delighted to have the opportunity to host a
very large welcome reception for delegates in
Queen's Hall on Sunday. Please be assured,
Mr Speaker, that the people attending this very
important convention will be received very warmly
in Melbourne and I wish them well in their
deliberations over the next few days.

Minister for Conservation and Land
Management

Aboriginal Reconciliation Convention
Mr ANDRIGHEITO (Narracan) - Will the
Minister responsible for Aboriginal Affairs inform
the house of details of the Aboriginal Reconciliation
Convention to be held in Melbourne next week?
MI5 HENDERSON (Minister responsible for
Aboriginal Affairs) - I am delighted that the
Australian Reconciliation Convention is to be held in
Melbourne next week. Well over 1000 delegates will
be travelling from all over the country to Melbourne
to take part in this very important convention. Over
a number of days the delegates will have the
opportunity to discuss the spirit of cooperation and
reconciliation which has furthered many
relationships between the non-Aboriginal and the
Aboriginal communities, particularly in Victoria.

The convention will also commemorate the
30th anniversary of the referendum. As members of
this house would be aware, in 1967, 90 per cent of
Australians voted at the referendum to enable the
commonwealth government to include Aboriginal
people in the census. The referendum also gave the
commonwealth at that time the power to legislate on
issues that related to Aboriginal people right across
all states and territories.
The reconciliation convention will have participants
from both the non-indigenous and indigenous
communities. It will include representatives from

Mr THWAITES (Albert Park) - I refer the
Premier to the answer from the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management on 13 May
1997 when she said, 'No information was available'
to her about the Intergraph contract scandal, and her
current claim that she did not 'see' the memo or read
the memo, and I ask: is it not the fact that the
minister was briefed on the contents of the
ministerial briefing note dated 19 February?
Mr KENNETI (Premier) - If this is the great
knockout we have all been waiting for, then it is a bit
of a fizzer. The minister has said on a number of
occasions that, firstly, she did not see the memo and,
secondly, she was not briefed. We have no proof,
except from the log details, that the memo was sent
by fax. We accept that it arrived. We have no proof
that it arrived at the other end, but we accept it has.
We are not even arguing the point. It does not mean
that the minister saw it and it does not mean, as the '
Leader of the Opposition alleged yesterday, that one
of the minister's staff briefed her. The Leader of the
OppOSition was absolutely wrong in his information,
as he normally is.
Mr Brumby - How do you know that?
Mr KENNETI - As I indicated to you yesterday,
that was the case, on the advice that I have been
given. If you were not listening, then so be it. I can
understand the frustration of the opposition. It has
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come in here over the past four days, it has a bit of
information, it can see something about a memo or a
bit of advice not going through, and it has been
saying to us all week, 'This minister will go by the
end of the week'. Let me say this: not only will this
minister stay, but every minister will stay and this
government will stay. Although it is a bit
presumptuous of me to say it, I suspect that the
people of Victoria will say at the next election that
this government will stay to administer their affairs.
You could not find a better demonstration of good
government than the lead this state has shown on
electricity sales.
New South Wales has a Labor government that is
actually prepared to govern. Victoria has an
opposition that this week has not raised one issue of
policy, has no policy, and offers no inspiration at all
to the people of this state. I can only say to the
Leader and the Deputy Leader of the Labor Party: if
you believe that on the basis of your slurs and
innuendos this week you have shaken this
government in any way, I can tell you that that is not
the case.
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part of the Premier's interest, but they are not part of
his responsibility.
Mr KENNEIT - Sorry, Mr Speaker. Members of
the government have been waiting for those on the
other side of the house to actually prove any of the
claims they have made this week. You have not
done so; you have absolutely failed, you have
maligned-The SPEAKER - Order! Through the Chair!
Mr KENNEIT - The opposition has maligned
an individual and a minister as part of the normal
process of politics. We accept this, but while you
continue to bitch and moan - The SPEAKER - Order! The Premier must
address his remarks through the Chair; I do not
think I am bitching and moaning.
Mr KENNETI - I know you do not bitch and
mOan-The SPEAKER - Order! I might start.

Mr Bracks interjected.
Mr KENNETI - We have a backbench - -

Mr KENNEIT - We will continue to govern in
the short, medium and long-term interests of the
people of this state.

Honourable members interjecting.

Sunraysia: agriculture initiatives
Mr KENNETI - We have a backbench; we have
a very good backbench and we actually work with
all of them. We do not have a frontbench that is
working to get rid of half of those on the middle
bench and the back bench week after - Mr Batchelor interjected.
Mr KENNETI - You tell us about your party
meetings, Peter. You were the one who said you
were so disappointed with the performance of your
party this week - The SPEAKER - Order! The Premier should
address his remarks through the Chair.
Mr KENNETI - The honourable member for
Thomastown was the one quoted as saying he was
upset with the performance of his party this week
when it could not even focus on the issues of the day.
The SPEAKER - Order! Remarks of the
honourable member for Thomastown about his own
party are not relevant to the question. They may be

Mr STEGGALL (Swan Hill) - My question is to
the Minister for Agriculture and Resources.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! About 10 days ago the
honourable member for Yan Yean told me he would
not be here for the latter part of this session. I am
surprised to see him here. If he is making the noise, I
ask him to cease interjecting.
Mr STEGGALL - Will the Minister for
Agriculture and Resources advise the house of his
visit this morning to Mildura where he signed a
memorandum of understanding with the
commonwealth and New South Wales governments
with regard to the agricultural productivity of the
Sunraysia?
Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Agriculture and
Resources) - I say at the outset that the direction
the government is taking to lift agricultural
productivity in Victoria is one of the major economic
planks it announced when it came to office.
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Members of this house would be aware that we set
ourselves a target to triple the value of rural
Victorian exports from $2 billion to $6 billion - and
we are certainly well on track to achieving that
target. Part of that has been due to our working with
farmer organisations and groups in regional areas to
identify where there are opportunities to lift
productivity.

local level and bring their community along with
them. We are delighted to be working with them
and to share in this financial partnership.

The Sunraysia area is certainly one of the areas with
the greatest potential for economic growth and new
opportunities for horticulture, viticulture and
intensive agriculture - and we want to ensure that
is captured. The honourable member for Swan Hill
has been very much involved in driving new
investment in the area, and his work through Food
Victoria should be commended by all members in
this house. I should have thought that such an
important economic plank of the government's
policy would at least deserve the attention of the
opposition.

Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - She is
just a carcass swinging -leave her there.

To show the government's bona fides in this area,
this morning I went to Mildura to formally sign an
agreement between Victoria, New South Wales and
the commonwealth. This government has committed
$2.5 million to this scheme, the commonwealth will
put $7 million into the project and the New South
Wales government will put in $700 000. The plan
will involve assisting farmers in the area to develop
business plans and will provide subsidies;
redevelopment grants; training assistance; interest
subsidies, particularly to assist funding of new
property expansions; various agreements to bring
syndicates together to give them expertise in that
area; re-establishment grants; and re-establishment
training programs. It will also bring together the
Sunraysia land information system the Department
of Natural Resources and Environment has put
together in conjunction with Sunrise 21. We believe
this will substantially increase agricultural
productivity; reduce water usage to enable larger
areas to be expanded into viticulture, horticulture
and orchard production; reduce production costs;
and reduce the impact of irrigation on the ecosystem
and the surrounding Murray area.
It is important that all jurisdictions in the Sunraysia
work together. This is potentially one of the most
bountiful areas of Australia. Currently the Sunraysia
area produces about 40 per cent of Australia's - not
just Victoria's - grape production and has the
potential to expand even further. People such as
Mr Henry Tankard, who chairs Sunrise 21, have
shown what can be done when people of vision,
enthusiasm and energy, drive such a program at a

Minister for Conservation and Land
Management
Honourable members interjecting.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! I ask the government
benches to come to order.
Mr BRUMBY - I refer the Premier to the fact
that four other ministerial briefing notes relating to
private ambulance contracts were attached to the
ministerial briefing note of 19 February 1996, and the
fact that the Metropolitan Ambulance Service
advised that those four briefing notes should be
released to the opposition on 4 March.
Is it a fact that the former Minister for Health, now
the Minister for Conservation and Land
Management, asked her chief of staff, John Kerr, to
contact the Metropolitan Ambulance Service and
instruct it not to release the documents or to disclose
their existence - acts which are, of course, illegal.
Mr KENNETT (Premier) - I cannot believe this;
I just cannot believe it.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! I ask the Premier to take
his seat. It is a serious question and I would like to
hear the answer, just as much as the Leader of the
Opposition.
Mr KENNETT - The question asked me to
comment on something that was meant to have
happened in another minister's portfolio. I cannot
answer the question because I have not thought to
ask that question of the Minister for Conservation
and Land Management.
Yesterday in this chamber the Leader of the
Opposition, in his increasing desperation, made
allegations about John Kerr and the so-called
briefing by John Kerr of the minister. That was
flagrantly wrong. As I said yesterday, I have been
advised that John Kerr did not brief the minister.
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Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! If opposition members
do not cease interjecting I shall call the next
question. If they are serious about wanting to hear
the answer they should be quiet.
Mr KENNETI - The Leader of the Opposition
has again made an allegation involving John Kerr. I
will lay you London to a brick it is as accurate as the
allegation he made yesterday. Unforrunately, the
Leader of the Opposition has failed this week, last
week and the week before to provide substantiation
for his claims, let alone documentation. Importantly,
the Leader of the Opposition has failed to give
leadership, because if he is trying to raise the hopes
of his troops - Mr Brumby - On a point of order concerning
relevance, Mr Speaker, I ask you to direct the
Premier to answer the question. Will the Premier
inform the house who told him that the fax was in
the office?

The SPEAKER - Order! Supplementary
questions by way of points of order are out of order.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! Does the opposition
want to hear the ruling? I uphold the point of order.
I ask the Premier to come back to the question.
Mr KENNETI - I was very much on the
question. I was referring to other issues associated
with the fax. The Leader of the Opposition made an
allegation that I cannot answer because I do not have
the information on me. I referred to the issues raised
by the Leader of the Opposition yesterday when he
made allegations about John Kerr that were
absolutely wrong. It is easy to make unsubstantiated
allegations in this place.
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SENTENCING AND OTHER ACTS
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed.
Mr ANDRIGHETIO (Narracan) - Before the
suspension of the sitting I was referring to the
suspended sentences provisions and intensive
correction orders which, if breached, will mean
tougher penalties.
I refer to the changes to the Bail Act, a short act
which starts with the words, A person taken into
custody shall be granted bail'. The next six pages of
the act describe situations where bail shall not be
given. The bill addresses the problem that has
occurred in the past where people on bail have
committed further offences, and as a result of
committing those further offences are brought back
before the court, and if found guilty are given
concurrent sentences.
I

The effect of the process I have described is that the
offences committed while on bail do not add to the
sentence ultimately passed by the court. It is
considered to be a do-nothing provision because
offences committed while on bail are not duly
punished. The bill addresses the problem and orders
that a court consider cumulative sentencing in that
situation.
I refer also to the issues raised by the honourable
member for Niddrie regarding proposed new
section 18Q, which deals with combining custody
and treatment orders. The new section has the effect
of replacing section 28 of the principal act, which is
repealed. Section 28 was used by the courts as a
means of addressing problems associated with drug
abuse. Invariably what would occur was that
counsel representing a defendant would use the
provision as an alternative to a custodial sentence.

Mr Brumby - Who told you?
Mr KENNETI - The Leader of the Opposition
has failed to do what he set out to do this week - to
prove that the Minister for Conservation and Land
Management had seen the memorandum of
19 February or been briefed on it. As I said earlier
this week and last week, it is up to the opposition to
prove its case. I accept the minister's word that she
did not see it or was briefed on it. I suspect the vast
majority of the public accept that as well. The Leader
of the Opposition and the Australian Labor Party
have failed to follow through on their claims.

The system provided for it and it was used to that
extent. The comment of the honourable member for
Niddrie about the need for lawyers to tell their
clients not to mention their use of drugs because it
would result in a mandatory sentence of six months
imprisonment is absolute nonsense.
According to the hierarchy of sentences under
section 7 of the principal act, a lot of water has
passed under the bridge before a custodial sentence
is reached.
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Proposed new section 18Q states:
(1)

If a person is convicted by a court of an offence and
the court-

(a) is satisfied that drunkenness or drug addiction
contributed to the commission of the offence;
and
(b) is considering sentencing him or her to a tenn of

imprisonment of not more than 12 months ...

And it goes on.
Before the court considers sentencing an offender to
12 months imprisonment, all of the sentencing
options under the hierarchy of sentencing will have
been considered on a previous occasion and,
therefore, by the time the court is considering a
sentence of 12 months imprisonment, one can rest
assured that it is not the first time the offender has
appeared before the court.
The discretion of the court has not changed in
relation to the hierarchy of sentencing. The dear
intent of the bill is for members of the community to
have a voice so that there is consultation with the
Attorney-General about what they believe the
system should provide. That voice is dear: they
expect tough sentences from the judiciary. That is
essential to give the community confidence in the
system and one of which they can be proud. I
congratulate the Attorney-General for introducing a
bill that will address many problems which have
been the bane of both prosecution and defence
counsel. I commend the bill to the house and oppose
the reasoned amendment.
Mr SA VAGE (Mildura) - I support the
Sentencing and Other Acts (Amendment) Bill
because it provides for victims of crime. I
congratulate the government for the progressive
way in which it has addressed crime and
punishment legislation during its two terms in office.
I commend the survey that was conducted in the
Herald Sun. It is rare these days to see any form of
consultation with the community on any level. One
of the great failings of our system is where
governments are elected and we get a mixed bag
result. It is appropriate on important issues such as
this that all forms of consultation take place. People
want to be asked for their opinions and
observations. Some 40 000 responses to the survey is
a dear indication of that.
The other move that was appropriate was the
Community Council Against Violence hearings,
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especially regional hearings. I was pleased to make a
contribution to that process when the council visited
Mildura. The amendments to suspended sentences
in section 10 of the act are a welcome move.
Members of the community view suspended
sentences with some cynicism because they think it
is a cop-out.
My only criticism of the bill is that there are no
minimum sentences, but I presume that is a minority
view. Many victims of crime are sentenced for life in
terms of their suffering, whereas criminals get over
their sentencing problems because sentences are
often of a short duration.
Some members of the judiciary are out of step with
community values and the impact that crime has on
families and victims. It is ironic that the previous
speaker, the honourable member for Narracan, and I
have had some former experience in dose contact
with victims of crime.
I turn to some of the defects of the system that have
occurred in the past. One of the most graphic
examples that I have come across in my life was in
1982 when a gentleman, Keith Matchem, a panel
beater from Dandenong, who had a wife and two
children, was involved in a dispute over rent with a
business partner. A relative of the business partner,
an 18-year-old, turned up at the business premises
and said to Mr Matchem, 'So you want to be a smart
so-and-so', and then shot him from a distance of 8
feet in front of the four co-offenders. The perpetrator
was charged with murder. The Director of Public
Prosecutions at the time, Mr Phillips, was
considering changing the murder charge to
manslaughter. In consultation with the family, it was
not agreed and the murder charge remained.
Mr Phillips was elevated to the Supreme Court and
Mr Coldrey took over and, without consultation
with the family, accepted a plea of manslaughter. As
a consequence the offender served effectively
16 months for the cold-blooded brutal murder of
that person.
Since his release he has been charged with
attempted murder after he ran over a transvestite
and received seven years imprisonment. While in
gaol he fathered two children. Since his release he
has been charged with stealing cars and kidnapping
and has received a suspended sentence.
The family of the original victim received $30 000$10 000 each for the wife and two children - from
the Crimes Compensation Tribunal. The wife has
been forced to sell her home and the children have
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not had a father since 1982. It has disrupted and
made the family dysfunctional as a consequence.
The wife now lives on a pension. When one
considers that the original charge should have been
retained as murder, maybe some of those post
events would never have happened.
An article in the Age of 1 November 1996 headed
'Judge blasts animals but they go free' reports:
A County Court judge last week said he anticipated
some criticism when he failed to gaol two men who
had behaved like animals when they invaded the home
of an elderly couple.
Judge Roland Williams said the way Robert Antonio
Pasqua and Clive Anthony Bradley had treated their
victims 'is to my way of thinking such as to disentitle
them to be treated as human beings' ...
The men, who invaded the home of an 81-year-old man
and his 78-year-old wife, handcuffed them and stole
their pension money, had behaved like animals, he
said ...
Both men were sentenced to a total of 18 months' gaol,
the tenns wholly suspended for two years. They were
also ordered to pay compensation of $4300 to their
victims.

I very much doubt that it was paid. It is a totally
inadequate response to the invasion on two elderly
people living in their home.
An article in the Herald Sun of 14 November 1996
headed 'Scribbled note led to killer' reports:
Father of four Robert Foots, 43, was shot dead by a man
caught stealing fence posts from his Talgamo property
near Wodonga in August last year.

The offender was gaoled for seven years and three
months after being convicted of manslaughter. The
offender will be eligible for parole in 2001. That is
hardly a significant penalty for taking the life of a
human being and depriving the family of a husband.
That family has had to rearrange its lifestyle.
Max Trotter was released into the community from
Aradale at the age of 50 after being institutionalised
for 27 years. The staff protested strongly as they
believed he was a danger to the community,
particularly children. Even members of his own
family are believed to have tried to stop him being
released. He was a known child molester and sexual
deviant who had assaulted several teenage boys in
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Ararat, raped a student nurse and was seen sexually
maltreating a dog.
Despite a condition of his release being that he live
under the supervision of a relative in Horsham, he
ended up living in a caravan at Kyalite. A few
months later he was asked by the Fulton family to
work on their property in return for bed and board.
Two months later he raped, bashed and drowned
their two-year-old son in a river on the property. He
was given a life sentence by the Supreme Court of
New South Wales for the murder and the maximum
25-year sentence for homosexual intercourse with a
child under 10 years of age. Fortunately, he died of
cancer in prison some three years ago. The
unfortunate fact is that he should never have been
released into the community. I can only imagine the
feelings of the parents of that child.
In October 1991 it was reported that a purse snatcher
won his appeal. The 20-year-old man had snatched
handbags from two elderly women in Mildura car
parks. He was initially given a six-month gaol term
but appealed and received a three-month term that
was suspended for 12 months. I have some
knowledge of what it is like for elderly people who
are offended against in such a way. Often they suffer
from acute paranoia and sometimes they are
frightened to leave their houses. For the rest of their
lives they look over their shoulders. A three-month
suspended sentence is most inappropriate for such a
hooligan and encourages behaviour of a like nature.
In October 1991 it was also reported that a drunk
driver had been told by a County Court judge that
he would have to live with brain damage for the rest
of his life following a head-on collision in which a
police inspector was killed. Anthony Richardson, a
24-year-old, had a blood alcohol reading of .163 at
the time of the accident and was found guilty of
culpable driving causing death. The police inspector
suffered horrific injuries and died instantly.
Judge Joseph O'Shea said Richardson, who now had
memory and learning problems, appeared deeply
remorseful. Richardson was given a 12-month
suspended sentence and fined $10 000.

Ronald James Carter of Nichols Point appeared in
Mildura Court charged with recklessly causing
injury and robbery. Carter was charged with vicious
assault. The victim was hospitalised with a broken
jaw. After stripping the victim of clothing and
punching and kicking him, Carter stole credit cards
and personal papers. The defendant said in
explanation, 'I don't know. 1 just went stupid. 1 only
wanted money'. Carter has a long history of
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offences. It is unbelievable that he was given a
12-month community-based order - in other
words, he was required to do 300 hours community
work - and a three-month suspended gaol sentence.
A 16-year-old girl who had taken 15 Rohypnol
tablets hit a mother and her baby while driving a
stolen car along a footpath in a drug-induced stupor
after having an argument with her boyfriend. She
drove on the footpath, between the trees on the
nature strip and the front fences of houses, and
almost rolled the car. After hitting the mother she
drove off at a fast speed and collided with another
car. After crashing into a tree on failing to take a
corner, she punched a police officer in the mouthhe needed six stitches - kicked the rear door of the
divisional van, spat on and headbutted a
policewoman, and kicked a 1-metre hole in the wall
of the Reservoir police station. The magistrate placed
her on a six-month youth supervision order without
a conviction. The magistrate refused a police
application for costs, saying he did not believe the
girl had the money to pay.
The devastated family of a man who was stabbed to
death made a plea for justice after his killer was
gaoled for a minimum of four years. The victim
intervened in a fight between William Corbett, who
was 25 years of age, and Corbett's de facto outside a
hotel. Corbett pulled a knife and stabbed the victim
four times, including through the heart. The court
heard that there were three witnesses and that
Corbett had gone on the run for eight months, yet
the Director of Public Prosecutions accepted that
Corbett had not intended to kill or cause serious
injury. With an automatic one-third remission,
Corbett is expected to spend less than three years in
gaol.
In July 1996 it was reported that Glen Peters, the
husband of a woman stabbed to death in her home,
was shocked to confront his wife's teenage killer in a
supermarket on a weekend. Helena Peters, who was
40 years of age, was stabbed through the neck when
she stepped from the shower in her home in 1993.
Mr Peters believes his wife was stalked by her killer.

The 17-year-old killer was on day release from a
youth training centre and had wmerved a
16-year-old girl who was with Mr Peters when he
followed her through the supermarket. The killer
was at the supermarket with two adults, presumed
to be youth training centre workers. Mr Peters
approached the boy, who 'freaked out' when he
realised who Mr Peters was. The Minister for Youth
and Community Services said the incident was
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unfortunate. The government must try to
rehabilitate young offenders.
A man who supposedly rang a telephone number at
random for sexual gratification denied he knew he
had rung the family of Karmein Chan. Darcy Lees,
who was 30 years of age, pleaded guilty to
knowingly and recklessly using a
telecommunication service in an offensive manner.
He made explicit sexual suggestions to Mrs Chan.
She said he told her, 'I have your girl', and then
hung up. It is interesting that his legal practitioner
said that he had picked the woman at random, yet
said, 'I have your girl'.
Lees received a four-month gaol sentence, which
was suspended for two years, and a $2000 good
behaviour bond. It is disgusting and disgraceful that
this man called Mrs Chan and said, 'I have your
girl', prefacing his comments with sexual
suggestions. He should be in gaol.
A convicted double murderer killed in similar
circumstances three months after being released
from gaol. Rodney Cameron strangled and raped a
woman in the Blue Mountains in 1974 and strangled
a man six days later. He was gaoled in 1974 for the
first murder and on his release in 1983 was
extradited to Victoria and convicted of and gaoled
for the second murder. Sixteen years later and three
months after his release from gaol he pleaded not
guilty to the murder of a woman in the Blue
Mountains, who was killed in the same manner as
his first two victims. The court was told that
Cameron had met the victim through a dating
agency.
In August 1992 a County Court judge was reported
as stating that a drink-driver who had killed a
14-year-old schoolgirl and later lied to police was
not sorry for his actions. Craig Read made up an
alibi after the hit-and-run offence and confessed and
expressed remorse only when he heard the girl had
died. The court heard that two teenage girls were
walking home from a party along the Nepean
Highway when they were hit by Read, who
registered .13 when tested by police using a
breathalyser some 2 hours after the accident. Only
one girl recovered.

A jury found Read guilty of culpable driving and
conduct endangering life. The judge warned Read
that the maximum penalty for culpable driving was
15 years, sentenced him to 3 years and 9 months
gaol, with a minimum of 2 years, and disqualified
him from driving for 5 years.
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I wonder whether the attitude of legal practitioners,
magistrates and judges would be the same if they
had to attend the scenes of some of these horrendous
crimes. Would they take the same attitude if they
had to tell the parents of victims that their loved
ones had died?
Following the Attorney-General's sentencing
innovation a survey produced by the Herald Sun
revealed that 90 per cent of those surveyed believed
that in cases of serious crimes such as rape and
aggravated burglary, where sentences may range
from one to fifteen years, offenders should receive
custodial sentences and should not be given the
cop-out alternatives that cause distress in the
community and give rise to considerable cynicism.
Victims of crime deserve protection. I am not saying
we should throwaway the keys, but people in the
community are fearful and deserve some protection.
The bill goes into ways of achieving that objective.
Victims never choose their fate, but criminals do. I
commend the bill to the house.
Mr CAMERON (Bendigo West) - Mr Acting
Speaker-The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Richardson) Order! A signal from a government member
suggests the Chair has erred in calling the
honourable member for Bendigo West. I point out
that the call goes from side to side according to the
argument. The honourable member for Mildura
supported the bill, but the opposition has moved a
reasoned amendment. Therefore, the call goes to the
honourable member for Bendigo West. I hope that is
clear.
Mr CAMERON - We should also remember
that a government member spoke prior to the
honourable member for Mildura.
Nevertheless, I am pleased to contribute to debate
on the bill. The honourable member for Mildura
referred to a number of cases and to remissions for
somebody sentenced some time ago, and talked
about an automatic one-third time off. The public
does not like to see the artificial interference of the
bureaucracy in sentencing. We have to return to the
starting point and ask where the notion of
remissions came from.
Remissions came about because during the course of
this century governments did not build prisons or
take more prisoners into the system despite an
increase in the Victorian population. Bureaucracies
artificially reduced sentences of prisoners so they
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were released earlier and the state could continue to
operate with the same number of beds.
The Cain government altered that practice and built
new prisons, including the one at Loddon near
Castlemaine and the Tarrengower women's prison
near Maldon. They were positive initiatives.
Mrs Wade interjected.
Mr CAMERON - The Attorney-General said
they didn't go far enough. I take up the interjection
because the Attorney-General would have us
believe, if we look at the spin doctors and the public
relations of the government - MI5 Wade interjected.
Mr CAMERON - I retract that. The
Attorney-General made the point that Pentridge was
just as outmoded as the Castlemaine gaol. The
majority of, if not all Victorians, know about the
positive start that commenced with the building of
the Loddon Prison. That changed as a result of the
Starke report in about 1988 when truth in sentencing
was introduced. When a judge or magistrate
imposed a sentence, the community expected the
person would serve that sentence.
When I started to practise law in 1985 the systems of
notions and bureaucratic interference were
extremely complicated. A client may have got a
sentence and knew full well that he or she would not
serve it. In court I would turn to the client and say,
'That is what you got,' but the client would say,
'What did I really get?'. You would then calculate it
at one-third off or, if a sentence of less than three
months was imposed, the result would be an
additional month off. It was complicated, as the
Attorney-General would be aware. Often people
sentenced for three months served little time in gaol.
Subsequently, as a result of the Starke report,
changes in legislation were introduced so that what
somebody got was what he or she did. That was a
positive initiative. Throughout all those
arrangements, instead of a judge giving somebody,
say, 12 months he would give him or her, say,
8 months to take into account the changes in the
remissions system.
This bill positively picks up and continues with the
truth-in-sentencing notion. In a whole range of
offences it reclassifies them and inserts new
sentences. Later I will deal with some of the issues
involved. The issue we must consider, though, from
the government's perspective is that it tries to give
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the impression it will be substantially tougher. That
is the public relations line. I see the honourable
member for Bentleigh smirking, and I look forward
to her contribution. The government will give the
impression that the gaols will be fuller - not that
they could be any fuller! - and more people will go
to gaol for longer periods. That is the impression the
public is to be given because of the government's
public relations machine and spin doctors.
During a briefing from the Attorney-General's
department about a fortnight ago the honourable
member for Yan Yean asked whether the
government was expecting a rise in the number of
prisoners. The answer was no. After the budget was
presented here the honourable member examined
the budget papers and documents, expecting to see
provision there for an increase for correctional
services. An increase would be expected if more
prisoners were to be taken into the system but, alas,
there was no increase. The government is not
expecting an increase in the number of prisoners,
despite its rhetoric. If the government was for real
about increasing the number of people in prisons
and increasing sentences, there would be a
corresponding increase in the number of prisoners
going into the system, which additional cost would
be reflected in the budget.
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problems in the system through people not being
appropriately rehabilitated.
Mrs Peulich interjected.
Mr CAMERON - The honourable member for
Bentleigh says that is my point of view, but it is the
view of the government and, I imagine, the view of
the majority of people who deal with the system.
Mrs Peulich interjected.
Mr CAMERON - The honourable member for
Bentleigh asks whether the opposition supports the
bill. We support some initiatives, as she would be
aware, but the opposition has moved a reasoned
amendment.
Sentencing involves three major principles:
rehabilitation; retribution or punishment that must
be imposed; and specific and general deterrents. A
specific deterrent applies to a particular person, and
is when the person is sent to gaol so that he or she
will learn not to commit the offence again. A general
deterrent is when people in the community see a
person being sentenced or fined through the legal
process and are deterred from committing a similar
offence. Those are the three pillars in the balancing
act of sentencing.

Mrs Wade interjected.
Mr CAMERON - The Attorney-General will get
her chance. When we look at the expectation of the
number of prisoners, we see it is a cream puff job
despite some of the measures in the bill.
An initiative in the bill is to increase the maximum
penalty for suspended sentences from two to three
years. In other words, previously a prisoner who
was to be sentenced to 2.5 years in prison was not
eligible for a suspended sentence; but the bill means
a prisoner who is to be sentenced to 2.5 years
imprisonment is to be considered for a suspended
sentence. That may reflect the fact that more
prisoners are not going into the system. The public
should understand some of the changes that are
occurring, and that some changes are not what the
public has been led to expect.
No doubt the government appreciates the American
experience that the US is the nation in the Western
World with the highest incarceration rate but also
the highest rate of violent crime. Society must
balance the delicate issues in sentencing. We do not
need go overboard if that will ultimately cause more

Obviously, many considerations apart from the
matters I have referred to are taken into account
when sentencing. Fox and Freiberg's book on
sentencing is one of the leading authorities in
Victoria and Australia. The authors point out that as
a result of an English study by Shapland entitled
Between Correction and Sentencing some 229 factors
have been identified as relevant to sentencing in the
courts.
The issues include the reason for the offence, the
gravity of the offence, the attitude of the offender,
the effect on the victim, the personal circumstances
of the offender, the age of the offender, and the
offender's level of education. Obviously a great
many matters are involved.
The American experience places a greater emphasis
on punishment, and from an examination of the
overall effect it would appear that rehabilitation
suffers as a consequence. The public also suffers, and
America has more victims than any other country in
the Western world.
One of the great issues for Victorians is the detection
of crime. Victorians want people who commit crimes
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to be dealt with. There is nothing worse than seeing
crimes go unsolved or the police being unable to
deal with the criminal activity, with the result that
no-one is made accountable. The government has to
address that by providing appropriate resources to
the police. The government promised to increase the
strength of Victoria Police Force to 11 000 officers,
yet last year police numbers declined by 250. The
government has plans to reduce the numbers even
further, which will not ensure that more offenders
are caught.
The main deterrent to crime is the possibility of the
offenders being caught. People are aware that if
offenders are not caught there is no deterrent. A
one-man police station at Kangaroo Flat in my
electorate which was open during the day was
closed by the government despite its 1992 election
promise that it would stay open - and no doubt
other communities would like police to be readily
available to respond to calls.
Mr5 Peulich interjected.
Mr CAMERON - No, but a police presence,
someone on the spot to quickly respond to issues,
will have a greater deterrent effect on people such as
mischief-makers and vandals.
Mrs Peulich interjected.
Mr CAMERON - The honourable member for
Bentleigh may be interested to know that during
evenings and late at night the police in my area are
tied up in the central Bendigo area and if someone
from Kangaroo Flat rings needing assistance the
police are not able to attend the scene for some time.
Mrs Peulich interjected.
Mr CAMERON - The honourable member for
Bentleigh appears to be thoroughly endorsing my
comment that it is very important to have the police
out on the beat because of the increase in crime.
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the bill, as happened a few years ago in provisions
dealing with sex offenders. Although in many cases
that makes a lot of sense, the reality is that because
members of the judiciary take the seriousness of
offences into account in any event the amendments
may not provide the changes in sentencing that are
envisaged.
Under the sentencing provisions in place during the
1970s and early 1980s it was common for
paedophiles not to be imprisoned. However, as the
result of community awareness about the
outrageous treatment of victims and the
acknowledgment of the enormous harm they suffer
the judiciary has changed its attitude and the way it
deals with paedophiles. There was a time when a
paedophile would possibly receive a five-year good
behaviour bond but such a sentence would not be
contemplated today. We have to keep these things in
perspective.
The bill provides for aggregate sentences. If a series
of offences is committed a judge may decide to give
an aggregate sentence. That is a most sensible
initiative because what often occurred in the past
could be characterised as an artificial exercise.
People were sentenced for individual offences and
the judge or magistrate would decide whether the
sentences should be cumulative, concurrent or
partially concurrent.
The law requires a judge or magistrate to look at the
totality of the offences and the first question he there were not many female judges then and it is
refreshing that that has changed - would ask was,
'How much should I give this punter?'. If the
decision was to give two years overall the judge
would go about an artificial exercise of apportioning
the years or months to each offence as a cumulative,
concurrent or partly concurrent sentence.
It is a sensible initiative to change that practice. A

police officers that under the coalition government
violent crime has doubled. It is the result of the
social tensions that have developed during the past
five years of Liberal-National party government. The
question of crime is increasingly tied up with social
issues.

common problem was that some judges or
magistrates did not sentence in that way. A judge
might sentence an offender to 12 months for the first
offence and convict and discharge him or her on the
other offences. If the defendant was successful in
overturning the first count on appeal all the other
charges stood, which in effect meant that the
offender was convicted and discharged. If the
offender had been sentenced on each count that
would not have occurred.

Clause 6 defines 'serious offender'. There appears to
be a change in attitude and some offences are now
classed as more serious as a result of amendments in

I will comment on the increases and decreases in
maximum penalties. The extent of the changes
remains to be seen. One of the factors to be taken

It is a matter of concern to the community and to
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into account is the statutory maximums, because
they highlight the way the community regards
certain offences. In other words, we treat some forms
of crimes far more seriously than others, and the
changes will put that into practice.
Much has been said in recent times about
white-collar crime. Members of the community
become agitated when those who commit
spectacular frauds, which they do not approve of,
receive sentences which they do not regard as just
punishment. Treating white-collar criminals in the
same way as other criminals must benefit the
community, because it is not fair if one group in
society is treated differently from another. Let us
hope the changes are implemented sensibly.
I will make an observation on sentencing young
offenders to youth training centres. There is certainly
a need to include suspended youth training centre
orders in legislation. If a magistrate decides he does
not want to put a young person in custody but
threaten it, then the only option he has is to impose a
suspended prison sentence. That is an inappropriate
way to sentence. A judge or magistrate has to make
up his mind whether the young person should go to
prison or not.
If the judge or magistrate decides the person should
not go to prison because of his or her tender years
but would not otherwise have sent that person to
prison, he or she should not receive a suspended
sentence. Young offenders who breach suspended
sentences may find themselves in prison, and that is
not where we want young offenders to end up. That
problem would not occur if judges and magistrates
had the option of handing down suspended youth
training centre orders. I urge the Attorney-General
to consider that option.

Clause 14 deals with suspended sentences. Proposed
new section 27(2) empowers the court to suspend a
sentence where up to three years imprisonment is
imposed. That is a change from the two-year
maximum in the act. We have to ask ourselves why
the government is doing that while trying to give the
impression that it is getting tough on crime.
One of the consequences of the proposed new
section is that a drug trafficker who might have been
in line for two and a half years in prison might now
be considered for a suspended sentence. Offences
committed by somebody who breaks the law
because he or she is a drug user are considered
lower in the scale of things when sentences are
imposed. When that person turns up to court and

Friday, 23 May 1997

tells the judge he has a drug problem, one of the
things the court can consider is whether to impose a
combined custody and treatment order.
Proposed section 18Q allows those combined
custody and treatment orders to be imposed. It takes
away the discretion of the judge or magistrate in the
sense that the person must go to prison for six
months. The court will not have the option of
deciding that, for example, a person should go to
prison for a month and then go onto a drug
treatment program.
One of the defects of section 28 is that it allows for
wholly suspended sentences, but now we have gone
to the other extreme. The operation of provisions
such as these has always been contentious, as
practical experience demonstrates. For example,
section 13 of the Alcoholic and Drug-dependent
Persons Act, which was repealed some years ago,
was used for drug offenders, but it was found to be
impractical.
The subsequent Sentencing Act introduced
community-based orders. Although they were a
good deal more effective in many cases, there was
still no option to impose a suspended sentence or a
short prison sentence followed by intensive
treatment. Now there is a six-month minimum.
When drug offenders spend a very short time in
prison it enables them to focus on and appreciate the
effects of their actions. A lot of them have come from
good and sensible communities, and if they are
taken out of society for a very short time they often
appreciate they have taken a path that is
unacceptable and respond to treatment more
earnestly. However, magistrates and judges will be
denied the option of sending drug offenders to
prison for only very short periods.
The Law Institute of Victoria has made the point that
the new combined custody and treatment order
proviSions may well mean that traffickers will be
eligible for suspended sentences but that the victims
of the traffickers who commit offences against
society because of their drug use will be ineligible
because judges and magistrates will know that
straight-up suspended sentences for drug offenders
do not work.
Victims of crime want to see appropriate sentences
imposed, but the Attorney-General and the
government have not set about doing that. The bill is
a cream-puff job, for the reasons I have outlined. The
attitude of the Attorney-General and the
government to victims is thoroughly appalling. That
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was made clear by the Victims of Crime Assistance
(Amendment) Bill, which does away with
compensation for the victims.
Dr Dean interjected.
Mr CAMERON - The honourable member for
Berwick disagrees with that. The simple fact is that
under the government's new crime compensation
legislation, if a girl is raped on her way home from
school she will not be entitled to a cracker. That says
it all!
I will make one last comment on the inappropriate
way the government is dealing with people with
drug-related problems. The report of the Penington
inquiry recommended that the government
substantially upgrade services for people with
serious drug abuse problems who come into contact
with the adult correction system. That has not
occurred. The combined custody and treatment
orders will mean more drug users will end up in
prison. We want to see drug users punished for their
crimes, but not in a way that exacerbates the
problem. I urge the Attorney-General to look at the
combined treatment and custody order prOvision
and to consider amending it to make it more sensible.
Ms McCALL (Franks ton) - I am proud to be
standing on this side of the house, supporting such
an excellent bill. It is another piece of
groundbreaking legislation from our
Attorney-General. It focuses in particular on the
government's idea of moving towards a safer
Victoria and, drawing an analogy with my own
electorate, that therefore means a safer Frankston.
The electorate I represent has had a poor reputation
in the past, and I am taking steps to set up a
community round table where we will discuss some
of the issues of personal safety.
I propose to address some historical matters, use
some of the results of my own personal survey to
complement the survey that appeared in the Herald
Sun, and perhaps talk about the future. I begin with
the history.
I am a migrant to this country. I paid full fare to get
here; I had a clean record before I got on an
aeroplane, but I am very conscious of the history of
white settlement of this country which related to one
of the older ways of dealing with people who had
committed crimes, and that was deportation.

Ms McCALL - Perhaps I should deport the
opposition! I refer to a book called The Bedside Book of
Colonial Doings, which was printed in 1984 and
which relates some interesting parts of our colonial
history and the way sentencing was dealt out in the
early days, when people were perhaps less
enlightened and less open to free and honest debate.
The book says that in 1852 in Victoria, George
Melville, George Wilson and William Atkins were
executed for the M'Ivor escort robbery - which
happened while a substantial amount of gold, one
assumes, was being escorted from the goldfields. On
7 November 1876 at Pleasant Creek William Siddons
was executed for the rape of an eight-year-old child.
Regrettably, paedophilia is not new. The book states
that the crime was attended with circumstances of
peculiar atrocity; I suppose, given the discretion of
those colonial days, the authors did not want to
print what the peculiar atrocity was.
The third case was that of Thomas Sanders, who was
executed for rape of a servant in the family of
Mr Cropley, a farmer in Keilor Plains. The book says
that it was 'an atrocious case.' The sentence of his
accomplice Johnson was commuted to hard labour
for life. Sanders was an old flogger at Norfolk Island,
and was executed in Melbourne on 31 October 1861.
The final case I mention is that of Samuel Pollet, who
was executed in Melbourne on 29 December 1862 for
rape of a child of his own aged 11. In brackets the
article in the book says he was previously worth
4000 pounds, which in 1862 made him a
substantially wealthy new Australian. In those early
days if people had been deported, even if it had been
for something relatively minor, and then committed
a crime in the colony, they faced the possibility of
punishment by death.
In the 20th century, before the First World War the
sentencing option for the crime of juvenile
delinquency was military service. I shall now read
the house a poem, which may help us all on a Friday
afternoon when we have had a difficult week. It is
from the Albemarle Book of Modern Verse, volume 2,
published in 1965 by a gentleman called Donagh
MacDonagh, and I can only assume, as I stand here
wearing my plaid jacket, that he was a Scotsman of
some intelligence. The title of the poem is Juvenile
Delinquency, and it states:
Who threw the stone that brought the window down
What hand was glutted in the toffee jar
Who slipped behind the counter for half-a-crown

Mrs Maddigan - Were you deported?
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What dusty finger blasphemed on the motor car
And who Oh who was hurried from the class-room

SENTENCING AND OTHER ACTS (AMENDMENT) BILL

1738

ASSEMBLY

Who was a barbed st Stephen feathered with guilt
Who took a hammer to the family heirloom
Who broke who tore who shattered and who spilt
Whose is the dirty face that snivels reform
Who promises a future bright safe whole and new
Who learns at last to wear the uniform
That masks the criminal record from the view?

TItis is from a schoolbook of mine which is well
leafed and well read.
The bill is an indication that in some respect the
debate on sentencing is not new, the dealing with
crime is not new, and it is important that the subject
continues to be discussed in the arena as frequently
and openly as possible. That is why I totally support
the use of the Herald Sun survey. A response of more
than 38 000 people has to be better than that received
in a Morgan gallup poll or a McNair poll, which is
normally done over the telephone on fewer than
2000 people.
To find that almost 40 000 Victorians took the
trouble to fill in the survey, either, as the honourable
member for Narracan said, sitting around the dinner
table one evening saying, 'Let's fill this in as a
family', or as individuals who felt strongly enough
to complete the survey, the fact is that it was
completed. Many people in the Frankston electorate
were happy to complete the survey and were
delighted that the government had taken the
opportunity to produce it.
I also consulted with some of the groups around my
electorate on what issues they considered important
in a review of sentencing. The three areas of which I
am particularly supportive are the new sentencing
prOvisions for aggravated burglary, the parole
provisions and the provisions relating to arson
causing death.
Now that more people choose to live on their own,
and with an ageing population, some members of
whom I am happy to say live in my electorate, there
is a greater concern about burglary. My home has
been burgled. It is probably one of the most awful
experiences anyone can have in their lives. I am
disappointed that the crime of aggravated burglary
does not cover trauma to animals because when I
arrived home the day I had been burgled my
animals were as traumatised as I would have been
had I been in the house at the time. Aggravated
burglary was an issue raised by a large number of
the older women in my electorate, who expressed a
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great deal of concern about the possibility of being
followed home on pension day, being herded
around when they were at the AIM machine,
getting home and then being assaulted and robbed
in their homes. Therefore I commend the
government and I am delighted to support the bill,
which brings in a prOvision relating to sentencing for
aggravated burglary and recognises the
community's concern that it is bad enough to be
burgled, but to be burgled while a person is at home
is even worse, and therefore the penalties should be
as high as they are.
The second provision in which I am particularly
interested is that concerning parole. Many people
talked to me about this issue and said, 'Once a
person is out on parole and commits another crime,
it may be less serious, but nobody necessarily takes
into account the fact that the offender has broken
parole'. I am delighted to see a provision in the bill
that recognises that if a crime is committed while on
parole the individuals may return to prison to serve
the balance of the sentence for which they were on
parole.
The final provision on which I am particularly keen
is the penalty for crimes of arson resulting in death.
The Premier was very vocal about this provision
during the Dandenong bushfires. The Momington
Peninsula is also designated as bushfire territory and
there were a number of spot bushfires there during
the fire season. With winter upon us we are hoping
for plenty of rain. I am very supportive of the fact
that this penalty has been introduced and of the
government's move to recognise that if death should
result from arson, the penalty for the crime should
be severe.
What of the future? Those who choose to ignore the
lessons of history are forced to relive it. It is
extremely important that the government recognises
the community is moving forward by wanting to
take some responsibility for the way in which
decisions are made.
One of the most difficult aspects of being a member
of the legislature is a tendency to be reactive rather
than pro-active. It is important in areas such as
criminal justice to recognise the community's input.
I recently chaired a seminar in my electorate on
family violence called Breaking the Silence something the government has been instrumental in
when dealing with incest, paedophilia and domestic
violence. The response from the people who
attended the seminar was extremely positive: they
were very supportive of government moves to
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recognise that family violence is no longer
something that is dealt with only among families.
Having come from England, I am aware of the
tendency in a conservative society to try to solve
one's own problems rather than seek community
support. I am delighted the community is moving
towards mutual support systems by recognising the
impact domestic violence has on families and
children and the increased need for longer sentences.
The community is moving much closer to having the
punishment fit the crime.
I am therefore proud to stand on the government
benches to support this innovative and
ground-breaking legislation. Long may it continue.
Long may the government continue in office. I
commend the bill to the house and oppose the
opposition's amendment.
Ms GILLEIT (Werribee) - I am pleased to make
a contribution to today's debate on the Sentencing
and Other Acts (Amendment) Bill because its
implications will have specific manifestations in the
constituency I represent in Werribee.
A source of constant concern to many of my
constituents is a set of circumstances in Werribee
that sees increasing numbers of young people before
the Magistrates Court and other courts on a broad
range of matters. The concerned and committed
community of Werribee has been trying to look not
simply at the offences committed by its young
people - predominantly young men - but at the
factors behind the offence. The community is trying
to look beyond the superficial manifestation of what
we all know to be a much deeper, more complex and
difficult problem to solve.
The bill is the result of the government taking a
superficial look at the results of the symptoms of
crime. The government has not chosen the much
harder road. The much more different intellectual,
emotional and spiritual problem escapes the
government. Instead, the government has taken the
soft option, the easy out, and has taken refuge in
what appears on the surface to be a strong stand 'We are going to act decisively on the symptoms
because we don't know how to fix the disease. We
have no idea'.
The government is adding to the fear in the
community by placing the blame squarely on the
shoulders of the people it always seeks to blamethe victims. In many instances they are victims of
circumstances well beyond their control. The
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government has taken the soft option and dressed it
up in armour, but it is the soft and weak option of a
visionless government that has a myopic view.
That criticism is backed up by the views received
recently by the Attorney-General in a letter dated
19 May from the Law Institute of Victoria. The Law
Institute sent the Attorney-General a detailed letter
outlining its concerns. The institute reinforced the
view that is increasingly held in the community. The
institute says it is most concerned that it was not
contacted for comment on the bill before it was
tabled in Parliament.
On such a dramatic change in sentencing laws,
which will have enormous consequences for the next
generation, surely it was important for the
Attorney-General to talk to as many people as
possible. If the Attorney-General cannot get out into
the broader community she should at least talk to
the interest groups - the people who work with
these problems every day. Yet the Law Institute says
it was not consulted by the government in any way,
shape or form. The Law Institute's letter of 19 May
articulates the concerns of the Victorian community
and says that over the past 20 years the judiciary has
spent time refining and making section 28, which the
government is seeking to replace with proposed
section 18Q, an operable section. The letter states:
It has been described by the then chief justice, Sir John
Young, in a case of Mark Halewyn, as a procedure
which allowed a sentence to achieve deterrence, whilst
still allowing the reclamation of a truly reclaimable
offender.

The government's view is that there is no such thing
as a reclaimable offender who may be not be an
addict but may simply be in possession of alcohol or
marijuana or heroin or cocaine. The letter continues:
This procedure has been used over the years to 'save'
people who spent considerable periods in institutions
such as Odyssey House or the Windana Society
rehabilitating prior to their case coming to court and
was a recognition that the community would greatly
benefit from the change that had taken place in the
drug-addicted offender.

The correspondence goes on to indicate that two
independent committees reviewed the operation of
the act - one is a government committee and the
other is headed by Mr Justice Starke - and both
concluded there was Significant value in retaining
the section.
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Now, with some distress, the Law Institute advises
that a generation's worth of work is being
dismantled and abused. The amendment proposes
to cure the ills of section 18Q, which adopts the
earlier words of section 28 but then limits the gaol
sentence that is to be suspended to six months, so a
minimum period of six months is required to be
served.
The Law Institute asks, quite legitimately, echoing
the question that will be asked by most Victorians,
'Why is the drug supplier, the perpetrator of the
problem, still eligible for a suspended sentence of up
to three years while the user, the victim, has a
compulsory six-month gaol term followed by a
possible suspension of only six months?'.
You do not have to be Einstein to work out that if
you impose harsh and unconscionable penalties on a
certain category of the citizenry it will do them more
harm than good. In doing so you are setting up
people so they have to lie or deny they have
Significant problems.
Mr Andrighetto - That's nonsense!
Ms GILLEIT - What would you have them do?
You say drug or alcohol-addicted persons should be
incarcerated for six months.
Mr Andrighetto interjected.

Ms GILLEIT - There is no 'may'; it's
mandatory. I understand the problem clearly. I see
the effects of it in my community every day, more's
the pity.

Friday, 23 May 1997

deny they have problems. The government is
therefore forcing them to suppress the need to deal
with their problems so they can move ahead. They
will be put in places where they can be more readily
and cheaply supplied with the cause of their
addictions than they otherwise would be.
Members of the Victorian community find it
impossible to understand why there are two sets of
rules - one for the victims, with harsh,
unconscionable and unrelenting mandatory
sentences, and another for the perpetrators, the
traffickers, with lax and open-ended provisions that
give them another go - much as the honourable
member for Narracan sought to have another go.
This government's standard practice is to torture the
victim. That is a sign of weak leadership. The
measures are weak and superficial and have been
introduced by a minister who is myopic. It is easy to
treat the symptoms, but when you look for the cause
often you find the problems are not as easy to solve.
Government members are so weak and lacking in
vision that they opt for the easy solution, convincing
themselves that they are taking a firm stance. They
say, 'We are being absolutely tough in doing this.
These will be tougher sentencing laws'. Your
Western Australian colleagues tried it. They will
learn the lesson, in much the same way - Mrs Wade interjected.
Ms GILLEIT - I don't think there is a Labor
government in Western Australian any more, more's
the pity!

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr Andrighetto interjected.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr McArthur) Order! The honourable member for Narracan has
already made his contribution to the debate. He
should allow others to do so as well.
Ms GILLEIT - I see the effects of the problem
in my community every day our Magistrates Court
sits, which is only three times a week. We are
working on that, as we have to, because the bill will
mean the Magistrates Court will have to sit more
days each week.
As I was saying before the honourable member
Narracan wanted to have a second bite of the cherry,
I see the effects of mandatory sentencing every day.
The government is forcing people who know they
suffer from addictions of one kind or another to

Ms GILLEIT - The Law Institute of Victoria
raised a second issue in its correspondence:
The act introduces the notion of a serious drug offender
as an offender who has been convicted of a drug
offence for which he or she has been sentenced to a
term of imprisonment or detention in a youth training
centre. Where would one ever find in true life a serious
drug offender in a youth training centre?
In real life the entrepreneurial drug supplier / dealer

does not have prior convictions.
They are smart and they are clever. That's the
business they run, and they are very good at it:
The one that has prior convictions for gaol-type drug
offences will usually be the addicted drug user who has
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sold drugs in order to sustain his or her habit, or the
drug user Iburglar that has been sent to gaol and has
received a sentence of imprisonment for a possession of
a drug, not because it was truly warranted but merely
as a sentencing exercise of convenience.
That is much like the entire bill, which is a measure
of convenience. The institute goes on:
These are not the people that should be labelled as
serious drug offenders. Further consideration and
analysis of these provisions is required.
The bill also amends the definitions and schedule
quantities in respect of commercial quantities and small
quantities. The quantity of drugs obtained also includes
any other substance with which it is mixed. Again the
drug trafficker of a entrepreneurial nature is
advantaged and the drug user disadvantaged.
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If one took the provision to what I acknowledge is
an absurd extreme, a parent of young children - -

Or Dean interjected.
Ms GILLETI - Your legislation is so often
taken to absurd extremes that I feel obliged to
explain to you what could happen.
Mr Perton interjected.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr McArthur) Order! The honourable member for Doncaster will
allow the honourable member for Werribee to
complete her contribution, unassisted.
Ms GILLETI - A young mum in town - -

Mr Perton - I would be defending her myself!

As I said, it is the trafficker's business to traffic in
drugs. The Law Institute gives this specific example:

Ms GILLETI - Good. When it happens, I'll let
her know!

For example the entrepreneurial drug trafficker with
150 grams of 80 per cent pure rock heroin is placed in
the same category as the street user with a similar
amount of 10 per cent purity. This solution to the
problem is simply not equitable and exposes the
disadvantaged yet again to injustice.

Mr Perton - I give you a commitment that if a
young mother is picked up with a teaspoon - -

Equity lies in only a few special places. The
Attomey-General's office is one of those places, and
she has failed with this legislation. The Law Institute
makes the following comments on proposed new
section 71A:
The bill introduces the concept in section 71A of the
possession of substance, material, documents or
equipment for trafficking in a drug of dependence. This
provision is too wide because there are too many
household items which are capable of being interpreted
as such items.
When I first read the correspondence from the
institute, it brought to mind some very sad cases of
heroin-addicted people I have known, whom I
worked with for a while in Canberra. We would
often meet one another - and on many occasions a
silver teaspoon would be found in a pocket. When I
was a mother of young children I was constantly
carrying around enough bags to make it look as
though I was travelling overseas for three years! I
regularly had in my possession all sorts of bits and
pieces, including teaspoons that I used to feed the
children, something a mother of small children does.

Ms GILLEIT - Thank you.
The ACTING SPEAKER - Order! The
honourable member for Doncaster can make offers
about work outside the chamber. In the meantime,
he should remain silent to allow other honourable
members to consider the matter before the Chair.
Ms GILLETI - I am very grateful for the offer
of the honourable member for Doncaster; I hope it
does not have to be taken up. When legislation is
broad, ill-defined and left in the hands of people
who would on occasion - because no system is
perfect - abuse the legislation, such things do
happen. I have seen it myself. Constituents come
into my office regularly; they are often young
enough to be my sons.
Sadly, these young men have often been involved in
a set of situations where the interpretation of
legislation has allowed them to be taken in and
questioned. If they have been found in possession of
a range of materials this legislation will start a
process that will not see them locked in, and that is
the problem. They should be told to get home; get
help for six months.

Government members interjecting.
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Ms GILLETI - Don't make a joke of it. It is not
funny in a place like Werribee where 47 per cent of
the population is aged between 14 and 24. This
legislation is an absolute disaster. People in
Werribee suffer from geographical isolation, lack of
jobs, and from all the antecedents that lead to drug
and alcohol abuse. Unless they lie they will be given
a conviction and a six-month sentence - not a
maybe sentence or a suspended sentence: an
absolute six months! It is no joke. The government is
setting them up to lie. The government sets a great
example. I would have another long, hard think
about it. That is what the opposition has told you to
do.

Mr Hulls - So true.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr McArthur) Order! I advise the honourable member for Werribee
that she should address her remarks through the
Chair and in doing so she will perhaps attract less
interjection from the other side.
Ms GILLETI - The government is setting the
young people of Werribee up; they already suffer
from geographical isolation, isolation from jobs,
unemployment and all of the known antecedents
that lead to substance abuse of some kind. The
government is demonstrating to them precisely
what it thinks of them: it is consigning a generation
of young people for reasons that the bill does not
address.
The government had the chance to organise a drug
task force. The Premier pumped up the issue; he
pumped up the young people to expect a result and
to expect innovation and a fair hearing. What did
they get? Nothing.
Mr Andrighetto - Turning the Tide.
Ms GILLETI - Is this legislation part of
Turning the Tide? It slaps the Turning the Tide
program in the face. How do the two sit together?
Explain the hypocrisy of on the one hand saying that
you are going to spend some time, money and
energy on overburdening the already suffering
education system with the critical responsibility of
educating our children about drug abuse so you can
say you are doing the right thing, spending plenty of
money - but in the end you come back to a piece of
legislation like this that tells us what you really
think. It is an absolute disaster and you can - The ACTING SPEAKER - Order! I remind the
honourable member for Werribee that when she
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uses the word 'you' she is referring to the Chair. I
understand the point she is trying to make; howeyer,
I ask her to make it in a different format.
Ms GILLETI - Thank you, Mr Acting Speaker.
It is important to stress the comments that the Law
Institute goes on to make about incarceration. The
institute says that it is the inevitable consequence of
the promulgation of this bill- not maybe;
inevitable - that more offenders will be
incarcerated for longer periods of time. That must
ultimately impact on the recidivism rate. The most
important point is that the recidivism rate has a
long-term but hard to pinpoint effect on the
community. For instance, six or seven months ago a
headline in the Werribee Times - which was not
accurately reported, unlike the substance of the
article - turned the community of Werribee and
Hoppers Crossing upside down. In large bold print
it read 'Ugly Werribee'.
The community went into shock because it knew
what was happening; it knew many young people
were being laid waste by the symptoms of diseases. I
acknowledge that the government cannot be held
wholly responsible for that, but what it can be held
wholly responsible for is what it does to address
those issues while it has precious power - and it is
not doing anything to address those diseases. The
article headed 'Ugly Werribee' told us that our
children were suffering as a direct result of the big
and long-term problems that we were not working
hard enough as a community to fix.
Legislation like this simply makes the damage
greater and recidivism rates higher; more people are
sent to gaol. It costs the community large amounts of
money to keep people incarcerated; it costs dearly in
terms of self-esteem and self-1:onfidence, too, not just
as a community. People feel helpless, hopeless and
scared and the best we can do is put these kids away
for six months. To me, that does not smack of a
group of people or of a community that is taking an
issue on board and dealing with it constructively
and wholly so that we do not keep paying the price
for the next 20, 40 or 60 years.
I turn to some of the other points that the institute
raised which particularly concern me. It begins by
explaining:
The institute's comments are premised on the fact that
jails are predominantly comprised of offenders aged

between 17 and 25 years. Most of these offenders have
substance abuse problems, principally heroin and
alcohol. Heroin addiction particularly is supported by
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the commission of dishonesty offences, street
trafficking to other addicted persons and prostitution.
Once incarcerated into the adult penal system, there is
a 70 per cent prospect that the offender will return to
the prison system upon release. The recidivism rate
escalates with each period of imprisonment imposed.

On one side of us in Werribee is the new private
prison tor females and on the other is the great gift
of the new prison for males. One wonders whether
the legislation is designed to serve the purposes not
of a community with a huge problem that
desperately needs to be addressed - no, not to serve
the community - but simply to serve the owners of
the two private prisons, because they will be full.
You have worked very well to ensure that the
magistracy and the judiciary will have no choice but
to serve some of the government's friends, serve the
private owners of private prisons and fill those
prisons with young people that you - the
government - should have helped. These young
people are my constituents and I will work very
hard to make sure they are looked after.

It is an absolute crime to say that there should be
two sets of rules with the government making the
one for the victim the worst of the two. The
government always seems to go easy on the crooks,
and I am at a loss to explain why. What have the
Victorian people ever done to it? The Victorian
people have given it all it could possibly want as a
coalition - power. The government will stand to be
reckoned with by the Victorian community because
of what it does with that power. If this legislation is
a tangible demonstration of the way members of the
government abuse that power then they had better
enjoy themselves where they are because they will
not be there for much longer!
Mrs PEULICH (Bentleigh) - I am very pleased
to be able to contribute to this bill, albeit to make my
contribution a short one because I understand a
number of members on this side of the house wish to
make contributions. What we have just heard from
the honourable member for Werribee is nothing like
New Labour. If the opposition is attempting to
remodel itself into an electable party, the process of
transformation will need to be long and painful.
Honourable members heard the traditional diatribe
about the opposition being committed to and
interested in criminals. The honourable member for
Werribee has two prisons in her electorate, so it is
understandable that she should take that position.
It is unfortunate that the line from the Labor benches
is a typically socialist perspective that criminals are
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victims of society whose rights have not been met in
some ways. The opposition pays no cognisance to
them as being perpetrators of crime who deny
members of our community their rights. Clearly
there has to be a sensitive system that punishes
offenders while retaining three important elements
of an effective justice system: deterrents, both
specific and general; retribution; and punishment
and rehabilitation.
The honourable member for Werribee's perspective
of criminal justice is focused on criminal
rehabilitation. From a psychological perspective her
rationale is highly questionable. She argues that the
community's perception is that the coalition is tough
on law and order. She is right - absolutely right,
and it is something in which I take great pride. If the
justice system that this government has put in place
comes down hard on offenders then presumably the
level of deterrence that has on the community will
be higher and more effective than it was under the
former government. I know the Attorney-General is
an advocate of mandatory sentencing. I know it has
been introduced in Western Australia for house
burglaries, and it is interesting that since it has been
introduced in that state the incidence of house
burglaries has declined by one-third.
An honourable member interjected.
MI5 PEULICH - Fear is the greatest human
motivator. If sentences for serious crimes are harsh
and potential offenders are fearful of the
consequences then presumably the incidence of
crime will continue to decline. I do not believe this
legislation is predicated on the view that it will
increase the number of offenders; it is obviously
predicated on the view that it will beef up what has
been lacking over a decade of Labor rule and pick
up on deterrents and punishments.
The honourable member for Bendigo West, who I
note is no longer in the house, spoke with a forked
tongue. He is out of touch with his community,
which I believe is largely a traditional Labor
blue-colour working community. He fudged the
issue and talked about the reduction in the number
of single-man police stations and the lack of increase
in the police budget. In the electorate of Bentleigh
the former Labor government put in place a
wonderful new complex predicated on the closure of
three police stations - namely the Moorabbin and
East Bentleigh police stations and the Bentleigh
Community Policing Squad. The honourable
member for Bendigo West is skating on thin ice
when he tries to create the impression that he, too, is
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somehow tough on crime when the rhetoric is quite
different.
Labor is traditionally soft on crime. It continues to be
so, and certainly the opposition spokesman proved
that the other night when, in a half-delirious stupor
in a contribution lasting some 21;2 hours, he cited all
the possible elite authorities - especially those with
leanings to the left - that he could remember, again
reaffirming the view that somehow the leading
authorities have a monopoly over the whole justice
system.
This government has taken a very different
perspective. It is certainly one of the major
stakeholders in the justice system, but so to is the
community, which was ignored by the former Labor
government. My desire to make a contribution to
this debate was inspired largely by the absolute
slating given by the opposition spokesman to the
survey conducted by the Attorney-General.
Numerous constituents came to my electorate
office - not regular readers of the Herald Sunhaving heard about the survey on radio and the
electronic news service and wanting to have their
say. My office kept a tally of the number of
photocopies requested by individuals who signed
the survey sheets and - gave their names and
addresses - a total of 231 requests. The
Attorney-General had committed herself to the
survey prior to the 1996 election in her policy A
Safer Victoria'.
I

In her comments on the problem of drugs and
young people the honourable member for Werribee
showed herself to be a vehement and passionate
advocate of going soft and focusing largely on
rehabilitation. If one looks at the more recent articles
on the problem of drugs - which is of huge concern
to the community, the grassroots youth workers and
certainly to parents of children not only in my area
but in all areas I move around in - one hears that
the biggest contributing factor to the drug problem
is the lack of fear of young people. A number of
youth workers who would subscribe to the
opposition's philosophy and not mine are saying
that. They say lack of fear is one of the reasons for
the huge number of young people who experiment
with drugs and risk facing the consequences. As I
said earlier, from a psychological perspective, fear is
the greatest human motivator to survive. By
peddling the old lie that drugs do not hurt young
people, this bunch on the opposite side of the house
is betraying young people. That is why the
Attorney-General has decided to increase - -
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Mr Hulls interjected.
Mrs PEULICH - The shadow spokesman is
being typically reactionary. They could not pOSSibly
open their minds to look at not just the symptoms
but the real problems! This government's response
to the drug problem is multi-pronged. It takes
cognisance of the fact that the vast majority of the
community are not drug users and that our children
deserve to be protected from drug traffickers. There
should be an anti-drug message to children of 10 or
12 years of age. The bill has a rehabilitation
component, because those who have drug problems
should be helped. Furthermore, the legislation
makes available for the first time rehabilitation
programs for drug users in prisons.
I come back to the sentencing survey. Any law that
does not reflect the views of community - I am not
suggesting a Hansonite reaction - is not seen to be
a legitimate system. I believe what the
Attorney-General has done has been very
responsible and that her consultation has been
extensive. I believe there was consultation with more
than 100 judges and other stakeholders in the legal
fraternity as well as members of the community.
If the Labor Party was in charge of the process the
community would not have a voice. The only
communities it is interested in consulting with are
the Labor lawyers, members of its Labor branches
and the people who vote for it and give its members
their livelihood - the unions. The government has a
claim to the voice of the ordinary Victorian. If the
Labor Party wants to remake itself and transform
into an electable political party I suggest it starts
ditching some of its left-wing policies - -

An honourable member interjected.

Mrs PEULICH - I hope it will not; I hope it will
keep those left-wing policies as long as it possibly
can because that will ensure our re-election.
An honourable member interjected.

Mrs PEULICH - Yes, they are living in the past.
The public at large believes the coalition is more
effective on issues of law and order. After listening
to the contributions from the opposition today and
the other day, that is absolutely no surprise.
Through the procedures the Attorney-General is
putting in place with the Sentencing and Other Acts
(Amendment) Bill, offenders who repeatedly
commit serious crimes will face the full force of the
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law. I commend her for that. The government is
conscious of a community sensitivity to a number of
increasingly common crimes.

Honourable members interjecting.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Perrin) - Order!
There is too much audible conversation, particularly
across the table. I am trying listen to the honourable
member.
Mrs PEULICH - I am glad you are trying to
listen to me, Mr Acting Speaker, because the Labor
Party is obviously not interested in listening to
people who hold views that are remotely different to
their own. Our community has a particular
sensitivity - which is completely understandable to
me, as a mother and a former teacher - to crimes
pertaining to sexual offences; crimes committed
upon children; offences against a person,
particularly where death results; burglaries; home
invasion offences; and other offences. Each of the
houses surrounding my home has been burgled over
the past 10 years.
I commend the Attorney-General on stiffening the
sentences for serious offences and introducing some
new offences, in particular, those dealing with
commercial drug trafficking. I commend the bill to
the house.
Ms KOSKY (Altona) - I am pleased to
contribute to this debate. Some of the comments that
have been made by members of the government
have been quite extraordinary. I will attempt to - Mrs Peulich interjected.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Perrin) - Order!
The honourable member for Bentleigh has had her
say.
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custodial sentences on which sentences are
calculated in years, not months. It also provides a
new sentencing order which, with the combined
custody and treatment order, can be applied when
courts are satisfied a drug or drinking addiction
contributed to the commission of an offence. That
will radically amend the principles of
rehabilitation - and I will speak about that later.
Previously drug addicts who committed crimes
because of their addiction were often given
suspended sentences, the idea being that that would
provide a last chance for rehabilitation and an
opportunity for them to address their addiction and
the reasons they committed the crimes in the first
place, as that may prevent future crime. This bill
directs that addicts who are sentenced to
imprisonment for not more than 12 months - that
is, small-time criminals - will now have to serve
six months in custody before having access to
intensive rehabilitation. Magistrates have no choice
and cannot alter that. Suspended sentences can now
be imposed for longer periods.
The bill amends the Drugs, Poisons and Controlled
Substances Act, which will change the manner in
which quantities of drugs are measured for offences.
The bill provides a new sentencing option of a drug
education and information program to be combined
with a 12-month good behaviour bond. That will be
open only to those convicted of minor drug offences,
such as possession or use of cannabis. I applaud that
part of the bill; there is clear evidence that we should
move down that track with cannabis use - certainly
the Penington inquiry demonstrated that. Of course
that inquiry would have suggested going further
than this amendment goes - nonetheless, it is a
welcome change.
The bill amends the Bail Act by directing that courts
refuse bail to a person charged with the trafficking
or cultivation in a commercial quantity of a drug of
dependence, unless exceptional circumstances exist.

Ms KOSKY - She is a little concerned that
no-one listened, so she is having a second turn. The
amending bill will pull together a number of acts:
the Sentencing Act; the Drugs, Poisons and
Controlled Substances Act; the Bail Act; the Children
and Young Persons Act; and the Crimes Act. The bill
amends the Sentencing Act, which basically
provides for a truth-in-sentencing policy. Effectively
that will mean an increase in sentences if judges
follow the directions prescribed by the changes to
the legislation.

In relation to the Crimes Act the bill creates a new
charge of arson causing death, and provides an
additional circumstance in which the offence of
burglary may be regarded as aggravated burglary.

The bill also implements a number of changes to
maximum penalties and provides a new scale of

Finally, the amendments in the bill to the
Magistrates' Court Act relate to the power of

The bill amends the Children and Young Persons
Act to prevent offences of murder, manslaughter,
arson causing death and culpable driving causing
death being heard in the Children's Court.

SENTENCING AND OTHER ACTS (AMENDMENT) BILL

1746

ASSEMBLY

magistrates to impose aggregate sentences and to
appeals against aggregate sentences.
In responding to these amendments, I refer to the
remarkable way the general public was consulted on
the changes to sentencing in this state. This
government does not have a good track record of
consultation - as we well know. That is regularly
mentioned to me, both within my electorate and
around the state when I visit a large range of
community and business groups.
The government has a lousy track record on
consultation, yet the Attorney-General suddenly
decided that consulting the community on
sentencing was a good idea. Why is that? The
Attorney-General may have a desire to consult with
the community, and if we did not know her better
we might accept that at face value, but knowing the
Attorney-General and the government as we do we
know that the consultation was a political stunt
designed to direct attention away from other issues.
The questionnaire conducted by the Herald Sun
ignored a number of factors. For example, not
everyone reads the Herald Sun - not everyone can
afford to buy it - and not everyone reads English or
is sufficiently fluent in it to complete a
questionnaire. The government's consultation
process ignored a large percentage of the
population. The government says it is committed to
multiculturalism, but in consulting with the
community it ignored a large section of it.
I have some training in research. People with
training in research will tell of the inherent bias in
questionnaires, about the questions asked and the
questions not asked. The government says the
legislation reflects community views because of the
results from the questionnaire, yet it did not issue a
questionnaire or conduct a poll on brothels.
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A Monash University survey of public opinion about
sentencing - conducted by the social work department
under my academic supervision - suggests not. So
long as we ask the right questions.
A representative sample of 330 people were
interviewed in Melbourne shopping centres during
1995 and earlier this year.
The interviewers attempted to get more than just
instinctive impreSSions. Respondents were asked to
think about the issues.
The responses suggest that estimating what the public
would like to do about sentencing is a complex task.
One which will not be achieved by simply asking
Victorians to comment on case scenarios sent to their
homes, as has been suggested.
Those interviewed in the Monash study said they
wanted harsher sentences all right, but after thinking
about the implications they began to qualify their
views. Seventy-one per cent said they were generally
dissatisfied with sentences imposed by courts, usually
because they felt they were too lenient. However, when
people were asked to give their views about the
appropriateness of typical sentences given in
Melbourne courts, it was apparent that they wanted
harsher sentences in only a proportion of cases. In six of
the eight cases, a majority felt the sentence was
appropriate. In only two cases did they feel it was too
lenient ...
Not only did those interviewed have a poor view of
imprisonment but, for the most part, they did not wish
to spend money on prisons. Eighty-five per cent
indicated they would prefer to see money spent on
hospitals or schools.
It was also apparent that people were often not in a
position to make judgements about sentencing because
they had only limited knowledge about alternatives to
prison.

The Australian Football League would not conduct a
poll on Sunday football because it might find that
Sunday football was not welcomed by the
community. Pauline Hanson and her supporters
may read the Herald Sun, and many of her Victorian
supporters may have responded to the survey, but
most people in this place reject her views and those
of her supporters.

When asked, most had heard of community-based
orders and a number mentioned fines, however only
4 per cent had heard of an intensive corrections order.
An intensive corrections order is the most severe
sentence other than prison and is the one most often
used by courts as an alternative to prison ...

I refer honourable members to an article entitled'A
punitive paradox' written by ehris Trotter in which
he comments on whether the poll instituted by the
Attorney-General was well founded. He states:

So it is apparent that while people feel that offenders
should be treated more harshly, they have little
confidence in prison as a method of dealing with
them ...
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If the coalition is serious about taking public opinion

into account in the development of new legislation and
sentencing practices, it is to be hoped that it tackles the
issue in all its complexity, rather than taking the easy
option of simply increasing prison sentences in order to
placate a punitive minority.

That is clear evidence of major difficulties with the
way the survey was conducted via the Herald Sun.
Surveys often ask particular questions. To obtain
better results it is necessary to undertake detailed
work, but that would not have got headlines for the
government. The government chose not to consult
with important groups within the community who
have a right to be part of the consultation process,
such as the Law Institute of Victoria and the Director
of Public Prosecutions. If the government were not
so paranoid about the Law Institute that body
would have been included in the consultation
process. However, it is not one of the
Attorney-General's friends and she bypassed it in
exactly the way she has done on every other
occasion.
Increases in penalties and changes to sentencing
procedures will not only increase the number of
people being sent to gaol but also extend the periods
for which they are incarcerated. This legislation is
being introduced at the same time as the
government is privatising prisons. The government
needs to ensure there is a reasonable client group
using prisons or the prisons will not operate
profitably. Operators of private prisons have an
interest in increasing their clientele, and the number
of people imprisoned often relates to the number
and size of prisons.
The bill amends prOvisions relating to drug
trafficking to provide that small-time criminals who
have a drug addiction will serve a mandatory
six··month gaol term and drug traffickers who do not
suffer from drug addiction may receive a suspended
sentence. The provision is not in line with the
recommendations of the Penington inquiry, which
was a smokescreen to capture the youth vote before
the last state election.
Following the election the government failed to
adopt all the recommendations of the Penington
inquiry and did not tackle the hard task of serious
drug reform or take the harm-minimisation
approach recommended by Professor Penington. It
picked up some important recommendations but
should have accepted the package as a whole.
Professor Penington made that quite clear.
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At the time the Premier pretended he would accept
the recommendations. I believe he would have liked
to, but his backbench had major concerns about
taking the community with them, so he decided not
to go down that path although the detailed research
conducted by the Penington inquiry pointed in that
direction. When the Labor Party is in government
further inquiries will be held and those
recommendations will be taken up. The government
could have taken the courageous step and
implemented the recommendations of the Penington
inquiry. But the election was over and the
government saw no need to accept them. As we now
know, the Premier has moved his attention from the
youth vote to the country vote, because that is where
he must direct his attention.
I refer to a letter about the gaoling of small-time
criminals with drug addictions, a condition that is
often the precursor to crime. If drug addiction is not
addressed properly and initially, the time addicts
spend in prison will have an undesirable effect.
Once the addiction is addressed and people have
access to intensive rehabilitation, crimes may not be
committed. But that does not seem to concern this
government; it wishes only to demonstrate that it is
being tough on criminals. The letter of 13 May to the
shadow Attorney-General from Nigel Dick,
chairman of Odyssey House Victoria, states:
Our particular concern relates to clause 18Q of the bill
which together with the repeal of section 28 of the
Sentencing Act restricts the discretion of the court to
assist the rehabilitation of an offender who it assesses
as being suitable to being offered treatment.
Odyssey's experience shows it is often more difficult to
treat a drug abuser who has spent time in jail than to
treat one who fears the unknown prospect of a jail term.
We understand that others in the field share our
concern and we ask that the second reading be
adjourned before a vote is taken to enable community
discussion and the submission of argument to the
minister before Parliament makes a final decision.

The government is not interested in consultation on
the bill; it is interested only in consultation with the
Herald Sun. Nigel Dick raises serious concerns. As
mentioned in the Penington inquiry, we know that
prisoners have easy access to drugs. If drug sales
cannot be restricted in prison it is unlikely that
restricting them in the community will be successful.
The provisions in the bill will mean that a small-time
criminal with a drug addiction who goes to gaol will
have a better prospect of buying drugs and having
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drugs pushed upon him or her with no prospect of
drug rehabilitation.
If it is serious about reducing crime, particularly
drug addiction, the government must address first
the problem of people who unfortunately have drug
habits and therefore commit crimes to maintain
those habits. The bill does not do that. It is of grave
concern to the opposition that the recommendations
of the Penington inquiry were ignored initially last
year and again in this bill. It demonstrates how the
government is keen to set up a smokescreen because
of the problems it is currently experiencing. It is not
serious about making major changes.

I turn to changes to the Children and Young Persons
Act. It is important that children and young people
are given a second chance and that they do not live
in fear of going to prison. Young people take risks
because that is part of growing up. Governments
must ensure that the taking of risks does not reduce
seriously their future opportunities. The bill does not
prevent children and young people from going to
gaol instead of youth training centres. Many judges
simply give suspended gaol sentences. Under this
bill, a breach of a suspended sentence will
automatically result in a gaol term unless
exceptional circumstances exist. But exceptional
circumstances do exist for most people who commit
crimes. Young people do not set out on a path of
crime; it is usually because of exceptional
circumstances in their history.
The Children and Young Persons Act was originally
put in place to acknowledge that children and young
people should be dealt with differently from adults
when crimes have been committed. It is important
that the government ensures that when young
people commit crimes they do not end up in adult
gaols instead of youth training centres. As we know,
the focus of youth training centres is different from
the focus of gaols. They concentrate on
rehabilitation, giving young offenders a second
chance, looking at the reasons why they have
committed crimes in the first place and attempting
to address the underlying causes. It would be an
absolute tragedy if young people ended up in gaol
simply because this government made a mistake
with this legislation.
MI5 Wade interjected.

Ms KOSKY - The Attorney-General interjects
that the government never makes mistakes. I am
sure the Minister for Conservation and Land
Management has a problem. The government makes
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mistakes but pretends it does not. There has beer. a
lot of that this week. Often government members
cannot recollect what happened in the past - they
either lose memos or they have never seen them, so
they say!
Magistrates must be trusted; they know the details
of cases more than the general public. They know
the circumstances of why people commit crimes.
They understand the background to the crimes and
the law in great detail. They hand down sentences
on the basis of all the information that is before them
rather than relying on a few questions that appear in
the Herald Sun.
The most tragic crimes are reported in the
newspaper, those over which there may be some
question mark regarding sentencing. However,
people do not read about the bulk of crimes and
sentences or the consequences of gaol terms and
other orders that may have been placed on the
people who commit crimes. Members of the general
community are not in a good position to make
decisions about the types of sentences that should be
given for particular crimes because they do not
know the full details and circumstances.
It is distressing that the government does not have
the trust in the magistracy it should have. The
government does not realise that the magistracy will
always apply the penalties it believes to be the most
appropriate in the circumstances. A number of
magistrates have conveyed their concern about the
process involving the Herald Sun and the path the
Attorney-General is taking. They are concerned that
they have not been consulted and that there has been
a general public assault, often led by the
government, on the penalties dished out by
magistrates.

In summary, I support the amendments of the
shadow Attorney-General, the honourable member
for Niddrie. The government should be consistent in
what it does. If it wants to consult, it should consult
widely and not only on sentencing. If it wants to
consult, it should consult thoroughly and not by
conducting a poll through the Herald Sun.
The government should do detailed research and
consult with a wide range of groups including the
Law Institute of Victoria and those groups that
understand the law in far more detail than the
general public. It should consult with members of
ethnic communities, who may not read the Herald
Sun and may not have the written language skills
necessary to fill in questionnaires.
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The government should consult in a detailed fashion
and not just ask \:he questions that will give it the
answers it wants to hear. I hope it will not become
the practice of the government to distribute
questionnaires only through the Herald Sun. I hope
this is the begiruting of more thorough consultation
by the government because that has not been the
trend in the past.
Again I point out that the government should take
seriously the recommendations of the Penington
inquiry. Inquiries should not be set up only when
the government wants to create a smokescreen. The
government should take seriously the consultations
of the Penington inquiry and should adopt its
recommendations in full so that in future there will
be a reduced number of people in prisons following
a reduction in the amount of drugs on the street and
in the number of drug addicts.
It is extremely important for young people that drug
intake and drug pushing on our streets be reduced
so the future offers them some hope and some
chance, rather than the likelihood of ending up in
gaol through engaging in risky behaviour such as
criminal activity to feed addictions. It would be a
shame if that were the case.

Mr McARTHUR (Monbulk) - What an exercise
in hypocrisy the Labor Party is engaged in! The
honourable member for Altona said the government
should accept in full, word for word, every one of
the recommendations of the Penington inquiry on
drugs but that it should not accept any of the results
of the sentencing surveys. When it comes to
consultation, the opposition wants the government
to listen only when the opposition likes the answers.
The opposition does not like the government to
listen when the opposition finds the results of
consultation unacceptable and politically
unpalatable - that is, when it does not like the
results. That is not unusual behaviour on the part of
the Labor Party or the honourable member for
Niddrie - in fact, it is the norm for him. I will
return to that point later on.

I would like to bring a slightly different perspective
to the debate. I do not come to the debate as a lawyer
or with any expertise in sentencing. My background
is that of the ordinary man in the street. I grew up in
the bush. I have done blue-collar and white-collar
jobs. I have worked for bosses, and I have been a
boss. I have lived in the country, and I have lived in
the city. I am just like the people who read the Herald
Sun. I would like to bring that perspective to the
debate.
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I see no problem with the consultation the
government has undertaken in developing the
legislation. There is nothing wrong with the
consultation to date. It is welcome. In the run up to
the 1996 election the Attorney-General stated plainly
and publicly that she would undertake
wide-ranging consultation on sentencing issues after
the election, which is indeed what she did. In its
criticism of that consultation, the Labor Party has
targeted one aspect only: the survey distributed
through the Herald Sun to which around 40 000
people responded. That should be described as a
wide-ranging response. I would imagine not
everybody was absolutely rational in responding
and some responses should be taken with a grain of
salt, but in general that survey can be relied on.
There will be an extreme element in any debate. If
the 10 per cent at either end of the response curve is
chopped out - that is, if the 10 per cent of the
respondents that would not do anything and the
10 per cent that believes everybody is a victim and
all offenders should be hanged or put in stocks is
put aside - the response to that Herald Sun survey
can be seen as fairly reasonable.

Honourable members interjecting.
The ACfING SPEAKER (Mr Perrin) - Order!
The previous member was heard in silence and the
honourable member for Monbulk should be heard in
silence, too.
Mr McARTHUR - Thank you, Mr Acting
Speaker. The reasonable response represented by
those of the 40 OOO-odd respondents who fell within
the normal curve should be listened to not only by
Parliament but also by the judiciary. That was but
one part of the consultative phase the
Attorney-General initiated following the 1996
election. In conjunction with the Victorian
Community Council Against Violence she held a
series of public meetings around the state and
targeted focus groups to examine sentencing issues.
She has not ignored the judiciary. A Crown
prosecutor, a senior officer of the court, conducted
detailed surveys and interviews with more than
100 judges across the state.

The judiciary's voice has not been ignored. It has
been canvassed widely and in great detail by the
Attorney-General. The opposition has chosen to
ignore that, and the honourable member for Niddrie
failed to mention that in his attack on the
consultative process. He supports everything
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Professor Penington recommends but ignores the
results of the survey. The hypocrisy is plain to see.
I know the honourable member for Niddrie is a little
fragile today. I understand he celebrated last night,
perhaps prematurely, something he does not yet
have and is unlikely to get. A case of premature
adjudication!
We can forgive the honourable member that fragility
if he can take on board the results of the surveys and
the outcomes of the consultations the
Attorney-General has undertaken with Victorians with the men and women in the street, the experts
and those who have a vested interest, the mums and
dads, the focus groups, and those who wish to be
protected from burglary and attack.
The opposition criticised the fact that the survey was
published in the Herald Sun. It does not like the fact
that 40000 people responded to the invitation to
complete the questionnaire. The honourable member
for Niddrie criticised it roundly as a stunt, as
appealing to the lowest common denominator and
the redneck element; yet the Herald Sun is the most
widely read newspaper in Victoria. It is read by a
cross-section of Victorians. That is easily measurable,
even for the honourable member for Niddrie.
The honourable member for Altona told us about
her expertise and skills in research. I am sure the
Herald Sun would provide her with a customer
profile and tell her where its readers come from, the
professional mix of its readers and their strata of
society. She would find the range of readers is
broad. But the honourable member for Niddrie says
that is not good enough. He wants something better
than the Herald Sun reader - perhaps more
up-market citizens. He thinks Herald Sun readers are
a little too 'everyday'; he wants the intellectual elite
who consult the Age as their font of wisdom. He is
engaging in the age-old Labor Party stunt, the
intellectual elitism, the appeal to academia, the
bleeding-hearts 'We know best' attitude. He does it
consistently. He says he cares about the things that
affect the ordinary man and woman, but I ask
honourable members to judge him by his actions.
When he wants an opinion he does not go to
Footscray or North Melbourne but goes off to the Ivy
League and gets one that is politically safe.
The house should strongly support what the
Attorney-General did in the consultative process.
She genuinely asked Victorians what they thought.
Some of the reactions were interesting. I can
understand that judges and courts are sensitive
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because, after all, any criticism of or examination of
sentences is, by implication, a criticism of their
performance. Stories appear in the Age with
headings like '''We know best", says top judge'. As a
general rule I agree with that sentiment. The judges
and magistrates know best in matters of sentencing,
but that does not mean they get it right all the time
or that the government, Parliament, or the people of
Victoria - and we are, after all, the voice of the
people of Victoria - are not entitled to vary the
parameters around sentencing or the range of
sentences available to the courts. It will still be left to
the court to decide individual sentences
independently.
This legislation in no way impinges on the
independence of the magistrate or judge to make up
his or her mind about a sentence for an individual
crime or group of crimes. It simply changes the
options available to the judiciary in a case. There is
nothing wrong with that, in principle, and it should
be supported by all honourable members. It is not an
attack on the independence of the judiciary. It does
not undermine the separation of powers doctrine in fact, it builds on it, if anything. This is a
demonstration of the fact that Parliament can
legislate and the judges can interpret. Let them do so.
I am also surprised that some of the more sensitive
members of the judiciary see this as a personal attack
on them. I do not recall hearing or seeing anywhere
in the press or in interviews she has done the
Attorney-General attacking or criticising any
member of the judiciary. Yet she has been the
recipient of personalised attacks by some members
of the judiciary who have described her as the worst
Attorney-General the state has seen. There is nothing
general about that attack; it is not an attack on the
government but a targeted attack on the
Attorney-General. If she were to respond in kind
and nominate a judge, to say he or she was a
disgrace or reprehensible or a dreadful judge, there
would be outrage, just as there would be outrage if
she attacked an independent decision by a judge.
I suppose the judges would then justifiably claim
that as an interference in their independence, but
they have no difficulty attacking the
Attorney-General, the government or Parliament.
They sit with the same privileges and protections;
their comments are privileged. They launch
broadsides which they expect to remain
unanswered. It is a case of the shrinking violet
syndrome; they feel a little too sensitive.
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Judges have a respected and important place in the
scheme of things. They are entitled to their
independence and to respect. They should not,
however, as a group or as independents feel
personally or collectively threatened by legislation
that changes the parameters of sentencing. It is the
prerogative of government and Parliament to set
and change the rules from time to time. The
legislation should not be seen as an attack on the
judiciary.
The reasons for the legislation are clear, as is the
background to the development of the legislation.
The general support in the community for this
legislation is absolutely clear. Nobody out there in
Footscray, North Melbourne, Montrose or Boronia is
screaming about this legislation.
I shall digress from what I said earlier to deal with
one matter. The honourable member for Niddrie
criticised the Premier's call for a separate offence of
arson causing death and its inclusion in this
legislation. The Premier's call for that separate
offence came following the Dandenong Ranges
bushfire of 21 January. All those fires occurred
within my electorate. The government has good
reason to believe all five fires were deliberately lit.
Unfortunately, nobody has yet been charged with
that offence or offences, but many people suffered
serious damage and loss as a result of the fires and
three people lost their lives.
It is perfectly reasonable and valid for Parliament
now to say that there should and will be an offence

called arson causing death, so if somebody
deliberately lights a fire that causes another person's
death, whether it be a bushfire, factory fire or house
fire, the person can be charged with that offence, not
just with manslaughter or criminal damage. That is
perfectly sensible and is strongly supported by
many people who live in the area affected by the
fires. It has been generally supported by people I
have spoken to about this matter, and I am sure the
people feel affronted by the attacks of the
honourable member for Niddrie and his comments
in this house two days ago when he said he would
be willing to defend the person charged with
lighting those fires and believed he could have that
person cleared.
I do not imagine the people who live in my
electorate would welcome the comment made by the
honourable member for Niddrie. It was an affront to
the memory of people who suffered on 21 January,
three of whom died. It was an outrageous crime
perpetrated against the community. I hope the
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person who committed the crime is caught and
convicted. Of course, this new offence will not apply
to that person but to those who commit that offence
after the legislation is proclaimed.
The people of my area strongly support the
legislation in general and this prOvision particular. It
is being included as a result of the Premier's
initiative, and the Attorney-General's acceptance of
that initiative is sensible and is welcomed.
Mr Hulls - On a point of order, Mr Acting
Speaker, in relation to the comments that have just
been made by the honourable member, if he were to
look at the Hansard report - The ACTING SPEAKER - Order! I want a point
of order. I do not want a personal explanation.
Mr Hulls - On the point of order, in relation to
the comments made by the honourable member
when he suggested I said I would be happy to
represent - The ACTING SPEAKER - Order! No, that is a
personal explanation. Unless the honourable
member comes to the point of order, I will cease to
hear him.
Mr Hulls - The point of order is that the
honourable member for Monbulk has grossly
misrepresented what I said. On that particular
occasion I was referring to the Premier
jeopardising - The ACTING SPEAKER - Order! This is a
personal explanation. I ask the honourable member
to take his seat.
Mr McARTHUR - Before I was interrupted I
was saying that the general thrust of the legislation
is good, and it will be welcomed by the broader
community. The actions of the Labor Party during
this debate will expose it for the hypocritical group it
is!
Mr MICALLEF (Springvale) - I shall not
comment at length on the previous speaker's
contribution because I do not think it added
anything to the debate. He had a bit of a gripe and
got it off his chest, and we can now get on with the
debate.
I strongly support the amendment moved by the
shadow Attorney-General. I question why we need
these new laws and the premise of the legislation,
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which was introduced after an ad hoc survey held in
the Herald Sun - a populist beat-up. I do not believe
that sort of survey is a proper basis for research or
sounding out community attitudes in an endeavour
to form a policy or develop a strategy to deal with
these serious issues. That was not a sensible way to
go.
The system in place has a lot of problems.
Honourable members have heard a lot about Pauline
Hanson's attitude. You do not have to be Pauline
Hanson to be a racist - she takes a populist
approach to many issues. A system can be racist,
and I believe the Victorian system shows racist
tendencies. That is demonstrated by the fact that the
offenders who are handed the largest sentences by
our courts come from the lower socioeconomic
groups in society. In many cases they come from
non-English-speaking backgrounds. People such as
Victor Borg from the Ethnic Communities Council
are not backward in criticising the system, the police,
the judges and the magistrates for the types of
sentences handed out to people of
non-English-speaking backgrounds or from low
socioeconomic groupings.
I would have thought that the Attorney-General
would have dealt with those issues by introducing
an education program to look at the way the
judiciary operates and to try to correct the imbalance
and the disproportionate way the courts and the
legal system work in this state. Instead, her knee-jerk
reaction was to put a survey in the Herald Sun. It was
disgraceful!
Putting people in gaol compounds social disasters
because it tends to turn young people into criminals.
In many cases that occurs because, as a result of
federal government cutbacks, they are unable to get
interpreter services or legal aid. The system is biased
in that sense. Instead of looking at ways of keeping
people out of gaol there is a knee-jerk approach to
putting them in gaol for a longer period.
Why not have a comprehensive approach to law and
order by introducing preventive education
programs? Not only are good detection, proper
penalties and rehabilitation programs needed, but
drug law reform is also required as part of that
process. It is absolute nonsense to put a person in
gaol for smoking cannabis, and people all over
Australia, including the police, are beginning to
question that approach.
There is a much more enlightened debate going on
in Australia about this issue. We in Australia are
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lucky to be having this debate because in the United
States there is zero tolerance of these types of issues.
Americans do not seem to understand that drugs are
a health and social problem rather than a criminal
problem, and should be dealt with in that way.
The government's cutting back of support services
for the community has brought larger numbers of
people before the courts. It is most important that
the government take some of the responsibility for
the breakdown in law and order.
On 12 May the Age published an article about

drug-addicted offenders having to serve a period in
gaol before receiving treatment. To put
drug-addicted offenders in gaol for six months
before they are able to receive treatment is the most
ridiculous proposition I have ever heard.
The Attorney-General should look at herself for
going down that track. She is out of step with all the
law enforcement agencies and with all in this
country who understand the issues. By doing that
the Attorney-General will encourage young people
to become part of the drug culture in gaol. I inform
the Attorney-General that 70 per cent of intravenous
drug users in gaols end up suffering from
hepatitis C. This measure will ensure that those
people become part of the overall health problem
because when they are released they will pass on
their good news to other intravenous drug users.
A massive hepatitis C problem is spreading through
the community and cutting across the wonderful
work done in the 1980s on HIV / AIDS. Australia has
led the world with its harm minimisation program.
At 5 o'clock on the last day of the session we do not
need this arrant nonsense. If you do not have a good
look at yourself, Attorney-General, withdraw the
legislation, chuck it in the rubbish bin and come
back next session with something sensible, you will
do the community a lot of harm. I am serious; I have
never been more serious in my life.
I am a member of the Drugs and Crime Prevention
Committee. Members of the government are also on
the committee, which has been doing wonderful
work collecting evidence from around the country.
To come back to this nonsense is just too much to
take. The Attorney-General should have a good look
at herself.
An article in the Age of 15 May 1997, written by John

Fitzgerald, is probably one of the best articles on
drugs I have read. The highlighted paragraph at the
beginning of the article says:
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Attempts to deal with illegal drug use must avoid
strategies that just shift, rather than solve, the problem.

ensure that group gets a fair amount of education on
the issue.

All you are doing, Attorney-General, is shifting the
problem from your backyard to mine, and bugger
the consequences! That is exactly what is happening
under the legislation.

About three weeks ago I had the opportunity to visit
Cabramatta, where there have been major drug
problems and where John Newman, the New South
Wales politician, was shot and killed. I met John
Newman some years ago. Although the electorate of
Cabramatta is similar to mine in many ways, I think
the drug problem there is far worse than the drug
problem in Victoria. In conjunction with the
community the police initiated camera surveillance
programs and increased the police presence in the
area, but that has not worked. Police Superintendent
Cavanagh, who is in charge of the Cabramatta
district, has said police no longer book low-level
heroin users who are caught by the surveillance
cameras buying heroin on the streets. He said the
reason is that the courts were being clogged up with
cases involving people charged with drug trafficking
and drug use, which was tying up 30 of the district's
90 police each day. It was just crazy.

The newspaper article hits the nail on the head:
The proposed changes to sentencing laws make it more
likely that drug users will be reclassified by the courts
to become drug traffickers. This may provide
short-term political gains, but there will be long-term
negative consequences.

Classifying drug users as big-time drug traffickers is
nonsense. Small time drug users become drug
traffickers to pay for their habits. Heroin costs
around $20 a cap these days, and some users need to
make money from trafficking to pay for three, four
or five hits a day. Every drug user is a potential
trafficker.
Young people get caught up in the process. Recent
newspaper articles have reported that 14 to
16-year-old Vietnamese youths are involved in the
drug trade. I find that sort of reporting offensive. I
do not believe drugs are a problem in anyone
community alone; they are a problem right across
the board. Look at what happened two weeks ago at
Glen Eira College, where surveillance cameras
caught students using drugs. We have to recognise
that the drug problem extends not only right across
Australia but right around the world. It is the second
biggest industry after the arms industry. Those who
believe it will go away, that increasing sentences for
small time users and pushers will fix the problem,
are living in cloud-cuckoo-land. It is just nonsense to
go down this road.
Schools must be given proper resources. I recently
spoke to a principal of a school in my electorate from
which a heroin user had been expelled. That
obviously helped push that person into the drug
culture. I was pleased to hear the Minister for
Education acknowledge that problem in the answer
he gave to a question without notice the other day.
Some elements in the government are starting to
understand that someone who has had that sort of
experience or who has been targeted by the police
can be pushed right into the drug culture. The police
in my area have done a magnificent job, but youth
workers are saying the police are unnecessarily
singling out some groups in the area from
non-English-speaking backgrounds. We need to

Another strange strategy involves police booking
people on needle exchange programs. Using clean
needles stops the spread of hepatitis C and HIV. We
need to educate the police to make sure they
augment the harm minimisation program rather
than counter it. We need to spend more time and
more resources dealing with issues such as those. As
I said, the Drugs and Crime Prevention Committee
will examine the situation in countries such as
Holland, which has effective laws and an effective
police program. I hope we will come back with ideas
for a system that is effective, tolerant and
discretionary in its application.
The one thing on which we all agree is that we have
a serious, long-term problem that we need to come
to terms with. If we work together in a bipartisan
way we can come up with some effective strategies.
Western Australia has introduced a court diversion
process under which offenders go back into the
community on rehabilitation programs rather than
being sent to gaol. The government has to look at
ways of dealing with youth unemployment,
including improved training programs, rather than
focusing on a stupid, knee-jerk reaction which will
not achieve the desired result but which will set the
clock back 20 years.
Or DEAN (Berwick) - I did not intend to speak
on the bill because I wanted to give the opportunity
to other government members who were keen to
speak. There are some matters raised by members of
the opposition that need to be corrected, as is so
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often the case whenever there is a debate in this
place on a matter of major public importance. Maybe
I am wrong, but my impression is that the
opposition's main objective seems to be not to clarify
the issues but to confuse them and to avoid
answering the essential questions and facing up to
the hard realities. Some of the things opposition
members said were so atrociously wrong and so
contrary to the truth about the bill that somebody
needs to pick them up.
It was made clear that the survey would not be a

mathematical McNair poll. Can you imagine
anything more ridiculous than going out and doing
a McNair poll on some mathematical calculation and
then being told - presumably by the communitythat because you had gone to the trouble of doing a
mathematical poll you were therefore obliged not to
use your own initiative to determine sentences but
to pick up exactly what the McNair poll said? In
other words, it would be a case of adopting a policy
by poll. Nothing could be more ridiculous, and I do
not recall the previous government implementing
such nonsense.
The government said it would consult as widely as
possible. How could a government consult more
widely than to consult 40 000 people? It was an
extraordinary effort. The vehicle used was probably
the only vehicle that could pOSSibly be used to reach
so many people. The coalition did exactly what it
said it would do - it consulted widely with the
public using the most likely vehicle that would reach
the most people. It gave the public probably the first
opportunity it has ever had to express an opinion.
That is part of the process - 40 000 people had the
right to sit down, think about sentencing, work out
the principles and actually participate. It was not the
select few who already think they know what it is all
about; it was members of the public who have a
great interest in what happens in the criminal
system.
The other misreading peddled by the opposition is
that that was the only process undertaken. But other
processes were put in place at the same time.
Consultation took place with all the magistrates and
professional bodies through the Office of the
Director of Public Prosecutions. It obtained opinions
from the professionals, because they are involved in
the process of crirninallaw and have a specialist
viewpoint. There was also a process of bringing
together community groups to participate in
discussion groups in the country and the city. They
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were asked for their opinions on the best outcomes
for the community on sentencing.
Therefore, first there was the outright survey of as
many members of the public as possible, then the
roving discussion groups throughout the country
that picked up information from every geographical
location throughout the state. There was
consultation with each of the professional bodies
and the magistrates. I do not see how the
government could have gone further than that.
Anyone who suggests the government could have
done more than that is simply talking through his
hat.
It is extraordinary the way the opposition gets its
logic mixed up. It first accused the government of
not taking into account the responses of the 40 000
people who took part in the survey and then said
what an outrage it was to have a knee-jerk reaction
and adopt what the 40 000 people said. The
opposition did not seem to be able to work out
whether or not it wanted to follow the survey
response.
I shall outline the actions of a proper and creative
government. After wide public consultation the
government says, 'We are elected to be leaders and
to decide the level of criminal sanction. Having
consulted, we will now make up our mind as a
government'. And that is exactly what was done.
The impressions created by the surveys and the
results accumulated and modelled by an
independent source were taken into account along
with all the other processes governments must take
into account when making decisions.
The opposition wants it both ways. It says, 'You
should have taken into account the results of the
survey and made that the knee-jerk reaction to your
legislation' and 'You should not have held the
survey and you should have ignored the result'.
Both alternatives are totally inappropriate. The
opposition also completely misunderstood the
process about section 28 being repealed. It gave the
impression that the object of the repeal was to put
people in gaol immediately and, as a consequence,
do away with suspended sentences. What total and
absolute nonsense.
Suspended sentences exist, as they always have, for
those who are involved in drugs and criminal
activity. All that happened in relation to section 28
was that a new and creative way was introduced of
rehabilitating people who would be sentenced to up
to 12 months imprisonment. Therefore, when people
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fall into a category where the sentence could be up
to 12 months, new section 5 gives them an
opportunity to obtain rehabilitation. Certainly they
go into gaol, but they do so to obtain the
rehabilitation that has been introduced in gaols. If
the opposition had taken the trouble to look it would
have discovered that a new rehabilitation unit has
been created in Bendigo. The offenders concernedthey are probably first-time offenders - have the
option when they go to gaol of immediately going
into a rehabilitation program. In addition, their
sentences will be reduced if they agree to enter into
or continue their rehabilitation in an approved
training process outside the gaol.
Therefore, instead of just throwing people into gaol
for whatever period and hoping the deterrent effect
will work, the new system says, 'You go into gaol
but will immediately take part in rehabilitation.
Your sentence will be reduced if you undertake
further training outside the gaol when you leave'. If
that is not a creative response in line with Turning
the Tide, I do not know what is. It is a shame the
removal of section 28 was mistakenly seen in a
vacuum without looking at the rest of the bill.
The opposition said Professor Penington did not
agree with the amendments to the Sentencing Act. In
fact, Penington himself said he thought the
rehabilitative approach was the proper approach.
He said the changes in the sentencing laws should
implement tougher laws for traffickers and those in
the commercial sector, but a rehabilitation program
with the community-based order provisions - the
replacement for section 28 - is the proper way to
proceed.
I refer to Professor Penington's article in the Age of
16 May where he sets out his reasons for agreeing
with the legislation. He states:
In any legislation of this kind with a bearing on how

the courts will interpret, there is no doubt that the
Attorney-General has moved in accord with the
recommendations of the Drug Advisory Council.

How on earth can the opposition ignore an article by
Professor Penington himself, saying in his own
words that the bill is in accord with the Premier's
Drug Advisory Council recommendations?
The honourable member for Niddrie quoted left,
right and centre from all corners of the globe and all
publications but somehow missed that particular
quote. It is a great shame when an issue as important
as this is to the community is so misrepresented by a
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party that is saying to the public that at some stage it
would like to be the government - 'We would like
to be the people to make the decisions that reflect
your needs and your requirements'. The opposition
has not only ignored the community's response but
has purposely misrepresented what the government
did and then totally misrepresented the bill in an
effort to create an untrue picture.
The government has said this so many times that it
is hard to believe the opposition will ever change its
ways, but I will persist the opposition should face
up to some of the realities. For example, it should
face up to the fact that the public does have some
rights in the criminal justice system. The system was
set up for the public. It is the public that holds the
greatest stake in that system because it protects the
public and sets the lowest common denominator of
acceptable conduct.
To say, as the opposition has, that the public should
be cut out of that process, that it is not part of the
process, and that the opposition has some
whiz-bang view of the criminal justice procedure
shows that it is not fit to govern this state.
Mr LANGDON (lvanhoe) - I would like to add
to the debate on the Sentencing and Other Acts
(Amendment) Bill and in doing so agree with the
comments of the honourable member for Niddrie.
The bill amends the Sentencing Act, the Drugs,
Poisons and Controlled Substances Act, the Bail Act,
the Children and Young Persons Act and the Crimes
Act. The opposition is well aware that the
community is interested in reforms to effect fair
sentencing so that the sentence reflects the severity
of the crime.
The government conducted a survey in the Herald
Sun that attracted approximately 40 000 surveys - I
say 'surveys' rather than 'respondents' because there
was no control over how many people filled out the
survey. That is one reason why it is flawed.
Earlier, the honourable member for Monbulk
described the survey as excellent and compared it
with the Pennington drug inquiry. It is beyond belief
that the honourable member could compare a
survey in the Herald Sun with the work done and the
expertise displayed by the Premier's Drug Advisory
Committee. I cannot believe the honourable member
for Monbulk would make such an outrageous
statement - but he did.
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Did the government survey the readers of any other
newspapers? No! The government does not like the
Age because of its editorial policy; it is on the record
as bucketing the Age whenever possible. However,
Age readers who may not read the Herald Sun have
every right to complete such a survey.
Did the government conduct any survey in the
ethnic newspapers? No! The government ignored
people of many nationalities who read the ethnic
newspapers. Many members of the community do
not read the Herald Sun, but they were totally and
utterly ignored by the government.
Local community newspapers are the most-read
newspapers in the state. People tend to trust local
community newspapers more than the dailies. If the
government had been serious about conducting a
proper survey it would have conducted one through
the local community newspapers.
Can such a survey be relied upon in the light of its
response being based purely on people wishing to
respond? Imagine the opposition surveying the
views of the community on Parliament and the
behaviour of honourable members. We would all be
out of a job! That might be an extreme example, but
random surveys attract all sorts of answers. When I
was a councillor, I found that if one wanted to
protect a park a survey should commence with a
question about whether people wanted
development on the park. Such a survey would
attract three times as many responses as a survey
that merely asked whether people were happy with
the park. The results of surveys depend upon how
the questions are framed.
The government survey was flawed from the word
go because it picked up on only one aspect of the
community's views. Granted, the Herald Sun has a
wide readership, but not the state's total readership.
The government admits that. Out of the 40 000
responses it got, it randomly chose 3080 - an
exceptionally low figure -less than 10 per cent of
the responses. Did the government tell the Herald
Sun readers that it would be conducting a random
survey of the survey? I suspect not. The government
owes an apology to the 37 000 people who
responded to the survey but were disregarded. The
government should write to them explaining what
occurred. The survey contained none of those details.
Because of the way the government handled my
defeat of a former minister I have had a temporary
electorate office. It is tucked away in a little
shopping centre on the fringe of my electorate.
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Perhaps people could not find my office, but not one
person came in off the street expressing views about
the survey. I was offered an office in the Eltham
electorate. Perhaps I should have taken it. There
might be more activity in Bill Forwood's Eltham
office! Because it was a 20-minute drive from my
electorate, I thought I should stay where I was. Like
the former member, I could choose to live outside
my electorate and not give it any consideration
whatsoever - but that's another story.
The honourable member for Berwick referred in
detail to the Penington report, many of the
recommendations in which have been ignored. The
opposition has moved a reasoned amendment to try
to have them adopted. I do not like using what has
become the report's nickname - the council's full
title is the Premier's Drug Advisory Council. I notice
that most speakers on the government side do not
refer to the report in those terms. You would have
thought that if the Premier received a report from
his own advisory council it would have been
adopted, 100 per cent - but it has not been.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr LANGDON - The opposition supports the
principles governing the sentencing guidelines in the
Sentencing Act, but it has considerable concerns
with the government's decision to conduct a survey
through the Herald Sun and the way the results have
been used, as well as other matters. Those concerns
were expressed by the honourable member for
Niddrie.
Recently, I had a visit from a lawyer who is
concerned about the bill. He does not want to be
named, and I shall respect his wishes. He outlined in
considerable detail his numerous worries. I am not a
lawyer, therefore I accept his advice on such matters.
An honourable member interjected.
Mr LANGDON - There probably are too many
of them around! However, there are some exceptions,
and the honourable member for Niddrie is certainly
one. The lawyer is familiar with the law on burglary
and other crimes. He has pointed out the problems
associated with the expression 'reckless burglar'. If a
someone breaks into a house to burgle it and a
person is asleep in the house, which is something he
may not have known, the burglar will commit a
greater offence than he would have if nobody had
been there. He puts the absurd proposition that a
burglar would have to first knock on the door to
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ensure that no-one was asleep in the house so he
could be sure of not committing reckless burglary!
I am sure burglars can be polite, but that is
stretching credulity beyond breaking point. For
example, if our houses had been burgled at 1 o'clock
this morning when we were all here, the burglars
would have committed lesser offences - assuming
our houses were vacant - than they would have if
we had been asleep in our beds. How can a burglar
know whether someone is asleep in the house?
Obviously the intent of the bill is to create a breed of
polite burglars who will knock on the door before
entering. I hope the sleeping people are not wearing
earmuffs, because that might increase the number of
more serious offences!
I have a number of notes from the lawyer to whom I
referred, which outline his concerns. If I read them
all, as I would like to, the length of my speech would
match that of the honourable member for Niddrie.
The opposition understands there is substantial
community support for the proposed amendments,
but many people are also worried that this is the first
step in a campaign to remove judicial discretion in
sentencing. On behalf of my electors I object to the
bill, as do many people in the legal profession who
are most disturbed by it.
As an active member of Parliament I am pleased to
bring the concerns of my electors to the attention of
the house, the Parliament and, in particular, the
government. Unfortunately the government has a
habit of not listening to anybody. The fact that the
opposition picked up the seat of Ivanhoe at the last
election reflects how the local people want to be
represented. The government has undertaken very
little consultation on the bill with the judiciary, the
Law Institute of Victoria or even the Director of
Public Prosecutions.
Members of the government made a comparison
between the results of the survey conducted through
the Herald Sun and the recommendations in the
Premier's Drug Advisory Council report. They
claimed that the government had consulted
experts - I cannot remember the number, but I
think it was seven or eight. To compare the findings
of the newspaper survey with the recommendation
in the report does an injustice to all those who
committed themselves to the work that was needed
to produce the report.
The increases in penalties and sentences will serve
not only to boost the number of people in gaol but
also to prolong the time they spend there. Nothing
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in this bill or any other I have seen addresses that
problem. The community is obviously worried about
the length of the sentences criminals serve,
especially when they are released early. I regularly
read stories about that in the papers, and often I am
appalled by how early some criminals are released.
People are also worried about the police force and
related matters. My electors were upset by the
government's breaking its promise to build a district
police headquarters in West Heidelberg. I concede
that the government did not survey the local people
about building the police headquarters, but it
promised it would be built. The government says it
is serious about sentencing and associated matters,
but it should honour its other commitments. The bill
will ensure that the government can keep people in
prison longer if they commit serious crimes, as it
should. On the other hand, the government is not
undertaking the tasks it should in respect of the
police force.
Thirdly, the changes in the sentencing of
drug-addicted offenders will mean that a small-time
criminal who is addicted to drugs will serve a
compulsory minimum prison sentence of six
months, but a trafficker who does not admit to his
drug addictions could have a sentence of up to three
years in gaol suspended. That is incredible and
appalling - something the honourable member for
Niddrie covered exceptionally well.
Finally, any breaches of a suspended sentence will
be served in gaol, which may affect children. It is
beyond belief that any government would want to
put children into gaol. The recommendation of the
Premier's Drug Advisory Council should be
included. The government has quoted it regularly
but has obviously forgotten it.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member's time has expired. The time appointed
under sessional orders for me to interrupt business
has now arrived.
Debate interrupted pursuant to sessional orders.
House divided on omission (members in favour
vote no):

Ayes, 51
Andrighetto, Mr
Ashley,Mr
Burke,Ms
Clark,Mr
Coleman,Mr

McLellan,Mr
Maclellan, Mr
McNamara, Mr
Maughan,Mr
Napthine, Dr
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Davies, Ms
Dean, Dr
Dixon, Mr
Doyle,Mr
Elder, Mr
Elliott, Mrs
Finn, Mr (Teller)
Gude, Mr
Henderson, Mrs
jasper, Mr
jenkins, Mr
Kennett, Mr
Kilgour, Mr
Lean,Mr
Leigh,Mr
Lupton,Mr
McArthur, Mr
McCall,Ms
McGill,Mrs
McGrath, Mr j.F.
McGrath, Mr W.D.

Paterson, Mr
Perrin, Mr
Perton, Mr
Pescott, Mr
Peulich, Mrs
Phillips, Mr
Plowman, Mr AF.
Richardson, Mr
Rowe,Mr
Savage, Mr
Shardey, Mrs
Smith, Mr IW.
Spry,Mr
Steggall, Mr
Stockdale, Mr
Tehan,Mrs
Thompson, Mr (Teller)
Treasure, Mr
Wade,Mrs
Wells,Mr

Friday, 23 May 1997

Second reading
Debate resumed from 20 May; motion of
Mrs WADE (Attorney-General); and Mr HULLS's
amendment:
That all the words after 'That' be omitted with the view
of inserting in place thereof the words 'this house (a)
refuses to read this bill a second time until- (i) a
review of the appeals process under the Legal Aid Act
1978 has taken place; (iD the impact on the community
of lifting the interest rates that can be charged by
pawnbrokers has been assessed; and (iiD the
government enunciates a clear policy in relation to the
contracting out of services related to law enforcement
and the judiciary; and (b) is of the opinion that the
amendments proposed in the bill to the Crimes <Family
Violence) Act 1987 and the Swnmary Offences Act 1966
should be dealt with as separate bills'.

House divided on omission (members in favour vote
no):

Noes, 25
Andrianopoulos, Mr
Baker, Mr
Batchelor, Mr
Bracks, Mr
Brumby,Mr
Cameron,Mr
Campbell,Ms
Carli, Mr (Teller)
Cunningham, Mr
Garbutt,Ms
Gillett, Ms (Teller)
Hamilton, Mr
Hulls, Mr

Kosky,Ms
Langdon,Mr
Leighton, Mr
Lim,Mr
Loney,Mr
Maddigan, Mrs
Micallef, Mr
Mildenhall, Mr
Pandazopoulos, Mr
Sheehan,Mr
Thwaites, Mr
Wilson,Mrs

Amendment negatived.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.

Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.

LAW AND JUSTICE LEGISLATION
AMENDMENT BILL
The SPEAKER - Order! As the required
statement of intention has been made pursuant to
section 85(5)(c) of the Constitution Act I am of the
opinion that the second reading requires to be
passed by an absolute majority of the house.

Ayes, 51
Andrighetto, Mr
Ashley,Mr
Burke, Ms
Clark, Mr
Coleman,Mr
Davies,Ms
Dean,Dr
Dixon, Mr
Doyle, Mr
Elder,Mr
Elliott, Mrs
Finn, Mr (Teller)
Gude,Mr
Henderson, Mrs
jasper, Mr
jenkins, Mr
Kennett, Mr
Kilgour,Mr
Lean,Mr
Leigh,Mr
Lupton,Mr
McArthur, Mr
McCall,Ms
McGill,Mrs
McGrath, Mr ].F.
McGrath, Mr W.D.

McLellan,Mr
Madellan, Mr
McNamara, Mr
Maughan,Mr
Napthine, Dr
Paterson, Mr
Perrin, Mr
Perton, Mr
Pescott, Mr
Peulich, Mrs
Phillips, Mr
Plowman, Mr AF.
Richardson, Mr
Rowe,Mr
Savage,Mr
Shardey, Mrs
Smith, Mr 1. w.
Spry, Mr
Steggall, Mr
Stockdale, Mr
Tehan,Mrs
Thompson, Mr (Teller)
Treasure, Mr
Wade,Mrs
Wells,Mr

Noes, 25
Andrianopoulos, Mr
Baker, Mr
Batchelor, Mr
Bracks, Mr

Kosky, Ms
Langdon,Mr
Leighton, Mr
Lim,Mr
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Brumby,Mr
Cameron,Mr
Campbell,Ms
Carli, Mr (Teller)
Cunningham, Mr
Garbutt, Ms
Gillett, Ms (Teller)
Hamilton, Mr
Hulls, Mr
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Loney, Mr
Maddigan, Mrs
Micallef,Mr
Mildenhall, Mr
Pandazopoulos, Mr
Sheehan,Mr
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7.

Thwaites, Mr

Clause 18, lines 7 to 23, omit all words and
expressions on these lines and insert '() In section 32 of the Principal Act, after
sub-section (2B) insert-

Wilson,Mrs

"(2BA) Despite anything to the contrary in this
Act, VLA may-

Amendment negatived.
The SPEAKER - Order! I am of the opinion that
the second reading of this bill requires to be passed
by an absolute majority. As there are some voices for
the noes, I ask honourable members supporting the
motion to rise in their places.

(a) determine a limit on the total amount of
payments which may be made to a private
practitioner under this Act for a class of
matter or different classes of matters; and
(b) vary (whether by increasing or reducing the
amount of a limit) or revoke a
determination under paragraph (a) -

Required number of members having risen:
Motion agreed to by absolute majority.

and a private practitioner is not entitled to any
payment in respect of such a matter in excess
of a limit determined and in force under this
sub-section.

Read second time.
Circulated government amendments 1 to 18 as
follows agreed to:
1.

()

Clause 1, page 2, after line 13 insert "() to remove the requirement to specify a period
of duration in an intervention order and to
validate existing orders that do not specify a
period of duration;".

In section 43(2) of the Principal Act, for "a
member of a legal aid review committee or
legal aid appeal committee" substitute "an
independent reviewer".'.

In section 36(S)(b) of the Principal Act, after "for"
insert" other than a decision giving effect to a
determination under section 32(2) or
32(2BA)".'.

8.

Clause 19, page 22, line 11, after "which" insert ", and
process by which,".

9.

Clause 19, page 23, lines 2 and 3, omit "employee
solicitors for the time being of" and insert "the
practitioners who are employed by".

2.

Clause 2, line 27, omit "1997" and insert "1998".

3.

Clause 7, line S, omit all words and expressions on
this line.

10. Clause 20, line 17, before "In" insert "(1)".

4.

Clause 7, line 6, before" After" insert "(3)".

11. Clause 20, after line 24 insert -

S.

Clause 17, page 19, line 27, after "independent" insert
"reviewer" .

6.

Clause 17, page 19, after line 32 insert'() In section 41(3)(b) of the Principal Act, for ", the
members and reserve members of legal aid
review committees and the members of legal
aid appeal committees" substitute "and
independent reviewers".
()

In section 43(1) of the Principal Act -

(a) for" a member of a legal aid review
committee or legal aid appeal committee"
substitute "an independent reviewer"; and
(b) in paragraphs (a) and (b), for "such a
committee" substitute "an independent
reviewer".

'(2) In section 30(7) of the Principal Act, for
"employee solicitors for the time being of"
substitute "the practitioners who are
employed by".'.
12. Clause 28, page 33, lines 22 to 29, omit all words and
expressions on these lines and insert "they
determine that (a) a default has occurred that entitles the Crown to
terminate the agreement; or
(b) an emergency situation exists that requires such
intervention in the interests of public safety; or
(c) the contractor's operations under the agreement
are preventing or impairing the efficient (i)

detection of infringements; or

(ll) processing of infringement notices; Or
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(iii) enforcement of penalties, fines or warrants;
or

(4) Nothing in sub-section (3) affects the rights of
the parties in any proceeding for breach of an
intervention order that was dismissed before
the commencement of section 7 of the Law
and Justice Amendment Act 1997 on the
ground that the order was invalid because no
period was specified in it for which it was to
remain in force.

(iv) functioning of any court.".
13. Clause 28, page 34, lines 1 to 3, omit "the
appointment is no longer required in the interests
referred to in sub-section (1)" and insert-

6A. Supreme Court -

(a) the emergency is over; or
the contractor is able to manage the contractor's
operations under the agreement to the
satisfaction of the Ministers.".

(b)

14. Clause 28, page 38, line 17, after "contractor" insert
"or any other person".
15. Clause 28, page 38, line 27, after "contractor" insert
"or any other person".
16. Clause 28, page 39, line 16, after "sub-contractor"
insert-

limitation

Third reading
House divided on motion:

Ayes, 50
Andrighetto, Mr (Teller)

McLellan,Mr

Ashley,Mr

Maclellan, Mr
McNamara, Mr

Burke, Ms
Clark, Mr

Maughan,Mr

"; or

Coleman,Mr

Napthine, Or

(d) authorised by the Secretary to the Department
of Justice under section 1241(2)".

Dean, Dr

Paterson, Mr

Dixon, Mr

Perrin, Mr

Doyle,Mr

Perton, Mr

Elder,Mr

Pescott, Mr

17. Clause 36, line 11, omit "defacto partner" and insert
"de facto spouse".

NEW CLAUSE
18. Insert the following new clause before clause 8 -

Peulich, Mrs

Finn,Mr

Phillips, Mr (Teller)

Gude,Mr

Plowman, Mr A.F.

Henderson, Mrs

Richardson, Mr
Rowe,Mr

Jenkins, Mr
Kennett, Mr
Kilgour, Mr

Savage,Mr
Shardey, Mrs
Smith, Mr LW.

"6. Duration of order

Lean,Mr

Spry,Mr

Leigh,Mr

The Court may specify in an intervention order
a period for which the order is to remain in
force.

Lupton, Mr
McArthur, Mr

Steggall, Mr
Stockdale, Mr
Tehan,Mrs

McCall,Ms

Thompson, Mr

McGill,Mrs

Treasure, Mr

McGrath, Mr J.F.

Wade,Mrs

McGrath, Mr W.D.

Wells,Mr

inserted For section 6 of the Principal Act substitute -

(1)

Elliott,Mrs

Jasper, Mr

" AA. New section 6 substituted and section 6A

(2) An intervention order remains in force (a) for the period (if any) specified by the court
under sub-section 0), unless it is sooner
revoked by the court or reversed or set
aside on appeal; or
(b) if no period is specified in the order, until it

is revoked by the court or reversed Or set

aside on appeal.
(3) An intervention order made on or after
23 January 1995 is not, and must be taken
never to have been, invalid only because it did
not specify a period for which it was to remain
in force.

of jurisdiction

It is the intention of section 6(3) to alter or vary
section 85 of the Constitution Act 1975.".'.

Noes, 26
Andrianopoulos, Mr

Hulls,Mr

Baker, Mr

Kosky,Ms

Batchelor, Mr

Langdon, Mr

Bracks, Mr
Brumby,Mr

Leighton, Mr
Urn, Mr (Teller)

Cameron,Mr

Loney,Mr

Campbell,Ms

Maddigan, Mrs (Teller)

Carli, Mr

Micallef, Mr

Cwmingharn, Mr

Mildenhall, Mr

Davies, Ms

Pandazopoulos, Mr
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Garbutt, Ms
Gillett, Ms
Hamilton, Mr
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Sheehan, Mr
Thwaites, Mr
Wilson, Mrs

Leigh,Mr

Motion agreed to by absolute majority.

Lupton, Mr
McArthur, Mr
McCall,Ms
McGill, Mrs (Teller)

Read third time.

McGrath, Mr J.F.
McGrath, Mr W.D.

ENVIRONMENT CONSERVATION
COUNCIL BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 1 May; motion of
Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Conservation and Land
Management); and Ms GARBUTT's amendment:
That all the words after 'That' be omitted with the view
of inserting in place thereof the words 'this bill be
withdrawn and redrafted to - (a) allow the Land
Conservation Council (LCC) to complete and publish
the marine and coastal and the box-iron bark special
investigations; (b) allow for a period of consultation
with the community and key interest groups; and
(c) include amendments which provide for a guarantee
of continuing independence, budget allocations and
public participation in the investigation and
recommendation process as is currently the case with
the LCe.

House divided on omission (members in favour
vote no):

Stockdale, MYTehan, Mrs
Thompson, Mr
Treasure, Mr
Wade, Mrs
Wells,Mr

Noes, 27

Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.

1761

Andrianopoulos, Mr
Baker, Mr
Batchelor, Mr
Bracks, Mr
Brumby,Mr
Cameron, ~r (Teller)

Kosky,Ms
Langdon,Mr
Leighton, Mr
Lim,Mr
Loney, Mr
Maddigan, Mrs
Micallef, Mr
Mildenhall, Mr
Pandazopoulos, Mr
Savage, Mr (Teller)
Sheehan, Mr

Campbell,Ms
Carli, Mr
Cunningham, Mr
Davies, Ms
Garbutt, Ms
Gillett, Ms
Hamilton, Mr

Thwaites, Mr
Wilson, Mrs

Hulls, Mr

Amendment negatived.
The SPEAKER - Order! The question is:
That this bill be now read a second time, that
government amendments 1 to 12 be agreed to, that the
bill be read a third time and that it be transmitted to the
Legislative Council and their concurrence desired
therein.

House divided on question:

Ayes, 49
Ayes, 49

Andrighetto, Mr
Ashley,Mr
Burke, Ms
Clark, Mr
Coleman,Mr
Dean, Or

Andrighetto, Mr
Ashley, Mr
Burke, Ms
Clark,Mr
Coleman,Mr

McLellan, Mr (Teller)
Maclellan, Mr
McNamara, Mr
Maughan,Mr
Napthine, Or

Dean, Dr

Paterson, Mr
Perrin, Mr

Dixon,Mr

Doyle,Mr
Elder,Mr

Perton, Mr

Elliott, Mrs
Finn,Mr

Peulich, Mrs

Elder,Mr
Elliott, Mrs
Finn,Mr

Dixon, Mr

Gude,Mr
Henderson, Mrs
Jasper, Mr
Jenkins, Mr
Kennett, Mr
Kilgour, Mr
Lean,Mr

Pescott, Mr

Doyle,Mr

McLellan, Mr (Teller)
Maclellan, Mr
McNarnara, Mr
Maughan,Mr
Napthine, Or
Paterson, Mr
Perrin, Mr
Perton, Mr
Pescott, Mr
Peulich, Mrs
Phillips, Mr
Plowman, Mr A.F.

Phillips, Mr
Plowman, Mr A.F.

Gude,Mr

Richardson, Mr
Rowe,Mr

Jasper,Mr
Jenkins, Mr
Kennett, Mr

Shardey, Mrs
Smith, Mr lW.

Smith, Mr lW.

Kilgour, Mr

Spry, Mr

Spry, Mr
Steggall, Mr

Lean,Mr

Steggall, Mr
Stockdale, Mr

Shardey, Mrs

Henderson, Mrs

Leigh,Mr

Richardson, Mr
Rowe,Mr

PERSONAL EXPLANA nON

1762

ASSEMBLY

Lupton,Mr
McArthur, Mr
McCall,Ms
McGill, Mrs (Teller)
McGrath, Mr J.F.
McGrath, Mr W.D.

Tehan,Mrs
Thompson, Mr
Treasure, Mr
Wade,Mrs
Wells,Mr

Noes,27
Andrianopoulos, Mr
Baker, Mr
Batcheior, Mr
Bracks, Mr
Brumby,Mr
Carneron, Mr (Tel/er)
Carnpbell, Ms
Carli, Mr
Ctmningham, Mr
Davies, Ms
Garbutt, Ms
Gillett, Ms
Hamilton, Mr
Hulls, Mr

Kosky,Ms

Langdon,Mr
Leighton, Mr
Lim,Mr
Loney,Mr
Maddigan, Mrs
Micallef, Mr
Mildenhall, Mr
Pandazopoulos, Mr
Savage, Mr (Teller)
Sheehan, Mr
Thwaites, Mr
Wilson, Mrs

Question agreed to.
Read second time.
Circulated government amendments 1 to 12 as
follows agreed to:
1.

Clause I, line 5, after "into the" insert "balanced".

2.

Clause 6, line 4, after "are" insert "to".

3.

Clause 6, line 6, after "into the" insert "balanced".

4.

Clause 17, line 4, after "into the" insert "balanced".

5.

Clause 20, lines 17 and 18, omit "ecologically and
economically sustainable" and insert "ecologically
sustainable and economically viable".

6.

Clause 20, lines 22 to 24, omit "conserve and preserve
any areas of ecological or historical interest or
natural beauty on the land" and insert "conserve
and protect any areas of ecological, historical,
cultural or recreational value or areas of landscape
significance on the land".

7.

Clause 20, line 26, omit "parks, reserves and other
places of leisure" and insert "a comprehensive,
adequate and representative system of parks and
reserves".

8.

Clause 20, line 34, at the end of this line insert -

()
9.

the need to protect and conserve biodiversity.".

Clause 21, line 4, after this line insert -

Friday, 23 May 1997
"() If, at any time during the course of an
investigation, the Council proposes to hear
further submissions on the investigation, the
Council must cause notice that it is to hear
further submissions on the investigation to be
published in a newspaper circulating
generally throughout the State.".

10. Clause 21, line 5, after 'sub-section (1)" insert "or (2)".
11. Clause 22, line 16, after" submissions" insert" on".
12. Clause 22,line 19, omit ''3~'' and insert "60".

Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
Ms DAVIES (Gippsland West) - I wish to make
a personal explanation. I wish to advise the house
that during my address on the Appropriation Bill I
inadvertently stated that there were prep grades of
35 kids in some of the schools in my electorate. I
meant to say there are grades of 35 kids in some of
the schools. I did not intend to mislead the house
and regret the error, which was made in the heat of
the moment during spirited interjections, mainly by
the honourable member for Doncaster.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! Personal explanations
are a serious matter and honourable members have
the right to be heard in silence.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Adjournment
Mr GUDE (Minister for Education) - I move:
That the house, at its rising, adjourn until a day and
hour to be fixed by Mr Speaker, which time of meeting
shall be notified in writing to each member of the
house.

I pay tribute to the work of Eric Woodward, the
Chief Reporter of Hansard, who has decided to
retire later this year. Honourable members,
especially those who have been in this place for a
long time, would know that Eric has worked in
Hansard over a period of some 26 years. All
honourable members value his service and have
come to know him not only through his tremendous
performance as a reporter and Otief Reporter but
also as a decent man.

ADJOURNMEl'IT
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Eric h.as had a career of more than 46 years in public
service. He started with the Queensland public
service and for a time was the private secretary to
the Minister for Mines, Main Roads and State
Development. He was also a court reporter in the
Queensland State Reporting Bureau.
I am sure Eric and his wife, Joy, will derive a great
deal of pleasure from the extra time they will be able
to spend with Eric's four children and six
grandchildren. I know honourable members who
appreciate Eric's contribution will say, 'Have a great
time. Enjoy the break away from Parliament and we
will remember you with great fondness'.
Eric has a number of personal interests, some of
which honourable members in this place share: not
only the love of his family but the theatre. Eric is also
a bit of a computer buff, as I think many of us know.
And those who have a spare bottle of wine - I do
not mean only the honourable member for Morwell,
who received a nice autographed bottle of wine from
the Premier the other day - might like to assist in
the development of Eric's wine cellar. Eric is also a
keen art collector. I am sure he will take the time to
enjoy the value of his art, which would have grown
tremendously, particularly in recent years. Eric is
also fond of rugby league, which is now becoming
more of an international game and is sometimes
played in Melbourne. I am sure Eric will have a
great time in his retirement.
With those few remarks, I pay tribute to a person
who has been a real institution and a fine man in the
context of the Parliament.
Mr BATCHELOR (Thomas town) - I join with
the Leader of the House in paying tribute to Eric
Woodward. He is approaching retirement and has
served this Parliament in an excellent manner. The
department he has headed as Chief Reporter since
1991, holds him in high regard, as do other members
of Parliament.
Most honourable members are aware that Eric
carries out the role of Chief Reporter but they may
not be aware that he started work in Hansard as a
reporter as long ago as November 1971. He would
have seen tremendous change over that time.
Among my various capacities in this Parliament I
have had the privilege of working on the Library
Committee, which has a great working relationship
with Hansard.
Eric was responsible for introducing technological
change into the department and upgrading and
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quickening the pace and ability of Hansard to
supply members' greens and subsequently Daily
Hansard and weekly Hansard. The department has
undergone enormous technological change. Eric has
had the vision and foresight to ensure that the new
technology is appropriate for the parliamentary
environment. He has set in place a good
parliamentary reporting system that is
technologically appropriate. It will be a sound
department for whoever finally succeeds him as
Chief Reporter.
Members of the opposition wish Eric all the best in
his retirement with his wife, Joy. It will give him
time to enjoy his children and six grandchildren and
the odd bottle of red wine. I understand Eric is a
regular visitor to the Red Hill market and I am sure
he will be able to procure some fine
accompaniments for his wine. We wish him all the
very best and hope he has an excellent retirement.
The SPEAKER - I do not wish to repeat what
honourable members have said but simply to
reiterate that Eric Woodward has been a cheerful,
loyal member of the staff of this Parliament for a
long time. He has given enormous help to many
honourable members. One of the things his
department has done for me as a backbencher - in
fact, not only as a backbencher - and for many
others over a period is to make a decent speech out
of efforts that are not all that good. They seem to
read better than when they are delivered in the
house! Eric has very subtly done that for the benefit
of all members. Above all, Eric Woodward has been
an absolute professional, a gentleman and somebody
who is dedicated to serving this Parliament.
It has been a little over a year since Eric's heart
attack and I was delighted that once he got over it he
came back to work. I agree with the honourable
member for Thomastown that Eric can now from
time to time enjoy a bottle of red wine, which is said
to be good for the heart. I do not want to promote
Yarra Valley wines too heavily, but I wish Eric and
his family well and I hope he enjoys those interests
in his retirement.

Motion agreed to.
Remaining business postponed on motion of
Mr GUDE (Minister for Education).

ADJOURNMENT
Mr GUDE (Minister for Education) - I move:

ADJOURNMENT
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That the house do now adjourn.

Public transport: automatic ticketing
Mr BATCHELOR (Thomas town) - I refer a
matter to the attention of the Minister for Transport.
I would like him to thoroughly investigate the
continuing problems with the automatic ticketing
system. It has caused acute embarrassment to the
government because of the complete inability of the
system to be made operational according to tender
specifications.
According to the timetable set out in the tender
specifications the first phase of the system was due
to have been introduced by January 1994 and the
whole of the system by July 1995. It is now May 1997
and the January 1994 timetable is yet to be met. It is
an absolute disgrace, a debacle. One can only
sympathise with the current Minister for Transport
about the shocking legacy he was handed and
expected to make good.
I refer the minister to 13 May, the date on which I
was told seven stations on the Glen Waverley line
could not validate tickets and three stations could
not sell tickets. Even worse, the validating machines
at Parliament station were not working. It is a
debacle of the highest order. It is a repeat of
Intergraph and, unless the minister can take decisive
action and do something now, it will become a
political albatross that will bring down the minister
and the government.
Under the tender specifications the system was
required to be proven and reliable. It is neither of
those, and unless the minister is able to get on top of
the problem the sad and sorry episode will continue
week after week and month after month. The project
is years behind and is costing Victorians millions of
dollars in lost budget savings. It is a source of
embarrassment to the state around the world. Every
other major capital city has had an automatic
ticketing system in place for many years. What
prevents the government from getting the simplest
of systems installed and operating?

AGe Ltd: collection practices
Mr ROWE (Cranbourne) - I raise a matter for
the attention of the Minister for Fair Trading. I ask
the minister to investigate and take appropriate
action regarding the renewal of the licence of AGC
Ltd, which honourable members will be aware is a
finance company.

Friday, 23 May 1997

Unfortunately a Mr Paul Lynch committed suicide
in my electorate some four weeks ago. I raise this
matter at the request of and with the permission of
Paul's mum and dad, who came to see me in a
distraught state. Paul was suffering from depression,
as some young people do. He was only 25 years of
age and was going through a stage that members of
Parliament, people in the community and parents
generally find hard to understand.
Paul had attempted suicide previously and was
fortunate on that occasion that his mother found out
about the attempt and came to my office seeking
assistance. I was able to get some attention for him at
the Dandenong Psychiatric Centre. The centre
treated him, gave him a certificate for a number of
weeks off work and put him on medication.
Paul's accountant, Mr Michael Naughtan, got in
touch with Ms Alison Jennings and Mr Dennis
Wilson at AGC and advised them that Paul was
suffering from severe depression and that any
contact should be made directly with Mr Naughtan,
not Paul. AGC disregarded the advice and
continued to hound Paul to such an extent that he
committed suicide.
Paul's psychiatrist at Dandenong Psychiatric Centre
attributed more than 45 per cent of the responsibility
for pushing Paul over the edge to AGe. The
company's actions might not have been the only
factor but they certainly contributed. The attitude to
and methods of collection of finance companies in
general need to be investigated and some action
taken. This is particularly the case with AGC given
that it had been advised that Paul was suffering
severe depression and had attempted suicide.
I hope the Attorney-General takes severe action
against AGe and any finance company that adopts
similar tactics. Within 48 hours of the company
being advised of Paul's death it was demanding that
his parents pay the debt. It said they should make a
claim on Paul's superannuation to make good the
debt. AGe showed no compassion for Paul when he
was alive. It certainly showed no compassion at his
passing and no sympathy for his parents at any
time. I hope AGe will contact Mr and Mrs Lynch
and offer them a sincere apology.

Royal Exhibition Building
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
raise for the attention of the Premier the nomination
of the Royal Exhibition Building for World Heritage
listing. In January 1996 I made a case for the
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nomination of the Royal Exhibition Building for
World Heritage listing. At the time widespread
publicity was given to letters I wrote to the
newspapers. I will quote from one of the letters that
was published in the Age. It states that the building:
... is of international cultural significance as one of only
two mighty constructions left standing from the world
fairs of the 19th century - the Eiffel Tower in Paris is
the other.
It is also of cultural significance as the birthplace of one
of the world's most successful federations and
democracies.
The first Australian commonwealth parliamentary
session was held in the Great Hall on 9 May 1901. I
hope that federal Parliament will again meet in
Melbourne in 2001 to re-enact that first historic session
in the exhibition buildings.
World Heritage listing will ensure that the heritage
value of Melbourne's exhibition buildings is preserved
for future generations.

After I made that case to the then federal
government the matter was investigated by
Melbourne City Council. I am pleased to say that
following extensive investigation last Monday,
Melbourne City Council agreed to push for
nomination of the building after receiving advice
from an expert consultant.
The expert consultant has confirmed that the
Melbourne Royal Exhibition Building and Carlton
Gardens are of world Significance as a permanent
monument representing 19th century western
industrial culture; that the building is one of the few
creations deliberately intended to symbolise the
achievements of the industrial age; that the building
is the most complete surviving example of the
international exhibition building type and the only
palace of history to survive from the 19th century;
that the building and the gardens are the most
tangible expression of the international interchange
of ideas in the 19th century; and that it is one of the
few sites that represent the dramatic changes in
social, economic, technological and political
structures brought about in industrial democracies
in the 19th century. The case put by the council
endorses the fact that the Royal Exhibition Building
is of great national significance as the birthplace of
our Parliament.
I ask the Premier to support the Melbourne City
Council in its bid for World Heritage listing; he
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should aggressively pursue nomination.
Nominations with the World Heritage Council close
on 1 July each year. A nomination and decision
would be needed in the next 12 months to have the
classification in place by 2000. I ask the Premier to
use his influence with his federal colleagues to get
the Royal Exhibition Building up as the national
nomination before any similar nomination is made
of the Sydney Opera House. It is important that
Melbourne, and not Sydney with its opera house,
takes its place on the international map.

Smith Family Industries
Mr ELDER (Rip on) - I ask the Minister for
Education to request the support of the
Attorney-General in relation to operations of the
Smith Family charity and controlled entities. The
Smith Family charity is a well-known charity in our
community and is doing much good in supporting
needy individuals and families. It is, however, doing
much harm as well by costing men and women
involved in the textile industry their jobs.
Smith Family Industries is using its charitable and
tax benefit status to run a commercial woollen mill
in competition with other free enterprise entities
throughout Australia, including Hunter Douglas,
Sydney; Class Weave, Geelong; Norwellan, Stawell;
Cellar Fabrics, Sydney; Baillieu Fabrics, Queensland;
Krestell Fabrics, Western Australia; National
Textiles, Rutherford, New South Wales; Geelong
Textiles; Guesswork Woollen Mills; Austral Textiles,
Sydney; Uving Fabrics, New South Wales; and
Daytex, Daylesford.
It is undercutting prices and costing the jobs of
people it purports to care about. It is now about to
attack another sector of the market and is
negotiating to purchase 10 new Dello
needle-punching machines for use in the automotive
fabrics industry to produce bonnet and hood linings
for cars.
Its effort will be in direct competition with Melded
Fabrics at Dandenong and BTR Kennan in Preston.
That move may well lead to more job losses caused
by this commercial charity. Further, Smith Family
Industries is selling much of the clothes it gets from
its reclamation bins overseas for profit. By damaging
those clothes the Smith Family gets textile, clothing
and footwear import credits and $700 000 a year
from the federal government. The clothes could be
better used in Australia by commercial weaving
mills to respin and produce cloth; that would be real
value-adding. The mills have been told they cannot
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get access to the clothes as the Smith Family is using
them.

massages - and all done in a fun and stimulating
environment.

Smith Family Industries is aggressively poaching
staff from other mills. Recently it poached the design
and marketing manager from Guesswick Woollen
Mills; he took designs, casts and clients to the Smith
Family so it could lure clients away from Guesswick.
This charity is a commercial company that does, in
part, some charitable work. Immediate investigation
is needed to ensure it remains operating as a charity
under the charitable fundraising legislation. It
should be investigated before it costs more jobs of
Australian men and women by undercutting
commercial operators while enjoying the benefit of
its special tax status.

I am keen to ascertain which ministers, if any, took
advantage of this and why they have not declared
on their register of pecuniary interests the fact that
they received such indulgences. This is a very
important matter that ought to be investigated
immediately by the Premier.

Liberal Party: Golden Door Health Retreat
Mr HULLS (Niddrie) - I ask the Premier to
immediately investigate and report back to this
house whether any of his ministers have taken
advantage, free of charge, of the services of a Gold
Coast massage resort known as the Golden Door
Health Retreat. An inquiry must be undertaken to
ascertain whether there has been a breach of the
Members of Parliament (Register of Interests) Act
because it appears no member has declared having
received a freebie at the massage resort.
The Golden Door Health Retreat is hidden
somewhere between the Gold Coast and the
Sunshine Coast. It specialises in Swedish massages,
exotic body wraps, channel therapy, and shoulder,
head, and hair indulgences - whatever they are!
The massage resort donated some $4500 to the
Liberal Party at the last election. There is nothing
wrong with that, assuming of course that it was
donated in cash and not in kind. It is a bit unusual
for a health massage resort in Queensland to be
donating to a political party in Victoria. What is
more Wlusual, and what I am asking the Premier to
investigate, is why the Liberal Party, through its
500 Club, paid $2000 during the election campaign
to the Golden Door Health Retreat. What was it for?
Is there a secret Liberal Party massage fund?
I ask the Premier to investigate which minister or
ministers took advantage of the fund. Was it a door
prize or a booby prize? If a minister received
services from the health retreat did that minister
receive preferential treatment or was he treated like
the normal Tom, Dick and Harry would have been
treated? The fact is that this resort offers some very
interesting treatments, including facials; shoulder,
head and hair indulgences; and fabulous foot

Drugs: shooting galleries
Mr LEIGH (Mordialloc) - I direct to the
attention of the Minister for Health in another place
the call by the honourable member for Springvale
for what he called shooting galleries in Victoria. I do
not mean shooting galleries for guns but for drugs.
Because of some problems with a needle exchange
centre in the honourable member's electoratesyringes have been found lying all over the school
grounds at St Joseph's Catholic Primary School
because the problem is not being policed properlyhe has suggested that shooting galleries should be
introduced.
The honourable member for Springvale was
reported in the Oakleigh Springvale Dandenong Times
as stating:
... it could be argued that since drug users were given
syringes at needle exchange centres, they should also
be given a safe environment in which to use them.

In the same article the manager of the Dandenong
Hospital AIDS prevention and support unit,
Mr Richard Smith - who is presumably paid by the
taxpayers - is reported as welcoming the
honourable member's comments about a shooting
gallery. The article reports Mr Smith as saying:
... illegal centres operated in Kings Cross with unofficial
endorsement of police. 'The police turn a blind eye to it
because they'd rather users shoot up under informal
supervision rather than on the streets' ...

I am not sure whether Mr Smith should be
saying that on the front page of the local newspaper.
The Leader of the Opposition may come out and
endorse the suggestion by the honourable member
for Springvale, who we must understand is
advocating to the government and to a
parliamentary committee that we should set up a
place where people can use heroin or other illegal
drugs. It raises the question of whether the
honourable member will go one step further and
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suggest that these drugs be made legal. It is highly
ina ppropriate for a member of Parliament to be
advocating that such a facility be established.
The Labor Party should say whether it supports the
concept of shooting galleries. Does the fact that
so-·called shooting galleries operate in one or two
Eu:ropean countries mean we must support their
introduction here? It is well known that the
honourable member for Springvale is having
internal problems with his administration and
presumably is doing everything he can to get on the
front page of the local newspaper. He is doing a
good job of getting pUblicity.
Would it be responsible for our society to come to
the view that it wants this type of facility? I oppose
shooting galleries. The needle exchange programs certainly the one in Springvale - are not being
policed properly, and I ask the Premier to
investigate.

Arts: funding
MI5 MADDIGAN (Essendon) - I ask the
Premier to refer a serious matter of political
interference in arts funding to the Auditor-General
for a full investigation. I will also be writing to the
Auditor-General on the matter.

I refer to the Premier's extraordinary behaviour late
last year when he censored artwork by Karen
Lindner and Bruce Craig, which was displayed on
hoardings in St Kilda Road. At that time the Premier
found the questions 'Why do you contro!?' and
'Why do you fear change?' so threatening that he
had to have them covered up. I point out that, as an
art form, sign art has been around for a number of
years. One of its most famous exponents, Barbara
Kruger, came to Melbourne the following week. She
made some comments about the Premier's work:
The emperor - or whoever he is - doesn't know the
art world, he doesn't know my work. It would have
been nice for his arts commissar to have told him there
has been a strain for the last 20 years of people doing
this, and this arts student was just miming a certain
practice.
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intervention in cultural practice, and to honour this
assurance. I look forward to your response to this letter.

Things have got worse. If people in the arts
community undertake works that he considers
inappropriate or political, the Premier appears to
imply that they might be putting their funding at
risk. I refer particularly to an interview on 3A W on
8 May, when, after an exchange with a caller who
rang up about that matter, the Premier said:
It's history now. All I'm saying is, if you want sponsors,
if you want us to be able to get other people to provide
venues for young artists to display their wares - then
at the end of the day, don't be political. Just get
involved in being artistic.

There is some concern that the Premier is proposing
some sort of political interference in funding for the
arts, and I believe it is a matter that should be
investigated.

Respite care: Caulfield
MI5 SHARDEY (Caulfield) - I raise a matter for
the attention of the Minister for Health in another
place. The demographics for Caulfield show that
21.7 per cent of the local population is over the age
of 60 when the statewide average for the age group
is 15.3 per cent. Caulfield therefore has a high
proportion of people requiring aged care services.

A number of my constituents who are carers of the
sick and the elderly have told me they are eager to
gain access to a respite care program. Through its
new carer's initiative, the government provides
support to enable the sick and elderly to stay at
home; and under the new health care network plan,
the Caulfield general medical centre has a new focus
on aged care and rehabilitation. However, I ask the
minister to take action to ensure specific programs
are made available in my electorate to support carers
and the people they care for.

Schools: overseas students

At the time, the community expressed concern about
the Premier's actions. A letter was written to the
Premier by the National Association for Visual Arts:

Mr MILDENHALL (Footscray) - I raise for the
attention of the Minister for Education his failure to
properly administer the full-fee paying scheme for
overseas students in government schools. Under the
scheme overseas students are asked to pay $8000 in
up-front fees for a full year.

NAVA calls upon the Victorian state government to
give a public assurance that it does not intend to
indulge in further acts of unjustifiable political

I raise the specific case of a young Swedish national
who is doing year 11 at Elwood College. Her name is
Jenny and her legal guardian is Mrs Anderson. After
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looking around for a quality program,
Mrs Anderson settled on Elwood College. Because
there was the prospect of her being a full-fee paying
student, Jenny was treated like a VIP, until the
program started.
Mrs Anderson is most concerned, as is the student,
about the treatment she has received and the failure
of the department to act on the complaints. So far
this year Jenny has missed more than 33 classes that
have not been provided in her VCE program,
including 17 accounting classes - an area she is
very keen on. Other classes she has missed include
information technology, art and English as a second
language. The school maintains it does not have
enough casual relief teacher funds to cover the
vacancies when the classes are unable to be
conducted.
The accountancy teacher will soon be going on a
two-week camp, and Jenny is most concerned
because she will miss further classes. Unfortunately,
when the matter has been raised with the
department there has been no effective follow-up.
I ask the minister to consider refunding part of the
$4000 that has already been paid in up-front fees and
to review the administration in this area. If we are to
market this service overseas we need to deliver the
goods, and although the minister has spent a lot of
money on the formation of the scheme he needs to
devote equal resources to ensuring he can deliver
the goods. Some of the funds should be refunded
and the administration of the scheme repaired
before damage is done to the credibility of Victoria's
education reputation.

Gardiner Park sky sign
Mr DOYLE (Malvern) - The matter I raise for
the attention of the Minister for Planning and Local
Government concerns a sky sign in Gardiner Park,
Glen Iris. Over the past year I have had ongoing
discussions with the residents living around the
park in St Edmonds Grove and Clarke Street, and
also with the people who live adjacent to the
Gardiner neighbourhood house.
The sky sign is leased to Nettlefold Advertising
through an agreement under which St Kevin's
College is the beneficiary of the lease payments. The
residents have proposed to put together a
consortium for local benefit following the expiry of
the lease with the college on 31 December 1997.
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The college has written to the minister asking about
the future of the sign beyond December this year,
and I seek advice from him on two matters: firstly, if
I convened a meeting of all of the relevant playersthe City of Stonnington, the residents, St Kevin's
College and Nettlefolds - whether we could work
out an arrangement to continue the lease of the sign
and apply the moneys from the lease towards
purchasing the site, perhaps returning some funds to
St Kevin's during the next lease period and applying
them to improvements to Gardiner Park and the
small playground adjacent to the Gardiner
neighbourhood house.
The value of the sky sign has fallen over the past few
years. It was one of the first in the area but is now
one of a number of sky signs there, so it might not be
easy to dispose of in just one year or two years. I ask
the minister's advice in the first instance about
whether, if I were to bring together such a
consortium, it would be possible to purchase the
land and make improvements to the park to enable
Nettlefolds to have continuity for its investment, but
also, after an agreed period, remove the sky sign and
return the entire area to residents.
Secondly, I ask the minister what type of
amendment might be required to allow the sign to
remain for a further period, whether any different
arrangements would be required and whether the
minister foresees any problems with that. I know the
residents are keen to see a resolution of the matter.
Some see the sign as an intrusion on their lifestyle,
but there has been great good will so far. When the
residents first objected to the colour of the sign
Nettlefolds repainted it in a colour that suited the
residents. If we could continue that good will, bring
it to a meeting with all the relevant players and find
a solution, it would benefit all sides.

Kinder Surprise
Mr BAKER (Sunshine) - I ask the Minister for
Education to pass on to the Minister for Fair Trading
my request that she bring to the further attention of
the Ministerial Council on Consumer Affairs the
continued sale of a small chocolate egg item known
as Kinder Swprise - highly popular with
children - which is manufactured by Ferraro in
Italy and Hong Kong and which some honourable
members, especially those with small children or
grandchildren, will recall was the subject of a
national recall in November 1996.

As a consequence of that recall the distributors
withdrew four items from the toys available in the
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chocolate eggs. However, the remaining toys
continue to be a problem. They are banned in the
United States and are under investigation because of
a death in Belgium.
It is a serious matter, Mr Acting Speaker. The eggs

are still on sale at any supermarket. This little
chocolate egg, Kinder Surprise, is highly popularit sells like hot cakes. The product is placed
strategically at the height of the littlies as they go
through the check-out of the supermarket.
The manufacturers have taken to labelling them 'Not
suitable for children under the age of three'. That is
not good enough. The Australian standards in this
area are antiquated and were designed mainly for
the small toys in cereal packets, so they do not
adequately cover this sort of offering. I ask the
minister to have the matter dealt with.

Responses
Mr KENNEIT (Premier) - The honourable
member for Broadmeadows referred to the Royal
Exhibition Building and asked whether the
government would support its registration on the
World Heritage list. At this stage the answer is no. It
is a fine building that has been magnificently
restored by the former trustees, headed by the
former member for Ascot Vale and Speaker of this
house, Mr Torn Edmunds, who was a very good
leader of that trust.
The trust has restored the building to a stage that
gives a great number of Victorians a lot of pleasure.
The Exhibition Building is one of only two buildings
left in the world that were part of the Great
Exhibition in the 19th century. The other, of course,
is the Eiffel Tower.
In one way, looking back, it is a pity that we lost the
back of the Royal Exhibition Building. There are
many sketches of how it looked when it was the site
of the Great Exhibition. The government is conscious
of its special place, but world listing at this stage is
not possible and not viable for a number of reasons,
one of which is the building of the new museum.
The government does not want construction of that
building stopped or impeded in any way
whatsoever - as it could be.

A lift is being installed in the Exhibition Buildingin fact, I think it has just been installed - so that
people can get from the ground floor to the second
floor because when the glassed area was knocked
down, the lift was also removed. The Community
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Support Fund has paid for the installation of a new
lift to make sure the first floor can be used.
The government is aware of the building's historical
value and obviously believes it ought to be
preserved. In addition, a sprinkler system has been
installed to try to preserve the building in the event
of fire. It is something I am happy to look at in the
future.

Mr Brumby interjected.
Mr KENNEIT - It will be used in 2001. We are
finalising our programs for the celebration of the
centenary of Federation. I have written to the
President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House
of Representatives inviting them and the Prime
Minister to be here to r~nact the ceremony on
8 May - the day Federation was declared by the
Duke of York - in 2001. I have considered inviting
the federal Parliament to sit here, as it did for
26 years. The difficulty is the size of this place and
the relative size of federal Parliament - I do not
think we will be able to accommodate them.
Members of the government are as aware as anyone
else of the importance of the Royal Exhibition
Building. We have spent a lot of money on it; we
will continue to do so to ensure its preservation.
Obviously we will consider its recognition in due
course, but it is not appropriate at the moment.
The honourable member for Essendon indicated her
concern that there is some political interference in
the way arts funding is allocated to various bodies
and organisations. I am not aware of who on the
opposition side is the shadow minister for the arts.
As the honourable member for Essendon would
know, through Arts 21 a whole range of programs
have been set up, all of which have their own
independent assessment boards. I do not hold
myself out to be the arbiter of good art or good taste.
Therefore I rely on each of the bodies and
committees to come to me with recommendations,
whether it be about the literary awards, the tOuring
exhibition awards or whatever. I cannot remember
even one occasion when I have altered the
recommendation of the independent committee that
has assessed the art form and the potential for its
growth or value in receiving government assistance.
As the honourable member for Essendon would be
aware, at no time in recent years have the arts done
as well as they are doing at the moment. It is not just
the peak organisations that are doing well - they
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always do well- it is, importantly, individuals and
small companies that we are trying to encourage.
We have sent out a clear message to peak
organisations that if they do not perform
reasonably - that is not to say they have to make a
profit - they will not continue to receive
government funding as matter of right. There is no
better example of that than what happened with the
Victoria State Opera. I very much regret its merger
with Opera Australia.
Mr Brumby interjected.
Mr KENNETI - No. I think we put in
$7 million: $5 million in one hit for capital, which
was eaten up, and $2 million more. We are still
making funds available annually for specific
programs and productions. I think it is $800 000 a
year as part of our agreement.
At the end of the day members of the arts
community know that if they make the effort they
will be supported. The government should not
continue to pay for their expression of art if the
public is not responding to that expression. Again I
stress that it does not have to be on a make-a-profit
basis, but it has to be a reasonable contribution that
the public - not the minister or the government is assessing and indicating that it is prepared to pay
for the product, whether in the creative or the visual
arts.
I assure the honourable member for Essendon that
this is the most exciting state to be in for the arts.
There is no political interference. There is a lot of
hands-on involvement in the management and
direction of the portfolio, but I do not think the
honourable member would expect anything
different from that. If she ever tastes government
before she retires or is defeated at preselection, she
will understand that good management requires a
fairly hands-on approach, but with due delegation.
My good friend the failed Queensland member who
now occupies the seat of Niddrie has tonight raised
an issue - I have to say tongue in cheek. He has
said across the table that every now and then you
have to have fun, and this is his fun night. He
referred to the Golden Door, which he described as
fundamentally a massage retreat. He is obviously
mistaking the one he visits, which I am led to believe
is in Brisbane and is perhaps the Golden Door. There
is another one, called the Golden Door Health
Retreat, which is in what could only be described as
the hinterland of Queensland, behind Southport and
Broadbeach.
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The honourable member was good enough to throw
over the table a copy of its brochure. This retreat, as I
understand - I have not been to it myself - is very
heavily supported by Victorians; it is a health
retreat. It is a weight loss retreat; it is designed to
ease tension in the minds of those who attend. I
think the member is a clear candidate to take on
board the efforts of the Golden Door.
As I have said, I have not been to the Golden Door
retreat. It is a very reputable organisation. I hope in
the member's comments tonight that he has not
maligned the retreat because it is a good business. It
was set up by a couple from nothing; it has a large
clientele of people from right around Australia. I
imagine a number of people on this side have been
to it - I think it costs about $1400 a week - it may
be $1700. I do not know if members on the other side
have been to it, and I quite understand that. It is
relaxing and pleasant. People go up there to have
fun and in the process cleanse themselves and come
away refreshed and a little lighter. A range of
services are provided: exercise, diet, relaxation,
massage - the sort of thing that you would expect
anywhere.
I am not aware of any facts to back up the allegation
made by the member, which I think was along the
lines of why not investigate because a minister has
used his government car there? I am not aware of
that. I cannot - Mr Brumby - A freebie.
Mr KENNETI - Accept a freebie, was it? It is
not the thing I have actually asked my members.
Mr Baker - Go on, ask them. Hands up those
who have been there. Come on!
Mr KENNETI - I have a feeling there is a sense
of jealousy behind everything that the honourable
member for Niddrie has raised - probably all this
week. Members of the opposition are jealous that we
are in government - and I can understand that.
Mr Baker - It's envy!
Mr KENNETI - I think it is envy; that is right.
This whole week has been about envy; they would
love to be on this side of the chamber. I was there for
10 years myself and I know what it is like - it is
awful! The accommodation of the Leader of the
Opposition is awful, but it is not going to change for
a long time. I understand the honourable member at
the end of a very disappointing session - -
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Opposition members interjecting.
Mr KENNETI - I do not think the honourable
member for Sandringham would go to the Golden
Door! I think Murray is more a paintball
candidate - and I say that in the nicest possible
way, Murray. But I can understand that the
honourable member for Niddrie at this stage of the
session is frustrated; he needs relaxation. I think he
is probably jealous of anyone who goes there. I
recommend it to him.
Mr Maclellan - He can join if he fronts up with
$500 - and he might win the door prize!
Mr KENNETI - That is a very good suggestion.
If the honourable member would like a discount, if
he would like to join the 500 Club he might have his
name pulled from a hat - Mr Hulls - And win a BMW, like somebody else
we know!
Mr Maclellan - He would be lucky if he got a
dinky toy!
Mr KENNETI - You do not have to put your
name in a hat; you just have to marry a beautiful,
intelligent woman and - Mr Hulls - I have!
Mr KENNETI - You have? Has she got a BMW?
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the Minister for Transport and ask him to respond
regarding any details.
The honourable member for Malvern referred to car
signs on the Eastern Freeway in his electorate. There
are three signs on the freeway, two of which are
relevant to the remarks of the honourable member.
One of the signs is on land owned by the Urban
Land Authority. It is a small parcel of land facing a
park, which the honourable member has been
anxious to have endowed in part by the proceeds of
the site. The other is in the depot of Stonnington
Council with proceeds of the lease going to the
Malvern Community Chest.
I suggest that the honourable member would play a
very useful role in this if he would gather together
the City of Stonnington, St Kevin's College and the
residents to contemplate the possibility of the three
groups sharing the proceeds of both the signs
because as one has diminished in value I imagine
that the other would have increased in value
because of the road works.
It is a custom in the area to have what is called in the

industry a midnight trim. Apparently cash goes to
municipal employees for a midnight trim where
branches are removed from the bushes which are
obscuring signs. On this particular site the midnight
trim was carried out by Vicroads on something of a
grand scale and the signs, I can assure the
honourable member, are fully visible for a
considerable distance and will remain so for what, in
my opinion, will be some considerable time.

Mr Hulls - Not on principle.
Mr KENNETI - Can I suggest that she is not as
bright and intelligent as the one I married. Can I
suggest in the break you do yourself and your wife a
favour - she is bright and intelligent - go to the
Golden Door; take a week off!
Mr MACLELLAN (Minister for Planning and
Local Government) - The honourable member for
Thomastown raised a matter regarding automatic
ticket machines, and in his view their failure on
Tuesday, 13 May.
The Labor Party had 10 years in which to introduce
the system he thinks is good, and for much of that
time the Labor government did not approve of
automatic ticket vending machines. So far as I
understand it was not until the very end of the
Labor years that the Labor government could bring
itself to even face up to the possibility of ticket
vending machines. I will certainly refer the matter to

I will certainly examine the possibility of extending
the period of the leases of those two advertising
signs. If agreement can be obtained from
Stonnington, St Kevin's College and the residents to
share the proceeds in an agreed way, we can
probably make some progress in relation to the
extension of the leases for both signs for a further
period.
Mr GUDE (Minister for Education) - The
honourable member for Cranboume raised a matter
for the Minister for Fair Trading with respect to a
very sad occurrence resulting in a suicide of a young
man, a constituent in the electorate of Cranboume.
He outlined the detail and expressed concern with
respect to the objection of the AGC finance company
and he has asked the Attorney-General to look at the
issue of licence renewal and appropriate procedures
in financial institutions. I will pass on that matter to
the minister concerned.
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The honourable member for Ripon raised a matter
for the Minister for Fair Trading with respect to the
Smith Family charity, in particular what he
described as a potential unfair advantage in the
textile area. He identified a significant number of
examples of his concern. I will pass that matter on to
the Minister for Fair Trading.
The honourable member for Sunshine also raised for
the attention of the Minister for Fair Trading the
extremely dangerous nature of a toy called Kinder
Surprise and the fact that innocents can be caught up
in its marketing process. He also wisely identified
that the problem is not just inherent in Victoria; it is
a problem right across Australia. He correctly
suggested that an appropriate way to deal with the
matter might be by a ministerial council connection.
I will draw those matters to the attention of the
minister, who no doubt will get back to the three
honourable members.
The honourable member for Mordialloc raised for
the attention of the Minister for Health in the other
place a matter relating to drugs and so-called
shooting galleries, and referred specifically to a
proposal of the honourable member for Springvale.
He certainly made his views quite clear in that
process. I will pass on the matter to the Minister for
Health.
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The honourable member for Caulfield also raised a
matter for the Minister for Health in the other place.
She referred to the need for support for aged care
services within her electorate. I will also pass that on
to the Minister for Health.
Finally, the honourable member for Footscray raised
with me the matter of full-fee-paying students from
overseas who take up places within the Victorian
school system. He referred specifically to a Swedish
student called Jenny and to her host family, and
expressed some concerns about the ability of the
young lass to attend a number of classes at Elwood
College. I will have the matter investigated. If the
honourable member is able to provide me with any
documented advice to help me in that regard I will
be happy to pursue the matter.
This government takes very seriously the role that
governments and Victorian schools play in the
full-fee-paying student arrangement. It not only
advantages overseas students but it also benefits our
youngsters by adding significant value and cultural
interchange to our system. The government wants to
do everything possible to ensure quality outcomes
all the way through. In that context I will be pleased
to investigate the matter.
Motion agreed to.
House adjourned 7.38 p.m.
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Treasurer: energy efficiency
183.

MR LONEY - To ask the Honourable the Treasurer, in regard to ensuring energy efficiently in
Victoria, whether he will provide details of spending by the Government for each year since
it came to office, on encouraging energy efficiency and reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

ANSWER:
Budget sector spending on encouraging energy efficiency and the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions
has been as follows:
92/93
$m

93/94
$m

94/95
$m

95/96
$m

Energy Victoria 1
responsible
for
encouraging
and
promoting renewable energy and energy
conservation in Victoria.

2.45

1.98

1.57

2.40

Environment Protection Authority 2
- along
with
other
accountabilities,
responsible for the recommendation to
Government of environmental quality
strategies and for monitoring and
reporting on environmental quality
trends.
Herman Research Laboratories (HRL Ltd) 3
- lleading research organisation into
Integrated Drying Gasification Combined
Cycle teclmology for power generation
from low rank coals.

0.54

0.62

0.76

0.82

0.60

0.50

Total

2.99

2.93

3.72

2.60

Other programs which include both budget and non budget sector spending on encouraging energy
efficiency and greenhouse gas reduction have included Victoria's contribution to the Australian and New
Zealand Minerals and Energy Council (ANZMEC), through its Energy Management Task Force (EMTF).
ANZMEC/EMTF activities include:
•

the development of a nationwide energy rating scheme for houses (NatHERS);

•

the further development of the appliance labelling program and minimum energy performance
standards (MEPS) for certain domestic appliances;

•

the development of a national program for improving energy efficiency in commercial buildings;

•

the examination of the feasibility of energy labelling and/ or standards for commercial and industrial
equipment (for example electric motors, packaged airconditioners); and

Portfolio Department: 1992-93 Manufacturing and Industry Development (part) Energy and Minerals,
1993-94 Energy and Minerals, 1994-95 Energy and Minerals (part) Agriculture, Energy and Minerals, 199596 Agriculture, Energy and Minerals (part) Natural Resources and Environment.
1

2 Portfolio Department: 1992-93 Conservation and Environment (part) Conservation and Natural
Resources, 1993-94 Conservation and Natural Resources, 1994-95 Conservation and Natural Resources,
1995-96 Conservation and Natural Resources (part) Natural Resources and Environment.

3

Portfolio Department: 1994-95 Agriculture, Energy and Minerals, 1995-96 Treasury and Finance.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

ASSEMBLY

1774

•

Tuesday, 18 March 1997

a variety of other programs targeting energy end use efficiency.

Funding is committed to these activities annually, the Commonwealth provides 50% of funds required
and the States and Territories provide funds on a per capita basis - Victoria's contribution is 12.8% of the
total.
Other non budget spending for encouraging energy efficiency and greenhouse gas reduction have
included the following:

•

management and regulation of energy labelling of major electrical domestic appliances by the Office
of the Chief Electrical Inspector, who also supports the promotion of the annual Galaxy Electric
Awards, and participates in national initiatives to enhance energy labelling programs;

•

non-budget sector contribution towards development of Integrated Drying Gasification Combined
Cycle (IDGCC) technology by HRL Ltd;

•

research, development, manufacture and marketing internationally of solid oxide (or ceramic) fuel cell
technology by part Government owned Ceramic Fuel Cells Ltd; and

•

the Demand Management Action Program to encourage energy users to invest in more energy
efficient processes and equipment. (1992/93 - 1993/94).

Agriculture and Resources: VMA
185.

MR HAERMEYER - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources, in
relation to an operation by the Victorian Meat Authority (VMA) at Hurstbridge between 20 and 22
February 1996:
1.

(a) Whether he will explain the exact nature, purpose and outcome of the operation; (b) how
many officers of the VMA, indicating rank or office were involved in the operation; (c) whether
police were involved; if so when, how many and why; (d) whether any police vehicles or
helicopters were involved in the operation; if so, how many and for what purpose; (e) if the
police were involved, what did their involvement achieve, indicating what the total cost was of
the police involvement and whether this cost was borne by the police or the VMA; ifJ whether
VMA officers illegally trespassed on any land; if so, what action, if any, has been taken against
offending officers; (g) what the total cost was to Victorian taxpayers of this entire operation and
what benefit was achieved for the people of Victoria as a result of the operation; and (h) what
the guidelines and operating procedures governing operations of this kind are and whether
they were followed.

2.

(a) What qualifications and experience are required by the VMA when recruiting officers for
this type of operation; (b) what training do officers get that equips them for the conduct of
covert operations of this nature and whether this training is adequate for the purpose; (c) what
checks and balances are in place to ensure that VMA officers do not break the law when
carrying out such operations; (d) what reports and briefings take place after such operations and
how they are evaluated; (e) what approval is required before such operations take place and
whether the Minister is involved in or kept informed of such approvals; and ifJ what is the
accountability of the VMA to the government and the public in relation to such operations and
who monitors the operations of the authority.

ANSWER:
1.

(a) On 22 February 1996 officers of the Victorian Meat Authority (VMA) conducted an investigation in
the Diamond Creek area in connection with a possible contravention of the Meat Industry Act 1993
and other relevant legislation.
The outcome of the operation is with the Victorian Government Solicitor to determine whether the
material available is sufficient to proceed with a prosecution.
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(b) lbree of the VMA's officers were involved - the Chief Executive Officer and two Technical
Officers/Inspectors.

(c) Two members of the Victoria Police accompanied the two Technical Officers/Inspectors to provide
protection on entering the property. The police officers attended for approximately an hour.
(d) One police vehicle was involved in the operation to transport the police officers to the site.
(e) The involvement of the police officers ensured the protection of the VMA's officers on entry to the
property. The approximate cost of $50 plus a vehicle was borne by Victoria Police.
(f) One of the VMA's Technical Officers/Inspectors did enter private property and parked a motor
vehicle. The incident of entering private property was addressed by the Board of the VMA following
the receipt of a written complaint by the owner of the private property. The Board viewed the
incident seriously and directed the Chief Executive Officer to instruct staff that, unless there is a
statutory basis for doing so, entry onto private property is to be undertaken only where necessary and
with the permission of the owner / occupier.

(g) The VMA is not funded by Victorian taxpayers. The total cost to the VMA of this investigation
was apprOximately $3,500.
The processing of animals for human consumption at unlicensed premises contravenes the Meat
Industry Act 1993 and presents risks to animal welfare and to the public when such meat products are
removed from the property for sale to the public. Meat from unlicensed premises is not inspected by
registered qualified meat inspectors nor produced under approved quality assurance programs and
poses risks to human health through food-borne diseases.
The people of Victoria benefit from these investigations through the reduced incidence of meat which
is unfit for human consumption being sold to the public. Licensees/operators of meat processing
facilities benefit from the enforcement of the Meat Industry Act 1993 by maintaining consumer
confidence in meat products.
(h) The VMA's officers are guided by section 72 of the Meat Industry Act 1993 and instructions from
the VMA Board and Chief Executive Officer through direction and training. In respect of the
investigation considered in this Question on Notice, these guidelines were followed. The Board has
recently also given a direction with respect to entry of its employees onto private property.

2.

(a) The qualifications and experience required by the VMA when recruiting officers include tertiary
qualifications in environmental health, food technology or veterinary science; a background in
science/microbiology, meat inspection and/or food processing; and excellent written and oral
communication skills.
(b) The VMA's officers have attended training programs such as Investigation Methods (Law
Enforcement and Compliance). As the VMA does not conduct covert operations, training for such
operations is not required. The VMA believes training is adequate for the purpose of investigations
into possible contraventions of the Meat Industry Act 1993 and other relevant legislation.

(c) The VMA does not conduct covert operations. The VMA Board is kept fully informed of
developments relating to its operations. Strong supervisory skills are applied by management
through observation, monitoring and discussion.
(d) The VMA does not conduct covert operations. The VMA Board is kept fully informed of
developments relating to its operations. Briefs for prosecution are completed, signed off by
management, authorised by the VMA Chairman and forwarded to the VMA's solicitor for action.
(e) The VMA does not conduct covert operations. Investigations of the nature conducted by the VMA
are approved by the Chief Executive Officer. I am not involved in or informed of such approvals,
which relate to operational matters within the responsibilities of the Authority.
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(f) The VMA is one of a large number of statutory authorities which are responsible to me as Minister
for Agriculture and Resources, and through me, to the Parliament. The VMA is subject to my general
direction and control as provided under section 46 of the Meat Industry Act 1993. The VMA reports
on its operations in an armual report tabled in Parliament each year. It also has an annual general
meeting with representatives of the meat industry.

Agriculture and Resources: VMA
186. MR HAERMEYER - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources - (a) how

the Board and Chief Executive of the Victorian Meat Authority (VMA) are appointed; (b) what the
cost of the VMA to Victorian taxpayers has been in each of the past 5 years and what percentage of
its budget in each of those years has gone to field operations; and (c) what the results of the VMA's
field operations have been over the last 3 years, highlighting its significant achievements.
ANSWER:
For the purposes of this response, the term "field operations" has been interpreted as referring to
compliance investigations; that is, occasions when, in response to a complaint lodged by a member of the
public, an investigation is conducted by Technical Officers/Inspectors of the VMA into cases of noncompliance with the provisions of the Meat Industry Act 1993.
(a) The Board is appointed to the Victorian Meat Authority (VMA) as provided under sections 48, 49 and
50 of the Meat Industry Act 1993. Sections 54 and 55 cover the appointment of a Chief Executive
Officer.
(b) The VMA is not funded by Victorian taxpayers.

(c) The outcome of compliance investigations is to ensure that the licensing provisions of the Meat
Industry Act 1993 are met. The processing of animals for human consumption at unlicensed premises
presents risks to animal welfare and to the public when such meat products are removed from the
property for sale to the public. Meat from unlicensed premises is not inspected by registered qualified
meat inspectors nor produced under approved quality assurance programs and poses risks to human
health through food-borne diseases.
Over the past three years, nine such investigations have been undertaken by the VMA, each leading to
a successful prosecution.

Youth and Community Services: water relief grants
194.* MS GARBUTI - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Community Services, in regard to the

Water Relief Grants including Capital Grants, what budget was allocated in each of the financial
years 1992/93, 1993/94, 1994/95 and 1995/96 and how much was actually spent in each of those
years.
ANSWER:
In September 1987, a decision was made to allocate $400,000 to what was then called the Rates and
Charges Relief Grant Scheme, and $200,000 to the Water Conservation Assistance Scheme. This amount
has remained the notional allocation since that time. The schemes were administered by the Melbourne
Metropolitan Board of Works, and subsequently by the three metropolitan water companies until July
1996, when responsibility was transferred to the Department of Human Services.
In 1994/95 the expenditure for the water relief grants component of the program was $231,705.41, and in
1995/96 the expenditure was $353,494.73. Information about expenditure prior to this period is not available.
It appears that no funds were expended on the Water Conservation Assistance Scheme in the above period.
,. Please note that Questions Nos 194 and 195 have been redirected from the Minister for Conservation and Land Management to
the Minister for Community Services.
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Youth and Community Services: water relief grants
195.* MS GARBUIT - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Community Services, for each month in
1995 and in 1996 to date, how many grants were made for Water Relief Grants and Capital Grants,
respectively and for what amounts.
ANSWER:
Month by month data up until the end of June 1996 is not available, but monthly figures have been kept
since the Department of Human Services assumed responsibility for the program in July 1996. The total
number of grants made in the financial year 1994/95 was 247 and the total number of grants made for the
financial year 1995/96 was 363.
Since July 1996 the number of grants provided and level of expenditure is as follows:July
August
September
October
November
Total

- 18 grants /$4,043
- 20 grants/$8,056
- 53 grants/$16,714
- 123 grants/$36,391
- 67 grants/$20,246
- 281 grants/$85,450

There have been no referrals to this program for Capital Grants (water conservation assistance grants) in the
period July /November 1996. It appears that the Capital Grants program has not been utilised for some
years.
~ Please note that Questions Nos 194 and 195 have been redirected from the Minister for Conservation and Land Management to
the Minister for Community Services
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Health: media research and public opinion polling
10.

MR PANDAZOPOULOS - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Youth and Community
Services, for the Honourable the Minister for Health, in respect of each department, agency and
authority within his administration, what the details are of all media research and public opinion
polling conducted since 3 October, 1992, including - (a) the title of each poll or item of research;
(b) the date approved and duration of contract; (c) cost; (d) the personnel conducting the project;
(e) whether it was put to tender; (f) recommendations made; and (g) any actions taken by
department or Minister.

ANSWER:
(a) Media Research
(i)

Title: Preferred New Location for the Proposed New Latrobe Valley Hospital. This was prepared by
Klein and Associates, who were engaged by Corporate Kudos Pty Ltd (CK). CK were engaged as
Communications Consultant to the LRH Project on 31 October 1995 following a tender process. CK's
appointment was approved by the Government Purchasing Board. In its capacity as Communications
Consultant and in accordance with the scope of the Consultancy Brief, CK engaged the services of
Klein and Associates (Klein) to prepare the above report, which is dated December 1995.

(ll)

Approval date and duration: Approved 31 October 1995, ended December 1995.

(iii)

Cost: CK billed the LRH Project $10,320 for this Report representing reimbursement of Klein's costs.

(iv) Personnel: Personnel involved in undertaking the research were engaged by Kleins. No Department of
Human Services or other Government employees were involved.
(v) Tender: See (i).
(vi) Recommendations: The report contained research findings only. It contained no recommendations to

the LRH project.
(vii)Actions taken: The report was tabled at the LRH Project Steering Committee meeting of 19 January,
1996 where it was agreed by the Steering Committee that the Report be released to short-listed Consortia
bidding for the LRH Project on an information only basis.
(b) Opinion Polling
(i)

Title: Hospital in the Home: A patient-carer satisfaction survey. 1his survey was conducted by
contract through KPMG as part of the evaluation of the Hospital in the Home Program.

(ii) Approval date and duration: Signed June 1995, to be completed December 1996.
(iii) Cost: Approximately $400,000. Satisfaction survey is only one sixth of the work plan. Other areas

include service models, literature review, clinical outcomes review, cost comparisons and policy matters.
(iv) Personnel: Roy Morgan as a sub contractor to KPMG.
(v) Tender: Yes.
(vi) Recommendations: Report yet to be published.
(vii)Actions taken: See (iv).
(i)

Title: Patient Satisfaction Survey Stage 2

(ll)

Approval date and duration: Approved 23 March, 1995. Duration 8 May 1995 to 30 September 1995.
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(ill) COSt: $365,229.

(iv) Personnel: TQA Research Pty Ltd.
(v) Tender: Yes.
(vi) Recommendations: Strengths and weaknesses were reported to individual hospitals. Aggregate results
of the 30 hospitals (4970 patients) were published via an Executive Summary. System strengths and
weaknesses were reported.
(vii)Actions taken: Results were widely distributed. A brochure for public hospital use was developed to
raise awareness of Patient Satisfaction Survey and it importance. An evaluation survey is currently being
undertaken to determine / assess action taken and identify barriers to improvement.

(i)

Title: Syndicated Survey: ''Health Care - Australia 1993"

(ii) Approval date and duration: Approved 6 October 1993, duration three weeks.
(ill) Cost: $11,830.

(iv) Personnel: TQA Research Pty Ltd.
(v) Tender: The survey was not done specifically for the Department, and was therefore not put to tender
by the Department.
(vi) Recommendations: None.
(vii)Actions taken: Briefing on results provided to Minister by Department.

(i)

Title: Syndicated Survey: ''Health Care - Australia 1995"

(ii) Approval date and duration: Approved 10 July 1995, duration three weeks.
(ill) Cost: $12,680.

(iv) Personnel: TQA Research Pty Ltd.
(v) Tender: The survey was not done specifically for the Department, and was therefore not put to tender
by the Department.
(vi) Recommendations: None.
(vii)Actions taken: None to date.

(i)

Title: Communication Strategy for Health and Community Services. As part of the preparation of a·
communications strategy for the department by Western Pacific Communications, Western Pacific
conducted a number of focus groups to provide target audience input to the strategy.

(ii) Approval date and duration: Approved June 1995, ended July 1995.
(ill) Cost: Not costed individually, included in overall cost of consultancy.

(iv) Personnel: Personnel involved in undertaking the research were employees of Western Pacific. No
Department of Human Services or other Government employees were involved.
(v) Tender: Tendered as part of tender process for the overall project.
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(vi) Recommendation: The report contained research findings only. It contained no recommendations.
(vii)Actions taken: Briefing on results provided to Minister and senior executives of the department.

Finance: advertising
23.

MR PANDAZOPOULOS - To ask the Honourable the Treasurer, for the Honourable the Minister
for Finance, in respect of each department, agency and authority within his administration, what the
details are of all advertising campaigns since 3 October 1992 to date, indicating - (1) the purpose
and total costs of each campaign; and (iz) the total advertiSing budget in his ministerial portfolio for
1992-93, 1993-94 and 1994-95 financial years.

ANSWER:
The total advertising budget for the Victorian WorkCover AuthOrity and the Former Health and Safety
Organisation was tabled on 11 September 1996, pages 279 and 280 of the Legislative Assembly Hansard.
To this, the total advertising budget of the Office of the Regulator General must be added.
(i)

The Office of the Regulator-General was established on 1 July 1994.
During 1994-95 the Office conducted a radio and press advertising campaign to promote awareness of
the metropolitan water industry customer charter and customer contract. The total cost of the
advertising campaign was $133,359.00.

Cll) The total advertising budgets for the nominated financial years were as follows-

1992-93
1993-94
1994-95

NI A (the Office was established on 1-7-94).
N/ A
(the Office was established on 1-7-94).
$133,359.00.
Finance: annual reports

75.

l\fR PANDAZOPOLOUS - To ask the Honourable the Treasurer, for the Honourable the Minister
for Finance, in respect of each department, agency and authority within his administration, what the
total cost was of annual reports for the 1992/93, 1993/94 and 1994/95 financial years.

ANSWER:
The total cost of annual reports for the Victorian WorkCover Authority and the Former Health and Safety
Organisation was tabled on 11 September 1996, pages 283 and 284. To this, the total cost of annual reports
of the Office of the Regulator General must be added.
The total cost of the Office's annual reports for the nominated financial years was as follows1992-93
1993-94
1994-95

N/A
(the Office was established on 1-7-94).
N/ A
(the Office was established on 1-7-94).
$23,309.00.

Finance: advertising
88.

MR PANDAZOPOULOS - To ask the Honourable the Treasurer, for the Honourable the Minister
for Finance, in respect of each department, agency and authority within his administration, what
was the total advertising budget for 1992-93, 1993-94 and 1994-95.

ANSWER:
The total advertising budget for the Department of Finance, Victorian WorkCover Authority and the
Former Health and Safety Organisation was tabled on 11 September 1996, page 285 of the Legislative
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Assembly Hansard. To this, the total advertising budget of the Office of the Regulator General must be
added.
The Office of the Regulator-General was established on 1 July 1994. The Office's total advertising budget
for the nominated financial years were as follows.
N/ A
(the Office was established on 1-7-94).
N/ A
(the Office was established on 1-7-94).
$133,359.00.

1992-93
1993-94
1994-95

Finance: advertising
89.

MR PANDAZOPOULOS - To ask the Honourable the Treasurer, for the Honourable the Minister
for Finance, in respect of each department, agency and authority within his administration, whether
he will provide details of advertising campaigns over $10,000 conducted from 3 October 1992 to
date, indicating the purpose and the cost of each campaign.

ANSWER:

The total advertising budget for the Victorian WorkCover Authority and the Former Health and Safety
Organisation was tabled on 11 September 1996, page 286 of the Legislative Assembly Hansard. To this,
the total advertising budget of the Office of the Regulator General must be added.
I refer the honourable member to my response to question 23.

Conservation and Land Management: national park budgets
197.

MS GARBUTT - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management,

what was the Budget allocation for the Grampians National Park, Wilson's Promontory National
Park, Alpine National Park, Port Campbell National Park and Dandenong Ranges National Park in
1993/94, 1994/95 and 1995/96, respectively.
ANSWER:

The answer is provided on the table below!:
PARK

1993-94 $

1994-95 $

1995-96 $

Grampians NP

1,401,508

1,395,143

1,740,959

Wilson's Promontory NP

1,684,893

1,785,666

2,849,694

AlpineNJY'

1,879,965

1,911,551

1,611,029

Port Campbell NP

264,703

513,000

292,518

Dandenong Ranges NrY

969,071

680,741

1,106,553

Notes:
1.

Individual park budgets increase and decrease to reflect state-wide Government priorities and vary so
that the Government can address such issues as environmental priorities, risk management issues and
priority maintenance for visitor facilities.

2.

The provision of historic budget allocation details for the Alpine NP is complicated because the Park
crosses regional boundaries which changed in 1993-94. The best estimate of actual budget allocations
is provided.
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Includes Melbourne Parks and Waterways Program.

Agriculture and Resources: media research and public opinion polling
208.

MR HULLS - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources, in respect of
each department, agency and authority within his administration, the details of all media research
and public opinion polling conducted since 1 June 1995 to date, including - (a) the title of each poll
or item of research; (b) date approved and the duration of the contract; (c) cost; (d) personnel or
company conducting the project; (e) whether it was put to tender; if) recommendations made; and
(g) any subsequent actions taken by the department agency or authority or Minister.

ANSWER:

The answer is provided in the attached table.

j
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY - QUESTION 208
Question Received 14 November 1996
Media Research and Public Opinion Polling 1 June 1995-14 November 1996, Agriculture and Resources Portfolio
Title of
Poll/Research

Date & Duration

Cost

Company
which
Undertook
Work

Was There a
Tender
Process?

Recommendations

Action Taken

City West Water
Annual Customer
Survey.

Approved August
1995.
Six weeks from
May 1996.

$17,000

Bell Market
Research

Yes

Issues relating to: responses
to interruptions of supply;
demonstration of value-formoney; consumer enquires;
and dispute resolution.

Programs and information
campaigns initiated to address the
issues identified.

Survey has been conducted
but results have yet to be
supplied.

Possible action to await results and
recommendations.

Environment
Improvement Plan
-Community
Research for City
West Water.

Approved October
1996.
Six weeks from
November 1996.

$12,200

AMR
Quantum
Harris

Yes

10

~
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~
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Altona Treatment
Plant
Communication
and Community
Consultation for
City West Water.

Approved February
1996.
Six weeks from
February 1996.

$34,600

Communit
y Projects
P/L

Yes

Number of recommendations
made relating to public
perceptions of the plant and
its impact on the local
community.

A number of responses have been
made, including institution of open
days at the plant, presentations to
key community groups, working
with a local environmental group to
educate the community,
environmental studies have been
commenced, designs for plant
upgrade options been identified.
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Tracking Survey on
Fishing in Victoria.

Tracking study to
assess impact of
"Raining I~ubbish"
television
commercial for
Melbour ne Water.
Evaluation of Yarra
Valley Water
Custom er Charter.

Yarra Valley Water
- plumbin g
services project.

Approv ed 31
January 1996.
Duration of twelve
months.

$39,300

Contrac tor
appointe d
28/11/9 5, research
conduct ed 23/12/95 and results
presente d 8/12/95 .

$10,700

$6,350

Approv ed Februar y
1996.

Approv ed March

$10,000

Possible action to await
results of survey.

No - this firm is the
only one which
conducts face-to-face
interviews of the
populati on 14+ years.

The results will not
be available before
May 1997.

Brian
Sweeney and
Associates
P/L

No

Survey conclud ed
that the campaig n
was effective.

Confirm ed effectiveness of
the advertis ing campaign.

AGBMc Nair

Yes.

The research
conclud ed that the
Custom er Charter
advertis ing was
effective.

Confirm ed effectiveness of
current Custom er Charter
advertising.

Favourable reaction
to plumbin g
services.

Confirm ed effectiveness of
current plumbin g services.

Roy Morgan
Rlesearch
Centre P/L

AGBMc Nair

Yes

1996.
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Yarra Valley Water
- position ing
survey.

Approv ed
Novemb er 1995.

$22,500

Brian
Sweeney &
Associates

Confirm ed effectiveness of
current Custom er Charter
advertising.

Research ascertained
custome r percepti on
of water.

I

I
Yarra Valley Water
- major custome r
survey.

Approv ed March
1996.

Yarra Valley Water
- image monitor.

One survey in June
1995 and another in
June 1996.

$5,000

Internal

Yes

Action being taken to
improve system of accounts.

Identified areas for
improve ment.

I

i

$8,400
for each
survey.

AMR:
Quantum
Harris

No. Continu ation of
previous program
established pre-1995.

Action taken to improve
image.

The survey monitors
the percepti ons of
customers.
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-

~
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o
Z
Z

§
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Yes

::l
o

July 1995;
September 1995;
March 1996;
June 1996 and
September 1996.

$25,000
for each
of the five
surveys

AMR: Quantum
Harris

Victorian Strawberry
Industry
Development
Committee market
research.

1/12/95

$2,900

AGBMcNair

Victorian Strawberry
Industry
Development
Committee minor
questionnaire at
Victoria on Show
Exhibition.

25/1/96

Customer
Satisfaction Monitor
for South East Water
Ltd.

January 1996
2 week survey
period.

$15,000

Sewer Backlog Tootgarook survey
on customer
satisfaction for South
East Water Ltd.

March 1996
2 week survey
period.

Customer
Satisfaction Monitor
Part A - Office of
Regulator-General
requirement, Part B
follow-up for South
East Water Ltd.

June 1996 (Part
A) and August
1996 (Part B),
each with a 2
week survey
period.

Yarra Valley Water contact monitor.

No.
Continuation of
previous
program
established pre1995.

The survey monitors
performance on a
quarterly basis and
identifies areas for
improvement.

Identified improvements
included in a continuous
enhancement program.

No. Five
questions asked
as part of the
company's
regular telephone
omnibus survey.

Survey was undertaken
to determine strawberry
consumer purchase and
usage patterns.

To provide marketing
information to assist in
planning further industry
development strategies.

No. Minor
survey.

The questionnaire asked
consumers about their
purchase and usage
habits of strawberries
and their recall of
promotional activities
undertaken previously.

To provide marketing
information to assist in
planning further industry
development strategies.

The survey monitors the
perceptions of
customers.

Utilised as part of business
planning/ assessment for
service improvement
opportunities.
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Agriculture and Resources: office expenses
MR HULLS - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources, since 30 March
1996 to date, what are the details of expenses of the office of the Minister.

209.

ANSWER:

The details of Ministerial expenses are1.

Staff salaries and on-costs

$274,305

2.

Number of Ministerial staff (including driver)

6

3.

Other Ministerial office operating (recurrent) expenses

$135,878

4.

Ministers and/ or office international flights

$38,438

5.

Destination of international flights

Two overseas visits were
undertaken. The destination for the
first visit was Israel. Destinations for
the second visit were Indonesia,
Singapore and Malaysia.

6.

Ministers and/ or office domestic flights

$7,793

7.

Ministers and/ or office charter flights

Specific records of charter flights are
not maintained. A manual search of
receipts would be required. The time
and resources to do this would be
excessive and cannot be justified.

8.

Travel related expenses:

$3,325

9.

Entertainment expenses:

$2,812

10. Alcohol costs:

$1,599

11. Issue of credit cards:

The Minister, Chief of Staff and a
Ministerial Adviser hold a
Government issued credit card. The
total value of purchases on each
credit card is as follows:
Minister -

$7,349

Chief of Staff -

$6,250

Ministerial Adviser - $321
12. Credit card provider:

Australia and New Zealand Banking
Group Limited.

Notes:
(i)

Specifically identified items such as travel, entertainment and credit card purchases are not costs
which are additional to the ministerial office operating (recurrent) expenses (Item 3 of the answer).

(iD The above details cover the period 30 March 1996 to 13 November 1996. The time and resources

required to provide detailed information covering earlier periods can not be justified.
(iii) The information supplied relating to international travel costs is based on estimated budgets made

when travel plans were submitted.
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(iv) Ministerial expenses were incurred for the purpose of Ministerial duties. Travel related expenses can
be claimed by a Minister in the form of a travel allowance or by reimbursement of intra-State and
inter-State travel costs.

Agriculture and Resources: entertainment expenses
210.

MR HULLS - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources, since 30 March
1996 to date, in respect to the Minister's office and/or departmental resources used by the Minister,
what are the details of all entertainment expenses incurred indicating - (a) total costs; (b) itemised
details of all expenditures over $500 including; (i) date incurred; (ll) number of guests; (ill) cost;
(iv) purpose; and (v) name of service provider.

ANSWER:
For information relating to entertainment expenses the Honourable Member is referred to the response to
Question 209.

Agriculture and Resources: alcohol purchases
211.

MR HULLS - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources, since 30 March
1996 to date, the details of all alcohol purchased by the Minister's office or the department for the
Minister's office, indicating in respect of each purchase - (a) date; (b) value; and (c) item.

ANSWER:
For information relating to alcohol purchases the Honourable Member is referred to the response to
Question 209.

Agriculture and Resources: credit cards
212.

MR HULLS - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources, whether the
Minister or staff of the Minister's office hold one or more credit cards issued by the Government, if
so, what is the total value of purchases on each such credit card since 30 March 1996 to date,
indicating- (a) date; (b) cost of each purchase; and (c) credit card provider.

ANSWER:
For information relating to credit cards the Honourable Member is referred to the response to Question
209.

Agriculture and Resources: air travel
213.

MR HULLS - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources, since 3 October
1992 to date, what are the details of all domestic and international air travel used by the Minister
and/or the Minister's office, or the Minister's predecessor, indicating in respect of each tripa) date; (b) carrier; (c) destination; and (d) cost.

ANSWER:
For information relating to domestic and international air travel the Honourable Member is referred to the
response to Question 209.

Agriculture and Resources: charter flights
214.

MR HULLS - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources, since 3 October
1992 to date, what are the details for all charter flights, including helicopters and light planes, used
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by the Minister and/or the Minister's office or the Minister's predecessor, indicating in respect of
each flight - (a) date; (b) carrier; (c) destination; (d) cost; and (e) purpose.
ANSWER:

For information relating to charter flights the Honourable Member is referred to the response to Question
209.

Agriculture and Resources: travel allowances
215.

MR HULLS - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources, since 30 March

1996 to date, the amount paid in travel allowances to the Minister, and the details of each claim by
the Minister including - (a) date of travel; (b) destination; and (c) purpose of the travel.
ANSWER:

For information relating to travel allowances the Honourable Member is referred to the response to
Question 209.

Agriculture and Resources: residential allowances
216.

MR HULLS - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources, since 30 March
1996 to date, the amount paid in residential allowances and the details of each claim by the Minister.

ANSWER:

The amount paid in residential allowances for the period from 30 March 1996 to 13 November 1996 is
$13,960.

Agriculture and Resources: pecuniary interest declarations
217.

MR HULLS - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources, whether all
ministerial officers either currently employed by the Minister or formerly employed by the Minister
have signed a pecuniary interest declaration; if so, on what date was the declaration signed and on
what date did the employee commence employment.

ANSWER:

All Ministerial officers employed by the Minister for Agriculture and Resources since the last election
have completed and signed a pecuniary interest declaration.
Four of the officers have been employed since the Minister's appointment. TItree of these officers
completed the declaration on 15 May 1996. The fourth, due to being on leave at the time, did not complete
the declaration unti119 June 1996.
Another officer who commenced with the Minister on 1 July 1996 completed the declaration on 12 July
1996.
Four of the officers had completed previous declarations as at 30 March 1996.

Transport: media research and public opinion polling
218.

MR BATCHELOR - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Transport, in respect of each
department, agency and authority within his administration, the details of all media research and
public opinion polling conducted since 1 June 1995 to date, including - (a) the title of each poll or
item of research; (b) date approved and the duration of the contract; (c) cost; (d) personnel or
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whether it was put to tender; if) recommendations made; and

(g) any subsequent actions taken by the department agency or authority or Minister.

ANSWER:
No media research or public opinion polling has been conducted by the Public Transport Corporation or
by parts of the Department of Infrastructure related to the Transport portfolio.
From time to time, the Public Transport Corporation surveys public transport customers about operational
aspects of services such as timetabling. The results of these inform decision-making on services provided
by the Corporation.

Transport: office expenses
219.

MR BATCHELOR - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Transport, since 30 March 1996 to
date, what are the details of expenses of the office of the Minister.

ANSWER:
Expenses of the Office of the Minister for Transport are:
Salaries and on-costs: $283,041.80
Number of Ministerial staff (including driver): 6
Minister's Office operating expenses: $161,294.35
Minister's and/or office international flights: Nil
Minister's and/or office domestic flights: $6092.96
Minister's and/or office charter flights: $1998.60
Minister's travel-related expenses: $1586.27
Entertainment expenses: $2194.30
Alcohol costs: $792.85.
The costs specified above for flights, entertainment and alcohol are included in and are not additional to
the total operating expenses specified.
Ministerial expenses are incurred for the purpose of fulfilling Ministerial duties. Travel related expenses
can be claimed by a Minister in the form of a travel allowance or by reimbursement of travel costs. The
above figure relates to expenses for the former Minister for Transport, the Honourable Alan Brown. I
have not yet been paid travelling allowance for expenses incurred as a result of official Ministerial travel.
The above details cover the period 30 March 1996 to 28 February 1997. The time and resources required to
provide detailed information sought in other questions in relation to earlier periods cannot be justified.
Neither I nor my staff nor the previous Minister for Transport nor his staff have held a credit card issued
by the Government.

Transport: entertainment expenses
220.

MR BATCHELOR - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Transport, since 30 March 1996 to
date, in respect to the Minister's office and/or departmental resources used by the Minister, what
are the details of all entertainment expenses incurred indicating - (a) total costs; (b) itemised details
of all expenditures over $500; including (i) date incurred; (ii) number of guests; (ill) cost;
(iv) purpose; and (v) name of service provider.

ANSWER:
The honourable member is referred to the response to Question No. 219 which includes information on
entertainment expenses.
The time and resources to detail the costs associated with each occasion cannot be justified.
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Transport: alcohol purchases
221.

MR BATCHELOR - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Transport, since 30 March 1996 to
date, the details of all alcohol purchased by the Minister's office or the department for the Minister's
office, indicating in respect of each purchase - (a) date; (b) value; and (c) item.

ANSWER:
The honourable member is referred to the response to Question No. 219 which includes information on
the cost of alcohol purchases.
The time and resources to search to locate the records to detail the costs associated with each occasion
cannot be justified.

Transport: credit cards
222.

MR BATCHELOR - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Transport, whether the Minister or
staff of the Minister's office hold one or more credit cards issued by the Government; if so, what is
the total value of purchases on each such credit card since 30 March 1996 to date, indicating(a) date; (b) cost of each purchase; and (c) credit card provider.

ANSWER:
The honourable member is referred to the response to Question No. 219 which advises that neither I nor
my staff nor the previous Minister for Transport, the Honourable AIan Brown, nor his Ministerial staff
have held a credit card issued by the Government.

Transport: air travel
223.

MR BATCHELOR - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Transport, since 3 October 1992 to
what are the details of all domestic and international air travel used by the Minister and/ or
the Minister's office, or the Minister's predecessor, indicating in respect of each trip - (a) date;
(b) carrier; (c) destination; and (d) cost.

~ate,

ANSWER:
The honourable member is referred to the response to Question No. 219 which includes information on
the cost of flights for the period 30 March 1996 to 28 February 1997.
The time and resources to provide the detail of each journey or to provide details covering earlier periods
cannot be justified.

Transport: charter flights
224.

MR BATCHELOR - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Transport, since 3 October 1992 to
date, what are the details for all charter flights, including helicopters and light planes, used by the
Minister and/or the Minister's office or the Minister's predecessor, indicating in respect of each
flight - (a) date; (b) carrier; (c) destination; (d) cost; and (e) purpose.

ANSWER:
The honourable member is referred to the response to Question No. 219 which includes information on
the cost of charter flights from 30 March 1996 to 28 February 1997.
The time and resources to provide the detail of each journey or to provide details covering earlier periods
cannot be justified.
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Transport: travel allowances
225.

MR BATCHELOR - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Transport, since 30 March 1996 to
date, the amount paid in travel allowances to the Minister, and the details of each claim by the
Minister including - (a) date of travel; (b) destination; and (c) purpose of the travel.

ANSWER:
The honourable member is referred to the response to Question No. 219 which includes information on
travel allowances.

Transport: residential allowances
226.

MR BATCHELOR - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Transport, since 30 March 1996 to
date, the amount paid in residential allowances and the details of each claim by the Minister.

ANSWER:
Residential allowances are paid under Regulation 6 of the Parliamentary Allowances Regulations 1992
when a member's home is more than 80 kilometres from Melbourne.

I have not been paid a residential allowance as my home is less than 80 kilometres from Melbourne. I do
receive a travelling allowance for overnight stays in Melbourne as my home is outside Melbourne. This is
in accordance with Regulation 8 of the Parliamentary Allowances Regulations 1992.

Transport: pecuniary interest declarations
227.

MR BATCHELOR - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Transport, whether all ministerial
officers either currently employed by the Minister or formerly employed by the Minister have
~igned a pecuniary interest declaration; if so, on what date was the declaration signed and on what
date did the employee commence employment.

ANS\\TER:
My Chief of Staff, advisers and my Private Secretary and those on the staff of the former Minister for
Transport, the Hon. Alan Brown, have completed a pecuniary interest declaration. The date of
commencement and date of completion of the initial declaration for advisers currently on my staff is as
follows:
Date of Commencement

Date of Initial Declaration

March, 1996

28 May, 1996

November, 1992

31 May, 1993

March, 1994

23 March, 1994

October, 1992

20 August, 1993

Tertiary Education and Training, and Multicultural Affairs:
media research and public opinion polling
238.

MR HAMILTON - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Tertiary Education and Training, in his
capacity as Minister for Tertiary Education and Training and Minister assisting the Premier on
Multicultural Affairs, in respect of each department, agency and authority within his
administration, the details of all media research and public opinion polling conducted since 1 June
1995 to date, including - (a) the title of each poll or item of research; (b) date approved and the
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duration of the contract; (c) cost; (d) personnel or company conducting the project; (e) whether it
was put to tender; if) recommendations made; and (g) any subsequent actions taken by the
department agency or authority or Minister.
ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
In the period inquired after there has been no media research or opinion polling conducted by those parts
of the Department of Education under my administration. This response does not, however, cover any
activities by TAPE Institutes, Universities or other post-secondary institutions as these are self-governing
bodies responsible for their own day to day administration.
In so far as my role in assisting the Premier on Multicultural Affairs is concerned, I refer the Honourable
Member to the response of the Minister for Multicultural Affairs to Question on Notice No. 198.

Tertiary Education and Training, and Multicultural Affairs: office expenses
239.

MR HAMILTON - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Tertiary Education and Training, in his
capacity as Minister for Tertiary Education and Training and Minister assisting the Premier on
Multicultural Affairs, since 30 March 1996 to date, what are the details of expenses of the office of
the Minister.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Details of Ministerial expenses are:
1.

Staff salaries and on-costs:

$200,567.00

2.

Number of Ministerial Staff (including driver):

5

3.

Other Ministerial office operating (recurrent) expenses:

$68,476.00

4.

Ministers and/ or office international flights:

$Nil

5.

Destination of international flight:

Not applicable

6.

Ministers and/ or office domestic flights:

$13,462.00

7.

Ministers and/ or office charter flights:

$6,635.92

8.

Travel-related expenses:

$5,027.15

9.

Entertainment expenses:

$2,096.26

10.

Alcohol costs:

$234.00

11.

Does Minister or staff member have a Government-issued Credit Card? No

12.

If so, who was the credit card provider

Not applicable

The above details cover the period 30 March 1996 to 13 November 1996. The time and resources required
to provide an accurate answer covering earlier periods can not be justified.
Ministerial expenses were incurred for the purpose of Ministerial duties. Travel related expenses can be
claimed by a Minister in the form of a travel allowance or by reimbursement of intra-State and inter-State
travel costs.
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Tertiary Education and Training, and Multicultural Affairs: entertainment expenses
240.

MR HAMILTON - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Tertiary Education and Training, in his
capacity as Minister for Tertiary Education and Training and Minister assisting the Premier on
Multicultural Affairs since 30 March 1996 to date, in respect to the Minister's office and/or
departmental resources used by the Minister, what are the details of all entertainment expenses
incurred indicating - (a) total costs; (b) itemised details of all expenditures over $500; including
(i) date incurred; (ll) number of guests; (ill) cost; (iv) purpose; and (v) name of service provider.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
For the answer to this Question, the Honourable Member is referred to my answer to Question 239.

Tertiary Education and Training, and Multicultural Affairs: alcohol expenses
241.

MR HAMILTON - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Tertiary Education and Training, in his
capacity as Minister for Tertiary Education and Training and Minister assisting the Premier on
Multicultural Affairs, since 30 March 1996 to date, the details of all alcohol purchased by the
Minister's office or the department for the Minister's office, indicating in respect of each
purchase - (a) date; (b) value; and (c) item.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
For the answer to this Question, the Honourable Member is referred to my answer to Question 239.

Tertiary Education and Training, and Multicultural Affairs: credit cards
242.

MR HAMILTON - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Tertiary Education and Training, in his
capacity as Minister for Tertiary Education and Training and Minister assisting the Premier on
Multicultural Affairs, whether the Minister or staff of the Minister's office hold one or more credit
cards issued by the Government; if so, what is the total value of purchases on each such credit card
since 30 March 1996 to date, indicating- (a) date; (b) cost of each purchase; and (c) credit card
provider.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
For the answer to this Question, the Honourable Member is referred to my answer to Question 239.

Tertiary Education and Training, and Multicultural Affairs: air travel
243.

MR HAMILTON - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Tertiary Education and Training, in his
capacity as Minister for Tertiary Education and Training and Minister assisting the Premier on
Multicultural Affairs, since 3 October 1992 to date, what are the details of all domestic and
international air travel used by the Minister and/or the Minister's office, or the Minister's
predecessor, indicating in respect of each trip - (a) date; (b) carrier; (c) destination; and (d) cost.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
For the answer to this Question, the Honourable Member is referred to my answer to Question 239.
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Tertiary Education and Training, and Multicultural Affairs: charter flights
244.

MR HAMILTON - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Tertiary Education and Training, in his
capacity as Minister for Tertiary Education and Training and Minister assisting the Premier on
Multicultural Affairs, since 3 October 1992 to date, what are the details for all charter flights,
including helicopters and light planes, used by the Minister and/or the Minister's office or the
Minister's predecessor, indicating in respect of each flight - (a) date; (b) carrier; (c) destination;
(d) cost; and (e) purpose.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
For the answer to this Question, the Honourable Member is referred to my answer to Question 239.

Tertiary Education and Training, and Multicultural Affairs: travel allowances
245.

MR HAMILTON - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Tertiary Education and Training, in his
capacity as Minister for Tertiary Education and Training and Minister assisting the Premier on
Multicultural Affairs, since 30 March 1996 to date, the amount paid in travel allowances to the
Minister, and the details of each claim by the Minister including - (a) date of travel; (b) destination;
and (c) purpose of the travel.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
For the answer to this Question, the Honourable Member is referred to my answer to Question 239.

Tertiary Education and Training, and Multicultural Affairs: residential allowances
246.

MR HAMILTON - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Tertiary Education and Training, in his
capacity as Minister for Tertiary Education and Training and Minister assisting the Premier on
Multicultural Affairs, since 30 March 1996 to date, the amount paid in residential allowances and
the details of each claim by the Minister.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Pursuant to Regulation 6 of the Parliamentary Allowances Regulations 1992, I am ineligible for a
residential allowance.

Tertiary Education and Training, and Multicultural Affairs:
pecuniary interest declarations
247.

MR HAMILTON - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Tertiary Education and Training, in his'
capacity as Minister for Tertiary Education and Training and Minister assisting the Premier on
Multicultural Affairs, whether all ministerial officers either currently employed by the Minister or
formerly employed by the Minister have signed a pecuniary interest declaration; if so, on what date
was the declaration signed and on what date did the employee commence employment.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
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Both ministerial advisers currently employed by the Minister for Tertiary Education and Training signed
pecuniary interest declaration forms in August 1993, when employed by the former Minister for Tertiary
Education and Training and the Premier respectively, and have been in continuous employment since that
time.

Sport, and Rural Development: media research and public opinion polling
268.

MR PANDAZOPOULOS - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Sport, in his capacity as
Minister for Sport and Minister for Rural Development, in respect of each department, agency and
authority within his administration, the details of all media research and public opinion polling
conducted since 1 June 1995 to date, including - (a) title of each poll or item of research, (b) date
approved and the duration of the contract; (c) cost; (d) personnel or company conducting the
project; (e) whether it was put to tender; if) recommendations made; and (g) any subsequent actions
taken by the department agency or authority or Minister.

ANSWER:
Melbourne and Olympic Parks Trust
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

(e)
(f)

(g)

Ford Australian Open Market Research;
December 1995, 3 months;
$44,000;

AMR: Quantum Harris;
No. Company used is an established supplier of services to the event and venue;
Recommendations were made regarding attendees and non attendees;
Incorporated in the marketing and prOvision of services.

Victorian Institute of Sport
(a)
(b)

(c)
(d)
(e)
CD
(g)

VIS Awareness Survey;
1996, not known;
Nil;
Deakin University research students;
Not applicable;
Not applicable;
Nil.

Greyhound Racing Control Board
(a)
(b)

(c)
(d)
(e)
CD
(g)

Hurdle racing questionnaire;
1996, n/ a;
Nil;
Conducted by Board through house magazine "Greyhound Adviser";
Not applicable;
Not as yet determined;
Not as yet determined.

Harness Racing Board
Nil
Albury Wodonga Development Corporation
Nil
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Sport, and Rural Development: pecuniary interest declarations
277.

MR PANDAZOPOULOS - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Sport, in his capacity as
Minister for Sport and Minister for Rural Development, whether all ministerial officers either
currently employed by the Minister or formerly employed by the Minister have signed a pecuniary
interest declaration; if so, on what date was the declaration signed and on what date did the
employee commence employment.

ANSWER:

With the exception of the Ministerial Transport Officer, all staff employed in my office have signed a
declaration of pecuniary interest.
These declarations were signed on 15/5/96, 20/5/96, 24/5/96, 1/1/97, 14/10/96.
Two staff and the Ministerial Transport Officer commenced duties with the Minister on his appointment
as Minister for Sport. The other employees officially commenced on the 22/4/1996, 9/10/1996 and
1/1/1997.

Treasurer, and Multimedia: media research and public opinion polling
278.

MR BRACKS - To ask the Honourable the Treasurer, in his capacity as Treasurer and Minister for
Multimedia, in respect of each department, agency and authority within his administration, the
details of all media research and public opinion polling conducted since 1 June 1995 to date,
including - (a) the title of each poll or item of research; (b) date approved and the duration of the
contract; (c) cost; (d) personnel or company conducting the project; (e) whether it was put to tender;
if) recommendations made; and (g) any subsequent actions taken by the department agency or
authority or Minister.

ANSWER:
THE DEPARTMENT OF TREASURY AND FINANCE

Media Research
Name
: Media Monitors Vie P /L.
Purpose
: Monitor newspapers, radio and television for the Department of the Treasury.
Cost
: $3,204.00.
STATE TRUSTEES LIMITED

1.

The "General Public Attitude and Awareness survey of Trustee Companies" was conducted for a
duration of two months in November 1995 & November 1996. Tenders were sought from two
companies for the 1995 research:"Research Network" 353 Moray Street, South Melbourne; and "REARK Research" 19 Yarra Street,
South Yarra.
The tender was awarded to the lower of the two tenders, Research Network, for a contract fee of
$9,000.
The 1996 research was similarly undertaken by Research Network at a total cost of $13,000. It should
be noted that this cost included fees for research and accompanying report for 5. Below.
Neither the 1995 nor the 1996 research involved the making of recommendations. The surveys were
designed to measure public knowledge of the activities of trustee companies and the services
provided.

2.

The "Perceptions of proposed financial services products for State Trustees" survey was undertaken
by Network Research in January 1996 for the duration of two months.
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A tender was not called for the survey. Its total cost was $10.000.
The survey was used to gauge client and non-client interest as consumers in a range of proposed
products then under development.
3.

As a State Owned Enterprise, State Trustees reports annually against a number of Key Performance
Indicators (uKPIs"). These KPIs are outlined in the Statement of Corporate intent, Corporate Plan and
Business Plan as submitted to Department of Treasury and Finance each year. As a result there were
no recommendations but rather a comparative result that was benchmarked against the 1994 figures.

4.

The "Perceptions and Attitudes towards the concept of Reverse Mortgages" survey was conducted for
a period of four weeks in October 1996.
A tender was not called for the research in this instance. Its total cost was $7,000.
This survey was commissioned to review client and non-client interest in proposed product then
this product continues.
under review as part of the Research and Development program Work on

THE TRANSPORT ACOOENT COMMISSION

The TAC carries out regular accident prevention advertising tracking studies. These studies are designed
to assess the ongoing effectiveness of TAC's accident prevention campaigns and provide direction in the
fine tuning of concepts for future road safety communications. However, it is felt that this does not fall
within the parameters of this question of public opinion polling or media research.
OTHER AGENCIES

The Treasury Corporation of Victoria, the Rural Finance Corporation and the State Revenue Office have
not conducted public opinion polls or engaged in media research during the specified period.

Treasurer, and Multimedia: office expenses
279.

MR BRACKS - To ask the Honourable the Treasurer, in his capacity as Treasurer and Minister for
Multimedia, since 30 March 1996 to date, what are the details of expenses of the office of the
Minister.

ANSWER:
The details of Ministerial expenses are as follows:
1.

Staff Salaries and on-costs:

$418,500 pa.

2.

Number of Ministerial Staff:

8.

3.

Other Ministerial office operating (recurrent) expenses:

$474,108.68.
Note: includes salary and on-costs.

4.

Ministers and/or office international flights:

$4,530.00.

5.

Destination of international flights:

Japan, Hong Kong.

6.

Ministers and lor office domestic flights:

$9,071.40.

7.

Minister and/or office chartered flights:

Nil.

8.

Travel-related expenses:

$990.84.

9.

Entertainment Expenses:

$2,018.70.

10. Alcohol Costs:

$1,260.50.
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11. Does the Minister or staff members have a
Government-issued credit card:

The Treasurer and
4 of his staff.

12. If so, who was the credit card provider:

The ANZ Banking Group".
11

The above details cover the period 30 March 1996 to 1 March 1997. The time and resources required to
provide an answer covering earlier periods can not be justified.
Ministerial expenses were incurred for the purposes of Ministerial duties. Travel related expenses can be
claimed by a Minister in the form of a travel allowance or by reimbursement of intra-State and inter-State
travel costs.

Treasurer, and Multimedia: entertainment expenses
280.

MR BRACKS - To ask the Honourable the Treasurer, in his capacity as Treasurer and Minister for

Multimedia, since 30 March 1996 to date, in respect to the Minister's office and/or departmental
resources used by the Minister, what are the details of all entertainment expenses incurred
indicating - (a) total costs; (b) itemised details of all expenditures over $500; including (i) date
incurred; (ii) number of guests; (ill) cost; (iv) purpose; and (v) name of service provider.
ANSWER:

For a response to this Question, I refer the Member to Question Number 279.

Treasurer, and Multimedia: alcohol purchases
281.

MR BRACKS - To ask the Honourable the Treasurer, in his capacity as Treasurer and Minister for
Multimedia, since 30 March 1996 to date, the details of all alcohol purchased by the Minister's office
or the department for the Minister's office, indicating in respect of each purchase - (a) date;
(b) value; and (c) item.

ANSWER:

For a response to this Question, I refer the Member to Question Number 279.

Treasurer, and Multimedia: credit cards
282.

MR BRACKS - To ask the Honourable the Treasurer, in his capacity as Treasurer and Minister for
Multimedia, whether the Minister or staff of the Minister's office hold one or more credit cards
issued by the Government; if so, what is the total value of purchases on each such credit card since
30 March 1996 to date, indicating- (a) date; (b) cost of each purchase; and (c) credit card provider.

ANSWER:

For a response to this Question, I refer the Member to Question Number 279.

Treasurer, and Multimedia: air travel
283.

MR BRACKS - To ask the Honourable the Treasurer, in his capacity as Treasurer and Minister for
Multimedia, since 3 October 1992 to date, what are the details of all domestic and international air
travel used by the Minister and/ or the Minister's office, or the Minister's predecessor, indicating in
respect of each trip - Ca) date; (b) carrier; (c) destination; and (d) cost.

ANSWER:

For a response to this Question, I refer the Member to Question Number 279.
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Treasurer, and Multimedia: charter flights
284.

MR BRACKS - To ask the Honourable the Treasurer, in his capacity as Treasurer and Minister for
Multimedia, since 3 October 1992 to date, what are the details for all charter flights, including
helicopters and light planes, used by the Minister and/or the Minister's office or the Minister's
predecessor, indicating in respect of each flight - (a) date; (b) carrier; (c) destination; (d) cost; and
(e) purpose.

ANSWER:
For a response to this Question, I refer the Member to Question Number 279.

Treasurer, and Multimedia: travel allowances
285.

MR BRACKS - To ask the Honourable the Treasurer, in his capacity as Treasurer and Minister for
Multimedia, since 30 March 1996 to date, the amount paid in travel allowances to the Minister, and
the details of each claim by the Minister including - (a) date of travel; (b) destination; and
(c) purpose of the travel.

ANSWER:
For a response to this Question, I refer the Member to Question Number 279.

Treasurer, and Multimedia: residential allowances
286.

MR BRACKS - To ask the Honourable the Treasurer, in his capacity as Treasurer and Minister for
Multimedia, since 30 March 1996 to date, the amount paid in residential allowances and the details
of each claim by the Minister.

ANSWER:
There has been no claim for residential allowances.

Conservation and Land Management: media research and public opinion polling
288.

MS GARBUIT - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management, in
respect of each department, agency and authority within her administration, the details of all media
research and public opinion polling conducted since 1 June 1995 to date, including - (a) the title of
each poll or item of research; (b) date approved and the duration of the contract; (c) cost;
(d) personnel or company conducting the project; (e) whether it was put to tender;
<tJ recommendations made; and (g) any subsequent actions taken by the department agency or
authority or Minister.

ANSWER:
The answer is provided on the attached table.

~
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY - QUESTION 288
Question Received 14 November 1996
Media Research and Public Opinion Polling 1 June 1995-14 November 1996, Conservation and Land Management Portfolio
Agency

Alpine Resorts
Commission
(ARC)

Title of
Poll/Research

Date and
Duration

Cost

ARC Annual
Winter Visitor
Survey

Approved 8/8/96.
Approximately 3
surveys, each of
1/2 month
duration.

Estimated
$16,000

Dept. Of
natural
Resources and
Environment
(DNRE)

The Victorian
Coast - Public
Attitudes and
Behaviour

Approved by
Secretary 10/5/96

Melbourne
Parks and
Waterways

Dandenong
Ranges Gardens
Survey of Visitors,
Wave 1, Spring
1996

Approved March
1996.
One year duration
(four waves
undertaken at
three monthly
interval)

$79,170

Company which
Undertook Work

Was There
a Tender
Process?

Recommendations

Yann Campbell
Hoare Wheeler

Yes

Research still being
undertaken.
Therefore no
recommendations
have yet been
received.

Note comment
under
Recommendations.

Report has yet to be
finalised.

Note comment
under
Recommendations.

TQA Research

Yes

Action Taken
/
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$49,693 for
four waves

Market Solutions
(Aust) P/L

Yes

Identified services,
facilities and types
of experiences that
visitors consider
important.

-----

Analysis of research
will form basis for
development of a
Future Directions
Strategy advising on
marketing and
product
development
strategies for the
Gardens.
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Melbourne
Parks and
Waterways

Waterways
Perception
Monitor
Wave Ill,
October 1995

Approved
March 1994
Three year
duration (one
wave
undertaken
annually)

$23,395 p/a

Melbourne
Parks and
Waterways

Parks
Satisfaction
Monitor,
Wave III,
March 1996

Approved
March 1994.
Three year
duration (one
wave each
year).

$78,000 p/a

Reark Research

TQA Research
P/L

Yes

Yes

Survey monitors
community awareness,
perception and satisfaction
with waterways.

Survey results used to
develop more effective
relationships with
stakeholders and are a key
input in development of
marketing and product
development strategies for
the lower Yarra, lower
Maribyrnong and Patterson
Rivers.

Survey of around 4,000
park users each year to
measure customer
satisfaction with facilities
and amenities in parks

Results used to improve
services and facilities in
parks.
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Melbourne
Parks and
Waterways

Community
Perception
Monitor,
August 1996

Approved June
1995.
Three year
duration (one
wave each
year).

$25,OOOp/a

AMRQuantum
Research

Yes

Over 500 telephone
interviews are conducted
each year to provide
ongoing updated
information on community
awareness and perceptions
of the organisation, its
activities and its future.

Information generated from
the research is used in the
development of stakeholder
and customer communication
strategies and in the
development of services and
facilities within the parks.

National
Parks Service

Visitor
Segmentation
Study

Approved
24/8/95.
Duration of 14
weeks.

$49,632

Market
Solutions (Aust)
P/L

Yes

Not applicable.

Results assist in the planning
and management of visitor
services.

z
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National
Parks Service

Customer
Satisfaction
Monitor,
pilot study

Approved
4/3/96.
5 months
duration.

$56,650

Roger James &
Associates

Yes

Not applicable.

Results assist in the
development and
implementation of a Customer
Satisfaction Monitor for the
purposes of planning and
management of visitor services
in protected areas.

Zoological
Parks and
Gardens
Board

Zoo
Monitor

Approved
27/3/96.

See Note.

Yann Campbell
Hoare Wheeler

Noongoing
research

Third update on benchmark
research carried out in 1992.
Background research on
relationship Victorians have
with their zoos and
sanctuaries

Results assist in the planning
and management of visitor
services.

Updates 1992 study.
Research provides
understanding of Melbourne
Zoo visitor address location,
mode of transport, reasons
for and perceived value from
the visit.

Results assist in the planning
and management of visitor
services.

None directly. Updates
earlier study (see above).

Results assist in the planning
and management of visitor
services.

Zoological
Parks and
Gardens
Board

Stage 2 of
visitor
survey.
First stage
commenced
in 1992.

Approved
27/3/96.

See Note

Market
Directions P / L

Noongoing
research

~

I
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Stage 3 of
visitor
survey.

Approved
27/3/96.

See Note

Market
Directions P / L

Noongoing
research
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Zoological
Parks and
Gardens
Board
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Note:
Overall cost of the three Zoological Parks and Gardens Board surveys was $33,500 which was provided by Schweppes/Cottees by way of sponsorship.
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Conservation and Land Management: office expenses
289.

MS GARBUTI - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management,
since 30 March 1996 to date, what are the details of expenses of the office of the Minister.

ANSWER:
The details of Ministerial expenses are1.

Staff salaries and on-costs

$153,802

2.

Number of Ministerial staff (including driver)

6

3.

Other Ministerial office operating (recurrent) expenses

$91,942

4.

Ministers and/ or office international flights

nil

5.

Destination of international flights

not applicable

6.

Ministers and/ or office domestic flights

$7,793

7.

Ministers and/ or office charter flights

Specific records of charter flights are
not maintained. A manual search of
receipts would be required. The time
and resources to do this would be
excessive and cannot be justified.

8.

Travel related expenses:

nil

9.

Entertainment expenses:

nil

10. Alcohol costs:

nil

11. Issue of credit cards:

The Minister and the Chief of Staff
each hold a Government issued
credit card. The total value of
purchases on each credit card is as
follows:
$3,249
Minister $2,088
Chief of Staff -

12. Credit card provider:

Australia and New Zealand Banking
Group Limited.

Notes:
(i)

Specifically identified items such as travel, entertainment and credit card purchases are not costs
which are additional to the ministerial office operating (recurrent) expenses (Item 3 of the answer).

(ii)

The above details cover the period 30 March 1996 to 13 November 1996. The time and resources
required to provide detailed information covering earlier periods can not be justified.

(iii)

The information supplied relating to international travel costs is based on estimated budgets made
when travel plans were submitted.

(iv) Ministerial expenses were incurred for the purpose of Ministerial duties. Travel related expenses can
be claimed by a Minister in the form of a travel allowance or by reimbursement of intra-State and
inter-State travel costs.
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Conservation and Land Management: entertainment expenses
290.

MS GARB UTI - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management,
since 30 March 1996 to date, in respect to the Minister's office and/ or departmental resources used
by the Minister, what are the details of all entertainment expenses incurred indicating - (a) total
costs; (b) itemised details of all expenditures over $500; including (i) date incurred; (ii) number of
guests; (iii) cost; (iv) purpose; and (v) name of service provider.

ANSWER:

For information relating to entertainment expenses the Honourable Member is referred to the response to
Question 289.

Conservation and Land Management: alcohol expenses
291.

MS GARBUTI - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management,
since 30 March 1996 to date, the details of all alcohol purchased by the Minister's office or the
department for the Minister's office, indicating in respect of each purchase - (a) date; (b) value; and
(c) item.

ANSWER:

For information relating to alcohol purchases the Honourable Member is referred to the response to
Question 289.

Conservation and Land Management: credit cards
292.

MS GARBUTI - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management,
whether the Minister or staff of the Minister's office hold one or more credit cards issued by the
Government; if so, what is the total value of purchases on each such credit card since 30 March 1996
to date, indicating- (a) date; (b) cost of each purchase; and (c) credit card provider.

ANSWER:

For information relating to credit cards the Honourable Member is referred to the response to Question
289.

Conservation and Land Management: air travel
293.

MS GARBUTI - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management,
since 3 October 1992 to date, what are the details of all domestic and international air travel used by
the Minister and/or the Minister's office, or the Minister's predecessor, indicating in respect of each
trip - (a) date; (b) carrier; (c) destination; and (d) cost.

ANSWER:

For information relating to domestic and international air travel the Honourable Member is referred to the '
response to Question 289.

Conservation and Land Management: charter flights
294.

MS GARBUTI - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management,
since 3 October 1992 to date, what are the details for all charter flights, including helicopters and
light planes, used by the Minister and/ or the Minister's office or the Minister's predecessor,
indicating in respect of each flight - (a) date; (b) carrier; (c) destination; (d) cost; and (e) purpose.
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ANSWER:
For information relating to charter flights the Honourable Member is referred to the response to Question
289.

Conservation and Land Management: travel allowances
295.

MS GARBUTI - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management,
since 30 March 1996 to date, the amount paid in travel allowances to the Minister, and the details of
each claim by the Minister including - (a) date of travel; (b) destination; and (c) purpose of the
travel.

ANSWER:
For information relating to travel allowances the Honourable Member is referred to the response to
Question 289.

Conservation and Land Management residential allowances
296.

MS GARBUTI - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management,
since 30 March 1996 to date, the amount paid in residential allowances and the details of each claim
by the Minister.

ANSWER:
The amount paid in residential allowances for the period from 30 March 1996 to 13 November 1996 is
$11,965.

Conservation and Land Management: pecuniary interest declarations
297.

MS GARBUTI - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management,
whether all ministerial officers either currently employed by the Minister or formerly employed by
the Minister have signed a pecuniary interest declaration; if so, on what date was the declaration
$igned and on what date did the employee commence employment.

ANSWER:
Senior Ministerial Officers currently employed by the Minister for Conservation and Land Management
signed pecuniary interest declarations on 4 June 1996. The officers involved are Ms Penny Johnston and
Mr JOM Kerr.
It is not appropriate that other staff sign similar declarations.
Ms JOMston commenced employment on 6 May 1996 as a Ministerial Adviser.
Mr Kerr commenced employment on 4 April 1996 as the Chief of Staff.

Housing, and Aboriginal Affairs: media research and public opinion polling
308.

MS KOSKY - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Housing, in her capacity as Minister for
Housing and Minister responsible for Aboriginal Affairs, in respect of each department, agency and
authority within her administration, the details of all media research and public opinion polling
conducted since 1 June 1995 to date, including - (a) the title of each poll or item of research; (b) date
approved and the duration of the contract; (c) cost; (d) personnel or company conducting the
project; (e) whether it was put to tender; if) recommendations made; and (g) any subsequent actions
taken by the department agency or authority or Minister.
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ANSWER:

There has been no media research or public relations polling conducted.

Housing, and Aboriginal Affairs: office expenses
309.

MS KOSKY - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Housing, in her capacity as Minister for
Housing and Minister responsible for Aboriginal Affairs, from 30 March 1996 to date, what are the
details of expenses of the office of the Minister.

ANSWER:

Details of Ministerial expenses are:
1.

Staff Salaries and On Costs
$268,195

2.

No of Ministerial staff (including driver)
There are six (6) staff currently employed as Ministerial officers.
Included in the above mentioned figure, my office purchases the services of a receptionist from the
Department of Human Services and the services of a Ministerial Transport Officer from the
Department of Premier and Cabinet.

3.

Other Ministerial operating (recurrent) expenses
An amount of $18,396 has been expended from the Ministerial operating budget, comprising office
services and requisites.

4.

Minister's and/ or Ministerial staff international flights
No international air travel occurred.

5.

Minister's and/ or Ministerial staff domestic flights
$7,834

6.

Minister's and/or Ministerial staff Charter flights
Neither I nor my office staff used charter flights, including helicopters and light planes.

7.

Minister's and/or Ministerial staff travel related expenses
$1,269

8.

Entertainment expenses
There have been no entertainment expenses incurred by myself or my office. The Minister has hosted
functions from time to time on behalf of the Department.

9.

Alcohol expenses
$454

10. Does the Minister or member of staff have a government issued credit card?
I hold a government issued credit card.
11. If so, who is the credit card provider?
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The credit card provider is Visa. The total amount charged to my Visa card was $1,269. This amount
is not additional to those mentioned in points 3 to 9 above.
The above details cover the period 30 March 1996 to 1 March 1997. Ministerial expenses were incurred for
the purpose of Ministerial duties.
Travel related expenses can be claimed by a Minister in the form of a flat travel allowance or by
reimbursement of intrastate or interstate travel costs.
The time and resources required to provide detailed information covering earlier periods cannot be
justified.

Housing, and Aboriginal Affairs: entertainment expenses
310.

MS KOSKY - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Housing, in her capacity as Minister for
Housing and Minister responsible for Aboriginal Affairs, since 30 March 1996 to date, in respect to
the Minister's office and/or departmental resources used by the Minister, what are the details of all
entertainment expenses incurred indicating - (a) total costs; (b) itemised details of all expenditures
over $500; including (i) date incurred; (ii) number of guests; (ill) cost; (iv) purpose; and (v) name of
service provider.

ANSWER:
This question is answered under question No. 309.

Housing, and Aboriginal Affairs: alcohol purchases
311.

MS KOSKY - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Housing, in her capacity as Minister for
Housing and Minister responsible for Aboriginal Affairs, since 30 March 1996 to date, the details of
all alcohol purchased by the Minister's office or the department for the Minister'S office use,
indicating in respect of each purchase - (a) date; (b) value; and (c) item.

ANSWER:
This question is answered under question No. 309.

Housing, and Aboriginal Affairs: credit cards
312.

MS KOSKY - To ask the Honourable the Minister for HOUSing, in her capacity as Minister for
Housing and Minister responsible for Aboriginal Affairs, whether the Minister or staff of the
Minister's office hold one or more credit cards issued by the Government; if so, what is the total
value of purchases on each such credit card since 30 March 1996 to date, indicating- (a) date; (b) cost
of each purchase; and (c) credit card provider.

ANSWER:
This question is answered under question No. 309.

Housing, and Aboriginal Affairs: air travel
313.

MS KOSKY - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Housing, in her capacity as Minister for
Housing and Minister responsible for Aboriginal Affairs, since 3 October 1992 to date, what are the
details of all domestic and international air travel used by the Minister and/ or the Minister's office,
or the Minister's predecessor, indicating in respect of each trip - (a) date; (b) carrier; (c) destination;
and (d) cost.
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ANSWER:

This question is answered under question No. 309.

Housing, and Aboriginal Affairs: charter flights
314.

MS KOSKY - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Housing, in her capacity as Minister for
Housing and Minister responsible for Aboriginal Affairs, since 3 October 1992 to date, what are the
details for all charter flights, including helicopters and light planes, used by the Minister and/ or the
Minister's office or the Minister's predecessor, indicating in respect of each flight - (a) date;
(b) carrier; (c) destination; (d) cost; and (e) purpose.

ANSWER:

This question is answered under question No. 309.

Housing, and Aboriginal Affairs: travel allowances
315.

MS KOSKY - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Housing, in her capacity as Minister for
Housing and Minister responsible for Aboriginal Affairs, since 30 March 1996 to date, the amount
paid in travel allowances to the Minister, and the details of each claim by the Minister including(a) date of travel; (b) destination; and (c) purpose of the travel.

ANSWER:

This question is answered under question No. 309.

Housing, and Aboriginal Affairs: residential allowances
316.

MS KOSKY - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Housing, in her capacity as Minister for
Housing and Minister responsible for Aboriginal Affairs, since 30 March 1996 to date, the amount
paid in residential allowances and the details of each claim by the Minister.

ANSWER:

I did not claim or receive a residential allowance under the Parliamentary Salaries and Superannuation
Act 1968 and pursuant to regulations.
My predecessor would have received an allowance in accordance with the same Act and regulations.

Housing, and Aboriginal Affairs: pecuniary interest declarations
317.

MS KOSKY - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Housing, in her capacity as Minister for
Housing and Minister responsible for Aboriginal Affairs, whether all ministerial officers either
currently employed by the Minister or formerly employed by the Minister have signed a pecuniary
interest declaration; if so, on what date was the declaration signed and on what date did the
employee commence employment.

ANSWER:

Yes. All four ministerial officers employed by me in my capacity as Minister for Housing and Minister
Responsible for Aboriginal Affairs signed a pecuniary interest declaration on or about the time of their
commencement of employment, on my appointment as Minister for Housing and Minister Responsible for
Aboriginal Affairs.
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Youth and Community Services: media research and public opinion polling
318.

MR THWAITES - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Youth and Community Services in
respect of each department, agency and authority within his administration, the details of all media
research and public opinion polling conducted since 1 June 1995 to date, including - (a) the title of
each poll or item of research; (b) date approved and the duration of the contract; (c) cost;
(d) personnel or company conducting the project; (e) whether it was put to tender;
(j) recommendations made; and (g) any subsequent actions taken by the department agency or
authority or Minister.

ANSWER:
There has been no media research or public relations polling conducted.

Youth and Community Services: office expenses
319.

MR THWAlTES - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Youth and Community Services since
30 March 1996 to date, what are the details of expenses of the office of the Minister.

ANSWER:
Details of Ministerial expenses are:
1.

Staff Salaries and on costs
$232,631

2.

No of Ministerial staff (including driver)
There are four full time and one part time staff (4.5) currently working in my office.

3.

Other Ministerial operating (recurrent) expenses

An amount of $55,331 has been expended from the Ministerial operating budget, comprising office
services and requisites.
4.

Minister's and/ or Ministerial staff international flights
No international air travel occurred.

5.

Minister's and/ or Ministerial staff domestic flights
$11,732 ($7307 travelling to electorate)

6.

Minister's and/ or Ministerial staff Charter flights
$5,990

7.

Minister's and/or Ministerial staff travel related expenses
$2291

8.

Entertainment expenses
$475

In addition, the Minister has hosted functions from time to time on behalf of the Department.
9.

Alcohol expenses
$508
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10. Does the Minister or member of staff have a government issued credit card?
I hold a government issued Visa credit card as does a member of my staff.
11. If so, who is the credit card provider?
The credit card provider is Visa. The total amount charged to my Visa card was $2448. The total
amount charged to my staff member's Visa card was $1505. These amounts are not additional to those
mentioned in points 3 to 9 above.
The above details cover the period 30 March 1996 to 1 March 1997. Ministerial expenses were incurred for
the purpose of Ministerial duties.
Travel related expenses can be claimed by a Minister in the form of a flat travel allowance or by
reimbursement of intrastate or interstate travel costs.
The time and resources required to provide detailed information covering earlier periods cannot be
justified.

Youth and Community Services: entertainment expenses
320.

MR THWAlTES - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Youth and Community Services since
30 March 1996 to date, in respect to the Minister's office and/or departmental resources used by the
Minister, what are the details of all entertainment expenses incurred indicating - (a) total costs; and
(b) itemised details of all expenditure over $500 including; (i) date incurred; (ii) number of guests;
(ill) cost; (iv) purpose; and (v) name of service provider.

ANSWER:

This question is answered under question No. 319.

Youth and Community Services: alcohol purchases
321.

MR THWAlTES - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Youth and Community Services since
30 March 1996 to date, the details of all alcohol purchased by the Minister's office or the department
for the Minister's office, indicating in respect of each purchase - (a) date; (b) value; and (c) item.

ANSWER:

This question is answered under question No. 319.

Youth and Community Services: credit cards
322.

MR THWAlTES - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Youth and Community Services
whether the Minister or staff of the Minister's office hold one or more credit cards issued by the
Government; if so, what is the total value of purchases on each such credit card since 30 March 1996
to date, indicating - (a) date; (b) cost of each purchase; and (c) credit card provider.

ANSWER:

In regard to the question raised concerning my predecessor, this was responded to in the Autumn Session,
1995 (refer to Weekly Hansard No. 6, 18 May 1995, Question on Notice No. 300).

The remainder of the question is answered under question No. 319.
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Youth and Community Services: air travel
323.

MR THWAITES - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Youth and Community Services, since 3
October 1992 to date, what are the details of all domestic and international air travel used by the
Minister and/or the Minister's office, or the Minister's predecessor, indicating in respect of each
trip - (a) date; (b) carrier; (c) destination; and (d) cost.

ANSWER:
This question is answered under question No. 319.

Youth and Community Services: charter flights
324.

MR THWAITES - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Youth and Community Services, since 3
October 1992 to date, what are the details for all charter flights, including helicopters and light
planes, used by the Minister and/ or the Minister's office or the Minister's predecessor, indicating in
respect of each flight - (a) date; (b) carrier, (c) destination; (d) cost; and (e) purpose.

ANSWER:
This question is answered under question No. 319.

Youth and Community Services: travel allowances
325.

MR THWAITES - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Youth and Community Services, since
30 March 1996 to date, the amount paid in travel allowances to the Minister, and the details of each
claim by the Minister including - (a) date of travel; (b) destination; and (c) purpose of the travel.

ANSWER:
This question is answered under question No. 319.

Youth and Community Services: residential allowances
326.

MR THWAITES - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Youth and Community Services, since
30 March 1996 to date, the amount paid in residential allowances and the details of each claims by
the Minister.

ANSWER:
Pursuant to Regulation 6 of the Parliamentary Allowances Regulations 1992, I am eligible for a residential
allowance, and have received for the period 30 March 1996 to 1 March 1997,517,450.53.

Youth and Community Services: pecuniary interest declarations
327.

MR THWAITES - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Youth and Community Services,
whether all ministerial officers either currently employed by the Minister or formerly employed by
the Minister have signed a pecuniary interest declaration; if so, on what date was the declaration
signed and on what date did the employee commence employment.

ANSWER:
All three ministerial advisers employed by me in my capacity as Minister for Youth and Community
Services have signed a pecuniary interest declaration.
These declarations were signed on 28/4/96, 1/11/96 and 10/1/97.
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Premier: alcohol purchases
MR PANDAZOPOULOS - To ask the Honourable the Premier, since 3 October, 1992 to date,
what the details are of all alcohol purchased by the Minister or his office, indicating, in respect of
each purchase - (a) the date; (b) the value; and (c) the item.

5.

ANSWER:
I am informed that alcohol for official hospitality purposes is purchased from Departmental funds and no
separate requisition is made for the Premier's office.

Premier: advertising
20.

MR PANDAZOPOULOS - To ask the Honourable the Premier, in respect of each department,
agency and authority within his administration, what the details are of all advertising campaigns
since 3 October 1992 to date, indicating - (i) the purpose and total costs of each campaign; and
(ii) the total advertising budget in his ministerial portfolio for 1992-93, 1993-94 and 1994-95 financial
years.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Department of Premier and Cabinet
(Incorporating Multicultural Affairs)
(i)

(ii)

Advertising undertaken since 3 October 1992
D~tails

Cost $

DPC contribution, in conjunction with the Department of
Btlsiness and Employment, to industrial relations community
awareness program

200,000

Newspaper Inserts - Victoria on the Move

133,174

Advertising for 'Victoria's Open House' exhibition held in
October 1995

258,984

Advertising for opening of the Melbourne Exhibition Centre
during February 1996

116,482

TOTAL

$708,640

Advertising Budget
The general advertising budget for the Department for the 1992/93, 1993/94 and 1994/95 financial
years was $0, $35 000 and $35 000 respectively. These amounts were budgeted to cover general
advertiSing costs such as newspaper advertising of staffing positions, tenders and seeking expressions
of interest for consultancies. The expenditure detailed in (i) above are whole-of-government
initiatives for which purpose-specific funding was provided outside the department's annual
appropriation.
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Ombudsman's Office

(i) Advertising campaigns undertaken since 3 October 1992
The Ombudsman's Office has incurred advertising expenses of $10,722 since 3 October 1992. The
expenditure was for advertising country visits undertaken by staff of the office to provide advice to
country residents.

(ii) Advertising Budgets
There were no specific budget allocations for advertising for 1992-93, 1993-94, 1994-95 financial years.
Office of the Governor

(i) Advertising campaigns undertaken since 3 October 1992
Since 3 October 1992, the Office of the Governor has spent on $16 497 on advertiSing campaigns for
Government House Open Days.
(ii)

Advertising Budgets
The Office of the Governor did not set advertising budgets for the 1992-93, 1993-94 and 1994-95
financial years.

Office of the Auditor-General

(i) Advertising campaigns undertaken since 3 October 1992
The Office of the Auditor-General has not conducted any advertising campaigns since 3 October 1992.

(ii) Advertising Budgets
The advertising budget for 1992-93, 1993-94 and 1994-95 was $3 000, $2000 and 57000, respectively.
The Victorian Relief Committee

(i) Advertising campaigns undertaken since 3 October 1992
The Victorian Relief Committee has not incurred any advertising expenses since 3 October 1992.

(ii) Advertising Budgets
The Victorian Relief Committee does not have an advertising budget.

Multicultural Affairs: advertising
35.

MR PANDAZOPOULOS - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Multicultural Affairs, in
respect of each department, agency and authority within his administration, what the details are of
all advertiSing campaigns since 3 October 1992 to date, indicating - (i) the purpose and total costs
of each campaign; and (ii) the total advertising budget in his ministerial portfolio for 1992-93, 199394 and 1994-95 financial years.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The answer to this question has been incorporated in the Department of Premier and Cabinet response to
Parliamentary Question No. 20.
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Premier: ministerial offices
47.

MR PANDAZOPOULOS - To ask the Honourable the Premier whether he will provide details on
the total operating costs for ministerial offices for the financial years 1992-93, 1993-94 and 1994-95.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the time and resources required to provide detailed information for the period 3
October 1992 to 30 March 1996 cannot be justified.

Multicultural Affairs: consultancies
94.

MR PANDAZOPOULOS - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Multicultural Affairs, in
respect of each department, agency and authority within his administration, for the periods 3
October 1992 to 30 October 1993, and 1 June 1994 to 23 November 1995, what the details are of each
consultancy commissioned, indicating - (a) date; (b) cost; (c) purpose; (d) name and address of
consultant; (e) recommendations made; if) action taken in response to any recommendations; and
(g) whether tenders were called.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The answer to this question has been incorporated within the Department of Premier and Cabinet part of
the response to Question on Notice No. 78.

Premier, Multicultural Affairs, and Arts: office expenses
199.

MR HULLS - To ask the Honourable the Premier, in his capacity as Premier, Minister for
Multicultural Affairs and Minister for the Arts, since 30 March 1996 to date, what are the details of
expenses of the office of the Premier.

ANSlVER:
I am informed that from 30 March 1996 to 30 November 1996 that the details of Ministerial expenses in
COlmection with my portfolio responsibilities of Premier, Minister for Multicultural Affairs and Minister
for the Arts are:
1. Staff Salaries and on costs

$1,296,859.09

2. Number of Ministerial staff (including driver)

39.2 FTE

3. Other Ministerial office operating (recurrent) expenses excluding those
quoted below

$542,388.73

4. Premier and/or office staff international flights

$44,737.60

5. Destination of international flights

United Arab Emirates
Greece
Japan and Korea

6. Premier and/or office staff domestic flights

$17,225.60

7. Premier and/or office staff charter fli~s

$14,373.00

8. Travel-related eXj>ensesftravel allowance for Premier only}

$2,537.94
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9. Entertainment (Note 1)

$2,787.30

10. Alcohol expenses (Note 2)

Not applicable

11. Does the Premier or any of his staff have a Government issued credit
card?

Yes

12. If so, who was the credit card provider

ANZ

Note 1
Additional entertainment expenditure of $150,463.42 was incurred by the Protocol and Special Events
Branch on behalf of the Premier for ceremonial functions and hospitality in his role as Head of
Government
Note 2
Alcohol for official hospitality purposes is purchased from Departmental funds and no separate
requisition is made for the Premier's office.
The above details cover the period 30 March to 30 November 1996. The time and resources required to
provide detailed information covering earlier periods can not be justified.
Ministerial expenses were incurred for the purpose of Ministerial duties. Travel-related expenses can be
claimed by a Minister in the form of a travel allowance or by reimbursement of intra-State and inter-State
travel costs.

Premier, Multicultural Affairs, and Arts: entertainment expenses
200.

MR HULLS - To ask the Honourable the Premier, in his capacity as Premier, Minister for
Multicultural Affairs and Minister for the Arts, since 30 March 1996 to date, in respect to the
Premier's office and/ or departmental resources used by the Premier, what are the details of all
entertainment expenses incurred indicating - (a) total costs; and (b) itemised details of all
expenditure over $500 including; (i) date incurred; (ii) number of guests; (ill) cost; (iv) purpose; and
(v) name of service provider.

ANSWER:

I refer to the details about entertainment costs provided in response to Question on Notice No. 199.

Premier, Multicultural Affairs, and Arts: alcohol purchases
201.

MR HULLS - To ask the Honourable the Premier, in his capacity as Premier, Minister for
Multicultural Affairs and Minister for the Arts, since 30 March 1996 to date, the details of all alcohol
purchased by the Premier's office or the department for the Premier's office, indicating in respect of
each purchase - (a) date; (b) value; and (c) item.

ANSWER:

I refer to the details about the purchase of alcohol provided in response to Question on Notice No. 199.

Premier, Multicultural Affairs, and Arts: credit cards
202.

MR HULLS - To ask the Honourable the Premier, in his capacity as Premier, Minister for
Multicultural Affairs and Minister for the Arts, whether the Premier or staff of the Premier's office
hold one or more credit cards issued by the Government; if so, what is the total value of purchases
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on each such credit card since 30 March 1996 to date, indicating - (a) date; (b) cost of each
purchase; and (c) credit card provider.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the following staff in the Premier's office have been issued an ANZ Corporate Card
and the totals of all transactions for these staff members since 30 March 1996 to 30 November 1996 are
outlined below:
Card-Holder
The Hon J G Kennett
Anna Cronin
Craig Foster
DawnKinna
John Griffin

Kevin BaIshaw
Steve Murphy

Total Cost of each Card
$2,587.82
$4,342.23
$692.52
$288.75
$4,537.94
$1,410.40
$3,203.31

Premier, Multicultural Affairs, and Arts: air travel
203.

MR HULLS - To ask the Honourable the Premier, in his capacity as Premier, Minister for
Multicultural Affairs and Minister for the Arts, since 3 October 1992 to date, what are the details of
all domestic and international air travel used by the Premier and/or the Premier's office, or the
previous Minister for the Arts, indicating in respect of each trip - (a) date; (b) carrier;
(c) destination; and (d) cost.

ANSWER:
The Honourable the Premier: I refer to the answer provided in response to Question on Notice No. 199
which covered the issue of domestic and international flights for the period 30 March 1996 to 30
November 1996. I am informed that time and resources required to provide detailed information for the
period 3 October 1992 to 30 March 1996 cannot be justified.

Premier, Multicultural Affairs, and Arts: charter flights
204.

MR HULLS - To ask the Honourable the Premier, in his capacity as Premier, Minister for
Multicultural Affairs and Minister for the Arts, since 3 October 1992 to date, what are the details for
all charter flights, including helicopters and light planes, used by the Premier and/ or the Premier's
office or the previous Minister for the Arts, indicating in respect of each flight - (a) date; (b) carrier,
(c) destination; (d) cost; and (e) purpose.

ANSWER:
I refer to the answer provided in response to Question on Notice No. 199 which covered the issue of
charter flights for the period 30 March 1996 to 30 November 1996. I am informed that time and resources
required to provide detailed information for the period 3 October 1992 to 30 March 1996 cannot be
justified.

Premier, Multicultural Affairs, and Arts: travel allowances
205.

MR HULLS - To ask the Honourable the Premier, in his capacity as Premier, Minister for
Multicultural Affairs and Minister for the Arts, since 30 March 1996 to date, the amount paid in
travel allowances to the Premier, and the details of each claim by the Premier including - (a) date
of travel; (b) destination; and (c) purpose.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

ASSEMBLY

1820

Wednesday, 9 April 1997

ANSWER:
I refer to the answer provided in response to Question on Notice No. 199 which covered the issue of travel
allowances paid to me for the period 30 March 1996 to 30 November 1996.

Premier, Multicultural Affairs, and Arts: residential allowances
206.

MR HULLS - To ask the Honourable the Premier, in his capacity as Premier, Minister for
Multicultural Affairs and Minister for the Arts, since 30 March 1996 to date, the amount paid in
residential allowances and the details of each claim by the Premier.

ANSWER:
Pursuant to Regulation 6 of the Parliamentary Allowances Regulations 1992, I am ineligible for a residential
allowance.

Premier, Multicultural Affairs, and Arts: pecuniary interest declarations
207.

MR HULLS - To ask the Honourable the Premier, in his capacity as Premier, Minister for
Multicultural Affairs and Minister for the Arts, whether all ministerial officers either currently
employed by the Premier or formerly employed by the Premier have signed a pecuniary interest
declaration; if so, on what date was the declaration signed and on what date did the employee
commence employment.

ANSWER:
I am informed that all ministerial officers and press secretaries employed in my office have lodged
pecuniary interest declarations as at 3 April 1997.

Education: media research and public opinion polling
228.

MR MILDENHALL - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Education, in respect of each
department, agency and authority within his administration, the details of all media research and
public opinion polling conducted since 1 June 1995 to date, including - (a) the title of each poll or
item of research; (b) date approved and the duration of the contract; (c) cost; (d) personnel or
company conducting the project; (e) whether it was put to tender; if) recommendations made; and
(g) any subsequent actions taken by the department agency or authority or Minister.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(a) To provide the information requested would require an inordinate amount of time and resources
which are not available.
(d) There have been 3 contracts approved for the following dates and with the following
companies:

(b) &

(i)
(ii)

Galeforce Strategic Marketing from 4 October 1995 unti130 October 1996;
Media Monitors Pty Ltd from 1 July 1995 with an ongoing contract updated every two months;

and
(iii) Galeforce Strategic Marketing from August 1996 for three months.

(c) Up to 13 November 1996 the cost of these contracts is $252,557
(e) Contract (i) was put to tender. As the costs of the projects were to be under $50,000, tenders were not
required to be called for contracts (ii) and (iii)
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(f) To provide the information requested would require an inordinate amount of time and resources,

which are not available.
(g) To provide the information requested would require an inordinate amount of time and resources,
which are not available.

Education: office expenses
229.

MR MILDENHALL - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Education, since 30 March 1996 to
date, what are the details of expenses of the office of the Minister.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:

Details of Ministerial Office expenses are 1.

Staff salaries and on-costs:

$471,591

2.

Number of Ministerial staff (including driver):

8

3.

Total Ministerial office operating (recurrent) expenses:

$129,038

4.

Ministers and/ or office international flights:

$4,149

5.

Ministers and/or office domestic flights:

$15,071

6.

Ministers and/ or office charter flights:

$3,645

7.

Ministers and/ or office travel related expenses:

$14,802

8.

Entertainment expenses (includes alcohol costs):

$2,857

9.

Does Minister or staff member have a governmentissued credit card:
Total expenditure $1,055.70, $2,145.36 and $1,775.30

Yes- 3

9.1 If so, who was the credit card provider:

ANZVisa

The above details cover the period 30 March 1996 to 1 March 1997. The time and resources required to
provide detailed information covering earlier periods can not be justified.
Mrusterial expenses were incurred for the purpose of Ministerial duties.

Education: entertainment expenses
230.

MR MILDENHALL - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Education since 30 March 1996 to
date, in respect to the Minister's office and/or departmental resources used by the Minister, what
are the details of all entertainment expenses incurred indicating - (a) total costs; (b) itemised details
of all expenditures over $500; including (i) date incurred; (iD number of guests; (ill) cost,
(iv) purpose; and (v) name of service provider.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Refer to the answer to Legislative Assembly Question 229.
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Education: alcohol purchases
231.

MR MILDENHALL - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Education, since 30 March 1996 to
date, the details of all alcohol purchased by the Minister's office or the department for the Minister's
office, indicating in respect of each purchase - (a) date; (b) value; and (c) item.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Refer to the answer to Legislative Assembly Question 229.

Education: credit cards
232.

MR MILDENHALL - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Education whether the Minister or
staff of the Minister's office hold one or more credit cards issued by the Government; if so, what is
the total value of purchases on each such credit card since 30 March 1996 to date, indicating(a) date; (b) cost of each purchase; and (c) credit card provider.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Refer to the answer to Legislative Assembly Question 229.

Education: air travel
233.

MR MILDENHALL - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Education, since 3 October 1992 to
date, what are the details of all domestic and international air travel used by the Minister and/ or
the Minister's office, or the Minister's predecessor, indicating in respect of each trip - (a) date;
(b) carrier; (c) destination; and «(d) cost.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Refer to the answer to Legislative Assembly Question 229.

Education: charter flights
234.

MR MILDENHALL - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Education, since 3 October 1992 to
date, what are the details for all charter flights, including helicopters and light planes, used by the
Minister and/ or the Minister's office or the Minister's predecessor, indicating in respect of each
flight - (a) date; (b) carrier; (c) destination; (d) cost; and (e) purpose.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Refer to the answer to Legislative Assembly Question 229.

Education: travel allowances
235.

MR MILDENHALL - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Education, since 30 March 1996 to
date, the amount paid in travel allowances to the Minister, and the details of each claim by the
Minister including - (a) date of travel; (b) destination; and (c) purpose of the travel.
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ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Refer to the answer to Legislative Assembly Question 229.

Education: residential allowances
236.

MR MILDENHALL - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Education, since 30 March 1996 to

date, the amount paid in residential allowances and the details of each claim by the Minister.
ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Pursuant to Regulation 6 of the Parliamentary Allowances Regulations 1992, the Minister for Education
was ineligible for a residential allowance from 30 March 1996 to 13 November 1996.

Education: pecuniary interest declarations
237.

MR MILDENHALL - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Education, whether all ministerial
officers either currently employed by the Minister or formerly employed by the Minister have
signed a pecuniary interest declaration; if so, on what date was the declaration signed and on what
date did the employee commence employment.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
All n1inisterial officers currently and formerly employed in the current Minister's office have signed a
pecuniary interest declaration.
Corrunencement Date
5/2/96
26/7/93

10/7:95
1/5/96

24/7/95
26110/92
7/10/92

Date of most recent pecuniary
interest declaration
13/6/96
13/6/96
13/6/96
1316/96
1316196
9/8/96
13/6/96

Planning and Local Government: media research and public opinion polling
258.

MR DOLLIS - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Planning and Local Government, in respect
of each department, agency and authority within his administration, the details of all media
research and public opinion polling conducted since 1 June 1995 to date, including - (a) the title of
each poll or item of research; (b) date approved and the duration of the contract; (c) cost;
(d) personnel or company conducting the project; (e) whether it was put to tender;
if) recommendations made; and (g) any subsequent actions taken by the department agency or
authority or Minister.

ANSWER:
The major opinion polling undertaken within the Planning and Local Government portfolio was for the
Melbourne City Link Authority.
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After a competitive tender process advertised via newspapers in October 1994, the Authority
commissioned AMR Quantum Harris on 14 November 1994 to undertake survey work to determine the
attitudes of Melbourne residents to the development of the Melbourne City Link project. The initial
survey took place in November 1994.
The consultancy work undertaken by Quantum Harris is reported in the 1994-95 and 1995-96 Annual
Reports of the Melbourne City Link Authority and the overall results of the initial survey undertaken in
November 1994 were reported in the Herald Sun in March/ April 1995.
A total of $55,000.00 was paid to Quantum Harris during 1994-95 and over the year 1995-96 a total of
$29,424.00 was paid.
Over the period June 1995 to 13 November 1996, AMR Quantum Harris produced three reportsMelbourne City Link Tracking Study,
Summary Report Number No 1 (June 1995); Melbourne City Link Advertising Testing, Summary of
Qualatative Research (August 1995); and MCLA Advertising Pre - Test Qualitative Report
(September 1995). Copies of these reports were provided to the Member for Thomastown, Mr Peter
Batchelor, in June 1996.
No recommendations were provided by the consultants in their report. The reports contain a summary of
survey findings.
The period of the contract with AMR Quantum Harris was for two years, concluding on 13 November
1996. However, in January 1996 the Authority concluded the Quantum Harris research as the Melbourne
City Link project was about to enter a new phase with the contract between the State and Transurban
finalised and the City Link legislation passed.
The Urban Land Authority undertakes customer satisfaction surveys from time to time.
AMR Quantum Harris has been engaged to survey local government issues. This consultancy was the
subject of Legislative Assembly Question No 280 and 645 asked by Mr Pandazopoulos. Approval for the
contract was given on 6 December 1994. Expenditure to date amounts to $47,228.00. The findings are for
consideration by Cabinet.
The Docklands Authority has commissioned work to track public opinion and public awareness of the
Authority's development on three weekends in August, November and December 1996. Newspoll Market
Research undertook the study. The total amount paid was $10,175.00 As a result of the high level of
public interest in the Docklands development, it was recommended that more information be provided to
the public and a public information program is under way.

Planning and Local Government: office expenses
259.

MR DOLLIS - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Planning and Local Government, since 30
March 1996 to date, what are the details of expenses of the office of the Minister.

ANSWER:
Expenses of the Office of the Minister for Planning and Local Government are:
Salaries and on-costs: $368,615.00
Number of Ministerial staff: 6
Minister's Office operating expenses: $163,477.00
Minister's and/or office international flights: $16,766.00
Destination of international flights taken by Minister and/ or staff: Tokyo, Paris, Guangzhou
Minister's and/or office domestic flights: $3,504.00
Minister's and/ or office charter flights: Nil
Travel-related expenses: $9,607.00
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Entertainment expenses: $3,604.00
Alcohol costs: $553.00
The costs specified above for entertainment, alcohol, and travel are included in and are not additional to
the total operating expenses specified.
Ministerial expenses are incurred for the purpose of fulfilling Ministerial duties. Travel related expenses
can be claimed in the form of travel allowance or by reimbursement of travel costs.
The above details cover the period 30 March 1996 to 28 February 1997. The time and resources required to
provide detailed information sought in other questions in relation to earlier periods cannot be justified.
Neither I nor my staff hold a credit card issued by the Government.

Planning and Local Government: entertainment expenses
260.

MR DOLLIS - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Planning and Local Government, since 30
March 1996 to date, in respect to the Minister's office and/or departmental resources used by the
Minister, what are the details of all entertainment expenses incurred indicating - (a) total costs;
(b) itemised details of all expenditures over $500; including (i) date incurred; (ii) number of guests;
(ill) cost; (iv) purpose; and (v) name of service provider.

ANSWER:
The honourable member is referred to the response to Question No 259 which includes information on
entertainment expenses.
The time and resources to detail the costs associated with each occasion cannot be justified.

Planning and Local Government: alcohol purchases
261.

MR DOLLIS - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Planning and Local Government since 30
March 1996 to date, the details of all alcohol purchased by the Minister's office or the department
for the Minister's office, indicating in respect of each purchase - (a) date; (b) value; and (c) item.

ANSWER:
The honourable member is referred to the response to Question No 259 which includes information on the
cost of alcohol purchases.
The time and resources to search to locate the records to detail the date of purchases or costs of specific
items carmot be justified.

Planning and Local Government: credit cards
262.

MR DOLLIS - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Planning and Local Government, whether
the Minister or staff of the Minister's office hold one or more credit cards issued by the
Government; if so, what is the total value of purchases on each such credit card since 30 March 1996
to date, indicating- (a) date; (b) cost of each purchase; and (c) credit card provider.

ANSWER:
The honourable member is referred to the response to Question No 259 which advises that neither I nor
my staff hold a credit card issued by the Government.
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Planning and Local Government: air travel
263.

MR DOLUS - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Planning and Local Government, since 3
October 1992 to date, what are the details of all domestic and international air travel used by the
Minister and/ or the Minister's office, or the Minister's predecessor, indicating in respect of each
trip - (a) date; (b) carrier; (c) destination; and (d) cost.

ANSWER:

The honourable member is referred to the response to Question No 259 which includes information on the
costs of flights for the period 30 March 1996 to 28 February 1997 and on the destination of international
flights.
The time and resources to provide the details of each journey or to provide details covering earlier periods
cannot be justified.

Planning and Local Government: charter flights
264.

MR DOLUS - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Planning and Local Government, since 3
October 1992 to date, what are the details for all charter flights, including helicopters and light
planes, used by the Minister and/ or the Minister's office or the Minister's predecessor, indicating in
respect of each flight - (a) date; (b) carrier; (c) destination; (d) cost; and (e) purpose.

ANSWER:

The honourable member is referred to the response to Question No. 259 which advises that no charter
services have been used from 30 March 1996 to 28 February 1997.

Planning and Local Government: travel allowances
265.

MR DOLUS - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Planning and Local Government, since 30
March 1996 to date, the amount paid in travel allowances to the Minister, and the details of each
claim by the Minister including - (a) date of travel; (b) destination; and (c) purpose of the travel.

ANSWER:

The honourable member is referred to the response to Question No. 259 which includes information on
travel allowances.

Planning and Local Government: residential allowances
266.

MR DOLUS - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Planning and Local Government, since 30
March 1996 to date, the amount paid in residential allowances and the details of each claim by the
Minister.

ANSWER:

Residential allowances are paid under Regulation 6 of the Parliamentary Allowances Regulations 1992
when a member's home is more than 80 kilometres from Melbourne.
I have not been paid a residential allowance.

Planning and Local Government: pecuniary interest dedarations
267.

MR DOLUS - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Planning and Local Government, whether
all ministerial officers either currently employed by the Minister or formerly employed by the

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Wednesday, 9 April 1997

ASSEMBLY

1827

Minister have signed a pecuniary interest declaration; if so, on what date was the declaration signed
and on what date did the employee commence employment.
ANSWER:
Yes. All 6 of my staff have completed pecuniary interest declarations.
These declarations were signed on 21 May 1996, 21 May 1996,21 May 1996, 17 February 1997,
26 March 1997 and 26 March 1997 respectively.

Attorney-General, Fair Trading, and Women's Affairs: office expenses
299.

MR HULLS - To ask the Honourable the Attorney General, in her capacity as Attorney-General,
Minister for Fair Trading and Minister for Women's Affairs, since 30 March 1996 to date, what are
the details of expenses of the office of the Minister.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The details below generally cover the period since 30 March 1996 up to the time specified below. Where
the detailed information is not readily available I have provided aggregate figures which are readily
available.
The time and resources to provide detailed information covering periods earlier than 30 March 1996
cannot be justified.
The total figure for the operating expenses of the Minister's office is $ 77 543.75 and includes the cost of
purchase of the ministerial car as well as disposal. It should be noted that this figure does not include
salary and salary-related costs.
Cost of ministerial contract staff
(This is the estimate for the entire 1996/97 year
and includes salary related costs)

$326559.00

Residential Allowance

NIL

Minister's office operating expenditure
(This is for the period 31/3/96 to 25/3/97)

$77 543.75

The type of expense items which fall within the office operating expenditure are as follows. It should be
noted that these figures are components of the $ 77 543.75 identified above:

·Entertainment expenses
(This is for the period 31/3/96 to 25/3/97)

$552.50

• Assorted Beverages (non-alcoholic and alcoholic)
(This is for the period 31/3/96 to 25/3/97)

$361.57

Ministerial Travel (Minister and staff)
(This is for the period 31/3/96 to 25/3/97)

$11894.00

Charter Travel

NIL

·Credit Card Purchases
(For period 31/3/96 to 25/3/97)
Minister's Card
Staff - Card 1
Staff - Card 2

$1147.00
$2384.50
$ 224.50
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""It should be noted that all expenditure listed under 'entertainment' and 'assorted beverages' and some
listed under 'travel' was paid for by credit card. These amounts are also included in the credit card
purchases identified above.

Attorney-General, Fair Trading, and Women's Affairs: entertainment expenses
300.

MR HULLS - To ask the Honourable the Attorney-General, in her capacity as Attorney-General,
Minister for Fair Trading and Minister for Women's Affairs, since 30 March 1996 to date, in respect
to the Minister's office and/ or departmental resources used by the Minister, what are the details of
all entertainment expenses incurred indicating - (a) total costs; (b) itemised details of all
expenditures over $500; including (i) date incurred; (ii) number of guests; (ill) cost; (iv) purpose;
and (v) name of service provider.

ANSWER:

I am informed that:
The information which is readily available to respond to the Honourable Member's question is provided
in answer to question number 299.

Attorney-General, Fair Trading, and Women's Affairs: alcohol purchases
301.

MR HULLS - To ask the Honourable the Attorney-General; in her capacity as Attorney-General,
Minister for Fair Trading and Minister for Women's Affairs, since 30 March 1996 to date, the details
of all alcohol purchased by the Minister's office or the department for the Minister's office,
indicating in respect of each purchase - (a) date; (b) value; and (c) item.

ANSWER:

I am informed that:
The details requested by the Honourable Member are not readily available. The only information readily
available does not differentiate between alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages. The information is
provided in answer to question number 299.

Attorney-General, Fair Trading, and Women's Affairs: credit cards
302.

MR HULLS - To ask the Honourable the Attorney-General, in her capacity as Attorney-General,
Minister for Fair Trading and Minister for Women's Affairs, whether the Minister or staff of the
Minister's office hold one or more credit cards issued by the Government; if so, what is the total
value of purchases on each such credit card since 30 March 1996 to date, indicating- (a) date; (b) cost
of each purchase; and (c) credit card provider.

ANSWER:

Yes, currently there are credit cards held by me and one of my staff. The total purchases on both cards are
provided in answer to question number 299. Another staff member who is now on maternity leave held a
card for some of the period referred to (March to June 1996), but that card has now been cancelled.
The credit card provider in all cases was VISA.

Attorney-General, Fair Trading, and Women's Affairs: air travel
303.

MR HULLS - To ask the Honourable the Attorney-General, in her capacity as Attorney-General,
Minister for Fair Trading and Minister for Women's Affairs, since 3 October 1992 to date, what are
the details of all domestic and international air travel used by the Minister and/ or the Minister's

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Wednesday, 9 April 1997

ASSEMBLY

office, or the Minister's predecessor, indicating in respect of each trip (c) destination; and (d) cost.

1829
(a)

date;

(b)

carrier;

ANSWER:
I am informed that the information requested by the Honourable Member is not readily available without
a manual search of individual records. In answer to question number 299 I have provided the total figure
on ministerial travel (which not only includes travel by me but also by ministerial staff).

Attorney-General, Fair Trading, and Women's Affairs: charter flights
304.

MR HULLS - To ask the Honourable the Attorney-General, in her capacity as Attorney-General,
Minister for Fair Trading and Minister for Women's Affairs, since 3 October 1992 to date, what are
the details for all charter flights, including helicopters and light planes, used by the Minister and! or
the Minister's office or the Minister's predecessor, indicating in respect of each flight - (a) date;
(b) carrier; (c) destination; (d) cost; and (e) purpose.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
All readily available information on ministerial travel has been included in answer to question number
299.

Attorney-General, Fair Trading, and Women's Affairs: travel allowances
305.

MR HULLS - To ask the Honourable the Attorney-General, in her capacity as Attorney-General,
Minister for Fair Trading and Minister for Women's Affairs, since 30 March 1996 to date, the
amount paid in travel allowances to the Minister, and the details of each claim by the Minister
including - (a) date of travel; (b) destination; and (c) purpose of the travel.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Alll'eadily available information on ministerial travel has been provided in answer to Question on Notice
n urrlber 299.

Attorney-General, Fair Trading, and Women's Affairs: residential allowances
306.

MR HULLS - To ask the Honourable the Attorney-General, in her capacity as Attorney-General,
Minister for Fair Trading and Minister for Women's Affairs, since 30 March 1996 to date, the
amount paid in residential allowances and the details of each claim by the Minister.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Residential Allowances are paid under Regulation 6 of the Parliamentary Allowances Regulations 1992
when the home of a member of Parliament is more than 80 kilometres from Melbourne.
I am ineligible as my home is less than 80 kilometres from Melbourne and therefore I do not receive a
residential allowance.
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Attorney-General, Fair Trading, and Women's Affairs: pecuniary interest declarations
307.

MR HULLS - To ask the Honourable the Attorney General, in her capacity as Attorney-General,
Minister for Fair Trading and Minister for Women's Affairs, whether all ministerial officers either
currently employed by the Minister or formerly employed by the Minister have signed a pecuniary
interest declaration; if so, on what date was the declaration signed and on what date did the
employee commence employment.

ANSWER:
All ministerial advisers employed in the office of the Attorney-General, Minister for Women's Affairs and
the Minister for Fair Trading since March 1996 have lodged declarations of pecuniary interest.
Office records indicate the following in relation to dates of commencement of employment and the signing
of current declarations of pecuniary interest:
Ministerial Adviser

Commenced Employment

Current Declaration of
Pecuniary Interest

1.

8 January 1996

15 November 1996

2.

28 March 1994

3 April 1996

3.

1 April 1993

20 August1996

4.

11 June 1996

17 June 1996

5.

28 August 1995

1 May 1996

Multimedia: media research and public opinion polling
328.

MR BRACKS - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Multimedia, in respect of each
department, agency and authority within his administration, the details of all media research and
public opinion polling conducted since 3 Apri11996 to date, including - (a) the title of each poll or
item of research; (b) date approved and the duration of the contract; (c) cost; (d) personnel or
company conducting the project; (e) whether it was put to tender; (f) recommendations made; and
(g) any subsequent actions taken by the department agency or authority or Minister.

ANSWER:
AGB McNair was awarded the contract to conduct a study to be used to assist in the development of
Multimedia Victoria's communication plan. Consistent with Government Supply Policies and Guidelines
(Guidelines for the Engagement and Management of Consultants) three written quotes were obtained.
The survey was commissioned in August 1996. The total value of the contract was $7,000.
No specific recommendations were made as the research was intended to gauge market awareness and
requirements within the Multimedia industry.

Multimedia: residential allowances
336.
MR BRACKS - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Multimedia, since 3 Apri11996 to date,
the amount paid in residential allowances and the details of each claim by the Minister.
ANSWER:
Pursuant to Regulation 6 of the Parliamentary Allowances Regulations 1992, I am ineligible for a
residential allowance.
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Police and Emergency Services, and Corrections:
media research and public opinion polls
MR HAERMEYER - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services, in his
capacity as Minister for Police and Emergency Services and Minister for Corrections, in respect of
each department, agency and authority \\Tithin his administration, the details of all media research
and public opinion polling conducted since 1 June 1995 to date, including - (a) the title of each poll
or item of research; (b) date approved and the duration of the contract; (c) cost; (d) personnel or
company conducting the project; (e) whether it was put to tender; (fJ recommendations made; and
(g) any subsequent actions taken by the department agency or authority or Minister.

248.

ANSWER:

I am informed that the information available in response to the Member's question is that three surveys

were undertaken externally involving media research and public opinion polling, as set out on the
attached pages.
1.

19% Victorian Victimisation Survey

(a) 1996 Victorian Victimisation Survey
(b)

Approved by the Accredited Purchasing Unit on 19 November 1996
Approved by the Minister on 25 November 1996
Contract duration: 7 October 1996 - ongoing (estimated completion date - 28 February 1997)

(c)

Cost to the Department of Justice:
Cost to the City of Melbourne:
Total cost of consultancy:

(d)

Wallis Consulting Group Pty Ltd

(e)

The consultancy was open to limited tender. Letters were sent to selected consultants requesting
proposals for the 1996 Victorian Victimisation Survey. Public tender was not invited, on the grounds
that the contract required specialist expertise available only from a limited number of individuals or
organisations.

(J) (g)

$95,992
$10,000
$105,992

Results are still being evaluated.

2.

Victorian Crime and Public Safety Survey 1995

(a)

Victorian Crime and Public Safety Survey 1995

(b)

Approved by Minister:
Contract duration:

February 1995
16 March 1995 to 30 January 1996

(c) $96,800
(d)

Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS)

(e)

No

(t) (g)

The survey provided information on the level of community experience of crime and the extent of
reporting of crime to Victoria Police. The information supplemented Police information on the level of
crime in the community.

The information forms part of a time series of victimisation and will support the analysis of the 1996
victimisation survey mentioned above.
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Market Research Program

(a) Market Research Program to provide information about the importance of police activities and how
well these are being done and to provide customer feedback for service improvement and strategic
planning.
(b) Approved by Minister

Contract duration:
(c)

2 September 1994
3 years

$541,210

(d) Roy Morgan Research Centre
(e)

Yes

(f)

Nil

(g) The research results have been further analysed by the Police Board as part of the Management
Review of Victoria Police, to develop appropriate performance measures in relation to the quality of
services provided by Victoria Police.

Police and Emergency Services, and Corrections: office expenses
249.

MR HAERMEYER - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services, in his
capacity as Minister for Police and Emergency Services and Minister for Corrections, since 30 March
1996 to date, what are the details of expenses of the office of the Minister.

ANSWER:

I am informed that:
The details below generally cover costs incurred by me or my staff during the period since 30 March 1996
up to the time specified. Where the detailed infomlation is not readily available I have provided
aggregate figures which are readily available.
The time and resources to provide detailed information concerning costs incurred by my predecessor
during the period earlier than 30 March 1996 cannot be justified.
The total figure for the operating expenses of the Minister's office is $ 155574 and includes the cost of
purchase of the ministerial car as well as disposal. It should be noted that this figure does not include
salary and salary-related costs, but it does include all other costs.
Cost of ministerial contract staff
(TItis is the estimate for the entire 1996/97 year
and includes salary related costs)
Ministerial Travel Paid by Dept of Premier

$198738.00

$375.40

& Cabinet

(For period 1 April 1996 to 1 March 1997)
Minister's office operating expenditure
(TItis is for the period 1/4/96 to 25/3/97)

$155574.00

The type of cost items which fall within the office operating expenditure are as follows. Figures on actual
costs incurred are indicated for specified periods. It should also be noted that these figures are
components of the $155 574 identified above.
Entertainment expenses
(TItis is for the period 31/3/96 to 25/3/97)

$3776.60
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Assorted Beverages (non-alcoholic and alcoholic)
(This is for the period 31/3/96 to 25/3/97)
Ministerial Travel (Minister and staff)
(This is for the period 1/4/96 to 25/3/97 and includes
charter travel)
Credit Card Purchases
(For period 31/3/96 to 4/12/96)
Minister's Card
First Staff member's Card
Second Staff member's Card
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$361.59
$48156.00

$3087.20
$2904.55
$852.45

*It should be noted that some expenditure listed under 'entertainment' and 'assorted beverages' and
'travel' was paid for by credit card. These amounts are also included in the credit card purchases
identified above.

Police and Emergency Services, and Corrections: entertainment expenses
250.

MR HAERMEYER - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services, in his
capacity as Minister for Police and Emergency Services and Minister for Corrections, since 30 March
1996 to date, in respect to the Minister's office and/or departmental resources used by the Minister,
what are the details of all entertainment expenses incurred indicating - (a) total costs; and
(b) itemised details of all expenditures over $500; including (i) date incurred; (ii) number of guests;
(iii) cost; (iv) purpose; and (v) name of service provider.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:

The response to the Honourable Member's question is provided in answer to question number 249.

Police and Emergency Services, and Corrections: alcohol purchases
251,

MR HAERMEYER - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services, in his
capacity as Minister for Police and Emergency Services and Minister for Corrections, since 30 March
1996 to date, the details of all alcohol purchased by the Minister's office or the department for the
Minister's office, indicating in respect of each purchase - (a) date; (b) value; and (c) item.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The details requested by the Honourable Member are not readily available. The only information readily
available does not differentiate between alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages. This information is
provided in answer to question number 249.

Police and Emergency Services, and Corrections: credit cards
252.

MR HAERMEYER - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services, in his
capacity as Minister for Police and Emergency Services and Minister for Corrections, whether the
Minister or staff of the Minister's office hold one or more credit cards issued by the Government; if
so, what is the total value of purchases on each such credit card since 30 March 1996 to date,
indicating- (a) date; (b) cost of each purchase; and (c) credit card provider.
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ANSWER:
Yes, there are credit cards held by me and two of my staff. The total purchases on both cards are provided
in answer to question number 249.
The credit card provider in both cases was VISA.

Police and Emergency Services, and Corrections: air travel
253.

MR HAERMEYER - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services, in his
capacity as Minister for Police and Emergency Services and Minister for Corrections, since 3
October 1992 to date, what are the details of all domestic and international air travel used by the
Minister and/or the Minister's office, or the Minister's predecessor, indicating in respect of each
trip - (a) date; (b) carrier; (c) destination; and (d) cost.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The information requested by the Honourable Member is not readily available without a manual search of
individual records. In answer to question number 249 I have provided the total figure on ministerial
travel (which not only includes travel by me but also by ministerial staff) which is readily available from
the departmental accounting system. This figure applies to the period since 1 April 1996 to March 1997.

Police and Emergency Services, and Corrections: charter flights
254.

MR HAERMEYER - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services, in his
capacity as Minister for Police and Emergency Services and Minister for Corrections, since 3
October 1992 to date, what are the details for all charter flights, including helicopters and light
planes, used by the Minister and/or the Minister's office or the Minister's predecessor, indicating in
respect of each flight - (a) date; (b) carrier; (c) destination; (d) cost; and (e) purpose.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
All readily available information on ministerial travel has been included in answer to question
number 249.

Police and Emergency Services, and Corrections: travel allowances
255.

MR HAERMEYER - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services, in his
capacity as Minister for Police and Emergency Services and Minister for Corrections, since 30 March
1996 to date, the amount paid in travel allowances to the Minister, and the details of each claim by
the Minister including - (a) date of travel; (b) destination; and (c) purpose of the travel.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
All readily available information on ministerial travel has been provided in answer to Question on Notice
number 249.

Police and Emergency Services, and Corrections: residential allowances
256.

MR HAERMEYER - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services, in his
capacity as Minister for Police and Emergency Services and Minister for Corrections, since 30 March

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Thursday, 10 April 1997

ASSEMBLY

1835

1996 to date, the amount paid in residential allowances and the details of each claims by the
Minister for residential allowance.
ANSWER:
I am eligible for a residential allowance. The level of entitlement of a Member to the residential allowance
is already public information and is specified in the Parliamentary Allowances Regulations 1992.

Police and Emergency Services, and Corrections: pecuniary interest declarations
257.

MR HAERMEYER - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services, in his
capacity as Minister for Police and Emergency Services and Minister for Corrections, whether all
ministerial officers either currently employed by the Minister or formerly employed by the Minister
have signed a pecuniary interest declaration; if so, on what date was the declaration signed and on
what date did the employee commence employment.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
All ministerial officers currently employed by me have completed declarations of pecuniary interests.
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Treasurer: DUOS charges
188.

MR LONEY - To ask the Honourable the Treasurer:
1.

What system is in place to prevent a distribution company from using a lower Distribution Use
of System (DUOS) charge to retain a non franchised customer from the predation of another
independent retail licence holder.

2.

Whether the Regulator General has received any complaints in regard to variation in DUOS
charges from any retail licence holders other than the parent distribution company retail
operation or from any customer who has been offered a variation in DUOS charges from
different retailers.

ANSWER:
1.

A network tariff is available for each customer class per distribution business. The network tariff is
the maximum charge the distributor is allowed to charge any customer in that class. Discounts may
be provided for customers off all aspects of the total energy bill.
There is no prohibition against a distributor offering different prices or terms and conditions to
different parties. Indeed, retailers and customers negotiating different terms and conditions
epitomises competition and customer choice.
Where a host distribution business offers a customer or a retailer prices or terms and conditions
different from those that it charges or offers to customers of its retail arm, the Office of the RegulatorGeneral may examine the prices and terms and conditions to ascertain whether they are anticompetitive or otherwise not in the interests of customers.
The onus will be on the distribution business to justify why it is offering customers of its retail arm a
discount that is not available to third party retailers or other customers.
This and further information is available publicly through the Office of the Regulator General's
Electricity Industry Guideline No. 5: Connection and Use of System Agreements, paragraph 4.5.1 to
4.5.4.

2.

The Office of the Regulator-General has received and responded to a number of enquires about
network tariffs from customers and retailers. While none of these enquires have been a formal
complaint requiring significant intervention by the Office of the Regulator-General, several have taken
up the issue of variations in DUOS that may have provided the host retailer an advantage over a third
party retailer. The Office of the Regulator-General is monitoring developments in this area and will
ensure that distributors do not engage in anti-competitive behaviour or behaviour not in the interest
of the customer.

Treasurer: contestable customers
189.

MR LONEY - To ask the Honourable the Treasurer:
1.

Who has the responsibility to ensure that the competition conditions provided for in the Pool
Rules and System Code are adhered to at all times.

2.

Whether any complaints have been received and investigated; if so, how many.

3.

Whether the Victorian Power Exchange (VPX) has responsibility in ensuring that there are
similar uniform charges to similar contestable customers.
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4.

Whether businesses from the 1996 tranche of contestable customers have opted to trade
independently, as distinct from accepting the default tariffs offered by their pre-franchise
supplier; if so, how many.

5.

What percentage of contestable customers from the last tranche of customers still remain on the
default tariffs provided by the relevant pre-franchise supplier.

6.

How many high voltage customers protected to the year 2000 have opted to become contestable
and how many of these customers are trading in their own right.

7.

What are the access rules for retail licence holders to access contestable customer information.

8.

What information is being made available to retail licence holders on request to Regulator General; (b) VPX; and (c) distribution companies.

9.

What mechanisms are in place to protect the retail licence holders who do not own a twenty
percent interest in a power station.

(a)

the

ANSWER:

1.

The Victorian Power Exchange through the Wholesale and Transmission Licence. Any material
breach may be reported to the Office of the Regulator-General which investigates and determines
what, if any, action is to be taken.

2.

The question is insufficiently specified to enable an answer to be provided.

3.

The Office of the Regulator-General rather than VPX ensures that the network tariffs charged by the
distributors are within the maximum approved by the Tariff Order.

4&5With one exception, all the 1996 tranche of contestable customers are acquiring their electricity
through licensed retailers. The exception is acquiring its electricity through VicPool. Government
does not have information on the specific contractual arrangements of the current contestable
customers. However, the ACM survey published in November 1996 indicated that of all the
contestable customers, 35% of changed their suppliers. It was estimated that 93% of contestable
customers have negotiated a new contract. The estimated remaining 7% have not negotiated a new
contract and are on the default tariff. The survey also indicated that savings up to 39% have been
achieved with an average saving of 10.4%. 78% of customers have achieved some level of savings
from their previous electricity cost.
6.

At the respective market openings all customers who were eligible to take advantage of the Tariff H
safety net chose to remain on Tariff H. Some of those customers have subsequently chosen to take
supply at a competitively determined tariff. None of these customers are direct participants in the
wholesale market.

7.

Electricity Industry Guideline No. 1: Access to, and use of, distribution systems, statements ofapproved
charges and charges for other services issued by the Office of the Regulator-General provides that a retail
licence holder seeking access to information about a customer must •
•
•

have the customer's written authorisation to do so;
produce the authorisation for inspection; and
only make use of the information as permitted by the authorisation.

8(a-c) A considerable amount of information is made available to retail licence holders on request.
Material provided is dependant on the nature of the information sought.
9.

Part 13 of the Electricity Industry Act 1993 the Trade Practices Act 1974 and the following guidelines
issued pursuant to section 12 of the Office of the Regulator-General Act 1994:
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Guidelines 1 (Access to and use of distribution systems);
Guidelines 3 (Regulating Information Requirements); and
Guidelines 5 (Connection and use of system agreements).

Treasurer: interstate electricity trading
191.

MR LONEY - To ask the Honourable the Treasurer, in view of the draft Victorian Power Exchange
Annual Planning Review 1996 indicating that the move towards the national east coast market
increases the potential for protection problems, dynamic and transient instability problems and
frequency variation between the South Australian, Victorian and New South Wales interconnectors,
switching yards, capacitors and transformers involved in the transfers between the states, what
program and expenditure has been proposed to minimise these problems.

ANSWER:
The report is in draft form only. The question appears to be predicated on a misrepresentation of the
draft. The national market development will not change the nature of the risks to which the question
relates.

Treasurer: interstate electricity trading
192.

MR LONEY - To ask the Honourable the Treasurer, whether Victorian energy consumers should
pay for Value of Loss of Load (VoLL), brought about by interstate trading as an end in itself and
which is distinct from the previous role played by interstate trading, which in the main was the
system providing reliability, backup and spinning reserve and further complicated by the fuel
supply issues to the gas fired power stations, with some of the proposed reforms to the gas industry
inhibiting the role played by gas fired stations in providing a rapid response to changes in energy
demand; if so, why.

ANSWER:
YoLL is used to set the price of electricity in the wholesale spot market only when there is insufficient
generation available to meet the customer demand. Such circumstances are rare and in the past two and a
half years since July 1994 there has been no occasion when it has been necessary.
Inttrstate trading has not been used to provide backup in the event of insufficient generation in the past.
Since July 1994, interstate electricity trading has been taken into account directly in setting the spot price
for electricity in Victoria. Therefore the pool price is already subject to adjustment according to contracts
with interstate participants.
Market arrangements for the setting of pool price have been established in accordance with the basic
principle that the clearing price in the spot market should be set by the price of the marginal generator (or
load) which is scheduled by the market operator so that supply and demand are in equilibrium. In this
context there is no distinction between firm supplies for customers within Victoria and firm supplies for
customers in another State. This recognises the true opportunity value of Victorian sourced electricity to
supply customer demand wherever it is located taking into account the capacity of the main transmission
network to deliver the power into the other States.
Rather than inhibiting the future role of gas fired power stations, the proposed gas industry reforms are an
essential prerequisite for the successful maturation of the competitive electricity market in general, and for
market forces to ultimately determine the most economically efficient use of gas for electricity generation.
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Treasurer: electricity fire insurance
193.

MR LONEY -

To ask the Honourable the Treasurer:

1.

In light of the privatisation of Victoria's electricity industry, what agreements are in place to
ensure a coordinated response to, and resourcing of, the resumption and making safe of
electricity supply to - (a) industry; and (b) domestic customers, following a major bushfire.

2.

What level of fire insurance cover has the Government insisted must be met by the privatised
electricity distribution companies and PowerNet.

ANSWER:

1.

The State has in place the State Emergency Recovery Plan to ensure coordinated responses following
major bushfire events. Each of the distribution businesses are active participants in the Recovery Plan.
In addition the distribution businesses have in place their own disaster plans to deal with these
situations.

2.

The level of fire insurance for the privatised distribution businesses is a commercial matter for the
businesses and not regulated by Government. PowerNet Victoria has retained the same level of
Bushfire Insurance as the former SECV, that is in excess of $800M.

Conservation and Land Management: ocean outfalls
196.

MS GARBUTT - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management,
what was the volume of discharge from each of the licensed ocean outfalls in Victoria last year and
what are the licence conditions for each, including their maximum discharge.

ANSWER:

The answer is provided on the attached tables.
Attached Table 1 is a status report on licensed discharges to Victorian coastal waters which gives the
licensed maximum discharge rate in megalitres per day (1 megalitre is 1 million litres) and the quality of
effluent as a result of the treatment employed. It is expected that all sewage wastes will be treated to
secondary standard by the end of 1997.
Attached Table 2 shows the minimum discharge standards for secondary treated sewage effluent.
Licences for individual discharges vary depending on the specific details of the wastes treated prior to
discharge. Licences are public documents available for inspection at the Environment Protection
Authority. Copies are available to Members of Parliament free of charge.
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Table 1: Licensed Discharges to Victorian Coastal Waters - Status as of November 1996
OUTFALL

TO

FLOW
MUD

TREATMENT
TYPE

Werribee

700

Secondary

Boags Rock

Port Phillip
Bay
Bass Strait

540

Secondary

Black Rock

Bass Strait

100

Secondary

Delray Beach
(Dutson
Downs)

Bass Strait

50

Secondary

PRINCIPAL
WASTE
TYPE(S)
Domestic
Trade Waste
Domestic
Trade Waste
Domestic
Trade Waste
Domestic
Trade Waste

Bass Strait

34.7

Primary

Saline Waste

14

Secondary

Warrnambool

Port Phillip
Bay
Bass Strait

10.5

Secondary

Portland
Leongatha

Bass Strait
Bass Strait

4
3

Untreated
Primary

Domestic
Trade Waste
Domestic
Trade Waste
Domestic
Milk Waste

Anglesea
Wonthaggi
Cowes
Port Fairy
Lome
Toora
Apollo Bay
Foster
Welshpool

Bass Strait
Bass Strait
Bass Strait
Bass Strait
Bass Strait
Bass Strait
Bass Strait
Bass Strait
Bass Strait

3
3
2.5
1.8
1.6
1.2
0.7
0.3
0.16

Secondary
Secondary
Secondary
Untreated
Untreated
Secondary
Untreated
Secondary
Secondary

Domestic
Domestic
Domestic
Domestic
Domestic
Domestic
Domestic
Domestic
Domestic

McGaurans
Beach
(Saline Waste
Outfall)
Altona

UPGRADE TO
SECONDARY

Not applicable
(saline waste
only)

1997
Options being
evaluated

1997
1997
1997

Table 2:
INDICATOR

UNIT

REQUIREMENT

Biochemical Oxygen Demand
Suspended Solids
E.Coli Bacteria
pH range
Floatable Matter
Settle able Matter
Oil or Grease
Toxicity

mgIL
mgIL
organisms/lOO ml
pH units

20
30
1000
6-9

-

none
none
none visible
no acute toxicity

-

-

Multimedia: office expenses
329.

MR BRACKS - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Multimedia, since 3 April 1996 to date,
what are the details of expenses of the office of the Minister.
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ANSWER:
Details of Ministerial Expenses are:
1.

Staff Salaries and on-costs:

$418,500 pa'"

2.

Number of Ministerial Staff:

8*

3.

Other Ministerial office operating (recurrent) expenses:

$474,108.68
Note: includes staff salaries and oncosts

4.

Ministers and/or office international flights:

$6,828.20

5.

Destination of international flight:

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

6.

Ministers and/or office domestic flights:

$2125.20

7.

Destination of domestic flights:

Sydney

8

Ministers and/or office charter flights:

None

9.

Travel-related expenses:

$750

10. Entertainment expenses

$1013.50

11. Alcohol costs:

$301
(includes non-alcoholic beverages)

12. Does the Minister or staff member have a Government-issued credit card:
No. However, a credit card is held by the Treasurer. I refer the Member to Legislative Assembly
Question No 279.
"'Includes staff and other expenses associated with the Office of the Treasurer and the Minister for
Multimedia.
The above details cover the period 3 April 1996 to December 1996.
Ministerial expenses were incurred for the purposes of Ministerial duties. Travel related expenses can be
claimed by a Minister in the form of a travel allowance or by reimbursement of intra-State and inter-State
travel costs.

Multimedia: entertainment expenses
330.

MR BRACKS - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Multimedia, since 3 April 1996 to date, in
respect to the Minister's office and/ or departmental resources used by the Minister, what are the
details of all entertainment expenses incurred indicating - (a) total costs; (b) itemised details of all
expenditures over $500; including (i) date incurred; (ii) number of guests; (ill) cost; (iv) purpose;
and (v) name of service provider.

ANSWER:
I refer the Member to Legislative Assembly Question No 329.
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Multimedia: alcohol purchases
331.

MR BRACKS - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Multimedia, since 3 April 1996 to date, the
details of all alcohol purchased by the Minister's office or the department for the Minister's office,
indicating in respect of each purchase - (a) date; (b) value; and (c) item.

ANSWER:
I refer the Member to Legislative Assembly Question No 329.

M ultimedia: credit cards
332.

MR BRACKS - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Multimedia, whether the Minister or staff
of the Minister's office hold one or more credit cards issued by the Government; if so, what is the
total value of purchases on each such credit card since 3 April 1996 to date, indicating- (a) date;
(b) cost of each purchase; and (c) credit card provider.

ANSWER:
I refer the Member to Legislative Assembly Question No 329.

Multimedia: air travel
333.

MR BRACKS - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Multimedia, since 3 April 1996 to date,
what are the details of all domestic and international air travel used by the Minister and/or the
Minister's office, indicating in respect of each trip - (a) date; (b) carrier; (c) destination; and (d) cost.

ANSWER:
I refer the Member to Legislative Assembly Question No 329.

Multimedia: charter flights
334.

MR BRACKS - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Multimedia, since 3 April 1996 to date,
what are the details for all charter flights, including helicopters and light planes, used by the
Minister and/or the Minister's office, indicating in respect of each flight - (a) date; (b) carrier;
(c) destination; (d) cost; and (e) purpose.

ANSWER:
I refer the Member to Legislative Assembly Question No 329.

Multimedia: travel allowances
335.

MR BRACKS - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Multimedia, since 3 April 1996 to date, the
amount paid in travel allowances to the Minister, and the details of each claim by the Minister
including - (a) date of travel; (b) destination; and (c) purpose of the travel.

ANSWER:
I refer the Member to Legislative Assembly Question No 329.

Multimedia: pecuniary interest declarations
337.

MR BRACKS - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Multimedia, whether all ministerial
officers either currently employed by the Minister or formerly employed by the Minister have
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signed a pecuniary interest declaration; if so, on what date was the declaration signed and on what
date did the employee commence employment.
ANSWER:

All seven ministerial officers employed by the Minister for Multimedia (and Treasurer) have signed a
pecuniary interest declaration on or about the time of their commencement of employment.

Attorney-General: AAT appointment
338.

MR HULLS - To ask the Honourable the Attorney-General, what were the employment, pension
or superarmuation arrangements made for Mr. B. McCarthy upon his appointment to the
Administrative Appeals Tribunal, following the abolition of the Accident Compensation Tribunal.

ANSWER:

I am informed that:
On appointment as a Deputy President of the Administrative Appeals Tribunal (AAT), Mr McCarthy's
entitlements were maintained at the same levels as applied when he was a Deputy President of the
Accident Compensation Tribunal.
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Treasurer: interstate electricity trading
190.

MR LONEY - To ask the Honourable the Treasurer:
1.

What response has the Victorian government made to the New South Wales legislation in
regard to restricting the sale of energy into the New South Wales market from environmentally
inefficient power stations.

2.

When are the distribution company owners going to separate their accounts into energy costs
and fixed asset costs and where the information is publicly available to assess the performances.

ANSWER:
1.

NSW legislation does not have the effect assumed in the question.

2.

The Office of the Regulator-General has developed an interim set of guidelines Electricity Industry
Guideline No.3 Regulatory Information Requirements, published in December 1996. Under these
guidelines, which will be progressively updated and expanded, the distribution businesses are to give
information to the Office of the Regulator-General within four months of the end of each regulatory
accounting period. Four of the five electricity distribution businesses have changed financial year
reporting periods to 31 December each year.
Due to the commercial sensitivity of disclosing information relating to non-regulated activities, the
Office of the Regulator-General does not intend to disclose all of this information. The Office of the
Regulator-General must test analysis, compare information and consider the public benefit to inform
stakeholders against any competing claims of commercial confidentiality. In regard to regulated
activities, the Office of the Regulator-General's review of the post 2000 distribution network charges
will entail public disclosure of relevant information and public hearing.
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Treasurer and Multimedia: pecuniary interest declaration
287.

MR BRACKS - To ask the Honourable the Treasurer, in his capacity as Treasurer and Minister for
Multimedia, whether all ministerial officers either currently employed by the Minister or formerly
employed by the Minister have signed a pecuniary interest declaration; if so, on what date was the
declaration signed and on what date did the employee commence employment.

ANSWER:
All seven ministerial officers employed by the Treasurer have signed a pecuniary interest declaration on
or about the time of their commencement of employment.

Attorney-General, Fair Trading and Women's Affairs: media research and public
opinion polling
298.

MR HULLS - To ask the Honourable the Attorney-General, in her capacity as Attorney-General,
Minister for Fair Trading and Minister for Women's Affairs, in respect of each department, agency
and authority within her administration, the details of all media research and public opinion polling
conducted since 1 June 1995 to date, including - (a) the title of each poll or item of research; (b) date
approved and the duration of the contract; (c) cost; (d) personnel or company conducting the
project; (e) whether it was put to tender; if) recommendations made; and (g) any subsequent actions
taken by the department agency or authority or Minister.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the information available in response to the Member's question is that seven surveys
were undertaken externally involving media research and public opinion polling, as set out on the
attached pages.

ATTACHMENT TO QUESTION ON NOTICE NO. 298
1.

Attorney-General's Sentencing Questionnaire

(a) Attorney-General's Sentencing Questionnaire
(b)

The date approved was 5 July 1996. The duration of the contract was July to September 1996.

(c) $24,000

(d) Prepared by Department of Justice and published by the Herald Sun.
(e) No.
(f)

The results of the survey were published in the Herald Sun on 13 September 1996.

(g) The results have been taken into account in the general sentencing review being carried out by the
Department of Justice and in reforming legislation.
2.

Sentencing in Victoria

(a) To assist in identifying community knowledge and views in relation to sentencing the Victorian
Community Council Against Violence (VCCAV) advertised in the print media for members of the
community to make representations at public hearings and/ or make a written submission.
(b)

June 1996

(c) $14,583.37
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(d) The advertisements were placed through Leeds Media and Communications in the Herald Sun, the
Age and a range of ethnic newspapers and local papers in the areas where public hearings were held.
(e) Not applicable
(f) (g)

The results have been used to report on community knowledge and views in relation to
sentencing within the context of the criminal justice system and have been taken into account in
reforming legislation.

3.

Media Research Prior to the Victorian State Election

(a) The research was to provide an assessment of likely communication effectiveness of the Victorian
Electoral Commission's (VEC's) voter information campaign for the Victorian State election.
(b)

The research was approved on 22 August 1995 and took place over the period of a week from 28
August 1996.

(c)

$21,719

(d) The VEC's advertising agency engaged to produce the voter information campaign for the State
Election, Grey Advertising, engaged a company, Brian Sweeney and Associates, to conduct the
research.
(e) Three market research companies were invited to provide tenders for the research.
(f) The research provided information on the likely effectiveness of various components of the VEC's

proposed voter information campaign for the Victorian State election.
(g) The VEC and Grey Advertising used the results of the research to guide changes to its proposed
advertising campaign.
4.

Media Research after the Victorian State Election

(a) Voter Awareness Study following the 1996 Victorian State election.
(b)

The research was approved on 23 March 1996 and took place during the week following the State
election (from Tuesday, 2 April 1996).

(c)

$36,350.

(d) The research was undertaken by AGB McNair.
(e) Three market research companies were invited to provide tenders for the research.
(f)

The research provided information on the effectiveness of various components of the VEC's voter
information campaign for the Victorian State election.

(g) The VEC was particularly interested in the effectiveness of its voter campaign in rural areas, and
whether its strategy had been effective. The research indicated a high level of voter awareness across
Victoria.
5.

Media Research for the March 1996 Council Elections

(a) Comparative study of postal and attendance elections - Corangamite and Moyne Shires and the City
of Warmambool.
(b)

The research was approved on 21 and 22 February 1996 and took place during the week following the
Council elections (from Monday 18 March 1996).

(c)

$2,309

(d) Camperdown and District Telecentre.
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(e) Three market research companies were invited to provide tenders for the research.
The research revealed generally positive community reactions about both the postal elections in
Moyne Shire and the City of Warnambool and the attendance election in Corangamite Shire.

(f)

(g) The research provided useful information to Councils and the VEC on community reactions to the two
election methods.
6.

Customer Service Survey

(a) Customer Services Survey - Births, Deaths and Marriages
Cb) Approved
Duration of contract

15 July 1996
July 1996 - December 96

(c) $37,870
\.d)

\f)

7.

AGB McNair

(g)

The responses are still being evaluated.

Survey to ascertain computer users among real estate agents ...

(a) Survey to ascertain computer users among real estate agents using the services of the Residential
Tenancies Tribunal.
(b)

Approved by Minister
Duration of contract

26 July 1996
31 July 1996 - 30 August 1996

Cc) $4,000
Cd) Brian Sweeney and Associates
(e) Yes
(f) (g)

The information was used in considering the potential for use of information technology by agents
to access the Tribunal process.

8.

Survey of Business as regards the costs and effectiveness of Courts and Tribunals

(a) Survey of Business as regards the costs and effectiveness of Courts and Tribunals
(b)

Approved 7 December 1994
Duration December 1994 - June 1996

(c) $155,699

(d) Research Director
Market Research

Marsden Jacob & Associates
Brian Sweeney & Associates

(e) Yes, there was a selective tender for both the Research Director and the Market Research firm.
(f) Recommendations made are summarised below:

·
·
·
·
·
·

Amendments to jurisdiction boundaries
Introduction of simple low cost dispute resolution processes
Targeting of areas of deficient performance
Development and extension of performance indicators
Processes to encourage direct negotiation between parties
Further development of mediation initiatives
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(g) The Report was released to the Magistrates' Court, the County Court, the Supreme Court, the
Administrative Appeals Tribunal and the Small Claims Tribunal for the purpose of the civil reform
initiative.
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Premier: consultancies
78.

MR PANDAZOPOULOS - To ask the Honourable the Premier, in respect of each department,
agency and authority within his administration, for the periods 2 October 1992 to 30 October 1993,
and 1 June 1994 to 23 November 1995, what the details are of each consultancy commissioned,
indicating - (a) date; (b) cost; (c) purpose; (d) name and address of consultant; (e) recommendations
made; if) action taken in response to any recommendations; and (g) whether tenders were called.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:

Department of Premier and Cabinet

(Incorporating the Office of the Public Service Commissioner and Multicultural Affairs)
That available details of consultancies commissioned for the abovementioned periods are listed in the
attached Tables:
Table 1

3 October 1992 to 30 October 1993

Table 2

1 June 1994 to 23 November 1995

The abovementioned Tables include all relevant consultancies undertaken for each of the financial years.
Partial details have been provided for each consultancy due to the time and resources required to provide
a comprehensive response.
Office of the Auditor -General

For the periods 3 October 1992 to 30 October 1993, and 1 June 1994 to 23 November 1995, one consultancy
was commissioned. The details are as follows:
(a) 14 September 1995;
(b) $30500;

(c) Review of salary markets for audit staff at the auditor, audit senior and audit manager levels in both
the public and private sectors in Australia;
(d) KPMG Management Consulting Pty Ltd - KPMG House, 161 Collins Street, Melbourne;
(e) Increase in salary for the mid-range audit level;
(f)

Discussion has taken place with the Office of the Public Service Commissioner and the Department of
State Development (formerly Business and Employment) and the Auditor-General's Office is
preparing a submission for an agency-specific salary band for the mid-range audit level;

(g)

Yes.

Office of the Governor

No consultancies have been commissioned by the Office of the Governor during the periods 3 October
1992 to 30 October 1993, and 1 June 1994 to 23 November 1995.
Office of the Ombudsman

No consultancies have been commissioned by the Office of the Ombudsman during the periods 3 October
1992 to 30 October 1993, and 1 June 1994 to 23 November 1995.
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The Victorian Relief Committee
No consultancies have been commissioned by the Victorian Relief Committee during the periods 3
October 1992 to 30 October 1993, and 1 June 1994 to 23 November 1995.
CONSULTANTS - 3 October 1992 to 30 October 1993
Service Provided

Consultant /
Organisation
A.M.R. Quantum

Victorian Attitudes Monitoring

Arthur Rendell
Sturgess Australia
Lyncroft Consulting
Lyncroft Consulting
Lyncroft Consulting
Sir Peter Kemp
Deloitte Ross
DDBNeedham
Minter Ellison Morris
Fletcher

Dep't Corporate Plan
Strategic Advice on
Commonwealth / State Relations
Selection of Ministerial and
Media Advisers (18 staff)
Selection of Ministerial and
Media Advisers (1 staff)
Selection of Ministerial and
Media Advisers (5 staff)
Advice on the UK Govt's "Next
Steps" Critical Chapter
Strategic Workshop for the
Victorian Salinity Program
Service fee for placement of
advertising
Advice to Gov't on the Public
Sector Management Bill

Period of
Engagement
1992-93

$

Expenditure

April - May 93
May 93

15,300
6,523

October 92

37,500

February 93

1,250

December 92

12,500

March 93

1,500

October 92

9,000

December 92 March 93
November 92

3,720

41,000

2,685

CONSULTANTS - 3 October 1992 to 30 October 1993 continued
Consultant /
Organisation
Aust Comm Research

Roy Morgan Research
Noble Lowndes
J. Harvey and
Associates

A.M.R. Quantum
Statcom

Service Provided
Public Attitudes
Monitoring
Public Attitudes
Monitoring
Remuneration Advice
Information Technology

Victorian Attitudes
Monitoring
Launch of Food Victoria

Period of
Engagement
1993-94

Expenditure
$

35,900

Method of
Selection
Tender Board

53,046
September 93
July 93

98,819
4,116

1993-95

164,000

Selective Tender
Approved
under
provisions of
Section 18(1)(c)
of the Audit
(Supply
Management)
Regulations
1993
Tender Board

September 93

5,000

Tender
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JV. Egan Associates

Remuneration advice

July 93

750

J.M. Smith and
Emmerton

Legal advice

Sept- Nov 93

24,836

RMIT Graduate School
of Engineering

Evaluation of the
proposal of
ADTC ITelecom for a
Ministerial
Communications
Network

September 93

10,000

Approved
under
provisions of
Section 18(1)(c)
of the Audit
(Supply
Management)
Regulations
1993
Approved
under
provisions of
Section 18(1)(c)
of the Audit
(Supply
Management)
Regulations
1993
Approved
under
provisions of
Section 18(1)(c)
of the Audit
(Supply
Management)
Regulations
1993

CONSULTANTS - 1 June 1994 to 23 November 1995
Consultant /
Organisation

Service Provided

R. Andrews and
A!;sociates

Feasibility study into the
establishment of an
Immigration Museum at
Station Pier
Federation 2001
consultancy undertaken
jointly by all States and
Territories
Definition of use of Lotus
Notes
Australia Day promotional
activities
Legal services for
Economic Policy and
Reform Branch
Professional services and
counselling
Public Attitudes
Monitoring

Sturgess Australia

Price Waterhouse
Graham Eccles
Blake Dawson
Waldron
Clark Hummerston
A.M.R. Quantum

Period of
Engagement

Expenditure
$

Method of
Selection

Oct - Dec 1994

137,820 plus
18,000
reimbursables

Tender Process

Nov 1994Nov 1995

56,197
(Victorian
contribution)

Feb - Mar 1995

17,000

Consultant was
engaged by
NSW
Government.
Selective Tender

Dec 1994Feb 1995
Jan 1995
Apr 1995

10,000

30-11-94 to
1-12-94
1994-95

2,368
7,184

Temporary
appointment
Selective Tender

12,000

3 Written Quotes

123,000

Tender Board
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CONSULTANTS - 1 June 1994 to 23 November 1995 continued
Consultant I
Organisation

Service Provided

Arthur Anderson

Review Parliamentary
Print Processes - 2 & 3
Data Network Strategic
Framework
Whole of Government BPR -Education &
Training
Victorian Attitude
Monitoring Study
Review Parliamentary
Print Processes-1
Electronic Strategy for
Parliament
Review of Water Industry
Reform
Trials Info Kiosk /
Financial Transactions
Monitoring International
Develo£ments
Future Network Options
for Victoria
Framework for
Multimedia Trials
Multimedia Industry
Development Plan
Data Protection Project Privacy
Interactive Multimedia
Electronic Services - Trial
Design for Victorian
Government on the
Internet

Amos Aked Swift
Simsion Bowles &
Associates
A.M.R. Quantum
Arthur Anderson
Amos Aked Swift
IanRHarper
Cards ETC
CIRCIT
CIRCIT
Coopers & Lybrand
Cutler & Co
Hunt & Hunt
North
Communications
Vivid Communications

Date of
Engagement

$

Expenditure

Method of
Selection

July 1995

125,523

Public Tender

01-07-1995

124,395

Public Tender

11-09-1995

44,550

Public Tender

1995-1996

123,000

Tender Board

July 1995

62,523

Public Tender

13-10-1995

29,010

20-10-1995

5,000

Exemption
Certificate
3 Written Quotes

01-11-1995

14,376

Public Tender

22-11-1995

22,266

22-11-1995

28,400

Sept1995

20,643

Sept 1995

21,046

Sept 1995

9,160

19-07-1995

38,100

Exemption
Certificate
Exemption
Certificate
Exemption
Certificate
Exemption
Certificate
Exemption
Certificate
Public Tender

10-10-1995

37,339

Public Tender

Sport and Rural Development: office expenses
269.

MR PANDAZOPOULOS - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Sport, in his capacity as
Minister for Sport and Minister for Rural Development, since 30 March 1996 to date, what are the
details of expenses of the office of the Minister.

ANSWER:
I refer the Member to my reply in the Legislative Council to Questions on Notice, Nos.532 and 533.
Legislative Council
Question No. 532:
The Hon. TC Theophanous - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Sport):
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From 3 October 1992 to 30 March 1996, what are the details of expenses of the office of the Minister or the
Minister's predecessor.
Reply:
Ms Asher (Minister for Small Business) for Mr Reynolds (Minister for Sport), the answer is:
Details of Ministerial office expenses from 1 July 1996 to 1 March 1997 are:
1

Staff salaries and on-costs for 1996/97

$335,000 (1)

2

Number of Ministerial staff (including driver)

5 full time & 1 part time (1)

3

Other Ministerial office operating (recurrent expenses)

$28,589.88

4

Minister's and/or office international flights

$9,929.40 (2)

5

Minister's and/or office domestic flights

$6,268.94 (3)

6

Minister's and/or office charter flights

$4,391.17

7

Travel related expenses (international)

$12,223.82 (2)

8

Travel related expenses (domestic)

$3,568.13

9

Entertainment/hospitality expenses

$1,692.50 (4)

10 Alcohol costs

$nil

Notes:
(1)

Includes staff numbers and costs for the Ministerial portfolios of Sport and Rural Development.
Approximately 50% of the costs can be attributed to servicing each area.

(2) All costs are associated with the Ministerial visit to the 1996 Atlanta Olympic Games.

(3) These costs were for Ministerial Councils meetings, Darwin for Sport and Sydney for Racing and
included the attendance of one Ministerial advisor.
(4) These costs are all associated with the hosting of receptions for visiting international sporting teams
including the New Zealand Netball team, the Chinese International Wushu team, the Korean
Taekwondo team and the Korean Hockey team.
Total office operating costs for 1995/96 for Sport and including Rural Development for the period 30
March 1996 to 30 June 1996 and excluding salaries was $81,762.96. The time and resources required to
provide an answer covering earlier periods cannot be justified as at 1 July 1997 all transactions were
transferred from the former Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism to the Department of State
Development.
Ministerial expenses were incurred for the purpose of Ministerial duties. Travel related expenses can be
claimed by a Minister in the form of a travel allowance or by reimbursement of intra-state and inter-state
travel costs. Ministerial staff accompanying Ministers on official business are also eligible for
reimbursement of travel costs.
Legislative Council
Question No. 533:
The Hon. TC Theophanous - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Rural Development):
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From 3 October 1992 to 30 March 1996, what are the details of expenses of the office of the Minister or the
Minister's predecessor.
Reply:
Ms Asher (Minister for Small Business) for Mr Reynolds (Minister for Rural Development), the answer is:
Details of Ministerial office expenses from 1 July 1996 to 1 March 1997 are:
1

Staff salaries and on-costs for 1996/97

$335,000 (1)

2

Number of Ministerial staff (including driver)

5 full time & 1 part time (1)

3

Other Ministerial office operating (recurrent expenses)

$6,971.01

4

Minister's and/ or office international flights

$nil

5

Minister's and / or office domestic flights

$1,653.06 (2)

6

Minister's and/ or office charter flights

$4,854.65

7

Travel related expenses (international)

$nil

8

Travel related expenses (domestic)

$1,311.05

9

Entertainment/hospitality expenses

$nil

10 Alcohol costs

$nil

Notes:
(1)

Includes staff numbers and costs for the Ministerial portfolios of Sport and Rural Development.
Approximately 50% of the costs can be attributed to servicing each area.

(2) Includes the Rural Development Ministerial Council meeting held in Canberra and includes the
attendance of one Ministerial advisor.
Total office operating costs for 1995/96 for Sport and including Rural Development for the period 30
March 1996 to 30 June 1996 and excluding salaries was $81,762.96. The time and resources required to
provide an answer covering earlier periods cannot be justified as at 1 July 1997 all transactions were
transferred from the former Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism to the Department of State
Development.
Ministerial expenses were incurred for the purpose of Ministerial duties. Travel related expenses can be
claimed by a Minister in the form of a travel allowance or by reimbursement of intra-state and inter-state
travel costs. Ministerial staff accompanying Ministers on official business are also eligible for
reimbursement of travel costs.

Sport and Rural Development: entertainment expenses
270.

MR PANDAZOPOULOS - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Sport, in his capacity as
Minister for Sport and Minister for Rural Development, since 30 March 1996 to date, in respect to
the Minister's office and/ or departmental resources used by the Minister, what are the details of all
entertainment expenses incurred indicating - (a) total costs; (b) itemised details of all expenditures
over $500; including (i) date incurred; (ll) number of guests; (ill) cost; (iv) purpose; and (v) name of
service provider.

ANSWER:
I refer the Member to my reply in the Legislative Council to Questions on Notice, Nos.532 and 533.
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Legislative Council
Question No. 532:
The Hon. TC Theophanous - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Sport):
From 3 October 1992 to 30 March 1996, what are the details of expenses of the office of the Minister or the
Minister's predecessor.
Reply:
Ms Asher (Minister for Small Business) for Mr Reynolds (Minister for Sport), the answer is:
Details of Ministerial office expenses from 1 July 1996 to 1 March 1997 are:
Staff salaries and on-costs for 1996/97

$335,000 (1)

2

Number of Ministerial staff (including driver)

5 full time & 1 part time (1)

3

Other Ministerial office operating (recurrent expenses)

$28,589.88

4

Minister's and/ or office international flights

$9,929.40 (2)

5

Minister's and / or office domestic flights

$6,268.94 (3)

6

Minister's and/ or office charter flights

$4,391.17

7

Travel related expenses (international)

$12,223.82 (2)

8

Travel related expenses (domestic)

$3,568.13

9

Entertainment/hospitality expenses

$1,692.50 (4)

10 Alcohol costs

$nil

Notes:
(1)

Includes staff numbers and costs for the Ministerial portfolios of Sport and Rural Development.
Approximately 50% of the costs can be attributed to servicing each area.

(2) All costs are associated with the Ministerial visit to the 1996 Atlanta Olympic Games.
(3) These costs were for Ministerial Councils meetings, Darwin for Sport and Sydney for Racing and
included the attendance of one Ministerial advisor.
(4) These costs are all associated with the hosting of receptions for visiting international sporting teams
including the New Zealand Netball team, the Chinese International Wushu team, the Korean
Taekwondo team and the Korean Hockey team.
Total office operating costs for 1995/96 for Sport and including Rural Development for the period 30
March 1996 to 30 June 1996 and excluding salaries was $81,762.96. The time and resources required to
provide an answer covering earlier periods cannot be justified as at 1 July 1997 all transactions were
transferred from the former Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism to the Department of State
Development.
Ministerial expenses were incurred for the purpose of Ministerial duties. Travel related expenses can be
claimed by a Minister in the form of a travel allowance or by reimbursement of intra-state and inter-state
travel costs. Ministerial staff accompanying Ministers on official business are also eligible for
reimbursement of travel costs.
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Legislative Council
Question No. 533:
The Hon. TC Theophanous - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Rural Development):
From 3 October 1992 to 30 March 1996, what are the details of expenses of the office of the Minister or the
Minister's predecessor.
Reply:
Ms Asher (Minister for Small Business) for Mr Reynolds (Minister for Rural Development), the answer is:
Details of Ministerial office expenses from 1 July 1996 to 1 March 1997 are:
1

Staff salaries and on-costs for 1996/97

$335,000 (1)

2

Number of Ministerial staff (including driver)

5 full time & 1 part time (1)

3

Other Ministerial office operating (recurrent expenses)

$6,971.01

4

Minister's and/ or office international flights

$nil

5

Minister's and/ or office domestic flights

$1,653.06 (2)

6

Minister's and/ or office charter flights

$4,854.65

7

Travel related expenses (international)

$nil

8

Travel related expenses (domestic)

$1,311.05

9

Entertainment/hospitality expenses

$nil

10 Alcohol costs

$nil

Notes:
(1) Includes staff numbers and costs for the Ministerial portfolios of Sport and Rural Development.

Approximately 50% of the costs can be attributed to servicing each area.
(2) Includes the Rural Development Ministerial Council meeting held in Canberra and includes the
attendance of one Ministerial advisor.
Total office operating costs for 1995/96 for Sport and including Rural Development for the period 30
March 1996 to 30 June 1996 and excluding salaries was $81,762.96. The time and resources required to
provide an answer covering earlier periods cannot be justified as at 1 July 1997 all transactions were
transferred from the former Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism to the Department of State
Development.
Ministerial expenses were incurred for the purpose of Ministerial duties. Travel related expenses can be
claimed by a Minister in the form of a travel allowance or by reimbursement of intra-state and inter-state
travel costs. Ministerial staff accompanying Ministers on official business are also eligible for
reimbursement of travel costs.

Sport and Rural Development: alcohol purchases
271.

MR PANDAZOPOULOS - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Sport, in his capacity as
Minister for Sport and Minister for Rural Development, since 30 March 1996 to date, the details of
all alcohol purchased by the Minister's office or the department for the Minister's office, indicating
in respect of each purchase - (a) date; (b) value; and (c) item.
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ANSWER:
I refer the Member to my reply in the Legislative Council to Questions on Notice, Nos.532 and 533.
Legislative Council
Question No. 532:
The Hon. TC Theophanous - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Sport):
From 3 October 1992 to 30 March 1996, what are the details of expenses of the office of the Minister or the
Minister's predecessor.
Reply:
Ms Asher (Minister for Small Business) for Mr Reynolds (Minister for Sport), the answer is:
Details of Ministerial office expenses from 1 July 1996 to 1 March 1997 are:
Staff salaries and on-costs for 1996/97

$335,000 (1)

2

Number of Ministerial staff (including driver)

5 full time & 1 part time (1)

3

Other Ministerial office operating (recurrent expenses)

$28,589.88

4

Minister's and/ or office international flights

$9,929.40 (2)

5

Minister's and/ or office domestic flights

$6,268.94 (3)

6

Minister's and/ or office charter flights

$4,391.17

7

Travel related expenses (international)

$12,223.82 (2)

8

Travel related expenses (domestic)

$3,568.13

9

Entertainment/hospitality expenses

$1,692.50 (4)

10 Alcohol costs

$nil

Notes:
(1)

Includes staff numbers and costs for the Ministerial portfolios of Sport and Rural Development.
Approximately 50% of the costs can be attributed to servicing each area.

(2) All costs are associated with the Ministerial visit to the 1996 Atlanta Olympic Games.
(3) These costs were for Ministerial Councils meetings, Darwin for Sport and Sydney for Racing and
included the attendance of one Ministerial advisor.
(4) These costs are all associated with the hosting of receptions for visiting international sporting teams
including the New Zealand Netball team, the Chinese International Wushu team, the Korean
Taekwondo team and the Korean Hockey team.
Total office operating costs for 1995/96 for Sport and including Rural Development for the period 30
March 1996 to 30 June 1996 and excluding salaries was $81,762.96. The time and resources required to
provide an answer covering earlier periods cannot be justified as at 1 July 1997 all transactions were
transferred from the former Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism to the Department of State
Development.
Ministerial expenses were incurred for the purpose of Ministerial duties. Travel related expenses can be
claimed by a Minister in the form of a travel allowance or by reimbursement of intra-state and inter-state
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travel costs. Ministerial staff accompanying Ministers on official business are also eligible for
reimbursement of travel costs.
Legislative Council
Question No. 533:
The Hon. TC Theophanous - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Rural Development):
From 3 October 1992 to 30 March 1996, what are the details of expenses of the office of the Minister or the
Minister's predecessor.
Reply:
Ms Asher (Minister for Small Business) for Mr Reynolds (Minister for Rural Development), the answer is:
Details of Ministerial office expenses from 1 July 1996 to 1 March 1997 are:
1

Staff salaries and on-costs for 1996/97

$335,000 (1)

2

Number of Ministerial staff (including driver)

5 full time & 1 part time

3

Other Ministerial office operating (recurrent expenses)

$6,971.01

4

Minister's and/ or office international flights

$nil

5

Minister's and/or office domestic flights

$1,653.06 (2)

6

Minister's and/or office charter flights

$4,854.65

7

Travel related expenses (international)

$nil

8

Travel related expenses (domestic)

$1,311.05

9

Entertainment/hospitality expenses

$nil

10 Alcohol costs

(1)

$nil

Notes:
(1)

Includes staff numbers and costs for the Ministerial portfolios of Sport and Rural Development.
Approximately 50% of the costs can be attributed to servicing each area.

(2) Includes the Rural Development Ministerial Council meeting held in Canberra and includes the
attendance of one Ministerial advisor.
Total office operating costs for 1995/96 for Sport and including Rural Development for the period 30
March 1996 to 30 June 1996 and excluding salaries was $81,762.96. The time and resources required to
provide an answer covering earlier periods cannot be justified as at 1 July 1997 all transactions were
transferred from the former Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism to the Department of State
Development.
Ministerial expenses were incurred for the purpose of Ministerial duties. Travel related expenses can be
claimed by a Minister in the form of a travel allowance or by reimbursement of intra-state and inter-state
travel costs. Ministerial staff accompanying Ministers on official business are also eligible for
reimbursement of travel costs.
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Sport and Rural Development: credit cards
272.

MR PANDAZOPOULOS - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Sport, in his capacity as
Minister for Sport and Minister for Rural Development, whether the Minister or staff of the
Minister's office hold one or more credit cards issued by the Government; if so, what is the total
value of purchases on each such credit card since 30 March 1996 to date, indicating- (a) date; (b) cost
of each purchase; and (c) credit card provider.

ANSWER:
I refer the Member to my reply in the Legislative Council to Question on Notice, No.534.
Legislative Council
Question No. 534:
The Hon. TC Theophanous - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Sport):
Did the Minister, staff of the Minister's office or that of the Minister's predecessor hold or do they now
hold one or more credit cards issued by the Government and; if so, what is the total value of purchases
made on each credit card from 3 October 1992 to 30 March 1996, including the date, value and purchase
and credit card provider.
Reply:
Ms Asher (Minister for Small Business) for Mr Reynolds (Minister for Sport), the answer is:
The total cost of credit card purchases from 30 March 1996 to 1 March 1997 are:
(i) The Honourable Tom Reynolds - $1,707.94.
Gi)

Ms Sally Ferry - $479.95.

(ill) Mr

Max Turner - $874.20.

The time and resources required to provide an answer covering the earlier periods cannot be justified.

Sport and Rural Development: air travel
273.

MR PANDAZOPOULOS - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Sport, in his capacity as
Minister for Sport and Minister for Rural Development, since 3 October 1992 to date, what are the
details of all domestic and international air travel used by the Minister and/ or the Minister's office,
or the Minister's predecessor, indicating in respect of each trip - (a) date; (b) carrier; (c) destination;
and (d) cost.

ANSWER:
I refer the Member to my reply in the Legislative Council to Questions on Notice, Nos.532, 533 and 536.
Legislative Council
Question No. 532:
The Hon. TC Theophanous - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Sport):
From 3 October 1992 to 30 March 1996, what are the details of expenses of the office of the Minister or the
Minister's predecessor.
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Reply:
Ms Asher (Minister for Small Business) for Mr Reynolds (Minister for Sport), the answer is:
Details of Ministerial office expenses from 1 July 1996 to 1 March 1997 are:
Staff salaries and on-costs for 1996/97

$335,000 (1)

2

Number of Ministerial staff (including driver)

5 full time & 1 part time (1)

3

Other Ministerial office operating (recurrent expenses)

$28,589.88

4

Minister's and/ or office international flights

$9,929.40 (2)

5

Minister's and/ or office domestic flights

$6,268.94 (3)

6

Minister's and/ or office charter flights

$4,391.17

7

Travel related expenses (international)

$12,223.82 (2)

8

Travel related expenses (domestic)

$3,568.13

9

Entertainment/hospitality expenses

$1,692.50 (4)

10 Alcohol costs

$nil

Notes:
(1) Includes staff numbers and costs for the Ministerial portfolios of Sport and Rural Development.

Approximately 50% of the costs can be attributed to servicing each area.
(2) All costs are associated with the Ministerial visit to the 1996 Atlanta Olympic Games.
(3) These costs were for Ministerial Councils meetings, Darwin for Sport and Sydney for Racing and
included the attendance of one Ministerial advisor.
(4) These costs are all associated with the hosting of receptions for visiting international sporting teams
including the New Zealand Netball team, the Chinese International Wushu team, the Korean
Taekwondo team and the Korean Hockey team.
Total office operating costs for 1995/96 for Sport and including Rural Development for the period 30
March 1996 to 30 June 1996 and excluding salaries was $81,762.96. The time and resources required to
provide an answer covering earlier periods cannot be justified as at 1 July 1997 all transactions were
transferred from the former Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism to the Department of State
Development.
Ministerial expenses were incurred for the purpose of Ministerial duties. Travel related expenses can be
claimed by a Minister in the form of a travel allowance or by reimbursement of intra-state and inter-state
travel costs. Ministerial staff accompanying Ministers on official business are also eligible for
reimbursement of travel costs.
Legislative Council
Question No. 533:
The Hon. rc Theophanous - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Rural Development):
From 3 October 1992 to 30 March 1996, what are the details of expenses of the office of the Minister or the
Minister's predecessor.
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Reply:
Ms Asher (Minister for Small Business) for Mr Reynolds (Minister for Rural Development), the answer is:
Details of Ministerial office expenses from 1 July 1996 to 1 March 1997 are:
Staff salaries and on-costs for 1996/97

$335,000 (1)

2

Number of Ministerial staff (including driver)

5 full time & 1 part time (1)

3

Other Ministerial office operating (recurrent expenses)

$6,971.01

4

Minister's and/ or office international flights

$nil

5

Minister's and/or office domestic flights

$1,653.06 (2)

6

Minister's and/ or office charter flights

$4,854.65

7

Travel related expenses (international)

$nil

8

Travel related expenses (domestic)

$1,311.05

9

Entertainment/hospitality expenses

$nil

10 Alcohol costs

$nil

Notes:
(1) Includes staff numbers and costs for the Ministerial portfolios of Sport and Rural Development.
Approximately 50% of the costs can be attributed to servicing each area.
(2) Includes the Rural Development Ministerial Council meeting held in Canberra and includes the
attendance of one Ministerial advisor.
Total office operating costs for 1995/96 for Sport and including Rural Development for the period 30
March 1996 to 30 June 1996 and excluding salaries was $81,762.96. The time and resources required to
provide an answer covering earlier periods cannot be justified as at 1 July 1997 all transactions were
transferred from the former Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism to the Department of State
Development.
Ministerial expenses were incurred for the purpose of Ministerial duties. Travel related expenses can be
claimed by a Minister in the form of a travel allowance or by reimbursement of intra-state and inter-state
travel costs. Ministerial staff accompanying Ministers on official business are also eligible for
reimbursement of travel costs.
Legislative Council
Question No. 536:
The Hon. TC Theophanous - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Sport):
From 3 October 1992 to 30 March 1996, what amount has been paid in travel allowance to the Minister or
the Minister's predecessor and the details of each claim by the Minister for travel allowance including the
- (i) date of travel; (ii) destination and (ill) purpose of travel.
Reply:
Ms Asher (Minister for Small Business) for Mr Reynolds (Minister for Sport), the answer is:
In addition to the following, I refer the Honourable Member to my reply in the Legislative Council to
Question on Notice No. 532.
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2 June 1995 - 2 July 1995

(ii) United Kingdom (London, Manchester & Sheffield), Paris, Stuttgart, Toronto, New York, Atlanta,

Vancouver and Victoria (Vancouver Island).
(iii) To look at the delivery and provision of sport and recreation services and facilities in England, France,

Germany and Canada; the potential for developing up pre Olympic events, acclimatisation and
training activities; and the thoroughbred racing industry in England and harness racing in New York.
The total cost for the trip was $63,876.95 and included costs for Mrs Reynolds and one Ministerial advisor.

Sport and Rural Development: charter flights
274.

MR PANDAZOPOULOS - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Sport, in his capacity as
Minister for Sport and Minister for Rural Development, since 3 October 1992 to date, what are the
details for all charter flights, including helicopters and light planes, used by the Minister and/ or the
Minister's office or the Minister's predecessor, indicating in respect of each flight - (a) date;
(b) carrier; (c) destination; (d) cost; and (e) purpose.

ANSWER:
I refer the Member to my reply in the Legislative Council to Questions on Notice, Nos.532 and 533.
Legislative Council
Question No. 532:
The Hon. TC Theophanous - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Sport):
From 3 October 1992 to 30 March 1996, what are the details of expenses of the office of the Minister or the
Minister's predecessor.
Reply:
Ms Asher (Minister for Small Business) for Mr Reynolds (Minister for Sport), the answer is:
Details of Ministerial office expenses from 1 July 1996 to 1 March 1997 are:
1

Staff salaries and on-costs for 1996/97

$335,000 (1)

2

Number of Ministerial staff (including driver)

5 full time & 1 part time (1)

3

Other Ministerial office operating (recurrent expenses)

$28,589.88

4

Minister's and/ or office international flights

$9,929.40 (2)

5

Minister's and/ or office domestic flights

$6,268.94 (3)

6

Minister's and/ or office charter flights

$4,391.17

7

Travel related expenses (international)

$12,223.82 (2)

8

Travel related expenses (domestic)

$3,568.13

9

Entertainment/hospitality expenses

$1,692.50 (4)

10 Alcohol costs

$nil
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Notes:
(1)

Includes staff numbers and costs for the Ministerial portfolios of Sport and Rural Development.
Approximately 50% of the costs can be attributed to servicing each area.

(2) All costs are associated with the Ministerial visit to the 1996 Atlanta Olympic Games.
(3) These costs were for Ministerial Councils meetings, Darwin for Sport and Sydney for Racing and
included the attendance of one Ministerial advisor.
(4) These costs are all associated with the hosting of receptions for visiting international sporting teams
including the New Zealand Netball team, the Chinese International Wushu team, the Korean
Taekwondo team and the Korean Hockey team.
Total office operating costs for 1995/96 for Sport and including Rural Development for the period 30
March 1996 to 30 June 1996 and excluding salaries was $81,762.96. The time and resources required to
provide an answer covering earlier periods cannot be justified as at 1 July 1997 all transactions were
transferred from the former Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism to the Department of State
Development.
Ministerial expenses were incurred for the purpose of Ministerial duties. Travel related expenses can be
claimed by a Minister in the form of a travel allowance or by reimbursement of intra-state and inter-state
travel costs. Ministerial staff accompanying Ministers on official business are also eligible for
reimbursement of travel costs.
Legislative Council
Question No. 533:
The Hon. TC Theophanous - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Rural Development):
From 3 October 1992 to 30 March 1996, what are the details of expenses of the office of the Minister or the
Minister's predecessor.
Reply:
Ms Asher (Minister for Small Business) for Mr Reynolds (Minister for Rural Development), the answer is:
Details of Ministerial office expenses from 1 July 1996 to 1 March 1997 are:
Staff salaries and on-costs for 1996/97

$335,000 (1)

2

Number of Ministerial staff (including driver)

5 full time & 1 part time (1)

3

Other Ministerial office operating (recurrent expenses)

$6,971.01

4

Minister's and/ or office international flights

$ni1

5

Minister's and/ or office domestic flights

$1,653.06 (2)

6

Minister's and/ or office charter flights

$4,854.65

7

Travel related expenses (international)

$ni1

8

Travel related expenses (domestic)

$1,311.05

9

Entertainment/hospitality expenses

$ni1

10 Alcohol costs

$ni1

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

ASSEMBLY

1866

Thursday, 15 May 1997

Notes:
(1)

Includes staff numbers and costs for the Ministerial portfolios of Sport and Rural Development.
Approximately 50% of the costs can be attributed to servicing each area.

(2) Includes the Rural Development Ministerial Council meeting held in Canberra and includes the
attendance of one Ministerial advisor.
Total office operating costs for 1995/96 for Sport and including Rural Development for the period 30
March 1996 to 30 June 1996 and excluding salaries was $81,762.96. The time and resources required to
provide an answer covering earlier periods cannot be justified as at 1 July 1997 all transactions were
transferred from the former Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism to the Department of State
Development.
Ministerial expenses were incurred for the purpose of Ministerial duties. Travel related expenses can be
claimed by a Minister in the form of a travel allowance or by reimbursement of intra-state and inter-state
travel costs. Ministerial staff accompanying Ministers on official business are also eligible for
reimbursement of travel costs.

Sport and Rural Development: travel allowances
275.

MR PANDAZOPOUlOS - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Sport, in his capacity as
Minister for Sport and Minister for Rural Development, since 30 March 1996 to date, the amount
paid in travel allowances to the Minister, and the details of each claim by the Minister including(a) date of travel; (b) destination; and (c) purpose.

ANSWER:
I refer the Member to my reply in the Legislative Council to Questions on Notice, Nos.532, 533 and 536.
Legislative Council
Question No. 532:
The Hon. TC Theophanous - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Sport):
From 3 October 1992 to 30 March 1996, what are the details of expenses of the office of the Minister or the
Minister's predecessor.
Reply:
Ms Asher (Minister for Small Business) for Mr Reynolds (Minister for Sport), the answer is:
Details of Ministerial office expenses from 1 July 1996 to 1 March 1997 are:
11 Staff salaries and on-costs for 1996/97

$335,000 (1)

12 Number of Ministerial staff (including driver)

5 full time & 1 part time (1)

13 Other Ministerial office operating (recurrent expenses)

$28,589.88

14 Minister's and/or office international flights

$9,929.40 (2)

15 Minister's and/ or office domestic flights

$6,268.94 (3)

16 Minister's and/ or office charter flights

$4,391.17

17 Travel related expenses (international)

512,223.82 (2)
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18 Travel related expenses (domestic)

$3,568.13

19 Entertainment/hospitality expenses

$1,692.50 (4)

20 Alcohol costs

$nil

Notes:
(5) Includes staff numbers and costs for the Ministerial portfolios of Sport and Rural Development.
Approximately 500/0 of the costs can be attributed to servicing each area.
(6) All costs are associated with the Ministerial visit to the 1996 Atlanta Olympic Games.
(7)

These costs were for Ministerial Councils meetings, Darwin for Sport and Sydney for Racing and
included the attendance of one Ministerial advisor.

(8) These costs are all associated with the hosting of receptions for visiting international sporting teams
including the New Zealand Netball team, the Chinese International Wushu team, the Korean
Taekwondo team and the Korean Hockey team.
Total office operating costs for 1995/96 for Sport and including Rural Development for the period 30
March 1996 to 30 June 1996 and excluding salaries was $81,762.96. The time and resources required to
provide an answer covering earlier periods cannot be justified as at 1 July 1997 all transactions were
transferred from the former Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism to the Department of State
Development.
Ministerial expenses were incurred for the purpose of Ministerial duties. Travel related expenses can be
claimed by a Minister in the form of a travel allowance or by reimbursement of intra-state and inter-state
travel costs. Ministerial staff accompanying Ministers on official business are also eligible for
reimbursement of travel costs.
Legislative Council
Question No. 533:
The Hon. TC Theophanous - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Rural Development):
From 3 October 1992 to 30 March 1996, what are the details of expenses of the office of the Minister or the
Minister's predecessor.
Reply:
Ms Asher (Minister for Small Business) for Mr Reynolds (Minister for Rural Development), the answer is:
Details of Ministerial office expenses from 1 July 1996 to 1 March 1997 are:
11 Staff salaries and on-costs for 1996/97

$335,000 (1)

12 Number of Ministerial staff (including driver)

5 full time & 1 part time (1)

13 Other Ministerial office operating (recurrent expenses)

$6,971.01

14 Minister's and/ or office international flights

$nil

15 Minister's and/ or office domestic flights

$1,653.06 (2)

16 Minister's and/ or office charter flights

$4,854.65

17 Travel related expenses (international)

$nil

18 Travel related expenses (domestic)

$1,311.05
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19 Entertainment/hospitality expenses

$nil

20 Alcohol costs

$nil

Notes:
(3) Includes staff numbers and costs for the Ministerial portfolios of Sport and Rural Development.
Approximately 50% of the costs can be attributed to servicing each area.
(4) Includes the Rural Development Ministerial Council meeting held in Canberra and includes the
attendance of one Ministerial advisor.
Total office operating costs for 1995/96 for Sport and including Rural Development for the period 30
March 1996 to 30 June 1996 and excluding salaries was $81,762.96. The time and resources required to
provide an answer covering earlier periods cannot be justified as at 1 July 1997 all transactions were
transferred from the former Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism to the Department of State
Development.
Ministerial expenses were incurred for the purpose of Ministerial duties. Travel related expenses can be
claimed by a Minister in the form of a travel allowance or by reimbursement of intra-state and inter-state
travel costs. Ministerial staff accompanying Ministers on official business are also eligible for
reimbursement of travel costs.
Legislative Council
Question No. 536:
The Hon. TC Theophanous - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Sport):
From 3 October 1992 to 30 March 1996, what amount has been paid in travel allowance to the Minister or
the Minister's predecessor and the details of each claim by the Minister for travel allowance including the
- (i) date of travel; (iD destination and (ill) purpose of travel.
Reply:
Ms Asher (Minister for Small Business) for Mr Reynolds (Minister for Sport), the answer is:
In addition to the following, I refer the Honourable Member to my reply in the Legislative Council to
Question on Notice No. 532.
(i)

2 June 1995 - 2 July 1995

(ii) United Kingdom (London, Manchester & Sheffield), Paris, Stuttgart, Toronto, New York, Atlanta,

Vancouver and Victoria (Vancouver Island).
(ill) To look at the delivery and provision of sport and recreation services and facilities in England, France,

Germany and Canada; the potential for developing up pre Olympic events, acclimatisation and
training activities; and the thoroughbred racing industry in England and harness racing in New York.
The total cost for the trip was $63,876.95 and included costs for Mrs Reynolds and one Ministerial advisor.

Sport and Rural Development: residential allowances
276.

MR PANDAZOPOULOS - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Sport, in his capacity as
Minister for Sport and Minister for Rural Development, since 30 March 1996 to date, the amount
paid in residential allowances and the details of each claim by the Minister.

ANSWER:
I refer the Member to my reply in the Legislative Council to Question on Notice No. 538.
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Thursday, 15 May 1997

ASSEMBLY

1869

Legislative Council
Question No. 538:
The Hon. TC Theophanous - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Sport):
From 3 October 1992 to 30 March 1996, what amount has been paid in residential allowances to the
Minister or the Minister's predecessor giving details of each claim.
Reply:
Ms Asher (Minister for Small Business) for Mr Reynolds (Minister for Sport), the answer is:

Nil

Pursuant to Regulation 6 of the Parliamentary Allowances Regulations 1992, I am ineligible for a
residential allowance.
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Bendigo Art Gallery
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Bendigo Mining NL, 730, 735, 1049, 1056
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Austin and Repatriation Medical Centre, 233, 582,587

Bills (See BILLS)

Austral softwood processing factory, 161

BLF Custodian

Australian Fibre and Textile Education Centre, q 530
Australian Football League
Waverley Park, 291

Report, 13
Blossom Park primary school, 1051, 1057
Bluelake property, 675

Australian Grands Prix <Formula One) Regulations,
233
Australian Labor Party

Bogong Village, 12
Bonbeach
Place Names Committee, 1315, 1318

Deputy Leader of the Opposition: appointment, 1
Factory fire allegations, 1393, 1398
Letters to councillors, 495,586
(See also Leader of the Opposition and Local
government)

Box Forest Secondary College, 214, 221
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River~UJTay,494,499

Automatic teller machines, 1207, 1209
Automatic ticketing (See Public transport)

Brothels
VVlrittlesea,855,860

Automotive industry
Industry Commission report, q 403, 503
Industry support, 503

Budget
Economic benefits, q 993
(See also appropriation bills under BILLS)
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Ballarat Centre Against Sexual Assault, 58, 65
Ballarat, City of
2000 Olympic Games, 1478, 1482
Audit, 1394, 1399
Economic development, 991
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intersection, 729, 733
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Automatic teller machines, 1207, 1209
Customer service, 153, 157
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Charges, 655, 665
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~pton, 152, 155
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Bureau of Emergency Services Telecommunications
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Deer Park-Melton, 1477, 1481
Footscray and Sandringham, 61,64
National Bus Company, 1478, 1481
Werribee, 1205, 1209
(See also Public transport, Rail and Trams)
Bushfires
Ocean Grove, 1118, 1124

Business
Industry training, q 532
(See also Investment and Small business)
Business of the house (See Parliament)
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Condolences
Murphy, Charles James Esq., 1

Carers strategy, q 1091
Castlemaine library, 1315, 1320

Construction Industry Long Service Leave Board, 280,
286

Caulfield

Correctional services

Respite care, 1767, 1772
Censorship
Children's books, 1479, 1483
Film and videotape classification guidelines, 13
Centenary Hall, Werribee, 1485
Central Gippsland
Health services, 959, 963
Central Gippsland Institute of T AFE, 431, 436
Chemicals
Werribee toxic waste dump, 1206, 1209
Child protection services
Victorian Child Death Review Committee report,
1321, q 1342, q 1345
Child-care centres
Banned books, 1479, 1483

Cigarette advertising
Flinders Street station, 432, 434
City Link
Contract, 89
Moonee Ponds Valley, 1314, 1320
South Eastern Freeway, q 190
Tolls,89
(See also Roads)

Asian youth, 283, 287
Coburg complex, q 1094
Corrections Corporation of Australia, 301
Metropolitan Women's Correctional Centre, 301, 370,
373,429,436,731,734, q 1506
Prisoner assault, 584, 589
Vietnamese youth,371, 374
(See also individual prison names)
Corrections Corporation of Australia, 301
Council of Magistrates
Report, 1699
Country Fire Authority
Enterprise agreement, 1313, 1320
(See also Intergraph)
County Court
Judges report, 1699
Video conferencing, q 896
Crown Casino
Conflict of interest, 980, 1493
Employment, q 892
Lord mayor's comments, q 1409
Security staff, 584, 590
Tender process, 1493
(See also Gaming)

D

Clarinda
Place Names Committee, 1397, 1401

Dandenong South Primary School

Clark, Professor Adrienne

Darebin, City of

Appointment as Lieutenant-Governor, q 1090
Clunes
Sewerage, 858,860,870
Co INVEST, 280, 286

Former principal, 956, 962

Commission of inquiry, 1215, 1321
Mayoral election, 659, 662
Deinstitutionalisation (See Disability services)
Diesel fuel
Prices, q 1091, 1119, 1125

Comhouse
Housing tender, 731, 734
Commonwealth-state housing agreement, 1216
Community Support Fund
Problem gamblers, 1691, 1698
Computers (See Information technology)

Disability services
Adult students, 1316, 1320
Ascot Vale special school, 281,284
Carers strategy, q 1091
Communication aids, 1583, 1587
Community-based accommodation, q 1132
Deinstitutionalisation, q 1410
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Department of Human Services survey, 1051, 1056
EnlployYnentprograrns, 1480, 1483
lInpainnent program, 958, 962
Plenty residential services, 1215, 1485
Program of Aids for Disabled People, 279, 283, 1316,
1320, 1583, 1587
(See also Health)

Employment
Crown Casino, q 892
Disabled people, 1480, 1483
Election promise, q 992
Ethnic affairs (See Multicultural affairs)
F

Division lists (See Parliament)
F18 freeway

Drought
Gippsland, q 441, q 617, 659, 664, 738, q 763, 968,
q 1128, q 1241, 1395, 1399, 1583, 1588

Reservation, 1120, 1125, 1699
Fair trading

Drugs

Commonwealth Bank, 153, 157

Freeza program, q 317, 1691, 1698
Get a Life survey, q 318
Schools strategy, q 1130
Shooting galleries, 1766,1772
Springvale needle exchange program, 656, 665
Turning the Tide program, q 5, q 96
Victorian Law Enforcement Drug FW1d, q 867
Werribee detoxification centre, 585, 587

Federal member for Oxley, 957, 961
Federal-State Relations Committee
Membership, 375
Federation Square
Architectural competition, q 405
Ferntree Gully

Dunolly hospital

Ambulance station, 881, 886

Future, 69, 151, 157

Film and video tape classification guidelines, 13

Duty free shop, former
189 Collins Street, Melbourne, 1316, 1320
E

East Malvern Bowling Club, 1393, 1399
Economic Development Committee
Medical and public health research report, 1215
Education
Computer subsidies, q 229
Home Tuition Specialists, 1048, 1055
Literacy and numeracy, 531
Maintenance allowance, 12,60,66, 1207, 1209
Standards, 1234
(See also BILLS, Preschools, Schools and colleges,
TAFE, Teachers, Tertiary education and
Universities)
Electricity industry
Loy Yang A power station, q 668
Loy Yang B power station, q 225, q 406
Privatisation, q 1724
Ellinbank Dairy Research Centre, 215, 220
Emergency services
Management manual, q 1346
(See also Intergraph and Metropolitan Ambulance
Service)

Finance, Former Minister for (See Ministers)
Firearms
Buyback, 279, 285, q 672
RegLdation, 1049, 1055, 1121, 1125
lJniformlaws,216,219, 1397, 1401, 1582, 1586, 1584,
1586
Fire blight
Contingency plans, q 1407, 1478, 1481
Royal Botanic Gardens, q 1342
Fluoridation, 1584, 1588
Food
Hygiene standards, 282, 285, 311, q 667, q 670
Forest industry
Nyah forest, 367, 374
Frankston Freeway
Barriers, 368, 371
Freeways (See Roads and individual freeway names)
Freeza program, q 317, 1691, 1698
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Gaming
Problem gamblers, 583, 587, 1493, 1691, 1698
Promotion, 216, 221
Standards, 1493
(See also Crown Casino)
Garden City
Public hOUSing, 1117, 1122
Gas and Fuel
Privatisation, 1485
Gas industry
Information technology, 431, 436
Geelong, City of Greater
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Hampton
Beach renourishment, 152, 155
Hansard
Chief Reporter, 1762
Health
Central Gippsland services, 959, 963
Food hygiene, 282, 285, 311, q 667, q 670
Impotency support group, 1581, 1587
~ale, 150, 158, 1581, 1587
~edical and public health research report, 1215
Palliative care review, 881, 886
Rural careers, 584, 588
Sahnonella,282,285,311
(See also Disability services)

International watersports complex, 737, 870, 899
Highways (See individual highway names)
Get a Life survey, q 318
Gippsland
Drought, q 441, q 617,738, q 763, 968, q 1128, q 1241,
1583, 1588
Farmer assistance, q 1128, q 1241, 1583, 1588
Stockfeed crisis, 738, q 763
Train service, 659, 664
Gippsland West
Respite care, 857, 860
Glen Era, City of
Litter, 1396, 1401
Gh~n

Era College, 1396, 1400

Golden Door health retreat, 1766, 1770
Government buildings
Conservation and restoration, q 319
Government consultancies, q 1239
Graffiti

Hobsons Bay, City of
Victorian Inn, Williamstown, 1413
Home Tuition Specialists, 1048, 1055
Hospitals (See Health and individual hospital names)
House Committee
~embership, 375
Smoking resolution, 855

Housing
Ascot Vale, 586, 589, 733,734,1397,1401
Comhousetender,731,734, 1118, 1123
Commonwealth-state housing agreement, 1216
Community program, q 766
Garden City, 1117, 1122
Inner city renewal, q 997
Kooris, 1692, 1696
~oe RSL, 1695, 1696
Rural Victoria, q 894
Shepparton,496,501
Waiting lists, 279, 285, 310
Werribee, 279, 285

Bentleigh, 1205, 1209
Human Services, Department of
Grange Secondary College, The, 1584, 1585
Greater Dandenong, City of
Chief commissioner, 217,222
Grievances, 17, 289,965
Gunai Kurnai
Native title claim, 303
Guns (See Firearms)

Adoption, foster and permanent care, 282, 284
Community-based accommodation, q 1132
~enta1 health survey, 1051, 1056
Youth placements, 1581, 1587
Humedam
Rectification works, 1052, 1054
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Kangaroo Flat
Police station, 591

Impotency support group, 1581, 1587
Kealba quarry, 955, 960

Industry Commission
Automotive industry report, q 403
Textiles, clothing and footwear industry report, q 616
Information technology

Kinder Surprise, 1768, 1772
Kindergartens (See Preschools)
Knox Gardens estate

Computers
clocks, 956, 960
school subsidies, q 229
Gas industry, 431, 436
Police network, 884, 888
(See also Multimedia industry)
Intergraph
Ambulance contract, 69, q 189, q 230, q 232, 306,
q 316, q 319, q 402, q 404, q 445, q 618, q 762, q 764,
q 765, q 766, 859, 860, q 863, q 864, q 866, 883, 885,
q 893, q 894, q 897, q 898, 975, q 994, q 996, q 997,
1050, 1052, q 1089, q 1090, q 1093, 1121, 1126,
q 1127, q 1129, q 1133, q 1405, q 1407, q 1409,
q 1411, 1486, 1492, q 1724, q 1725, q 1726, q 1728
BEST contract, 69, q 319, q 765, 883, 885, q 894, q 898,
975, q 1089, q 1127, q 1133,1492
Former CEO, q 1127, q 1129, q 1405, q 1409, 1492
Minister for Agriculture and ResoW'Ces, q 189, 306
Minister for Conservation and Land Management,
q 189, 306, q 863, q 864, q 866, q 893, q 996, q 1090,
q 1127, q 1129, q 1405, q 1407, q 1409, q 1411, 1486,
1492, q 1502, q 1503, q 1614, q 1615, q 1619, q 1724,
q 1726, q 1728
Minister for Health, q 1504
Minister for Youth and Community Services, q 1617,
q 1725
Ministerial briefings, 975, q 996, q 1089, q 1090,
q 1405, q 1409, q 1411, 1486, 1492, q 1502, q 1503,
q 1504, q 1614, q 1615, q 1617, q 1619, q 1724,
q 1725, q 1726, q 1728
Performance, 69, q 230, q 232, 306, q 319, q 402, q 445,
q 618, 975, 1050, 1052, q 1133
Raywood Communications, q 893, q 996, q 997
Treasurer, 306, q 316, q 404, q 445, q 618, 883, 885,
q 897, q 898, q 994, q 1089
(See also Metropolitan Ambulance Service)

Traffic management, 730, 733
Kooris (See Aborigines)
Korong Vale State School, 1591

L
La Trobe University
Bendigo campus, q 765
Lake Wellington Rivers Authority, 675
Lakes Entrance
Golf club, 1048, 1056
Police station, 370, 373
Land Titles Office, q 1128
Latrobe Regional Hospital
Traffic access, 729, 733
Law Reform Committee
Liability of health service providers report, 1485
Leader of the Opposition
Rural Victoria, 982
(See also Members and Personal explanations)

Liberal Party
Golden Door health retreat, 1766, 1770
Libraries
Funding, q 766
(See also individual library names)

Lieutenant-Governor

Investment
Rural Victoria, q 10, q 187, q 444

J
Joint sittings of Parliament (See Parliament)

K

Professor Adrienne Clark, q 1090
Little River
Accident black spot, 958, 963
Livestock
Anthrax, 62, 65,369, 372
Crossings,281,287

Kangan Institute of TAFE, 1692, 1696
Local government
ALP: letters to councillors, 495,586,
Automatic teller machines, 1207, 1209
Elections, q 9,218,223

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
Pensioner rate rebates, 881, 887
Rate exemptions, 859, 861
Superannuation, q 94, q 185, q 315, q 442, q 1244
Whittlesea amendments, 958, 960
Yarra Ranges, 57, 63
(See also Planning and individual city and shire
council names)
Longford swing bridge, 858, 861
Lower Goulburn Waterway Management AuthOrity,
730, 734
Loy Yang A and B power stations (See Electricity
industry)

M
Magistrates Court
Report, 1699
Video conferencing, q 896
Mandatory reporting (See Child protection services)
Maternal and child health
Towong pilot program, 1206, 1209
Melbourne Planning Scheme L245, 1321
Melbourne University
Student union fees, 956, 961
Mell1.bers
Broadmeadows (Leader of the Opposition)
naming, 8
naming and suspension, 870
Gippsland West
election, 1
resignation, 1
Overseas trips, q 1616
Yan Yean: naming and suspension, 619
(See also Ministers and Personal explanations)
Men's netball, 883, 887

Met Trains (See Rail)
Met Tram (See Trams)
Microsoft (See Multimedia industry)
Mildura
Roadworks,368,371
Mining
Bendigo Mining NL, 730, 735, 1049, 1056
Eaglehawk, 1049, 1056
Exploration, q 228
Ministers
Agriculture and Resources: Intergraph contract, 306
Attorney-General: absence, 227
Conservation and Land Management
Intergraph contract, q 189, 306, q 863, q 864, q 866,
q 893, q 996, q 1090, q 1127, q 1129, q 1405, q 1407,
q 1409, q 1411, 1486, 1492, q 1502, q 1503, q 1614,
q 1615, q 1619, q 1724, q 1726, q 1728
Metropolitan Ambulance Service former CEO,
q 891, q 892, q 895, q 896
ministerial responsibility, q 996, q 1090, q 1407,
1486, 1492
Finance, former, q 5, q 6, q 7, q 9, q 95, q 97, 149, 155,
q 188
Health: Intergraph contract, q 1504
Housing: absence, 614
Planning and Local Government absence, 667
Police and Emergency Services: absence, 185
Standards, q 1410
Tertiary Education and Training: absence, 614
Transport
absence, 1614
appointment, 1
Treasurer
Intergraph contract, 306, q 316, q 404, q 445, q 618,
883, 885, q 897, q 994
vehicle use, q 443
Youth and Community Services: Intergraph contract,
q 1617, q 1725
(See also Auditor-General, Members, Premier and
Personal explanations)

Mental health (See Disability services)
Metropolitan Ambulance Service
Auditor-General's report, q 762, q 764, q 766, 859,
860, q 897, 975, 1245
Ferntree Gully station, 881, 886
Former CEO, q 764, q 891, q 892, q 895, q 896
Former senior manager, q 766
Officers
overseas trips, q 1093, 1121, 1126
training, 1049, 1056
(See also Intergraph)
Metropolitan Women's Correctional Centre, 301, 370,
373,429,436,731,734, q 1506
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Mission Energy
Loy Yang B power station, q 225, q 406
MoeRSL
Member housing, 1695, 1696
Monash, City of
Elections
candidate, 218, 223
voting methods, 1317, 1320
Montmorency South Primary School, 585, 590
Mooroopna Primary School, 432, 437
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Moreland, City of

Nyahforest

~anageDnent,60,62

Logging, 367, 374

Sporting facilities, 214, 221

o
MOrnington Peninsula
Obstetric and Paediatric Mortality and Morbidity,
Consultative Council on

Rabbits, 732, 734
Mount Buller

Report, 1215

Hostel lease, 737
Ocean Grove

Mountain Muster, A, q 1239
Multicultural affairs

Fuel reduction program, 1118, 1124
Olympic Games, 2000

Grants, 217, 219
Initiatives, q 863
ProbleDn gaDnbling, 583, 587

Ballarat training facilities, 1478, 1482
Opera Australia, 494, 502
Oxley, Federal member for, 957, 961

Multimedia industry
DevelopDnent, q 1092
Microsoft Seattle conference, q 1243
Penguin Parade, q 1503
(See also Information technology)
Murphy, The late Charles lames, Esq., 1
Museum of Victoria

Oz Child
AdDninistration, 296

p
PaintbaIl, 1134
Palliative care, 881, 886

Closure, q 439

Parks (See National parks and individual park names)

N
National Bus Company
Eastern suburbs routes, 1478, 1481
National Gallery
Deaccessioning, 1580, 1588
Renovations,213,221,737, 1059,q1127, 1215, 1591
National parks
Access, 496, 501
Commercial developDnent, 965
National Party
Leadership, q 669
National Road Trauma Advisory Council
Report, 1059
Native title
Gunai Kurnai ciaiDn, 303
Wik negotiations, q 891
Neangar Park Golf Club, 1691, 1697
Neighbourhood houses
Coordination prograDn, 882, 887
Netball
Men's, 883, 887

Parliament
Business of the house
grievances, 17
notices of motion, 1507
prograDn, 17,234,447,678,909, 1138, 1414
sessional orders, 678
Chairman of Committees: temporary, 225
Correction of bills, 17
Distinguished visitors, 667, 1626, 1699
Division list error, 965
Hansard: Chief Reporter, 1762
Joint sittings
Deakin University, 1137, 1166, 1211
Senate vacancy, 1137, 1166, 1211
University of Ballarat, 1137, 1166, 1211
Smoking in parliamentary dining rooms, 855
(See also Rulings by the Chair)
Parliament House
School groups, 1352
Parliament House Completion Authority
Report, 1059
Parliamentary secretaries
Planning and Local Government, q 225, q 227, q 228,
q 230, 366, 371, q 406,428,434, q 439, q 440, 493,
499, q 529, q 531, q 617, 657, q 670, q 671, q 673
Partnerships for Growth, q 9
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Pascoe Vale Girls Secondary College, 659, 664
Payroll tax
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Police in Schools program, q 315, 368, 373
Shepparton station, 214, 219
Werribee, 1208, 1209

Small business, q 532, q 614, 656, 660
Polwarth
Penguin Parade, q 1503
Pensioners
Rate rebates, 881, 887
Personal explanations
Members
Broadmeadows (Leader of the Opposition), 198
Footscray, 916, 1116
Gippsland West, 1762
Mooroolbark,1461
Morwell,l643
Ministers
Planning and Local Government, 1492
Youth and Community Services, 712
(See also Members and Ministers)

Electorate, 308
Port Franklin
Estuary works, 1314, 1318
Port of Melbourne
Works, 153, 157
Port Phillip, City of
Catering tenders, 1476, 1481
Premier
Absence, 185
Alleged conflict of interest, 980
Standards, 293
Preschools

Petitions (See PETITIONS)
Petrol
Prices, q 1091, 1119, 1125
Place Names Committee
Bonbeach, 1315, 1318
Clarinda, 1397, 1401
Planning
189 Collins Street, Melbourne, 1316, 1320
Bluelake property, 675
Duty free shop, former, 1316, 1320
Geelong international watersports complex, 737, 870,
899
Inner city housing renewal, q 997
Melbourne Planning Scheme L245, 1321
Victoria Inn, Williarnstown, 1413
Whittlesea amendments, 958, 960
Yarra Ranges, 57, 63
(See also Local government)
Planning and local government (See Parliamentary
secretaries)
Plenty Gorge
Bluelake property, 1699
Plenty residential services, 1215, 1485
Point Lonsdale Primary School, 1692, 1695
Police
Computer networking, 884, 888
Kangaroo Flat station, 591
Knox mobile facility, 973
Lakes Entrance station, 370, 373
Operation Bart, q 6

Funding, q 189
Quantim Binnah Community Centre, 1209
Princes Freeway West
Upgrading, 987
Princes Highway
Little River accident black spot, 958, 963
Prisons (See Correctional services and individual
prison names)
Problem gambling (See Gaming)
Productivity Commission (See Industry Commission)
Program of Aids for Disabled People, 279, 283, 1316,
1320, 1583, 1587
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee
Auditor-General: financial audit, 1413
Budget estimates and outcomes report, 900
Public transport
Automatic ticketing, q 1130, q 1132, q 1344, 1764, 1771
Reform, q 4, q 898
Rowville, 61, 64
Services, q 898
Student concessions, 1394, 1402, 1582, 1588
Tertiary concession card, 60, 67, 591
(See also Buses, Rail and Trams)
Public Transport Corporation
Contracts, 152, 158
Industrial action, 657, 663
Privatisation, 857, 860
(See also Buses, Rail and Trams)
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Q

Royal Botanic Gardens
Fire blight, q 1342

Quantim Binnah Community Centre, 1209
Questions on notice (See QUESTIONS ON NOTICE)

Royal Exhibition Building
VVorld Heritage listing, 1764, 1769

R
Rabbits
Momington Peninsula, 732, 734
Racing
Club and course licences, q 231
Ragwort
Narracan, 151, 154
Rail

Boronia crossing, 369, 372
Caulfield station, 1119, 1124
Chelsea crossing, 58, 64
Cigarette advertiSing, 432, 434
Clayton station, 856, 860
Communications system, 989
East Malvern station, 1050, 1056
Frankston station, 1120, 1124
Gippsland service, 659, 664
Hampton land, 859, 861
Hoppers Crossing station, 1395, 1402
Upfield line, q 671, 959, 963
Upgrading, q 445
VVindsorstation, 856, 861
(See also Buses, Public transport and Trams)
Raywood Communications
Intergraph contract, q 893, q 996, q 997
Recreational vehicles
Registration, 367, 371
Reports (See REPORTS)
Respite care
Caulfield, 1767, 1772
VVangaratta, 1317, 1319
River management authorities
Rates, 658, 665
Road safety
Careless d~ving, 69
Little River accident black spot, 958, 963
Roads
CarrierreguUations, 1694, 1698
Mildura works, 368, 371
(See also City Link and individual freeway,
highway, road and street names)

Rulings by the Chair
Adjournment
admissibility of matter, 495, 586
matter must relate to government administration,
221,495,586
matter must seek action, 217, 584, 657, 1481
matter to be directed to appropriate minister, 583
ministers' responses, 1209, 1210
only one matter to be raised, 374, 430
stopping of clock, 660
Admissibility
adjournment matter, 495,586
amendmenG, 603, 755, 762, 1604, 1605
questions without notice, 893
urgency motions, 503, 504, 507, 738, 739, 1486, 1489
Amendments: admissibility, 603,755,762,1604,1605
Business of the house, 1246
Chair
addressing, 75,97,219, 221, 227,381,443,480,490,
714, 1512, 1742
discussions in chambers, 57
recognising, 269
reflections on, 216, 620, 680, 1352
respect for, 480, 616
Debates of same session, 983, 1284, 1516, 1583
Documents
source, 660
tabling, 290, 810
Frivolous points of order, 83,497,683, 1398
Hansard,375
Inte~ections,51,98,381,386,431,445,475,481,482,

523,578,614,616,618,668,672,673,674,714,763,
764,851,852,853,865,867,868,869,883,885,953,
1054, 1504, 1505, 1619
Members
conduct, 74, 187,220,375,672,908,1344,1504,
1505, 1606, 1607, 1609, 1616, 1699
correct titles, 807, 1103
naming, 8
naming and suspension, 619,869
Motions
notices of, 12, 678, 1490, 1491, 1492, 1493
that the question be now put, 1610
Order of call, 1733
Pagers and mobile telephones, 392
Personal explanations, 22, 199, 516, 1123, 1751
Questions without notice
ad.missibility,893
debating, 227, 317,440, 673,864,869, 1127
length of answers, 12,404,444, 1408
must relate to government administration, 669
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must relate to minister's current responsibilities,
1405, 1406, 1409, 1614, 1724
not to be repeated, 532, 674
not to contain imputations, 529, 892, 894
not to seek opinion, 318
rhetorical, 11
scope, 444, 1409
(luotations: accuracy, 1068
Reading of speeches, 58, 301,302,444
Reasoned amendments, 603
Relevance, 6, 11,31, 72, 77,94,98,99,136,186,188,
189,261,265,315,316,317,319,396,397,405,441,
479,480,482,506,647,648,649,667,674,710,743,
744,793,809,810,812,814,815,864,995,996,998,
1113, 1115, 1235, 1351, 1353, 1354, 1366, 1367, 1372,
1382, 1384, 1418, 1429, 1488, 1494, 1517, 1558, 1598,
1602, 1603, 1607, 1617, 1715, 1724, 1729
Reports: distribution, 1342
Scope of debate, 507, 679, 680, 711, 852, 853, 910,
1040, 1113, 1114, 1115, 1349, 1515, 1637, 1638, 1639,
1640, 1641, 1689, 1700, 1701
Second-reading speeches, 908, 1031, 1032
Strangers in gallery, 355, 532, 1185
Sub judice rule, 672
Tedious repetition, 950
Televising of proceedings, 1507
Unparliamentary and offensive remarks, 95, 138, 193,
194,370,376,409,446,501,615,658,719,722,817,
980,1063,1068,1123,1233,1245,1346,1353,1490,
1577, 1583, 1601, 1604
Urgency motions: admissibility, 503, 504, 507, 738,
739, 1486, 1489
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Drug strategy, q 1130
Global budgets, q 996
Overseas students, 1767, 1772
State system, 591, 1485
Triennial review tenders, 495, 500, q 867, q 894, 956,
962
(See also Education, Preschools, TAFE, Teachers,
Tertiary education and Universities)
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee

Alert Digest, 13,233,676, 1134, 1591
Annual report, 289
Subordinate legislation report, 1135
Senate vacancy, 1136, 1137
Sewerage
Clunes, 858,860, 870
South East Water, 1314, 1319
Southern peninsula, 1314, 1319
Shepparton
Community health centre, 1316, 1319
Police station, 214, 219
Public housing, 496, 501
Skirmish games, 1134
Small business
Payroll tax, q 532, q 614, 656, 660
Smith Family Industries, 957, 962, 1765, 1772

Rural Community Development Fund, q 674
Rural Victoria

Sewerage, 1314, 1319

Bursaries for women, q 534
Government policy, 298, 313
Health profession education, 584, 588
Housing, q 894
Initiatives, q 10, q 187, q 444
Investment, q 10, q 187, q 444
Mineral exploration, q 228
Partnerships for Growth, q 9
Unemployment, q 4, q 94
Rye
Foreshore erosion, 497, 501

s
Safe Pool program, q 1133
St Kilda Road, Melbourne
Traffic, 1208, 1209
Schools and colleges
AJrconditionWng, 884,889
Charges, 289
Computers, q 229

South East Water

South Eastern Freeway
City Link, q 190
Noise levels, 1122, 1124
Southern peninsula
Sewerage, 1314, 1319
Sport
2000 Olympic Games, 1478, 1482
Geelong international watersports complex, 737, 870,
899
Golf
Lakes Entrance dub, lOO, 1056
Neangar Park dub, 1691, 1697
Tirhatuan course, 1693, 1697
K2 canoeist, 1480, 1483
Men's netball, 883,887
Moreland sporting facilities, 214, 221
Racing: club and course licences, q 231
Springvale
Needle exchange program, 656, 665
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State Library of Victoria, 880, 889

The Grange Secondary College, 1584, 1585

Stock exchange

Timber industry (See Forest industry)

Former site, q 897

Tirhatuan golf course, 1693, 1697

Stonnington, City of

Tourism

Gardiner Park sky sign, 1768, 1771
Students

Victorian wine industry, 280, 286
Towong, Shire of

()verseas, 1767, 1772
Union fees, 956, 961

Maternal and child health, 1206,1209
Traineeships

Suicide Prevention Task Force, 978, q 1502
Sunbury
Land rejuvenation, 281, 286

Workplace conditions, 582, 588
Trains (See Rail)
Trams

Sunraysia
Agriculture initiatives, q 1727
Superannuation

VVestCoburg, 728,733
(See also Buses, Public transport and Rail)
Transurban (See City Link)

Auditor-General's report, q 1244
CoINVEST, 280, 286
Local government, q 94, q 185, q 315, q 442

Traralgon Secondary College, 732, 735
Treasurer (See Ministers)
Trucks

Supreme Court judges

Carrier regulations, 1694, 1698

Report, 1699
Swanston Walk, 1208, 1209

Turning the Tide program, q 5, q 96

u

T
Tabcorp
Agency closures, 215, 221
TAFE
Central Gippsland institute, 431, 436
Course cancellation, 153, 159, 1051, 1056
Government review, q 1618
Kangan institute: Koori accommodation, 1692, 1696
On-campus accommodation, q 895
Regional facilities, q 232
Teachersalaries,492,497
Taxes

Unemployment
Rural Victoria, q 4, q 94
Universities
Melbourne: student union fees, 493, 498
(See also T AFE and Tertiary education)

Upper Yarra Valley and Dandenong Ranges Regional
Strategy Plan, 447, 592
Urban Land Authority
Former chief executive, 430, 433
Residential development, q 866

New South Wales comparisons, q 1131
Payroll, q 532, q 614, 656, 660
Teachers
Standards,l234
TAFE salaries, 492, 497
Teaching methods, 432, 437
Tertiary education
South-East Asian mission, q 865
Textiles, clothing and footwear industry
Australian Fibre and Textile Education Centre, q 530
Industry Commission report, q 616

v
Viaoads
Milduraroadworks,368,371
Recreational vehicles registration, 367, 371
Victoria Inn, Williamstown, 1413
Victorian certificate of education
Common assessment tasks, 1118, 1123
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Victorian Child Death Review Committee
Annual report of inquiries into child deaths,
protection and care 1997, 1321
(See also Child protection services)
Victorian Initiative for Minerals and Petroleum, q 228
Victorian Law Enforcement Drug Fund, q 867
Victorian Workcover Authority (See Workcover)
Victorian Young Farmers
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Wilsons Promontory National Park, 69, 233, 503, 591
Wine industry
Promotion,280,286
Wool industry
Ass~trnce,880,885

Government initiatives, q 1614
Task force, q 442
Workcover

Golden jubilee, 59, 65
Vocational education and training

Authority: report, 289
Entitlements, 1476, 1481
Medical fees, 882, 884

Dual recognition programs, q 1412
World Economic Forum, q 1405

w

y

Wangaratta
Respite care, 1317, 1319

Yarra Ranges
Planning amendment, 57, 63

Water industry
Banwonland,429,433
Industry restructure, q 99
Lake Wellington Rivers Authority, 675
Lower Goulburn Waterway Management Authority,
730,734
Metropolitan prices, q 1344
Pensioner concessions, 658, 665
Relief grants, q 533
River management authority rates, 658, 665
Sunbury land rejuvenation, 281, 286
(See also individual water or river authority names)
Wavedey Park, 291
WebbDock
City Link, 153, 157
Extension, 1694, 1698
Werribee
Centenary Hall, 1485
Detoxification centre, 585, 587
Police presence, 1208, 1209
Public housing, 279, 285
Toxic waste dump, 1206, 1209
Westall Road, Springvale
lIpgrade, 1583, 1585
Western Victoria Wildlife group, 856, 861
Whittlesea
Brothels, 855, 860
Planning amendments, 958, 960
Wik
Native title negotiations, q 891

Youth
At-risk accommodation, 1581, 1587
Suicide Prevention Task Force, 978, q 1502
Youth Parole Board
Vietnamese youth, 371, 374
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MEMBERS

ANDRIANOPOULOS, Mr (Mill Park)
Adjournment
Blossom Park primary school, 1051
Multicultural affairs: grants, 217
Whittlesea: planning amendment, 958
Bills
Local Government (Further Amendment) Bill, 816

Automotive industry, 505
Bills
Electricity Industry (Loy Yang B) Bill, 784
Financial Management (Amendment) Bill, 1529
Miscellaneous Acts (Omnibus No. 3) Bill, 1685
Project Development and Construction Management
(Amendment) Bill, 1719
Prostitution Control (Amendment) Bill, 1627
Superannuation Acts (Miscellaneous Amendment)
Bill, 1552
Victims of Crime Assistance (Amendment) Bill, 1323

Points of order, 810
(See also Rulings by the Chair)

Business of the house
Program, 911
Points of order, 602, 1598

ANDRIGHE'ITO, Mr (Narracan)
Adjournment
Central Gippsland Institute of TAPE, 431
Ellinbank Dairy Research Centre, 215
Moe RSL: member housing, 1695
Ragwort: Narracan, 151
Rural Victoria: health profession ed ucation, 584
Bills
Sentencing and Other Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1721,
1729
Gippsland: stockfeed crisis, 760
Questions without notice
Aboriginal Reconciliation Convention, 1726
Loy Yang B power station, 406
Multicultural affairs: initiatives, 863

BATCHELOR, Mr (Thomastown)
Adjournment
ALP: factory fire allegations, 1393
Buses
Footscray and Sandringham, 61
National Bus Company, 1478
Werribee, 1205
Cigarette advertising: Flinders Street station, 432

PIC
contracts, 152
privatisation, 857
Public transport
student concessions, 1582
automatic ticketing, 1764
Automotive industry, 505

ASHLEY, Mr (Bayswater)
Adjournment
Tertiary education: South-East Asian mission, 865
Bills
Anglican Welfare Agency Bill, 1005
Board of Studies (Amendment) Bill, 277
Questions without notice
Child protection services: report, 1345
Police: Operation Bart, 6

BAKER, Mr (Sunshine)

Adjournment
KlnderSurprise,1768
Kooris: accommodation, 1692
Local government pensioner rebates, 881

Bills
Appropriation (1997/98) Bill, 1288
Appropriation (Parliament 1997/98) Bill, 1350
Constitution and Parliamentary Committees
(Amendment) Bill, 541,569,948
Electricity Industry (Loy Yang B) Bill,647
Electricity Industry (Miscellaneous Amendment) Bill,
1335
Melbourne City Link (Further Amendment) Bill, 1645
Miscellaneous Acts (Omnibus No. 3) Bill, 1610, 1689
Project Development and Construction Management
(Amendment) Bill, 1000
Road Safety (Disclosure of Information) Bill, 1042
Teaching Service (Amendment) Bill, 329
Business of the house
Hansard: Chief Reporter, 1763
Program, 18,681, 1414
City Link, 89
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Economic Development Committee
Medical and public health research, 1215
Grievances
Trains: communications system, 989
Minister for Conservation and Land Management,
1491
Points of order, 99, 227, 375, 440, 444, 615, 647, 657,
659,678,680,739,864,869,1127,1209,1486
Questions without notice
Public transport: automatic ticketing, 1130, 1132, 1344
Upper Yarra Valley and Dandenong Ranges Regional
Strategy Plan, 596
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Grievances
Auditor-General: independence, 984
Intergraph dispatch system, 84
Petitions
Schools: state system, 591
Victoria Inn, Williarnstown, 1413
Points of order, 94, 186, 193,315,532,615, 1494, 1598
Questions without notice
Auditor-General: local govenunent superannuation,
1244
Employment: election prOmise, 992
Government consultancies, 1239
Intergraph: ambulance contract, 765
Local govenunent: superannuation, 94, 315, 442
Payroll tax: small business, 532

BRACKS, Mr (Williarnstown)
Adjournment
CFA: enterprise agreement, 1313
CoINVEST,28O

BRUMBY, Mr (Broadmeadows) (Leader of the
Opposition)

Localgovenunentsupe~uation,185

Adjournment

Payroll tax: small business, 656
Webb Dock, 153, 1694
Automotive industry, 506, 518
Bills
Appropriation (1997/98) Bill, 1060
Appropriation (Parliament 1997/98) Bill, 1348
Construction Industry Long Service Leave Bill, 535
Financial Management (Amendment) Bill, 1528
Fire Authorities (Amendment) Bill, 726
Gaming Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 466
Melbourne Lands (Yarra River North Bank) Bill, 1036
Miscellaneous Acts (Omnibus No. 3) Bill, 1609, 1681
National Australia Bank and Bank of New Zealand
Bill, 631
Office of the Regulator-General (Amendment) Bill,
621
State Taxation Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1020
State Taxation Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 1508,
1526
Superannuation Acts (Miscellaneous Amendment)
Bill, 1533
Taxation Administration Bill, 1024
Unclaimed Moneys (Superannuation Benefits) Bill,
1644

Business of the house
Prograrn,20
Commonwealth-state housing agreement, 1216
Gaming: standards, 1493

Box Forest Secondary College, 214
Fuel: prices, 1119
Royal Exhibition Building, 1764
Auditor-General: independence, 1245
Auditor-General: ministerial portfolios report, 1245
Automotive industry, 503, 507
Bills
Alpine Resorts Bill, 1639
Appropriation (1997/98) Bill, 1147
Friendly Societies (Victoria) (Amendment) Bill, 1700
Livestock Disease Control (Amendment) Bill, 769
Miscellaneous Acts (Omnibus No. 3) Bill, 850, 1607
Parliament House Completion Authority (Repeal)
Bill, 50
Veterinary Practice Bill, 1507
Business of the house
Program, 21, 1415
Commonwealth-state housing agreement, 1227
Condolences
Murphy, Charles James, Esq., 2
Deputy Leader of the Opposition, 1
Gippsland: stockfeed crisis, 738
Grievances
Auditor-General: independence, 970
Rural Victoria: government policy, 313
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INDEX

Joint sittings of Parliament
Deakin University, 1211, 1212, 1213, 1214
Senate vacancy, 1211, 1212, 1213, 1214
University of Ballarat, 1211, 1212, 1213, 1214
Minister for Conservation and Land Management,
1491

Points of order, 1367
Questions without notice
Drugs: Turning the Tide, 5
Former stock exchange site, 897
National Gallery: renovations, 1127
Women: rural bursaries, 534

Naming of member, 8
Personal explanations, 198
Petitions
Wilsons Promontory National Park, 69
Points of order, 98, 188,316,444,506,534,615,667,
669,674,738,762,864,995,1068,1245,1406,1412,
1488, 1491, 1639, 1729
Questions without notice
Auditor-General
independence, 868
review, 1240
voluntary school fees, 1343
Child protection services: report, 1342
Food: hygiene standards, 667
Former Minister for Finance, 6, 7, 9, 95, 97
Intergraph
ambulance contract, 316, 898, 994, 1089, 1093, 1127
performance, 402
Metropolitan Ambulance Service
Auditor-General's report, 762,897
former CEO, 891
Minister for Conservation and Land Management,
864,1411,1502,1615,1619,1728
Minister for Health, 1504
Minister for Youth and Community Services, 1725
National Party leadership, 669
Parliamentary Secretary for Planning and Local
(;overnnrrent,227,228,230,406,440,529,531,617,
670,671
Payroll tax: small business, 614
Premier: ministerial standards, 1410
Rural Victoria: unemployment, 4
Water: relief grants, 533

CAMERON, Mr (Bendigo West)
Adjournment
Bendigo Mining NL, 730, 1049
Castlemaine library, 1315
Dunolly hospital, 151
Neangar Park Golf Club, 1691
Police in Schools program, 368
Schools: airconditioning, 884

Bills
Anglican Welfare Agency Bill, 1019
Board of Studies (Amendment) Bill, 268
Cinemedia Corporation Bill, 41
Electricity Industry (Miscellaneous Amendment) Bill,
1338
Environment Conservation Council Bill, 1114
Evidence (Audio Visual and Audio Linking) Bill, 167
Health Services (Community Health Centres) Bill, 389
Heritage (Amendment) Bill, 578
Livestock Disease Control (Amendment) Bill, 781
Melbourne University (YCAH) Bill, 244
Miscellaneous Acts (Omnibus No. 3) Bill, 853
Police and Corrections (Amendment) Bill, 938
Sentencing and Other Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1733
State Taxation Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1023
State Taxation Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 1518
Taxation Administration Bill, 1025
Petitions
Dunolly hospital, 69
Police: Kangaroo Flat station, 591
Points of order, 395, 396, 810, 1429
Questions without notice

BURKE, Ms (Prahran)

Rural Victoria: representation, 10

Adjournment
Alfred hospital, 1693
Food: hygiene standards, 282
Rail: Windsor station, 856

Bills
Heritage (Amendment) Bill, 579
Local (;ovemment (Further Amendment) Bill, 817

CAMPBELL, Ms (Pascoe Vale)
Adjournment
Ballarat Centre Against Sexual Assault, 58
Human Services
adoption, foster and permanent care,282
youth placements, 1581

LEGISLATNE ASSErvfBL Y
Intergraph: performance, 1050
Metropolitan Women's Correctional Centre, 429
Neighbourhood houses: coordination program, 882
Pascoe Vale Girls Secondary College, 659
Quantirn Binnah Community Centre, 1209
Rail: Upfield line, 959

Bills
Anglican Welfare Agency Bill, 1016
Appropriation (1997/98) Bill, 1309
Health Services (Community Health Centres) Bill, 411
Infertility Treatment (Amendment) Bill, 1707
Law and Justice Legislation Amendment Bill, 1472
Police and Corrections (Amendment) Bill, 933
Prostitution Control (Amendment) Bill, 1622
Victims of Crime Assistance (Amendment) Bill, 1676
Points of order, 810
Questions without notice
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COLE, Mr (Melbourne)

Bills
Appropriation (1997/98) Bill, 1086, 1094
Education (Trespass) Bill, 195
Melbourne University (VCAH) Bill, 242
Intergraph dispatch system, 80
Points of order, 194
(See also Rulings by the Chair)

COLEMAN, Mr (Bennettswood.)

Bills
Anglican Welfare Agency Bill, 1014
Melbourne Lands (Yarra River North Bank) Bill, 1033
Melbourne University (VCAH) Bill, 255

Child protection services: report, 1345

COOPER, Mr (Momington) (Minister for Transport)
CARLI, Mr (Coburg)
Adjournment
City Link: Moonee Ponds Valley, 1314
Crown Casino: security staff, 584
Program of Aids for Disabled People, 279,1583
Trams: West Coburg, 728
Workcover: entitlements, 1476
Bills
Appropriation (1997/98) Bill, 1374
Cinemedia Corporation Bill, 25
Electricity Industry (Loy Yang B) Bill, 787
Gaming No. 2 Bill, 358
Gas Industry (Amendment) Bill, 1266
Health Services (Community Health Centres) Bill, 398
Heritage (Amendment) Bill, 581
Melbourne City Link (Further Amendment) Bill, 1653
National Electricity (Victoria) Bill, 1197

CLARK, Mr (Box Hill)

Bills
Appropriation (1997/98) Bill, 1070
Electricity Industry (Miscellaneous Amendment) Bill,
1332
Gas Industry (Amendment) Bill, 1260
Infertility Treatment (Amendment) Bill, 1706

Adjournment
Abandoned cars: legal recourse, 158
Bamford Avenue-Mickleham Road intersection,
Westmeadows,733
Bridges: River Murray, 499
Buses
Footscray and Sandringham, 64
Melton,I481
National Bus Company, 1481
Central Gippsland: health services, 963
Cigarette advertising: Flinders Street station, 434
Crown Casino: security staff, 590
Disability services: impainnent program, 962
Frankston Freeway: barriers, 371
Gippsland: train service, 664
Knox Gardens estate: traffic management, 733
Latrobe Regional Hospital, 733
Mildura: roadworks, 371
Montrnorency South Primary School, 590
Princes Highway: Little River, 963
PTC
contracts, 158
industrial action, 663
Public transport
Rowville, 64
student concessions, 1402
Rail
Boronia crossing, 372
Caulfield station, 1124
Chelsea crossing, 64
East Malvern station, 1056
Frankston station, 1124
Hoppers Crossing station, 1402
Upfield line, 963
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INDEX

Recreation vehicles: registration, 371
Schools: review tender, 962
Smith Family Industries, 962
South Eastern Freeway, 1124
Trams: West Coburg, 733

Questions without notice
Drought: Gippsland, 441
Gippsland: farmer assistance, 1241

Bills
Road Safety (Disclosure of Information) Bill, 536, 639,
1047
Taxation Administration Bill, 1028
Victims of Crime Assistance (Amendment) Bill, 1246
National Road Trauma Advisory Council, 1059
Points of order, 481
Questions without notice
Drought: Gippsland,617
PTC: train upgrade, 445

Public transport
automatic ticketing, 1130, 1132, 1344
reform, 4
services, 898
Rail: Upfield line, 671

[)~,Dr(Be~ck)

Bills
Constitution and Parliamentary Committees
(Amendment) Bill, 564
Evidence (Audio Visual and Audio Linking) Bill, 165
Friendly Societies (Victoria) (Amendment) Bill, 1463
Interpretation of Legislation (Amendment) Bill, 22
Law and Justice Legislation Amendment Bill, 1467
Prostitution Control (Amendment) Bill, 1624
Sentencing and Other Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1753
Victims of Crime Assistance (Amendment) Bill, 1674
Intergraph dispatch system, 78
Petitions
Paintball or skirmish games, 1134
Points of order, 1429

CUNNINGHAM, Mr (Melton)
Adjournment
Buses: Melton, 1477
Bills
Office of the Regulator-General (Amendment) Bill,
627
(See also Rulings by the Chair)

[)EPUfY SPEAKER, The (Hon. J. F. McGrath)
Joint sittings of Parliament, 1166
McGRATH, Mr J. F. (Warmambool) and
Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)

(See also

[)IXON, Mr (Dromana)

DAVIES, Ms (Gippsland West)
Adjournment
Ambulance services: staffing, 1206
Gippsland: farmer assistance, 1583
Gippsland West: respite care, 857
Bills
Appropriation (1997/98) Bill, 1099
Health Services (Community Health Centres) Bill,410
Gippsland: stockfeed crisis, 748
Grievances
Rural Victoria: government policy, 298
Personal explanations, 1762
Points of order, 441,711,793,860, 1715

Adjournment
Mornington Peninsula: rabbits, 732
Rye: foreshore erosion, 497
Southern peninsula: sewerage, 1314
Bills
Anglican Welfare Agency Bill, 1012
Board of Studies (Amendment) Bill,274
Education (Standards Council) Bill, 143
Fisheries (Further Amendment) Bill, 180
Land (Revocation of Miscellaneous Reservations)
Bill,705
Melbourne City Link (Further Amendment) Bill, 1655
Melbourne Lands (Yarra River North Bank) Bill, 919
National Parks (Amendment) Bill, 129
Teaching Service (Amendment) Bill,337

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
Questions without notice
Community housing program, 766
Education: literacy and numeracy, 531
Multimedia: Penguin Parade, 1503
Public transport reform, 4
Schools: review tenders, 894

DOLLIS, Mr (Richmond)
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ELDER, Mr (Ripon)
Adjournment
Ballarat audit, 1394
Smith Family Industries, 957, 1765

Bills
Board of Studies (Amendment) Bill, 265
Education (Further Amendment) Bill, 708
Education (Standards Council) Bill, 139
Education (Trespass) Bill, 190
Teaching Service (Amendment) Bill, 349

Adjournment
Kealba quarry, 955
Parliamentary Secretary for Planning and Local
c;over:nment,366,428,493
Planning: 189 Collins Street, Melbour:ne, 1316
Yarra Ranges: planning amendment, 57
Bills
Appropriation (1997/98) Bill, 1174
Building (Further Amendment) Bill, 912
Gaming Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 473
Heritage (Amendment) Bill, 570
Local Government (Further Amendment) Bill, 804,
821,822
Project Development and Construction Management
(Amendment) Bill, 1711
Victims of Crime Assistance (Amendment) Bill, 1322
Melbourne planning scheme, 1321
Points of order, 98, 404, 439, 446, 809, 815, 1398, 1409
Questions without notice
Parliamentary Secretary for Planning and Local
c;over:nment,225,439,673

Petitions
Clunes: sewerage scheme, 870
Points of order, 301
Questions without notice
VVater:restructure,99

ELUOTI, Mrs (Mooroolbark)
Adjournment
Firearms: regulation, 1049
Fluoridation, 1584

Bills
Appropriation (1997/98) Bill, 1104
Health Services (Community Health Centres) Bill, 396
National Parks (Amendment) Bill, 126
Personal explanations, 1461

Upper Yarra Valley and Dandenong Ranges Regional
Strategy Plan, 447
FINN, Mr (Tullamarme)
Adjournment
DOYLE, Mr (Malver:n)
Adjournment
East Malver:n Bowling Club, 1393
Gardiner Park sky sign, 1768
Rail: East Malvern station, 1050

Bills
Appropriation (1997/98) Bill, 1160
Health Services (Community Health Centres) Bill, 380
Infertility Treatment (Amendment) Bill, 1701
Melbour:ne City Link (Further Amendment) Bill, 1660
Miscellaneous Acts (Omnibus No. 3) Bill, 1683

Bamford Avenue-Mickleham Road intersection,
VVestmeadows,729
Local government ATMs, 1207
Moreland: management, 60
Sunbury: land rejuvenation, 281

Bills
Appropriation (Parliament 1997/98) Bill, 1370
Gaming Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 488
Health Services (Community Health Centres) Bill, 413
Local Gover:nment (Further Amendment) Bill, 808
Melbour:ne City Link (Further Amendment) Bill, 1650
Points of order, 395,481, 813, 817, 1342, 1353,1384
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Questions without notice
Australian Fibre and Textile Education Centre, 530
Drugs: Turning the Tide, 96
Rail: Upfield line, 671
Upper Yarra Valley and Dandenong Ranges Regional
Strategy Plan, 599

GILLETT, Ms (Werribee)
Adjournment
Ambulance officers: training, 1049
Housing: waiting lists, 279
Rail: Hoppers Crossing station, 1395
The Grange Secondary College, 1584
Werribee detoxification centre, 585
Bills

GARBUIT, Ms (Bundoora)
Adjournment
Clunes: sewerage scheme, 858
National Parks: access, 496
Nyah forest, 367
River management authorities: rates, 658
Werribee: toxic waste dump, 1206
Bills
Alpine Resorts Bill, 1637
Appropriation (1997/98) Bill, 1138
Appropriation (Parliament 1997/98) Bill, 1360
Electricity Industry (Loy Yang B) Bill,789
Electricity Industry (Miscellaneous Amendment) Bill,
1339
Environment Conservation Council Bill, 1000, 1112,
1439
Land (Revocation of Miscellaneous Reservations)
Bill,704
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
(Amendment) Bill, 1000, 1437
Melbourne Lands (Yarra River North Bank) Bill, 916
Miscellaneous Acts (Omnibus No. 3) Bill, 1684
National Parks (Amendment) Bill, 103, 132, 133
Business of the house
Program, 683
Grievances
National parks: conunercial development, 965
Petitions
Austin and repatriation campuses, 233
Plenty residential services, 1215, 1485
Wilsons Promontory National Park, 233
Points of order, 1637
Questions without notice
Land Titles Office, 1128
Minister for Conservation and Land Management,
863
Wilsons Promontory National Park, 591

Appropriation (Parliament 1997/98) Bill, 1357
Melbourne Lands (Yarra River North Bank) Bill, 1034
National Parks (Amendment) Bill, 124
Sentencing and Other Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1739
State Taxation Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 1522
Superannuation Acts (Miscellaneous Amendment)
Bill, 1557
Business of the house
Program, 1418
Petitions
Centenary Hall, Werribee, 1485
Points of order, 193, 194, 1209

GUDE, Mr (Hawthorn) (Minister for Education)
Adjournment
AGC Ltd: collection practices, 1771
Ambulance officers: training, 1056
Ambulance services: staffing, 1209
Blossom Park primary school, 1057
Buses: Werribee, 1209
Drugs: shooting galleries, 1772
Education: maintenance allowance, 66, 1209
Graffiti: Bentleigh, 1209
Human Services: mental health survey, 1056
KlnderSurprise, 1772
Lakes Entrance Golf Club, 1056
Local government ATMs, 1209
Point Lonsdale Primary School, 1695
Quantim Binnah Community Centre, 1209
Respite care: Caulfield, 1772
St Kilda Road, Melbourne, 1209
Schools
airconditioning, 889
overseas students, 1772
review tenders, 500
Smith Family Industries, 1772
TAPE: course cancellation, 1056
The Grange Secondary College, 1585
Towong: maternal and child health, 1209
VCE,ll23

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
Werribee
police presence, 1209
toxic waste dump, 1209
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Schools
computers, 229
global budgets, 996
review tenders, 867, 894

Auditor-General: financial audit, 1508
Bills
Board of Studies (Amendment) Bill, 101, 278
Building (Further Amendment) Bill, 1030
Constitution and Parliamentary Committees
(Amendment) Bill, 200
Construction Industry Long Service Bill, 823
Education (Further Amendment) Bill, 320, 420,710
Electricity Industry (Loy Yang B) Bill, 649
Gaming No. 2 Bill, 202
Heritage (Amendment) Bill, 202
Law and Justice Legislation Amendment Bill, 1215
Melbourne Lands (Yarra River North Bank) Bill, 635
Melbourne University (VCAH) Bill, 101
Teaching Service (Amendment) Bill, 101,351
Veterinary Practice Bill, 1630
Victims of Crime Assistance (Amendment) Bill, 1323

Business of the house
Adjournment, 161, 1059
Grievances, 17
Hansard: Chief Reporter, 1762
Program, 17,234,447,678,909, 1138, 1414
Sessional orders, 678

Condolences
Murphy, Charles James, Esq., 3

Victorian Workcover Authority, 289

HAERMEYER, Mr (Yan Yean)

Adjournment
Intergraph: ambulance contract, 883
Metropolitan Ambulance Service: Auditor-General's
report, 859
Metropolitan Women's Correctional Centre, 370
Werribee: police presence, 1208

Bills
Appropriation (Parliament 1997/98) Bill, 1366
Fire Authorities (Amendment) Bill, 320, 423,712
Gaming Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 479
Law and Justice Legislation Amendment Bill, 842
Police and Corrections (Amendment) Bill, 536, 924,
942,943,944,945,946,948,1326

Grievances
Corrections Corporation of Australia, 301
Intergraph: emergency services, 975

Intergraph dispatch system, 69
Pointsoforde~

11, 12,319,374,480,482,602,869,1490

Correction of bills, 17
Questions without notice
Federal-State Relations Committee
Membership, 375

House Committee

Intergraph
BEST contract, 1133
performance, 319

Membership, 375

Joint sittings of Parliament
Deakin University, 1137
Senate vacancy, 1137
University of Ballarat, 1137

Naming and suspension of member, 619, 870
Naming of member, 8
Points of order, 136, 138,261,265, 647, 1031, 1115,
1417, 1637, 1638, 1640, 1641

HAMILTON, Mr (Morwell)

Adjournment
Federal member for Oxley, 957
Latrobe Regional Hospital, 729
TAFE

course cancellation, 153
teacher salaries, 492

Bills
Questions without notice
Auditor-General: voluntary school fees, 1343
Drugs
schools strategy, 1130
Turning the Tide, 96
Education: literacy and numeracy, 531
Police in Schools program, 315

Appropriation (1997/98) Bill, 1189
Board of Studies (Amendment) Bill, 272
Education (Standards Council) Bill, 144
Electricity Industry (Loy Yang B) Bill, 693
Fisheries (Further Amendment) Bill, 176
Gas Industry (Amendment) Bill, 1257

(28)

INDEX

Melbourne City Link (Further Amendment) Bill, 1667
Melbourne University (VCAH) Bill, 234
Project Development and Construction Management
(Amendment) Bill, 1719
Teaching Service (Amendment) Bill, 326

Business of the house
Program, 682
Points of order, 58, 497
Questions without notice

Gippsland: stockfeed crisis, 756
Personal explanations, 1643
Petitions
Lake Wellington Rivers Authority, 675
Points of order, 30, 761

Business: industry training, 533
Education and vocational training, 1412
La Trobe University, Bendigo campus, 765
TAPE
gover.nr.nentreview, 1618
on-campus accommodation, 895
regional facilities, 232
Tertiary education: South-East Asian mission, 865

HENDERSON, Mrs (Geelong) (Minister for Housing
and Minister responsible for Aboriginal Affairs)

HULLS, Mr (Niddrie)

Adjournment

Adjournment

Housing
Ascot Vale, 589, 734
Conruhousetende~734,

1123
Garden City, 1122
rural Victoria, 894
Shepparton, 501
waiting lists, 285
Kooris: accommodation, 1696
Moe RSL: member housing, 1696
Automotive industry, 515
Commonwealth-state housing agreement, 1220
Questions without notice
Aboriginal Reconciliation Convention, 1726
Community housing program, 766

HONEYWOOD, Mr (Warrandyte) (Minister for
Tertiary Education and Training and Minister
assisting the Premier on Multicultural Affairs)
Adjournment
Central Gippsland Institute of TAPE, 436
Federal member for Oxley,961
Melbourne University: student union fees, 498, 961
Multicultural affairs: grants, 218
Public transport: tertiary concession card, 67, 499
TAPE
course cancellation, 159
teacher salaries, 497
Traineeships: conditions, 588

Bills
Board of Studies (Amendment) Bill, 211
Melbourne University (VCAH) Bill, 210, 256
Teaching Service (Amendment) Bill, 212

Former Minister for Finance, 149
Liberal Party: Golden Door Health Retreat, 1766
Parliamentary Secretary for Planning and Local
Gover.nr.nent, 657
ULA: former chief executive, 430
Bills
Appropriation (1997/98) Bill, 1279
Constitution and Parliamentary Committees
(Amendment) Bill,951
Environment Conservation Council Bill, 1114
Evidence (Audio Visual and Audio Linking) Bill, 161
Fire Authorities (Amendment) Bill, 424
Friendly Societies (Victoria) (Amendment) Bill, 1462,
1700
Gaming Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 100,451
Gaming No. 2 Bill, 351, 365, 366, 877
Hire-Purchase (Amendment) Bill, 100,802
Interpretation of Legislation (Amendment) Bill, 24
Law and Justice Legislation Amendment Bill, 769,
840, 1419
Melbourne Lands (Yarra River North Bank) Bill, 921
Miscellaneous Acts (Omnibus No. 3) Bill, 853
Projection Development and Construction
Management (Amendment) Bill, 1713, 1718
Prostitution Control (Amendment) Bill, 1612, 1620
Sentencing and Other Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1563
Taxation Administration Bill, 1027
Victims of Crime Assistance (Amendment) Bill, 1322,
1591, 1596
Casino (Conflict of Interest) Bill, 1059
Grievances
Crown Casino: conflict of interest, 980
Premier: standards, 293
Minister for Conservation and Land Management,
1490, 1491, 1492

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
Points of order, 6, 188,217,660, 1115, 1372, 1751

JOHN, Mr (Bendigo East)

Questions without notice

Bills

Former Minister for Finance,S, 188
Treasurer: vehicle use, 443
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Appropriation (1997/98) Bill, 1143
Constitution and Parliamentary Committees
(Amendment) Bill, 562
National Parks (Amendment) Bill, 119
Petitions

JASPER, Mr (Murray Valley)
Adjournment
Bridges: River Murray, 494
Firearms
buyback, 279
UIUiormlavvs, 1582
Hume dam, 1052
Wangaratta: respite care, 1317
Wool industry: assistance, 880

Bills
Alpine Resorts Bill, 1638
Gaming Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 475
Gaming No. 2 Bill, 359
Gas Industry (Amendment) Bill, 1268
Grievances
Leader of the Opposition: rural Victoria, 982
Petitions
AtlStral softvvood. processing factory, 161
(~'e also Rulings by the Chair)

JENJ<INS, Mr (Ballarat West)
Adjournment
Ballarat 2000 Olympic Games, 1478
Computers: clocks, 956
Recreation vehicles: registration, 367
Western Victoria Wildlife group, 856

Bills
Cinemedia Corporation Bill, 44
Fire Authorities (Amendment) Bill, 723
National Electricity (Victoria) Bill, 1199

Careless driving, 69
Questions without notice
Bendigo Art Gallery, 1406
La Trobe University, Bendigo campus, 765
PTC: train upgrade, 445

KENNElT, Mr (Burvvood) (Premier, Minister for
Multicultural Affairs and Minister for the Arts)
Adjournment
Albury-Wodonga: single administration, 435
ALP: factory fire allegations, 1398
Arts: nxnding, 1769
Ballarat: audit, 1399
Clarinda: Place Names Committee, 1401
Drought: Gippsland, 1399
East Malvern Bovvling Club, 1399
Firearms: uniform lavvs, 1401
Glen Eira College, 1400
Housing: Ascot Vale, 1401
Intergraph: performance, 1052
Liberal Party: Golden Door Health Retreat, 1770
Royal Exhibition Building, 1769
State LIbrary of Victoria, 888
Automotive industry, 506, 521

Bills
Constitution and Parliamentary Committees
(Amendment) Bill, 100, 568, 569, 570, 948, 952
Parliament House Completion Authority (Repeal)
Bill, 46
Project Development and Construction Management
(Amenciment) Bill,999, 1000
Condolences
Murphy, Charles lames, Esq., 1

Grievances
Ballarat features, 991
Questions without notice
Rural Victoria: initiatives, 444
Schools: global budgets, 996
Victorian Lavv Enforcement Drug Fund, 867

Joint sittings of Parliament
Deakin University, 1211, 1213, 1214
Senate vacancy, 1211, 1213, 1214
University of Ballarat, 1211, 1213, 1214
Minister for Transport, 1
New member, 1
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Points of order, 667, 893, 1645

Parliament House Completion Authority, 1059

Questions without notice

Points of order, 743

Auditor-General
independence, 318, 868
review, 1240
Australian Fibre and Textile Education Centre, 530
Automotive industry: Industry Commission report,
403
Bendigo Art Gallery, 1406
Carers strategy, 1091
Child protection services: report, 1342, 1346
Crown Casino: employment, 892
Federation Square, 405
Food: hygiene standards, 667
Fonner Minister for Finance, 6, 7, 9, 96, 97
Fuel prices, 1091
Intergraph
anibtUance contract, 230,232,997, 1094, 1127
perfornruance,319,402
Lieutenant-Govemor, 1090
Members: overseas trips, 1616
Metropolitan AmbtUance Service: Auditor-General's
report, 762, 764, 766
Minister for Conservation and Land Management,
864,1411,1502,1615,1619,1726,1728
Minister for Health, 1505
MtUtictUtural affairs: initiatives, 863
MtUtimedia: Penguin Parade, 1503
Museum of Victoria, 439
National Gallery: renovations, 1127
Native title: Wik negotiations, 891
Parliamentary Secretary for Planning and Local
Government, 227,228,406,439,440, 529,531,617,
671,672,673
Premier: ministerial standards, 1410
Rural Victoria: unemployment, 4, 94
Suicide Prevention Task Force, 1503
Textiles, clothing and footwear industry: Industry
Commission report, 616
Wool industry: government initiatives, 1614
World Economic Forum, 1405

Questions without notice
Fire blight: Royal Botanic Gardens, 1342
Housing: rural Victoria, 894
Rural Victoria: initiatives, 187
TAFE: regional facilities, 232

KOSKY, Ms (Altona)
Adjournment
Housing
Cornhouse tender, 731
Garden City, 1117
Public transport tertiary concession card, 60, 497
Bills
Anglican Welfare Agency Bill, 1010
Appropriation (1997/98) Bill, 1296
Constitution and Parliamentary Committees
(Amendment) Bill, 549
Prostitution Control (Amendment) Bill, 1626
Sentencing and Other Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1745
Victims of Crime Assistance (Amendment) Bill, 1324
Commonwealth-state housing agreement, 1222
Grievances
Housing: waiting lists, 310
Petitions
Public transport tertiary concession card, 591

LANGDON, Mr Gvanhoe)
Adjournment

KILGOUR, Mr (Shepparton)
Adjournment
Anthrax: Goulburn Valley,62
Housing: Shepparton, 496
Lower GotUburn Waterway Management AuthOrity,
730
Mooroopna Primary School, 432
Police: Shepparton station, 214
Shepparton community health centre, 1316
Bills
Appropriation (1997/98) Bill, 1284
Board of Studies (Amendment) Bill, 269
Livestock Disease Control (Amendment) Bill, 782
Melbourne University (VCAH) Bill,247
Teaching Service (Amendment) Bill, 343

BanytUe: land reservation, 1120
Bellfield Primary School, 1479
Public transport student concessions, 1394
Bills
Anglican Welfare Agency Bill, 1013
Appropriation (Parliament 1997/98) Bill, 1356
Constitution and Parliamentary Committees
(Amendment) Bill, 564
Environment Conservation Council Bill, 1460
Health Services (Community Health Centres) Bill, 395
Melbourne Lands (Yarra River North Bank) Bill, 1038
Sentencing and Other Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1755
Superannuation Acts (Miscellaneous Amendment)
Bill,1555
Petitions
BanytUe: F18 freeway reservation, 1699

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
LEAN, Mr (Carrum)

LIM, Mr (Clayton)

Adjournment

Adjournment

Bonbeach: Place Names Committee, 1315
Rail: Chelsea crossing, 58
Bills
Fisheries (Further Amendment) Bill, 182
Melbourne Lands (Yarra River North Bank) Bill, 1032
Questions without notice
Building industry: private, 230
Libraries: funding, 766
Prisons: Coburg complex, 1094
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Clarinda: Place Names Committee, 1397
Corrections
Asian youth, 283
Vietnamese youth, 371
Gaming: ethnic communities, 583
Monash: elections, 1317
Palliative care: review, 881
Rail: Clayton station, 856
South Eastern Freeway, 1122
Bills
Board of Studies (Amendment) Bill, 270
Gaming No. 2 Bill, 362

LEIGH, Mr (Mordialloc)
Adjournment
Drugs: shooting galleries, 1766
Greater Dandenong: chief commissioner, 217
Men's health, 150
St Kilda Road, Melbourne, 1208
Springvale: needle exchange program, 656

LONEY, Mr (Geelong North)
Adjournment
Barwon Water: charges, 655
Gas industry: information technology, 431
Housing: Comhouse tender, 1118
Princes Highway, Little River, 958

Bills
Appropriation (1997/98) Bill, 1385
Conunonwealth-state housing agreement, 1224
Grievances
Oz Child, 296
Points of order, 220, 649, 657

LEIGlITON, Mr (Preston)
Adjournment
Austin and Repatriation Medical Centre, 582
Home Tuition Specialists, 1048
Whittlesea: brothels, 855
Bills
Appropriation (1997/98) Bill, 1381
Constitution and Parliamentary Committees
(Amendment) Bill, 553, 950
Electricity Industry (Loy Yang B) Bill, 700
Gaming Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 486
Gas Industry (Amendment) Bill, 1263
Prostitution Control (Amendment) Bill, 1000
Points of order, 586

Automotive industry, 525
Bills
Appropriation (1997/98) Bill, 1074
Constitution and Parliamentary Committees
(Amendment) Bill, 558
Electricity Industry (Loy Yang B) Bill, 645, 684, 794,
800
Electricity Industry (Miscellaneous Amendment) Bill,
1327
Fisheries (Further Amendment) Bill, 170
Gas Industry (Amendment) Bill, 1246
National Electricity (Victoria) Bill, 1193
Office of the Regulator-General (Amendment) Bill,
601
Business of the house
Program,681,909
Petitions
Centenary Hall, Werribee, 1485
Gas and Fuel, 1485
Geelong international watersports complex, 737, 870,
899
Points of order, 601, 660, 1123
Questions without notice
Auditor-General: asset sales, 1242
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INDEX

LUPfON, Mr (Knox)

McCALL, Ms (Frankston)

Adjournment

Adjournment

ALP: letters to councillors, 495, 586
Banks: customer service, 153
Femtree Gully: ambulance station, 881
Firearms: uniform laws, 1584
Rail: Boronia crossing, 369
Bills
Heritage (Amendment) Bill, 577
Local Government (Further Amendment) Bill, 814
Melbourne City Link (Further Amendment) Bill, 1669
Police and Corrections (Amendment) Bill, 931
Superannuation Acts (Miscellaneous Amendment)
Bill, 1550

Rail: Frankston station, 1120
Wine industry: promotion, 280
Bills
Evidence (Audio Visual and Audio Linking) Bill, 168
Health Services (Community Health Centres) Bill, 409
Melbourne University (VCAH) Bill, 243
Prostitution Control (Amendment) Bill, 1622
Sentencing and Other Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1737
Petitions
Wilsons Promontory National Park, 69
Questions without notice

Grievances
Police: Knox mobile facility, 973

Firearms: buyback, 672
Mineral exploration, 228
Water: metropolitan prices, 1344

Questions without notice
Loy Yang A power station, 668
Loy Yang B power station, 225
Safe Pool program, 1133
McGILL, Mrs (Oakleigh)
Questions without notice
McARTHUR, Mr (Monbulk)
Adjournment

Federation Square, 405
Human Services: community-based accommodation,
1132
ULA: residential development, 866

Darebin: mayoral election, 659
Fire blight: contingency plans, 1477
Bills
Alpine Resorts Bill, 1642
Appropriation (1997/98) Bill, 1362
Environment Conservation Council Bill, 1446
Gas Industry (Amendment) Bill, 1264
Hire-Purchase (Amendment) Bill, 803
National Parks (Amendment) Bill, 127
Sentencing and Other Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1749

McGRAlH, Mr J. F. (Warmambool)
Adjournment
Traineeships: conditions, 582
Bills
Health Services (Community Health Centres) Bill, 388
(See also DEPUTY SPEAKER, The)

Intergraph dispatch system, 82
Points of order, 77, 812, 1639
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee
Auditor-General: financial audit, 1413
Questions without notice
Crown Casino: employment, 892
Disability services: deinstitutionalisation, 1410
Schools: computers, 229
Upper Yarra Valley and Dandenong Ranges Regional
Strategy Plan, 592
(See also Rulings by the Chair)

McGRAlH, Mr W. D. (Wimmera) (Minister for Police
and Emergency Services and Minister for
Corrections)
Adjournment
Castlemaine library, 1320
CFA: enterprise agreement, 1320
City Link: Moonee Ponds Valley, 1320
Corrections: prisoner assault, 589
Disability services: adult students, 1320

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
Firearms
buyback, 285
re~ation, 1055, 1125
UIliforr.n lavvs, 219, 1586
Metropolitan Women's Correctional Centre, 373, 734
Monash: elections, 1320
Ocean Grove: fuel reduction program, 1124
Planning: 189 Collins Street, Melbourne, 1320
Police
computer netvvorking, 888
Lakes Entrance station, 373
Shepparton station, 219
Police in Schools program, 373
Bills
Fire Authorities (Amendment) Bill, 320, 421, 423 424
727
'
,
Livestock Disease Control (Amendment) Bill, 419
Melbourne University (YCAH) Bill, 239
Miscellaneous Acts (Omnibus No. 3) Bill, 1610
Police and Corrections (Amendment) Bill, 535, 536,
635,908,941,943,944,945,946,947,948,1326
Business of the house
Program, 910
Intergraph dispatch system, 74
Points of order, 72, 738, 1488, 1492
Questions without notice
Emergency services: management manual, 1346
Firearr.ns: buyback, 672
Intergraph: BEST contract, 1133
Metropolitan Women's Correctional Centre, 1506
Police: Operation Bart, 7
Prisons: Coburg complex, 1094
Victorian Lavv Enforcement Drug Fund, 867
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MACLELLAN, Mr (Pakenham) (Minister for Planning
and Local Government)
Adjournment
Bcuwon Water: land acquisitions, 433
Bellfield Primary School, 1481
Bendigo Mining NL, 1056
CoINVESf, 287
Corrections: Asian youth, 287
Darebin: mayoral election, 662
Fluoridation, 1588
Gardiner Park sky sign, 1771
Gippsland: farmer assistance, 1588
Kealba quarry, 960
Livestock: crossings, 287
Local government pensioner rebates, 887
Moreland: management, 62
National Gallery: deaccessioning, 1588
Parliamentary Secretary for Planning and Local
c;overnrnent, 371,434, 499
Port Phillip: catering tenders, 1481
Public transport
automatic ticketing, 1771
student concessions, 1588
ULA: former chief executive, 433
Webb Dock, 157
Westall Road, Springvale, 1588
Whittlesea: planning amendment, 960
Wine industry: promotion, 286
Workcover: entitlements, 1481
Yarra Ranges: planning amendment, 62
Bills
Building (Further Amendment) Bill, 535, 631,1563
Construction Industry Long Service Leave Bill, 535
Heritage (Amendment) Bill, 100
Local Government (Further Amendment) Bill, 321,
425,818,821,822
Melbourne City Link (Further Amendment) Bill, 769
Darebin City Council, 1215, 1321

McLELLAN, Mr (Frankston East)

Personal explanations, 1492

Adjournment

Points of order, 810, 815, 1487

Frankston Freevvay: barriers, 368
Impotency support group, 1581
Questions without notice
Education and vocational training, 1412
Emergency services: management manual, 1346

Questions without notice
Auditor-General: Tom Roberts painting, 1240
Building industry: private, 230
Crown Casino: lord mayor's comments, 1409
Former stock exchange site, 898
Governrnent buildings: conservation and restoration
319
'
Libraries: funding, 766
Local government elections, 9
Parliamentary Secretary for Planning and Local
Government, 225,230
Planning: inner city housing renewal, 997
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Safe Pool program, 1133
South Eastern Freeway, 190
ULA: residential development, 866
Upper Yarra Valley and Dandenong Ranges Regional
Strategy Plan, 447, 600

McNAMARA, Mr (Benalla) (Deputy Premier and
~v1inister for Agriculture and Resources)
Adjloumment
EJilinbank Dairy Research Centre, 220
Fiire blight: contingency plans, 1481
Hume dam, 1054
L,ower Goulburn Waterway Management Authority,
734
Mornington Peninsula: rabbits, 734
Southern peninsula: sewerage, 1319
Wool industry: assistance, 885

Bills
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances
(Amendment) Bill, 768, 829
Environment Conservation Council Bill, 1114
Fisheries (Further Amendment) Bill, 178
Livestock Disease Control (Amendment) Bill, 320, 822
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
(Amendment) Bill, 1000,1116, 1438
Veterinary Practice Bill, 1507
Condolences
Murphy, Charles James, Esq., 2

MADDIGAN, Mrs (Essendon)
Adjournment
Arts: hxnding, 1767
Housing: Ascot Vale, 586, 733, 1397
National Gallery
deaccessioning, 1580
renovations, 213
Opera Australia, 494
Schools: special, 281
State Library of Victoria, 880
Bills
Anglican Welfare Agency Bill, 1003
Appropriation 0997/98) Bill, 1304
Appropriation (Parliament 1997/98) Bill, 1359
Board of Studies (Amendment) Bill, 263
Cinemedia Corporation Bill, 36
Constitution and Parliamentary Committees
(Amendment) Bill, 568
Education (Standards Council) Bill, 141
Environment Conservation Council Bill, 1454
Gaming Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 492, 536
Gas Industry (Amendment) Bill, 1271
Health Services (Community Health Centres) Bill, 386
Heritage (Amendment) Bill, 574
Local Government (Further Amendment) Bill, 811
Melbourne City Link (Further Amendment) Bill, 1671
Melbourne Lands (Yarra River North Bank) Bill, 1039
National Parks (Amendment) Bill, 116
Road Safety (Disclosure of Information) Bill, 1046
State Taxation Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 1520
Superannuation Acts (Miscellaneous Amendment)
Bill,l548
Teaching Service (Amendment) Bill,340

Gippsland: stockfeed crisis, 745
Points of order, 199, 1113

Petitions
National Gallery of Victoria, 737, 1059, 1215, 1591

Qu,estions without notice
Drought: Gippsland, 441
Fire blight
contingency plans, 1407
Royal Botanic Gardens, 1342
Food: hygiene standards, 670
Gippsland
fanner assistance, 1128, 1242
stockfeed crisis, 763
Irttergraph: ambulance contract, 189
Mineral exploration, 228
Rural Victoria
initiatives, 187
representation, 10
Sunraysia: agriculture initiatives, 1727
Water
relief grants, 533
restructure, 99
Wool industry: task force, 442

Points of order, 1517

MAUGHAN, Mr (Rodney)
Adjournment

Anthrax: fanner assistance, 369
Roads:carrierre~ations, 1694
TAFE: course cancellation, 1051
Victorian Young Fanners: golden jubilee, 59
Water: pensioner concessions, 658
Bills
Livestock Disease Control (Amendment) Bill, 778
Melbourne University (YCAH) Bill, 253

LEGISLATNE ASSEMBLY
Questions without notice
Fire blight: contingency plans, 1407
Public transport: services, 898
Rural Victoria: Partnerships for Growth, 9
(See also Rulings by the Chair)
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Questions without notice
Schools: review tenders, 867

NAPTHINE, Or (Portland) (Minister for Youth and
Community Services)
Adjournment
MICALLEF, Mr (Springvale)
Adjournment
Community Support Fund: problem gamblers, 1691
Gaming: promotion, 216
Westall Road, Springvale, 1585
Bills
Health Services (Community Health Centres) Bill, 407
Melbourne Lands (Yarra River North Bank) Bill, 1040
Racing (Amendment) Bill,417
Sentencing and Other Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1751
Superannuation Acts (Miscellaneous Amendment)
Bill,1559
Points of order, 217, 220

MILOENHALL, Mr (Footscray)
Adjournment
Education: maintenance allowance, 60,1207
Glen Eira College, 1396
Schools
overseas students, 1767
review tenders, 495, 956
Traralgon Secondary College, 732
Bills
Appropriation (1997/98) Bill, 1166
Board of Studies (Amendment) Bill, 259
Education (Further Amendment) Bill, 320, 707
Education (School Closures Review Committee) Bill,
1414
Education (Standards Council) Bill, 133
Education (Trespass) Bill, 182
Superannuation Acts (Miscellaneous Amendment)
Bill, 1543
Teaching Service (Amendment) Bill, 321
Grievances
Schools: charges, 289
Personal explanations, 916, 1116
Petitions
Education maintenance allowance, 12
Points of order, 136, 138, 140,481,710, 1235

Alfred Hospital, 1698
Anthrax: Goulburn Valley, 65
Austin and Repatriation Medical Centre, 587
Ballarat Centre Against Sexual Assault, 65
Barwon Water: charges, 665
Bendigo Mining NL, 735
Box Forest Secondary College, 221
Child-care centres: banned books, 1483
Clunes: sewerage scheme, 860
Community Support Fund: problem gamblers, 1698
Corrections: Vietnamese youth, 374
Disability services: employment, 1483
Drugs: Freeza program, 1698
Dunolly hospital, 157
Femtree Gully: ambulance station, 886
Food: hygiene standards, 285
Gaming
ethnic communities, 587
promotion, 221
Gippsland West: respite care, 860
Greater Dandenong: chief commissioner, 222
Human Services
adoption, foster and permanent care, 284
youth placement, 1587
Impotency support group, 1587
Local government rate exemptions,861
Longford swing bridge, 861
Men's health, 158
Metropolitan Ambulance Service: Auditor-General's
report,860
Monash: election candidate, 223
National Gallery: renovations, 221
Neighbourhood houses: coordination program, 887
Nyah forest, 374
Opera Australia,502
Palliative care: review, 886
Parliamentary Secretary for Planning and Local
Government, 665
Pascoe Vale Girls Secondary College, 664
Program of Aids for Disabled People, 283, 1587
PTC: privatisation, 860
Rail
Clayton station, 860
Hampton land, 861
Windsor station, 861
River management authorities: rates, 665
Roads:carrierreguIations, 1698
Rural Victoria: health profession education, 588
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Schools: special, 284
Shepparton Community Health Centre, 1319
Springvale: needle exchange program, 665
Tabcorp: agency closures, 221
Traralgon Secondary College, 735
Victorian Young Fanners: golden jubilee, 65
Wangaratta: respite care, 1319
Water: pensioner concessions, 665
Webb Dock, 1698
Werribee detoxification centre, 587
Western Victoria: Wildlife group, 861
VVlrittlesea:brothels,860

PATERSON, Mr (South Barwon)
Bills
Cinemedia Corporation Bill, 42
Health Services (Community Health Centres) Bill, 391
Questions without notice
Automotive industry: Industry Commission report,
403
Suicide Prevention Task Force, 1502
TAFE: on-campus accommodation, 895

Bills
Anglican Welfare Agency Bill, 536, 641, 1001, 1019
Health Services (Community Health Centres) Bill,
101,209,413,879
Infertility Treatment (Amendment) Bill, 1024, 1030,
1709
Melbourne City Link (Further Amendment) Bill, 843
Miscellaneous Acts (Omnibus No. 3) Bill, 769, 844,
850, 1604, 1606, 1686, 1690
Consultative Council on Obstetric and Paediatric
Mortality and Morbidity, 1215
Personal explanations, 712

PERRIN, Mr (Bulleen)
Bills
Appropriation (1997/98) Bill, 1178
Environment Conservation Council Bill, 1456
Gaming Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 483
Gaming No. 2 Bill, 363
Miscellaneous Acts (Omnibus No. 3) Bill, 1611
National Parks (Amendment) Bill, 122
Road Safety <Disclosure of Information) Bill, 1044
Points of order, 430, 1598
(See also Rulings by the Chair)

Points of order, 397, 583, 1601, 1602
Questions without notice
Child protection services: report, 1345
Disability services: deinstitutionalisation, 1410
Drugs
Freeza program, 317
Turning the Tide, 5
Human Services: community-based accommodation,
1132
Minister for Youth and Community Services, 1617,
1725
Preschools: funding, 189
Victorian Child Death Review Committee, 1321

PERTON, Mr (Doncaster)
Bills
Appropriation (1997/98) Bill, 1081
Cinemedia Corporation Bill, 31
Constitution and Parliamentary Committees
(Amendment) Bill, 544
Gaming Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 470
Gaming No. 2 Bill, 361
Business of the house
Program, 18,681
Law Reform Committee

Liability of health service providers, 1485
PANDAZOPOULOS, Mr (Dandenong)
Adjournment

Points of order, 30,480,680,683, 1103, 1429
(See also Rulings by the Chair)

Tabcorp: agency closures, 215
Bills
Appropriation (1997/98) Bill, 1389
Appropriation (Parliament 1997/98) Bill, 1352
Fisheries (Further Amendment) Bill, 174
Melbourne City Link (Further Amendment) Bill, 1657
Racing (Amendment) Bill,414
Business of the house
Program, 1417

PEULICH, Mrs (Bentleigh)
Adjournment
Drugs: Freeza program, 1691
Glen Eira: litter, 1396
Graffiti: Bentleigh, 1205
Rail: Caulfield station, 1119

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
Bills
Appropriation (1997/98) Bill, 1151
Board of Studies (Amendment) Bill, 262
Education (Standards Council) Bill, 147
Sentencing and Other Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1743
Teaching Service (Amendment) Bill, 323
Questions without notice
Business: industry training, 532
Local government: elections, 9
Members: overseas trips, 1616
(See also Rulings by the Chair)
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Petitions
Bogong Village, 12
Points of order, 602, 1353, 1604, 1607
Questions without notice
Textiles, clothing and footwear industry: Industry
Commission report, 616
(See also Rulings by the Chair)

PLOWMAN, Mr S. }. (Evelyn) (See SPEAKER, The
(Hon. S. J. Plowman»

PHILLIPS, Mr (Eltham)
Adjournment
Montmorency South Primary Schoot 585
Petitions
Bluelake property, 675
Questions without notice
Drugs: Get a Life survey, 318
Planning: inner city housing renewal, 997

REYNOLDS, Mr (Gisbome) (Minister for Sport and
Minister for Rural Development)
Adjournment
Ballarat 2000 Olympic Games, 1482
Banyule: land reservation, 1125
Fuel: prices, 1125
Intergraph: ambulance contract, 1126
Men's netball, 887
Sport: K2 canoeist, 1483
Australian Grands Prix <Formula One) Regulations,
233

PLOWMAN, Mr A. F. (Benambra)
Adjournment
Albury-Wodonga: single administration, 429
Fin~arms: uniform laws, 216, 1397
Livestock: crossings, 281
Sport: K2 canoeist, 1480
Towong: maternal and child health, 1206
Workcover: medical fees, 882
Bills
Alpine Resorts Bill, 1640
Appropriation (1997/98) Bill, 1186
Constitution and Parliamentary Committees
(Amendment) Bill, 561
Electricity Industry (Miscellaneous Amendment) Bill,
1336
Fisheries (Further Amendment) Bill, 133
Livestock Disease Control (Amendment) Bill, 783
National Electricity (Victoria) Bill, 1198
National Parks (Amendment) Bill, 113, 132
Office of the Regulator-General (Amendment) Bill,
625
Superannuation Acts (Miscellaneous Amendment)
Bill,1546
Grievances
Youth suicide, 978

Bills
Gaming Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 100,205,540
Gaming No. 2 Bill, 101, 364, 365, 877, 878
Melbourne and Olympic Parks (Amendment) Bill,
1508, 1643
Racing (Amendment) Bill, 101, 208, 418
State Taxation Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1023
Questions without notice
Racing: licences, 231
Rural Community Development Fund, 675
Rural Victoria
initiatives, 444
Partnerships for Growth, 10

RICHARD SON, Mr (Forest Hill)
(See Rulings by the Chair)

ROWE, Mr (Cranbourne)
Adjournment
AGe Ltd: collection practices, 1764
PIC: industrial action, 657
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Questions without notice
Food: hygiene standards, 670
South Eastern Freeway, 190
TAFE: government review, 1618

Petitions
Wilsons Promontory National Park, 503
Questions without notice
Auditor-General: independence, 318
Fuel: prices, 1091

RYAN, Mr (Gippsland South)
Adjournment
Central Gippsland: health services, 959
Longford swing bridge, 858
Port Franklin: estuary works, 1314

SEITZ, Mr (Keilor)
Bills
Gaming No. 2 Bill, 360
Teaching Service (Amendment) Bill, 346
(See also Rulings by the Chair)

Bills
Appropriation (1997/98) Bill, 1170
Gaming Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 462
Gaming No. 2 Bill, 356, 878
Gas Industry (Amendment) Bill, 1253
Health Services (Community Health Centres) Bill, 879

SHARDEY, Mrs (Caulfield)

Gippsland: stockfeed crisis, 752

Adjournment

Grievances
Gippsland: weather conditions, 968
Minister for Conservation and Land Management,
1491
Points of order, 756
Questions without notice
Drought: Gippsland, 617
Gippsland
farmer assistance, 1128
stockfeed crisis, 763
Rural Victoria: unemployment, 94
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee
Alert Digest, 13, 233, 676, 1134, 1591
Annual report, 289

Disability services: impairment program, 958
Respite care: Caulfield, 1767
VCE,ll18
Bills
Appropriation (1997/98) Bill, 1378
Board of Studies (Amendment) Bill, 277
Cinemedia Corporation Bill, 39
Education (Standards Council) Bill, 148
Health Services (Community Health Centres) Bill, 399
Heritage <Amendment) Bill, 572
Melbourne Lands (Yarra River North Bank) Bill, 1035
Points of order, 290,376, 1040
Questions without notice
Courts: video conferencing, 896
Drugs: schools strategy, 1130
Racing: licences, 231

SAVAGE, Mr (Mildura)
SHEEHAN, Mr (Northcote)
Adjournment
Corrections: prisoner assault, 584
Human Services: mental health survey, 1051
Mildura: roadworks, 368
Bills
Gas IndUStry (Amendment) Bill, 1270
Health Services (Community Health Centres) Bill, 392
Police and Corrections (Amendment) Bill, 940
Prostitution Control (Amendment) Bill, 1623
Sentencing and Other Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1730

Bills
Appropriation (1997/98) Bill, 1182
Electricity Industry (Loy Yang B) Bill, 697
National Parks (Amendment) Bill, 120
Teaching Service (Amendment) Bill, 335
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee
Budget estimates and outcomes, 900

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
SMITH, Mr E. R. (Glen Waverley)
Adjournment
Child-care centres: banned books, 1479
Education: teaching methods, 432
FITea~:reguUation, 1121
Metropolitan Women's Correctional Centre, 731
Monash: election candidate, 218
Police: computer networking, 884
Bills
Anglican Welfare Agency Bill, 1003
Appropriation (Parliament 1997/98) Bill, 1354, 1392
Building (Further Amendment) Bill, 1029
Electricity Industry (Loy Yang B) Bill, 647
Law and Justice Legislation Amendment Bill, 842
Miscellaneous Acts (Omnibus No. 3) Bill, 854, 1609
Police and Corrections (Amendment) Bill, 937
Teaching Service (Amendment) Bill, 331
Business of the house
Program, 680, 1417

Business of the house
Hansard: Chief Reporter, 1763
Notices of motion, 12, 1507
Condolences
Murphy, Charles James, Esq., 3
Distinguished visitors, 667, 1626, 1699
Division list, 965
House Committee
Smoking, 855
Joint sittings of Parliament
Deakin University, 1137, 1211, 1213, 1214
Senate vacancy, 1137, 1211, 1213, 1214
University of Ballarat, 1137, 1211, 1213, 1214
Naming and suspension of member, 619, 869
Naming of member, 8
New member, 1

Education: standards, 1234

Resignation of member, 1

Intergraph dispatch system, 87

Senate vacancy, 1136

Petitions

Temporary chairmen of committees, 225

Mount Buller hostel lease, 737

(39)

(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)

Points of order, 78,430,679, 1235
Questions without notice
Auditor-General: Tom Roberts painting, 1239
Crown Casino: lord mayor's comments, 1409

SPRY, Mr (Bellarine)
Adjournment

SMITH, Mr L W. (Polwarth)
Bills
Appropriation (1997/98) Bill, 1301
Office of the Regulator-General (Amendment) Bill,
611,620
Grievances
Polwarth electorate, 308
Points of order, 601
Questions without notice
Rural Community Development Fund, 674

Abandoned cars: legal recourse, 154
Barwon Water: land acquisition, 429
Men's netball, 883
Ocean Grove: fuel reduction program, 1118
Point Lonsdale Primary School, 1692
Automotive industry, 529
Bills
Building (Further Amendment) Bill, 916
Electricity Industry (Loy Yang B) Bill,691
Financial Management (Amendment) Bill, 1531
Fisheries (Further Amendment) Bill, 173
Health Services (Community Health Centres) Bill, 393
National Electricity (Victoria) Bill, 1196
Office of the Regulator-General (Amendment) Bill,
628
State Taxation Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 1516
Commonwealth-state housing agreement, 1229

SPEAKER, The (Hon. S. J. Plowman)
BLF Custodian, 13

Grievances
Princes Freeway West, 987
Points of order, 1233

(40)

INDEX

Questions without notice
Government buildings: conservation and restoration,
319
Lieutenant-Govemor, 1090
VVoolindus~:governr.nentUtitiatives, 1614
VVorld Economic Forum, 1405

State Taxation Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 999,
1523, 1525, 1526, 1527
Superannuation Acts (Miscellaneous Amendment)
Bill, 768, 827, 1560
Taxation Administration Bill, 536, 651
Unclaimed Moneys (Superannuation Benefits) Bill,
999,1644
Points of order, 94, 186, 188,950, 1068, 1715
Questions without notice

STEGGALL, Mr (Swan Hill)
Bills
Appropriation (1997/98) Bill, 1096
Fisheries (Further Amendment) Bill, 175
Grievances
Food: hygiene standards, 311
Petitions
Korong Vale state school, 1591
Questions without notice
Sunraysia: agriculture initiatives, 1727

STOCKDALE, Mr <Brighton) (Treasurer)
Adjournment
Anthrax: farmer assistance, 372
Computers: clocks, 960
Intergraph: ambulance contract, 885
Payroll tax: small business, 660
VVorkcover: medical fees, 884
Bills
Appropriation (1997/98) Bill,9oo
Appropriation (Parliament 1997/98) Bill, 908
Cinemedia Corporation Bill, 101, 103
Electricity Industry (Loy Yang B) Bill, 536, 644, 646,
677,769,791,794,795,796,800
Electricity Industry (Miscellaneous Amendment) Bill,
768,954,1340,1347
Financial Management (Amendment) Bill, 768, 827,
1138, 1532, 1533
Gas Industry (Amendment) Bill, 768, 826, 1274, 1277,
1278
National Australia Bank and Bank of New Zealand
Bill,100,2oo,631
National Electricity (Victoria) Bill, 768, 824, 1200
Office of the Regulator-General (Amendment) Bill,
100,199,629
Project Development and Construction Management
(Amendment) Bill, 1715, 1718, 1719, 1720,
Snowy Hydro Corporation (Victoria) Bill, 999
State Taxation Acts (Amendment) Bill, 536, 642

Auditor-General
asset sales, 1242
local governr.nent superannuation, 1244
Budget economic benefits, 993
Electricity industry: privatisation, 1725
Employment election promise, 992
Former Minister for Finance, 188
Government consultancies, 1239
Intergraph
ambulance contract, 316, 404, 445, 765, 898, 995,
1089
performance, 618,620
Local governr.nent superannuation, 94, 185, 315, 442
Loy Yang A power station, 668
Loy Yang B power station, 225, 407
Metropolitan Ambulance Service: Auditor-General's
report, 897
Multimediaconference,Sea~e, 1243
Multimedia industry, 1093
Payroll tax: small business, 532, 614
Taxes: NSVV comparisons, 1131
Treasurer: vehicle use, 443
VVater: metropolitan prices, 1344

TEHAN, Mrs (Seymour) (Minister for Conservation
and Land Management)
Adjournment
Albert Park: replacement land, 1697
Bonbeach: Place Names Committee, 1318
Clarinda: Place Names Committee, 1402
Education: teaching methods, 437
Gas industry: information technology, 436
Glen Eira: litter, 1401
Hampton beach: renourishment, 155
Metropolitan Women's Correctional Centre,436
Mooroopna Primary School, 437
National parks: access, 501
Neangar Park Golf Club, 1697
Port Franklin: estuary works, 1318
Ragwort: Narracan, 154
Rye: foreshore erosion, 501
Sunbury: land rejuvenation, 286
Tirhatuan golf course, 1697
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Bills
Alpine Resorts Bill, 1508, 1634, 1637
Environment Conservation Council Bill, 1000, 1108,
1112
Fisheries (Further Amendment) Bill, 178, 179, 180,
181,182
Land (Revocation of Miscellaneous Reservations)
Bill, 321, 427, 706
Melbourne Lands (Yarra River North Bank) Bill, 535,
1041
Kational Parks (Amendment) Bill, 130, 132, 133
Project Development and Construction Management
(Amendment) Bill, 1108
State Taxation Acts (Further Amendment) Bilt 1106
C nc1aimed Moneys (Superannuation Benefits) Bill,
1107

1HWAITES, Mr (Albert Park)

Questions without notice

Business of the house

Intergraph: ambulance contract, 894
Land Titles Office, 1128
Metropolitan Ambulance Service
former CEO, 891, 892, 895, 896
ministerial briefings, 997
Minister for Conservation and Land Management,
863,866,1091,1129,1405,1406,1407,1409,1503,
1614, 1724

(41)

Adjournment
Albert Park: replacement land, 1693
Intergraph: ambulance contract, 1121
Bills
Alpine Resorts Bill, 1640
Anglican Welfare Agency Bill, 1001
Appropriation (1997/98) Bill, 1156
Electricity Industry (Loy Yang B) Bill, 646
Health Services (Community Health Centres) Bill,
101,375,879
Infertility Treatment (Amendment) Bill, 1704
Miscellaneous Acts (Omnibus No. 3) Bill, 848, 1597,
1604, 1687

Program, 19,679,910, 1416
Commonwealth-state housing agreement, 1231
Food: hygiene standards, 678
Grievances
Intergraph: ambulance contract, 306
Intergraph dispatch system, 76
Metropolitan Ambulance Service: Auditor-General's
report, 737

THOMPSON, Mr (Sandringham)
Adjournment
Hampton beach: renourishment, 152
Port Phillip: catering tenders, 1476
Rail:~ptonland,859

Bills
Anglican Welfare Agency Bill, 1018
Appropriation 0997/98) Bill, 1292
Constitution and Parliamentary Committees
(Amendment) Bill, 550
Melbourne University (VCAR) Bill, 251
Miscellaneous Acts (Omnibus No. 3) Bill, 1604, 1678
Teaching Service (Amendment) Bill, 327
Points of order, 1601
Questions without notice
Carers strategy, 1091
Electricity industry: privatisation, 1724
Metropolitan Women's Correctional Centre, 1506
Museum of Victoria, 439
Preschools: funding, 189

Minister for Conservation and Land Management,
871, 1486, 1490, 1492
Points of order, 22, 76, 77, 83, 98, 185, 266,317,440,
507,661,669,673,674,869,995,998,1123,1409,
1489,1601,1602,1603,1617,1638,1724
Questions without notice
Intergraph
ambulance contract, 189, 230, 232, 404, 445,893,
894,997
performance, 618
Metropolitan Ambulance Service
Auditor-Genera1's report, 764, 766
formerCEO, 892, 895, 896
ministerial briefings, 996
Minister for Conservation and Land Management,
866, 1090, 1129, 1405, 1407, 1409, 1503, 1614, 1724,
1726
Minister for Youth and Community Services, 1617

TRAYNOR, Mr (Ballarat East)
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee
Subordinate legislation, 1135

Questions without notice
Multimedliaconference, Seattle, 1243
Multimedia industry, 1092

(42)

INDEX

TREASURE, Mr (Gippsland East)

Adjournment
Drought: Gippsland, 1395
Gippsland: train service, 659
Lakes Entrance Golf Club, 1048
Local government rate exemptions, 859
Police: Lakes Entrance station, 370

Questions without notice
Courts: video conferencing, 896
Drugs: Get a Life survey, 318
Former Minister for Finance, 5
Women: rural bursaries, 534
Supreme Court judges, 1699

Bills
National Parks (Amendment) Bill, 121

Grievances
Native title: Gunai Kurnai claim, 303

Questions without notice
Native title: Wik negotiations, 891
Police in Schools program, 315
Wool industry: task force, 442

WELLS, Mr (Wantima)

Adjournment
Knox Gardens estate: traffic management, 730
Melbourne University: student union fees, 493, 956
Public transport: Rowville, 61
Tirhatuan golf course, 1693

Bills
Appropriation (1997/98) Bill, 1201
Board of Studies (Amendment) Bill, 271
Melbourne University (VCAH) Bill, 246
WADE, Mrs (Kew) (Attorney-General, Minister for
Fair Trading and Minister for Women's Affairs)

Adjournment
Banks: customer service, 157
Former Minister for Finance, 155
Home Tuition Specialists, 1055

Bills
Associations Incorporation (Amendment) Bill, 1508,
1632
Constitution and Parliamentary Committees
(Amendment) Bill, 558
Evidence (Audio Visual and Audio Linking) Bill, 168
Friendly Societies (Victoria) (Amendment) Bill, 768,
831, 1413, 1466, 1467, 1700
Hire-Purchase (Amendment) Bill, 100,424,803
Interpretation of Legislation (Amendment) Bill, 24
Introduction Agents Bill, 1507, 1631
Law and Justice Legislation Amendment Bill, 768,
769,832,840,841,1137,1414
Melbourne City Link (Further Amendment) Bill, 1673
Prostitution Control (Amendment) Bill, 1000, 1117,
1628
Sentencing and Other Acts (Amendment) Bill, 768,
871

Victims of Crime Assistance (Amendment) Bill, 1321,
1322, 1596, 1677

Business of the house
Program, 1418

Council of Magistrates, 1699
County Court judges, 1699
Film and videotape classification guidelines, 13
Points of order, 1494

Grievances
Waverley Park, 291

Questions without notice
Budget economic benefits, 993
Drugs: Freeza program, 317
Taxes: NSW comparisons, 1131

WILSON, Mrs (Dandenong North)

Adjournment
Disability services
adult students, 1316
employr.nent 1480

Bills
Racing (Amendment) Bill, 416
Petitions
Schools: state system, 1485
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Questions on notice answered during period covered by this index
Qn
5
10
20
23
35
47
75
78
88
89
94
183
185
186
188
189
190
191
192
193
194
195
196
197
199
200
201
202
203
204
205
206
207
208
209
210
211
212
213
214
215
216
217
218
219
220

Portfolio and subject matter
Premier: alcohol purchases
Health: media research and public opinion polling
Premier: advertising
Finance: advertising
Multicultural Affairs: advertising
Premier: ministerial offices
Finance: annual reports
Premier: consultancies
Finance: advertising
Finance: advertising
Multicultural Affairs: consultancies
Treasurer: energy efficiency
Agriculture and Resources: VMA
Agriculture and Resources: VMA
Treasurer: DUOS charges
Treasurer: contestable customers
Treasurer: interstate electricity trading
Treasurer: interstate electricity trading
Treasurer: interstate electricity trading
Treasurer: electricity fire insurance
Youth and Community Services: water relief grants
Youth and Community Services: water relief grants
Conservation and Land Management ocean outfalls
Conservation and Land Management: national park budgets
Premier, Multicultural Affairs, and Arts: office expenses
Premier, Multicultural Affairs, and Arts: entertainment expenses
Premier, Multicultural Affairs, and Arts: alcohol purchases
Premier, Multicultural Affairs, and Arts: credit cards
Premier, Multicultural Affairs, and Arts: air travel
Premier, Multicultural Affairs, and Arts: charter flights
Premier, Multicultural Affairs, and Arts: travel allowances
Premier, Multicultural Affairs, and Arts: residential allowances
Premier, Multicultural Affairs, and Arts: pecuniary interest declarations
Agriculture and Resources: media research and public opinion polling
Agriculture and Resources: office expenses
Agriculture and Resources: entertainment expenses
Agriculture and Resources: alcohol purchases
Agriculture and Resources: credit cards
Agriculture and Resources: air travel
Agriculture and Resources: charter flights
Agriculture and Resources: travel allowances
Agriculture and Resources: residential allowances
Agriculture and Resources: pecuniary interest declarations
Transport: media research and public opinion polling
Transport: office expenses
Transport: entertainment expenses

Asked by

Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopolous
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
MrLoney
Mr Haermeyer
Mr Haermeyer
MrLoney
MrLoney
MrLoney
MrLoney
MrLoney
MrLoney
Ms Garbutt
Ms Garbutt
Ms Garbutt
Ms Garbutt
MrHulls
MrHulls
Mr Hulls
MrHulls
Mr Hulls
MrHulls
MrHulls
MrHulls
Mr Hulls
MrHulls
MrHulls
Mr Hulls
MrHulls
MrHulls
MrHulls
MrHulls
Mr Hulls
MrHulls
MrHulls
Mr Batchelor
Mr Batchelor
Mr Batchelor

Page

1815
1779
1815
1781
1816
1817
1781
1851
1781
1782
1817
1773
1774
1776
1837
1837
1845
1839
1839
1840
1776
1777
1840
1782
1817
1818
1818
1818
1819
1819
1819
1820
1820
1783
1788
1789
1789
1789
1789
1789
1790
1790
1790
1790
1791
1791

INDEX

(44)
Qn

221
222
223
224
225
226
227
228
229
230
231
232
233
234
235
236
237
238
239
240
241
242
243
244
245
246
247
248
249
250
251
252
253
254
255
256
257
258
259
260
261
262
263
264
265

Portfolio and subject matter
Transport: alcohol purchases
Transport: credit cards
Transport: air travel
Transport: charter flights
Transport: travel allowances
Transport: residential allowances
Transport: pecuniary interest declarations
Education: media research and public opinion polling
Education: office expenses
Education: entertainment expenses
Education: alcohol purchases
Education: credit cards
Education: air travel
Education: charter flights
Education: travel allowances
Education: residential allowances
Education: pecuniary interest declarations
Tertiary Education and Training, and Multicultural Affairs: media research
and public opinion polling
Tertiary Education and Training, and Multicultural Affairs: office expenses
Tertiary Education and Training, and Multicultural Affairs: entertainment
expenses
Tertiary Education and Training, and Multicultural Affairs: alcohol
expenses
Tertiary Education and Training, and Multicultural Affairs: credit cards
Tertiary Education and Training, and Multicultural Affairs: air travel
Tertiary Education and Training, and Multicultural Affairs: charter flights
Tertiary Education and Training, and Multicultural Affairs: travel
allowances
Tertiary Education and Training, and Multicultural Affairs: residential
allowances
Tertiary Education and Training, and Multicultural Affairs: pecuniary
interest declarations
Police and Emergency Services, and Corrections: media research and public
opinion polling
Police and Emergency Services, and Corrections: office expenses
Police and Emergency Services, and Corrections: entertainment expenses
Police and Emergency Services, and Corrections: alcohol purchases
Police and Emergency Services, and Corrections: credit cards
Police and Emergency Services, and Corrections: air travel
Police and Emergency Services, and Corrections: charter flights
Police and Emergency Services, and Corrections: travel allowances
Police and Emergency Services, and Corrections: residential allowances
Police and Emergency Services, and Corrections: pecuniary interest
declarations
Planning and Local Government media research and public opinion
polling
Planning and Local Government office expenses
Planning and Local Government entertainment expenses
Planning and Local Government alcohol purchases
Planning and Local Government credit cards
Planning and Local Government air travel
Planning and Local Government charter flights
Planning and Local Government travel allowances

Asked by

?age

Mr Batchelor
Mr Batchelor
Mr Batchelor
Mr Batchelor
Mr Batchelor
Mr Batchelor
Mr Batchelor
Mr Mildenhall
Mr Mildenhall
Mr Mildenhall
Mr Mildenhall
Mr Mildenhall
Mr Mildenhall
Mr Mildenhall
Mr Mildenhall
Mr Mildenhall
Mr Mildenhall

:792
:792
:792
:792
:793
:793
:793
1820
:821
:821
1822
1822
1822
1822
1822
1823
1823

MrHamilton
Mr Hamilton

1793
1794

MrHamilton

1795

MrHamilton
MrHamilton
MrHamilton
MrHamilton

1795
1795
1795
1796

MrHamilton

1796

MrHamilton

1796

MrHamilton

1796

Mr Haerrneyer
Mr Haerrneyer
Mr Haerrneyer
Mr Haerrneyer
Mr Haerrneyer
Mr Haerrneyer
Mr Haerrneyer
Mr Haerrneyer
Mr Haerrneyer

1831
1832
1833
1833
1833
1834
1834
1834
1834

Mr Haerrneyer

1835

MrDollis
Mr Dollis
MrDollis
MrDollis
MrDollis
MrDollis
MrDollis
MrDollis

1823
1824
1825
1825
1825
1826
1826
1826
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Qn

266
267
268
269
270
271
272
273
274
275
276
277
278
279
280
281
282
283
284
285
286
287
288
289
290
291
292
293
294
295
296
297
298
299
300
301
302
303
304
305
306
307
308
309
310
311

Portfolio and subject matter
Planning and Local Government residential allowances
Planning and Local Government: pecuniary interest declarations
Sport, and Rural Development: media research and public opinion polling
Sport, and Rural Development: office expenses
Sport, and Rural Development: entertainment expenses
Sport, and Rural Development: alcohol purchases
Sport, and Rural Development: credit cards
Sport, and Rural Development: air travel
Sport, and Rural Development: charter flights
Sport, and Rural Development: travel allowances
Sport, and Rural Development: residential allowances
Sport, and Rural Development: pecuniary interest declarations
Treasurer, and Multimedia: media research and public opinion polling
Treasurer, and Multimedia: office expenses
Treasurer, and Multimedia: entertainment expenses
Treasurer, and Multimedia: alcohol purchases
Treasurer, and Multimedia: credit cards
Treasurer, and Multimedia: air travel
Treasurer, and Multimedia: charter flights
Treasurer, and Multimedia: travel allowances
Treasurer, and Multimedia: residential allowances
Treasurer, and Multimedia: pecuniary interest declarations
Conservation and Land Management media research and public opinion
polling
Conservation and Land Management office expenses
Conservation and Land Management entertainment expenses
Conservation and Land Management: alcohol expenses
Conservation and Land Management: credit cards
Conservation and Land Management: air travel
Conservation and Land Management: charter flights
Conservation and Land Management: travel allowances
Conservation and Land Management: residential allowances
Conservation and Land Management: pecuniary interest declarations
Attorney-General, Fair Trading, and Women's Affairs: media research and
public opinion polling
Attorney-General, Fair Trading, and Women's Affairs: office expenses
Attorney-General, Fair Trading, and Women's Affairs: entertainment
expenses
Attorney-General, Fair Trading, and Women's Affairs: alcohol purchases
Attorney-General, Fair Trading, and Women's Affairs: credit cards
Attorney-General, Fair Trading, and Women's Affairs: air travel
Attorney-General, Fair Trading, and Women's Affairs: charter flights
Attorney-General, Fair Trading, and Women's Affairs: travel allowances
Attorney-General, Fair Trading, and Women's Affairs: residential
allowances
Attorney-General, Fair Trading, and Women's Affairs: pecuniary interest
declarations
Housing, and Aboriginal Affairs: media research and public opinion
polling
Housing, and Aboriginal Affairs: office expenses
Housing, and Aboriginal Affairs: entertainment expenses
Housing, and Aboriginal Affairs: alcohol purchases

(45)
Asked by

Page

Mr Dollis
Mr Dollis
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
MrBracks
MrBracks
Mr Bracks
Mr Bracks
Mr Bracks
Mr Bracks
Mr Bracks
Mr Bracks
Mr Bracks
MrBracks

1826
1826
1797
1854
1856
1858
1861
1861
1864
1866
1868
1798
1798
1799
1800
1800
1800
1800
1801
1801
1801
1847

Ms Garbutt
Ms Garbutt

Ms Garbutt

1801
1805
1806
1806
1806
1806
1806
1807
1807
1807

MrHulls
MrHulls

1847
1827

Mr Hulls
MrHulls
MrHulls
MrHulls
MrHulls
MrHulls

1828
1828
1828
1828
1829
1829

MrHulls

1829

Mr Hulls

1830

Ms Kosky
Ms Kosky

1807
1808
1809
1809

Ms Garbutt
Ms Garbutt
Ms Garbutt
Ms Garbutt
Ms Garbutt

Ms Garbutt
Ms Garbutt

Ms Kosky
Ms Kosky

INDEX
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Qn

312
313
314
315
316
317
318
319
320
321
322
323
324
325
326
327
328
329
330
331
332
333
334
335
336
337
338

Portfolio and subject matter
Housing, and Aboriginal Affairs: credit cards
Housing, and Aboriginal Affairs: air travel
Housing, and Aboriginal Affairs: charter flights
Housing, and Aboriginal Affairs: travel allowances
Housing, and Aboriginal Affairs: residential allowances
Housing, and Aboriginal Affairs: pecuniary interest declarations
Youth and Community Services: media research and public opinion polling
Youth and Community Services: office expenses
Youth and Community Services: entertainment expenses
Youth and Community Services: alcohol purchases
Youth and Community Services: credit cards
Youth and Community Services: air travel
Youth and Community Services: charter flights
Youth and Community Services: travel allowances
Youth and Community Services: residential allowances
Youth and Community Services: pecuniary interest declarations
Multimedia: media research and public opinion polling
Multimedia: office expenses
Multimedia: entertainment expenses
Multimedia: alcohol purchases
Multimedia: credit cards
Multimedia: air travel
Multimedia: charter flights
Multimedia: travel allowances
Multimedia: residential allowances
Multimedia: pecuniary interest declarations
Attorney-General: AAT appointment

Asked by

Ms Kosky
Ms Kosky
Ms Kosky
Ms Kosky
Ms Kosky
Ms Kosky
MrThwaites
MrThwaites
MrThwaites
MrThwaites
MrThwaites
MrThwaites
MrThwaites
MrThwaites
MrThwaites
MrThwaites
Mr Bracks
Mr Bracks
Mr Bracks
Mr Bracks
Mr Bracks
Mr Bracks
Mr Bracks
Mr Bracks
Mr Bracks
Mr Bracks
Mr Hulls

Page

1809
1809
1810
1810
1810
1810
1811
1811
1812
1812
1812
1813
1813
1813
1813
1813
1830
1841
1842
1843
1843
1843
1843
1843
1830
1843
1844

