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Wednesday, 23 October 1985
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T. Edmunds) took the chair at 11.5 a.m. and read the
prayer.
QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

NUNA WADING BY-ELECTION
Mr RICHARDSON (Forest Hill)-I refer to the Premier's misleading proposition that
the campaign activities of the Labor Party secretariat are separated from the activities of
his Government and his Ministerial advisers and staff. Will the Premier now deny that
roles were played in the Labor Party's Nunawading election campaign and its arrangements
and content by his principal press secretary and Director of the Government Media Unit,
Mr Ken Hickey, the principal Ministerial adviser to the Premier, Mr Michael Salvaris, the
Ministerial adviser to the Premier, Mr David Withington, the director of insurance policy
in the Department of Management and Budget, Mr lan Baker, and by the Ministers for
Conservation, Forests and Lands, Community Services and Employment and Industrial
Affairs and members of their staff.
Mr CAIN (Premier)- I indicated yesterday that the guidelines that were laid down in
respect of Ministerial advisers and Opposition staff, so far as I am aware, have been
complied with. So far as any members of the public sector are concerned, they have a role
to play in the political process, if they see fit. Their rights have been made very clear and
they may pursue those rights as long as they desire.

HOW-TO-VOTE CARDS IN NUNAWADING BY-ELECTION
Mr ROSS-EDW ARDS (Leader of the National Party)-I refer the Premier to the. bogus
anti-nuclear how-to-vote card handed out by the Labor Party at the Nunawading byelection on 17 August. Was the Premier aware of the existence of this card prior to 17
August, election day? The answer required is, "Yes" or "No".
Mr CAIN (Premier)-I have already made the position clear so far as this matter is
concerned. I answered the question of the Leader of the National Party yesterday and I
have nothing further to add. He knows very well what the situation is. He knows a
complaint was made and that it is being examined along with five other complaints in
four electorates. That process will proceed.
He also knows, and I have made it very clear, that I am not taking it on myself to
conduct any investigatory role in this matter.

ALLEGATIONS IN THE "BULLETIN"
Mr ROWE (Essendon)-I ask the Deputy Premier, in his capacity as Leader of the
House, whether he can inform the House of the outcome of discussions with the Leaders
of the other parties with reference to the matter raised yesterday in question time of
making available tapes for the House to be played at 2 o'clock this afternoon.
The SPEAKER -Order! I advise the House that I intend to call the Deputy Premier,
but I also have made arrangements to ensure that if this event is to occur technical facilities
have been provided to ensure that all honourable members will be able to hear tapes being
played.
.
It is a most unusual set of circumstances for the Speaker to be involved in. The House
is a House of the spoken word of individual members and we are dealing with a novel
area. I have given the matter a great deal of thOUght during the past 24 hours and, if the
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tape recording is to be heard, I have been assured by my staff that facilities will be available
to ensure that all persons will be able to hear what occurred.
I have also issued an instruction that there will be no recording of the tapes except by

Hansard and that the media and any other persons who wish to record these tapes will be
prevented from doing so.
Mr MACLELLAN (Berwick)-On a point of order, I suggest that the question asked
by the honourable member for Essendon is out of order. It does not relate to Government
business.
The SPEAKER-Order! The point of order is not upheld. The honourable member
asked a question of the Leader of the House with respect to the running of the House, and
I believe it is in order.
Mr FORDHAM (Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources)-Yesterday I
undertook to consult with representatives from each of the other parties and I have done
so. The Leader of the National Party told me of his willingness to support the making of
time available at 2 p.m. today for the playing of the tapes. I commend him for his openness
on the matter.
Mr Ross-Edwards-Subject to Mr Kennett's agreement.
Mr FORDHAM-I also approached the Deputy Leader of the Opposition, in his
capacity as Leader of the Opposition, and we have now spoken on five occasions since
yesterday. On each occasion he has passed on to me that a decision has not yet been made
but that the Opposition wished all options to be kept open on the matter up to and
including 2 p.m. today.
I appreciated your remarks earlier, Mr Speaker, that arrangments have been made for
the recording equipment if the Leader of the Opposition sees fit to make the tapes available
for consideration by the House. I have also had electronic recording equipment made
available just in case there was a shortage.
I asked the Deputy Leader of the Opposition what type of cassette was used for the
original tapes so that we could ensure that the right electronic equipment would be
available. Again, I was advised to keep all options open. We have done just that and a
considerable range of cassette and reel-to-reel tape recording equipment is available. The
equipment is all there and available for the Opposition!
At this stage I anxiously await the decision of the Leader of the Opposition as to whether
he will take up the opportunity that will be made available to him. I assume that in the
end he will agree, and the reasons why-Mr Whiting interjected.
Mr FORDHAM-I thank the honourable member for Mildura for his interest in this
matter and I should be happy to respond that last week, when referring to some earlier
tapes in the American context, the Leader of the Opposition said that the action itself was
quite unacceptable and that, where the most senior publicly elected person in the United
States of America got into trouble, was when he tried to cover up.
Mr PLOWMAN (Evelyn)-On a point of order, Mr Speaker, my understanding is that
question time is for honourable members to direct questions on Government
administration to the responsible Minister. The debate by the Deputy Premier on this
question is making a farce of question time and I believe you, Mr Speaker, must rule that
question time should be for honourable members to direct questions to Ministers about
their responsibilities and that administration of the House is a different matter altogether.
The SPEAKER-Order! I uphold the point of order. I ask the Deputy Premier not to
debate the matter but to respond to the question asked.

Questions without Notice

23 October 1985

ASSEMBLY

1123

Mr FORDHAM (Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources)-In conclusion,
in response to the honourable member's question, I indicate that the Government stands
by its commitment yesterday to make time available to the Leader of the Opposition ifhe
sees fit. It is in the interests of the Leader of the Opposition and in the interests of the
House, given the circumstances, that he should come clean on this matter and make those
tapes available today.
The SPEAKER-Order! I should also advise the House that under Standing Orders
and Sessional Orders it will be necessary to have a resolution of the House concerning the
playing of tapes. The House is its own master and it would be necessary for a motion to
be put before the House before the matter could be resolved.

VICTORIAN ECONOMY
Mr KENNETT (Leader of the Opposition)-I address my question to the Premier and
refer to his confession yesterday that he is ignorant of the substantial job losses now being
caused in the restaurant, hospitality and vehicle sales industries as a result of the
Hawke-Keating tax package. I ask the Premier: in view of the thousands of job losses,
how will the Government fulfil promises made by the Minister for -Employment and
Industrial Affairs that he will use the hospitality industry to provid~jobs under the Youth
Guarantee Scheme?
..
Mr CAIN (Premier)-I do not accept the premise upon which the Leader of the
Opposition based his questions yesterday and today. Anyone who is prepared to draw
conclusions from the sort of data floating around, and from an industry that is far from
disinterested, is a fool.
An Honourable Member-An irresponsible fool.
Mr CAIN-Yes, an irresponsible fool. No objective analyst would accept that sort of
data from that source so soon after the tax package and then draw some causal link
between them. I cannot think of any member of this House, except the Leader of the
Opposition, who would be so foolish and so lacking in logic, objectivIty or reason to do it.
It is absurd.
It has been recognized by a number of responsible people in industry, with whom the
Government confers on a regular basis-and as recently as last Monday-that it is far too
early for anyone to draw such a conclusion. However, the Leader of the Opposition goes
off on his own, running that sort of line, with no factual support.
Mr Kennett-I don't care.
Mr CAIN-The Leader of the Opposition interjects that he does not care. This
Government has cared about jobs and the economic development of the State for the past
three years in a way that was unknown before it came to office and the results speak for
themselves.
Yesterday I informed the House what the labor force statistics demonstrate in terms of
employment increases and unemployment decreases. I also indicated what the capital
investment figures demonstrate in some detail, but those things do not happen by accident.
They were the result of State and Federal Governments setting on a course to restore the
economic growth of this country and this State, and that is what is occurring.
The Federal Treasurer, Paul Keating, and the Prime Minister, Bob Hawke, had the
courage that was lacking in early years to tackle the tax question. Honourable members
know about the inequities that were built into the tax system, which were perpetrated year
after year by all the interest groups that dominated the thinking of previous Governments
in that area.
The Government has a new approach; a determination to make the burden of tax more
equitable for those who are able to bear more of the burden. However, those who have
been cheating the system for years have been stopped.
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The Leader of the Opposition has an implied criticism of that. What I say is: give a fair
chance to those initiatives and changes proposed by the Federal Government and wait for
the results before drawing any such conclusions.
The tax package is based upon the premise that taxation laws and the incidence of
taxation can contribute to continuing economic growth. That is at the heart of the package.
Some people want to pick out selective aspects of the package and then, upon falacious
reasoning, as I have said before, denounce the whole package. That says volumes about
the Leader of the Opposition's lack of reasoning capacity and understanding of the wider
issues.
The Government supports the Federal Government in what it has been doing to ensure
the growth of the country. Victoria is doing it better than anywhere else, as the Leader of
the Opposition knows. The Government supports a more equitable tax package.

STATE EMERGENCY SERVICE
Mr STEGGALL (Swan Hill)-Will the Minister for Police and Emergency Services
confirm that he or his Ministry is considering the recommendations of a working party to
effectively downgrade the status and role of the State Emergency Service by withdrawing
its professional staff and regional officers?
Is the Minister aware that such a move would jeopardize the standards, performance
and the very existence of that organization, and will the Minister table the report of the
working party?
Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and Emergency Services)-I thank the honourable
member for Swan Hill for his question. The Government inherited a State Emergency
Service which had been shamefully neglected and underfunded by the previous Liberal
Government for the ten years since its inception in 1974-75.
The Government has made considerable efforts to upgrade the resources available to
the State Emergency Service with the result that the service is now better off than it has
ever been. Nevertheless, the Government recognizes the need to introduce comprehensive
counter disaster arrangements in which the personnel of the service would have a key role
to play.
The report to which the honourable member refers has been prepared by a working
party set up under the Readiness Review Committee of the Disaster Services Council. It
has been Signed by all members of that working party, including those drawn from the
State Emergency Service. The report is endorsed by the Readiness Review Committee and
will be shortly considered by the Disaster Services Council. When that exhaustive process
of consultation has been completed the outcome will be presented to the House in the
form of proposed legislation.

PORTLAND ALUMINIUM SMELTER
Mrs GLEESON (Thomastown)-Can the Premier inform the House whether the
Portland aluminium smelter has moved from the construction stage of development to
the operational stage?
Mr CAIN (Premier)-I am pleased to advise the House that there have been further
developments at the Portland aluminium smelter. As I indicated only a week or so ago,
the first potline is now 58 per cent completed and approximately $605 million has been
expended on the project.
Last week the first operational workers as opposed to construction workers were employed
at the site.
They are employees who will be engaged in the production of aluminium at the Portland
smelter. The thirteen operational employees started work a week ago and a further 67 will
be on the job in these capacities before the end of the year.
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By the end of next year, there will be some 450 operational employees engaged at the
smelter for duties on potline 1 and that will commence operation hopefully on 1 November
1986. Potline 2 will be operational in mid-1988.
The honourable member for Mildura laughs; he would not have laughed if he had seen
the burden that was placed on the Government's shoulders in regard to this project when
it came to office in April 1982. It would have been easy to walk away and do nothing about
it. I repeat that it required a creative and diligent approach from the Government to get
the project restarted. It is an approach that has seen the Government win through despite
a range of obstacles that have been put in its way by a variety of persons and organizations.
The Portland project is a symbol of the revolution in the fortunes of this State that have
occurred through the 1980s.

HOW..TO-VOTE CARDS IN NUNA W ADING BY-ELECTION
Mr I. W. SMITH (Polwarth)-I refer to the fact that the Minister for Employment and
Industrial Affairs received payment as a member of the Government at all times and in
all circumstances during the Nunawading by-election, including when he was campaigning
in that by-election and I ask: when did the Minister first become aware that the Labor
Party was involved in the planning, printing and distribution of a bogus how-to-vote card
on behalf of the Nuclear Disarmament Party?
The SPEAKER-Order! I find some difficulty in allowing the question. It is asked in
respect of the relationship of a Minister with a political party. There has been a series of
questions related to the same set of circumstances that have been allowed and so I intend
to allow the question, but there is some difficulty in the question with respect to what is
the Minister's relationship with a political party.
Mr CRABB (Minister for Employment and Industrial Affairs)-It is remarkable that
the honourable member for Polwarth should somehow consider it strange that a Cabinet
Minister should be involved in a by-election campaign. I am a vigorous campaigner during
State and by-election campaigns and I will continue to be so, although I am aware that the
honourable member for Polwarth is less than vigorous. Indeed I am pleased that he has
woken up. As to the question, I believe it has been adequately dealt with by the Premier
on a number of occasions.
Mr FORDHAM (Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources)-On a point of
order, I refer to the previous question and I respect and accept your decision, Mr Speaker,
on its admissibility. Your opening comment that there has been a series of questions
around that fringe is undoubtedly correct. I believe it would be in the interests of honourable
members on both sides of the House for the matter to be clarified and I commend to you
for your consideration, so that you may report back at a later stage to the House, specific
guidelines on an issue of this sort.
Mr KENNETT (Leader of the Opposition)-On the same point of order, I submit that
in fact the activities of Ministers of the Crown and members of Parliament who are by the
Premier's definition, "holders of public office", are matters that should be scrutinized by
Parliament. We have seen, Sir, for a number of weeks that the Government, led by the
Premier, has not been prepared to answer simple questions about their activities. I submit
to you, Sir, that the fact that the Government and the Minister for Employment and
Industrial Affairs are not prepared to answer these questions can do nothing but raise
doubt in the public's mind as to their involvement in what was a pretty shabby deal.
Mr RICHARDSON (Forest Hill)-On the same point of order, Mr Speaker, the fact is
that there is no point of order. The Deputy Premier did not raise a point of order that is
admissible as a point of order according to the Standing Orders, according to precedent or
according to May. What the honourable gentleman did was to make a speech, and an
impertinent speech at that, to the Chair; a speech in which he displayed great disrespect
for the Chair and attempted to direct the Chair to take a certain course of action.
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The SPEAKER-Order! The honourable member for Forest Hill is now doing exactly
what he is accusing another honourable member of doing. 1 am allowing the honourable
member to speak on the point of order raised by the Deputy Premier, but 1 do not intend
to hear wide-ranging discussion on other matters.
Mr RICHARDSON-Thank you, Mr Speaker. The fact is that the honourable gentleman
did not raise a point of order that can be sustained by any of the traditions, precedents or
Standing Orders of this House; nor can it be sustained by May.
The SPEAKER-Order! .Since 1 have been in this House it has been the practice to
raise points of order about procedures or other matters. 1 rule that the point of order raised
by the Deputy Premier is in order because the honourable gentleman sought action on my
part concerning my later advising the House on a matter that affects the good running of
this Chamber. 1 intend to take that action.

NUN AWADING BY-ELECTION
Mrs HIRSH (Wantirna)-Can the Minister for Police and Emergency Services advise
the House what action is being taken following allegations concerning the involvement of
mountain cattlemen in the Nunawading Province by-election?
Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and Emergency Services)-I believe the
House-Mr B. J. EVANS (Gippsland East)-I raise a point of order, Mr Speaker. 1 submit that
questions must be concerned with matters of Government administration and 1 suggest
that the activities of the mountain cattlemen have nothing to do with Government
administration.
Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and Emer~ency Services)-On the same point of
order, the matter is the subject of police investtgation on the reference of the Chief
Electoral Officer.
The SPEAKER-Order! There is no point of order. As 1 heard the question, the
honourable member for Wantirna sought information in respect of action that has been
taken by the Minister regarding this group. Therefore, the question is in order.
Mr Whiting-The Premier would not answer his question!
The SPEAKER-Order! 1 also advise the House that 1 pointed out yesterday, and 1
intend to do it again now, that Standing Order No. 108 does not allow an honourable
member to make imputations against other honourable members in this Chamber. There
is only one way in which 1 should entertain such remarks, and that is by a substantive
motion.
Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and Emergency Services)-Yes, Mr Speaker, 1 am
able to say that the skeletons are now coming out of the Liberal Party cupboard with some
frequency. The Liberal dirty tricks that were being perpetrated during elections that have
taken place within the last twelve months are coming to light in droves.
There was the matter that was raised yesterday of the bogus "Save Prince Henry's
Hospital" card; there was a card in Gippsland that the Leader of the Opposition wished
he had authorized, but did not; and, of course, there is the so-called mountain cattlemen
issue in the Nunawading by-election-the issue of the bogus mountain cattlemen who
were stooges of the Liberal Party.
1 believe the House and Victorian community in general are very deeply indebted
indeed to the honourable member for Wantirna for the thoroughness with which she has
looked into the matter and for the extraordinary information that her inquiries have now
brought to light. The situation is that, during the last-An Honourable Member- Don't get off your horse!
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Mr MATHEWS-The action of the honourable member for Gippsland East in raising
that point of order leaves no doubt that they were bogus ring-ins.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr MATHEWS-The facts are unchallengeable; the facts are beyond dispute. During
the last two weeks of the Nunawading by-election campaign, a very poorly produced,
shoddy-Mr MACLELLAN (Berwick)-On a point of order, Mr Speaker, I believe the remarks
of the Minister for Police and Emergency Services would be prejudicial in the event of any
charges being laid as a result of any complaint made to the Chief Electoral Officer. I draw
to your attention the approach of the Premier, who has said that it is not the Government's
role to interfere in these matters. I believe the Minister is trespassing upon the good order
and the Standing Orders of this Parliament where he seeks to make pre-judgment about
matters of police investigation which have not been taken to trial before a court.
The SPEAKER-Order! I will rule on the point of order without hearing further debate
on it. I do not uphold the point of order on the pure grounds that the investigation is
continuing and that there is no evidence-not before the Chair, anyhow-of any action
being taken against anybody in respect of this matter. However, I do believe, following
the Premier's reply in response to another question of this style, that this is a matter of
good taste, and I ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services to exercise some
discretion in the matter.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and Emergency Services)-Mr Speaker, the matter
is indeed one of good taste, and the honourable member for Berwick and other honourable
members opposite generally might have done well to keep that in mind when they were
producing names in this House over recent weeks in conjunction with allegations that
certain people were being investigated and would be charged.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr MATHEWS-The position is quite straightforward and, as I said before, the
evidence, as it has been brought forward by the honourable member for Wantima, is plain
and irrefutable.
During the last couple of weeks of the Nunawading by-election campaign, this very
shoddy, poorly researched Liberal piece of propaganda, called the Nunawading Post was
in circulation there.
Mr Kennett-What does that have to do with it?
Mr MA THEWS-I will explain the matter to the Leader of the Opposition if only he
will be patient.
This article in the Nunawading Post appeared under two by-lines, the by-line of Phillip
and the by-line of Phillip Miller. It turns out that Phillip McGuire and Phillip
Miller are one and the same person, the same person, of whose activity in handing out
how-to-vote cards while dressed in full mountain cattleman rig, the honourable member
for Wantirna was able to produce photographic evidence.
~1cGuire

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr KENNETT (Leader of the Opposition)-On a point of order, Mr Speaker, the
Opposition does not want to delay hearing the Minister's comments, but can the honourable
gentleman assure the House that, given statements by the mountain cattlemen that Labor
Party members and supporters were involved in the campaign, his inquiries-by which
he is obviously not interfering-are equally concerned about the activities of Labor Party
members as they seem to be about the activities of other members of the community?
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The SPEAKER-Order! I appreciate the attempt by the Leader of the Opposition to
turn the subject around. There is no point of order, and I ask the Minister to cease going
into the depths of the subject and to respond to the question. It seems to me that a
reasonably simple reply is all that is necessary.
Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and Emergency Services)-I shall indeed be
simple. I shall indeed put the matter in blunt terms to the House. Was Mr Phillip Miller,
alias Mr Phillip McGuire, a mountain cattleman?
Honourable Members-No!
Mr MATHEWS-Was Phillip Miller, alias Mr Phillip McGuire, a member and a paid
helper of the Liberal Party?
Honourable Members-Yes!
Mr MATHEWS-Was Phillip Miller, alias Mr Phillip McGuire, also-The SPEAKER-Order! I confess that I am concerned about the mountain cattlemen;
they appear to be a wide and varied group of individuals. However, I do not intend to
entertain the Minister in the tack on which he is leading the House. I ask the House to
come to order.
If the Minister intends to defy the Chair, he leaves me with no course but to take further
action against him. I ask the MInister to respect the authority of the Chair.
Mr PLOWMAN (Evelyn)-On a point of order, Mr Speaker, the Deputy Premier
earlier raised a point of order in relation to a series of questions on another matter and
said that the Chair should establish guidelines as to how those questions should be dealt
with by this House.
A series of questions has now been put in relation to the alleged misleading how-to-vote
cards, and there seems to be a decidedly double standard in the answers being given. The
Premier has constantly said that this matter will be referred to the Chief Electoral Officer.
He is not prepared to institute proceedings or police investigations.
On the other hand, the Minister for Police and Emer~ency Services is simply answering
the questions and exhibiting a double standard. FollOWIng the point of order raised earlier
by the Deputy Premier, I believe this matter should also be the subject of some guidelines,
and I ask you to consider issuing guidelines as to how questions on this matter should be
answered, in order to avoid the double standard that honourable members have seen
exhibited here.
The SPEAKER-Order! The honourable member for Evelyn has made a very detailed
explanation of how he believes this matter should be handled. I do not believe it is a point
of order that he has raised.
I intend to endeavour to put together some guidelines or Speaker's rulings for the good
running of the House at an opportune time, but I cannot do that during question time. I
ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services to round offhis remarks.
Mr BROWN (Gippsland West)-On a further point of order, Mr Speaker, I submit
that, as the Minister for Police and Emergency Services is the effective head and chief of
the Victoria Police Force, it is totally out of order for him to come into the House, when
he has indicated that an investigation is currently taking _place into the matter, and set a
precedent by saying who is and who is not guilty of the offences which have been alleged.
The Minister has canvassed a wide range of issues that are subject to control. He is
engaging in trial not by innuendo, but by statements that he purports to be the truth of the
matter.
As the Premier has consistently said that he will never interfere with investigations of
the Police Force-and to his credit he never has, to my knowledge-it is out of order for
the Minister who is in charge of the Police Force to effectively set the guidelines and
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principles that the police will be obliged to follow throughout their continuing
investigations.
The SPEAKER-Order! I do not uphold the point of order. Since questions without
notice were introduced some years ago, it has been the practice of the House to enable a
Minister to respond at his discretion. Whether a Minister responds to a question is his
own affair; so long as he does not debate the subject, he is in order.
Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and Emergency Services)-How they wriggle;
how they squirm; how they hate their own medicine! In conclusion, I indicate that alf of
the material that I have put before the House has come from the inquiries carried out by
the honourable member for Wantima. I understand very well the points of responsibility
and propriety, and I will not depart from those standards at any time. I have not done so;
I am not doing so; and I shall not do so in the future.
I understand the sensitivities of members of the Opposition; I understand their repeated
attempts to shut me up through points of order. The sensitivities arise from the fact that
Mr Phillip Miller/Mr Phillip McGuire was the former Ministerial adviser to the honourable
member for Ripon when he was a Minister. I shall show the honourable member for
Ripon the photograph and I ask him to deny the matter. I shall give the honourable
member the Government Directory of that time to remind him of the position held on his
staffby this fellow who fraudulently posed as a mountain cattleman, deliberately misleading
the electors of Nunawading Province.

PETITIONS
The Clerk-I have received the following petitions for presentation to Parliament:

PTe-schooleducation
To THE HONOURABLE THE SPEAKER AND MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY IN PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED:
The humble petition of citizens of the electorate ofCorio sheweth that the preservation ofpre-school services
is essential to provide every child with the right to a Kindergarten experience without discrimination.
Your petitioners therefore pray that the State Government ensures that there be maintained the existing high
standard of pre-school education, and the maintenance subsidy grant on the basis of individual centre needs and
indexed through the Consumer Price Index.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mr Trezise (74 signatures) and Mr J. F. McGrath (14 signatures)

Delta Task Force
To THE HONOURABLE THE SPEAKER AND MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY IN PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED:
The humble petition of the people of Warrnambool District showeth their opposition to the action which
discontinued funding to Delta Police Task Force in the State of Victoria and suburb ofSt Kilda making Brother
Alex McDonald's task even more difficult.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that the State Government take all possible steps to re-establish
funding in the above area and beyond; and that those trafficking in drugs be brought to justice.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mr J. F. McGrath (3645 signatures)
It was ordered that the petitions be laid on the table.

PAPERS
The following papers, pursuant to the directions of several Acts of Parliament, were laid
on the table by the Clerk:
Police Regulation Act 1958-Determination Nos 415, 416, 421, 424 and 425 of the Police Service Board (five
papers).
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Statutory Rules under the following Acts:
Dangerous Goods Act I 985-No. 330.
Freedom of Information Act 1982-Nos 322, 323.
Lotteries Gaming and Betting Act 1966-No. 331.
Occupational Health and Safety Act I 985-Nos 326, 327,328.
Totalizator Agency Board-Report and statement of accounts for the year ended 31 July )985.
Town and Country Planning Act 1961:
Cranboume-Shire ofCranbourne Planning Scheme 1960, Amendment No. 54.
Croydon-City of Croydon Planning Scheme. Amendment No. 140.
Hinders-Shire of Hinders Planning Scheme 1962. Amendment No. 177/1984.
Geelong Regional Planning Scheme, Amendment Nos 89/ 1983. 118, 124/1985.
Korumburra-Shire of Korumburra Planning Scheme, Amendment No. 27/1984.
Melbourne Metropolitan Planning Scheme, Amendment Nos 157 Part 5A, 281 Part 2, 282 Part 2, 283 Part 2,
306. 313 Part 2. 314 Part I. 348. 353.
Seymour Planning Scheme, Amendment No. 90.
South Gippsland-Shire of South Gippsland Planning Scheme, Amendment No. 65/1984.

TAPE RECORDINGS
Mr FORDHAM (Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources)-I desire to move,
by leave, ifleave is granted-Mr Austin-Leave is refused!
The SPEAKER-Order! It is normal practice for the House to hear what the motion is
before leave is refused.
Mr MACLELLAN (Berwick)-On a point of order, Mr Speaker, on the basis of my
experience as Leader of this House I have to say that often the custom in the House is for
leave to be refused. Ifleave is refused, that is the end of the matter. Never before has there
been a procedure where, ifleave has been refused, debate on the matter can be continued.
I strongly put it to you, Sir, that you support the precedent established over many years
that if leave is refused that is the end of the matter. Ifa substantive motion is put, that is
another matter. Unless arrangements are made beforehand the matter does not get an
airing ifleave is refused.
Mr FORDHAM (Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources)-On the point of
order, Mr Speaker, I suggest that certainly past practice has been that the motion for which
leave is being sought to move is at least read out to the House before leave is refused or
granted, as seen fit not just by members of the Opposition but by any single honourable
member.
The matter for which I sought leave was to allow the Leader of the Opposition to play
his tape recordings at 2 o'clock today. The motion was worded so that he could do so, if
he saw fit to allow that to happen. It is a pity that the Opposition does not want me to read
this motion seeking the concurrence of the House to allow the Leader of the Opposition
to play the tapes at 2 o'clock. It is extraordinary that I am not allowed even to read the
motion.
Mr RICHARDSON (Forest Hill)-On the same point of order, Mr Speaker, in the
traditions of the House the Standing Orders clearly prescribe that leave can be refused by
the expression of that refusal ofleave by an honourable member. There is no requirement
that the person requesting leave must proceed anywhere beyond the request for leave
before any honourable member may refuse leave. That is the situation today: leave has
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been requested and leave has been refused. The reason the Deputy Premier may have
wished leave to be granted is irrelevant.
Mr B. J. EVANS (Gippsland East)-On the point of order, Mr Speaker, I suggest that
the question of whether leave is granted is not a matter open for debate. The Deputy
Premier is infringing the Standing Orders of this House; he is trying to get around them
by using a point of order to canvass a matter. Mr Speaker, you should rule immediately
that the Deputy Premier cannot continue to speak on the matter because leave has been
refused.
The SPEAKER-Order! I intend to rule immediately. I uphold the point of order. I
must confess it was my own curiosity which led me astray in this particular matter.

WATER ACTS (AMENDMENT) BILL
Mr McCUTCHEON (Minister for Water Resources)-I move:
That I have leave to bring in a Bill to amend the Water Act 1958. the River Improvement Act 1958, the
Dandenong Valley Authority Act 1963 and the Water and Sewerage Authorities (Restructuring) Act 1983, to
make consequential amendments to certain other Acts and for other purposes.

Mr B. J. EVANS (Gippsland East)-On a point of order, I ask the Minister for Water
Resources to give a brief indication of the contents of the proposed legislation.
Mr CUTCHEON (Minister for Water Resources) (By leave)-The Bill seeks to amend
the Water Act to provide for financial management arrangements currently being discussed
in the water industry. A minor amendment will be made to the River Improvement Act
to change the name of river improvement trusts and allow more members to be added to
those bodies. The Dandenong Valley Authority Act is also to be amended to allow it to
charge for permits at the same level as local government. The Water and Sewerage
Authorities (Restructuring) Act will be amended to lift the sunset clause that applies to the
water boards that are currently operating under the Act.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was brought in and read a first time.

APPROPRIATION (1985-86, No. I) BILL
(Budget Debate)
The debate (adjourned from the previous day) on the motion of Mr Jolly (Treasurer)
for the second reading of this Bill was resumed.
Mr GAVIN (Coburg)-Last night honourable members heard an extraordinary speech
from the Leader of the Opposition on the Budget. It was just as unusual as his speech last
year when he complained to the House that he was not invited to a football reception.
This time he tried to cover up the matter of not allowing people to hear the tape of his
conversation with Richard Farmer of the Bulletin. It is interesting to note that before he
made his speech last night he dined in the dining-room-Mr BROWN (Gippsland West)-On a point of order, the House is debating the
Appropriation Bill. I cannot relate any of the comments of the honourable member to
date to the Bill. Therefore, I ask that you, Mr Speaker, ensure that the comments
encompassed within his response on the Bill are aligned with the Bill.
Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-On the point of order, as you are aware, Mr Speaker, this has
been a wide-ranging debate and the salary of the Leader of the Opposition is part of the
Parliament allocation in the appropriation.
The SPEAKER-Order! I suggest that entertaining somebody in the Parliamentary
dining-room has no relevance to the Appropriation Bill. I do not intend to uphold the
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point of order. I have listened to most of the debate on the appropriation. It has been a
wide-ranging debate with much broad-brush treatment of the Bill. However, I ask the
honourable member for Coburg to return to the Bill.
Mr GAVIN (Coburg)-I was making the point that-The SPEAKER-Order! I believe the honourable member has made the point and I
now ask him to come back to the Bill.
Mr GAVIN-I simply wish to discuss the contribution made by the Leader of the
Opposition. I was pointing out that his contribution to the debate indicated how he is
trying to cover up-Mr LIEBERMAN (Benambra)---I raise a point of order based on Standing Order No.
108 which relates to imputations against an honourable member. An imputation is clearly

implicit, expressed and implied in the statement made by the honourable member for
Coburg.
He should not be allowed to continue in this way. In the interests of this House that sort
of scurrilous behaviour should not be allowed to continue. It is denigrating to this House
and the honourable member should be dealt with severely ifhe defies that Standing Order.
Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-On the point of order, firstly the words "cover up" have been
used consistently by the Opposition over a number of days in this House. Secondl¥, the
Opposition did not even give the honourable member for Coburg the opportunIty of
indicating what has been covered up.
The SPEAKER-Order! The expression is an imputation against the Leader of the
Opposition. Standing Order No. 108 is quite clear and explicit on this matter and if the
honourable member wants the actions of another honourable member discussed in this
House, it needs to be by substantive motion.
Mr GAVIN (Coburg)-I was not talking of an imputation against the Leader of the
Opposition. I simply wanted to comment on his contribution to the debate. It was
noticeable-Honourable members interjecting.

Mr GA VIN-It is interesting that two "Leaders" of the Opposition got together. The
present Leader of the Opposition was getting advise from the next Leader of the
Opposition-he needs that advice. They must have had a very enjoyable evening because
when the Leader of the Opposition made his address he had great difficulty in saying the
words, "Minister for Police and Emergency Services". He could not pronounce them on
several occasions and had to say, "Police and Emergency" and, at other times, "Minister
of Police".
Mr WEIDEMAN (Frankston South)-On a point of order, Mr Speaker, your ruling
has been defied by the honourable member for Coburg. He is making a mockery of your
decision which directed him not to make accusations or other imputations about the
Leader of the Opposition. He is making a direct accusation about the condition in which
the Leader of the Opposition made his speech, and I find it offensive. I should hope that,
as has been the order of the House, every honourable member will find it offensive. If the
honourable member continues-The SPEAKER-Order! The honourable member should not make threats on a point
of order.
Mr WEIDEMAN-If the honourable member continues, in future I will make the
same suggestion about every member of the Labor Party.

Appropriation (1985-86, No. 1) Bill

23 October 1985

ASSEMBLY

1133

Mr LEIGH (Malvern)-On a point of order, listening to the speech of the honourable
member for Coburg, at no stage-Mr Simpson-He has not started.
Mr LEIGH-At no stage has he talked about the issues concernin~ the Appropriation
Bill. Perhaps the House could get on with debating the Appropriation Bill rather than
talking about the Leader of the Opposition.
Mrs TONER (Greensborough)-On the point of order, the honourable member for
Coburg was clearly alluding to what took up the first 10 minutes of the Leader of the
Opposition's Budget speech. The first 10 minutes were devoted to discussion about the
tapes, and I would have thought that every member of the Opposition would want to hear
what the Leader of the Opposition had to say about them, because I understand-Honourable members interjecting.

Mr Brown-What is this? Where is the point of order?
Mrs TONER-I understand that some pretty lairy comments were made, which will
make interesting listening.
Mr STOCKDALE (Brighton)-On the point of order, it is clear that the Government
is seeking to ignore your ruling, Mr Speaker, and there is an option open to the Government
if it wishes to dissent from your ruling. I submit that the House should get back to the
debate on the Bill.
The SPEAKER-Order! I uphold the point of order and I ask the honourable member
for Coburg, as it is good practice in this House, not to allude to the matters that he is
attempting to introduce. I advise him that imputations are a very serious matter and
should be raised only by substantive motion. I ask him not to stretch the ruling that I have
made on the course he has set for himself and that he return to the Bill.
Mr GA VIN (Coburg)-I appreciate your ruling, Mr Speaker. I wish to address my
comments to the remarks made by the Leader of the Opposition last evening. I was simply
making the point that I am sure the community would have enjoyed listening to the tapes
made by the Leader of the Opposition.
Honourable members interjecting.

The SPEAKER-Order! I ask the honourable member for Coburg to use what I consider
to be common sense. He is in order to debate the Bill before the House and to debate what
other honourable members have said about the Bill, but I suggest to him that personal
imputations are out of order.
Honourable members interjecting.

Mr GA VIN-The Leader of the Opposition addressed the House for 10 minutes about
why he would not allow the public of Victoria to hear what was on the tapes.
Mr LEIGH (Malvern)-On a point of order, I believe the honourable member for
Coburg is attempting to go in the same direction and is talking about the Leader of the
Opposition and the tapes and he is flouting the ruling of the House.
The SPEAKER-Order! There is no point of order.
Mr GA VIN (Coburg)-The Leader of the Opposition spent 10 minutes addressing
the House on why he would not allow the public of Victoria to hear the tapes. It is
an extraordinary set of circumstances that he should use the Budget debate for such a
speech, and I am expressing my view that I think it is abnormal. I also feel it is wrong to
suggest-Mrs Toner-They were very important tapes.
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Mr GAVIN-They are very important. Every. person in Victoria at this stage wants to
hear what is on those tapes and wants to know whether or not-Mr BROWN (Gippsland West)-On a point of order, I suggest that after 10 minutes of
the honourable member for Coburg's address in this debate, not once has he yet applied
himself to the Appropriation (1985-86, No. 1) Bill and I ask you, Mr Speaker, to ensure
that as from now he addresses the Bill before the House.
Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-On the point of order, the honourable member for Coburg
has hardly had the opportunity, because of interjections and points of order being taken
by members of the Opposition, to begin his remarks. He is debating the very issue covered
by the Appropriation Bill that concerns the allocation of moneys to the Parliament. You
will recall, Mr Speaker, that the Leader of the Opposition was given the right to respond
to the tapes issue in his Budget speech last evening. All the honourable member for Coburg
is doing is referring to some of the arguments put forward by the Leader of the Opposition
in his Budget speech.
Mr STOCKDALE (Brighton)-On the point of order, I support what has been put by
my colleague, the honourable member for Gippsland West, and I would suggest, Mr
Speaker, that what has been raised is relevant to Standing Order No. 91 which provides
for a remedy in the case where a member speaks:
... in such a manner as to be an abuse of the rules and forms of the House ...

I ask you, Mr Speaker, to bring that Standing Order to the attention of the honourable
member for Coburg.

Mrs TONER (Greensborough)-On the point of order, the honourable member for
Coburg was doing the same as the Leader of the Opposition during the first 10 minutes of
his speech last night, which was alluding to certain tapes and to allegations within those
tapes that there was commitment to the refusal of appropriation. Surely that has some
relevance to the Appropriation Bill. That is what honourable members want to know
about. The Leader of the Opposition spoke for 10 minutes last night on that matter; the
honourable member for Coburg is attempting in his first 10 minutes to get to that point
and, so far, because of constant interjections and points of order, that right has been
refused him.
Mr B. J. EVANS. (Gippsland East)-On the point of order, I suggest to you, Mr
Speaker, that if this point of order is not upheld, the whole debate will become an absolute
farce. The question of what takes place outside this Chamber in relation to activities of
any member of Parliament and any member of the press or any other person has nothing
to do with the debate on the Appropriation Bill. If members of the Government party
wish to discuss issues of this kind, I believe your previous advice ofa substantive motion
to be moved in order for those subject matters to be discussed is correct.
The fact that a Government member has made an offer for an honourable member to
utilize the facilities of the House to broadcast a tape has nothing to do with the
Appropriation Bill.
The entire debate will become an absolute farce if honourable members argue the toss
about taped conversations, discussions or anything else which has nothing to do with
Government administration.

Mr RICHARDSON (Forest Hill)-On the same point of order, Mr Speaker, I draw
your attention to Standing Order No. 99 on page 32 of the Standing Orders and Rules of
the Legislative Assembly, which states:
No Member shall digress from the subject matter of any question under discussion.

The question that is under discussion at present is the Appropriation Bill, which is an
application by the Government to the Parliament for the appropriation of sums of money
~o enable it to carry out the business of Government. The honourable member for Coburg
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is attempting to digress from the subject matter, which is the expenditure of funds by the
Government.
The SPEAKER-Order! Would the honourable member for Forest Hill come to the
point of order?
Mr RICHARDSON-The honourable member for Coburg is attempting to turn the
debate into a debate about cassette tapes. Standing Order No. 99 refers precisely and gives
clear instructions to the House on the inability of a member to digress from the subjectmatter of any question under discussion. Therefore, I submit that the honourable member
is out of order and that the point of order should be upheld.
Mr REMINGTON (Melbourne)-On the same point of order, Mr Speaker, the
honourable member for Gippsland East objected to the honourable member for Coburg
referring to matters that occurred last night.
The SPEAKER-Order! Would the honourable member for Melbourne come to the
point of order and not debate the subject.
Mr REMINGTON-The honourable member for Gippsland East referred to those
matters. The honourable member for Coburg has referred to that matter and is now
dealing with comments made by the Leader of the Opposition. I fail to see the point of
order.
The SPEAKER-Order! I do not have that same difficulty. I uphold the point of order.
Tomorrow is Grievance Day and, if the honourable member for Coburg wishes to use that
time to raise the matters that he is endeavouring to do in debate on the Appropriation
Bill, he will be in order. However, the honourable member is not in order in continuing
along the course that he has set himself. I ask the honourable member to return to the Bill
before the House.
Mr GAVIN (Coburg)-It costs the taxpayer $30 million a year to run the Parliament. I
believe the Parliament should be used, especially during the Budget debate, to discuss
contributions made by honourable members. I believe the speech made by the Leader of
the Opposition was disgraceful in a number of aspects.
Mr STOCKDALE (Brighton)-On a point of order, Mr Speaker, pursuant to Standing
Order No. 91, I move:
That the honourable member be not further heard.

Honourable members interjecting.

The SPEAKER-Order! I do not accept the motion. In light of the number of points of
order that have been raised, I do not believe the honourable member for Coburg has even
been able to follow the guidance that he has received from the Chair and, therefore, I do
not accept the motion.
Mr GAVIN (Coburg)-In his contribution to the debate on the Budget the Leader of
the Opposition gave a disgraceful exhibition because he gave no alternatives. Like the
honourable member for Brighton, the Leader of the Opposition had nothing to say about
economic strategy.
In li~ht of the honourable member for Brighton having raised a number of points of
order, It should be noted that his contribution to the Budget debate was a regurgitation of
the speech made last year on the Budget debate by the honourable member for Balwyn.
The honourable member for Brighton offered no alternatives to the people of Victoria.
The contribution to the Budget debate made by the Leader of the Opposition was
deplorable because he made comments similar to those made by the honourable member
for Brighton, who claimed that the Government is a big-spending Government. However,
the Leader of the Opposition identified five areas in which he claimed the Government
had not spent enough money and would therefore have to spend more money. The
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honourable member identified the areas of housing, health, education and training. At the
conclusion of his contribution to the debate he claimed the Government was sadly lacking
in performance because it was not doing enough in the areas of youth and elderly citizens,
even though the Government has established the Youth Guarantee Scheme. Despite the
claim made by the Leader of the Opposition that the Government was a high-taxing
Government, he claimed the Government should spend more in those five particular
areas.
The Leader of the Opposition claimed that Victoria needed more efficiency in its
administration, but he could instance only one area in which he felt there could be
increased efficiency and that was in the area of transport. Clearly the .view of the Leader of
the Opposition on efficiency in the area of transport would be similar to that attempted by
the honourable member for Berwick when he was Minister of Transport some years ago
and he tried to slash rail and tram services in the State in line with the recommendations
of the Lonie report.
The contribution to the Budget debate by the Leader of the Opposition was one of the
weakest I have heard. It was probably worse than the contribution he made last year to
the Budget debate. It was similar to the contribution to the debate made by other members
of the Opposition who have tried to have two bob each way by claiming that the
Government is spending too much money and then identifying particular areas in which
they believe the Government should spend more money. Last night during the Budget
debate the honourable member for Bulleen identified many areas in which he believed the
Government should spend more money.
The honourable member for Brighton is supposed to be the shadow Treasurer, but he
only regurgitated everything the honourable member for Balwyn had said in the past three
years on the Budget debate. It was a serious disappointment.
The Leader of the Opposition made some outlandish claims. For example, he claimed
that buildings do not create jobs. The housing sector is one of the boom growth areas of
the State that is creating jobs. Ifbuildings do not create jobs, I wonder what is to be done
about places such as Southgate, Station Pier, the Jack Chia project in South Yarra and so
on. On my reckoning the Victoria Project is creating 4000 additional jobs for Victorians
and the Jack Chia project in South Yarra is also creating 4000 jobs for Victoria.
The Station Pier project will create about 4000 jobs and the South Gate project another
2000 jobs, therefore it is outlandish to claim that no jobs are being created: Those four
major projects will create about 14 000 jobs.
The Leader of the Opposition went on to claim that there was not much economic
activity in Victoria. He forgets that when the Labor Government came to power in 1982
only two projects were being undertaken in the central business district, with none in the
pipeline. There are now 30 projects proceeding and another 30 in the pipeline.
The honourable member for Brighton and the Leader of the Opposition claimed that
taxes and charges are increasing. I direct the attention of honourable members to page 181
of Budget Paper No. 2 which gives details of Victorian public authority unit charges.
Those figures demonstrate that taxes and charges are decreasing. The last increase in State
Electricity Commission charges, under the Liberal Government in 1981-82 was 16·9 per
cent; last year the increase was 6·1 per cent and it is estimated that the increase this year
will be 4·4 per cent. The figures for the Gas and Fuel Corporation show that in the last
year of Liberal Government the increase was 18·9 per cent, under this Government, the
Increase was 5·5 per cent last year and the estimated increase for this year is 5·3 per cent,
which is nearly one-quarter of the increase in the last year of Liberal Government. In real
terms, the increase under the Liberal Government in 1981-82 for the State Electricity
Commission was 6 per cent; under this Government the increase last year was -0·4 per
cent and this year it is estimated to be -3·5 per cent. The figures for the Gas and Fuel
Corporation show that in real terms the increase in 1981-82 was 8·6 per cent, that last
year it was -0·9 per cent and the estimate for this year is -2·5 per cent.
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Those figures clearly demonstrate that the argument about this Government being
committed to large increases in taxes and charges is fallacious when compared with the
record of the Liberal Government. The claim that the Government is a big spending
Government is found wanting. If one refers to the figures on page 181 of Budget Paper
No. 2, the claims of the Liberal Party fall in a heap when one compares the record of the
Liberal Government with the record of the present Government.
The Liberal Party also claimed that economic activity in Victoria is not going well. I
suggest that the Leader of the Opposition should read the article that appeared in the
Bulletin of 22 October 1985 by Tim Duncan, which gives an account of what is going on
in Melbourne under the present Government as compared with the former Liberal
Government. I should perhaps read some of his comments about the Liberal Party's
period in office. The worst comment one could make about the Liberal Party is that:
The year 1981 was a very bad one for Victoria and its fading capital. The state Liberal government was
disintegrating after a very long term in office. Its final thrashings were degrading. A whip of decay permeated the
city as embarrassed inhabitants comtemplated bureaucratic, business and union stand-offs on all fronts. It
seemed that nothing could be built in Melbourne and that nothing could be done about it.

That was under the Liberal Government in 1981.
Mr Brown-What about now?
Mr GAVIN-I take up the interjection of the honourable member for Gippsland West
who raised a number of spurious points of order earlier. The article also states:
Government and administration are remarkably healthy in Melbourne.

That comment refers to now-to 1985. I suggest that the honourable member should read
that article and the article which appeared in yesterday's Sun under the heading, "We are
at peak of the growth cycle", which states:
Overall, the Victorian economy is on a steady, well-above trend rate of growth.

The article compares Victoria with the other States of Australia and was flattering about
Australia overall, but stated that Victoria was miles ahead of other States.
It is a pity that the Leader of the Opposition and the honourable member for Brighton
failed miserably in their Budget contributions and did not address the present problem
being experienced in Victoria. Their claims about a big spending Government are shown
to be false, as are the claims about rates and taxes increasing. If the Liberal Party happens
to fall into Government one day, Victoria will be in the mess it was in 1981-82.

Mr WEIDEMAN (Frankston South)-In making comments on the Appropriation Bill
one must recognize that the events that have occurred in the past three or four days make
one anxious about the democratic processes of this House.
Mr Speaker, it appears that Ministers and honourable members are prepared to flaunt
your rUlings. As I said in my contribution to the motion for the adoption of the AddressIn-Reply, one tradition in this House was the wearing of a gown and wi$ by the Speaker.
It seems to me that when a Speaker or a Deputy Speaker is in the chaIr, he is one step
away from Government and the type of garment that he wears makes a difference. I
suggest that much of what has happened in this House in the past few days has happened
because honourable members believe they can flaunt the Speaker's ruling and get away
with it, but they would not take that action, Mr Speaker, if you were wearing a wig and
gown, which represents your office in this House.
The SPEAKER-Order! I advise the honourable member for Frankston South that it is
the choice of the individual who is elected by the House as its Presiding Officer whether
he wears one type of dress or another type of dress. I do not believe that the remarks of
the honourable member are in order; they having nothing to do with the Appropriation
Bill. I recall him making some effort to point this out to me during the address by the
honourable member for Coburg.
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I will hear the honourable member ifhe addresses himself to the Appropriation Bill, but
I will not allow him to reflect on decisions made by Presiding Officers in the past, present
or the future.
Mr WEIDEMAN-Mr Speaker, it was not any reflection on the Chair. My remarks
were based on observation.
In this debate, it is interesting that the Government has probably, for the first time,
assembled a debating team. It is in order for honourable members to comment on the
implications of matters put forward by other honourable members. The honourable
member for Coburg spent 15 minutes saying virtually nothing about the Appropriation
Bill, but instead stated that his Government is not a big spending Government. Several
other honourable members commented on the wonderful presentation of the Budget
Papers by the Treasurer.
I wish to comment on the remarks of the honourable member for Lowan who addressed
the· real problem in Victoria. As he mentioned, the State debt is of the order of $17 000
million. That is only what appears in the papers. It is estimated to be more in the order of
$2·5 billion.
I congratulate the honourable member for Dandenong who raised the issue of alcoholism.
I raised that issue in my maiden speech some years ago. At that time, I suggested that the
culture of hard and soft drugs was of minor concern. That is not so today. The honourable
member also highlighted the fact that in those days it was estimated that some 45 000
Victorians were alcoholics and that some $1000 million was the cost of alcoholism in our
community. Today that figure is probably more like $2000 million. Of those 45000
alcoholics, 95 per cent to 98 per cent of them probably have driving licences. It is frightening
to think what that means on our roads.
As I raised with the Minister for Police and Emergency Services last night, a problem in
our community today is that people who drive a motor car while under the influence of a
drug are not apprehended. The police are well aware of the situation as are people who
live on the Mornington Peninsula where a drug syndicate has been brought before the
courts accused of producing amphetamines. There is also a high instance of availability of
marijuana within the community. After one smokes marijuana for a time, it is fat soluble
and the drug within the marijuana is then absorbed into fatty tissue in the body. A person
smoking marijuana would need to have only one or two smokes to get on a "high". The
level within the system needs only a little more for a person to get into a euphoric state.
This is a problem the community now faces where people can be on drugs which
produce a state of drunkenness and still drive motor cars without being apprehended.
Assistant Police Commissioner Baker has mentioned that charges are now in the region of
200 for this year as compared with fewer than 100 for last year and even a lower rate
before that.
As the Minister for Police and Emergency Services mentioned last ni~t, research is
being undertaken to obtain the right equipment to measure blood and unne to ascertain
the type of drug that is in a person's system.
I congratulate the Treasurer on his presentation of the Budget Papers. He has obviously
undertaken research in many places to give Parliament and Victorians more information
than has been forthcoming in the past. However, it is difficult to examine annual reports
of, say, the Department of Health or the Education Department and to correlate figures in
those reports with Budget figures. As was pointed out to me, in the 1982-83 Budget there
was a variance in the allocation for education of $22 million. It could be suggested that
the Education Department overspent by $22 million or it may be due simply to auditing.
It has not yet been mentioned by Opposition members, but there appears to be a change
in strategy by the Labor Government; the Government has reduced its public sector
spending, especially in capital expenditure. What did the community get out of the Budget?
When a Budget was presented in the last decade, the headlines were the increases in
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cigarettes and alcohol. To its credit, the Government has shown good politics by removing
these Budget increases and allowing these items to be altered in line with the consumer
price index. None of the sensationalism now appears in the Budget and it becomes purely
an economic document.
What did the Government give to the community? Stamp duty has been reduced and
there has been an increase in youth guarantee programs. The police are being looked after
in a much better way and health needs are being catered for. That is an area about which I
make comment.
The Treasurer and shadow Treasurer made the point that in these four years of Labor
Budgets an increase of 72 per cent in tax receipts has occurred. In that time, 'costs have
risen by 32 per cent. That means that there has been a double input into expenditure. One
would have to say that it is a big spendins Government. After all, the last Liberal Budget
in 1980-81 had an expenditure of $6 billIon. That expenditure today is $9 billion or $10
billion. That is an enormous amount of money.
The strategy of this Budget is obviously the downturn in Government spending, especially
capital expenditure, and the expectation is that the private sector will be stimulated into
spending and investing during the next four years. The Treasurer seems to be expecting a
12 per cent increase in capital from the private sector. However, his colleagues in Canberra
have a somewhat different view; they say it will be in the order of 6 per cent. As the
Treasurer is expecting a 12 per cent increased input from the private sector, he may
experience some troubles towards the end of this year if that does not occur.
Australia is a nation of some 15 million people, 4 million of whom live in Victoria. The
rest of the world sees us in a different light from the Treasurer. Our international debt is
in the order of$100 million a month and the value of the Australian dollar is less than 70
cents. We are not seen by the rest of the world as being an economically strong nation and
we should take some heed from observations made in other parts of the world.
In an article in the Australian Financial Review of 7 October 1985, some concern is
expressed by Americans about Australia. There are some 200 million Americans and we
should be cognizant of their views. The article states that in a country credit survey by the
Institutional Investor magazine, Australia's rating has fallen in place in the 109 countries
surveyed. Australia has a growing international debt, currently at $100 million a month.
The article states that the Hawke Government's honeymoon with the Australian electorate
is now over.
Mr Gavin interjected.
Mr WEIDEMAN-The "General" from Coburg should get back to his post. He is
attempting to be a false Minister at the moment. After the contribution he has just made
to the debate, he should go and practise a little more.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Fogarty)-Order! Will the honourable member for
Frankston South ignore interjections!
Mr WEIDEMAN-There is growing concern that the overseas debt is far too large. I
am sure the Treasurer appreciates this, but none of the members of the Government back
bench have alluded to the problem. I consider it to be the crux of our future problems. It
is the old story; if one borrows short and lends long, one ends up going broke. For twelve
years this has been the case in both the State and Commonwealth Budgets.
The Australian Financial Review article stated that according to an international country
credit survey by Institutional Investor magazine, the global average, which is the rating of
109 countries, shows that on a scale of 1 to 100, Australia has fallen by 1·8 points to 82·1
points. When the Hawke Government was elected in 1983, Australia was rated with 87·7
points. Therefore, it can be seen that Australia is somewhat down the scale and only
countries such as South Africa, Barbados, the Phillipines and Colombia had larger falls.
During the past six months Australia was the third worst performer in the Asian Pacific
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group, which fell 0·3 per cent as a whole. Australia was pushed out of its ninth-ranking
place by Austria according to the latest survey.
As I mentioned, Victoria has the highest increases in State taxes in Australia. The
increase has been the order of 72·9 per cent. When the Labor Government assumed office
in 1982, the increase for the previous three years, according to its own documents, was
only 29 per cent. The Government has not provided members of the community with
anywhere to go. No real tax cuts have been made. One has only to speak to members of
the small business community to realize that the Government's WorkCare program is
facing difficulties. The Government is petrified because it expected 50 000 companies to
register under the program and only 20 000 to 30 000 companies have done so. Therefore,
thousands of companies need to be encouraged to join the program.
Why have companies not joined the program? The average small businessman today
must pay wages according to award rates as well as all the extra costs involved in running
a business. Small businessmen with whom I have spoken have come to an understanding
that all they can do is keep going. They have to pay wages and the add-on costs of 100 per
cent amount to the equivalent of another average wage. Although the small businessman
says he will keep battling, where will it get him?
As a former member of Parliament, some five years ago I remember hearing from
people who had problems in the wages area. On taking up the issue with the appropriate
authorities, I was amazed at the number of times the investigating officers would say, "We
cannot do anything with the employer because, if we close him down or make him pay the
extra money claimed, he will go broke and there are 200 jobs at risk". I remember a classic
case five years ago in Springvale involving a gentleman who employed 200 seamstresses.
Today the problem is bigger.
The Ministers must be concerned that they are not receiving a response to the WorkCare
program, otherwise they would not be advertising to make sure companies register to
obtain the "reduction"-as the Government puts it-in the cost of workers compensation
premiums. Many companies have experienced reductions in premiums, especially those
in the high-risk areas, such as abattoirs and manufacturing industries, where greater risks
are involved.
However, many large companies are obviously examining the establishment of their
own workers compensation schemes. Many small business people and shopkeepers have
found that their premiums have not been reduced and that they are carrying the burden.
What will happen if 20 000 firms do not register and do not pay the premIums?
Residents of Australia, as I mentioned, have been living in a fool's paradise. The past
twelve years have seen massive Government spending and increased overseas borrowings,
and the chickens are finally coming home to roost. The Treasurer realized this and came
out with a more moderate Budget. Productivity was set at 1 per cent but, like any percentage,
it can be increased dramatically. This can apply to the health, tourism and education
areas. Everyone knows that the reason why there has not been media comment about the
Budget is that 85 per cent of it is concerned with wages and salaries.
The transport budget shows a 600 per cent increase in the middle management structure
of transport administration. That trend is evident in all the various departments. A major
criticism of the Government's policies over the past three years is the increase in the
middle management area and the middle wage structure of various departments. Although
the number of public servants has not increased greatly, the cost of running the Public
Service has increased. I am sure the Treasurer is well aware of that.
Although the Federal Treasurer made light of it, a further important point is that the
percentage level of debts that require servicing is very much at the same level as it was in
1931 during the time of the great depression. In 1910 interest rates were 3·5 per cent; in
the 1950s they were 5 per cent; and in the 1980s they are 14 to 18 per cent. The servicing
of overseas debts is becoming a real problem. If we, as members of Parliament, do not
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address the problem, the difficulties in the next five years will be enormous. The Australian
dollar has lost value and we should be worried about how our dollar and our economy are
viewed overseas.
One wonders that has happened in the health area in recent days because of the nurses'
strike, which is probably the first in the history of the State, and the fact that the waiting
list for elective surgery comprises 26700 names. I am sure the strike has increased the
numbers of persons on the waiting list. There are many management faults in the health
system and election promises have not been fulfilled.
To the credit of the Minister for Health in another place, he has certainly taken note of
the Liberal Party policy and put much of it into operation. The health budget has received
an increased allocation of $151 million, or 9·3 per cent on last year. I congratulate the
Minister for the publication of a document giving an overview of the health budget,
entitled A Healthy Victoria. The document enables honourable members to pick up the
major issues and the major costs in the health area. Honourable members may suggest
that I comment about ways in which money can be saved. I am not saying that savings
can be achieved in the health care area, but considerable money has been spent in
regionalizing the general administration of the Department of Health into eight regions.
Approximately $500000 has been allocated in the Budget to District Health Councils. I
direct the attention of honourable members to a letter of 1 May 1985 addressed to the
Minister for Employment and Industrial Affairs, Mr Crabb, signed by the Premier and the
Treasurer, which states:
During the election campaign the Treasurer issued a media statement which listed the promises ofthe Liberal
and Labor parties and provided an estimate of the costs ofthe individual promises. The list included all promises
contained in policies released up to 15 February 1985.
We have enclosed a copy of the costing of the Government's promises. You will note that the estimated net
additional recurrent cost of the promises totalled $71·82 million. The vast majority of promises were to be
implemented by a re-deployment of existing resources.

Does that mean many of the programs were wrong, had failed, were inappropriate and a
waste of money? It continues:
As discussed at Cabinet. it is essential that the costs stated in the attached document are adhered to in the
preparation of budget bids in 1985 and subsequent years.

The attached document refers to the previous Liberal Government and the promises of
the Liberal Party amounting to approximately $700 million. It also provides a specific
direction to be careful not to add anything that would increase the Budget allocation.
In the document on page 7-1 have only some of the original pages-under the heading
··District Health Councils" it states that funds were already available in the administrative
health area and that there would be a redeployment of approximately $500000. The
Liberal Party criticized the scheme proposed by the Government and stated that $2·5
million would be necessary to provide District Health Councils to the community. The
letter signed by the Premier and the Treasurer related to 324 projects and 90 per cent of
programs to be funded through redeployment.
The misrepresentation and broken promise of the Government has put the Treasurer in
an embarrassing position because the Department of Health will spend $500 000 to provide
eight District Health Councils. The Government apparently spoke to 3000 people in the
community and received opinions about the implementation of District Health Councils.
I attended a meeting in Frankston, but people were not asked at that meeting whether they
wanted a district health council. They were told that one would be provided for $100 000.
People at that meeting were not given the opportunity of asking what was the need. They
were simply told that consumer committees would dictate to the local hospital and provide
information on the region.
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They were not to be education committees which would provide educational programs
that would improve health in the community. I ask the Treasurer to check whether he has
been misled and whether the Department of Health is misleading everyone.
Honourable members who know something about the former Health Commission or
the Department of Health realize that it is still working on the old receipts and payment
program and that is why there is such a difference between the papers produced by the
Department of Health and the Budget Papers. The Minister for Health is correct in stating
that the department should become involved in program budgeting so that he can oversee
some of the management decisions. He should also introduce comprehensive auditing so
that not only will the program be budgeted but also he can understand the auditing and
inform Parliament whether value for money is being obtained.
In the remaining time I have available, I shall turn to the community health care area.
In a speech to the Australian Hospitals Association about community health, Mr Richard
Handley, of the Texas Medical Association, outlined a second-opinion program in which
his company provided health care benefits to 90 000 people, comprising families, retired
people and 30 000 persons fully employed. In the time that program was in operation,
payments to that service were reduced and the company discovered that over-all costs
were reduced by 8 per cent. This second-opinion program may have an effect on the
26 700 people on the elective surgery waiting list in Victoria.
The second-opinion program worked this way: the doctor would diagnose the patient to
have surgery and a second-opinion would be obtained from another doctor. Of 564
second-opinion cases, 72 or 13 per cent disagreed with the original recommendation of
surgery. In 59 or 82 per cent of those cases, patients elected not to have surgery, and this
produced a saving of 42 per cent.
The SPEAKER-Order! The honourable member's time has expired.

The sitting was suspended at 12.57 p.m. until 2.4 p.m.

Mr LEA (Sandringham)-I wish to examine some of the comments made by honourable
members on the Government side, particularly the comments of the Treasurer. The Labor
Government has claimed it has established a record in the turn around of the economy
with low unemployment rates and high growth. I want to lift the myth off those statements.
The breaking of the drought some three years ago resulted in a recovery for the rural
sector and the Treasurer, the Premier and the Government can claim no credit for it; it
was an act of God. Another factor that assisted in the economic recovery was the stronger
performance of the American economy. The Wall Street Dow-Jones Index has increased,
which has had a bullish effect on Australian share markets and business confidence. The
Government can claim no credit from that fact.
The Federal Treasurer, Paul Keating, devalued the Australian dollar. That devaluation
had an immediate catastrophic effect on the economy. The Australian dollar was devalued
to 62 cents of the American dollar. That helped the export market, and the Cain Labor
Government can claim no credit for that.
They are three major factors for which the Government has accepted some responsibility,
but no credit should be given to the Treasurer or his economic strategy for those factors.
Victoria has achieved increased rates of employment and economic growth, but it has
also accumulated a staggering debt. The State debt, during the past three years, has
increased from over $10 billion to $15·5 billion. The Government has also leased a
substantial number of State assets. I travel to Parliament regularly by train and the new
carriages on which I travel are leased from foreign investors. The State does not own the
railway carriages. The basic reason for the improvement in economic conditions is because
the Government is good at manipulating its accounts and is borrowing excessively.

Mr Remington interjected.
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Mr LEA-I am sure the honourable member for Melbourne would be better off if he
were given $1 million as a long-term interest-free loan. Victoria is living on borrowed
time.
Mr Remington interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Fogarty)-The honourable member for Melbourne is
out of order.
Mr LEA-The Treasurer has now tightened the reins on economic expansion. He has
endeavoured to reduce the increase in taxes and charges, up 72 per cent during the past
four years. The former Liberal Government, during its last four years in office, had
increased taxes and charges by 29 per cent.
The Government has promised to maintain taxes and charges within the lifetime of this
Parliament to the consumer price index increase. However, I have been besieged by people
in the Sandringham community who have been charged excessive water rates. Community
groups, such as the boy scouts movement, the girl guides and other honorary organizations,
have approached me complaining of paying excessive amounts for their water use. The
Minister for Water Resources has not rectified this matter.
The Labor Government can smile because the sun is smiling on it at the moment.
However, it can claim no credit for the economic improvement that has occurred. By the
end of next year a significant downturn in the share market will occur. If the American
economy collapses, Australia and Victoria in particular will be seriously depressed. No
doubt the Government would claim it was no fault of its economic policies.
The accord between the Federal Government, unions and employer orgnanizations was
another factor that assisted the State Labor Government in its Budgetary strategy, yet the
Government took no direct part in that agreement. The accord is breaking up. No doubt
the honourable member for Werribee would have read last night's Herald and would have
noticed the cricket score board of strikes and disputation taking place in the community.
The bubble is about to burst and the Government is living in the past. It will take credit
for things that happen accidentally, but it will not face up to the problems that have arisen.
I refer particularly to the nurses and teachers strikes. The executives of the teacher unions
supported the present Government to the tune of $1 00 000 for the past two elections, but
they are now turning upon their masters.
Nursing beds are in short supply and care for the elderly and aged is at a dangerously
low level. The Sandringham and District Memorial Hospital has a desperate need for 60
beds for the elderly. More than 25 per cent of the electorate that I represent comprise
retired people.
I hope the Minister in another place will see fit to reward the efforts made by the
Sandringham community by ensuring it has appropriate nursing care.
The Minister for Transport raised the matter of the rebuilding of the Highett railway
station, which I hope is included in the Budget and the installation of much-needed boom
gates in the shopping centre. Without this work the shopping centre could well die.
With regard to the housing situation in the Sandringham electorate, I compliment the
Minister for Housing for the help he has given the local people in that area, but there is
still a shortage of accommodation, especially in the area abutting Hampton and Highett.
I am concerned about the Graham Road, Highett, housing estate, which is in urgent
need of assistance. The estate backs on to the railway line and there is only one entrance
and no playing space. If there were a fire there would be no access for the fire engines with
people moving out of the same entrance. Something must be done to obtair- better access
to that housing estate.
With regard to the important area of education, the education budget provides $2·6
million. It is the largest item in the Appropriation Bill and 75 per cent of the allocation is
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expended on salaries for teachers, ancillary staff and regional administration. The Minister
commented that there would be increased educational opportunities for the fifteen to
nineteen year age groups-that obviously ties in with the recently released Blackburn
report, which I shall come back to in a moment-and that Victorian schools will continue
to be the best resourced in Australia. I shall later examine how valid that comment is. The
Minister went on to say that the Government will provide access for the disadvantaged
and disabled people in the community. I shall also come back to how that is progressing.
With regard to the devolution of decision making within the Education Department
from the central bureaucracy and the regions through to schools and school communities,
one aim which has been espoused by the Government but which is not always carried out
is participation in decision making in the various aspects of community and political life.
Unfortunately, in education, participation in decision making by teachers, school
communities and people at large has been merely rhetoric and is not practised.
I draw the attention of the House to major policy changes made by the Minister for
Education and the former Minister of Education. Hardly had the policy hit the schools
than it was fact. I shall give a couple of examples of this. In February 1983, there was a
radical change to disciplinary procedures in State schools. Corporal punishment was
abolished; the right to suspend children who regularly offended at schools was virtually
abolished; and teachers and principals were rendered powerless to control their schools.
They are still in that state today. Principals and teachers are not in control of the majority
of schools in Victoria because they have no way of controlling students. Were the people
involved in that process of decision making by the former Minister? No, in fact it became
a fait accompli and we were left with that decision. I suggest from my discussions with
teachers that in the Maroondah region, involving 280 schools, and in the south-central
and eastern regions, because of this decision teacher morale has slipped to an all-time low.
This year the Minister altered his decisions about discipline. He said that he had
received advice and had sought a review and that, in fact, it was time for a change. The
Minister was merely turning back the clock to what happened in February 1983 with
Labor Party disciplinary procedures. However, he did not go far enough and, if any
improvement in the control of students and teaching standards is to be effected in Victoria,
discipline must be reviewed.
Another area that has attracted much attention is the integration of disabled students.
No more worth-while cause could be championed by the Government. No honourable
member would disagree with the thrust and intent of that notion. However, what has
happened once again is that there has been little consultation with teachers and schools.
The policy became fact and it was implemented prior to schools being prepared with the
physical resources, prior to schools having integration aides and prior to schools having
the machinery to cope effectively with the problem.
The Treasurer said in his Budget speech that there will be 400 more integration aides
and I congratulate the Minister for Education on this initiative, but I caution him because,
with 2100 schools, it does not go far enough. Indeed, it is only a small step down the way.
With regard to the inadequacies of the Budget Papers, I was astounded, although it has
been argued by my colleagues that there is an improvement in the presentation of the
Budget Papers, because I believe much more detail should be given. Full details of the
Education Department program budget should be detailed and one must find that outside
the Budget Papers, totalling and balancing the factors. When I looked at some of the
program lines-and I believe one should look at the program budgeting to discover how
the Government is tying up its aims with its financial expenditure-I found that some of
them are rather curious. In every major expenditure area there are incidental expenses of
several millions of dollars. I ask: what is an incidental expense; is it a slush fund? Is it right
that the Minister for Education and the Treasurer can classify millions of dollars of
expenditure as incidental expenditure? How would a boardroom or a company treat this
kind of disclosure?
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Another intriguing situation is the interest on loans paid by the Education Department
totalling more than $11 million. I am not an accountant, but that reveals that the Education
Department has borrowed more than $100 million.
That figure is not disclosed in the Budget Papers. When I compared the Budget Papers
for 1984 with those for this year, it was difficult to see any similarity between the program
lines and areas. Much needs to be done to provide a public accounting and I suggest that
the Minister for Education should give me details on the lines that provide for an incidental
expenditure and for interest on loans. Let honourable members have a full, frank and
honest account brought before the Parliament.
In the past three or four years, the number of teachers in the education system has
steadily increased, whereas the number of students has decreased by 30000. My figures
indicate that, this year, there are 300 more teachers in the Education Department in spite
of the fact that numbers of enrolments in schools continue to decrease.
The Minister for Education has said that there has been a 1 per cent cut in real terms in
education, but I believe that probably relates to declining enrolments and the fact that the
technical and further education sector has achieved good growth in capital works, which
is largely as a result of Commonwealth funding. A building program will be commenced
and extended for eleven T AFE colleges, which I commend because it is an excellent move.
I also refer to the funding provided for education by the former Liberal Government as
a percentage of the gross Budget. Ten years ago, 40 per cent of the Budget was spent on
education. This year under the Labor Party, the priorities have changed and less than 30
per cent of the Budget is allocated for education.
It is easy to see that most of the major gains in education remained until 1982, under
the administration of two excellent Ministers, the Honourable Lindsay Thompson and
the Honourable Alan Hunt. Once again, the Labor Party accepts the good achievements
of the former Liberal Government; it will not recognize them though, but it claims all the
credit for them.

With the rationalization of schools and the teacher numbers still increasing, the Minister
for Education must do some hard work in negotiating with teachers to transfer people
from schools where there is an excess of teachers into areas where vacancies exist. I suggest
there are excesses of teachers in a number of schools in various areas, except teachers of
maths and science, and there are shortages in other areas. Those shortages could easily be
met if the Minister considered the transfer of teachers to areas where vacancies exist.
I now turn to the Labor Party's commitment to the under fifteen-year-old age group.
The Government has correctly zeroed in on the fifteen to nineteen-year-old age group and
attempted to address the problem through the Youth Guarantee Scheme and the
development of technical and further education, and is doing its best in that area.
I was speaking to educationalists recently who made a relevant point, that it is rather
late to change the situation if a child has already been at school for fifteen years; and that
education in that regard should be commenced at the primary school stage, so that
students are given the chance to learn and acquire literacy and numeracy skills at that
level. The primary school area is not one of which the Labor Party can be proud, because
classes with more than 30 students still exist, and the Minister, I am sure, will try to
address the problem.
More Budget resources could be thrown into the under fifteen-year-old student area by
providing teachers at the commencement of a child's education, not at the end, when the
problems and the damage have, to a large extent, already been done.
Today I should like to mention, in passing-and perhaps I can speak more about it on
another occasion-the Blackburn report. There are some educationalists who believe the
Blackburn report deals mainly with rationalization and declining numbers of students. It
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deals with an attempt to pull together resources so that savings in economies can be made.
I wonder whether that is the best way of creating a good educational environment.
I now turn to the area of the school curriculum, particularly in view of the fact that the
Labor Party claims that it is involved in encouraging participation by other groups in the
decision-making process. At present, a massive conflict exists in the school curriculum
area. Under the Liberal Party Government, a policy relating to a school-based curriculum
was developed, and the former Labor Minister of Education continued that program. Dr
Ian Allen, the executive director in charge of educational programs, is working in the preschool to Year 12 curriculum. As well as that, there is a school-based curriculum; and the
Blackburn report suggests a Year 11 and Year 12 curriculum, which is an attempt to
broaden the curriculum for those youngsters who are not succeeding at school, which
represents about 15 per cent of students. Therefore, there is a conflict in the curricula
areas.
I suggest the Minister for Education needs to examine closely what is occurring in that
area because it is heading in many different directions at present. The Government needs
to have a fairly clear policy on that aspect. Obviously, that also includes the
recommendations of the Blackburn report.
Another area in which schools were treated very poorly in regard to participation in the
decision-making process was school council reorganizations. I was involved in one of
those, when a letter was received from the Minister stating that one could restructure one's
school council provided that that council consisted of no more than one-third of teacher
representatives, no more than one-half of parent representatives, and a percentage that
must include union representatives. As principal, I did not like the compulsory restructuring
but the council and I were overruled. Technical schools have a community component;
people in the community at large have played a very responsible part in the development
of technical schools, with the proud history of 65 years of school councils.
I had to turn around and ask the people on the council, which consisted of eighteen
members, to stand down because the Minister had decided to deal with the matter in a
particular way. He virtually said, "We will all be democratic", but that is a great Labor
Party saying, which means we will all be democratic provided that we do it the Labor
Party's way. That is the kind of rhetoric that occurs. The Government is interested in
democratic participation in decision making provided that it obtains the decision it wants;
if it does not, it screams. School councils in technical schools and secondary schools have
suffered because of the decision of the former Minister of Education in the Labor
Government.
The agreement between the Minister and the unions regarding the organization of
classes and teaching hours in this State was another undemocratic aspect that existed in
schools. The administration, the principals, were left right out of that process. They must
carry out what the union and the Minister want, and that has made the position of
administrators in primary, secondary and technical schools a mere sham.
I know it is the aim of the unions in many cases to do away with administrators and
have democratic government. I really cannot imagine anything worse than a situation
where one decision is made one week and another is made the next in the running of
schools. There needs to be constant administration in schools.
Another area to which I refer is rationalization of schools. Honourable members would
be well aware that in recent years there has been a massive decline in the population in
schools, particularly in the Maroondah and south central regions. The population of postprimary students in the south central region will decline from 10 000 students at present
to a little more than 4000 in the next ten years.
The Budget should address the massive problems that exist and the Minister should
come to terms with them. I could provide the House with one or two examples of how
schools have declined.
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The Blackburn Primary School had some 1200 students during the late 1960s; today it
has a little more than 160 students. That is typical of schools around the Blackburn area
and of the declining student enrolments; a similar situation exists in Doncaster, Brighton,
St Kilda, Sandringham and inner Melbourne. The Budget should concentrate on those
areas and focus on setting up a task force to examine the massive problems that will occur
with the rationalization of schools, the better use of resources and the bringing together of
teachers in the technical, high schools into post-primary schools.
I shall finish my remarks where I began: that much has been said of the economic
success of the Labor Government. I have pointed out that the recovery after the drought
and the Ash Wednesday bush fires, the success of the American economy and the decision
of the Federal Treasurer to devalue the Australian dollar have been major factors in the
growth in employment in this State.
Another way in which the Government has achieved good results is by pumping money
into the economy. I repeat the figures that I gave initially: that, in the past four years, this
State has increased its debts from $10·5 billion to $15·5 billion, an increase of 50 percent.
It also has borrowed extensively on overseas markets and, in addition, has leased back our
trains, trams and buses. We no longer own them. We all use them, but we do not own
them; they are on long-term lease. In other words, this State is doing reasonably well only
because of its heavy indebtedness and other factors for which the Government can claim
no credit whatsoever.
In the education budget, which is a massive burden on this State, more could be done
to explain the program budget lines. I again ask for an explanation of the incidental
expenses that involve some millions of dollars, and what will be the interest on grants and
loans to the Education Department which involve capital to the tune of more than $100
million? I ask the Minister to reply to these matters and to examine closely the comments
made by my colleagues and by other members of this House.
Mr ROWE (Essendon)-I say at the outset that the contribution honourable members
have just heard from the honourable member for Sandringham leaves everyone in this
House and certainly those in the gallery-Mr MACLELLAN (Berwick)-On a point of order, Mr Deputy Speaker. I apologize
for interrupting the honourable member for Essendon, but I felt I should do so at the
earliest stage possible to point out that no Minister is present. I wondered for a moment
whether the Government had resigned or whether the courtesy of the presence of a
Minister might be extended to the House and to you, Sir.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Fogarty)-Order! There is no point of order. However,
the point is well taken and a Minister will no doubt be here shortly.
Mr ROWE (Essendon)-The contribution of the honourable member for Sandringham
was a great disappointment to all honourable members.
Mr LIEBERMAN (Benambra)-A further point of order, Mr Deputy Speaker. I
understand your ruling that there was no point of order concerning the matter put to you
regarding the absence of any Minister from the table. However, I point out that it has been
a longstanding custom that a Minister be present and that the carriage of business is
severely impeded by the lack of a Minister to speak for the Government on matters that
may be raised. On that basis, it is at least desirable that the honourable member for
Essendon should pause until such time as a Minister of the Crown can be found.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER-Order! I accept the fact that past practice and procedure
allow for a Minister to be at the table.
Mr ROWE (Essendon)-The points of order that are being raised by members of the
Opposition indicate how weak they are in their performance and their lack of credibility
in the community. At 2 p.m., when this debate resumed, the House was packed, as was
the Press Gallery, because everyone hoped to hear something from the Leader of the
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Opposition about the tapes, but that was not to be. Instead, honourable members heard a
contribution from the honourable member for Sandringham. In that respect alone it was
a great disappointment to the people of Victoria who, no doubt, were hoping to hear
something about the tapes.
Mr Maclellan-Mr Deputy Speaker, I draw your attention to the state of the House
and the fact that no Minister is present. It is disgusting.

A quorum was formed.
Mr ROWE-It was of deep concern to all honourable members and to the community
that the Leader of the Opposition did not at 2 o'clock take the opportunity of setting the
record straight with respect to the tapes that are in his possession.
Mr LEIGH (Malvern)-On a point of order, Mr Deputy Speaker, I believe the
honourable member is out of order in referring to the issue of the tapes. That matter has
nothing to do with the Budget debate.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER-Order! I remind the honourable member that the Budget
debate is a rather wide debate. In the past couple of days, I have heard of little else but
tapes. The honourable member for Essendon is straying a little. By the same token, I point
out that it is a wide debate.
Mr ROWE (Essendon)-I make a passing reference to the matter by way of introductory
remarks. The Question of the tapes was raised in a significant way yesterday in this same
debate by the Leader of the Opposition. It is only in response to hIS remarks that I want to
make the point at the outset that certainly the Government and, I am sure, the media and
the people of Victoria are very disappointed. They would· be rightly concerned at the
actions of the Opposition and its Leader in this matter. I make those remarks at the outset
because the matter was raised yesterday by the Leader of the Opposition.
One must see the Budget as part of the Government's ongoing strategy and in the
context of the economic strategy that the Labor Party presented to the people of Victoria
prior to the last election. The Treasurer has presented a consistent theme in the strategy
and in the Budget. That point is worth making at the outset to highlight the consistent
approach by the Government in economic matters, particularly in the implementation of
the Budget, which is in dramatic contrast to the position adopted by the opposition parties.
At no point have honourable members seen from the Opposition anything like an
economic strategy or anything that could mirror what the Labor Party put forward prior
to the election. The Opposition has consistently failed in Budget debates to put an
alternative strategy. On that ground alone the Opposition stands condemned by the people
of Victoria. Fundamental issues should be brought to the attention of the House.
It is not good enough for the honourable member for Brighton, and his colleagues, to
bore honourable members for 3 hours or more without putting forward an alternative
strategy. When the Labor Party was in opposition, it always took the opportunity offered
by the Budget debate not only of pinpointing the weaknesses of the then Liberal
Government but also of putting forward the direction in which the party believed the
Victorian economy should be heading. That is of fundamental importance, and that point
needs to be made consistently throughout the debate.
Since the honourable member for Brighton has taken over as spokesperson for the
Opposition on Treasury matters, the Government has not had the opportunity of hearing
the alternative strategy of the Opposition. Perhaps he does not know what it is; perhaps
he is too new to the position to have picked up any threads of a strategy! Certainly, he has
not put forward an alternative strategy, and I ask him to do so. Members of the Government
would like to hear what the alternative Government would do, and that is an appropriate
way for an Opposition to behave.
When the Government put forward its economic strategy, it was well publicized
throughout the community and was well understood by business groups, community

Appropriation (1985-86, No. 1) Bill

23 October 1985

ASSEMBLY

1149

groups and the unions. They were aware of the direction in which the strategy was heading.
The Government set out to develop a policy of promoting those aspects of the Victorian
economy in which Victoria has a natural or competitive advantage. The Government set
out to cultivate those aspects of the economy that could be described as the trade exposed
sector.
It is interesting to note that members of the Opposition, including the honourable
members for Brighton and Sandringham, have pointed to the increased activity in both
those areas. The Government has set out to promote those areas, and yet members of the
Opposition have tried to suggest that it has come about not because the economic strategy
has worked but, according to the honourable member for Sandringham, through an act of
God and, according to the honourable member for Brighton, the Federal Treasurer's
action in devaluing the $1.

It was not long ago that members of the Opposition were strongly criticizing the actions
of the Federal Government in devaluing the $1; speaker after speaker raised that issue.
However, the Opposition now sees fit to use that action as one of the reasons for the
increased competitiveness of the Victorian and Australian economies. I have always
maintained that the devaluation of the $1 is a major factor in the Victorian and Australian
economies. The floating and devaluation of the $1 has had an important effect.
The Government has been consistent on that point, but it is worth noting that, prior to
the Federal Government devaluing the dollar, in its economic strategy the Victorian
Government set in place many programs to develop specific aspects of the Victorian
economy. That was done mainly through the Department of Industry, Technology and
Resources, which is responsible for the implementation of certain aspects of the strategy.
Mr Leigh-Mr Acting Speaker, I direct your attention to the state of the House.

A quorum was formed.
Mr ROWE-The childish action of the honourable member for Malvern indicates his
lack of capacity to say anything on the fundamental matters that are of deep concern to
the people of Victoria. He is strangely silent on economic issues. No member of the
Opposition can lead an intelligent debate on the direction of the economy. Therefore, it is
not surprising that the honourable member for Malvern resorted to such childish action.

Other areas of the strategy to which I shall refer relate to deregulation and increased
competitiveness of the Victorian economy. It does not take long to realize that it was not
long ago that Ministers of the former Liberal Government pulled stunts such as establishing
phone-ins in an attempt to cut through red tape. That was as far as the previous Liberal
Government was able to go in deregulating the economy.
The Labor Government has established a unit within the Department of Industry,
Technology and Resources and is setting about in a systematic, sensible and comprehensive
manner to identify the extent of regulation of business. That is the way one should proceed
in this matter. It is not simply a matter of grabbing a Quick headline by establishing phoneins and so on to cut through red tape.
The economic strategy outlined the areas in which the Budget should concentrate the
scarce resources of the Victorian economy in the form of capital works. They were directed
to the major areas of economic benefit to the State, and the Government provided the
infrastructure for a more competitive economy. It is those aspects in the economic strategy
which have brought about the current situation in Victoria whereby this State is the leader
of Australian economic performance.
It is on that point that I shall refer to the contribution made during the debate by the
honourable member for Brighton who was the lead speaker for the Opposition. When o'ne
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examines his speech, one finds that it contained nothing other than gloom and doom and
an absence of an alternative strategy.
The honourable member for Brighton made an extensive and lengthy contribution to
the debate on the Budget but at no stage did he indicate how he or the Opposition would
run the Victorian economy. That was a major failing in his speech. The honourable
member brought to the attention of the House a number of selective statistics and graphs
which were incorporated in Hansard.
Those statistics and graphs indicated the performance of the Victorian economy. I shall
refer to only four or five of those graphs. The first is the graph on new motor vehicle
registrations, which indicated the percentage growth of the quarter ended in August this
year compared to the previous twelve months. The honourable member indicated that the
percentage growth in this area has declined in Victoria. In 1984-85 Victoria had the
highest recorded level for both Victoria and Australia. Therefore, the comparison to
August this year was made against an all-time high record for new motor vehicle
registrations.
The honourable member for Brighton then attempted to indicate to the people of
Victoria that because there had not been a significant increase in this area during that time
frame there was something wrong with the Victorian economy. The honourable member
used those statistics selectively to prove his point.
Another graph which was incorporated in Hansard by the honourable member dealt
with private residential building approvals, which still remain at an historically high level.
I ask the honourable member for Brighton to deny that fact. The way in which the
honourable member presented his statistics is open to the charge of misleading Victorians
about the true direction of the economy. When one compares private residential building
approvals and private non-residential building approvals one needs to take into
consideration the commencement dates and the building activity within the State at the
times being compared. The honourable member did not include any graphs on these vital
aspects, which is a telling point about the selectivity of the graphs incorporated in Hansard.
A graph on private non-residential building approvals has also been incorporated in

Hansard and indicates the percentage change for the year to three months ended in August.
Those statistics were used to compare Victoria's present rate with its previously high level
in the twelve months prior to that. In late 1984 there was a downturn in the number of
non-residential building approvals, yet since then there has been a significant recovery.
One should again consider the over-all trend in Victoria during the past three years
compared with the national trend. I challenge the honourable member on the validity of
the statistics that he has incorporated in Hansard.
The graph which deals with market sector employment is esoteric and open to argument
on one's definition of market sector employment. When one is considering the market
sector employment one should also consider the generally accepted major economic
indicators such as performance. Victoria is leading the rest of the nation in an aggregate
sense. I now wish to draw attention to those major economic indicators. For the financial
year 1984-85 the gross non-farm product experienced a growth rate of 5 per cent nationally,
and in Victoria it was 5·5 per cent.
Mr STOCKDALE (Brighton)-On a point of order, Mr Acting Speaker, the honourable
member for Essendon is citing statistics without indicating the source from which to verify
the figures that he is quoting. I call on the honourable member to properly source the
material from which he is quoting.
Mr SPYKER (Minister for Consumer Affairs)-On the point of order, Mr Acting
Speaker, it is not for the honourable member for Brighton to ask from what document the
honourable member for Essendon is quoting. The only right the honourable member for
Brighton has in this House is to ask that the document be tabled.
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Mr ROWE (Essendon)-On the point of order, Mr Acting Speaker, I am Quoting from
statistics that have been taken from public documents, the Victorian Budget Papers and
the national Budget Papers.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Kirkwood)-Order! I thank the honourable member for
Essendon. The honourable member for Brighton had the right to ask for the information
to be detailed, which the honourable member for Essendon has done.
Mr ROWE-Thank you, Mr Acting Speaker. As I indicated, the forecast growth rate
for gross non-farm products in 1985-86 is 4 per cent in real terms for Australia compared
with a forecast growth rate in Victoria of 4·5 per cent. The Australian growth rate for gross
domestic product in 1984-85 for Australia was 4·6 per cent in real terms compared with
4·2 for Victoria. The growth rate for private fixed capital expenditure on dwellings in
Australia was 14·4 per cent in 1984-85 compared to 21·9 per cent for Victoria during the
same time. The forecast for the year 1985-86 for private fixed capital expenditure on
dwellings is estimated to decline 4 per cent nationally and increase 2 per cent in Victoria.
The growth rate for fixed capital expenditure on other than dwellings for 1984-85 increased
nationally by 3·1 per cent and in Victoria by 8·9 per cent. That is a dramatic difference in
rates for the private sector.
The forecast for 1985-86 indicated that the growth rate for private fixed capital
expenditure other than dwellings is expected to increase by 8 per cent nationally and in
Victoria by approximately 12 per cent. Those are some of the major economic indicators
that ought to be directed in the Budget debate. I am not directing only selective statistics
over varying periods to the attention of the House, as the honourable member for Brighton
did. That is an important factor.
In terms of employment generally, all the indicators on the numbers of persons employed
are that Victoria leads the rest of Australia and has done so for some time. The number of
working days lost for each 1000 employees in 1984-85 was 242 in Australia and 154 in
Victoria. The rate of unemployment in September was 8 per cent for Australia and 6·6 per
cent for Victoria. I conclude by indicating that the major economic indicators make it
clear that the Victorian economy is in good hands. It is progressing well and in some
aspects of the national economy other States are picking up where Victoria has been
moving ahead for some time. However, in other aspects some States are still lagging
behind.
The major economic indicators have shown that for some time the Victorian economy
is leading the way and is still doing so. It is no accident. Honourable members from the
Opposition side of the House have intimated that it is by chance or accident. That is
because they have no ideas, strategies or an alternative Budget. Victoria is in this position
because it has a Treasurer and a Government that know where we want to go, and the
people of Victoria have endorsed that direction.
Mr STEGGALL (Swan Hill)-Having listened to the honourable member for Essendon
for the last half-hour honourable members understand why back-benchers of the
Government do not speak during debate on any Bills except the occasional one, the Budget
and the Address-in-Reply debates. It is pleasing to note that the Minister for Consumer
Affairs is at the table. For the first time during my two and a half years in Parliament the
embarrassing situation arose in which a Minister could not be found for about 10 minutes.
I am delighted that the Minister for Consumer Affairs is present. One might say that he
represents the Government in Parliament.
The Budget debate is a time for reflection and judgment. One can reflect upon what
transpired in the previous year and have the opportunity of considering the plans of the
Government for the coming year. As this year was an election year it also provides the
opportunity of jUdging the promises made during the election campaign and examining
the performance, promises and strategies the Government has produced and comparing
them with some of the promises made during the election campaign.
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Because I represent a rural electorate, my contribution today will be different from the
contributions honourable members have heard. I am proud to be a member of a minority
group of Victorians that includes the rural sector, which is something about which
Government members are extremely naive. They do not even know where some country
areas are or how to reach them. Last night I listened with considerable interest to the
honourable member for Dandenong talking about the arts and related facilities in
Melbourne. The Swan Hill electorate does not have any large arts centres. It does not have
huge public transport systems, underground railways, a State swimming centre, an opera
or ballet company. It does not have trams, large hospitals or tertiary education centres.
However, the people of my electorate must pay for those facilities that are located in
Melbourne and which they do not use.
Country people have much pride in the standard offacilities in metropolitan Melbourne,
the capital of this State. The contribution made by rural Victoria towards those facilities
should not be forgotten. There is much communIty spirit and pride in the country. We
have live theatre; it is only small, but is is good fun. It is community-based and communityfinanced and in many ways plays an important role not only in the provincial cities but
also in small country towns. We also have clear air and healthy lifestyles. I am sure
Government members would enjoy having a good look around rural Victoria. They may
then understand something of what rural members of Parliament talk about from time to
time. I know they do not like listening and do not like to take any notice of what we say.
At the moment rural Victoria has a strong determination to survive. The survival of
our small country towns and provincial cities is paramount to the actions and directions
the Government should take and which it is important for members of Parliament and
the bureaucracy to understand. If the bureaucrats can be educated to understand what
happens in the big, wide, wonderful world it will be of advantage not only to the people of
Melbourne and of rural Victoria but to the whole State.
At the moment trouble has arisen in the health area. We are worried about the changes
proposed and the tricks people have tried to introduce such as regional health councils
that may work well in Melbourne but would be a joke in rural Victoria.
The same situation applies with education. We are worried not only about the direction
in which education is heading but also about the destruction offacilities and the opportunity
of young people in rural Victoria to gain an education and to have a fair and reasonable
curriculum choice to enable them to enter tertiary education, for which they must leave
home.
For some reason the Blackburn report has not attracted much interest in Parliament. I
assure the House and the Minister for Consumer Affairs that the Blackburn report is of
immense interest to people in the country. The way in which the Minister for Education
has handled it until now has been good. He has told rural communities to suggest methods
and ideas on how to deliver the principles in the Blackbum report, and told them he will
consider those ideas.
Many meetings have been held throughout the electorate that I represent, from
Wedderbum to Robinvale. The area includes some 70 schools, not all high schools. A lot
of worry and work has gone into the submissions presented to the regional boards of
education which are to make decisions and recommendations to the State board in the
near future. Probably for the first time, those who are not all that impressed with the
structure of regional boards of education will be able to see what decisions those boards
will make.
The electorate that I represent needs three different types of secondary education to
service the needs and aspirations detailed in the Blackburn report. One would be a system
based on the bi~ schools of Swan Hill and Kerang. Another would be based on the isolated
schools of Robmvale, Manangatang, Sea Lake, which ties in with the Mildura electorate,
Ou~n and Murrayville. The third type would be a cluster of some nine schools, most of
WhICh are in my electorate, which are very close together and have fewer than 300 students.
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It will be interesting to know how the Government will handle that operation. I keep
watching for the $600 000 media unit to tell Victorians which way it is going. However, I
am delighted that the decision is still in the melting pot and I hope the input of people in
rural areas will be accepted and will be studied closely by the Minister.

All is not rosy in the country and those who have seen the front page of today's Sun will
see a very sad side of the story. In the electorate that I represent, the biggest industry is
grain-wheat and barley. That is not going at all well. Apart from seasonal problems,
marketing problems are being experienced, as is the high cost of Government taxes and
charges in both the Federal Government and State Government areas. Also in the electorate
are the dairy industry, the fruit industry, the vegetable industry and the prime lamb
industry. These markets are depressed.
However, the farmers will not go away. These people will stay and work these problems
through. Some hope needs to be generated by Governments for these communities, but
this is not forthcoming from the State Government. Every time a decision affecting the
rural areas is taken it is to remove small things and big things from the rural areas. Each
one of itself is not all that bad at first sight. One can say that it is fair enough and that it
affects only a few people here and a few people there. However, in total, in the rural area
it has a serious economic impact on schools, hospitals and small businesses.
Rural Victoria is becoming extremely short of young people. Many young married
people are moving out because they are unable to make a living in order to raise their
families. These days, at meetings of groups of farmers at which I attend, I notice that the
age group is getting older. The young ones are missing. They are moving to Melbourne
where they are readily employed and snapped up quickly by the job market for their
qualities.
The rural sector is the engine of the economy. It is the reason Melbourne exists and it
gives the metropolitan area the ability of enjoying its luxuries and its facilities.
Unfortunately, the State's motor is not running too well. I hope the State Government,
and also the Federal Government, will begin to realize the important role of the rural
economy in the country.
In this Budget and in other Labor Budgets there are enormous borrowings. The economics
and rationale behind those borrowings is difficult to understand. The honourable member
for Essendon made a song and dance about how great thou art from the Government's
point of view, knowing full well that those fringe areas of Government expenditure have
been funded and financed by loan funds that will need to be repaid by future generations.
The only way to raise those moneys is through the rural sector. Those debts will be paid
from the rural sector.
Last week, the Hbuse debated grain freight rates and, unfortunately, I did not participate
in the debate. Grain freight rates rose 6 per cent this year, which farmers are told is below
the consumer price index. The Minister for Transport was beating himself on the chest
with pride saying how marvellous it was and how well the Ministry was doing. The
Minister forgot to say that the cost of the central receival points has been transferred to
the growers and that many of the advantages that were foreseen over the central receival
points proposals has cost growers more money. There is a transfer of costs from V/Line to
the wheat growers.
The Minister also forgot to say that he had changed the date of receival for the start of
the new season grain. That may not seem important, but this year the Minister has
changed the date for new season receivals from 1 December to 1 November and that will
cost wheatgrowers-and it is a big bonus to V/Line-just in that month alone between
$400 000 and $600 000 extra in grain freight. That extra cost is brought about simply by
changing the date of the new season grain. Victoria is the only State in Australia where a
Government has brought about that change. It was done nicely; it was not announced, it
was just imposed, and it took a while to learn about it.
Session 1985-37
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The Minister also forgot to talk about the extra cost that will be placed on grain growers
because of the closure of light lines, and the hard issues being decided by local councils
that will affect costs. It was interesting to learn in a press release what the Minister for
Transport had done. Firstly, there was the deal he did eventually with the local government
areas for over-loaded grain trucks-always a difficult question. The Minister fixed up that
one. He said in his press release:
. . . overloaded grain trucks were costing the community through road damage caused by local and interstate
cartage.
Municipal councils will be authorized to issue permits for trucks to carry up to 2 tonnes over their limit,
subject to the excess being no greater than 25 per cent ofthe vehicle's gross weight.

Local government is not impressed with the proposals of the Minister. The press release
continues by stating that the State Government will allocate approximately $1 million this
financial year for special road works to repair damage caused by the altered routes for
grain trucks. It will be interesting to discover what effect that $1 million will have on the
additional road movements that will be implemented this year.
The Road Transport Authority will use the Grain Elevators Board's weighbridge records
from Portland and Geelong as a basis for prosecuting the operators of overloaded grain
trucks. That is not a pleasant thought.
In the Budget there is a reduction in the Grain Elevators Board public authority dividend
from $5 million to $4·5 million. That tax should not exist and, as soon as there is a change
in Government, it will be removed. The Grain Elevators Board charges have risen by 5
per cent, which is below the consumer price index. Although on the surface that appears
to be all well and good, the Government has not told the community that the wharfage
costs have been transferred from the Grain Elevators Board to the Australian Wheat
Board. The wharfage charge for grain is $1 a tonne. Not all the wheat produced is exported,
so that the return is 85 cents a tonne.
The Minister for Transport proceeded in the press release to claim that the Government
has been most generous through the loan program and the capital works program. However,
the Minister neglected to say that those programs have been provided at no cost to the
Government because they are financed through the Australian wheat growers. Anyone
who reads the press releases issued through the Government's $600 000 Media Unit would
believe the Government is doing the wheat growers a favour.
The water industry is an important area to anyone who represents an electorate such as
mine. One of the main areas of concern in my electorate relates to the battle against
salinity. The honourable member for Werribee, who is a member of a task force on
salinity, has told farmers in the north-western area of the State that the Government has a
good policy on salinity control and that, in the next four years, it will spend $32 million in
the fight against salinity. When the Budget Papers were released, I asked the honourable
member for Werribee if he could identify the salinity expenditure because it was hard to
find the actual figures. The honourable member assured me that he would, but I had to
read about it in a press release issued three to four weeks after I had made the request for
a breakdown of the funding of $12 million for salinity works.
Last year the Budget allocated $8·5 million for salinity works. This year that figure has
been increased by $3·5 million. I refer the House to a press release issued by the chairman
of the task force, the Minister for Agriculture and Rural Affairs in another place, the
Honourable Evan Walker, who said that the highlight of the 1985-86 salinity control
program is the allocation of $4· 5 million for researching the problem, including a major
groundwater survey and modelling project to help in understanding the need for a longterm sustainable solution.
.
Approximately $1·5 million will be provided for continued assistance to landholders
for specific farm measures, such as the salinity loans program and so on. Approximately
$1 million will be provided for augmented farm advisory services and farm demonstration
projects. Approximately $4 million will be provided for drainage improvements in the

Appropriation (1985-86, No. 1) Bill

23 October 1985

ASSEMBLY

1155

irrigation areas of northern Victoria and for the disposal of saline wastes. That refers to
the mineral reserve basins scheme. Approximately $225 000 will be provided for a major
education program to improve awareness of the salt problems and solutions. There is no
urgent need in northern Victoria for an education program to alert farmers to the problem.
Farmers in the area are more interested in finding and implementing solutions to the
problem.
Approximately $250 000 is to be provided for the start of a three-year pilot pro~am in
northern Victoria to find the best method by which regional committees can contnbute to
a fully integrated salinity control program. It is about time such a program was commenced,
and I congratulate the Government on that initiative. That program will commence in the
Goulburn-Broken rivers area and it will be interesting to follow its development.
Approximately $250 000 is to be provided for strategy development in salt affected
regions and improved co-ordination of Government action through the operation of the
Ministerial task force and the establishment of a central salinity support unit. That
description in the press release is gobbledegook. All the aims referred to in that press
release are commendable. However, the press release fails to mention that fact that $2·4
million has been provided by the Federal Government from its water resources program.
A quick piece of arithmetic reveals that the Government has allocated $1 million worth
of··new" money this year for the salinity problem and is now having trouble in allocating
the funds. Much of the money is going into the mineral reserve basins scheme which is
one of the biggest disasters any Government could build. The people of Melbourne and
most honourable members will be able to breathe a sigh of relief when that scheme is
completed and claim, "We built it. It is funded and it is going". The people of northwestern Victoria will have to wear the consequences of the scheme for years. The people
of north-western Victoria feel so strongly about the scheme that 138 farmers in the affected
area and beyond have commenced civil proceedings in the courts to be heard next month
to try to prevent the Government from proceeding with the scheme.
Following the promises made in the last State election campaign, the community doubts
the sincerity of the Government. The community wonders whether there is any integrity,
honesty or trust left amongst Government members. I refer especially to the press releases
issued by the $600 000 Media Unit. Many people in rural Victoria do not believe the press
releases issued, and that is a sad state of affairs.
Honourable members who represent electorates such as mine face a major battle in
competing with the half truths issued in press releases on the battle against salinity.
Although the facts printed in the press release issued by the Minister are accurate, it
contains so much gobbledegook that people do not understand it.
That sort of statement sounds good and enables any member of the Government party
to stand up and make similar statements in the House. However, when one starts digging
and works through it, one realizes that insufficient work is being done on the real problem.
I have been telling members of the task force and members of the Government party,
both in debate and in letters to the task force-none of which have been answered, I might
add-that the Government should undertake work in salinity research, particularly on
on-farm works and get rid of this stupid idea of the mineral reserve basins, which I hoped
would be politically solved-but now I understand it will not be solved-and put its
energies into addressing the source of the problem.
The Government will leave those in my electorate with an enormous problem for
generations to come; it is a pity that the Government will not take notice of the local
groups and other people who have, for years, done much work in explaining and attempting
to make bureaucrats and engineers understand what is occurring.
Many items in the Budget will be financed under the loan program in different
departments and different authorities' that the Treasurer has established. The Treasurer
will go down in history as the Treasurer who is the fearless borrower. He has no fear of
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borrowing money; he has entered into huge borrowings during the time that he has held
that portfolio; and it is high time that Victoria started pulling back from the indebtedness
that will leave future generations with an enormous battle and an enormous debt to repay.
Ms SIBREE (Kew)-First of all, I congratulate the honourable member for Brighton
on presenting what my colleagues and I believe was a very credible alternative proposition
to this State Government's Budget.
Honourable members have heard a number of very insignificant speeches from
Government back-benchers in the past day or so accusing the Opposition of not having a
Budget strategy. We on this side of the House deny that, and if those honourable members
had listened carefully, they would have realized that the Budget strate~y presented by the
Opposition in this House relates to the fact that, this time around, thIS Government has
failed to capitalize on the opportunities that it did have in respect of a delicate economic
recovery in Australia, which is based and pivoted on a number of delicate propositions.
The Treasurer has failed to understand, in framing the Budget, that in continuing with
the Budget and economic strategies which the Government has, he is undermining the
possibility of continuing some growth based on this fragile recovery that is now occurring.
Although the Treasurer goes on with rhetoric about the fact that private enterprise and
private investment should be carrying the economic recovery in Victoria, the proposition
has to be put that what private recovery there has been in Victoria has not been because
of, but in spite of, the State Government's economic and taxation strategies. The State
Opposition puts to the House and to the people of Victoria that, in fact, there could have
been a much better and much stronger private recovery if the Government had kept its
nose out of a lot of areas out of which it should have kept its nose; and if it had kept
borrowings and taxation down and given some greater incentives to the private sector to
get on with the job in this State.
A State Budget really relates to priorities. State Governments have limited roles to play
in terms of Federal economic strategies. The greatest intervention in terms of the economy
has to be at the Federal level-in terms of Federal taxation, and industrial relations
policies. Certainly, it sets the wide-ranging thrust of what mayor may not happen in the
economies of various States.
It is up to the States to ensure that what should be working for the maximum good of
the State should be looked after and developed by the State in terms of addressing a State
Budget. From my way of considering the question of the State economy, a State
Government ought to be responsible for ensuring the least amount of expenditure on the
maximum amount of projects, and that expenditure should concentrate on the things for
which the State is responsible.
The State Government is responsible for the education of the young, for the infrastructure
which runs through the State relating to transport, the carriage of goods and people, and
the goods we can buy and sell. It is responsible for the production of energy through its
electricity and through its control of oil production and reaping some benefits from that.
However, in many economic matters, it really does not have an enormously significant
role to play. However, it does have a role of protecting the State from any onslaught of
Federal matters which it believes the State cannot carry.
This is what one could call a "Claytons" Budget, because I do not believe this year's
Budget has addressed some of the most fundamental problems in any way. We started
with what was a Claytons surplus, which was announced by the Treasurer some time ago,
of$27·7 million, a surplus arrived at out of the air, as a result of some fast footwork-or
some fast paperwork-by the Treasurer.
I remind the Treasurer and the Premier of a debate that took place on 28 October 1942,
as recorded in H ansard of that date. It was an interesting debate about a true surplus, a
dinky-di surplus-not a Claytons surplus. In 1942, a debate occurred in this place on what
was called the Surplus Revenue Bill, which was introduced by the then Premier, the
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Honourable A. A. Dunstan. The then Leader of the Opposition, the Honourable John
Cain of Northcote, talked about the surplus revenue for the year 1941-42-and it was an
interesting surplus. At that stage, the State had a surplus of revenue of792 000 pounds for
1941-42. Certainly, a conservative Government was in power at the time, which carefully
looked after the welfare and the money of Victorian citizens.
Interestingly enough, a real cash-in-hand surplus still had to be knocked by the then
Leader of the Labor Party Opposition. The interesting thing about the surplus in those
days was that there was a Bill before the House to redistribute the real money back to real
people, not just to shuffle around paperwork or to change red to black on a balance-sheet;
it was a real surplus not a Clay tons surplus.
It is interesting that the then Leader of the Opposition, Mr Cain, submitted to the House
that it would be good to have an opportunity of discussing the Government's proposals in
respect of the application of the surplus of792 000 pounds which the Treasurer announced
for the financial year 1941-42. He also stated:
The honourable gentleman proposes to expend this money in various ways, subject, of course, to being able to
obtain the necessary labour and materials.

Of course, in those days, there were labour shortagesFirst. I should like to comment on the manner in which this sum of £792000 was arrived at. To arrive at it,
the Treasurer exercised not only all his own ingenuity. but particularly that of his officers, in efforts to hide the
actual financial position of the State.

Nothing has changed since 1942, except that the present Treasurer has tried to hide the
financial situation of this State by shuffling paperwork and conducting shifty transactions,
so far as money transactions are concerned, to be able to put a fairly spurious argument to
the people of this State that there was a "surplus", which was really a matter of borrowing
some money to fill a hole; yet, 43 years ago, there was a real surplus. Therefore, that Budget
started offwith a real surplus.
I now move to the area of priorities and the sorts of priorities the present Budget sets. I
maintain that the Budget has set a whole range of Clay tons priorities-and they are very
strange indeed. It seems to me that the State should be in a position to advocate and
ensure that business, manufacturing and tertiary industries are protected from anything
that a Federal Government might do, because the State has the most significant economic
role to play in Australia, to protect its businesses.
What did honourable members hear from the Premier this morning? They heard that
the honourable gentleman is not prepared in any way to stand up for Victoria against the
Hawke Federal Labor Government and against the Federal Treasurer, Mr Keating, in
respect of the implications of the taxation changes that the Federal Government hopes to
implement in the r:text few months.
The Premier stands silent; he does not want to listen to figures and what some of those
taxation changes may mean for the delicate recovery of this State, particularly with respect
to some of the service industries. The Premier has his head in the sand if that is the priority
he wants to set. The Premier does not want to stand here proudly and say that he is going
to stand up for every single business and manufacturer in the State and protect them from
any economic onslaught from the Federal Government. The honourable gentleman does
not want to do what, nor does he want to hear of the difficulties experienced by service
industries in the State. The Premier ought also to consider that service industries in
Victoria-particularly restaurants and food producing industries-are different from those
in other States.
Having talked to representatives of the service industries with respect to the Youth
Employment Support Scheme, it was brought to my attention that the restaurant and food
industries rely not so much on the tourist trade but on return trade. These industries rely
on providing expert attention, quality food and good service and, therefore, unless that is
provided those industries will go to the wall. If the service industry is being substantially
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undermined because significant changes are going to be made at the Federal level in
respect of taxing matters, that industry cannot survive because it cannot pick up the
tourist trade. The tourist trade does not keep the restaurant industry alive in Victoria.
I do not think that the Premier or the Treasurer are aware of the facts. They should go
out and talk to people instead of sittin~ in Parliament House eating sandwiches for lunch.
Consideration should be given to trainmg young men and women for the service industry.
I like to think of the service industry as one of the growth areas, particularly for young
people, as mentioned during question time this mornin~. Over the past twelve months,
the growth in jobs has been particularly strong in Victona with respect to part-time jobs.
That growth has been particularly strong for females who, for some time, have been
severely disadvantaged in the employment market because of the economic downturn.
No comment is made by the Premier or the Treasurer. I suppose they will continue to
sit in Parliament House and eat their sandwiches and cold coffee. Cold coffee and cold
comfort is about all we are going to get in future. The Treasurer could do a lot to help
Victoria, but all he is doing is taxing Victoria and its businesses out of existence. The
Treasurer has his priorities wrong and is allowing the Federal Government to do its worst.
I was amazed the other day when I was looking through the Age newspaper at the
professional situations vacant to find an advertisement under "Victorian Transport" for a
Director of Aviation Policy. I know that Mr Roper, the former Minister of Health was
interesting and flamboyant if not unsuccessful in that portfolio, but if he wants to make
trams or trains fly to get them there on time that will not overcome other problems. It is
beyond my comprehension why Victoria needs a Director of A viation Policy. Is Victoria
to have a new secret State airways? Is Victoria to get into something else, even more pie in
the sky? It is interesting to note from the Budget allocation for the Ministry of Transport
a huge deficit and yet the priority is to engage a director of aviation policy.
I am amazed that even where there is a strong emphasis by this Government on youth,
youth training and employment, the youth budget is now under employment and industrial
affairs. Large amounts of funds are allocated for the payment of public servants but
nothing extra, in real terms, is allocated for those people in the community who are trying
to get kids into the work force and back into society. That is because the Government has
no real understanding of what youth affairs involve. The Government fiddled around
trying to work out how it could transfer youth from the sport and recreation portfolio and
has dumped it into employment and industrial affairs where it will end up as No. 20 in the
list of priorities for that portfolio.
I refer to the youth budget and the priority given to that bud~et in terms of youth
development. That has been forgotten in terms of Government pnorities. The Budget is
as much about setting human priorities as it is about setting economic priorities. The
Government pins youth development purely on employment, but many other factors are
involved to which the Government should give credence which do not fit comfortably in
the employment portfolio.
Apparently the Government has not given any priority to the concerns of women in this
State. The Government proudly announced a series of concerns about women, which it
repeats every year. One of the most significant developments over the past three years is a
development that was started as an all-party idea, namely, the women's information
referral exchange. What has happened to that exchange? It has been reduced in funds and
with that its ability to address the needs of women throughout Victoria.
Where do the priorities of the Government lie? The migrant women's centre, for instance,
was another victim. That centre was set up using Community Employment Program funds
three years ago and an excellent group of women strived and succeeded in setting up
support groups for women throughout the State. Those groups have gone for all time. The
Ethnic Affairs Commission does not want to know about these centres. The women's
information referral exchange made an attempt to get some expertise going for migrant
women but was told they could not.
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Members of the Opposition agree that we must be careful about expenditure and we
must not throwaway money on projects that do not count. On the other hand, in setting
priorities, I am not going to stand in this House on behalf of the women of Victoria and
see one of the most important information exchanges being whittled away because the
Government has its priorities wrong or it is too miserable to provide the necessary money.
The centre has a computer ready to have information fed into it but no money is
available to employ a person to type in the information. That is not good management.
The Government has Clay tons priorities and it does not stand up to the Federal
Government about its taxation package which will affect the service and entertainment
industries in Victoria.
The Government conducts a Clay tons review. If one examines the Budget Papers, it is
evident that thousands of dollars are spent on this review and on a consultancy service.
Added together they come to several millions of dollars.
I am sick to death of reviews by this Government because they contain hidden agendas
everywhere and people in the community are being kept waiting about decisions affecting
vital services. Those hidden agendas are becoming apparent. Hundreds of thousands of
dollars have been spent on the human services review. A new department has been set up.
There has been a short-term review of Melbourne's transport needs, known as the METRAS
report. That review is going strong after three years and no doubt we will be paying for it
in another three years. Meanwhile, Melbourne's traffic clogs up. One of the most important
economic areas a State Government must address is its transport system. Yet all we are
getting is reviews, reviews, reviews.
I am especially concerned about the hidden agenda for local government. Not much has
been said about it. Transfer payments to local government in human services delivery
programs have not been increased in real terms and, in many areas, have been decreased.
That has implications for local governments that have not yet been digested. If one bears
in mind that Federal funds have been cut back in many areas and in real terms the transfer
payments to local government have been cut back under this Budget, one must ask what
is the future of the human services review. Who will pick up the burden for local
government?
I refer to some of these transfer payments, such as the subsidies for preventative health
services, for which an extremely minimal extra amount was allowed that does not even
cover inflation. I am concerned about the so-called extra amount for pre-schools. It does
not seem to include the extra $4·5 million that the State Government said it would pick
up when the Federal Government decided not to pay it. I am concerned about subsidies
for creches and day care centres-apparently a State Government priority, according to a
recent announcement-which are down from $3 million to $1·6 million. Someone must
pick up the tab. A -small amount has been allocated for infant welfare subsidies, but not
sufficient to cover inflation.
Local government should be concerned, not just with the questions of amalgamation
and human services but also with the viability oflocal government, even in the short term,
as a result of the Budget. This Budget does not seem to set proper priorities and its hidden
agendas are coming out.
I have been concerned in recent days about the debate on standards of propriety of
members, the question of air fares and so forth. I have been becoming angrier and angrier
as a Parliamentarian at what appears to be a slur by the Premier on every person in this
place or in public office. Either the Parliament makes laws that we all know about and we
all keep, or it does not.
Parliamentarians come to this place, as they do in any Parliament, and discuss what
their standards should be; whether they should declare interests or gifts or whatever. If
that is the debate, it should be debated. However, I will not stand here in this Parliament,
representing to the best of my ability approximately 30 000 persons whom I know are
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reasonably nice, reputable and honest people of this State, and have a Premier say to me
that he is setting a whole new set of standards. He is saying that I am corrupt until I can
prove myself not guilty. He is saying that he does not trust anybody and that he will set
down new standards but he will not tell anybody what they are. However, ifan honourable
member breaks a standard, he will start snapping and snarling.
Either this Parliament has integrity about these matters and passes rules, laws and
regulations that affect each one of us in the same way, or it does not. The Premier has cast
a slur on every person in this place and I do not believe any of us should stand for it. I
have integrity and a belief in what I am doing and I know I have done nothing wrong. I
comply with the laws of this place and it is not fair or right for the Premier to cast a slur
on any of us and say that we must prove ourselves innocent.
An Honourable Member-Who started it?
Ms SIBREE-Your Premier started it. He is laying down a new set of standards that
have not been debated by any of us. He can apply them to himself if he wishes but he
should not have the audacity to apply them to anyone else until they are debated. I am
extremely angry about this matter and so are my constituents.
This Parliament has had too many slurs cast upon it in the short time I have been here.
Unless we stand up for ourselves, we cannot do our jobs properly and this place will be
brought into dispute. In terms of the discussion on the Budget and the management of
this State, it is important that someone speaks up. If the Government wishes to change
the rules, if it feels that legislation does not protect the integrity of Parliamentarians and
does not keep them honest, it should come forward with new rules that can be debated by
all honourable members. They should not be concocted day by day at the vagaries of the
Premier, the Treasurer or anyone on the other side of the House.
I am concerned that during the past few years there has been a change in adult
unemployment. I do not believe that matter is being addressed by any Government. It has
not been addressed in the Budget, nor has it been addressed by the Federal Government.
The State Government has implemented a number of schemes, as has the Federal
Government, especially aimed at youth employment. We all applaud any measure that is
sensible and broadly based and addresses the problem of young people with inadequate
training and inadequate job opportunities.
I do not believe the State Government's scheme addresses the problem because it is
contained solely within a Government operation. The widest possible choice cannot be
given to young people if the scheme offers only Government organizations and del'artments
as avenues of employment. The Federal scheme is a little wider in that it goes mto areas
outside government. However, if Governments address only the problem of youth
unemployment, they create within that unemployment group market shifts that affect
people in a way that was not predicted. What that generally means is that the shift has
been towards older age unemployed people.
No provision has been made in the Budget for those people, who represent a growing
percentage of the unemployed. I have figures for the period June 1981 to June 1985 that
show the percentage change of unemployed people. In 1981 the 15 to 24 years age group
represented 51 per cent of the unemployed. In 1985 it represents approximately 40 per
cent of the unemployed. It is good that those numbers have gone down. However, the
Government should be aware that during the same period the percentage increase of
people in the 25 to 34 years age group is 6 per cent, and the 35 to 44 years age group has
increased by 23 per cent. That group now represents 16 per cent of the unemployed.
I am not suggesting that the problems of young people are insignificant but the Bud~et
should also allow for the fact that technological change is affecting the job opportunitIes
for older people. There is a need for these older people to be retrained. That issue has not
been addressed in the Budget.

Honourable members interjecting.
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Ms SIBREE-The Kirby report did an analysis, as the House will be aware, which
showed that about 90 per cent of the money in labour force programs is aimed at people
under 25 years of age.
Virtually nothing is being done to address the problems associated with income support
and training options for people in the 25 years and older age group. It does not just mean,
as the Minister for Consumer Affairs keeps squawking, "going to T AFE"; it means much
better on-job retraining so that people do not have to get out of the work force. Governments
have their heads in the sand unless they address that problem.
The other point to take into consideration when discussing unemployment-and this
point has been mentioned by a number of speakers-is that young people should not be
allowed to bear the brunt of the new part-time job market, which is virtually all that is
being offered to them. If it is good enough for young people, it is good enough for other
people in the work force. We must find some means of equitably distributing the part-time
job market between the young and the old.
During the next ten years the part-time job market for young people in the 15 to 24
year-old group may be the only job market that is available to them and the transaction
from school to full-time work for virtually 100 per cent of young people will involve parttime work for a certain period.
If that is the case we should now be speaking about the problem and deciding how to
deal with it. That is why the subject of youth affairs is important in helping to understand
the developmental changes that we, as a society, will have to go through. These vital
matters are not addressed in the Budget. It has forgotton the human services content,
which is what a State Government should be all about.
It is a joke that the Government has allocated only $1 million for its anti-poverty
campaign. This shows where its priorities are; the Government is wrong and misleading
and it will not help to abolish poverty. The Minister for Consumer Affairs speaks about a
poverty relief program in instalments. It seems all it will be is a lay-by poverty relief
program.

Mr HILL (Warrandyte)-All the arguments of the honourable member for Kew and
other members ofthe Opposition against the Budget and against the economic performance
of the Government failed for one simple reason; they failed because all the reputable
economic commentators say that this State is leading the economy in Australia and is
performing very well indeed. All the commentators on the Budget praise it and say that
the Government is making Victoria rich again.
Mr Perrin-Mr Speaker, I draw your attention to the state of the House.
A quorum was formed.

Mr HILL-The facts are that the State is doing very well economically and nothing the
Opposition says can change those facts. The honourable member for Sandringham imputed
that the economic recovery in this State was an act of God. That is how simplistIc the
arguments of the Opposition have become. I suppose their arguments are so simplistic
that members of the Opposition will therefore believe that God votes Labor!
The Budget reflects the success of the Government. It is a Budget that crowns the
achievements of the Cain Labor Government over the past three and a half years because
of the hard decisions that were made in the three years before this Budget and the firm
direction and administration shown by the Treasurer and Premier over the past three and
a half years.
The Government has been able to introduce a Budset in the first year of a four-year
term that those interested outside this place have praIsed as being good enough for an
election year. The commentators have become so accustomed over the past 30 years to
expecting a hard taxing Budget in the first year of a Government's term that they could
not help but express pleasant surprise at such an attractive Budget as this one.
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It is a Budget that says, "We, the Government, have done our part to revive the
economy". In his speech, the Treasurer said that Victoria was on its strongest growth path
for more than three decades. It is now high time that business recognized the opportunities
available and played its part.
I said that the Budget is a crowning achievement of the initiatives taken in the previous
three Budgets. I shall now outline, with pride, some of those achievements in the electorate
of Warrandyte, which includes not only Warrandyte village but also Park Orchards,
Croydon, Wonga Park and Mooroolbark. I refer especially to the education field where
more than $10·5 million has been spent over the past three years in my electorate alone.

Some outstanding examples are the construction of a new high school in Warrandyte at
a cost of $3 million. The high school was uncertain about its future before the election of
the Cain Labor Government because it could obtain no assurances from the former
Liberal Government that it would be allowed to continue. The Labor Government gave
an undertaking to build a high school to proper standards and it kept that undertaking.
A further example was the construction of a new school in Mooroolbark at a cost of $2
million. The complex has almost been completed and will serve the area extremely well
indeed. It was built in response to an obvious need which was made clear by local people
after representations to me and the Minister for Education at the time. I look forward to
the further announcement of a new school in the Croydon Hills and Warranwood area
where, due to new developments and increased population, it is necessary that a new
school be built.
Representations have been made and I look forward to being able to announce, together
with the Minister, the construction of another new school in the near future.
Mr Lea-Mr Acting Speaker, I draw your attention to the state of the House.
A quorum was formed.

Mr HILL-Other established schools in the area have been injected with funds to assist
in providing improved educational services. For example, Park Orchards Primary School
upgraded its administration area at a cost of$48 000. Approximately $90 000 was provided
for the construction of a community centre which serves not only the school but also the
community. That community centre was built with Government money but had the
benefit of tremendous enthusiasm and energy from the local community.
On many of the projects I have mentioned, the local community and.l, as the local
member, have been successful in making representations and obtaining grants for services
which we believe should be provided. Those funds have been provided by the Government
in response to the energy and initiative shown by the local community.
Other examples are sewerage and car park facilities and fencing approved for the North
Croydon Primary School. Those facilities had been requested for many years from the
previous Liberal Government. Similarly, a $23 000 upgrading occurred at the Mooroolbark
East Primary School, and $45 000 was allocated for a mUlti-purpose room at North
Ringwood Primary School. Recently a grant of$1 00 000 was provided towards a performing
arts centre at the Croydon High School. That response was made by the Government to
the initiative and contribution of the school community. The school had a keen interest
in performing arts and deserved the opportunity of having good facilities for arts, drama
and music.
As a result oflocal initiatives and representations, $10000 was provided more recently
for asphalting the grounds of the Andersons Creek Primary School. Mooroolbark Technical
School received a grant of $1 0 000 for its sheltered play area. An amount of $30 000 was
granted to the Croydon Primary School for a multipurpose room, as a result of the local
community working with the Government.
An important area in the Bud¥et is employment and job creation. I am proud to be able
to sum up some of the job creatIon initiatives taken by the Government in the electorate
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that I represent. Apart from the general economic thrust of the Government, which has
created thousands of jobs throughout the State, some special local initiatives involving
job creation relate directly to various communities working together with the Government.
Honourable members will recall the State Employment Initiatives Program established
in 1982 where jobs could be created by local communities. One example is the Warrandyte
Community Workshop Co-operative, of which I am proud to say I was the foundIng
chairman. The co-operative received $87 000 from the employment initiatives program
and established a number of small industries that created jobs and served the local
community.
Later the Federal Community Employment Program was established modelled on the
experience ofthe Victorian program. The co-operative received $166 000 from the Federal
program to further its job creation objectives. As a result of initiatives by the local
community, industries were established in Warrandyte providing wood fuel, the
man ufacture of mud bricks, a youth coffee shop to serve local young people and a child
care centre, which has now been subsidized by the Commonwealth Government as a
result of the initiatives the co-operative took with money provided by the State Government
and with its own energy.
The Warrandyte Community Workshop Co-operative is now attempting to establish a
bakery in Warrandyte. That will create more jobs and will further serve the community'.
The bakery will represent the historical nature and character ofWarrandyte in that it wIll
bake bread in the traditional bush ovens and will also be a tourist attraction.
I congratulate the directors of the co-operative and the managers who voluntarily give
their time, particularly Mrs Jean Chapman, Dr Ken McKenzie and Mrs Louise Joy. Other
examples of employment creation in the electorate involve $118 000 provided to create
jobs in the Warrandyte State Park which also improved the tourist facilities of the area.
Some 92jobs were funded in the Shire of Lilydale, and the cities of Croydon and Doncaster
and Templestowe. Funding of over $100 000 was provided to community groups for the
creation ofjobs.
Another important area of the Budget is transport. New bus services have been provided
in the Warrandyte electorate, particularly in the Warranwood-Croydon Hills area. After
many years of Liberal rhetoric rather than action, the railway hne from Croydon to
Lilydale has finally been duplicated. Railway gates have been replaced by boom gates at
Mooroolbark and Lilydale. It is a shame that the neglect of old equipment during the 27
years of Liberal rule has led to the recent difficulties of tram and train delays and
cancellations. For example, the overhead gear was not maintained and, shortly after
coming to office, the Cain Government commenced a program of maintaining and renewing
that gear.
Mr Leigh-Mr Acting Speaker, I direct your attention to the State of the House.
A quorum was formed.

Mr HILL-The Government commenced a program shortly after it came to office to
maintain and renew V/Line gear and equipment. The extensive problems of railways were
such that it will take some years to renew the equipment and to prevent delays or the
cancellation of trains.
I now turn to the area of health. I am particularly pleased the Minister for Health has
announced that funding is available to double the bed capacity of the Maroondah Hospital.
The hospital, at its recent annual general meeting, expressed appreciation of that
announcement. The hospital will not only increase the number of beds, but also the
capacity of the hospital will be doubled. Many of the problems that that hospital has had
will be resolved as a result.
The environment is an important part of the Budget, particularly in my electorate.
Honourable members will be aware of the pleasant environment of Warrandyte and the
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provision of State parks for the Melbourne public. A number of individual bush blocks
have recently been acquired by the Government because of the value that local people
have put on those allotments. For example, the allotment known as Exeter Ridge in North
Croydon was purchased by the Government and the local City of Croydon. It is an area of
unique environmental value which, thanks to the co-operation of the original owners and
the local people, was brought to the attention of the Government and the City of Croydon
and acquired for conservation purposes.
Similarly, the area known as Scotchman's Hill in Warrandyte has been reserved for
conservation purposes and saved from sub-division.
An important development in the area of conservation was the acquisition of what is
known as the Yarra Brae and Stane Brae areas. After representation by conservation
groups, including the Bend of Isles Conservation Association and the Wonga Park
community, the Government acquired land that runs along the Yarra River for
approximately $1 million to ensure that a vast tract of land would not be subdivided into
lots that threatened the river environment. For all time that river valley has been secured
for the people of Melbourne and, as a local member of Parliament and a resident of the
area, I am delighted to welcome all Melburnians to this beautiful natural river valley.
The remainder of the land on Yarra Brae and Stane Brae was allowed to be sub-divided
into larger allotments with certain restrictions on tree clearing. Thanks to the representation
offriends ofthe Warrandyte State Park, the Minister for Conservation, Forests and Lands
and myself have been made aware of the flora and fauna value of some of the remaining
lots. A large allotment in the Stane Brae area should be acquired for further conservation
and, with members of friends of the Warrandyte State Park, I am working to achieve that
end.
It is another example of how important it is for the local community to be involved and
how much they are involved in the electorate I represent. The Stane Brae section that has
been purchased at a cost of $160 000 totalled 36 hectares. It will provide facilities for
visitors and connect with the Jumping Creek section of the park by road. The Yarra Brae
purchase totalled 117 hectares and cost $800 000. A trail for walkers and horse riding will
be constructed to Jumping Creek, Witton Reserve and Mt Lofty. The Bend of Isles area
will be developed for canoeing and other activities, including overnight camping. I look
forward to this area being developed so that the people of Melbourne can enjoy the
wonderful natural environment ofWarrandyte.

These local initiatives are examples of economic and social development arising from
the last three Budgets. From that base, this State is rapidly growing in economic activity
and social development. I now wish to cover some examples of that economic development.
Employment initiatives are of particular importance to the Government. The honourable
member for Kew said in her contribution to the debate that the Budget does nothing for
the older unemployed. I reject that notion. The history and problems of unemployment
are well known. I have already described some of the benefits of the programs that the
Government has instituted during the past three years, such as the employment initiatives
program, followed by the Commonwealth program, that provided a considerable number
of jobs not only for young people but for older people as well.
I well recall that if one was an older unemployed person, one was given preference in
obtaining ajob. The Government has also developed the affirmative development program
and employment development program and they will continue this financial year with
$4·4 million being provided. A further pilot program is being introduced which will treat
the long-term unemployed as individuals, whether young or old, and will seek to develop
comprehensive employment and a training program; $500 000 has been allocated for that
program.
.
The central need of young people is the resolution of problems surrounding the economy,
training and unemployed. The Youth Guarantee Scheme, discussed elsewhere in detail,
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brings together many initiatives to provide that resolution of problems for all young
people by 1988. Some of those initiatives are the development of traineeships in the public
sector and the creation of 1250 work study positions; $11·3 million has been allocated for
this purpose and other programs in the Youth guarantee program.
The current funding for technical and further education has been increased in this
Budget by $26 million or 11·9 per cent. This will increase the intake for traineeships, work
study positions and other vocational courses. Capital spending also has been increased for
technical and further education programs by $13·6 million or by 13·2 per cent. A
commitment to further increases in secondary school retention rates has required that
additional funds be provided, and indeed they are.
There will be increased opportunities in post-secondary education. Commonwealth
funding for this is not adequate and it is an obligation of the Commonwealth. Nevertheless,
the Government is funding an additional 1500 places in post-secondary education
institutions, which means that tertiary education will be available to at least 50 per cent of
Year 12 students. The State Government looks forward to the Federal Government
meeting its full obligation in this area.
Another significant matter is that employers will not be liable to pay pay-roll tax or the
WorkCare levy in respect of trainees work study positions and apprenticeships. Early
retirement and permanent part-time positions in the public sector are being facilitated
with specific arrangements to increase employment of young people.
In the health area, the Budget allocation has been increased by $151 million, that is a
9· 3 per cent increase, with capital works expenditure being increased by 12·8 per cent. One
of the key priorities is the recruitment and training of nurses; the Government is committed
to increasing the number of nurses by establishing within the constraints of industrial
reality better rates of pay, better career structures and improved workloads. Honourable
members have all become aware of the importance of that. The TAFE budget also provides
for the development of nurse training in colleges of advanced education.
Other initiatives in the areas of housing, accident prevention and justice are also
extremely important. The record is there and these initiatives are encouraging Victoria to
become rich again. The Government has played its part and now it is up to the business
community as well as the rest of the community to take up the challenge and not to listen
to an Opposition that can only pull down policies and not offer any alternatives.
Mr LEIGH (Malvern)-Honourable members have been listening to an example of an
honourable member who has been reading material from his own "Ministry of Truth"
because if one considers the truth against what the honourable member for Warrandyte
has just said, one finds there is a vast difference.
When the Treasurer introduced the Appropriation Bill he made five key points that are
important to note. He said:
We have made it clear that we do not subscribe to a policy of high taxation.

I shall give honourable members some examples of that shortly. The Treasurer continued:
The Government has made it a major priority in its first term to improve the management system of the
Victorian public sector.

I announced recently the Government ended last financial year with a Budget surplus of $27·7 million ...
Recurrent expenditure was tightly controlled during the year ... Importantly, as a mark of success of the
Government's policies, the growth in the public sector capital expenditure is being curtailed including the net
public sector debt ...

In conclusion, he said:
Victoria is on its strongest growth path for more than three decades.
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1 have read the history books and one of the most fascinating times in history was during
the 1930s and 1940s, when there was a gentleman in Germany, Herr Goebbels, who was
responsible for the German Government's publicity machine. There is an analogy between
this Government and Herr Goebbels' publicity machine because Herr Goebbels said that,
if one tells a lie for long enough, in the end it will be believed.· This is what is occurring in
Victoria~ What are the facts? The facts are-and, I refer to the publication of the Institute
of Public Affairs, 1985, FACTS-that we have the pleasure of living in a State that is the
taxation capital of Australia. How is that so? Per head of population in Victoria we pay
$1147; in New South Wales they pay $1068; in Western Australia they pay $1040; in
Tasmania they pay $958; in South Australia they pay $956; and in Queensland they pay
$907.
Mr Richardson-What do we pay in Victoria?

MrLEIGH-To take up the interjection from the honourable member for Forest Hill,
in Victoria we pay $1147 a head of population. That is dreadful, and it is from a
Government that says it does not believe in high taxation.
Since the Government came to power in 1982, to what extent has the community been
forced to bear the burden of the Government's promises? Since 1982 the increase in State
taxation, according to the honourable member for Brighton, has been 72·9 per cent. How
does one justify that in relation to inflation over that period? One cannot. The people of
this State are bearing a burden that has been imposed by this typical socialist Government.
This Government has made Gough Whitlam look like an economic genius because,
although it has modelled itself on Gough Whitlam's administration, it has a better publicity
machine. While it is taking the State to rack and ruin it is telling everyone what a great
idea it is.
How will we pay for this? If one goes out on the streets and steps onto a shiny new tram
one might say, "Isn't it wonderful to get on one of these trams owned by Victoria", but if
one looks down one finds that somewhere on the tram there is a metal plate saying
something like, ~~Owned by the Finance Corp of Japan".
An Honourable Member-Are you knocking Japan?
Mr LEIGH-I am not; they are clever and astute people to convince the Government
to sell them the rolling-stock so that they can lease it back to the Government so that the
Government can rip off the Victorian population. It is not only the trams and trains that
the Government has flo~ed off, it has even considered flogging off the dams. Perhaps in
next year's Budget it WIll consider flogging off the schools. There is no doubt that the
Government will sell what it can.
Rolling-stock valued at $432 million has been sold offbut that was not done to increase
public accessibility to public transport, because one knows from listening to Roper's
schedule on 3A W each morning that many trams and trains are not running. A 10-minute
list is read out. This from a Government that was to make life better for people in this
State. The pity and shame is that it has used the money to fund its ongoing problems
rather than build new trams and trains; it has taxed the people.
How does it tax people? I predict that a major new tax of the 1980s will be land tax.
That is likely when one considers the way in which the tax has been altered by the
Government; it has become a sneaky way of increasing taxation with the Government
taking money from people who own their homes. In 1982, 650 homes in Malvern-6 per
cent of houses in the area-incurred land tax of approximately $25 each.
In 1984, 4500 people paid land tax on houses in Malvern; that represents 21 per cent of
the houses in Malvern. According to my calculations, in 1986, the owners of 12 000
properties, or 60 per cent of the houses in Malvern, will be paying land tax. If land tax
were a tax paid for some form of Government service I would not argue about it so much,
but land tax is defined in the Budget as being a tax on the undeveloped cost of the land. I
do not wish to be blasphemous but, although John Cain, the PremIer, can claim to have
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the same initials as that other revered gentleman, Jesus Christ, when he can claim that he
made the land I will agree that land tax ought to be paid. Why should a tax be paid to the
Government if nothing is received in return? The tax is not for roads, sewerage, electricity
or anything else, it is for doing absolutely nothing. I do not think the community should
have to bear such a tax.
The Government claimed that it would provide relief to many people from land tax and
that is true. The scheme that was introduced has the effect that those electorates that are
presently represented by members of the Liberal Party are the electorates where land tax
is being imposed. In other words, the Government is taxing the people who vote for the
Opposition. How many members of communities represented by Government members
will have to pay land tax? The answer is, "Not many".

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER-Order! The honourable member for Malvern should address the
Chair and ignore interjertions.
Mr LEIGH-One very disorderly interjection from the honourable member for Keilor
suggested it is a wealth tax. He is absolutely right; it is a wealth tax on people who are
doing nothing more than living in their own homes. I wish to mention one example of a
gentleman who lives in Huntingtower Road, Armadale, who bou$ht his house in the mid1950s. He is now a pensioner and, for the past two years of the CaIn Government, his land
tax has been increased by 3005 per cent, from $29 to over $500. One has to think about
whether we are in Victoria or Argentina. An increase in land tax of over 3000 per cent is
absolutely incredible. Does the gentleman live in a mansion? No, it is a three-bedroom
house. Does the gentleman have a swimming pool, a tennis court, and all the rest?
Certainly not. Is he a former wealthy company director on a pension? No, he is a pensioner,
but he is no former wealthy company director. He is an ordinary person who bought his
house years ago and, because honourable members opposite decided they would like to
rip off people in areas represented by the Opposition, they imposed these high taxes. There
is no doubt that land tax will be the tax of the 1980s and that is how the Government will
fund the future of this State.
I now refer to the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works. The Minister for Water
Resources stated that the increase in Board of Works rates would be less than the consumer
price index. During the election campaign the Premier promised that no charges would
increase above the consumer price index. He really meant that there were different types
of Government charges. The Premier has a split personality. The Government argues that
the increase in Board of Works rates is 7 per cent across the board.
In the electorate I represent the increase in Board of Works rates is not 7 per cent, nor is
it 10 per cent; it is more like 25 per cent. The Government says that it is governing in the
interests of all Victoria and will look after Victoria. I return to the five points to which I
referred earlier. Already half of those promises have been broken. Where are the promises
made by politicians? According to the Government, they are in the dustbin.
Over the past couple of days Government members have shown a lack of interest in the
debate on the Appropriation Bill. I was astounded a couple of hours ago when not one
Minister could be found in approximately 4 minutes, nor were there enough Government
members in the House to listen to the debate. It is disgraceful that the former Government
Whip had to be brought into the House. He probably had to be wheeled out of his office.
It is a disgrace and an insult to the Parliament. It is an insult to the Treasurer that members
of the Government are not interested enough in their own Budget to be present in the
House, with a Minister, at the appropriate time.
The increase in land tax is a blight on the community and is nothing short of increased
taxes and charges. It is not necessary to introduce more new taxes and charges because the
Government has been doing that for the past three and a half years. The honourable
member for Geelong, who has a big interest in Gallup polls should conduct a Gallup poll
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about taxation. He might be shocked about what the community thinks of taxes. Some
people in my electorate cannot afford to pay their electricity bills because of the ridiculous
Government taxing policies. The Government says it will introduce policy measures to
help people. That is a joke.
I now refer to the Youth Guarantee Scheme where the Government says it will guarantee
youth ajob or education, or part of the two. How can a Government give that guarantee?
Victoria needs a Government that is prepared to assist people to get real jobs instead of
increasing bureaucracy. I would like to see the resources of Government used more
effectively. A subsidy should be paid to employers outside the public sector to subsidize
the training of apprentices. I would rather see the money used that way. I have a perfect
example of how the Youth Guarantee Scheme was a joke. A cafe was established under
the Community Employment Program,supposedly to train people to work. That cafe lost
$65 000 in four months. How can one lose $65 000 in a cafe in four months?

Mr Kennett-Easily-give away the food.
Mr LEIGH-As my Leader suggests-quite easily, give away the food. Perhaps that is
what they did. It is a shame that the Government has allowed this type of waste to occur.
When one attempts to discover whether the money is being spent effectively, one
receives a letter from the Department of Employment and Industrial Affairs stating that
600 people were issued with questionnaires regarding whether they kept their Community
Employment Program jobs in the long term. Of the 600 people who were sent letters, 552
replied, which is an abnormally high response. I expect that the Government promised
the people ice-creams if they replied to the questionnaires! If one bothers to find out how
many people obtained a job in the long term, one finds that, for the $800 million that was
spent this year, less than one-third of the people actually obtained some type of job. The
questionnaire did not ask whether the job was obtained in the public or the private sector.
That question was not asked because the jobs were provided in the public sector. The
Government takes the "Whitlamistic" approach to solving unemployment.
The honourable members for Essendon and Warrandyte informed the House that
Victoria has a magnificent future. However, I shall quote figures that compare Victoria
with Australia. For the twelve months to 31 July 1984, the increase in retail sales in
Australia was 12·1 percent and 7·5 percent in Victoria. For the three months to 31 August
1985, car registrations in Australia increased by 3·4 per cent and decreased by 1·9 per cent
in Victoria. Honourable members must wait to see what happens to the factories of
General Motors-Holden's Ltd and the Ford Motor Company of Australia through Mr
Keating's tax proposals. I suspect that those companies will face great difficulties.
For the year ended 31 August 1985, private sector non-residential building approvals in
Australia increased by 62·1 per cent and 34·2 per cent in Victoria. That is a vast difference.
For the three months to 31 July 1985, increases in lending by major banks increased by
24-7 per cent in Australia and 18·7 per cent in Victoria.
I now come to the most interesting statistic because it is the only category in which
Victoria has outgrown Australia. For the quarter ended June 1985, the increase in public
sector employment in Australia was 1·7 per cent, but in Victoria it increased by 3·7 per
cent. That is a difference of2 per cent. The growth sector in Victoria is the public sector.
For the year ended 30 May 1985, the increase in market sector employment in Australia
was 2·6 per cent and 1·7 per cent in Victoria. The statistics I have mentioned prove that
the Government is interested in increasing government; it is not about making it easy for
the average citizen-it is about making it more difficult.
It will be interesting to see what will happen when the Fair Trading Bill is passed as it
will enable people to complain when they have been mistreated. The first organization I
would complain about would be the Public Service because it does not have the right title.
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There are many people in the Public Service who try their best for the State, but the system
needs to be changed.
It can be argued that when the Liberal Party left office in this State, some problems
existed. However, the Liberal Party did not leave the mess that the Treasurer and members
of the Government have carried on about for the past three and a half years. It is a pity
that the honourable member for Niddrie is no longer a Minister because he has more
ability than some of the present Ministers. He ran the department for which he had
responsibility with a tight rein.

A number of things are wrong in Victoria; for example, pay-roll tax. The Government
states that it is looking after the people with regard to pay-roll tax. That is the worst antisocial tax that exists because it charges employers on the number of workers they employ.
It should be the ultimate aim of any Government to alter that tax. In times of
unemployment, honourable members should not be negative about issues such as pay-roll
tax. I know of companies who, in order to save a few dollars to get under the Government's
ceiling for pay-roll tax, have sacked an employee.
Even when one considers the supposedly magnificent prices and incomes accord, which
has collapsed and is nothing more than a charade, the fact is that the community is still
losing and that more and more people are unemployed. If members of the Government
doubt what I am saying, I can provide them with the figures. The figures I have do not
come from the "Ministry of Truth" but are provided by unbiased organizations which
issue statistics affecting Government.
It is a shame that so many members of the Government carry on about the supposedly
magnificent effort of the Treasurer over the past three and a half years. The Victorian
community does not believe it is true. One only needs to examine the opinion polls to
discover that the people are beginning to move away from supporting the Government.
The people can believe fiction for only so long and they are beginning to realize that the
Government is costing them a lot of money.
It is a terrible accusation for a member of Parliament to make, but I indicate that the
Government is taxing electorates represented by members of the Opposition at deliberately
high rates because the Government knows it will never win those seats. Every time the
Labor Party stands a candidate against me, my margin increases. I am worried that one
day my opponent will lose his deposit. I am a fair man and I do not want to see an
opponent lose $200. When I stood against the current Minister for Transport, I did not
lose my deposit and honourable members can be assured that I have fond memories of
standing against the Minister for Consumer Affairs. When his former seat was abolished,
it is a pity that the Minister did not go with it.

The Government is taxing the community in an unfair way; it is taxing the community
out of existence. However, the Government cares only about continuing on its merry way
of funding the bureaucracy.
I shall now address a number of local issues. The Government has allocated $22·6
million for the C3 arterial road. I put it on record that I do not disagree with the building
of the roadway, in fact, I support it. However, I disagree with the system-irrespective of
the political party in power-that allows the bureaucracy to change the route of the
roadway, thereby affecting members of the community who purchased a property in the
area in the mid-1970s before the change in route was decided upon. Many of the people
involved did the right thing and asked their solicitors to check whether a roadway would
be established in the area. They were told that no roadway was to be built through the area
but, at a later date, planning authorities decided to establish a road through that area, and
some people have lost $30 000 on the value of their houses.
I ask all members of the Government how they would like to have bought a house in a
particular area only to find some time later that a bunch of bureaucrats had dumped an
arterial road in their area. How would they like to lose $20 000 or $30 000 on the value of
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their properties? That is what is happening today. I am not calling for further proposed
legislation to be introduced, but the matter should be seriously considered. Those people
who lived in the area before the date was fixed for the provision of the C3 arterial road
had their rights trodden on. No one can afford that loss, let alone members of the
Government.
I also draw to the attention of the Government school councils in the Malvern electorate
that now have the responsibility of deciding the curricula for their schools. The Government
introduced a new decentralized system and ~ave it the go-ahead, but it did not provide the
school councils with the administrative facllities to enable them to carry out the scheme.
Most of the people on the school councils are well intentioned and are prepared to
implement new policies, but they do not have the administrative ability to do so.
One school in the electorate I represent has 170 pupils and no administrative capacity
except for the good grace of the vice-principal's wife. That woman works on the staff of
the school part time on week days. I commend her for her work because she saves the
school from acute embarrassment.
The Government should consider the Budget seriously because it has made some
serious mistakes. I have pointed out some areas that need to be clarified and have offered
some suggestions. I only hope that some members of the Government who have yet to
speak on the Budget will not parrot the same rubbish as some other members of the
Government have said and will deal with realities. They should deal with what is happening
to their constituents.
I warn members of the Government that if they do not consider their constituents, they
will be through as members of Parliament. At the next State election they will not only be
finished but the Liberal Party will pick up some new seats, like Richmond and Niddrie. I
look forward to an expanded Liberal Party Government after the next election. I thank
the House.
Mrs WILSON (Dandenong North)-I am pleased to have the opportunity of
commenting in support of the Budget. In doing so I convey the thanks of the electors of
Dandenong North to the Treasurer and to his staff for once again preparing a very sound
economic basis for Victoria which will enable it to move further ahead in the next twelve
months.
Although last year it was predicted by members of the Opposition that the 1984-85
Budget would be the last one introduced by this Government, I am confident the Treasurer
will preside over and be the architect of many similar documents in years to come.
I must admit to being somewhat disappointed by the comments of the speaker on behalf
of the Opposition. I have looked for one area in which they might have thought that the
Government was doing a good job. Unfortunately I have looked in vain. I must admit
that I have looked very hard.
I should have welcomed any constructive criticism from the Opposition, but it appears
that it has been opposing the Budget for the sake of opposing it rather than any other
reason. The comments from members of the Opposition have been made with a singular
lack of enthusiasm. Whether the Opposition likes it or not, the Budget is a very responsible
and well thought-out document on which even the most conservative critics of the
Government have been strangely silent.
With your indulgence, Mr Speaker, I take the opportunity of quoting a few comments
made in the daily press after the Budget was delivered in this House. They are from
diverse sources and may be of interest to honourable members. The first quotation is from
Peter Boyle, the President of the Australian Small Business Association, who said the
Budget was a "steady as you go Budget". That must signify that Mr Boyle and his
association were confident the Budget was good for small business.
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An editorial in the Age of 26 September 1985, states:
The Cain Government. . . has generally managed the economy well in the past three years and this Budget
testifies to its moderation and competence.

Mr Bob Herbert, the State Director of the Metal Trades Industry Association, described
the Budget as Uanother step in the right direction by the Government". Lastly, but by no
means least, the Melbourne Herald editorial described the Budget as "a neat piece of
housekeepingH.
I shall deal with a couple of the less well publicized areas of the Budget rather than the
highly visible sections of health, education and transport, which all honourable members
know swallow up the vast financial resources of the State and about which articles and
speeches are rriade ad nauseam. Before doing so I should like to comment on one area
which has already received considerable publicity and which I hope will receive a great
deal more.
I am particularly pleased by the very strong and effective action the Government is
taking in dealing with youth unemployment through the Youth Guarantee Scheme. In its
early stages this scheme is proving to be extremely successful. To date the 1500 positions
that have been widely advertised in various areas have received enthusiastic response
from both male and female applicants. Coupled with the extra 1500 tertiary placements
for 1986 and the unprecedented number of apprenticeships provided for in the past few
years, this scheme will significantly decrease the number of young unemployed in our
community.
No doubt the Victorian Government will be working in close co-operation with its
Federal partners who also have a strong commitment to decreasing the number of young
unemployed. All of these measures make me feel extremely confident that, as the Treasurer
predicted in his Budget speech, unemployment in Victoria will be reduced to 6 per cent or
less. The Government could not allow a situation to continue where large numbers of
young people are unemployed for long periods; neither could it continue funding programs
that did not lead to meaningful and fulfilling employment. The Youth Guarantee Scheme
and the schemes outlined in the Blackburn report will give many young Victorians the
opportunity ofa much brighter future.
I shall now turn to a couple of less well publicized areas of the Budget, one of which is
the allocation for police and emergency services. Although a number of successful initiatives
from the Government have deserved much greater recognition, this has not happened
with police and emergency services. There has been an 11 per cent increase in the Budget
allocation to this area. I am pleased that some of those funds will be allocated to the
excellent Neighbourhood Watch scheme that has operated in many municipalitiesincluding my electorate-for the past twelve months.
The Neighbourhood Watch scheme has reduced the number of burglaries and break-ins
by 15 per cent. With the extra allocation of funds to police and emergency services it is
hoped the program will be expanded to a number of other municipalities throughout the
State. I hope some of the extra funds can also be used to further combat Victoria's horrific
road toll.
In the past couple of months since I have become a member of Parliament I have had
the unhappy task of calling on a number of families in the Dandenong North electorate
that are well known to me and who have lost their teenage children through senseless and
unnecessary road accidents.
The misery and heartbreak that road traumas leave in their wake will be remembered
by these people for the rest of their lives.

Mr Perrin-Mr Speaker, I direct your attention to the state of the House.
A quorum was formed.
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Mrs WILSON-Most accidents are caused through bad manners and lack of
consideration for other people using the roads, alcohol abuse and faulty vehicles. The
community must continually seek a solution to the road carnage that occurs every day in
Victoria.
Included in the police and emergency services budget was an amount for the employment
of an extra 50 officers for the Drug Squad. For parents, perhaps the most horrific and
insidious crime ·perpetrated on society today in Victoria and Australia is drug trafficking.
There is no punishment that adequately fits this crime. I am sure many Victorians would
wish that the number of extra officers was 500 instead of 50. These policemen do a difficult
and sometimes dangerous job, not always under the most ideal conditions, and they
deserve full support.
I shall now turn to a number of programs of the Department of Community Services,
which is responsible for a number of innovative and worth-while programs. In the recent
election campaign I became aware of the valuable work carried out by a number of credit
counsellors in the Dandenong North electorate. Members of Parliament are often
confronted by people who are unable to manage on their incomes and the majority of
these people are on a Government pension or benefit. When one takes into account the
amount of their income and compares it with the money they spend on rental
accommodation, food, electricity, gas and other essentials, one wonders seriously how
they manage to survive at all.
The provision of an adequate income is the responsibility of the Federal Government,
but I am pleased that the State Government decided to make a commitment to alleviate
the problems of people living in poverty in as meaningful a way as a State Government
can. The Government has indicated that part of the $1·5 million allocated to the
Department of Community Services and the Ministry of Consumer Affairs to combat
poverty will be spent on credit counselling. I hope this will be done throu~ community
credit unions rather than other sources, because they already have at thelT disposal the
expertise and mechanisms to fulfil that function. I believe the Government wil1 receive a
greater return for its money by channelling it through those sources.
One of the most successful projects of the Department of Community Services that has
been operating in the electorate I represent is foster care. The Minister for Community
Services and the Government have recognized the outstanding work being done by
hundreds of foster parents throughout Victoria. These people are special: they extend a
loving family relationship to many young people from broken and unhappy homes. These
young people are not the easiest to invite into one's homes to live in a family situation.
However, it is much better that boys and girls who need this care can live in a loving foster
family environment than that they spend their childhood and early teenage years in a
dreary institution.
Many foster care agencies have recently experienced larger workloads, and the extra
funds allocated to this project will enable additional staff to be employed as well as
increasing the allowance to foster parents by 6 per cent. Many important and necessary
projects are operated by the Department of Community Services, and it must have been
difficult for the Minister and the Treasurer to decide levels of funding. I thank them for·
the sensitive way in which they have analysed and assessed each program.
In the context of so many programs requiring extra funds, it would be easy to overlook
two new projects which should be highlighted to the House. I refer to the youth
accommodation and support services program which will be implemented in three regions
of Victoria. The program aims to provide residential or community based care for young
people awaiting court hearings and for those with behavioural problems. Another program
introduced is the independent living allowance, for which an allocation of $80000 has
been provided this year, presumably on a trial basis. I hope either scheme will be successful.
I am sure all honourable members believe something is missing from every Budget
because we, as individuals, are interested in many different areas that are dear to our
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hearts. However, on balance, the Budget caters for the needs of the whole Victorian
community. The needs of the elderly are currently the subject of investigation by a
committee established by the former Minister of Health, and I am sure that will receive
recognition in next year's Budget. I also look forward to negotiations this week between
State and Federal Governments on the jointly funded home and community care program
for the aged and disabled because a provision has been made for that program in the
Budget.
Again I congratulate the Treasurer and other Ministers for producing a Budget that will
enable Victoria to proceed with confidence into the next year. For members of the
Government, it is another step towards the light on the hill.
Mr DICKINSON (South Barwon)-In making my contribution to the debate on the
Bill, I am conscious that the shadow Treasurer has made a lengthy reply to the Budget. At
the conclusion of his reply, he re-emphasized the main thrust, and said:
The most important requirement for Victoria is strong growth in the private sector. That much is agreed
between the Government and the opposition parties. The Treasurer has challenged the private sector to produce
that growth. By maintaining the real burden of State taxes and charges the Government has failed to provide the
breathing room the private sector needs.

As a Liberal politician, I am always concerned about growth in the private sector. I
represent an area in Geelong that has a good mix of industry and people working in
educational institutions and hospitals, and it is an area renowned in Victoria for its tourist
attractions. People in the electorate that I represent are looking for certain matters to be
dealt with in any State Budget. They sometimes reflect on various aspects of the Budget
and believe moneys are being wasted or priorities are being given to programs that they
consider ill-advised.
Elderly and young people may place a question mark over the National Tennis Centre,
whether the cost be $.53 million or $250 million; that matter is still under debate. The
Opposition is concerned about areas of Government that run at losses. The State Insurance
Office has been losing $300 million and V/Line has experienced $500 million in losses
every year, as have various statutory authorities. The losses of the Port of Melbourne
Authority are ongoing and may detract from other ports of Victoria to the detriment of
areas outside Melbourne. I believe authorities of that type should stand on their own feet.
Members of Parliament have a responsibility to the taxpayer to ensure that Victorian
citizens get value for the dollar. Criticism has been levelled at Parliament for the generous
payout on the retirement of the former Governor of this State. This was highlighted in the
Herald of Wednesday, 16 October, which summed up the situation by stating:
Mr Cain had been firm in his statements that Sir Brian's settlement amounted to a $58 ooo-a-year pension, a
$30000 lump sum, resettlement removal costs of$15 000 and the use of an official car when he is in Victoria.
He never mentioned the existence of a second lump sum-$25 OOO-to pay the customs duties on a luxury
car. Now he says all the details of Sir Brian's settlement are out in the open.

The matter has been aired fully in Parliament and it is unfortunate that the status of the
constitutional monarchy is thrown into doubt by some elements of society when such a
matter arises.
Since the handing down of the Budget, our society has been wracked by concern in
various areas, whether it be the nurses' dispute, the teachers' strike, the State Electricity
Commission, the police, the mail sorters' strike or concerns in manufacturing areas such
as the Dollar Sweets company or the disgust and ongoing concern that we all have for the
Builders Labourers Federation and the resolution of that matter. One must question the
Government's handling of the $20-million package offer to nurses and the fact that 25 700
people are joining the hospital queues. It has been suggested that a package be offered to
policemen, who often work in understaffed conditions and are ill-equipped to handle the
many and challenging tasks before them, that might cost the State's taxpayers $32 million.
That is not to mention the continuing demands made by militant teacher unions.
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I know many dedicated and loyal teachers yesterday returned to teach their charges in
schools. I am sure the Minister for Education has done all in his power to handle this
delicate situation with the responsibility due to such an important portfolio. Although the
Herald headlines claimed that the strike had closed down 300 schools, I understand that
60 per cent of teachers turned up for work, so that figure appears to be a slight exa~eration.
I am pleased they returned to work. As a politician it concerns me that I receive many
requests from ~chools and interested people wanting me to make representations.
Everybody seems to know what their rights are, but no one knows what their duties are.
I shall quote briefly from comments of a former Minister of Education, the Honourable
Lindsay Thompson, as reported in the Herald of 22 October. He is a man respected by
honourable members on both sides of the House because he held the education portfolio
for many years. He said:
I always took the view that teachers had a special responsibility-that of setting an example to the rising
generation ...
The strike should not be used ... it merely has the effect of disrupting schools.
It causes friction among staff members and sets a bad example.

Mr Thompson said there was no doubt that strikes in Government schools resulted in
moves to independent schools, particularly at secondary school level. He said he was
concerned about the growing numbers of strikes in schools and said there was no
justification for these. I am sure honourable members from both sides of the House have
had parents express concern in recent weeks that their children would not have a teacher
the next day because of industrial strikes.
Another area the Budget has addressed is law and order. The question of the cost to the
State of the prosecution of Norm Gallagher, whom many people in the building industry
especially the union movement, may regard as the Robin Hood of the building industry
looking after the interests of union members, has been raised in the community. People
have asked whether a costly retrial will be held, whether the union leadership will ultimately
abide by any court decision and whether the Government will proceed with the final
deregistration of the Builders Labourers Federation.
I have been concerned that large buildin~ projects in Geelong have not been commenced
unless sweetheart deals are negotiated With the appropriate unions. The flow-on costs
must be borne by us all. The taxpayers of this country are fed up with payouts to unworthy
recipients, whether they be people in public office, High Court judges or someone abusing
the social security benefits schemes.
The ordinary people in the street want equality before the law. In recent weeks people
have witnessed the damage done to the position of the constitutional monarchy. Some
elements within the Labor Party intend to proceed with socializing, nationalizing and
centralizing to an unhealthy extent, especially in the transport area. The reduction of the
power of Parliament and the smaller municipal councils of the State is something about
which we must all be concerned. We should all relate ourselves to the quotation displayed
in the entrance to this magnificent Parliament House building from the Book of Proverbs,
chapter 11, verse 14, which states, "Where no counsel is, the people fall; but in the
multi tude of counsellors there is safety."
Since April 1982 the Labor Party has made attacks on the role of the Legislative Council,
the role of the Governor and the importance of our national flag. I heard the Prime
Minister, Mr Hawke, address a community gathering in Geelong four and a half years ago
when he was an ordinary member of Parliament. He spoke of his concern about the tax
dodgers and tax evaders and said he would see that the plans set in train by the Fraser
Government to bring those people to account would be followed through. He also spoke
of the concentration of wealth in the hands of 3000 people in this country and said he
intended to ensure that the wealth was spread across the community. It concerns me that
a man can hold such an idea and should knock wealth creators, the people who create
jobs.
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The honourable member for Springvale likes to interject. I have listened with considerable
interest on many occasions to the message he puts to Parliament. I look across the
Chamber to the honourable member for Preston, who is from Scotland. One of my
forebears came to this country from Scotland with only 2 pounds in his pocket. He gave 1
pound away to a friend and used the other pound to begin a business as a printer. Before
he died in 1936 he employed 93 people.
That story is typical of the many ethnic people in the country, whether Greeks, Italians,
Turks, Maltese, Vietnamese or others who left countries that had been torn apart by
dissension to come to Australia and who seized opportunities and made good. While those
opportunities are available, Australia will have a healthy society, but if people bludge on
the system and sit about thinking that the Government will provide all, everything will
not be well. Neither the Federal Treasurer nor the State Treasurer believes in that healthy
society because both live off borrowed money and on borrowed time.
The Government has turned an institution like the Gas and Fuel Corporation into a
cash cow for the State by its statutory contribution. Overseas countries are not fooled by
Australia's tendency to become a banana republic. The Australian public debt has
quadrupled over the past ten years. Today it is 43 per cent of export earnings. Australia is
servicing overseas interest bills on borrowings. That millstone is about the necks of all
Australians and it will be about the necks of future Australians.
The people in the South Barwon electorate want value for their taxes, an honest day's
work for an honest day's pay from teachers and health workers. Students do not wish to
be sacrificed by union brawls and do not wish to be left with no work because some people
in society are motivated by greed.
The South Barwon electorate was an area devastated during the Ash Wednesday bush
fires, with the destruction of740 homes in the electorate. Those homes have been restored
through the payout of insurance companies and from handouts from well meaning people
in society who contributed willingly to assist victims of the bush fires in areas throughout
Victoria to the extent of$23 million.
I represent also concerned cancer patients in Geelong who are looking for a facility in
Bellarine House. For many years they have had to travel to the Peter MacCallum Hospital
in Melbourne for treatment. One has only to visit that hospital at 5.30 p.m. to learn of the
long delays experienced by patients who are waiting to be sent home in cars or ambulances.
Decentralization of cancer facilities throughout the State is imperative.
The police facilities of the South Barwon electorate are important to the 173000 residents
of Gee long because of the road toll, the rising rate of crime, and the protection and security
needed by residents, especially by elderly people who have retired, who live alone and
who are frightened to answer their doors at night. Senior citizens are worried also about
the future of the meals-on-wheels service. I believe the Budget has helped to improve the
health care needs in the Geelong area, but I would always question wasted money and the
desire of some Ministers to fund their crazy interest groups, which would bleed society
and the economy dry given half a chance.
What is happening in society was summarized by Heather Mitchell of the Wimmera
Mail- Times in 1976. She said that she believed that society was heading for total destruction
because of a tendency to corrupt the young and to get people away from relatives, to get
them interested in sex and to make them superficial; to get control of all means of
publicity, thereby getting people's minds off their Government by focusing their attention
on athletics, sexy books, plays and other trivia.
Further, Heather Mitchell stated that this destruction is brought about because of a
tendency to divide the people into hostile groups, by constantly harping on controversial
matters of no importance; by destroying people's faith in their natural leaders by holding
the latter up to contempt, ridicule and obloquy; by always preaching true democracy but
seizing power as fast and as ruthlessly as possible; by encouraging Government extravagance
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and destroying its credit and producing fear of inflation with rising prices and general
discontent.
Heather Mitchell said that there are those who unnecessarily strike in vital industries,
encourage severe disorders and foster a soft and lenient attitude on the part of the
Government towards such disorder; who, by specious argument, cause the breakdown of
the morals, virtues, honesty, sobriety and continence and faith in the pledged word and
ruggedness. There are those-and this has happened in Victoria-who cause the registration
offirearms on some pretext. This is interesting because the total registration offireanns in
a situation of a complete takeover by a foreign power means that the people can be left
defenceless. That happened to Germany in the 1930s.
Many people have an absolute fear ofloss offreedom in society due to rules being made
by sociahst-oriented Governments. One constituent wrote to the Gee/ong Advertiser on 21
February in this regard. Mr P. Tesic of Settlement Road, Belmont, wrote:
SIR: Beware, Labor voters, of the strength of the socialist left within the party.
Their numbers are increasing daily and while many of our policies are correct, they are being undermined by
the socialist left.
Having come from a country that lost its freedom, I am only too conscious that Australia could well lose all its
freedoms overnight.
Socialism aims to:
Eradicate the notion of saving. property and wealth. Under our State Labor Government, land tax has
increased and our savings have dwindled as a result of the introduction ofthe financial institutions duty. This
nets the Labor Government $85 million a year from Victorian taxpayers' bank accounts.
Eradicate inheritance. Labor policy calls for the introduction of probate duty. When Mr Cain came to office,
he introduced a Bill seeking the introduction of probate duty. The Bill was defeated, but socialist writers in the
Labor Star are still pressing for death duties to be brought in.

The Premier made a Freudian slip when talking about the retirement of His Excellency
the Governor. He referred to the Governor paying "probate" on his new car. Mr Tesic
continued:
Eradicate patriotism for one's country. It is well known that Labor policy calls for the abolition of our flag. Mr
Hawke's Boyer Lectures would have our nation become a socialist, marxist republic.
Break down family ties and the strength of the family unit, Federal and State politicians can now travel
overseas with de facto partners, at taxpayers' expense. The Cain Labor Government has supported homosexual
organizations with handouts of taxpayers' funds totalling almost $200 000 in 1984. Yet, The Cottage by the Sea
children's holiday home at Queenscliff could not get the $60 000 grant needed from the Labor Government.

The Cottage by the Sea received only $11 000 from the Minister. Charitable works of
people in the community resulted in the donation of $60 000 for the home, which was
received at a recent annual meeting of the people who are concerned with the welfare of
the underprivileged and unloved children who holiday at the Cottage by the Sea.
There are no glad tidings in the Budget for Victoria or Geelong. I am concerned that the
public are being wooed by the Cain propaganda machine, costing $600 000 a year. There
are many questions on the Notice Paper which remain unanswered. Those questions
require an intelligent approach by public servants to providing the information sought by
elected members of Parliament.
The Government's much heralded WorkCare program has not delivered reductions. It
is like the Australian Labor Party Medicare scheme; it is costing everyone more and
encouraging the spongers in society to beat the system. To add insult to injury, some
WorkCare staff are taking industrial action over unsatisfactory employment conditions
because of this massive social reform.
I had hoped to see in the Budget restraints on unnecessary bureaucratic growth; greater
support given to such things as salinity control measures in rural Victoria; a fight against
the high road toll; a fight against drugs, pornography and permissiveness in society; the
maintenance of the Delta Task Force, which has performed excellent work in conjunction
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with the Police Force; and the proper use of Parliamentary Estimates sub-committees to
ensure that taxpayers get value for their dollar.
With regard to the Country Fire Authority, volunteer fire fighters in my electorate
inform me that to date they have not been provided with adequate equipment, such as fire
protection blankets and boots. The public sector is top heavy with highly paid bureaucrats,
but at the grassroots level volunteer workers are expected to perform miracles on limited
funds and budgets. It is time society recognized the value of this work.
Following the devastation of the Ash Wednesday bush fires many people in the South
Barwon electorate rebuilt their homes. However, conservation groups have impeded those
people from installing firebreaks and other adequate fire prevention methods in case there
is another holocaust.
It is most disturbing to note from the Auditor-General's report that the Department of
Conservation, Forests and Lands owed creditors $7·5 million at 30 June this year. The
Government is coy about setting out its total current liabilities in the Budget Papers. In
the Weekend Australian of 25-26 May, John Stone, a former Federal Treasury official, is
reported as having stated, inter alia:
More and more of our young people are being condemned to lives of idleness, law-breaking or making work
jobs provided by Government.

Mr Stone was quite adamant that there is no single fact more disgraceful to the conduct of
our national affairs in Australia today than the manner in which we have permitted more
than 25 per cent of fifteen to nineteen-year-olds to be unemployed when it is clear that,
without great difficulty, that proportion could in all probability be reduced to, or even
below, the average rate of unemployment of8·5 per cent.
The great body of decent Australians know the present situation is both socially shameful,
and, in the long run, nationally disastrous. In the opposition parties at least, there is
growing acceptance that the real solution to the unemployment problem will have to be
found within the wage determination system or, rather, by taking the wages of young
people outside the system.
Australia still likes to think of itself, and certainly to describe itself, as a free country. It
is therefore remarkable that the only saleable asset all Australians possess of which they
cannot be deprived is their labour. Unfortunately, unemployment is the world's biggest
growth industry.
I have been asked by the Australian Early Childhood Association Inc. and the people in
the Grovedale area to stress the needs of their kindergarten. I shall do so when the Bill is
discussed in more detail in the Committee stage. I shall also address some remarks for the
Highton Primary School and the concern of parents at that school at the integration of
disabled children into the school environment. Finally, I should like to refer to the remarks
by the Very Rev. F. M. Chamberlin, the Dean of St Patrick's Cathedral. I refer to the
comments made in the ecumenical service to mark the opening of the 50th Parliament of
Victoria at St Patrick's Cathedral on Wednesday, 3 April 1985. He stated, inter alia:
No one has ever claimed that democracy is perfect. Winston Churchill said that democracy is the worst of all
forms of government except for all those others that have been tried from time to time.
Democracy can work if individuals cast an informed vote and if the people elected are prepared to act on the
basis of duty and not merely in the cause of personal and/or party interest, and if organizations with quite proper
interests in society-such as corporations, unions, the Church or other associations-are prepared to use their
corporate power wisely and with justice and charity.
It would be wrong for any of these groups to exploit the individual. Equally it would be wrong to prevent these
groups acting in a responsible manner.

In our complex modern society, I would suggest three areas-among others-in which the Church has not
merely the right but a duty and an obligation to speak and to urge public men and political organizations to act.
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The first is in defending human dignity from conception to the grave.

-and not to weaken it by equating its status and rights with other forms of association between men and
women, or, regrettably, between men and men. and women and women.
The third, in a world in which power is becoming increasingly concentrated, is the duty to have regard to the
rights of the small bodies, organizations, units, in industry, agriculture. commerce, government and administration
against the giant organizations of present day society--

Mr COLEMAN (Syndal)-I congratulate the honourable member for Brighton on his
well structured breakdown on what Victoria may expect from the Budget. It highlighted
the efforts of the Government's propaganda machine and the deceptions that have been
conducted in the interests of political survival.
The past four Labor Budgets have led to an increase in taxation revenue of 72·9 per
cent. That is a staggering increase when one realizes that only nine months ago there was
a State election when the Labor Party committed itself to no real increases in taxation.
The increase in taxation is a sorry commentary on where the State is heading and the
burden the taxpayers have been asked to bear. It is a sorry commentary on the integrity of
those persons who keep mouthing that commitment.
The community is concerned at a whole range of issues in the Budget and one of those
issues is the question of housing.
The increase in the Board of Works rates had an enormous impact in the electorate of
Sydnal. I acknowledge that that increase occurred at the end of a four-year revaluation
period. Rather than maintain the rating I should have thought that the board would have
adjusted the rating to soften the impact of the increased valuations. However, when one
examines what has happened to the Board of Works one realizes why the board has
pursued every last dollar.
When the Australian Labor Party assumed office at the Federal level, the funds held in
the medical insurance companies became a target. In the same way the reserves held by
statutory authorities have become a target for this Government.
When the Labor Party assumed office the Board of Works held total reserves of $148
million. Those reserves have been stripped from the board through the public authority
dividend tax.
The Treasurer is running all over the world. He has gone to Japan to borrow money on
the Samurai market for the sole purpose of providing capital funds for some projects
including some by the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works. The only major
project that has been undertaken by the Board of Works, to my knowledge, is the
construction of the main sewer to Werribee. That is an indictment of the Government.
The Government is using its statutory authorities to broaden its tax base and, more
importantly, it is hiding behind them. Even the Auditor-General makes mention of that
in his report; he said that the statutory authorities are under pressure. They are certainly
in a worse situation than they were when the Government came to office.
A major decision made by the Government has been in relation to the Alpine National
Park. The Minister for Conservation, Forests and Lands went to the Bennison high plains
and with much fanfare announced that with the creation of the Alpine National Park an
additional eleven rangers would be appointed. She said the Government would make a
multi-million dollar commitment to the area. The Budget makes a commitment of$2oo 000
for an office in Bright where, no doubt, park management will be decided between
Government officers and local organizations involved in the area.
Honourable members interjecting.
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Mr COLEMAN-To take up an interjection, three of the rangers will have to walk
around the area. In the Budget, one finds that six rangers are to be appointed, not eleven
as were promised.

Fire-fighting and protection services conducted by the Department of Conservation,
Forests and Lands have been heavily slashed. It is one of the criticisms made by the
Opposition to the proposed legislation on the Alpine National Park that a sufficient service
should be provided to ensure fire protection for all those living or working in the large
areas to be covered by the national park. This Budget has not provided for that. The
original multi-million dollar commitment to the Alpine National Park has not been made
available and only six of the eleven additional rangers promised will be appointed. There
are many factors in the Budget that show that the Opposition's objection to the proposed
national park legislation was sound.
The Budget allocates $1·5 million for an initial attack on poverty in Victoria. That is
one of the most ridiculous statements the Government has ever made. When one considers
the contributions made by major welfare organizations, that amount is parsimonious. The
Melbourne City Mission, a well respected organization in this city, this year had a budget
of $5·382 million and that mission is only one of many organizations operating in
Melbourne. The impact of the Government's $1·5 million allocation will be minuscule.
I have had a long association with the Melbourne Family Care Organization. Its
expenditure for the year ended June 1985 was $2· 72 million. That organization raised 48
per cent of its own funds and relied on the Government for 52 per cent. For the Government
to include in the Treasurer's speech an announcement that $1·5 million would make an
attack on poverty is ludicrous, especially in light of the problems faced by the State in the
welfare field. The Government IS prepared to lay down standards and to put regional
structures into place but, when it comes to voluntary welfare organizations which provide
such wonderful service to the people of Victoria, the contributIOn by the Government is
minuscle.
Many organizations are now in the unfortunate position of needing a larger percentage
of funding from the Government and many more people have come under the umbrella
of welfare organizations within the past ten years. A growing number of single mothers
have become welfare recipients in recent times and there is an increasing demand for
services to enable those single mothers to place their children in a home environment
during work hours. We should all like to see that achieved because there is no greater
substitute for the care of a parent than a similar home environment. We should ensure
that organizations are funded to provide a level of service that will enable that to happen.
No Government body, regardless of how dedicated it is, can deliver the same sort of
service as a voluntary organization which aims at replacing the natural parents of children.
Requests have been made by the Children's Welfare Association of Victoria and a number
of other organizations who are representative of the child care field. The information
obtained from those organizations is that the present percentage funding they receive from
the Government is insufficient and there is no indication in this Budget that the
representations made by those organizations have fallen on other than deaf ears.
Many organizations within the State will not survive unless they receive special
assistance. I trust that the Treasurer and the Minister for Community Services can provide
a better spread of services and, more importantly, a better percentage of funding for child
care services through these voluntary organizations.
The Budget Papers reveal that an amount of $1· 2 million has been set aside to be paid
in compensation for the closure of the Newmarket sale-yards. The sale-yards commenced
operation in 1856 with a Crown grant and since then they have provided an enormous
stimulus to the city. I refer to an article by Adrian Kennedy, a journalist with Stock and
Land, who on 3 October had the following commentary to make on the closure of the saleyards:
The decision to close the Newmarket selling complex has brought to an end an institution that has been a
major contribuor to the welfare of this State over some 124 years.
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This latest decision is based on the premise that a central market is no longer needed. Advisers to the
appropriate Ministers of Agriculture apparently gave this misguided information upon when the closure was
made.
Newmarket has been the barometer for prices in the Eastern States of Australia. Despite the decline in numbers,
this situation remained. Over the past 12 months, when the closure decision was announced, graziers have
gradually withdrawn stock from Newmarket, preferring to sell at local country centres.

That is a trend that has occurred only in the past three years since the Labor Government
decided that the abattoirs at the sale-yards should be closed. Small operators could no
longer have lambs killed at the abattoirs and delivered to their retail premises. The market
is still a major determinant for cattle prices in the southern part of Australia. Although the
article mentions the growth of the regional markets, the regional markets have survived
only because traders operating in those markets knew they had an end market at Newmarket
where there was competition from growers in other southern areas and, in some instances,
in South Australia and the Northern Territory.
Melbourne will be the only capital city in Australia that does not have a central market.
Victoria will be in the unique situation of being dependent on regional markets. I am sure
the Minister for Local Government, who is at the table, has a knowledge of the selling
practices in regional markets where manipulation by buyers puts the sellers at risk.
Only recently a vendor who was offered 90 cents a kilogram for 400 lb beef animals was
able to reject that offer at a regional market and, after transporting the cattle to Melbourne,
obtained 115 cents a kilogram. The closure of the central market will remove the ability
of vendors to search for a better price for their stock. It will enable the local markets to be
manipulated to the detriment of the local producer.
The existing operators at Newmarket came to the Government with a proposal to build
sale-yards of their own at Craigieburn. They have applied to the Minister for Planning and
Environment for expeditious treatment in their planning application. They seek a
continuance of the existing market until their market is completed. The operators do not
want financial assistance; they want time. Since the Lynch's Bridge proposal is not complete,
we do not know what the final strategy will be. I know the old Angliss meat works has been
demolished and the area has been available for immediate development for twelve months.
However, the work has not been completed.
The agents operating at Newmarket at present are able to operate in a smaller area than
that in which they currently operate. I hope the Minister for Local Government will pass
on my remarks to the Minister for Agriculture and Rural Affairs, who will ensure that the
requests of the agents for a proper hearing and for the central selling system to be kept in
place are met.
Although the State has received some beneficial rain over the past 24 hours, it appeared
previously that the spring would be cut short and that substantial numbers oflivestock for
which buyers could not be found would be placed in the markets.
That reflects Australia's standing in the world markets because, although the drop in the
Australian dollar has meant we are able to find markets for much of our rural produce, for
some classes of stock there is no market. I speak of the old ewes that were retained as a
result of the drought to rebuild numbers. They were retained by farmers last year because
the price they commanded was such that it was uneconomic to send them to market. The
same thing has happened this year and it seems that the program of digging pits and
shooting sheep and cattle, which was conducted four years ago, ought to be reintroduced
because of the classes of stock for which no market can be found.
If the Newmarket sale-yards were operating, it would provide a stimulus to the livestock
industry for the sale of these sheep, especially in southern Australia where farmers are
prepared to take on such stock, put a bit of condition on them and bring them back to
market. This would spread the load that would normally be carried at this time of the year
with stock movement when the season deteriorates.
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A commentary that was most indicative of the effects of the Budget written by Terence
Maher appeared in the Australian Financial Review of 25 September, the day after the
introduction of the Budget. Mr Maher stated:
The estimate given for net debt of government departments and statutory authorities as at June 30, 1986, was
$17 249 million-nearly a two-fold increase since the Cain Labor Government came to power in 1982.
But this figure excludes, for some obscure reason. the State Government's involvement in the Portland
aluminium smelter, which adds another $400 million, and $800 million in local government debt.
By adding these two items back into the public debt the total is $18 446 million, which represents $4 611 of
indebtedness for every man. woman and child in Victoria.

That is the load we are collectively carrying and it is an indication of the way in which the
Government has forced its programs through. It is a Government-led recovery and people
have been lured into the idea that everything in the garden is rosy. The level of overseas
indebtness reveals that that is far from the case. Every man, woman and child is in debt to
the tune of$4611, which is compounded by this Government. The article further states:
New borrowings are up 5 per cent, or $1 803 million, this financial year but the Government maintains that as
a percentage of non-farm GDP, borrowings have fallen from 3·8 per cent to 3·5 per cent.

The overseas borrowings and the servicing costs associated with those borrowings are
astronomical. I am sure that if the Government did not have to service those debts, it
could attempt to introduce many more programs.
As I said earlier, the Treasurer has been running all around the world borrowing money
at whatever rate he could find and in the Auditor-General's report, there appears a list of
items that have led me to make those comments. Without exception, the Auditor-General
has been critical of the way in which the Government has increased charges and taxes and
increased costs to the average Victorian, who is expected to meet the repayments caused
by the irresponsible borrowings of the Government.
Each department is obviously under strain. The Department of Conservation, Forests
and Lands was $ 7 million in debt at the end of the financial year. In a series of articles that
have emanated since then, it is obvious that the department is still not in a position to pay
many of its outstanding accounts. That is critical for many small businesses in Victoria
that this Government purports to represent.
These small businesses survive, to a large extent, on quick settlements and the ability to
pay their own accounts to ensure that their overheads do not escalate. These small
businesses find, that when dealing with the Government, the payment to them is delayed
to such an extent that there is no real benefit in dealing with it. This issue ought to be
addressed and I compliment the honourable member for Hawthorn who has brought into
the House a Bill which, if it were implemented, would have the effect of ensuring that the
small business people who deal with the Government have an opportunity of claiming
and collecting the money that is due to them within a reasonable period.
The other aspect that is indicative of the problems that face the Government is the
funding situations of these organizations, particularly the statutory authorities that have
been bled dry of funds. They are now in a position where they cannot carry out capital
works-and that was the initial intent when they were established-because the operating
capital granted to them has been removed. That continuing capital provided an ability for
the organizations concerned to cushion the increase in rates as they spread the income of
that reserve over a number of years. That is no longer possible.
The organizations concerned are now fully exposed to movement in the money market
causing rises to the ratepayer of, for example, 26 per cent in Board of Works rates this
year.
That same effect has been carried through to a whole range of organizations. A. r~al
dilemma faces Victoria concerning the survival prospects of the State Elect~clty
Commission because the Commission is so deeply in debt that it would need to contInue
to borrow substantial amounts of money to carry out the work to which the Government
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is committed and yet the full effect of the investment has not been passed on to the
consumer.
The consumer is being shielded from the real cost of the undertakings that have been
entered into by the Government and there is no better example of this than the way in
which the pricmg for the Alcoa project has been undertaken.
Prior to this Government coming to office, the Australian Labor Party was prepared to
denegrate any proposal that would have cost the consumers in Victoria any money.
Gradually, however, as the pricing structure is released, the consumers of Victoria and
industry in particular are having to bear a considerable cost to enable the project to
proceed. In negotiating this pricing formula, we find that not only does the pricing formula
affect Alcoa in Portland, but it also affects Alcoa at Point Henry, and that is an example of
poor negotiations.
The Point Henry smelter was operating on a coal deposit from which the company is
able to generate its own electricity. That plant was putting electricity into the State grid
and, as it developed, the Point Henry smelter was a profitable operator. However, in the
negotiations, its production was brought into line with that proposed for Portland and the
cost of electricity was treated in the same way. .
This will prove to be a heavy burden, as time progresses, for State Electricity Commission
consumers to carry because the price structure that was based on the United States prices
for aluminium assumes that aluminium will make $1700 a ton, but the current price is in
the order of $900 a ton and each consumer of Victoria is now paying a contribution
towards the cost of operating the Point Henry smelter. More importantly, until aluminium
prices improve-and I should add that the prospect is not good-over the life of the
smelter, the electricity consumers of the State will be expected to carry that cost.
For all the glad tidings of the Treasurer's Budget speech. I do not think that the average
Victorian really believes what he has been told by the Government. I am sure that when
the average Victorian receives his rates for a whole range of services provided by the
Government, he will realize that it is regularly costing him more.
The sitting was suspended at 6.17 p.m. until 8.3 p.m.
Mr RICHARDSON (Forest Hill)-The House tonight is debating a Budget of missed
opportunity. The Budget provides for yet another increase in real terms in Government
expenditure. It also fails to meet the need to provide tax relief and to attract new industries
and new jobs to Victoria. The Appropriation Bill is a document which catalogues the
collection of missed opportunities. The Labor Government has taxed more, borrowed
more and spent more than any Government in memory, yet unemployment is still above
the levels which prevailed under Liberal Governments. There has been a widespread
deterioration of major community services such as public transport, health and education.
The State is reeling under the blows of industrial disputation which the Government
promised would end with the re-election of the Labor Government. The teachers who
were bought off by the Labor Party have rebelled; the nurses have been driven to a point
of such exasperation where even they have had to withdraw their services to make the
Government realize what is necessary within the community; and the railway unions have
continued to prick away and withdraw services.
After having slu~ed taxpayers for three years, Labor is now simply continuing its big
spending policies, aIded by some growth in the economy, but above all by inflation and
particularly by overseas borrowings which have put this community into debt for many
years to come.
With the economy growing, real tax cuts could have helped to attract new investment
and would have created new jobs. That would have assisted Victoria, but the Government's
lack of commitment to act or exercise restraint will mark 1985 as Victoria's year of lost
opportunity. Had the Liberal Party been elected to government, it would have frozen
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taxes and charges for twelve months. Real restraint in taxes and charges would have been
financed by real cuts in outlays. In the Budget being discussed tonight, Government
outlays have increased by 9·9 per cent in money terms and by 1·4 per cent in real terms.
After the disastrous high taxinS policies of the Cain Government's first three years, this
Budget can be regarded as some Improvement, but only because it reveals and exposes to
all the rate of growth of expenditure. It provides rhetoric, but no real restraint. The
Government has cashed in on the massively expanded tax base established over the
previous three years. Victoria is living beyond its means. The public debt has increased
massively. This was brought about by an economic philosophy that is driven by a set of
ideological imperatives ofa socialist Government which commits the Victorian community
to borrowing massive amounts to be repaid later, but by what means no one knows.
The Government can surely not be blind to the folly upon which it has embarked.
Numerous commentaries have been made by people in the academic field and economic
analysts in the press, but one does not even need to refer to the academics and economic
journalists. One has simply to be aware of what is going on in Victoria to know what the
Government is doing to the economy of this State. Victoria had a health system in 1982
that the then Minister of Health, Mr Roper, described as the best health system in
Australia. He brought it to its knees. He was a total failure as Minister of Health, but he
was not sacked; he was simply transferred from health, where he had created one disaster,
to transport where he is creating a new disaster. The transport empire over which he
presides does not even belong to Victoria.
The trains and trams have bright colours, but they do not run on time-if they run at
all. The 7.17 from Ringwood has become an eastern suburbs joke. It has almost become a
ritual for the announcement to be made at the Blackburn railway station, "The 7.17 from
Ringwood has been cancelled", and the Bronx cheer goes up on cue.
The State does not own those brightly coloured trains and trams; they have been
"flogged off'; they have been sold. The Government is now leasing them back and paying
through the nose for that privilege. The community will continue to pay year after year, as
will future generations, to pay off the bill that has been incurred by the Government.
The health system is now presided over by a new Minister for Health, who has gone
from disaster to disaster since he was appointed Minister for Health. The Minister inherited
a mine field, but he has blown up almost every mine in the place every time that he has
taken a step.
I refer the House to an article published in the Weekend Australian of 16-17 February
1985, written by Des Keegan.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr RICHARDSON-There is a cacophony of protest from the high fliers on the
Government benches. These high fliers took off and once airborne found they had all the
aeronautical configuration of blocks of concrete and they have been crashing every since.
The Minister for Police and Emergency Services is the last person to make funny remarks.
In February this year a warning was issued. Mr Keegan said on page 23 of the Weekend
Australian:
Unfortunately, there is little business sense in our five Labor Governments, particularly in Spring St, where
Mr Cain conducts his war of attrition against the private sector.
Victoria is the State most likely to reveal horror stories on capital losses for its State instrumentalities.

Mr Keegan then moves on to a most interesting examination of the sort of bungling that
has occurred by the Government in its raising of foreign loans. Indeed, he has targetted
this weakness most accurately because his headline is, "Taxpayers to foot bill for State
loans bungles". How true! Mr Keegan stated:
... the appalling mess created by the Cain Government. Ensuing obligations from this chaos brought the
nonsense which led it to raise "soft" loans abroad. They were no such thing.
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It began when Mr Cain repaid the teachers who had a hand in his election. After the election, teachers were
immediately given a 7 per cent pay rise, followed shortly by another 4·9 per cent.

Teachers already had been given an I1 per cent rise three months before Mr Cain won the election. This totals
23 per cent and seems a generous reward for a profession accused of declining competence and civic standards.
Mr Cain promised electors all government charges would be held with some actually scheduled to fall; even
State taxes would not rise. The outcome would have a freshman's class in public administration rolling in the
aisles.

Certainly a freshman's class in public administration may have been greatly amused by
the proposals espoused so vividly and, I regret to say, so convincingly by the Premier, but
the community has not been rolling, but reeling, ever since.
The article continues:
State taxes have risen by 55 per cent, including collections from statutory authorities. Gas has risen 32 per
cent, electricity 28 per cent and rail by an average of 20 per cent and 187 per cent in some cases. Petrol has risen
48 per cent and capped a disastrous period of fiscal vandalism.

No wonder Government members do not like Mr Keegan. The article continues:
This is an unbelievable record but it begins to look like mere pecadillos alongside Victoria raising an un hedged,
ID-year $150 million yen-dominated loan in Tokyo a couple of weeks ago.

The House must remember that he is saying this in February of this year.
The article by Mr Keegan continues:
Apart from our dollar falling off the perch, the yen is undervalued.
We a~e told that Victoria's US-denominated loans make NSW borrowings look like the work of an austere
financial genius. Don't worry, brush it under the carpet pending the election and later soak electors with a raft of
new taxes.

What magnificent insight Mr Keegan had. That is exactly what the Government has done.
The article continues:
Electors are also consumers but at least 50 per cent don't see the link. Even teachers, handsomely bribed for
their electoral support, will pay higher gas, electricity, petrol and rail to meet funds squandered on foolish loans
and spending frenzies.

The Government benches are in stunned silence. I have presented the House with the
views of one expert on the loan raising techniques of the Government. How has this
Government spent the money that it has raised? The Government has a magnificent
record in the squandering of funds.
I shall give the House some examples of the vital projects on which the Government
has spent the community's money. The Congress for International Co-operation and
Disarmament was given a grant of $50 000. These funds were provided for the general
operation of this pro-Russian pressure ~oup, including money for celebrating the Congress
for International Co-operation and DIsarmament's 25th anniversary. It is fascinating to
note that this grant was made under the Community Employment Program and, at that
time, the Minister for Local Government was the Minister for Employment and Training.
The Australian Union of Students received $31 810 and then $23204. These were
taxpayers' funds for the employment of union staff to encourage membership of the
Australian Union of Students, but the union is now defunct and a grant of$14 402 was
made only weeks before the group was wound up.
Radio station 3CR, that pinnacle of unbiased, logical and progressive thought, received
a grant of $70000 and then $18 503. These grants were for administrative costs and for
the renovation of the office, including $3500 for building materials. The radio station has
amongst its staff: Mr Hartley, the pro-Libyan terrorism organization and people whom, to
maintain a degree of decorum in the House, we shall call "the extreme left". One could
hardly describe 3CR as a radio station that serves the entire community. Nevertheless it
received $88 000 of the taxpayers' money.
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The Latrobe Valley Art Resource Collective received $86 324 to establish a clown
school. One of the members of this illustrious collective said in an Age report that exposed
the abuse of this grant that ~~we have to pretend we're doing something with the money".
Mr Norris-Have you got the lion tamers there as well?
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Stirling)-Order! The honourable member for
Dandenong is unruly and disorderly.
Mr RICHARDSON-The last job that the honourable member for Dandenong had
was as a program seller at Coronations!
Mr Norris-That is a very subtle joke. Did you get a ticket?
Mr RICHARDSON-There was a further grant of $8000 to FILEF, which is an Italian
international communist organization.
There was a grant of$45 000 and a further grant of$19 000 to the Victorian Association
of Peace Studies. These grants were designed to assist the association in its work, which
has nothing to do with peace. Its activities are completely concerned with a pro-socialist,
pro-communist idealism designed to infiltrate our society but that association received
$45 000 and $19 000 to do its work, which is, in fact, intended to ensure that peace is
established on their terms.
The Amalgamated Metal Workers Union-these little gems endorsed by the
Government-received $40 000.
Mr SHELL (Geelong)-On a point of order, Mr Acting Speaker, the honourable member
is addressing the gallery instead of yourself.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Stirling)-Order! There is no point of order.
Mr RICHARDSON (Forest Hill)-Thank you, Mr Acting Speaker. If the honourable
member for Geelong knew his Standing Orders, he would know that the only way in which
he can make a point of order of that kind would be if I made a reference to the ~llery,
which I did not. I suggest that you do your homework before taking me on, you tWIt.
Mr Shell-Get on with it.
Mr ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Stirling)-Order! It has been brou$ht to my attention
that a word was used by the honourable member for Forest Hill that IS unparliamentary.
I wonder ifhe would withdraw the appropriate word.
Mr RICHARDSON-I wonder also, but if the word was "twit", then I certainly
withdraw it. The honourable gentleman is not a twit.
It is interesting to note that the Amalgamated Metal Workers Union, with its $40 000
grant, has on its register a number of members who are Labor Party members in this
House. For example, the Minister for Local Government is proud of his membership of
that union. The Minister for Consumer Affairs was, in fact, a shop steward of that union
before he became a member of this place. His predecessor, the late Jack Ginifer, had been
a member of that union. The honourable member for Bellarine previously representing
Geelong East is also a member of that union; and the list goes on.
Could it be, Mr Acting Speaker, that these men have a vested interest in this grant of
$40 000 to the union? I am not suggesting any impropriety, but the question should be
raised about the easy-handedness of the Government; particularly as the Amalgamated
Metal Workers Union now controls the socialist left and the socialist left controls the
Government. The link is clear.
Some $70 000 went to the Gay Publication Collective for a ~eneral purpose grant. What
"general purpose" the Gay Publication Collective is engaged In-I do not know; but then
$52 000 was given to Correct Line Graphics, which is the publisher for the Gay Publication
Collective. Therefore, the Gay Publication Collective and its publication off-shoot received
Session 1985-38
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$70762, with an extra $52 518 for publishing. Although the Government is happy to give
all this money to the gay collective and associated organizations, it would not give anything
to save the Cottage by the Sea.
Mr Kennett-They gave nothing to the Scouts either.
Mr RICHARDSON-I know that Government members will be upset if I do not
mention the Victorian Trades Hall Council. I know of their sensitivity and I do not want
to disappoint them. The Victorian Trades Hall Council received quite a lot of money$81 957 as a grant for a trade union film and video unit, including $15455 to purchase
equipment and this was for a project which had already been rejected by the Australian
Film Commission, the Australian Council and Film Victoria. All of those organizations
decided that the project was not worthy of sponsorship, so who does the Victorian Trades
Hall Council turn to? It goes back to the Government, its old mate, to come up with some
dough-$82 000 worth.
Mr Norris-Have you seen the programs? They are excellent.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Stirling)-Order! The honourable member for
Dandenong will be called next ifhe is proper, as he should be.
Mr RICHARDSON-The Victorian Trades Hall Council received some $151 000 as a
grant for "trade union art", whatever that means. It received $88 785 as a grant for
"industrial information indexing" whatever that means.
I now turn to the Victorian Teachers Union. Honourable members will be aware that
that union contributed many thousands of dollars, $100 000 as I recall, to Labor Party
campaign funds; so it is only fair that it should receive something back, and so it did. It
received $108000 back from the Government as a grant of taxpayers' money for a "union
affirmative action handbook". One of the people employed to utilize this grant had to take
leave from her permanent job to take up this other job. So much for this creation of new
jobs!
The Ballarat Trades and Labour Council-and it needed a bit of a go-received some
$32 000 to repair the old council building.
Honourable members interjecting.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Kirkwood)-Order! I always thought the honourable
member for Dandenong was a democrat, but there is no way in which he can be ifhe tries
to shout down opinions with which he disagrees. It is very objectionable to the House and
the honourable member should cease doing so.
Mr RICHARDSON-Thank you, Mr Acting Speaker. In the 2 minutes remaining to
me, I shall try to itemize the laying of the grass in Swanston Street, along with related
activities for the pre-election fiesta; that cost $550 000. There was a tower erected to mark
the draining of the Koo-wee-rup swamp, and that cost $7000. There was a grant of
$230 000 for the production of a widely-criticized student newspaper called "Out of Line" .
Radio station 3CR received another $1000 for a community mural; and the good old
Victorian Trades Hall Council received a little more, $2500 for the restoration of trade
union banners, and $28 000 for a proposal to employ film makers on specific projects. The
description remained sufficiently vague so that nobody would know what it really meant.
The Gay Publications Co-operative Ltd received an additional $33 000; Correct Line
Graphics, which also publishes for that organization, received another $17 000; and the
Australian Railways Union received another $7500 grant for audio-visual information for
migrant union members on such subjects as the aims of the union. The Victorian Trades
Hall Council received another $18 000 to pay for the evaluation of audio-visual material
that relates to female migrant unionists.
Mr REMINGTON (Melbourne)-I might say that I am encouraged by the warm and
enthusiastic reception from my colleagues on the opposite side of the House. I generally
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attempt to speak on important issues immediately after dinner because I notice that the
Opposition certainly has a great deal of levity about it when it comes back from the
refreshment rooms.
I now turn to the very serious aspect of the Budget presented to the House by the
Treasurer. I am not a racing man but I suppose, in the terms of the Minister for Sport and
Recreation, I could say that the Treasurer delivered a Quadrella to the State. His fourth
Budget, and every single Budget he has presented, has been a winner for the entire State.
Every Budget delivered by the Treasurer has been for the common good of all Victorians.
Honourable members interjecting.

Mr REMINGTON-There is no doubt that there has never been a Government as
supportive of the private enterprise system as the Cain Government.
Honourable members interjecting.

Mr REMINGTON-The ultimate strategy of the Government when it came to office
in this State was to tackle the unemployment problem. I am concerned at the recent speech
by the honourable member for Forest Hill in which he attacked the Commonwealth
Employment Program. In his economic ignorance, he does not even know that the funds
from the Commonwealth Employment Program do not flow out of the Victorian Budget
and form no part of it. Ifmembers of the Labor Party were facetious and were smart alecs,
they could have raised a point of order against the Opposition speaker and had the
honourable member for Forest Hill ruled out of order. The funds for the Commonwealth
Employment Program do not come from the Victorian Budget, because it is a Federal
scheme.
Honourable members interjecting.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Kirkwood)-Order! The Chair finds it extremely difficult
to hear the remarks of the honourable member for Melbourne. I ask honourable members
of the Opposition benches !o cease interjecting.
Mr REMINGTON-Mr Acting Speaker, I hope you are not encouraging me to speak
louder! I am disturbed by the comments of the honourable member for Forest Hill and
his attack on the Commonwealth Employment Program, which provided countless
thousands of young long-term unemployed Victorians, male and female, with an
opportunity of coming off the unemployment list and obtaining gainful employment.
The analysis taken by the Federal Minister responsible for the program indicates that
the vast majority of those involved in the scheme who came off the long-term unemployed
list were then able to rehabilitate themselves and find proper employment in the
community. And yet this clown from Forest Hill satirizes the scheme, which gave
unemployed people in his electorate the opportunity of coming off the dole and coming
back into the work force to make a proper contribution to their own well-being and, in the
long term, for the general benefit of the ~ntire community.
Speaker after speaker on this side of the House has complimented the Treasurer on the
Budget, and Quite rightly so. One would never expect the press in Victoria to think kindly
toward a Labor Government. In fact, it was generally believed for many years, when the
Labor Party was in opposition, that the press was hostile towards it. I know that the
Leader of the Opposition has his own views about the media, as I do; he has a very hostile
attitude to them.
However, having been a member of the Government party for three and a half years,
my experience is that there is no justification for members of the Cain Labor Government
to be dissatisfied with the reporting by the media of the political scene in this State. The
media have given the Labor Government due acknowledgment of where it has performed
well and have certainly criticized it where, in their opinion, criticism is justified.
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Therefore, when I look for reviews about the Robert Jolly Budget, I must look to the
media. I note also that the Director of the Metal Trades Industry Association, Mr Bob
Herbert, described the Budget as another step in the right direction by the Cain
Government. The President of the Small Business Association Ltd, Mr Peter Boyle-who
is well known to the Leader of the Opposition-congratulated the Government for raising
the pay-roll tax threshold and abolishing a number of stamp duties.
These are employer organizations, one of which one would expect to be politically
hostile to a Labor Government.
Honourable members interjecting.

Mr REMINGTON-On this occasion, the Executive Director of the Employers
Federation of Victoria, Mr Ian Spicer, also supported the Budget saying that he hoped the
private sector could play a bigger part in the economic recovery of the State. The whole
economic objective of the Cain Labor Government has been to revitalize the private
enterprise system in this State.
In its first, second and third Budgets, the Government injected a tremendous amount
of capital into the capital works program and was successful because, we, as a Government,
realize that we cannot achieve any social reforms unless we have a strong and effective
private enterprise system running In the State.
People know where I stand. I am a strong supporter of the private enterprise system,
like many members of the Opposition. After the previous Liberal Government had control
of this State for many years, the State was in a desperate situation. The only record the
previous Government broke was the record of bankruptcies that occurred year after year.
Honourable members interjecting.

Mr REMINGTON-I know that the Liberal Opposition becomes slightly agitated
when reference is made to its dismal economic performance. When the building industry
was on its knees there was a lot of talk of manufacturing industries closing down. There
were headlines about land transactions and corruption.
Honourable members interjecting.

Mr REMINGTON-I can understand why Opposition members get a little excited
when I remind them of these things. Of course, Mr Acting Speaker, they do not have to
take my word for it. I am certain that the Leader of the Opposition, the honourable
member for Burwood, will be fascinated by the comments I am about to make. I have
great sympathy for the Leader of the Opposition who did very well at the last election
despite the fact that he had very few policies. I have paid him that tribute in the past.
When I say the State was in a mess when the Liberal Party was in government, honourable
members do not have to take my word for it, but I ask honourable members opposite to
pay heed to the comments I am about to make. The Leader of the Opposition should cease
interjecting because I am sure he would want members of his caucus to hear what I am
about to say.
I refer to a statement made by none other than the now present honourable member for
Polwarth, the aspiring Leader, Mr Ian Smith, the then honourable member for
Warmambool and Minister of Agriculture. These are not my comments.
Mr PERRIN (Bulleen)-On a point of order, the honourable member for Melbourne is
obviously quoting from a document and I ask him to identify the source of the quotation.
Mr REMINGTON (Melbourne)-There is no point of order, Mr Acting Speaker.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Kirkwood)-Order! One has to admire the tenacity of
the honourable member for Melbourne. His opinion is correct, there is no point of order,
but I ask the honourable member for Melbourne to advise the House from which document
he is quoting.
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Mr REMINGTON-At this stage, anyone listening to me would be well aware that I
have not quoted from a document. If the honourable member for Bulleen had said I was
about to quote from a document, he would have been correct. I would then have been
prepared to state that it is the Warrnambool Standard of Saturday, 23 May 1981. I will be
pleased to give the Leader of the Opposition a copy of the article which comments on
years of Liberal Government in this State.
The point I am making is that the present Government took over a State that was
literally in a shambles-it was in an economic mess. This is what the would-be Leader of
the Opposition had to say on the economic situation that existed at that time. He refers,
in great loyalty, to his Leader and describes the Premier as a man who could not say,
HNo". That is fair enough. The article states:
'The sort of democracy he runs is that he listens to everyone and agrees with them all," Mr Smith said.

Mr RICHARDSON (Forest Hill)-On a point of order, I am prepared to believe that
the honourable member for Melbourne is quoting accurately. I know he would be an
honourable man and would not distort or misquote anything which was in the newspaper
to which he is referring, but I ask the honourable member to inform the House, when the
honourable member for Warrnambool, who is now the honourable member for Polwarth,
is referring to the Leader, to which particular Leader is he referring.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Kirkwood)-Order! There is no point of order. I am sure
that the House would be unanimous in expecting the honourable member for Melbourne
to eventually get to the point.
Mr REMINGTON (Melbourne)-I did say that the year was 1981 and I would have
thought that even the honourable member for Forest Hill would have known that the then
Leader was Premier Hamer.
I am making a comparison of the economic situation that existed before the Labor
Government took office with the position that exists today. I am quoting the comments of
Mr Smith who is now the honourable member for Polwarth. The article states further:
Undertakings given by the Premier were held up for years by inter-departmental bickering. "People are told
things were going to happen, and they say, but you might die before they do." Mr Smith said.

Mr RICHARDSON (Forest Hill)-On a point of order, Mr Acting Speaker, I direct
your attention to Standing Order No. 99 at page 32 of the Standing Orders which states:
No member shall digress from the subject-matter of any question under discussion.

It really requires an exceedingly long bow to be drawn if one is to accept that references to
leadership in 1981 have any possible relevance to an Appropriate Bill before the House in
1985.

The honourable member for Melbourne is well known for his use of colourful expressions,
for his inventive turn of phrase, and for his incredible footwork in being able to skate
around Standing Orders. It seems to me that, on this occasion, to refer to events which
occurred in 1981 in a debate concerned with the appropriation of funds which are to be
expended by the Government in 1985-86 is really stretching the credibility of the Chair a
little too far.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Kirkwood)-Order! The House is probably aware that
Order No. 99 has already been referred to today. The same ruling that was given
at that tIme will be given now. The honourable member for·Melbourne is trying to prove
that there is a comparison' between the events he is outlining and the events occurring
now. There is no point of order.
Standin~

Mr REMINGTON (Melbourne)-Today the Department of Management and Budget
is a highly organized, extremely efficient and well-run department. That was obviously not
the case in 1981 prior to when the Labor Party came to office.
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In the past, the Premier often used to carry the responsibilities of Treasurer. After the
Labor Party had been in government for approximately twelve months, one official from
the Department of Management and Budget remarked on the change of style of the Cain
Government's Treasurer to that of the previous Treasurer. He indicated that the former
Treasurer, Mr Lindsay Thompson, used to call in to the department on a Friday afternoon
to sign the cheques. That was the amount of time that the previous Treasurer was able to
give to his Treasury duties.
I shall return to the comments made by the then Minister of Agriculture, the present
honourable member for Polwarth. He stated:
Ministers have become so confused by change in leadership styles that they are running round and round in
circles.

I ask honourable members to compare that with the well-organized, highly-disciplined
performance of the Cain Government. The then Minister of Agriculture went on to say:
Many ofthem have no direction at all.

That was a Minister talking about his colleagues. I can see some of the new members of
the Opposition smiling about those statements. No doubt that was the type of performance
that encouraged those members to stand for preselection in order to win seats to make
matters better for their party.
The then' Minister of Agriculture further stated:
I think Hamer has almost lost his identity.

He also stated that there were very few willing horses in the then Government. Many of
those ponies are still galloping around today and the honourable member for Polwarth is
the young stallion who aims to lead them.
I do not ask honourable members to take my word as the gospel truth, because politicians
are cynics, but the then Minister of Agriculture went on to say:
The job of getting the State in order is a mammoth task.

The then Minister was perfectly correct when he made that statement. He indicated that
he would reign in the bureaucracy and create a minerals boom.
A man aspiring to be the Leader of the Opposition and who thinks of himself as a future
Premie.r had at that time as his economic prescription for overcoming the ills that the
Labor Party inherited, the creation of a minerals boom in Victoria. I thought gold was
discovered in 1851! The man who hopes to be the Premier of this State is going to
overcome economic problems by creating a minerals boom. I suppose he will supply free
metal detectors to anyone who applies for them. What absolute nonsense! However, the
then Minister of Agriculture did not speak all nonsense because he went on to say that:
Investment is leaving Victoria at a frightening rate.

There is more fascinating and interesting material in the article in the Warrnambool
Standard from which I am quoting. I have several copies of the article, and I shall make
them available to the House. I have a special copy for the Leader of the Opposition.
After the Budget was introduced, it received plaudits throughout the media. Newspaper
after newspaper acknowledged the excellence of the Budget brought down by the Treasurer.
The Herald, never looked upon as a great supporter of the Labor Party, stated that the
Budget was a neat piece of housekeeping and that it was an extension of the Cain
Government's economic strategy which saw a massive climbing of the economy early in
its first term. Some honourable members have criticized the Government for pnming the
pump. Of course, the Government did that. The Government put millions of dollars into
capital works to get the State going again.
The Age reported that the Cain Government had set the economic environment for a
proper sustained recovery in this State, and that it was now up to the private enterprise
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system. The Government will not mollycoddle private enterprise; it will help it by injecting
capital into the economy, and it will help the export industry and the rural industry.
However, the Government is not in government to mollycoddle private enterprise.
Members of the National Party are interjecting. That reminds me of another headline
that the then Minister of Agriculture, the present honourable member for Polwarth, made
in 1981 when he stated that the future of primary industry was excellent.
The Age made many comments about the Budget. It stated that:
The Cain Government has generally managed the economy well.

It further stated that the Budget was a confident statement by a Government which had
been lucky and which had had the good sense to use its luck creatively. If one works hard,
it is remarkable how lucky one can be; if one works hard, one will be rewarded.

The Treasurer stated in his Budget speech that the main danger to economic success is
if the business community fails to pick up the challenge. That is the main thread of what I
am saying. Private enterprise is involved in massive takeovers, and I do not understand
how that adds to the economic strengt~ of the nation. In the long term, the economic
takeovers are bad because the ultimate cost of the higher prices that shareholders obtain
is paid by the consumer who uses goods and services.
The Government appeals to private enterprise to ""get into it". The Government wants
lean, hungry types on boards of management; it does not want the old men sitting out
their years. The Government wants private enterprise to be aggressive and efficient,
especially in the export industry. The main wealth of the country does not come from
employing public servants or employing people in the service industries. The main wealth
of Australia comes from the export industries.
I am somewhat disturbed at the lack of aggression shown by private enterprise in the
pursuance of export markets. In the Budget, the Government has set aside funds to assist
the export sector. It should not have to be the role of the Government to take the lead in
the export sector as that should be the role of the Victorian Chamber of Manufactures and
the metals industry.
The Age stated that the Budget was encouraging Victoria to become rich again, and the
praise flowed on.
Honourable members have heard other speakers say that at the time the Budget was
brought down, the unemployment rate in Victoria was 6·2 per cent, being 2·3 per cent
lower than the average for Australia, which was 8·5 per cent. That has been achieved by
an extremely satisfactory partnership between the Cain Government and the private
enterprise system. -Today private enterprise must feel confident. When the Labor Party
came into office, the electorate I represent, which is the linchpin of the State-Melbournewas in difficulty. Only two major construction projects were being undertaken-the Rialto
project and one other.
Today one can stand on the steps of Parliament House and see 30 projects under way.
If any criticism can be made of the Government, it is probably that it has overheated the
market. In this Budget the Government has rightly pulled back its projections for capital
works programs.
If the Victoria Project were to start tomorrow, it would not be able to obtain skilled
workers. The Grollo Group Pty Ltd has had enormous difficulties in finding sufficient
hard plasterers to undertake the Rialto project. Many other developers and people in the
building and construction industry are having difficulty in finding skilled tradesmen.

Members of the Opposition have said that those projects do not create jobs. I have
never been to university and was not highly educated, but the logic of that assertion
escapes me. In the last full year of the former Liberal Government, 27 000 residential
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building approvals were granted in Victoria. In 1984-85 45 000 approvals were granted.
That is a tremendous boost to the Victorian building industry.
Not long ago the Government injected funds through its Budget into the motor industry
to get it up and moving. In the last year of the former Liberal Government registrations of
new motor cars and station wagons totalled 114 000. In 1984-85 the figure was 184 000,
which must be an all-time record for new vehicles registered in Victoria.
In conclusion, I am proud that Victoria leads Australia in employment, economic
growth and fixed capital expenditure estimated at 12 per cent, which is twice the rate
forecast for the rest of Australia. I offer my sincere congratulations to the Victorian
Treasurer. He has a tremendous career ahead of him. I know of no other Victorian who
has contributed more to the economic success of Victoria than the current Treasurer, Mr
Rob Jolly.

Mr JASPER (Murray Valley)-I have listened with interest to the contribution of the
honourable member for Melbourne. Actually his speech was a speech of newspaper
quotations. He should step out of the Chamber and meet some of the journalists from
those newspapers, take them on to the front steps of Parliament House and go over the
chronology of the 30 developments that he can see from those steps.
Honourable members can understand why the honourable member for Melbourne does
not have a sound concept of the Victorian scene. He almost fits into the category of the
Victorian Treasurer, who is an economic theorist. The honourable member has used
quotations from newspapers to back up what he believes is the strong economic
development taking place in Victoria. However, his key point was that he and the
Government are looking to private enterprise to lead the State from now on. The
honourable member said that the Labor Government, in its first three years of office, set a
pattern of spending and of increasing the number of employed, although they are all in the
public sector. The Government is now saying that, if the Victorian economy is to improve
further, private enterprise must lead the way.
It is certainly interesting to hear a socialist Government say that it must rely on private
enterprise. Fortunately, some members of the Labor Party and most members of the
opposition parties understand that the wealth produced in Victoria is created by private
enterprise and not by Governments encouraging and expanding developments and
employing people in the public sector.

An interesting comment of the honourable member for Melbourne was that, in quoting
from articles, he mentioned the assistance that would be provided for rural industries.
When taken to task by the opposition parties, particularly the National Party, and when
responding to an interjection from the honourable member for Geelong, it appeared that
the honourable member for Melbourne thought rural industries were in Geelong! That
illustrates the far-sightedness and current thinking of the Government.
The Government should examine what is occurring in country Victoria, because that
will be the key to success in the future.

Mr Simpson-Wangaratta has not done too badly.
Mr JASPER-Wangaratta has done very well, but that is because of the fine
representation of the honourable member for Murray Valley. Residents of Wangaratta
have worked hard to get where they are, but they will need to work much harder in the
future because of decisions taken by this Government. In deference to the honourable
member for Niddrie, I point out that, in speaking on the Appropriation Bill in this place
over a number of years, I have always tried to give credit where it is due. Any Government
operating in Victoria or Australia must produce some good. Any Government must carry
out some actions that are supported by the public and are good for the State or nation.
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I shall quote three or four instances from the Budget speech because it is important that
the National Party recognizes that the Government has some concern for Victoria and
that many of its actions will be to the advantage of Victorians.
The removal of stamp duty on workers compensation premiums is one instance. I
admire the Government for taking on the huge cost of workers compensation and trying
to reduce premiums for businesses. Although it is not precisely the way the National Party
would make changes to workers compensation in Victoria, stamp duty on premiums was
reduced to 3·5 per cent in the last Budget and this Budget removes the remainder.
The Government has also increased the basic pay-roll tax exemption from $215 000 to
$230 000 and has increased the threshold of annual pay-roll at which the 6 per cent rate
begins from $1·1 million to $1·2 million.
I must mention the actions taken by the Government to assist the Victorian wine
industry. The fee paid by a vigneron will now be $150, regardless of cellar door sales of a
specific winery. Mr Deputy Speaker, you would be aware that all wineries in north-eastern
Victoria are in the Murray Valley electorate. Those wineries appreciate the actions taken
by the Government in encouraging further growth in the wine Industry.
I applaud the actions taken by the Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources
who has been responsible for assisting major developments to take place in Victoria with
Government support. The Government supported the development of the authentication
program launched last week and recognizes its importance to the wine industry.
The Government recognizes that other areas are important, not just the wine industry.
Money has been spent on tourism, which is an expanding industry, particularly in northeastern Victoria where there is tremendous potential for development.
On page 3 of the Budget speech the Treasurer said:
The stimulus provided from past public works programs can be seen as one of the major reasons for Victoria's
strong economic performance over the past two years.

The Government has dramatically expanded the funds provided to capital works. The
problem is whether Victoria can afford the enormous expansion in public works programs
and the consequent increase in employment within the Public Service.
In the first three years of the Labor Government 10000 additional public servants were
employed. That may help employment in the State, but it will be to its detriment in the
future.
At the end of the Budget speech, the Treasurer said:
The Government, for its part, is committed to providing the environment for private enterprise to flourish.
However, the private sector is the key to meeting the growth challenge.

That is a major statement because it indicates that the Government recognizes that private
enterprise, in the long term, and even in the short term, will be the key to further expansion
within the State.
Underpinning the Budget is the belief that economic growth will be between 4·5 and 5
per cent. Those figures are higher than the estimated growth rates provided by the Federal
Government and assume an increase in revenue and an expansion of the revenue producing
items that will increase economic growth. Part of that growth relies on an increase in real
business investment, including private housing investment, of 12 per cent-twice the rate
that the Government is expecting in economic growth in real terms over the next twelve
months. The figure of 12 per cent will be difficult to meet. If private housing investment is
included and is related to the Residential Tenancies Bill now before the Parliament, it is
difficult to see how that figure can be attained by an expansion in private housing
investment.
If the Government proceeds with the Residential Tenancies Bill it will protect 5 per
cent of the landlords who may not be operating effectively and 5 per cent of tenants who
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are described as "bad" tenants. The proposed le$islation is to the detriment of Victoria
and will restrict an expansion in the funding of pnvate housing development.
The Budget Papers estimate an increase in spending in the order of 8 per cent. The
Department of Agriculture and Rural Affairs has reduced funding by 2·7 per cent. I shall
deal with that matter later when I deal with Government departments generally. Rural
industry is in a difficult situation and yet the department that serves rural interests is to
have a decrease in its funding. National Party members believe that will have a disastrous
effect on the rural community. Surely the Government would be better advised to increase
the funding in that area to assist country industries to maintain and to develop their areas
of concern.
Unfortunately, the Government does not understand the problems facing businesses
and people in country Victoria. Country Victorians believe that the State and Federal
Governments, together with militant unions, are attacking people who are the real wealth
producers of this nation. Recent taxation measures by the Federal Government provide a
clear indication that it does not have any understanding of rural businesses. My concern
and the concern of people whom I represent is that the Government has no understanding
of country people.
On many occasions I have spoken about the difficulties and problems that are not
understood by a centralist Government. The previous Liberal Government did not have
the best understanding of many of the problems facing country people, but I am certain
that the Labor Government's understanding is even less than that of the previous Liberal
Government.
I am pleased that the Premier is travelling to the electorate of Murray Valley to open a
field day at the Rutherglen research institute. I am not sure that he will be welcomed by
many people in my electorate, especially primary producers, but they will treat him with
the courtesy he deserves, even though many people may say that he does not deserve it.
Country people have many disadvantages in living in rural areas. In discussions I have
had with many Ministers, the argument they put forward is, "Where is the population?
The Government is servicing the areas where the majority of people live". Unfortunately,
if that is the case, country Victorians will receive less and less assistance.
On previous occasions in this House I have mentioned the problems of housing. The
Government has changed its thinking about the funding of housing; the majority of
housing funds are spent in metropolitan Melbourne, which illustrates a lack of recognition
of the considerable shortage of housing in country areas. I have submitted to the Treasurer
and the Minister for Housing that more funds should be allocated to country areas to take
account of the special disadvantages country people have to endure and that the
Government should not be funding on a per capita basis.
I have spoken in the House on many occasions about the parity pricing policies of the
Federal Government and the 60 per cent levy on fuel. I have highlighted the tremendous
difficulty this places on rural people. There are no trams, trains or buses available in
country Victoria as there are in metropolitan Melbourne, certainly not to the same extent.
The motor vehicle is an essential means of transport for country people to go about their
everyday work and living. The discounting of fuel that has occurred in metropolitan
Melbourne is disastrous for country people because no discounts are available in the rural
areas of Victoria. A difference of at least 10 cents a litre exists in the price of petrol in
metropolitan Melbourne as compared to country Victoria.
The Government is allowing the oil companies to manipulate the price of fuel. What
has happened to the Prices Commissioner in Victoria? What has happened to the trigger
price for fuel? So far as the State Government was concerned, I applauded the fact that it
had proclaimed the legislation which was passed but which the previous Government had
not proclaimed.
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I applauded the Government for appointing a Prices Commissioner and for setting a
trigger price for fuel and then indicating that the maximum increase for country areas
would be 1 per cent a litre, but now, through my contact with the Prices Commissioner, it
has been indicated to me that there is no trigger price operating, especially in country
areas. As a result, there is discounted fuel in the metropolitan area and the people in
country areas are subsidizing that discounting.
I am not opposed to people buying fuel at the cheapest possible prices; if I lived in
Melbourne I would be buying my fuel at the cheapest price. It is important to the economy
of the State and Australia that this no longer be left to manipulation by oil companies and
that the price structure ensures that there is uniform pricing for all Victorians. The
Government should consider reintroducing a tri~er price for fuel that will be effective in
country areas so there will be uniformly lower pnces.
With regard to education, here again country children are in a difficult position in
achieving higher standards. There is talk about shortages of teachers and I can understand
the concern of the Minister for Education. I support him in his comments that the number
of teachers in the work force cannot be expanded when there will be a large reduction in
student intakes in 1986, but there should be a balance of teachers across the State with a
full range of teachers providing a comprehensive education for all students.
There is a problem with music teachers in the electorate of Murray Valley, because a
number oflarge high schools do not have the benefit of music teachers. I need only quote
one figure to highlight the reduction in capital works funding being provided by the
Government in country areas. In the Goulburn-north-eastern educational region, the
capital works funding has dropped in real dollar terms from $3·345 million in 1983-84 to
a miserable $0·92 million in 1985-86. That typifies the reduction in funding being provided
for capital works. In actual terms the reduction in funding for capital and maintenance
works in the Goulburn-north-eastern education region is from $7·51 million to $5·99
million in the current financial year.
Regional officers of the Education Department consider that that is an absolute disaster
because they are not able to provide funding for capital works within the region. It is an
indictment of the Government that it is presenting so-called facts and figures-just
economic theory-and suggesting that there will be additional funding for capital works
across Victoria. The figures I have quoted reveal what is happening in the Goulburn-northeastern region.
The Government cannot come into the House and quote figures that are totally
inaccurate. It should talk to the responsible people; it will then understand what is
happening. How can people in country areas receive justice and equality of opportunity
when the Government considers matters purely and SImply on a per capIta basis? It asks,
"Where are the people living in Victoria?" The majority live in metropolitan Melbourne
and therefore they get the greatest support.
Mr Ross-Edwards-Where the votes are!
Mr JASPER-That may be so and I am not surprised that the Leader of the National
Party has to make that sort of comment. He knows better than I do-he has been here
longer than I have-that there should be special consideration for people living in country
areas because of the disadvantages they suffer.
It is also important to mention what the Government has done to country tertiary
students. It proceeded to close the hostels in Melbourne. What do these tertiary students
do when they have finished their secondary education in country areas? They come to
Melbourne for higher education, and what has the Government done? It has proceeded to
close the hostels in which students were able to find adequate accommodation for a
reasonable price.

One has only to talk to people who have had to bring students to Melbourne for tertiary
education to understand the difficulties experienced in finding accommodation. Earlier
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this year accommodation was provided at the migrant hostel at Maribyrnong, which is
now called the Phillip Hostel, and approximately 60 students were able to use that facility.
The Federal Government then said it would take over that hostel as it wanted to bring in
more migrants. The management of the hostel wanted to provide 150 places for students
from country areas. This shows what the Government thinks of country people! It will be
to the total disadvantage of a complete education system for country people who are in
the most difficult situation for obtaining the higher standards of education. It is necessary
for tertiary students to come to Melbourne to achieve that level of education.
There are many other areas in which the National Party believes country people are
operating at a disadvantage. The Government should take note of the matters that many
National Party speakers will bring forward during the Budget debate out of genuine
concern for the future of people living in country areas.
I am pleased that the Minister for Water Resources is at the table as I shall refer to the
removal of the subsidy for water and sewerage authorities. The Minister is a city Minister
who does not understand what is happening in country areas, but I suggest he considers
this because there are many sewerage and water authorities in country Victoria that cannot
afford to provide the needed funds for sewerage and water developments.
If the Government continues to charge the highest rates of interest to country water and
sewerage authorities, they will not be able to develop. They do not have the income base
to fund developments that are taking place. If the Minister believes country people should
not have the equivalent services to those provided in metropolitan Melbourne, let him
come out and say that! If the Government believes country people should be paying higher
water and sewerage rates, let him come out and say that!
Mr Kennedy interjected.
Mr JASPER-The honourable member for Bendigo West lacks an understanding of
the situation. He does not understand country Victorians; he does not want to. Honourable
members heard that in the debate on the Victorian Economic Development Corporation
(Amendment) Bill when he suggested that assistance was being provided.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Fogarty)-Order! Would the honourable member for
Murray Valley bring the debate back to the Appropriation Bill.
Mr JASPER-I am on the Appropriation Bill; I am on the area of industry, technology
and resources.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER-Order! I understood that the honourable member for
Murray Valley was whispering sweet words oflove to the honourable member for Bendigo
West. He should ignore the interjections.
Mr JASPER-I was referring especially to the Victorian Economic Development
Corporation (Amendment) Bill.
The honourable member for Bendigo West did not understand that for three years the
Minister had been providing approvals for funding for business development in Bendigo
when the legislation had not been proclaimed. The honourable member for Bendigo West
lives in a small area and he is not concerned about other country areas.
Recognition should be afforded the special problems of country areas. If the Minister
for Water Resources has a desire to understand the special problems of country areas in
relation to the funding of water and sewerage authorities, I urge the Minister to talk with
people not only within his department but also with those who operate country water and
sewerage authorities so that he can obtain a true understanding of what is happening.
Unless there are changes made and assistance provided, the Government will discover
that water and sewerage authorities across the State will be on the Government's back for
more funding because they cannot afford to pay the high rates.
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The Government can claim it is trying to achieve equivalent rates across the State, but
it should be looking at providing adequate funding for water and sewerage authorities in
country areas. In the township of Rutherglen there is a major sewerage project under way
that needs to be closely investigated to determine an adequate level of funding assistance.
There are many other areas of concern in the Budget. I hope that, during the Committee
stage, I shall be able to highlight the shortcomings of the Government in recognizing the
major problems that face country people, country industries, primary producers and,
indeed, all those people who live outside the Melbourne metropolitan area.
Mr PESCOTT (Bennettswood)-I am pleased to have the opportunity of joining the
debate on the Budget. I shall talk especially on the Government's expenditure on tourism.
I am sad to report that I must commence my remarks with a most flagrant example of
Government maladministration and dishonesty, which is almost beyond imagination. I
shall refer to a number of documents which I have obtained under the Freedom of
Information Act. The first is a document dated 17 October 1985. It is a letter from the
Chairman of the Victorian Tourism Commission to Dr P. Sheehan, Director-General of
the Department of Management and Budget. That letter states, inter alia:
The State Transport Authority has handed over occupancy and control ofthe Chalet to the Tourism Commission
as at 12 October. However, no provision was made in the tourism budget for operational costs of Mount Buffalo
and we have no monies in hand for the payment of wages of staff.
Enquiries to the Minister for Transport led to his informing us that monies previously in the transport budget
for Mount Buffalo Chalet had been duly deducted from that budget. It is apparent, however, that no compensating
amount has been provided to the Tourism Commission.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Fogarty)-Order! I should ask the honourable member
for Bennettswood to table the documents so that some other honourable member at a
later stage does not have to request the documents to be tabled.
Mr PESCOTT-I am happy to table the documents. It is clear from this letter that, as
late as last week, the Government had not allowed for the funding of the Mount Buffalo
Chalet.
Mr Jasper-Have you ever been up there?
Mr PESCOTT- Yes, I have. This is one small area of Government administration
which is missing from the Budget Papers. One wonders how many other small areas of
Government administration are missing from the Budget Papers.
Leaving aside this example of bungling, I also have a copy of a minute from the
Chairman of the Victorian Tourism Commission dated 2 October 1985 to someone called
""The Minister". It cannot be the Minister for Tourism because there is no such Minister.
The minute states, inter alia:
You will be aware that there have been two areas of concern affecting the formal transfer of ownership, those
being the probability of industrial disruption and the need to determine an appropriate amount of working
capital to be provided by the Department of Management and Budget or the State Transport Authority to enable
an efficient handover to be effected.
The question of industrial action is to be determined as part of a wider range of issues between the Minister
for Transport and the Australian Railways Union, however the question of Mount Buffalo finances has yet to be
resolved.
The Directors ofVictour Properties Pty. Ltd. have conducted a cursory examination of the Chalet accounts in
an attempt to quantify the level of subsidy required. Much is unable to be determined conclusively, due to the
way in which Railways accounts are kept, but it is apparent that any commitments of a capital nature made by
the State Transport Authority for 1985/86 ought to be met by that Authority.
The issue of working capital is something ofa "Pandora's Box", as much is dependent on climatic conditions
and the absence of bushfires for a successful year's trading. I am advised that the Chalet suffered an operating
loss during 1984/85 of$377 000, and $382 000 in 1983/84.
The major cost factor in the Chalet's operations is that of salaries, wages and allowances which are presently
estimated at $1· 7 million, or $24 000 per employee.

1198

ASSEMBLY

23 October 1985

Appropriation (1985-86, No. 1) Bill

That is an enormous amount of money to be pai4 to people working in an establishment
such as the Mount Buffalo Chalet. The minute further states:
The Question of taxation liability ofVictour Properties for the present high level of employee benefits enjoyed
by·Chalet staff. cannot be properly addressed until the amendments to Federal Taxation Legislation are known,
but can ,reasonably be estimated at $50 000. Some additional accommodation might be needed from the
Department of Management and Budget to compensate for this in due course.
It is the intention ofVictour Properties to borrow in excess of$l million for the upgrading of guest facilities at
the Chalet during the next two years.

These two documents are a terrible indictment of the Government and its ability~ to
conduct a business, let alone its ability to run the economy of the State. The Mount Buffalo
Chalet has incurred massive financial losses in the hands of V/Line. I have documents
which show that the effective transfer of the chalet should have occurred last January and
that the unions which run the chalet have had such a good rort with subsidized holidays
for their members that even to this day they have not allowed the effective transfer to take
place.
The taxpayers of Victoria have been subsidizing a disgraceful misuse of a Government
enterprise which has benefited the railway union more than others in the community. No
mention is made of that subsidy in the Budget Papers.
The first document I referred to showed that the railways have not even accounted for
their loss in the current Budget. The Victorian Tourism Commission was not in a position
to account for it in its 'budget beca~se it has not yet taken control of the chalet .
. Even more alarming are some documents I received under the Freedom of Information
Act that referred to letters written by the Chairman of the Victorian Tourism Commission,
Mr Don Dunstan, to Mr J. F. Fraser, branch secretary of the Australian Railways Union,
in April and May 1984. I quote firstly from the letter of April 1984, which reads:
Consideration has been given to your proposal that the chalet be administered by a partnership comprising the
State Transport Authority and the Victorian Tourism Commission. Unfortunately, if the State Transport Authority
were directly involved. the limitations of the Financial Agreement of 1927 would apply to limit borrowings to
the Loan Council approved semi-government borrowing program.

There was a letter in between and then in May 1984, when Mr Dunstan wrote again to Mr
Fraser and said:
In order to find money in what is already, as you will be aware, a tight budget situation in Victoria and
particularly a tight budget situation for the transport authority, it is necessary to be in a position to borrow
monies outside the restrictions of the financial agreement between the States and the Commonwealth.

That is an amazing thing to say. The letter goes on:
That can only be done by a registered company, not considered to be within the category of a public
instrumentality. The Tourism Commission Act was specifically passed to provide the Tourism Commission
with the means of creating wholly owned State companies which could borrow outside the loan fund.

This was a deliberate attempt to get around the Loan Council. It was an attempt to go
beyond the so-called global limits, which came into discussion in another place on the
issue of the Capital Works Authority. It is an extension of the shoddy practices that were
revealed when we exposed the existence of the Capital Works Authority, which were
designed to circumvent the normal financial arrangements of all previous Governments
in this State.
This kind of activity is a disgrace. It is the act of a dishonest Government, a dishonest
Premier and a dishonest Treasurer. Nothing in the Budget Papers explains this procedure.
We want to know how many other procedures like this are being carried out. Here is
positive proof of the underhand activities of this Government, which is involved in raising
funds outside normal procedures. The financial agreement of 1927, referred to in these
letters, was designed specifically to limit State borrowings.
There is good reason for that. By limiting State borrowings, the private money market
is protected from the excessive burden of borrowing by the State. That protects the private
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money market from the sorts of interest rate pressures which come from too many people
in the market trying to acquire the scarce resources available.
Ultimately, that affects home loan interest rates and the financial affairs of everyone in
the community. It is another example of the State having to go outside an established
practice which has stood the test of time for over SS years. It has been done in the name
of a so-called program of responsible economic development.
That type of activity removes Government spending from the scrutiny of Parliament.
It is a contempt of Parliament, and the Government should be condemned for its money
mismanagement, lack of accountability and sheer dishonesty. The Budget documents are
dishonest in this area, and one may ask in what other areas are they dishonest. How often
has this happened? Honourable members will never know-Parliament and the people of
Victoria will never know how often this has happened. However, we must be for ever
vigilant as we see unveiled the types of activities in which the Government becomes
involved.
I shall now turn to the section in the Budget dealing with the Victorian Tourism
Commission. In Budget Paper No. 3, Program No. 476, one finds that total expenditure
for the year is estimated at just less than $27 million. That is an increase of 28·4 per cent
over the previous year. No honourable member in this Chamber would be at odds with
the aim of the Government to promote tourism in Victoria and in his comments in Budget
Paper No. 4, the Treasurer rightly stated that:
Victoria has significant advantages as a business and tourist destination. The State is compact, central to about
70 per cent of the nation's population and has the most highly developed system of transport in the country,
ensuring easy access to its tourist attractions.

One may doubt the comments relating to the transport system. The Treasurer went on to
state:
The importance of tourism to the Victorian economy can be judged from its contribution to employment and
production. About 57000 people are directly employed in the travel industry in Victoria. The number directly
and indirectly employed in this sector is 117000.

Tourism is a wonderful sunrise industry. However, one needs to ask why things have gone
so badly; why has the number of tourists visiting Victoria been declining; why were there
1·4 million more Victorians leaving Victoria to go interstate for their holidays than the
number of interstate visitors coming to Victoria during the twelve-month period ended
January 1984-which is the only year for which statistics have been published?
An estimate of the revenue that has been lost in that one year alone must be at least
$100 million on the assumption that the average tourist would spend at least $100 a day
on accommodation, fares, food and so on.
Why did all other States receive more tourists from interstate when Victoria had a
deficit? Why did the last Liberal Government manage to encourage tourism successfully
with a Budget allocation of only $9 million when the present Government's present
allocation represents a 200 per cent increase over a four-year period and currently stands
at $27 million? Tourism was increasing when the Liberal Government was in power but
it is now decreasing.
The full story about the decline of Victorian tourism is difficult to put together. In
addition to the statistics I have already mentioned, which come from the Australian
Bureau of Statistics and which were released last month, there are figures supplied by the
""Domestic Tourism Monitor" issued by the Australian Standing Committee on Tourism.
However, they do not cover the same calendar year and different figures deal with different
financial years. Although they are different figures, they tell the same story.
The figures show a downturn from a peak of 13·25 million tourists in 1981-82 to 13·1
million in each of the next two financial years. This is a decline of200 000 tourists in both
of those years.
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Current tabulations of statistics are eagerly awaited, but I am told reliably that the
former research company which had been involved has been replaced, and a new company
is going to prepare the statistics; but it is going to use different methods.
Therefore, one will never be able to compare properly the record of this Government
on the number of tourists entering Victoria, even though it is widely acknowledged that
the number of tourists visiting Victoria is decreasing.
There should be no confusion. Every other State listed in the "Domestic Tourism
Monitor" has shown increases in the number of tourists visiting those States. Victoria has
been in the tourism doldrums since this Government came to power. There has been a
drop of200 000 tourists for each year there have been statistics since the Cain Government
assumed office, and this represents conservatively a loss of$20 million if one assumes that
each tourist would have spent $100 a day.
The Victorian tourism industry is in a shambles. It has been described by the current
Government as a large growth area, and it should be providing impetus for the type of
small business that could be the backbone of our economic progress. However, the industry
is leaderless and there is, as I said earlier, no Minister for tourism in the present Cain
Government as there was no Minister for tourism in the previous Cain Government. The
Victorian Tourism Commission has one outlet in the State capital which is closed during
most of the week-end when tourists most need information. The commission is headed
by a well known former politician whose ability is undoubted but whose reputation was
made elsewhere and, whenever he appears, people's first reaction is to think of South
Australia, not Victoria.
It is not the man's own fault; in fact, it is a credit to him that people identify him with a
particular State, wherever he goes. Whoever thought a successful politician in one State
could swap boundaries and induce people to think of travelling in another State is out of
his mind.

Other reasons could be put forward to try to explain what has gone wrong. Naturally, I
shall proffer a few. Could it be that the Government is totally unco-ordinated in its tourism
program, allowing, for example, V/Line to have its own strong tourism push, which does
not always tally with the work being carried out by the Victorian Tourism Commission?
I have with me a glossy pamphlet put out by V/Line. Half of it deals with taking people
for holidays outside Victoria, and the other half deals with Victoria. The pamphlet makes
no reference whatsoever to Victoria's second largest city, Geelong, which is the gateway to
an extremely important tourist area. Could it be that too much money has been spent on
glossy publicity material that is too wishy-washy? Some of this material is extrenlely well
presented, but it is singularly unhelpful to outsiders who are choosing or trying to choose
where to go.
I shall refer to the most recent brochure called Victoria. The State of Great Adventures.
The brochure lists various activities but still gives no guide or preference for places that
might be useful to visit. Under the heading "Bushwalking" there is not one reference to
the Grampians which are known throughout Victoria as one of the most interesting and
best places for bushwalking.
There is also a section in the brochure on horse-drawn caravanning from which I shall
quote. It mentions that a starting point is Bridgewater-on-Loddon, which is about 200
kilometres north west of Melbourne. The section states:
There. a horse will be chosen to suit your experience. You'll be shown how to groom, feed and harness him,
and after discussion ...

Presumably discussion with a horse... a trip will be mapped out for you. A staff member will accompany you for the first kilometre or so until you
get the hang of driving.
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There is a good suggestion that one will have a discussion with a horse and then one will
get the hang of how to drive a horse.
The Victorian Tourism Commission has a wine and food guide, and two out of the
sixteen pages, or 12 per cent of the brochure is devoted to the Coonawarra area in South
Australia. I am not sure of the reasons for that and as yet they have not been explained to
me. South Australia is some distance from the nearest area in which Victorian wine is
grown. Need I say that the high profile of former politicians from one State do not always
transport well to the work carried out in another State?
There are other problems in the industry. The Government has given no offers of help
or protection against the Federal Government's new tax package; 1000 jobs have been lost
from the hospitality industry in the first few months since that package was announced.
the Premier has not provided the increased number of historical parks that he promised
the electorate in 1981. Road signs that indicate the most important attractions are still
woefully inadequate. Those road signs usually appear right next to a tourist centre, so a
person driving along the road in a car towing a caravan would not be able to stop in time
to read the sign, or would soon be well past the tourist centre because of the bad positioning
of those signposts. They should be positioned well back along the road so that tourists can
plan their travel.
Melbourne had the opportunity of holding Australia's first Grand Prix car race but it
lost it to Adelaide, with the resultant loss of millions of dollars from overseas visitors.
Perth has the America's Cup; Adelaide has the Grand Prix; Sydney has the lion's share of
the bicentennial projects; and what does Victoria have? Victoria has no Minister for
tourism; it has massive increases in the cost of running a tourism commission; and it has
fewer tourists than should be its fair share of the market. Victoria has an over-all economic
climate that acts against the small entrepreneur who is the backbone of the tourism
industry, particularly in regional areas.
I return to the dishonesty of the Government in its declaration offunds. It has deliberately
created a body designed to avoid the normal borrowing procedures. This body is able to
borrow outside the scrutiny of Parliament. Honourable members are asked to examine
Budget Papers and debate a Budget which does not include certain areas of expenditure of
the taxpayers' money. The Government stands condemned for being a party to such
activities. I am willing to table all documents to which I have referred.
Mr HEFFERNAN (lvanhoe)-In the first Budget debate of my time in Parliament, the
Government should receive a loud and clear message that the next Liberal Government
automatically will support private enterprise and will carefully examine Government
spending.
There is no doubt in my mind that the recovery in Victoria has occurred because of
huge Government borrowings and the application of lease-back principles. In the short
term, Government spending will create economic recovery, similar to the position of a
person in the private sector who finances investment for development ofa property. It is
a short-term recovery because the long-term ramifications, including high interest
repayments, must be met.
Anyone who has borrowed money will realize that these repayments must be met, and
the truth will hit home. Repayments on projects for which the Government has borrowed
will have a significant effect on the taxpayers of today and on our children and grandchildren
tomorrow. Government spending in Australia has increased in the past ten years from
$16 147 million in 1973-74 to $77 428 million in 1983~84. It is an astronomical increase
and burden on the future taxpayers of Australia.
The Liberal Party is concerned because the Australian and Victorian private sectors are
being stifled by the effect this Government's policies are having on the private sector and
its borrowings. The Treasurer stated in his Budget speech that the private sector should
now take up the recovery in the economy. This reflects his concern that Government
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spendin~ should not carry any more of the recovery and supports the concern of the
OppositIon.

That is the reason why the Opposition is alarmed about current borrowings. By
international standards, Australia has been a nation of big government, particularly in
public sector employment. Public sector employment has certainly grown in Victoria in
the past three years.
The Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development statistics indicate that
24 per cent of Australians are employed by Governments. In the United States of America
the figure is 16·7 per cent; in the United Kingdom, 21·7 per cent; in West Germany, 4·9
per cent; and in Japan, 6·6 per cent.
Government outlays had increased from 31·6 per cent of the gross domestic product in
1973-74 to 41·8 per cent by 1983-84. This upsurge has forced Government to increase
rapidly its over-all level of taxation. The tax burden ten years ago averaged $2700 a person.
In 1983-84 it had risen to $3600 a person. I shall now refer to a newspaper cutting that I
am willing to place on file which indicates over the years to June 1984 the borrowings of
Governments and their authorities.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Kirkwood)-Order! Will the honourable member please
indicate the source of the cutting?
Mr HEFFERNAN-It is from the Australian of 27 April. It states that Governments
and their authorities have accumulated a national debt of $73 billion, almost $5000 for
each man, woman and child in Australia. It states that $16 billion of this debt is owed
overseas and that the national debt is expected to grow by 40 per cent to $105 billion in
the next two years. The interest bill to serve this debt is one of the fastest growing items in
the Government's Budget. In 1984-85 it will account for 8·8 per cent of Federal
Government outlays. Government deficits have increased dramatically since the second
world war.
In 1954 deficits for all levels of government totalled $193 million. This increased to
$ 754 million a decade ago, and by 1984 total deficits in Australia were more than $14·807
billion. One realizes from those figures the concern the Opposition has about Government
spending. Government principles have surrendered our future direction. Taxpayers are
saying to Opposition members, as members of the next Government, "Enough is enough".
The private sector can look to the future as the only way of economic recovery.
The word "deregulate" is a controversial word used by the Government. It has been
used against the Opposition. Taxpayers can look forward to deregulation taking place.
The need to deregulate can be highlighted by the fact that, in the twenty years to 1979, the
Federal and State Governments passed 16 631 Acts of Parliament and 32 551 regulations,
making a total of approximately 50 000 statutory instruments. For every $1 the
Government spends on regulation, the private sector spends $3 to comply with the
regulations made by politicians and bureaucrats.
The costs to the private sector of Federal and State business regulations in 1978-79 was
estimated to be $3720 million. This was equal to 10 per cent of the outlays of all
Governments and their authorities and 3·6 per cent of the gross domestic product. In
1978-79 the private sector was estimated to have provided 16 000 people to enable it to
comply with Federal Government regulations and a further 38 000 people to enable it to
comply with State Government regulations.
The concern of the Opposition about borrowings is supported by the Federal
Government, whose efforts to restrain borrowings have been virtually wiped out by
corresponding increases in State Government borrowings. In an effort to trim expenditure,
the Federal Government deficit was cut by 18 per cent from $8619 million in 1983 to
$ 7036 million in the financial year 1984.
The State and local government deficit has risen an astonishing 48 per cent from $3929
million to $5848 million over the same period. The Victorian deficit at this stage equals
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$400 for each man, woman and child for this year. That is $1600 for an average household.
The Government expresses alarm at the Opposition's increasing concern over the debt
that the Government is placing upon the State and its taxpayers.
The present Government myth of helping those in need is highlighted in the Budget.
Government spending hurts those in need first. The Government has forecast that total
social security and welfare spending, including health and education, will need to rise to
35 per cent of the gross domestic product compared to 22·2 per cent in 1984 to maintain
the present level of benefits. By the year 1991, 50 per cent of the population, predicted to
then be 17 million, will be in the dependent age group, those under the age of fourteen and
over the age of 65. That is a hu~e burden for the taxpayers of this State and the country.
The results of any Government mitiatives ought to be judged by its people and those most
in need in our society. I ask the Government: are the needy of our society, since the Labor
Government came to power, any better off today than they were three and a half years
ago? Certainly not! Any increase in taxes hurts this sector most. Increases have occurred
in gas, electricity, transport and health areas.
The Ministry of Transport is a classic example of bureaucracy at work. The so-called
academics of the Labor Party decided they would bring their private university experts in
to assist the Government. Firstly, they believed they had solved everything. Secondly,
they decided to increase the management, which apparently was the problem. Top level
management was increased out of all proportion at a huge cost to V/Line. The State debt
has increased. The losses have increased. Public transport is no better off and yet I
remember reading newspaper headings about the high profiles of the new Labor
management.
I assure the House that if these sorts of losses occurred in the private sector the people
in management would receive their walking tickets very quickly.
Waiting lists have increased in the health area, together with the cost of running the
system. A new Minister for Health has been appointed because the previous Minister
failed to come to grips with the administration. The expertise of his management scheme
is reflected in the mess that has occurred. Who are the sufferers from the chaos in the
health system? It is not those people who can afford to pay private medical costs, but once
again, it is the low income earners who are suffering because of the shemozzle in the health
system. One has only to appear at any public hospital to discover the waiting list and to
ascertain who these people are on those waiting lists. They are the people on low incomes.
Education has been the classical over-kill. The Government bought a temporary peace
at a cost to the taxpayer of approximately $250 million. Still the community is suffering
industrial trouble imposed on it by teacher unions; still pupils are being lost from the State
school system to the private school system. When are these pupils going to stop leaving
the system and why are they leaving?
Social welfare exemplifies the Labor story. The Government has created more
departments. It has employed more social workers and youth workers.
More reports have been asked for, yet still the needy are no better off. The latest
available income figures and surveys show how serious family poverty in Australia really
is. Neither the Federal nor the State Governments have come to grips with it. These
surveys show the poverty. They show that it is the female-headed, one-parent family that
suffers most.
The honourable member for Bendigo West may well interject, but members of the
Labor Party have lost contact with the people. The honourable member for Bendigo West
has been a Government bureaucrat all his life. He has never earned a private dollar. What
would he know? He should get out amongst the workers. Only 27·1 per cent of married
couples with two children earn less than average weekly earnings, yet 85·7 per cent of
single parents with two children earn less than average weekly earnings. In 1981-82 a
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single parent trying to raise a child had an income of nearly 30 per cent less than that of a
single person.
'
In 1981-82 there were 381 900 families with children receiving income less than the
labour force poverty line. This involved about 750 000 children.
This is the great Labor Party for the workers. In a comparison of numbers of families
living below poverty line levels in 1978-79, there has been a 54·4 per cent increase in
couples with children and a 38·6 per cent increase for one-parent families. Despite the
introduction of the family income supplement, increased payments to one-parent families
and higher family allowances for first and second children, rising unemployment and
inflation will have cancelled out most of the benefits to these people.
The unemployment rate for husbands with dependent children doubled with the 1982-83
recession. In July 1983 close to 463000 families had one or more family members
unemployed and 182 200 families had no family member employed. The spouse of an
unemployed man is more than five times as likely to be unemployed herself than the
spouse of an employed man.
The Government oUght to examine its whole social welfare problem. I assure members
of the Government party that no matter what is said in reports, increasing the number of
social welfare workers will not overcome these problems. These people require direct
financial relief and the quicker the Labor Party learns to stop its ongoing, creeping taxes,
which are hurting these people, the better off these people will be. The Labor Party can
appoint all the people it wishes as social welfare workers, and so on, but it will not
overcome the problems until it attends to these issues.
I refer to youth unemployment, which is an area that will be disastrous for the
Government. The Minister for Employment and Industrial Affairs will realize that there
is no way that he can guarantee the youth of employment age the jobs that he has indicated
he can provide. The Minister knows that now. On the issue of youth unemployment and
employment generally, I remind the Government of the problem of unemployment now
and in the future of one of Australia's closest neighbours.
Indonesia has to find work for the 17 million job seekers who will flood the labour
market in the next decade and, while the Indonesian Government can meet that challenge,
it must make special effort in rural areas which contain most of the working population. I
cite that comparison because it is a tremendous problem for Indonesia. It will have to
create significant employment. One wonders, therefore, where Australia is heading with
the high costs that are imposed on Australian employers.
Indonesia is the fifth most populous nation; unemployment is officially 2 per cent ove~
all and 6 per cent in the cities. These A~ian countries offer great cha~lenges t~ AustralIa
with regard to our unemployment; then labour costs are low. I gIve warnIng t.o the
Government that future cost increases in every direction will hurt the unemployed In the
community more than ever.
Dr WELLS (Dromana)-Victoria now stands at a major crossroad. Our community
life depends on our economic performance, which is completely dependent upon our
ability to compete on world markets. It is with this background of fierce competition on
world markets that the Budget Bill acts as a danger to us. I say a danger signal because it
shows its authors to be theoretical ideologues.
Firstly, I comment on the documentation provided with the Budget and I compliment
the Treasurer on providing more information than has been provided in the past. At the
same time, it is extremely difficult to transfer from one year to the next because of the
change in headings under which classifications are made and under which amounts aTe
listed.
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The Auditor-General has commented severely about the lack of adequate documentation
about the State debt, about the Capital Works Authority and about the Alcoa project. The
true extent of the State's debt is unclear.
I refer to the economic strategy behind the Budget documents and more than anything
else one must say that the documents continue the theme of the Government, which has
been to introduce a dangerous new era to Government management in a democracy-one
of profligate spending based upon the "spend now and let the future worry about itself'
theory.
I shall recapitulate some of the major highlights of the Government's performance.
Since it came into office it has increased taxes and charges by twice the total increase in
the consumer price index and twice the inflation rate. The Government has indulged in
the sale and lease-back of public facilities such as trams and trains. It has pushed up
borrowings from $11 billion to $17 billion, some 56 per cent in three years.
The new result is that for every family of two parents and two children in the State, the
Government is managing to spend $80 a week more than was being spent when it came
into power. That would be acceptable if two criteria prevailed, firstly that the money were
sensibly and profitably spent, and, secondly, if it were sensibly and profitably raised.
Neither is in fact the case. However, the Government has moved "modern economic
management", in its terms, forward into another dimension by using public fa~ilities as
taxing authorities. The State Electricity Commission, the Gas and Fuel Corporation, the
Board of Works, the Grain Elevators Board and the Port of Melbourne Authority are all
now required to make statutory contributions to the general purse. The State Electricity
Commission was recently required to provide 25 per cent of its income by way of
contribution. The result is that the tradition of the past quarter century have been thrown
to the wind.
In the past there has been a steady tradition of putting as much as possible from the
income of those authorities-the surpluses of the Government of the day-into capital
investment and gradually building up the State's capital assets. In round figures that has
usually amounted to about 20 per cent or a little less being put each year into capital
investment. It was against that background that the Government would say its surplus
was a certain amount.
This Government has indulged in a different strategy. It has required of its public
authorities, its semi-Government authorities, that they pay a dividend to the public purse,
the general account, such that there is precious little left for capital investment. Then the
Government has the gall to present a Budget document that says there is a surplus for the
year of $40-odd million, but hundreds of millions of dollars have been put over from
those statutory authorities to be spent within the Budget.
What then does the Government do for capital investment? The answer is easy. It
simply borrows more, and so it really is a sleight of hand. The money that normally went
into capital investment is shifted across and spent on day-to-day living and more is
borrowed for capital investment so the interest bill skyrockets. That is also one of the
cardinal characteristics of the Budget. That is really a sinister development in terms of
long-term economic management in a democracy.
Another outstanding feature of the Budget is the real increase of2·6 per cent in spending.
This is the fourth year in a row, and of course every year since the Cain Government came
to power, that this Government has, in real terms, spent more money. I do not wish to
traverse a great many figures, but let me simply say that the State taxation situation is a
reflection of the Federal scene. We are reaching the point where these two Governments,
travelling parallel roads, have got us to the point where we are paying nearly 50 per cent
of our gross domestic product in taxes.
Putting aside the political ideology of the Labor Party, the Liberal Party, the National
Party or anybody else, history shows there is no State where people are prepared to pay 50
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per cent of their income as taxes that is able to maintain a vibrant, progressive, expanding,
practical economy. That is one of the danger signals for the Government of the day. When
taxes become oppressive, the economy goes into regression.
Where has all the money gone? That was the second of my earlier questions. I do not
know where all of it has gone, but I know where large lumps of it have gone. Last year
$500 million went into bolstering up the State Insurance Office to cover what the
Government calls a social welfare service in providing subsidies for third-party car
insurance. Approximately $500 million will be spent this year for that purpose, and the
accumulated deficit of the State Insurance Office will be $2 billion.
This year $400 million has been spent on public transport. The Victorian taxpayer is
now payin~ 600 per cent more for the central administration of the Ministry of Transport
than he paId three and a half years ago. What do we have for it? Overall the Government
is spending 66 per cent more on public transport and what do we have for that?
I know that a lot of it has gone to meet the salaries and the support services for a further
13 500 public servants. Can the Government seriously maintain that the quality oflife for
Victorians has been improved by employing 13 500 more bureaucrats?
I am not attacking anyone of those ladies and gentlemen in the Public Service. That is
not the point. I challenge the Government to show, in writing preferably, the improvements
in the quality of life of Victorians by having and paying for another huge increase in the
number of public servants.
The figures show that one of the reasons Victoria has a lower rate of unemployment is
that the Government has employed more people in the Public Service in the past three
and a half years than have been employed in private enterprise. The number of people
employed in private enterprise is significantly below the figure for the rest of Australia.
Those are some of the places where the money has gone, but I believe there are other
places that do not show easily in the Budget to account for such a huge increase in
expenditure, much of which I submit is unproductive and unprofitable.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Kirkwood)-Order! The time appointed by Sessional
Orders for me to interrupt business has now arrived.
On the motion ofMr FORDHAM (Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources),
the sitting was continued.
Dr WELlS (Dromana)-I briefly make the point that the two Cain Administrations
have been fortunate. The Government came to power at a time when it benefited from a
national wage pause, and at a time when the drought broke, for neither of which it can
claim credit; at a time when the United States of America economy picked up; and at a
time when devaluation followed-not primarily from the actions of the Government,
although that had bad effects on the nation overall.
One thing that the devaluation did was to make the export of Australian manufactures
more attractive, and that is better for the state of the economy. I am sure the Deputy
Premier would not strictly claim credit for that. However, all these things have helped,
and the Government has, in that sense, been lucky. However, it has also missed some of
its opportunities, and the obverse side of that coin is that there is much anger out in the
community.

If one talks to farmers, teachers, nurses, Public Service unions, the housewives shopping
in the supermarket and many of the retired people, one finds that a whole range of people
in the community believe they really have received nothing in this so-called wonderful
Government program.
In my own electorate of Dromana the Budget has done precious little that one can
identify which will provide improvement. The Youth Guarantee Scheme may exist on the
moon, but it certainly does not exist in Dromana. I invite the Government's attention to
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that statement. The Budget does not appear, even on the most generous of interpretations,
to be significant in encouragement for industrial or commercial expansion in the Dromana
electorate, and that is an electorate that certainly needs that encouragement.
Mr Fordham-What about Rosebud High School?
Or WELLS-Let us consider Rosebud High School. I did not mention education, but I
take up the interjection of the Deputy Premier. Rosebud High School is the largest State
secondary school in Victoria and has 1400 students. The relocatable class-rooms in that
area make it like a rabbit warren. I invite the Deputy Premier to talk to the local people to
determine what is the situation.
Honourable members interjecting.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Kirkwood)-Order! The Ministers on the Government
front benches are disorderly and unruly. I call on the honourable member to make his
remarks without assistance.
Or WELLS-Thank you, Mr Acting Speaker. I have in this place complimented the
Government on pressing forward stage 1 of the new $3 million building at Rosebud High
School. I would doubly compliment it if it were to proceed with stage 2 of the project,
because it is needed urgently. That is the one light on the horizon that the Government
can claim after four years in office.
The regrettable situation is that the rate of increase of the students is outstripping the
Government's efforts; and the situation is no better than it was four years ago. I am not
attempting to denigrate the Deputy Premier in saying that, but I am taking the opportunity
of taking note of the matter and explaining the situation.
The Budget does not offer Dromana much hope in road, health and other types of
funding. I invite the Deputy Premier to consider the situation of the Southern Peninsula
Freeway. The Government is providing some $100 million for a tennis stadium in
Melbourne. That is all very well and good, and I compliment the Government on that
proposal.
Mr Fordham-It will be all non-Government money.
Or WELLS-That would be a change in policy that the Opposition has suggested, and
the Opposition would certainly congratulate the Government on it. That is the message
the Opposition has been pressing.
Some 1 million visitors a year come to the Mornington Peninsula and participate in
swimming and other sports in the summer. That is a significant sporting area and an
amount of $3 million is needed to build a priority road to finish the freeway and make it
practical, and yet it cannot be obtained from a Government that pays so much attention
to sport!
I now refer to Victoria's future because I believe there is one area in this Budget, above
all others, that highlights the failure of the Government. There are other areas to which
one could refer. Previously I have made reference in this House to the fact that Victoria's
future depends upon educating every Victorian on maximizing research across the entire
spectrum and on exporting more products. Those three simple golden rules are unavoidable
if this State wishes to continue in the modern era.
Tonight I wish to refer to the second proposition, the maximization of research. In
terms of science and technology this Government, and rightly in my view, has made play
in earlier times of the absolute centrality of scientific and technological research
development and progress for the future.
If one examines what a State Government is responsible for, in terms of research, one
finds that in Victoria, 90 per cent of research is carried out at the laboratories of the
Department of Agriculture and Rural Affairs. That is inextricably caught up in terms of
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modern scientific research with biotechnology. I wish to quote what the Government said
in its document, Victoria. The next Step. Economic initiatives and opportunities for the
1980s. Treasurer's Statement. Under the heading, "Scientific Research Capabilities" the
following statement appears:
Victoria is at the forefront of world scientific research in the field of biotechnology and in several other areas
central to emerging technological developments. Nowhere in Government policy making has the neglect of the
previous administration been greater than its failure to build economic development on these scientific research
capacities of the State. Virtually nothing had been done to utilize these vital strengths. Victoria is clearly a world
leader in biotechnology and biomedical developments.

So it goes on. The facts are that the modern biotechnological era, based upon gene splicing,
emerged in 1982 at the time the present Government emerged. It is, more than anything
else, the total responsibility of the Government to go on from the solid scientific base on
which the Government found itself to maximize opportunities.
There is no doubt that we stand at a singularly important time in history. This is a
watershed period when radically new technologies are emerging and major new industries
are possible. The important point is that other areas of the world are galloping forward
with these technologies and are making progress. The point to concentrate on tonight is
what Victoria is doing? Victoria has two possibilities in this area, one of which is to cooperate with industry. I invite the Government to name one major development of cooperation with industry in this area.
A couple of weeks ago honourable members heard the Deputy Premier answer a question
asked by a member of the Government regarding what has been done in the area and he
named four or five prizes and awards that had been made to firms in Victoria. That is all
he could come up with. The second thing the Government can do is to use its own
Government laboratories as another major area of activity. As I said, 90 per cent of its
capacity rests in its agricultural research laboratories. There is ample justification for the
Government to maximize its attention on agriculture. Agriculture in this State supports
one in four people, it is Victoria's major earner. More than 20 per cent of Australian rural
production comes out of this State and from 3 per cent of the land area.
Agriculture is one of the major export earners and Victoria is a major part of the total
Australian figure. It is one of nine areas identified by the Victorian Government for special
attention during the next decade. In round figures, agriculture produces $4 billion a year
worth of production in Victoria. In round figures it achieves $1-5 billion of export income.
That is a very significant income and, as my colleague the honourable member for Brighton
rightly says by interjection, "What did they do?"
In the 1985-86 Budget the Government has cut the allocation for agriculture, not just
in terms of falling behind with inflation-that is clear-but in terms of actual dollars.
The Minister for Agriculture and Rural Affairs claims that the Budget allocation for
agriculture is increased by 2 per cent in round figures. That would leave it 6 per cent
behind on inflation. I can demonstrate that that statement is unacceptable. The allocation
has not in fact increased by 2 per cent; it has decreased. State Government contributions
to agricultural activities in this State for the year ahead have actually decreased in real
terms. When things are tough out there in the real world for agriculture, and there are
reports such as that in the Sun this morning of six suicides amongst dairy farmers, the
Victorian Government increases land tax and charges by 38 per cent. I can quote other
figures.
Honourable members interjecting.
Dr WELLS-I make very serious charges against the Government in the following
areas. First, the Government is not truthful about Victorian agriculture. Second, the
Government is demolishing agricultural research. Third, the Government has done nothing
significant about biotechnology. Fourth, the Government reduced Victoria's animal disease
control and has dama~ed our animal export industry. Fifth, Government policy has lost
internationally recogmzed scientists from this State. Sixth, the Government has cut the
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agricultural vote in actual terms in this Budget. Seventh, this Government is in fact the
worst thing to happen to agriculture in Victoria's history.
Let me document those charges. In terms of truthfulness, the Department of Agriculture
and Rural Affairs has probably the best group of people for its size in the scientific world.
It has been built up through the visionary efforts of one Or Daniel Aynn over a twenty
year period. He built res~arch stations around the State. In 1982 when the Government
came to power, those laboratories were poised for the biotechnological revolution, not
because Aynn foresaw twenty years earlier that it would happen, but because of the sound
technological base of the laboratories. That has been destroyed. Complaints roll in to the
department about the lack of service. Our animal export capacity has been reduced
because of the certifications required.
The Budget is misleading. The Government is untruthful about its handling of
agriculture. In terms of demolishing research in this State, in 1982-83, when the
Government came to power, a few positions in Government laboratories were lost. The
1983-84 Budget referred to 2 per cent-about 50 of the 2700 positions. The 1984-85
Budget caused a loss of 150 positions, and in 1985-86 it is estimated that 125 positions
will be lost-altogether about 390 positions or eight research institutes of the size that we
have had in this State in past years. The staff of the Veterinary Research Institute, Parkville,
alone has been reduced by 40 per cent. There has been no offset of that at Attwood by the
Government as claimed.
I invite the Government to document its cost-benefit analysis studies on which those
decisions were based, because I believe those studies do not exist. The results have been
that diagnostic work is down, research work is certainly down and scientists are working
in disciplines in which they are not trained as specialists. Research papers alone from the
Department of Agriculture in 1983-84, as it was then known, were reduced by some 30
percent.
In terms of biotechnology, I invite the Minister for Industry, Technolo~y and Resources
to show what improvements have been made. The total equipment vote In the Budget for
some 27 institutes and more than 40 district offices was $300 000. There is no room there
for significant progress.
There has been no equipping; there have been no agreements of substance signed by the
Government and industry; there have been no products produced and four years have
gone by. How long must we wait when other nations are moving so quickly?
I could name people who were in the forefront of biotechnological research who have
been lost.
Mr Fordham-Name them!
Dr WELLS-Or Coloe, who was working on salmonella, Or Tsipori, Or Sinclair and
Or Caple, who is certainly one of the world leaders in his field. Biotechnology is clearly
one of the major areas the Government has emphasized, and it has not produced the
goods.
The State is falling behind in disease control. I ask the Government to produce the costbenefit analysis on which it has based its decision. The one taken up by economists and
not by the scientists involved looking at the benefits of footrot research which has a costbenefit analysis of nine to one-for every $9 gained, $1 was spent.
I shall now turn to the actual vote itself. The Minister for Agriculture and Rural Affairs
claimed that the allocation for this field has increased by 2 per cent, which is 6 per cent
behind on inflation. The figure has increased from $89 million to $90·6 million. I accept
the fisures in the Budget. If the figures are divided into State contribution and non-State
contnbution, one finds that the non-State contribution has increased by 15 per cent and
the State contribution has decreased by $27000. The result is that the State allocation has
decreased from $78·327 million to $78·3 million. They are the Government's figures. The
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claim that the State Government has increased the allocation is as spurious as it was the
increase in non-State contributions, especially Commonwealth funds, which increased the
total allocation.
There is emerging a suggestion of a law of substitution-every time the Department of
Agriculture and Rural Affairs gets $1 from somewhere to work with, it has a similar
amount lopped off the allocation received from the State. This year a whole range of new
initiatives have been added, such as the proposed Rural Affairs Office and work with fish
and so on. I shall quote a comment the Minister for Agriculture and Rural Affairs made
about the proposed Rural Affairs Office. He stated:
The Office of Rural Affairs will monitor and evaluate short and long-term needs in agricultural production
both here and overseas and recommend appropriate strategies to deal with the effects of change on rural
communities.

I ask members of the Government what the department does now if it is not doing that.
Almost $500 000 of precious funds are being used to expand the bureaucracy. At the same
time, the traditional disease control work is being squeezed for money.
What has happened to overseas research, which the Government has mentioned? I
invite members of the Government to indicate why people have been unable to take up
funds available for co-operative projects involving overseas travel with the Australian
Centre for International Agricultural Research.
There is no post-graduate training in this State. Four years ago, there were six PhD
students undergoing training; today, there is not one. There is no domestic training
available for masters students as there was a year or two ago.
What is the Government's real policy? Is it the rhetoric of fine words in its publications
which states that the Government will take action and then does not, or is its policy more
closely defined by the comments of some of its so-called Ministerial advisers-that research
should not be done by departmental laboratories but should be done by others? Perhaps
diagnostic work should be done by the Department of Agriculture and Rural Affairs.
We need a truthful statement about what Government policy is because this State is
falling behind rapidly and dangerously in these areas. It might be thought that tonight I
am trying to point score off the Government. I would not mind doing that, but I claim the
higher cause that for next year-I hope-the Government will check out what I have said
and find that the criticisms are correct and will do something about the situation.
What has been overlooked by the Government is that other countries in South-East
Asia are moving rapidly and expanding, and we will end up as the poor of South-East Asia
unless we look to scientific and technological research. The knife edge from success to
failure is not wide, and the comments I have made tonight come from a range of public
documents and from authorities in the field.
It is too big a subject to cover in one speech and I will certainly return to it. I simply say
to the Government that it has engendered hatred and distrust in the community which
must be overcome and we need urgently to move with our commercial opportunities.
There is no better formula for disaster than the alternative policies.
Mr MACLELLAN (Berwick)-It should be said on the record of the House that the
Deputy Premier extended the sitting at 10.30 this evening and there are now only eight
members of the Government present in the House. That, of course, simply compounds
the insult delivered to the House earlier today when we had a period without any Minister
present. The Government could not run a pie stall!
We have to say that the Government has pursued a consistent policy in its Budgets. It
has been consistent in raising taxes, in raising expenditures and in increasing borrowings
so that in the course of the Labor Government we have had tax increases of 66 per cent
and we have had borrowings increased by about $17 000 million.
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Those borrowings will have to be serviced and repaid by future taxes imposed on future
taxpayers in this State. The honourable member for Melbourne, at an early stage of the
debate, referred to the Community Employment Program. Indeed, that program received
mentions from several honourable members in the debate.
Let it be understood that the Community Employment Program has been funded by
the borrowing of $800 million, and that $800 million has been spent in providing sixmonth jobs for approximately 70 000 people; on a job-per-year basis, they have cost, on
average, $25 000 each. Because they are six-monthly jobs, two people share the yearly
position.
Any Government and any Minister could walk along any given street in Victoria and
create more jobs for the same money. It would be no triumph to say that one can create
twice as many jobs for that amount of money, if that were what one was seeking to do.
However, as honourable members have explained, that was not the purpose of the
Community Employment Program in its original application in this State. It was a series
of pay-offs to organizations from which the Government sought to buy support. It had
little to do with the actual creation of employment.
However, if we go back and examine the trend of this Government, the first year saw
the reduction in the number of pupils, in class size and a dramatic shortage of teachers.
So, more teachers were employed. They were paid more money and they are now teaching
fewer pupils. As recently as yesterday, they were on strike. Why? Because this Government
slung money at a problem it had itself created by increasing the salaries of teachers, by
reducing the class size and by increasing the number of teachers.
That was the case even though on any fair prediction the Government would have
known that the enrolment of pupils in Government schools would be reduced year by year
as the demographic figures became reflected in those enrolments.
The Government threw money at the Ministry of Housing to try to build more houses.
The pretended purpose was to provide more houses. The pretended purpose was to
provide more rental housing. Now Victoria has another 7000 people on the waiting list for
Government Housing, and before Parliament there is a Residential Tenancies Bill which
will ensure that that waiting list increases ever more rapidly. People will wait longer than
ever before with less hope of obtaining decent and proper housing through the State
Government.
In the area of transport, the former Minister of Transport borrowed $80 million-part
of the liabilities of the State that will continue for years to come-to enable approximately
2000 Government transport workers to retire early. Some of them were spectacular in
returning to the job; therefore, they were paid to retire and then paid to do the job at the
same time. That was one of the more remarkable schemes produced by the former Minister
of Transport. The end result of that early retirement scheme was that another 2000 people
were recruited to public transport, and the net employment was not reduced by 2000 early
retirements but remained almost exactly the same. To achieve that result the Ministry
borrowed $80 million to pay those people rather than servicing the needs of the public.
Transport is now the fantasy land of the former Minister of Health-apparently public
transport in the State became so sick that he was needed in that area! The former Minister
of Health created a marvellous dispute called the non-nursing duties dispute. Again the
Government flung the money at the Ministry in an attempt to overcome the dispute.
Large numbers of people were recruited or attempted to be recruited to carry out the nonnursing duties. As recently as a couple of days ago the nurses went on strike.
What are the nurses requesting, along with non-nursing people? They are asking for the
recruitment of more nurses, better pay, shorter working hours and better working
conditions. The public hospital system in Victoria is a raging scandal. The waiting list for
optional surgery has grown longer as people wait longer for proper medical attention. The
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Government is as consistent in this area as it was in public housing; people are waiting
longer then ever before for public housing and hospital care.
In case it has escaped the attention of honourable members, the Government announced
next year's crisis in advance. In his Budget speech the Treasurer was kind enough to alert
the public and Parliament to next year's financial crisis because, having succeeded in
wasting some $80 million of borrowed money on a early retirement scheme for Government
transport workers, the Treasurer signalled that that amount will now be available in
education and in the Public Service. If it cost $80 million to coax 2000 transport workers
to retire early so that they could be replaced by another 2000 transport workers, $400
million will be required in the 1986-87 Budget to cope with a similar offer to teachers and
public servants. The Government will try to coax those people into retiring at the age of
55 years so they can be replaced by even more people at an even higher cost.
Therefore, the Government ends up paying people not to do the job and to retire early;
at the same time other people are paid to do the job. The figures are papered over and
trumpeted to the world as if more jobs were being created and the State were looking
better. However, the State is not looking better when one realizes that under the Community
Employment Program the Government has created 70 000 artificial six-month jobs.
The Government recruited an additional 13 500 people into public sector employment
and has retired 2000 railway and Government transport workers early and replaced them
with additional people. The Government will then have to apply the same madness right
across the board to teachers and other public servants. Next year's crisis is already under
way because the housing situation will not improve; the transport situation will not
improve; and the health situation will not improve. The Government again will create a
problem and will attempt to solve it by slinging taxpayers' money at it, as if that were the
beginning and end of the problem.
A Budget debate is a time for the Government to preen itself and to say what a good job
it is doing and what a success it is. It is a time also when it must face the music from the
Opposition and the National Party for the deficiencies contained in the Budget. I make no
apologies for concentrating on the deficiencies of the Budget because they are significant
and long-term and will be cured only at a horrendous price to the taxpayers and citizens
of Victoria.
A Government that increases taxes, borrowings and expenditure to such an alarming
extent on such useless objectives as has this Government, is dooming the State to financial
tax and loan servicing cnses.
I pay tribute to the honourable member for Bennettswood for his contribution. I wish
the Treasurer had been present in the Chamber when the honourable member spoke
because he unveiled one of the little tricks that the Treasurer has been up to.
Mr Jolly-He was also wrong.
Mr MACLELLAN-The Treasurer attempted to make an interjection on his way out
of the Chamber. I do not wonder why the Treasurer has left the Chamber. If I were the
Treasurer and had been up to his little tricks, I would have left, too. However, I would
have the sense to leave the Chamber permanently.

The honourable member for Bennettswood said that the Treasurer had formed a little
proprietary limited company with the Victorian Tourism Commission and that
Government officers,perhaps behind his back-we will keep that for the Treasurer to
reveal-such as Mr Don Dunstan and the Director-General of the Department of
Management and Budget, were engaged in activities such as exchanging correspondence
which flagrantly showed that the Government had moved away from the Budget Papers
into a proprietary limited company involving the Mount Buffalo Chalet. They wanted to
take it outside the global limits or rules of the Australian Loan Council. Perhaps all these
activities were unauthorized, but these officers wanted to ascertain whether the rules
applied.
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The Treasurer may simply say, in explanation, that it will be within the global limits. If
that is so, perhaps he will also explain to those people who received the letters, and the
assurance in the letters, why they flagrantly lied about the situation. Why was the union
told that the whole activity was to take it outside the Australian Loan Council restrictions
if it were not to be taken outside those restrictions?
Was it that the Honourable Don Dunstan did not understand financial arrangements in
the State of Victoria? Was it that he had techniques embedded in his memory bank that
suggested that was the way it was done, or was he simply misleading the union which had
made representations to him? The Government is faced with a problem either way. It is
either a problem with Mr Keating in the form of the Federal Treasurer-the dark presence
in Canberra-or a problem with those people who have received letters and who were
deliberately misled by the letters into believing that the whole scheme was a necessary
financial matter to try to take or create opportunities to borrow even more money and not
to account to Parliament. I believe the honourable member for Bennettswood has done
the House a great service.
In the health area Victoria has an unprecedented crisis. I share with the honourable
member for Dandenong North the ambition that better facilities be provided at the
Dandenong and District Hospital. I would hope to share that view with the honourable
member for Dandenong, but he is not present in the Chamber. The honourable member
for Dandenong North is present. It is common ground between us that there is an urgent
need for additional facilities at the Dandenong and District Hospital to service the needs
of the thousands of people who are on waiting lists there. I am sure it is common ground
to believe we will not receive any benefit from the relocation of the Queen Victoria
Medical Centre. It will not assist that area.
Health money has been frittered away on a grand project, a sort of monument to the
former Minister of Health, which will not solve the health crisis even in that district. It is
a health scandal of gigantic proportions as patient after patient is sent away from the
hospital either by ambulance to another hospital or is sent home to wait for service.
In the education field three teacher unions are on strike because they refused to
acknowledge the reality that changes must be made when there are 9000 or 12000 fewer
pupils in Government schools. The Government cannot guarantee every teacher a job if
there are thousands fewer pupils to be taught in Government schools; yet the Government
has built up the expectations of teachers that they have jobs for life, irrespective of whether
they are teaching. The present Minister for Education, having to succeed the Deputy
Premier who made the cosy arrangements with the teacher unions, must now face the
music as teachers increasingly resort to industrial action.
The State also has a prisons crisis today. Having locked up prisoners, prison officers
have walked out. At least they did the right thing and did no let the prisoners run around
the place but locked them in their cells. They have left a skeleton staff. This crisis has
arisen because apparently the Attorney-General, in another place, has had a breakdown in
communications about a visitor system that he wants to institute.
That is the State of Victoria, the state of industrial relations in Victoria and the state of
the Government's relationship with its own employees. The Minister for Industry,
Commerce and Technology has his worries with the State Electricity Commission, as a
dispute bubbles along ready to turn out the lights at the appropriate moment. I suppose
the honourable member for Morwell must be concerned about the matter, as every
Victorian would be, and concerned that there is a dispute in the Latrobe Valley and that
the State Electricity Commission union does not view the matter as the Government
views it. This is apparently despite the accord and undertakings given by unions that no
other claims would be made because they know that the soft underbelly of industrial
relations in Victoria is masterminded by the Minister Assisting the Minister for
Employment and Industrial Affairs, one of the members of the Industrial Relations Task
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Force, who is so quick with the payment that the unions do not even have to make a
claim.
There is a buy-off policy for teachers, for the employees doing non-nursing duties in
hospitals and now for nurses. In fact, there is a buy-off policy for any industrial group that
wishes to make a ripple. The community is seeing the ripples in terms of industrial action
as the Government tries to bring back some sense of reality to the affairs of the State as it
goes further into taxes, borrowings, and the expenditure of money. The Government has
created every one of the problems and difficulties to which I have referred.
It would be a matter of neglect if I did not mention the State Insurance Office; that
festering sore which, in four years, the Government has not been able to investigate. It is
losing approximately $1-5 million a day and is storing up approximately $2000 million
worth of liabilities, yet the Government has not been able to come up with a credible
policy for the reorganization of compulsory third-party insurance, which will reverse the
situation and put it back to the situation that eXIsted under the previous Liberal
Government. If the State Insurance Office made a loss for any year, it counter-balanced
that loss with earnings on investment.

The State Insurance Office is a millstone around the neck of the Government and the
taxpayers. The Government has committed itself to not raising any taxes or charges
beyond the consumer price index, so it does not have the answer to the problem in terms
of increasing third-party insurance rates. Again, the Government has made the problem,
has tolerated the problem for far too long and will eventually attempt, as it did last year,
to solve the problem by slinging some money at it.
The Government looks always to additional taxes, additional borrowings and additional
expenditures as the only solutIOn, the soft option solution, to the problems that exist in
the State.
Agriculture is basic to the prosperity and future of the State, yet we find that under the
Federal Minister for Primary Industry and this State Government, any hope of exporting
dairy products to overseas markets has been abandoned. What is the signal of the Kerin
plan, the Crabb plan and the Kent plan? It is for the contraction of the dairy industry and
to drive approximately 2500 families out of dairying in the State. The Government is
incapable of finding a solution to the problem on the basis of a national plan by which
milk is produced in the most efficient areas and taken to markets in other States and urban
communities, according to the ,economics of the situation, rather than the presence of
State boundaries and State legislation that is put in place to deter the movement of dairy
produce within Victoria and beyond Victoria into the Commonwealth.
Approximately 2500 dairy farm families in Victoria are to be chopped off and thrown
on the scrap heap by the Government and its Federal colleagues because they are not
capable of finding a solution to the problem.
Honourable members on this side of the Chamber have been scalding in their criticism
that, at a time of crisis for dairy farmers, at a time of difficulty-although the most recent
rains may have benefited some wheat farmers in the southern region-the Government
ups the freight rate for rail transport. This is at a time when dairy farmers are in diabolical
trouble, earning less than the dole, with families endeavouring to survive on less than the
dole.
A member of a family in my electorate sought emergency teaching in a local high school,
but the rule of the Mimster for Education seemed rather brutally interpreted. He was said
to have a job because he had a dairy farm; although he did not have any money and he
did not have an income, preference was given to other emer~ency teachers who were
available and who did not have jobs. Here is a dairy farming famtly denied the opportunity
of earning an income off the farm, with the skill and qualifications all being available.
I do not ask the Minister for Education to write the rules in a particular area to suit that
particular circumstance, but I do say that this Government is brutal and heartless when it
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conspires with the Federal Government to say to 2500 dairy farmers in Victoria that they
have had it and must get out of the dairy industry without any offer of assistance or help
that would allow them to reconstruct themselves into other industries-and what other
industries are there?
Where is the growth area for the quality land well farmed by experienced farmers? What
enterprise or what product are they to grow or produce under this Government? What
export market does this Government open up to them to give them a hope for the future
and a sense of direction and purpose? It is no wonder that the Treasurer so strikingly
quotes non-farm figures throughout his Budget presentation.
All honourable members know and all honourable members are on notice that there
will be a diabolical crisis in the agricultural industries in the State. This Government is
taking no action to provide for country farming families or country communities that
depend on country farming families, excepting that it is making actual cuts in the State
Government contribution to agriculture.
The thought that the honourable member for Werribee, who once benefited from
employment in the State Department of Agriculture, should be sitting on the Government
benches while that policy is implemented is horrendous.
Dr Coghill-What is your proposal?
Mr MACLELLAN-I would cut down on the transport empire created by the former
Minister of Transport. I would cut down on the high salaries and the free cars and the
rented cars and the free petrol that is provided for the transport executives, the 650 per
cent increase in transport administrative costs, and put money in the real areas of agriculture
and areas of need. That is the answer to the honourable member for Werribee. He is quick
with his interjection, which may be out of order, but he is often out of order, but he is not
straying too far from reality-he throws out the challenge and gets the answer straight.
The answer is that there are literally millions of dollars being spent on the former
Minister of Transport's empire. The Minister for Employment and Industrial Affairs,
formerly the Minister of Transport, has left his short-term occupancy of the transport
portfolio, which is being administered by the former Minister of Health. He will have to
go through and purge those positions and get rid of some of those highly paid executives
and send them back to private enterprise, or send them off to private enterprise for the
first time. It does not matter which.
This State cannot afford to have the former Minister of Transport's empire and his new
WorkCare empire while farming families are surviving below the poverty line and are
given no sense of direction and while funds for agriculture are being cut by the Government.
If I were employed by the Department of Agriculture and Rural Affairs, it would sting me
to think that I did not have a voice within the Government sufficient to be able to carry
the day to provide the funds that are urgently needed for the farming crisis that faces the
State and which the Government pretends not to know about.
In the remaining 2 minutes, I shall refresh the memories of honourable members and
say clearly that the State has a health system that is breaking down. There are strikes; there
are waiting lists; and, according to the Minister for Health, there was a child with his eye
pierced who was left unattended for hours. That somehow typifies the crisis that the
Government has allowed to develop.
There is a crisis in education in which, with a declining enrolment of pupils, teacher
unions have been encouraged to believe they can ask for the world and they will be given
it. The Minister is endeavouring to stand up for reality and he needs the support of
honourable members to do that-he deserves that support-and Parliament must
endeavour to bring reality to the teacher unions. They cannot ask for the world and expect
to get it every time when enrolments in schools are decreasing.
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There is a crisis in the prisons created by the Attorney-General, because of a breakdown
in communication. Prison officers are walking out. There is industrial action at the State
Electricity Commission. There is the continuin$, problem with the Builders Labourers
Federation wantin~ to screw the builders of buIldings and the developers of shopping
centres--every major site is being used as a plunder zone-for fewer work hours, longer
holidays and more superannuation.
Mr TANNER (Caulfield)-The Government has done it again; it has shown in respect
of the Budget what an able student of fascism it is.
The Media Unit is peddling the lie that the Government is a good economic manager
and, like Goebbels in the 1930s, obviously the Government Media Unit and the
Government spokesmen believe that if one peddles a lie often enough it will be accepted.
It has been shown time and again by Opposition speakers that the Government is not a
~ood economic manager. I was disturbed recently to note in a newspaper article that a
Journalist had swallowed the Government lie that it was a good economic mana~er and,
presumably, by repeating that lie, that it deserved to be in government. I was disturbed
and disappointed on two grounds. Firstly, that the journalist had swallowed that lie and,
secondly, that he thought that was correct, that that was the sole criterion on which the
Government ought to be elected. The reality is that economics is only one part of politics;
politics is really concerned with the total society in which we live.
I remind honourable members, especially Government members, of a statement by Sir
Winston Churchill, who said that we must be aware of creating a society in which no one
accounts for anything save politicians or civil servants.
Yet under the Government, there has been more large government and more regulationstyle government, moving away from the freedom and the ability of individuals to choose
in society to do and move as they wish within our economic situation. The Government
and its Media Unit cannot escape from the bare facts about the Government's economic
performance and its role as economic manager of the State.
The facts are that taxation has risen by 72 per cent since the Labor Government came
to office; spending is up by 66 per cent, with both those increases occurring at a time when
the consumer price index projected over that period has risen by only 36 per cent.
Additionally, the State indebtedness has risen by over 55 per cent and, as previous
Opposition speakers have indicated, that means that an average family in Victoria now
has in addition to its own liabilities a State public debt of $17 500. That is a burden that
cannot be brushed aside by saying that it is a paper figure. It must be met and it will be
met by future generations of Victorians. It is a legacy for which the Government will be
cursed in years to come.
The Government has sold the resources of the State; it has sold the rolling-stock of the
public transport system and at the same time built up debt as if those debts never had to
be repaid. One day future generations of Victorians will have their standard living reduced
because of the Government's irresponsibility and selfishness in managing the State purse.
The Government, through its Media Unit, has claimed that it is a good economic
manager and that Victoria is leading the economic recovery in Australia. The sad situation
is that that is not true. Under the Government unemployment is higher then when the
Labor Party assumed office. The Government cannot run away from that, despite the fact
that it has increased State taxation by 72 per cent on the ground of pump priming the
economy.
An Honourable Member-Where did you get that figure?
Mr T ANNER-I got it from statistics. The honourable member ought to take note of
what is occurring in the State. An honourable member on the Government benches
interjects and tells me to take my hands out of my pockets. Presumably the honourable
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member believes he is belittling me rather than himself. It is pathetic that Government
members treat the Budget debate in such a manner.
Under this Government there has been a massive increase in taxation and the
Government has run up a debt burden which future generations of Victorians will have to
pay at the cost of lowering their standard of living.
In the area of building, as outlined in the Australian Bureau of Statistics Bulletin of 17
October 1985, approval for new housing in Victoria had decreased by 2-4 per cent in the
year to October 1985. The value of all buildings approved in that period had decreased by
48·1 per cent, and new houses commenced in that period had declined in value by 10-2
per cent. In the building area there has been no magnificent recovery caused by the
Government.
An Honourable Member-Rubbish!
Mr TANNER-The facts are staring the Government in the face. It is not leading the
way in that area. Yet continually the Government Media Unit has peddled its Goebbelslike propaganda that the Government is a good economic manager. The Government
believes that, if it repeats the lie often enough, the public will be duped. The Government
has managed to dupe the public for four years, but It cannot continue to do so indefinitely.
Many young families face a serious financial situation as detailed in the August 1985
Joint Quarterly Survey issued by the Australian Societies Group and the Real Estate
Institute of Australia, which, in relation to Victoria, states, inter alia:
While the median weekly family income rose by only $ I per week during the March quarter, the monthly
average loan repayment increased by $23 to $428.

This crisis is looming on the economic front for many families, especially newly married
families in society. The Government has sat back and watched interest rates rise and the
standard of living of these families slowly erode. Yet in no way has the Government
approached the problem in any serious fashion in the Budget.
The reality is that the Government is not a good economic manager. Compared to other
States, Victoria has not been the economic success claimed by the Government.
I should like to bring to the attention of the House some other interesting facts regarding
the claim by the Government that Victoria is leading the economic recovery.
The Treasurer asks, by interjection, which State has the lowest unemployment rate.
Victoria has always had the lowest unemployment rate; it has a manufacturing-based
economy. The unemployment rate in this State is higher now than when the Government
came to office, a fact that the Government cannot run away from; even if its members
stand over the other side of the House and shout, ~~Rubbish!' and ~4Wrong", that is a fact.
I shall now provide some other information in relation to the Government's claim that
Victoria is leading the way. I refer honourable members to the change in the labour force
status of the civilian population aged fifteen years and over, relating to the number of
persons employed in Australian States and Territories between March 1984 and March
1985. That change in employment status showed that Victoria was leading the way from
fifth position. That is where Victoria was leading; it was the fifth State.
In relation to building approvals and the value of total buildings for the financial year
1984-85, Victoria is leading from third position. It has a slender lead-from third position.
In regard to approvals for all buildings in the private sector for the year February 1984 to
February 1985, Victoria is leading the way from fourth position. So much for the
Government's claim that Victoria is the leading economic State in Australia!
In regard to retail sales for the three-month period ended February 1984 as compared
with that three-month period in 1985, one finds that, among the States, Victoria has an
extremely slender lead-it is leading the way from sixth position. That is a magnificent
position-last! The Deputy Premier says that I am wrong again.
Session 1985-39
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Honourable members opposite can keep on saying, "Wrong again", and peddle various
statements through the Government Media Unit, but in the end, the public has to wake
up to the fact that the Government has not been a success economically. It has increased
State taxation during its time in office by 72 per cent; expenditure by 66 per cent; and the
indebtedness of this State by 55 per cent. The results have not been successful. .
Through the Government Media Unit, the Government cannot get away indefinitely
with peddling the lie that it is a success. The situation, as detailed by members of the
Opposition, regarding the expenditure by the Government of this vast increase of 66 per
cent on its various activities, is not a success either.
I refer honourable members to the Ministry of Housing, where, since the Government
came to office, there has been an increase in expenditure of 150 per cent. That has not
been matched by any output in that regard anywhere in its operations.
The waiting list of applications for accommodation to the Ministry of Housing have
increased during the term of this Government from 17000 to 24 000. Despite the incredible
increase in expenditure, 7000 more applicants have come on to the list of the Ministry. As
has been indicated by the Minister for Housing on previous occasions, as a result of the
action of the Federal Government, with its capital gains tax, the situation in this State will
be vastly worsened.
Honourable members would be aware that for the private sector, until now, in addition
to capital gains, there has been a return of only 4·5 per cent to 6·5 per cent on investment.
The Government's action in trying to impose the public sector's responsibility-the
Government's responsibility for housing the poor-upon the private sector, will actually
worsen the situation. The private sector will pick up its investments, run away and invest
elsewhere, and the Government will worsen the lot of those people in the community who
find it necessary to apply to it for assistance in obtaining housing accommodation. The
Government's whole attitude, as well as that of the Federal Government, is disastrous for
the poor in our community, who require the assistance of the public sector in finding
public housing accommodation.
In relation to instrumentalities, particularly the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works and the State Electricity Commission, it is a pathetic tale of Government
administration. Under the administration of the present Government, the current liabilities
of the Board of Works between 1982 and 1984 increased from $98 million to $444 million.
As at 1984, the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works had a debt equity ratio of
237 per cent. A private company that runs over a 100 per cent debt equity ratio is declared
bankrupt. The Government has allowed the debt equity ratio of the board to run at 237
per cent; 52 per cent of the gross revenue of the Board of Works is absorbed in its taxation
commitments to the Government and in interest charges. Only 18 per cent of the board's
capital expansion can be financed from its revenue.
When the Government assumed office 50 per cent of the Board of Works capital
expansion could be.financed from its revenue and yet the Government, by taxing it to the
hilt and running it economically irresponsibly, has allowed the board to run down to this
parlous state where, ifit were a private company, it would be declared bankrupt.
The point is that the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works is not owned by the
Government or the taxpayers of Victoria; it is owned by the ratepayers of Melbourne. The
Government has raped the Board of Works.
The situation in relation to the State Electricity Commission of Victoria is even worse.
The debt equity ratio of the commission is 1361 per cent-if it were a private company it
would be declared bankrupt. Members of the Government may laugh, but that is the
legacy the Government is leaving to future generations of Victorians who will have to pay
dearly in their standard of living because of the irresponsibility and selfishness of the
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Government. The Government will be put to the shame it deserves when the public
ostracizes it when it finds out how the public has been duped.
The situation in relation to health paints a sorrier picture. A lady contacted me in 1983
and told me that she had been told by her doctor that she needed a heart operation and if
she did not have it she would have only three months to live. She booked in for surgery at
the Alfred Hospital for the following month and, when she arrived at the hospital, they
sent her home telling her to come back in a month. She was not silly enough to ~o back in
a month so, in a month, she telephoned the hospital and was told to come back m another
month. When she telephoned the hospital the next month, the day on which she contacted
me, she was again told that a bed was not available for her. She was crying on the telephone
and said to me, "If I die who is going to complain?" I contacted the Alfred Hospital and
she was admitted. The honourable member for Essendon may laugh, but a week later this
lady died.
Under this Government, the elective surgery list has increased to 27 500. In the past
week, people have contacted me on behalf of husbands or wives saying that they cannot
get a bed in a hospital. This Government and its Federal colleagues, with their magnificent
Medicare service and magnificent hospital administration, have witnessed the waiting
lists for elective surgery in hospitals in Victoria rise to 27 500. It is pathetic. What a
standard ofliving this Government has brought to Victoria!
Fifteen years ago, people in this country used to look at the United Kingdom and its
national health service and say, "We never want that type of system in Australia". Well,
we have it, and thousands of people in Victoria cannot get an operation. Some of these
operations are very serious and are required urgently. I would get rid of the stupid
Medicare system. People cannot afford to pay for private health benefits because they are
required to make a financial contribution to the Medicare system. Therefore, people are
forced away from the private sector to public sector hospitals.
The situation in private hospitals is such that a good hospital like St Andrew's Hospital
is bankrupt because people cannot afford to be admitted there.
Earlier this week, the Minister for Police and Emergency Services laughed at the idea
that the Police Association had passed a vote of no confidence in him. He thinks that is of
no moment. Obviously this Government and the Minister for Police and Eme~ency
Services have discarded entirely the promises they made to the public and to the pohce of
extra numbers and equipment. It will not do the Minister any good smiling and thinking
it is of no consequence because the police will remember that this Government and this
Minister have let them down.
The public is paying heavily for the Government's incompetence. As the honourable
member for Berwick pointed out, transport administration charges have risen by 645 per
cent. I am sure not one honourable member in the House would have the cheek to claim
that transport has improved under this Government. In Caul field, a private bus line was
recently taken over by the Government and the public is receiving a worse service as a
result. The public complain to me regularly about the unpunctuality of the service and the
attitude of the employees. I hope the employees of that bus line take notice of what the
public thinks of them because they need to pull up their socks.
The Government is a bad economic manager. It has raised taxation incredibly to pump
prime the economy and it has failed not only in the provision of services to the public
through its various instrumentalities but if has also failed to provide a decent standard of
living for the Victorian public.
The Government has also finally run out of the ability to appease the teacher unions.
After achieving office, following 27 years in opposition, the Government is discovering
that it is not possible to continue feeding various interest groups indefinitely. The
Government has to face up to the fact that no matter if its Budget has been increased by
72 per cent since it came into office and no matter that it has increased its expenditure by
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only 66 per cent, that there is still not enough to go around and the Government must
accept financial responsibility in its administration of the State.
.
I bring to the attention of the House a matter of grave concern in the health field. This
Government has a miserable attitude towards revenue raising from pensioners. Pensioners
attending the Caulfield Hospital have had their standard of living attacked by the
Government in a mean manner, one that is unbecoming to the Government.
Until the recent rise in the basic pension, pensioners were receiving $213.80 a fortnight.
The Caul field Hospital was charging pensioners hospital fees of $178.50 a fortnight,
leaving the pensioner with $35.30 a fortnight for his or her own expenditure. The pensioner
might spend it on the odd lUXUry such as a block of chocolate, a piece of clothing or
batteries for a motorized wheelchair. Those pensioners do not have many luxuries in life.
Pensioners recently received a $2.40 a week increase in their pensions. What did the
Government do? It directed the Caulfield Hospital to raise its fee bv $6.30 a week.
The Government has reduced the amount of money that pensioners have at their own
disposal from $17.65 to $13.75 a week. It is miserable action! One would have thought
that the Government, in its role as an economic manager, could have found a better way
of raising revenue than attacking pensioners. It is a pathetic way for the Government to
raise revenue, and it indicates to all citizens that no one is safe from the Government
when it sets out to raise revenue, especially when one considers that it has raised revenue
collections by more than 72 per cent over the past four years.
The Government has failed in its attempt to pump up the Victorian economy. Victoria
is trailing miserably behind other States in many areas. The Government cannot indefinitely
go on duping the public through the Government Media Unit. The Government has
shown that it is a good student of fascism, especially in its approach to industrial relations
and its use of the Government Media Unit. The use of the Goebbels technique-if one
repeats the lie often enough, the public will swallow it-is starting to wear thin. When the
next State election comes around, the Labor Party will be out on its ear.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was read a second time and committed.
Clause I
Progress was reported.

ADJOURNMENT
Proposed changes to bus routes in City of Doncaster and Templestowe-Haymarket site,
Geelong-Nunawading Province by-election-Grain freight charges-Human resources
program-Inquiry into liquor industry-Frankston Heights Primary School-Parking
at Mount Waverley railway station
Mr FORDHAM (Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources)-I move:
That the House do now adjourn.

Mr PERRIN (Bulleen)-I refer the Minister for Transport to an article that appeared
on page I of the Age of 14 October 1985.
The SPEAKER-Order! The honourable member would be out of order if he were
seeking a critique about a newspaper article from the Minister for Transport.
Mr PERRIN-I am not seeking that. I am simply pointing out the article to the
Minister. The article mentions cuts to be made by the Metropolitan Transit Authority to
achieve economies in the order of $30 million. The economies, amongst other things,
provide that two-man buses be replaced with one-man buses, in that conductors will be
removed from them.
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I point out to the Minister that buses form an integral part of the transport system
within the City of Doncaster and Templestowe. They are the only form of public transport
available. I remind the Minister that his Government sold for $10 million the land that
was supposed to be set aside for a railway in the City of Doncaster and Templestowe.
Because of that action, the residents will be deprived of that type of public transport. The
alleged cuts to the bus routes will have an impact on the city. The Bulleen, Fishermens
Bend and Garden City bus services will be affected.
Given that situation, I expect that transport industry unions will conduct industrial
action on the bus services in the City of Doncaster and Templestowe. I am concernedas is the honourable member for Doncaster-that we, as Liberal members of Parliament,
will have our constituents used as guinea pigs to ascertain whether strikes will occur. We
are well aware of the tactics of the Government.
The Government has deliberately chosen a Liberal electorate to begin its reductions in
services. The residents of the City of Doncaster and Templestowe will be affected simply
because they had the good sense to vote for two Liberal members of Parliament. If that is
the case, they will be discriminated against because they will have to bear the brunt of
industrial action.
I ask the Minister to assure residents that cuts in bus services will not be made and that
they will not have to be at the cutting ed~e of the Government's trimmings. Will the
Minister explain fully why residents of the CIty should have to suffer this type of industrial
action when no form of public transport is available except buses? The Labor Government
sold off the land that was to be used for a railway. I, along with residents of the City of
Doncaster and Templestowe, look forward to an answer from the Minister.
Mr SHELL (Geelong)-I direct to the attention of the Minister for Education, who
represents the Minister for Conservation, Forests and Lands in this place, the Haymarket
site in Market Street, Geelong. For two decades this site has been used for car parking
within the City of Geelong. Although the site has not been improved, approximately 300
cars park there each day.
Mr Kennett-How many?
Mr SHELL-Approximately 300.
Mr Kennett-Do you count them? How would you know?
Mr SHELL-The information has been given to me by the Geelong City Council. The
council drew the matter to my attention because the Government has made a wise
decision to build a police complex on that site. The former Administration did nothing
about that site and was aware of the fact that the police stations in Geelong are spread
throughout the city. The police in Geelong are operating in obsolete, overcrowded and
outmoded facilities. The new police complex will bring the fragmented Police Force in
Geelong together on the one site. If the new police complex is built on that site those car
parking spaces will be removed.
In 1979 the Geelong City Council wrote to the then Minister about the intentions of the
Government for that Crown land in Market Street known as the Haymarket site. The
council knew the Government of the day intended to use the site for other purposes. The
present car park, which is unsealed and in a rough condition, is used for long-term parking
during the day and there are no parking meters.
Mr Kennett-What is the point of the whole issue?
Mr SHELL-The point is that problems will arise when that car parking facility is
removed. That causes grave concern to the people who use the car park and to the Geelong
City Council. There are two alternatives. The immediate alternative is that once the
construction of the new police complex begins the people who currently use the car parking
facility could park in the residential streets abutting the Geelong central business district.
That alternative is not acceptable to the residents in the area.
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The second alternative is that greater use could be made of the Geelong transit service
which has improved community transport to the City of Geelong by in excess of 30 per
cent. That service does not reach the outer suburbs and is not a satisfactory solution to the
impending problem, but it will assist greatly. I understand the Government has no moral
or legal obligation to pay compensation to the council for the loss of that car park. The
council accepts the position but it does not agree with it. I ask the Minister who is the
representative for the Minister for Conservation, Forests and Lands in this place to
respond to the matter.

Mc LEIGH (Malvern)-The matter I raise for the attention of the Minister for Police
and Emergency Services concerns allegations about the Nunawading Province by-election.
The reason I raise the matter with the Minister is that there seems to be a common thread
throughout the issue since the Nuclear Disarmament Party lodged its initial complaint.
The common thread is that every complaint has been made by branch members of the
Australian Labor Party.
An Honourable Member-How do you know?
Mr LEIGH-That is to my knowledge, and I can quote from articles published in
today's press. Obviously the Minister for Police and Emergency Services is aware that one
of the complaints has been lodged against me. Unlike members of the Australian Labor
Party I intend to co-operate with the Chief Electoral Officer.
I have also written to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services requesting that he
employ more policemen to investigate these matters as quickly as possible.
An Honourable Member-Including yourself?
Mr LEIGH-Yes, including the complaint about me because it is important that the
matter be clarified. I do not wish myself or any other member of Parliament or individual
to be put into that situation for longer than necessary. I ask the Minister whether he will
request the Chief Commissioner of Police to investigate whether any members of the
Australian Labor Party, members of Parliament or any other persons have been involved
in spreading malicious rumors and false information or in laying contrived electoral
complaints about this issue. If a committee of such people exists, it has undertaken such
action to frustrate the normal investigatory processes of the Police Force. These people
are attempting to confuse the issue and to cover up what has occurred at the Nunawading
Province by-election.
Today I spoke to a reporter about the complaint made against me, and the reporter said
that it was a weird complaint. I agree that the complaint was weird, not that I am weird.
The Premier has repeatedly told the House that all members of Parliament know of
electoral malpractices. I can inform the Premier that I do not know about them. I have
always acted in a way, unlike my opponent in the previous election-The SPEAKER~Order! I seek from the honourable member for Malvern what action
he is requesting the Minister for Police and Emergency Services to take on this matter.
Mr LEIGH-I am requesting that the Minister approach the Chief Commissioner of
Police about investigating false information that has been spread. The Labor Party has
attempted to cloud the issue by the actions of its members. The Liberal Party has done
nothing wrong.
The SPEAKER-Order! I again ask the honourable member what action he seeks from
the Minister for Police and Emergency Services in respect of the matter he has raised.
Mr LEIGH-The action I seek is for the Minister to approach the Chief Commissioner
to investigate the allegations that I make concerning the establishment of a committee
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comprising members of the Labor Party to confuse the issue over the Nunawading byelection and what the Labor Party has done in that by-election. I believe the result of that
investigation will be that, not only will Mr Peter Batchelor be No. I and No. 2-The SPEAKER-Order! I do not intend to call the Minister for Police and Emer$ency
Services on the matter raised, unless it can be specified, to the satisfaction of the Chau, on
what issue the honourable member seeks action. The honourable member's time has
expired.
Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and Emergency Services)-On a point of order,
Mr Speaker, I acknowledge my Ministerial responsibility in respect of matters raised by
the honourable member for Malvern and believe it is appropriate that I should follow up
the matter with the Chief Commissioner of Police concerning the investigations to which
he refers and the provision of additional resources.
The SPEAKER-Order! I am not sure whether that is a point of order or an explanation
but, in view of the statement made by the Minister, I shall call him at the appropriate
time.
Mr W. D. McGRATH (Lowan)-I direct a matter of concern to many grain growers to
the attention of the Minister for Transport. It relates to a decision of the Minister to
change the date of the wheat harvest from 1 December to 1 November. I understand this
will also apply to last year's grain. The effect of altering the date from 1 December to 1
November will be to make the grain carried by V/Line during the collection period-that
is, last season's grain-subject to the 6 per cent increase that has recently been announced.
My understanding of V/Line's figures is that it will probably cart 400 or 500 tonnes of
last year's harvest, so grain growers will be subject to an addItional freight bill of about
$500000 or thereabouts. It would be of concern to grain growers if that were to happen.
I understand that last year the Minister altered the date back to 1 November, but did
not impose the increased freight charges. As all other States observe 1 December as the
commencement date for the new harvest, the announcement of increases in freight handling
charges should apply from 1 December. I ask the Minister to ensure that the increase in
freight charges he has announced for the forthcoming harvest will not apply to the grain
from last year's harvest that is carried by V/Line between 1 November and 1 December
this year.
Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster)-I direct to the attention of the Minister for Local
Government the fact that nine municipalities in the outer eastern area, which are part of
the Outer Eastern Municipalities Association, have for eight months been trying to obtain
answers from the Cain Government to letters about policies of the Government in its
human resources program. On 21 February, 12 August, 19 August and 16 September
letters were written to the Premier, the Minister for Health and the Minister for Community
Services, but not one has been answered. Only acknowledgments have been sent. This
situation is contrary to all that is right and proper in the role of municipal versus State
activities. It is clear that the Labor Party policy is to provide a framework for local
councils.
Mr SIMMONDS (Minister for Local Government)-On a point of order, I am having
difficulty understanding what the honourable member is seeking from me as Minister for
Local Government. He is apparently addressing a matter to the Premier, the Minister for
Health and another Minister. I ask that he be specific in the material he is seeking.
The SPEAKER-Order! I do not uphold the point of order. The honourable member
for Doncaster is only I minute into his 5-minute contribution. However, he is entering
into comments on a political party's policy, and I suggest that he deal specifically with the
matter he wishes to raise with the Minister.
Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster)-I am sure the Minister for Local Government, with his
compassionate nature, will agree with me. There is nothing more important than social
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welfare in an era in which the population over 60 years of age is increasing, as is the
population of young homeless unemployed, deserted wives and other casualties of the
economic and social breakdown that is now afflicting our community.
The Government is not following its own policies. The Government is in the process of
preparing a human resource report which has been under way since 1982. I want to see
that report, as do the nine municipalities in the eastern suburbs.
Income tax reimbursement to those municipalities has been reduced by the
Commonwealth Government from 2 per cent of revenue to 1·8 per cent. It is intolerable
that the burden of social welfare, fundamentally a Commonwealth responsibility, has
been transferred from the State Government to the lowest tier of Government, local
government.
I assure the Minister that if this sort of prevarication continues, as sure as night follows
day the State will have a Kennett Government. Six Labor members of Parliament in the
outer eastern areas will be defeated at the next election on this issue and on the lack of
funding for public roads.
I appeal to the Minister to shake up his colleagues who, in common decency, should
answer correspondence sent to them.
Mr JASPER (Murray Valley)-The matter I raise for the attention of the Minister for
Industry, Technology and Resources concerns the current inquiry into the liquor industry
undertaken by Dr John Nieuwenhuysen.
Can the Minister indicate to the House the progress of that report? I understand that
the report was to be finalized before the end of this financial year. An allocation of
$240 241 was made in the 1984-85 Appropriation Bill for a review mto the Liquor Control
Act. An allocation of$26 000 has been made in the Appropriation Bill for 1985-86.
People within the industry are concerned about many aspects of the operation of the
liquor industry and the Liquor Control Act. When the review was commenced it was
indicated that the report would be prepared and be made available prior to the end of
1985.
Can the Minister indicate what progress has been made and if there is to be an interim
report? Has the Minister extended the time in which the report is to be completed? What
action will be taken to investigate some anomalies in the Act during the current session of
Parliament? Representations have been made to the Minister as they have been to myself.
The SPEAKER-Order! I should advise the honourable member for Murray Valley
that he is out of order if he is seeking legislation. If the honourable member is asking the
Minister to take some action he is in order.
Mr JASPER-I hope the Minister will be able to indicate to the House the progress of
the report and whether an interim report will be made.
Mr WEIDEMAN (Frankston South)-The matter I raise with the Minister for Education
concerns the Frankston Heights Primary School in Robinia Street, Frankston, which is on
an extremely small site.
The school has 800 or more pupils and is now catering for the children of the local estate
which adjoins the area in Frankston Heights where some 200 sites are being made available
for building blocks. This will result in an increasing population in the area.
When visiting the school and consulting with the school council, as I did Tuesday
fortnight ago, I was informed that the council is preparing submissions and expects that
an interim planning committee will be established to formulate plans for a new school on
the Lakewood Estate in 1988.
The problem appears to be the exceptionally small site of the school. The number of
portable class-rooms required on the site has reduced the play area to a very minimal size.
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Recently, a car park was installed to provide for cars of teachers and other personnel,
which again reduced the over-all play area. The school is waiting for the appropriate
authority to give permission for an interim planning committee to be established to plan
the proposed school on the Lakewood Estate. I urge the Minister for Education to consider
allowing the group within the Lakewood estate to get on with that planning. The school
that was established in Mount Eliza North took some three and a half to four xears to
plan. Initially it was a portable school and a more substantial structure was bullt some
time after.
In the interests of parents and children of the area, I ask, so that a school can be
established, that a planning committee be formed so that parents understand what
education facilities will be provided for the estate. At present there is a poor transport
facility and some parents have difficulty getting children down to the Robinia Street
school. The school has a problem of being very small. A superb job has been done in
raising funds to transfer shelter rooms into class-rooms to accommodate large numbers of
students. I urge the Minister to attend to these matters.
Mr COLEMAN (Syndal)-The matter I wish to raise with the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services concerns the action of the police on Tuesday morning at the Mount
Waverley railway station where twenty cars were booked for being parked in an area on
the railway reservation outside a designated parking area. The railways inform me that
the cars were commuter cars and were using the facilities of the railways and were not in
any way interfering with the operations of the railways.
However, for reasons that are not clear, the police booked the twenty cars that were
parked there for the day. This has become common practice and the area has been used
for car parking at the station for some time.
I hope the Minister will clarify this matter in discussions with the Minister for Transport
and the police. I should like to know why the action was taken and what action will be
taken now to withdraw those notices.

Mr FORDHAM (Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources)-The honourable
member for Murray Valley raised with me the current time-table for the review under way
of the inquiry into the liquor industry in this State, a review initiated by my prestigious
predecessor who is acknowledged as a great reformer. I met today with Dr John
Nieuwenhuysen, who is undertaking the review, and it is very much on stream. The report
is expected by the end of January. It will then need to be printed and made ready for
further consideration. I expect that I will be able to inform the honourable member and,
indeed, the people of Victoria early in the new year on the final time-table for what will be
a most important report on the liquor industry.
Mr ROPER (Minister for Transport)-The honourable member for Bulleen raised a
question concerning Metropolitan Transit Authority funding. He appears to believe that
the Government should provide an extra $30 million for funding of the authority, which
is interesting given his earlier contribution in the Budget debate in which he said there
should be less Government expenditure rather than more. He, like many of his colleagues,
takes the view that they should show all care but have no responsibility; they promise tax
cuts and extra expenditure.
The Government has significantly increased funding for the authority but not by as
much as the authority management would have liked. There has been a 17 per cent
increase in funds, which is well short of the amount it originally requested. The authority
is examining ways of improving its efficiency and one of those ways is not to use conductors
on some buses. The authority has suggested to me, and some further work is being done
on it, that one way to improve economic efficiency is not to have conductors on buses on
a number of routes.
The honourable member alleged that this was some form of discrimination against the
electorate he represents. In fact, private buses throughout Victoria do not have conductors.
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The honourable member may not know that. They do not have conductors in country
areas either. The great majority of services run by the tram and bus division do not have
conductors. Clearly, the authority is proposing a change that will require discussions with
relevant unions about whether it is an appropriate change.
If the honourable member knew anything about transport services, which he obviously
does not, he would know that bus routes such as that to Fishermens Bend-which is
certainly not represented by the Liberal Party and is not likely to be-have conductors
and would be affected by any such change. I shall consider these matters and ascertain
whether there is a way in which the authority can be more cost efficient in providing the
services required. The honourable member chortles on; he may not be aware that his party
when, it was in government, decided to spend funds not on public transport for Doncaster
but on a major freeway.
The honourable member for Lowan raised the question of the date of the rises in grain
freight rates. I shall take up the matter with V/Line. The honourable member should know
that the rise is the lowest that has occurred in grain freight rates over the past seven years
and the date should reflect the harvest, which does not start from 1 December; it begins in
the next couple of weeks. I shall take up the matter up with the Ministry and report back
to the honourable member.

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Education)-The honourable member for Geelong raised
an issue for the attention of the Minister for Conservation, Forests and Lands concerning
the Haymarket site presently used for car parking, which will be required for the
construction of a police station.
The Government has no moral or legal responsibility to provide compensation for the
loss of a car parking facility. However, I shall ask my colleague to examine whether the
Government can assist the Geelong City Council in identifying some Crown land allotments
close to the city business district which can be used for car parking purposes.
The honourable member for Frankston South referred to the difficulties that are being
faced in planning for sufficient school facilities in his electorate. The honourable member
indicated that the present site for the Frankston Heights Primary School is too small in a
growing area that has an increasing population and poor public transport.
The honourable member suggested that what is required is an interim planning
committee to examine whether a new school is needed in the Lakewood Estate. I shall
raise that matter with the acting regional director of the Westemport region.

Mr SIMMONDS (Minister for Local Government)-The honourable member for
Doncaster referred to nine municipalities in the outer eastern suburbs. I gather from his
remarks that he is concerned about the capacity of councils to deliver human services. I
draw the attention of the honourable member to the fact the Government has announced
its policy to restructure local government. I suggest the honourable member put a question
on notice detailing the involvement of the nine outer-eastern municipalities. If the
honourable member does that, I shall ensure that he receives a substantial answer to the
various aspects of the question he has raised tonight.
I draw the attention of the honourable member to the fact that the honourable member
for Polwarth has had some experience in this area as a result of the numerous visits I have
made to his electorate in relation to the proposed amalgamation of the shires of Heytesbury,
Hampden and Camperdown. I draw the attention of the honourable member to an article
that appeared in the Camperdown Chronicle of Friday, 11 October, which quotes the
honourable member for Polwarth. That article states, inter alia:
Polwarth Member of Parliament, Mr Ian Smith, said he was utterly convinced the State Government was well
on the way to forcing amalgamation.
"In the light of that it seems to me that there would be a lot of advantages for municipalities to see if they can
sort out any differences ifany and work towards setting their own boundary restructuring," he added.
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That is important because certain financial aspects will need to be dealt with. I commend
the advice of the honourable member for Polwarth to the honourable member for
Doncaster. The article further states:
For example, Mr Smith was asked, how did he see the situation with a shire such as Hampden and a low
indebtedness having to share the responsibility of the bigger debts in Heytesbury and Camperdown?
"I don't see a big problem in sorting that out", Mr Smith replied. "You have your zonings which would relate
as near as you could to the boundaries."
"Y ou would have to make some rating adjustment if you altered the boundaries because you would have a
revolution if you tried to impose the debts of some on to others."

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster)-On a point of order, Mr Speaker, I do not believe the
electorate of Polwarth has anything to do with the question I asked. I want the Minister to
ensure that these municipalities receive an answer.
Mr SIMMONDS (Minister for Local Government)-On the point of order, Mr Speaker,
the honourable member for Doncaster raised a matter for the attention of the Premier, the
Minister for Community Services and the Minister for Health but he sought my assistance
as the Minister for Local Government in dealing with the issues raised. Those issues are
clearly bound up in the question of the restructuring of municipal boundaries and the
capacity of local government to deliver human services. The honourable member's
colleague, the honourable member for Polwarth, has put forward some sound and
constructive suggestions on how those amalgamations can be achieved. I commend the
newspaper article to the honourable member for Doncaster.
The SPEAKER-Order! I believe the Minister has amplified his comments on the point
of order. I do not uphold the point of order, but I ask the Minister to round offhis remarks.
Mr SIMMONDS-Certainly, Mr Speaker. I further advise the honourable member for
Doncaster that the general proposed amendments to the Local Government Act were
circulated last week. They will give councils, such as the nine councils in the outer-eastern
area, a degree of competency and efficiency which they currently do not possess.
That is one leg of the trifecta that the Government is offering regarding the restructure
program of local government. I also advise the honourable member that the appointment
of the full-time Chairman of the Local Government Commission, Mr Stuart Morris, to
carry out that program, will expedite those arrangements. I recommend that he invites Mr
Stuart Morris to those nine municipalities so that they can receive up-to-date information
as to the Government's intentions-and I should certainly appreciate any invitation to
me to do likewise.
Mr MA THEWS (Minister for Police and Emergency Services)-The honourable
member for Syndal raised with me the matter of the police having booked a number of
motorists outside the Waverley railway station in circumstances where the car parking
spaces that the motorists were using were available to them by common usage. I should
be happy to take up the matter with the police on behalf of the honourable member and
obtain the view of the police on the matter.
The honourable member for Malvern sought my assistance in obtaining additional
police resources for the inquiry into the impersonation of mountain district cattlemen by
Liberal stooges, as part of the Liberal Party campaign and dirty tricks to mislead voters at
the Nunawading by-election.
I am not surprised that the honourable member should raise this matter tonight, given
the grave turn this matter has taken during the course of the day. So far as I am aware of
the matters, the honourable member's personal connection with the matter is, at this stage,
limited to the fact that he is known to have encouraged and, indeed, subverted, one of the
authentic mountain cattlemen-Mr KENNETT (Leader of the Opposition)-Mr Speaker, I raise a point of order
relating to Standing Orders. The Minister has contravened Standing Order No. 108, and I
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believe honourable members have been subjected to enough of his abuse of the Parliament,
and I suggest you, Sir, call him to order.
The SPEAKER-Order! I intend to ensure that Standing Order No. 108 is not
contravened in any way, shape or form; I do not believe the Minister has yet done so. I do
not uphold the pomt of order, but I shall certainly ensure that the Minister does not cross
against Standing Order No. 108.
Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and Emergency Services)-I shall certainly be
guided by your ruling in every respect, Mr Speaker. It is my understanding that the
involvement of the honourable member for Malvern, up to the point so far established, is
that he was observed getting one of the authentic mountain cattlemen to cease handing
out the mountain cattlemen's how-to-vote card and instead to hand out the Liberal Party
how-to-vote card, thus compounding the deception which was being practised.
I am not aware of whether the honourable member for Malvern was also one of the
Liberal stooges who dressed as a mountain cattleman and, on that basis-Mr KENNETT (Leader of the Opposition)-On a further point of order, Mr Speaker, I
seek your guidance. For a member of Parliament to describe another as a "stooge" is quite
obviously a reference-and I refer you to Standing Order No. 108-to "imputations of
improper motives". That is the way in which the Minister expressed it and I suggest to
you, Mr Speaker, that it is out of order.
Mr FORDHAM (Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources)-On a point of
order, Mr Speaker, if you uphold this point of order it will make a farce of the operation
of Parliament. That is my opinion. I am seeking your guidance on this matter.
No person more than the Leader of the Opposition, over recent weeks, has cast more
aspersions on other members of the House. Hansard will verify that fact beyond doubt
and I am happy to leave honourable members to make their own judgment after reading
the Hansard report.
I suggest what is required is a proper measure of judgment on your part, Mr Speaker, as
to how Standing Order No. 108 should be interpreted, given the realities of political life,
rather than every time an adjective is used to describe another honourable member that
member can then stand up and say,"I regard that as alluding to an improper motive or
casting a personal reflection on me". That would make Parliamentary democracy a farce.
The SPEAKER-Order! I do not intend to rule on the point of order. During the course
of today's proceedings I have been asked to come back to this House on the matter of the
interpretation of Standing Order No. 108 and, in respect of imputations, certain matters
which I intend to deal with on some occasion when it suits my purpose.
I suggest to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services that he exercise discretion
and decorum in the manner in which he is handling the response to the matter raised on
the motion for the adjournment of the sitting.
Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and Emergency Services)-Yes, it is my intention
to exercise the greatest discretion and decorum in responding to this matter raised with
me by a member of the Opposition.
When the Leader of the Opposition set off on his customary attempt to muddle me on
these matters, I was saying that I was not aware of whether the honourable member for
Malvern had been one of those Liberal stooges who was dressed up as a nlountain district
cattleman for the purpose of misleading the electors of the Nunawading Province at the
time of the by-election.
However, I do know that today we have conclusively established the identity of one of
those stooges. I refer, of course, to Mr Phillip Miller, alias Mr Phillip McGuire. We have
made progress during the course of today. Mr Miller ran~ the honourable member for
Wantirna during the day and acknowledged to her that he IS in fact the Mr Phillip Miller

Adjournment

23 October 1985

ASSEMBLY

1229

who served as a Ministerial adviser to the honourable member for Ripon when he was a
Minister in the former Government. So, Mr Speaker, a link between Mr Phillip Miller,
alias Mr Phillip McGuire of the Liberal Party, through the honourable member for Ripon
has now been conclusively established.
When I raised this matter in response to a question, the honourable member for Ripon
said-and I heard him this morning-that he had never seen the person who is depicted
in the photograph.
Mr AUSTIN (Ripon)-On a point of order, I certainly did not say the words that have
been attributed to me. I did not make any statement that I had not heard of Mr Miller. I
think it is under Standing Order No. 108-The SPEAKER-Order! I ask the honourable member for Ripon to commence his
point of order again as I am unable to hear what he is saying because of the barrage of
interjections.
Mr AUSTIN-I am sorry that the Government members are so disorderly, and that it
is difficult for you to hear me, Mr Speaker.
The SPEAKER-If I could control them, I would.
Mr AUSTIN-I certainly did not use the words it has been said I used earlier today.
The point of order is that the Minister has made statements that are a personal reflection
on me. According to my understanding of Standing Order No. 108, that is completely out
of order.
The SPEAKER-Order! I do not believe that that is a point of order, it is a personal
explanation, which I shall accept without the usual formalities.
I call the Minister for Police and Emergency Services and I again ask him to respect the
difficulties of the Chair with this matter, on which guidelines have not been set, as was
requested. I ask the honourable gentleman to conclude his remarks.
Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and Emergency Services)-Naturally, I accept the
explanation the honourable member for Ripon has given. I apologize to him for my
misunderstanding of his reaction this morning.
I said today that Mr Phillip Miller, alias Mr Phillip McGuire, had also edited the Liberal
Party publication, the Nunawading Post, which was circulated at the time of the byelection in Nunawading. Mr Miller has confirmed in his conversation with the honourable
member for Wantirna that that is the case, that he edited that publication and that he
wrote in it under the name of Mr Phillip Miller and under the name of Mr Phillip
McGuire. I say that the connection between Mr Miller/McGuire and the Liberal Party has
once again been confirmed.
A further matter has come to light in the course of the day. The photograph that I tabled
this morning, which established the identity of Mr Miller/McGuire, was taken by the
honourable member for Waverley Province in another place. The honourable member for
Waverley Province has revealed in the other place during the day that, such was the
sensitivity of the Liberal Party on this matter and such was the anxiety of the Liberal Party
that its connection with the bogus mountain cattleman be not exposed, that Mr Miller/
McGuire actually tried to assault Mr Kennedy and recover from him the film he had
taken. Mr Kennedy was obliged to retreat to his car and Mr Miller then tried to punch
him through the window and also attempted to tear off the rear vision mirror.
In view of the developments, I am not surprised that the honourable member for
Malvern should seek my assistance tonight. It was plain that assistance was required to
investigate the matters that have now been exposed. The link between the Liberal Party
and the dirty tricks campai~n in Nunawading is now conclusively established. There is no
way it can be hedged. It IS clear cut: a former Ministerial adviser to the honourable
member for Ripon is the editor and writer of the Liberal Party propaganda sheet in
N unawading.
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Mr KENNETI (Leader of the Opposition)-On a point of order, Mr Speaker, 1 seek
your guidance. When a Minister of the Crown, against the wishes of his Premier, casts
reflections on the outcome of a police inquiry into arriatter that the Premier has said quite
consistently should not be commented upon-- .

Honourable member interjecting.
Mr KENNETT-I am arguing whether it is appropriate in this House that the Minister
for Police and Emergency Services in this State should determine in his own mind, in this
place, under privilege, that certain people are already guilty.
Given the customs of this House, 1 should have thought it entirely inappropriate and a
total misuse of the privilege of this place. Ifthe Minister for Police and Emergency Services
wants to make these accusations, he should make them outside Parliament.
The Minister for Police and Emergency Services should not misuse the forms of
Parliament any longer to prejudge the guilt or innocence of any individual or organization,
and that is entirely different from answering a question without presuming guilt.
This man, the Minister for Police and Emergency Services, is making insinuations about
inquiries, for whic)l he has responsibility, in a totally irresponsible way. He is misusing
Parliament; he is misusing the forms of Parliament and he is an absolute disgrace to the
office which he holds.
The SPEAKER-Order! 1 do not believe the M'lIllster for Police and Emergency Services
has yet infringed the rules, practices or procedures of Parliament. Therefore, 1 do not
uphold the point of order.
There is recourse to the Opposition and any other group within the Parliament to take
action, if they so desire, in respect of whatever action on which the Minister is embarking.
1 call on the Minister to round off his remarks.
Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and Emergency Services)-The Leader of the
Opposition, who has recklessly thrown around names and accusations in this place for the
past two weeks, is poorly placed to make the types of remarks that he has just made. That
man has been in the gutter for the past two weeks!
Mr Kennett-You are a psycho!
The SPEAKER-Order! 1 ask the Minister to return to the subject that is before the
House, to not make personal imputations and to round offhis remarks on the matter that
has been raised.
Mr MATHEWS-I believe, in fairness, that you will acknowledge, Mr Speaker, that 1
was sorely provoked by the hypocrisy displayed by the Leader of the Opposition.
The SPEAKER-Order! 1 should also advise the Minister that the Chair has been sorely
provoked.
Mr MATHEWS-I acknowledge that, and you, Mr Speaker, would have responded in
the same way.
The matter raised with me was the provision of additional police resources for the
investigation into these matters. 1 reject out of hand the imputation that the Police Force
is not pursuing these matters with the fullest vigour. As I recall, the matters were referred
to the Police Force within the past ten days. It is my understanding that the police are
pursuing the matter with utmost vigour, as they pursue all other investigations referred
for their attention, such as the bogus how-to-vote card that the Liberal Party promoted in
the name of the Save Prince Henry's Hospital Committee in Monash Province; such as
the bogus how-to-vote card that the Liberal Party used in order to mislead Labor voters in
Gippsland at the time of the State election; and such as the other dirty tricks which are
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gradually coming to light about all these matters. I shall, however, convey to the police
the sentiments expressed by the honourable member for Malvern.
The motion was agreed to.
The House adjourned at 12.50 a.m. (Thursday).
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Thursday, 24 October 1985
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T. Edmunds) took the chair at 10.35 a.m. and read the
prayer.
QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

CONDUCT OF MINISTER FOR POLICE AND EMERGENCY
SERVICES
Mr KENNETT (Leader of the Opposition)-In view of the fact that during last nights
debate on the motion for the adjournment of the sitting the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services prejudged the guilt of individuals and organizations that are the
subject of independent investigations by the police and the Chief Electoral Officer, does
the Premier agree that the Minister's conduct was improper and irresponsible, given his
responsibility for police matters, and that, therefore, the only proper course for the Premier
now to take is to remove the Minister from his portfolio and institute an impartial Royal
Commission into all the circumstances surrounding the Nunawading by-election?
The SPEAKER-Order! I advise the House that the portion of the question of the
Leader of the Opposition requesting the Premier's opinion about the matter is out of
order.
Mr CAIN (Premier)-I find this question pretty rich coming from the Leader of the
Opposition because he and his supporters have done nothing for the past two weeks except
endeavour to pre-empt the investigation of complaints that are being carried out by the
Chief Electoral Officer. How he would have the gall to make that assertion today escapes
me.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr CAIN-I heard the Leader of the Opposition last night and I have heard him during
the past six days. If anybody has set the pace of this matter of endeavouring to intrude
into the role of the Chief Electoral Officer, it has been the Leader of the Opposition and
those who sit behind him.
Over the past three days, we have had the instance of members of the Opposition
9ropping names, which I guess are on the list supplied by Bill Hartley-because that is the
lot they are in coalition with. Members of the Opposition have been using names to try to
get a headline regardless of the people involved. Members of the Opposition are the people
who abuse this place and who have sought to take on the role that the Chief Electoral
Officer has and is undertaking. For the Leader of the Opposition to come into this place
and make any criticism of somebody else responding to matters raised is the height of
impudence, and the Leader of the Opposition is not unknown for his impudence and
arrogance in these matters. The Opposition has conducted a campaign that has sought as
its object to try to intrude into the process.
Mr Austin interjected.
Mr CAIN-The Deputy Leader of the Opposition is in coalition with Mr Bill Hartley.
It is said that the Deputy Leader of the Opposition, Bill Hartley and Jeft' Kennett are in
coalition. On the first day the matter was raised I said that there was an obligation on all
honourable members to keep out of the matter to allow the investigation to take place. On
several occasions since then I have said the same thing. I noted yesterday that the
honourable member for Gippsland West-when the going got a bit tough-also said the
same thing when he referred to what I had urged the House to do. I think he used the
words "to my credit".
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The Opposition cannot whinge in this place about matters that are being raised because
it set the pace over the past few weeks. The Chief Electoral Officer has a job to do, and, as
I have said before, the Government intends to see that he does it.

MOUNTAIN DISTRICT CATTLEMEN'S ASSOCIATION OF
VICTORIA
Mr ROSS-EDW ARDS (Leader of the National Party)-I refer the Minister for Police
and Emergency Services to the very serious accusations he made against the Mountain
District Cattlemen's Association of Victoria. Is the Minister aware of a statement made
on 11 October by Mr Graeme Stoney, the liaison officer for the Mountain District
Cattlemen's Association of Victoria, that the association's how-to-vote cards used in the
Nunawading Province by-election were handed out by all major political parties, including
the Labor Party? In view of this statement by a very distinguished and well thought of
Australian, will the Minister consider apologizing for his recent outburst against the
association?
Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and Emergency Services)-I have made no
criticism, cast no aspersions, against the Mountain District Cattlemen's Association of
Victoria. I have criticized the Liberal stooges who have infiltrated and subverted the
mountain cattlemen's association.
Mr Leigh interjected.
Mr MATHEWS-The honourable member for Malvern demonstrates clearly that it
takes more than bulldust to make a mountain cattleman. The honourable member for
Malvern is all bulldust but it does not make him a cattleman.
Mr LEIGH (Malvern)-On a point of order, Mr Speaker, the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services has used an unparliamentary expression.
Mr FORDHAM (Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources)-On the point of
order, Mr Speaker, I am not sure whether the expression to which the honourable member
referred is unparliamentary, but, no doubt, being a loyal son of the soil, he would be
delighted with being so described.
The SPEAKER-Order! That is not a point of order. If the honourable member for
Malvern seeks the withdrawal of a word or a phrase, he should attempt to do so. I did not
hear the expression to which the honourable member referred and, if he would advise the
Chair of the expression to which he objects, I shall decide on the point of order.
Mr LEIGH (Malvern)-Mr Speaker, 1 believe the Minister's expression was "bulldust".
The SPEAKER-Order! 1 should advise the House that 1 do not believe that the
expression is serious enough to be withdrawn. 1 refer honourable members to May, the
twentieth edition, at page 432, under the heading "Allegations against Members." The
paragraph commences that there ought to be "good temper and moderation" in the use of
Parliamentary language. I ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services to observe
that practice.
lVlr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and Emergency Services)-I am aware of a
statement made by Mr Graeme Stoney, the President of the Mountain District Cattlemen's
Association of Victoria in connection with a public meeting held in the Nunawading area
by the Victorian National Parks Association. On that occasion the hall was invaded by
some 20 or 30 noisy men, all dressed in moleskins, loud shirts, boots and what passed for
cattlemen's hats. They carried placards calling for a fair go for the cattlemen and interrupted
the meeting with interjections. The effect of their protest was somewhat spoiled when Mr
Stoney, the president of the association, entered the hall, looked at the motley throng and
remarked, "I do not know who these people are, but 1 am the only cattleman in the room".
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That illustrates the whole thrust and direction of what I have been saying in the House
for the past week. I have stated on several occasions that the bona fide Mountain District
Cattlemen's Association of Victoria, with its genuine concerns, has been infiltrated and
subverted by brummies, by bogus members of the Liberal Party and by impostors who
substituted themselves for mountain cattlemen outside booths at the Nunawading byelection and who consciously set out to mislead Nunawading voters.
Mr LIEBERMAN (Benambra)-On a point of order, Mr Speaker, I raise the Question
of the privilege of this House. The Minister is responsible for the portfolio of police and
emergency services, and, as such, is involved in ensuring the integrity of public
investigations being undertaken by the Police Force and the Chief Electoral Officer.
The statements just made by the Minister establish, in his view, the guilt of people who
may be guilty or Innocent and who have not yet been charged with an offence, but are
subject to a police investigation that could well lead to charges if the Director of Public
Prosecutions so recommends.
This is a serious matter which, in my view, involves a matter of privilege of this House.
If the Minister is allowed to continue, he puts in jeopardy his own position as Minister for
Police and Emergency Services and he also puts the ParlIament in jeopardy.
Mr Fordham interjected.
Mr LIEBERMAN-The Deputy Premier interjected, "Benambra is next". No, he has
just changed that; intimidation will not make me stop. This is a most serious matter and
you, Mr Speaker, have the invidious task of ruling on my point of order and determining
whether this Minister of the Crown may continue his tirade of abuse in asserting that
people are guilty of possible criminal action when the matter is subject to an investigation
by police under his portfolio before that investigation is completed.
The SPEAKER-Order! I do not uphold the point of order, although I sympathize with
the honourable member for Benambra who has made a len~thy contribution on the point
of order. I ask the Minister for Police and Emergency SerVIces, as I have asked him on a
number of occasions, to temper his remarks with good order and decorum suitable for
Parliament.
Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and Emergency Services)-That is a good example
of the points of order raised by the honourable member for Benambra. As he is a member
of the Mountain District Cattlemen's Association, I thought the honourable member for
Benambra would have shared the indignation expressed by the association's president, Mr
Stoney, over the way in which the association's legitimate activities in the Nunawading
area were subverted, infiltrated and rorted by Liberal stooges. I deeply resent the innuendo
of the honourable member for Benambra and the earlier innuendo of the Leader of the
Opposition in suggesting that the Victoria Police would do other than pursue this matter
thoroughly and impartially to its logical conclusion.
I have done no more than report in this House what Mr Miller, alias Mr McGuire, said
last night to the honourable member for Wantirna. He acknowledged that he was the
Ministerial adviser formerly employed by the honourable member for Ripon. He
acknowledged that he had worked on that shabby Liberal propaganda rag, the Nunawading
Post, both under his own name and under the alias of Phillip McGuire. I say to the Leader
of the National Party that he, too, should get behind Mr Stoney in expressing the proper
resentment of genuine mountain cattlemen about the way their cause has been prostituted
and misused.

PREMIER'S VISIT TO RUTHERGLEN
Mr McDONALD (Whittlesea)-Will the Premier give details to the House of his visit
later today to Rutherglen and north-eastern Victoria?
Mr CAIN (Premier)-Later today I shall visit Rutherglen to perform the opening
ceremony of the Rutherglen field day. I shall use the opportunity to announce details of
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the establishment of the Rural Affairs Office. The office is tangible evidence of the
Government's commitment to assist rural communities. This is particularly relevant in
the context of the Government's long-term economic strategy, which recognizes that
agriculture has a much wider definition than just farming.
The strategy recognizes that agriculture, in its broadest sense, is one of the cornerstones
of the Victorian economy and that a range of measures are required to assist it to be
competitive and'to ensure that agricultural industries are able to compete and survive at
the international level. Measures such as controlling the cost of services, assisting in
boosting productivity, research and development, export marketing arrangements and so
on will all be the subject of consideration by the office.
The work of the new Office of Rural Affairs will relate to the whole way of life of people
in rural communities. The office will improve the level of Government service beyond
matters that are associated directly with production processes of the land and will coordinate policy review, research and communication among Government departments
that affect agriculture. The work will be wide-ranging and the Government is seeking the
services of staff who are flexible and who have a broad range of skills. I am not surprised
that the Opposition does not want to hear about matters in which it says it is interested.
Mr B. J. EVANS (Gippsland East)-On a point of order, Mr Speaker, the Premier is
making a Ministerial statement under the guise of answering a question. The Premier's
answer should be put in the form of a Ministerial statement so that it can be debated by
the House.
The SPEAKER-Order! There may well be a Ministerial statement later, but I do not
uphold the point of order.
Mr CAIN (Premier)-I was talking about the range of activities with which the Rural
Affairs Office would be concerned. The Government will make appointments to that office
during the next few months and those appointments will include people who can provide
those services to rural people. It is expected that the office will be operating early next
year.
The establishment of the office reflects the Government's concern that seasonal and
economic difficulties affecting parts of rural Victoria do have a human face. Sometimes
that human face remains hidden as people try to shut away their problems and despair.
Mr Crozier interjected.
Mr CAIN-To pick up the interjection of the honourable member for Portland, often
Government services are available but people do not know about them or how to use
them. The Minister for Agriculture and Rural Affairs and the Minister for Community
Services are looking at ways of identifying the gaps in services in rural areas and plugging
those gaps where possible.
The establishment of the Rural Affairs Office is a major initiative that will be of great
benefit to all parts of Victoria and I should have thought that it would be supported by the
Opposition and the National Party.

NUNA WADING BY-ELECTION
Mr CROZIER (Portland)-I ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services what
action he will take about a Labor Party Parliamentarian who misrepresented himself as
an Age photographer during the Nunawading by-election.
Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and Emergency Services)-I find it quite
extraordinary that the honourable member for Portland or any other honourable member
from the Opposition benches should raise with me or any other Minister an issue involving
misrepresentation during the N unawading by-election campaign.
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The House is deeply indebted, indeed, to the honourable member for Waverley Province
in another place for having the foresight and the initiative to photograph Mr Phillip Miller,
alias Mr Phillip McGuire. What sorts of people need aliases to masquerade under? The
honourable member for Waverley Province had the foresight and the initiative to
photograph this Liberal imposter masquerading as a member of the Mountain District
Cattlemen's Association for the purpose of misleading the voters of the Nunawading
Province. There was no other purpose whatsoever than to mislead the voters.
The honourable member for Waverley Province took that step at some considerable
personal risk because so deep was the sense of guilt on the part of Mr Miller, alias Mr
McGuire, about the conspiracy in which he was involved to mislead the people of the
Nunawading Province, that he tried to seize the camera from the honourable member for
Waverley Province and take the film which had the evidence of his impersonation. Further,
when the honourable member for Waverley Province got into his car to get out of the way
of the unwelcome attentions ofMr Miller, alias Mr McGuire, Mr Miller alias Mr McGuire
tried to break into the car, to smash the windows in an attempt to seize the camera and
remove the film. When he could not smash the window, he tried to tear off the rear vision
mirror from the car.
I invite the attention of members of the Opposition to the sorts of people with whom
they have chosen to associate themselves in this effort to mislead the voters of the
Nunawading Province. The honourable member for Caul field would do well ~o remain
silent. It is well remembered that he had the corpses-Honourable members interjecting.
Mr TANNER (Caulfield)-On a point of order, the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services is going through his theatrics and now he has brought me into the debate. I was
quietly listening to the honourable gentleman with great interest. I would appreciate it if
he would continue his answer without throwing insults at me.
The SPEAKER-Order! There is no point of order and I rule accordingly, but I commend
the honourable member for Caulfield for sitting silently.
Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and Emergency Services)-I was merely going to
remind the honourable member for Caul field that it is well remembered that he had the
corpses in their coffins voting at his recent preselection.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER-Order! I call on the Minister for Police and Emergency Services to
withdraw the expressions that he has just used, because I find them unparhamentary in
the context of the reply to a question without notice.
Mr MATHEWS-I might say further-Honourable members interjecting.
Mr Kennett-Withdraw it!
Mr MATHEWS-I withdraw. I would say further that last night the honourable member
for Waverley Province, the Honourable C. J. Kennedy, gave the other place his personal
assurance that there was no truth whatsoever in the allegations made by Mr Miller alias
Mr McGuire that Mr Kennedy had passed himself off as an Age photographer.
I say again: it is astonishing that members of the Opposition will talk in the House about
misrepresentation when their hands are so far from clean.

VICTORIAN DAIRY INDUSTRY AUTHORITY
Mr W ALLACE (Gippsland South)-I hope my question gets back to what question
time is all about.
Honourable members interjecting.
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The SPEAKER-Order! I ask the House to come to order to hear the question.

Mr W ALLACE-My question is addressed to the Premier: what action does the Premier
intend to take against the management of the Victorian Dairy Industry Authority because
of its mismanagement of funds for dairy farmers of Victoria, where funds were allocated
from a pool and then withdrawn, considering that many of these farmers committed
themselves to buying more stock and farm machinery and now they do not have those
funds?
Mr CAIN (Premier)-I should like the honourable member to supply me with details.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr CAIN-The honourable member has made allegations in his question. If the
honourable member will supply me with the details of the allegations he is making in
regard to the management and conduct of that authority, I will take the matter up with
the Minister for Agriculture and Rural Affairs and endeavour to provide him with an
answer.

BUILDERS LABOURERS FEDERATION
Mr KIRKWOOD (Preston)-Will the Minister for Employment and Industrial Affairs
advise the House of the actions being taken to overcome bans imposed by the Builders
Labourers Federation as a result of events at the Collingwood Social Club on Friday, 18
October?
Mr CRABB (Minister for Employment and Industrial Affairs)-The case of the bans
that have been imposed as a result ofa fracas at the Collingwood Football Club last Friday
night is the latest example of the abuse by the Builders Labourers Federation of trade
union rights and its descent into gangsterism. As a result of the fracas eight persons were
charged with offences ranging from drunkenness to resisting arrest and assaulting police
officers. The people charged have been bailed to appear in court in early December.
Early this week the BLF placed bans on a number of police and court associated projects,
the demand being that the charges against these eight persons be dropped. They, therefore,
placed bans on the Russell Street Watch House project, the Supreme Court restoration
project-both Public Works Department projects-and the Police Academy project at
Waverley, where work has now virtually ground to a halt. These claims are outrageous.
They are an offence not only to the people of the State but also to the trade union
movement.
The Government never has and never will interfere with the system of justice, not for
the BLF and not for anybody else. The Government has demanded a compulsory
conference in the Conciliation and Arbitration Commission on this issue. If the bans are
not lifted, it proposes to stand down the employees concerned and take whatever steps are
necessary to have the work done by persons who are prepared to work. Other actions that
will be taken are that representatives of the Government will appear in the deregistration
hearings before the commission to draw its attention to the latest example of the BLF
abuse of trade union rights.

PETITION
Tbe Clerk-I have received the following petition for presentation to Parliament:

Nurses' conditions and pay
To THE HONOURABLE THE SPEAKER AND MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY IN PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED:
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the State of Victoria sheweth that Victorian nurses'
conditions and pay should be improved. Your petitioners therefore pray that the Government intervene to
ensure that this matter is resolved immediately.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray that.
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By Mr Weideman (82 signatures)
It was ordered that the petition be laid on the table.

GRIEVANCES
The SPEAKER-Order! The question is:
That grievances be noted.

Mr LIEBERMAN (Benambra)-I regard the matters to which I am about to refer as
revealing most serious behaviour on the part of members of the Government and also
most serious threats to the rights of individual citizens in this State, who are apparently
subject at the moment to investigation by members of the Police Force.

I refer to the current controversy regarding the Nunawading by-election, the involvement
of mountain cattlemen and the unfortunate and unprincipled attacks made by the Minister
for Police and Emergency Services on individuals who are unable to defend themselves at
this stage and who are unable to answer the allegations because they have not been charged
by the police with any offence but who are apparently subject to investigation.
I regard the matters to which I shall refer as being an indication that the Government
and the Minister have been involved in an abuse of the privilege one has as a member of
Parliament, a specific privilege and responsibility that ought not to be abused. The
honourable gentleman is a Minister of the Crown involved in the administration ofjustice
as the Minister for Police and Emergency Services.
There has been a gross interference and intrusion by the Minister in the investigation of
a complaint to police involving possible criminal charges against a person known as
McGuire. There has been a macabre, clumsy and unprincipled assault on the right of a
citizen whose behaviour is under investigation. That is a matter of public record.
The actions and words of the Minister are likely to prejudice an independent investigation
by the police on behalf of the Chief Electoral Officer and cause grave embarrassment to
the Director of Public Prosecutions, who ultimately may be involved in determining
whether any offence has been committed and whether a charge should be laid.
The officers involved in a statutory function-the police, the Chief Electoral Officer and
the Director of Public Prosecutions-have been put in an untenable position as a result of
the unbelievably indecent attacks by the Minister-attacks that have amounted to
assertions by him, in unqualified terms, that a man under investigation has indeed been
guilty of fraudulent behaviour likely to mislead electors in Nunawading.
The Minister has accused this man of being guilty. That accusation has been levelled by
a Minister whose duty it is not to involve himself in that form of controversy, and is in
stark contrast to the words of his Premier and the posturing of this Minister himself on
occasions when it suits him in the House in answers to questions.
There has been a sickening example of double standards in this matter. An attempt has
been made to put pressure on people exercising their right of choice, and honourable
members have heard intimidation at its worst.
There has been an improper use of information and there has been misinformation
deliberately fed into the Parliament for dissemination in the press as a result of it being
covered by privilege.
I am a member of the Mountain District Cattlemen's Association of Victoria. I repeat
that declaration I made earlier.
That association has expressed grave concern and alarm at the unprincipled attacks on
its members and at activities of the Government.
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On 11 October 1985, Mr Graeme Stoney issued a press release, a copy of which I shall
make available to honourable members. That press release states:
The mountain cattlemen believe the attempt to involve them in the Nunawading voting card affair was a
smokescreen and spiteful payback at the cattlemen by the Labor Party and the Government. The executive
officer of the Mountain Cattlemen's Association Mr Graeme Stoney from Mansfield said today that absolutely
no financial or any other deal was done between the Liberal Party and the cattlemen before during or after the
Nunawading election.
"Our how-to-vote card was not misleading in any way and it clearly and simply stated that it was a mountain
cattlemen's card and that the cattlemen were asking people to vote for Mrs Varty", he said.
Mr Stoney explained that the Liberals did not see the card until they arrived at the Nunawading polling booths
on the Saturday.
The card was handed out on the day by cattlemen, their associate members and friends. "We had no wish or
need to ask the Liberals for help because people from our group were falling over themselves to help and we
manned the booths in an easy canter", he said.
Mr Stoney drew attention to the popularity of cattlemen's "Driza-Bones" and cattlemen's hats in Melbourne
and said the cattlemen could not be held responsible for what people who were handing out cards for all parties
wore outside a polling booth on a cold day.
"The charge that other people masqueraded as cattlemen is just plain silly", he said.
••• know for a fact that the team handing out our cards included members of all the major political parties
including the Labor Party. On the day they were representing and supporting us, and our stand on sensible and
achievable conservation", he concluded.

I have been told that people handing out how-to-vote cards on that day were supporters
of all political parties. There is no question about that. They exercised their democratic
ri~t to do so. Some of them came from the high plains or had links through their families
With the high plains. Others were associates and friends of associates of the mountain
cattlemen, some of whom live in the cities, some of whom live in the country, and there
is nothing wrong with that. Indeed, it was on the record prior to the by-election that
mountain cattlemen had stated publicly their intention to invite friends and associates to
assist them in the by-election.
I understand that included among those people who were handing out the Mountain
District Cattlemen's Association how-to-vote cards, on that day there was a person who
used to be a senior officer for a Minister in the Whitlam Government; a proud member of
the Labor Party, who regarded the party as having gone off the rails on this issue and who
exercised his right to hand out how-to-vote cards. I have no criticism of that man for doing
what he did because he exercised his democratic right, and he was entitled to do so. He is
a member of the Mountain District Cattlemen's Association, and there is nothing wrong
with what he did.
I should like to place some facts before the House on behalf of a person whose reputation
has so cruelly been attacked and assailed; and _yet he has been unable to answer any charse
because he has not been charged with any offence. He is, of course, a helpless Victim In
this whole situation. I have in my possession some documents regarding the charge that
Mr McGuire was an impostor who involved himself with the association. The documents
indicate, firstly, that Mr McGuire has been a member of the Mountain District Cattlemen's
Association for some years; and, secondly, his family has traced its origins back to Dargo.
I have a copy of a birth certificate showing that Mr McGuire's great-great-grandmother
was born in 1868 at Dargo Aat. I shall make these documents available to honourable
members.
I also have photocopies of early parish plans that show details of the disposition of
Crown land last century in the Dargo plain and in the areas of the County ofWonnagatta;
all of those areas are well known as being part of the high country in Victoria. The parish
plans show clearly that the McGuire family had land granted to it, or land taken up by it,
as far back as the early part of last century. I believe the attack on that innocent person,
Mr McGuire, is an unprincipled cowardly attack, and it oUght to be put to rest urgently by
the press as well as by honourable members on both sides of the House.
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The Opposition dissociates itself from rotten attempts to smear a man and to divert
attention away from a dilemma of this Government because it has become involved in a
problem with Peter Batchelor, the Victorian Secretary of the Australian Labor Party, and
the Nunawading by-election. That is what it is all about.
The matter also involves the Mountain District Cattlemen's Association, which, with
its hundreds of supporters, has became a very effective voice for balanced conservation in
Victoria, a leader in the field that is attracting interest and favourable comment from
many people of goodwill, regardless of their political preferences, and from all walks of
life.
The Government is intent on trying to dent the integrity and good reputation of the
Mountain District Cattlemen's Association because its members had the temerity to stand
up for what they believed in and entered the democratic process by becoming involved in
the election scenario and honestly and sincerely declared themselves as supporters of a
particular candidate because, in this case, that particular candidate supported the policy
that the association had been advocating as being in the best interests of Victoria.
There is no doubt that the Government is attemrting to slur the reputation of that
organization and its members in this State because 0 its dilemma and because the sands
of time are runnin~ out for the Government; because, obviously, this wounded Hamlet in
the form of the MInister for Police and Emergency Services has been shown as being the
axe man and the knifeman in the matter and has failed miserably in that role.
I am concerned and disappointed that other people are becoming involved. For example,
there was an attack by the honourable member for Dandenong on a gentleman called
Brown, and, because I have a high regard for the honourable member, I am looking
forward to him making an apology. All I am saying is that an assertion was made by the
honourable member for Dandenong regarding the behaviour of Mr Brown, alleging that
he was the principal architect of the media reports for the Mountain District Cattlemen·s
Association in the Nunawading by-election.
On Channel 10 last Friday night the allegations were denied. That is on public record. I
cannot judge the truth of this matter except to say there has been a resounding silence
from the honourable member. The honourable member has a duty to come forward and
inform the House of what else he knows or to say that he was wrong. That is all I am
saying at this stage.
The injured Hamlet, the Minister for Police and Emergency Services, that wounded
actor, is about to have the curtain come down on him and the audience will be very
pleased about that. He produced a photograph yesterday to show that this gentleman, who
apparently was Mr McGuire, was masquerading.
I am told that for many years during his early childhood and in his first employment at
the Melbourne Sun, Mr McGuire did in fact go under the name of Miller. That was his
mother's name. An early death occurred in the family and, without knowing all the details,
I understand he was brought up, certainly at some stage of his life, by the other side of the
family and he lived under that name and worked at the Sun as a journalist under that
name, but he is well known as either McGuire or Miller. There is nothing devious about
that; it is on the record.
Yesterday the wounded Hamlet produced a photograph of a man in the garb of a
mountain cattleman, saying, "There it is!" I too have photographs which have been given
to me, that show Mr McGuire on the high plains in his garb, with his horse, and in the
snow. That is frequently his habit. In fact, I understand that in the past twelve months he
has spent much of his time on the high plains and also participated in the ride from
Melbourne to the high plains. I make those photographs available to any honourable
members who wish to see them.
I mention some matters on which the Minister has much to answer for. He told the
House on 15 October, in answer to questions about the Nunawading issue and about the
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mountain cattleman, that his experience is that the Victoria Police approached matters in
an even-handed way and he gave an assurance to the House that there would be no further
interference in the process of the investigation by the police, "either by me" -that is the
Minister's word, "me"-"or any other Minister of this Government". He said that this
has been the procedure the Government has followed consistently from the time of its
election to office and it will be the procedure followed in all future similar incidents. He
placed on record the next day, and has again since, that the matter is officially in the hands
of the police to whom the Chief Electoral Officer referred it, and that that is where it
should be-and I agree with that.
Indeed, the Premier has been at pains since this sessional period commenced to remind
honourable members, in relation to questions on the Nunawading issue, that they should
know better than to suggest that he should interfere or become involved in complaints on
electoral malpractice, that that would be wrong and that it should be a matter left entirely
to the Chief Electoral Officer and the police. The Premier has said that time and again.
The Minister for Police and Emergency Services has also on occasion asserted the same
view. Yet, Sir, yesterday you had to warn the Minister and say that you might have to take
action against him because he went too far, as Minister for Police and Emergency Services,
when he in fact told the House that this man McGuire, who has not been charged with
any offence, had in fact fraudulently posed-to use his expression; he did not even say
"alleged"-as a mountain cattleman for the purpose of misleading the electors of the
Nunawading Province. The assertion by the Minister was even without the qualification
of "alleged" . That statement is likely to damage and prejudice that person's nghts. It was
a cowardly attack and a departure from the very principles that this wounded Hamlet has
paraded in this House about the standards of the House and how he would not interfere.
The Minister for Police and Emergency Services has publicly stated that Mr MillerIMr
McGuire is guilty of fraudulent behaviour. The Minister has judged that man guilty
without the man being given the chance to speak for himself. He has not been charged
with any offence and, from what I know about the matter, it appears unlikely he will be
charged. However, even ifhe is to be charged, I ask what has happened to democracy.
Why should honourable members allow Parliament to be used by the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services in a shabby attempt to carry out some tactical process
requested of him by the Government to divert attention from the Premier's dilemma
regarding Peter Batchelor? Questions concerning the Premier and Mr Batchelor have been
asked repeatedly and have not been answered. On two occasions this week the Leader of
the National Party asked questions about this matter, and questions were asked last week
and the week before about the Premier's knowledge of this vital issue. Those questions
have not been answered. Instead honourable members have heard a tirade of abuse about
people who cannot defend themselves but who suffer because the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services has departed from the principles of this House.
I am informed that Mr MillerlMr McGuire comes from Dargo. It does not matter
whether he comes from Dargo; it does not matter whether the people handing out how-tovote cards for the mountain cattlemen lived in the area or had their origins there.
It is on record that hundreds of people-and more as a result of this matter-support
the Mountain District Cattlemen's Association. Members from all political parties have
assisted that group. A current member of the Labor Party in the Upper House is also a
member of the association; I do not assert that he handed out how-to-vote cards for the
association. The Government is desperately attempting to undermine the association and
it is failing miserably.
The Government is thrashing around trying to prejudice the rights of people, regardless
of the damage and hurt that may be caused. The Government cannot handle the truth; it
cannot handle the fact that the mountain cattlemen represent an extremely strong point
of view put forward by many people in the community. That view is contrary to the
Government's policy, therefore, the Government must lash out and use intimidatory
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tactics and threats to achieve what it wants as that is the only way the Government can
handle pressure. The worst feature of this matter is that a Minister of the Crown has let
down the people of Victoria.
Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and Emergency Services)-I must confess that
until this morning I had a high regard for the honourable member for Benambra. The
hypocrisy of the remarks he has just delivered to the House destroy the respect that I had
for him. The Leader of the Opposition and other members of the Opposition have come
into this place day after day for the past two weeks and have smeared explicitly by name,
through innuendo, by direct statement or by question, person after person. Those people
have not been charged with any offence and they have not been given any opportunity
whatsoever of defending themselves.
The most recent instance was in the House yesterday, and the offender was the honourable
member for Forest Hill. I remind the honourable member for Benambra of the list of
names the honourable member for Forest Hill brought before the House yesterday: he
named the Director of the Government Media Unit, Mr Ken Hickey; he named the
Ministerial adviser to the Premier, Mr Michael Salvaris; he named Mr David Withington;
and he named Mr Ian Baker.
Have any of those people been charged with any offence? Have any of them had the
opportunity of defending themselves? The answer to both of those questions is, "No", as
the Leader of the National Party well knows.
The honourable member for Forest Hill, like his Leader and other members of the
Opposition, over the past two weeks has had no hesitation in coming into this Houseand the honourable member for Gippsland East has listened to it and sat mute-and to
smear by direct statement, by innuendo and by question the reputations and the good
names of those people.
I say to the honourable member for Benambra, quoting back to him his own words,
"They have done so regardless of the damage and the hurt that might be caused".
I invite the attention of the House to the double standards that the honourable member
for Benambra has displayed in his remarks this morning. It is an obscene double standard
of which this House has seldom-Mr PLOWMAN (Evelyn)-On a point of order, Mr Speaker, the grievance debate
should not be used as a vehicle to impugn the motives, character or behaviour of members
of this House. The forms of the House allow that by substantive motion. I believe you,
Mr Speaker, should rule that the honourable gentleman is out of order.
Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and Emergency Services)-On the point of order,
Mr Speaker, you have listened to the remarks made by the honourable member for
Benambra and I wonder why it was that the honourable member for Evelyn sat silent
while my good name was impugned by the honourable member for Benambra, in that
offensive way. I took no points of order; I did not try to muzzle the honourable member
for Benambra; I let him have his time to the full without interference.
Mr MACLELLAN (Berwick)-On the same point of order, Mr Speaker, the words
used by the Minister for Police and Emergency Services were that the honourable member
for Benambra had "obscene double standards". An objection having been taken to that by
any member in the House, I believe, Mr Speaker, it is your responsibility to ask the
honourable member to desist from such comments about members of the House under
Standing Orders and, secondly, to withdraw the comment.
The SPEAKER-Order! The point of order that has been raised by the honourable
member for Evelyn, I presume, is centered around Standing Order No. 108, to which I
have attempted to direct the attention of the House during the course of the sitting this
week.
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I have been also asked to rule on a further point of order in respect of interpretations
associated with this matter. I am now not sure whether the honourable member for
Berwick is seeking a withdrawal of the word Hobscene". Does the honourable member
request the word to be \Yithdrawn?
Mr MACLELLAN~I believe the word Hobscene" before double standards makes it
worse, but the charge of double standards is itself offensive.
The SPEAKER-Order! The honourable member is not seeking a withdrawal, and I do
not uphold the point of order. However, I say to the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services that there has been in this House over a long period, ~ood practice maintained
and I am attempting to uphold the practice of the House over Its history with respect to
the language exchanged during the course of debate. I heard the honourable member for
Benambra and he made any number of assertions with respect to the Minister for Police
and Emergency Services.
The language of the Minister for Police and Emergency Services is strong, but as it has
not been sought to withdraw any of it, I do not uphold the point of order.
Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and Emergency Services)-I shall proceed to set
the record straight about the important matters to which the honourable member for
Benambra referred this morning. I should say first-and I say it explicitly and categorically,
and the Hansard record.will sustain what I say-that I have made no criticism whatsoever
of the Mountain District Cattlemen's Association of Victoria.
I respect the right of that association to put forward its view in the community with all
the vigour that it and its members can command. My criticism has been directed at the
Liberal Party and the Liberal Party stooges who have taken advantage of the good name
of the association and masqueraded as mountain district cattlemen.
Mr LIEBERMAN (Benambra)-I regret having to raise a point of order because I want
the Minister to have a chance to respond. Earlier today in question time I raised a point
of order, which you, Mr Speaker, ruled was not a point of order, that the Minister, as a
Minister of the Crown. responsible for police matters and current investigations, had a
certain duty to this House and the people of Victoria.
I regret that I must now raise a further point of order to point out that, if the Minister is
intent on using the privilege of this place to assert in positive terms that people have been
guilty of misleading the community, when they have not been charged and an inquiry is
current under the umbrella of the Minister's Ministry, members of this House have to
take a stand. The House cannot allow a Minister of the Crown to do so. If he does so, the
rights of individuals facing criminal trials-if they do so-will be prejudiced.
I ask that the Minister avoid reference to allegations of guilt. The Minister must surely
realize, by now at least, that ifhe continues along this path, the House has to give serious
consideration to his position as a Minister.
The SPEAKER-Order! I interrupt the honourable member for Benambra because he
is going well beyond a point of order on which I can arbitrate. It is not for the Speaker to
decide, and it is certainly not my role to attempt to do so, to silence the Minister, whatever
his responsibilities are, when he is responding in the course of a debate such as that which
is taking pla~e at present.
It is open to the honourable member for Benambra and to any other honourable
member to move a substantive motion so that the matter can be debated. I do not uphold
the point of order.
Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and Emergency Services)-Honourable members
opposite cannot have their cake and eat it too. They cannot come into the House and
name names, throw around baseless allegations or smears and promote innuendo recklessly
and without restraint and expect that that behaviour and double standards will go unnoticed
on this side of the House.
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Today, in response to the honourable member for Benambra, I am simply putting right
the record on the matters that he raised. As I said, the H ansard record bears out irrefutably
the fact that I have made no criticism whatsoever of the Mountain District Cattlemen's
Association. I invite any honourable member who doubts that statement to refer to the
Hansard record and see what is written there.
I have not in any way interfered with or intervened in the investigation into these
matters which is currently being conducted by the Chief Electoral Officer; nor have I
drawn to the attention of the House any information other than that which has been
gathered by members of the House.
Mr B. J. Evans-Why didn't they do it themselves?
Mr MATHEWS-They have been doing it themselves. The honourable member for
Gippsland East is good at handing it out but he is not so good at taking it.
The matter that I directed to the attention of the House last night was the fact that Mr
Miller, alias McGuire, worked for the honourable member for Ripon as a Ministerial
adviser. He worked under the name of Miller, which was confirmed yesterday by Mr
Miller himself. There is no passing judgment; it is simply putting the facts on the public
record. We have yet another interruption to take away some of my time!
Mr AUSTIN (Ripon)-On a point of order, Mr Speaker, this matter of someone who
worked on my staffas a Ministerial adviser has been raised now three or four times by the
Minister. Six years ago a Mr Miller worked for me for 36 days.
The SPEAKER-Order! The honourable member for Ripon wanted to raise a point of
order but he is making a personal explanation. If he wishes to raise a point of order with
the Chair, I shall entertain him.
Mr AUSTIN (Ripon)-Mr Speaker, my point of order is that this is the fourth occasion
on which the Minister for Police and Emergency Services has attempted t.o mislead the
House.
The SPEAKER-Order! There is no point of order; the honourable member for Ripon
has made a personal explanation.
Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and Emergency Services)-I cannot understand
how I am misleading the House by stating the truth and what is recorded in the Government
Directory. The fact has now been confirmed by the honourable member for Ripon. Mr
Miller, alias Mr McGuire, worked as his Ministerial adviser.
Mr Austin-So what?
Mr MATHEWS-The honourable member accused me of misleading the House when
I have stated only the facts. I thank the honourable member for Ripon for his confirmation
of what I have said.
Mr Miller, alias McGuire, also confirmed with the honourable member for Wantirna
that he is one and the same Mr Miller, alias McGuire, who wrote for that shoddy Liberal
propaganda rag the Nunawading Post in the currency of the Nunawading Province byelection. He confirmed-as I informed the House last night-the existence of the Liberal
connection in the conspiracy to mislead the electors of the Nunawading Province byelection. I have demonstrated that fact this morning and I have quoted the President of
the Mountain District Cattlemen's Association of Victoria to this effect: that the conspiracy
to mislead the people of the Nunawading Province was under way even before polling day
because the Victorian National Parks Association organized a public meeting at the Willis
Hall on 14 August. Now the honourable member for Benambra will attempt to further
muzzle me and take up more of my time.
Mr LIEBERMAN (Benambra)-On a point of order, Mr Speaker, will the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services make available the newspaper from which he is reading?
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The SPEAKER-Order! There is no point of order.
Mr MATHEWS-Thank you, Mr Speaker. A public meeting of voters from the
Nunawading Province was held in Willis Hall on 14 August. I shall quote from the Knox
Standard of 23 October:
The hall was "invaded" by some 20 or 30 noisy men, all dressed in moleskins, loud shirts, boots and what
passed for cattlemen's hats. They carried placards calling for a fair go for the cattlemen and interrupted the
meeting with interjections.
The effect of their protest was somewhat spoiled when Graham Stoney, the president of the Mountain District
Cattlemen's Association, entered the hall, looked at the motley throng and remarked.

I shall quote Mr Stoney, who makes his feelings plain:
I don't know who these people are. but I'm the only cattleman in this room.

Mr Stoney might well have made the same remark on 17 August when he looked at the
people handing out how-to-vote cards at the polling booths. He might well have said on
that occasion, '41 do not know who these men are and I do not know who Mr Miller/
McGuire is, but I am the only cattleman here".
Mr Stoney realized prior to polling day that a conspiracy was under way to impersonate
his cattlemen by people who were stooges of the Liberal Party. Members of the Liberal
Party have been caught red-handed in their attempt to mislead the voters of Nunawading
Province over the mountain cattlemen issue. They have been caught red-handed in their
attempt to mislead the voters of Monash Province over the Save Prince Henry's Hospital
deception. They have been caught red-handed in the Gippsland South electorate deception
and the Leader of the Opposition now freely acknowledges that the disputed card should
have carried the name of the Liberal Party but did not.
I have no doubt that in the weeks ahead more and more of these disreputable and
disgraceful skeletons will tumble out of the closets of the Liberal Party where they have
been shut up until now. I have put the record straight: I have provided the House with the
facts, the whole facts and nothing but the facts. The distaste of the Opposition for this
forum is obvious.
Mr ROSS-EDW ARDS (Leader of the National Party)-I have been disturbed in recent
weeks about the behaviour of honourable members in this place which, unfortunately, has
been within the bounds of Standing Orders. In making my remarks, I make no reflection
on you, Mr Speaker, because you have been asked to rule only on occasions.
I regret that it has been a different standard of behaviour from the one to which I have
been accustomed in my period as a member of Parliament. Two people must take
responsibility for the disgraceful state of affairs that has been and is occurring.
Mr Gavin-You said it was within Standing Orders.
Mr ROSS-EDW ARDS-One can observe Standing Orders but still be at fault. An
example is the poor taste in words used today by the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services in answer to a question when the gallery was full of schoolchildren. It may be
within Standing Orders but that behaviour can still be distasteful.
Honourable members interjecting.

Mr ROSS-EDW ARDS-I am determined that I shall make a constructive speech that
will have a beneficial effect in the future, so I will ignore interjections
Two people must take responsibility for what has occurred. The first person holds the
highest political office in Victoria, the Premier, Mr Cain. I make that statement for two
reasons, one of which occurred today in question time. The nonsense of the Premier
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during question time has been going on for several months. Today he was asked a direct
question and responded with, in effect, a Ministerial statement.
By doing this continually he is spoiling question time. The Premier should be setting an
example and exerting discipline on people such as the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services. In the first three years after the Labor Government came to office in 1982, the
strength of the Labor Government was the discipline executed by the Premier. Those of
us who watched that discipline carefully have now noted that it has ceased to exist.
The other point about the Premier's treatment of question time is that he refuses to
answer questions. I have asked simple questions in different ways over the past two or
three days. I have asked when the Premier first knew about the bogus how-to-vote cards
handed out at the Nunawading by-election by the Australian Labor Party. I have asked
him specifically to answer whether it was on election day or before election day. As he was
around the polling booths on election day, obviously he saw the cards, but we do not know
whether that was the first time he had seen them.
If Lindsay Thompson had been asked the question and the first time he had seen the
cards was on election day, he would have said that he noticed them, say, at 10.30 a.m. at
a particular polling booth on election day. That response would be typical of the integrity
and directness of that man. Either it is the nature of the Premier not to answer a question
or one may assume that he does not want to speak about his personal involvement in the
issue.
I am not discussing the Nunawading by-election issue in detail, but I am.discussing the
distressing fact that question time is being abused. The Premier should be setting an
example when asked simple questions that require a "yes" or "no" answer. He is a man
who prides himself on telling the truth. He had the opportunity of saying, "Yes" or "No"
to simple questions, but he has refused to answer them.
Mr Gavin-It is a bit pious.
Mr ROSS-EDW ARDS-Yes, perhaps the time has come when we should be a bit
pious.
The other person I refer to for his obvious disgraceful behaviour in my view is the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services. He continues to make serious accusations
about many people in this place, including myself. He made a statement two or three years
ago suggesting a conspiracy in which he said I was involved.
Mr Mathews-Play the tapes!
Mr ROSS-EDWARDS-I am not worried about the tapes, the Leader of the Opposition
or the position of the former Governor. The Minister for Police and Emergency Services
made accusations of a conspiracy concerning me. I made a public statement that that was
complete-Mr Mathews interjected.
Mr ROSS-EDW ARDS-That article had no basis whatsoever and I made that publicly
clear. I made my position clear. I should have thought the Minister would have the
decency to accept my explanation.
An Honourable Member-You have the remedy in your hands.
Mr ROSS-EDW ARDS-The honourable member says I have the remedy in my own
hands. I do not have the remedy in my own hands; I wish I did, but I do not. It is a serious
statement to make about anybody, yet it is being heard from the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services, who is the Ministerial head of Victoria's Police Force. He is talking
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of making serious accusations about conspiracy under privilege in this place. It is a lot of
rubbish.
The Minister for Police and Emergency Services has a background as a Federal member
of Parliament, a State member, a State Minister and has worked for Mr Gough Whitlam,
the former Prime Minister, so he should know better. Few honourable members would
have a wider political background and knowledge than the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services.
I remember the days when the Minister worked for the then Leader of the Opposition,
Mr Frank Wilkes; I did not include that in the background the Minister has accumulated.
It was a handy job at that time because it helped the Minister to campaign for the seat of
Oakleigh at the same time.
The Minister for Police and Emergency Services has made serious accusations about
how the Leader of the Opposition could tamper with tapes. The Leader of the Opposition
is an honest gentleman. I have never known him to tell a lie; he is one of the most honest
people as far as facts are concerned. He may be colorful in his language from time to time
but he is honest. For the Minister for Police and Emergency Services, under privilege, to
compare the Leader of the Opposition with the former President Nixon in the circumstances
involving the Nixon tapes-words fail me.
During the past twenty years, Parliament's reputation has stood high for the behaviour
and conduct of its members, but the Minister for Police and Emergency Services has done
tremendous harm to that reputation. As I said a few moments ago, today the House had a
number of school children in the gallery. The Minister's language was a disgrace to himself
and to his party and the more sensible members of the Labor Party would agree with that.
Many members of the Labor Party have already condemned him. The terms he used were
ruled as Parliamentary, I accept that, but would the Minister have used the language in
front of his children at the dinner table? Would he use that language in front of his wife or
his mother? Of course he would not. The Minister has no respect for this place and no
respect for the school children in this State.
I would not lower myself by using the term in this Chamber; I would use it elsewhere in
the appropriate place, but not in this House. An honourable member of the Opposition
has already stated the term used. The Minister for Police and Emergency Services cannot
be very proud of his behaviour. The Minister is a disgrace to the House and to his party.
I am disturbed that the Minister is suffering from one of two complaints. He is either
the stooge of his party who has been put up to make the most outrageous allegations, but
even the Labor Party would not be stupid enough to put the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services up as their hatchet man, or he is not well and that is a well-held view.
The SPEAKER-Order! I should advise the Leader of the National Party, as I have
advised the House generally, that imputations are not in order and that there is a course
open to honourable members if they wish to take substantive action in respect of any
person in the House. I suggest that action be considered as against making imputations
during the course of the grievance debate.
Dr COGHILL (Werribee)-My grievance concerns the impossible contradictions that
are emerging in the arguments put by the Liberal Party and others to promote privatization.
Those advocates ofpnvatizatlOn who argue that the sale of public assets will necessarily
and inevitably benefit the community are being exposed as con men who are trying to
hoodwink the public by using the means and methods of card-shark tricksters who cover
up their real hand.

Mr Leigh-Mr Deputy Speaker, I direct your attention to the state of the House.
A quorum was formed.
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Dr COGHILL-Those who argue that the essential "yardstick will be whether or not
the sale of an asset or transfer of a function either in whole or in part will result in net
benefits to the public", as the Federal Liberal Party leader did last Thursday evening, have
been utterly unable to justify particular instances using that yardstick. Indeed, that yardstick
is beginning to look like a convenient way out that the Liberal Party will use whenever
privatization of an agency or function is seen as electorally unpopular and, ultimately, to
abandon the policy.
The New South Wales State Liberal Party has realized the electoral costs of privatization.
Debate occurred on this issue in the Legislative Assembly of the New South Wales
Parliament on 26 September. The New South Wales Party backed away from any
commitment to privatization.
Mr Leigh-Mr Deputy Speaker, I direct your attention to the state of the House.
A quorum wasformed.
Dr COGHILL-Mr Zammit, the New South Wales Liberal Party member for the
electorate of Burwood, said that "privatization is not at the top of the Liberal Party's
economic agenda" and Mr Baird, New South Wales Liberal Party member for Northcott,
said that "privatization is talking about consumers of the State of New South Wales
receiving a better deal by making Government authorities more accountable, more efficient,
more goal oriented and more interested in responding to the demands of the marketplace".
Mr Baird has shown a far greater understanding and a much more sophisticated approach
to this whole issue than any member of the Liberal Party in Victoria. Looking at the facts,
it is little wonder that the Liberal Party is backing away from privatization. When one
looks behind the assertions of the benefit to examples of where privatization has occurred,
the real consequences of privatization and deregulation have been to concentrate wealth
and economic power in the hand of fewer people, to increase charges to consumers, to
deprive people of employment and, ultimately, to increase inequality in the community
between the resource rich and the resource poor.
The commitment to privatization essentially is ideological. It is a commitment based
on blind faith. It is not based on any evidence or study that it confers any benefit on the
general community. It is rhetoric designed to make lies sound truthful and to give an
appearance of solidity to pure hot air. That article of faith is that Government should not
play any role in the economy. The Liberal Party claims that public enterprise cannot be
efficient, that efficiency is possible only where the profit motive is the prime consideration
of management and that the deregulation of services inevitably creates greater competition
for the benefit of consumers.
It is claimed that the selling of public enterprise will lead to a greater spread of share
ownership amongst the people and that the sale of shares to employees will necessarily
give these employees a role in the management of the enterprise. Of course, it is also
claimed that revenue gained from the sale of public assets will reduce Government
expenditure and will lead to a reduction of taxes.

Mr PLOWMAN (Evelyn)-On a point of order, I draw your attention, Mr Deputy
Speaker, to the state of the House and at the same time I register a complaint about the
threat made by the Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources that if Opposition
members wish to draw attention to the state of the House and the fact that a quorum is
not present he will cut grievance time in half.
An Honourable Member-Rubbish!
Mr PLOWMAN-It is not rubbish. Obviously, honourable members on the
Government benches wish to make contributions to this debate and that sort of threat is
totally out of order.
Session 1985-40
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Fogarty)-Order! The honourable member has drawn
attention to the State of the House and a quorum is not present.

A quorum was formed.
Dr COGHILL (Werribee)-Because of the abuse of the quorum provisions in other
Parliaments, especially in New South Wales, Standing Orders have been amended to stop
the behaviour recently seen in this house.
Mr Whiting-What is that all about?
Dr COGHILL-I suggest the honourable member for Mildura reads the Standing
Orders for the New South Wales Legislative Assembly and he will understand the point I
make.
When one examines the favoured example quoted by the Liberal Party of British
Telecom-referred to as "the sale of the century"-one finds evidence to the contrary of
the claims made and when one investigates the American experience-the breakin~ up of
a regulated private telecommunications monopoly-one finds evidence that behes the
claims made by the Liberal Party.
The Liberal Party has made much of the supposed success of the privatization policies
put into effect in the United Kingdom but they do not stand up. I draw the attention of
honourable members to an article in the Australian Financial Review entitled, "Great
Thatcher sell-off; a success but with flaws". The European editor said, "Not all of the
critics of privatization ... can be lightly dismissed".
These critics have pointed to the low sale price of British Telecom. When one looks
closely at the float, the true nature of the size of the giveaway can be readily seen. The
shares were issued at £1 30s and were trading at a 90 per cent premium the day after their
issue; by March of this year they were trading at 150 per cent above their issue price. It is
little wonder when $16 billion of telecommunications assets were offered for sale at less
than half their true value. The issue of 50·2 per cent of British Telecom shares was
accompanied by the payment of commissions and an advertising campaign which cost
approximately £300 million-$600 million.
With that support and with the terms of the offer, it is hardly surprising that the offer
was oversubscribed. Shares were to be raid for in three instalments with a deposit of 50
pence and two subsequent payments 0 40 pence each, in June of this year and April of
next year. In addition, each purchaser is entitled to one free bonus share for each ten
shares bought, or a system of vouchers which can be redeemed against telephone bills or
British Telecom products.
Similarly, the employees of British Telecom could scarely be expected to refuse an offer
that gave each of them shares worth, in real terms, more than $200. The offer then allowed
them, for a modest outlay of$75, to secure further shares worth some $1000 at the current
price.
In terms of what the offer meant to the small investor, he or she obtained an average of
800 shares for an outlay of 400 pounds, and those shares were worth 2600 pounds by
March of this year. If that parcel was then sold before any further instalment was due on
the shares, the investor would clear 2000 pounds on the sale for a 500 per cent profit.
Many did, for the initial 2·2 million investors in British Telecom had shrunk by March
of this year to 1·75 million. Approximately 500 000 shareholders have clearly taken their
windfall profit, and who could blame them?
At the first annual general meeting of British Telecom, it became clear that these much
praised small investors with between 100 and 1600 shares each accounted for 1· 72 million
of the total number of shareholders but held only 14 per cent of the total shares issued.
In effect, the proportion of smaJl shareholders in British Telecom is falling and will
continue to fall as large institutional investors seek British Telecom shares for their
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portfolios. It is also worth pointing out that 86 per cent of the shares are now held by 3000
institutional investors, with at least 14 per cent of the shares bein~ held by foreign
shareholders. I do not believe Victorians would want foreign ownershIp of our national
telecommunication network or, for that matter, the State Bank.
The Australian Financial Review report, from which I quoted earlier, noted the fact that
since its sale:
The behaviour of British Telecom has shown that the fears of those who see it as a monopoly possessed of
excessive powers under law have been thoroughly justified ... the organization ... has flexed its muscles to
strengthen its own market position rather than to show any special responsiveness to consumer needs.

The evidence shows this to be correct. British Telecom's response to threatened new
competition is to engage in what is known as tariff rebalancing. The costs for the ordinary
domestic and small business subscriber are driven up, while STD rates on trunk routes
fall.
One outcome already has been a 1000 per cent increase in the charge for a local call
from a coin box, which has risen from 2 pence to 20 pence-about 40 cents Australianin two years.
Domestic subscribers now pay for maintenance services and call outs that were previously
free. Subscribers who have purchased phones and not taken maintenance contracts will be
charged for work by British Telecom. No such charges applied while British Telecom was
a publicly owneq monopoly.
Benefits have accrued to the business subscribers in the form of lower prices, but this
has not been the case for the domestic consumer. The United Kingdom now has the
cheapest international telephone calls in the world and some of the dearest domestic
telephone call charges.
So far as British Telecom employees are concerned, share purchase has not allowed
them to participate in management. They have no voice in the selection of any board
member and no other opportunities have been created for industrial democracy.
In light of this evidence the confidence trick stands revealed for what it is: $16 billion
worth of assets owned by 100 per cent of the British people have been given away to about
3·5 per cent of the British people and some foreigners, at an advertising cost of about $600
million, for a return ofless than half the value of the assets.
The belief that privatization will naturally result in competition, in a wider spread of
shareholdings and in benefits to the consumers, simply cannot be sustained.
By Mr Howard's own Liberal Party yardstick, the British Telecom sale should not have
occurred.
Similar effects occurred as a consequence of deregulation of the private
telecommunications monopoly of the United States of America-the Bell telephone
company owned by the American Telephone and Telegraph Co., known as AT and T.
The Pacific Computer Weekly reported on 28 June 1985:
Mr Berrier, the Australian Manager for AT and T, warned that the commercialization oftelecommunications
carrier services in Australia would mean that country people would pay more and that big commercial companies
like AT and T would take the profitable city routes.
"AT and T would be in like a shot-I'd be the first to get in at the cream. I'd put in a microwave link between
Sydney and Melbourne and Brisbane. We'd establish our own towers, and undercut Telecom prices."

"Because you wouldn't provide for the little old lady in the bush, you would make a healthy profit," Mr Berrier
said.

There simply is not evidence to support the wild assertions made by the Liberal Party.
One does not have to condemn the profit motive, but it is clear that It is not appropriate
and not sufficient in the context of essential public services and essential public resources.
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The claim that sales of public assets will benefit the taxpayer is betrayed by the fact that
these assets have been undervalued to attract the sales. The sale of British Telecom cost
the taxpayers 1·3 billion pounds: the difference between the amount at which shares were
offered and the amount at which they closed on the day of issue. Of the seven sell-offs to
date, taxpayers in Britain have lost no less than 1·4 billion pounds. I seek leave of the
House to have incorporated in Hansard the table of sales.

Leave was granted, and the table was as follows:
Table:

ASSETS ON THE CHEAP

Sale
Receipts

%
Speculative
gain

Immediate
loss to
Taxpayer

Amersham International

£71m

32%

£22·72m

Associated British Ports

£46m

23%

£1 ()'S8m

£148·6m

14%

£20·80m

3%

£8·28m

British Aerospace

(but see text)
British Petroleum (1979)
British T elecom

£276m
£3900m

90%*

£1·3bn

Cable and Wireless (1981)

£224m

18%

£40·32m

Jaguar

£294m

8%

£23·S2m

TOTAL LOSS:

(£1·4bn)£1 426220000

* On part paid shares of SOp each Financial Times (4.12.84) estimated that "the Government has sold BT
some £1·3 billion less than its initial stock market value".
This is the most cautious possible estimate of how badly undervalued asset sales have been.
The estimate of a £ 1·4 billion loss to taxpayers:
ignores the fact that share prices often later rose even higher than the "opening price" quoted abovesuggesting even worse undervaluating.
ignores sell-offs that were handled a different way (e.g. by tender or through sale to other companies). As the
TUC report shows. Sealink and Wytch Farm, for example. were also underpriced.
ignores the fact that net receipts have often been much lower than the gross receipts in the table-the report
gives details in the case of British Aerospace, for instance, the Government ended up losing 12 million on the
sale.
ignores the stream of profits the Exchequer would have been getting from these companies-had they stayed
publicly owned.
N.B. In May 1984 the House of Commons Public Accounts Committee expressed their "concern" at stock
going to an " ... immediate substantial premium creating windfall gains for the investor at public expense"
(Seventeenth Report 16.5.84).

Adapted from "Stripping Our Assets" published by the British Trade Union Congress.

Dr COG HILL - The claim that the sale of public assets will alleviate Government
expenditure and hence lower taxes is also not credible. Generally, publicly-owned
enterprises finance their own services in the market-place.

To obtain its once-off gain, the Government would have to forgo profits from these
agencies and, as a major user of the services provided, would have to pay a private supplier
more for those services.
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In the case of services which are unprofitable, but socially necessary, the Government
would have to subsidize the private supplier. That has already been foreshadowed by the
Liberal Party. Any benefits to the taxpayer are illusory.
Privatization and deregulation are increasingly exposed as fraudulent policies, which
are creating dilemmas and internal tensions for the Liberal Party. It has raised privatization
to a major policy issue only to find that it has the tiger by the tail. Privatization is no
substitute for efficient and effective management of public authorities and departments.
The rhetoric cannot be matched by evidence substantiating the claimed benefits, so
honourable members now see the Liberal Party backing off and qualifying its commitment.
It now has a yardstick which makes this policy meaningless.
The Victorian Liberal Opposition can use the yardstick to dump its ill-considered plans
to sell the State Bank, the State Insurance Office, the State Electricity Commission, the
gaols, and any other agency which shoots from its Leader's lip.
The Liberal Party's commitment to privatization is now qualified so much that only its
rhetoric distinguishes it from the Labor Government's policy of efficient and effective
management in the public sector.
Mr STOCKDALE (Bri~hton)-I note that the catalogue of the honourable member for
Werribee of the ills of pnvatization omitted any reference to the Labor Government's
policy of privatizating its investment in the Alcoa of Australia Ltd Portland smelter
project. Perhaps the honourable member could explain that matter to the people of
Victoria at some future date.
While I am dustin~ up a few reputations, I direct my remarks to the Minister for Police
and Emergency ServIces, who has illustrated yet again his highly selective and erroneous
approach to debate in this House. The honourable gentleman was challenged repeatedly,
during his ramblings and frothings at the mouth about the issue of the Mountain District
Cattlemen's Association of Victoria, to identify the source from which he was quoting.
Notwithstanding interjections, points of order and requests, he refused to do so. Could
the reason be that in fact he was quoting from a letter to the editor of a local newspaper
from a lady who signed herself Eileen McKee, a member of the Victorian National Parks
Association-no doubt an entirely disinterested party when reporting the actions of the
Mountain District Cattlemen's Association of Victoria. It would be interesting to knowas it is this week's issue of the newspaper, dated 23 October-what relationship there is
between the Mrs McKee who signed the letter and the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services. Could it possibly be that this letter appears for no purpose other than to have the
Minister read its contents to the House?
Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and Emergency Services)-On a point of order,
Mr Deputy Speaker, I find the suggestion that the honourable member for Brighton has
made profoundly offensive. There is no truth whatsoever in it.

Honourable members intefjecting.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Fogarty)-Order! The Minister for Police and Emergency
Services, without assistance from either side of the House.

Honourable members interjecting.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER-Order! Would the honourable member for Narracan please
desist from interjecting.
Mr MATHEWS....:...I say categorically that I do not know Mrs Eileen McKee. I had never
seen her name prior to this morning.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER-Order! Is this an explanation or a point of order?
Mr MATHEWS-I ask for a withdrawal by the honourable member for Brighton, as is
my right.
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER-Order! The Minister finds the statement unsavoury and
requests a withdrawal.

Mr STOCKDALE (Brighton)-All I did was to ask a question, Mr Deputy Speaker. If
the Minister finds the question offensive-and I accept his answer-I withdraw any
imputation.
I now deal with the shameful misrepresentation by the Treasurer of the performance of
what he calls "WorkCare's First 50 Days". In fact, the first 50 days-if that is what it isof WorkCare has been marked by public recording of injustice, by uncertainty about its
application, by costs at a level that breaks the promises of the Government and by the
simple fact of an administrative shambles.
The first and most important point is the cost of premiums to employers. The
Government has repeatedly claimed, in carefully chosen language, that "on average" a 50
per cent reduction in premiums will occur as a result of the introduction of WorkCare.
Many employers are making public complaints and complaints to the Opposition that
the reductions are less than of that order and, in fact, many are receiving assessments that
involve increases-and substantial increases-in premium costs.
I refer to a number of cases about which I have received information. A motor vehicle
dealer who, on his b~oker's estimate, under the old system w~uld th.is year ~ave paid
$35876, has now receIved a WorkCare assessment of$37 240. HIS premIUm has mcreased.
That is only the beginning of the story, because his previous premium covered his workers
compensation obligations, make-up pay obligations under the relevant awards and/or
medical costs that were attributable to him. The WorkCare premium does not cover the
make-up cost or his medical costs and, indeed, does not even cover the vast majority of
claims, that is, claims that involve absences of less than one week. It is clear that the
increases in cost will be much greater than the approximately $1500 difference between
those two figures.
The second case is that of a company conducting a spraying service, which in 1984 had
seven employees and paid a premium of $4028. This year it has six employees and its
premium has risen to $4636. That is not a reduction of 50 per cent in premiums but is an
increase of 15 per cent. On top of that, the company must directly meet the cost of the first
week of each claim.
Another example is a restaurant company in Ballarat which has experienced a 20 per
cent increase in its workers compensation premium. The Swim School Owners' Association
has made representations to the Opposition and has put forward the example of one
company conducting a swimming school where its premiums last year were $3528. This
year, the company has the same number of employees but its premiums are now $4708an increase of 33·5 per cent.
I shall now refer to an extremely important example, the case of a housing building
company. Housing is one of the areas the Government is attempting to promote. According
to the statistics, housing commencements are due to fall. The housing building area is one
of the areas in which tremendous benefits are supposed to flow to the Victorian community
through the promotion of economic growth. In 1984, the premium for one company was
$1033; this year its premium is $2233. That is not a decrease of 50 per cent-it is not even
an increase of 50 per cent; it is not an increase of 100 per cent but it is an increase of 116
percent.
These cases are not isolated. They are selected completely at random from inquiries
that have been made to members of the Opposition. If there is any doubt about their
representative nature, I indicate that a survey was conducted of all members of the
Melbourne Chamber of Commerce, which is a significant body. The information is
presently incomplete because the shambles of the administration of Work Care is so great
that many employers do not know what premiums they must pay. However, on the
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available information, of those surveyed, 30 per cent of the membership of the chamber
has experienced an increase in the level of their premiums.
The chamber estimates that when the cost of the first week's claims are taken into
account, 80 per cent of its membership will have suffered from an increase in workers
compensation costs as a result of the introduction of ~'orkCare. That demonstrates the
abysmal performance of the Government in terms of its broken promises and the
representations it made to the Victorian community and Victorian businesses about
decreases in costs. In reality, costs have increased.
That fact is illustrated by nothing less significant than the Budget Papers themselves. In
the Budget Papers, a figure is given as the value of the removal of a 3·5 per cent stamp
duty on workers compensation premiums. The Government's costings have been based
on a publicly stated figure, repeated in writing in the booklets the Government has
published, that the scheme would cost $600 million this year. However, the 3·5 per cent
reduction in stamp duty on workers compensation premiums is said to save employers
$25 million. If one works out the sum of money one must have for a $25 million to
represent 3·5 per cent, it comes to more than $714 million-not the $600 million suggested
by the Government. The Government stands condemned from its own mouth.
I shall now turn to the administrative shambles of the scheme, and I shall refer to
registrations. On Government estimates, some 180 000 employers in this State will be
required to register under WorkCare. As oflast week, on the Government's own statements,
80 000 employers were registered-lOO 000 out of 180 000 had not registered. So concerned
has the Government become about this that it has asked the claims administration agents,
the private insurers who know how to run the business, to follow this up by mailing out
forms to their previous policy holders drawing to their attention their obligation to register.
I shall now refer to the cost of administration of this horrific socialist pipedream.
WorkCare was supposed to produce savings to the community; it was to be cheaper to run
because of the agents. The costs of the agents are not included in the figures I am about to
quote. I am dealing with the central bureaucracy, comparing the budget of the Workers
Compensation Board with the budget of the Accident Compensation Tribunal. Those two
tribunals perform basically the same function.
Between 1 September, when WorkCare came into operation, and the end of this financial
year, 30 June 1986, the figures for the Workers Compensation Board budget for that
period was $5·1 million. The budget of the Accident Compensation Commission for the
same period is $6·6 million, an increase of 28· 7 per cent in the first year of operation,
without even counting the cost of administration that is being incurred by the agents
acting on behalf of the Government.
Legions of complaints have been received by employer organizations and I refer to a
report in the Geelong Advertiser of 18 September 1985 by Mr Ken Crompton, representing
the Australian Chamber of Manufactures, which is about the complaInts of employers;
employers who have not registered, employers who have registered and have had no
acknowledgment from the commission, and many have been notified of registration but
have been given the wrong industry classification.
Nobody knows what their obligations are in respect of independent contractors. It is
clear that Mr Crompton studied the scheme, as the honourable member points out. This
is no biased source on his part; he has attempted to explain to employers what their
obligations are. He is drawing attention to the administrative shamble. There is difficulty
in employers obtaining explanatory material on the scheme; they simply do not know
what is expected. There is difficulty in obtaining claim forms, signs for establishment and
the other materials that employers need.
Mr Crompton is also complaining of the failure of the commission to acknowledge
registrations and to notify the employers of the names of the relevant claims managers.
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Even minor claims have to be reported and costs are being incurred at the rate of$150 per
file even for claims that do not involve any significant loss of time or medical claims.
Many employers have been given incorrect classifications or incorrect classifications for
some establishments. There is confusion surrounding the premium base in relation to the
identification of non-cash benefits and independent contractors. There are complaints
about the unavailability, even yet, of proper cover in relation to the excess.
Then there is the administrative difficulty and the human face of misery caused by
WorkCare. An article appeared in the Herald on 3 October 1985 about a widow whose
husband had been killed in an industrial accident. It had apparently been admitted that
the widow had a valid claim. Her husband was killed on 2 September and, on 3 October,
one month later, the lady in question said that she was being forced to consider selling her
home because WorkCare had not provided the legal benefits to which she was entitled.
That shows the human face of WorkCare-the abject misery. I shall come to examine
what those who administered the scheme have been up to instead of protecting the
interests of this lady.
Employers have been unable to obtain remittance books to make the payments involved.
There are uncertainties. A campaign is being waged by WorkCare against life insurance
companies to introduce independent contractors deemed by administrative action to be
employees, although there is no provision in the Act that makes them so.
There are abuses of the system. It has been brought to my attention that in the Western
Health Centre, copies of blank medical certificates are left on the table in the
waIting-room so that employees who wish to make fraudulent claims need only to walk
into the waiting-room, not even see the doctor, collect a form, fill it out and give It to their
employers; and what will happen in relation to fraudulent claims in that and in many
other ways? It has been publicly and privately declared to the agents that the Government
will not authorize investigation of the allegedly fraudulent claims except in the most
extreme circumstances. I am informed that a quota has been put on the investigations and
that no more than 1 per cent of claims will be investigated.
Re~ional

Notwithstanding the fact that fraud is rife, notwithstanding the fact that the Government
amended the legislation to remove items that imposed some accountability on employees
concerning fraudulent claims, the Government has virtually abandoned the investigation
of fraudulent claims. It is employers who will have to bear the cost of this
maladministration.
With respect to the Government's recently promulgated r~ulations under the WorkCare
legislation, the Australian Chamber of Manufactures has wntten to the Treasurer drawing
attention to the fact that it appears that those regulations have been made unlawfully and
the process of their enactment does not comply with the Subordinate Legislation (Review
and Revocation) Act 1984 because no proper impact study was made nor proper
consultation held, as required in the Act.
The case of one specific employer has been drawn to the Opposition's attention. It
illustrates the shambles in the rehabilitation area; the very core of the source of the alleged
benefits that were supposed to make this scheme cost effective. The reality is that the
Government has advanced nowhere in establishing the rehabilitation network upon which
its claims depend.
An employer told the Opposition that, on requesting information about the rehabilitation
of his own employees, where it was proposed there would be Government schemes to take
over an important and effective scheme operated by the employer himself, the employer
was told:
Guidelines have not yet been made available to claims administration agents and therefore no rehabilitation
agent has been appointed.

An Honourable Member-Rubbish!
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Mr STOCKDALE-Ifthat is rubbish, let the Treasurer tell the House what rehabilitation
network has been established. The Treasurer negotiated a deal that fell through because
the socialist aspiration of the Government was that the bureaucrats should run every
element of the scheme.
The Government is in absolute chaos and is speaking to such private organizations as
the National Heart Foundation of Australia to try to get itself out of the rehabilitation
hole it has dug itself. The reality is that the scheme is in an absolute shambles.
We have seen the actions of one of the directors of this scheme, Mr lan Baker, who is
identified with the Labor Party by virtue of reports of him having been involved in
handing out bogus how-to-vote cards in the Nunawading by-election, according to an Age
report on 11 October 1985. On 12 July that same Mr Baker told an insurance company:
The option to authorize surveillance activities will remain with the agent but this should occur only in a very
limited fashion.

Claims investigation contractors have been told that this work will simply not be available
to them henceforth.
As I said before, it has been put to the agents that no more than 1 per cent of the claims
will be investigated. This information is being peddled by unions in the community so
that employees know that they can make fraudulent claims safe in the knowledge that the
prospect of being investigated is minimal, irrespective of how blatant they are.
Mr Baker confirmed, at a seminar conducted by the Leo Cussen Institute for Continuing
Legal Education at the Dallas Brooks Hall on 18 September, that the Government had
substantially reduced surveillance activity and that employees would be free from any
investigation by what he called "snoopers". At the same seminar-God help Victoriahe boasted:
We-

Meaning the Accident Compensation Commission. . . are now looking at motor car accident insurance . . .

It is clear that the Government proposes to impose on the whole community in the motor
car accident field the fiasco it has created with WorkCare. Rehabilitation is non-existent.
The administration is a shambles and, while those who are supposed to be running the
scheme are spending millions of dollars on advertising and c~re having wild parties
congratulating themselves on how many people recognize the name "WorkCare", the
interests of employers and employees are sacrificed.

I refer to an Age article of 23 September 1985 about their celebrating the fact that 80 per
cent of people know about the WorkCare program. How could they do anything else when
the Government is spending millions of dollars putting it under their noses in television
advertisements instead of setting up the scheme effectively?
Mr WHITING (Mildura)-Two weeks ago I directed the attention of the Minister for
Education to the accommodation problems faced by country students in the metropolitan
area, and he undertook to investigate the matter as it has become serious. At the end of
1984 the former Minister of Education brought about the closure of three hostels.
Admittedly those hostels were funded principally by the Commonwealth Government.
When the funds were withdrawn, the State Government did not pick up the tab to allow
the continued use of those hostels by country students.
As a result of the closure of those three hostels, the tertiary organizations in the
metropolitan area organized the Phillip Hostel at Maribyrnong to be used as a hostel for
country students. The Footscray Institute of Technology, the Melbourne College of
Advanced Education and the Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology made arrangements
for 50 students to use that hostel for 40 weeks a year at a charge of$60 a head.
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The theory was that if those numbers fell below 50 the three colleges would pick up the
shortfall. A guaranteed amount of$120 000 a year for the use of that hostel was provided
to Commonwealth Accommodation and Catering Services Ltd, but I am reliably informed
that the figure was probably nearer to $160 000 a year. The charge to students for
accommodation was nearer to $65 a week, which included full board and single-room
accommodation. That situation proved to be satisfactory.
Honourable members are aware of the problems faced by country students who come
to the metropolitan area for their first year of study at tertiary level. Those country
students must find suitable accommodation at a reasonable price. Often they must seek
accommodation that also provides some supervision. That was provided by the Phillip
Hostel during the past twelve months but more recently the Federal Government indicated
that it intended to use that hostel to accommodate migrants who were being transferred
from two other centres, one in Tasmania and one in the metropolitan area. The intention
of the Federal Government is to accommodate those migrants as Maribyrnong and that
facility will no longer be available to country students.
Country students moving to Melbourne to continue further education must-often for
the first time-fend for themselves, manage a budget and cook for themselves. At the
same time, they must cope with a new level of eduction at a college which in some cases
may be 10 to 100 times larger than the high school that they have attended. The point was
made to me that the student's city peers who live in their own home in the metropolitan
area can develop these skills at their leisure. That is true.
One of the biggest problems that results from the lack of guidance and control in the
accommodation facilities provided for country students who come to Melbourne is that a
large percentage of them drop out of tertiary education. Consequently, they may not get a
second chance at furthering their education, despite the fact that it is readily available to
those who live in the metropolitan area. The cost to a family of accommodating a country
student is the metropolitan area for one year is between $3000 and $4000. Unless a family
is financially well off, that accommodation may not be available to some country students.
The denial to country students of access to the Phillip Hostel means that no significant
hostel type accommodation is now available for country students attending metropolitan
colleges of advanced education or T AFE colleges. That is an extremely serious problem.
The policy of the Federal and State Governments is strongly in favour of access to
education for young people, particularly those suffering some form of disadvantage such
as country students. It is a severe disadvantage not to have suitable accommodation while
attending tertiary institutions because there are many other distractions to young people,
usually in their late teens, who may be placed at risk if they do not have supervision.
Isolated and country young people are distinctly disadvantaged when forced to seek
accommodation in a city such as Melbourne. The Government should make stronger
efforts to provide some kind of accommodation to ensure that country students enjoy the
same right of access to accommodation tl1at their city cousins have. At this stage the
Government appears to have no answer to the problems faced by students in 1986. It is
unfortunate that many young people, now trying to decide whether they will move to the
metropolitan area for tertiary education, will be influenced by this lack of accommodation
at the Phillip Hostel. If no other accommodation is easily obtainable, young people will
decide against coming to Melbourne and their opportunities of gaining equality of education
will be lost for ever.
I have quoted from information supplied by Denis McMullen, Assistant Director
(Student Services), Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology, and other people at that
institute who have expressed concern at the metropolitan end. It is not only country
members of Parliament and I who are concerned that the Government should take some
action to provide suitable accommodation at the earliest possible opportunity. Mr
McMullen made these points and indicated that the senior supervisor at the hostel, Father
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Tony Callinan, who is also a Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology chaplain, is a
suitable person to give guidance to students at the hostel.
The original target of 50 students from three tertiary colleges was established because it
was considered that some would drop out during the year. However, because of the
suitability of the Phillip Hostel, the number of students has increased. The number on the
waiting list for 1986 would have exceeded the number of places available. The parents of
students who wished to stay at the hostel next year are devastated that it will not be
available.
I strongly urge the Minister for Education either to find other accommodation for this
purpose or to make positions available in other housing areas so that country students will
not be disadvantaged. I have been informed that migrants are not keen to stay at the
Phillip Hostel in Maribyrnong because they do not believe it is a suitable venue for a
migrant hostel. They prefer to live in an area such as Springvale, close to the Dandenong
industrial areas. This is a catch-22 situation that the Government should address.
Another matter I raise concerns a circular of 5 October 1985 from the Minister for
Education to all primary school teachers.
It sets out a series of points on how good the Government has been to teachers. It makes
the point that there was no comprehensive industrial agreement between teachers and
Governments prior to the Cain Government coming to office. It also indicates that, prior
to the Cain Government taking office, 65 per cent of classes had more than the maximum
number of 25 students, whereas now 90 per cent of classes have fewer pupils than the
maximum of 25. However, that did not stop a large number of teachers from the three
divisions of the Teaching Service going on strike earlier this week and causing chaos in
the education system.
I was interested to note that, in a circular letter, the Minister for Education outlined a
series of points to which he believes teacher unions should adhere. He said he would
gaurantee that any new agreement between the Government and teacher unions would
ensure that for 1986 face-to-face teaching time would not increase; class size limits would
not increase; emergency teacher arrangements would not change; the number of extras
would not increase; and there would be no sacking of teachers.
Representatives of the Technical Teachers Union of Victoria indicated to me that it
was disturbed on those points because it accepts only two of them, namely, that face-toface teaching time will not increase-the Minister guaranteed that, and I accept it-and
that there will be no sacking of teachers. That is an impossibility unless it includes the
usual provisions relating to criminal offences or other reasons that allow teachers to be
sacked at present. If it includes those usual provisions, it is a correct statement. The union
disagrees strongly with the other three points. It has claimed that class sizes will increase,
although it may be that the Minister will maintain the limit of 25 students. With the
reduction of 400 teachers being talked about at present, class sizes will increase in some
areas. That is inevitable if the number of teachers employed within the system is reduced.
Emergency teaching arrangements must also be changed. The reason for that is obvious
to anyone who knows anything about the education system in Victoria. A large number of
teachers have been diverted from teaching duties by the implementation of a Participation
and Equity Program and a number of other programs that have been introduced. They are
all good ideas but they take up the time of active teachers. Some teachers are spending
much of their time organizing the Government's proposals at the same time as the
Government is cutting down on the total number of teachers. The Government has a good
reason for decreasing the number of teachers: it claims that the number of students is
decreasing so fewer teachers are required.
The dumb members on the Government benches do not realize that in the metropolitan
area some teachers are wandering around doing anything they like while their colleagues
are placed on extra duties to do what the first group have been employed to do, whereas
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in country areas that is not the case. Teachers in country areas are working without any
extra payor overtime. They are working longer hours to cope with all the innovations the
Government has introduced, simply because it has not provided enough non-teaching
staff to cope with its new ideas.
The Government and its back-bench members ought to have a good look at where
education is heading in Victoria because, unless care is exercised, the education system
will fall in a heap and will not be able to recover in a short time. Therefore, irreparable
damage could be caused to the education system. Students who are educated during that
period will never be able to catch up on the loss they suffered through the lack of teachers
during that time.

Mr Norris-I never thought you would be supporting teachers.
Mr WHITING-I believe in supporting teachers who are prepared to work and there
are hundreds of them in country areas who have no option but to work overtime simply
because. there are not enough teachers to do the job. The honourable member for
Dandenong ought to examine the situation in country areas and learn more about it.
The Minister for Education also stated that there would be no increase in the number of
extra classes to be taken. This claim cannot be supported. Many country schools do not
have enough teachers available and if teachers are on sick leave or have in-service training,
or are on camps, as often happens at this time of year, they have to be replaced. If
emergency teachers are not available, existing teachers have to take extra periods.
The Minister is grasping at straws when he tries to convince teachers that there will not
be any changes to class sizes, to emergency teacher arrangements and to the number of
extra periods that have to be taken by eXIsting staff members. The Minister should be
condemned for his handling of the situation that led to strikes this week and conditions
have not improved since that strike.
It is up to the Minister for Education to use common sense and to realize that there is a
difference between the staffing of metropolitan schools and the staffin~ in country areas.
That is something that the Minister ought take on board and do somethIng about urgently.

The sitting was suspended at 12.57 p.m. until 2.4 p.m.
Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-I shall comment on the WorkCare scheme introduced by the
Government. It is the most significant major social and economic reform to occur in this
State for at least three decades.
I had the opportunity of listening to the negative remarks of the honourable member
for Brighton on WorkCare. He has the distinction of joining Reg Trigg at the most
deliberate underminer of reform in this State. The honourable member for Brighton is fast
gaining the reputation for inaccuracy and ineptitude, and I shall demonstrate that once
again today.
The Government introduced WorkCare reforms to ensure that on average there was a
50 per cent reduction in workers compensation premiums in this State. One of the major
aim's was to increase employment in Victoria by 25 000 and, in fact, it is on track to
achieve that position. However, the negative honourable member for Brighton proceeded
to refer to a small minority who could face increases in premiums.

Mr Kennett-It is not a minority!
Mr JOLLY-The Leader of the Opposition joins the honourable member for Brighton
at his level of inaccuracy. The facts are that, of 180 000 employers in Victoria, only
seventeen have applied for an adjustment in their premiums. That clearly demonstrates
the level of inaccuracy that the honourable member for Brighton has exhibited here. He
managed to name six or seven different organizations. All honourable members, including
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the honourable member for Brighton should understand, if they have read the literature,
read the Bill and read the Government's comments-An Honourable Member-Where is he?
Mr JOLLY-I do not know where he is. He is obviously out somewhere trying to find
out what is involved in WorkCare.
All honourable members should know that the Government's position is that if a firm
can demonstrate on a comparable basis that it will pay more under WorkCare than it
would have paid under the old system the premium applied in the previous year would
apply this year. Also, at the conclusion of the first year of the operation of WorkCare, a
bon us system will be introduced.
In the case of industry classifications, the Government has said quite openly that if any
industry association has a grievance to about its classification it can apply to be reclassified,
but the onus is on it to demonstrate that the classification is incorrect.
I remind the honourable member for Brighton about the degree of his inaccuracy about
the reduction in workers compensation premiums: only seventeen firms out of 180 000
have applied for an adjustment in their premiums. There is no doubt that there is a
substantial reduction on average of 50 per cent. In fact, thousands of firms have had their
workers compensation premiums reduced from 20 per cent of their wages and salaries bill
to 3·8 per cent. The metal trades industry survey-Honourable members interjecting.
Mr JOLLY-Honourable members on the Opposition side of the House do not like to
hear the factual position; they prefer fiction on that side, even if it is dealing with cattlemen.
They certainly are fictitious characters. The reality is that when the Metal Trades Industry
Association undertook a survey of its membership, it found that there was a reduction in
premiums of $100 million. That figure comes straight from the Metal Trades Industry
Association. There can be no doubt that on average there is a 50 per cent reduction in
workers compensation premiums at the same level as before.
I now turn to the second issue raised by the other half of the "'odd couple"-the cost of
administration. The honourable member for Brighton was narrow minded. He merely
gave the Budget figures of $5·1 million for the Workers Compensation Board and $6·6
million for the Accident Compensation Tribunal-in fact, he said the "Accident
Compensation Commission" but he was incorrect; he meant the Accident Compensation
Tribunal. He does not seem to realize that we are comparing an old system with a new
system. Provision had to be made under the new system for capital works, because it was
necessary to ensure that the tribunal had a room for hearings. The honourable member
for Brighton lumped together capital expenditure and current expenditure.
Additionally, the honourable member should know that one of the fundamental aims
of the new system is to speed up delivery or benefits and in doing so, to ensure that
members of his profession-the legal profession-obtain fewer benefits from the system.
That is one of the reasons why the honourable member for Brighton has been strongly
opposed to reform.
It is a matter of public record that the major costs of administration associated with
workers compensation are due not only to legal work but also the claims administration.
However, the honourable member completely ignored that factor.
The claims administration costs are less now than under the previous system; a fantastic
improvement has been achieved. Yet the narrow-minded honourable member for Brighton
concentrated on a simplistic and incorrect comparison between the Workers Compensation
Board and the Accident Compensation Tribunal.
Even more laughable was the fact that the honourable member for Brighton quoted
from an article in the Geelong Advertiser. The honourable member referred to comments
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by a Mr Ken Crompton. I was amazed at theobje.ctivity of the honourable member for
Brighton when he claimed that Mr Crompton doeS rtot;have a biased view. That gentlemen
is selling a WorkCare manual, and he has a vested interest in trying to market that manual.
The honourable member for Brighton claimed that under the new system- there will be
more fraud. He made that claim on the basis that claims forms are more readily available.
However, those claims forms can be filled in only by a medical practitioner, and the
honourable member knows that. Indeed, the honourable member has been making
representations to me to extend the first exemptions to cover chiropractors.
Under the Accident Compensation Act, fraudulent practices, whether by an employer
or an employee, are totally illegal. The Act contains severe penalties for fraud.
The honourable member for Brighton said that claims administration agents are being
directed to ensure that no more than 1 per cent of claims are investigated for fraud. No
such directive has been given. It was absolute nonsense for the honourable member to
make such an allegation. I do not know who provided him with that information, but it
was incredible to note the way in which he stated it as a fact.
The honourable member for Brighton has fast gained a reputation for inaccuracy and
ineptitude. He did not win a case as an advocate before the Conciliation and Arbitration
Commission and he cannot win an argument here.
The honourable member then referred to the unfortunate situation of a widow whose
husband was killed in an industrial accident. He said she will be forced to sell her home.
The facts of life are that the case has already been re~olved.
The honourable member should have been aware that the requirements in respect of
widows are exactly the same as under the previous legislation. There has been no change.
The only difference is that such matters are dealt with more expeditiously under WorkCare
than under the old system.
Rehabilitation is the one area in which the honourable member has supported the
objectives of the Government. However, when the honourable member spoke on this
issue, I had my doubts because he always speaks with a forked tongue.
Since 1 September, twelve cases' have been referred to rehabilitation services, and all
have been dealt with expeditiously. Also, I have made it clear both in this place and in the
community that it was never the intention of the Government to simply have Government
homes for rehabilitation services.
One of the Government's major priorities has been to ensure that reputable rehabilitation
services are preserved under the new system, and somehow the honourable member for
Brighton seems to think that that is a weakness of the system. He is critical of the
Government in that area, and yet the private sector is an integral part of the rehabilitation
system, and the Government will continue to encourage the private sector to be involved.
It wants reputable organizations, in both the private and public sectors, to be involved in
rehabilitation services.
The final point I make relates to the registration of employees under the WorkCare
system. The honourable member for Brighton made a great song and dance about the
matter. He knows that everyone who has considered this question realizes that the
Government faces a mammoth task in completely changing the system of workers
compensation. It is the biggest reform in this State in 30 years; no one denies that. The
honourable member for Brighton seems to think that it is like running the pre-selection
panel for the Brighton State seat. It is not like that at all.
The number of employers who have registered employ and cover more than 85 per cent
of employees in this State. In fact, under the old system, one never knew exactly how
many employees were covered in any case. The point may be fast approaching where the
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coverage now is about the same as it was under the old workers compensation systembut no one knew that, because that information was not available; however, it is available
now. More than 85 per cent of employees are covered by employer registrations.
Regardless of whether the employer has registered, every employee is covered under the
WorkCare system, which is a substantial benefit compared with the old workers
compensation system.
I get sick of hearing the negative comments of the honourable member for Brighton,
who has no interest in social and economic reform or in improving the performance of
this State. It is certainly an indictment on the Opposition that it has no alternative Budget
strategy and no alternative to WorkCare. In fact, the Opposition's original proposition
was a 21 per cent increase in premiums. It has followed blindly along the road of Reg
Trigg, who is now in the west-and God only knows where the honourable member for
Brighton will end up; it may be that he will go west, too.
The WorkCare proposals, apart from teething problems, are working well. Everyone
expects those teething problems to occur. However, there has been an average reduction
of 50 per cent in workers compensation premiums. That will create more jobs, and a much
better and more expeditious system. The Government is well on its way to introducing a
better workers compensation system in this State.

Mr KENNETT (Leader of the Opposition)-One can understand the Treasurer's
insecurity when, in order to prove his own facts and his own mismanagement, he has to
resort, in the short time he is on his feet, simply to attacking the honourable member for
Brighton.
In the past nine days, the Premier, Mr Cain, has failed to give direct, frank and honest
answers to questions on 33 separate occasions and has engaged himself in a series of
double standards and evasion. If one were to examine the Hansard and media reports,
one would see that they form a remarkable and shameful chronicle about a Premier who
refuses to be honest with Parliament and the people of Victoria.
Time after time, day after day, the Premier has refused to be frank with Parliament and,
through the Parliament, the people of Victoria. In fact, I claim that he has developed an
obse~sion about making statements which are misleading, which distort the facts or are
evasIve.
The SPEAKER-Order! I do not need to remind the House that Standing Order No.
108 prescribes that imputations against other honourable members are out of order.
I advise the Leader of the Opposition, as I did other honourable members who earlier
attempted to embark on similar courses of imputation, that a course of action is available
for them to use. It is a device that is freely available to honourable members and I do not
intend to allow the Leader of the Opposition to continue to personally abuse another
honourable member unless he intends to move a substantive motion.
Mr KENNETT-I am well aware of Standing Order No. 108 and I am not in any way
casting aspersions, I am referring to the Premier's failure to answer questions in Parliament
honestly and frankly.
As I have said, there have been 33 separate occasions in the past nine days of the sittings
of this House on which the Premier has had the opportunity of answering questions that I
and other honourable members on this side of the House have put to him. An example of
that would be the way in which he continually refused to answer, honestly and frankly,
about a document relating to the Governor's silence. He refused to answer that question
and, quite obviously, when he tabled the document, it threw into question all those times
when he had been asked questions by honourable members on this side of the House and
the justification he put forward for refusing to answer those questions.
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Although I am mindful of Standing Order No. 108, the situation is that this State has a
Premier who is less than honest and frank in the way he answers simple questions that
have been put to him over a number of days.
After this speech, I shall be circulating to all those who are interested copies of the 33
questions because it is important for the public to realize that, although we were promised
open government by the Labor Party at the 1982 election-and the Premier stands up and
expresses the view that he has done everything honourably and openly in the administration
of his Government and the use of the forms of this Parliament and those expressions are
conveyed through the media to the public-it is simply not the fact.
I refer only to the past nine sitting days of this House when there have been 33 occasions
on which the Premier has refused to give to the Parliament a whole range of answers that
would normally be expected from any individual who had nothing to hide.
You may recall, Sir, that it was only last Thursday when the Premier was asked a simple
question about whether he had been interviewed by the police about the Australian Labor
Party's involvement in the production of the nuclear disarmament how-to-vote cards at
Nunawading. The Premier refused to answer. However, the next day, at a media conference,
he went straight ahead and provided the answer.
If the Premier wishes to establish within the community some degree of responsibility
about the way he conducts himself, it is essential that he reassess what I consider to be a
far from adequate performance over the past four years, both in this House and in the
community generally.

I do not believe the people of Victoria any longer trust the Premier or the Government
that he leads. What is at stake today, at the end of October 1985, is the credibility of the
Premier and his Government.
I refer to areas in which the Premier has not abided by the standards he set and used to
justify the dismissal of the Governor. The Premier's non-acceptance of and non-compliance
with standards he laid down for the holders of public office should be a matter of serious
concern to the people of this State.
I shall refer to some of those incidents because they point out the double standards that
have been clearly demonstrated by the Premier in terms of his performance and the
performance he expects from others. It has been proved-and has been admitted by the
Premier-that the Premier saw fit to accept free hospitality from Alcoa of Australia Ltd,
and yet he sacked the former Governor for being in the same position of so-called
compromise.
The Premier ordered the Government to repay Pan American World Airways Inc. the
amount of $2000 for an upgraded airline ticket when he sacked the former Governor for
accepting an invitation on an inaugural flight. They are two instances where the Premier's
double standards apply.
As has now been admitted in this place, the Premier was prepared to muzzle the former
Governor and Lady Murray from speaking about the dismissal, but the Premier did not
refrain from speaking about it or deliberately leaking information to the media to embarrass
Sir Brian and Lady Murray.
One point that interests me considerably is the way in which the Premier has stated in
this Chamber year after year that he will never interfere in the due processes of law where
he may potentially put at risk or deny the individual rights of citizens of this State. Until
this week, that has been a consistent theme of the Premier. This week, the Premier sought,
through a double standard, to use the Parliamentary forum in a totally unacceptable
manner to try to put at risk my individual common law rights.
The Premier cannot have it both ways! If the Premier wants to say that he is an honest
man, he must apply the standards that he consistently lays down; not just the standards
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he set down for the former Governor but those that he has continually enunciated in this
House over many years.
I shall outline another example of double standards, to which the Minister for
Employment and Industrial Affairs will be easily able to relate. On three occasions since
1982, just prior to a State election or a by-election, the Premier has beat his breast over
the firm action that he and his Government would take against the Builders Labourers
Federation which was acting against the public interest. Yesterday, the Premier and his
Government capitulated once again. Not only has the Premier beat his breast about this
issue on three occasions but also he has given in on three occasions.
There is currently no election due in this State, but there is soon to be a state conference
of the Labor Party, and the Government wants to avoid any difficulties. The Government
has neutered the legislation dealing with the Builders Labourers Federation. Before the
Nunawading Province by-election, I stated that the Bill would never receive Royal assent.
When the proposed legislation was debated in this House, I stated that it could not possibly
work because it sought to discriminate against those members of the federation who,
through no fault of their own, must wear the slur created by the leadership of the federation.
The Premier and the Minister for Employment and Industrial Affairs laughed at that
suggestion. However, some two and half months later they have accepted the statements
of members of the Opposition.
They have done so in such a way that if certain clauses of the legislation are not
proclaimed, the legislation cannot work. The Government has capitulated to the Builders
Labourers Federation and the trade union movement. The Premier has hoist himself on
his own petard because, through another demonstration of double standards, the Premier
and his Government have shown the extent to which they will go in order to avoid
embarrassment at their party conference.
The Government has acted against the public interest because the public was prepared
to give the hand of friendship on three occasions in the beIiefthat the Government would
act against the Builders Labourers Federation. However, honourable members are now
witnessing a huge backdown yet again, the Government and the Premier have raised the
white flag of surrender.
Mr Crabb-Utter rubbish!
Mr KENNETI-If it is utter rubbish, why was it announced yesterday that the
Government would not proclaim certain clauses of the legislation? Why was the legislation
not proclaimed two weeks ago and why will it not be proclaimed in two weeks time? The
answer is that the Government has no courage; it has no consistency; and it has no decency
whatsoever.
Let me examine a few other double standards and inconsistencies of the Premier of
Victoria. In reference to the Governor, we all know that the Premier had two opportunities
to prevent the Governor from going overseas if he had wished, but he did not take those
opportunities. The Premier concealed from Parliament and the public for thirteen days,
until the Opposition forced him to declare the piece of paper in this House, that he had
sought to gag the Governor of Victoria from being able to speak publicly.
An Honourable Member-Stop dragging the Governor into the gutter!
Mr KENNETT-The Premier concealed the arrangements in respect of the Governor's
tax commitments; he concealed the arrangements to pay duty on the Governor's new
Mercedes; he misled the public by pretending that the Governor wanted to see myself and
the Leader of the National Party, when the reverse was very much the case. More
importantly, having been asked to Government House by the Governor to correct the
false impressions that the Premier had created, and having been told by the Governor that
he was not intending to see myself and the Leader of the National Party, and the Premier
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having agreed to make that information public, he sought for his own political reasons not
to do so.
Throughout his Ministerial statement, the Premier, on the same issue, tried to tie the
Governor's circumstances in with the discounted airline ticket inquiry. The Premier again
tried to create the impression-and did it successfully in relation to the Governor's
dismissal-that there was much more to be told when, ultimately, he had to come out and
say that there was no more, but he knew that the damage had already been done.
The Premier only agreed to legislation for the Governor's pension after Opposition
pressure and he misled the public and Parliament by stating that the Victorian Government
would pay the Governor $60 000 as a pension when the commitment by the State
Government was only $28 000. Why is it that the people of Victoria should any longer
trust a Premier who is not prepared to be frank and open and who deliberately conceals
information for his own political advantage?
It is important that I refer to other double standards also.
Mr Crabb-Where are the tapes?
Mr KENNETT- There are double standards surrounding the Premier's involvement
and activities and his party's activities in the production and distribution of the nuclear
disarmament ticket in the Nunawading by-election. The Premier did not see it as his role
to ensure that Labor political employees should assist the police in their inquiries into
electoral malpractice. Surely that is a double standard in terms of the image the Premier
has been trying to convey for the past three years.
The Premier refused to answer honestly questions put to him regarding his own personal
role in this particular matter. If he has nothing to hIde, why does he not say so publicly?
He refused to apply the same standards of propriety to any of his Ministers, including the
Minister for Employment and Industrial Affairs, who was on the election campaign
committee and, again, not only did the Premier refuse to apply the standards, but this
Minister has refused to answer the question.
Mr CRABB (Minister for Employment and Industrial Affairs)-On a point of order,
Mr Speaker, I do not recall any Minister refusing to answer a question in this Parliament
in all the time that I have been here, and I have been in Parliament for as long as the
Leader of the Opposition. He ought to at least be truthful in his fairly weak attack on the
Government so far.
The SPEAKER-Order! That is not a point of order, it is a personal explanation, which
I will accept.
Mr KENNETI (Leader of the Opposition)-The Premier has refused to act on Mr
Batchelor's admitted involvement in the Nunawading election scam. Surely this was a
double standard and yet the Premier had no concern about it. As I said earlier, the Premier
refused to tell Parliament whether he had been interviewed by the police over his
involvement in the Nunawading election scam and the next day he must have had a fit of
pique and saw fit to inform the media. Surely if it is good enough for the media to be told,
it is good enough for the Premier to be open, honest and frank with the Parliament of this
State.
During the past four weeks the administration of government has come to a grinding
halt. The performance of the Government in the industrial relations area is totally
unacceptable to the vast majority of Victorians, who have been subjected to increased
taxes and charges and services that are continually reduced. I refer to the health and
transport areas and the educational standards throughout the State.
During the past four weeks the Government has tried to fight its way out of a grubby
series of situations in which it has allowed itself to become involved and which have
become public issues for one reason only, and that is that the Premier has not been
prepared to come clean, along with his Ministers, in answering simple questions that are
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asked by members of the Opposition. Over the past four weeks the Premier has exhibited
a set of double standards that will ensure that he never enjoys the high level of confidence
of the people of the State that he enjoyed in the past.
I have said it before, and I say it again: it is no fault of the Opposition that the Premier
will never ever again be trusted by the people of Victoria. The Premier has consistently
failed to apply to himself the same standards of behaviour he expects of others.
There is no doubt, if one listens to discussions amongst Labor members of Parliament
and people outside in the community, that the Premier is becoming a millstone around
the neck of the Government and, more importantly, around the necks of the people of
Victoria. We, as a community, simply cannot afford to have as the head of the Government
a man who is "sneaky" clean.
An Honourable Member-"Sneaky" clean?
Mr KENNETT-Members of the Government have tried to create the impression that
the Premier is squeaky clean but he is not squeaky clean; he is sneaky. As I have illustrated,
he is a man of double standards. The community deserves a lot better and it will receive
better under the next Liberal Government. In the meantime I call upon the Premier to
apply to himself the standards he lays down for the holders of public office.
We have a great challenge ahead as a community and we cannot meet that challenge
unless the people have confidence in the Government of the day and, importantly, in the
Premier. In the past four weeks the activities of the Premier have very much undermined
his credibility and the office of Premier.
Mr ROWE (Essendon)-I refer to Government funding for an organization in my
electorate that has been taken over by the far right of Australian politics, the Right to Life
Association. I take this opportunity of directing the attention of the Government, and
especially the Minister, to the events that have taken place recently in Essendon.
, I shall firstly set the scene by pointing out that for a number of years a welfare organization
known as the Caroline Chisholm Society has operated in my electorate from premises at
41 Park Street, Moonee Ponds. The organization offers a pregnancy support service and is
a welfare support agency for people throughout the whole of Victoria. This well-developed
service has employed a range of welfare professionals as well as other backup support staff.
The society has had four qualified professional social welfare workers-one senior and
three other social welfare workers-a number of executive staff, nursing staff, domestic
help, people involved in the area of housing, and a number of staff who have worked in
related welfare areas to provide a range of services.
On 23 September 1985 the Caroline Chisholm Society held its annual general meeting.
The meeting was held at the Essendon Community Centre in Moonee Ponds and members
of the society were eligible to attend to elect the incoming executive which would operate
for the next twelve months. The executive comprises twelve people. The society has
operated for a number of years under a policy which is set out in its constitution and of
which people in the community would be aware. The objectives for the staffwho provide
the welfare and support services are set out in a memorandum attached to the constitution.
The objectives as set out in the constitution are to encourage a greater awareness and
understanding in the community of the right to life and to encourage pregnant women to
refrain from procuring miscarriages. The following services are provided by the society to
pregnant women: advice and financial support; accommodation; assistance with families;
an information service; and a telephone service known as the "Pregnancy Support Service".
The constitution of the Caroline Chisholm Society states that it is non-denominational,
non-political and supports pregnant women who wish to continue their pregnancies to full
term, with the provision of ongoing family support at the time of childbirth and during
early childbirth. Some honourable members may find those objectives restrictive in today's
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society but when one considers the operations of the society, one finds that its working
policy for the professional welfare workers includes an addendum.
The working policy of the society clearly states that:
If the client introduces the subject of termination of pregnancy herself, it should be worked through by the
person concerned, allowing the client to make her own choice.

One must distinguish between the policies of the society and its working policy for the
professional staff who provide pre~nancy support and welfare counselling to those women.
The onus is put back on the indivIdual to decide whether to terminate the pregnancy.
At the recent annual general meeting held on 23 September 1985 the existing executive
of the society was replaced. People who have served the society well for a number of years
and who are qualified in a range of occupations with a background in welfare, health
centres, universities and various academic fields, have been replaced by a new group
which is bent on redirecting the activities of the society.
The new executive, elected on 23 September, consists of people who are totally committed
to, and are members of, the Right to Life Association, VIctoria. The new secretary of the
Caroline Chisholm Society has a background and involvement in groups such as the
Women's Action Alliance and the Right to Life Association, and other executive members
express and support the views of the association.
I do not deny these people their right to advocate the view of that organization in the
community. However, it disturbs me that people involved in organizations such as Women
Who Want To Be Women led by Babette Francis, who were at the meeting on 23 September
and supported the new executive, are not representative of the general attitude in Parliament
and the community. The executive is a narrow, ideologically committed group with a
strong political bias. Any organization has that right, but, in this instance, the Caroline
Chisholm Society has been the beneficiary of significant grants under successive
Governments.
An illustration of the change of direction of the new executive is the fact that all
professional staffat the Caroline Chisholm Society have resigned in the past month. Many
welfare workers were employed for some time by the society, but they resigned in disgust
at the change in policy and direction of the new executive. Honourable members should
be concerned when academically qualified people, endeavouring to carry out policies
sympathetic to the needs of individuals and the organization, are suddenly placed in a
position where they must resign in these hard economic times. District nurses and social
workers have also handed in their notice.
It is of deep concern to me as the local member, and to other welfare agencies in
Essendon, that the Caroline Chisholm Society may no longer serve the community as it
has done in the past. The society has received referrals from other welfare agencies within
the Essendon district network, the City of Essendon and doctors. It is disconcerting that
social workers involved with Essendon welfare agencies were removed from the executive
and that this far right front of the Right to Life Association achieved a clean sweep on the
board. The society has now lost some of its respectability and the Government and the
taxpayers of Victoria should question the new direction it is taking.
The annual report of the society records significant grants provided by the Government
under the community health program of $148 000 and under the family strengthening
program, introduced by the previous Government-Mr Leigh-The previous Liberal Government?
Mr ROWE-The previous Liberal Government.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Kirkwood)-Order! The honourable member should
take no notice of unruly interjections from the Opposition benches.
Mr ROWE-I am talking about a total annual grant from the Department of Health of
approximately $331 000. That grant should be of concern to all members of this House
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and the community. It should be of concern that the organization has links not only in
Vicioria but also in America, as has been clearly demonstrated in the media, with the
Right to Life organization. Honourable members have seen instances of the actions of
that organization in the media, such as the bombing of community health centres, the
making of death threats and so forth in the United States. We do not want that to happen
in Victoria.
More importantly, we do not want an organization that has been carrying on a necessary
welfare support service to pregnant women throughout Victoria to be taken over by a
group of ideologues committed narrowly to their own views to the exclusion of the
interests of everybody else, particularly the interests of young, pregnant women who may
attend the centre. It seems there was and still is a degree of bipartisanship between the
political parties in Victoria about the rights of women to fundamental freedom of choice.
I stand by that right quite strongly.
I do not deny the Right to Life Association its right to campaign in Victoria, but I do
not want to allow money to be channelled into an organization, over which the Right to
Life has total control, which provides services to Essendon and other areas of Victoria,
and denies women that fundamental freedom of choice. One has only to read the annual
report of the Caroline Chisholm Society to find the client base for a number of years. It
covers all age brackets throughout the community with a high proportion of young families
and people in the fifteen to eighteen years age bracket who have been using the .service on
the recommendation of existing welfare agencies, including agencies run by municipalities
and doctors. One will now find that those people will be advising young women who are
looking for support that termination of a pregnancy is not an option. That is a dramatic
change.
Under the constitution of the society before this change, workers were not able to initiate
that suggestion, but if a young woman or girl raised the subject-matter the welfare workers,
under the working policy were able to counsel her on the options available, including
termination of the pregnancy. They would provide all the available support in those
circumstances and other avenues to pursue. The matter should be of deep concern to all
honourable members. We should not turn back the clock in this area.
I would be deeply concerned if an organization with the record of the Right to Life
Association, with all its political activities, were in receipt of those sorts of funds. We are
not talking about small amounts of money, but funds of approximately $331 000, as I
indicated earlier.
I bring this matter to the attention of the House and particularly to the attention of the
Minister for Health in another place. I understand from conversations that I have had
with officers of the Department of Health this morning that an annual grant is paid on a
monthly basis to the Caroline Chisholm Society. I ask the Government to freeze that grant
immediately while officials from the commission investigate the operation of the Caroline
Chisholm Society and the direction that the new executive is taking in pushing professional
people out of that organization.

I understand that all professionals have resigned from that organization, which is not a
small step. I have had access to a copy of the minutes of the last executive meeting. Those
minutes indicate clearly that new positions will be advertised but that the executive will
endeavour to select people who are sympathetic to their ideological outlook.
A number of professional people regard it as a serious matter, as I do, because young
women may be denied their freedom of choice and proper guidance.
I ask the Minister for Sport and Recreation to convey those comments to the Minister
for Health so that immediate action can be taken to freeze those funds. The Government
should not be funding organizations such as that.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Kirkwood)-Order! Before calling the honourable
member for Warrnambool, I inform the House that two honourable members should read
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Standing Orders Nos. 43 and 44 which are being broken consistently by those honourable
members.
Mr J. F. McGRATH (Warrnambool)-I wish to raise several matters that are of
concern to the community of Warrnambool. As a new member of the House I am
disappointed with the functioning of question time, especially regarding the direct answering
of questions by Ministers and the using of this important session of Parliament to the best
possible advantage of the Government.
This does not concern only me, but visiting groups who have listened to the proceedings
from the public gallery. Some groups have expressed grave concern to me about what
obviously appears to them not to be the appropriate use of question time-obtaining
answers from Ministers that are relevant to the queries raised by the constituents whom
honourable members represent.
Many developments have occurred in the long service leave area for Australian workers,
particularly in Victoria, in achieving a just reward for serving their employers faithfully.
One of the innovations that has developed is the provision ofa long service leave award.
Two constituents of mine who have contributed to the Construction Industry Long
Service Leave Board over a period of years through their employer, who have contributed
substantial amounts of money on their behalf as well as on his own behalf, are having
extreme difficulty in obtaining an adequate refund for those contributions.
The men's cases go back for some time. When they were required to register with the
long service leave board in June 1981, they were advised that they should have been
registered from 1 July 1978 in accordance with the guidelines of the board and that to
qualify for this facility they would need to pay all contributions to cover that period from
1 July 1978 to 16 June 1981. The men did so and were subsequently admitted to the
Construction Industry Long Service Leave Board's program.
One of the constituents left the industry recently due 'to a recession affecting the trade
with which he was associated. He was unemployed for some time and was unable to obtain
adequate employment. Through his previous employer, he applied to the long service
leave board to be paid appropriately. He was told that he would be paid for the long
service leave accrued from 16 June 1981~ but no recognition would be given to the period
1 July 1978 to 16 June 1981.
There is a serious deficiency in the system when the board can demand that the employer,
on behalf of his employee, must pay contributions for the period in question, yet, at the
time of settlement of long service leave payments, the board can decide that It will not
consider those payments.
My constituents have written to the board and have said that as the board is unable to
accept the period of registration in dispute, they will be happy to accept the long service
leave payment for the shorter period provided the board returned to them the contributions
that they had made earlier to cover that period for which, according to the board, they are
not eligible for long service leave payments. The board has refused to refund that money.
I reiterate that there is a grave deficiency in a long service leave system that is designed
to help the working man. These two working men have contributed substantial sums of
money. One man has contributed $986.85. He is receiving no recognition from the board
for the weeks accruing to long service leave for the period 1 J ulr. 1978 to 16 June 1981 and
he is not able to obtain either a total or part refund of the contnbutions he was required to
make to cover that period.
These men have a very real grievance. The other man is in a similar situation except
that he is still employed. Nevertheless, he, too, having paid money to cover long service
leave contributions will not receive any recognition from the long service leave board for
those payments. I am consistently making representations to the board on behalf of these
men, but the board is firm in its decision not to consider the disputed period.
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I raise also the issue of road funding, an issue that has been aired in the House before
and will continue to be aired in this place because of its importance to country Victoria.
Road funding has not been increased since 1970. Of course, since 1970 vehicle numbers
have doubled and the road network has expanded, as a result of which available funds
must be spread more thinly because the Budget allocation for road funding has not been
increased to take up the broader road funding that is required.
Also, since 1970, the weight of vehicles has increased considerably. There are now
tandem-drive trucks and tri-axle trucks and other much heavier vehicles on the roads.
Truck operators face continuing rising costs of registration, fuel expenses, tyre maintenance,
and so on, for the operation of transport trucks.
This means that those loads are pressed up to the maximum and sometimes beyond,
which does not help roads in country Victoria. Indeed, one has only to drive around some
of the smaller country roads to see the state that they are in; they are in a depleted
condition. Country roads are deteriorating and, with the added problem of the increasing
weight of their vehicles that are being used because of the increased cost of country freight
on V/Line, more stress is placed on the road system. There are more trucks on the roads.
I have been contacted by all the municipalities in the electorate I represent, including
the City ofWarrnambool, the Borough of Port Fairy and the shires of Belfast, Hampden,
Minhamite and Warrnambool, all of whom at one time or another have made
representations about the levels of road funding and the specific problems they have. On
29 May, the shire engineer with the Mortlake shire made a submission to his council
saying that in the past year it has been necessary to return approximately 9 kilometres of
sealed road to unsealed road.
Honourable members have just heard a member of the Government speak about not
turning back the clock. To return a bitumen sealed road to an unsealed road is surely
turning back the clock. When one speaks about providing adequate funds to allow for
equal opportunity, it is necessary to consider country Victoria and the funds required to
maintain a road network that allows equal opportunity for country people in their regular
commuting.
Road construction now costs $65 000 a kilometre. With the current distribution of
funds, shires in my electorate have been forced to use a 60-year cycle in their road
reconstruction programs. The National Party believes 20 to 25 years is the absolute
maximum period for which any road could survive without major reconstruction, yet this
funding system does not allow major roadworks programs to be carried out before the
expiration of 60 years.
The Government should view some of the smaller country roads so that it may see what
is happening. I refer not to highways but to roads linking country towns such as Terang,
Mortlake, Koroit and Port Fairy with the large urban development in the City of
Warrnambool. These are roads that are used constantly by regular and heavy traffic but
are consistently breaking up and cannot be repaired because oflack of funds.
I refer also to a matter that concerns the Education Department and the Wangoom
Primary School, which is approximately 7 to 8 kilometres from the City ofWarrnambool.
It is set in a densely populated farming community whose members have strong family
ties and who have lived there over a long period.
The residence attached to the Wangoom Primary School is in a state of disrepair and
substantial refurbishment is required. The Advisory Committee on Teacher Housing has
advised the school principal that the Government Employee Housing Authority has
recommended that a new residence should be built in Warrnambool, which is a number
of kilometres away.
I could accept that decision if the existing residence were to be demolished, but that is
not so. It is to be renovated at considerable expense to the taxpayer and made available
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for rental by anyone of the public servants who work in Warrnambool and the surrounding
district.
A number of issues need to be considered in moving a school residence and relocating
it a number of kilometres away. I refer to the valuable role school principals play in
binding together country communities. In many country communities the school principal,
and often the teachers, play a vital role in binding together the community, whether it be
through the local sporting clubs, a community progress association or whatever.

If the residence is moved, so too will be the visible presence ofa teacher. At present, the
principal provides the school with security during holidays, at night and on week-ends.
Although there is less vandalism in country areas than in the city, the presence of a
principal's residence on a school site is an added security.
The Government often claims that it consults with various community groups. In the
instance I have just cited, further consideration needs to be given. The Education
Department should reconsider its methods of funding the refurbishment of school
residencies, which should remain attached to country schools.
I refer again to the Warrnambool police station which, for ten to fifteen years, has been
the subject of plans for reconstruction by the previous and present Governments. Prior to
the Labor Party assuming office, the present Minister for Police and Emergency Services,
as shadow Minister, visited Warrnambool and made a commitment that the construction
of a new police station in Warrnambool would be one of the priorities of a Labor
Government.
The community of Warrnambool is waiting for plans to be announced for the
construction of a new police station. Indeed, the police at Warrnamboollook forward to
being housed in one facility.
The Warrnambool police are located in four different places which must create problems
for a group of people charged with the sort of responsibility carried by the Police Force in
society today. The honourable member for Wantirna interjects and says, "That is a very
good Idea". The honourable member obviously does not understand the activities of the
Police Force and how valuable it is in the country centres.
The mobile squad of the Warrnambool police is located approximately 5 kilometres
from Warrnambool. Two sections of the police exist, one section at one end of the town
and the main section at the other end. That is an unsatisfactory situation.
The Warrnambool City Council has indicated its preparedness to close off the street in
front of the police station with a view to making it a small closed off area to allow for the
total development of the police station complex.
It is important for the Government to address the need to which I refer while the option
still remains open. The morale of the Warrnambool police is somewhat down; they are
disappointed, not only because of the conditions in which they must work, but also
because the promises that have been made have not been kept.

I also direct to the attention of the House the need to reconsider the fundin$ allocations
for housing in country Victoria. At present, 70 per cent of that funding is distributed to
the city area and 30 per cent to the country. People in the country no longer wish to go to
the city, only to become unemployed there, but prefer to remain in the country.
The Government should ensure that country Victoria receives an equitable distribution
of housing funds to cover the broad spectrum of housing, namely, welfare housing and the
like, for low income earners and, more particularly, for the aged, because a growing
percentage of today's society are aged.
Mr GUDE (Hawthorn)-The first matter I raise for the attention of the Minister for
Employment and Industrial Affairs relates to the almost unprecedented spate of industrial

Grievances

24 October 1985

ASSEMBLY

1273

turmoil that exists in Victoria at present. More importantly, it relates to the lack of
efficiency of the present Ministerial incumbent, and also the Government.
The Government's record in industrial relations is clearly in tatters. The so-called
special arrangement, which honourable members have been given to understand exists
between the political and industrial arms of the Labor Party, is in tatters. It is no wonder
the knives are out in the corridors of this place-they are certainly out in the streets as
well!
No matter which way one views the situation the Government has failed. Honourable
members have had raw statistics quoted ad nauseam in this Chamber in recent times. The
figures relating to the number of working days lost as a result of industrial disputation
show that in the year June 1984 to June 1985, there has been a 5-5 per cent increase in the
number of workmg days lost. Therefore, the comment that there has been a decrease in
industrial disruption, which has been made in this House, is a nonsense and a charade.
The Minister for Employment and Industrial Affairs and the Premier have suggested
consistently that the situation is otherwise.
The situation is worse still when one examines the effects of the disputes, when one
finds the Government turning its back on companies such as the Dollar Sweets Company
Pty Ltd-which is a third generation company. The Cain Government has done nothing
but encourage the recalcitrant union in question. It did so by providing the union with
funds and supporting it with an additional employee in an action designed to keep workers
out on strike and to generally break the company.
One would have thought that the Government would have had more impact on projects
over which it has direct control, but that does not seem to be the case, either.
The report of the Federal Department of Employment and Industrial Relations of 30
September shows a number of strikes involving various State colleges of education and
the Plumbers and Gasfitters Employees Union of Australia.
At the Pentridge "J" Division project, a dispute arose over recreational facilities and a
ban was placed on the project. The Builders Labourers Federation, that much-vaunted
Norm Gallagher labourers' federation, is still playing around at No. 1 Treasury Place with
the asbestos issue. This is a new growth area for the BLF, which has not even begun to
scratch the surface. If every building project in the State were stopped and Norm and the
boys were allowed to get into the asbestos, they would make a tidy living for themselves
in their own rip-offway.
At the Waiter and Eliza Hall Institute of Medical Research, the same sort of industrial
difficulty is occurring with carpenters and electricians. There is also trouble at the building
site at 367 Hinders Street, Melbourne with Leighton Contractors Pty Ltd and the Building
Workers Industrial Union of Australia.
All of these sites are directly controlled by the Government. What activity, what action,
what effectiveness-in fact, has the Government shown inefficiency-has been the result?
The situation is that the task force set up by the Government has been an abject failure
since the Honourable Mr Landeryou departed the scene as the Minister responsible. When
Mr Landeryou was the Minister for Economic Development he set an effective task force
and initiated and completed a number of activities around the port of Melbourne. That
task force has gone backwards since the Premier put the knife into Mr Landeryou.
The previous speaker, the honourable member for Warrnambool, spoke about
Government consultation, or lack of it. One of the major problems in the Pentridge
dispute was the lack of consultation between the Government and its own employees. In
the Sun of23 October, Mr Burgess, the Secretary of the Victorian Public Service Association
is reported as saying:
... today's stopwork had been called because the Government had failed to consult prison officers.
The first our members knew of the scheme was when they read about it in the newspaper.
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So much for consultation by this Government. It does not consult with the business
groups. I wonder how often it consults with trade unions. It certainly did not consult with
this association.
When that situation is placed in the context of the Government's revolving door policy
on prisoners, one must be gravely concerned. Add to that concern the state of the Police
Force, which does a fantastic job in protecting the community at large. Police officers have
been seconded to surround and control the perimeters of Pentridge Prison as a consequence
of the actions of officers within the prison. I do not for a moment blame the officers. I
blame the Government because it has not consulted with the officers. As a result, hard
working police have been seconded for that type of duty.
Speaking about Pentridge Prison leads me to the release of one Norman Gallagher. I
will not express a' view on the legality or otherwise of his release, nor do I intend to enter
into an argument on the judgment of the court; however, the fact is that since Mr Gallagher
has been released he has threatened the Government that he will achieve a 35-hour week
on building sites throughout Victoria. He has commenced his softening up process for the
1986 negotiations for a new national building industry award. He has already been
successful. He first went to the Rialto project and then across to the Jack Chia South Yarra
project and has obtained a 36-hour week on both of those sites.
The Opposition and the people of Victoria want to know what deals have been made
between the Builders Labourers Federation and the Government with respect to the
National Tennis Centre site. Has a 35-hour week been negotiated?
Mr Jolly-There have been no deals.
Mr GUDE-The Treasurer is out of his place, but I shall take up his interjection. The
Opposition and the people of this State will wait with bated breath to find out precisely
what deals have been made regarding how many hours a week will be worked and what
the rates of pay will be. The Government has a record of trendsetting; it has a record of
setting the pace for deals in the industrial sphere, not only for employees in Victoria, but
the Government is also a trendsetter for the rest of Australia. The Government should not
be proud of that record.

Members of the Opposition understand that an announcement will be made that the
project at the Museum station site will proceed later this month. If so, the Opposition will
be interested to discover whether the Builders Labourers Federation will show the same
interest in that project that it showed with regard to the new remand centre. It is a softening
up process of the ~~weakies". It is appropriate that Mr Gallagher would pick the Premier,
John Cain, as the ultimate "weakie". The Premier has demonstrated subservience and
irresponsibility.
I shall now refer to the so-called deregistration of the Builders Labourers Federation. It
was a pointed out in this House at the time the relevant Bill was debated that the legislation
was a charade and was dishonest. All this time, members of the federation have been able
to appear before wages boards in this State and be paid by the Government for their
attendance. They have not been denied the opportunity of winning an agreement for a 36hour week on the projects I mentioned previously. Indeed, the opposite is the case because
the legislation is so weak that it encouraged the federation to fight for a 36-hour week. An
article in today's Age states that:
Under the proposals put lO the Trades Hali Council yesterday, the Cain Government's legislation will now
permit BLF members on building sites. but exclude BLF organisers and official recognition of the BLF.

The article further states that:
In a letter to the THC secretary. Mr Peter Marsh, which was read to the THC executive yesterday, Mr Crabb
said the Government would not proclaim key sections ofthe bill directed against BLF members.

That statement refers to key sections of the Bill and not to the ordinary sections of it.
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I shall examine clauses 4, 5 and 7 of the Bill, which are its key sections. Clause 4 states
that no person who is a member of the Builders Labourers Federation shall be engaged or
continue to be engaged under a contract of employment in carrying out work or doing
anything for the purposes of the contract. So much for not recognizing the Builders
Labourers Federation in this State; so much for stopping members of the federation from
working on State projects; so much for stopping them from continuing to plague the State!
Clause 5 provides that where a contractor is entitled to rescind a contract but does not
do so, the State will be entitled to rescind the contract regardless of whether that entitlement
arises from clause 4. That penalty has gone out the door. The Government tried to provide
a little bit for Norm's boys while trying to buy off the employers at the same time.
Clause 7 provides that the Governor in Council has the power to restrict the use of
funds or property of the Builders Labourers Federation by Order in Council. Those key
sections that I have mentioned will not be proclaimed, and I ask what is left in the
legislation to control the federation.
I shall now refer to teachers. Shortly after the Labor Party came to office in 1982,
teachers were granted a 20 per cent increase in salaries and the Municipal Officers
Association received an increase of the order of 16 per cent. A payout in excess of$1 00 000
was made to the teachers by the Treasurer in return for the efforts that they put in for the
Labor Party prior to that State election. It was a pay-off and nothing more.
Victorians then faced the nurses dispute and, although that is temporarily over, the
nurses have clearly set down on the public record that they expect more. There is a deal of
concern that with the passing of legislation in Victoria that enables co-operation between
the State and Commonwealth tribunals, there will be a referral to the Commonwealth
tribunal and that the nurses claim will be deferred.
I make the point, for the benefit of the Minister for Employment and Industrial Affairs,
that if that is his sleight of hand trick, and he is going to encourage that sort of circumstances,
the people of Victoria will pay a heavy price. It is a price they will not forget and they will
record it when next they go to the ballot-box.
Then there was the teachers' dispute. Over 400 schools were shut down. What happens
to the students facing HSC examinations? I have a son in that situation and I did not
appreciate the fact that the teachers were not available to be at school and neither did he.
It was a poor example, an unprofessional example, and it was one that the Government
has aggravated.
Yesterday, at Essendon; there was a 4-hour tram stoppage. The industrial task force has
been an absolute failure, as I indicated earlier. The accord itself-that piece of string held
in the hands of the Prime Minister-is in absolute tatters; it is more like a piece of soggy
cotton.
The Association of Draughting Supervisory and Technical Employees also has a lon~
standing dispute in this State and the Government has failed in its attempt to give thIS
body the inside running. It has now degenerated to a stage that is made clear in the
following minutes of the Association of Consulting Architects, which set out the chronology
of events. On 24 September:
Meeting with Evan Walker, Andrew McCutcheon Architects in the Victorian Ministry. Attended by J. Davidson,
B. Miller, R. Peck of AC A. Ministers exhibited extensive ignorance although the ACA had issued a series of
questions to be answered. At the meeting Walker had briefing notes from Public Works. After 2 hours meeting
advice given by Walker along the lines that it was a serious matter and that the professions should proceed with
the injunction to resolve it.

The injunction is against the Government. The advice the association received was from
a Minister of the Crown. Is that not fascinating and interesting?
Later on, the Association of Consulting Architects committee exhibited a greater degree
of responsibility than did the Leader of the Government in another place. It met tQ
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consider legal opinion on the injunction proceedings and resolved to note the opinion and
to defer future action op the injunction until the matter reached further resolve in the
State industrial tribunal. One of the top four Ministers in the Government is advising
employers to take legal action against the State of Victoria!
The food preservers dispute has just recently come to li~ht. It is over claims for a 36hour week. This is a' never ending exercise of industrial dIsputation in Victoria and the
Minister is apparently doing nothing about it or, ifhe is doing something, it is exceedingly
ineffecti ve.
.I do not need to go into the details of the meat industry dispute that is pending, the
theatrical dispute that took place a short while ago and the dispute involving blind workers
in Victoria. There have been few occasions when the people of Victoria have been subjected
to a greater degree of industrial turmoil than presently exists.
To top all of that off, the Minister responsible has still to hand down the annual report
of his new Ministry. I note that the last annual report of the then Ministry of Employment
and Training dated 1983-84, was not presented to Parliament until October of last year
and I have made inquiries of the Ministry, and it still is not completed. The Ministry is
still working on it. c1t is consis.tent with the performance of the Government and the
Minister for Employment and Industrial Affairs. The Government is shonky, it is tired
and it is not addressing the issues of the State. Disruptions are growing rapidly in Victoria.
It does not matter which way one looks; the Minister is punch-drunk and does not know
how to handle the current industrial disputation in this State.

I direct a matter to the att~ntion of the Minister for Transport. The matter first came to
my attention this afternoon. I refer to an article that appeared in the Herald today
concerning a Czechoslovakian migrant who has a cabinet-making business in Hawthorn.
The report refers to the owner, who says that:
. . . he cannot afford a monthly rental that has jumped from $146 to $615'.

Dr Coghill-How did he get it so cheap in the first place?
Mr GUDE-It is interesting that the honourable member for Werribee wants to know
about the situation. I am happy to accommodate him.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Fogarty)-Order! I am not happy for the honourable
member to accommodate him, the honourable member should address his remarks to the
Chair.
Mr GUDE-I shall do so, Mr Deputy Speaker, by reading the article, which further
states:
And he has invited MT A officials to look over the workshop in Auburn Rd. under the railway overpass at
Auburn station.
Trains constantly rattle overhead shaking the building and drowing out conversation.
It is cold and damp. Rainwater pours through cracks in the ceiling. Some drips .. . .

Not the Minister!
. . . dangerously close to a meter box. Electrical wiring is bare.

If the honourable member for \\'erribee is proud to have people work in that type of
environment, put there by his Government, and he is pleased to see a rent rip-off of $146
to $615, a month, I shall be pleased to accommodate him in the local newspapers in the
Werribee area. The honourable member need not think I will overlook such an opportunity.

I draw the attention of the ,Minister representing the Attorney-General to a Legal Aid
Commission report that was recently tabled in Parliament. I have a letter from a Mrs
Altman of Hawthorn, who'make's a number of serious complaints against the Legal Aid
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Commission. I have raised the matter previously. Her letter of 17 October states inter

alia:

It will be noticed that the Act states that the report is an account "of the proceedings of the Commission during
the year ending on the 30th day of June of that year". The report, however, contains no mention whatsoever of
the fact that Mr Bell, Commissioners Lewis and Fernando, the director, Mr Gardner, and members of his staff
are all under investigation in relation to breaches of the said Act and other malpractice including most particularly
collusion with the Law Institute.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Fogarty)-Order! The honourable member's time has
expired.

Mr NORRIS (Dandenong)-Early in this Grievance Day debate the honourable member
for Benambra attempted a hurried rearguard action in defence of one of the principal
impostors who posed as mountain cattlemen during the Nunawading by-election campaign.
The deception of these two in fancy dress, dressed in hired Drizabone coats, bush hats and
with saddle bags was exposed for all to see. Most of the rent-a-cowboy push from suburban
Melbourne, I am sure, before that had thought a Drizabone was a brand of dogfood!
Further, the honourable member for Benambra has demanded an apology from me for
remarks I made about a Channel 10 reporter, J im Brown. I referred to the matter in the
debate on the motion for the adjournment on the sitting last Thursday. At that time I
referred to the role played by Channel 10 reporter Jim Brown in advising the associates of
the mountain cattlemen in the course of the political campaign against the Alpine National
Park during the Nunawading by-election campaign.
Since my remarks, Channel 10 has vigorously denied my claim and has gone on to
create a smokescreen in defence of J im Brown which amounts to further deception of the
viewing public.
The denial was incompetent at best and blatantly dishonest at worst. So inaccurate was
this statement that Channel 10 did not even get my electorate right. It referred to me as
the honourable member for Noble Park and not the honourable member for Dandenong,
which, as you know, Mr Deputy Speaker, is the electorate I have represented for more
than seven months.
However, I shall first cite a few of the inaccuracies for which Eyewitness News has now
been responsible. Firstly, the news said that I had claimed that Jim Brown had rC?ported
the Tom Burlinson stunt. That is plainly wrong. I said then and I stand by the clalm that
the stunt was the brainchild of Jim Brown.
Secondly, Channel 10 quotes its records as listing 23 stories on the Nunawading Province
by-election campaign. It said that none of them were reported by Jim Brown nor, it said,
did he have any editorial input. A simple check with the television monitoring service
reveals that in fact Jim Brown did three stories about the Nunawading Province byelection for the Eyewitness News. That is only what I have been able to discover so far!
On 27 July, Jim Brown did a story for the 6 o'clock news on the Leader of the Opposition
at the Liberal Party State Council. In that story, according to Jim Brown, the Leader of
the Opposition outlined "how the Nunawading re-election is the biggest issue facing
Victorians". Jim Brown reported the Leader of the Opposition as predicting "gloomy
consequences if Labor wins and stressed the importance of a Liberal victory". That
transcript of the story is available to any honourable member who wishes to read it.
On 28 July, a second story that was broadcast on the 6 o'clock bulletin had Jim Brown
reporting on the spending of the major political parties in the Nunawading Province. He
stated:
The Liberals look like being outspent by Labor in a do or die struggle for the Nunawading seat.

That is how the story by Jim Brown began and that transcript is also available to any
honourable member.
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The third story was reported on the following night, 29 July, again at 6 o~clock and had
Jim Brown reporting on the Eastern Freeway issue in the Nunawading Province byelection. He stated that this was:
... one clear issue emerging for Nunawading voters. That transcript is available to any honourable member who
wishes to persue it.

The Channel 10 Eyewitness News was pulling the wool over our eyes when it said that Jim
Brown had not done any story associated with the N unawading Province by-election
campaign. That is what Channel 10 said. That is bad enough but it gets worse! Because, as
I put it to the Minister, Jim Brown also did a story on the mountain cattlemen during the
Nunawading Province by-election campaign.
In the days leading up to the poll Jim Brown produced a series of reports on the High
Country for the Channel 10 program HGood Morning, Australia". In one particular story
on Friday 9 August, Jim Brown interviewed Graeme Stoney on the mountain cattlemen.
In that story-supposedly a non-political story-the anti-Cain Government political views
of the mountain cattlemen were put without a response from the Government. Honourable
members should bear in mind that this was the same day the mountain cattlemen rode
through the streets of Ringwood supporting the Liberal Party in the Nunawading Province
by-election campaign. There we have it!
Channel 10 said that the record shows that J im Brown made no reports on the
Nunawading Province by-election campaign. The truth is that he provided at least four
reports, one of which goes to the very heart of my complaint about this matter. If Channel
10 were clearly wrong in its inaccurate and highly critical and self-serving assertions about
Jim Brown not doing any stories about the Nunawading Province by-election campaign,
can we also believe that television station when it asserts that Jim Brown did not play an
advisory role with the associates of the mountain cattlemen?
Finally, in view of the fact that Jim Brown is not a member of the Australian Journalists
Association and hence not subject to the ethical constraints of that association, I seek from
the Minister for Police and Emergency Services advice as to what steps might be taken to
have this serious matter further investigated.
Mr RICHARDSON (Forest Hill)-I wish to direct to the attention of the House the
scandal of the polluted pilchards. The sorry story of the pilchards began when on 30
September a Mr Shipsides of Nutfield telephoned me to complain about two tins of
pilchards in tomato sauce which his wife had bought. One might ask what is so extraordinary
about two tins of pilchards. There was nothing extraordinary about one of those tins.
However, there was something most disconcerting about the second tin of pilchards
because embossed on the bottom of the tin was HPet food only". One can imagine the
concern of Mrs Shipsides who had purchased this tin of polluted pilchards for her husband.
One can imagine the even greater concern of Mr Shipsides when he contemplated
consuming this tin of pet food pilchards for his dinner that night!
The tin of pilchards in tomato sauce weighs 425 grams net and contains ingredients of
pilchards, tomato paste and salt with water added, and is a product of Thailand, packed
especially for Plain Wrap Products, Melbourne. The tin was labelled for G. J. Coles and
Co. Ltd, 236 Bourke Street, Melbourne.
Honourable members will be interested to know that the story does not end there. Mr
Shipsides contacted the Ministry of Consumer Affairs, but its offices did not want to know
about the pilchards. Mr Shipsides was told to ring a Mr David Moss. After attempting
unsuccessfully to contact Mr Moss at the Ministry, Mr Shipsides was told to continue
telephoning because Mr Moss was out somewhere. Mr Shipsides asked whether Mr Moss
could return his call, but he was told that a message would be passed on to Mr Moss and,
despite the importance of the incident, Mr Moss would not return his call. Mr Shipsides
was again told to continue phoning the elusive Mr Moss.
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This incredible saga continued and became a bit like something out of Monty Python.
Mr Shipsides was left with his tin of pilchards marked "Pet food only", purchased from a
G. J. Coles & Co. Ltd store in Greensborough on 26 September. He tried desperately to
have the authorities take notice of the fact that food labelled as pet food had been mixed
with food not so labelled which was to be sold for human consumption. He was astonished
to find that the authorities could not care less.
I am informed that it took another week before the Ministry of Consumer Affairs
showed any interest in the matter and informed Mr Shipsides that an officer would visit
the Coles store in Greensborough to investigate how the tin of pet food pilchards became
mixed with the tins of human food pilchards on the same shelf.

This issue raises many questions. Why was the monitoring of the production company
so sloppy that it allowed tins of pilchards marked for human consumption to be mixed
with tins marked for animal consumption? Why did the importers of these tins of pilchards
allow this packaging to go unnoticed? Why did the Federal authorities, who are responsible
for the monitoring of imported materials-in particular, foods-allow pilchards marked
"Pet food only" to be imported as food for human consumption?
How is it that the distributors allowed the matter to continue undetected? How is it that
the retailers allowed it to continue undetected? How was it that the Victorian Department
of Health, which is responsible for monitoring such products under the Food Act, allowed
this matter to arise? Why was it that the Ministry of Consumer Affairs showed no interest
in the matter and acted belatedly, at least a week after the matter had been directed to its
attention?
How many tins of pilchards marked "Pet food only" have been brought into Victoria
and are being displayed on supermarket shelves as food for human consumption? How
long has this been going on? How many tins of pet food pilchards have been sold for
human consumption? How many tins remain in stock? What action has been taken to
safeguard the consumers of this State by preventing those tins of pet food being distributed
and sold for human consumption? Was the mistake made at the canning factory in
Thailand simply because an operator put the wrong tins into the assembly line so that the
contents of the tins are not intended for animal consumption, despite the fact that the tin
indicates they are? Are the contents for human consumption? Is the mistake simply that
the contents were placed in a pet food tin; or is the alternative, and far more serious
possibility, the case-namely that the other tin which was purchased by Mrs Shipsides on
that day, which has no pet food marking, was intended to be pet food, but is being sold for
human consumption?
I do now know the answer to those questions. I detect a degree oflevity in the Chamber
as I ask those questions about the authenticity of the pilchards. However, the House
should consider this question: if on the one hand, the tin of pilchards marked "Pet food
only" resulted simply from packaging error and the pilchards inside are perfectly safe for
human consumption, no harm has been done; but if, on the other hand, the tin of pilchards
which does not have the warning embossed on the metal to say "Pet food only" contains
pilchards that are intended for animal consumption and are not considered safe for human
consumption, the possible consequences resulting from perhaps millions of tins of those
pilchards being sold for human consumption in Victoria are extremely serious.
I am particularly concerned about the sloppiness displayed at amost every level in this
situation. I am particularly concerned about the indifference demonstrated by the Ministry
of Consumer Affairs when the matter was directed to its attention. It simply did not want
to know about the matter. It is an indictment of the way in which the Minister for
Consumer Affairs administers his department.
Frankly, the Ministry of Consumer Affairs is costing the State approximately $6 million
a year and the people of Victoria expect to receive service for that money. From the
experience of the family that bought the two tins of pilchards it is obvious that the
community is not receiving value for money.
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People could be at risk because of the sloppiness of the procedures and disgraceful
indifference displayed by the Ministry of Consumer Affairs. If ever there was something
that a shadow Minister for Consumer Affairs should be expressing a grievance about, this
is it.
Mr SIMPSON (Niddrie)-I bring to the attention of the House probably the most
serious matter that has occurred in my nine and a half years as a member of this Chamber.
In conversations I have had with other honourable members who have been here longer,
they say, likewise, that it is the most serious occurrence in their memory.
I refer, of course, to the front-page article of the Bulletin of 22 October under the
headline, "Governor sacked over plot to oust Cain-Opposition poised to force an
election". The relevant parts of that story are that the Leader of the Opposition had talked
with the Leader of the National Party and that the two men were prepared to use the
majority in the Legislative Council they gained at the Nunawading Province by-election
last August. The article states that they had, in fact, been plotting about doing that for
many months and that both honourable members had kept in regular contact with the
Governor.
I do not have to stress to honourable members the seriousness of this matter when the
article suggests that the Governor of the State, the Leader of the Opposition and the
Leader of the National Party are, in fact, plotting to oust the Government that was duly
elected by the people only seven months ago.
I do not think there is anyone in this Chamber who would view that matter lightly or
with the levity of some members of the Opposition. It was naturally a matter that gained
the most public media attention at that time.
For the benefit of those honourable members who seem to think it is a joking matter, I
wish to refer to the relevant parts of that article. The most enlightening of talkback
programs occurred when Derryn Hinch on 3N1 spoke to the Leader of the Opposition
and at the same time, tuned in-presumably from Sydney-was the author of the article,
Mr Richard Farmer. Mr Farmer heard what had been said by the Leader of the Opposition.
The transcript of that particular conversation stated:
Hinch: The story you have written-

Mr KENNETT (Leader of the Opposition)-On a point of order, Mr Speaker, the
honourable member for Niddrie appears to be quoting from Hansard. If the honourable
member is quoting from a Hansard report for this session he is out of order. The honourable
member appears to be referrins to remarks reported in Hansard recently by the Minister
for Police and Emergency ServIces.
The SPEAKER-Order! Would the honourable member for Niddrie identify from what
he is quoting?
Mr SIMPSON (Niddrie)-I am quoting from a Hansard daily copy and they are words
read to the House by the Minister for Police and Emergency Services from a transcript of
that interview.
The SPEAKER-Order! I uphold the point of order. The honourable member is out of
order in quoting from Hansard of the current session of Parliament.
Mr SIMPSON-My very clear recollection of that radio program was that Mr Hinch
asked Mr Farmer if he had heard the comments nlade by the Leader of the Opposition.
Mr Farmer indicated that he had heard those comments and he said that the Leader of
the Opposition was, in fact, telling a lie when he was making his comments to Mr Hinch.
Mr Farmer indicated further that a tape recording had been made of their conversation
when the two sat down for their one and a half hour conversation. He indicated clearly
that the best way in which to solve the problem of who was telling the truth was for the
tape to be played. I shall read from a current affairs monitoring bulletin of Wednesday., 16
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October for the channel 2 National news service. On the evening of that same day, the
news commentator, in part, when interviewing Mr Farmer, said:
Thank you, Mr Farmer for coming in to speak to us tonight. I'd like tonight, if possible, to separate fact from
conclusions you've drawn in your article. What's your factual evidence that Mr Kennett had changed his mind
about blocking supply'?
Mr Farmer-He told me.

These are three simple words: "'He told me". Further in the interview, Mr Farmer said:
I, unlike Mr Kennett. don't have a tape. But if we're going to get down to a discussion about the words, the
very simple course, then I'm quite happy for Mr Kennett to do it. There'd be some things I said to him that I'd
be a bit embarrassed about people knowing that I'd said as well, but I'm quite happy for him to release the tape.
It seems to me clear and simple. If you've got a dispute about whether I've drawn an unfair conclusion, let the
people see what you said.

The current affairs monitoring bulletin of 22 October for the channel 7 news broadcast
report states:
Premier, John Cain, today challenged JeffKennett to let the public hear what the State Opposition Leader told
Canberra journalist, Richard Farmer.

Repeating the Premier's challenge to the Opposition Leader to play the tapes ofthe interview with journalist,
Richard Farmer, Police Minister, Race Mathews, said it would show whether it is Mr Farmer of the Bulletin or
the Opposition Leader, Mr Kennett, who is telling the truth.

Later in the evening, radio station 3A W broadcast its comments, which were reported as:
A short time ago Mr Kennett issued a statement saying the Premier's attempt to have the tapes played in
Parliament is a grotesque attack to pervert the course of justice.

This is the most amazing and serious situation to occur ever in Victorian politics. Both
the Leader of the Opposition and the Leader of the National Party are alleged to have
conspired to reject Supply and to bring down the Government and force it to hold an
election only seven months after being re-elected. No one in Victoria realized a tape
recording was available that could adequately indicate the truth of this matter and it was
with tremendous interest that it was learned that the Leader of the Opposition had taped
the one and a half hour conversation.
I understand that the Leader of the Opposition will find certain aspects of the tape
embarrassing and that Mr Farmer may be embarrassed also. I recall that when a tape
recording was played some time ago, both Mr David Coombe and Mr Ivanov were
embarrassed, but it was important and vital for the nation that the tape was played without
any abridgment so that all those issues could be made public for everyone to fully
understand them. The credibility of several people was under threat.
I would have expected the Leader of the Opposition would understand that course of
action, even though he might be embarrassed about what was recorded. I must say that he
has been embarrassed on several occasions in the past. He has bounced back from the
embarrassments many, many times with tremendous flexibility, and I am sure he could
bounce back again on this occasion from his embarrassment.
I do not have the time at my disposal to list the number of times the Leader of the
Opposition has embarrassed not only himself but also the Liberal Party and his
Parliamentary colleagues, but he has shown tremendous resilience. On this occasion there
must be something on the tape-or else what Mr Farmer is saying may be true. That is
why it is terribly important that the House hears the tape.
Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster)-On a point of order, are the comments of the honourable
member for Niddrie in accord with your ruling, Mr Speaker, as to imputing improper
motives to the Leader of the Opposition-Standing Order No. 108?
Session 1985-41
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The SPEAKER-Order! I do not believe the honourable member for Niddrie has gone
to that extent and I do not uphold the point of order.
Mr SIMPSON (Niddrie)-On Wednesday, 23 October, there was a shift in the position
of the Leader of the Opposition. This occurred on 3LO in an interview with Michael
Schildberger. A transcript of the discussion from the current affairs monitoring bulletin
states:
Schildberger: The Opposition Leader, JeffKennett, is with me now. Good morning.
Kennett: Good morning Michael.
Schildberger: Shouldn't you table the tape to clear the air?
Kennett: Well, I think. you'll just have to wait and see what eventuates today. I've made my position quite
clear. Obviously there's going to be further activity in the Parliament and that will determine the issue I think
one way or the other quite clearly, up until the court case.

Schildberger: Are you suggesting by us waiting to see what happens today that you might table it?
Kennett: Oh, I was just suggesting that you'll be off air by then, you might like to come up and see how the
Parliament actually works, instead of just reporting on it.
Schildberger: But will you table it?
Kennett: Well, as I say. come on up. I'll take you to lunch if you like.
Schildberger: That would be very pleasant but will you table the tape?
Kennett: Well. wait and see.
Schildberger: Why won't you give me an answer?
Kennett: Oh well. I'm. just saying I haven't finally determined my position. I'll wait and see what happens
today.

Honourable members are now aware of what followed on that occasion. You, Mr Speaker,
ruled that the tape may be played and you also correctly ruled that a motion would have
to be moved in this House. Honourable members are aware that the Leader of the House,
the Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources, rose in his place and sought leave
to move such a motion.
It was the Deputy Leader of the Opposition who refused leave for the House to debate
whether the Chamber would be made available. Surely, it must be this House that finally
determines whether the debate will take place and whether it would be in the common
interests of everyone who was involved in the article and all those who were at the
dinner-there are all sorts of suggestions of names floating around as to who was at the
dinner and in the corridors there is scuttlebutt as to what was said on the tape. The best
way to put all of that to rest is to have a debate in this House on whether the tape should
be played and, if the House so decides, it will then be possible to determine the matter
from what is heard on the tape.

The only conclusion that one can reach-and I have spoken to people outside of
Parliament-is that it is necessary to ask if the Leader of the Opposition has nothing to
hide, why has he not agreed to the tape being played?
The Leader of the National Party has agreed to the tape being played; he has no
objection to that. Why is it that only one man wants to have a curfew placed upon the
tape?
The tapes are a matter of concern to all honourable members and the issue is developing
into one of major importance in the community. With regard to those tapes, the two words
I hear most frequently used are "cover-up".
Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster)-On a point of order, Mr Speaker, the honourable member
for Niddrie has again accused the Leader of the Opposition of a cover-up. That is quite
out of order.
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The SPEAKER-Order! The honourable member for Doncaster raises again the point
of order and I point out to the honourable member for Niddrie that imputations are out
of order and should be made under a substantive motion. I uphold the point of order and
ask the honourable member for Niddrie to continue his remarks.
Mr SIMPSON (Niddrie)-Honourable members would recognize the gravity of the
magazine article I referred to, and all honourable members would recognize that the
matter can be resolved one way or another if the tapes are played inthe House.
It is abundantly clear that the issue will not go away. The Leader of the Opposition
cannot leave this place tonight believing the issue will go away. The honourable gentleman
knows the contents of those tapes are an embarrassment to him, either because of the
comments contained in the article by Richard Farmer in the Bulletin, because of other
matters or because of a combination of both.

Until the tapes are played I can assure the Leader of the Opposition that neither
honourable members nor the community will be satisfied. Every journalist I have spoken
to has said, "We would love to know what is on the tapes".
It has been suggested that some journalists get a bit of a "bagging" on the tapes. I do not
know whether such rumours are true about the journalists from Hinders Street, Spencer
Street or the Press Gallery. Honourable members opposite are interjecting but they should
note that it was not I who started these rumours. The best way to scotch the rumours is to
play the tapes.

If the Leader of the Opposition believes the matter will not go away, and if we are to get
to the root of the problem before the whole thing explodes out of all proportion, the
honourable gentleman should tell the Deputy Leader of the Opposition that he should not
object to leave being granted for the tapes to be played. The Leader of the Opposition
should let Parliament debate the merits of whether the tapes should be played.
There will be ample opportunity next Tuesday for a debate on whether the tapes should
be played in this House. The Leader of the Opposition should let Parliament decide
whether honourable members should listen to the tapes.
'
All honourable members and Ministers would have suffered embarrassment at various
times. The only way in which the Leader of the Opposition can establish either his
credibility, the credibility of journalists or the credibility of the Leader of the National
Party is to allow those tapes to be played in this place.
I have demonstrated clear support for such a proposition, if a debate were to occur on
the merits of playing the tapes. Parliament consists of the duly elected representatives of 4
million Victorians. It is proper that Parliament should decide whether the tapes should be
played and, if that is the decision, so be it. If Parliament decides not to play the tapes,
likewise, so be it. However, let Parliament decide next Tuesday whether the tapes should
be played.
The SPEAKER-Order! The honourable member for Berwick has 1 minute.
Mr MACLELLAN (Berwick)-The honourable member for Forest Hill raised the
matter of scrambled pilchards, and the honourable member for Niddrie appeared to be on
the same subject. He obviously does not understand the requirements of a jury and the
fact that a jury's words and ideas should not be prejudiced by the exotic delights of a
Parliament playing a tape in advance of a matter being determined in the courts.
He obyiously knows nothing of the difficulties faced by a judge who is trying to control
a trial and to provide a fair trial, not only for the Leader of the Opposition, but also for
Mr Farmer.
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The Parliament will obviously just have to abate its interest in what might and might
not be recorded-Mr GAVIN (Coburg)-On a point of order, Mr Speaker, the honourable member for
Berwick has not indicated the matter about which he is aggrieved.
The SPEAKER-Order! There is no point of order. The honourable member's time
has expired.
The question was agreed to.

PAPERS
The following papers, pursuant to the directions of several Acts of Parliament, were laid
on the table by the Clerk:
Gas and Fuel Corporation-Report for the year 1984-85-0rdered to be printed.
Statutory Rules under the following Acts:
Accident Compensation Act 1985-No. 336.
Firearms Act 1958-No. 335.
Latrobe Regional Commission Act I 983-No. 339.
Occupational Health and Safety Act I 985-No. 329.
Public Service Act 1974-No. 321.
Supreme Court Act 1958 and Interpretation of Legislation Act I 984-No. 333.
Tattersall Consultations Act J 958-No. 337.
Transport Act I 983-No. 338.

STATE ELECTRICITY COMMISSION (AMENDMENT) BILL
Mr FORDHAM (Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources)-I move:
That this Bill be now read a second time.

The Bill has been introduced for the principal purpose of increasing the borrowing limit
of the commission under section 87 from its present level of $5500 million, which was
established by Parliament in 1982 and intended at the time to make provision for the
anticipated borrowings of the commission for the following three years to the end of the
1984-85 financial year.
As at 30 June 1985, the commission's borrowings in accordance with the limit mentioned
in section 87 were approximately $4800 million and, if its present schedule is followed,
the limit may be exceeded some time in the next few months. This may occur through a
combination of new borrowings, refinancing of existing borrowings, and the shifting of
borrowings made under sections 95 and 95A to borrowings under section 88.
The limit of$7000 million provided for in the Bill will be adequate for the commission's
borrowing program at least to the end of the 1986-87 financial year. Depending upon the
extent of shifts of borrowings under sections 95 and 95A to borrowings under section 87,
the increased limit may be adequate until well into 1987-88.
Honourable members will, of course, be aware that the commission has established
itself both in Australia and overseas as a most innovative and professional organization
of high standing in the financial community. Apart from the innovations introduced by
the commission into the financial markets of Australia, it has also successfully borrowed
in the private markets of New York, Tokyo, London and Switzerland; it has borrowed
publicly on the Swiss market and, in all likelihood, will enter into the public markets of
other countries.

Water Acts (Amendment) Bill
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Honourable members will note that the increased amount applies to sections 87,88 and
98 (1).
Section 87 imposes a general limitation on the amount of money which may be raised
by loan in accordance with sections 88 and 98 of the Act.
Section 88 provides, in paragraph (a) of sub-section (1), that the commission may
borrow from time to time with the consent of the Governor in Council, but the amounts
raised under sections 88 and 98 shall not exceed in total the amount fixed. Paragraph (c)
empowers the commission to repay and re-borrow, provided again that the amount owing
at anyone time shall not exceed the maximum. Paragraph (d) provides that the commission
may, with the consent of the Governor in Council, borrow moneys for the purposes of
repaying loans before the repayment is effected, notwithstanding that the effect is that the
limit is temporarily exceeded.
Sub-section (2) of section 88 makes it clear that the limitation on the borrowing powers
of the commission takes account also of any loan moneys which have been provided by
the State under section 98 of the Act.
The amendment to section 98 provides that the Treasurer may issue and apply out of
the loan funds amounts not exceeding the prescribed limit.
The brief amendments which are now before honourable members are brought for the
purpose of enabling the commission to continue its active participation in the financial
markets of Australia and overseas, to enable it to continue to meet its obligations to the
.
people of Victoria.
Of course, if required, I will make available to the spokespersons, of both the Opposition
and the National Party, officers of the State Electricity Commission to discuss this issue.
I commend the Bill to the House.
On the motion ofMr BROWN (Gippsland West), the debate was adjourned.
It was ordered that the debate be adjourned until Tuesday, November 12.

WATER ACTS (AMENDMENT) BILL
Mr McCUTCHEON (Minister for Water Resources)-I move:
That this Bill be now read a second time.

This is a small but very significant Bill. It continues the series of Government initiatives
which my colleague in another place, the Honourable D. R. White, the then Minister of
Water Supply, foreshadowed in his Ministerial statement of 2 December 1983 on reform
of the water sector.
One such reform was the establishing, by the Water (Central Management Restructuring)
Act of 1984, of the Rural Water Commission of Victoria. However, before speaking to the
Bill, I wish to comment on the role and functions of that body.
The Rural Water Commission was incorporated on 1 July 1984 with specific objectives
to provide water services to predominantly rural based communities and for recreational
and environmental uses. From a financial perspective the commission has a dual role: the
provision of services to identified beneficiaries at a fee, which is its business or public
utility role, and the provision of services to the public, which is its community service
role.
The organizational structure and cost profile of the water commission must, therefore,
provide for the efficient and effective delivery of both business and State community
services.
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In addition, the commission is guided by Government water resource policy which
generally seeks to wed soil husbandry and the conservation of the quality and quantity of
the State~s water resources with the economic management of those resources.
From an economic point of view, the new water commission inherited from the former
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission an outstanding debt to the State Government,
accumulated since 1906, of more than $800 million. As honourable members are well
aware there has been increasin$ concern in recent years about the use made of both water
resources and public funds within the water sector. This was identified by the Public
Bodies Review Committee and that identification was supported by submissions from
bodies such as the Institute of Applied Economic and Social Research, by Neilson and
Associates and by the Centre of Policy Studies. The water commission itself believes it
needs a financial policy which takes cognizance of the nexus between the objects of
efficiency and economy in the provision of services on the one hand and water resources
policy directions on the other. It has, therefore, evolved a financial management strategy
which seeks to:
Firstly, structure the capital liability to the Government for the commission debt as
at 30 June 1985, including Government capital contributions provided during the
1984-85 financial year;
secondly, hold the total level of expenditure over the next four years to an agreed
target representing 1984-85 budgeted expenditure in nominal dollar terms;
thirdly, establish a pricing policy for business services based on a target real rate of
return on assets employed, to be achieved over a time frame determined by the State
Government after consultation with the board of management and relevant consumer
advisory bodies;
fourthly, introduce tariff structures and water right arrangements within the next four
years, which encourage greater efficiency of water use and provide the commission with
enhanced opportunity to effectively influence demand for and conservation of water;
fifthly, restructure within the next four years the cost profile of the commission
through a shift, where possible, in the nature of costs from fixed to variable; and
sixthly, introduce, with effect from 1 July 1984, financial accounting and reporting
practices based on standards adopted by the State Government for large trading and
rating public bodies.
This strategy has been widely discussed with the commission's consumer groups and
advisory boards and its general thrust is accepted by them. The Victorian Farmers and
Graziers Association has also given its public support to the strategy.
The commission's financial management strategy incorporates a number of the
Government's key economic and financial policies for public authorities. These policies
have been implemented in the major commercial public authorities; they are detailed in
the 1985-86 Budget Papers and include the following principles: firstly, return on assets;
the commission will be required to achieve a target rate of return on the written down
replacement cost of assets-in-service, which will introduce market disciplines to the
commission;
secondly, pricing structures to reflect the cost of supply; an essential part of the strategy
is the identification of the fuli cost of providing water and related services, with the
intention to move over time towards the full recovery of these costs and the identification
of any subsidies provided by Government; and
thirdly, accounting and reporting standards; the commission will provide financial
information for the purpose of economic decision making and will provide Parliament
with an annual report and financial statement based on standards adopted by the State
Government for large trading and rating public bodies.
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These initiatives bring the commission into line with the major commercial public
authorities with respect to economic and financial guidelines. The application of these
guidelines in other authorities has already demonstrated that there can be improvements
made in the rate of return without resort to price increases in excess of the general level of
inflation.
Thus, the prime purpose of the Bill is to amend the Water Act to ensure the long-term
financial viability of the Rural Water Commission in a manner compatible with the
Government's fiscal policies and water resource management strategies and with the wider
community generally.
The Bill also makes what could be best described as housekeeping amendments to the
Water Act as well as machinery amendments to the Dandenong Valley Authority Act, the
River Improvement Act and the Water and Sewerage Authorities (Restructuring) Act.
I shall turn now to the Bill and briefly explain its substantive provisions. Clause 1 sets
out the purposes of the Bill, to which I have already referred.
Clause 4 relates to policy with respect to charging for services and makes provision for
Government assistance by way of subsidy to any part of the operations of the commission.
Clause 5, although lengthy, is simply to meld the commission's powers to do works with
the current format of the Appropriation Bills which reflect the Government's underlying
approach to State financing and budgeting. In fact, over the years, the nexus between
financing and works has sometimes been vague and the provisions of this clause are
designed to put this aspect at rest.
Clause 6 is the heart of the new financial management strategy and provides that the
existing capital contribution by the State to the Rural Water Commission is to be treated,
from 30 June 1985, as a contribution of capital by the State to the commission. Honourable
members will be aware of my statement, reported by the newspapers on 17 September
last, of the Government's decision to convert the Government debt owed to date by the
commission into Government equity in the commission's assets such as dams and
equipment. This clause also has regard to the fact that the Momington Peninsula urban
and waterworks dir.tricts are to transfer to the Mornington Water Board on 1 July 1986
and the commissio'l's debt to the Government represented by those districts' assets is to
be taken over by the new board. The Red Cliffs urban district, which became part of the
Sunraysia Water Board on 1 July 1985, is similarly provided for.
Clause 7 is a small provision extending the date of the extra water right formula. Section
65c of the Water Act provides that the commission may apportion as extra water rights

such volume of water as is, in the commission's opinion, required to irrigate land. The
section also provides that any apportionment made before 1 July 1985, if in accordance
with the schedule in the Water Act, shall be deemed sufficient for the irrigation of the land
in question. This provision was first introduced in 1964 to enable the commission to
allocate extra water right without fear of legal challenge. In the past it has been necessary
to extend the date for varying periods. Within the Goulburn-Murray Irrigation District
approximately 21 000 megalitres of extra right is still available for apportionment and
because there is still a demand for extra water right it is considered desirable to extend the
formula beyond 1 July 1985 to 1 July 1987. This is a matter which the review of water law
will consider but to avoid a hiatus between the proposed date of 1 July 1987 and the new
water law legislation being passed by Parliament in the future the clause further provides
that the date may be extended from time to time by the Governor in Council.
Clause 8 makes the many amendments consequential on clause 6. Clauses 9 to 13 amend
the River Improvement Act. This is required to facilitate implementation of the
recommendations of the Regional Drainage and Stream Management Task Force to deal
with the recommendations of the Public Bodies Review Committee's eighth report on
river improvement and drainage trusts. The task force essentially recommended the
creation of whole-of-catchment river management boards based on existing trusts but with
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extended districts and widened membership. These recommendations, which have been
favourably received by interested sections of the community, represent a critical
development in the State's approach to river management.
Essentially, the changes are simple; firstly, the amendment of the terms "river
improvement trust" and "river improvement district" to "river management board" and
"river management district" and, secondly, an increase in the number of commissioners
from nine to fifteen.
The change in names gives consideration to the broader range of river values, particularly
environmental, recreational and aesthetic values, and signifies the fundamentally different
approach to river management now being implemented. The increase in the number of
commissioners provides for better representation of ratepayers in the extended districts as
well as for flexibility in the representation on river management boards of an appropriate
range of values and interest groups.
Clause 15 is the one of the machinery clauses relating to other legislation to which I
earlier referred. It relates to the fee for certificates issued by the Dandenong Valley Authority
in relation to building line prescriptions or flood-prone areas. The current fee is $2 per
certificate whereas other authorities with similar responsibilities for issuing certificates,
such as the Water Commission, the local municipalities, the MMBW, and water boards,
all charge a fee equivalent to that prescribed in the Local Government Act. The Dandenong
Valley Authority issues some 20 000 certificates each year and its ratepayers complain that
not only are they being disadvantaged but are in effect subsidizmg developers. The
amendment is of a machinery nature and provides for the authority's Act to be changed
so that it may charge the fee prescribed by section 387 (2) of the Local Government Act.
The Local Government Act fee, which at present is $5, can be changed only by legislation.
This particular amendment is proposed in the interests of equity and I believe it deserves
the support of this House.
The remaining clauses, which are numbers 16 and 17, amend section 59 of the Water
and Sewerage Authorities (Restructuring) Act 1983. The Act provided the machinery for
the restructuring of numerous servicing authorities into a lesser number of water boards
and was intended to be transitional to facilitate the reform of the water industry prior to
comprehensive new water legislation. The Act contains a sunset clause taking itself and
the new bodies out of existence on 7 June 1986. It is unnecessary to outline the disastrous
effects this would have on the water sector.
Related to the situation of the water boards is that of the Latrobe Valley Water and
Sewerage Board. The sixth report of the Public Bodies Review Committee recommended
that the board be replaced by a regional water board. The combined effect of section 59 of
the restructuring Act and the Parliamentary Committee (Joint Investigatory Committee)
Act 1982 is that the Latrobe board would also go out of existence on 7 June 1986. The
proposed amendment to section 59 will extend the life of that board for twelve months at
which time the new water legislation should be in place.
The amendments proposed by the Bill are of benefit to users in the water industry
generally as well as to the broader community which enjoys the ultimate benefits of
irrigation or the more direct benefits of recreation and aesthetics in relation to our rivers
and watercourses. It is a measure which I believe justifies the support of all members in
this place. I commend the Bill to the House.
On the motion ofMr DELZOPPO (Narracan), the debate was adjourned.
Mr McCUTCHEON (Minister for Water Resources)-I move:
That the debate be adjourned until Tuesday, November 12.

Mr DELZOPPO (Narracan)-It is absurd that the Minister should allow such a short
time for the adjournment of the debate on the Bill. In the brief time in which honourable
members have had the opportunity of listening to the second-reading speech, they have
realized that the Bill will impinge on irrigators as well as on the Water Act, the Dandenong
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Valley Authority Act, the River Improvement Act, the Water and Sewerage Authorities
(Restructuring) Act, urban and district water boards, river improvement trusts and the
Latrobe Valley Water and Sewerage Board. Allowing such a short time for the adjournment
of the debate will not allow honourable members to do justice to the Bill. I ask the Minister
to reconsider and adjourn the debate on the Bill until 21 November.

Mr WHITING (Mildura)-I support the honourable member for Narracan in his
request for extra time because the Bill contains far-reaching provisions and the Minister
has referred to the financial management strategy package.
It is true that representatives from the Rural Water Commission have spoken to advisory
groups around the State and to each of the irrigation districts and have partly explained
the Bill. Representatives have visited Parliament to explain the Bill to some members of
the National Party and have said that they will return with further information. The
figures for the Goulburn-Murray Irrigation District alone did not seem correct and
questions were asked. Representatives from the commission will be returning to try to
explain the problem with the financial management strategy.

Page 7 of the Bill lists hundreds of consequential amendments that will need to be
checked out by members of the National Party and other honourable members. The water
advisory boards were not told that the Bill would be introduced this sessional period.
They believed it would be introduced next year. I respectfully ask the Minister to reconsider
his decision and, ifhe is unable to accept the 21 November date for the resumption of the
debate, at least to adjourn the debate until 19 November with an undertaking that, if more
time is required, it will be made available to honourable members.

Mr McCUTCHEON (Minister for Water Resources)-As all honourable members
realize, we are getting near the end of the sessional period. I think we should resume the
debate on 12 November and, if the spokespersons for either the National Party or the
Opposition require more time, they can come and see me and we will make an arrangement.
I shall give my agreement if I am approached by the spokesman for either of the parties.
The House divided on the motion (the Hon. C. T. Edmunds in the chair).
Ayes
42
Noes
32
Majority for the motion
AYES
Miss Callister
MrCathie
DrCoghill
MrCrabb
MrCulpin
Mr Cunningham
MrErnst
Mr Fogarty
MrFordham
MrGavin
Mr Harrowfield
Mrs Hill
Mr Hill
Mrs Hirsh
Mr Hockley
Mr Jolly
Mr Kennedy
MrKirkwood
Mr McCutcheon
MrMcDonald
Mr Micallef
Mr Noms
MrPope
Mrs Ray

10
NOES
Mr Austin
Mr Brown
MrColeman
MrCrozier
MrDelzoppo
Mr Dickinson
MrEvans
(Gippsland East)
MrGude
MrHayward
Mr Heffernan
MrKennett
MrLea
Mr Leigh
MrMcGrath
(Lowan)
MrMcGrath
(Warrnambool)
Mr Maclellan
Mr Perrin
Mr Pescott
MrReynolds
Mr Richardson
Mr Ross-Edwards
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NOES
MsSibree
MrSmith

AYES
Mr Remington
Mr Roper
MrRowe
Mrs Setches
MrSheehan
MrShell
Mr Sidiropoulos
MrSimmonds
MrSimpson
MrSpyker
MrStirling
Mrs Toner
MrTrezise
MrWalsh
MrWilkes
Mrs Wilson

(Glen Waverley)

Mr Steggall
Mr Stockdale
MrTanner
MrWallace
MrWeideman
MrWhiting
MrWilliams

Tellers

MrCooper
Mr John

Tellers

Mr Andrianopoulos
MrSeitz
PAIRS
MrCain
Mr Mathews

Mr Lieberman
MrSmith

DrVaughan

Mr Hann

(Polwar/h)

The debate was adjourned until Tuesday, November 12.

AMBULANCE SERVICES
The message from the Council transmitting a resolution relating to ambulance services
was taken into consideration.
Mr ROPER (Minister for Transport)-I move:
That the resolution be agreed to.

Mr WHITING (Mildura)-The resolution reflects the situation whereby the Public
Bodies Review Committee report was required to be decided upon within twelve months
of being presented because that is the way the Act is worded. If the House did not take the
action that it is currently considering it would be farcical, because the sixteen ambulance
services would cease to exist.

The Public Bodies Review Committee recommended that the number of ambulance
services should be reduced from sixteen to six, and if that proposal is acceptable to the
Government, Victoria's ambulance services will be improved. Another recommendation
of the committee was that a Victorian ambulance commission should be established to
administer ambulance services. The commission would ensure that current conditions
will continue to apply to ambulance services, except that amalgamation and rationalization
will improve the cost-effectiveness and efficiency of ambulance services to the advantage
of all subscribers.
That overlooks the Alexandra and District Ambulance Service, which is a purely
voluntary service. All the drivers and other people involved are either supported by
contributions or work voluntarily. The National Party believes this system should be
encouraged because a voluntary service like that saves the State money. Other ambulance
services around the State receive subsidies for the purchase of vehicles and other equipment
they require. They cost the State a fair amount of money, but that is not the case with the
Alexandra service.
The Minister has indicated that he will not have a bar of that arrangement, despite the
Public Bodies Review Committee's recommendation that that service be amalgamated
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with other ambulance services within that region. The move by the Minister to have a
section of the Department of Health take over the administration of ambulance services
is contrary to the view he held when, as a member of the Opposition, he was a member of
the Public Bodies Review Committee. He was endeavouring to reduce the number of
water bodies in the State by amalgamating and decentralizing water authorities.
If ambulance services are involved with the Department of Health in this State, that
great monolith will only become larger than it is at present and obviously less efficient.
Things move slowly in the State Department of Health, so it would be impossible for an
ambulance service, including the Air Ambulance Service, to operate as it does at present.
Any decision that needed to be made would be delayed considerably if the Department
of Health were in control. There is no doubt the Minister believes that, because regional
directors of health have been set up around the State and have little effective work to do,
their work would be improved if ambulance services were attached to that area of operation
and control. That is a negative approach to the situation and one to which the Government
and Parliament should be opposed.
I hope the Minister will reconsider the matter, leave intact the recommendations of the
Public Bodies Review Committee and allow the amalgamations suggested, which seem to
be acceptable to most areas. He should not allow the Department of Health to control the
situation, but should adopt the recommendation of the Public Bodies Review Committee
for a commission to control ambulance services.
Amalgamations were tried in New South Wales over the past few years. The system
proved to be such a failure that New South Wales is returning to having its health
commission control ambulance services and reverting virtually to the system that prevailed
before ambulance services were amalgamated. Ambulance services in Victoria are registered
as benevolent societies under the Hospital and Charities Act and, in order to bring about
a change, it will be necessary for proposed legislation to be approved by Parliament.
Honourable members will have a better opportunity to debate the motion before the
House at that stage but I hope that good sense prevails so that the autonomy and
inventiveness of ambulance services will be allowed to continue, albeit in a consohdated
form.
The Victorian ambulance services are second to none in Australia and are probably on
a par with ambulance services of a similar nature around the world.
The Minister for Health is endeavouring to pull that system apart by requiring a division
of the Department of Health to administer that group. The National Party is strongly
opposed to that option. The recommendations of the Public Bodies Review Committee
should be adopted because they are most sensible. The members of that committee
strongly support the recommendations put forward in the report and the National Party
sees no reason why they should not be adopted.
Mr WEIDEMAN (Frankston South}-I support the honourable member for Mildura
in the comments he has made on behalf of the National Party. I was under the impression
that the Minister's statement in support of the motion would be read to the House, but
apparently that is not the case. Under the requirements of the Parliamentary Committees
Act, on completion of a report and its tabling in Parliament, if no action is taken after one
year the qango under investigation ceases to exist.
The effect of the motion before the House is that the bodies in question shall continue
to exist. If the motion were not passed the only group that would continue to exist would
be the Alexandra and District Ambulance Service. That would cause extreme difficulties
for the people of Melbourne and Parliament would not have much respect. It is an
indication of how effective the Public Bodies Review Committee is in tabling reports in
Parliament. It is a shame that the recommendations of other committees do not have the
same clout.
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. I am disappointed. that the main recommendation of the Public Bodies Review
Committee, an all-party committee, is to create an ambulance commission. Ifhonourable
members read some of the comments from the various ambulance services which made
submissions to the Public Bodies Review Committee, they would know how those services
felt about that recommendation.
The Minister for Health, in his statement in support of the motion, pointed"out that the
report consisted of over 400 pages and took more than a year to complete. The terms of
reference were referred to the Public Bodies Review Committee in 1983 and, in November
1984, the committee released its report which was tabled before Parliament.
One hundred and sixty submissions were received from individuals and groups. The
major recommendation of the Public Bodies Review Committee was the establishment of
the Victorian Ambulance Commission.
The·second major recommendation was the cessation of the existing ambulance services
except, as mentioned by the honourable member for Mildura, the Alexandra and District
Ambulance Service, and the creation of five autonomous non-metropolitan and one
metropolitan ambulance service under boards of management.
The Minister for Transport will be aware of the excellent air ambulance service that was
provided to the Mornington Peninsula by the Angel of Mercy helicopter. The residents of
the Mornington Peninsula expressed a keen desire to retain the service, which was very
much the baby of the peninsula. The concept was expanded to other parts of the State.
The Minister for Transport effected the transfer of the peninsula's Angel ofMercy helicopter
to Melbo.urne administration.
Mr Roper-It has been upgraded.
Mr WEIDEMAN-I agree with the Minister that the service has been upgraded. It
provided a lifesaving service for the Mornington Peninsula and, as an ambulance service,
it is well respected throughout the State. The committee recommended that the Air
Ambulance Service and the Ambulance Officers' Training Centre both continue in existence
but as operational functions of the Victorian Ambulance Commission. Now, instead,
these functions will be under the control of the Department of Health. With the transfer
of these functions, many ambulance services are concerned about obtaining their
requirements and keeping their staff at a suitable level for their operations. They are
concerned also about the finance that may be made available in order for them to continue
to provide their services to the public.
I commend the Minister for Health on his foresi$ht in obtaining the services of Mr
Robert Miller, who is a former Chairman ofthe Public Bodies Review Committee which
inquired into ambulance services, as Chairman of the Implementation Committee. This
appointment is in line with a previous appointment ofDr Kevin Foley, a former member
of the other place, who chaired the Public Bodies Review Committee inquiry into the
restructuring of the water industry. Regardless of political persuasions, it is sensible to
appoint people who have gained expertise in areas ofinvestigation because they have firsthand knowledge of the industry through submissions made to the committee and as a
consequence, have gained skills in dealing with these industries.
The shadow Minister for Health in another place commented that the first
recommendation of the committee for the establishment of the Victorian Ambulance
Committee was a unanimous decision. It is disappointing that this major recommendation
has been rejected. The Liberal Party is well aware that the effect of trying to amend the
motion moved by the Minister for Transport to provide for the establishment of a
commission would be to negate the motion.
Once again, the Liberal Party requests the Minister for Health to carefully consider that
recommendation of the commIttee and to report back to Parliament. The shadow Minister
for Health in the other place requested the Minister to come back to Parliament by 30
April 1986 with suitable proposed legislation to formalize his intentions so that honourable
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members may then express their views and interpret the effectiveness of the Government's
ambulance services policy. I am sure that members of the Public Bodies Review Committee
will want to comment on the work that has been achieved.
I have been provided with numerous submissions made to the committee and I shall
not attempt to read them all. It appears that the North Eastern Victorian Ambulance
Service submitted that although the service generally enjoyed a satisfactory relationship
with the former Health Commission, the decision-making processes in some cases were
inordinately slow, although it appeared that delays in makIng decisions occurred not at
the lower level but in the management structure of the former Health Commission.
Other comments made were:
In my dealings with the Health Commission I have found it to be a bureaucratic organization-perhaps you
should review the Health Commission instead! ! ! I feel that the problem lays with the fact that Health Commission
personnel have no real perception of the requirements of the ambulance service, and they also have the same
problems as ambulance personnel in obtaining valid information from the accounting system.
There is certainly a need for improved communication channels between the ambulance services and the
Health Commission. I suggest this may occur by the appointment of a (several) ambulance oriented personnel to
an ambulance department within the Health Commission. At present, ambulance service administration is an
addendum to the hospitals division. Given the level of operation of the Victorian Ambulance Service and the
specialized nature of these operations, this is a far from satisfactory arrangement.

I suggest that the sixteen submissions to the Public Bodies Review Committee made
similar comments in different forms in one or many paragraphs. As the former Minister
would understand, in the debate in the other place the commission was called a "pink
blancmange"; we used to call it "Wuthering Heights". The former Minister probably has
another name for the 22 storeys down at the end of Collins Street. It is difficult for one to
get through the maze; one can get lost endeavouring to obtain information.
I am sure the Minister will quickly come to terms with the corporate needs within the
new structure of the department. The committee took the view that, because of the
problems that exist in an organization that controls 45000-odd employees with many
divisions and groups, another group such as an ambulance division would be lost in the
structure. The committee's view was that the organization should have the Minister at the
helm, then a Victorian ambulance commission with a general manager, and a chain of
command leading through to the directors of medical services, the Ambulance Officers
Training Centre, the air ambulance unit, the ambulance services committees of
management, the regional superintendents, the district committees, the district
superintendents and the ambulance officers, with support being given by the Department
of Health and the public hospitals.
The committee considered that that was an excellent corporate structure and I am sure
the Minister gave it careful consideration. The Opposition requests, on behalf of the Public
Bodies Review Committee, that the Minister re-examine the issues and give Parliament a
statement on the full impact of the new administration and the regionalization of the
ambulance services. It was recommended that he report back in approximately six months'
time, on 30 April.
One could go on at length about ambulance services in the State. One can recognize the
need for the specialized MICA vehicles, the air ambulance and the general ambulance
services. Obviously, the community has enormous support for these services and the
wonderful work they do.
In the electorate of Frankston there have always been problems with getting patients to
the city proper via the Nepean Highway. That is one reason why the air ambulance service
began its effective operations using heliports at Frankston, the Alfred Hospital and other
centres around Melbourne. One must thank the people involved in the old ambulance
services system. It was begun on a mostly volunteer basis and it has developed into a
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highly skilled, professional organization. Most of these sixteen organizations tend to
stretch management skills to their absolute limit.
In recommending the continuation of the sixtee'n ambulance services referred to in the
resolution, the. rublic Bodies' Review Commitiee adopted an excellent approach to
regionalizationin recognizing the value of the professional skills and accountability that
exist in the ambulance service.
The Oppositi~n does not oppose the resolution of the Legislative Council. It is pleasing
to note the beneficial effect of the sunset provision of the Public Bodies Review Act which
has given honourable members an opportunity of debating this important issue.

Mr DELZOPPO (Narracan)~I was a member of the Public Bodies Review Committee
which, in November 1984, reported on Victoria's ambulance services. It was a happy
experience to be involved in the inquiry into ambulance services. The committee published
a unanimous report and all parties supported its recommendations.
The report is based on an inquiry that the committee conducted over a period of twelve
months. The committee visited every ambulance station in Victoria and a number in New
South Wales.
I am appalled that the Government has taken almost twelve months to respond to that
report. The House must act tonight on that report under the sunset provisions of the
Public Bodies Review Committee Act. Because the Government has "agreed to disagree"
with the recommendations of the report nearly twelve months after it was tabled, it is now
up to Parliament to do something about it. The National Party has already voiced its
displeasure at that situation. I shall draw the attention of the House to several
recommendations contained in that report.
The committee visited the township of Alexandra and examined its ambulance service.
It discovered that that service was run by volunteers. All of the committee members had
preconceived ideas about the ambulance service and, prior to undertaking the examination,
were biased towards the view that this small ambulance service should cease to exist.
Following the inquiry and examination, the more questions mernbers of the committee
asked, the more they were impressed by the self-reliant attitude of this service in providing
an ambulance service for its community. It required no Government subsidy or help and
was provided by volunteers; money was raised by voluntary committees. The service
enjoyed the complete support of the community that it served, and it served as an example
to the members of the committee ofa small area shouldering responsibility for its sick and
injured.
The Public Bodies Review Committee made a whole host of recommendations on these
ambulance services that should be amalgamated and those that should continue. I am
appalled that, at this late stage-some twelve months, almost to the day, since the report
was tabled-the Minister now has to introduce proposed legislation to prevent certain
bodies from going out of existence.
I am disappointed that the Minister did not take up the recommendation of the
committee to amalgamate the ambulance services in Melbourne and the Peninsula
Ambulance Service. This will be postponed if the motion now before the House is carried.
The committee report contains a list of recommendations in Chapter ten. Among other
things, it states:
The primary objective of the Ambulance Services of Victoria is to contribute to the reduction of mortality and
morbidity .... including:
Providing rapid response to requests for assistance ...
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On the question of the number of boundaries and ambulance services, recommendation
5.1 states:
The committee recommends that the following bodies should cease to exist:
Ballarat and District Ambulance Service,
Central Victoria District Ambulance Service,
East Gippsland Ambulance Service,
Geelong and District Ambulance Service,
Glenelg District Ambulance Service,
Goulburn Valley Ambulance Service,
Latrobe Valley District Ambulance Service,
Mid-Murray District Ambulance Service,
North-Eastern Victoria District Ambulance Service,
North West Victorian Ambulance Service,
Northern District Ambulance Service,
South Gippsland District Ambulance Service,
South-Western Victoria Ambulance Service, and
Wimmera District Ambulance Service,
and that the successor bodies be:
Barwon-South Western Ambulance Service,
Central Highlands-Wimmera Ambulance Service,
Northern Mallee-Loddon Campaspe Ambulance Service,
Goulburn-North Eastern Ambulance Service, and
Gippsland Ambulance Service.

The last service mentioned is an amalgamation of the Latrobe Valley, South Gippsland
and East Gippsland services.
As a member of the Public Bodies Review Committee, which went to considerable
inconvenience to ensure that it examined all the ambulance services in Victoria and to
consult with people at the administrative level as well as the rank and file ambulance
officers in order that a total and balanced report should be presented to Parliament, it is a
disappointment to me that the report is being dealt with in this cavalier fashion by the
Minister late on a Thursday afternoon, when proposed legislation tends to be rushed
through.
As I said, members of the Public Bodies Review Committee reached an unanimous
decision on the recommendations. It was a worth-while experience to be a member of the
committee. When the task was completed, all members of the committee, irrespective of
their party affiliations, believed a good and worth-while job had been done. They were
confident that, because of the work that had been done and because the recommendations
were unanimously agreed upon, the Minister of the day would have no hesitation in
adopting the report. Of course, they now find that that is not the case.
The Minister has tended to ignore the work done by the committee. That is evident
because it is almost twelve months since the report was tabled; and yet at this late stage,
the Minister is acting to prevent-and I repeat, "to prevent"-the implementation of the
recommendations of that committee.
I can only conclude by saying that the Minister will have a second chance to implement
those recommendations if the motion is carried this afternoon. However, I am disappointed
that more attention has not been paid to them; and I am sorry that more members of that
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committee from the other side of the House are not present in the Chamber to support my
remarks.
Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster)-I am bitterly disappointed at this motion. I have not
been one of the great admirers of the Public Bodies Review Committee because it was
used by the Government when in opposition to destroy the then Liberal Government. It
may be that the Liberal Party had been too long in power and did not realize that the
Labor Party had stacked that committee with its bright boys. The Liberal Party also had a
number of bright boys but, one of the most brilliant minds in the country on that committee,
politically had the mind of an infant.
Mr Remington-Who was that? Name him!
Mr WILLIAMS-District ambulance services are big business with a budget of more
than $20 million a year. It is a public scandal that sixteen ambulance services have been
placed on this list.
The establishment of a central ambulance commission in this State is lon$ overdue. It
is needed to plan the activities of services and to negotiate industrial relatIOns matters
because, from time to time, we read in the press that an overworked ambulance staff has
an industrial grievance. That should be negotiated centrally, not separately in the sixteen
areas listed in this motion.
The budget for the ambulance services is $20 million a year. I am the last person to
pour scorn on local volunteers who do a sterling job in their areas; however, in this day
and age when interest rates in the public sector are as much as 16 per cent, expert money
managers are needed to handle ambulance funds on the short-term money market. Every
cent and every dollar must be put to its maximum use. That can be done only through
central adminIstration.
The Public Bodies Review Committee said some harsh things about the morale and
general competence of ambulance staff. I am not casting aspersions, but the staff could
have been better trained.
I am expressing my reluctance about this motion. There are approximately 100
ambulances in the metropolitan area with some 450 staff. At least another 50 staff members
are needed for the metropolitan area. It is not uncommon for a sick or injured person to
wait 2 or 3 hours for an ambulance. Each day of the week 50 to 100 people are injured,
some seriously, in motor car accidents. They deserve to have ambulances arrive in time
to save their lives. I hope I am never one of the unlucky ones who must wait for an
ambulance to arrive.
Problems also exist with full casualty wards in hospitals. A person can have an accident
in Fitzroy but he or she will be taken by ambulance past St Vincent's Hospital out to the
Royal Melbourne Hospital. Another person can have an accident in Parkville and be
brought across town to St Vincent's Hospital. That is intolerable.
The Public Bodies Review Committee criticized not only poor staffing practices in
hospitals but also the lack of management skills in local ambulance services. The committee
found that, unless tackled soon, this will lead to a deterioration in the quality of ambulance
services and make costs difficult to contain. The Government talks about cost containment,
yet it has little control over the Minister for Health. He takes so little notice of the
Governnlent that Parliament is forced into passing this motion tonight.
Ambulance services need a more effective organizational structure. They need more
professionalism and much better co-ordination than is currently involved with hospitals
and emergency services. There must be a reduction in the stresses and strains on the staff
and an improvement in staff morale.
I could easily use the 30 minutes allotted to me to debate the matter, but I have agreed
to a voluntary gag. I criticize the incompetent Cain Government for putting the motion
before the House tonight.
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Mr COOPER (Mornington)-This is an important motion and one with which I
concur. In saying that, I draw the attention of the Government to ambulance services on
the Mornington Peninsula and, more particularly, the ambulance services in the electorate
I represent. Slightly less than twelve months ago, rumors ran rife that, through the review
of ambulances services, a number of branch depots would be closed, including some
branches of the Peninsula Ambulance Service. A few weeks ago I was pleased to note a
press release published in newspapers distributed throughout the Mornington Peninsula
which quoted the Minister for Health as stating that there was no truth to that story.
I am especially pleased about that because, when one considers the provision of this
essential service to people living on the Mornington Peninsula, one must consider the
distances that must be travelled and, particularly during the summer, the amount of traffic
on the roads. The operation of an efficient and effective ambulance service on the
Mornington Peninsula depends largely on having well-located branch depots.
In the electorate I represent, there are currently branch depots of the Peninsula
Ambulance Service at Hastings and Mornington. It was rumoured that the depot at
Hastings would be closed and that a new depot would be opened at Cranbourne. As I have
stated, the Minister has denied that that will happen. It is good that the Hastings branch
of the service will not be closed. However, part of the Shire ofCranbourne falls within the
electorate I represent, and the provision of a depot in the busy, central township of
Cranbourne would be in the interests of providing an adequate ambulance service. I will
leave that matter to future decision makers.
As the Government considers the future of ambulance services, as it undoubtedly will,
it must bear in mind that the provision of an efficient and effective service must be the
main priority and must not be subjugated by financial pressures. No one would want to
have tragedies on their conscience brought about by cutbacks in the ambulance services
due to financial considerations.
I shall not dwell on the matter for too long, but I wish to mention the Angel of Mercy
helicopter ambulance service which was started on the Mornington Peninsula. That service
was funded and maintained by public subscription for some years before the then Liberal
Government came to the party and provided a small subsidy. I am not certain what the
current subsidy is, but it does not exceed $40000. When one considers the costs of running
the Angel ofMercy helicopter that is a small contribution. Nevertheless, it is welcome.
In its review of ambulance services, the Government announced that it intends to take
over the Angel of Mercy helicopter and to move it from its present base at the Tyabb
airfield to either the Moorabbin or Essendon airports and to provide a bi~er helicopter.
The people of the Mornington Peninsula do not see that as a good move, In fact, they are
very much opposed to it. They are not prepared to accept the line that they should trust
the Government to give them a better service.
The people of the Mornington Peninsula created the service, and they want to maintain
and continue the service. Regardless of the sweet talk that goes on, no one living on the
peninsula accepts that a better service will be supplied to them by a helicopter operating
from either the Moorabbin or Essendon airports. They want to keep the Angel of Mercy
helicopter on the peninsula. They have paid for it through public subscription (or years
and years, and they are entitled to expect that the service will continue.
I trust that the Government, in reviewing ambulances services, will review its line of
thOUght on the Angel ofMercy and will take into account the stron~y expressed wishes of
the community on the peninsula. I hope that this essential service will continue to be
maintained and approved of by the Government and will be based on the Mornington
Peninsula at the Tyabb airfield.
Mr GUDE (Hawthorn)-I support the motion before the House and, in so doing, pay
tribute, particularly to the Geelong and District Ambulance Service, one with which I
have had a long and close association as a board member for many years.
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I express my concern and disappointment that the Government has not, on this occasion,
taken full account of the recommendations of the Public Bodies Review Committee. This
all-party review committee has undertaken a great deal of work; it examined an industry
with some $55 million worth of investment and interest. It is rather disappointing that,
when all parties agree that there should be more work undertaken by joint committees,
and recommendations of such significance are handed down by an eminent committee,
such as the Public Bodies Review Committee, their principal advice is ignored.
Speaking as the member for Hawthorn, I am pleased that this motion will be passed,
particularly as the ambulance service in the metropolitan area serves so many people. In
a personal sense, from a family point of view, I have had occasion to be grateful for the
effective work carried out by ambulance officers in Victoria. I am aware of it, because of a
direct association, as I said in the past, of the effective work carried out by volunteers and
the way in which many of these ambulance services are frugal and efficient in the collecting
and dispersing of funds.
I urge the Minister and the Government to continue to review the recommendations of
the Public Bodies Review Committee and to considerably upgrade ambulance services in
Victoria.
There is no question that there is a need for additional staff in the metropolitan area
and for an expansion of the service if all people in the greater metropolitan area are to
achieve the full value of this excellent service.
Mr MACLELLAN (Berwick)-The Government's brinkmanship shows up in this
motion: It takes the all-party committee's recommendations to the brink and fails to deal
with them effectively and early enough to allow Parliament the real opportunity of
discussing the merits of a fresh approach to the ambulance services.
What has happened in the meantime is that services in growing and developing areas
have been neglected because of a continuing inquiry; recommendations have been made
and things have not been done that ought to have been done in areas right around the edge
of Melbourne. Honourable members representing nice, settled suburban electorates might
be surprised to discover that the community at Emerald has to raise $40 000 to have an
ambulance service. They have just raised the money through volunteer efforts and they
are in the Melbourne ambulance service area.
Cranbourne, on the other hand, is covered by the Peninsula Ambulance Service. I can
assure honourable members that those of us who have to suffer the difficulties of having
services on the borders between the particular ambulance services, have incredible
problems. The Latrobe Valley Ambulance Service covers the east of the Berwick electorate,
but if an accident occurs at a certain point on the highway, radio communicators are used
to turn the ambulance back while another ambulance is called and people wait in a
wrecked car, with a doctor waitin~, to be taken to hospital. On occasions we have had to
put up with chaos and bad co-ordmation from willing people, people anxious to help and
anxious to do the right thing in any way they can.
Cranbourne deserves an ambulance service; it has been neglected by the Government
because there has been an inquiry. Emerald needs its ambulance service in a permanent
home; it has raised its $40 000 and that is what must be done in the outer suburbs, in the
growing areas around Melbourne, if an ambulance service is to be provided for the new
population that moves in.
Those stickers that say, HAmbulance subscribers save lives" are quite true. The
ambulance subscribers keep the service going; ambulance donators are the ones who create
the improvements to the service and extend the service to those areas presently not
adequately served.
I have great sympathy with the honourable member for Mornington when he says that
he does not want the Hastings service shut down to keep the service in Cranbourne.
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Appropriate services should be available in both communities and it should have happened
a long time ago.
Under this Government we have had years of delay because inquiries he. ve been held
and Minister after Minister-as it happens-have given excuse after excuse for deferring
the decisions that should have been made.
In the meantime people have waited for an inordinate time at roadside accidents and
after suffering heart attacks for the ambulance service to arrive. I have complained about
the matter before in this place and I do not intend to repeat my earlier remarks about a
councillor in the Shire of Pakenham who was taken to the bush nursing hospital and had
to be moved to another hospital. He had to wait an hour and a half for an ambulance to
make the move. Correspondence has flowed back and forth between the Ministry, the
Minister, the council and the ambulance service and we are no better offin sorting out the
problems. The Berwick electorate is on the border of the regions and has three ambulances
operating within it. The South Gippsland ambulance service operates just a few miles out
of the boundary.
The time involved in travelling from the scene of an accident to the nearest hospitalif one is lucky enough to find a doctor and a nurse to attend one-would be at least half
an hour. It would not take less time because we do not have ambulance services centrally
located in the right spots at Cranbourne and Emerald. We need that now. We do not need
the brinkmanship and incompetence of the Government in movin~ the motion. If
honourable members do not agree to the motion the ambulance servIces will cease to
exist.
Therefore, we have no option but to pass the motion and allow the problems we have
mentioned to continue, despite the fact that a committee has examined the subject and
arrived at unanimous recommendations. The Government is too incompetent to accept
the recommendations, take them on board and make decisions. Therefore, the Government
finds itself in the embarrassing position where at 25 minutes to 6 on a Thursday afternoon
the House must agree to a motion, but honourable members must not talk about it. I do
not intend to continue for long; I have spoken for 4 minutes and I suppose that is the
ration on a Thursday afternoon. It is a disgrace to the organization of the House and I ask
the Leader of the House to ensure that it does not happen again.

ADJOURNMENT
Meat inspection services-Business of the House-Proposed Melbourne hotel and
convention centre-St Albans Square project-Child care centre in Box Hill-Historical
records-School transport facilities in Kew-Road funding in Knox
Mr FORDHAM (Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources)-I move:
That the House do now adjourn.

Mr AUSTIN (Ripon)-The matter I raise concerns the transfer of the responsibilities
for meat inspection for the State of Victoria to the Commonwealth. At present there is
very much a cloud of mystery surrounding this important issue. I am sol!}' that the
Treasurer, who represents the Minister for Agriculture and Rural Affairs in thIS place, is
not in the Chamber. Perhaps the Minister for Local Government, who is at the table, will
take note of my comments because they are important for the future of the meat industry,
not only from a farming or producer point of view but also from the point of view of the
consumer.
Is legislation necessary for this transfer to take place, bearing in mind that it has already
been stated that the transfer of responsibility will take place on 1 January 1986?
Iflegislation is necessary, it will have to be introduced fairly soon. It is my understanding,
according to legal advice the Opposition has received, that under section 5 of the Meat
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Inspection Act 1964 the Commonwealth Government has no power or constitutional
right to enter into any arrangements. These matters need to be clarified.
I also direct the attention of the Minister to the matter of superannuation for those meat
inspectors who will be transferred from the State meat inspection service to the
Commonwealth meat inspection service because of the reluctance of some Victorian meat
inspectors who .are based in Melbourne to be suddenly transferred to a place like Katherine,
Darwin or Perth. These meat inspectors have families and their children attend schools in
Victoria. No doubt they have houses in Melbourne, and therefore many of them will not
be prepared to go or wish to be sent to the other end of the continent.
I ask the Minister what their position is regarding superannuation. I have no confirmation
of the situation, but it has been said that the meat inspectors will have returned to them
in the form of superannuation only those contributions that they have made. The industry
also contributed to the scheme on a $1 for $1 basis during their emploment, therefore, I
ask what has happened to that part of the contribution.
I am asking the Minister a sensible and intelligent question and I hope he will investigate
the matter so that those t:neat inspectors who have expressed concern about their future
will know where they stand. Concern has been expressed about what is being done.
People who are in charge of the meat inspection service in various regions throughout
the State have already been requested to supply uniforms which conform with the transfer
to the meat inspectors within those regions. In other words, currently the uniforms of the
meat inspectors have the insignia of the Department of Agriculture and Rural Affairs on
the pocket. I do not know whether the meat inspectors will receive a new pocket, but the
new uniforms are said to have the letters "DPI" on them to represent the Department of
Primary Industry. That appears to prejudge the situation. One could assume that the
transfer will automatically take place irrespective of the legislation.
The House and the meat inspectors involved have the right to know the answers to
those queries and particularly whether the legislation is necessary.
The SPEAKER-Order! The honourable member for Ripon is out of order when
seeking legislation during the debate on the motion for the adjournment of the House.

Mr AUSTIN-Thank you, Mr Speaker. The questions I have asked of the Minister are
extremely important.
Dr COGHILL (Werribee)-I raise a matter for the attention of the Leader of the House,
the Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources, in his capacity as the Minister
responsible for the conduct of the House. I raise with him the need to ensure that full and
adequate opportunities are available to honourable members to raise matters of major
significance to the Government, Parliament and the people of Victoria. In particular, I
suggest that it is of crucial importance that the Opposition should have adequate
opportunity of pressing forward whatever challenge it might have to the Government and
of sustaining legitimate action on the floor of the sitting.
I have been concerned that the Opposition has totally failed to pursue its announced
three-week campaign to discredit the Government. On 15 October the Leader of the
Opposition proclaimed to the world that he had launched a campaign that would apply
pressure in a way in which the Premier would not have thought possible. Within 24 hours
that campaign had wilted; within three days it was dead; and after two weeks it is almost
forgotten. That is the reality. Whether this is because of the formalities of the House or for
other reasons, the Leader of the Opposition and his colleagues have failed miserably to
sustain a campaign in and out of Parliament to discredit the Government and to discredit
the Premier.
The Leader of the Opposition said that the Liberal Party did not want to discharge all
its ammunition at once. I am concerned that he has not been able to discharge any
ammunition since 15 October.
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Mr LEIGH (Malvern)-On a point of order, Mr Speaker, the honourable member for
Werribee seems to be directing a matter to the attention of the Leader of the House. Since
that matter is not Government business, to which the motion for the adjournment of the
sitting is directed, I do not see why he should continue his comments.
The SPEAKER-Order! There is no point of order. The honourable member for
Werribee is asking the Leader of the House to make arrangements to provide more time
for the Opposition to debate matters, and that matter is the responsibility of the Deputy
Premier.
Dr COGHILL (Werribee)-I am concerned that the failure of the Leader of the
Opposition to discharge any ammunition since 15 October may indicate some deficiencies
in the forms of the House which have inhibited his rights. I should have thOUght that, in
the grievance debate today, the Leader of the Opposition would have had adequate
opportunities, but even then he was unable to introduce any new information, documents
or ammunition.
The Leader of the Opposition referred to 33 questions that had been raised with the
Premier over the past few weeks, but he was unable to use the forms of the House or the
grievance debate to relaunch his campaign which fizzled at the beginning oflast week. One
answer could be that he has no ammunition, but honourable members must ask themselves
whether that is believable, given the grave charges that he laid and foreshadowed in
launching his campaign on 15 October.
I ask the Leader of the House to review the procedures available in this place for
honourable members, and particularly for members of the Opposition, so that campaigns
on major issues of public importance can be sustained. It is clear that the Opposition has
been unable to sustain a campaign over two weeks, let alone the three weeks that were
foreshadowed. The Opposition has only rehashed tired old allegations over days, weeks
and, in some cases, months. It has not been able to come up with any fresh material to
assist in its three week campaign to discredit the Government, as it claimed on 15 October
that it would do.
It is clear that something is wrong when the Leader of the Opposition must put himself
out on a limb by saying that, over a three-week campaign, he will discredit the Premier
and the Government, but after two weeks the campaign is virtually forgotten by the public,
or dead.
An Honourable Member-Play the tapes!
Dr COGHILL-The tapes are another issue, but I shall not refer to those.
The SPEAKER-Order! The honourable member's time has expired.
Mr HEFFERNAN (lvanhoe)-I raise with the Minister for Property and Services a
matter concerning the announced hotel and convention centre to be constructed near the
World Trade Centre in Spencer Street. Again, the Minister for Planning and Environment
has said that an environment effects statement will be produced after the announcement
of the development.
The proposed hotel and convention centre will intrude into the Yarra River, and thus
the proposal does not conform with the Lower Yarra redevelopment plan for the central
business district. Honourable members would recognize the inconsistency of the
Government's approach if they examined the proposal for the National Tennis Centre. In
that case the Government emphasized that the tennis stadium should be set back from the
river so that the development would not create any future impediment to the Yarra River
or the future appearance of our city.
If allowed to proceed as planned, the proposed hotel and convention centre will not
only be built abutting the Yarra River but part of it will also intrude into the river. All
political parties support the need to preserve the Yarra River for future generations. The
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Government's conservation concepts should be questioned. It is important for future
generations that the environment assets of the business district be preserved.
In not opposing the need for the hotel and convention centre, I offer the Government
an alternative site. The alternative site is quite glaringly obvious to 'the Opposition. The
area of the Spencer Street railway yards opposite the World Trade Centre is crying out for
redevelopment., It ought to be considered. It is a major transport centre to which buses,
trains and other transport facilities go. The Government, through its Ministry for Planning
and Environment, should examine the area for its potential future development as a hotel
and convention centre.
I should like the World Trade Centre to be expanded at a future date to meet the needs
of trade in this State. Its development should be undertaken to conform with the
redevelopment of the Lower Yarra area. Before the Government once again hedges on
this matter, I ask the Minister whether the Government announces major projects without
proper planning input and I ask him to consider as an alternative site the Spencer Street
railway yards area, which is crying out for redevelopment and would allow access directly
to the World Trade Centre.
Mr ANDRIANOPOULOS (St Albans)-I raise a matte.r for the attention of the Minister
for Transport and, in his absence, I ask the Minister for Local Government to convey my
concern to him. It relates to a project known as the St Albans Square project in the St
Albans shopping centre in the heart of my electorate. I raise this matter because it is
starting to develop as a sage similar to the City Square saga of ten years ago. In 1981 two
railway houses on the property concerned were burnt down. The councils of the two
municipalities that abut the property, namely, Keilor and Sunshine, put a proposition to
create a town square.
The proposition to acquire the properties was put to V/Line, but little response was
given until 1983 when the then Minister of Transport, Steve Crabb, received a deputation
from the two councils and agreed, in principle, that the land should be made available to
the councils for the establishment of a town square. It was further agreed that officers of
V/Line would investigate the proposal and that, rather than purchasing the site, V/Line
would be willing to exchange that land for other land owned by the Sunshine City Council
which was within 300 metres of the site concerned and the St Albans railway station.
Agreement in principle was reached with the Minister as a result of the deputation.
However, the councils appear to have made a mistake in having the foresight to prepare a
St Albans shopping centre strategy: two further propositions arose out of that strategy
regarding the requirements of the St Albans community. They related to extra car parking
spaces for railway patrons and a bus terminal in the centre of the St Albans neighbourhood.
Officials within the Ministry of Transport appear to have been working in three different
areas. The information that has been conveyed to me indicates that different officials are
working on the three proposals-the car parking proposal, the bus terminal proposal and
the town square proposal.
The desire of the St Albans community is that the two sites I have mentioned should be
made available as a town square. I ask the Minister for Transport to issue the relevant
directions so that, firstly, any suggestion of the use of the said land for other than a town
square can be terminated and, secondly, to instruct his officers to expedite the negotiations
between the Ministry of Transport and the two councils concerned.
Mr PESCOTT (Bennettswood)-The matter I raise concerns the Minister for
Community Services and I ask the Minister for Local Government to pass my comments
on to the Minister. My concern relates to a child care centre being built in the City of Box
Hill as part of a share package announced by the State and Federal Governments during
the past election campaign.
I visited the centre last week-end and I discovered that work had stopped because the
successful contractor for that job had gone into liquidation. At the time that contractor
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went into liquidation he owed a large sum of money to a number of subcontractors who
had placed a black ban on the project.
The City of Box Hill is in the position of having paid money to the contractor, but that
money has not been passed on to the people who did the work.
I ask the Minister for Local Government to bring this matter to the attention of the
Minister for Community Services so that she can communicate with the City of Box Hill
to find a solution to this problem to have the black ban lifted and money injected into the
project.
Mr HARROWFIELD (Mitcham)-I raise a matter for the attention of the Minister for
Property and Services that relates to the need to obtain easier access to important historical
records.
I am sure honourable members would be aware of the growing interest among Victorians
in family history research and genealogy. For those people who are pursuing an interest in
that area, a major source for undertaking research into family history is the information
contained on the birth, death and marriage records.
People undertaking genealogical research are particularly interested in obtaining access
to the very earliest records available-the birth death and marriage certificates prior to
1900. Having easier access to those important documents and records will make the search
for family history and family background a much easier process.
I have received numerous representations from constituents on this matter, one of
whom is involved in the Australian Institute of Genealogical Studies, and who asks that
these birth death and marriage certificates prior to 1900 be microfilmed, thereby making
them more readily available to people undertaking that research.
The Australian Institute of Genealogical Studies and a number of the people whom I
represent have had a long-standing interest going back many years in having these important
documents microfilmed. I have made numerous representations on this matter over the
past two or three years to both the present Minister for Property and Services and the
previous Minister for Property and Services. Both Ministers have indicated a keen interest
in ensuring that ease of access is facilitated.
Mr Richardson-What have they done about it?
Mr HARROWFIELD-Ifthe honourable member for Forest Hill contains himselffor
a moment, he might find out. I presented a petition to the House in May 1984 bearing
5656 signatures, which indicates the great interest of Victorians in family history research
and in obtaining access to this information. I am pleased to advise the House, and
particularly the honourable member for Forest Hill, that in November last year the former
Minister for Property and Services, the honourable member for Niddrie, advised me of
the go ahead for that project. The State Government was prepared to have those important
records microfilmed.
Work has proceeded, and I thank the present Minister for Property and Services for his
co-operation in ensuring that the work is facilitated. It has been undertaken in the various
public record areas of the State and through the Minister's department under the auspices
of a community employment program. Several people have been engaged in the lengthy
process of sorting through the records and, in many cases, of restoring old and valuable
documents and, more importantly, placing those documents on microfilm so that people
will have that ease of access available to them.
I request the Minister to advise me of the progress that has been made on the completion
of the work being undertaken by the Community Employment Program. Constituents in
the electorate that I represent and constituents throughout the State are anxious to be able
to obtain those records more easily. I ask the Minister to indicate to the House what
progress has been made in implementing that project.
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Ms SIBREE (Kew)-I raise a matter with the Minister for Transport who, unfortunately,
is not present. I do not wish to embarrass the Minister by making available a letter that I
have received under his name from Victorian Transport. I wish the Minister to know that
I initiated inquiries at the beginning of the first school term this year on the anomalies
encountered by schoolchildren in the Kew area with transport to schools. Several express
buses pass through the Kew area without stopping and, therefore, schoolchildren who
cannot be picked. up by those express buses have to use two modes of transport to get to
school, both the tram and the bus.
Last year I wrote to the then Minister of Transport, who is now the Minister for
Employment and Industrial Relations, and suggested that some of the express buses stop
to collect these schoolchildren. In February this year I again wrote to the then Minister
saying that since last year the matter had worsened. Parents are now being asked, instead
of paying $26 a term for a two-section fare that covers the area, to pay $52 a term, which
is an inner suburban neighbourhood fare covering two sections of 3· 5 kilometres. Parents
have been told that they must pay the full neighbourhood fare because two modes of
transport are involved. If the express buses picked up the schoolchildren, parents would
pay $26 a term.
I put it to the then Minister of Transport on 20 February that there were anomalies in
the situation and schoolchildren were being disadvantaged because the bus transport
system in Kew was geared to bring people from the outer suburbs through Kew to the city
without stopping at Kew. Rather than stopping those express buses at convenient places
for schoolchildren, I sugsested that the fares for schoolchildren under these circumstances
could be reduced from $52 to $26 a term, which was the fare for the normal two-section
travel. That was in February.
In July this year I received a telephone call from a courteous gentleman from the
Metropolitan Transit Authority saying that the letter did raise a grave anomaly and it
would be investigated by the anomalies committee of the authority. Yesterday, I received
a letter from the Minister for Transport that I do not believe I can send to my constituents
because the Minister will be more than embarrassed by the contents of the letter. It says
that the Minister acknowledges my letter of 20 February, which is good, and regrets the
delay in replying. He then says that the authority acknowledges the dilemma in public
transport services but rejects any suggestion of trying to rectify the matter in the ways that
I have suggested.
The crunch comes when the Minister, who has put his name to the letter, says that the
practice ensures a faster and more comfortable service for passengers making the longest
journey. He says that on balance it is not considered desirable for peak schedules to be
altered for the schoolchildren referred to in my letter.
These children are part of the community using the public transport system. It is
dangerous for them to move from tram to bus to tram. They are young children; they are
not mature age students. They attend primary schools in the area and because-and only
because-they must change from trams to buses, it is necessary for their parents to pay
$52 a term instead of$26.
The Minister said that there is a dilemma but he will not do a thing to change the
situation. The Minister should consider the matter seriously and come up with a better
reason than that, after eight months' wait, for the first term next year.
Mrs HIRSH (Wantirna)-I raise a matter for the attention of the Minister for Transport
and, in his absence, ask the Minister at the table to inform him about the matter. The
matter concerns road funding in the City of Knox-Wantirna is in the western half of the
City of Knox. For some months now the Knox council has been playing a role in road
funding-it has served primarily to confuse the issue. Articles have been appearing in the
local paper accusing the State and Federal Governments of not adequately providing
urgently needed funds for roads and the people are confused.
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On 15 October, the council put an article in the paper saying it wanted an urgent meeting
with the Minister for Transport. At the beginning of October I had arranfed a meeting
between the council and the Minister. The meeting took place today and was amazed,
after having read the articles in the newspaper over some months, when the council
informed the Minister and myself that, after the announcements about bicentennial road
funds, it was comfortable with funding for 1985-86. Its priorities will be met. The council
really wanted to see the Minister about funding for 1986-87 and 1987-88.
After months of articles appearing in the press, the council does not appear to be
concerned about the matter when it comes to the crunch. However, the people In Wantirna
are concerned about road funding, as I have explained to the Minister, despite what the
council may say. I shall continue regularly to explain the matter to the Minister.
Mr FORDHAM (Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources)-The honourable
member for Werribee brought to my attention a matter that showed his desire for
Parliamentary democracy to be further extended by the provision of additional time for
the Opposition to allow the expectations drawn to the attention of the people of Victoria
by the Leader of the Opposition to be realized. I believe the Government could double or
treble the time made available to the Opposition but nothing more would come of it
because there is no substance in what the Opposition says in the first place.
The reality is that the Leader of the Opposition attempted to raise public expectations
on whether this week or last week would be the big week. With the Opposition, it is just
not going to come. The Government recognizes that; the people of Victoria recognize that;
and honourable members can look forward, I am afraid, to the Parliamentary sessional
period continuing on its present time-table.
Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-The honourable member for Ripon raised a number of matters
concerning the transfer of meat inspection services from the State Government to the
Commonwealth Government. I shall have that matter investigated and provide the
honourable member with details.
Mr McCUTCHEON (Minister for Property and Services)-The honourable member
for Ivanhoe raised the question of the siting of an hotel and convention centre at the
World Trade Centre site west of Spencer Street. The matter is in the hands of the Minister
for Planning and Environment in another place.
A working party has thoroughly examined the sites available on the banks of the Yarra
River and it was the considered opinion of the working party that the World Trade Centre
site was appropriate for the hotel and convention centre.
The honourable member referred to the possibility of the hotel bein~ sited on the
Spencer Street railway yards area close to the preferred site. I shall refer hIS views to the
Minister for Planning and Environment and ask for a response.
The honourable member for Mitcham raised the question of the release of births, deaths
and marriages information to genealogists and historians seeking access to the pre-l900s
records in the Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages.
During debate on the Registration of Births, Deaths and Marriages (Amendment) Bill,
I said that, over the past twelve months, restoration work has been carried out on the
indices of the old registers. Much of the work was performed by persons employed under
funding from the Community Employment Program. Towards the end of the year it will
be possible to release the pre-1986 indices.
The indices had to be restored prior to microfilmin~, which was completed early in
October. The final sta~e is to convert the microfilm to mIcrofiche so that those records can
be made available for Inspection by interested groups and persons. The microfiche process
will be completed in mid-November.
The release of those indices and that information has been widely sou~t. The honourable
member for Mitcham has been amongst those perc;ons actively prevatling upon both my
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predecessor and myself to ensure that the interests of historians and genealogists can be
met. I am pleased to say that that will happen and that, by the end of the year, that material
will be available.
Mr SIMMONDS (Minister for Local Government)-The honourable member for St
Albans referred to the St Albans Square project, the car park and bus terminal. I shall pass
on that matter to the Minister for Transport.
The honourable member for Kew raised the question of difficulties with schoolchildren
having to use two modes of transport because of the operation of express bus services and
the delay of the Minister for Transport in responding to her original correspondence. I
shall pass on that matter to the Minister for Transport.
The honourable member for Bennettswood referred to child care centres and difficulties
associated with payments to a constructor who had gone into liquidation, as a result of
which moneys had not been paid to those who carried out the contract work. I shall pass
on that representation to the Minister for Community Services.
The honourable member for Wantirna raised a matter of road funding which is of
concern to the councils in the area she represents. I shall pass on that information to the
Minister for Transport.
The motion was agreed to.
The House adjourned at 6.14 p.m. until Tuesday, October 29.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
The following answers to questions on notice were circulated-

IMPRISONMENT OF FRAUDULENT DEBTORS
(Question No. 152)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for the Arts, for the Attorney-General:
I. How many persons are presently imprisoned for non-payment of debts, including maintenance, indicating
the offence?
2. How many persons are imprisoned under the provisions of the Imprisonment of Fraudulent Debtors Act
1958?

Mr MATHEWS (Minister for the Arts)-The answer supplied by the Attorney-General
is:
1. No persons are presently in prison for non-payment of civil debts.
An extensive search of the warrants held against all prisoners in custody as at 1.10.85 reveals that 30 persons
are in prison for non-payment of debts under(a) a warrant of commitment for non-payment of income tax (one person); or
(b) a warrant of commitment for want of distress for moneys due under a forfeited undertaking (seven
persons); or
(c) a warrant of commitment for non-payment of moneys due under a forfeited recognizance (22 persons).
In no case have any of these 30 persons been imprisoned solely for non-payment of these debts. They have
been imprisoned because of convictions for criminal offences including murder, burglary, theft, robbery, rape,
trafficking in drugs and assault.
2. There are no persons in prison under a warrant of commitment issued under the Imprisonment of Fraudulent
Debtors Act 1958. I point out that the category under that Act under which most debtors faced imprisonment
has now been replaced by the instalment procedure introduced by the Judgment Debt Recovery Act 1984.
While it is still possible for persons to be imprisoned under the 1984 Act, orders for imprisonment can be
made only where the judgment debtor has the means to pay and has "wilfully and persistently and without an
honest and reasonable excuse" defaulted in the payment of an instalment.
The Judgment Debt Recovery Act came into operation on I May 1985. To date no persons have been
imprisoned under it.

SALE AND LEASE-BACK TRANSACTIONS OF EDUCATION
DEPARTMENT
(Question No. 192)

Mr STOCKDALE (Brighton) asked the Minister for Education:
I. Whether any department. agency or authority within his administration, or any predecessor to such bodies,
has sold or leased back any assets since 3 April 1982; if so, which bodies?
2. In respect of each such sale and lease-back transaction-(a) which body was involved; (b) what was the
nature of the asset concerned; (c) what was the money consideration for the sale; (d) what proportion of the asset
has been leased back; (e) what are the names and addresses of the companies or individuals who are now the
owners of the assets concerned; and (f) what is the expiry date ofthe current lease?
3. In respect of each such sale and lease-back transaction, whether the proceeds of sale have been retained by
the body concerned?
4. How the proceeds of such sale have been applied?
5. In respect of each such sale and lease-back transaction, what has been the effective rate of interest under the
lease-back arrangement and, if the lease has been arranged on a floating rate or other variable rate basis, what has
been the range of effective interest rates?
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Mr CATHIE (Minister for Education)-The answer is:
Neither the Education Department nor agencies or authorities within my administration have sold and leased
back assets since 3 April 1982.

RESIDENCES OWNED BY LAW DEPARTMENT AND OFFICE OF
CORRECTIONS
(Question No. 250)

Mr BROWN (Gippsland West) asked the Minister for the Arts, for the AttorneyGeneral:
In respect of all residences owned by departments, agencies and authorities within his administration as at 1
April 1985. and which have been vacant for two months or longer, what is the length of time each has been
vacant, the location and the reason?

Mr MATHEWS (Minister for the Arts)-The answer supplied by the Attorney-General
is:
As at 1 April 1985, one residence at 10 Alemedia Street, Sale, owned by the Office of Corrections was vacant
for approximately five months, between November 1984 and April 1985 while major maintenance was carried
out prior to the appointment of a new Governor at H.M. Prison Sale. There were no other residences owned by
departments. agencies or authorities within the Attorney-General's portfolio that had been vacant for two months
orlonger.
'

BUDGET ALLOcATION FOR DISTRIBUTION BY EDUCATION
DEPARTMENT
(Question No. 282)

Mr BROWN (Gippsland West) asked the Minister for Education:
1. Whether any moneys were allocated by departments, agencies and authorities within his administration in
the State Budget delivered in 18 September 1984 which would be available fo~,distribution at his discretion; if
so, what is the amount allocated?
2. Whether such discretionary funds were available within the 1983-84 State Budget; if so, what amount?

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Education)-The answer is:
Funds allocated in the State Budget to the Education Department are identified for particular programs and
purposes. Within these programs, and subject to Treasury regulations, the Minister, as the person responsible for
the implementatiqn of the Government's policies, has discretion in the allocation offunds.

BUDGET ALLOCATION FOR DISTRIBUTION BY LAW
DEPARTMENT AND OFFICE OF CORRECTIONS
(Question No. 298)

Mr BROWN (Gippsland West) asked the Minister for the Arts, for the AttorneyGeneral:
1. Whether any moneys were allocated by departments, agencies and authorities within his administration in
the State Budget delivered on 18 September 1984 which would be available for distribution at his discretion; if
so, what is the amount allocated?
2. Whether such discretionary funds were available within the 1983-84 State Budget; ifso, what amount?

Mr MATHEWS (Minister for the Arts)-The answer supplied by the Attorney-General
is:
The answer in relation to the Office of Corrections i~:
1. An amount of$126 000 was allocated in the 1984-85 State Budget for distribution at Ministerial discretion
to persons, organizations and institutions rendering or proposing to render community based correctional
services.
2. The amount available for distribution in 1983-84 was $119 000.
The answer in relation to the Law Department is: Funds allocated in the State Budget to the department are
identified for particular programs and purposes. Within these programs, and subject to Treasury regulations, the
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Minis.ter. as the person responsible for the implementation of the Government's policies, has discretion in the
alloca tion of funds.

USE OF VEHICLES BY DEPARTMENT OF SPORT AND
RECREATION
(Question No. 353)

Mr BROWN (Gippsland West) asked the Minister for Sport and Recreation:
In respect of motor vehicles operated by each department, agency or authority within his administration, how
many travelled on either the South Gippsland or Bass Highway, or both, on Saturday, I June 1985, indicating(a) the registration number of each vehicle; (b) how many officers travelled in each vehicle; and (c) the purpose
of the trip in each case?

Mr TREZISE (Minister for Sport and Recreation)-The answer is:
An investigation of the records maintained of vehicle allocation and bookings show that no vehicle operated
by any department, agency or authority within my administration, travelled on either the South Gippsland or
Bass Highway, or both, on Saturday, I June 1985.
No investigation was conducted where the vehicles are permanently allocated to officers because of the nature
of their duties and where a central record is not kept of vehicle trips, as the nature of the question does notjustify
this course of action.

PUBLICATIONS OF EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
(Question No. 365)

Mr BROWN (Gippsland West) asked the Minister for Education:
I. What is the name of each book, brochure, pamphlet or publication produced by each department, agency
or authority within his administration in the three-year period ended March 1985?
2. What was the approximate date of publication of each book, brochure, pamphlet or publication?

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Education)-The answer is:
The time and resources necessary to answer this question cannot be justified.
However, copies of the major Education Department publications, may be purchased from the Victorian
Government Bookshop, 41 St Andrews Place, East Melbourne. The education shop, presently located on the first
floor, 234 Queensberry Street, Carlton, also contains copies of these materials and other materials, including
Curriculum Branch materials available for purchase and other materials available free, from the Curriculum
Branch.

PUBLICATIONS OF DEPARTMENT OF SPORT AND
RECREATION
(Question No. 376)

Mr BROWN (Gippsland West)-asked the Minister for Sport and Recreation:
I. What is the name of each book, brochure, pamphlet or publication produced by each department, agency
or authority within his administration in the three-year period ended 2 March 1985?
2. What was the approximate date of publication of each book, brochure, pamphlet or publication?

Mr TREZISE (Minister for Sport and Recreation)-The answer is:
The time and resources necessary to answer this question cannot be justified. However, the information may
be gained from available reference material.
The department's annual report contains a list of major publications produced during the year.
A list of publications produced by the department may be obtained from the Information Services Section,
23rd Floor, Marland House, 570 Bourke Street. Melbourne.
Copies of the department's publications are available for inspection in the library on the 24th Floor, Marland
House 570 Bourke Street, Melbourne.
Publications of the Totalizator Agency Board, the Harness Racing Board and the Greyhound Racing Control
Board may be obtained from the Racing Industry Centre, 1 Queens Road, Melbourne.
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PROPERTY OWNED OR LEASED BY EDUCATION
DEPARTMENT
(Question No. 4(0)

Mr GUDE (Hawthorn) asked the Minister for Education:
In respect of departments. agencies or authorities within his administration:
I. Which buildings are-(a) owned by such bodies; and (b) leased, indicating in respect of those leased the
name of the lessor. the length of the lease, the cost and the use being made of each building?
2. What land is-(a) owned by such bodies; and (b) leased, indicating in respect ofland leased the name of the
lessor. the length of the lease. the cost and use of such land?

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Education)-The answer is:
The time. cost and resources necessary to prepare an answer to this question cannot be justified.
However, I should be happy to give consideration to any request made by the honourable member about a
specific matter.

PROPERTY OWNED OR LEASED BY DEPARTMENT OF SPORT
AND RECREATION
(Question No. 410)

Mr GUDE (Hawthorn) asked the Minister for Sport and Recreation:
In respect of departments, agencies or authorities within his administration:
I. Which buildings are-(a) owned by such bodies; and (b) leased, indicating in respect of those leased the
name of the lessor. the length of the lease. the cost and the use being made of each building?
2. What land is-(a) owned by such bodies; and (b) leased, indicating in respect ofland leased the name of the
lessor. the length of the lease. the cost and use of such land?

Mr TREZISE (Minister for Sport and Recreation)-The answer is:
I (a) The Totalizator Agency Board owns the head office building at I Queens Road, four residences which
are used by country regional staff and eleven offices situated throughout Victoria.
(b)

The Department of Property and Services holds the leases for the following departmental offices:
(i) 23rd and 24th Roor, Marland House, 570 Bourke Street. Melbourne;
(ii) 7th Roor, 140 Queen Street. Melbourne;
(iii) 80 High Street, Berwick;
(iv) 1st Roor, National Mutual Building, corner Ovens and Reid streets, Wangaratta;
(v) State Public Offices. 81 Buckley Street, Morwell;
(vi) 3rd Roor, Public Offices. corner Fenwick and Lt. Malop streets, Geelong;
(vii) State Public Offices. 214 Koroit Street, Warrnambool;
(viii) State Government Offices, corner Mair and Doveton streets. Ballarat;
(ix) 37 View Street, Bendigo;
(x) Public Offices. McCallum Street, Swan Hill.

The Education Department holds the leases for the following departmental offices:
(i) Ardoch Education Village, Rat 43, 226 Dandenong Road, St. Kilda;
(ii) 1st Floor, 39 Ringwood ~areet, Ringwood;
(iii) 1st Roor, 296 Wyndham Street, Shepparton;
(iv) Main Street. Bairnsdale;
(v) Regional Education Centre, 26 McLachlan Street, Horsham.
The following departmental recreation camps are situated on Crown lands:
Mt Evelyn
Anglesea
Bacchus Marsh
Manyung
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The department's camps at Howman's Gap is leased from the State Electricity Commission. The release of the
details ofthe lease would jeopardize further lease negotiations.
The Totalizator Agency Board leases 384 buildings which are all used as cash offices. Release of the details of
these leases would jeopardize further negotiations.
The Harness Racing Board and the Greyhound Racing Control Board lease office space from the TAB at the
Racing Industry Centre, 1 Queens Road, Melbourne. The term of the lease is monthly tenancy. The release of
other details of the leases would jeopardize further lease negotiations.
(a)

The Harness Racing Board owns approximately 86 hectares of land at Keysborough.

(b) By virtue of a licence agreement with the Moone Valley Racing Club, the Harness Racing Board has the
use of land at Moonee Ponds subject to the terms and conditions of the licence agreement for the purpose of
conducting harness racing meetings, trials and training. The term of the agreement is 40 years and cost depends
on attendance levels.

PROPERTY OWNED OR LEASED BY DEPARTMENT OF
CONSERVATION, FORESTS AND LANDS
(Question No. 413)

Mr GUDE (Hawthorn) asked the Minister for Education, for the Minister for
Conservation, Forests and Lands:
In respect of departments, agencies or authorities within her administration:
1. Which buildings are-(a) owned by such bodies; and (b) leased, indicating in respect of those leased the
name ofthe lessor, the length of the lease, the cost and the use being made of each building?
2. What land is-(a) owned by such bodies; and (b) leased, indicating in respect ofland leased the name of the
lessor. the length of the lease, the cost and use of such land?

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Education)-The answer supplied by the Minister for
Conservation, Forests and Lands is:
1. There are no buildings or land owned by agencies or authorities within my administration.
2. There is no significant building or land leased by agencies or authorities within my administration. From
time to time it may be necessary to lease small areas of private land for temporary works depots, but these
occasions are not frequent. The department also leases small sites for fire towers, radio transmitters and so on,
and details have already been supplied to the honourable member in accordance with the Freedom ofInformation
Act.

UNOFFICIAL CASH PAYMENTS TO COUNCIL EMPLOYEES
(Question No. 425)

Mr COOPER (Mornington) asked the Minister for Local Government:
1. Whether he is aware that outdoor staff employees ofthe City of Broadmeadows are receiving unofficial cash
payments of$8 from the council to subsidize their employee contributions to their superannuation fund?

2. Whether he is aware that this payment by the council to each outdoor staff employee is being made on a tax
free basis?
3. Whether he is aware that such arrangements are a serious breach of the accord and a serious breach of the
Commonwealth Income Tax Assessment Acts?
4. Whether he will undertake to investigate this matter and order an inquiry into-(a) whether the council has
legal authority to make such payments; and (b) whether such payments constitute an infringement of the above
Acts?
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Mr SIMMONDS (Minister for Local Govemment)-The answer is:
The Town Clerk of the City of Broadmeadows has advised me as follows:
I. The payments were official, bei ng the outcome of a council resol ution.
2. Superannuation contributions made by council on behalf of employees have no effect on taxation structure.
3. The decision of council was made on 8 February 1982, prior to the introduction of the accord.
4. Council believes it has not acted in contravention of any Acts.

GOVERNMENT FUNDING TO VARIOUS GROUPS
(Question No. 440)

Mr DICKINSON (South Barwon) asked the Treasurer.
I. In respect of financial year 1984-85 what was the level of State Government funding to the following
groups:-(a) Radio 3CR; (b) Congress for International Co-operation and Disarmament; (c) Pacific People's
Support Group; (cl) Latin-America Information Centre; (e) Latrobe Valley Art Resource Collective; (j) Italian
Communist organization FILEF; (g) Victorian Association of Peace Studies; (h) Pax Christi Resource Centre;
(i) Gay Publications Collective; (j) Correct Line Graphics; (k) Friends of the Earth; and (I) Young Women's
Housing Collective?
2. Whether it is intended that the above groups will receive further funding in the 1985-86 Budget allocations,
if so, what amounts are to be made available to these groups?

Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-The answer is:
As the organizations in question may be funded through a number of different programs and Ministries, I do
not have the information required to answer the question. A direct request to each Ministry would be necessary
to determine to actual level of funding in 1984-85 and the Estimates for 1985-86.

STAFFING LEVELS WITHIN MINISTRY OF HOUSING
(Question No. 442)

Mr BROWN (Gippsland West) asked the Minister for Housing:
What are the staffing levels of each department, agency or authority within his administration giving a
breakdown for each section within each organization and giving the numbers as at 30 June in each financial year
from 1980-81 to 1984-85, inclusive?

Mr WILKES (Minister for Housing)-The answer is:
30 June 1981: The Housing Commission employed 1179 staff. Unfortunately, a breakdown of the figures into
sections within the commission is unavailable as details were required by region only.
Urban Land Authority-8 staff were employed as at 30 June 1981.
30 June 1982: Housing Commission

Section

Staffing Level

Estate Management

612

Development and Property

321

Management Services

190

Home Finance

62

Solicitor's Office

9

Miscellaneous

13
Total

1207

Urban Land Authority

8

Government Employee Housing Authority

8
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Ministry of Housing
30.6.83

30.6.84

30.6.85

Housing Services

694·5

764

791

Development and Property

365

392

395

Management Services

249

283

279

57

64

62

Legal and Registry
Miscellaneous

8

23

1376·5

1511

1550

Urban Land Authority

10

11

11

Government Employee Housing Authority

12

12

10

Session 1985-42

11
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

The following answers to questions on notice were circulated-

LOANS TO MINISTRY FOR THE ARTS
(Question No. 90)

Mr BROWN (Gippsland West) asked the Minister for the Arts:
In respect of all moneys borrowed by ~ach department, agency and authority within his administration in the
three-year period ended 2 March 1985:
1. How many loans were transacted over this period, indicating the date each loan was formalized and the
amount of money borrowed as a result of each loan?
2. What are the details of the loan repayments, including the rate of interest payable and whether there is an
escalation clause for the interest rate payable?
3. From whom each loan was borrowed and what are the details regarding each individual or organization
approached to provide fi~ance, indicating the terms offered?
4. What was the total amount of loans outstanding against each body as at 2 March 1982 and 2 March 1985,
respecti vely?
5. What are the full details of each offer to provide finance which was made to each body during this period?
6. Whether he will provide any other information required in order to enable the public to establish the full
extent and cost of such borrowings over the above period?

Mr MATHEWS (Minister for the Arts)-The answer is:
The information requested is far too detailed, and it is considered that the use of the time and resources
necessary to provide an answer could not be justified.
Furthermore, disclosure of the information requested would jeopardize the commercial position of the
Government and the companies with which it has dealings.

LATROBETERRACEBRIDGE
(Question No. 141)

Mr DICKINSON (South Barwon) asked the Minister for Transport:
1. What consideration was given when designing the Latrobe Terrace Bridge to site it at a different location in
order to avoid the building of the current unsightly ramp and approach near the Barwon Valley Community
Centre?
2. Whether an alternative suggestion has been put to the Road Construction Authority by the Geelong
Regional Commission to locate the bridge crossing at the end of Swanston Street; ifso, what is the cost benefit of
such a proposal?

Mr ROPER (Minister for Transport)-The answer is:
1. A large number of alternatives for the Barwon River crossing were examined and published in a summary
report dated March 1980. This public document was commented on by the relevant councils, public authorities,
and members of the public prior to adoption of the present location for the crossing. The decision to adopt the
present iocation was made in January 1981.
The present location was that favoured in the summary report and includes the landscaping of the bridge
approaches.
2. One of the alternatives considered in the summary report was a bridge crossing at the end of Swanston
Street. This alternative was not proposed by the Geelong Regional Commission and was not costed as it was not
an acceptable solution from an over-all traffic point of view.
The various aspects of the alternative proposals were compared in the summary report.
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ARCHITECTS EMPLOYED BY DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE AND RURAL AFFAIRS
(Question No. 177)

Mr GUDE (Hawthorn) asked the Treasurer, for the Minister for Agriculture and Rural
Affairs:
How many qualified architects were employed within the departments and agencies now under his control in
the years 1982-1984, inclusive, and in 1985 as at 16 April?

Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-The answer suplied by the Minister for Agriculture and Rural
Affairs is:
None.

SALE AND LEASE-BACK TRANSACTIONS OF MINISTRY FOR
THE ARTS
(Question No. 2(0)

Mr STOCKDALE (Brighton) asked the Minister for the Arts:
I. Whether any department. agency or authority within his administration, or any predecessor to such bodies,
has sold or leased back any assets since 3 April 1982; if so, which bodies?
2. In respect of each such sale and lease-back transaction-(a) which body was involved; (b) what was the
nature ofthe asset concerned; (c) what was the money consideration for the sale; (d) what proportion of the asset
has been leased back; (e) what are the names and address ofthe companies or individuals who are not the owners
of the assets concerned; and (f ) what is the expiry date of the current lease?
3. In respect of each such sale and lease-back transaction, whether the proceeds of sale have been retained by
the body concerned?
4. How the proceeds of such sale have been applied?
5. In respect of each such sale and lease-back transaction, what has been the effective rate of interest under the
lease-back arrangement and, if the lease has been arranged on a floating rate or other variable rate basis, what has
been the range of effective interest rates?

Mr MATHEWS (Minister for the Arts)-The answer is:
The information requested by the honourable member is too detailed and the use of the time and resources
necessary to provide an answer could not be justified. Furthermore, much of the information requested is of a
confidential nature, and its disclosure would jeopardize the commercial position of the Government and the
companies with which it has dealings.

COMMONWEALTH DUTY ON VEHICLE FUEL
(Question No. 334)

Mr DELZOPPO (Narracan) asked the Minister for Transport:
What percentage of the duty paid by Victorian motorists on motor spirit and diesel fuel, respectively, to the
Commonwealth Government is returned to be spent on Victorian roads?

Mr ROPER (Minister for Transport)-The answer is:
Victorian roads users and VjLine are paying the Commonwealth 31 cents from the price of each litT! of
petrol-crude oil levy 21·2 cents per litre; fuel excise 7·5 cents per litre; Australian Bicentennial Road Development
Fund levy 2·3 cents per litre.
Less than 18 per cent of the $7·150 million per annum collected by the Commonwealth in fuel taxes and
charges (crude oil levy, fuel excise, ABRD levy) is returned to the States in road funds. Considering only the fuel
excise portion ($1·750 million), Victorian motorists contribute $443 million or 26 per cent of which only $160
million or 19·8 per cent of the total allocated to the States is returned to Victoria in road funds. Victoria is
therefore reimbursed less than 14 cents for every $1 it contributes to the Commonwealth in total fuel taxes and
charges.
Despite the above and a reduction in the Federal Government's contribution for road construction, maintenance
and road safety, State funding has been increased by $39 million this financial year. This includes $25 million
specially provided by the State Government to maintain last year's funding level in real terms and to boost road
programs.
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In addition, this action will safeguard up to 600 jobs in the municipalities and private road contractor industry
which would have been lost if the State had not corrected the Federal shortfall.

USE OF VEHICLES BY MINISTRY FOR THE ARTS
(Question No. 345)

Mr BROWN (Gippsland West) asked the Minister for the Arts:
In respect of motor vehicles operated by each department, agency or authority within his administration, how
many travelled on either the South Gippsland or Bass Highway, or both, on Saturday, I June 1985, indicating(a) the registration number of each vehicle; (b) how many officers travelled in each vehicle; and (c) the purpose
of the trip in each case?

Mr MATHEWS (Minister for the Arts)-The answer is:
No vehicles operated by departments, agencies or authorities within my administration travelled on the South
Gippsland or Bass Highway on Saturday, 1 June 1985.
Accordingly, the answers to the remaining parts of the question are not applicable.
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Tuesday, 29 October 1985
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T. Edmunds) took the chair at 2.5 p.m. and read the
prayer.
QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

TRUSTEES EXECUTORS AND AGENCY CO. LTD
Mr ROSS-EDW ARDS (Leader of the National Party)-My question to the Premier
concerns the collapse in 1983 of the Trustees Executors and Agency Co. Ltd and an inquiry
set up by the Premier, in his capacity as the then Attorney-General, under Mr Beesley. I
understand that the inquiry has been completed. Will the Premier advise the House when
the results of that inquiry are likely to be made available to the unfortunate shareholders
and investors in that company?
Mr CAIN (Premier)-I shall endeavour to obtain that information from the AttorneyGeneral. My recollection is that the matter was not only subject to the examination to
which the Leader of the National Party referred but also the subject of an inquiry by the
Corporate Affairs Office. As I understand it, certain recommendations have been made
and implemented in regard to the management and conduct of companies, following those
examinations, but I shall obtain a full statement from the Attorney-General on what has
occurred and will advise the honourable member in due course.

HOW-TO-VOTE CARDS IN NUNA WADING BY-ELECTION
Mr KENNETT (Leader of the Opposition)-I refer the Premier to the fact that, on
sixteen occasions in the past nine sitting days, he has failed to give frank or direct answers
to questions regarding the Labor Party's bogus nuclear disarmament card in the
Nunawading by-election. Was the Premier aware of this card before polling day on 17
August-"Yes" or "No"?
Mr CAIN (Premier)-I have answered this question on a number of occasions. As the
Leader of the Opposition ought to be aware by now, some seven complaints, I understand,
have been received from four electorates and are currently being examined by the Chief
Electoral Officer. The matter is in his hands. I am told that a complaint was made in
respect of this matter on the Monday following the election. An investigation is being
conducted, and that is where the matter rests.

APARTHEID SYSTEM IN SOUTH AFRICA
Mr POPE (Monbulk)-In view of the Federal Governmenfs announcement concerning
a national policy towards South Africa, can the Premier inform the House whether any
action is proposed by this State to back up the Federal Government's opposition to
apartheid?
Mr CAIN (Premier)-In August of this year the Minister for Foreign Affairs announced
a number of sanctions against South Africa and the Federal Government announced a
number of specific trade restrictions on South Africa. The Victorian Government has
decided to implement a number of sanctions against South Africa aimed at supporting the
recent initiatives taken by the Federal Government. In particular, no Victorian assistance
will be given to promote exports to South Africa. Further, no assistance will be made
available through the Export Pre-shipment Finance Scheme in support of exports to South
Africa by Victorian based companies with a majority of South African ownership.
Mr Austin interjected.
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Mr CAIN-If the honourable member is an expert, he should say later what he wants
to say.
They say the honourable member has been there, but I do not know whether or not he
has.
An Honourable Member-A couple of times.
Mr CAIN-A couple of times. The honourable member should be an expert then. He
should give us the benefit of his advice. I hope the honourable member will be supporting
what we are saying, too.
Guidelines will be issued to the State Tender Board prohibiting majority owned South
African companies from suppl) ing goods and services through the Victorian Government
tenders or to and for Victorian Government tenders and contracts. I call on all Victorian
companies with operations in South Africa to follow the Government's lead. I hope the
Opposition will follow the Government's lead on this issue.
It is of some consequence that support has been given to the sanctions against South
Africa by Australia's nominee to the international committee, looking into the South
African question, Mr Malcolm Fraser, to whom reference was made on the other side. To
his credit, Mr Fraser has maintained a consistent line and is opposed to the racist apartheid
regime in South Africa. It is regretted that the same cannot be said for his colleagues in the
Liberal Party.

I again call on the Leader of the Opposition and the Leader of the National Party to
state where they stand with respect to the Victorian Government's clearly enunciated
policies in respect of South Africa. I understand why, perhaps, the Leader of the Opposition
has not expressed a point of view. The people of this State ought to know whether the
Leader of the Opposition and the Leader of the National Party stand on the side of
Malcolm Fraser or on the side of John Howard. They should state where they stand. The
Federal Opposition is apparently divided on the issue and the Leaders should make their
position clear.
Mr Fraser's appointment affords an opportunity for this State and the political parties
in this State to take a bipartisan approach to this very important issue. I regret that
members of the Opposition seem to find South Africa a matter of humour.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr CAIN-That is the attitude that seems to come across. I hope they do not regard
that sort of approach as reflecting the responses and attitudes of the people of this State on
the issue. I again call for support from the Liberal Party and the National Party on this
issue and for them to endorse Mr Fraser's appointment and the economic sanctions of
this Government which I have advised as of today.

FORMER MEMBER FOR SANDRINGHAM
Mr JASPER (Murray Valley)-I direct a question to the Premier. I refer to the charging
of the former member for Sandringham, Mr Graham Ihlein, who is now Ministerial
adviser to the Minister for Agriculture and Rural Affairs, with the illegal selling of liquor
from his Parliamentary office at Bluff Road, Sandringham, prior to the elections.
The SPEAKER-Order! To which Minister is the question directed?
Mr JASPER-To the Premier. Can the Premier confirm that all the charges for this
illegal act have been dropped and provide the House with detailed reasons why these
charges were dropped when it was obvious that a Parliamentary office was being used for
sly grogging?
The SPEAKER-Order! The administration of the Parliamentary office of members of
Parliament actually falls within the province of the Presiding Officers of the Parliament. I
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certainly do not see the remotest connection between the Premier and the question asked
by the honourable member. If the honourable member wishes to pursue the matter, he
can either rephrase the question or see me in my suite later.
Mr JASPER-I redirect my question to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services,
who should be able to advise the House whether all the charges against Mr Graham Ihlein
have been dropped and provide the House with the reasons why they have been dropped
when there was obviously illegal selling of grog from a Parliamentary office.
The SPEAKER-Order! The latter part of the question is the opinion of the honourable
member for Murray Valley and is not in order.
Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and Emergency Services)-I am not aware of the
matters that the honourable member mentions, nor of their outcome.

SUNRAYSIA DISTRICT
Mr STIRLING (Williamstown)-Is the Minister for Industry, Technology and
Resources aware of the difficult economic circumstances that exist in the Sunraysia region;
and, if so, what plans does the Government have to assist in that area?
Mr FORDHAM (Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources)-I am sorry that
the honourable members representing the Sunraysia district are not present for this
exposition, but I wish them well. I understand, with the Royal couple visiting the region,
they are otherwise disposed this afternoon.
I am aware of the economic pressures that have faced the Sunraysia region over recent
times. What was the dominant dry vine fruit industry has been forced into very significant
adjustments following difficulties principally concerned with the European Economic
Community over a long period.
The resultant economic problems within that area have caused considerable flow-on
difficulties, not only for the farmers but also for the entire community in the Sunraysia
area.
I am pleased that, in response to those difficulties, a number of individual farmers and
entrepreneurs within that district have identified what I believe to be a promising export
potential for a range of horticultural crops, such as table grapes, citrus fruits, melons and
asparagus. It is potentially a significant investment involving both the Government and,
principally, the private sector.
Accordingly, in conjunction with the Department of Agricultural and Rural Affairs, the
Department of Industry, Technology and Resources is working to commission ACIL
Australia Pty Ltd to undertake a comprehensive study of horticultural export industries
for Sunraysia and to develop a proposed integrated horticultural strategy.
I am pleased to say that that report will be released today, and the Government is now
seeking comments on the report from the horticultural industry.
I believe the recommendations and proposals arising from the report are worthy of
serious consideration by industry and the entire community within the Sunraysia area, as
well as the Government.
One of the recommendations of the report is the establishment of a Sunraysia export
development committee, with a wide-ranging brief to foster co-ordination, planning and
market development within the region; and I hope that recommendation in particular will
recei ve a very recepti ve ear.
Of course, there will be a need for the establishment of a data base to provide much
better information on the present industries and the potential of that region, particularly
on the export front; similarly more research and development effort is needed; and that
will need to be overviewed by the Sunraysia export development committee.
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This is a very exciting potential for that part of Victoria, and one with which the
Government is pleased to be associated.

NUNA WADING BY-ELECTION
Mr LIEBERMAN (Benambra)-I refer the Minister for Police and Emergency Services
to the 23 October edition of the Knox Standard newspaper, which the Minister flaunted at
me last Thursday. I ask the honourable gentleman whether he will now apolo~ze to the
House for dishonestly claiming a link between the Liberal Party and the Mountain District
Cattlemen's Association and for distorting the covera$e pubbshed in the Knox Standard
newspaper as part of his attempt to prejudge police inquiries into the Nunawading situation.
The SPEAKER-Order! The Minister can ignore the latter part of the question, as it is
the opinion of the honourable member.
Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and Emergency Services)-I am astonished that
the honourable member for Benambra should ask me to disavow a link between the
Liberal Party and the dirty tricks campaign that was waged at the time of the Nunawading
by-election on behalf of the Liberal Party by people who had infiltrated and subverted the
Mountain District Cattlemen's AssociatIOn.
I have prejudged none of these matters. I have not sought information about Mr Miller
alias Mr Maguire from the police nor has any such information been offered to me. I do
not know whether Mr Miller alias Mr Maguire has been interviewed by the police nor do
I know what view, if any, the police have about the electoral dirty tricks in which he has
involved himself on behalf of the Liberal Party.
It is not for me to say whether Mr Miller alias Mr Maguire behaved illegally. I have not
done so and I do not do so now.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER-Order! Will the House come to order!
Mr KENNETT (Leader of the Opposition)-On a point of order, Mr Speaker, the
Minister is quoting from a document which he has had prepared and which is in front of
him. I ask him to quote the source of the document and to make it available to the House
as is customary.
The SPEAKER-Order! I am not aware that I can request the authority of the document,
but I can certainly request the Minister to make it available to the House if he is quoting
from such a document.
Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and Emergency Services)-It is not a document.
These are simply notes I have prepared in the reasonable expectation that some members
opposite will be simple-minded enough to raise the matter.
The SPEAKER-Order! There is no point of order. The Minister for Police and
Emergency Services is quoting from his notes.
Mr MATHEWS-I am aware, and it is now a matter of public record, that Mr Miller
alias Mr Maguire worked as a Ministerial adviser for the honourable member for Ripon
when that honourable member was the Minister of Agriculture.
Mr KENNETI (Leader of the Opposition)-On a point of order, Mr Speaker, I could
not help but observe that the Minister is reading from a document. I ask again that he
make the document available to the House.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER-Order! I cannot uphold the point of order. The Minister has already
advised the House that he is not reading a prepared document, he is quoting from notes.
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Mr KENNETI-He should not be quoting from anything.
The SPEAKER-Order! The Minister is in order, as is any other honourable member,
in quoting from notes either extensive or brief. The Minister for Police and Emergency
Services-on the tail end of the mountain cattlemen.
Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and Emergency Services)-It is extremely difficult
to be brief when interjections and major interruptions attempt to muzzle the answer.
I am aware that Mr Miller alias Mr Maguire was employed on behalf of the Liberal
Party as a journalist on the publication known as the Nunawading Post. I am aware that
in that capacity, as a journalist employed on behalf of the Liberal Party on this shonky
publication called the Nunawading Post, Mr Miller alias Mr Maguire wrote articles praising
the Mountain District Cattlemen's Association of Victoria and attacking the alpine national
park policies of the Australian Labor Party.
I am aware that this material purported to be factual and that there was no
acknowledgment of any connection between Mr Miller alias Mr Maguire and the Mountain
District Cattlemen's Association of Victoria. I am aware that Mr Miller alias Mr Maguire
attempted to pass himself off as a mountain cattleman outside a polling booth when, in
fact, he was a suburban journalist employed on behalf of the Liberal Party. What reason
can the honourable member for Benambra possibly have for expecting me to apologize or
withdraw?

The link is absolutely clear--we have a former Liberal Ministerial adviser, employed at
the time of the N unawading Province by-election as a journalist on behalf of the Liberal
Party, passing himself off as a moutain cattleman outside a N unawading Province polling
booth for the express purpose of misleading the electors of Nunawading Province. The
matter is closed, demonstrated, finished!

STATE BANK
Mr REMINGTON (Melbourne)-Will the Treasurer advise the House of the
outstanding performance achieved by the State Bank during the last financial year?
Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-The honourable member for Melbourne has had a long interest
in banking matters, especially in improving the performance of the State Bank. The
Government, unlike the Opposition, is concerned to increase the efficiency and effectiveness
of the State Bank. There appears to be a split within the ranks of the Liberal Partyaccording to whether a member is a "wet" or a "dry"-on whether the State Bank should
be sold off.
As honourable members would be aware, in a Freudian slip, the Leader of the Opposition
admitted on one occasion that the State Bank should be sold off. It is unclear whether that
is the official policy of the Liberal Party. However, since the Labor Party has been in
Government, it has concentrated on improving the performance of the bank so that it can
not only compete effectively with existing private banks but also so that it will be in a
strong position to compete with the foreign banks that will be established in Australia.
During 1984-85, a significant improvement occurred in the profit performance of the
State Bank. The profitability of the bank increased by some: 9 per cent bringing the profit
level to $91·1 million. It should be noted that that increase was achieved in the context of
providing some $927 million in loans for housing in this Sta1 e. At present, the State Bank
is providing 30 per cent of housing loans from major lending.nstitutions in Victoria. That
is clearly a remarkable performance.
Honourable members should also note that, during 1984-85, an increase in the value of
the assets of the bank of some $1227 million occurred increasing its assets to $8738
million. That is a large increase in the asset base of the bank.
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Under the administration of the Labor Government the State Bank has become an
innovator in financial management. The State Banking System that was introduced in
Victoria is a unique system that has attracted a lot of attention from customers, and that
is one reason why the bank is growing rapidly. The Super Safe Approved Deposit Fund
Scheme for those who have retired has also been an outstanding success.
The Government, unlike the Opposition, will continue to ensure that improvements
occur in the efficiency and effectiveness of the State Bank. The Government totally rejects
the Liberal Party policy of selling off the bank to the private sector.

ETHNIC AFFAIRS COMMISSION
Mr RICUARDSON (Forest Hill)-Will the Minister for Ethnic Affairs inform the
House why the Chairman of the Ethnic Affairs Commission, Mr Gary Sheppard, has been
dismissed?
Mr SPYKER (Minister for Ethnic Affairs)-I advise the House that the Chairman of
the Ethnic Affairs Commission, Mr Gary Sheppard, has agreed to step down from that
position. Mr Sheppard is presently on recreation leave and will be reassigned to a senior
post within the Public Service at the earliest possible opportunity. The Public Service
Board will ensure that Mr Sheppard's experience and talent is used to the fullest extent in
his reassigned position.
I publicly express my appreciation to Mr Sheppard for his dedication in working for the
commission since its establishment. It has been a challenging time for him and the
commission in developing the area of ethnic affairs. I advise the House that Mr George
Papadopoulos will be the Acting Chairman of the Ethnic Affairs Commission.

BUILDERS LABOURERS FEDERATION
Mr W. D. McGRATU (Lowan)-The Premier would be aware of a Bill aimed at the
deregistration of the Builders Labours Federation that was supported by all parties in this
Parliament and passed. Will the Premier now move to have all clauses of the Bill
proclaimed, in spite of the vote taken at the Australian Labor Party State conference?
The SPEAKER-Order! The latter part of the question is out of order.
Mr CAIN (Premier)-I should have thought that the Government's response on this
matter would have got through even to the remotest parts of the Wimmera by now!
Mr McNamara interjected.
Mr CAIN-The intentions of the Government with respect to the legislation have been
made abundantly clear, even to those in Benalla, I should have thought. The matter is
before the commission in Sydney at present, under the provisions of the Commonwealth
Government's Act. The matter will take its course and, if and when a determination is
made and the Commonwealth Government acts, this Government will act to complement
and supplement the action taken by the Commonwealth Government. We will act to
ensure that there is no capacity for the BLF to be registered under State industrial laws.
We will pursue a course that has been made very clear to ensure that the assurances we
have given-and what the electorate understands and expects of Governments-will be
so expected of this union.
In all the years in which the Liberals were in office they did not take one positive step in
this regard-not once. It is somethin~ that can and will be achieved only by Labor
Governments working with the trade unIon movement, employers and those whose support
is necessary to ensure that this occurs.
Until these Governments were elected to office, we had all sorts of blusters and threats
over many years by Liberal Governments about what they were going to do and what they
were not going to do. It all failed and fell in a heap. We now have two Governments that

Questions without Notice

29 October 1985

ASSEMBL Y

1323

are acting in concert, as such action should be taken, to ensure that a Federal union-that
is what it is-does not survive at the State level when it is deregistered. That will be done.

INTERNATIONAL SKILL OLYMPICS
Mr CULPIN (Broadmeadows)-WiIl the Minister for Employment and Industrial
Affairs advise the House of the results the Australian team obtained at the International
Skill Olympics in Osaka, especially the seven Victorian apprentices?
Mr CRABB (Minister for Employment and Industrial Affairs)-It was the second time
only that Australia entered a team in the International Skill Olympics and in our first
foray two years ago we came away without a medal.
I am pleased to inform the House that I was advised last night that the eighteen-member
Australian team won six medals-l gold, 2 silver and 3 bronze. They were competing
against the best in the world.
I am pleased that Victorians won three of the medals. Mark Smith won a silver medal
for patternmaking; Kevin Hitchins, who is with the Collingwood T AFE college, won a
bronze medal for jewellery; and Robyn Deppeler won a bronze medal for hairdressing.
Victoria's other representatives came a creditable fourth, seventh, seventh and eighth.
The apprentices were competing against the best in the world, and the results say a lot for
our young apprentices.
I am sure all honourable members would want me to congratulate all members of the
team, with a special mention to the gold medal winner, bricklaying apprentice Glenn
Brasen, despite the fact that he comes from New South Wales.

DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF EDUCATION
Mr LIEBERMAN (Benambra)-Will the Minister for Education confirm that the
Director-General of Education is being removed from his post and, ifso, why?
Mr CATHIE (Minister for Education)-The Government has been concerned over a
period to improve co-ordination within the Education Department. It is concerned to
examine the whole interface between schools and the development of curricula and between
schools and other institutions---especially those of higher education such as T AFE
institutions, Colleges of Advanced Education and universities.
The Government is increasingly concerned to develop cross accreditation and links
between schools, school systems and other areas of education. The Education Department
consists of three entirely separate parts. It has a director-general, who is responsible for
the administration of schools; Mr Ian Predl, who is responsible for the administration of
T AFE; and Dr Graham Alien, who is responsible for the administration of the Victorian
Post-Secondary Education Commission. There are no administration links between those
separate parts except through the Minister for Education.
As a result I have been holding discussions with the Victorian Public Service Board
about ways in which a more co-ordinated Ministry could be organized. Those discussions
are proceeding.

ELECTRONIC FUNDS TRANSFER SYSTEM
Mrs SETCHES (Ringwood)-Can the Minister for Consumer Affairs advise the House
on the development of protection for the community with the introduction of electronic
funds transfer systems within financial institutions?
Mr SPYKER (Minister for Consumer Affairs)-I am delighted with the question because
it shows the continued interest of the honourable member for Ringwood in consumer
affairs. She has been of assistance to me and to the electorate of Ringwood in this area.
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The electronic funds transfer system has been a serious problem for some time. Although
I am not opposed to new technology, the Ministry needs to ensure that consumers are
protected. On a number of occasions when persons have made withdrawals from their
accounts with a financial institution, the right amount of cash has not come through the
machines. Those people have no recourse to redress those problems. Problems have also
been faced by consumers who have travelled interstate and tried to withdraw funds from
their accounts, only to discover that the financial institution has not established any
mechanism in that State to deal with the transaction.
At the last State and Federal Ministers' conference it was agreed unanimously, through
the initiatives taken by Victoria, that the problem should be dealt with. The Liberal Party
and National Party States had to be dragged screaming into the twentieth century in order
to acknowled~e thIS particular problem. I am delighted that the Federal Minister Assisting
the Prime Mmister for Commonwealth-State Relations, Mr Bowen, has recognized the
problem and assisted greatly in trying to get the mechanism off the ground. At present I
am discussing the matter with the financial institutions and it is hoped that a code of
practice will be in place by February next year.
Members of the Opposition may laugh and joke about the issue, but when the Liberal
Party was in government it never considered the issue of consumer affairs and did not
care about ensuring that consumers are protected when spending their hard-earned money.
I have requested a number of financial institutions to ensure that when they receive a
grievance from a consumer the problem is dealt with adequately and properly. As I stated
earlier, a code of practice should be in place by February next year, because financial
institutions operate internationally as well as nationally and need a uniform code
throughout Australia to work to.
Failing a satisfactory result the State and Federal Minister have agreed to consider
introducing legislation to ensure that the consumers not only have the right to make the
most of new technology but also have their rights protected when they have a particular
grievance with a financial institution.

ETHNIC AFFAIRS COMMISSION
Mr RICHARDSON (Forest Hill)-The House has noted with interest the reply by the
Minister for Ethnic Affairs which was read from a prepared statement to me in answer to
an earlier question.
I shall now repeat the question: will the Minister inform the House why the Chairman
of the Ethnic Affairs Commission, Mr Gary Sheppard, was dismissed?

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER-Order! The question is in order. I call the Minister for Ethnic Affairs.
Mr SPYKER (Minister for Ethnic Affairs)-Earlier I believe I made a clear, concise
statement to the House and I have nothing further to add.

REGISTER OF SUPERANNUATION PARTICIPANTS
~dr J. F. McGRATU (Warrnambool)--Will the Treasurer advise the House whether
the State register of superannuation participants has been made available to the State
Insurance Office for the purpose of promoting additional policies supplied by that office,
and whether the register will also be made available to other Victorian sales points of
insurance at their request?

Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-I am not aware of the register to which the honourable member
refers. I shall have the matter examined and provide him with an answer.
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MOUNT BUFFALO CHALET
Dr VAUGHAN (Clayton)-Can the Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources
advise the House what action the Government is taking to upgrade and modernize the
Mount Buffalo Chalet?
Mr FORDHAM (Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources)-The Mount
Buffalo Chalet is one of the great treasures of this State. The Government is determined
to ensure that it is developed and modernized and made much more accessible and useful
to Victorians. The chalet has operated as an adjunct to the Victorian Railways since 1924.
Honourable members may not realize that at that time the promotion of tourism in
Victoria was part of the function of the railways.
Since then the promotion of tourism has been separated from the railways and made
the focus of Government activity and is now administered by the Victonan Tourism
Commission. It is appropriate in those circumstances, given the nature and role of the
chalet, that it should be administered through the commission.
It is a matter of some regret that, despite advice provided at the time, the previous
Liberal Government did not transfer responsibility for the administration of the chalet
from the Victorian Railways to the Victorian Tourism Commission. The commission
should be commended for its initiative in this regard. It has ensured that the chalet will,
in time, be refurbished to its original Edwardian grandeur. However, immediate plans are
more directly related to actual customer services. The chalet will be developed as a centre
of excellence for culinary and hospitality skills, building on its already fine reputation for
service.
Last week an allegation was made by the honourable member for Bennettswood
concerning the operation of the chalet through the commission and throu~ Victour
Properties Pty Ltd. It was suggested that there was some secrecy in the establIshment of
that company, and its role in this exercise. I direct the attention of the honourable member
to a Government statement issued in August 1984 which drew the attention of all members
of Parliament to the proposals of the Government, so it is hard to understand how its
implementation could be described as a secret decision that has only recently been put
into place.
The approach of the Government on this matter has been clear. Victour Properties Pty
Ltd already operates the Rawson Holiday Resort in the Latrobe Valley and is currently
refurbishing former Board of Works' properties at O'Shannassy and Wallaby Creek. The
concentration of these Government-owned tourist accommodation facilities within this
specialist agency, with its specific expertise, will provide improved levels of service to
Victorian consumers and, more importantly, greater access to a wider range of these
important State facilities.
The honourable member for Bennettswood went further in his ludicrous statement to
suggest that Victour Properties Pty Ltd was a means of circumventing the Australian Loan
Council regulations.
When members of the Opposition attempt to make public statements of this sort I ask
that they get their facts right. The honourable member ought to know that Victour
Properties Pty Ltd has not raised any loans on that property. He would have been smarter
ifhe had found out that information. I am sorry for the honourable member as I know he
is a new boy and has a lot to learn. Prior to 30 June 1984 there was no single restriction on
loan fund raising being put through the Loan Council.
As former Ministers of the former Liberal Government will realize, there were many
examples of Victorian Government agencies operating outside Loan Council limits in
Victoria. It is ludicrous to suggest that a new proposal is being made by the Government.
The reality is that a direction was given that from 30 June 1984 all agencies would come
within the global limits of the Loan Council. That is being done within the Victorian
Government and will continue to be done. If members of the Opposition want to go on a
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kind of fishing expedition, I ask that they get correct information before issuing wild
public statements and making fools of themselves-this I do not mind, but I do mind if
they make a fool of Parliament as a whole.
Officers of my Ministry are available to talk to honourable members who want genuine
information and facts concerning the operation of the Ministry. I believe the Mount
Buffalo Chalet is far too important to Victorians to be used in this foolish and stupid way
by the honourable member for Bennettswood.

HOW-TO-VOTE CARDS IN NUNAWADING BY-ELECTION
Mr LEIGH (Malvern)-Has the Premier instructed Mr Ken Hickey and Mr David
Withington to co-operate with police inquiries into the Labor Party's bogus nuclear
disarmament how-to-vote cards in the Nunawading by-election?
Mr CAIN (Premier)-I advised the House some days back that Ministers would indicate
to their staff the course they should adopt in that they should co-operate with police if
required in respect of this or any other matter. I hope the same occurs with the Opposition
in respect of the wide range of complaints that have been made.

CANCELLATION OF SCHEDULED CONCERT
Mrs HILL (Frankston North)-Will the Premier give details to the House of
arrangements being made by the young people who were invited to the recently cancelled
Next Wave concert?
Mr CAIN (Prem~r)-As honourable members know, the Next Wave concert, which
was to be held on Saturday, 2 November, would have been attended by the Prince and
Princess of Wales. .The concert would have given an opportunity for a large number of
young entertainers 'to perform before the Royal visitors. Unfortunately, the Australian
Theatrical and Amusement Employees Union was unable to reach agreement with Channel
HSV 7 on a number of matters, and the concert was cancelled. We have arranged through
the 150th anniversary committee for a reception to be held on Saturday, 2 November, in
lieu of the concert, from 7.30 p.m. to 10 p.m. at the Museum of Victoria. It has been
arranged for the young people and others who were invited to the original concert and
who were no doubt disappointed that it had been cancelled.
This reception will provide greater opportunities for those people to meet the Royal
couple than would have been possible had the concert gone ahead. Approximately 1200
people have been invited, including approximately 800 people from all over Victoria,
from all walks of life, including schoolchildren, Aboriginal youth, unemployed young
people, handicapped people, youth associated with the sesquicentennial and young people
involved in the Next Wave Festival, which was held during August.
I am delighted with the decision of Victoria's 150th Anniversary Board and I am sure
that those people who thought that they had missed out following the cancellation of the
concert, would also be delighted.
The State reception held last night was most successful and I thank and commend all
those connected with it. It was a wonderful occasion with a wide range of people attending
from all walks of life.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr CAIN-The Government wanted people there who may not necessarily have owned
or wanted to wear dinner suits. They were welcome whatever they wore, within reason. I
was delighted to see approximately 2600 people attending-a lot of invitees-and I was
pleased at the success of the occasion, both for the Government's guests and for those who
wanted to take part as Victorians.
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PETITION
The Clerk-I have received the following petition for presentation to Parliament.

Werribee District Hospital funding
TO THE HONOURABLE THE SPEAKER AND MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLA TIVE ASSEMBLY IN THE
PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED:
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the State of Victoria sheweth that with the population of
approximately 50000 people in the Shire ofWerribee we are very concerned that the Werribee District Hospital
is unable to provide an up to date casualty-outpatients service, X-ray department and resident medical officer
and that many patients are forced to travel many miles to other busy hospitals for medical treatment and that
many deaths could occur due to this situation.
Your petitioners therefore pray that funding be made available for these purposes as soon as possible.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Dr CoghiIl (8243 signatures)

It was ordered that the petition be laid on the table.

PAPERS
The following papers, pursuant to the directions of several Acts of Parliament, were laid
on the table by the Clerk:
Health Commission-Report for the year I 984-85-ordered to be printed.
Industry, Technology and Resources-Report of the department of the year 1984-85.
Statutory Rules under the following Acts:
County Court Act I 958-No. 332.
Dangerous Goods Act 1985-No. 330 (in lieu of statutory rule tabled on 23 October 1985 and together with
documents required by s.32 of the Interpretation of Legislation Act 1984 to accompany the Statutory RuleA.S 1563-1974 General Purpose Freight Containers (International Sizes).
A.S 1727-1975 Tank Containers (International Sizes).
A.S. 2106-1980 Determination of the Flash Point of Flammable Liquids (Closed Cup).
IP Standards for Petroleum and its Products, Part l, Methods for Analysis and Testing, Volume I, Methods
IP 1-261.
Commonwealth of Australia Gazette No. P8 (9 April 1984)-Australian Code for the Transport of Dangerous
Goods by Road and Rail.
Freedom ofInforrnation Act 1982-No. 324. Occupational Health and Safety Act 1985No. 327 (in lieu of Statutory Rule tabled on 23 October 1985 and together with document required by s. 32
ofthe Interpretation of Legislation Act 1984 to accompany the Statutory RuleA.S. 1885-1976 Australian Standard Code of Recording and Measuring Work Injury Experience.)
No. 328 (in lieu of Statutory Rule tabled on 23 October 1985 and together with documents required by s. 32
ofthe Interpretation of Legislation Act 1984 to accompany the Statutory RuleA.S. 2211-1981 Laser Safety.
A.S. 2397-1980 Guide to Safe Use of Lasers in the Construction Industry.
No. 329 (in lieu of Statutory Rule tabled on 24 October 1985 and together with a document required by s.
32 of the Interpretation of Legislation Act 1984 to accompany the Statutory RuleA.S. 1636-1984 Agriculture Wheeled Tractors-Roll-over Protective Structures Criteria and Tests.
Town and Country Planning Act 1961:
Bass-Shire of Bass Planning Scheme, Amendment No. 23.
Lake Tyers to Cape Howe Coastal Planning Scheme, Amendment No. 16.
Shepparton-City of Sheppart on Planning Scheme 1953, Amendment No. 95.
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Sherbrooke-Shire ofSherbrooke Planning Scheme 1979 (Urban Areas), Amendment Nos 22/1984,34,36.
Young Farmers' Finance Council-Report for the year 1984-85.

The following proclamations, fixing operative dates for various Acts, were laid on the
table by the Clerk, pursuant to an Order of the House dated 3 April 1985:
Metropolitan Fire Brigades Superannuation (Amendment) Act 1985-23 October I985-(Government Gazette
No. 114.23 October 1985).
Professional Boxing Control Act 1985-Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 14 and 22-23 October 1985 (Government Gazette
No. 114.23 October 1985).

APPROPtiATION MESSAGE
The SPEAKER announced the presentation of a message from His Excellency the
Lieutenant-Governor recommending that an appropriation be made from the Consolidated
Fund for the purposes of the Water Acts (Amendment) Bill.

OFFICERS OF THE HOUSE
New Appointment
The SPEAKER-Consequent upon the creation of the position of Second AssistantClerk (Resource Management), I have nominated Mrs Elke Barbian for appointment to
the position. His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor in Council has been pleased to
make the appointment and Mrs Barbian therefore will take her place at the table of this
House from time to time.

HISTORIC BUILDINGS (AMENDMENT) BILL
Mr WILKES (Minister for Housing) moved for leave to bring in a Bill to amend the
Historic Buildings Act 1981 and for other purposes.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was brought in and read a first time.

APPROPRIATION (1985-1986, No. 1) BILL
The Order of the Day for the resumption of the debate was read.
Mr FORDHAM (Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources)-I declare this
Bill to be an urgent Bill, and I move:
That this Bill be considered an urgent Bill.

Approval of the motion being put was indicated by the required number of members
rising in their places, as specified in Standing Order No. 105 (a).
The House divided on the motion (the Hon. C. T. Edmunds in the chair).
Ayes
46
Noes
35
Majority for motion
AYES
Mr Andrianopoulos
MrCain
Miss Callister
MrCathie

11
NOES
Mr Austin
MrBrown
MrColeman
MrCooper

Appropriation (1985-86, No. 1) Bill
AYES
OrCoghill
MrCrabb
MrCulpin
Mr Cunningham
Mr Ernst
Mr Fogarty
Mr Fordham
MrGavin
Mrs Gleeson
Mr Harrowfield
Mrs Hill
Mr Hill
Mrs Hirsh
Mr Hockley
Mr Jolly
Mr Kennedy
MrKirkwood
Mr McCutcheon
MrMcOonald
Mr Mathews
Mr Micallef
MrPope
Mrs Ray
Mr Remington
Mr Roper
MrRowe
Mr Seitz
Mrs Setches
MrSheehan
Mr Sidiropoulos
MrSimmonds
MrSimpson
MrSpyker
MrStirling
Mrs Toner
MrTrezise
Or Vaughan
MrWalsh
MrWilkes
Mrs Wilson
Tellers
MrNorris
Mr Shell
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NOES
MrCrozier
MrDelzoppo
Mr Oickinson
MrEvans
(Ballarat North)
Mr Evans
(Gippsland East)
MrGude
Mr Heffernan
Mr Jasper
MrJohn
Mr Kennett
MrLeigh
Mr McGrath
(Warrnabool)
MrMcNamara
Mr Maclellan
Mr Perrin
Mr Pescott
MrPlowman
MrRamsay
Mr Reynolds
Mr Richardson
Mr Ross-Edwards
MrSmith
(Glen Waverley)
MrSmith
(Polwarth)
Mr Steggall
Mr Stockdale
MrTanner
MrWallace
Or Wells
MrWilliams
Tellers
MrLea
MrWeideman

Mr FORDHAM (Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources)-I move:
That the time allotted for the remaining stages of the Bill be until 6.30 p.m. this day.

For the edification of honourable members, I advise that up to this point the Appropriation
Bill has been debated for some 22 hours 18 minutes, and there have been some 43 speakers
during the second-reading stage. The additional approximately three and a half hours
being added now until 6.30 p.m. will bring the time for debate on the Appropriation Bill
to about 26 hours, which was roughly the time allowed for debate on the Bill last year.
I assure honourable members, who, like me, have followed this Bill and its debate with
bated breath for the whole of those 22 hours, that there was more than a touch of repetition
creeping in on the Opposition side of the debate. The only repetition on the Government
side of the House was repeated support for the Treasurer's initiatives as demonstrated in
the Bill.
However, the Government believes there is more than sufficient time for debate on this
measure. It believes honourable members need to get the Bill up to and through the

1330

ASSEMBLY

29 October 1985

Appropriation (1985-86, No. 1) Bill

Legislative Council so that those measures contained in the Bill can be enacted for the
benefit of all Victorians.

Mr KENNETI (Leader of the Opposition)-This is an absurd motion moved by the
Deputy Premier, who is simply not prepared, now that the second-reading debate on the
Bill has been completed in this House, to have the Budget examined in an itemized way
by members of the Opposition and, potentially, even some members of the Government
party-if they have any whitfofindependence-who want to make representations relating
to particular lines in the Budget.
When considering the question of time for the remaining stages of the Bill, a couple of
points are worth makin~. This is perhaps the major Bill of the Parliamentary session. It
accounts for $8400 millIon. The Deputy Premier failed to directly inform the House that
the Bill is not, as it was in the olden days, in two forms; it is in one form, and represents
the works and services appropriations along with the normal appropriation.
Honourable members were prevented from discussing the Budget to their satisfaction
last year. Honourable members on this side of the House recognize that. The fact that the
Government gagged the Budget debate last year does not give it the right to gag it again
this year and rely on the occurrences of last year simpl}' because it denied debate. Other
factors should be taken into account; the Budget is different this year: for example, the
number of honourable members in this place has increased from 81 to 88 members. That
was done because the Government decided to have a redistribution. It believed the people
needed to be better represented and, to that end, the Government was prepared to spend
more money in appointing another seven members of Parliament in this place.
The Government is prohibiting members on this side of the House and also members
of the Government party from exercising their rightful responsibility to address themselves
to matters of importance on the proposed legislation.
A period of22 hours is not long, if honourable members are talking about $8400 million.
The House deserves the opportunity-given that the Bill is the combination of what
would normally be two pieces of proposed legislation, plus the fact that there are now
more members of Parliament in this House-ensuring that the Bill is able to be debated,
line by line, by those honourable members wishing to have that opportunity.
I am not suggesting for a moment that all honourable members on this side of the House
will want to speak on every line, but I know that some categories are diverse, on which
many honourable members would like to speak, such as those relating to agriculture, law
and order, transport, health and education matters.

It is all right for the honourable member for Cobuf$ to continually interject, like the
little elf that he is, in an unparliamentary way. I put It to you, Mr Speaker, that if the
honourable member for Coburg does not wish to represent his constituents, as he has not
done since he has been in this place, there are members on this side of the House who
genuinely wish to have the opportunity of referring to certain sections in the Appropriation
Bill on behalf of their constituents.
I would hate to think that this Parliament will gag honourable members of their rightful
responsibility to address themselves to sections of the Budget as they see fit.

The Government can be assured that if it guillotines debate in this Chamber, it will
certainly not restrict debate in another place. If the Leader of the House wants to avoid
obstruction, as he called it, when the Opposition demands the right to speak; if he wants
to deny members of the Opposition the right to speak, he must then accept the responsibility
that if members in the other place wish to speak about the Bill, they will do so.
Members of the Opposition do not necessarily wish to speak on every line of the Bill.
However, they should be given sufficient time to address specifics if they wish to, and they
should be given the opportunity of doing the job that they were elected to do. If the
Government denies them that right,. I assure members of the Government that my
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colleagues in another place will take the time they believe necessary to ensure that certain
matters are raised.
Mr ROSS-EDW ARDS (Leader of the National Party)-I join with the Leader of the
Opposition in opposing the motion moved by the Leader of the House that the debate on
the Bill should continue only to 6.30 p.m. The program-by-program debate of the Budget
should be the most important part of the debate as honourable members get down to
specifics. I am the first to agree that the habit which has grown up where all honourable
members can speak for 30 minutes during the second-reading stage is the worst thing that
has happened to Parliament. Some of the statements made in 30 minutes could have been
better said in 10 minutes. However, two wrongs do not make a right.
The fact that the second-reading stage of the Bill was a mess does not mean that
honourable members should not have the opportunity of intelligently discussing the
various programs. I forecast that the Committee will touch on only 10 per cent of the
programs in the Bill and that the other 90 per cent will not be debated at all. That is an
extremely sad state of affairs.
If the Government intends to guillotine the debate in future, it had better get its balance
more evenly adjusted. Less time should be allotted for the general debate-the secondreading stage-and more time should be given to debating individual items. I appeal to
the Leader of the House to add at least 2 hours to the time allotted. Let the House sit for 2
further hours! Country members have come a long way for the sitting of Parliament, and
when this House sits late, members of the National Party will accommodate the
Government.
The House divided on the motion (the Hon. C. T. Edmunds in the chair).
Ayes
46
Noes
38
Majority for motion
AYES
Mr Andrianopoulos
MrCain
Miss Callister
MrCathie
DrCoghill
MrCrabb
MrCulpin
Mr Ernst
Mr Fogarty
MrFordham
MrGavin
Mr Harrowfield
Mrs Hill
Mr Hill
Mrs Hirsh
Mr Hockley
Mr Jolly
Mr Kennedy
MrKirkwood
Mr McCutcheon
Mr McDonald
Mr Mathews
Mr Micallef
MrNorris
MrPope
Mrs Ray
Mr Remington
Mr Roper
MrRowe
Mr Seitz

8
NOES
Mr Austin
Mr Brown
MrColeman
MrCooper
MrCrozier
MrDelzoppo
Mr Dickinson
MrEvans
(Ballarat North)
MrEvans
(Gippsland East)
MrGude
Mr Heffernan
Mr Jasper
Mr John
Mr Kennett
MrLea
MrLeigh
Mr Lieberman
MrMcGrath
(Lowan)
MrMcNamara
Mr Maclellan
Mr Perrin
Mr Pescott
MrPlowman
Mr Ramsay
MrReynolds
Mr Richardson
Mr Ross-Edwards
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AYES
Mrs Setches
MrSheehan
MrShell
Mr Sidiropoulos
MrSimmonds
MrSimpson
MrSpyker
MrStirling
Mrs Toner
MrTrezise
Dr Vaughan
MrWalsh
MrWilkes
Mrs Wilson
Tellers:
Mr Cunningham
MrsGleeson

Appropriation (1985-86, No. 1) Bill
NOES
Ms Sibree
MrSmith
(G/en Waver/ey)
MrSmith
(Po/warth)
MrSteggall
Mr Stockdale
MrTanner
MrWallace
MrWeideman
MrWilliams
Tellers:
MrMcGrath
(Warrnamboo/)
DrWells

The House went into Committee for the further consideration of this Bill.
Clauses 1 to 3 were agreed to.
Clause 4
The CIIAIRMAN (Mr Fogarty)-Order! I shall comment on the scope of the debate
during the Committee stage of the Bill. For the guidance of honourable members I indicate
that debate on clause 4 will take the following form: each program shown on the table
commencing on page 9 of the Bill shall be called and honourable members wishing to
speak should confine their remarks to these items of expenditure listed under the program
then being considered.
Mr TANNER (Caulfield)-Under Program No. 103 is item 2502, expenses of Select
Committees. Honourable members will note that expenses of committees that come under
the jurisdiction of the Legislative Council will be reduced by more than 50 per cent. It is
proposed that only $42 500 will be available for the expenses of those Select Committees
for 1985-86. Honourable members may also recall the brave words of the Government
when it first came to office in 1982 and created the present committees of Parliament. As
a result of that reorganization, Parliament now has the Economic and Budget Review
Committee, the Natural Resources and Environment Committee, the Public Bodies Review
Committee, the Social Development Committee and the Legal and Constitutional
Committee.
When the former committees of Parliament were disbanded and the new committees
formed, honourable members were told that Parliament would be able to use the
committees as a wonderful resource, that they would be able to gain much benefit from
the committees and that the Government would ensure that the committees were properly
serviced. Four years later we now find the Government more than halving the amount of
money that will be made available for the expenses of those committees. Honourable
members deserve an explanation from the Government on why the Government is
proposing to halve the expenses of the committees under the jurisdiction of the Legislative
Council.
Why is the Government proposing that the committees shall spend only $42 500?
Parliament, which has been fed a tissue of statements from the Government in earlier
days indicating why Parliament would operate better if these comlnittees were established,
without forewarning and justification is now told that the Government is proposing to
reduce drastically the expenses of committees. I call upon the Minister at the table or any
other Minister of the Government to respond and provide justification for the reduction
of expenses available to those committees in the coming financial year.
Ms SIBREE (Kew)-Back-bench members of Parliament play a vital role in the
deliberations of Parliament by serving on Parliamentary committees. The honourable
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member for Caul field has expressed his concern about the financing of Parliamentary
committees under the present Budget; I also express my concern about the cavalier way in
which the budgets of these Parliamentary committees have been set. In some cases,
Parliamentary committee budgets have increased, and I instance the Economic and Budget
Review Committee. However, other Parliamentary committees are dealing with several
complex references also. For example, several Bills have been referred by Ministers to the
Social Development Committee, as they were considered to be too difficult for Parliament
to undertake without those reviews being carried out.
It is ludicrous that the methodology required to obtain finance for the committees to
operate effectively is truncated and defies all logic. Matters are referred to committees by
Ministers without anyone working out how much a reference will cost and what resources
the committee may need for that reference to meet the time requirements set either by the
Minister or by Parliament. I know that Government back-benchers will join me in
expressing concern at how committees are being dealt with.

Parliamentary committees are a vital area where all parties get together to discuss
matters of mutual concern yet, time and again, these committees have to scrounge for
funds and staff. They are trying to meet impossible deadlines without sufficient staff.
When support is obtained from a department, it is often given in a strange, off-hand way.
There are then problems of turning to the Effectiveness Review Committee of the
Department of Management and Budget to obtain approval to employ consultants that
are necessary for a committee to undertake a proper, independent study of an issue for
and on behalf of Parliament.
Parliament should be examining carefully how the Government 'allocates funds to
Parliamentary committees. At present this is not satisfactory. These committees are dealt
with in a cavalier manner. They are more important than the Government is prepared to
give credit. By interjection, some of my colleagues from Parliamentary committees are
saying, "Hear, hear". It is about time that the committee chairmen and representatives
stood up for committees in this place and insisted and demanded that they be given proper
hearings for the budgets that they require. It is disgraceful that the committee of which I
am a member, which has five complicated references, has had to scrounge for staff and
resources over the past six months. It is like living in poverty and trying to do a proper
job for Parliament.
Mr Williams-It is a poverty committee.

Ms SIBREE-The committee is concerned with important social issues. The committee
may well be given another reference, in which case, whoever gives that reference to the
committee should sit down with the chairman and work out what it will cost and should
gi ve a guarantee that resources will be available for the committee to do the job properly.
I know that the Economic and Budget Review Committee is an important committee.
It does very well in its budget allocation. I believe it is dreadful that there should be a mad
scramble between committees as to which committee will get what piece of the cake, when
all committees are equally important and do valuable work. The Economic and Budget
Review Committee is in a better position than other committees as it has a standing
reference and does not need to wait for references to be given to it. Therefore, it has a
better idea of its flow of work and the demands to be made on the committee. Nevertheless,
that is no excuse for the Government not to provide proper resources for committees.

It should not be forgotten that in many instances the references given to committees of
Parliament are references given for political reasons. They are often given by the Minister
to get the Minister and the Government off the hook on a delicate topic about an industrial
or political matter or something that is too difficult to deal with in the Parliamentary
arena. The committees are looked to to find a solution. I refer to the medical complaints
problem or the reference of the Social Development Committee on ambulance services,
which has laughingly been ignored after eighteen months of difficult work.

1334

ASSEMBLY

29 October 1985

Appropriation (1985-86, No. 1) Bill

The committees take a great deal of time deliberating on matters within their terms of
reference while the Ministers do very little about the results. Committees ought to be
given the decency of a proper reply and dust should not be allowed to gather on their
reports. Honourable members are aware of what happened about the ambulance inquiry
last week. As a member of the committee that conducted that inquiry, I travelled all
around Victoria to see what oUght to be done to support and better the ambulance services.
I resent what happened to that report.
The poor allocation that has been given to the committees in the Budget requires
comment and the process by which the Budget is set requires comment. It is a ridiculous
situation. Highly qualified staff are needed for a committee but it is necessary to ask
whether a committee can spend $20 for a research staff member to attend a vital conference
so that that staff member may be aware of the matters being discussed.
It is ridiculous that the committee cannot ask a staff member to attend a meeting and
not be required, as a child asks its mother for lunch money, to make requests for this kind
of expenditure. If that is the way the committees are to be controlled it is laughable. Proper
consideration oUght to be given to the committee system and its resources. It is the only
system there is in Victoria and there should be more financial support for it.
Mr TANNER (Caulfield)-Obviously, the Treasurer does not intend to answer the
inquiries that have been put to him. It is not good enough that the Treasurer comes into
the Chamber and acts as merely' a decoration at the table during the course of the debate.
The Parliament has seen its abtlity to scrutinize the Appropriation Bill severely curtailed
today and the Treasurer is ignoring the matters addressed to him. It is a disgrace, with the
limited time available, that the Treasurer refuses to answer the inquiries put to him.
Under Program No. 103, the Government proposes to reduce by 50 per cent the expenses
available to committees of Parliament that come under the jurisdiction of the Legislative
Council. The Treasurer must give some reason for that reduction. Do those committees
abuse the system. Is the Government taking disciplinary action against them or does the
Government wish to run down the abilities of the committees to fulfil their roles? What
are the reasons behind the Government's action? The Treasurer has an obligation to
Parliament and the public to say just what the Government is doing.
Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster)-I am most concerned about Program No. 104. I smell a
rat in the allocation for the expenses of Select Committees because this item for the
Assembly is cut from $99 462 to $42 500, which is exactly the same figure as for the other
place. Our own Select Committees in this place, especially the Privileges Committee, are
probably the most important of any within the Westminster Parliamentary system.
The rights and privileges of members of Parliament in this place are our reason for
being here; the taxpayers of this State spend something like $30 or $40 million a year on
Parliament because the right of democratic speech is beyond price. I am most concerned
that the Privileges Committee hardly ever meets. From time to time I try to provoke it to
inquire into some of the statements I make in this House. Every time I speak in this House
the challenge is open to that committee to call me before it so that I can call witnesses to
substantiate my remarks.
.
I am most concerned that the Clerks of the House, who are very capable officers, are not
permitted to give legal advice to honourable members on their rights and privileges in this
place. Based on something that occurred recently in the other place, it is my understanding
that, by order of the Attorney-General, Parliarnentary Counsel and officers of the Crown
Law Department are not permitted to advise members of Parliament.
An Honourable Member-That is untrue.
Mr WILLIAMS-I ask the Treasurer to refute what I have said. I recently rang the
office of Parliamentary Counsel seeking advice on how to fill out my declaration of
interest. I was astonished to be told that the office could not advise me. Here am I with the
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Sword of Damocles suspended over me: I do not know whether I correctly completed the
declaration. The Clerks do their best.
Just before the State election, I had the misfortune to be the subject ofa nasty article in
the Age newspaper.
The CHAIRMAN (Mr Fogarty)-Order! The honourable member has now moved
from committees and things of that nature to the Age newspaper. He must relate his
remarks to the program under discussion.
Mr WILLIAMS-I am seeking your help in getting advice from this Chamber, Mr
Chairman. I submit that the article in the Age newspaper was a breach of my privilege.
The CHAIRMAN-Order! I ask the honourable member to confine his remarks to the
program. He has available remedies through the courts or through this House in respect
of the other matter, but the Committee is now discussing programs.
Mr WILLIAMS-Mr Chairman, surely I am allowed to make a request that the
Treasurer tell me that funds have been allocated to these line items to enable the officers
to give advice to this Chamber and its committees. I am seeking to give the Committee
examples of where I believe legal advice should be given to the Clerks and to the Committee,
and I was giving a classic example where I, as a member of Parliament, was the subject of
allegations. It was stated in the Age newspaper that I was mentioned in a secret report of
the Costigan Royal Commission. I was never given access to that report. I was never
examined by Mr Costigan, yet I was slammed just before a State election, and that matter
was used by a bogus newspaper correspondent to attack me.
Miss CALLISTER (Morwell)-On a point of order, Mr Chairman, in my view the
honourable member is digressing widely from the matter before the Chair. I ask you to
bring him back to those matters that are specifically outlined in the item.
The CHAIRMAN (Mr Fogarty)-Order! That is quite a task. I have already endeavoured
to bring the honourable member back to earth. I believe he is trying to relate the matter
by saying that the programs do not make monetary provision for litigation. However, the
honourable member for Doncaster should take the hint and confine his remarks to the
program under discussion.
Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster)-As you well know, Mr Chairman, Parliament is the
place for plain speaking, the speaking of the common man. If the Opposition in this place
is to be shackled, and if individuals such as myself are to have their freedom of speech
suppressed, this place is not worth the tens of millions of dollars that the taxpayers of this
State spend on it.
The trouble with the Westminster system is that no court has ever adjudicated on the
ambit of Parliamentary proceedings or a meeting within the halls of Parliament. Ifl write
a complaint to a Minister, does that letter attract Parliamentary privilege?
The CHAIRMAN (Mr Fogarty)-Order! The honourable member is still straying from
the subject. I am trying to be tolerant but my blood pressure is rising gradually. I ask the
honourable member to return to the program. No one is restraining him in his comments.
I believe the honourable member is getting too much latitude and I ask him to return to
discussing the program.
Mr WILLIAMS-Mr Chairman, I seek your indulgence in obtaining the assistance of
the Clerks of this place so that they can inform me of the meaning of a statement by Mr
Justice Patterson in the case of Stockdale v. Hansard-(1837) 9 Ad. & E.l.-an English
decision. Surely I can get an answer from the Clerks. They tell me that they are not allowed
to give me legal advice or to get advice from the Crown. Mr Justice Patterson said that
beyond all dispute it is necessary that the proceedings of each House of Parliament should
be entirely free and un shackled-that is what I keep saying-and that whatever is done or
said in either House should not be liable to examination elsewhere.
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Mr Chairman, I submit that an examination of this matter should be conducted by the
Privileges Committee and any assistance it requires of the Executive Government should
not be denied to it. I would like to get satisfaction of my complaints in regard to vexatious
legal argument against me-where a torch was put to my belly-for as long as I am in this
place.
The CHAIRMAN-Order! I can understand what the honourable member is trying to
say. He is trying to relate to the point that, within the program, there is a lack of financial
facilities available to him, but instead of specifics he is giving instances. I ask the honourable
member to return to discussing the program and to the point that he is trying to make.
Mr WILLIAMS-Mr Chairman, you are an intelligent man. You came up the hard
way.
The CHAIRMAN-There is no need to crawl. I ask the honourable member to return
to the program.
Mr WILLIAMS-I regret to say that some of your colleagues, MrChairman, particularly
the Treasurer, who have the advantage of a university degree, act in a cavalier manner
when considering democratic principles. I again point out to the Treasurer that Program
No. 104, which relates to the Legislative Assembly, is the most important item in the
whole of this $8000 million Budget. I want a straight answer: Is the Treasurer going to
make an allocation so that the Clerks of this Chamber can obtain proper legal advice or
not? There are too many imponderables. I do not know whether it is safe to go out of this
place and talk in the courts. I had a go, and I paid very dearly and deeply through lack of
definitive advice. The blood money extracted from me will cost the gentleman who did it
very dearly before I have left this place.
Dr COGHILL (Werribee)-I wish to confine my remarks to Program No. 104Legislative Assembly. My first point, in response to comments by members of the
Opposition on Parliamentary committees is that they could have received an explanation
for the figures by asking the Treasurer what procedure was followed in the allocation of
funds to Parliamentary committees. Having sought the information, they might have then
been in a position to make a considered and proper contribution to this debate. Instead,
they have taken the figures at face value. They should have referred to the Budget and the
Estimates for last year for the Legislative Assembly committees to see where there was a
discrepancy between those figures and the expendIture, and then should have sought an
explanation for that discrepancy and how it might be accounted for.
They would have found that the explanation for that deficiency is exactly the same as
the difference between the two figures in this year's Budget Papers. In particular, they
would have found that the allocation in the Budget for Parliamentary committees is for
their routine, every day running costs, the normal expenses of members and the normal
expenses of employing staff such as a secretary or a director of research. They would have
learnt from the Treasurer that what he did in the last financial year and what he intends to
do again in this financial year is to consider proposals that come from committees through
the Presiding Officer for additional expenditure to that of normal recurrent expenditure.
For example, where there is a trip to Kakadu National Park undertaken by a Parliamentary
committee or the employment of consultants for specific reference or other travel, inquiry
or activity relevant to the function of the committee, the Presiding Officer will take that
proposal to the Treasurer who will have made a decision about it during the year. That is
the explanation for the discrepancy between the figures.
I would have thought it a simple matter for honourable members opposite to make a
simple inquiry about the administration of the financial affairs of Parliamentary committees
during the current financial year. They did not bother to do that. Instead they have wasted
time in Parliament by putting incorrect and unbased assertions to Parliament which will
be on record and will stand for ever as a condemnation of their own lack of research in
contributing to the debate.
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I refer to the extremely confused contribution made by the honourable member for
Doncaster. He seemed to be saying, on the one hand, that the Opposition was shackled by
shortages in the allocation and, on the other hand, to be seeking legal opinion or advice in
his capacity as a private member-not in his capacity as a member of the Oppositionbut in the particular circumstances in which he has found himself. I do not intend to
discuss those particular circumstances, but the honourable member for Doncaster seemed
to be saying that Parliament should be responsible for providing him with legal advice in
his capacity as a private member of this place.
That is really not relevant to Program No. 104 but, in so far as the honourable member
for Doncaster has raised the matter, I mention that the role of Chief Parliamentary
Counsel is not to be a source of general legal advice. It is to draft legislation, to assist
members to draft legislation and to attend to all such matters relating to this House. The
responsiblilty of the Chief Parliamentary Counsel in that regard has not changed one iota.
The only change is that the Attorney-General has, Quite properly, directed attention to the
limitation of the role of the Chief Parliamentary Counsel.
The role of the Chief Parliamentary Counsel is not to provide general legal advice either
to private members or to any other person, party or organization. Moreover, the role of
the Clerks of Parliament is not to provide legal advice; their function is to advise on the
running of the House and on the way in which Parliament can best operate within the
legislation that affects the running of Parliament. It would be quite improper for any
private member to expect a Clerk of the Parliament to provide legal advice to a private
person, whether he be a member of Parliament or anyone else.
If the honourable member for Doncaster has difficulty in obtaining legal advice, and if
he needs legal aid, I suggest that he goes to the Legal Aid Commission of Victoria; ifhe is
experiencing difficulty obtaining legal advice under any circumstances, he could approach
the Attorney-General for assistance.
Mr PLOWMAN (Evelyn)-I shall speak briefly about Program No. 104, especially
because of the remarks made by the honourable member for Werribee with which I might
not disagree but I point out that the whole structure of Parliamentary democracy and
accountability by the Executive to Parliament depends on the Minister at the table
answering matters addressed to him.
A situation has just arisen where three members have raised matters in this program,
concerned particularly with the committe system. I, too, am concerned with this system
and with the funding of committees. I am sure that the honourable member for Melbourne
would want to know whether the committee, of which we are members will be properly
funded.
After examining the Budget documents, one would rather wonder, Mr Chairman, where
these Questions are directed by honourable members, who, after all, have only three and a
half hours in which to examine an $8 billion program, which in itself is a fatuous situation.
Where these matters are raised with the Minister responsible and the Minister is not
prepared to answer those matters and he has to rely on another honourable member to
answer for him, what has happened to the accountability of the Executive of this Parliament,
which is what Parliamentary democracy is all about?
It is disgraceful. I am delighted that the honourable member for Werribee is prepared to
answer for the Treasurer, but I hope the Treasurer will consider Parliamentary democracy
and accountability and might take some heed of matters being raised not only by honourable
members on this side of the Chamber but also by any member of Parliament and give
account of his portfolio in answering these Questions.

Ms SIBREE (Kew)-I support my colleague, the honourable member for Evelyn. I am
amazed that we seem to have two shadow Treasurers; one on the Opposition side of the
Chamber and one on the Government side of the Chamber! I am not prepared to accept
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the Government shadow Treasurer's interpretation of the questions that are validly raised
about both the previous program and this program.
I raise a different question. Does the honourable member for Werribee attempt to
answer on behalf of the Treasurer? If the Treasurer has lost his voice, members of the
Opposition might understand. However, if the Treasurer is in this place listening to the
questions asked, he is accountable not only because of Parliamentary democracy, but also
because it is his work that appears in the Budget.
The points I raised were not so much on the specific figures that were presented but
rather on the methodology by which the figures in the Budget were arrived at. I am
concerned about the manner in which committees have to grope around to find $1 or $100
to carry out their work. Those are the comments I made and the Treasurer ought to say
something like, "'I shall take on board your comments and perhaps look at them differently".
It is ludicrous when a committee has to apply to obtain assistance from a department,
for instance, to carry out work required. A small amount of money-maybe a couple of
thousand dollars-may be required to get on quickly with some work. The committee is
asked to complete its work quickly and to report back to Parliament within three months.
What happens? The committee must submit to the Effectiveness Review Committee and
after that to the State Tender Board. By the time that happens two or three months have
gone by and time is running out. By the time the funds are approved, the committee is
supposed to report back to Parliament.

The Parliamentary committee system is budgeted in an ad hoc way, as the honourable
member for Werribee agrees, and when new references come in committees will have to
work out some way of obtaining funds to get the work done. It is not good enough. It is
ridiculous to have to wait for 2, 3 or 4 months for someone to obtain approval for funds
from a certain department while committee members are waiting to deal with vital
questions without the necessary research and support staff.
It is essential that the Treasurer-and not the shadow Treasurer on the Government
side of the Chamber-answer the questions and take on board and examine the comments
made. These are the sorts of questions I want answered.

I do not want an argument about how much is being spent; I want to know how the
Budget is determined and how we are to have efficiency and accountability in the Parliament
and Budget session. They are the questions the Treasurer ought to answer, not the
honourable member for Werribee.

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster}-I am outraged at the comments of the honourable
member for Werribee. For his information, I paid dearly for legal advice and also paid
dearly for the blow torch on my belly. I know what legal advice is about. I am concerned
about the rights and privileges of the honourable members in this place, under ancient
privilege dating back to the twelfth century.
We have wonderful Clerks in this place who are very capable men. As I said before,
sometimes thay are unable to advise honourable members of the privileges, rights and
protections afforded to honourable members in this place. Unfortunately the committees
of the Westminster Parliament were overruled by the House itself by a narrow majority
vote as to whether communications between members of Parliament and Ministers of the
Crown were privileged.
The matter has not been settled. The meaning of the rules of Parliament is not clear.
The proceedings in Parliament are not clear. These matters concern the 88 members of
this Chamber.
It might have been me yesterday, but it could well be some other honourable member if
he or she were provoked by opponents, as I was, and called a coward. I went outside this
place and said, "I am no coward".
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The CHAIRMAN (Mr Fogarty)-Order! Honourable members know that the
honourable member for Doncaster is no coward, but I ask him to return to the program.
Mr WILLIAMS-This Chamber is a place for the cut and thrust of debate. I have been
provoked by the honourable member for Werribee who gave me a lecture. I was insulted
that he expected me to freeload on the taxpayer and obtain legal aid. I shall stand by what
I do in this place and shall pay the costs if necessary, but it is an utter disgrace that the
Government has made this change. When I was a member of the Hamer and Thompson
Liberal Governments, Clerks in this place could obtain legal advice from Parliamentary
Counsel. However, we now have a new heir apparent in the other place. He will tell
honourable members-An Honourable Member-Little Hitler!
Mr WILLIAMS-The new heir apparent will tell honourable members what they can
do. Honourable members will soon have as few legal rights as do people from totalitarian
States where, at least in some of them, there is not even one member of the Opposition or,
as in Singapore, there is only one member.
It is extremely important that the Clerks in this place can obtain advice from the Crown
Law Department. I ask the Treasurer to say whether money will be allocated so that
someone skilled in Parliamentary procedures and the law can provide legal advice to the
Clerks and the 88 members of Parliament elected by Victorians to represent their interests.

Dr COGHILL (Werribee)-The honourable member for Doncaster spoke of the cut
and thrust of debate in this place, but he appears to be flailing about on matters that have
little relevance to the program under discussion.
The CHAIRMAN (Mr Fogarty)-I appreciate that the honourable member relates his
comments to the program once every 10 seconds, but everything is now under control. I
ask the honourable member for Werribee to return to the program.
Dr COGHILL-I do not doubt the sincerity of the honourable member for Doncaster
because he has been confronted with a situation that could confront other honourable
members in different circumstances. Iflegal advice is to be provided to this House on the
rights of individual members, it should come from the appropriate legal officer of the
Crown. It ought not come from the Chief Parliamentary Counsel, whose job it is to assist
Parliament in drafting legislation, amendments and motions.
It should certainly not be the responsibility of the Clerks to provide legal advice; that is
not nor should it be their responsibility. The responsibility of the Clerks is to assist in the
operations of the House. I suggest to members of the Opposition that if they are sincerely
interested in having a proper debate on the Budget by 6.30 p.m. today, they should
concentrate on the real issues confronting the Government and the community.

Mr TANNER (Caulfield)-The contributions of the honourable member for Werribee
to this debate are astounding. He has suggested that this Chamber is not the proper place
to raise issues of concern and that if honourable members have issues of concern, they
should have a private chat with the Treasurer outside the Chamber.
This is the proper Chamber in which honourable members should discuss the governing
of Victoria and, on this occasion, the Budget that the Government proposes to bring
down. The Government proposes to spend more than $8000 million in this financial year.
Honourable members have raised a query with the Treasurer, who was here earlier but
has now left the Chamber, but the Treasurer did not deign to reply.
The honourable member for Werribee gallantly rode in on his white charger in place of
the Treasurer, but I want the Treasurer to inform the Committee whether what the
honourable member for Werribee said is correct. It is not the place of the honourable
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member for Werribee to stand up in this Chamber and say what the Treasurer means
concerning an item in the Budget. The Treasurer is responsible-Dr COGHILL (Werribee)-On a point of order, Mr Chairman, I have as much right to
speak in this debate as does any other honourable member and I resent the suggestion of
the honourable member for Caul field.
The CHAIRMAN (Mr Fogarty)-Order! The Chair appreciates the right of the
honourable member for Wembee to make an explanation but will not castigate the
honourable member for Caulfield.
Mr TANNER (Caulfield)-The honourable member for Werribee says he resents my
effort to curb his right to speak. However, the honourable member and members of the
Government have provided the Opposition with only 3 hours to discuss more than $8000
million worth of expenditure.
The CHAIRMAN-I ask the honourable member to return to Program No. 104. The
honourable member, although he may not appreciate it, is wasting valuable time at his
disposal.
Mr TANNER-I appreciate clearly what I am doing. I am showing the hypocrisy of the
Government and its members who stand in this place, with their hands over their chests,
and claim they have the good interests of the community and, in this instance, the good
interests of Parliament, at heart. The Government has created Parliamentary committees
and promised that those committees would be adequately financed. However, the Budget
allocation for those committees for the coming financial year has been more than halved.
The Treasurer did not have the wit or courage to say why that was so, but he sent in the
honourable member for Werribee, who insulted me and other honourable members by
saying that this was not the place to raise the issue. The honourable member suggested
that we should meet the Treasurer outside and have a private chat. Honourable members
do not know whether they can rely on the word of the honourable member for Werribee.
This is another clear instance of how hypocritical the Government of Victoria is.
Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster)-I have just been given a lecture about obtaining advice
but I now seek assistance on Program No. 105 which covers the Parliamentary Library.
Without question, Victoria's Parliamentary Library staff is the most overworked of any
Parliamentary Library in the Westminster system.
The Commonwealth Parliament has ten times the expenditure and staff of the Victorian
Parliament. Our staff of nineteen is expected to service 88 members of this place and 44
members in the other place. Nothing has been allowed for the increased membership of
both Houses of Parliament over the past twelve months. Nothing has been allowed for the
depreciation of the Australian dollar. Most books and important journals must come from
overseas. I have referred to the depreciation of the Australian dollar in relation to overseas
currency, but one must also take into account a projected 10 per cent inflation rate, which
means that the Library will go backwards.
The New South Wales Parliament has a larger Library staff than does Victoria, which I
can appreciate, but so, too, does Queensland Parliament. Many allegations are made from
time to time about whether people in the Queensland Parliament can read, but Queensland
has the best Parliamentary Library of any Australian State. If honourable members were
to visit the Queensland Parliament, they would see that the Parliamentary Library is
housed in a palatial building with the most modern and up-te-date facilities of any library.
Queensland Parliament has fewer members of Parliament than does Victoria, but has a
staff of 27 to service its 84 members, whereas Victoria has a staff of nineteen to service
132 members of Parliament. The ratio of Library staff to members of Parliament in
Victoria is half what it is in Queensland.
Other honourable members have spoken about the problems associated with committee
work placed on members of Parliament by the Executive and the Governor in Council. I
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am pleased at the delegation of that work and to serve on the Social Development
Committee, but this places extraordinary strains on the Library's research services.
I have drawn the attention of members of the Social Development Committee to
journals and other references in the Library and I praise the Library for the recent
innovation of producing research papers, but, because of the enormous strains on the
Library staff while Parliament is in session, honourable members cannot obtain research
papers until Parliament has risen. What good is that! I requested research papers in August
and September, hoping to use them for this debate, but I have not been able to obtain
them. Even if I had obtained them, I should not have been able to use them because of the
gag placed on Opposition members in this debate.
The Parliamentary Library has plans to computerize its service, but no time is available
for development work because the staff's time is taken up with answering questions from
honourable members. The Government can have it either way, questions may be asked
through the Notice Paper or by placing extra strains on the Library staff.
I shall exercise my privileges under the Bill of Rights. I am the honourable member for
Doncaster and that is even more important to me than my membership of the Liberal
Party. I am warning the Government what might happen in the years to come. I expect to
be a member of Parliament for the next few years and I shall do the very best I can to
embarrass the Government.

Honourable members interjecting.
The CHAIRMAN (Mr Fogarty)-Order! I do not mind the honourable member for
Doncaster predicting what will happen in the future, but I want the honourable member
to predict what will happen in the Library.
Mr WILLIAMS-In the future the Library will go backwards, just like the Cain
Government. The Budget allocation for the Library has been increased by 4 per cent in an
era of inflation. In real terms, that allocation is a reduction of 4 per cent. How can
honourable members receive a better service and the Library facilities be improved? It is
an insult to Parliament that this allocation has been effectively reduced. Knowledge is
power. If I am not allowed to investigate the various articles written about the Minister
for Transport, who has just interjected, I shall be an ineffective member of Parliament.
Mr I. W. SMITH (Polwarth)-The Library, with its facilities, provides an excellent
service for members of Parliament. The Government's program budgeting, although it is
moving closer towards providing information that honourable members can decipher and
understand, ultimately must have as its aim the crystallization of the programs into
projects that have objectives, staff complement, times for reporting and final budgets.
If projects are to be meaningful to members ofPariiament, who represent the community,
ultimately they will have to be computerized with computer terminals being available to
honourable members in the Library so that they can pick the numbers of the programs
they wish to examine in the Appropriation Bill and have the information and the various
project descriptions flashed up on the computer screen. Until that facility becomes available,
as has always been the tradition, the various items in the Bill will be meaningless to
honourable members. I urge the Government to improve its undestanding of program
budgeting and to make facilities available in the Library so that honourable members will
be able properly to scrutinize the Budget.
Those honourable members who have been in Parliament for a considerable time will
be aware of the growth in the workload of honourable members and the increasing number
of papers that must be processed, the number of telephone calls that must be attended to
and so on.
Although support services in electorate offices have been improved during the past
fifteen or twenty years, the facilities in Parliament have not. Because of the increase in the
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number of Parliamentarians honourable members are cooped up in small and inadequate
offices, as are many of the staff.
It is ridiculous to have highly paid members of Parliament who are not supported by
proper secretarial and physical services in Parliament. Queensland Parliamentarians are
housed in far more palatial accommodation than Victorian Parliamentarians, with
secretarial services where telephones can be answered and messages taken; with research
and typing facilities; in fact, a properly organized office set-up.
Most honourable members wish to be efficient in the services they provide and would
like to use the time available to them more effectively so that they can both represent their
constituents and ensure that the workings of government provide good value for the
taxpayers'money.
The support services and facilities that honourable members have available to them in
this place are outmoded, archaic and disgraceful. That is compounded by the appalling
facilities that members of the Press Gallery have available to them where they have to put
up with the constant rattle of typewriters, the interruptions of members of Parliament
comin$ in with information and so on. How they ever get their thoughts in order for what
they wIsh to report next day is beyond me.
With the increase in membership of Parliament and the huge increase in the workloads
of honourable members, those who report their activities and those who are serviced by
them, it is high time the Government developed a program that improved facilities.
Mr LIEBERMAN (Benambra)-It is time honourable members from both sides of the
House spoke out about the urgent need for the Parliamentary building and facilities in
Parliament to be upgraded. Of course, it has always been an issue spoken about from time
to time and then deferred, because it has been seen by the Government of the day, Liberal
or Labor, that there are more pressing capital works programs needed that are higher in
priority. The time has come, however in the sesquicentennial year and approaching 200
years as a nation, for honourable members to say "Enough is enough".
F or three years when I was a Minister there were occasions when, in the Parliament, I
received visitors from other parts of Australia and, on occasions, other countries. I knew
those visitors were amazed and alarmed at the inadequate facilities that members of
Parliament have. Frankly, I was embarrassed because of the obvious disadvantages that
members of Parliament face in attempting to perform an efficient task.
It is time that all honourable members bit the bullet on a non-political basis and called
for the urgent upgrading and, indeed, the completion of this magnificent building, the
construction of which was commenced in 1850. I make the plea not so that the building is
made any more comfortable for honourable members but so that the staff of Parliament,
the press and honourable members have a contemporary, modern Parliament in which to
perform their tasks more efficiently to enhance the State.
In setting the capital works program in the next Budget the Government is entitled to
allocate money towards the commencement of the expansion of this building so that it
can take its place in history as offering contemporary Victoria the facilities and services to
which the State is entitled.
Mr PERRIN (Bulleen)-As one of the newest members who have come from private
enterprise and been used to the best possible office facilities, including the state-of-the-art
computers and word processors-Dr Coghill-Is the Victorian Dairy Industry Authority a private enterprise organization?
Mr PERRIN-I would class it as private enterprise. I have had much experience in
private enterprise and the work conditions therein. I am somewhat dismayed at the sorts
of restrictions placed on honourable members in their genuine desire to do their level best
for the community. I endorse the remarks made by the honourable members for Polwarth
and Benambra.
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Honourable members should be provided with computers and/or word processors.
Federal members of Parliament are now provided with these facilities and Victorian
members of Parliament are at least equal to their Federal colleagues in terms of the level
of services provided to constituents.
The provision of these facilities need not impose additional expenditure. For example,
the electronic typewriters provided in electorate offices could be done away with. The
honourable member for Doncaster has provided a word processor out of his own funds in
his electorate office. That is ludicrous, given that in most business enterprises throughout
the State, word processors have taken the place of typewriters.
Typewriters are outmoded; whatever a typewriter can do, a word processor can do
better. The typewriters honourable members have at present can hardly issue four pages
of script, due to the limited memory capabilities.
Mr Weideman-Who has a typewriter with a memory?
Mr PERRIN-The typewriter I have has a limited memory. The minimum level of
service provided in private enterprise should be provided to honourable members.
With regard to the provision of electorate offices, I have encountered some problems in
obtaining a suitable electorate office because the electorate I represent is a residential one
which does not have a large number of office blocks or shopping centres that would, in
normal circumstances, enable me to obtain a suitable electorate office. I am in the
unsatisfactory position of having to do my electorate work out of a house in a residential
area. On one occasion I located a suitable office but the rental limit placed by the Treasurer
is $300 a week, which is quite unsuitable for the area I represent because one cannot obtain
any office space for that sort of rent. Office rentals are close to $400 and upwards in the
area I represent.
As a consequence, my constituents are being disadvantased because I have been unable
to obtain an electorate office where I can maintain a VIsible presence to provide the
necessary services. I know the Treasurer is not present in the Chamber but I urge him to
review the limit of$300 a week on electorate office rentals.
Obviously in some electorates honourable members can obtain office space for a rental
below $300 a week and, in those instances, some savings would be effected. However, in
electorates such as mine,. electo.r~te offices sho~ld be ~x~mined on a c~se by case basis
rather than through the ImpOSItIOn of an arbitrary lutllt of $300, whIch, In my case,
precludes me, and some other honourable members in similar electorates, from obtaining
suitable electorate offices.
I am sure other honourable members would support me in making a plea for the
Treasurer to introduce financial flexibility in electorate office rentals so that honourable
members can provide their constituents with a reasonable level of service, given that they
do not have the type of equipment I referred to earlier.
I hope that the Government takes on board these comments and that at some stage in
the future it reviews its practices so that honourable members such as myself who live in
high rental residential areas can obtain adequate office facilities to provide a proper level
of service to their constituents.
Dr WELLS (Dromana)-I support the comments made by my colleagues on the urgent
desirability of improving the capacity of honourable members to perform the job they
were elected to perform.
I speak with considerable confidence due to the knowledge I have of what happens
elsewhere and of the resources needed elsewhere to perform similar jobs. I remind
honourable members that this great building was constructed when Melbourne had a
population of approximately 300000 citizens. The construction of this place was a major
act of faith and confidence m the capacity of those citizens and in their future. It is hIgh
time that honourable members of this generation adopted a similar attitude.
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Today the storage and recovery of information is absolutely vital. Rapid communication
between different places is absolutely vital. Information research is absolutely vital. It is
clear that an honourable member is currently unable to undertake each of these essential
steps in effecting his or her responsibilities.
It is surprising in the extreme to find that there is no system in my electorate office or
here in Parliament to provide for the electronic storage and retrieval of data. There is no
way, when I am in the electorate of Dromana, in which I can communicate with Parliament
or vice versa, other than by telephone or mail or some courier service. Even though the
information is vital, I cannot get it when I need it.

After spending many years associated with research, it is clear to me that it is not
possible for honourable members on either side of this Chamber or in another place
adequately to prepare, often, as they would wish to, the comments they want to make in
debates. The pressure is enormous and the problem is always the rush to be able to squeeze
things into too little time.
I recall with sadness an anecdote that illustrates well one aspect of what I have been
saying. It concerns a time before I was even a candidate for membership of Parliament. I
sat on a committee on which there were senior members of Parliament and we were
examining suggestions for technological improvement to the State's activities. I was asked
by a former senior member of the then Opposition if I could prepare a report using the
computer services of the University of Melbourne. I said that I thought I could. As I left
the meeting, a person involved in industry, who was also on the committee, said: "Don't
worry. I realize it is more difficult for you to do that where you are. I have a computer
term mal on my desk and when I go back there, I will do the job. The information is Sitting
in our computer resources." This man's office was situated in what was and still is a
vibrant, active, productive but quite small commercial firm. Now, several years later, I
find the situation has not altered. We still lack those basic facilities.
Those are the lesser costs involved in what I think are essential changes for all members
of Parliament. I shall briefly refer to another, which is more costly but which is equally
essential and that is-staff support through electoral offices.
It is interesting that my Federal colleague, the honourable member for Flinders, has
provided for him by the Federal Parliament a support staff of three persons. I suspect that
he and I handle, through our offices, about the same volume of items. I have, provided in
my office, one person and that person is flat out workin~, as am I, even hours beyond the
normal working day. One should examine what occurs In firms in Victoria. Does anyone
seriously suggest that a director of Broken Hill Proprietary Co. Ltd or some other large
firm would be restricted to one assistant for all his or her work?

Dr Coghill-No, and nor does the Minister.
Dr WELLS-Yet I suggest to the honourable member for Werribee that honourable
members in this place are analogous to a board of directors; even though one may be
referring to 132 people, one is also referring to the entire economy of the State of Victoria.

If the comment made by the honourable member for Werribee were apt, it would be
that back-benchers on both sides of the Chamber do not matter, and I suggest
that that IS far wide of the mark.
suggestin~

It is unreasonable for an honourable member to be confined to one person-who may
be hundreds of miles away from where the honourable member is working-for support
services. If one examines what is happening overseas, one discovers that the growth in
computerization and support services is enormous because these people have realized the
need for change.

I go further and say that in a modern democracy the rate of change is the factor most
limiting the progress of society and that the inability of democratic Parliaments such as
this to keep up with the rate of change, not because of the persons in Parliament but, in
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Osaka, q 1323. Block release program, 1403.
Technical training scheme for girls, 1981, 1984.
Architects-Union membership, 179, 184.
Army Officer Cadet School, Portsea, 1117, 1831, 1833.
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Arts, The-Australian Centre for Contemporary Art,
831, 837. Geelong Art Gallery. 1404, 1407. Murray Goulburn Factory. 1418. Commonwealth
funding, Q 2547.
Associations Incorporation Act-Subscription fees for
licensed clubs. 1829. 1833.
Auditor-General-Report. 409.

Austin, Mr T. L. (Ripon)
Agriculture and Rural Affairs, Department of-Meat
inspection services, 1299. Superannuation for meat
inspectors. 1299.
Appropriation (1985-86, No. I) Bill. 796. 1355.
Clerk. The-Retirement of J. H. Campbell. ESQ.,
197.
Conservation, Forests and Lands, Department ofTermination of services of Dr Grose, 213. Office
of Director-General. 213.
Dairy Industry (Milk Price) Bill. 2624.
Decentralized Industry Incentive Payments
(Amendment) Bill, 2167. 2189.
Electoral-Nunawading Province by-election,
Q 1030, Q 2544.
Firearms (Amendment) Bill, 1423.
Grievance Day-Suspension of Standing Order,
1738.
Lotteries Gaming and Betting (Amendment) Bill,
1879.
Marketing of Primary Products and Egg Industry
Stabilization (Amendment) Bill, 2595.
Ministry. The-Staff involvement in Nunawading
Province by-election. Q 1030.
Motor Car (Photographic Detection Devices) Bill.
2016.
Motor Car Traders Act 1973, 10.
National Parks (Alpine National Park) Bill. 445.
Petitions-Motor Car Traders Act 1973. 10. Red
meat trading hours. 556.
Points of Order-Wording of amendment. 212.
Incorrect statement by Minister, 1229. Misleading
of House, 1245.
Police Department-Nunawading Province byelection, Q 2544.
Primary Industries-Effects of Budget. q 404. Suicides of dairy farmers. q 1527. Costs and incomes
in dairy industry, q 1527.
Residential Tenancies Bill, 328.
Superannuation Schemes Amendment Bill. 1872.
Trading Hours-For red meat, 556.
Water Acts (Amendment) Bill, 2150.

Australian Bicentennial Authority-Golden handshake to Or Armstrong, Q 2. Appointment of Mr
Bruce Grant. q 81.

Australian Council for the Arts-Funding for Victoria,
q 2547.
Australian Direct Marketing Association-Standards
for newspaper advertisements, 1005, 1 13.

°

Australian Labor Party-Staff involvement in Nunawading Province by-election, Q 746, Q 1029, q 1121,
1222, 1227. Donation to Frankston councillor
Knowles, 827, 832, 938, 941. Policies, 1861.
Australian Loan Council-Borrowings of Victorian
Tourism Commission, q 1532.
Aviation-Proposed national museum, 1980, 1985.

B
Ballarat-Proposed national aviation museum, 1980,
1985.
Banks-Home loans for low income families, Q 1416.
Holidays, 2655, 2657. (See also "State Bank".)
Bechtel Pacific Corporation Ltd-F1ow-on of national
wage determination to Builders Labourers Federation, Q 2217, q 2352.
Beer-Minimum retail price, 1722, 1725. (See also
··LiQuor Control Commission".)
Bendigo-Economy, 180, 183. Ordnance factory, Q 188.
Bicycle Institute of Victoria-Safety helmets for cyclists, 2430, 2435.
Bicycles-Safety helmets, 88,543,547,649, 1981,2430,
2435.
"Big M" Marathon-Police fees, Q 645.
Bills-Practice on introduction and first readings, 1419,
1421.
BillsAboriginal Land (Framlingham Forest) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 1736; second reading,
1969; appropriation, 2358.
Administrative Law (University Visitor) BiI/Received from Council and first reading, 934;
second reading, 968.
Adoption (Amendment) Bill-Received from Council and first reading, 2077; second reading, 2093.
Anglican Church of Australia Bill-Received from
Council and first reading, 55; second reading, 89,
558; declared a private Bill, and motion to treat as
public Bill agreed to, 558; remaining stages, 562.
Appropriation (1985-86, No. 1) Bill-Appropriation, introduction and first reading, 309; second
reading, 754,1046, 1131; Committee, 1220, 1332;
declared an urgent Bill, 1328; remaining stages,
1366.
Associations Incorporation (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill-Received from Council and first
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Bills-continued
reading, 140; second reading, 329, 2469; remaining stages, 2474.
Australia Acts (Request) Bill-Introduction and first
reading, 89; second reading, 219, 1367, 1396;
second reading passed by absolute majority, 1399;
third reading passed by absolute majority, 1399.
Bank Holidays (Amendment) Bill-Second reading,
410; remaining stages, 430.
Building Control (Plumbers. Gasfitters and Drainers)
Bill-Received from Council and first reading,
2166; second reading, 2248, 2592; remaining stages,
2594.
Building Societies Bill-Introduction and first reading, 1737; second reading, 2012; appropriation,
2092.
Constitution Act Amendment (Electoral Material)
Bill. The- Introduction and first reading, 1737.
Constitution (Governor's Salary and Pension) BiIIAppropriation, introduction and first reading, 827;
second reading, 890, 903; second reading passed
by absolute majority, 933; Committee, 933; third
reading, 934; third reading passed by absolute
majority, 934. Reserved for the signification of
Her Majesty's pleasure thereon, 1037.
Construction Industry Long Service Leave (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 1422;
second reading, 1563, 1885; Committee, 1903;
remaining stages, 1914.
Co-operation (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and
first reading, 1424; second reading, 1518, 2314;
appropriation, 1634; Committee, 2322; remaining
stages, 2324. Council amendments dealt with,
2643.
Coroners Bill (No. 2)-Received from Council and
first reading, 2166; second reading, 2305, 2571;
Committee, 2572; remaining stages, 2577.
Courts Amendment Bill-Introduction and first
reading, 2446; second reading, 2604; appropriation, 2644.
Credit (Administration) (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 1424; second reading,
1576,2293; appropriation, 1634; remaining stages,
2296.
Crimes (Amendment) Bill-Received from Council
and first reading, 934; second reading, 1037,2476;
remaining stages, 2483.
Crimes (Criminal Investigations) Bill-Received
from Council and first reading, 2532.
Dairy Industry (Milk Price) Bill-Received from
Council and first reading, 2532; second reading,
2623; remaining stages, 2630.
Decentralized Industry Incentive Payments (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 1421;
second reading, 1587,2168; appropriation, 1634;
declared an urgent Bill, 2167; Committee, 2189;
remaining stages, 2213.
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Bills-continued
Dental Technicians (Licences) Bill-Received from
Council and first reading, 949; second reading,
1043, 2487; remaining stages, 2489.
Director of Public Prosecutions (Amendment) BillReceived from Council and first reading, 557;
second reading, 692, 2474; remaining stages, 2476.
Education (Miscellaneous Matters) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 1422; second reading, 1602.
Employment and Training (Rebates) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 1736; second reading,
2075, 2391; appropriation, 2358; remaining stages,
2398. Council amendments dealt with, 2642.
Environment Protection (Industrial Waste) BiIIIntroduction and first reading, 1424; second reading, 1606, 2359; appropriation, 1634; remaining
stages, 2390. Council amendments dealt with,
2639.
Equal Opportunity (Amendment) Bill-Received
from Council and first reading, 1399; second reading, 1510, 2496; Committee and remaining stages,
2497.
Evidence (Amendment) Bill-Received from Council and first reading, 2166; second· reading, 2302,
2570; remaining stages, 2571.
Extractive Industries (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 2093; second reading, 2244.
Fairfield Land Bill-Received from Council and first
reading, 140; second reading, 227, 982; remaining
stages, 982.
Fair Trading Bill-Second reading, 601; Committee, 622; remaining stages, 628.
Firearms (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and first
reading, 1423; second reading, 1569, 2270; appropriation, 1634; Committee, 2279; remaining stages,
2284. Council amendments dealt with, 2642.
Forests and Country Fire Authority (Penalties) BillReceived from Council and first reading, 1510;
second reading, 1581, 2522; remaining stages, 2528.
Forests (Wood Pulp Agreement) (Amendment) BiIIReceived from Council and first reading, 2166;
second reading, 2246, 2587; remaining stages, 2592.
Groundwater (Border Agreement) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 846; second reading, 973,
1554; appropriation, 1037; remaining stages, 1562.
Guardianship and Administration Board BiIIWithdrawn, 2358.
Guardianship and Administration Board Bill (No.
2)-Introduction and first reading, 2447; second
reading, 2618; appropriation, 2644.
Hairdressers Registration (Repeal) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 2093; second reading, 2245,
2511; appropriation, 2358; Committee, 2521;
remaining stages, 2522.
Health (Amendment) Bill-Received from Council
and first reading, 2532; second reading, 2630;
Committee, 2638; remaining stages, 2639.
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Bills-continued
Health (Blood Donations) Bill-Second reading, 19,
90; remaining stages, t 17.

Historic Buildings (Amendment) Bill-Introduction
and first reading, 1328; second reading, 1425,2045;
appropriation, 1533; Committee, 2056; remaining
stages, 2057.

Bills-continued
Local Government (General Amendment) Bi/IIntroduction and first reading, 2447; second reading, 2621.

Local Government (Rating Appeals) Bill-Second

89; second reading, 225, 892, 982, 1371; appropriation, 309; remaining stages, 1396.

reading, 117; Committee, 121; remaining stages,
123. Council amendment dealt with, 1370.
Long Service Leave (Portable Benefits) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 1737; second reading,
1974, 2398; appropriation, 2358; third reading,
2428.

Industrial Relations (Amendment) Bill-Introduc-

Lotteries Gaming and Betting (Amendment) BiI/-

tion and first reading, 1736; second reading, 1881;
appropriation, 2358.

Introduction and first reading, 1738; second reading, 1874.

Industrial Relations (Complementary Industrial
Relations System) Bill-Introduction and first

Lotteries Gaming and Betting (Gaming Machines)
Bill-Second reading, 25; Committee, 41; remain-

Housing (Commonwealth-State-Northern Territory
Agreement) Bill-Introduction and first reading,

reading, 483; second reading, 557, 846; remaining
stages, 865.

Intellectual(v Disabled Persons' Services Bill-With-

ing stages, 43. Council amendment dealt with, 483.

Magistrates (Summary Proceedings) (Amendment)
Bill-Received from Council and first reading,

Intellectually Disabled Persons' Services Bill (No. 2)-

1400; second reading, 1514, 2484; remaining stages,
2486.

Introduction and first reading, 2446; second reading, 2615; appropriation. 2644.

Marketing of Primary Products and Egg Industry
Stabilization (Amendment) Bill-Received from

Interpretation of Legislation (Further Amendment)
Bill-Received from Council and first reading, 557;

Council and first reading, 2270; second reading,
2324,2595; remaining stages, 2597.

second reading, 690. 2462; remaining stages. 2466.

Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
(Reconstitution) Bill-Introduction and first read-

drawn. 2358.

Juries (Amendment) Bill-Received from Council
and first reading, 2213; second reading, 2308, 2577;
remaining stages. 2581.
Labour and Industry (Butcher Shops) Bill-Received
from Council and first reading. 2468.

Labour and Industr.v (Registration Fees) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 1422; second reading,
1567,1827; remaining stages, 1828.
Land (Miscellaneous Mallers) Bill-Received from
Council and first reading, 2292; second reading,
2326,2597; remaining stages, 2601.
Land Tax (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and first
reading. 1423; second reading, 1567, 1743; appropriation, 1634; remaining stages, 1776.

ing, 950; second reading, 1044.

Melbourne Cricket Ground (Amendment) BiI/Received from Council and first reading, 2213;
second reading, 2310,2594; remaining stages, 2595.
Melbourne Sailors ' Home Bill-Introduction and first
reading, 1424; second reading, 1576; appropriation, 1634.

Melbourne University (Amendment) Bill-Introduc-

Legal Aid Commission (Amendment) Bill-Intro-

tion and first reading, 1422; second reading, 1604,
2284; Committee, 2291; remaining stages, 2292.
Mental Health Bill-Withdrawn, 2358.
Mental Health Bill {No. 2)-Introduction and first
reading, 2446; second reading, 2611; appropriation, 2644.

duction and first reading, 2446; second reading,
2608; appropriation, 2644.

Metropolitan Fire Brigades Superannuation
(Amendment) Bill-Second reading, 430; remain-

Legal Profession Practice (Amendment) Bill-Intro-

ing stages, 438.

duction and first reading, 1424; second reading,
1572,2296; appropriation, 1634; Committee, 2301;
remaining stages, 2302.

Motor Car (Further Amendment) Bill-Introduction

Liquor Control (Further Amendment) Bill-Intro-

Motor Car (Photographic Detection Devices) BiII-

duction and first reading, 2093; second reading,
2249.

Semnd reading, ! 952, 20! 6; declared an urgent
Bill, 2014; Committee, 2018; remaining stages,
2040. Council amendments dealt with, 2528,2529.

Liquor Control (Vigneron's Licences) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 1419; second reading,
1583. 1823; appropriation, 1634; remaining stages,
1827.
Local Authorities Finance Bill-Introduction and
first reading, 1737; second reading, 1976.

and first reading, 846; second reading, 976, 1429;
remaining stages, 1451.

National Mutual Permanent Building Society BiIIReceived from Council and first reading, 2077;
second reading, 2095, 2528; declared a private Bill
and motion to treat as public Bill agreed to, 2528;
remaining stages, 2529.
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Bills-continued
National Parks (Alpine National Park) Bill-Second
reading, 55,445,693, 1451; remaining stages, 1468.
National Tennis Centre Bill-Second reading, 20,
486, 562; appropriation, 55; Committee, 587; third
reading, 60 I. Council amendments dealt with,
1562.
Nurses (Amendment) Bill-Received from COIJncil
and first reading, 1366; second reading, 1425, 2489;
remaining stages, 2495.
Pay-roll Tax (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and
first reading, 1423; second reading, 1568, 1776;
appropriation, 1634; Committee, 1794; remaining
stages, 1798.
Penalties and Sentences Bill-Received from Council and first reading, 2076; second reading, 2311,
2581; remaining stages, 2587.
Police Regulation (Amendment) Bill-Introduction
and first reading, 845; second reading, 970, 1923;
appropriation, 1037; Committee, 1930; remaining
stages, 1936. Council amendment dealt with, 2326.
Prevention of Secondary Boycott Bill-Introduction
and first reading, 950.

Racing (Fixed Percentage Distribution) Bill-Second
reading, 43; remaining stages, 55.

Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages
(Amendment) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 89; second reading, 224, 865; appropriation,
309; Committee, 888; remaining stages, 890.
Council amendments dealt with, 2639.
Residential Tenancies Bill-Introduction and first
reading, 89; second reading, 324, 1652; ruling of
Speaker on format, 482; appropriation, 1037;
declared an urgent Bill, 1652; Committee, 1692;
third reading, 1718.
Sale ofLand (Allotments) Bill-Introduction and first
reading, 846; second reading, 979, 1914; Committee, 1922; remaining stages, 1-923.

Small Business Development Corporation (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 2446;
second reading, 2602.

Soil Conserl'ation and Land Utilization (Appeals)
Bill-Received from Council and first reading, 140;
second reading, 227, 2495; remaining stages, 2496.

South Yarra Project (Subdivision and Management)
Bill-Introduction and first reading, 1421; second
reading, 1584, 2040; remaining stages, 2045.
Council amendments dealt with, 2325.

Stamps and Business Franchise (Tobacco) (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 1533;
second reading, 1609, 1798; appropriation, 1634;
Committee, 1803; remaining stages, 1823. Council amendment dealt with, 2643.

State Electricity Commission (Amendment) BillIntroduction, first reading and appropriation, 1112;
second reading, 1284, 1936; remaining stages, 1952.
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Bills-cont in ued
State Electricity Commission (Tree Clearance) BillReceived from Council and first reading, 1823.

State Relief Committee Bill-Introduction and first
reading, 1736; second reading, 1884.

Superannuation Schemes Amendment Bill-Introduction and first reading, 1737; second reading,
1867,2447; appropriation, 2092, 2461; Committee, 2461; remaining stages, 2462.

Town and Country Planning (Brothels) BiIIReceived from Council and first reading, 2532.

Town and Country Planning (Planning Schemes)
Bill-Received from Council and first reading,
2166; second reading, 2247, 2592; remaining stages,
2592.

Town and Country Planning (Westernport) BiIIReceived from Council and first reading, 1399;
second reading, 1512, 2497; third reading, 2510.

Transfer of Land (Share Interests) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 2446; second reading, 2610.

Transport (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and first
reading, 1424; second reading, 1574,2057,2095;
appropriation, ·1634; Committee, 2112; remaining
stages, 2134. Council amendments dealt with,
2601.

Transport (Victorian Ports Authority) Bill-Second
reading, 22, 1468, 1591; appropriation, 55; Committee, 1602, 1635; third reading, 1651.

Trustee (Secondary Mortgage Market Amendment)
Bill-Second reading, 2466; remaining stages,
2467.

Uniting Church in Australia (Trust Property) BiIlReceived from Council and first reading, 1399;
second reading, 1428,2486; declared a private Bill
and motion to treat as public Bill agreed to, 2486;
remaining stages, 2487.

Urban Land Authority (Amendment) Bill-Second
reading, 24, 628; remaining stages, 635.

Vermin and Noxious Weeds (Amendment) BiIIIntroduction and first reading, 1422; second reading, 1582, 2253; appropriation, 1634; Committee,
2266; remaining stages, 2270.
Water Acts (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and first
reading, 1131; second reading, 1285, 2135; declared
an urgent Bill, 2149; Committee, 2164; remaining
stages, 2166. Council amendments dealt with,
2601.

Westernport (Oil Refinery) (Further Agreement) BillSecond reading, 124; remaining stages, 140.

Wills (Amendment) Bill-Received from Council and
first reading, 1823.

Wrongs (Contribution) Bill-Received from Council and first reading, 88; second reading, 222, 2467;
remaining stages, 2468.
Bingo (See "Gambling".)
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Births, Deaths and Marriages, Registry of-Microfilming of historical records, 1303, 1305.
Brambles Liquid Waste Disposals, Tullamarine, 1632.
Broadmeadows-Site for hospital, 1829, 1833. Jacana
Recreation Study, 2077.
Brothels-Prohibition, 88. In Wells Road, Seaford, 733,
734,2433. Repeal of Planning (Brothels) Act 1984,
1735.

Brown, Mr A. J.-continued
Urban Land Authority (Amendment) Bill, 628.
Western port (Oil Refinery) (Further Agreement) Bill,
124.
Brown, Mr Jim-Reporting of Nunawading Province
by-election, 1006, 1011, 1277.
Budget for 1985-86-Debate, 309, 754, 1046, 1131,
1220, 1328, 1332, 1366. Community support,
q 40 I. Effects, q 404, q 2350.

Brown, Mr A. J. (Gippsland West)
Address-in-Reply, 228.
Appropriation (1985-86, No. I) Bill, 813.
Building Societies-Interest rates, q 2009.
Consumer Affairs-Peninsula Vehicle Sales Pty Ltd,
650,2483.
Co-operation (Amendment) Bill, 1580, 2314, 2322,
2323.
Education-Choice of English literature in schools,
2080. Wonthaggi High School, 2080.
Electoral-Nunawading Province by-election, q 945,
q 1029, q 1416.
Grievances, 650.
Housing-Interest rates, q 2009.
Housing (Commonwealth-State-Northern Territory Agreement) Bill, 892, 982.
Maguire, Mr-Allegations of Minister for Police and
Emergency Services, q 1416.
Ministry, The-Travel and accommodation of
Premier, q 744. Staff involvement in Nunawading
Province by-election, q 945, q 1029.
Motor Car Traders Committee-Licensing of Mr
Richard Renzella, 650.
Mountain District Cattlemen's Association of Victoria-Allegations about Mr Maguire, q 1416.
Peninsula Vehicle Sales Pty Ltd, 650, 2483.
Personal Explanation, 2483.
Phillip Island-Land slip, 454.
Points of Order-Propriety of Minister for Police
and Emergency Services, I 128. Relevancy of
remarks, 1131, 1134. Offensive remark, 1702.
Police Department-Inquiry into Nunawading
Province by-election, q 945.
Residential Tenancies Bill, 327, 1656, 1693.
Road Construction Authority-Phillip Island tourist road, 454. Street lighting for Dandenong-Hastings and Cranbourne-Frankston roads
intersection, 1517.
Road Traffic Authority-Traffic on Phillip Island,
454.
State Electricity Commission-Street lighting, 1517.
Union bans in Latrobe Valley, q 2090.
State Electricity Commission (Amendment) Bill,
1936.
State Electricity Commission (Tree Clearance) Bill,
1823.

Builders Labourers Federation (See "Unions".)
Building and Construction Industry-Tax avoidance,
q 85. Capital works program, q 944. New building
approvals, q 1732. Industrial unrest, q 2001. (See
also "Unions".)
Building Societies-Interest rates, q 2009.
"Bulletin", The-Statement on Supply, 839. Tapes of
interview between Mr Richard Farmer and Leader
of the Opposition, 1003, 1004, 1007, 1008, q 1028,
q 1030, q 1034, q 1121, 1130, 1280, 1283.
Bus Services (See "Metropolitan Transit Authority".)
Business of the House-Sessional Orders, 202, 1611,
1614. Debate of matters of public importance,
1300, 1305. Repeated quorum calls, 1404, 1406,
1611, 1614. Production of tape recordings in
House, q 1528, 1553. Ringing of bells for divisions
and quorums, 1611, 1614. Legislative program,
q 2215.
C
Cain, Mr J. (Bundoora)
Administrative Arrangements Orders-Presentation, 11, 12, 13, 482, 845, 1533, 2444.
Administrative Law (University Visitor) Bill, 934.
Agriculture and Rural Affairs, Department of-Rural
Affairs Office, q 1235. Assistance to farmers,
q 1838.
Aichi Prefecture-Vote of thanks to Government,
2549.
Alcoa of Australia LtdGeneral-Premier's overseas visit, q 843.
Portland Smelter-First National Resource Trust,
q 472. Joint venture, q 743. Progress, q 1124. Aowon of national wage determination to Builders
Labourers Federation, q 2004, q 2087, q 2217.
Anglican Church of Australia Bill, 55.
APM Ltd, Maryvale-Effluent discharge into Latrobe River, 79.
Associations Incorporation (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill, 140.
Australia Acts (Request) Bill, 89, 219, 1399.
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Cain, Mr J.-continued
Australian Bicentennial Authority-Golden handshake to Dr Armstrong, Q 2. Appointment of Mr
Bruce Grant, q 81.
Australian Labor Party-Donation to Frankston
councillor, 832. Staff involvement in Nunawading
Province by-election, q 746, q 1030, q 1121.
Banks-Home loans for low income families, q 1416.
Holidays, 2657.
Bechtel Pacific Corporation Ltd-Flow-on of
national wage determination to Builders Labourers Federation, q 2217, q 2352.
Bendigo-Ordnance factory, q 188.
Budget for 1985-86-Community support, q 402.
Building and Construction Industry-Tax avoidance, q 86. Industrial unrest, q 200 I. Government
policy on Builders Labourers Federation, q 2437.
Bulletin. The-Tapes of interview between Richard
Farmer and Leader of the Opposition, q 1028.
Campbell, J. H., Esq.-Retirement, 194.
Chisholm Institute of Technology-Director, Q 407,
q 481.
Christmas Felicitations, 2645.
Clerk, The-Retirement of J. H. Cam pbell , Esq.,
194.
Colombia-Government assistance to victims of
volcanic eruption, q 2443.
Community Employment Program-Allocation to
Dollar Sweets Co. Pty Ltd, q 86.
Conservation, Forests and LandsDepartment of-Unregistered vehicles, q 6.
Lands-Replacement parklands for National Tennis Centre, q 304, q 306, q 405.
Constitution (Governor's Salary and Pension) Bill,
827,890,931,934.
Corporate Affairs Office-Trustees Executors and
Agency Co. Ltd inquiry, q 1317.
Crimes (Amendment) Bill, 934.
Dairy Industry-Suicides of farmers, Q 1527. Costs
and incomes, q 1527. Decentralization grants,
q 1840.
Director of Public Prosecutions (Amendment) Bill,
557.
Dollar Sweets Co. Pty Ltd-Police protection, q 85.
Government allocation, q 86.
Economy, The-Performance, q 479. Private business investment, q 840. Federal Government taxation policies, q 1027, q 1123. Commonwealth
grants, q 2218.
Education-Director of Ch is holm Institute ofTechnology, q 407, q 481. Teachers' strike, q 103l.
Restructure of Ministry, q 1731.
Electoral-Nunawading Province by-election, q 300,
q 471, q 472, q 549, q 644, q 645, q 646, q 746,
q 945, q 1028, q 1029, q 1030, q 1034, q 1121,
q 1233, q 1317, q 1326, q 1413, q 2544.
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Cain, Mr J.-continued
Employment-Statistics, q 3, Q 479. Bendigo ordnance factory, q 188. Effect of private business
investment, q 840. Federal Government taxation
policies, q 1027, q 1123. Effects of Government
sanctions on South Africa, q 1412.
Environment Protection Authority-APM Ltd,
Maryvale, 79.
Essential Services Act-Invoking of, Q 1631.
First National Resource Trust-Subscriptions, q 472.
Frankston Baptist Centre, 78, q 554.
Government Departments and InstrumentalitiesUnregistered vehicles, Q 4, Q 6, q 82, q 307.
INWATTS telephone service, q 9. Unpaid account
of Police Department, 79. Payment of accounts,
q 303. Aow-on of national wage determination to
Builders Labourers Federation, q 2087. Staff travel
arrangements, Q 2439.
Government Media Unit-Information on Governor of Victoria, q 647.
Government, The-Consultants' reports on public
opinion, q 843.
Governor, The-Overseas travel, Q 643, q 647. Resignation, 710, Q 841. Supply of vehicle, 832.
Appointment of new Governor, q 2541.
Hospitals-Waiting lists, Q I, Q 943. Referral of publie patients to private hospitals, 182. Nursing dispute: wage offer, q 471, q 745. Royal Melbourne,
q 2085.
Housing-Home ownership, Q 1416. Interest rates,
q 1839.
Industrial Affairs-Government action against
Builders Labourers Federation, q 2001, q 2003.
Royal Melbourne Hospital dispute, Q 2085. Sacking of public servants involved in disputes, Q 2086.
Interpretation of Legislation (Further Amendment)
Bill,557.
Legislative Council-President: deliberative vote,
Q 192, q 479; powers, q 407.
Local Government-Restructure, q 192.
Medical Services-Government wage offer to nurses,
q 745. Nursing dispute, Q 943.
Members, The-Travel and accommodation
concessions of Hon. J. L. Dixon and Hon. M. J.
Amold, q 844.
Metropolitan Transit Authority-Strike by Australian Railways Union, q 1631, q 1837.
Ministerial Statement-Resignation of Governor,
710.
Ministry, The-Confidentiality of Cabinet documents, q 192. Staff involvement in Nunawading
Province by-election, q 471, Q 472, Q 549, Q 644,
q 645, q 646, Q 746, Q 945, q 1029, q 1121, Q 1326.
Travel and accommodation of Premier, q 743,
q 744, q 750, q 839, q 840, Q 841, Q 843. Pre-empting of investigations by Minister for Police and
Emergency Services, q 1233.
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Cain, Mr J.-continued
Municipalities-Restructure, q 192. Donation to
Frankston councillor, 832.
National Tennis Centre-Progress, q 1730. Builders
Labourers Federation bans, q 2007, q 2089, q 2220.
National Tennis Centre Bill, 523.
""New Wave" Concert-Cancellation, q 1326.
Parliament-Prorogation, q 2348. Processes of and
disposition of business, 2558.
Planning and Environment-Effluent discharge into
La Trobe River, 79.
Point of Order-Question time is for Government
business, 300.
Police De'partment-Hire of senior citizens' club at
Torquay, 79. Internal charges against policewoman Casey, 398. Inquiry into Nunawading
Province by-election how-to-vote cards, q 471,
. q 472, q 549, q 644, q 645, q 646, q 945, q 1034,
q ·1326, q 1413, q 2544. Investigation into discount airfares of staff, q 745, q 944.
Premier and'Cabinet, Department ofthe-Appointment of consultant, 2656.
Primary Industries-Industrial protection, q 84.
Suicides of dairy farmers, q 1527.
Property and Services, Department of-Appointment of consultants, 2656.
Public Holidays-27 December 1985,2657.
Public Prosecutions, Director of-Charges against
policewoman Casey, 398.
Public Service-Golden handshakes to employees,
q 2. Exchange of staff with private sector, q 190.
Sacking of officers involved in industrial disputes,
q 2086. Holidays, 2657.
Public Service Board-Former chairman, Or Cullen, q 190.
Public Works Department-Aow-on of national
wage determination to Builders Labourers Federation, q 2352.
Rape-Within marriage, q 2.
Residential Tenancies Bill, 1655.
Retirement VilIage-Frankston Baptist Centre, 78,
q 554.
River Murray-Planning and management of Murray-Darling basin area, q 2005.
Road Traffic Authority-Unregistered Government
vehicles, q 4, q 6, q 82, q 307.
Rural Finance Commission-Housing interest rates,
.
q 1839.
Rutherglen-Visit by Premier, q 1235.
Salinity-In Murray-Darling basin area, q 2005.
South Africa-Government sanctions, q 1317,
q 1412, q 2215. Visit by officer of Victorian Tourism Commission, q 1842.
Sport and Recreation-National Tennis Centre,
q 304, q 306, q 405, q 1730, q 2007, q 2089, q 2220.
State Bank-Housing interest rates, q 1839. Performance, q 2348.

Cain, Mr J.-continued
State Finance-Commonwealth grants, q 2218.
State Relief Committee Bill, 1736.
State Tender Board-Govemment sanctions against
South Africa, q 1317.
State Transport Authority-Strike by Australian
Railways Union, q 1631, q 1837.
Supreme Court-Report of judges for 1984, 13.
Taxation-Of fringe benefits, q 549. Federal Government policies, q 1027, q 1123.
Telecom-Emergency service for country Victoria,
q 5. INWA TTS telephone service, q 9.
Trustees Executors and Agency Co. Lld-Inquiry,
q 1317.
Unions-Builders Labourers Federation: proposed
legislation, q 1322; Government action, q 200 I;
Government's policy, q 2003, q 2437; national
wage determination, q 2004; National Tennis
Centre, q 2007, q 2089, q 2220; flow-on of national
wage determination, q 2087, q 2217, q 2352. Australian Railways Union, q 1631, q 1837. Hospital
Employees Federation, q 2085.
Victoria-Contribution to bicentennial celebrations, q 81. I 50th anniversary celebrations, q 1326,
q 2355.
Victorian Dairy Industry Authority-Management,
q 1238.
Victorian Farmers and Graziers Association-Government assistance to farmers, q 1838.
Victorian Tourism Commission-Visit by officer to
South Africa, q 1842. Sale of airline tickets to South
Africa, q 2215. Travelling expenses of chairman,
q 2439.
Victorian Women's Trust-Allocation of funds,
q 2543.
Wages-Aow-on of national wage determination to
Builders Labourers Federation, q 2087, q 2217.
Women-Rape within marriage, q 2.
Wrongs (Contribution) Bill, 88.
Calcutta Sweepstakes, q 4.
Callister, Miss V. J. (Morwell)
Alcoa of Australia Ltd-Portland smelter joint venture, q 743.
APM Ltd, Maryvale-Effluent disposal, 680.
Appropriation (1985-86, No. I) Bill, 1098.
Conservation, Forests and Lands, Department ofTermimltion of s~rvices of Or Grose, 216.
Consumer Affairs-Services of Ministry, q 2006.
Education-Yallourn College ofT AFE, 181. School
buses, 544.
Environment Protection Authority-Effluent discharge into La Trobe River, 681.
Gas and Fuel Corporation-Concession for liquefied petroleum gas users, q 403.
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Callister, Miss V. J.-continued
Grievances, 680.
Latrobe Valley-Government offices, 455.
Latrobe Valley Water and Sewerage Board-Ocean
outfall for Latrobe Valley effluent, 680.
Municipalities-Selfinquiry on finances, q 2541.
Murray Goulburn factory, 1418.
National Parks (Alpine National Park) Bill, 696.
Petition-Murray Goulburn Factory, 1418.
Point of Order-Relevancy of remarks, 1335.
Property and Services, Department of-Government offices in Latrobe Valley, 455.
Public Works Department-Yallourn College of
TAFE,181.
Residential Tenancies Bill, 1709.
Road Construction Authority-Princes Highway
East, 76. Healesville Freeway, 181.
State Electricity Commission-Concessions, q 403.
State Transport Authority-Bus services for country
students, 544.
Traralgon-Youth services, 681.
Rulings and Statements as Acting SpeakerDebate-Interjections, 806.
Campbell. J. H., Esq.-Retirement, 194.
Canneries-Claim for 36-hour week, q 1629.
Caravan Park-At Mount Martha, 733, 735.
Caroline Chisholm Society, 1267.
Cathie, Mr I. R. (Carrum)
Aboriginal Land (Framlingham Forest) Bill, 1736,
1969.
Apprentices-Technical training scheme for girls,
1984.
Caravan Park-At Mount Martha, 735.
Chisholm Institute of Technology-Director, q 4,
q 81, q 187, q 188, q 189, q 302, q 551.
Conservation, Forests and Lands, Department ofTermination of services of Or Grose, 208. Management policies and practices, q 551. Mount
Martha Caravan Park, 735. Haymarket site, Geelong, 1226. Rainforests in Rodger River area, 1522.
EducationBuildi ngs and Grounds-Capital works expenditure,
q 2091. Plumbers and Gasfitters Employees Union
bans, q 2354.
Department-Unregistered vehicles, q 7. Just Friends
booklet, 79. Director-General, q 1323, q 1626,
1726.
General-Community languages, q 8. Blackburn
report, 256. Media studies: pornographic video
movies, q 403. Phillip Hostel, Maribymong, q 473,
2083. Publication, International Youth Year. 2083.
Information on Halley's comet, 2336. Proposed
certificate of education, 2336.
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Cathie, Mr I. R.-continued

Land-Sale in City of Doncaster and Templestowe,
2538.
Ministry oJ-Restructure, q 1626, q 1628, q 2354,
q 2356.
Post-secondary-Chisholm Institute of Technology
Director, q 4, q 81, q 187, q 188, q 189, q 302,
q 551. Entry requirements of universities and tertiary institutions, q 301. Funding: of places in tertiary institutions, q 306; for T AFE colleges on
Mornington Peninsula, 1615. Youth Traineeship
Scheme, q 1734. TAFE examination papers,
q 2355. Physical education course at Rusden State
College, 2436. T AFE colleges, q 2441.
Schools. High-Ballarat, q 403. Whittlesea Technical High, 641. Wonthaggi, 2082. Choice of English
literature, 2082.
Schools. Primary-Montpellier, 256. Ayr Street,
Doncaster, 400. Yarra Glen, 735. Mulgrave, 1I 19.
Sussex Heights, 1120. Frankston Heights, 1226.
New school for Lakewood estate, 1226. Casterton,
1615. Closure, q 2218.
Schools. Registered-Croydon Community School,
735.
Schools. Secondary-Closure, q 2218.
Schools. Technical-Horsham, 459. Syndal, 547.
Whittlesea Technical High, 641. Brighton, 1616.
Apprenticeship scheme for girls, 1984.
Students-Transport to higher school certificate
examinations, q 1630.
Teachers-Strike: by Technical Teachers Union of
Victoria,q 301,q 477,q 550,q 750,q 1033,q 1417,
q 2220; by Victorian Secondary Teachers Association, q 750, q 1033, q 1417, q 2220; by Victorian
Teachers Union, q 750, q 1033, q 1417, q 2220.
Paedophiles, q 474. Victorian Teachers Union log
of claims, 836. Specialist staff for Hamilton district, 1615.
Education (Miscellaneous Matters) Bill, 1422, 1602.
Employment-Community Employment Program
funding for Brighton Technical School, 1616.
Fairfield Land Bill, 140.
Forests and Country Fire Authority (Penalties) Bill,
1510,1581,2527.
Forests (Wood Pulp Agreement) (Amendment) Bill,
2166,2246.
Geelong-Haymarket site, 1226.
Government Departments and InstrumentalitiesUnregistered vehicles, q 7.
Halley's Comet-Seminar at Phillip Institute of
Technology, Bundoora, 2336.
Healesville Shire Council-Yarra Glen Primary
School, 735.
Hostels-Phillip Hostel, Maribymong, q 473, 2083.
International Youth Year-Publication, International Youth Year, 2083.
Land (Miscellaneous Matters) Bill, 2292, 2326.
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Cathie, Mr I. R.-continued
Melbourne Cricket Ground (Amendment) Bill, 2213.
Melbourne University (Amendment) Bill, 1422,
1604, 2290, 2292.
National Parks (Alpine National Park) Bill, 1466.
Point of Order-Wording of amendment, 212.
Police Department-Werribee police station, 1726.
Public Service Board-Restructure of Ministry of
Education, q 1626, q 1628. Report on former Education Department, 1726.
Public Works Department-Schools capital works
expenditure, q 2091.
Road Traffic Authority-Unregistered Government
vehicles, q 7.
Small Business Development Corporation (Amendment) Bill, 2446, 2602.
Soil Conservation and Land Utilization (Ap{leals)
Bill, 140, 2496.
State Finance-Commonwealth capital works allocation, q 2354.
Technical and Further Education Board-Funding
for colleges on Mornington Peninsula, 1615. Youth
Traineeship Scheme, q 1734.
Unions-Technical Teachers Union of Victoria,
q 301, q 477, q 550, q 750, q 1033, q 1417, q 2220.
Builders Labourers Federation: work experience
program, Horsham Techriical School, 459. Victorian Secondary Teachers Association, q 750,
q 1033, q 1417, q 2220. Victorian Teachers Union,
q 750, 836, q 1033, q 1417, q 2220. Plumbers and
Gasfitters Employees Union, q 2354.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds (Amendment) Bill,
1422,1582,2265,2267,2268,2269,2270.
Victorian Economic Development CorporationInterest rates, 2538.
Victorian Institute of Secondary Education-Transport of students to higher school certificate examinations, q 1630.
Victorian Post-Secondary Education Commission-Funding of places in tertiary institutions,
q 306.
Video Cassettes-Pornographic, q 403.
Youth-Funding for programs on Momington Peninsula, 1615.
Chairman of Committees, The (Mr W. F. Fogarty)

Rulings and StatementsDebate-Distribution of amendments, 627. Relevancy of remarks, 1335, 1352, 1353, 1360, 1639.
Decorum of honourable members, 1349, 1352.
Audible conversation, 1358. Personal explanation
not point of order, 1702.

Rulings and Statements as Deputy SpeakerDebate-Relevancy of remarks, 109,852,1148,2584.
Tabling of quoted documents, 154, 674, 1197.
Availability of quoted documents, 155. Decorum

Chairman of Committees-continued
of honourable members, 155, 157, 506. Interjections, 506, 957,1091. Offensive remarks, 506,683,
1254, 1747. Order of call, 526. Presence of Ministers in House, 1147. Instruction to Serjeant-atArms to remove persons from the public gallery,
1671. Identification of quoted document, 1859.
Children-

General-Child care centre for City of Waverley,
1115, 1119.

Pre-school-Education, 556, 1036, 1129,2011. Child
care and kindergarten programs, 949, 1418,2092,
2357. Kindergarten facilities in Bendigo area, 1521,
1524. Bassinet loan scheme, q 2356. WorkCare
costs to kindergartens, 2434.
China-Trade with Victoria, q 744.
Chisholm Institute of Technology-Director, q 4, q 81,
q 187, q 188, q 189, q 302, q 406, q 480, q 551.
Christmas Felicitations, 2645.
Clerk, Assistant-Appointment, 194.
Clerk, Deputy-Appointment, 194.
Clerk, Second Assistant-Appointment, 1328.
Clerk, The-Retirement of J. H. Campbell, Esq., 194.
Appointment, 194.
Coal Miners Accident Relief Board-Report, 2549.
Coghill, Dr K. A. (Werribee)
Alcoa of Australia Ltd-Premier's overseas visit,
q 843.
Animals-Proposed drug and chemical safety
evaluation centre, 1832.
Appropriation (1985-86, No. I) Bill, 789, 1336, 1339,
1345, 1353, 1361.
Australian Direct Marketing Association-Standards for newspaper advertisements, 1005.
Business of the House-Debate of matters of public
importance, 1300. Repeated quorum calls, 1404.
Ringing of bells for divisions and quorums, 1611.
Campbell, J. H., Esq.-Retirement, 199.
China-Trade with Victoria, q 744.
Clerk, The-Retirement of J. H. Campbell, Esq.,
199.
Consumer Affairs-Advertising of Neo-tech, 1005.
Decentralized Industry Incentive Payments
(Amendment) Bill, 2210.
Economy, The-Commonwealth grants, q 2218.
Grain Industry-Deregulation of freight transport,
2432.
Grievances, 653, 1248, 1856, 1914.
Health, Department of-Funding for information
leaflets on diethylstilboestrol, 2079.
Hospital-Werribee District, 1327.
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Coghill, Or K. A.-continued
Industry, Technology and Resources-Australian
Information Technology Awards, Q 305. Trade
with China, Q 744. Proposed drug and chemical
safety evaluation centre, 1832.
Liberal Party-Policies, 653, 1248, 1253, 1856.
Ministry, The-Travel and accommodation of
Premier, Q 843.
National Parks (Alpine National Park) Bill, 706.
Personal Explanation, 1914.
Petition-Werribee District Hospital funding, 1327.
Points of Order-Offensive remarks, 683. Right to
speak in debate, 1340. Availability of Quoted
document, 1347. Relevancy of remarks, 1352.
Imputations against members, 1505, 1685.
Police Department-Werribee police station, 1721.
Privatization, 1248.
Road Construction Authority-Forsyth Road overpass, 1114.
Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals-Proposed drug and chemical safety evaluation centre, 1832.
SessionalOrders~Riilging of bells for divisions and
Quorums, 1611.
State Finance-Commonwealth grants, Q 2218.
State Transport Authority-Deregulation of grain
freight transport, 2432.
Coleman, Mr C. G. (Syndal)
Apprentices-Technical training scheme for girls,
1981.
Appropriation (1985-86, No. 1) Bill, 1178.
Education-Syndal Technical School, 545. Sussex
Heights Primary School, 1118.
Environment Protection (Industrial Waste) Bill,
2386.
Fairfield Land Bill, 982.
Forests and Country Fire Authority (Penalties) Bill,
2522.
Forests (Wood Pulp Agreement) (Amendment) Bill,
2587.
Historic Buildings (Amendment) Bill, 2056.
Hospitals-Social worker for Muscular Dystrophy
Association of Victoria at Royal Children's, 1007.
Housing (Commonwealth-State-Northern Territory Agreement) Bill, 1371.
Land (Miscellaneous Matters) Bill, 2597.
Land Tax-On sand excavation pits, 254.
Land Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1761.
Melbourne Cricket Ground (Amendment) Bill, 2594.
Metropolitan Transit Authority-Railway station car
parking facilities: Glen Waverley, 635; Mount
Waverley, 1225.
Motor Car (Photographic Detection Devices) Bill,
2023, 2029, 2528.
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Coleman, Mr C. G.-continued
Muscular Dystrophy Association of VictoriaFunding for social worker, 1007.
National Parks (Alpine National Park) Bill, 55, 1453.
National Tennis Centre Bill, 568.
Oakleigh-Street lighting, 1724.
Points of Order--Offensive remark, 1453. Relevancy of remarks, 1919.
Police Department-Booking of cars parked at
Mount Waverley railway station, 1225.
Sale of Land (Allotments) Bill, 1916, 1923.
Soil Conservation and Land Utilization (Appeals)
Bill, 2495.
State Electricity Commission-Street lighting in City
of Oakleigh, 1724.
Urban Land Authority (Amendment) Bill, 632.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds (Amendment) Bill,
2253,2267,2268,2269.
Colombia-Govemment assistance to victims of volcanic eruption, q 2443.
Community Employment Program-Allocation to
picketers of Dollar Sweets Co. Pty Ltd, Q 86.
Funding for Brighton Technical School, 1614,
1616. Purchase of vehicles by Ethnic Affairs Commission, Q 1630, Q 1732.
Community ServicesChildren-Child care and kindergarten programs,
556,949,1036, 1129,1418,2011,2092,2357. Child
care centre for City ofWaverley, 1115, 1119. Kindergarten facilities in Bendigo area, 1521, 1524.
Bassinet loan scheme, Q 2356.
Department oJ-Construction of Box Hill child care
centre, 1302. Unpaid accounts, 1614.
Conservation, Forests and LandsConservation-Mount Martha Caravan Park area,
733,735. Tree clearance in Dandenongs, 831, 835.
Burning-off in Big Desert, 1006, 1012. Parkland
alienation for tennis centre, 2011. Flora and fauna,
2357.
Department oJ-Unregistered vehicles, Q 1, Q 6. Termination of services of Or Grose, 202. Unpaid
accounts, Q 303. Management policies and practices, q 551.
Forests-Rainforests in Rodger River area, 1518,
1522. Preservation, 2444.
Lands-Replacement parklands for National Tennis Centre, Q 304, Q 306, Q 405, Q 2011. Haymarket site, Geelong, 1221, 1226. Army Officer Cadet
School, Portsea, 1831, 1833.
Construction Industry Loog Service Leave BoardWorkers' entitlements, 1270.
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Consumer Affairs-

General-Offensive greeting cards, 394, 399.Peninsula Vehicle Sales Pty Ltd, 650, 2483. Safeway
supermarket stores, 730, 734. House builders' liability, q 844. Advertising of Neo-tech, 1005, 1013.
Labelling of pet food, 1278. Electronic funds
transfer system, q 1323. Roof painting fraud, 140 I,
1408. Sale of replica guns, 1521, 1524. Easy key
kit, q 1532. Safety helmets for cyclists, 2430, 2435.
Hair restoration treatment, 2533, 2537.
Ministry of-Services, q 2006. Breaches of consumer law, q 2441.

Cooper, Mr R. F. (Mornington)
Ambulance Services-Resolution of Legislative
Council, 1297.
Appropriation (1985-86, No. I) Bill, 822.
Construction Industry Long SerVice Leave (Amendment) Bill, 1895, 1904, 1907, 1913.
Forests and Country Fire Authority (Penalties) Bill,
2525.
Housing-Vacant Mordialloc property, 2532.
Housing (Commonwealth-State-Northern Territory Agreement) Bill, 1378.
Local Government (Rating Appeals) Bill, 117, 122,
1370.
Long Service Leave (Portable Benefits) Bill, 2412.
Metropolitan Transit Authority-Sale of railway
reservation land in Mornington area, 78.
Ministry, The-Censure of Minister for Local Government, 1540.
Motor Car (Photographic Detection Devices) Bill,
1960,2030,2033,2035,2036.
Municipalities-Censure of Minister for Local Government, 1540. Oakleigh City Council, 1002.
Petitions-State Electricity Commission (Clearance
of Lines) Act 1983, 11. Submarine contract, 2549.
Residential Tenancies BiJI, 1703.
Sale of Land (Allotments) Bill, 981, 1914, 1922, 1923.
State Electricity Commission (Clearance of Lines)
Act,ll.
Town and Country Planning (Westernport) Bill,
2503.
Transport (Amendment) Bill, 2102, 2129.
Transport (Victorian Ports Authority) Bill, 1591,
1643,1647.
Westernport-Submarine contract, 2549.
Westemport (Oil Refinery) (Further Agreement) Bill,
129.

Co-operative Housing Societies-Government home
loans, q 6. Frankston Rental Housing Co-operative, 395, 399. Funding, q 475.

Corporate Affairs Office-Takeovers by large monopolies, 686. Trustees Executors and Agency Co.
Ltd inquiry, q 1317.
Country Fire Authority-Unpaid accounts, ).i4, 547.
HAZMA T scheme, q 1734.

Crabb, Mr S. M. (Knox)
Apprentices-Success at International Skill Olympics, Osaka, q 1323.
Bank Holidays (Amendment) Bill, 428.
Canneries-Claim for 36-hour week, q 1629.
Constitution (Governor's Salary and Pension) Bill,
922.
Construction Industry Long Service Leave (Amendment) Bill, 1422, 1563.
Dangerous Goods~Placarding, q 308.
Electoral-Nunawading Province by-election,
q 1125.
Employment and Industrial AffairsEmployment-Voluntary contracts, q 5. Youth
Guarantee Scheme, q 555. Of youth, q 842. Effects
of Government sanctions on South Africa, q 1417.
Industrial disruption, 2227. In hospitality industry, q 2544.
Industrial AffairS-Amalgamation of food industry
unions, q 555. Bans imposed by Builders Labourers Federation, q 1238. Royal Melbourne Hospital dispute, q 2086. Disruption in Victoria, 2227.
Unemployment-Statistics, q 1624.
Employment and Training (Rebates) Bill, 1736.
Food Industry-Amalgamation of unions, q 555.
Hairdressers Registration (Repeal) Bill, 2093, 2245,
2520,2522.
Hospital-Royal Melbourne, q 1730, q 2086.
Industrial Relations (Amendment) Bill, 1736.
Industrial Relations (Complementary Industrial
Relations System) Bill, 483,557,865.
International Skill Olympics-Success of Australian
apprentices, q 1323.
Labour and Industry (Registration Fees) Bill, 1422,
1567.
Long Service Leave (Portable Benefits) Bill, 1737,
1974,2426, 2428.
Ministry, The-Involvement of Minister for
Employment and Industrial Affairs in Nunawading Province by-election, q 1125.
Occupational Health and Safety CommjssionMembers, q 474.
Points of Order-Un parliamentary expression, 724.
Ministers not refusing to answer questions, 1266.
Propriety of remarks, 2407. Aspersions not to be
cast on judiciary, 2408.
Public Service-Collection of union fees, q 2006.
South Africa-Government sanctions, q 1417.
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Crabb, Mr S. M.-continued
State Electricity Commission-Union bans in
Latrobe Valley, q 2090.
Unions-Food Industry Unions Federation of Australia. q 555. Food Preservers Union of Australia,
q 1629. Hospital Employees Federation, q 1730,
q 2086. Collection offees. q 2006. Industrial disruption,2227.
Youth-Employment. q 842.
Crime (See "Police Department-Crime".)
Crown Solicitor-Legal opinion to Government, q 406.
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Culpin, Mr J. A. (Broadmeadows)
Apprentices-Success at International Skill Olympics, Osaka, q 1323.
Broadmeadows-Site for hospital, 1829. Jacana
Recreation Study, 2077.
Consumer Affairs-Breaches of consumer law,
q 2441.
Helicopters-Search for supermarket trolleys, 1723.
Hospital-For Broadmeadows, 1829.
International Skill Olympics-Success of Australian
apprentices, q 1323.
Municipal Association ofVictoria-Goulburn group,
2335.
Municipalities-Restructure, 2335.
Planning and Environment-Supermarket trolleys,
1723.
Sport and Recreation-Jacana Recreation Study for
Broadmeadows, 2077.
Supermarkets-Helicopter search for trolleys, 1723.
Taxi Industry-Availability and standards of taxis,
q 476.

Crozier, Mr D. G. (Portland)
Address-in-Reply, 438.
Appropriation (1985-86, No. I) Bill, 1102.
Children-Child care and kindergarten programs,
2092.
Education-Casterton Primary School, 1613.
Specialist stafffor Hamilton district, 1613.
Electoral-Nunawading Province by-election,
q 1236.
Cunningham, MrD. J. (Derrimut)
Energy Resources-Home Energy Advisory Service,
Education-Strike by Technical Teachers Union of
2331.
'
Victoria, q 301. Teachers' strike, q t033. RestrucFirearms (Amendment) Bill, 1572,2270,2283,2284.
ture of Ministry, q 1628.
Forests and Country Fire Authority (Penalties) Bill,
Petition-Melton and Exford land rezoning, 408.
2524.
Public Service Board-Restructure of Ministry of
Gambling-Racing confidence trickster, 252.
Education, q 1628.
Government Departments and InstrumentalitiesUnions-Technical Teachers Union of Victoria,
Unregistered vehicles, q 4.
q 301, q 1033. Victorian Secondary Teachers
Home Energy Advisory Service-Extension of serAssociation, q t033. Victorian Teachers Union,
vices to country areas, 2331.
q 1033.
Members-Involvement of honourable member for
Waverley Province in Nunawading Province byelection, q 1236.
D
Petition-Child care and kindergarten programs,
2092.
Dancing-Ballroom: recognition as sport, q 2004.
Points of Order-Rule of sub judice, tOtO. Ruling of Dandenongs-Tree clearance by State Electricity
Chair being ignored, tOll.
Commission, 831, 835.
Police DepartmentDangerous
Goods-Placarding, q 308. HAZMA T
Crime-Paedophilia, q 476.
scheme,
q 1734, q 2091.
General-Drug Squad, q 2221.
Decentralization-Grants to dairy industry, q 1840.
Statf~lnternal charges against policewoman Casey,
393. Overtime payments, 458. Transfer of Senior
Sergeant Barry Dickson, q 552. Drug Squad,
q 2221.
Delzoppo, Mr J. E. (Narracan)
Police Regulation (Amendment) Bill, 1923, 1931.
Ambulance Services-Resolution of the Legislative
Public Prosecutions, Director of-Charges against
Council, 1294.
policewoman Casey, 393.
Anglican Church of Australia Bill, 558.
Racing-Confidence trickster, 252.
Brothels-Repeal of Planning (Brothels) Act 1984,
Road Traffic Authority-Fire risk of catalytic con1735.
verters, 1113.
Constitution Act Amendment (Electoral Material)
Road Vehicles-Unregistered Government vehicles,
Bill, The, 1737.
q 4.
Environment Protection (Industrial Waste) Bill,
Transport (Victorian Ports Authority) Bill, 1649.
1609,2359.
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Delzoppo, Mr J. E.-continued
Groundwater (Border Agreement) Bill, 1554.
Local Government (Rating Appeals) Bill, 121. 122.
Petitions-Tourist attractions sign posting, 193.
Brothels, 1735.
Points of Order-Answer to question not to be
debated, 1036. Relevancy of remarks, 2159.
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages
(Amendment) Bill, 865, 889, 890.
Tourism-Signposting of attractions, 193.
Town and Country Planning (Western port) Bill,
2509.
Transfer of Land (Share Interests) Bill, 2446.
Unemployment-Funding for Warragul Workshop,
2077.
Warragul-Funding for workshop, 2077.
Water-Law reform, 934.
Water Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1288, 2135, 2151,
2165.
Water Resources, Department of-Report entitled
"Victorian Water Law Principles and Options for
Reform 1985", 934.
Dickinson, Mr H. R. (South Barwon)
Address-in-Reply, 245.
Anglican Church of Australia Bill, 560.
Appropriation (1985-86, No. 1) Bill, 1173.
Arts. The-Geelong Art Gallery, 1404.
Australia Acts (Request) Bill, 1397.
Barwon-Upgrading of Torquay-Barwon Heads
road,1981.
Constitution (Governor's Salary and Pension) Bill,
926.
Crimes (Amendment) Bill, 2482.
Decentralized Industry Incentive Payments
(Amendment) Bill. 2208.
Education-Montpellier Primary School, 253.
Environment Protection (Industrial Waste) Bill,
2378.
Geelong-Land for police station, 731. Funding for
art gallery, 1404.
Government Departments and InstrumentalitiesUnpaid account of Police Department, 77.
Historic Buildings (Amendment) Bill, 2052.
Magistrates (Summary Proceedings) (Amendment)
Bill. 2485.
Metropolitan Transit Authority-Extra trains for
Geelong on grand final and Show days, 392.
Motor Car (Photographic Detection Devices) Bill,
1965.
National Tennis Centre Bill, 531.
Police Department-Hire of senior citizens' clubrooms, 77. Land for Geelong police station, 731.
Road Construction Authority-Upgrading of
Torquay-Barwon Heads road, 1981.
Transport (Amendment) Bill, 2068.

Dickinson, Mr H. R.-continued
Transport (Victorian Ports Authority) Bill, 1504.
Disaster Services Council-Readiness Review Committee report on State Emergency Service, q 1124,
q 1837, 1865, 1866.
DivisionsAboriginal Land (Framlingham Forest) Bill, 1973.
Appropriation (1985-86, No. 1) Bill, 1328, 1331.
Bank Holidays (Amendment) Bill, 429.
Co-operation (Amendment) Bill, 1580.
Fair Trading Bill, 626.
Grievance Day-Suspension of Standing Order, 1742.
Long Service Leave (Portable Benefits) Bill, 1975,
2427.
Lotteries Gaming and Betting (Amendment) Bill,
1880.
Ministerial Statement-Resignation of Governor,

728.
Motor Car (Photographic Detection Devices) Bill,
2014.
National Parks (Alpine National Park) Bill, 1467.
National Tennis Centre Bill, 586.
Police Regulation (Amendment) Bill, 1933.
Residential Tenancies Bill, 328, 1653, 1691, 1712,
1715,1716,1717,1718,1719.
Superannuation Schemes Amendment Bill, 1873.
Transport (Victorian Ports Authority) Bill, 160 I, 1651.
Water Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1289,2149,2163.
Dollar, Australian-DepreciatiCln, q 2541.
Dollar Sweets Co. Pty Ltd-Police protection, q 85.
Government allocation to picketers, q 86. Industrial dispute, 458, 459, 677.
Drugs (See "Health-Drugs" and "Police Department-Crime" .)
E
Economic and Budget Review Committee-Appointment of members, 409. Report presented: remuneration for visiting staff at public hospitals, 2011.
Economy, The-Rural sector, q 404. Performance,
q 479, q 647. Private business investment, q 840.
Federal taxation policies, q 1027, q 1123. New
building approvals, q 1732. Effects of Government charges on consumer price index, q 1842.
Victorian Development Fund, q 2088. Commonwealth grants, q 2218. Effects of Budget for
1985-86, q 2350. Depreciation of Australian dollar, q 2541.
Edmunds, Mr C. T.-(See "Speaker, The".)
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EducationBuildings and Grounds-Capital works expenditure,
q 2091. Plumbers and Gasfitters Employees Union
bans, q 2354.
Department-Unregistered vehicles, q 7. Just Friends
booklet, 73, 79. Residence attached to Wangoom
Primary School, 1271. Director-General, q 1323,
q 1625, 1720, 1726. Restructure: staff positions,
q 2356.
General-Community languages, q 8. Blackbum
report, 256. Media studies: pornographic video
movies, q 403. Work experience program at Horsham Technical School, 455, 459. Phillip Hostel,
Maribymong, q 473, 1257, 2081, 2082. School
buses, 544, 547. Youth Guarantee Scheme, 637,
640. Of women, 688. Closure of rural schools, 752.
Publication, International Youth Year, 2082, 2083.
Information on Halley's comet, 2332, 2336. Proposed certificate of education, 2333, 2336.
Land-Sale in City of Doncaster and Templestowe,
2535,2538.
Ministry qf-Restructure, q 1625, q 1628, q 1731,
q 2354, q 2356.
Post-secondary-Chisholm Institute of Technology:
termination payment to director, q 4, q 81, q 187,
q 188, q 189, q 302, q 406, q 480, q 551. Yallourn
College of TA FE, 181, 185. Entry requirements of
universities and tertiary institutions, q 301. Community Youth Support Scheme, 637, 640. Funding: of places in tertiary institutions, q 306; for
T AFE colleges on Momington Peninsula, 1613,
1615. Youth Traineeship Scheme, q 1734. T AFE
examination papers, q ~355. Physical education
course at Rusden State College, 2433, 2436. T AFE
colleges reorganization, q 2440. (See also "T echnical and Further Education Board".)
Schools. High-Ballarat, q 403. Whittlesea Technical High, 638, 641. For Rye-Blairgowriearea, 752.
Wonthaggi, 2080, 2082. Choice of English literature, 2080,2082. Closure, q 2218. Warrnambool,
2431. Brentwood, 2656.
Schools. Primary-Montpellier, 253, 256. Ayr Street,
Doncaster, 396, 400. Hawthorn West, 456, 460.
Templestowe Park, 729, 734. Yarra Glen, 732,
735. Closure, 752, q 2218. Mulgrave, 1115, 1119.
Sussex Heights, 1118, 1120. Frankston Heights,
1224, 1226. New school for Lakewood estate 1224
1226. Casterton, 1613, 1615. Kings Park: 1830:
1834. MarysviUe, 2656.
Schools. Registered-Croydon Community School,
731, 735.
Schools, Secondary-Closure, q 2218.

Schools. Technical-Chisholm Institute of Technology, q 4, q 81, q 187, q 188, q 189, q 302, q 406,
q 480, q 551. Horsham, 455,459. Syndal, 545, 547.
Whittlesea Technical High, 638, 641. Brighton,
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Education-continued
1614, 1616. Apprenticeship scheme for girls, 1981,
1984.
Students-Accommodation for country tertiary
students, q 473, 1257,2081,2082. Effect of teachers' strike, q 1031. Transport to higher school certificate examinations during strike, q 1629, q 1631.
Teachers-For western metropolitan region, 193.
Strike: by Technical Teachers Union of Victoria,
q 301, q 477, q 550, q 750, q 1033, q 1417, q 2220;
by Victorian Secondary Teachers Association,
q 750, q 1033, q 1417, q 2220; by Victorian
Teachers Union, q 750, q 1033, q 1417, q 2220.
Paedophiles, q 474. Victorian Teachers Union log
of claims, 828, 836. Numbers, 1259. Specialist staff
for Hamilton district, 1613, 1615.
Electoral-Nunawading Province by-election: how-tovote cards, 251, 256, q 300, q 471, q 472, q 549,
q 644, q 645, q 646, 669, q 746, q 1028, q 1029,
q 1030,q 1034,q 1125, 1222, 1227,q 1317,q 1326;
mountain cattlemen, 829, 836, 935, 941, q 945,
1006, 1011, q 1126, q 1234, q 1236, 1239, 1243,
1244,1245, 1277, q 1320, q 1531; malpractices,
q 1413, q 1416, q 2544. Monash Province election, q 1~)30. Sale of liquor from electorate office
of Mr Graham Ihlein, 1400, 1407. State election
campaign malpractices, q 1413.
Employment and Industrial AfJairsEmployment-Statistics, q 3, q 479. Voluntary contracts, q 4. WorkCare, q 9, q 406. Ordnance factory, Bendigo, q 188. Youth Guarantee Scheme,
q 555,637,640, q 1123. Effect of private business
investment, q 840. Of youth, q 842. Federal Government'S taxation policies, q 1027, q 1123. Effects
of Government sanctions against South Africa,
q 1411, q 1417. Industrial disruption, 2222. In
hospitality industry, q 1123, q 2544. (See also
•• Apprentices".)
Industrial Affairs-Dollar Sweets Co. Pty Ltd dispute q 86, 458, 459, 677. Placarding of dangerous
goods, q 308. Work experience program, Horsham Technical School, 455, 459. Amalgamation
of food industry unions, q 555. Builders labourers Federation: bans imposed, q 1238; Government action against, q 200 1, q 2003. Effects of
disputes and strikes, 1272. Government's industrial relations policy, 1978, 1983. Royal Melbourne Hospital dispute, q 2085. Sacking of public
servants involved in disputes, q 2086. Disruption
in Victoria, 2222. (See also "Unions".)
Training-Block release program for apprentices,
1403. Community Employment Program funding
for Brighton Technical School, 1614, 1616. Technical training scheme for girls, 1981, 1984.
Unemployment~Statistics, q 1624. Funding for
Warragul Workshop, 2077.

(16)

INDEX

Energy Resources-Returnable drink containers, 11.
Conservation program, q 190. Solar power initiatives, q 1840. Home Energy Advisory Service,
2331,2335. (See also "Gas and Fuel Corporation"
and "State Electricity Commission".)
Environment Protection Authority-Noise pollution of
Festival Crescent, Dandenong, 77, 79.
Equal Opportunity-For women in sporting clubs,
1116,1118.

Ernst, Mr G. K. (Bellarine)
Children-Bassi net loan scheme, q 2356.
Metropolitan Transit Authority-Proposed light rail
services. q 2090.
Municipalities~Bassinet loan scheme, q 2356.
Public Works Department-Energy conservation
program. q 1630.
Social Development Committee-Report presented: Psychologists Bill 1984, 1844.
Victorian Tourism Commission-Tourist statistics,
q 299.

Essential Services Act-Invoking of, q 1631, q 1729.
Ethnic Aft'airsCommission-Chairman, q 1322, q 1324, q 1628.
Purchase of vehicles from Community Employment Project grant, q 1630, q 1732. Infiltration by
socialist left, 1845. Staff appointments, 1849.
General-Assistance for ethnic communities, q 407.

Evans, Mr A. T. (BaHarat North)
Address-in-Reply, 384.
Associations Incorporation Act-Subscription fees
for licensed clubs, 1829.
Associations Incorporation (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill, 2471.
Education-Publication, International Youth Year,
2082.
Liquor Control Commission~Subscription fees for
licensed clubs, 1829.
Point of Order-Explanation, not point of order,
2236.

Evans, Mr B. J.-continued
Forests and Country Fire Authority (Penalties) Bill,
2524.
Forests (Wood Pulp Agreement) (Amendment) Bill,
2590.
Government Departments and InstrumentalitiesINWA TTS telephone service, q 9. Unpaid
accounts, q 303.
Ministry, The-Censure of Minister for Local Government, 1553.
Motor Car (Photographic Detection Devices) Bill,
2030.
Municipalities-Censure of Minister for Local Government, 1S53~
National Parks (Alpine National Park) Bill, 62.
Points of Order-Tabling of quoted document, 73.
Wording of amendment, 212. Format of legislation, 325. Not to seek opinion, 477. Questions
without notice must relate to Government administration, 1126. End of procedure when leave is
refused, 1131. Relevancy of remarks, 1134. Question being answered under the guise of making a
Ministerial statement, 1236. Answer to question
not to be debated, 1733. Unparliamentary expression, 1850.
Soil Conservation and Land Utilization (Appeals)
Bill,2496.
Telecom-INWA ITS telephone service, q 9.
Town and Country Planning (Westernport) Bill,
2498.
Transport (Amendment) Bill, 2114.
Transport (Victorian Ports Authority) Bill, 1640.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds (Amendment) Bill,
2258,2269.
Water Acts (Amendment) Bill, 2154.
Westernport (Oil Refinery) (Further Agreement) Bill,
128.
F

Farmer, Mr Richard-Bulletin article, 1003, 1008.
Financial Institutions-Electronic funds
system, q 1323.

transfer

Firearms-Replica weapons, 1521, 1524. Delays in
registration, q 2009.
First National Resource Trust-Tax status, q 299.
Subscriptions, q 472.

Evans, Mr B. J. (Gippsland East)
Address-in-Reply, 341.
Clerk, The-Retirement of J. H. Campbell, Esq.,
200.
Conservation, Forests and Lands, Department ofTermination of services of Or Grose, 202. Unpaid
accounts, q 303. Management policies and practices, q 551.
Equal Opportunity (Amendment) Bill, 2497.

Fisheries and Wildlife Service-Duck shooting
season, 10. Capture of dolphins, 2444.
Fogarty, Mr W. F. (Sunshine)
Building and Construction Industry-New building
approvals, q 1732.
Bulletin, The-Tapes of interview between Richard
Farmer and Leader of the Opposition, q 1030.
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Fogarty, Mr W. F.-continued
Economy, The-New building approvals, q 1732.
Education-Teachers for western metropolitan
region, 193.
Gambling-Calcutta sweepstakes, q 4.
Metropolitan
Transit
Authority-FootscrayMoonee Ponds tram service, 2444.
Petitions-Teacher staffing, 193. FootscrayMoonee Ponds tram service, 2444.
Racing-Calcutta sweepstakes, q 4.
River Murray-Planning and management of Murray-Darling basin area, q 2005.
Salinity-In Murray-Darling basin area, q 2005.
Food Industry-Amalgamation of unions, q 555.
Football (See "Sport and Recreation" and "Victorian
Football League".)
Fordham, Mr R. C. (Footscray)
Aboriginal Land (Framlingham Forest) Bill, 1973.
Administrative Law (University Visitor) Bill, 968.
Agriculture and Rural Affairs, Department of-Sunraysia horticultural export study, q 1319.
Anglican Church of Australia Bill, 89, 558.
Animals-Proposed drug and chemical safety
evaluation centre, 1834.
Appropriation (1985-86, No. 1) Bill, 1328.
Army-Officer Cadet School, Portsea, 1833.
Associations Incorporation Act-Subscription fees
for licensed clubs, 1833.
Associations Incorporation (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill, 329.
Australian Loan Council-Borrowings of Victorian
Tourism Commission, q 1532.
Beer-Minimum retail price, 1725.
Bendigo-Economy, 183.
Broadmeadows-Site for hospital, 1833.
Bulletin, The-Tapes of interview between Richard
Farmer and Leader of the Opposition, 1007,
q 1122, 1130.
Business of the House-Debate of matters of public
importance, 1305. Repeated quorum calls, 1406.
Ringing of bells for divisions and quorums, 1614.
Legislative program, q 2215.
Campbell, J. H., Esq.-Retirement, 197.
China-Trade with Victoria, q 745.
Clerk, The-Retirement of J. H. Campbell, Esq.,
197.
Conservation-Tree clearance in Dandenongs, 835.
Constitution (Governor's Salary and Pension) Bill,
914.
Dandenongs-Tree clearance by State Electricity
Commission, 835.
Decentralized Industry Incentive Payments
(Amendment) Bill, 1421, 1587,2167,2191.
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Fordham, Mr R. C.-continued
Economic and Budget Review CommitteeAppointment of members, 409.
Employment and Training (Rebates) Bill, 2076.
Energy Resources-Conservation program, q 190.
Solar power initiatives, q 1840. Home Energy
Advisory Service, 2335.
Environment-Health risks associated with overhead transmission lines, 2335.
EQual Opportunity-For women in sporting clubs,
1118.
Extractive Industries (Amendment) Bill, 2093,2244.
Gas and Fuel Corporation-Concession for liquefied petroleum gas users, q 403. Solar energy
initiatives, q 1840.
Geelong-Proposed submarine contract, q 749.
Government Departments and InstrumentalitiesUnpaid accounts, 102. Occupation of housing by
Squatters Union of Victoria, 1984.
Grievance Day-Suspension of Standing Order,
1738,1742.
Health-Risks associated with overhead transmission lines, q 552.
Home Energy Advisory Service-Extension of services to country areas, 2335.
Hospital-For Broadmeadows, 1833.
Housing-Occupation by Squatters Union of Victoria, 1984.
Industrial Affairs-Government policy, 1983.
Industrial Relations (Amendment) Bill, 1884.
Industry, Technology and ResourcesIndustry-Submarine project, q 84, q 749. Development in Bendigo, 103. Energy conservation program, q 190. Trade with China, q 745. Inquiry into
liquor industry by Dr John Nieuwenhuysen, 1225.
Sunraysia horticultural export study, q 1319.
Commonwealth-State Ministers' meeting, q 1632.
Technology-Australian Information Technology
Awards, q 305. Proposed drug and chemical safety
evaluation centre, 1834.
Joint Sitting of Parliament-Deakin University,
1634.
Kilmore Sewerage Authority-Unpaid account, 102.
Land-Army Officer Cadet School, Portsea, 1833.
Land (Miscellaneous Matters) Bill, 2325.
Land Tax-On sand excavation pits, 256.
Legal and Constitutional Committee-Appointment of members, 409.
Liquor Control Commission-Sporting club permits, 1118. Beer prices, 1725. Wine deliveries,
1725. Subscription fees for licensed clubs, 1833.
Liquor Control (Further Amendment) Bill, 2093,
2249.
Liquor Control (Vigneron's Licences) Bill, 1419,
1583,1826.
Lotteries Gaming and Betting (Amendment) Bill,
1878.
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Fordham, Mr R. C.-continued
Members-Invitation to official functions in electorates. 1615. Notification of events in electorates,
1833.
Metropolitan Transit Authority-Proposed gangers'
facility at Hampton railway station, 459. Bus services in Templestowe, Doncaster and Warrandyte, 459.
Motor Car (Photographic Detection Devices) Bill,
2014.
Mount Buffalo Chalet-Modernization, q 1325,
q 1532.
National Organization for the Reform of Marijuana
Laws-"Stop Noah Rally" poster, 1614.
Natural Resources and Environment CommitteeAppointment of members, 409.
Nunawading Province-By-election how-to-vote
cards, 256.
Oakleigh-Street lighting, 1726.
Phillip Island-Land slip, 459.
Points of Order-Matters raised on the debate on
motion for the adjournment of the sitting: must
relate to Government administration, 251, 1004;
must be directed to appropriate Minister, 1004;
Minister may answer as he chooses, 833. Rule of
sub judice, 1003. Question without notice to relate
to Government administration, 1029. Admissibility of question without notice, 1125. Should be
allowed to move motion before leave is refused,
1130. Interpretation of Standing Order No. 108,
1228. Unparliamentary expression, 1234. Imputations against members, 1414. Offensive expression, 1420, 1421. Introduction and first reading of
Bills, 1421. Relevancy of remarks, 2198.
Police Department-"Stop Noah Rally" poster,
1614.
Police Regulation (Amendment) Bill, 2325.
Public Bodies Review Committee-Appointment of
members, 409.
Residential Tenancies Bill, 1652, 1653.
Road Construction Authority-Healesville Freeway, 184. Phillip Island tourist road, 459.
Road Traffic-On Phillip Island, 459.
Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals-Proposed drug and chemical safety evaluation centre, 1834.
Sessional Orders-Suspension, 202. Ringing of bells
for divisions and quorums, 1614.
Social Development Committee-Appointment of
members, 410.
South Yarra Project (Subdivision and Management)
Bill, 1421, 1584, 2040, 2045, 2325.
Sport and Recreation-Equal opportunity for women
in clubs, 1118.
Squatters Union of Victoria-Occupation of Government-owned housing, 1984.

Fordham, Mr R. C.-continued
State Electricity CommissionCharges-Concession for liquefied petroleum gas
users, q 403.
Electricity Supply-Street lighting in City of Oakleigh, 1726. Proposed Richmond-Brunswick
overhead transmission line, 2335.
General-Health risks associated with overhead
transmission lines, q 552. Tree clearance in Dandenongs, 835.
State Electricity Commission (Amendment) Bill,
1112, 1284, 1950.
State Relief Committee Bill, 1884.
Sunraysia District-Economic problems, q 1319.
Superannuation Schemes Amendment Bill, 1871.
Sutherland Cellars Pty Ltd-Development in Banana
Alley, 102.
Swimland Pty Ltd-WorkCare, 256.
Transport (Victorian Ports Authority) Bill, 1601.
U niversities-Deakin, 1634.
Victorian Solar Energy Council-Solar power initiatives, q 1840.
Victorian Tourism Commission-Tourist statistics,
q 299. Mount Buffalo Chalet, q 1325, q 1532.
Victour Properties Pty Ltd-Borrowing powers,
q 1325.
Water Acts (Amendment) Bill, 2150.
Western port (Oil Refinery) (Further Agreement) Bill,
137.
Wine Industry-Authentication program, q 1032.
WorkCare, 256.
Wrongs (Contribution) Bill, 222.
Ford Motor Co. of Australia Ltd-Superannuation
scheme, 685.
Frankston-Council permit for brothel in Seaford, 733,
2433. Donation to Councillor Knowles, 827, 832,
938,941. Bathing boxes on foreshore, 2536.
Frankston Baptist Centre, 74, 78, q 554, 659.
Fuel and Power (See "Energy Resources", "Gas and
Fuel Corporation", "Petroleum Products" and
"State Electricity Commission".)
G
Gambling-Calcutta sweepstakes, q 4. Racing confidence trickster, 252,256. Illegal bingo tickets, 397,
398. Controls on operations oflarge bingo centres,
457,460. (See also "Totalizator Agency Board".)
Gas and Fuel Corporation-Concessions for liquefied
petroleum gas users; q 403. Solar energy initiatives, q 1840.
Gavin, Mr P. M. (Coburg)
Address-in-Reply, 331.
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Gavin, Mr P. M.-continued
Appropriation (1985-86, No. I) Bill, 1131, 1354.
"Big M" Marathon-Police fees, q 645.
Economic and Budget Review Committee-Report
presented: remuneration for visiting staffat public
hospitals, 2011.
Employment-Statistics, q 3.
Ford Motor Co. of Australia Lld-Superannuation
scheme, 685.
Grievances, 685.
Metropolitan Transit Authority-Bus services,
q 2545.
Points of Order-Grievance not indicated, 1284.
Relevancy of remarks, 1360. Leader of the Opposition eating in Chamber, 1401. Offensive remark,
1439. Reading of speech, 1508.
Police Department-Fees for attendance at sporting
events, q 645.
Superannuation-Ford Motor Co. of Australia Lld,
685.
Tape Recordings-TPR process of verification,
q 1529.
Geelong-Survey of Government's performance in
electorate, 673. Land for police station, 731, 734.
Proposed submarine contract, q 749. Haymarket
site, 1221, 1226. Funding for art gallery, 1404,
1407.
Geelong and District Water Board-Water supply for
Geelong, 639, 641.
Gleeson, Mrs E. S. (Thomastown)
Alcoa of Australia Ltd-Portland smelter: progress,
q 1124.
Education-Strike by Technical Teachers Union of
Victoria, q 477.
Industry-Commonwealth-State Ministers' meeting, q 1631.
Unions-Technical Teachers Union of Victoria,
q 477.
Glenhuntly Rehabilitation Centre-Staffing, 2429, 2434.
Gonion Searle's Hair Care Centre, MUdura, 2533, 2537.
Government Departments and InstromentalitiesUnregistered vehicles, q 1, q 4, q 6, q 7, q 8,
q 82, q 307. INWAITS telephone service, q 9.
Unpaid accounts, 77, 79, 178, 182, q 303, 544,
547, 665, 1614, q 2545, q 2546. Occupation of
housing by Squatters Union of Victoria, 1832,
1982, 1984. Aow-on of national wage determination to Builders Labourers Federation, q 2087.
Staff travel arrangements, q 2439.
Government Media Unit-Information on Governor
of Victoria, q 647.
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Government, The-Consultant's report on public
opinion, q 843. Industrial relations policy, 1978,
1983.
Governor, His Excellency Rear-Admiral Sir BriaD
Stewart Murray, KCMG, AO-Motion for adoption of Address-in-Reply to Speech on opening of
Parliament: debated, 140, 228, 331,438; presented
to His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, 1844,
2358. Overseas travel, q 643, q 647. Resignation,
669,710, q 841. Supply of vehicle, 830, 832.
Governor, The-New appointment, q 2541.
Grain Elevators Board-Public authority dividend tax,
q 6, q 189. Canac report, q 553. Deregulation of
grain transport, q 2010, q 2351,2432,2435.
Greeting Card Bosiness-Offensive cards, 394, 399.
Grievance Day-Suspension of Standing Order, 1738.
Grievances, 650, 1239, 1845.

Gude, Mr P. A. (Hawthorn)
Accident Compensation Act-Interpretation of section 9, 936.
Ambulance Services-Resolution of Legislative
Council, 1297.
Appropriation (1985-86, No. 1) Bill, 1108.
Architects-Union membership, 179.
Bank Holidays (Amendment) Bill, 425.
Construction Industry Long Service Leave (Amendment) Bill, 1888, 1906, 1910, 1912.
Decentralized Industry Incentive Payments
(Amendment) Bill, 2167.
Education-Hawthorn West Primary School, 456.
Government Departments and InstrumentalitiesUnregistered vehicles, q 6. Unpaid accounts, 665.
Grievances, 663, 1272.
Hairdressers Registration (Repeal) Bill, 2516.
Hospitals-Wage offer to nurses, q 553.
Industrial Affairs-Effects of disputes and strikes,
1272.
Industrial Relations (Complementary Industrial
Relations System) Bill, 846.
Labour and Industry (Registration Fees) Bill, 1828.
Land Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1768.
Legal Aid Commission-Mrs MaJjorie Altman, 666,
1276.
Long Service Leave (Portable Benefits) Bill, 1975,
2407.
Melbourne University (Amendment) Bill, 2292.
Metropolitan Transit Authority-Workshop under
Auburn Road railway overpass, 1276. Flinders
Delicatessen, 1519.
Motor Car (Further Amendment) Bill, 1447.
Motor Car (Photographic Detection .Devices) Bill,
2025.
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Gude, Mr P. A.-continued
Pay-roll Tax-On small business, 936.
Pay-roll Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1789.
Points of Order-Rule of sub judice, 178. Tabling of
quoted documents, 452, 1495. Identification of
quoted document, 1489. Reading of speech, 1495.
Relevancy of remarks, 1505. Offensive remark,
2409.
Prevention of Secondary Boycott Bill, 950.
Public Service-Collection of union fees, q 2006.
Public Works Department-Unregistered vehicles,
q 6. Union membership of architects, 179, 663.
Hawthorn West Primary School, 456. Plumbers
and Gasfitters Employees Union ofAustralia, 664.
Road Traffic Authority-Unregistered Government
vehicles, q 6.
Small Business-Pay-roll tax, 936.
Small Business Development Corporation-Flinders Delicatessen, 1519.
Transport (Victorian Ports Authority) Bill, 1487,
1645.
Unions-Membership of architects, 179. Association of Draughting, Supervisory and Technical
Employees, 663. Builders Labourers Federation
664, 1274. Plumbers and Gasfitters Employee~
Union of Australia, 664. Collection offees, q 2006.
Wages-Effect on accord of pay offer to nurses, q 553.
WorkCare-Problems,2653.

H
Halfpenny, Mr John, 684.
HalleY's Comet-Seminar at Phillip Institute ofTechnology, Bundoora. 2332, 2336.
Hann, Mr E. J. (Rodney)
Address-in-Reply, 167.
Agriculture and Rural Affairs, Department of-Rural
liquidity problems, q 1731. Staffing level, q 2349.
Clerk, The-Retirement of J. H. Campbell, Esq.,
199.
Conservation, Forests and Lands, Department ofTermination of services of Or Grose, 218.
Constitution (Governor's Salary and Pension) Bill,
927.
Dairy Industry-Decentralization grants, q 1840.
Dairy Industry (Milk Prices) Bill, 2626.
Dancing-Ballroom: recognition as sport, q 2004.
Decentralization-Grants to dairy industry, q 1840.
Decentralized Industry Incentive Payments
(Amendment) Bill, 2203.
Education-Entry requirements of universities and
tertiary institutions, q 30 I. Showing of pornographic video movies at Ballarat High School,
q 403. Director-General, q 1625. Restructure of

Hann, Mr E. J.-continued
Ministry, q 1625. Closure of schools, q 2218. T AFE
colleges, q 2440.
Electoral-Nunawading Province by-election, q 644.
Health (Blood Donations) Bill, 100.
Hospitals-Wage offer to nurses, q 471.
Legal Profession Practice (Amendment) Bill, 2299.
Local Government Commission-Appointment of
chairperson, q 3.
Melbourne University (Amendment) Bill, 2286.
Ministry, The-Staff involvement in Nunawading
Province by-election, q 644.
Motor Car (Photographic Detection Devices) Bill,
2528. .
Municipalities-Restructure, q 3.
Points of Order-Tabling of quoted document, 153.
Relevancy of remarks, 645. Matter should be
directed to Speaker, 1612.
Police Department-Inquiry into Nunawading
Province by-election, q 644. Tapping of dairy
farmers' telephones, 2088.
Primary Industries-Industrial protection, q 83.
Farmers facing bankruptcy, q 842.
Public Service Board-Restructure of Ministry of
Education, q 1625.
Road Construction Authority-Road-rail bridge
between Moama and Echuca, q 1528.
Rural Finance Commission-Rural liquidity problems, q 1731.
South Africa-Government sanctions, q 1417.
Sport and Recreation-VicDance, q 2004.
Superannuation Schemes Amendment Bill, 1872.
Unemployment-Effects of Government sanctions
against South Africa, q 1417.
Victoria Women's Trust-Allocation of funds
q 2543.
'
Video Cassettes-Pornographic, q 403.
Water Acts (Amendment) Bill, 2151.
Harrowfield, Mr J. D. (Mitcham)
Appropriation (1985-86, No. 1) Bill, 1046.
Births, Deaths and Marriages, Registry of-Microfilming of historical records, 1303.
Bulletin, The-Tapes of interview between Richard
Farmer and Leader of the Opposition, q 1034.
Business of the House-Production of tape recordings in House, q 1528.
Dangerous Goods-Placarding, q 308.
Metropolitan Transit Authority-Facilities for blind
or partially sighted, 832.
Point of Order-Relevancy of remarks, 2235.
Property and Services, Department of-Microfilming of historical rewrds, 1303.
Tape Recordings-Production in House, q 1528.
Rulings and Statements as Acting SpeakerDebate-Tabling of quoted document, 1495, 1496.
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Hayward. Mr D. K. (Prahran)
Address-in-Reply, 237.
Appropriation (1985-86, No. 1) Bill, 1051, 1351.
Bicycle Institute of Victoria-Safety helmets for
cyclists, 2430.
Consumer Affairs-Safety helmets for cyclists, 2430.
Decentralized Industry Incentive Payments
(Amendment) Bill, 1590,2167,2168,2195.
Employment and Industrial Affairs-Amalgamation offood industry unions, Q 555.
Food Industry-Amalgamation of unions, Q 555.
Grievances, 656.
Housing, Ministry of-Rent collection offices in
Prahran, 2334.
Industrial Design Council of Australia, 657.
Industry, Technology and Resources-Design
options, 656. Construction of Hong Kong light rail
system, Q 2442.
Liquor Control (Vigneron's Licences) Bill, 1584,
1823.
Road Traffic Authority-Safety helmets for cyclists,
2430.
South Yarra Project (Subdivision and Management)
Bill, 2041, 2325.
Unions-Food Industry Unions Federation of Australia, Q 555.

Hazardous Materials-Placarding, Q 308. HAZMA T
scheme, Q 1734, Q 2091.
HealthDepartment o/-Allocation to Gayline Telephone
Counselling Service, Q 475. Funding: of Caroline
Chisholm Society, 1267; for information leaflets
on diethylstilboestrol, 2079.
Diseases-Acquired immune deficiency syndrome,
255,257.
Drugs-Proposed drug and chemical safety evaluation centre, 1832, 1834. Diethylstilboestrol, 2079.
Abuse of alcohol and tobacco, 2655.
General-Risks associated with overhead transmission lines, Q 552, 637,640. Labelling of pet food,
1278. City of Doncaster and Templestowe garbage
dispute, 1722.

Heffernan, Mr V. P. (Ivanhoe)
Appropriation (1985-86, No. 1) Bill, 1201.
Arts, The-Australian Centre for Contemporary Art,
831.
Bank Holidays (Amendment) Bill, 422.
Conservation-Burning-offin Big Desert, 1006.
Environment-Proposed Richmond-Brunswick
overhead transmission line, 2330.

Heffernan, Mr V. P.-continued
Environment Protection (Industrial Waste) Bill,
1380.
Grievances, 682.
Halfpenny, Mr John, 684.
Health-Risks associated with overhead transmission lines, 637.
Historic Buildings (Amendment) Bill, 2051.
Land (Miscellaneous Matters) Bill, 2600.
Liberal Party-Policies, 682.
National Tennis Centre-Alternative accommodation for occupiers of Ainders Park, 1400.
National Tennis Centre Bill, 532.
Planning and Environment-Siting of proposed hotel
and convention centre, 1301.
Residential Tenancies Bill, 1710.
Sale of Land (Allotments) Bill, 1916.
Sport and Recreation-National Tennis Centre,
1400.
State Electricity Commission-Proposed Richmond-Brunswick overhead transmission line, 637,
2330.
Town and Country Planning (Western port) Bill,
2508.
Unions-Amalgamated Metal Workers Union, 684.
Western port (Oil Refinery) (Further Agreement) Bill,
134.
Helicopters-Search for supermarket trolleys, 1723,
1727.
~~Herald"-Incorrect

reporting, 948,949.

Hill, Mrs J. M. (Frankston North)
Education-Strike by Victorian Teachers Union,
Victorian Secondary Teachers Association and
Technical Teachers Union, Q 2220.
Fisheries and Wildlife Service-Capture of dolphins, 2444.
Frankston Baptist Centre, 74, Q 554,659.
Grievances, 659.
"New Wave" Concert-Cancellation, Q 1326.
Petition-Dolphins, 2444.
Retirement Villages-Frankston Baptist Centre, 74,
554,659.
Unions-Victorian Teachers Union, Q 2220. Victorian Secondary Teachers Association, Q 2220.
Technical Teachers Union of Victoria, Q 2220.
Victoria-15Oth anniversary celebrations, Q 1326.
Hill, Mr L. J. (Warrandyte)
Appropriation (1985-86, No. 1) Bill, 1161.
Children-Child care and kindergarten programs,
949.
Education-Croydon Community School, 731.
Capital works expenditure, Q 2091.
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Hill, Mr L. J.-continued
Legal Profession Pra~ce (Amendment) Bill, 2300.
Metropolitan Transit Authority-Disruption of rail
services on Lilydale line, q 643.
Petition-Child care and kindergarten programs, 949.
Point ofOrder-U nparliamentary expression, 1661.
Public Works Department-Capital works expenditure for schools, q 2091.
Residential Tenancies Bill, 1701.
State Transport Authority-Rail patronage, q 304.
Hirsh, Mrs C. D. (Wantirna)
Building and Construction Industry-Capital works
program, q 944.
Co-operative Housing Societies-Government home
loans, q 6.
Education-Ofwomen,688.
Electoral-Nunawading Province by-election, 829,
q 1126.
Grievances, 688.
Housing-Government loans, q 6.
Housing (Commonwealth-State-Northern Territory Agreement) Bill, 994.
Industry-Government capital works program,
q 944.
Knox, City of-Road funding, 1304.
Mountain District Cattlemen's Association of Victoria-Nunawading Province by-election, 829,
q 1126.
Petitions-Residential Tenancies Act, 308, 409,
1633,1843.
Point of Order-Relevancy of remarks, 1661.
Police Department-Inquiry into Nunawading
Province by-election, 829.
Residential Tenancies Act, 308, 409, 1633, 1843.
Residential Tenancies Bill, 1677, 1707.
Road Construction Authority-Ferntree Gully Road,
Scoresby, 392. Road funding in the City .of Knox,
1304.
Titles Office-Dealings, q 552.
Women-In work force, 688.
Hockley, Mr G. S. (Bentleigh)
Police Department-Builders Labourers Federation
bans on building projects, q 1626.
Property and Services, Department of-Land information system, q 646.
Road Construction Authority-Road funding, q 7.
Union-Builders Labourers Federation: bans on
police station building projects, q 1626.
Rulings and Statements as Acting SpeakerDebate-Members to address Chair, 2176.
Home Energy Advisory Service-Extension of services
to country areas, 2331, 2335.

Hong Kong-Construction of light rail system, q 2442.
Hospitals-Waiting lists, q I, q 943. Referral of public
patients to private hospitals, 179, 182. Colac District Hospital Board, 395, 399. Nurses: wage offer,
q 471, q 553, q 745; dispute, 937, 940, q 943; conditions and pay, 1238, 2011. Sunshine, 649. Social
worker for Muscular Dystrophy Association of
Victoria at Royal Children's, 1007, 1012. Prince
Henry's, q 1030, 2222. Werribee District, 1327.
Royal Melbourne, q 1729, q 2085. For Broadmeadows, 1829, 1833.
Hostels-Phillip Hostel, Maribyrnong, q 473, 1257,
2081,2082.
House Builders' Liability, q 844.
HousingGeneral-Frankston Rental Housing Co-operative,
395,399. House builders'liability, q 844. Funding
for country areas, 1272. Home ownership, q 1416.
Occupation by Squatters Union of Victoria, 1832,
1982, 1984. Interest rates, q 1839, q 2009. Stamp
duty exemption for first home buyers, 2079.
Land and Properties-Vacant Mordialloc property,
q 2532.
Ministry-Home ioans, q 6. Rent collection offices
in Prahran, 2334, 2335. Waiting list in country
areas, q 2353.

Ihlein, Mr Graham-Sale of liquor from electorate
office, q 1318, 1400, 1407.
Industrial Design Council of Australia, 657.
Industry, Technology and ResourcesIndustry-Submarine project, q 84, q 749. Development in Bendigo, 180, 183. Energy conservation
program, q 190. Trade with China, q 744. Government capital works program, q 944. Liquor
industry: inquiry by Dr John Nieuwenhuysen,
1224, 1225, 1852. Sunraysia horticultural export
study, q 1319. Commonwealth-State Ministers'
meeting, q 1631. Construction of Hong Kong light
rail system, q 2442. Effects of WorkCare levy on
agricultural industry, 2534. (See also "Primary
Industries". )
Technology-Australian Information Technology
Awards, q 305. Design options, 656. Proposed drug
and chemical safety evaluation centre, 1832.
Insurers Guarantee and Compensation Supplementation Fund, q 2355.
International Skill Olympics-Success of Australian
apprentices, q 1323.
International Youth Year-International Youth Year
publication, 2082, 2083.
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J
Jasper, Mr K. S. (Murray Valley)
Address-in-Reply, 351.
Appropriation (1985-86, No. I) Bill, 1192, 1355.
Bank Holidays (Amendment) Bill, 423.
Banks-Holidays, 2655.
Beer-Minimum retail price, 1722.
Canneries-Claim for 36-hourweek, q 1629.
Chiltern-Adverse possession scheme, 396.
Construction Industry Long Service Leave (Amendment) Bill, 1886.
Constitution (Governor's Salary and Pension) Bill,
929.
Consumer Affairs-House builders' liability, q 844.
Co-operative Housing Societies-Funding, q 475.
Decentralized Industry Incentive Payments
(Amendment) Bill, 1591, 2173.
Education-Youth Guarantee Scheme, 637. Victorian Teachers Union log of claims, 828. Phillip
Hostel, Maribyrnong, 2081.
Electoral-Sale ofliquor from electorate office ofMr
Graham Ihlein, q 1318, 1400.
Employment and Industrial Affairs-Voluntary
employment contracts, q 4. WorkCare, q 406.
Youth Guarantee Scheme, 637.
Employment and Training (Rebates) Bill, 2395.
Firearms (Amendment) Bill, 2277.
Fruit Industry-Claim by Food Preservers Union of
Australia for 36-hour week in canneries, q 1629.
Grievances, 1852.
Hostels-Phillip Hostel, Maribyrnong, 2081.
House Builders' Liabil~ty, q 844.
Housing (Commonwealth-State-Northern Territory Agreement) Bill, 1383.
Housing-House builders' liability, q 844.
Ihlein, Mr Graham-SaIe of liquor from electorate
office, q 1318, 1400.
Insurers Guarantee and Compensation Supplementation Fund, q 2355.
Labour and Industry (Registration Fees) Bill, 1827.
Liquor Control Commission-Beer prices, 1722.
Wine deliveries, 1722.
Liquor Control (Vigneron's Licences) Bm, 1824.
Liquor Industry-Inquiry by Or Nieuwenhuysen,
1224,1852.
Local Government-Restructure, 76.
Long Service Leave (Portable Benefits) Bill, 2402.
Motor Car (Further Amendment) Bm, 1445.
Numurkah-lOOth anniversary, 76.
Pay-roll Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1780, 1794, 1795.
Police Department-Wangaratta station, 1114.
Property and Services, Department of-Adverse
possession scheme, 396.
Public Holiday-27 December, 1985, 2655.
Public Service-Holiday, 2655.
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Jasper, Mr K. S.-continued
Road Traffic Authority-Photo point drivers'
licences agencies, q 2221. Log books for truck
drivers, 545.
South Yarra Project (Subdivision and Management)
BiII,2044.
Stamps and Business Franchise (Tobacco) (Amendment) Bill, 1822.
State Transport Authority-Wangaratta Freightgate, 939.
Sutherland Cellars Pty Ltd-Development in Banana
Alley, 177.
Unions-Victorian Teachers Union, 828. Food
Preservers Union of Australia, q 1629.
Victorian Economic Development CorporationInterest rates, 2534.
Wine Industry-Authentication program, q 1032.
WorkCare, q 406.
Youth-Guarantee Scheme, 637.
John, Mr Michae) (Bendigo East)
Associations Incorporation (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill, 2469.
Australia Acts (Request) Bill, 222, 1367.
Children-Kindergarten facilities in Bendigo area,
1521.
Coroners Bill (No. 2), 2571.
Crimes (Amendment) Bill, 2476.
Crimes (Criminal Investjgations) Bill, 2532.
Decentralized Industry Incentive Payments
(Amendment) Bill, 2198.
Director of Public Prosecutions (Amendment) Bill,
2474.
Equal Opportunity (Amendment) Bill, 2496.
Evidence (Amendment) Bill, 2570.
Interpretation of Legislation (Further Amendment)
Bill, 2462.
Juries (Amendment) Bill, 2577.
Legal Profession Practice (Amendment) Bill, 2296.
Legislative Council-Deliberative vote of President,
q 479.
Magistrates (Summary Proceedings) (Amendment)
BilI,2484.
National Mutual Permanent Building Society Bill,
2529.
National Tennis Centre Bill, 565.
Penalties and Sentences Bill, 2581.
Public Service-Exchange of staff with private sector, q 190.
Public Service Board-Former chairman, Or Cullen, q 190.
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages
(Amendment) Bill, 881.
Residential Tenancies Bill, 1707.
Trustee (Secondary Mortgage Market Amendment)
Bill, 2466.

(24)

INDEX

John, Mr Michael-continued
Uniting Church in Australia (Trust Property) Bill.
2486.
Wills (Amendment) Bill, 1823.
Wtongs (Contribution) Bill, 224, 2467.
Joint Sittinp of Parliament-Deakin University, 1634,
1720.2522.2539.
Jolly, Mr R. A. (Dandenong)
Agriculture and Rural Affairs, Department of-Carcass classification system, q 306. Meat inspection
services, 1305. Superannuation for meat inspectors. 1305. Rural liquidity problems, q 1732. Staffing level, q 2349.
Alcoa of Australia Ltd-Presentation of Portland
Smelter Unit Trust financial statement and TreaSurer's statement for 1984-85, 556.
Appropriation (1985-86, No. 1) Bill. 309.
Budget-For 1985-86, 309. Effects of, q 2350.
Building and Construction Industry-Capital works
program. q 944. New building approvals, q 1732.
Coal Miners Accident Relief Board-Report, 2549.
Community Services, Department of-Unpaid
accounts, 1615.
Conservation, Forests and Lands, Department ofUnpaid accounts, q 303.
Dairy Industry (Milk Price) Bill, 2532.
Dollar, Australian-Depreciation, q 2541.
Economy. The-Performance, q 647. New building
approvals, q 1732. Effect of Government charges
on consumer price index, q 1842. Victorian
Development Fund, q 2088. Effects of Budget for
1985-86, q 2350.
Employment and Industrial Affairs-WorkCare, q 9,
q 406.

Employment and Training (Rebates) Bill, 2075, 2397.
First National Resource Trust-Tax status, q 299.
Government Departments and InstrumentalitiesUnpaid accounts, q 303, 1615.
Grain Elevators Board-Public authority dividend
tax, q 7, q 189.
Grievance Day-Suspension of Standing Order,
1742.
Grievances, 1260.
Health, Department of-Allocation to Gayline
Telephone Counselling Service, q 475.
Hospitals-Wage offer to nurses, q 553.
Industry-Government's capital works program,
q 944.
Insurers Guarantee and Compensation Supplementation Fund, q 2355.
Land Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1423, 1567, 1773.
Marketing of Primary Products and Egg Industry
Stabilization (Amendment) Bill, 2270, 2324.

Jolly, Mr R. A.-continued
Metropolitan Fire Brigades Superannuation
(Amendment) Bill, 437.
National Tennis Centre Bill, 572, 589, 592.
Parliamentary Contributory Superannuation FundReport, 2549.
Pay-roll Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1423, 1568, 1795.
Points of Order-Relevancy of remarks, 648, 1131,
1132, 1134. Imputation against honourable member,1747.
Police Department-Collection of on-the-spot fines,
q 2002.
Primary Industries-Benefit of Budget for rural
people, q 404. Farmers facing bankruptcy, q 842.
Government assistance to dairy industry, q 2216.
Road Traffic Authority-Third-party insurance,
q 401, q 2443.
Rural Finance Commission-Rural liquidity problems, q 1732.
Stamps and Business Franchise (Tobacco) (Amendment) Bill, 1533, 1609, 1802, 1804, 1805, 1807,
1809,1812,1813,1815,1817,1818,1819,1820,
1821,1822,1823,2643.
State Bank-Performance, q 1321.
State Finance-Overseas borrowings, q 2541. Offsets from Commonwealth Government for
WorkCare, q 2543.
State Insurance Office-Losses, q 402. New headquarters, q 478. Register of superannuation participants, q 1324. Tabling of annual report,
q 1528.
State Superannuation Fund-Report presented:
fourteenth investigation as at 30 June 1983, 1844.
Superannuation-Register of participants, q 1324.
Superannuation Schemes Amendment Bill, 1737,
1867,2454,7460.
Taxation-Status of trusts, q 299. Commitment by
Government, q 480. Government charges: effect
on consumer price index, q 1842. Public authority dividend: Grain Elevators Board, q 7, q 189.
Trusts-Tax status, q 299.
Victorian Development Fund-Performance,
q 2088.
Victorian Farmers and Graziers Association-Hogbin report, q 189.
Wages-Effect on accord of pay offer to nurses,
q 553.
Western Pryde Poultry-Accounts unpaid by
Department of Community Services, 1615.
WorkCare, q 9, q 406,1260, q 2543,2659.
Workers Compensation-Insurers Guarantee and
Compensation Supplementation Fund, q 2355.
K

Kennedy, Mr A. D. (Bendigo West)
Agriculture and Rural Affairs, Department ofAssistance to farmers, q 1838.
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Kennedy, Mr A. D.-continued
Bendigo-Economy. 180.
Decentralized Industry Incentive Payments
(Amendment) Bill. 2183, 2200.
Industry, Technology and Resources-Submarine
project, q 84. Development in Bendigo, 180.
Telecom-Emergency services for country Victoria.
q 5.

Victorian Farmers and Graziers Association-Government assistance to farmers. q 1838.
Kennett, Mr J. G. (Burwood)
Administrative Arrangements Orders, 11, 12, 13.
Aichi Prefecture-Vote of thanks to Government.
2550.
Alcoa of Australia Ltd-Portland smelter: flow-on
of national wage determination to Builders
Labourers Federation. q 2217.
Appropriation (1985-86. No. I) Bill, 1078, 1330.
Australian Bicentennial Authority-Golden handshake to Dr Armstrong, q 2.
Australian Labor Party-Staff involvement in
Nunawading Province by-election. q 746. Policies,1861.
Bank Holidays (Amendment) Bill, 427.
Bechtel Pacific Corporation Ltd-Flow-on of
national wage determination to Builders Labourers Federation, q 2217.
Builders Labourers Federation-Government action,
q 2001. Row-on of national wage determination,
q 2217. Government policy, 2437.'
Building and Construction Industry-Industrial
unrest. q 200 I.
Bulletin, The-Statement on Supply, 839. Tapes of
interview with Mr Richard Farmer, 1004.
Campbell, J. H., Esq.-Retirement, 195.
Chisholm Institute of Technology-Director, q 189.
Christmas Felicitations, 2647.
Clerk. The-Retirement of J. H. Campbell, Esq.,
195.
Conservation. Forests and Lands-Replacement
park lands for National Tennis Centre, q 306.
Conservation, Forests and Lands, Department ofUnregistered vehicles, q 6.
Constitution (Governor's Salary and Pension) Bill,
903,933.
Co-operation (Amendment) Bill, 2323.
Economy, The-Federal taxation policies, q 1027,
q 1123.
Education-Director of Chisholm Institute ofTechnology. q 189.
Electoral-Nunawading Province by-election, 251,
q 471, q 472, q 549, q 644, q 645, q 646, 669, q 746,
q 1233,q 1317,q 1531.
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Kennett. Mr J. G.-continued
Employment-Federal Government taxation policies, q 1027, q 1123. Effect of Government sanctions against South Africa, q 1411. Industrial
disruption, 2230.
First National Resource Trust-Tax status, q 299.
Government Departments and InstrumentalitiesUnregistered vehicles, q 6, q 82. Unpaid accounts,
q 2546.
Governor, The-Overseas travel, q 643, 715. Supply of vehicle, 830. Resignation, q 841. Presentation of Address-in-Reply to Governor's Speech,
1845. New appointment, q 2541.
Grievance Day-Suspension of Standing Order,
1739.
Grievances, 669, 1263, 1861.
Health (Amendment) Bill, 2637, 2639.
Hospitals-Nurses' dispute, q 943. Royal Melbourne, q 2085.
Housing-Interest rates, q 1839.
Industrial Affairs-Builders Labourers Federation:
Government action, q 2001; Government policy,
2437. Royal Melbourne Hospital dispute, q 2085.
Disruption in Victoria, 2230.
Joint Sitting of Parliament-Deakin University,
2539.
Labour and Industry (Butcher Shops) Bill, 2468.
Lands-Replacement parklands for National Tennis Centre, q 306.
Legislative Council-Deliberative vote of President,
q 192.
Liquor Control (Vigneron's Licences) Bill, 1419.
Medical Services-Nurses' dispute, q 943.
Members-Involvement of honourable member for
Waverley Province in Nunawading Province byelection, q J531.
Metropolitan Transit Authority-Administration
costs, q 1623. Strike by Australian Railways Union,
q 1837.
Ministerial Statement-Resignation of Governor,
715.
Ministry, The-Confidentiality of Cabinet documents, q 192. Involvement in Nunawading Province by-election: of staff, q 471, q 472, q 549, q 644,
q 646, q 746; of Ministers, q 645. Propriety of
Premier, 669. Travel and accommodation of
Premier, q 743, q 749, q 839, q 841. Pre-empting
of investigations by Minister for Police and Emergency Services, q 1233. Credibility of Premier,
1263.
National Tennis Centre, q 2089.
National Tennis Centre Bill, 501.
Parliament-Processes of and disposition of business, 2551.
Personal Explanation, 839.
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Kennett, Mr J. G.-continued

Wages-Flow-on of national wage determination to
Points of Order-Reading of speech, 180. Tabling of
quoted documents, 181, 1679. Answers to quesBuilders Labourers Federation, q 2217.
tions not to be debated, 300, 1413, 1840, 200 1.
Premier's action should be allowed to be debated,
Kilmore Sewerage Authority-Unpaid account, 178,
669. Grievance debate should allow for reflections
182.
on Government, 672. Availability of sufficient
copies of Ministerial statement, 710. Offensive
remarks, 725, 1228, 2234. Relevancy of remarks, Kirkwood, Mr C. W. D. (Preston)
747, 833, 1842, 2026, 2218. Rule of sub judice,
Education-Funding of places in tertiary institu1003, 1004. Question without notice: to relate to
tions, q 306.
Government administration, q 1029; admissibilIndustrial Affairs-Bans imposed by Builders
ity, 1125. Upholding of Standing Order No. 108,
Labourers Federation, q 1238.
1031. Members should address Chair, 1084.
Metropolitan Transit Authority-Strike by AustralAssurance sought of Minister, 1127. Allegations
ian Railways Union, q 1531.
against members, 1227, 1414, 1415. Pre-empting
Mortuary Industry and Cemeteries Administration
ofinvestigations by Minister for Police and EmerCommittee-Report on cemetery management
gency Services, 1230. Reference to debate in same
and reserves, 2445.
sessiOn, 1280. A vailability of quoted document,
Police Department-Forensic Science Laboratory,
1320,2568. Use offorms of House, 1405. Matter
q 1733.
raised on debate on motion for adjournment of
State Transport Authority-Strike by Australian
sitting, 1406. Identifying of quoted document,
Railways Union, q 1531.
1858. Right to ask identical question, 2220. InterUnions-Builders Labourers Federation, q 1238.
jections, 2560. Taxis for Parliamentary staff, 2659.
Australian Railways Union, q 1531.
PoJice Department-Inquiry into nuclear disarmaVictorian Post-Secondary Education Commisment how-to-vote cards, q 471, q 472, q 549, q 644,
sion-Funding of places in tertiary institutions,
q 645,q 646.
q 306.
Police Regulation (Amendment) BiB, 2326.
Rulings and Statements as Acting ChairmanPublic Service-Golden handshakes to employees,
Debate-Correct titles to be used, 1706. Relevancy
q 2.
of remarks, 2025, 2026.
Questions Without Notice-Guidelines, 1411.
Rulings and Statements as Acting SpeakerResidential Tenancies BiB, 1654, 1694.
Debate-Order of call, 452, 2241. U nparliamentary
Road Traffic Authority-Unregistered Government
expression, 540. Reflection on Governor requires
vehicles, q 6, q 82.
substantive motion, 669. Relevancy of remarks,
Rural Finance Commission-Housing interest rates,
855, 1647, 2238. Interjections, 959, 960, 1186.
q 1839.
Honourable members to address Chair, 997. IdenSouth Africa-Government sanctions, q 1411.
tification of quoted document, 1151, 1188. OffenSport and Recreation-National Tennis Centre,
sive remark, 2234, 2236, 2238. Tabling of quoted
q 306, q 2089.
document, 2240. Respect should be shown for
State Bank-Housing interest rates, q 1839.
Industrial Relations Commission, 2409.
State Insurance Office-Losses, q 402.
State Transport Authority-Administration costs,
q 1623. Strike by Australian Railways Union, Knox Prices Action Group-Survey on red meat, 666.
q 1837. V/Line accounts, q 2546.
Kyneton Water Board-Agreement with Woodleigh
Superannuation Schemes Amendment Bill, 1872.
Heights Resort Development Pty Ltd, 2330, 2335.
Taxation-Status of trusts, q 299. Federal policies,
q 1027, q 1123.
L
Transport (Victorian Ports Authority) Bill, 1638.
Trusts-Tax status, q 299.
Latrobe Valley-Government offices, 455, 460.
Unions-Builders Labourers Federation: proposed Latrobe Valley Water and Sewerage Board-Ocean
legislation, 1265; Government action, q 200 I;
outfall for Latrobe Valley effluent, 680, 681.
National Tennis Centre, q 2089; flow-on of
national wage determination, q 2217; Government policy, q 2437. Australian Railways Union, Lea, Mr D. J. (Sandringham)
Appropriation (1985-86, No. I) Bill, 1142.
q 1837. Hospital Employees Federation, q 2085.
Clerk, The-Retirement of J. H. Campbell, Esq.,
Industrial disruption, 2230.
201.
Universities-Deakin,2539.
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Lea, Mr D. J.-continued
Environment Protection (Industrial Waste) Bill,
2386.
Fair Trading Bill, 615.
Historic Buildings (Amendment) Bill, 2054.
Land Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1772.
Lotteries Gaming and Betting (Gaming Machines)
Bill, 39.
Melbourne University (Amendment) Bill, 2289.
National Tennis Centre Bill, 521.
Road Traffic Authority-Traffic lights for South
Road adjacent to Moorabbin College of T AFE,
1982.
State Electricity Commission (Amendment) Bill,
1946.
Transport (Amendment) Bill, 2069.
Legal Aid Commission-Mrs Marjorie Altman, 666,
1276.
Legal and Constitutional Committee-Appointment of
members, 409. Report presented: burden of proof
in criminal cases, 2549.
Legislative Council-President: deliberative vote,
q 192, q 479; powers, q 406.
Leigh, Mr G. G. (Malvern)
Address-in-Reply, 371.
Appropriation (1985-86, No. I) Bill, 1165, 1348.
Australian Labor Party-Donation to Frankston
councillor, 827. Staff involvement in Nunawading
Province by-election, 1222.
Children-WorkCare costs to kindergartens, 2434.
Dollar Sweets Co. Pty Ltd-Po1ice protection, q 85.
Industrial dispute, 458,677.
Electoral-Nunawading Province by-election, 1222,
q 1326.
Frankston-Donation to Councillor Knowles, 827.
Government Departments and InstrumentalitiesOccupation of housing by Squatters Union ofVictoria, 1832, 1982.
Grievance Day-Suspension of Standing Order,
1740.
Grievances, 677.
Housing-Occupation by Squatters Union of Victoria, 1832, 1982.
Industrial Affairs-Dollar Sweets Co. Pty Ltd industrial dispute, 458, 677.
Land Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1763.
Long Service Leave (Portable Benefits) Bill, 2420.
Melbourne University (Amendment) Bill, 1605.
Members-Alleged involvement of honourable
member for Malvern in N unawading Province byelection, 1222.
Ministry, The-Staff involvement in Nunawading
Province by-election, q 1326.
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Leigh, Mr G. G.-continued
Motor Car (Further Amendment) Bill, 1436.
Mountain District Cattlemen's Association of Victoria-N unawading Province by-election, 1222.
National Parks (Alpine National Park) Bill, 1463.
National Tennis Centre Bill, 537.
Oakleigh-City council, 254, 2536, q 2544.
Pay-roll Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1792.
Points of Order-Reference to electorate, 244.
U nparliamentary expression, 583, 1234. A vailability of quoted document, 935. Casting aspersions on Leader ofthe Opposition, 10 10. Relevancy
of remarks, 1133, 1148. Ignoring ruling of Chair,
1133. Matters raised in debate on the motion for
adjournment of sitting should relate to Government business, 1301. Offensive remark, 1984.
Police Department-Inquiry into Nunawading
Province by-election, 1222, q 1326.
Residential Tenancies Bill, 1705.
Squatters Union of Victoria-Occupation of Government-owned housing, 1832, 1982.
Transport (Amendment) Bill, 2106,2117,2119,2125,
2126,2130,2132,2133.
WorkCare-Costs to kindergartens, 2434.
Leo Cussen Institute for Continuing Legal Education-Report for the year 1984, 2445.
Leur Constructions Pty Ltd-Contract for Warrnambool High School, 2431.
Liberal Party-Policies, 653,682, 1856, 1861. Privatization policy, 1248, 1253.
Lieberman, Mr L. S. (Benambra)
Address-in-Reply, 366.
Appropriation (1985-86, No. 1) Bill, 803, 1342.
Chisholm Institute of Technology-Director, q 4,
q 81,q 187,q 302,q 406,q 480,q 551.
Constitution (Governor's Salary and Pension) Bill,
924.
Decentralized Industry Incentive Payments
(Amendment) Bill, 2195, 2198.
EducationBuildings and Grounds-Plumbers and Gas-fitters
Employees Union bans, q 2354.
Department-Unregistered vehicles, q 7. Directorgeneral, q 1323, 1720.
Ministry oJ-Restructure, q 1731, q 2356.
Post-secondary-Director of Chisholm Institute of
Technology, q 4, q 81, q 187, q 302, q 406,
q 480, q 551. T AFE examination papers, q 2355.
Students-Effect of teachers' strike, q 1031. Transport to higher school certificate examinations,
q 1629.
Electoral-Nunawading Province by-election, 1239,
q 1320.

(28)

INDEX

Lieberman, Mr L. S.-continued
Employment and Training (Rebates) Bill, 2395.
Government Departments and InstrumentalitiesUnregistered vehicles, q 7.
Grievances, 1239.
Health (Blood Donations) Bill, 112.
Legislative Council-Powers of the President, q 406.
Melbourne University (Amendment) Bill, 2284.
Ministry, The-Pre-empting of investigations by
Minister for Police and Emergency Services, 1239,
q 1320.
Mountain District Cattlemen's Association of Victoria-Nunawading Province by-election, 1240,
q 1320. Allegations re Mr Maguire, 1240.
National Parks (Alpine National Park) Bill, 700.
Points of Order-Tabling of quoted document, 302,
1364. Identification of quoted document, 699.
Imputation against honourable member, 1132.
Presence of Ministers in the House, 1147. Preempting of investigations by Minister for Police
and Emergency Services, 1235. Allegations of guilt,
1244. Availability of quoted document, 1245.
Public Service Board-Report on former Education
Department, 1720.
Road Vehicles-Unregistered Government vehicles,
q 7.
State Finance-Commonwealth capital works allocation, q 2354.
Unions-Plumbers and Gasfitters Employees Union,
q 2354.
Victorian Institute of Secondary Education-Transport of students to higher school certificate examinations, q 1629.
Liquor Control Commission-Sporting club permits,
1116, 1118. Beer prices, 1722, 1725. Wine deliveries, 1722, 1725. Subscription fees for licensed
clubs, 1829, 1833. Under-age drinking in hotels,
1979,1985.
Liquor Industry-Inquiry by Or Nieuwenhuysen, 1852.
Local Government (See ·'Municipalities".)
Local Government Commission-Appointment of
chairperson, q 3, q 473. Restructure of municipalities, q 2353.
M

McCutcbeon, Andrew (St Kilda)
Births, Deaths and Marriages, Registry of-Microfilming of historical records, 1305.
Chiltern-Adverse possession scheme, 400.
Constitution Act Amendment (Electoral Material)
Bill, The, 1737.
Environment Protection (Industrial Waste) Bill,
1606, 1609,2388.

McCutcheon, Andrew-continued
Geelong and District Water Board-Water supply
for Geelong, 641.
Groundwater (Border Agreement) Bill, 846, 973,
1561.
Latrobe Valley-Government offices, 460.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
(Reconstitution) Bill, 950, 1044.
Planning and Environment-Siting of proposed hotel
and convention centre, 1305.
Property and Services, Department of-Adverse
possession scheme, 400. Government offices in
Latrobe Valley, 460. Land information system,
q 646. Microfilming of historical records, 1305.
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages
(Amendment) Bill, 89, 224, 886,889, 890.
Residential Tenancies Bill, 1687.
Royal Melbourne Show-Government exhibits,
q 191.
Titles Office-Dealings, q 552.
Transfer of Land (Share Interests) Bill, 2446, 2601.
Water-Northern water storages, q 303. Geelong
supply, 641. Law reform, 940. Wimmera-Mallee
pipeline, 2657.
Water Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1131, 1285, 1289,
2159,2164,2601,2602.
Water Resources, Department of-Report, "Victorian Water Law Principles and Options for
Reform 1985", 940.
McDonald, Mr M. J. (Whittlesea)
Agriculture and Rural Affairs, Department of-Rural
Affairs Office, q 1235.
Children-Pre-school education, 2011.
Dairy Industry-Government assistance, q 2216.
Education-Whittlesea Technical High School, 638.
Government Departments and InstrumentalitiesUnpaid accounts, 178.
Kilmore Sewerage Authority-Unpaid account, 178.
Kyneton Water Board-Agreement with Woodleigh
Heights Resort Development Pty Ltd, 2330.
Metropolitan
Transit Authority-Craigieburn-Upfield bus service, 1403. Electrification of
Broadmeadows-Craigieburn line, 1403.
Municipalities-Proposed amalgamation of shires
of Elt ham and Diamond Valley, 252.
Petition-Pre-school education, 2011.
Rutherglen-Visit by Premier, q 1235.
Taxation-Commitment of Government, q 480.
Woodleigh Heights Resort Development Pty Ltd,
2330.
McGratb, Mr J. F. (Warmambool)
Appropriation (1985-86, No. 1) Bill, 1094.
Brothels-Prohibition, 88.
Children-Pre-school education, 1129.
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McGrath, Mr J. F.-continued
Construction Industry Long Service Leave BoardWorkers' entitlements, 1270.
Co-operation (Amendment) Bill, 2318, 2322.
Country Fire Authority-Unpaid accounts, 544.
Credit (Administration) (Amendment) Bill, 2295.
Dairy Industry (Milk Price) Bill, 2629.
Education-Residence attached to Wangoom Primary School, 1271. Warrnambool High School, 2431.
Marysville Primary School, 2656.
Government Departments and InstrumentalitiesUnpaid accounts, 544.
Grievances, 1270.
Historic Buildings (Amendment) Bill, 2050, 2057.
Housing-Funding for country areas, 1272. Stamp
duty exemptions for first home buyers, 2079.
Housing (Commonwealth-State-Northern Territory Agreement) Bill, 988.
Land (Miscellaneous Matters) Bill, 2599.
Leur Constructions Pty Ltd-Contract for Warrnambool High School, 2431.
Municipalities-Road funding. 1271.
National Mutual Permanent Building Society Bill,
2528.
Petitions-Brothels, 88. Pre-school education, 1129.
Delta Task Force, 1129.
Police Department-Delta Task Force, 1129. New
station for Warrnambool, 1272.
Public Works Department-Warrnambool High
School, 2431.
Questions Without Notice-Answers of Ministers,
1270.
Racing (Fixed Percentage Distribution) Bill, 51.
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages
(Amendment) Bill, 886.
Residential Tenancies Bill, 1671.
Road Construction Authority-Road funding, 1271.
Stamp Duty-Exemption for first home buyers, 2079.
State Insurance Office-Register of superannuation
participants, q 1324.
Urban Land Authority (Amendment) Bill, 631.
McGrath, Mr W. D. (Lowan)
Apprentices-Block release program, 1403.
Appropriation (1985-86, No. I) Bill, 1066, 1365.
Education-Work experience program of Horsham
Technical School, 455.
Essential Services Act-Invoking of, q 1631.
Grain Elevators Board-Public authority dividend
tax, q 6, q 189. Canac report, q 553.
Grain Industry-Freight rates, 950, 1223. Deregulation of freight transport, q 20 Io.
Groundwater (Border Agreement) Bill, 1561.
Lotteries Gaming and Betting (Amendment) Bill.
1879.
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McGrath, Mr W. D.-continued
Lotteries Gaming and Betting (Gaming Machines)
Bill. 29,484.
Metropolitan Transit Authority-Strike by Australian Railways Union, q 1631.
Ministry, The-Motion of condemnation of Minister for Transport, 950.
Motor Car (Further Amendment) Bill, 1432.
Motor Car (Photographic Detection Devices) Bill,
1956,2018,2021,2028,2038.
National Tennis Centre Bill, 496, 1563.
Point of Order-Reflection on Chair, 1405.
Police Regulation (Amendment) Bill, 1925, 1932.
Public Authority Dividend Tax-On Grain Elevators Board, q 6, q 189.
Racing (Fixed Percentage Distribution) Bill, 48.
Road Transport-Of grain, q 748.
Rural Communications Ply Lld-Block release program for apprentices, 1403.
Serviceton-Victorian Railways Institute Hall, 542.
State Transport Authority-Canac report, q 553.
Grain freight rates, q 748, 950, 1223. Strike by
Australian Railways Union, q 1631. Transportation of grain harvest, q. 201 O.
Tattslotto-Prize money, q 478.
Transport (Amendment) Bill, 2062, 2114, 2122, 2128.
Transport (Victorian Ports Authority) Bill, 1476,
1642,1647.
Unions-Builders Labourers Federation: work
experience program, Horsham Technical School,
455; proclamation of legislation, q 1322. Industrial pressure on non-unionists in Wimmera area,
1518. Australian Railways Union, q 1631.
Victorian Farmers and Graziers Associatio'n-Canac
report, q 553.
Water-Wimmera-Mallee pipeline, 2652.
McMahon, Mr James A.-Non-payment of account
by Kilmore Sewerage Authority, 178, 182.
McNamara, Mr P. J. (Benalla)
Agriculture and Rural Affairs, Department of-Carcass classification system, q 306.
Bank Holidays (Amendment) Bill, 414.
Constitution (Governor's Salary and Pension) Bill,
918.
Dangerous Goods-HAZMA T scheme, q 1734,
q 2091.
Education-Closure of rural schools, 752.
Employment-Industrial disruption, 2235.
Employment and Training (Rebates) Bill, 2393.
Environment Protection (Industrial Waste) Bill,
2367.
Firearms (Amendment) Bill, 2273, 2279, 2283, 2284.
Grievances, 1865.
Hairdressers Registration (Repeal) Bill, 2515.
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McNamara, Mr P. J.-continued
Hazardous Materials-HAZMA T scheme, q 1734,
q 2091.
Industrial Affairs-Disruption in Victoria, 2235.
Industrial Relations (Complementary Industrial
Relations System) Bill, 849.
Ministry, The-Censure of Minister for Police and
Emergency Services by Victoria Police Association, q 946.
National Parks (Alpine National Park) Bill, 693.
National Tennis Centre Bill, 509.
Petition-Rural schools, 752.
Police Regulation (Amendment) Bill, 845.
Readiness Review Committee-Report on disaster
management arrangements of State Emergency
Service, q 1837,1865.
Residential Tenancies Bill, 327, 1691, 1698.
State Emergency Service-Report on disaster management arrangements, q 1837, 1865.
Unions-Victoria Police Association, q 946. Industrial disruption, 2235.
Victoria Police Association-Censure of Minister for
Police and Emergency Services, q 946.
Maclellan, Mr R. R. C. (Berwick)
Address-in-Reply, 144.
Ambulance Services-Resolution of Legislative
Council, 1298.
Appropriation (1985-86, No. 1) Bill, 1210.
Associations Incorporation (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill, 2472.
Bulletin. The-Tape of interview between Mr
Richard Farmer and Leader of the Opposition,
1283.
Campbell, J. H., Esq.-Retirement, 200.
Children-Child care and kindergarten programs,
1418.
Clerk, The-Retirement of J. H. Campbell, Esq.,
200.
Constitution (Governor's Salary and Pension) Bill,
916.
Construction Industry Long Service Leave (Amendment) Bill, 1900, 1908, 1911.
Coroners Bill (No. 2), 2574.
Firearms (Amendment) Bill, 2280.
Grievances, 1283.
Health (Blood Donations) Bill, 97.
Housing (Commonwealth-State-Northern Territory Agreement) Bill, 1391.
Industrial Relations (Complementary Industrial
Relations System) Bill, 853.
Juries (Amendment) Bill, 2579.
Land Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1769.
Long Service Leave (Portable Benefits) Bill, 2424.
Lotteries Gaming and Betting (Gaming Machines)
Bill, 33, 41,42.

Maclellan, Mr R. R. C.-continued
Parliament-Processes of and disposition of business, 2563.
Petition-Child care and kindergarten programs,
1418.
Points of Order-Un parliamentary expression, 203.
Availability of quoted documents, 514, 2569.
Honourable member should not seek corroboration of press reports, 645. Tabling of quoted document, 674. InteJjection of honourable member for
Melbourne, 959. Question should relate to Government administration, 1122. Matter under police
investigation, 1127. End of procedure when leave
is refused, 1130. Presence of Ministers in House,
1147. Allegations against members, 1243. Relevancy of remarks, 1353. Offensive remark should
not have to be repeated, 1421. Amendment to
Address-in-Reply, 1844. Discretion of Speaker to
determine whether Bill is a private Bill, 2040.
Industrial relations commissioners not members
of judiciary, 2409.
Premier and Cabinet, Department ofthe-Appointment of consultant, 2651.
Property and Services, Department of-Appointment of consultants, 2651.
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages
(Amendment) Bill, 883.
Residential Tenancies Bill, 1696.
Sale of Land (Allotments) Bill, 1920.
Stamps and Business Franchise (Tobacco) (Amendment) Bill, 1805, 1807.
State Relief Committee Bill, 1736.
Town and Country Planning (Westernport) Bill,
2498.
Transport (Amendment) Bill, 2095, 2117, 2119, 2122,
2124,2126,2133.
Water Acts (Amendment) Bill, 2157.
Western port (Oil Refinery) (Further Amendment)
Bill,134.
Maguire, Mr-Nunawading Province by-ejection,
1240, 1243, 1245. Allegations of Minister for Police
and Emergency Services, q 1416.
Mathews, Mr C. R. T. (Oakleigh)
Army Officer Cadet School, Portland, 1118.
Arts, The-Australian Centre for Contemporary Art,
837. GeeJong Art Gallery, 1407. Commonwealth
funding, q 2547.
Associations Incorporation (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill, 2474.
Australian Council for the Arts-Funding for Victoria, q 2547.
Australian Labor Party-Donation to Frankston
councillor, 941. Staff involvement in Nunawading
Province by-election, 1227.
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Mathews, Mr C. R. T .-continued
Ballarat-Proposed national aviation museum, 1985.
"Big M" Marathon-Police fees, q 645.
Brothel-In Wells Road, Seaford, 2436.
Bulletin. The-Tapes of interview between Mr
Richard Farnler and Leader of the Opposition,
q 1008, q 1034.
Consumer Affairs-Sale of replica- guns, 1524.
Coroners Bill (No. 2), 2166, 2305.
Country Fire Authority-Unpaid accounts, 547.
Courts Amendment Bill, 2446, 2604.
Crimes (Amendment) Bill, 1037,2482.
Electoral-Nunawading Province by-election, 836,
941, 1227, q 1234, q 1236, 1243, q 1320, q 1416,
q 153 I. Monash Province by-election, q 1030,
q I 126. Sale of liquor from electorate office of Mr
Graham Ihlein, q 1319, 1407.
Equal Opportunity (Amendment) Bill, 1399, 1510,
2497.
Evidence (Amendment) Bill, 2166, 2302.
Farmer, Mr Richard-Bulletin article, 1008.
Firearms-Replica weapons, 1524. Delays in registration, q 2009.
Firearms (Amendment) Bill, 1423, 1569,2278,2283.
Frankston-Donation to councillor, 941.
Geelong-Funding for art gallery, 1407.
Government Departments and InstrumentalitiesUnpaid accounts, 547. Occupation of housing by
Squatters Union of Victoria, 1835.
Grievances, 1243.
Hazardous Materials-HAZMA T scheme, q 1735,
q 2091.
Housing-Occupation by Squatters Union of Victoria, 1835.
Ihlein, Mr Graham-Sale of liquor from electorate
office, q 1319,1407.
Interpretation of Legislation (Further Amendment)
Bill,2465.
Juries (Amendment) Bill, 2213, 2308.
Legal Aid Commission (Amendment) Bill, 2446,
2608.
Legal Profession Practice (Amendment) Bill, 1424,
1572,2301.2302.
Leo Cussen Institute for Continuing Legal Education-Report for year 1984, 2445.
Liquor Control Commission-Sale of liquor from
electorate office, q 1319, 1407. Under-age drinking
in hotels, 1985.
Magistrates (Summary Proceedings) (Amendment)
Bill, 1400, 1514, 2485.
Maguire, Mr-Nunawading Province by-election,
1245. Allegations of Minister for Police and Emergency Services, q 1416.
Members-Nunawading Province by-election:
alleged involvement of honourable member for
Malvern, 941, 1227; involvement of honourable
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Mathews, Mr C. R. T .-continued
member for Waverley Province, q 1236; photographing by honourable member for Waverley
Province, q 1531.
Metropolitan Transit Authority-Car parking at
Mount WaverJey railway station, 1227.
Ministry, The-Censure of Minister for Police and
Emergency Services by Victoria Police Association, q 946. Pre-empting of investigations into
Nunawading Province by-election, q 1320.
Mountain District Cattlemen's Association of Victoria-Nunawading Province by-election, 836,
941, q 1126, 1227, 1244, q 1320. Statement by Mr
Graeme Stoney, q 1234. Allegations about Mr
Maguire, q 1416.
National Mutual Permanent Building Society Bill,
2077,2095.
Parliament-Processes of and disposition of business, 2567.
Penalties and Sentences Bill, 2076, 2311.
Peninsula Road Safety Committee-Program, 1835.
Personal Explanation, 1866.
Planning-Permit. for brothel in Wells Road, Seaford,2436.
Points of Order-Restraint required in debate on
Sovereign representatives, 671. Acknowledgment
of responsibility on matters raised, 1223. Allegations against honourable members, 1243.
Honourable member for Malvern directing
honourable members not to answer quorum bells,
1859.
Police DepartmentCrime-Paedophilia, q 476.
Drugs-Related to traffic accidents, 1119. Drug
Squad, q 2221.
General-Fees for attendance at sporting events,
q 645. Inquiry into Nunawading Province byelection, 836, 941, 1227. Tapes of interview
between Mr Richard Farmer and Leader of the
Opposition, 1008. Booking of cars parked at Mount
Waverley railway station, 1227. Forensic Science
Laboratory, q 1733. Under-age drinking in hotels,
1985. Tapping of dairy farmers' telephones, q 2088.
Report for the year 1984-85, 2644.
Staff-Overtime payments, 461. Transfer of Senior
Sergeant Barry Dickson, q 552.
Stations-Wangaratta, 1118. Builders Labourers
Federation bans, q 1626.
Police Regulation (Amendment) Bill, 845, 970, 1927,
1930,1933,1934,1935,2326.
Portsea-Army Officer Cadet School, 1118.
Public Works Department-Forensic Science Laboratory, q 1733.
Readiness Review Committee-Report on disaster
management arrangements of State Emergency
Service, q 1124, q 1838, 1866.
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Mathews, Mr C. R. T.-continued
Road Traffic Authority-Fire risks of catalytic converters, 1118. Drug-related traffic accidents, 1119.
Road safety program on Mornington Peninsula,
1835.
Sport and Recreation-Police fees for attendance at
events, Q 645.
Squatters Union of Victoria-Occupation of Government-owned housing, 1835.
State Emergency Service-Report on disaster management arrangements, Q 1124, Q 1838, 1866.
Tape Recordings-TPR process of verification,
Q 1529.
Unions-Victoria Police Association, Q 946. Builders Labourers Federation: bans on police station
building projects, Q 1626.
Uniting Church in Australia (Trust Property) Bill,
1399, 1428,2486.
Victoria Police Association-Censure of Minister for
Police and Emergency Services, Q 946.
Wrongs (Contribution) Bill, 2468.
Medical Services-Nursing: Government wages offer,
Q 471, Q 553, Q 745; dispute, 937,940, Q 943; conditions and pay, 1238, 2011.
Members-Distribution of material, 482. Travel and
accommodation concessions, Q 743. Q 744, q 844.
Involvement in Nunawading Province byelection, 935, 941, 1222, 1227, q 1236, Q 1531. Sale
ofliQuor from electorate office, Q 1318, 1400, 1407.
Invitation to official functions in electorates, 1612.
1615. Notification of events in electorates, 1831,
1833.
Mental Health-Glenhuntly Rehabilitation Centre,
2429,2434.
Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board-HAZMA T
scheme, q 1734.
Metropolitan Transit AuthorityBus Services-In Templestowe, Doncaster and Warrandyte, 458, 459, 1005, 10 12, 1220, 1225. Craigieburn-Upfield, 1403, 1408. For Canterbury
Gardens estate. Bayswater North, 2533, 2538.
Improvement, q 2545.
Fares-Increases, Q 299.
General-Sale of railway reservation land in Mornington area, 78, 79. Public transport: to football
grand final, Q 404; use of two modes of transport
by students in Kew, 1304. Workshop under
Auburn Road railway overpass, 1276. St Albans
Square project, 1302. Ainders Delicatessen, 1519,
1522. Administration costs, Q 1623. Disciplinary
action against striking employees, q 1624. Staff:
attrition, Q 1625; level, Q 2349, q 2350. Consultation on transport services, Q 1627.

Metropolitan Transit Authority-continued

Rail Services-Lilydale-Healesville line, 255, 258,
Q 643. For Geelong on grand final and Show days,
392, 398. Proposed gangers' facility at Hampton
railway station, 456, 459, 1520, 1523. Station car
parking facilities: Glen Waverley, 635, 640; Mount
Waverley, 1225, 1227. Visual services for deaf
commuters, 636, 640. Disruption, Q 643. Facilities
for blind and partially sighted persons, 832.
Electrification of Broadmeadows-Craigieburn line,
1403, 1408. Strike by Australian Railways Union,
Q 1528, Q 1531, Q 1629, Q 1631, Q 1729, q 1837,
Q 2347. Proposed light rail service, Q 2090. Assaults
at Essendon railway station, 2333, 2337. Staffing
level, Q 2350.
Taxis-Availability and standard, Q 476.
Tram Services-Proposed tram track for Truganini
Road, Carnegie, 2078. In Batman Avenue, q 2437.
Footscray-Moonee Ponds, 2444. (See also "State
Transport Authority".)
Micallef, Mr E. J. (Springvale)
Economy, The-Private business investment, Q 840.
Employment-Effect of private business investment, Q 840.
Environment Protection (Industrial Waste) Bill,
2376.
Grain Industry-Deregulation of freight transport,
q 2351.
Motor Car (Further Amendment) Bill, 1443.
Municipalities-Agreement with Road Traffic
Authority on grain transport, q 2351.
Occupational Health and Safety CommissionMembers, Q 474.
Points of Order-U nparliamentary expression, 203.
Offensive remark, 2236. Inaccurate accusations,
2236.
Road Traffic Authority-Agreement with municipalities on grain transport, Q 2351.
Social Development Committee-Report on Therapeutic Goods and Cosmetics Bill, 2222.
Milk (See "Primary Industries-Dairy".)
Ministerial Statement-Resignation of Governor, 710.
Ministry, The-Confidentiality of Cabinet documents, Q 192. Involvement in Nunawading Province by-election: of staff, Q 471, Q 472, Q 549, Q 644,
q 646, q 746, Q 945, Q 1030, Q 1121, q 1326; of
Ministers, Q 645, Q 646, Q 1029, q 1125. Propriety
of Premier, 669. Travel and accommodation of
Premier, Q 743, Q 744, Q 749, Q 839, q 840, Q 841,
Q 843. Censure of Minister for Police and Emergency Services by Victoria Police Association,
Q 946. Motion of condemnation of Minister for
Transport, 950. Pre-empting of investigations by
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Ministry, The-continued
Minister for Police and Emergency Services,
q 1233, 1239, q 1320. Propriety of Minister for
Police and Emergency Services, 1246, 1248. Credibility of Premier, 1263. Censure of Minister for
Local Government, 1534.
Monbulk-Speed limit trials in electorate, 543, 546.

Muscular Dystrophy Association of Victoria-Funding for social worker at Royal Children's Hospital,
1007,1012.

N

Mornington Peninsula-Southern Peninsula Freeway,
640.

National Organization for the Reform of Marijuana
Laws-""Stop Noah Rally" poster, 1611, 1614.

Mortuary Industry and Cemeteries Administration
Committee-Report presented: cemetery management and reserves, 2445.

National Tennis Centre-Alternative accommodation
for occupiers of Ainders Park, 1400, 1407. Progress, q 1730. Builders Labourers Federation bans,
q 2007, q 2089, q 2219. Foundations, 2535, 2537.

Motor Car Traders Act 1973, 10.
Motor Car Traders Committee-Licensing of Mr
Richard Renzella, 650.
Mountain District Cattlemen's Association of Victoria-Nunawading Province by-election, 829,
836. 935, 941, 1006, 1011, q 1126, 1222, 1227,
1240, 1243, 1244, 1245, q 1320. Statement by Mr
Graeme Stoney, q 1234. Allegations about Mr
Maguire, 1240, 1243, 1245, q 1416. Letter of Mrs
Eileen McKee, 1253.
Mount Buffalo Chalet-Modernization, q 1325, 1402,
1406, q 1532.
Municipal Association of Victoria-Goulburn group,
2335.2336.
Municipal Association of Victoria Investment Service-Collapse, q 1629.
Municipalities-

Box Hill-Construction of child care centre, 1302.
Broadmeadows-lacana Recreation Study, 2077.
Chiltern-Adverse possession scheme, 396,400.
Doncasler and Templestowe-Garbage dispute, 1722.
Finance-Investments in Municipal Association of
Victoria Investment Service, q 1629. Self inquiry,
q 2541.

FrankslOn-Permit for brothel in Seaford, 733, 2433.
Donation to Councillor Knowles, 827, 832, 938,
941. Bathing boxes on foreshore, 2536.
Geelong-Car parking facilities, 1221, 1226.
General-Restructure, q 3, q 87, q 192, q 473, 546,
548, 2335, 2336, q 2353, 2653, 2658. Proposed
amalgamation of shires of Eltham and Diamond
Valley, 252,257, 546,548. Human resources program, 1223. 1226. Road funding, 1271, 1304. Censure of Minister for Local Government, 1534.
Agreement with Road Traffic Authority on grain
transport, q 2351. Bassinet loan scheme, q 2356.
Healesville-Yarra Glen Primary School, 735.
Knox-Road funding, 1304.
Numurkah-looth anniversary, 76,80.
Oakleigh-City council. 254, 257, 1002, 1008,2536,
2537, q 2544. Street lighting, 1724, 1726.
Warragul-Funding for workshop, 2077.

Natural Resources and Environment CommitteeAppointment of members, 409.
44New Wave" Concert-Cancellation, q 1326.
Norris, Mr T. R. (Dandenong)
Alcohol-Under-age drinking in hotels, 1979.
Advertising, 2655.
Appropriation (1985-86, No. I) Bill, 1073.
Arts, The-Commonwealth funding, q 2547.
Australian Council for the Arts-Funding for Victoria, q 2547.
Brown, Mr lim-Reporting of Nunawading Province by-election, 1006, 1277.
Consumer Affairs-Offensive greeting cards, 394.
Sale of replica guns, 1521.
Electoral-Nunawading Province by-election, 935,
1006, 1277. Monash Province eleCtion, q 1030.
Environment Protection Authority-Noise pollution of Festival Crescent, Dandenong, 77.
Firearms-Replica weapons, 1521.
Greeting Card Business-Offensive cards, 394.
Grievances, 1277.
Health-Abuse of alcohol and tobacco, 2655.
Health (Blood Donations) Bill, 96.
Liquor Control Commission-Under-age drinking
in hotels, 1979.
Members-Involvement of honourable member for
Malvern in Nunawading Province by-election, 935.
Metropolitan Transit Authority-Visual services for
deaf commuters, 636.
Mountain District Cattlemen's Association of Victoria-Nunawading Province by-election, 935,
1006.
National Tennis Centre Bill, 505.
Planning and Environment-Noise pollution of
Festival Crescent, Dandenong, 77.
Point of Order-Un parliamentary expression, 540.
Police Department-Inquiry into Nunawading
Province by-election, 935, 1006. Under-age drinking in hotels, 1979.
Public Trustee, Office of the-Wills-on-wheels
scheme, 2430.
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Norris, Mr T. R.-continued
Royal Melbourne Show-Government exhibits,
ql91.
Tobacco-Advertising, 2655.
Victoria-I 50th anniversary celebrations, q 2355.
WilIs-on-Wheels Scheme, 2430.
Nunawading Province By-election (See "Electoral".)

o
Occupational Health and Safety Commission-Members, q 474.
Ordnance Factory, Bendigo, q 188.

PeTrin, Mr D. J.-continued
Points of Order-Relevancy of remarks, 855. Identification of quoted document, 1188.
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages
(Amendment) Bill, 876.
Road Construction Authority-Eastern Freeway, 75.
Church Road, Templestowe, 729.
State Electricity Commission (Amendment) Bill,
1942.
Urban Land Authority (Amendment) Bill, 634.
Personal Explanations-By Mr Kennett, 839. By Mr
Richardson, 948. By Mr Stockdale, 949, 2548. By
Minister for Police and Emergency Services, 1866.
By Dr Coghill, 1914. By Mr Brown, 2483.

P

Parliament-Appointment ofofficers of the House, 194.
Televising and broadcasting of proceedings, 251,
643, 743, 839, 943. Prorogation, q 2348. Processes of and disposition of business, 2551. Taxis
for staff, 2659. (See also ""Business of the House"
and ""Members".)
Parliamentary Contributory Superannuation FundReport, 2549.
Peninsula Road Safety Committee-Program, 1829,
1835.
Peninsula Vehicle Sales Pty Ltd, 650, 2483.
Perrin, Mr D. J. (Bulleen)
Appropriation (1985-86, No. I) Bill, 1088, 1342,
1354, 1359.
Bank Holidays (Amendment) Bill, 418.
Construction Industry Long Service Leave (Amendment) Bill, 1897, 1903, 1905, 1907, 1909.
Education-Blackburn report, 256. Ayr Street Primary School, Doncaster, 396. Templestowe Park
Primary School, 729. Sale of land in City of Doncaster and Templestowe, 2535.
Housing (Commonwealth-State-Northern Territory Agreement) Bill, 1387.
Industrial Relations (Complementary Industrial
Relations System) Bill, 859.
Land Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1754.
Long Service Leave (Portable Benefits) Bill, 2417.
Metropolitan Fire Brigades Superannuation
(Amendment) Bill, 430.
Metropolitan Transit Authority-Bus services in
Templestowe, Doncaster and Warrandyte, 458,
1220.
Motor Car (Photographic Detection Devices) Bill,
2017,2022,2029,2031,2530.
National Parks (Alpine National Park) Bill, 1451.
National Tennis Centre Bill, 540, 563, 592.
Pay-roll Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1785, 1796.

Pesrott, Mr Roger (Bennettswood)
Appropriation (1985-86, No. I) Bill, 1197.
Australian Loan Council-Borrowings of Victorian
Tourism Commission, q 1532.
Children-Child care centre for City of Waverley,
1115.
Community Services-Child care centre for City of
Waverley, 1115. Box Hill child care centre, 1302.
Government Departments and InstrumentalitiesStaff travel arrangements, q 2349.
Industry-WorkCare levy on agricultural industry,
2534.
Long Service Leave (Portable Benefits) Bill, 2424.
Mount Buffalo Chalet-Modernization, 1402,
q 1532.
Petition-Healesville Freeway, 87.
Police Department-Inquiry into discount air fares,
q 745.
Road Construction Authority-Healesville Freeway, 87, 181.
South Africa-Visit by officer of Victorian Tourism
Commission, q 1841. Government sanctions,
q 2215.
Sport and Recreation-Hockey centre at Ashwood
Reserve, Jordanville, 639.
Victorian Tourism Commission-Mount Buffalo
Chalet, 1402, q 1532. Visit by officer to South
Africa, q 1841. Sale of airline tickets to South
Africa, q 2215. Travelling expenses of chairman,
q 2439.
Victour Properties Pty Ltd-Borrowing powers,
1402.
Waverley Hockey Club-Centre at Ashwood
Reserve, Jordanville, 639.
WorkCare-Levy on agricultural industry, 2534.
Petitions-Motor Car Traders Act 1973, 10. Duck
shooting, 10. Jells and Wellington roads intersection, 11. Returnable drink containers, 11. State
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Petitions-continued
Electricity Commission (Clearance of Lines) Act
1983, 11. Healesville Freeway. 87. Cyclists' safety
helmets, 88, 649. Brothels, 88, 1735. Tourist
attractions signposting, 193. Teacher staffing, 193.
Residential Tenancies Act, 308,409, 1633, 1735,
1843. Melton and Exford land rezoning, 408.
Brambles waste disposal site, Tullamarine, 408,
1632. St Kilda Income Stretchers Resource Centre,
481. Red meat trading hours, 556. Pre-school education, 556, 1036, 1129,2011. Sunshine Hospital,
649. Rural schools, 752. Rye-Blairgowrie secondary school, 752. Melba Avenue-Anderson Street
bypass, Lilydale, 752. Child care and kindergarten
programs, 949, 1418,2092,2357. Delta Task Force,
1129. Nurses' conditions and pay, 1238, 2011.
Werribee District Hospital funding, 1327. Murray-Goulburn Factory, 1418. Open cut mining in
Yendon, 1843. Parkland alienation, 2011. Prince
Henry's Hospital, 2222. Conservation of flora and
fauna, 2357. Dolphins. 2444. Forests preservation, 2444. Footscray-Moonee Ponds tram service, 2444. Submarine contract, 2548.
Phillip Hostel, Maribyrnong, q 473, 1257,2081,2082.
Phillip Island-Land slip, 454, 459.
Pinex Pty Ltd-Development of Fire-X, 937, 942.
Planning and Environment-

Environment-Returnable drink containers, 11.
APM Ltd, Maryvale effluent discharge into Latrot>e
River, 77, 79, 680, 681. Noise pollution at Festival
Crescent, Dandenong, 77, 79. Brambles Liquid
Waste Disposals, Tullamarine, 408, 1632. Health
risks associated with overhead transmission lines,
q 552,637,640,2330,2335. Supermarket trolleys,
1723, 1727.
P/anning-Melton and Exford land rezoning, 408.
Siting of proposed hotel and convention centre,
1301. Permit for brothel in Wells Road, Seaford,
2433.
Plowman, Mr S. J. (Evelyn)
Aboriginal Land (Framlingham Forest) Bill, 1972.
Appropriation (1985-86, No. I) Bill, 1337.
Building Control (Plumbers, Gasfitters and
Drainers) Bill, 2592.
Clerk, The-Retirement of J. H. Campbell, Esq.,
198.
Construction Industry Long Service Leave (Amendment) Bill, 1893.
Education-Yarra Glen Primary School, 732.
Environment Protection (Industrial Waste) Bill,
1424.
Forests and Country Fire Authority (Penalties) Bill,
2526.
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Plowman, Mr S. J.-continued
Forests (Wood Pulp Agreement) (Amendment) Bill,
2591.
Governor, The-Presentation of Address-in-Reply,
1844.
Grievance Day-Suspension of Standing Order,
1741.
Healesville Shire Council-Yarra Glen Primary
School,732.
Historic Buildings (Amendment) Bill, 2045, 2056.
Metropolitan
Transit
Authority-Lilydale-Healesville line, 255.
National Parks (Alpine National Park) Bill, 450.
Petition-Melba Avenue-Anderson Street bypass,
Lilydale, 752.
Points of Order-Identifying source of information,
153. Availability of quoted documents, 155. Rule
of anticipation, 648, 673. Answer to question not
to be debated, 1122, 2086. Guidelines on admissibility of questions without notice, 1128. Allegations against members, 1243, 1415. Relevancy of
remarks, 1352. Discretion of Speaker to determine
whether Bill is a private Bill, 2040. Closure of
debate, 2510.
Rail Preservation Society-Lilydale-Healesville line,
255.
Road Construction Authority-Melba A venue-Anderson Street bypass, Lilydale, 752.
Town and Country Planning (Brothels) Bill, 2532,
2592.
Town and Country Planning (Westemport) Bill,
2497,2510.
Police DepartmentCrime-Inquiry into Nunawading Province by-election how-to-vote cards, q 471, q 472, q 549, q 644,
q 645, q 646, 829, 836, 935, 941, q 945, 1006, 1011,
q 1034, 1222, 1227, q 1326, q 2544. Paedophilia,
q 476. Gun-running, 732, 734.
Drugs-Related to traffic accidents, 1118, 1119. Drug
Squad, q 2221.
General-Unpaid accounts, 77, 79. Hire of senior
citizens' club-rooms at Torquay, 77, 79. Traffic.
regulation on South Eastern Freeway, 396, 398.
Fees for attendance at sporting events, q 645.
Inquiry into discount air fares, q 745, q 944.
Inquiry into Nunawading Province by-election,
q 945, q 1034. Tapes of interview between Mr
Richard Farmer and Leader of the Opposition,
1003, 1008. Delta Task Force, 1129. Bookings of
cars parked at Mount Waverley railway station,
1225, 1227. "Stop Noah" Rally poster, 1611, 1614.
Builders Labourers Federation bans on building
projects, q 1626. Forensic Science Laboratory,
q 733. Under-age drinking in hotels, 1979, 1985.
Collection of on-the-spot fines, q 2002. Tapping
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Police Department-continued
of dairy farmers' telephones, q 2088. Road toll,
q 2438. Report for year 1984-'85, 2644.
Sta.D~Internal charges against policewoman Casey,
393, 398. Overtime payments, 458, 461. Transfer
of Senior Sergeant Barry Dickson, q 552. Discount
air fares, q 745, q.944.
Stations-Geelong, 731, 734. Wangaratta, 1114,
1118. Warrnambool, 1272. Builders Labourers
Federation bans, q 1626. Werribee, 1721, 1726.
Pollution (See "Environment Protection Authority" and
"Planning arid Environment-Environment".)
Portsea-Army Officer Cadet School, 1117, 1831, 1833.
Pope, Mr N. A. (Monbulk)
.Appropriation (1985-86, No. 1) Bill, 1056.
Conservation-Tree clearance in Dandenongs, 831.
Consumer Affairs-Safeway supermarket stores, 730.
Roof painting fraud, 1401.
Dandenongs-Tree clearance, 831.
Energy Resources-Returnable drink containers, 11.
Conservation program, q 190.
Grievances, 666.
Industrial Affairs-Sacking of public servants
involved in dispute, q 2086.
Industry, Technology and Resources-Energy conservation program, q 190.
Knox Prices Action Group-Survey on red meat,
666.
Local Government Commission-Appointment of
chairperson, q 473.
Monbulk-Speed limit trials in electorate, 543.
Municipalities-Restructure, q 473.
Petition-Returnable drink containers, 11.
Points of Order-Relevancy of remarks, 852, 855,
1352. Identifying quoted document, 1489.
Public Service-Sacking of officers involved in
industrial dispute, q 2086.
Road Traffic-Speed limit trials, 543.
Safeway Stores-Trading stamps, 730.
South Africa-Government sanctions, q 1317.
State Electricity Commission-Tree clearance in
Dandenongs, 831.
State Tender Board-Government sanctions against
South Africa, q 1317.
Trading Hours-For red meat, 666.
Premier and Cabinet, Department of the-Appointment of consultant, 2651, 2656.
Primary IndustriesDairy-Suicides of dairy farmers, q 1527. Costs and
incomes, q 1527. Decentralization grants, q 1840.
Government assistance, q 2216.
Fruit-Claim by Food Preservers Union of Australia for 36-hour week in canneries, q 1629.

Primary Industries-continued

General-Industrial protection, q 83. Effects of
Budget, q 404. Farmers facing bankruptcy, q 842.
Sunraysia horticultural export study, q 1319.
Grain-Freight rates, q 748, 950, 1223, 1226. Deregulation offreight transport, q 2010, q 2351, 2432,
2435.
Wine-Authentication program, q 1032.
Privatization, 1248.
Property and Services. Department of-Adverse possession scheme, 396, 400. Government offices in
Latrobe Valley, 455, 460. Land information system, q 646. Microfilming of historical records,
1303, 1305. Appointment of consultants, 2651,
2656.
Public Bodies Review Committee-Appointment of
members, 409.
Public Holidays-27 December 1985,2655,2657.
Public Prosecutions, Director of-Charges against
policewoman Casey, 393, 398.
Public Service-Golden handshakes to employees, q 2.
Exchange of staff with private sector, q 190. Collection of union fees, q 2006. Sacking of officers
involved in industrial disputes, q 2086. Holidays,
2655,2657.
Public Service Board-Former chairman, Or Cullen,
q 190. Restructure of Ministry of Education,
q 1625, q 1628. Report on former Education
Department, 1720, 1726.
Public Transport (See "Metropolitan Transit Authority" and "State Transport Authority".)
Public Trustee, Office of the-WiIIs-on-Wheels scheme,
2430.
Public Works DepartmentGeneral-Unregistered vehicles, q 6. Union membership of architects, 179, 184,663. Plumbers and
Gasfitters Employees Union of Australia, 664.
Demonstration of timber impregnated with
Fire-X, 937, 942. Energy conservation program,
q 1630. Forensic Science Laboratory, q 1733. Aowon of national wage determination to Builders
Labourers Federation, q 2352.
Schools- Yallourn College ofTAFE, 181, 185. Hawthorn West Primary, 456, 460. Kings Park Primary, 1830, 1834. Capital works expenditure, q 2091.
Warrnambool High, 2431.

Q
Questions without Notice-Answers: of Premier, 1246,
1247; of Ministers, 1270. Guidelines, 1411.
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Racing-Calcutta sweepstakes, q 4. Confidence trickster, 252, 257. Pre-race testing of blood and urine
samples, 1725, 1727. Blood typing for horse breeding, 1980. Country racecourses, q 2543. (See also
"Totalizator Agency Board".)
Raffles and Bingo Permits Board-Illegal bingo tickets, 397, 398. Controls on operations oflarge bingo
centres, 457, 460.
Rail Preservation Society-Lilydale-Healesville line,
255,258.
Railways (See "Metropolitan Transit Authority" and
"State Transport Authority".)

Ramsay, Mr J. H. (Balwyn)
Alcoa of Australia Ltd-Portland smelter: flow-on
of national wage determination to Builders
Labourers Federation, q 2004, q 2087.
Bank Holidays (Amendment) Bill, 410.
Bechtel Pacific Corporation Ltd-Flow-on of
national wage determination to Builders Labourers Federation, q 2352.
Business of the House-Production of tape recordings in House, 1554.
Community Employment Program-Allocation to
picketers of Dollar Sweets Co. Pty Ltd, q 86.
Construction Industry LongService Leave (Amendment) Bill, 1422, 1885, 1910, 1911.
Dollar Sweets Co. Pty lld-Government allocation
to picketers, q 86.
Employment and Training (Rebates) Bill. 2076, 2391.
Government Departments and InstrumentalitiesAow-on of national wage detennination to Builders Labourers Federation, Q 2087.
Hairdressers Registration (Repeal) Bill, 2246, 2511,
2521.
Industrial Affairs-Disruption in Victoria, 2222.
Industrial Relations (Amendment) Bill, 1884.
Labour and Industry (Registration Fees) Bill, 1422,
1827.
Land Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1753.
Long Service Leave (Portable Benefits) Bill, 2398.
Point of Order-Tabling of quoted document, 2229.
Public Works Department-Aow-on of national
wage detennination to Builders Labourers Federation, q 2352.
Superannuation Schemes Amendment Bill, 1873.
Tape Recordings-Production in House, 1554.
Unions-Builders Labourers Federation: flow-on of
national wage determination, q 2004, q 2087,
q 2352. Industrial disruption, 2222.
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Ramsay, Mr J. H.-continued
Wages-Flow-on of national wage detennination to
Builders Labourers Federation, q 2004, q 2087,
q 2352.
Rape-Within marriage, q 2.
Ray, Mrs M. E. (Box Hill)
Bicycles-Safety helmets for cyclists, 88.
Education-Community languages, q 8. Strike by
Technical Teachers Union of Victoria, Victorian
Teachers Union and Victorian Secondary Teachers Union, q 1417.
Hospitals-Nursing wage offer, q 745.
Medical Services-Government wage offer to nurses,
q 745.
National Parks (Alpine National Park) Bill, 452.
Petition-Cyclists' safety helmets, 88.
Social Development Committee-Report on Willsmere Hospital, 2445.
Unions-Strike by Technical Teachers Union of
Victoria, Victorian Teachers Union and Victorian
Secondary Teachers Association, q 1417.
Readiness Review Committee-Report on disaster
management arrangements of State Emergency
Service, q 1124, q 1837, 1865, 1866.
Remington, Mr K. H. (Melbourne)
Address-in-Reply, 355.
Appropriation (1985-86, No. I) Bill, 1186.
Bank Holidays (Amendment) Bill, 416.
Conservation-Parkland alienation for National
Tennis Centre, 2011.
Employment and Industrial Affairs-Youth Guarantee Scheme, q 555.
Petition-Parkland alienation, 2011.
Points of Order-Offensive remark, 725. Relevancy
of remarks, 1135.
Sport and Recreation-Low-income family camp
scheme, q 2009.
State Bank-Perfonnance, q 1321.
Rulings and Statements as Acting SpeakerDebate-Imputations against members, 1505. Relevancy of remarks, 1505, 1506. Reading of speech,
1506. Availability of quoted document, 1507. Use
of correcttitles, 1509.
Residential Tenancies Act, 308, 409, 1633, 1735, 1843.
Retirement Village-Frankston Baptist Centre, 74, 78,
q 554,659.
Reynolds, Mr T. C. (Gisborne)
Address-in-Reply, 440.
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Reynolds, Mr T. C.-continued
Builders Labourers Federation, q 2007, q 2219.
Conservation-Replacement parklands for National
Tennis Centre, q 405.
Gambling-Illegal bingo tickets, 397.
Lotteries Gaming and Betting (Amendment) Bill,
1878.
Lotteries Gaming and Betting (Gaming Machines)
Bill. 25, 41, 485.
National Tennis Centre, q 304 q 405, q 2007,.
q2219,2535.
')
National Tennis Centre Bill, 21, 486,594,595,599,
1562.
Points ofOrder-Unparliamentary expression, 584.
Incorporation of material in Hansard, 595. Reading of speech, 1680. Answer to question not to be
debated, 2008.
Racing-Pre-race testing of blood and urine samples, 1725. Blood typing for horse breeding, 1980.
Racing (Fixed Percentage Distribution) Bill, 43.
Raffles and Bingo Permits Board-Illegal bingo
tickets, 397.
Sport and Recreation-National Tennis Centre,
q 304, q 405, q 2007, q 2219, 2535.
Unions-Builders Labourers Federation: National
Tennis Centre, q 2007, q 2219.
Richardson, Mr J. I. (Forest Hill)
Address-in-Reply, 358.
Appropriation (1985-86, No. 1) Bill, 1182.
Australian Labor Party-Staff involvement in
Nunawading Province by-election, q 1121.
Bicycles-Safety helmets for cyclists, 649.
Consumer Affairs-Labelling of pet food, 1278.
Credit (Administration) (Amendment) Bill, 2293.
Electoral-Nunawading Province by-election, q 300,
q 1121.
Ethnic Affairs Commission-Chairman, q 1322,
q 1324, q 1628. Purchase of vehicles from Community Employment Program grant, q 1630,
q 1732. Infiltration by socialist left, 1845.
Fair Trading Bill, 601, 622, 625.
Fisheries and Wildlife Service-Duck shooting season, 10.
Government, The-Consultants' reports on public
opinion, q 843.
Grievances, 1278, 1845.
Health, Department of-Labelling of pet food, 1278.
Herald-Incorrect reporting, 948.
Ministry, The-Involvement in Nunawading Province by-election, q 1121.
National Tennis Centre Bill, 528, 599.
Personal Explanation, 948.
Petitions-Duck shooting, 10. Cyclists' safety helmets, 649.

Richardson, Mr J.I.-continued
Points of Order-Tabling of quoted document, 153,
1679. Rule of anticipation, 232. Availability of
quoted documents, 357. Order of call, 526. Incorporation of material in Hansard, 586. Distribution of amendments, 627. Only one matter may
be raised by honourable member, 935. Question
not to seek opinion, 1030. Admissibility of questions without notice, 1125. End of procedure when
leave is refused, 1130. Relevancy of remarks, 1134,
1189. Identification of quoted document, 1189.
Imputations against honourable members, 1685.
Residential Tenancies Bill, 1683.
Road Traffic Authority-Safety helmets for cyclists,
649.
River Murray-Planning and management of Murray-Darling basin area, q 2005.
Road Construction AuthorityBridges-Road-rail bridge between Moama and
Echuca, q 1528. West Gate Bridge toll, q 2010.
Freeways-Eastern, 75,79. Healesville, 87, 181, 184.
South-Eastern, 396, 398. Southern Peninsula, 640.
Highways-Princes Highway East, 76, 79.
Roads-Funding, q 7, 1271, 1304. Femtree Gully
Road, Scoresby, 392, 398. Phillip Island tourist
road, 454, 459. Church Road, Templestowe, 729,
734. Melba A venue-Anderson Street bypass, Lilydale, 752. Forsyth Road overpass, 1114, 1119.
Street lighting for Dandenong-Hastings and Cranbourne-Frankston roads intersection, 1517.
Upgrading of Torquay-Barwon Heads road, 1981.
Road Traffic Authority-

General-Drug-related traffic accidents, 1118, 1119.
Photo point drivers' licences agencies, q 2221.
Road Sa/ety-Helmets for cyclists, 88, 543, 547,649,
1981,2430,2435. Program, q 947. Road-rail bridge
between Moama and Echuca, q 1528. On Mornington Peninsula, 1829, 1835. Bassinet loan
scheme, q 2356. Road toll, q 2438.
Road Traffic-Jells and Wellington roads intersection, 11. On Phillip Island, 454, 459. Speed limit
trials, 543, 546. Hoppers Crossing overpass, 1114,
1119. Lights for South Road adjacent to Moorabbin College of TAFE, 1982. Proposed Fairway in
Truganini Road, Carnegie, 2078. Agreement with
municipalities on grain transport, q 2351.
Road Vehicles-Unregistered Government vehicles,
q 1, q 4, q 6, q 7, q 8, q 82, q 307. Third-party
insurance, q 40 I, q 2443. Fire risk of catalytic converters, 1113, 1118.
Road Transport- Log books for truck drivers, 545,
547. Of grain, q 748.
Road Trauma Committee-Road safety, q 2438.
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Roper, Mr T. W. (Brunswick)
Accident Compensation Act-Interpretation of section 9,939.
Ambulance Services-Resolution of Legislative
Council, 1290.
Bicycles-Safety helmets for cyclists, 547.
Brothel-In Wells Road, Seaford, 734.
Children-Bassi net loan scheme, q 2356.
Conservation, Forests and Lands, Department ofUnregistered vehicles, q I.
Dental Technicians (Licences) Bill, 949, 1043.
Education-Templestowe Park Primary School, 734.
School buses, 547.
Essential Services Act-Invoking of, q 1729.
Geelong-Land for police station, 734.
Glenhuntly Rehabilitation Centre-Staffing, 2434.
Government Departments and InstrumentalitiesUnregistered vehicles, q I, q 8. Unpaid accounts,
q 2545, q 2546.
Grain Elevators Board-Canac report, q 554.
Grain Industry-Freight rates, 961. Deregulation of
freight transport, q 20 I0, q 2351, 2435.
Guardianship and Administration Board BillWithdrawn, 2358.
Guardianship and Administration Board Bill (No.
2),2447.
Health-Financial assistance for AIDS victims, 257.
Health (Amendment) Bill, 2532, 2638.
Health (Blood Donations) Bill, 19, 114.
Historic Buildings (Amendment) Bill, 1425.
Hospitals-Colac District Hospital board, 399.
Nurses dispute, 940.
Industry-Construction of Hong Kong rail system,
q 2442.
Intellectually Disabled Persons' Services BiIlWithdrawn, 2358.
Intellectually Disabled Persons' Services Bill (No.
2), 2446, 2615.
Medical Services-Nurses dispute, 940.
Mental Health-Glenhuntly Rehabilitation Centre.
2434.
Mental Health Bill-Withdrawn, 2358.
Mental Health Bill (No. 2), 2446, 2611.
Metropolitan Transit AuthorityBus Services-In Doncaster and Templestowe, 1225.
Craigieburn-Upfield, 1408. For Canterbury Gardens estate, Bayswater North, 2538. Improvement, q 2545.

General-Sale of railway reservation land in Mornington area, 79. Public transport to football grand
final, q 404. Flinders Delicatessen, 1522. Administration costs, q 1623. Disciplinary action against
striking employees, q 1624. Consultation on
transport services, q 1627. Staff, q 2349.

(39)

Roper, Mr T. W.-continued

Rail Services-Lilydale-Healesville line, 258. For
Geelong on grand final and Show days, 398. Disruption on Lilydale line, q 643. Facilities for blind
or partially sighted persons, 837. Electrification of
Broadmeadows-Craigieburn line, 1408. Proposed
gangers' facility at Hampton railway station, 1523.
Strike by Australian Railways Union, q 1528,
q 1531, q 1729, q 2347. Proposed light raiJ services, q 2090. Assaults at Essendon railway station, 2337. Staff, q 2350.
Tram Services-In Batman Avenue, q 2437.
Ministry, The-Motion of condemnation of Minister for Transport, 961.
Monbulk-Speed limit trials in electorate, 546.
Motor Car (Further Amendment) Bill, 846, 976, 1449.
Motor Car (Photographic Detection Devices) Bill,
2018,2019,2020,2029,2035,2037,2531.
Municipalities-Agreement with Road Traffic
Authority on grain transport, q 2351. Bassinet loan
scheme, q 2356.
Nurses (Amendment) Bill, 1366, 1425.
Pay-roll Tax-On small business, 939.
Points of Order-Relevancy of remarks, 109, 1638,
1648, 2025, 2026.
Police Department-Gun-running, 734. Road toll,
q 2438.
Rail Preservation Society-Lilydale-Healesville line,
258.
Road Construction AuthorityBridges-Road-rail bridge between Moama and
Echuca, q 1528. West Gate Bridge toll, q 2010.
Freeway-Eastern, 79.
Highway-Princes Highway East, 79.
Roads-..,Funding, q 7. Ferntree Gully Road,
Scoresby, 398. Church Road, Templestowe, 734.
Forsyth Road overpass, 1119.
Road Traffic AuthorityGeneral-Photo point drivers' licences agencies,
q 2221. Agreement with municipalities on grain
transport, q 2351. Road toll, q 2438.
Road Safety-Helmets for cyclists, 547. Program,
q 947. Road-rail bridge between Moama and
Echuca, q 1528.
Road Traffic-Speed limit trials, 546. Hoppers
Crossing overpass, 1119.
Road Vehicles-Unregistered Government vehicles,
q I, q 8.

Road Transport-Log books for truck drivers, 547.
Of grain, q 748.
Road Trauma Committee-Road safety, q 2438.
Serviceton-Victorian Railways Institute Hall, 546.
Small Business-Pay-roll tax, 939.
Small Business Development Corporation-Flinders Delicatessen, 1522.
State Transport AuthorityBus Services-For country students, 547.
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Roper, MrT. W.-continued

Fares and Freight-Fare increases, q 299, q 401.
Canac report, q 554. Grain freight rates, q 748,
961. Wangaratta Freightgate, 940.
General- Victorian Railways Institute Hall,
Serviceton, 546. Administration costs, q 1623.
Disciplinary action against striking employees,
q 1624. Staff, q 1625. q 2349. Consultation on
transport services, q 1627. Transportation ofgrain
harvest, q 2010. Deregulation of grain freight
transport, 2435. V/Line accounts, q 2545, q 2546.
Rail Services-Patronage, q 304. Strike by Australian Railways Union, q 1528. q 1531, q 1729.
Agreement on settlement of strike. q 2347. Staff,
q 2350.
Taxi Industry-Availability and standards of taxicabs,q 476.
Transport (Amendment) Bill. 1424, 1574,2109,2115,
2118, 2119, 2120, 2124, 2125,2128, 2129, 2131,
2134.
Transport (Victorian Ports Authority) Bill, 22, 1635,
1646, 1647, 1648, 1649, 1650, 1651.
Unions-Royal Australian Nursing Federation, 940.
Australian Railways Union, q 1528, q 1531,
q 1624. q 1625, q 1729, q 2347.
Victorian Farmers and Graziers Association-Canac
report. q 554.
West Gate Bridge-Toll, q 2010.
Ross-Edwards, Mr Peter (Shepparton)
Address-in-Reply, 155.
Aichi Prefecture-Vote of thanks to Government,
2550.
Appropriation (1985-86, No. 1) Bill, 783, 1331.
Australia Acts (Request) Bill, 1396.
Business of the House-Legislative program, q 2215.
Campbell, J. H .. Esq.-Retirement. 196.
Chisholm Institute of Technology-Director, q 81,
q 188.
Christmas Felicitations, 2650.
Clerk, The-Retirement of J. H. Campbell, Esq.,
196.
Constitution (Governor's Salary and Pension) Bill,
911.
Coroners Bill. 2572, 2577.
Corporate Affairs Office--Trustees Executors and
Agency Co. Ltd inquiry. q 1317.
Crimes (Amendment) Bill, 2476.
Director of Public Prosecutions (Amendment) Bill,
2475.
Dollar, Australian-Depreciation. q 2541.
Education-Director of Chisholm Institute ofT echnology, q 81, q 188.
Electoral-Nunawading Province by-election,
q 1028, q 1121, q 1234, q 1413.
Evidence (Amendment) Bill, 2571.

Ross-Edwards, Mr Peter-continued
Government Media Unit-Information on Governor of Victoria, q 647.
Governor, The-Overseas travel, q 643, q 647. Resignation, 724. Presentation of Address-in-Reply to
Governor's Speech, 1845.
Grievance Day-Suspension of Standing Order,
1738.
Grievances, 1246.
Hospitals-Waiting lists, q 1. Referral of public
patients to private hospitals, 179. Royal Melbourne, q 1729, q 2085.
Industrial Affairs-Royal Melbourne HQspital dispute, q 1729, q 2085.
Interpretation of Legislation (Further Amendment)
Bill, 2465.
Juries (Amendment) Bill, 2578.
Land Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1751.
Melbourne Cricket Ground (Amendment) Bill, 2595.
Metropolitan Fire Brigades Superannuation
(Amendment) Bill, 434.
Metropolitan Transit Authority-Disciplinary action
against striking employees, q 1624. Batman A venue tram services, q 2437.
Ministerial Statement-Resignation of Governor,
724.
Ministry, The-Travel and accommodation: of
Premier, q 743, q 840; of honourable members for
Boronia Province and Templestowe Provjnce,
q 744. Propriety of Minister for Police and Emergency Services, 1248.
Mountain District Cattlemen's Association of Victoria-Statement by Mr Graeme Stoney, q 1234.
National Tennis Centre Bill, 526.
Parliament-Prorogation, q 2348. Processes of and
disposition of business, 2555.
Penalties and Sentences Bill, 2582.
Points of Order-Relevancy of remarks, 83, 747,
840. Premier's actions should be allowed to be
debated, 670. A vailability of copies of Ministerial
statement, 710. Imputations against members,
1413. Offensive remark, 1415.
Police Department-Inquiry into discount air fares,
q 944. Inquiry into Nunawading Province by-election, q 1413. Collection of on-the-spot fines,
q 2002.
Questions Without Notice-Answers of Premier,
1247.
Residential Tenancies BilI, 1655.
Stamps and Business Franchise (Tobacco) (Amendment) BiIt, 1801, 1804, 1806, 1807, 1815, 1816,
1819.
State Electricity Commission (Amendment) Bill,
1941.
State Finance-Overseas borrowings, q 2541.
State Insurance Office-Tabling of annual report,
q 1527.
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Ross-Edwards, Mr Peter-continued
State Transport Authority-Fare increases, q 299,
q 401. Disciplinary action against striking
employees, q 1624.
Superannuation Schemes Amendment Bill, 2457.
Taxation-Offringe benefits, q 549.
Trustees Executors and Agency Co. Ltd-Inquiry,
q 1317.
Unions-Australian Railways Union, q 1624. Hospital Employees Federation, q 1729.
Wrongs (Contribution) Bill, 2468.
Rowe. Mr B. J. (Essendon)
AJcoa of Australia Ltd- Portland smelter: First
National Resource Trust, q 472.
Appropriation (1985-86, No. I) Bill, 1147.
Bulletin. The-Tapes of interview between Mr
Richard Farmer and Leader of the Opposition,
q 1121.
Caroline Chisholm Society, 1267.
Employment-In hospitality industry, q 2544.
Equal Opportunity-For women in sporting clubs,
1116.
First National Resource Trust-Subscriptions, q 472.
Grievances, 1267.
Health, Department of-Funding of Caroline
Chisholm Society, 1267.
Liquor Control Commission-Sporting club permits,1116.
Local Government Commission-Restructure of
municipalities, q 2353.
Metropolitan Fire Brigades Superannuation
(Amendment) Bill, 434.
Metropolitan Transit Authority-Assaults at Essendon railway station, 2333.
Municipal Association of Victoria Investment Service-Collapse, q 1629.
Municipalities-Restructure, q 2353.
Points of Order-Relevancy of remarks, 1347, 1352.
Availability of quoted document, 1507.
Sport and Recreation-Equal opportunity for women
in clubs, 1116.
Superannuation Schemes Amendment Bill, 2459.
Transport (Victorian Ports Authority) Bill, 1501.
Royal Melbourne Show-Government exhibits, q 191.
Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals-Proposed drug and chemical safety evaluation centre, 1832, 1834.
Rural Communications Pty Ltd-Block release program for apprentices, 1403.
Rural Finance Commission-Rural liquidity problems, q 1731. Housing interestrates, q 1839.
Rutherglen-Visit by Premier, q 1235.

S
Safeway Stores-Trading stamps, 730, 734.
Salinity-In Murray-Darling basin area, q 2005.
Seitz, Mr George (Keilor)
Banks-Home loans for low income families, q 1416.
Brambles Liquid Waste Disposais, Tullamarine, 408,
1632.
Education-Strike by Technical Teachers Union of
Victoria, q 550.
Housing-Home ownership, q 1416.
Petitions-Brambles waste disposal site, Tullamarine, 408, 1632.
State Bank-Performance, q 2348.
Unions-Technical Teachers Union of Victoria,
q 550.
Serjeant-at-Arms-Appointment, 410.
Serviceton-Victorian Railways Institute Hall, 542,
546.
Sessional Orderr-Suspension, 202. Ringing· of bells
for divisions and quorums, 1611, 1614.

Setches. Mrs K. P. (Ringwood)
Bingo Games-Controls on operations of large bingo
centres, 457.
Budget for 1985-86-Effects of, q 2350.
Consumer Affairs-Electronic funds transfer system, q 1323.
Crimes (Amendment) Bill, 2478.
Economy, The-Effects of Budget for 1985-86,
q 2350.
Financial Institutions-Electronic funds transfer
system, q 1323.
Gambling-Controls on operations of large bingo
centres, 457.
Housing (Commonwealth-State-Northern Territory Agreement) Bill, 1376.
Metropolitan Transit Authority-Bus services from
Canterbury Gardens estate, Bayswater South, 2533.
National Parks (Alpine National Park) Bill, 1456.
Pinex Pty Ltd-Development of Fire-X, 937.
Public Works Department-Demonstration oftimber impregnated with Fire-X, 937.
Raffles and Bingo Permits Board-Controls on
operations oflarge bingo centres, 457.
Rape-Within marriage, q 2.

Sheehan, Mr F. P. (Ballarat South)
Address-in-Reply, 233.
Ballarat-Site for proposed national aviation
museum, 1980.
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Sheehan, Mr F. P.-continued
Decentraiized Industry Incentive Payments
(Amendment) Bill, 2205.
Economy, The-Effect of Government charges on
consumer price index. q 1842.
Employment and' Industrial Affairs-WorkCare, q 9.
Municipalities-Restructure, 2653.
Petitions-Red meat trading hours. 556. Open cut
mining in Yendon, 1843.
Point ofOrder-Relevaricy of remarks, 928.
Racing-Country racecourses, q 2543.
Taxation-Effect of Government charges on consumer price index, q 1842.
Trading Hours-For red meat, 556.
Water-Northern water storages, q 303.
WorkCare, q 9.
Yendon-Open cut mining, 1843.
Shell, Mr H. K. (Geelong)
Address-in-Reply, 164.
Anglican Church of Australia Bill, 560.
Appropriation (1985-86, No. I) Bill, 801.
Children-Child care and kindergarten programs,
949.
Colombia-Government assistance to victims of
volcanic eruption, q 2443.
Economy, The-Performance, q 479.
Education-Strike by Technical Teachers Union of
Victoria, Victorian Secondary Teachers Association and Victorian Teachers Union, q 750.
Employment-Statistics, q 479.
Geelong-Survey in electorate of Government's
performance, 673. Haymarket site, 1221.
Geelong and Distlict Water Board-Water supply
for Geelong, 639.
Grievances, 673.
Land-Haymarket site, Geelong, 1221.
Petition-Child care and kindergarten programs, 949.
Points of Order-Tabling of quoted document, 181,
2240. Identification of quoted document, 1091.
Honourable members should address Chair, 1185.
Offensive remarks, 1453,2238.
Road Construction Authority-West Gate Bridge
toll, q 20 IO.
Transport (Victorian Ports Authority) Bill, 1491.
Unions-Technical Teachers Union of Victoria,
q 750. Victorian Secondary Teachers Association,
q 750. Victorian Teachers Union, q 750.
Water-Geelong supply, 639.
West Gate Bridge-ToU, q 2010.
Sibree, Ms P. A. (Kew)
Address-in-Reply, 335.
Appropriation (1985-86. No. 1) Bill, 1156, 1332,
1337.
Crimes (Amendment) Bill, 2479.

Sibree, Ms P. A.-continued
Education-Pa~ophile teachers, q 474.
Health (Blood Donations) Bill, 107.
Health, Department of-Allocation to Gayline
Telephone Counselling Service, q 475.
Industrial Relations (Complementary Industrial
Relations System) Bill, 864.
Melbourne University (Amendment) Bill, 2286.
National Tennis Centre Bill, 575.
Penalties and Sentences Bill, 2584.
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages
(Amendment) Bill, 878.

Sidiropoulos, Mr Deodore (Richmond).
Ethnic Affairs-Assistance for ethnic communities,
q 407.
'
Forests-Conservation, 2444.
Health-Risks associated with overhead transmission lines, q 552.
Petitions-St Kilda Income Stretchers Resource
Centre, 481. Forests preservation, 2444.
St Kilda Income Stretchers Resource Centre, 481.
State Electricity Commission-Health risks associated with overhead transmission lines, q 552.
Unemployment-Statistics, q 1624.
Simmonds, Mr J. L. (Reservoir)
Community Services-Construction of Box Hill
child care centre, 1306.
Diamond Valley Shire-Restructure, 548.
Kyneton Water Board-Agreement with Woodleigh
Heights Resort Development Pty Ltd, 2335.
Local Authorities Finance Bill, 1737, 1976.
Local Government Commission-Appointment of
chairperson, q 3, q 473. Restructure of municipalities, 257, q 2353.
Local Government (General Amendment) Bill, 2447,
2621.
Local Government (Rating Appeals) Bill, 121, 122,
1370.
Metropolitan Transit Authority-St Albans Square
project, 1306. Use of two modes of transport by
students in Kew, 1306.
Ministry, The-Censure of Minister for Local Government, 1548.
Municipal Association ofVictoria-Goulbum group,
2336.
Municipal Association of Victoria Investment Service-Collapse, q 1629.
MunicipalitiesFinance-Selfinquiry, q 2542.
General-Restructure,q 3, 80,q 87, q 473,548,2336,
q 2353, 2658. Proposed amalgamation of shires of
Eltham and Diamond Valley, 257. Human
resources program, 1226. Censure of Minister for
Local Government, 1548.
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Simmonds, Mr J. L.-continued

Knox-Road funding, 1306.
Numurkah-lOOth anniversary. 80.
Oakleigh-City council. 257. 1008.2537. q 2545.
Points of Order-Honourable member should be
specific on material sought, 1223. Relevancy of
remarks, 1919.
Sale of Land (Allotments) Bill. 846. 979, 1922.
St Albans-Square project, 1306.
Woodleigh Heights Resort Development Pty Ltd,
2335.

Simpson, Mr J. H. (Niddrie)
Address-in-Reply, 149.
Bendigo-Ordnance factory, q 188.
Bulletin. The-Tapes of interview between Mr
Richard Farmer and Leader of the Opposition,
1003. q 1028. 1280.
Employment and Industrial Affairs-Ordnance factory. Bendigo. q 188.
Farmer. Mr Richard-Bulletin article, 1003.
Geelong-Proposed submarine contract, q 749.
Grievances, 1280.
Industry-Proposed submarine contract for Geelong, q 749.
Point of Order-Rule of sub judice, 1003.
Police Department-Tapes of interview between
Richard Farmer and Leader of the Opposition,
1003.
Transport (Victorian Ports Authority) Bill, 1482.
Small Business-Pay-roll tax, 936.
Small Business Development Corporation-Ainders
Delicatessen. 1519. 1522.
Smith, Mr E. R. (Glen Waverley)
Anglican Church of Australia Bill. 562.
Bicycles-Safety helmets for cyclists, 543.
Education-Mulgrave Primary School, 1115. Youth
Traineeship Scheme, q 1734. Proposed certificate
of education, 2333. Brentwood High School, 2656.
Fair Trading Bill, 611.
Motor Car (Photographic Detection Devices) Bill,
1966,2027,2039.
National Organization for the Reform of Marijuana
Laws-"Stop Noah Rally" poster, 1611.
National Parks (Alpine National Park) Bill, 1460.
Petition-Jells and Wellington roads intersection,
11.
Police Department-Traffic regulation on SouthEastern Freeway, 396. "Stop Noah Rally" poster,
1611.
Police Regulation (Amendment) Bill. 1926, 1932.
Road Construction Authority-South-Eastern Freeway, 396.
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Smith, Mr E. R.-continued
Road Traffic Authority-Jells and Wellington roads
intersection, 11. Safety helmets for cyclists, 543.
Swimland Pty Ltd-WorkCare, 253.
Technical and Further Education Board-Youth
Traineeship Scheme, q 1734.
Transport (Amendment) Bill, 2100,2120.
WorkCare, 253.
Smith, Mr I. W. (Polwarth)
Aboriginal Land (Framlingham Forest) Bill, 1973.
Address-in-Reply, 172.
Appropriation (1985-86, No. I) Bill, 809, 1341.
Bicycles-Safety helmets for cyclists, 1981.
Community Services, Department of-Unpaid
accounts, 1614.
Conservation, Forests and Lands, Department ofUnregistered vehicles, q 1.
Education-Just Friends booklet, 73.
Electoral-Nunawading Province by-election,
q 1125.
Essential Services Act-Invoking of, q 1729.
Government Departments and InstrumentalitiesUnregistered vehicles, q I, q 8, q 307. Unpaid
accounts, 1614.
Grain Industry-Freight rates, 956.
Hospitals-Colac District Hospital board, 395.
Metropolitan Transit AuthorityGeneral-Staff, q 1625, q 2349. Consultation on
transport services, q 1627.
Rail Services-Strike by Australian Railways Union,
q 1528, q 1729, q 2347. Staff, q 2350.
Ministry, The-Motion of condemnation of Minister for Transport, 956. Involvement of Minister
for Employment and Industrial Affairs in Nunawading Province by-election, q 1125.
Motor Car (Further Amendment) Bill, 1429.
Motor Car (Photographic Detection Devices) Bill,
1952,2015,2018,2019,2020,2028,2035,2038,
2530,2531.
National Tennis Centre Bill, 577.
Points of Order-Tabling of quoted document, 1482.
Availability of quoted document, 1496. Imputation against honourable member, 1530. Misleading statement, 2216. Unparliamentary remark,
2568.
Road Traffic Authority-U nregistered Government
vehicles, q I, q 8, q 307. Safety helmets for cyclists, 1981.
State Transport AuthorityFares and Freight-Freight rates for grain, 956.
General-Consultation on transport services, q 1627.
Staff, q 2349.
Rail Services-Strike by Australian Railways Union,
q 1528, q 1729, q 2347. Staff, q 2350.
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Smith, Mr I. W.-continued
Transport (Amendment) Bill, 1575,2057,2113,2121,
2127.
Transport, Ministry of-Unregistered vehicles, q 8.
Transport (Victorian Ports Authority) Bill, 1468,
1601, 1635, 1641, 1646, 1649, 1651.
Unions-Australian Railways Union, q 1528,
q 1625, q 1729, q 2347.
Western Pryde Poultry-Accounts unpaid by
Department of Community Services, 1614.
Social Development Committee-Appointment of
members, 410. Reports pre~nted: Psychologists
Bill 1984, 1844; Therapeutic Goods and Cosmetics Bill, 2222; Willsmere Hospital, 2445.
South Africa-Government sanctions, q 1317, q 1411,
q 1417, q 2215. Visit by officer of Victorian Tourism Commission, q 1841.
Speaker, The (Hon. C. T. Edmunds)
Rulings and Statements ofAddress-in-Reply-Presentation to LieutenantGovernor, 2330, 2358.
Aichi Prefecture-Vote of thanks to Government,
2550.
Ambulance Services-Resolution of Legislative
Council, 1112.
Auditor-General-Report, 409.
Bills-Declared private: Anglican Church of Australia Bill, 558; National Mutual Permanent Building
Society Bill, 2528. Required to be passed by an
absolute majority: Constitution (Governor's Salary and Pension) Bill, 903. Reserved for the signification of Her Majesty's pleasure thereon:
Constitution (Governor's Salary and Pension) Bill,
1037. Australia Acts (Request) Bill, 1367, 1399.
Practice on introduction and first readings, 1419,
1421.
Bulletin. The-Tapes of interview between Richard
Farmer and Leader of the Opposition, 1121, 1123.
Business of the House-Broadcasting of proceedings, 643, 743, 839, 943. Production of tape
recordings in House, q 1528, 1553.
Campbell, J. H., Esq.-Retirement, 201.
Christmas Felicitations, 2651.
Clerk, Assistant-Appointment, 194.
Clerk, Deputy-Appointment, 194.
Clerk, Second Assistant-Appointment, 1328.
Clerk, The-Appointment, 194. Retirement of J. H.
Campbell, Esq., 201.
Debate-Relevancy of remarks, 33, 629, 631, 633,
635, 864, 865, 905, 912, 913, 919, 920, 925, 926,
927,928,929,1079,1131,1135,1871,1919,2525,
2530. Matters raised on motion for adjournment
of sitting: must not allude to debate in same session, 178; reading of speeches, 180; availability of

Speaker, The-continued
quoted documents, 181, 936, 938, 939; not to seek
. legislation, 543, 1300, 1829; must be of urgent
public importance, 637, 1006; unparliamentary
expressions, 834, 1405; only one matter may be
raised, 935; rule of sub judice, 1004, 1010, 1011;
must be directed to appropriate Minister, 1004,
1612; upholding of Standing Order No. 108, 1228;
Minister should use discretion and decorum in
responding to matter raised, 1228; personal explanation not point of order, 1229; use of forms of
the House, 1405; analogy between State Parliaments, 1406; decorum of honourable members,
2434. Wording of amendment, 213. Facetious
point of order, 245. Identification of quoted document, 514. Availability ofquoted documents, 514,
2568. Unparliamentary expressions, 584, 724, 751,
1420, 1661, 2568. Substantive motion required,
672, 673, 1244. Availability of copies of Ministerial statement, 710. Offensive remarks, 725, 1421,
1439, 1852. Upholding of Standing Order No. 108,
909, 922. Interjections, 931, 1167, 1679, 2225,
2229,2559. Members should address Chair, 1082,
1084, 1167. End of procedure when leave is refused,
1131. Imputation against honourable member,
1132, 1133, 1244, 1263, 1283. Threats not to be
made a point of order, 1132. Attire of Presiding
Officer, 1137. Reflection on Chair, 1138. Personal
explanation not a point of order, 1245, 1266,2560.
Reference to debate in same session, 1280. Speaking to both motion and amendment, 1481. Warning to people in the public gallery, 1662, 1663.
Tabling of quoted document, 1679,2229. Amendment to Address-in-Reply, 1845. Ruling on a Private Bill, 2040. Request to Serjeant-at-Arms to
inspect public galleries, 2097.
Governor, The-Presentation of Address-in-Reply
to His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, 1844,
1845.
Grievance Day-Acceptance of motion that the
question be put, 1742.
Hansard-Incorporation of material, 511, 586.
Joint Sittings of Parliament-Deakin University,
1634,2522,2539.
Members-Distribution of material, 482.
Parliament-Appointment of officers of the House,
194. Broadcasting of proceedings, 643, 743, 839,
943. Taxis for staff, 2659.
Questions without Notice-Not to be debated, 300,
844, 1035, 1122, 1128, 1530,2002,2349. Tabling
of quoted document, 302. U nparliamentary
remarks, 305, 1237. Interjections, 551, 746, 747,
2008,2086,2089,2545. Should be brief and concise, 647. May be answered at Minister's discretion, 840, 1129. Must relate to Government
administration, 1029. Not to seek legal opinion,
1030. Upholding of Standing Order No. 108, 1031,
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Speaker, The-continued
1035. Order of call, 1031. Offensive remarks, 1036,
1415. Admissibility, 1126, 1128. Ministers should
exercise discretion, 1127. Not to seek opinion,
1233, 2009. Allegations against members, 1234,
1235, 1411, 1415. Parliamentary offices within
province of Presiding Officers, 1318. Not to express
opinion, 1319. Availability of quoted document,
1320. Guidelines, 1411. Not to be debated, 1840,
2087. Personal explanation, not point of order,
2216. Identical questions not to be asked, 2220.
Residential Tenancies Bill-Ruling on format, 482.
Serjeant-at-Arms-Appointment, 410.
Tape Recordings-Production in House, q 1528,
1553.
University-Deakin council vacancies, 1634,2522,
2539.

Sport and RecreationGeneral-National Tennis Centre, q 304, q 306,
q405, 1400, 1407,q 1730,q2007,q2089,q2219,
2535, 2537. Violence in sport, q 406. Police fees
for attendance at events, q 645. Equal opportunity
for women in clubs, 1116, 1118. Low-income family camp scheme, q 2009. lacana Recreation Study
for Broadmeadows, 2077.
Grants and Subsidies-Hockey centre at Ashwood
Reserve, 10rdanville, 639, 640. To VicDance for
ballroom dancing, q 2004.

Spyker, Mr P. C. (Mentone)
Adoption (Amendment) Bill, 2077, 2093.
Australian Direct Marketing Association-Standards for newspaper advertisements, 1013.
Bicycle Institute of Victoria-Safety helmets for
cyclists, 2435.
Community Services-Child care centre for City of
Waverley, 1119. Kindergarten facilities in Bendigo area, 1524.
Conservation-Burning-offin Big Desert, 1012.
Consumer AffairsGeneral-Offensive greeting cards, 399. Safeway
supermarket stores, 734. House builders' liability,
q 845. Advertising of "Neo-tech", 1013. Electronic funds transfer system, q 1323. Roof painting fraud, 1408. Easy key kit, q 1532. Cyclists'
safety helmets, 2435. Hair restoration treatment,
2537.
Ministry-Services, q 2006. Breaches of consumer
law, q 2441.
,
Credit (Administration) (Amendme~t) Bill, 1424,
1576,2296.
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Spyker, Mr P. C.-continued
Ethnic Affairs-

Commission-Chairman, q 1322, q 1324, q 1628.
Purchase of vehicles from Community Employment Program grant, q 1630, q 1733. Staff
appointment, 1849.
General-Assistance for ethnic communities, q 407.
Fair Trading Bill, 619, 623, 625, 627, 628.
Financial Institutions-Electronic funds transfer
system, q 1323.
Gordon Searle's Hair Care Centre, Mildura, 2537.
Greeting Card Business-Offensive cards, 399.
Grievances, 1849.
House Builders' Liability, q 845.
Melbourne Sailors' Home Bill, 1424, 1576.
Points of Order-Identification of quoted document, 1150. Reading of speech, 1496.
Road Traffic Authority-Safety helmets for cyclists,
2435.
Safeway Stores-Trading stamps, 734.
Triad Hair Systems (Vie.), 2537.
Squatters Union of Victoria-Occupation of Government-owned housing, 1832, 1982, 1984.
St Albans-Square project, 1302.
St Kilda Income Stretchers Resource Centre, 481.
Stamp Duties Office-Refund of duty to first home
buyers, 2079.
State Bank-Performance, q 1321, q 2348. Housing
interest rates, q 1839.
State Electricity CommissionCharges-Concessions, q 403.
Electricity Supply-Health risks associated with
overhead transmission lines, q 552, 637, 640, 2330,
2335. Proposed Richmond-Brunswick overhead
transmission line, 637, 640, 2330, 2335. Union
bans in Latrobe Valley, q 2090.
General-Tree clearance in Dandenongs, 831, 835.
Street lighting: for Dandenong-Hastings and
Cranbourne-Frankston roads intersection, 1517;
in City ofOaJdeigh, 1724, 1726.
State Electricity Commission (Clearance of Lines) Act
1983, 11.
State Emergency Service-Report on disaster management arrangements, q 1124, q 1837, 1865, 1866.
State Finance-Commonwealth: grants, q 2218; capital works allocation, q 2354; offsets for WorkCare,
q 2543. Overseas borrowings, q 2541.
State Insurance Office-Losses, q 402. New headquarters, q 477. Sale of properties, q 477. Register
of superannuation participants, q 1324. Tabling
of annual report, q 1527.
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State Saperannuation Fund-Report presented: fourteenth investigation, as at 30 June 1983, 1844.
State Tender Board-Government sanctions against
South Africa, q 1317.
State Transport AutJaorityBus Services-For country students, 544, 547.
Fares and Freight-Fare increases, q 299, q 401.
Canac report, q 553. Grain freight rates, q 748,
950,1223,1226. Wangaratta Freightgate, 939, 940.
General- Victorian Railways Institute Hall,
Serviceton, 542, 546. Administration costs. q 1623.
Disciplinary action against striking employees,
q 1624. Consultation on transport services, q 1627.
Staff. attrition, q 1625;'level, q 2349, q 2350. Deregulation of grain freight transport, 2010, 2351,
2432, 2435. VfLine accounts, q 2545, q 2546.
Rail Services-Patronage, q 304. Strike by Australian Railways Union, q 1528,. q 1531, q 1629,
q 1631,q 1729,q 1837,q 2347. Staff,q 2350.

Stegpll, Mr B. E. H. (Swan Hill)
Address-in-Reply, 362.
Appropriation (1985-86, No. 1) Bill, 911, 1151.
Government Departments and InstrumentalitiesUnpaid accounts, q 2545.
Groundwater (Border Agreement) Bill, 1559.
Local Government-Restructure, q 87.
Local Government (Rating Appeals) Bill, 120, 123,
1370.
Marketing of Primary Products and Egg Industry
Stabilization (Amendment) Bill, 2597.
Ministry, The-Censure of Minister for Local Government, 1534.
Municipalities-Restructure, q 87. Censure of Minister for Local Government, 1534.
Readiness Review Committee-Report on State
Emergency Service, q 1124.
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages
(Amendment) Bill, 872, 888.
Sale of Land (Allotments) Bill, 1915.
State Emergency Service-Personnel, q 1124.
State Transport Authority- V fLine accounts, q 2545.
Water Acts (Amendment) Bill, 2142, 2165.

Stirling, Mr G. F. (Williamstown)
Agriculture and Rural Affairs, Department of-Sunraysia horticultural export study, q 1319.
Education-Restructure of Ministry of Education,
q 2354.
Industry-Sunraysia horticultural export study,
q 1319.
Petition-Residential Tenancies Act, 1735.
Sport and Recreation-Violence in sport, q 406.
Sunraysia District-Economic problems, q 1319.

Stirling, Mr G. F.-continued

Rulings and Statements as Acting SpeakerDebate-Members to address Chair, 70, 813, 814,
815, 817, 2161. U nparliamentary expression, 203,
204, 1185. Rule of anticipation, 231. Interjections,
812. Relevancy of remarks, 2489.
Hansard-Incorporation of material, 1068, 1484.
Uniting Church in Australia (Trust Property) BilIDeclared a private Bill, 2486.
Stockdale, Mr A. R. (Brighton)
Appropriation (1985-86, No. 1) Bill, 754.
Clerk, The-Retirement of J. H. CampbeU, Esq.,
201.
Education-Brighton Technical School, 1614.
Electoral-Nunawading Province by-election,
q 1034.
Employment-Community Employment Program
funding for Brighton Technical School, 1614.
Government Departments and InstrumentalitiesUnpaid accounts, q 303.
Grievances, 1253.
Herald-Incorrect reporting, 949.
Industrial Affairs-Government policy, 1978.
Industrial Relations (Complementary Industrial
Relations System) Bill, 856.
Land Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1423, 1743.
Members-Travel and accommodation, q 844.
Metropolitan Transit Authority-Proposed gangers'
facility at Hampton railway station, 456.
Motor Car (Photographic Detection Devices) Bill,
2016.
. Mountain District Cattlemen's Association of Victoria-Letter of Mrs Eileen McKee, 1253.
National Tennis Centre Bill, 515, 588, 590.
Pay-roll Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1423, 1776, 1796.
Personal Explanations, 949, 2548.
Points of Order-Tabling of quoted document, 509.
Identifying quoted document, 514, 1150. Answer
not to be debated, 648. Relevancy of remarks, 1133.
Ruling of Chair being ignored, 1134. Honourable
member should not be further heard, 1135.
Remarks inconsistent with ruling of Chair, 1406.
Order of call, 2241. Offensive remark, 2409.
Police Department-Inquiry into Nunawading
Province by-election, q 1034.
Road Traffic Authority-Third-party insurance,
q 401, q 2443.
Stamps and Business Franchise (Tobacco) (Amendment) Bill, 1798, 1804, 1806, 1808, 1810, 1814,
1816,1818, 1819, 1820, 1823,2643.
State Electricity Commission (Amendment) Bill,
1948.
State Finance-Offsets for WorkCare, q 2543.
State Insurance Office-New headquarters, q 477.
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Stockdale, Mr A. R.-continued
Superannuation Schemes Amendment Bill, 1870,
2447,2455,2462,2548.
WorkCare, q 2543.
Stock Exchange of Melbourne-Effect of takeovers by
large monopolies, 687.
Students (See "Education-Students".)
Sunraysia District-Economic problems, q 1319.
Superannuation-Ford Motor Co. of Australia Ltd, 685.
For meat inspectors, 1299, 1305. Register of participants, q 1324.
Supermarkets-Helicopter search for trolleys, 1723,
1727.
Supreme Court-Report ofjudges for 1984, 13.
Sutherland Cellars Pty Ltd-Development in Banana
Alley, 177, 182.
Swimland Pty Ltd, 253, 256.
T
T AFE Board-Funding for colleges on Mornington
Peninsula, 1613, 1615. Youth Traineeship Scheme,
q 1734. (See also "Education-Post-secondary".)
Tanner, Mr E. M. P. (Caul field)
Address-in-Reply, 346.
Appropriation (1985-86, No. I) Bill, 1216, 1332,
1334,1339.
Construction Industry Long Service Leave (Amendment) Bill, 1912.
Glenhuntly Rehabilitation Centre-Staffing, 2429.
Health (Blood Donations) Bill, 102.
Industrial Relations (Complementary Industrial
Relations System) Bill, 862.
Long Service Leave (Portable Benefits) Bill, 2414.
Mental Health-Staffing of Glenhuntly Rehabilitation Centre, 2429.
Metropolitan Transit Authority-Proposed tram
track for Truganini Road, Carnegie, 2078.
National Tennis Centre Bill, 597, 599,601.
Points of Order-Allegations against members, 1237.
Unparliamentary expression, 1420.
Road Traffic Authority-Proposed Fairway in Truganini Road, Carnegie, 2078.
Tape Recordings-Production in House, q 1528, 1553.
TPR process of verification, q 1529.

Taxation-continued
q 549. Federal policies, q 1027, q 1123. Effect of
Government charges on consumer price index,
q 1842.
Land Tax-On sand excavation pits, 254, 256.
Pay-roll Tax-Small business operators, 936.
Public Authority Dividend-Grain Elevators Board,
q 6, q 189.
Stamp Duty-Exemption for first home buyers, 2079.
Taxis (See "Metropolitan Transit Authority-Taxis".)
Telecom-Emergency services for country Victoria, q 5.
INW AITS telephone service, q 9.
Television-Station ATV 10 report of Nunawading
Province by-election, 1006, 1011, 1277.
Titles Office-Dealings, q 552.
Tobacco-Advertising, 2655.
Toner, Mrs P. T. (Greensborough)
Address-in-Reply, 140.
Appropriation (1985-86, No. I) Bill, 1084.
Budget forI985-86, q 401, 1084.
Conservation-Rainforests in Rodger River area,
1518. flora and fauna, 2357.
Diamond Valley, Shire-Restructure 546.
Education-Information on Halley's comet, 2332.
Employment-Of youth, q 842.
Halley's Comet-Seminar at Phillip Institute of
Technology, Bundoora, 2332.
Hospitals-Nurses' conditions and pay, 2011.
Municipalities-Restructure, 546.
National Parks (Alpine National Park) Bill, 71.
National Tennis Centre-Progress, q 1730.
Petitions-Nurses' conditions and pay, 2011. Conservation offlora and fauna, 2357.
Points of Order-Tedious repetition, 70. Relevancy
of remarks, 1063, 1133, 1134, 1505, 2464.
Honourable member should address Chair, 1082.
Tabling of quoted document, 1359. Reading of
speech, 1506.
Police Department-Road toll, q 2438.
Road Trauma Committee-Road safety, q 2438.
Sport and Recreation-National Tennis Centre,
q 1730.
Youth-Employment, q 842.
Tourism-Signposting of attractions, 193. Statistics,
q 299. Forests pre~rvation, 2444. (See also "Victorian Tourism Commission".)

Tattslotto-Prize money, q 478.

Trading Hours-For red meat, 556, 666.

Taxation-

Traralgon-Youth services, 681.

General-A voidance by building and construction
industry, q 85. Status of trusts, q 299. Commitment by Government, q 480. Of fringe benefits,
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Treasurer's Statements-On receipts and payments,
409. Portland smelter, 556.
.
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Trezise, Mr N. B. (Geelong North)
Bingo-Controls on operations oflarge bingo centres,
460.
Children-Pre-school education, 556, 1036, 1129,
2011.
Dancing-Ballroom: recognition as sport, q 2004.
Gambling-Racing confidence trickster, 257. Controls on operations of large bingo centres, 460.
Lotteries Gaming and Betting (Amendment) Bill,
1738,1874.
Lotteries Gaming and Betting (Gaming Machines)
Bill, 39, 42, 433.
National Tennis Centre-Alternative accommodation for occupiers of Flinders Park, 1407. Foundations, 2537.
National Tennis Centre Bill, 20, 21,583,599, 1562.
Petitions-Pre-school education, 556, 1036, 1129,
2011.
Racing-Calcutta sweepstakes, q 4. Confidence
trickster, 257. Pre-race testing of blood and urine
samples, 1727. Country racecourses, q 2543.
Racing (Fixed Percentage Distribution) Bill, 52.
Raffles and Bingo Permits Board-Controls on
operations oflarge bingo centres, 460.
Sport and RecreationGeneral-Violence in sport, q 406. National Tennis
Centre, 1407, 2537. Low income family camp
scheme, q 2009.
Grants and Subsidies-To VicDance for ballroom
dancing, q 2004.
Tattslotto-Prize money, q 478.

Triad Hair Systems (Vie.), 2533, 2537.
Trustees Executors and Agency Co. Ltd-Inquiry,
q1317.
Trusts-Tax status, q 299.

U

Unemployment (See "Employment and Industrial
Affairs-Unemployment".)
UnionsBuilders Labourers Federation-Work experience
program, Horsham Technical School, 455, 459.
Dispute at No. I Treasury Place, 664. Bans on
police and court associated projects, q 1238,
q 1626. Proposed legislation, 1265, 1274, 1322.
Government action, q 200 I, q 2003. F1ow-on of
national wage determination, q 2004, q 2087,
q 2217, q 2352. National Tennis Centre, q 2007,
q 2089, q 2219. Government policy, q 2437.
General-Federated Confectioners Association, q 85,
q 86, 458,459,677. Membership of architects, 179,

Unions-continued
184. Technical Teachers Union of Victoria, q 301,
q 477, q 550, q 750, q 1033, q 1417, q 2220. Food
Industry Unions Federation of Australia, q 555.
Association ofDraughting, Supervisory and T echnical Employees, 663. Plumbers and Gasfitters
Employees Union of Australia, 664, q 2354.
Amalgamated Metal Workers Union, 684. Victorian Secondary Teachers Association, q 750,
q 1033, q 1417, q 2220. Victorian Teachers Union,
q 750, 828, 836, q 1033, q 1417, q 2220. Royal
Australian Nursing Federation, 937, 940. Victoria
Police Association, q 946. Industrial pressure on
non-unionists in Wimmera area, 1518, 1522. Australian Railways Union, q 1528, q 1531, q 1624,
q 1625, q 1631, q 1729, q 1837, q 2347. Food
Preservers Union of Australia, q 1629. Transport
Workers Union, 1722. Hospital Employees Federation, q 1729, q 2085. Collection offees, q 2006.
Bans on State Electricity Commission, q 2090.
Industrial disruption, 2222.
University-Deakin, 1634, 1720, 2539.

V

Vaugban, Dr G. M. (Clayton)
Address-in-Reply,241.
Energy Resources-Solar power initiatives, q 1840.
Gas a~d Fuel Corporation-Solar power initiatives,
q 1840.
Metropolitan Transit Authority-Public transport to
football grand final, q 404. Proposed gangers'
facility at Hampton railway station, 1520.
Mount Buffalo Chalet-Modernization, q 1325.
National Parks (Alpine National Park) Bill, 447.
Points of Order-Rule of anticipation, 343.
Honourable member should familiarize himself
with Bill, 920. Tabling of quoted document, 938.
Relevancy of remarks, 1078.
Victorian Solar Energy Council-Solar power initiatives, q 1840.
Victorian Tourism Commission-Mount Buffalo
Chalet, q 1325.
Victour Properties Pty Ltd-Borrowing powers,
q 1325.
RulinD and Statements as Acting SpeakerDebate-Offensive remark, 1453.
Victoria-.:contribution to bicentennial celebrations,
q 81. 150th anniversary celebrations, q 1326,
q 2355.
Victorian Dairy Industry Authority-Management,
q 1237.
Victorian Development Fund-Performance, q 2088.
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Victorian Economic Development CorporationInterest rates, 2534, 2538.
Victorian Farmers and Graziers Association-Hogbin
report, q 189. Canac report, q 553. Government
assistance to farmers, q 1838.
Victorian Institute of Secondary Education-Transport of students to higher school certificate examinations, q 1629, q 1631.
Victorian Post-8econdary Education CommissionEntry requirements of universities and tertiary
institutions, q 301. Funding of places in tertiary
institutions, q 306.
Victorian Solar Energy Council-Solar power initiatives, q 1840.
Victorian Tourism Commission-Tourist statistics,
q 299. Mount Buffalo Chalet, q 1325, 1402, 1406,
q 1532. Visit by officer to South Africa, q 1841.
Sale of airline tickets to South Africa, q 2215.
Travelling expenses of chairman, q 2439.
Victoria Police Association-Censure of Minister for
Police and Emergency Services, q 946.
Victoria Women's Trust-Allocation offunds, q 2543.
Victour Properties Pty Ltd-Borrowing powers, q 1325,
1402,1406.
Video Cassettes-Pornographic, q 403.

W

Wages-Effect on accord of pay offer to nurses, q 471,
q 553. Aow-on of national wage determination to
Builders Labourers Federation, q 2004, q 2087,
q 2217.
Wallace, Mr T. W. (Gippsland South)
Address-in-Reply, 376.
APM Ltd, Maryvale-Effluent discharge into La
Trobe River, 77.
Appropriation ( 1985-86, No. 1) Bill, 818.
Consumer Affairs-Easy key kit, q 1532.
Environment-Effluent discharge into La Trobe
River, 77.
Fairfield Land Bill, 982.
Fair Trading Bill, 610, 624.
Firearms-Delays in registration, q 2009.
~unicipalities-Restructure, q 192.
Uniting Church in Australia (Trust Property) Bill,
2486.
Victorian Dairy Industry Authority-Management,
q 1237.
Walsh, Mr R. W. (Albert Park)
Architects-Union membership, 184.
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Walsh, Mr R. W.-continued
Construction Industry Long Service Leave (Amendment) Bill, 1903, 1907, 1910, 1911, 1912.
Education-Yallourn College of TAFE, 185. Hawthorn West Primary Sc.hool, 460. Kings Park
Primary School, 1834.
Government Departments and InstrumentalitiesUnregistered vehicles, q 6.
Industrial Affairs-Disruption in Victoria, 2242.
Industrial Relations (Amendment) Bill, 1881.
Pinex Pty Ltd-DevelopmentofFire-X, 942.
Point of Order-Misleading statement, 2234.
Public Works DepartmentGeneral-Unregistered vehicles, q 6. Union membership of architects, 184. Demonstration of timber impregnated with Fire-X, 942. Energy
conservation, q 1630.
Schools- Yallourn Co)Jege of T AFE, 185. Hawthorn West Primary School, 460. Kings Park
Primary, 1834.
Road Traffic Authority-Unregistered Government
vehicles, q 6.
Taxation-A voidance by building and construction
industry, q 86.
Unions-Membership of architects, 184. Industrial
pressure on non-unionists in Wimmera area, 1522.
Industrial disruption, 2242.
Water-Northern water storages, q 303. Geelong supply, 639, 641. Law reform, 934, 940. Wimmera-Mallce pipeline, 2652, 2657.
Water Resources, Department of-Report, "Victorian
Water Law Principles and Options for Reform.
1985", 9)4, 940.
Waverley Hockey Club-Centre at Ashwood reserve,
Jordanville, 639, 640.
Weideman, Mr G. G. (Frankston South)
Address-in-Reply, 387.
Ambulance Services-Resolution of Legislative
Council, 1291.
Appropriation (1985-86, No. I) Bill, 1137, 1350.
Australian Labor Party-Donation to Frankston
councillor, 938.
Brothel-In Wells Road, Seaford, 733,2433.
Co-operative Housing Societies-Frankston Rental
Housing Co-operative, 395.
Dental Technicians (Licences) Bill, 2487.
Education-Frankston Heights Primary School,
1224. New school for Lakewood estate, 1224:
Funding for T AFE colleges on Mornington Pen:
insula, 1613.
Fair Trading Bill, 623, 626.
Firearms (Amendment) Bill, 2276, 2282.
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Weideman, Mr G. G.-continued
Frankston-Council permit for brothel in Seaford,
733, 2433. Donation to Councillor Knowles, 938.
Bathing boxes on foreshore, 2536.
Health (Amendment) Bill, 2631.
Health (Blood Donations) Bill, 90.
Hospitals-Nurses' conditions and pay, 1238.
Housing-Frankston Rental Housing Co-operative,
395.
Housing (Commonwealth-State-Northern Territory Agreement) Bill, 996.
Lotteries Gaming and Betting (Amendment) Bill,
1879.
Lotteries Gaming and Betting (Gaming Machines)
Bill, 36, '42, 43, 485.
Medical Services-Nurses' conditions and pay, 1238.
Mental Health Bill (No. 2), 2611.
Motor Car (Further Amendment) Bill, 1440.
Motor Car (Photographic Detection Devices) Bill,
2021,2036,2039.
Nurses (Amendment) Bill, 2489.
Peninsula Road Safety Committee-Road safety
programs, 1829.
Petition-Nurses' conditions and pay, 1238.
Planning-Permit for brothel in Wells Road, Seaford, 733, 2433.
Points of Order-Tabling of quoted document, 833.
Imputation against honourable member, 1132.
Matters raised on motion for adjournment of sitting must be of public importance, 1405.
Police Department-Drug-related traffic accidents,
1118.
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages
(Amendment) Bill, 879.
Road Traffic Authority-Drug-related traffic accidents, 1118. Road safety program on Mornington
Peninsula, 1829.
Stamps and Business Franchise (Tobacco) (Amendment) Bill, 1809.
T AFEBoard-Funding for colleges on Mornington
Peninsula, 1613.
Transport (Amendment) Bill, 2071.
Western port (Oil Refinery) (Further Agreement) Bill,
132.
Wells, Dr R. J. H. (Dromana)
Address-in-Reply, 378.
Appropriation (1985-86, No. 1) Bill, 1204, 1343,
1366.
Army Officer Cadet School, Portsea, 1831.
Caravan Park-At Mount Martha, 733.
Dental Technicians (Licences) Bill, 2489.
Education-Rye-Blairgowrie secondary school, 752.
Environment Protection (Industrial Waste) Bill,
2382.
Health-Financial assistance for AIDS victims, 255.

Wells, Or R. J. H.-continued
Health (Blood Donations) Bill, 109.
Industrial Relations (Complementary Industrial
Relations System) Bill, 850.
Land-Army Officer Cadet School, Portsea, 1831.
Melbourne University (Amendment) Bill, 2288.
Members-Notification of events in electorates,
1831.
Mornington Peninsula-Southern Peninsula Freeway, 640.
Motor Car (Further Amendment) Bill, 1444.
National Parks (Alpine National Park) Bill, 1458.
Nurses (Amendment) Bill, 2494.
Petition-Rye-Blairgowrie secondary school, 752.
Point of Order-Inaccurate statement, 2266.
Portsea-Army Officer Cadet School. 1117, 1831.
Road Construction Authority-Southern Peninsula
Freeway. 640.
State Electricity Commission (Amendment) Bill,
1948.
'
Transport (Victorian Ports Authority) Bill, 1596.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds (Amendment) Bill,
2262,2270.
Western port (Oil Refinery) (Further Agreement) Bill,
130.
West Gate Bridle-Toll, q 2010.
Western Pryde Poultry-Accounts unpaid by Department of Community Services, 1614.
Westernport-Submarine contract, 2548.
WiIls-on-Wheels Scheme, 2430.
Whiting, Mr M. S. (Mildura)
Ambulance Services-Resolution of Legislative
Council, 1290.
Anglican Church of Australia Bill, 559.
Australian Labor Party-Staff involvement in
Nunawading Province by-election, q 1029.
Building Control (Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainers) Bill, 2593.
Consumer Affairs-Triad Hair Systems (Vie.), 2533.
Dental Technicians (Licences) Bill, 2488.
Education-Phillip Hostel, Maribyrnong, q 473,
1257. Staffing of schools, 1259.
Electoral-Nunawading Province by-election,
q 1029.
Gordon Searle's Hair Care Centre, Mildura, 2533.
Grievances, 1257.
Health (Amendment) Bill, 2636.
Health (Blood Donations) Bill, 94.
Hospitals-Nurses'dispute, 937.
Hostel-Phillip Hostel, Maribyrnong, q 473.
Housing-Waiting list in country areas, q 2353.
Legal and Constitutional Committee-Report on
burden of proof in criminal cases, 2549.
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Whiting, Mr M. S.-continued
Medical Services-Nurses' dispute, 937.
Nurses (Amendment) Bill, 2492.
Phillip Hostel, Maribymong, 1257.
Points of Order-Relevancy of remarks, 648. Answer
to question not to be debated, 844, 2002, 2349.
Triad Hair Systems (Vic.), 2533.
Union-Royal Australian Nursing Federation, 937.
Water Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1289, 2161, 2166,
2601.
Wilkes, Mr F. N. (Nonhcote)
Building Control (Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainers) Bill, 2166, 2248.
Building Societies-Interest rates, q 2010.
Building Societies Bill, 1737,2012.
Clerk, The-Retirement of J. H. Campbell, Esq.,
198.
Co-operation (Amendment) Bill, 1424, 1578.2322,
'2323, 2643.
Co-operative Housing Societies-Government home
loans. q 6. Frankston Rental Housing Co-operative, 399. Funding, q 475.
Coroners Bill (No. 2), 2572, 2573, 2575.
Dairy Industry (Milk Price) Bill, 2623.
Director of Public Prosecutions (Amendment) Bill,
692.
Employment and Training (Rebates) Bill, 2642.
Environment Protection (Industrial Waste) Bill,
1424,2642.
Fairfield Land Bill, 227.
Firearms (Amendment) Bill, 2643.
Governor. The-Resignation, 728.
Hairdressers Registration (Repeal) Bill, 2445.
Health (Amendment) Bill, 2630.
Historic Buildings (Amendment) Bill, 1328, 2055.
Housing-Government loans, q 6. Frankston Rental
Housing Co-operative, 399. Interest rates, q 2010.
Waiting list in country areas, q 2353.
Housing (Commonwealth-State-Northern Territory Agreement) Bill, 89, 225, 1396.
Interpretation of Legislation (Further Amendment)
Bill,690.
Joint Sitting of Parliament-Deakin University
Council, 2539.
Labour and Industry (Butcher Shops) Bill, 2468.
Melbourne Cricket Ground (Amendment) Bill, 2310.
Ministerial Statement-Resignation of Governor,
728.
Motor Car (Photographic Detection Devices) Bill,
2528.
National Mutual Permanent Building Society Bill,
2528.
Nurses (Amendment) Bill, 2495.
Penalties and Sentences Bill, 2587.
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Wilkes, Mr F. N.-continued
Points of Order-Approval necessary for material to
be incorporated in Hansard, 595. Distribution of
amendments, 627. Minister may answer question
as he chooses, 648. Reflections on Sovereign representatives require substantive motion, 671, 673.
Availability of copies of Ministerial statement, 710.
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages
(Amendment) Bill, 2639.
Residential Tenancies Bill, 89, 324, 328, 1692, 1716,
1717, 1718, 1719.
Soil Conservation and Land Utilization (Appeals)
BiIl,227.
T own and Country Planning (Planning Schemes) Bill,
2166,2247.
T own and Country Planning (Westernport) Bill,
1399, 1512,2510.
University-Deakin, 2539.
Urban Land Authority (Amendment) Bill, 24.
WilIiams, Mr M. T. (Doncaster)
Address-in-Reply, 159.
Ambulance Services-Resolution of Legislative
Council, 1296.
Appropriation (1985-86, No. 1) Bill, 1060, 1334,
1338, 1340, 1346.
Children-Pre-school education, 1036. Child care
and kindergarten programs, 2357.
Community Services-Human resources program,
1223.
Corporate Affairs-Effect on prices of takeovers by
large monopolies, 686.
Doncaster and Templestowe, City of-Transport
Workers Union ban on garbage collection, 1722.
Firearms (Amendment) Bill, 2275.
Grievances, 686.
Health-City of Doncaster and Templestowe garbage dispute, 1722.
Juries (Amendment) Bill, 2581.
Land Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1758.
Long Service Leave (Portable Benefits) Bill, 2425.
Lotteries Gaming and Betting (Gaming Machines)
Bill,31.
Members-Invitations to official functions in electorates, 1612.
Metropolitan Fire Brigades Superannuation
(Amendment) Bill, 435.
Metropolitan Transit Authority-Doncaster and
Templestowe bus service, 1005.
Motor Car (Further Amendment) Bill, 1439.
Motor Car (Photographic Detection Devices) Bill,
1964.
Municipalities-Human resources program, 1223.
National Tennis Centre Bill, 580.
Pay-roll Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1783, 1797.
Penalties and Sentences Bill, 2583.
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Williams, Mr M. T .-continued
Petitions-Pre-school education, 1036. Child care
and kindergarten programs, 2357.
Points of Order-A vailability of quoted documents,
585. Relevancy of remarks, 1227. Allegations
against members, 1281, 1282, 1529. Offensive
remarks, 1405, 2561.
Police Department-Gun-running, 732.
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages
(Amendment) Bill, 875.
Stamps and Business Franchise (Tobacco) (Amendment) Bill, 1801.
State Electricity Commission (Amendment) Bill,
1946.
Stock Exchange of Melbourne-Effect of takeovers
by large monopolies, 687.
Transport (Amendment) Bill, 2066, 2119, 2129, 2131.
Union-Transport Workers Union, 1722.

Wilson, Mrs J. T. C.-continued
Industrial Affairs-Government policy, q 2003.
Road Traffic Authority-Road safety program, q 947.
Union-Builders Labourers Federation, q 2003.
Victoria-Contribution to bicentennial celebrations, q 81.
Women-Rape within marriage, q 2. Education, 688.
In work force, 688. Equal opportunity in sporting
clubs, 1116, 1118.
Woodleigh Heights Resort Development Pty Ltd, 2330,
2335.
WorkC~ q 9, 253, 256, q 406, 1254, 1260,2434,2534,
q 2543,2653, 2659.
Workers Compensation-Insurers Guarantee and
Compensation Supplementation Fund, q 2355.

Y
Wilson. Mrs J. T. C. (Dandenong North)
Appropriation (1985-86, No. 1) Bill, 1170.
Australian Bicentennial Authority-Appointment of
Mr Bruce Grant, q 81.

Yendon-Open cut mining, 1843.
Youth-Guarantee scheme, 637, 640. Services in
Traralgon, 681. Employment, q 842. Funding for
programs on Mornington Peninsula, 1613, 1615.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Listed in numerical order of questions on notice asked and answered in Legislative
Assembly during period covered by this Index.

Abbreviations usedfor Ministerial Portfolios
Arts
Assistant Minister for Employment and Industrial
Affairs
Consumer Affairs
Education
Employment and Industrial Affairs
Ethnic Affairs
Housing
Industry, Technology and Resources
Local Government
Police and Emergency Services
Premier
Property and Services
Public Works
Sport and Recreation
Transport
Treasurer
Water Resources

Arts
Ass Min fE & lA
ConsAffs
Ed

E&IA
EthAffs
Hsg
I,T&R
LocGovt
P&ES
Prem
Prop & Servs
PubWks
S&R
Trans
Treas
WR

Qn.
No.

1

2
6
7
8
17
36
37
44

65
67
72

73
81
82

Date
Answered

Page

Mr Simmonds (Loc Govt)
Mr Simmonds (Loc Govt)
Mr Simmonds (Loc Govt)

18.9.85
18.9.85
18.9.15

285
285
286

Mr Dickinson
Mr Dickinson
Mr Dickinson
Mr Dickinson

Mr Mathews (P & ES)
Mr Mathews (P & ES)
Mr Roper (Trans)
Mr Simmonds (Loc Govt)

12.11.85
12.11. 85
17.9.85
18.9.85

1986
1986
259
286

Mr Dickinson

Mr Trezise (S & R)

12.11.85

1981

MrWilliams
MrBrown

Mr Fordham (I, T & R)
Mr Crabb (E & lA)

11.9.85
15.10.85

259
1014

MrBrown

Mr Mathews (Arts)

15.10.85

1014

MrBrown

Mr Simmonds (Loc Govt)

18.9.85

287

MrBrown

Mr Spyker (Cons Affs)

12.11.85

1981

MrBrown

Mr Jolly (Treas)

15.10.85

1014

MrBrown

Mr Wilkes (Hsg)

17.9.85

260

Subject-matter

Asked by

Answered by

Nude Bathing Areas
Nude Bathing Areas
Emergency Access Roads at
Aireys Inlet
State Emergency Service
Country Fire Authority
Geelong Water Supply
Local Government Department
Department of Sport and
Recreation
Alternative Energy Resources
Publications of Department of
Employment and Industrial
Affairs
Publications of Ministry for the
Arts
Publications of Local Government Department
Publications of Ministry of
Consumer Affairs
Publications of Department of
Agriculture and Rural Affairs
Publications of Ministry for
Planning and Environment

Mr Dickinson
Mr Dickinson
Mr Dickinson
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Qn.

Date
Answered

Page

17.9.85

260

MrBrown

Mr McCutcheon (Prop ~
Servs)
MrCain (Prem)

17.9.85

261

MrBrown

Mr Fordham (I, T & R)

18.9.85

287

MrBrown

Mr Cathie (Ed)

17.9.85

261

MrBrown

Mr Crabb (E & lA)

15.10.85

1015

MrBrown
MrBrown

24.10.85
24.9.85

1314
462

MrBrown

Mr Mathews (Arts)
Mr McCutcheon (Prop &
Servs)
Mr Simmonds (Loc Govt)

18.9.85

287

MrBrown

Mr Spyker (Cons Affs)

17.9.85

262

MrBrown

Mr Spyker (Eth Aft's)

17.9.85

262

MrBrown
MrBrown

Mr Wilkes (Hsg)
Mr Jolly (Treas)

17.9.85
15.10.85

262
1015

MrBrown

Mr Wilkes (Hsg)

17.9.85

263

MrBrown

Mr McCutcheon (WR)

17.9.85

263

MrBrown
MrBrown

Mr Mathews (Arts)
Mr Cathie (Ed)

13.11.85
17.9.85

1998
264

MrBrown

Mr Jolly (Treas)

15.10.85

1016

MrBrown

Mr Wilkes (Hsg)

17.9.85

264

MrBrown

Mr McCutcheon (Prop &
Servs)

17.9.85

265

MrBrown

Mr Roper (Trans)

17.9.85

265

MrBrown

Mr Crabb (E & lA)

15.10.85

lO16

MrBrown

Mr Mathews (Arts)

15.lO.85

lO16

MrBrown

Mr Simmonds (Loc Govt)

28.9.85

288

MrBrown

Mr Spyker (Cons Affs)

12.11. 85

1989

Mr Dickinson

Mr Roper (Trans)

12.11. 85

1990

No.

Subject-matter

Asked by

Answered by

84

Concerning
Publications
Aboriginal Affairs
Loans to Department of the
Premier and Cabinet
Loans to Department of
Industry, Technology and
Resources
to
Education
Loans
Department
Loans to Department of
Employment and Industrial
Affairs
Loans to Ministry for the Arts
Loans to Department of Property and Services
Loans to Local Government
Department
Loans to Ministry of Consumer Affairs
Loans to Ethnic Affairs
Commission
Loans to Ministry of Housing
Loans to Department of Agriculture and Rural Affairs
Loans to Ministry for Planning and Environment
Loans to Department of Agriculture and Rural Affairs
Loans to Law Department
Loans to Department of Conservation, Forests and Lands
Advertising by Department of
Agriculture and Rural Affairs
Advertising by Ministry for
Planning and Environment
Government Advertising
Concerning
Aboriginal
Affairs
by
Advertising
Health
Commission
Advertising by Department of
Employment and Industrial
Affairs
Advertising by Ministry for the
Arts
Advertising by Local Government Department
Advertising by Ministry of
Consumer Affairs
Employees in Department of
Health and Public Hospitals

MrBrown

85
86
87
88
90

93
95
96
97
100
101
102
103
106
107
110
I11
112
113
114
121
123
124
136

(55)
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Answered by

Dale
Answered

Page

Mr Roper (Trans)
Mr Mathews (Arts)

24.10.85
23.10.85

1314
1307

Mr Simmonds (Loc Govt) "

18.9.85

288

Mr Roper (Trans)

1.10.85

736

Mr Jolly (Treas)

17.9.85

265

Mr Roper (Trans)

17.9.85

266

Mr Jolly (Treas)

24.10.85

1315

Mr Wilkes (Hsg)

17.9.85

266

Mr Fordham (I, T & R)

17.9.85

266

Mr Wilkes (Hsg)

17.9.85

267

Mr Jolly (Treas)
Mr Jolly (Treas)

26.11. 85
26.11. 85

2663
2664

Mr Jolly (Treas)

12. 11. 85

1991

Mr Cain (Prem)

17.9.85

268

Mr Fordham (I, T & R)

18.9.85

288

Mr Jolly (Treas)

15.10.85

1017

Mr Wilkes (Hsg)

17.9.85

269

Mr Roper (Trans)

24.9.85

462

23.10.85

1307

15.10.85

1017

Qn.
No.

Subject-matter

141
152

Latrobe Terrace Bridge
Mr Dickinson
Imprisonment of Fraudulent MrWilliams
Debtors
Architects Employed by Local MrGude
Government Department
Architects Employed by Min- MrGude
istry of Transport
Architects Employed by MrGude
Department of Management and Budget
Architects Employed by Health MrGude
Commission
Architects Employed by MrGude
Department of Agriculture
and Rural Affairs
Architects Employed by Min- MrGude
istry for Planning and
Environment
Architects Employed by MrGude
Department of Industry,
Technology and Resources
Public Housing in Doncaster Mr Perrin
and Templestowe
Mr Austin
Animal Health Programs
Reduction of Animal Health Mr Austin
Services
Animal Health Division Staff Mr Austin
Cutbacks
Sale and Lease-back Trans- Mr Stockdale
actions of Department of the
Premier and Cabinet
Sale and Lease-back Trans- Mr Stockdale
actions of Department of
Industry, Technology and
Resources
Sale and Lease-back Trans- Mr Stockdale
actions of Department of
Agriculture and Rural Affairs
Sale and Lease-back Trans- Mr Stockdale
actions of Ministry for Planning and Environment
Sale and Lease-back Trans- Mr Stockdale
actions of Department of
Health
Sale and Lease-back Trans- Mr Stockdale
actions of Education
Department
Sale and Lease-back Trans- Mr Stockdale
actions of Department of
Employment and Industrial
Affairs

164
165
172
176
177
178
179
180
184
185
186
187
188

189
190
191
192
193

Asked by

Mr Cathie (Ed)

Mr Crabb (E & lA)

(56)

INDEX

Qn.
No.

Subject-matter

Asked by

Answered by

Date
Answered

Page

194

Sale and Lease-back Transactions of Department of
Community Services
Sale and Lease-back Transactions of Law Department
and Office of Corrections
Sale and Lease-back Transactions of Department of
Conservation, Forests and
Lands
Sale and Lease-back Transactions of Department of
Property and Services
Sale and Lease-back Transactions of Ministry for the
Arts
Sale and Lease-back Transactions of Local Government Department
Sale and Lease-back Transactions of Ethnic Affairs
Commission
Sale and Lease-back Transactions of Ministry of Consumer Affairs
Sale and Lease-back Transactions of Ministry of
Housing
Tottenham Technical School
Administrative Costs of Freedom of Information Act

Mr Stockdale

Mr Spyker (Cons Affs)

15.10.85

1018

Mr Stockdale

Mr Mathews (Arts)

13 .11. 85

1998

Mr Stockdale

Mr Cathie (Ed)

18.9.85

289

Mr Stockdale

Mr McCutcheon (Prop &
Servs)

24.9.85

463

Mr Stockdale

Mr Mathews (Arts)

24.10.85

1315

Mr Stockdale

Mr Simmonds (Loc Govt)

18.9.85

289

Mr Stockdale

Mr Spyker (Eth Affs)

15.10.85

1018

Mr Stockdale

Mr Spyker (Cons Affs)

17.9.85

269

Mr Stockdale

Mr Wilkes (Hsg)

17.9.85

269

MrDelzoppo
MrPerrin

Mr Cathie (Ed)
Mr Mathews (Arts)

19.11. 85
26.11.85

2338
2664

MrBrown
MrBrown

Mr Wilkes (Hsg)
Mr Wilkes (Hsg)

1. 10.85
17.9.85

736
270

MrBrown
MrBrown

Mr Wilkes (Hsg)
Mr Cathie (Ed)

17.9.85
17.9.85

270
271

MrBrown

Mr Cathie (Ed)

17.9.85

271

MrBrown
MrBrown

Mr Wilkes (Hsg)
Mr Fordham (I, T & R)

15.10.85
17.9.85

1018
272

MrBrown

Mr Cathie (Ed)

17.9.85

273

MrBrown

Mr Crabb (E & lA)

15.10.85

1020

MrBrown

Mr Simmonds (Loc Govt)

18.9.85

290

196
197

198
200
203
204
205
208
216
220

1982
223
224
225
229
230
231
234
235
236
243

Housing Programs
Home Purchase Assistance
Scheme
Housing Infill Projects
Schools in Electoral District of
Gippsland West
Schools in Electoral District of
Gippsland West
Public Rental Housing
Vacant Residences Owned by
Department of Industry,
Technology and Resources
Residences Owned by Education Department
Residences Owned by Department of Employment and
Industrial Affairs
Residences Owned by Local
Government Department

(57)
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Subject-matter

Asked by

Answered by

Date
Answered

Page

Residences Owned by Law
Department and Office of
Corrections
Residences Owned by Department of Agriculture and
Rural Affairs
Residences Owned by Department of Health
Residences Owned by Ministry for Planning and
Environment
Aboriginal Affairs Expenditure by Department of the
Premier and Cabinet
Aboriginal Affairs Expenditure by Department of
Industry, Technology and
Resources
Aboriginal Affairs Expenditure by Department of Management and Budget
Aboriginal Affairs Expenditure by Ministry of Police
and Emergency Services
Aboriginal Affairs Expenditure by Department of Property and Services
Aboriginal Affairs Expenditure by Ministry of
Transport
Aboriginal Affairs Expenditure by Local Government
Department
Aboriginal Affairs Expenditure by Ethnic Affairs
Commission
Aboriginal Affairs Expenditure by Department of Sport
and Recreation
Aboriginal Affairs Expendilure by Ministry of Housing
Aboriginal Affairs Expendilure by Department of Conservation, Forests and Lands
Aboriginal Affairs Expenditure by Department of
Employment and Industrial
Affairs
Aboriginal Affajrs Expenditure by Department of Agriculture and Rural Affairs

MrBrown

Mr Mathews (Arts)

23.10.85

1308

MrBrown

Mr Jolly (Treas)

27.11.85

2668

MrBrown

Mr Roper(Trnns)

24.9.85

463

MrBrown

Mr Witkes (Hsg)

17.9.85

273

MrBrown

MrCain (Prem)

25.9.85

470

MrBrown

Mr Fordham (I, T & R)

18.9.85

290

MrBrown

Mr Jolly (Treas)

1.10.85

731

MrBrown

Mr Mathews (P & ES)

12.11. 85

1991

MrBrown

Mr McCutcheon (Prop &
Servs)

24.9.85

466

MrBrown

Mr Roper (Trans)

21. 11. 85

2342

MrBrown

Mr Simmonds (Loc Govt)

18.9.85-

290

MrBrown

Mr Spyker (Eth Affs)

17.9.85

213

MrBrown

Mr Trezise (S & R)

11.9.85

274

MrBrown

Mr Wilkes (Msg)

15.10.85

1020

MrBrown

Mr Cathie (Ed)

17.9.85

274

MrBrown

Mr Crabb (E & lA)

15.10.85

1021

MrBrown

Mr Jolly (Treas)

30.10.85

1621

Qn.
No.

250
251
252
254
255
256

257
260
261
262
263
265
266
268
269
272

273

(58)

INDEX

Qn.
No.

274
276
277
279
280
282
283

287

288
291
292
293
295
298
299
300
302
303
306

Date
Answered

Page

24.9.85

466

Mr Wilkes (Hsg)

17.9.85

275

MrBrown

Mr Cain (Prem)

17.9.85

275

MrBrown

Mr Jolly (Treas)

15.10.85

1021

MrBrown

Mr Wilkes (Hsg)

17.9.85

275

MrBrown

Mr Cathie (Ed)

23.10.85

1308

MrBrown

Mr Crabb (E & lA)

15.10.85

1021

MrBrown

Mr Cathie (Ed)

17.9.85

276

MrBrown

Mr McCutcheon (Prop &
Servs)

17.9.85

276

MrBrown

Mr Roper (Trans)

19.11.85

2338

MrBrown

Mr Simmonds (Loc Govt)

18.9.85

291

MrBrown

Mr Spyker (Eth Affs)

17.9.85

276

MrBrown

Mr Trezise (S & R)

17.9.85

277

MrBrown

Mr Mathews (Arts)

23.10.85

1308

Mr A. T. Evans

Mr Roper (Trans)

17.9.85

277

Mr A. T. Evans
MrPlowman

Mr Roper (Trans)
Mr Cathie (Ed)

17.9.85
19.11. 85

278
2339

MrPlowman
MrGude

Mr Cathie (Ed)
Mr Roper (Trans)

17.9.85
17.9.85

279
279

Subject-matter

Asked by

Answered by

Aboriginal Affairs Expenditure by Department of
Health
.Aboriginal Affairs Expenditure by Ministry for Planning and Environment
Budget Allocation for Distribution by Department of
Premier and Cabinet
Budget Allocation for Distribution by Department of
Agriculture and Rural Aftairs
Budget Allocation for Distribution by Ministry for Plan~
ning and Environment
Budget Allocation for Distribution by
Education
Department
Budget Allocation for Distribution by Department of
Employment and Industrial
Affairs
Budget Allocation for Distribution by Department of
Conservation, Forests and
Lands
Budget Allocation for Distribution by Department of
Property and Services
Budget Allocation for Distribution by Ministry of
Transport
Budget Allocation for Distribution by Local Government Department
Budget Allocation for Distribution by Ethnic Affairs
Commission
Budget Allocation for Distribution by Department of
Sport and Recreation
Budget Allocation for Distribution by Law Department
and Office of Corrections
Adelaide-Melbourne Railway
Line
Rail System
Upper Yarra High-Technical
School
Yarra Valley Secondary School
Baby Bassinet Restraint
Program

MrBrown

~r

MrBrown

Roper (Trans)

(59)
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Date
Answered

Page

MrSimmonds (Loc Govt)

18.9.85

291

MrLeigh
MrWilIiams
MrGude

Mr Simmonds (Loc Govt)
Mr Mathews (P & ES)
Mr Roper (Trans)

18.9.85
29.10.85
17.9.85

291
1617
280

Mr E. R. Smith
Mr Dickinson

Mr Spyker (Cons Affs)
Mr Mathews (P & ES)

15.10.85
29.10.85

1022
1617

MrWeideman
MrWeideman
MrRamsay

Mr Roper (Trans)
Mr Wilkes (Hsg)
Mr Jolly (Treas)

1.10.85
17.9.85
13.11. 85

280
1999

MrColeman
Mr Dickinson
Mr Dickinson
MrCooper

Mr Wilkes (Hsg)
Mr Wilkes (Hsg)
Mr Roper (Trans)
Mr Roper(Trans)

17.9.85
29.10.85
19.11. 85
1.10.85

281
1618
2340

MrCooper
MrGude

Mr Jolly (Treas)
Mr Mathews (Arts)

12. 11. 85
13.11. 85

1992
1999

Mr I. W. Smith
Mr I. W. Smith
Mr Dickinson

Mr Roper (Trans)
Mr Roper (Trans)
Mr Roper (Trans)

21.11.85
1.10.85
15.10.85

2342
739
1023

Mr Delzoppo

Mr Roper(Trans)

24.10.85

1315

MrBrown

Mr McCutcheon (Prop &
Servs)

17.9.85

282

MrBrown

Mr Wilkes (Hsg)

17.9.85

282

MrBrown
MrDelzoppo
MrBrown

Mr Wilkes (Hsg)
Mr Simmonds (Loc Govt)
Mr Jolly (Treas)

17.9.85
18.9.85
1.10.85

282
295

MrBrown

Mr Mathews (Arts)

24.10.85

1316

MrBrown

Mr Simmonds (Loc Govt)

18.9.85

295

MrBrown

Mr Spyker (Cons Affs)

17.9.85

283

MrBrown

Mr Spyker (Eth Affs)

1.10.85

740

MrBrown

Mr Trezise (S & R)

23.10.85

1309

MrBrown

Mr Wilkes (Hsg)

24.9.85

468

Qn.
No.

307
308
309
310
311
313
316
317
319
321
322
323
326
327
328
329
331
333
334
336
337
338
339
344
345
350
351
352
353
355

Subject-matter

Asked by

Answered by

City of Richmond Board of
Inquiry
City of Richmond Vehicles
Gun Dealers' Licences
VJLine Commercial Road
Vehicles
Welfare Services Fund
Crime Statistics in Geelong
District
Frankston Rail Service
Spot Purchase Program
Workers
Compensation
Claims
Spot Purchase Program
Sewerage Discharge Testing
Little River Goods Shed
Frankston-Stony Point Rail
Service
Council Borrowing Levels
of
AttorneyRelocation
General and Staff to
Nauru House
New Time-table for Trains
Train Punctuality Assessment
Printing of Railway Timetables
Commonwealth Duty on
Vehicle Fuel
Compulsory Property Acquisitions by Department of
Property and Services
Rental Accommodation and
Housing Loan Waiting Lists
Ministry of Housing Funding
Pounds (Amendment) Act
Use of Vehicles by Department of Management and
Budget
Use of Vehicles by Ministry for
the Arts
Use of Vehicles by Local Government Department
Use of Vehicles by Ministry of
Consumer Affairs
Use of Vehicles by Ethnic
Affairs Commission
Use of Vehicles by Department of Sport and
Recreation
Use of Vehicles by Ministry of
Housing

MrLeigh

737

738

740

(60)

INDEX

Qn.
No.

Subject-matter

Asked by

Answered by

Date
Answered

Page

356

Use of Vehicles by Department of Conservation,
Forests and Lands.
Use of Vehicles by Law
Department and Office of
Corrections.
Use of Vehicles by Department of Agriculture and
RuralAtfairs
Use of Vehicles. by Depart~
ment
of Community
Services
Use of Vehicles by Ministry for
Planning and Environment
Use of Vehicles for Aboriginal
Affairs
Publications by Education
Department
Publications by Department of
Management and Bud&et
Publications by Department of
Property and Services
Publications by Ministry of
Transport
Publications by Local Govemment Department
Publications by Ministry of
Consumer Affairs
Publications by Ethnic Affairs
Commission
Publications by Department of
Sport and Recreation
Publications by Ministry of
Housing
Publications by Ministry for
Planning and Environment
Publications by Department of
Conservation, Forests and
Lands
Publications by Department of
Agriculture
and
Rural
Affairs
Publications on Aboriginal
AffairS
Ash Wednesday Bush Fires
Public Housing in Ballarat
Victorian Disaster Management Arrangements
Austin Hospital Feasibility
Study
State Owned or Controlled
Laundries

MrBrown

Mr Cathie (Ed)

15.10.85

1023-

MrBrown

Mr Mathews (Arts)

13 .11. 85

199(}

MrBrown

Mr Jolly (Treas)

26.11. 85

2664

MrBrown

Mr Spyker (Cons Affs)

15.10.85

1023

MrBrown

Mr Wilkes (Hsg)

21.11.85

2342

MrBrown

Mr Wilkes (Hsg)

21.11.85

2343

MrBrown

Mr Cathie (Ed)

23.10.85

1309

MrBrown

Mr Jolly (Treas)

18.9.85

295

MrBrown

24.9.85

468

MrBrown

Mr McCutcheon (Prop &
Servs)
Mr Roper (Trans)

15.10.85

1024

MrBrown

Mr Simmonds (Loc Govt)

18.9.85

295

MrBrown

Mr Spyker (Cons Affs)

12.11.85

1993

MrBrown

Mr Spyker (Eth Affs)

1.10.85

741

MrBrown

Mr Trezise (S & R)

23.10.85

1309

MrBrown

Mr Wilkes (Hsg)

24.9.85

468

MrBrown

Mr Wilkes (Hsg)

29.10.85

1619

MrBrown

Mr Cathie (Ed)

1.10.85

741

MrBrown

Mr Jolly (Treas)

26.11.85

2665

MrBrown

Mr McCutcheon (WR)

29.10.85

1620

Mr A. T. Evans
Mr A. T. Evans
Mr A. T. Evans

Mr Jolly (Treas)
Mr Wilkes (Hsg)
Mr Mathews (P & ES)

1.10.85
17.9.85
17.9.85

741
283
283

MrGude

Mr Roper (Trans)

24.9.85

468

MrGude

Mr Roper (Trans)

15.10.85

1024

357
358
360
361
362
365
367
371
372
373
374
375
376
378
381
382
384
385
386
387
388
389
390

(61)
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Subject-matter

Asked by

Answered by

Date
Answered

Page

Victorian Courts
Notices of Industrial Accidents
Industrial Safety
Property Owned or Leased by
Education Department
Property Owned or Leased by
Local
Government
Department
Property Owned or Leased by
Ethnic Affairs Commission
Property Owned or Leased by
Department of Sport and
Recreation
Property Owned or Leased by
Department of Conservation, Forests and Lands
Property Owned or Leased for
Aboriginal Affairs
Spot Purchase Program
Geelong Rail Service
International Water Sports
Centre
Police and Fire Station Facilities in Belmont
Unofficial Cash Payments to
Council Employees
Applications for Housing
Accommodation
Replacement of Railway Fence
at Burnley
Waiting Lists for Rental
Accommodation
Funding to
Government
Various Groups
Staffing Levels Within Ministry of Housing
State Schools in Gippsland
West
Financial Records of Ministry
for the Arts
Financial Records of Ministry
for Police and Emergency
Services
Financial Records of Local
Government Department
Financial Records of Department
of Sport and
Recreation
Financial Records of Ministry
of Housing
Financial Records of Department of Conservation,
Forests and Lands

MrGude
MrRamsay
MrRamsay
MrGude

Mr Mathews (Arts)
Mr Crabb (E & lA)
Mr Crabb (E & lA)
Mr Cathie (Ed)

27.11. 85
15.10.85
15.10.85
23.10.85

2668
1024
1025
1310

MrGude

Mr Simmonds (Loc Govt)

18.9.85

296

MrGude

Mr Spyker (Eth Affs)

1.10.85

742

MrGude

Mr Trezise (S & R)

23.10.85

1310

MrGude

Mr Cathie (Ed)

23.10.85

1311

MrGude

Mr McCutcheon (WR)

21. 11. 85

2343

Mr Dickinson
Mr Dickinson
Mr Dickinson

MrWilkes (Hsg)
Mr Roper (Trans)
Mr Trezise (S & R)

18.9.85
15.10.85
17.9.85

296
1025
284

Mr Dickinson

Mr Mathews (P & ES)

29.10.85

1620

MrCooper

Mr Simmonds (Loc Govt)

23.10.85

1311

MrBrown

Mr Wilkes (Hsg)

16.10.85

2661

Mr Dickinson

Mr Roper (Trans)

1.10.85

742

MrCooper

Mr Wilkes (Hsg)

16.10.85

2662

Mr Dickinson

Mr Jolly (Treas)

23.10.85

1312

MrBrown

Mr Wilkes (Hsg)

23.10.85

1312

MrBrown

Mr Cathie (Ed)

12. 11. 85

1994

MrWilliams

Mr Mathews (Arts)

19.11. 85

2340

MrWiIliams

Mr Mathews (P & ES)

12.11.85

1994

MrWilliams

Mr Simmonds (Loc Govt)

12.11. 85

1994

MrWiIliams

Mr Trezise (S & R)

26.11. 85

2665

MrWilliams

Mr Wilkes (Hsg)

19.11. 85

2340

MrWilliams

Mr Cathie (Ed)

12.11. 85

1995

Qn.
No.

393
394
395
400
407

409
410

413

419
421
422
423
424
425
426
429

437
440
442
444
452
453

457
460

462
463
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INDEX

Qn.
No.

465

469
472
483
484
489
492
497
500
506
507

510

514

517

533
539

567

Subject-matter
Financial Records of Department of Agriculture and
Rural Affairs
Spot Purchase Housing
Scheme in Bendigo Area
Crime Statistics
Staff of Department of Management and Budget
Staff of Ministry for the Arts
Staff of Local Government
Department
Staff of Department of Sport
and Recreation
Staff of Department of Agriculture and Rural Affairs
Staff of Ministry for Planning
and Environment
Workers Compensation Costs
of Ministry for the Arts
. Workers Compensation Costs
of Ministry for Police and
Emergency Services
Workers Compensation Costs
of
Local
Government
Department
Workers Compensation Costs
of Department of Sport and
Recreation
Workers Compensation Costs
of Department of Agriculture and Rural Affairs
Local Government Department Staff Air Travel
Travelling Details of the
Department of Conservation, Forests and Lands
Local Government Investment Service

Asked by

Answered by

Date
Answered

Page

MrWilliams

Mr Jolly (Treas)

26.11. 85

2665

MrJohn

Mr Wilkes (Hsg)

12.11.85

1995

MrGavin
Mr I. W. Smith

Mr Mathews (P & ES)
Mr Jolly (Treas)

12.11. 85
28.11.85

1995
2672

Mr I. W. Smith
Mr I. W. Smith

Mr Mathews (Arts)
Mr Simmonds (Loc Govt)

19.11. 85
21.11.85

2340
2343

Mr I. W. Smith

Mr Trezise (S & R)

26.11. 85

2666

Mr I. W. Smith

Mr Jolly (Treas)

26.11. 85

2666

Mr I. W. Smith

Mr Wilkes (Hsg)

21.11. 85

2344'

Mr Stockdale

Mr Mathews (Arts)

19.11. 85

2341

Mr Stockdale

Mr Mathews (P & ES)

12.11. 85

1996

Mr Stockdale

Mr Simmonds (Loc Govt)

12.11.85

1997

Mr Stockdale

Mr Trezise (S & R)

26.11. 85

2666

Mr Stockdale

Mr Jolly (Treas)

26.11.85

2667

MrWilliams

Mr Simmonds (Loc Govt)

21.11. 85

2344

MrWilliams

Mr Cathie (Ed)

27.11.85

2671

28.11.85

2672

Mr Andrianopoulos Mr Simmonds (Loc Govt)
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