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Thursday, 10 September 1987
The SPEAKER (the Hoo. C. T. Edmuods) took the chair at 10.34 and read the prayer.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

AUSTRALIA CARD
Mr KENNETT (Leader of the Opposition)-Given the Premier's vacillation over the
introduction of the Australia Card, will the Premier guarantee that no confidential or
personal information concerning any citizen of Victoria will be handed over by the
Victorian government, its departments, agencies, or statutory authorities to the Federal
government to assist with the Federal government's introduction of the Australia Card?
Mr CAIN (Premier)-The fact that this is the third time that I have been asked this
question makes me wonder what the Leader of the Opposition will do next to shore up his
leadership. Apparently, he believes he is on a winner with this one. I believe I made it
clear yesterday that this issue is not a matter that should be properly under consideration
by the government at this stage.
My understanding is that, if the Commonwealth government passes the legislation, ifit
has a joint sitting, and if it overcomes all the constitutional aspects so that this legislation
is passed, it will make a request on this matter.
Approximately fifteen months ago this matter was explored; a request will be made to
the State for information. If that occurs and the legislaton makes clear what is asked of the
States, that will be considered by the government.
I do not wish to canvass issues that are not my responsibility and that are not currently
before the government when there are a number of other issues which are my responsibility
and about which I am currently concerned. The Opposition has no policies on such things
as gun laws and so forth. The Opposition is not concerned about those matters.
The honourable member for Balwyn is getting excited, and he should, because leadership
aspirants are passing him by.
Mr LIEBERMAN (Benambra)-On a point of order, this is a vital issue involvinB the
impact of identity cards on this State. The Premier, above all, should not debate the Issue
and he should answer the question. He is debating the matter and not sticking to giving
the answer required of him.
The SPEAKER-Order! It is a fine point to rule on. I uphold the point of order and I
rule that the Premier is debating the issue. I ask him to complete his answer.
Mr CAIN (Premier)-The question of access to information, if any is sought, will be
answered if and when we are asked to supply it and not before.
The question of access to records held by State government departments is a matter of
policy, and, if a request is made, that will be considered on its merits at the time, having
regard to the legislation and to what information is sought.

NATIONAL TENNIS CENTRE
Mr ROSS-EDWARDS (Leader of the National Party)-I refer the Minister for Labour
to the demarcation dispute by metal workers at the National Tennis Centre, which is
delaying the putting in place of the second half of the roof. Can the Minister advise the
House whether, at this stage, he has become involved with the dispute and, if so, what
action he intends to take?
Session 1987-28
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Mr CRABB (Minister for Labour)-In regard to the problems of putting in place the
second half of the roof of the National Tennis Centre, they have not been caused by an
industrial dispute at the centre.
Mr Kennett inteIjected.
Mr CRABB-The Leader of the Opposition should shut up and listen because he does
not know anything about it.
The reality is that the bogies on which the roof will run have been manufactured in a
factory in one of our suburbs at which there is a dispute with metal workers regarding the
4 per cent second tier wage increase.
As a result, bans have been placed on the finished work leaving the factory and the
bogies cannot be put in place on the roof. It is not an industrial problem concerning the
tennis centre but an entirely different problem. I and my officers have been making
endeavours to resolve the issue, and we will.

ASSISTANCE TO COUNTRY INDUSTRIES
Mr KENNEDY (Bendigo West)-Will the Minister for Industry, Technology and
Resources outline to the House the impact of recent action taken by the government in
offering Victorian Economic Development Corporation loans and other assistance
measures to country industries, especially those in the Bendigo region?
Mr FORDHAM (Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources)-I am delighted
with the interest displayed right across the House in the enormous success of the
government's initiatives in the Bendigo region. When the government announced its
industry policies in the economic strategy, it emphasised that government assistance
measures are aimed at individual firms with the most growth prospects, regardless of
location. This does not mean that metropolitan firms and industries are not likely to
receive or are not now receiving assistance from the government.
The government made it perfectly clear that the trade exposed sector was a challenge
facing this government and this country. That was back in 1984. It is now fashionable
both at Federal government level and in other State governments in the nation, and
Victoria clearly was the forerunner in addressing this very important issue. I am pleased
that the policies established on the basis of that principle have had a significant impact in
country and regional Victoria.
Since the scheme was introduced two years ago and despite the fact that only 15 per cent
of total employment in manufacturing industry is outside the metropolitan area, 75 firms
in country Victoria have received financial assistance packages, totalling $34 million,
which represents 46 per cent of the total assistance packages provided to Victorian firms
though my department under those new programs.
The government was confident that that would prove to be the case and that country
industry would be able to stand up and rightfully take its place, free of some of the foolish
measures of the Government's predecessors that did not rely on profitability or greater
growth prospects. Those industries were untargeted and that fact was recognised by the
Chamber of Manufactures, which supported the schemes introduced by the government.
In all, 163 country firms have received the benefits of business plans undertaken under
the auspices and with the support of my department. That number represents 43 per cent
of all the business plans initiated over the period. In the northern country region of
Victoria, firms have received assistance amounting to $13 million and, of this amount, $7
million has gone to firms in Bendigo alone. This is a tribute to local industry in the
Bendigo area and demonstrates its real interest in working with the government.

Honourable members interjecting.
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Mr FORDHAM-I was asked about the situation in Ballarat. In Ballarat, 22 firms have
received the benefit of business plans and thirteen assistance packages totalling $4·7
million.
Finally, valuable financial assistance has been provided through the Victorian Economic
Development Corporation. In the last financial year alone, $56 million in loan, leasing or
equity finance has been provided to enhance the competitiveness of firms in key industry
sectors of country enterprises. The Government promised that with confidence, and it has
delivered.

TECHNICAL AND FURTHER EDUCATION
Ms SIBREE (Kew)-I ask the Minister for Education: is it a fact that responsibility for
technical and further education is to be removed from the Ministry of Education because
of the Minister's mismanagement?
Mr CATHIE (Minister for Education)-Technical and further education is perhaps in
the best shape it has ever been in in this State, unlike when the Liberal Party was in
government.
The State now has a record number of apprenticeships and the important relationship
between employment and training is being made closer. A Cabinet subcommittee is
examining ways that the important relationship between employment and training can be
further shaped up. When the subcommittee has completed its work, a submission will be
made to Cabinet.

SCHOOL CLEANING FUNDS
Mr W ALLACE (Gippsland South)-Will the Minister for Education inform the House
why the new art and craft room, built at a cost of $140 000, at Sale Primary School No.
545 has not been allocated money for cleaning purposes? I understand that 30 schools
throughout the State have not had money allocated to them. If that is correct, how long
will it be before money is made available for cleaning purposes?
Mr CATHIE (Minister for Education)-I am not aware of the problems concerning
cleaning in the electorate represented by the honourable member for Gippsland South.
That type of problem is usually handled by the specific region. I shall investigate the
matter and reply to the honourable member at a later date.

PAYROLL TAX CONCESSIONS
Mrs WILSON (Dandenong North)-I ask the Treasurer to give details to the House of
the response from private industry to the government's offer of payroll tax concessions for
the export industry?
Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-I thank the honourable member for her question; she takes
an active interest in these matters. She is far more interested in them than are members of
the Opposition. The government has informed 17 000 employers of the payroll tax
concession scheme that will come into operation on 1 November this year. I anticipate
that it will be supported strongly by all members of this House and the other place.
The scheme opens enormous opportunities for further exports from Victoria. In the
week after the letter outlining the scheme had been sent, some 700 employers expressed
interest in the scheme and requested more details. Clearly, a fundamental change in the
Victorian economy is now under way. Far more emphasis is placed on export orientation,
and that is a major reason why the government anticipates that Victoria's economic
growth in 1987-88 will be 3·5 per cent compared with the national average of 3 per cent.
It is also another reason why Victoria will maintain its position as the State with the lowest
unemployment rate.
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PRIVATISATION OF WILLIAMSTOWN NAVAL DOCKYARD
Mr HAYWARD (Prahran)-Will the Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources
give an undertaking that he will support the privatisation of the Wilhamstown naval
dockyard so that it will meet the criteria set by the Federal Minister for Defence and be in
a position to compete for the surface combatant ships contract worth at least $3500
million?
The SPEAKER-Order! The Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources has no
responsiblity for Commonwealth property. If the honourable member can rephrase the
question to show a responsibility of the MInister, I shall allow the question.
Mr HAYW ARD-Will the Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources indicate
the value to Victoria of obtaining the contract to build surface combatant ships at the
Williamstown naval dockyard? In view of that, will the Minister restrain the Victorian
Branch of the Australian Labor Party from imposing its anti-privatisation policy on the
dockyard?
The SPEAKER-Order! The latter part of the question is out of order.
Mr FORDHAM (Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources)-As the honourable
member for Footscray, which includes part of the Williamstown area, I assure the
honourable member for Prahran that I am highly conscious of the important role of the
Williamstown naval dockyard, as is my colleague, the honourable member for
Williamstown.
It is an important centre, not just for employment in the western suburbs, but also for
heavy engineering in Victoria as a whole. The government has strongly taken the view
that that centre of excellence in heavy engineering should be enhanced rather than in any
way diminished so that its work can be embraced, not so far as shipbuilding is concerned,
but rather its important role that I foresee in ancillary areas such as oil ri~ing and various
work offshore in Bass Strait and, I hope, in other parts of Victoria. It WIll also have the
capacity to undertake wider heavy engineering work in the future when the transition is
made to private enterprise.
The Commonwealth government has made its position clear on this issue. It has invited
expressions of interest from the private sector for either 100 per cent privatisation or a 74
per cent-26 per cent mix. The time for expressions of interest has now closed and
submissions will be assessed over the next few months.
The Victorian government accepts that decision from the Commonwealth. It has met
with each of the consortia involved in private industry and it is assisting them in any way
possible to ensure that the Williamstown naval dockyard is not only maintained but also
is enhanced in the future.
That dockyard has been bedevilled by problems of both management practice and work
practice over many years. I am on record as indicating that and the government stands
ready to assist the successful consortium in establishing Williamstown naval dockyard not
just as a shipbuilding centre but as a centre for heavy engineering in this State.
The government sees this situation as being a desirable lead for the important frigate
contract involving both the Australian and New Zealand navies. I am pleased to be able
to confirm that the government-and particularly the Department of Industry, Technology
and Resources-is to the forefront in arguing WIth the Commonwealth authorities on the
importance of that yard, on the importance of decisions made there and the continuing
role that the government will have in the future of the Williamstown naval dockyard.

GRAIN FREIGHT RATES
Mr McDONALD (Whittlesea)-Will the Minister for Transport advise the House of
the progress of discussions with the Victorian Farmers Federation in setting grain freight
rates for the coming wheat harvest?
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Mr KOPER (Minister for Transport)-For the rural community, the decisions made
annually about the Grain Elevators Board rate and the V/Line rate are some of the most
crucial decisions made in the course of the year by the government.
Since it came to office in 1982 the government has had a strong policy of reining in the
increases in both V/Line charges and Grain Elevators Board charges for our farming
community and, in particular, for the grain community.
This year the government has engaged in extensive discussions with the Victorian
Farmers Federation and its consultants, Price Waterhouse Urwick. Last year Price
Waterhouse Urwick, acting as consultant for the Victorian Farmers Federation, was for
the first time given access to detailed material held by V/Line, and this year the analysis
has been even more detailed. My understanding is that those discussions between the
federation and V/Line have nearly concluded.
Whereas in the last three years of the previous government there was a 54 per cent
increase in the grain freight rate, for the past three years the increase has been less than 7
per cent over those three years.

Mr Williams interjected.
Mr ROPER-I should point out to the farming community-and I know that the
honourable member for Doncaster is not really interested in these matters-that any
increase determined after discussion this financial year will also be significantly less than
the consumer price index increase.
As a result, for the fourth year in a row grain farmers in this State will receive the benefit
of the strong work being carried out to control V/Line's costs. The process from here on
will be that V/Line will report to me following its final discussions with the Victorian
Farmers Federation and Price Waterhouse Urwick. I shall meet with the federation to
discuss the various options in the next fortnight.
The government is conscious of the difficulties that the grain farming community has
been experiencing over recent years; that also adds to the need for us to very strongly
control our costs. Also, the Grain Elevators Board will recommend an increase In charges
this financial year. Last year when it made a recommendation, after discussion, it was
decided that the recommended grain handling charge should be reduced. The same may
well occur this year in order to keep the grain handling charge as low as possible for the
farming community.
The government has demonstrated a very strong commitment to keeping down the
costs for the farming community, and that stropg control on costs will continue this
financial year.

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION
Mr JOHN (Bendigo East)-My question is directed to the Minister for Education.
Given the Minister's comments on Tuesday that the restructure of the Ministy of Education
was proceeding smoothly, will the honourable gentleman advise the House whether he
has received any notification that 3500 members of the Ministry will strike next week
because of the Minister's mismanagement?
Mr CATHIE (Minister for Education)-The government is committed to providing a
leaner and more cost-efficient administration within education. Unlike the Liberal Party,
which continues to talk about it, this government is doing it and delivering it.
In the overall administration of education, we are reducing numbers, either by attrition
or through redeployment, from 3700 to 3300. That provides a good system of
administration. It will provide better support closer to the schools and allow schools to
network. It will provide an administration that will be able to deliver high quality education
in this State.
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With regard to the proposed action by the Victorian Public Service Assocation, I can
indicate only that talks, discussions and negotiations are still proceeding.

TRUCK LOAD LIMITS
Mr B. J. EVANS (Gippsland East)-I refer the Minister for Transport to requirements
that have been imposed by a recent arrangement to allow excess weight to be carried by
road transport operators. Will the honourable gentleman advise the House whether it is a
fact that road transport operators will have to sign an agreement stating that the additional
weight carried will cause extra wear and tear on the roads and that they will pay the
amount estimated to cover the costs? In view of these blackmailing tactics, I ask the
Minister whether he will order the cessation of that procedure.
Mr ROPER (Minister for Transport)-I thank the honourable member for the question;
I have not managed to have it raised previously. The government entered into detailed
negotiations with the trucking industry, and particularly with the Victorian Road Transport
Association, the Transport Workers Union, and various other industry groups, to examine
how it could implement the recommendations of the Review of Road Vehicle LimitsRORVL-for increased load limits for trucks in Victoria.

Some honourable members may not be aware that for some time transport Ministers
have been supervising work aimed at increasing the load limit of, say, 38 tonnes to 41
tonnes in the eastern States as part of a view that we can make road transport operations
more economic with those additional weights and load entitlements throughout the various
categories of commercial trucks.
I established a committee to consider the introduction of these higher load limits which
have been much sought after by the trucking industry. At the same time I asked the
committee to examine the increased road wear that would be involved if permits to carry
additional tonnages were allowed.
The government took pains to ensure that that committee included representatives of
the Municipal Association of Victoria and the Local Government Engineers Association
of Victoria. Members of the National Party ask frequent questions on behalf of those
associations so the government thought their interests should be protected as well as the
interests of motorists using arterial roads.
The committee reported to me in an agreed form that additional tonnages for truck
owners who wished to use them should be allowed. Not every truck owner will decide that
it is in his or her interest to purchase a permit for the additional tonnages, but those who
do will pay a fee to cover part of the cost of the additional damage done to roads.
It was also recommended that additional funds should go to the Consolidated Fund but
be returned specifically to the Road Construction Authority for special impact funding,
particularly on country and municipal roads that will suffer damage as a result of the
additional loads that will be carried on them.

I was pleased to have the Treasurer's approval of that proposal. The additional money
raised by this scheme will be invested in Victoria's road system to ensure that special
problems currently existing on country roads <?r bridges will be overcome.
I am delighted to report that on the first day of the permits being available more than
200 truck owner~ took the opportunity of registering their vehicles in that way. That
clearly demonstrates the large demand for this scheme. I am certain the scheme will be
effective.
I look forward to working witl1local government and the Road Construction Authority
in determining the areas that should receive additional impact funding.
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I assure honourable members that, in agreeing to the proposition sought by the trucking
industry, the government also acted to defend the interests oflocal government and other
road users.

EXERCISE PROGRAM FOR ETHNIC COMMUNITIES
Mr SIDIROPOULOS (Richmond)-Following my representations on behalf of ethnic
communities in the electorate I represent, can the Minister for Sport and Recreation
advise the House of the work being undertaken by his department to encourage nonEnglish speaking and older people to participate in exercise programs?
Mr TREZISE (Minister for Sport and Recreation)-I thank the honourable member
for his Question because I know that he works harder for his constituents in this area,
particularly those from non-English speaking backgrounds, than any other member of this
House.
In the past four or five years the government has instigated various programs to assist
in the conduct of fitness exercise courses for older people in Victoria. Unfortunately, the
proportion of participants from non-English speaking backgrounds has been extremely
. low, probably because of isolation or embarrassment about taking part in those programs.
For that reason, the government established a pilot program in conjunction with the
City of North cote to include three leaders from the Italian, Greek and Arabic communities
to institute a program to bring non-English speaking people into the exercise program. I
am certain that that will be a great success, and I again compliment the honourable
member for Richmond on his efforts in that area.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
Mr LEA (Sandringham)-Last night during the Budget debate the honourable member
for Monbulk made a scurrilous and unfounded comment when he said that I was the last
principal in schools to use the strap.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER-Order! Would the honourable member resume his seat. I have advised
the House on previous occasions that I treat seriously personal explanations about which
I have had prior notice. I ask honourable members to cease interjecting. It is impossible
for the honourable member for Sandringham to make an explanation with the current
barrage of interjections.
Mr LEA-I wish to set the record straight. In more than ten years as a principal of
technical schools and colleges, at no stage did I use corporal punishment. If honourable
members were to refer to schools where I served as principal, they would find testimony
to that fact.

PETITION
The Clerk-I have received the following petition for presentation to Parliament:

Western Port fire watch
To THE HONOURABLE THE SPEAKER

AND MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLA TIVE ASSEMBL Y IN PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED:

The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the State of Victoria sheweth, that Western Port's tug fire
watch duties, which have safely guarded and protected the waters of Western Port Bay, its flora and fauna for the
past twenty years against the imminent disaster of oil spillage, fire and the effects of ship groundings that would
destroy the fairy penguin rookeries and seal colonies of Phillip Island, an ecologically sensitive area of national
and world heritage importance, be retained.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mr Cooper (66 signatures)
It was ordered that the petition be laid on the table.
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RESIDENTIAL TENANCIES BILL
This Bill was returned from the Council with a message relating to amendments.
It was ordered that the message be taken into consideration next day.

ROAD FUNDING
Mr W. D. McGRATH (Lowan)-I move:
That this House deplores the low priority given to road funding by both the Commonwealth and Victorian
governments which has resulted in a serious decline in the standard and effectiveness of the Victorian country
road network and, in view of the huge sums raised from the motorists, calls on the government to allocate
additional road funding, in particular, to rural municipalities.

I have no doubt that honourable members on all sides of the House have been receiving
letters from municipalities in the electorates they represent about the level of road funding
that municipalities are receiving to carry out internal road programs.
Answers to questions asked by municipalities of both Commonwealth and State
governments are not encouraging and do not provide council engineers or their field staff
with any excitement about the future of roads, especially in the country areas of this State.
Engineers with the various municipalities in the past twelve months have spent much
time analysing the decline in the level of road funding that the municipalities are receiving
and they are attempting to put forward positive submissions to both Federal and State
governments to justify their requirements for additional road funds. These engineers have
done their homework well.
Last March the Minister for Transport attended a public rally at Horsham called to
protest about the level of funding provided for the maintenance and improvement of
country roads. The meeting, called by the North West Municipalities Engineers Association,
was attended by municipal representatives from the north-west region of Victoria. They
brought with them roadmaking equipment estimated to be worth approximately $5 million.
That equipment was assembled at the town hall in Wilson Street, Horsham and set the
scene for the public protest meeting.
It is to the Minister's credit that he attended the meeting. He listened to many
contributors, all speaking about the inadequacy of road funds for rural Victoria, and then
replied, putting the State government's position. However, the Minister did not convince
anyone at the meeting of the genuineness of the government's claim that it was contributing
the maximum amount possible to road funding for country areas.
It is no wonder that the people present at that meeting questioned the Minister's
response, because approximately 133 000 kilometres or 80 per cent of Victorian country
roads are the responsibility oflocal government.

In the past few years the Federal government has reduced its contribution for Victorian
country arterial roads by 24 per cent. The Minister has been responsible for reducing State
government funding for unclassified roads by 15 per cent. The cost of road construction
has outstripped the consumer price index by 34 per cent, which must be seen against that
background of reduced allocations for country roads. Municipalities are in no position to
fund that extra burden, because their finances are in a parlous position.
During this period Liberal and Labor governments have closed a number of branch
railway lines. Recently a decision was made to close the Bairnsdale-Orbost railway line in
Gippsland. Many people are concerned about the future of the Carwarp-Meringur railway
line in the Mallee, and the Minister wrote to me last week expressing a doubt about
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maintaining that line as an operational line. The Patchewollock-Hopetoun railway line,
also in the Mallee, has been closed. The Bowser-Myrtleford railway line in the north-east
of Victoria has also been closed. Considerable doubt has been expressed about the future
of the Horsham-Carpolac line, but the Minister has given no indication that additional
road funding will be provided to the municipalities in these areas to justify the government's
policy and to assist municipalities to cope with the additional road maintenance and
construction works that will be needed because of the closure of the lines.
Victorians contribute approximately 24 per cent of total funds collected by fuel excise
and oil levy payments and receive back 19·8 per cent from the Federal government.
The Federal government's component under its total Budget outlay has dropped from
2·1 to 1·7 per cent, and the Victorian government's Budget component has fallen from 9
per cent to 5·3 per cent. The municipalities have to endeavour to bridge the gap.
One only has to read some of the letters written by the municipalities to see that it has
become a hopeless position for them. Municipalities throughout Victoria indicate that
their greatest concern is the lack of funds for road programs.
The government is placing further financial pressures on municipalities to develop and
contribute significantly to more of the human services programs that the government in
the first instance provided, such as library services and meals on wheels. The government
initially set up those programs on a $2 for $1 or $1 for $1 share funding basis.
Over the past twelve months to two years, the Federal and State governments hav~
backed away from that scenario and the municipalities have been left to battle it out the
best way they can to maintain those human services. It is becoming a heavy burden. They
need support from the major tax gathering agencies, namely, the Federal and Victorian
governments.
The total amount of revenue raised from motorists in 1986 and allocated by the
Commonwealth to roads in this country was $1245 million, that being 5·61 cents a litre of
fuel sales. The Federal government effectively takes 20 cents from every litre offuel sold.
Only a finite proportion is allocated to the States for road purposes.
The Federal government raised funds through the Australian Bicentennial Road
Development Program and the Australian Land Transport Program. When the Australian
Bicentennial Road Development Program was first established under the former LiberalNational Party government, it was agreed by the States and local governments to be a fair
and equitable way to raise funds for specific road purposes. With indexation, the Australian
Bicentennial Road Development Program figure has increased from 2 cents a litre to 3·7
cents a litre; that means 1·7 cents a litre is being siphoned off into consolidated revenue.
The programs having been established under a previous conservative government, the
socialist government in Canberra has taken 1·7 cents a litre, placed it in consolidated
revenue and is using it for welfare services and other programs as it sees fit. That money
was specifically set aside under a specific program for road development in this country.
If the 1·7 cents a litre indexation were paid through the States to the municipalities for
road development, the financial problems of the municipalities would be overcome today.
However, the Commonwealth government does not deem it appropriate to allow that
indexed amount to be paid to the State government.
I refer to comments in the editorial of the Australian Municipal Journal of June 1987,
issued prior to the federal election. It is headed "Road funding drought could set in". The
article reads:
Attracting adequate roads funding is shaping up to be the most difficult task facing local government in the
foreseeable future.
The odds are well and truly stacked against roads funding as evidenced by the policies of the major parties in
the federal election campaign.
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The mood in the electorate for lower budget deficits and tax cuts has sealed the fate of roads funding at least
for the life of the new Parliament.
It was a sad state of affairs when the best roads policy on offer, from the National Party, would result in
massive cuts over a three-year term.

The policies ofthe Labor and Liberal parties contained even worse news.
Labor has frozen total roads funding at $1250 million to be generated partly through a 5·214 cents per litre
levy and partly through raiding road program trust funds.
Real terms funding levels would fall at the rate of inflation until at least 1989-90.
The Liberals committed themselves to work towards a 6 cents per litre allocation and maintaining the current
road programs until 1990.
The Nationals promised a 6 cents per litre levy immediately but also offered no indexation.
According to the National Party transport spokesman, Mr Bruce L1oyd, this would generate an extra $75
million to $70 million in its first year.

The editorial is indicative of what the engineers of municipalities are saying.
A leading article in the Wimmera Mail-Times of 18 May 1987, under the heading,
"Shires facing crisis", states:
Some country shires face a municipal rate rise of 50 per cent ifthey want to keep their all-weather roads.

A fuel levy of 20 cents a litre is paid to the Federal government, in addition to 4·5 cents a
litre in business franchise fees paid to the State government. The payment has been
estimated to total $245 million in the forthcoming Budget. The community pays taxes
through registration fees and licence fees and a considerable sum is now being taken in
motor traffic fines. In order to maintain all-weather roads it is expected that municipalities
will need to increase their rates by 50 per cent. The article in the Wimmera Mail-Times
also states:
Already hundreds of kilometres of gravel road are falling apart, abandoned to the elements.
Victoria's growing road-cash crisis will reach a head at the annual conference of North Western Municipalities
Association at Edenhope on Friday.
Twenty-one municipalities representing Victoria's granary want to know where they stand after a Canberra
decision to slash another $180 million from federal road grants.
Association president Cr Ron Vine, Mildura Shire, told me last night "The roads situation for shires is
becoming critical."
"For the past 12 months to two years councils haven't received enough money for roadwork. Patrol maintenance
grants don't exist anymore. Councils face the inevitable prospect of staff retrenchment and sale of roadmaking
plant."
Ironically the man who could best advise shires of the direct consequences ofthe Canberra cuts has pulled out
of Friday's meeting at Edenhope. Road Construction Authority chairman lan Stoney has announced he will not
be available.
Cr Vine said: "Of course we're very disappointed Mr Stoney will not be there. We're not even sure who'll
replace him at the meeting."
A shiver of apprehension ran through Wimmera-Mallee municipalities on Friday when Kerang Shire Council
announced it had abandoned routine maintenance on half its 650 kilometres of gravel roads.
Rate Hike
Shire engineer Mr Peter McDonald said the only alternative to removing the roads from the routine works
program was a 50 per cent hike in municipal rates.
Kerang is probably the first shire in the Wimmera-Mallee to place a shire map in the chamber foyer to show
the public which roads, and ratepayers no doubt, must now fend for themselves.

Mr Simpson-It sounds like a good argument for council amalgamations.
Mr W. D. McGRATH-I take up that interjection.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Fogarty)-Order! I suggest the honourable member
ignores the interjection; it is out of order.
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Mr W. D. McGRATH-I wonder whether that is a reason for cutting road fundsnamely, to bring pressure upon councils to amalgamate. Is it a backhanded, blackmailing
point of view in an effort to bring about that result? The honourable member for Niddrie
should be ashamed of himself for putting forward that scenario by way of interjection.
I shall refer to some of the concerns that have been expressed. The honourable member
for Gippsland East asked the Minister for Transport a question today on the extension of
road mass limits for tri-axle semitrailers to 41 tonnes. A letter dated 13 Au~ust 1987 to the
Minister for Transport from the Local Government Engineers AssociatIon of Victoria
states:
RE: REVIEW OF ROAD VEHICLE LIMITS TASK FORCE REPORT ON COST RECOVERY
The association has studied the task force report and recommendations with interest. There are a number of
vital concerns that the association has with the report and is appreciative of the opportunity to comment at this
stage and to have been represented on the task force. The attitude adopted by the State government in not
rushing into approval of new vehicle limits, as has occurred in other States, is supported and appreciated.
In summary the concerns of the association are as foHows:
I. Assessment of Damage to Local Roads
It has been acknowledged in the review process that there is inadequate data to accurately determine likely

road damage to the local road system. In fact, it is stated in the task force report that "the data available is neither
up to date nor comprehensive. The calculations are therefore best estimates".

Paragraph 3 of the letter states:
Declining Road Funding Trends
History has shown that over at least the last 10 year period, road funding has been declining at a significant
level when compared with needs, brought about by increased vehicle numbers and heavy vehicle mass.
This has resulted in an increased demand on funding for maintenance needs and a reduced commitment to
construction and reconstruction works. A backlog of substandard roads now exist that are unable to cope with
present vehicle limits and the probability of upgrading these roads in the foreseeable future is remote. Recent
decisions by the Federal government on future road funding programs have compounded this problem. It is
indeed an unhealthy climate to introduce further demands on an inadequate standard road system.

This morning, when answering a question without notice, the Minister for Transport dealt
with the question of whether municipalities had been given ample time for consultation
with the task force. A letter dated 14 August 1987 from Peter Cleverly, Shire Engineer of
the Shire of Kaniva, states:
Dear Mr McGrath,
Re: Permits for Heavier Trucks and Buses
Further to my letter of 10 August 1987, I wish to advise of recent developments in this matter.
On 13 August 1987, the Council ofthe Shire ofKaniva, along with other local government authorities, received
the enclosed letter from Mr Michael J. Roux, Chairman and Managing Director of the Road Traffic Authority,
dated 29 July 1987. No doubt the time lapse in receiving it is due to Australia Post being a Commonwealth
commission and not a State body.

This is the most important point:
The joint industry/government task force that examined the optional permit system had a membership of
nineteen, three of which representecllocal government.
However, during the course of the task force's study there was no other consultation with local government,
and if it had not been for the Local Government Engineers Association of Victoria, the first municipalities would
have known about the proposal was when Mr Roux's letter belatedly arrived.

Mr Roper-It is not true.
Mr W. D. McGRATH-The Minister for Transport interjects that Mr Cleverly's letter
is not true. I know Mr Peter Cleverly well and I do not believe he is in the habit of writing
untruths in correspondence to me. Mr Cleverly's letter continues:
The context of correspondence is an affront to local authorities and councils that do not participate in the
scheme make themselves ineligible for special impact funds from the Road Construction Authority Special
Impact AHocations for roadworks attributable to the additional loading ofvehides under the permits.
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In reference to a memorandum from the Group Manager, Vehicle Licensing and Regulation
Strategies, Road Traffic Authority, Mr Martin Kent, Mr Cleverly states:
On page 2 of Martin Kent's "Notice for Municipal Councils-Permits for Heavier Trucks and Buses" in
paragraph (a) under Action, states "The Treasurer's approval has been sought for revenue from the permits to be
directed to these allocations". To date municipalities have not been advised whether this revenue will be
available for Special Impact Funds.

I took up this matter with the Minister for Transport during the debate on the adjournment
of the sitting this week.
The correspondence from Mr Cleverly points to a contradiction about the consultation
that took place between government agencies and local government through the joint task
force. The municipal engineers have stated that consultation has taken place, but the
correspondence I have received suggests that the advice to municipalities has been belated,
and the municipalities will probably have to bear much of the burden of maintaining
roads damaged as a result of the increased mass limits.
I am aware that the truckin~ industry has put forward some positive arguments. If that
industry, all people involved In the task force, and the government agree that it is to be a
fait accompli that the mass limits carried by trucks and buses will be increased, that is all
right, but I am disturbed at the lack of time municipalities have to consider the proposition.
It has been estimated that in a full year the additional revenue raised under the special
permit fees will be approximately $5 million. How much of that $5 million will find its
way back into road maintenance programs as was proposed by municipalities?

Mr Brown-Every cent should be!
Mr W. D. McGRATH-Ofcourse every cent should be directed back into roads. That
is vital. During the debate I have concentrated some of my argument on the fact that the
Federal government has not come to the party in providing adequate road funds from the
$7 billion it receives from the 20 cents a litre excise on petrol and other fuels each year.
Less than one-third of that money is spent on Australian roads.
The Royal Automobile Club of Victoria presented a paper at the North Western
Municipahties Association Road Funding Seminar which was held at the Horsham Town
Hall on Friday, 27 February 1987. The paper, headed, "It's Time For Better Roads", and
was presented by Mr lan Russell, Manager, Traffic and Safety, Royal Automobile Club of
Victoria. On the question of the State road network, the submission states:
The State business franchise fees on the sale of motor fuel, together with licensing, registration and motoring
fines amounted to about $600 million in 1985-86. Against this, the "payout" on roads was about $300 million
and including traffic law enforcement and the Motor Accident Board expenditures, still only amounted to $500
million. You may well ask, what happened to the difference between the two of about $100 million. I doubt that
you would have any difficuI'ty in working out the answer.

Mr Brown-It is squandered.
Mr W. D. McGRATH-I should like the Minister for Transport, who has his finger on
the pulse, to explain what happens to the funds referred to in the RACV submission. The
State government raises a significant amount of revenue from Victorian motorists but is
the maximum amount put back into the road network.
I seek leave to incorporate four tables in Hansard.

Leave was granted, and the tables were as follows:
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Mr W. D. McGRATH-The first table from the Royal Automobile Club of Victoria
deals with road expenditure in Victoria relating to fuel receipts from this State. It is
estimated that, in 1986-87, fuel excise receipts amounted to approximately $1350 million,
yet road expenditure was less than $200 million.
The second table lists the Federal Government Budget outlays for 1986-87. It shows
that the allocation in the Commonwealth Budget for road transport represents 1·8 per cent
of that Budget and the allocation for other transport represents 0·5 per cent.
The third table deals with State government Budget outlays for 1986-87, with 6·4 per
cent of the total Budget being provided for road transport and 9·7 per cent being allocated
for other transport.
The fourth table gives the figures relating to local government outlays for 1984-85 and
reveals that Victorian shire councils are outlaying a significant proportion of their funds
on the road networks in the shires they serve, and it also demonstrates that the
Commonwealth and State governments gIve the country road network a low priority
because they have little interest or regard for what happens outside the metropolitan areas.
They do not appear to understand that the economic viability of this country depends
upon the transport system, and I include the rail system, because that seems to be continuing
to decline, like the road network. If we are to have economic viability, the road transport
system, which carries exports to the ports and imports into country regions, must be
maintained at the highest standard.
I bring this matter before Parliament because I am concerned to ensure that honourable
members consider the matter in its proper context. The motion is worthy of support.
There is unrest and concern in every shire in the State of Victoria about the maintenance
of the road network.
The various categories provided for in the transport budget under the Road Construction
Authority again demonstrate the point I have made about the government considering
only the metropolitan area. Urban arterial roads management will receive $194·7 million,
and with other allocations from trust funds and transport authority funds, the total will be
$202·7 million. Last~year, under the same program, the amount paid out was $185·583
million. That is an effective 9·2 per cent increase.
We hear a great deal about restraining cost increases to below the level of increases in
the consumer price index, and I support that, but the government should endeavour to
control inflation by not increasing charges in line with movements in the consumer price
index. The Minister for Transport has spoken about grain rail freights being held under
increases in the consumer price index in the past two y'ears. The government is fuelling
inflation; it is supporting inflation. It is hoping that it WIll continue to rise.
The rural arterial roads management figures show an increase of only 5·3 per cent, from
$112 million last year to $118 million this year. This year's allocation for local roads
management is $73 million. Last year the allocation was $78-5 million, a decline of7 per
cent. Again, this markedly emphasises the point I have made, that country municipalities
are considered second-rate cousins in the three tiers of government.
This is not good enough if we are to have an equal society and if we are to maintain a
strong country community. Too often the government tells us how good the manufacturing
industry will be, yet we are still trading at a deficit. There is an export-import imbalance,
but for the past five years under Federal and State Labor governments we have been told
how good the manufacturing sector will be and that it will solve our economic problems.
Rural areas have been supporting the country as strongly as ever, as have mineral
exports. Those industries need adequate and proper transport facilities to move
commodities out of the country and to bring back imported components.
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A letter from Mr Haynes, the Shire Secretary of the Shire of Birchip-which is not in
my electorate but is in the southern Mallee, about 200 miles from Melbourne-was
addressed to my colleague in another place, the Honourable K. I. M. Wright, and states:
Dear Ken.
Re: ROAD FUNDING
In reply to your letter of February 12, the following table should provide the funding information you
requested:
R.C.A. Allocations
Main Roads

1984-85

1986-87

1985-86

$

$

$

313 900

246 900

190 200

That sounds pretty good! There has been a good steady increase from 1984 to 1986.
I turn now to allocations for local roads. In 1984-85 local roads were allocated $184 400;
in 1985-86, $182 200; and, in 1986-87, $170 400. It can be seen that the reverse is taking
place and municipal local road programs are not being supported by either the Federal or
State governments. Those were last year's figures.
As I have said, there has been a further decline in the local road allocation by this
government of 7 per cent; from $78·5 million to $73 million. When that news filters
through to the municipalities they will again see the problems facing them. The Federal
and State governments need to wake up to themselves if they are serious about maintaining
the inland structure of the road system in Victoria and Australia. During the past 200
years the road system has proved vital in the country, and Australia's viability has been
heavily dependent on country Victoria. This is worthy of consideration as the bicentennial
year looms.
In the past five years, we have seen a marked decline in that emphasis. With a socialist
Federal government and a socialist State government, little or no regard is being shown
for what is happening outside the metropolitan area. Both the State and Federal
governments need to be alerted, as I am alerting them today in Parliament, that there is a
basic need in country Australia for adequate road and rail networks.
I emphasise that we have seen railway lines close and roads fall into decline. At the
same time we have seen enormous amounts of money being taken from motorists and
transport companies through business franchises, estimated at $49 million at the State
level, as well as fuel excise and other Federal taxes, amounting to $7 billion. Motor
registration fees, drivers' licence fees and traffic infringement fines represent revenue to
the Commonwealth and State consolidated revenue. Yet there is not a proper or adequate
flow of funds into country Australia.
I was so concerned about the situation that I moved the motion, which warrants
support, and I hope members on the government side and members of both opposition
parties, when receiving requests from municipalities, take up those requests with the
Premier, the Minister for Transport, the Prime Minister and the Federal Minister for
Transport and Communications.
The people in the municipalities must be shown that this matter is of vital and real
concern. The government must realise that it must maintain an adequate road network to
service ratepayers and the transport system in Australia so that produce vital to the
viability of the country's economy can be moved efficiently and flow into and out of the
country.
I ask honourable members on both sides of the House to support the motion.

Mr ROPER (Minister for Transport)-It would be fair to say at the beginning that
never has there been such Commonwealth and State government commitment to road
funding as there is now.
Honourable members interjecting.
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Mr ROPER-Members of the National Party may like to listen. In 1980-81 the
Commonwealth government provided $126 million for roads and, in 1981-82-the last
year of the Fraser government-the Commonwealth government provided $137 million
for road funds. This year the Commonwealth government will provide $254 million for
road funds, That is 100 per cent more than the amount made available by the
Commonwealth government only six years ago.
In a similar vein, the State government has been consistently increasing funds for roads.
During'the past four years, from 1984 to 1988, the amount of money from State sources
for road funding increased from- $278 million in 1984-85 to $349 mill~on this financial
year, an increase of$71 million, or more than 25 per cent, over those three Budgets.
The facts of the matter are that there will always be greater road funding needs, as seen
by local government and by others, than there will be funds to pay for those needs. Ifwe
were still allocating funds on the basis of the last few years of the Fraser government, we
would be much worse off this financial year. Having said that, I also point out that the
State government is concerned at the level of funds it receives from Canberra, both in
Quantum-the overall amount of money available for road works in Australia-and also
the percentage of those road funds that flow to Victoria.
I have just received a letter from Mr Peter Duncan, the Federal Minister for Land
Transport and Infrastructure Support, which suggests that this financial year there-will be
only $244 million available to this State for roads. The government is extremely concerned
that there appears to have been a reduction of almost $10 million 'in the national road
funds available for roads in Victoria. In other words, there will have to be cuts in the
proposed programs for the Hume Freeway, the Western Highway, and Princes Highway
east-three vital roads in this State.
If the Commonwealth does not change its decision-and I certainly hope it will-there
will be a cut of more than $6 million in road funds available for the Hume Freeway this
year. The Glenrowan bypass will have to be delayed. There will be significant delays on
the Euroa bypass, and there will be serious delays on the Bowser-Chiltern duplication.
There will also be delays in the final sealing of the Benalla bypass, the Winton bypass, the
Barnawartha-Wodonga bypass and the Beveridge-Broadford asphalt resurfacing programs.
Work on large sections of the Hume Freeway duplication will almost cease in the second
half of this financial year because it is costly to reduce existing contracts. Many contracts
on this vital national road simply will not proceed. The same could occur on both the
Western Highway and the Princes Highway east.
I am so concerned at this unfortunate news from the Federal government that I have
already discussed the matter with the Federal Minister for Land Transport and
Infrastructure Support and I have written to him pointing out the effects this would have
on Victoria. Not the least of those effects will be the loss of between 100 and 200 jobs in
the road construction industry. That would affect particularly areas such as Benalla and
Wangaratta where so many major jobs are currently under way.
The government has asked the Commonwealth government to reconsider its position
and to direct unallocated funds to Victoria so that the $10 million reduction in road funds
from the Commonwealth does not proceed. The government wants to finish work on the
Hume Highway both for economic reasons, as it is the main road link between Sydney
and Melbourne with many significant cities and towns situated along it, and for road
safety reasons.
As honourable members will be aware, sections of the Hume Highway, such as that at
Euroa, are deathtraps because of the high level of traffic and the high speeds at which so
much of the traffic moves. The government believes the Commonwealth government
must allocate additional resources from its unallocated funds for the completion of the
highway. I hope the Federal government will be prepared to consider that reallocation of
funds.
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Despite the bleating of the National Party, the government is concerned not only about
Quantum but also about the percentage of funds that come to this State. For years,
members of the then Country Party, now the National Party, were responsible for the
Federal transport portfolio, and they used that position to direct funds to Queensland,
Western Australia and the Northern Territory. If honourable members visit Perth or
Brisbane, they will see the many roads that National Party transport Ministers built using
Victorian funds. The funds were not spent in the country areas but in the major cities.
Some of the highways and freeways in Queensland and Western Australia could Quite
properly be known as, for example, the Bolte Highway and the Cain Freeway because
Victorian money was used to build them.
I seek leave to incorporate in Hansard a table outlining road funding over the past four
years. The Speaker has approved my request.

Leave was granted, and the table was as/allows:
ROAD FUNDING 1984-88
This table sets out the road funding situation for the past four years and demonstrates the importance placed
on roads by the Cain government. The increase of State road funds of 6·4 per cent for 1987-88 is much greater
than the overall capital increase of 4·6 per cent.

84-85

85-86

86-87

87-88

$ million in dollars of the day

State
Federal

278
249

322
254

328
254

349
254**

$ million in 1987-88 dollar terms

State
Federal

341
305

369*
291

351
272

349
254**

(ABRD
ALTP)

&

Total funds
Percentage of funds from State
sources

527

576

582

52·8 per cent

55·9 per cent

56·4 per cent

603
57·9 per cent

*.Special allocation to make up for Federal reductions.

** Budget estimates only final

Federal allocation still to be determined.

Mr ROPER-The table emphasises the importance placed on roads by the Cain
government. The increase this financial year in State road funds of 6·4 per cent is far
greater than the overall capital increase of 4·6 per cent. Over the four years included in the
table, State funds in dollars of the day have increased from $278 million to $349 million
while Federal government funds have increased from $249 million to $254 million-an
increase of only $5 million.

In 1987-88 dollar terms, Victoria is contributing more this financial year than it was
contributing four years ago. It is not contributing as much as it did in 1985-86 when it
was able to make up the shortfall in the Commonwealth allocation. That is no longer
possible. The table also demonstrates that the percentage of funds from State sources has
increased from 52·8 per cent in 1984-85 to 57·9 per cent in 1987-88.
Victoria has maintained its road funding as a percentage of State outlays. The importance
of road expenditure has not been downgraded. Recently, a publication issued by the
Municipal Association of Victoria suggested that State outlays for road funding had been
reduced. The association has now admitted that errors were made in the publication.
I seek leave to incorporate in Hansard a table setting out total Federal and State
government outlays for 1983-84 to 1987-88.
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Leave was granted, and the table was as follows:
ROAD EXPENDITURE AS A PERCENTAGE OF
TOT AL STATE OUTLAYS

Year

1983-84
1984-85
1985-86
1986-87
1987-88

Total
(Federal and
State)
Road
Expenditure
to State Outlays

State Sourced
Road
Expenditure (I)
To State Outlays

6·1

3·2

6·0

3·1

5·9
5·6
5·4

3·3
3·1
3·1

(1) Excludes West Gate Bridge, Road Construction
Authority financing charges and agency works.
A231-M802

Mr ROPER-Road maintenance has been recognised as an issue by the Federal Minister
for Land Transport and Infrastructure Support who, under the Australian Bicentennial
Road Development Program legislation, must provide an annual report indicating whether
States are continuing their activities in real terms. The last letter I received from the then
Minister, the Honourable Peter Morris, showed that Victoria was more than $50 million
ahead on maintaining State road funding in real terms compared with the position when
the Australian Bicentennial Road Development Program legislation was introduced.
The honourable member for Lowan referred to the large investment of country shires
in road construction activities. He mentioned what was supposed to be a public forum in
Horsham that turned out to be an organised public demonstration at which some $5
million worth of road equipment was present. If that equipment had been used to work
on roads on that day, more than 25 kilometres of road would have been properly graded
and prepared.
Road equipment should be better utilised by city and country shires. The Road
Construction Authority is completing discussions with a group of country and city councils
to get them to combine their efforts both in terms of manpower and equipment in order
to maximise road activities that occur in those areas. A number of engineers are particularly
receptive to that idea. Situations have arisen where one shire that has a piece of equipment
will not make it available to a neighbouring shire even if it is not being used. In cooperation
with the Road Construction Authority and local government, the government is seeking
to maximise the resources that can be allocated to roads.
An important decision made in the recent Federal election campaign was to continue
Australian Bicentennial Road Development Program funding. If that decision had not
been made, the road program in this State would have been in a most serious position. As
I have pointed out to local councils, the Commonwealth government receives a progressive
benefit through the road development program.
The present Federal government has not changed the original Commonwealth legislation
allowing that to occur. The 2 per cent made available for road funding is not indexed for
road funding but, rather, is indexed for revenues to the Commonwealth government. The
current system has benefited the Commonwealth government to the tune of$542 million
while it has disadvantaged the State government by some $115 million. Over the next five
years, the benefits to the Commonwealth government through the Australian Bicentennial
Road Development Program will continue to increase.
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In 1993-94, when the second section of the program is due to finish, the Commonwealth
government will be receiving as much through ind~xation as the States will receive in road
funds. That has been pointed out to the Federal government as it was to both the Liberal
and National parties during the recent Federal election campaign. There was a unanimity
of purpose among our Federal colleagues when they decided to keep the money for the
Commonwealth government and not allocate it to the ~tat~s for road funding.
The government ensured that it wrote to all parties to obtain their views and it received
no comfort,from any of them. At least they told the government what they would dothey would do nothing!
Therefore, significant sums that should go to all States for road funding are not being
channelled into those areas. The government is concerned not only about the amount of
road funds but also about the way in which that funding comes to the State. I mentioned
before that fot years the then Federal Country Party Minister for Transport, Mr Nixon,
had ensured that Victorian motorists paid for roads In other States.
Two years ago, the Minister for Roads in New South Wales, the Honourable Laurie
Brereton, and I managed to persuade the then Federal Minister for Transport, the
Honourable Peter Morris, that there should be an examipation of the respective shares of
State road funding. Mr Morri~ then asked the former Commonwealth statistician, Mr
Cameron, to compile a report. The result of that report is significant. It was demonstrated
absolutely that Victoria had a call on road funds that it had not previously received. The
report dem&1strated in terms of Australian Land Transport Program grants, that Victoria
received $39.20 a head compared with $71 a head for Western Australia.
In terms of per thousand vehicle kilometres, Victoria received $4.91 compared with
Western Australia's $7.94; in terms of per vehicle, Victoria received $68.20 compared
with $118.30 for Western Australia. In terms of overall expenditure, Victoria received
only 19·8 pet cent of Australian Land Transport Program grants compared with 24 per
cent of fuel excise and oil levy payments. That clearly demonstrates the problems that
have been allowed to build up over all those years by Liberal Party and National Party
governments in Canberra.
Now th~<iecislon of the Federal Minister is to increase the proportion of funds to this
State for roads and over time the proportion will increase significantly. I hope all honourable
members support the efforts being made by local and State governments to increase the
proportion of road funds for Victoria because the funding affects not only arterial roads
but also roads carrying significant levels of traffic that are not declared as national roads
whereas similar roads in other States are classified as national roads.
It is all very well for the Queensland Minister for Main Roads, the Honourable Russ
Hinze, to talk about the needs of Queensland, as he does with some vigour. We are talking
about the needs of Victoria. The Calder Highway to Bendigo and further north carries far
more traffic than almost every national road in Queensland, and yet those Queensland
roads received Federal funds.
In a similar way, even comparatively small roads such as the road linking Maryborough
and Castlemaine carry far more traffic than most of the roads declared as national roads
and funded by the Federal government; and that is leaving aside those roads I mentioned
that are being cut back, such as the Hume Freeway.
The Federal government has seen the logic of that position and, judging from the
response of the Honourable Russ Hinze to these matters, Queensland clearly sees that
justice will begin to be done to the State of Victoria.
There is a tendency-and it has been exhibited by the National Party in other Statesto want to build roads from nowhere to nowhere else. Obviously those thin strips of
bitumen which run between nowhere and nowhere else and which have traditionally been
funded are less important than many of the rural and urban arterial roadworks required
in Victoria. Local roads in Victoria carry more traffic than is carried by national roads in
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other parts of Australia. It is our view-and I hope it is the view of the Victorian branches
of the National Party and the Liberal Party-that Victoria should receive a far better deal
in national road funding than it has traditionally received. I understand that members of
the National Party support that view and I hope their Federal colleagues will support it
also.
.
The Cameron report has already started to shift resources to Victoria-only in a small
way in the beginning, but increasingly that funding will be of assistance, particularly for
our urban and rural arterial roads.
In the past two years the government has completed the METRAS report on urban
roads in Melbourne, which is a landmark in terms of road planning. It has been strongly
supported by the great majority of Melbourne municipalities. It was regarded so highly
that country municipalities would like a similar exercise to be carried out in country
municipalities, and I assure them that the Road Construction Authority has developed a
forward road program for country municipalities that will ensure the continued upgrading
of major arterial roads such as the Calder Highway, the Western Highway and the Great
Ocean Road.
I look forward to attending the opening of the upgraded Great Ocean Road that has
been funded by the Ministry of Transport in the past two years. I am delighted that the
Victorian government is spending significant sums on that road, which services the
electorate of the honourable member for Warrnambool. Similarly, the government is
ensuring that significant sums are spent. in the electorate of the honourable member for
Lowan on the Dimboola bypass. Although a Ballarat Liberal Party member suggested it
would be easier to move Dimboola than build a bypass, the government considers that
road to be important.
Many other major country roadworks are proceeding, for instance, on the Mornington
Peninsula; and the Gisborne bypass on the Calder Highway is well under way. One
problem the government has is that local governments do not necessarily spend the funds
allocated to them. Although this is certainly not a Statewide picture, some municipalities
are particularly bad at spending their allocations.
To illustrate the problem, I mention the City of Knox. It has received significant
allocations over the past three years but has been unable to spend them, and that has
robbed other municipalities of funds while at the same time depriving the citizens ofK.nox
of many of the roadworks to which, on any needs basis, they are entitled.
For the benefit of honourable members, I mention some of those figures. In 1984-85
the City of Knox was allocated approximately $2·47 million and spent $1·7 million, or
only 70 per cent of the allocation. The biggest underexpenditure was of Australian
Bicentennial Road Development Program grants where 36 per cent of the allocation was
not expended.
The following year the City of Knox's allocation was doubled and it received $4·89
million. The Knox City Council spent only $2·47 million, 70 per cent of that allocation.
Although it spent 100 per cent of its allocation on unclassified roads, it spent only 64 per
cent of the funds allocated under the Australian Bicentennial Road Development Program.
In 1986-87 the council was allocated $4·29 million, of which it spent only $2·8 million,
65 per cent. Therefore, of the $11·6 million allocated to the City of Knox over the past
three years, it has spent only 69 per cent on actual road expenditure.
I am disturbed by these figures when they come to my notice because the government
must then find other councils that are able quickly to come forward with new proposals.
Last year we were helped out by the Shire of Bass, which presented a number of proposals
that assisted in ensuring that Victoria's full allocation under the Australian Bicentennial
Road Development Program was expended. This pattern of underexpenditure has meant
that we have a large catch-up entitlement from the Commonwealth. That represents
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money not spent in the first two years of the Australian Bicentennial Road Development
Program, which should and must come to Victoria in accordance with the Act.
Under the Australian Bicentennial Road Development Program and the Australian
Land Transport Program, Victoria now has an entitlement for reimbursement from the
Federal Government of $23 million that was allocated to Victoria but unspent in the
earlier years. That is a problem which, I am pleased to say, has been largely overcome as a
result of work carried out by the government, the Municipal Association of Victoria and
the Local Government Engineers Association of Victoria.
However, the underexpenditure by local government, particularly in the first two years,
has left us with this legacy and we now have to persuade the Commonwealth government
to make available the $23 million. That is a substantial sum which we now believe we are
entitled to receive from our Federal colleagues.
As I said, most local government engineers and municipalities now fully comprehend
the need to ensure that their allocations are appropriately spent, so the situation in the
past two years has been significantly improved.
The honourable member for Lowan discussed the development of the Canac system
and the way in which that places additional burdens on the roads. The government has
provided special impact funds for roadworks, all of which have been distributed to country
municipalities.
It would be fair to say that the vast majority of the funds from the additional tonnage
licence fees currently being collected will also be provided to country municipalities,
because the extra road usage will occur in country Victoria. The government looks forward
to working with local government, particularly in country Victoria, in ensuring that those
funds are so expended. The honourable member for Lowan obviously did not comprehend
what I said this morning, that the Treasurer had agreed that those funds would be made
available for the country and city areas where road damage occurred directly as a result of
the additional tonnages that were carried on those roads.
It is intended that a table be included in the Road Construction Authority's annual
report to Parliament that will set out how much is collected by way of this charge and how
that revenue is spent.·

The purpose of the program now under way in this State is to develop particularly the
arterial road network-that is vital for the economic activities of this State-and to
provide additional assistance to municipalities to maintain their local roads.
However, limited funds are available and choices have to be made. At present, three
major works that are using up a large proportion of the State's road funds are being
completed: the West Gate Freeway, which is an essential roadwork; the C3 arterial road
linking the Mulgrave and South Eastern freeways-where a void existed in 1982, a
significantly upgraded arterial road is now being built at a cost of$l 00 million and will be
opened next year; and the Barwon River bridge, which has been talked about for many
years.
In terms of both the Metropolitan Arterial Road Access Study-METRAS-and the
Road Construction Authority forward program, upgrading of the Western Highway, the
Calder Highway, the Princes Highway east, the Princes Highway west and roads in the
Gippsland area will also continue. The work being carried out will ensure that an equitable
expenditure of road funds occurs across the various road categories and that funds are
provided in areas of greatest need.
The Victorian government currently has a difference of opinion with its Federal
colleagues. It is hoped that that difference will be overcome as a result of negotiations.
Over the past five years this government has made a tremendous effort to ensure that
Victoria's road system is not only maintained but also improved. Therefore, the government
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rejects the motion, and it looks forward to continuing to provide what everyone in Victoria
and many in other parts of Australia say is the best road system in the country.
Mr BROWN (Gippsland West)-One can assume only that the Minister for Transport
has recenlly visited not only the casino but also the snow, because in the last half-hour he
has attempted to perpetrate the biggest snow job that honourable members have heard
this session.
If the Minister's remarks were taken as gospel, one would be led to believe that all is
sweetness and light in the area of road funding in this State. The reality is that roads are
breaking up throughout Victoria. We are going backwards not only in road funding but
also in road maintenance and construction, both major and minor.
It is a fact that roads in the outlying areas of rural Victoria in particular are being
returned t.o gravel, having been bituminised in years gone by. This has been done by and
under the control of a government that promised to "do it better". The Labor Party asked
for a mandate from the Victorian electorate and received it twice on the basis that it would
.. do it better".

I shall outline to the House, as did the honourable member for Lowan in this speech,
some of the realities about the singular problem of the lack of road funding in this State.
There is a spirit of goodwill among all municipalities to work hand in hand with the
government to achieve better roads. There is an undoubted capacity among the local
government staff and with the plant they have on hand-which they either own in their
own right or which they can hire from private contractors-to achieve that aim. The only
impediment to Victorians getting an adequate, decent and safe road network is the small
amount of money that governments are prepared to contribute. It is a matter of priorities.
Honourable members know that this government's No. 1 priority is public transport. It
is prepared to squander hundreds of millions of dollars annually in defence of its beloved
public transport. It is well known that only some 15 per cent of Victorians use public
transport regularly-that is, fifteen people out of every 100; 85 per cent of people in this
State use a motor vehicle as their primary means of conveyance.
Therefore, if one is considering putting in place policies to look after the majority of
Victorians, logically there should be a shift in the government's emphasis from public
transport to roads. That is beyond question. Yet, the government continues-as I shall
demonstrate during this debate-to give by far the highest priority to public transport,
even to the extent of retaining 1633 surplus staff on the payroll who, on the admission of
the Minister himself, are not required.
That is not a reasonable priority. If the government dismissed those surplus employees,
it could save millions of dollars a year. It would be a much better proposition to put that
money into road maintenance.
Victoria has the densest road network in Australia. Its density of 69 kilometres of road
for each 100 square kilometres is more than double that of the next State. Victoria and
New South Wales have a density of 26 persons per kilometre of road, and that is a much
greater density than the other States have. The same applies in the ownership of motor
vehicles: Victorians have the equal highest number of registered motor vehicles per
kilometre. Victoria has 14·9 motor vehicles per kilometre of road compared with the
.
all-State average of 11·1.
The average traffic volumes by road category indicate that Victorian traffic volumes are
far above those of the other States. There is an average of 55 00 vehicles per day on national
highways in Victoria, which is the highest in Australia. There is an average of 1400 vehicles
a day on other rural arterial roads, which is second only to the Australian Capital Territory
figures. Urban arterial roads are another area where Victoria has the second highest traffic
volume in Australia.
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. The impediment to better roads in Victoria is the level of road funding. My colleague,
the honourable member for Mornington, who will be the next Minister for Local
Government, is aware of this problem because of the numerous representations he has
recei ved from Victorian councils. He and I regularly meet on this problem of the lack of
road funding. We have made it one of our highest priorities since we have both received
so many representations.
Road funding is available from a number of sources and the Commonwealth and State
governments are pre-eminent. However, funding is also derived directly from the coffers
oflocal government ratepayers. I shall quote the percentage outlay of the respective forms
of government in Australia.
Mr Cooper-This will be embarrassing!
Mr BROWN-It will be highly embarrassin~. The Minister has already spelt out a
scenario of a dramatic improvement in road fundIng under Labor governments in Victoria.
When the Minister was a member of the Opposition, he used to castigate the then Prime
Minister, the Right Honourable Malcolm Fraser, because of his unpreparedness to do the
right thing by Victoria. Although the interest of the honourable gentleman at that time
was primarily the health portfolio, he used to get stuck into Malcolm Fraser because the
Federal government provided insufficient money for the general upkeep of facilities,
including roads, in Victoria.
What has happened under the present Prime Minister, the man who wants to privatise
anything that walks, talks and breathes in this nation, something he said he would never
do? I shall provide the House with the truth about what the Commonwealth government
has done since the Victorian Minister for Transport and his predecessor have been in
office.
In 1983-84 the percentage of Budget outlay for road funding was 2·1 per cent. That is
not infinitesimal but it is very small. In 1984-85 it was reduced to 1·9 per cent; in 1985-86
it was reduced to 1·8 per cent; and in 1986-87 it was reduced yet again to 1·7 per cent.
Mr Cooper-That was not under a Labor government!
Mr BROWN-Yes, a Labor government that promised not only to increase money for
roads but also to give a higher priority to roads. That promise has not been honoured. The
Federal government has given roads a much lower priority every year since 1983.
I repeat: in 1983-84 2·1 per cent of the total outlay was allocated to roads, but that
allocation is now only 1·7 per cent and falling.
What is the position with local government? Although local government is under financial
strain, it has attempted to preserve the proportion of funding for roads. For most
municipalities it is not a matter of what new roads can be built because the construction
of new roads is virtually impossible. Local government is really living on a hand to mouth
basis with the State and Federal governments making inadequate funds available for road
funding. However, local government has kept its end up with respect to its contributions
over the years.
In 1982-83 the percentage of local government budget outlay across Victoria was 24·6
per cent; in 1983-84 it was reduced slightly to 23·8 per cent; in 1984-85 it was 22·4 per
cent, and remains at about that level. Local government has kept its percentage of total
road funds at that level, and that is a good yardstick for a priority.
If a person had $100 five years ago and spent $10 on roads but now has $200 and spends
only $15 on roads, the importance of road funding has been reduced. The Federal
government has slightly reduced its priority and local government has kept it on a par,
despite having severe budgetary restraints forced on it by the Federal and State
governments.
Mr Cooper-What has the State government done?
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Mr BROWN-One may well ask. If one believes the "sweetness and light" speech of
the Minister today, one must assume that the position has improved. The Minister
attempted to persuade the House that there had been a dramatic increase in priority for
Victorian roads. I shall demonstrate the government's priority on funding for roads from
day one. In the Labor government's first financial year-1983-84-9 per cent of its total
Budget outlay was expended on roads, and that is commendable.
Mr ROPER (Minister for Transport)-On a point of order, Mr Acting Speaker, can the
honourable member for Gippsland West provide the source of the document from which
he is Quoting? I suspect it is the Municipal Association of Victoria document which the
association itself admitted is incorrect.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Kirkwood)-0rder! Is the honourable member prepared
to name the document from which he is reading?
Mr BROWN (Gippsland West)-Certainly, Mr Acting Speaker. It is A Guide to Road
Funding in Victoria published by the Municipal Association of Victoria in February 1987.
The document was challenged by the government and it was wrong in only one aspect.
The generality from which I am Quoting is spot on;' and the Minister knows it. The
honourable gentleman is embarrassed and does not want me to read it into the public
record.
The Minister for Transport and his predecessor have allowed the government's road
funding priority to be downgraded by reducing the allocation for roads. There are mistakes
in some areas of the document, but not in the sections from which I have Quoted so far
and not in sections that I am about to Quote to the House.
In 1984-85 the ,percentage of Budget outlay allocated to road funding was reduced to
8·6 per cent; in 1985-86 it was reduced further to 5·9 per cent.
Mr Cooper-Tnat is almost 3 per cent.
Mr BROWN-It is unbelievable but true. In 1986-87 the percentage of Budget outlay
that the government untruthfully claimed has increased in percentage terms was reduced
again to the dramatically low figure of 5· 3 per cent.
In other words, when the government attained office nearly 10 per cent of the State
Budget was being expended on roads. Today, that figure isjust over 5 per cent of the State
Budget. The government has cut its priorities in terms of absolute dollars available for
funding of roads by almost half. That is the fact of the matter and must be clearly
understood by those avid readers of Hansard.
With regard to priority, the government continually displays an anti-rural bias. When
the Premier was challenged on this matter last year he said, "I am not too perturbed about
the seats we hold in the bush; we have only three or four anyway".
Priority one for the government is expending the miniscule amount of money it has
made available for roa9s in the Melbourne metropolitan area. The Opposition does not
begrudge that money being spent in the metropolitan area because that area needs those
funds. However, the government has denied rural Victoria any reasonable allocation that
should have been made available.
A Quick scan of the rural press shows headlines such as: "Roads unsafe and falling
apart"; "Road $ fight begins"; "Road jobs axed"; "Roads crunch"; "Roads to ruin";
""Declare roads unsafe call".
Mr Micallef-What paper was that?
Mr BROWN-That was in the Warragul Gazette of 3 June 1987-a reputable paper.
Another headline was, ""Road funding cuts "will reduce jobs' ". That headed a story by
John Hine, a fairly well-respected State political reporter. That statement is accurate; road
funding cuts will reduce jobs.
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Mr Roper interjected.
Mr BROWN-I shall come to the Minister's press releases in a moment. Other headlines
I came across in the press were: "Grave concern over cuts in road funding"; 44Road funding
in crisis" and 44Roads unsafe and falling apart" -that is a fact.
The government has levelled a tirade of abuse against the Commonwealth government
on road funding. The Minister for Transport has been pre-eminent in that and he touched
on this in the debate and in some of his own media statements.
However, one should consider the reality of expenditure in dollar terms on roads both
State and Federally. In 1982-83, State funds were $218 million; in 1983-84, $234 million;
in 1984-85, $238 million; in 1985-86, $243 million. That was an average change of 9 per
cent for each financial year.
The Federal sources for road funds in Victoria over the same period were: in 1982-83,
$168 million; in 1983-84, $229 million; in 1984-85, $250 million and in 1985-86, $253
million. That is an average change of 18 per cent per annum.
Although the State government has increased money for roads in absolute dollar terms,
it is not keeping pace with inflation over the full period and has averaged only 9 per cent,
whereas the Federal government has doubled that contribution on a comparative basis.
Yet the Minister for Transport has the audacity to talk about the actions of the former
Liberal government.
The Minister released a press statement on 9 July titled, "Transport chaos under Howard"
which states:
John Howard's policies would mean the end of the road for every State's transport systems, the Transport
Minister, Mr Tom Roper, said today ... In short, as far as transport is concerned, Mr Howard's way is most
emphatically the wrong way, he said...Thisjust goes to show how far out of touch with reality John Howard is.
Many of my colleagues here have already taken tough decisions to reduce employment and make savings within
the public transport systems.

That is a scandalous statement to make, that tough decisions have already been taken in
the public transport system. I have a document in my hand that shows the Minister for
Transport stated today that Victoria has 1633 staff too many and that he cannot allow
them to stay on the public payroll. I do not know how the Minister can hold up his head.
Mr Micallef interjected.
Mr BROWN-No, the Liberal Party would not sack one of them. What it would do
would be not to replace those who retire or leave of their own volition. It is as simple as
that.
When the Liberal government was in office, the number of transport employees in the
public work force was reduced by 4000 in seven years at no cost. In contrast, the government
has reduced the work forae in public transport by approximately 2000 at a cost of $138· 3
million and it is borrowing tens of millions of dollars again this year for the same purpose.
That is an outrage and the government knows it.
I now quote other press releases to show what the present Minister for Transport has to
say about his Federal colleagues. The first of those press releases was on 19 June 1986 and
states:
The Federal Government has not only reduced its total road allocation in real terms but has also cut Victoria's
share of the road funds distributed to all the States.

In another press release headed, 44Commonwealth roads funds slashed", the Minister for
Transport stated:
The Federal Government's decision to slash Victoria's road funds will mean that road construction programs
will need to be dramatically changed.
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He went on to be publicly critical of his counterpart in Canberra. This is the bloke that
said, ··Get rid of Malcolm Fraser and his team because we will give decent priorities to
roads". The Minister for Transport goes even further with his next press release, which is
headed, "State Ministers criticise Federal road funding":
Two State Transport Ministers today strongly criticised the Federal Minister for Transport, Mr Peter Morris,
for depriving motorists of valuable road funds because of Federal bureaucratic empire building.

Those remarks were made by the Minister for Transport and the then Minister for Roadsalso with the portfolio of public works and ports-in New South Wales. Here is an open
admission by the present regime that its system stinks. It stinks much worse -than that for
which the government castigated the former Liberal government. The government has
reduced demonstrably its priority for roads in favour of public transport.
I shall quote another media statement that highlights the typically anti-rural bias of the
government. This media statement is headed, ·'Victoria seeks better deal on roads" and
states:
Transport Minister, Mr Tom Roper, said today Victorians contributed 25 per cent of the total road funds
collected Australia-wide, but got a return ofless than 20 per cent.

The House should understand this next sentence:
He said Victoria would argue that funding for heavily trafficked roads should have priority over long lengths
ofinfrequentIy used road in remote areas.

In clear and precise terms, the Minister is saying that we should not worry about rural
Victoria, that more funds should be sunk into the metropolitan area. That was an admission
by the present Minister for Transport and that was the reason for his motivation.
One should examine the figures for road use as against public transport. It is important
that people are able to commute to work. The figures show that only 13 per cent of
commuters use public transport, 5 per cent walk, and 78 per cent of Victorians use their
car to get to work.
Those figures reveal the priority that road funding should demand. The figures also
show that 5 per cent of Victorians use public transport for shoppin~ trips, while 81 per
cent use private cars. Public transport is used by 23 per cent ofVictonans to take children
to school, while 36 per cent take their children to school by private car. It is demonstrably
clear that priority should be given to the maintenance of public roads, because the vast
majority of people use public roads and not trains, trams and buses.
The price of petrol in Victoria is 12 cents a litre, plus tax. Petrol companies receive only
12 cents a litre; the balance is collected by Federal and State governments. Governments
of all description are returning less and less of the fuel imposts they are collecting for road
funding. The proportion of revenue collected by the Federal government from imposts on
fuel and returned to. various authorities for road funding has reduced over the past decade
from 44 per cent to 17 per cent. That is a dramatic reduction.
One could go on at length to talk about the cost to Victoria in the loss of jobs through
the government's unpreparedness to provide adequate road funding. Many people have
lost their employment as a result of the downturn in the amount in real terms made
available for road funding.
The South Gippsland Highway was to be finished by 1988, but major roadworks have
stopped. No work is being carried out on that highway. The Moorooduc bypass is in a
similar position. The government makes promises and commences with various projects,
but between the Mulgrave and South Eastern freeways, the work stops. The arterial linkthe Clayton's freeway-with four sets of traffic lights, is in danger of winding down because
ofa lack of Federal assistance. Subcontractors working on the Greensborough bypass have
been informed that work will be wound down and no work will be available after Christmas.
Local government is aware of the problems and has directed the Minister's attention to
them. The Local Government Engineers Association of Victoria has alerted the Minister
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to the problems; but all he does is have his colleagues pull down the signs that were put
up.
It is scandalous that the government, contrary to the promises that it has given, is
reducing the priority to road funding. That is clearly on the record and it is up to all
Victorians to understand the real situation.
Mr WALLACE (Gippsland South)-The Minister for Transport, in replying to the
motion moved by the honourable member for Lowan, did not mention tourist roads,
which are of great importance to the nation. The government is continually telling the
House how important tourism is for Victoria and Australia. Tourist roads are falling into
disrepair)~nd the government is doing nothing to help maintain or improve them. The
Great Ocean Road is an excellent example of a road that is f~lling into disrepair.
The government has been in power for six years and has had the opportunity of doing
something about the scandalous situation, but it is waiting until the dying stages of its
reign. Mountain roads have been built at an enormous cost, but the government is not
contributing to their maintenance. Why is that? Local councils have to contribute towards
their maintenance, and the government is admitting it cannot do anything about it.
The Minister for Transport wrote a letter to municipalities throughout Victoria on 20
August 1987 advising municipalities about road funding for 1987-88-1 have personally
written to the Minister on many occasions requesting a meeting with him but nothing
happens-and stating, in part:
I well understand the uncertainty late decisions cause in the operation of what are major capital and maintenance
programs. I understand particularly because I still do not know what Victoria's, let alone individual category or
council, Commonwealth grant will be this year.

Why does the Minister not know? The Minister is good at propaganda about the public
transport system. Perhaps the Minister should tell the people of Victoria, through fullpage advertisements in newspapers, that the Commonwealth government is not prepared
to provide additional funds.
Revenue from motor registration fees for 1982-83 was approximately $105 million.
Revenue collected under section 7A fees of the Motor Car Act was approximately $43
million and revenue from the registration surcharge was approximately $5 million. The
total for that financial year was approximately $159 million. In 1983-84 the figures were
similar and in 1984-85 the total amount collected from those three sources was
approximately $165 million. However, country people are continually being let down
because of the amount allocated for road funding. They have no opportunity of using
public transport.
.
The Minister mentioned the collection of machinery at a Horsham protest rally and
referred to the amount of roadmaking those machines could do. The reason why the
machines were at that rally was to show the devastating situation occurring in country
Victoria because local government did not have the money to operate the machines.

In accordance with Sessional Orders, the debate was interrupted.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Fogarty)-Order! I shall resume the chair at 2 p.m.
Government Business will take precedence and the honourable member will receive the
call when the matter is once again before the House.
The sitting was suspended at 1 p.m. until 2.3 p.m.

VICTORIAN ARTS CENTRE (DEBT TRANSFER) BILL
Mr MATHEWS (Minister for the Arts)-I move:
That this Bill be now read a second time.

In the 1986-87 State Budget, the Treasurer, the Honourable R. A. Jolly, MLA, announced
this government's debt centralisation policy which will bring about the progressive
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reduction in the interest costs of the Budget sector. Subsequently, the government enacted
the Transport (Amendment) Act which centralised part of the debt of the Budget sector
transport authorities with the Victorian Public Authorities Finance Agency.
The Victorian Arts Centre Trust's indebtedness at 1 September this year was
approximately $79·2 million and the trust is currently meeting the interest payments,
estimated in excess of $11·5 million in 1987-88, through the annual works and services
appropriations in the State Budget.
The purpose of this Bill is to transfer the Victorian Arts Centre Trust's long term debt,
consisting oflong term loans and car-park debentures, to the Victorian Public Authorities
Finance Agency. In addition, the debt of the trust owed to the Victorian Public Authorities
Finance Agency, in the form of promissory notes and long term loans, will be extinguished.
Simultaneously, the debt will be converted to government equity in the books of account
of the trust.
The debt of the Victorian Public Authorities Finance Agency will then be serviced direct
from Budget appropriations and managed more efficiently as part of the total public sector
debt.
As previously mentioned, part of the Victorian Arts Centre Trust's long term debt to be
centralised by this Bill consists of long term loans and car-park debentures. Unlike the
long term loans which are guaranteed by the government of Victoria, the car-park
debentures issued to secure borrowings from the State Insurance Office are not guaranteed.
The Bill, therefore, provides that on the date of centralisation, the car-park debentures
will be guaranteed by the government of Victoria. In turn, the Bill provides that any
moneys required to fulfil these guarantees will be appropriated from the Consolidated
Fund.
Finally, the Bill allows the trust to continue to be able to obtain short term financial
accommodation for cash management and liquidity purposes.
I commend the Bill to the House.
On the motion of Mr CROZIER (Portland), the debate was adjourned.
It was ordered that the debate be adjourned until Thursday, September 24.

ROAD SAFETY (AMENDMENT) BILL
Mr ROPER (Minister for Transport)-I move:
That this Bill be now read a second time.

In March this year the culpable drivin~ trial of a driver with a blood alcohol level well in
excess of 0·05 was aborted on the baSIS of a technical defence developed around a legal
argument as to who took the blood sample and who was entitled to take such blood
samples. I am aware of a number of cases pending where this particular legal argument
could be applied.
The government proposes to amend the Road Safety Act to close this loophole in the
area of compulsory blood testing and to improve some administrative procedures.
It is indeed distressing to find that drunken drivers can contrive to escape proper justice,
not through disputation of the blood alcohol content but through argument over which
doctor was entitled to take the blood sample.

In one incident, a speeding driver with a blood alcohol level of 0·198 killed one person
and seriously injured another two people. In another case, a driver with a blood alcohol
level of 0·152 had a head-on collision seriously injuring four people and killing one. Both
these drivers would not be charged, would not be found guilty and would not be sentenced.
Such a legal loophole cannot continue to exist. For this reason, the government proposes
to amend the Road Safety Act.
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The main purpose of the Bill is to prevent such technical defences relating to comeulsory
blood testing of motor accident victims. The Bill enables the doctor first responsible for
the examination or treatment of the person to take the sample personally or to have
another doctor take the sample. This ensures that there is no interference with the patient's
medical treatment.
It requires the courts to presume that the sample was taken by the first treating doctor
in any case where the doctor taking the sample honestly and reasonably believes that the
sample was required to be taken. In other words, the courts are not to be concerned over
which doctor took the sample. It will apply to samples taken before as well as after the
changes come into force.

I am most concerned that deviant drivers should not escape the proper course of justice
on a technicality. I know of at least four culpable driving cases currently awaiting trial
where the accused is alleged to have a blood alcohol content at least three times the legal
limit. In all of these cases people have been killed and injured. The Bill will ensure that
legal argument over which doctor took their blood sample is irrelevant in such cases. The
primary concerns are that hospital staff are able to devote their efforts to patient care and
also that drunken drivers do not get off on a technicality.
The wording of this section of the Road Safety Act was taken directly from the Motor
Car Act where it had existed since 1974. For this reason the changes will apply to samples
already taken, preventing the decision from the aborted trial being used in cases yet to be
heard.
The Bill will also allow blood samples taken outside Victoria to be used, provided they
were taken under the laws governing that particular State. For example, in New South
Wales, nurses can take blood samples of Victorian motor accident victims. Currently,
Victorian law will not allow those New South Wales results to be admissible evidence in
this State.
The Bill makes it clear that information about blood samples can be given to the Road
Traffic Authority for vital accident research purposes.
The Bill not only deals with blood alcohol but also takes into account two other important
areas-overloading of trucks and owner onus for offences detected by speed and red light
cameras. The Bill proposes an amendment to the Road Safety Act providing increased
penalties for serious overloading offences.
This government has recently introduced a system allowing truck owners to obtain a
permit so they can carry excess loads to a specified limit, providing they meet the costs of
road damage. Increasing the penalties for serious overloading offences will also help pay
for the damage trucks do to the road system rather than the money having to be found by
the taxpayers in general.
The Bill also extends the sunset clause for the photographic detection device provisions
from 14 March 1988 to 31 December 1988. Under these provisions, owner onus applies
where a motorist is detected by a speed or red light camera. Photographic detection devices
have been found to be extremely efficient in that they enable police resources to be used
over a much wider area of road safety enforcement. Owner onus has resulted in a significant
reduction in the unit cost of processing red light and spee<;ling offences.
However, the road safety benefits of these provisions can be comprehensively assessed
only with a full two years' operational data. The extension is proposed to enable a detailed
report based on a full two years' experience to be completed for submission to Parliament
and for debate on its contents, before permanent legislation is proposed.
The Bill also clarifies a number of aspects of the Act and streamlines some administrative
procedures. For example, in several sections of the Act, the courts are empowered to
cancel drivers' licences but no mention is made of learner permits. These provisions are
being clarified by inserting references to permits.
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The processes involved in immediate suspension oflicences where blood alcohol content
exceeds 0·15 per cent have been simplified. The Bill allows any officer to serve the
suspension notice after the charge has been laid and the licence must be surrendered to
the officer delivering the notice. Currently the suspension notice must be served by the
officer who makes the charge, which is too restrictive.
The Bill makes it clear that a court must deduct any period of immediate licence
suspension that has already been served from the mandatory minimum disqualification
period.
As the purpose of the zero blood alcohol requirement is to suppress the hi~ accident
risk associated with a combination of driving experience and alcohol, the BIll makes it
clear that a learner driver who already has a full licence for other purposes is not subject
to the zero blood alcohol content requirement.
A $25 ceiling currently applies for parkin~ offences in municipal parking areas and
various councils have complained that the ceIling is too low. The Bill enables the ceiling
to be fixed in future by regulations.
The changes encompassed by the Bill will ensure that the requirements of the Road
Safety Act and regulations apply equitably and efficiently for the benefit of all Victorians.
I commend the Bill to the House.
On the motion ofMr BROWN (Gippsland West), the debate was adjourned.
It was ordered that the debate be adjourned until Thursday, September 24.

APPROPRIATION (1987-88, No. 1) BILL AND WORKS AND
SERVICES (ANCILLARY PROVISIONS No. 2) BILL
The debates (adjourned from the previous day) on the motions ofMr Jolly (Treasurer)
for the second reading of these Bills were resumed.
Mr WALLACE (Gippsland South)-I support the comments already made by members
of the National Party. The Budget, which was brought down about four weeks ago, is the
sixth of the Treasurer. Each year the Treasurer appears to be getting deeper into trouble,
to the extent that he is selling off more and more obtainable assets; he appears to be having
difficulty in making ends meet.
He is increasingly applying pressure on many departments to cut back expenditure in
many areas, one of which concerns me, namely, tourism. Tourism is important to the
economy of the State and the nation. As I read the Budget Papers, I noted that the
government is looking to the international horizon for the next three years, but is
overlookin~ many of the immediate needs in surrounding areas. The Budget contains
many provIsions for a special campaign to attract international tourists.
The promotion of Victoria within the State and within Australia is geared towards the
bicentenary. No doubt, many attractions will arise during the bicentenary year; it is a
national event but it should not be considered as a competition between the States.
Victoria and many other States have a role to play in the celebrations, but it should be in
association with the Federal government, not in any other way. It is unfair to promote
Victoria through the Federal government.
Honourable members should be examining the State Budget. The tourism marketing
assessment plans produced under the State government's regional tourist strategy last
financial year encompassed many areas, such as the Gippsland Lakes, goldfields, wineries,
high mountain regions, the River Murray, the southern ocean, the Grampians and
Melbourne.
Producing plans and only talking about them will not assist; the government must act
and continue to promote tourism-it should put its money where its mouth is! It is all
Session 1987-29
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very well to have grand plans for international resorts and for vast improvements in
public facilities as announced last year for the Gippsland Lakes, but the Budget provided
only $2 million to complete other tourist plans and only $3 million for the project under
the tourism strategy.
Capital expenditure on major projects during the past year has been minimal. The Coal
Creek Historical Park at Korumburra was the only place in Gippsland to rate a mention
in the Budget; it shared $350 000 with a number of other historical projects throughout
the State.
The government talks about expenditure on major projects but there is no evidence of
it coordinating major projects or getting large private enterprise projects off the ground. It
is important that private enterprise be given all the necessary incentives, namely, finance,
planning and development. If business is given an incentive to employ, and employees
are given an incentive to work, this State and the nation will prosper. Those incentives
have not been made available.
I remind the government of the importance of the Gippsland region, an area about
which I know much. It encompasses Phillip Island, Wilson's Promontory, the south
Gippsland oilfields and the resources of the Latrobe Valley.
There are many tourist attractions for people travelling through the wonderful areas of
Gippsland, particularly in areas where resources, like gas and oil, are located. The State
Electricity Commission has an outstanding display in the area, which should be promoted
more than it is at present.
Although I was pleased when the government announced its commitrnent to providing
more accommodation, camping grounds and walking tracks in the Wilson's Promontory
area, funding for that commitment will be the responsibility of someone else. Local
communities voluntarily provide their support, their time and their efforts; the government
should commit the funds, especially when it continually stresses how important tourism
is to the State.
Country Victoria is subsidising the metropolitan areas in many ways. The most obvious
is the price paid for fuel. It is all very well to make cheap fuel available in the metropolitan
areas where there is plenty of public transport, but, unfortunately, country areas do not
have adequate public transport. Fuel is a most expensive item for country people. The
government should seriously consider addressing that imbalance.
The National Party has continually made representations to oil companies; even as late
as last Wednesday, the National Party held discussions with some oil companies. The
government must accept responsibility for ensuring that something is done in the near
future about the hi~ cost offuel in country areas. Without guidance from the government,
the people responSIble will not take the necessary steps to change the situation.
Aquiculture in Gippsland has become an important addition to rural-based industries.
It is a developing industry. In association with Chinese fishing experts, the Marine Science
Laboratories are conducting investigations into prawn farming. Field trials have been
carried out on native flat oysters.
Another developing industry in Gippsland is squid fishing. An item in the Marine
Fisheries News of December 1986 states:
Two Port Albert fishermen have recently received a grant from the Commonwealth Fishing Industry Research
Trust Account ... to investigate the commercial viability of squid fishing from Victorian ports. This follows
assistance from the Fisheries Division over the past twelve months to equip their 17 metre shark fishing boat
"Pamanell" with automatic squid fishing gear. The fishermen, La) Robinson and Les Simmons....

Those fishermen have helped to develop the squid industry, which had not really got off
the ground until they were prepared to make an effort to develop it.
Safcol Holdings Ltd in South Australia is also interested in the squid industry and has
imported a lot of new equipment to continue the development of this type offishing. The
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Fisheries Division purchased some equipment for squid fishing from Safcol Holdings Ltd
and made it available to Lal Robinson and Les Simmons, who have spent approximately
two years developing this industry. Now, when they appear to be getting on top of the new
industry and making improvements, the Fisheries Division has decided to withdraw the
equipment. This will make it extremely difficult for those fishermen to continue in the
industry.
People who do not know much about squid fishing probably will not know that this part
of the fishing industry is developing quickly. The squid are fished at night and huge lights
light up an area of approximately 40 square miles. The sight is magnificent. The data on
this industry was compiled by Japanese fishermen who were in the area last year.
The Pamanell is an impressive boat and is used alongside the Gumlea! These boats are
properly fitted out and if the equipment owned by the Fisheries Division is withdrawn, it
will be difficult for the boats to remain viable. Last year the Pamanell caught approximately
24 000 kilograms of squid and the Gumlea! caught approximately 10 000 kilograms.
Aquiculture projects are important to Gippsland. This year $730000 has been allocated
to them. I urge the government to allocate more funds to assist the industry to remain
viable and to continue to develop.
During the past twelve months the dairy industry has recovered considerably as a result
of the hard work of the United Dairyfarmers of Victoria and others involved in the
industry. The dairy industry could again be in difficulties if the dispute over interstate
marketing of milk is not resolved. This dispute has the potential to seriously harm the
dairy industry. I ask the Minister for Agriculture and Rural Affairs in another place to
address this dispute quickly. If he does not do so, the industry might slump again and it
might take a long time for it to recover.
In his contribution, the Leader of the National Party spoke about the woodchip industry,
which represents $120 million in exports and $12 million in royalties to the government.
The timber industry is extremely important to the economy of the State and this year the
recurrent expenditure in this area will more than double to $3·1 million compared with
$1·5 million that were allocated last year.
Farm forestry, hardwood and softwood plantations will be added to the timber products
industry and will be given special attention this year. The government should be mindful
of severely rationalising the timber industry because, if certain areas are to be closed to
the timber industry in future, many jobs will be lost. I urge the Minister for Conservation,
Forests and Lands in another place to address these problems posthaste. If the Minister
does not act quickly, it might be too late, and many people will leave the industry and the
areas. The timber industry strategy needs to be considered carefully.
Decentralisation assistance is being scaled down to $22 million this year compared with
$29 million last year.
Industry support is being targeted to boost the export market but too little attention is
being paid to traditional local manufacturers and service industries, which are the backbone
of the country.
Payroll tax exemption levels have been increased from $250 000 to $300000, which
will be of considerable benefit to small firms with up to fifteen employees. Yet, payroll tax
remains the largest single revenue item for the government. The total amount collected
will not be decreased this year as a result of the concessions that have been made; the
amount will be increased. The government will collect more than $1·3 billion from
employers in the next year compared with $1·25 billion collected in the past twelve
months.
Of course, charges to businesses and households are also rising dramatically. Stamp
duty is paid almost every time one signs a piece of paper, which causes severe problems
for many people. That will net approximately a 9 per cent increase.
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The Financial Institutions Duty, a tax on the financial transactions of businesses and
families, will net another 14 per cent; brown coal royalties will rise by more than 20 per
cent; the public authority divIdend imposed on the State Electricity Commission will rise
by one-third to more than $92. million. The government has generously reduced the
dIvidends payable by the Grain Elevators Board and the State Bank of Victoria. Who pays
these taxes? The taxpayers are continually being hit. This is a farce.
The tax on dividends placed on the State Insurance Office has been increased to $17
million, compared with $475000 last year. That is an enormous increase. It is time the
general public took note of what is happening. These charges will result in higher operating
costs in industry, which will affect the living standards of families. The general public are
the ones who must pay.
Undoubtedly, Victoria has performed well in the national economy over the past years,
but the government's taxation performance is running faster than the economy. The
Treasurer has said that this is a good Budget and that Victoria is in a healthy financial
state; if that were the case our debts would be under control.
The debt charges to be paid by the government this ,ear have increased by a massive
14·4 per cent to $1·16 billion. ThIS follows an increase 0 13 per cent last year. Both figures
are heading towards double the inflation rate, which is why the high payroll tax is needed.
It can be said that Victorian industry is paying more than $1 billion a year in employment
tax to meet the charges on the government debt.
The debt figure is expected to decline as a percentage of non-farm production, but that
is no consolation. It will reach $22-74 million next year. To give that perspective, that is
one-tenth of the trade deficit of the United States of America. Honourable members
should consider how big we are compared with the United States. That is a large figure.
Foreign debt, at $1·15 bIllion, is also extremely high.
What is the answer? The Treasurer will continue to speed up the fire sale of our assets.
More of our assets will be sold off. The government is selling off the farm to the tune of
$200 million in the next year and in a few years there will be nothing left to underwrite the
debt. Individuals and families usually work on the principle that one owns one's major
asset and keeps it as one's backstop.
Mr McCutcheon interjected.
Mr WALLACE-It is all very well for the Minister for Water Resources to interject,
but honourable members saw what happ'ened with the Thomson river dam. We have still
not recovered from that and we never WIll. The Minister is not aware of what is happening.
He is the Minister for many things but he is not the Minister for what we want. I have
land tax figures that the House will find interesting. A gentleman from Sale who owns
some property paid land tax of $422 in 1984-85. In 1985-86 he paid $298-his tax
dropped; he could not believe it. In 1987 his fee was $251. However, he then received a
reassessed account for $4300. This is an absolute disgrace! It does not finish there. Within
two weeks he received an amended account that increased the amount to be paid by
another $2000. He did not know what to do. The next morning he went to the post office
and found there was another account for him. The department had made another mistake
and that account was for an additional $97. So far as land tax is concerned, the government
cannot get it right! People do not mind paying a fair tax but they certainly do not want to
be held to ransom. This is an absolute disgrace!
The Ministry of Transport is also a disgrace; I have nothing but contempt for the
Minister. He has been heartless in his handling of the sale of railway land because there
are 9000 tenants on railway land who are prepared to pay fair prices for that land. A fair
price would be that assessed by the Valuer-General. We employ a Valuer-General in this
State to assess these sorts of prices, and those tenants would be prepared to pay those
prices.
What happens? The Minister is not prepared to accept those things. He wants to make
his own rules, and that is not fair.
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If one wants private enterprise and any development in this State and in this nation,
one must provide incentives for people to work and to provide employment. The
government is cutting off all these things and it is not fair for that to continue.

Expenditure in the agricultural and rural sector is increasing significantly, but I am
concerned that revenue from Crown lands has increased by 21 per cent to $15 million.
Fees and charges for services provided by the Department of Agriculture and Rural Affairs
will increase by more than 23 per cent to $14·6 million. Unfortunately the Treasurer is not
here to correct the figures, ifhe wanted to. The figures have come from his own papers.
I say to the general public: remember what is happening in 1987, but remember more
particularly in 1988 because, in late 1988 or early 1989, there will be an election. The
people of Victoria will not continue to put up with this unfairness. All that they want is a
fair go and the government is not giving it to them.
The new plant quarantine building at the Keith Turnbull Research Institute at Frankston
will be completed next year. This is an asset to research into the biological control of
noxious weeds, including ragwort and blackberries. In view of the major problems being
experienced with ragwort and blackberries in south Gippsland, it will not be enough to sit
back and say that the people adjacent to the roads are going to have to continue to do all
the things required to control those weeds.
It is time we looked very carefully at just where we are going, because time is running
out rapidly. This nation has an opportunity to develop, and all that is needed is some
guidance from government, whether it is the present government or governments of the
future.
It is worth highlighting the fact that incentives are the most important thing one can
give people-incentives to work and incentives to provide employment. It is time the
government addressed those problems, as other governments in this nation have, and I
look to Queensland for that.

Mrs SETCHES (Ringwood)-I support the Bills before the House relating to the State
Budget. I commend the Treasurer for his foresight and competence in compiling a very
good Budget. It is the best Budget presented over the five years of the Labor government's
term of office.
The honourable member for Gippsland South takes my breath away in suggesting that
we look to Queensland for a better model than Victoria. He could not put forward a worse
model for economic revival or economic expansion. There are many speeches recorded in
Hansard about the dreadful economy and administration in that State.
I agree with the honourable member for Gippsland South when he says that Victoria's
economy is running ahead of the national economy. Victoria has provided a powerhouse
of economic revival following the recession experienced in this State and across Australia
in 1982, 1983 and 1984. I am pleased that the people of Victoria are getting the benefit of
that economic revival.
The honourable member for Gippsland South said that the best thing the government
can do is to provide incentives for employment and incentives to work. Victoria's incentives
have been successful because for the 50th month in a row it has had the lowest
unemployment rate in Australia.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mrs SETCHES-Queensland has a high unemployment rate when compared with
Victoria's unemployment rate. It is not surprising, with the sort of administration it has!
In the past year there has been a 28 per cent increase in real terms in private business
investment in Victoria. That is a test of what is happening in Victoria. Regardless of
whether the private sector is willing to invest to that degree, the government has created
the necessary climate.
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The government has also provided incentives for young people to be employed. We all
remember the difficulty of a couple of years ago regarding youth unemployment. There
has been an increase in the employment of young people in Victoria and a reduction in
youth unemployment which is reflected in the slow drop in unemployment rates in that
age group. In the past year, there has been an increase of 67 000 jobs in Victoria, which is
almost half the national average number of increased jobs.
.
I turn to specific aspects of the State Budget. Again, I commend the Treasurer for his
ability to present a humane and cost-effective package. The health budget is one of the
three largest areas of expenditure. In 1987-88 it 'is expected that expenditure will be $2·5
billion, an increase of 8·4 per cent over the expenditure in 1986-87.
When one is spending so much money every year one must have key objectives. The
key objectives for the expenditure of that $2·5 billion in the health budget are: increased
access to acute public hospital services; expanded community and home based health
services; preventative medicine; an improvement in general community health services;
and, improved management accountability of health services.
In 1987-88, there will be a 7·1 per cent increase to a projected $1·86 billion expenditure
on public hospitals. There has been an increase in throughput in our large public hospitals,
which has been reflected in shorter waiting times. In June the average waiting time for
elective surgery was one month and 29 days. Elective admissions were up to 12000 a
month in the months since June this year. There has been an increase in throughput and
the n~mber of elective operations undertaken in our public hospital system.
To implement those changes there has been an increase of $7 million in the joint
Commonwealth-State programs which provide specific funds for public hospitals to reduce
waiting times and waiting lists. This joint program will run over two years and help to
reduce those waiting times even further.
In relation to wider health services, the government has made a commitment to close
Willsmere Hospital in Kew. That institution was built more than 100 years ago and in the
past 90 years nine recommendations of closure have been made. This government will
close the hospital and provide increased psychiatric community-based services for a small
increase in the overall psychiatric budget. This year there is an increase of $2 million in
the Budget specifically to allow for the closing of the Willsmere Hospital. Some $2·2
million has been allocated to provide increased psychiatric services, and seventeen
programs will receive new or additional funding.
In the electorate I represent, Halcyon, a community-based psychiatric service that offers
a range of programs for people suffering from psychiatric illnesses who have recently left
institutions to live in the community, has grown and it is providing an important service
in the outer-eastern suburbs. Through the expansion of programs for psychiatric services,
outpatient contacts provided by State services' will increase by 28 per cent from 420 000
to 540000. That will be achieved by the combined efforts of new initiatives and the
closure of Wills mere Hospital. It is one of the great projects undertaken by the government
and it is at the heart of social justice. The government believes in providing services where
people live rather than lumping people into institutions, such as Willsmere Hospital.
The government has provided funds for the successful relocation to Clayton of the
Queen Victoria Medical Centre-formerly the Queen Victoria Hospital-which now forms
part of the Monash Medical Centre. The centre provides 436 beds and the' total capital
cost of the relocation is $138 million. The relocation of the then Queen Victoria Hospital
was promised by a Liberal government in 1961, and this government has finally made it
happen. The government is now looking to the next stage, which is the relocation to
Clayton and Moorabbin of Prince Henry's Hospital. The Budget provides $3 million for
the preparation of that move. Construction of the 165-bed Maribymong Medical Centre
at Sunshine will begin shortly and the Budget allocates $17 million for that purpose. The
estimated total cost of the project is $67 million.
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I am pleased that the expansion of the Maroondah Hospital is to go ahead. The hospital
currently has 112 beds and it is expected that $13 million will be spent on works and
services at the hospital during the current financial year. Forty workers are currently at
the site carrying out ground works and constructing car parks, and there will soon be 140
people on the site to construct the hospital. The expansion of the hospital will include the
provision of more beds, new operating theatres, new pathology and ophthamology services,
new staff dining rooms and general wards and a redeveloped casualty area. After the
expansion, the hospital will provide 218 beds, 25 of which will be used for psychiatric
purposes. That is part of the redevelopment of Wills mere Hospital.
The Budget provides funds for hospital equipment. A State-Federal project allocates
$80000 for the provision of ultrasound equipment used to detect cancer. Previously,
patients in the outer-eastern suburbs have been directed to other services for ultrasound
treatment to detect the presence of cancer.
The Federal-State program of home and community care has been one of the most
successful and relevant programs for the community. In 1987-88, funding for the program
has increased by $4·96 million. The program provides home help, meals on wheels,
handyperson programs, home nursing and day-care centres. The program assists people
to stay in their homes close to their families and friends; it enables them to live normally.
I am pleased that the Budget allocates $375 ODD-which will increase to $500000 in a
full year-for the support and accommodation program. All honourable members know
the good work undertaken by the honourable member for Chelsea Province in the other
place, the Honourable M. J. Sandon, through the Ministerial review into special
accommodation houses. The review has shown the need for government intervention and
funding in this area, and I am pleased that this will be undertaken.
Another incredible effort of the government has been the provision throughout Victoria
of geriatric assessment teams. The program was introduced only in 1985 and already it
covers up to 80 per cent of the State. The teams assess aged and infirm people and decide
what level of care, such as hostel, extended or nursing home, they require. They also
decide what level of services, such as speech or occupational therapy, are necessary.
I am pleased that the proposed Ringwood-Croydon community-based nursin~ home
has moved a step closer towards becomin& a reality. In the last financial year fundlng was
provided for a feasibility study into placlng the facility on land owned by Maroondah
Hospital. The study is now completed and the design and document stage has now been
reached.
Extremely good work is being done by a community-based group into the feasibility and
need for a Ringwood-Croydon community health centre. The centre will probably be
located in Croydon because the Maroondah Social Health Centre is situated in Ringwood.
I commend the people working on that project because it is necessary. There are few
community health services in the outer-eastern suburbs; one is situated at Box Hill, the
Maroondah Social Health Centre is in Rin~wood and the only other health centre in the
area is in Sherbrooke. Health centres are thm on the ground in the outer-eastern suburbs,
and I am pleased that a group is working to put forward a submission requesting another
health centre.
I do a lot of work with housing problems around Ringwood. Prior to 1982 virtually no
public housing was available in the outer-eastern region. I have tried to address the needs
of people who, because of their economic position, require public accommodation.
I am pleased that the Outer-Eastern Regional Housing Council and the Maroondah
Regional Accommodation Services have been doing a wonderful job in providing a range
of services for tenants and homeowners in the area. I am also pleased that a branch of the
Ministry of Housing has been opened in the Ringwood district. That will relieve my
electorate office of a lot of work, and it will also provide a service to those tenants who
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have had to use the telephone to contact the Ministry or attend the regional office on the
other side of town.
The Rin~wood-Croydon Rental Housing Co-operative is going from strength to strength.
It has receIved funding in the past and that will continue. The cooperative examines the

effectiveness of the services of the Ministry of Housing. The cooperative has been effective
in helping people to purchase or rent houses, and I hope that its work in the Ringwood
area will proceed unimpeded.
I am pleased that the program for a number of Statewide regional and local housing
groups is to continue, such as the Maroondah Regional Accommodation Service and the
Outer Eastern Regional Housing Council.
All in all, $4·6 million has been provided for those services and I am pleased that they
will continue. Probably no program has been more effective than the Special Purpose
Construction Program, which includes the Pensioner Unit and 'Development Program. In
1986-87, the Ministry of Housing handed over 502 units. Back in 1982 only 200 units
were handed over and it is pleasing to see the increased involvement of local government
and church bodies in providing the land so that under the joint program, State and Federal
housing authorities can construct units on those sites.
I am especially keen about the support provided by St Paul's Anglican Church in
Ringwood, which has donated land in Warrandyte Road, Ringwood, to the Ministry of
Housing for the construction of thirteen units. They will proceed to tender in October so
that the waiting list compiled by the church will be shortened as quickly as possible. St.
Paul's Anglican Church is to be commended for its far-sighted attitude in transferring this
land. Land has also been transferred by local government authorities, particularly in
Ringwood and Croydon, and I understand that the local councils in both of these areas
are investigating additional land to be transferred to the Ministry for the construction of
pensioner housing.
In relation to the spot purchase of houses and special purpose construction, a range of
housing units are nearing completion in the Ringwood area, and I note quite a large
development in New Street of about 22 units that are almost ready for handing over. That
will be of enormous benefit in the Ringwood area.
I have been involved in the Outer East Group Apprenticeship Scheme and the Affirmative
Action Program, attached to the Outer East Municipalities Association, which was
examining ways of improving job opportunities for women and young girls in nontraditional trades. In the last Budget the Minister for Labour saw fit to fund this program
on a two-year basis. The program also attracted Federal government funds, making it a
joint Federal-State responsibility. It has been reformed from the Outer Eastern Affirmative
Action Program into Affirmative Action in Training, which has Statewide responsibilities
for increasing job opportunities for women in group apprenticeship schemes throughout
Victoria.
In that time, the combined efforts in group apprenticeship schemes of Judy McNamara,
who is the officer attached to Affirmative Action in Training, and Theresa Corcoran have
increased the number of young people entering non-traditional trades through group
apprenticeship schemes. That number has doubled in the past twelve months and now
nearly 50 young women out of approximately 1480 participants in the training scheme are
working. That number was less than twenty a year ago.
I should also like to comment on the impact of the Budget on families in the Ringwood
electorate, particularly on families with young children at school in the five to fifteen-yearold age group. My research shows that from the postcode areas making up the electorate
of Ringwood-that is, Ringwood, Kilsyth, East Ringwood, Croydon, Bayswater North
and Ringwood North-there is potential for 15 000 families to receive the education
expense allowance on 1 January next year. This means $60 a child between five and fifteen
years of age, and that has to be paid directly to the family on the same basis as
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Commonwealth family allowances, so a significant number of families will receive a cash
benefit at the beginning of the next school year.
The education maintenance allowance has been increased from $11· 7 million in the full
school year, with the provision of 50 per cent to secondary school students, something
which has not previously been the case. That will help famihes in economic difficulties.
In relation to the Croydon Special Developmental School, both the honourable member
for Warrandyte and I have made strenuous representations and are pleased to say that
that school will be relocated and redeveloped in Belmont Road, South Croydon. It will
provide new accommodation for 60 students, and that was badly needed. The existing
Croydon Special Developmental School was in such disrepair with inappropriate space
that only relocation could improve the position. In this full year, that will cost $1·729
million.
The 1987-88 Budget allocates $256 million for capital works which will include
improvements to school and T AFE colleges. Of that amount, $164 million will be spent
on capital works for schools, which will include finishing off the work presently under way
at Norwood High School, where the administration and classroom areas needed upgrading.
Those extensions should be finished by the end of the year.
I am extremely pleased by the reduction in motor registration fees of an average of 40
per cent for private A class vehicles, and there is the potential for a real reduction of $25
for people who live in the outer-eastern region and rely on not only one but sometimes
two cars to reach their place of employment. That is notwithstanding the real expansion
of public transport in the outer-eastern region. The number of bus services has increased,
not only during the day but up to 8 p.m. in the Ringwood neighbourhood and more
increases are mooted because an extra $1·5 million has been allowed for increased bus
services; and some of those services will affect the Ringwood electorate.
I should also like to comment on the increase in the community service allocation of
9·5 per cent overall from 1986-87 to 1987-88. This means that really wonderful programs
such as child-care services are available for the community. Since 1984, 99 child-care
centres have been completed or are planned. It has been a massive program, providing an
increase in child-care facilities of 3535 places or a 31·8 per cent increase since 1984.
I hear interjections from the Opposition asking how much of it is Commonwealth
money. One might also ask how much of it is local government money, because local
government usually provides the sites for these child-care places. The State and Federal
governments provide the money for capital requirements and the Federal government
provides the money for the recurrent costs and fee relief. Therefore, I am pleased that it
will continue to expand.
One program dear to my heart and to the hearts of all women is in the area of
neighbourhood houses. They will receive a boost in two areas this year with an additional
$1 million being allocated to that program as well as an increase in the joint
Commonwealth-State and family support programs.
Last year 36 neighbourhood houses received funding through the program and an
additional 39 houses have now received support through the joint Commonwealth-State
Family Support Program. Also, 103 neighbourhood houses received funds through various
programs operated by Community Services Victoria.
The additional funds will enable an enormous increase to be made in the number of
neighbourhood houses throughout Victoria. I am pleased that that will occur, because
neighbourhood houses are a significant area of community development, particularly for
women.
The range of programs undertaken in neighbourhood houses is staggering; one never
knows what one will see when one walks through the door! Activities such as leadlight
making, childbirth and health programs are undertaken. One can even undertake a return
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to electronics studies and telematics classes which are hooked up with perhaps three other
community houses via telephones.
All the work in neighbourhood houses is positive. It is wonderful for furthering
development, and increasing the confidence of women and their participation in activities
outside the home. I congratulate the government on the expansion of that program.
An additional $500000 will be allocated for the foster care program to cover increases
in payments to foster parents. The government has increased the payments because foster
parents do a tremendous job. The increases will come into effect from 1 January next year
and will create a climate for encouraging more parents to take into their homes young
children and young people who would normally be placed in institutions. I am pleased
that that program has received a boost in funding in the Budget.
It is extremely encouraging that the networking of child protection services has been
coml'leted with the last two regions coming under the Statewide umbrella. The Budget
will provide an allocation of$176 000 in a full year. We have come a long way since the
Children's Protection Society had the legislative and statutory responsibility for the
protection of young people in Victoria, and the expansion has been welcomed.

I am pleased that this Budget represents a watershed in the development of social justice.
It recognises the very real pressures placed on families and provides for economic growth
in this State. The government will continue to provide the climate for economic growth. I
commend to the House both the Works and Services (Ancillary Provisions No. 2) Bill and
the Appropriation (1987-88, No. 1) Bill.
Dr WELLS (Dromana)-When compared with the remarks of the honourable member
for Ringwood, my contribution to the debate will illustrate very clearly the enormous gulf
that exists between the Opposition and the government in the interpretation of this
Budget. I am so staggered by the differences that it seems very difficult to try to reconcile
them at all.

The 1987-88 Budget of the Cain government ignores the real needs of the people, and I
hope to establish a basis for that comment. The Opposition's calculations show that an
average family is $45 a week worse off in real buying terms than it was when the Cain
government came to office.
The government's social justice strategy is hoist with its own petard by a continuing
failure to produce results in terms of services.
The Budget is an intensely human document: the debate begins with rather mundane
prose and figures representing money, but the moment that the Budget is translated into
law, it represents the hopes, needs and aspirations of every person in Victoria. The need
for health care for the aged, the need for stability of families, the need for vocations for
young people and, indeed, much that will be needed by the next generation, are involved
in the construction of the annual Budget.
It is easy in a Budget to clothe a government program in statistics and generalities so as
to compliment the government and yet, in the process, to ignore the true state and needs
of the people. It is for that reason that I suggest the Budget has an element of deviousness
and incompetence in its construction and presentation. The condition of the people in
Victoria is not good; it is not as the government claims.

The Budget is complex and honourable members who have spoken previously have
attested to the difficulty of analysing it and nailing down basic parameters, such as the
total amount of interest paid in the past year or that predicted for the year ahead.
I have listened carefully to the debate. In all seriousness, it is my opinion that a real
degree of intellectual dishonesty exists in this debate, which is unworthy of this Parliament.
The Opposition and the government are far apart in real meaning.
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There is even a degree of cover-up in the figures presented by the government. It is high
time the Parliament of Victoria agreed upon a set of definitions, terms and CO(iditions for
the construction and outline of the annual Budget. There is a need for the whole of the
calculations then to be fully computerised and available for all members of Parliament;
that should inqlude not only information relating to on-Budget items, but also off-Budget
v
.
items.
The government has increased the amount of infbrmation made available in the annual
Budget, but it has not gone far enough. Honourable members on both sides df the House
waste far too much time arguing over interpretations of some particular matter which
arises from two different sets of parameters. Therefore, one can come up with justification
for what one may choose to say. For example, one party may say that there has been an
increase in employment in Victoria, and the other party may say that, nevertheless, there
is record unemployment.
. What tnatters.to an unemployed person? It is not that the average rate ofunempl~yme~t
In the State has Improved shghtly; what really matters to the person who IS unemployed IS
the fact that he is out of ajob. These sorts of obfuscations, deceptions and complications
are unworthy and unnecessary in this place if honourable members are really trying to
discharge their responsibility, which is to lead the people of Victoria in a democratic way
of life that is rewarding for them and sustaining for the generations to come. I believe we
are failing miserably in that regard.
It is true beyond doubt that this government has paid far too much attention to expanding
the bureaucracy and, through loose administration, allowing too much waste and not
considering the quality and quantity of the services available for all Victorians, not only
those in the metropohtan regions where the government may see its voter base, but also
throughout rural Victoria.
I challenge the Treasurer to prove that his administration has not resulted in a reduction
in services in agriculture, health, education, housing and transport-to mention the main
categories-right across Victoria.
The executive administration has grown inexorably. The provision of doctors, nurses,
hospital beds, outpatient services, teacher services, services to meet real education needs
and transport services has, in relative or absolute terms, been decreased.
That decrease is very real and damaging. When the Cain government came to officeand honourable members have heard this ad nauseam in this place-some 8000 people
were awaiting surgery. Today, the figure is at least 27 000.
Some 16 000 people were then on the housing waiting list. That figure has increased to
at least 32 000. Transport is losing $1000 million a year but the services are not significantly
better.
One may well ask whether this set of conditions has come about because the economic
cake has not expanded. That is clearly not the case. There have been higher taxation,
greater borrowings and increased spending by the government-much more than by any
former Victorian government. The Cain government has spent at least twice the inflation
rate since gaining office. It has taxed its citizens to the limit and Victoria has earned the
title as the highest taxed State in Australia. The government has borrowed to the limit and
almost doubled Victoria's capital borrowings over the past five years.
Statutory authorities have become additional taxing instruments in the hands of the
government. The State Electricity Commission of Victoria now spends 40 per cent more
on meeting its interest'bill and government contribution than it did four or five years ago.
Similarly, the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works payment has risen by 45 per
cent and the Gas and Fuel Corporation figure has arisen by 133 per cent.
The combination of interest bills and State taxes, or charges as the Treasurer calls them,
amounts to massive increases which these authorities are finding it difficult to meet.
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Although the State Electricity Commission had a $40 million surplus last year, it had to
borrow another $40 million to pay the $80 million public authority dividend demanded
by the government. It would not be so bad if the debt, which cannot be repaid, had been
incurred in the course of creating long-term permanent gain for Victoria.
Unfortunately that is not the case. Much of the money has been squandered by bad
management or because of inappropriate aims. The failure of services is apparent.
As an aside, Mr Acting Speaker, I advise media representatives that they also have a
responsibility to focus more squarely on the observatlOns that have been made by many
Opposition spokesmen. The fact that backbenchers make these observations and illustrate
them from examples in their electorates does not mean that they are not worthy of
reporting in the media.
The facts about human life are measured by daily living. We must go beyond cold hard
statistics, which may be manipulated to express something different from what they really
mean in daily living. I invite the media to report more fully the effects of the stewardship
of the Cain government.
It is beyond question that this is a ~overnment of bloated fat cats. One has only to
examine the opulent conditions of senlOr members of the Ministry of Education in the
Rialto building and contrast them with a small timber cottage that houses the T AFE
annexe in Rosebud. That cottage has not changed over the past seven years. One must ask
where has the government actually placed its priorities for the whole State?
A whole new structure of extremely well-paid officers in the Ministry of Transport are
too busy caring about their own futures and building castles rather than providing a service
to the public. Seven years ago the electorate of Dromana had one single and inappropriate
bus service. That service remains today, the only change being is that the fares have
increased.
One can summarise a large plank in this government's platform by observing that
approximately 65 cents in every $1 is spent by the government on Public Service salaries
and expenses. Almost half of all public sector employees hired in Australia over the past
three years have joined the Victorian government.
I challenge the government to demonstrate, apart from minor changes at the edges, that
the quality of life in Victoria has been improved commensurately with that increase in
Public Service staff.
The situation with health, housing and education is much the same in the Dromana
electorate and throughout most of Victoria. However, the government will be judged by
future ~enerations to have had an abysmal record and to have been a dangerous failure in
educatlOn. The classic socialisation of education overseen by the Cain government will be
shown to be the ultimate impoverishment of the community the Premier was elected to
serve and lead. The trust that has been destroyed either by incompetence or social
deviousness will prove to be most difficult to repair by the incoming anti-socialist
government.
I turn briefly to the economic strategy of the government, as I and many others see it.
The strategy amounts to a policy of gathering in as much as possible and spending it
loosely. The Cain governmenfs motto is: spend now and pay later; con the people as
much as possible. Certainly the government intends to confuse the situation as much as
possible and remain in government for as long as possible.
I shall list a range of instruments used by the government to fulfil that aim. The first
was to clean out the deposits in Ministries and departments, no matter whether they were
in trust funds or other areas, and to take even sums of less than $1 million and pay them
into the Consolidated Fund.
The second was to increase taxes, charges and fines wherever possible. The third was to
find new taxes.
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The fourth was to create additional taxing authorities such as the Gas and Fuel
Corporation, the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works and the State Electricity
Commission of Victoria.
Gambling was encouraged to increase revenue. Loans were taken up whenever and
wherever possible. Attempts were made to sell off properties that had been built up by
many generations. Trams were sold. Attempts were even made to sell off dams, but they
failed.
A massive sell-off of land and whatever else the government can lay its hand on is now
under way. Statutory authorities were required to pay an additional government dividend.
Perhaps the ultimate 'financial milch cow has now been identified after five years of Cain
government. I suggest in all seriousness that the most dangerous instrument the government
has developed for financing its profligate revenue gathering ways will prove to be the
Victorian Equity Trust. This may eventually be of great size and once launched it will be
used at the government's comfortable convenience so long as people can be persuaded to
invest in it.
In the same way that a good business requires a sound cash flow to be successful,
incompetent governments require a steady supply of surplus money to sustain their
spending habits. As with the drug addict, the habit must be maintained at any cost.
The ultimate cost of maintaining the Cain government's spending habit will be the
impoverishment of the people for generations to come. The proposal to establish the
Victorian Equity Trust is extremely devious. It is against the Australian Labor Part),:"s
policy of opposing privatisation. It attempts to skirt around the Australian Loan CouncIl's
borrowing limits by calling the shares equity, yet proposes to pay a dividend unrelated to
market forces.
The government says that it is a less expensive method of borrowing. Have honourable
members ever heard of someone getting something for nothing? Of course, they have not.
The trust may delay' the cost of paying for the funds borrowed or obtained by paying only
a limited interest bIll and by splitting off the capital component which must be paid later;
but who will pay for the capital component?
It may be cheaper for this government to do that but the capital component will
ultimately have to be met by future governments if the shares are redeemed. The
government claims it will pay a dividend on profits, but the enterprises involved are
basically unprofitable or, in normal accountancy terms, bankrupt.

The SEC and the Board of Works are not profitable enterprises, despite the government's
claims.
The government hides behind the illustration of the Alcoa smelter at Portland as the
main example to justify the Victorian Equity Trust. However, the smelter is controlled by
private enterprise-the government is a minority holder-and it is profitable. This proposal
depends upon a government controlled enterprise that has the track record of being
unprofitable.
The early release of shares in this trust will be taken up, ifby no-one else, by Australian
Labor Party controlled union superannuation funds. The milch cow will have been born:
spend now, pay later. Whenever half a billion dollars is needed to balance the books and
to sweeten things, especially before an election, the government goes slowly, slowly and
raises the money; a half a billion dollars now and a half a billion dollars next time around
is far better than taking $6 billion or $7 billion all at once. The proposal might be milked
out if it were taken all at once.
The government will be able to use this money slowly to help balance the books and
make thin~s look better before an election. I suggest that for the coming two or perhaps
three electIOns, the government will have an adequate milch cow to give it the assistance
it needs in seeking re-election. That provides the classic illustration of what the author,
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H.G. Wells, said when he commented that human history becomes more and more a ra~t;
between education and catastrophe.
The job of the Opposition will be to educate the people in Victoria before this catastrophe
occurs so that, when the community has the opportunity only once every four years to
make the government pay for its stewardship, they will know the full facts of the State's
economic mismanagement by the government and will vote accordingly, as will be
increasingly desperately necessary.
I turn to the government's policy on social justice and equity and relate that to the
situation in the electorate I represent. It is one of 88 illustrations, because there are 88
Assembly electorates in Victoria. This illustration shows what the government's economic
policy means when translated into real living terms. The Cain government has said much
about social justice, but the facts simply destroy its claims-performance fails against
rhetoric.
I stated earlier that the Budget is an intensely human document and that the government
has failed to meet the needs of the people.
Although there may be room for debate on all sides of the House about what the Budget
means or how far the government has gone, history will show that the broad brush pattern
established down the course of six annual Budgets is clear. In fact, it is crystal clear. The
summary of that pattern amounts to spend now, pay later; tell the people what you would
like to do but do not do it, do something else; con the people for as long as possible.

If those statements appear too strong, I shall illustrate the justification for making them.
In the electorate of Dromana, the population growth rate is approximately 5 per cent per
annum. That is far above that of the average electorate in Victoria. In the past two years,
crime in the electorate of Dromana has risen by a fraction over 100 per cent. I seek leave
to include in Hansard two tables that illustrate that point.

Leave was granted, and the tables were as follows:
TABLE 1
CRIMES REPORTED ROSEBUD DIVISION*
FOR MAY 1987 AND MA Y 1985 (MONTHLY TALLY)

May 1987

May 1985

86

Burglaries
Arson

3

50
NIL

Theft

66

45

Theft of Motor Cars

15

Theft from Motor Cars

39

5
17

Assaults

2

5

Wilful Damage

3

NIL

Drug Offences

13

2
NIL

Robbery
34

5

262

129

Summary Offences
Total
Increase over 100 per cent
*Figures supplied by Rosebud police station.
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TABLE 2
PERSONS REPORTING ON BAIL
ROSEBUD POLICE STATION
May 1987

May 1985

15

2

Dr WELLS-The figures are provided by the Rosebud police station and they are
official, publicly available figures. They show that in May 1985, 129 crimes were reported.
In May 1987,262 crimes were reported, more than a 100 per cent increase. In May 1985,
two people were reporting on bail. By May 1987, an average of fifteen people were
reporting. That shows the enormous increase in the crime rate.
The most singularly effective step required to be taken to reduce the dramatic effects of
crime in the electorate of Dromana would be the provision of a 24-hour police station in
the area. A police station was built and the promise was made that it would be staffed on
a 24-hour basis. The Minister for Police and Emergency Services declined recently to
confirm that it would be at least two years or more before that would happen.
The government cannot find $300 000 a year to provide the extra police for a 24-hour
service because, in the Minister's words to me, he would have to do the same for four or
five other electorates in the State. The government cannot find $2 million a year for
essential police services that will prove highly profitable to the community, yet it continues
to lose $1000 million a year on public transport, mostly in the metropolitan area. Is that
social justice?
I turn to transport. The Cain government has quadrupled the loss on public transport
to approximately $1000 million per annum. As I said earlier, the Minister for Labour,
when he was Minister of Transport, said that extension of the MET fare system beyond
Mornington to Portsea would be an overextension of the system. Where is the social
justice for non-metropolitan Victoria in that policy?
It is more than time that the Cain government adopted a new principle. People living
on the edge of Melbourne should be given priority over metropolitan subsidisation of
public transport costs as this is the single most effective way of bringing services to these
people who are the most disadvantaged in our community in terms of community services.

The services cannot be brought to them immediately because the market they provide
is too small. However, if it is fair enough to provide a subsidy for people in metropolitan
Melbourne, where services are much more easily available, it is more than fair to include
non-metropolitan Melbourne in that system.
People in rural areas, especially children, suffer through an inability to reach services. If
the government is really serious about social justice, it will stop a lot of its posturing and
hyperbole and use its money, not for more salaries for more managers of this and that but
for the provision of real services where they are needed. Very often, those services are best
on a fee-for-service basis rather than an expansion of government bureaucracy.
The government uses a lot of fine words to express its wishes to provide employment
for every young person in Victoria. This government can fairly claim to have been elected
at the last election on the basis of its Youth Guarantee Scheme which, in the life of this
50th Parliament, would provide a job or training, or a mixture of both, for every young
Victorian. I challenge the government to produce the figures that would show that situation
across the State.
In the electorate of Dromana where approximately 50000 people live, less than four
jobs under the Youth Guarantee Scheme have been created, yet 700 youngsters are
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unemployed in that area. They are rotting on beaches and being physically maintained by
the dole and nothing else. Their intellect, aspirations and creative capacities are rotting
away. After some years on the dole, they will find it extremely difficult to fight their way
back to employment, even when reasonable services and encouragement are provided.
It is the compounding effect that the government must be aware of, rather than just
living from day to day. Above all, there is no T AFE college in the electorate of Dromana.
That must be one of the greatest scandals in the State of Victoria.
Dromana has few employment opportunities and the public transport system does not
assist to take the young people out of the area to obtain work. Where does the government
stand on social justice? It is not just a matter of fine-sounding phrases and great ambitions.
Social justice comes about because of a hardworking administration that produces real
gains and makes every dollar count.
The government does not need to employ more and more managers; it should, whenever
possible, encourage a fee-for-service system, which will allow funds to be released so that
transport can be provided to get young mothers to work, assist women with young children
who need special attention, and so on. There are almost no consultants or specialist
services for people of any age in the electorate of Dromana.
What does social justice mean in the health area? In the Melbourne metropolitan area
each ambulance is manned by two officers, which enables them to lift and move seriously
ill people. In Dromana ambulances are manned by only one officer, so in an emergency
an ambulance must wait for half an hour to an hour for another officer to attend to move
seriously ill people.
This year more than any other the government's incompetence is illustrated by the way
it is handling the education issue. The government's castle is falling apart month by month
as its various proposals fail. There is real anger among the teaching profession because
they are frustrated in doing their work.
Social justice is not a reality in Victoria; it is a cover-up for the government's
incompetence. However, if real planning occurs, Victoria has a bright future. Victoria has
great resources and a capacity in its people to get the work done, but unless the community
knows the real situation, unless an efficient government administration is imposed, Victoria
will have no chance to meet the challenges of the 21st century. More and more countries
are deregulating their economic systems and Victoria will be the poorer as the Asian
nations surge ahead unless it takes up the challenge.

Mr KENNEDY (Bendigo West)-I commend the Cain government and the Treasurer,
in particular, for what is a fine Budget. It is particularly noteworthy that the government's
major priorities are being advanced and funded despite difficult financial circumstances.
It is a great pleasure to me, having been part of the Cain government since 1982, to see
the commitment and dedication that it has to the advancement of the State and the people,
which is abundantly evident in the Budget produced by the Treasurer. I welcome the
government's commitment on law and order, but in particular the announced increase in
staff for the Victoria Police Force. The Budget provides funding for 300 police officers as
part of a three-year commitment of 900 additional officers.

In the city and region I represent, significant advances have been made under the
leadership of the Cain government. For example, a police station had been promised for
Bendigo for ten to fifteen years. Every election another confetti promise was made by the
then Liberal government, but it was never honoured. It was only after the election of the
Labor government that the promise of a new police station was fulfilled. In addition, a
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new police station was built at Eaglehawk and recently an innovative shopfront police
station was opened at Kangaroo Flat.
The number of police in the Bendigo area has been significantly increased. Sixteen
additional police officers, one public servant to relieve operational police and one reservist
have been employed since the ~overnment was elected. Although there is room for further
improvement, it has meant a SIgnificant increase in the number of police in the area. I am
sure that the Minister for Police and Emergency Services and the Chief Commissioner of
Police will examine Bendigo's needs when additional staff are being allocated.
Recently, I and other members of Parliament visited the new Forensic Science
Laboratory at Macleod. The facility has the latest in modem technology and equipment
and enables the Victoria Police Force to tackle crime more effectively. It is a modem,
well-equipped building with a vast range of services and facilities.
Honourable members also visited the Glen Waverley Police Training Academy and saw
the improvements takin~ place there. The improvement and establishment of new police
stations are part of a major development that was stalled for many years by the previous
Liberal government. Approximately $30 million has been committed to facilities and
services for the Victoria Police Force and the Office of Corrections in the Bendigo region.
The government is constructing a minimum-security women's prison at Maldon. I say
with serious regret that an attempt was made by the Liberal Party, through the Honourable
N. B. Reid in another place, to obstruct the development of that facility. The opposition
to that development is typical of the obstructionist approach taken by the Opposition to
the development of facilities that are urgently needed throughout the State. The same
negative approach was adopted at Lara, where the Liberal Party set out to prevent the
construction of the high-security prison in that area.
Mr Cooper interjected.
Mr KENNEDY- The honourable member interjects in a way that crystallises the
woeful lack ofleadership of the Opposition. For years the Liberal Party did nothing about
the development of prison systems. It always argued that the money was not available.
When the Cain Labor government was elected, and when it said it would make the money
available, still the Liberal Party adopted obstructionist tactics. It is a reflection on the
leadership of the Opposition that it is able to put forward such weak excuses. It tl)ought it
would lock in the government on these issues. The Liberal Party representatives in the
Bendigo area and in central Victoria have been bleating that there are not enough police
stations, prison facilities or police since the Labor government came to office. When the
~overnment endeavours to do its job, the Liberal Party knocks it. That is what occurred
In the construction of the women's prison at Maldon and in the development ofa major
facility at Lara.
Developments are taking place in central Victoria, and Bendigo is a perfect example of
the strong commitment by the government since its election, to the development of law
and order facilities in Victoria.
The Opposition, when in government, promised year after year to develop a new gaol
at Castlemaine. That was promised for 20 to 30 years, but that government was long on
promises and short on action-it never happened. It took the election of the Cain
government to bring this about and to inject capital funds into improving these areas. The
funds are available and a new medium-security prison will be built at Castlemaine.
Significant development has taken place in the Bendigo area in law and order. A whole
range of services would be viciously slashed in that area if the Opposition were elected to
govern. When the Opposition talks about law and order, it talks about law and order on
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the cheap. The Opposition talks about finding 2000 more police, but what it does not
indicate is that it will slash other basic funds, such as those for courts, community
correction services, sexual assault units, drug and alcohol counselling and children's
protective units. The Opposition will run riot with the social issues that should be tackled
if the problem of law and order is to be dealt with effectively.
In my area a wide range of services have been developed since the Cain ~overnment
came to office. We are better supplied than ever before with services to deal wIth the issue
of child maltreatment. Bendigo has a sexual assault unit, a children's protective unit, a
community policing squad and community health services have been established at
Eaglehawk and Long Gully.
The promotion and development of these services is of assistance to the victims of child
abuse and this is being tackled in the Bendigo and central area of Victoria.
There is a need for continual improvement in those areas to ensure that staff numbers
are strengthened, and I support the efforts that have been made at the local level to bring
this about.
I welcome the funds committed in the Budget to health care. In my electorate, major
developments have been taking place in the area of drug and alcohol abuse. Since the
development of the national campaign against drug and alcohol abuse, many things have
taken place. A regional drug and alcohol service, called Bendigo Regional Alcohol and
Drug Service-BRADS-has been established and that service has been strengthened by
the provision of additional office and counselling staff; also the accommodation in this
area has been improved. Recently, a three-person team of community resource workers,
who work with local community groups throughout north and central Victoria on local
problems that give rise to drug and alcohol abuse, have been appointed and they are based
at Bendigo and Mildura. They were not there before the government came to office.
Another initiative undertaken for drug and alcohol abuse is the establishment of a court
assessment and advisory service. This assists the courts in cases where people are brought
before the courts on drug-related offences.
At Castlemaine, a drug and alcohol counsellor has been appointed to the community
health centre, an organisation known as the Castlemaine Community Health ServiceCHIRP-and that drug and alcohol counselling service is a backup for the work done by
the team at the Bendigo Regional Alcohol and Drug Service.
Funds have been provided for the purchase ofa facility, which will be a half-way house
for male alcoholics, and for staff for that service.
Over the past few years regionalisation of health services has taken place away from
Melbourne for the first time and people and positions have been moved from Melbourne
into country Victoria. There is a regional health office established at Bendigo and it has a
large team who have the power to respond to community needs and they work with local
health services. The government is moving away from the bureaucracy that was a
characteristic of the former Liberal government and it has brought power and people into
country Victoria. This is rarely welcomed by the Opposition.
Some important initiatives have taken place in my electorate. Recently I officiated at a
ceremony at the Inglewood Hospital when a day-care centre for the aged was opened. The
community has done a splendid job in raising funds to supplement the large scale funds
that were needed to back that project.
There are now new community health centres in central Victoria. If one lives in the
country and listens to the media, all one hears from the Opposition is how badly the Cain
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government has performed. One never hears any praise from the Opposition; it is a tirade
of attack. The Opposition is inconsistent about what the government is doing in a range
of areas in country Victoria.
Since the Cain government came to office it has built up these new community health
centres. Under the Whitlam government we had a community health service in Inglewood,
Eaglehawk and Kangaroo Hat. The Cain government is developing those services and
there is one established at Castlemaine and also at Kyneton, and recently it was announced
that funds would be made available to develop a community health .,-ervice that will cover
the areas of central Victoria at and adjacent to Maryborough, the shires of A voca, Bet Bet,
Talbot, Clunes and Tullaroop. I welcome these developments that will provide services
to those communities.
At Castlemaine, funds have been provided for a major development at the hospita1.
Funds have been approved for a major new kitchen development at the Bendigo and
Northetn District Base Hospital. Funds have been allocated also for a geriatric assessment
team,at the Bendigo Home and Hospital for the Aged.
F or the first time this year there has been a transition of nurse education to the College
of Advanced Education at Bendigo. It is a fine college and has fine staff.- The National
Party in recent years has spent a lot of time attacking the education of nurses at this college
of advanced education and has tried to create division and opposition over it.
Attacks have been made on the Bendigo college of advanced education by the health
spokesman of the National Party, namely, the honourable member for North Western
Province. He spends much of his time saying these things.
Progress is being made at Bendigo on the development of a new ambulance station.
Mr Ilichardson-Everything is pretty good.
Mr KENNEDy-It is extremely good. If the honourable member for Forest Hill were
in Bendigo, he would see this growth and change taking place. I am' sure the honourable
member is an objective person and, ifhe is a fair-minded person, he would join me in my
prn~~

.

I now turn to the area of housing and the high priority that has been given to the
purchase and construction of houses.
;
For example, the Ministry of Housing estimates that since the Cain government has
come to office, 800 families in central Victoria have received loans under various progrnms.
That is a spectacular figure. In addition, there has been major construction offublic rental
accommodation. I do not hesitate to commit myself to the development 0 Ministry of
Housing houses in my electorate.
I know there are some Opposition members who would prefer to play upon social
divisions and express opposition to Ministry of Housing constructions. I regard housing
as one of the major needs in my electorate.
I am delighted with the work of the Cain government since it came to office. By the end
of this financial year approximately 500 Ministry of Housing houses will have been
constructed in Bendigo and Castlemaine during the Cain government, including 100 in
Bendigo and Castlemaine this year. That is an example for those who criticise the
government's significant and substantial housing commitment.
Since the Cain government came to office approximately 1500 houses will have been
provided in central Victoria through rental accommodation and private house purchase
loans. Not only is this program tackling a major social need of central Victoria, including
the Bendigo West electorate, but it is also injecting funds into building and circulating
large amounts of money throughout the region, thereby creating and maintaining many
jobs in the housing construction industry, which has a dramatic flow-on throughout the
economy of country Victoria.
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The government has indicated strong support for community houses in the Budget;
there are four in the region which I represent-at Kangaroo Aat, Eaglehawk, Long Gully
and Castlemaine. I strongly support the further development of community houses, as
detailed in the Budget.
In order to highlight the social justice aspects of the Budget, including the commitment
of the government to community houses, I arranged for the Treasurer to visit Kangaroo
Flat after the Budget had been handed down to meet people in community houses. That
was a perfect way to highlight the emphasis in the Budget on the needs of particularly lowincome earners.
I commend the support the Victorian government is giving to the development of
industry in central and western Victoria, including Bendi~o. Since the Labor government
introduced its ten-year economic development program In 1984, the Bendigo region has
fared well in the allocation of funds via individual assistance packages to industry. The
program has been successful in country Victoria; in Bendigo, central and northern Victoria,
34 firms and organisations have received funding of more than $13 million. A total of$50
million has been injected into capital investment in the development of new factories,
improvements to existing factories, machinery and equipment, and to areas never covered
by any previous government.
There has been a significant development in factory construction in this area; in
Maryborough the government's scheme of assistance is so good that it had to be tacitly
admired and praised by the National Party which, for some reason, wishes to display itself
as a dedicated opponent of this kind ofuirgeted assistance to industries.
Leaders of the National and Liberal parties were in Maryborough recently but not one
syllable could be uttered to criticise the Victorian or Federal governments because of the
apparent, strong evidence of commitment and support by those governments to industrial
growth in Maryborough. They could not offer a single word of complaint. The most public
example of support in the Maryborough area was when the Victorian government came
to the assistance and development of the confectionery firm, A. W. AlIen Sales Pty Ltd.
Industrial development is occurring in central and northern Victoria, with the support
of the Cain government; when it came to office it had the imagination to examine, phase
out and replace obsolete schemes of financial assistance with schemes that would inject
funds directly to where one could see an economic benefit applying to the people of
country Victoria.
.
Consequently, a large amount of money has been injected into the Bendigo areaapproximately $7 million in the form of grants, interest subsidies and interest-free loans.
I commend both the former and present Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources
for their support of those projects, in ensuring that jobs are maintained, because the
packages which the government supports represent hundreds of jobs. The government is
not only maintaining jobs, but also creating new ones. The government has embarked
upon strengthening the competitiveness of local industry throughout Bendigo, and the
north and central regions.
I mention the Mayfair Hams and Bacon Co. plant in Bendigo because, for some peculiar
reason in recent times, the Opposition has chosen to criticise the Victorian government
over Mayfair. What occurred at Mayfair last year was a new right attack on Bendigo.
Mayfair was owned by Mr John Elliott, Federal Treasurer of the Liberal Party, one who
would aspire to be Federal President of the Liberal Party.
At one stage he owned that firm and during last year decided to dispose of it. He treated
Bendigo merely as a pimple on a pumpkin and closed the factory; the families did not
matter to John Elliott. He ruthlessly and remorselessly tossed them on-the industrial scrap
heap. It was part of the program by Mr John Elliott to advance himself as a minerals
magnate and beer baron because he was endeavouring to take over a huge empire based
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on booze in the United Kingdom, and to gain control of Broken Hill Proprietary Co. Ltd.
He had the total support of the opposition parties in Bendigo.
I was the only member of this Parliament in Bendigo prepared to speak up for the
workers who were being attacked by Mr John Elliott, the only person prepared to stand up
for them. Vicious attacks by the Liberal and National parties were designed to get behind
John Elliott, working in coordination with Mr John Elliott's plan to scrap this factory and
scrap the work force. The line taken by the Liberal politicians was to attack the workers,
to blame their union and to put the boots into workers, and the union, as though they
were to blame.
At the time it appeared to be an industrial dispute, but it was no such thing. The
"dispute" was an event created by John Elliott to provide a cover for totally withdrawing
from the Mayfair plant. I was the only person to make an approach to the Minister for
Industry, Technology and Resources to examine this industrial dispute, to deal with it at
the time. At that time we thought it was an industrial dispute. Later, one Liberal politician,
who was putting on an abysmal performance in letting down the Bendigo workers,
considered that he should write a letter or two to the Minister for Industry, Technology
and Resources.
I was the only State politician in Bendigo to speak on behalf of the Mayfair workers. As
a result, the Minister for Labour and the Industrial Relations Task Force became involved.
They were told, in effect, to jump in the lake by Mayfair. The Minister for Labour
suggested that there should be an independent arbitrator, and this was accepted by the
union.
The union accepted that suggestion but the Mayfair company simply refused to go along
with it. The Mayfair plant was closed down. The situation was deplorable because the
Liberal and NatIOnal parties associated themselves with the machinations of Mr John
Elliott.
I have read many comments of Or Fyffe, a Bendigo city councillor, who made a lot of
noise last year. He is a disaster! He talked a lot about buying the Mayfair plant but he was
as successful in buying that plant as he is in his recent attempts to get the council to
support the Capital Theatre project in Bendigo. He is one of the major spokesmen for the
new right in Bendigo and he constantly attacks the Cain Labor government.
I support the Capital Theatre Arts Project in Bendigo and have done so from· its
beginning. Regrettably, the opposition parties have failed the people of Bendigo by not
lending their support to this project. In the 1985 Bendigo election, the Liberal Party told
the people of Bendigo that it fully supported the purchase and restoration of the historical
Capital Theatre. Yet when the Bendigo City. Council recently announced its total opposition
to the purchase of the theatre, not one LIberal Party politician in Bendigo spoke out on
behalf of the community against the city council. The National Party adopted the same
stance. During the 1985 election it also supported the purchase and restoration of the
theatre, but when the nlates of the National Party on the Bendigo City Council said they
would try to torpedo the project, not only did members of the National Party not speak
out on behalf of the Bendigo community, but also they actually spoke out against the
community. They did so by adopting the attitude taken by the city council.
I have covered a range of areas of activity that have been well handled by the Victorian
government. I reiterate my congratulations to the government for the measures taken in
the Budget to bring about not only continued and sustained economic development, but
also priority of social justice. I welcome the approach taken by the government to implement
its social justice strategy.
The implementation of the strategy can be seen in many areas, especially the Bendigo
electorate, which is poor. The government's commitments to health, housing, employment
and educational systems for children are welcomed.
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Mr COOPER (Morningt~n)-At the outset, I. express my disappointment'~at the
opp.ortunity lost by the govetbment in this Budget, whicQ has joined its predecessors. The
Budget was efebably the gevernment's last chance to Wind back its increasing involvement
in every aspect of society in this State. The ~overnment has failed to grab that chance. The
~overnment has used pure rhetoric in claimIng that it will reduce government involvement
In many aspeots. of society and will reduce the size of the public sector. The government
has taken no actIOn.
":
" :'
-

.

......

The Treasurer and the Premier have been big on saying that they will reduce the
financial impact of government taxes anq charges on Vie.torians but they have not spoken
the truth. The real facts show that the government has done nothing to reduce this burden
on all Victorians. For example, the 1987-88 Budget Papers'reveal that State taxes will rise
this financial year by 7·6 per cent. That means for the first time total State taxes and
charges will rise to more that $4 billion; $4·97 billion will be extracted from Victorians
this financial year .
.
The effect of that on every man, woman and child is horrendous. In 1981-82 every man,
woman and child contributed $562 to State revenue~ in 1986-87 the figure has nsen to
$926. To its shame, Victoria has the highest per capita taxation of any State in Australia.
Per capita ta~ation has increased by a staggering 64·8 per cent-almost 11 per cent for
each year the Cain government has been in power.
Under the Cain Labor government disposable income Has decreased massively since
1981-82. My colleague, the honourable member fQr Brighton, directed attention to this
decline last week, as did another colleague, the h-onourable member for Dr~mana, this
afternoon. At a constant pricefligure, the average family disposable income In 1981-82
was $17 004,i in 1987-88, using the same constant price figure, the average family disposable
income ·is ~ 14 650. That represents a decline of $44 a week for each family. The
government's performance in this area has been d~~graceful.
As I said earlier, the 1987-88 Budget was another chance for the Cain Labor government
to introduce real taxation relief measures for. all Victorians. It failed to do so. While the
government is continuing to fail to perform, mismanagement land overspending in the
public sector is still occurring. Nothing is being done to correct this mismanagement.

...

Over the past twelve months and again in recent days, I have directed attention to the
disgraceful paYIT\ent record of the Public Works Department. The Minister for Public
Works makes excuses for the abysmal performance of his department but he does not do
anything about the problem. The Minister has failed miserably. The Minister would be
sacked if there were anyone of calibre on the back benches of the Labor Party to replace
him. Obviously, there is not!
The Public Works Department figures show that since 30 September last year the late
payment record of the department has increased from 18·2 per cent of total accounts to
23·5 per cent to 1 July 1987. That percentage represents 1797 accounts that were late in
being paid. What a disgraceful record!
Even, more disgraceful is the percentage of accounts that are more than 43 days late in
being paid by the department; those late accounts represent 56·4 per cent of total overdue
accounts.
That is a disgraceful and abysmal record of the Public Works Department and the
Minister. I have those tables here and I seek leave to have them incorporated in Hansard.

Leave was granted. and the tables were as follows:
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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
OVERDUE ACCOUNTS STA TISTICS
Accounts Overdue by 43 Days or Longer

30.9.86

Number of
Accounts
Overdue
43+ Days

%of
Total
Accounts

%of
Overdue
Accounts

1259

9·1

49·8

807

13·5

51·8

1407

20·3

69·9

1.5.87

924

11·6

51·0

1. 7.87

1013

13·2

56·4

30.11.86
1.3.87

Source: Public Works Department

Mr COOPER-The Auditor-General focused attention on the payment record of the
Public Works Department in his report tabled in Parliament on 2 December. An article in
the Sun of 3 December 1986 written by that paper's leading columnist, Mr John Hinewhom I believe has gone into a decline i~ recent months-states:
Delays of more than twelve months in final payments to building contractors in the Public Works Department
have been uncovered by the Auditor-General ...

However, by the end of July this year nothing had been done. The situation is still
scandalous; It should be corrected by the Minister for Public Works.
Apparently the Minister is so incompetent that nothing can be done. While this
incompetence and mismana~ement reigns triumphant over the government's activities,
ordinary citizens are faced With increasing chaos in their fight for survival.
Hospital waiting lists are at a record level at approximately 28 000, despite the Premier's
promise that they would be reduced to 8000 by December last. That is another promise
that has not been kept.
The transport system is in chaos and is getting worse, which suggests to the increasing
concern of honourable members on this side of the House, that the Minister who purports
to be responsible for the transport system has failed miserably in his job.
The education system is threatening to grind to a halt because of a brawl that has broken
out between the Minister and the teacher unions and the students have become the
political football caught firmly in the middle because of the Minister's mismanagement of
his portfolio and the teacher unions.
The crime rate is escalating, thereby frightening the population-and well they should
be frightened by the situation that confronts them almost daily in the newspapers circulated
in the Melbourne area alone.
I noted with interest the latest edition of the Victoria Police Association Journal for
August 1987. In an article headed "Promises and performance-The Cain government's
record on police manpower" states:
Major crime has increased by 53 per cent in Victoria over the past five years. Yet, the citizens of this State
have actually only 30 more police to protect them today than were on strength five years ago.
The Cain Government first came to office in 1982 with the promise to give the community adequate police
protection-and has not fulfilled that undertaking ...
Back in 1982, the Cain Government offered the people of Victoria an undertaking, as part of its election
platform, to increase the Police Force strength by 1000 over three years.
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In 1985, at the time of the Government's second election, it made another promise to provide 900 additional
police over four years.
This was linked with a further undertaking that 700 public servants would be appointed to release trained
policemen and women from administration, and deploy them into operational duties ...
Neither the numbers of policemen and women, nor the complement of public servants has been forthcoming.

I know that this is old hat; I agree; but this must be continually repeated because the news
is not getting through to those on the government side of Parliament. It is certainly not
getting through to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services. He blusters; he
misrepresents and carries on about the situation, but we know, the·community knows, as
does the Police Force, that what he says is not true. It is not believable and no amount of
misrepresentation of figures or mendacious filibusterin~ by the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services can paper over the cracks in the minIstry over which he presides. This
is somethmg about which the Minister should be ashamed, and it is certainly a matter
about which the Premier should be ashamed. The State is in a law-and-order crisis and the
Minister is doing nothing but fostering the crisis. He stands up and postures to Parliament.
He goes out into the community and postures to them, but he takes no action.
Another grave matter to which I direct the attention of honourable members is the crisis
in public housing. I listened with interest to the honourable member for Bendigo West
when he praised the government for the amount of public housing that has been provided
in his electorate. If that is a matter for praise, his electorate is receiving everyone else's
share. If the electorate of Bendigo West has been well done by, the rest of the community
is being badly dealt with, because the waiting list for public housing has increased to an
unacceptable level. The government is out of control!
Clearly, the government is not capable of managing this area. It has failed to deliver in
the housing area, whether it be public housing or private housing. We are going backwards
because the government cannot manage the situation properly.
Figures have recently been released which show that the index for house loan affordability
is moving backwards rapidly and that no steps have been taken by the Treasurer, the
Minister for Housing, or anybody else to correct that situation. A figure of 28· 7 per cent of
family income is now required to service the average house loan in Victoria.
That rate has risen by 8·6 per cent from March 1986 to March 1987, and 28·7 per cent
of the average family income going towards the repayment of house loans is a burden
upon house purchasers or prospective house purchasers. It will slow down the house
construction industry in Victoria even further than it has been slowed down in recent
times.
I have a table on house loan affordability, and I seek leave to have it incorporated in

Ha nsard.
Leave was granted, and the table was as follows:

HOME LOAN AFFORDABILITY 1986-1987

March Qtr
1986

March Qtr
1987

Additional
percentage
of Income

Change
in Index
percentage

Victoria

20·1

28·7

8·6

+42·8

NSW

23·4

29·8

6·4

+27·4

4·8

+22·5

State

Qld

21·3

26·1

Tas

18·5

23·1

4·6

SA

24·3

27·9

3·6

+24·9
+1 4 .8

WA

16·6

20-1

3·5

+21·1
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State

March Qtr
1986

March Qtr
1987

Additional
percentage
of Income

Change
in Index
percentage

ACT

16·7

20·2

3·5

+21·1

Source:
MGICA and REIEA Joint Quarterly Survey of "Home Loan Affordability in Australia", August, 1987.

Mr COOPER-The government continues to promote the situation that Victoria is in
good shape. One can describe that as being only a fairy tale and I certainly believe it to be
a myth. Over the next few weeks, the saga of WorkCare will be unfolded in this House
when the legislation is presented for further consideration of this disaster which has been
inflicted upon the Victorian community.
I well remember the Bill being presented and its passage through this House. I remember
sitting here and watching government members applauding vigourously and loudly-to
your displeasure, Mr Speaker-over the passing of that legislation. I wonder whether
honourable members on the government benches would now be prepared to stand up and
applaud WorkCare, and whether they would be prepared to applaud the impact of
WorkCare on Victorians and their incomes, and on their potential to obtain jobs.
There has been recent publicity about the impact of WorkCare on local government,
which would be of interest to the Minister for Local Government who is at the table. Some
councils are claiming their rates will need to be increased by 1 per cent to cover the cost of
WorkCare-an increase of 1 per cent in rates just to cover WorkCare alone! One
municipality claimed that the increase could be as high as 4 per cent. That is further
evidence of the incompetence and mismanagement of the Minister for Local Government.
It is not as if this point were not drawn to the attention of the government at the time.
It is not as if the legislation passed through the House with a rubber stamp. It was drawn
very strongly to the attention of the Minister for Local Government by the honourable
member for Brighton and other speakers and, in recent times, by the honourable member
for Hawthorn. They both directed the attention of the Minister for Local Government to
the effect WorkCare is having on the community. That warning was ignored by the
government to the detriment of the taxpayers of this State who will have to pay a heavy
price for generations for this WorkCare blight on the community. Incompetence and
mismanagement are probably not strong enough words to describe the performance of the
government on WorkCare.
When looking for mismanagement and incompetence in the Budget Papers, there are
examples everywhere, but there is probably no better example than that of the Local
Government Department. I am pleased that the Minister for Local Government is in the
House this afternoon to hear my words directly on this matter.
I examined the estimates contained in the Budget for the Local Government Department.
I was interested to note that the overall estimate for 1987-88 has increased by 8·5 per cent
on the previous year's actual expenditure. In the previous year, there was a 15·8 per cent
increase in departmental expenditure.
I ran through the figures of actual expenditure against budgeted expenditure and some
interesting figures were revealed. In comparing 1986-87 actual expenditure against budgeted
expenditure, in the area of salaries, the department overspent its budget by 5·4 per cent.
In "Other Employment Expenses Including Workcare"-the infamous WorkCare-it
overspent its budget by $46 000, an increase of 18·5 per cent. In "Operating Expenses",
the department overspent its budget by $108 000, or 30·8 per cent. In "Other Expenses"I always like reading about "others" that total large sums of money-the department
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overspent by $94 000, or 30-1 per cent. It is interesting to further discover that in "Works
and Services" the department underspent by $467 000.
This adds up to a history of wild overspending in the past twelve months in the areas of
salaries, oncosts and general operating expenses, totalling $375 000. So the Minister for
Local Government, through his department, overspent by $375000. What was done to
correct that situation? The department did the old pea and thimble trick; it did not proceed
with the budgeted works and services expenditure of $471 000. Then, when it produced
its books it said, "Aren't we clever; we came in under budget."
That is one of the oldest accounting management tricks in the book. I was trying to
practise that back in the 1960s and was caught by my senior management. I did not get
away with it, and I do not see why this Minister sQQuld think he could get away with it
now.
What is the penalty for the taxpayer because of the creative accounting on the part of
the Minister? This year, capital works and services expenditure-which is for the relocation
of the department from its current Collins Street(builQin,g to a new office at 500 Bourke
Street-will be $639000 instead of the $471 000 budgeted for in the last financial year. By
trying to balance the books in this clever way, the Minister for Local Government is going
to cost the taxpaye~s of Victoria $168 000 more to move the department from its present
address to its ne\\i, location compared to what it Would'have cost if the move had gone
ahead last year at/the budgeted figure.
This is a prime example of mismanagement, and childish mismanagement at that! It is
a poor attempt at a cover-up. I have a table which details the overspending in the
department, which I seek to have incorporated in H ans~r.d.

Leave was granted, and the table was as follows:
LOCAL GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT
EXPENDITURE PERFORMANCE AGAINST BUDGET 1986-1987

Area

Salaries and Wages
Other Employment Expenses Including
WorkCare

Budget
($'000)

Actual
($'000)

2354

2481

248

294

Performance

Overspent $127 000 = 5·4 per cent
Overspent $ 46 000 = 18·5 per cent

Operating Expenses

351

459

Overspent $108 000 = 30·8 per cent

Other Expenses

312

406

Overspent $ 94 000 = 30·1 per cent

3265

3640

Overspent $375000 = 11·5 per cent

Total
Source: Budget Papers 1986-87 and 1987-88

Mr COOPER-This is a fine example of one Minister'S approach to management and
cost control. While I was preparing those figures I had to smile because delivered to me
was a briefing note to the media from the Victorian Government Media Unit, dated 4
September. It said:
ATTENTION CHIEFS OF ST AFF, LOCAL GOVERNMENT WRITERS
Local Government Minister, Jim Simmonds, will open a seminar on effective management of WorkCare
claims and cost control in local government on Monday, September 7.

If ever a Minister needed to go to a management seminar, this Minister for Local
Government did. Here he was wriggling and diddling the books of his own department,
and all that fiddling around with the books showed was that if ever there were a department
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that needed to have cost control and proper management, it is the Local Government
Department.

Mr Crozier-It used to be one of the best departments.
Mr COOPER-The honourable member for Portland, who is a former Minister for
Local Government, interjects and says that it used to be one of the best departments. I can
attest to that as I well remember it to be so under his direction, as it was under other local
government Ministers in the former Liberal government.
A prime example of the government's broken promises is the increase in municipal
audit fees. I do not know why the government believes it can get away with breaking
promises-it must think it is in a vacuum. Municipal audit fees are paid ultimately by the
ratepayers of individual municipalities. Since 1982 the increase in those fees has totally
outstripped the increase in inflation. The fees are set by the government to employ an
auditor for each municipality. The municipalities have no choice in the matter-they are
told which auditors to use and how much to pay.
I shall outline the fee increases over the past six years for some municipalities: Shire of
Flinders, 77 per cent, an average of 13 per cent a year; City of Frankston, 42 per cent, an
average of7 per cent a year; Shire ofCranbourne, 76 per cent, an average of 13 per cent a
year; and the Shire of Mornington, 67 per cent, an average of 11 per cent a year.
One of the best examples of the government's broken promises is the increase in
municipal audit fees for the poor little Shire of Leigh in the Western District. In 1985-86
the shire's audit fees increased by 18·5 per cent. Despite the fact that it received an
assurance from the Minister for Local Government that that increase was a simple catchup measure, the following year the fees increased by 15·5 per cent. Over a two-year period,
the small Shire of Leigh suffered a 34 per cent increase in municipal audit fees.
The Treasurer, the Premier and the Minister for Local Government claim that the State
is well managed, that taxes and charges are decreasing and that Victorians are better off
now than they were six years ago. This Budget and previous Budgets show that that is not
true. The government does not tell the truth. If ministers of the government are not able
to misrepresent a situation or some figures, they refuse to answer questions both in this
House and outside it.
As I said at the beginning of my remarks, the Budget presented the government with the
opportunity of relieving Victonans of the burden of taxes and charges-it has failed
Victorians once again. In approximately twelve months, or perhaps less, vengeance will
be wreaked upon it.
On the motion ofMr JASPER (Murray Valley), the debates were adjourned.
It was ordered that the debates be adjourned until next day.

ADJOURNMENT
Theft of documents from Department of Labour-Industry development in WangarattaStudent support centre staff for Portland and Hamilton-Eltham High School BandPeninsula Ambulance Service-Rest and service centres on Hume FreewayCroydon-Ringwood Community Nursing Home
Mr FORDHAM (Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources)-I move:
That the House do now adjourn.

Mr GUDE (Hawthorn)-I direct the attention of the Minister for Labour to a matter of
considerable concern regarding the theft of documents from the Department of Labour
and the personal gain obtained by a Mr Bob Curnow. The matter also involves the
qualifications of Mr Curnow to authorise the documents. Mr Curnow performed poorly
in his office, and I call on the Minister to hold a full inquiry into what is occurring in the
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department. I also call for a police investigation into the matter because it involves the
th~ft of documents and the use of those documents by Mr Curnow for his own financial
gaIn.
At the beginning of my remarks I indicated that Mr Curnow did not have the best
qualifications, and it should come as a surprise to the House that such a person was given
the authority to authorise certificates of competency for people seeking to drive fork-lift
trucks and to obtain certificates as dogmen and crane chasers.
I have a copy ofa memorandum to Mr Curnow from the Director of Technical Services,
Department of Labour dated 18 July 1986, which states:
Certification file number 126634 prepared for Mr Shaun Christian King contained a page written in red by
your senior inspector stating that no further certificates were to be issued to this person without first referring the
matter to him. This page was drawn to your attention by one of the adminstration officers on the 10th July 1986.
Please advise me in writing why you issued this man with a certificate to drive a tower crane the same day and
why this man received a 20 tonne capacity endorsement when the authorised examiner specified a limit of 14
tonnes.

Another memorandum dated 7 August 1986 is from Don Robinson, Director of
Technical Services, Department of Labour to Mr Curnow, a former Assistant Inspector of
Lifts and Cranes; and I make the point that he left the department in May of this year. In
the course of the memorandum he is being given some good advice on his activities,
certification and duties. The letter says:
Should you propose to present lectures anywhere you shall first discuss the matter with your senior and obtain
his approval.
The use of the Chief Inspector's name stamp in the Certification Section shall be restricted to the issue of
certi fica tes of corn petency .
Correspondence prepared by yourself must display your own signature and title. A copy of each of these letters
must be initialled by your Senior Inspector and retained on a file in his possession. Alternatively, you may
prepare letters for your Senior Inspector's signature over his title.

Put simply, that means, "You have been writing letters and taking advantage of somebody
elses position, using it to authorise your own impropriety, and you should do it no more".
A further memorandum dated 27 August 1986-and this really is the doozey of the
lot-refers to the issuing of a crane driver's certificate:
Further to your memorandum dated 18 July 1986 regarding Mr R Curnow issuing a Crane Driver's Certificate
contrary to my instructions and an investigation at your request regarding the Favco Crane which struck the flag
pole on the top of the Melbourne Club in Collins Street last week, it has been discovered that it was the very
same driver who received this certificate from Mr R. Curnow.

This is the man who had been authorised by the department to continue issuing certificates
to applicants, certificates to operate cranes in this State. This man set aside several hundred
applications prior to his departure from the department in May and he has subsequently
used those for his own personal gain at the rate of approximately $30 a certificate, which
he has been charging.
By my recollection and by my calculations, that is in the order of$3000 that one could
almost suggest he has embezzled, in a sense, from the department. It is a matter of
considerable concern.
I understand that this is known by the permanent head of the department, Mr Bentley,
as well as Dr Higgins, the immediate supervisor, and it is known to Mr Hall, who is
responsible for the entire division; yet they have conspired, for some reason best known
to themselves, not to bring this matter out into the open.
I ask that the Minister become involved. Proceedings ought to be brought against Mr
Curnow because what he has done is a criminal matter and it ought to be dealt with in the
appropriate way.
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Mr JASPER (Murray Valley)-The Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources
will recall that during the debate on the motion for the adjournment of the sitting last
night, I voiced my concern about future development in Wangaratta. Wangaratta industry
is based QJl three major textile manufacturers, Bruck Australia Ltd, the Wan~ratta Woollen
Mills and Yakka Pty Ltd. Because of the region's reliance on these industnes and because
of the changes that have been proposed by the Industries Assistance Commission, major
changes in employment could occur within the area that would affe~t cQntinuing
employment opportunities in Wangaratta.

I highlighted the fact that enormous changes had occurred within the textile, clothing
and footwear industries and that, despite the rationalisation that had taken place throughout
Australia, the industries in Wangaratta had been maintained. Although rationalisation
and closures had oceurred in other parts of Victoria and Australia, Wangaratta was not
particularly affected.' Therefore, those three industries in Wangaratta retained their
employment of some 1500 people, which was a good thing for the area.

.

However, I am concerned about what will occur when the protection levels that have
been provided to these industries are gradually reduced between 1989 and 1996.
In response to the matter I raised last night, the Minister for Industry, Technology and
Resources said he would take up the issue with the Federal MinIster for Industry,
Technology and Commerce and direct to his attention the concern that I expressed on
behalf of the City ofWangaratta. He indicated that there was a need for special assistance
and an examination of the protection levels being provided with a view to giving additional
protection for industries operating in regional centres.
However, the Minister did not'address the point on which I soughta response, that is,
what the government will do to develop and encourage additional or alternative industries
in Wangaratta. What will his department do?
This morning the Minister spoke about providing assistance to country areas and said
that, despite the reduction in payroll tax and other incentives that had been provided to
decentralised industries-and I ~mphasise the word "decentralised", because the National
Party believes those industries in Victoria need special assistance-continuing assistance
was and is being provided to industries in country Victoria.
The Minister highlighted specifically the assistance provided in the cities of Bendigo
and Ballarat. Although I recognise that those two areas require assistance and need their
industries for continued employment, I direct the Minister's attention to my concern for
the City ofWangaratta.
I appreciate the Minister's assurance that he will make representations to the Federal
Minister regarding the textile, footwear and clothing industries. However, I want the
Minister to take special note of the matters I have raised; to instruct officers of his
department to examine the specific problems faced in Wangaratta to ensure that
consideration is given to those problems; to instruct officers of his department to closely
monitor the situation and try to ascertain what can be done to provide assistance to
industries in Wangaratta so that they can expand; and also to examine the development
of alternative industries, particularly in the area of technology, to which the government
says it will give special consideration.
I ask the Minister to make further representations on this matter; in particular, I seek
consideration by this government of industries in north-eastern Victoria, specifically those
in Wangaratta.
Mr CROZIER (Portland)-I had intended to raise a matter for the attention of the
Minister for Education, but he is not in the Chamber. It is a disappointment to me that he
is not here; in fact, it is indicative of the cavalier fashion in which the government treats
this important part of the Parliamentary process that only three members of the Cabinet
are present in the Chamber.
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Not for the first time-and I suspect it will not be the last time-I bring to the attention
of the Minister for Local Government, for reference to the Minister for Education, the
dire need for fully and properly qualified specialist personnel to staff the student support
centres in both Hamilton and Portland.
Last year, after literally months and even years of representation, Portland was granted
one of those centres. Those of us concerned believed our problems might have been
receding, but that is no longer the case.
A student centre without staff provides no support at all. With the resignation of Mrs
Parker, the temporary social worker, the student services centre at Portland now has a
staff of only one part-time speech therapist.
The needs of the Hamilton region are no less urgent, as was demonstrated to the
Minister for Education when he visited Hamilton and was presented with a succinct
submission on 5 June of this year. That submission proposed a scheme that would provide
adequate support for the students of both Hamilton and Portland.
Subsequent representations have been made to the Minister to either return to the
re~ion and speak to the principals, specialist teachers and members of school councils or,
falling that, to receive a deputation.
I received an urgent request from the Portland and District Education Council in the
past few days to again urge the Minister to at least receive a deputation. That request was
conveyed to him by a letter of 31 August from the Secretary of the Portland and District
Education Council, who is also the Secretary of the Portland Hi~h School Council, Mr
Don Chalmers, and so far as I can ascertain no reply has been receIved.
Therefore, I request the Minister for Local Government, who is at the table, to pass on
to his collea~ue my concern and the concern of my constituents about the need to receive
this deputatIOn and, hopefully, to agree to it as soon as possible.
Mrs TONER (Greensborough)-I raise a matter for the attention of the Minister for
Education, but in his temporary absence I direct it to the Minister for Local Government.
The Minister for Education has visited the Eltham High School on three occasions in
the past few months. On two of those occasions he had the opportunity of hearing the
excellent Eltham High School Concert Band, which is undoubtedly one of the best school
bands in Victoria.
As evidence of its excellence, the Pacific Basin Band Festival has asked the band to
participate in a festival in Hawaii in March 1988. This is a wonderful opportunity because
the festival will have participants from Asia, the South Pacific, Canada and the United
States of America. Some 800 young musicians will attend the festival which will feature
clinics, workshops, seminars, numerous concerts and the opportunity of working with
outstanding international conductors.
The Eltham High School has already paid a deposit of$l 000 to confirm the participation
of 40 young people in its school band. However, honourable members would appreciate
that this will be an expensive student excursion. It is a pity that although private schools
are often able to participate in events of this nature-and I am deli~hted that the Eltham
College Orchestra is visiting China at the end of this year-children In the State education
system are less likely to have the resources to participate in such activities.
It is a great honour for the school to have been invited to participate in the festival. Last
year bands from the Belconnen High School and the Brisbane State High School were
Invited. They were both outstanding bands, as is the Eltham High School Concert Band.
I ask the Minister what funds are available to assist the school with not only the fares
but also transporting the instruments so that the band can participate in thIS exciting
festival.
Although the school community and local business will be contributing significant
resources, this trip comes at a time when the Ministry of Education is attempting to
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encourage participation in music in schools and, for that reason, it should consider
supporting this project.
This school has a wonderful band and I ask the Minister to consider some form of
support, whether it be in the form of subsidising fares or to cover the cost of the movement
of instruments. As honourable members would be aware, large musical instruments can
be expensive to transport.
To enable the school to facilitate planning for this program, it is essential that it knows
in the near future whether support will be obtained from the Ministry of Education. That
support would certainly be of enormous encouragement to the local community and
would have a great effect on Victorian music and, ultimately, Australian music.
Dr WELLS (Dromana)-I direct my comments to the Minister for Transport, as the
representative of the Minister for Health. Ambulance services on the southern Mornington
Peninsula are having staffing problems. In theory, the Peninsula ambulance service is part
of Ambulance Service-Melbourne, but, in practice, it is not.

Melbourne ambulances are manned by a driver and a second ambulance officer. That is
necessary for the lifting of seriously ill or non-ambulatory patients from a home into an
ambulance.
An ambulance on the peninsula is staffed by only a driver. In many cases, when a
patient needs to reach hospital quickly, that patient cannot be moved from the home to
the ambulance" because another person is required to help with the lifting exercise.
This is another case of two standards. The Peninsula ambulance service was doing well
as a separate entity but it was virtually forcibly incorporated into Ambulance ServiceMelbourne against the wishes of the local community. However, the community was told
that a better service would be provided. That is not the case: two attendants are needed
for each ambulance but only one is provided.
I can give illustrations of cases where ambulances have had to wait for a second
ambulance to come to a location to help the driver of the first ambulance lift a seriously ill
patient-in some cases, a heart attack patient. In an infamous case recently, a patIent
died. There is no proof that the death was caused by the delay in reaching hospital but the
situation created alarm and upset the family.
Other cases have been reported since and my office has become a popular point for
people to lodge their protest in this important and justifiable situation. I receive many
complaints about this aspect of the service.
If the peninsula community is to be taxed and charged the same as metropolitan
Melbourne, it is entitled to receive-to use that famous phrase-social justice or social
equity. A second attendant must be made available for each ambulance and our ambulance
stations must be run the same as stations in the metropolitan area.
May I say in passing that we were promised a service equal to or better than the one we
had. However, another service we have is a third-rate milk-run type service for our aged
citizens from nursing homes to be transported to Frankston or, more often, to the city to
attend consultant specialists. Although the government talks about social justice, the
peninsula has precious little in the way of consultancy services in its area. I do not need
the fingers of one hand to count the total number of consultants in all the disciplines in
that area.
Most of my constituents have to travel to Melbourne for consultancy services. Many
commence their journey at 6 o'clock on a dark winter's morning and return late in the
afternoon, or leave late in the morning and return after 8.30 at night.
I ask the Minister representing the Minister for Health to obtain an undertakin~ that
the government will improve both aspects of the ambulance service: the transportatIon of
people for consultancy services and the provision of a second attendant on ambulances to
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collect and take to hospital people who are seriously ill. Heart attack victims and people
who are in an emergency condition cannot wait. People on the peninsula should be treated
in exactly the same way as those in the rest of Melbourne.
Mr McNAMARA (Benalla}-I direct a matter to the attention of the Minister for
Transport, and, in his absence, the Minister for Local Government. The matter I raise
concerns the proposed rest and service centres that have been suggested by the Road
Construction Authority on the Hume Freeway. Business people in the Benalla area,
members of the Australian Small Business Association, and the Benalla Chamber of
Commerce are concerned about the issue, as are business communities in adjoining towns.
I direct the attention of the former Assistant Minister of Transport, now the honourable
member for Niddrie, to a letter sent by him when he was the Assistant Minister, which
assured business people that the Road Construction Authority would not propose rest and
service centres on the Hume Freeway in the foreseeable future.
The honourable member for Niddrie, when the Assistant Minister of Transport, gave
some reasons why the centres would not proceed and among them was the effect they
would have on the business communities in the towns that were bypassed. The honourable
member also drew on overseas experience where traffic counts, similar to those taken on
the Hume Freeway, were insufficient to enable rest and service centres to survive.
Now that the Minister for Transport is present in the Chamber, I ask him whether he
could take this matter on board. The MinIster has just walked out of the Chamber. I am
disgusted with the Minister's approach. I am addressing a point to the Minister for
Transport, he walked into the Chamber and then walked straight out.
The SPEAKER-Order! The honourable member also said that he would address his
concern to the Minister at the table, and I advise him to continue without being distracted.
Mr McNAMARA-I did that in the absence of the Minister for Transport, but the
Minister was in the Chamber for some time while I was speaking, but then wandered out.
Perhaps the honourable member for Niddrie should answer my query because he was the
Assistant Minister of Transport at the time and wrote the letter.
Mr SIMMONDS (Minister for Local Govemment}-On a point of order, Mr Speaker,
to assist me in developing a response for the honourable member for Benalla, I ask him
again to indicate the nature of his problem and who he wants to respond to it.
The SPEAKER-Order! I uphold the point of order. The honourable member should
not allow himself to be distracted from the subject matter on which he wants some action
taken.
Mr McNAMARA (Benalla}-I readdress my concern to the Minister for Local
Government. A representative of the Ministry of Transport, together with representatives
of a number of municipalities, business groups, including the Australian Small Business
Association, the Chamber of Commerce and the Victorian Farmers Federation will be at
a meeting to be held in Benalla tomorrow. They want to know the intention of the
government. Does the Minister have the same policy as set out in the letter written by the
honourable member for Niddrie, then the Assistant Minister of Transport, who assured
them that he would protect the business interest of towns bypassed by the highway, or is
it changed? If so, to what extent is it changed?
The Road Construction Authority has proposed rest and service centres and has set out
a number of services that it considers essential in those centres, such as the provision of
fuel and toilet facilities. Another category has caravan park accommodation and a wide
range of retail outlets. I ask the Minister to give an assurance that a representative of the
Minister for Transport will be at that meeting.
I have asked the Minister over the past two days whether he will send a representative,
and he continues to shirk the issue. We clearly want to know what the government intends
to do on this issue.
Session 1987-30
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I ask the Minister for Transport to ensure that his Ministry is represented by an officer,
as that representative may help to allay any fears. The Australian Small Business
Association and other groups have indicated that if no positive response is given, they
intend to blockade the Hume Freeway at Benalla.
Mrs SETCHES (Ringwood)-I ask the Minister for Local Government to relay my
remarks to the Minister for Health in another place. I refer to the proposed
Croydon-Ringwood Community Nursing Home that is being developed and the
community-based interim committee that is managing the planning process of that nursing
home.
The nursing home committee was established in 1985 following the announcement by
the Minister for Health that a 30-bed public nursin~ home would be constructed in the
Croydon-Ringwood municipalities to service the resIdents or the relatives of the residents
of those cities.
The interim committee is made up of representatives of the cities of Croydon and
Ringwood, from the Maroondah Hospital Board of Management, the Lionsbrae Hostel
for the Aged, and the Eastern Suburbs Geriatric Centre.
I chair the interim committee and have, from its inception, provided that chairmanship.
I have developed a functional brief for the nursing home and a philosophical statement. I
have prepared documentation and have planned an inaugural meeting for 30 October
1987 when we will move into becoming an incorporated body.
The Maroondah Hospital has offered the land at 1-5 Mount Dandenong Road, Croydon
as land suitable for the establishment of the nursing home, and a feasibility study has been
undertaken. I request that the Minister ensure that this study is placed on the draft design
list for 1987-88 so that the proposed works can take place in the 1988-89 financial year.
The feasibility study indicates that a nursing home can be built on the site and it is
proposed that we proceed into the design stage for the 30-bed nursing home and a 25-place
day-care centre also.
I commend the work of the interim committee and the architects, Clark and Kidd Pty
Ltd, for this concept and hope we can move one step further towards having the nursing
home in our area.
Mr SIMMONDS (Minister for Local Government)-The honourable member for
Hawthorn raised a question of the theft of documents relating to crane drivers' certificates
in the Department of Labour. I will pass his comments on as they affect the various people
he named in his contribution in the use of those certificates for the purpose he described.
The honourable member for Murray Valley raised a question of industries in Wangaratta.
I will take up the matter with the Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources.
Mr CATHIE (Minister for Education)-The honourable member for Portland
complained that I was not here at the beginning of the adjournment debate. The record
will show that it is a rare occasion indeed that I am not present in the Chamber for the
adjournment debate, unlike, I might say, members of the Liberal Party when they were in
government. Some of us can remember those days-long since past, thank goodness.
The honourable member for Portland raised the need for properly qualified specialist
staff at both Hamilton and Portland, and the increasing pressures due, I think, to the
recent resignation of a social worker.
I am concerned about the position. The government has established a staffing position
for both Hamilton and Portland that considerably improves the past position. The officer
in charge of that district has now been located in Portland. The government is doing
everything possible to attract suitably qualified and skilled staff to that centre. As soon as
some response to those initiatives is available, I shall reply to the requests for a deputation
and for a further answer.
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The honourable member for Greensborough said that the school band at Eltham High
School has received an invitation to participate in the Pacific Basin Band Festival. I have
had the pleasure on a number of occasions of listening to this excellent band, whose
members would make superb overseas ambassadors for Australia. I know of the deep
interest of the honourable member for Greensborough in the development of such good
educational programs at Eltham.
Apparently, the invitation will affect some 60 students plus accompanying parents and
teachers. They are seeking assistance not only with the cost of fares but also with the cost
of transporting quite expensive and, in some cases, bulky instruments. I shall pursue this
matter with the Schools Division in an effort to assist, because it is a very worthy enterprise,
in the educational program of those students at Eltham High School.
Mr ROPER (Minister for Transport)-The honourable member for Dromana raised
the question of ambulance services in his area; I shall direct that matter to the attention of
the Minister for Health.
The honourable member for Ringwood raised the question of nursing home and related
facilities in the outer-eastern suburbs. Honourable members will be aware that the Liberal
Party promised the Eastern Suburbs Geriatric Centre every three years, before each election,
for more than a decade, but did nothing about it. The government has successfully
established the Eastern Suburbs Geriatric Centre. I am sure the Minister for Health is
aware of the need for further services in the outer-eastern suburbs, and I shall direct his
attention to the remarks of the honourable member for Ringwood.
The honourable member for Benalla, with somewhat more heat than light, as one would
expect of a person who has such a great capacity for choosing candidates for Upper House
seats-Mr Jasper interjected.
The SPEAKER-Order! The honourable member for Murray Valley is well aware that
the proceedings of this House are transmitted through the members' and Ministers' offices.
I ask him to cease interjecting.
Mr ROPER-Ifthe Minister for Health were here, he would probably prescribe valium
for the honourable member for Murray Valley and a purgative for the honourable member
for Benalla.
The Road Construction Authority has provided to the community and to industry draft
guidelines for the operation of commercial facilities on the major State highways. For
many years the policy was that there should be no such facilities. In reality, as the Hume
Highway became a freeway, bypassing most of the towns along that route, difficulties for
motorists using that freeway have arisen.
The development of service facilities at selected places along the new freeway will
provide the opportunity of overcoming those difficulties. The draft paper has been discussed
by the regional officers of the Road Construction Authority with concerned residents of
Benalla. I am surprised that the honourable member for Benalla did not mention that
discussion.
Mr McNamara-Didn't mention what?
Mr ROPER-Ifthe honourable member for Benalla had been listening he would have
heard what I said. The honourable member never listens to the reply; he just shouts the
question. If required, officers of the Road Construction Authority will be made available
to discuss rationally-which might mean that the honourable member for Benalla will
have to absent himself from the discussion-the draft guidelines.
Over time the guidelines will significantly assist the tens of thousands of motorists who
use the Victorian road system every day. The development of the services is strongly
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supported by a range of industry groups. The government will continue to consult with
local communities and industry groups.
Mr Jasper interjected.
The SPEAKER-Order! I have asked the honourable member for Murray Valley to
control himself. I do not appreciate his making such remarks when I am about to put the
Question. I ask the honourable member to restrain himself in future.
The motion was agreed to.
The House adjourned at 5.22 p.m. until Tuesday, September 15.
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QUESTION ON NOTICE

The following answer to a question on notice was circulated-

USE OF VEHICLES BY ETHNIC AFFAIRS COMMISSION
(Question No. 75)

Mr BROWN (Gippsland West) asked the Minister for Ethnic Affairs:
In respect of each department, agency and authority within his administration, as at Monday, 2 February 1987:
1. How many motor vehicles were hired, leased or otherwise in use but not owned by the agency concerned?
2. What was the registered number of each vehicle?
3. Who owned the vehicles in question?
4. How long had the vehicles been used by the organisation concerned?
5. What had been the cost of the vehicle from the date of original supply to date?
6. How many vehicles are owned by each of the bodies?

Mr SPYKER (Minister for Ethnic Affairs)-The answer is:
1. As at Monday, 2 February 1987, the Victorian Ethnic Affairs Commission has not hired, leased or otherwise
used other than owned any motor vehicles.
2. Not applicable.
3. Not applicable.
4. Not applicable.
5. Not applicable.
6. The Victorian Ethnic Affairs Commission is the registered owner of eleven motor vehicles.
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The following answers to questions on notice were circulated-

USE OF VEHICLES BY THE DEPARTMENT OF INDUSTRY,
TECHNOLOGY AND RESOURCES
(Question No. 88)

Mr BROWN (Gippsland West) asked the Minister for Industry, Technology and

Resources:

In respect of each department, agency and authority within his administration, as at Monday, 2 February
1987:
1. How many motor vehicles were hired, leased or otherwise in use but not owned by the agency concerned?
2. What was the registered number of each vehicle?
3. Who owned the vehicles in question?
4. How long had the vehicles been used by the organisation concerned?
5. What had been the cost of the vehicles from the date of original supply to date?
6. How many vehicles are owned by each of the bodies?

Mr FORDHAM (Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources)-The answer is:
Parts 1-5
(i) For the following departments, agencies and authorities within my administration the answer to part I is
Nil. Therefore parts 2-5 are not applicable:
Department ofIndustry, Technology and Resources
Albury Wodonga (Victoria) Corporation
Alpine Resorts Commission
Geelong Regional Commission
Latrobe Regional Commission
Liquor Control Commission
Small Business Development Corporation
Victorian Economic Development Corporation
Victorian Solar Energy Council
Victorian Tourism Commission
(ii) Five agencies within my administration had vehicles which were hired, leased or otherwise in use but not
owned by the agency on the above date. Details are as follows:

Agency
Coal Corporation Victorian
Gas and Fuel Corporation (a)
Overseas Projects Corporation of
Victoria
State Electricity Commission (b)

Vehicle
Reg. No.

Owned by

MXF825
MXX251
MYC622
CYM497
CYV 241

SECV

CJU 065

All SECV leased vehicles are
owned by Citicorp

CVG 140
CNS 106
CKI496

"
Murphy
Truck Rentals
Holmesglen College ofT AFE

Length
a/time
since
acquired
(months)

Cost to
Date
($)

25
25
25
2
3

9392
6456
10700
2075
585

21

3714

8
18
24

1823
4083
4084
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Vehicle
Reg. No.
CRO 534
CSH 161
CLM 328
CNE232
CMS 135
COO 325
CMV 325
CL0473
CWL227
CVR 523
CVY064
CMR239
CSH 160
CLK291
CRF614
COO 122
CRG 317
CMC633
CK0682
CMA 196
COW 569
CLD200
CNE079
CMS 380
CVR 954
CDU 992
CLQ 183
CQX 859
CRZ681
CCN 818
CWE928
Cll782
CPY 775
CVGOO2
CVG 141
CTA 310
CNE469
CMC223
CMA 197
CC] 801
CWE927
CMV 324
CVX 140
CKO 168
CDV918
CNA209
CNE 327
CSR092
CVX711
CPR 910
CTH 683
CMZ508
CVX 141
CRY 908
CNY 529
CR0773
CPY 813

Owned by
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Length
of time
since
acquired
(months)
12
12
20
18
18
16
19
20
6
7
7
19
12
21
13
16
12
19
22
19
15
20
17
16
7
20
20
9
9
23
6
20
14
8
7
9
17
19
19
23
6
18
7
23
20
18
17
11
6
15
10
18
7
11
16
11
13

Cost to
Date
($)

2575
2575
3537
3311
3 165
2943
3351
3316
1421
1 621
1650
3427
2575
3868
2454
2943
2309
3426
3775
3427
2742
3537
3 127
2814
2062
3607
3537
1 931
2258
3913
1 340
3537
2690
1 823
1 596
2065
3127
3427
3427
3913
1 340
3247
1 650
3670
3607
3311
3383
2360
1 414
2883
2 147
3246
1650
2360
2734
2524
2498
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o/time

Agency

Victour Properties

since
acquired

Vehicle
Reg. No.

Owned by

CPF 309
CLK951
CDQ 139
CUY 678
CMM305
CVZ 173
CCI529
CSM 306
CVZ 174
CUS 396
CSQ 579
CD0973
CQE 777
COG 249
CCN 818
CYD 143
CWR472
CWN 758
CQZ870
CCU 867
CBR 126

All owned by Ford Credit

Cost to
Date

(months)

($)

15
20
21
6
19
7
23
10
6
7
10
21
13
17
23

2869
3537
4570
1610
3281
1644
3915
2292
1480
1200
2295
3714
3405
4020
3913
1294
2003
3583
4056
3535
8336

4

6
7
13
12
26

Notes: (a) The Gas and Fuel Corporation's hired vehicle is a tray truck with heavy duty tailgate for use in the
corporation's asbestos meter box program.
(b) All State Electricity Commission vehicles are allocated to executives entitled to vehicles. Leasing was
considered the most economical way of providing executives with vehicles prior to the end of 1986.
Since then no new vehicles have been leased, nor have existing leases been extended; all replacement
vehicles are now being purchased.
Part 6
Department ofIndustry. Technology and Resources
Albury Wodonga (Victoria) Corporation
Alpine Resorts Commission
Coal Corporation of Victoria
Geelong Regional Commission
Latrobe Regional Commission
Liquor Control Commission
Overseas Projects Corporation of Victoria
Small Business Development Corporation
Victorian Economic Development Corporation
Victorian Solar Energy Council
Victorian Tourism Commission (including Victour Properties)
Gas and Fuel Corporation -non-passenger field vehicles
-passenger field vehicles
-head office pool vehicles
State Electricity Commission-customer service
-development and construction
-administration
-production
-transmission

98
33
15
8
8
1
1

7
7
1
28
2021
541
169,
2760
209
412
1352
634

PORTABLE FIRE EXTINGUISHERS
(Question No. 151)

Mr CROZIER (Portland) asked the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:
1. Whether the government will require the use of the standards certification mark for portable fire extinguishers;
if not, what procedures are planned to ensure the safety of the consumer?
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2. Whether the government will ensure that any portable fire extinguisher manufactured or sold in Victoria
conforms to the requirements of the Standards Association of Australia?
3. Whether it is a requirement for any organisation-including government departments. authorities or
instrumentalities-servicing portable fire extinguishers in Victoria to do so in accordance with Australian
Standard 1851.1.7; if so. what procedures ensure that this standard is upheld?
4. Whether the government will resolve the conflict of interest arising from the Metropolitan Fire Brigade and
the Country Fire Authority both being engaged in the supply and servicing of portable fire extinguishers while at
the same time being responsible for policing the Acts and regulations relating to such equipment?

Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and Emergency Services)-The answer is:
I. There is no current requirement for the use of the standards certification mark for portable fire extinguishers.
To ensure consumer safety, fire extinguishers may be sold in Victoria only if they comply with the relevant
manufacturing standards as stated in the Consumer Affairs Act 1972 [Consumer Affairs (Product Safety) (Portable
Fire Extinguishers) Regulations 1977. Amended 1980.]
2. Every fire extinguisher manufactured or sold in Victoria is required by the Consumer Affairs Act 1972
[Consumer Affairs (Product Safety) (Portable Fire Extinguishers) Regulations 1977. Amended 1980] to comply
with the relevant Australian standards.
3. It is required by the Victoria Building Regulations Part 59.2 that all fire extinguishers be maintained in
accordance with Australian Standard 1851.1.
Normally groups such as local councils. insurance companies. fire brigades or servicing bodies ensure the
standard is upheld. Any person bound to carry out any work under this regulation who does not complete the
work as required is liable under the associated penalties within the regulations.
4. In the interests of both efficiency and impartiality, both the Metropolitan Fire Brigade and the Country Fire
Authority have developed organisational structures which clearly differentiate between their marketing and
servicing operations and their inspectorial functions. Both agencies are obliged to compete on the open market
for any supply, servicing and maintenance work which they may receive. and neither enjoys a privileged position
by virtue of its statutory rules.
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Tuesday, 15 September 1987
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T. Edmunds) took the chair at 2.7 p.m. and read the prayer.
QUESTIONS JVITHOUT NOTICE

CONTINENT AL AIRLINES INC.
Mr AUSTIN (Ripon)-Did the Premier tell Mr Flanagan, QC, in August 1985 that he
had information regarding the former Governor's travel on Continental Airlines Inc. and,
if so, what was the source of that information?
Mr CAIN (Premier)-I have already said that I do not intend to canvass the matters
that have been cast around like pearls before swine in another place when the matter is
under consideration by the Administrative Appeals Tribunal. If the "acting" Leader of
the Opposition is so concerned about these matters, he should examine the Ministerial
statement I made at the time, which fully explains why certain actions were taken in the
matters to which he refers.
I can only assume that the Deputy Leader of the Opposition is taking the kind of interest
that the Leader of the Opposition took approximately two years ago. Apparently, the
Leader of the Opposition was so bored by his own lack of performance that he has taken
off He is not here!

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr CAIN-It is extraordinary that an Opposition that says it is so concerned about
issues has a Leader who is not here to talk about those issues. Parliament today is debating
the State Budget~ the Commonwealth Budget will be handed down tonight and the Leader
of the Opposition is not here to talk about either of them.
Mr DELZOPPO (Narracan)-Mr Speaker, my point of order, as usual, relates to
Standing Order No. 127. The Premier is debating the question and I believe he should be
pulled into line.
The SPEAKER-Order! I uphold the point of order. I ask the Premier not to debate
where the Leader of the Opposition is or is not.
Mr CAIN (Premier)-I direct the ""acting" Leader of the Opposition to the material
that has been made available to this place on many occasions previously on the matters to
which he has directed my attention.

MOOROOPNA ROAD TRAFFIC AUTHORITY OFFICE
Mr ROSS-EDW ARDS (Leader of the National Party)-Is the Minister for Transport
aware that the Road Traffic Authority office at Mooroopna has had its telephone system
disrupted for three weeks and that the telephones have not been answered? It is a large
office and attends to a tremendous amount of business. The disorder means that people
throughout the Goulburn Valley and beyond have to get into their cars and drive to the
Mooroopna office to conduct their business. That is objectionable.
Apparently, money has been allocated to the Ministry of Transport for new premises to
be built but, for some reason or another, the Minister has not proceeded to instigate that
work.
Mr ROPER (Minister for Transport)-I understand that the Leader of the National
Party-or his staff-visited the Road Traffic Authority offices in Shepparton this morning
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and he will be aware that there are significant ongoing problems with the standard of
facilities there. and an industrial dispute.
I have met with officers of the Municipal Officers Association and I had discussed the
matter with the Victorian Public Service Association some time ago. As the honourable
member will be aware. improvement of the Shepparton office has been on the forward
program of the authority and I am delighted to be able to inform the House that the
Treasurer and I have reached agreement on the rebuilding of the facility, which I understand
will be on land the authority owns in Corio Street.
Facilities in several country and city offices are such that funds are required over time
to repair them and. as honourable members are aware, limited funds are available.
I am interested that the Leader of the National Party is continually interjecting and is
not prepared to listen to the answer and my advice on very substantial expenditure in the
electorate that he represents.
I believe the bans that have been imposed at the Shepparton office will be removed
fairly speedily and full services will be resumed. As was made clear to the two unions
concerned. there has to be a proper budgetary process before it can be agreed that additional
funds will be available for that office: those funds are now available.
The facility will be rebuilt and both the officers of the Municipal Officers Association
and the community of She pp art on will have a significantly improved facility. This facility
is additional to the many other expenditures by the government in Shepparton over the
past fi ve years.

··PUSH'I'I PROGRAM
Mr SHELL (Geelong)-Will the Minister for Labour advise the House of the progress
being made in the encouragement by his department of young people in community
decision making through the "Push" program?
Mr CRABB (Minister for Labour)-I thank the honourable member for his interest in
youth affairs in the electorate that he represents. As a result of initiatives which the
government tested both in 1985, which was International Youth Year, and in 1986, when
Youth Participation Week was organised, my Ministry launched this year what is called
the "Push" program.
The object of the "Push" program is to establish young people's groups in different areas
and i·t involves young people organising what they call gigs, but what I refer to as live
concerts. I reserve the word "gigs" for members of the Opposition.
Pilot programs have been established in three areas-Frankston, Broadmeadows and
Ballarat-and they are operating successfully. The groups of young people in those areas
have been extremely successful and I place on record my thanks for the support they have
received from municipalities and other community organisations.
The groups in those three areas are now self-supporting and do not require any funding
from the Department of Labour, other than the need for occasional guidance. The group
in Ballarat has been making a substantial profit on which it has been able to base further
activities. One of the groups has already organised a concert to raise money for the local
emergency accommodation service.
The groups have been so successful that the government is now under considerable
pressure to establish further "Push" groups in other areas and it is expected that, next
month, groups will be established in Oakleigh, Doncaster and Geelong. In Oakleigh, the
first concert will be held early in October and it will be assisted by Health Department
Victoria as part of the "Rage Without Alcohol" program. In Doncaster, the first concert is
being organised for 30 October, and that is expected to be equally successful.

Mr Williams interjected.
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Mr CRABB-I am pleased that the honourable member for Doncaster is interested in
the young people of his electorate. However, I advise him not to attend the Doncaster
concert because I do not believe he will fit in with the general ambience. Despite that, I
am sure a brief visit by him would be welcomed.
The "Push" program is proceeding better than anticipated and next year I expect to be
able to report to honourable members that the program is Statewide.

CONTINENTAL AIRLINES INC.
Mr MACLELLAN (Berwick)-With regard to the travel arrangements and
investigations made into the activities of the former Governor, Sir Brian Murray, I ask
the Premier whether he initiated inquiries into those travel arrangements or whether he
received formal advice regarding the Governor's travel arrangements, as he advised this
House on 3 October 1985~ ifboth statements are true, I ask the Premier how he can explain
that.
Mr CAIN (Premier)-I simply refer the honourable member for Berwick to the
Ministerial statement on this matter that made perfectly clear the circumstances of the
situation. If the honourable member reads that statement carefully, he will discover what
occurred and he will learn that the government took the only action it could take in the
circumstances. I repeat what I said before: the honourable member should have a close
look at the Ministerial statement where everything is told.

TEACHING SERVICE CONCILIATION AND ARBITRATION
COMMISSION
Mr HANN (Rodney)-Will the Minister for Education advise the House whether it is
still the intention of the government to transfer the industrial relations role of teachers
from the Teaching Service Conciliation and Arbitration Commission to the Industrial
Relations Commission~ if so, will the Minister advise the House whether protection will
be provided for principals?
Mr CATHIE (Minister for Education)-The government intends to introduce the
proposed legislation during this sessional period. As honourable members know, the
Teaching Service Conciliation and Arbitration Commission has met on only rare occasions
as a result ofa number of appeals to the Supreme Court. During that period, the members
of the commission have been redeployed on other activities, such as assisting in conciliation
within the Industrial Relations Commission covering such matters as the nursing dispute
and disputes in the Latrobe Valley.
As to how the State Industrial Relations Commission will determine the membership
of boards or how many conciliation and arbitration boards there should be, that decision
is appropriate for the State Industrial Relations Commission.

BOX HILL COMMUNITY HEALTH SERVICE
Mrs RAY (Box Hill)-I ask the Minister for Transport, representing the Minister for
Health who is in another place, whether he will inform the House of promotional activities
recently undertaken by the Box Hill Community Health Service as part of its preventive
health program. Also, what benefits are available to the Box Hill community as a result of
those activities?
Mr ROPER (Minister for Transport)-I thank the honourable member for Box Hill for
her sincere and ongoing interest in health services in the Box Hill area; after all, it was her
submissions to the then Health Commission and to the then Minister of Health that
resulted in the establishment of the Box Hill Community Health Service, following
announcements in 1984.
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The work of the same honourable member was also crucial in reviving the Box Hill
Hospital, which had been ignored for the previous decade by the previous government.
The previous government simply allowed the quality of the operating theatres and other
sections of that hospital to diminis~ by neglect.
The Box Hill Community Health Service is a good example of the importance of
community health services in Victoria, yet these services are constantly attacked by
spokespersons for the Opposition.
The program occurring in Box Hill, particularly since the appointment in April of a
nutritional health educator, can now be seen as the key means of getting through to young
people the importance of health education and nutrition. During National Nutrition Week
more than 400 primary school children will be directly involved in a variety of activities
promoting nutrition, and the support from the local community is demonstrated by the
fact that a theatre group funded by the local Box Hill traders will be involved.
Of more immediacy is the involvement of the community health service in the Quit
campaign, and in the first week of the school holidays the Quit caravan will be stationed
in the mall at Box Hill. Honourable members should be aware that seventeen Victorians
daily and 23 000 Australians annually die from smoking-related diseases.
The Box Hill Community Health Service, like so many others, is determined to do what
it can to persuade young people not to take up smoking-and I appreciate the support of
the honourable member for Kew in this matter. Approximately 30 per cent offifteen-yearolds smoke, spending some $10 million annually on cigarettes, and, on present indicators,
approximately 260000 of our current school children will take up smoking, 72 000 of
them dying prematurely as a result of the habit.
The Quit caravan operating next week will be a major activity for young people,
particularly adolescents, in the Box Hill area, and among the activities that will be conducted
will be visits from footballers from the Fitzroy Football Club, as the Minister- for Housing
would be aware. These footballers, who now do not have to train for thefina1s, will be
heavily involved in organising competitions for the youngsters in that area. The efforts of
the Box Hill Community Health Service, the honourable member for Box Hill and other
honourable members are aimed at persuading young people and not-so-young people to
take a far better and more positive attitude to their health, and what is being undertaken
in Box Hill at present is contributing greatly in that regard.

CONTINENTAL AIRLINES INC.
Ms SIBREE (Kew)-Did the Premier recently request a meeting with the Editor of the
Melbourne H era/d, and was one of the subjects discussed at a subsequent meeting the
newspaper's reporting of the proceedings of the Administrative Appeals Tribunal regarding
the Continental Airlines Inc. ticket scandal~ if so, what was the government's and the
Premier's position in those discussions?

Mr CAIN (Premier)-The Opposition seems to be even more inept when its Leader is
away-I did not think that was possible! At a time when important issues are facing this
State, the Leader of the Opposition .takes off for a holiday. When all the undecided issues
still remain, those which are undecided in the Liberal Party's party room, such as liquor
and all the matters relating to gun laws in this State-The SPEAKER-Order! If the Premier is debating the subject, he is out of order .

. Mr CAiN-Mr Speaker, I am merely pointing out that while all these great issues
surround us, the Leader of the Opposition takes off on a holiday. He is a Clayton's Leader
o(the Opposition.
Mr DELZOPPO (Narracan)-On a point of order, Mr Speaker, you have already ruled
the Premier out of order in mentioning the Leader of the Opposition. The Premier is
debating the question and should be brought back to order.
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The SPEAKER-Order! I must confess that I did not realise I had ruled that the
Premier should not mention the Leader of the Opposition. I do not believe I did so.
However, the Premier is aware that he should not debate the question, and I ask him to
cease doing so.
Mr CAIN (Premier)-In my job, I continue to talk with a whole range of people about
a whole range of issues, and I will not be talking to members of the Opposition about
them, either.

VICTORIAN WINE EXPORTS
Mr ROWE (Essendon)-Can the Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources
indicate to the House the specific measures being taken by the government to encourage
the export of Victorian wines?
Mr FORDHAM (Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources)-It is true that
within the government's economic strategy a commitment was made for assistance to be
given to trade exposed sectors, particularly those areas considered to have the potential
for significant export growth, and the wine industry was so targeted by the government
some years ago.
Significant growth has occurred in the wine industry throughout Victoria. As honourable
members would be aware, in 1967 this State had only nine licensed vignerons~ ten years
later that figure had grown to 51; and it has now grown to 135. That has had a significant
impact on investment and employment and, now, also on export growth.
A significant feature
corner of the State one
potential that Victoria
sales has occurred both

of that growth has been its regional diversity. In almost every
now finds wineries and vineyards. That is a measure of the huge
has in quality wine production. This very significant growth of
in Australia and internationally.

Honourable members may be interested to know that the value of wine exported from
Victoria over the past year was some $3·86 million, which was an increase of some 93 per
cent over the previous year. Approximately 30 countries are now importing Victorian
wine, including France, Germany and the United States of America, the three largest wine
producers in the world. I am sure there will be a further enhancement of that effort.
The government has been pleased to work with the Victorian Wine Industry Association
Inc. as part of that growth pattern, particularly in formulating export initiatives. In the
most recent State Budget the Treasurer announced further initiatives such as payroll tax
restructuring and other measures which will have a further impact on the export
performance of the wine industry and other Victorian industries.
Recently the industry has been involved in the international trade fair in London and
the Victorian Export Wine Awards have been decided.
Similarly, the provision of export marketing loans and business planning advice provided
by my department has been eagerly taken up while the industry is undergoing a considerable
growth period.
Finally, I direct the attention of honourable members to the annual exhibition of
Victorian winemakers currently being held at the Southern Cross Hotel in Melbourne.
Some 53 Victorian winemakers have their wines on display, demonstrating the renaissance
of Victorian wines. I suggest to honourable members who are interested in this industry
that, during their short meal breaks, they should take the opportunity of viewing and
perhaps sampling these wines, which are part of Victoria's significant growth areas.

CONTINENTAL AIRLINES INC.
Mr MACLELLAN (Berwick)-Can the Premier answer "yes" or "no" to the question:
did he or did he not institute or initiate inquiries into the travel arrangements of the
former Governor, Sir Brian Murray?
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Mr CAIN (Premier)-I have already answered this question. If the honourable member
for Berwick would take the trouble to read what I said, he would find the answer to his
question.
I repeat, it is extraordinary that the Opposition can be so inept. Despite all the impo~nt
issues facing Victoria at present, and with its Leader currently on holidays and leavIng
Opposition members for dead, it is extraordinary that they can find only this-Mr AUSTIN (Ripon)-On a point of order, Mr Speaker, the Premier is defying your
previous ruling on Standing Order No. 127. I suggest that you bring him back to order.
The SPEAKER-Order! I was unable to hear what the Premier was saying, so I shall
not rule on the point of order.
Mr CAIN (Premier)-Mr Speaker, I was saying that I find it extraordinary that the
Opposition should pursue an issue that was dealt with years ago. It just shows how inept
it is. The Opposition obviously has no concern for the important issues facing Victorians
at this time because the Leader of the Opposition has taken off to northern Queensland to
have a holiday.
The SPEAKER-Order! I ask the Premier to cease debating the subject and to respond
to the question.
Mr CAIN-I have already told the honourable member for Berwick and his colleagues
what the circumstances are. If they want to know what they are, the source of information
is available to them.

TAFETEACHERSANDPROGRAMS
Mr '\'. D. McGRATH (Lowan)-I ask the Minister for Education: is it a fact that TAFE
teachers in Victoria have received up to a 10 per cent increase in wages? If so, will that
increase be paid for from local T AFE budgets, which will ultimately lead to a loss in
programs at the local T AFE college level?
Mr CATHIE (Minister for Education)-I shall make a major announcement shortly
about the T AFE Teaching Service and conditions that will lead to a significant increase in
productivity, and certainly an increase in the number of students and the delivery of
educational programs in the T AFE system.
As there is still some final processing to be completed with those negotiations, I shall
not make an announcement until later next month.

CLIFTON SPRINGS PRIMARY SCHOOL
Mr ERNST (Bellarine)-Can the Minister for Education inform the House of the action
that has been taken by the government in response to my representations for an additional
primary school on the Bellarine Peninsula to serve the Drysdale and Clifton Springs
communities?
Mr CATHIE (Minister for Education)-Over a number of years the government has
been involved in an expanded capital works program for meeting new school requirements
in the growth areas and corridors of metropolitan Melbourne and key regional centres,
such as Geelong, in country Victoria.
The new Clifton Springs Primary School will be opened in 1989. The school, costing
some $2·5 million, will serve the rapidly growing Drysdale-Clifton Springs community on
the Bellarine Peninsula, and will have the most modern and up-to-date facilities.
The opening enrolment of the school will be approximately 350 pupils. Those students
have been drawn largely from the existing enrolment of Drysdale Primary School. The
new school will be sited in Jetty Road, Clifton Springs, close to developing residential
areas and Port Phillip Bay.
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As well as being a neighbourhood school, it is anticipated that the school will become
an important focus for community activities in the neighbourhood. In addition to general
classrooms, the school will have a library, an art and craft room, music rooms and a
physical education area. The facilities and recreational areas will be developed on the site
and be available for community use. The master planning is under way and the project
should go to tender early in 1988.
I commend the efforts of the honourable member for Bellarine, who has strongly argued
the case for the establishment of the new Clifton Springs Primary School. The school will
significantly enhance education on the Bellarine Peninsula.

CONTINENTAL AIRLINES INC.
Mr RICHARDSON (Forest Hill)-Did the Premier express criticism on the coverage
of the Continental Airlines Inc. scandal story by the Melbourne Herald in a recent meeting
with the editor of the newspaper?
The SPEAKER-Order! A similar question, or the same question, appears to have been
asked. I am not aware that the Premier has responsibility for the matter raised. I shall
allow the question if the honourable member rephrases it, indicating the direct responsibility
of the Premier.

Mr RICHARDSON-Why did the Premier ask the Editor of the Melbourne Herald to
rewrite the articles on the Continental Airlines Inc. scandal in view of the disastrous and
bungling management of the affair by his government as a direct consequence of its
inability to administer this State?
The SPEAKER-Order! I shall not allow the question in its present form. I shall call
the honourable member for Forest Hill after the next question.

TEACHER SHORTAGES IN SCHOOLS
Mr REYNOLDS (Gisborne)-I direct a question to the Minister for Education. Is it a
fact that 300 out of 600 children at Sunshine Technical School today will miss at least one
lesson each because the school is five teachers short? Is it also a fact that students are
spending time unsupervised on basketball couns during school hours? Given what
happened at Gisborne-The SPEAKER-Order! The honourable member is now making a statement. I ask
him to ask the question without embellishment.

Mr REYNOLDS-Given what happened at Gisborne High Technical School
yesterday-a further example of mismanagement-what action will the Minister for
Education take?
Mr CATHIE (l\tlinister for Education)-I was in Canberra last night attending a meeting
with the Federal Minister for Employment, Education and Training, so I did not see what
was on television last night, although I read about the incident in newspapers during my
flight from Canberra this morning. There is no doubt that Gisborne High Technical School
has had difficulties with staffing. There have been a number of ongoing vacancies as a
result of teachers resigning but, in every case, those teachers have been replaced.
However, several have been short-term vacancies that have proved difficult to replace.
Despite that, the school was fully staffed at the beginning of this year and, since that time,
the Ministry of Education has provided no less than twelve additional teachers.
However, the problem continues and I have called for an urgent report to discover the
nature of the difficulties experienced in that school. I shall ensure that by the beginning of
the fourth term-the last term for this year-a number of regional relievers will be moved
across to assist at the school.
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As a result of advertisements recently placed in newspapers, at least three teachers have
expressed an interest in taking up appointments at that school next term. That means that
the school will be close to its establishment.
I am not aware of the difficulties at the Sunshine Technical School but I shall call for an
urgent report on that school, too.

FACILITIES FOR NORTHERN SUBURBS
Mr KIRKWOOD (Preston)-Will the Premier inform the House of the recent action
that has been taken by the government to meet the needs of residents of the northern
suburbs and any further development of community facilities?
Mr CAIN (Premier)-Wide ranging initiatives have taken place, one of which has been
the opening of all three stages of the east Preston tram route that passes through the
electorate represented by the honourable member for Preston. The last stage was opened
in April.
I remind the House that that initiative, the Bundoora tramline, was first proposed in
1967 and then promptly forgotten-just as the Leader of the Opposition seems to have
forgotten that the Federal Budget is being brought down tonight and has nicked off for a
holiday.
For fifteen years, the Liberal Party while in government had forgotten about the people
living in the northern suburbs. The Labor government has not forgotten about the
transportation needs of the people of Melbourne. As part of its policy on transport, funds
were made available for that tram extension under the stewardship of the now Minister
for Labour.
The Bundoora tramline is now one of the longest tramlines in the suburban area. It
provides direct access to a vast number of hospital and educational facilities in the
northern area. Most importantly, it provides a connection with a whole range of east-west
bus services that serve a wide range of people living in the north-western and north-eastern
suburbs. It is a fixed rail arterial link connecting a range of cross-town bus services.
The government is providing a transport system that meets the needs of people in these
areas. People can use the tram to go to work, to go shopping or even to go to the footy.
These are the people who were totally overlooked when the members opposite were in
government. They did not care about these people; they were concerned only with people
whom they perceived to be their political masters.
A survey taken after the opening of the second stage of the Bundoora tramline indicated
that an additional 1600 tram 'passengers a day had been attracted to this service, 20 per
cent of whom were previously car users. That is the equivalent of at least 640 000 trips
annually and shows what can be done by a government that is concerned about people
and with providing services and meeting needs as they arise.
I welcome the support of the local members who assisted in the extension of that tram
service becoming a reality.

CONTINENTAL AIRLINES INC.
Mr RICHARDSON (Forest Hill)-Has the Premier approached the editors of all other
daily newspapers in the way that he approached the Editor of the Herald and asked those
editors to stop publishing stories that exposed the airline ticket scandals, the ineptitude
and the maladministration occurring under his government?
Mr CAIN (Premier)-I regret that the Opposition seems determined to persist with a
matter that is under consideration by the Administrative Appeals Tribunal.
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A wide-ranging number of complaints was made at that time against a number of people.
The government ensured those complaints w;ere properly irtvestigated. I shall not say
anything more about the matter than that. The Opposition would never have conducted
investigations. The government ensured that there was a proper investigation and that it
was properly completed.
I shall not repeat in Parliament any discussions I have with any person who comes to
see me or whom I go to see. If the Opposition wants to do that, it can, but I will not do it.

DAMAGE TO UNDERGROUND FACILITIES
Mr ANDRIANOPOULOS (St Albans)-Can the Minister for Local Government advise
the House what steps are being taken by the Local Government Department to reduce
damage to underground facilities and prevent accidents or injuries occurring as a result of
underground hazards?
Mr SIMMONDS (Minister for Local Government)-The Local Government
Department has revamped the booklet Dial Before You Dig, which has been most useful
for those contractors, particularly electrical and plumbing contractors, involved in activities
that require excavation.
Honourable members interjecting.

Mr SIMMONDS-I thank the honourable member who suggested the inclusion of a
picture in that booklet. I shall endeavour to arrange that for the next edition!
The booklet has been extremely useful and fits comfortably into the pockets of those
who work in the industry. Contractors who have used the booklet in the past have
endorsed the proposition that it should have been distributed and revamped as the
department has done it.
The contacts and telephone numbers in the booklet provide a ready, quick reference for
use by people engaged in activities that could cause accidents and disturbances to facilities
underground. These accidents are sometimes extremely expensive, not only because of
loss of property-$200 000 in one instance-but also because of the threat to life and
limb.
The department asks for the support of honourable members in creating a further
awareness of the need to use the booklet to ensure that the incidence of accidents and
damage is reduced.'
~~RAGE

WITHOUT ALCOHOL" PROJECT

Mr COLEMAN (Syndal)-I direct my question to the attention of-the Minister for
Transport, representing in this House the Minister for Health. Is it a fact that the
government proposes to fund half of the "Rage Without Alcohol" project from the Drug
Rehabilitation and Research Fund? Given that alcohol is not listed in any of the schedules
to the Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances Act, and that funding alcohol-related
programs from the Drug Rehabilitation and Research Fund contravenes the Act, what
action will the Minister take?
Mr ROPER (Minister for Transport)-This is an appropriate week for the honourable
member for Syndal to ask a question in this Chamber, given that the honourable member
secoryded a dissent motion some years ago about the relocation of the Queen Victoria
Medical Centre in his area; the Liberal Party was so full of guts about the motion that it
withdrew it after the debate. The government intends to open the Monash Medical Centre
this week, but the honourable member for Syndal did nothing to ensure that that centre
would be built and would house the relocated Queen Victoria Medical Centre.
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The pro~am to which the honourable member refers is an important program to deal
with a signIficant problem; drugs and young people, particularly alcohol and young people.
The honourable member for Syndal would understand the importance of that program.
Unlike the previous Liberal government, the Labor government has a consistent and
forceful approach to matters of health education and illness prevention, something that
was recognised by the honourable member for Kew during the answer that I gave to the
honourable member for Box Hill.
We are concerned to use every method to ensure that young people avoid the problems
of alcohol and continue to do so.
The Minister for Health is endeavouring to ensure that more resources are available for
those important programs. Unless one can get the message to the young people through
these programs that the Minister for Health has launched and supported, we will have
more alcohol problems among, firstly, our young people and, secondly, the community in
general.
The honourable member is interested in the specific financial arrangements of the
program and I shall be happy for the Minister for Health to provide them.

PROMOTION OF BICYCLE SAFETY HELMETS
Mr W. D. McGRATH (Lowan)-Can the Minister for Sport and Recreation explain
recent government initiatives in the promotion of bicycle safety helmets that relate to
bicycle safety in Victoria? Also, is it a fact that a bicycle safety helmet promotion took
place in the grounds of Parliament House today where, under the slogan of "Look before
you leap", a group of State parliamentarians broke the world leapfrog record?
Mr TREZISE (Minister for Sport and Recreation)-I am sure all Ministers, and all
honourable members, endorse any promotion that ensures the maximum safety of our
children, particularly those who ride bicycles, and the protection of their heads. Hospitals
are presently overloaded with children who would not be there had their parents been
responsible enough to provide stack hats for them.
In regard to the leapfrogging championships, the Labor Party congratulates the National
Party on its victory, and, while the National Party were the champion leapfroggers for
1987, I assure him that a number of changes will be made by Labor Party selectors and, as
a result, a better Labor Party team will chase the title next year.

INFORMATION VICTORIA CENTRE
Mr CUNNINGHAM (Derrimut)-Can the Minister for Property and Services advise
the House on the progress of the Information Victoria Centre since it opened in November
1986?
Mr McCUTCHEON (Minister for Property and Services)-I do not know how many
honourable members would realise that, for the first time, there is a centre in the heart of
retail Melbourne-at 318 Little Bourke Street, next to Myer's-where a number of
government services are focused and are available to the community of Victoria.
Since the Information Victoria Centre moved to that location it has demonstrated the
wisdom of having the centre accessible to the people. I shall indicate some figures of that
centre's turnover over the past twelve months. There has been a 100 per cent increase in
inquiries-from 19 500 to 39 000. Cash counter sales of government publications in the
bookshop over the first six months of occupancy of the new premises were some $800 000,
being an increase of 154 per cent over the same six months in the previous year.
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The Information Victoria Centre contains the government bookshop and has an outlet
for government maps and aerial photographs. There is a reading room for the Public
Record Office and the government information telephone service is based there also.
The staffis very keen and the public's response has demonstrated amply the importance
of having a place where government information is readily available.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
Mr McCUTCHEON (Minister for Property and Services)-Mr Speaker, I wish to make
a personal explanation, which concerns my response to a question raised during the debate
in the Committee stage of The Constitution Act Amendment (Electoral Procedures) Bill.
Last week. during that debate,' I might have inadvertently misled the Committee.
During the Committee stage I moved an amendment to clause 20; the honourable
member for Benalla asked whether the principal Act, after being amended, would provide
for a returning officer to cast a deliberative vote. In my reply, I indicated that the particular
amendment dealt with finding a better procedure for handling a tied result than we have
had in the past, and that amendment was not altering the role of the returning officer.
In making this point I might have inadvertently misled the Committee by not stating
that amendments elsewhere in the Bill covered the question raised by the honourable
member for Benalla. Although the particular amendnlent under discussion at that time
will not alter the role of the returning officer, clause 20 (e) amends section 208 (h) of the
principal Act, to remove the provision that prevents the returning officer from casting a
deliberative vote, if the returning officer is enrolled in the electorate for which he has
become a returning officer.

PETITION
The Clerk-I have received the following petition for presentation to Parliament:

Police strength in Mornington
To THE HONOURABLE THE SPEAKER AND MEMBERS OFTHE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY IN PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED:
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the State of Victoria sheweth:
That the township of Mornington and its surrounding areas require the continuation of a Mornington-based
24-hour station and any proposal to close down the existing 24-hour police presence in Mornington is totally
rejected.
Your petitioners therefore pray that the government immediately implement its previous election promise to
build a new police station in Mornington and in the interim continue to provide a 24-hour police presence by
utilising suitable temporary premises in the town.
And your petitioners. as in duty bound. will ever pray.

By Mr Cooper (59 signatures)
It was ordered that the petition be laid on the table.

PAPERS
The following papers, pursuant to the directions of several Acts of Parliament, were laid
on the table by the Clerk:
Law Reform Commission-Report No. 8 on Mortgagee Sales and Judgment Debts.
Law Reform Commission-Report No. 7 on Rape and Allied Offences: Substantive Aspects. June 1987.
Occupational Health and Safety Commission-Report for the year 1986-87.
Patriotic Funds Council of Victoria-Report for the year ended 31 December 1985.
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Statutory Rules under the following Acts:
Abattoir and Meat Inspection Act 1973-No. 232.
Coal Mines (Pensions) Act 1958-No. 234.
County Court Act 1958 and Interpretation of Legislation Act 1958-No. 241.
Groundwater Act 1969-No. 239.
Hospitals and Charities Act 1958-No. 233.
Hospitals Superannuation Act 1965-No. 235.
Metropolitan Fire Brigades Superannuation Act I 976-No. 236.
Supreme Court Act I 986-No. 240.
Survey Co-ordination Act I 958-Division of Survey and Mapping-Report for the year 1986-87.
Town and Country Planning Act 1961Cranbourne-Shire ofCranbourne (Western Port) Planning Scheme-Amendment No. 41 1986.
Kilmore-Shire of Kilmore Planning Scheme 1973. Amendments Nos 63, 67 1986.
Moe-City of Moe Planning Scheme 1966. Amendment No. 74.
Tambo-Shire ofTambo (Lakes Entrance) Planning Scheme. Amendment No. 73.
Woorayl-Shire of Woo ray I Planning Scheme, Amendments Nos 85, 88.

ESTIMATES COMMITTEE
Mr FORDHAM (Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources)-By leave, I move:
That this House grant leave to permit the Estimates Committee to meet and take evidence during the sittings
of the House on all sitting days up to and including 12 November 1987.

This motion arises from a request of the newly appointed Estimates Committee, which is
organising its affairs. During the current Parliamentary session, it seeks the permission of
the House to meet during the sittings of the House. In the past, this has been granted by
the House only in unusual circumstances.
No doubt honourable members are aware of the extremely strict timetable being followed
by the Estimates Committee and I, therefore, propose that that request be granted. At the
same time, I indicate that it obviously will not be possible for Ministers to give evidence
to the Committee during the sittings of the House as obviously the first and foremost
requirement of Ministers· will be attendance at sittings of the Legislative Assembly.
Nonetheless, I think the committee will be able to undertake procedural activities, and I
readily support its request.
Mr AUSTIN (Ripon)-The Opposition recognises that the Estimates Committee has a
problem in the length of time that it needs to sit and in the job that it has to do. Although
the Opposition does not necessarily a~ree with the general principle of committees sitting
while Parliament is in session, it belIeves this is a special circumstance and, therefore,
does not oppose the request which, I understand, is a unanimous request of the committee.
I also understand that Ministers and members will not be asked to give evidence during
the sittings of the House; that the committee will deal purely with internal matters at that
time.
Mr HANN (Rodney)-The National Party supports the motion but notes that in the
past it has opposed meetings of committees during sittings of the House because a member's
first and foremost responsibility is to be in the House. However, the Estimates Committee
has a specific requirement to deliberate during the period in which the Budget is under
consideration by Parliament, and that means that it must report back by around the end
of October. It would be impossible for individual members-especially for country
members, but also for city members-if the committee were not able to meet during the
sittings of Parliament. For that reason, on this occasion, the National Party agrees to the
request but does not want its agreement on this occasion to be seen as a precedent.
The motion was agreed to.
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Mr FORDHAM (Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources)-By leave, I move:
That thl' resolution of the House of 2 September 1987 appointing the Estimates Committee be amended as
!iJllows:
Paragraph 23. omit this paragraph and insert the following:
"23. That as soon as practicable after the completion of each days proceedings a transcript of the evidence
taken in public by the Committee shall be published."

Again, in explanation, when appointing the Estimates Committee a provision was included
in the motion providing for the publication ofa daily Hansardbut, later, when examining
the implication of that decision, it was estimated that approximately $179000 would be
required to meet that portion of the resolution of the House.
I understand that members of the Estimates Committee have discussed this matter
informally and do not wish to be responsible for such a drain on the public purse; however,
quite properly, they wish to ensure that transcripts of committee hearings will be available
to honourable members.
The motion I have moved removes reference to a daily Hansard and instead refers to a
transcript of evidence that will be made available. It is anticipated that numerous copies
of the transcript will be made available to honourable members in accordance with the
rules of the House. I thank the opposition parties for their cooperation in this matter.
Mr AUSTIN (Ripon)-The Opposition supports the motion. We agree that it is
necessary for transcripts of evidence and hearings of the committee to be made available
and that $179000, which it would cost for the provision of a daily Hansard, is out of all
proportion.
The motion was agreed to.
It was ordered that the resolution be transmitted to the Legislative Council with a
message desiring its concurrence therein.

APPROPRIATION MESSAGES
The SPEAKER announced that he had received messages from His Excellency the
Governor recommending that appropriations be made from the Consolidated Fund for
the purposes of the following Bills:
Land Protection Bill (No. 2)
Metropolitan Fire Brigades Superannuation (Amendment) Bill
Victorian Arts Centre (Debt Transfer) Bill
Firearms (Amendment) Bill

APPROPRIATION (1987-88, No. 1) BILL AND WORKS AND
SERVICES (ANCILLARY PROVISIONS No. 2) BILL
The debates (adjourned from September 9) on the motions of Mr Jolly (Treasurer) for
the second reading of these Bills were resumed.
Mr JASPER (Murray Valley)-Over the years, when I have contributed to the Budget
debate I have tried to be balanced in the views I have presented to Parliament, previously
when the Liberal Party was in government and, subsequently, when the Labor Party
obtained government. I have given credit where credit has been due on matters I have
regarded as of importance and benefit to the State and on economic developments and
improvements that have been directed at business, industry, and individuals.
In his Budget speech, the Treasurer referred to positive action taken by the government
and he presented the best view of the government. I note that the payroll tax exemption
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level has been increased from $250 000 to $300 000. This will assist small businesses and
industry.

It must be emphasised to the government that small business in Victoria is battling to
private enterprises, especially small businesses and industries, are battling for
their very existence. The action taken by the government on payroll tax recognises the
importance to this State of small business. However, the actions taken by the Federal
government are unfortunate. The Federal government is attacking small business, industry
and entrepreneurs within Victoria and throughout Australia by removing taxation
concessions which have been provided over a long period and which have assisted
businesses to expand.
survive~

Some Ministers understand the importance of private enterprise and the fact that
business and industry need to be profitable so that they can expand to increase employment.
However, it is disappointing to see the government taking certain action and implementing
programs that do not offer assistance for the development of industry, business and job
opportunities.
The Treasurer's Budget speech refers to a number of programs, such as Job Link and
the employment access program. The Youth Guarantee Scheme has been in operation,
and the government has supported the establishment by the Federal government of
retraining programs. During question time earlier today, the Minister for Labour spoke
about another program-the "Push" program. The government is providing funds for
those programs, but they do not create additional employment for Victorians. The Treasurer
would be better advised to consider ways the government can assist business and industry
to expand their operations and, consequently, increase their employment.
The extension of the payroll tax exemption is a positive move by the government to
provide an incentive for small business people to create employment. Honourable members
often hear the Treasurer claiming that Victoria leads the way with employment
opportunities. I am pleased that he is listening to what I am saying. The Treasurer must
consider programs that will assist entrepreneurs and people involved in private enterprise
so that they can expand their businesses. The Treasurer must encourage the 40 000 small
businesses operating within Victoria to expand their operations. If all those businesses
employed only one more person, regardless of whether it was an apprentice or a fully
qualified employee, that would fit in with the government's strategy on employment.
In the Budget speech, the Treasurer referred to social justice and a range of initiatives
the government has in train for assisting children in poverty, the long-term unemployed,
increasing security and dignity for the aged, and improving human rights. Members of the
National Party support many of the programs that assist people who are unemployed or
who cannot fend for themselves. However, I repeat that the government must consider
programs that will specifically assist in the development of the State by helpin$ private
enterprise to expand and create employment opportunities and wealth for Victona.
The government should review some of the areas from which it raises revenue. It is
interesting to examine the petroleum franchise fees shown in Budget Paper No. 4, which
deals with the Consolidated Fund. The actual revenue from petroleum franchise fees to
the State of Victoria is almost $215 million. The estimated receipts from that source for
1987-88 are shown as almost $240 million, an increase of 11·6 per cent.
In Victoria the percentage charged for fuel tax is 7·8 per cent on petrol, and at present
that tax is set at 4·24 cents a litre on motor spirit. On diesel fuel the actual tax is set at 11
per cent, amounting to a cost of 6·04 cents a litre.
Compared with other mainland States of Australia, Victoria is the highest taxed on fuel
prices. Queensland has no fuel tax at all. In Canberra, the seat of the Federal government,
there is also no fuel tax. The only State with a higher fuel tax is Tasmania, where the tax is
currently 7·15 cents a litre on motor spirit and 7·11 cents a litre on diesel fuel.
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It is an indictment of the State government that it is using the same tactic as the Federal
government in imposing taxes on fuel users in Victoria as a revenue earner. Of course, the
V ictorian government is not as blatant as the Federal government, which at present is
reaping almost 30 cents a litre on every litre offuel sold, and more than 60 per cent of the
price of fuel goes in taxes to both the State and Federal governments.
Not enough of the price paid by motorists is being distributed back to go towards
improving the road system provided for motorists. In the Federal sphere more than $8000
million is collected from fuel taxes, and it is estimated that only $1500 million of that is
distributed back to the State for road construction and development programs.
The estimated $240 million to be collected by Victoria in fuel tax should be distributed
back to the road system. Assurances should be given by the Treasurer and the Minister for
Transport that all of those funds collected are returned to the State.
Fuel pricing is, of course, another area of concern in Victoria. Country people are paying
enormous prices for fuel compared with the price paid in metropolitan areas. The
government should take action through its legislative power to set a maximum price for
fuel for all Victorians, and the maximum price should be lower than current fuel prices.
I hope the Treasurer will recognise the need for equality for all Victorians in the pricing
of fuel and ensure that manipulation in fuel pricing by oil companies, which creates
discrimination in pricing, does not occur. Higher charges are imposed on country people
than on those who li ve in Melbourne.
I remind the House that people who live in metropolitan Melbourne have an alternative
form of transport. They can use trains, trams and buses.
In 1979, the Treasurer and the present Minister for Labour, who was then the shadow
Minister of Transport, castigated the Liberal government when it increased the stamp
duty on motor vehicles.
At present stamp duty is set at 2·5 per cent on new cars and 4 per cent on used cars. The
government, which has been in power for five years since 1982, is not prepared to do
anything for the people it is supposed to represent.
In his Budget speech, the Treasurer spoke about social justice. If the government is
serious about ensuring social justice, why does it not examine the area that I have
mentioned, where people who cannot afford to buy new motor vehicles and are forced to
buy second-hand vehicles are required to pay higher stamp duty.
Now that the Treasurer is back on deck and in a position to listen to the points I am
making, I should like him to take particular note of the fact that Victorian motorists are
still living with the imposition of 4 per cent stamp duty on used motor vehicles compared
with 2·5 per cent on new motor vehicles.
Mr Jolly interjected.
Mr JASPER-It is interesting to hear the Treasurer's interjections, and I am pleased
that he has now recognised the point I am making.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Fogarty)-Order! Interjections are disorderly, and the
honourable member for Murray Valley should ignore them.
Mr JASPER-Mr Deputy Speaker, the Treasurer's interjections lead me to a valid
point that should be made. He was the one who in 1979 castigated the Liberal government
for its attack on the people who really could not afford to pay 4 per cent stamp duty on
used motor vehicles. The Treasurer at the time, the Honourable Lindsay Thompson,
wanted to set the duty at 4·5 per cent for all motor vehicles, and it was only as a result of
pressure from the National Party that the situation was revised and the duty was set at 2·5
per cent on new cars and 4 per cent on used cars.
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Honourable members opposite may recall that, when they called for a division, I crossed
the floor and voted with the Labor Party because I believed the charge of 4 per cent was
inequitable. Yet, the present Treasurer now sits in this House and says, "I am not prepared
to do anything about that."
This is an area of concern to people within the motor industry who must suffer the
imposition of 4 per cent stamp duty on used motor vehicles. Of course, the honourable
member for Niddrie was once the Assistant Minister of Transport in this place. He could
not have done very well, because he does not hold a Ministerial position now. However,
when he was a Minister, he should have been pushing for social justice in this area
particularly because he understands business, as he has been involved in it in the past.
If the government is serious about providing social justice, it should examine this area,
which is of tremendous concern. The government should address the matter and try to
eliminate this inequitable situation imposed on purchasers of used motor vehicles in
Victoria. Of course, I am sure it is a huge revenue earner for the government. Everyone
knows that the government transferred the responsibility for the collection of those levies
to the registered motor vehicle dealer, who is required to pay them on a monthly basis.

Victoria's rates should be compared with rates across Australia because it seems that
Victoria has the highest fees.
In his Budget speech and in media coverage, the Treasurer indicated a cut in registration
fees on domestic vehicles and motorcycles of$25 effective from 1 January 1988. I ask the
Treasurer how he will impose this reduction. I say "impose" because it is difficult to know
how this reduction can be made.
The current method of assessing motor registration fees is on a power: weight ratio.
When the power and weight ofa private vehicle is estimated, it is multiplied by $1·272 to
determine the registration fee. A separate fee of$3.18 is then added.
The registration fee for an average family sized car is $70 to $80, with a lesser fee for the
smaller, less powerful vehicle. The Treasurer indicated there would be an average decrease
of 40 per cent in motor registration fees. I suggest that a better method would be to have a
flat registration fee for all vehicles or, perhaps, a variant according to the size of the
vehicle.
The Treasurer would be aware that primary producers already pay a flat fee for motor
vehicle registration and motorcycles used on a farming property are exempt from any fee.
How will the Treasurer introduce a $25 reduction for motorcycles? Will he credit that fee?
It is probably facetious to suggest that a payment would be refunded.
It is interesting to note the current third-party or transport accident charges. The charges
applicable from 1 July 1987 are: for the high-risk zone in metropolitan Melbourne, $265;
the medium-risk zone, $232; and the low-risk country zone, $199.

Those bodies involved in the Regulation Review Unit or those who take some notice of
statutory rules are concerned about the government's sleight of hand in this regard. The
government kept within its prescription of increasing charges by no more than 6 per cent
for the 1987-88 financial year. On 2 June 1987 Statutory Rule No. 124 showed a reduction
in transport accident charges; in fact, the charge in the high-risk zone set on 1 February
1987 was $250. However, when the rule was introduced on 2 June 1987 the charge was
dropped to $240.47. The fee for the country area was set on 1 February 1987 at $187.50
and under Statutory Rule No. 124 was reduced on 2 June 1987 to $180.35.
Before it became effective the government introduced another regulation to use the
formula that would contain the increase in fees for 1987-88 to the 6 per cent rise as
stipulated by the Treasurer. Most people would not be aware of the government's sleight
of hand regarding those regulations. If they had been introduced on the existing level of
charges for transport accidents prior to 30 June, a 10·2 per cent increase in third-party
charges would have been the result.
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The government introduced regulations and reduced the charges but did not implement
them. It then said that it would allow, by formula, the 10·6 per cent rise to the figure of
$265 but then it would remain within the direction of the Treasurer, and be equivalent to
a 6 per cent rise on $250.
As the honourable member for Swan Hill indicated, that is cheating. The rise is of the
order of lO·2 per cent but, by a sleight of hand, the government has contained that rise to
6 per cent as from 1 July 1987.
They are the concerns of the National Party and they should be brought to the attention
of the government. The National Party is concerned that the government has not presented
all the information to make it clear to the community precisely what is being done with
the increase in charges and the implementation of government policies.
The Budget shows a lack of concern for country people. Over many years, my main
thrust in the House has been for country Victorians, and I have put the views of country
people to the government to ensure that there is a balance of government expenditure in
the various areas.
On many occasions when I have been speaking, the Minister for Local Government has
interjected, "We are going to hear it again for country people". I am proud to wear that
cap and say that [ represent the people in the Murray Valley electorate.
It should be recognised that country people have special needs and consideration should
be given to the particular problems they face. Over many years governments have
recognised the special needs of country areas but, unfortunately, this government, while it
is strong on rhetoric, does not recognise that fact.

The Premier last week spoke about the various trips Ministers have made into country
areas. [ hope they continue as it will enable them to obtain a better understanding of the
special needs and problems of people living.in country areas.
The government has spoken about social justice and the need for equality of opportunity~
It hangs its hat on the fact that the distribution of government funds will be made on the

basis of population. We all know that the majority of the population is centred around the
Melbourne metropolitan area. The government justifies the changes in spending that it
has provided over the whole of the State on the basis of where people live.
The government believes it needs to cater for areas oflarge population and not take into
account other conditions. I suggest that there needs to be a change of thinking on the part
of the government so that it recognises the special needs and problems that face country
areas.
On many occasions I haVe pointed out the areas in country Victoria which require
special assistance. The government needs to increase the funds provided for housing in
country areas. A change in policy has occurred, and now three-quarters of housing funds
are spent in metropolitan Melbourne. The government does not take account ofthe special
needs in country areas.
We have seen changes in policy towards providing teacher housing assistance in country
areas. In" metropolitan Melbourne we have seen the closure of hostels which fulfilled an
important accommodation need for country tertiary students. We have seen changes to
the assistance provided for country municipalities and changes in the funding arrangements
for municipal assistance grants. The changes with respect to beach-cleaning subsidies
demonstrate that most funds are provided to metropolitan Melbourne.
We have seen changes in the provision of funds for hospitals. The Bright and District
Hospital is under threat and may be closed. Higher freight charges have been imposed in
country areas, and it seems that everything is weighted against country people.
My greatest concern, which I shall mention in detail during the Committee stage, is the
lack of assistance for country industries. To the government, decentralisation is dead; the
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word is never used. Unless changes are made to the level of assistance provided to country
industry, balanced development will not take place in the State. The policies of the
government discriminate against country Victoria. The government has a different
philosophy to that of country Victoria and the National Party. I will be trying to put
forward the views and concerns of country Victoria so that equality of opportunity and
assistance can be achieved. This is justly needed if Victoria is to have a balanced
development in the future.
Mrs WILSON (Dandenong North)-I support the Bills and, in doing so, I convey the
thanks of my constituents to the Treasurer and other Ministers for a Budget document
that I believe will take Victoria through the next twelve months and into the future with
confidence.
Every honourable member would realise to some extent that the Budget was framed in
hard economic times. There is still economic uncertainty throughout the Western World.
All honourable members will remember that this was brought home clearly to us in
Australia in mid-1985 when our export prices collapsed dramatically and precipitated a
depreciation of the Australian dollar, a blow-out in the Current Account deficit, and a rise
in the inflation rates, interest rates and unemployment, as well as a fall in real wages and
per capita consumption.
Thanks to the expert strategies of our Federal and State governments, the situation is
being pegged back. The Australian dollar is now reasonably stable and the Current Account
deficit, inflation rates and interest rates, as well as unemployment, are again moving in the
right direction.
This has not happened without a great deal of blood, sweat and tears. It has not been
easy, and much of the credit must go to the Federal Treasurer and the Treasurers of our
larger States, especially Victoria. We all owe them a great deal.
Of course, it would be foolish to believe that our fundamental economic problems have
been completely overcome while our foreign debts as a proportion of gross domestic
product are still increasing. It is, therefore, appropriate that the Budget provides incentives
for Victorian manufacturers to export their goods and will also provide incentives for
economic restructuring and productivity growth.
Two weeks ago the Federal Minister for Finance, Senator Peter Walsh, addressed a
seminar of economists in Melbourne, at which he spoke about Victoria's economic
problems. The senator said that if all the measures to strengthen our economy taken so far
are to work, they must be accompanied by attitudinal changes. Changes in our demand
for imported products, changes in the anti-productivity ethos of certain sections of the
workforce, and, certainly, changes in the subliminal community belief that government
services can be delivered without being paid for.
We would all have to plead guilty of taking that view of government services because
we all want more for our electorates. We want more beds for our hospitals and better
health services for our constituents. We want better schools for young people, more police,
more housing, better roads, grants for this group or that organisation, and so forth. There
seems to be no end to the list of things that we want for the areas we represent. We seem
to convince ourselves that the government should be funding projects in our electorates
without'realising that next year the list will probably be twice as long; we forget that
ultimately all of us, either directly or indirectly, have to pay for every government service.
We also forget that the public purse is not a bottonlless pit.
How often have we heard it said that governments must get their priorities straight. I
believe the Budget proves that the Victorian government has got its priorities in perspective.
We are on the right track. I also believe the Budget makes a genuine attempt to address
the government's strong commitment to social justice.
As a nation we have made enormous gains in material things in the past decade or so,
but I do not believe we have always made the same gains in some of the other things that
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are just as important. We lack a sense of community in many respects. We do not always
have a sense of national pride. We do not always show compassion to those around us.
Generally, we have not become a more caring or more humane society.
For instance, I do not believe any government until now has recognised the needs of the
old and the vulnerable in the community. I am pleased to note that the community
services budget recognises this fact and an amount of $6 million has been allocated this
year for additional services for the aged through the home and community care program.
This, together with Federal funding, will make a great impact on services for the elderly.
Some wonderful initiatives have come from the home and community care program but
we must talk to the elderly themselves to discover the deficiencies in the provision of
services for their age group, rather than listening to all the other experts who have opinions
on this matter. In my opinion many of the things older people want have nothing to do
with money.
Recent figures provided by the Australian Bureau of Statistics show that more than 10
per cent of Victoria's population is in the 65 years and older age bracket. That is a large
percentage of our population and, as the government, we must seriously begin long-term
planning for a large elderly population. In the future there will be a need for more housing,
more health services, better transport and, certainly, more adequate domiciliary care
services.
I shall refer to several areas in the Budget in which the government has made excellent
progress during the past five years and on which, once again, the Budget has placed special
emphasis.
One of the most significant areas of achievement of the government has been housing.
Although there is some criticism from the Opposition about the length of the waiting list
for housing, this year an extra 3000 new houses will be provided, and 12 000 new houses
will be provided within the term of the current government. That is truly a remarkable
achievement.
Of course, the Opposition conveniently forgets that housing stocks would have been
considerably larger had it, when in government, not allowed so many houses to be sold off
during the 1970s. If it had built more public housing during that period there would have
been a larger stock of houses to which we would have added. During the 1970s people
were waiting for the same period-between three and a half and four years-as they are
currently waiting. Also, the accommodation that is now being built is much better
constructed.
The Ministry of Housing is now building houses not only for families but also for the
elderly. A number of elderly persons' units have just been completed in my electorate and
when I inspected them I found them bright, functional and compact. I should like briefly
to share with the House some of the excitement and real relief felt by a number of elderly
citizens in my area who found they were to be allocated units. They had been paying $80
or $90 a week rent from their age pensions or had been living in a room in the houses of a
family member. To say that they are delighted with the units is an understatement. I am
pleased that the Minister for Housing acknowledges the need for this accommodation, not
only in the electorate of Dandenong North but also in the State as a whole.
It is also relevant to talk about rooming houses because, in this Budget there is a rooming
house allocation. One of these rooming houses is at present being renovated in the electorate
of my colleague, the honourable member for Dandenong. It is being administered by the
Young Women's Christian Association, which recently applied to the Ministry of Housing,
with an excellent submission, to administer the premises. Funding was allocated in the
last Budget to obtain a suitable property and to commence renovation work. Additional
funding has been allocated in this Budget to complete the project.
It appears to have taken a great deal of time and I know the YWCA is anxious to have
its clients settled in the rooming house. I am sure that when eventually they do move in-

918

ASSEMBLY

15 September 1987

Appropriation and Works and Services Bills

I hope before Christmas-they will believe that the wait was worthwhile. Hundreds of
people need this type of accommodation and I am glad that the Ministry is continuing to

look for ways to assist them.
Of course, a large proportion of the housing budget is not spent on erecting new houses
but a substantial amount has been allocated to estate improvements. There are a number
of quite old Ministry estates in the area I represent. One, in particular, at Lyndale, is
desperately in need of upgrading after more than 35 years of occupancy. Residents have
been advised that the Ministry will be proceeding to the Lyndale estate after it has
completed the work on the estate at Doveton.
Both of these areas contain a number of old, concrete houses and most honourable
members would know what those houses look like. The people who live in them have
many associated health problems. I hope we can gradually get rid of this type of housing
so that people can be housed with dignity in the type of housing that is currently being
constructed. .
While talking about housing, it is appropriate to mention the night shelters, such as
Ozanam House, Gordon House and Hanover Welfare Services.
As honourable members would know, these services were recently allocated large
amounts of Federal funding, but they will also receive assistance and support from the
State government.
It is a real indictment on our society that every night more than 40 000 people throughout
Australia have nowhere to sleep. They are absolutely homeless with no warm beds and no
warm clothing.

Ms Sibree-Mr Acting Speaker, I direct attention to the state of the House. I do not
want to interrupt the honourable member but I believe that what she has to say is
interesting and should be listened to.
A quorum was formed.

Mrs WiLSON-I was speaking about night shelters. These homeless people sleep under
bridges and park benches, in doorways and anywhere they can find a spot to lie down. It
makes us realise, first of all, how fortunate we are as individuals and, secondly, what an
enormous amount of work we have to do in this important area of social responsibility.
I am glad to see that the Minister for Ethnic Affairs is at the table. It is interesting to
note that the ethnic affairs allocation in the Budget has been increased this year. The ethnic
affairs area is of particular importance to honourable members like me in whose electorates
reside large numbers of people who were born in other countries. The importance of these
migrant groups to Victoria has been recognised by an increased allocation in the Budget.
I hope the Minister for Ethnic Affairs will be able to provide details of the grants he will
be giving to different organisations later this year. Although these grants are relatively
small in comparison with grants in other departments, they are extremely important
because they give a great deal of incentive and encouragement to many groups throughout
the State who really have no other sources of funding upon which to call.

The mere acknowledgment that a project is worth funding gives a great deal of impetus
to the thousands of volunteers and participants invoived in projects in OUI ethnic
community. Two groups within the areaI represent recently received grants from the
Ethnic Affairs Commission. One grant went to the Greek Orthodox Church in Dandenong,
which used the money to work with its elderly citizens. Approximately 300 elderly Greeks
are transported by volunteers to the church centre twice a week. There they participate in
a rarige of activities. They have a meal and they are then driven back to their homes. The
most important part of the activity is that they receive companionship from people from
their own countries and people of their own age who speak their language.
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I thoroughly enjoy visiting these groups, particularly the ones who have been funded to
work with their elderly citizens. The joy on the faces of these elderly people and their
happiness is rewarding to see, and I am sure the Minister for Ethnic Affairs realises that
these small grants do enormous good and are extremely cost effective.
A number of excellent initiatives in the Budget are aimed at assisting families, particularly
those on low and middle incomes. Many honourable members in this House, like me,
have constantly made representations to the Minister for Education asking for an increase
in the education maintenance allowance for people on low incomes. I was delighted to
note that there has been a small increase in that area this year and, together with the new
education expense allowance of $60 a child, this will allow many low-income families to
start the school year with more confidence and dignity than they have had in the past,
knowing that their children will not be the ones without school uniforms or without half
the books on the book list. I am sure the Minister knows that the beginning of each school
year has been a financial nightmare for many of these low-income parents and for their
children.
Also in the field of education, I should like to mention the integration program that is
working very well in the majority of schools within the electorate of Dandenong North. I
pay tribute to the principals, the staff, the parents and the students of the schools in
Dandenong North because they have made the integration program work. They decided
that they would make it work from the beginning; their attitude was positive, and I
commend them for their efforts. The integration program is one other instance of the
government's determination to assist the parents of intellectually handicapped and
physically handicapped students by bringing them into the mainstream of education.
It is pleasing to see that the Budget continues to reflect the government's commitment
to the intellectually disabled, and this is an area where I have a great deal of personal
interest because I have had the honour of being a member of the board at the Wallara Day
Training Centre and Sheltered Workshops for the Intellectually Disabled for a number of
years. The work being done by this group is outstanding. They are dedicated people and
they deserve all the support that we can give them.

The centre has not only a sheltered workshop but also a vocational training centre where
many young people are trained in a whole range of skills and, in some cases, jobs are found
for them with private companies. This is the most rewarding aspect of working with these
people. Some of them are also able to start living independently.
Another group to benefit from the recent Budget is the foster care agencies. I should like
to mention, in particular, Foster Care Western Port, an organisation with which the
honourable member for Dandenong and I have had a long association. We have a close
involvement with the agency at a local level, and we have the utmost admiration for the
parents who foster children. These are special people because they take into their homes
children who, in many cases, have been tossed around from pillar to post. Many of them
have had very little love in their life, and many have had no discipline and no experience
of being part of a loving family.
Recently a large appeal for Foster Care Western Port was held in the Dandenong area.
Because it is expanding, it requires new headquarters. The appeal for $220000 was launched
three months ago, and I am delighted that the Minister for Community Services was able
to give a grant of$50 000 towards the appeal.
The target has now been reached; it is remarkable that $220 000 can be raised in a
community in such a short period. I am delighted that, as a result of the community
appeal, the new headquarters will be opened next month by the wife of the Premier, Mrs
Nancye Cain. I know of Mrs Cain's love for all children and of her interest in the foster
care program.
Health is another area in which the Budget allocation this year has been increased. The
allocation of $500 000 for the Dandenong and District Hospital to commence upgrading
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and renovating the casualty department is of interest to the honourable member for
Dandenong and me. The Dandenong and District Hospital treats the largest number of
road accident patients of any hospital in Victoria. To say that the casualty section is
antiquated is an understatement.
The dedicated staff in the casualty section have laboured for many years with less than
the best equipment and surroundings. I am pleased that the Minister for Health has
recognised the need to provide upgraded and extended facilities for that casualty
department. My colleague, the honourable member for Dandenong, and I were pleased
recently that the Minister for Health accepted an invitation to inspect the Dandenong
hospital, to see first-hand the conditions of the casualty department and the antiquated
north ward block, which we hope will receive funding at a later stage.
An amount for neighbourhood reviews has been allocated again in the transport budget.
I congratulate the Minister for Transport because past neighbourhood reviews have
successfully identified the need for additional services for the areas concerned. The Minister
for Transport and his Ministry have given a commitment to neighbourhood reviews, for
which they ought to be commended.
I hope the Dandenong neighbourhood review will result in the Mulgrave area, in my
electorate, receiving extra services. This area has been established for many years and has
a deficiency in public transport facilities. Many children in the area who would like to go
to schools other than the local high school are prevented from so doing because no public
transport to the nearest technical school is available.
I thank the honourable member for Glen Waverley for assisting, in a rare bipartisan
approach, by making representations with me on this matter. We hope our adjoining areas
will be better served in future.
In the area of youth affairs, the government has shown care and concern for young
people in a variety of ways. Young Victorians are not only important to the future of our
State but also play an important part in the present. The government has been able to
provide many additional traineeships andjob opportunities for young people through the
Youth Guarantee Scheme. A program is now operating in which the government is writing
to young people between the ages of fifteen and nineteen years, particularly those who
have been out of work for more than six months. Those young men and women are being
allocated counsellors' to assist them, to assess their problems and to help them find
employment.
Victoria's model is being copied by many overseas countries that have had similar
youth unemployment problems. The Minister for Labour, as the Minister responsible for
youth affairs, is always looking for ways to assist young people. The Premier recently
launched the Victorian Rock Foundation with a grant of $400 000; the intention of that
foundation is to promote Melbourne as an international and national centre for the
production of rock music. The foundation will create opportunities for young people in
training, employment and careers.
Dandenong North has a special interest in the Victorian Rock Foundation because local
celebrity, John Farnham, is closely associated with the area, having attended primary and
high schools in Dandenong North. He is a special person, and the people of Dandenong
North are pleased thqt he has progressed so well in his chosen career.
Mr Stockdale-He is nearly as important as Robbie flower.
Mrs WILSON-I wish it were Robbie flower but I will settle for John Farnham.
Earlier in the debate I said that the Budget was framed to give confidence and incentive
to the private sector, while simultaneously affording due recognition to the government's
commitment to social justice. Much has been done during the five ~nd half years of the
Cain government and more will be achieved during the next twelve mOfl:hs. I am pleased
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to support the 1987 Budget, which I believe is a blueprint for Victoria's future success
during the next twelve months.

Ms SIBREE (Kew)-It is a shame that the important Budget debate has been marred
today by what I believe to be the complete arrogance of the Premier, in traducing the
processes of Parliament by deciding to hold a public party in Queen's Hall while Parliament
is sitting. I believe it has never happened and I would not mind betting that neither the
President nor the Speaker was consulted on whether it was proper and correct for the
Premier to be switching on gas lights, while all present talked, clapped and carried on in
Queen's Hall, while this Parliament attempts to carry on a debate on the important State
Budget.
The House ought to be apologising, on behalf of the Premier, to the honourable member
for Dandenong North, who made an eloquent and worthwhile speech, containing many
points to which careful attention should have been paid, during which the Premier's guests
were partying on in Queen's Hall, ignoring the processes of Parliament. That behaviour
shows an arrogance for what Parliament is supposed to be doing, namely, representing the
people of this State.
I place on record the objections of many of my colleagues and me at the complete
contempt of this Parliament. I hope that message goes to the Premier. I understand he is
turning on some gas lights~ it seems that what he is doing is turning back the clock. Some
areas of the Budget on which I should like to comment signify that the government is
turning back the clock, and turning it back on the people of Victoria in many vital and
important services about which the Budget should be concerned.
The honourable member for Dandenong North has commented on matters in which
she has a specific interest and I commend her for knowing her electorate so well. Several
of the points she made are interesting because of the policy initiatives the government is
considering adopting in a number of specific areas in which I, too, have an interest.
The honourable member for Dandenong North mentioned her interest in the Wallara
Day Training Centre and Sheltered Workshops for the Intellectually Disabled. The
government has issued a ten-year plan, commissioned by Nielson and Associates, on
services for intellectually-disabled people. Much controversy has surrounded the plan.
The Wallara Day Training Centre and Sheltered Workshops for the Intellectually Disabled·
in Dandenong North, and Kew Children's Cottages in Keware mentioned in the plan; as
a result of the possible implementation of the plan, those places may be closed.
I was interested to hear the honourable member for Dandenong North congratulating
the government for its support of places such as the Wallara Day Training Centre and
Sheltered Workshops for the Intellectually Disabled. I am delighted that the honourable
member and people assisting in running that institution believe the government should
be encouraged for its efforts, but that was not what occurred when the Kew Children's
Cottages wished to celebrate its 100th anniversary. The parents, friends and citizens of the
Kew Children's Cottages wanted to celebrate the institution's provision of care, attention
and direction for thousands of children and young adults for more than 100 years.
The response that was received from the government was a mean and miserable directive
from the Director-General of Community Services to the parents, friends and citizens
who had supported the Kew Children's Cottages over the years. They were told, "We do
not want you to show your support ofKew Children's Cottages by sending out invitations
on letterheads of Community Services Victoria; we do not think you have anything to
celebrate and, in fact, the institution should be closed down".
That offensive letter was sent to people who had worked hundreds of man-hours and
woman-hours in keeping that establishment going and making it a happy and friendly
place over many years. It is not good enough to be slapped in the face by a government
bureaucrat, presumably at the direction of his Minister, who says, "We do not think you
have anything to celebrate". If that is the attitude of the government, it is obvious that the
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honourable member for Dandenong North is not speaking to the same people who are
dealing with the Kew Children's Cottages. The people involved with that institution
suffered a severe blow only a few months ago; they are now extremely concerned about
the future of that institution.
The Nielson and Associates ten-year plan-a sophisticated and worthwhile documentwas not mentioned in last year's or this year's Budget Papers; That document has given
Parliament and Victorians a basis for decision making. The document cost the Victorian
taxpayer $380 000, but that significant sum does not appear anywhere in the Budget.
Many community organisations wish to respond to that document in a meaningful and
professional way to ensure that their points of view are recorded. Many parents of the
inmates of the Kew Children's Cottages and St Gabriel's Centre in Balwyn are concerned
that the institutions should not go out of existence. They want to ensure that there are
some full-time caring and professional centres looking after the profoundly intellectually
disabled and poorly functioning individuals. Those people wish to respond to that
document. but it is difficult for parents to dip into their own pockets to pay for such a
service.
I urge the government to consider carefully any approaches made to it for financial
assistance to be given to parent organisations so that they can respond to this complex
four-volume information document and put forward their important points of view.
There is significant confusion in the community about where the government stands on
the ten-year plan. People are unsure about whether the document belongs to the consultants
or the government. Although the government says it does not have a plan and will not talk
about a plan, it has decided to provide $30 000 to Nielson and Associates to discuss the
plan's proposals with the community.
Last week I chaired a meeting at which public servants spoke about the plan using the
Royal "we". They said, "We want to do this" or "We want to do that" or "We think this
is the best way to go". There is little wonder that people are confused. I urge the government
to carefully address the important issues in this complex area.
The honourable member for Brighton capably dissected the Opposition's financial
concerns about the Budget. He pointed to the hidden debt, the off-Budget items and the
fact that Victoria is going further into debt. The only action taken by the government is to
sell off $200 million of assets which have been built up and paid for by Victorians over
many years.
Why has Victoria accumulated this debt? What should be done about it? Under the
Cain Labor government Victorians should be $633 million better off than they are. The
government has wasted that amount of taxpayers' money on stupid decision making and
public relations exercises that have not changed the life of one Victorian. Its programs
have not taken one child out of poverty or put one person into ajob. The government has
been involved simply in wasting money.
I suggest to the Treasurer that, if he had managed many of the government's decisions
better over the past five years, there would be no need to 'sell government-owned land to
realise $200 million. The properties to be sold have yet to be determined or made public.
Where are these properties?
Willsmere Hospital in Kew will probably be part of the government's proposal.
Apparently it is on a list to be sold off, in part, next year. The local council has not been
consulted in any meaningful way about the proposed use of that land. The government is
continuing with its secret deals, but local residents know nothing about its plan.
Will the Kew Children's Cottages form part of the $200 million sell-ofi'? Will St George's
Hospital be part of the government's plan to sell land and assets owned by the Victorian
public?
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I suggest that St George's Hospital, which may be worth between $30 million and $40
million, is on the government's hit list in its attempt to salvage and claw back some of its
expenditure extravagances over the past five years. St George's Hospital has been an
important part of the health care system in the eastern suburbs. It has an excellent record
of treating and caring for the residents in the surrounding area for 75 ye~rs.
The hospital has developed suitable responses to community health needs, and it has a
strong and 'r:ell-respected maternity section. Its maternity section is an excellent teaching
facility. Its children's ward provides services to children from the eastern suburbs, such as
Kew, Hawthorn, Camberwell, Doncaster, Templestowe, Box Hill, Mitcham and further
up the line in marginal'seats, about which the government is vitally concerned.
In August a marginal seats committee was established by the Secretary of the Victorian
Branch of the Australian Labor Party, Peter Batchelor, and Mitcham and Box Hill were
two of the seats included. I am certain the honourable members for Mitcham and Box Hill
are concerned that St George's Hospital is under threat and that 'their constituents may no
longer have a choice of attending that wonderful public hospital.
The government is saying that St George's Hospital is' really a private hospital because
the greater percentage of its pati~nts are private patients and, therefore, the government
does not believe it is a public hospital in the true sense of the word. The hospital has never
had a casualty department, but it pas not required one.
.
The Minister for Health announced that a six-week review would take place, but it now
appears that the review will last two and a half to three months. Repre'sentati"es of St
Geoq~e's Hospital and St Vincent's Hospital are discussing certain issues, but if those
negotIations prove to be unsatisfactory the sword of Damocles will again be held over the
head ofSt George's Hospital.
The irony of those negotiations is that St George's Hospital is being told to negotiate
with St Vincent's Hospital and the Mercy Maternity Hospital, about their waiting lists.
the patients attending St Vincent's Hospital and the Mercy Maternity Hospital and those
on the waiting lists ofthose~hospitals, also come from similar areas to those serviced by St
George's Hospital.
The Premier, in saying to me that the government wants hospitals where the needs are,
and that it does not want St George's Hospital where it is now situated, is flying in the face
of reality .. The facts are that the hospi-tal is where the people live who require its services.
It is near the patients, or many. .of them, who are on the waiting lists at St Vincent's
Hospital and the Mercy Maternity Hospital. The Premier fails to understand the real
situation and the 28000 people who petitioned the government to allow St George's
Hospital to stay as it is. The government will rue the day it makes the decision to close
that hospital as a public hospital. It is an important part of the public ,hospital health
', ..
system.
Ififue government believes it can get a quick fix for the Budget deficit by selling off that
hospital to private interests, it will be creating more problems than it solves. The
government has its priorities wrong and has wasted $633 million.';
What could the government have done with that amount? Where did the government
actually lose $633 million? The government could.have provided the community with all
the extra police the Victoria Police Association wants and the governmenfhas promised,
but the community cannot believe that promise because the last time the government
promi~ed something it did not deliver.
,I

The government could have got most children who are now in poverty, which is what
the social justice strategy is aimed at, out of poverty. The government could have corrected
many of the problems that now exist because of long hospital waiting lists. The government
probably could::have corrected many of the social welfare and service area deficits that
exist in our cominunity.
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The Liberal Party wastewatch committee has gathered an extraordinary list of
government waste totalling $633 million up until April last year, but the waste continues.
The government allocated $1·5 million to the marketing of the booklet Victoria The Next
Decade. which was also sold to the Australian Financial Review, out of the taxpayer's
pocket. It is pure propaganda. The government puts out documents like Victoria The Next
Decade. but refuses to debate its economic policy in Parliament. All the Ministers associated
with the document have failed to explain or justify those policies. The Premier is not game
to justify the direction taken by the Labor government because he does not know where it
is going or how the government will pay for it. This becomes obvious time and again
during question time.
The Victorian Teaching Service Conciliation and Arbitration Commission has cost $2
million over the past four and a half years, but it has never met or heard a case. The new
technical and further education agreement, which the Minister for Education does not
want to debate, has a reference to the commission as being an arbitrator, but today the
Minister has announced that it will be abolished. The Minister has been in charge of an
organisation that has done nothing for four and a half years; it is about time that he
properly administered his portfolio.
Because 4300 Ministry of Housing houses have remained unoccupied for more than
three months, $1·6 million has been forgone. Because the government, with its social
justice strategy and concern for those who cannot find houses in the International Year of
Shelter, is unable properly to administer its departments, 4300 houses have remained
unoccupied and $1·6 million has gone down the drain.
The government's bungling of the Box Hill transport centre has cost the community
another $109 million. The government has wanted $500 OOO-a small item that sticks in
the craw of many people who are trying to pay their Melbourne and Metropolitan Board
of Works rates-to supply microwave ovens to all transport sites and work camps to
ensure that people can have hot pies for lunch. That money is thrown away on nothing.
The honourable member for Malvern has highlighted the $28 000 that has been allocated
so that some people can read poetry at railway workshops. All of us can read poetry at the
local library, ifit can remain open. The Department of Industry, Technology and Resources
has made grants to the Energy Action Group, the Friends of the Earth, and the Alternative
Technology Association for the study of energy savings. An amount of$116 000 has been
allocated for energy savings, yet Parliament uses Tandy heaters to keep its officers warm.
It is ludicrous and ridiculous. Surely Parliament should get its own house in order before
the government attempts to sort out the problems of others. It is a give-away to keep
action groups happy. What energy savings ideas have these action groups come up with?
Transport Victoria is selling off, over the heads of lessees and people who have invested
their life savings in businesses, railway land that has been used by them for many years.
At Ironside Creek and Deep Creek, culverts worth $160000 bought in 1980 for "immediate
use on line restoration and bridge work" have sat for seven years waiting to be used.
Nothing has happened to them. The government is responsible for that; why has it done
nothing about it? The letter I have received from V/Line says only that it is waiting to
work out when it will use the line and, once that has been established, the culverts will be
used somewhere else or they will be sold. Those culverts could have been used somewhere
else and should have been used. The fire sale of government land is the tip of the iceberg.
The Victorian Prison Industries Commission has spent $1·4 million to keep prisoners
happy. The program was a failure; it should never have been embarked upon, and the
Opposition could have told the government that. That money could have been better
spent on the rehabilitation of prisoners and other schemes.
What about the ludicrous situation with the WorkCare sculpture competition. What a
farce! Why spend $6500 on a competition that is ostensibly to promote and reflect the
philosophy of ""WorkCare Prevention". Ifit actually helped to prevent WorkCare claims,
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the Opposition might be in agreement, because WorkCare has been the biggest disaster
the government has ever taken on.
Where will the government put the sculpture-at the Trades Hall; in a Minister's office;
or perhaps it ~an be unveiled in Parliament so some people can have drinks and make a
noise while some honourable members are making a contribution to the debate and feeling
a lot better for it? The newly itemised waste expenditure list, when totalled reveals that
the government has wasted $630 million of taxpayers' money.
The Liberal Party wastewatch committee will continue to monitor and isolate scandalous
areas of waste and will continue to inform the Victorian public of where its money is
going.
I am concerned particularly about the direction in which T AFE colleges are moving.
M uch comment has been made about the problems in education but the comments made
by the Minister's personal staff at a meeting to launch the curriculum book were
unbelievable! The Chairman of the State Board of Education said that the book was
wonderful: the Minister for Education halfheartedly agreed with him; and the Premier
canned the book. I am then led to believe, by the Minister for Education, that the book is
an example of collaborative action in motion!
I also wonder about the new draft agreement on T AFE teaching conditions and teacher
reclassification that is to be agreed to by the Technical Teachers Union of Victoria, in the
T AFE sector, and the government. The draft agreement will form the basis for the operation
of the T AFE sector from 1988. The document is important but the Minister for Education
made light of it this afternoon in answer to a Question without notice.
In November 1986 the Minister for Education said that changes were required in the
T AFE sector, including the propositions that teaching duties would have to take place at
different times and that the TAFE sector teachers could no longer continue to enjoy ten
week's holiday leave. The Minister said that the number of weeks leave would have to be
reduced to four. The Minister also warned teachers that they could no longer adopt a 9
a.m.-to-5 p.m. mentality.
In a recent press release the Minister for Education commented on a claim by the
shadow Minister for Education in another place, the Honourable Haddon Storey, that the
new draft TAFE agreement would bind the Technical Teachers Union of Victoria in the
making of senior appointments in the future. The Minister for Education said that this
was not true. but obviously he cannot read or he has not read the agreement. The draft
agreement will go before a meeting for ratification on 8 October.
On page 3 of the agreement a memoranda of understanding has been included and it
clearly states:
The parties ...

They are the Technical Teachers Union of Victoria and the government... agree to negotiate appropriate qualifications and experience for senior managers in TAFE colleges prior to
implementation of the recommendations of the Review of Classification and Remuneration Arrangements for
the Senior Managers in T AFE Colleges.

In other words, negotiation between the Technical Teachers Union of Victoria and the
government is needed before any senior management classifications can be determined.
On the one hand, the Minister for Education denies that is the case, and, on the other
hand, it is written in black and white in the draft agreement, which is to go before a
.
meeting for ratification on 8 October. The agreement is full of all sorts of problems.
The agreement places in black and white the ten-weeks' holiday provision for teachers
who are members of the Technical Teachers Union of Victoria. The draft agreement also
consolidates the problem of consultation and trade-offs between T AFE colleges. In many
areas the proposed agreement is silent and leaves decisions up to the individual T AFE
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colleges~

in other words, it may take considerable time to reach agreement and that will
allow the union branches time to play off one college against another.
A number of college principals have suggested to me that the agreement means the
government's pie-in-the-sky ideas of T AFE colleges providing more student places, being
more flexible, and working closer with industry will not become realities because the
govern merit cannot provide flexibility and close industry' contact with this sort of
agreement, which will place ,a stranglehold ori T AFE colleges.
Mr Leigh-Mr Deputy Speaker, I believe the honourable member for Kew is entitled
to a quOrum in the House.

A quorum was formed.
Ms SIBRE'E-As was rightly pointed out by the honourable member for Malvern, my
comments' deserve greater attention by members of the Labor Party who should be
concerned about the agreement between the government and the Technical Teachers
Union of Victoria. If they have any real interest in the TAFE sector, they should be
concerned to ensure that T AFE colleges do not come under the stranglehold of the Minister
for Education, who is about to follo'w in the same steps as his predecessor.
The agreement will not work and will create' greater disputation between colleges. The
provision for ten':weeks' holiday leave has been included in the agreement and I ask: how
are the T AFEcolleges supposed to operate when teachers work only 42 weeks a year? It is
beyond my comprehension.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Fogarty)-Order! The honourable member's time has
expired.
'
Mr HARROWFIELD (Mitcham)-It is with great pleasure that I support the sixth
Budget of the Cain government and the Treasurer, the honourable member for Doveton.
Honourable members will agree that each ofth~ Treas4rer's Budgets becomes progressively
better. The Australian Financial Review astutely described this year's Budget as Victoria's
responsible Budget. The document is incredibly creative and responsible.
Over the past five and a half years, the Cain government has actively set about restoring
the health of the Victorian economy. In that sense, the government has been successful;
even those who cursorily glance at the Budget documents could not help but be impressed
by the extent of the economic success achieved by the government.
For example, Budget Paper No. 2, The Budget Strategy and Review 1988, Table 1.2,
Qutlines the key indicators in the Victorian economy over the past twelve months. In
every major respect the Victorian economy is outperforming economies elsewhere in
Australia.
In the important area of private business investment-at a time when the Australian
economy has experienced a decline in this area-Victoria has had a real growth of 6· 7 per
cent. Export is one of the most critical areas of achieving economic recovery not only in
Victoria but also nationally. The Victorian economy is providing a major impetus in the
restoration of,economic health in the area of exports. For example, in the past financial
year, exports increased in Victoria by 14 per cent, in real terms, which was far in excess of
the 5·5 per cent real growth in the Australian economy at large.
Gross non-farm product is another key economic indicator and in 1986-87 in, Victoria
it increased by 2 per cent in real terms. This compares with 1·5 per cent for the remainder
of the Australian economy.
Honourable members will be aware of the extremely impressive performance of the
Victorian government in creating employment. There was a 3·1 per cent increase in
employment in the 1986-87 firlancial year. Victoria has consistently had the lowest level
of unemployment of any State.
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That table alone, pointing to the major economic and financial indicators of the Victorian
economy, shows just how healthy this economy has become under the Cain government
and under the management of the Treasurer.
The forecasts for the new financial year, which reflect the strategies of this Budget, are
also important. Again, strong growth in private sector investment is forecast both for the
Australian economy and for Victoria. In the private growth capital expenditure segmentother than dwellings-a 3 per cent real growth is forecast for the Victorian economy
opposed to a decline in the Australian economy nationally. There are also above national
average increases forecast for private final consumption expenditure, which is a major
engine for economic health and economic recovery.
The export drive, which has been very much a focal point of the government's economic
policies, has resulted in the forecast of a growth in Victorian exports of 4·1 per cent in real
terms, against a national average growth of 2·5 per cent.
Strong employment growth will be another feature of the present financial year; a 2·5
per cent growth is forecast for Victoria, against a 1·8 per cent growth factor for the national
economy.
Lest anyone believes these forecasts will not eventuate, one needs only to examine last
week's national employment figures to realise the success of the government already in its
Quest to put Victorians into employment. For example, figures released by the Australian
Bureau of Statistics at the end ofIast week demonstrate that, although there was a national
decline of 14200 jobs during August, Victoria had a growth in employment of 13 700.
Victoria's increase is not simply a one-month aberration; the increase is consistent with a
pattern of employment growth under the Cain government.
The labour market performance in Victoria showed a 4·5 per cent growth in the three
months to the end of August, against a national growth in employment of 2·5 per cent.
This has been achieved despite Victoria's increased participation rate-that is, despite
more people seeking employment. Victoria has the strongest participation rate in Australia
and the government is able to accommodate that through the strong employment growth
which has been the hallmark of the Cain government's economic management.
For the 51 st month in succession, Victoria has had the lowest rate of unemployment. It
has not been just a marginal success rate. The national rate of unemployment is 7·8 per
cent; the Victorian rate-almost two percentage points below-is 5·9 per cent. Victoria's
unemployment rate is still higher than anyone would wish, but it is remarkably and
significantly lower than any other State.
The figures, which were released as recently as last week, show that the employment and
unemployment rates forecast in the Budget are not pie in the sky; they will be achieved as
previous rates have been achieved successfully over the past five and a half years of the
Cain government. I reiterate that over the past 51 consecutive months the government
has achieved the lowest unemployment rate of any State. The runs are on the board and,
as a result of the Budget, Victoria will remain at the forefront.
I was astounded at the criticism of the Budget by the honourable member for Kew and
at her derisory reference to the government's economic strategy. She was content to refer
to a committee the Opposition set up-a mickey mouse exercise-which criticised the
government for producing booklets outlining the second phase of the economic strategy.
The honourable member obviously has not read either that document or the initial
economic strategy document produced by the government. Certainly, she does not
understand the performance of the Victorian economy; otherwise she would not have
been critical of the incredibly creative work the government has put into developing a
coherent and cohesive framework for the economic management of this State.
No-one in this State who knows anything about economic policies in the public sector
would not objectively recognise the contribution of the framework entrenched in that
strategy to the performance of the Victorian economy. It is not merely an outlining of
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aspects of the economy that are seen to be important which makes the economic strategy
so si~nificant, but what the government is saying to the private sector in Victoria is-that
this IS what the government is intending to do; these are the directions in which the public
sector in Victoria will be heading; and, these are the areas. in which the government is
encouraging private sector development.
The private sector has responded to that dear direction of the government. One needs
only to step outside this building to look about the city skyline at the number of cranes
dotted throughout the central business district to realise what is happening. There is
confidence in .the Victorian economy. It is a dear response to the leadership and direction
given by the government and the Treasurer through initiatives such as the economic
strategy.
The economic strategy is not pie in the sky; it is not something about which the
honourable member for Kew ought to be cynical or to deride. It is an important document
that she ought to support. The Treasurer's Budget speech will encourage the development
of Victoria's economy within the framework of the economic strategy. There is no better
illustration than the tax relief that the Budget will provide.
Honourable members should remember there are two streams of activity to the economic
strategy. The first will facilitate a general environment of growth and employment in the
private sector. The second will target government attention and resources to areas of
competitive advantage for the Victorian economy.
To both those streams of activity the Budget is directing taxation relief which will very
much enhance the. performance of the Victorian economy. For example, the further
increase in the general exemption of payroll tax level from $250000 to $300000 will
benefit 7220 employers, particularly those in small businesses. They will benefit from the
exemption of payroll tax that they would otherwise have had to pay, which will provide
incentive and a favourable dimate for them to make their business decisions. It will
certainly provide a strong impetus to job growth and to the growth of the Victorian
economy.
The Bud$et provides further restructuring of the stamp duties system and it will remove
anomalies In land transfer duties. Increases in land tax will be restrained, particularly
where large increases would have resulted from the various recent revaluations that have
occurred. The government made a conscious decision in the Bud~et to restrain those
increases, and, again, it is providing a favourable environment in which businesses in this
State can operate.
Apart from the social benefit that will flow from the specific measures aimed at families,
those measures will also have a dear and strong economic benefit. The new education
allowance, for example, provides $60 a year to the parents of children aged between five
and fifteen years to assist with educational expenses. That will benefit every family in
meeting the cost of education. Because of the additional spendin~' power the allowance
will create, it will provide a direct boost to consumption spending through consumer
demand within the Victorian economy. The benefits of that will flow right through the
economy and will provide additional demand in the retail sector and other parts of the
economy. It will generate additional income for businesses and it will create additional
employment for Victorians. The allowance has a twofold advantage: a social impact and
an economic impact, and that is too often overlooked in the cynical carping honourable
members hear from members of the Opposition.
The various examples of tax relief prove how the government is working consciously
within an economic framework as set out in the economic strategy document. It is apparent
that many people who are more informed about economic matters than the honourable
member for Kew do not re~ard the economic strategy cynically but as a fundamentally
important document. There IS no better example of that than the comments made following
the introduction of the Budget. In the Age of 13 August the economic commentator,
Kenneth Davidson, said:
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While Victoria is enjoying the fastest growth rate in employment. investment and output. it also seems to be
restructuring faster than other States.

That is a conscious direction of the government. Mr Davidson applauded the payroll tax
concessions that I mentioned before, especially the incentive directed at an export drive
for Victorian industries. He said:
The payroll tax concession for exporters and restructuring to favour small companies is clearly consistent with
the economic strategy aimed at improving international competitiveness of existing industries and aiding the
establishment of new. probably small, enterprises which are also internationally competitive.

That is what Kenneth Davidson said about the document about which the honourable
member for Kew is so cynical. I wish that she and other members of the Opposition would
read the document and digest the significance of it, which is clear to many people and
should be to members of the Opposition.
Kenneth Davidson referred to the importance of the Victorian Education Foundation,
a program directed at improving the skills of Victorians and enhancing Victoria's
competitive strength. The economic strategy is a fundamentally important aspect of the
government's approach to government and economic management. Lest anyone should
think the government does not have the runs on the board in implementing the strategy, I
shall refer to a small example. This week in Victoria there is a wine exhibition showing
the fruits of the State's thriving wine industry. It is with pride that we should record the
fact that, in the past twelve months, Victoria's wine exports have increased by 93 per cent.
The Victorian wine industry is breaking into international markets and showing the
world the fine quality of the product made in Victoria. In the process, a major impetus is
provided to an extremely important industry to the State. The work performed by the allparty Economic and Budget Review Committee should be placed on record. The committee
produced a fine report outlining important directions to the government and Parliament
to assist that important industry. The wine industry is only one example of industry in
this State, but it is an example of the success the government has achieved by directing
attention and resources to developing the export ability of various Victorian industries.
I shall now refer to some of the measures contained in the Budget that will benefit the
electorate I represent. I pick up the comments made by the honourable member for Kew
about hospitals. I note her crocodile tears about the hospital situation in Box Hill, Mitcham
and other areas of the outer-eastern suburbs. The honourable member did not refer to the
Maroondah Hospital; she gave no recognition to the role the government has played in
ensuring that hospital resources are directed to the areas of Melbourne and Victoria that
need additional hospital space. There is no greater need for additional hospital beds than
in the outer-eastern area. The government has recognised that, and one of the major
initiatives of the Budget is the expansion of the Maroondah Hospital.
That hospital has long been the poor relation of Victorian hospitals; it has long been a
hospital that was not given the support it deserved. Had it not been for the efforts of local
communities, various auxiliaries and the people who have worked hard to keep the
hospital afloat, we would not have the fine facility that exists today.
I am pleased that the government has embarked on a program of doubling the capacity
of that hospital. I, along with a number of my colleagues, was pleased to visit the site to
view the work currently being done on the extensions to the hospital. The extensions
comprise an additional 82 beds, three operating theatres and associated services and an
additional 25 psychiatric beds, which are an incredibly important part of the community
placement of psychiatric services and the relocation of those services from Willsmere
Hospital. That is another example of how the government is allocating resources to areas
of need.
My colleagues from the south-eastern suburbs are justifiably proud of the relocation to
Clayton of the former Queen Victoria Medical Centre, and the relocation of psychiatric
services is now taking place through the Maroondah Hospital at Ringwood. I regret the
fact that the honourable member for Kew was prepared to carp about some aspects of the
Session 1987-32
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hospital system that displeased her but was not prepared to give recognition to the work
of this government in expanding Maroondah Hospital.
I was also amazed to hear the honourable member for Kew refer to the Box Hill
transport centre as an example of government waste. As the honourable member for Box
Hill knows, when the Labor Party came to government, all there was to show for that
project was a dirty big hole in the middle of Box Hill that was too big for the station that
the former Liberal government had planned. Before the Labor government could proceed
with the project, part of the hole had to be filled in because the Liberal government could
not get it right. Despite that, members of the Opposition have the gall to talk about this
government's waste and mismanagement.
The only other activity I can recall with regard to the Box Hill railway station was that
during every State election campaign-1973, 1976 and 1979-the Liberal Premier of the
day would fly out to the station in a helicopter or travel to it in one of the ramshackle
trains to declare the project officially open. He would dig a hole and, when the election
campaign was over, some lackey would crawl into Box Hill and fill in the hole. When the
Liberal government finally got around to digging the hole, it was too big.
h was with a large degree of gall that the honourable member for Kew referred to the
Box Hill transport centre as an example of government waste. Such is the mickey mouse
nature of the Liberal Party's wastewatch committee.
I am pleased that the Budget provides funds for the Mitcham Community Health Clinic,
which is currently located in the former Mitcham police station in Whitehorse Road.
Funds have been allocated in the Budget to enable the clinic to provide a valuable service
to Mitcham and the outer-eastern areas and to move to a new clinic; the new clinic will
include individual staff offices, interview and group rooms for therapy and counselling
sessions and a modern office to meet clinical and administrative needs. The staff have
worked in cramped and inadequate conditions. I am pleased that $220 000 has been
provided in the Budget to enable the clinic to move to new and more suitable premises.
Concessions are provided in the Budget to help the elderly with energy costs. Mitcham
has an ageing community and the needs of the elderly have been specifically recognised in
the Budget by the extension of the energy concession scheme. The Labor government was
the first government in Victoria to give electricity concessions and that scheme has now
been extended to apply for six months of every year, affording relieffor two extra accounts
each year.
Additional assistance has been given to the Energy Information Centre; this successful
program provides advice to the elderly on reducing energy costs, and has been availed of
by many people in my electorate. An additional $250 000 has been allocated on a full-year
cost basis to further extend the work of the Energy Information Centre.
Funding has also been granted to the Energy Relief Scheme to provide additional
support to those experiencing difficulties in meeting energy costs, an important initiative
in providing practical support and assistance to many people in my electorate.
Further advances have been made in education in the Budget. Sadly, the work and
achievements of the government in education have often been overlooked by many in the
education community. For example, since 1982 Inore than 600 integration aid positions
have been created to support the integration of children with disabilities; this program has
received additional support in the Budget.
The government has provided additional clerical assistance for primary schools. When
I became the honourable member for Mitcham, upon the Labor government coming to
office, many primary schools did not have clerical support. That is no longer the case, as
more than 300 full-time clerical positions have been created for Victorian primary schools.
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In the past two years the government has provided specific support to create an additional
2650 tertiary places, a measure linked to the economic strategy of this government, to
improve training skills.
The government has reduced class sizes and improved teacher-pupil ratios. The record
of the previous government was not impressive: in 1981 the primary class size averaged
27·1 ~ this year that average has fallen to 23·9. The average class size has fallen in secondary
schools from 24 in 1981 to 21·3 in 1987, and in technical schools from 19·8 in 1981 to 17·4
in 1987.
The government has provided additional resources to enable the reduction in class
sizes. The work consistently done by this government, not only over one year or one
Budget but also since coming to office in providing additional support and resources to
the Victorian education system, should not be forgotten.
I should like to have outlined many other Budget initiatives that reflect the priorities of
the government, its adherence to the positive economic strategy framework, the
implementation of the government's social justice strategy and measures specifically
benefiting my electorate.
The hallmark of the Cain government has been one of strong, sound and responsible
economic management. It is not a theoretical exercise because the runs are on the board.
Whatever major economic indicator is released, Victoria is consistently shown to be miles
ahead of every other State in terms of economic performance, a fact that the Opposition
does not like. The runs are on the board and, as a result of the Budget being debated today,
not only will the runs stay on the board but also the State's economic performance will be
further enhanced. I have pleasure in supporting the Budget.

Mr DICKINSON (South Barwon)-I make the following remarks in debate on the
Budget Bills. The Geelong community has benefited from the capital works program for
1987-88; it is aware oflarge projects, such as the Barwon prison at Lara, which is estimated
to cost $52·125 million. It welcomes the upgrading of the Geelong fire station, at an
estimated cost of $1·413 million. The historical Geelong railway station is also to receive
attention; I have made requests and representations from time to time, on behalf of
commuters, that any refurbishment should include consideration of easy access from the
car park to the station platform, facilities similar to those at the Werribee station, to avoid
exposure to the elements.
The Country Fire Authority in Geelong is to receive $500 000 for the building of a new
complex, and the Belmont fire station is scheduled for construction at a cost of $1·3
million. An amount of $3·9 million is to be spent on the Pettavel-Montpellier works by
the Geelong Sewerage Board, and $1·4 million will be spent on office accommodation;
$690 000 will be spent on the Highton water supply, and the Portarlington waste water
treatment works will cost $250 000.
The construction of the Barwon bridge project will cost $21·5 million; it disappoints me
that the siting of the bridge is across a weB-recognised aquatic rowing course. When the
Swan bridge was constructed over the Yarra River, the Head of the River rowing contest
was removed from Melbourne to Geelong. The Barwon bridge will detract from the final
400 metres of that rowing course. Geelong expects that the Minister for Sport and
Recreation, following his visit overseas, will take an interest in water sports, as viewed at
Nottingham, and that a study will be instituted to examine the construction of a water
sports centre in Geelong, to include canoeing, windsurfing, rowing, angling and other
aquatic sports.
The Nottingham sports centre has been visited by the honourable member for Gisborne
and the Honourable David Henshaw in another place took the trouble when visiting
England with the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association to acquaint himself with
that facility.
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Considerable interest has been shown in a feasibility study that would bring about such
a development on the flood plain of the Barwon River. No doubt many of the interested
groups and environmental bodies could come together to bring this to fruition.
I also note in the Budget documents the further spending of $9 million on the Geelong
Grain Elevators Board facility. That development is vital to the rural areas' of Victoria
and to the easy flow of grain during the summer season. It is not often recognised by city
people that long delays are experienced when truck loads of grain are brought long dis.tances;
the drivers have to wait up to 12 hours to off-load their grain at the Geelong terminal. '
Attempts by the government to speed up the access to and reception of grain at terminals
is to be applauded.
The port of Geelong at Point Wilson is also to receive $2·7 million for pier improvement.
The Point Wilson area is the site for future development of the Geelong port and the
expansion of terminal facilities. That funding is a step forward.
I note that $480 000 is to be spent on foreshore beautification and $350 000 on the
improvement of tourist signs in the Geelong area. Tourists often become lost in the maze
of roads that go through Geelong. The ultimate hope is that a ring road from Lara to
Waurn Ponds will be developed to provide speedy access for the many thousands of
holiday-makers who travel from Melbourne to the coastal resorts of Torquay, Anglesea,
Lorne and Apollo Bay.
I have followed with interest the housing development in the Geelong region and
especially in the electorate I represent. The Minister for Housing recently opened further
accommodation for elderly people. I note that, in 1987-88, 27 extra houses are to be built
in the Grovedale-Belmont area at a cost of $1 677000. An additional $96000 is also
being made available for the prQvision of buildings for the national campaign against drug
abuse. This is vital work in a community such as Geelong and I appreciate that the
government has recognised, not only the representations made by its own members but
also by members of the Opposition who appreciate the importance of this work.
I could mention many other groups such as Kardinia House and Karingal (Centres for
the Intellectually Handicapped Geelong). Honourable members may have seen the Sixty
Minutes program on television last weekend that showed the urgent need for
accommodation for the intellectually disabled. Those needs in Geelong are being partly
met by the provision of$226 000 by the government.
I am mindful that this is yet another Cain Budget and that the Opposition has been
accused from time to time by the Premier of demanding more and more. The Opposition
does not demand more and more; it seeks to highlight the priorities given by the government
and to stress the importance of those areas that constituents believe are in urgent need of
attention.
Some vital areas of need in Geelong have been neglected. They are highlighted by the
crime rate in the Victorian community having increased by 61·6 per cent under the Cain
government. Problems have always been associated with unemployment which, at 8 per
cent in the Geelong region, contributes to the growing crime rate.
In recent times the government has directed attention to the needs of those suffering
disability in the work force by the introduction of WorkCare. Unfortunately, WorkCare
has been abused by many recipients of welfare and the scheme has blown out to some
$940 million in debt in ten months.
Honourable members are also aware of deficiencies in the State Transport Authority,
which has had a loss of $221 million; the State Insurance Office, with a loss of $619
million; and the Metropolitan Transit Authority with a loss of $140 million. The trouble
is that if there is waste in some areas, other areas must be going without. We should not
lose sight of the indicators brought to our attention.
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I am aware that in the past 40 years our society has been subjected to considerable
family breakdowns. Divorces between 1971 and 1975 numbered 17 348, or 1·3 per thousand
population. In 1986, the number was 39 147 or 2·5 per thousand population. The number
of dependent children of parents divorced in 1986 was more than 45 200. The proportion
of marriages in 1986 in which one or both partners were previously divorced was 31 per
cent.
Figures show that the Federal government spends approximately $1300 million providing
care for those left without support to bring up their children. Legal aid payments of $20
million were made to assist people obtain divorce. Unfortunately, most of that amount
went to the coffers oflawyers and did not assist in any reconciliation of those marriages.
[ am concerned at the loss of the Victorian manufacturing base. I have noted what has
happened at Geelong with the loss of the woollen mills and the major industries that were
once operating on the banks of the Barwon River. That has occurred since the Whitlam
era and has been brought about by a loss of opportunity to people in industry through
greed in the militant union movement and rising costs which affect the economies of scale
in industries attempting to get off the ground.
That also happens at a national level. Coal exports from this nation are affected, not so
much by the inability of the miner to take the coal from the ground but by the rising costs
and government taxes and charges that consume some 60 per cent of what is won from
the ground. Because of this, Australia cannot compete in an overseas environment.
The Queensland government boasts that it is the lowest taxed State-$599 a head
compared with $926 for Victoria. That makes Victoria the highest contributor to taxes.
Victorians contribute not only at a State level but also at a national level. Of the excise on
petroleum products, 24 per cent goes to the national coffers and only 19 per cent is returned
to Victoria for the construction of roads.
The Australian Chamber of Manufactures, commenting about WorkCare and its
disappointment at its effect on industry and the activities taking place in industry in
Victoria, stated:
It was disclosed that a report dated October 28, 1986, by the actuaries, Trowbridge Tillinghurst, warned the
Government that WorkCare claims were 25 per cent higher than anticipated. The report, a copy of which is in
ACM's possession, estimated that liabilities from outstanding claims at June 30, 1986, were likely to be in the
range of $720 million to $1240 million, a significant variation from WorkCare's annual report which claimed
$717 million was required to meet outstanding claims.

The Victorian government has understated what has occurred with WorkCare; its cost has
been blown out by paying people who sometimes have claims accompanied by shady
documentation.
I have had approaches made to me by doctors-and I have made recommendations to
the Minister concerned-that steps should be taken to stop the rorts currently being
perpetrated.
Despite lower premiums, the real cost of Work Care for many companies has escalated
because of ready access to some benefits and the requirement on companies to pay the
first week's wages andthe first $286 of medical expenses. It is getting out of hand.
With respect to the State Budget, the Australian Chamber of Manufactures File of
August 1987 directed its members' attention to changes in the restructuring of payroll tax
to a single rate of 6 per cent, a 20 per cent increase to $300 000 in the exemption level, an
earlier introduction of the previously foreshadowed concession for exporters. According
to the government, no company will be worse off because the increase will be overcome
by changes in the exemption level and phasing in the provisions. Despite the assurances
of the government, the chamber is concerned that in some instances there may be little or
no benefit. Payroll tax remains a major disincentive to manufacturing growth and jobs,
and the objective must be to phase this out altogether.
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The Australian Chamber of Manufactures has thousands of members and works closely
with the government and members of the Opposition. We are mindful in Australia that
things have changed radically over the past 40 years.
The Institute of Public Affairs review of 1987 indicates that, although we have improved
living standards, there are declining prospects in many areas. This will be reflected in
determinations made in future Budgets as to where our community will go.
In 1947,53 per cent of families owned or were buying their homes; today, the figure is
over 70 per cent. The number of motor vehicles over that period has risen from one in
eight Australians to. one in two Australians. The number of telephones has risen from 10
for each 100 Australians to one for each two Australians.
The resources devoted to education at all levels has greatly expanded. The proportion
of adults now studying at university is almost twice that of 40 years ago. I am pleased that
the government has recently expanded the education facilities generally in the Geelong
area; in particular, the Mal\ldama school and the announcement today of a program for
the Clifton Springs area in the new year.
Australia over the past 40 years has managed to more than double its population from
7·5 million to over 16 million. In 1947, one in ten Australians was born overseas and
today the figure is approximately one in five. Migrants who have come from an increasing
diversity of backgrounds have contributed to the strength of our nation. Many things
today make life more comfortable; we have washing machines, dishwashers, microwave
ovens, television sets and video receivers, things that our parents and grandparents had
no knowledge of.
Australians of the 1980s are more highly paid, better educated, healthier and more
comfortably housed; therefore, why is there so much doom and gloom! It is because the
young people are cynical about their future prospects, not only in education but also in
employment and the opportunities that lie ahead of them.
I am concerned for those young people who are endeavouring to obtain qualifications
to make a contribution to our nation. I have already alluded to the fact that in Geelong
there is concern about the increasing crime rate, the police headquarters and lack of
facilities not only in my electorate of South Barwon but also in Geelong.
This area has been neglected for a long time and, despite promises and the best intentions
by advisers, the government has yet to come up with the goods. I shall indicate the
highlights of the police saga in Geelong. In 1982, I placed a ques~ion on the Notice Paper,
No. 929, asking the Minister for Police and Emergency Services when a police station
would be built at Belmont-Grovedale. The Minister for Police and Emergency Services
responded by saying that the erection of a new police station district headquarters for
Geelong would get top priority, followed by a new divisional police station at Corio and
that the Belmont-Grovedale complex would be next. We know that the Corio police
station has been completed but it is understaffed.
On 28 July 1983, the Minister responded to my requests for a new Belmont-Grovedale
police station by stating that the new district headquarters was being given priority above
all other police projects in Geelong.
On 6 October 1983, the Minister wrote to me again advising that priority was being
given to the new Geelong divisional headquarters, followed by the construction of the new
Corio and Belmont-Waurn Ponds complex respectively. The Minister gave no assurance
as to the timetable for commencement of those projects.
On 16 February 1984, an article in the Geelong Advertiser indicated that the Minister
had stated that the central police and law courts complex for Geelong would be a reality
within three years. Unfortunately, the issue was somewhat clouded by a local argilment
about whether it should be built on the Haymarkei site or the J. C. Taylor site or a site
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near the foreshore. There has been a hedging of intention by the government. A lack of
commitment has followed since August 1984 to December 1985.
On 1 May 1986 it was reported in the Geelong Advertiser that the police were still
pushing for their headquarters to be built on the Haymarket site in Geelong and they were
wary of incorporating a police complex with a private enterprise development.
The police chief superintendent, Max Porter, on 12 June 1986 said in a press statement
in the Geelong Advertiser that the lack of a centralised police complex, as well as limited
police numbers, were responsible for the massive increase in house burglaries in the
region.
On 2 July 1986, in an article in the Geelong Advertiser the Minister said that the
proposed police headquarters in Myers Street could be mothballed. He also criticised the
Geelong City Council for its opposition over losing the Haymarket site for car parking.
In the Geelong News of 14 October 1986, police chief superintendent Porter was reported
as being concerned that police workloads had increased by 50 per cent in three years, but
no additional police had been appointed in five years; and, despite numerous requests to
the Ministry, staff increases were zero.
On 18 December 1986, police chief superintendent Porter asked non-departmental
bodies to stay out of the planning debate for Geelong's proposed police headquarters
complex. He criticised Geelong's Lord Mayor, Hayden Spurling, for his vocal comments
on where the police complex should be built.
The Victoria Police Force has made an assessment of the situation and the Minister
should act accordingly.
On 23 December 1986, the Minister stated that the government would build the new
police complex on the Haymarket site, ruling out the proposed private development. In
March and April of 1987, the media coverage on the shortage of police in Victoria was
again highlighted and the Victoria Police Association launched a campaign in Geelong for
more police facilities.
.
The Geelong Advertiser has been supportive of the needs of the community and of the
police who are serving the interests of the public. It is time the government put up the
money and commenced building the complex.
I have the figures on the crime increases that were supplied to me by a superintendent
in Geelong. There were 4 homicides, all of which were successfully prosecuted; 18 rapes,
15 of which were successfully prosecuted; 52 sex offences, 40 of which were successfully
prosecuted; 23 robberies, 12 of which were successfully prosecuted; 41 arsons, 13 of which
were successfully prosecuted; 91 acts of criminal damage, 14 of which were successfully
prosecuted; I blackmail incident that was successfully prosecuted, and 892 house burglaries,
168 of which were successfully prosecuted.
Total serious crime in Geelong numbers 1780, of which 308 were solved; that represents
17·3 per cent. The tragic loss last week of a constable on the Midland Highway highlights
the problems that police are confronted with. There are people who just want to take the
law into their own hands. We need to support the Police Force, recognise their needs and
provide them with the facilities to carry out their work.
It is tragic to hear of a policeman being mowed down by a hoodlum in a car. Honourable
members know that we owe the officers in Geelong a great deal of support. With respect
to drug-related crimes, I am mindful of the words of Athol Moffitt, who conducted the
first Royal Commission into organised crime in 1973-74. He also served as a Supreme
Court judge in New South Wales. Mr Moffitt said that Australia had had five Royal
Commissions into organised crime, the most recent of which was the Costigan inquiry.
He said that the majority of their recommendations had fallen on deaf ears, and one of
the major reasons for government inaction on organised crime and corruption was that
the issue had become politicised.
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There has been. as observed by Athol Moffitt, a decline in our political standards, the
standards of our institutions. and our standards as people. He further said:
National apathy and inaction in the face of rising crime and corruption. and in this sense tolerance of them.
and the ongoing manipulation of independent institutions in aid of sectional interests or supposed interests.
provided the gauge for the measurement of such a deterioration.

It is happening at a national level. It is little wonder that during the past week the Liberal
Opposition has highlighted what a Liberal government would endeavour to do on being
returned to government.

There are definite signs out there in the community that all is not well in our society. I
refer to the breakdown offamilies. the rising crime rate and the need to support our Police
Force. There is an urgent need, and it is of paramount importance, that the headquarters
building of the Police Force in Geelong be located in the heart of the City of Gee long.
Local government has offered a site to the government for the erection of this building,
but the Minister has failed to take up the offer. As far back as 7 February 1984 the Mayor
of the City of South Barwon is on record in the Geelong Advertiser as saying that it is one
of several possible uses of a 5·5 hectare site near the Glastonbury children's home. The
Mayor of the City of South Barwon. Councillor Ward, advocated the future use of the area
for a 24-hour a day police station.
I am disturbed that each year more and more of our young people are involved in
accidents or killed on the roads. Recently we had the tragic loss of a young boy on the
Barwon River bridge at Barwon Heads, and in another case two people were injured in
High Street in the heart of Belmont. A bo)' was injured on the flyover in Latrobe Street in
the heart of Gee long. All these incidents hIghlight the need for a police presence in Geelong
because many tourists travel through the centre at high speeds with little care for the young
people on the roads.
One aspect of the aftercare of people who fall by the wayside and end up in the hands of
the law is the ongoing need to fund the works of St Augustine's boys' home in Geelong. I
know the Minister has been alerted to the important work carried out by Father Bilston at
St Augustine's. Honourable members ought to realise that although a man may be a cleric
and wear a collar. there is no excuse for cutting funds to the institution he represents.
Father Bilston provides expert professional care, and the staff working under him are to
be highly commended. The history ofSt Augustine's goes back to 1878 when the Christian
Brothers took responsibility for the management and care of the children there. The
individualising and personalising of care for each of the residents it receives has been the
hallmark ofSt Augustine's.
The new trend is to send these young people to homes to be cared for, but professional
people are required to carry on this work.The church is not in a position to fund these
matters alone. I commend to the Minister the urgent needs of St Augustine's and the
ongoing work it carries out in respect of adolescent and family services in the Geelong
electorate.
In summary, the Budget and all it achieves is what concerns most politicians. I am
concerned about the lack of attention to priorities and the waste of funds. I shudder
especially when I hear of $100 000 being allocated at the Federal level to refurbish rock
paintings in a ~a'!e in Western Australia without any attention being paid to detail or to
how the funds will be spent.
It reminds me and the people in the electorate I represent about the $600 000 that was
used by the Labor government to roll out an area oflawn in the City of Melbourne. When
other urgent needs require attention, it is important to get priorities straight. We would be
failing in government and in opposition if we did not use the time available to highlight
priorities as we see them to make a worthwhile contribution and remind the government
of the ongoing work that is required by this community.
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Mr W. D. McGRATH (Lowan)-It is fair to say that the public of Victoria and Australia
become interested in politics at the time of elections and Budgets. Unless there is a matter
that directly affects people, their consideration of the political scenarios in this country
takes a fairly low priority. It is rather significant that at a time when the Victorian
Parliament is debating its Budget, the Federal government in Canberra is ready to release
its Budget for 1987-88.
We need to place into perspective the direction in which we are heading. In the five
years of Labor government in this State taxes have risen by 86·7 per cent, which is about
twice the rate of inflation. Inflation is one of the major ills of any economy. It is interesting
to examine the Australian inflation rate and compare it with the inflation rates of the
nations with which it competes for export markets. The inflation rate in countries like the
United States of America, Japan and West Germany is in the range of 1 per cent to 4 per
cent, and the Australian inflation rate, between 8 per cent and 9 per cent, puts Australia at
a serious trade disadvantage.
The total anticipated outlay of the Victorian Budget for 1987-88 is $11·2 billion. When
one considers that the receipts are only $10·5 billion, one realises there is a deficit of about
$1·05 billion. This compares with a deficit last year of$900 million, and represents a 16·4
per cent increase on that figure.
The total public sector debt is anticipated to amount to $22·7 billion as at June 1988
compared with $21·3 billion as at 30 June 1987. The public sector debt continues to blow
out in Victoria. The question one continually needs to ask the government is: will we
reach the impossible position where most of the financial resources of the State government
will be taken up in servicing that debt, which has escalated so dramatically in the time of
the Labor government?
For example, since 1982 public sector debt has increased from $11 billion to $21 billion.
It took Victoria 147 years of government until 1982 to reach $11 billion, yet in the five
years of its administration the Labor government has doubled that figure.
We have to ask ourselves: how long can we sustain this sort of government debt? We
want sensible economic policies and economic management but the Labor government is
taking Victoria to a point where we will not be able to sustain a proper, sensible and
balanced economy.
One must also consider the areas from which the government is raising its taxes. The
major revenue earner in 1987-88 will be payroll tax, which it is estimated will return the
government $1·3 billion, a 5 per cent increase on last year. This is closely followed by
stamp duties on property sales and share transactions, which will raise approximately $1·1
billion, an increase of more than 10 per cent.
The revenue obtained from Tattersalls duty is estimated at $247 million, an increase of
8·2 per cent. Petroleum franchise fees will raise $240 million, an increase of 11·6 per cent.
Land tax will raise an estimated $192 million, a fall of 1·6 per cent. Financial institutions
duty will raise approximately $136 million, a 13·8 per cent increase. The tobacco franchise
fee will raise $119 million, a 5·3 per cent increase. The return from Totalizator Agency
Board receipts is estimated to be approximately $115 million, an increase of 11·5 per cent.
Those are the principal areas from which the government will raise its revenue.
Of course, the government is also in the business of selling off its assets. In recent times
there have been the controversial sales of railway land, about which many people in the
community sympathise with the tenants who have established businesses on that land.
The government is not in the business of providing land and cheap rents for tenants,
because it has an obligation to the people of Victoria to get the best financial return from
the sale or rental of those lands, but I am sure the people of Victoria do not believe the
government should impose hardship on tenants by forcing them out of business by sellil)g
the properties they rent by a public auction system and not giving them the first right of
refusal at a valuation set by the Valuer-General and an independent valuer so that a fair
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and reasonable price for the property is set. That should be the base upon which to
commence such a procedure.
The sale of land and government assets will produce approximately $400 million and,
when that is taken into consideration with the sale of other assets, the National Party
believes the government has missed a significant opportunity to cut the deficit. When the
productivity savings that we hear so much about within government departments are also
taken into consideration, one becomes aware of the potential savings that will not be fully
realised. Once again an opportunity to cut the deficit has been lost by the government.
As one considers the various components of the Budget and examines where the
allocations are made, one notes that in the agriculture budget there is an allocation of
approximately $132 million. This, of course, is to maintain the largest industry group in
Victoria.
Agriculture plays a vital role in the economy of the State. One has only to ask oneself
whether everything that the government can achieve is being achieved with the allocation
made to a~riculture. Certainly, there has been an increase of approximately 12 per cent in
the allocatIon, but are the Department of Agriculture and Rural Affairs and the government
doing enough in market promotion and research? Agricultural commodities are heavily
dependent upon market research to assess the marketplace for exports. Research is also
important to ensure that farming is efficient.
Recently, there has been much debate about the role of chemicals in farming. I do not
believe there is a farmer in Victoria who would use chemicals if there were an alternative
way of controlling noxious vegetation or insect pests that attack their crops.
A DOT buy-back program has been implemented by the government. Honourable
members are aware of concern among overseas buyers and consumers about the use of
dieldren, which has shown up in analyses of export beef.
More financial resources should be provided for research in this area. The National
Party has continually said that the funds provided for research purposes are inadequate.
To understand that, one has only to consider the amount that is made available through
the fertiliser companies for farm trials and programs for the education of farmers to give
them a better understanding of and greater benefit from the use of fertilisers.
The fertiliser companies producing those research funds have a vested interest in the
research being undertaken, but they are injecting large funding into research and trial
acti vi ties.
Undoubtedly, when those research programs are carried out, the farmers see the financial
benefits that can be achieved by using the various chemicals and, naturally enough, they
will buy the chemicals and fertilisers to increase their productivity and financial return.
However, if one wants to bring about an alternative to those uses, one needs to provide
many more dollars for research programs, and that is where the government must come
to the fore. In recent times the Department of Agriculture and Rural Affairs has established
the Victorian Crops Research Institute at Horsham. The institute has a real role to play in
legume crop production and research, in certain grain research and in relation to many
other types of crops that can be grown under either dry land or irrigation farming in
Victoria.
However, although the government bought the institute and installed the researchers,
many dollars still are needed to instigate research programs so that alternative marketing
practices can be researched and Victoria can move away from its dependency on fertilisers
and chemicals. There is a financial necessity to use chemicals, but if an alternative were
available, all farmers in Victoria would be happy to try it, provided they were able to
maintain productivity on their farms, which is vital to the State.
Advancement has occurred in some of the micro-industry areas of farming. Although
one should never forget the macro-industries of wheat, wool and meat, some recognition
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should be given to new farming enterprises. One has just been commenced by a farmer 3
or 4 miles down the road from where I live at Minyip. He is experimenting with yabbying
by breeding the yabby lavae, growing the yabbies to a small size and then placing them in
a farm dam. It is impossible to say at this stage what the full potential of that industry will
be but certainly it appears to have some export-earning potential, and I understand that
officers from both the Department of Agriculture and Rural Affairs and the Department
of Industry, Technology and Resources will go to Minyip to talk to the people involved.
It is at this level that the various departments must become involved so that any
technology or data known to the officers can be made available to these people and the
best results can be achieved.

In the area of community services one sees that of the allocation in that area of $552
million, $149 million is expended on staff employment. It is worth asking the question: is
the money being allocated in the correct and proper areas? There are two areas of welfare
about which one needs to be concerned. Those areas are.the very young and the very old.
One should have less sympathy for the people in the middle who depend on welfare, but
the young and the old are often desperate for welfare support. The government should
ensure that it is not spending too much of the welfare dollar in the employment of staff
rather than channelling the money into where it is needed.
Within the electorate of Lowan there is a service called Wimmera Community Care. It
is a government agency, chaired by the Reverend Alan Thompson from the Uniting
Church. It does a magnificent job in providing community services to people dependent
on them.
Many of the people who participate in running Wimmera Community Care are private
citizens doing it on a volunteer basis. Also, family group homes have been established at
Horsham and Stawell, and I understand one may be established at NhiU. In those cases
the homes provide stability for many young families who, through trying situations or
family break-ups, find peace and quiet and some degree of stability within those family
groups.
The allocation to the Department of Conservation, Forests and Lands is approximately
$190 million and half of that sum is allocated to staffing. The National Party sees large
areas ofland being locked up for wilderness areas or national park use. The point continually
put forward by the National Party is that those lands have a multipurpose use. It is possible
to have magnificent national parks, such as the Grampians area, with additional scope for
timber harvesting and grazing. There can be multipurpose use with proper management.
For almost i 00 years the former Forests Commission controlled the use of timber
resources at the Grampians adequately, and yet government policy is that logging in the
Grampians and in the national park area is to be phased out by 1990. As the honourable
member for Warrnambool by interjection says, that is a disgraceful policy. Often specific
trees are removed from forest areas and used for proper resources that earn government
royalties and create jobs in the community, particularly in the building industry. Those
areas can be properly utilised with proper management. When one removes a particular
tree, other trees around it will grow and expand. Once again, it is an ongoing regeneration
of the forest, but it is also a regeneration and continuation of the economy.
One of the problems seen by the National Party in the area of education concerns
government policy to sell off teacher housing in country areas. Although there has been
some review of that policy, I issue a warning to the Minister for Property and Services
that he needs to thoroughly research his position of selling off teacher housing in small
country communities. The Premier must sort out the conflict between his Ministers.
The school in my home town of Minyip needs a teacher residence; it bas a pupil
population of approximately 70 but, unless a residence is provided and maintained in the
township, it will not attract a school principal. In that case, the principal might live in a
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neighbouring township, like Horsham or Warracknabeal, leading to a decline in the small
town economy. A school principal is a vital person in the community, and must be housed
in that community where he participates not only in school affairs but also in overall
community activities.
There are many areas of the Budget about which I could speak-the Department of
Industry, Technology and Resources, the Department of Labour, the Department of Sport
and Recreation, and the Department of Transport.
I shall mention the Department of Sport and Recreation, and its value to the economy.
According to the Budget documents, approximately 1200 low-income families have had
the opportunity of experiencing camping holidays, due to the $100 000 allocation. In
1987-88, this funding will assist disabled children to attend camps. Another worthwhile
exercise is the regional games programs for the Glenelg, Central Hi~lands and Wimmera
regions 1986-87. This project will be expanded during the bicentennlal program to promote
participation in sport; no-one in the House would disagree with that concept.
A fortnight ago I asked the Minister for Sport and Recreation a question, on behalf of
the organising committees. The committees are unable to finalise the pro~ams because
they have not been advised of the level and timing of allocations to be receIved under the
bicentennial program.
It is not the responsibility of the Minister for Sport and Recreation; I am sure it would
have been finalised by now if it were-it is dependent upon the Premier making the
allocation. I urge the Premier to move quickly so that the regional organising committees
can finalise the games, as they will be highlights of the bicentennial celebrations in 1988.
It is easy to be critical of Budgets brought down by opposition parties. In an effort to
reduce the outstanding debts of this country the government must increase export earnings
and lower imports to effect a proper trade balance. We must arrive at asituation where we
pay only for work done; we must encourage employees to be flexible with their times, to
be paid only for the hours worked. Are we able to continue to support, under WorkCare,
the sick leave we are called upon to support? Can we continue to support the penalty rates
paid in this country, when they are not paid by competing countries? Can we continue
with the holiday loading? There needs to be tax reform so that those who are showing
initiative may properly be rewarded under a balanced and proper tax situation.

One needs only to examine superannuation and health cover costs; every worker or selfemployed person has to contribute to superannuation and health insurance funds so that
true value is derived from them.
One needs to examine education excellence and union accountability to their work
forces. Governments must encourage exporters to produce export products with a higher
value-added component so that more people are employed and productivity is increased.
In that way a more balanced economy will be achieved so that the country exports will
more than equal its imports. Victoria will then have a strong economy and will not be
hampered by the deficits that the government is increasing each year.

Mr RICHARDSON (Forest Hill)-I commence my observations on the Budget Bills
by declaring an interest, in that I am a director of the Victoria State Opera company, a
recipient offunding from the government.
The Budget presented to the House is a fascinating document and is interesting more
for what it conceals than for what it reveals. It is intended to support the Premier'S
constant claim that Victoria leads the way. His expression "Victoria leads the way", by
every indicator, is correct; Victoria does lead the way in its mounting public debt and in
taxation. It is the most highly-taxed State. Victoria also leads the way in the exodus from
government to private schools.
Under the Cain government, Victoria leads the way in hospital waiting lists and in
public housing waiting lists. By a multitude of measures of that kind one is forced to agree
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with the Premier's assertion that Victoria leads the way. Victoria leads the way with those
indicators demonstrating that the Cain government is leading Victoria down the economic
plughole.
Another fascinating aspect of the way in which this government behaves is that it copies
the Federal Labor government. The Cain government is a privatising one-it flies in the
face of all those longstanding tenets of faith and ideology. Over the years the government
has established a reputation for identifying assets that are saleable, and then flogging them.
The government has made -liP its shortfall by disposing of assets like trains, trams and
buses, and then leasing them back. It has not used the funds raised for capital purposes,
but for housekeeping.
It has been selling railway land from under the feet of those who have invested and had
faith; there has been bitter conflict between the Minister for Consumer Affairs and the
Minister for Transport on that issue. The Premier must sort out the conflict between his
Ministers.

Public confidence in the State education system has also declined in the past two years.
The unfortunate Minister for Education inherited a disaster area that was created
predominantly by his predecessor, the Deputy Premier.
The hapless Minister for Transport has gone from bad to worse. He was a disaster in the
health portfolio in the first Cain government and he was transferred to the transport
portfolio, where he inherited another disaster area from his predecessor, now the Minister
for Labour. The Minister for Transport has demonstrated that he is no more able in that
portfolio than he was in his previous responsibility_ Public transport has continued to
deteriorate in this State.
However, what concerns me most about the manner in which the Cain government
operates economically is the disastrous and scandalous waste emanating from its Ministries
and departments. Waste has become the hallmark of the Cain government!
I shall present to the House some fascinating details of how various government
departments have contributed to the record waste associated with the Cain government.
One Ministry that has been impressive in its ability to waste money on silly projects is the
Ministry of Housing. Honourable members would be interested to learn that the Ministry
was involved in what it called the design evaluation scheme in March 1986. The Ministry
obtained a Federal community employment program grant of $46000 towards a project
that would cost $76000 to evaluate designs of recently occupied Ministry of Housing
rental properties.
It is difficult to imagine an exercise that reveals greater inefficiency in a Ministry or
department. One must ask: firstly, why did the Ministry build the houses if it was not
confident about their design; and, secondly, why did the Ministry obtain special funds
from the Commonwealth government to check on its own work?

There is clear evidence from the government's actions that there was no ongoing system
within the Ministry of Housing to evaluate its own work. One is, therefore, left with the
question: does the Ministry of Housing know what it is doing?
The scheme clearly indicates that it does not. Furthermore, this housing exercise diverted
$46 000 of community employment program funds away from worthwhile community
projects and has simply supplemented the departmental Budget allocation. This again
raises the question of how the Ministry monitors its own performance, if indeed any
monitoring process is carried out at all.
In December 1985 the Ministry of Housing was involved in a home rental rebate review.
It obtained a Federal community employment program grant of $103 698, to which it
added its own contribution of$29 639. The object of the exercise was:
To update information on housing commission tenant-household income prior to the introduction of a new
computer system.
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This fascinating exercise reveals two important points: firstly, that the Ministry was grossly
inefficient and did not have accurate information; and secondly, that $104 000 of
community employment program funds was diverted from worthwhile community projects
to top up State government spending on an activity which, by any measure, should have
been part of its normal managerial functions.
It must be remembered that family income is an integral part of the public housing
process, since rent is calculated as a percentage of income. If the Ministry did not know
what the tenants' incomes were, how had it been able to calculate rent? As Alice in
Wonderland would say, ""It gets curiouser and curiouser".

A public housing condition survey was conducted in 1984-85. The Federal government
provided $93 450 through a community employment program grant. The Ministry
contributed $40 050, which raised the cost of the exercise to $133 500.
The grant application stated that the object of the exercise was:
To survey the current physical condition of public rental housing stock so that greater effectiveness and
efficiency is achieved in planning for the maintenance and estate improvement activities of the Ministry.

The project involved the leasing of eleven cars, the purchase of two typewriters and a
photocopier and expenditure of $23 300 on stationery, printing, postage and furniture.
This further application for Federal funds is an indictment of the Ministry of Housing,
which has revealed itself to be so inefficient that it did not know the state of repair of its
own properties.
I now turn to the expenditure of more than $2 million by the Ministry of Housing in
updating its rental recovery procedures, including the employment of professional debt
collectors; however, 25 per cent of Ministry tenants are still in arrears and owe $19 million.
Honourable members should recall that the Ministry of Housing has also been called
into Question during a police investigation. On 10 March this year the Minister for Police
and Emergency Services revealed that police investigations were being conducted into the
Department of Labour, the Road Traffic Authority, V/Line, the Public Works Department,
the Metropolitan Transit Authority, the Titles Office,a division of the Department of
Property and Services and the Keilor City Council. That investigation revealed a scandal
of monumental proportions in the Ministry of Housing. The Ministry has been proven to
be incompetent on many occasions. However, the Minister for Housing does not have
waste and inefficiency all to himself.
I have also been impressed by the performance of the Minister for Public Works. One
of the gems to emerge from the Public Works Department or from the office of the Minister
is something that I have affectionately described as '"the $5000 letter".
In late 1986 the Public Works Department published and distributed a glossy selfpromotional brochure entitled ""Design and Construcf'. Honourable members would be
familiar with that publication because it was delivered to them at some expense.
Documents that I obtained under the Freedom of Information Act showed that the
printing cost of the brochure was $43000, but the cost of preparation time spent by officers
of the Public Works Department, surprisingly had not been calculated, and even more
surprisingly, was not capable of calculation. The documents provided under the Act were
disgracefully minimal, but the officers responsible for sanitising the documents slipped up
because one very damaging document crept through the systerT! and was delivered to me.
A packaging order to the Royal Victorian Institute for the Blind, revealed that a covering
letter from the Minister for Public Works had cost more than $5000 simply to package, in
other words, put in envelopes and delivered. The printing costs were not revealed in the
documents provided to me, so the true cost of the letter cannot be established. But we
know from the official documents that the letter, signed by the Minister for Public Works,
cost more than $5000 simply to package, but we do not know how many people received
it.
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The Opposition is aware that 9000 copies of the booklet were produced and the
documents, released under the Freedom of Information Act, reveal that there were a
multitude of covering letters from various departmental functionaries, each of whom
wished to personalise the covering letter. This one page, four paragraph letter, is a perfect
example of government waste of taxpayers money. The $5000 letter could well be a
$10 000 letter. We do not know, but whatever the real cost of that letter was, it is a lot of
money for four paragraphs of self promotion.
The Ministry of Education has distinguished itself in waste and mismanagement. One
of the important dramatic examples of incompetence that has been revealed about the
Ministry has been the appointment of David George Farrar to the East Gippsland College
of Technical and Further Education. Mr Farrar had a fascinating record, most of which is
contained in police files. It is a lengthy document and I shall paraphrase it. Mr Farrar was
discharged from the Police Force for bribery in 1969. He was convicted of theft in 1971;
convicted of discharging a firearm in a public place and animal cruelty in 1979; convicted
of exceeding ·05 and lost his licence for two years in 1983, and was arrested for
misappropriation of Australian Workers Union funds in 1984.
Coincidentally, the very person to whom I refer is a senior Labor Party official in the
Gippsland region who was appointed by the Minister for Education to the board of the
East Gippsland College of Technical and Further Education, a most important institution.
The Minister for Education clearly believed David George Farrar, with the experience I
have just described to the Chamber, was eminently suitable for appointment to the board
of management of that important institution.
By any measure the appointment of such a person by the Minister because that person
was a loyal Labor Party hack is indefensible. It is notsurprisingthat the people of Victoria
are displaying the lack of confidence in the education system and demonstrating it by
voting with their feet and, in increasing numbers, sending their children to private schools
and being prepared to face the burden of paying school fees because of the declining
confidence in the education system administered by the government.
A small example of incompetence and inefficiency, but a telling example of how hopeless
the government is, is illustrated by the fact that the government does not know how many
telephones it has in the Maroondah education region. The Ministry of Education received
advice from Telecom that some telephone systems currently installed in schools are
unserviceable, but the Maroondah education region does not know which of those
telephones are unserviceable. It does not know how many telephones are in the region. It
does not know what type of telephones it has-yet another example of the incompetence
of the Ministry, which I demonstrated some time ago when I revealed that it did not know
how many portable toilets it had and had to conduct a survey to find out where the missing
toilets were. If it were not an indication of the seriousness of the situation, it would be
laughable, but it is so bad that nobody is laughing.
I conclude my remarks by condemning the Budget, not so much for what it reveals, but
for what it conceals.
The sitting was suspended at 6.27 p.m. until 8.4 p.m.

Mrs HIRSH (Wantirna)-I am extremely pleased to participate in the Budget debate
tonight. This is the third Budget that has been presented to Parliament since I was elected.
The Treasurer's Budgets keep getting better. This Budget, which is targeted specifically
toward families and which will help families obtain better living standards, is worthy of
the highest praise.
One of the major positive attributes of the Budget is the way that it has placed available
funds in areas of greatest need and greatest importance. It has managed to do so without
increasing recurrent expenditure in real terms. That is the mark of one of the best Budgets
that could possibly be presented to the Victorian Parliament.
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The large proportion of Victorian families that live in outer-urban areas of Melbourne,
especially in the eastern suburbs, will benefit from this Budget. It is a Budget for families.
A major feature of it is the new education expense allowance that will provide $38·2
million and 90 per cent of Victorian families will become eligible for assistance. This
allowance will apply to children aged five to fifteen years-bearing in mind that Austudy
provides for students above this age limit, subject to a means test. An allowance of $60 a
child will be paid directly to families earning up to $50 000 per annum. The income limit
is to be increased by $2500 for each additional child.
As part of the very important education initiative, the government also increased the
maintenance allowance for school children oflow-income earning families. This has been
done for the first time in a decade. It is targeted to assist with educational costs for books,
uniforms, and so on. The total allocation for the allowance will increase from approximately
$7 million to $18 million.
The eligibility criteria will be expanded to include all families that hold a Commonwealth
health care card. The initiative is important and, as many of the initiatives in the Budget
are, it is targeted at those people who most need assistance-the low-income families.
Another important feature of the Budget that will be of benefit to people in the outereastern suburbs in particular, residents in the electorate ofWantirna which I represent, is
the $25 reduction in private motor vehicle registration fees. This works out to an average
40 per cent reduction. This is important in the outer-urban areas because the majority of
people are dependent on cars.
For many years under former Liberal governments urban housing and commercial
developments took place without any thought to developing the social infrastructure,
transport needs, or any other needs that were required in an urban area. This unbridled
development led to the present situation where the whole outer-urban area of metropolitan
Melbourne has not had public transport or roads developed for the past twenty years.
Many commercial developments are not in harmony with housing developments.
An example of this can be found in a development under the former Liberal government,
along the Glen Waverley railway line. Originally land was designated and reserved to
allow the railway line to be extended to Ferntree Gully. That would have answered the
transport needs of many people in the electorate I represent.
In the late 1950s and early 1960s, when the profit motive was rife, that land was sold off
to private developers by the then Liberal government. Housing was constructed along that
reservation, preventing the development and extension of that line. In 1982, when the
Cain government was elected, there was a great expanse of housing with no way of getting
people from point A to point B except by private cars.
Throughout the 1960s and 1970s, governments had not developed adequate roads.
Roads were very attractive narrow country lanes; they were not satisfactory, suitable or
adequate to service the unprecedented commercial and residential development which
has taken place in the outer-eastern areas in recent years.
This Budget has encouraged veri important development and expansion of public
transport throughout the outer-eastern region. Bus services have been improved to such a
degree that people can use public transport to travel to and from their places of work.
During the past twenty years, buses were something that ran more by chance than by
anything else and people did not rely on them. Under the present government, bus services
are being expanded dramatically. Instead of services starting at 8 or 9 a.m., they are now
starting at 6 a.m. and continuing through to 8 p.m. This allows people to use buses and
other public transport to and from work. It is an extremely important expansion.
The extension of bus services has a number of multiplier effects. For the first time in my
electorate families do not require two cars. In the past, they have needed two cars because
cars have been the only means of transport for people travelling to and from work. It was
important for there to be a car at home for the use of that person to run children to and

Appropriation and Works and Services Bills 15 September 1987

ASSEMBLY

945

from school, and to attend to the other things that needed to be done, and for another
vehicle to be used by the other partner in the family to go to work. With bus services
starting at 6 a.m. and finishing at 8 p.m., the necessity for a family to own a second car
decreases dramatically. As the government continues to improve bus services in the outer
urban areas, families will be assisted even more.
An important area for families is education. I have already spoken of the new education
expense allowance which will assist families, and I have spoken of the extra $11·7 million
allocated for low-income families.
Other important initiatives in the Budget are the integration of children with disabilities
into the regular school system. For many years I worked in special education, where
children were totally segregated from regular schools and re~ular education. Althou~
special schools offer excellent services to children with disabilitIes, they are not necessanly
the answer. The government has developed equitable policies of integration so that children
with disabilities can attend mainstream schools and receive proper assistance. They can
participate in educational programs commensurate with their own levels of development.
Over the past four years the government has provided 506 equivalent full-time integration
aides who support 2350 students who have disabilities. There are 140 primary and 36
postprimary integration teachers in regular schools. They provide support for children of
different disabilities who, finally, are participating fully as contributing members of society.
This should have happened all along.
'
The fully segregated systems of education, which have existed for so many years, should
never have been established. Segregation of disabled members of the community leads to
a fear of the rest of the community of people with disabilities. The community does not
know how to deal with them. Also, parents of children with disabilities have difficulty
dealing with their children when they are segregated from the community.
Another important initiative-again addressing the needs of families and particularly
families in outer-urban areas-is the TAPE child-care initiative. The Budget provides
$595 000 in 1987-88 to fund 350 child-care places in TAPE. This will provide new places
in previously underserviced TAPE colleges and will support students of community-based
providers. Women who have been unable to re-enter the work force because they lack
training and have been unable to undertake training will be able to participate in education,
training or retraining programs.
Constituents of my electorate hope the Outer Eastern College of T AFE will be the
recipient of the child-care funding initiative announced in the Budget.
An increase in tertiary places is another initiative of the government. Again, this is
geared towards providing at least 50 per cent of successful Year 12 students the opportunity
of higher education.
Over the past two years, funding has been provided to allow 1500 extra places in tertiary
education institutions for young people who would otherwise not have been able to gain
access to higher education. Higher education is important in modem society because
education is an extremely important basic component of suitable employment and a
career path. The government has provided a further 1150 tertiary places in 1987 for young
Victorians. The total commitment is to be $15 million in recurrent funding plus $3 million
for capital works.
An important component of the education budget for 1987-88 is the development of
the Victorian certificate of education-the new VCE. It will replace the present Years 11
and 12 programs in secondary schools. Moneys have been allocated to this program, the
details of which were released this afternoon.
The Victorian certificate of education will be a two-year certificate. It will replace the
present higher school certificate, the tertiary orientation program, and the technical Year
12 certificate. The government has accepted the advice of the Victorian Curriculum and

946

ASSEMBLY

15 September 1987

Appropriation and Works and Services Bills

Assessment Board, of which I am a member. The board made a series of unanimous
decisions about the future of education for students in Years 11 and 12. The new certificate
will be phased in over three years from 1989 and will be fully operational in 1992.
Students studying for the Victorian certificate of education will be required over a twoyear period to participate in at least four single semester units of English; four units in the
arts, humanities or languages fields-which will include two compulsory units of Australian
studies~ and four units of mathematics, science or technology. This will be undertaken
over the time of the present Years 11 and 12 programs.
Students must undertake 24 single semester units over the two-year course and they will
be expected to complete satisfactorily sixteen units, to be awarded the Victorian certificate
of education. It is a similar work requirement to the current requirement of a satisfactory
pass in English and three other subjects.
Changes to assessment will be heralded by trials of new methods where students will
participate in different forms of assessment and testing of their knowledge of the different
subjects they undertake. To obtain the Victorian certificate of education, students must
complete satisfactorily the work requirements according to criteria previously set. They
wit! also undertake a series of common assessment tasks, which will test the different types
of learning that students use and the different ways that students assimilate learning.
The common assessment tasks, which will be trialled over a three-year period, will be
of varying natures. Instead of the 3-hour written examination at the end of a year's work,
there will be a range of assessments, such as externally set and externally marked
examinations, externally set and internally marked examinations, internally set and
externally marked examinations and internally set and internally marked examinations,
to produce a comparative set of results.
These concepts will be carefully and clearly trialled prior to their implementation. The
common assessment tasks will be graded from A to E, and that will enable tertiary
institutions to have a twenty-point scale over all units on which to base their assessments.
Results must be comparable with one another while there are insufficient tertiary places
for all students, and the stage where sufficient places will be available for all students is a
long way off.
The Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Board has decided that, following the trials
and provided that they show satisfactory results, that type of assessment will be introduced.
If the trials of common assessment tasks are successful, one of the advantages will be that,
instead of the Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre having a mad three weeks in which
to decide which students go into which courses, 60 per cent of the results will be available
by approximately September each year. That is how assessment is currently undertaken
by the majority of tertiary and technical and further education institutions.
There will be a commitment to properly trialling the common assessment task approach
and, hopefully, it will be a means of assessment that will be both equitable and comparable
for our students in the future.
Mr E. R. Smith-Do you agree with external examinations?
Mrs HIRSH-The honourable member for Glen Waverley asked me whether I agree
with external examinations.
The SPEAKER-Order! The honourable member for Glen Waverley is out of order in
interjecting and I suggest that the honourable member for Wantirna ignore him.
Mrs HIRSH-That is a simplistic question and obviously the honourable member for
Glen Waverley has not listened to a word I have said during the past 5 minutes.
The SPEAKER-Order! That is why I suggested that the honourable member for
Wantirna ignore the interjection.
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Mrs HIRSH-Thank you for your guidance, Mr Speaker. It would help if the honourable
member for Glen Waverley and his colleagues listened to the description of the common
assessment task approach for senior students. When a 3-hour written examination at the
end of the year's work is used to assess the ability of students, the result is a rank order of
students with a mark out of 100 that is totally unrelated to the students' actual performance,
because the marks must undergo complex manipulation and statistical modification prior
to being listed.

The common assessment task approach gives a realistic assessment of a student's
performance, comparable across assessment tasks. Instead ofa fairly unrealistic mark that
gives nothing more than a rank order, tertiary institutions will have· detailed information
about a student's performance over different areas oflearning and using different styles of
learning as well as a rank order for placement of students in Jertiary institutions.
it

•

:..

Instead of saying student A is better than student B, the new approach will allow one to
determine that student A is good at experimental work, student B is extremely good at
verbalising the work he or she does, student C is quite good at writing it down and student
.
D is good at a diagrammatic analysis of information leamt.
If the trialling of common assessment tasks is successful, it will be introduced. I suggest
that any honourable members opposite who have not understood what I have said should
read about assessment and they may acquire new knowledge. They could either ,read..about
it or listen to comments on it, depending on their particular talents or skills, which appear
to be limited.
The new Victorian certificate of education will allow a broad education for all students
and will dramatically increase retention rates. It will also enable students to specialise in
the subject a'nd 'learning areas of their choice. It will help to produce better educated aQd
better skilled school graduates who will be able to participate in higher education, further
training or the work force.
.
I shall now refer to housing, and the government has an excellent record in that area.
The sixth Budget by the Labor government continues the policy of accessibility and
affordability of housing, which is so important to Victorian families.
The major initiative of the Victorian Budget in the housing sector is the provision, for
the first time, of Victorian housing bonds. Traditionally, the major source of funds for
home loans has been deposits by individuals in savings banks or building societies.
Deregulation affords the opportunity and need to develop other and further institutional
sources of funds for home lending.
Victoria has already taken the initiative of establishing, jointly with the private sector,
a secondary mortgage market corporation. Victorian housing bonds will represent a major
extension and diversification of activities of the National Mortgage Market Corporation.
Rather than simply pooling existing mortgage-backed securities for sale, Victorian
housing bonds will raise new moneys for housing secured by the mortgagors on the
properties to be bought or built with the funds. This major initiative will be of value to
Victorian families, particularly those whose incomes are too high for them to qualify for
the government's capital indexed home lending schemes, or those whose incomes are too
low to enable them to participate in standard institutional finance from building societies
and banks.
.
It is an important initiative and I congratulate the Treasurer and the Minister for
Housing for introducing the Victorian housing bonds.
The other important component in the housing sector concerns the provision of public
housing capital moneys. Including the estimates for this year, an additional 14 000 public
housing units will have been provided by the Cain government within five years, an
outstanding performance given what was occurring in the public housing sector prior to
the election of this government. At that time public houses were being sold at the stumps
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level and all new housing was being sold as it was being built, leaving tenants in the old,
decrepit stock.
When the Cain government was elected in 1982 the housing stock remaining in the
public sector was in poor condition, not appropriate for habitation by Victorian home
seekers. Improvement costs to existing housing stock, budgeted at less than $5 million in
1981-82, have increased to almost $34 million in 1987-88. Those improvements have
been carried out on old stock to enable Victorian families at all income levels to live in
the comfort and with the basic needs which should be provided.
Public housing stock is an important component of a housing policy; in this Budget the
government has been the foremost of all Australian governments in providing good
housing for Victorians. I congratulate the Treasurer on his Budget.

Mr LIEBERMAN (Benambra)-This is the sixth Budget presented to Victoria by the
Cain government since its election in 1982. It is appropriate to review the progess made
in the State by this government. In marked contrast to the comments made by the
honourable member for Wantirna, it seems there are two separate worlds in this Statethe real world, about which I wish to speak at length, and the world of mickey mouse,
when speaking about bonds and other delusionary matters.
I listened with interest to the honourable member for Wantirna, whose training and
education have been substantial, but I did not hear her mention the government's attitude
to external examinations of children in Victorian schools. This matter ought to have been
raised in the context of education matters.
This is an area in which the Victorian community is seeking leadership, requesting
examination of the education of their children in a realistic world, not in a dream world,
not of committee after committee, review after review, referral after referral, promotions
and then moving sideways of senior executives in the Ministry of Education.
It has been fascinating over the past six years to be aware of the number of promotions
to senior positions of Ministry of Education personnel in regions. A recent report indicated
that most of the regional directors and assistant regional directors in the education regions
of Victoria, appointed at considerable expense in the past six years, have moved sideways
into positions at head office, leaving one or two surviving directors in the regions.
If it were not so serious and costly and so disruptive to the smooth development of
educational policies for Victorian children, it would be funny. Cutbacks are occurring at
enormous cost to the taxpayer so that teacher unions, normally in the pocket of the
government, are striking in defiance of the government, thereby creating real problems.
Speaking of the real world, not a fantasy one, I shall refer to developments in the past
six years, which will worsen because of the present Budget. All of these matters are
important; I shall not list them in order of importance but by various degrees of impact.
Six years ago Victoria had the best public health system in the country, as acknowledged
by the former Minister of Health, the Honourable Tom Roper, when he took over from a
former Liberal Minister, Mr Borthwick. That is on record, and has never been denied.
Within six years, public hospitals and the health delivery services have been subjected to
unprecedented industrial turmoil. The first-ever stop-work meetings of resident medical
officers in Victorian public hospitals occurred. It was a tragic day for Victoria, caused by
the bungling of the government, insensitive management and incompetence.
A number of disputations and work bans followed over three or four years, which led to
the Royal Australian Nursing Federation having its first-ever nurses' strike in Victoria.
That strike caused enormous hardship, cost and anguish to members of the nursing
profession, who were either on strike or not on strike, depending on their various
philosophical views.
In addition, the Hospital Employees Federation of Australia and the Royal Australian
Nursing Federation have been encouraged to specify the duties that members wish to
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perform in hospitals, those duties being sacred to their unions, which no person belonging
to another union would dare invade. Demarcation at its nth degree exists in Victorian
hospitals and has tragically undermined the teamwork and spirit evident in Victorian
public hospitals since late last century, something I have been proud to observe in the
community that I represent.
The spirit of the volunteer in the health service is being undermined because of industrial
turmoil and because people are working fewer hours than the government promised
Parliament they would. It has proved to be wrong that more productivity results in less
cost or at least the same cost. The Australian Conciliation and Arbitration Commission
should be able to discover that that is so, if it were asked to hold another inquiry on the
consequences of the 38-hour week that was introduced into the public health system by
the government. Of course, the government would not have the courage to go back to the
commission and ask it to review its decision and the government's undertakings. The
extra cost, extra inefficiency and decline in morale has all been sp~wned by this government.
Victoria has the longest waiting list in its history for pain relieving surgery in public
hospitals. The figure is fluctuating at about 27 000 to 28 000. These are innocent people,
many in severe pain, who are deprived of operations that would give them relief because
of the chaos in our hospitals.
Closer to home for me, in the electorate of Benambra, a hospital's position is precarious,
to say the least. A brand new hospital commissioned by the former Minister of Health, the
Honourable Tom Roper, in Bright, built at a cost of approximately $2 million was
completed a few months ago. Under a report accepted in principle by the present Minister
for Health, that hospital is to be closed.
Mr J. F. McGrath-Closed before it is opened?
Mr LIEBERMAN-It has been opened but it is now to be closed. The Minister for
Health has been good enough to receive a deputation from my Parliamentary colleagues
from the north-east of Victoria, the Honourable Bill Baxter, the Honourable David Evans,
and me. He said he would abandon the decision to adopt in principle that bureaucrat's
report to close the hospital and that the hospital will be maintained pending another
review.
I assure the government that if the Minister for Health does not do that, the government
will have the biggest fight on its hands that it has had for the whole of its term of office.
The hospital in question is a state-of-the-art hospital built in Bright at the request of the
government which asked the community to close its private bush nursing hospital and to
raise funds towards the cost of a new nine-bed public hospital. The Bright community did
that; it contributed something like $600 000 towards the land and buildings. That
community comprises a population of 1300 people. Their example should be an inspiration
to many honourable members on the government side of the House. Those honourable
members should go to Bright and meet that community because they might learn what the
real world is all about.
After the detailed plans and specifications of the hospital had been through the process
of approval by the government and its bureaucrats, and during its construction, Health
Department bureaucrats visited the hospital and asked that its plans be altered to enlarge
the operating facilities. They actually resulted in more money being spent on the hospital!
At the same time, another body of bureaucrats working on another floor were planning
the closure of the hospital. That is an example of the real workings of this government in
its sixth financial year of operation. I could mention many other examples in the health
area. However, I shall not do so because that example is graphic enough.
Anyone who doubts me should go to Bright and see for themselves. They will be made
most welcome. Incidentally, the Bright hospital is necessary not only because Bright is a
growing community but also because it services as many as 20000 tourists at a time
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because of the dramatic development in the ski resorts at Mount Hotham, Mount Buffalo
and. Falls Creek.
The Minister for Education, who is at-the table, will remember, when$he was Minister
for industrial development, tlie importance focused on the development of tourism in
country Victoria and the fact thet part of the economic strategy centred- upon the- success
of development of tourist resorts' innorth-eastem Victoria. Part of the success of that
development depends on the adequacy of infrastructure, such as roads, 'police, health
services and hospitals to service the community and the tourists who,.it is hoped, will be
attracted in their thousands, not only from Victoria and the rest of Australia but also from
overseas.
.
.\
It would be ludicrous to place tourist development injeopardy because of such a move
as closing the Bright hospital. The irony is thC;lt the discussion paper issued by the Premier
before the last election about the development of a st(ategy for social justice in this State
included a statement that the government recognised the need to prov:We health care and
hospital facilities in areas of need in Victoria and especially small communities such as
Bright .

.When the government went to the election in 1985, it had written in it~ policy speech
that it would.,b,uild a new hospital at Bright! Two years later, a r~p~rt waS released under
the auspices of-the government, but paid for by the taxpayer, and with the benefit of the
Minister's statement that ~e accepts the report in principle that the hospital be closed.
There is no way that hospital will be closed. We shall fight the government on that issue.
I hope the Minister will back off from the position he was placoo in by having to accept
the report in principle. I thank the Minister for receiving"the deputation and for agreeing
to review the m~tter.
Country Victorians are trying ~o get on wit}}:-lthe job of developing Victoria and making
contributlOns to their families and communities. However, tliey are constantly being
disrupted and frustrated by bureaucratic nonsense, by conflicting decisions and by threats
to the infrastructure, services and the essential partnership that should exist between a
goveQlment of any political colour and country people.
Nothing in the Budget gives me any joy on that issue. '1 am sad to hear government
backbenchers speak about the developm'ent of housing bonds and so on. I regard those as
cynical exercises, not by the backbenchers who must toe the line but by the government
that i$ dupin~ th.e people into thinking that som~ brave new world is, developing in this
State. The pomt IS Illustrated by the proposed eqully trusts.
The government intends to sell off part of the statutory,diyidend that is paid by the
Victorians who use electricity and pay their bills every quarter. The State Electricity
Commission makes a contribution to the government and it is part -of that contribution
that will be floated by the government in its equity trust. Everyone who pays power bills
from now on will have to pay more and more so that the fund can obtain a Quotation and
rating on the stock exchange to make it look good. That is what this mickey mouse
,
f
government is doing.
The statutory dividend should be seen for what it is-a de facto tax on the consumers
of Victoria. It is called a return to the people of Victoria on their investment. This
Goebbels-type government does that to the community and gets away with it.
Many people in the community have been led to believe the statutoI)'~'dividend is
productive and is earnt by efficiency and so on. In fact, it is nothing but another overhead
that the commission must bear, along with other overheads of interest payments and
wages. The only way it can obtain the funds to pay for these things is to charge the
consumer more, to borrow or to do both. We know that the SEC has had to borrow more
and more in recent times. It has had to borrow short, to borrow overseas-I suspect at a
high revenue loss on the foreign exchange-and it has had to increase the tariff paid by
consumers.
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The other day I listened to the Treasurer extolling his government by saying how good
it was in keeping tariff charges of the State Electricity Commission below other States.
What the government has done to achieve that is to keep it below movements of other
States~ it had a good start because it was down when the government took office and it has
built up since. The government has increased the borrowings of the commission to subsidise
its cash needs. It is an artificial lowering of the consumer payment that is put off until a
time when our children will have to bear the brunt of it, and it is now forcing the
government to move into an equity trust arrangement in an effort to raise money to reduce
the borrowings of the SEC. That is a very sick story; it is one that is frightening in its
economic implications and one that will take years of effort by Victorians to overcome.
The State Budget conceals the real position from the people of Victoria. It does not
reveal, as it should, the hidden taxes on gas, electricity and water. The 6 per cent increase
in third-party insurance this July more than offsets some of the cynical handouts that the
Budget appeared to give regarding stamp duty, land tax and payroll tax. That is the truth
of the matter. What a pity it is that the Budget is not seen in the true context of what really
happens in this State.
The shadow Treasurer, the honourable member for Brighton, has indicated that from
an analysis of the Budget figures taken out for him and by him, and the results of trading
for Victoria for the year, the purchasing power of an average family in Victoria has
declined by $45 a week since the Cain government came into office. I would be happy to
see that assertion by the shadow Treasurer carefully checked by the Estimates Committee
that has been set up by the Parliament. Taxes and charges and indirect taxes and charges
have had a real impact on the Victorian family. If I am wrong as a result of that committee's
scrutiny, I shall be happy to acknowledge that I am wrong.
The figures have not been denied by the government. The government has made
assertions and ridiculed the people who have made those assertions, but on hard economic
analysis the government has not destroyed the shadow Treasurer's thesis based on research
about the increased cost to the family.
If honourable members do not accept what I say, I suggest they not go to their cheque
butts for details of household expenditure but that they go to three or four friends who
live in their street and come back in a few weeks' time and indicate what they have found.
Over the past three or four years, the amount spent each year on rates, insurance, taxes
and charges, gas and fuel, water charges, excess water, electricity, third-party insurance,
health insurance-and many families have maintained their health insurance-the
Medicare levy of 1·5 per cent and the other matters that can be attributed to basic family
living has increased.
One will find from that scrutiny that what I am saying is correct-that it is more
expensive for families to live in Victoria today than it was five or six years ago, and it is
becoming worse. Families have less disposable income now than they ever had before.
Those are my assertions and I challenge every honourable member to ask three or four of
their mates in their street or suburb to undertake that exercise. Some may not have a mate,
in which case the Opposition will try to arrange for some volunteers.
An analysis of the hidden taxes on gas, electricity and water authorities indicate that in
this year's Budget there will be an increase of 13·6 per cent, nearly double the projected
inflation rate. Why would that be if it was not because there was a crisis with respect to
those authorities that are being bled dry; they have to pay the State dividend and other
charges, and have to bear the brunt and the cost of the government's financial and
industrial mismanagement regarding the cost of employing labour in the State.
The Budget is an anti-family Budget and, unfortunately for the sixth year in a row, it
has cemented the Victorian people as being the highest taxed people in Australia since
Labor came to office.
The figures when put alongside the decline and turmoil in our basic services, such as
health, education, transport and law and order, provide a frightening landscape for us all
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to face. It is time that the government reviewed what it is about and came clean regarding
the real financial position of the government and of the State. It is time the government
set out for all to see a firm and responsible program of management and tackled the
problems that have been built up in our economy over the past six years.
How remarkable it is to hear the Treasurer asserting this year that the government is
embarking on a policy of reducing Victoria's public debt? Well he might say that, because
he has to do it and it is overdue.
I invite honourable members to contemplate why it is that we have in this State this
year a government that suddenly states, "We have to reduce our debt; that has to be part
of our strategy". The fact is that the debt was largely created by the government since 1982
in its borrowings, particularly its overseas borrowings, and its involvement in investments
and other activities to try to make the Budget look good each year and to balance the
books of the State.
Investment is a kind word. In many cases the government has squandered the people's
money and put them at risk. As I have said in this Chamber and in other places, the worst
feature is that it will be our children, the next generation, who will largely bear the brunt
of this measure.
I read recently a speech by a government Minister who said, "Of course, it is necessary
for us to realise that a lot of the liabilities are liabilities that should not be expected to be
met by us in the present generation; they have to be and should be expected to be met in
part by future generations". That is a very interesting shift by the government and is a sign
of panic which is now choking Victoria. The government says, "we have to reduce our
debt and we cannot reduce it immediately; therefore, we have to leave some of it to the
next generation and, of course, that is normal". That is what the government is indicating.
It is panicking and is now rewriting the script so that the government can go out and
market its new economic strategy.
The government is not fooling the people because the people of Victoria well know and
understand that the reason we have to reduce our debt is because it was run up irresponsibly
by the government with hiSh interest rates, overseas borrowings with fluctuations in
currency, and that has caused our debt to increase. This has happened in an unplanned
and undisciplined way and has put us in peril.
The Budget sector interest costs are now over $1000 million a year. They have increased
from 17 per cent of State revenue in 1982 to a budgeted 27·4 per cent of State revenue this
year. That is a remarkable increase in the cost of interest that the State has to bear.
Those figures speak for themselves and any business in the private sector that had
shown an explosion of that nature over a relatively short period would be interested--

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr LIEBERMAN-One would have to bring about some serious curtailment of activity,
examine one's assets and see what one could sell off quickly. That is what has been
happening, not only in my electorate, but in many other electorates.
Small business people who were leasing railway properties and who were told in good
faith that they could have reasonable expectations that they would be able to buy the land
in due course at valuations of the Valuer-General are now being told by the ~overnment
that professes concern for the little man-what a laugh-that the properties wIll be put up
for auction to the highest bidder. The reason the government is acting in this way is that it
is panicking because it is bankrupt and cannot afford to honour the agreements, promises,
understandings and moral obligation it has to the small business people, who should not
be treated in this way.
Under a Liberal government they will be given those opportunities if they are still
operating their businesses at the time. However, I fear that many auctions will take place
before the State election. Under a Liberal government such people would be given the
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opportunity of buying those properties at valuations of the Valuer-General and another
valuation to ensure that, if that is what they wish to do, they are paying sound and
reasonable prices for the land. If the land is not to be used in the future by the Crown, it
would be auctioned only if the small business people involved said that they did not want
to proceed in that way.
In the electorate I represent-I am sure it would be the same in every other case-the
public housing waiting list is increasing. Recently I heard that the State government is
planning to build about ten houses-and no more-in the Rural City ofWodonga, which,
incidentally, with Albury, is the second largest inland urban centre in Australia.
Because of the financial mess it is in, apparently the government is able to build only
ten more houses in Wodonga this financial year. If one considers Wangaratta, which,
although not in the electorate I represent, is another provincial city, and other towns and
cities throughout country Victoria, one finds a growing waiting list of people needing
public housing, and yet there is a reduced building and acquisition rate by the ~overnment.
Rents on private houses are rising and the availability of such accommodatIOn is drying
up because of the Federal government's ridiculous policy of discouraging investmen~ in
that sector. The helpless people who have nowhere else to turn are being placed in an even
worse position.
For the people fortunate enough to be able to buy their own houses, the percentage of
income needed to service mortgages is among the highest in Australia. Now 27·5 per cent
of income is required to service housing loans, whereas six to seven years ago only 23 per
cent or 24 per cent of income was needed for that purpose. Victoria is now leading the way
in the cost of servicing housing loans, and people are struggling to hang on to the roofs
over their heads. That is the real world that I mentioned at the beginning of my contribution.
Mrs GLEESON (Thomastown)-It gives me pleasure to speak in" support of the 1987-88
Budget of the Cain Labor government. It is the sixth Budget introduced by the Labor
government and the third in which I have had the pleasure of participating.
The honourable member for Benambra referred to the real world and mickey mouse
policies. It is evident. if one examines the responsible planning that the Labor government
has put into its approach to its six Budgets, that it is developing a planned approach to its
economic strategy to include the implementation of social justice policies for the
community at large.
One can see a responsible approach to economic and budgetary matters by this
government in its presentation of the Budget Papers, which are an innovation introduced
by this Labor government. Parliament has never been provided with more Budget
information. In its first term the Labor government took steps to set up the Economic and
Budget Review Committee. an all-party Parliamentary committee with a Public Accounts
Subcommittee to review spending by government departments.
In this sessional period the government established an Estimates Committee, which is
a Select Committee representing all parties in this place. The government has made its
statement in setting up those two committees in which all parties can participate.
The Treasurer described the Budget as a watershed Budget. It has a basic framework
which makes two commitments: firstly, to generate greater community wealth through the
economic strategy; and. secondly, to ensure, through the social policy and the social justice
strategy. that the fruits of the economic growth that will come via the implementation of
the economic strategy will be more evenly distributed throughout the community.
Therefore. it is important to note that there is an explicit link between this watershed
Budget and the government's longer term economic strategy and social justice policies.
Referring again to the real world of economics, I point out that this is the first time that
Victoria has enjoyed this kind of responsible planning and this responsible approach to
the needs of the community at large.
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In gaining this economic growth which will allow distribution to those in need, one
needs to examine some ofthe Budget initiatives and economic planning of the government
which put it in a position to implement many of its policies. Those initiatives are contained
in revenue and have led to a reduction of$183·6 million in taxes and charges in a full year
in this year's Budget. This will provide assistance to business and industry and will
underpin the growth in community wealth which, in turn, will ensure that the disadvantaged
will have access to new opportunities. Hence we can see that the social justice strategy is
coming into play through revenue initiatives.
The government has been able to achieve the growth in community wealth through its
sound economic strategy. This began in 1984 when the government released its economic
strategy and followed that in April this year with its ten-year economic plan entitled
Victoria The Next Decade.
I know most honourable members are familiar with the document and the initiatives it
contains for training, business and industry. It will take Victoria towards an exportorientated business and industry community and encourage those industries to move into
high technology areas which will be more efficient and enable Victoria to compete not
only on the domestic scene, but also in international markets.
Government initiatives in the Budget hinge around payroll tax concessions to exporters,
which are in the vicinity of$14 million in a full year. The government has also restructured
the payroll tax system to the tune of$54 million a year.
The payroll tax concessions for exporters are the result of direct targeting of economic
growth and the development of quantitative facts in the economic strategy, and a systematic
attempt to draw out and address some of the implications of long-term internationalorientated market growth.
Payroll tax concessions are provided for exporters who achieve real increases in exports
and the commencement date for that measure is 1 November. The government is bringing
forward those measures to assist the business community to export overseas, and they will
enhance the position for young job seekers and the community at large.
The basic purpose of the scheme is to provide concessions to firms to increase export
sales in real terms and to maintain a high level of exports. If the level of a firm's export
sales is higher in the second half of 1986-87 than in the first half of that financial year, the
firm will be eligible for a concession in 1988 that will be related to the size of the increase.
In future years the size of any concession will be related to the real increase in the most
recent financial year over the level that prevailed.
Payroll tax concessions for firms whose export sales exceed 20 per cent of gross operating
income in 1986-87 will also apply if they maintain their export sales in real terms.
However, exports to South Africa will be excluded and only taxpayers will be eligible for
concessions. Government departments will not be eligible. Those who export services will
also be eligible.
The budget for the Department of Industry, Technology and Resources provides for the
development of a trading corporation with a capital base of approximately $20 million.
Its purpose is to encourage an increase in the export of Victorian manufactured products.
Honourable members would be aware that Victoria has the largest number of
manufacturing businesses of any State in Australia and the government will take up a 20
per cent equity in this privately funded and commercially operated venture.
The export marketing scheme is another scheme to be operated by the Department of
Industry, Technology and Resources that will assist small businesses to boost their export
sales and marketing operations.
Another feature of the industry, technology and resources budget is the arts export
development scheme. This is an important scheme because Melbourne is taking its place
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as the arts capital of Australia. This is highlighted by the government-sponsored Spoleto
Festival that is currently being held.
I know many honourable members have given the festival their full support and they
also support Australian films, which are enjoying overseas success. The arts export
development scheme will provide resources-Mr LEIGH (Malvern)-On a point of order, Sir, it would appear that the honourable
member is reading her speech. I ask you, Mr Acting Speaker, to ask the honourable
member whether she is reading her speech.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Kirkwood)-Order! I have been taking particular notice
of the honourable member for Thomastown and it appears to me that she is reading from
copious notes.
Mrs GLEESON (Thomastown)-I am reading from sparse notes. Every time I rise to
speak the honourable member for Malvern, with a lack of a creative approach to disrupting
the House, takes this course. If the honourable member wishes to disrupt the House he
should-Mr LEIGH (Malvern)-On a further point of order, I take offence at the honourable
member for Thomastown's comment, because I was merely asking whether Standing
Orders were being enforced.
The ACTING SPEAKER-Order! There is no point of order. No offensive comments
were made.
Mrs GLEESON (Thomastown)-Before I was interrupted I was referring to the
important Victorian cultural and commercial scene and the support of the Department of
Industry, Technology and Resources for the arts export development scheme. The
department will provide resources for overseas trade promotions for local artists to e~tablish
international distribution networks for their work.
I dp not believe we could ask for more than this in the support of the arts: in Victoria.
Obviously, these measures will not enjoy a great deal of support from honourable members
on the opposite side of the House.
.
Along with this support for Victoria as the cultural centre of this nation, Film Victoria
is another project that is supported by the department. This scheme is an extension of the
indep~ndent filmmakers' fund to 1987-88, and it will establish three programs to support
the international marketing oflocal products and the research of the preproduction market
jJ
and international promotion.
The Budget also provides for a subsidy to assist with interest costs involved in export
marketing through a loan scheme that was successfully introduced last year by the Victorian
Economic Development Corporation. Honourable members all know how that corporation
has assisted in the development of schemes to promote Victorian industry.
Another scheme to be commenced is the national development extension service, and
there is an increase of $2 million for the existing export market entry projections in the
north-west of the United States of America and the Pacific Basin. Honourable members
are well aware that the Pacific' Basin region, China and north-west America are areas that
are open to exports. This is where we need to export our products and we also need to
develop other products to compete on the home market so that we can retain and build
industry here.
•
The Budget also provides for funding for the business community to enable it to learn
the skills of overseas marketing. Many skills are needed to develop marketing on the
domestic scene and overseas marketing is even more difficult. More skills ,are needed in
this area and the government has committed almost $500 000 to assist3nd to develop
export schemes for industries that have not exported before and are now in a position to
~m
.
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The government should be congratulated for taking the initiative to support the
development of export marketing. Victoria is becoming an internationally competitive
industry based community.
Therefore, I congratulate the government on that move. I am a member of the
government's industry, technology and resources caucus committee. The committee
conducts extensive dialogue with the business community and with industry. The
committee is constantly confronted by owners of factories, and representatives of large
factories such as the Ford Motor Company of Australia Ltd and the Nissan Motor Company
(Australia) Pty Ltd have all made the same comment during the committee's visits to the
factories over the past three years. They say that this is the first time members of any
Victorian government have come to the factory floor to find out what is going on.
These factory managers are pleased with the schemes being put into place, such as the
industrial supply office, which assists our industry in Victoria to link in and find out where
locally made products are as distinct from imports. In that way the government is creating
a domestic network oflocal business supporting other local businesses in the manufacturing
of their products. That step should be commended.
Also through looking at our successful exporting, one can see the success of the
government's planned approach to the economy, which is using its economic strategy, and
one can see that in 1981-82, just before the Labor Party came to office, the value of
manufacturing exports was in the vicinity of $1·5 million. In 1986-87 this had increased
by 75 to 80 per cent to just on $2·5 million. Therefore, it is obvious that the policies of the
government are taking effect. These policies will lead to greater increases in jobs for
Victorians and will also provide for increased business investment.
In 1982 business investment in Victoria amounted to 22 per cent, and in 1987-88 it is
approximately 30 per cent, so a pattern of progress in the economic area is developing. To
support this and to provide evidence that this is having a real effect, one can look at job
growth in Victoria. In the past year there has been an increase of 16 per cent in job growth
which is the highest of any State. Nationally, it is something like 5·4 per cent.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Kirkwood)-Order! Is the honourable member quoting
from a source?
Mrs GLEESON-Yes; I have extracted figures from the government's booklet Victoria
1987-88. Setting the Pace which is a public document, and I will make it available to the
House.
Victoria has had the lowest unemployment rate of any State for 51 consecutive months.
To really understand the impact of the government's achievements in providing jobs, one
needs to look at the figure in terms of the unemployment rate. In Victoria it has been in
the vicinity of 5·7 per cent for 51 consecutive months-that is, for four years and three
months. The Victorian government is unchallenged in that sphere, and it indicates the
stability of the economic policies that the government has introduced. They are beginning
to have a spin-off in the implementation of our social policies.
The government has looked not only at the job needs of people leaving schools, colleges
and universities; it also has special programs such as Job Link, where it is attempting to
provide jobs through direct counselling for more mature and longer term unemployed
persons, who number approximately 5000 in this State.
The government is not content to rest on its record; it wants to reduce the number of
people suffering from long-term unemployment, because any form of unemployment is a
disadvantage to any family, but the long-term unemployed are locked into a framework of
not being able to achieve what they want to achieve. It locks them out of access to
opportunities in society.
Our educational policies have run parallel to our economic policies. We have sought to
bring our economy through the support for industry and business into the 1980s to prepare
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it for the year 2000 by introducing new technology to support industry and businesses that
wish to move into these areas. This has required an educational system to develop skills
in young people to work in a new style of work place that is now upon us.
As a result, the government has made conscientious attempts to encourage students to
stay at school, and one can see again, referring to the source previously acknowledged,
that students are staying in secondary schools longer. In 1981 just prior to the Labor Party
coming to office, 42 per cent of students stayed and completed Year 12. In 1986 the
percentage was 53 per cent-an increase of 11 per cent in the number of students completing
Year 12. This means an increase of 2 per cent a year since the Labor Party became the
government.
This same steady increase has been seen in exports, in the establishment of high
technology businesses and in the government's assistance through tax concession packages
to industry. Apprenticeships have also increased, and in the current year more than 13 500
new apprenticeships were started in Victoria. The government must be congratulated on
providing these opportunities for the development of skills to meet the new workplace
requirements in Victoria.
If one looks around Victoria one sees where the gaps were in the provision of education.
In the western suburbs, apart from the Footscray Institute of Technology, one had to go
as far as Latrobe University in Bundoora in the northern suburbs to find the next closest
institute. This grossly disadvantaged people without access to transport and women who,
after raising their children, wanted to do a degree course so that they could re-enter the
work force. Many of these people do not necessarily have their own transport and have to
rely on public transport. If a course were not available to them at the Footscray institute
or if they wanted to get across to Latrobe University or any of the other institutions, they
had to take long and involved public transport routes because' the courses were not
provided within easy access of the students in those suburbs. It is a shame because it
denied those people the opportunity of entering the work force or of having some choice
in their pursuit of education.
Under the present government the opening of the Western Institute in the western
suburbs has taken place, as well as the building of the Broadmeadows College of T AFE,
and we are currently seeing the amalgamation ofT AFE campuses in the northern suburbs
to provide a broader range of subjects in professional courses to students in those suburbs.
I am pleased that that process has started in the northern suburbs. The government is
also experiencing the amalgamation between the Lincoln Institute of Health Sciences and
Latrobe University, which will allow a greater availability of professional courses to people
in the northern and western suburbs. These two areas of Melbourne have been neglected
for long enough. In fact, because of the previous government they were neglected for 27
years.
The government has now taken the initiative and, through a broad range of education
measures and the development of facilities, it has made the attaining and enhancing of
skills accessible to young people and people who are meeting the challenges of a changing
workplace. I congratulate the government on providing a better-equipped and more highly
skilled work force for Victoria.
The social justice initiatives, emanating from a Budget that is underpinned by the
economic policies evident through the implementation of the economic strategy, need to
be examined. Budgetary policies to assist families include the restructuring of land tax,
representing $40 million in concessions to Victorian families; the restructuring of stamp
duty on land transfers, totalling $9·8 million in savings; reductions in motor vehicle
registration fees for private A registrations, at $25 a vehicle; and a reduction of $5 in
motor cycle fees. Simultaneously, eligible pensioners retain their 50 per cent concession in
registration fees, totalling $46·9 million per year in concessions to Victorian families.
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The winter energy concessions have been extended to cover six months, instead of the
previous four months~ this applies to Victorian gas and electricity bills. It is a 15 per cent
rebate to eligible users, and will amount to $100 000.
I shall examine the budgetary implementation of the social justice policy. For example,
the electorate of Thomastown, which I represent, is an area where this government is
responding to the needs of suburbs that were disadvantaged under previous governments.
For example, the Bundoora tram line terminated at East Preston in approximately 1939~
in every year after that the Liberal government intended to extend that line but it was not
done until the Cain government committed $45 million to public transport. The tramline
extension has provided access to Latrobe University, the Phillip Institute of Technology
and hospitals controlled by the Office of Psychiatric Services.
Five new kindergartens and three new infant welfare centres have been funded in the
Thomastown electorate since I have represented that area; two youth workers are now
based in the Shire of Whittlesea. The government has a commitment to the young people
of my electorate, in which 46 per cent of the population is under the age of nineteen years.
Mr Tanner-Mr Acting Speaker, I direct your attention to the state of the House.
A quorum was formed.
Mr I. W. SMITH (Polwarth)-I support the shadow Treasurer, the honourable member
for Brighton, and congratulate him on the work done and the exposure given to the shabby
document produced by the Treasurer. I shall demonstrate that the Budget documents are
not worth the paper on which they are written.
The honourable member for Benambra and the honourable member for Forest Hill
made excellent contributions to the debate, highlighting the hypocrisy of the documents,
which have been introduced by a socialist government, and showing how that government
is sapping the lifeblood of ordinary individuals, while doing nothing to assist little peopleit is standing by watching the rich get richer.
A picture of Victoria's assets should be painted: offshore, there are brilliant assets of oil,
gas and fisheries, which are the envy of most of the world; onshore, although only
approximately 8 per cent of the total area of Australia, Victorian agricultural land produces
approximately one-third of the nation's agricultural wealth. Nowhere in the world can the
produce from major agricultural industries be more efficiently and expertly produced than
here in Victoria.
Under the soil are huge deposits of brown coal, black coal, alluvial gold, copper and
molybdenum. There are more skilled people in Victoria than in the rest of Australia. One
would think Victoria would be the most wealthy, well-organised society in the world, the
envy of all; Victoria may be the envy of some for its assets but it is the envy of none in its
capacity to utilise, renew, organise, market and promote those assets.
That role is for both the government, which sets the mood and the rules, and for the
private sector, which responds to those rules and the mood. It is all very well for the
government to claim success but the reality is that Victoria's asset base is not only poorly
managed. but also squandered and hocked.
The' most 'insidious tool used by this government from day to day is its Government
Media' Unit. Not only is it successful in feeding out daily easy-to-repeat stories to the
media but it also has members like the honourable member for Thomastown and the
Treasm:er fooled because they have the temerity to say what a wonderful job the government
is doing, when I can demonstrate that this is not the case.
The Government has created a party, borrowed "el spendo", and it thinks somebody
else will worry about that tomorrow. Anyone can do that-hock an asset and then spend
the money on things that do not earn an income down the track. Government members
will surely make good fellows of themselves in this way; they will be on television every
night and.the Government Media Unit will be able to demonstrate some sort of action.
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As sure as night follows day, there will be a day of reckoning.
Another tool the government uses is program budgeting. The Treasurer has the hide to
talk about modern money management and program budgeting. That is a subject about
which I have some knowledge because I introduced program budgeting into Victoria when
I was a Minister ofa former Liberal government. Programs listed in the Budget Papers are
useless unless they are broken down into projects, with each project having a title, the
number and names of staff, the objectives, the reporting time, and the chain of command
listed.
Mr Maclellan-And the cost!
Mr I. W. SMITH-Yes, and the cost and review period. All of that must be put into
the computer so that when a member of Parliament wants to study, for example, external
parasites on rudimentary animals, which is a riveting topic with which most honourable
members would be fascinated-Mr Richardson-It is a riveting subject for rudimentary animals!
Mr I. W. SMITH-Yes, that is right. All honourable members would need do would
be visit the Parliamentary Library or computer terminal, press the number of the program
they required and then follow it through to individual projects. Honourable members
would then be able to see for themselves who was involved in the project, what the cost
was and how it was going. Then, and only then, would honourable members be able to
report back to their constituents whether the government was efficient or inefficient.
Who knows? Honourable members do not know; government members do not know.
The Ministers do not know; they would not have a clue what is involved in each individual
program. At present programs are just numbers on a computer terminal. Unless one can
call them up and examine individual projects to ascertain specific' information, they are
meaningless.
I want to mention another tool the government uses-indexation. The ultimate result
of indexation is that one finally ends up having everything in the public sector. If everything
is indexed upon indexation, the multiplier effect logically and inevitably determines that
everything will be run by the government. Indexation is not an exposure to market forces
in the various areas of government. A larger and larger slice of the economic cake will
come under the purview and control of government. Naturally socialist doctrine would
encourage this, and does so, but why should members of the Opposition, who are proud
of their free enterprise philosophy, be parties to indexation?
Indexation must be challenged by the community for what it is-the inevitable takeover
of all the means of production, distribution and exchange by government.
With this system of modern money management, I want to know what programs are
cut out. Many honourable members watch Yes, Minister. Yes, Minister is not a comedy; it
is a documentary on how this government runs its operations. Sir Humphrey is alive and
well in each Victorian Ministry and department. He must be, because over the five and a
half years of the Cain government 34000 additional public servants have been employed.
I ask: who is better off? Certainly the rich have become richer, but the poor are not better
off. Ordinary, middle-class people are not better off. Sir Humphrey is alive and well.
The programs that existed in the past are continuing without any questions being asked.
New initiatives being taken by the government are simply additions to staff and to budgets,
and are, therefore, taxing the private sector.
Some honourable members might say that if the public sector does not spend money
there will be an economic downturn. I have news for those socialist thinkers. If the
government did not increase taxes, people would not put their money into biscuit tins and
bury them in their gardens or under their beds, as one notable gentleman suggested on one
occasion. They would spend it, or invest it, and that would immediately increase economic
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tempo. The tempo created by a private sector dollar is almost treble that created by the
public sector.
It may be necessary in some circumstances for the public sector to initiate a project, but
by and large that initiation should be a one-off, spontaneous arrangement. The government
should reduce its overall involvement in the public sector of the economy ifit can be more
efficiently and effectively performed by the private sector.

What better example than the fate of the Victorian Inland Meat Authority which was
sold by the government, to which it belonged, simply because it could not get going early
enough to compete with the private sector. Some ten or fifteen years ago that authority
was losing $3 million a year. That is a classic example of why the government should get
out of areas in which the private sector can do better.
Mr Maclellan-What about aluminium?
Mr I. W. SMITH-Aluminium is another classic example. With Sir Arvi Parbo taking
the Premier to the cleaners on the cost of power, one wonders about the fate of that project.
Mr Hefl'ernan-He saw him coming.
Mr I. W. SMITH-Sir Arvi was ready. He has been feted by the American parent
company.
Mr Delzoppo-The toast of Wall Street.
Mr I. W . SMITH-Yes, because Sir Arvi was able to obtain the most favourable deal
from the Premier. I do not know what the Premier will do, but all the glasshouses
accommodating the 34 000 additional public servants could be made of aluminium. The
government certainly will not be able to get rid of it all.
When the government came to office in 1982 the public sector debt was $11 billion. It is
now $22 billion. As I said earlier, "el spendo"; borrow now, make good fellows of yourselves,
give the Government Media Unit something to churn out every day, publicising action
taken by the government on this or that; hock the State to the eyeballs, double the debt
and have no hope of repaying it. The debt servicing costs alone are becoming one of the
largest items in the Budget.
Honourable members should carefully examine the front bench of the government,
although only one is present in the Chamber now. I shall have to try to remember them.
Starting from the left-hand side, the Minister for Education used to be on the left but he
has changed horses. The Minister runs Victoria's biggest spending department: the school
system.
Many of our poor overworked teachers are sufferin~ from stress. One of the great tricks
is to have a person on half-time teaching responsibilities and half-time WorkCare. Do
honourable members believe schools in the electorate I represent can get the good half of
the teacher to prop up the stressed half of the teacher and thereby give students a fair go?
Absolutely not! When the teacher unions contributed enormous funds-approximately
$1·5 million-to the campaigns of the Labor Party, one would have thought the Minister
would have learnt that he should not bite the hand that feeds him. However, the Minister
has done so and has told the teachers, in effect, that they must do an honest day's work.
God only knows what amount of stress that will cause and what threat it will place on the
school system!
Many country people do not have a choice in education. If they did, they would certainly
opt for private schools. If I offered my constituents the choice of a range of private school
education or the system presided over by the Minister for Education, the majority of them
would opt for private education. In many cases country people cannot jump on a subsidised
bus or train to take little Johnny or little Mary down to the private school. That cannot be
done in the country; the service just does not exist.
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Nevertheless. there is a huge increase in the demand for private schools. Almost onethird of Victorian students attend private schools. The Minister for Education is placing
stress on more teachers with fewer students and is causing parents to send their children
to the private education system. The Minister is a great success!
The Minister for Water Resources has taken over the functions of the Melbourne and
Metropolitan Board of Works. Prior to the indexation of water bills, there were large
increases in water prices caused by valuations. Who would agree that indexation was the
measure of the increase in the cost of water? What a load of rubbish!
The Minister for Police and Emergency Services has presided and is still presiding over
the most rampant increase in crime that the State has ever seen. There may be factors that
are beyond the Minister's control, if it is not all beyond his control. What a great success
he is! The Minister has made no dent at all in the rapidly escalating graph of crime in
Victoria.
The Minister for Local Government tried to amalgamate local government bodies to
form mini-socialist States and implemented a failed inquiry to that end. The Minister has
fizzled out~ he has had his day and no-one takes him seriously any more. Municipalities
are stretched and stressed in the wake of trying to defend their rights on behalf of their
citizens and ratepayers. The Minister for Local Government is not a success.
What public works has the Minister for Public Works developed? Where are the new
schools and the new bridges that the Minister should preside over? Public Service
superannuation funds buy new offices; these buildings are no longer owned by the State.
The Minister ought to close down his department. The small sum that he has to spend
would be better spent by school committees, which would get far better value from it.
The Minister for Consumer Affairs is a character. The Minister wants to have it both
ways. When defending his constituents, he puts views that totally conflict with his
responsibilities and argues in Cabinet against the Minister for Transport selling land on
which have been created buildings belonging to the constituents of the Minister for
Consumer Affairs. Does any consumer seriously believe he is better off because of the
efforts of the Minister for Consumer Affairs? Of course not!
The Minister for Transport was fleet offoot. He sold everything that transport authorities
in Victoria owned and, I suspect, some things that they had not even paid for. The Minister
was so smart that he sold the property of the State for yen and deutschmarks but then his
Federal colleagues, "Squawk" and "Cheating", did the dirty on him and floated the
Australian dollar. All his achievements were shot to ribbons. What a success the Minister
has been in the transport portfolio, following his success in the health portfolio!
The Minister for Labour is a special case. He said, "Don't worry about what the Premier
says about productivity, we can't measure anything like that. You fellows can have the
second tier 4 per cent, it will be okay. The Premier will jump up and down but don't worry
about it". During the next few weeks the second tier increases from the last national wage
case conducted by the Australian Conciliation and Arbitration Commission will flow
across the board to all Public Service unions. What productivity gains have been made?
The myth of productivity gains goes back to the Sir Humphrey Appleby syndrome. Sir
Humphrey thinks of a figure-$IOO million for a particular program-and then adds
another $10 million just in case there are productivity cutbacks. When the Treasurer is
presented with the figures, the Victorian Sir Humphrey is told that a 2 per cent productivity
saving is required; he is left with $108 million. That is how stupid the socialist mind is in
combating the Sir Humphreys of this world!
If ever there were an important portfolio it is housing. It is the main plank in the
socialist platform. Ifpeople cannot own their own homes, Big Brother will provide homes
for them. The Minister for Housing, Big Brother, will provide people with cheap houses. I
have got news for the Chamber. The waiting list for cheap houses has doubled under the
Session 1987-33
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social justice policy of the government. The little people are not being housed like they
were under a Liberal government.
The Minister for Sport and Recreation has one growth area. People are so miserable
they are gambling away what little resources they have in the hope of gaining more money.
The Minister is a success on that basis.
The Department of Agriculture and Rural Affairs should be shut down. It has been
rendered useless by the actions of the current Minister, whose only interests are in reducing
the price of eggs by 12 cents a dozen and in costing dairy farmers another 12 cents a litre
off the price they receive for their milk because of his failure to resolve the Midland Milk
Pty Ltd dispute. The morale of officers in that department is very low. In two years, the
Minister has rendered the department utterly meaningless.
One would think that under the Attorney-General justice for the little person would be
quick and satisfactory, but confidence in the judicial system is at an all-time low. The little
people are frightened to be involved in litigation because of the fear of not knowing where
they may end up. Their opponents in the courts may have legal aid and the small amount
of savings or equity in their houses that they have may disappear before their eyes if they
persist with litigation. Justice is not more readily available and is not cheaper for ordinary
people.
The Minister for Community Services is another failure. The government has successfully
done away with all the volunteers and anyone with any idea knows that the best welfare
worker is the person who lives next door or the person who belongs to a community
organisation. Those people have been immersed in a heap of paperwork and red tape, and
are so disenchanted with the government that they have given up. Community work is
now left to the highly paid professionals who work only from 9 a.m. to 12.30 p.m.
The Minister for Industry. Commerce and Technology presents the House with often
quoted figures about the upturn in the economic fortunes of the State. The State has been
hocked to the tune of an additional $11 billion since the reign of the government. Huge
sums are entering the financial systems of the State but Victoria does not belong to its
citizens any more. Before long Victorians will be taking cups of tea to the beach for people
from Japan. Singapore and Hong Kong because they will own the State. The community
will be told by the government that it is doing well out of tourism. Be damned. overseas
interests will own this country!
I now direct the attention of the House to some local problems with which I am
concerned. The greatest problem in Polwarth is the threat that all community groups and
individuals are faced with. Schools are under threat of closure. School houses are under
threat because of their impending sale. Houses for railway workers are under threat of
sale. Hospitals are under threat of closure. Services for the retarded at Kalandra and Colac
are under threat because of the ten-year plan. Roads are cracking up. Forest residues
cannot be used for industry. The electorate of Polwarth does not have its share of the
additional 34000 public servants to help offset the difficulties that it has. A dead hand has
been placed over water catchment areas and forests and people cannot get on with making
a dollar.
I conclude by commenting on the Treasurer's proposal for the Victorian Equity Trust.
No-one with an ounce of sense would invest in an equity trust unless there was a taxation
saving at the end.
The Federal Treasurer will tonight start a hare running that wiil develop into a fuB scale
inquiry into superannuation benefits and their investments. Out of that will be spawned
an incentive for certain superannuation funds to invest in public utilities by way of
vehicles such as equity trusts.
What will be said to the comrades and workers by this socialist government is, "You
may not be able to get it in wages because we can't justify that, but, instead of the taxpayer
and others owning the public utilities, we will allow you to own the public utilities, as the
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workers involved in them, by way of superannuation funds. You will be able to invest in
them. Look, the Federal Treasurer has made it attractive to you!"
Is that not the scenario worked out by the Federal Treasurer and our State Treasurer?
Of course it is! Is that not the way privatisation will take place by the Commonwealth and
State governments. Of course it will! More and more money will be squandered. Another
$300 million will be channelled back into this government's coffers to squander on nonproductive ventures.
The government is having a party! Members of the government are making good fellows
of themselves~ they are letting the rich get richer, but the poor will be neglected as they
have been before. That is what will happen with this government.
Mr Sidiropoulos interjected.
Mr I. W. SMITH-The honourable member for Richmond does not understand these
things.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Stirling)-Order! The honourable member for Richmond
is out of order.
Mr I. W. SMITH-He is out of order, Mr Acting Speaker, because he does not
understand what has been worked out by the clever men in the State and Federal
governments for him. One day after he reads it in the press, he will be told that the
comrades who work in the State Electricity Commission, who will have a great
superannuation deal, will end up owning the commission. If the workers do not receive
the benefits in wage increases, they will receive them in superannuation payouts at the end
of the day. Who pays? The consumer!
Earlier I mentioned that Victoria had one of the world's largest deposits of brown coal.
It is all extremely automated and the State ought to have the world's cheapest energy
production. Of course, the State does not have that because under the banner of energy
conservation, the government has started a price hike that it has indexed in the first two
years in office. What subterfuge! The great boast of the State government was that it had
the cheapest electricity of a modern country of its kind.
Of course, the State should, but the workers will end up owning the State Electricity
Commission and the consumers will have to pay additional charges through the nose.
Therefore, the rate of return by way of statutory authority dividends to this $overnment,
coupled with the superannuation benefits to the equity trust investors, Will leave the
commission with no choice but to increase the tariffs at an ever-increasing rate. It is
indexation that will have an inbuilt multiplier effect. As I said, indexation is a subtefuge.
As the honourable member for Brighton pointed out, the Budget is a farce; it represents
large expenditure by a government out of control. The government has over-committed
itself in borrowing. It has a well-oiled media machine to try to convince all of the people
some of the time that it is wonderful, but, as sure as God made little apples, there will be
a day of reckoning when a generation will have to repay the debt.
If that generation does not repay the debt, the tourists that I mentioned earlier will come
to check on their investments and will enjoy cups of tea being run to them on the beach. I
fear that if we do not run hard enough, they will put us in balls and chains!
There is no joy in this Budget for the electorate of Polwarth; it is a depressing Budget.
Mr GUDE (Hawthorn)-I support the honourable member for Brighton who led the
debate on behalf of the Opposition, and I commend him for his detailed research on the
subject and the way he systematically destroyed the myths put forward by the Treasurer.
Tonight I shall spend some time discussing WorkCare. It was interesting that I had
difficulty finding any specific reference to WorkCare in the Budget Papers. But, surprise,
surprise, buried in the midst of page 316 of Budget Paper No. 5, I found a passing reference
to WorkCare, which states:
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-a review of the provisions in rc1ation to the WorkCare legislation as promised by the government to ensure
the most cost effective and efficient system is in place to benefit the people of Victoria ...

Those words found their way into the Budget speech delivered by the Treasurer.
As I have said when debating workers compensation or repair for those who are injured
in the workplace-which is perhaps the way I prefer to refer to workers compensationthe Opposition takes the view that anyone injured in the workplace ought to be protected,
looked after and cared for, and the government of the day, irrespective of its particular
flavour, should be prepared to do all it can to ensure that a humane and just system is in
place to protect workers in the workplace.
It is fair to say that there was widespread concern about the former workers compensation
scheme. Concern was expressed about the debt that had been incurred on overruns relating
to workers compensation which amounted to approximately $400 million. When one then
considers the deficiencies of that scheme-the involvement of the legal and medical
fraternities and the delays that were commonplace in obtaining recompense for people
who were genuinely hurt in the workplace-one recognises that there was a need for a
review.

His Honour Judge Harris chaired an inquiry into the workers compensation industry in
1978 and in more recent times Mr Cooney chaired an inquiry into the same industry. I
would be one of the first to praise those two gentlemen for their reviews of workers
compensation as it related to Victorians. Changes have been made, but one cannot overlook
the nature of proposed legislation introduced by this government.
All honourable members in this House are cognisant of the fact that when the
Nunawading Province by-election was held the government had temporary control of
both Houses of Parliament. In recent times, at a Labor Party conference, the Premier
served notice to his party and, in a broad sense, to the community at large that he
recognised the need for substantial changes in the structure of Parliament. I invite Victorians
to pay close heed to the performance of the government when it had temporary control of
both Houses of the Victorian legislature.
All honourable members recall the frivolity, which is perhaps the kindest way in which
I can describe the uproar that took place in this place when the WorkCare and occupational
health and safety Bills were passed through this place; no doubt the same uproar took
place in another place.
In the community, whether I am speaking to employers or their representatives,
individuals in the workplace or their representatives, genuine concern is expressed about
the nature of the scheme and its operation.
Some expressions used about it are: "'diabolic"; "disastrous"; "fraudulent";
""incompetent"; ""a financial disaster"; and Hdestroyed the work ethic". There could not be
anything closer to the hearts of decent thinking Australians, surely, than the work ethic.
We have all grown up to believe-and the majority of us flourish and benefit from-the
concept of reward for effort. What has happened under this particular scheme is a complete
destruction of the work ethic.
In less than two years there has been a $1 billion overrun in this new scheme. Honourable
members will recall that that is more than double the overrun of the ill-fated previous
workers compensation scheme.
A report dated 28 October 1986 by actuaries Trowbridge Tillinghast warned the
government that WorkCare claims were nearly 25 percent higher than had been anticipated.
The report estimates that liabilities from outstanding claims as at 30 June 1986-that is
over a year ago-were likely to be somewhere between $720 million to $1240 millionmore than $1 billion.
That is the sort of scheme that has been implemented in this State. Is that the sort of
modern money management that the people have to expect from the Treasurer, the
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government, and the Premier? They move constantly around the State of Victoria at
taxpayers' expense-and on overseas visits, I am told-to inform the broader community
of just how well the State of Victoria is being managed. Yet there was an estimate of
liabilities of outstanding claims as at 30 June 1986 amounting to $1240 million!
The honourable member for Polwarth in his closing remarks expressed concern at the
state of finances in Victoria. He made the point that future generations will have to pay
the debts being incurred now by the government-debts being written up by the
government.
I doubt whether there is one area of government administration that has been more
poorly administered than WorkCare. I say that not only because of the financial
mismanagement but also for a number of human reasons. I say it not only because of the
bunglings of the Treasurer's modern money management processe's, but also because of
the way it has impacted on the lives of decent people.
Many individuals in the workplace are still waiting, right at this very moment, and have
been waiting for twelve months-I remind the House again that the scheme has been
operating for only twenty months, or nearly two years-or half the duration of the scheme's
operating period, to have their matters heard at the compensation tribunals created by the
Treasurer.
Comments made by members of organisations that have a direct relationship with the
area of workers compensation demonstrate some of the concerns I have been referring to
and have expressed them in greater detail.
In the Australian Chamber of Manufactures File, Volume 32 No. 30 dated 28 August
1987, many interesting aspects of the scheme are pointed out. Members of the chamber
express the concerns they have about workers compensation. The File notes:
Royal Insurance Australia Limited gave notice that it is quitting as one of the WorkCare claims agents. The
company cited "the abrupt and enforced mid-term renegotiation of contract terms for WorkCare agents" and
said it had become "increasingly evident that the company could no longer continue to operate in an environment
which it considered incompatible with acceptable commercial standards and practices."

There would not be one member of the House who would suggest that Royal Insurance
Australia Ltd is anything other than a reputable and proper business house operating in
this country.
What more damning indictment can one have than the words I have just quoted? I shall
repeat them:
" ... increasingly evident that the company could no longer continue to operate in an environment which it
considered incompatible with acceptable commercial standards and practices.

The File article continues in a later place to state:
The benefit structure is so generous that rehabilitation is unattractive.

That means a person can receive a benefit under workers compensation that is more
attracti ve than returning to work.
I shall give honourable members a simple example. I shall not name the company. I am
aware of a metal manufacturing company in the Footscray area which employs 600 people.
Immediately prior to the introduction of the WorkCare scheme at anyone time-taken
over the period of a year-the average number of people in receipt of workers compensation
benefits was sixteen. One year after the introduction of WorkCare that number had
increased substantially: there were 130 people offwork on workers compensation.
Of the 600 employees, roughly 200 are process workers. Many process workers are
females-I do not want to become involved in the male versus female employment in the
workplace, but I simply want to make a point. Of the 130 people off work on workers
compensation, some 25 were females. These women, having conceived, developed some
condition which allowed them to become beneficiaries of the new WorkCare scheme.
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They found they could obtain confinement leave not allowed to them under their award,
which became available because of the government's new social welfare scheme, called
WorkCare. They are able to be off work while they are having their children and raising
them to the stage where they can be cared for by other members of their families, or the
children can be put into a creche, or whatever form of care their families choose.
I am informed that a little under half the number of women have decided this is one of
the best opportunities they have ever come across. They have found that to be paid 80 per
cent plus under WorkCare while they are on confinement leave is an arrangement worth
pursuing. Some of these women have decided to have another child. The women return
to work and develop another problem and are again on workers compensation.
That is the sort of rort that takes me back to the remarks expressed to me by many
people who describe the scheme as 4'fraudulent". Nobody in this House-including the
Treasurer who is responsible for this legislation-would condone the behaviour I have
described. When one looks at page 316 of the Budget Paper No. 5 and the substantial
WorkCare document-an essentially meaningless document but if one counts the pages it
is a substantial document-one would have hoped those sorts of issues were addressed.
It has been promised that amending legislation will be introduced to bring about the
urgent changes necessary to restructure WorkCare so that the $1 billion loss will not
continue and so that the rort to which I have just referred, and others like it, will not
continue.

I remind the House of other cases that have occurred under the WorkCare system. I
refer to the case of the Egans laundry in Colac, which has been referred to in this place on
a number of occasions. The claim was met by the employer, the first week's wages of the
employee were paid as were the medical benefits, and the ongoing compensation was met
by the employer. The company waited patiently for compensation from WorkCare. Having
filled out the forms and having waited for approximately eleven months for some type of
rebate or acknowledgment from the Accident Compensation Commission, the company
received a cheque which was delivered by taxi from Melbourne to Colac. Is that modern
management? Is that one of the reasons why WorkCare is now running at a loss of more
than $1 billion a year? What about the other cases involving similar situations that have
given rise to the concerns I have expressed, the principal one being that WorkCare has
destroyed the work ethic? WorkCare has got to the heart of what society is all about.
I shall refer to the File article which I quoted previously, which states:
There is a limit to industry's capacity to absorb increases in labour costs and retain present employment levels.
Despite lower premiums than the former Workers' Compensation system, the real costs of WorkCare are greater
for many companies because of the escalation in claims resulting from too-ready access to benefits and the
requirement on companies to pay the first week's wages and first $286 of medical expenses.
'.

The penultimate paragraph in the File article of 28 August states:
Increasingly, the issue no longer is one of patching up deficiencies. It is an issue of what will take the place of
the present edition of WorkCare and when?

The Australian Chambers of Manufactures is saying the scheme is no good and that it
needs to be replaced. The chamber is prepared to work with the government to improve
the scheme, but they must be real improvements; they must be fair and equitable to all
and not just to those involved in one side of the equation.
Time is slipping away more rapidly than I had hoped. Hopefully, before the sessional
period is over, the tardy Treasurer will introduce into this House a Bill with amendments
to WorkCare that will give it some guts and go and some reality and purpose.
Mr McNamara-You could ask for an extension of time.
Mr GUDE-If the House is prepared to indulge me, I am sure I could speak for twice
the time allowed to me. I would be pleased to do that.
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Earlier this year I made a freedom of information request of all government agencies
regarding WorkCare and the increasing costs that have found their way into those agencies.
That is of major concern to the taxpayers of Victoria because increases in government
costs are reflected in government charges. As has already been pointed out admirably by
the honourable member for Brighton, Victoria is the highest taxed State in Australia. I
shall not refer to that in detail, but I make the point that one of the features of the high
taxing scenario is a direct result of what has occurred in various government agencies as a
consequence of their incompetence and ineptitude. If honourable members believe they
are platitudinous words, I shall refer to some of the government departments.
Only about half the government agencies have responded to my freedom of information
request in the appointed time. That is a matter of disappointment, but I shall accommodate
them with the Ombudsman and the Administrative Appeals Tribunal. That is okay; we
are all big boys.
Mr Stockdale-What about public works?
Mr GUDE-That department has replied, and I am pleased that the Minister for Public
Works is at the table because he can hold up his head on this issue. Not only have some
government agencies not responded to my request but, even worse, some of them have
chosen to appear to be ignorant and to be unable to read the Queen's English. I asked for
a response from the government and all of its agencies, and that tncludes quasi autonomous
non-government organisations and organisations such as the State Electricity Commission.
The commission has not replied, but I can accommodate that also.
In the first year of the operation of WorkCare, claims in the Department of Agriculture
and Rural Affairs decreased by 50 per cent. That department has put effort into it and has
obtained some benefits. The story is different with the Ethnic Affairs Commission. One
wonders how anyone could injure himself in that Ministry. What is the increase for the
commission? Is it 5 per cent, 10 per cent, 20 per cent or 50 per cent? Is there a top on 50
per cent?
Mr Leigh-Sixty per cent!
Mr GUDE-No, the increase was not 60 per cent; it was 75 per cent!
The Department of Industry, Technology and Resources had an increase in claims of
100 per cent, and the Ministry for Planning and Environment had an increase of 250 per
cent. If that is taken over a two-year period, the Ministry for Planning and Environment
had an increase of 550 per cent.
I shall now refer to the Public Works Department, and this is where the Minister gets
his credit. That department has had an increase in claims of only 23 per cent. The Minister
can take some heart because, unlike some other departments, those working in the Public
Works Department use jackhammers, picks, hammers and so on. Those working for the
Minister for Public Works are putting up buildings for the Minister for Education and
there are few banged thumbs along the way. His department has not had a 550 per cent
increase over two years like the Ministry for Planning and Environment.
The Department of Sport and Recreation has had an increase in claims, and I suppose
it is possible to pull a hamstring working in that department. I do not want to have a go at
my dear friend, the Minister for Sport and Recreation, but that department has suffered a
300 per cent increase in WorkCare claims. I should have thought that the Minister would
have his staff warmed up before they went for a zip around the block.
I had some difficulty with the information provided by the Department of Industry,
Technology and Resources. It provided me with some interesting sheets and said, "Dive
in, Phil, and see what you can find out; we defy you to come up with the answers". Dive
in I did, and it is relevant to refer to some of the claims that have been made. One accident
occurred on 23 July 1987. That is an important date for my wife and me because it
happens to be my wife's birthday. That is the only reason why I chose that date. I thought
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"Pick a date, any date, in these pages", and I chose 23 July because I am fond of my wife.
It says that somebody in Victoria Parade slipped on stairs at the Hyatt hotel and strained
a forearm and fingers. The honourable member for Benalla has a very broad imagination
and probably can do more with that than I, but it is a matter of interest, is it not?
I like this one: on 30 September 1986, in Bourke Street, a librarian was assaulted by a
bag snatcher and has a shoulder and arm injury. There is no limit to the inventiveness of
people now that they have come to realise the benefits that can accrue from this new fancy
WorkCare scheme.
Another example in January 1987 concerns a secretary who had a pain in the arm
because of the continual use ofa telephone. There is a new device in some of the government
agencies; this particular secretary ought to be fitted with one of those new telephones
which does not need to be picked up. One leaves a button pressed and keeps on working.
She could probably type 90 miles an hour! As long as she does not have to keep that arm
reaching out, she will have no further problems.
Another example in August 1986 concerned a typist who had sore eyes, headaches and
dizziness through the use of an internal directory screen. I included that because it could
be appropriate.
Another example is of a person who was about to obtain the benefits of WorkCare while
in confinement, to which I earlier referred. On 29 September 1986 at a Bourke Street office
of the Department for Industry, Technology and Resources this person went on to
WorkCare because of dizziness and vomiting-it probably happened early in the morning.
It was affecting her head and shoulders. I told honourable members about the company in
West Footscray which has those problems.
Obviously these problems are arising in the public sector, and one cannot help but be
concerned about what is occurring. A number of government agencies have failed to
comply with the requirements of the Freedom of Information Act. Prior to the Deputy
Premier entering the Chamber, I was expressing my concern that the State Electricity
Commission of Victoria was one of those quangos that are not able to read the Queen's
English. We are not disappointed because the Opposition has, of its own volition, obtained
a copy of the State Electricity Commission's experience under WorkCare.
The section relating to the increasing percentage of absences, says at page 4:
Coupled with the significant increase in the number of claims and the increased percentage which involve lost
time, there is also a trend towards longer absences.
In September 1985, the number of employees absent due to work-related injuries/illnesses for longer than one
month was approximately 270 and in March 1987, the figure had grown to 440, a rise of 63 per cent.

Another section of the document expresses concern that rehabilitation participation by
employees is not compulsory.
However one looks at WorkCare, it is a disaster from a financial point of view; from the
view of an injured worker, it is hopeless. From the point of view of claims agents, it is a
monumental problem, and it is hopeless from an employer's point of view.
On the motion ofMr LEIGH (Malvern), the debates were adjourned.
It was ordered that the debates be adjourned until next day.

LITTER BILL
This Bill was returned from the Council with a message relating to amendments.
It was ordered that the message be taken into consideration next day.
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SURVEY CO-ORDINATION (AMENDMENT) BILL
This Bill was returned from the Council with a message relating to an amendment.
It was ordered that the message be taken into consideration next day.

HEALTH (CHILDREN'S SERVICES) BILL
This Bill was received from the Council and, on the motion of Mr SPYKER (Minister
for Consumer Affairs), was read a first time.

ADOPTION (AMENDMENT) BILL
This Bill was received from the Council and, on the motion of Mr SPYKER (Minister
for Consumer Affairs), was read a first time.

ADJOURNMENT
Weight limits on manual handling in the workplace-Bogus advertisements-Australian
beef exports-Federal funding for Hume Freeway-Musician-teacher project at
Bendigo-Dungeons and dragons game-Chadstone High School
Mr FORDHAM (Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources)-I move:
That the House do now adjourn.

Mr GUDE (Hawthorn)-The attention of the Minister for Labour is directed to the
matter of manual handling, a subject of considerable concern principally for those on the
employer side of business. I make the point in an unemotional way that this also has
considerable impact upon people in employment. If the move to recommend and introduce
a code of practice which incorporates a 16-kilogram action level or weight limit on manual
handling in the workplace, which has been supported and indeed advocated by the Victorian
Occupational Health and Safety Commission, is introduced in Victoria, there will be
concern from both sides of the employment equation.
The Minister for Labour would be aware that the National Occupational Health and
Safety Commission has warned that the introduction of a 16-kilogram manual lifting limit
would cost approximately $9 billion and would jeopardise production and economic
growth. The Opposition seeks an assurance from the Minister that the government will
not act on the recommendations-foolish as I believe they are-of the Victorian
Occupational Health and Safety Commission to introduce a 16-kilogram limit, particularly
as the commission was given due warning of the concern as to the impact of this prospective
change, in that the five employer representatives on the commission voted against that
recommendation.

If the commission wishes to proceed with it, that would reflect the bias and the structure
of the commission. One would like to think that the government would be more pragmatic
and more realistic in its approach because so often in Victoria it is heard that the
government is concerned about what is happening in the business community.
The government attempts to take credit-as I suppose it would be entitled to if it did
something of value to the business community. Here is an opportunity for the government
to show real stewardship and to recognise that this recommendation has been made by an
important government agency, the Occupational Health and Safety Commission. Here is
an opportunity for it to admit that what it is attempting to do is to bring about a lift limit
that will protect people in the workplace. However, the recommendation is unreasonable
and cannot be accepted. There is no scientific or other logical base for a manual handling
limit of 16 kilograms or indeed any other weight to be placed on lifting.
The setting of any weight limit would be counterproductive in industry's effort to
prevent manual handling stress, as it would divert attention away from other important
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issues such as lifting positions, safety in training, frequency of manual handling and the
physical capabilities of employees.
The capability of each human being is different. Some people have big frames; some are
strong and some are not. In the same way, there is a variation in the capacity ofindividuals
to lift in the workplace. What a ludicrous situation it would be if two people and a manual
aid were required to lift a typewriter! What would happen to workers on a construction
site? They would not be able to lift a bag of cement from the back of a truck. The
imposition ofa 16-kilogram limit as a matter of principle is foolhardy. It is not something
that can be introduced. The proposal is impractical and out of touch with the reality of
running a business.
This will have a major impact on people in employment and I ask the Minister to
consider it carefully and to give prompt assurances to the community at large, and the
business community in particular, that he will not support the recommendation of the
Occupational Health and Safety Commission.
Mr NORRIS (Dandenong)-I direct a matter to the attention of the Minister for
Consumer Affairs and preface my remarks by stating that I never cease to be amazed by
, the ingenious and complex schemes cooked up by people in this community to cheat and
rip off the unsuspecting. It is a pity that these people do not put their undoubted abilities
to legitimate and reputable means of making money.
A number of small business people in Melbourne-and no doubt there are others in
country areas-have been receiving accounts from publishing companies for
advertisements that have been placed in publications unknown to those small business
people. The document I have here shows that amounts of up to $230 have been demanded
for the placement of these advertisements, which, incidentally, was allegedly confirmed in
a t~lephone conversation.
In no instance can the business people recollect placing these advertisements either
verbally or in writing. In some cases when the small business people have refused to pay
for these advertisements, they have been threatened with legal action.
That is not the only concern because the publications in which the advertisements
allegedly appear are produced by welfare agencies, children's groups, local government
bodies and even a so-called police organisation.
I have been supplied with a sheaf of documents from a small business person-whom I
shall not name-received from this bogus publishing company. One is for an advertisement
allegedly placed on his behalf in a magazine called Police Youth Magazine. I have never
heard of that magazine. The address of the publishing firm is Suite 3, 1st Floor, 68
Nicholson Street, Footscray. The small business person was asked to pay the sum of$145
for an advertisement allegedly placed in that police magazine.
Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster)-On a point of order, Mr Speaker, I ask that the document
be tabled for the information of the House.
The SPEAKER-Order! The honourable member for Doncaster is aware of the process
whereby he can ask by a point of order for the document to be made available to the
House.
Mr NORRIS (Dandenong)-I shall be happy to make the documentation available to
the House.
Another docket received by the same person contains a request for $145 for a one-eighth
of a page advertisement in Fire Safety Magazine published by Quality Publications Pty
Ltd of 68 Nicholson Street, Footscray. Another advertisement is to a magazine called The
Australian TAFE Teacher published by Percival Publishing Co. Pty Ltd with a different
address to that of Quality Publications Pty Ltd. This document has an interesting warning
on the bottom which states:
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To our advertisers
In your interests we direct your attention to unethical practices used by some firms and individuals of: sending
unauthorised accounts; imitating titles of bona fide publications; collecting money in person.

That firm has the gall to warn the person it has ripped off to beware of cheats! Another
docket in that sheaf is allegedly for The International Police Association, Victorian Members
Region Newsletter and requests another $145 for bogus advertisements placed in that
newsletter without the person's knowledge.
I ask whether the Minister has heard of the organisations I have mentioned: Quality
Publications Pty Ltd and Percival Publishing Co. Pty Ltd and whether he can investigate
these allegations.
Mr I. W. SMITH (Polwarth)-I raise a matter with the Treasurer, as the representative
for the Minister for Agriculture and Rural Affairs. A rumour in the meat industry is that
the Federal meat inspectors union ticked off a United States of America Congressional
Committee about the chemical residue problem in meat and that the Congressional
Committee asked the American Department of Agriculture to undertake more thorough
and widespread testing which, as we subsequently know, showed some minor residue
problems. Why would the Federal meat inspectors union take this action?
Since 1 September, the Federal Minister for Primary Industry and Eneq~y has instituted
a scheme of fee for service within the meat inspection service. ThiS has led to a
rearrangement of hours worked, potentially some staff surpluses and maybe even- some
retrenchments.
It follows from that that any new function that the meat inspectors could add' unto
themselves would settle the jobs and, for that matter, add to the number of jobs and
increase the empire. Therefore, there would be a vested interest in that union tipping off
the United States of America Congressional Committee and thus starting the series of
incidents that I have outlined.
.
The matter becomes extremely serious because the State Minister for Agriculture and
Rural Affairs in another place has undertaken and plans to legislate to hand over the State
meat inspectors to the Commonwealth meat inspection authority. These are the same
people who were embroiled in events reported on by the Woodward Royal Commission
into meat substitution.
It would be unwise of the State Minister to hand over the State meat inspection service
so that one more powerful union with questionable behaviour practices would have
control of the meat industry. The Minister for Agriculture and Rural Affairs should insist
that the Federal Minister for Primary Industry and Energy undertake a full and
comprehensive inquiry into who tipped off the Congressional Committee and started this
chain of events, because Australian meat was singled out for additional testing.
There was no additional testing on Argentinean, Paraguayan and Uru$uayan meat that
are all exported to the United States of America. It was singularly an action taken against
Australian meat and that has aroused suspicion within the meat trade.
Although malpractices were reported in the Woodward Royal Commission, no
convictions were sought or undertaken by the Commonwealth government and, indeed,
Commonwealth meat inspectors cost approximately $70000 per head whereas the State
meat inspectors with similar qualified personnel cost approximately $40 000 per head.
Apart from questioning the wisdom of the transfer, the Minister for Agriculture and
Rural Affairs must satisfy himself that the Federal meat inspection union is squeaky clean
on the issue I have raised in order to allay fears among meat producers.
Mr JASPER (Murray Valley)-I direct the attention of the Minister for Transport and,
in his absence, the Minister at the table, to an announcement last week that there was a
$10 million shortfall in funds being provided by the Federal government in the current
twelve months, and the Minister for Transport indicated that it would lead to a reduction
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in the work being carried out on the Hume Freeway, particularly at Euroa, Glenrowan,
Wangaratta, Bowser and Chiltern. The Hume Freeway bypasses those particular centres
and I express the concern of constituents who have spoken to me since that announcement,
particularly those people who are contractors and subcontractors to the works being
undertaken on the freeway.
The funds provided for the Hume Freeway and major highway works throughout
Australia are funded under the Australian Bicentennial Roads Development Program.
That program which was started some years ago by the coalition government in Canberra
and has been carried on by the Labor government was to terminate in 1988 with the
completion of major road networks throughout Australia.
The Federal Minister for Transport indicated earlier this year that the government had
decided at a Federal level that the 2 cents a litre surcharge on fuel that had been financing
the Australian Bicentennial Road Development Program would continue for another five
years after 1988. A huge amount of money will be fOI1hcoming under the bicentennial
road grant arrangements and those funds will continue to flow back to the States.
I bring to the attention of the Minister for Transport that, in earlier correspondence
with the Minister at a Federal level, he indicated there was approximately $44 million in
credit in the Federal fund. From the information provided to me I had been led to believe
that approximately $50 million was in credit in the program. I believe the funds should be
provided immediately to continue the road program under the Australian Bicentennial
Road Development Program for highways throughout Australia, particularly the Hume
Freeway.
The Minister has indicated that the funds have been built up to well over $60 million,
but they would be run down over the twelve months just completed to 30 June 1987 to
approximately $40 million. The State Minister for Transport should make immediate
representations to the Federal Minister for Transport to have more funds released and, if
the Federal government has funds collected under the 2 cents a litre levy, those funds
should be made available to continue the program.
It is vital that the dual carriageway from Melbourne to Wodonga is completed as quickly
as possible. The work is progressing well. A large number of contractors is involved with
the program and, if there is any cutback in funding, jobs will be lost, millions of dollars in
payment for plant would not be met and there would be subsequent repossessions.
It is important that the State government and the Minister for Transport make urgent
representations to the Federal government to seek further funds from the Federal
government to ensure that the road program for the development of the Hume Freeway
continues and that the jobs and the people involved in the program are protected.

Mr KENNEDY (Bendigo West)-Can the Minister for Education indicate the future
directions of the outstanding musician-teacher project that is operating at Bendigo? I
appreciate the support the Victorian government has given to the establishment and
development of the project in Bendigo, and I thank the Minister for Education, his
predecessor and also the Minister for the Arts. It has been an outstanding project, resulting
from a decision in 1983, and has led to the appointment of a string quartet and a wind
quintet of musician-teachers who are involved not only in teaching the musical instruments
but also in performing in public, both in Bendigo and in other areas in the Bendigo region.
It is of great significance to the region and is important in the decentralisation of art
resources in country Victoria. It is a unique project and is the only one of its kind in
Australia. I dare say there are few programs like this in any other part of the world.

The project involves the employment of nine musicians who teach at nine schools in
the Bendigo area. They are a highly qualified, dedicated and artistic group of people who
have contributed significantly to the artistic life of the Bendigo region. They not only teach
young children but also take an active part in the Bendigo Symphony Orchestra.
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The project has been an outstanding achievement not only for the government in the
sense of the commitment of various substantial resources to the development of music
and skills, but also to the development of music in a country region.
The government has been supportive and, in 1983, when the Minister for the Arts
announced the project, he took part in a function in which the musician teachers performed
for the first time in public. The project has been supported strongly by officers of the
Ministry for the Arts and the Ministry of Education.
At the local level a marvellous job has been done, not only by the musicians, but also
by the committee of management, which has the responsibility, for the overall operation.
I refer specifically to David Breaden, Dawn Colbourne and Steve Holgate. The schools,
and parents who have actively supported and encouraged their children to learn the
instruments, should also be congratulated.
The musician-teacher project has contributed significantly to the enrichment of the
cultural life of a country centre. The musicians are of a high calibre and it is wonderful to
see people of this high level of qualification passing on their skills to young people. They
have also made a significant contribution in the performances they have given to the
public.
The SPEAKER-Order! The honourable member has little time left and he has yet to
state what action he wants the Minister to take.
Mr KENNEDY- The scheme was originally established as a pilot project for three
years. It is being continued this year for the fourth year and I am hopeful that an assurance
can be given by the Minister that the project can continue. I ask him to advise what future
direction will be taken by the project with the support of the Victorian government.
Mr DICKINSON (South Barwon)-I direct the attention of the Minister for Education
to the current widespread community debate in the Geelong region concerning a game
called dungeons and dragons that is being played in local schools, particularly the Oberon
High School and the Mount Duneed Primary School.
I wrote to the director of the Barwon south-western education region on 29 August and
have received a response from him. I am surprised that the Minister has no specific policy
on such a game being played in schools, particularly when the game has been deemed by
some members of the community to have harmful effects on impressionable children. I
have referred evidentiary material from the United States of America to the Minister from
psychiatrists who believe the game has been instrumental in suicides and violent crimes
and who say the evidence in these cases is quite impressive.
Mr Thomas Radecki, a psychiatrist with the University of Illinois School of Medicine,
said there was no doubt in his mind that dungeons and dragons is causing young men to
kill themselves and others, and that the game is one of non-stop combat and violence. Mr
Arnold Goldstein, PhD, Director of the Centre for Research on Aggression, University of
Syracuse, says:
Like many other pyschologists, I feel quite negatively about violent toys and violent play ... I think it is a bad
idea to play a violent role play game such as dungeons and dragons. For many, such play causes subtle changes,
which increase both a desensitisation towards violence and a tendency to commit aggressive behaviour.

I have given the Minister correspondence from Mrs O'Brian, McCann Road, Mount
Duneed, who has become aware that dungeons and dragons has been played in both State
primary and secondary and private schools and would like to see the game banned, not
only from schools but also from being imported into Victoria and Australia.
A further report was sent to me, with a letter that I have made available to the Ministry
of Education, which has stressed the link with the occult, and the indoctrination of young
people. I also received a letter from Mrs Julie Strother, who is concerned with the game
being played in local schools.
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I have brought this matter to the attention of the Minister hoping that he will conduct
an investigation and ascertain what is occurring in the Geelong region. The regional
director seems unable to say which schools are affected. The playing of this game has
received press coverage not only in the Geelong Advertiser of 4 September but also in the
Geelong News. I understand that on radio station 3GL today, mention was made of the
playing of the game.
I ask the Minister to investigate the matter and make an appropriate report to the
parents of the children concerned.
'
Mr LEIGH (Malvern)-I direct the attention of the Minister for Education to the
prospective closure of Chadstone High School, its withdrawing from amalgamation
proposals, and related problems caused by the incom,petence of the Minister and his
department.
What does the Minister propose to do when the school is closed? The Minister for
Education is selling the school as part of the governmenfs fire sale of Victoria's assets.
Will the Minister see representatives from the school; and, if not, why not? The Minister
was prepared to see representatives from another school in my electorate. What is wrong
with talking to the people concerned? People understand there is a requirement for
amalgamation, but the Chadstone High School site is the most cost-effective site and
should be used for that purpose.
I ask the Minister to explain to the Chamber and the people of Malvern why he is
prepared to close Chadstone High School.
Mr WALSH (Minister for Public Works)-The honourable member for Hawthorn
raised a matter concerning occupational health and safety units recommending that 16
kilograms be the maximum weight handled in the workplace. I am unsure whether this
weight relates specifically to women or to men and women. I recall that the requirement
used to be 30 pounds maximum weight for women, but that was changed.
The International Labour Organisation has specified that 112 pounds is the maximum
that a male should lift. The community should be more concerned about the way people
lift heavy goods; many people suffer from back complaints because of the way they lift
certain goods. People should be instructed on how to lift heavy materials in the workplace.
Some industries are doing that now through occupational health and safety measures.
The Public Works Department will examine the International Labour Organisation
recommendation and may consider adopting the international maximum lifting limit.
Mr SPYKER (Minister for Consumer Affairs)--The honourable member for Dandenong
raised the matter of small businesses being charged for advertisements they have not
agreed to in publications they have not heard of.

The Ministry of Consumer Affairs has this serious matter under close investigation at
the moment. At least two publishing companies are involved in these practices. The major
culprit is a company called Percival Publishing Co. Pty Ltd of 33 Bourke Street, Melbourne,
which claims to publish journals called the Victorian Count'! Local Government Supplies
and Services Purchasing Directory, the Amalgamated Meta Workers Trade Manual and
the Australian Technical and Further Education Teacher. None of these journals has any
backing from the relevant authorities or organisations. The community may believe the
publications have a wide circulation, but, of course, they are bogus.
Another company called Quality Publications Pty Ltd, in Footscray, claims to publish
the International Police Association Newsletter, the Police Youth Magazine, and the Fire
Safety Magazine.
The organisations suggested by the names of the publications are worthwhile and many
small businesses would like to support them, but none of the publications has any financial
endorsement, although the company implies this in its letters to businesses.
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Out of the blue, small businesses are receiving demands for money for advertisements
in these publications. This type of action is totally unethical and a completely crooked
way of trying to con money out of business people by questioning their memories and
tricking them into believing that members of their staffs had previously agreed to the
advertisement.
A number of small businesses have contacted the Ministry about the matter. They are
usually busy people, and staff members assume the employers have overlooked the
advertising. They assume that, because they have received a demand for payment, the
advertisements must have appeared.
The despicable tactics used by these companies are very similar. A demand is received
by the business, usually for between $150 and $250, saying that it is to confirm a telephone
booking of an advertisement. Sometimes an employer assumes that a staff member made
the booking, and that is not the case.
Some of the invoices even emphasise what the publishers are up to by stating, "This is
not a request for an advertisement." On others they have the cheek to warn their targets
against the unethical practices they claim are used by other firms. The claims that
advertisements have been booked are blatant lies. However, even the publications are lies
and, in some cases, may not even be produced at all. Others are distributed only to a few
people.
It is a complete con, and the Ministry is working on this matter with the Trade Practices
Commission. On the basis of a number of complaints, the Ministry has put forward several
publishers that have been taken to court.
I urge small businesses to protect themselves against such con tricks by allowing only
one person in the business to authorise advertising and pay accounts. Small businesses
should authorise advertising only in writing and not over the telephone.
Small businesses should also check with government or~anisations, charities or
associations on whose behalf the journal is said to be pubbshed before agreeing to
advertisements. Before deciding to advertise they should obtain confirmation in writing
of the cost and the distribution.
Any business that has had experience with this type of dishonest dealing should contact
the Ministry or the Trade Practices Commission. We want to ensure that when small
businesses spend money on advertising, especially when it is vital to their survival, they
check that the organisation concerned is authentic and that they know to whom the
publication will be distributed. More and more of these cases are being reported and they
are hitting hard at small business. The Ministry will take every action it can through the
courts and through the Trade Practices Commission to have this type of thuggery stamped
out.

Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-The honourable member for Polwarth asked a question about
the meat quality hearings in the United States of America. I shall refer the matter to the
Minister for Agriculture and Rural Affairs in another place for an answer as soon as
possible.
Mr ROPER (Minister for Transport)-The honourable member for Murray Valley
referred to funding for the Hume Freeway, in particular. If the honourable member had
been in the House last Wednesday he would have been aware that concern was expressed
about funding for that highway, and he would also have heard that the government
believes the Commonwealth government would adequately fund those works.
Mr Leigb interjected.
Mr ROPER-It is hard to put up with the nonsense about letting people down from the
honourable member for Malvern. It shows his total ignorance of these matters. Before the
stupid interjection by the honourable member for Malvern I was about to say that in the
Federal Budget this evening, the full amount of money was made available to Victoria for
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national roads this year. That means we can expect to let those contracts that were of
concern in the last fortnight. We hope that we will also be able to persuade the Federal
government, through discussions, to provide a far higher level of national road funds for
Victoria than it currently does.
We currently pay 25 per cent of the tax towards national roads and receive only 17 per
cent back. I hope we are able to persuade the Federal Minister, the Honourable Peter
Duncan, that there is justice on the Victorian side, as the Budget Papers tonight pointed
out, and that both New South Wales and Victoria have a higher requirement and
entitlement than they previously obtained.
Mr CATHIE (Minister for Education)-The honourable member for Bendigo West
referred to the future of the Bendigo musician-teacher project. The project has been
reviewed by both the Ministry for the Arts and the Ministry of Education. The review has
shown that there is considerable value to a regional community in having available
professional musicians in a program such as this. I have heard them play and they are
very good. It is of value not only for the enjoyment of the wider community but also it
provides greater availability of these trained people in the conducting of workshops.
For that reason the Ministry of Education has accepted the recommendations in the
review. It will support the joint program for a further three years with a Ministry of
Education contribution of$300 000 a year.
Mr Jasper-Is that for the State?
Mr CATHIE-That is specifically for the region. The recommendation of the committee
was-and the government has accepted it-that the government would continue to
maintain its financial support for the project for another three years. However, we want
the project to be redesigned to better meet locally established needs and priorities. Therefore,
the project is to take a more regional perspective. It will focus on the development of
music in communities within the whole of the region. The regional board of education
will be responsible for the development and management of the project, which complements
and supplements music education and community activity in the area.
If one examines the circumstances of the current program, one sees that currently 187
students receive instrumental tuition in the project schools. Good quality instruments are
available for hire to the students. Some instruments have been acquired through
government grants and some have been purchased by the Bendigo arts and education
committee. There has been an improvement in the status of music within the school
curriculum in the nine schools which have been serviced by the project, and the parents
whose children have benefited from the project have made favourable comments about it.
It means that some students have had the opportunity of learning an instrument when
such tuition was previously unavailable to country students. I thank the Ministry review
committee for the work it has done. I congratulate everyone involved in the project in the
past-the musicians, the management committee at Bendigo and the children who have
taken part with the enthusiastic support of their parents, and the schools themselves.

As I said, I saw the project in action in Bendigo. I have seen it work within Bendigo
schools and I have been most impressed with what I have seen. I congratulate the
honourable member for Bendigo West on the project being continued because he has been
such a strong supporter of it.
The honourable member for South Barwon raised the fantasy game called dungeons
and dragons that presumably provides allotted roles for people as assassins, victims, or
whatever. The game sounds sick and could well be harmful. I am aware of concerns that
have been expressed about this game and I shall investigate any specific concern that
schools within the Geelong region might have, but normally the department relies on the
good sense of school councils, the parents and teachers on the school councils, to make
determinations in these matters.
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The honourable member for Malvern raised the matter of the possible closure of
Chadstone Hi~ School. I do not know why the honourable member for Malvern would
be grandstandlng on this issue because he well knows the process, which is accepted by the
wider educational community and all major bodies in the education community, that
involves the setting up of a local planning committee.
The recommendations of the committee are processed through the regional board of
education and, in cases where agreement is not reached or a non-consensus report is
produced, another procedure is to be developed and followed before a further
recommendation is made to me. That is the appropriate process to be followed. If there is
disagreement, I shall meet with all the people concerned.
The motion was agreed to.
The House adjourned at 11.22 p.m.
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Wednesday, 16 September 1987
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. 'T. Edmunds) took the chair at 2.3 p.m. and read the prayer.

ABSENCE OF MINISTER
The SPEAKER-Order! I advise the House that the Treasurer will be absent from the
House today because of ill health.
QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

FEDERAL BUDGET
Mr STOCKDALE (Brighton)-In the absence of the Treasurer, I address my question
to th~ Premier. Does the Victorian government support the Hawke government policy
implemented in last night's Federal Budget of increasing taxation to 24·6 per cent of
Australia's gross domestic product compared with 23·6 per cent when the Liberal Party
was last in government?
Mr CAIN (Premier)-Last night I listened carefully to the speech of the Federal
Treasurer, and I was silenced by my admiration for what has been achieved.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr CAIN-Honourable members may well interject-I kid them not! I was! r went to
the Premiers Conference. No member of the opposition parties will ever get there. The
Treasurer and I were well aware of the decisions made at the Premiers Conference and the
effect that they would have on the States. We were well aware that the hard line and hard
decisions were being taken by a government that has proven its worth in this country and
the States were prepared to play their part and to cooperate.
The Federal Budget is another coup for the Federal Treasurer. It is the right Budget for
the right times. Even the Leader of the National Party will recognise that the newspaper
notices today are rave notices, and I cannot recall a similar occasion. The honourable
member for Doncaster, who is interjecting, does not understand. It is the right Budget for
the times.
It shows that the Labor Party has kept its commitment to the people of this country, a
commitment it made at the last election, and that the people made the right judgment.
They saw that the times were tough and they would not be paid off with a fistful of dollars
from John Howard. They decided that it was desirable to recognise that times are tough
and that hard decisions will need to be made. This nation will benefit as a result.
All Australians, particularly those with families and in businesses, can go forward with
great confidence as a result of last night's Federal Budget.
,

CHIEF COMMISSIONER OF POLICE
Mr ROSS-EDWARDS (Leader of the National Party)-Will the Minister for Police
and Emergency Services advise the House whether he has given consideration to inviting
the present Chief Commissioner of Police, Mr Miller, to extend his term pending the
selection of his successor to avoid the embarrassment of having to appoint an Acting Chief
Commissioner of Police?
Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and Emergency Services)-The Chief
Commissioner of Police has demonstrated consistently throughout his term of office a
commitment to the welfare of the community which has few precedents in Victoria's
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history. He has most recently done so when he agreed to accept an extension of his term
of office from June until November and, I believe, in the unlikely event of a need for a
further extension arising, he would fall in with that arrangement.

FAMILY ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS
Dr VAUGHAN (Clayton)-Will the Premier advise the House of the way the Federal
government's family assistance supplement will complement the measures taken by the
Victorian government in improving the economic situation of Victorian families?
Mr CAIN (Premier)-I welcome the new tax-free family assistance supplement. It will
help nearly 55 000 Victorian families, or more than lOO 000 children. The payments will
be paid at a basic rate of $22 a child and a higher rate of $28 for children aged between
thirteen and fifteen years. This will be in addition to the family allowance and it will be
means tested. Included in the package is a $15 rental bonus for families receiving the
supplement.
An average Victorian family renting their home with three children under thirteen years
of age could receive up to $81 a week extra from the Commonwealth. This is a considerable
benefit and it will be welcomed by many families.
I stress that the package is totally supplementary to the Victorian government's family
package that was announced in the Victorian Budget. The Victorian government has also
introduced a number of initiatives to assist families. There is the new education expense
allowance of$60 paid to Victorian families earning less than $50000 a year for each child
between the ages of five and fifteen years and at least 400 000 Victorian families will
benefit from that program.
Also, we are increasing the education maintenance allowance and extending that to,
quite literally, thousands more families. As honourable members will be aware, registration
fees on private cars will be cut by $25.
To sum up, Victorian families with three children can look forward to another $4400 a
year in combined assistance from the Commonwealth and Victorian governments. If one
of their three children is a teenager, that family could get up to $4730 by way of assistance.
Families with three teenage members can obtain up to $5300.
Families will also benefit from the drop in home loan interest rates. It was satisfying to
note the quick response from the banks in this area. The ANZ Banking Group Ltd led the
way-as it led the other way last week; it needs all the help it can get in public relations! It
quickly said it would reduce home loan interest rates by 0·75 per cent and the prime rate
by I per cent. That is an attractive additional bonus for families. I hope other banks will
quickly follow suit.
I stress that the Federal Budget and our Budget of five weeks ago have emphasized the
aim of both governments, which is to assist families. That has been the fundamental aim
in both Budgets, and they are working towards it well. Both governments are working
together to ensure that families can escape the poverty traps, and that is welcomed by
families in need.

CONTINENTAL AIRLINES INC.
Mr MACLEILAN (Berwick)-I ask the Premier whether his recent meeting with the
Editor of the Herald to discuss the Continental Airlines Inc. matter represented a change
of policy from the statement he made in the House, that the government would not discuss
the matter in Parliament and that it would not discuss the matter with the press.
Mr CAIN (Premier)-I believed the honourable member for Berwick was told yesterday
what the situation was.

Honourable members interjecting.
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Mr CAIN-The honourable member may have phoned the Leader of the Opposition
to obtain other instructions-I do not know. Perhaps he should come down and sit here
at the table where he used to sit and we may see what is on offer. The honourable member
may tell us what it was all about.
Mr AUSTIN (Ripon)-On a point of order, Mr Speaker, I direct your attention to
Standing Order No. 127. I point out that the Premier is debating the matter; he is not
answering the question, and I ask you to bring him back to order.
The SPEAKER-Order! I uphold the point of order.
Mr CAIN (Premier)-I look at all the smiling faces along the Opposition back row; it is
embarrassing that they have their hands over their mouths. I am sorry, Mr Speaker, but
the visuals tell it all. It is like television; the spoken word pales compared with the faces.
Mr DELZOPPO (Narracan)-On a further point of order, Sir, the Premier is in breach
of Standing Order No. 127. I ask you, Mr Speaker, to bring him back to order for the
second time on the same question.
The SPEAKER-Order! I uphold the point of order. I direct the Premier to respond to
the question.
Mr CAIN (Premier)-As I said earlier, the honourable member for Berwick still has his
hand over his face. He is well aware of the circumstances surrounding the matter to which
he refers and I have nothing further to add. It is fast becoming boring.

TAFE AGREEMENT
Mr HANN (Rodney)-Will the Minister for Education tell the House whether it is a
fact that the government has agreed to grant a half-day paid leave on 8 October to
members of the Technical Teachers Union of Victoria involved in technical and further
education to enable them to ratify the proposed new T AFE agreement? If this is a fact, can
the Minister explain why the same benefit is not being extended to teachers who are not
members of the TTUV?
Mr CATHIE (Minister for Education)-I am pleased to see the interest shown by the
Deputy Leader of the National Party and other honourable members in what will be a
new and important agreement with the teachers within the T AFE Teaching Service. The
agreement will lead to much greater productivity and will ensure that those colleges
remain open for more weeks in the year and that there will be an increase in school
programs and in the number of people attending those programs.
In terms offinal steps taken to obtain agreement from the Technical Teachers Union of
Victoria, the normal processes that operate across the whole of government in other
industrial areas will apply in this case.

STATE TAXES AND CHARGES
Mr SIMPSON (Niddrie)-Will the Premier indicate to the House the assessment made
by the Federal Treasury, in framing the Federal Budget, of the movement in Victorian
State taxes and charges in the past twelve months?
Mr CAIN (Premier)-Among the information released last night were figures-Mr Stockdale interjected.
Mr CAIN-If the honourable member listened, we might hear more sense from him in
the future. The figures contained official Commonwealth support for initiatives taken by
the Victorian government to contain State government taxes and charges.
For the first time the Budget Papers carried comparisons between States of expenditure
and taxation levels. I particularly commend that reference to the honourable member for
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Brighton. The'Budget Papers show that State taxes and charges have increased more slowly
in Victoria than in any otber State. They have increased most rapidly in Queensland. The
period referred to in these figures is the four years up to 1985-86, which is the Cain
government's first. four years of office. Over that period Victoria has experienced the
slowest increase in State taxes and charges of any State in Australia.
Mr WiIliams-Does that include dividend taxes?
Mr CAIN-It once again disproves the Opposition's wildly inaccurate assertions about
Victoria being a high-taxing State.
Mr Perrin-It is'the highest!
Mr· CAIN-Opposition members ha.ve been talking that nonsense for years. It is
demonstrably nonsense, and if they took the trouble to read the· Budget Papers tabled in
Federal Parliament last night, they would understand that. The ,concept is a baseless myth
advanced boringly by the Opposition year after year. It is still untrue, as shown in the
Budge! Pa~rs.
Mr Brown interjected.
Mr CAIN-If the honourable member for Gippsland West-who I know wants to
move into the seat opposite me-has a good look at the papers, he will see that what I am
saying is right.
"
I make the further point that in the four years to 1985-86, Victoria was the only State
to have recorded a decline in the total outlays as a percentage of State gross domestic
product. Our outlays have been reduced from 18·8 pet cent in 1981-82 to 18·7 per cent in
1985-86. Victoria is the only State to record a fall in that period. Under the Treasurer,
Rob Jolly, Victoria has shown exceptional restraint in publi~ expenditure compared with
the other States and, until recently, compared with the Commonwealth.

SECOND TIER WAGE INCREASE
Mr GUDE (Hawthorn)-Will the Minister for Labour advise the House whether he or
any of his advisers have indicated to' any union operating in the public sector that the 4
per cent second tier pay increase will be applicable irrespective of trade-offs?
Mr CRABB {Minister for Labour)-The honourable member for Hawthorn has asked
a peculiar question. I assure honourable members that the government is in the process of
exhaustively negotiating not only offsets for the second tier but also offsets thall !will
produce a cost neutral result in the second tier. That process is progressing through all the
various areas o,f public sector employment.
The government has already consummated admirable. agreements covering the State
Electricity Commission, which have been endorsed by the Australian Conciliation and
Arbitration Commission, in regard to the Australian Federated Union of Locomotive
Enginemen, the Municipal Officers Association and the Australian Tramway and Motor
Omnibus Employees Association.
"
I am currently working on about twenty cases and, in every case, we are negotiating
genuine offsets that will be to the benefit of the effectiveness and efficiency of the public
sector and~ ultimately, to the benefit of employees by vjrtue of their gaining the 4 per cent
second tier wage increase.

FEDERAL ROAD FUNDING
Mr SHEEHAN (Ballarat South)-Will the Minister for Transport indicate to the House
what further discussions and negotiations have been held with the Federal government on
this year's road funding allocations?
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Mr ROPER (Minister for Transport)-I thank the honourable member for his question
and his major concern about the continual flow of road funds to country Victoria,
particularly Ballarat. I am pleased to note that in the Federal Budget Papers presented last
night, under table 48 in payments to other levels of government, the Commonwealth has
allocated $253·5 million against Victoria's allocation.
Provided those funds continue this year, Victoria will be able to complete the works
that it intends to complete. The Federal Budget Papers also provide significant opportunity
for this State, as 10 per cent of national road funds will be available for distribution to the
States and Territories, to be determined by the Commonwealth government in accordance
with its national highway priorities.
The Victorian government is negotiating with the Commonwealth government to ensure
that Victoria receives an appropriate share of that 10 per cent of national road funds.
Victoria has an extremely good case for its share of those funds, firstly, because it has a
high level of usage of national roads both in the numbers of vehicles and in the numbers
of miles driven, particularly by heavy transports, and, secondly, because Victoria
traditionally makes a far higher contribution to national road funds than it receives back.
I look forward to discussions with the Federal Minister for Transport and
Communications next week, which have been arranged to discuss requirements for
Victorian roads over the next few years and to carry out the policy in the Federal Budget
Papers that Victoria should receive a larger share of road funds. The Federal Budget
Papers indicate that, as a result of the inquiry conducted by Mr Peter Morris, Victoria,
New South Wales and South Australia should receive an additional share of the land
transport program funds.
Mr Williams-You had better go to New South Wales!
Mr ROPER-The honourable member for Doncaster knows what Federal Budget
Papers are like; in all the years he sat on the government benches nothing was ever done
to increase the proportion of funds available to Victoria. An increase is now starting to
occur as a result of the recent national report. Some mischievious and untrue things have
been said about the way national road funds will be spent and suggestions have been made
that State and Commonwealth governments do not intend to proceed with projects such
as the Ballarat bypass.
The honourable member for Ballarat North, who speaks before he thinks-although he
does not think very often in this House-unfortunately got it wrong yet again because
funds will be provided for the Ballarat bypass this year.
I look forward to carrying out a promise made by the Liberal Party years ago which was
simply never carried out.
Mr LIEBERMAN (Benambra)-On a point of order, Mr Speaker, the Minister is
debating the Question. In so doing, he is ignoring the fact that he has suspended work on
the Hume Highway-a national highway.
The SPEAKER-Order! I am prepared to rule on points of order but I will not allow
those points of order to contain statements that should be made at a more opportune time.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER-Order! It is difficult to control the proceedings of the House with a
continuous series of interjections inviting the Minister to debate the subject in question. I
ask the House to cease interjecting. I will then be in a position to decide whether the
Minister is debating his reply.
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MIDLAND MILK PTY LTD
Mr AUSTIN (Ripon)-I direct a question to the Premier. In view of the fact that
Midland Milk Pty Ltd has received milk from different suppliers at different prices, which
is in breach of the regulations, what action will the Premier take against his son-in-Iaw's
company?
Mr CAIN (Premier)-The acting Leader of the Opposition has obviously been on the
telephone, too! I have made the position on this matter clear. I do not know why the acting
Leader of the Opposition and other Opposition members do not accept that, because
honourable members on this side of the House have a clear and unequivocal attitude to
the issue of conflict of interests.
I made my position on this matter clear a long while ago. I know the honourable
member for Polwarth and the Deputy Leader of the National Party want to try to make
mileage for their own leadership aspirations. They can try as much as they like; I shall be
totally unmoved.
The matter is being properly dealt with, as the acting Leader of the Opposition is aware,
by the Minister for Agriculture and Rural Affairs and by the Treasurer, who represents the
Minister for Agriculture and Rural Affairs in this place.
If the honourable member and other members raise this matter again, they will receive
the same treatment from me. They know the position and I shall not be drawn on the
subject for the reasons I have outlined.

The SPEAKER-Order! I advise the honourable member for Bulleen that I am not sure
whether I caup't his interjection. If his interjection was that the Premier was cheating, I
ask him to WIthdraw. If the honourable member can assure me that that was not his
interjection, I shall withdraw my request.

Mr PERRIN (Bulleen)-I said that they have been cheating.

FEDERAL ROAD FUNDING
Mr JASPER (Murray Valley)-Is the Minister for Transport aware of the concern that
has been caused to contractors working on the Hume Freeway between Euroa and Chiltern
in the north of the State by comments made by the Minister last week in Parliament about
a reduction in funding that would result in reduced works on the freeway?
Will the Minister confirm the comments he made last night during the debate on the
motion for the adjournment of the sitting that the Federal Budget had reinstated funds
and the works would continue as planned?

Mr ROPER (Minister for Transport)-Obviously the National Party does not have a
question on any other matter. I thought I had already answered this question.
The situation is that the Federal Budget Papers attributed an amount to Victoria for
both road funds in general and national road funds in particular on the same basis as last
year. That means that if that is the allocation, work on the Hume Freeway will continue
this year.
What I also said in reply to the question asked by the honourable member for Ballarat
South was that the Federal Budget Papers contained a ploposal by the Commonwealth to
distribute some $50 million of that national road funding according to Commonwealth
priorities.
What I said also was that it gives us an opportunity not simply to obtain the $9·5 million
that the Commonwealth has held back, but if our case is sound enough-and I certainly
believe it is-also to seek additional funds on the basis not only for the Hume Freeway
but also for Princes Highway east. That is one of the major highways--
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Honourable members interjecting.
Mr ROPER-The honourable member for Murray Valley does not want the government
to worry about Princes Highway east.
The SPEAKER-Order! I advise the honourable member for Murray Valley that I shall
not tolerate him interjecting out of order while the Minister for Transport is trying to
respond to the question.
Mr ROPER-I am sure the honourable member for Gippsland East is concerned about
funding for the Princes Highway east, as is the government and as the Commonwealth has
been before.
Officers of the Road Construction Authority are consulting with contractors and unions
and members in that area to ensure that everyone understands the state of play in
negotiations with the Commonwealth.
It is the government's intention to maintain so far as possible funding for the Hume
Freeway just as it is demonstrated in the Budget Papers that the government's intention is
to increase what the State is putting into road funds.
The government regards this as important, even if the honourable member for Murray
Valley does not regard the Princes Highway east as important.

RENEW ABLE ENERGY RESOURCES
Mr HILL (Warrandyte)-Can the Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources
outline what initiatives the government is undertaking to foster the development of
renewable energy resources in Victoria?
Mr FORDHAM (Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources)-I thank the
honourable member for his question and I am aware of his longstanding interest in energy
development in this State.
Honourable members are aware of the commitments the government has made in this
area over a number of years. It is committed to developing renewable energy forms where
they are economic compared with non-renewable resources. Fortunately, there are a number
of areas and options in the State· that can and are now being pursued. This was given
specific recognition in the economic strategy released by the government earlier this year
when it outlined some of the advantages and benefits that would flow from those renewable
energy resources. These included the development of co-generation, wind technology,
solar technology and geothermal resources.
These are not simply futuristic options; they are real opportunities to harvest some of
these resources. I thank the honourable member for Balwyn for his support in this area.
The State Electricity Commission and the Victorian Solar Energy Council are jointly
funding a project to build and operate a 60 kilowatt wind generator at Breamlea, near
Geelong, at a cost of$250 000.
Honourable members familiar with that area would understand the benefits and
opportunities from that part of the coast and the government looks forward to the research
findings of the operational advantages that will flow from that initiative. That power will
be fed into the State Electricity Commission grid.
In addition the government has, through the Victorian Solar Energy Council, provided
$10 000 to the Portland Development Committee to establish a pilot aquaculture fish
fa'm. Those familiar with the Portland Development Committee, and its desires over the
long-term to develop the opportunities of aquaculture for that part of the State, would be
supportive of that initiative. It will allow the heating of pools in that area for a very small
cost and give a significant boost to the research and the pilot studies that are under way
for this important opportunity in that part of the State.

986

ASSEMBLY

16 September 1987

Petitions

This will prove the viability of the' use of geothermal energy not only in that part of the
coastline but also in other areas. This initiative is strongly supported by the local community
concerned.

PETITIONS
The Clerk-I have received the following petitions for presentation to Parliament:

North Fitzroy railway land
To THE HONOURABLE THE SPEAKER AND MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED:

We, the undersigned citizens of the State of Victoria, showeth our support for retention of current parkland
and development of new parkland and public housing on the area known as the North Fitzroy railway land.
Your petitioners therefore pray that, in view of the current housing crisis and the need for recreational space
in Fitzroy, any development ofthe railway land include a sensitive and innovative mix of the two.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mr Sidiropoulos (460 signatures)

Police powers
THE RIGHT HONOURABLE, THE PREMIER OF VICTORIA, AND MEMBERS OF THE PARLIAMENT OF VICTORIA, AS
ASSEMBLED:

We, the residents of Shepparton Neighbourhood Watch Area 'SI', whose names and addresses and signatures
appear below and who, having considered the continuing increase in the level of crime in the State of Victoria,
humbly petition the Parliament to enact amending legislation to improve policing throughout the State by the
reasonable and proper use by the Victoria Police of fingerprinting, search, questioning, and the mandatory
provision of names and addresses.

By Mr Ross-Edwards (500 signatures)
It was ordered that the petitions be laid on the table.

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
Child pedestrian and bicycle safety
Mr ERNST (Bellarine) presented the final report from the Social Development
Committee upon the inquiry into child pedestrian and bicycle safety, together with
appendices.
It was ordered that they be laid on the table and be printed.

PAPERS
The following papers, pursuant to the directions of several Acts of Parliament, were laid
on the table by the Clerk:
Members of Parliament (Register of Interests) Act 1978-Summary of Returns, June 1987-0rdered to be
printed.
State Board of Education-Report for the year 1986-87.
Statutory Rules under the following Acts:
Groundwater Act 1969-No. 238.
Public Service Act I 974-P.S.D. Nos 38,39,40,41,42.
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RACING (FURTHER AMENDMENT) BILL
This Bill was returned from the Council with a message relating to an amendment.
It was ordered that the message be taken into consideration next day.

CONSTITUTION (LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL) BILL
Mr CAIN (Premier) moved for leave to bring in a Bill to amend the Constitution Act
1975 and the Constitution Act Amendment Act 1958 and for other purposes.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was brought in and read a first time.

LIQUOR CONTROL BILL (No. 2)
Mr FORDHAM (Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources) moved for leave
to bring in a Bill relating to the sale, disposal and consumption of liquor and for other
purposes.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was brought in and read a first time.

LA TROBE UNIVERSITY (AMENDMENT) BILL
Mr CATHIE (Minister for Education) moved for leave to bring in a Bill to provide for
the incorporation of Lincoln Institute of Health Sciences as a School of La Trobe University,
to amend the La Trobe University Act 1964 and the Post-Secondary Education Act 1978
and for other purposes.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was brought in and read a first time.

TEACHING SERVICE (AMENDMENT) BILL
Mr CATHIE (Minister for Education) moved for leave to bring in a Bill to give the
Industrial Relations Commission jurisdiction over the terms and conditions of staff
employed in the Teaching Service and the Technical and Further Education Teaching
Service, to amend the Teaching Service Act 1981, the Post-Secondary Education Act 1978,
the Teaching Service Act 1983, the Teaching Service (Amendment) Act 1984, and the
Industrial Relations Act 1979 and for other purposes.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was brought in and read a first time.

FLORA AND FAUNA GUARANTEE BILL
Mr CATHIE (Minister for Education) moved for leave to bring in a Bill to provide for
the conservation and management of flora and fauna.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was brought in and read a first time.

988

ASSEMBLY

16 September 1987

National Parks and Wildlife Bill

NATIONAL PARKS AND WILDLIFE (AMENDMENT) BILL
Mr CATHIE (Minister for Education) moved for leave to bring in a Bill to amend the
National Parks Act 1975 and the Wildlife Act 1975 and for other purposes.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was brought in and read a first time.

AGRICULTURAL ACTS (FURTHER AMENDMENT) BILL
For Mr JOLLY (Treasurer), Mr Fordham (Minister for Industry, Technology and
Resources) moved for leave to bring in a Bill to amend the Dairy Industry Act 1984, the
Barley Marketing Act 1958, the Dried Fruits Act 1958, the Abattoir and Meat Inspection
Act 1973, the Stock Diseases Act 1968, the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1986,
the Animal Preparations Act 1987, the Cattle Compensation Act 1967, the Fruit and
Vegetables Act 1958, the Melbourne Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Market Trust Act
1977 and the Canned Fruits Marketing Act 1979 and for other purposes.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was brought in and read a first time.

WATER ACTS (FURTHER AMENDMENT) BILL
Mr McCUTCHEON (Minister for Water Resources) moved for leave to bring in a Bill
to amend the Water Act 1958 to empower the Rural Water Commission to make water
rights available for purchase and to amend the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works Act 1958 and the Environment Protection Act 1970 and for other purposes.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was brought in and read a first time.

RACING (MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS) BILL
Mr TREZISE (Minister for Sport and Recreation) moved for leave to bring in a Bill to
make miscellaneous amendments to the Racing Act 1958 and for other purposes.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was brought in and read a first time.

LOTTERIES GAMING AND BETTING (AMENDMENT) BILL
Mr TREZISE (Minister for Sport and Recreation) moved for leave to bring in a Bill to
amend the Lotteries Gaming and Betting Act 1966, the Tattersall Consultations Act 1958,
and the Lotteries Gaming and Betting (Amusement Machines) Act 1986 and for other
purposes.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was brought in and read a first time.

APPROPRIATION (1987-88, No. 1) BILL AND WORKS AND
SERVICES (ANCILLARY PROVISIONS No. 2) BILL
The debates (adjourned from the previous day) on the motions ofMr Jolly (Treasurer)
for the second reading of these Bills were resumed.
Mr LEIGH (Malvern)-The Federal Budget is a supposed follow-on from the Treasurer's
folly. One of the problems with opposition parties is that too frequently they have a duty
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to criticise governments and do not make many complimentary remarks about government
action. That is the nature of the Westminster system. Indeed, some aspects of the Budget,
minor as they are, should be commended, but it is not my role to do that. Members on the
Government side, such as the honourable member for Springvale, can give the self praise
that they would like the House to hear.
I shall address the matters that I believe are the folly of the Budget. The Treasurer in the
opening remarks of his Budget speech said it had taken five years of effort to rein in the
cost of government. The Treasurer went on to say that there would be a sustained effort to
improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the public sector and the outstanding
performance of the Victorian economy. Those statements would lead the community to
believe the government is efficient and effective in administering the State. Unfortunately,
according to the government's own figures, that is not true. In fact the government is one
of the most inefficient governments in the country.
During question time, the Premier gave praise for the fact that his government had kept
charges down. How many people realise that since the election of the Cain Labor
government in 1982, the cost of government taxes and charges has risen 80 per cent more
than the increase in the rate of inflation.
It cost the average family-a husband, a wife and two children-approximately $3948
a year, based on the comments made by the Treasurer in his Budget speech. Every man,
woman and child in the State is working six hours a week for the State government. God
knows how many extra hours one would have to add to that to meet the taxes and charges
levied by the Federal and local governments! Approximately $76 a week has to be received
to meet government charges.

How can one say that Victoria has an effective government if, during its five years in
office, it has increased taxes and charges by 80 per cent ahead of inflation? The reason is
that Victoria has 36 000 more public servants. Not only does it cost the taxpayer more for
each public servant but also the taxpayer must pay for the offices, typewriters, pencils,
pens, and so on. Hundreds and millions of dollars have been squandered by the government
because it believes it can provide services more effectively for the people.
Perhaps the best question the average citizen could ask him or herself is whether, after
five years, he or she is better off under the Cain government, which has spent in excess of
$5 billion.

Mr Micallef- Yes!
Mr LEIGH-Where has that $5 billion taken the State? When the Cain government
came to office in 1982, only 8000 people were registered on the public hospital waiting list;
today, 27 500 are registered on the list. The only way the government can reduce the
waiting list is by selling off public hospitals. One assumes the hospitals will be sold in areas
where the Labor Party believes it cannot win office. That is shabby treatment of people
who do not vote for the Labor Party.
That is what the Treasurer and the Premier are about. They have used the skillful
Government Media Unit which has followed the saying of Goebbels that if one tells a lie
long enough and big enough, in the end, people will believe the lie. I believe people are
now starting to see the truth.
The reason it is not working is that at the end of the day people have bills to pay. No
matter how many government press releases are published in the newspapers, the
government still has a commitment to the people from whom it is taking money. The
Cain government is not the most effective and efficient deliverer of services. I shall ~ve a
couple of good examples of the inefficiencies of this government and explain why conditions
under this government have become worse.
One of the reprehensible actions of the government is its intention to sell State assets.
This is nothing short of selling the family silver to provide the government with more
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money. I have no objection to selling an asset to reduce a debt because, if a company or
business runs into trouble, perhaps the only choice it has is to sell some assets, but it does
not sell the asset to use it for recurrent expenditure. That is what the government has done
in selling Victoria's trains and trams, and then leasing them back.
This is also evidenced in the mass selling of railway land, freeway reserves, and other
State-owned assets. Many have been put on the market. Honourable members are aware
of the folly of the government in attempting to sell the Thomson dam some years ago.
Probably that proposal will be again put forward when the government is desperate for
money.
.
In the Malvern electorate, which I represent, 105 pieces of railway land are on the
market. The Minister for Transport will be responsible for the fire sale of those transport
properties. I have no argument with the government about preventing the railways from
being the biggest landowner in the State, and it is not before time that some of the
unnecessary railway land is sold, but many pieces of land on the market have buildings on
them. People have leased this land from the Ministry of Transport for many years and
they entered into agreements in the belief that the properties would be offered to them
first.
No-one believes, including the Opposition, that the railway land should be sold at a
price cheaper than the market rate, but it is totally unfair to make the lessees bid for the
land and their buildings at public auctions. It is ludicrous! The Minister for Transport
continually harps that the lessees have had the use of the land for many years at a low
price, but the reason the railways initially leased the land at a cheaper rate was to encourage
development on the properties. If that had not occurred, the inner suburbs might not have
developed to their preseht stage.
The Minister for Transport has two policies: one for the sale ofland to government and
councils; and another for people who have swimming pools in their backyards which
overlap on railway land. It is as bad as that! I am aware of a person who owns a swimming
pool on railway land but that land could now be sold, but not to him. I asked the owner to
speak out publicly about his predicament but he said that he was afraid of the way the
government might deal with him. What a dilemma, if one is afraid of the Minister for
Transport. It is beyond me how anyone could be afraid of the Minister for Transport.
Obviously, some people are afraid of the government and do not wish to come forward.
The Minister for Transport has already attempted to blackmail the J. D. McDonald
Engineering Co. Pty Ltd just because the chairman of the board of that company was a
Liberal member of Parliament some years ago. That man is a successful businessman who
has nothing to do with the Liberal Party today-as I understand it. He has built up an
enterprise from nothing yet the Minister for Transport is now attempting to blackmail this
gentleman into buying back land that was nothing more than a rubbish tip. Today that
land, with building, is worth anythin$ between $800 000 and $1 million.
Members of the Labor Party who are interjecting have probably never run a business in
their lives, yet they have the gall, in this House, to knock people who happen to create and
develop the State.
Mr McDonald-On other people's land!
Mr LEIGH-This group of Labor Party members could perhaps expiain what happens
to the taxpayers' money when I have finished my contribution to the debate.
A record number of people is registered on the public housing waiting list. Why is that
so? Is it because of successful government policy or a collapse in government policy? Is it
because of the Residential Tenancies Tribunal or the blatant bias the government displays
against decent landowners? Landowners and tenants need each other and should be
treated equally. Under this government, they are not; the tenant is given priority.
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Sometimes the tenant is wrong and sometimes he is right; the same can be said about
the landlord. The law should be equal for everyone. At present, it is weighted against the
landlord.
Since the removal of negative gearing, which has now been reintroduced because of the
coming State election in New South Wales, and because of the activities of the Residential
Tenancies Tribunal, people have opted out of investing in rental properties. They are
leaving their money in banks to get 13 and 14 per cent interest. If one invests in rental
properties, one can get 5 per cent interest on one's investment, but that can be taken away
by the Residential Tenancies Tribunal. One does not have control of one's own assets, so
people are opting out of investment in the rental market.
The government has caused problems with land tax, particularly in areas such as the
electorate I represent. It is forcing old people to leave their homes because they are sitting
on assets the Treasurer says should be used. The Treasurer is forcing people to sell the
houses they have lived in for 30 years because he believes they can not afford to pay the
massive land tax bills. The Treasurer has said, "We have removed the imposition of land
tax froIJl a lot of people, but too bad for the people who live in Liberal electorates". I
thOUght this was a democracy where the government was supposed to govern for everyone.
Many of my constituents are being hard-pressed because of the actions of the Treasurer
with regard to land tax.
Honourable members should recall the fiasco of the increase in charges by the Melbourne
and Metropolitan Board of Works. One set of charges was introduced, and they were
withdrawn and yet another set was introduced because the sums for the first set of fees
were wrong. People are now paying incredible amounts for Board of Works services.
In the electorate I represent, Board of Works fees increase by approximately 25 per cent
a year. The Premier has given an undertaking that State charges will not increase by more
than 6 per cent, but he has failed to mention that that is an average figure. In some areas,
fees increase by only 6 per cent, but in other areas they increase by 25 per cent. The Labor
Party does not care about that because the high increases affect people who vote for the
Liberal Party.
What has the government done for the Police Force? On Friday, the Services Department
of the Victoria Police Force raided Malvern Criminal Investigation Branch. I am not
kidding! They took two fifteen-year-old typewriters and gave them to the Dandenong
police station because that station did not have money to buy or lease a couple of new
typewriters, according to the government. Typewriters were pinched from the Malvern
police station, which has only half the number of police it had two years ago so, presumably,
it needs only half the typewriters. It is incredible, and yet the government claimed that it
would increase police numbers during the next year by 300.
The government has its priorities wrong in health, housing, law and order, taxes and
charges, and so on. On what does the government spend money? I shall quote some
examples of where the government is spending its money. I have case histories that the
Opposition's wastewatch committee has come up with. I spent some weeks reading through
a number of files from the Ministry for the Arts. There is no doubt that that Ministry is
involved in wasteful management.
I shall quote from a document prepared by the Ministry as an information sheet for the
Minister for the Arts, which sets out how a particular grant will be spent. It is a report on
a tour by a poets' workshop from 11 to 15 August last year. The document was prepared
by one of the poets, and I hope the Minister read it. The grant was for $1000, and this
matter has received some publicity.
The poet visited the Morwell power station where he and another poet read poems for
two shifts of workers. A poem was read to a table of workers, who liked it, but apologised
for not being able to stay around to hear more. With regard to the second shift, the report
states:
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Very attentive audience, over half were watching and listening and responding to each poem, the rest listened
and played pool, cards and chatted but still acknowledged the poets.

The poet then visited the J olimont rail yards on 14 August 1986. His report states:
Workers had an extra half hour on lunch time, thanks to union negotiations, which was announced over the
public address with Dennis and I reading one poem each. The union committee had billed me as a Greek poet
and about half the workers were Greek. I tried too hard to relate to the Greek workers, or perhaps did not do it
honestly enough, and so I think I alienated both Greek and anglo-Australians. However, I think they appreciated
the sentiment of the poems even though my communication of them was clumsy. Since the workers were on
paid leave we had their full attention (almost). There were a few card players down the back, they did not know
how to react to poems, but clapped religiously at each song. It was a very friendly and politicised environment.

The sum of $1000 was provided for the tour, but did the gentlemen cost the State only
that amount? The answer is, "No". Some 610 people work at the Jolimont railyards and
all of them received an extra half-hour for lunch. Based on the lowest salary of an
employee-a cleaner-of $325 for a 38-hour week, the cost was $4.27 for each person for
the half-hour. The cost to the Victorian taxpayers for workers to listen to the poet laureate
of the Trades Hall Council was at least $2608. Not only did that cost $1000 for the grant
but also it cost money at the tramways depot and the Jolimont railways where the unions
kindly arranged extra time off for the members to listen to poetry. A great deal of money
was spent for workers to listen to what was described to me by one poetry expert as junk.
The government should think far more carefully about handing out money left, right and
centre to anyone, because the cost can be a great deal more than the original grant.
I shall now refer to the wonderful organisation called the Victorian Accident
Rehabilitation Council, which is involved in rehabilitation of workers in the community.
A number of groups involved in the council need not bother to enter Tattslotto because,
clearly, they have already won. I shall list the grants made available to groups involved
with the council: Hampton Park Care Group, $4120; RSI Support Group-FIST, $6230;
Broadmeadows RSI Support Group, $12000; Greek Injury Persons Group, Lalor,
Thomastown, Epping and District, $5150; WorkCare Rehabilitation Support Program,
$12000; Geelong RSI, $15 000; Latrobe Valley GRIP, $15000; Victorian Public Service
Association Injury Support Network, $15 000; Clothing and Allied Trades Union Support
Group, $15 000; Collingwood Community Health Centre Injured Workers Support Group,
$12000· and Women's Repetitive Injury Support Team-WRIST, $135000. That is a
total ofS246 500 of taxpayers' money being paid out to help people who supposedly have
repetitive strain injury.
I do not quibble with injured people being assisted by the government and employers
when they have problems. We must do as much as we can to help those people. However,
when those people applied for grants, they were asked some interesting questions. For
example, they were asked what percentage of money would be spent on work-related
injuries. The answer varied between 75 per cent and 95 per cent. Clearly, money collected
from WorkCare for people injured in the workplace is being spent on people who are not
injured in the workplace. Thank you to the wonderful employers who have contributed to
this marvellous scheme!
I have read the files regarding the grants from the council, and approximately 96 per
cent of the letters of support were from Australian Labor Party members of Parliament or
Australian Labor Party branches that have passed resolutions at local meetings requesting
the Minister to release the goodies bag.
I shall now outline where the $246 500 was spent. I shall refer firstly to the Hampton
Park Care Group. Between three and seven people attended a coffee morning organised
by that group to discuss their feelings about their injuries.
The Collingwood Community Health Centre received $12 000; its activities included a
meeting on 25 November 1986, which was attended by thirteen people to discuss planning
for 1987. On 2 December eight people attended a walk through Fairfield Park. On 9
December 1986 a video entitled Death in the West was screened, which five people later
discussed. That group spent more of the $12 000 to the detriment of the Victorian taxpayers.
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The injured workers support group of the Collingwood Community Health Centre
conducted a workshop on drama and storytelling, which it claims is "a way for women to
share their experiences, gain support, express themselves creatively and to help with
depression and isolation". I do not object to helping injured people, but this is rubbish.
Large groups received grants of $135 000. The information supplied indicates that the
Knox group was established in October 1985; its membership is six; its support meetings
are held fortnightly; and its estimated growth is listed as "hundreds".
I notice the honourable member for Springvale has left the Chamber. The Springvale
group was established in August 1984; it has a membership of 80, weekly meetings and an
estimated growth of "thousands". Were these groups told by the government how to use
their grants? This is a fascinating expose of mismanagement. No audit is required if the
grant is less than $10 000, but any grant paid by taxpayers-$1 000 or whatever-ought to
justify an audit.
A letter dated 13 January 1986 from the President of the Victorian Accident
Rehabilitation Council, Mr Davidson, stated that the grant to the Women's Repetition
Injury Support Team did not provide funds for community education activities. The
Fitzroy group provides speakers for repetitive strain injury sufferers in unions, community
health centres, government departments, private enterprise and community $f0ups. It
also compiles information kits for repetitive strain injury sufferers and other lnterested
groups and individuals and raises community awareness through media campaigns.
Who are the main supporters of this wonderful group called WRIST-the Women's
Repetition Injury Support Team? The list of those participating in WRIST produces a
fascinating expose of Labor Party supporters. They are: Women in Industry Contraception
and Health; Women in Health around Melbourne; Richmond Workers Health Resource
Centre; Australian Telecommunications Employees Association; Workers Health Action
Group; Collective of Self Help Groups; Disability Resource Centre; Clothing and Allied
Trades Union of Australia; Women's Policy Co-ordination Unit; Women's Information
Referral Exchange; Women's Legal Resource Group; Federated Liquor and Allied
Industries Employees Union; the Federal Department of Immigration and Ethnic Affairs;
Council for Civil Liberties; Labor Lawyers; Feminist Lawyers; and, the Victorian Council
of Social Justice.
The government is using public money to extinguish the burning factional fires within
its ranks. This money was given to the Labor Party to help the Labor Party, not to
rehabilitate workers. The Treasurer and even the Premier were involved and the Premier
supported this rubbish, the Women's Repetition Injury Support Team. That group was
involved in activities concerning nothing associated with worker rehabilitation, yet the
Premier has had the gall to write in support of these organisations.
My remarks on the Budget are succinct. According to the Treasurer, the government is
the most cost-efficient government in Australia. It is the best media-managed government
in Australia, but not the most cost efficient. Victoria must elect a government which has
its priorities right-a government that will expend funds on police and ensure that
Victorians can get hospital beds if required. The government is spending money on
rubbish like this when Victorians cannot get hospital beds.
It is the biggest insult imaginable to Victorian taxpayers-the government is not
interested in Victorian citizens but in its own interests. Many government members
continually ask the Opposition to disclose in what areas it would cut back funding. I would
abolish the Victorian Accident Rehabilitation Council because it is not helping anyone.
The poet laureate would not receive funds under a Liberal government, nor should he.
The Labor government is a government of priorities, not for Victoria, but for itself-a
government not interested in the average citizen; the Premier will discover that when he
calls the next election, and disappears in the same manner which effectively caused his
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father's disappearance. The Premier has lost his way. The Victorian Premier is not aware
oflife's priorities and it is a pity he is not prepared to learn them.
I look forward to the Premier coming to his right mind, hopefully before the next
election, ensuring that the people of Victoria receive the services for which they pay.
Mr CAIN (Premier)-The 1987-88 Budget is the best yet produced by the government.
That is saying something because, like our Federal colleagues, we have produced a Budget
needed to meet the times. After last night, it has been demonstrated that the Australian
Labor Party remains the party of the 1980s, the party for the people.
The honourable members for Malvern and Balwyn belong to a party which has lost the
past five consecutive elections in Victoria; one has to go back a long time to find another
example of five consecutive election losses by a conservative party.
The old ways of protection for inefficient industries and reliance on primary and
extractive industries for export income have disappeared. The Liberal Party, like all the
conservative parties and forces, was not able to keep up with the times. Consequently it
was swept out of office in Australia. More than 80 per cent of Australia's population is
now governed by a Labor Party government, at the State and Federal levels.
That is a significant factor because the electorate has recognised that across Australia, in
order to survive in the years ahead, the government needs adaptable, dynamic industries,
and an efficient and responsive public sector. The conservatives were unable to furnish
that at either the State or Federal level; change from the old ways is a huge task.
History proves that it has always fallen to the Labor Party to provide that leadership, to
bring about change and to govern this country and its States when times are tough.
Mr Leigh-Mr Speaker, I direct your attention to the state of the House.

A quorum was formed.
Mr CAIN-When times are tough it is always the Labor Party that is called upon to
saddle up and confront the difficulties facing Victorians and Australians.
The honourable member for Malvern says, "Rubbish". The fact is that conservative
parties cannot run this country efficiently even when times are good; they waste everything.
I should have loved to be in $overnment in the 1960s and 1970s when growth was
occurring, not because of the actIOns of the conservative parties, but because of the catchup from the war years and the expansion that occurred throughout the free world.
Unfortunately, the conservative parties mucked it up as usual. History proves that they
have done so every time they have been in government.
The Liberal and National parties have nothing to offer this country. They are stale, and
most of their members have given up on them.
The Federal Budget delivered yesterday demonstrated that the Commonwealth
government has in four or five years turned around a deficit of $8 billion to $10 billion,
which was a legacy of those dreadful Fraser-Howard days, and almost balanced the
Budget. The Commonwealth reduced government spending by 2·4 per cent in real terms,
and that is the most significant reduction that has occurred in 35 years. The Federal
government achieved that end in a number of ways, one of which was to reduce substantially
payments to the States. The Hawke government applied what can properly be described
as unprecedented pressure on the States at the Premiers Conference in May, and, in
Victoria's case, total funds were reduced in real terms by 8·3 per cent. That was the biggest
reduction Victoria has experienced in 30 years. Victoria received less per capita in revenue
assistance than any other State.
I can demonstrate that fact by referring the House to a table contained in Victoria
1987-88. Setting the Pace which indicates that Victoria receives by far the smallest share
of Commonwealth revenue assistance per capita of all the States.
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Mr Speaker, I seek leave to incorporate that table in Hansard, because it vividly
§
demonstrates the point I have made,
Leave was granted, and the table was as follows:
;;

~

~

00
~

=~
~~

800

~

<~

8

~~

.......

~

~=
zS
O~

§
~

~~
~<

8\rl

Oz
U<S?

~

OO=~

OO~~

8

~
g
~~ 'g.

~

ooU~
~z~
>~~

8

c-r'l

~

~~~

~ooe

U~C-'

oog
~OO"

8N

~

< ,~

<~~

;~~

8

zg

~~.5
U>~
~e
~

~

~
0

(1)

>~~

U

:;

Cl

....J

Cl

~

~

Cl)

~

996

ASSEMBLY

16 September 1987

Appropriation and Works and Services Bills

Mr CAIN-The States have borne a large share of the Federal government's expenditure
restraint. In the mini-Budget delivered in May the States bore 55 per cent of cuts compared
with the Commonwealth government's share of 44 per cent. The Victorian Labor
government was prepared to accept that as being in the national interest. Last night's
Budget demonstrated that Australia is now through the worst of its economic problems,
after experiencing the dreadful Fraser-Howard years. The Hawke-Keating approach has
brought this nation from the brink of disaster in the early 1980s to a point where it is
poised to continue with its growth and development in the years ahead. I suppose a Budget
is more of an acid test of the hard decisions that governments are required to make.
I turn now to our own State Budget. The Budget that the Victorian Treasurer introduced
last month demonstrates the government's central aims and what it wants during its term
of office. The first is good management for Victoria and its resources. The government has
a clear sense of direction and purpose. As I have demonstrated on many occasions, it has
kept down the cost of government. In the past four years there have been more major tax
cuts and unprecedented successes than ever before in attacking waste. That is best illustrated
by the fact that some $286 million has been saved in productivity and other areas over the
past three years.
The honourable member for Kew is looking intently at me. For a person who is concerned
with monitoring wastefulness, she should know that the government has been leaner and
tougher than any previous State government. I am certain that she has nothing but the
greatest admiration for the government.
The second point is that the government's policies have been directed at economic
growth and jobs. There are new industries and new investment. Victoria is no longer in
the doldrums, where it was when my government came to office.
Dr Wells-Rosebud is in the doldrums!
Mr CAIN-If Rosebud is in the doldrums, it is because of its elected member; it was
not in the doldrums two and a half years ago when it had a Labor Party representative.
Victoria is dynamic and exciting, and the response of industry and the private sector is
proving that to be so. The best indicators of the dynamism of this State are the job figures
released monthly in Australia. Victoria has by far the lowest unemployment figures.
Victoria has had the lowest figure for 51 consecutive months; it has the best unemployment
record in Australia. The figure for August was 5·9 per cent.
I refer the House to a chart which shows that, in July 1987, Victoria's unemployment
rate was 5·7 per cent. At that time, as the chart shows, for the 50th consecutive month
Victoria had the lowest unemployment rate of any State.
I have the chart on which honourable members can hardly see the bar graph depicting
Victoria's unemployment level, whereas the indicators for all the other States are much
higher, including Queensland at 9 per cent. The indicator for the conservative State of
Tasmania is at more than 9 per cent.
Mr RAMSA Y (Balwyn)-On a point of order, Mr Speaker, I understand that it is out
of order for an honourable member to display exhibits in the House while addressing the
House. I ask you, Sir, to request the Premier to desist from that action; otherwise leave to
incorporate these marvellous charts in Hansard may not be so readily available.
Mr CAIN (PreIni~r)-I seek the indulgence of th~
incorporate this significant chart in Hansard.

honourabl~

Olelnber for Balwyn to

The SPEAKER-Order! The chart has been shown to me and I believe it is suitable to
be incorporated. Is leave granted?
Mr RAMSA Y (Balwyn)-Mr Speaker, I would appreciate your ruling on my point of
order about the displaying of material in this Chamber.
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The SPEAKER-Order! Is leave granted?
Mr RAMSAY-Yes.
The SPEAKER-Order! It is not possible to record in Hansard a visual display of
material that may be exhibited by an honourable member during his contribution. I ask
the Premier to recognise the usual forms of the House.

Leave was granted, and the table was as follows:
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Mr CAIN (Premier)-The third matter that testifies to the government's central claims
is improved government services: new schools, better hospitals, improved public transport
and more police. There has been a real cut in home energy costs, and I again refer the
House to a chart that demonstrates the significantly reduced real costs for home energy.
The chart demonstrates that, in the year shortly after my government came to office, there
has been a reduction in real terms of both electricity and gas charges. I seek leave to
incorporate that chart in Hansard.
Leave was granted, and the table was as follows:
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Mr CAIN-The other area of improved government services to which I shall refer
involves 14 000 additional public housing units; many more four-year-olds in kindergartens
where the proportion has increased to 95 per cent; a 30 per cent increase in child-care
centres since 1984; one in seven police stations rebuilt or replaced; a much higher patronage
of public transport; and reduced waiting time for elective surgery over the past twelve
months. These are all demonstrative of the government's concern about improving its
services.
The last point I wish to make about the government's central aim involves more
compassion and care for people who are in real need: the Budget's significant social justice
initiatives to help the aged, children in poverty and the long-term unemployed.
These are a few key features of the Budget. Both recurrent outlays and tax receipts
continue to fall as a percentage of non-farm domestic product.
Tax cuts of$102 million in 1987-88 and $184 million in a full year bring the total tax
cuts over the past four years to more than $230 million.
The business community will benefit from the tax cuts. They welcome the payroll tax
concessions to exporters. From 1 November the restructured payroll tax scale, the
restructuring of some stamp duties and land tax scales, lower fees and charges and rental
duty are all designed to generate economic activity and provide more jobs.
We cannot make the gap much wider; it is approximately 2 per cent between Victoria
and the rest of Australia. That is not an accident; it is a huge gap. The government will
continue to provide that. The family package is particularly attractive to young families
who are our number one priority in the Budget and, despite overall restraint, the
government has managed to introduce initiatives to families totalling $217 million. That
family package includes an increase in the education maintenance allowance at a cost of
some $38 million and is extended to thousands more families.
The new education expense allowance is of direct benefit to at least 400 000 familiessome 640 000 children-and there is a cut in car registration fees of some $25 for private
vehicles. A $38 million social justice package will provide money for neighbourhood
houses, for Aboriginal employment, child-care and services for the elderly. All these things
demonstrate where the government's priorities lie. We are not prepared to wait for the
supposed trickling down of benefits of growth entirely; we wish to ensure that all Victorians
enjoy the fruits of growth and savings, and that they enjoy them now. None of these things
happened by accident.
We are now reaping the benefits of the government's systematic and determined attack
on waste. The Budget brings the total productivity savings, both through productivity and
other savings, to some $286 million over three years. We can properly say that our
financial management has been responsible. We have now achieved five consecutive years
of declining borrowings.
Borrowings as a percentage of non-farm gross domestic product have fallen each year
since 1984. The public debt as a percentage of non-farm gross domestic product will
decline also in 1988.
I can stand here and indicate what I believe are the demonstrable benefits of the Budget,
but I offer some third-party references from people who are not seen as the government's
traditional supporters.
The Australian Chamber of Manufactures in its August 1987 publication, "Comparative
State Economic Performance 1981-82 to 1985-86" points to the relative strength of the
Victorian economy. It indicates that:
Victoria has experienced stronger than average performance since 1981-82-in contrast to Victoria's accepted
image of low export orientation, reliance on manufacturing and comparative lack of mineral resources; labour
market indicators such as employment growth, the unemployment rate and labour force participation rates have
performed markedly better than the national trend; the household sector has out-performed the national experience
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with strong household income; both residential construction and business investment have recorded stronger
than average performances; general manufacturing output performance has been comparatively strong with good
turnover results; gross State product growth has been generally above national GDP growth; the Victorian State
government has been one of the better performers ...

The Australian Chamber of Manufactures is not traditionally a supporter of Labor
governments, but its members recognise that this Budget has been a good move and will
ensure they have the maximum opportunity in manufacturing areas and they can go out
and invest with confidence knowing they are in a State where they have the maximum
opportunity of succeeding. In all, this is being done in what have been difficult economic
times.
As a government, we have made it clear that the" Labor Party traditionally stands for a
compassionate and a decent society, and we have set out clearly that we propose to achieve
it by sane gradual reform in line with clear published strategies. Everybody may not agree
with the economic social justice, the timber industry and what is being done in the urban
areas, but at least we have told the people of the State the direction in which we are
heading. They can make their decisions and judgments in the knowledge that they know
where the government believes it should be going.
We do not believe as a government in the unrestrained law of the jungle that is now so
attractive to some of the Opposition members. We reject the ignorance, the hypocrisy and
narrowmindedness of some of those extremes-such as the near right-that are wending
their way into some parts of the conservative parties.

Mr Remington-They weasel their way in.
Mr CAIN-There are a lot of adjectives one can use, picking up the interjection of the
honourable member for Melbourne.
We do not, as a government, govern by the rule of "help your mates first" as those
opposite did; that is what they were concerned about.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr CAIN-I shall tell Opposition members about it again: if one wants to see the
people that a Labor government is out to help, go to the grand final, to the Melbourne Cup
or stand in Bourke Street and see a mass of people walking up and down the street on
public occasions. If one wants to see the people a Liberal government wants to help, then
Liberal Party members only need to look in the mirror-they are out to help themselves
and their mates-that is the difference.
Most Opposition members are aware of the unbridled free market haven which has
become the holy grail for those opposite. They are a little frightened to say it out aloud for
fear of what those in marginal electorates, like the honourable members for Ivanhoe and
Bennettswood, would think. Those two honourable members are sitting and listening
intently but are concerned about losing the centre ground; they are very careful. They are
a little concerned about spelling out in too much detail the kinds of things some of their
mates from the new right are talking about.
Liberal Party members in this House enjoy the enormous benefit of not having to be
too particular about anything, in the sense that the Liberal Party does not have any
policies. It is a great double-they have no leader and no policies. That is a recipe for
being a rabble, and that is what they are. They have no policies about anything, and I
know why they do not have any policies-they want to do what John Howard tried to do;
whip in a few statements and call them policies a week or two before an election so that
nobody can hold them to the light long enough to see how hollow they are.
The Liberal Party is frightened to articulate policies. Let them tell us their policies on
education, transport and economics! I believe you are frightened to say anything with too
much particularity this far from the election. You know if those policies are held to the
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light they will be shown to be hollow. The only way to formulate a policy is to do some
work and not have the Public Service help.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr CAIN-We will pinch them-is that the reason, is it?
Mr RAMSAY (Balwyn)-On a point of order, Mr Speaker, the Premier, with his
impeccable knowledge of the forms of the House, knows as well as anybody else that he is
addressing the Chair. When he advises you, Mr Speaker, that you are frightened and that
you have no policies, I suggest that he is not only out of order but also is insulting the
Chair and he should desist.
The SPEAKER-Order! I must confess to the House that I have not been terrified up
to date by anything the Premier or anybody else has said to me while I have been in the
chair. A great deal of liberty has been given to all honourable members during the debates
on the Appropriation and Works and Services Bills. The Premier is taking liberty a stage
further, and I ask him to come back to the Budget.
Mr CAIN (Premier)-The point I am making, which obviously embarrasses members
of the Opposition because they have no policies, is that they have predictably made a
whole heap of promises and have tried to bribe the electorate. That is what they have tried
to do with a heap of wild promises. As I said a few weeks back, those promises would cost
every Victorian an additional $1500 a year. Members of the Liberal Party know they
cannot deliver those promises-if ever the electorate were so misguided as to return them
to government.
A few members of the Opposition have some scruples, but they are left to do the
nitpicking and the whingeing. That is all members of the Opposition do: they either make
a heap of promises or nitpick. I do not know yet what the Opposition's gun policy is, and
I have been waiting a long time. The government has its Bill currently before the House.
Members of the Liberal Party have no capacity to articulate policies to the electoratethat has been demonstrated over the past five years. I have not heard any Opposition
policies except at election time when they come out with a grab bag of promises. I have
not heard in the five and a half years that the Liberal Party has been in opposition what its
policies are on anything!
This Budget demonstrates the direction the government is taking and the way the
government is leading the State. Victoria is far in front of all other States. It is leading the
economy across the nation and, in tandem with its Federal colleagues, it is providing
Victorians with an opportunity of ensuring that they lead better lives in the future.
Mr PESCOTT (Bennettswood)-The Premier described to the House what he regards
as an unprecedented attack on waste by his government. He described what he regards as
good management of the economy of the State. He described the government as a
government leaner and tougher than any preceding government of the State. The Premier
has said this sort of thing so often that even he is starting to believe he is performing some
sort of economic miracle in Victoria.
One of the most important points the Premier referred to was employment. He stated
that Victoria has the lowest rate of unemployment in Australia. That is true. He failed to
say that when he was elected in 1982 he came to office saying the Labor Party would
institute something described as the job creation fund. He said that spare cash which had
been developed and saved in statutory authorities should be put into one fund so that that
money could be spent on creating employment in Victoria.
The sad fact is that between 1982 and now, since the Premier was elected to office,
27000 more people have registered as unemployed. There is more unemployment in
Victoria now than there was in 1982. Unemployment increased even following what was
described as the implementation of the job creation fund.
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Where is that fund now? Where is all the money that has been taken from statutory
authorities, money which was to have been used to cushion the rises and falls in the
normal cycle of business activities for the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works,
the State Electricity Commission of Victoria, and the Gas and Fuel Corporation of Victoria?
Those statutory authorities were required by this thieving government to give their money
to something called the job creation fund, and what has happened? That money has
disappeared and there are 27 000 more people out of work in Victoria than there were in
1982.
The Premier has a cheek to say that the government has the best employment record in
Australia. Unemployment in Victoria is the lowest of the States.
Mr Kennedy-You admit that, do you?
Mr PESCOTT-Of course I do. The reason why the unemployment rate in Victoria is
lowest is that successive Liberal governments, particularly in the Bolte period, built up a
manufacturing base in Victoria which was second to none. It is the manufacturing base in
Victoria, established by previous Liberal governments, which has enabled this government
to have the lowest rate of unemployment in Victoria.
Mr Fordham-Rubbish!
Mr PESCOTT-Let me hear the Deputy Premier talk about the 27000 more people
who are out of work, about the fact that the job creation fund has disappeared, and explain
why no money is left in that fund to create employment. I am glad the Deputy Premier is
in the House because if he waits long enough he will hear something about his own
portfolio.
The other problem with the Budget is the simple question of debt. Debt in this State has
reached $22·7 billion. I reiterate: $22·7 billion is owed by this State to other people.
When the Liberal government lost office in 1982, the debt servicing for this State was
roughly 17 per cent of State revenue. Now debt servicing is something like $1 billion$1000 million-and that is 27 per cent of State revenue. This government, which the
Premier claims is a government of good management, oflean and tough management, has
created a State that is living beyond its means. The State debt attributable to every man,
woman and child in Victoria is something like $5000.
How has Victoria been able to afford all the programs that the government has thought
of as high priority? Honourable members know that the government has sold off more
than $1·2 billion worth of assets. It has sold assets and has not been able to reduce the
State's capital account.
The government has refinanced the State's trains. Victoria had an asset of$600 million
which was leased to the Japanese and now the State has a debt of$1 billion. The government
took an asset and lent it to others, giving them the opportunity of ownership ofit, and that
has cost the State another $400 million-a total of$1000 million.
The three areas of my shadow responsibility are: consumer affairs, ethnic affairs and
tourism.
In regard to the Ministry of Consumer Affairs I refer to Budget Paper No. 5, page 112,
which lists the program expenditure for the current year. It shows that estimated expenditure
this year is $8·4 million, which is a rise of $800 000 over the previous year, roughly ala
per cent increase.
The bottom paragraph of that page states:
The purpose of the Ministry of Consumer Affairs, identified in its corporate plan, is to promote an informed
and efficient market place, free from exploitation of either consumers or providers of goods and services ...
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The activities of the Minister for Consumer Affairs have been far from free from
exploitation. He has in many ways set up an anti-business program through the Ministry
of Consumer Affairs.
The next page dealing with community and consumer services says that the Ministry is
responsible for administering a major part of the anti-poverty strategy, which is designed
to support services that will assist low-income people in achieving more equal access to
the marketplace. Access to the marketplace is not the problem! People on low incomes
have equal access to the marketplace; they have it to the extent that they can afford it. The
problem is with the management of credit and the management of debt.
I commend the government for introducing a program that will teach people how to
manage their debts but it should not have used gobbledegook to suggest that the antipoverty strategy will assist those people to have equal access to the marketplace. They
have that access now. The program should provide for those people the opportunity of
learning how to control their debts.
The Financial Counsellors Association, to which the Ministry gives a large grant, helps
people to learn how to manage credit. That is a worthy activity, but when the Victorian
credit unions sought a similar amount from the Ministry they were told that they could
not have it because they were considered to be on the other side of the equation-they are
the nasty people in the credit business. The fact is that the people who go to the credit
union should be able to receive advice on how to live and work with credit.
The Ministry would rather finance the Financial Counsellors Association than the
people it claims are on the other side of the fence, the people who are involved in providing
credit and who should also be the source of information for people who seek it. Similarly,
grants are made by the government to the Tenants Union of Victoria; yet when the Real
Estate Institute of Victoria requested a grant to enable it to teach tenants about their rights,
that was refused.
The Budget makes reference to the Fair Trading Act and we are told that the Ministry
has used an innovative approach to prevent deception in packaging. When one considers
the history of deceptive packaging in Victoria, one finds that the Minister has refused to
assist people-particularly people in the chocolate manufacturing industry who are being
put out of business because of deceptive packaging of products imported from overseas.
I wish I had more time to cover other aspects of the Ministry of Consumer Affairs, but,
as I do not, I shall move to the Ethnic Affairs Commission, which received an allocation
of$4·2 million. All the information provided is in the same gobbledegook the government
used in connection with consumer affairs. For example, Budget Paper No. 5 says that the
Ethnic Affairs Commission has two main aims:
... to ensure that Victorians with ethnic backgrounds have access to State resources and services, regardless of
their language or cultural origin ...

Of course those people have access to those resources! However, this document says that
that right is to be ensured. How is that to be done? Are they to receive preferential
treatment? Of course the Ministry does not mean that, but the inference is there throughout
the document, when it refers to attention being given to the special needs of the ethnic
aged, women and youth. Of course those groups require attention.
Only recently, in July this year, the Minister for Ethnic Affairs stated publicly that the
ethnic aged have been neglected and isolated. That statement was made after he had been
in his position for approximately four years.
I turn to the Victorian Tourism Commission and refer to the fact that the Budget
allocates $33 million for tourism, an increase of 7·2 per cent. In New South Wales, two
years ago-I do not have the most recent figures-the tourism commission cost roughly
half the cost of the Victorian Tourism Commission.
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The tourism commission across our border to the north is more efficient. In return for
that expenditure, New South Wales is visited by 50 per cent more tourists from within
Australia and double the number of tourists from overseas. The Minister for Industry,
Technology and Resources has a diabolical record in his administration of tourism in
Victoria. Not only has the former head of the Victorian Tourism Commission been
removed but also there has been a restructuring of the commission.
After the restructuring was carried out some of the tourism projects that were near and
dear to the heart of the Minister were scrapped, such as the 60-bed, low-cost accommodation
complex at Maldon that was budgeted to cost $750 000 several years ago and is still being
built. It is approximately eighteen months behind schedule and it will cost double the
original estimate. Not only will it cost double the original estimate, which makes a mockery
of the Budget Papers, but also it will operate in direct competition with private enterprise.
It is an area in which the government has no expertise.
The Geelong Transport Museum is estimated to cost approximately $300 000 each year
to keep up the building that was purchased before plans were drawn up. There is a series
of such incidents.
In 1984 the development of a skiing resort at Mount Stirling was announced. Where is
that now? Where is the $110 million that was suggested, just before an election, would be
a boost to our economy. Where has that money gone? It has probably left the State because,
even though many people were interested in developing that project, it did not go ahead.
The subject to which I shall devote most of my speech today is the treatment of the
Auditor-General in connection with his auditing of the Victorian Tourism Commission.
Under normal circumstances, in every other year, the Auditor-General has submitted a
report to Parliament at about the time the Budget has been brought down. However, this
year the government has brought down the Budget earlier and the Auditor-General's
report is still to be presented to the House. In that report references are made to matters
of special interest. There are some guidelines to the House as to the state of the economy
in Victoria, but that is not the case this year. This year something slightly different is
taking place and, as I will show in a minute, there is absolute contempt by the government
for the work of the Auditor-General.
For the government not to have produced the Auditor-General's report with the Bud~et
this year is not a particularly major crime, especially in comparison with what I now WIsh
to say. I shall present to the House a case study of the work of the Auditor-General to
expose to Parliament the contempt with which government treats the office of the AuditorGeneral. The government, as honourable members will see, has made a mockery of the
Auditor-General.
I refer to the Chinatown project and to the Museum of Chinese Australian History Inc.
I do not wish to dwell on this area because problems here have continued over quite a
while and there is not much point in flogging a dead horse, but I shall refer, first of all, to a
letter dated 12 May 1983 to Mr Don Dunstan from a Mr K. C. Ong, director of Leith
Bartlett and Partners Pty Ltd, written under the heading "Melbourne Chinatown
Development". The letter begins:
Following our discussion on 3 May 1983, I wish to confirm your agreement to engage the writer as your
consultant to act as coordinator for the Chinese community, in the preparation ofthe development submission
to the State government.

Further on the letter states:
A design subcommittee would be formed to coordinate with consultants.

In reply, on the files of the Victorian Tourism Commission, which I obtained under the
Freedom of Information Act, there is a minute from the office of Mr Don Dunstan to a
Mr G. Williams, who is an architect in the commission saying:
Don wishes them to ... "find the money from somewhere."
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That was the reference he made. He was not sure from where the money was coming but
he suggested they find it from somewhere.
At present honourable members are referring to the State Budget and are told that
everything in the Budget is being itemised and put into a particular slot and yet here we
have a letter saying, "Find the money from somewhere".
On 2 August 1983 a letter appears from Mr Dunstan to the same Mr K. C. Ong, and it
is also headed "Melbourne Chinatown Development". It states:
I am enclosing some "Claim for Payment" forms for your use in seeking reimbursement of the agreed office
costs and fees in respect of the above project and suggest that you might care to submit claims on a monthly
basis.

Then under the Freedom of Information Act, I received details of a claim being made by
Mr K. C. Ong in approximately January 1984 in which he was seeking payment for fees
for professional services to the tune of $1080. Also on file were subsequent requests for
reimbursement by the same K. C. Ong and Leith Bartlett and Partners Pty Ltd, and I have
with me a document dated 29 February 1984 seeking the same amount of money, and
stating that K. C. Ong had attended meetings of the action plan steering committee, the
museum subcommittee, the Chinatown trader group dealing with coordination and followup, and that this figure of$1080 was connected with the museum development.
Money was to be paid for work done by a Mr Douglas and a Mr Blanche. These men
were directors of a company called Sessay Pty Ltd, and that company was used by the
Victorian Tourism Commission as a stalking-horse to enter the Museum of Chinese
Australian History Inc. building because the owners of that building did not want to give
the building to the government. Therefore, the architects who were to do the work on the
museum turn out to be the directors of the government's stalking-horse company-a
subsidiary of the Victorian Tourism Commission.
I have another letter from the Museum of Chinese Australian History Inc. dated 18
January 1985, written to Leith Bartlett and Partners Pty Ltd, and it states:
I wish to advise that the board has approved your appointment to assist our project manager ... in the
administration of the above project.

One of the board members on the museum was Mr K. C. Ong and one of the board
members of Leith Bartlett and Partners Pty Ltd, as I have already said, was the same Mr
K.C.Ong.
As I go through this sad case, I find another document stating that the Chinatown
Historic Precinct Committee was told that up to 26 April 1985, Leith Bartlett and Partners
Pty Ltd had received, as consultant fees, $37770. I also have the trading statement for
Sessay Pty Ltd and, as I said, the two directors for that company were also directors of
Leith Bartlett and Partners Pty Ltd, who were doin~ the work. These profit and loss
statements show that the Victorian Tourism CommissIon put at least $50 000 into Sessay
Pty Ltd.
Finally, I have a document showing that the Chinatown Historic Precinct Committee
met on 26 August 1985 and decided that it had to approve funds that already had been
spent and one does not need to guess who seconded the motion that the money should be
paid out to those people who had worked on the museum-it was the same Mr K. C. Ong.
When I raised the matter publicly, the Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources
said there was nothing wrong with the ~fuseum of Chinese Australian History Inc. and
nothing wrong with the Chinatown project. He also stated in a press release dated 22 July
1986 that:
The museum has provided all materials relating to its accounts to the Auditor-General, however, the AuditorGeneral has not considered it necessary to undertake an audit.

One year later, in March 1987, in a special report the Auditor-General gave quite a detailed
account of what had been happening in Chinatown, and referred to Sessay Pty Ltd in such
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a fleeting way that I decided to look inside the documents belonging to the AuditorGeneral's office to determine whether the Auditor-General had been given all the
information required for a proper audit.
I took the Auditor-General to the Administrative Appeals Tribunal, and it was at the
tribunal that some of the officers belonging to the Auditor-General's office were asked
questions under oath. I shall read several extracts from the transcript of that hearing dated
19 May 1987. The first one was a question to an officer of the Auditor-General's office:
In relation to Sessay Pty Ltd, you checked who the directors were?

The answer is:
I don't think I can answer that, because the information that I have before me in the current year did not have
that information on file.

Another question to the same official stated:
Now, in that report, your office referred to Sessay Pty Ltd and specifically mentioned it to Parliament, did it
not?

And the answer was:
Yes.

Another question:
At that stage are you saying ... your office had done no financial checks on Sessay?

The answer is:
None from the working papers I have before me.

Throughout the transcript of the hearing between myself and the Auditor-General on 19
May 1987 it was clear that the government had hoodwinked the Auditor-General, that it
had not shown him all the information required so that he could do his job. That was my
purpose in trying to find a document, under the Freedom of Information Act, to see
whether the government has pulled the wool over the eyes of the Auditor-General.
The questioning of officers from the Office of the Auditor-General indicated that certain
documents had not been produced for investigation, including documents detailing the
relationship between the partners of Leith Bartlett and Partners Pty Ltd and the Chinatown
action committee. It is conclusive that the $37 000 paid to Leith Bartlett and Partners Pty
Ltd had not been checked by the Auditor-General, and that the $50000 paid by the
Victorian Tourism Commission to Sessay Pty Ltd had not been checked by the AuditorGeneral. The Auditor-General was not aware that the $87 000 was being spent; he had no
opportunity of discovering that this was so because the government refused to indicate
where the Auditor-General should have been looking for certain information in connection
with the Chinatown project.
The activities of the government in this case study show a complete contempt for
Parliament, and for the Office of the Auditor-General. The government makes a mockery
of the Auditor-General as he was unable to find information from this stalling government
when he needed to examine the expenditure history of the Chinatown project.
It is difficult to ascertain how the Opposition can use the Budget Papers to work out
how the government is spending its money-that is, money which is taken from Victorians
in high taxes and charges. The government is unable to provide the right sort of accounting
mechanisms so that the people's watchdog-the Auditor-General-is able to discover
where the money has gone. This was an outrageous contempt of Parliament. It is the only
occasion on which the Auditor-General has been taken to the Administrative Appeals
Tribunal and it is the only occasion anyone has been able to examine whether the
government provides information for the Auditor-General so he can do his job properly.
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I condemn the way in which the government has used the Auditor-General's office,
regarding it with derision and contempt, and failing to provide information to enable him
to do his job.
Mr SIMPSON (Niddrie)-In my eleventh year as a member of this House I have
pleasure in contributing to the Budget debate, which is unmistakably the most important
debate every twelve months. I cannot recall an occasion in the past ten years when
Parliament has received such an outstanding Budget, with considerable prospects for
Victorians, coinciding with the presentation of the best Federal Budget for some time.
The Federal ~md State Budgets-which were presented within some months of each
other-undeniably demonstrate the correct policies and directions of the Victorian and
Federal governments while producing the correct results for Victorians and Australians.
The performance of the Federal Treasurer is summarised in the editorial of this evening's

Herald, which states:

Ifhe has got his sums right, he has probably guaranteed a dynasty ofLabor rule.

The editorial indicates that the response from the general public and the business world is
such that if the Federal Treasurer has his sums right, Australia can look forward to a
dynasty of Labor rule. I have been involved in a wide range of matters relating to Victoria
and have closely watched what has occurred in the Federal scene. Mark my words, this
prophesy will be true to the very words contained in that editorial-a dynasty of Labor
rule at the Federal and State levels will occur. It will be seen also in other Australian
States.
In my position as an executive councillor not under summons, a privileged role for only
a few in this House, I am pleased to contribute to this Budget debate. The contrast between
the two Leaders in this House was never more pronounced than it was today if one
contrasted the contribution of the Premier with previous performances of the Leader of
the Opposition.
Approximately two years ago, in the most important Budget debate, the Leader of the
Opposition, who was tired and emotional-which is Parliamentary terminology-berated
the Premier for 25 minutes of his allocated 30-minute speech because the Leader of the
Opposition had not received an invitation from the Premier to a function for the Essendon
and Hawthorn football clubs at the completion of the grand final series.
On this occasion the Leader of the Opposition is not here to provide a nonsensical
rendition similar to that heard two years ago. The people of Victoria may want to compare
the two Leaders. The performance of the Leader of the Opposition was shown two years
ago and, demonstrably so by his absence today. In the words of Banjo Patterson, he has
"gone to Queensland droving, and we don't know where he are".
It is outrageous that Parliament will proceed to a two-week recess while the Leader of
the Opposition is not in attendance today. One can only presume that he has $one away
in order to escape the slau~ter as he is Intelligent enough to realise that this IS the best
Budget brought down in thiS Parliament.

Mr W. D. McGrath-I direct your attention, Mr Deputy Speaker, to the state of the
House; I doubt whether there is a quorum present.

A quorum was formed.
Mr SIMPSON-The absence of the Leader of the Opposition is significant; he does
not want to attend for the slaughter, for debate on the outstanding Budget for Victoria,
and to witness the common theme in the printed media, television and radio on the 24
hours old Federal Budget. The Leader of the Opposition will not need to hurry back from
Orpheus Island because there will be no challenge to his leadership, even though he has
now stepped away from it, because who, in his right mind in the Liberal Party, would want
to take over the leadership of a party that is doomed for the next decade?
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Who wants to be sitting as a lame duck when, as was stated in the Herald, "We are
almost guaranteed of seeing a dynasty of Labor rule"? Therefore, I sU$.,8est to the Leader
of the Opposition that, although he has stepped away from his responsibilities, at least on
this occasion he will not have any worries because no-one wants to take over the supervision
of the last moments of the Liberal Party and National Party Titanic.
I should like to pay a public tribute to the Treasurer of this State. I have been privileged
to be more than associated with him; I have been a close personal friend of the Treasurer
over a number of years. We both have an abiding love for the sport of golf and a mutual
interest in harness racing. However, the point I make is not related to those matters but
rather to the qualities ofa man who is prepared to work 16 hours a day, seven days a week;
one who never loses his cool, who is always prepared to listen and who is certainly not
afraid to say "No" when he believes it is in the interests of Victoria and Victorians to do
so.
I am not sure whether there is sufficient recognition in this State of the contribution
made by the Treasurer, the Honourable Rob Jolly. When I was a member of the Cabinet I
was privileged to watch the work that he did in conjunction with the Premier. Something
totally new occurred in Victoria: hour after hour, the Treasurer and the Premier met
deputation after deputation, from business lobbies, special interest groups, persons involved
with education, parties associated with the government or constituent members of the
Labor Party and constituents who were associated with other political parties. Everyone
was given the opportunity of presenting submissions during the formulation of the Budget.
I know how tired the Premier and the Treasurer were and, yet, they felt an obligation
that all had to be heard and given the opportunity of presenting their submissions. We are
now enjoying the fruits of that work; it was nothing short of just plain hard work, with a
whole lot of talent to back it up.
As is well known, when the Cain government came to office in 1982 this State was in
diabolical trouble. It had a massive deficit and there was a slide in the employment
situation, with spiralling unemployment figures. This is nothing new to honourable
members; it is cold, hard fact. That is what the Labor government was confronted with,
and we realised that certain courses of action had to be taken. It was not easy.
I remind the House that the first Budget presented by the Treasurer was to do no more
than halt that slide. It was not possible to do any more with such a high deficit. It was a
marathon task to halt the slide. To add further difficulties to the Treasurer's task, Victoria
experienced its worst drought for many years. At the time, I was the Minister responsible
for Victorian ports, and I know that not one ounce of grain was exported from the ports of
Portland and Geelong over twelve months, whereas grain had previously been one of
Victoria's largest export earners.
At the time, Victoria also suffered as a result of the disastrous Ash Wednesday bushfires;
and the High Court brought down its decision against Victoria on the oil pipeline levy,
further compounding the economic problems facing the Treasurer. The government also
had to contend with the continuing guerilla campaign of the Builders Labourers Federation,
headed by Norm Gallagher.
That was the situation with which the Treasurer was presented, and yet he achieved a
halt in that slide at a time when Victoria faced a huge deficit. Let us not forget the
circumstances that existed in 1982. In all that time, new policies and guidelines have been
developed and the former Treasury was restructured into the Department of Management
and Budget. No dramatic changes could have been expected. However, slowly but surely
the Treasurer, the Premier, the Cabinet, the Department of Management and Budget and
the community have played a role in getting this State out of the difficulties it faced in
1982.
No honourable member on either side of the Chamber could say that he or she does
not, in his or her heart, compliment the Treasurer on what he has achieved. Whatever
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political differences exist between the parties, we should at least be honest with ourselves
and acknowledge what the Treasurer has achieved for this State and the constituents we
represent.
Let us not underrate the contribution made by a man who is perhaps small in stature
but big in ability and determination to do a job and achieve a result that has been
unsurpassed, certainly in the eleven years that I have been privileged to be a member of
this place.
I refer now to the reaction to the Budget. All sections of the press have heralded this
Budget; I use the word "heralded" advisedly because even the Herald has acclaimed this
Budget as a "Jolly Budget", because it is certainly a jolly Budget for all those who will
benefit from it.
The Budget has had a wonderful reception from all sections of the community. That is
because, as I said earlier, they have all played a part in the restoration of Victoria's
economic situation. They have been happy to support the policies and guidelines that
have been enunciated by the Treasurer and the government.
Throughout Victoria there has been applause for the assistance for families provided in
the Budget. If one thing stands out in this Budget above all others, it is that it is a Budget
for all families. The business community has congratulated the government on the taxation
reforms from which it will benefit. The Budget has been applauded at the business level
and by community groups. Above all, it is a family Budget.
I shall relate to the House some pertinent facts. I mentioned that the education
maintenance allowance will be increased and extended to thousands more families: the
families with the need, who have carried the burden for so long; the families who had
expectations when they voted the Labor Party into government in 1982 and who were
confident enough to gIve it a second chance for a further four years on the Treasury
benches at the last State election. They are now beginning to enjoy the fruits of their
recognition and confidence.
A new education expense allowance of $60 will be made available to families whose
income is less than $50000 a year. That is a real fillip to those who are not on the same
wage structure as others who clearly do not need assistance.
Registration fees on private cars will be reduced by $25, and registration fees for motor
cycles will be cut by more than half. Only a fool would say that those initiatives have not
been overwhelmingly welcomed by all those who own motor vehicles. It is reasonable to
say that the growth in the use of motor vehicles has been unparalled over the past 40 years
or so, consequently, the reduction in registration fees has been extremely well received
and the initiative has been very sensibly applied by a government that listens and responds
in a responsible way.
The Budget includes a package of measures to assist families, the cost of which will be
$60-7 million this year and $85-1 million in a full year. Although my family is established,
as one who is married and has four children, I went through some fairly difficult times
when my children were younger and, having had to live on only one wage, I realise that
the difficult times that I experienced should not have to be endured by others, if it is
possible to avoid that situation and if this State can assist young families. The Budget
addresses that matter.
The cost of the social justice initiatives will be $38-3 Inillion this yeCir and $44-8 million
in a full year. That is a commitment that the Labor Party gave in 1982 but, unfortunately,
we understood, as did the community, that we were not in the financial position to put it
in place at that time.
However, other items had a higher priority. The people who supported the Labor Party
in 1982 and again in 1985 had confidence that when Victoria turned the corner
economically, those issues would be addressed. The Labor government is a caring

Appropriation and Works and Services Bills 16 September 1987

ASSEMBLY

1011

government that is concerned about people in genuine need. Under the social justice
policy, those people will benefit by $38·3 million up to the end of the year, and by $44·8
million in a full year. This adds up to an extra $205 a year for a typical family with three
children.
What a wonderful bonanza for them! It is an endorsement of the confidence of those
people who said, "We are positive that the Labor Party is right, and we will support it in
1982 and in 1985". Believe me, as a result of the State Budget and as a result of the State
government running in partnership with its Federal colleagues, there is no doubt that the
Labor Party will be returned at the next State election. As a recent Herald editorial stated,
we shall see a dynasty of Labor rule.
The policies of the Labor Party do not cater only for families; businesses also receive
benefits. Many honourable members have had experience in the business community and
I am proud to have spent 20 years in that field. I am conscious of the fact that, unless
business operates well and is provided with encouragement and opportunities for
expansion, jobs will not be provided and the other policies that the government seeks to
implement cannot be put into place.
Because the government listened to the submissions invited from the full spectrum of
the business community, it was able to ascertain what was required for the development
of business opportunities. This year's Budget announced tax cuts of $102 million to the
end of the year, and $184 million in the full year. Those tax cuts were a recognition of the
importance of the business community and were brought about after many consultations
with the business community which was playing its part in keeping Victoria as the
prominent economic heart of Australia.
There is no question that that is the case. I accept that Victoria has enjoyed that pattern
for a long time, but it must be acknowledged that after the 27 years of tired, sloppy
government under the previous administration, which had no policies or directions, that
position was slipping. During the former Liberal administration some Ministers were off
playing golf and some attended the gallops, leaving the running of the State to the senior
public servants. That does not happen under the Labor government and, if the Liberal
Party has any brains, it will not let it happen again.
The major tax initiatives are designed to encourage companies either to enter the export
market or to export more products; in other words, the initiatives are designed to help
Australia's balance of payments problem. One does not need to have studied at a higher
level than I did at school to realise that the major problem facing the country is the balance
of payments problem.
I am delighted to report that I was one of a group of fourteen members of Parliament
who visited the People's Republic of China in September last year. The purpose of the
visit was to attend a trade fair in Nanjing.
Mr Leigh-Mr Acting Speaker, I direct your attention to the state of the House.

A quorum was formed.
Mr SIMPSON-I shall enlighten the House about the visit by fourteen members of the
government party to the People's Republic of China. Those members saw fit to pay for the
trip out of their own pockets. Besides visiting the trade exhibition at Nanjing, the party
also visited the sister city ofTianjin, the sister State of Jiangsu Province and the sister port
of Shanghai.
The purpose of the visit was to develop trade between China, a huge giant ofa country
that is awakening to the Western World, and Australia. Australia is highly respected by
the Chinese because they remember that in 1972, the former Labor Prime Minister, Mr
Gough Whitlam, was one of the first heads of State to recognise that great country.
Australia recognised China before the United States of America and many other Western
countries did so. The Chinese hold Australia in high esteem.
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Before the visit, members of the government party visited various businesses within
Victoria so that they could make a genuine contribution to the trade fair in the city of
Nanjing. I stood proudly while the Deputy Premier and Madame Gu opened the
magnificent trade fair. I wonder how many members of the former conservative government
would have paid for such a visit out of their own pockets to try to generate trade and assist
the balance of payments problem. They may have had a few freebies to South Africa, but
it must be realised that Australia's major trading opportunities can be found in Asia.
The Budget initiatives helped businesses by reducing, in many cases, and eliminating,
in some cases, the marginal rates of payroll tax for small and medium-sized firms. That
initiative has been accepted by and responded to by small business and it, in turn, will
provide incentives for the private sector to finance education and training schemes. As a
member of the industry, technology and resources Bill committee I am repeatedly told
that it is absolutely essential that the education and training in our schools and T AFE
colleges should be in line with modem technology. That information is getting through to
the government, and Cabinet is aware that this important aspect must be addressed so
that Victoria can continue its lead over the other States.
The changes in the Budget involving payroll tax will save employers $44·5 million this
year. Why should the business community not back the Cain Labor government? The
Budget also restructured payroll tax and increased the exemption level from $250 000 to
$300 000. That is a sensible application in view of the inflation rate. It will free an extra
1080 firms from payroll tax altogether, and some 6850 firms will have their payroll tax
substantially reduced.
I shall now home in on the reasons why this Budget is so different from any other
Budgets I have ever seen from former Liberal Party, Country Party or coalition conservative
governments.
One thing that the government addressed from day one was that people wanted jobs
first, jobs second, and jobs third. It is a waste of time to talk about reforms and social
improvements if people are out of work. That is what the Labor Party has addressed and
that is why I am so proud, as an executive councillor not under summons, to be saying to
the Chamber, as a Victorian and a Parliamentary representative, that Victoria has headed
the whole of Australia in economic performance for 51 out of the past 51 months. It is a
record about which we can be proud. However, it is a record with which the Premier said
earlier today he was still not satisfied. Victoria is 2 percentage points ahead of the nearest
State in its economic performance, and goodness knows how many percentage points
ahead of Queensland-but that is Queensland's problem. My responsibility and that of
the Premier's is with the State of Victoria.
As I said, the Premier has successfully led a State that has performed better economically
than any other for 51 consecutive months, but he is still not satisfied. That is what I like
about the Premier, John Cain, and the Treasurer. They work 16 hours a day, seven days a
week and apply themselves as true Victorians. Victorians have been given jobs, more jobs
and yet more jobs, and that is what Labor policy is about; that is what the government has
addressed and achieved, yet the government is still not satisfied.
I conclude on this note: while the Leader of the Opposition is droving up in Queenslandno-one knows where he is-the people of Victoria know precisely where the Premier, John
Cain, is sitting-he is in the driver's seat, next to the most underrated Treasurer in the
history of the State, with probably the best Cabinet that Victoria has ever seen. All
members of the Cabinet are applying themselves 14 hours a day, seven days a week. That
is their responsibility and duty, and a challenge that they should accept; and they have
taken it up in no uncertain terms.
I am proud that Victoria has the right person in the driver's seat. The report in today's

Herald is correct, the Labor Party is creating a dynasty of Labor rule for decades to come.
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Mr HAYWARD (Prahran)-My remarks this afternoon will be in two sections. Firstly,
I shall discuss the overall macroeconomic and fiscal situation facing Victoria. Secondly, I
shall talk specifically about industry and individual firms.
An analysis of the Budget brought down by the Treasurer shows that total outlays will
be slightly in excess of $11 billion and total receipts will be a little more than $10 billion.
In other words, there will be a deficit or more than $1 billion, compared with the deficit of
about $900 million last year, or an increase of approximately 16 per cen~.
The government is too optimistic in its figures. There is a real risk that the deficit will
be higher than that. However, the government must set the objective of completely
balancing the Budget.
There has been much talk about budgets and deficits in the past 24 hours. The Premier
spoke about the Federal Budget this afternoon. The challenge for governments throughout
Australia is not merely to get Budgets into balance, but also to get Budgets into surplus.
The same approach should apply to public sector debt. The Budget indicates that public
sector debt this year will be $22·7 billion, compared with $21·3 billion last year.
Considerable controversy surrounds the total dimension of Victorian public sector debt,
but even if we accept those figures I believe that debt is too high. The challenge and
requirement for a government, as is being recognised in other places, is to reduce that
debt. In other words, there should not be an increase in public sector debt, but a reduction
of that debt.
Much talk has taken place about the sale of government assets, whether at a Federal
level or in Victoria. The government has embarked upon the sale of government assets
and says that the proceeds from the sale of those assets will be used for capital expenditure,
although there is a suggestion that some proceeds will be used for the repayment of
recurrent expenditure.
I make the same point as before about the sale of those assets. The proceeds from the
sale of public assets should not be used even for capital expenditure, but should be used to
reduce the public sector debt. That is because of the basic economic realities facing
Australia and Victoria at present.
The ~overnment also says that it has performed well by restraining its increase in
expendIture outlays to a level of approximately 7 per cent-in other words, in line with
the expected rate of inflation. That is not good enough. If Victoria is to prepare itself for
the problems that are inevitably ahead, the government must reduce expenditure in real
terms. It is not good enough to keep expenditure outlays within the expected inflation
rate.
The government speaks about the increase in productive business investment in Victoria.
My observations do not confirm that. There is business investment in Victoria, but its
funds are not being invested in the right areas. Most of the investment is being used in
speculative property development and other similar areas. In particular, there is inadequate
investment by firms to re-equip with new technology to meet the challenges that are ahead.
I make that statement based upon personal experience, because I set myself the target
of visiting two to three business firms a week in Victoria. Very few of those firms are
investing in new plant and technology at present. Sadly, quite a few firms are actually
investing overseas and have admitted as much. They are doing that because they say it is
difficult to achieve an adequate return on investment in Victoria.
I shall be specific and present a particular case study to the House. Honourable members
will recall that some weeks ago the Philips company announced that it was shutting down
its colour television operations at Clayton with a loss of approximately 250 jobs. I went to
considerable lengths to analyse that situation and it is a fascinating case study. The
company said that, to remain competitive, it had to upgrade its technolo~. It had reached
the stage where it needed major changes in its technology, both in the deSIgn of the product

1014

ASSEMBLY

16 September 1987 Appropriation and Works and Services Bills

and in the technology for the manufacturing of the product. That involved a major
investment. The company conducted an exhaustive analysis of the financial situation
involved in that investment and came to the conclusion that it would not be possible to
get an adequate return on its investment.
The situation facing that large company is facing many small companies today. To
remain compe,titive, to make the most of the new opportunities that are flowing from a
lower Australian dollar, many firms have to invest significantly in new plant and equipment
to upgrade their technology and provide them with more capacity.
When the firms do their sums, they find that it is not worth making the investments
because they do not believe they will achieve adequate returns on their investments. For
that reason many firms are relocating their operations overseas. Small firms do not always
have that option, so they tend to sink. This is not really a result of increases in wages but
a result of taxation levels. Firms believe taxes and charges in other countries could be less
ofa burden.

It is wise to try to examine what is happening to Victorian industry generally. The most
important influence on Victorian industry at present is the rate of change. That may sound
simplistic but it is not. Technology is changing rapidly and the life cycles of many products
are shorter. In Japan a product now has an estimated average life cycle of eighteen months.
Sadly, in Australia, industry can take eighteen months before it gets a product into
production; by that time the product cycle has changed and the Japanese firm has moved
on to the next product.
New production techniques are appearing daily and it is a constant battle to keep up
with them. One of the characteristics of this rapid change is its unpredictability. To profit
from it, Victorian firms must be constantly alert to new opportunities and nimble in their
response.
Innovation and flexibility are now key elements in the success or failure of every
Victorian firm. It is important that Victorian firms are flexible and are ~ot burdened by
taxes and charges that tend to restrict their financial flexibility and which lock up working
capital. It is important that Victorian firms are not burdened by government interferences
and by restricted work practices that produce the competitiveness of Victorian firms.
The government has spoken cleverly for a number of years about the implementation
of its economic strategy. It has produced large and effective public relations documents.
Sadly, the government produces nothing, when one digs underneath the pile of public
relations documents.
The government has created a huge bureaucracy to implement its strategies; for example,
the Department of Industry, Technology and Resources employs in excess of 600 public
servants. The department has indulged in self-promotion activities that have cost hundreds
of thousands of dollars. A simple example of that waste of money is the 1985-86 annual
report of the department, a copy of which I have with me today.
The annual report is a large document and under the Freedom of Information Act I was
able to ascertain that the cost of producing the report was $103815. That is an enormous
amount of money! Only 7000 copies were produced at a cost of more than $14 a copy. A
business organisation would not consider spending that amount of money on its annual
report.
This year, as part of the government's so-called industry assistance activities, the
government is expending at least $80 million, which was allocated in the Budget for
services to industry and commerce. Other moneys within that department will probably
also be allocated to that area, for example, a proportion of the $7 million allocated for
corporate services expenditure. At least $12 million will be spent on salaries. What is this
doing for industry?
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I ask that question of every firm that I visit each week and rarely do I receive a positive
answer. So far as I can ascertain, the assistance that is provided by the Department of
Industry, Technology and Resources is marginal in nature and in its impact on industry.
In many instances it is inappropriate and irrelevant.
The Victorian government has a classic case of a split personality: on the one hand, in
all public relations documents it professes that it wishes to help businesses and industry;
on the other hand, many of its actions are exactly the opposite. The government usually
impedes and harasses people. The Minister for Consumer Affairs is a professional harasser
of small businessmen; the Attorney-General seeks to put the fear of God into businesses
through the introduction of draconian legislation.
The government dances to the tune of trade union officials associated with the Labor
Party. The Minister for Local Government, sitting at the table, knows that much of the
proposed legislation is drafted by trade union officials. Many of the so-called advisers to
the Ministers are trade unionists who have been strategically placed to "mind" Ministers
and to protect the interests of the trade unions and the socialist left.
A major flaw of the government is that it is too much under the influence of trade union
officials. Many of the activities of the government in its so-called industry assistance
strategy is inappropriate and irrelevant. Many of the activities are extremely harmful to
businesses.
In future the wealth producing industries in Victoria will blossom in all sorts of unlikely
and unforeseen directions. By that I mean that the future growth in Victoria is
unpredictable. In our current situation, where rapid change is occurring across the whole
spectrum of products and processes and from many unsuspected directions, it is unwise
for governments to try to predict and to influence change. The government is in a poor
condition to do so because it is isolated from the day-to-day realities of markets and
businesses.
History has shown that it is nearly impossible to predict technical change. For example,
the engineering editor of the London Times said in 1906 that artificial aviation was an
engineering impossibility. If one researches technological change in the past, one often
reads that people have said that a particular technology has no future. It is difficult to
predict where technology is heading; therefore, it is unwise for governments to attempt to
do so.
The practice of the government of taking equity positions, even minority ones, in
commercial firms often has the effect of influencing change in undesirable directions and
can distort the actual dynamics of change. Bureaucrats and politicians try to act as if they
are God and try to decide the nature of change. They then enter the marketplace and take
up an equity position in firms to try to influence and accelerate change in a particular
direction. For example, the operation of a government-supported firm, which has an
unfair competitive advantage, may retard the growth of the industry toward its greater
wealth producing potential.
Unfair competitive advantages come in various forms, including easier availability of
credit and better access to government activities and plans. Some of the activities of the
government in equity investments have been plain silly!
For example, all honourable members are aware of the decisions by the Victorian
Economic Development Corporation to invest in the so-called MG project, which was
absolutely ludicrous from the start. The project was poorly thought out and poorly managed
and ended up in financial disaster. The Minister has stated that the government has
extricated its finances from that project. However, through inquiries the Opposition has
been making, I know that, in the process of extricating its finances, the government has
become involved in some strange situations that will be revealed in due course.
Another example is the so-called hovercraft venture, for which the Victorian Economic
Development Corporation provided a loan of $1·5 million. That project was also poorly
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thought out. The concept of a hovercraft service lacked financial viability. Further, the
vessel that was purchased was quite unsuitable for the operative requirements. The few
people who were able to travel on the hovercraft in the few trips it made became quite
unwell. The venture has suffered from all sorts of incredible troubles, including a fire, and
it is now in serious difficulty. The fact that the Victorian Economic Development
Corporation provided the loan for the project was used extensively in the prospectus
issued by the firm. That acted as an encouragement for investors to invest in the project.
Naturally, they thought the government had investigated the project and supported it. The
involvement of the corporation was an inducement to investors and, more particularly, it
induced suppliers to deal with the company and provide credit, and that is where the
present trouble lies.
The company owes a great deal of money to many small suppliers. A number of these
suppliers have informed the Opposition that their prospects of being paid are extremely
remote. For some of them, if they are not paid, their firms may go out of business, and
that is an extremely serious situation. The main asset of the company is the hovercraft,
which it is desperately trying to sell. The Victorian Economic Development Corporation
has a mortgage on the hovercraft; therefore, if it is sold, the corporation will receive some
or all of its money, but the small suppliers will be left high and dry. It is an unfortunate
situation and is an example of what happens when government becomes involved in
business and makes ridiculous decisions-people end up worse off.
The Victorian government claims with pride that it has indexed taxes; however, the
base on which they are indexed is too high. It is not sufficient to say that taxes are being
indexed; the government must wind back taxes in real terms. That IS absolutely essential
for business, which is heavily burdened by taxes and charges.
I have spoken to business people who make decisions about where to locate investments
and I have asked them whether the government handouts and mickey mouse assistance
schemes from the Department of Industry, Technology and Resources are important to
them. Those people have informed me that the most important factors in making an
investment decision are the level of taxes and charges and the level of government
assistance. The Victorian government rates badly on those two points, and that is why
productive investment in manufacturing industry in Victoria is not taking place.
Business people are extremely concerned about the level of taxes and charges, especially
the rising costs of electricity and transport services. That is understandable when one
realises that the government receives approximately $500 million a year from dividend
taxes from statutory authorities. In other words, people are not just paying for services
they receive-regardless of whether the services are gas, electricity and so on; they are also
paying indirect taxes. The government claims to be a low taxing government. Earlier today
the Premier tried to favourably compare this government with other State ~overnments
in Australia. However, the Premier did not reveal that the government is taxIng by stealth
by putting a taxation element into every gas and electricity bill that consumers have to
pay.
Victoria should be providing cheap electricity because it has enormous deposits of lowcost brown coal. The challenge is to reduce the cost of electricity. It is not good enough to
constantly increase the cost of electricity; it is not ~ood enough for the government to
claim that it is keeping the cost increases In line with Inflation. The cost must be decreased
and, for that to happen, competition must be brought into the electricity generation and
coal winning areas. That will inevitably happen in the future.
The same applies to the cost of transport, regardless of whether it is rail or sea transport.
Rail freight services are not improving; they are becoming worse and the costs are increasing
rapidly. The port of Melbourne is a troubled area. Delays are continuing and costs are
increasing.
The government should consider innovative ways of exporting products from Victoria.
It is essential to introduce competition into the exporting area, and that can be achieved
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without additional government expenditure. More effort must be put into the air transport
system because many of the products produced in Victoria can easily be exported by air.
The government must insist on improved air services from Tullamarine airport. Efforts
must be made to establish an effective free trade zone adjacent to the Melbourne Airport.
That is not a new or difficult idea. My investigations have indicated that the appropriate
Federal legislation and regulations exist, r.nd the State government simply needs to take
some initiative to facilitate a free trade zone.
In many of the new types of products Victorian industry is making, the key ingredient
is intellectual input in the design of the product and the way it is put together. Often, it is
feasible to import many of the basic components, such as electronic chips, to be used in
Australian-designed products. For that to be done easily, it would be helpful if industries
were located in a free trade zone adjacent to an airport, such as Tullamarine, where the
basic chips could be imported duty free. They could be assembled in the free trade zone
and then exported as an innovative new product through Tullamarine. In that way, the
manufacturer would not be burdened with import duty and so on.
I make it clear that I am referring to high quality products with a high degree of
intellectual input. The industries I am referring to do not produce a low-quality product;
it is an area where expertise is of great importance.
I shall now refer to the relationship between big and small businesses in Victoria. Big
business in Victoria is in the process of shedding jobs, and that will continue. Statistics
show that there has been no net job growth in big business in Victoria.
There may be individual exceptions when a firm starts a particular program and employs
more people. The impact of technology on large manufacturing firms will be a reduction
in jobs. The only job growth in the future in Victoria will be in small firms. A healthy
increase in jobs has been enjoyed in the United States of America in recent years because
of its number of diverse, small firms, whereas Europe has experienced high and intractable
unemployment because much of its industry is concentrated in large corporations.
The warning from small businesses and individuals is that the government is anti-small
business. Its levels of taxation and charges are highly damaging to small business.
The WorkCare program is destroying small business. Some small firms with ten or
twelve employees have as many as two or three employees on WorkCare and some are
dubious cases. Some firms have said that they cannot last much longer in this situation.
The WorkCare program is disastrous and tragtc for small Victorian businesses. They were
sucked into it with the inducement that they would pay lower rates, but most are now
paying a high price. Unless something is done about WorkCare in not only an
administrative but also a fundamental way, it will destroy employment in Victoria.
The prospects for small manufacturing business could be bright, mainly because of the
nature of new technology. Microprocessors and computers, when properly used, are
powerful allies to small firms. These enterprises can gain access to information and power
through this technology which was formerly available only to large institutions and
corporations. Microelectronic technology is taking work away from the large conglomerate
and State organisations to smaller enterprises, subcontractors and home-based workers.
In particular, small firms are now able to custom build products which, in the past,
could be produced economically only by large firms in large volume. In other words, the
microprocessor has overcome the problem of economy of scale.
Mr B. J. EVANS (Gippsland East)-All the breast beating and rhetoric by the
government's Premier and the Treasurer, and the Federal Treasurer and Prime Minister,
does not alter one cardinal fact that most people in Australia understand, namely, that
Australia is in dire straits financially. There seems to be a rather quaint notion abroad,
which was mentioned by the Premier in his earlier remarks, that Australia can somehow
break away from its traditional export earning industries-agriculture and mining-and
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wave a magic wand to find a manufacturing industry or manufacturing base that will
redress the serious imbalance in the· balance of trade situation.
I have yet to hear any of this country's leaders come forward with a suggestion of how
industry or industries can cope with the serious situation in which Australia has been
placed.
Over the past twelve months much has been heard of the famous J-curve, which is
supposed to indicate a dramatic change in the economy when the slump in the balance of
trade takes a complete about..turn-a sudden drop and then an extremely rapid rise to
return this country to somewhere near a viable economic situation. However, there is no
evidence or sign of it. There is no ground for confidently expecting improvement in the
national economy. Much of the rhetoric from the Treasurer, the Premier and others is
basically arguing, as a managing director might report to his shareholders, that the turnover
in the company is tremendous, that it is on the increase but, unfortunately, that it is going
bankrupt in the process. That is the intrigue, to put it simply.
There is evidence to support my contention that there is no ground for believing
manufacturing industries will replace the overseas earnings which traditionally have been
earned for this country by primary industry and the export of minerals. It is well..recognised
that the present difficulties have been brought about by the effects of trade policies in
overseas countries.
It is not a case of Australian agriculture and Australian mining being so inefficient that
they are unable to compete on world markets; Australian agriculture is highly efficient and
that is probably part of its problem-it is too efficient. The honourable member for
Prahran used the same theme today, when he said Australia can move in on high technology
fields, to do something about reducing the balance of trade payments. That is in the realms
of fantasy.
If other countries are going to bar Australia's primary products because of the effect they
might have on their economies, would they not be as likely to impose tariffs and barriers
on Australia's high technology, ifit started to get off the ground and affect their economies?
There is an inference in the concept that Australians have more intelligence than people
in other countries, and that, therefore, we would be able to do something with high
technology that the Japanese, Americans, British or Germans are not able to do for
themselves. Unless we can do something that they cannot do for themselves, and have
some products to export to those markets, Australia will not overcome the balance of
trade situation.

The theme heard repeatedly not only from the Premier today but also from the Federal
Minister for Science and Small Business, Mr Jones, on ABC radio some months ago is
that Australia should be examining exports such as software technology and glass eyes. He
was not proposing that Australia enter the business of manufacturing glass eyes on a large
scale but he was attempting to demonstrate that we need to examine small products with
a high value and a small transportation cost. To my astonishment, that Labor Minister
argued that Australia should be looking for products with a low..labour content.
It is extraordinary in an economy where unemployment is a real problem that a Federal
Minister should state that Australia should be looking for enterprises that would not
employ a high volume of labour-a contravention of Labor Party philosophies.

The concepts overlook the fact that Australia can carry out agricultural pursuits to a
high standard. One thing that Australia does well is to produce good quality agricultural
products: it is the most efficient producer of agricultural products in the world.
The Federal and State governments must understand that, with the sanctions imposed
by European countries and the United States of America on Australian primary products
and with the strong competition Australia experiences from heavily subsidised overseas
products, our internal economy must be readjusted to enable primary producers to compete
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more effectively on the world market. The only real option Australia has is to do something
about its balance of trade. There are many historical precedents for that assertion.
In the immediate postwar years the Australian economy was in a serious state. The
balance of trade figures caused concern to the government of the day and strong measures
were introduced to encourage agricultural production.
Honourable members who are as old as I am would recall the issuing ofa set of postage
stamps to encourage agricultural production. Those stamps bore the words: "Produce
more wheat"; "Produce more beef'; "Produce more dairy products". Because of that
increased production and the sale of surplus products overseas, Australia built up to the
level of prosperity that was enjoyed by all in the 1960s and 1970s. The government must
consider such measures to return this country to the prosperity that it deserves.
The government has thrown a good deal of criticism at those years and at the governments
leading the State and the country in that period. Although I was not a member of the
Victorian government party at that time, I, together with many Australians, concede that
the country was prosperous and that there was little unemployment. Somebody must have
been doing something right!
There is a tendency in government ranks to claim credit for everything that is good but
to blame others for anything that is bad. The government is quick to say that something
has been thrust on its shoulders by historical events over which it had no control.
At the risk of being accused of parochialism, I point out the marvellous opportunity
Victoria would have for increased employment, foreign exchange and prosperity in the
region I represent, if woodchipping and its export were permitted.
I have been hammering that proposition in this House for more than ten years. I cannot
understand why the government and the former Liberal government resisted authorising
the utilisation of material that is currently going to waste. It will be a curse in our forests
for the next 100 years.
It would be sensible and logical to allow that waste material to be processed and
exported. It would be even better to develop our own pulp and paper mill in east Gippsland.
I am certain that eventually a government with sufficient courage and commonsense will
proceed with that project.
A few months ago I was delighted to have the privilege of escorting my Parliamentary
colleagues on a tour of the forests in east Gippsland. Despite all my best arguments and
efforts to direct their attention to the wasted resources in that region, they were unable to
perceive what was actually taking place. One could observe lying on the ground a fallen
tree, which later proved to be unsuitable for logs. That tree would be worth $4000 in
export income if it were converted to woodchip. As the honourable member for Swan Hill
interjects, that log will remain as a nuisance in the forest for at least 100 years. Its trunk
was 6 feet in diameter and it will take a long time to rot.
It is tragic in regeneration areas to have trees up to 80 feet high mixed up with logs that
were left from earlier forests because they proved to be useless. Future generations of
foresters and sawmill operators will curse the Cain Labor government and former
governments for their failure to utilise that material.
Many strange arguments are put forward about this issue. Woodchipping is supposed to
have some ecological significance. However, if one analyses it properly, one comes to the
conclusion that it does not matter what is the final use of the logs. "Woodchipping" has
become an evocative term and people have their hackles raised at the very mention of the
word.
If those logs now rotting away had been sound, they could have been used for sawlogs
and no-one would have worried about them; or they could have been used for fence posts,
or even for matchsticks; but they certainly cannot be used as woodchips. That proposition
is not logical.
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The anti-woodchipping fraternity will probably argue, "Fancy exporting our forests to
Japan". A survey conducted some time ago contained the question, "Do you agree with
our forests being felled and exported to Japan as woodchips?" The fact that the product
might go to Japan as woodchips has nothing to do with whether forests should be felled
for commercial use. The end product has nothing to do with environmental considerations.
If it were proved that the environmental effects would be unacceptable or adverse, I
could understand the logic. However, it appears that environment effects statements are
like legal opinions: one keeps asking for more until one receives an opinion to suit one's
needs, and it is then adopted, as occurred after the Nunawading Province by-election
when the government kept asking for legal opinions until it received one that suited its
aims and it then grabbed it.
Environment effects statements on the utilisation of forest residue have found that there
would be no long-term, adverse environmental effects and that an integrated logging
operation would lead to better utilisation of sawlogs from those areas.
I would not like to guess the cost of producing those environmental impact statements,
but that is not good enough. The government is now considering lowering the 300 000
tonne experimental woodchipping proposition and not allowing that to go on until there
is another environmental impact statement.
If the environmental impact statements are scientific, how can they come to different
conclusions? It is not sensible to have a number of environmental impact statements on
an issue such as that.
It reminds me of a story I heard about an argument at a shire council meeting in east
Gippsland when there was extensive discussion about whether the council should introduce
parking meters in the town. The discussion went on for some considerable time as to the
pros and cons of having parking meters, until one councillor came up with the bright
suggestion of buying one to see how it would go. That is in the same vein as having an
experimental trial with 300 000 tonnes of woodchipping material. Who will put in the
necessary investment to buy the trucks, the chippers and the necessary gear to go into that
kind of operation and to run it efficiently if, at the end of three years, they run the risk of
being told, "Sorry, we have decided we will not go on with it". One cannot expect people
to invest heavily in those kinds of propositions on a short-term basis.
I urge the government to back the proposition that the utilisation of that material should
be allowed, and to establish an important, useful and profitable industrY in east Gippsland.
I assure the government that there is currently a good market and all Indications are that
it will continue.
One of the questions that never seem to be answered by the anti-woodchipping lobby is
that if we are not prepared to use our material for the manufacture of paper and packaging,
then whose should we use? Obviously, the gap would have to be filled by imports from
countries that do not have the same care and responsibility for their forests.
I thank the honourable member for Morwell for her comments because she is aware
that in her electorate and in the immediate vicinity the State has conducted an effective
woodchipping operation for nearly 50 years, and, to my knowledge, nobody has pointed
the finger at the operations or made allegations of mismanagement.
Miss Callister-It is value added.
Mr B. .l. EVANS-Woodchips are certainly value added, because those logs are going
to waste on the forest floor. If that is the best value we can add, so be it. If a greater value
added project can be found, we are all for it. The best value added end result for that
material is woodchipping.
I make reference to the charges mooted for the use of water supplies from streams. Over
the years we have debated in this Chamber not only the Budget but also the water supply
loan application Bill, the forests loan application Bill and the public works loan application
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Bill, each of which gave us an opportunity to refer to issues of this kind. Today, that
opportunity is concertinaed into one brief and hectic half hour where one is endeavouring
to sort out the most important issues that should be brought to the attention of the House.
I declare a pecuniary interest because on my farm I have a permit and licence for the
diversion of water from the Mitchell River for domestic and irrigation purposes.
I do not know whether it is a requirement, but I do not see why there is more of a
pecuniary interest involved in a situation such as that as compared with honourable
members driving on roads that are provided at government expense, or going to the art
gallery, which is provided at government expense. The river I use does not cost the
government a brass razoo; the government does nothing about putting the water in the
river; it is provided by nature. I wonder about the logic and the ethics of charging people
through the nose to use water that would otherwise run to waste.
Approximately twelve months ago, east Gippsland was in the throes of a drought.
Although the river was flooding downstream, the government charged us for the water we
were diverting for irrigation purposes.
Although it would not be measurable, the water we took out of the Mitchell River would
have reduced the flood damage further downstream; yet we were charged for the use of the
water at that time.
The strange thing about the government's attitude to water is that it is their water while
you want to use it, but if the river happens to flood onto your property and starts to
damage it, it is not the government's problem any longer. One cannot claim damages
against that water getting out of control.
I find it hard to follow the reasoning of the many agnostics in the government. It is an
act of God if the river floods and one cannot claim damages from the government. It is
logical to argue that in the middle of a drought, with the last vestige of water trickling
down the stream, it is an act of God that that water is there also.
The argument of a flood being an act of God has absolutely no substance whatsoever. It
is high time that we wiped out any defence to damages claims to the government, the
insurance companies or anybody else on the basis of it being an act of God; that is
nonsense.
Nevertheless, over the past twelve months, fanners in my area have had to use twice
their normal water allocation because of drought. When government assistance was
required, the government excluded farms in areas along the flats and said: "You do not
get any drought assistance because you have irrigation". The government had done nothing
to provide the irrigation-that had been done entirely at the expense of the farmers and
with a great deal of extra work and cost.
There was less production on the farms because there was no water. Farmers do not
achieve the same results by irrigation as can be achieved by natural rainfall. The government
has a strange logic. It decided that because these farmers are pumping the water which
nature provides they should be given no assistance to ease the problems created by
drought. They have irrigation water!
Road funding is another major issue which concerns the people of east Gippsland. In
my very large electorate many people are living in isolated areas. Maintenance of the roads
to their properties is most expensive. In many cases, the local municipality is not able to
keep up with the cost of maintaining roads. It is more and more difficult for people living
in isolated areas to get proper access to their properties and to obtain adequate care and
maintenance of the roads which serve their properties.
The government has said that it is not interested in the maintenance of roads where the
traffic count is fewer than 200 cars per day. I refer to one road in particular, the Crooked
River Road, which is in the Wonnangatta-Moroka National Park. Most of the traffic in
this national park is tourist traffic.
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I urge the government to consider making a greater contribution to the maintenance of
roads where a great deal of wear and tear is caused by visitors to a national park and not
local traffic.

Mr WEIDEMAN (Frankston South)-As the honourable member for Niddrie said the
Budget debate is probably the most important debate in the House. Unfortunately, it has
lost some of its traditional glamour and its effect because of the way governments have
changed the presentation and development of the Budget. At one time newspaper headlines
said: "Tobacco, alcohol and petrol rise in the Budget". Now that these items are increased
quarterly, the effect of those increases on the community is not examined.
The Budget debate centres on the auditing and accounting of documents presented to
the House. They relate to the expenditure of the government- during the ensuing twelve
months.
The honourable member for Brighton, the shadow Treasurer, led the Opposition case.
He dissected the Budget. I congratulate him on his excellent speech. It highlights many of
the issues in the Budget and expresses some of the concerns of members of the Liberal
Party. ,.
Yesterday, the Federal Treasurer brought down the Federal Budget. After the hype, he
explained that it was a balanced Budget with a deficit of $28 million. This has followed
many years of governments bringing in deficit Budgets. Most people in businesses or
budgeting household incomes would end up broke if their budgets did not balance, but
this government claims that it is easy to say what a wonderful achievement a deficit
Budget is. The recent Federal Budg~t is an achievement after other deficit Budgets which
have run to $60 billion.
However, on examination, the Federal Budget deficit has been reduced without much
flair. The Reserve Bank, from the floating of the Australian dollar, had an additional
revenue of$l· 7 billion. The government sold some national assets, and those sales brought
in another $1 billion-that is $2 billion towards revenue. Honourable members are aware
of the imposition offringe benefit taxes and other taxes. That is how the Federal government
has gone about its housekeeping. It is an accounting exercise where the government has
put the bills out to the poor taxpayers to pay.
Both the Federal and Victorian Treasurers produce their Budgets on computers. Perhaps
that is why the Opposition has not been able to find any errors in the additions! As
honourable members will know, as long as the correct information is put into the computer,
out come the correct results-in other words, if rubbish is put in, rubbish comes out. It
took the government five or six years to use that technology. Honourable members know
that since the early 1980s technology has been available, such as word processors and
microcomputers, and with that simple technology it is possible to do that work correctly.
The shadow Treasurer highlighted the financial mismanagement of the government. I
reiterate: it is easy for governments to send the bills out to the poor taxpayers. The skill in
management is to spend money wisely. As the honourable member for Brighton stated,
this requires programmed budgeting. The Treasurer should and might return to that point
later.
Programmed budgeting includes comprehensive auditing so that included in the Budget
is the cost of the program and the process of examining every dollar spent with the total
value obtained for that dollar. That is responsible economic management. It is the procedure
widely used in Canberra and other parts of the world and is now coming to the fore in
systems used by accountants and other people in that area of expertise.
At the time of the Budget, the Minister for Health released a document on health
expenditure which stated:
Total expenditure on health in 1987-88 is $2·5 billion, an increase of8·4 per cent.

The Minister for Health stated that priorities would include:
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Increased access to acute hospital services; expanded community and home-based health services; prevention
of illness and a general improved community health standard; provision for the differing needs of users ofheaIth
services; and improved management and accountability.

The Opposition does not Question the objectives or goals that the Minister for Health has
set. It is the way he has achieved some of those goals or that he has not achieved them that
is Questioned.
I refer to last year's Budget debate. After many hours of debate the Premier spoke. He
repeated that speech today, and he lashed out at the Opposition. The honourable member
for Niddrie also made the same speech. It was a patronising attempt to admonish the
Opposition. One repeated phrase was the old one oflooking into the mirror. The honourable
member must have a funny mirror-I would not like to be looking into it. The Premier
reminds me of Dorian Gray. For every sin there is a mark.
At the time of last year's Budget, I raised the waiting list issue because there were
approximately 27000 Victorians waiting in pain for hospitalisation. Today the same
situation exists; 27 092 Victorians are on hospital waiting lists. Later I shall give an
example of how long those people must wait.
In 1982, the Premier promised that he would immediately reduce those lists, but we are
still waiting. The Premier and the Minister for Health have changed their approach but
they have not been able to reduce the number of people waiting.
During the Federal election campaign in July, the Prime Minister, Mr Hawke, made
great play of how, over the next three years, he intended to provide the States with $100
million on a dollar-for-dollar basis to reduce hospital waiting lists, but I cannot find
mention of this wonderful health commitment in the Victorian Budget.
The district health councils and community health centres have been attacked as being
unnecessary and it is said that the money spent on them could be better used elsewhere.
The government is proposing to sell off five public hospitals. It is estimated that the
hospitals treat 12200 patients a year and the closure of 235 beds will mean that many
people will be left untreated. We are told that St George's Hospital, the Peter MacCallum
Hospital and hospitals at Springvale and elsewhere are under threat.
In May the Premier went to Canberra and he came back with a "document of peace".
The Premier cried wolf over the approximately $300 million in Commonwealth cutbacks.
The Federal Treasurer, Mr Keating, must be laughing when he looks at what the Premier
is doing.
The Budget is similar in basis to the previous Budget. Victoria is the highest taxing
State; it is easier for State taxes to be increased than for the government to reduce
expenditure and to have a sensible management control. The wastewatch committee of
the Liberal Party has shown that there is mismanagement. It is evident in the area of
misinformation, where there is an expensive media unit providing information to the
public. The Minister for Health, in a press release on 9 August 1985, said:
The government is concerned to provide the best possible patient care and we are aiming to treat an additional
26 000 patients during the next two years to significantly reduce the waiting list.
This would have the effect of reducing the number of patients waiting on hospitals lists to between 8000 and
13000.

If that had occurred in the period since 1985 we would not be saying tnat there is a 20 000-

plus waiting list for surgery. There was almost exactly the same number on the waiting list
at this time last year, as there was in October 1985, when the Minister for Health said:
The strategies being implemented will increase the number of patients being treated by 26 000 over the next
two years.

That statement is similar to the Prime Minister's statement when he said that he had
inherited a deficit of$10 billion. He reduced that to $9 billion in one night and now he has
got it down to $6 billion. At one stage the Minister for Health was saying that the list was
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13 000 and then it was bumped up to 26 000. That was to be wiped out in the two years to
October 1987. We are still waiting for that. An article in the Age during March 1987 says:
The Health Minister, Mr White, said yesterday that he would be judged on the hospital waiting lists, which
would soon come down to reasonable levels.

The Minister is being judged; he cannot reduce those lists and they are still at a high level.
In February 1985, a press release from the media unit on behalf of the Premier stated:
The State government today unveiled an innovative strategy to halve the waiting lists for elective surgery in
Victoria's public hospitals by the end of the year.
The Premier .... detailed the plan, which will mean that undue waiting lists for elective surgery in public
hospitals will be a thing of the past ...

Honourable members concede that the government has made promises that it has had
great difficulty in honouring, particularly in the area of waiting lists. It is evident to the
House and to the people interested in health that if the public wants health services it
must demand those services. One wonders how the private and public sectors can get
together to provide the public with the services they need.
A press release dated 9 September 1987 from the Private Hospitals Association of
Victoria, under the heading "New Deal for privately insured patients" states:
... the association had endorsed the initiative of Health Australia in increasing its top and intermediate benefits
to its members by an average of 12 per cent on all tables.
The move means that people with private health insurance can be treated in private hospitals without facing a
big gap between hospital costs and health insurance rebates.

In reality, the press release can be reduced to two relevant paragraphs:
The public and the medical profession in this State have a choice. They can either support a dual system of
both public and private hospitals or suffer a State-controlled public hospital system.
There are 27 000 patients on waiting lists for treatment in Victoria's public hospitals while more than 2000
beds in private hospitals are constantly empty.

Only 62 per cent of all beds are being used and in the public system we have 1600 beds
that are not being used at anyone time because of staffing problems and other attitudes to
providing services. We also have 2000 fully funded and fully active beds in the private
system that could be used. The press release continues:
Victorian private hospitals provide treatment and care equal if not superior to hospitals in the public sector
and it is a shame that people with private health insurance have had such large out-of-pocket payments.
For this reason, we see beds which truly belong to Victorians who cannot afford health insurance clogged up
with private patients-people who would prefer to go to a private hospital.
Unless other Victorian health funds respond to our challenge as Health Australia has done and improve their
upper level rebates, they will be jeopardising the health care of all Victorians.

This clearly illustrates the situation within the health system. The private health system
has 2000 unused beds, which is a classic example of the inefficiency and mismanagement
of the government. The press release states that the Commonwealth government will
match the State's contribution to health services, and if that is the case, the Minister for
Health should rid this State of the waiting list for elective surgery and other cases.
Probably the most classic case of waste and mismanagement that has been highlighted
in recent tImes occurred at the Royal Women's Hospital. Recently my daughter qualified
in midwifery at that hospital and with m_uc.h pleasure she shovved me around the hospita1,
including the nursery, and I noted the attitudes of different people there.
My daughter showed me the school in which midwifery classes are carried out. It is a
beautiful old school in Carlton which has been refurbished and is being used magnificently.
She also pointed out the new cafeteria built at a cost of $1·2 million. In 1986 the
Governor of Victoria opened that cafeteria. It was built with the help of public funds, but
it has never served a meal. It will take another $200 000 to overcome the union complaints
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about steps, doors and so on before the bans on the building will be lifted. One should ask
why sensible negotiation was not carried out in the first place.
This hospital and other hospitals in the State need neonatal facilities urgently. At any
one time only one ventilator cot is available, and it is available on an average of only one
day in seven. One would think that the $1·2 million might have been better spent on
providing those facilities rather than on construction disputes at the Royal Women's
Hospital.
The honourable member for Benambra raised the issue of the public hospital at Bright.
It is a clear issue of mismanagement. The hospital for acute cases is six months old and

was built at a cost of $2 million. On one floor the bureaucrats are asking the hospital
management to increase the capacity and spend more money in developing the operating
theatres, yet on another floor a group of people are trying to close the hospital down and
turn it into a community health centre.
The honourable member for Bennettswood mentioned the snow season and the lack of
interest shown by the Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources in the Mount
Stirling area. One would have thought that the Minister would have been interested in the
situation at Bright, where thousands of people go on their way to the mountains in winter
and summer and yet the Bright public hospital is in difficulty. Many of those tourists may
need attention from that hospital.
Before the last election the Cain government promised that in its next term of office it
would provide more than 1000 hospital beds in Melbourne and the outer suburbs. This
did not occur, and there is a net closure of beds in this State. The government is proposing
to sell the hospital at Bright and to sell off other hospitals.
I will concede that activities have taken place to move hospitals to Clayton, but as all
honourable members know, that was an initiative of the former government. The former
government was aware of the golden triangle between the Maroondah area, the city and
Frankston where there has been a lack of public beds. Enormous pressure has been placed
on Health Department Victoria to provide resources in that area.
During the debate the honourable member for Brighton raised the issue of the Budget
and showed how it has blown out in certain areas. He highlighted the claim that overruns
for recurrent expenditure in 1984-85 amounted to $55 million.
The first of the two factors the Government claimed were responsible for the overrun
was higher spending on hospitals arising from increased usage of public hospitals under
Medicare. This just cannot be true. As the honourable member for Brighton pointed out,
from 1982 until now there has been a decrease of 14 000 in the number of inpatients; the
number of outpatients has decreased by 105 000, and outpatient attendances have decreased
by 232000. Therefore, the Treasurer and the Premier must have prayed to Irene Bolger
every night to thank her for being their scapegoat, and for what she put back into the
economy in saved wages during the nurses' strike.
If one examines the productivity of the health system over the past twelve months, one
sees it has failed dramatically. The government was set to achieve some $35 million in
productivity savings in the health sector, but because of mismanagement, lack of
cooperation and sheer arrogance by Health Department Victoria, it failed to meet its own
Budget goals, and only $8 million was saved, so it failed by only 77 per cent! That makes
a mockery of this productivity situation that the Treasurer and the Premier have pleasure
in telling us about, particularly in the health system.

Another problem for the government lies in the area of education and, specifically,
TAFE colleges. In the first year the colleges appeared to be operating efficiently, but three
years on it will be impossible for the Ministry of Education to meet these increasing
productivity demands. In this case there was a staggering $27 million shortfall in the
colleges' management structure.
Session 1987-35
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Another format of the Budget that seems to have come into vogue this year is the use of
different sections, without programs bein~ identified. For example, the Minister for Health
will make an announcement about a partIcular program but one will not find that program
listed in the Budget documents.
A recent front-page newspaper article by the honourable member for Frankston North
stated that $110 000 would be provided over three years for staff for the Peninsula
Psychiatric Service, a support service in which I have been involved for some time. When
I rang up the appropriate officer at Health Department Victoria he said, "You will find it
under item 384". Item 384 includes a $1·3 million program for expansion of communityoased psychiatric assessment and treatment services for all age groups and expansion of
psychological rehabilitation services.
. That is what it says, and it would appear that the staffing allocation for the psychiatric
service I mentioned is covered by that $110000. The claim is that the Minister for Health
will be putting out these press releases telling the community what it will receive from the
health sector of the Budget rather than enabling people to look it up in the Budget
documents.
The Premier comes into the House and treats Opposition members as though they were
children and as though they were not involved in the actual process of government, when
it is the Premier's fault for wanting to close down the Parliamentary process completely.
Among other things, Parliament is now sitting for shorter hours. The government made
great play to the public through the media about the number of hours Parliament has been
sitting during the 1980s.
I consulted the Victorian Year Book of 1971. Until 1973 this House sat for less than
1000 hours in three years but from 1979 the number of hours increased to over 2000. I
attempted to ascertain what has happened in the past three or four years-the number of
hours is decreasing. After the 1979 election an issue was made of the fact that the House
had not sat for six months; Parliament had sat for 21 weeks that year, but the Labor Party
made much of the number of hours Parliament had sat.
Years later the boot is on the other foot. What do Victorians need Parliament for-to
keep it quiet, shut it down and go home?
I have a special interest in health issues, particularly waiting lists. Recent Victorian
statistics disclose that the waitin$ time for a kidney operation at the Royal Melbourne
Hospital is 7·7 months. The waitIng period for orthopaedic surgery is 19 months at the
Maroondah Hospital and twelve and a half months at the Frankston Community Hospital.
One must wait nine and a half months for neurosurgery at the Maribyrnong Medical
Centre, 8·8 months for plastic surgery at the Royal Melbourne Hospital, and 6·9 months
for similar surgery at Geelong HospItal. The waiting period for eye and nose surgery is
10·6 months at the Goulburn Valley hospital and the waiting period for eye surgery at
Dandenong and District Hospital is a staggering 45 months. The shadow Minister for
Health, in another place, Mr Birrell stated:
Total waiting lists for pain relieving surgery are far too high and are much worse now than they were in 1985
when John Cain promised to halve them.

That has not been done. It seems that the total commitment has changed, with the
Minister hiding the facts. It is difficult to obtain information from Health Department
Victoria and information is being released without prior consultation.
The SPEAKER-Order! I advise the House that the annual meeting of the
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association will be held this evening at 7.30 p.m. in the
Legislative Council committee room. I shall resume the Chair on the ringing of the bells.

The sitting was suspended at 6.13 p.m. until 8.14 p.m.
Mr STEGGALL (Swan Hill)-I join the Budget debate as one of the few rural politicians
in this place. If one had listened to the remarks of the Premier earlier today one may have
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wondered whether Victoria contained a rural sector. From the Premier's speech one would
be led to believe the people of Victoria are enjoying the spoils of Labor governments, both
State and Federal and, from all the glowing terms and objectives the Premier used, one
might be forgiven for believing that there was a different Victoria out in the community
from the one mentioned by him.
The Premier, together with the Treasurer and many other members of the government
party, made great play about Victoria having had the lowest unemployment figures in
Australia for the past 51 months. That is true; one cannot deny it. It is a benefit to the
State that only 5·7 per cent of the work force is unemployed.
However, I represent a large electorate in northern Victoria which has an unemployment
rate of between 14 and 16 per cent. The conditions that are said to prevail in Victoria do
not spread throughout the length and breadth of the State.
In his contribution this afternoon, the Premier spoke about investment. Basically the
investment about which he spoke involves paper money-stocks and shares, and shortterm bonds. The investment does not seem to be involved in production or manufacturing
and, as was pointed out last night, Australia is very short on capital growth and
development.
That worries country people because they see the existing capital development dwindling
and not being replaced. Capital development is not occurring because of the terms of trade
in primary industry and the downturn in provincial centres of many vital light industrial
and small business operations.
The Premier and the government, as well as the Federal Treasurer, make great play
about the fact that the only way this country will get on its feet economically is through
the growth of manufactured products. Although Australia needs manufactured products
to place it on an upward trend-as I believe it is-no-one should believe for 1 minute that
manufactured products will replace primary products and the role primary industries play
in the economy.
After listening to the remarks of the Premier and the Treasurer, one might believe the
role of primary industry is not important. I assure honourable members that primary
industry is important and, although the government is not interested in the primary sector,
it still exists and will exist at the end when the whips are cracking.
A disappointing area-although lip-service has been paid to it-is the development of
the add-on factor for the primary product. There are many areas where work on this
should have taken place, and I instance the wool industry. Australia leads the world in the
production of wool. It leads the world not only as a producer of fine merino fibre, but also
in the research and technical developments adopted by various wool industries throughout
the world.
Many types of manufacturing machinery have been developed in the Australian wool
industry and exported around the world. Processes such as carding, combing, drying,
permanent-pleating and shrink-proofing have been developed in Australia and sold
internationally.
The International Wool Secretariat has played a significant role in this area. Australia
must attempt to develop a manufacturing industry of some note and I believe it has the
potential to develop a scouring and carding industry so that carding slivers can be sold
throughout the world. If this government does not attempt to assist in the development of
an industry such as that, the next government should.
I was involved in the wool industry and I know that Australians have the expertise to
develop a manufacturing base. The 40 per cent of export earnings that the rural sector
provides for the benefit of Australians is vital. Although the Federal and State governments
have not come to grips with primary industry or provincial cities and towns, I can report
to the House that those honourable members who represent provincial areas have ajob to
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do and will do it and that the desires and needs of country people will be heard in this
Chamber.
The role of a country member of Parliament is quite different from that of a city member
of Parliament. My electorate contains fifteen major communities and covers the whole
spectrum of society. In the past three years, in particular, I have spent an enormous
amount of time defending those things that country people take for granted, such as the
Police Force, hospitals, schools, roads, local councils and other government institutions.
I find that I have to defend or justify almost all country services every week of the year
so that Melbourne bureaucrats and Ministers understand the requirements of rural Victoria.
Country people cannot understand why the government is putting to the test almost all
country services. It would not be so bad if the bureaucracy were willing to work with the
local country communities and learn to understand their needs and desires, but instead
they use shock tactics. This was again apparent during the past few weeks when transport
authorities attempted to sell the Swan Hill swimming pool and water storage.
Rural people have also been under pressure because of the use in agriculture of chemicals,
particularly because of organochlorine residues detected by meat inspectors in the United
States of America. For the United States to criticise Australian producers for having
chemical residues is like the pot calling the kettle black. The Americans should test their
domestic meat for chemical residues.
Last week the Minister for Agriculture and Rural Affairs made a Ministerial statement
on chemical residues. The Minister said that the government will examine the issue of
chemical residues and try to solve some of the problems. The government said it would
expand the testing and sampling of chemical residues in foodstuffs, not just meat but also
fruit, vegetables, and dairy products.
That is an appropriate procedure to adopt. However, the government has dodged the
issue-as was shown by the Premier's answer during question time two weeks ago-of
testing imported foodstuffs. There is one standard for food produced in this country and
another standard for food that is imported.
The Minister announced the establishment of the food quality assurance program that
will survey major foodstuffs weekly on a regional basis as they enter the market chain. The
Minister further stated:
We will need to include samples of sheepmeats and develop similar traceback arrangements for sheep as apply
to cattle.
. . . involve industry, statutory authorities and State government departments ... require the Department of
Agriculture and Rural Affairs to follow up with field investigations and, where necessary, action on problem
farms; and extension and education programs to producers and distributors associated with all the major food
industries.

The Minister went on to say that the government will target areas where problems with
chemical residues are prone to occur. The Minister said it was the tip of the iceberg
because the chemical treatment of soils and animals occurs throughout the world, and
Australia is no exception.
The education system has taught that the use of chemicals is appropriate, as has the
Department of Agriculture and Rural Affairs. Society has come to rely on the use of
chemicals to produce cheap foodstuffs. Australia has the cheapest food in the Western
World.
The Budget did not mention any provision offunds for research into producing foodstuffs
without chemicals. I hope the Premier and the Minister for Agriculture and Rural Affairs
examine that area. It will be difficult to achieve a chemical-free food base, but it can be
done. Other Western nations have food bars in supermarkets where chemical-free food is
sold and the price mark-up for that food is at least 50 per cent above that paid for normal
food. If the community is to address the issue of chemical residues in the food chain,
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which is of vital importance to all of us, it is extremely important that Victoria and,
indeed, Australia, carries out the appropriate research.
Throughout the Western World since the turn of the century farmers have lost the skill
to farm without the use of chemicals. Throughout the State and nation farmers are
producing food that is totally free of all chemicals. These people were joked about and
laughed at in a number of circles-and especially by the Department of Agriculture and
Rural Affairs-until the run-in with the Americans hit the headlines recently. I hope the
next State Budget, if the present Treasurer is still in office, will include an allocation of
funds for research into chemical residues in food.
Trials could be run in Rutherglen, the Wimmera, Horsham, Walpeup, and Mincha on
the Tragowel Plains. At present a salinity study is being carried out on those plains. The
Minister for Agriculture and Rural Affairs, the Department of Agriculture and Rural
Affairs and I have been involved in discussions that have led to the introduction of a trial
on a small area designated as chemical free. On this trial area no superphosphate or any
other type of chemical is to be used.
The Swan Hill electorate has been enjoying a good season. There have been no droughts
or floods and the crops are healthy. Everything is looking good.

Mr J asper- How is the wine industry?
Mr STEGGALL-The wine industry is reasonable this year. To the surprise of the
honourable member for Murray Valley, 90 per cent of the grapes produced for wine
production in Victoria come from the Mildura and Swan Hill areas.
The Mallee farmers have come under enormous pressure during the past few years.
Their fortune has turned around and they are having a good season for the second year in
a row. They have suffered from an internationally low price for grain but they are managing
to hold their own. Many families that have been under tremendous stress are restructuring
their operations and leaving the Mallee, or they are restructuring their operations so that
they can be maintained by future generations. I am pleased with the way the restructure is
heading.
I am sorry the Minister for Water Resources is not in the Chamber tonight because I a~
sure he would enjoy my comments on the water industry. An area of grave concern IS
irrigation and stock and domestic services in the Wimmera-Mallee and other northern
Victorian areas. Water charges in country areas do not come under the 6 per cent target
set by the government and are not in line with increases in the consumer price index.
This year country farmers are saddled with a 9 per cent increase in water rates, which is
unfortunate because currently the irrigation industry is financially weak and is starting to
reel from the high impost of water charges. The charges bear no relationship to the ability
of the farmers to produce an economic return in those districts.
In 1984-85, in the government's financial package, water charges were to be increased
by 18 per cent. The National Party argued and fought strongly against that proposal in this
and another place but were beaten when the Liberal Party voted with the Labor Party.
After three years, the water charges have increased by 30 per cent!
In 1984, the Minister for Water Resources did not mention the $4 billion asset that was
supposedly associated with the Rural Water Commission. The Minister also did not
discuss or debate current cost depreciation accounting methods or some of the other fancy
accounting tricks introduced by the government into the irrigation industry. The Minister
has released press statements claiming that the irrigation industry has been subsidised to
the tune of approximately $31 million. Therefore, he claims that the $overnment has the
right to increase water charges-above increases in the consumer pnce index and the, 6
per cent target set by the government for any increase in government taxes or chargeS-In
an effort to reclaim some of that $31 million.
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Can the Minister identify the areas to which some of that $31 million has been
transferred? Of course he cannot because the $31 million is a figment of his imagination
and a result of the cheap accounting methods that the government has introduced. The
Minister also said that water rates needed to be increased by 50 per cent and not 9 per cent
to try to get the $104 million out of the irrigation industry and a far ~eater amount to
service the debt on the $4 billion asset created by current cost depreciatIon.
Current cost accounting is a fascinating operation that is associated with the rate of
return reporting introduced by the government. No doubt it will become a permanent
feature of the public sector and we will have to become used to it and understand how it
works. The effect of current cost accounting on the Goulburn Murray Irrigation District,
which is the major irrigation district that covers the area from Shepparton to Swan Hill, is
that its total revenue last year was $23·5 million. Its total operations, covering maintenance,
head office administration-to keep the Melbourne office operating-and centre
administration, totalled approximately $24 million while its current cost depreciation
return on assets was approximately $23 million.
The Wimera-Mallee Waterworks District, which supplies water for stock and domestic
use, had total revenue for 1986-87 of$7·481 million. It returned a profit on its operations
of approximately $2 million. After all its costs are paid, it has a current cost depreciation
of $5 million. One is flying with the fairies if one believes that operation will ever be
funded.
Another small district I shall mention is the Tyntynder North Rural Waterworks District
to the north of Swan Hill. That district has a total revenue of $192 000. It runs at a profit
after paying maintenance fees and overheads and its share of the famous $68 million.
However, the current cost depreciation for the district is $249 000, which is approximately
$60 000 more than its generated revenue.
The Minister for Water Resources has arrived in the Chamber. Perhaps I can have an
extension of time to repeat my remarks.
Rate of return reporting has a number of problems, and the Minister would agree with
that. For example, every year, the assets of the Rural Water Commission must be valued.
The Minister has ~one off the track by using all the assets of the irrigation operation and
charging them agamst the irrigator. The Minister knows that they do not belong there. If I
had a little more time, I could explain the history of irrigation in the northern district and
how it has had a social and economic benefit to the State far beyond its cost.
Under this system, consumers must put aside money to meet the cost of the replacement
of some of the assets that have a life span of 100 to 200 years. The money that is put aside
is not put into a revenue account; it is swallowed up in general revenue and becomes a
revenue-raising tax. There is no guarantee that the assets of the Rural Water Commission
will be replaced.
The secondary uses associated with the irrigation area are not costed under the current
method. I refer to the charge for conservation and environmental aspects of water,
recreation and tourism, salinity charges, the South Australian requirement and the urban
requirements for towns in Victoria and New South Wales.
Much more will be said in the debate on water charges and the role water will play in
this State. I am sorry I have run out of time to fully canvass the problems associated with
the water industry in this State.
Mr HEFFERNAN (Ivanhoe)-The presentation of the Budget is an important time for
both the government and the Opposition. It provides the government with an opportunity
for self-criticism and self-evaluation of the direction in which it is going. It provides the
Opposition with the opportunity of evaluating and, at times, criticising the government's
performance. It also provides an opportunity of asking unpleasant and embarrassing
questions of the government. It is a time to call the government to account and to point
out some of the future trends and the improvements the government needs to make.
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When I consider the achievements of the government, I think of paper, paper and more
paper. When will the paper war stop? I see fiv:e years of reports and recommendations to
the government; I see five years of cover-ups, but I see little action except for the sale of
the assets of this State.
I shall comment on the sale of the State's assets in light of the Premier's strong attack
on past Liberal governments. It was the work done by 27 years of Liberal government that
allowed this government to sell off assets to the value of $1 billion. Those assets were
accumulated by past generations of taxpayers. That is an achievement of past Liberal
governments, and the Premier should be embarrassed that this government's management
of the State warrants those assets being sold off to finance the government's works. That
does not fit in with the philosophy of the Labor Party, but it is happening.
I strongly criticise what the government has done with reference to employment and
other areas it is supposed to be managing in an economical way. The lack of consultation
with the people about the sale of the State's assets will, in the long term, be the downfall of
the government. Because of the selling off of assets, the people of Victoria are beginning to
wake up to what is going on.
The Premier has the cheek to say that the Opposition has been infiltrated by the new
right. One must Question where members of the new right are when the Prime Minister,
Mr Hawke, and the Federal Treasurer, Mr Keating, are selling off the assets of this country,
which is totally contrary to the philosophy of the Labor Party. It is amazing how they can
put aside their philosophy to achieve thelr goals. There should be many red faces on the
government side of the House.
I shall now refer to the famous social justice strategy of which the government is so
proud. Where is it? What has been achieved by the strategy the government pushed when
it first came to power? Absolutely nothing! Five years ago, the Cain government came to
power on the strength of its concern for the poor, the needy and the disadvantaged in the
community, but where is the action? What are the results? I challenge members of the
government to bring into this House one person who is better off financially than he was
five years ago. They could not find one person.
After five years of delays, reports, recommendations and shillyshaJlying, what did we
get-another report, more paper and more promises. What use is that to the disadvantaged
families who voted for this ~overnment in good faith? One cannot eat a report; one cannot
live in a report. The best thlng one can do with a report is burn it as at least it would then
provide warmth for those in need of it. That is all the poor people have got from this
government.
After five years of the Cain government, the poor and disadvantaged in the community
could be forgiven for thinking that they have been conned. They are in more need than
ever before. The government is creating more hardship than any other previous government
in this State.
At the same time, the government repeatedly states, as did the Premier today, that the
government is doing a marvellous job. The government's social justice strategy, about
which it has produced reports on numerous occasions, is not feasible because finance is
not available to implement it. The government has now resorted to cheap tricks.
An example is the $60 handout to low-income families for education. Is this the way the
government intends to improve the lot of children living in poverty? I wonder how the
Minister for Water Resources, who is at the table, reacts to that. The government intends
to provide an expanding system of education and training in this way.
I remind the Minister for Water Resources that the government has to produce the
results; when the Opposition is in government next year, it will then have the responsibility.
I hope the Minister for Water Resources will not lose his seat because he may have
difficulty getting a job! The government is more concerned about covering its mistakes
and exercising its public relations fraud than it is in helping those who elected it.
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In 1985 the Premier promised to establish, by the end of his government's second term
in office, a youth guarantee to assist unemployed youth in Victoria, by providing an option
offurther study, work or training for those between fifteen and eighteen years-of-age. The
scheme was announced on a grand scale but it was rather a rash promise.
The numbers of fifteen to nineteen-year-olds looking for part-time or full-time work
increased by 5200 from 40 800 in February 1985 to 46 000 in February 1987; from 40 200
in March 1985 to 41 200 in March 1987; and from 33 200 in April 1985 to 35800 in April
1987.
The figures of fifteen to nineteen-year-olds seeking only full-time employment show
increases of 800, 1620 and 1700 for March, April and May 1987 respectively, yet the
Premier today was telling the House about unemployment trends in this State. Figures for
fifteen to nineteen-year-olds seeking part-time work show a similar trend, with the March
and April figures increasing by 200 and 980 respectively.
A report on the Youth Guarantee Scheme for December 1986, which was released
recently, was accompanied by a photograph of the smiling Minister for Labour, and
included an advertising feature of the work involved. It stated that the unemployment
rate for the entire teenage population, according to the Australian Bureau of Statistics, had
decreased by 50 per cent over the past three years. The Minister said that the figure was 9
per cent in 1982 and that it had fallen to 4·7 per cent by 1986. The Minister for Water
Resources, who is at the table, probably remembers that; the Minister for Labour said that
it had fallen to 4·7 per cent.
According to the Australian Bureau of Statistics, the unemployment rate for fifteen to
nineteen-year-olds was 16·5 per cent in May 1986, almost four times the figure published
by the Mlnister for Labour, and repeated by him on television and radio. One wonders
how long the public can put up with this complete con trick!
This deliberate falsification of unemployment rates has been repeated in the Budget
speech. The unemployment rate for teenagers has increased from 9 per cent in 1982, under
the former Liberal government, to 16·5 per cent in 1986-almost four times the figure
quoted by the Minister for Labour, who is an actuary-honourable members know what
an actuary can do in falsification of figures.
The Minister for Labour has misled Parliament on the term "unemployment rate". The
Australian Bureau of Statistics defines "unemployment rate" as "the number of unemployed
expressed as a percentage of the labour force in the sameroup". The Minister for Labour
has produced figures which have been distorted an falsified by his definition of
"unemployment rate" as the number of unemployed expressed as a percentage of the total
civilian population in the same group.
The figures produced by the Minister for Labour are a misrepresentation of the Victorian
situation and I ask the Cain government how long it expects Victorians to tolerate being
fed this sort of rubbish. These figures are completely distorted. The Minister for Labour
should inform Parliament of the real guarantees of the Youth Guarantee Scheme. Where
do his figures come from? I hope the Minister for Labour has an opportunity of explaining.
An apprenticeship drive was announced by the government in 1985-86; in that year,
3632 apprentices were indentured, representlng 144 fewer than those indentured under
the former Liberal government. The Minister for Labour has deliberately distorted the
facts by obtaining figures favourable to the government, and disguising the real situation.
The number of apprenticeships is fewer than it was under the former Liberal government,
yet Victorians are beginning to believe the government, and that worries me.
The Opposition wonders whether the people of Victoria are starting to believe these
statistics, with the continual press reports and advertising by the government. The Minister
for Labour has quoted statistics of the number of young people who commenced
probationary employment, not those who were finally indentured-there is a difference.
When those people take up their indentures, the figures decrease.
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Figures quoted by the government indicate that the largest number of apprentices
commenced probationary employment in 1986, but the largest number of cancellations
occurred in that year. These facts are not being produced by the Minister for Labour and
are not being brought to the public's attention. In 1986, 349 people cancelled their
apprenticeships in their final year of training while the number of cancellations in 1981-82,
under the former Liberal government, was 331. The Minister for Labour continues to
project a false image, despite the 1986 figure indicating that the situation was not as good
as it was during the final stages of the former Liberal government.
In 1985-86, 144 fewer indentures were taken up than in the last year of the Liberal
government. The Youth Guarantee Scheme represents another attempt by the government
to mislead Victorians. A similar falsification occurred with the government's analysis of
the long-term unemployed.
The House should be concerned about the long-term unemployed youth. I shall quote
from an article in the Age of 10 September 1987, which states:
Or Sheila Bonnell said the figure used by the State government was about halfthe real number of young longterm unemployed.
Dr Bonnell said ABS figures showed that 12 900 young people aged 15-19 had been jobless for more than six
months.

Yet the Minister for Labour continually states that Victoria has only 6000 unemployed. It
is a total lie and a misrepresentation of the true position. It is another example of the way
this government is attempting to deceive Victorians. That position is clear if one examines
the youth guarantee progress report of December 1986. To illustrate the supposedly strong
youth employment growth in Victoria the report is accompanied by a graph showing
Victoria's employment position.
The graph is not only totally irrelevant to youth unemployment but it is also a classic
example of a device called the "Gee Whiz" chart by Huff and Geis in their book How to

Lie with Statistics.

The Minister has used this device to mislead Victorians about the report; it is used to
exaggerate small differences. The graph shows that overall Victorian employment has
risen by 3·5 per cent in two years.
I raise this point to illustrate the way in which certain members of the government are
seeking to disguise the fact that the Youth Guarantee Scheme has been a resounding
failure, both in financial terms and in its impact on youth unemployment.
For a total government expenditure of $17·4 million unemployment among fifteen to
nineteen-year-olds has increased by 2600 from April 1985 to April 1987.
Mr Kennedy-What is the alternative?
Mr HEFFERNAN-The alternative for the government would have been to provide
each unemployed teenager in 1985 with $524 to do something on their own initiative. The
government has wasted $17·4 million on the Youth Guarantee Scheme, a scheme which
the government said would overcome Victoria's unemployment problems.

Instead what do we have? More glossy brochures! The Minister had his little party at
the Rialto-one cannot help but be sarcastic-for the first graduates of the Youth Guarantee
Scheme. One would have thought that everything was rosy. However, the Minister's
extravagance and incorrect claims made on radio and television about the success of the
scheme should be an embarrassment to him. So long as these exercises in public relations
fraud continue-and I can think of no other term-there can be no real appraisal of the
scheme and no genuine attempts to rectify the problems inherent in it.
Instead of trying to paper over the devastating cracks in the scheme, the government
should examine honestly the real reasons for its failure. The government is dealing with
Victoria's youth and it is about time it came to grips with the problem. The government
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has a moral obligation to the taxpayer not to continue wasting money on a scheme that is
not working.
The Youth Guarantee Scheme is not working for several reasons, but the main one is
the Labor Party's commitment to big government, big spending and the absorption of the
unemployed into the Public Service. This is completely at odds with the philosophy
underlying the Youth Guarantee Scheme as it was originally proposed.
A similar scheme outlined by the Commonwealth Expert Group, chaired by Peter
Kirby, the originator of the Youth Guarantee Scheme, stresses the need for major
involvement by the private sector, trade unions and community groups. The government
was advised to provide the lead, to establish and maintain a propitious environment and
to give direct assistance. I repeat, the role of government is to provide a lead and to
provide the right environment for growth and change.
However, the report explicitly warns against the course taken by the government when
it states:
.
Arbitrary increases in public sector pay rolls ... diminish efficiency without creating sustainable employment.
And in any event, they merely disguise rather than solve the underlying problem of imbalance between the
supply of and the demand for labour.

There it is in a nutshell: Udisguise rather than solve the underlying problem." That is
exactly what the government has been doing. It is continuing to disguise the problem and
failing to come grips with it. It is exactly what I said earlier about papering over the cracks.
I turn now to the optional early retirement scheme. The progress report of December
1986 claims that retirements are increasingly being matched wth recruitment of young
people in departments and agencies of the State Public Service. That is a bit hard to
swallow because the government is attempting to say that a senior public servant will be
replaced by a teenager straight from school.
There has certainly been a welcomed increase in the number of early retirements.
Between January 1986 and January 1987 some 2215 people accepted early retirement.
However, my research indicates that most of those who retired early were in high-income
brackets. Were those senior people replaced by unemployed teenagers? No-one knows.
Unfortunately, the impact of the scheme cannot be assessed because, so far as I know,
no follow-up has been done on these people to ascertain, firstly, whether they returned to
the workforce in either full-time or part-time capacities; secondly, whether the vacancies
created were filled or simply resulted in an overall staffing reduction; and, thirdly, if they
were filled, whether they were filled by young people or mature workers. In any case, a
glance at the youth unemployment statistics reveals the impact of the optional retirement
scheme. There is no impact.
The report of the Commonwealth Expert Group suggests the removal of barriers to the
absorption of the unemployed through the labour market. I am referring here to the open
labour market, not the Public Service, and that is where the scheme has gone wrong.
In the original youth guarantee report of April 1985 the government promised to arran~e
tripartite conferences with the private sector to explore the development of traineeshlp
arrangements.
In January 1987, only 11·6 per cent of the 968 trainees who had been employed were in
the private sector; and by March 1987, 1205 trainees had been employed, of whom only
11·6 per cent were in the private sector. That represents a total of only 138 trainees since
the start of the scheme.
Then there were the skills centres. The government recreated the skills centres but they
also have failed. They are no longer running as skills centres for unemployed and untrained
youth. They have been removed from that area and are now involved in adult training
and retraining. The government failed to deliver the training to enable them to do the job
they were set up to do.
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The government must channel its direction in youth training and youth involvement
into the private sector. I have heard so many speakers indicating the need for the
government to become involved in the expenditure of taxpayers' money to stimulate the
economy. The government cannot get itself involved in the spending area which belongs
to the private sector. It is important that the Labor government removes itself from the
expenditure into which it has now locked itself so as to allow the private sector to take up
the gap in the deregulation of the labour market for youth, including the abolition of
penalty rates. They are, the areas the government must be concerned with. There must be
more encouragement for pieceworkers. I am happy to say that the last Budget speech
indicated that the government is taking some action in the areas of WorkCare and payroll
tax.
I do not understand why the government has implemented the Youth Guarantee Scheme
while ignoring one of its central tenets, namely, the importance of the private sector, which
I just highlighted. The government has spent $17·4 million so far on the scheme and has
seen no results; the government has made a mistake. I now ask the government to assess
the future of the Youth Guarantee Scheme.
Does the government intend to learn by its mistakes? I say optimistically that I hope
the government will learn from its mistakes. This year it is spending $16·3 million, almost
as much as it spent since 1985, the date when the scheme originated until now, but with
what results? Unless the government can prove this scheme will make an impact on youth
unemployment in the State it will be throwing good money after bad, and the money
would be better spent elsewhere.
Mr COLEMAN (Syndal)-I am cognisant of some of the criticism levelled at the
government in this Chamber, in the community and in the press generally. As the
honourable member for Ivanhoe has indicated, we have seen a case constructed on
publicity, on hype, on the production of reports of all kinds, the promotion of Ministers
and, through them, their departments, in areas that are non-productive to the State.
Because of that we have a community that is becoming concerned at the material produced.
That material is costly to produce and not accepted by the community in many areas.

Over a number of years this has led to the government becoming one of the biggest
vendors of State assets. Asset sales have totalled $1·2 billion and much of that amount has
been used for recurrent spending and is no longer available to contribute to the operations
of the State.
Very little of that $1·2 billion has been used for debt requirement, and we are saddled
with the debts and servicing costs. The government is committing future generations to
continuing high taxation.
The policy that is being pursued is wrong for this generation and for future generations.
Further sales of$200 million of the State's assets will take place; some of those assets have
probably served their useful life. One would have expected there to be a full declaration
prior to those sales taking place so that the community would know that they were being
sold and could have some say in the way in which they were to be subsequently used. That
is indicative of what should have occurred not only in the metropolitan area but also in
many of the country areas.
On a number of occasions, vital community assets have been committed for sale but
have been withdrawn only because the public in the areas concerned became aware of the
potential sales and were able to convince the government that those assets were still
required. That is indicative of the way this sell offhas been attempted.
The statutory authorities have been used as taxing offices. The impact offundraising by
the government has now been taken from the Budget altogether.
According to the Budget, the statutory authorities are being taxed to the tune of$2·372
billion; a very substantial amount. Many of those authorities have gone from the situation,
when the government came to office, of having substantial reserves which were used
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almost axiomatically to ease the pressure of rate increases. Whatever rates were charged,
be they Board of Works rates or gas and fuel rates, the statutory authorities were using
their reserves to cushion the impact of inflationary pressure but they are now fully expected
to respond to the vagaries of the market.
The Gas and Fuel Corporation in 1985-86 had 41·5 per cent of its income devoted to
debt services and State taxes. In 1981-82 that figure was only 17·9 per cent. The State
Electricity Commission for 1986-87 had 57·2 per cent of its income devoted to debt
services and State taxes. In 1981-82 that figure was 40·1 per cent. In 1986-87, 58·9 per
cent of the total income of the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works was used for
debt servicing and State taxation. In 1981-82, the amount was 41·7 per cent.
The three principal authorities with which the 'average family in this State has contact
on a continuing basis are: the Gas and Fuel Corporation of Victoria, the State Electricity
Commission of Victoria, and the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works. In each
case, in the years between 1981-82 and 1986-87 the increases have been in the order of 17
and 18 per cent.
That has meant that the people obtaining services from those authorities have been
required to pay considerably more in order that those organisations remain viable.
When the government came to office, the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
had reserves of $186 million, which represented a considerable percentage of its total
outgoings. That amount was earning interest and was to be used to benefit the ratepayers
of the City of Melbourne by taking their water through the board's system and for other
purposes.
During the time that the government has been in office, that entire reserve has been
taken away from the board in taxes. The board has been forced into the open market and
is now borrowing a proportion of that amount to fund its tax. That is a method that cannot
be sustained for very long; ratepayers are being forced to fund the government's taxation.
The government should either allow the board to increase its rates to compensate for
the full impact of the taxation or the government should reduce the taxation being levied
on the board. This is one instance of the impact of the depletion of previous reserves on
ratepayers.
The Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works has had a "ten months' year" to
enable it to collect its revenue early. Its financial year would normally finish at the end of
October but this year it will finish at the end of August. Claims have been made that the
board's rate has dropped. If any honourable member has had any correspondence from a
constituent who has received his account and gone through it, that constituent will have
told the honourable member that there has been an increase of 5·6 per cent and not a
reduction as the government has claimed. That is another deception.
The Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works has been responsible for the
development of metropolitan parks transferred to it. For the first time, Parliament will be
leaving a legacy of the same order that our forefathers left with the parks of inner Melbourne.
It is a wonderful concept, but it ought to be the responsibility of the government. The
responsibility has been transferred to the bulk of ratepayers, both for the purchase of sites
and the maintenance of the parklands.
Jells Park, in an area close to my electorate, is a popular area used by many people. Over
the summer months, it is a usetul recreation area; many thousands of people gather there
and use the facilities provided. No charges are imposed. One should ask: should charges
be imposed on people who are using those facilities? Should the park be the responsibility
of the ratepayers of the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works? Should they
provide those facilities for the use of everyone in the metropolis?
I shall refer to the reaction of the government· to home loans. There is a very tight
market in Victoria, as all honourable members will recognise. It is most apparent
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from the Federal Budget which was brought down last night that the Federal government
recognises the problem. The Federal Budget provides for a reintroduction of the tax
concession which will encourage people to reinvest in the property market. It has taken
approximately two years for the Federal government to recognise that that tax concession
is an essential benefit to people investing in the rental property market.
Honourable members should examine the performance of the Victorian government on
housing during the period it has been in office.
Mr Cain-Brilliant!
Mr COLEMAN-Absolutely brilliant! In March 1982, 18 per cent of average mean
income was required to service a normal housing loan. In March 1987-and this is
brilliant-the amount required is 28·7 per cent. There has been an increase of 10 per cent
of average mean income required to actually put a roof over one's head.
Mr Cain-You had them out in tents and caravans-you did not care about them!
Mr COLEMAN-The Premier's reaction is: let them live in tents. That is really the
way he has approached it. The government has done nothing to try to hold the lid on the
interest rates people pay when trying to purchase their homes. I reiterate that the percentage
increase was 18 per cent to 28·7 per cent. That is not a proud record for any government,
yet the Premier is prepared to say: let them live in tents. That is an indication of the way
the government approaches this issue.
Mr Cain-That's what you did!
Mr COLEMAN-In the eastern suburbs, rental accommodation is at a premium.
There is virtually no house available under $130 a week rental, irrespective of its quality.
It is not unusual to pay $150 or $160 a week. That is a significant proportion of the average
wage. It is no wonder that the Ministry of Housing has the list it-has of people waiting for
accommodation. The attempts by the government to solve this problem are deplorable.
The Federal government has indicated that it will not tolerate the problem and it recognises
the problem.
There are vacancies in rental property in the City of Melbourne. There is only a 2 per
cent margin between houses which are vacant and those being filled. In Sydney I understand
that figure is lower; it is closer to 1 per cent.
There has been some recognition at the Federal level of this problem. It is to be hoped
that investors who have been driven out of the rental market because of the capital gains
tax will be attracted back to the property market to provide urgently needed accommodation
throughout the metropolis of Melbourne. It is desperately needed and I am confident that
investors who were previously providing that needed accommodation will be attracted
back to it. I hope the Victorian government can provide similar lures to investors so that
houses of reasonable condition will be available for rental.
I shall deal with a number of issues in my own electorate. The principal one is the
government's reluctance to commit itself to the development of the Glen Waverley District
Centre. The government has used the centre as a paramount example of its objectives. It
has proceeded with the development of a centre close to my electorate, at Oakleigh. The
development of the centre at Glen Waverley is a saga which has run for several years. As
the Premier is in the House, I hope he will use his influence to develop that centre.
Mr Cain-Why should I worry about you. You just misrepresent everything I say. Your
lot have had them living in tents, I said-you know I said that, and you know that is true.
Mr COLEMAN-You have had this one on your table for four and a half years.
Mr Cain-Get it right, now.
Mr COLEMAN-It is a matter of trying to convince MetRail to shift the station. That
is all that is required; to shift the station to allow this project to proceed.
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Mr Cain-How much?
Dr Coghill-You just want more public money spent!
Mr COLEMAN-What is required is a decision from the government to shift the
station.
Dr Coghill-J ust spend more money!
Mr COLEMAN-The station has to be shifted and that is what is required.
Mr Cain-Tell us your policy on taxes and guns!
Mr COLEMAN-The Glen Waverley District Centre, when developed, will have cost
approximately $260 million. The City of Glen Waverley will have consolidated a substantial
site and its ratepayers' funds have been used for that purpose.
Approximately eight years ago, the council decided that it wanted to proceed with that
project based on the former government's planning proposals, which were reinforced by
this government's planning proposals. That site is still vacant. Developers are interested
in proceeding with it but the Metropolitan Transit Authority is holdin~ up the project
while it decides whether it is prepared to release a crucial piece of land In the middle of
the proposed development.
The Waverley council seeks action to allow that development to proceed. However,
there seems to be a stalemate. There have been innumerable meetings with officers of the
old Railways Construction Board and with the now Metropolitan Transit Authority but a
point is yet to be reached where that development can proceed with sureness.
I call on the Premier to go through the correspondence and to give the City ofWaverley
some guidance on whether the project may proceed. That is the action the council wants,
given that the district centre plan was to be a hallmark of the government.
In fact, the Premier has been to the site. I believe he visited it in the dying weeks of the
last State election campaign, when he made some promises, that are yet to be honoured. I
am sure he will recall that. His shouting may have jogged his memory.
School populations in the electorate I represent have substantially reduced during the
past five years, a number having dropped from approximately 450 to below 200 students.
Many of those schools have lost substantial numbers of parents who previously supported
them, enabling them to carry out maintenance work and to undertake teacher's aide
activities during the day.
Under the current staffing structure, many of the children at those schools will not have
access to specialist services other than those provided in a sort of composite grouping.
Schools with large populations and corresponding staffing ratios are able to attract specialist
teachers, particularly in the areas of art, crafts, libraries and physical education.
Large population schools are able to offer a more varied curriculum than small population
schools, where the students are receiving a downgraded education, although they receive
the benefits of personal relationships, which are more easily built up, but they lack those
specialist areas that are really the cream on the cake for students. That matter is not being
addressed.
There has been an attempt, particularly in the Eastern Region, for congregate school
activities. This is not being accepted particularly weB by the schools concerned. There is
much hesitancy about entering into cooperative arrangements. It works in some areas but
it appears that the parochial argument in some schools is strong and there is a resistance
to working together on joint curricula to attract specialists who can provide a better type
of program for students.
It has been suggested that the same program be instituted in the South Central Region,
where school closures are now being envisaged, following a lengthy review of the situation.
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The same thing will happen in schools in the Eastern Region. There have been some
indications that that will be the case because of the closure of the Ayre Street school in
Doncaster last year. There will be tremendous resistance to that.
When those schools are closed some sites will be released, and there should be some
consideration about the possible use for those sites. A number of community groups are
interested in taking over the sites and a number of ancillary services in the education field
may benefit by access to the buildings. Those matters ought to be taken into consideration
by the regional officer.
There is also a need to review the preschool system, because, just as school populations
are decreasing, so, too, are the numbers presenting for four-year-old preschooling.
In many instances children have to travel some distance out of their immediate localities
to gain access to preschooling. The dilemma is that they will generally be returning to their
own localities for primary schooling. It would be useful for those children to attend
preschools in their immediate localities and then to proceed through school with their
peer groups in that area.
I refer also to administration in the drug and alcohol services field. On Tuesday the
Minister for Health announced a program that he euphemistically titled "Rage Without
Alcohol", aimed at encouraging adolescents not to overuse alcohol. That is an admirable
objective; one that everyone in the community would support.
There are plenty of examples of easy access to alcohol for young people. Obviously, they
abuse it, to their own detriment and to the detriment of the whole community.
The Minister for Health said that $100 000 will be drawn from the Drug Rehabilitation
Research Fund. That fund was set up with the primary objective of providing for the
treatment of people injured by the illegal drug trade. Adequate amounts are coming to
governments from legal drugs. In the ten months to April 1987, beer excise contributed
$1·161 billion to the Federal government revenue. That is an increase of 8 per cent over
the amount collected in the corresponding period of 1985-86.
Therefore, the Commonwealth government has collected more than $1 billion in beer
excise, yet it has been the principal proponent of the drug offensive. The government
ought to be providing money for the alcohol-related activities in that drug field.
It seems to me that the government, through its licensing provisions, is also collecting a
substantial amount of money from beer production and distribution. The Drug
Rehabilitation Research Fund envisaged that those amounts of money intercepted by the
courts from the illegal drug trade would be used to rectify the problems created by that
trade and yet one finds in the "Rage Without Alcohol" campaign that $100 000 collected
by the illegal drug trade is being used to solve some problems in the legal drug area.

This means that a rehabilitation scheme somewhere will be denied access to that
$100 000. The government oUght to examine the reason for establishing the fund and then
decide to repay $100 000 into it so that organisations treating people addicted to illegal
drugs can carry on the work they have undertaken, for which they receive far less recognition
than they deserve.
The whole drug and alcohol area has been brittle. The people working in this area do so
under considerable strain. They have certainly made some progress with the drug offensive
but a lot more work needs to be done. Any way that can be found to enable their work to
proceed ought to be supported, so that they are not in any way obligated to the illegal drug
trade in going about their work.
On the motion ofMr FORDHAM (Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources),
the debates were adjourned.
It was ordered that the debates be adjourned until next day.
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PERSONAL RECORDS BILL
This Bill was received from the Council and, on the motion of Mr JOHN (Bendigo
East), was read a first time.

PORT AUTHORITIES (AMENDMENT) BILL
Mr ROPER (Minister for Transport)-I move:
That this Bill be now read a second time.

The purposes of the Bill are(a) to alter the composition of the Port of Geelong Authority and the Port of Portland

Authority; and
(b) to alter the way in which the regulation-making powers of these authorities and the

Port of Melbourne Authority are exercised.
In 1982 a mfijor restructuring of the authorities in the transport portfolio was commenced.
The first legislative stage in this restructuring was the enactment of the Transport Act
1983, which came into operation on 1 July 1983.
A vital aspect of the restructuring provided for in the Transport Act was the replacement
of the outdated structure of seven statutory authorities with four new authorities-the
State Transport Authority, Metropolitan Transit Authority, Road Construction Authority
and Road Traffic Authority. Membership of the boards of each of these authorities is
broadly based and includes representation of employees, users and senior management.
This provides a greater awareness and sensitivity to the community'S transport needs at
board level, and facilitates a more responsive approach to major transport issues.
Experience gained through the operation of this new type of board structure for the
authorities constituted under the Transport Act has demonstrated the advantages to be
gained. These advantages should now be made available to the Port of Geelong Authority
and the Port of Portland Authority as a continuation of the direction established in 1983
for the authorities in the transport portfolio.
At the request of the Port of Geelong Authority and the Port of Portland Authority
boards it is intended to make similar changes to their composition. Currently, and unlike
the case of the Port of Melbourne Authority, there is no requirement in the legislation for
these two authorities that board membership reflect any particular representation. The
proposed changes to the composition of the boards will provide for greater port user
representation on the boards and will ensure that the Port of Geelong Authority and the
Port of Portland Authority are best placed to meet Victoria's present and future transport
needs in relation to the ports for which these authorities are responsible.
The intended changes will replace the ad hoc arrangements of advisers to the boards of
the Port of Geelong Authority and the Port of Portland Authority. This arrangement was
introduced in 1984 as a stopgap measure to enable some representation of relevant interest
groups. The arrangement of advisers suffers from the major disadvantage that the advisers
are not board members and have no voting rights or other rights attaching to membership
of the boards. Those interest groups currently providing advisers will continue to form the
basis for the consultation list for the new positions.
The Port of Geelong Authority currently has three members and six advisers from each
of the following areas:
Australian Chamber of Manufactures (Geelong branch)
Geelong Chamber of Commerce'
Waterfront/Seagoing unions
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local government
Ministry of Transport
employees
It is proposed that the membership of the Port of Geelong Authority be increased to eight,
made up as follows:
1 representative
exporters/importers
shipowners
1 representative
Geelong Trades Hall
Council
2 representatives
primary production
1 representative
local government
1 representative
Ministry of Transport
1 representative
and the general manager of the authority.
The Port of Portland Authority also has three members at present as well as six advisers
from each of the following areas:
local government
waterfront/seagoing unions
employees
Ministry of Transport
Port of Portland Utilisation Committee
South Western District Trades and Labour Council.
It is proposed that the membership of the Port of Portland Authority be increased to eight,
made up as follows:
business/port users
2 representatives
South Western District
Trades and Labour
Council and the
Victorian Trades
Hall Council
2 representatives
primary production
1 representative
local government
1 representative
1 representative
Ministry of Transport
and the general manager of the authority.

These changes to the membership of the two authorities will formalise an appropriate
representation on each board, designed to suit the commercial environment in which each
port operates.
The Bill provides for both authorities to be subject to Ministerial direction. The power
which is in similar terms to that provided for authorities under the Transport Act will
carry out the intention mentioned as long ago as 1965 to provide the Minister with powers
appropriate to his or her responsibility. Such powers are not intended to be used in dayto-day management matters but to assist where appropriate in overall port development.
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The Bill also makes changes to the regulation-making procedure applicable to the Port
of Melbourne Authority, the Port of Geelong Authority and the Port of Portland Authority.
At present, each of the relevant Acts enables the authority to make regulations with the
approval of the Governor in Council. The procedure accordingly is that when regulations
are required, they are submitted to the Governor in Council for approval and then referred
back to the authority to be formally made. The regulations are numbered when approved
by the Governor in Council but cannot be printed until they have been formally made.
The delay between approval by the Governor in Council, and hence numbering, and the
actual making of the regulation and printing will vary, but may be a matter of weeks,
depending on when the authority is next due to meet.
The Victorian Government Printing Office has pointed out that these procedures are
giving rise to administrative difficulties in that subscribers to the regulations receive
material out of sequence. As there is no particular reason for the sequence of approval
followed by regulation making as provided for at present, it is proposed to reverse this
sequence so that regulations are first made by the port authority concerned, and are then
submitted to the Governor in Council for approval. This will ensure that the regulations
can be printed immediately following approval so that the correct sequence of numbering
can be followed in distributing printed regulations.
The Bill also amends the Port of Melbourne Authority Act in relation to the sale of land
by that authority. At present land vested in the Port of Melbourne Authority is subject to
certain trusts relating to the use of the land for port purposes. The amendment makes it
quite clear that these trusts are discharged when the authority sells the land, so that a
purchaser can take a title free of these trusts. The Act also currently provides that land
vested in the authority is severed from the municipal district in which it lies. Once again,
the amendment makes it quite clear that this arrangement does not continue after the
authority has sold land pursuant to the power of sale contained in section 50 of the Act.
The opportunity has also been taken to include in the Bill several statute law revision
amendments.
I have discussed the Bill with the Port of Portland Authority, the Port of Portland
Utilisation Committee and the South Western District Trades and Labour Council. The
Ministry of Transport's Director of Ports and Marine has held discussions on the Bill with
the Port of Geelong Authority, the Australian Chamber of Manufactures (Geelong Branch),
the Geelong Chamber" of Commerce, the Geelong Trades and Labour Council, the Victorian
Chamber of Commerce, the Australian Chamber of Shipping and the Australian National
Maritime Association. There is general agreement on the Bill among these groups.
I commend the Bill to the House.
On the motion ofMr LEIGH (Malvern), the debate was adjourned.
It was ordered that the debate be adjourned until Tuesday, October 6.

HEALTH (CHILDREN'S SERVICES) BILL
Mr SPYKER (Minister for Consumer Affairs)-1 move:
That this Bill be now read a second time.

The major object of the Bill is to amend provisions in Part XIA of the Health Act 1958 to
provide a legislative base for the development of a single set of statutory requirements for
all preschool services when children are away from their parents.
Currently, child minding services are governed by a variety of regulatory mechanisms
and requirements. With an ad hoc growth in services, some service areas have developed
that are completely outside the existing legislative controls. Such a situation is both
inequitable and potentially places the well-being of children in jeopardy.
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A new legislative definition of children's services centres reflects widespread recognition
that child-care services in all forms, together with preschool education services, have
major elements in common and should be correspondingly regulated according to a
common set of principles. In the same context, the focus of the existing legislation upon
services provided for fee or reward will be replaced by a more equitable and relevant
concern with standards or care provided by any child-care or preschool education service,
regardless of its auspice or of the reasons for the children's attendance.
The amended provisions will form the basis for a more comprehensive and effective
regulation of the disparate forms of child-care which have evolved in the community over
recent years. However, it is the government's view that the proposed legislation should
also allow for recognition of the valuable community support role played by a range of
organisations providing occasional child-care either as their primary purpose or to assist
parents who wish to engage in recreational, cultural or educational activities provided by
the organisation. The proposed legislation will, therefore, include a new regulation-making
provision permitting the development of differing requirements relevant to specific services.
The amendments will provide a revised list of services or situations to be legislatively
exempted from compliance with statutory requirements. Outmoded provisions have been
removed, while exemption for situations where siblings are taken into foster care has been
inserted. Existing exemptions for children under six years of age who are hospitalised or
attending school are retained.
The government's intention to introduce new regulatory standards pertaining to a ratio
of qualified staff in centres is foreshadowed in the legislative proposal to grant powers to
an authorised person to ascertain whether any person directly supervising children in a
children's services centre has a qualification of any of the types to be set out in the
regulations.
Community concern that the owners and operators of children's services centres be
adequately assessed as fit and proper persons to have the care and control of preschool age
children will be addressed by new provisions which make more explicit the directorgeneral's statutory powers to call for certification of good character and of mental and
physical capacity appropriately to conduct children's services centres. In order to ensure
that centres are at all times managed by suitable people it is proposed that proprietors be
required to nominate persons who will assume management responsibility if the proprietor
is absent. The suitability of such nominated persons will similarly be subject to assessment
by the director-general.
While the needs of preschool children for appropriate care and developmental
opportunities are the central concern of the proposed legislation, the government recognises
that, in certain circumstances, parents may seek to place a child over six years of age in a
children's services centre for preschool hours or after-school hours care. This will most
commonly occur where the child has attended that centre prior to starting school. Children's
services centres, therefore, will be able to provide care for a limited number of children
over six years of age. Such children may not take up more than thirty per cent of a centre's
registered places, in order to protect the interests and well-being of the younger preschool
population around whose age-specific needs service requirements are designed.
Existing legislative provisions dealing with the obligations of proprietors proposing to
relinquish the management of centres have not provided adequate clarity about the
obligations incumbent upon a proposed proprietor in relation to seeking approval as a
proprietor prior to assuming the management of a centre. An amended provision makes
explicit the requirements in this regard. Further, proprietors will also be required to notify
the director-general if persons nominated and approved as managers are no longer present
at the centre.
The government's development of these legislative amendments arises out of the
recommendations of the final report of the Committee to Review the Child Minding
Regulations, which was tabled in October 1986. The introduction of amendments in this
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sessional period attests to the government's commitment to proceed as soon as possible
with the establishment of a more adequate legislative and regulatory framework to promote
the development of high quality services for preschool children and their families.
Legislative provisions are sought which remove distinctions between services run for
profit and those which are not, more appropriately requiring all services to meet basic
standards. This approach should enhance parents' confidence in selecting services from a
range of options available in the community.
In summary, these proposed amendments to the legislation have been framed with an
intent to rationalise, clarify and update the general powers through which the State attempts
to protect the well-being of some of the community's most vulnerable members, young
children away from the care of their parents or guardians.
I commend the Bill to the House.
On the motion ofMr LEIGH (Malvern), the debate was adjourned.
It was ordered that the debate be adjourned until Tuesday, October 6.

ADOPTION (AMENDMENT) BILL
Mr SPYKER (Minister for Consumer Affairs)-I move:
That this Bill be now read a second time.

The purpose of the Bill is to make amendments to the Adoption Act 1984 relating to the
adoption of children by relatives or step-parents, the issuing of birth certificates to adopted
persons, intercouhtry adoption provisions and the access to information by all parties to
the adoption.
The Adoption Act 1984 was a significant reform of the Labor government in the area of
child welfare. The Act was the result of a major review of adoption legislation and practice.
Since the Adoption Act 1984 was passed a clearer picture of the changing face of adoption
has emerged. It has now become clear that a majority of infertile couples cannot expect to
form a family by adoption.
The number of babies available for adoption has reduced. There is an increase in the
number of applications from couples wishing to adopt children from overseas. Local
children with special needs, such as babies with health problems or children with disabilities
or older children, are an increasing proportion of those available for adoption and other
forms of permanent care.
At the same time there is significant sharing between the parties to the adoption process.
This can involve the sharing of information about the other parties, or the ongoing
involvement of the relinquishing parents in the life of the child and the adoptive family.
ADOPTION INFORMATION
The principles and provisions of the Adoption Act 1984 regarding access to information
were comparable to the best legislation of its type in the Western World. However, through
its implementation the government has identified a number of anomalies in the adoption
information area which require minor amendment. For example, under the Adoption Act
1984 the opportunity for persons adopted before proclamation of the Act to obtain a birth
certificate equivalent to that of others in the community was limited. These amendments
will rectify this and some anomalies in the adoption information service area.
INTERCOUNTRY ADOPTION
The government has participated actively in the establishment of national guidelines
for the adoption of children from overseas. These guidelines were developed in response
to major inadequacies in· policy and practice in intercountry adoption, which led to
situations which clearly were not in the best interests of the child or the relinquishing
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family. These amendments will enable the guidelines to be implemented under Victorian
legislation. All social welfare Ministers have agreed that State legislation should facilitate
a uniform approach on this matter.
The Bill amends provisions regarding the reco$!l:ition of foreign adoption orders and
age within which applicants must come to be eligIble for adoption. The age eligibility to
adopt is 25 years; the age difference between the younger adoptive parent and the child to
be adopted is no more than 40 years, with no more than 47 years difference between the
older adoptive parent and the child.
These amendments enable a maximum age difference between the child and adoptive
parents which is within community norms and reflects the assessed capacity of parents to
care for children as they grow through adolescence.
ADOPTION OF CHILDREN BY RELATIVES INCLUDING STEP-PARENTS
The adoption of children by relatives or step-parents has traditionally been seen in
Victoria as a means of recognising new family formations. The government's view has
been that family law should be used as the most appropriate means for legal recognition
of the parent-child relationship in parent and step-parent situations. Guardianship and
custody provisions are considered appropriate in all but rare cases. Adoption of children
by relatives or step-parents will be available only where guardianship and custody orders
are inadequate to define the rights and responsibilities of a relative or step-parent and
inadequate to provide reasonable legal security for the child and those providing parenting
for the child.
The Children (Guardianship and Custody) Act 1984 will become redundant following
foreshadowed amendments to the Commonwealth Family Law Act in this area.
I commend the Bill to the House.
On the motion ofMr LEIGH (Malvern), the debate was adjourned.
It was ordered that the debate be adjourned until Tuesday, October 6.

RACING (MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS) BILL
Mr TREZISE (Minister for Sport and Recreation)-I move:
That this Bill be now read a second time.

The major purpose of the Bill is to provide that, in the interests of race followers, the
Totalizator Agency Board may establish an office or agency on licensed premises anywhere
in the State.
Honourable members will be aware that at the moment the TAB can establish facilities
on licensed premises only subject to very narrow conditions, these being that the facilities
are located not within 60 kilometres of the GPO, Melbourne; and not less than 15 kilometres
from an existing TAB facility.
The Bill provides that these distance restrictions should be eliminated. The requirement
for the Minister to consult with the Liquor Control Commission and to approve the
location of such facilities in writing will remain.
The current provisions have been in operation since 1985, but, because of the restrictive
conditions, only fifteen of these facilities have been established. Those that have been
established have proved very successful and popular and clearly indicate a community
call for this facility.
Honourable members will no doubt recall my undertaking at that time that this provision
would not be used to replace conventional agencies with facilities in hotels.
I have honoured that arrangement to date. However, I am now persuaded that there are
circumstances where it is necessary to consider licensed premises as an alternative to an
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existing agency, particularly when uneconomic trading or unfavourable leasehold
negotiations limit the currently available options.
A further powerful argument in support of the proposal is that, with the extensive
coverage of racing live via satellite television networks, there is the potential for a resurgence
of widespread illegal SP betting activity unless alternative facilities for legal gambling can
be introduced instead. Recent experience interstate confirms that this is the case.
This matter has been brought to my attention as a matter of concern by the gaming
police and the proposals on this issue have their full support.
The provisions will bring Victoria into line with other Australian States in this area. In
New South Wales, Western Australia, South Australia and Tasmania, TAB facilities in
licensed premises are now commonplace. A similar situation here will enable the TAB to
provide a better,· more efficient service with consequent benefits to the people of Victoria
and the racing industry.
The Bill also contains provisions in respect of the conduct of doubles totalizators. It is
proposed that the TAB should shortly offer the bet type of race-to-race doubles. The Bill
provides that in future all doubles bets through any totalizator should be subject to a
uniform deduction of 17 per cent. At present this rate applies to doubles bets which are
offered both oncourse and offcourse. Doubles bets offered only oncourse are currently
subject to a deduction of 15 per cent.
When the T AB operates on race-to-race doubles very few doubles will be subject to the
15 per cent deduction and, in the interests of uniformity, it is proposed that all should be
subject to the one rate of 17 per cent. The proposal has the support of the racing industry.
It is considered that the proposals in this Bill are necessary for the further development
of the racing industry.
I commend the Bill to the House.
On the motion ofMr REYNOLDS (Gisborne), the debate was adjourned.

It was ordered that the debate be adjourned until Tuesday, October 6.

LOTTERIES -GAMING AND BETTING (AMENDMENT) BILL
Mr TREZISE (Minister for Sport and Recreation)-I move:
That this Bill be now read a second time.

The Bill addresses two main aspects: firstly, a number of areas in relation to gaming are
dealt with to bring the Act more into line with current community standards; and, secondly,
the Bill further addresses the question of control of amusement machines and the
eradication of illegal gaming devices.
Many people in the community would be surprised to find that the minor sweep-such
as the Melbourne Cup sweep-and tipping competitions in which they take part are, in
fact, illegal. The Bill now provides that such sweeps and competitions will be legal,
provided that they are not of a commercial nature and do not result in the distribution of
prizes having a total value of more than $500.
Raffles are very much part of the Australian way oflife, and the Bill makes a number of
minor amendments in respect of the level of prizes. The Act currently provides that, where
the total first prize value in a raffle is less than $200, the raffle may be conducted without
the need for a permit. Where the prize value exceeds $200 but does not exceed $500, there
is a current requirement for the raffle to be registered with the Raffles and Bingo Permits
Board and, in the case of raffles where the prize value exceeds $500, the organisation
conducting the raffle must obtain the consent of the board.
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The Bill raises the current monetary levels by substituting $500 for $200 and $1000 for
the current level of $500. The Bill also expands the classes of organisations which may
conduct raffles, and these are now to include political parties.
To have further regard to modem practices in the conduct of raffles, provision has been
made for spending money to be included as part of a travel or accommodation prize
provided that the value of the spending money does not exceed 10 per cent of the total
value of the prize or such other amount as may be approved by the Raffles and Bingo
Permits Board.
Following representations from radio broadcasters, the Bill amends the provision in
respect of trade promotion lotteries to provide that a person may apply for a permit to
conduct a series of trade promotion lotteries where the value of prizes offered in each of
the lotteries would not be more than $1000 and the total value of all prizes offered in all
lotteries conducted under the permit does not exceed $50000. This will be of obvious
benefit to the broadcasting industry as well as other areas of trade and commerce and will
release them from the need to obtain a permit for each trade promotion that they conduct.
The Bill provides for a number of matters in respect of lucky envelopes. It will now be
lawful for not more than 10 per cent of the gross receipts from the sale of lucky envelopes
to be paid as expenses provided that such expenses must be approved by the board. In this
way charities and sporting bodies benefiting from the sale of lucky envelopes may come to
an agreement with the licensees of licensed premises to pay them a site fee for the work
they perform. The need for a site fee followed the amendments to allow cash to be offered
as lucky envelope prizes which deprived the licensees of the profits they previously made
through the provision of bottled beer as prizes.
Provision is also made to tighten security in this area by' requiring suppliers or printers
oflucky envelopes to keep more detailed records which WIll be available to the board.
Honourable members will be aware that the functions and responsibilities of the Raffles
and Bingo Permits Board have increased significantly in recent years and it is now
responsible for controlling activities relating to the livelihood of members of the
community. To ensure that the rights of all parties are fully protected, provision has now
been inserted to enable review by the Administrative Appeals Tribunal of decisions made
by the board.
A unique and colourful feature of the Victorian spring racing season is the "Call of the
Card" which has traditionally been held by the Victorian Club and Amateur Sports Club
immediately prior to the Melbourne Cup. Earlier this year the club moved from its
traditional premises and is now located in premises which are considered by the club as
unsuitable for the conduct of this particular event. The Bill, therefore, provides that the
Minister may authorize the club to conduct the "Call of the Card" on or in any approved
licensed premises. This amendment had the support not only of the club but also of the
Victoria Racing Club and the Victorian Bookmakers Association Ltd.
The Bill includes proposed amendments to the Tattersall Consultations Act to strengthen
the provisions aimed at preventing the operation of commercial lotteries syndicates.
Typically, entrepreneurs who set up such lotteries syndicates claim that they cover all
combinations and thus guarantee a win. It should be noted, that, even setting aside charges
made by the entrepreneur and the possibility of fraud, it is still possible for members of a
so-called successful syndicate to lose money. This happened in a recent New South Wales
case where ten other winners shared first prize with the syndicate. Undeterred by awkward
facts, the firm in question has used that incident in its subsequent advertising of further
syndicate arrangements.
The proposed measures will protect the public from unscrupulous operators and will
protect the integrity of the State's lotteries as a source of funds for the Hospitals and
Charities Sunday Appeal.
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The proposed legislation is not directed against bona fide syndicates such as those put
together at workplaces throughout the State and by Tattersall's accredited representatives.
On the contrary, the government wishes to encourage this kind of genuine joint participation
in Tattersall's games.
The second part of the Bill deals with amusement and gaming machines. Honourable
members will be aware that the government has given close attention to this problem over
the past four years. The Lotteries Gaming and Betting (Amusement Machines) Act 1986
introduced significant reforms in this area. Honourable members will be aware, however,
that this Act is currently subject to a sunset date of 31 December 1987. After extensive
consultation with the police and key organisations in the amusement machine industry a
number of amendments to the provisions in relation to amusement machines are contained
in the Bill.
The definition of "amusement machine" has been closely analysed and regard has been
given to representations that have been put forward in this area. In many cases they have
been forwarded to the Victorian Government Solicitor or to Parliamentary Counsel for
consideration and comment. Having regard to such representations it is proposed that the
definition of "amusement machines" should be amended by deleting the words "in which
the chances are equal to all players and", from the definition. Best advice suggests that this
will result in a workable definition suitable for the purpose of the Act.
Other major initiatives proposed by the Bill include the requirements for amusement
machine operators to be licensed, and to clarify that it is an offence to place a registration
label on an illegal machine. The Bill also provides for increased penalties. Provision is
made making it an offence for an amusement machine operator to not have his name and
licence number affixed to any amusement machine owned or supplied by him, for an
offence of knowingly supplying false information, and strengthens the powers of the police
in respect of forfeiture of machines.
In addition, the Bill provides for a number of specific amendments in relation to section
68 of the Lotteries Gaming and Betting Act which deals with illegal gaming machines. A
new series of penalties is provided which represents a substantial increase over the current
penalties. The maximum penalty will be a fine of not less than 50 penalty units and not
more than 100 penalty units or imprisonment for three months, or both. At the moment
the current maximum monetary penalty is not more than 25 penalty units.
To further assist in the fight against illegal gaming machines the current provision for
the names of machines to be published in regulations is to be replaced with the procedure
of such names declared to be prohibited by Order in Council published in the Government
Gazette. This will enable speedier action to be taken to combat the menace.
The Bill also provides that where an offence under section 68 has been proven against a
person, as distinct from a conviction being recorded, the whole of the machine rather than
just the microchip circuit board is to be forfeited.
Honourable members will no doubt be aware that many of the fine passenger ships that
come to Victoria now have gambling facilities on them. The Bill provides that instruments
of betting on such vessels while they are in Victorian waters are not illegal provided they
are rendered inoperative or inaccessible to the public for gaming purposes during the time
the vessels are in Victorian waters. This is a sensible proposal which follows representations
received from the Tasmanian government and has regard to the developing situation.
To further assist the development of commercial enterprises in the field of high techology,
provision is to be made to enable gaming machines and contrivances to be built and
displayed for sale. This will apply only to machines for use outside Victoria. The Bill
allows the Minister to issue a special permit which may be subject to any terms, conditions
or limitations that the Minister thinks fit.
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Lastly, the Bill naturally provides for the repeal of the sunset provision. It is considered
that these measures are for the overall benefit of the people of Victoria and will enable
their interests to be better protected.
I commend the Bill to the House.
On the motion ofMr REYNOLDS (Gisborne), the debate was adjourned.
It was ordered that the debate be adjourned until Tuesday, October 6.

LA TROBE UNIVERSITY (AMENDMENT) BILL
Mr CATHIE (Minister for Education)-I move:
That this Bill be now read a second time.

The purpose of the Bill is to give effect to the amalgamation of La Trobe University and
the Lincoln Institute of Health Sciences. This amalgamation is at the request of the
councils of the two institutions.
Explanatory notes are attached to the Bill and I do not propose to examine each of the
clauses in detail.
The amalgamation is a voluntary one, which has the strong support of the State
government, the Victorian Post-Secondary Education Commission and the Commonwealth
Tertiary Education Commission. Its aim is to enhance the academic strengths of the
institute and its research capability, and to diversify the range of courses offered in the
university and increase its emphasis on vocational education. Enhanced educational
opportunities for young people and others in the northern sector of Melbourne will also
be provided. The new institution intends to develop lateral transfer arrangements between
health sciences courses and the university's other courses, which will provide new
opportunities for entry into health sciences training by student groups, such as those from
immigrant backgrounds, who currently are underrepresented in the health care professions.
To meet Victoria's needs in tertiary education, the government believes it is essential to
seek ongoing improvements in the efficiency and effectiveness of the system.
Selective rationalisation and mergers can make an important contribution to this process.
In the government's view, the most effective mergers are likely where:
the institutions involved see mutual benefits;
there is clear synergy of staff skills, expertise, and academic management; and
there are cost benefits to be gained by rationalising activities or sharing facilities,
equipment, or overheads.
This merger meets these criteria.
The prospect of a strong health sciences program centred on La Trobe University
becomes a reality with the merger. The government would be disappointed if the process
stopped here. There are already strong and growing links between La Trobe University
and the Phillip Institute of Technology. I have asked the Victorian Post-Secondary
Education Commission to discuss the further strengthening of these links with the
institutions involved.
The government sees this process as opening up further opportunities for rationalisation
centred on an enlarged La Trobe University in the future. Although the funding of La
Trobe University is ultimately a matter for the Commonwealth government, the Victorian
Post-Secondary Education Commission has recommended a high priority for capital
funding to enable developments at the Bundoora campus to proceed over the next
triennium.
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It is also important that the research capacity of the expanded health sciences group be
nurtured and recognised within the limited funding available for these purposes.

This is the first voluntary merger of a university and a college in Australia and the new
institution can be expected to combine the commitment to vocational training to be found
in the college sector with the academic and research excellence characteristic of our
universities.
The staff and students of the two institutions are to be corn mended for the visionary
and cooperative way in which they have been able to resolve the very difficult issues of
industrial relations and academic planning that are entailed in such an enterprise.
I commend the Bill to the House.
On the motion of Ms SIBREE (Kew), the debate was adjourned.
Mr CATHIE (Minister for Education)-I move:
That the debate be adjourned until Tuesday, October 6.

Ms SIBREE (Kew)-I seek an extension of time for the adjournment of the debate. It
is an important merger between two institutions and I am aware of a number of concerns
about it. I, therefore, seek an extra week's adjournment of the debate.
Mr FORDHAM (Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources)-Ifthe honourable
member requires an additional period of adjournment the matter can be considered at the
time. The debate has been adjourned for nearly three weeks from today and it is not a
complex measure. The issue has to be addressed and the honourable member should have
time to do that-I say that knowing that her interest and ability in this area is such that
she will work hard on the Bill over the school holidays. However, if the time available is
insufficient, an extension will be granted.
The motion was agreed to, and the debate was adjourned until Tuesday, October 6.

TEACHING SERVICE (AMENDMENT) BILL
Mr CATHIE (Minister for Education)-I move:
That this Bill be now read a second time.

The main purpose of the Bill is to abolish the Victorian Teaching Service Conciliation
and Arbitration Commission and to allow the Industrial Relations Commission to assume
jurisdiction for matters dealt with by that tribunal. To achieve this objective, it will be
necessary to amend the Teaching Service Act 1981, the Teaching ServIce Act 1983, the
Teaching Service (Amendment) Act 1984, the Industrial Relations Act 1979, and the PostSecondary Education Act 1978. Other minor machinery amendments are also being
proposed to the Post-Secondary Education Act 1978.
During 1983, Cabinet considered the role of wage-fixing tribunals and agreed that there
was a need to develop a centralised and integrated system of determining incomes and
conditions in the State public sector and relevant areas of the private sector. It had become
evident that a proliferation of wage-fixing authorities had occurred and there was an urgent
need to rationalise their functions to achieve a level ofuniforrnity and so provide consistent
industrial rights for employers and employees across the State. These rights are enjoyed
by the vast majority of employers and employees and there is no adequate reason for
withholding them from others.
Honourable members will recall that during the spring 1986 sittings, Parliament debated
and agreed to the Post-Secondary Education Remuneration Tribunal (Repeal) Act 1986,
which abolished the Post-Secondary Education Remuneration Tribunal and transferred
its functions to the Industrial Relations Commission. This was the first step in the
government's strategy to rationalise wage-fixing authorities in the education sector, and it
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now is appropriate to take similar action with the Victorian Teaching Service Conciliation
and Arbitration Commission.
The Victorian Education Service Conciliation and Arbitration Commission was
established by the Education Service Act 1981. The title of this body was amended to the
Victorian Teaching Service Conciliation and Arbitration Commission and its charter and
method of operation were also varied by the Teaching Service Act 1983. The commission's
jurisdiction extended to members of the Teaching Service and the TAFE Teaching Service.
The Bill, in providing for the abolition of the Victorian Teaching Service Conciliation
and Arbitration Commission, provides the opportunity to establish a conciliation and
arbitration board or boards to determine incomes and conditions for members of the
Teaching Service and the T AFE Teaching Service.
It has also provided a Ministerial order-making power in the Post-Secondary Education
Act 1978, which at present relies on the Teaching Service Act 1981 for this power.

The revised order-making powers now correctly refer to "matters relating to the
employment" rather than "industrial matters", which will fall within the jurisdiction of
the Industrial Relations Commission. These changes will provide a more appropriate
basis for the general management of employment matters with the Teaching Service and
the T AFE Teaching Service.
In addition, the Bill provides transitory provisions to enable the continued operation of
the appointments boards, the Teaching Service Appeals Board and the Technical and
Further Education Discipline Appeals Board. This will enable these bodies to continue to
function until "relevant industrial associations" have been identified by the Industrial
Relations Commission.
Finally, minor machinery amendments are proposed to the Post-Secondary Education
Act 1978 to recognise the changes to names of institutions listed in the schedules to the
Act and provide for valid amendments to the schedules in the future. Internal references
relating to the appointment of deputies to the Technical and Further Education Teaching
Service Appeals Board will also be corrected.
I commend the Bill to the House.
On the motion of Ms SIBREE (Kew), the debate was adjourned.
It was ordered that the debate be adjourned until Tuesday, October 13.

ADJOURNMENT
Theft of documents from Department of Labour-Transfer of blood and medical suppliesRetail Tenancies Act-Illegal operation of brothels-Technology grants for schoolsCroydon Leisure Centre-Police manpower-Use of former State Electricity Commission
building, Bendigo
Mr FORDHAM (Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources)-I move:
That the House do now adjourn.

Mr GUDE (Hawthorn)-Last Thursday night during the debate on the motion for the
adjournment of the sitting, I raised a matter of concern that should have been a concern
for the Minister for Labour relating to pilfering of certificates of authorisation from the
Department of Labour and the need for the Victoria Police Force to be involved directly
in investigating the activities that are taking place in that department.
I am aware that a number of acts have occurred that should require the attention of the
police and the Minister but, to date, no action has been taken. This lea~-·"~ me little option
other than to continue with the process. Mr Curnow stole documents from the Department
of Labour; they were applications for authorisation and he used them for personal gain.
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Mr Curnow has obtained something in the order of $3000 as a direct consequence of the
documents he stole from the department.
I call on the Minister for Labour to become directly involved in this matter. I know the
matter has been directed to his attention but I am concerned that no response or indication
has been given by the government that it is prepared to take any action. The matter has
not been denied in Parliament or anywhere else.
I also direct attention to the activities ofMr Bill Donovan, a crane inspector in Geelongthe matter does not end with Mr Curnow-because he and a representative of the Federated
Engine Drivers and Firemen's Association of Australia brought pressure to bear on a
particular company involved in a construction at Lorne. A number of concerns have been
raised in that respect. That is not the particular matter that I raise tonight, but again I
invite the Minister to pay special attention to that activity in Lorne.
Mr Donovan is setting people up for certificates of authorisation. He then passes the
certificates over to one Frank Jercinovic, a person authorised by the Department of
Labour to adjudicate on whether someone should have appropriate authorisation or not.
On this occasion I invite the Minister, who has seen fit to ignore this matter in the past, to
pay particular·attention to who is picking up the $30 fee-Mr Jercinovic alone or is it
beIng split with Mr Donovan in Geelong? The matter does not end there!
This is a very corrupt agency! The matter is known to the Minister and his permanent
head, Mr Philip Bentley. If anyone oUght to be culpable for this matter or ought to pay a
price it is the permanent head of the Department of Labour, because he has conspired to
keep these matters from the public.
Enter Mr Graeme Jones who works in the Building and Construction Industry Division
as a crane inspector. In a short time Mr Jones has undertaken an unprecedented activity
in the department; he has been examining riggers for their rigger certificates. I stress the
point that Mr Jones is a crane inspector and has no qualification in rigging, yet he is
examining people for their rigging certificates.
The unprecedented aspect of his activities is that he is charging for that service. So far
as the Department of Labour is concerned, that has never happened before. The permanent
head, Mr Philip Bentley, is well aware of what is happening as is Mr Hall, the direct
supervisor in the area, and the Minister for Labour. There has been an attempt to cover
up this incident, but that is another matter with which I shall deal at another time.
The reality is: the Department of Labour is corrupt in a number of areas and none more
so than the certification area. This is known to key and senior personnel in the department.
I demand-I no longer ask-that the Minister for Labour takes action and reports to the
House exactly what he is prepared to do, otherwise he stands guilty in the eyes of the
Opposition and the people of the State.
Mr W. D. McGRATH (Lowan)-The matter I raise for the attention of the Minister
for Transport relates to a covering letter that I sent to the Minister in the past ten days
attached to a query from Dr Malcolm Sanderson of The Nhill Hospital. Dr Sanderson
ordered a blood supply for a patient at the hospital. The supply was delivered by rail to
the Dimboola railway station but a hiccup, caused by a regulation or local railway
management personnel, prevented the blood supply being transferred to the V/Line
passenger bus service that commutes from Dimboola railway station to Kaniva and
Serviceton.
The blood supply arrived at 5.30 in the afternoon but the doctor and the hospital were
expecting the supply to arrive at approximately 2.30 p.m. Possibly because of a regulation,
the supply was not transferred to the bus service and remained at the Dimboola railway
station until a railway ganger volunteered to deliver it to The Nhill Hospital.
This is a single incident but it should not be allowed to recur. Proper regulations should
be put in place to ensure that blood and medical supplies sent by rail are transferred to a
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V/Line bus delivery service from Dimboola railway station to Kaniva and Serviceton. I
ask the Minister to examine the matter and to assure everyone concerned that these sorts
of problems will be overcome.
Mr ROWE (Essendon)-The matter I direct the attention of the Minister for Industry,
Technology and Resources to relates to the Retail Tenancies Act. In particular I direct his
attention to the delay in the proclamation of the legislation.
The community clearly and demonstrably supports those reforms introduced by the
government and the Minister as they were long overdue in this State. The legislation
impacts on small businesses in particular. The reason for the delay in proclaiming the
measure is the extensive consultation between the Ministry and the advisory group, which
reports to all interested parties in the retail industry. However, the Moonee Ponds
Marketplace comprises more than 100 small businesses and the tenants have been placed
in the invidious position of being forced to renew their five-year leases, which are due to
expire in December 1987. They have been subjected to this pressure for many months by
the owners of the complex.
I am well aware that the tenants do not have to renew their leases, but in many cases the
tenants are unaware of their legal rights and responsibilities. Perhaps they have not been
well organised, but they are awaiting the proclamation of the legislation, which many
small businesses regard as a major step forward.
Additional protection will be afforded small businesses, particularly those in large
complexes where various overheads are built into lease arrangements. As a result, many
small businesses will gain added protection and opportunity under the legislation. It is
important that tenants in large shopping complexes receive this protection immediately.
The legislation passed through the House last year. It was the result of extensive
consultation with various interest groups. I ask the Minister to indicate when the legislation
will be enforced. Small business looks to government for reform and protection. I
congratulate the Minister on the Act, but I ask him to indicate what protection there will
be for small businesses so that they are not exploited by landlords in the circumstances to
which I have referred.
Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster)-I direct the attention of the Minister for Water Resources,
who represents in this place the Minister for Planning and Environment, to the need for
the Minister to take urgent action to institute the necessary procedures to proclaim Part 3
of the Prostitution Regulation Act 1986, particularly regarding the licensing system for
brothels.
The earnings of the brothel industry in this State now exceed $100 million a year. On
my information, those brothels are largely in the hands of orpnised crime. According to
Mr GeoffLamb, a mere 23 parlours that were operated by hIm until 1984 brought in $1
million a year. Mr Lamb said that in the ten years to 1984 he was paying the police at
Russell Street protection money of $3000 a week so that his business could continue
unhindered. He said, "We had the police on our payroll".
There has been no public statement about those claims made by Mr Lamb last June.
This is a matter for regret, especially when one reads what is going on in Queensland. I
believe the government would be well advised-I note the Premier is present-when the
commissioner inquiring into brothels in Queensland has completed his work, to have him
conduct an inquiry into the brothel industry in Melbourne and into the allegations that
the Victoria Police Force is on the take, as is alleged about the Police Force in Queensland.
How many legal brothels are there in Victoria? A planning appeals computer printout I
obtained yesterday suggested that, of the 61 appeals against councils' decisions refusing
the granting of permits, eleven have been allowed and sixteen have been allowed
conditionally. Still more brothels in Melbourne and in industrial suburbs have been
granted permits directly by the councils involved.
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A cursory examination of Truth-and I am not a reader of that newspaper, but for the
purposes of this matter I looked at Truth brothel advertisements tonight-reveals that the
brothel at 20 St David's Street, Fitzroy received a conditional permit as recently as 14
August. I should like to know what is meant by a conditional permit because it blatantly
advertises that the brothel is now under new management. Obviously the previous
management did not bother about a permit.
The same issue advertises that the Top of the Town has closed. The advertisement says
that the ladies from the brothel are now at Spectrum at 4 Dummett Crescent, Clifton Hill.
I should like to know whether that is a registered brothel.
Mr Cain-Ring up!
Mr WILLIAMS-I would not want to do that. I want the protection of the Minister for
Planning and Environment and the Minister for Police and Emergency Services. Another
advertisement says that Donna, who was formerly at Daily Planet, is now at Spectrum.
The Daily Planet was granted a conditional permit on 22 November 1985. Anybody
who knows anything about organised crime in this State would know that the Trimbole
family-Aussie Bob's nephew-has been running the Daily Planet at Elsternwick for years
without a permit.
When one refers to the fifth annual report of the Planning Appeals Board one finds that
permits have been allowed for brothels in industrial suburbs but there is still one under
investigation in Camberwell and others in the eastern suburbs. I want to know what would
happen about an illegal brothel in Doncaster. Several years ago there was an illegal brothel
there and, through the former city manager, Mr Opas, who now heads the Planning
Appeals Board and an inspector of police we were able to drive out the operator. I
understand that the operator was a dangerous organised crime figure from Port Melbourne.
They are the people who are in the brothel industry.
Mr JASPER (Murray Valley)-I direct the attention of the Minister for Education to
the process of decision making for the technology grants which have been provided to
schools in Victoria.
I refer to representations I have received from a number of schools in my electorate,
including the Yarrawonga High School, the Rutherglen High School, the Yarrawonga
Primary School and the Wangaratta West Primary School. The most trenchant criticism
that I have received about the allocation of the technology grants came from the local
branch of Victorian Association of Principals of Secondary Schools in the Goulburn-North
Eastern Region.
Their criticism of the processes adopted at present by the Ministry of Education in the
allocation of technology grants was extremely strong. They believe the proceedings were
discriminatory, they were not consistent with the original advertisements, and they were
organised so that the regions had no say. The proceedings were quite meaningless to the
final decision making.
The letter which I received from the association branch in the Goulburn-North Eastern
Region said that the original memorandum sent out to the school set out a number of
different criteria to be used in putting forward the cases for the technology grants and that
preference would be given to schools that were considering reorganisation proposals.
However, it did not state that other schools which submitted proposals for grants would
be excluded.
Many schools used that as a stimulus to reorganise and present what they believed were
satisfactory programs that should be considered. In the Goulburn-North Eastern Region
the grants totalled a maximum of approximately $75 000, yet one school in another part
of the State received more than $200000 in an individual grant and another school
received more than $100 000. It was claimed that there was a disproportionate allocation
throughout the State and that some schools were discriminated against.
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The other criticism was that there was original input in most of the submissions and
that 140 submissions from the Goulburn-North Eastern Region were sent to the regional
office for assessment. These were shortlisted to nineteen, of which a small number received
grants.
The criticism is that there has been extreme discrimination against many areas of the
State. Many schools put in good submissions but did not receive real consideration for
them from the Ministry of Education.
After earlier representations made to the Minister he indicated in a short letter in
response to me that he acknowledged the concern of many schools in the electorate I
represent and in the northern part of the State about the distribution of these funds, and
included a description of the process adopted by the Ministry'S working party for the
evaluation and prioritisation of the submissions received from schools.
I seek detailed information from the Minister on why there was not a better and more
even distribution of the funds across the State, and particularly why the money was not
allocated on a regional basis so that some funds could be provided to schools that submitted
extremely good submissions to the working party within their regions and to the central
office, but did not receive much consideration in the distribution of those funds.
Mrs SETCHES (Ringwood)-The matter I raise for the attention of the Minister for
Sport and Recreation concerns the facilities at the Croydon Leisure Centre, which is under
the auspices of the Croydon City Council.
The Minister may remember that he visited the centre on 27 August to examine its
facilities and see what changes could be planned in the development of its master plan.
The already large complex was started in 1977 and the Minister will remember opening a
further area in 1982, which included the cafeteria, the saunas and the amenities block as
well as the squash courts.
At this stage the committee of management of the centre is requesting a contribution by
the Department of Sport and Recreation and the government for stage 2 of its master plan
for the development of the leisure centre. Stage 2 will provide for the expansion of the
creche, a new foyer, staff offices a~d amenities, a spa and for the relocation of the existing
saunas, solariums and cafeteria.
Stage 2 is expected to cost approximately $600 000 and it will proceed in this financial
year. The council and the committee of management of the centre also have plans to go
ahead at their own expense with stage 1, which is for synthetic grass tennis courts adjacent
to the existing centre. That particular part of the project is expected to be completed by
Christmas. It is stage 2 for which government funding is required.
I visited the centre with the Minister and was concerned to ensure that he understood
the use of the centre by the general community, but particularly by women. The usage is
65 per cent by women, who partake in netball, gym, aerobics and all sorts of related
activities, and the upgrading of the creche is absolutely essential not only to attract more
women to the centre but also to make certain that the children being looked after in the
creche have the best facilities and care.
The leisure centre has done a good job so far but an upgrading of the facilities is needed
as quickly as possible. I am also cognisant of the fact that the leisure centre attracts people
not only from Croydon but also from the Ringwood area.
Stage 3 of the master plan is the construction of a major recreational indoor heated pool
complex, and the committee of management is hoping for the opening of the swimming
pool in 1992.
Mr GUDE (Hawthorn)-On a point of order, Mr Speaker, the honourable member is
obviously quoting copiously from a document. Is she prepared to table it for the House?
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The SPEAKER-Order! The honourable member should be aware that he cannot ask
for the matter to be tabled. However, he can ask for the document to be made available to
the House.

Mr Gude-On the point of order-The SPEAKER-Order! I have ruled on the point of order. If the honourable member
has another point of order, I will hear him.

Mr GUDE-On a further point of order, Mr Speaker, I ask that the honourable member
table the document for the House.
The SPEAKER-Order! I have already ruled on exactly that point of order and I do
not intend ruling again.

Mrs SETCHES (Rin~ood)-I am asking the Minister to provide to the House details
of the outcome of his Visit and his consideration of a grant for this leisure centre so that
construction can proceed during the coming financial year.
Mr TANNER (Caulfield)-I direct the attention of the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services to a message from the President of the Victoria Police Association,
Mr P. M. Edge, that was included in loose-leaf form in The Police Association's August
1987 journal. The message relates to police manpower and it states:
Readers are advised that the president's message in this August issue of the journal, was prepared approximately
mid-July, prior to your association successfully negotiating an increase in manpower of 900 over the next 3 years.
One condition of this agreement was that the association would refrain from any media campaign attacking
the Government on lack of manpower.
Unfortunately, by the time negotiations regarding the abovementioned 900 additional police were completed,
the journal had already gone to press.
I now wish to acknowledge the Government's undertaking to provide those 900 extra police during the next 3
years, and for the abovementioned reasons, point out that the article is not to be seen as a failure to honour our
agreement with the Government.

Honourable members will be aware that in 1982, prior to the State election, the government
promised to provide 1000 extra police over its next three-year term of office. It did not
honour that undertaking and, in fact, provided only 500 extra police.
Consequently in 1985 it made another promise to the community that it would provide
900 extra police over the term of this Parliament. It is two and a half years into that term
and it has provided approximately 260 extra police. The Minister will obviously claimand I have heard him say this before-that the government has met the original promise
to provide 1()()() extra police because of the additional 250 or so public servants made
available to the Police Force. Nevertheless, the community is concerned about this further
promise from the government to employ the extra 900 police, in relation to the apparent
attempt to blackmail the Police Association with regard to increased manpower.
I ask the Minister to assure the community that this is not an attempt to blackmail the
association and I ask: did the government put the gag condition on the Victoria Police
Association, and if the association had not agreed to this gag condition, would the Victorian
community not have received the promise of the extra 900 police?
If the Victoria Police Association in future criticises the government, does that mean
that the government's promise to provide the extra 900 police will not be honoured and
why was the condition imposed on the Victoria Police Association in the first place?
If the Minister can assure the community that the Victoria Police Association is mistaken
and the gag was not imposed, will the Minister advise why the Victoria Police Association
is under the misapprehension that the gag is imposed on it, and will the association in
future be free to criticise the government over the lack of police manpower?
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Mr KENNEDY (Bendigo West)-I request the Minister for Property and Services to
reaffirm the proposal to develop the former State Electricity Commission building in
Bendigo for use as Public Service accommodation.
Mr FORDHAM (Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources)-The honourable
member for Essendon raised with me a matter on behalf of his constituents, particularly
those associated with the Moonee Ponds Marketplace. I commend the honourable member
for his interest in this area and for his strong support for the small business retail community
within his electorate. I know from the representations I have received from him the
tremendous work he is doing in that area.
The honourable member referred to the retail tenancies legislation which the government
introduced and which was passed by Parliament, and sought details of when the legislation
will come into effect. I am pleased to advise the honourable member that the legislation
will come into effect next week.
.
The legislation has been eagerly awaited by small businesses involved in retail tenancies.
I regret that it has taken so long to be put into effect. It is simply the result of the processes
that are enacted by Parliament requiring regulation impact statements. People must be
provided with an opportunity of commenting on the regulations that arise from the
passage of the legislation.
I am pleased to confirm that those procedures have now been completed and the
legislation will be enacted on Monday, 21 September. It will herald a new era for retail
tenancies. It provides for the adoption of the Commercial Arbitration Act as the system
for resolving disputes, the introduction of clearer methods for determining rental increases,
rent review disclosure statements, the appointment of an independent valuer to determine
rent levels when disputes arise, a minimum rental period of five years, the provision by
both parties of a disclosure statement and a ban on the charging of non-returnable bonds,
key money and goodwill by landlords.
Honourable members are familiar with the other details of this extremely important
measure which the government is proud to have introduced. It is partly in the interests of
landlords and is certainly in the interests of retail tenants across Victoria.
The honourable member for Essendon raised particular concerns about the Moonee
Ponds Marketplace and the position in which a number of tenants find themselves as a
result of the procedures that have been followed through and the delays that have inevitably
occurred since the passage of the legislation. I will be pleased to make inquiries about the
issue he has raised and I will discuss with him what steps, if any, the government can take
to ensure that the rights and prerogatives of those whom he is proud to represent are given
proper and due consideration.
Mr CATHIE (Minister for Education)-The honourable member for Hawthorn raised
for the attention of the Minister for Labour an issue concerning allegations of pilfering
certificates of authorisation and accusations of conspiracy. He wanted to know what action
has occurred over the alleged dealing in those certificates. I will refer those matters to the
Minister for Labour for response.
The honourable member for Doncaster raised an issue with the Minister for Planning
and Environment and requested the introduction of necessary procedures to control
brothels and conditional permits. I shall refer that matter to the Minister for reply.
The honourable member for Murray Valley, on behalf of the Goulburn-North Eastern
Region group of principals, criticised the process of decision making for technology grants
to secondary schools. I believe the general manager of the schools set out in his
memorandum the relevant criteria. The program had limited funds which meant, of
course, that many schools that put forward excellent submissions did not make the final
list.
Session 1987-36
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I assure the honourable member for Murray Valley that there is no discrimination. If
the principals of the Goulburn-North Eastern Region have concerns about the way in
which the procedures were developed or decisions were communicated, they should take
them up with the Schools Division of the Ministry of Education.

Mr ROPER (Minister for Transport)-The honourable member for Lowan referred to
the delivery of blood supplies to The Nhill Hospital. I will have the matter investigated by
officers of V/Line and I will communicate further with the honourable member. I hope
that whatever problems exist can be resolved.
Mr TREZISE (Minister for Sport and Recreation)-The honourable member for
Ringwood referred to a matter about Croydon. It is correct to call the honourable member
the dynamic honourable member for Ringwood because she is a dynamo, particularly
when equal opportunity is concerned.
In this case, she referred to the Croydon Leisure Centre. She has been on my back about
that matter for some twelve months and has presented me with a petition bearing 262
signatures. At the invitation of the honourable members for Ringwood and Warrandyte, I
visited the centre. It is an excellent facility and is used by thousands of people each week.
Approximately 62 per cent of the people who use the centre are females. Many of the
women who attend aerobics classes and netball games take their children, and the creche
is often overcrowded.
The Department of Sport and Recreation is providing $225 000 to update and expand
the centre with particular emphasis on the creche. I congratulate the honourable member
for Ringwood because her efforts have been rewarded. I am sure the people in the electorate
she represents will appreciate the tremendous work she has done.

Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and Emergency Services)-The honourable
member for Caulfield raised with me the government's recent undertaking to increase the
effective strength of the Police Force by 1030 over the next three years. As the honourable
member correctly pointed out, that undertaking has been welcomed by the Police Force,
as it has by the community generally. So far as I am aware, the honourable member for
Caulfield is one of the few people who have not welcomed the development.
The result of that undertaking by the government will be that the effective strength of
the Police Force will have increased by more than 2000 over a seven-year period. That
will be an achievement in which the government is entitled to take some pride. In those
circumstances, it would be remarkable if criticism of it were to be made from any quarter.

Mr McCUTCHEON (Minister for Property and Services)-The honourable member
for Bendigo West, perhaps giving one of the shortest speeches on record in this House,
raised the matter of government offices in Bendigo and asked me to affirm the government's
intention to proceed with the occupation of the former State Electricity Commission
building on the corner ofHargreaves and Williamson streets in the centre ofBendigo.
I certainly affirm the government's intention to go ahead with the use of that buildin~.
The decision was made in the light of the serious accommodation problem facing pubhc
servants in Bendigo. The matter has caused some controversy.
Some time ago, the honourable member for Bendi$o East agreed that the government
should purchase the State Electricity Commission buIlding and made that fact known in
Bendigo. However, apparently he later contradicted that view and has approached the
Bendigo City Council encouraging it to persuade the government to sell the building. That
shows the absurdity of the situation in that city. Bendigo needs good sound accommodation
for public servants so that they can serve the public ofBendigo.
My department is determined that the office building in Hargreaves Street is used for
that purpose because it is in a superb location. The shopfront in that building will be used
for the first regional office of the Information Victoria Centre. That will be the first place
in which the government bookshop and information centre will be available in a regional
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centre in Victoria. Bendigo is an eminently suitable place for that first regional office of
Information Victoria Centre to be established.
The benefits will be appreciated by the people of Bendigo when that service is opened.
Access to other government services in that office building is important to the future of
that city.
The motion was agreed to.
The House adjourned at 11.11 p. m.
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Thursday, 17 September 1987
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T. Edmunds) took the chair at 10.34 a.m. and read the
prayer.
QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

ACTIVITIES OF DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR OFFICERS
Mr GUDE (Hawthorn)-In the absence of the Minister for Labour will the Minister
Assisting the Minister for Labour advise the House what knowledge he has of the illegal
activities of officers of his department, Messrs Curnow, Jercinovic, Donovan and Jones,
who have been associated with the issuing of certificates of competency involving the
illegal use of departmental applications for their personal gain? Will the Minister for
Labour involve the police in this fraud, as he has in the boiler and pressure vessels scam?
Mr WALSH (Minister Assisting the Minister for Labour)-It is not the first time that
the honourable member for Hawthorn has raised a matter concerning corruption in
departments. I recall a similar question about the Public Works Department. On that
occasion the honourable member did not produce any evidence. I arranged for Victoria
Police Force officers to interview the honourable member for Hawthorn on that matter,
but he failed to produce any evidence.
Today he makes allegations in the House. I am unaware of whether he has written or
spoken to the Minister for Labour. He uses the protection of this House to make those
allegations. Perhaps he ought go outside and make those allegations.
I assure the honourable member for Hawthorn that the Minister for Labour will
investigate the matter.

VICTORIAN EQUITY TRUST
Mr ROSS-EDW ARDS (Leader of the National Party)-In the absence of the Treasurer,
who I am sorry to hear is ill-he will need to take life more quietly and give up some of
his exercises-I direct my question to the Premier. I refer to recent discussions between
Treasury officials of Victoria and the Commonwealth on the Victorian Equity Trust. If
the trust proceeds, will Victoria's borrowing powers be likely to be reduced by $300
million? This serious question is of concern to the National Party. I should appreciate the
Premier giving the House a specific answer, as this issue is vital to the Budget debate.
Mr CAIN (Premier)-I inform the Leader of the National Party that the Victorian
Equity Trust is proceeding. It is a major advance in the financial management of State
authorities and demonstrates that in this regard the Victorian government is to the forefront
of governments in Australia, and confidently expects that other governments may follow
its lead.
The proposal has already received a favourable response from the financial community,
both by strengthening the financial position of the authorities and, most importantly, by
providing finance at lower cash costs for those authorities, as the Treasurer and I have
said. The government is confident of the success of this raising, which will proceed late
this year.
Another question to be discussed at the next Premiers Conference in 1988 is whether
the Victorian Equity Trust should operate within global limits. Both governments have
agreed that the global limit allocation for 1987-88 will include borrowings and the Victorian
Equity Trust equity raisings. The Commonwealth has agreed to examine the treatment of
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borrowings for the Portland Smelter Unit Trust and other finance raisings by that
organisation in the context of the global limits.
The government agreed to take steps to ensure that the non-Budget sector borrowings
are held at the global limit levels, and these steps will be directed towards maintaining
flexibility on the capital raising side of the non-Budget sector.
One example is that it is now expected that the proceeds of the sale of the World Trade
Centre, which was publicly announced only recently, will be available this financial year
and not next year, as was previously expected. This will reduce the need for borrowings in
the current financial year. There is an understanding as to what will occur this year and
the question of the long-term definition will be determined at the next Premiers Conference.
Mr Ross-Edwards-Tell us about this year.
Mr CAIN-I believe I have explained what will occur this year. The Leader of the
National Party will realise that when he reads the Hansard record.
Mr Austin interjected.
Mr CAIN-Honourable members opposite who did not understand what I said should
read the record carefully; they will then understand.
The government believes strongly that the Victorian Equity Trust will allow more
flexibility. The trust will be able to obtain money at a lower cash cost than by borrowing
debt capital at high interest rates. It will strengthen the balance sheets of authorities and
assist in minimising any increases in household costs, such as water, gas and electricity
charges.
All I ask is that the opposition parties examine carefully the merits of the issue. I am
sure the Leader of the National Party will realise that the decision is sound and is accepted
by the Commonwealth as being a sound exercise.

MONAS" MEDICAL CENTRE
Mr MICALLEF (Springvale)-Following the ongoing representations from me and my
government colleagues, including the honourable member for Clayton, who represent the
south-eastern suburbs, will the Premier inform the House of the action taken by the
government in ensuring the successful opening of the Monash Medical Centre?
Mr CAIN (Premier)-Tomorrow afternoon I will open Melbourne's newest hospital,
the Monash Medical Centre. This is the first major hospital to be built in Victoria since
1956; in other words, it is the first major hospital to be built in more than 30 years.
Honourable members interjecting.

Mr CAIN-Those honourable members opposite who belong to that political party
that governed the State for 27 years should be aware that the former Liberal government
first promised to build a major teaching hospital in the south-eastern suburbs back in
1961. As the Minister for Transport interjects, it trotted out that promise every three years,
and it just forgot about the promise in between.
No action was taken during those 27 years about construction of such a hospital. The
former Liberal government was bone lazy and would not face up to the issue. It is
impossible to believe that in those prosperous years, the 1950s, the 1960s or the 1970sthe halcyon years of growth and expansion in every'area-the former Liberal government
did nothing about hospitals. It is a damning indictment of the Liberal Party.
When the Labor Party came to government, it was determined to push ahead in difficult
economic circumstances and to do those things that needed to be done. It was obvious
that hospitals had been built in one place years ago and that people had gone to live
elsewhere. Even the Liberal Party knew about that, but it did nothing.
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The relocation of the former Queen Victoria Hospital and part of Prince Henry's
Hospital to Clayton is a very important move in providing the people of the south-eastern
suburbs with accessible, high quality medical services. Never before has a Victorian
government relocated a major public hospital.
That decision was not made lightly. There were many critics of the government, but I
believe its decision has now been vindicated.
Since the opening of the Monash Medical Centre on 19 July there have been significant
demands for its services, particularly by local residents. The occupancy rate in general
wards is almost 85 per cent. The casualty department is treating between 45 and 65
patients a day and the intensive care and coronary care units are also well used.
Honourable members opposite should note that almost 60 per cent of people attending
the casualty department live locally; that is something honourable members opposite
apparently prefer to overlook. The former Liberal government was not prepared to make
the decision to move the hospital to where the people live. This is another example of
what my government has been prepared to do.
Despite all the flak from non-thinking members of the Opposition and elsewhere, the
government decided to respond to the needs of Victorians. It is important that these
people should have access to an affordable, reliable and, above all, efficient health care
service close to where they live.

MIGRANT EMPLOYMENT ADVISORY UNIT
Mr LEIGH (Malvern)-Is the Minister for Labour aware of allegations that an officer
employed in the Migrant Employment Advisory Unit to assist the Vietnamese community
has been described by that community as nothing more than a campaign worker for the
former State President of the Victorian Branch of the Australian Labor Party, and Federal
member for Melbourne, Mr Gerry Hand?
Is the Minister aware of the subsidisation of the Australian Labor Party from the public
purse, and will he inform the House whether the remainder of the $185 000 that the unit
spends is being spent--

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER-Order! I could not hear the latter part of the honourable member's
question and I doubt whether the Minister could hear him. I ask the honourable member
to repeat that part of his question.

Mr LEIGH-The latter part of my question was: will the Minister inform the House
whether the remainder of the $185 000 that the unit spends is being spent in the same way
as the money allocated to the Vietnamese officer?
Mr CRABB (Minister for Labour)-I am appalled by the incipient racism that inevitably
comes from the honourable member for Malvern. When the Liberal government was in
office, it did nothing about people in migrant communities, especially those most recently
arrived in Australia.
Some eighteen months ago the Cain government established the Migrant Employment
Advisory Unit consisting of people who were bilingual in a number of Indo-Chinese
languages, and in Arabic. People from those countries arrived in Australia in the last days
of the Liberal government when no jobs were available for them. Therefore, the
communities suffered chronic unemployment levels.
The former Liberal government did nothing about the problem, but the Labor
government has taken action. It established the Migrant Employment Advisory Unit,
which has done an excellent job and is totally supported by those communities. The unit
is part of the Job Link program which addresses the problems of the long-term unemployed
and assists people in the areas in which they live.
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ABORTIONS
Mr HANN (Rodney)-In view of the fact that the government acknowledges that
human life commences within 24 hours of fertilisation, will the Premier advise the House
why the government is continuing to allow the shedding of the innocent blood of thousands
of Victorians each year by abortion?
The SPEAKER-Order! I have some trouble in accepting the question as being the
responsibility of the Premier.
Mr HANN-He is the Leader of the government.
The SPEAKER-Order! I shall allow the question.
Mr CAIN (Premier)-I can answer the Deputy Leader of the National Party only by
saying that all honourable members understand his strongly held views on this and other
issues. If the honourable member believes that some breaches of the law are occurring, he
knows the remedy.
This area of the law has perhaps enjoyed some notoriety in recent times because of the
views expressed by a number of people.
Ifbreaches occur, the Deputy Leader of the National Party should make a complaint to
the legitimate authority. Ifhe believes a breach of the law has occurred, I suggest he cease
his rhetoric and make a specific complaint of a breach of the law to the persons who are
responsible and who enforce the law.

COAL-BASED INDUSTRIES IN THE LATROBE VALLEY
Miss CALLISTER (Morwell)-Will the Minister for Industry, Technology and
Resources inform the House of initiatives being taken by his department to develop coalbased industries in my electorate in the Latrobe Valley?
Mr FORDHAM (Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources)-I thank the
honourable member for her question and, more fundamentally, for her tireless efforts in
seeking to widen employment and investment opportunities within the Latrobe Valley. I
am sure that she will be sorely missed following her recent announcement.
As honourable members are aware, the Coal Corporation of Victoria has recently been
active in promoting the development of new industry based on the high quality coal
resources that are particularly within the Loy Yang open cut. I have made announcements
in that regard.
The government sought registrations of interest, and was pleased with the responses
received both from Australian companies and from companies in countries such as Japan,
Korea, the United States of America and in Europe.
The aim of the coal industry program is to seek the establishment of industries based
on that basic commodity that is available in huge quantities in the Latrobe Valley.
The government is pleased to be able to translate that potential to investment and
employment opportunities. Tomorrow I shall be opening the first coal for industry pilot
plant in the Latrobe Valley at Traralgon.
The Coal and Carbon Industries Ltd char demonstration plant will have the capacity to
produce 10 tonnes a day of carbon feedstock suitable for further processing into special
products, such as electrode and activated carbons and smokeless fuels.
I hope all honourable members on both sides of the House appreciate and acknowledge
that this initiative will enable the completion ofa feasibility study for a 100 000 tonne per
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annum commercial operation within the Latrobe Valley, and Coal and Carbon Industries
Ltd is to be congratulated for its decision to develop this technology in Victoria.
It is using local engineering consultants to manage the development of the project in
association with the Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology.

This is a further example of the harnessing of talents and the capacity of tertiary
institutions to work in with the government in accordance with its overall economic
strategy that the government has been proud to introduce.
Again, I say to the honourable member for Morwell that her efforts over a long time in
ensuring that there are further development opportunities in her electorate and the Latrobe
Valley are starting to bear fruit. I wish her well, as I hope members on all sides of the
House do, following the announcement of her retirement this year.

REBATE PAYMENTS THROUGH ALUVIC
Mr RAMSAY (Balwyn)-Will the Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources
indicate how much of the $90 million received by the State Electricity Commission from
aluminium smelting in 1986-87 was in fact a rebate payment made by the government
through ALUVIC because the world price of aluminium was still below the break-even
price established in the Portland agreement? Also, why has the figure not been made
public?
Mr FORDHAM (Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources)-The honourable
member has asked questions about the application of this principle in the past and he has
received details on how the government is operating in this area.
I shall discuss this matter with the Treasurer following his return to work in terms of
the specific amounts that he has raised.

TRANSPORT SERVICES FOR FRANKSTON
Mrs HILL (Frankston North)-Will the Minister for Transport advise the House of the
recent initiatives he has taken to provide the residents of my electorate of Frankston
North and the residents of the Mornington Peninsula as a whole with improved transport
services?
Mr ROPER (Minister for Transport)-The honourable member for Frankston North
is consistently strong in putting her views, and the views of her constituents and others
who are less well represented in that part of the State, regarding the need for better public
transport in that area.
A number of major developments have occurred or are occurring in the Frankston and
Mornington Peninsula areas. Firstly, in October this year an innovative and exciting new
shoppers' service will be introduced between Hastings and Mornin$ton. It will be the first
time that taxis will be used on a bus route. The Victorian TaXI Association was the
successful tenderer. The number of people using the route was not as high as is required
for a normal route bus.
These people will have access to effective public transport services-subsidised by the
Metropolitan Transit Authority-through the pilot program operated by the Victorian
Taxi Association. The taxis will follow a prescribed route. The government is looking
forward to this new development which will ensure that people in those areas, which are
significantly far apart and comparatively sparsely populated, receive the benefit of public
transport services.
'
I am able to report to the House that, since July, when new services were introduced on
the eastern Mornington Peninsula, the passenger journeys from Frankston to Balnarring
have increased by more than 2000. The government is looking forward to further increases
along those particular routes.
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In the next month-this will be of interest to the honourable member for Frankston
North-the government intends to operate extended hours services from the Frankston
railway station. Many people, particularly those commuters coming down from Melbourne,
arrive at the station to find that the last bus has already gone. This has been a problem
throughout the metropolitan area for a long time. As a result of major bus expansion
initiatives a number of routes in the Frankston area will now operate until 8 p.m. In
addition, timetables will be altered to make the services more efficient. This service will
assist literally hundreds of commuters in the Frankston area.
I point out to the House that this is not something new in the peninsula area.
Improvements have been made consistently over the past five years. The reintroduction
of the Stony Point line has resulted in up to 500 people a day using that service. The
previous Liberal government abolished that service.
The government has a strong commitment to improve public transport services in the
Frankston and peninsula areas. The honourable member for Frankston North will continue
to receive a favourable hearing on her numerous representations.

TEACHER SHORTAGES
Mr REYNOLDS (Gisborne)-Will the Minister for Education inform the House whether
the principals of the Gisborne High Technical School and the Sunshine Technical School
have been threatened with disciplinary action because they brought to the attention of the
public the severe teacher shortages at their schools? Will the Minister also inform the
House whether it is the policy of the government to hold principals of schools responsible
for shortages of teachers at their schools?
The SPEAKER-Order! The second part of the question of the honourable member for
Gisborne relating to the policy of the government is out of order.
Mr CATHIE (Minister for Education)-There is no truth in the allegations and I am
disappointed that the honourable member has repeated completely irresponsible
allegations.
My concern and the concern of the government is clear. I am concerned for the students
in those schools and for the smooth development of the education programs. It is for those
reasons that I have called for an urgent report and requested the schools and senior
Ministry of Education officials to meet to work through the particular difficulties.
There is no truth in the allegation that the Ministry of Education is in any way responsible
for some of these difficulties. I want to make that quite clear.
Mr Leigh-What is it responsible for then?
Mr CATHIE-The difficulties that have arisen at the Sunshine Technical School are
difficulties that the school itself has helped to develop. There have been three occasions
on which the Ministry has made teachers available to that school, but the school declined
to take those teachers. The Ministry will work through these difficulties with the school
and wants to know why these "difficulties are occurring.
The Ministry is anxious to ascertain how it can better solve the staffing difficulties being
faced by these schools. It shall consult with the principals of the schools and the schools
themselves tn assist them in developing the programs they want so that the students have
a high quality education. That is what the MiIlistry will do and will achieve.

DISABLED SPORTSPERSONS
Mr McNAMARA (Benalla)-Is the Minister for Sport and Recreation aware of moves
to encourage disabled people to take a more active role in sport? More particularly, will
the Minister provide assistance to the Victoria Rowing Association so that it can establish
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a rowing centre for the disabled in Victoria and prepare a team of disabled rowers for an
international competition for disabled persons in 1988?
Mr TREZISE (Minister for Sport and Recreation)-The Department of Sport and
Recreation will do all it can to assist disabled sportspeople. People are participating in a
wider range of sports than ever before.
I read in the newspapers only today where the Victorian Cricket Association is assisting
disabled people to participate in cricket. I note the Australian Rowing Council, in
conjunction with the Western Australian Rowing Council, has developed a format to
provide competition for disabled rowers during the bicentennial year. I would have seen
difficulties in disabled rowers participating in that relatively dangerous water sport, but I
understand unsinkable double craft will be introduced to make it safer for them.
I can assure the honourable member that the department is only too willing to help and
if the honorable member, a former Victorian rowing champion, has some views on this
topic I will take note of them.

AMATEUR BOXING
Mr NORRIS (Dandenong)-What action does the Minister for Sport and Recreation
intend to take as a result of the continuing disputation within the sport of amateur boxing?
Mr TREZISE (Minister for Sport and Recreation)-The dispute within amateur boxing
in Victoria has gone on for more than twelve months and the Department of Sport and
Recreation has been trying to solve those difficulties.
If amateur people could fight as well inside the ring as they have demonstrated outside
the ring, Victoria would have more champion boxers.
The guidelines of the Department of Sport and Recreation on recognising parent sporting
bodies states that the recognised parent body that is to receive government assistance
must be a body that represents all the participants in that sport. Therefore, the Victorian
Amateur Boxing Association cannot be recognised as the parent sporting body because it
does not represent all amateur boxers. I understand that the Victorian Amateur Boxing
Association controls approximately half the members of that sport and that the Victorian
Amateur Boxing League controls the other half.
The Victorian Amateur Boxing League, like its rival, the Victorian Amateur Boxing
Association, also does not come under the criterion of a national body as it is not recognised
by the Australian Sports Commission.
It is about time commonsense and teamwork prevailed between the VABA and VABL,
not so much for the sake of the officials who are warring, but more for the sake of the
youngsters involved in the sport. The quicker the two bodies get their acts together, the
sooner the government will be again prepared to recognise amateur boxing as a sport in
this State under the guidelines of assisting a parent sporting body.

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS
Mr TANNER (Caulfield)-Mr Speaker, I wish to make a personal explanation. Last
night during the debate on the motion for the adjournment of the sitting I expressed
concern regarding the implications of the advice to members of the Police Association by
the association's president, Mr Phil Edge, that a condition imposed on the association by
the government regarding the government's recently promised extra 900 police over the
next three years was that the Police Association must refrain in future from publicly
criticising the government about the lack of police manpower.
In his reply, the Minister for Police and Emergency Services misrepresented me by
claiming that I was one of the few members of Parliament who had not welcomed the
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promised staff increase. The implication in the reply of the Minister was that I am critical
of an increase in police manpower. That is untrue.
My wish is that the government increase existing police manpower by at least 2000
police.
Mr GUDE (Hawthorn)-Mr Speaker, I also wish to make a personal explanation. This
morning during question time the Minister Assisting the Minister for Labour, in the
absence of the Minister for Labour, indicated that I have not been cooperative with the
police on certain matters relevant to his portfolio. I deny that assertion.
I have spoken with police on several occasions and have made certain papers available
to them; charges have since been laid against companies and staff of the Public Works
Department.

PETITION
The Clerk-I have received the following petition for presentation to Parliament:

Somerville intersection improvements
To THE

HONOURABLE THE SPEAKER AND MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY IN PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED:

The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the State of Victoria sheweth that there is grave concern at
the dangers to lives and property because of the dangerous conditions that exist at the intersection of FrankstonFlinders Road and Eramosa Road, Somerville.
Your petitioners pray that urgent action be taken to implement the plans that have been in existence for eight
years to improve this intersection before loss oflife occurs.
And your petitioners. as in duty bound. will ever pray.

By Mr Cooper (593 signatures)
It was ordered that the petition be laid on the table.

AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORT
The SPEAKER presented the Treasurer's statement of the receipts and payments of the
Consolidated Fund and the Trust Fund for the year ended 30 June 1987, accompanied by
the report of the Auditor-General and by the documents specified in section 47 of the
Audit Act.
It was ordered that the report be laid on the table, and be printed.

ADJOURNMENT
Mr FORDHAM (Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources)-I move:
That the House. at its rising. adjourn until Tuesday, October 6.

This is the normal procedural motion regarding the setting of the date for the next day of
sitting.
The motion was agreed to.

GRIEVANCES
The SPEAKER-Order! The question is:
That grievances be noted.

Mr GUDE (Hawthorn)-On a number of occasions in this House, I have raised a
matter of concern about corrupt practices within the Department of Labour and, in
particular, the involvement of the permanent head of the department, Mr Philip Bentley.
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When I briefly raised the matter during an aside in question time this morning, the
Minister Assisting the Minister for Labour, in the absence of the Minister for Labour who
seems always to be absent from the Chamber, indicated that I ought to put up or shut up.
I propose to do that now.
A personal vendetta of the cruellest and most indecent kind is being undertaken by the
permanent head of the Department of Labour, Mr Philip Bentley. He has placed in
purgatory a senior crane inspector, Mr GeoffWiIliams.
That man has been put to one side. During this time, when the Department of Labour
has not had one single qualified crane inspector, there has been a number of crane deaths
in the State. I shall not detail them as they have been well reported previously. There have
been crane deaths on construction sites at Port Campbell, at Loy Yang, and in the City of
Melbourne.
On 28 April I raised the matter of corruption in the Department of Labour in this House
and I shall read to the House the final threatening words of the Minister for Labour when
he said:
In due course. when police investigations are completed, he-

Meaning me:
... will come to regret the fact that he has raised these matters.

It will be regretted, all right. The Minister, his permanent head and anybody else who gets
into bed with them will regret it because one of the worst, meanest and most corrupt
practices that has ever occurred in Victoria has occurred under the Minister's
administration.

Mr Simpson-Prove it!
Mr GUDE-I shall prove it. Indeed, the honourable member should hang around; he
should not leave the Chamber.
In a letter of 11 July directed to the Secretary of the Victorian Public Service Association,
Mr Jim Young, Mr Williams states:
As you are aware, I have received two sets of allegations of misconduct and negligence in the course of my
duties from the Director-General of the Department of Labour, Mr Philip Bentley.

Mr CRABB (Minister for Labour)-On a point of order, Mr Speaker, the honourable
member is quoting extensively from a file. I believe it is the procedure in this House that
he must table that file, making it available for honourable members. I ask that that file be
made available.
The SPEAKER-Order! The usual practice in this House in the time that I have been
here is that when an honourable member brings a file into the House and uses that material
in debate he must be prepared to make it available to the House.
Mr GUDE (Hawthorn)-I shall, with pleasure, table the entire file for the purposes of
the House. The file is entitled "Department of Labour-Illegal Activities Paper, Edition
No. 1, The WiIliams Affair, Certificates Section, Crane Safety". In due course when I have
got through it I shall happily hand it to the Minister and to every honourable member
who wants a copy of it.
The letter to the Secretary of the Victorian Public Service Association continues:
One set dated 17 November 1986, contained 17 allegations and the other dated 19 March 1987, contained a
further 79 making a total of96 allegations against me....
Prior to receiving the opportunity to answer any allegations, during October 1986 I was removed from my
office in the most degrading manner and sent to a warehouse situation with poor facilities, no telephones and
bowls of rat poison positioned about the room ....
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Following this item in "The Age" Bentley said that ifhe continued to be personally involved in my affair he
could be seen to be biased. He transferred the matter to his deputy, W. G. Hall. Hall is the person who supervised
the departmental investigation and in my opinio~ is clearly committe~ to establishing my guilt.

I will not read any further from that document but I indicate that included in the file are
photocopies of photographs of the degrading circumstances in which this man has been
forced to become involved. They show the bowls of rat poison and the toilet without a
seat lying on the side; and it is a disgraceful arrangement.
I turn now to the other matters relating specifically to this issue. Another person became
involved in the circumstances in which Mr Williams was being pursued in this vendetta
led by Mr Bentley. That man's name is Mr Andrew Holgate whom I have not mentioned
in this House before. He is an investigator appointed, presumably, by Mr Bentley at the
Minister's behest, to persecute, run down and catch anybody he possibly can.
.
I shall read from a statutory declaration signed by Mr R. W. J. Condon of 69 Win field
Road, North Balwyn. He is a lecturer in industry skills at the Holmesglen College of
T AFE. It reads:
I make this declaration as a result of my concern to see justice done in the case of a Department of Labour
inspector, Mr GeoffWilliams.
In approximately October/November of 1986 a Department of Labour officer, Mr Andrew Holgate, telephoned
and insisted that he speak to me at my house....

He did not want to see him at his place of work or in town; he had to see him at his home:
... and indicated he was assigned to investigate Mr Williams who, according to Holgate had done something
illegal.

The man has not been charged but we know that he has been completely cleared by a full
police inquiry, and I have a copy of that document.
Mr Crabb-No, he has not!
Mr GUDE-The Minister interjects and I shall deal with that later, if he is patient. If
time is against me, I shall come to that at a later date. The declaration continues:
Mr Holgate threatened me and implied that unless I cooperated and gave information which would incriminate
WiIliams, he, Holgate, would see that I had my trade tickets cancelled. He had my file in his hand at the time.
This action. of course, would directly affect my livelihood as a training instructor at Holmesglen T AFE College.
I gave no information of an incriminatory nature, because there was none to give.

There was no evidence to give yet he was being cajoled by a senior officer appointed by
the Minister and paid by the Crown.
Nothing has occurred to me since that time so I can only assume Mr Holgate thought better of the incident.

And so he should think better of the incident! It is the most disgraceful incident in this
State for many years.
Let us turn now to Mr Curnow, whom I have mentioned in this House previously.
Included in the file of papers are references I have made in this House when the Minister
was, as usual, absent. It is a change for him to be in the House today, and I welcome him.
Mr Crabb interjected.
Mr GUDE-You are saying he is innocent?
Mr Crabb-I am saying you slandered him!
Mr GUDE-Are you saying he is guilty?
The SPEAKER-Order! The honourable member will ignore interjections and address
the Chair.
Mr GUDE-I really do not want to upset the little fellow so I shall address the Chair.
Mr Curnow has an interesting background. I mentioned part of it in the House, and that
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cannot be referred to, but I should like to go to another issue that I am able to raise relating
to his performance.
The gentleman I referred to from the Holmesglen College ofTAFE, Mr Condon, on one
occasion went into the Department of Labour at the request ofMr Curnow, to be confronted
by this man with his file and he referred to all of the tickets that had been issued by Mr
Geoff Williams, a senior inspector of lifts or cranes in this State, as rubbish. He said,
"What is all this rubbish?" The remark was made at a counter where the public were
present. Several members of the public heard the degrading remarks of this man, Curnow.
Who is he? He is the guy who issued certificates to a crane driver contrary to the
instructions of his senior inspector. For the benefit of the Minister for Labour, I have
copies of departmental memorandums which outline the situation.
I shall refer to a memorandum from the much maligned Geoff Williams to Mr Don
Robinson, the Director of Technical Services in the Department of Labour, dated 27
August 1986. It states:
Further to your memorandum dated 18.7.86 regarding Mr B. Curnow issuing a crane driver's certificate
contrary to my instructions and an investigation at your request regarding the Favco crane which struck the flag
pole on the top of the Melbourne Club in Collins Street last week it has been discovered that it was the very same
driver who received this certificate from Mr R. Curnow.

That is the type of guy the Minister is seeking to protect; that is the type of man the
Minister will not take action against; that is the type of activity mentioned in this House
on three occasions.
Mr Spyker-You have been wrong every time!
Mr GUDE-The Minister for Consumer Affairs obviously thinks he is the Minister for
Labour. He says I have been wrong every time and I challenge him to prove that to the
satisfaction of the people of Victoria. He should prove that to the Victoria Police Force,
which is sick and tired of the ham-fisted way in which the Minister for Labour tries to
keep these matters out of public gaze.

Mr Williams was called to the St Kilda Road police complex and was interviewed in the
presence of Detective Senior Sergeant Francis, who had conducted a detailed examination
of Mr Williams's activities. I have copies of all the depositions that were taken on that
occasion.
It is quite clear that Mr Williams is innocent; however, another inquiry will be conducted.
That goes to the point the Minister was making before about waiting to see what will
happen. Detective Senior Sergeant Francis, a man of the greatest repute and a man who
has conducted the investigation into the corrupt activities over which the Minister presides,
will now have his activities inquired into by Detective Senior Sergeant Ross. He will make
inquiries into the activities of Detective Senior Sergeant Francis and those ofMr Williams.
Where does this end and what is the reason behind it? What has Mr Williams done? He
has answered all the charges.

These days Mr Williams waters pot-plants, keeps them polished and answers telephone
calls. What is happening while he is doing that? The Minister for Labour is allowing people
in Victoria to be killed. So often honourable members hear the government claiming how
well the construction industry in Victoria is going, particularly in the central business
district of Melbourne. No-one denies that-a lot of cranes are used when major construction
is taking place.
A few weeks ago, not one qualified crane inspector was operating in the Melbourne
central business district. That came about because the Minister, in association with Mr
Philip Bentley, the permanent head of the Department of Labour, has become involved
in a decentralised restructuring of the department. All the expertise of the department is
trickling out into the country.
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We know the exploits of the department's people in Geelong. We know the way they
flew to Warrnambool and berated an inspector in that area. Ultimately, they had to back
off because of pressures directed at them. The "Gestapo" was sent from Geelong, but it
was wrong and Mr Doolan was cleared.
A new crash course for training crane inspectors has been developed and "crash" is the
appropriate word. The department, God bless it, sent two lots of people, five at a time, to
undergo a one-day crash course in crane assessment. I shall read from another statutory
declaration from Mr Condon, which states:
I have had 30 years in the building industry, including 25 years' experience on Favco cranes, in fact ever since
they came to Victoria in approximately 1963.
I am greatly concerned about safety in the workplace and especially with regard to cranes located on major
building sites in the Melbourne central business district because they operate in areas where the public could be
injured or killed ifnot operated safely and responsibly ...

The Minister for Labour is responsible for what is going on as cranes whiz around the
cityRecently a group (10) 5 x 5 inspectors from the Department of Labour were sent to Holmesglen to undergo a
one-day crash course in Favco cranes so they could inspect them safely. These men-all good people-did not
have any special qualification or previous knowledge of cranes.
I know from my long experience that one day is not long enough to qualify them to inspect a complex piece of
equipment like a Favco crane such as that used on the Rialto Building, 600 feet up in the air.
In my view, this knowledge can only be acquired over years and should be done by a process of training and
on the job learning under the watchful eye of someone experienced in this area ...

Someone like the deposed Mr WilliamsThey should also have an engineering background, i.e., fitter, mechanic etc., to recognise the cranes' componentry.
Some, and I believe probably none, ofthe men being pushed into the role by the department don't have the
required background.
One person had 18 years' experience as a scaffolder and cannot be expected to know anything about mechanical
components, yet he is charged with the responsibility of crane safety.
Others were carpenters and the like. I believe all of these men are good people and no doubt capable of doing
minor inspection work but are certainly not qualified to know with any certainty.the potential dangers ofa Favco
crane with all of its mechanical components.

When a crane comes crashing down and kills someone, will the Minister for Labour be the
first to grieve for the family affected? He has created and presided over this situation.
I shall now refer to the hypocrisy of the government, the Minister for Labour and his
department. I refer to a Federated Engine Drivers and Firemen's Association of Australia
newsletter entitled, "On the job safety". It relates to a dispute on 2 June following a
disturbing event at the Linkon site in Lonsdale Street in the city. The newsletter states:
The DEIA agreed with the FEDFA that a three-week training course should obviously not allow an inexperienced
operator to work on site in an unsupervised capacity, and in future all certificates issued by schools such as
Holmesglen would require the holders to finish their training under strict supervision.

The Minister allows unskilled people to take a one-day crash course in inspecting cranes
when his own department has agreed with the associatIon that three weeks is not enough.
The Department of Labour agreed that, having completed three weeks of continual onthe-job training, the men should be under supervision. Despite that, the f'vfinister has let
them run free without supervision. That is the most mean, miserable and culpable action
ever taken by any Minister of this State.
I shall c0nclude with one warning: the Minister should not use his normal vindictive
processes against a man who has safety at heart. I refer to the employee of the Holmesglen
College of Technical and Further Education. He only wants to generate safety, decency,
integrity and commonsense in the working place.
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The SPEAKER-Order! For the guidance of the House, I indicate that I shall call the
Minister for Labour to speak next, ifhe wishes. I shall then call the Leader of the National
Party and then another member of the Opposition. The call will then go back to the
government side of the House.

Mr CRABB (Minister for Labour)-I do not usually speak during the grievance debate
as I prefer to leave the time free for backbenchers to make their contributions. However, I
desire to respond to the matters that have been raised in such outrageous fashion by the
honourable member for Hawthorn. The contribution to the grievance debate by the
honourable member for Hawthorn is a rehash of material he has raised in the House
sporadically over recent months.
One can only imagine why he chooses the grievance debate to raise these matters that
he has raised on so many occasions. If this is his run for the leadership of the Opposition,
that gives the government benches some sense of confidence about the government's
longevity in office because, if that is the best the Opposition can produce, the government
has little to worry about.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr CRABB-Last year allegations of corruption were made against four members of
my department and those allegations were widely canvassed. The alleged corruption
involved the selling of certificates and the acceptance of money. Police investigations were
commenced and charges were lodged with the Public Service Board.
Of the four officers concerned, three have retired or resigned and one still remains in the
employ of the department. He is a man by the name ofWilliams and I would not normally
mention his name in the House.

Mr Gude interjected.
Mr CRABB-IfOpposition members need a lecture on propriety, I shall give them one.
The proper course of action is that the Minister should not intrude in such matters and
should not be involved in investigations. People are innocent until they are proved guilty,
as indeed they should be. What should happen is that the investigations being carried out
by the police should progress to their finality. The police should then report and, if
required, Public Service Board processes should then begin.
Mr Gude interjected.
Mr CRABB-The fact is that the police are still investigating Mr Williams, as I am
advised.
Mr Gude-At your request!
Mr CRABB-That is right, because there were allegations of corruption made against
employees of n1y department. It is proper that those allegations are investigated.
Mr Gude interjected.
Mr CRABB-It is singularly improper to raise these matters in the House under the
protection of privilege. The fact is that the honourable member for Hawthorn has been
used in an especially naive, stupid and improper fashion by Mr Williams, who is currently
under investigation.
Mr Gude interjected.
Mr CRABB-He has taken files from my department but he has not made them
available. However, in due course I shall ensure that those files are made available.
Mr GUDE (Hawthorn)-On a point of order, Mr Speaker--
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The SPEAKER-Order! There is no point of order. I will not accept a point of order on
the comment made by the Minister because the material is being processed and will be
available.
Mr CRABB (Minister for Labour)-The fact is that Mr Williams, who is under police
investigation, has been holding lengthy conversations with the honourable member for
Hawthorn and has been providing him with documentation-files, letters and so onwhich belong to the Department of Labour.
These things happen from time to time with any government but it is entirely improper
to make slanderous allegations against individuals in this House.
Mr Ross-Edwards interjected.
Mr CRABB-I have a better memory of that than the Leader of the National Party has.
At no stage can I recall ever having raised in Parliament matters concerning individual
public servants which were the subject of-Mr Gude interjected.
Mr CRABB-It is entirely improper to mention in this House matters that are being
investigated by the police and it is improper for the honourable member for Hawthorn to
act as an advocate for a person who is under police investigation for alleged corruption.
Mr Gude interjected.
Mr CRABB-Regardless of what the noisy honourable member for Hawthorn does, I
shall not intrude into those police investigations and I shall ensure that those investigations
proceed to their conclusion and that any offenders are dealt with without fear or favour
and without being pressured.
Mr Gude interjected.
The SPEAKER-Order! The honourable member for Hawthorn is continually barraging
the Minister with interjections. It is impossible to make points by interjection. If the
honourable member for Hawthorn wishes to make further statements, he has other
opportunities for doing so. I shall not hear the honourable member if he continues to
barrage the response of the Minister.
Mr CRABB-I have not involved myself in that investigation and, until now, I have
not responded to the slanderous matters raised by the honourable member for Hawthorn
over recent months. I intend to ensure that the police investigations of the allegations of
corruption are pursued to their conclusion. I shall not expedite those investigations. They
are matters for the police and I shall ensure that the results of those investigations are
properly dealt with.
I am reminded by my colleague, the Minister for Public Works, that he had a similar
situation in his department of corrupt activities that had been going on for ten years and
even twenty years, about which the Liberal Party did nothing when it was in office. The
Minister for Public Works had those matters duly investigated and the result was that 500
charges were laid.
When something sleazy and seedy is brought to the attention of a Labor Minister, it is
pursued and the matter is properly dealt with, with due regard to the civil liberties of the
people concerned. The names of the people invotved are not bandied around this place,
as has been done by the honourable member for Hawthorn in this instance. Labor Ministers
cause these matters to be investigated properly, without making presumptions of guilt or
innocence in advance.
That will be done in the present instance. I shall not take any action different from that
merely because of slanderous allegations being made by the honourable member for
Hawthorn.

