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Wednesday, 25 March 1987
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T. Edmunds) took the chair at 2.5 p.m. and read the prayer.

ABSENCE OF MINISTER
The SPEAKER-Order! I advise the House that the Minister for Consumer Affairs will
be absent from the House on Ministerial business today and tomorrow.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

TRANSPORT UNIONS
Mr BROWN (Gippsland West)-I ask the Minister for Transport whether it is a fact
that the transport unions have such power over the Minister that he cannot act without
their approval.
The SPEAKER-Order! I do not uphold that as a question about which the Minister
has responsibility. Therefore, I disallow the question.
Mr KENNETT (Leader of the Opposition)-On a point of order, Mr Speaker, this
question relates to the influences which may affect the way the Minister carries out his
duties. It is part of Government administration. It is a simple question and is owed an
answer.
Mr RICHARDSON (Forest Hill)-On the same point of order, Mr Speaker, the question
relates directly to Government administration and the way the Minister is able to carry
out his responsibility as a Minister of the Crown. I ask you, Sir, to reconsider your ruling
in that light. I repeat that the question relates directly to Government administration and
the way in which the Minister administers his department.
The SPEAKER-Order! I do not uphold the point of order. I ask the honourable
member for Gippsland West to rephrase the question rather than asking the Minister for
an opinion about the influences that may affect him. If the honourable member does that,
I shall allow the question.
Mr BROWN (Gippsland West)-I ask the Minister for Transport whether there has
been any recent proposal of his that he has been unable to implement because of union
insistence that the proposal does not proceed.
The SPEAKER-Order! The question is in order.
Mr ROPER (Minister for Transport)-In the course of the activities of the Ministry of
Transport, many groups are consulted on the operations of the Ministry. The Ministry
consults with railway unions, tram unions, unions engaged in the trucking and road
transport industries, unions concerned in the maritime industry and, to a lesser extent,
unions concerned in the air industry. In that consultation process, naturally, the effort isas with other community groups-to seek agreement to specific propositions.
Honourable members would be aware that in many instances that consultation does not
end with agreement and action must then be taken. Honourable members who believe the
Government can do nothing without the approval of the unions might note the significant
changes that have occurred in staffing levels and Budget arrangements in the Ministry of
Transport in recent times.
It would be unfair to the Australian Railways Union to suggest that it had approved
those propositions. However, the Ministry has a series of agreements, many of which date
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back a long time. For instance, an agreement was made many years ago about the way in
which the suburban driver arrangements operate.
The Ministry naturally considers that to be one of the potential projects with which it
may become involved with the relevant unions. The Ministry will be consulting with those
unions about that matter, as well as about the industry plans that were released yesterday.
I make it clear that, in the end, the Government makes the decision and puts that
decision into effect, with agreement if possible.

SMOKING AT YOUTH TRAINING AND RECEPTION CENTRES
Mr HANN (Rodney)-Is the Premier aware of reports that clients as young as twelve
years of age in youth training and reception centres are being issued with a daily ration of
cigarettes? If the reports are accurate, how does the Premier equate that practice with the
Government's recently announced anti-smoking initiatives?
Mr CAIN (Premier)-I am not aware of the reports to which the honourable member
for Rodney refers. I should have thought that he would have been the least perturbed
about the Government making its intentions clear. If the honourable member has a
concern about a specific institution, he should take it up with the person in charge of the
institution.
I know the feelings of the honourable member for Rodney about a number of matters,
from smoking to bad language, which is something he should take up with the Leader of
the Opposition. I hope the concern of the honourable member about a specific institution
will not diminish the support that all members of Parliament should give to the
Government's Quit program and all the Government is doing to discourage children from
smoking.
I should have hoped there would have been genuine support for what the Government
is doing. It diminishes the honourable member for Rodney to refer to a specific situation
when the Government is pursuing a policy that should be supported by everyone. As I
stated previously, if the honourable member wants to take up the issue of what is occurring
in a specific institution, I invite him to do so, but he should not try to undermine a
worthwhile program that should have support from all sides of the House.

PEGGING OF PRICES
Mr STIRLING (Williamstown)-I ask the Premier whether he can outline to the House
the steps the Government is taking to ensure that the increases in the Government's prices
peg basket do not exceed 6 per cent.
Mr CAIN (Premier)-I hope it has been made clear to all honourable members what
the Government's commitment is in regard to preventing the total price of the basket of
State charges from increasing by more than 6 per cent. I regret that the Leader of the
Opposition is running around and sounding off, as usual, without any authority and
seeking to divert attention from another issue by attempting to undermine the prices peg
program.
The Government has included in the basket State charges that are of most importance
to household budgets: public transport fares, water, gas, electricity, third-party insurance
premiums, motor registration fees and drivers' licence fees. The Opposition still does not
understand the fundamentals. I was interested and surprised to hear yet again the nonsense
about abalone licences. What do they have to do with household budgets?
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr CAIN-This just goes to show that members of the Opposition do not want to
understand. If there were any doubt about how serious the Government is in its
commitment to pegging the prices of the contents of the Government basket, I dispel that
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doubt by again directing the attention of honourable members to the decision announced
by the Minister for Transport concerning increases in drivers' licence fees. Those fees were
determined by regulation to increase from $54 to $60, an increase of some 11 per cent, to
restore the former position. The Government decided to repeal that regulation and to
introduce a fresh regulation that demonstrated the Government's firm commitment to
pegging avera~e increases to no more than 6 per cent. That has been made abundantly
clear. The fee Increase will be limited to 6 per cent, and drivers will pay $57 for licences.
People will not be diverted from the real purpose of this strategy by the loose talk of the
Leader of the Opposition who is trying to talk up the proposition that the prices peg will
not work. I am well aware of those who do not want it to work, and I am aware of the
reasons why they do not want it to work; but that will not deter the Government from
endeavouring to assist people who are in need of assistance. Those people in the community
who, for a variety of reasons, are findin~ it difficult to make ends meet are entitled to
expect that assistance. They know they wIll get it from this Government in respect of the
170 supermarket items in the basket. That is the best possible evidence of the Government's
determination to help.
A number of telephone lines are now available and operators are there to provide
information on the contents of the basket of goods and Government service charges, so
that people can be properly informed. I hope people will see that they are properly
informed and will not listen to the announcements that the Leader of the Opposition is
peddling to try to undermine a significant and worthwhile Government initiative.
I repeat: the interesting point is that this initiative is supported by the great mass of
people in our society. It is supported by people on the retail and manufacturing sides who,
I believe, want it do work. The Leader of the Opposition remains the one person who
seemingly is trying to direct attention away from matters that are of some concern and
embarrassment to him; and he is trying to start another hare running. I deplore that
attempt to undermine an initiative that is important to the people of this State.

PUBLIC TRANSPORT SERVICES
Mr BROWN (Gippsland West)-In view of the answer given by the Minister for
Transport to my previous question, that the Government makes decisions and implements
them, why did he write to the honourable member for Derrimut on 2 February 1987
stating:
I personally wish to see these buses go into your area and all possible steps-

The SPEAKER-Order! The honourable member debases question time by using a
quotation. He should ask the question without referring to notes or quoting from a
document or letter.
Mr BROWN-In view of the fact that the Minister stated that he wished bus services
to be extended into the area represented by the honourable member for Derrimut and that
it was unfortunate that the Trades Hall Council and the unions would not permit him to
do so, I ask: who is running the transport portfolio, the Minister or the unions?
Mr ROPER (Minister for Transport)-I remind the honourable member of what I said
before: in many instances, detailed consultation is undertaken with unions, and sometimes
one cannot do things in the way one wishes. However, one gets them done.
The example provided by the honourable member for Gippsland West is a very good
example of the fact that we were not able to proceed in one way but were able to proceed
in another. Indeed, as the honourable member for Derrimut knows, the recent
announcements concerning extra public transport services will have a significant effect in
that area.
That particular case involved very significant changes in the way trains and bus services
would operate. We currently have those changes under review in the Metplan and the
Session 1987-28
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State transport industry plan arrangements. It was certainly in the end better to get all
those issues examined, as they are being examined.
I remind the honourable member of what he said yesterday: that in fact many of the
changes in the approved plans or strategy plans were already being put into effect. He was
not in any way suggesting that they were being put into effect with union approval.
Many of the changes proposed, as the honourable member is aware, are being made
despite considerable opposition from individual unions. No doubt that will continue. The
honourable member might have noticed that the Australian Railways Union has major
opposition to a whole range of changes, but those changes are going ahead because the
Government, in constraining its Budget, determined that that was the case and that that
would occur. We are involving ourselves in discussions and proceeding to provide
additional services.

RURAL WATER COMMISSION
Mr STEGGALL (Swan Hill)-I direct the attention of the Minister for Water Resources
to the financial strategy package which calls for the Rural Water Commission to hold its
costs at the 1984-85 dollar levels. Will the Minister inform the House whether the
commission is achieving the productivity targets for the financial strategy package for the
year 1986-87.
Mr McCUTCHEON (Minister for Water Resources)-The honourable member has
asked a very difficult question on which to provide an answer at this stage of the financial
year. He will receive a proper answer when the financial year is closed. The performance
of the Rural Water Commission in terms of the financial management strategy has been
on target.
This year we are seeing the planning and introduction of regionalisation, and the financial
changes that that will mean in the structure of the commission are being examined by
both officers of the commission and the board, and it is the subject of close study by me as
well. The attention being given to the changes in the operations of the commission will
mean that it will come in on target.

PEGGING OF PRICES
Dr VAUGHAN (Clayton)-Will the Minister for Labour give details to the House of
the steps he has taken to ensure that the benchmark price is set for those grocery items
covered by the price pegging scheme?
Mr CRABB (Minister for Labour)-As honourable members will be aware, the
supermarkets in Victoria have given an undertaking that they will not increase the prices,
in aggregate, of the basket-the 170-item basket-by more than 6 per cent over the next
twelve months and, further, that they will not change the discount policies that they have
had in the past.
That recognises that there will be differences in prices charged between one supermarket
and another for varying reasons. Some supermarkets provide a lower level of service and
others provide a higher level of service and, therefore, there is a difference in price. Other
supermarkets discount prices in order to meet competition in the neighbourhood. On
other occasions items are discounted, specially for promotion reasons.
We will establish a benchmark price as at Friday, 6 March-that is a fortnight before
the Friday when the price pegging program was announced. The supermarkets, through
the Retail Traders Association, will be providing us with a benchmark price for the basket
as at that date-6 March. They will provide the figures by the end of the week and we will
publish it to the community probably early next week.

Questions without Notice

25 March 1987

ASSEMBLY

779

However, we conducted our own surveys on Friday, 6 March to establish a range of
prices charged in supermarkets from the lowest to the highest prices at that date and we
will equally be publishing those at the same time.
It is our intention to regularly conduct surveys to ensure that the parameter of prices
being charged for items remains the same, which means that supermarkets will continue
current discount policies. It is ridiculous for anyone to suggest, as the Leader of the
Opposition did yesterday, that some items have risen by as much as 22 per cent; that was
the figure he quoted.
Heaven knows what items he bought from his grocery list! I suggest that, after his
telephone conversation, he may have bought a lot of mouthwash, the cost of which may
well go up by 22 per cent-from being a special a week ago, it may suddenly be in great
demand.
The total price increase of that basket of items will be held to 6 per cent this year.

REPLACEMENT OF FLASHING LIGHTS WITH BOOM
BARRIERS
Dr WELLS (Dromana)-Is the Minister for Transport aware that he is unable to
proceed with important safety projects, such as the replacement of flashing lights with
boom barriers, because the unions will not agree to them?

Mr ROPER (Minister for Transport)-I shall be very interested to see whether the
honourable member will still be in Parliament after the next election, or whether he will
even stand again, according to what I hear in his area.
The honourable member raises what has been a long-term industrial dispute between
V/Line and the Electrical Trades Union of Australia about the use of contract or other
labour. Those discussions have not moved ahead with the speed that I would have wished.
I understand that an agreement was reached which allowed work on a number of
projects to proceed. I am keeping a close eye on what is occurring in that area because I
know a number of honourable members and local communities are concerned about the
progress of that program.
The honourable member for Gippsland West talks about this program because, like so
many other programs, it virtually did not exist until my colleague, the Minister for Labour,
made available additional funds when the Government took office. Those discussions
with the Electrical Trades Union have been prolonged and they have been satisfactorily
concluded. I am hopeful that the works that were delayed will now proceed rapidly.
This is part of a suggestion that nothing occurs in the Ministry of Transport without
union approval, and I again remind the honourable member for Dromana that if he
believes that, he should have a consultative session with the Secretary of the Australian
Railways Union, who probably would not agree with him.

CONSTRUCTION OF NEW SCHOOLS
Mrs TONER (Greensborough)-I ask the Minister for Education to indicate what
progress is being made in the involvement of school councils in the construction of new
school facilities.
Mr CATHIE (Minister for Education)-The Government has been actively encouraging
the devolution of powers to school communities and school councils, and amon$. those
powers perhaps the most important is the encouragement given to school counctls that
wish to be more intimately involved in major construction projects.
One major project now reaching completion-and one which I know the honourable
member for Greensborough has been actively supporting and assisting-is the St Helena
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Post-Primary School which is now nearing completion. It is the largest school council
contract that has yet been undertaken within the Ministry of Education. The total cost of
the project is in excess of $9 million. It comprises a full post-primary school with all the
facilities for Years 7 to 12.
In view of the growth within that area-and very rapid growth-it is a problem that the
Government is facing in other outer metropolitan areas. The Government felt it necessary
to provide a total school facility in one construction stage. That was done and the facility
was built on time. The managing process enabled very early construction to take place on
that site. It has been completed to the satisfaction of all parties, and particularly to the
satisfaction of the school council.
The Premier will be opening that post-primary school early next month and I should
like to congratulate everyone involved in the project, particularly the members of the
school council who carried through some great responsibilities in a most efficient manner.

METRAIL DEPOTS
Mr LIEBERMAN (Benambra)-I ask the Minister for Transport whether it is a fact
that small brick depots for MetRail maintenance workers each cost between $217 000 and
$254000 and take between 41 and 81 weeks to construct when a competent contractor
could have constructed a similar building in sixteen weeks at a cost of approximately
$100000?
Mr ROPER (Minister for Transport)-The honourable member reads well from a draft
report that the Government commissioned because of its concern about a practice
developed over the years that has not produced the most effective system of construction
in the public transport area.

The problem is hardly new. What is new is the fact that the Government has identified
it as a significant problem and sought advice from expert consultants to examine a number
of jobs to ascertain what, in their view, is the best possible way to proceed.
For years in the railways industry-and it certainly occurred when the honourable
member for Berwick was the Minister of Transport-virtually all work was carried out by
the railways own work force and the draft report makes it clear that that practice may well
have suited an earlier period but certainly does not suit the present period. That is why,
after considering the matter, independent consultants have been called in and asked to
examine a number of projects and provide advice.
I am pleased to have that advice because it becomes a major vehicle to achieve long
overdue change in the way public transport authorities operate.
Does the honourable member believe we should just let things continue in the way that
they have traditionally been done in the railways?
Mr LIEBERMAN (Benambra)-On a point of order, Mr Speaker, the last statement
by the Minister attempts to debate the question. It is a most important issue and question
time should be used to benefit Parliament and not to mislead the people or divert attention
from the issues; so I ask that the Minister cease debating the question.

The SPEAKER-Order! I do not uphold the point of order; I do not believe the
Minister was debating the question but I ask the Minister to conclude his response to the
question.
Mr ROPER (Minister for Transport)-It is clear that Opposition members do not like
the fact that these hard decisions and changes are being made.

The Government has also been looking at many other areas where productivity
improvements can be made both to V/Line and to the Metropolitan Transit A:uthority.
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If these initiatives had not been undertaken in the past five years but had occurred
progressively over the past 32 years, the Government would be in a much better position
now to operate its public transport services in a cost effective manner; but those work
practices were not examined. Transport management was allowed to run down and that is
why severe corrective action has now been taken.

INCREASED PETROL PRICES IN RURAL AREAS
Mr B. J. EVANS (Gippsland East)-I refer to the Premier's frequent comments with
regard to his concern for families in Victoria. I ask the Premier whether, in view of the
fact that currently the price of petrol in rural areas is up to in excess of 10 cents a litre
more than in the metropolitan area, he will take action to protect the standard of living of
families in rural areas and do something about the price of petrol in rural Victoria?
Perhaps the Premier's concern for the families of this State evaporates at the end of the
tram track!
The SPEAKER~Order! The latter part of the question is out of order.
Mr CAIN (Premier)-The honourable member for Gippsland East is well aware of the
circumstances concerning the fixing of petrol prices across this country and the role played
by the oil companies in their determination to compete with one another in a way that
bewilders the consumer. It is not very different now from what it was ten years ago so far
as the oil companies and the market leader fixing a price from time to time. Out they go
and determine upon a price that they beleive they can hold for a time; it comes down
gradually and up it goes again in six weeks' time. There is nothing new in that.
If the honourable member for Gippsland East is really concerned about the equalisation
policies that prevail so far as freight assistance is concerned, I suggest what he should do
is talk to his Federal colleagues and try to get them to decide whether they are a party that
is behind their present Leader, Mr Sinclair, or whether they are a party that is behind Sir
Joh Bjelke-Petersen. Members of the National Party have to make up their minds whether
they are .two parties or one and they have to make up their minds about what are their
policies and whether they want to be in a coalition or not. When they do that, they might
have some influence in Opposition policies in Canberra. They might not, I do not know,
but they should not come in here and whinge about a set of policies that were put in place
by the Fraser Government when the National Party was in coalition with the Liberals and
ran with them as hard as they could; and the National Party in Canberra made all the
decisions about freight equalisation.
Members of the National Party should not come in here and plead their ignorance about
it; they should not come in there and express mock concern about what the people in the
country are paying for petrol. They know what has been going on for years; Mr McEwen
fixed it up years ago and the National Party supported him.
Mr B. J. EVANS (Gippsland East)-I raise a point of order, Mr Speaker. It is out of
order for a member to impute improper motives against another member-and I ask the
Premier to withdraw his remark that I have a mock concern for people in rural areas.
The SPEAKER-Order! I uphold the point of order and I call the Premier-time for
questions without notice has expired.

LEGAL AND CONSTITUTIONAL COMMITTEE
Subordinate legislation
Mr WHITING (Mildura) presented the eighth report from the Legal and Constitutional
Committee on subordinate legislation recommending the disallowance of regulation 5 of
the Metropolitan Fire Brigades Superannuation (Board Scheme) (Further Amendment)
Regulations 1986 (Statutory Rule 284 of 1986).
It was ordered that the report be laid on the table and be printed.
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The SPEAKER presented the second report of the Auditor-General for the year 1985-86.
It was ordered that the report be laid on the table, and be printed.

PAPERS
The following papers, pursuant to the directions of several Acts of Parliament, were laid
on the table by the Clerk:
Statutory Rule under the Fisheries Act 1968-No. 50.
Town and Country Planning Act 1961:
Hamilton-City of Hamilton Planning Scheme, Amendment No. 25.
Morwell-ShireofMorwell Planning Scheme 1977, Amendment No. 42.
Rochester-Shire of Rochester (Rochester Township) Planning Scheme, Amendment No. 22.
Shepparton-City of Shepparton Planning Scheme 1953, Amendment No. 102.
Sherbrooke-Shire ofSherbrooke Planning Scheme 1979, (Urban Areas), Amendment No. 46.
South Gippsland-Shire of South Gippsland Planning Scheme, Amendment No. 73.

EDUCATION ACTS (AMENDMENT) BILL
Mr CATHIE (Minister for Education) moved for leave to bring in a Bill to amend the
Education Act 1958 and the Teaching Service Act 1981 and for other purposes.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was brought in and read a first time.

LAND (MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS) BILL
Mr CATHIE (Miqister for Education) moved for leave to bring in a Bill to revoke the
permanent reservations of certain land, to repeal the Port Fairy Land Act 1981 and for
other purposes.
The md'tion was agreed to.
The Bill was brought in and read a first time. '

POST-SECONDARY EDUCATION (AMENDMENT) BILL
Mr CATHIE (Minister for Education) moved for leave to bring in a Bill to amend the
Post-Secondary Education Act 1978 to constitute the Victorian Post-Secondary Education
Accreditation Board and for other purposes.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was brought in and read a first time.

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS (MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS)
BILL
Mr CRABB (Minister for Labour)-I move:
That I have leave to bring in a Bill to amend the Industrial Relations Act 1979 and for other purposes.

Mr McNAMARA (Benalla)-I ask that the Minister give a brief description of what he
proposes to introduce in the Bill and indicate the various other purposes he proposes.
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Mr CRABB (Minister for Labour) (By leave)-The Bill provides a series of miscellaneous
amendments to the Act, which are of a general nature in the operation of industrial
situations, which employers, unions and others agree to.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was brought in and read a first time.

AGRICULTURAL ACT (AMENDMENT) BILL
Mr JOLLY (Treasurer) moved for leave to bring in a Bill to amend the Marketing of
Primary Products Act 1958, the Tobacco Leaf Industry Stabilization Act 1966, the Wheat
Marketing Act 1984, the Swine Compensation Act 1967 and the Broiler Chicken Industry
Act 1978 and for other purposes.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was brought in and read a first time.

ANIMAL PREPARATIONS BILL
Mr JOLLY (Treasurer) moved for leave to bring in a Bill to re-enact, with amendments,
the law relating to the registration of animal preparations and the regulation of their sale
and use, to repeal the Stock Foods Act 1958, the Stock Medicines Act 1958 and the Sheep
Branding Fluids Act 1963, to amend the Agricultural Chemicals Act 1958 and certain
other Acts and for other purposes.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was brought in and read a first time.

STATE TRUST CORPORATION OF VICTORIA BILL
Mr MATHEWS (Minister for the Arts) moved for leave to bring in a Bill to establish
the State Trust Corporation of Victoria, to repeal the Public Trustee Act 1958 and for
other purposes.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was brought in and read a first time.

MELBOURNE AND METROPOLITAN BOARD OF WORKS
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Mr McCUTCHEON (Minister for Water Resources) moved for leave to bring in a Bill
to make miscellaneous amendments to the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
Act 1958 and for other purposes.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was brought in and read a first time.

COMMUNITY SERVICES BILL
For Mr SPYKER (Minister for Consumer Affairs), Mr Fordham (Minister for Industry,
Technology and Resources), moved for leave to bring in a Bill to amend the Community
Welfare Services Act 1970, to make consequential amendments to various Acts and for
other purposes.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was brought in and read a first time.

784

ASSEMBLY

25 March 1987

House Contracts Guarantee Bill

HOUSE CONTRACTS GUARANTEE BILL
For Mr SPYKER (Minister for Consumer Affairs), Mr Fordham (Minister for Industry,
Technology and Resources), moved for leave to bring in a Bill to make fresh provision
concerning the guarantees required to be ~ven in relation to domestic building work, to
specify requirements to be complied with In relation to domestic building work contracts,
to repeal Division lA Part XLIX of the Local Government Act 1958 and the Building
Contracts (Deposits) Act 1962, to amend the Sale of Land Act 1962 and the Building
Control Act 1981 and for other purposes.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was brought in and read a first time.

ANZAC DAY (AMENDMENT) BILL
The debate (adjourned from March 18) on the motion ofMr Trezise (Minister for Sport
and Recreation) for the second reading of this Bill was resumed.
Mr REYNOLDS (Gisborne)-This is a small but a sensible piece of proposed legislation.
It is known as a privilege Bill and is. brought in following the Governor's Speech and prior
to it being accepted; therefore, it is short and not contentious.
The Bill amends the Anzac Day Act 1958 and the Theatre Act 1958. Originally on Anzac
Day there was no entertainment other than the observance of Anzac proceedings. Shops
were not open and petrol was not available at service stations.
Recently, petrol stations have been allowed to open at 2 p.m., and now they are open all
day. It is a sensible approach given the needs of modern society.
Organised entertainment used not to be allowed on Anzac Day. The provisions in the
Act were slowly changed so that organised entertainment commenced at 1 p.m., 1.30 p.m.
or 2 p.m. That was thought to be acceptable because those forms of entertainment were
raising funds to be used for charity. The Anzac Day Procedures Fund was the principal
charity to benefit from these forms of entertainment. That fund was administered by the
Patriotic Funds Council of Victoria and the proceeds were directed to members of the
armed forces, past members and their dependants.
Last year Parliament amended the Racing Act to allow city races to commence at 1 p.m.,
which was in line with the provisions covering country racing. Previously, city racing was
not allowed to commence before 1.30 p.m. The amendments to the principal Act also
allowed sporting entertainment that was previously precluded from beginning before
2 p.m. to commence at 1 p.m. The Bill amends the provision in the Act governing the
time of commencement of films at cinemas. They will now be able to commence at 1 p.m.
instead of 1.30 p.m.
Amendments to the Theatres Act will allow for concerts, stage performances and musical
entertainment to begin at 1 p.m. instead of 1.30 p.m.
The measure is welcomed and has the support of the Returned Services League of
Australia. I thank the league for being so prompt in responding to my request for advice
on this matter. The league performs a necessary and worthwhile service in the community.
The organisation has great compassion and concern for its members, especially for their
dependants. I have considerable admiration for its efforts, in particular the efforts of the
State President, Mr Bruce Ruxton, who often receives considerable publicity for his
opinions, but they are always firmly held.
The Returned Services League of Australia vehemently opposes amendments to the Act
which would allow a public holiday to be held on a Monday if Anzac Day falls on a
Saturday or Sunday. I believe Anzac Day is similar to Australia Day or Christmas Day. It
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occurs on 25 April and should always be celebrated on that day. It may be a Federal
matter, but I believe Australians should observe Australia Day on 26 January.
I deplore the habit in recent times of some minor groups in our community, who appear
to receive considerable publicity, disturbing Anzac Day marches. Australia is a great
country and was made so through the efforts of our armed forces. Those people who have
had the privilege of visiting other countries will agree that Australia is a lucky country and
no small credit for that must go to those people who fought overseas. These minority
groups who receive this publicity denigrate Anzac Day and should protest on other days.
The Opposition supports the minor amendments to the Anzac Day Act and the Theatres
Act and I am sure that the people who are in charge of the various entertainments and
who benefit from them will be grateful when these amendments come into effect this year.
Mr W. D. McGRATH (Lowan)-The National Party supports the amendments to the
Anzac Day Act and the Theatres Act. The amendments allow functions being conducted
on Anzac Day to begin earlier than previously was the case. Last year, city racing
commenced at 1 p.m., league football at 2 p.m. and cinemas opened at 1.30 p.m. The
amendments to the Acts bring these events into line so that they all can commence at
1 p.m.
Most members of Parliament regard Anzac Day as an important day in the history of
Australia and the majority of Australians observe it with considerable reverence. I have
had the privilege of attending the dawn services and other services that commence at
various times on Anzac Day. One of the most significant and stirring part of those services
is the playing of the last post. That bugle call sends a chill down one's spine and one
readily understands the relevance and importance of commemorating the memory of
those who have died during the first world war and each subsequent war.
A number of members of this Chamber served with great distinction in the second
world war and I note the contributions of the honourable members for Gippsland East,
Mildura and Shepparton, who helped keep Australia a free and democratic country. The
National Party respects the contributions that those people and their brothers and sisters
have made in representing Australia.
I hope these are the last amendments to the Anzac Day Act. It is reasonable that, after
the commemorative services, other activities and sportIng events can occur and it has
been demonstrated that, on Anzac Day, many sporting events are able to raise money that
is utilised by the Returned Services League of Australia for the benefit of the less fortunate
members in our community.
The National Party does not want to see any lessening of importance of Anzac Day or
any further encroachment into the commemorative nature of that day. The community
should continue to honour Anzac Day and the flag that stands so proudly over this great
country.
Mr Speaker, you would agree with me that it is most important that those traditions
that have been established in this country are maintained. It has been often said in the
record books of history that Australia arrived as a nation through the courage of the
soldiers who died and fought in the first world war, particularly those who served at
Gallipoli.
The National Party supports the measure and endorses the Government's intention to
allow activities such as racing, football and the cinema to be conducted in the afternoon'
of Anzac Day. The National Party hopes the tradition of Anzac Day in Australia as a
tribute to those who served in the two world wars and other wars is continued.
Mr E. R. SMITH (Glen Waverley)-I endorse the remarks of the two previous speakers.
I pay tribute to the spirit of the Anzacs. I commend the Minister for Sport and Recreation
on the sensitive way in which the Government has treated the observance of Anzac Day
in this Bill and on the sensible amendments to the principal Act that will allow sports, race
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meetings and films to be conducted after 1 p.m. on Anzac Day. The Government has
shown a great respect for the observance of Anzac Day and has consulted fully with the
Returned Services League of Australia.
The observance of Anzac Day means a great deal to Australians, particularly exservicemen and servicewomen, irrespective of their religious or patriotic views. I reiterate
the view of the honourable member for Lowan that no-one would want any further
whittling away of the special privileges that are associated with the observance of this very
significant day in the Australian way oflife. It is a day that the grateful citizens of Australia
allocated to commemorate the service of Australian men and women to their country, and
the service of their allies. These men and women fought to save the Free World from the
tyranny of the forces of imperialist Germany in the first world war, imperialist Japan,
fascist Italy and Nazi Germany in the second world war and the many insurgencies
preceding and following the two world wars which threatened our way of life.
The SPEAKER-Order! The honourable member for Glen Waverley may not be familiar
with the procedures of the House. The lead speakers from the Opposition and the corner
party are given some opportunity of amplifying their remarks on the Bill but I do not
intend to hear a whole resume of the activities of soldiers when the Bill is very narrow and
quite simple in its application.
Mr E. R. SMITH-I stress that the observance of Anzac Day should not be diminished
by any further whittling away of the traditions of Anzac Day. It is a day of extreme
importance to members of the RSL in particular. They do not wish sporting events on this
day to occur before the 1 p.m. time that has been stipulated in the Bill. I am certain that
that is not the Government's intention but I offer a warning to any future Government
that any attempt to whittle away this tradition will be resisted strongly by the RSL.
The Government should ensure that Anzac Day holds the true spirit of its traditional
observance. The rules governing the Anzac Day march must be strengthened.
Unfortunately, some rabblerousers have sought to disrupt the march. I refer to organisations
such as Women Against Rape in War and others about which in normal circumstances
nothing is heard but they come out on Anzac Day and cause a great deal of trouble to
those marching. The activities of these organisations should be restrained. Any assistance
that the Government can give to future Anzac Day marches will be appreciated. Further,
the Government could well direct teachers to highlight the full significance of Anzac Day
in the schools. All Governments have a duty in this regard. In many instances, I am not
sure that the message is being given strongly enough to young people.
There has been an awareness among those who are involved in Anzac Day celebrations
that certain sporting organisations have been charging fees and commencing events before
1 p.m. The RSL has received many complaints about this. I ask the Minister for Sport and
Recreation to deal speedily with those infringements. Again, I thank the Minister and the
Government for their sensitivity in this regard and I warn future Governments against
tampering further with the traditions of Anzac Day.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was read a second time, and passed through its remaining stages.

GOVERNOR'S SPEECH
Address-in-Reply
The debate (adjourned from the previous day) on the motion ofMr Pope (Monbulk) for
the adoption of an Address-in-Reply to the Governor's Speech was resumed.
Mr WALLACE (Gippsland South)-I pledge my support to Her Majesty the Queen
and to the country. I congratulate His Excellency Dr Davis McCaughey on the excellent
way he delivered his Speech at the opening of Parliament, which is an important ceremony.
It was a wonderful occasion. Honourable members were able to invite visitors to attend
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the ce'remony and our visitors enjoyed the opportunity of meeting various members of
Parliament and observing how this place operates. All in all it was a pleasant day.
I am greatly concerned about the issue of education, which is vital for young people. I
refer particularly to the Leongatha·Technical School. Originally, through the region, the
Ministry of Education provided $2·5 million for the Leongatha area, $300 000 of which
has been spent on preparation of roadworks and surrounds at the Leongatha Technical
School. At presertt the school is using eighteen-year-old portable classrooms. It was
anticipated that bricks and mortar would replace the portable buildings and that the school
would be enormously improved. The region was very sincere and concerned and the
proposals for the school were one ofits major recommendations.
I am disappointed that the Minister for Education, perhaps through no fault of his own
but through decisions in the Office of Management and Budget, has not allowed these
proposals to proceed. I hope eventually the technical school and the region will obtain the
facility that they so very much need. The technical school and the high school are close
geographically and it is possible to amalgamate them. They are working closely together,
especially in their facilities for art and crafts, graphics and so on. I am sure they will
continue to work in harmony and cooperation.
A few days ago I received a letter from the Treasurer informin~ me that a committee
had been formed to consider a number of projects proposed for VIctoria. I should like to
know whether the technical school at Leongatha was one of the projects that received the
go ahead. I doubt it!
Country areas have problems attracting teachers from the metropolitan area; this is
made more difficult if teacher housing is not provided for them. In the past, subsidised
teacher housing has been an incentive to teachers who live in the metropolitan area to
come to the country. Unfortunately, times have changed and not for the good of country
schools and the students concerned, because a number of available school houses have
had their rents increased to market prices.
The teacher housing at Gormandale is a typical example. The school house is vacant
because the rent on it is higher than that for a house in Traralgon. That situation is
disgraceful! Originally, the idea was to increase the rental on teacher housing to compete
with market rentals but it has gone beyond that.
General concern has been expressed about integration in schools. Many parents and
students have been heartbroken by integration in some schools in rural Victoria. In
Gippsland 28 full-time integration aides have been appointed to cater for the needs of 117
students. That situation is not acceptable because enormous pressure is placed on the
aides.
The Education Department's Re,$ional Integration Committee is also pressured into
making the difficult decisions of WhICh students will receive the help of integration aides
and which will not. The committee has already met four times to discuss matters of this
nature and on one occasion it sat for 12 hours trying to decide which pupils should be
allowed to continue at school. The committee members were extremely distressed by the
situation.
The Premier announced that more trainees and integration aides would be appointed
and he hailed the integration program as a success story. That is not the case in Gippsland
where 66 families have been told by the regional committee that their children will not be
able to attend school. The Minister for Education is extremely concerned about this
problem.
. Recently I detailed the cases of parents who needed the specialist help of integration
aides for their children. The Minister responded to their call for help, and the children are
now attending school. They have been unfairly treated because for two years the children
went to school with the help of integration aides and all of a sudden they were told they
could do so no longer. The Minister gave the claims a sympathetic hearing.
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I am also concerned about the Thomson River dam, which is one of the biggest swindles
in Gippsland and perhaps in Victoria. The Government promised that when the dam was
completed half the water would be allocated to Gippsland and the other half would be
held in reserve and used as a back-up for the metropolitan water supply.
The Minister for Water Resources, who is at the table, should take note of my comments
because on numerous occasions he has claimed that there are no problems associated with
the allocation of water from the Thomson River dam. Originally, half the water allocation
was to go towards irrigation and domestic use in the Gippsland area; now the area is to
have a reduced allocation.
The original decision on how the water from the Thomson River dam was to be
allocated was made by the former Liberal Government and was supported by the Labor
Government when it came to power. Country people will fight to ensure that they receive
the original allocation of water.
If the Government continues down this path with its water policy, it will not be long
before the Aberfeldy River water supply will be directed to other areas. The honourable
member for Gippsland East must also be concerned about the future of the Mitchell River
dam. If the Government does not carefully reconsider the diversion of water from the
Thomson River dam to the metropolitan area, the Latrobe Valley and surrounding areas
will have water diverted to them from the Mitchell River.
I am also concelned about the Blue Rock dam. It is scandalous that people who have
farmed in the area have been cheated. I refer specifically to three landowners who were
cheated of$217 000. They took their case to the Ombudsman who believed that there has
beeil a sad mise ~rriage of justice.
Mr Gude-Nothing will be done about it!
Mr WALLACE-That is true. The Government has also admitted that an injustice has
been perpetrated. I am sure the Minister does not think the matter is funny; it is extremely
serious. He sbould do everything possible to ensure that the landowners involved are not
deprived nf t he money that is due to them.
All Victorians will benefit from the Blue Rock dam and, until these people receive
proper justice, I shall not rest. One can understand why landowners are losing faith in the
Government, which should address this financial hardship immediately.
The situation regarding the Melrossa estate, Traralgon, is an unhappy one at present.
There are people living on the estate who have built their lives around the area after
moving there in good faith. It is an area where the State Electricity Commission has a
buffer zone around the Loy Yang power station. Much encouragement had previously
been given to people to move to that nice area, which I believe could be developed
extensively.
Unfortunately, after the land had been subdivided and people had moved into the area,
the State Electricity Commission issued an interim development order which affected
approximately 65 blocks of land. I understand that that sort of action needs to be taken at
times, but I cannot understand how the Government can address the problem in one way
and then suddenly do a complete flip in the opposite direction.
A media release has been issued containing the State Government's announcement of
more sales of State Electricity Commission land at Traralgon. It is of some concern that
the press release states quite clearly:
Following the lifting of prohibitions on housing development on the estate which have operated since 1978,
these properties are now available for sale by public auction.

I have been unable to find out from two Crown Ministers what is the present situation;
they have shown quite clearly that they do not know what the situation is. They are unable
to tell me what controls still apply to that area.
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Something had better be done about the matter by Saturday because, if nothing is done,
the situation will become extremely serious. People will go to the auction on Saturday
with an understanding that they would be buying land that was clear of any controls and,
judging from some of the ordinances that exist in the Shire ofTraralgon, that is not right.
I, therefore, suggest that the honourable member for Morwell, who is present in the
Chamber, undertake a thorough examination of the situation before Saturday.
Auctions have already occurred at the Melrossa estate. Two people are being pensioned
off because of injuries that they have received. The value of the land that was originally
available for sale was approximately $180 000; however, when it was put up for public
auction, it attracted only $130 000 because of the concerns of potential purchasers who
have lost faith in that area.
Something must be done to assist the people affected, whether it be by way of an ex
gratia payment or something else. A commitment has been made, and something must be
done very quickly because Saturday is D-day, when many things will happen.
Many other factors, such as the diversion of the highway and so on, must also be taken
into consideration. I do not believe we should rush into selling off the land at present
because many more matters should be taken care of first.
The public libraries situation is in the worst mess that I have seen in my life. Country
libraries are deteriorating to a great extent. Councils have increased their finances to the
libraries by 92 per cent over the past five years, which they have had to do to maintain
them. However, the Government has increased its funding to libraries by only 31 per cent.
Local government has had to contribute to the operation oflibraries so as to assist people
in the country who do not have access to the sorts of facilities that exist in city areas and
must rely on the support oflibraries and other people.
Mr W. D. McGrath-It was supposed to be Labor Party policy that library funding
would be on a 50-50 basis.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Fogarty)-Order! The honourable member should
continue his speech, without assistance.
Mr WALLACE-Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker. I am sure my colleagues mean very
well.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER-Order! They might mean well, but they are not doing you
any good.
Mr WALLACE-Councils have contributed $35 million each year for libraries.
However, the Government has contributed only $17 million. That is a disgrace, and it is
about time the Government examined thoroughly the situation of country libraries and
other libraries throughout Victoria and did something about it. Libraries are extremely
important for country people because that is where young people are able to study and
obtain information. If libraries are not funded, those people will be deprived of those
facilities.
The Premier has said a thousand times that all he is concerned about is the young people
of this State. An opportunity now exists for him to come forward and present a good case
on behalf of the libraries. I am sure the local councils cannot continue indefinitely to
support them.
I turn now to the situation of public hospitals, many of which did not receive their
grants on time. The grants were considerably late in coming forward, sometimes by two
weeks and sometimes by a month or so; therefore, hospitals had to borrow money from
the commercial banks at high interest rates to cover them for that period.
I made representation to the Minister for Health at the time, when he assured me that
that was not the case. However, after some examination of the funding program, it was
found to be true. I do not know of any business where one is not allowed to include one's
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interest rate costs as part of one's running costs; yet, that has been happening in the
hospitals.
In one case, a hospital had to borrow in the vicinity of $1·5 million to enable it to
continue operating, and yet the Government will not allow the cost of borrowing that
money to be included as part of that hospital's operating costs. That is wrong. The
Treasurer must consider this matter and readjust the situation so as to redress the injustice
that is being suffered by hospitals as a result of what has been occurring.
Some hospitals have had to use the money that they would normally use for capital
expenses to cover the costs of recurrent expenditure, because the interest on their borrowings
has not been allowed to be included as a running cost.
The Minister has said that that will not happen, that I was wrong. However, I believe
he has realised, on reflection, that that is wrong. I hope, in the future, that adjustments
will be made so that hospitals will be able to include in their running costs the amount of
interest they have incurred when borrowing funds.
Tourism is something of greatest potential and importance in this State. We must take
every advantage of all the tourism opportunities that are available. As the National Party
spokesman on tourism, I have travelled throughout the State, particularly within my
electorate of Gippsland South, in fact, all Gippsland, and have become well aware of the
importance to tourism of a good road network. There has been a deterioration of the road
system, particularly in my electorate.
For a number of years I was a member of the Rosedale Shire Council, which continually
fought with the State Government about funding for roads. We made representations to
the Federal Government for additional money because of the importance of roads for the
State, particularly for Gippsland, which is an extremely wet area compared with the north
of the State where road construction is much cheaper and can be carried out much more
easily.
Mr W. D. McGrath-Oops!
Mr W ALLACE-The honourable member for Lowan is "oopsing" but he would be
aware-The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Fogarty)-Order! The honourable member for Lowan
is out of order and is out of his place.
Mr WALLACE-When the Premier visited Gippsland, I was delighted to hear him say
how important tourism was to Gippsland and how important Gippsland was to Victoria.
I immediately sent him a telegram congratulating him on that comment. The honourable
member for Gippsland East and I have been telling him for years what a wonderful area
Gippsland is and how important it is for tourism in Victoria but, until something is done
about the road system, it will not reach its potential.
We told the Premier that it is no good putting money into tourism if decent facilities
and roads are not available for people to use. The Premier told us that it was nothing to
do with him but was the responsibility of the Minister for Transport.
I have requested deputations with the Minister for Transport on a number of occasions
but he has refused me. That is sad because there is no way Victoria can continue to make
headway unless its road network is good. The Minister should carefully examine the
condition of roads in tourist areas.
Many people hire cabins from the Cabin Holiday Horse Ranch at Briagolong.
Melburnians travel to that area on weekends to take advantage of the magnificent country.
Recently two accidents occurred on the section of road to Briagolong because of the
inadequate maintenance of roads in the area. The livelihood of many country people
depends on tourism. It is unfortunate that inadequate roads are responsible for many
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people, who have worked and struggled to provide facilities for tourists, losing their
dreams.
I am concerned about the economic downturn in farming industries over the past few
years. I recognise that some improvements have occurred in specific farm industries but
an important facet offarming must not be overlooked-the future of Victoria and Australia
revolves around its young farmers.
If the current trend continues, young people will not stay on the land or return to it. I
hope the next State Budget brought down by the Government will recognise the importance
of the farming community and will assist young farmers to work the land. Last year th:
Government allocated $1-6 million in assistance to young farmers, which helped only 32
young farmers across Victoria. Young farmers will not stay on the land if Government
allocations are insufficient.
I refer the House to the depleted police strength in country Victoria. I ask the Minister
for Police and Emergency Services, who is at the table, seriously to consider the position
at Mirboo North. I have written to the Minister about the Mirboo North police station
and I hope he will examine the matter carefully because that police station is important to
the community. Mirboo North is in hilly country and is a long way from Morwell,
Korumburra or any other town.
Mr Maclellan-It is bushranger territory!
Mr W ALLACE-Some twenty years ago a policeman could have arrived at a disturbance
in Mirboo North Quicker on a pushbike than under blue light conditions today. It takes ~t
least an hour for a policeman to arrive in Mirboo North because of the hills. There is fi')
way that a policeman can Quickly get to that town in an emergency or disaster.
The debate on the adoption of an Address-in-Reply to the Governor's Speech gives me
the opportunity of bringing to the notice of the House some of the concerns of my
electorate. I hope the matters I have raised will be examined seriously by the Government
because, if they are addressed, my constituents and all Victorians will benefit.
Mr GUDE (Hawthorn)-It is my pleasure to join in the debate in response to the
address by His Excellency Dr Davis McCaughey on the opening of the second session of
the Fiftieth Parliament.
I bring to His Excellency and the Crown the greetings and salutations of the constituents
of the electorate of Hawthorn. I con$fatulate the Governor on his appointment and the
amiable way in which he presented hls Speech on behalf of the Government of Victoria.
I raise a number of matters relating to the Government's administration. The first is to
put the lie to the proposition that has been espoused by the Minister for Labour, that there
has been a dramatic increase in the intake of apprentices in this State. Honourable members
have come to expect that the Minister is full of joviality and fantasy, but they also have a
right to expect that, when he represents a situation to the community, he will do so with
accuracy and propriety.
If one examines the 1985-86 annual report of the Industrial Training Commission of
Victoria, which is a source document that even the Minister would not challenge, one
discovers that the number of young people who have taken up indentures since the
Government came to office in 1982 has not matched the number of newly indentured
apprentices in the two preceding years of the former Liberal Government. The Government
has not matched those figures in any single year.

I shall read those figures into the record so that Victorians can ascertain the truth. In
1980-81, 10 366 apprentices commenced training; in 1981-82, 10 863; in 1982-83, under
the Cain Government 9811, in 1983-84, 8491; in 1984-85, 10 156. Despite what the
Minister said in this House yesterday-that there had been an increase in apprentices this
year-in 1985-86 the number of apprentices dropped to 9693. Once and for all, the record
is there for all to see.
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The reason for the reduction in apprentices was covered in a proposition I put to the
Minister at that time. Some 150 printing apprentices are unable to commence their first
year of school at the Melbourne College of Printing and Graphic Arts because the school
does not have the capacity-and has not had it for a couple of years-to house the
equipment that is necessary to train them.
That sounds bad enough. However, if one adds to that the fact that some considerable
time ago the Government paid thousands of dollars of taxpayers' money to leave that
equipment sitting on the floor of the supplier, then it becomes an absolute scandal. It
reveals the scurrilous way the Minister responded the other day to the question that was
asked of him.
I refer also to WorkCare. Honourable members heard much in the Governor's Speech
about the so called social justice program of the Victorian Government. Included in that
program is WorkCare, the name given to workers compensation for people who find
themselves injured in the workplace.
The WorkCare program is in shambles. It is riddled with faults and failings and reflects
the fantasies of the Government towards trade union officialdom. We should not forget
that it is the unions that dominate the decision-making processes of the Government.
WorkCare has destroyed the work ethic and made it easy for people to get time off on
full pay; in some cases, on higher pay than they receive when at work.
The Australian Chamber of Manufactures File article of 13 February 1987 highlights
the way workers can obtain a greater remuneration through WorkCare than through their
normal daily work. The article provides an example of one of the ways that can be done:
... both spouses claiming, with each claiming the other and their children as dependants; or the indexation of
benefits.

I am sure the Government did not intend this kind of situation to occur. That is a simple
example of a hole in the Act that needs to be corrected.
It is clearly evident that employers will be faced with increases in WorkCare premiums.
The so called five year $uarantee applies only to rates, not to classifications. The General
Manager of the Victonan Accident Compensation Commission is reported in an Age
article as stating:
Some employers with relatively had industrial accident records will pay more in WorkCare levies from July,
when the Accident Compensation Commission boosts its rates to cover a revenue shortfall of more than $50
million.

The Government has mucked it up! It did not get its calculations right. The Opposition
knew that that would occur and pointed it out to the Government. The National Party
also pointed it out. Every speaker from this side of the House pointed it out. Blind Freddie
could see it. However, the Minister could not see it and he rushed the legislation through
with indecent haste. The result is that innocent employers will be required to bear the
burden imposed by his inefficiency.
A change in classifications will cause a problem. A telling article in the Age of 18 March
relates to Worsky Nominees, a company that assembles electronic appliances, principally
lights. That company was classified for WorkCare purposes as being an electrical component
manufacturer.
I have visited that company's premises and viewed the work being carried out. I assure
the House and the people of this State that that company is anything but a manufacturer.
A WorkCare case involving that company has come before the Accident Compensation
Tribunal and a decision in that case has been reserved until 3 April. It is highly likely that
in that case the Government will be required to change the basis of its classification. That
will throw the entire WorkCare scheme into disarray.
An article in the Age of 19 March under the heading "New Schedule" states:
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The director of the ACM, Mr Ken Crompton, who argued the case before the arbitrator and the tribunal, said
he often used the analogy that it would be cheaper to manufacture gelignite to get rid of mice than to make mouse
traps. Based on the manual's classification ...

-the Government's manual, the Government's classification... the levy for the makers of gelignite is only 2·09 per cent, while the makers of mouse traps must pay the highest
rate of 3·8 per cent.

That is an absolute disgrace but it is a result of the scheme that the Government has
introduced. That situation has occurred because the Bill was introduced with indecent
haste.
Another aspect of concern to employers is that they have no role and no control. They
pay the levy imposed, they pay compensation to the injured employee for the first five
days and they carry the administrative costs. I shall give some examples of that later.
Despite being responsible for all those financial obligations, the tribunal comes down
heavily on employers.
The medical profession also has something to answer for, although, in some ways, it is
also the victim of the Government's WorkCare scheme. The criticism I have of the
medical profession is that it is far too easy for an employee to obtain a WorkCare certificate.
The scheme discriminates against an employee returning to work. That does not do the
employee any favour either.
Employers have complained to the Opposition that WorkCare has become a medical
rort, and that no ethics or morality is expressed by the medical profession when it comes
to money that can be made by the WorkCare process introduced by the Government.
It seems that all one needs to do these days is press a button and out comes a WorkCare
certificate. Medical rates for WorkCare cases are above the Medicare rates. Why should
those rates be higher when all the medical profession is doing is churning out certificates
for people to remain away from work.
The Cooney inquiry recommended that WorkCare rates be the same as Medicare rates
and the Government indicated that rates would be consistent. However, 22 months later,
that is not the case.
A Sun article of9 May under the heading "Some money" reports Mr Watchorn of the
Australian Chamber of Manufactures as stating:
Mr Watchom said employers had to pay the first $259 of medical bills plus the first five days of compensation
to the employee without reimbursement.
The problem then arose of when payments should be terminated.
Mr Watchom said many workers who could return to work didn't because they could "shop around" for a
doctor who would give them a medical certificate. He described some doctors as "a WorkCare medical certificate
machine".

Those words have rung clearly in the minds of Opposition members, and especially mine
as I have taken over the Opposition responsibility for WorkCare in this State. Another
aspect of this legislation that is an indictment on the Government is that the so called
rehabilitation process is not working. The average time of referrals is now five months.
Some of the problems being experienced by business proprietors and their managers is
that they cannot get staff back to work because of the WorkCare scheme. Incentive is
simply not there. Soft tissue claims relating to repetitive strain injury and back and
shoulder injuries have become common-or-garden occurrences. Employers cannot enforce
light duty work and many employees regard WorkCare as their escape into early retirement.
In fact, making a workers compensation claim seems to be an alternative to retirement.
This has caused a significant drop in morale of owners and management in industry
because they are unable to control the problem and, more particularly, to plan production.
That is a major concern for the business community.
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While all that goes on, there is still accident compensation make up pay. Is it any
wonder that Victoria's bankruptcy record has increased significantly? It is no wonder that
businesses are constantly crying out for the Government to show compassion and concern.
Earlier today durin~ question time, a matter regarding abalone licences was raised and
the Premier cast derisIon on the honourable member who asked the question. That shows
that the Premier does not understand the matter; he does not understand the imposts on
business. The Premier does not understand that, due to oncosts, for every $1 received,
businesses must pay an additional 55 cents. The Premier does not understand that increases
in business charges will be reflected in the price of goods and services. What a sorry day
for Victoria when the Premier confesses that he does not understand that fundamental,
basic, simple principle. Ifhe does understand it, he hides it well.
While I am on the issue of rehabilitation, I shall make the point that it is proving to be
an absolute failure because it is not compulsory. If one does not want to be rehabilitated
one does not have to be; one can stay at home and pick up WorkCare payments. I know
of instances where the claims made to companies have increased incredibly. Only recently
a metal trades employer from Footscray came to Parliament House and asked to see me.
He was totally frustrated about what was going on. Immediately preceding the introduction
of the WorkCare legislation and for the year prior to that, his workers compensation
claims numbered eleven from a total of 600 employees. The number of claims has now
increased to 150.
There are examples in many areas of what is going on. I have been told of instances in
many companies where female production workers, finding themselves to be pregnant,
suddenly get a WorkCare problem and are off work for twelve months while being paid
workers compensation. It is absolutely disgraceful that that can happen.
If the Government believes that is a fly-by-night example, I shall quote a letter I received
from Doncaster Toyota dated 17 March addressed to me, and which states:
Enclosed you will find some of the paperwork relative to a WorkCare claim which I believe is a total abuse of
the WorkCare system. This type of abuse needs to be exposed so that the public who is also the taxpayer has
some idea of where their taxes are going.
Originally, as you will see, when the claim was called before a conciliator of the Accident Compensation
Tribunal (letter dated 22 October 1986), it was ordered at the conclusion of that hearing that no payments of
compensation be made to the worker .in respect of the claim, as it was not a work related illness which in my
opinion was undoubtedly the correct decision. How could anyone have the audacity to submit a claim on an
employer giving all the reasons which were related in the employees letter to WorkCare? They are definitely not
work related but since, at a re-hearing, a conciliator has made an order that the claim should be accepted and
payments commence.
On obtaining this information I telephoned the WorkCare agent telling them that as late as 26 February 1987,
I had asked them about the claim and they advised that the 60 day appeal time had expired and the claim
finalised. I vigorously disputed this, but they said I the employer had no right at all. The only obligation I had
was to pay the (now) ex-employee. Their answer as to why I was not contacted about the re-hearing was that the
Accident Compensation Commission does not have to invite me to the hearing to hear my evidence, they will
hear the workers evidence and then make an order.

He is only the poor guy who pays the bill! He was not even invited to the hearing. The
letter further states:
It now seems that not only my company but any company has a possible WorkCare liability problem with the
mere fact that their staff sit in showrooms or offices and may be exposed to the winter sun on the window ...

At the outset I should have indicated that the claim was made because an employee
claimed he was sitting too close to a window and got headaches as a consequence.
The letter continues:
... which in turn can cause them to feel unwell and weakened, which in turn causes complications, periods of
dizziness and fainting! The end result for my ex-employee was he had an x-ray of the spine and a CAT scan of
the brain causing him to obtain a doctors certificate giving him six months off on WorkCare payments.
I ask you where does it end? Just think what the rest of the working people could do to the industry.
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That is not an isolated example.
What about the case of Egan's laundry in Colac, which was owed $3000. For many
months Mr Egan constantly contacted the Accident Compensation Tribunal and,
eventually, he received payment. How did he receive payment? It was delivered to Colac
from Melbourne by taxi. Was that not a generous gesture of the tribunal? If the tribunal
had been more efficient and effective, it would have responded to the first, second, third,
fourth or even tenth telephone call from Mr Egan and it would have made the payment
through the mail rather than wasting taxpayers' money by sending the payment by taxi.
What about the farmer at Chatsworth who had to wait for nine months before he
received reimbursement? He was battling to scratch out a living and for nine months he
was paying the wages of the injured employee because he cared about him. Why should a
farmer have to wait nine months to receive payment just because the Government is
incompetent?
The Premier has paraded in the media, Parliament and around the State claiming that
he will fix up the slow payment of Government accounts and ensure that they are paid
within 30 days. The example I just referred to is not unusual. •
What about the Brunswick fur manufacturer who sent me a letter dated 17 March? I
will not mention the name of the company or the employee concerned, but the letter
states:
On WorkCare with RSI from 23.7.86-employed by us for 9 months. Previously an outdoor worker and has
been a machinist for at least 20 years.
For the period of her employment with us she has been responsible for causing continuous unrest and trouble
in the factory, resulting in one long standing employee leaving on the spot after working for us for many years.
When it appeared to us she was obviously not intending to return to work, we consulted with Ron Mann at
WorkCare and sent her a letter terminating her employment. She immediately phoned our factory foreman
(12.9.86) to advise she was now fit and well and able to return to work. She was advised her position had been
filled. She then visited a doctor and sent in another certificate. WorkCare insist it is still our responsibility and
we must keep paying her. It is impossible to receive any information from WorkCare regarding her rehabilitation
as they appear to have an enormous turnover in staff and it is difficult to find anyone with any knowledge of the
situation. To compound the problem, in this case we have to wait up to 7 weeks to receive cheques from
WorkCare but, on the other hand, we have Mrs - - phoning us screaming abuse at our staff and threatening
them ifher cheque is not delivered by taxi at a time convenient to her.

I wonder whether she heard about the taxi trip to deliver a cheque to Colac! The
Government has created a precedent for taxis to deliver cheques, and here is another
person ripping off the system and demanding to be paid by taxi under WorkCare.
This letter gives about five examples, another of which relates to a person who was
employed by the company for nine months before being dismissed on 12 March 1987 due
to constant negligence and unreliability. The letter says-wait for this:
During the course of the conversation he informed us of the debilitating asthma he has contracted since
working in our factory for the nine months, has been to doctors and intends to sue us due to the mental stress we
have caused him as a result and will also claim WorkCare unless we agree to pay him all the expenses he feels
justified in incurring and send him on a two week fully paid holiday in Queensland. If we were to do this, he
would not take the matter any further. Prior to his employment with us he worked at home for approximately 25
years.

As I said earlier, some people are using WorkCare as an early retirement scheme. If this is
not ample evidence of it, what is?
The letter goes on:
To summarise, I find it very difficult to justify employing people today with the constant threat of having these
people on your payroll forever even when they decide they no longer need to work, as every claim made seems
to be accepted by WorkCare. However if WorkCare decides to pay them, I would almost find that acceptable if
they were to leave me out of the system and make payments directly.

I have so many examples but time is getting by. I shall give just two more brief case
histories, if I may.
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The first relates to Sportscraft Consolidated Pty Ltd, a company that is well known for
its good treatment of its employees and for the care it takes with respect to their
rehabilitation. This matter relates to an accident where a worker claimed that a rack was
dislodged off the conveyor rail and hit her on the left shoulder, causing bruising. The letter
says:
Three witnesses saw the rack fall to the floor but did not see the rack hit the worker.

-an attached document supports thatAccordingly, the claim was disputed and subsequently referred to the Accident Compensation Tribunal
(attachments B and C).
We also advised the Accident Compensation Commission of the doubtful nature of the claim (attachment D)
was responded to (attachment 0/1).
Under date of 1 August 1986, the claims agent advised that liability had been denied and a notice of dispute
lodged with the tribunal (attachment E).
On 26 August 1986, the claims agent advised that liability had been accepted (attachment F).
A telephone inquiry to them revealed that the tribunal had ruled in the worker's favour on a technicality, as
the witnesses' statement did not clearly state that the worker was not hit by the rack.

-but they all say they saw that it did notA request to the claims agent to produce written advice as to the tribunal's reasoning for its decision, was made
and responded to ...

The fact remains that this claim has cost this company in the order of $2000. This is
another example of the sort of sham that is going on.
I shall now refer to a case concerning a municipality in this State. It relates to people
involved as employees under the WorkCare scheme for a period often months. The letter
says:
As the council has been advised that the CEP Secretariat is now responsible for WorkCare for CEP employees,
the council proceeded to terminate the services in accordance with the CEP scheme financial allocations expecting
that any liabilities under WorkCare would continue under the control of the CEP secretariat. The council has
now been informed by the State Insurance Office acting on account of the Accident Compensation Commission,
that it is the responsibility of the city to continue the WorkCare payments indefinitely to the CEP employee.

Not even a normal, fully-fledged employee of that municipality! It is another example of
the incompetency of the commission.
Another example concerns a company called Prideaux of Blackburn Road, Burwood
East, which received a WorkCare registration and then, without any request by the
company, received an alteration to that registration. A new number was given without
being sought. I have here the new WorkCare book and number and the next letter.
Yesterday-and this is the second such case I have had in the past two days-the company
received not 1; not 2; not 3; not 4; not 5; not 6, but 7 separate notices in respect of exactly
the same thing. Is that an example of the efficiency of this Government? Is that why it
costs employers more to employ labour in this State? Of course, it is. The charade and the
nonsense of the so-called social justice WorkCare program ought to be open for all to see.
The Government promised some seven or eight months ago to conduct a review and
change the Act. It was supposed to be a tripartite review, but the parties still have not been
called together. The Government still has not gathered the information or brought in a
Bill to amend the Act.
I could say many more things, but there will be a debate on this subject in this House
tomorrow, and I look forward to continuing my contribution at that time.
Mr ROWE (Essendon)-I wish to comment in the Address-in-Reply debate on the
issue of security-specifically, on personal security and security in the community. I shall
focus on the Police Force and the Cain Government's record in the provision of facilities
and services for the Victoria Police. For too long the conservatives in this community
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have been saying that the Government does not support the police. This is a blatant
untruth, and an examination of the record reveals that the reverse is the fact.
The Leader of the Opposition recently saw fit to contact a newspaper circulating in the
Essendon electorate, the Community News, to make an attack on the Governmenfs record
and actions in relation to the Ministry for Police and Emergency Services. The headline of
the article was "Kennett slams cut to police". The genesis of the article was an internal
document examining the question of small police stations and their rationalisation.
Some rationalisation of police operations out of Mount Alexander Road, Essendon, has
already occurred with the combination of those operations and the operations of the
Moonee Ponds police station. In consequence, over the past twelve months, a savin~ of
resources has resulted because of the removal of the duplication of administrative servIces
so that more police are in cars out in the community.
Mr Gude interjected.

Mr ROWE-The honourable member for Hawthorn can take up the issues in his own
electorate.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Fogarty)-Order! The honourable member for Hawthorn
has already made his contribution and I ask him to cease inteIjecting.

Mr ROWE-I am talking about changes occurring in Essendon. The Leader of the
Opposition slams the Government in respect of those changes when logically they mean
efficiency; lower costs associated with administrative overheads, and more police in cars
out in the community. That is what the community generally wants and is demanding.
It is the old story: tell a lie often enough and people will believe it, but it is time the
record in respect of the Victoria Police was put straight. The fact is that the current
Government has done more than any other Government concerning the operation of
police in this State. The current Minister has the score on the board. The Cain Government
will take no action to jeopardise the good standing and integrity of the Victoria Police.
All honourable members know that the Victoria Police Force is one of the most respected
and efficient police forces in the world. One has only to read about the activities in some
police forces overseas to realise that that is so. The Government will not take any action
to jeopardise the good standing of the Police Force. The force is an organisation of which
I am proud and of which this Government is proud.

I turn now to the record of the Government in this area. With respect to capital
expenditure, over the first four years of the Cain Labor Government capital expenditure
for the Police Force amounted to $102 million. That represented an increase in expenditure
of 150 per cent over the past four years and reversed the situation left by the previous
Liberal Government.
In the last Budget the capital works budget was some $46 million and included the
provision of new police stations at Werribee, Rosebud, Corio and a new forensic science
laboratory at Macleod at a cost of$14 million.
Total expenditure for the first four years of the Cain Labor Government amounted to
$1· 3 billion, an increase of 64 per cent on the total of the previous four years of $836
million. The total expenditure for 1986-87 will be $436 million, an increase of 9 per cent
over the previous year.
Most importantly, the effective strength of the Police Force has increased by 1038. Prior
to comin~ into Government, the Labor Party made a commitment that it would increase
the effectIve strength of the Police Force by 1000. That commitment has been honoured
by the appointment of an additional 760 police officers and the release of 278 officers by
the employment of additional public servants to undertake the work that police officers
were previously required to do. The Government is proud that it has honoured that
important commitment.
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If one compares the ratio of police to population in this State with other States, one can
see that the record of the Cain Labor Government is excellent. Additionally, under the
policies of the Cain Labor Government the Victoria Police Force has been the first in
Australia to gain the benefit of a 38-hour week. In January last year an optional early
retirement scheme was introduced.
In respect of police equipment, one finds that in 1982 when the Labor Government
came to power, there were 1670 police vehicles. In 1986 there were 1860 vehicles in
operation, an increase of 190 vehicles. That is a significant increase.
In 1985-86 all police stations, including one-man police stations, in some cases for the
first time, received a police vehicle. The incoming Labor Government inherited the
incredible situation of one-man police stations not being provided with a police vehicle.
It took action by the Labor Government to rectify that.
Now all operational police vehicles have, or are soon to be equipped with airconditioning. Since 1982, 1156 police vehicles have been fitted with air-conditioners and
an additional 363 vehicles will soon be fitted with that equipment.
While on the topic of air-conditioning, already ten police stations in the metropolitan
area have been air-conditioned. Some 81 police stations have yet to be fitted with airconditioning but that will be phased in over a period of five years.
All but ten country police stations have been air-conditioned. In 1983, 130 country
police stations were air-conditioned and, in 1986, 253 country police stations had been
fitted with air-conditioning.
Some $25 million has been spent by this Government on upgrading police
communications. By June this year $19·4 million will have been spent. In 1982 there were
597 police portable radios in operation and, as at January this year, there were 1197. A
total expenditure of $19·3 million has been allocated for the purchase of a mainframe
computer for the Police Department. That equipment will be leased and the annual cost
will be $1·2 million. In the current financial year the sum of$I·5 million has been allocated
for software for computer facilities.
In 1986 the Police Force took delivery of two new boats-a 23-foot boat and a 42-foot
boat-at a cost of $400 000. This will enable the force to better undertake activities along
the coast and bay areas during the summer period.
Last year saw the delivery of two new helicopters for the Police Force at a cost of $4·4
million. In both cases the helicopters have been fitted out for use as ambulances. It is
worth pointing out that Victoria is the only State in Australia to have twin-engined aircraft
in operation.
The crucial point in terms of the Labor Government's record in the police Ministry is
the effective strength of the Police Force. As I said earlier, the Government has honoured
its commitment to provide an additional 1000 police officers. I challenge the Opposition
to reveal in this House its policies and commitments with respect to the Police Force.
What commitment is the Opposition prepared to make about police numbers.
The position of the Government is on the line; the Cain Government has increased the
effective strength of the Police Force by 1000 since assuming office in 1982. It has appointed
an additional 760 police officers and released additional officers to make up the numbers
by employing public servants. What commitments are the Opposition prepared to make
in this area? Honourable members have not heard any policy statements made in this
House. The community deserves an answer because this issue cuts across all electorates
throughout the metropolitan and rural areas.
The issue of personal security and safety and protection of people's property is
fundamental in a democratic society. The Government has taken the initiative and taken
action in successive Budgets to ensure that it maintains the Police Force at its maximum
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standard, as one of which we can all be proud. What is important is that the Opposition
declare its stance about police numbers and its policy in this area.
In terms of operational police in country areas, as at 30 June 1982 police numbers in
country Victoria amounted to 1749 and as at 1 December 1986 there were 1831 policean increase of 82. The ratio of police numbers per head of population is 1:461. In New
South Wales it is 1:517, and in Queensland it is 1:538. Again, Victoria is performing well
in terms of its ratio compared with those of other States. These are important issues and
they put to rest the view portrayed from time to time by our political opponents that the
Government is not supportive of the Police Force. There is no statement by any Minister
or any member of the Government-and certainly not by me-that could be interpreted
to mean anything else but support, encouragement and praise for the magnificent job done
by the Victoria Police Force. When one looks at the record and at the provision of
manpower and capital equipment across the State over successive years, one sees that it
puts that lie to rest.
I turn now to the committee of inquiry into the Victoria Police Force, the Neesham
inquiry. I point out that of the 220 recommendations-and this was a most comprehensive
inquiry and report-the situation as at March 1987 indicates that 127 of the
recommendations have been accepted either outright or in some modified form for
implementation by the steering committee. There are eight recommendations that represent
the status quo in existing police procedures; nineteen recommendations are regarded as
not desirable or impractical of implementation, and some 66 recommendations are pending
further investigation or report by project groups. The Government has moved towards
the implementation and conclusion of that large area of reform.
In terms of new police stations-and I will not go through every police station that has
been built under the Cain Government, but the list is long-the number constructed is
large, including those at Yarrawonga, Sunbury, Sea Lake, and so on. Major renovations
and extensions have been completed at many more stations, and a number of police
stations are under construction at Corio, Rosebud, Werribee and Winchelsea. Major
renovations are under way at Portland and Cheltenham. The record is available for the
public to see that the Government has done more than any other Government in the
provision of new police stations throughout Victoria.
I make those comments because the Leader of the Opposition, as quoted in a newspaper
circulating in my area, attacked the Government for closing police stations when the
reverse is the case. The Government is opening police stations throughout the State and
has been doing so for four years. That is not to say that the Government cannot make the
system more efficient. That is why the Chief Commissioner of Police is studying the
current report. That report canvasses the option of shopfront police stations in Essendon.
I support the view that a service should be provided in a more efficient and effective way.
The police station at Ascot Vale was burnt down last year and the decision has been
taken not to rebuild it, but to look at the upgrading of the Moonee Ponds police station.
As I indicated earlier, if that means that the electorate of Essendon will be better serviced
by police in cars and on foot, I am happy with that. I know the community is happy with
it and it probably does not make any sense to have-in an area like Essendon with a
tightly knit community and a compact geographic area-three police stations, one at Ascot
Vale, one at Moonee Ponds and one at Essendon North.
I congratulate the Minister for Police and Emergency Services for tacklin~ these difficult
issues. The community does not want change and does not want a diminutIon of services,
but for the Leader of the Opposition to come in heavy-handedly and suggest that the
Minister review the closing of police stations does not give the full picture. It is typical of
the comments he makes, and he never enters into the debate in a meaningful way.
People in the community want to see their taxes being used sensibly; they want to have
a police presence and security, but they want it done at the least cost. That is what the
Government is on about. I place my views on public record and reject the conservative
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argument that is portrayed by some elements-not all-of the Victoria Police Association
and by the Opposition who put the view that the Government does not support the Police
Force. That is not true, and it does not stand up to scrutiny.
Mr MACLELLAN (Berwick)-I am delighted to have the opportunity of joining in the
Address-in-Reply debate. I wish to express the loyalty of the electors of Berwick to Her
Majesty the Queen, and I welcome the opportunity to congratulate His Excellency the
Governor, the Reverend Dr Davis McCaughey, for the work he does as Her Majesty's
representative in Victoria.

Like other honourable members, having listened to His Excellency's Speech which was
recommended to him by the Government, I was, first of all, impressed by the fact that the
author of it-and I understand the author would have been one Neil Mooney, who works
for the Government-has perhaps pirated some sections of earlier Governors' Speeches
or perhaps had discovered in an unopened drawer a Governor's Speech, or a draft of one
that might have been prepared for some former Government.
That impression was strengthened by a reference at page 9 of the printed copy of His
Excellency's Speech to a two-line paragraph which states:
With this strategy the Government seeks to enhance the quality of life in Victoria by providing a better
environment in which to live.

When I heard those words, I suddenly thought that perhaps the Honourable Dick
Hamer had left an old copy of a Governor's Speech in a drawer and that Neil Mooney had
pirated it and it had gone through the Governmental process and been presented to His
Excellency for the opening of Parliament. However, when one examines the Speech and
seeks to make a critique of it, it becomes a rather strange and at times cross-purpose effort.
On page 2 the Speech says that Victorians are now enjoying the benefits of increased
investment, industrial expansion and diversification and overall economic growth. That
is one of the opening remarks of His Excellency to the Parliament and one with which I
take issue because I do not believe we have increased investment, I do not believe we have
sufficient industrial expansion and diversification and I do not believe overall economic
growth is, at present, one of the benefits of our society.
When one turns to page 5 of the same printed copy of the Speech, one sees that His
Excellency has said:
My Government is aware that current restraints imposed on the community by our changed position in the
world economy have frequently been borne by those least able to pay. It is aware for many prices have increased
more rapidly than disposable income.

To put that a different way, the poor are getting poorer. If one could step back and have a
look at our society under Federal and State Labor Governments, one would have to say
that the rich and perhaps the super rich are getting richer and the poor are getting poorer
and it is happening for all to see.
Mr Sidiropoulos interjected.
Mr MACLELLAN-If the honourable member for Richmond is inspired to criticise
that interpretation-and, naturally, such a criticism interjected as he walked through the
Chamber would be out of order-I should like to quote for him from an authoritative
source and one that will, I am sure, impress the honourable member for Richmond, along
with the honourable members for Springvale and Melbourne and the Minister for
Housing-the only Government members present in the Chamber at the moment.

The authoritative source is the honourable member for Melbourne in the Federal
Parliament, Mr Gerry Hand, MP, who I understand is the President of the Victorian
Branch of the Australian Labor Party and also the Labor spokesman for the left wing or
the left whatever it is of the Labor Party-the withered left wing of the Labor Party-as
well as somebody of great significance in the political processes of our nation at this stage.
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The speech to which I refer was made by Mr Hand at the launching of a book entitled
Winners and Losers- The pursuit ofsocial justice in Australian history. The book is by Dr
Stuart Macintyre and was published for the Social Justice Unit of the Australian National
University. On page 7 of the speech made by Mr Hand, a copy of which was kindly made
available to me by his office, he said:
Thus far, in the terms of this Government I do not believe that we have adequately addressed the claims of
those demanding increased social justice.
The reasons are complex but relate primarily to the decision to make economic recovery the number one
priority of the Government.

Therefore, he identifies the fact that increased social justice has been put aside because the
Federal Government acknowledges that the demands of the economy have to be given top
priority.
On page 8 of the speech, Mr Hand continues:
However, the consequences of putting economics first and, in the process, having to take some tough economic
decisions is that social welfare expenditure has suffered.
In reality, this has meant a continuing erosion in the real value of many social welfare provisions.

Then comes the critical phrase where he says:
While I do not like having to admit it, since Labor has been in office, poverty and homelessness have continued
to increase.

I emphasise that point. The leader ofa significant faction within the Federal Labor Party,
the President of the State Branch of the Australian Labor Party, a member of the Federal
Parliament and one who, we were told, was on the brink of joining the Ministry if only
one of the other slugs could have been pushed out-but apparently Mr Scholes was not
willing to surrender his position so that Mr Hand could take up his appointment-Mr MICALLEF (Springvale)-On a point of order, Mr Acting Speaker, I find the word
"slug" used by the honourable member offensive and I ask that he withdraw it.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Stirling)-Order! The honourable member finds the
word offensive.
Mr MACLELLAN (Berwick)-I have no hesitation in withdrawing. I do not and never
have regarded the honourable member for Springvale as a slug nor any other member of
the Parliament.
Mr MICALLEF (Springvale )-On the same point of order, Mr Acting Speaker, I take
offence to the word used by the honourable member for Berwick. It is unparliamentary
and I ask that he withdraw the use of the word itself.
The ACTING SPEAKER-Order! The honourable member has withdrawn the word.
Mr MICALLEF-He used the word again after he withdrew it. My point of order "is
that I am quite offended to the actual word, which he used again after he withdrew it.
The ACTING SPEAKER-Order! The honourable member has withdrawn the word
to my satisfaction. I asked him to withdraw and he withdrew it.
Mr MACLELLAN (Berwick)-I withdraw again, just to satisfy you, Mr Acting Speaker,
and the honourable member for Springvale.
I wish to draw a comparison between the intention of the Federal Government to make
this economy its No. 1 priority and, therefore, to defer elements of social justice and to
increase homelessness and increase poverty and the words used on page 5 of the Governor's
Speech to Parliament, which states:
My Government believes that the surest guarantee of social well being is economic health.
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In other words, the Government adopts the sort of trickle-down theory by which, if one
gets the economy right, eventually something will trickle down to the poor and homeless
and they, too, will be better offin our community.
In America they have a better description for it. They describe it as trying to feed
sparrows through horses. It is an effective social commentary when one thinks about it: if
one is intending to feed the sparrows, why feed the horses as a means of doing so?
However, the Government has set about dealing with the economy rather than giving
priority to social justice. I might add that this occurs during the International Year of
Shelter for the Homeless and the Government and its Federal counterpart have decided
that they ought to defer the needs of the homeless and of the poor to spend their time
preparing, apparently, for some economic Nirvana that is about to open up before us.
Although, on page 2 of the Speech, there was that totally inconsistent statement that we
are now getting the benefits of economic activity and investment, apparently all the
benefits of that page 2 stuffhave not yet come to anybody, let alone trickled down to the
poor and the homeless.
Therefore, on page 4, the Government espouses a policy subscribed to by both the
Federal and State Labor Governments-of income restraint. The wages of workers are to
be restrained while the cost of living has increased by a greater margin than the amount of
wages and this is one of the reasons why people have become poorer and why those who
have no homes are less likely to have homes under this Government than they were under
previous Governments.
The Minister for Housing is in the Chamber and I point out that, on examining the
figures relevant to this situation, one finds that the waiting list for public housing in
Victoria was at an all-time record high of 32 644 as of June 1986. The beginning of the
International Year of Shelter for the Homeless is being celebrated in Victoria with the
largest waiting list ever for public housing!
The Minister says that this is because the public sector houses are so much better and
because they now have three bedrooms and a games room-not that they do. That is the
Marie Antoinette answer that he gives because people put their names on the list, but in
the next breath he says that 50 per cent of those on the list do not want public housing.
One can grow old waiting for public housing in my area. The minimum waiting time is
six years. Members of the National Party can tell the House of the delays in their areas.
On the fringe of Melbourne, if one has two young children, they would be at secondary
school or even undertaking tertiary education while one waited on the list. One's eldest
daughter might be able to put her name on the list in anticipation that her family would
be able to get a house if either one was successful.
The "good night Irene" factor is responsible for the hospital waiting list. Did we have to
go through the agony of the nurses strike to work out that the nurses were underpaid? Was
it not accepted by the community, the Government, the Opposition, and the National
Party that there had to be wage adjustments? Apparently the Government, the Minister
and the nurses were unable to get together and sort things out. The Industrial Relations
Commission was unable to sort it out and now there are 34 000 people on the hospital
wai ting lists.
In my electorate there are no public hospitals. There are publicly owned hospitals but
they are classified as private hospitals. The waiting lists and waiting times are now at a
stage where it is necessary to transport people in the back of station wagons in the direction
of country hospitals many miles away for surgery because there is no chance of them
gaining admission to the Dandenong and District Hospital, which has perhaps the greatest
pressure applied on it.
In economic terms, the Government has borrowed more, taxed more and spent more
and to less effect than any other Government before it. One can legitimately ask His
Excellency the Governor and the Government what the Government has done with the
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funds that it has spent over and above the increased taxes and charges since it came to
office.
In areas such as electricity, gas, the Board of Works, the Grain Elevators Board and
subsequently the humble loaf of bread, we realise that every step of the way the Government
intervenes. Is it to give greater opportunity to those who are in the least successful places
in our society? No, but to get additional money to spend in a sort of warm glow of
socialism in the hope it will produce some trickle down effect to others.
What is one of the significant areas of expenditure of this Government as opposed to
the previous Government? The 27000 extra public sector employees that have been
employed under this Government would make up a significant proportion of that. In other
words, 27000 additional public sector employees have been enjoying substantial salaries,
good conditions and so forth. They are not the homeless; they are not the people without
skills or jobs; they are the people who enjoy the public sector and who have become the
chosen of our society. They are safe and secure and, hopefully, from the Government's
point of view will help to re-elect the Government rather than embark on a course of
seeking social justice.
One does not get social justice by employing 27 000 more people in the public sector;
one does not get social justice through a trickle down process. One gets social justice when
one is intent upon and sincere about it. It is doubtful whether the Government is intent or
sincere about social justice.
Why do we say that? Because at the same time as the Government has taken on board
and provided comfortable public sector jobs for 27 000 extra people, unemployment in
this State has increased to 42 000. They are the poor; they are likely to be the homeless;
they are the losers under the Government and they are the ones for whom the Government
shows little interest.
Charges for electricity, gas, Board of Works rates, Grain Elevators Board rates and
hospital insurance-for those who can still afford to have hospital insurance-have been
inflated. Melbourne has become the inflation capital of the world.
Mr Kennett-Of Australia!
Mr MACLELLAN-Perhaps not of the world, but at least of Australia. Probably
Ecuador, Peru or similar countries have a higher inflation rate but not Japan or any
country in Western Europe. The Italians and similar people might well give Australia a
lesson in economic management in relation to our inflation rates.
Does that help the poor and the homeless? Is the sermon of Neil Mooney real or is it a
front? We must ask ourselves that question. At the same time that we ask that question
we could also ask some quality questions. For instance: between 1984 and 1986 why did
the enrolments in Government schools fall by 26 477? Why did the parents of 26 477
students decide not to enrol their children in the Government school system in this State?
One may be tempted to say, "Well, it is because there are fewer children around". We
have heard the honourable member for Essendon say, "We have got to show both sides of
the picture; it is cheating if you just put up the one side of the argument".
Although the Government school system under the Governnlent has lost 26 477 students,
the non-Government system in Victoria has gained approximately 8000. This is the
stupidity of the situation. It is not that there are fewer children, it is because confidence in
the Government school system is collapsing and parents are voting with their feet by
taking their children out of Government schools and putting them in the non-Government
school system.
The rich and those who can afford it are following that course, giving their children
more opportunities, but the poor, the disadvantaged and the homeless are left lamenting
in a system which is degraded year by year under the Labor Government.
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If we want to know what the Government has been spending its money on, it can be
said with some confidence that the deficit in the operation of the public transport system
under "Tom Terrific", the Minister for Transport, will top $1000 million a year. We can
be confident that that $1000 million is taxpayers' money which will be spent in propping
up a system that is not delivering better service to the people.

Occasionally a few buses are put on for a by-election, but visibly the system is not better
for the people and it is not providing better opportunities for people; it is providing fewer
opportunities for the poor, the homeless and those in greatest need.
With $1000 million one could buy a brand new car for every unemployed person in
Victoria. That is the situation in the State and yet millions of dollars are being borrowed
and spent. Taxation has been increased by millions of dollars.
The hospital waiting lists are at an all-time record; the public housing waiting lists are
at an all-time record; and Government schools are being vacated at a rate which no other
Government system could possibly tolerate. That is the sort of quality Government that
we have.
Although all the words were in the right place in the Governor's Speech, a speech for
which the Governor should not be blamed-Mr Micallef-We are following tradition.
Mr MACLELLAN-The honourable member for Springvale should be the last person
to talk about tradition. I can think of a few traditional methods that would have been used
in the past on the honourable member.
Mr Micallef-You're funny, really funny!
Mr MACLELLAN-The honourable member needs his ethnic background to
understand the reference. The Government produces all the right buzz words about social
justice in the community, but it has policies that are directly opposite to that, and which
are destructive of the intentions of the Government.
The Opposition should be grateful to Mr Gerry Hand for having made it clear that
under the Hawke Labor Government-although he does not like admitting it-poverty
and homelessness in Australia have continued to increase. The Governor's Speech has
little to recommend itself in answering those two problems. What is missing from the
Speech, of course, is any reference to the endemic urban crime rates which are a public
scandal. No reference is made of drugs or the drug problem. Apparently Victoria does not
have a drug problem. It is all right; it probably occurs in certain suburbs so we do not have
to worry about it! The honourable members who represent those suburbs are probably
members of the Cabinet and do not want too much said about that in Parliament. Perhaps
that is the answer, smother it, keep it quiet, but if Victoria does have a problem and the
community is serious about it, something must be done for those people who are exposed
to it and to the problems of being poor and homeless.
The Governor's Speech has not one word to say on the subject. For those who say
"Where does the money come from?", if one wants to do anything different, I make one
final reference to where the money is being wasted and where the money might come
from. Under the former Minister of Transport, the current Minister for Labour, the
Government finally decided to carry out its policy of restoring country train services
where buses had been installed. I refer honourable members to a V/Line business strategy
until June 1990 document which suggests that the Government is about to go into reverse
after five years of wasting money and proposing to implement the very policies that I had
when I was the Minister of Transport. The Labor Party is restoring the train service to
Leongatha. I need not bother the House with the amount of money spent on upgrading
the railway line, made necessary by the decision to restore the train service. I shall just
concentrate on what is said on page 63 of the strategy document. It states:
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However, in the case of the Leongatha service, cost recovery and capacity utilisation levels are extremely low.
Accordingly, the strategy is developed on the basis that buses will replace all rail services on this line, although
such a move may present Government with difficult policy problems.

Indeed it might, because the Government was elected on the promise to restore this train
service. The document then goes on to state:
Should this preferred strategy be unacceptable to Government and trains retained on the Leongatha service,
the additional direct cost would be $1·3 million a year ($16.08 per passenger journey) and may generate the need
to purchase additional carriage sets.

That says it all. The Government has no comprehension of the need to ~et effective control
of the expenditure of public money. It has appointed 27000 additIonal public sector
employees. Millions of dollars have been lost here, there and everywhere. I simply illustrate
that by one idiotic decision to restore a train line service to Leongatha, where the passengers
were being carried in air-conditioned buses by a contractor, that after a delay of five long
years the Government has wasted money like water which could have been used to help
the disadvantaged, the poor, provide shelter in the fullest sense to the people in our
community who are in most desperate need. Yet the Government and its Ministers, day
after day, and week after week, have neglected to control their responsibilities sufficiently
to get the things in order which ought to be put in order.
Some members of the Government may think that $1·3 million a year is nothing in
total Government revenue because they have become so arrogant with power and so
disdainful of their elected responsibilities and so, I suppose, so far as they are concerned
$1· 3 million a year is a drop in the ocean. It is a drop in the ocean in the total expenditure
of the Government, but passengers from those South Gippsland towns who were in airconditioned buses were asked which mode of transport they would prefer. They had trains
and they had experience of buses and were asked what they would like. They answered
overwhelmingly that they wanted the buses but the Government imposed its decision,
because of its trade union masters, and restored the train service, upgrading the line and
wasting $1·3 million a year to provide a service that was better provided by buses. I can
give example after example of such waste.
I want to say one thing only in closing, that I have invited the Minister for Housing to
attend the Anzac Day anniversary party, celebrating the day on which a house was bought
by the Ministry of Housing in Beaconsfield. It is still empty. The swimming pool was full
of water and I got the Minister to empty it. The grass was so long that it was up to the
window ledges until I had the Ministry cut it, but the house is still empty.
Mr WHITING (Mildura)-I join with other members of Parliament in expressing my
loyalty to the Governor, Dr Davis McCaughey and also to the institution of the Governor.
I hope all honourable members would feel so inclined, but that does not appear to be the
case after hearing some of the speeches made in the Address-in-Reply debate.
This is the first opening of Parliament to which His Excellency has been able to attend
and it is unfortunate that he has had to deliver such a speech. It was not until the
honourable member for Berwick spoke in the debate that I was aware of the author of the
document. I had thought that it may have been one of the senior Ministers within the
Cabinet, but obviously that is not the case.
I take that person to task on several issues in the Speech given by His Excellency. On
the first page, the bald statement is made:
Five years ago, Victoria was performing poorly in a national economy which itself was far from impressive.

I should like to know: performing poorly compared with what standard? There is no
indication of a comparative standard in that statement and the statement, on its own,
does not mean anything. I believe there have been improvements in some respects over
the past five years. However, the Government decision maker who instigated this Speech
also wrote:
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It is apparent that Victoria had stumbled into the modem economic era still burdened by the baggage of an
earlier one-those days when it was possible to think that this nation rode on the sheep's back, and on what
could be dug out of the ground.

I remind honourable members that the primary industries of this nation have got Australia
to this stage of development and, although it may be that a change is occurring at present,
it is equally true that primary industries will play a very large part in the further development
of this nation and of this State. For the Premier or whoever wrote the document to make
the Governor utter those words so early in the Speech disenchanted many Victorians
immediately. I hope that attitude will not prevail. The Speech continues:
Australians have suddenly learnt that they must change their attitudes.

I do not believe that is the truth. Some Australians will have to change their attitudes, that
is true, but the majority will not need to change their attitudes because they have been
doing their very best to try to get the standard of this country back to what it was a few
years ago. The main reason why the country is in financial trouble at present, which noone can deny, is that interest rates in Australia are higher than those in competitor nations
and in countries with which Australia has traded. The standard of living that Australians
are enjoying at present is being speedily reduced by an inflation rate that is far higher than
in most of Australia's long-term trading partners.
The main cause is the lack of productivity of those employed in the work force in this
natioo and until those people "suddenly learn" to change their attitudes Australia will not
be able to compete with overseas nations. Despite all the fancy words in the world, there
will not be a great change unless we return to the situation that Australia used to have,
when people did a fair day's work for a fair day's pay and did not seek 17·5 per cent
holiday pay loadings and when sick pay was not used as though it were an additional wage
benefit to be paid to them but was an insurance against the time when they became ill and
could not work.
The honourable member for Hawthorn referred to the WorkCare problems facing the
State at present. They are absolutely horrific. I recommend that honourable members who
were not in the Chamber when the honourable member for Hawthorn spoke should read
his speech, particularly the segment relating to the delivery of a cheque by taxi from
Melbourne to Colac because complaints were made about slow delivery. In desperation
the Government paid for a taxi to deliver the cheque to Colac, and I presume the
Government paid for the taxi to return to Melbourne. I do not know how any Government
can hold up its head under those circumstances and claim that Victoria has just "come
out of the dark ages", that Victoria is on a "wave of success" and that everything in the
garden will be rosy.
The honourable member for Berwick pointed out a number of areas that have changed
dramatically. In fact, the poor are poorer in Victoria, more so than they were five years
ago. I do not blame the State Government entirely for that because the Federal Government
has a fairly large say in what is happening in that regard.

It is interesting that the Government should have caused these remarks to be made at
the very first opening of Parliament since His Excellency Dr Davis McCaughey was
appointed to the office of Governor of Victoria. Some of the other comments made In His
Excellency's Speech are well worthy of interest for honourable members because extravagant
claims were made. If the Government can produce these goods, that will be a big step
towards overcoming some of the ills that Victoria faces.
At page 6, His Excellency's Speech states:
In a good society enterprise abounds and is rewarded.

I ask any Government party member to point to any business that does not have problems
with payroll tax, WorkCare and other imposts loaded upon it in Victoria. Businesses are
having huge difficulties in trying to establish themselves, to get some sort of incentive to
keep going and to survive under the heavy hand of Government that has been placed over
them since 1982.
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The Governor's Speech goes on to say that Government controls will be progressively
removed. That action is necessary if incentives are to be provided to allow a business to
proceed with the normal hope of making a profit and of receiving satisfaction in the
particular endeavour of the industry in which it is involved and, by the same token,
provide the influx of capital and incentive needed for the development of the State.
His Excellency's Speech also pointed out that the Government intends to announce its
conservation strategy and that it recognises the interdependence of development and
conservation. I hope members of the Government party do not forget the word
"development" because that is part and parcel of the continued extension of Victoria's
secondary industries, particularly the timber industry and those industries in the more
remote parts of the State that are experiencing great difficulty at present because the
conservation issue is working to their detriment and making it difficult for them to
continue in their industries with any sense of security.
At page 9, His Excellency stated:
The Conservation Strategy recognises eight major priorities:

They are listed. One is:
The enhancement of our cities.

I suppose that includes country towns and villages but, knowing this Government, I doubt
very much that it does. The Government probably means the enhancement of major cities
surrounding Melbourne, such as Geelong, Bendigo, Ballarat and some others. Of course,
honourable members representing the more remote parts of the State certainly believe the
enhancement of cities in their electorates is equally vital because people living in those
areas provide a great deal of incentive for the development and welfare of the whole State.
At page 8 His Excellency referred to the fact that home ownership assistance has been
increased by 13·8 per cent in 1986-87 to $98·2 million. Ijoin with the honourable member
for Berwick in pointing out some of the problems in the area of public housing. The
Federation of Housing Societies in Victoria held its 1987 State Convention in Ballarat
recently. Mr Colin Thomson of the Mildura Group of Co-operative Housing Societies
sent a memorandum to the Sunraysia Housing Action Committee that included the
comments of various speakers at the convention.
One of the guest speakers was Bishop Peter Hollingworth, the Executive Director of the
Brotherhood of St Laurence, who commented on the International Year of Shelter for the
Homeless and its impact in Australia. He said:
In Australia at present there are 3·2 persons per dwelling on the average, and this number is falling ... At the
present time there are 3 million people out of a total population of 16 million people who are dependent on social
security benefits.

Australia's average must be high compared with those for other countries. Mr Thomson
pointed out that:
One practical way in which SHAC ...

-which is the Sunraysia Housing Action Committee. .. could contribute, could be through the establishment of a common equity housing cooperative. However,
because of high interest rates, subsidies would need to be provided by Government ...

What a sorry state of affairs when the Government needs to subsidise the payment of
interest rates for people to become involved in common equity housing cooperatives.
Mr Shell-Do you support it?
Mr WHITING-Yes, I support the project because it is the only way some people will
be able to find housing. Approximately 32 000 people are on the public housing waiting
list.
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At the convention held in Ballarat, Chris Banks of A. V. Jennings Homes stated that a
big change was taking place in the shape of households. He said:
(a) One person households have increased by 68 per cent.
(b) Single parent households have increased by 110 per cent.
(c) Family households have increased by 30 per cent.

(d) Two person households have increased by 28 per cent, and
(e) Persons aged over 55 years households have increased by 35 per cent.

Additional housing will need to be provided to cope with the increase in applications for
public housing, especially those from single parents. Mr Banks said that one-person
households had increased by 68 per cent in the past year.
At the convention, Mr Barry Wight put forward the Federal Government's housing
policy. He said that he was afraid of the misrepresentation that may have occurred through
indexation of the first home owners' scheme. He said:
... the first home owner scheme is not lost to all new home buyers; and negative gearing is only detrimental to
the overall rate of re tu m to the highly geared investor.

That statement is not fair; indexation has brought a greater burden to bear on young
people trying to take part in the first home owners' scheme.
Mr Banks said that the scheme should be increased to bring it more into line with
today's trends. In the City of Mildura, and not the suburbs of Red Cliffs and Merbein, 16
applications have been received for four-bedroom homes; 272 for three-bedroom homes;
206 for two-bedroom homes; and 86 for elderly person units. The time an elderly person
will have to wait for a unit is indefinite because so few are available. The average person
on the waiting list will have to wait more than three years for housing.
The sad point is that the Ministry of Housing owns a large area of land adjacent to the
new housing estate in Mildura, yet it is not prepared to build public housing there because
it wants to sell some of the blocks of land for private development. The intention of the
Ministry is to provide a mix of one Ministry of Housing house for every seven privately
owned houses. In the International Year of Shelter for the Homeless the Government
should be making a greater effort to provide public housing.
The State needs a change of Government. The economic scenes of the nation and State
are disastrous. The sooner a change in Government is made, the sooner people will be
prepared to risk capital in this State. Investments in the State would provide additional
employment and housing, and help to provide a better standard of living.
To offer an alternative to the present Government, the non-socialist parties must work
together. The Leader of the Opposition has caused problems between the two parties
because of some of his remarks about their relationship.
In March 1985 the Leader of the Opposition was highly critical of the Leader of the
National Party. He raised doubts about whether the honourable member for Shepparton
should lead the National Party. One would have hoped that the Leader of the Opposition
would have learned from his mistake at that time when he was taken to task in an editorial
in the Age of 19 March 1985 headed, "Will Mr Kennett ever learn?" It would appear that
he has not taken much notice of the article.
Recently the Leader of the Opposition again criticised the Leader of the National Party.
He claimed that he supports the National Party and is prepared to go all the way with it,
y t he stated publicly that unless the National Party amalgamated with the Liberal Party,
the National Party would be ignored.
I hope the other members of the Opposition will be prepared to have a discussion with
tj leir Leader, because I believe he is doing them harm at present by his criticism of the
National Party and stirring up further problems.

Governor's Speech-Address-in-Reply

25 March 1987

ASSEMBLY

809

Mr Cooper interjected.
Mr WHITING-Perhaps the Leader of the Opposition is now much more circumspect
after the events of last Saturday evening.
Mr Williams-Mr Acting Speaker, I direct your attention to the state of the House.
A quorum was formed.
Mr WHITING-I was indicating to the House that the problems the Government has
forced upon Victorians are so great that there will need to be changes in the Government,
both at the Federal and State levels, at the earliest opportunity.
I was saying that, for that to take place, the Leader of the Opposition would need to be
a little circumspect with some of his comments about the actions of the National Party
and his so-called belief that the two parties together are out to remove the Government
from office and provide a viable alternative for the people of this State.
Earlier I indicated that in 1985 the Herald had criticised one of the comments made by
the Leader of the Opposition. More recently the remarks of his colleague, a former
President of the Liberal Party in this State, Senator Richard Alston, were reported in an
article in the Age of 30 July 1986. Under the headline, "Lib scorns Kennett call for a
merger with NP", the article stated:
A former president of the Victorian Liberal Party, Senator Richard Alston, yesterday criticised a call by the
Opposition Leader, Mr Kennett, for amalgamation of the Liberal and National parties.
Senator Alston described as "fatuous" talk about the waste of energy and resources caused by the existence of
two separate parties.
"There is still a significant range of issues and political attitudes which separate the parties and it would be
foolish and counterproductive to pretend that these would disappear in a combined party," he said. "Indeed the
tension would almost certainly be much greater and would receive much more media attention."

If the Leader of the Opposition really wants to remove the Government from office at
present, the Liberal and National parties should continue as they are and provide that
viable alternative and, in fact, should not be distracted by the threats of the Leader of the
Opposition that, if the National Party does not amalgamate with the Liberal Party, his
party will go it alone. That suits the National Party fine; we do not mind at all. We are
prepared to continue to function as we have done in the past.

Mr Kennett interjected.
Mr WHITING-It can be proved quite categorically that the grassroots members of
the National Party do not want to amalgamate with the Liberal Party. In fact, at the
Horsham annual conference in 1986, a motion was almost defeated simply because of the
fear of the grassroots members of the National Party, of whom some 500 to 600 were
present, that an amalgamation was about to take place-and it was thought that the Leader
of the National Party was trying to "snow" them by implying that such an amalgamation
was already on the way.
I suggest to the Leader of the Opposition that ifhe continues to lead his party along the
path he is now leading it, the Liberal Party will not be in office in its own right in 1989 or
at any other time.
Mr Kennett-Who said that?
Mr WHITING-I said that. If he continues to lead his party along that path, he may
not be the Leader of his party, either.
I should like to compliment the Government and some of its staff on the provision this
year of additional teaching staff to some of the more remote country schools. I shall quote
only the instance of the Murrayville High School, which stated that the school got off to a
very smooth start for 1987; that there were eight new teachers this year, three of whom
were appointed by the staffing branch of the Ministry of Education; and all the other staff,
Session 1987-29
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some five of them, who are in their first year of teaching, have all been recruited from
South Australia.
It might be a backhanded compliment, but it is certainly the best start to a school year
that that school has experienced, even though it has had to recruit five teachers from
interstate, of its own volition, to make up the numbers to cater for its students. The
Ministry of Education, at last, is getting its act into proper perspective, and it is now able
to provide the staffing necessary for those schools, albeit, as the honourable member for
Berwick stated in his speech, that the numbers are dropping.

Mr MICALLEF (Springvale)-Before 1 commence my remarks, I should like to endorse
some of the comments of the honourable member for Mildura, especially those-which
the honourable member for Doncaster found offensive-criticising the Leader of the
Opposition. If the comments of the honourable member for Mildura are correct, the
Leader of the Opposition has much to answer for and the Federal coalition is in a lot of
trouble.
It is amazing that, although having a loose affair, the opposition parties remain unfaithful
to each other. I hope that situation will continue in the future, and perhaps they will seek
to adjust their arrangements.

In offering my contribution to the debate on the motion for the adoption of an Addressin-Reply, 1 am positive that the people of the Springvale electorate will be very happy with
the blueprint for change proposed by the Government. I am disappointed with some of
the disparaging remarks made against--

Honourable members interjecting.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Kirkwood)-Order! 1 remind honourable members that
interjections are disorderly.
Mr MICALLEF-I am amazed that members of the opposition parties criticised the
Governor's Speech and made veiled threats against him. That is distasteful and breaks
with tradition.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr MICALLEF-I dissociate myselffrom remarks made by members of the Opposition
who have criticised the Governor and his Speech. I was fortunate in attending a function
with the Governor last year and his contribution on that evening was excellent. As a
former apprentice, it was a pleasure to attend the annual apprenticeship awards night and
to meet a range of young people who are excelling in the training and learning of various
skills. Many Government members attended that night but there was a poor turn up from
the Opposition benches.
The Governor mixed with the young apprentices and was well received by them. He
demonstrated that he had an interest in the future of Victorians, which is more than I can
say about members of the Opposition, from their comments in this place and the way in
which they have attacked workers and young people.
The electorate of Springvale has representatives from 70 different nationalities. A
significant proportion of the electorate were born overseas or are first generation Australians,
like myself, and they look forward to the Government's blueprint, contained in the
Governor's Speech, being put into operation.
People such as Bruce Ruxton and Geoffrey Blainey have visited the Springvale electorate.
I attended the opening of an RSL building in the electorate and had to sit through an
address by Bruce Ruxton. He was responsible for a disgusting tirade against what he called
wogs, Asians and women. 1 suggest that members of the Opposition who align themselves
with a philosophy that attacks members of the community who are attempting to settle in
and contribute to Australia's wealth should be ashamed of themselves.
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Professor Blainey preaches racism, hatred and division within the community.
Honourable members should also dissociate themselves from his remarks. I place on
record my disgust at Mr Ruxton's attack on Bishop Tutu from South Africa. This year I
have had the pleasure of working with the new Mayor of the City of Springvale, Mr
Andrew Papapetrou, who, together with other councillors and municipal officers, has an
ethnic background. It is good to see someone with a Greek background representing the
City of Springvale and, together with his wife, doing a wonderful job.
The Springvale council is one of the best municipalities in Victoria. It is not riddled
with political factions: it is made up of Labor Party and Liberal Party representatives and
probably has a few National Party representatives. It works extremely well and has a
magnificent record of delivery of community services. As a member of Parliament, I am
delighted to work with that council.
I again refer to the annual apprenticeship awards night and inform the House that the
number of apprentices has increased dramatically since the Cain Government came to
office. In 1982 10 000 apprentices were in training but this year there are 15 600 apprentices,
which is an increase of more than 50 per cent. The Government is proud of that
achievement and will continue to increase the number of apprentices. Victoria's apprentices
have been trained to make a substantial contribution to the industrial and technological
development of this State.
I refer the House to the Monash Medical Centre, which is a wonderful complex that has
been established in the Clayton electorate. The centre has been built over the past four
years and will service the south-eastern suburbs. The first sod of soil was turned a little
over four years ago when I was a candidate for the seat of Springvale. I am delighted that
the centre has been built in the four years that I have been a member of this House. It is
wonderful to see the completion of the centre. The building has been handed over to the
committee of management and it will take patients towards the middle of this year.
The Monash Medical Centre is a monument to the Government and a credit to the
work of the former Minister of Health, Mr Tom Roper, who, after examining the numerous
promises made by Liberal Governments over the years, has brought that hospital to
fruition.
I am proud to have been involved with the Springvale Community Health Centre.
Community health is one of the pluses for State and Federal Governments.
Honourable members interjecting.

Mr MICALLEF-I am referring to the service provided by the Springvale Community
Health Centre and to services in general. There is a good health service provided by the
Waverley Community Health Centre and the honourable member for Forest Hill might
like to take the trouble of visiting that one day.
The community health program was established in the early 1970s by the Whitlam
Labor Government. After 1975 the program stagnated but was reactivated with the election
of the Cain Government in 1982 and the Hawke Government in 1983. Both Governments
have continued to increase resources in the community health area and that service has
been gratefully accepted by the community. The emphasis on community health is moving
from primary care towards educational and preventive health. The program with which I
have been involved commenced around Christmas 1983 and has been a wonderful success
over the past three years. I am delighted to have been the inaugural President of the
Springvale Community Health Centre.
The community health centre has continued to build up a reputation. Contrary to the
remarks made by the honourable member for Forest Hill, it is not a politicised community
health centre, it is a real community health centre. Like all community health centres, its
charter specifies that it should have representatives from all groups within the community
on its committee of management. That is the way a community health centre should
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operate and I am proud to say that that is the way the Springvale Community Health
Centre operates.
A series of programs are contained in a booklet published by the centre. The centre
started from nothing three years ago. It now conducts programs in back care education,
repetitive strain injury, child development education and baby massage classes-which
might suit the honourable member for Forest Hill if he decides to join! It also conducts
swimming classes for disabled children, first aid lectures, summer safety programs, planning
and coordination of women's health groups, evening community forums on health issues
and so on. The booklet includes a table that sets out the various programs and this table is
available for perusal by honourable members.
The community health centre, with its extremely able chief executive officer, Mr Vivian
Blacker, is making available a remarkable service to the diverse ethnic community in
Springvale. The arrangement of programs has been excellent. The centre is working well
with the council and with local agencies of Citizen's Advice Bureau, the Springvale Legal
Service Co-op. Ltd and various ethnic organisations such as the Springvale Indo-Chinese
Mutual Assistance Society, the Turkish association, the Italian elderly citizens club and so
on. They find the services of the health centre excellent and are supportive ofits programs.
In the remote possibility that a conservative party is elected to office in the future, I
hope no attempt will be made to tamper with the community health program that has
been established. Ifit does, it will receive a strong backlash from the community.
The community health program combines well with the Government's social justice
strategy which we hear so much about and which is the envy of most other Governments
and opposition parties throughout Australia because it has been so well received.
The Government's social justice strategy has four major priorities that even simpleminded people such as the honourable member for Forest Hill can understand. The aims
of the strategy are to improve areas such as children in poverty, long-term unemployment,
dignity and security for the aged and human rights. These are all admirable aims that
should be supported by any reasonable member of Parliament. Any honourable member
who does not support the strategy should be made accountable to his or her electorate.
Some Opposition members embrace the philosophies of the new right. The only difference
I can see between the philosophies of the old right and the new right is that the new right
espouses that the welfare budget should be cut. I have heard suggested figures of between
$6 billion and $12 billion. I would like to hear some policies from State and Federal
opposition parties about the areas in which those cuts would be made in the event of a
change to a conservative Government. Members of the opposition parties have the lUXUry
of being in opposition, of being critical and of mouthing off at every opportunity, even
though they are caught out from time to time. They should be made to put their position
on record so that the electorate can analyse the alternative to Labor Government policy.
Another objective of the new right is to smash the hard won conditions of workers. A
lot of garbage has been spoken about taking away sick leave and annual leave loading
entitlements-as though that will correct the ills of this country. The efforts of the new
right are antagonising the community and causing confrontation with the labour movement.
Of course, the whole community suffers when that confrontation occurs.
Different groups supported the case that was heard by the Equal Opportunity Board
recently arising from a situation that occurred in a factory in the Clayton area. The
decision made by the board was a two-to-one decision against what was called a closed
shop. The board upheld an individual's right not to join a union. That was an unfortunate
decision because the rights of one person were held above the rights of all the other people
working in that factory.
I am not sure of the number of workers at that factory. For the purpose of the exercise,
I shall say that it was 100 workers. All except one wanted to belong to the union. However,
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that one person was able to benefit from the hard won conditions obtained by the unions
for the benefit of their members.
I have also spoken to employer groups who criticise some of the large companies in this
State that do not participate in employer organisations. I can sympathise with those
organisations.
Compulsory unionism does not exist. However, the right of conscientious objection has
always existed in awards and it has always been the right of an individual to have a
conscientious objection to joining a union.
If one asks a person who has conscientiously objected to joining a union to contribute
an equivalent amount to a fund acceptable to all parties working at a certain place, one
often finds that the real reason why the person does not join a union is because he does
not want to pull his weight.
The philosophies of the new right encourage employers to take on unions or groups of
workers. An example was the recent brewery strike where drivers who had worked for the
brewery company for many years were given dismissal notices. Some of the drivers had
worked for the company for 20,30 or 40 years. Dismissing them was an example of the
commitment the company had to its employees.
The brewery dispute upset the whole community. I represent many small retailers who
were penalised because of the stupidity of the brewery company standing down drivers
without proper consultation and negotiation.
I shall now refer to the WorkCare legislation, an achievement of which the Government
should be proud. The honourable member for Hawthorn criticised the WorkCare package,
which encompasses prevention, compensation and rehabilitation. They existed in vague
and unworkable forms during the 27 years of conservative Government in Victoria. The
honourable member for Hawthorn quoted selective cases and did not refer to the other
side of the argument.
I do not know how the honourable member represents the people of Hawthorn who
come to his electorate office with problems with WorkCare. I suppose he would immediately
take the position of the company. Like all honourable members, the honourable member
for Hawthorn must have constituents with workers compensation claims coming to see
him. How does he process those claims when all he can do is produce a series of letters
from companies criticising the WorkCare scheme?
I am proud to state that people involved in industry and commerce to whom I have
spoken are extremely pleased with the way WorkCare is proceeding because it is far
cheaper than the system which previously existed. It is ridiculous for the honourable
member for Hawthorn to suggest that employers will criticise a system that saves them
money. That claim is not true. I have spoken with lawyers who work in the suburban
areas, and they believe the new system is working satisfactorily.
The honourable member referred to a number of cases by quoting letters he had received,
and I shall now inform the House of a case of which I am aware.
Mrs D. Micallef-she is not related to me-of 71 Princess Avenue, Springvale, visited
my electorate office regarding a WorkCare claim. She had been working for EBCO Apparel
Pty Ltd of 3 Brear Street, Springvale, for six years. During that time, the company had
been taken over by another company, but Mrs Micallef did the same job at the same place.
Some time before the company was taken over, Mrs Micallef complained about a pain
in her arm, but she continued to work for several years after the takeover. On 23 December
last year, she had to receive medical attention and she applied for WorkCare. The claim
was processed and she was notified that she would be accepted under WorkCare.
Mrs Micallef visited my electorate office because she had not received any payment. I
telephoned the WorkCare agent who informed me that the payment had been sent to the
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company. I then telephoned the company and spoke to Mrs Sheila Holzer, who said that
the company had decided not to accept liability.
It would be a ridiculous situation if a car insurance company that represented someone
who had had an accident decided not to pay a claim because it took a different position
from that held by the person who had the accident.
WorkCare agencies are reminiscent of the private enterprise insurers under the old
system where the agents have no ideological ideas or support for the system. If anything,
they would be hostile to it. The agents receive $150 for each claim they process, which
makes an agency more like a processing shop than a settling agency.

I rang EBCO Apparel Pty Ltd on this matter, but no-one would speak to me. After
numerous telephone calls, I indicated that I wanted to inform the company of my next
step and I was told that I could do what I liked. I then applied to the Department of
Labour and requested that inspectors investigate the claim. The company was extremely
upset about that.
The SPEAKER-Order! The honourable member's time has expired.
Mr KEN NETT (Leader of the Opposition)-I indicate the loyalty of the electors of
Burwood to Her Majesty the Queen and her family as well as to the Governor, His
Excellency Dr Davis McCaughey, and Mrs McCaughey. They have a difficult job to
perform and Victorians appreciate the way in which they are carrying out their duties.

I, like many other honourable members, express concern about the content and style of
the Speech that the Governor had to present to Parliament. It is traditional that the
document is prepared by the Government of the day, but this Speech was more political
than those that have been delivered in the past.
The content of the Speech should clearly indicate to the people of Victoria where the
priorities of the Government lie. The honourable member for Mildura pointed out the
discrepancy between the treatment of people living in rural areas and those living in the
metropolitan area.
I offer his Excellency and Mrs McCaughey the support of the Liberal Party in the work
they are doing on behalf of us all.
I am tempted to respond to the incredible comments of the honourable member for
Mildura, but I will not take the bait at this stage, except to say that his comments have
been noted and rejected. The Opposition believes that ultimately a merger will be more
effective.
Obviously one would like to respond to the honourable member for Springvale, who
has now become a traditionalist in the broadest sense of the word with most of his speech
having been based on tradition. I am pleased to note that, like all socialists who enter this
place, as time passes he is becoming a capitalist. The honourable member for Springvale
is probably the best example here of that at the moment, as he is continually acquiring
more property, to reap as much capital gain as he can, given that he now has this huge
salary as a result of having a regular job in this magnificent place. He fits in so well. He
obviously loves this place.
Before dealing with other matters, I wish to make a brief remark about the events of this
week; I obviously refer to what has appeared in the Sun newspaper and the result of my
telephone conversation on Saturday night. One has to ask oneself: what are we on about
in this Parliament if we are not developing and protecting the democratic rights of citizens?
Even the honourable member for Springvale defended the right of a constituent, Mrs
Micallef, to justice; and I believe all of us here, regardless of our politics, would hope that
we are advancing the democratic rights of citizens. If not, what are we doing here?
Therefore, as honourable members can imagine, I was somewhat disturbed that my
rights had, as I believed, been violated by the Sun on Monday morning. The point of my
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raising it here is not to reopen the wounds but to say that what happened in this Parliament
yesterday was most refreshing. Government members obviously had the opportunity to
get stuck into me and my comments, for political advantage. That did not happen. I do
not think that it simply did not happen. Those who criticise the Parliaments of Australia
from time to time and describe them as bear pits, from which all filth is necessarily
expected to originate, should recognise that what happened occurred not because of events
at a political level between combatants in the political arena but was started by those who
are the first to criticise the Parliamentary process. In other words, the media, who are so
ready to criticise politicians and the way in which politicians behave, were the ones who
denied a citizen or two citizens their democratic right; it was not the bear pit of Parliament
that started this procedure, a denial of natural justice, but the very organisations which
are so ready to criticise.
It is important that that be recognised, and I say quite openly here that I deeply
appreciate the support that the Premier and the Government have given me as a citizen
over the past two days. Certainly, most of the Labor Party members have expressed
support, and I appreciate that; it is not isolated support. When that sort of thing happens,
regardless of the side of the House on which it happens, there is a lot of support, as there
is in times of illness or death in this place. There is a camaraderie about the Parliament.
The past few days have not only reinforced my view that that camaraderie exists but also
reinforced my belief that those who live in glasshouses should not throw stones. I refer to
the press.

The next time the media criticise the activities of the so-called Parliament, honourable
members ought to recognise that the activities of the press this week have been motivated
by their pursuit of selling papers rather than by a consideration of the rights of anyone or
two citizens. The media has much to answer for.
On page 8 this morning the Sun ran yet another article. This time the illustration
portrayed me speaking on my car phone while driving my vehicle. As most honourable
members would know and as any professional journalist would know, my car phone is in
the Government car that I use, which is provided with a chauffeur. I cannot remember
ever using my car phone while driving that car; in fact, I have rarely driven it. That
illustration has again provoked the comment in tonight's Herald that I am committing yet
another illegal act.
It makes one wonder whether the Sun is genuine in its intent. If it is, where is its
professionalism? It concerns me, as it should concern every honourable member. I hope
no-one else will be caught as I was. It was not long ago-in fact earlier this year-that I
gave up drinking, and it is only a month since I gave up smoking. It is now quite apparent
that I shall have to give up some of the language on which I fell back the other night at a
time of great frustration. This was merely another incident. We as Parliamentarians get
used to them. Ultimately, it is one's family and one's children who suffer the most. I hope
the children of other members of Parliament will not have to go through what my children
went through the other night while watching those television services and so on.

I shall now come back to what I hope I am better at-that is, tearing shreds off this lazy,
miserable, incompetent Government. I shall start with my dear political colleague, the
honourable member for Monbulk who entered the Chamber, saw that I was about to speak
and left in fright. I can understand that.
Last weekend we had a very good electoral result. This Parliament will be better served
by having a person of the calibre of Marie Tehan enter it. One area in which the Liberal
Party campaigned hard with a view to winning the next election was the electorate of
Monbulk which is currently and temporarily represented by Mr Neil Pope. The Liberal
Party will obviously continue its campaigning in this electorate because it has a vested
interest in more ways than one in winning that seat.
The current member for that electorate has always believed that he has made a significant
contribution to this place. When reading the local newspaper, the Lilydale and Yarra
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Valley Express in the electorate of Monbulk during the recent campaign, I was staggered
to find a letter to the editor from one, F. L. Sedgman of Montrose, which I shall read into
the record because it best sums up the two different standards-the one held by the
honourable member of himself, and the one held by the majority of his electorate who will
obviously make a decision at the next election. The letter is headed "Political ego" and
reads:
Sir-Congratulations to our local Member, Mr Neil Pope, in his statements to your Andrew Laing in the
Express of February 10 he displays plenty of self-confidence. But the question is: how is it justified?
Mr Pope's statement that he was "second to none on th~ back bench" ...

Where does that leave the honourable Whip on the Government benches, Sir, or some of
the more senior members with whom you have been associated? The letter states that Mr
Pope considers himself"second to none on the back bench", and continues:
Mr Pope's statement that he was "second to none on the back bench" displays complete contempt for his
fellow backbenchers. Consider that his boasts of being made chairman of the State Government-Local Government
Financial Relationship Committee. In the recent council amalgamation issue, Mr Pope's committee's planned
proposals were tossed out by his own party. Good one, Mr Pope.
Our esteemed local member was "rapped over the knuckles" by a Parliamentary Committee, with a majority
of his own party, over his unwarranted and unfounded attack on an opposition member of the Victorian
Parliament, while trying to hide behind Parliamentary Privilege. Good one, Mr Pope.
However, our local Member's total infatuation of himself reflects in his description of himself as a "tall
poppy".

Can you imagine, Sir-Mr Pope, a tall poppy?
An Honourable Member-You can't see him even when he stands up!
Mr KENNETT-The letter continues:
Come on, Mr Pope, if you are the best the Labor Party can dig up to represent the constituents of the electorate
of Monbulk, you must have plenty of weeds to tower over.
From Mr Pope's actions and comments published in the Express, it would appear his biggest achievement is
the state of his ego.
F. L. Sedgman,

Montrose.

May the honourable member for Monbulk enjoy his last one and three-quarter years in
government! May he enjoy his ego, and may it find him a job after the next election!
One of the things members of the Opposition found as they went around the electorate
was the concern shown about the Premier's commitment to so-called social justice or,
rather, his lack of concern. After the Labor Government was elected to power in 1982, in
his speech during the debate on the motion for the adoption of an Address-in-Reply-the
motion on which I am speaking today, some five years later-the Premier told Parliament
that the Labor Party had been elected because it offered a shining alternative vision
founded on social justice for Victoria and its people. He said that it was one founded on
social justice for a fair sharing of this State's resources and, most important of all, . for
efficient, honest and accountable government.
If ever one wanted to immediately knock on the head the idea of efficient, honest and
accountable government, I direct to honourable members as bedtime reading tonight, the
report of the Auditor-General that was tabled in Parliament today. If ever there were a
gospel of mismanagement, this has to be it. It puts paid to the claims made by the Premier
in his speech in 1982 to which I just referred.
The remainder of the Premier's speech five years ago contained not one example of how
social justice was to be implemented, apart from one reference to high-rise development
in Collingwood. It did not mention anything that could remotely be claimed to be part of
a program of social justice and fair sharing.
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Just before the recent Central Highlands Province by-election the Premier introduced a
Bill that was supposedly meant to peg increasing prices, a matter of concern to all
honourable members. The Government seems to have forgotten the fact that its policies,
which have been a major contributing factor to the price increases, affect everyone in the
community. If the Government were really serious about prices, there should have been
some reference to the proposed legislation in the Governor's Speech but, of course, there
was absolutely no mention of it.
In other words, as the Labor Government is in its last two years in office, the Governor's
Speech should have outlined its basic legislative program. There was not one word in the
Governor's Speech about price control legislation. Obviously, that proves that the price
control legislation is nothing short of a political gimmick. In the debate on the prices
control Bill, honourable members spoke about why the proposed legislation would not
work and that when it was tried in 1975 in South Australia, such legislation failed dismally
to hold down prices. At that time, when a comparison was made between Adelaide, with
price control and Melbourne without price control, it was found that prices in Melbourne
were substantially lower than those in Adelaide.
Whether the Premier likes it or not, right now in Victoria prices are rising dramatically
and consumers, housewives and households are being forced to pay substantially higher
amounts for goods and services than they had to pay three weeks ago. The reason is that
supermarkets have to stay in business. They are not being greedy or deliberate. They say
that they need a certain margin, which normally applies. However, by interfering, the
Government is ensuring that that margin is put at risk. It is obvious that over the next
twelve months, if this course of action is pursued, Victoria will pay a very heavy penalty
indeed.
The Premier perhaps summed it up today at question time when he asked himself the
rhetorical question: what have abalone fishermen's licences to do with housewives' budgets?
It is obvious that the Premier has no understanding of how to run a business. I inform the
Premier of two ways in which the licence fees paid by abalone fishermen affect household
budgets. Firstly, abalone fishermen represent the epitome of small business. Only one
person, with certain equipment, is involved and the abalone fisherman employs one
person as a safety officer. If the licence fee is raised to $10 000, it will mean that that small
business and the family of the operator have to find more money, work harder and obtain
a better result if their standard of living is not to be reduced. It is as simple as that. Ifone
pays double taxes tomorrow and one's salary does not cover that outlay, one's standard of
living goes down. On that count the Premier has no idea of the impact of Government
taxes on the people of Victoria, particularly small business.
Secondly, although I admit that the majority of abalone is exported, it makes it more
difficult to obtain a decent return on the products we export because we become less
competitive. The Premier speaks strongly about being competitive in overseas markets
and securing more markets in the future. In both cases, where abalone is sold in Victoria,
we have to pay more for it. Therefore, the housewife is getting less for every dollar she
spends and that applies right across the board.
The SPEAKER-Order! I advise the Leader of the Opposition that I intend to terminate
the sitting at 6.15 p.m. because a meeting of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association
is scheduled for 7.30 p.m. I shall resume the chair at 8 o'clock and again call the Leader of
the Opposition.
The sitting was suspended at 6.15 p. m. untit8. 8 p. m.

Mr KENNETT-Mr Speaker, I trust the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association
·meeting went well. I am sorry I was not present, but I look forward to reading the minutes.
The SPEAKER-Order! I advise the Leader of the Opposition that the amplification
system has again let us down.
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Mr KENNETT-Perhaps somebody could hand me a telephone! Before the suspension
of the sitting I was referring the House to the Government's professed concern for the
living standards of Victorians, particularly families. The motivation behind the
introduction of the Grocery Prices Act is an attempt by the Government to peg the prices
of certain groceries, which the Deputy Leader of the Opposition said is the most hypocritical
legislation that the Government has passed over the previous five years.
The Bill raised the expectations of the community at a time when they were under
increasing financial pressure. The goodwill of the community has been abused by a
Government that continually seeks to interfere in the competitive market, as demonstrated
by the Grocery Prices Act, which was introduced as a means of holding down prices.
There are many examples of where prices have risen and the Opposition will be ensuring
that over the next twelve months we will not only monitor the basket that the Government
has assembled but also we will monitor the prices of goods provided for by other legislation
w~ jch rise substantially above a 6 per cent increase and which are sold in supermarkets.
It is no good taking a basket of goods, restricting the natural competition on those and
allowing the price of other goods to rise dramatically. I am sorry that the Premier is not in
the Chamber, but the Minister at the table, the Minister for Housing, is well acquainted
with the proposed legislation and the basket of goods contained in it.

One matter that concerns me is that, in the 170 items, dairy items are included which, I
understand, are now excluded from the basket because an amendment was passed in
another place providing that where the price of goods is controlled by existing regulation
that those goods will not be part of the 6 per cent peg.
If that is the case, obviously the public is being misled. However, the Government is
still advertising the fact that these prices have been pegged when they are controlled by
separate legislation and other authorities.

The Opposition is concerned about the failure of the Government to apply restraint to
its expenditure. The two greatest contributing factors to increases in prices is the debt and
the interest rate applied to that debt and also the inflation levels.
Unless the Government addresses the real problem of its debt and, in particular, its
taxes and charges, there will be no relief for the Victorian community. The disposable
income offamilies will be dramatically reduced. The Government has failed to hold down
its charges and taxes, fines and fees that relate to business.
If the Government wants to keep prices down it must recognise that it must also reduce
the burden on businesses, particularly those businesses in which there is an added factor
that contributes largely to the price. For example, there is no control in the Government's
basket on petrol, and yet petrol is one of the major ingredients in the overall cost of
products, particularly products that are delivered to the country and the provincial areas.

Mr Sidiropoulos interjected.
Mr KEN NETT-The honourable member for Richmond said that that was a
Commonwealth charge. He knows that the Victorian Government has its own tax on the
sale of petrol, cigarettes and a range of other products.
Part of the tax levied on petrol is a Federal tax, but part of it also is a State tax. The
allowances of Victorian housewives who are on a static housekeeping allowance,
unfortunately, will be eroded because of the effect of the cost of petrol on goods sold in the
retail market.
The failure of the Government to refer in any way to the prices peg legislation in the
Governor's Speech was not an oversight, it was something that happened only in recent
times. It was done for all the wrong reasons: it was done to shore up votes in the recently
concluded by-election in the Central Highlands Province.
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The Government then sold a principle of good government to gain electoral success.
The community is getting sick and tired of governments that try to artificially manipulate
a situation to secure a political return through the ballot-box. This proposed legislation
represents the third time that the Government has gone into an election endeavouring to
buy support.
I imagine that the Governor of this State and the majority of the community would be
concerned about a Government that wanted desperately to stay in office, yet saw its life in
office being shortened and as a result was doing desperate things.
Mr Cathie interjected.
Mr KENNETT- The Minister for Education interjected that the Government is not
desperate. Any political party that produces fraudulent how-to-vote cards at an election
has to be desperate. I do not for a moment consider the Minister for Education would
support that transaction; and I do not believe the Minister at the table, the Minister for
Housing, would do so, either. That means there are only another 54 Government members
who could be guilty. I shall come to them. I know that the Speaker would not be involved
in that sort of thing.

I am reminded that it is not the robbing of a bank that is the crime, but it is getting
caught for doing so. I have reminded myself of that a couple of times during the past few
days. It is not a crime to have a private conversation; it is to be caught doing so.
The Government is becoming desperate and it is prepared to misuse the goodwill of the
community that wants not only strong leadership in Govemmrnt and from Government,
but also it wants responsible Government.
It does not matter whether it is the Prime Minister, or the Premier, or the Opposition
Leader Federally or State, but what everyone is saying is that if we are going to put this
country back on a sure footing, then we need courageous action at the Government level.
Nothing that we do today will solve our economic woes tomorrow, but by taking action
today we can ensure that over a period we will rebuild the damage that has been done over
the past five years.

An increasing number of citizens in Victoria, such as aged citizens who are on fixed
incomes, are increasingly becoming concerned about the way in which they will be able to
live out their lives-that is, with less dignity and security, than they have had before, and
the increase in the housing waiting list is a real indication of that situation.
If one goes around the universities and schools, one will find the atmosphere is entirely
different from when I came to Parliament eleven years ago, in the late 1970s. Then there
was radicalism with Vietnam and other factors. Today that radicalism has been replaced
by a genuine fear about what young people are going to be able to do with their lives.
Unfortunately, particularly in rural Victoria, an increasing number of young people cannot
find meaningful employment. It is not our responsibility as a Parliament alone to find
these solutions; but it is our responsibility to give the leadership in terms of the policies
that we introduce and in terms of legislation and regulation.

The prices peg legislation is not the sort of legislation that will ultimately inspire a
community that is desperately looking for leadership from government. I can well
understand the problem of the honourable member for Richmond, who is inteIjecting,
because at the time he was asleep. He can be sure that we did not support the legislation'
then and we do not support it now, because we oppose it on philosophical grounds. The
Labor Party must be about to extend the age at which its members have to retire because
that contribution by the honourable member for Richmond, who has just interjected
again, is the most significant contribution that he has made.
It is not good enough to argue that greater interference by Government will lead to
greater security and opportunity. Members on the Government benches know that the
prices peg legislation will not work. When they go to their supermarkets, they will start to
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see the impact of artificial controls. All I can say is, the sooner the twelve months' period
elapses so that the legislation lapses, the better Victoria will be for it.
Ultimately it will not be the so-called wealthy who suffer, it will be the constituents who
are the low to middle income earners or those on fixed incomes. How can a senior citizen
who has a companion cat, afford to pay an increase in pet food, the brand was "Snappy
Tom", which has increased from 29 cents to 41 cents. The living standards of that person
will decrease.
The Grocery Prices Act is nothing more than an act ofhyprocrisy. It will harm people
more than it helps them and the Opposition, over the next twelve months, will continue
to highlight the increases in prices for which the Government must accept total
responsibility. If people's living standards keep declining at a faster rate than they are at
present it will be because of the Government's ill-conceived and ill-thought out piece of
legislation.

Mr HEFFERNAN (lvanhoe)-On behalf of the constituents of Ivanhoe and myself I
swear allegiance to Her Majesty the Queen and His Excellency the Governor. I wish to
highlight some of the Government's activities during the past five years. All politicians,
should take some time to examine their achievements and the directions in which they
are heading. Members of the Labor Party should do that, because they came to government
indicating, with considerable rhetoric, what they would do in the social justice area for
those people in the community who they believed had missed out under previous
governments.
There have been no achievements during the period of the Labor Government, in fact,
there has been a deterioration in the living standards of those people whom the Labor
Government for many years said it represents.
Honourable mem~rs will note the slow deterioration of the standard of living of
workers since 1982. Some of the great past leaders of the Labor Party such as the late Ben
Chifley and the late John Curtin, would turn in their graves if they were able to see the
deterioration in the standard of living of the working class in Victoria and in Australia.
The Labor Party will have much to answer for at the next State election because statistics
will illustrate that it has failed in every area to alleviate the problems that exist in our
society.
A recent report by consultants W. D. Scott & Co Pty Ltd, commissioned by the Federal
Government, indicated that an additional 40 000 Australians have become homeless since
1982. It stated that there are now 60 000 additional people on the verge of being homeless;
150 000 people on housing commission waiting lists throughout Australia; 35 000 of those
are in Victoria. The increase in the number of people waiting for Government housing is
a reflection of the deterioration in the living standards of those people in our society whom
the Labor Party, over the years, with considerable rhetoric, has indicated that it represents.
The Labor Party, when in opposition, said on many occasions that it would alleviate the
problem of people living in high-rise commission flats. One can remember the many
statements-it made during the last election-of the need to remove the high-rise
commission estates within Victoria because of the poverty trap of the people who lived in
them. No action has been taken and, if anything, the State is in such a financial mess that
no action will be taken in the short term, yet the number of people waiting for Government
houses is increasing day by day.
Members of the Opposition have indicated the problems that exist in the public transport
system and the need to overhaul that system. The Auditor-General's report has highlighted
the problems of V/Line. The redundancy payment of $90 million that was paid to
employees of V/Line was a public scandal. I am amazed that the Minister who made that
decision has not been held accountable. Politicians must be accountable to the public for
the decisions they make. The then Minister of Transport is still a Minister of the Crown.
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What would happen in private industry if a manager reported to his board of directors
that he had lost his company $90 million, $9000 or even $900? That person would be held
accountable and would be removed from his job. I am amazed that the Government has
accepted this scandal so calmly. That money could have helped to alleviate the many
problems in our society. It could have been spent on those people who require public
housing.
Parliament heard recently that the Minister for Transport will spend $8 million on
additional bus services. No one begrudges people having an adequate public transport
system, but the same Government department had losses last year of$900 million and yet
the Minister for Transport has informed Parliament that through budget savings the
department has saved $8 million which will be spent on additional bus lines. That money
could have been allocated to reduce the accumulated deficit. It is amazing how easy money
can be spent when one does not have to earn it.
It is not good enough for Ministers of the Crown to continue spending taxpayers money
merely to glorify their own positions.
All honourable members are aware of the long waiting list for people wanting elective
surgery in our public hospitals. Who are the people queuing up at public hospitals for
public surgery. Are they the top income earners in society or people on high salaries or in
professional jobs? They are working class people that the Government professes to
represent. The problems concerning our public hospitals will be a continuing one for the
Government, and it will prove a difficult problem for the Liberal Party when it comes to
Government. The Government has failed to come to grips with its priorities.
Another instance of the Government's incompetence is the National Tennis Centre.
Why is a Government involved in a project that will cost well over $100 million?
Governments should not be involved in professional tennis. If the Government had not
become involved, the tennis administrators would have done their own thing.
Too many politicians in this House are sitting here as entrepreneurs but they know
nothing about what ought to be done in entrepreneurial areas outside Parliament.
One would wonder, by the year 2000, how many people in this society will need help.
In the Sun of 11 March 1986 Dame Phyllis Frost stated that one-third more people are
seeking help from the Victoria Relief Committee compared with previous years, yet we
still have a Government that sits here and announces, with all the rhetoric that it has
uttered on price control, for example, that it is trying to help the people on the bottom
line. I can only say: what hyprocrites I have come across!
The poverty line under both the Hawke and Cain Labor Governments is now $274.60
a week after tax. The poverty line has risen! More and more people are sinking below the
poverty line. Both the Prime Minister and the Premier have spoken of pensioners.
Pensioners are $28 a week further below the poverty line since the Hawke Government
came to power. There has been a $28 a week drop in the income of pensioners, yet the
Premier in this House even today has said that his Government has concern for those
people at the bottom line. One would have to sit back and say: I believe the Premier has
lost contact with his original purpose in entering Parliament. This is a Premier who lives
so close to where the problems are in our society! One would have to laugh at the rhetoric
he carries on with.
I refer to other costs-electricity, gas, water and so on. Who are these charges affecting?
Once again, they are affecting those people whom the Government ought to be concerned
about, the people who are struggling-once again, this Government is making an attack
on them. The Government says continually that it is rectifying these problems by further
and further involving social workers and allowing those people who need help to apply to
the relevant departments for assistance. These are handouts! I believe the people in this
country are not a society which wants handouts from a Government in this manner.
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I point to the hidden poverty-all those people who are too proud to come forward and
reveal the problems that they are having. Mostly, again, they are the pensioners. Their
self-esteem keeps them from broadcasting their problems-problems which have arisen
as a result of the taxes and charges imposed on them. They slip slowly further below the
poverty line. What is the worth of the rhetoric uttered by the Premier of Victoria and Mr
Gerry Hand, who is both a Federal member of Parliament and President of the Victorian
Branch of the Australian Labor Party? A headline in the Age of 24 March 1986 states,
"Plan needed to fight poverty, say Cain, Hand".
Once again, it is all rhetoric. One wonders when the Government will stop putting out
this rubbish. Every time we pick up a newspaper, we read about the Government's policy
on social justice and what the Government proposes. It is said that the Government will
fix it up, yet nothing gets done. The Government has been spending so much money and
borrowing so much money that now there is no money to help the people on the bottom
line.
The Government will lose because it has lost contact with the rank and file in society,
the bottom echelon. One of the major problems of the Government and the Labor Party
is that the blue collar workers who once represented the party have stepped aside and
allowed the academics to come in. If one wants to go broke, bring in an academic-one
will soon pay the price.
The two areas I see as being major problems over the next ten years-not only in
Victoria but also Federally-are poverty-such as Australia has never witnessed-and
industrial relations. I give warning now: we can no longer put up with being held to
ransom by the iron arm of the trade union movement. I for one, when the Liberal Party is
in government, will not allow myself to be stood over by the trade union movement. One
has only to examine what has happened over the past five years-it has just gone too far
and people have had enough.
Industrial relations will be a key issue in the next State election. One has only to look at
the Builders Labourers Federation and its deregistration by the Labor Party Government.
The BLF is still alive, it is still as strong and it is fighting just as hard as ever through the
union now handling the work of the former BLF, the Building Workers Industrial Union.
I assure everyone that the BWIU-which to me is the BLF-is more trouble to the
construction industry of this State than the former BLF ever was. It is common for people
within building circles to say-and this is a big statement-that they wish Norm was back
because at least they knew when they did a deal that a deal was a deal.
I wonder how long we can put up with what is still going on in the building unions. I
shall refer to some of the problems. I refer, firstly, to the Jack Chia South Yarra project.
Recently a 48-hour strike was called by the building union and work on that project was
brought to a halt because the lino in the diningroom of the builders' mess was damp
underneath. For that reason 35 men were called out on strike for 48 hours! How long can'
we put up with this sort of rubbish-at a cost, may I point out, of a minimum of $150 a
day a man for 48 hours?
Another area of industrial dispute involving the BWIU-the present BLF-arose because
a builder drilled a hole through a piece of timber. He put a steel shaft through the hole and
he was not supposed to do that-the Amalgamated Metal Workers Union worker was
supposed to do that. The AMWU worker was supposed to put the steel rod through the
hole drilled by the carpenter. What did we have? Another strike! How can one sit back
and stand this sort of rubbish? I give strong warning that when the Liberal Party is in
power we will not tolerate this nonsense.
The Plumbers and Gasfitters Employees Union of Australia, there is no doubt, has
become the union leader in the State. The general secretary of the union is bettering his
lifestyle at the taxpayers' expense since his election to the Legislative Council. He is a real
gentleman now! He is ready to reap his reward for the years of havoc he has wrought in
the building trade, but he is still running amok in his role as general secretary of the
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Federal office of the Plumbers and Gasfitters Employees Union of Australia. That union
has been out for weeks and no effort has been made to get those members back to work.
The nurses' dispute is still continuing in the Latrobe Valley. It has all the symptoms of
a classic strike. It is now supported by the State Electricity Commission workers who have
decided to blackout Victoria. I say to the SEC workers, "Enjoy blacking out Victoria while
the Labor Party is in power because I can promise you that if you do that when the Liberal
Party is in power you will have a fight on your hands like you have never had to fight in
your lives".
The honourable member for Springvale attacked the new right. That is the new catchcry
of the Labor Party and the union movement; the only reason it has become the catchcry
is that the new right has started to cause real problems for them.
The new right comprises people concerned about the direction in which Victoria is
headed. I shall point out one of its achievements since it highlighted problems associated
with certain work practices. All honourable members will remember the strike against
Peko-Wallsend Ltd in Western Australia. After a return to work the company lifted its
annual output rate from 14 million to 18 million tonnes with approximately 150 fewer
men. It achieved almost a 30 per cent increase in tonnage with a very sharp fall in unit
cost.
An example of the effect of restrictive work practices is the cost of transporting steel in
Australia compared with exporting it. An article by Tony Harrington in the Age of Saturday,
2 August 1986, was headed, "Inefficiency is when moving steel to W A costs more than
getting it to Japan." Mr Harrington reported:
Inefficient transport services in Australia are grossly inflating the costs incurred by manufacturers, importers,
exporters and consumers, according to a new report.
The report, by Or Keith Trace ofMonash University, argues that transport industry regulation, poor organisation
and inefficient work practices have seriously affected some operations.
Dr Trace's report said that it cost 44 per cent more to freight Australian steel from Port Kembla to Fremantle
than it did from Fremantle to Japan ...

It is no wonder that Australia is rated as one of the bottom three countries in Western
society!

As soon as anyone questions a work practice, the union movement responds with the
catchcry that it is a result of the performance of the new right. How long can Australia
tolerate restrictive work practices?
Another example ofa restrictive work practice was reported in the Weekend Australian
on 6-7 December 1986. The article stated:
Should you have to be a member of a particular union before you can tighten a bolt?
The answer is yes, and according to employers it represents a classic example of a restrictive work practice.
The MTIA's submission to the national wage case outlines a case history of a restrictive work practice and
cites a company employing several operators, members of the Australian Workers Union, on continuous shift
work.
"Frequently during the afternoon or night shift, a minor running repair such as tightening a bolt was required,"
the MTIA case history says, "Rather than the operator tightening the bolt, the employees insisted that a
maintenance fitter from the Amalgamated Metal Workers Union be called in."

What rubbish! Australia cannot accept that sort of practice.
I have a further example of the cost of restrictive work practices in a memorandum
which refers to costs in the oil industry. The rigger involved in this particular example will
be referred to as "Mr Smith" because it is an actual case. The memorandum states:
On Sunday 21 st September, 1986, a Shell Refinery Rigger, Mr Smith responded to two separate call-ins by the
Shift Controller. Detailed below are the payments made by the refinery for the two call-ins:
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1. Mr Smith was contacted at 7.30 a.m. and travelled by taxi from Winchelsea to the refinery arriving at 8.43
a.m. He finished work at 9.54 a.m. and returned home by taxi. For approximately one hour's work he was paid:
-telephone disturbance payment

$6.60

Of course, one must be paid a telephone disturbance allowance because the telephone
rang! The detail of payments made by the refinery continue as follows:
-one hour response pay at ordinary time
-four hours minimum call-in payment paid at
double time on Sunday
-one hour rain money paid at half of ordinary
time

$11.07
$88.56
$ 5.54

It was raining when the taxi took Mr Smith from his home to the refinery; for this

inconvenience, Mr Smith was paid $5.54! The payments made by the refinery totalled
$111.77 for 1 hour's work. The memorandum continued:
Mr Smith was contacted again on the same day at 11.40 a.m. and travelled by taxi from Winchelsea arriving
at the refinery at 12.46 p.m.

Mr McNamara-Was it raining?
Mr HEFFERNAN-No, not the second time that Mr Smith was called in to work. The
memorandum continued:
He finished work at 2.03 p.m. and returned home by taxi. Again for approximat4ly 1 hour's work he was paid
$111.77.
Total payments to Mr Smith on Sunday 21st September, therefore amounted to ~223.54.

That was not the final cost! The memorandum also stated:
In addition, he would receive his standard $14.10 per week call-in allowance for having his name on the callin roster.
The taxi fare from Winchelsea to the refinery is approximately $32.00. For Mr. Smith's two call-ins the refinery
would have paid approximately $128.00 in taxi fares.
Total refinery outgoings for the two call-ins would, therefore, have amounted to $351.54 (excluding the weekly
call-in allowance payment).

No society can tolerate that sort of rubbish!
The honourable member for Springvale attacked the new right's attack on the trade
union movement and work practices. Whether one likes it or not the present economic
positions of the State and the country will force changes to work practices. People will
have no option. The present situation has come about because of the greed of the trade
unions who believe they have the right to exercise power over others. Any payment above
the award received by members of the union affects people at the end of the line.
In the debate about price control nothing has been said about local government charges.
For too long local government has been allowed to run rampant; it has been able to charge
at rates higher than the award. Until local government is made more accountable, people
will find it harder to pay their rates.
Recently I carried out a survey among local government councils and I found that every
council that was dominated by the Labor Party was working a 35-hour week, a nine-day
fortnight with flexitime and was receiving over-award payments of up to $60 according to
the State incremental payments scheme agreement.
I am sick of the rubbish I hear about people who are sacrificing an increase in their
wages; all we have is creeping costs! A perfect example is in the Port Melbourne City
Council. Councillors have received every increase in the rate of the consumer price index
through the back door in an attempt to overcome the present problems created by the
Federal Government's price freeze. How many other Labor councils have filtered payments
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through the back door in order to keep up the costs? The next Liberal Government will
vet all State and local government expenditure.
I warn the people of Victoria that this State now has huge debts, which will be hard to
meet. The Deputy Premier realises that once the State reaches the point of selling off its
assets, it is in deep trouble. Similarly, the day that any private business starts selling its
assets it is in financial trouble.
By the end of June this year, the Government will sell off some $50 million worth of
assets belonging to Victorian taxpayers. That is the start, and I hope, in the long term, the
people of this State will remember it. It will be another interesting experience for the
Government. I hope the Deputy Premier will understand that accrued financing has now
evolved, and that these huge accrued liabilities will have to be met in the future. What
financial disasters have been caused and what debt has this Government put this State
into within five years!
On the motion ofMr ANDRIANOPOULOS (St Albans), the debate was adjourned.
It was ordered that the debate be adjourned until later this day.

SHOP TRADING BILL
The debate (interrupted on the previous day) on the motion of Mr Fordham (Minister
for Industry, Technology and Resources) for the second reading of this Bill was resumed.
Mr JASPER (Murray Valley)-In summing up my remarks on the Bill as the lead
speaker for the National Party, I indicate quite clearly that the National Party unashamedly
supports the cause of small business in Victoria.
Governments need to understand the special situation of the 40 000 small businesses
operating in this State, which are under the strongest possible pressure to survive at
present. Small businesses are working the longest hours. They lack a return for the massive
investment that they have in their enterprises and are suffering shrinking profitability.
They are under constant pressure as a result of ever-increasing costs resulting from escalating
wages and often unjustified charges and other impositions relating to working conditions.
Small businesses are showing the greatest entrepreneurial attitudes that are necessary in
Australia today, particularly in Victoria. They are at the forefront of producing the economic
wealth of this country and providing expanding employment opportunities. Honourable
members have spoken about business; they have heard other honourable members from
all parties speaking about small business. However, I assure the House that nobody
understands small business as well as does the National Party.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr JASPER-I believe we have the best possible understanding of small business. It is
interesting that at least three members of the Liberal Party displayed some mirth at that
comment, but I assure them that I stand by the comments that I made previously in the
debate on this Bill: that even members of the Liberal Party, along with a large number of
members of the Government party, need to talk to small business operators, who are at
the forefront of creating wealth for Victoria. I say in all sincerity that the honourable
member for Hawthorn-Mr Gude interjected.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Kirkwood)-Order! The honourable member for
Hawthorn is out of order.
Mr JASPER-He may be out of order, but the point he makes is valid. By his
interjection, he demonstrates that he really does not understand what small business is all
about. He talks about it in platitudes, but unless one has been in business, one does not
really understand it. He should talk to the honourable member for Warmambool and
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other members of the National Party, such as the honourable member for Benalla, who
have been involved in small business. I could name National Party members one after the
other. They are people who understand what small business is all about. Small business
needs the support of this Government.
The Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources, who is responsible for small
business, does have some understanding of what it is all about, and I hope he takes
particular note of the comments I made previously in the debate on the Bill. If he does so,
the Government may come to a true realisation of the importance of small business to
Victoria.
The Shop Trading Bill represents a step forward because it contains provisions for shop
trading hours and perhaps addresses the many anomalies that face small business operators.
Much confusion has certainly been created about the current Labour and Industry Act.
The Bill will not correct all the anomalies, but it is a step in the right direction.
Members of the National Party have tried to highlight areas in which the Bill is positive;
and, certainly, I have highlighted to the House the criticisms that I have of the Bill. The
National Party is in the business of protecting small business. I repeat: nobody does that
better than the National Party has done and will do in the future.
There is a need to examine the anomalies that still prevail for small business and to take
note of the various reports that have been prepared over a number of years since the mid1970s, which highlight those problems.
As I indicated previously, the National Party supports the Bill. I have highlighted the
areas about which I am concerned. I shall mention those again, because the Minister
should be aware of them.
The Minister frowns at my remarks. I indicate quite clearly that I do not believe he has
taken on board the specific comments I have made. Therefore, in the last few minutes
available to me in this debate, I shall highlight those areas of concern-and I point out
mine will still be a much shorter speech than that of the lead speaker for the Opposition.
The National Party will seek responses from the Minister about particular problems,
such as those faced by small butcher shops. Those problems have increased with the
extension of trading hours and the special arrangements that have been made between the
supermarkets and the meat unions. Those special conditions will place impositions on
small businesses, which will increase their costs. Many people within the National Party
are reluctantly accepting extended trading hours, and for very good reasons-as a result
of representations that have been made to them.
The Government has not done what it said it would do; it has not consulted with
everybody when considering the extension of trading hours. As the Minister said in his
second-reading speech, the Bill addresses the anomalies and penalties areas rather than
extended trading hours. However, trading hours for butcher shops have been extended.
One should make no mistake about the fact that that will put enormous pressure on
small butcher shops in country Victoria, which have provided an excellent service to their
customers. Those operators will work to keep their shops, but they will now be under
increased pressure as a result of reduced working hours, the introduction of the nineteenday month, and the additional allowances that have been provided to other butcher shops.
I now refer to the difficulties experienced by people whose shops have been specifically
mentioned as being exempt from the provisions of the Bill. I indicate to the Minister that
the exempt shops are those operating on Saturday and Sunday afternoons. The types of
shops are listed in Schedule 1. When one examines the types of goods that such shops can
sell, one notes that the key word is "reasonable".
Can the Minister explain to the House his interpretation of "reasonable" types of goods
that may be sold by the shops listed in Schedule 1 of the Bill as being exempt from its
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provisions? The National Party supports the purpose of the measure, but that is certainly
one area of concern.
Another concern relates to clause 8, and the National Party will listen carefully to the
response from the Minister, because this is a key area and what I believe to be the thin end
of the wedge.
The honourable member for Hawthorn quite rightly highlighted in his contribution that
this is the thin end of the wedge. This is the one that provides extended trading hours to
more shops and municipalities throughout the State of Victoria. There are no guidelines
established in clause 8 for the application for a municipality for extended hours.
What the Minister needs to take into account are the guidelines under clause 4 which
refer to tourist and holiday areas. Can the Minister inform the House that he will not
allow any municipality to apply for an extension of trading hours just on the basis that it
would be a good thing? This will throw the floodgates open and break down that policy to
which the Government has so vehemently adhered over a long time and which the
National Party supports.
The honourable member for Hawthorn wants the floodgates open to allow everybody
to trade seven days a week, but the key to his policy is penalty rates. He did not give the
House a good dissertation on that matter, although his contribution went for so long that
I found difficulty in keeping up with it.
The proposal to allow the Government to provide for four extra trading days is also of
concern and is included in clause 8. The National Party will oppose clauses 8 (8) and (9)
unless some details are provided by the Minister to indicate that those days will be
specifically tied down; that they will be Saturdays, not Sundays, and also what dates they
will be. Clarification is needed on that aspect as well as on the imposition of licence fees.
Licence fees have to be taken out of the Act to be dealt with by regulation, but it appears
there will be a registration fee and a fee to be registered as an exempt shop. The National
Party wants clarification on that issue also.
There appears to be double charging of small businesses and, of course, clause 31
provides for the dropping of charges which are imposed by the Government against an
offender after five years, and the National Party seeks clarification from the Minister on
that matter. The debate will be followed very closely, and the honourable member for
Warrnambool will be backing my comments as lead speaker for the National Party. I look
forward to hearing his contribution because he is a man who has grown up in small
business and understands what it is all about. That is what we need, so that people in
Parliament understand what is going on in small businesses. The National Party will be
looking for a response from the Minister to the many queries that have been raised.
This is important legislation relating to the future of small business shop trading hours
within the State of Victoria. I ask the Minister to respond with confidence on how the
Government will handle the legislation, and to answer the queries that I have put forward
on behalf of the National Party. I shall listen with interest to those responses, and they will
be a gauge to determine how the National Party will react to the measure in the House
and in another place as the debate progresses.
Mr PERRIN (Bulleen)-It is a pleasure for me to address this Bill, and, as all honourable
members are aware, the Shop Trading Bill goes some way towards freeing up shop trading
hours in this State.
I do not wish to go over the areas covered by the honourable member for Hawthorn; I
congratulate him on his contribution to the debate but point out to the House that the
Miller report, on which the Bill is based, was very limited. The terms of reference of the
Miller inquiry into shop trading hours were very narrow. They were supposed to look only
at the anomalies relating to shop trading hours. It is my view and the view of the Liberal
Party that there is a need for more flexibility in shop trading hours.
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I support the comments of the honourable member for Hawthorn on his foreshadowed
amendments, because those amendments, if adopted, will bring the Bill into line with the
recommendations of the Miller inquiry.
What is the use of having an inquiry into shop trading hours when one ignores certain
key aspects of those recommendations? Two key aspects have been ignored. One is that
shops with fewer than 30 employees will not be able to trade unrestricted. The second is
that hardware shops, as clearly outlined in the Miller report, will not be allowed to trade
unrestricted.
It is the Liberal Party's view, having read the Miller report, that those two
recommendations should be included in the Bill. It will be interesting to see where the
National Party stands on those two areas.
Mr Jasper-It will oppose them.
Mr PERRIN-The National Party will oppose them because it is not aware of the needs
of the community. The Government ignores its own committee's report. It is clear that
the proposed legislation does not follow the Miller inquiry recommendations. Why has
the Government not accepted those two key recommendations? The Liberal Party will
put them to the test by moving amendments at the appropriate stages, because the proposed
legislation does not address the issue of shop trading hours in this State. If one asks the
people-the forgotten people out there, the consumers-they will tell you that they want
extended shop trading hours. They have proven it on many occasions; they have proven
it in tourist areas and also when it comes to Christmas trading. They have indicated that
they want to shop on Saturday afternoons to do their Christmas shopping. I will provide
proof later in the debate that consumers want these important changes made to shop
trading hours.
One of the points the honourable member for Murray Valley made about the Liberal
Party was that it had not talked much about penalty rates. That is a key element in the
Liberal Party's policy to de regulate shop trading hours-to give the consumers a choice
and to deregulate the penalty rates so that business people are given the incentive to put
on staff while they have some time off. If one talks to shopkeepers, they will say that they
simply cannot stay open any longer because of the huge additional oncosts, particularly
the penalty rates at weekends. It is costing them a fortune at time and a half, double time
or two and a half times normal wages. The shopkeepers say that if there is deregulation in
penalty rates it would allow them to create new jobs and to put on staff while they have
time offwith their families at the weekends. That provision is not included in the Bill, and
it is a tragedy.
I refer to a statement made by Neil Armstrong when he landed on the moon, because
the Bill represents a similar situation; it is a small step forward for the consumer and a
large step forward for the Labor Party. The consumer is the key element to shop trading
hours. The Labor Party and the National Party have been holding back because they do
not want the consumer to have freedom of choice.
It is a fundamental principle of the Liberal Party that there be freedom of choice. One
must looks at the various benefits to the community of increased shop trading hours, such
as freedom for the housewife to shop at a time of her choice.
That is important for the housewife. It is also important for the working shopper to
have the freedom to shop when it is convenient for him or her. For the family, freedom to
shop together at their leisure so that joint choices can be made is also important.
Another group that will benefit from increased shop trading hours are the shop assistants.
It will provide the opportunity, for the first time, for them to participate in choosing the
days they wish to work. On top of that, they can have greater security of employment
because more jobs will be created in the retail industry.
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The fifth group who will benefit is the shopkeepers, because it will give them the freedom
of choice to increase their incomes by doing something that they are there to do-serve
the public. There are also benefits for the shop inspector who comes around to police shop
trading hours. The inspector will be able to get on with the job of ensuring industrial
health and safety and possibly even taking on other important jobs instead of having to
police weekend trading hours.
In total, tremendous benefits can be derived for all sections of the community. It will
mean increased economic activity in a free State without any restrictions.
So far, the Opposition has heard no speakers from the Government party but I am sure
that the honourable member for Niddrie will make a contribution. One of the areas that
seems to have been forgotten by the Government is the consumer. In fact, I did not hear
the word "consumer" mentioned; although it was mentioned by the honourable member
for Murray Valley and I am hoping the honourable member for Niddrie will speak about
the benefits for and attitudes of the consumer to shop trading hours.
A publication entitled Victorian Retailer, which is a Retail Traders Association of
Victoria publication, referred to a public opinion poll on shop trading hours in Victoria.
The publication, dated January/February 1987, set out the latest poll conducted by a
reputable organisation-the Roy Morgan Research Centre. This research centre, as all
honourable members would be aware, is important, unbiased and capable of conducting a
fair poll in the community on shop trading hours. The question asked was whether the
people surveyed would favour or oppose shops opening all day Saturday. The results show
that 70 per cent of consumers favoured shopping all day Saturday; 20 per cent opposed
extended shop trading hours on Saturday; and 10 per cent were undecided.
The poll went on to break up those figures into the work status of those questionedthose who were employed and those who were not employed. It was clear that, of those
employed, 74 per cent were in favour of extended shop trading hours on Saturday and 19
per cent were opposed, with 7 per cent undecided. The Liberal Party will be more than
happy with a 74 per cent majority vote at the next election because that is what will
happen. These results indicate what the community wants. It has asked for extended shop
trading hours for all of Saturday.
Another area of major concern to me is that for some reason, and it has not been
explained to the House, one key element of the Miller report was not included in the
Bill-hardware stores. They are to be exempt from the shop trading provisions. I do not
understand why hardware stores were excluded from the Bill.
I shall read from an open letter received by the Deputy Premier on this issue, written
about whether hardware stores should be subject to extended shop trading hours. The
letter, dated 6 October 1986, is from a Mr Berman, the proprietor of "Malvern Paint and
Hardware" and it states:
Dear Minister,
I want to sell ...
My customer wants to buy ...
Yet my hardware shop is closed at the weekend!
Meanwhile, every weekend my goods are sold by
chemists
newsagents
convenience stores
supermarkets (small)
kitchen "display" shops
bathroom "display" shops
motor accessory and speed shops
"caravan" shops
"boat" shops
service stations
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nurseries
tourist areas and
weekend markets
Every other State in Australia allows the sale of hardware from small shops at the weekend. Why not Victoria?
The Miller report strongly supports the deregulation of small hardware shops-pages 136 to 139.
Some shops don't want to open-so be it. Don't make opening compulsory, but please legislate to allow me,
and the hundreds of others like me, to open whenever my customers and I choose.
I would be pleased to meet with you to further discuss these matters.

The key element of the letter is "some shops do not want to open-so be it. ~~ It should not
be compulsory for hardware shops to open, it should be a matter of freedom of choice. It
should be up to the hardware shop owner and the consumer to decide whether they want
the extended shop trading hours.
.
From time to time I visit the Queen Victoria Market. A hardware shop is included
among the shops in that market and I have been there and checked out the prices of some
of the hardware items. I found that the Queen Victoria Market hardware shop sold items
at a dearer price than, say, Coles New World or McEwan's. Of course, the reason why this
hardware shop is dearer on a Sunday afternoon is because it has no competition. It can
charge whatever it likes. If all hardware shops were open on Saturday afternoon and
Sunday, with the competition that would lhen evolve, everybody, including the consumer,
would benefit from lower prices as a result of that competition. That is a key element in
the Miller report and one that is addressed by the Bill.
It is interesting that the Regulation Review Unit, of which Mr Robert Miller is the
director, is located in the same building and on the same floor as the Prices Commissioner.
Perhaps prices control and regulation of business go hand in hand. No wonder the consumer
constantly misses out on prices.
The costs of a business organisation are fixed regardless of whether that busines trades
for five and a half days a week or seven days a week. It is commonsense that those fixed
costs are spread further if that business trades for longer hours. That is a key accounting
argument on this issue.
An argument that has been raised about retailing trends is that Victoria has a
concentration oflarger retailers. I am concerned that that concentration of retailers cannot
be controlled by legislation in Victoria. The only way it can be done is by Federal trade
practices legislation to control monopolies and concentration of ownership. That is the
only way to rectify the anomalies that exist with regard to major traders. It cannot be done
through State trading hours legislation.
Another area of concern is the modem trend of the community to frequent convenience
stores that appear to be taking over from milk bars. Convenience stores such as 7-Eleven
and Food Plus are providing a wide range of consumer items and consumers are choosing
to shop there. I suggest that trend will continue and will place milk bars, service stations,
chemist shops and all kinds of small business under increasing competition. I am not
opposed to competition in the marketplace. However, it seems that these convenience
stores are taking over from small businesses.
The next area of concern relates to unfair competition among existing retail traders.
Sunday markets are popping up in just about every suburb in Melbourne. Clothing retailers
are not allowed to open on Sunday. They believe they receive unfair competition from
these markets. They question where the market goods come from. Perhaps they are
stolen-who knows! They also question whether market stalls pay their fair share of
taxation. That is a legitimate complaint by the retailers, who want the Government to
eliminate that unfair competition. They want the Government to give them the same
rights as the market traders. That should be reflected in the Bill, but it is not.
The next area of concern is meat trading hours. The honourable member for Murray
Valley spoke about butchers and small businessmen. I understand the point he was making
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but I point out to him and some of his colleagues that a previous Liberal member
representing the Central Highlands Province-where the Liberal Party had a decisive
victory last Saturday-had introduced a private member's Bill to free up the red meat
trade in this State. He did that because he could envisage the benefits to the whole of the
red meat industry.
The honourable member for Murray Valley spoke about the butchers. They constitute
only one part of the industry. Also involved are the beef producers and the consumers.
Beef producers are concerned about decreasing red meat sales. The per capita consumption
of red meat is declining in this State. I have concern for those farmers. They have a right
to say what happens with meat trading hours.
The Bill considers only one small aspect instead of the three components: the farmers,
the retailers-generally butcher shops-and consumers. The honourable member for
Murray Valley was concerned only with the butchers. He should be considering what is
best for the whole industry.
I am sure that in the Central Highlands Province by-election last Saturday, beef producers
living within that province voted Liberal because they want a fair deal for their product.
The Bill does nothing for the red meat industry. It allows red meat trading to be
extended from 5.30 p.m. until 6 p.m., and one night a week late trading to 9 p.m. is
permitted. That is nothing more than fiddling with the issue. The Government should
consider everyone involved in the red meat chain, from the producer through to the
consumer.
The next area of concern relates to penalties. I support the honourable members for
Hawthorn and Murray Valley who addressed this issue. One only needs to consider the
obnoxious penalties of hundreds of thousands of dollars and the gaol sentences that were
imposed on Mr Penhalluriack in Caulfield for trading on Sundays. I am pleased that the
Bill will put a brake on that situation should it occur again. People should not be thrown
into gaol because they trade on Sundays. The penalty provisions in the Bill represent a
small step in the right direction.
I am concerned about the onus of proof provision in the Bill. The legal system that
exists in Australia provides that a person is innocent until proven guilty. The onus of
proof provision in the Bill provides that a person is guilty until proven innocent. We
should not accept that provision lightly. It is not part of the legal system of this country.
I have a letter dated 20 February 1987 from the State Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (Victoria) addressed to the honourable member for Hawthorn.
Mr Fordham-Is it from Mr Harrower?
Mr PERRIN-No, it is from Mr David Jones. The letter states:
The chamber is concerned that the "onus of proof' has been placed upon the defendant. The chamber
understands that the Legal and Constitutional Committee of the Victorian Parliament has considered this matter,
and provided guidelines so as to determine in the legislative process whether the burden of proof should be upon
the defendant or the prosecution.

So it should be! It is a disgrace that a Bill is put before this House which puts the burden
of proof on the defendant. I place on record the views of the State Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (Victoria) because they are extremely important and it is up to Parliament
to uphold those views.
I shall now refer to registration fees. I am concerned that the Bill allows those fees to be
set by regulation rather than by legislation. That is a break from past tradition where
Parliament could scrutinise the fees that were charged. The community, especially shop
traders, will not accept the proposed provisions.
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The community is currently faced with the ridiculous legislation regarding pegging of
prices. 1 want to know whether the Government will ensure that registration fees for shops
do not increase by more than 6 per cent. It is up to the Government to lead the community.
The Government must lock its own fees into the standard it is setting for the rest of the
community, which is 6 per cent. The next time the regulations come out, it will be
interesting to discover by how much the fees increase.
1 question the need for shops to be registered. However, 1 understand that the Miller
inquiry was given narrow terms of reference and would not have considered that matter.
Parliament will have to consider in the future whether it is in the best interests of the
community that shops be registered at all.
The Bill provides that certificates of registration must be displayed in shops. That is
another burden of proof on shop traders.
There are many areas of special trading in this State, such as the tourist trade, the
Christmas trade where shops are allowed to open for the two days before Christmas, and
festivals. The Wurundjeri festival was recently held in the City of Doncaster and
Templestowe and Westfield Shoppingtown, Doncaster was open on Saturday afternoon. 1
bought some articles on that afternoon, and the community accepted the fact that the
shopping centre was open. When occasions such as that occur more often, the community
will become used to different trading hours.
Mr SIMPSON (Niddrie)-I welcome the opportunity of speaking on this extremely
important Bill. 1 have some Qualifications to speak on it because, as most honourable
members know, my family established a retail business in Moonee Ponds when my father
returned from the first world war. The business was established in 1920 and it is still going
in 1987. The business has been running for 67 years, and for twenty of those years-from
!956 to 1976-1 was proud to manage that business on behalf of my family.
As is also common knowledge, I was for a time the Minister of Labour and Industry
with the responsibility for shop trading hours. Therefore, 1 have a deep understanding of
the industry and good qualifications to speak on this Bill.
Even at this early stage the debate is fascinating. The honourable member for Hawthorn,
the Opposition spokesman, not once stated the policy of the Liberal Party. He made no
attempt to flag a reasoned amendment thereby allowing him the opportunity of presenting
the Liberal Party's policy.
The honourable member for Murray Valley, the National Party spokesman in this
House, has also had a lifetime interest in retail, and he is qualified to discuss such an
important matter as this. When a private member's Bill dealing with butcher's shops was
introduced into the other place some time last year, the honourable member for Murray
Valley did not go along with the silly decision made by his colleagues to join with the
Liqeral Party and pass the Bill.
The Bill would have meant that butchers would have been trading for 133 hours a week
and competing with supermarkets. They would have been unable to compete fairly and
the Bill would have caused the demise of butcher shops. 1 publicly commend the honourable
member for Murray Valley who has been consistent in his stance on shop trading hours in
the eleven years that he and 1 have been members of this place.
As is affects butchers, the proposed legislation also supports the growers. It is obvious
that if the private member's Bill introduced last year received support in this place,
butchers would have gone out of business-as they did in the United States of Americaand the buying would have been in the hands of only a few, which would have been
detrimental to the grower.
1 congratulate the Government on this sensible measure. It is important to get the
balance right. Three groups are vitally concerned with shop trading hours: the consumer,
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the employer and the employee. Not only does this Bill remove anomalies but also it
creates the balance that is necessary to protect and yet serve those three groups.
Most shops in Victoria may open for 133 hours in a total of 168 hours a week.
Convenience stores are available during the periods when most shops are not open. The
period of 133 hours provides ample time for people to do their normal shopping and, for
the occasion when they forget to purchase an item or need an additional item, convenience
stores can be used.
Previously, the former Liberal Government had the same policy on shop trading hours
as all the major parties in this place. That policy changed only when the current Leader of
the Opposition took over the mantle, and everyone knows what a disaster he has been in
so many areas, just as he is a disaster when it comes to shop trading hours.
As I have indicated, Victoria has 133 hours of trading available to most shops. The shop
trading hours in other States are: Queensland, 54 hours; South Australia, 105·5 hours;
New South Wales, 64 hours; and Western Australia, 58 hours. I repeat: Victoria has
available 133 hours for retail trading. Although honourable members did not hear it in the
speech of the honourable member for Hawthorn last night, the Liberal Party is advocating
total deregulation.
I shall read into the record the facts concerning retail trading hours in other countries:
Austria, 53 hours; Belgium, 57 hours; Denmark, up to 50 hours; Greece, 45 hours and less
for supermarkets; Italy, 39 hours; Ireland, 57 hours; the Netherlands, 55 hours; Norway,
46 hours; New Zealand, 44 hours; Japan 48·5 hours; Western Germany, 63·5 hours; Spain,
between 48 and 72 hours; Great Britain, 61 hours; and Switzerland, 65·6 hours. Victoria
has 133 hours and the Liberal Party is still advocating total deregulation.
It is also worth mentioning that last year the Conservative Government of the United
Kingdom introduced a Bill to deregulate retail trading hours in that country. It resulted in
a massive defection by members of the Conservative Party, and the Bill was thrown out. I
applaud those members for their concern and their effective vote, which gave protection
to small businesses over the giants, as will the Bill now before the House.
It has always been the policy of the Cain Government to meet the needs of the consumer
while giving protection to small businesses and to the people who work in those stores.
The honourable member for Hawthorn said that extended hours would create more
jobs. I invite honourable members to consider the facts once again. Employment in the
retail industry in Victoria, with approximately 4 million people, represents 14 per cent of
total employment. For Australia with approximately 16 million people, the figure is 13·8
per cent. In America with a population of236 million, employment in the retail industry,
with its seven days a week, open slather trading, represents 9·9 per cent of total employment.
So much for the fallacy that extended trading hours create employment! Extended hours
put small businesses out of business and eventually the giants take over, establish their
regional shopping complexes and then move to a self-serve basis. People are sacked in .an
effort to cut overheads by reducing employment. There is no-one to help, advise or explain
details as between a variety of matters, about which any customer would need advice. As
I indicated, I have managed a family business in the retail industry for some twenty years,
and I am fully cognisant of the need for the consumer to seek and obtain advice from
professional people and professional salespersons. That does not occur in huge, selfservice complexes; and it is useless for the customer to return six or twelve months later
complaining that the product did not measure up to expectations and wishing he or she
had known some of the defects that could occur.
It is a total fallacy for the honourable member for Hawthorn to suggest that the extension
of shopping hours increases and creates employment. The fact is, as I have said, that
employment in the retail industry in the United States of America represents 9·9 per cent
of the total work force, whereas the comparable figure in Victoria is 14 per cent. Further,
the retail industry is the biggest single employer of labour in this State and we as a
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Government and a Parliament would be out of our minds to alter anything that would
detrimentally affect jobs in that industry.
Believe me, the policy of the Liberal Party would do just that. I am delighted that at
least the National Party has the intelligence to understand that interference with the
present structure in this State would lead to a loss of jobs. We must retain the retail
industry as 14 per cent of the total work force in this State. Open slather would mean the
death of small businesses for the benefit of the giant complexes. Customers then become
merely numbers in a cash register rather than people.
It may be said that extended hours mean lower prices. I shall advise the House of the
facts on that matter. I conducted a survey on Friday, 19 June; Saturday, 20 June and
Sunday, 21 June, using Safeway supermarkets and checking the prices of some 23 grocery
items-for instance, coffee, biscuits, cereal, soap, detergents, jams and so on-all normal,
common everyday items. I visited a number of supermarkets but deliberately concentrated
on one company in a variety of locations.

The comparison that emerged was interesting. The 23 items purchased from Safeway at
Preston, trading 5·5 days a week, cost $3l.34; at Safeway, Maribyrnong, which trades 5·5
days a week, the same 23 items cost $32.65; at Safeway, Frankston, which trades 5·5 days
a week, the same 23 items cost $32.81; at Safeway, Mornington, which trades seven days
a week, the same 23 items cost $33.47; at Safeway, Rosebud, which trades seven days a
week, the same 23 items cost $33.90. Between the store at Preston within the metropolitan
area trading 5·5 days a week and that at Rosebud where trading is on a seven-day basis,
the variation in cost was 8·16 per cent. Heavens above! This Parliament has just passed
an Act to peg price increases to 6 per cent on a basket of 170 everyday grocery items over
a period of twelve months. In the survey that I conducted in stores of the same company,
the variation between a store that traded for 5·5 days a week and a store that traded for
seven days in the week was 8·16 per cent. That puts to rest totally any proposition that
extended hours will not mean increased costs.
The people on the Mornington Peninsula about whom I am concerned are people on
fixed incomes and pensioners. In those areas that have seven-day trading, the stores do
not have one price for 5·5 days in the week and a higher price for people from the
metropolitan area who visit their weekend homes and purchase their requirements on
Saturday afternoon or Sunday rather than bringing them from the city. People in the area
are disadvantaged because they pay the higher price for the whole of the seven days,
irrespective of whether they want to shop on Saturday afternoon or Sunday. Any fairminded person would say that that is totally wrong.
Queensland conducted a one-month deregulation trial in December last year. No doubt
other honourable members saw the program on Channel HSV 7 in mid-January entitled
Day by Day, which was presented by Dan Webb. I obtained the transcript from the
presentation and I present to the House the relevant parts of it:
Queensland, One month long trial-total deregulation on shop trading hours.
Some small businesses close to bankruptcy.
Survey done by "Media Reach" in Brisbane, Gold Coast and Sunshine Coast:
Did you take advantage of deregulated shopping hours?
Yes, 38·32 per cent. No, 61·68 per cent.

Those are not my figures or my guess. They are taken from that survey which was
conducted in Queensland in the very best retail trading month of the year, December,
when a trial of deregulation was conducted. The transcript further states:
Should the Government extend shopping hours?
Yes, 22·68 per cent; Saturday afternoon, 23 per cent. No, 45·98 per cent.
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After having been given the opportunity, a small percentage availed themselves of the
extended trading hours but they were in a minority. Most were not interested in having it
as a full-time fixture. The transcript continued:
Small business-delicatessen in Albany Creek.
Open 11 hours a day, 7 days a week.
27 per cent drop in December. Loss of $1 0 300.
Has been in shopping centre for three and a half years, first drop in trade in that time.

It is outrageous for honourable members opposite to be speaking about consumers crying
out for extended trading hours. I have just quoted the proof of the pudding.

Extended trading hours were tried out in Queensland. It was discovered that extended
trading hours were not wanted by the Queensland people and the small retailers were
desperately affected as a result.
Mr Bob Katter, the Minister for Northern Development and Community Services, had
this to say:
There is no doubt that this has been very much to the detriment of small business people and there will be less
small business people around. And it has been very much the people that have been backing this publicly and
vociferously have been the big business interests.

He was saying that big business interests had backed the publicity for this tryout. He
further stated:
... and they will go stronger at the expense of the small businessmen and we will see a continuing erosion of the
small business sector of the economy and a continuing tendency towards a monopolistic situation of the
marketplace where we are moving pretty closely to now where two or three traders in fact control the consuming
public of Australia, if you like, and also the food producers of Australia as well, they will find two or three buyers
in the marketplace.

This is not some left wing radical union delegate; these are the words of Mr Bob Katter,
the National Party Minister for Northern Development and Community Services. He has
made an assessment of what occurred in the tryout in Queensland. He is clearly stating
that two or three producers will have a monopolistic position.
That is why I am so determined that while I am a member of this House and while the
Labor Government is in power, we will not put in jeopardy either the consumer who will
be paying through the nose or the small retailers who will suffer because of the activities
of the big chains. If the Liberal Party has sold out to the big chains and the big newspapers,
it should say so.
However, I am proud to be part ofa Government that, from day one, has said, "We will
protect the consumers against any massive increases in prices and we will protect small
businessmen and the people who work in the industry". I am pleased to see that in
Queensland Mr Bob Katter is of the same view.
On 27 January the following article appeared in the Australian:
Small shops lost $100 million in hours trial.
The preliminary results of a Statewide survey show small retail businesses lost at least $100 million, mainly to
larger retailers, during Queensland's four-week trial of extended trading hours in December and January.
But the Retail Industry Alliance, formed to oppose changes to trading hours, estimates the figure could rise to
$200 million.

It is unbelievable that such a move could even be considered by this Parliament, and
especially the Liberal Party which is supposed to have the best interests of small business
people as its policy. The very policy put forward by the Liberal Party will result in a similar
situation in Victoria if extended trading hours are implemented. The tryout in Queensland
cost small business between $100 million and $200 million. Is that what the Liberal Party
wants for small business people? For goodness sake, let us hope not.
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What is happening in other States? What happened in Western Australia? Extended
trading hours were introduced during the America's Cup trials. What are the facts? On 11
February 1987 under the heading "Libs opt to scrap new trade trials" the Western Australian
carried the following article:
The State Opposition has opted for a retail trading hours policy in line with the Government's decision against
continued Saturday afternoon trading.
The Leader of the Opposition, Mr MacKinnon, announced the policy after a Liberal Party meeting yesterday.

The Labor Government in Western Australia had a trial period of extended trading hours
during the holding of the America's Cup and experienced the same situation that occurred
in Queensland. However, the Liberal Party in Western Australia at least is not so bloodyminded as the Victorian Liberal Party. It is not following down the path that the Victorian
Liberal Party has been led by the Leader of the Opposition with his shop trading hours
policy. The Western Australian Liberal Party says, "We realise it just did not work".
In March 1987 in Milk Bar under the heading "Western Australia restricts trading
hours", the following article appeared:
The West Australian Government has reverted to the former practice of requiring most shops to close at
midday Saturday.
Longer trading hours were introduced because of the influx of America's Cup tourists but now that the event
is over so too are the longer hours.

The next passage is extremely direct for honourable members opposite. It states:
The Western Australian Liberal Party is not supporting the extension of Saturday afternoon trading. How's
that for a loud message to Mr Kennett in Victoria?

I do not have to say it; it has been said in a publication in March this year.
What is the position with the Tasmanian Liberal Government? Legislation was
introduced in that State to stop the giants from the mainland-the Coles Myer groupfrom going to Tasmania and trying to dominate and put out of business small, long
established Tasmanian businesses. Mr Robin Gray, the Tasmanian Liberal Premier,
introduced legislation to stop the seven-day-a-week open slather trading of that giant
company.
What is the pattern emerging throughout Australia? Every Government and Opposition
throughout Australia is supporting small business against the giant chains; that is, all
except the Victorian Liberal Party. It is a sad reflection on a once great party-a party that
had as its base the small business people of Victoria.
I travel throughout the length and breadth of the State as a backbencher of Her Majesty's
Government-and previously as a Minister of that Government-and before that as an
Opposition member, and all the time there has been absolute frustration about the changed
Liberal Party policy of March 1983. With great respect, that was when the Leader of the
Opposition introduced the new policy. A by-election was held at that time because of the
untimely death of Mr Kevin King. Although I am fond of my colleague, the honourable
member for Springvale, the Government received a 4 per cent swing at the by-election. It
is unheard of for a Government to receive a swing of that percentage at a by-election.
However, at that time a single issue was focused upon by the Leader of the Opposition.
He introduced his policy of a seven-day-a-week open slather trading. I am not being
disrespectful towards the honourable member for Springvale, but at that time he did not
have a strong personal vote. He might now have a strong personal vote. However, for the
Government to receive such a massive swing it was clear that the people were voting with
their feet and the small businessmen and shop workers demonstrated their feelings on the
issue. I am speaking about 14 per cent of the work force-250 000 people. Is it any wonder
that they voted without any hesitation about what they thought of the issue at that time?
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Every other Government and Opposition throughout the length and breadth of the
Commonwealth is saying, "We will not have the giants running over the top of small
business". Everyone, except the Victorian Liberal Party, is of that view.
The honourable member for Hawthorn said that deregulated hours would mean a
retailer could open up when he liked. As the honourable member for Murray Valley would
clearly understand because of his experience in small business, that sounds great in theory.
It is wonderful to think that with deregulated or extended trading hours one can open
whenever one likes, seven days a week, 24 hours a day-total open slather-but one does
not have to open if one does not want to. However, anyone with experience and brains
would recognise that if one's opposition opens, one has no alternative but to open one's
business or all one's customers will be lost.
Mr Weideman-That is not so because one has an alternative.
Mr SIMPSON-My argument will negate that point. The February 1987 issue of Milk
Bar under the heading "Shopping Centre Management Dictate Trading Hours" states:
Whilst we have always been aware that most lease agreements for tenancy in large regional shopping complexes
do contain provisions relating to trading times, we cannot, until now, recall any instances where the centre
management have, as the following letter indicates, gone to extremes to enforce observance of the requirement.
When some shops found that trading, or more specifically opening late, was not advantageous, they closed
early-and this very quickly prompted the following response.
We refrain from revealing the name or location of the centre-no names, no pack drill, so to speak.
The memo forwarded reads:
"All tenants must remain open official centre hours. The only exceptions are those tenants who are precluded
from trading these hours by law. It has been noted that some tenants have been closing earlier than these times;
this is not acceptable and we do intend policing the closing times of our tenants. Any tenant not adhering to these
directives will be dealt with individually and legal action will be taken if necessary."

The giant chains in regional shopping centres are dictating to small business people and
telling them that they have to open, whether or not they wish to do so.
Every year I attend the two-day seminar conducted by the Victorian Chambers of
Commerce and Industry. That seminar was opened by the Deputy Premier on one occasion
and by the Treasurer on another occasion. The honourable member for Murray Valley,
the Deputy Leader of the National Party and I have spoken at that seminar, but I have
not seen any representative from the Victorian Liberal Party. I invite members of the
Liberal Party to have the guts to attend the next two-day seminar and put the Liberal
Party's policy to the members of the Victorian Chambers of Commerce and Industry.
I invite the honourable member for Ballarat North to explain whether he supports the
policy of the Liberal Party. I invite the honourable member for Bendigo East to offer his
support. I invite the honourable member for South Barwon to state his policy. If they did
so, they would discover that small business people and the community at large do .not
support the shop trading hours policy of the Liberal Party.
Mr WEIDEMAN (Frankston South)-As the honourable member for Niddrie has
stated, I have had long experience with the retail industry in this State. I look forward to
raising certain aspects that concern me about the Shop Trading Bill.
From a young age I was involved in a retail business that operated for five and a half
days a week and then a seven-days-a-week milk bar and grocery shop. Later I carried on a
business in Frankston as a trained pharmacist for more than twenty years.
I am sorry that the honourable member for Niddrie, who was the previous Minister
responsible for shop trading hours, gave undertakings to the Victorian Chambers of
Commerce and Industry and others that the Labor Party would not change its policy on
trading hours and would not increase them in its first three years of government. The
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honourable member is now arguing that there has been no change but this Bill will bring
about a dramatic change in trading hours.
The Miller report makes 34 recommendations, of which 32 are incorporated in the Bill.
The Opposition supports the other two recommendations.
The honourable member has used many facts and figures about Mornington and the
peninsula. He compared trading for five and a half days a week in Moonee Ponds and
Brunswick with retail businesses in Mornington and Rosebud. Mornington operates for
five and a half days a week for 40 weeks of the year; only twelve weeks of the year provide
an option of seven-day trading. Honourable members know the saying, "Facts, facts and
lies"! One can do anything with figures.
The honourable member for Niddrie also referred to an examination of some shops that
had the right to remain open seven days a week and he concluded from that that sevenday trading was not working. However, I view that as good management.
The honourable members for Hawthorn and Bulleen referred the House to the consumer
and the family and I support what they said. I came to this place representing that
group-Mr Gavin-You lost your seat!
Mr WEIDEMAN-The honourable member for Coburg thinks he is a wit, but he is
only half a wit and should get back in his place. I have had experience in the small business
area and have served on boards that have had the responsibility of administering Acts of
Parliament covering the pharmacy area. I am concerned about some provisions of the
Bill.
The Bill states:
"Shop" means a building, structure or place or any part of a building, structure or place or any vehicle(a) in or at which goods are sold or exposed or offered for sale by retail on one or more occasions; or
(b) in or at which the business of a hairdresser, shoe repairer, dry cleaner, tailor, dressmaker or photographer
is carried on; or
(c)

which is an undertaker's establishment.

I interpret that to mean that a lady who drives down to the Sunday market, pays her $10
to the operator and sets up a stall to sell clothes would be included in that definition. The
Liberal Party has discussed this matter with the Chairman of the Regulation Review Unit,
Mr Bob Miller, and he believes "retail" does not cover the selling of second-hand goods. I
believe "retail" means other than wholesale. When one opens up a wholesaler's packaging
or takes a dozen items out of a box, one is selling by retail, no matter whether it is secondhand or anything else.
A person who wants to set up a stall at a market will be required to register his business
as a shop and will have to pay the registration fee and the fee to the operator of that
market.
I recognise that the provision can be altered by regulation, but that has not been spelled
out in the Bill. The Liberal Party was not able to obtain an assurance from the chairman
that market stalls would not be covered by the Bill. I do not believe the Bill is intended to
pick up those people or the parents' and friends' associations or school councils at primary
schools that sell biscuits, cakes or lollies when election booths are established on voting
days. Do those people have to register as a shop?
I have been concerned over the years about whether the operator of a garage sale is a
retailer. I am certain that local government ordinances for zoning would not allow a garage
sale proprietor to operate as a shop; nor would health regulations and registration
procedures. Those businesses are advertised regularly in the Age but no discussion has
taken place about introducing proposed legislation or regulation to cover those people.
There are many areas in which the Bill needs careful and clear consideration.

Shop Trading Bill

25 March 1987

ASSEMBLY

839

Once the type of shop is established, we then move to the area of the exempt shop.
Every shop in Schedule 1 has the opportunity of selling many different goods. The list
indicates that many shops can sell hardware items. It has been rightly said by the Miller
report that the hardware area should be included, and the Opposition agrees with that.
Clause 6 (1) states:
A shop is an exempt shop if no business is carried on in the shop other than(a) a business that a reasonable person would expect to be carried on in a shop of a class or kind mentioned in

Schedule 1;

This matter has been debated on many occasions. The department has taken pharmacists
to court on the matter of what goods can be sold in a shop of an exempt class.
Being a person with experience in the pharmacy area, if a "reasonable person" comes
into a pharmacy and observes two teddy bears-An Honourable Member-Were they Mick Young teddy bears?
Mr WEIDEMAN-They were Paddington Bears. If a reasonable person observed them
he might say, "There is a pharmacy with two teddies". If a reasonable person observed
150 bears he might say, "That is a teddy bear shop selling pharmacy goods". Ifa reasonable
person observed 150 teddies he might say, "That is a toy shop".
If one turns to some legal definitions to ascertain what is meant by a "reasonable
person" one would find in Words and Phrases Legally Defined, edited by John B. Saunders,
that it is defined for the purpose oflaw as:
For the purposes of the law of provocation the 'reasonable man' has never been confined to the adult male. It
means an ordinary person of either sex, not exceptionally excitable or pugnacious, but possessed of such powers
of self-control as everyone is entitled to expect that his fellow citizens will exercise in society as it is today.
Director ofPublic Prosecutions v. Campbell, [1978]

A reasonable person may come into the pharmacy and see a pugnacious teddy which is
not excitable, and the reasonable person must decide whether that is an exempt shop. The
Bill should contain a definition ofa "reasonable person".
The Library provided me with these references and I thank it for doing so. Stroud's
Judicial Dictionary defines a "'reasonable man" as:
When considering, on a charge of murder, whether a "reasonable man" would have been provoked to lose his
self-control, the jury should be told that the reasonable man in question is a person having the power of selfcontrol to be expected of an ordinary person of the sex and age of the accused, but in other respects sharing such
of the accused's characteristics as they think would affect the gravity of the provocation to him. R. v. Cumplin
1978.

That suggests that we now have a small person-because the size of the person may be
teddy bear size-he has self-control and the power to talk to the teddy bears so as to decide
whether it is a teddy bear shop. The definition includes the words:
... the gravity of provocation ...

I hope that the teddy bears do not hit the reasonable man as he comes in to make a
decision. I now move to The Oxford Companion to Law.
An Honourable Member interjected.
Mr WEIDEMAN-It is academic; it may be a little above Government members. The
point I am endeavouring to make is that, when one has been through the issue in a court
of what a "reasonable person" would expect to find in one's shop, it becomes debatable.
On the Mornington Peninsula at Mount Eliza, a new nursery has recently opened and it
is a copy of one of the hothouses in the gardens in Ballarat. It has become a tourist area
visited by many on Sundays. There is a small cottage on the property which was built in
the 1850s and has been refurbished in the style of that era. The owners, after developing
this expensive and beautifully turned-out cottage-which attracted many thousands of
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visitors over the Christmas period-have turned it into a garden bookshop and the
argument was whether they should be allowed to sell books in the nursery or whether that
cottage was outside the nursery limits.
Nobody could say what the situation was, but a decision had to be made whether that
building was within the nursery and whether gardening books were appropriate to be sold
there.
A "reasonable man" would have to be a book specialist as well as a gardener.
Mr Remington interjected.
Mr WEIDEMAN-The honourable member for Melbourne has just come in.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Kirkwood)-Order! The Chair takes exception to the
honourable member's interjection.
Mr WEIDEMAN-The honourable member for Niddrie is familiar with and loves
greatly the Mornington Peninsula where people are proud of their gardens and the capacity
they have to create larger gardens, some of which have been inherited. They also have
inherited the right to look after them. Obviously the concrete jungle in Melbourne is quite
different. On Sundays people go to the nurseries to purchase plants to add to the colour of
their gardens.
The Oxford Companion to Law defines a "reasonable person" as:
A hypothetical creature whose imaginary characteristics and conduct by way of foresight, care, precautions
against harm, susceptibility to harm, and the like are frequently referred to as the standard for judging the actual
foresight, care, etc. of a particular defendant. He is a man of ordinary prudence ...

A reasonable person who walks into a pharmacy may be prepared to purchase a teddy
bear but he shall not buy it. A "reasonable person" has been defined as a hypothetical
creature.
Mr Micallef interjected.
Mr WEIDEMAN-Would the honourable member for Springvale care to repeat that?
The honourable member for Springvale in passing used an unparliamentary expression
which I request him to withdraw.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Kirkwood)-Order! Did the honourable member take
exception to the remark?
Mr WEIDEMAN-Yes, I did take exception to the remark made by the honourable
member for Springvale. I do not wish to repeat the remark because I would find it
embarrassing to do so and I would not want it recorded in H ansard. I am sure members
of the National Party would also take exception to that remark.
The ACTING SPEAKER-Order! The honourable member for Springvale should not
have left the House, but the Chair did not hear what he said. I suggest the honourable
member for Frankston South continue with his speech.
Mr WEIDEMAN-I accept your ruling, Mr Acting Speaker, but it was a dishonourable
remark and it is now on the record that the honourable member for Springvale made a
dishonourable remark. The honourable member should have enough character not to
walk out of the House. It is an indication that the honourable member does not have
sufficient character.
The Law of Torts by J. G. Fleming describes the "reasonable man" at length and states:
The "reasonable man of ordinary prudence" is the central figure in the formula traditionally employed in
passing the negligence issue for adjudication to the jury. Disqualified from passing judgment himself on the
particular defendant involved in the litigation, the judge is obliged, in formulating his instruction to the jury, to
convert the problem of conduct into an abstraction sufficiently intelligible to guide them as to the legal
considerations ...
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The point I make is that the definition provision in the Bill should include a wider
definition than is used.
The Bill provides that the number of persons employed in an exempt shop be no more
than twenty. The National Party will move an amendment to reduce that figure to ten
persons. The Opposition believes the figure should be 30 persons, which would mean
including approximately 200 extra shops under that general provision.
The honourable member for Niddrie gave South Australia as an example of a State that
has changed its shop trading laws. The South Australian laws provide that a shop of 1000
square metres, owner operated, with five staff can open at any time. Deregulation of small
business can work. It is working at the moment on the Mornington Peninsula during the
holiday period. The National Party claims to represent the small business community and
the small shop owners who live in rural Victoria. Shops should be allowed to stay open all
weekend or should be closed from 1 o'clock on Saturday to 8 o'clock on Monday morning.
There should be no in between. The larger shops do not send the small businesses broke.
Any small business person realises that the two important things are position or size. If a
small shop is in the right position it will do as well as larger shops.
Honourable members interjecting.

Mr WEIDEMAN-It is easy for honourable members opposite to interject, but they
should go out and do it. Victoria has the best retail industry in Australia. Victorian retailers
know how to market their products. I have not had one complaint from the areas that I
represent because everyone on the Mornington Peninsula, which serves 110 000 people
during the Christmas period, have their shops open continuously for twelve weeks to serve
those people and then close for a certain period. Retailers obtain 70 per cent of their
turnover in that twelve-week Christmas holiday period. Those retailers open when the
consumers are there and close when the season is over.
Honourable members interjecting.

Mr WEIDEMAN-Honourable members opposite do not understand the retailing
industry or the number or variety of shops that open at 6 or 7 o'clock in the morning.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Kirkwood)-Order! The honourable member for
Frankston South is inviting interjections from the Government benches, which are
disorderly, and I ask him to continue his speech through the Chair.
Mr WEIDEMAN-Members of the Opposition have been apprised of certain anomalies
in the proposed legislation. For instance, items are being sold at Captain Cook's Cottage
outside regular shop trading hours and that is under Government supervision. It is nonsense
for the honourable member for Niddrie to say that nothing should happen and to blame
the other States.
The National Party says that it represents the small business people and if that were so
it would move a motion similar to the motion moved in the South Australian Parliament,
which was in favour of small business. The Liberal Party would support it. That State
allows shops that are no more than 1000 square metres, with five staff and are owner
operated to open at any time. That is protecting small business. The big businesses should
look after themselves.
The honourable member for Niddrie also mentioned the problems that occur in large
shopping complexes where there is an obligation to open one's shop when the centre is
open. Traders who take out leases at those centres obviously read the leases carefully and
have the conditions ~et out in them examined by solicitors. They are aware of the lease
conditions. Is the honourable member suggesting that these people do not read the
provisions set out in their lease? I suggest, if that is the case, that the honourable member
does not know what he is talking about. The Retail Tenancies Act should include provisions
that would assist traders with these problems, but it has not been proclaimed.
Session 1987-30
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The Liberal Party supports the Bill because it goes some way towards remedying the
situation. The Opposition supports the inclusion of the 32 recommendations, but It would
like the other two recommendations to be included also. I congratulate Mr Miller and his
committee on the work that they have done.
I have great sympathy for those butchers in the retail meat industry. They undergo an
apprenticeship and commence work at 3 or 4 a.m. when they prepare their goods. Good
quality butcher shops are reasserting their value to the community because they are now
marketing their products. I refer not only to meat, but also to eggs, bread, poultry and so
on. The reason why the red meat producers wanted the law changed was that they were
losing sales and could see that they would have to reduce their production.
For example, frozen white meat goods, such as crumbed fish cutlets, sausages and
poultry can be sold at any time in supermarkets but a butcher shop must cease trading at
5.30 p.m. An industry involving between $10 and $20 million has developed in the State
through the sale of white meat to the detriment of red meat sales.
Butchers have had to respond to this marketing pressure. It has taken them some time
to respond. Certainly, on this occasion one's sympathy is directed towards the butchers.
They face a strong marketing problem. I hope the National Party will support the lot of
butchers to allow them to 'Compete fairly. They should be given the capacity to compete
with their red meat sales against white meat sales.
I refer briefly to registration costs. It is of some concern that there is as yet no idea of
what costs will be imposed on shops in Victoria through the regulations that will result
from the Bill.
In his speech, the honourable member for Niddrie did not recognise the complete
change of policy by the Government on shop trading hours, a policy which now says that
any municipality may exempt either one shop or a group of shops for the purposes of
trading.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Kirkwood)-Order! The honourable member has 2
minutes.
Mr WEIDEMAN-Any area may be exempted and its shops and its shop trading hours
deregulated. In the electorate of Frankston there is a $120 million central business district
development. Near Frankston there is Chelsea, the Karingal development, Dandenong,
Cranbourne-now with a big development-and, as mentioned by the honourable member
for Mornington, Mornington and Rosebud. Frankston is surrounded by operations that
are able to trade liberally during the Christmas season and in the Mornington Peninsula
shops can trade for extended hours for 52 weeks a year. It will be interesting to note
whether Chelsea, Dandenong or Cranbourne will apply for seven-day-a-week trading,
perhaps even for 52 weeks a year, and the pressures that will be placed on the community
of Frankston.
T~e whole attitude. to shop trading hours has changed over 25 years. Originally only a
few Items under the Sixth Schedule of the Act were able to be sold outside regular shopping
hours and these goods mostly were handled by small milk bar proprietors. As a result of
lobbying by retailers, the number of items was increased so that virtually a full grocers'
shop could be stocked with items listed in the Sixth Schedule, and that grocery shop could
do nicely, as Safeways proved at Balaclava. That situation was rectified but the issue of
shop trading hours has been the subject of lobbying by retailers themselves over the past
30 to 40 years. There should not be a return to the past. I shall be interested to note how
the Bill will work in practice.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Fogarty)-Order! The honourable member's time has
expired.
Mr J. F. McGRATH (Warrnambool)-The debate on this Bill is important. I strongly
support the comments of the honourable member for Murray Valley, who submitted the
views of the National Party. I have long experience in retailing and in small business,
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which has given me a clear practical understanding of the anomalies in and difficulties of
retailing and small business. I shall address some of the issues that face small businesses
in regard to extended trading hours, deregulation and some of the components contained
in the Bill.
Initially, I shall refer to the Address-in-Reply speech made by the honourable member
for I vanhoe. I cannot help but relate some of his remarks to the argument on this Bill. He
spoke of labour costs and penalty rates and I can relate his remarks to the costs involved
in extended trading hours. I congratulate the honourable member for I vanhoe on his
earlier speech. It was well prepared and there should be more of that type of speech.
The Bill provides for the regulation of shop trading hours and the registration and
classification of shops. It makes consequential amendments to certain Acts. Honourable
members need to think long and hard about the direction the retail sector in Victoria is
taking. It has been said before that the retail industry is important to the State's economy.
Honourable members need to consider the impact of the Liberal Party's policy on
deregulation of shop trading hours.
I listened with great interest to the honourable members for Hawthorn and Bulleen
speaking on deregulation and I believe they have completely missed the boat and do not
understand the retail business. I wonder how many members of the Liberal Party have
practical experience in retailing to bring to the party floor to explain to their colleagues the
implications of the deregulation of shop trading hours such as the Liberal Party proposes.
From my experience, if anyone thinks that a retailer will get a bigger share of the cake,
that is foolish. The fact of the matter is that the total amount of the consumer dollar spent
each week will not vary whether shops trade for 50 hours, 80 hours or 133 hours. People
have only so much money to spend on consumer goods and that money will be spent over
a period.
The honourable member for Niddrie made a valid point when he said that deregulation
will cost jobs. Mr Deputy Speaker, I could take you on a visit to the City ofWarrnambool,
which has a tourist facility operating for extended trading hours. Several of those businesses
will give examples of the enormous pressures brought to bear on them by large corporate
chains who can apply that pressure as a result of their ability to provide no service, as the
honourable member for Niddrie stated, yet be able to reduce prices as a result of
technology-for example, computerised checkout points-which can be operated by very
junior staff. One needs to be careful as a Government before one heads down this track of
deregulation of shop trading hours.
.
The honourable member for Bulleen made a couple of points. He spoke of the need to
consider carefully the point of view of consumers, and I agree with him. The long-term
effects of a deregulation policy on consumers need to be studied. It is obvious that the
small operator will be squeezed out of business, yet it is the small business operator who
provides the community with a service in offering professional advice. His business will
be turned over to the large corporations and consumers will then really be in the hands of
the large corporations. As honourable members know, the large corporations are merciless
in the way they handle the public.
The honourable member for Bulleen spoke of the advantage to families of extended
trading hours and his remarks can best be described as a joke. His comment that people
will be able to select their working times as they are appropriate to them is misleading
because in reality, if a worker decides to have a day off on a Monday, a Tuesday or a
Wednesday, it will not be a day that the rest of the family will have free. The result will be
.
a fragmentation offamily life.
During my campaign for the seat of Warrnambool people in the retail industry
approached me about shop trading hours. It was made clear to me that they saw no value
in the deregulation of shop trading hours.
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Clause 6 deals with the exemption of a shop with twenty or fewer employees. In the
past, the section in the Act relevant to exempt shops has been manipulated. Some
shopkeepers have represented two part-time employees as one full-time employee on their
records and, therefore, have been able to have their businesses classified as exempt shops.
The Bill will amend that loophole.
The Opposition has said that it is serious about protecting small businesses. If it is, it
should read the Miller report, especially the section that deals with the composition of a
small business. The report points out that 97 per cent of small businesses have ten or fewer
employees. The National Party considers that a shop should be made exempt only if it has
ten or fewer employees and not the present twenty or fewer.
The extension of shop trading hours for four days to be selected by the Governor in
Council on the recommendation of the Government is extremely broad. The Government
has not specified what days will be chosen; they could be Saturdays, Sundays, public
holidays or whatever. This amendment should not be included in the Bill; it should be
treated separately by Parliament. The House should not enshrine an open-ended proposal
in legislation. The National Party will not support that provision, in line with its policy
on the deregulation of shop trading hours.
All honourable members would have received correspondence about red meat trading
hours from representatives of the Meat and Allied Trades Federation of Australia on
behalf of butchers. Butchers play an important role in the community and in the supply of
domestic goods.
Mr Iles, Executive Director of the Meat and Allied Trades Federation (Victorian
Division), summed up the debate on red meat trading hours best when he referred to the
Miller report, which acknowledged that:
Submissions from meat producers, from the large retail chains, from consumers, from butcher shop proprietors,
and from butcher shop employees and their union reflected a wide range of basically irreconcilable views.

Possibly that isthe situation.
The National Party has been lobbied by the Victorian Farmers Federation on the effect
current red meat trading hours are having on the sale of red meat. The federation supplied
the National Party with the following valuable details; in 1971, meat sales in Victoria
represented 50 per cent of the total grocery bill; in 1984, they had fallen to 10 per cent.
That was an enormous drop in only thirteen years. Since 1960, poultry consumption has
increased fourfold.
If a retailer wants to sell an item, he will display it to a potential purchaser so that he or
she can inquire about it and possibly buy it. If the retailer does not want to sell an item, he
stores it at the back of the shop. The same applies to the sale of red meat; if it is not
available at the point of sale, a customer will buy an alternative.

The Victorian Farmers Federation said that in 1985 it commissioned a Morgan poll
that showed that 75 per cent of working people wanted red meat trading hours changed;
200 000 people said that they would buy more red meat if trading hours were extended.
Obviously, the federation is aware that a change in red meat trading hours will have a
substantial effect on the consumption of red meat. Butchers should be allowed to trade
equally with fish and chicken retailers.
Estimates are that up to an additional 133 000 cattle and one million lambs could be
sold. The figures are only estimates but they are worth reflecting on. After holding
discussions with the Victorian Farmers Federation and representatives of butchers, the
National Party has decided to support the changes to red meat trading hours proposed in
the Bill.
Agriculture is vital to Victoria and to the economic recovery of this State and nation.
Any favourable increase in the red meat industry will rub off on the rest of the agricultural
industry.
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Before honourable members seriously consider deregulation of shop trading hours, they
should address the matters raised by the honourable member for Ivanhoe. His remarks
should be applied to the difficulties facing people in the retail industry. He said that work
practices need to be addressed.
One cannot consider the deregulation of shop trading hours if one does not seriously
consider the effect of the 38-hour week, the nine-day fortnight, the 17·5 per cent holiday
loading and other restrictions that make it impossible for small business people to earn a
dollar. I suggest that not many people on the Opposition side of the House have been
involved in small business.
It is important to find out how many members of the Liberal Party in this place have
previously been involved in retailing, and how many have experienced the difficulty of
retailing and competing with all the nonsense relating to working hours, flexitime, the 17·5
per cent leave loading and all that rubbish.

As the honourable member for Malvern says, by interjection, we have had extended
trading hours in Warrnambool. However, ifhe spoke with the people in Warrnambool, he
would find out what votes he would get on the Question of extended trading hours. They
have felt the impact of extended trading hours; they know the result; and they have
experienced it in the only way in which one can learn from such things-in their bank
balances. Over that fifteen-week holiday period the corporate chains have been grinding
them into the dirt and making it totally impossible for them to operate their businesses.
Once the honourable member speaks to the people ofWarrnambool, he can then talk
about being in favour of small business and families and his wish to deregulate trading
hours. Those people are saying clearly that they do not want extended shop trading hours.
At page 24, the Miller report further states:
It was put to the unit in many submissions that the principal beneficiaries of such a system are small businesses,
retail employees, consumers, residents and individuals whose quality of life would be adversely affected if
required to work at weekends.

That confirms that those are the people who will be affected and will pay the price for the
support of the big corporate chains, which are surely Quite capable of looking after
themselves. The corporate chains have the benefits of financial and human resources and,
more importantly, technological advances to outstrip any small business.
There is a need to consider the full impact on small business of extended shop trading
hours and the importance of the fact that 97 per cent of small businesses fall into the
category of businesses that employ fewer than ten employees.
This is an interesting Bill. I congratulate the Minister for Industry, Technology and
Resources for inserting into the Bill provisions that will result in eventually incorporating
the whole spectrum of shop trading in Victoria.
I support the remarks of the honourable member for Murray Valley, who understands
very well the difficulties of small business. The National Party will not support the
amendments proposed to be moved by the Liberal Party. The National Party has
amendments of its own, which it hopes will be accepted during the Committee stage.
I take this opportunity of indicating my support for the Bill, but I raise a few matters of
real concern, particularly in relation to the four specific days mentioned in clause 5 as
exceptions to the definition of "ordinary closing days", and the provision relating to
increasing the number of employees from ten to twenty or fewer.
I also state that the National Party has been hard and fast in its opposition to extended
shop trading hours. We have received no information that has impressed upon us the need
to change that policy. As I said earlier, I have been involved in a small business and have
personally experienced the effects of extended trading hours. I felt the effects in my bank
balance, as has the rest of the retail community in Warrnambool.
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The fact is that there is one purse of salaries to be spent each week, and regardless of
whether one spends it in 40 or 80 hours the amount in that purse will not increase. If one
operates for 130 hours a week as opposed to 50 hours, one's overheads more than double.
That is a fairly simple calculation, which members of the Opposition have failed to
address. One cannot increase one's overheads and hours and hope to receive the same
take-out amount from the same pool of money. Such a suggestion would be absolute
nonsense, and that is one of the reasons why the National Party has retained a strong
position on the deregulation of trading hours.
Mr Leigh interjected.
Mr J. F. McGRATH-I should be interested to hear the remarks of the honourable
member for Malvern.
The SPEAKER-Order! The honourable member for Malvern is out of order.
Mr J. F. McGRATH-The National Party supports the Bill. It proposes to introduce
three amendments during the Committee stage, which it hopes will be passed. I thank the
House for its indulgence.
Mr ROWE (Essendon)-I should like, firstly, to congratulate the Minister for Industry,
Technology and Resources and the Government on introducing the Bill. I say at the outset
that the retail industry in Victoria is a major area of the State's economy. I am sure all
honourable members recognise that it is a significant employment area and a dynamic
factor in our economy, which has tremendous potential in Victoria. It is also a major
factor associated with tourism development and potential. It is in that context that one
needs to examine the changes being debated tonight.
I congratulate the Minister for tackling this real minefield. It is not an easy area to
regulate. It is a complex area in which we face change. One certainly should refer to the
excellent report prepared by Mr Robert Miller on the review of that whole area of activity.
That most comprehensive report set down the guidelines and options available to a
Government for implementing change.
It represents significant reform. It is very easy for people to adopt a black-and-white
attitude to the whole question, but it is complex. Many people are employed in the
industry. Many strong views are held by industry associations and other lobby groups on
the topic of regulation of the industry and, generally, the more important topic of shop
trading hours.
It is worth mentioning that the regulation of the industry and shop trading hours are
certainly not matters that one can consider from a static point of view. The changing
demands on
nature of the work patterns of people in households creates enormous
'.
. families.
I refer to the employment of married women in the work force. Over the past two
decades, increasingly, married women have been enterin$ the work force, and this has had
a major impact on the shopping patterns and shopping tImes in our communities. It is in
that area that the community is looking to the Government for change in a sensitive and
sensible way.
The Government is doing both those things. It is examining the changed patterns of
activity and recreation in the community. Many families wish to shop together. They do
not consider it necessarily as a chore but, rather, as a recreational opportunity. One needs
only to visit the Victoria Market at the weekend to realise that.
The Government has recognised that fact through the changes proposed in the Bill. It is
worth noting that the vast majority of recommendations in the Miller report have been
taken up in the Bill. The one that has not been taken up relates to hardware stores,' but,
again, the Minister and the Government have been quite clear on how that subject should
be dealt with. They have said that it is a separate issue and that they are not running away
from it. The Government is saying that that matter will be examined in a general review
at some time later this year. That is the important point.
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The review by the Miller inquiry has been completed, and its report has been widely
canvassed. Following the presentation of the report and its consideration by the
Government, an extensive period of consultation followed, which has resulted in the Bill
now before the House.
Many members of the Opposition who have spoken tonight about the anomaly, or
paradox, with respect to hardware stores have chosen to ignore the statement by the
Minister in his second-reading speech on this very point, which addresses the issue and
contains a clear indication of the Government's future intentions.
In accordance with Sessional Orders, the debate was interrupted.

ADJOURNMENT
Mornington Peninsula and District Water Board-Sale of citrus fruit-Pedestrian
underpass in Noble Park-"What's on video and cinema'" ,-Flood studies-Misleading
advertising
The SPEAKER-Order! The time appointed by Sessional Orders for me to interrupt
the business of the House has now arrived. The question is that the House do now adjourn.
Mr COOPER (Momington)-I raise a matter with the Minister for Housing, representing
the Minister for Planning and Environment. I ask him to use his good offices to restore
the basic rights of citizens of the Mornington area that have been removed. The matter
revolves around the Momington Peninsula and District Water Board and the relocation
of its central workshop depot and store from Lawson Avenue, Frankston, to a site in
Craigie Road, Mornington. The Momington Peninsula and District Water Board persuaded
the Mornington Shire Council to apply to the Minister for Planning and Environment for
an amendment under section 32 (6) of the Town and Country Planning Act to the Shire of
Mornington planning scheme. That is a quick amendment that can be done with a
Ministerial stroke of the pen.
The council applied for the amendment in a letter dated 16 May 1986, and in doing so
it described the amendment as ofa trivial nature and the planning effects as inconsequential.
The amendment was subsequently granted by the Minister and approved by the Governor
in Council on 22 July 1986. No effort was made to advise any of the residents of the Shire
of Mornington, and particularly the local residents, that the development that was being
approved under the amendment was a 33 000 square metre industrial complex to be built
on rural land.
This rural complex will be used for bulk fuel storage, bulk chemical storage, as a dump
for surplus spoil and as a bulk waste container storage, among other things. The residents
found out six months later when the water board wrote and told them what it was about
to do on the site-that is, six months later they found out that an amendment to the
planning scheme had allowed this matter to proceed.
The Government's failure to protect the basic rights of citizens who live in the Craigie
Road, Momington area is now seen quite clearly. There has been some complicity in
denying these people their rights on a very important town planning and land use matter.
The Government has failed to recognise that it has made a serious blunder and continues
to refuse to give citizens back the rights that normal citizens would have on such a matter,
that is, the rights for a town planning application to be heard before the proper local
authority-the council.
If the council ruled against those residents' objections they could then take the matter
to the Planning Appeals Board. In this case, the section 32 (6) amendment has prevented
that from occurring and those citizens have been denied their rights.

As a matter of considerable urgency, I ask the Minister to use his good offices and his
influence with his Ministerial colleague, the Minister for Planning and Environment, to
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have this disgraceful miscarriage ofjustice reversed. I am asking for a move to be made so
that these residents can have the normal planning processes and their rights under them
restored. They have suffered a serious miscarriage of justice. They have had dumped on
them without their knowledge or consent-and that knowledge and consent was withheld
from them for at least six months-a matter that will involve a 33 000 square metre
industrial complex with everything that a normal industrial complex has sited in a very
sensitive rural area.
I am asking for this matter to be addressed by the Minister and by the Government in
the way that the Conservation Council of Victoria and the National Trust would want it
addressed, and that is to give these people their rights-the rights that were taken away
and denied them.
Mr JASPER (Murray Valley)-I raise a matter for the attention of the Treasurer
representing the Minister for Agriculture and Rural Affairs, and, in his absence, the
Minister at the table. I have received extensive representations from citrus growers in the
Cobram area within my electorate of Murray Valley. Many honourable members would
be aware that under the Marketing of Primary Products Act a Citrus Fruit Marketing
Board has been set up to control the sale of citrus fruit throughout Victoria. I say "control",
but what the board does is charge the growers for the sale of fruit throughout Victoria,
whether it goes to the processors or to the market. That board charges at present $6.05 per
tonne or II cents per carton on sales.
All citrus growers throughout Victoria are controlled by the Citrus Fruit Marketing
Board, and those charges are imposed on the growers and collected by the fruit board, and
the funds used to control and run the board and assist in the marketing of citrus fruit in
Victoria and interstate. It tries to maintain established prices for citrus fruit.
What has happened is that the Citrus Fruit Marketing Board has failed in its attempts
to maintain the market prices for citrus fruit within the State of Victoria. The agreement
with the board, so far as the citrus growers in the Cobram area are concerned, was
cancelled on 16 December 1985, and most of the growers in the area have not paid the
fees to the board since then. The growers sought to be removed from the control of the
board so that that area could operate as a free market.
The Citrus Fruit Marketing Board investigated all aspects of that proposal and sent out
questionnaires to all citrus growers in Cobram and the surrounding area seeking their
views on orderly marketing services, marketing arrangements and other issues. After those
questionnaires were returned, the board contacted the Cobram growers and sent a lengthy
letter to them dated 18 February 1987. The board indicated that it was not prepared to
allow them to be excised from the control of the Citrus Fruit Marketing Board and would
pressure them to vest their fruit with the board. In fact, the growers would have to pay the
charges involved, and representatives from the board would visit them and take details
from their books.
Some of the citrus growers have been visited recently by representatives of the board,
and this was of great concern to many of them. When the board representatives arrived at
the premises of the citrus growers, a representative of the Police Force was also in the
motor vehicle. I presume there was no trouble with the citrus growers whom the board
visited.
The citrus growers in the Cobram area are quite clear that they want to be removed
from the area under the control of the Citrus Fruit Marketing Board. They want to have
independence to operate and sell their fruit as they see fit.
I remind the House that under section 92 of the Constitution, they can sell their fruit
across the border into New South Wales. What I seek from the Minister is a further
investigation of all the aspects relating to the Cobram citrus growers, and that there be
consultation with the Minister and the board. They wish to resolve a difficult and involved
problem, because it will not be in the best interests of the citrus growers in this State if the
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Citrus Fruit Marketing Board and the Minister do not resolve the problems and consider
what the people of the area want for the retailing of their citrus fruit throughout Victoria
and into New South Wales.
Mr NORRIS (Dandenong)-I address my concern to the Minister for Transport and,
in his absence, I ask the Mini~,ter for Police and Emergency Services to relay my remarks
to him. It involves a problem for the residents of Noble Park that has existed for some
years. I first brought the mat T to the attention of the Minister approximately two and
half years ago and it concern~ .he flooding of the pedestrian underpass at the Noble Park
railway station.
In that area of Melbourne, due to certain weather patterns, we do experience the
occasional torrential downpour and, invariably, at that time the underpass is inclined to
flood to the great inconvenience of commuters.
This problem has been occurring for some time. When I first addressed the problem,
the Minister issued certain instructions to be carried out on the basis that the pump in the
underpass either continually malfunctions or paper and litter blocks up the intake pipes
and, consequently, the pump is unable to operate quickly enough to get rid of the water
flow. I congratulate the Minister for immediately arranging for the clearing of drains by
station staff at that time and for arranging for a new pump to be installed.
Those measures worked sufficiently well but now, unfortunately, the problem has arisen
again. I do not know whether the problem arises from the fact that the new pump is
malfunctioning or whether we are back to the old problem oflitter collecting and blocking
the intake ducts of the water pump, but a sudden downpour two weeks ago consequently
flooded the underpass and several elderly pedestrians were trapped by the flooding water.
The railway line divides the shopping centre at Noble Park and consequently, the
pedestrian underpass is extremely well used. On one side is the shopping area of Douglas
Street and on the other side is Mons Parade, in the lan Street section of the Noble Park
shops. Also on the Mons Parade side is a large Ministry of Housing elderly citizens' flat
development and a high school and on the other side of the railway line there is a technical
school, so a constant flow of pedestrian and commuters use the underpass.
Winter is now approaching and I should not like to think that the nagging problem for
residents, shoppers and commuters will continue to resurface.
I ask the Minister for Transport either to issue fresh instructions to the station staff to
ensure that the gutters are clear of refuse to avoid blockages or that an inspection be
undertaken of the water pump.
It is imperative that residents not be inconvenienced by having to traverse the flooded
underpass. Even worse is the situation that occurred two weeks ago when two elderly
citizens were actually trapped in the underpass, one being carried out by a fine and caring
citizen who actually went in there and rescued them. The elderly citizens were knee deep
in water.

I should be most appreciative if the Minister at the table could direct those remarks to
the Minister for Transport, on behalf of the residents of Noble Park.
Mr WEIDEMAN (Frankston South)-Last week I raised with the Minister for Education
the suitability of different publications-one from Frankston and one from the Fitzroy
Legal Service-suggesting that young people take certain action in communicating with
the police and society in general.
I now raise with the Minister for Police and Emergency Services the problem of different
pamphlets and magazines being delivered to homes. It was brought to my attention that
telephone books were being delivered at the same time as Hari Krishna pamphlets and
this matter was raised with the Minister responsible for telecommunications in another
place.
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A Mr Brown of Lawson Street, Frankston-which is the street about which the
honourable member for Mornington raised a matter with reference to the Mornington
Peninsula and District Water Board-raised concerns about a magazine called What's on
Video and Cinema. which is being distributed in the Frankston South area as well as in
Narre Warren, Frankston, East Oakleigh, Mornington, Hastings, Rosebud, Edithvale and
Knox, by a company named Fountain Flicks Video located at Fountain Gate.
Most honourable members who have delivered pamphlets to households during political
campaigns are aware that one usually places them in letter boxes or else young children
approach one and offer to take them inside to their parents, which is the point in this case.
The magazine, What's on Video and Cinema, has a picture of Madonna on the front cover
and reads "Madonna Beats Soft-Porn Tag". Mr Brown was disturbed, when looking
through the magazine to find beside the article on Madonna an explicit advertisement for
an "R" rated movie. It is so explicit that I would not wish to show it to the audience in
front of me. I will give it to the Minister for his consideration.
I do not wish to raise the issue of censorship, but I know there is an ethical advertising
and moral code in the advertising industry and I ask the Minister to contact the people
involved. The publication is not one that would usually be placed in letter boxes. Although
some advertisements for old films are also included in the magazine, the "R" rated one,
described as The Electric Fantasy, is listed as not available for people under the age of
eighteen years.
I am objecting to the fact that the magazine is given to children under the age of eighteen
years and is delivered to post boxes to be collected by the hands of young children.
I do not object to advertising material being delivered and anyone of us knows when
emptying the letter box on a Monday morning, that every major store distributes an
advertising pamphlet giving the customer enou~ information to read for a week. However,
I hope, by my raising the issue, that the MinIster will examine the pamphlet and direct
that the advertising code of ethics be honoured. I should not like to see any form of
censorship, but this type of advertisement could become more common and it is not in
the interests of the community.
The SPEAKER-Order! I am having difficulty in knowing what the honourable member
for Frankston South wants the Minister to do. I understand he wants him to do something
about the code of ethics related to this publication. I advise the honourable member that
the Minister has no responsibility on this subject. It is a matter for a private organisation
and it is, therefore, not the responsibility of the Minister.
Mr WEIDEMAN-I raise a point of order, Mr Speaker. The matter is raised in the
interests of moral decency. The Minister for Police and Emergency Services is responsible
for seeing-The SPEAKER-Order! I have ruled on the matter raised. The honourable member
raises the matter of moral decency. I do not understand what he is driving at and I do not
intend to uphold that as a point of order.
Mr STEGGALL (Swan Hill)-I raise with the Minister for Water Resources the matter
of significant flood studies being conducted in the Murray Valley and along the Avoca
River within the electorate I represent. Two flood studies being conducted on the Loddon
and Avoca rivers are causing concern to landowners affected by the interim results of
those studies.
The Rural Water Commission is conducting these studies and presenting schemes and
plans that mayor may not be dealt with until a later date, years in some cases. This is
causing financial problems for landowners with property within the study areas.
For instance, a property owner on a small irrigation farm near Kerang applied for
permission to move a house onto his property. Permission was granted by both the Shire
of Kerang and the Rural Water Commission. One month later a letter arrived from the
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commission informing the landowner that it planned to bisect his property with a flood
bank that would result in half his farm being flood protected and the other half flood
prone. This landowner, who was not a wealthy man, was left in financial limbo because of
that decision. His rollover time for a long term loan had expired with the bank which
wanted to know whether the Government would be compensating the landowner for the
land that would be affected by this plan. The commission advised that no compensation
was forthcoming. In fact, the commission has no idea of how its flood schemes will be
funded.
The landowner has been left in an embarrassing position because the bank will not
honour what is a normal commercial roll over loan. No-one seems to know the financial
implications of the .flood studies or whether any compensation will ever be given to
landowners affected by these studies. As these studies are affecting the livelihood of people
along the streams, I ask the Minister to explain the Government policy on, firstly, the
implementation of the schemes and, secondly, whether compensation will be allowed to
landowners whose properties will be changed from a commercial productive operation to
useless flood prone areas.
I point out to the Minister that the lead time between the start of the flood study and
the finalisation of the scheme is between four and five years. These properties will be in
limbo for the duration of that time.
Dr COGHILL (Werribee)-Because of the absence of the Minister for Consumer Affairs
on Ministerial business, I ask the Minister for the Arts to convey to him my concern about
misleading advertising of a different nature to that raised by the honourable member for
Frankston South. This matter came to my attention last Saturday at the Weerama festival
in Werribee that coincided with the proclamation of the City ofWerribee-an extremely
eventful occasion.
One of the events in the main. street of Werribee, Watton Street, was a spinning wheel
at which people could win prizes. I was especially interested in one of the prizes, not so
much because of the nature of the prize-a car stereo-but because of the labelling that
appeared on its package. The car stereo was attractively packaged in a red box which had
holes in the sides through which one could see the various components: the speakers and
an attractive dial.
On one of the packages was printed an Australian flag in a white square. Beneath the
flag and within the white square was a blank space. On other boxes, the same flag appeared
and on the white square beneath the flag was a sticker, "Made in Taiwan for Australia".
That appeared to be misleading information about the origin of the product. Most people
on seeing the box with the Australian flag prominently displayed would think at a quick
glance that it was an Australian-made product.
We are being urged at the .moment-and properly so-to buy Australian products.
People may be attracted to buy this stereo because of the labelling and the superficial
appearance of it having been made in Australia. This could be an infringement of State
legislation and perhaps even Federal legislation. The company producing the car stereo is
known as "4 Sound". If such a practice is allowed to continue, other foreign producers of
goods may import them into Australia for sale as Australian goods.
I ask the Minister for Consumer Affairs to examine the practice of this company in
using an Australian flag and then adding in fine print that the product was made in Taiwan
or some other country. Does the Minister have the power to put an end to this sort of
misleading advertising? I ask that he advise the importers or distributors of the product to
cease this practice and, if not, for the Minister to take whatever further action is appropriate.
Mr MATHEWS (Minister for the Arts)-The honourable member for Murray Valley
raised for the Minister for Agriculture and Rural Affairs a matter about the pricing of
citrus fruit, which matter I shall direct the Minister's attention.
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The honourable member for Werribee raised for the attention of the Minister for
Consumer Affairs an example of misleading advertising which he had occasion to note in
the electorate he represents and which would be of concern to all members of the House. I
shall bring the packaging of the stereo equipment to the attention of the Minister and it
will be for him to determine whether a course of action is open to him in obtaining redress
for what has been done either from the manufacturer in Taiwan or from the wholesaler
who imports the equipment into this country.
The honourable member for Mornington raised a matter with me for the attention of
the Minister for Planning and Environment in another place about a planning application
put forward by the Shire of Mornington. It was not clear to me why the honourable
member believed the matter should be rectified at Ministerial level rather than local
government level where I imagine the problem would have originated, nor was it entirely
clear whether the piece of land covered by the permit was one previously zoned for
sewerage treatment purposes and still has on it a sewerage plant. Certainly, the Mornington
Peninsula planning scheme imposes stringent requirements for landscaping of such areas.
Nevertheless, I shall bring to the attention of the Minister for Planning and Environment
the remarks of the honourable member for Mornington and it will be for the Minister to
determine whether some solution can be suggested.

Mr ROPER (Minister for Transport)-The honourable member for Dandenong raised
the question of an underpass that is constantly having pumping problems. I thought the
matter had been resolved but, clearly, further engineering advice is needed. Further action
is necessary because it is obviously a concern if engineering questions cannot be resolved.
Mr McCUTCHEON (Minister for Water Resources)-The honourable member for
Swan Hill raised the question of flood studies, especially in the lower Loddon and Avoca
areas. The honourable member for Swan Hill has referred the lower Loddon study to me
on a previous occasion. On 3 December last year he asked me about compensation to
people whose properties will be affected during the course of that study.
In response to his question in the House, I wrote to him on 5 February and gave specific
answers about whether compensation was applicable. In the letter I stated:
Lands to be occupied by works. Lands would normally be subject to the service of notice to treat and
compensation assessed in accordance with the provisions ofthe Land Compensation Act.

Given that situation, the persons whose properties were affected by the works will be
properly compensated in due course.
The issue the honourable member has raised is complex, but it is important to that area.
Flood studies are wanted by the landowners in that area. They take a long time to carry
out and consultants are employed to undertake the complex business of trying to determine
the best way of mitigating flood. The process involves consultation with the shires and
councils affected. If there is to be an agreed mitigation program, the community must own
it.
In the process of reaching an agreement on a proposal that is appropriate to deal with
floods for an area, the community needs assurance that compensation or necessary
protection of the rights of individuals will ensue. There appears to be some confusion
among people that plans being mitigated do not necessarily guarantee that compensation.
I understand the fear of the community and I assure those involved that the process of
arriving at a final conclusion and undertaking flood mitigation works involves the
safeguarding of the rights of individuals. It is not always possible to assure people in
advance of what will be the outcome. However, it is quite clear that compensation will be
available in specific cases where lands are subject to flood works or the impact of a plan .

..

The honourable member for Swan Hill also raised the case of Mr Tom Taft and the
problems he is experiencing while a flood study is in progress and the attitude of the bank
to loans on his property. That is another complication arising from this process. I shall
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take up that matter with the Rural Water Commission and have further communication
with the honourable member on this matter.
The House adjourned at 11.37 p.m.
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Thursday, 26 March 1987
The SPEAKER (the Hoo. C. T. Edmuods) took the chair at 10.35 a.m. and read the
prayer.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORT ON MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT
Mr BROWN (Gippsland West)-Does the Minister for Transport accept responsibility
for the waste and mismanagement in his Ministry exposed in the scathing criticisms of the
Auditor-General?
Mr ROPER (Minister for Transport)-One must look, firstly, at what occt:!Ted in the
annual reports of the various authorities that were tabled in the House last year, the figures
from which are reprinted in the Auditor-General's report. The Auditor-General examines
the railways over a time. He had not examined the operations of those agencies prior to
1982.
The first thing people need to recall is that in 1982 the whole of the Victoria.: public
transport system was appallingly run down and there was a major need for catch-ui- capital
over the past five years. That additional capital will not go on at that level into the distant
future.
Indeed, already with respect to V/Line, the level of capital required to ensure that the
program is upgraded has started to diminish. A major catch-up program has taken place
in almost every aspect of the public transport sector at very significant cost-costs that
would not have been required if there had been an investment program in the 1960s and
1970s.
However, as every member in this place knows, virtually nothing was spent on railways
and public transport infrastructure over that twenty years. The rolling stock was in a mess
and the overhead, the track and the whole of the structure needed a substantial injection
of funds. In 1982-83 the Government made a conscious decision to start reinvesting in
our public transport sector.
Honourable members opposite now see the benefit of that reinvestment. Firstly, there
has been a significant increase in patronage on passenger services in country areas. That
would not have occurred if those investments had not been made.
Secondly, there has been a vastly increased capacity to ensure that we are able to make
adequate freight arrangements. We could not in any way maintain the freight levels at the
levels we are now maintaining them had there not been a reinvestment program.
Thirdly, in terms of the city system, there had been a continual reduction-Mr KEN NETT (Leader of the Opposition)-On a point of order, for 3 minutes the
Minister has clearly been debating the question. I ask you, Mr Speaker, to uphold the
Standing Orders and either ask the Minister to answer the question about whether he
accepts responsibility, or, ifhe refuses to answer, sit him down.
The SPEAKER-Order! There is no point of order. The Minister is not debating the
question and I ask him to continue.
Mr ROPER (Minister for Transport)-The third issue to which I refer-a matter about
which the Opposition does not like to hear-is the fact that metropolitan patronage, which
had been declining consistently for the previous decade, has now turned around and is
significantly increasing. Again, that has meant a significant cost in terms of catch-up
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expenditure. However, if expenditure had taken place over a long period it would have
been able to have been handled much better than having to recapitalise the service in such
a brief period-effectively over five years.
Honourable members need to be aware-and the Auditor-General is certainly awareof the significant changes that are now occurring. These changes will show up in the
1986-87 accounts.
There has never before been such a range of changes aimed at reducing costs in V/Line
as there has been over the past couple of years. The results can be seen in the Budget
presen ted last year.
Never before has the amount required from the Consolidated Fund for V/Line fallen,
not only in real terms but also in actual money terms. The requirement for the Metropolitan
Transit Authority also fell for the first time in real terms in the Budget for this financial
year.
These reductions are not easily made. There are 2500 fewer workers within the
Metropolitan Transit Authority and the State Transport Authority than there were two
years ago. That is not easy to do. It is all right for Opposition members to say, "We will
just reduce; we will fire them; we will get rid of people". However, there is also some social
responsibility involved. Even the honourable member for Ballarat North was quoted in
his local newspaper as opposing any reductions whatsoever in the area that he represents.
I am told that that is not the policy-if the Liberal Party has a policy at all-of the
honourable member for Gippsland West.
What is occurring is a major turnaround in our capacity, and it does not show up in the
1985-86 figures; it shows up in the figures for this financial year.

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEE HOUSING AUTHORITY
Mr HANN (Rodney)-I address my question to the Minister for Property and Services.
In light of the fact that negotiations are still continuing with the Ministry of Education
and teacher unions in relation to a number of teachers' houses around Victoria that are in
the "not required to occupy" category, will the Minister give the House an assurance that
none of the houses currently still under discussion will be sold?
Mr McCUTCHEON (Minister for Property and Services)-As the Deputy Leader of
the National Party says, the question of the disposal of Government employee housing is
the subject of negotiation. Each department is to determine the policy in relation to
"required to occupy" houses.
A second category of houses is also under dispute and discussion. A market test is being
applied to those houses, in agreement with, particularly, the Ministry of Education. Under
that test houses that are not occupied are determined to be not required even though they
are still under dispute; and it is the intention of the Government that those houses that
remain vacant should be sold.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES FOR WOMEN IN PUBLIC SECTOR
Mrs HIRSH (Wantirna)-I ask the Premier: what further steps is the Government
taking to ensure that women employed in the public sector have improved career
opportunities?
Mr CAIN (Premier)-When the Government came to office in 1982, it was clear that
few women occupied senior positions in either the Victorian Public Service or the Victorian
public sector. The Government set about remedying that situation through a policy that
was aimed at promoting equal opportunity for employment in the Public Service and the
public sector.
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We have implemented an action plan that encourages more women to apply for senior
positions in the Public Service, and the results are very encouraging. In 1983 women
represented only 5 per cent of senior officers in the Public Service; they now represent 13·5
per cent of senior executive positions.
I t is clear that more women are being promoted to senior management positions than
ever before. Last year the Public Service Board undertook a study aimed at extending that
action plan into the public sector generally and, in particular, into statutory authorities.
I want to make our position clear. We believe, for too long, women have been underrepresented in the senior levels of the Victorian public sector, and the extension that has
already been successful in the Public Service-Mr Williams-You have a long way to go, too.
Mr CAIN-With the help of the honourable member for Doncaster and other Opposition
members, it can be extended into the public sector generally. I say advisedly-and I am
not including the honourable member for Doncaster or the honourable member for Kew
in this-that at least some members of the Opposition are opposed to this policy. I am not
sure how many.
Honourable members opposite do not support equal employment opportunities that
the Government believes should be afforded to women. The Leader of the Opposition has
been heard to describe our equal employment opportunity plans as being patronising. It is
time we knew his party's view. I think I know the views of the honourable member for
Kew. I believe I can expect a favourable response from the newly elected honourable
member for Central Highlands Province.
I hope the honourable member for Kew is getting the numbers on this issue because the
Government needs support right across Parliament on this issue. I hope she obtains the
numbers to get on the front bench, also. How the Liberal Party has a shadow Cabinet
without women on the front bench I do not know.
Mr RAMSAY (Balwyn)-Mr Speaker, I raise a point of order. Your ruling of2 October
1984 stated that Ministers should confine themselves to the points contained in the
question. The Premier is not doing that and I believe he is out of order.
The SPEAKER-Order! My ruling of that period has been Quoted to me Quite often
and I believe it to be as valid today as it was then. I do not uphold the point of order. I ask
the Premier to come back to the point of the question.
Dr WELLS (Dromana)-Mr Speaker, on the same point of order-The SPEAKER-Order! I have ruled on that point of order. Does the honourable
member now wish to raise another point of order?
Dr WELLS-Mr Speaker, I take exception to the Premier's ex cathedra statement. The
Premier is making broad statements suggesting that the Opposition has a policy of which
I have seen no proof, and I take exception to the Premier's statements about equal
opportunity.
The SPEAKER-Order! The honourable member for Dromana is not raising a point
of order, he is making a personal explanation and is out of order.
Mr CAIN (Premier)-The Public Service Board report to which I made reference earlier
recommended that Victorian statutory authorities employing more than 100 staff should
undertake equal opportunity action for women, and that those plans should be submitted
annually to the Government.
It also recommended that equal employment opportunity guidelines should be developed
and provided, by way of progress reports, to the persons who were making suggestions to
them.
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I understand the honourable member for Mildura and the National Party believe women
should stick to making scones. The National Party does not want to redress the balance.
The National Party knows that women make good scones, and that is where the National
Party sees them.
I commend Senator Peter Baume, who has made his views clear. I again point to the
great difficulty that the opposition parties have in giving any appearance of being cohesive
about any policies that matter-it is obvious they are not.
An Honourable Member-Rubbish!
Mr CAIN-You say it is rubbish, but you tell me what your party's policy is on equal
opportunity in the public sector! The Leader of the Opposition has said that it is patronising.
The National Party does not like it either. Tell the Government what your policy is!
Mr WHITING (Mildura)-Mr Speaker, I raise a point of order. As you are well aware,
Standing Order No. 127 states that answers to questions shall not be debated. The Premier
is seeking to debate this matter and is obviously out of order.
The SPEAKER-Order! I uphold the point of order. The Premier finished his answer
to the question by debating the subject, but he sat down before I could pull him up.

YARRA RIVER RAILW AY BRIDGE
Mr PLOWMAN (Evelyn)-Why has the Minister for Transport broken his promise to
the National Trust of Australia (Victoria) that the traditional railway link from the southern
suburbs to Flinders Street-the Yarra River railway bridge-will be maintained and
handed over to the Ministry for Planning and Environment for incorporation into the
Southbank project?
Mr ROPER (Minister for Transport)-I appreciate the question asked by the honourable
member because I recognise that the Liberal Party has supported the conversion of the
Port Melbourne and St Kilda railway lines to a cheaper light rail alternative. When the
original announcement was made concerning the future of the bridge, the Government
made it clear to all interested parties that the Ministry of Transport would hand over that
bridge and the area leading to it to the Ministry for Planning and Environment. That is
still the intention of the Government once the bridge ceases to be used for rail purposes.
It will then be a matter for the Ministry for Planning and Environment to ensure that
whatever actions it considers appropriate are taken for the bridge and the area leading to
it.

REGIONALISATION OF RURAL WATER COMMISSION
Mr STEGGALL (Swan Hill)-What action has the Minister for Water Resources taken
to address the embarrassing situation created in the Rural Water Commission because of
its regionalisation program? That program is in chaos; the morale of the commission staff
is at an all-time low; there is a complete lack of direction from the Minister to water
bailiffs; and a general state of confusion and unrest exists throughout the commission.
Mr McCUTCHEON (Minister for Water Resources)-I do not appreciate the
honourable member's description of the state. of the Rural Water Commission because it
is not true or accurate.
It was announced last year that regionalisation would take place in the commission.
Since then regional managers have been appointed who, I believe, are a fine group of
managers and they have the confidence of the rural community.

The commision is currently allocating staff to regional offices and is planning the full
process of regionalisation.

Questions without Notice

26 March 1987

ASSEMBLY

859

That program is under control. All matters have been dealt with by the board of
management and the commission. The process will not happen overnight but will be
phased in over a period when the appropriate appointments have been made.
I do not know what the honourable member is talking about. If he is attempting to stir
up antagonism toward the regionalisation project I advise him that he is too late. It would
be better if he were involved in supporting the cooperation of rural communities so that
the many benefits of regionalisation are conveyed to them.
Those benefits include a target of some $5 million savings in recurrent expenditure; the
bringing of decision making from head office out to the regions and closer to the people
involved; and a general improvement in the operation of the Rural Water Commission.
Those aims are laudable and will be achieved by the Government, but they require the
support of the community. The National Party, especially, should support that program.

SECURITY OF LATE NIGHT PASSENGER SERVICES
Mr GAVIN (Coburg)-Can the Minister for Transport advise the House of steps being
taken to improve security on late night metropolitan passenger services?
Mr ROPER (Minister for Transport)-I thank the honourable memper for his question
because I know he is extremely concerned about the problem.s faced by both passengers
and staff in this area. The Government is concerned about passenger security not only in
metropolitan Melbourne but also in country Victoria.
A significant improvement in security of passengers has already occurred. I have been
concerned about passenger and staff safety for some time. I established a committee to
review the safety of passengers, and that committee has recommended to me that the
Government should ensure that both drivers and guards have access to portable radios so
that they can communicate with Metrol-the Metropolitan Train Control Centre-which
will cost the Government some $400 000.
Despite what the Opposition might say, these various measures certainly cost money, if
one is to provide the desired level of security.
The need for this security was demonstrated last week when a guard was seriously
inj ured by a mob of what can only be described as hooligans, causing the man significant
personal injury.

Many other measures are being taken to improve security. For instance, the automatic
vehicle monitoring system already has more than 400 vehIcles connected to it, not only
for bus and tram running purposes but also for security purposes.
At a cost of approximately $150 000, 85 portable radios are being made available for
tram services that are not connected to automatic vehicle monitoring. The cost of the
radios is justified because of the complicated requirements they will have to meet.
In each of those instances, substantial expenditure is required to protect adequately the
Victorian public-$1 0 million for the automatic vehicle monitoring system, $400 000 for
train radios and some $150 000 for tram radios. Already, many of the Hitachi trains are
connected to Metrol. If these services are to be provided, money must be spent. The
people of Victoria are receiving value for money because they are getting improved train
security.

SALE OF PUBLIC HOUSING LAND
Ms SIBREE (Kew)-I address my question to the Minister for Housing, although I
think the honourable member for St Albans will also be interested.
Why did the Minister sell 24 blocks of urgently required public housing land at St
Albans on 14 March, by auction, and why is the $819 000 worth of proceeds being returned
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to the Department of Management and Budget rather than being devoted to reducing the
record high public housing waiting lists?

Mr WILKES (Minister for Housing)-The reason for the Ministry selling 24 blocks at
St Albans was that its policy of integration of public and private housing suggested it buy
or build on one block in eight and the land in question was surplus to the requirements of
the Ministry.
For that reason, the blocks were sold on the open market at slightly more than ValuerGeneral's valuation and, so far as I know, the returns from that sale go into the revolving
fund of the Ministry.

GAS TARIFFS
Mr SEITZ (Keilor)-Can the Minister for Industry, Technolo~y and Resources inform
the House of the steps being taken by the Government to minimIse tariffs for commercial
and industrial users of gas in Victoria?
Mr FORDHAM (Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources)-As Opposition
members should be aware, our large industrial and commercial consumers of gas on
contract are required to be notified by 31 March of the new tariff arrangements to apply
from the following I July; that is, the tarifffor 1987-88.
I am pleased to be able to inform the House-and, of course, those consumers-that
the Government has been able to restrain the increase in those tariffs for 1987-88 to an
average of only 4·8 per cent. That is a significant step that has been implemented by the
Government. In fact, the tariff increases will range from as low as 1·5 per cent for some of
the large contract customers on interruptable gas contracts to a maximum of 5·9 per cent
for these important categories of gas customers in Victoria.
Although this particular tariff is not within the prices peg referred to earlier by my
colleague, the Minister for Labour, it does demonstrate the continuing commitment of the
Victorian Government to restrain gas prices in the interests of the community as a whole.
This is now the fourth consecutive year in which the Government has held increases in
these large industrial and commercial gas prices substantially below increases in the
consumer price index. I am· pleased with the response and recognition that we have
received from Victorian industry and commerce as a result of what I believe honourable
members on all sides of the House will regard as a commendable effort and a significant
endeavour by the Victorian Government.
This demonstrates the Government's continuing endeavours to ensure that Victorian
industry is highly competitive, both in terms of the rest of the country and in terms of
world trade.
Employer organisations as well as individual companies have given public recognition
to the Government's record in the past and I have no doubt, when this good news is
formally announced later today, those groups will once again support the admirable effort
made by the Government.

CHIEF COMMISSIONER OF POLICE
Mr CROZIER (Portland)-I ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services whether
it is a fact that a police board will replace the position of the Chief Commissioner of Police
and that Mr Selby will head that board?
Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and Emergency Services)-The question from the
honourable member reflects faithfully the level of fantasy with which honourable members
opposite and their Federal counterparts have become preoccupied over recent times. I can
give the honourable member a categorical assurance that neither proposal has received
any consideration from the Government.
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ELECTRICITY STRIKE
Mr McNAMARA (Benalla)-I refer the Minister for Labour to the aborted threat by
members of the Federated Engine Drivers and Firemen's Association of Australia to stop
power generation in support of the nurses strike in Gippsland. Is the Minister aware of the
widespread concern in the Latrobe Valley that the association's members were being asked
to give up a day's pay in the sectional interest of a few union officials? Given that of the
twelve elected union officials-The SPEAKER-Order! The honourable member for Benalla is making a speech and I
ask him to ask his question.
Mr McNAMARA-Is the Minister aware of the widespread concern in the Latrobe
Valley, given that the Federated Engine Drivers and Firemen's Association members are
being asked to give up a day's pay particularly because seven of the twelve elected officials
have wives who are nurses?
Mr CRABB (Minister for Labour)-One would almost believe the honourable member
had that question ready and that he has not woken up to the fact that there is not going to
be a power strike. The fact is that I have been in negotiation and there will not be a power
strike on Friday.

TENNIS PROGRAMS FOR DISABLED CHILDREN
Mrs RA Y (Box Hill)-Will the Minister for Sport and Recreation advise the House on
programs for tennis and other sports areas for the young intellectually disabled and other
socially disadvantaged young people? What steps is he taking to promote those programs?
Mr TREZISE (Minister for Sport and Recreation)-I thank the honourable member
for her question. There is no doubt that tennis is growing in popularity largely because of
the wide television coverage it has been given in recent years.
It is also true to say that it is a sport that some youngsters are often able to take part in,
particularly those with a great love for the sport, because of their personal circumstances.
Therefore, I pay credit to the Oz Tennis Foundation. It was formed approximately three
years ago by a group of citizens including Paul McNamee, a great professional tennis
player who is prepared to give much of his time and energy in an honorary capacity to
help these young people to be able to play tennis.

The foundation was formed to help youngsters, especially those from disadvantaged
families, whether they be unemployed, from high rise units in inner Melbourne or singleparent families.
The foundation has been backed by funding of $120 000 a year from funds provided by
the Shell Company of Australia Ltd, the Department of Sport and Recreation and the
Federal Government. To date it has helped more than 4000 youngsters enjoy playing
tennis.
In the past few weeks, the scheme has been extended into the field of the intellectually
handicapped to help them to play their own version of tennis, even though one does not
expect them to become Davis Cup players. However, it is nice to know that the intellectually
disabled have been brought into the ambit of this sport.
Those who have backed the Oz Tennis Foundation, namely, the Shell company and the
ANZ Trustees executive under the chairmanship of Mr Vince Kiss, have done a sterling
job in the interest of the community.
I pay tribute to Paul McNamee, a man who has given so much to the tennis world over
many years and who is now prepared to put so much time and effort into helping these
youngsters.
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PETITION
The Clerk-I have received the following petition for presentation to Parliament:

Library funding
To THE HONOURABLE THE SPEAKER AND MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY IN PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED:
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the State of Victoria sheweth that the proposed cuts of $2
million t9 public library funding in the 1987-88 and again in the 1988-89 financial years will have catastrophic
effects on the services provided by the already under-funded public libraries.
Your petitioners therefore pray that the Government reverse this decision and return to the stated ALP policy
qf 50: 50 funding of public libraries between State and local government.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound will ever pray.

By Dr Wells (659 signatures)
It was ordered that the petition be laid on the table.

PAPERS
The following papers, pursuant to the directions of several Acts of Parliament, were laid
on the table by the Clerk:
Library Council of Victoria-Report and statement of accounts for the year 1985-86.
Town and Country Planning Act 1961:
Horsham-City of Horsham Planning Scheme 1982, Amendment No. 105.
Lillydale-Shire of Lillydale Planning Scheme 1958, Amendment No. 203.

PLANNING APPEALS (AMENDMENT) BILL
This Bill was returned from the Council with a message relating to amendments.
It was ordered that the message be taken into consideration next day.

ADJOURNMENT
Mr FORDHAM (Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources)-I move:
That the House, at its rising, adjourn until Tuesday, April 7.

That is to set the approptjate sitting days as previously arranged.
The motion was agreed to.

WORKCARE AND ACCIDENT COMPENSATION COMMISSION
Mr McNAMARA (Benalla)-I move:
That this House condemns the Government for the many deficiencies in the administration and operation of
WorkCare and the Accident Compensation Commission and views with particular alann-(a) delays in payment:
(b) the lack of supervision of fraudulent claims; (c) the future cost of the scheme; (d) the lack of incentive to
resume work;,(e) the excessive level of benefits; (j) the ineffectiveness of rehabilitation; (g) general administration
difficulties; and (h) failure to make adequate financial arrangements with the Commonwealth Government.

It is now almost ei8hteen months since the establishment of WorkCare and the Accident
Compensation Commission. Honourable members and the community will recall the
circumstances under which the WorkCare legislation was introduced. The legislation
passed through both Houses of Parliament during the period when one of the Nunawading
Province seats in the Upper House was vacant. It was an excellent example of the type of
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legislation that would be passed through Parliament if the Government had control of
both Chambers. This legislation will be the millstone around the neck of the Government.
The WorkCare legislation is a prime example of five years of total neglect and financial
mismanagement. It will be a burden on industry in Victoria, so that it cannot compete
with industry in other States.
The Accident Compensation Act amended the Workers Compensation Act, the
Occupational Health and Safety Act and the Dangerous Goods Act. The Government
drew together those three pieces of legislation as a package to reform deficiencies that
existed in workers compensation, many of which the National and Liberal parties freely
acknowledged.
The opposition parties hoped the legislation would ensure financial accountability, that
schemes were fully funded and that not only would the genuinely injured workers be better
off, but also that employers would be protected from cases of obvious fraud. However,
over that period of almost eighteen months since the legislation was passed, a massive
escalation of fraud has occurred. Workers compensation problems have gone from bad to
worse. WorkCare is now freely recognised as a threat to the viability of industry in
Victoria. Industry groups have indicated that the textile, clothing and footwear industries,
in particular, are under threat of being totally destroyed by the effects of WorkCare. Almost
61 000 jobs are provided in those three industries.
Numerous examples have occurred of constant disruption caused by the implementation
of WorkCare: disruption of production in industry; additional costs being imposed on
industry because of the requirement to train replacement staff; tremendous administrative
difficulties and so on. A factory with approximately 50 to 60 employees is required to
employ additional staff to handle the extra clerical work.
A destabilisation in attitudinal changes has occurred. WorkCare has taken over as a
supplement to welfare benefits, and that must be stopped. WorkCare is seen as a legitimate
and automatic alternative to other means of welfare. It has had an effect on the growth of
industry and, in fact, many industries that had planned to expand are now seriously
reconsidering their expansion plans.
The Australian Chamber of Manufactures informed me that it has considerable evidence
of industries curtailing expansion programs and even of industries considering moving
interstate, because of a more favourable accident compensation situation.
When the Accident Compensation Commission began operations, a positive
advertisement was initiated, "WorkCare-We Care". The National Party supports that
philosophy. There are many genuine cases of accident victims who have to be treated
humanely and with considerable confidence by those in official positions.
WorkCare has been operating for more than twelve months and, due to the
administration of the scheme, it appears that "no-one cares about work". The only thing
WorkCare provides is an easy benefit, given without supervision. An attitude exists in the
community that if one cannot work or does not want to work, regardless of the cause, one
is entitled to WorkCare benefits. Employers have to foot the bill for that unfortunate
attitude.
As I mentioned, WorkCare has become the preferred alternative to claiming welfare
benefits. The honourable member for Hawthorn has detailed some instances in that
regard. People are viewing WorkCare as the easy option, and there will always be charlatans
who will seek an easy way to pick up benefits.
Some two years ago I had a discussion about a block of flats comprising 30 units. I was
informed that all the people occupying the flats were recipients of some type of welfare
benefit. I assumed that they were receiving unemployment benefits but I was told that
they were all invalid pensioners. Limited supervision is given to the payment of invalid
pensions and the money provided is more than one receives from unemployment benefits.
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People who abused that scheme are now waking up to the fact that WorkCare is in the
same category and that it is the easy option. If the Treasurer were to ask the people who
administer the WorkCare scheme how it is proceeding, he would learn that it is being used
as the easy option for people who want to cheat the system.
The crazy situation now exists where people receiving WorkCare benefits can be receiving
more money through that process than what they would earn if they were working. When
the scheme was introduced, the Treasurer indicated that an injured worker would receive
80 per cent of his or her pre-injury earnings. The Treasurer reasoned that 20 per cent of
one's earnings would normally be spent on transport fares, specific clothing one may need
for a job, lunches and so on. The current situation is ridiculous and it will only become
worse when the increases to WorkCare benefits are restructured.
Making a WorkCare claim has become a handy form of compensation for people who
may have suffered injuries during the weekend that are not related to work. The scheme is
also frequently used for soft tissue injury claims. I have great sympathy for people who
have genuine injuries, but it is extremely difficult, as honourable members are aware, to
determine whether such an injury is genuine. When the House debated the third-party
insurance premiums legislation, honourable members heard many examples of soft tissue
injuries, especially whiplash.
Evidence suggests that WorkCare benefits are being paid to people who are exhibiting
symptoms of the ageing process. That is obviously not work-related and such claims
should never be passed.
Mr Jolly-Give me specifics!
Mr McNAMARA-I have given plenty of specifics and I shall give a lot more. The
Treasurer should be concerned about what is happening to the finances of the State; he
should be counting the money.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Kirkwood)-Order! The honourable member for Benalla
should debate through the Chair.
Mr McNAMARA-Mr Acting Speaker, the Treasurer should accept much more
responsibility in this important area. WorkCare is costing Victoria hundreds of millions
of dollars. It is not chickenfeed! The Treasurer is the master of the scheme, which is going
down the gurgler under his supervision.
Fraud is one of the major areas of concern in the administration of WorkCare. There is
a total lack of supervision of fraudulent claims. Before WorkCare was introduced, the
Treasurer came down heavily on the side of supervision of fraudulent claims and
compulsory rehabilitation for injured people. The Trades Hall Council stepped in and
gave the Treasurer his marching orders. In fact, the council tells most Ministers what they
should do. It said that it would not accept compulsory rehabilitation and that an openslather situation should reign.
It is now easier to obtain workers compensation benefits through the WorkCare scheme.
It has become the alternative to sick leave and maternity leave. Often it is the excuse for
the long weekend, an extra holiday or the lack of annual leave benefits in a particular
award.
An increasing trend is the establishment of dubious records of injuries. For example, a
worker may take one day off with the excuse that he has a bad back. He may do this a few
more times because it is not necessary to produce a medical certificate for one day off on
sick leave. However, the record of injury is established. At a later date the worker can
claim that the injury has been aggravated or has recurred. If this worker were to take his
claim to the Accident Compensation Commission, he would have no trouble being awarded
a WorkCare pension.
I have been given examples of threats that have been used against employers and others
to gain compensation under WorkCare. The scheme is used to demand particular benefits
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in the workplace. A person who wishes to be given a particular job in, say, a factory, will
often threaten to claim compensation unless he is given that duty. Often for the sake of
peace and quiet the employer will give way to the demands because he knows that the
odds are stacked against his winning the case before the commission.
I have ample evidence of shop stewards using workers compensation as a leverage to
achieve particular conditions in the workplace. One of the most outstanding instances was
outlined to the House yesterday in a letter read by the honourable member for Hawthorn
explaining that a particular man was prepared to drop a workers compensation claim, if
he were given a trip to Queensland.
Apparently, if this person had gone to the Gold Coast, where he could prance around
on the beach and swim in the ocean, all his back troubles would have disappeared. This is
the way the system is operating; it is a system of easy rorts. People will always abuse the
welfare system.
Those who wish to defraud the welfare system gravitate towards the scheme that is the
easiest to cheat. Ifa Government intends to crack down on the abuse of the unemployment
benefits system or single-parent pensions, defrauders will use the WorkCare system, which,
at present, is the easiest to abuse. Over the years there has been ample eVIdence of this
sort of practice.
I have been given examples where both spouses have WorkCare claims and each is
claiming the other as a dependant. The scheme lacks supervision. The honourable member
for Warmambool pointed out that some people are able to travel the world on WorkCare
pensions. They may not be able to travel the world, but some people are able to return to
their countries of origin and take their pensions with them.
Victoria has already negotiated a reciprocal agreement with Italy and it is considering
similar arrangements with other countries. I cannot fathom the reason why the Government
is considering this.
WorkCare pensions have increased. With the indexation of benefits, the 80 per cent
ceiling on increases in WorkCare pensions has gone out the window. All honourable
members know that wages are adjusted to a discounted consumer price index and that
they are being pegged. That affects everyone in the workplace.
If one is receivin$ WorkCare benefits, one finds they are increased according to the
average weekly earnIngs and are not pegged to any increase in the consumer price index.
It is ridiculous that WorkCare benefits can increase to a sum in excess of what an injured
worker received prior to sustaining an injury.
Along with the WorkCare pension, an injured worker can claim for a dependant, in the
case of a child and a spouse. That claim is for approximately $78 on top of the normal
benefit. It would not be hard to earn more than one was earning prior to injury and,
therefore, one would have to be a fool to return to work. No wonder people are reluctant
to undertake rehabilitation.
The system does not demand that claims of injuries by workers be checked by
independent doctors. Family doctors are saying that they must accept the injuries of
patients on trust. This is placing an enormous amount of pressure on family doctors;
independent doctors should assess WorkCare claims.
It is fair to say that repetitive strain injury claims are almost automatically accepted.
The Government should take a firmer stand against these claims, in line with the stance
adopted by the Commonwealth Government in a recent case against it by an employee of
the Australian Taxation Office. The Commonwealth Government achieved a favourable
result. The State Government should put a break on some of the claims that could be
contested.
I have been given numerous examples of so-called sympathetic doctors. The medical
profession has much to answer for. Medical certificates are issued virtually on request.
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The smarties gravitate towards these doctors. I have some examples of medical and
paramedical professionals actively encouraging people to apply for workers compensation.
The system was not intended to operate that way; it was supposed to assist people who
had genuinely been injured.
If the system is allowed to run riot, as it is at present, sympathy for workers who have
suffered genuine injuries will slip away. The Treasurer has responsibility to introduce
some of the reforms that are necessary to make the system work properly. He has failed to
act.
Rehabilitation has been a dismal failure; only 3000 out of 150 000 injured workers have
been referred for rehabilitation.
Mr Jolly interjected.
Mr McNAMARA-The Labor Government was supposed to solve those problems. It
was put in the hands of the Labor Government. The National Party is not saying that the
previous system was perfect. As I acknowledged at the beginning of my remarks, the
previous system had many deficiencies. However, when the Labor Government introduced
the scheme it did not address major problems. The Labor Government did not introduce
any form of compulsion to force people to undertake rehabilitation when it was considered
necessary.
The Treasurer knows that, before the Bill was introduced, he was a strong advocate for
accountability, to ensure that people would take a test and be supervised to make sure
they undertook rehabilitation. However, he buckled under when the pressure was on. The
loonies of the left said, "No way-this is the best thing since sliced bread; you can't get us
off it once we are on; whether we are better or not we will cop that pension sweetly".
I suppose the Treasurer has preselection panels to face. I do not know what pressure
was put on the Treasurer as an individual, but I thought he was a man of some backbone
who recognised that, as the Treasurer of this State, he has responsibility not only to the
Trades Hall Council but also to every Victorian taxpayer. That is what it comes down to
and that is why he was appointed Treasurer of this State. He was elected to represent not
only the interests of the Trades Hall Council and a few faceless men in that organisation,
but also the interests of every Victorian. It is the Victorian community that will be bled
dry. The Victorian community will have to foot the bill and cope with the mismanagement
of the Treasurer. It is the Victorian community that will hold the Treasurer and the Labor
Government to account in less than two years' time. I am confident of the result; we will
see some reforms.
As I said, only 3000 employees have been referred for rehabilitation. The annual report
of the Accident Compensation Commission does not say how many of those 3000
employees actually went along to receive rehabilitation. Did they receive rehabilitation?
There is no compulsion for them to receive rehabilitation; they can only be referred for
rehabilitation. Did 100, 300 or the entire 3000 workers receive rehabilitation? As I said,
only 3000 employees out of a total 150 000 injured employees were referred for
rehabilitation. That means that less than 2 per cent of employees were referred for
rehabilitation. Obviously something is radically wrong with the system and it is becoming
a major concern to the entire Victorian community.
As I said, employees can refuse to undertake rehabilitation. How ridiculous is that?
Employees can receive the pension and refuse rehabilitation. Surely if a doctor or
. rehabilitation officer within the Accident Compensation Commission believes there is
scope for an employee to be rehabilitated, and that employee refuses, some provision
should be available to discontinue the WorkCare pension so that it does not become just
another freebie. That is how the present system operates.
Employees can also refuse to undertake light duties. A factory manager can make light
duties available, but employees can refuse to undertake them. I was told recently of an
instance where an injured worker was offered, as work, light duties undertaken by people
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from a sheltered workshop. Apparently the duties were not light enough and the employee
refused to carry them out. However, those light duties were good enough for the people in
a sheltered workshop to undertake.
Unions and solicitors are notorious for shopping around for sympathetic doctors and
rehabilitation centres. That has created all sorts of problems. A further major problem is
that claims agents are not involved and there is no incentive for them to defend, refuse or
terminate claims. Surely a basic principle should be accountability. Any form' of
Government administration should be accountable to the community. However, in the
case of Work Care there is none. No one wants to pick up the ball and run with it; everyone
wants to pass it on to someone else. The buck stops here. Little Rob, is the one who has
the responsibility.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Kirkwood}-Order! The honourable member for Benalla
should address the Treasurer, by his correct title.
Mr McNAMARA-The Treasurer is the person who must be accountable to the
community. He can sit back and smile and say, "It is not my worry; it is the taxpayers'
money; what is a couple of hundred million dollars here or there-we will make it up by
raising taxes". The Treasurer could not run a chook raffle.
The National Party is concerned about the entire administration of WorkCare. The
delays in the system are killing employers because they have to foot the bill. When an
employee goes out on WorkCare, if the employer is not reimbursed it does not mean the
pension stops; the WorkCare pension continues to be paid and the employer has to wait
until WorkCare reimburses him.
. .
I have heard of instances where delays of between two to five months have occurred.
The employer has to cop it sweet. He has to outlay money on which he receives no interest.
There have been instances in some factories where up to one-third of the factory work
force is off the job -on WorkCare claims. The situation is especially bad in certain suburbs
in the metropolitan area. I think some ethnic communities are obviously concerned about
what is happening in this respect.
.
Can honourable members imagine the predicament of a business when one-third of its
work force is off the job and it has to pay WorkCare benefits for a substantial proportion
of those cases and then it faces delays of five months for reimbursement of five months'
payment of benefits? An employer does not receive any interest on that money. If an
employer decides that he can no longer afford to pay the benefit and ceases to pay it,
WorkCare will bill the employer for the amount plus 20 per cent interest. However, the
employer does not receive 20 per cent interest on the delays in reimbursement.
The funds required to meet this year's claims, according to the annual report of the
commission, are $717 million for a ten-month period. The funds required to meet the
claims in a full twelve-month period are $860 million. On top of that another $65 million
has already been paid. The WorkCare bill is already up to $925 million-and that is only
in the first year.
If what employers are saying to the honourable member for Hawthorn and me is
correct-and I have no doubt that it is correct-delays in the system are amounting to a
minimum of two months and up to five months. This means employers are actin$ as the
bankers of the Government to the tune of $300 million to $400 million. That is Interest
free money! What a benefit! How does one get on that gravy train? The Treasurer is really
doing a lot for small business! He has small business financing Government to the 'tune 'of
$300 million to $400 million. God help us when the figure blows out-as it certainly will
'..
.
do. That is the real concern of the National Party.
I shall provide honourable members with a run-down on some of the activities in which
WorkCare has been involved. It is pretty good at throwing away the money of employers.
WorkCare donated $40 000 to promote a few concerts for radio station 3MP. How does
one follow that? It was-to be a bit of advertising for WorkCare-as if WorkCare ~eeds the
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business! It is going down the tube now. It is a bit like running advertisements for the
Australian Taxation Office so that it can receive more business. It is like advertising for
Pentridge Prison. Why not play a few commercials?
Mr Jolly-You do not understand the system.
Mr McNAMARA-I am glad I do not understand the system, but there is very little
that the Treasurer understands. I thought the honourable gentleman had had some training
in economics. The National Party's estimation of the Treasurer has sunk to the floor.
I do not know whether his colleagues in this place are worried that he is the fellow in
charge of the finances of this State. He has never operated a business in his life, and he is
now running the biggest business in this State and is rapidly sending it broke.
The slogan, "Take it easy with 3MP" takes on a new meaning; the Treasurer is really
saying, "Take it easy with the employers' $400 million". How we can afford that is
anyone's guess.
Not long ago the Premier made some comments-I will not use the exact language he
used, because it revolted me-when he attacked John Elliott who had said that one cannot
get ahead in business in this country because of the difficulties caused by Labor
Governments; that, to get out and have a go, one had to invest on the world market.
For those comments, the Premier slated him; he called him everything. The Premier
said that Mr Elliott was disloyal to the country and used every adjective possible, including
some foul language which I shall not repeat to the House.
Shortly thereafter an article appeared in the press with the headline, "Cain red-faced
over compo". Why was the Premier red-faced? He was embarrassed because some 20 per
cent of the funds from WorkCare had been invested overseas! He has been channelling
the money overseas-he will go for a quick buck. Some $70 million of WorkCare funds
have been invested overseas. That is unbelievable. Yet, the Premier is criticising everyone
else. That is certainly the pot calling the kettle black!
The Premier attacked the Federal Treasurer of the Liberal Party, John Elliott, for
investing overseas and "ratting" on Australia. Who is the biggest rat of all? That is
absolutely disgraceful. The Treasurer and the Premier are hand in glove, channelling the
money overseas, and they cannot get it out fast enough; but everyone else who does so is
described as ratting on the country, whereas they are making sensible investments overseas!
Earlier I was asked to give some examples of WorkCare claims. I shall not mention the
names of the people involved, but the first case to which I refer involves a worker who
claimed that a rack off a conveyor rail had dislodged and hit her on the left shoulder
causing bruising. The claim was disputed and subsequently referred to the Accident
Compensation Commission. The tribunal ruled in the worker's favour on a technicality,
because, it said, the witnesses in their statements did not clearly state that they did not see
the rack hit her.
The statement of the witnesses was as follows:
We the undersigned witnessed the accident on 1st July 1986 at 9.45 a.m. where ... knocked a rack off the
conveyor system at Crestknit Aywon, 590 High St, Thombury.
We witnessed the rack falling to the floor but did not witness the rack contacting ... on the left shoulder.

The tribunal said that, because the witnesses did not clearly state that the worker was not
hit-Mr Jolly interjected.
Mr McNAMARA-They obviously said that she was not hit; it was clear, but she is on
accident compensation.
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Another interesting case involved one municipality's request regarding WorkCare
payments to school crossing supervisors. This is one of the best cases. The letter from the
council states:
The council requests that you discuss with the Ministers responsible for "WorkCare" and the administration
ofthe "school crossing supervisors' scheme", the possibility of the State Government accepting total responsibility
for "WorkCare" contributions for school crossing supervisors.
Recently the ... has found itself with a "WorkCare" claim from a school crossing supervisor who normally
received payment for 10 hours work each week.
The supervisor's claim has resulted in "WorkCare" approving payment for a full 38 hour week-and not just
for the period of 10 hours.
Naturally the supervisor cannot believe his good fortune at the generosity from "WorkCare", as he is now
effectively 5 to 6 times better off with the "WorkCare" payments than when he was required to work 10 hours
each week. Moreover, there is little incentive for the supervisor to become well enough to resume normal school
crossing duties!
You can appreciate the delight of the supervisor when he found out that he would also receive full 38 hour
each week payment throughout the 6-7 weeks that the schools were closed for the Christmas-New Year vacation.

So he received the payment throughout the holidays, when he would not have been
working anyway. This is just too good!
The matter was referred to the Premier, but we have heard nothing from him. The
council has not heard anything from the Premier, and the Treasurer has said nothing
about the matter. The rorts are too good. It is magic; people cannot have it better.
Another case relates to a repetition strain injury claim involving a person who
commenced work in June 1985 and left in October 1985-after four months' employment.
The case history states:
Employee is typical of young unmotivated girls who register a claim and slowly transfer their workers
compensation rights into unlimited sick pay. Note the regular short term absences.

In another case, an employee who had worked for seven months has been off since October
1985 and has had her husband going to collect her pay since early 1986. It appears that
nothing is being done to reduce or terminate payments.
In the case of another employee who had commenced work on 1 July 1985 on a bartack
machine, a compensation claim was made after ceasing work on 28 October 1985.
Therefore, she had worked for about four months. A little more than eight months later,
she had a baby. She has been on rehabilitation and has been receiving benefits during that
period. Work has been offered to her through the Northern Region Rehabilitation Centre,
and she did not even reply to that offer. That employee is still on benefits.
Another lady attended work bruised and told both her supervisor and the occupational
health nurse that her husband hadjumped on her forearms. She later claimed compensation.
The job that she performed for two months was later classified as light duties. She now
receives weekly payments in excess of her previous pay. It is too good to believe, is it not?
In another case, an employee claimed for a single day's absence late in August. This is a
case of one-day absences building into a recurrent claim. The claims administration agent
accepted the claim for that one day without medical certificates or investigation, even
though the claim was denied by the employer. Later the employee left; the claim was
accepted as a continuation of the prior claim and payments commenced. The doctor
involved in this case is apparently facing charges relating to Motor Accidents Board
claims, but the person in question is still receiving the benefits, even though it seems
obvious that the certificates could have been a bit "dodgy".
Another case relates to the incidence of varicose veins and pains in the right shoulder
and arm. This probably explains the use of the WorkCare system as a protest against a job
change where the person concerned was receiving a bonus of$140 a week because she was
using a machine with an automatic cutter rather than a manual machine.
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When the difference was discovered, the employee's doctor telephoned to say that
varicose veins were not work related, but the employee insisted on claiming. Eventually a
conciliator was found for the employee. The woman demonstrated a reluctance to return
to work but eventually did so, and within three days she claimed repetition strain injuryknown as RSI-whiCh she had never suffered before. She has been off work and receiving
weekly payments ever since, apart for three days in July 1986, and is still receiving benefits.
It would be fair to say that anybody who has decided to abuse the system can do so very
easily.
Another case concerns a lady who attended three doctors in Wangaratta, all of whom
refused to issue her with a medical certificate. They reported their refusal to the occupational
health nurse, but the woman went to a doctor in Myrtleford and obtained a medical
certific3;te. She is now receiving benefits and is also attempting to obtain a lump sum.
Another problem arises from difficulties other than claims for injury prolonging absence
from work. I have been told of a woman who worked for one month before suffering from
RSI. After episodes of hysteria at work it proved impossible to encourage her to return to
the' work' force. Eventually her beriefits will be stopped. However, due to Accident
Compensation Commission and claims administration agents' inefficiency the payments
will carry on for many months.
Another case involves a woman to whom benefits were denied because the claim was
not consistent with her job. The problem was serious and the claims administration agent
accepted the claim, which involved an injury to her feet. In September she was admitted
to SrVincent's Hospital with hydrocephalus, a medical term for water on the brain. A
certificate was produced and sent with a letter to the agents and they are now investigating
the medic~l report~ No action has been instigated to cease payments under section 4 (2).
Approximately'$8000 has been paid out on the claim although in no way was the injury
aggr~vate~ by work.
'
Another example concerns a woman who uses workers compensation as a lever and as
an escape. She is being treated at the Northern Regional Rehabilitation Centre. She has
worked 4 hours a day in the staffshop since June and there has been no attempt to increase
that by the staff at the centre, although'they say that they will try to move her on to
something el~e or increase her working hours.
Another case involves an employee who is one of the smarties in the workplace who
advises on various rorts and schemes for other employees to get on to. Again, the system
~as become'too good and too easy to jump on to.
Another instance concerns a claim made eighteen years ago. The employer accepted
that there had been a deterioration in the person's condition. The person waited until the
new system came intooperatiori and under the new Act is receiving $409 a week, $123
more than the person was receiving when in the work force. There is no incentive for that
person to return to work.
'
Another instance is 'a claim where a person had a back injury approximately six years
ago. That person is now receiving workers compensation payments and is not working. It
is interesting to note that it is apparently a family show, because the mother and father are
receiving worker~ compensation.
'

also

, AnotheI" employee suffered severe back injury in 1980. He is receiving payments of$430
a week under WorkCare and is also suing for $100 000 under the old Act. He wants it both
ways. Rehabilitation has been suggested to him but he has refused. This is the area in
which the Treasurer has to tighten up the scheme. The medical profession is saying that
people need rehabilitation, but employees take the view that they will get on the gravy
train. That is why we need to change the system. The wife of the gentleman concerned is
also receiving workers compensation.
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Another instance involves an employee who has refused rehabilitation and whose wife
is receiving compensation. The employee was instructed by a fellow employee on how
successfully to negotiate a claim. That employee seems to be of great benefit to his fellow
employees in the factory; he also had an injury to his shoulder.
The company doctor believes he is capable of work and has refused to issue medical
certificates. Unfortunately, that person went to a sympathetic doctor and obtained a
medical certificate and he is now on WorkCare benefits.
Another instance concerns denial of a claim by an employee who reported some dizziness
and a numb feeling the day before he was retrenched. That person had never had any
health problems before, but when he realised he was about to be retrenched he had this
numbness and dizziness. The family doctor was treating him for this complaint and four
months after he left his employment he had a stroke and claimed it as being work related.
He is 46 years of age and the current estimate of his claim is $140 000.
Another employee was reprimanded by a supervisor for careless work. The next day he
produced a medical certificate stating that he was suffering from stress. He was off work
for four months and the cost of the claim to date is $4000.
Yet another claim was made by a worker who had a hiatus hernia. Liability was
originally denied but since that time the employee's certificates have indicated that he has
neck, back and hernia injuries.

Mr Cunningham-Will the honourable member for Benalla produce the documents to
which he is speaking?
Mr McNAMARA-I shall be happy to produce them. If the honourable member for
Derrimut would like me to incorporate them in Hansard, I shall do so, but I am trying to
avoid embarrassing the people who are abusing the system by mentioning their names. I
do not wish to identify them, but some of them live in the honourable member's electorate.
Another example is a claim for osteoarthritic gout. The employee worked for the company
for some eight months. The doctor's report stated that it would be difficult to deny that
this man's condition was aggravated by work. The Act is very clear in the case of
aggravation. One of the problems with aggravation is that it is so open ended.
A further instance involves an employee who deliberately lied in submitting his claim.
He has until recently been receiving compensation from another company as well as the
present one. The matter is now in the hands of the commission and to date the company
has paid him $12 000 as well as what he is receiving from his WorkCare claim from the
other company.
Because of his work and his position an employee who was an elected health and safety
officer was able to ascertain how easy it was to pursue a successful claim. He is currently
under investigation. The company believes his claim is not genuine. Although he returned
to work, as soon as his bonus earning capacity was reduced he immediately produced" a
medical certificate stating that he was again suffering from neck pain and was unable to
work.

Mr B. J. Evans-He was a pain in the neck!
Mr McNAMARA-The honourable member for Gippsland East is right. Some serious
concerns have been raised about the administration of WorkCare. I have a letter from
Aspin Yams Pty Ltd, which is a company employing 300 people, that states that the
greatest difficulty it has in running its business is the cost of WorkCare. The greatest
difficulty faced by that Victorian company has been brought on by the Government's
scheme. The company believes its worst problem is not competition from other
manufacturers or the need to improve its productivity significantly; the activities of the
Cain Labor Government are the worst problem facing that company.
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I am grateful to Mr McIntosh, the Managing Director of Aspin Yarns Pty Ltd for the
detailed work he has put into outlining the difficulties created by the new scheme. He has
pointed to problems that have been raised by many members of the community. There is
no financial incentive, but a disincentive, to return to work. Contact between officers
administering the WorkCare scheme and employers is at an unsatisfactory level.
The National Party has received numerous letters referring to the benefits brought about
by WorkCare. It is possible for people to receive $40 or $50 a week more under WorkCare
than they earned before suffering their injuries. Employees suffering injury can continue
to refuse rehabilitation and light work alternatives, but they are entitled to receive the full
WorkCare benefits, which are almost at the average weekly wage level. There is no way
that people will return to genuine work if such benefits are offered them.
I have a letter from the Town Clerk of the City ofKnox and it is a pity that the Minister
for Labour is not present in the Chamber. The town clerk states that 40 municipalities
have received bills for increased premiums. Honourable members have been told about
the massive savings that will be achieved by WorkCare, and that should be the case, but it
appears that the paying of as-you-go benefits rather than providing a pension is not
working. The Government must seriously re-examine the WorkCare scheme and get the
system back on the rails.
The Honourable Bill Baxter in another place received a letter from the proprietor of a
catering firm who indicated that similar difficulties were being faced by her company. I
have been informed that members of staff of this Parliament are currently receiving
WorkCare benefits. In one section of Parliament House five employees are in that category.
That leads one to Question the validity of the operation of the WorkCare scheme.
The administration of WorkCare is going from bad to worse. The annual report of the
Accident Compensation Commission details numerous deficiencies in the scheme and I
shall examine some areas of the report that should be reappraised by the Government.
I direct the attention of the Treasurer to the 1985-86 aims set out in that report and the
achievements which were recorded after ten months, when the report was published.
The report deals with the number of claims, which has been set out as some sort of
achievement. It states that the aim for the number of claims was 13·3 per 100 workers in
the first twelve months. The achieved figure was 10·7 per cent for ten months, which
adjusts to 11 per cent for twelve months. It is interesting that the rider attached to that
figure is that it does not include the allowance for claims incurred but not recorded. How
wide is that field? It is obvious that it must be far wider than the figure referred to in the
ann ual report.
The cost of claims is another area that must force the Government to hang its head in
shame. The cost of claims has gone through the roof. The aim was $3690 a claim. The
annual report does not state the cost of each claim. However, I have calculated it to be
$16 700, which is triple the cost of claims under the former scheme.
If one takes the total of benefits provided, which I mentioned earlier, and divides it by
the number of claims-and the report mentions only 55000 claims-it is obvious that
the aim of almost $3700 a claim has not been met. The report fails to take into account
the under-reporting of claims for benefits for five days or fewer. If one wishes to calculate
the average cost of claims, one must take the cost of the scheme and divide it by the
number of claims, and that amounts to $16 700 a claim. There is no way that the under"reporting of claims of five days or fewer should affect the cost of WorkCare. Claims offive
days or fewer are fully funded by the employer.

The investment rate is a brighter side of the report. The aim for return on investment
was 14 per cent but the Government achieved a commendable 27 per cent. However,
there is another rider that one has to discover in the fine print. Some 54 per cent of that
so-called 27 per cent return is unrealistic capital gains. If the sharemarket were to take a
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crash or the property market were to slip back, that gain would not exist. Again, there is a
twist in the way these areas have been presented.
The aim for administrative expenses was $47 million, including $20 million
establishment costs in the first year. Does that mean administrative expenses should be
$27 million if the establishment cost is deducted?
On the achievement side, it cost $42 million to administer the scheme over ten months
but on top of that $11 million in authorised payments was not included in costing
WorkCare, which takes the twelve-month figure to $64 million. I ask the Treasurer whether
$27 million is the cost of administrative expenses? If that is the case, actual administrative
expenses are three times the aim of the scheme.
The average levy rate for the first ten years was to be 2·4 per cent. However, 2·2 per cent
is the figure for one year. Next year a similar number of claims will be assessed, so it is
presumed that the long-term recipients of benefits will double next year. In year 3 there
will be another 50 per cent increase and in year 4 a 33 per cent increase and so on. If the
average age of an employee who has an accident is 42 years and he receives a WorkCare
pension until he is 65 years, some 23 years is involved before the benefits will reach a
peak.
Under the former scheme, after suffering an injury, people would be paid their benefits
for that year and then the whole scheme would start again the next year. I warn the
Government that twenty years down the track this scheme will be responsible for taking
Victoria down the gurgler.
The Treasurer accused the honourable member for Hawthorn, the Insurance Council of
Australia Ltd, the Australian Chamber of Manufactures and me of being Cassandras and
prophets of doom.
I urge the Treasurer to remember that Cassandra, although she was not believed, was
right. In this case the National Party was spot on. What it said eighteen months ago is now
turning out to be true. The National Party warned the Government. The Insurance
Council of Australia Ltd estimated a debt within ten years if the present premium rates
were maintained of $8000 million just on WorkCare. That amount certainly makes the
$1500 million debt from third-party insurance pale into insignificance.
The National Party told the Government time and again to be responsible and
accountable. Unfortunately, that is one thing the Government is not, and the Treasurer
will always have that fact hanging over his head because he is the architect of the scheme.
He designed the scheme and he will have to carry the can.
In its target, the Government said that the claims are to be accepted or disputed within
21 days. It said that in the first ten months, claims were accepted or disputed within
sixteen days. That was an achievement, but it is unfortunate that claims are being rushed
through with too much haste. They are not being supervised effectively. Any responsible
Government would ensure that claims are properly investigated.
With regard to rehabilitation, in twelve months only 3000 people have been referred for
rehabilitation out of 150 000 persons injured and we have no idea how many of those
people actually sought rehabilitation because there is no compulsion to do so. Applicants
can take the money and run. It is just too good. Who would look a gift-horse in the mouth?
One is reminded of the crossing supervisor at Warmambool who is receiving ten weeks
compensation for a 38-hour week when he was doing a 10-hour a week job. He is also
being paid holiday pay.
The Cooney report raised a number of areas of real concern and I remind the Treasurer
of what Mr Cooney said had to be done: he made the point that the Commonwealth
should pay the medical benefits under Medicare. We are copping the lot!
Session 1987-31
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The Government acted with undue haste in pushing the scheme through. It had only a
matter of months, with the Nunawading Province by-election looming, to pass the
draconian Bill and to use its numbers in another place. The National Party allowed the
Bill to proceed because obviously it could not amend it. Therefore, nothing in the scheme
can be blamed on National Party members. It is totally the Government's responsibility
and it is the one issue in the past five years that will drag the Government down.
Mr Cooney, who is now Senator Barney Cooney, a Labor Senator, said that the
Commonwealth should pay the medical expenses. The Treasurer said-and he has made
this statement a number of times-that ongoing discussions with the Commonwealth had
taken place. I should like to ask the Treasurer whether he could provide honourable
members with the details of those discussions because I do not believe he has had any
substantial discussions with the Commonwealth. The Commonwealth told him to go and
whistle. It said, "You put the Bill through, you did not negotiate with us before you put it
through and you can wear it."
The Commonwealth would be foolish to come out and offer him a gift now after he was
so stupid as to allow the scheme to proceed without making adequate financial arrangements
with the result that it will cost the State dearly in future.
I should like to take the Treasurer back to 1971, a time during which he was not
responsible to Government. At that time payroll tax was handed over to the States as a
growth tax. It was a quid pro quo tax. When the States received the expanded payroll tax,
in return they lost some grants that they had previously received from the Commonwealth.
A similar situation now exists with the fringe benefits tax, which is nothing more than a
payroll tax. It is paid by the employer. The Commonwealth is now sneaking back into the
payroll tax area through the fringe benefits tax. If any Government in Australia should be
gOIng to the High Court and contesting the fringe benefits tax, it is the Victorian
Government. It should use this situation as leverage, particularly with medical expenses
and Medicare, in discussions with the Federal Government.
I do not think the Minister has either the brains or the backbone to bite the bullet and
address that important issue. The Commonwealth is leading us a merry dance and we do
not have people in the Ministry with enough backbone to get out and fight for the interests
of Victorians. Other States have not let themselves be ridden over roughshod as the
Victorian Treasurer has allowed Victoria to be.
Mr Cooney also suggested amendments to the Hospitals and Charities Act 1958 to
reduce the double cost that seems to apply to Work Care patients. We all know that for a
WorkCare injury patient public hospitals charge approximately double the normal patient
charge and whether a patient's problem is WorkCare related is often the first question
asked when a person goes into hospital. As the honourable member for Hawthorn said,
we have heard many promises but seen very little action.
Mr Cooney also made clear in his report that the State should have provisions to check
medical overservicing. Within the State system there is no means of checking for medical
overservicing. The Commonwealth has some responsibility to ensure that there is no
medical overservicing in this area.
Once again I emphasise that there is absolutely no incentive for workers to return to
work. The system is bound to the premise that the compensation is too good to be true. In
many instances, the benefits notably exceed the recipient's pre-injury earnings.
I should like to raise concerns about the responsibility of the ethnic community. I hope
that some honourable members in this House will take this message back to members of
their ethnic communities because we are reaching the stage where certain ethnic groups
are becoming unemployable owing to their reputation for abusing the WorkCare system.
I hope that the leaders in the ethnic community who share my concern in this matter
will ensure that we do not continue to see the flagrant abuse of the present system.
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WorkCare is becoming an absolute disaster. The sooner we see a massive reappraisal of
the situation, the better. Mr Cooney told the Treasurer that the scheme should be fully
funded and that there would be problems with medical overservicing. He told the Treasurer
to attempt to institute some negotiations with the Commonwealth Government so that
we would not be taken to the cleaners, but the Treasurer thought he was too smart. He
said, "We will pass the Bill and sort all of that out later." Now the Commonwealth i~
laughing at us and saying, "Why should we give you anything?" In the negotiating, the
Treasurer has given it all away.
A sensible bipartisan approach to this serious issue is required, and I stress again that
there is certainly a great deal of sympathy for anyone with a genuine and legitimate claim.
The Liberal Party also acknowledges the deficiency in the system. We must ensure a good
shake-up of those administering the scheme. We need involvement from top line
administrators from the business sector who understand the industry. We should also
ensure accountability from the medical profession to get rid of the rorts in the system. The
National Party hopes the Government will take the responsible and prompt action neeqed
to reform WorkCare.

Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-I welcome the opportunity of correcting the record placed
before the House by the honourable member for Benalla in which he exhibited his own
brand of social Darwinism and his ignorance of the operation of the WorkCare scheme.
Indeed, it should be a matter of public record that the honourable member for Benalla
has raved on today about the number of people on WorkCare benefits. He said that the
system is too easy and too costly. I remind the honourable member that the two major
issues about WorkCare that have been brought to my attention by members of the National
Party related, firstly, to common law, which obviously is exceedingly costly and the
National Party has been not only a strong advocate of common law in this area but also
in the case of third-party insurance, and, secondly, the issue of medical certifi~ates.
The only representation that has been made to me on the issue of certificates is that that
provision should be extended to include chiropractors being given the opportunity of
providing the initial incapacity certificate. In other words, although the National Party
criticises the present system in this House, in its only approach to me it has made a
representation to extend the system so that a greater number of people may issue the first
certificate of treatment.
In fact, an honourable member in another place led a delegation from the Australian
Chiropractors Association on this particular point. The Liberal Party has raised this point
also.
The National Party speaks with a forked tongue when its members pontificate on this
subject and then make representations to me on matters which would give the opposite
effect.
I point out to the honourable member for Benalla and to others who have short memories
in relation to the workers compensation scheme that operated in this State prior to the
introduction of WorkCare, the unanimous opinion among employers and employees and
in their official organisations was that the old system of workers compensation in Victoria
was not only costly but also it was inefficient and inequitable.
In the context of the inequities of the old system, it was apparent that there was no
emphasis on the prevention of accidents at the workplace and there was no emphasis on
rehabilitation. These matters are the cornerstones of the new system of WorkCare.
Many employers-and I say this without exception prior to WorkCare-made strong
representations to me about the cost of the workers compensation system and that matter
was highlighted in the Cooney report. It was highlighted in the documentation that was
made available by the Victorian Government, and there was extreme concern about the
increases of labour on-costs, particularly those caused by the cost of the workers
compensation scheme. The Cooney report states:
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A survey of 100 large companies, conducted by the Australian Industry Development Association, reveals that
between 1974-82 on--costs grew at a rate on average some 60 per cent faster than direct wage costs. Further, the
rate of growth of on-costs in calendar 1982 was 77 per cent higher than direct wage costs.
Through 1983, and in the years since 1974, workers compensation insurance costs have been the fastest
growing component oflabour costs.

The savings that have accrued to employers in Victoria have been substantial, indeed.
The 2·2 per cent average levy rate over the first eighteen months of WorkCare is only 46
per cent of the 4·8 per cent average levy rate that the employers would have had to pay if
the former system had continued.
Mr Micallef interjected.
Mr JOLLY-As the honourable member for Springvale has pointed out, it is less than
half of what would have been paid if the old workers compensation system had been
allowed to operate.
When one converts that in savings to employers, on the basis of 1986-87, that is a
saving in labour on-costs alone of$715 million as a result of these WorkCare reforms.
I shall now compare rates that apply in Victoria with those in New South Wales. New
South Wales, in my view, has an archaic system of workers compensation. It is looking at
changing the system because Victoria has led the way with its changes. When one examines
the rates in Victoria and New South Wales prior to the introduction of WorkCare, the
opposite position existed.
The rate in Victorian abattoirs is 3·8 per cent and in the New South Wales counterpart
it is 18·76 per cent. In the clothing area-mentioned by the honourable member for
Benalla who was obviously ignorant of Victoria's position-the rate in Victoria is 2·66 per
cent, while in New South Wales it is about five times that rate at 11·1 per cent.
In the printing and publishing area Victoria's rate is 3·23 per cent while New South
Wales has a rate of 5·14 per cent. In the textile area Victoria's rate is 2·66 per cent and in
New South Wales the rate is 13·03 per cent. The metal industry rate in Victoria is 2·66 per
cent to 3·80 per cent. In New South Wales the rate is 9·95 per cent to 22·81 per cent.
In the farming and grazing area-obviously a matter which concerns all National Party
members, whether they are in the Joh faction or not-the rate in Victoria is 3·23 per cent
to 3·8 per cent and in New South Wales the rate is 8·55 per cent.
The rate in the bread manufacturing area in Victoria is 3·23 per cent and in New South
Wales it is 9·54 per cent. The road construction area in Victoria has a rate of 3·8 per cent
compared with the New South Wales rate of 13·75 per cent. Victorian hotels have a rate
of2·66 per cent compared with the New South Wales rate of 3·98 per cent.
There is no doubt that not only has the new system of WorkCare produced substantial
savings for employers in this State, but also the costs are much lower than those in New
South Wales.
Mr McNamara interjected.
Mr JOLLY-The honourable member for Benalla should listen for once to fill that
empty vessel.
If honourable members compare the position in New South Wales with that of Victoria
they will see that Victoria is doing better. As the Government stated when the WorkCare
proposals were introduced in this State, one of its aims was to lower the labour on-coststhat has been done-in the interest of increasing employment in Victoria. The Government
stated in its documents that its aim was to add to the number of jobs in this State to the
order of 25 000 jobs.
In the period from February 1986 to February 1987, Victoria has had an outstanding
employment record; it is certainly better when one compares it with the rest of Australia.
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In fact, over the past twelve months alone, Victoria has increased its employment rate by
46 700 new jobs.
The increase for Australia was 127200. In other words, of the new jobs created in
Australia over the past twelve months, 37 per cent were in Victoria, yet Victoria has only
26 per cent of the population of Australia. Clearly our employment record is outstanding
and one of the contributing factors has been the lowering oflabour on-costs brought about
by the introduction of WorkCare.
Without exception, employers made representations to me that it was essential for
employment and investment in this State that workers compensation costs were lowered.
This has been done by the Government and the private sector has responded by creating
new jobs and new investment in this State.
I have explained the situation concerning new jobs and the fact that Victoria has the
lowest unemployment rate of any State in Australia.
Mr Gude interjected.
Mr JOLLY-If the honourable member for Hawthorn cared to examine the statistics,
he would find that in the last 36 months of the Liberal Government in this State-possibly
the last Liberal Government in this State forever-on only eight occasions did Victoria
have the lowest unemployment rate.
Mr Gude interjected.
Mr JOLLY-The honourable member for Hawthorn does not want to know the figures.
When an answer is given, he changes his tune.
For the past 45 months in a row, Victoria has had the lowest unemployment rate of any
State in Australia. In part, that is a result of the WorkCare reforms that have been
undertaken. The Government has delivered. It has lowered the cost by $715 million
compared with the old scheme. Employers are responding to that because 37 per cent of
the new jobs in Australia have been created in Victoria. No-one can successfully deny that
Victoria has the lowest unemployment rate of any State in Australia.

I turn now to business investment. The State estimates of private new capital expenditure,
according to the latest figures, show that employers are responding in terms of investment
as well as in employment. In fact, the increase for Victoria for the September quarter of
1986 was 11 per cent. The remainder of Australia had a decline of 3 per cent. Clearly
Victoria has become the investment powerhouse of Australia.
One reason for that increase has been the WorkCare scheme and its effect of lowering
costs. How does that translate into value of investment for Victoria? The Australian
Bureau of Statistics figures for the September quarter of 1986 indicate that investment in
Victoria was $1588 million. As a matter of interest, that compares with the Queensland
figure of $760 million. For the first time to my knowledge, Victoria has had the highest
level of private investment of any State in Australia. New South Wales was below Victoria
with $1566 million.
It has been acknowledged in certain quarters in New South Wales that one of the reasons
for the higher growth of investment in Victoria was the WorkCare reforms. It is no wonder
that the Metal Trades Industry Association of Australia has been advertising in the local
media in New South Wales that fundamental changes should be made to the workers
compensation system in that State. In support of that proposition, the association has
highlighted the much lower rates in Victoria than in New South Wales. It has done that
because it regards that lower rate in the workers compensation system as an important
ingredient in investment decisions.
Victoria has led the way in workers compensation reform. Other States are following,
albeit at a slower rate. Some changes have been made in South Australia, and New South
Wales is considering a number of proposals to reform its workers compensation system.
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I remind the honourable member for Benalla of the nature of the changes that have
taken place under WorkCare. Honourable members should be aware of the complex
nature of the changes and that these changes represent the most significant social and
economic reform that has taken place in this State since the second world war.
With respect to accident prevention, a number of organisations have been working to
reduce the incidence of industrial accidents and diseases in this State. The Occupational
Health and Safety Commission is specifically designed to ensure that a reduction in
industrial accidents will be effected, and an education program instigated by the Minister
.
for Labour is working extr~mely well.
The incentive system that will be developed under the WorkCare arrangements will
apply bonuses and penalties to levies that will be developed in the period ahead.
Accident prevention is an important element in workers compensation reform, and
proposals are well under way to achieve the objective of reducing industrial accidents and
diseases in Victoria.
.
Another important area is rehabilitation. The Government has instigated a
comprehensive rehabilitation program that concentrates not only on returning people to
the work force but also on allowing them to live as normal lives as possible after an
industrial accident. That objective should be shared by everyone.
Prior to the introduction of WorkCare, Victoria had virtually no rehabilitation program.
Since the setting up of the Victorian Accident Rehabilitation Council, a tripartite body
consisting of representatives of employers, trade unions and Government, 13 366 cases
have been referred for rehabilitation-not 3000 as suggested by the honourable member
for Benalla in his longwinded and' irrelevant speech. The council is serving as a model for
rehabilitation centres. It already has two registered community health centres and ten
private rehabilitation providers.
The Government has established a chair of rehabilitation medicine at the University of
Melbourne, has funded additional student places at the Lincoln Institute of Health Sciences
to accelerate training for allied health professionals, and has established short courses for
training allied health professionals to enable re-entry to professional practice.
Rehabilitation is an important aspect of the scheme and the Government indicated in
its reform proposals that it would be developed over a three to five-year time frame.
It is important to recognise that, in introducing such a fundamental change to the
system, one cannot completely change it overnight.

The honourable member for Benalla indicated that benefits cannot be terminated if
people unreasonably refuse rehabilitation. I refer him to section 112 of the Accident
Compensation Act, a section that I am sure he has not read. It would assist the honourable
member to understand the workings of the Act, if he would' examine that section. It
provides:
(1) On application by the Commission or a self-insurer, if the Tribunal considers that a worker has unreasonably
refused an offer made to a worker of suitable employment or an offer made to the worker of suitable employment
which offers increased weekly earnings, or has unreasonably refused an offer made to the worker by the Commission
or self-insurer which would have resulted in an increase in his or her employment capacity or capacity for
increased earnings, the weekly payment to the worker shall be the amount determined by the Tribunal.
(2) The Tribunal in making a determination under sub-section (1) shall- have regard to the weekly earnings
that in the opinion of the Tribunal the worker would have earned if the worker had not unreasonably declined
~o~~

.

The point is that increased employment capacity or the capacity for increased earnings is
considered and that the refusal of rehabilitation which the tribunal considers to be
unreasonable, which would result in increased emoloyment capacity or increased earning
capacity, may result in a reduction of benefits. It is important for the honourable member
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for Hawthorn to understand that section: I am sure he became aware of it only when I
read it out.
One of the advantages of the debate is that the honourable member for Benalla and the
honourable member for Hawthorn may obtain a better understanding of the operation of
WorkCare and may be able to advise people in the appropriate way when representations
are made to them.
I ask honourable members to examine the performance of the accident compensation
system. The average levy rate for the first eighteen months is 2·2 per cent, and the
Government has indicated that it requires a levy rate of 2·4 per cent over the ten-year
period of a fully-funded system. The Government has said that no increase will occur for
five years in the average levy paid by employers, so there is a degree of certainty about
premium levels when compared with the previous scheme.
Under the previous scheme premiums were escalating rapidly. The levy for WorkCare
is a set percentage in average terms, and that levy will be set in accordance with the
provisions of the legislation and the operation of the Accident Compensation Commission.
The honourable member for Benalla skirted around the issue and did not debate the
substance of the WorkCare system. The honourable member outlined the negatives
associated with WorkCare, but did not consider the achievements. One of the achievements
is that the average rate of return on funds invested by the Accident Compensation
Commission, including unrealised capital profits, is 38 per cent. That is an important
factor, because the models that were provided by the Government considered initial
returns of 14 per cent, declining to 9·5 per cent. The income from investments is far higher
than was originally envisaged; so, in examining the total cost and performance of the
scheme, that factor should be taken into account.
One major reason why the commission has been able to earn such a high return is that
it has engaged the best fund managers in Victoria-indeed, in Australia-to invest its
funds. In other words, the commission is using private sector expertise in the financial
area to ensure that the cost of WorkCare to employers is kept to an absolute minimum.
I also indicate to the honourable member for Benalla that, in criticising claims
administration agents, he is directly criticising the private sector, because the claims
administration agents that operate, with the exception of the State Insurance Office, are in
the private sector.
The Accident Compensation Commission is already examining the performance of the
claims administration agents. The honourable member for Hawthorn interjects and says,
"Big Brother". He cannot have it both ways. In one instance the honourable member says
that the scheme should operate within the framework of the Act; but as soon as I suggest
that the commission is closely examining the procedures of the claims administration
agents, the honourable member talks about Big Brother. It is a pathetic approach. It is
typical of the Liberal Party's approach.
The honourable member for Hawthorn is one of the leadership contenders for the
Liberal Party. The big advantage that the honourable member has over his Leader is that
he does not have a car phone-his expletives have not reached such public heights.
The claims administration agent system will be constantly monitored, and changes will
be made to ensure that better performance is obtained from those agents. The commission
is acting to ensure that the performance of those agents is upgraded.
If the claims administration agents do not improve their performance, the commission
can terminate their contract. That course will be adopted if the commission believes an
agent is not performing adequately. I remind the honourable member for Benalla that, in
commenting about the agents, he is criticising the performance of the private sector and
not the bureaucracy.
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I shall now refer to the delays in the system which operated prior to the commencement
of WorkCare and illustrate how the system has changed over time.
At the time WorkCare commenced, a backlog of 25 000 cases existed and the average
delay was two years. I am advised that the backlog has now been reduced to 16 000 cases
and the average delay is less than eighteen months.
I place on record the important role of conciliators, an innovation introduced by
WorkCare. The conciliators are clearing up to 35 cases a day, which has resulted in a
substantial reduction in legal costs. It is interesting to note that legal costs have decreased
from 15 per cent of the employer premium to 1 per cent. That is an extremely important
benefit that WorkCare has delivered.
The Government is in the process of reviewing WorkCare. It has invited submissions
from a large number of organisations asking them to suggest changes they believe should
be made to the scheme. Several organisations have already made submissions. The review
is extremely important because the Government wants the system to continually improve.
At the end of his longwinded speech, the honourable member for Benalla implied that the
new system was better than the old system.
Mr McNamara-I said there were improvements but there are still a lot of faults.
Mr JOLLY-In the spirit of conciliation, I recognise that improvements must be made
and that is why the Government is reviewing the scheme. I welcome any constructive
suggestions that the honourable member for Benalla might have, but I did not hear any
today.
So that honourable members will understand the breadth of the review, I indicate that
submissions have been requested from the Australian Medical Association, the Australian
Physiotherapy Association and the Australian Chiropractors Association.
Mr Leigh-Mr Acting Speaker, because this is such a wonderful speech, more
Government members should be present to hear it. Therefore, I direct your attention, Sir,
to the state of the House.

A quorum was formed.
Mr JOLLY-The Government has also requested submissions from the Victorian SelfInsurers Group, the Association of Approved Rehabilitation Providers, the Victorian
Hospitals Association, the Private Hospitals Association of Victoria, the Law Institute of
Victoria-which has not yet presented its submission-the Trades Hall Council and the
Victorian Congress of Employers Association.
Mr Gude-What about the MTIA?
Mr JOLLY-I am sure the Metal Trades Industry Association of Australia will make a
submission, as will the Business Council of Australia. I welcome submissions from all
in terested parties.
The honourable member for Benalla believes the benefits provided by WorkCare are
too generous. He obviously wants to drive people into poverty. I do not know whether the
honourable member for Hawthorn advocates a reduction in benefits.
I shall refer to a comparison of the level of benefits in 1984-85 for Victoria, New South
Wales and Queensland. The payments for death benefits were: Victoria, $61 750;
Queensland, $47 000; and New South Wales, $60000. Presumably the honourable member
for Benalla wants to reduce the Victorian death benefit to the level of the benefit provided
by Queensland, but the Government is opposed to that.
Payments for benefits for total incapacity up to 26 weeks were: Victoria, 80 per cent of
weekly earnings with a limit of approximately $430; Queensland, the award rate; and New
South Wales, the award rate with a limit of $270. The payments or the benefits or total
incapacity for more than 26 weeks were: Victoria, 80 per cent of weekly earnings;
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Queensland, the guaranteed minimum wage; and New South Wales, 90 per cent of weekly
earnings.
If a person is genuinely injured in Victoria in a way that prevents him from working
again, he or she is entitled to a reasonable benefit throughout what would have been his or
her working life. In Queensland, the maximum benefit is $47 000. If one is genuinely
injured in that State, one hardly receives any money and is forced into poverty. That is
the alternative advocated by the honourable member for Benalla.
In summary I emphasise three points: firstly, the WorkCare system is far more efficient
than the old system. Secondly, it is a lot less costly. Employers have benefited from average
savings of $ 715 million. That is why Victoria is the investment powerhouse of Australia
and for the past 45 months has had the lowest unemployment rate of any State in
Australia. When the Liberal Party was in government, Victoria had the lowest
unemployment rate on only eight occasions out of 36. Thirdly, the system of benefits that
has been delivered by the Government is more equitable than the previous system and
the emphasis is on rehabilitation.
I thank honourable members for their indulgence; as a result of my speech, they will
have a far better understanding of the WorkCare system in this State.
Mr GUDE (Hawthorn)-In the few seconds left to me I shall address the matter of
rates. As is his continuing practice, the Treasurer has attempted to deceive. Although the
Government has reduced rates in a number of industries, which were selectively quoted
earlier by the Treasurer, it is changing the classifications.
At present before the Accident Compensation Tribunal is a test case, which relates to L.
Wirski Nominees Pty Ltd, that will throw the system into disarray. Also the Treasurer
should examine section 237, which provides for a complaints investigator. This position
has not been filled thus far and, should be filled.
In accordance with Sessional Orders, the debate was interrupted.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Kirkwood)-Order! The time appointed under Sessional
Orders for Government Business to take precedence has now arrived. The honourable
member for Ha~1hom has the right to continue his speech, if the motion again comes
before the Chair.
The sitting was suspended at 1.2 p. m. until 2.4 p. m.

EDUCATION ACTS (AMENDMENT) BILL
Mr CATHIE (Minister for Education)-I move:
That this Bill be now read a second time.

Its purpose is to amend both the Education Act 1958 and the Teaching Service Act 1981.
The major amendment to the Education Act is contained in clauses 4, 5, 10 and 11.
Clauses 4 and 5 provide for the transfer of declared categories of persons currently employed
by school councils to employment by the chief executive. Clauses 10 and 11 contain
amendments consequential upon the transfer.
The changed mode of employment will result in greater efficiency across the school
system as a whole, since it will allow for the redeployment of staff in the declared categories
within agreed guidelines for schools staffed in excess and at the same time provide
promotion and transfer rights between schools. It will also result in financial savings being
.achieved through the more efficient distribution of staff resources.
The transferees will continue to be employed under the Education Act and the school
councils will still effectively remain as the employer for staff selection, leave and
promotional purposes through the delegation of powers by the chief executive.
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Clauses 6 to 9 provide for the amendment of the definition "school" as it relates to the
registration of non-Government schools, make other consequential amendments and
clarify certain terms and provisions in the Act. This amendment has the effect of enabling
the Government to exercise control over the standard of education provided for all
children of the State, by ensuring that all non-Government schools come within the
jurisdiction of the Registered Schools Board.
At present for a school to be registered there has to be at least twenty pupils. When the
present legislation was enacted, it was not anticipated that anyone would want to operate
a school of fewer than twenty pupils unless it was a small rural school, a special school or
one of the other exceptions provided for in the Act.
However, the Government has recently become aware of schools which have fewer than
twenty pupils which do not fall into these categories. Nobody can pretend that such
schools can offer an effective educational program.
The purpose of clauses 8 and 9 is to close the technical loophole which has permitted
unregistered schools to operate even though they have fewer than twenty pupils and do
not fall within any of the exceptions set out in the principal Act.
Clause 12, the final clause, amends the Teaching Service Act to provide for the tenure
of office of the Chairman of the Teaching Service Appeals Boards and other circumstances
under which the office of chairman would become vacant. This amendment fulfils the
undertaking given by the Government that legislation to include these provisions in the
Act rather than continue to prescribe them by regulation would be introduced during this
session of Parliament.
I commend the Bill to the House.
On the motion of Ms SIBREE (Kew), the debate was adjourned.
It was ordered that the debate be adjourned until Tuesday, April 7.

LAND (MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS) BILL
Mr CATHIE (Minister for Education)-I move:
That this Bill be now read a second time.

The second-reading speech has been prepared in two sections in the interest of saving
time. I propose to read the first section which gives a brief outline of the provisions of the
Bill. The second section provides detailed information and is incorporated in the copies
of the speech circulated for the information of honourable members. As I do not propose
to read the second section of the speech to the House, I shall seek leave to have that
section incorporated in H ansard as part of the second-reading speech to the Bill.
As stated earlier, I shall now give a brief outline of the provisions of the Bill. Firstly, it
provides for the revocation of permanent reservations in respect of two parcels of land,
the particulars of which are described in the schedules to the Bill. Secondly, it repeals the
Port Fairy Land Act 1981.
BOTANIC GARDENS AND RESEARCH INSTITUTE CRANBOURNE ANNEXE
The land referred to in Item 1 of Schedule 1 of the Bill and shown hatched on the plan
in Schedule 2 is an area of 3·6 hectares forming portion of the Botanic Gardens and
Research Institute Cranbourne Annexe.
Excision from the reserve is required to ename that land to be exchanged for other
reserved land to provide each reserve with land more suited to the purposes of the
reserves.
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WATER SUPPLY RESERVE, COLERAINE
The land referred to in Item 2 of Schedule 1 of the Bill is a water supply reserve at
Coleraine known as the Peter Francis Points Reserve.
The reserve is not used for the purpose for which it is reserved and revocation will
enable part of the area to be re-reserved to protect the native plants arboretum which is
situated on the reserve.
REPEAL OF PORT FAIRY LAND ACT 1981
This Act is no longer required and should be removed from the statutes. The proposed
leasing of Crown land for the purpose of boat building has not eventuated and the
Government would not wish to sanction such a lease offrontage land to the Moyne River
at Port Fairy. I commend the Bill to the House.
I seek leave to incorporate the second section of the printed second-reading notes into
Hansard.
Leave was granted, and the second section was as follows:
BOTANIC GARDENS AND RESEARCH INSTITUTE CRANBOURNE ANNEXE
In 1970 the State purchased from the Commonwealth an area of about 160 hectares ofland at Cranbourne for
the purpose of establishing a native flora garden as an adjunct to the Royal Botanic Gardens. The land together
with other adjoining purchased land has been permanently reserved and is known as the Botanic Gardens and
Research Institute Cranbourne Annexe.
Most of the land purchased from the Commonwealth lies south of an unused section of Ballarto Road, the
other portion being an area of 3·6 hectares adjoining the northern side of that road bounded on the north and
east by a section of the Cranbourne racecourse reserve proposed to be used for the establishment of a training
complex for racehorses and greyhounds. This area of 3·6 hectares has not been used for the purpose of the
reserve. Much ofthat land is lake or swamp and has been subject to dumping and sand extraction.
In view of the proposed realignment and construction of Ballarto Road slightly north of its exi~ting alignment
in this vicinity, an area of about 1·5 hectares of the racecourse reserve will become isolated from the remainder
of that reserve. The land proposed to be isolated from that reserve is relatively undisturbed bushland interspersed
with areas of bare sand left by mining.
An exchange of reserved land of mutual benefit has been agreed between the Minister for Conservation, Forests
and Lands and the. Minister for Sport and Recreation, and requires Parliamentary sanction of the revocation of
the 3·6 hectares of the annexe reserve.
Upon revocation of that portion of the annexe reserve, that land can then be re-reserved for racecourse
purposes under the Crown Land (Reserves) Act and in exchange the I· 5 hectares of the racecourse reserve will be
re-reserved as an addition to the annexe reserve.
Both reserves will benefit from the exchange. The racecourse reserve would no longer have a strip of botanical
gardens land protruding into the south-west corner of the racecourse reserve and the portion of the racecourse
reserve to be isolated from the remainder of the reserve by the new Ballarto Road alignment would be of no use
for racecourse purposes. The annexe reserve will benefit by the addition of a strip of land south of the new
alignment of Ballarto Road which will act as a buffer for the remainder of the reserve and which in any case is
more suitable for the purposes of the annexe reserve. It is also intended that the section of Ballarto Road no
longer required be closed and added to the annexe reserve.
WATER SUPPLY RESERVE, COLERAINE
An area of 37 hectares of Crown land in the south-east of the township ofColeraine was permanently reserved
for water supply purposes in 1874 but now the reserve is no longer required for water supply. The reserve is
known as the Peter Francis Points Reserve.
From 1979 until last year, the reserve was formally controlled by the Shire of Wannon as committee of
management but now it is managed by the Department of Conservation, Forests and Lands. The shire had
informally controlled the land since the 1880s and in 1978 established an advisory committee which included
representatives of the shire council, the Wannon Conservation Society, the Coleraine Primary School Council
and the Apex Club.
Since the early 1970s Mr Peter Francis and local people have developed an arboretum covering about 16
hectares in the eastern part of the reserve. The arboretum has become recognised as a valuable State botanical
asset and tourist feature. The eucalypt plantings are of international significance.
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The Land Conservation Council in its final approved recommendations for the south-west II study area
recommended that the arboretum area be made a permanent flora reserve to be controlled by the Department of
Conservation, Forests and Lands.
The western part of the reserve has been developed as a pine plantation and a small native plant section by the
Coleraine Primary School under occupancy approved by the Ministry of Education. The centre-northern section
of the reserve is pasture, contains a dam and is used for sheep agistment under the control of the Apex Club of
Coleraine as a fund raiser for the advisory committee of the reserve.
It is now proposed that the reserve be revoked by the provisions of the Bill and that immediately after
revocation the arboretum area be re-reserved for an appropriate purpose which will satisfy the recommendation
of the Land Conservation Council. The remainder of the land except for the Ministry of Education pine
plantation area is to remain under the control of the Department of Conservation, Forests and Lands. The
education Ministry's pine plantation area will remain under the control of that Ministry until the pines are
harvested. The Apex Club will continue to use the grazing section of the land as a fund-raiser for the reserve for
the time being. However, the club has been informed that this section will be required for other uses in the future
in accordance with a management plan to be prepared by the Department of Conservation, Forests and Lands
for all of points reserve. The reserve advisory committee will continue to have an advisory role in the management
ofthe reserve.

The Shire of Wan non, the Rural Water Commission and the reserve advisory committee are all agreeable to
the proposal. The Ministry of Education and the Apex Club of Coleraine have been made aware of the proposal
and have raised no objections.
The opportunity is taken of expressing the gratitude of the Government and the thanks of the people of
Victoria to Mr Peter Francis and all local people involved in the development of the arboretum. It is a magnificent
collection of native plants which should be cherished by the people of this State. The future reservation of the
arboretum area and the recent appointment of a ranger for the points reserve land will ensure that it will be
protected and nurtured for the benefit of future Victorians, Australians and visitors to our country.
REPEAL OF PORT FAIRY LAND ACT 1981
The Port Fairy Land Act 1981 was enacted to enable a lease for the purpose of a boat-building business to be
granted over approximately 1200 square metres of permanently reserved Crown land adjoining the Moyne River
at Port Fairy. It was intended that a lease of the site be granted to Mr G. Stewart who conducts the only
professional boat-building business in Port Fairy and services both the private boating and fishing interests. His
business is conducted on freehold land in Gipps Street.
Although the Crown land was rezoned under the Borough of Port Fairy Planning Scheme to allow boatbuilding on the site, there was some measure of local opposition to the proposed use of the land when the Port
Fairy borough council refused to consider Mr Stewart's application for a planning permit in January 1983 on the
grounds that further information was required.
In February 1983 Mr Stewart withdrew his application for a permit to use and develop the site and he has not
applied for a lease. Mr Stewart decided at that time to take up with the council the possibility of finding an
alternative site for his boat-building business. No alternative site has been found by the council and Mr Stewart
still operates his business from the Gipps Street property.
The Government does not support use of the site for boat-building purposes because the area available for
slipway and boatshed is inadequate. The nearby ports and harbours slipways are not fully utilized, the proposed
development is environmentally unacceptable and such development would prevent and impede pedestrian
access to and along the river bank. In the circumstances the Port Fairy Land Act 1981 should be repealed.

On the motion of Mr PLOWMAN (Evelyn), the debate was adjourned.
It was ordered that the debate be adjourned until Tuesday, April 7.

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS (MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS)
BILL
Mr CRABB (Minister for Labour)-I move:
That this Bill be now read a second time.

The Bill has as its primary objective the improvement of certain operations and systems
of the Industrial Relations Commission. In May 1986 the president of the commission
was directed to commence a review of the commission's operations with the aim of
identifying any changes to the principal Act that may be required.
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The review was completed late last year and the amendments contained in the Bill
incorporate recommendations arising from that review.
Many of the amendments are administrative matters which I shall not discuss in detail.
I shall, however, comment on the more substantial amendments. These amendments fall
into two main categories; structural changes and procedural changes.
STRUCTURAL CHANGES
At present, members of the commission operate within a three-tier structure. President
and deputy presidents, commissioners, and chairpersons. The Act now provides for two
commissioners and as many chairpersons as are necessary. Currently there are seven
chairpersons. The Bill proposes that the commission only comprise a president, deputy
presidents and commissioners. This will provide the commission with the opportunity of
convening more full session hearings as existing chairpersons will be nominated as
commissioners. An increasing demand is being placed on the commission to convene in
full session and the availability of more commissioners will allow this to occur. The role
of chairperson will remain under the proposed Bill and the role will be taken by
commissioners on assignment by the president.
It is also proposed that the composition of a full session is to be changed. Currently the
full session must be comprised of the president or deputy president sitting with two
commissioners. The Bill provides for a full session of at least three members, one of whom
must be the president or any deputy president. This amendment follows from the creation
of more commissioner positions and allows more flexibility in convening full session
sittings.

Conciliation and Arbitration Boards of the Industrial Relations Commission meet on
approximately 1500 occasions to hear unfair dismissal applications. Currently the Act
requires half the members of the board to attend cases of this sort. Various users of the
industrial relations systems have suggested a reduced quorum for unfair dismissal hearings.
This suggestion has been incorporated in the amendments.
PROCEDURAL CHANGES
One of the major amendments under this heading is that concerning compulsory
conferences. Settlement of industrial disputes are sometimes delayed because of the refusal
of parties to attend discussions. The Bill provides a power to members of the commission
to compel persons to attend conferences to settle disputes. The power will be based on
that found in corresponding Federal legislation. A penalty of 10 penalty units accompanies
the power.
It is apparent that many unfair dismissal hearings could be averted if applicants-those
persons dismissed-and employers could have more time to settle the dispute informally.
The existing provisions of the Act require an unfair dismissal application to be lodged
with the registrar of the Industrial Relations Commission within four days of the dismissal
taking place. Originally it was thought a period of only four days would reduce uncertainty
as to the consequences of a dismissal.

Practice has shown that the short time available to lodge applications leaves little time
for employees and employers to discuss the consequences of the termination. It is proposed
that dismissed employees be given ten days to lodge applications with the commission.
The remainder of the provisions in the Bill, as I have said earlier, are fundamentally
administrative and I direct honourable members to the clause notes.
On the motion ofMr REYNOLDS (Gisborne), the debate was adjourned.
It was ordered that the debate be adjourned until Tuesday, April 7.
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AGRICULTURAL ACTS (AMENDMENT) BILL
Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-I move:
That this Bill be now read a second time.

The main purpose of the Bill is to make a number of minor amendments to individual
Acts: the Marketing of Primary Products Act 1958; the Tobacco Leaf Industry Stabilization
Act 1966; the Wheat Marketing Act 1984; the Swine Compensation Act 1967; and the
Broiler Chicken Industry Act 1978.
A number of the proposed amendments concerning the Tobacco Leaf Marketing Board,
the Tobacco Quota Committee and the Tobacco Quota Appeals Tribunal are a result of
the Public Bodies Review Committee's reports concerning these bodies tabled in Parliament
on 22 October 1986. Among other matters, the reports recommended that the Tobacco
Quota Committee be abolished and that the responsibility for tobacco quotas be transferred
to the Tobacco Leaf Marketing Board. Further, the reports also recommended that the
Tobacco Quota Appeals Tribunal be abolished and that the functions of the tribunal be
referred to the Administrative Appeals Tribunal.
By virtue of the operation of section 4p (4) of the Parliamentary Committees Act, both
of these bodies will cease to exist on 22 October this year, and it is, therefore, necessary to
take legislative action for the changed responsibilities recommended by the Public Bodies
Review Committee to be given effect.
THE MARKETING OF PRIMARY PRODUCTS ACT 1958
The opportunity is being taken in the Bill to make amendments to the Marketing of
Primary Products Act 1958 to insert new requirements for submitting annual reports,
together with updated financial and audit provisions. Marketing boards have been given
the standard borrowing powers in order to facilitate their functions.
The Tobacco Leaf Marketing Board has been given objectives for the marketing of
tobacco in line with the report of the Public Bodies Review Committee.
THE TOBACCO LEAF INDUSTRY STABILIZATION ACT 1966
The Tobacco Leaf Industry Stabilization Act 1966 has also been amended to take
account of the recommendations of the Public Bodies Review Committee's report into
the tobacco industry.
A provision has been included in the Bill for the Tobacco Leaf Marketing Board to
report on its administration of the tobacco quota system in its annual report.
THE WHEAT MARKETING ACT 1984
The report of the Public Bodies Review Committee concerning the Victorian Wheat
Advisory Committee tabled in Parliament on 7 May 1986 recommended the abolition of
the Victorian Wheat Advisory Committee as a statutory body. Again, by virtue of the
9peration of the Parliamentary Committees Act, the Victorian Wheat Advisory Committee
will cease'to exist as a statutory body as from 7 May 1987, and the opportunity has been
taken in the Bill to formally repeal those sections of the Wheat Marketing Act 1984 which
relate to the committee.
SWINE COMPENSATION ACT 1967
Discussions have been undertaken over several years, and agreement has been reached
with representatives of the pig industry and a number of Government agencies concerning
surplus moneys held in the Swine Compensation Fund. The Bill proposes to amend the
Swine Compensation Act 1967 to authorise the Treasurer, on the recommendation of the
Minister for Agriculture and Rural Affairs, to make payments from the fund for projects
for the benefit of the pig industry. Sufficient moneys, based on departmental advice, will
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be retained in the fund at all times to meet any future contingencies in the pig industry. In
any case, such funds will never be less than $500 000.
The Bill proposes to establish a Swine Industry Projects Advisory Committee. The
function of the advisory committee is to advise the Minister for Agriculture and Rural
Affairs on any proposed projects for which payment from the Swine Compensation Fund
is sought and on any other matter referred to it by the Minister.
BROILER CHICKEN INDUSTRY ACT 1978
The Broiler Chicken Industry Act 1978 is to be amended to replace a reference to the
Arbitration Act 1958 with a reference to the Commercial Arbitration Act 1984. This
reference was not changed at the time the Commercial Arbitration Act 1984 was passed.
Overall, the amendments contained in the Bill incorporate recommendations of the
Public Bodies Review Committee and include several amendments of a housekeeping
nature.
I commend the Bill to the House.
On the motion ofMr AUSTIN (Ripon), the debate was adjourned.

Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-I move:
That the debate be adjourned until Tuesday, April 7.

Mr AUSTIN (Ripon)-On the question of time, an adjournment of the debate until
Tuesday week gives honourable members only a short time to consider the measure. Five
Acts are amended by the Bill and, therefore, five different groups of people will have to be
contacted, many of whom are situated well away from the metropolitan area. Therefore, I
seek an adjournment of the debate until Tuesday fortnight.
Mr FORDHAM (Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources)-I give an
undertaking to the Deputy Leader of the Opposition that, ifhe requires additional time, it
will be made available.
The motion was agreed to, and the debate was adjourned until Tuesday, April 7.

ANIMAL PREPARATIONS BILL
Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-I move:
That this Bill be now read a second time.

The report of the Public Bodies Review Committee concerning the Stock Medicines Board
was tabled in Parliament on 8 May 1986. The committee recommended that there is a
need to provide a uniform registration system for animal preparations and for greater
control over the sale and use of stock medicines, stock foods and stock pesticides.
Its report recommended that the Stock Medicines Board be abolished and be replaced
by another statutory body with wider powers and responsibilities. By virtue of the operation
of section 4p (4) of the Parliamentary Committees Act 1968, the Stock Medicines Board
will cease to exist on 8 May this year unless Parliament passes legislation to ensure the
continuation of the board.
The Bill adopts all of the key recommendations for legislative change made in the report
of the Public Bodies Review Committee.
The purpose of the Bill is:
to establish a single registration system for all types of animal preparations;
to provide for greater control over the sale and use of animal preparations; and
to continue the Stock Medicines Board in existence, pending the establishment of the
Animal Preparations Board.
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Part 2 of the Bill deals with the registration of animal preparations. Provision has been
made to exempt from the requirements of the Bill substances that pose no hazard to the
public, any animal or to any trading arrangements. Offence provisions are included in this
Part dealing with the sale or use of an animal preparation that is not registered or exempted
within the meaning of the Bill.
Part 3 establishes the Animal Preparations Board. The functions of the board are to
make recommendations to the Chief Administrator of the Department of Agriculture and
Rural Affairs concerning animal preparations. This includes registration, composition,
labelling, sale and use, and standards of animal preparations. Annual reporting of the
activities of the Animal Preparations Board is provided for, to enable future evaluation of
the effectiveness of the activities of the board.
Under Part 4, the Chief Administrator of the Department of Agriculture and Rural
Affairs is empowered to appoint authorised officers to administer the legislation.
Part 5 of the Bill deals with the regulation-making powers, and Part 6 concerns repeals,
consequential amendments and saving provisions arising from the Bill. The Stock
Medicines Board is to continue in existence until the Animal Preparations Board is
established.
The Victorian Government believes there should be a single national registration system
for animal preparations. Discussions are being held with the Commonwealth and other
States concerning the introduction of a uniform registration system. The Government
hopes these discussions will result in a single national system as soon as possible. In the
meantime, the opportunity has been taken to build into this Bill the necessary flexibility
to enable the adoption of any nationally agreed procedures and standards for the registration
process. For this reason, much of the detail of the proposed legislation will be by prescription
and proclamation.
In view of the agreement of the opposition parties to the report of the Public Bodies
Review Committee and reform of the legislation, I seek the cooperation of this House in
ensuring that the Bill is dealt with expeditiously.
I commend the Bill to the House.
On the motion ofMr AUSTIN (Ripon), the debate was adjourned.

Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-I move:
That the debate be adjourned until Tuesday, April 7.

Mr AUSTIN (Ripon)-On the question of time, an adjournment of the debate until
Tuesday week may provide sufficient time, but I again ask the Deputy Premier to give the
same undertaking as he gave in regard to the adjournment of the debate on the Agricultural
Acts (Amendment) Bill.
Mr FORDHAM (Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources)-I give the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition the same undertaking.
The motion was agreed to, and the debate was adjourned until Tuesday, April 7.

STATE TRUST CORPORATION OF VICTORIA BILL
Mr MATHEWS (Minister for the Arts)-I move:
That this Bill be now read a second time.

The Bill effects some historic reforms in the law relating to Government trustee services.
It is a first, not only for Victoria but also the whole of the English speaking world.
The principal purpose is to reform the Public Trust Office to allow a more entrepreneurial
and commercially oriented Government trustee, while strengthening its capacity to fulfil
its statutory responsibilities to provide services to its publicly represented person clients.
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Consistent with Government policies under the economic strategy giving emphasis to
Melbourne as a commercial centre, the Bill looks to the stimulation of the trustee industry
in Victoria and the positioning of a State Trust Corporation of Victoria as the centre of
growth in this sector. At the same time, it seeks to advance the social justice strategy by
enhancing vitally important trustee services to the State's disadvantaged. In terms of both
these elements a re-invigorated Government trustee can bring important benefits to the
Victorian community.
The Public Trustee Act has been amended several times over the years. It was in many
aspects outdated, cumbersome and unnecessarily complex, and required a complete
rewriting. In essence, the Bill effects such a rewriting of the Act: it allows for a reorganisation
of the Public Trust Office with the objective of strengthening the top management structure
to provide a new direction. This new direction combines a more professional marketoriented approach to developing new business with a more concerned, sensitive and clientoriented approach to the delivery of Government trustee services to disadvantaged persons.
The Public Trustee has recently commissioned an extensive marketing, organisational
and financial study by the consulting firm of Peat Marwick Mitchell Services. That study
has recommended this new direction as both commercially viable and appropriate. It has
found that cost and revenue projections upon which a reorganisation and expansion is
predicated would ensure that the proposed new Government trustee would be self-funding
while still able to contribute to the funding of the Guardianship and Administration Board
and the Office of the Public Advocate.
In addition to the Public Trustee, trustee services have also traditionally been provided
to the community on a commercial basis by trustee companies and solicitors. Banks are
now entering the field. For a variety of reasons, an increasing number of people wish, or
are compelled by their circumstances, to have their affairs administered by a trustee and
the trustee industry is seen as a growth area.
Also, disadvantaged members of the community often require a trustee to administer
their affairs and often they have no one else to turn to but the Government trustee. This
especially applies to the intellectually, mentally or physically disabled and lower income
groups whose estates are not commercially profitable. The Government's recent mental
health legislative package signifies a major policy development in the care of the disabled.
The Guardianship and Administration Board, as an impartial body, will determine whether
a disabled person's affairs should be placed in the hands of an administrator, and may
appoint the Government trustee, a private trustee company or an individual as
administrator. This will lead to an initial decline in work referred to the corporation, since
the Public Trustee has hitherto been the sole authority. However, by cooperating with the
Guardianship and Administration Board, establishing high credibility with the board,
endeavouring by efficient and responsible service to retain existing clients and actively
seeking to extend its services to new clients, it is believed there will be a net increase in
represented persons' work for the Government trustee over a five-year period.
In seeking to improve its market position, in fair competition with solicitors and private
trustee companies for the provision of trustee services to the general community, it is
considered that the Government trustee would be more responsive and flexible, and have
a more commercial public image, if it were adequately distanced from the Government.

It is, therefore, considered appropriate that the Public Trustee as a statutory corporation
sole be replaced with a State Trust Corporation of Victoria as a multi-member statutory
corporation responsible to the Attorney-General. Since one form of statutory corporation
will be replaced by another, no additional statutory body will be created.
In replacement of the existing statutory corporation role known as the Public Trustee,
the Bill provides for membership of the corporation comprising six part-time directors
and one full-time managing director, all appointed by the Governor in Council. Three of
the part-time directors will have financial or trust administration expertise, two will be
chosen from nominees of agencies concerned with the welfare of disadvantaged persons
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and one will be elected by the staff. This will provide top-level expertise with a wide range
of skills at the decision-making level, permit outside interests to impact on decisions at
the time they are made, provide continuity balanced with gradual change of membership,
create a public image of a commercial board and a market-oriented organisation and
accommodate the views of community interest groups seeking a more open and responsible
organisation.
The Bill establishes the State Trust Corporation of Victoria as successor to the Public
Trustee. It repeals the Public Trustee Act, while allowing a transitional period for the
review of existing protected person cases by the Guardianship and Administration Board.
It reforms the law relating to the Government trustee, especially by simplifying and
modernising the powers. It will continue to provide a Government guarantee to certain
classes of investment with the Government trustee. This is a long established characteristic
of a Government trustee, rendering it attractive to the public.
The corporation is empowered to accept appointment as trustee, executor, administrator,
guardian, next friend, agent or attorney for any citizen of Victoria who wishes to use its
services.
The corporation may accept appointment by the Guardianship and Administration
Board as the administrator of the affairs of disabled persons. This is a continuation of the
responsibility the Government has accepted for some 600 years.
The corporation will have power to provide a wide range of investment services by way
of a number of common funds, subject to the Trustee Act. It will be a financially
autonomous entity, with power to set its own fees and commissions for services provided
at a level competitive with solicitors and private trustee companies, while being required
to report to the Government annually. Operating surpluses, if any, may be paid into the
Public Account at the discretion of the Treasurer.
The Bill also provides that the Minister may direct funds held by a court on trust to be
transferred to the corporation on trust.
The Public Trustee now has statutory assets pursuant to various sections of the Public
Trustee Act amounting in the aggregate to some $17 million net, comprising premises and
equipment at $12 million and operating reserves of $5 million. The Bill provides that
these assets are transferred to the corporation at its commencement, providing a sound
financial base.
Market research has indicated that there is a large and increasing market for trustee
services. Peat Marwick Mitchell Services have prepared a five-year plan that allows for
considerable growth, including the establishment of a regional network in major
metropolitan and country centres throughout the State.
The Government considers this to be a significant piece oflegislative and administrative
reform. By creating a commercially oriented, client sensitive Government trustee
corporation it is promoting better, more accessible t~stee services for all Victorians.
I commend the State Trust Corporation of Victoria Bill to the House.
On the motion ofMr LEIGH (Malvern), the debate was adjourned.
Mr MATHEWS (Minister for the Arts)-I move:
That the debate be adjourned until Tuesday, April 7.

Mr LEIGH (Malvern)-I believe this is a significant Bill and I ask the Minister to grant
the Opposition additional time.
Mr MATHEWS (Minister for the Arts) (By leave)- Yes.
The motion was agreed to, and the debate was adjourned until Tuesday, April 7.
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MELBOURNE AND METROPOLITAN BOARD OF WORKS
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Mr McCUTCHEON (Minister for Water Resources)-I move:
That this Bill be now read a second time.

The purpose of the Bill is to make a number of miscellaneous amendments to the Melbourne
and Metropolitan Board of Works Act 1958.
Since coming into office the Government has insisted upon all public statutory
authorities, such as the Board of Works, acting in an efficient and cost-effective manner. It
requires these bodies to regularly review their procedures and operations as well as the
legislation under which they operate and to seek to alter those procedures and operations
and update such legislation where this is in the best interests of the community they serve.
Water is a precious resource that must not be wasted. Melbourne's water consumption
has been growing at 3 per cent compound per annum and doubling the requirement for
water every twenty years. To double Melbourne's water supply system over the ne~t
twenty years would require massive capital expenditures between $1 billion and $2 billion.
This is ail expensive and undesirable option which would mean a large new financHtl
burden on the average consumer.
The choice was either to pay substantial amounts for additions to the system or to
conserve water. I am sure that we have all had the experience of seeing sprinkler systems
working in the pouring rain or of water flooding over footpaths or down street gutters.
Obviously the most economical solution is to make better use of our current water
resources and eliminate the waste.
Since the 1982 drought, the Government and board have been implementing a longterm program to change community habits and conserve water. Education programs in
schools, campaigns featuring "Wally", mandatory introduction of dual flush toilets in new
and replacement situations are some highlights of the program. Consequentially last
year-1985-86-water consumption was well below the consumption which would have
occurred if the wasteful habits of the 1970s had continued.
The experience of the 1970s highlighted the deficiencies of the old method of charging
for water. For the large majority of consumers their water bills were based solely on the
value of their property and often the amount of water paid for solely on a property value
basis was far in excess of needs. This provided an incentive to waste water, meant that
consumers had little control over the water bill and gave no signal to the community of
the rapidly increasing consumptions.
Mr DELZOPPO (Narracan)-On a point of order, Mr Acting SpeakeJ;", I seek your
ruling on the question of relevance. I have examined the Bill and believe the secondreading speech of the Minister has nothing to do with the Bill in referring to pricing and
Government policy. I suggest what the Minister is saying is not relevant to the Bill and he
should be ordered to speak on the Bill.
Mr McCUTCHEON (Minister for Water Resources)-On the point of order, Mr Acting
Speaker; the Bill makes provision for the application of the Government's water pricing
policy to flats and units which is not possible under the Act.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Kirkwood)-Order! There is no point of order and I ask
the Minister to continue his second-reading speech.
Mr McCUTCHEON-An appropriate pricing policy is a key element in the long-term
strategy to conserve our water resources. Indeed, there is strong community support for
pricing systems which are based on payment for water used. Consumers will then get a
direct benefit for conserving water and have a direct incentive not to waste water.

892

ASSEMBLY

26 March 1987

MMBW (Amendment) Bill

The new pricing system involves a charge free threshold quantity of 150 kilolitres for all
dwellings and a stepped pricing policy under which any quantity of water used between
150 kilolitres and 350 kilolitres is paid for at 15 cents per kilolitre and over 350 kilolitres
at 45·60 cents per kilolitre on 1987-88 values. In addition, there will be a 15 per cent
reduction in the property-based water rate.
The new system is designed to encourage conservation and also has the advantage of
giving users a measure of control over their water bills. The effect of the new water charging
system and the 15 per cent reduction in water rates on residential flats and units, whether
subdivided in strata or not, is that the majority of flat and unit dwellers will receive a
reduction in their total water bill since they are low consumers of water.
One of the amendments contained in the Bill relates to the bodies corporate of residential
strata and cluster subdivisions. Frequently, for structural reasons, flats and units in
Melbourne, or Australia for that matter, are not individually metered. Currently, the body
corporate of a residential cluster or strata subdivision is primarily responsible for the
payment for all the water used in the subdivision.
The water meter for the subdivision is read in similar fashion to a householder's but a
water by measure account is only sent to the body corporate where the actual cost of the
water used in the subdivision exceeds the aggregate of the water rates paid by the individual
unit holders. The body corporate divides the amount payable among the unit holders,
collects the money and pays it to the Board of Works.
Under the new pay-for-use water pricing system a block of residential flats or units in a
cluster or strata subdivision will receive a charge free threshold amount of 150 kilolitres
of water per annum for each flat or unit and 200 kilolitres at 15 cents per kilolitre in
1987-88.
Accordingly, for a subdivision of, say, six units, the charge free quantity for the
subdivision would be 900 kilolitres and the body corporate would be sent only a water by
measure account for any quantity used in the subdivision in excess of 900 kilolitres. That
account would then be divided by the body corporate among the individual unit holders
in the same way as the previous system.
Section 106A of the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works Act currently provides
a quantity of water for flats and units based on the total value of the property. The purpose
of this amendment is to ensure that the body corporate of residential cluster and strata
subdivisions flats and units is treated in the the same manner as a householder. The
amendment will also facilitate the separate metering of individual flats and units where it
is feasible and desirable.
Currently the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works Act enables persons in
necessitous circumstances to be granted relieffrom Board of Works rates. The Bill includes
an amendment to expand this entitlement to relief so that it also applies to all charges
levied by the Board of Works, including water by measure charges.
Other amendments remove doubts about the ability of owners and occupiers of lands
abutting streams to obtain approval to construct bridges or crossings over those streams
and removes doubts about the effect of the Credit Act 1984 on the mandatory acceptance
of payments by way of interest-bearing instalments for works undertaken by the Board of
Works.
Honourable members will appreciate that the continued control of plumbing standards
for water supply and sanitary purposes are vital to the health and safety of the community.
The Bill also varies the Board of Works by-law making powers in relation to water supply
and sanitary plumbing.
The provisions of the Bill are to enable the Board of Works to amend its regulations to
conform with the proposed standard plumbing regulations. The standard regulations are
part of the ongoing reform initiative that was commenced by the Building Control Act in

Community Services Bill

26 March 1987

ASSEMBLY

893

1981. They will streamline and simplify plumbing controls throughout the State while at
the same time preserving the integrity of water supply and sewerage systems and providing
controls to protect members of the public from poor quality or unfinished plumbing work.
I commend the Bill to the House.
On the motion ofMr DELZOPPO (Narracan), the debate was adjourned.
Mr McCUTCHEON (Minister for Water Resources)-I move:
That the debate be adjourned until Tuesday week.

Mr DELZOPPO (Narracan)-On the question of time, Mr Acting Speaker, I seek an
undertaking that if the Opposition requires further time, the Minister will grant an
extension.
Mr McCUTCHEON (Minister for Water Resources) (By leave)-Yes.
The motion was agreed to, and the debate was adjourned until Tuesday, April 7.

COMMUNITY SERVICES BILL
Mr FORDHAM (Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources)-On behalf of the
Minister for Consumer Affairs, I move:
That this Bill be now read a second time.

The Bill, which amends the Community Welfare Services Act 1970, is a reduced version
of the Community Services Bill 1986 which was introduced in Parliament in the spring
session 1986 but lapsed when Parliament was prorogued at the end of the year. Major
sections of the 1986 Bill have been transferred to the proposed Children and Young
Persons Bill, which is to be introduced later in this session.
Those parts of the 1986 Bill and of the Community Welfare Services Act 1970 that are
concerned with the statutory responsibilities of Community Services Victoria and with
the proceedings of the proposed Children's Court have been transferred to the proposed
Children and Young Persons Bill.
It is intended that the Community Services Act will provide the legislative base for the
department's broad responsibilities in relation to the provision of generalist services for
children and young people, families, older people and people with disabilities, and for the
department's relationships with the non-Government sector.
The Bill represents a partial step towards the preparation of a comprehensive Community
Services Act that will be further developed by Community Services Victoria during the
oncoming year, with a view to introduction in autumn 1988.
Together with the proposed Children and Young Persons Bill, the two Bills represent a
major part of the Government's legislative response to the recommendations of the Child
Welfare Practice and Legislation Review, the Carney report, and demonstrate the
Government's concern for the wellbeing of Victoria's children and families.
Objectives of the Legislation

The general thrust of the Carney report was to increase the rights of families and children
and the accountability of service providers. These goals are acknowledged in the Bill in
the section that outlines the objectives of the department and the principles that should
govern the provision and future development of community services under the Act. These
include: the redress of social and economic inequities; priority in service provision to
those in greatest need; the promotion of choice and maximum participation by people in
decisions which affect their lives; and the protection of the rights of individuals in their
relationship with services and service providers.
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Child~care

Agreements
The Bill provides for the introduction of child-care agreements to provide support for
parents who seek assistance in caring for their children for a short time. The Bill will
provide for written child-care agreements, for a limited period, which may be renegotiated
for a further limited period.
These time limitations will ensure that children wQo are the subject of child-care
agreements do not "drift" into long-term care, as has happe~ed too frequently in the past.
The agreement aims to place parents and agencies on an equal footing so far as possible.
An essential condition of any agreement should be that the agency is required to work
with the family towards the early return of the child to the care of the family. The details
of child-care agreements will be developed by the department in consultation with service
providers.
The Bill amends a number of provisions in the Community Welfare Service Act that
have become obsolete or outdated. It also. changes the name of the Act, and of the
department to the name by which it is no)\' known, Community Services Victoria. This
change, along with the statement of objectives and principles, reflects the changed
philosophy of a department providing broadly-based community services rather than the
residual social welfare system and department of the past.
The Government recognises th~ need fpr a comprehensive and integrated approach to
bring together the recommendations of the major reviews, which, in the past few years,
haye examined the provision of community services in Victoria.
The work will continue, not only in Community Services Victoria, but also in cooperation
with other Government departments and the non-Government sector, to review and
assess objectives as well as service delivery and the legislative base, in the light of the
Carney review's recbmmedations and social justice principles.
Icomniend the Bill to the House.
On the motion ofMr LEIGH (Malvern), the debate was adjourned.
It was ordered that the debate be adjourned until Tuesday, April 7.

HOUSE CONTRACTS GUARANTEE BILL
Mr FORDHAM (Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources)-On behalf of the
Minister for Consum.er Affairs, I move:
That this Bill be now read a second time.

Since it came to office in 1982, the Government has greatly improved the rights of
consumers in many areas, including travel, credit, motor vehicle sales and fair trading.
This Bill will add to that proud record.
The Bill is concerned, in esse.nce, with contracts to build and improve houses. It will
dramatically increase the scope of the guarantee for building work; it will reform the law
in relation to the con~ent and form of house building contracts; it will reflect the
Government's- commitment to co-regulation, to efficient administration, and to rules that
are clear and simply expressed.
In 19,74, the Local Government Act 1958 was amended to include provisions relating
to house builders' liability. The purpose of the legislation was to give people who built or
bought a new house a guarantee against the bad workmanship of the builder and against
the builder failing to complete the contract.
The guarantee was to be given through insurers or private companies, which also had
the function of "recognising" builders. Despite some amendments, the legislation has
remained little altered since its enactment.
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The legislation and the scheme set up under it have attracted much criticism. They are
complex and limited in their scope, and it is widely agreed that they need overhaul and
reform.
The legislation was reviewed by the House Builders' Liability Working Group, which
reported in September 1984 to the then Minister for Local Government.
Responsibility for the legislation passed to the Minister for Consumer Affairs in March
1985, and officers of the Ministry were instructed to commence a more extended review
of the legislation in order to take into account some matters that had long concerned the
Ministry and its Minister. These include: the amount and coverage of the guarantee, and
how to cover alterations and additions; the administration of the scheme, so as to achieve
equity for builders and consumers and genuine co-regulation; the introduction of controls
over the terms and performance of some aspects of building contracts; closing the numerous
loopholes in the legislation; and making the legislation straightforward and easier to
administer.
The provisions in the new Bill follow extensive consultation with industry, consumers,
Government agencies, and professional groups.
The Bill will provide for: a single $40 000 limit on claims for all new homes built in
Victoria and for all alterations and additions carried out by approved builders; more
flexible provisions about when and how claims can be made; easing of the restrictions on
the right of people to build and sell their own homes; clearer rules about the terms in
building contracts, including variations and progress payments; a limit on deposits for all
building work to 10 per cent of the contract price where the work is worth $20 000 or less,
and 3 per cent where it is worth more; and the right of consumers and builders to appeal
from decisions of the guarantor both to an internal committee and then to the
Administration Appeals Tribunal.
In addition, the Bill will overhaul some outdated procedures in relation to building
contracts and building approvals.
An especially important reform, and one to which I particularly direct the attention of
honourable members, is the extension of the Act to alterations and additions. This is a
long-awaited improvement, and a significant milestone in the expansion of consumer
rights. Building work, including home improvement and renovation, is for most consumers
the greatest single financial commitment of their lives.
The scheme will continue to be largely self-funding, although the new legislation will
refine the co-regulatory arrangements and strengthen the ability of Government to supervise
and control the operation of the scheme.
The board of the approved guarantor will be chaired by a person appointed by the
Minister, and the legislation will lead to much closer cooperation between the Ministry
and the guarantor in relation to pUblicity, dealing with claims, and the contractual relations
of builders and consumers.
I commend the Bill to the House.
On the motion ofMr PESCOTT (Bennettswood), the debate was adjourned.
Mr FORDHAM (Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources)-I move:
That the debate be adjourned until Tuesday, April 7.

Mr PESCOTT (Bennettswood)-I ask the Government that, if more time is needed, it
will be granted.
The motion was agreed to, and the debate was adjourned until Tuesday, April 7.
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SHOP TRADING BILL
The debate (interrupted on the previous day) on the motion of Mr Fordham (Minister
for Industry, Technology and Resources) for the second reading of this Bill was resumed.
Mr ROWE (Essendon)-When the Bill was before the House last night, I indicated that
the retail industry in Victoria is a significant industry in all respects, whether one looks at
it in terms of its impact, its employment or its sales. It is a dynamic industry; it is an
industry with growth potential in my electorate. It is an important industry. It has an
enormous impact in tourist potential and development. In terms of the broader debate
about the regulation of the industry and shop trading hours, it should not be forgotten
that, by any measure, it is a complex issue.

I reject the simplistic attitude that can be taken and often has been taken on the general
regulation of the industry. A huge number of people are employed in the industry.
I congratulate the Minister for introducing the changes that are before the House today.
There is diversity in the views held by different organisations, not the least of which are
the employee organisations in the industry, which seek to protect the rights and interests
of their members, the various employer organisations, the small retail organisations and
there is also the interest of the consumers. The Government has endeavoured to bring
those groups to~ether and take them along a path somewhere in between, taking account
of the various views of the competing interest groups.
When proposed legislation is introduced, there will always be one group in the community
that believes the changes will not be in its interest and will object to the review taking
place.
We are all pleased that the review undertaken by Mr Robert Miller and his committee
was of such a comprehensive nature. It provided the Government with the insight into
the industry and its need for regulation in the broader context. The Government appreciated
having that report before it when it was preparing this Bill.
I note the comments made by the Minister in his second-readin~ speech that the Bill
does not address all of the issues in the Miller report, particularly the Inclusion of hardware
stores in the list of exempted shops. However, the Minister Indicated that that will be
taken up as a matter of Gove"rnment policy in a general review of trading hours. That is
an important point in the Minister's second-reading speech that needs to be considered.
It is not easy for a Government to regulate any area of industry. The retail industry is a
significant and large industry and to set out the objectives of regulating this industry is no
easy task. I fall into the category of those who believe there should be as little regulation
as possible in this industry, which is no different from any other industry in this State or
in this country.

I would seek to lower the level of regulation and increase the competition in the
industry. I would want some regulation. That is the important difference between the view
of the Government and that of the Opposition.
The Government believes it is appropriate to have regulation of the industry in the
general interest of the community. However, that regulation should not impose unnecessary
burdens or costs on the industry and, in particular, on the community. This is an area in
which the Government should be congratulated as it, more than any other Government,
has cut through the bureaucratic maze and nonsense.
The Regulation Review Unit was set up by the Government. The former Government
had plenty of stunts and phone-ins about cutting red tape but it did not do anything to
address the issue.
There is no use in saying that there should be no regulation of industry but if there is to
be regulation, the areas of concern should be identified. The Government must ensure
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that the regulations do not create a bureaucratic nightmare. The Government established
the Regulation Review Unit, and that should not be forgotten by honourable members
opposite.
I recognise that this is a complex and sensitive issue. In the electorate of Essendon the
retail industry is the major single industry in that area. The Moonee Ponds business
district, which the Government has seen fit to foster and support, is thriving.
I have spoken to individual traders and shopkeepers-perhaps the more traditional
people in and around Puckle Street, Moonee Ponds-and they have indicated their
opposition to an extension of shop trading hours. I understand their views. They are
people who have worked, in many instances for decades, building up their businesses. In
many cases they own the freehold of their shops and they do not want to see the imposition
of extra hours biting into their leisure time by virtue of the competition of others who
have extended their shop trading hours.
On the other side of the coin, there has been an amazing change over the past decade in
the Moonee Ponds business district. Multinational traders are moving out to that centre
and have made investments of millions of dollars. They want the changes in the industry,
but they have a different perspective.
Those multinational businesses have enormous amounts of capital tied up in investments
and they want to receive the maximum return on their capital. It makes sense that anyone
in business would want to obtain maximum benefit from that business. That is the attitude
that large businesses would take on this issue.
It is only a matter of time before change occurs. I do not know when but it is certainly
the way that industry is moving. As I said at the outset, it is a dynamic industry.
No good comes from harking back to the past and regretting that small grocery shops,
greengrocers and corner stores have disappeared from the community. That would have
occurred irrespective of what this or any other Government did about shop trading hours.
The changes that have already occurred in the retail sector have meant a decline in the
number of corner stores.
We should not be apprehensive or fearful about change in the retail industry. However,
we should ensure that people within the community are not unnecessarily or unreasonably
disadvantaged by that change. An apparatus or a regulatory framework that holds back
inevitable change must not be created. That is the sort of comment that I receive in my
electorate office.
I recently telexed the Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources requesting
permission for the Moonee Ponds market complex to trade on a recent Sunday in
conjunction with the Essendon festival. Needless to say, I was participating in the festival
as the local member. I walked around the festival area on that Sunday and saw ordinary
people from the community and their families participating in the festival and also windowshopping or making purchases in a relaxed environment at the market that operated that
day. Since then, the owners of the market complex have indicated that they would like an
extension of Sunday trading.
The Bill allows that extension of trading to occur, but in a sensible way. The Minister's
second-reading speech indicates that his department will set guidelines and criteria to
allow this to occur. That is a sensible way to handle that complex issue of the operation of
markets in the metropolitan area.
I congratulate the Minister for the fair system being set up by the Bill and I am sure it
will be supported by a large proportion of the Victorian community.
Since the turn of the century, the single most important factor affecting employment has
been the growing proportion of married women joining the work force. That has meant a
changing scene in individual households. It has created pressures on shopping time.. It is
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all very well to say that, if a wife is working, some of her household tasks should be shared
by other members of the family. More often than not, that does not occur.
At the turn of the century, less than 6 per cent of married woman participated in the
work force. Nowadays the majority of married women work. That places different pressures
on households, and people want also to shop as a family unit. Some regard it as a form of
recreation. This issue must be responded to by the Government.
I place my final point within the perspective of the electorate I represent. Essendon is a
well established area. One needs only to drive along the streets to see the renovation of
houses that is occurring throughout Moonee Ponds, Ascot Vale and Essendon.
Mr Leigh interjected.
Mr ROWE-Yes, it would be fair to say that there is a lot of pink primer around
Essendon. In fact, a rough estimate is that a quarter of the population of that area have
undertaken some form of renovation or improvement to their homes. The local council
has issued a booklet that informs people how to renovate their homes in accordance with
the requirements of the different architectural periods. That booklet reflects the needs and
attitudes of the people in the electorate I represent. I am sure the Minister would be aware
of similar occurrences in his own electorate.
I am sure the Government will take on board the needs of people when it reviews the
shop trading hours issue from time to time.
Mr LEIGH (Malvern)-Once again a Shop Trading Bill is before Parliament, and once
again the Government-as has previous Governments, I must concede-avoided the
issue. Before I speak on that issue, I must comment on what the Government and,
unfortunately, the National Party seem to be saying. In fact, I am confounded by the
attitude of the National Party for several reasons. The first is that every National Party
electorate in this State has a tourist zone that already has extended trading hours.
Mr Maclellan-They want to keep it to themselves.
Mr LEIGH-Could it be, as has been suggested by the honourable member for Berwick,
that it is greed; and that they do not want anyone else to have the opportunity of extended
trading hours?
Mr Maclellan-I did not say, "greed".
Mr LEIGH-I was confounded when the National Party voted with the Government
on the Grocery Prices Bill, yet it claims to be a free enterprise party. The honourable
member for Murray Valley has tourist zones in his area and is grateful for that, but he
does not want other communities to have the same benefits.
I was delighted to hear representatives of the National Party comment about penalty
rates, because it illustrates that the National Party is beginning to understand and appreciate
the policies of the Liberal Party. After four years, the National Party has finally grasped
Liberal Party policy.
The National Party, with its approach, will out-socialise the socialists. As a member of
the Liberal Party, I am upset to have to say that about another conservative party, but
that is the case.
The honourable members for Niddrie and Essendon highlighted the hypocrisy of the
. Government in their comments about the Shop Trading Bill. In 1984, the honourable
member for Niddrie, then the Minister of Public Works, did not allow weekend festivals
to be conducted. The Minister for Labour objected to the conducting of festivals on
weekends. The Armadale festival has been conducted in my electorate for a long period,
but the honourable member for Niddrie, when he was the Minister of Labour and Industry,
banned that festival. However, at the same time, he did not ban the Clayton festival which
was conducted in a Labor electorate. His attitude was inconsistent. I am staggered that the
honourable member for Niddrie could put the peculiar argument that he put yesterday.
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Is the Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources going to implement the report
ofMr Miller and authorise a thorough review of the problem? Of course he is not.
Mr Penhalluriack is one of the victims of the Government. He is a person who opened
his hardware shop at weekends and broke the law. I agree with the Government that a
person who breaks the law should pay the penalty. Mr Penhalluriack, because of tbe
actions of the Labor Party and the National Party, was fined $500000 for opening his
shop on weekends. Has he ever paid that fine? No. He has not paid that fine because the
Director of Public Prosecutions intervened and said that he thought the fine was ridiculous
and that a shop trader should not have to pay $500 000 for opening his hardware shop on
a weekend.
Is this a Government that is cracking down on crime? What is the Government doing
about burglari~s? In my area the burglars who are brought before a court are given bonds
and are allowed back into the community to -'knock qff' someone else's property in ordet;'
to obtain more money. What happens with criminals? The Government allows "lifers"
such as Peter Lawless, a convicted killer who was jailed for life, to be released ftom prison.
That is the Government's philosophy.
The proposed legislation supports the concept of fining or gaoling shopkeepers who dare
to break the law while the real criminals of our society get off scot-free. They are the real
problems on which the Government and the Minister for Industry, Technology and
Resources should concentrate.
In his report to the' Government, Mr Miller set out the various stores that should be
allowed to open on weekends. Mr Miller said that the range of shops permitted, to trade
on weekends should be expanded by including shops that sell foodstuffs and grocery items
and traders selling hardware, petrol, records and tapes, souvenirs, video cassettes and SQ
on. Some of those shops are included in the schedule to the Bill, but hardware stores have
not bee'n included. A person can buy alcohol on a Sunday, or have a drink on a Sunday at
an hotel; but ifhe wants to renovate the family home, he cannot go out and buy nails from
a hardware store.
The honourable member for Essendon, in his contribution to the debate, said that, in
his electorate, many of his constituents were renovating their homes and were using pink
primer, but they are not allowed to buy that paint on a Sunday! The honourable member
would have helped his community by supporting the Opposition. The honourable membet
said that many women were now in the work force, whereas at the beginning of the cent~ry
only 6 per cent of women were in the work force. It is obviously more important now for
those people to be allowed to shop during the weekend.
The Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources is ducking his responsibility. The
member for Essendon said that he could foresee the day when hardw~re stores
will be included in the schedule to the Bill. I do not understand the difficulty. A typewriter
is all that is required to amend Schedule 1 of the Bill. It is not difficult. The Minister can
obtain a ballpoint pen, change the schedule and then move an amendment. What is the
difficulty? The Minister, like so many other Ministers of the Government, and qot just of
this Government, is frightened by the pressure groups and about losing votes. The ~inister
is frightened of the hard decision. I have no doubt that the Government willlo~e enough
votes at the next election, so that will not be a problem.
honou~able

The honourable member for Essendon, in his contribution, said that hardware stores
may be included in the schedule one day. Does the honourable member mean the year
2020, 2010 or next year? The honourable member was not prepared tp tell the House. the
.'
,
year to which he was referring.
I shall now refer to my esteemed colleagues in the National Party who dealt in detail
with red meat sales. I note that no member of the National Party is in the Chamber at
present. In all supermarkets on a Friday afternoon, for example, at 5.30 p.m. the screens
in front of red meat produce are pulled down. One can purchase chicken or fis~, but one
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cannot purchase red meat because the Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources
will not allow it. The Minister is saying to all my constituents, "You cannot buy red meat
after a certain time because I am playing God."
Since it has been in opposition, the Liberal Party has been consistent in its policy on
shop trading hours. When one examines the anomalies involved in trading hours, one
must reach the conclusion that no matter what the Government does, in any attempt to
regulate trading hours, problems will be caused.
Honourable members know what it is like to shop in larger stores such as Myers or
Coles. Sometimes they are so crowded that it takes all day to get service. Many people in
the community are prepared to shop in smaller stores and pay a bit more for goods to get
service, and they have the right to make that decision.
Mr Miller, the former honourable member for Prahran, should be congratulated for the
honest report he produced. I am sure the Minister was a bit unhappy about it. At page
136, the report warns that:
The political sensitivities of recommending that hardware be permitted to be sold all weekend are not lost on
any member of the unit.

The report defines the "political sensitivities" as the Government being:
... portrayed by some as having acceded to the demands of small, vocal groups who were blatantly prepared to
break the law, to attempt to embarrass successive Governments, and to highlight their cases by whatever
strategies they thought appropriate.

I remember the case of Mr Greco at Dandenong who sold billiard tables and books. On
weekends, he would give away billiard tables with books that were purchased for $1500.
That is how he got round the law. Is the Minister suggesting that the Bill will solve that
situation? It does not; it simply compounds the problem. Mr Penhalluriack still has
outstanding fines worth $500 000, but the Government is not willing to collect the money.
Mr Penhalluriack will go to gaol rather than pay the fines and the Government is frightened
of the circumstances.
The Bill is riddled with inadequacies. It puts pressure on local councils by allowing
them to decide whether shops can remain open outside normal trading hours. To some
degree, local councils and local members are currently consulted about that, but if someone
wants to trade on a weekend, what does that have to do with me as a politician? I believe
it has absolutely nothing to do with me and it has less to do with the local council. If an
individual believes he can make a go of it, it is up to him to make that decision.
Mr Simpson-What does Tom Evans say?
Mr LEIGH-It is up to the people to make the decision. It is easy for politicians to say,
"No, we are not going to let you do that" or, "Yes, we will let you do that." It is not my
role nor is it the role of the Minister to attempt to play God with small business.
It is unfortunate that this Minister is responsible for shop trading hours because he is
the one who, day after day, informs the community what a wonderful State this is and
how good the Government's economic strategy is. The Opposition knows he is not correct.
As the Minister responsible for small business in the State, he has a responsibility to come
up with better measures than those contained in the Bill. Who will the Bill advantage? It
does not help anyone.
Mr Simpson-Small businesses-they will survive.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Fogarty)-Order! The honourable member for Niddrie
is out of order and out of his place.
Mr LEIGH-During the Committee stage, I want the Minister to inform honourable
members when Mr Penhalluriack will be required to pay his fines. What is the point of
passing Bills if the Government is not prepared to enforce the legislation?
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The Bill applies to shops that have twenty or more employees. The National Party is
trying to out-socialise the Government by foreshadowing that it will propose an amendment
to change that number to ten. I caution both the National Party and the Government
because that provision will cause people to be sacked from their jobs.
The Bill is an example of the nonsense the Cain Government comes up with to
overregulate society. The honourable member for Essendon claimed he believed in less
regulation. One does not have to be a member of Parliament for a long period to realise
that the Government does not advocate less regulation; it wants more regulation. If the
honourable member for Essendon is not aware of that, he should attend some of the
caucus meetings.
This Government is one of the highest taxing, overregulating and overbearing
Governments the State has had for many decades and it is heading towards defeat. Shop
trading hours was one of the major issues that destroyed the former Liberal Government,
and the Liberal Party has learned a lesson from that. If the Government continues to
initiate legislation such as this Bill, its future is non-existent. Gradually, more and more
people are opposing the Government's policies.
As the honourable member for Essendon said, times have changed. These days everyone
works, but the Minister wants to put in place trading hours that were appropriate during
the earlier part of this century. He wants to play God.
Honourable members interjecting.

Mr LEIGH-I shall not respond to interjections such as that made by the honourable
member for Richmond. I should like to know what he really thinks. In the four years I
have been a member of this place, I cannot recall many occasions on which the honourable
member for Richmond has spoken.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Fogarty)-Order! The honourable member should
address his remarks through the Chair.
Mr LEIGH-The honourable member for Richmond makes a speech once every two
years, as the honourable member for Hawthorn said. That is disgraceful! His constituents
are aware of his performance in the House.
The Bill is nonsense and will be unenforceable in the future. The community will judge
the Government for what it is: it is too cowardly to make decisions in the best interests of
the public. The Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources does not have the guts
to make these decisions because his department makes the decisions for him. The State is
overgoverned by bureaucrats.
The Minister is a good example of a character in the television show Yes, Minister. That
is a pity. If he is really the person who is supposed to look after the interests of small
business, he should start doing so for a change.
Mr FORDHAM (Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources)-I thank
honourable members who have participated in the second-reading debate. The Bill is
important, and I am sure future generations will view the proposed legislation as an
important step in the development of shop trading laws in Victoria.
The honourable member for Hawthorn stated at the outset of his speech that the
Opposition supported the Bill on the ground that it is heading in the direction of what it
perceived to be community opinion, but the honourable member also said that the proposed
legislation does not go far enough. He reiterated the two positions of the Liberal Party on
this issue: the first was the commitment to what he described as open trading, seven days
a week; and the second was to eliminate penalty rates in Victoria.
It is a matter of regret that no detailed economic analysis was put forward in support of
some of the wild and, at times, absurd claims of the honourable member for Hawthorn
and his partners that a sudden torrent of benefits would flow automatically from seven-
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day trading. It is fanciful nonsense that huge economic benefits would flow to employers,
employees and consumers almost as if heaven had arrived on earth!
The Liberal Party is involved in a philosophical binge. It is going through a transitional
phase from being in government to being in opposition. It is trying to cleanse itself of
honourable members like the honourable member for Bulleen who is proud to be at the
for.efront of the cleansing of his party's wayward ways of the past. There will be a new
Liberal Party and a new approach to t~e big issues of the day.
In many issues for which I have responsibility one has certainly noticed an enormous
change in the attitude of the Liberal Party from when it was in government to now, in
opposition. The Liberal Party is now moving to the far right in what I described as a
philosophical binge. The community will repudiate these extreme right attitudes in the
future as it has done in the past.
The Liberal Party's policy does not account for the effect it will have on small businesses.
In reality, hundreds and thousands of small businesses in Victoria would be severely
affected by such a dramatic policy change. The Liberal Party has totally ignored the needs,
aspirations and legitimate concerns of small business people and that shows the extent to
w~ich it has entirely los~ its earlier base in the business sector.
The Liberal Party was proud of its standing in the business sector, especially with small
businesses. With the reassertion of its policy, I shall ensure that every small businessman
in the retail industry receives a copy of the Liberal Party's contribution to the debate. The
Liberal Party has lost its way.
The honourable member for Hawthorn said that a Liberal Party Government would
remqve penalty rates overnight. He totally ignored the background of the establishment
of penalty rates, and the difficulties and constraints under which employees have had to
work in the past and under which they will have to work in future. The introduction of
penalty rates was not the result of a rash decision; it was the result of a lengthy arbitration
and conciliation process. The industry recognised penalty rates as a legitimate reward for
the labour of employees in the industry.
The Government's attitude stands in stark contrast to the philosophical binge of the
Liberal Party. The Liberals are significantly divided on the extension of shop trading
hours. Members of the Liberal Party have expressed their concern to me about the loss of
the traditional support of sm~ll business people because of their party's policy on shop
tr~ding 'hours.
The honourable member for Hawthorn raised a number of other key issues, the first of
which was the guidelines for municipal councils. Currently, they are being prepared and I
will consult witn interested bodies before they are finalised. The scope of the guidelines
was referred to in the Miller report, at pages 149, 152 and 155.
.
The honourable member for Hawthorn then described-in a balanced manner-the
development of trading laws in the State. His comments were in contradiction to the
earlier ·statements and philosop!).ical arguments developed by his Leader.
The second key issue he raised was the fees that are to be determined by regulation
rather than legislation. I assure the honourable member that no proposal to increase the
fees has been put forward by me. Whenever possible it is hoped that the fees will be
decreased. We are certainly looking at market stalls in particular, for rationalisation of
past practices. The fees will be subject to the scrutiny of the Legal and Constitutional
Committee and will be covered by the Subordinate Legislation Act. Further, they will be
subject to community opinion, which is the biggest restraint on Government, to ascertain
the impact they· will have. The Government has made an overall commitment to
minimising any price increase in any sector of Government activity.
The honourable member for Hawthorn then referred to markets and the requirement
that names and addresses of proprietors be displayed. The Government does not withdraw
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from that provision because it is in the interests of consumers. With respect to market
fees, some of the anomalies between weekday and weekend markets need to be rationalised.
The Miller report highlighted this aspect. The Government will work in that direction.
The issue raised about the exemption of bona fide charities will be pursued by the
Government. Existing arrangements for exemptions will be continued in future. This
matter was referred to specifically by Bob Miller and the Government commented on it
when the report was released publicly.
The honourable member for Hawthorn outlined two areas that the Opposition proposed
amending. The first was provisions relating to hardware shops and the second was the
number of employees that make a shop exempt. Those amendments will be considered
during the Committee stage.
In summary, the Liberal Party has totally ignored small traders-the important role
they have played in the past should continue into the future. The philosophical bankruptcy
of the Liberal Party was demonstrated when it put forward this wonderful policy of
deregulation of the marketplace. The Liberal Party has had two opportunities of voting in
favour of the philosophy; it had the opportunity of deregulating the margarine industry
but, when it came to the crunch, members of the Opposition refused to support the
measure. Obviously, it suited them at that time, and goodness knows how seriously one
can take them now.
The honourable member for Frankston South who, I suspect, was looking for anomalies
rather than trying to help overcome them, referred to markets and whether they are to be
included in the definition of "shop". The answer is that they are, just as they are in the
current Labour and Industry Act. The honourable member also asked whether a stall
activity at a school fete would come within the notional definition ofa "shop". The answer
is that it could be, and is, under the existing Labour and Industry Act, which was enacted
when the Liberal Party was in office.
Similarly a garage sale could notionally come under such a definition. It would be
impossible to so define to exclude those activities, but I provide the honourable member
with an assurance that the Government has no intention of attempting to govern stalls in
school grounds or attempting to address in any sense the person who might wish to hold
an annual garage sale of the kind the honourable member understandably referred to in
his contribution.
The most important point made by the honourable member for Frankston South
concerned his definition of "a reasonable person". He referred to some learned tomes that
he had obviously researched as to how the Government will be dealing with that issue.
The honourable member did not need to go into that in the sense of drawing on the British
experience and all the other comments on the notion of "a reasonable person" because it
was referred to by Mr Miller on page 45 of the report where he quoted Mr Justice Crockett
of the Victorian Supreme Court where this issue has been addressed. It provides an
appropriate basis. We sought further advice following the Miller report and were told that
this will be able to work properly. I understand the concern of the honourable member
and obviously it is a matter that will require continuing surveillance.
My final point concerns members of the Liberal Party who have demonstrated that they
hold three different positions. The honourable member for Hawthorn suggested a position
of evolution, not revolution. The honourable member for Frankston South supported the
South Australian position, which has a preferential arrangement for small business rather
than any general position. The Leader of the Opposition has his own interesting position
which is that, within a week of coming to office, the Liberal Party will arrange for all shops
to be open seven days a week. It will be a fascinating exercise to see how he intends to
change the law in seven days. Fortunately that position will never arise.
In the 4 minutes remaining, I shall refer to matters raised by the honourable member
for Murray Valley who supported the Bill, but stressed some apprehensions he has about
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it. He was concerned about what he saw as an opening of the floodgates. I have no
intention of being the person responsible for opening the floodgates. The honourable
member went to some length to criticise the Liberal Party philosophy and the amendments
foreshadowed by the honourable member for Hawthorn.
The honourable member for Murray Valley highlighted the importance of small business
in the past and the traditional support his party has given to small business retailers and
the need to continually assist and protect them in the future. He also dealt with exemptions.
I assure the honourable member that, in essence, the powers that are proposed in this Bill
are no wider than those already within the Labour and Industry Act. They have been
reassessed and readdressed, but they are not in any sense wider. The guidelines, which are
currently in preparation, will be made in consultation with interested parties and I shall
be happy to consult the honourable member for Murray Valley and, ifhe is interested, the
honourable member for Hawthorn, when finalising those guidelines which are an important
part of the provisions to be determined under clause 8.
The honourable member for Murray Valley referred also to the problems of small
butchers. I understand the comments of the honourable member, although I did address
that issue during the second-reading speech. The honourable member also made reference
to the four extra shopping days. He asked when those days would be and how the Minister
would exercise that power.
The example we faced last December where, I think, there was an overwhelming
consensus on the desirability of providing an additional opportunity for shopping, hi~lights
the need for a provision of this kind to allow the Minister of the day to respond qUIckly in
such circumstances. I should certainly not see that extending to a Sunday; it is essentially
a Saturday exercise and would apply only in special circumstances of the type that were
experienced last December.
The honourable member for Murray Valley referred also to registrations and expressed
concern about the possibility ofa duplication of registration fees. The honourable member
raised an excellent point. No duplication will take place. In response to his legitimate
concern there will be one single form only and one single fee only.
The honourable member also asked why, in clause 31, the Bill seeks to expunge
convictions after five years. I refer him to page 175 of the Miller report. The honourable
member referred to a number of amendments which, again, I foreshadow that the
Government will not be supporting.
I commend my colleagues, the honourable members for Niddrie and Essendon for their
contributions to the debate. The honourable member for Niddrie knows more about the
proposed legislation than any other member in this House. I very much welcome the
counsel and the advice I have received from him in the past and which, no doubt, I shall
continue to receive from my friend and colleague in the future.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was read a second time and committed.
Clause 1
Mr LIEBERMAN (Benambra)-The clause encapsulates the policy of the
Government-that is, it wants to regulate the right of people in this State to work and to
introduce a maze of laws and regulations all of which will inhibit the free choice of
. individuals.
It is unfortunate that the Minister, in grappling with his huge dilemma in trying to get
the Government to face the reality of what society requires, chose to apply a right-wing
label to people who speak against the Bill. I find that unfortunate because I am speaking
as a liberal-a person who believes the right of the individual is paramount. When one
considers that the clause envisages that people may go to gaol, have their property taken
from them by a sheriff, brought before the courts and prosecuted and have the onus of
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Industrial Relations (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and first reading. 57.
Industrial Relations (Miscellaneous Amendments)
Bill-Introduction and first reading, 782; second
reading. 884, 1262; appropriation. 944; remaining
stages. 1272. Council amendments dealt with.
1750.
Judicial Salaries Bill-Introduction and first reading. 57; second reading. 282. 666; appropriation,
484; third reading. 669.
Jurisdiction ofCourts (Cross-vesting) Bill-Received
from Council and first reading. 1247; second reading, 1289. 1759; third reading, 1760.
Land (Miscellaneous Mallers) Bill-Introduction and
first reading. 782; second reading, 882, 1176. 1180;
remaining stages, 1180.
Land Protection Bill-Introduction and first reading. 1041; second reading, 1214; appropriation,
1438.
Liquor Control Bill-Introduction and first reading,
1438; second reading, 1587.
Liller Bill-Introduction and first reading. 1371;
appropriation. 1438; second reading. 1439.
Local Government Bill-Introduction and first reading. 1438; second reading, 1527.
Local Government Elections Bill-Introduction and
first reading, 1041; second reading. 1174. 1674;
remaining stages, 1696.

(3)

Bills-continued
Loddon-Campaspe Regional Planning Authority
Bill-Introduction and first reading, 1040; second
reading, 1168; appropriation, 1213.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
(Amendment) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 783; second reading, 891, 1481, 1654; Committee, 1663; remaining stages, 1674.
Mines (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and first
reading, 1040; second reading, 1164; appropriation, 1213.
National Parks (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and
first reading. 57; second reading, 158, 303; Committee, 336; remaining stages, 346. Council
amendments dealt with, 1407.
National Parks (Dandenong Ranges) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 540; second reading, 644,
1081; remaining stages, 1092.
Planning and Environment Bill-Introduction and
first reading, 58; second reading, 171, 696; appropriation, 216; remaining stages, 722. Council
amendments dealt with, 1733. C1erk's amendments dealt with, 1753.
Planning Appeals (Amendment) Bill-Introduction
and first reading. 57; second reading, 279, 578;
appropriation, 484; remaining stages, 595. Council amendments dealt with, 1221.
Police Regulation (Protective Services) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 1041; second reading,
1174, 1712; appropriation, 1214; Committee, 1722;
remaining stages, 1733.
Port of Melbourne Authority (Amendment) BillIntroduction and first reading, 427; second reading, 487. 1048; remaining stages, 1059.
Post-Secondary Education (Amendment) BillIntroduction and first reading, 782; second reading, 944, 1342; appropriation, 1213; remaining
stages, 1353.
Psychologists Registration Bill-Introduction and
first reading, 1289; second reading, 1398; appropriation, 1438.
Public Holidays (Bicentennial Celebrations) BiIIIntroduction and first reading, 540; second reading, 648, 1092; Committee, 1097; remaining stages,
1099. Council amendments dealt with, 1577.
Public Service (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and
first reading, 1288; second reading, 1393, 1711;
remaining stages, 1712.
Racing (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and first
reading, 303; second reading, 427, 576; remaining
stages, 578.
Residential Tenancies (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 1289; second reading, 1388.
Sale of Goods (Vienna Convention) Bill-Received
from Council and first reading, 1181; second reading, 1220, 1758; remaining stages, 1759.
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Bills-continued
Shop Trading Bill-Introduction and first reading,
56; second reading, 167, 745, 825, 896; Committee, 904; remaining stages, 921.
State Trust Corporation oJ Victoria Bill-Introduction and first reading, 783; second reading, 888;
appropriation, 1040.
Superannuation Schemes (Accident Compensation)
Bill-Introduction and first reading, 1527; second
reading, 1648.
Supply (1987-88. No. 1) Bill-Introduction and first
reading, 484; appropriation, 484; second reading,
485; cognate"debate, 623; declared an urgent Bill,
945; remaining stages, 1023.
Survey Co-ordination (Amendment) BiII-Introductio~ and first reading, 1527; second reading, 1650.
Taxation (Reciprocal Powers) Bill-Introduction and
first reading, 541; second reading, 654. 1072;
Committee, 1080; remaining stages, 1081.
Victoria Grants Commission (Amendment) BiI/Introduction and first reading, 58; second reading,
157.510; remaining stages, 525.
Victoria State Emergency Service Bill-Introduction and first reading, 1288; second reading, 1396;
appropriation, 1438.
Victorian Arts Centre (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 1527; second reading, 1650.
Water Acts (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and first
reading, 540; second reading, 650, 1315; Committee, 1342, 1353; remaining stages, 1356.
Works and Services (Ancillary Provisions. No. 1)
Bill-Introduction and first reading, 426; second
reading, 486; cognate debate, 623; appropriation,
695; declared an urgent Bill, 945; remaining stages,
1023.

Births, Deaths and Marriages, Registry of-Cost of
certificates. 135.
Blue Lagoon Cooler, q 49.
Bookmakers-Turnover tax, 1792, 1795.
Border Laws Anomalies Committee-Long service
leave, 1613, 1616.
Box Hill Central Project-Rental agreement, q 933.
Boxing, Professional, Control Board, 1185, 1188.
Brothels, 53.
Brown, Mr A. J. (Gippsland West)
Access Age. q 533, 656.
Address-in-Reply, 655.
Auditor-General-Report on Ministry of Transport,
q 855.

Coal Mines (Amendment) Bill, 1042.
Deaths-D. B. Jennings, Esq., 1198.
Government Departments and InstrumentalitiesPolice investigations, q 686.

Brown, Mr A. J.-continued
Grievances, 1154.
Library Services-Funding, 539.
Metropolitan Transit AuthorityBus Services-In Central Highlands Province, q 533,
656. Melbourne-Brighton, 658.
General-Museum station: Victoria project, q 211.
Borrowings, 655. Losses, 655. Police investigations, q 686. St Kilda and Port Melbourne light
rail proposals, 1025.
Rail Services-St Kilda and Port Melbourne lines,
1370.

Staff-Railway investigation officers, 287. Railway
employees, 659.
Ministry, The-Influence of unions on Minister for
Transport, q 775, q 777.
Municipalities-Funding for library services, 539.
Petitions-Library funding, 539. F1inders Street
railway station, 1370.
Police Department-Investigations of Government
departments, q 686.
Port of Melbourne Authority (Amendment) Bill,
1048.

Ports-Melbourne overseas wharfage charges,
q 1626.

Road Traffic Authority-Drivers' licence tests, 527.
Police investigations, q 686. Sale ofunroadworthy
vehicles, 1154.
State Finance-Government borrowings, 657.
State Transport AuthorityGeneral-Closure of railway stations in Central
Highlands Province, q 621. Borrowings, 655.
Losses, 655. Police investigations, q 686. Derailments oflocomotives, 1358.
Staff-Railway investigation officers, 287. Railway
employees, 659.
Supply (1987-88, No. 1) Bill, 985.
Transport, Ministry of-Administration, 657.
Auditor-General's report, q 855.
Unions-Power of transport unions, q 775, q 777.
Victoria Project--Kumagai Gumi Co. Ltd, q 211.
Western Port-Ferry licence deregulation, 1109.
Works and Services (Ancillary Provisions, No. 1)
Bill, 985.
Budget for 1986-87-Expenditure in country areas,
1l2.
Budget for 1987-88-Introduction, q 11. Government
expenditure, q 684.
Building and Construction Industry-Wage increases,
1523, q 1623.

Bus Services (See ··Metropolitan Transit AuthorityBus Services')
Business-Confidence in Victoria, 415.

LEGISLA TIVE ASSEMBLY
Business of the House-Sessional Orders, 32. Tabling
of proclamations, 36. Questions without notice,
205,214,1291,1369,1525. Order, 1545, 1761.

C
Cain, Mr John (Bundoora) (Premier)
Agriculture and Rural Affairs, Department ofAppeal by officer, 447.
Airlines-Services for Victoria, q 1205. Qantas Airways, q 1431. Proposed transfer of facilities from
Melbourne, q 1624.
Arts, The-Melbourne International Comedy Festival. q 686. Poetry readings at Preston tramways
depot, 1113.
Border Laws Anomalies Committee-Long service
leave, 1616.
Budget for 1987-88-Introduction, q 11. Government expenditure, q 684.
Building and Construction Industry-Wage
increases, q 1623.
Chia South Yarra Project-Suspension of companies from stock exchange, 290. Attitude of Government, q 295.
Community Services Victoria-Smoking at youth
training and reception centres, q 776.
Consumption Tax-Effects, q 16.
'Costigan Royal Commission-Unpublished volumes of report, 1793.
Crimes (Grand Juries) Bill, 670.
Dairy Industry-Milk discounting and interstate
marketing, q 1119, q 1121, q 1207. Midland Milk
Pty Ltd, q 1121, q 1207, q 1285, q 1287, q 1432,
q 1433.
Deaths-S. M. Keon, Esq., I. N. F. Stacey, Esq., 4.
D. B. Jennings, Esq., 1195.
Economy, The-Government claims, q 9. Government strategy, q 1429, q 1520, q 1522, q 1621.
Trade with overseas countries, q 1435.
Employment-Statistics, q 14.
Fishing Industry--Abalone licences, q 456.
Freedom of Information-Midland Milk Pty Ltd,
q 1433.
Fundraising-Royal Children's Hospital Good Friday appeal, q 1367.
Government Departments and InstrumentalitiesPayment of accounts, q 375.
Grocery Prices Bill, 467.
Health-Effects of breach in ozone layer, 1616.
Hospitals-Royal Children's, q 1367.
League of Rights, 1277.
Legislative Council-Role changes, q 1622.
Members-Honourable member for Polwarth, 447.
The Hon. G. R. Crawford, q 1034, q 1117.
Metropolitan Transit Authority-St Kilda and Port
Melbourne light rail proposals, 1028.
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Cain, Mr John-colllinul'd
Midland Milk Pty Ltd-Milk discounting and interstate marketing, q 1121, q 1207. Preston operation, q 1285. Cabinet discussions, q 1287, q 1432.
Freedom of information request, q 1433.
National Tennis Centre, q 129.
Petroleum Products-Prices, q 781.
Plumbers and Gasfitters Employees Union of Australia-Bans on building s .tes, q 1034, q 1117.
General secretary, q 1034, q 1117.
Points of Order-Call by Chair, 384. Questions
without notice to relate to Government administration, 1366.
Prices-Government pegging program, q 454, q 460,
q 617, q 935, q 937, 1029.
Public Prosecutions, Director of-Administration of
office, 447.
Public Service-Career opportunities for women,
q 856.
Public Service (Amendment) Bill, 1288, 1393, 1712.
Senior Citizens-Senior Citizens Week, q 380.
Sheep Industry-Live exports, q 1435.
Small Business-Encouragement of women, q 1435.
Sport and Recreation-Government initiatives,
q 533. Televising of events, q 533.
State Finance-Government borrowings, q 206,
q 1522. Restraints on Government expenditure,
q 1032.
Strathallen Golf Course, 1029.
Supply Bills-Changes to passage, q 1625.
Taxation-State taxes and charges, q 776, q 1282.
Television-Effect of networking on employment,
q 1427. Government press releases for HSV7,
q 1434.
Western Suburbs-Improved facilities and services,
q 1118.
Women-Career opportunities in public sector,
q 856. Small business opportunities, q 1435.
WorkCare-Reduction in costs, q 1206.
Callister, Miss V. J. (Morwell)
Address-in-Reply, 736.
Consumer Affairs-Advertising of Churchill Heights
subdivision, 1513.
Consumption Tax-Effects, q 16.
Economy, The-Government strategy, 737.
Education-Cyclic maintenance in Gippsland region,
1110. Mathematics and science teachers, 1792.
Employment-Government initiatives, 737.
Insurance-Third-party premiums, 1417.
Latrobe Valley-Regional economy, 738.
Local Government Elections Bill, 1685.
Municipalities-Review of Morwell shire bo\lndaries, 608. Municipal Assistance Fund grants, 769.
Prices-Government pegging program, q 457.
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Callister, Miss V. J.-continued
State Transport Authority-Rail services to Latrobe
Valley, 924.
Tourism-In Gippsland, q 300.
Carlton and United Breweries Ltd-Drivers' dispute,
q 52, 121, 127.
Cathie, Mr I. R. (Carrum) (Minister for Education)
Aboriginal Affairs-Army School of Health site,
Healesville, q 299.
Aboriginal Land (Coranderrk Cemetery) Bill, 1041,
1170.
Conservation, Forests and Lands Bill, 56, 169, 1461,
1463, 1464, 1465, 1467, 1468, 1469, 1470, 1472,
1473,1474, 1475, 1476, 1477,1480,1753.
Deaths-N. F. Stacey, Esq., 6.
EducationGeneral-Warrnambool Education Support Centre,
127. Victorian High Schools Sports Association,
531. About dangers of sexually transmitted diseases, q 537. Association of Councils of PostPrimary Institutions in Victoria, 612. Reorganisation of State schools, Q 692. Non-Government
schools: enrolments, q 936; funding, q 939. Standards in State schools, q 938. Class sizes and educational programs, q 1035. Health education
guidelines, q 1120. Victorian certificate of education, q 1432. Proposed Victorian Education Commission, q 1627.
Ministry-Regional staff classifications, Q 454.
Post-Secondary-Proposed Healesville college for
Aborigines, q 299. Tertiary student places, q 941.
School Buildings and Grounds-Construction of new
school facilities, q 779. Cyclic maintenance in
Gippsland region, 1114.
Schools. Post-Primary-St Helena, 43, 531, Q 779.
Montmorency High, q 213. Association of Councils of Post-Primary Institutions in Victoria, 612.
St Albans Technical, 1188.
Schools. Primary-Yarrambat, 373. In Glen Katherine area, 531. Caul field, 1279.
Students-School responsibilities for missing students, 42. School bus services, 450. Advisory committee on gifted and talented children, q 535.
Accommodation for country tertiary students,
q 619. Support centre for Portland, 680. Work
experience, q 1365. School uniforms, q 1520.
Teachers-Housing in country areas, 42, q 685.
Teaching Service Conciliation and Arbitration
Commission, q 1284. Negotiations on post-primary school issues, q 1364. Mathematics and science, 1795.
Education Acts (Amendment) Bill, 782, 881, 1256,
1258, 1260, 1261, 1752.
Environment Protection (Amendment) Bill, 1165.

Cathie, Mr I. R.-continued
Fauna-Care of injured pelican, 680.
Fitzroy Legal Service-Publication, Where You
Stand. 531.
Forests (Dunstan Agreement) Bill, 1288, 1394, 1597.
Government Employee Housing AuthorityTeacher housing, 42, q 685.
Health-Acquired immune deficiency syndrome,
q 537.
Housing-Squatters in Government buildings in
South Melbourne, 680.
Land (Miscellaneous Matters) Bill, 782, 882.
Land Protection Bill, 1041, 1214.
Loddon-Campaspe Regional Planning Authority
Bill, 1168.
National Parks (Amendment) Bill, 57, 158,333,338,
341,343,345,1408.
National Parks (Dandenong Ranges) Bill, 540, 644,
1091.
Planning and Environment Bill, 171.
Points of Order-Relevancy of remarks, 611. Scope
of debate, 1087.
Post-Secondary Education (Amendment) Bill, 782,
944,1350.
Teaching Service Conciliation and Arbitration
Commission, q 1284.
Unions-Compulsory unionism, 43.
Western Port-Ferry licence deregulation, 1114.
You. Me and Frankston Publication, 531.
Central Highlands Province-By-election: electorate,
77; National Party nominations, 196, 421; constituents, 409; alleged libel of National Party candidate, 676, 680. Leadership survey, 246, 420.
Municipal assistance grants, Q 381.
Chairman of Committees, The (Mr W. F. Foprty)
Rulings and StatementsDebate-On amendments, 340. Moving of amendments, 340.
Rulings and Statements as Deputy SpeakerDebate-Scope, 101. Reference to debate in same
session, 259. Unparliamentary expressions, 389.
Relevancy of remarks, 1560.
Judicial Salaries Bill-Absolute majority required,
666.
Cbairmen of Committees, Temporary-Appointment,
30.
Cbia Soutb Yarn Project-Suspension of companies
from stock exchange, 285, 290. Attitude of Government, q 295. Government financial commitment, Q 298. Reasons for sale, 368, 372. Confidence
in, 416. Municipal approval, 428.

LEGISLA TIVE ASSEMBLY
Children (See "Community Services Victoria-Children" and "Preschools")
China-Victorian-Jiangsu Joint Economic Committee, q 377. Jiangsu Province delegation visit, q 535.
Citizens Welfare Service of Victoria-Funding, 266.
Coal Miners Accidents Relief Board-Report for
1985-86, 693.

Coghill. Dr K. A. (Werribee)
Address-in-Reply, 222.
Animals-Proposed animal welfare week, 371.
Coghill Family-History in Australia, 223.
Conservation-Government strategy, 224.
Consumer Affairs-Misleading advertising, 851,
1184.
Crimes (Family Violence) Bill, 1781.
Education-School responsibilities for missing
students, 37. Werribee Primary School, 943.
Grievances, 1163.
Insurance-Third-party premiums, q 458.
League of Rights, 1275.
Liberal Party-Policy on Commonwealth assistance
to State and local government, 1371.
Members-Role, 222.
Metropolitan Transit Authority-Car parking at
Werribee railway station, 925.
Municipalities-Liberal Party policy, 1371.
Petitions-Werribee Primary School, 943.
Points of Order-Scope of debate, 767.
State Finance-Restraints on Government expenditure, q 1032.
Supply (1987-88, No. I) Bill, 997.
Taxation-Effects on household incomes, 1163.
Water-Resources, 224.
Works and Services (Ancillary Provisions, No. I)
Bill,997.
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Coleman, Mr C. G.-continued
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
(Amendment) Bill, 1504, 1666, 1673.
Metropolitan Transit Authority-Disorderly passengers, 41.
Points of Order-Answers to questions without
notice, 16. Timing of speeches, 384. Identification
nfquoted document, 1694.
Police Department-Drug Squad, 230. Fitzroy Street,
St Kilda, annexe, 230. Investigations of Government departments and instrumentalities, q 690.
Social Justice-Government strategy, 228.
Community Services VictoriaChildren-Female circumcision, 392. Abuse, 1160,
1419. Goulburn Valley foster care program, 1359.
(See also "Preschools")
General-Citizens Welfare Service of Victoria, 266.
Youth-Funding for organisations, 269. Smoking at
training and reception centres, q 776. Turana
Education Centre traffic safety program, 1417.
1420.
Conservation, Forests and LandsConservation-Dandenong Ranges development
plans, 26. Government strategy, 224, 807. In east
Gippsland, 272.
Department-Operations, 59. Unpaid accounts, 59.
Field officers, 60. Regionalisation, 234.
Forests-Fire prevention work, 61. Forest roads and
fire access tracks, 62.

Coghill Family-History in Australia, 223.

Consumer Affairs-Private training colleges, q 51.
House auctions, 289, 293. Services in outer eastern suburbs, q 622. Misleading advertising, 851,
852, 1184, 1189. Melbourne Marriage Agency,
1273, 1277. Advertising of Churchill Heights subdivision, 1513, 1517. Advertising of moneymaking schemes, 1614, 1619. Kis (Australia) Pty Ltd,
1615, 1618. Ausmark Advertising Pty Ltd, 1790,
1794.

Coleman. Mr C. G. (Syndal)
Address-in-Reply, 227.
Alcohol-Consumption, 229.
Animal Preparations Bill, 1297.
Community Services Bill, 1409.
Community Services Victoria-Turana Education
Centre traffic safety program, 1417.
Conservation, Forests and Lands Bill, 1455, 1472.
Drugs-National offensive, 228.
Government Departments and InstrumentalitiesPolice investigations, q 690.
Government, The-Broken promises, 228.
Housing-Bond relocation and assistance, 923. For
young people, 1275.
Keilor City Council-Police investigations, q 690.

Cooper, Mr R. F. (Mornington)
Address-in-Reply, 356.
Beaches, Optional Dress-At Werribee and Mount
Eliza, 358.
Education-School bus services, 445.
Environment Protection (Amendment) Bill, 1585.
Government Departments and InstrumentalitiesPolice investigations, q 685, 766.
Government, The-Broken promises, 359.
House Contracts Guarantee Bill, 1564.
Library Services-Funding, 54, 214, 358, 382, 693,
942, 1040, 1212.
Local Government Commission-Chairman: resignation, q 47; separation allowance, q 48.
Local Government Elections Bill, 1174, 1675.
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Cooper, Mr R. F.-continued
Mornington and District Water Board-Workshop
and store, 847.
MunicipalitiesBarrabool-Counciloffices, 357.
Finance-For library services. 54,214,358,382,693,
942, 1040, 1212.
General-Local Government Commission, q 47,
q 48. Amalgamations, 356.
National Parks (Amendment) Bill, 318.
Nude Bathing-At Werribee and Mount Eliza, 358.
Petitions-Police strength, 54. Library funding, 54,
214,382,693,942,1040,1212.
Planning-Mornington water board workshop and
store, 847.
Planning Appeals (Amendment) Bill, 591.
Police Department-Services in Western Port and
Mornington Peninsula, 54. Investigations of Go vernment departments and instrumentalities, q 685,
766.
Public Works Department-Police investigations,
q 685,766.
Victoria Grants Commission (Amendment) Bill, 158,
510.
Costigan Royal Commission-Unpublished volumes
of report, 1790, 1793.
Country Fire Authority-Chairman, 444, 447, 450.
Funding offirefighting services, q 1036, q 1431.
Crabb, Mr S. M. (Knox) (Minister for Labour)
Anzac Day (Amendment) Bill, 508.
Apprentices-Improved opportunities, q 133. Firstyear printing, q 691.
Building and Construction Industry-Wage
increases, q 1523.
Carlton and United Breweries Ltd-Drivers' dispute, q 52.
Deaths-D. B. Jennings, Esq., 1201.
Government Departments and InstrumentalitiesPolice investigations, q 688.
Grocery Prices Bill, 462, 471, 472, 473, 474, 475,
479,573, q 618, 643.
Industrial Relations (Amendment) Bill, 57.
Industrial Relations (Miscellaneous Amendments)
Bill, 782, 884, 1271, 1751.
Labour, Department ofEmployment-For young people, q 212.
General-Police investigations, q 688. Lifts and
cranes inspector, q 1430.
Ministry, The-Distribution of confidential documents,q 48.
Police Department-Investigations of Government
departments and instrumentalities, q 688.

Crabb, Mr S. M.-continued
Prices-Government pegging program, q 457, q 778,
q 1034, q 1284.
Public Holidays (Bicentennial Celebrations) Bill, 648,
1577.
UnionsGeneral-Compulsory unionism, q 47. In building
industry, 680, q 1206. Proposed power strike,
q 683, q 861.
Plumbers and Gasfitters Employees Union ofAustralia-Major project bans, q 533.
Transport Workers Union-CUB dispute, q 52.
WorkCare-Cost of publicity, q 1622.
Craigiebum Hotel Comple~ 215.
Crozier, Mr D. G. (Portland)
Beaches, Optional Dress-At Werribee and Mount
Eliza, 358.
Country Fire Authority-Chairman, 444.
Education-Student support centre for Portland, 679.
Environment Protection Authority-Hampton
Hotel, 1026.
Fire Authorities Bill, 1597, 1652.
Government Departments and InstrumentalitiesPolice investigations, q 131, q 378.
Hampton Hotel, 1026.
Petitions-Library funding, 214.
Points of Order-Relevancy of remarks, 89. Answers
to questions without notice, 131.
Police Department-Investigations of Government
departments and instrumentalities, q 131, q 378.
Office of Chief Commissioner, q 860.
Police Regulation (Protective Services) Bill, 1713,
1722, 172~ 1726, 1727, 1729, 1732
Titles Offices-Police investigations, q 131.
Victoria State Emergency Service Bill, 1397, 1398.
Culpin, Mr J. A. (Broadmeadows)
Address-in-Reply, 352.
Alcohol-Abuse, 355.
Broadmeadows-Government initiatives, 352.
Drugs-Abuse, 355.
Economy, The-Comparison with Queensland,
q 689.
Electoral-Principle of one vote, one value, 354.
Taxation-State taxes and charges, q 1282.
Cunningham, Mr D. J. (Derrimut)
Budget for I 987-88-Government expenditure,
q 684.
Education-Proposed Victorian Education Commission, q 1627.
Environment-Auorocarbons as aerosol propellants, 1108.
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Lunningham. Mr D. J.-continued
Road Construction Authority-Effects of Federal
funding changes, q 1123.
Road Traffic Authority-Boom gates for Rockbank,
1612.
D
Dandenong Ranges-Development plans, 26.
Deaths-S. M. Keon, Esq., I. N. F. Stacey, Esq., 4.
D. B. Jennings, Esq., 1195.
Delzoppo. Mr J. E. (Narracan)
Animal Preparations Bill, 1295.
Brothels, 53.
Electoral-Nunawading Province by-election,
q 1208, q 1283, q 1368.
Government Departments and InstrumentalitiesPolice investigations, q 690.
Library Services-Funding. 623, 693.
Local Government Commission-Appointment of
chairman, q 52.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
(Amendment) Bill, 893, 1481, 1663, 1674.
Metropolitan Transit Authority--Bus services in
Central Highlands Province, q 534.
Municipalities-Local Government Commission,
q 52. Funding for library services, 623, 693.
Nunawading Province By-election-Legal opinions,
q 1208,q 1283,q 1368.
Petitions-Brothels, 53. library funding, 623, 693.
Planning-Brothels, 53.
Points of Order-Answers to questions without
notice, 459, 617,684,938, 1033, 1210, 1283, 1365.
Relevancy of remarks, 891.
Police Department-Investigations of Government
departments and instrumentalities, q 690.
Titles Office-Police investigations, q 690.
Water Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1315. 1342, 1353,
1355.
Dental Services-Dentures, 1526.
Dickinson. Mr H. R. (South Barwon)
Deaths-D. B. Jennings, Esq., 1202.
Education-Mandama Primary School, 1514.
Housing. Ministry of-Police investigations, q 381.
Metropolitan Transit Authority-Defects in Comeng trains, q 301.
Planning-Rezoning of Mandama Primary School,
1514.
Planning and Environment Bill, 719.
Police Department-Investigations of Government
departments and instrumentalities, q 381.

Dickinson. Mr H. R.-continued
Sport and Recreation-Water sport facilities in Geelong, 36.
DivisionsConservation. Forests and Lands Bill, 1471.
Grocery Prices Bill, 471, 472, 473, 474, 482,572,573.
House Contracts Guarantee Bill, 1697, 1706.
Liquor Control Bill, 1594.
Local Government Elect ions hill, 1695.
Motion. "That the honourable member for Werribee
be notfurther heard", 1387.
National Parks (Amendment) Bill, 334. 338.
Police Regulation (Protective Services) Bill, 1731.
Pon ofMelbourne Authority (Amendment) Bill, 1058.
Public Holidays (Bicentennial Celebrations) Bill,
1098,1582.
Residential Tenancies (Amendment) Bill, 1392.
Shop Trading Bill, 920.
Supply (1987-88, No. 1) Bill, 946.
Works and Services (Ancillary Provisions. No. 1) Bill,
946.
Drugs-Abuse, 104,355,1151. National offensive, 228.
Organised crime, 734.
Duck Hunting Season, 483.
E
East Gippsland Coalition, 272.
Economic and Budget Review Committee-Report presented: bush nursing services, 1629.
Economy. The-Government claims, q 9. Interest rates,
q 10, q 14,67, 113, 115,200,219,241,385,418.
Government strategy, 21,76,179,185,190,240,
262,662, 724, 737. 744, q 1285, q 1429, q 1519,
q 1520, q 1522, q 1523, q 1621. Comparison with
Queensland, 22, 90, 238,423, q 689. Living standards, 136, 821. Inflation, 218, 241, 385. National
balance of payments, 275. Business confidence in
Victoria, 415. Effects of Melbourne commercial
activity, q 462. Development of export markets,
q 687. Government management, 728, 734, 800.
Trade with overseas countries, q 1435.
Edmunds, Mr C. T. (Pascoe Vale) (See "Speaker, The
(Hon. C. T. Edmunds)")
EducationGeneral-Schools in Whittlesea electorate, 29. Inadequacy of technological training, 84. Integration, 96, 193, 787. Non-Government schools:
enrolments, 107, q 936; funding, q 939. Warmamboo I Education Support Centre, 124, 127, 405.
Reverse garbage truck service, 215. Victorian High
Schools Sports Association, 528, 531, 1138. About
dangers of sexually transmitted diseases, q 537,
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Education-continued
1136. Association of Councils of Post-Primary
Institutions in Victoria, 607. 612. Reorganisation
of State schools. q 692. Government management, 803. Standards in State schools, q 938. Class
sizes and educational programs, q 1035. Health
education guidelines, q 1119. Science-based subjects, 1158. Victorian certificate of education,
q 1432. Proposed Victorian Education Commission, q 1627.
Ministry-Structure, 71. Regional staff classifications, q 454.
Post-Secondary-Proposed Healesville college for
Aborigines, 297, 299. Tertiary student places,
q 941. T AFE college for Rosebud, 1418.
School Buildings and Grounds-Construction of new
facilities, q 779. Cyclic maintenance in Gippsland
region, 1110, 1114.
Schools. Post-Primary-St Helena, 39,43,526,531,
q 779. Montmorency High, q 213. In Bairnsdale,
271. Ruthergien High, 367, 373. Association of
Councils of Post-Primary Institutions in Victoria,
607,612. Leongatha Technical, 787. Murrayville
High, 809. St Albans Technical, 1183, 1188. Lilydale High, 1287.
Schools. Primary-Narmara, 215. Yarrambat, 368,
373. In Glen Katherine area, 526, 531. Werri bee ,
943. Caulfield, 1272, 1279. Irympie, 1437. Mandama, 1514.
Students-School responsibilities for missing students, 37,42. Retention rate, 264, 666, 1152. School
bus services, 445, 450, 1370. Advisory committee
on gifted and talented children, q 535. Accommodation for country tertiary students, q 619. Support centre for Portland, 679, 680. Work
experience, q 1365. School uniforms, q 1520.
Teachers-Housing in country areas, 38, 42, 55, 71,
255, q 685, 693, 856. Teaching Service Conciliation and Arbitration Commission, q 1284. Negotiations on post-primary school issues, q 1364.
Mathematics and science, 1792, 1795.
Electoral-Central Highlands Province by-election, 77,
196, 409, 421, 676, 680. Principle of one vote, one
value, 354. Nunawading Province by-election,
q 1203. q 1206, q 1208, q 1281, q 1283, q 1287,
q 1365, q 1368, q 1621.
Ellis, Richard, Pty Ltd, q 205, q 207.
Employment (See "Apprentices" and ""Labour,
Department of-Employment")
Environment Protection Authority-Brambles liquid
waste dump, 435. Hampton Hotel, 1026. (See also
"Planning and Environment-Environment")
Equal Opportunity-Liberal Party policy, 924.

Ernst, Mr G. K. (Bellarine)
Airlines-Qantas Airways, q 1431.
Road Traffic Authority-Bus accident at Bass, q 378.
Rulings and Statements as Acting SpeakerBusiness ofthe House-Order, 1545.
Debate-A vailability of quoted documents, 363.
Reflection on Chair, 410. Unparliamentary
expression, 995.

Estate Agents-House auctions, 289, 293. Commissions, 446.
Ethnic Affairs-Adviser to Minister, 394, 451. Use of
Government vehicles, 396, 451. Proposed
Greek-Australian conference, 397, 445, 450. Racism, 810. Greek community interests, 1179.
Ethnic Affairs Commission-Operations, 394.
Euthanasia, 54.

Evans, Mr A. T. (BaHarat North)
Conservation, Forests and Lands Bill, 1452.
Education Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1253, 1260.
Fire Authorities Bill, 1606.

Evans, Mr B. J. (Gippsland East)
Address-in-Reply, 271.
Bands-In east Gippsland, 271.
Coal Mines (Amendment) Bill, 1046.
Conservation-In east Gippsland, 272.
Conservation, Forests and Lands Bill, 1447, 1464,
1466, 1468, 1470, 1472, 1477, 147~ 1479, 1480.
East Gippsland Coalition, 272.
Economy, The-National balance of payments, 275.
Education-Bairnsdale post-primary schools, 271.
Environment Protection (Amendment) Bill, 1585.
Extractive Industries (Amendment) Bill, 509.
Fishing Industry-Abalone licences, q 456.
Forests (Dunstan Agreement) Bill, 1596.
Gas and Fuel Corporation (Amendment) Bill, 600.
Ministry, The-Premier's visits to country Victoria,
272.
National Parks (Amendment) Bill, 312, 336, 338,
341.
National Parks (Dandenong Ranges) Bill, 1085.
Petroleum Products-Prices, q 781.
Points of Order-Use of correct titles, 88. Reference
to debate in same session, 259. Debating of
amendments, 340. Standing Order No. 164, 465.
Imputations against honourable members, 781.
Answers to questions without notice, 1032, 1522.
Primary Industries-Farm incomes, 277. Importance, 278.
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Evans. Mr B. J.-coI11iI111l'd
Television-Government press releases for HSV7,
q 1433.
Expo '88, 608. 613, q 1368.
F
Fauna-Care of injured pelican, 675, 680. Eltham copper butterfly, 922, 1139, 1212, 1437, 1527.
Film Victoria-Chairman, q 208.
f'itzroy Legal Service-Publication, Where You Stand.
525.531.
Fluoridation, 54. 1124.
Fogarty, Mr W. F. (Sunshine)
Education-Negotiations on post-primary school
issues. q 1364.
Metropolitan Transit Authority-Report on future
operations, q 690.
State Transport Authority-Report on future operations. q 690.
Food Act 1986, 1526.
Fordham, Mr R. C. (Footscray) (Deputy Premier, and
Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources)
Administrative Arrangements-Orders Nos 47 and
48 of 1986 and 49, 50 and 51 of 1987, 483.
Agricultural Acts (Amendment) Bill, 887.
Alcohol-Sale of wine coolers, q 49.
Animal Preparations Bill, 888.
Apprentices-SEC school, 1794.
Blue Lagoon Cooler, q 49.
Business of the House-Sessional Orders, 32. Tabling
of proclamations. 36. Questions without notice,
214,1292,1369,1526. Order. 1761.
Chia South Yarra Project-Government financial
commitment, q 298.
China-Victorian-Jiangsu Joint Economic Committee, q 377. Jiangsu Province delegation visit,
q 535.
Economy, The-Development of export market,
q 687.
Expo '88, 613, q 1368.
Extractive Industries (Amendment) Bill, 20, 58, 509.
Frankston City Council-Development proposal,
1794.
Gas and Fuel Corporation-Commercial and industrial tariffs, q 860.
Gas and Fuel Corporation (Amendment) Bill, 56,
173,604.
Geriatric Services-Ringwood-Croydon community nursing home. 371.
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Fordham, Mr R. C.-continued
Grievance Day-Suspension of Standing Order No.
59,36.
Grocery Prices Bill, 466, 541.
Health Services (Conciliation and Review) Bill, 166,
1751.
House Committee-Appointment, 31.
House Contracts Guarantee Bill, 895, 1696.
Human Tissue (Amendment) Bill, 1534.
Industry, Technology and ResourcesIndustry-Assistance in country areas, q 297. Footwear, clothing and textile industries tariff protection, q 379. Motor vehicle sales, q 538.
Resources-Mineral and hydrocarbon exploration,
q 1120.
Jurisdiction of Courts (Cross-vesting) Bill, 1289.
Library Committee-Appointment, 31.
Liquor Control Bill, 1438, 1587, 1592.
Local Government Elections Bill, 1176.
Manufacturing Industries-Footwear, clothing and
textile tariff protection, q 379. Motor vehicle sales,
q 538.
Melrossa Estate, Traralgon, q 129.
Mines (Amendment) Bill, 1040, 1164.
Mining-Goldmining in Ballarat area, q 210. In
Turtons Creek area, 1279.
Mortuary Industry and Cemeteries Administration
Committee-Appointment, 31, 32.
Parliament-Broadcasting and televising of proceedings, 34.
Points of Order-A vailability of quoted documents,
369. Call by Chair, 383. Standing Order No. 164,
465. Statement in debate, 567. Reading of speeches,
662. Rule of sub jUdice, 766, 1203, 1204. Questions without notice: answers, 936; to relate to
Government administration, 1366; not to seek
accessible information, 1524. Scope of personal
explanation, 1038. Incorporation of material in
Hansard,I774.
Police Regulation (Protective Services) Bill, 1732.
Printing Committee-Appointment, 31.
Privileges Committee-Appointment, 31.
Psychologists Registration Bill, 1398.
Racing (Amendment) Bill, 427.
Road Construction Authority-Calder Highway,
372.

Sessional Orders, 32.
Shop Trading Bill, 56,167,901,909,912,913,914,
916, 91 7, 918.
Speaker, The-Temporary reliefin chair, 30.
Standing Orders Committee-Appointment, 31.
State Electricity Commission-Melrossa Estate,
Traralgon, q 129. Apprentice school, 1794.
Supply (1987-88, No. 1) Bill, 623, 945.
Tourism-"G'Day Begins in Melbourne" campaign, q 134. In Gippsland, q 300. Maldon accommodation complex, q 1037.
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Fordham. Mr R. C.-continued
Victorian-Jiangsu Joint Economic CommitteeEstablishment, q 377.
Works and Services (Ancillary Provisions, No. 1)
Bill. 623. 945.
Forests (See ·-Conservation, Forests and LandsForests")
Freedom of Information-Midland Milk Pty Ltd,
q 1433.
Fundraising-Royal Children's Hospital Good Friday
appeal, q 1366.

Gleeson, Mrs E. S.-continued
Metropolitan Transit Authority-Services in northern suburbs, 288.
Petitions-R5 arterial road, 1629.
Police Department-South Morang, Epping and
Thomastown stations, 195.
Road Traffic Authority-Transport accident compensation scheme, q 299. R5 arterial road, 1629.
Supply (1987-88, No. 1) Bill, 972.
Technology-Government strategy, 663.
Women-Female circumcision, 392.
WorkCare-Reduction in costs, q 1206.
Works and Services (Ancillary Provisions, No. I)
Bill,972.

G

Gas and Fuel Corporation-Tariffs: commercial and
industrial, q 860; increases, q 1118.
Gavin, Mr P. M. (Coburg)
Address-in-Reply, 180.
Australia Hotel-Fire hazards, 122.
Central Highlands Province-Leadership survey,
420. By-election: National Party nominations, 421.
China-Jiangsu Province delegation visit, 535.
Economic and Budget Review Committee-Report
presented: bush nursing services, 1629.
Economy, The-Comparison with Queensland, 423.
Electoral-Central Highlands Province by-election,
421.
Grievances, 420.
Leadership-Qualities, 180. Survey in Central
Highlands Province, 420.
Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board-Fire hazards in
central business district, 122.
Metropolitan Transit Authority-Security on late
night passenger services, q 859.
National Party-Nominations in Central Highlands
Province, 421. Federal leadership. 423.
Queensland-Premier's visit to Japan, 422.
Geriatric Services-Home care, 98. Nursing home beds,
106. Lyndoch Home, Warmambool, 234. Ringwood-Croydon community nursing home, 369,
371. Health care, 425.
Gleeson, Mrs E. S. (Thomastown)
Address-in-Reply, 661.
Community Services Victoria-Children: female
circumcision, 392.
Economy, The-Government strategy, 662, q 1523.
Education-Student retention rates, 666. Sciencebased subjects, 1158.
Employment-Inadequate education, 1157.
Grievances, 392, 1157.
Industry-Stimulus, 661.

Gobel Carpets Pty Ltd, 921.
Government-Record in office, 79, 102, 116, 190,257,
262,433,437,723,742,811,820. Broken promises,
228,261,359.
Government Departments and InstrumentalitiesPayment of accounts, 59, q 375, 1112, 1115.
Regionalisation, 92, 362. Police investigations,
q 129,q 131,q378,q379,q381,412,q685,q686,
q 688, q 690, 766, 771. Waste watch, 267. Administration, 430. Efficiency, 744. Increased staff,
q 1031.
Government Employee Housing Authority-Teacher
housing, 38, 42,55, 71, 255, q 685, 693, q 856.
Governor, His Excellency tbe Reverend Dr John Davis
McCaulhey-Motion for adoption of Address-inReply to Speech on opening of Parliament, 21;
seconded, 28; debated, 59, 176,216,352,428,655,
723, 786, 1177. Role, 727. Conversations with
leaders of opposition parties, 727.
Grain Elevators Board-Public authority dividend,
391.
Grievance Day-Suspension of Standing Order No.
59,36.
Grievances, 382, 1124.
Grocery Prices Bill, q 618.
Gude, Mr P. A. (Hawthorn)
Accident Compensation Commission-Operation,
881.
Address-in-Reply, 791.
Apprentices-First-year printing, q 691. Number,
791. SEC school, 1791.
Architects-Union, 1274.
Association of Draughting, Supervisory and Technical Employees, 366.
Carlton and United Breweries Ltd-Drivers' dispute,121.
Deaths-N. F. Stacey, Esq., 7.
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Gudc, Mr P. A.-continued
Gobel Carpets Pty Ltd, 921.
Grievances, 40 I, 1132.
Grocery Prices Bill. 481.
Hamock Engineering, Sale, 404.
House Contracts Guarantee Bill, 1562.
Industrial Relations (Miscellaneous Amendments)
Bill, 1262, 1272.
Labour, Department of-Boiler and pressure vessels
section, 404. Alleged vendetta against inspector,
405, 1132, q 1430.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
(Amendment) Bill, 1500.
Metropolitan Transit Authority-F1inders Street
station redevelopment: Sutherland Cellars Pty Ltd,
q 300.
Petitions-Delta Task Force, 53.
Points of Order-A vailability of quoted documents,
1278.
Police Department-Delta Task Force, 53.
Port of Melbourne Authority (Amendment) Bill,
1056.
Prices-Government pegging program, q 458.
Public Holidays (Bicentennial Celebrations) Bill,
1092. 1097, 1578.
Public Works Department-Painters at Parliament
House, 199. Association of Draughting, Supervisory and Technical Employees, 366.
Shop Trading Bill, 745,909,910,911,914,915,916,
917.
State Electricity Commission-Apprentice school,
1791.
Transport Workers Union-CUB dispute, 121.
Unions-In building industry, 674. For architects,
1274.
Victorian Prison Industries Commission-Dism issal of former general manager, 40 I.
WorkCare-Operation of system, 792, 881. Gobel
Carpets Pty Ltd, 921.
H

Hamock Engineering, Sale, 404.
Hampton Hotel, 1026.
Handicapped Persons-Provision of wheelchairs, 268.
(See also "Community Services Victoria-Intellectual Disability Services")
Hann, Mr E. J. (Rodney)
Aboriginal Affairs-Army School of Health site,
Healesville, q 299.
Address-in-Reply, 65.
Alcohol-Sale of wine coolers, q 49.
Borrowing and Investment Powers Bill, 1405.
Business of the House-Sessional Orders, 33.
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Hann, Mr E. J.-continued
Community Services Victoria-Smoking at youth
training and reception centres, q 776.
Crimes (Family Violence) Bill, 1783.
Dairy Industry-Midland Milk Pty Ltd, q 1032.
Deaths-D. B. Jennings, Esq., 1197.
Duck Hunting Season, 483.
Economy, The-Interest rates, 67.
EducationGeneral-Health education guidelines, q 1119.
Ministry-Structure, 71. Regional staff classifications, q 454.
Post-Secondary-Proposed Healesville college for
Aborigines, q 299.
Students-Advisory committee on gifted and talented children, q 535. Accommodation for country
tertiary students, q 619. Work experience, q 1365.
Wearing of school uniforms, q 1520.
Teachers-Housing in country areas, 71, q 685,
q 856. Teaching Service Conciliation and Arbitration Commission, q 1284.
Education Acts (Amendment) Bill, 125 I, 1258, 1261,
1752.
Government Employee Housing AuthorityTeacher housing, 71, q 685, q 856.
Grocery Prices Bill, 479,542,643.
Housing-Public waiting lists, 69. Private rental
stocks, 69.
Law Courts-Effects of Family Law Act, 68.
Library Services-Funding, q 13.
Manufacturing Industries-Importance, 66.
Midland Milk Pty Ltd-Milk discounting and interstate marketing, q 1032.
Municipalities-Library funding, q 13.
National Parks (Amendment) Bill, 330.
Parliament-Broadcasting and televising of proceedings, 35.
Petitions-Duck hunting season, 483.
Points of Order-Standing Order No. 164,465.
Police Department-Random breath testing of
farmers, q 377.
Post-Secondary Education (Amendment) Bill, 1348.
Preschools-Involvement of convicted paedophile,
q 1205.
Prices-Govemment pegging program, q 937.
Public Service-Effects of departmental restructures, 73.
Residential Tenancies (Amendment) Bill, 1390.
Road Construction Authority-Echuca-Moama
bridge, 72.
Road Traffic Authority-Random breath testing of
farmers, q 377.
Sessional Orders, 33.
State Transport Authority-Echuca rail bridge, 72.
Relocation of obsolete rail trucks, q 1428.
Supply (1987-88, No. 1) Bill, 946.
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Hann. Mr E. J.-continued
Teaching Service Conciliation and Arbitration
Commission, q 1284.
Television-Violence, 70.
Water Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1324.
Works and Services (Ancillary Provisions. No. I)
Bill,946.
"Hansard"-Incorporation of material, 303.
Harrowfield, Mr J. D. (Mitcham)
Agriculture and Rural Affairs, Department ofAppeal by officer, 444.
Expo '88, q 1368.
State Transport Authority-Derailments of locomotives, 1416.
Victorian-Jiangsu Joint Economic CommitteeEstablishment, q 377.
Hayward, Mr D. K. (Prahran)
Address-in-Reply, 428.
Borrowing and Investment Powers Bill, 1400.
Chia South Yarra Project-Government financial
commitment, q 298. Municipal approval, 428.
Government Departments and InstrumentalitiesAdministration, 430.
Grievances, 1140.
Industry, Technology and ResourcesIndustry-Government interference, 431. Effects of
Governmentcharges, 1141. Investment, 1143.
Technology-New, 431. Inadequate investment,
1142.
Liquor Control Bill, 1438, 1592.
Petitions-Television production, 1628.
Planning-For major projects, 429.
Points of Order-Answers to questions without
notice, 298.
Prices-Increases, 1141. Government pegging program, 1141.
State Finance-Government borrowings, 430.
Taxation-State taxes and charges, 1141.
Television-Effects of networking on employment,
1628.
Unions-Influence on Government decisions, 432.
WorkCare-Operation of system, 431.
Health-

Department Victoria-Strathallen golf course, 1027,
1029.

Diseases-Region 8 diabetes education and control
program, 443. Acquired immune deficiency syndrome, q 537, 733, 1136.
General-Springvale community health centre, 811.
Effects of breach in ozone layer, 1615, 1616.

Heft'e~

Mr V. P. (Ivanhoe)
Address-in-Reply, 820.
Box Hill Central Project-Rental agreement, q 933.
Chia South Yarra Project-Suspension of companies from stock exchange, 285.
Ellis, Richard, Pty Ltd, q 205, q 207.
Environment Protection (Amendment) Bill, 1584.
Government, The-Record in office, 820.
House Contracts Guarantee Bill, 1569.
Housing-Public waiting list, 820.
Metropolitan Transit Authority-Museum station:
Victoria project, q 205, q 207. Administration, 820.
Box Hill central project, q 933. Access to Malvern
supermarket site, 1186.
Planning and Environment Bill, 696, 1750.
Planning Appeals (Amendment) Bill, 578, 1223.
Poverty-Increase, 821.
State Electricity Commission-Richmond to Brunswick powerline, 197.
State Transport Authority-Administration, 820.
Unions-In building industry, 822. Work practices,
822.
Victoria Project-Richard Ellis Pty Ltd, q 205, q 207.

Herald and Weekly Times Ltd-Takeover by Murdoch organisation, 1129.

Hill, Mrs J. M. (Frankston North)
Education-About dangers of sexually transmitted
diseases, 537.
Health-Acquired immune deficiency syndrome,
537.
Library Services-Funding, 539.
Petitions-Library funding, 539.
Prices-Government pegging program, q 1284.

Hill, Mr L. J. (Warrandyte)
Address-in-Reply,262.
Airlines-Proposed transfer of facilities from Melbourne, q 1624.
Alcohol-Under-age drinking, q 376.
Consumer Affairs-Services in outer eastern suburbs, q 622.
Economy, The-Government strategy, 262.
Education-Retention rates, 264.
Government, The-Record in office, 262.
Law Courts-Magistrates Courts, 265.
Legal and Constitutional Committee-Report presented: human rights, 1437.
Moomba-Under-age drinking, q 376.
Petitions-Meat trading hours, 302, 539.
Planning-Zoning in Warrandyte, 675.
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Hill, Mr L. J.-continued
Social Justice-Government strategy, 263.
Trading Hours-Meat, 302, 539.
Hirsh, Mrs C. D. (Wantirna)
Address-in-Reply, 190.
Alcohol-Under-age drinking, 1151.
Ausmark Advertising Pty Ltd, 1790.
Consumer Affairs-House auctions, 289. Advertising of moneymaking schemes, 1614. Ausmark
Advertising Pty Ltd, 1790.
Crimes (Family Violence) Bill, 1776.
Drugs-Abuse, 1151.
Economy. The-Government strategy, 190.
Education-Integration aides and equipment, 193.
Student retention rates, 1152.
Employment-Improved opportunities, 191. For
young people, q 212.
Estate Agents-House auctions, 289.
Government, The-Record in office. 190.
Grievances, 398, 11 51.
House Contracts Guarantee Bill, 1555, 1706.
Housing-Auctions, 289. Protection of home purchasers, 398.
Points of Order-Reading of speeches, 677.
Public Service-Career opportunities for women,
q 856.
Residential Tenancies (Amendment) Bill, 1390.
Road Traffic Authority-Traffic conditions at Bayswater intersections, 1025.
Small Business-Encouragement of women, q 1435.
Social Justice-Government strategy, 192.
Supply (1987-88, No. 1) Bill, 1006.
Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Board, 194.
Women-Career opportunities in public sector,
q 856. Small business opportunities, q 1435.
Works and Services (Ancillary Provisions, No. I)
Bill, 1006.
Hocldey, Mr G. S. (Bentleigh)
Budget for 1987-88-Introduction, q 11.
Dental Services-Dentures, 1527.
Education-Standards in Government schools,
q 938.
Petitions-Dentures, 1527.
Hospitals-WiIliam AngJiss, 26. In western Victoria,
233. Waiting list, 241, 438, 802. Effect of nurses'
dispute, 243. Frankston, 439. Payment of grants,
789. Monash Medical Centre, 811. Brighton Community, 1182. Royal Children's, q 1366.
House Committee-Appointment, 31.
Housing-

General-Interest rates, q 10, q 14, 113, 200, 219,
385,418. Public waiting list, q 12,69, 81, 106,235,

Housing-continued
802, 820. Commencements, q 17. Private rental
stock, 69, 259. Auctions, 289, 293. Protection of
home purchasers, 398. Estate agents' commissions, 446. Bond and relocation assistance, 529,
532, 923. Commonwealth-State Housing Agreement, q 620. Federal Liberal Party policy, q 620.
Squatters in Government buildings in South Melbourne, 677, 680, 1414. Government assistance,
807. For young people, 1275, 1279. Government
policy, 1630.
Houses and Units-Granny flats, 126. In Bendigo
area, 364. In country areas, 609, 615.
Ministry-Police investigations, q 381. Sale of St
Albans public housing land, q 859.

Industry, Technology and ResourcesIndustry-Manufacturing: importance, 66; footwear, clothing and textile tariff protection, q 379;
motor vehicle sales, q 538; Government initiatives, 724. Assistance in country areas, 254, 297,
365. Government interference, 431. Stimulus, 661.
Effects of Government charges, 1141. Investment,
1143.
Resources-Mineral and hydrocarbon exploration,
q 1120.
Technology-New, 431. Government strategy, 663.
Inadequate investment, 1142.
Insurance-Third-party: for motorcyclists, q 132; premiums, q 458, q 688, 1417, 1421. Accident and
sickness policy, 1028, 1030.

J
Jasper, Mr K. S. (Murray Valley)
Address-in-Reply, 251.
Border Laws Anomalies Committee-Long service
leave, 1613.
Building and Construction Industry-Union wage
push, q 1206. Wage increases, q 1523, q 1623.
Business Franchise Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1061,
1071.
Carlton and United Breweries Ltd-Drivers' dispute, q 52.
Chattel Securities Bill, 1242, 1246.
Citrus Fruit Industry-Sale of produce, 848.
Community Services Victoria-Goulburn Valley
foster care program, 1359.
Education-Teacher housing in country areas, 38,
255. RuthergJen High School, 367. Victorian High
Schools Sports Association, 528.
Government Employee Housing AuthorityTeacher housing, 38,255.
Grain Elevators Board-Public authority dividend,
391.
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Jasper, Mr K. S.-continued
Grievances, 389.
Grocery Prices Bill, 569.
House Contracts Guarantee Bill, 1571.
Housing-In country areas, 609.
Industry-Assistance in country areas, 254.
Liquor Control Bill, 1593.
Manufacturing Industries-Footwear, clothing and
textile tariff protection, q 379.
Motor Vehicle Industry-Sales, q 538.
Municipalities-Municipal Assistance Fund grants,
254. Beach-cleaning subsidies, 255, 286.
Petroleum Products-Fuel freight subsidy, 253.
Police Department-Walwa station, 1112.
Prices-Government pegging program, Q 460.
Primary Industries-Economic crisis, 252, 389.
Public Works Department-Rutherglen High School,
367. Payment of accounts, 1112.
Shop Trading Bill, 758,825,909,910,912,914,915,
916,919.

State Transport Authority-Melbourne-Cobram rail
service, 1276. Parcel services for north-eastern
Victoria, 1415.
Taxation-Public authority dividend paid by Grain
Elevators Board, 391.
Transport Workers Union-CUB dispute, q 52.
Unions-Building unions' wage push, Q 1206.
Victorian Young Farmers Inc.-Funding, 254.
Water-Lake Mokoan, 1512.
Water Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1329.
Jobn, Mr Micbael (Bendigo East)
Companies and Securities Legislation (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill, 1753.
Co-operation (Amendment) Bill, 1761.
Crimes (Grand Juries) Bill, 672.
Evidence (Neighbourhood Mediation Centres) Bill,
1768.

Housing-Granny flats, 126.
Judicial Salaries Bill, 667.
Jurisdiction of Courts (Cross-vesting) Bill, 1759.
Points of Order-A vailability of Quoted documents,
363.

Sale of Goods (Vienna Convention) Bill, 1758.
Jolly, Mr R. A. (Doveton) (Treasurer)
Accident Compensation Commission-Operation,
875.

Agricultural Acts (Amendment) Bill, 783, 886, 1309,
1310.

Animal Preparations Bill, 783, 887.
Borrowing and Investment Powers Bill, 303, 695,
1402, 1403, 1404, 1405.

Business Franchise Acts (Amendment) Bill, 484, 575,
1069, 1070, 1071.

Chia South Yarra Project-Reasons for sale, 372.

Jolly, Mr R. A.-continued
Coal Miners Accidents Relief Board-Report for
1985-86, 693.

Coal Mines (Amendment) Bill, 540, 649.
Dairy Industry-Midland Milk Pty Ltd, q 1032,
1145, Q 1363.

Economy, The-Interest rates, Q 10, q IS, 200. Effects
of Melbourne commercial activity, q 462. Comparison with Queensland, Q 689. Government
strategy, q 1285, q 1519, q 1524.
Employment-Statistics, q 1211.
Gas and Fuel Corporation-Increases in charges,
q 1118.

Government Departments and Instrumental.itiesIncreased staff, Q 1031.
Grievances, 1144.
Housing-Interest rates, Q 10, q 15, 200.
Insurance-Third-party: for motorcyclists, q 132;
premiums, q 458, q 688, 1421.
Members-Statements of honourable member for
Polwarth, 1144.
Midland Milk Pty Ltd-Milk discounting and interstate marketing, Q 1032, 1145. Refunds to farmers,
Q

1363.

Ministry, The-Treasurer's car telephone account,
Q 377.
Overseas Trading Corporation-Establishment,
q 1625.
Parliamentary Contributory Superannuation FundReport for 1985-86, 693.
Planning-Zoning in Warrandyte, 679.
Points of Order-Relevancy of remarks, 24.
Primary Industries-Lloyd report recommendations, q 1436.
Public Service-Increased employment, q 1031.
Road Traffic Authority-Transport accident compensation scheme, Q 299. Insurance premillms for
country taxi drivers, q 688.
State Electricity Commission-Increases in charges,
Q

1118.

State Finance-Public borrowings, q 1519.
Superannuation Schemes (Accident Compensation)
Bill, 1527, 1648.
Supply (1987-88, No. I) Bill, 484, 485.
Taxation-State taxes and charges, 372, Q 1118,
Q

1209.

Taxation (Reciprocal Powers) Bill, 541, 654" 1079,
1080,1081.

Taxis-Insurance premiums for country drivers,
Q

688.

WorkCare-Operation of system, 875. Comparison
with other States, Q 940.
Works and Services (Ancillary Provisions, No. I)
Bill, 426, 486.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

K
Keilor-Government initiatives, 433.

Kennedy. Mr A. D. (Bendigo West)
Address-in-Reply, 360.
Agriculture and Rural Affairs, Department ofEstablishment of Office of Rural Affairs, 362.
Ambulance Services-Bendigo, 1113.
Apprentices-Improved opportunities, 364.
Government Departments and InstrumentalitiesRegionalisation, 362.
Housing-In Bendigo area, 364.
Industry-Assistance in country areas, Q 297, 365.
Petitions-Library funding, 214.
Resources-Mineral and hydrocarbon exploration,
Q 1I20.
Salinity-Government initiatives, 362.
State Transport Authority-Grain freight rates, 360.
Staff numbers, 361.
Supply (1987-88, No. 1) Bill, 1019.
Taxation-State taxes and charges, 361.
Tourism-In Bendigo area, 365.
Works and Services (Ancillary Provisions, No. I)
Bill,1019.

Kennett, Mr J. G. (Burwood) (Leader of the Liberal
Party)
Address-in-Reply,814.
Business of the House-Sessional Orders, 33. Questions without notice, 1292, 1525. Order, 1545.
Chia South Yarra Project-Attitude of Government,Q 295.
Crimes (Family Violence) Bill, 1779.
Deaths-S. M. Keon, Esq., 2. N. F. Stacey, Esq., 4.
D. B. lennings, Esq., 1195.
.
Economy, The-Government claims, Q 9. Interest
rates, 385. Inflation, 385. Government strategy,
Q 1522.
Electoral-Nunawading Province by-election,
Q 1203, Q 1206, Q 1365.
Government Departments and InstrumentalitiesPolice investigations, Q 129. Payment of accounts,
Q 375.
Grievances, 385, 1147.
Grocery Prices Bill, 463, 477, 542.
House Contracts Guarantee Bill, 1696.
Housing-Interest rates, 385.
Industrial Relations (Miscellaneous Amendments)
Bill, 1751.
Liquor Control Bill, 1592, 1593.
Living Standards-Erosion by Government policies, 136.
Media-Publication of transcript of telephone conversation, 814.
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Kennett, Mr J. G.-continued
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
(Amendment) Bill, 1508.
Members-Honourable member for Monbulk, 815.
Hon. G. R. Crawford, Q 1034, Q 1117, 1147.
Metropolitan Transit Authority-Disruption of rail
services, 1616.
Mortuary Industry and Cemeteries Administration
Committee-Appointment, 32.
Nunawading Province By-election-Investigations
and advice, Q 1203, Q 1206, Q 1365.
Parliament-Broadcasting and televising of proceedings, 35.
Plumbers and Gasfitters Employees Union of Australia-Bans on building sites, Q 1034, Q 1117,
1147; general secretary, Q 1034, Q 1117, 1147.
Points of Order-Relevancy of remarks, 23. A vailability of Quoted documents, 44, 131. Answers to
Questions without notice, 295, 461, 855. Call by
Chair, 383, 384. Scope of debate, 462, 543. Questions without notice: to relate to Government
administration, 775, 1366, 1427; Quoting from
newspapers, 940. Scope of personal explanation,
1038. Rule of sub judice, 1203.
Police Department-Investigations of Government
departments and instrumentalities, Q 1~9.
Police Regulation (Protective Services) Bill, 1731,
1733.
Prices-Government pegging program. Q 453, 817,
1027, 1148.
Public Service (Amendment) Bill, 1711.
Sessional Orders, 33.
Shop Trading Bill, 919.
Social lustice-Government strategy, 816.
State Finance-Government borrowings, 385,
Q 1522.
Taxation-State taxes and charges, 386, 818.
Unions-Proposed power strike, Q 683. Rail strike,
1616.
Keon. The Late S. M .. Esq., 1.
Kirkwood, Mr C. W. D. (Preston)
Fundraising-Royal Children's Hospital Good Friday appeal, Q 1366.
Mortuary Industry and Cemeteries Administration
Committee-Report presented: seventh report on
review of cemetery legislation, 1629.
National Gallery of Victoria-Security, Q 691.

Rulings and Statements as Acting SpeakerDebate-Offensive remarks, 227, 664. On amendments, 336. Interjections, 438, 840. Scope, 1088,
1592.
Kis (Australia) Pty Ltd, 16 15, 1618.
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Labour, Department ofEmployment-Statistics, q 14, 221, q 1211. Government initiatives, 28, 725, 737. For young people,
83, q 212. Improved opportunities, 191. In country
areas, 245. Wimmera Employment Promotiom,
530, 532. Inadequate education, 1157. (See also
"Apprentices")
General-Boiler and pressure vessels section, 404.
Molnak hoists, 405. Alleged vendetta against
inspector, 405, 1132, q 1430. Police investigations, q 688.
Lands (See "Conservation, Forests and LandsLands")
Latrobe Valley-Regional economy, 738.
Law Courts-Effects of Family Law Act, 68. Magistrates Courts, 265. Grand jury proceedings, 1613.

Lea, Mr D. J. (Sandringham)
Address-in-Reply, 105.
Education-Non-Government schools: enrolments,
107; funding, q 939.
Education Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1254, 1259.
Gas and Fuel Corporation (Amendment) Bill, 603.
Geriatric Services-Nursing home beds, 106.
Housing-Public waiting list, 106.
Housing (Amendment) Bill, 1313.
Library Services-Funding, 109.
Municipalities-Library funding, 109.
Post-Secondary Education (Amendment) Bill, 1349.
State Finance-Government borrowings, 107.
WorkCare-Statistics, 105.

Leadership-Qualities, 180. Survey in Central Highlands Province, 246, 420.
League of Rights, 1275, 1277.
Legal and Constitutional Committee-Reports presented: eighth report on subordinate legislation,
781; human rights. 1437.
Legislative Council-Role changes, q 1622.

Leigh, Mr G. G. (Malvern)
Address-in-Reply, 256.
Arts, The-Grants to Trades Hall Council, q 1036.
Poetry readings at Preston tramways depot, 1111.
Deaths-N. F. Stacey, Esq., 7.
Government, The-Record in office, 257. Broken
promises, 261.
House Contracts Guarantee Bill. 1567.
Housing-Private rental stock, 259. Squatters in
Government buildings in South Melbourne, 677,
1414.

Leigh, Mr G. G.-continued
Local Government Elections Bill, 1687.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
(Amendment) Bill, 1657.
Municipal Officers Association-Dispute with Oakleigh City Council, 611.
Oakleigh, City Council-Industrial dispute, 611.
Labor Party councillors, 926.
Points of Order-Relevancy of remarks, 24, 1642.
Statement in debate, 43,410. Offensive remarks,
227, 664. Quorum, 262. Availability of quoted
documents, 363, 421. Use of correct titles, 417.
Matters raised on motion for adjournment of sitting to relate to Government administration, 445.
Reading of speeches, 662, 664.
Police Department-Malvern ClB, 38, 260.
Residential Tenancies (Amendment) Bill, 1391.
Shop Trading Bill, 898.
State Trust Corporation of Victoria Bill, 890.
Taxation-State taxes and charges, 261.
Trades Hall Council-Arts grants, q 1036.
Liberal Party-Federal leadership, 87. Policies, 189.
Federal housing policy, q 620. Equal opportunity
policy, 924. Policy on Commonwealth Government assistance to State and local government,
1371.
Library Committee-Appointment, 31.
Library Services-Funding q 13, 54, 109,,214, 358,
382,483,539,623,693,789,862,942,1040,1212.
Lieberman, Mr L. S. (Benambra)
Address-in-Reply, 240.
Deaths-N. F. Stacey, Esq., 6.
Economy, The-Government strategy, 240. Interest
rates, 241. Inflation, 241.
Education-Tertiary student places, q 941. School
buses, 1370.
Electoral-Nunawading Province by-election,
q 1281.
Employment-In country areas, 245.
Forests (Dunstan Agreement) Bill, 1596.
Grocery Prices Bill, 466, 479.
Health Services (Conciliation and Review) Bill, 497.
Hospitals-Waiting lists, 241. Effects of nurses' dispute, 243.
Medical Services-Effects of nurses' dispute, 243. In
country areas, 244.
Metropolitan Transit Authority-Metrail depots,
q 780.
Nunawading Province By-election-Legal advice,
q 1281.
Petitions-School bus services, 1370.
Planning Appeals (Amendment) Bill, 586.
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Lieberman. Mr L. S.-cofllinucd
Points of Order-Answers to questions without
notice. 9, 780. 942, 1521. Call by Chair, 383. Rule
of sub judice. 1204.
Shop Trading Bill, 904.
Liquor Industry-Identification cards for young people.
1789.
Living Standards-Erosion by Government policies,
136.
Local Government (See "Municipalities")
Local Government Commission-Chairman: resignation. q 47; separation allowance. q 48; appointment,q 52.
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McDonald, Mr M. J. (Whittlesea)
Address-in-Reply, 28.
Craigieburn Hotel Complex, 215.
Education-Schools in Whittlesea electorate, 29.
Employment-Government initiatives, 28.
Metropolitan Transit Authority-Expansion of services, q 49. Closure of railway stations in Central
Highlands Province, 677.
Ministry, The-Premier's visits to country Victoria,
q 208.
Petitions-Craigieburn hotel complex, 215.
Planning-Domestic waste disposal tip for Kangaroo Ground, 1360.
State Transport Authority-Expansion of services,
q 49. Closure of railway stations in Central Highlands Province, 677.
Water-Supply in Whittlesea electorate, 30.

M

McCutcheon, Mr Andrew (St Kilda) (Minister for Water
Resources, and Minister for Property and Services)
Aboriginal Affairs-Army School of Health site,
Healesville, q 297.
Central Highlands Province By-election-Alleged
libel of National Party candidate, 680.
Education-Proposed Healesville T AFE college for
Aborigines, q 297. Teacher housing in country
areas, q 856.
Electoral-Central Highlands Province by-election,
680. Nunawading Province by-election, q 1203,
q 1206. q 1208, q 1281. q 1282, q 1283, q 1287,
q 1365, q 1368, q 1621.
Government Departments and InstrumentalitiesPolice investigations. q 379, q 690.
Government Employee Housing AuthorityTeacher housing. q 856.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of WorksLeasing of Windermere, Yarra Glen, 771. Agistment charges, 771.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
(Amendment) Bill, 783, 891. 1660. 1671.
Nunawading Province By-election-Investigations
and advice, q 1203. q 1206, q 1208, q 1281, q 1282,
q 1283. q 1287, q 1365, q \368, q 1621.
Police Department-Investigations of Government
departments and instrumentalities, q 379, q 690.
Rural Water Commission-General manager: resignation, q 683; appointment, q 687. Temporary
officers, q 691. Financial management strategy,
q 778. Flood studies, 852. Regionalisation, q 858.
Survey Co-ordination (Amendment) Bill, 1527, 1650.
Titles Office-Police investigations, q 379, q 690.
Water-Gordon-Mount Egerton supply, 615. Lake
Mokoan, 1517. Winneke reservoir. 1618.
Water Acts (Amendment) Bill. 540,650, 1337. 1355.
Waverley Pony Club, 771.

McGrath, Mr J. F. (Warrnambool)
Address-in-Reply, 231.
Conservation, Forests and Lands, Department ofRegionalisation, 234.
Co-operation (Amendment) Bill, 1762.
Education-Warrnambool Education Support
Centre, 124, 405.
Geriatric Services-Lyndoch Home, Warrnambool,
234.
Grievances, 405.
Hospitals-In western Victoria, 233.
Housing-Public waiting list, 235. Government policy, 1643.
Housing (Amendment) Bill, 1312.
Land (Miscellaneous Matters) Bill, 1176.
Medical Services-In western Victoria, 233.
Mental Health Services-Brierly Hospital, Warrnambool,767.
Municipalities-Road funding, 235.
Primary Industries-Importance, 232. Economic
crisis, 232.
Residential Tenancies (Amendment) Bill, 1390.
Road Construction Authority-Road funding, 235.
Shop Trading Bill, 842.
Supply (1987-88, No. I) Bill, 1014.
Totalizator Agency Board-Telephone betting, 1357.
Victorian Young Farmers Inc.-Funding, 233.
Works and Services (Ancillary Provisions, No. I)
Bill,1014.

McGrath, Mr W. D. (Lowan)
Address-in-Reply, 110.
Agricultural Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1307.
Agriculture and Rural Affairs, Department ofCaretaker's cottage for Victorian Crops Research
Institute, 612.
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McGrath. Mr W. D.-continued
Animal Preparations Bill, 1298.
Anzac Day (Amendment) Bill, 785.
Budget for 1986-87-Expenditure in country areas,
112.
Economy, The-Interest rates, 113, 115.
Education-Teacher housing in country areas, 693.
About dangers of sexually transmitted diseases,
1136. Victorian High Schools Sports Association,
1138.
Employment-Wimmera Employment Promotions, 530.
Film Victoria-Chairman, q 208.
Fire Authorities Bill, 1607.
Government Employee Housing AuthorityTeacher housing, 693.
Grain Industry-Freight rates, 770, 1137, q 1626.
Grievances, 1136.
Health-AIDS, 1136.
Housing-Interest rates, 113.
Insurance-Third-party: for motorcyclists, q 132;
premiums, q 688.
Municipalities-Road funding, 113.
National Parks (Amendment) Bill, 321, 1408.
Petitions-Teacher housing in country areas, 693.
Drivers'licence facilities, 1288.
Points of Order-Answers to questions without
notice, 49.
Port of Melbourne Authority (Amendment) Bill,
1053.
Prices-Government pegging program, 1024.
Primary Industries-Lloyd report recommendations, q 1436.
Racing-SP betting in hotels and clubs, q 1209.
Racing (Amendment) Bill, 576.
Road Construction Authority-Road funding, 113.
Road Traffic Authority-Insurance premiums for
country taxi drivers, q 688. Banking practices,
1110. Drivers' licences: facilities. 1288; heavy
vehicle endorsements, 1612.
Sport and Recreation-Sports assemblies, 442.
State Finance-Government borrowings, 112.
State Transport Authority-Disorderly passengers,
41. Grain freight rates, 112, 770, 1137, q 1626.
Taxis-Insurance premiums for country drivers,
q 688.
Victorian High Schools Sports Association-Staffing, 1138.
Wimmera Employment Promotions, 530.
MeNaman.. Mr P. J. (Benalla)
Accident Compensation Commission-Operation,
862.
Country Fire Authority-Funding of fire services,
q 1431.
Fire Authorities Bill, 1601, 1652, 1653.

McNamara. Mr P. J.-continul'd
Food Act 1986, 1526.
Industrial Relations (Miscellaneous Amendments)
Bill,782, 1267.
Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board-Funding of fire
services, q 1431.
Ministry, The-Break-in at office of Minister for
Labour, q 211.
Petitions-Food Act 1986, 1526.
Planning and Environment Bill, 710.
Planning Appeals (Amendment) Bill, 581.
Police Regulation (Protective Services) Bill, 1725,
1727, 1732.
Public Holidays (Bicentennial Celebrations) Bill,
1095,1581.
Road Traffic Authority-Vehicle registration
renewal, 1514.
Unions-Proposed power strike, q 861.
Victoria State Emergency Service Bill, 1398.
WorkCare-Operation of system, 862.
Maciellan, Mr R. R. C. (Berwick)
Address-in-Reply, 800.
Companies and Securities Legislation (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill, 1755.
Crimes (Family Violence) Bill, 1776.
Economy, The-Government management, 800.
Education--Government management. 803.
Electoral-Nunawading Province by-election,
q 1621.
Hospitals-Waiting lists, 802.
Housing-Public waiting list, 802.
Metropolitan Transit Authority-Government
management, 804.
Nunawading Province By-election-Legal opinions,
q 1621.
Petitions-Cranbourne-Narre Warren Road, 53.
Points of Order-Privilege, 48. Relevancy of
remarks, 101. Unparliamentary expressions, 541.
Answers to questions without notice, 936. Imputations against honourable members, 1374. Identification of quoted documents, 1386, 1721.
Police Regulation (Protective Services) Bill, 1718,
1722, 1728, 1730.
Residential Tenancies (Amendment) Bill, 1390.
Road Construction Authority-Cranbourne-Narre
Warren Road, 53.
Social Justice-Government strategy, 800.
State Transport Authority-Government management,804.
Taxation-State taxes and charges, 802.
Manufacturing Industries-Importance, 66. Footwear, clothing and textile tariff protection, q 379.
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Manufacturing Industries-continued
Motor vehicle sales, q 538. Government initiatives, 724. (See also "Industry, Technology and
Resources-/ ndustry")
Matches. Safety, q 939.
Mathews, Mr C. R. T. (Oakleigh) (Minister for the
Arts, and Minister for Police and Emergency
Services)
Alcohol-Under-age drinking, q 376.
Ambulance Services-Angel of Mercy helicopter,
1186.
Arts, The-National Gallery of Victoria, q 691,
q 1436. Grants to Trades Hall Council, q 1036.
State Library of Victoria, 1187.
Companies and Securities Legislation (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill, 1180, 1216, 1757.
Consumer Affairs-Misleading advertising, 852.
Co-operation (Amendment) Bill, 1512, 1542, 1763.
Country Fire Authority-Chairman, 450. Funding
of firefighting services, q 1036, q 1431.
Crimes (Family Violence) Bill, 1481, 1537, 1786.
Equal Opportunity (Amendment) Bill, 1041, 1171.
Evidence (Neighbourhood Mediation Centres) Bill,
1480,1535.
Film Victoria-Chairman, q 208.
Fire Authorities Bill, 1041, 1172, 1609, 1651, 1652,
1653, 1654, 1761.
Government Departments and InstrumentalitiesPolice investigations, q 129, q 131, q 378.
Hotel Australia-Fire hazards, 127.
Judicial Salaries Bill, 57, 282.
Jurisdiction of Courts (Cross-vesting) Bill, 1247.
Library Services-Funding, q 13.
Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board-Fire hazards in
central business district, 127. Funding of firefighting services, q J036, q 1431.
Ministry, The-Break-in at office of Minister for
Labour, q 211.
Moomba-Under-age drinking, q 376.
Mornington and District Water Board-Workshop
and store, 852.
Municipalities-Library funding, q 13.
National Gallery of Victoria-Security, q 691. Murdoch Court exhibition, q 1436.
Petitions-Police stress, 302.
Planning-Mornington water board workshop and
store, 852.
Planning Appeals (Amendment) Bill, 57, 279, 594,
1223.
Points of Order-Admissibility of matters raised on
motion for adjournment of sitting, 199.
Police DepartmentGeneral-Investigations of Government departments and instrumentalities, q 129, q 131, q 378.
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Mathews, Mr C. R. T.-continued
Drug Squad, q 134. Random breath testing of
farmers, q 377. Office of Chief Commissioner,
q 860.
Staff-For Malvern CIB, 43. For proposed Rosebud
regional headquarters, 127. For Frankston, 200.
Stress, 302. For Fitzroy Street, St Kilda, annexe,
q 376. For Mornington Peninsula, 1517.
Stations-Frankston, 200. South Morang, 201.
Epping, 201. Thomastown, 201. Walwa, 1115.
Police Regulation (Protective Services) Bill, 1041,
1174,1719,1728,1729.
Public Works Department-Payment of accounts,
Ill?
Road Traffic Authority-Random breath testing of
farmers, q 377. Banking practices, I J 15.
Sale of Goods (Vienna Convention) Bill, 1181,1220,
1759.
Sport and Recreation-Televising of events, 682.
State Library of Victoria, 1187.
State Trust Corporation of Victoria Bill, 783, 888.
Titles Office-Police investigations, q 131.
Trades Hall Council-Arts grants, q 1036.
Victoria State Emergency Service Bill, 1288, 1396,
1398.
Victorian Arts Centre (Amendment) Bill, 1527, 1650.
Victorian Prison Industries Commission-Allegations made by honourable member for Hawthorn,
202.
Media-Publication of transcript oftelephone conversation, 814. Access Age, q 533, 656. Herald and
Weekly Times Ltd, 1129. (See also "Television")
Medical Senices-

General-Government administration, 81. In western Victoria, 233. In Ringwood electorate, 239. In
country areas, 244. For the aged, 425. Provision,
440.
Nursing-Effects of dispute, 243.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works-leasing of Windermere, Yarra Glen, 768, 771. Agistment charges, 769, 771.
Melbourne Central Project (See "Victoria Project".)
Melbourne Marriage Agency, 1273, 1277.
Melrossa Estate, Traralgon, 121, q 129, 788.
Members-Role, 222. Honourable member for Polwarth,447, 1037, 1144. Honourable member for
Monbulk, 815. Hon. G. R. Crawford, q 1034,
q 1117,1147.
Mental Health Services-Government administration, 82. Brierly Hospital, Warmambool, 767, 772.
Metro!'Olitan Fire Brigades Board-Fire hazards in
central business district, 122, 127. Funding of firefighting services, q 1036, q 1431.
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Metropolitan Transit AuthorityBus Services-Expansion, q 49, 78, 424. In Central
Highlands Province, q 533, q 534, 656. Melbourne-Brighton, 658. Lilydale-Ringwood, 768,
773.
General-Services in Monbulk electorate, 26. Disorderly passengers, 41. Expansion of services, q 49,
78, 424. Museum station: Victoria project, q 205,
q 207, q 211. Ainders Street station redevelopment: recouping of capital funds, q 209; Sutherland Cellars Pty Ltd, q 300. Use of Government
cars by board members, q 212. Services in northern suburbs, 288, 292. Defects in Comeng trains,
q 301. Government initiatives, q 618. Closure of
railway stations in Central Highlands Province,
q 621, 677, 681. Borrowings, 655. Losses, 655.
Police investigations, q 686. Report on future
operations, q 690. Replacement of flashing lights
with boom barriers, q 779. Metrail depots, q 780.
Government management, 804. Administration,
820. Noble Park underpass, 849, 852. Yarra River
railway bridge, q 858. Security on late night services, q 859. Car parking at Werribee railway station, 925. Box Hill central project, q 933. St Kilda
and Port Melbourne light rail proposals, 1025,
1028. Access to Malvern supermarket site, 1186.
Public transport security review, 1213. Glen
Waverley railway interchange, 1356.
Rail Services-Security on trains, q 1363. St Kilda
and Port Melbourne lines, 1370. Disruption
through strike action, 1616, 1617.
Staff-Railway investigation officers, 287, 292. Railway employees, 659.
Tram Services-In Prahran and Richmond, 136.

Micallef, Mr E. J. (Springvale)
Address-in-Reply,81O.
Ethnic Affairs-Racism, 810.
Government, The-Record in office, 811.
Health-Springvale Community Health Centre, 811.
Hospitals-Monash Medical Centre, 811.
Ministry, The-Distribution of confidential documents, q 48.
Overseas Trading Corporation-Establishment,
q 1625.
Points of Order-Offensive remarks, 801. Identification of quoted documents, 11 I I.
Social Justice-Government strategy, 812.
WorkCare-Operation of system, 813. Comparison
with other States, q 940.

Midland Milk Pty Ltd-Principals, 414, 1124. Milk
discounting and interstate marketing, 414, q 1032,

Midland Milk Pty Ltd-continued
q 1121, 1124, 1145, q 1207, q 1210, q 1434. Preston operation, q 1285, q 1432. Cabinet discussions, q 1286, q 1432. Refunds to farmers, q 1363,
q 1432. Freedom of information request, q 1433.
Mining-Goldmining in Ballarat area, q 210. In Turtons Creek area, 1274,1279.
Ministry, The-Distribution of confidential documents, q 48. Premier'S visits to country Victoria,
q 208, 272. Break-in at office of Minister for
labOur, q 211. Treasurer's car telephone account,
q 377. Influence of unions on Minister for Transport, q 775, q 777. Statement by Premier, q 934,
1127.
Molnak Hoists, 405.
Moomba-Undt"r-age drinking, q 376.
Mortuary Industry and Cemeteries Administration
Committee-Appointment, 31. Report presented:
seventh report on review of cemetery legislation,
1629.
Municipal Officers Association (See "Unions")
MunicipalitiesBarrabool-Cou nci I offices, 357.
Broadmeadows--Government initiatives, 352.
Finance-For library services, q 13, 54, 109, 214,
358,382,483,539,623,693,789,862,942,1040,
1212. For roads, 113,235, 790. Municipal Assistance Fund grants, 254, q 381, 769, 771. Beachcleaning subsidies, 255, 286, 291. Liberal Party
policy, 1371.
Frankston-Development proposal, 1789, 1794.
General-Local Government Commission, q 47,
q 48, q 52. Amalgamations, q 50, 356. Government aims, 92.
Keilor-Police investigations, q 690.
Morwell-Review of boundaries, 608, 614.
Oakleigh-Industrial dispute, 611, 614. Labor Party
councillors, 926, 927.
Ringwood-Assistance funding, 528, 530.

N

National Gallery of Victoria-Security, q 691. Murdoch Court exhibition, q 1436.
National Party-Federal leadership, 91, 423. Policies,
100. State leadership, 808.
National Tennis Centre, q 129.
New Zealand-Earthquake relief fund, 424.
Norris, Mr T. R. (Dandenong)
Address-in-Reply,loo.
Alcohol-Abuse, 104. Under-age drinking, 1789.
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Norris, Mr T. R.-continued
Arts, The- Melbourne International Comedy Festival, q 686. Murdoch Court exhibition, q 1436.
Consumer Affairs-Melbourne Marriage Agency,
1273. Kis (Australia) Pty Ltd, 1615.
Drugs-Abuse, 104.
Government, The-Record in office, 102.
Grievances, 1128.
Health-Region 8 diabetes education and control
program, 443.
Herald and Weekly Times Ltd-Takeover by Murdoch organisation, 1129.
Kis (Australia) Pty Ltd, 1615.
Liquor Industry-Identification cards for young
people, 1789.
Melbourne Marriage Agency, 1273.
Metropolitan Transit Authority-Noble Park
underpass, 849.
National Gallery ofVictoria-Murdoch Court exhibition, q 1436.
National Party-Policies, 100.
Planning-Advertising signs, 125.
Police Department-Administration, 103.
Social Justice-Government strategy, 102.
Sport and Recreation-Government initiatives,
q 533. Televising of events, 678.
Television-Channel HSV7, 1129. Production of
programs, 1129.
Nude Bathing-At Werribee and Mount Eliza, 358.
Nunawading Province By-election-Investigations and
advice, q 1203, q 1206, q 1208, 1281, q 1282,
q 1283,q 1287,q 1365,q 1368,q 1621.

o
Overseas
Trading
q 1625.

Corporation-Establishment,

Oz Tennis Foundation-Programs for disabled and
disadvantaged children, q 861.
P
Parks-Maintenance of national, 63.
Parliament-Opening, I. Broadcasting and televising
of proceedings, 34, 945.
Parliament House-Completion, 732.
Parliamentary Contributory Superannuation FundReport for 1985-86, 693.
People Against Child Exploitation-Funds, 1160. Court
decision, 1419.
Perrin, Mr D. J. (Bulleen)
Address-in-Reply, 185.
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Perrin, Mr D. J.-COnlinued
Apprentices-Carpentry and joinery T AFE places,
1788.
Borrowing and Investment Powers Bill, 1233.
Business Franchise Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1065.
Chia South Yarra Project-Reasons for sale, 368.
Consumption Tax-Effects, 639.
Dairy Industry-Midland Milk Pty Ltd, q 1433.
Economy, The-Government strategy, 185.
Freedom of Information-Midland Milk Pty Ltd,
q 1433.
Liberal Party-Policies, 189.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
(Amendment) Bill, 1495, 1668.
Metropolitan Transit Authority-Use of Government cars by board members, q 212.
Midland Milk Pty Ltd-FOI request, q 1433.
Municipalities-Amalgamations, q 50.
Road Traffic Authority-Increases in motor vehicle
charges, q 536.
Shop Trading Bill, 827.
Social Justice-Government strategy, 187.
Supply (1987-88, No. 1) Bill, 1001.
Taxation-State taxes and charges, 185, 368, 536.
Taxation (Reciprocal Powers) Bill, 1075.
Works and Services (Ancillary Provisions, No. 1)
Bill, 1001.
Personal Explanations-By Mr I. W. Smith, 1037. By
Ms Sibree, 1628.
Pescott. Mr Roger (Bennettswood)
Chattel Securities Bill, 1241, 1750.
Dairy Industry-Milk discounting and interstate
marketing, q 1210, q 1434. Midland Milk Pty Ltd,
q 1210.
Education-Narmara Primary School, 215. Reverse
garbage truck service, 215.
Ethnic AffairsCommission-Operations, 394.
General-Adviser to Minister, 394. Use of Government vehicles, 396. Proposed Greek-Australian
conference, 397.
Gas and Fuel Corporation (Amendment) Bill, 602.
Grievances, 394.
House Contracts Guarantee Bill, 895, 1545, 1577,
1698, 1703, 1704, 1705, 1706, 1708, 1788.
Legislative Council-Changes to role, q 1622.
Midland Milk Pty Ltd-Milk discounting and interstate marketing, q 1210.
Petitions-Reverse garbage truck service, 215.
Prices-Government pegging program, q 455.
Supply Bills-Changes to passage, q 1625.
Tourism-Maldon accommodation complex,
q 1037.
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Petitions-Delta Task Force, 53. Cranbourne-Narre
Warren Road, 53. Brothels, 53. Euthanasia, 54.
Police strength, 54. Library funding, 54, 214, 382,
483, 539,623, 693, 862, 942, 1040, 1212. Fluoridation, 54, 1124. Meat trading hours, 54, 136, 302,
539. Ministry of Education houses, 55. Records of
births. deaths and marriages, 135. Prahran and
Richmond tram services, 136. Reverse garbage
truck service, 215. Craigieburn hotel complex, 215.
Police stress, 302. Duck hunting season, 483. Land
tax, 539. Teacher housing in country areas, 693.
Werribee Primary School, 943. Eltham copper
butterfly, 1212, 1437, 1527. Lilydale High School,
1287. Drivers' licences, 1288. School bus services,
1370. Flinders Street railway station, 1370. Pedestrian crossing supervisor for Irymple Primary
School, 1437. Food Act 1986, 1526. Dentures,
1526. Local Authorities Superannuation Fund,
1628. Television production, 1628. R5 arterial
road, 1629.
Petroleum Products-Fuel freight subsidy, 253. Prices,
q 781. Colourants, 1023, 1029.
Planning and Environment-

Environment-Fluorocarbons as aerosol propellants, 1108, 1114.

Planning-Brothels, 53. Advertising signs, 125, 127.
Craigieburn hotel complex, 215. For major projects, 429. Zoning in Warrandyte, 675, 679. Mornington water board workshop and store, 847, 852.
Subdivision of sensitive areas, 1139. Disputes,
1178. Domestic waste disposal tip for Kangaroo
Ground, 1360. Rezoning of Mandama Primary
School, 1514. Ringwood District Centre, 1515.

Plowman, Mr S. J. (Evelyn)
Address-in-Reply, 59.
Conservation, Forests and LandsDepartment-Operations, 59. Unpaid accounts, 59.
Field officers, 60.
Forests-Fire prevention work, 61. Forest roads and
fire access tracks, 62.
Conservation, Forests and Lands Bill, 1441, 1463,
1464, 1465, 1466, 1467, 1468, 1469, 1470, 1471,
1474, 1475, 1476, 1477, 1478, 1479.
Education-Lilydale High School, 1287.
Forests (Dunstan Agreement) Bill, 1595.
Hansard-Incorporation of material, 303.
Land (Miscellaneous Matters) Bill, 1180.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of WorksLeasing of Windermere, Yarra Glen, 768.
Metropolitan Transit Authority-Yarra River railway bridge, q 858.
National Parks-Maintenance, 63.

Plowman. Mr S. J.-continued
National Parks (Amendment) Bill, 163, 303, 338,
340,341,344,346,1408.
National Parks (Dandenong Ranges) Bill, 1081.
Petitions-Lilydale High School, 1287.
Points of Order-Answers to questions without
notice, 131. Call by Chair, 383.
Timber Industry-Woodchipping, 65.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds-Proliferation, 64.
Water-Winneke reservoir, 1614.
Plumbers and Gasfitters Employees Union of Australia (See ··Unions")
Police DepartmentCrime-Organised, q 205, 734.
General-Delta Task Force, 53. Improvements in
administration, 103. Investigations of Government departments and instrumentalities, q 129,
q 131, q 378, q 379, q 381,412, q 685, q 686, q 688,
q 690, 766, 771. Drug Squad, q 134. Random
breath testing of farmers, q 377. Government support, 796. Office of Chief Commissioner, q 860.
Security on trains, q 1363.
Staff-For Malvern CIB, 38, 43, 260. In Western
Port and Mornington Peninsula, 54, 1516, 1517.
For Mount Waverley, 98. For proposed Rosebud
regional headquarters, 123, 127. For Frankston
195, 200. Of Drug Squad, 230. For Fitzroy Street,
St Kilda, annexe, 230, q 376. For Hawthorn CIB,
270. Stress, 302. For Mirboo North, 791.
Stations-Frankston, 195, 200. South Morang, 195,
201. Epping, 195, 201. Thomastown, 195, 201.
Walwa, 1112, 1115.
Pope, Mr N. A. (Monbulk)
Address-in-Reply, 21.
Dandenong Ranges-Development plans, 26.
Economy, The-Government strategy, 21. Comparison with Queensland, 22.
Grocery Prices Bill, 559.
Hospitals-William Angiiss, 26.
Metropolitan Transit Authority-Services in Monbulk electorate, 26. Government initiatives, q 618.
National Parks (Dandenong Ranges) Bill, 1089.
Petitions-Meat trading hours, 136. Local authorities superannuation fund, 1628.
Superannuation-Local authorities fund, 1628.
Tourism-"G'Day Begins in Melbourne" campaign, q 134.
Trading Hours-Meat, 136.
Ports-Melbourne overseas wharfage charges, q 1626.
Poverty-Increase, 821.
Preschools-Involvement of convicted paedophile,
q 1205.
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Prices-Government pegging program, q 453, q 454,
q 455, q 457, q 458, q 460, q 617, q 778, 817, q 935,
q 937, 1024, 1027, 1029, q 1034, 1141, 1148,
q 1284. Increases, 1141.
Primary IndustriesCitrus Fruit-Sale of produce, 848.
Dairy-Farm incomes, 277. Milk discounting and
interstate marketing, 414, q 1032, q 1119, q 1121,
1124,1145, q 1207, q 1210, q 1434. Midland Milk
Pty Ltd, 414, q 1032, q 1121, 1124, 1145, q 1207,
q 1210, q 1285, q 1286, q 1363, q 1432, q 1433.
Fishing-Abalone licences, q 456.
General-Importance, 66,232,278,806. Economic
crisis, 176,232.252,389, 791. Farm incomes, 277.
Farm numbers, 1181. L10yd report recommendations, q 1436.
Grain-Economic crisis, 730. Freight rates, 770, 773,
1137,q 1626.
Sheep-Live exports, q 1435.
Timber-Woodchipping, 65.
Printing Committee-Appointment, 31.
Privileges Committee-Appointment, 31.
Public Bodies Reyiew Committee-Report presented:

Victorian Broiler Industry Negotiation Committee and Tomato Processing Industry Negotiating
Committee. 1758.

Public Prosecutions, Director of-Administration of
office. 441, 447.
Public Se"ice-Effects of departmental restructures,

73. Career opportunities for women, 856. Increased
employment, q 1031.

Public Transport (See "Metropolitan Transit Authority" and "State Transport Authority")
Public Works Department-

General-Painters at Parliament House, 199, 203.
Publication, Design and Construction: Public
Works Department, Victoria 1986, 267. Association of Draughting, Supervisory and Technical
Employees, 366, 373. Police investigations, q 685,
766, 771. Payment of accounts, 1112, 1115.
Schools-Rutherglen High, 367, 373.

Q
Queensland-Premier's visit to Japan, 422.
R

RadngGeneral-SP betting in hotels and clubs, q 1209.
Harness-Effects of South Australian investigation,
q 205.

(25)

Ramsay, Mr J. H. (Balwyn)
Address-in-Reply, 742.
Deaths-N. F. Stacey, Esq., 8. D. B. Jennings, Esq.,
1201.
Economy, The-Interest rates, 200. Government
strategy, 744.
Extractive Industries (Amendment) Bill, 508.
Gas and Fuel Corporation (Amendment) Bill, 595.
Government Departments and InstrumentalitiesEfficiency, 744.
Government, The-Record in office, 742.
Grievances, 418.
Grocery Prices Bill, 468.
Housing-Public waiting list, q 12. Interest rates, 200,
418 ..Government policy, 1630.
Housing (Amendment) Bill, 1310.
Points of Order-Questions without notice: answers,
857; to relate to Government administration, 1366;
not to seek accessible information, 1524.
Questions without Notice-Answers, q 214,1369.
Residential Tenancies (Amendment) Bill, 1390, 1391.
Social Justice-Government strategy, 744.
State Finance-Government borrowings, 420.
Supply (1987-88, No. 1) Bill, 1010.
Taxation-State taxes and charges, 743.
Works and Services (Ancillary Provisions, No. 1)
Bill,lOlO.

Ray, Mn M. E. (Box Hill)
Conservation, Forests and Lands Bill, 1454.
Education-Reorganisation of State schools, q 692.
National Parks (Amendment) Bill, 329.
Oz Tennis Foundation-Programs for disabled and
disadvantaged children, q 861.
Senior Citizens-Senior Citizens Week, q 380.
Sport and Recreation-Tennis program for disabled
and disadvantaged children, q 861.

Remington, Mr K. H. (Melbourne)
Address-in-Reply,85.
Alcoa of Australia Ltd-Confidence in Portland
smelter, 416.
Business-Confidence in Victoria, 415.
Chia South Yarra Project-Confidence in, 416.
Consumption Tax-Effects, 88.
Economy, The-Comparison with Queensland, 90.
Grievances, 415.
Income Tax-Aat rate, 88.
Liberal Party-Federal leadership, 87.
National Tennis Centre, q 129.
Points of Order-Identification of quoted documents, 1112.
Sport and Recreation-For disadvantaged groups,
q 1434.
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Reynolds, Mr T. C. (Gisborne)
Amusement Parlours-Illegal machines, 1611.
Anzac Day (Amendment) Bill, 784.
Athletics-Bookmakers' turnover tax, 1792.
Boxing, Professional, Control Board, 1185.
Racing (Amendment) Bill, 576.
Road Construction Authority-Calder Highway,
370.
Shop Trading Bill, 908.
State Transport Authority-Rail freight rate
increases, q 619.
Stawell Athletic Club, 1792.
Strathallen Golf Course, 1027.

Richardson, Mr J. I. (Forest Hill)
Business of the House-Questions without notice,
1291.
Dairy Industry-Midland Milk Pty Ltd, q 1286,
q 1432.
Deaths-D. B. Jennings, Esq., 1201.
Grocery Prices Bill, 469.
House Contracts Guarantee Bill, 1557.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
(Amendment) Bill, 1667, 1671, 1673.
Midland Milk Pty Ltd-Cabinet discussions, q 1286,
q 1432.
Points of Order-Offensive remarks, 51. Matters
raised on motion for adjournment of sitting:
admissibility, 198; to be urgent, 678. Reflection on
Chair, 409. Questions without notice: answers, 453,
456, 459, 933; not to seek opinions, 692; to relate
to Government administration, 775; not to seek
accessible information, 1523. Standing Order No.
164,465.
Prices-Government pegging program, q 460.

Road Construction AuthorityBridges-Echuca-Moama, 72.
General-Safety cabs for road-rollers, 289, 292.
Effects of Federal funding changes, q 1123.
Highways-Calder, 370,372.
Roads-Cranbourne-Narre Warren, 53. Funding,
113, 235, 790. R5 arterial, 1629. Reclassification
of Buninyong, 1793.
Road Safety Committee-Proposed, 1583.
Road Traffic AuthorityGeneral-Police investigations, q 686. Banking
practices, 1110, 1115. Registration renewal, 1514.
Pedestrian Crossings-Supervisor for Irymple Primary School, 1437.
Road Safety-Random breath testing of farmers,
q 377. Bus accident at Bass, q 378. Replacement
of flashing lights with boom barriers, q 779.

Road Traffic Authority-continued

Road Traffic-Bayswater intersections, 1025, 1029.
Boom gates for Rockbank, 1612, 1617.
Road Vehicles-Transport accident compensation
scheme, q 299. Drivers' licences: tests and facilities, 527, 1288; heavy vehicle endorsements, 1612,
1617. Increases in charges, q 536. Insurance premiums for country taxi drivers, q 688. Roadworthiness, 1138, 1154.
Roper, Mr T. W. (Brunswick) (Minister for Transport)
Access Age, q 533.
Auditor-General-Report on Ministry of Transport,
q 855.
Box Hill Central Project, q 933.
Community Services Victoria-Turana Education
Centre traffic safety program, 1420.
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances (Amendment) Bill, 1481, 1541.
Ellis, Richard, Pty Ltd, q 205, q 207.
Government Departments and InstrumentalitiesPolice investigations, q 687.
Grain Industry-Freight rates, 773, q 1626.
Health Services (Conciliation and Review) Bill, 57,
164,499,506,507.
Human Tissue (Amendment) Bill, 1480, 1764.
Mental Health Services-Brierly Hospital, Warrnambool,772.
Metropolitan Transit AuthorityBus Services-In Central Highlands Province, q 533,
q 534. Lilydale-Ringwood, 773.
General-Expansion of services, q 49. Museum station: Victoria project, q 205, q 207, q 211. Ainders Street station redevelopment: recouping of
capital funds, q 209; Sutherland Cellars Pty Ltd,
q 300. Use of Government cars by board members, q 213. Services in northern suburbs, 292.
Railway investigation officers, 292. Defects in
Comeng trains, q 301. Government initiatives,
q 618. Closure of railway stations in Central Highlands Province, 681. Police investigations, q 687.
Report on future operations, q 690. Replacement
offlashing lights with boom barriers, q 779. Metrail
depots, q 780. Noble Park underpass, 852. Yarra
River railway bridge, q 858. Security on passenger
services, q 859, q 1363. Box Hill Central project,
q 933. Public transport security review, 1213.
Rail Services-Disruption through strike action,
1617.
Ministry, The-Influence of unions on Minister for
Transport, q 775, q 777.
Points of Order-Reference to debate in same session, 259. Questions without notice to relate to
Government administration, 1366.
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Roper, MrT. W.-continued
Police Department-Investigations of Government
departments and instrumentalities, q 687. Security on trains. q 1363.
Port of MeJbourne Authority (Amendment) Bill, 427.
487, 1057.
Ports-Melbourne overseas wharfage charges,
q 1626.
Psychologists Registration Bill, 1289.
Road Construction Authority-Safety cabs for roadrollers, 292. Effects of Federal funding changes,
q 1123.
Road Traffic AuthorityGeneral-Police investigations, q 687.
Road S~reIJ'-Bus accident at Bass, q 378. Replacement offlashing lights with boom barriers. q 779.
Road Traffic-Boom gates for Rockbank, 1617.
Road Vehicles-Increases in motor vehicle charges.
q 536. Drivers' licences: heavy vehicle endorsements, 1612, 1617.
State Transport AuthorityFares and Freight-Rail freight rate increases, q 619.
Grain freight rates, 773, q 1626.
General-Expansion of services, q 49. Conductors
on Geelong-Melbourne rail service, 292. Railway
investigation officers, 292. Closure of railway stations in Central Highlands Province, q 621, 68 I.
Police investigations, q 687. Repon on future
operations, q 690. Replacement of flashing lights
with boom barriers, q 779. Railway rolling stock,
q 1208. Parcel services for nonh-eastern Victoria,
1420. Derailments of locomotives, 1420. Relocation of obsolete rail trucks, q 1428.
Rail Services-Security on trains, q 1363.
Taxation-State taxes and charges, q 536.
Transport, Ministry of-t\uditor-General's report,
q 855.
Unions-Power of transport unions, q 775, q 777.
Rail strike, 1617.
Victoria Project-Richard Ellis Pty Ltd, q 205, q 207.
Kumagai Gumi Co. Ltd, q 211.
Ross-Edwards, Mr Peter (Shepparton) (Leader of the
National Party)
Aboriginal Affairs-Army School of Health site,
Healesville, q 297.
Address-in-Reply, 727.
Borrowing and Investment Powers Bill, 1231.
Central Highlands Province By-election-Alleged
libel of National Party candidate, 676.
Companies and Securities Legislation (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill, 1757.
Crime-Organised crime in South Australia, q 205.
Crimes (Family Violence) Bill, 1776.
Deaths-S. M. Keon, Esq., 3. N. F. Stacey, Esq., 5.
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Ross-Edwards. Mr Peter-continued
Economy, The-Interest rates, q 10. Government
management, 728. Government strategy, q 1621.
Education-Proposed Healesville T AFE college for
Aborigines, q 297.
Electoral-Central Highlands Province by-election,
676. Nunawading Province by-election, q 1282.
Evidence (Neighbourhood Mediation Centres) Bill,
1770.
Gas and Fuel Corporation-Increases in charges,
q 1118.
Governor, The-Conversations with leaders of
opposition parties, 727. Role, 727.
Grain Industry-Economic crisis, 730.
Grievances, 1127.
Grocery Prices Bill, 551, q 618.
Housing-Interest rates, q 10.
Judicial Salaries Bill, 668.
Metropolitan Transit Authority-Security on trains,
q 1363.
Ministry, The-Statement by Premier, q 934, 1127.
Nunawading Province By-election-Legal opinions,
q 1282.
Plumbers and Gasfitters Employees Union of Australia-Major project bans, q 533.
Points of Order-Call by Chair, 383.
Police Department-Stafffor Fitzroy Street, St Kilda,
annexe, q 376. Security on trains, q 1363.
Police Regulation (Protective Services) Bill, 1712.
Prices-Government pegging program, q 1034.
Public Service (Amendment) Bill, 1712.
Racing-Effects on harness racing of South Australian investigation, q 205.
Rural Water Commission-Resignation of general
manager, q 683.
Sale of Goods (Vienna Convention) BilJ, 1759.
Saleyards-Newmarket, 729.
State Electricity Commission-Charges: increases,
q 1118.
State Transport Authority-Security on trains,
q 1363.
Supply (1987-88, No. 1) BilJ, 967.
Taxation-State taxes and charges, q 1118.
Taxation (Reciprocal Powers) BilJ, 1075.
Unions-Compulsory unionism, q 47.
Works and Services (Ancillary Provisions, No. 1),
BiIl,967.
Rowe, Mr B. J. (Essendon)
Address-in-Reply, 796.
Consumption Tax-Effects, 637.
Economy, The-Government strategy, q 1285,
q 1520.
Police Department-Government support, 796.
Shop Trading Bill, 846, 896.
State Finance-Government borrowings, q 206.
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Rowe. Mr B. J.-conlinued
State Library of Victoria. 1182.
Rural Finance Commission-Assistance to fanners, 93.
Rural Water Commission-Operations, 93. General
manager: resignation, q 683; appointment, q 687.
Temporary officers. q 691. Financial management
strategy. q 778. Rood studies. 850. 852. Regionalisation, q 858.

S
Saleyards-Ncwmarket.729.
Salinity-Government initiatives. 362.
Seitz, Mr George (Keilor)
Address-in-Reply.433.
Environment Protection Authority-Brambles liquid waste dump. 435.
Gas and Fuel Corporation-Commercial and industrial tariffs. q 860.
Government. The-Record in office. 433.
Keilor-Government initiatives. 433.
Western Suburbs-Improved services and facilities,
q 1118.
Senior Citizens-Senior Citizens Week. q 380.

Sheehan, Mr F. P. (Ballarat South)
Address-in-Reply, 723.
Economy, The-Government strategy, 724. q 1429.
Employment-Government initiatives, 725.
Government, The-Record in office, 723.
Insurance-Accident and sickness policy, 1028.
Manufacturing Industries-Government initiatives, 724.
Mining-Goldmining in BaHarat area, q 210.
Petitions-Meat trading hours, 54.
Road Construction Authority-Road reclassification at Buninyong, 1793.
Tourism-Sovereign Hill, BaHarat, 726.
Trading Hours-Meat, 54.
Water-Gordon-Mount Egenon supply, 610.

Shell, Mr H. K. (Geclong)
Address-in-Reply, 115.
Government, The-Record in office. 1 ~ 6.
Prices-Government pegging program, q 454.
Spon and Recreation-Public swimming pool for
Hamlyn Heights, 1791.
State Transpon Authority-Conductors on Geelong-Melbourne rail service, 286.
Submarines-Construction in Victoria, 115.
Taxation-State taxes and charges, q 1209.
Tourism-For Geelong, 116.

Sessional Orders. 32.
Setches, Mrs K. P. (Ringwood)
Address-in-Reply. 236.
Apprentices-Affirmative action. 237. Improved
opponunities.237.
Consumer Affairs-Private training colleges. q 51.
Economy. The-Comparison with Queensland, 238.
Employment-Statistics. q 1211.
Geriatric Services-Ringwood-Croydon community nursing home. 369.
Health Services (Conciliation and Review) Bill. 492.
Medical Services-In Ringwood electorate. 239.
Metropolitan
Transit
Authority-LilydaleRingwood bus services, 768.
Petitions-Meat trading hours, 539.
Planning-Ringwood District Centre. 1515.
Ringwood-Municipal assistance funding, 528.
Social Justice-Government strategy, 238.
Spon and Recreation-Resurfacing of A. C. Robenson field athletics track. Ringwood, 528.
Trading Hours-Meat, 539.
Water Boss Pty Ltd. 1358.
Women-Domestic violence, 239.
WorkCare-Operation of system. 237.

Sibree, Ms P. A. (Kew)
Address-in-Reply. 266.
Citizens Welfare Service of Victoria-Funding, 266.
Community Services Victoria-Funding for youth
organisations, 269.
Education-Non-Government school cnrolments,
q 936.
Education Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1247, 1258, 1260,
1261.1262,1752.
Government Depanments and InstrumentaliticsWaste watch, 267. Police investigations, q 688.
Handicapped Persons-Provision of wheelchairs,
268.
Housing-Sale by Ministry of St Albans public
housing land, q 859.
Labour, Department of-Police investigations,
q 688.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works.
(Amendment) Bill, 1503.
Personal Explanations-Statement in debate, 1628.
Police Depanment-Hawthorn CIB, 270. Investigations of Government depanments and instrumentalities, q 686.
Post-Secondary Education (Amendment) Bill, 1342.
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Sibree. Ms P. A.-continued
Public Works Department-Publication, Design and
Construction: Public Works Department. Victoria
1986,267.
Social Development Committee-Report presented: second and final report on options for dying
with dignity, 1629.
Social Justice-Government strategy, 266.
Taxation-State taxes and charges, 270.
WorkCare-Cost of publicity, 1628.
Sidiropoulos, Mr Theodore (Richmond)
Airlines-Services for Victoria, q 1205.
Births, Deaths and Marriages, Registry of-Cost of
obtaining certificates, 135.
Economy, The-Effects of Melbourne commercial
activity, q 462.
Ethnic Affairs-Proposed Greek-Australian conference.445.
Metropolitan Transit Authority-Prahran and
Richmond tram services, 136.
Petitions-Records of births. deaths and marriages,
135. Prahran and Richmond tram services, 136.
Simmonds, Mr J. L. (Reservoir) (Minister for Local
Government)
Central Highlands Province-Municipal assistance
grants, q 38 I.
Constitution (Local Government) Bill. 1439, 1533.
Consumer Affairs-Advertising of Churchill Heights
subdivision, 1517.
Government Departments and InstrumentalitiesPolice investigations, q 690.
Local Government Bill, 1438, 1527.
Local Government Commission-Chairman: resig·
nation, q 47; separation allowance, q 48; appointment, q 52.
Local Government Elections Bill, 1041, 1174, 1692.
MunicipalitiesFinance-Beach-cleaning subsidy, 291. MunIcipal
Assistance Fund grants, q 381, 77 I.
General-Local Government Commission, q 47,
q 48, q 52. Amalgamations, q 50.
Keilor-Police investigations, q 690.
Morwell-Review of boundaries, 614.
Oakleigh-Industrial dispute, 614. Labor Party
councillors, 927.
Ringwood-Assistance funding, 530.
Municipal Officers Association-Dispute with Oakleigh City Council, 614.
Points of Order-Relevancy of remarks, 522. Identification ofquoted documents, 523. Matter raised
on motion for adjournment of sitting to relate to
Government administration, 924, 926.
Police Department-Investigations of Government
departments and instrumentalities, q 690.
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Simmonds. Mr J. L.-coflfinlled
Sport and Recreation-Resurfacing of A. C. Robertson field athletics track, Ringwood, 530.
Victoria Grants Commission (Amendment) Bill, 58,
157,524.
Victorian Young Farmers Inc.-Funding, 200.
Simpson, Mr J. H. (Niddrie)
Address-in-Reply, 245.
Deaths-D. B. Jennings, Esq., 1/99.
Employment-Statistics, q 14.
Leadership-Survey in Central Highlands Province,
246.
Points of Order-Reflection on Premier of Queensland, 184. Admissibility of matters raised on
motion for adjournment of sitting, 198. A vailability of quoted documents, 363. Scope of debate,
907.
Shop Trading Bill, 832.
State Transport Authority-Railway rolling stock,
q 1208.
Victorian Prison Industries Commission-Allegations made by honourable member for Hawthorn,
197.
Work Care-Cost of publicity, q 1622.
Sladden, Mr Vic.-Appreciation of services, 1788.
Small Business-Encouragement of women, q 1435.
Smith, Mr E. R. (Glen Waverley)
Address-in-Reply, 95.
Anzac Day (Amendment) Bill, 785.
Community Services Bill, 1412.
Community Services Victoria-Child abuse, 1/60,
1419.
Crimes (Family Violence) Bill, 1771.
Education-Integration aides and equipment, 96.
Association of Councils of Post-Primary Institutions in Victoria, 607.
Geriatric Services-Home care, 98. Health care, 425.
Grievances, 424, 1160.
Housing-Bond and relocation assistance, 529.
Law Courts-Grand jury proceedings, 1613.
Medical Services-For the aged, 425.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of WorksAgistment charges, 769.
Metropolitan Transit Authority-Expansion of bus
services, 424. Glen Waverley railway interchange,
1356.
New Zealand-Establishment of earthquake relief
fund,424.
People Against Child Exploitation-Funds, 1160.
Court decison, 1419.
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Smith. Mr E. R.-continued
Police Department-Staff for Mount Waverley. 98.
Drug Squad. q 134. Investigations of Government
departments and instrumentalities. q 379.
Police Regulation (Protective Services) Bill, 1716,
1726. 1728. 1729.
Road Construction Authority-Safety cabs for roadrollers. 289.
Social Justice-Government strategy, 96.
Taxation-State taxes and charges. 95.
Titles Office-Police investigations, q 379.
Waverley Pony Club. 769.
Smith. Mr I. W. (Polwarth)
Agriculture and Rural Affairs. Department ofAppeal by officer, 1037.
Dairy Industry-Milk discounting and interstate
marketing. 414. q 1121. 1124. q 1207. q 1285.
Midland Milk Pty Ltd. 414. q 1121. 1124, q 1207.
q 1285. q 1363.
Deaths-D. B. Jennings. Esq., 1200.
Economy, The-Trade with overseas countries,
q 1435.
Government Departments and InstrumentalitiesPolice investigations. 412.
Grievances. 412, 1124.
Members-Alleged interference of honourable
member for Polwarth in Department of Agriculture and Rural Affairs appeal, 1037.
Midland Milk Pty Ltd-Principals. 414, 1124. Milk
discounting and interstate marketing, 414, q 1121,
1124. q 1207. Preston operation, q 1285. Refunds
to farmers, q 1363.
Personal Explanations-Statement in debate, 1037.
Points of Order-Imputations, 207. Answers to
questions without notice, 454. 1122. Offensive
remarks, 1146.
Police Department-Investigations of Government
departments and instrumentalities, 412.
Sheep Industry-Live exports, q 1435.
Titles Office-Police investigation, 412.
Victorian Dairy Industry Authority, 414.
Social Development Committee-Report presented:
second and final report on options for dying with
dignity, 1629.
Social Justice-Government strategy, 81, 96, 102, 187,
192,228,238,263,266,744,800,812,816.
Speaker, The (Hon. C. T. Edmunds)
Auditor-General-Report for 1985-86, 782. Special
report No. 7, 1213.
Business of the House-Questions without notice,
1292, 1370, 1526.

Speaker. The (Hon. C. T. Edmunds)-continued
Chairmen of Committees, Temporary-Appointment, 30.
Deaths-S. M. Keon, Esq., 4. N. F. Stacey, Esq., 8.
D. B. Jennings, Esq., 1202.
Debate-Privilege, 48. Relevancy of remarks, 197,
522, 523, 612, 1642. Matters raised on motions for
adjournment of sitting: to relate to Government
administration, 198, 199,446; to be urgent, 678;
rule of sub judice, 766. Imputations against
honourable members, 207. Call by Chair, 384.
Timing of speeches, 384. Interjections, 386, 468.
Scope,463,464,470,477,478,481,543, 763, 767,
786, 1223, 1578, 1589, 1767. Standing Order No.
164,465,471. Unparliamentary expressions, 541,
1565. Scope of personal explanations, 1038, 1039.
Identification and availability of quoted documents, 1111, 1112, 1694, 1721. Offensive remarks,
1146.
Governor, The-Speech on opening of Parliament.
21.
Hansard-Incorporation of material, 303, 1774,
1775.
Parliament-Broadcasting and televising of proceedings, 945.
Planning Appeals (Amendment) Bill, 578.
Questions without Notice-Answers, 9, 16, 50, 131,
205,214, 295, 298, 459, 617, 684, 857, 858, 933,
936, 937, 938, 942, 1032, 1033, 1122, 1210, 1283,
1365,1521,1522. Use of correct titles, 14. Offensive remarks, 52, 126,460. Interjections, 132, 297,
455, 461, 618, 935. U nparliamentary expressions,
461, 1524. Hypothetical. 620. To relate to Government administration, 775, 1367, 1427. Imputations against honourable members, 781. Quoting
from newspapers, 934, 941. Rule of sub judice,
1203, 1208. Not to seek information on Cabinet
discussions, 1286, 1292. Admissibility, 1370. Not
to seek accessible information, 1523, 1524. Conduct, 1526.
Sladden, Mr Vic.-Appreciation of services, 1788.
Speaker, The-Temporary reliefin chair, 30.
Sport and RecreationGeneral-Water sport facilities in Geelong, 36, 41.
Sport assemblies, 442, 449. Resurfacing of A. C.
Robertson field athletics track, Ringwood, 528,
530. Government initiatives, q 533. Televising of
events, q 533, 678, 682. For the disabled and disadvantaged, q 861, q 1434.
Grants and Subsidies-Public swimming pool for
Hamlyn Heights, 1791, 1795.
Spyker, Mr P. C. (Mentone) (Minister for Consumer
Affairs, and Minister for Ethnic Affairs)
Ambulance Services-Bendigo, 1114.
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Spyker, Mr P. C.-conlinucd
Animal Preparations Bill, 1300.
Ausmark Advenising Pty Ltd, 1794.
Carlton and United Breweries Ltd-Drivers' dispute, 127.
Chattel Securities Bill, 540,652, 1245, 1750.
Coal Mines (Amendment) Bill, 1047.
Community Services Bill, 783,893,1414.
Consumer Affairs-Private training colleges, 51.
House auctions, 293. Services in outer eastern
suburbs, q 622. Misleading advenising, 1189.
Melbourne Marriage Agency, 1277. Kis (Australia) Pty Ltd, 1618. Advenising of moneymaking
schemes, 1619. Ausmark Advenising Pty Ltd,
1794.
Dairy Industry-Milk discounting and interstate
marketing, q 1211, q 1434. Midland Milk Pty Ltd,
q 1211.
Environment-Fluorocarbons as aerosol propellants, 1114.
Ethnic Affairs-Proposed Greek-Australian conference, 450. Adviser to Minister, 451. Use of Government vehicles, 451.
Grocery Prices Bill, 554.
House Contracts Guarantee Bill, 784, 894, 1574,
1698,1702,1703,1704,1705,1707,1708,1787.
Housing-House auctions, 293.
Insurance-Accident and sickness policy, 1030.
Kis (Australia) Pty Ltd, 1618.
Matches, Safety, q 939.
Melbourne Marriage Agency, 1277.
Midland Milk Pty Ltd-Milk discounting and interstate marketing, q 1211.
Petroleum Products-Colourants, 1029.
Planning-Advenising signs, 127.
Points of Order-A vailability of quoted document,
1112.
Preschools-Involvement of convicted paedophile,
q 1205.
Prices-Government pegging program, q 453, q 455,
q 458, q 460, 1030.
Road Traffic Authority-Traffic conditions at Bayswater intersections, 1029.
T ranspon Workers U nion-CU B dispute, 127.
Stacey, The Late N. F., Esq., 4.
Standing Orders Committee-Appointment, 31.
State Electricity CommissionChargeS-Increases, q 1118.
General-Melrossa Estate, Traralgon, 121, q 129,
788. Richmond to Brunswick powerline, 197.
Apprentice school, 1791, 1794.
State Finance-Government borrowings, 80, 107, 112,
q 206, 217, 385, 420, 430, 657, q 1519, q 1522.
Restraints on Government expenditure, q 1032.
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State Library of Victoria, 1182, 1187.
State Transport AuthorityFares and Freight-Grain freight rates, 112, 360, 770,
773, 1137, q 1626. Rail freight rate increases, q 619.
General-Disorderly passengers, 41, 44. Expansion
of services, q 49, 78. Echuca rail bridge, 72. Conductors on Geelong-Melbourne rail service, 286,
292. Railway investigation officers, 287, 292. Staff
numbers, 361. Closure of railway stations in Central Highlands Province, q 621, 677, 681. Borrowings, 655. Losses, 655. Police investigations, q 686.
Report on future operations, q 690. Replacement
of flashing lights with boom barriers, q 779. Government management, 804. Administration, 820.
Railway rolling stock, q 1208. Derailments of
locomotives, 1358, 1416, 1420. Parcel services for
north-eastern Victoria, 1415, 1420. Relocation of
obsolete rail trucks, q 1428.
Rail Services-To Latrobe Valley, 924. Melbourne-Cobram, 1276. Security on trains, q 1363.
Slaff-Railway investigation officers, 287, 292. Railway employees, 659.
Stawell Athletics Club, 1792, 1795.

Steggall, Mr B. E. H. (Swan Hill)
Address-in-Reply,91.
Agricultural Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1302, 1309,
1310.
Animal Preparations Bill, 1294.
Community Services Bill, 1411.
Electoral-Nunawading Province by-election,
q 1287.
Government Departments and InstrumentalitiesRegionalisation, 92.
Local Government Elections Bill, 1681.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
(Amendment) Bill, 1492.
Municipalities-Government aims, 92. Municipal
Assistance Fund grants, q 381.
National Party-Federal leadership, 91.
Nunawading Province By-election-Legal opinions,
q 1287.
Rural Finance Commission-Assistance to farmers,
93.
Rural Water Commission-Operations, 93.
Appointment of general manager, q 687. Financial management strategy, q 778. Flood studies,
850. Regionalisation, q 858.
Victoria Grants Commission (Amendment) Bill, 517.
Water Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1318, 1354.

Stirling, Mr G. F. (Williamstown)
Municipalities-Funding for library services, 1040.
Petitions-Library funding, 1040.
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Stirling, Mr G. F.-colllinued
Prices-Government pegging program, q 935.
Taxation-State taxes and charges, q 776.
Rulings and Statements as Acting SpeakerDebate-Use of correct titles, 88. Unparliamentary
expressions, 567. Offensive remarks, 801. Imputations against honourable members, 1374.
Stockdale, Mr A. R. (Brighton)
Address-in-Reply, 216.
Borrowing and Investment Powers Bill, 303, 696,
1099, 1224, 1403. 1404.
Business Franchise Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1059,
1071.
Economy, The-Interest rates, q 14, 219. Inflation,
218. Government strategy, q 1519.
Employment-Statistics, 221.
Government Departments and InstrumentalitiesIncreased staff, q 1031.
Grocery Prices Bill, 480, 562.
Hospitals-Brighton Community, 1182.
Housing-Interest rates, q 14.219.
Ministry, The-Treasurer's car telephone account,
q 377.
Petitions-Land tax, 539.
Points of Order-Call by Chair. 383.
Public Service-Increased employment. q 1031.
Residential Tenancies (Amendment) Bill, 1391.
State Finance-Government borrowings, 217. Public borrowings, q 1519.
Supply (1987-88, No. 1) Bill, 946.947.
TaxationGeneral-Incidence, 217. State taxes and charges,
217,220. Consumption tax, 627.
Land Tax-On family homes, 539.
Taxation (Reciprocal Powers) Bill, 1072, 1080, 1081.
Works and Services (Ancillary Provisions, No. I)
Bill. 946, 947.
Strathallen Golf Course, 1027, 1029.
Submarines-Construction in Victoria, 115.
Superannuation-Local authorities fund, 1628.
Supply Bills-Changes to passage, q 1625.

T
Tanner, Mr E. M. P. (Caulfield)
Education-Caulfield Primary School, 1272.
Municipalities-Funding for library services, 623.
Petitions-Library funding, 623.
Points of Order-Statement in debate, 262. Questions without notice: answers, 617; hypothetical,
620.
Television-Effects of networking on employment,
q 1427.

TaxationCommonwealth-Consumption tax, q 16, 88, 623.
Flat rate income tax, 88.
General-State taxes and charges, 95, 185,217,220,
261,270,361,368,372,386, q 453, q 454, q 455,
q 457, q 458, q 460, q 536, 743, q 776, 802, 818,
q 1118, 1141, q 1209, q 1282. Incidence, 217.
Effects on household incomes, 1163.
Land Tax-On family homes, 539.
Public Authority Dividend-Paid by Grain Elevators
Board,391.
Taxis-Insurance premiums for country drivers, q 688.
Teaching Service Conciliation and Arbitration Commission, q 1284.
Television-VIOlence, 70. Channel HSV7, 1129. q 1433.
Production of programs, 1129. Effects of networking on employment, q 1427, 1628.
Tennis-National Tennis Centre, q 129. Oz Tennis
Foundation, q 861.
Titles Office-Police investigations, q 131, q 379,412,
q 690.

Toner, Mrs P. T. (Greensborough)
Address-in-Reply, 75.
Animal Preparations Bill, 1296.
Central Highlands Province-By-election: electorate, 77; National Party nominations, 196; constituents, 409.
Consumption Tax-Effects, 623.
Crimes (Family Violence) Bill, 1785.
Economy, The-Government strategy, 76.
Education-St Helena Post-Primary School, 39, 526,
q 779. Montmorency High School, 213. Yarrambat Primary School, 368. Primary schools in Glen
Katherine area, 526. Construction of new school
facilities, q 779.
Electoral-Central Highlands Province by-election,
196.
Fauna-Eltham copper butterfly, 922, 1139, 1212,
1437,1527.
Government, The-Record in office, 79.
Grievances, 409, 1138.
Housing-Federal Liberal Party policy, q 620.
Commonwealth-State Housing Agreement, q 620.
Government policy, 1646.
Liberal Party-Federal housing policy, q 620.
Metropolitan Transit Authority-Expansion of services, 78.
Petitions-Eltham copper butterfly, 1212, 1437,
1527.
Planning-Subdivision of sensitive areas, 1139.
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Toner, Mrs P. T.-continued
Points of Order-A vailability of quoted documents,
249. Reflection on Chair, 409. Imputations against
honourable members, 1374.
Public Bodies Review Committee-Report presented: Victorian Broiler Industry Negotiation
Committee and Tomato Processing Industry
Negotiating Committee, 1758.
Road Traffic Authority-Roadworthiness of vehicles,
1138.
State Transport Authority-Expansion of services,
78.
Supply (1987-88, No. 1) Bill, 982.
Works and Services (Ancillary Provisions, No. I)
Bill,982.
Totalizator Agency Board-Telephone betting, 1357,
1361.
Tourism-For Gee\ong, 116. "G'Day Begins in Melbourne" campaign, q 134. In Gippsland, q 300. In
Bendigo area, 365. Sovereign Hill, Ballarat. 726.
Maldon accommodation complex, q 1037.

U
UnionsAssociation of Draughting, Supervisory and Technical Employees-Public Works Department, 366,
373.
General-Compulsory unionism, 40, 43, q 47. Influence on Government decisions, 432. In building
industry, 674, 680, 822, q 1206. Proposed power
strike, q 683, q 861. Power of transport unions,
q 775, q 777. Work practices, 822. Arts grants to
Trades Hall Council, q 1036. For architects, 1274,
1279. Rail strike, 1616, 1617.
Municipal Officers Association-Dispute with Oakleigh City Council, 611, 614.
Plumbers and Gasfitlers Employees Union ofAustralia-Major project bans, q 533. Bans on building
sites, q 1034, q 1117, 1147. General secretary,
q 1034, q 1117, 1147.
Transport Workers Union-Carlton and United
Breweries Ltd dispute, q 52, 121, 127.

v

Trading Hours-Meat, 54, 136, 302, 539.

Vaughan. Dr G. M. (Clayton)
Education- Victorian certificate of education,
q 1432.
National Parks (Amendment) Bill, 321.
Prices-Government pegging program, q 778.

Transport, Ministry of-Administration, 657. AuditorGeneral's report, q 855.

Vermin and Noxious Weeds-Proliferation, 64.

Trades Hall Council-Arts grants, q 1036.

Transport Workers Union (See "Unions")
Trezise. Mr N. B. (Geelong North) (Minister for Sport
and Recreation)
Amusement Parlours-Illegal machines, 1616.
Anzac Day (Amendment) Bill, 575.
Athletics-Bookmakers' turnover tax, 1795.
Boxing, Professional, Control Board, 1188.
Oz Tennis Foundation-Programs for disabled and
disadvantaged children, q 861.
Police Department-Organised crime, q 206.
RacingGeneral-SP betting in hotels and clubs, q 1209.
Harness-Effects of South Australian investigation,
q 206.
Racing (Amendment) Bill, 303, 577.
Sport and RecreationGeneral-Water sport facilities in Geelong, 41. Sports
assemblies, 449. For the disabled and disadvantaged, q 861, q 1434.
Grants and Subsidies-Public swimming pool for
Hamlyn Heights, 1795.
Stawell Athletic Club, 1795.
Totalizator Agency Board-Telephone betting, 1361.

Victoria Project-Richard Ellis Pty Ltd, q 105, q 207.
Kumagai Gumi Co. Ltd, q 211.
Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Board, 194.
Victorian Dairy Industry Authority, 414. (See also
"Midland Milk Pty Ltd" and "Primary Industries-Dairy".)
Victorian High Schools Sports Association-Staffing,
528,531,1138.
Victorian-Jiangsu Joint Economic CommitteeEstablishment, q 377.
Victorian Prison Industries Commission-Allegations
made by honourable member for Hawthorn, 197,
202. Dismissal of former general manager, 401.
Victorian Young Farmers Inc.-Funding, 196,233,254.

w
Wallace. Mr T. W. (Gippsland South)
Address-in-Reply, 786.
Education-Integration, 787. Leongatha Technical
School, 787.
Hospitals-Payment of grants, 789.
House Contracts Guarantee Bill, 1552, 1703, 1704,
1709,1788.
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Wallace, Mr T. W.-continued
Library Services-Funding, 693, 789.
Local Government Elections Bill, 1691.
Matches, Safety, q 939.
Melrossa Estate, Traralgon, 121, q 129, 788.
Mining-In Turtons Creek area, 1274.
Municipalities-Funding: for library services, 693,
789; for roads, 790.
Petitions-Library funding, 693.
Police Department-Stafffor Mirboo North, 791.
Primary Industries-Economic crisis, 791.
Road Construction Authority-Funding, 790.
State Electricity Commission-Melross.a Estate,
Traralgon, 121, q 129, 788.
Water-Blue Rock dam, 788. Thomson Ri ver dam,
788.
Water Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1337.
Walsh, Mr R. W. (Albert Park) (Minister for Public
Works, and Minister Assisting the Minister for
Labour)
Agriculture and Rural Affairs, Department ofCaretaker's cottage for Victorian Crops Research
Institute, 615.
Architects-Union, 1279.
Association of Draughting, Supervisory and Technical Employees, 373.
Education-Rutherglen High School, 373.
Government Departments and InstrumentalitiesPolice investigations, q 685, 771.
Labour, Department of-Wimmera Employment
Promotions, 532.
Police Department-Investigations of Government
departments and instrumentalities, q 685, 771.
Public Holidays (Bicentennial Celebrations) Bill, 540,
1096,1098.
Public Works Department-Painters at Parliament
House, 203. Association of Draughting, Supervisory and Technical Employees, 373. Rutherglen
High School, 373. Police investigations, q 685, 771.
State Transport Authority-Disorderly passengers,
44.
Unions-For architects, 1279.
Wimmera Employment Promotions, 532.
Water-Supply in Whittlesea electorate, 30. Fluoridation, 54, 1124. Resources, 224. Gordon-Mount
Egerton supply, 610, 615. Thomson River dam,
788. Blue Rock dam, 788. Mornington Peninsula
and District Water Board, 847, 852. Lake Mokoan,
1512, 1517. Winneke reservoir, 1614, 1618.
Water Boss Pty Ltd, 1358.
Wal'erley Pony Club, 769, 771.

Weideman, Mr G. G. (Frankston South)
Address-in-Reply, 436.
Deaths-N. F. Stacey, Esq., 7.
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances (Amendment) Bill, 1765.
Estate Agents-Commissions, 446.
Euthanasia, 54.
Fitzroy Legal Service-Publication, Where You
Stand. 525.
Frankston City Council-Development proposal,
1789.
Government, The-Record in office, 437.
Health Services (Conciliation and Review) Bill, 166,
346,505,507,1751.
Hospitals-Waiting lists, 438. Frankston, 439.
Housing-Estate agents' commissions, 446.
Human Tissue (Amendment) Bill, 1763.
Medical Services-Provisions, 440.
Petitions-Euthanasia, 54.
Petroleum Products-Colourants, 1023.
Police Department-Services for Frankston, 195.
Psychologists Registration Bill, 1399.
Shop Trading Bill, 837.
Supply (1987-88, No. I) Bill, 991.
What's on Video and Cinema. Publication, 849.
Works and Services (Ancillary Provisions, No. I)
Bill,991.
You. Me and Frankston. Publication, 525.

Wells, Dr R. J. H. (Dromana)
Address-in-Reply, 80.
Agricultural Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1306.
Ambulance Services-Angel of Mercy helicopter,
1184.
Animal Preparations Bill, 1298.
Conservation, Forests and Lands Bill, 1457.
Education-Inadequacy of technological training. 84.
T AFE college for Rosebud, 1418.
Employment-For young people. 83.
Equal Opportunity-Liberal Party policy, 924.
Fluoridation, 54, 1124.
Housing-Public waiting list, 81.
Liberal Party-Equal opportunity policy, 924.
Medical Services-Government administration, 81.
Mental Health Services-Government administration,82.
Metropolitan Transit Authority-Replacement of
flashing lights with boom barriers, q 779.
Municipalities-Funding for library services, 483,
862.
National Parks (Amendment) Bill, 325.
Petitions-Fluoridation, 54, 1124. Library funding,
483,862.
Points of Order-Statement in debate, 857.
Police Department-Proposed Rosebud regional
headquarters, 123. Staff for Mornington Peninsula,1516.

(35)

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
Wells, Dr R. J. H.-continued
Road Traffic Authority-Replacement of flashing
lights with boom barriers, q 779.
Social Justice-Government strategy, 81.
State Finance-Government borrowings, 80.
State Transport Authority-Replacement of flashing lights with boom barriers, q 779.
Water Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1334.
Western Port-Ferry licence deregulation, 1109, 1114.
Western Suburbs-Improved services and facilities,
q 1118, 1177.
"What's on Video and Cinema", Publication, 849.
Whiting, Mr M. S. (Mildura)
Address-in-Reply, 805.
Conservation-Government strategy, 807.
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances (Amendment) Bill, 1768.
Education-Murrayville High School, 809. Irymple
Primary School, 1437.
Education Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1258.
Grocery Prices Bill, 470.
Health Services (Conciliation and Review) Bill, 166,
487,506.
Housing-Government assistance, 807.
Human Tissue (Amendment) Bill, 1764.
Legal and Constitutional Committee-Report presented: eighth report on subordinate legislation,
781.
National Party-State leadership, 808.
Petitions-Pedestrian crossing supervisor for IrympIe Primary School, 1437.
Points of Order-Answers to questions without
notice, 858.
Primary Industries-Importance, 806.
Road Traffic Authority-Pedestrian crossing supervisor for Irymple Primary School, 1437.
Rural Water Commission-Temporary staff, q 691.
Wilkes, Mr F. N. (Northcote) (Minister for Housing)
Environment Protection (Amendment) Bill, 1040,
1586,1753.
Government Departments and InstrumentalitiesPolice investigations, q 381.
HousingGeneral-Public waiting list, q 12. Commencements, q 17. Bond and relocation assistance, 532.
Federal Liberal Party policy, q 620. Commonwealth-State Housing Agreement, q 620. For
young people, 1279. Government policy, 1637.
Houses and Units-In country areas, 615.
Ministry-Police investigations, q 381. Sale of St
Albans public housing land, q 860.
Housing (Amendment) Bill, 540, 653, 1313, 1314.

Wilkes. Mr F. N.-continued
Liberal Party-Federal housing policy, q 620.
Litter Bill, 1371, 1439.
Loddon-Campaspe Regional Planning Authority
Bill,1040.
Planning and Environment Bill, 58, 722, 1749.
Police Department-Investigations of Government
departments and instrumentalities, q 381.
Residential Tenancies (Amendment) Bill, 1289, 1388,
1392.
WilIiams, Mr M. T. (Doncaster)
Address-in-Reply,732.
Borrowing and Investment Powers Bill, 1237.
Costigan Royal Commission-Unpublished volumes of report, 1790.
Deaths-S. M. Keon, Esq., 3. D. B. Jennings, Esq.,
1200.
Drugs-Organised crime, 734.
Economy, The-Government management, 734.
Health-Acquired immune deficiency syndrome,
733. Effects of breach in ozone layer, 1615.
Health Services (Conciliation and Review) Bill, 501.
House Contracts Guarantee Bill, 1559.
Judicial Salaries Bill, 669.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
(Amendment) Bill, 1654.
Parliament House-Completion, 732.
Points of Order-Reflection on Premier of Queensland, 184. U se of correct ti ties, 422.
Police Department-Organised crime, 734.
Public Prosecutions, Director of-Administration of
office, 441.
Unions-Compulsory unionism, 40.
Victoria Grants Commission (Amendment) Bill, 521.
Wilson, Mrs J. T. C. (Dandenong North)
Economy, The-Development of export markets,
q 687.
Education-Class sizes and educational programs,
q 1035.
Wimmera Employment Promotions, 530, 532.
Women-Domestic violence, 239. Female circumcision, 392. Career opportunities in public sector,
q 856. Small business opportunities, q 1435.
WorkCare-Statistics, 105. Operation of system, 237,
431, 792, 813, 862. Gobel Carpets Pty Ltd, 921.
Comparison with other States, q 940. Reduction
in costs, q 1206. Cost of publicity, Q 1622, 1628.
y

"You, Me and Frankston", Publication,525, 531.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
List in numerical order of questions on notice asked and answered in Legislative
Assembly during period covered by this Index.

Abbreviations usedfor Ministerial Portfolios
Arts
Consumer Affairs
Education
Ethnic Affairs
Housing
Industry, Technology and Resources
Local Government
Police and Emergency Services
Premier
Property and Services
Public Works
Sport and Recreation
Transport
Treasurer
Water Resources

Arts
Cons Affs
Ed
Eth Affs
Hsg
I, T&R
LocGovt
P&ES
Prem
Prop & Servs
PubWks
S&R
Trans
Treas
WR
Date
Answered

Page

Mr Jolly (Treas)
Mr Roper (Trans)
Mr Mathews (P & ES)

24.3.87
25.3.87
24.3.87

929
932
929

Mr Perrin

Mr Spyker (Eth Affs)

29.4.87

1796

Mr Perrin

Mr Trezise (S & R)

8.4.87

1192

MrPlowman

Mr Roper (Trans)

16.4.87

1423

MrWilliams

Mr Fordham (I, T & R)

8.4.87

1192

Mr Dickinson

Mr Cathie (Ed)

16.4.87

1423

Mr Dickinson
Mr Dickinson
Mr Dickinson

Mr Fordham (I, T & R)
Mr Cathie (Ed)
Mr Cathie (Ed)

7.4.87
24.3.87
24.3.87

1191
930
931

Mr Dickinson

Mr Cathie (Ed)

16.4.87

1424

Mr Perrin

Mr Roper (Trans)

16.4.87

1424

Qn.
No.

1
5
11
12
13
34
36

53
61
62
67

70
103

Subject matter

Asked by

Answered by

Rural Officer for Ballarat Area
Food Standards Regulations
Properties Acquired for Police
Purposes
Ethnic Affairs Commission
Annual Reports
Department of Sport and Recreation Annual Reports
Compulsory Acquisitions by
RCA, SEC and MMBW
Department of Industry,
Technology and Resources
Travel Guidelines
Facilities at Optional Dress
Beaches
Submarines
Oberon South Primary School
Report of Extension EducaReview
tion
Service
Committee
Funding of Organisations by
Ministry of Education
Roads in City of Doncaster and
Templestowe

Mr A. T. Evans
Mr Perrin'
Mr Perrin

