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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

The following answers to questions on notice
were drculatedBUILDING DISPUTE TRIBUNAL
(Question No. 185)

Mr BROWN (Western port) asked the Minister of Consumer Affairs:
What action, if any, has been taken to introduce a
building dispute tribunal to act as an alternative to
arbitrations?

Mr SPYKER (Minister of Consumer Affairs)-The answer is:
In May, 1980 the then Ministers of Consumer Affairs and Local Government established a small informal working party made up of representives of the
building industry, guarantor bodies, Loca1 Government Department and the Ministry of Consumer Affairs, to consider an alternative dispute handling
mechanism for consumer complaints relating to the
building industry.
In early August of this year I released a discussion
paper prepared by the working party. The paper proposes the establishment of a Residential Building Disputes Tribunal as an alternative dispute handling
mechanism for consumer complaints arising from the
building industry. Additionally it was proposed that
the tribunal would provide an alternative to arbitration currently provided for in Sections 918K and 918L
of the Local Government (House Builders Liability)

Act.
To date approximately forty submissions have been
received in response to the discussion paper and these
submissions are being considered by officers of the
Ministry prior to the informal working party meeting
again.
I anticipate receiving a final report from the working
party early in 1983.

FOUNDATION SEED POTATOES
(Question No. 212)

Mr A. T. EVANS (Ballarat North) asked the
Minister for Local Government, for the Minister
of Agriculture:
Whether specific tests have been carried out to check
if any signs of powdery scab exist in foundation seed
potatoes grown under the Department of Agriculture's
Seed Certification Scheme; if so, what are the results
and what future action is planned to overcome the
problem?
Session 1983-118

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister of
Agriculture is:
Foundation seed is grown under the supervision of
Certification Officers appointed for this purpose.
Crops are inspected pursuant to the rules of the Potato Certification Scheme and those crops that do not
meet the standards established under the rules are not
certified. As part of the continuing research into powdery scab, two officers of the department have carried
out laboratory tests for signs of powdery scab on foundation seed potatoes.
In a laboratory investigation carried out in 1980,
seed potatoes produced by all four foundation seed
growers were examined microscopically for the presence of the powdery scab organism.
Random samples of 10 tubers each of several varieties were examined.
Results indicated that fragmented and intact spore
balls ofthe powdery scab organism were present in the
lenticels and on the surface of tubers of Kennebec,
Sebago, Sequoia, Pontiac, Coliban and Exton varieties.
Research on powdery scab disease is continuing including an assessment of the significance of lentical
infection.

BREACHES OF THE ELECTORAL LAW
(Question No. 276)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Property and Services:
1. How many alleged breaches of the law relating to
elections were brought to the attention of the Chief
Electoral Officer immediately prior to, or following,
the last State election?
2. What was the general nature of explanations for
any such occurrences?
3. How many alleged breaches were-(a) sent to the
Courts; (b) not further pursued on legal advice; and (c)
resulted in prosecutions?
4. What steps are being taken to prevent breaches of
the electoral law?

Mr SIMPSON (Minister for Property and
Services)-The answer is:
1. Twelve.
2. Some of the persons concerned were not fully
aware of the provisions of the Act.
3. (a) 2.
(b) 10.
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(c) N~l.

4. Efforts will be made to make candidates and p0litical parties aware of offences under the Electoral Act
and political parties will be asked to ensure that their
party workers are given appropriate advice.

NATIONAL CHILDREN'S FOUNDATION
(Question No. 300)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Community Welfare Services:
What progress has been made with the establishment and promotion of the National Children's Foundation in Victoria?

Mrs TONER (Minister for Community Welfare Services)-The answer is:
1. Background
The National Children's Foundation is a Commonwealth Government proposal. Before the 1980 Federal
election the Commonwealth Government announced
a proposal to establish the foundation in conjunction
with the States and voluntary organizations.
The role ofthe foundation concerns matters relating
to the well-being of children and families, particularly
in the area of child abuse.
The original proposal was to create greater public
awareness of child abuse specifically and to encourage
support from voluntary organizations in this field.
2. Victorian Context
The Cain Government clearly recognizes that children's services in Victoria are poorly planned and inadequately funded. Government policy recognizes the
need to protect children's rights and co-ordinate child
protection programmes throughout the State.
As Minister for Community Welfare Services, I have
announced two initiatives of direct and indirect relevance to child protection, namely (1) a review of children's legislation and (2) a review of early childhood
services.
I welcome any moves by the Federal Government
such as the National Children's Foundation which will
improve child protection and public awareness of the
plight of vulnerable children and Victorian families
with special needs or at risk in the community.
The Labor Government does not support, however,
the limited focus of the proposal on child abuse alone.
We cannot support the notion that the rights of children stop at protection from abuse and neglect as embodied in the Commonwealth Government's proposal.
Clearly, the focus of the proposed Foundation must be
on the rights of children to personal development, and
a creative, supportive, and loving environment, more
generally.
3. Promotion of the Foundation
There has been previous correspondence about the
Foundation between Commonwealth and State
Ministers.

Questions on Notice
Social Welfare Ministers from all States are united
in their objection to the foundation's limited focus on
child abuse.
In response to a proposal forwarded by the Department of Social Security to all States and Territory Welfare Ministers in September 1981, all Ministers support
the establishment of the foundation but have opposed
its narrow focus and its possible infringement on the
existing independent policies and statutory responsibilities of State and Territory Governments.
From Victoria's perspective, we are in agreement
with the other States and Territories that:
(1) The National Children's Foundation must be
established with a broader focus on child protection
than on child abuse;
(2) Commonwealth funds should be provided for
research, information exchanges, public education
and pilot projects;
(3) There should be substantial State/Territory
control of, and representation on, the Foundation.
4. Progress towards establishment
The Department of Social Security tabled a paper at
the 1982 Spring Welfare Administrator's Conference
indicating that the Commonwealth has provided
$200 000 in the 1982-83 Budget to establish the
Foundation.
Welfare administrators discussed a number ofunresolved issues around the functions, stnscture and role
of the voluntary sector on the foundation. In order to
minimize administrative costs administrators recommended that the foundation be attached either to Department of Social Security or to the Conference
Secretariat and that appointment of a research consultant be considered.
I understand the Department of Social Security is to
prepare a paper on the issue raised, obtain consensus
by correspondence, and prepare a clarified paper for
discussion at the 1983 Autumn Conference of the Welfare Administrators. The National Children's Foundation is also a likely topic for discussion at the Welfare
Ministers Council in March 1983.

ACCESS TO FORESTS COMMISSION
DOCUMENTS
(Question No. 376)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Public Works, for the Minister ofForests:
1. What is the name, designated position and departmental extension number of the officer or officers
charged with the duty of assisting persons seeking access to memoranda held by departments, authorities
and agencies within his administration?
2. What staff training programmes have been instituted to facilitate implementation of the proposed
Freedom ofInformation Act?

Questions on Notice
3. What steps have been taken to utilize information technology systems in assisting enquirers to identify and locate specific documents and memoranda?
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FORESTS COMMISSION TECHNOLOGY
INFORMATION SYSTEMS
(Question No. 378)

Mr SIMPSON (Minister of Public Works)The answer supplied by the Minister of Forests
is:
I. Mr R. A. Saunders, Secretary and Chief of the
Division of Administration, Forests Commission:
telephone number 6179222, extension 671.
2. Three briefing sessions have been conducted by
the Public Service Board and the Inter-departmental
Committee on Implementation of the Proposed Freedom ofInformation Legislation for Permanent Heads,
Chairmen of major Statutory Authorities and appropriate senior officers. The Seminars were led by Mr
Peter Bayne, LL.B., J.D., (Chicago), Senior Lecturer in
the Legal Studies Department at Latrobe University
and currently a visiting research fellow at Canberra
College of Advanced Education. A sub-committee on
training has been established by the FOI Implementation Committee to pursue a two-stage training programme as follows:
(a) training for senior and middle level executive
staff who will be required to ensure effective administration of the legislation, as well as those at operating levels, in the requirements ofFOI;
(b) commence the 'professionalization' of the information management function by providing concentrated staff development in that field. Continuing
training programmes in both areas will be developed
as required.
3. Information technology is being actively considered and ifjustified on a cost basis it will be introduced
to facilitate the operation of FOI. Existing technology
in agencies may be adopted, where possible, to assist
the public.

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Public Works, for the Minister ofForests:
I. Whether any steps have been taken to ensure implementation of technology information systems by
departments, authorities and agencies within his
administration in the areas of-(a) financial data; (b)
management reports; (c) correspondence; (d) preparation and publication of documents; and (e) process
control; if so, what steps; if not, whether he will ensure
such action is taken?
2. Whether these organizations are participants in
the Japanese fifth generation computer programme; if
not, whether he will ensure such action is taken?

Mr SIMPSON (Minister of Public Works)The answer supplied by the Minister of Forests
is:
1. The Public Service Board is analysing strategic
plans prepared by departments for their data processing information technology requirements over the next
few years as requested by the former Public Accounts
and Expenditure Review Committee. This study takes
in all of the areas mentioned in the question and is
aimed at ensuring common standards and identifying
priorites.
2. No; although the Government is aware of the
programme and will be monitoring its progress.

FORESTS COMMISSION AIMS AND
OBJECfIVES
(Question No. 379)

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
(Question No. 377)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Public Works, for the Minister ofForests:
Whether any instructions have been issued regarding the preparation of answers to questions on notice;
if so, what are the details of such instructions; if not,
whether such instructions will be issued and details
provided to Parliament?

Mr SIMPSON (Minister of Public Works)The answer supplied by the Minister of Forests
is:
The only instructions issued are that the questions
be answered as fully and as quickly as possible.

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Public Works, for the Minister ofForests:
Whether any steps were taken by the Minister on
appointment to office to revise the aims and objectives
of departments, authorities and agencies within his
administration for implementation-(a) during the life
of the 49th Parliament; and (b) the 50th and succeeding
Parliaments; if so what steps; if not, whether he will
now take such action?

Mr SIMPSON (Minister of Public Works)The answer supplied by the Minister of Forests
is:
Upon taking office, steps were taken to ensure the
aims and objectives of bodies within my administration were revised in accordance with the well documented policies released by the Australian Labor Party
prior to the 3 April election.
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HIRING OF FORESTS COMMISSION
STAFF
(Question No. 380)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Public Works, for the Minister ofForests:
In what circumstances and on whose authority management consultants were engaged to hire Ministerial
staff and what fees were paid?

Mr SIMPSON (Minister of Public Works)The answer supplied by the Minister of Forests
is:
No consultants were employed to hire Ministerial
staff.

Mr SIMPSON (Minister of Public Works)The answer supplied by the Minister of Forests
is:
The information requested is as follows:
FORESTS COMMISSION

Percentage of
Departmental Vote Expended

Month

1981
Per cent.
7·15
8·67
8·61
7·75
9·33
12·27

January
February
March
April
May
June

1982
Per cent.
6·46
7·51
10-04
8·03
7·97
13·11

FORESTS COMMISSION EMPLOYEES
(Question No. 382)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the MinisterofPublic Works, for the Minister of Forests:
FORESTS COMMISSION EXPENDITURE
(Question No. 381)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the MinisterofPublic Works, for the Minister of Forests:
What percentage of the vote of departments, authorities and agencies within his administration was actually spent in each of the months January to June
1981, and January to June 1982 inclusive?

1. Whether any employees of departments, authorities and agencies within his administration have been
granted permission to engage in outside employment;
if so, how many?
2. In which divisions such employees are employed,
indicating the approximate salary range and the nature
of the outside employment approved in each case?

Mr SIMPSON (Minister of Public Works)The answer supplied by the Minister of Forests
is:
1. Yes-24 personnel in the forests Commission
have been given approval as required under section 54
of the Public Service Act 1974.
2. The requested details are as follows:

Public
Service
Division

Yearly
Salary

One

Second

$
30224

One

Second

32060

To engage in a private forestry project.

One

Second

2284624959

To act as a tutor at the McMiIlan Rural Studies Centre
for a correspondence course entitled "Trees on
Farms".

One

Second

2284626184

To undertake a study of birds in the Point Wilson
Region as part of an environmental assessment for a
major development project.

One

Second

30224

To develop and market computer software on behalf
of his son who is a legal minor.

One

Second

34094

To write a book.

Five

Third

1955419885

To act for the Department of Labour and Industry as
external examiners for the Certificate of Competency.

Four

Second

Three

Second

Six

Second

22·84636344
3022432874
2250936349

No. of
Personnel

Approved Outside Employment
To conduct a regular series of broadcasts for the Australian Broadcasting Commission.

To conduct lectures, tutorials and practical work at the
School of Agriculture and Forestry, University of
Melbourne.
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LAWS ADMINISTERED BY THE
FORESTS COMMISSION

FORESTS COMMISSION STAFF

(Question No. 383)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Public Works, for the Minister ofForests:

Mi WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the MinisterofPublic Works, for the Minister of Forests:

Whether the Minister has made any representations
for a review of staff in departments, authorities and
agencies within his administration; if not, why?

(Question No. 384)

Whether any steps have been taken to-(a) ensure
that no Victorian is ignorant of the laws administered
by departments, authorities and agencies within his
administration; (b) review all such laws, including subordinate legislation with respect to social relevance and
language comprehension in 1982; and (c) produce a
pocket guide to such laws; if so, what steps; if not,
whether the Minister will ensure that such action is
taken?

Mr SIMPSON (Minister of Public Works)The answer supplied by the Minister of Forests
is:
I appointed a review team to undertake an appraisal
of the operations of the Forests Commission including
consideration of adequacy of present staff. The review
team has completed its appraisal and has furnished me
with a report which is under consideration.

FORESTS COMMISSION PUBLICATIONS
(Question No. 385)

Mr SIMPSON (Minister of Public Works)The answer supplied by the Minister of Forests
is:
(a) All principal and subordinate legislation administered within my administration is available for public perusal.
(b) Review oflegislation is carried out regularly and
will take into account social relevance and language
comprehension subject to acceptable legislative drafting standards.

(c) Where appropriate for community education and
industry needs, publications containing information
on legislation administered within my administration
have been prepared as a suitable alternative to producing a pocket guide to such legislation.

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Public Works, for the Minister of Forests:
1. What annual reports and other publications are
issued by departments, authorities and agencies within
his administration?
2. What was the cost of producing these publications?
3. What was the authority for these publications?
4. In cases where Parliament ordered such production whether its requirements have been met; if not,
why?
5. What was the cost of---(a) production; and (b)
distribution of these publications?

Mr SIMPSON (Minister of Public Works)The answer supplied by the Minister of Forests
is:
Information is contained in the following table:

Current Publications

Group

Total

Forests CommissionForestry extension
8
Recreation
12
Technical
9
Bird, plant and mammal
lists
16
General (including
Commission's annual
report)
27
Information sheets
(various topics)produced within
department
Timber Promotion CouncilTechnical

93
165
6

Production
Costs
(1981-82) Authority
$

Minister of Forestswhere expenditure on
individual publications
exceeded $10 000.
244 728 Forests Commissionwhere expenditure on
individual publications
was $10 000 or less.

*

Chief, Division of Forest Management

Parliamentary
Requirement
Met

Applies only to Forests Commission annual report.
Requirement, as prescribed by Section 35
of the Forests Act
1958, was met with
respect to the 1981-82
annual report.

Distribution
Costs

•

•
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Current Publications
Parliamentary
Requirement

Production
Costs
Group

Total

Training
General (including
Council's
annual
report)

(1981-82) Authority
$

Met

Distribution
Costs

5
13
24

58 397 Timber Promotion
Council

*

Not applicable

* Cost not separately recorded as it is not a significant item in the overall budget. To provide the information
requested would place an unwarranted strain on staff resources.
FORESTS COMMISSION MONITORING
DEVICES
(Question No. 386)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Public Works, for the Minister of Forests:
Whether any steps have been taken to instal monitoring devices in departments, authorities and agencies
within his administration to record length, time and
destination of outward telephone calls and the extension from which each call was made; if so, what steps;
ifnot, why?

Mr SIMPSON (Minister of Public Works)The answer as supplied by the Minister of Forests is:
No monitoring devices have been installed because
they are unnecessary.
Existing switchboard facilities provide these details
in respect of trunk-line calls made and extension of
these facilities to local calls is considered to be
unnecessary.

FORESTS COMMISSION
ENTERTAINMENT EXPENDITURE .
(Question No. 387)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Public Works, for the Minister of Forests:
1. What was the actual expenditure on entertainment and hospitality of departments, authorities and
agencies within his administration in 1981-82 and what
is the estimate for 1982-83?
2. What positions are held by the persons authorizing such expenditure?

Mr SIMPSON (Minister of Public Works)The answer supplied by the Minister of Forests
is:
The requested information is as follows:

1. Entertainmentand
hospitality
expenditureActual 1981-82
Estimated
1982-83
2. Authorizing
Officers

Forests
Commission

Timber
Promotion
Council

$4700*

$4200e

$4000
Appropriate
senior officers

$200000
Executive
Director

* Estimated amount only (such expenditure not
separately recorded).
-0
Cost of supper provided at evening presentations
to building trade.
FORESTS COMMISSION PURCHASES
(Question No. 389)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the MinisterofPublic Works, for the Minister of Forests:
1. What purchases were made by the departments,
authorities and agencies within his administration in
1981-82--(a) within Victoria; (b) interstate and (c)
overseas?

2. Whether the Minister will make a commitment
to implement a procurement policy of positive discrimination in favour of Victorian small business?

Mr SIMPSON (Minister of Public Works)The answer supplied by the Minister of Forests
is:
1. Details are not available as provision of the information would place an unwarranted strain on limited
staff resources.
2. The Victorian Government has a policy of positive discrimination in favour of Victorian small
business.
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FORESTS COMMISSION EQUAL
OPPORTUNITY PROGRAMME

FORESTS COMMISSION "STRETCHING"
TAXPAYERS'DOLLAR

(Question No. 390)

(Question No. 392)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the MinisterofPublic Works, for the Minister of Forests:

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the MinisterofPublic Works, for the Minister of Forests:

1. Whether departments, authorities and agencies
within his administration have an equal opportunities
programme?
2. How long the programme has been in existence
and what are the aims of the programme?
3. How the aims of the programme are being met
and what is each organization's assessment ofthe success of the programme in achieving its aims?
4. Whether the programme is aimed at covering the
whole department or merely a section?
5. What are the procedures for union consultation
and involvement and what involvement the Equal Opportunity Board has in the programme?
6. Whether the programme has changed its priority
rating within each organization since its introduction?
7. On what basis any decision not to introduce such
a programme was reached?

1. What steps the Minister has taken since taking
office to "stretch" the taxpayers' dollar through-(a)
organization and method reviews; and (b) staff reviews?
2. What expenditures have been curtailed, and revenues increased as a result of such reviews?

Mr SIMPSON (Minister of Public Works)The answer supplied by the Minister of Forests
is:
The Government's policy of equal opportunity is
effected within my administration and therefore a specific programme is not necessary.

FORESTS COMMISSION FEMALE
EMPLOYEES
(Question No. 391)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Public Works, for the Minister of Forests:
1. How many women in the departments, authorities and agencies within his administration are-(a)
first division officers or officers of comparable status;
and (b) second division officers, indicating the positions they occupy?
2. What total percentage of first and second division
employees are women?
3. What total percentage of employees are women?

Mr SIMPSON (Minister of Public Works)The answer supplied by the Minister of Forests
is:
1. (a) Nil.

Mr SIMPSON (Minister of Public Works)The answer supplied by the Minister of Forests
is:
1. I appointed a review team to undertake an appraisal of the operations of the Forests Commission.
2. The review team has submitted a report on its
appraisal which is currently under consideration. Accordingly, it is not yet possible to state the reduction in
expenditure and increase in revenue resulting from such
review.

FORESTS COMMISSION
REPRESENTATION OF TRADE UNIONS
(Question No. 393)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Public Works, for the Minister ofForests:
1. Which statutory authorities within the responsibility of the Minister have provision for elected representatives or trade union nominated representatives
on their boards?
2. What is the basis of their representation and when
it was established?
3. Who are the current trade union representatives
and who held the positions previously?

Mr SIMPSON (Minister of Public Works)The answer supplied by the Minister of Forests
is:
1. None.
2. and 3. Not applicable.

MINISTRY FOR PLANNING
ACCESS TO DOCUMENTS
(Question No. 412)

(b) Twenty-seven, comprising administrative offi-

cers-draftingofficers 17-2, foresters-6, scientific officer-I, and artist and display designer-I.
2. First division-nil: second division-6·67 per
cent.
3. 15·2 per cent.

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister for
Planning:
1. What is the name, designated position and departmental extension number of the officer or officers
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charged with the duty of assisting persons seeking access to- memoranda held by departments, authorities
and agencies within his administration?
2. What staff training programmes have been instituted to facilitate implementation ot the proposed
Freedom ofInformation Act?
3. What steps have been taken to utilize information technology systems in assisting enquirers to identify and locate specific documents and memoranda?

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister for
Planning is:
1. Mr A Quayle, Executive Officer, Department of
Planning 602 9295.
Miss K Aberdeen, Administrative Officer, Department of Planning 6029290.
Mr D Pollock, Regional Manager, Ballarat, Department of Planning (053) 37 0738.
Mr J Abbott, Regional Manager, Bendigo, Department of Planning (054) 42 1511.
Mr D Langmore, Regional Manager, Traralgon, Department of Planning (051) 74 5223.
Mr A Holliday, Regional Manager, Warmambool,
Department of Planning (060) 24 4688.
Mr R Lutton, Regional Manager, Wodonga, Department of Planning (060) 24 4688.
Mr G Prattley, Director, Upper Yarra Valley and
Dandenong Ranges Authority 726 0555.
Mr B Pizzey, Director, Historic Buildings Council
6029273.
Mr P Jones, Registrar, Appeals Board 617 0247.
Mr B Martin, Secretary, Loddon-Campaspe Regional Planning Authority (054) 42 1511.
2. Three briefing sessions have been conducted by
the Public Service Board and the Inter-Departmental
Committee on implementation of the proposed Freedom ofInformation Legislation for Permanent Heads,
Chairmen of major statutory authorities and appropriate senior officers. The seminars were led by Mr Peter
Bayne, LLB, JD (Chicago); Senior Lecturer in the Legal Studies Department at Latrobe University and currently a visiting Research Fellow at the Canberra
College of Advance Education.
A sub-committee on training has been established
by the FOI Implementation Committee to pursue a
two-stage training program as follows:
(a) Training for senior and middle level executive

staff who will be required to ensure effective administration of the legislation, as well as those at operational
level, in the requirements ofFOI.
'
(b) Commence the "professionalization" of the information management function by providing concentrated staff development in that field.

Continuing training programs in both these areas
will be developed as required.

Questions on Notice
3. Information technology is being actively considered and ifjustified on a cost basis, it will be introduced
to facilitate the operations ofFOI. Existing technology
in agencies may be adapted, where possible, to assist
the public.

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
(Question No. 413)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister for
Planning:
Whether any instructions have been issued regarding the preparation of answers to questions on notice;
if so, what are the details of such instructions; if not
whether such instructions will be issued and details
provided to Parliament?

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister for
Planning is:
The only instructions issued are that the questions
be answered as fully and as quickly as possible.

MINISTRY FOR PLANNING
TECHNOLOGY INFORMATION
SYSTEMS
(Question No. 414)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister for
Planning:
1. Whether any steps have been taken to ensure implementation of technology information systems by
departments, authorities and agencies within his
administration in the areas of-(a) financial data; (b)
management reports; (c) correspondence; (d) preparation and publication of documents; and (e) process
control; if so, what steps; if not, whether he will ensure
such action is taken?
2. Whether these organizations are participants in
the Japanese fifth generation computer programme; if
not, whether he will ensure such action is taken?

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister for
Planning is:
1. The Public Service Board is analysing strategic
plans prepared by departments for their data processing and information technology requirements over the
next few years as requested by the former Public Accounts and Expenditure Review Committee. This study
takes in all of the areas mentioned in the question and
is aimed at ensuring common standards and identifying priorities.
The Upper Yarra Valley and Dandenong Ranges
and the Loddon-Campaspe Regional Planning Authority have relatively small staffs and their operational
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needs are not sufficient to warrant installation of sophisticated electronic data systems.
2. No; although the Government is aware of the
programme and will be monitoring its progress.

MINISTRY FOR PLANNING AIMS AND
OBJECTIVES
(Question No. 415)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister for
Planning:
Whether any steps were taken by the Minister on
appointment to office to revise the aims and objectives
of departments, authorities and agencies within his
administration for implementation-(a) during the life
of the 49th Parliament; and (b) the 50th and succeeding
Parliaments; if so, what steps; if not, whether he will
now take such action?

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister for
Planning is:
Upon taking office steps were taken to ensure the
aims and objectives of bodies within my administration were revised in accordance with the well documented policies released by the Australian Labor Party
prior to the 3 April Election.

MINISTRY FOR PLANNING STAFF
(Question No. 416)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister for
Planning:
In what circumstances and on whose authority management consultants were engaged to hire Ministerial
staff and what fees were paid?

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister for
Planning is:
No consultants were engaged to hire Ministerial staff.

MINISTRY FOR PLANNING
EXPENDITURE
(Question No. 417)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister for
Planning:
What percentage of the vote of departments, authorities and agencies within his administration was actually spent in each of the months January to June
1981, and January to June 1982 inclusive?
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Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister for
Planning is:
The honourable member's question is taken to mean
expenditure from the current account vote and so the
following information is provided.
(i) DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING, HISTORIC
BUILDINGS COUNCIL, PLANNING APPEALS
BOARD AND THE WESTERN PORT COMMITfEE

Month

Year 80/81
Percentage

Year 81/82
Percentage

January
6·8
4·7
February
6·0
6·8
March
6·4
16·9
April
11·6
May
5·8
8·5
June
10.2
11·6
(ii) UPPER YARRA VALLEY AND DANDENONG
RANGES AUTHORITY
1·7
4·7
January
February
7·5
6·3
March
6·2
11·4
April
10.3
8·9
May
12·2
9·9
5·7
6·3
June
(iii) LODDON-CAMPASPE REGIONAL PLANNING AUTHORITY
January
4·5
6·6
February
7·0
8·9
March
8·3
9·6
April
13·1
May
7·6
10·0
June
8·6
6·6

MINISTRY FOR PLANNING EMPLOYEES
(Question No. 418)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister for
Planning:
1. Whether any employees of departments, authorities and agencies within his administration have been
granted permission to engage in outside employment;
if so, how many?
2. In which divisions such employees are employed,
indicating the approximate salary range and the nature
of the outside employment approved in each case?

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister for
Planning is:
1. Yes. Three Officers.
2. (a) Second Division $29 672. Lecturing part-time
at the Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology.
(b) Second Division $23 775 to $24 884. Returning
Officer for Electoral District of Midlands.
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(c) Second Division $23258-$24474. Lecturing
part-time at the Royal Melbourne Institute of
Technology.

MINISTRY FOR PLANNING
PUBLICATIONS
(Question No. 421)

LAWS ADMINISTERED BY MINISTRY
FOR PLANNING
(Question No. 419)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister for
Planning:

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister for
Planning:

1. What annual reports and other publications are
issued by departments, authorities and agencies within
his administration?

Whether any steps have been taken to--{a) ensure
that no Victorian is ignorant of the laws administered
by departments, authorities and agencies within his
administration; (b) review all such laws, including subordinate legislation with respect to social relevance and
language comprehension in 1982; and (c) produce a
pocket guide to ·such laws; if so, what steps; if not,
whether the Minister will ensure that such action is
taken?

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister for
Planning is:
The honourable the Premier in his letter to me dated
9 August 1982 concerning review of Government regulations specifically requested that:
(a) Adequate provision be made for pUblicising proposed new regulations and reviewing the effectiveness
of both the regulations and its impact upon affected
parties.

(b) An ongoing programme of review on consolidation of all existing regulations be prepared and implemented in collaboration with the Chief Parliamentary
Counsel.
(c) A complete set of all principal legislation and
regulations (as amended) administered in the portfolio
be monitored for public perusal.

The Premier's request is being implemented.

MINISTRY FOR PLANNING STAFF
(Question No. 420)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister for
Planning:
Whether the Minister has made any representations
for a review of staff in departments, authorities and
agencies within his administration; if not, why?

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister for
Planning is:
Yes.

2. What was the cost of producing these publications?
3. What was the authority for these publications?
4. In cases where Parliament ordered such production whether its requirements have been met; if not,
why?
5. What was the cost of-(a) production; and (b)
distribution of these publications?

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister for
Planning is:
To enable the honourable member's question to be
answered logically it is assumed that it refers to reports
and publications published by the department, authorities and agencies during the financial year 1981-82.

Department ofPlanning
(i) Annual Report:
Cost of Production-$1500 approximately.
Authority-Town and Country Planning
(Amalgamation) Act 1981, Section 11 (2).
Parliamentary requirements were met.
Cost of Distribution-$200 approximately.
(ii) City of Melbourne (Local Development
Scheme Melbourne No. 1).
Cost of Production-S5ooo approximately.
Authority-Minister for Planning.
Not a Parliamentary Document.
Cost of Distribution-SI 00 approximately.

(iii) Designs on Melbourne-An Introduction to
the Melbourne Central City Local Development
Scheme.
Cost of Production-$23 000 approximately.
Authority-Minister for Planning.
Not a Parliamentary Document.
Cost of Di.stribution-$1 00 approximately.
(iv) The Landscape of the Streets.
Cost of Production-S6000 approximately.
Authority-Minister for Planning.

Questions on Notice
Not a Parliamentary Document.
Cost of Distribution-$1 00 approximately.
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Authority-Upper Yarra Valley and Dandenong Ranges Authority Act 1976 Section 34.
Parliamentary requirements met.

(v) Other Publications consist largely of a range
of small, inexpensive handouts for public information.

Historic Buildings Preservation Council
(i) Annual Report:
Cost of Production-$600 approximately.
Authority-Historic Buildings Act 1981 Section 62.
Parliamentary requirements were met.
Cost of Distribution-Nil. Available to the
public at the office of the Council.
Other Publications-Nil.

Planning Appeals Board
(i) Annual Report:
The Board is currently preparing its first
annual report.
Authority-Planning Appeals Board Act 1980
Section 75.
Production and Distribution costs are not
known.

Planning Consultative Council
(i) Annual Report:
Cost of Production-$l 00 approximately.
No formal Authority.
Not a Parliamentary Document.
Cost of Distribution-Nil.
Available to the Public at the office of the
Council.
Other Publications-Nil.

Loddon-Campaspe Regional Planning Authority
(i) Annual Statement of Accounts:
Cost of Production Minimal (internal typing and
photocopying).
Authority-Town and Country Planning Act
Section 12.
Not a Parliamentary Document.
Cost of Distribution-SI 0 approximately.
(ii) On site household Waste Disposal Pamphlet:
Cost ofProduction-$750.
Authority-The Chairman of the Authority.
Not a Parliamentary Document.
Cost of Distribution-$20 approximately.

Upper Ya"a Valley and Dandenong Ranges A uthority
(i) Annual Report:
Cost of Production-$11 00.

Cost of Distribution-$50.
(ii) Regional Strategy Plan:
Cost ofProduction-$26 000.
Authority-Upper Yarra Valley and Dandenong Ranges Authority Act, Section 12.
Not a Parliamentary Document.
Cost of Distribution-Nil. The Plan was available to the public at cost of$15 plus postage.
(iii) Independent Panel Review Report on Strategy Plan:
Cost of Production-$22 410.
Authority-Upper Yarra Valley and Dandenong Ranges Authority Act, Section 14.
Not a Parliamentary Document.
Cost of Distribution-Nil. The Report was
available to the public at a cost of $15 plus
postage.
(iv) "The Echos" Regular Publication·:
Cost of Production-S3500.
Authority-The Director of the Authority.
Not a Parliamentary Document.
Cost of Distribution-$500.
(v) "Planning Brochure" Regular Publication:
Cost of Production-S 145.
Authority-Director of the Authority.
Not a Parliamentary Document.
Cost of Distribution-Nil. Available at the office of the Authority.
(vi) Canoe Brochure-Regular Publication:
Cost ofProduction-S3500.
Authority-Director of the Authority.
Not a Parliamentary Document.
Cost of Distribution-Nil. Available to the
public at the office of the Authority.

MINISTRY FOR PLANNING
MONITORING DEVICES
(Question No. 422)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister for
Planning:
Whether any steps have been taken to install monitoring devices in departments, authorities and agencies
within his administration to record length, time and
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destination of outward telephone calls and the extension from which each call was made; if so, what steps;
if not, why?

(iii) Planning Appeals Board
Chairman
Deputy Chairman

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister for
Planning is:

(iv) Historic Buildings Council
Director

"No" because such devices are unnecessary. Existing switchboard facilities provide these details in respect of trunk line calls made and extension of these
facilities to local calls is considered to be unnecessary.

(vi) Upper Yarra Valley and Dandenong Ranges
Authority
Authority Members
Director of the Authority
Chief Administrative Officer

MINISTRY FOR PLANNING
ENTERTAINMENT EXPENDITURE
(Question No. 423)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister for
Planning:
1. What was the actual expenditure on entertainment and hospitality of departments, authorities and
agencies within his administration in 1981-82 and what
is the estimate for 1982-83?
2. What positions are held by the persons authorizing such expenditure?

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister for
Planning is:
1. (i) Expenditure incurred on entertainment and
hospitality by the Department of Planning, the Planning Consultative Council, the Planning Appeals Board,
the Historic Buildings Preservation Council and the
Westem Port Committee for the financial year 1981-82
was $8434.

(v) Loddon-Campaspe Regional Planning Authority
Authority Members

MINISTRY FOR PLANNING PURCHASES
(Question No. 425)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister for
Planning:
1. What purchases were made by the departments,
authorities and agencies within his administration in
1981-82-(a) within Victoria; (b) interstate; and (c)
overseas?
2. Whether the Minister will make a commitment to
implement a procurement policy of positive discrimination in favour of Victorian small business?

Mr WILDS (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister for
Planning is:
The Victorian Government has a policy of positive
discrimination in favour of Victorian small business.

MINISTRY FOR PLANNING EQUAL
OPPORTUNITY PROGRAMME

(ii) Provision of $9300 has been made in the estimates of Expenditure for 1982-83 to cover such
contingencies.
(iii) Similar expenditure incurred by the LoddonCampaspe Regional Planning Authority for the financial year 1981-82 was $200 and estimated expenditure
for 1982-83 is $250.

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister for
Planning:

(iv) The Upper Yarra Valley and Dandenong Ranges
Authority spent $ 14 500 on entertainment and hospitality in the past financial year and estimated expenditure of 1982-83 financial year is $15 000.

1. Whether departments, authorities and agencies
within his administration have an equal opportunities
programme?

2. The positions held by the persons authorizing
such expenditure are as follows:
(i) Department of Planning
Permanent Head
Deputy Secretary
Director Port Phillip Region
Director Country Victoria
Assistant Secretary
Corporate Manager
Executive Officer
Finance Manager
(ii) Planning Consultative Council
Chairman

(Question No. 426)

2. How long the programme has been in existence
and what are the aims of the programme?
3. How the aims of the programme are being met
and what is each organization's assessment of the success of the programme in achieving its aims?
4. Whether the programme is aimed at covering the
whole department or merely a section?
5. What are the procedures for union consultation
and involvement and what involvement the Equal Opportunity Board has in the programme?
6. Whether the programme has changed its priority
rating within each organization since its introduction?
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7. On what basis any decision not to introduce such
a programme was reached?

2. What expenditures have been curtailed, and revenues increased, as a result of such reviews?

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister for
Planning is:

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister for
Planning is:

Equal opportunity is the policy of the Victorian
Government. My Ministry effects the Government's
policy and therefore a specific programme is not
necessary.

1. A departmental review team in conjunction with
officers of the Public Service Board is currently examining the over all administrative efficiency of the Department of Planning.
2. Until the review team completes its task it is not
possible to estimate any savings or revenue increases.

MINISTRY FOR PLANNING FEMALE
EMPLOYEES
(Question No. 427)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister for
Planning:
1. How many women in the departments authorities and agencies within his administration are-(a)
first division officers or officers of comparable status;
and (b) second division officers, indicating the positions they occupy?
2. What total percentage of first and second division
employees are women?
3. What total percentage of employees are women?

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister for
Planning is:
(I) (a) First Division-Nil.
(b) Second Division

3-Administrative Officer, Class 'E'
2-Administrative Officer, Oass 'C'
I-Administrative Officer, Class 'Cl'
I-Administrative Officer, Oass 'BI'
I-Administrative Officer, Oass 'B'
I-Research Officer, Oass'RO-3'
I-Legal Officer, Class 'LO-2'
I-Draughting Officer, Class 'DR-I'
I-Publications-Publicity Officer, Class
'PP-I'
1I-Town Planner, Oass 'TP-I'
8-Town Planner, Oass 'TP-2'
2-Town Planner, Oass 'TP-3'
I-Recreation Officer Class 'RO-I'
(2) 19·31 percent.
(3) 33·9 per cent.

MINISTRY FOR PLANNING
"STRETCHING" TAXPAYERS' DOLLAR
(Question No. 428)

MINISTRY FOR PLANNING
REPRESENTATION OF TRADE UNIONS
(Question No. 429)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister for
Planning:
1. Which statutory authorities within the responsibility of the Minister have provision for elected representatives or trade union nominated representatives
on their boards?
2. What is the basis of their representation and when
it was established?
3. Who are the current trade union representatives
and who held the positions previously?

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister for
Planning is:
The members of the Loddon-Campaspe Regional
Planning Authority, the Upper Yarra Valley and Dandenong Ranges Authority, the Historic Buildings
Council and the Western Port Committee are respectively appointed subject to the provisions of Section
12 (2) of the Town and Country Planning Act 1961,
Section 7 (I) of the Upper Yarra Valley and Dandenong Ranges Authority Act 1976, the Historic Buildings Act 1981, Section 5 and the Town and Country
Planning Act, Section 590.
These Acts do not provide for direct appointment of
elected representatives or trade union nominated
representatives.
There are no trade union nominated representatives
on the boards of these authorities.

LAW DEPARTMENT TECHNOLOGY
INFORMATION SYSTEMS
(Question No. 468)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister for
Planning:

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Attorney-General:

1. What steps the Minister has taken since taking
office to "stretch" the taxpayers' dollar through-(a)
organization and method reviews; and (b) staff reviews?

1. Whether any steps have been taken to ensure implementation of technology information systems by
departments, authorities and agencies within his
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administration in the areas of-(a) financial data; (b)
management reports; (c) correspondence; (d) preparation and publication of documents; and (e) process
control; if so, what steps; if not, whether he will ensure
such action is taken?
2. Whether these organizations are participants in
the Japanese fifth generation computer programme; if
not, whether he will ensure such action is taken?

Questions on Notice
Mr CAIN (Attomey-General)-The answer is:
No statutory authorities within my responsibility
have provision for elected or trade union nominated
representatives on their governing bodies.

MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
EXPENDITURE

Mr CAIN (Attomey-General)-The answer is:
1. The Law Department has established the Information Systems Branch whose primary objective is to
ensure the efficient and effective utilization of information technologies in the achievement of departmental objectives.
The department has developed an EDP strategic plan
which provides for its data processing and information
technology requirements over the next few years, as
required by the former Public Accounts and Expenditure Review Committee.
This plan, which covers all the areas mentioned in
the question, has been submitted to the Public Service
Board who are analysing all such plans prepared by
departments, with the aim of ensuring the use of common standards and of identifying priorities for
development.
The larger statutory authorities such as the Estate
Agents Board and the Legal Aid Commission, have
embarked on major programmes for the implementation of information processing system:; covering all the
aspects covered in the question.
The smaller agencies and authorities will be utilizing
the resources of the department's information systems
branch to ensure that their requirements in this area
are adequately recognized and planned for.
2. No; although the Government is aware of the
programme and will be monitoring its progress.

LA W DEPARTMENT REPRESENTATION
OF TRADE UNIONS
(Question No. 483)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Attorney-General:
1. Which statutoty authorities within the responsibility of the Minister have provision for elected representatives or trade union nominated representatives
on their boards?
2. What is the basis of their representation and when
it was established?
3. Who are the current trade union representatives
and who held the positions previously?

(Question No. 507)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Consumer Affairs:
What percentage of the vote of departments, authorities and agencies within his administration was actually spent in each of the months January to June
1981, and January to June 1982 inclusive?

Mr SPYKER (Minister of Consumer Affairs)-The answer is:
The percentage of the Ministry of Consumer Affairs
vote actually spent was:
January

1981
1982

February

March

April

May

June

7·6

9-6
8·8

11·8
8-4

8·9
12·2

12-6
11·7

8·1

LAWS ADMINISTERED BY MINISTRY OF
CONSUMER AFFAIRS
(Question No. 509)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Consumer Affairs:
Whether any steps have been taken to-(a) ensure
that no Victorian is ignorant of the laws administered
by departments, authorities and agencies within his
administration; (b) review all such laws including subordinate legislation with respect to social relevance and
language comprehension in 1982; and (c) produce a
pocket guide to such laws; if so, what steps; if not,
whether the Minister wiU ensure that such action is
taken?

Mr SPYKER (Minister of Consumer Affairs)-The answer is:
(a) Provision is made for publicity of major changes
to consumer affairs Acts and regulations. In appropriate cases this includes the preparation and wide distribution of brochures to the community free of charge.
(b) An ongoing programme of review and consolidation of all existing Acts and regulations is being
implemented.
(c) Copies of all Acts and regulations administered
under my portfolio are available for inspection by the

Questions on Notice
public. Pocket guides of the principal consumer affairs
legislation are also available.

MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
PUBLICATIONS
(Question No. 511)
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2. What was the cost of producing these publications?
3. What was the authority for these publications?
4. In cases where Parliament ordered such production whether its requirements have been met; if not,
why?
5. What was the cost of-(a) production; and (b)
distribution of these publications?

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Consumer Affairs:

Mr SPYKER (Minister of Consumer Affairs)-The answer is:

1. What annual reports and other publications are
issued by departments, authorities and agencies within
his administration?

(1), (2) and (3). During the past twelve months the
Ministry of Consumer Affairs has issued the following
annual reports and publications:

Publication

($) Cost

Authority

Director of Consumer Affairs, Annual Report, year ended
30 June 1981

6069.29

Consumer Affairs Council Annual Report, year ended 30
June 1981

4678.57

Motor Car Traders Committee Annual Report, year ended
31 December 1981

129.81

Guide to Better Buying-extract from Yellow Pages Telephone Directory .

1500.~

Minister

Informed Consumer-What You Should Know About Hire
Purchase

831.13

Minister

Informed Consumer-What You Should Know About
Household Removals

427.74

Minister

Informed Consumer-What You Should Know About
Funerals

1 500.00*

Minister

Informed Consumer-What You Should Know About Carpets for the Home

1272.60

Minister

Informed Consumer-What You Should Know About Purchase and Servicing of Household Appliances

914.96

Minister

Informed Consumer-What You Should Know About BuyingaCar

1 982.35

Minister

Directory of Consumer Assistance

1 782.24

Minister

423.35

Minister

Your Rights as a Consumer

1 810.15

Minister

Small Oaims Tribunals

1 303.30

Minister

Customer Dissatisfaction Reporting Systems

1 543.90

Minister

You and the New Residential Tenancies Act

9676.91

Minister

Residential Tenancies-Security Deposits

2435.74

Minister

Residential Tenancies-Tenancy Agreements

1967.07

Minister

Be Sure Before You Sign

Residential Tenancies-Rents
Residential Tenancies-Termination of Agreements
Residential Tenancies-Prescribed Premises

Section 8A Ministry of
Consumer Affairs Act,
1973.
Section 7 (1) Consumer Affairs Act 1972.
Section 7A (1) Motor Car
Traders Act, 1973.

896.87

Minister

1 700.55

Minister

990.00

Minister

Director of Consumer Affairs, Annual Report, year ended 30
June, 1981

6069.29

Residential Tenancies-Abandoned Premises

1805.95

Section 8A Ministry of
- ConsumerAffairsAct, 1973
Minister
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Publication

($) Cost

Authority

Residential Tenancies-Gaining Possession of Premises Occupied Without Consent

1 755.06

Minister

Residential Tenancies-Statement of Rights

4 172.77

Minister

Residential Tenancies-Amendment concerning Prescribed
Premises

1 932.83

Minister

*

Estimated Costs Only
(4) The requirements of Parliament have been met.

(5) The cost of production has been listed. No record is kept of distribution cost of these publications.

MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
ENTERTAINMENT EXPENDITURE

I am currently considering the findings and recommendations of this review.

MINISTRY FOR ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT REPRESENTATION OF
TRADE UNIONS
(Question No. 627)

(Question No. 513)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Consumer Affairs:
1. What was the actual expenditure on entertainment and hospitality of departments, authorities and
agencies within his administration in 1981-82 and what
is the estimate for 1982-83?
2. What positions are held by the persons authorizing such expenditure?

Mr SPYKER (Minister of Consumer Affairs)-The answer is:
1. Expenditure from Division 285.2.7-Incidental
Expenses, for entertainment and hospitality was
$134. 33 for 1981-82. The estimated expenditure for
1982-83 is $150.
2. Officer-in-Charge, Administrative Services.

MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
"STRETCHING" TAXPAYERS' DOLLAR

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:
1. Which Statutory authorities within the responsibility of the Minister have provision for elected representatives or trade union nominated representatives
on their boards?
2. What is the basis of their representation and when
it was established?
3. Who are the current trade union representatives
and who held the positions previously?

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:
1. None of the authorities responsible to me have
provision for members to be elected. Membership is
through appointment by the Governor in Council on
my recommendation. All groups in the community,
including trade unions, are free to nominate people for
membership and all such nominations are assessed in
the light of skills and knowledge required by the particular authority.

(Question No. 518)

2. Not applicable.

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Consumer Affairs:

3. Not applicable.

1. What steps the Minister has taken since taking
office to "stretch" the taxpayers' dollar through--(a)
organization and method reviews; and (b) staff reviews?
2. What expenditures have been curtailed, and revenues increased, as a result of such reviews?

Mr SPYKER (Minister of Consumer Affairs)-The answer is:
A Public Service Board Review Team has recently
completed a review of the operations and structure of
the Ministry of Consumer Affairs.

ACCESS TO MINISTRY FOR ETHNIC
AFFAIRS DOCUMENTS
(Question No. 646)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Ethnic Affairs:
1. What is the name, designated position and departmental extension number of the officer or officers
charged with the duty of assisting persons seeking access to memoranda held by departments, authorities
and agencies within his administration?

Questions on Notice
2. What staff training programmes have been instituted to facilitate implementation of the proposed
Freedom ofInformation Act?
3. What steps have been taken to utilize information technology systems in assisting inquirers to identify and locate specific documents and memoranda?

Mr SPYKER (Minister for Ethnic Affairs)The answer is:
1. Ms Kristine Whorlow, Senior Assistant Director,
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Mr SPYKER (Minister for Ethnic Affairs)The answer is:
1. With the establishment of the Ethnic Affairs
Commission this matter is being considered.
2. No, although the Government is aware of the
programme and will be monitoring its progress.

MINISTRY FOR ETHNIC AFFAIRS AIMS
AND OBJECTIVES

Education, Research and Policy Development Division. Phone: 419 6700 Ext. 291.

(Question No. 649)

2. At this point of time general discussion and document exchange has taken place.

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Ethnic Affairs:

3. Information technology is being actively considered and ifjustified on a cost basis, it will be introduced
to facilitate the operation of the Freedom of Information Act.

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Whether any steps were taken by the Minister on
appointment to office to revise the aims and objectives
of departments, authorities and agencies within his
administration for implementation-(a) during the life
of the 49th Parliament; and (b) the 50th and succeeding
Parliaments; if so, what steps; if not, whether he will
now take such action?

(Question No. 647)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Ethnic Affairs:
1. Whether any instructions have been issued regarding the preparation of answers to questions on
notice; if so, what are the details of such instructions;
if not, whether such instructions will be issued and
details provided to Parliament?

Mr SPYKER (Minister for Ethnic Affairs)The answer is:
1. The only instructions issued are that the questions be answered as fully and as quickly as possible.

MINISTRY FOR ETHNIC AFFAIRS
TECHNOLOGY INFORMATION
SYSTEMS
(Question No. 648)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Ethnic Affairs:
1. Whether any steps have been taken to ensure implementation of technology information systems by
departments, authorities and agencies within his
administration in the areas of-(a) financial data; (b)
management reports; (c) correspondence; (d) preparation and publication of documents; and (e) process
control; if so, what steps; if not, whether he will ensure
such action is taken?
2. Whether these organizations are participants in
the Japanese fifth generation computer programme; if
not, whether he will ensure such action is taken?

Mr SPYKER (Minister for Ethnic Affairs)The answer is:
Upon taking office, steps were taken to ensure the
aims and objectives of the well documented policies
released by the Australian Labor Party prior to 3 April
1982 election, were put into operation.

HIRING OF MINISTRY FOR ETHNIC
AFFAIRS STAFF
(Question No. 650)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Ethnic Affairs:
In what circumstances and on whose authority management consultants were engaged to hire Ministerial
staff and what fees were paid?

Mr SPYKER (Minister for Ethnic Affairs)The answer is:
No consultants were employed to hire Ministerial
staff.
.

MINISTRY FOR ETHNIC AFFAIRS
EXPENDITURE
(Question No. 651)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Ethnic Affairs:
What percentage of the vote of departments, authorities and agencies within his administration was ac
tually spent in each of the months January to June
1981, and January to June 1982 inclusive?
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Mr SPYKER (Minister for Ethnic Affairs)-The answer is:

Ministry of Immigration and Ethnic Affairs

January

February

March

April

May

June

%
5·5

%
1()'5

%

1981

I()'O

%
8·3

%
1l·8

%
13·6

1982

12·1

3·9

1()'2

9·1

3·6

1()'0

MINISTRY FOR ETHNIC AFFAIRS
EMPLOYEES

4. In cases where Parliament ordered such production whether its requirements have been met; if not
why?

(Question No. 652)

5. What was the cost of-(a) production; and (b)
distribution of these publications?

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Ethnic Affairs:
1. Whether any employees of departments, authori-

ties and agencies within his administration have been
granted permission to engage in outside employment;
if so, how many?
2. In which divisions such employees are employed,
indicating the approximate salary range and the nature
of the outside employment approved in each case?

Mr SPYKER (Minister for Ethnic Affairs)The answer is:
1. None.

Mr SPYKER (Minister for Ethnic Affairs)The answer is:
I. Annual report of the Ministry of Immigration
and Ethnic Affairs.
2. Cost 1981-82, $1613.05.
3. Ministry of Immigration and Ethnic Affairs Act
1976 (now repealed).
4. The requirements for Parliament for the annual
report are being met.
.
5. (a) Cost of production 1981-82$1613.05
(b) Cost of distribution $135.00.

2. Not applicable.

MINISTRY FOR ETHNIC AFFAIRS
MONITORING DEVICES
MINISTRY FOR ETHNIC AFFAIRS STAFF
(Question No. 654)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Ethnic Affairs:
Whether the Minister has 'made any representations
for a review of staff in departments, authorities and
agencies within his administration; if not, why?

Mr SPYKER (Minister for Ethnic Affairs)The answer is:
Yes.

(Question No. 656)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Ethnic Affairs:
Whether any steps have been taken to install monitoring devices in departments, authorities and agencies
within his administration to record length, time and
destination of outward telephone calls and the extension from which each call was made; if so, what steps;
ifnot, why?

Mr SPYKER (Minister for Ethnic Affairs)The answer is:
No, because such services are unnecessary.

MINISTRY FOR ETHNIC AFFAIRS
PUBLICATIONS
(Question No. 655)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Ethnic Affairs:
1. What annual reports and other publications are
issued by departments, authorities and agencies within
his administration?
2. What was the cost of producing these publications?
3. What was the authority for these publications?

MINISTRY FOR ETHNIC AFFAIRS
ENTERTAINMENT EXPENDITURE
(Question No. 657)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Ethnic Affairs:
1. What was the actual expenditure on entertainment and hospitality of departments, authorities and
agencies within his administration in 1981-82 and what
is the estimate for 1982-83?

15 March 1983
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2. What positions are held by the persons authorizing such expenditure?

Mr SPYKER (Minister for Ethnic Affairs)The answer is:
1. Actual expenditure 1981-82
Estimated expenditure 1982-83

$6490.95
$7500.00

2. Director, Ministry of Immigration and Ethnic
Affairs.
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6. Whether the programme has changed its priority
rating within each organization since its introduction?
7. On what basis any decision not to introduce such
a programme was reached?

Mr SPYKER (Minister for Ethnic Affairs)The answer is:
1. An equal opportunities programme will be developed within the Ethnic Affairs Commission.
2. The programme has not yet been established.

MINISTRY FOR ETHNIC AFFAIRS
PURCHASES
(Question No. 659)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Ethnic Affairs:

3. The aims of the programme have yet to be
determined.
4. The programme will embrace the whole of the
Ethnic Affairs Commission.
5. The developed programme will involve consultation with the Victorian Public Service Association
and the Equal Opportunity Board.
6. Not Applicable.

1. What purchases were made by the departments,
authorities and agencies within his administration in
1981-82-(a) within Victoria; (b) interstate; and (c)
overseas?
2. Whether the Minister will make a commitment
to implement a procurement policy of positive discrimination in favour of Victorian small business?

Mr SPYKER (Minister for Ethnic Affairs)The answer is:
1. This information is not available.
2. The Victorian Government has a policy of positive discrimination in favour of Victorian small
business.

7. Not Applicable.

MINISTRY FOR ETHNIC AFFAIRS
FEMALE EMPLOYEES
(Question No. 661)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Ethnic Affairs:
1. How many women in the departments, authorities and agencies within his administration are-(a)
first division officers or officers of comparable status;
and (b) second division officers, indicating the positions they occupy?
.
2. What total percentage of first and second division
employees are women?

MINISTRY FOR ETHNIC AFFAIRS
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROGRAMME

3. What total percentage of employees are women?

(Question No. 660)

Mr SPYKER (Minister for Ethnic Affairs)The answer is:

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Ethnic Affairs:

1. As at 25 November 1982, the Ministry for Immigration and Ethnic Affairs employed:

1. Whether departments, authorities and agencies
within his administration have an equal opportunities
programme?

(a) No women in first division (or comparable) p0sitions, and

2. How long the programme has been in existence
and what are the aims of the programme?

The positions occupied by those officers were Publications and Publicity Officer, aass pp 2. Administrative Officer, aass C (x2), and Administrative Officer,
aassA.

3. How the aims of the programme are being met
and what is each organization's assessment of the success of the programme in achieving its aims?
4. Whether the programme is aimed at covering the
whole department or merely a section?
5. What are the procedures for union consultation
and involvement and what involvement the Equal Opportunity Board has in the programme?

(b) 4 female officers in second division.

2. The total percentage of female first division employees was nil, of second division 23·5 per cent (i.e. 4
out of 17 officers), and of combined first and second
division employees also 23·5 per cent.
3. The percentage of female staff was 500 per cent
(i.e. 26 out of 52 stafl).
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ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
(Question No. 719)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Public Works:
Whether any instructions have been issued regarding the preparation of answers to questions on notice;
if so, what are the details of such instructions; if not,
whether such instructions will be issued and details
provided to Parliament?

LAWS ADMINISTERED BY PUBLIC
WORKS DEPARTMENT
(Question No. 725)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Public Works:

The only instructions issued are that the questions
be answered fully and as quickly as possible.

Whether any steps have been taken to-Ca) ensure
that no Victorian is ignorant of the laws administered
by departments, authorities and agencies within his
administration; (b) review all such laws, including subordinate legislation with respect to social relevance and
language comprehension in 1982; and (c) produce a
pocket guide to such laws; if so, what steps; if not,
whether the Minister will ensure that such action is'
taken?

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT AIMS
AND OBJECTIVES

Mr SIMPSON (Minister of Public Works)The answer is:

(Question No. 721)

On 9 August 1982, the Premier had written to me
requesting that a number of recommendations, made
by the Regulation Review Unit and approved by the
State Co-ordination Council, be implemented. As a
result of this, my Department and other statutorybodies under my control had been directed to take appropriate action. Without exception, all had replied
assuring me that the directive would be implemented
and I had advised the Premier of this.

Mr SIMPSON (Minister of Public Works)The answer is:

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Public Works:
Whether any steps were taken by the Minister on
appointment to office to revise the aims and objectives
of departments, authorities and agencies within his
administration for implementation--(a) during the life
of the 49th Parliament; and (b) the 50th and succeeding
Parliaments; if so, what steps; if not, whether he will
now take such action?

Mr SIMPSON (Minister of Public Works)-

The answer is:
Upon taking office steps were taken to ensure the
aims and objectives of bodies within my administration were revised in accordance with the well documented policies released by the Australian Labor Party
prior to 3 April 1982 election.

In reply to your specific questions, the answers are
as follows:
(a) New regulations are publicized and a complete
set of regulations are available for public perusal at the
offices of this department and statutory authorities.
(b) An on-going programme of review, in consultation with the Chief Parliamentary Counsel, exists, to
ensure that the regulations are relevant.
(c) Where the laws affect the general public, "ready
reference" booklets are made available.

HIRING PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
STAFF
(Question No. 722)

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT STAFF
(Question No. 726)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Min-

ister of Public Works:
In what circumstances and on whose authority management consultants were engaged to hire Ministerial
staff and what fees were paid?

Mr SIMPSON (Minister of Public Works)The answer is:
No consultants were employed to hire Ministerial
staff.

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Public Works:
Whether the Minister has made any representations
for a review of staff in departments, authorities and
agencies within his administration; if not, why?

Mr SIMPSON (Minister of Public Works)The answer is:
Yes.

Questions on Notice

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
PUBLICATIONS
(Question No. 727)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Public Works:
1. What annual reports and other publications are
issued by departments, authorities and agencies within
his administration?
2. What was the cost of producing these publications?
3. What was the authority for these publications?
4. In cases where Parliament ordered such production whether its requirements have been met; if not,
why?
5. What was the, cost of-(a) production; and (b)
distribution of these publications?

Mr SIMPSON (Minister of Public Works)The answer is:
The Public Works Department and its agencies produce a very wide selection of publications and documents for both general and specific purposes. It
produces an annual report and a financial review and,
in addition, each of the three port authorities and the
Government Buildings Advisory Council prepare annual reports for presentation to the Minister.
The preparation of publications for the department's
four divisions covers a variety of purposes and activities and utilizes both internal and external publication
facilities. To provide accurate and meaningful answers
to such a general question, more detailed information
would be necessary.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
REPRESENTATION OF TRADE UNIONS
(Question No. 735)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Public Works:
1. Which statutory authorities within the responsibility of the Minister have provision for elected representatives or trade union nominated representatives
on their boards?
2. What is the basis of their representation and when
was it established?
3. Who are the current trade union representatives
and who held the positions previously?

Mr SIMPSON (Minister of Public Works)The answer is:
The three statutory authorities within my responsibility as Minister of Public Works are the Melbourne,
Portland, and Geelong port authorities. Your question,
as it relates to each Authority is answered as follows:
(i) Port 0/Melbourne Authority
Section 8 (2) of the Port 0/Melbourne Authority Act
1958 provides for the appointment of a member from
a panel of not less than three names submitted by the
Victorian Trades Hall Council. Section 8 (3) provides
for the appointment by the Governor in Council of a
member where the Victorian Trades Hall Council fails
to submit a panel of names.
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Section 80f the Port of Melbourne Authority Act
was amended in November 1953 to provide for union
representation on the authority board.
Mr Roy A. Cameron is the serving member appointed under Section 8 (2). He succeeded Mr James
H. Cummins who retired on 30 March 1960.
(ii) Port o/Geelong Authority
Under Section 4 (2) of the Port of Geelong Authority
Act 1958 the Governor in Council may appoint three
commissioners and may, as any vacancy occurs in the
office of commissioners, appoint some person to fill
such vacancy.
There are three commissioners so appointed.
There are no elected representatives, nor trade union
nominated representatives, on the authority board.
(iii) Port o/PortlandAuthority
Under Section 4 (2) of the Port of Portland Authority Act 1958, the Governor in Council may appoint
three commissioners and may, as any vacancy occurs
in the office of commissioner, appoint some person to
fill such vacancy.
There are three commissioners so appointed.
There are no elected representatives, nor trade union
nominated representatives, on the authority board.

MINISTRY OF HOUSING EXPENDITURE
(Question No. 759)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Housing:
What f)ercentage of the vote of departments, authorities and agencies within his administration was actually spent in each of the months January to June
1981, and January to June 1982 inclusive?

Mr CATHIE (Minister of Housing)-The answer is:
The percentage actually spent in each of the months
January to June 1981 and January to June 1982 inclusive was as follows:
Division 680 Ministry o/Housing
Year 1981

Month
January
February
March
April
May
June
Total

Year 1982

%

%

6-9
6-6
8·6
12·4
9·8
8·7

6·6
6-5
8·4
7·2
7·3
8·8

53-0

44-8
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Division 686 Registry olCo-operative Housing
Societies and Co-operative Societies and Home
Finance Administration.
Month

Mr CATHIE (Minister of Housing)-The answer supplied by the Minister for Conservation
is:

Year 1981

Year 1982

%

%

3·0
2·7
10.0
15·3
4·1
47·3

2·7
2·1
18·6
2·3
19·9
27·1

82·4

72·7

January
February
March
April
May
June
Total

MINISTRY OF HOUSING
ENTERTAINMENT EXPENDITURE
(Question No. 765)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Min-

ister of Housing:
1. What was the actual expenditure on entertainment and hospitality of departments, authorities and
agencies within his administration in 1981-82 and what
is the estimate for 1982-83?
2. What positions are held by the persons authorizing such expenditure?

Mr CATHIE (Minister of Housing)-The answeris:
1. 1981/82 Actual $13818
1982/83 Budget $13 000
2. The Minister of Housing approves such
expenditure.

(a) Cost benefit studies have not been carried out to
determine if energy consumption can be reduced
through flexi-time and off-base locations, the reason
being, heating within the building is controlled on a
floor level basis not an office basis. Hence if a member
of staff was taking flexi-time or working off-base the
heating level could not be sufficiently adjusted to accommodate such a small change in the office occupancy rate.
(b) A reduction in oil consumption has been
achieved by:
(i) The purchase of more economic small cars in
preference to larger cars.
(ii) Conversion of the heating system of the Ministry's offices at 240-250 Victoria Parade from an oil, to
a gas system.

Solar energy is not used by the Ministry for Conservation at the present time.
(c) The general methods employed by the Ministry
to reduce energy consumption are:
.

(i) The reduction in the number of fluorescent tubes
in non-office areas.
(ii) The caretaker in conjunction with the lessors
carefully adjust the thermostats on the heatingfair-conditioning system to prevent the unnecessary consumption of energy.
To date no staff have been sent on energy conservation courses.

MINISTRY FOR CONSERVATION OIL
CONSUMPTION

MINISTRY FOR POLICE AND
EMERGENCY SERVICES EXPENDITURE

(Question No. 802)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Housing, for the Minister for Conservation:
What steps have been taken to conserve oil consumption within departments, authorities and agencies within his administration by instituting-(a) cost!
benefit studies into employee flexi-time and off-base
location; (b) replacement of oil-powered energy with
solar power; and (c) better use of energy through methods engineering and personnel training?

(Question No. 831)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:
What percentage of the vote of departments, authorities and agencies within his administration was actually spent in each of the months January to June
1981, and January to June 1982 inclusive?

Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services)-The answer is:

YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 1981

Ministry-Central
Administration
Police Department
Police Service Board
Metropolitan Fire Brigades
Board
Country Fire Authority
State Emergency Service

January

February

March

April

May

June

%

%

%

%

%

%

21
7·7
7·71

2
8·27
8·12

I

22
8·21
7·72

I

11·14
11·57

8·1
7·86

8
9·74
1()'61

7
5
7

7·56
8
8

6·95
10
9

10.53
8·5
12

6·51
8·5
12

8·79
10.4
12
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YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 1982

January

February

March

April

May

June

%

%

%

%

%

%

21
7·66
7·74

1
8·01
9·65

1
11·45
13·07

21
7·89
8·66

4
10.01
9·24

3
11·83
11·16

6·82
6
7

7·18
6

8·38
9
12

10.4
8
11

7·97
6·3
10

8·09
10
12

Ministry-Central
Administration
Police Department
Police Service Board
Metropolitan Fire Brigades
Board
Country Fire Authority
State Emergency Service

10

(Question No. 837)

1. What was the actual expenditure on entertainment and hospitality of departments, authorities and
agencies within his administration in 1981-82 and what
is the estimate for 1982-83?
2. What positions are held by the persons authorizing such expenditure?

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:

Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services)-The answer is:

MINISTRY FOR POLICE AND
EMERGENCY SERVICES
ENTERTAINMENT EXPENDITURE

1. Department/Authority/Agency
Ministry for Police and Emergency Services-Central
Administration
Police Department
Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board
Country Fire Authority
State Emergency Service

Actual
Year Ending
30.6.82

Estimate
Year Ending
30.6.83

$
322.00

$
200.00

1978.00
7699.55
33638.00
nil

4000.00
10939.00
38000.00

nil

2. Department /Authority/Agency

Expenditure Authorized By

Ministry for Police and Emergency Services-Central
Administration
Police Department
Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board

Secretary to the Ministry for Police and Emer~
genc), Services
Chief Commissioner of Police
President of the Metropolitan Fire Brigades
Board
Chairman of the Country Fire Authority
Secretary to the Ministry for Police and Emergency Services

Country Fire Authority
State Emergency Service

ACCESS TO DEPARTMENT OF
PROPERTY AND SERVICES
DOCUMENTS

3. What steps have been taken to utilize information technology systems in assisting enquirers to identify and locate specific documents and memoranda?

(Question No. 862)

Mr SIMPSON (Minister for Property and
Services)-The answer is:

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Property and Services:
1. What is the name, designated position and departmental extension number of the officer or officers
charged with the duty of assisting persons seeking access to memoranda held by departments, authorities
and agencies within his administration?
2. What staff training programmes have been instituted to facilitate implementation of the proposed
Freedom of Information Act?

1. No officer has been appointed.
2. Three briefing sessions have been conducted by
the Public Service Board and the Inter-departmental
Committee on Implementation of the Proposed Freedom ofInformation Legislation for Permanent Heads,
Chairmen of major Statutory Authorities and appropriate senior officers. The seminars were led by Mr
Peter Bayne, LL.B., J.D., (Chicago), Senior Lecturer in
the Legal Studies Department at Latrobe University
and currently a visiting Research Fellow at the Canberra College of Advanced Education.
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A sub-committee on training has been established
by the Freedom ofInformation Implementation Committee to pursue a two-stage training programme as
follows:
(a) Training for senior and middle level executive
staffwho will be required to ensure effective administration of the legislation, as well as those at operating
levels, in the requirements of Freedom ofInformation.
(b) Commence the "professionalization" of the in-

formation management function by providing concentrated staff development in that field.
Continuing training programmes in both areas will
be developed as required.
3. Information technology is being actively considered and ifjustified on a cost basis it will be introduced
to facilitate the operation of Freedom of Information.
Existing technology in agencies may be adapted, where
possible, to assist the public.

DEPARTMENT OF PROPERTY AND
SERVICES STAFF
(Question No. 870)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Property and Services:
Whether the Minister has made any representations
for a review of staff in departments, authorities and
agencies within his administration; if not, why?

Mr SIMPSON (Minister for Property and
Services)-The answer is:
Request has been made to the Public Service Board
for a review of the three major branches of the
department.

Questions on Notice
3. What steps have been taken to utilize information technology systems in assisting enquirers to identify and locate specific documents and memoranda?

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister of
Agriculture is:
1. Mr G. McG. Baker, Secretary. Rural Finance
Commission.
2. Three briefing sessions have been conducted by
the Public Service Board and the Inter-departmental
Committee on Implementation of the Proposed Freedom ofInformation Legislation for Permanent Heads,
Chairman of major Statutory Authorities and appropriate senior officers. The seminars were led by Mr
Peter Bayne, LL.B., J.D., (Chicago), Senior Lecturer in
the Legal Studies Department at Latrobe University
and currently a visting Research Fellow at the Canberra College of Advanced Education.
A sub-committe on training has been established by
the Freedom of Information Implementation Committee to pursue a two-stage training programme as
follows:
(a) Training for senior and middle level executive
staff who will be required to ensure effective administration of the legislation, as well as those at operating
levels, in the requirements of Freedom ofInformation:
(b) Commence the "professionalization" of the information management function by providing concentrated staff development in that field.
Continuing training programmes in both areas will
be developed as required.
3. Information technology is being actively considered and ifjustified on a cost basis it will be introduced
to facilitate the operation of Freedom of Information.
Existing technology in agencies may be adapted, where
possible, to assist the public.

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
ACCESS TO RURAL FINANCE
COMMISSION DOCUMENTS
(Question No. 898)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister of
Agriculture:
In relation to soldier settlement and rural finance:
1. What is the name, designated position and departmental extension number of the officer or officers
charged with the duty of assisting persons seeking access to memoranda held by departments, authorities
and agencies within his administration?
2. What staff training programmes have been instituted to facilitate implementation of the proposed
Freedom ofInformation Act?

(Question No. 899)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister of
Agriculture:
In relation to soldier settlement and rural finance:
Whether any instructions have been issued regarding the preparation of answers to questions on notice;
if so, what are the details of such instructions; if not,
whether such instructions will be issued and details
provided to Parliament?

Mr WILDS (Minister for Local Govemment)-The answer supplied by the Minister of
Agriculture is:
The only instructions issued are that the questions
be answered as fully and quickly as possible.

Questions on Notice
RURAL FINANCE COMMISSION
TECHNOLOGY INFORMATION
SYSTEMS
(Question No. 9(0)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister of
Agriculture:
In relation to soldier settlement and rural finance:
1. Whether any steps have been taken to ensure implementation of technology information systems by
departments, authorities and agencies within his
administration in the areas of-(a) financial data; (b)
management reports; (c) correspondence; (d) preparation and publication of documents; and (e) process
control; if so, what steps; if not, whether he will ensure
such action is taken?
2. Whether these organizations are participants in
the Japanese fifth generation computer programme; if
not, whether he will ensure such action is taken?

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister of
Agriculture is:
1. The Rural Finance Commission has established
an extensive data processing system which includes
loan processing, accounting-internal administration
and integrated use of word processing with computerized data processing and statistical analysis of loans.
2. No, although the Government is aware of the
programme and will be monitoring its progress.

RURAL FINANCE COMMISSION AIMS
AND OBJECTIVES
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HIRING RURAL FINANCE COMMISSION
STAFF
(Question No. 902)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister of
Agriculture:
In what circumstances and on whose authority management consultants were engaged to hire Ministerial
staff specializing in soldier settlement and rural finance, and what fees were paid?

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister of
Agriculture is:
No consultants were employed to hire Ministerial
staff.

RURAL FINANCE COMMISSION
EXPENDITURE
(Question No. 903)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister of
Agriculture:
What percentage of the vote of departments, authorities and agencies administering soldier settlement and
rural finance was actually spent in each of the months
January to June 1981, and January to June 1982
inclusive?

(Question No. 901)

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister of
Agriculture is:

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister of
Agriculture:

The normal annual allocation for vote expenditure
by Treasury to the Rural Finance Commission forms
an insignificant proportion of its expenditure
programme.

Whether any steps were taken by the Minister on
appointment to office to revise the aims and objectives
of departments, authorities and agencies administering
soldier settlement and rural finance within his administration for implementation-(a) during the life of the
49th Parliament; and (b) the 50th and succeeding Parliaments; if so, what steps; if not, whether he will now
take such action?

RURAL FINANCE COMMISSION
EMPWYEES

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister of
Agriculture is:
Upon taking office, steps were taken to ensure the
aims and objectives of bodies within my administration were revised in accordance with the well documented policies released by the Australian Labor Party
prior to the April 3 election.

(Question No. 904)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister of
Agriculture:
1. Whether any employees of departments, authorities and agencies administering soldier settlement and
rural finance within his administration have been
granted permission to engage in outside employment;
if so, how many?
2. In which divisions such employees are employed,
indicating the approximate salary range and the nature
ofthe outside employment approved in each case?
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Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister of
Agriculture is:
I. None.

2. Not applicable.

LAWS ADMINISTERED BY RURAL
FINANCE COMMISSION
(Question No. 905)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister of
Agriculture:
Whether any steps have been taken to-(a) ensure
that no Victorian is ignorant of the laws administered
by departments, authorities and agencies administering soldier settlement and rural finance within his
administration; (b) review all such laws, including subordinate legislation with respect to social relevence and
language comprehension in 1982;. and (c) produce a
pocket guide to such laws; if so, what steps; if not,
whether the Minister will ensure that such action is
taken?

Questions on Notice

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister of
Agriculture is:
No.
Representations have not been necessary. The Rural
Finance Commission is fully cognizant of its responsibilities to keep staff at the minimum level possible but
at the same time consistent with the maintenance of
the maximum efficiency of service.

RURAL FINANCE COMMISSION
PUBLICATIONS
(Question No. 907)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister of
Agriculture:

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister of
Agriculture is:

I. What annual reports and other publications are
issued by departments, authorities and agencies administering soldier settlement and rural finance within
his administration?
2. What was the cost of producing these publications?
3. What was the authority for these publications?
4. In cases where Parliament ordered such production whether its requirements have been met; if not,
why?
5. What was the cost of-(a) production; and (b)
distribution of these publications?

Following recommendations from the State Co-ordination Council, aimed at improving the process of
regulation in Victoria, the Premier has requested his
Ministers to ensure that:

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Govenment)-The answer supplied by the Minister of
Agriculture is:

(a) Adequate provision will be made when publicizing proposed new regulations and receiving the effectiveness of both the regulation and its impact upon
affected parties.

I. and 2. Rural Finance Commission-Annual Report cost 1980-81 $12 486 . 00.
Rural Finance Commission-various information
folders cost 1981-82 financial year $5 383. 58.
3. The normal exercise by the Rural Finance Commission of its statutory powers and responsibilities.
4. Yes.
5. See answer to 2.

(b) An on-going programme of review and consolidation of all existing regulations shall be prepared and
implemented in collaboration with the Chief Parliamentary Counsel.
(c) A complete set of all principal legislation and
regulations (as amended) administered in the portfolio
be monitored for public approval.

RURAL FINANCE COMMISSION
MONITORING DEVICES

RURAL FINANCE COMMISSION STAFF

(Question No. 908)

(Question No. 906)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister of
Agriculture:

Mr WILLIAMS (I?oncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister of
Agriculture:
Whether the Minister has made any representations
for a review of staff in departments, authorities and
agencies administering soldier settlement and rural finance within his administration; if not, why?

Whether any steps have been taken to instal monitoring devices in departments, authorities and agencies
administering soldier settlement and rural finance
within his administration to record length, time and
destination of outward telephone calls and the extension from which each call was made; if so, what steps;
ifnot, why?

Questions on Notice

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister of
Agriculture is:
No, because such devices are unnecessary. Existing
switchboard facilities provide these details in respect
of trunk line calls made and extension ofthese facilities
to local calls is considered to be unnecessary.

RURAL FINANCE COMMISSION
ENTERTAINMENT EXPENDITURE
(Question No. 909)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister of
Agriculture:
1. What was the actual expenditure on entertainment and hospitality of departments, authorities and
agencies administering soldier settlement and Rural
Finance within his administration in 1981-82 and what
is the estimate for 1982-83?
2. What positions are held by the persons authorizing such expenditure?

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister of
Agriculture is:
1. 1981-82 $1 236 Actual 1982-83 $2 ()()() Estimate.
2. Rural Finance Commission.

RURAL FINANCE COMMISSION
PURCHASES
(Question No. 911)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister of
Agriculture:
1. What purchases were made by the departments,
authorities and agencies administering soldier settlement and rural finance in 1981-82--(a) within Victoria; (b) interstate; and (c) overseas?
2. Whether the Minister will make a commitment
to implement a procurement policy of positive discrimination in favour of Victorian small business?

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister of
Agriculture is:
1. It is considered that the collation of the extensive
. data necessary to reply to this part of the question
would place unwarranted strain on limited staff
resources.
2. Yes, the Victorian Government has a policy of
positive discrimination in favour of Victorian Small
Business.

15 March 1983

ASSEMBLY

3237

RURAL FINANCE COMMISSION EQUAL
OPPORTUNITY PROGRAMME
(Question No. 912)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister of
Agriculture:
1. Whether departments, authorities and agencies
administering soldier settlement and rural finance
within his administration have an equal opportunities
programme?
2. How long the programme has been in existence
and what are the aims of the prograinme?
3. How the aims of the programme are being met
and what is each organjzation's assessment of the success of the programme in achieving its aims?
4. Whether the programme is aimed at covering the
whole department or merely a section?
5. What are the procedures for union consultation
and involvement and what involvement the Equal 0pportunity Board has in the programme?
6. Whether the programme has changed its priority
rating within each organization since its introduction?
7. On what basis any decision not to introduce such
a programme was reached?

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister of
Agriculture is:
Equal opportunity is the policy of the Victorian
Government. The Ministry effects the Government's
policy and, therefore, a specific programme is not
necessary.

RURAL FINANCE COMMISSION
FEMALE EMPLOYEES
(Question No. 913)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister of
Agriculture:
1. How many women in the departments, authorities and agencies administering soldier settlement and
rural finance within his administration are--(a) first
division officers or officers of comparable status; and
(b) second division officers, indicating the positions
they occupy?
2. What total percentage of first and second division
employees are women?
3. What total percentage of employees are women?

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister of
Agriculture is:
1. and 2. The Rural Finance Commission is not
subject to the Public Service Act and therefore the
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engagement of "first division and second division officers" is not applicable. The heads of two of the commission's five branches are women.

Questions on Notice

WINLATON EDUCATION CENTRE
TRAINING PROGRAMMES
(Question No. 940)

3. 48 per cent.

RURAL FINANCE COMMISSION
''STRETCHING'' TAXPAYERS' DOLLAR

Mrs RAY (Box Hill) asked the Minister for
Employment and Training:

(Question No. 914)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister of
Agriculture:

Whether the Ministry for Employment and Training
provided funds for Winlaton Education Centre Training Programmes; if so-(a) how the programme is progressing; and (b) what provision has been made for
development?

In relation to the administration of soldier settlement and rural finance:

Mr SIMMONDS (Minister for Employment
and Training)-The answer is:

1. What steps the Minister has taken since taking
office to "stretch" the taxpayer's dollar through-(a)
organization and method reviews; and (b) staff reviews?
2. What expenditures have been curtailed and revenues increased, as result of such reviews?

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister of
Agriculture is:
Constant review of organization, methods and staff
consistent with prompt and efficient delivery of service.

RURAL FINANCE COMMISSION
REPRESENTATION OF TRADE UNIONS
(Question No. 915)

The Ministry for Employment and Training has
provided $47000 to the Winlaton Education Centre
for a vocational options programme for older sentenced youth.
The programme aims to provide introductory vocational courses across a range of occupational areas.
These courses will be supplemented by vocational
counselling both during the sentence time at Winlaton
and in the initial period following release.
An advisory committee with responsibility for the
programme has been established. Two project officers
have been appointed, one in the position of programme co-ordinator/vocational counsellor, and the
other as an employment placement officer/vocational
counsellor. The project officers are involved in developing educational and vocational links with the community for the youth involved in the programme.
Progress to date has been satisfactory. An evaluation

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Min- committee has been formed to formally assess the proister for Local Gov~rnment for the Minister of gramme's impact and to make recommendations on
its further development.
Agriculture:
1. Which statutory authorities administering soldier
settlement and rural finance within the responsibility
of the Minister have provision for elected representatives or trade union nominated representatives on their
boards?
2. What is the basis of their representation and when
was it established?
3. Who are the current trade union representatives
and who held the positions previously?

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister of
Agriculture is:
1. None.
2. Not applicable.
3. Not applicable.

STATE SUPERANNUATION UNITS
(Question No. 946)

Mr A. T. EVANS (Ballarat North) asked the
Treasurer:
Whether he will approve a request from railway employees in the Ballarat area for the Government to
grant increased value in the State superannuation units;
if so, when these employees can expect this benefit to
take effect?

Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-The answer is:
The Economic and Budget Review Committee is to
conduct an inquiry into Public Sector Superannuation.
An Order in Council detailing the terms of reference
for the inquiry was approved on 21 December, 1982.

Questions on Notice
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The matter raised by the Honourable member would
appear to be an appropriate subject for consideration
by the committee.

his administration conform to the requirements of social relevance and language comprehension in 1982; if
so, what action; if not, whether he will take such action?

FORMS ISSUED BY MINISTRY FOR
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Mr SIMPSON (Minister of Public Works)The answer is:

(Question No. 965)

Forms issued by the organizations under my control
are under constant review. However, if the honourable
member has any particular form he considers should
be revised from the viewpoint of social relevance and
language comprehension in 1982, I would be happy to
receive his advice.

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:
Whether he is taking action to ensure that all forms
issued by departments, authorities and agencies within
his administration conform to the requirements of social relevance and language comprehension in 1982; if
so, what action; if not, whether he will take such action?

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:
Forms issued by the organizations under my control
are under constant review. However, if the honourable
member has any particular form he considers should
be revised from the viewpoint of social relevance and
language comprehension in 1982, I would be happy to
receive his advice.

FORMS ISSUED BY DEPARTMENT OF
PROPERTY AND SERVICES
(Question No. 979)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Property and Services:
Whether he is taking action to ensure that all forms
issued by departments, authorities and agencies within
his administration conform to the requirements of s0cial relevance and language comprehension in 1982; if
so, what action; if not, whether he will take such action?

FORMS ISSUED BY DEPARTMENT OF
LABOUR AND INDUSTRY

Mr SIMPSON (Minister for Property and
Services)-The answer is:

(Question No. 972)

Forms issued by the organizations under my control
are under constant review. However, if the honourable
member has any particular form he considers should
be revised from the viewpoint of social relevance and
language comprehension in 1982, I would be happy to
receive his advice.

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) to ask the Treasurer, for the Minister of Labour and Industry:
Whether he is taking action to ensure that all forms
issued by departments, authorities and agencies within
his administration conform to the requirements of social relevance and language comprehension in 1982; if
so, what action; if not, whether he will take such action?

Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-The answer supplied by the Minister of Labour and Industry is:
Forms issued by the Department of Labour and Industry and statutory bodies attached to it, are under
constant review. However if the honourable member
has any particular form he considers should be revised
from the viewpoint of social relevance and language
comprehension in 1982, I would be happy to receive
his advice.

FORMS ISSUED BY PUBLIC WORKS
DEPARTMENT
(Question No. 978)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Public Works:
Whether he is taking action to ensure that all forms
issued by departments, authorities and agencies within

FORMS ISSUED BY MINISTRY FOR
PLANNING
(Question No. 989)

Mr WILLIAMS (Don caster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister for
Planning:
Whether he is taking action to ensure that all forms
issued by departments, authorities and agencies within
his administration conform to the requirements of s0cial relevance and language comprehension in 1982; if
so, what action; if not, whether he will take such action?

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister for
Planning is:
The forms prescribed under the Town and Country
Planning Act were redrafted in a simple form of language in the new planning procedures regulations 1982
which will come into operation on 1 November 1982.
Similarly the forms prescribed under the Historic
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Buildings Act 1981 were simplified in the redrafted
Historic Buildings Regulations 1982.

FORMS ISSUED BY RURAL FINANCE
COMMISSION

Whether she is taking action to ensure that all forms
issued by departments, authorities and agencies within
her administration conform to the requirements of social relevance and language comprehension in 1982; if
so, what action; if not, whether she will take such action?

Mrs TONER (Minister for Community Welfare Services)-The answer is:

(Question No. 990)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister of
Agricultur~:

Whether he is taking action to ensure that all forms
issued by departments authorities and agencies administering soldier settlement and rural finance within his
administration conform to the requirements of social
relevance and language comprehension in 1982; if so,
what action; ifnot, whether he will take such action?

Forms issued by the organizations under my control
are under constant review. However, if the honourable
member has any particular form he considers should
be revised from the viewpoint of social relevance and
language comprehension in 1982, I would be happy to
receive his advice.

STAFF OF DEPARTMENT OF THE
PREMIER AND CABINET

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Govemment)-The answer supplied by the Minister of
Agriculture is:
Forms issued by the Rural Finance Commission are
under constant review. However, if the honourable
member ha,s any particular form he considers should
be revised from the viewpoint of social relevance and
language comprehension in 1982, I would be happy to
receive his advice.

FORMS ISSUED BY DEPARTMENT OF
COMMUNITY WELFARE SERVICES
(Question No. 992)

(Question No. 10(0)

Mr A. T. EVANS (Ballarat North) asked the
Premier:
1. What are the names of all the new personnel employed in the Premier's media unit since 3 April last,
indicating-(a) the annual salary of each person; (b)
their specific job; and (c) their former occupation?
2. How many persons have left the staff of the De-'
partment ofthe Premier and Cabinet since 3 April last,
and what was their specific job and their annual salary?

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Community Welfare Services:

Mr CAIN (Premier)-The answer is:

1. Premier's media unit-employed since 3 April, 1982:

Name

Salail'
(Apri
1982)

Job

Former Occupation

Donovan, Barry
Hickey, Ken

$
38000
38000

Media Consultant
Media Unit Director

Basile, Vincent
Doyle, Michael
Guest, Stephen

26598
24493
22593

Press Secretary
Press Secretary
Press Secretary

Gavaghan, Sue

19437

Press Secretary

McNiece, Kay
O'Shea, Kerry
Green, Susan
Strong, Geoff

26598
26598
24493
26598

Press Secretary
Press Secretary
Press Secretary
Press Secretary

O'Bryan, Mandy
O'Keefe, Irene

16224
14344

Bhall, Joanne

12978

Secretary Grade 1
Typist
Oerical Assistant Grade
I

Media Consultant-"self employed"
Journalist-"ABC News Melbourne"
Senior sub-editor, chief industrial reporter, transport reporter-"The Age"
"B" Joumalist-"The Age"
Press Oflicer-"A.L.P."
Journalist and general publicist"A.L.P."
Group Editor-"Syme Community
News"
Research Documentaries "Trans media"
Journalist-"The Age"
Journalist-"The Age"
Production Assistant-"The Film
House"
Newsagency "self employed"
Oerk-"Dunnand Bradstreet"
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2. Persons having left the Department of the Premier and Cabinet since 3 April 1982.
Total-62
Name

Job

Brady, B.
Farrow, J.
McEwan,J.
Mooney, N.
Ryan, J.
Crouch, A.
Youens, R.
Ibrahim, R.
Zun,N.
Michael, S.
Kundsden, F.
Anivillo, M.
Dimashki, C.
Phan,T.
Mitchell, M.
Sciubba, A.
Evans, B.
Hamilton, E.
Clayton, A.
Mawler, R.

Press Secretary
Cleaner, Government House
Stenographer, Secretariat
Principal Press Secretary
"E", Overseas Division
"C2" Interpreter Services Bureau
"C', Interpreter Services Bureau
Interpreter, Interpreter Services Bureau.
Interpreter, Interpreter Services Bureau.
Interpreter, Interpreter Services Bureau.
Interpreter, Interpreter Services Bureau.
Interpreter, Interp~eter Services Bureau.
Interpreter, Interpreter Services Bureau.
Interpreter, Interpreter Services Bureau.
Stenographer, Senior, Secretariat
Stenographer, Senior, Personal Staff
Cleaner, Government House
Typist, Community Services Centre
"A", Consultant, S.E.C. Inquiry
Assistant Administrative Officer Federal
Affairs Division
Stenographer, S.E.C. Inquiry
Art Assistant, State Artists
Senior Art Assistant, State Artists
Clerical Assistant, State Artists
Stenographer, Secretariat
Director, Office oflndustrial Relations
State Historian
Research Officer, Werribee Park
Senior Scientific Officer
Technical Officer, Grade 11 State
Laboratories
Clerical Assistant, Grade I Cabinet Office
Stenographer, Ombudsman's Office
"A", Research and Policy Division
Sandwich Student, Administrative Assistant, Finance Branch
"PP2", Research Officer Liberal Party
Secretary, Department of the Premier
Private Secreta~
Stenographer, Liberal Party
"C', Secretariat
"Cl ", Research and Policy Division
Clerical Assistant Grade I Press Unit
Secretary Grade I, Press Unit
Personal Secretary, Government House
Director of Research, Secretariat
Apprentice Gardener, Government House
Policy Analyst, Research and Policy Division
"B" Economist, Research and Policy
Division
Director of Research, Secretariat
"Bl "Secretariat
Project Officer, Office of the Leader of the
Opposition
"Bl" Secretariat
Co-ordinator of Women's Affairs
Butler, Government House
"C2" Personnel
Co-ordinator of New Projects Personal Staff
Clerical Assistant Grade I Government
House
Ministerial Adviser, Grade III National Party
"E", Economics

Carter, J.
Attard, J.
Jack, D.
Freedman, H.
Lovell, J.
Stelmach, W.
Barrett, A.
Searle, J.
Burke, D.
Cominos,Z.
Tsantefski, M.
Rasmussen, J.
Skinner, R.
Chanter, I.
Davis, B.
Green, K.
Kelty, S.
Barker, A.
Mallinson, F.
Dawes, B.
Tsantefski, M.
Aynn, F.
Buckland, N.
Russell, W.
Smith, L.
Sawnders, R.
Rogan, J.
Shand,D.
Castle, A.
Harmer, S.
Neeson, T.
Reed, D.
Carter, F.
Anderson, B.
Cooper, R..
Featherstone, P.
James, R.
Parr, B.

Salary

. Effective
Date

$
26598
12912
13407
38793
15250
21041
16476
17878
17878
17878
17878
15035
17878
17355
15203
15203
16620
13 119
28244

7.4.82
30.4.82
7.5.82
7.5.82
7.5.82
17.5.82
17.5.82
17.5.82
17.5.82
17.5.82
17.5.82
17.5.82
17.5.82
17.5.82
18.5.82
18.5.82
31. 5.82
10.6.82
12.6.82

14294
13407
14675
15006
12529
11499
48339
31 143
17908
26996

16.6.82
18.6.82
24.6.82
24.6.82
24.6.82
25.6.82
30.6.82
1. 7 .82
1. 7.82
1. 7.82

18600
12 129
13504
28896

1. 7.82
8.7.82
9.7.82
12.7.82

12 129
22341
69277
20438
17813
14930
18829
12 129
16224
13 814
36791
11604
Secondment

12.7.82
13.7.82
21. 7.82
23.7.82
23.7.82
30.7.82
6.8.82
18.8.82
19.8.82
19.8.82
20.8.82
20.8.82
2.9.82

22738
37245
Secondment

6.9.82
6.9.82
14.9.82

22593
Secondment
Secondment
13 206
20024
25000

10.9.82
14.9.82
20.9.82
30.9.82
30.9.82
8.10.82

13 119
31626
14618

11.10.82
13.10.82
15.10.82
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Effective
Date

Name

Job

Salary

Warren,D.

Director, Research, Natural Resources and
Environment Committee
"PP4", Publicity Unit
Greenkeeper, Government House
••Al (1)", Industrial Liaison Officer
"Al(3)" Principal Industrial Officer, Office
of Industrial Relations

36791
25474
12298
35498

15.10.82
1.11.82
4.11.82
5.11.82

40566

5.11. 82

Green, B.
Coffey, M.
Mier, B.
Fellows, J.

NEWMARKET SALE-YARDS AND
NEWMARKET ABATTOIR')
(Question No. 1006)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the
Premier:
Whether the Government intends to retain the Newmarket Sale-yards and the Newmarket AbattoirS, respectively, as viable operations; if not---(a) where are
the sale-yards likely to be located; and (b) what does
the Government intend to do with the vacant Crown
land?

Mr CAIN (Premier)-The answer is:
The land on which the Newmarket sale-yards and
abattoirs are located is Crown Land vested in the Melbourne City Council. On 31 July 1982 the Melbourne
City Abattoirs were closed following a decision to suspend Protean's licence and Protean's decision not to
appeal. Most of the business previously undertaken at
the City Abattoirs has been diverted to other abattoirs
in metropolitan and country areas. Melbourne City
Council officers have investigated ways of making the
abattoirs a viable proposition but have not so far been
able to devise any satisfactory scheme that is economically feasible.
There is no proposal before the Government to dispose of the sale-yards which are currently operated by
the Melbourne City CO\.1ncil.

RELIEF OF DISTRESS AND SUFFERING
(Question No. 1020)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the
Treasurer:
What amounts are being provided for the relief of
distress and suffering in the Victorian community in
1982-83 and which organizations will receive such
funds?

S

Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-The answer is:
The information requested by the honourable member is not kept in a manner which would make these
details readily available. However, the "Estimates of
tile Receipts and Payments of the Consolidated Fund",
irhich forms part of the Budget documents, contains
the names of the recipients of direct grants from the
Government paid through Treasury. In addition, funds
are provided to other Departments, e.g. Community
Welfare Services, portion of which would undoubtedly
be used for the purposes mentioned by the Honourable
member.
Finally, funds are also allocated, from time to time,
under the guidelines established in relation to natural
disasters.

LAW DEPARTMENT FILES
(Question No. 1046)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Attorney-General:
1. What proportion of all matters pending in the
files of the Law Department are---(a) more than one
year old; and (b) more than two years old?
2. What steps have been taken to bring these matters to completion?

Mr CAIN (Attomey-General)-The answer is:
1. The substantial amount of time and effort involved to ascertain the information sought by the
honourable member would place considerable strain
on the limited resources of the Law Department, and
therefore cannot be justified.
2. I have issued instructions that all matters which
are the subject of departmental files should be handled
and finalized as soon as possible.
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The following answers to questions on notice
were circulatedCASES INVESTIGATED BY COMPANY
FRAUD SQUAD
(Question No. 1067)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Min-

ister for Police and Emergency Services:
How many cases have been-{a) investigated by the
Company Fraud Squad; (b) finalized; and (c) successfully prosecuted in each of the past five years and in
this year to date, in respect of-{i) banks; (ii) companies; and (iii) others.

Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services)-The answer is:
1982

Cases
(i)

1977

1978

1979

1980

21
20

5
3

6
8

3
4

1981

(to 31/10)

Banks
(a) investigated
(b) finalized

3

(c) successfully pros-

(ii)

5

5

ecuted

Companies
(a) investigated
(b) finalized

79
74

42
53

62
47

51
42

47
42

46
24

14

13

7

13

14

79
14

404

253

526
384

537
475

500
448

461
378

15

45

59

64

64

57

(c) successfully

prosecuted
(iii)

Other
(a) investigated
(b) finalized
(c) successfully

prosecuted

NOTE: The figures for parts (b) and (c) include cases investigated in previous years and finalized or successfully
prosecuted in that year.

PUBliC WORKS PROJECTS IN
DONCASTER

ices Appropriation Bill, giving full details of all projects in excess of $1 0 0001

(Question No. 1082)

Mr SIMPSON (Minister of Public Works)The answer is:

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Public Works:

The attached list indicates the projects being managed by the central area of the department's building
division.
If required, details on the projects listed can be
provided.

Which projects in the electoral district of Doncaster
will be funded in 1982-83 from the Works and Serv-

Session 1983-119
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EDUCA TION PROJECTS-ADDITIONAL FACILITIES

Project

Cost

Bulleen
Primary
Improvements

School

Staff/ Admin.

Park Orchards Primary School Staff/Admin.
Improvements
Donbum Primary School Art/Craft Facility

Remarks

$
45000

Tenders will be called in January, 1983

(Budget)
65000

Tenders will be called in January, 1983

(Budget)
36 650

Templestowe High School Art/Craft, Music Facility

335 900

Donvale High School Staff/Admin. Upgrade_

130000

Tender accepted 19 _8 _82 Completion December, 1982
Almost completed $2 786 to spend in 1982/
83
Await brief from Client tenders February,
1983

Replacement Facilities
Nil
Minister's General
Doncaster East Primary School Art/Craft, Staff
Improvements

128839

Major Maintenance
Beverley Hills Primary School Ext. Repairs and
Painting,lResurface toilet floors

44000

Doncaster Primary School Ext. Repairs and Painting
Templestowe Valley Primary School Ext. Repairs
and Painting
Donbum Primary School Ext. Repairs and Painting

(Budget)
40000
(Budget)
29000
(Budget)
21000
(Budget)

Bulleen Primary School
Warrandyte South Primary School Sewerage
treatment
Doncaster East High School Ext. Repairs and
Painting
Templestowe Technical School Ext. Repairs and
Painting

37 per cent Completed

Tender in process of being accepted
Tender in process of being accepted
Tenders close 3 _11 _82
Tenders being called this month

21 351

To be assessed by Education Priority Review Committee. To be advertised 12/82
Tender accepted 27/9/82

30000

To go for tenders in November, 1982

(Budget)
35000

To go for tenders in November, 1982

(Budget)
Health
Doncaster East Health Res. No. 1

POLICE STAFF SUFFERING FROM
WORK STRESS
(Question No. 1085)

Mr SALTMARSH (Wantirna) asked the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services:
1. In view of the decision to provide some 127 clerical assistants within the Police Force in order to release trained policemen from clerical duties, what
criteria will be established for special duties considerations for any police staff suffering effects of work stress?

49833

85 per cent Completed

2. Whether he will establish a monitoring system to
identify areas of suitable employment for police personnel suffering stress problems in order to ensure that,
if clerical assistance is appropriate employment, such
activity will be available in these cases?

Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services)-The answer is:
1. Generally speaking, Police Department practice
has been to assign members to "light duties" positions
where resumption of work following the injury or illness would be beneficial in the treatment of a member.
This practice has also been _followed in cases where a

Questions on Notice
member has minimal sick leave credits and the Police
Medical Officer or a private doctor has classified the
member as unfit for full duties (for short periods) but
fit for "light duties", that is, restricted duties.
2. A "Public Service Support Working Party" is responsible for overseeing the requirements for recruiting public servants to positions where they will assist
Police. The Working Party is aware of the positions
occupied by members of the Force who are temporarily unfit for full duties.
Although it is the Government's policy to appoint
public servants to clerical positions currently occupied
by Police members, there will remain in each District
clerical positions which require specialised Police
knowledge. These positions, e.g. Collators and Traffic
Accident Report Co-ordinators, could be filled by
members assigned to restricted duties.
It is expected, therefore, that some positions to which
members of the force temporarily unfit for full duties
can be seconded will continue to be available.
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MINISTRY FOR ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT AND REPORTS OF
STATE CO-ORDINATION COUNCIL
(Question No. 1118)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:
Whether any steps have been taken to improve the
standard of reports by the State Co-ordination Council; if so, what steps; if not, whether such action will be
taken?

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:
As the State Co-ordination Council is administered
by the Department of the Premier and Cabinet, please
refer to the Premier's answer to question on notice No.
1091.

SUPPLY OF GOODS AND SERVICES TO
MINISTRY FOR ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

FUNDS GRANTED TO ORGANIZATIONS
BY MINISTRY FOR ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

(Question No. 1115)

(Question No. 1120)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:

Whether any steps have been taken to increase the
supply of goods and services by Government-owned
enterprises to departments, agencies and authorities
within his administration; if so, what steps; if not,
whether such action will be taken?

What independent audit is required to ensure the
proper expenditure of funds granted to non-government organizations by the Minister or agencies and
authorities within his administration?

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:
No such steps have been taken as they are considered to be unnecessary.

OVERSEAS TRIPS BY OFFICERS UNDER
MINISTRY FOR ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT
(Question No. 1117)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:
1. How many officers of departments, authorities or
agencies within the Minister's administration were sent
overseas in 1981-82 and how many will be sent overseas in 1982-83?
2. What was the cost of such visits in 1981-82 and
what is the expected cost during 1982-83?

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:
1. A total of 6 officers within my administration
went overseas in 1981-82 and two will go in 1982-83.
2. The costs for the visits in 1981-82 was $30970
and in 1982-83 is expected to be $12 400.

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:
Before this Ministry makes a grant on a subsidy
payment it requires appropriate documentary evidence to ensure that funds made available will be used
correctly. The Ministry is audited by the AuditorGeneral.
The authorities within my administration are all audited by an independent auditor.

SUBSIDIES AND GRANTS AVAILABLE
FROM MINISTRY FOR ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT
(Question No. 1121)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:
What steps the Minister has taken to provide a consolidated and easily comprehensible compendium of
all subsidies and grants available from all departments,
agencies and authorities within his administration?

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:
All grants and subsidies available from this Ministry
and its authorities are publica1ly announced at their
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comm.encement and brochures are produced describing the steps necessary to claim those grants and subsidies. In addition officers of the Ministry and agencies
are available to assist anyone requiring further
explanation.

MOTOR VEHICLES WITHIN
JURISDICTION OF MINISTRY FOR
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
(Question No. 1122)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:
1. What is the total number of vehicles operated,
leased or otherwise used by departments, authorities
and agencies within the administratj·.)n of the Minister?
2. How many are air-conditioned?
3. Whether steps are being taken to improve this
ratio; if so, what steps; if not, why?

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:
1. 39

2. 14
3. Air conditioning is fitted to vehicles according to
guidelines set by the Victorian Government Motor
Transport Committees.

SUPPLY OF GOODS AND SERVICES TO
MINISTRY OF HOUSING
(Question No. 1142)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Housing:
Whether any steps have been taken to increase the
supply of goods and services by Government-owned
enterprises to departments, agencies and authorities
within his administration; if so, what steps; if not,
whether such action will be taken?

Questions on Notice
Mr CATHIE (Minister of Housing)-The answer supplied by the Minister for Conservation
is:
The agencies of this' department supply services to
other departments and agencies and also use the services of a number of Government departments.
The agencies of this department negotiate with other
departments for the type and level of services they
need and can afford.
The level of goods and services supplied are subject
to variation from time to time. There are no plans to
change the present system.

OVERSEAS TRIPS BY OFFICERS UNDER
MINISTRY FOR CONSERVATION
(Question No. 1153)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Housing, for the Minister for
Conservation:
1. How many officers of department, authorities or
agencies within the Minister's administration were sent
overseas in 1981-82 and how many will be sent overseas in 1982-83?
2. What was the cost of such visits in 1981-82 and
what is the expected cost during 1982-83?

Mr CATHIE (Minister of Housing)-The answer supplied by the Minister for Conservation
is:
1. Seven officers * were sent overseas last year, the
cost was $11 150. Overseas visits are only approved
where circumstances or the need for information warrant the officers making an overseas trip and only when
funds'are available.
2. Therefore it is not possible to predict either the
number or the cost for financial year 1982-83.
*Note two additional officers (not included in the
total) were sponsored privately to travel overseas.

Mr CATHIE (Minister of Housing)-The answer is:

SUPPLY OF GOODS AND SERVICES TO
DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY

No such steps have been taken as they are considered to be unnecessary.

(Question No. 1178)

SUPPLY OF GOODS AND-SERVICES TO
MINISTRY FOR CONSERVATION
(Question No. 1151)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Housing, for the Minister for
Conservation:
Whether any steps have been taken to increase the
supply of goods and services by Government-owned
enterprises to departments, agencies and authorities
within his administration; if so, what steps; if not,
whether such action will be taken?

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Treasurer, for the Minister of Labour and Industry:
Whether any steps have been taken to increase the
supply of goods and services by Government-owned
enterprises 'to departments agencies and authorities
within his administration; if so, what steps: If not,
whether such action will be taken?

Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-The answer supplied by the Minister of Labour and Industry is:
No such steps have been undertaken by the Department of Labour and Industry and statutory bodies attached to it, as they are ~nsidered to be unnecessary.
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DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY AND REPORTS OF STATE
CO-ORDINATION COUNCIL

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT AND
REPORTS OF STATE CO-ORDINATION
COUNCIL

(Question No. 1181)

(Question No. 1244)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Treasurer, for the Minister of Labour and Industry:

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Public Works:

Whether any steps have been taken to improve the
standard of reports by the State Co-ordination Council; if so, what steps; if not, whether'such action will be
taken?

Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-The answer supplied by the Minister of Labour and Industry is:
As the State Co-ordination Council is administered
by the Department of the Premier and Cabinet, please
refer to the Premier's answer to question on notice No.
1091.

SUBSIDIES AND GRANTS AV AILABLE
FROM DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY
(Question No. 1184)

Whether any steps have been taken to improve the
standard of reports by the State Co-ordination Council; if so, what steps; if not, whether such action will be
taken?

,

Mr SIMPSON (Minister of Public Works)The answer is:
As the State Co-ordination Council is administered
by the Department of the Premier and Cabinet, please
refer to the Premier's answer to question on notice No.
1091.

SUPPLY OF GOODS AND SERVICES TO
MINISTRY FOR PROPERTY AND
SERVICES

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Treasurer, for the Minister of Labour and Industry:
What steps the Minister has taken to provide a cansolidated and easily comprehensible compendium of
all subsidies and grants available from all departments,
agencies and authorities within his administration?

Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-The answer supplied by the Minister of Labour and Industry is:

(Question No. 1250)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Property and Services:
Whether any steps have been taken to increase the
supply of goods and services by Govemment-owned
enterprises to departments, agencies and authorities
within his administration; if so, what steps; if not,
whether such action will be taken?

No compendium of subsidies and grants available
from the Department of Labour and Industry together
with the statutory bodies attached to it has been produced as the only grant provided is made to the Inter
Church Trade and Industry Mission. The Department
also aids in funding an Industrial Safety Poster Competition and scholarship scheme administered by the
Victorian Overseas Foundation. These three items are
identified in the department's annual report, Table
VII-Expenditure and Revenue.

No such steps have been taken as they are considered to be unnecessary.

SUPPLY OF GOODS AND SERVICES TO
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

(Question No. 1251)

(Question No. 1241)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Public Works:
Whether any steps have been taken to increase the
supply of goods and services by Govemment-owned
enterprises to departments, agencies and authorities
within his administration; if so, what steps; if not,
whether such action will be taken?

Mr SIMPSON (Minister of Public Works)The answer is:
No such steps have been taken as they are considered to be unnecessary.

Mr SIMPSON (Minister for Property and
Services)-The answer is:

AIR-CONDITIONING IN BUILDINGS OF
MINISTRY FOR PROPERTY AND
SERVICES

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Property and Services:
1. What steps the Minister is taking to provide airconditioning in all buildings within his administration?
2. What proportion of personnel in departments,
authorities and agencies within his administration are
now enjoying the benefit of air-conditioning?

Mr SIMPSON (Minister for Property and
Services)-The answer is:
1. None.
2. 74 per cent.
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OVERSEAS TRIPS BY OFFICERS UNDER
MINISTER FOR PROPERTY AND
SERVICES
(Question No. 1252)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Property and Services:
I. How many officers of departments, authorities or
agencies within the Minister's administration were sent
overseas in 1981-82 and how many will be sent overseas in 1982-83?
2. What was the cost of such visits in 1981-82 and
what is the expected cost during 1982-83?

Mr SIMPSON (Minister for Property and
Services)-The answer is:
1. 1981-82 One.
1982-83 One.
2. 1981-82 $3486.
1982-83 $1192.

Mr SIMPSON (Minister for Property and
Services)-The answer is:
(a) Nil.
(b) Not applicable.

FUNDS GRANTED TO ORGANIZATIONS
BY MINISTER FOR PROPERTY AND
SERVICES
(Question No. 1255)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Property and Services:
What independent audit is required to ensure the
proper expenditure of funds granted to non-government organizations by the Minister or agencies and
authorities within his administration?

Mr SIMPSON (Minister for Property and
Services)-The answer is:
No grants are made by this department.

MINISTER FOR PROPERTY AND
SERVICES AND REPORTS OF STATE COORDINATION COUNCIL

SUBSIDIES AND GRANTS AVAILABLE
FROM MINISTER FOR PROPERTY AND
SERVICES

(Question No. 1253)

(Question No. 1256)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Property and Services:

Mr WILLlAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Property and Services:

Whether any steps have been taken to improve the
standard of reports by the State Co-ordination Council; if so, what steps; if not, whether such action will be
taken?

What steps the Minister has taken to provide a consolidated and easily comprehensible compendium of
all subsidies and grants available from all departments,
agencies and authorities within his administration?

Mr SIMPSON (Minister for Property and
Services)-The answer is:
As the State Co-ordination Council is administered
by the Department of the Premier and Cabinet, please
refer to the Premier's answer to question on notice No:
1091.

ADVERTISING AND PUBLIC RELATIONS
SERVICES USED BY MINISTER FOR
PROPERTY AND SERVICES
(Question No. 1254)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Property and Services:
What-(a) advertising agency services; and (b) public relations sources, are retained, used or have been
used in the peribd since 3 April 1982 by departme~ts,
agencies and authorities within the Minister's administration, specifying in each case-(i) the name of the
firm or agency used and whether such firm or agency
was used for a general or specific purpose; and (ii) the
amounts paid to such firms or agencies?

Mr SIMPSON (Minister for Property and
Services)-The answer is:
No subsidies or grants are made by the department.

MOTOR VEHICLES WITHIN
JURISDICfION OF MINISTER OF
PROPERTY AND SERVICES
(Question No. 1257)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Property and Services:
1. What is the total number of vehicles operated,
leased or otherwise used by departments, authorities
and agencies within the administration of the MinisteI1
2. How many are air-conditioned?
3. Whether steps are being taken to improve this
ratio; if so, what steps; if not, why?

Mr SIMPSON (Minister for Property and
Services)-The answer is:
I. Thirteen.
2. One.
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3. Air conditioning of vehicles is in accordance with
Section 9 of the Victorian Government Motor Committee Statement of Practices.

enterprises to departments, agencies and authorities
administering soldier settlement and rural finance; if
so, what steps; ifnot, whether such action will be taken?

INTERPRETERS WITHIN
ADMINISTRATION OF MINISTER OF
·PROPERTY AND SERVICES

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister of
Agriculture is:

(Question No. 1258)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Property and Services:
1. How many interpreters are employed by departments, agencies and authorities within his administration, indicating the languages other than English
spoken?
2. In which offices such interpreters are located?
3. Whether such interpreters are employed on a fulltime or part-time basis, indicating the numbers employed in each category?
4. Whether officers undertaking private courses in
foreign languages receive any Government assistance?

Mr SIMPSON (Minister for Property and
Services)-The answer is:
l. Nil.
2. Not applicable.
3. Not applicable.
4. Not applicable.

ADVERTISING AND PUBLIC RELATIONS
SERVICES USED BY DEPARTMENT OF
COMMUNITY WELFARE SERVICES
(Question No. 1290)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Community Welfare Services:
What-(a) advertising agency services; and (b) public relations sources, are retained, used or have been
used in the period since 3 April 1982 by departments,
agencies and authorities within the Minister's administration, specifying in each case-(i) the name of the
firm or agency used and whether such firm or agency
was used for a general or specific purpose; and (ii) the
amounts paid to such firms or agencies?

Mrs TONER (Minister for Community Welfare Services)-The answer is:
No advertising agency services have been engaged
by my department since 3 April 1982.

SUPPLY OF GOODS AND SERVICES TO
RURAL FINANCE COMMISSION
(Question No. 1358)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister of
Agriculture:
Whether any steps have been taken to increase the
supply of goods and services by Government-owned

No such steps have been taken as they are considered to be unnecessary.

AIR-CONDITIONING IN RURAL
FINANCE COMMISSION
(Question No. 1359)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister of
Agriculture:
1. What steps the Minister is taking to provide airconditioning in buildings which house the administration of soldier settlement and rural finance?
2. What proportion of personnel are now enjoying
the benefit of air-conditioning?

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister of
Agriculture is:
I. The Rural Finance Commission occupies rented
office space only.
2. 95 per cent.

OVERSEAS TRIPS BY RURAL FINANCE
COMMISSION OFFICERS
(Question No. 1360)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister of
Agriculture:
1. How many officers of departments, authorities or
agencies administering soldier settlement and rural
finance were sent overseas in 1981-82 and how many
will be sent overseas in 1982-83?
2. What was the cost of such visits in 1981-82 and
what is the expected cost during 1982-83?

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister of
Agriculture is:
In respect to the Rural Finance Commission:
1. 1981-82 None
1982-83 None planned
2. 1981-82 Nil
1982-83 Nil expected.
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RURAL FINANCE COMMISSION AND
REPORTS OF STATE COORDINATION COUNCIL
(Question No. 1361)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister of
Agriculture:

Questions on Notice
authorities for the purposes of soldier settlement and
rural finance?

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer'supplied by the Minister of
Agriculture is:
The accounts of the Rural Finance Commission are
audited by the Auditor-General.

Whether any steps have been taken to improve the
standard of reports by the State Co-ordination Council; if so, what steps; if not, whether such action will be
taken?

SUBSIDIES AND GRANTS AVAILABLE
FROM RURAL FINANCE COMMISSION

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister of
Agriculture is:

Mr WILLlAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister of
Agriculture:

As the State Co-ordination Council is _administered
by the Department of the Premier and Cabinet, please
refer to the Premier's answer to question on notice No.
1091.

What steps the Minister has taken to provide a consolidated and easily comprehensible compendium of
all subsidi~ and grants available from all departments,
agencies and authorities administering soldier settlement and rural finance?

ADVERTISING AND PUBUC RELATIONS
SERVICFS USED BY RURAL FINANCE
COMMISSION
(Question No. 1362)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister of
Agriculture:
What---(a) advertising agency services; and (b) public relation sources, are retained, used or have been
used in the period since 3 April 1982 by departments,
agencies and authorities administering soldier settlement and rural finance, specifying in each case---(i) the
name of the firm or agency used and whether such firm
or agency was used for a general or specific purpose;
and (H) the amounts paid to such firms'or agencies?

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister of
Agriculture is:
Since 3/4/1982 the Rural Finance Commission has
engaged:
(a) Nil
(b) (i) The engagement of Arnold-Lester Advertising Pty Ltd has been continued generally.
(ii) $44 587.58

FUNDS GRANTED TO ORGANIZATIONS
BY RURAL FINANCE COMMISSION
(Question No. 1363)

Mr WILUAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Mini~ter of
Agriculture:
What independent audit is required to eQsure the
proper expenditure of funds granted to nori-government organizations by the Minister or agencies and

(Question No. 1364)

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister of
Agriculture is:
Brochures settihg out details ofloans and other forms
of assistance administered by the Rural Finance Commission are available from its Head Office, 325 Collins
Street, Melbourne, or any of its country offices.

MOTOR VEHICLES WITHIN THE
JURISDICflON OF RURAL FINANCE
COMMISSION
(Question No. 1365)

Mr WILUAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister of
Agriculture:
1. What is the total number of vehicles operated,
leased or otherwise used by departments, authorities
and agencies administering soldier settlement and rural
finance?
2. How many are air-conditioned?
3. Whether steps are being taken to improve this
ratio; if so, what steps; if not, why?

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister of
Agriculture is:
1. The Rural Finance Commission owns and operates 27 vehicles.
2. Eight.
3. The Government's policy on the fitting of airconditioning to motor vehicles includes provision for
air-conditioning to be fitted to vehicles to be used by a
Permanent Head or a Crown Appointee of equivalent
salary and for vehicles to be operated in defined northern areas of Victoria.
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MINISTRY FOR ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT WORKS AND SERVICES
(Question No. 1394)

Mr WILUAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:
Whether steps have been taken to reduce the dependence of departments, agencies and authorities
within his administration on outside provision of works
and services; if so what steps; if not, whether such
action will be taken?

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:
Gove~ment agencies such as Public Works and
Government Printer, together with internal facilities,
are used for the provision of works and services wherever possible. Where it is necessary to go outside the
Government for the provision of these services, Tender
Board guidelines and Treasury regulations are followed.

MINISTRY FOR ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT PUBUC RELATIONS
EXPENDITURE
(Question No. 1396)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:
How many internal auditors were employed by departments, authorities and agencies within his administration in. 1981-82 and what is the estimate for
1982-83?

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:
No internal auditors were employed by this Ministry
or the authorities within my administration.

INTERNAL AUDITORS EMPLOYED
UNDER MINISTRY FOR ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT
(Question No. 1397)

Mr WILUAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:
What is the purpose of the total public relations expenditure for departments, authorities and agencies
within his administration in respect of the main categories of expenditure for 1982-83?

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:
The purpose of the public relations expenditure for
the Ministry and its agencies is to inform the public of
Government services and assistance available to it and
to provide useful information to industry which will
assist in further development.
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MINISTRY FOR ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT INSTRUCTION
MANUALS
(Question No. 1398)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:
1. What are the titles of all instruction manuals issued by departments, authorities and agencies within
his administration?
2. How frequently these manuals are updated?
3. Whether a copy of each such manual is available
in the Parliamentary Library; if not, why?

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:
1. (i) Ministry-Staff Information Manual
-Typist Manual
-Users Guide to Typing and Word
Processing
(ii) Small Business Development CorporationNone
(ill) Victorian Economic Development Corporation-None
(iv) Geelong Regional Commission-Chart of Accounts, Procedures for Development Ependiture,
Budget Planning Sanction and Control, Authority for .
Expenditure Procedures, Preparation and Payment of
Salaries, and Tender and Quotation Procedures.

2. All manuals are regularly reviewed.
3. No. These manuals are for internal purposes only
and not relevant elsewhere.

MINISTRY FOR ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT EXPENDITURE
(Question No. 1399)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:
1. In respect of departments, agencies and authorities within his administration, what proportion of the
expenditure in 1981-82 will be recovered from-{a)
individual and corporate users; (b) Victorian Government taxes and charges; (c) other Victorian Government departments; (d) Commonwealth Government
grants; and (e) other sources?
2. What are the estimated proportions for recouping
such expenditure in 1982-831

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:
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Ministry

1981-82

1982-83

4MI

4MI

A.

().()()6

().()()6

B.

()'()()S
().()43

().()()4

()'()3S

(),S74

().486

1·38
()'963
1J.l2

()'96

12

12

C.

D.
E.
Gee/ong Regional Commission
A.

1·4

MINISTRY FOR ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT COMMUNICATIONS
(Question No. 1400)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:

Victorian Economic Development Corporation
Nil for all categories

What was the expenditure by all departments, authorities and agencies within his administration in
1981-82 together with the estimate for 1982-83 in the
following categories-(a) stamps; (b) telegrams; (c) telex
services; (d) Telecom land lines; (e) printing and stationery; and (/) advertising?

Sma/I Business Development Corporation
Nil for all categories

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:

B.
C.
D.
E.

IJ.J

Stamps

Telegrams

$

$

Printing and
Stationery

Advertising

$

$

$

Telex

Land Line

1981-82
Ministry

1692

791

22441

32847

V.E.D.e.

10855

(includes telephone)

87797

3440

37591

19229

16500

23000

68552
G.R.e.

6443
21000

S.B.D.e.

1982-83
Ministry

3500

1 130

34500

30000

V.E.D.e.

11000

(includes telephone)
58000

46000

7000

G.R.C.

13750

S.B.D.e.

34000

NON-GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATIONS
UNDER MINISTRY FOR ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT
(Question No. 1402)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:
In respect of each quasi-autonomous non-Government organization within his administration whether
he will furnish a detailed schedule showing for the
latest available year--(a) the number of employees; (b)
the revenue surplus or deficit; (c) contributions to subscribed capital by--(i) Government; and (ii) non-government sources; (d) total net worth; (e) total assets; (f)
total liabilities; (g) percentage rate of return or loss on
(i) capital; (ii) net worth and (iii) total assets; (h) total

45700

15400

20000

17500

revenues and expenditures; (}) percentage profit or loss
on revenues--(i) before contributions or levies paid to
the Treasury; and (ii) after such payments; (k) total
borrowings; (l) total reinvestment of--(i) surplus funds
and reserves; (ii) provisions; and (iii) any other funds;
(m) the date of the last annual report presented to
Parliament; (n) powers to fix prices, rates, tariffs, levies
or otherwise impose charges; (0) cost of services provided at less than prevailing market rates to--(i) other
Government departments, agencies and authorities; and
(ii) other customers; (P) powers to search and detain;
(q) whether a register of interests of office holders is
kept; (r) method of appointment of senior office holders indicating in respect of such officers--(i) their
names; (ii) the dates of first appointment and successive re-appointments; and (iii) the expiry date of present term of office; and (s) date at which enabling powers
were last reviewed?
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Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:

DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY WORKS AND SERVICES

I am not prepared to answer this question in view of
the difficulty and time that would be involved in extracting the information required. If the honourable
member has any specific requirement in regard to this
matter, I would be pleased to consider that requirement separately.

(Question No. 1457)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Treasurer, for the Minister of Labour and Industry:

(Question No. 1426)

Whether steps have been taken to reduce the dependence of departments, agencies and authorities
within his administration on outside provision of works
and services; if so what steps; if not, whether such
action will be taken?

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Housing:

Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-The answer supplied by the Minister of Labour and Industry is:

1. ~n respect of departments, agencies and authorities within his administration, what proportion of the
expenditure in 1981-82 will be recovered from-(a)
individual and corporate charges; (b) Victorian Government taxes and users; (c) other Victorian Government departments; (d) Commonwealth Government
grants; and (e) other sources?
2. What are the estimated proportions for recouping
such expenditure in 1982-83?

The department of Labour and Industry and Statutory Bodies attached to it utilize the services of Government agencies such as Public Works and the
Government Printer wherever possible.
Where it is necessary to obtain works and services
outside the government, the Tender Board guidelines
and Treasury regulations are followed.

MINISTRY OF HOUSING EXPENDITURE

Mr CATHIE (Minister of Housing)-The answer is:
A detailed answer to this question is impracticable

due to the limited staff resources currently available.
However in general terms it is Ministry policy to recover costs by charging appropriate rentals and interest
on housing loans. In this respect a significant factor is
the provision of grants and low-cost loans for public
housing and home purchase from the Commonwealth
and State Governments.

MINISTRY FOR CONSERVAnON
EXPENDITURE
(Question No. 1435)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Housing, for the Minister for
Conservation:
1. In respect of departments, agencies and authorities within his administration, what proportion of the
expenditure in 1981-82 will be recovered from-(a)
individual and corporate users; (b) Victorian Government taxes and charges; (c) other Victorian Government departments; (d) Commonwealth Government
grants; and (e) other sources?
2. What are the estimated proportions for recouping
such expenditure in 1982-83?

Mr CATHIE (Minister of Housing)-The answer supplied by the Minister for Conservation
is:
To assemble this information would place an unwarranted strain on limited staff resources. The honourable member should refer to the Budget Papers for an
overall view of the situation.

DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY PUBUC RELA nONS
EXPENDITURE
(Question No. 1459)

Mr WILUAMS (Doncaster) asked the Treasurer, for the Minister of Labour and Industry:
What is the purpose of the total public relations expenditure for departments, authorities and agencies
within his administration in respect of the main categories of expenditure for 1982-83?

Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-The answer supplied by the Minister of Labour and Industry is: .
The department adheres to the Government policy
not to spend public money for public relations purposes except to inform the public of the services provided by the department or statutory bodies attached to
it.

NON-GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATIONS
UNDER DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY
(Question No. 1465)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Treasurer, for the Minister of Labour and Industry:
In respect of each quasi-autonomous non-Government organization within his administration whether
he will furnish a detailed schedule showing for the
latest available year-(a) the number of employees; (b)
the revenue surplus or deficit; (c) contributions to subscribed capital by-(i) Government; and (ii) non-government sources; (d) total net worth; (e) total assets; (f)
total liabilities; (g) percentage rate of return or loss on
(i) capital; (ii) net worth and (iii) total assets; (g) percentage rate of return or loss on (i) capital; (ii) net
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worth and (iii) total assets; (h) total revenues and expenditures; ()) percentage profit or loss on revenues(i) before contributions or levies paid to the Treasury;
and (ii) after such payments; (k) total borrowings; (I)
total reinvestment of--{i) surplus funds and reserves;
(ii) provisions; and (Hi) any other funds; (m) the date
of the last annual report presented to Parliament; (n)
powers to fix prices, rates, tariffs, levies or otherwise
impose charges; (0) cost of services provided at less
than prevailing market rates to--{i) other Government
departments, agencies and authorities; and (ii) other
customers; (P) powers to search and detain; (q) whether
a register of interests of office holders is kept; (r) method
of appointment of senior office holders is kept; (s)
method of appointment of senior office holders indicating in respect of such officers--{i) their names; (ii)
the dates of first appointment and successive re-a~
pointments; and (iii) the expiry date of present term of
office; and (t) date at which enabling powers were last
reviewed?

Mr SIMPSON (Minister of Public Works)The answer is:

Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-The answer supplied by the Minister of Labour and Industry is:

1. In respect of departments, agencies and authorities within his administration, what proportion of the
expenditure in 1981-82 will be recovered from-(a)
individual and corporate users; (b) Victorian Government taxes and charges; (c) other Victorian Government departments; (d) Commonwealth Government
grants; and (e) other sources?

The information requested will not be provided as it
is not readily available and will be difficult and time
consuming to obtain. If the honourable member has
any specific requirement in regard to this matter, I
would be pleased to consider that requirement
separately.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT WORKS
AND SERVICES
(Question No. 1520)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Public Works:
Whether steps have been taken to reduce the dependence of departments, agencies and authorities
within his administration on outside provision of works
and services; if so what steps; if not, whether such
action will be taken?

Mr SIMPSON (Minister of Public Works)The answer is:
Government agencies such as the Public Works Department and the Government Printer, together with
internal facilities, are used for the provision of works
and services, wherever possible. Where it is necessary
to go outside the Government for the provision of
these services, Tender Board guidelines and Treasury
regulations are followed.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT PUBLIC
RELATIONS EXPENDITURE
(Question No. 1522)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Public Works:
What is the purpose of the total public relations expenditure for departments, authorities and agencies
within his administration in respect of the main categories of expenditure for 1982-83?

It is Government policy not to spend public money
on public relations unless it is necessary to inform the
public of Government services available to them. The
Public Works Department's expenditure is consistent
with this policy.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
EXPENDITURE
(Question No. 1525)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Public Works:

2. What are the estimated proportions for recouping
such expenditure in 1982-83?

Mr SIMPSON (Minister of Public Works)The answer is:
To provide this information would place an unwarranted strain on limited staff resources. The honourable member, however, should refer to the BudgetPapers for an over-all view of the situation.

DEPARTMENT OF PROPERTY AND
SERVICES WORKS AND SERVICES
(Question No. 1529)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Property and Services:
Whether steps have been taken to reduce the dependence of departments, agencies and authorities
within his administration on outside provision of works
and services; if so what steps; if not, whether such
action will be taken?

Mr SIMPSON (Minister for Property and
Services)-The answer is:
Works and services for this department are principally handled by the Public Works Department. In all
other cases Tender Board guidelines and Treasury regulations are followed.
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INFORMATION SUPPLIED TO
TELEVISION MEDIA BY DEPARTMENT
OF PROPERTY AND SERVICES

Mr SIMPSON (Minister for Property and
Services)-The answer is:

(Question No. 1530)

DEPARTMENT OF PROPERTY AND
SERVICES EXPENDITURE

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Property and Services:
1. What investigations have been undertaken by departments, authorities and agencies within his administration into the provision of information to television
media for dissemination through the telecast system?
2. Whether he will furnish brief details of information likely to be provided, indicating the expected costs
both to the department, authority or agency and to the
television media1

Mr SIMPSON (Minister for Property and
Services)-The answer is:
1. None.

2. Not applicable.

DEPARTMENT OF PROPERTY AND
SERVICES PUBUC RELATIONS
EXPENDITURE

No internal auditors are employed.

(Question No. 1534)

Mr WILUAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Property and Services:
1. In respect of departments, agencies and authorities within his administration, what proportion of the
expenditure in 1981-82 will be recovered from-(a)
individual and corPOrate users; (b) Victorian Government taxes and charges; (c) other Victorian Government depanments; (d) Commonwealth Government
grants; and (e) other sources?
2. What are the estimated proportions for recouping
such expenditure in 1982-831

Mr SIMPSON (Minister for Property and
Services)-The answer is:
1. and 2. To provide this information would place
an unwarranted strain on limited staff resources. The
honourable member, however, should refer to the
Budget Papers for an over-all view of the situation.

DEPARTMENT OF PROPERTY AND
SERVICES COMMUNICATIONS
(Question No. 1535)

(Question No. 1531)

Mr WILUAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Property and Services:
What is the purPOse of the total public relations expenditure for departments, authorities and agencies
within his administration in respect of the main categories of expenditure for 1982-831

Mr SIMPSON (Minister for Property and
Services)-The answer is:
It is Government policy not to spend public money
on public relations unless it is necessary to inform the
public of Government services available to them. No
funds have been expended by this department in this
regard.

Mr WILUAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Property and Services:
What was the expenditure by all departments, authorities and agencies within his administration in
1981-82 together with the estimate for 1982-83 in the
following categories--(a) stamps; (b) telegrams; (c) telex
services; (d) Telecom land lines; (e) printing and stationery; and (f) advertising?

Mr SIMPSON (Minister for Property and
Services)-The answer is:
1981/82
Expenditure

(a) Stamps

(Question No. 1532)

Mr WILUAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Property and Services:
How many internal auditors were employed by departments, authorities and agencies within his administration in 1981-82 and what is the estimate for
1982-831

S

S

S2043

57303

(b) Telepams

2S

(c) Telex services

INTERNAL AUDITORS UNDER
DEPARTMENT OF PROPERTY AND
SERVICES

1982/83
Estimate

(d) Telecom land lines
(e) Printina& Stationery
(f) Advertisina

78078
270696

8S 882
29777S

2S 106

27614

DEPARTMENT OF PROPERTY AND
SERVICES COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS
(Question No. 1536)

Mr WILUAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Property and Services:
1. Whether any department, authority or agency
within his administration is installing an automated
text communication system, and at what cost?
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2. Whether any such system will be linked to any
public media group; if so, which group or groups?
3. Which offices are connected to special Telecom
land lines?

Questions on Notice
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY
WELFARE SERVICES WORKS AND
SERVICES
(Question No. 1565)

Mr SIMPSON (Minister for Property and
Services)-The answer is:

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Community Welfare Services:

In answering this question it is assumed that the
honourable member is referring to telex and facsimile
transfer machines.

Whether steps have been taken to reduce the dependence of departments, agencies and authorities
within her administration on outside provision ofworks
and services; if so what steps; if not, whether such
action will be taken?

I. N-o.
2. No.
3. No offices are connected to special Telecom land
lines.

NON-GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATIONS
UNDER DEPARTMENT OF PROPERTY
AND SERVICES
(Question No. 1537)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Property and Services:
In respect of each quasi-autonomous
non-Government organization within his administration whether he will furnish a detailed schedule showing for the latest available year-(a) the number of
employees; (b) the revenue surplus or deficit; (c) contributions to subscribed capital by-(i) Government; and
(ii) non-Government sources; (d) total net worth; (e)
total assets; (/) total liabilities; (g) percentage rate of
return onoss on (i) capital; (ii) net worth and (iii) total
assets; (h) total revenues and expenditures; (j) percentage profit or loss on revenues-(i) before contributions
or levies paid to the Treasury; and (ii) after such payments; (k) total borrowings; (l) total reinvestment of(i) surplus funds and reserves; (ii) provisions; and (iii)
any other funds; (m) the date of the last annual report
presented to Parliament; (n) powers to fix prices, rates,
tariffs, levies or otherwise impose charges; (0) cost of
serviceS provided at less than prevailing market rates
to--(i) other Government departments, agencies and
authorities; and (ii) other customers; (P) powers to
search and detain; (q) whether a register of interests of
office holders is kept; (r) method of appointment of
senior office holders indicating in respect of such officers-(i) their names (ii) the dates offirst appointment
and successive re-appointments; and (iii) the expiry
date of present term of office; and (s) date at which
enabling powers were last reviewed?

Mr SIMPSON (Minister for Property and
Services)-The answer is:
There are no quasi-autonomous non-Government
organizations within this department.

Mrs TONER (Minister for Community Welfare Services)-The answer is:
Government agencies such as Public Works and
Government Printer, together with internal facilities
are used for the provision of works and services wherever possible. Where it is necessary to go outside the
Government for the provision of these services, Tender
Board guidelines and Treasury regulations are followed.

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY
WELFARE SERVICES PUBLIC
RELATIONS EXPENDITURE
(Question No. 1568)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Community Welfare Services:
What is the purpose of the total public relations expenditure for departments, authorities and agencies
within her administration in respect of the main categories of expenditure for 1982-83?

Mrs TONER (Minister for Community Welfare Services)-The answer is:
The purpose of the public relations expenditure for
departments, authorities and agencies within my
administration is to promote community awareness
and understanding of the functions of the Department
of Community Welfare Services and, where appropriate, community involvement in departmental services.

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY
WELFARE SERVICES EXPENDITURE
(Question No. 1570)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Community Welfare Services:
1. In respect of departments, agencies and authorities within her administration, what proportion of the
expenditure in 1981-82 will be recovered from-(a)
individual and corporate users; (b) Victorian Government taxes and charges; (c) other Victorian Government departments; (d) Commonwealth Government
grants; and (e) other sources?
2. What are the estimated proportions for recouping
such expenditure in 1982-83?
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Mrs TONER (Minister for Community Welfare Services)-The answer is:

RURAL FINANCE COMMISSION PUBLIC
RELATIONS EXPENDITURE

To provide the information sought would place an
unwarranted strain on limited staff resources. The
honourable member, however, should refer to the
Budget Papers for an over-all view of the situation.

(Question No. 1639)

RURAL FINANCE COMMISSION WORKS
AND SERVICES
(Question No. 1637)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister of

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister of
Agriculture:
What is the purpose ofthe total public relations expenditure for departments, authorities and agencies in
respect of the main categories of expenditure for
1982-83?

Agric~lture:

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister of
Agriculture is:

Whether steps have been taken to reduce the dependence of departments, agencies and authorities administering soldier settlement and rural finance on
outside provision of works and services; if so what
steps; if not, whether such action will be taken?

It is Government policy not to spend public money
on public relations unless it is necessary to inform the
public of Government services available to them and
expenditure by the Rural Finance Commission is consistent with that policy.

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister of
Agriculture is:

INTERNAL AUDITORS UNDER RURAL
FINANCE COMMISSION

The Rural Finance Commission utilizes the services
of Government agencies as appropriate.

INFORMATION SUPPLIED TO
TELEVISION MEDIA BY RURAL
FINANCE COMMISSION

(Question No. 1640)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister of
Agriculture:

(Question No. 1638)

How many internal auditors were employed by departments, authorities and agencies in 1981-82 and
what is the estimate for 1982-83?

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister of
Agriculture:

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister of.
Agriculture is:

1. What investigations have been undertaken by departments, authorities and agencies administering soldier settlement and rural finance into the provision of
information to television media for dissemination
through the telecast system?
2. Whether he will furnish brief details of information likely to be provided, indicating the expected costs
both to the department, authority or agency and to the
television media?

The accounts of the Rural Finance Commission are
audited by the Auditor-General as well as the services
of a firm of chartered accountants. The three full-time
members of the Commission and its senior officers all
have a responsibility to audit and examine all matters
coming under their area of responsibility.

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister of
Agriculture is:
In respect to the Rural Finance Commission:
1. The services of the news media including ABCs
Country Hour broadcasts are utilized wherever practical and necessary for the dissemination of information
particularly during periods of special activity such as
natural disaster.
2. Minimal cost.

RURAL FINANCE COMMISSION
INSTRUCflON MANUALS
(Question No. 1641)

Mr WILUAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister of
Agriculture:
1. What are the titles of all instruction manuals issued by departments, authorities and agencies administering soldier settlement and rural finance?
2. How frequently these manuals are updated.?
3. Whether a copy of each such manual is available
in the Parliamentary Library; if not, why?
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Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister of
Agriculture is:
1. Instruction manuals utilized by the Rural Finance Commission are for internal procedures only
and not relevant elsewhere or are confidential.

RURAL FINANCE COMMISSION
EXPENDITURE
(Question No. 1642)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister of
Agriculture:
1. In respect of departments, agencies and authorities administering soldier settlement and rural finance,
what proportion of the expenditure in 1981-82 will be
recovered from-(a) individual and corporate users;
(b) Victorian Government taxes and charges; (c) other
Victorian Government departments; (d) Commonwealth Government grants; and (e) other sources?
2. What are the estimated proportions for recouping
such expenditure in 1982-83?

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister of
Agriculture is:
To provide this information would place an unwarranted strain on limited staff resources. The honourable member, however, should refer to the Budget
Papers for an over-all view of the situation.

RURAL FINANCE COMMISSION
COMMUNICATIONS
(Question No. 1643)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister of
Agriculture:
What was the expenditure by all departments, authorities and agencies administering soldier settlement
and rural finance in 1981-82 together with the estimate
for 1982-83 in· the following categories-(a) stamps;
(b) telegrams; (c) telex services; (d) Telecom land lines;
(e) printing and stationery; and (f) advertising?

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister of
Agriculture is:
To the nearest one thousand dollars expenditure by
the Rural Finance Commission on those items is as
follows:

Actual

Estimated
1982-83

1981-82

$

$

(a) 15000

40000
Nil
19000
Nil
140000
20000

(b) Nil
(c) 16000

(d) Nil
(e) 69000

(I) 14200

RURAL FINANCE COMMISSION
COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS
(Question No. 1644)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister of
Agriculture:
1. Whether any department, authority or agency administerina soldier settlement and rural finance is installing an automated text communication system, and
at what cost?
. 2. Whether any such system will be linked to any
public media group; if so, which group or groups?
3. Which offices are connected to special Telecom
land lines?

Mr .WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister of
Agriculture is:
.
In answering this question it is assumed the Honourable Member is referring to telex and facsimile transfer
machines and the followina information is supplied on
that basis in respect to the Rural Finance Commission.
1. Telex links have been established between the
head office of the commission and its country offices at
Shepparton, Swan Hill, Warrnambool and Mildura. A
facsimile transfer link has also been established between the commission's head office and its administration office on the Heytesbury Development Project
where no telex facility is available. Estimated cost of
all installations $7 500.
2. The commission's telex network has the same
access and availability as is normal for this kind of
facility.
3. There is no special link afforded to any media

NON-GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATIONS
UNDER RURAL FINANCE COMMISSION
(Question No. 1645)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister of
Agriculture:
In respect of each quasi-autonomous non-Govemment organization administering soldier settlement and
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rural finance whether he will furnish a detailed schedule showing for the latest available year-(a) the number of employees; (b) the revenue surplus or deficit; (c)
contributions to subscribed capital by-(i) Government; and (ii) non-government sources; (d) total net
worth; (e) total assets; (/) total liabilities; (g) percentage rate of return of loss on (i) capital; (ii) net worth
and (iii) total assets; (h) total revenues and expenditures; (j) percentage profit or loss on revenues-(i) before contributions or levies paid to the Treasury; and
(ii) after such payments; (k) total borrowings; (/) total
reinvestment of-(i) surplus funds and reserves; (ii)
provisions; and (iii) any other funds; (m) the date of
the last annual report presented to Parliament; (n)
powers to fix prices, rates, tariffs, levies or otherwise
impose charges; (0) cost of services provided at less
than prevailing market rates to-(i) other Government
departments, agencies and authorities; and (ii) other
customers; (P) powers to search and detain; (q) whether
a register of interests of office holders is kept; (r) method
of appointment of senior office holders indicating in
respect of such officers-{i) their names; (ii) the dates
of first appointment and successive re-appointments;
and (iii) the expiry date of present term of office; and
(s) date at which enabling powers were last reviewed?

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Govemment)-The answer supplied by the Minister of
Agriculture is:
I am not prepared to answer this question in view of
the difficulty and time that would be involved in extracting the information required. If the honourable
member has any specific requirement in regard to this
matter, I would be pleased to consider that requirement separately.

PAMPHLET OF FUNERAL
ARRANGEMENTS
(Question No. 1617)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Consumer Affairs:
Whether steps are being taken to widely disseminate
a pamphlet dealing with the arrangements of funerals;
if so, what steps; if not, why?

Mr SPYKER (Minister
Affairs)-The answer is:

of Consumer
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STATE FINANCE
(Question No. 1683)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the
Treasurer:
Whether steps are being taken to improve the communication of concise and easily comprehensible information covering-(a) the procedures by which the
State accounts for public moneys and other assets which
are under its control; (b) financial documents presented to Parliament; (c) cross classification of budget
'information by source and application of funds in various, cost-benefit social and economic matrixes on an
annual, quarterly and monthly basis; (d) all State funds
and accounts; and (e) the management of all cash accounts; if so, what steps; if not, why?

Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-The answer is:
The Government is very much aware ofthe need for
improvement in the communication of the type of information referred to by the hounourable member. In
May 1982 the Office of Management and Budget Task
Force was established. The matters to be studied by
the task force, among other things, included:
-the establishment of better means of management
of cash and short-term financial assets of both departments and statutory authorities,
-the reform of the State budgetary process and
documentation,
-the development of policies and guidelines for statutory authorities, and both a conceptual framewoJ;k
and practical mechanism for monitoring these authorities and analysing problems and proposed initiatives.
In the Budget delivered on 22 September 1982 I
detailed various measures the Government would be
implementing, including!
-the establishment of the Victorian Development
Fund,
-development of a system of Program Priority
Budgeting,
-the establishment of the State Development

Program.
Reform of the Budget process and the Budget information system was an integral part of the Budget
Greater accountability and control for the public sector
are essential ingredients of democratic Iilanagement
and will be the end result of the 1982 Budget

STATE INCOME TAX
(Question No. 1684)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the
Treasurer:

Although no records are kept of distribution of this
Whether he will lay on the table of the Library or
pamphlet some 35 000 copies have been printed and .
make available to the member for Doncaster all studies
25 000 copies have been distributed since 1978.
relative to the imposition of a State income tax within
Groups such as Combined Pensioners Association, the terms of the freedom of information draft, conEarly Planning for Retirement Groups, Citizens Ad- ducted by-(a) the Treasury; or (b) any joint commitvice Bureaux have received multiple copies. Copies are tee including Commonwealth officials and other
also forwarded on request and are part of lrits for- persons for report to the Premiers Conference or
warded to schools throughout Victoria.
otherwise?
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Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-The answer is:
No. Generally speaking, documents of such a nature
would be exempt either because-(a) their disclosure
would prejudice relations between the State and the
Commonwealth; (b) the information they contain was
communicated in confidence; or (c) they would have
come into existence more than five years ago. How-·
ever, if a specific document or documents can be identified, a formal request under the F.O.l. Code could be
addressed to my department.

BRIBES PAYABLE TO OFFICERS OF
MINISTRY FOR ECONOMIC
DEVEWPMENT
(Question No. 1736)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:

(Question No. 1733)

1. Whether he is aware of the obligation of all
American listed corporations to file returns with the
United States Securities and Exchange Commission
listing bribes payable to public officials within the
United States and overseas countries?
2. What steps he has taken to ascertain whether the
name of any official within the employ of any department, agency of authority within his administration is
included in such list, and if no steps have been taken,
why?

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:

1. What steps have been taken to ensure that State
flags are flown each day on all flag poles on Government buildings within his administration.1
2. If no steps have been taken, why1

I consider this question not to be worthy of reply.

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:

(Question No. 1737)

FLYING OF THE STATE FLAG BY
MINISTRY FOR ECONOMIC
DEVEWPMENT

The Government supports the flying of the Victorian flag on all State Goverment buildings and departments are required to provide the flags from within
their own budget.
This Ministry is aware of this policy.

USE OF DAY LABOUR BY MINISTRY FOR
ECONOMIC DEVEWPMENT
(Question No. 1735)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:
1. How many contracts for work to be performed by
departments, agencies and authorities within his
administration will be carried out by "day labour" in
1982-831

INJURIES TO EMPWYEES OF
MINISTRY FOR ECONOMIC
DEVEWPMENT

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:
1. How many employees of departments, authorities and agencies within his administration were injured during 19811
2. How many injuries were reported during the year?
3. How many man-hours were lost as a result of the
injuries?
4. What was the total proportion of man-hours lost
through injury to total man-hours worked?

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:
1. Eleven.
2. Twelve.
3. 1438.
4. (). 72 per cent.

2. What percentage of total contracts awarded this
represents?

INJURIES TO EMPWYEES OF HOUSING
COMMISSION

3. What is the total value of contracts which it is
estimated will be let in 1982-83 and what is the estimated value of contracts awarded to day labour?

(Question No. 1752)

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:
1. Nil.
2. Not applicable.

3. Not applicable.

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Housing:
1. How many employees of departments, authorities and agencies within his administration were injured during 19811
2. How many injuries were reported during the year?
3. How many man-hours were lost as a result of the
injuries?

Questions on Notice
4. What was the total proportion of man-hours lost
through injury to total man-hours worked?

Mr CATHIE (Minister of Housing)-The answer is:
1. 178.
2. 214.
3. and 4. This information is not readily available
and preparation will involve unreasonable time and
effort.

BRIBES PAYABLE TO OFFICERS OF
MINISTRY FOR CONSERVATION
(Question No. 1756)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Housing, for the Minister for
Conservation:
1. Whether he is aware of the obligation of all
American listed corporations to file returns with the
United States Securities and Exchange Commission
listing bribes payable to public officials within the
United States and overseas countries?
2. What steps he has taken to ascertain whether the
name of any official within the employ of any department, agency or authority within his administration is
included in such list, and if no steps have been taken,
why?
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necessary, however vehicles situated at departmental
regional offices are taken to their respective dealers
where the work performed is costed at the "going" rate.
The garages handling vehicles stationed at regional
offices are:
Ballarat: Peter Stevens Datsun.
Bendigo: Symes Motors Pty Ltd.
Shepparton: A. R. and R. J. Trevaskis.
Traralgon: Wights Datsun Pty Ltd.
Wangaratta: Wangaratta Datsun.

BRIBES PAYABLE TO OFFICERS OF
DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY
(Question No. 1771)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Treasurer, for the Minister of Labour and Industry:
1. Whether he is aware of the obligation of all
American listed corporations to file returns with the
United States Securities and Exchange Commission
listing bribes payable to public officials within the
United States and overseas countries?

Mr CATHIE (Minister of Housing)-The answer supplied by the Minister for Conservation
is:

2. What steps he has taken to ascertain whether the
name of any official within the employ of any department, agency or authority within his administration is
included in such list, and if no steps have been taken,
why?

l. Yes.
2. No. I do not believe that the cost would be
justified.

Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-The answer supplied by the Minister of Labour and Industry is:

REPAIRS TO MOTOR VEHICLES OF
DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY

I will not provide a reply to this Question as it is
considered to be of no value.

(Question No. 1769)

FLYING OF STATE FLAG BY PUBliC
WORKS DEPARTMENT

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Treasurer, for the Minister of Labour and Industry:

(Question No. 1803)

1. Which garages handle motor repair work for all
motor vehicles within his administration?
2. Whether this work is allocated by tender or
otherwise, indicating the cost per hour or other basis
of cost determination?

Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-The answer supplied by the Minister for Labour and Industry is:
Vehicles controlled by statutory authorities attached
to the department utilize the State Garage's service.
However in some instances vehicles, during their warranty period, are taken to the dealers from whom they
were purchased. In these situations the cost of the services provided are based on the "going" rate.
Vehicles situated at the department's head office are
also taken to the State Garage whenever repair work is

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Public Works:
1. What steps have been taken to ensure that State
flags are flown each day on all flag poles on Government buildings within his administration?
2. If no steps have been taken, why?

Mr SIMPSON (Minister of Public Works)The answer is:
The Government supports the flying of the Victorian flag on all State Government buildings and the
Public Works Department is aware of this policy.
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FLYING OF STATE FLAG BY
DEPARTMENT OF PROPERTY AND
SERVICES
(Question No. 1808)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Property and Services:

Mr SIMPSON (Minister for Property and
Services)-The answer is:
l. This department does not employ day labour.

2. Not applicable.
3. Not applicable.

I. What steps have been taken to ensure that State
flags are flown each day on all flag poles on Government buildings within his administration?
2. If no steps have been taken, why?

BRIBES PAYABLE TO OFFICERS OF
DEPARTMENT OF PROPERTY AND
SERVICES

Mr SIMPSON (Minister for Property and
Services)-The answer is:

(Question No. 1811)

I. and 2. The Government supports the flying of the
Victorian flag on all State buildings and the Minister is
aware of this policy.

REPAIRS TO MOTOR VEHICLES OF
DEPARTMENT OF PROPERTY AND
SERVICES
(Question No. 1809)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Property and Services:
1. Which garages handle motor repair work for all
motor vehicles within his administration?
2. Whether this work is allocated by tender or
otherwise, indicating the cost per hour or other basis
of cost determination?

Mr SIMPSON (Minister for Property and
Services)-The answer is:
1. Repair work for motor vehicles is handled by the
State Vehicle Service Centre with the exception of one
truck.
2. Charges are determined by the Public Works Department. The truck is repaired by the manufacturer at
an agreed rate.

USE OF DAY LABOUR BY DEPARTMENT
OF PROPERTY AND SERVICES
(Question No. 1810)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Property and Services:
1. How many contracts for work to be performed by
departments, agencies and authorities within his
administration will be carried out by "day labour" in
I 982-83?
2. What percentage of total contracts awarded this
represents?
3. What is the total value of contracts which it is
estimated will be let in 1982-83 and what is the estimated value of contracts awarded to day labour?

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Property and Services:
1. Whether he is aware of the obligation of all American listed corporations to file returns with the United
States Securities and Exchange Commission listing
bribes payable to public officials within the United
States and overseas countries?
2. What steps he has taken to ascertain whether the
name of any official within the employ of any department, agency or authority within his administration is
included in such list, and if no steps have been taken,
why?

Mr SIMPSON (Minister for Property and
Services)-The answer is:
1. and 2. I consider this question not to be worthy
ofa reply.

BRIBES PAYABLE TO OFFICERS OF
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY
WELFARE SERVICES
(Question No. 1831)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Community Welfare Services:
1. Whether she is aware of the obligation of all
American listed corporations to file returns with the
United States Securities and Exchange Commission
listing bribes payable to public officials within the
United States and overseas countries?
2. What steps she has taken to ascertain whether the
name of any official within the employ of any department, agency or authority within her administration is
included in such list, and if no steps have been taken,
why?

Mrs TONER (Minister for Community Welfare Services)-The answer is:
I consider this question not to be worthy of a reply.

Questions on Notice
FLYING OF STATE FLAG BY RURAL
FINANCE COMMISSION
(Question No. 1867)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister of
Agriculture:
I. What steps have been taken to ensure that State
flags are flown each day on all flag poles on Government buildings housing soldier settlement and rural
finance administration?
2. If no steps have been taken, why?
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3. What is the total value of contracts which it is
estimated will be let in 1982-83 and what is the estimated value of contracts awarded to day labour?

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister of
Agriculture is:
Not applicable to the Rural Finance Commission.

BRIBES PAYABLE TO OFFICERS OF
RURAL FINANCE COMMISSION
(Question No. 1870)

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Govemment)-The answer supplied by the Minister of
Agriculture is:

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister of
Agriculture:

The Government supports the flying of the Victorian flag on all State buildings.

1. Whether he is aware ofthe obligation of all American listed corporations to file returns with the United
States Securities and Exchange Commission listing
bribes payable to public offi~ within the United
States and overseas countries?
2. What steps he has taken to ascertain whether the
name of any official within the employ of any department, agency or authority administering soldier settlement and rural finance is included in the list of the
United States Securities and Exchange Commission
which details bribes payable to public officials within
the United States and overseas countries by all American listed corporations, and if no steps have been taken,
why?

REPAIRS TO MOTOR VEHICLES OF
RURAL FINANCE COMMISSION
(Question No. 1868)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister of
Agriculture:
1. Which garages handle motor repair work for all
motor vehicles operated by soldier settlement and rural
finance administration?
2. Whether this work is allocated by tender or otherwise, indicating the cost per hour or other basis of cost
determination?

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Govemment)-The answer supplied by the Minister of
Agriculture is:
1. and 2. In view of the extensive country travelling
involved because of the nature of the Rural Finance
Commission's operations, its vehicles are traded in,
usually within a two-year period, and consequently
major repairs are minimal. The commission adopts
the practice of regular servicing of vehicles by the dealers where the vehicles were purchased to take maximum advantage of warranties and specialized service.

USE OF DAY LABOUR BY RURAL
FINANCE COMMISSION
(Question No. 1869)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister of
Agriculture:
1. How many contracts for work to be performed by
departments, agencies and authorities administering
soldier settlement and rural finance will be carried out
by "day labour" in 1982-83?
2. What percentage of total contracts awarded this
represents?

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)- The answer supplied by the Minister of
Agriculture is:
I consider this question not to be worthy of a reply.

INJURIES TO EMPLOYEES OF RURAL
FINANCE COMMISSION
(Question No. 1871)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister of
Agriculture:
1. How many employees of departments, authorities and agencies administering soldier settlement and
rural finance were injured during 1981?
2. How many injuries were reported during the year?
3. How many man-hours were lost as a result of the
injuries?
4. What was the total proportion of man-hours lost
through injury to total man-hours worked?

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister of
Agriculture is:
1. Eight employees of the Rural Finance Commission were injured during 1981.
2. Nine.
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3. 285.

4. ()'II per cent.

ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS
(Question No. 1881)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the
Premier:
Further to the answer to question No. 304 given on
Tuesday, 5 October 1982, whether he will furnish details of the attitude taken by his Government to the
views expressed in papers of the Advisory Council for
Inter-Government Relations covering-(a) exchange
of stalfbetween the three levels of Government; (b) the
relationships which should exist between Federal, State
and local governments; (c) sources oflocal government
funds; (d) legal limits to local government; (e) co-ordinating State and local government; (f) the role oflocal
government councillors; (g) the Australian Loan
Council; (h) care of the aged; (i) housing; and U) the
provision of infrastructure for major resource development projects; if not, why?

Mr CAIN (Premier)-The answer is:
Views have been expressed in papers issued by the
ACIR in relation to the matters listed as follows:
(a) "Staff Interchange Schemes of the Commonwealth and State Governments"-Information Paper,
Canberra, AGPS, 1978.
"Short-term Interchanges of Staff"-Report, Canberra, AGPS, 1978.
"Staff Interchanges between Governments in Australia"-Report, Canberra, AGPS, 1979.
(b) "The Relationships between Federal, State and
Local Governments"-Report, Canberra, AGPS, 1979.
(c) "Sources of Local Government Funds"-Discussion Paper, AC~R, Hobart, 1982.
(d) "Legal Limits to Local Government-External
Approvals and General Competence Power"-Discussion Paper, ACIR, Hobart, 1982.
(e) "Co-ordinating State and Local Government"Discussion Paper, ACIR, Hobart, 1982.
(a) to (e): Since my Government has taken office it
has had no occasion to address these papers.
(/) "The Role of Local Government Councillors"-Discussion Paper, ACIR, Hobart, 1982.
(g) "The Australian Loan Council and Inter-Govemmental Relations"-Report, AGPS, Canberra, 1982.
My Government is currently having these papers
examined.
(h) (i) and u): The council has not determined its
view on these matters.
It is relevant to note that the ACIR is an independent body and members attend as individuals, although
representatives of governments participate in the
knowledge of the policies of their governments and the
practical implications of advice developed by ACIR.

Questions on Notice
The Victorian Government mayor may not have a
view on issues being considered by the ACIR and may
or may not choose to express its views to the ACIR.

LICENCES ISSUED UNDER
JURISDICI10N OF MINISTRY OF
HOUSING
(Question No. 1919)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Housing:
What age limits apply in regard to each licence issued pursuant to legislation, including subordinate legislation, administered by departments, agencies and
authorities within his jurisdiction?

Mr CATHIE (Minister of Housing)-The answer is:
No such licences are issued by administration within
my jurisdiction.

LICENCES ISSUED UNDER
JURISDICI10N OF MINISTRY FOR
PROPERTY AND SERVICES
(Question No. 1931)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Property and Services:
What age limits apply in regard to each licence issued pursuant to legislaion, including subordinate legislation, administered by departments, agencies and
authorities within his jurisdiction?

Mr SIMPSON (Minister for Property and
Services)-The answer is:
This department does not issue licences.

LICENCES ISSUED UNDER
JURISDICI10N OF RURAL FINANCE
COMMISSION
(Question No. 1943)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister of
Agriculture:
What age limits apply in regard to each licence issued pursuant to legislation, including subordinate legislation, administered by departments, agencies and
authorities administering soldier settlement and rural
finance?

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister of
Agriculture is:
In respect to the Rural Finance Commission-not
applicable.

Questions on Notice
MINISTERIAL VISITS TO ELECTORATES
(Question No. 2012)

Mr A. T. EVANS (Ballarat North) asked the
Minister of Public Works:
Whether he will give an undertaking that whenever
he visits the electorate of Ballarat North he will give
advance notice of the day, time and purpose of his
visit to the member of Parliament representing the
electorate?

Mr SIMPSON (Minister of Public Works)The answer is:
On many occasions I will be visiting the area on
matters pertaining to my political party and on other
occasions it will be of a personal nature.
When it is clearly matters relating to my ministerial
responsibilities, wherever practicable, the honourable
member for Ballarat North and the other members of
Parliament covering the area will be advised.

MINISTRY FOR ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATE PLANS
(Question No. 2020)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:
Whether a corporate plan has been prepared for all
departments, agencies and authorities within his
administration showing-(a) over-all objectives; (b)
objectives of divisions and sections; (c) strategies to be
used for meeting objectives; (d) priority and timing of
strategies used; (e) persons responsible for directing
strategies; (f) criteria for judging effectiveness; and (g)
the system for monitoring level of effectiveness; if so(i) where such plan may be inspected; and (ii) whether
he would cause such plan to be incorporated in Hansard; if not, when it is anticipated that such plan will
be available for the information of the member for
Doncaster?

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:
It is the Government's policy that the matters referred to in the question be addressed by Departments
as part of the over-all programme aimed at increasing
the efficiency and effectiveness of public administration in Victoria and introducing modem management
techniques. Accordingly, such a corporate plan is being
developed by agencies within my administration.
However, the question of the availability of this plan
is unable to be addressed at this time.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
CORPORATE PLANS
(Question No. 2033)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Public Works:
Whether a corporate plan has been prepared for all
departments, agencies and authorities within his

15 March 1983

ASSEMBLY

3265

administration showing-(a) overall objectives; (b)
objectives of divisions and sections; (c) strategies to be
used for meeting objectives; (d) priority and timing of
strategies used; (e) persons responsible for directing
strategies; (f) criteria for judging effectiveness; and (g)
the system for monitoring level of effectiveness; if so(i) where such plan may be inspected; and (ii) whether
he would cause such plan to be incorporated in Hansard; if not, when it is anticipated that such plan will
be available for the information of the member for
Doncaster?

Mr SIMPSON (Minister of Public Works)The answer is:
It is the Government's policy that the matters referred to in the question be addressed by departments
as part of the overall program aimed at increasing the
efficiency and effectiveness of public administration in
Victoria and introducing modern management
techniques.
Accordingly, such a corporate plan is being developed by agencies within my administration. However,
the question of the availability of this plan is unable to
be addressed at this time.

DEPARTMENT OF PROPERTY AND
SERVICES CORPORATE PLANS
(Question No. 2034)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Property and Services:
Whether a corporate plan has been prepared for all
departments, agencies and authorities within his
administration showing-(a) over-all objectives; (b)
objectives of divisions and sections; (c) strategies to be
used for meeting objectives; (d) priority and timing of
strategies used; (e) persons responsible for directing
strategies; (f) criteria for judging effectiveness; and (g)
the system for monitoring level of effectiveness; if so(i) where such plan may be inspected; and (ii) whether
he would cause such plan to be incorporated in Hansard; if not, when it is anticipated that such plan will
be available for the information of the member for
Doncaster?

Mr SIMPSON (Minister for Property and
Services)-The answer is:
It is the Government's policy that the matters referred to in the question be addressed by Departments
as part of the over-all programme aimed at increasing
the efficiency and effectiveness of public administration in Victoria and introducing modem management
techniques. Accordingly such a corporate plan will be
developed by agencies within my administration.
However, the question of the availability of this plan
is unable to be addressed at this time.
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RURAL FINANCE COMMISSION
CORPORATE PLANS
(Question No. 2046)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister of
Agriculture:
Whether a corporate plan has been prepared for all
departments, agencies and authorities administering
soldier settlement and rural finance showing--(a) overall objectives; (b) objectives of divisions and sections;
(c) strategies to be used for meeting objectives; (d)
priority and timing of strategies used; (e) persons responsible for directing strategies; (f) criteria for judging effectiveness; and (g) the system for monitoring
level of effectiveness; if so-(i) where such plan may
be inspected; and (ii) whether he would cause such plan
to be incorporated in Hansardifnot, when it is anticipated that such plan will be available for the information of the member for Doncaster?

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Govemment)-The answer supplied by the Minister of
Agriculture is:
It is the Government's policy that the matters referred to in the question be addressed by Departments
as part of the over-all programme aimed at increasing
the efficiency and effectiveness of public administration in Victoria and introducing modem management
techniques. Accordingly, such a corporate plan will be
developed by agencies within my administration.
However, the question of the availability of this plan
is unable to be addressed at this time.

Questions on Notice
Mr Treleaven-mate foreign-going Master Oass
5, Trading Competency Certificate
Mr Coleman-Queensland Master Oass 4.
I am also advised that Leisuretime 1 and Pleasuretime 1 are operated by as many as twenty part-time
skippers.

USE OF VISUAL DISPLAY UNITS IN
MINISTRY FOR ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT
(Question No. 2061)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:
1. How many visual display units are in use in departments, agencies and authorities within his
administration?
2. What plans there are to increase this number,
indicating the size of any increase?

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:
1. 6.
2. The computer needs of the Ministry and its agencies are in the process of evaluation. Further visual
display units will be installed if the need isjustified and
funds are available.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
(Question No. 2062)

TOURIST VESSELS UCENSED BY
MARINE BOARD

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:

(Question No. 2052)

1. What are the details of arrangements for the
answering of questions on notice directed to him with
respect to responsible officers on his personal staffand/
or within departments, qencies or authorities within
his administration charpd with the duty of---(a) examining the question asked; and (b) preparing the
answer?
2. Whether he has sought any reports on the large
number of questions on the notice paper addressed to
him which remain unanswered; if not, why?
3. Whether he has instigated any measures to facilitate the answering of questions on notice; if not, why?

Mr STIRLING (Williamstown) asked the
Minister of Public Works:
What is the number of tourist passenger vessels li~
ensed by the Marine Board to operate in the lower
Yarra River area of the Port of Melbourne Authority,
indicating the-(a) name of each vessel; (b) name ofits
master; and (c) qualifications held by each master?

Mr SIMPSON (Minister of Public Works~
The answer is:
Tourist passenger vessels are licensed to operate in
the lower Yarra River area by the Port of Melbourne
Authority. The vessels and the persons usually in command of them are--

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:

1. Answers to questions on notice are prepared by
the relevant divisions and agencies of this Ministry
and co-ordinated by the Management Services
Division.
Mr Charles Treleaven
2. Yes.
Mr Thomas Coleman
3. No. The existing arrangements are considered to
Accordin8 to advice from the Marine Board, the. be the most efficient for handling questions on notice
qualifications held by these gentlemen aregiven the number ofquestions directed to this Ministry
Mr Somerville-motorboat licence
and the demands of priorities within the Ministry.

Blackbird
Leisuretime 1
Pleasuretime 1

Mr Peter Somerville

Questions on Notice
USE OF VISUAL DISPLAY UNITS IN
MINISTRY FOR CONSERVATION
(Question No. 2069)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Housing, for the Minister for
Conservation:
1. How many visual display units are in use in departments, agencies and authorities within his
administration?

2. What plans there are to increase this number,
indicating the size of any increase?

Mr CATHIE (Minister of Housing)-The answer supplied by the Minister for Conservation
is:
1. There are 25 visual display units in use within
the Ministry for Conservation and agencies.
2. A case has been submitted to Tender Board to
purchase five more VDU·s. There are no further plans
to increase this number at the present time. Any submission will be treated on its merit.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
(Question No. 2090)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Public Works:
1. What are the details of arrangements for the
answering of questions on notice directed to him with
respect to responsible officers on his personal staffand/
or within departments, agencies or authorities within
his administration charged with the duty of--(a) examining the question asked; and (b) preparing the
answer?
2. Whether he has sought any reports on the large
number of questions on the notice paper addressed to
him which remain unanswered; ifnot, why?
3. Whether he has instigated any measures to facilitate the answering of questions on notice; if not, why?

Mr SIMMONDS (Minister of Public
Works)-The answer is:
1. Answers to questions on notice are prepared by
the relevant division or agency of this Ministry and are
co-ordinated by the Secretariat.
2. Yes.
3. No, as the existing arrangements are considered
to be the best possible for handling questions on notice,
given the numbers of questions directed to this Ministry and the demands of priorities within the Ministry.
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USE OF VISUAL DISPLAY UNITS BY
MINISTER FOR PROPERTY AND
SERVICES
(Question No. 2091)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Property and Services:
1. How many visual display units are in use in departments, agencies and authorities within his
administration?
2. What plans there are to increase this number,
indicating the size of any increase?

Mr SIMPSON (Minister for Property and
Services)-The answer is:
1. 76 visual display units are in use in this
Department.
2. An additional twelve units are proposed to be
installed.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
(Question No. 2092)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Property and Services:
1. What are the details of arrangements for the
answering of questions on notice directed to him with
respect to responsible officers on his personal staffand/
or within departments, agencies or authorities within
his administration charged with the duty of--(a) examining the question asked; and (b) preparing the
answer?
2. Whether he has sought any reports on the large
number of questions on the Notice Paper addressed to
him which remain unanswered; if not, why?
3. Whether he has instigated any measures to facilitate the answering of questions on notice; if not, why?

Mr SIMPSON (Minister for Property and
Services)-The answer is:
I. Parliamentary questions are referred to the relevant responsible officers who prepare draft replies for
my approval.
2. Parliamentary questions are given priority and
answered as quickly as possible. Reports have not been
sought as answers are being supplied.

3. Procedures have been established to answer questions as quickly as possible.
(Question No. 21(0)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Community Welfare Services:
1. What are the details of arrangements for the
answering of questions on notice directed to her with
respect to responsible officers on her personal staff and/
or within departments, agencies or authorities within

3268

Questions on Notice

ASSEMBLY 15 March 1983

her administration charged with the duty of-(a) examining the question asked; and (b) preparing the
answer?
2. Whether she has sought any reports on the large
number of questions on the notice paper addressed to
her which remain unanswered; if not, why?
3. Whether she has instigated any measures to facilitate the answering of questions on notice; if not, why?

Mrs TONER (Minister for Community Welfare Services)-The answer is:
I have instructed a Senior Officer of my Department
to examine all issues of Notice Papers. This Officer is
responsible for consulting me in order to co-ordinate
and prepare all answers to questions directed to me. I
am aware of the large number of questions addressed
to me and the answers to those questions will be given
as soon as possible.

USE OF VISUAL DISPLAY UNITS IN
RURAL FINANCE COMMISSION
(Question No. 2115)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister of
Agriculture:
1. How many visual display units are in use in departments, agencies and authorites administering soldier settlement and rural finance?
2. What plans there are to increase this number,
indicating the size of any increase?

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister of
, Agriculture is:
1. 32 VDU's
2. EDP needs are continually being reviewed.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
(Question No. 2116)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister of
Agriculture:
1. What are the details of arrangements for the
answerina of questions on notice directed to him with
l.

Builder
Jennings Industries Ltd.
J. Peeman (Vic.) Pty. Ltd.
Holmesglen Constructions
G. Dickeson & Co.
Rite-Built Homes Pty. Ltd.
City ofWangaratta
R.W. Johnson Homes Pty. Ltd.
Tatura Rotary Club

respect to responsible officers on his personal staff and/
or within departments, agencies or authorities administering soldier settlement and rural finance charged
with the duty of-(a) examining the question asked;
and (b) preparing the answer?
2. Whether he has sought any reports on the large
number of questions on the notice paper addressed to
him which remain unanswered; if not, why?
3. Whether he has instigated any measures to facilitate the answering of questions on notice; if not, why?

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister of
Agriculture is:
1. Answers to questions on notice relating to the
Rural Finance Commission are co-ordinated by the
secretary of the commission in consultation with
members of the commission.
2. I am confident that the Rural Finance Commission is providing answers to questions as efficiently as
possible given the large numbers directed to my Ministry and the limited amount of resources available to
research and process the replies.
3. The existing arrangements are considered to be
the best possible for handling questions on notice, given
the numbers of questions directed to this Ministry and
the demands of priorities within the administration.

BUILDERS EMPWYED BY MINISTRY OF
HOUSING
(Question No. 2120)

Mr BROWN (Westernport) asked the Minister of Housing:
1. What are the names of all the builders who have
undertaken residential construction work for the Ministry of Housing in the past two years, indicating how
many houses each builder built and the value of such
work to each builder?
2. Whether the Ministry has been involved in any
arbitration as a result of such contracts; if so, how the
arbitrator was appointed, indicating who the arbitrator
was and the outcome in each case?

Mr CATHIE (Minister of Housing)-The
answer is:
Number of
houses
359
143
160
79
50
4

3
1

Value
$
13 198045
5932654
3818527
2445239
1687240
148730
154844
42003
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Number of
Builder
Danaren Homes
Town of St. Arnaud
Endeavour Homes
Stan Murray (Eastern) Pty. Ltd.
Versatile Building Supplies
Highmont ConstructIons
Hiflston Homes Pty. Ltd.
Crow Constructions
Pacemaker Homes Pty. Ltd.
J .A. & M.G. Baulch
F. Vitale and Sons
Stock and Holdings Pty. Ltd.
West Homes (Adelaide) Pty. Ltd.
D.B.P. Investments Pty. Ltd.
Down to Earth Constructions
R.J. & N. Barrett Pty. Ltd.
J.W. Lipplegoes
I.c. Ballinger
McFarlane Builders
C. & B. Boonzaayr
Lindarette Properties Pty. Ltd.
H. Lehman
Spaceline Homes
E.F. & R.F. Ellen
N. Tircarolo
G. Hams (Builders) Pty. Ltd.
Gilbert & Bozic Pty. Ltd.
Drake Bros. (Vic.) Pty. Ltd.
W. Pee and Associates
Master-plan Builders
Stramit Industries Ltd.
D. & P.H. McQuade
B.N. England Pty. Ltd.
Mimajo Holdings Pty. Ltd.
R. Meyer & Sons
D.R. & N.J. Hayes
Hunter Rayson Pty. Ltd.
Valley Way Homes Pty. Ltd.
Acto Industries Ltd.
Jenkins Pre-Buih Homes Pty. Ltd.
Phenolic Foam Industries Pty. Ltd.
N.S. & E.M. Mitchell
Mythin Homes & StaffPty. Ltd.
Schools of Mines and Industry (Ballarat) Ltd.
F. & A. Mincone
L. & M. Centra
Hotondo Pty. Ltd.
M. & Z. Constructions
P. & A. Coutts Pty. Ltd.
A.C. Young
Filtgar Nominees
Vine Constructions Pty. Ltd.
Yuncken Homes Pty. Ltd.
Some Hundred and Twenty-Second Kapp Pty. Ltd.
Robb Redpath Constructions
Richard Gilbert Constructions
Cugara Builders Pty. Ltd.
C. Chenoweath & Sons
Bamngton & Associates Pty. Ltd.
R.J. Bone Constructions
Fairthorne Constructions
Peter R. Brown Pty. Ltd.
Blunts Homes
Wymer & Boyle Pty. Ltd.
G.D.Smith
C.R. & A.C. Gowers Pty. Ltd.
Prescott Building Industries
Danaghy & Riches

houses

Value

2

99099
90000
311 445
3511 708
37865
462602
92930
245530
253295
335983
481640
515728
199999
286967
27950
159874
157888
159032
51914
50895
290306
115270
1 527299
81500
322401
100 703
207000
736429
397970
694415
117690
223900
776071
116410
45500
41330
2507013
138549
174 113
94915
67810
100 308
156546
61625
134692
337158
1458260
2149210
763302
139863
1011 502
1389767
4455099
1 183712
167 169
277260
165228
61672
42738
677 821
230243
305370
214059
170250
102133
61934
651026
108225

2
6
117
I
10
2

5

7

9
20
12
6
8
1
4
4
4

1
1
6
3
38
2
7
2
9
20
18
18
5
6
25
6
1
2

73
4

5
3
2
3
5
2
6
9
36
78
33
7
36
54
106

22

3

12
3

2
1
16
8
6
6
5
3
1
29
3

S
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Number of
houses

Builder
J .E. S.M. Miles
Poulston Builders Pty. Ltd.
Landmark Builders
F.J. Petty & Sons Pty. Ltd.
P. & M. Mikic & G. Petsinis
West Homes Realty Pty. Ltd.
Coldon Homes
Garrick Homes
P. & W. Oarke&Co. Pty. Ltd.
Saddington Homes
M.R. & K. Kwiatek
Mackay & Hall
Presto Constructions
K.B. &J.E. Keath
Bates and Holt
Darci Consructions Pty. Ltd.
W.M. Lowe & Sons Pty. Ltd.
G.K. & R.M. Farrar
Onleys Holdin$S Pty. Ltd.
Gordon Techmcal College
A.H. & L.B. Kirkland Pty. Ltd.
G.D. & L.G. Stewart
E.J. & E.M. Capewell
H.D. & C.N. Absolom
Leontiades Nominess Pty. Ltd.
JoeGorocz
A.W. Nicholson Pty. Ltd.
Capri Homes Pty. Ltd.
J. & L. Nicholson
C. & N. Marshall
Rodane Hardware Pty. Ltd.
John Preece

7
30

5
4

4
66
1
3
2
1
1

3
13
1
118
28
1

8
2
1

28
1

5
6
11
13
24
20
4
14
36

1

2. There would appear to have been one case of
arbitration in the past two years. The arbitrator was
appointed in conjunction with Contractors' Solicitors,
and selected from a list submitted by the President of
the Institute of Arbitrators.
The Housing Commission chose a Mr R. A. Eggleston Architect. The award was made in favour of the
HCV.

APPOINTMENTS TO CONSUMER
AFFAIRS COUNCIL
(Question No. 2123)

Mr BROWN (Westernport) asked the Minis-

ter of Consumer Affairs:
1. What are the names of all persons appointed to
the Consumer Affairs Council since its establisment
pursuant to the cOnsumer Affairs Act 19721
2. Which interest groups each appointed member
represented as defined in section 5 (1) of the Consumer
Affairs Act 19721

Mr SPYKER (Minister
Affairs)-The answer is:

of

Consumer

1. and 2. The following persons have been
appointed to the Consumer Affairs Council indicating

Value
$
196782
686041
228858
186058
189000
2141847
46440
112370
88368
43000
46203
90271
451 630
34270
1 136844
897099
40878
298 130
80361
26250
947384
42340
173960
177 309
298345
322338
569754
600 727
180381
348214
I 159 674
43171

the interest group each person represented in accordance with Section 5 (1) of the Consumer Affairs Act
1972.

Persons appointed as Chairmen
D. T. Bottomley,
A.H. Hellstrom,
J .0. Purcell,
M. Brunt.

Persons experienced in the manufacture of consumer
goods
T .M. Ramsay,
E.M. MacGregor,
K. T .H. Farrer.

Persons experienced in retail trading in consumer goods
G.L. McCowan,
H.R. Hobson,
R.B. Brooks.

Persons experienced in advertising or sales promotion
activities in connexion with consumer goods
A.W. Muddyman,
B.E. Coad.

Persons representing the interest ofconsumers
A.T.H. Reader,
D.G. Hobson (nee Moss),
J.E. Fleming,
J.L. Waters,
M. Brunt (subsequently appointed Chairman),
J.O. Downing,
H.J. Mein,

Questions on Notice
Persons representing the interest ofconsumers
J.T. Patrick,
A.M. Farran,
P.A. Sibree,
S.M. Russell,
J.A. Todd,
K.L. Vertigan,
Y. Thompson,
R.N. Armitage,
M.B. Head,
V. Kent.

BUILDING INDUSTRY OPERATIONS
REFERRED TO CONSUMER AFFAIRS
COUNCIL
(Question No. 2124)

Mr BROWN (Westemport) asked the Minister of Consumer Affairs:
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arbitration that were made to the then Consumer Protection Bureau and it would be wrong to name the
particular arbitrator in this one case.

MONEYS ALLOCATED BY RURAL
FINANCE COMMISSION
(Question No. 2136)

Mr BROWN (Westemport) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister of
Agriculture:
1. Whether any moneys were allocated by his
administration to soldier settlement and rural finance,
in the State Budget announced on 22 September 1982,
which would be available for distribution at his discretion; if so, what amount has been so allocated?
2. Whether such discretionary funds were available
within the 1981-82 State Budget?

What aspects of building industry operations including building industry arbitration have been referred to
the Consumer Affairs Council for investigation pursuant to section 6 (a) ofthe Consumer Affairs Act 1972
and what was the outcome of each and every such
investigation since the inception of the council?

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister of
Agriculture is:

Mr SPYKER (Minister of Consumer Affairs)-The answer is:

WAGE AND SALARY DETERMINATIONS

The only matter referred to the Consumer Affairs
pursuant to section 6 (a) of the Consumer Affairs Act
1972 relating to the building industry was a discussion
paper recommending the establishment of a Residential Building Disputes Tribunal.
The council's comments on this proposal are now
being considered together with a number of other submissions from interested parties.

ARBITRATORS INVESTIGATED BY
CONSUMER AFFAIRS COUNCIL
(Question No. 2127)

Mr BROWN (Westemport) asked the Minister of Consumer Affairs:
What are the names of the arbitrators investigated
by the Consumer Affairs Council as reported in its
annual report for the year 1972-73 and what is the
content of all reports prepared at the time?

Mr SPYKER (Minister of Consumer Affairs)-The answer is:
The complaints which led to the council's comments
on the building industry in the 1972-73 report originated from 116 files for that year. The classifications
used do not enable the particular categories of complaint to be located without a detailed examination of
all files. The extract shown in the report was one of the
type common to a number of complaints regarding

1. No.
2. No.

(Question No. 2138)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Treasurer, for the Minister of Labour and Indusry:
I. What is the current-(a) minimum wage; and (b)
maximum wage or salary under Victorian awards and/
or determinations?
2. What is the most representative current wage or
salary for-(a) classified primary school teachers; (b)
secondary school teachers; (c) school principals, first
elass; (d) registered, experienced nurses; (e)
engineers, division one (f) carpenters; (g) builders'
labourers; (h) journalists, Special A; and (I) members
of the State Parliament?
3. What is the percentage increase for each of these
occupations over the past twelve months?

Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-The answer supplied by the Minister of Labour and Industry is:
I. The minimum wage payable, under "active" Victorian Conciliation and Arbitration Board Awards is
$144 . 80 prescribed in the award of the General Board.
There is no determined maximum wage payable
however the highest rate currently prescribed is
$1 084. 60 per week, payable to a Chief Executive Officer in Group I under the Chief Executive Officers
Award of the Hospitals Remuneration Tribunal.
2. and 3. The information requested is provided in
the following table and related to rates of pay
between December 1981 and December 1982.
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Classification
(a) State Primary

Part 2
Most representative current
rate $

Part 3
Percentage increase over last
twelve months

20949 p.a./401 .49 p.w.

24·6

22050 p.a./422. 59 p.w.

24·6

34 556 p.a./662. 26 p.w.
36 644 p.a/702. 28 p. w.
38071 p.a./129. 63 p.w.
339.40p.w.

24·6
24·6
24·6
29·6

23612 p.a./452. 52 p.w.

23·7

312.36
7.49 p.hr.
528.30p.w.
38 ()()() p.a./128 . 27 p. w.

7·1
10.3
13·7
16·9

School Teacher (subdivision
11)
(b) State Secondary

School Teacher (High & Technical-subdivision 12)
(c) State School

PrincipalPrimary
Secondary
Technical
(d) Registered Nurse
(maximum year of experience
for Sister)
(e) Engineer-Class E-l
(State Public Service)
(I) Carpenter
(g) Builders Labourer
(h) Journalist-Special A
(I) State Members of Parliament
(base salary)

MINISTRY FOR ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT DISCRETIONARY
FUNDS
(Question No. 2178)

Mr BROWN (Westernport) asked the Minister for Economic Development:
1. Whether any moneys were allocated by the Ministry for Economic Development in the State Budget
announced on 22 September 1982, which would be
available for distribution at his discretion; if so, what
amount has been so allocated?
2. Whether such discretionary funds were available
within the 1981-82 State Budget?

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:

DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY DISCRETIONARY FUNDS
(Question No. 2184)

Mr BROWN (Westernport) asked the Treasurer, for the Minister of Labour and Industry:
1. Whether any moneys were allocated by the
Department of Labour and Indstry in the State Budget
announced on 22 September 1982, which would be
available for distribution at his discretion; if so, what
amount has been so allocated?
2. Whether such discretionary funds were available
within the 1981-82 State Budget?

Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-The answer supplied by the Minister of Labour and Industry is:
1. No such money was allocated by the Department
of Labour and Industry.
2. No.

MINISTRY FOR POUCE AND
EMERGENCY SERVICES
DISCRETIONARY FUNDS
(Question No. 2186)

Mr BROWN (Westernport) asked the Minis1. Yes; $1250000.

ter for Police and Emergency Services:

2. Yes.

1. Whether any moneys were allocated by the Ministry for Police and Emergency Services in the State

Questions on Notice
Budget announced on 22 September 1982, which would
be available for distribution at his discretion; if so,
what amount has been so allocated?
2. Whether such discretionary funds were available
within the 1981-82 State Budget?

Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services)-The answer is:
I. An amount of$30 000 was provided in the 1982/
83 Budget for disbursement to State Emergency Service Municipal Units to assist in meeting the costs of
administration and an amount of $12 510 was provided for disbursement to shooting clubs to assist in
the conduct of firearms training courses.
2. Funds were made available in the 1981-82 Budget
for disbursement to SES Units whilst funds for firearms training courses were available from the Firearms Training Fund established under the Firearms
Act.

KANGAROO POPULATION
(Question No. 2218)

Mrs SIBREE (Kew) asked the Minister of
Housing, for the Minister for Conservation:
Whether the Minister or the Fisheries and Wildlife
Division of the Ministry for Conservation has received
a report prepared by the Commonwealth Scientific and
Industrial Research Organization on the kangaroo
populations in the north-west of Victoria and whether
that report showed a very low density of kangaroos
throughout the region?

Mr CATHIE (Minister of Housing)-The answer supplied by the Minister for Conservation
is:
Within the last two years there have been three separate kangaroo census-exercises conducted over selected areas of north-west Victoria and both the
Fisheries and Wildlife Division and the National Parks
Service ofthe Ministry for Conservation have received
reports of these censuses.
In December 1980 an aerial survey of Western Victoria and south-eastern South Australia was undertaken by CSIRO with financial support from the
National Parks Service.
The results have been published in Australian Wildlife Research vol. 9; pp 221-227.
The authors observed that:
Western Victoria and south-eastern South Australia
are characterized by close settlement and intensive
farming and grazing, in contrast to the extensive grazing of sheep in the pastoral zones of New South Wales,
South Australia and Queensland. Remaining areas of
natural habitat are almost exclusively mallee.
Of the 133000 square kilometres surveyed 85 per
cent had a density ofless than one kangaroo per square
kilometre and 32 per cent had a density of less than
(}01 kangaroo per square kilometre.
The density of grey kangaroos in western Victoria
and south-eastern South Australia is only 15 per cent
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of that recorded for the pastoral zone of New South
Wales (Caughley et al. 1977) and 38 per cent of that of
the pastoral zone of South Australia (Caughley and
Grigg 1981) (Table 3). Such low densities appear to
reflect the effects of intensive land use and the marginal
nature for kangaroos of the remaining areas of natural
vegetation".
This was a broadly based survey, covering mainly
pastoral and agricultural areas.
The other two and subsequent surveys were more
detailed and covered selected areas, including uncleared native vegetation in national parks of northwestern Victoria. The results from these surveys were
the subject of question on notice No. 147 and these
have been outlined in my answer which appears in
Hansard (Legislative Council) pp 1011-1012, 24 November, 1982.
(Question No. 2219)

Mrs SIBREE (Kew) asked the Minister of
Housing, for the Minister for Conservation:
How many personnel in the Ministry for Conservation are actively involved in kangaroo management in
Victoria on-(a) a full-time basis; and (b) on a parttime basis, indicating the positions these people hold?

Mr CATHIE (Minister of Housing)-The answer supplied by the Minister for Conservation
is:
Within the Ministry for Conservation, there are no
personnel actively involved on a full-time basis in kangaroo management in Victoria.
However, within the Fisheries and Wildlife Division
and the National Parks Service, there are a number of
field management, planning and research staff who, as
part of their duties are responsible for various aspects
of kangaroo management.
Fisheries and Wildlife Division field staff throughout the State are involved in the protection of kangaroo habitat on wildlife reserves, the apprehension of
illegal destruction of kangaroos, the assessment ofkangaroo damage to private property and the issuing of
wildlife destruction permits to alleviate this damage.
The field staff involved, each to varying degrees according to their field location and allocation of work
duties, comprises 5 District Superintendents, 10 Field
Management Officers and 41 Fisheries and Wildlife
Officers.
The division also has one Field Management Officer
with the full-time responsibility for dealing with wildlife damage problems, of which kangaroo management
issues form a major part.
In addition, the division has senior executive staff a
Chief Wildlife Conservation Officer and two Senior
Wildlife Conservation Officers in a Planning Branch
who contJjbute to the review and development ofkangaroo management programmes and strategies.
National Parks Service Rangers at various parks
throughout the State, and the Research Supervisor for
the service become involved on a "part-time basis" in
kangaroo management issues specifically related to park
management. This involvement of National Parks
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Service personnel is undertaken in liaison with appropriate Fisheries and Wildlife Division staff.
(Question No. 2220)

Mrs SIBREE (Kew) asked the Minister of
Housing, for the Minister for Conservation:
1. What scientific studies have been carried out by
or on behalf of the Fisheries and Wildlife Division of
the Ministry for Conservation in respect of the Victorian kangaroo population?
2. In what years these studies were carried out?
3. Whether these studies recorded the population
of-(a) red kangaroo; (b)western grey kangaroo; (c)
eastern grey kangaroo; (d) swamp wallaby; and (e) Bennett's wallaby; if so, what was the population of each
such species at the time of each respective study?

Mr CATHIE (Minister of Housing)-The answer supplied· by the Minister for Conservation
is:
During the 19605 and 70s divisional staff conducted
ecological studies on two kangaroo species-the eastern grey kangaroo and the potoroo. These studies were
designed to investigate the distribution of the species
and factors aJrecting their health and status. More
recently, in August 1982, a team from the University
of Sydney conducted an aerial census of kangaroos
over selected areas of north-west Victoria as contractor
to the National Parks Service and the division. This
census, together with an earlier census in 1980 conducted for the National Parks Service provides kaDproo density estimates for various areas of dift'ering
habitat type. On the basis of these density estimates, it
has been calculated that there cannot be less than
300 000 grey kangaroos in Victoria and the actual
number may be considerably higher than that. For the
red kangaroo, these aerial censuses indicate a State
population size of about 3 000 animals, located in the
north-west of Victoria which is the southern extremity
of this species range.
There have been no scientific studies undertaken of
the population sizes of the swamp wallaby or the rednecked wallaby (Bennett's wallaby).

RESIDENTIAL TENANCIES TRIBUNAL
(Question No. 2225)

Miss CALLISTER (Morwell) asked the Minister of Consumer Affairs:
In respect of matters before the Residential Tenancies Tribunal1. How many cases it has heard involving private
rental cases?

2. How many orders involving private premises and
Ministry of Housing premises, respectively have been
issued?
3. How many cases involving private premises and
Ministry of Housing premises, respectively, have been
dismissed?
4. How many cases have been dismissed through
severe hardship?

Mr

SPYKER

(Minister

of

Consumer

Affairs)-The answer is:
1. For the period from commencement of hearings
by the Residential Tenancies Tribunal to 30 November, 1982, 2 402 private rental cases were heard.
2. Orders made in thatperiod were:
I 558
Private Premises
281
Ministry of Housing Premises ..
(3. Cases dismissed in that period were:
Private Premises
508
Ministry of Housing Premises ..
16
4. Cases dismissed in that period through severe
hardship were nil. It should be noted that Section 7 of
the Residential Tenancies Act which is the main severe
hardship provision is used generally in hearings and
can be applied in achieving settlements; delaying possessions etc. These are not revealed in the statistics.

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
(Question No. 2231)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Minister of
Agriculture:
1. What is the name and departmental telephone
extension number ofthe officer responsible for preparing answers to questions on notice relating to soldier
settlement and rural finance?
2. When questions on notice numbers 898 to 915,
1358 to 1365, 1637 to 1645, 1867 to 1871, 1943,2046,
2115 and 2116 were referred to this officer?
3. What were the dates of any follow up by the
Minister?
4. Whether none of the questions on notice asked of
the Minister this Session have been answered?
5. Whether the Minister will ensure that clear, concise and accurate answers are provided within 10
working days of referral unless the matters raised
necessitate more time for adequate research?

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the Minister of
Agriculture is:
I consider this question not to be worthy of a reply.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

The following answers to questions on notice were
circulatedHOUSE BUILDERS' LIABILITY
(Question No. 84)

Mr HANN (Rodney) asked the Minister of
Consumer Affairs:
Whether, in view of Mr Justice Brooking's ruling
that any award made in favour of a proprietor against
a guarantor pursuant to the house builders' liability
provisions of the Local Government Act 1958 does
not constitute a small claim, the Government proposes
to introduce legislation to extend the jurisdiction of
the Market Court to include house buIlders' liability
claims; if so, when; if not, why?

Mr SPYKER (Minister of Consumer Affairs)-The answer is:
It is the opinion of the Ministry's solicitor that builders are subject to the provisions of the Market Court
Act 1978 and hence there is no need to amend this
legislation.
(Question No. 86)

Mr HANN (Rodney) asked the Minister of
Consumer Affairs:
Whether it is proposed to introduce legislation to
provide further safeguards for owners in building contracts; if so, when; if not, why?

Mr SPYKER (Minister of Consumer Affairs)-The answer is:
Further safeguards have been provided to owners in
building contracts in the recent amendments to the
Local Government (House Builders Liability) Aet.
As well as these amendments officerS of my Department are currently reviewing public submissions made
on a discussion paper prepared by a small informal
working party made up of representatives of the Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Local Government Departments, the building industry and guarantor bodies. The
discussion paper recommended the establishment of a
Residential Building Disputes Tribunal as an alternative dispute handling mechanism for residential building disputes.
I anticipate receiving a final report from the working
party early in 1983.
(Question No. 87)

Mr HANN (Rodney) asked the Minister of
Consumer Affairs:
Whether the standard master builders or housing
industry building contracts precludes signatories from
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seeking redress from the courts, the Consumer Affairs
Bureau or the Small Claims Tribunal; if so, whether
legislation will be introduced to ensure that jurisdiction applies to such bodies?

Mr SPYKER (Minister of Consumer Affairs)-The answer is:
The standard contracts used by the Master Builders'
Association and Housing Industry Association do not
preclude redress to courts, the Small Oaims Tribunal
or Consumer Affairs Bureau. These avenues of redress
are not specified in the agreements.
I am concerned however that whilst arbitration is
provided for in these agreements, if an owner uses this
avenue, appeal can only be made to the Supreme Court.
The need to amend these agreements to reflect the
various avenues of redress available to owners is currently being considered by a small informal working
party made ll.P of representatives of the Ministry of
Consumer Affairs, Local Government Departments,
the building industry and the guarantor bodies.
I am hopeful that a final report will be made by the
working party in the near future.

PROHIBITION OF USE AND
POSSESSION OF METHAQUALONE AND
PHENCYCLIDINE
(Question No. 289)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Health:
1. Whether the Government has taken any action
to prohibit the use and possession of the drugs-(a)
Methaqualone; and (b) Phencyclidine?
2. Whether the Government has made recent enquiries into the use of these drugs in Victoria; ifnot, why?

Mr KOPEK (Minister of Health)-The answer is:
1. No. Such action concerning methaqualone has
been considered by the Victorian Poisons Advisory
Committee and the Poisons Schedules (~tanding)
Committee of the National Health and Medical Research Council. Both these bodies consider that it would
improperly disadvantage the very small but legitimate
number of middle aged and elderly people who use it
to assist night time sleep. Control of its use has been
satisfactorily accomplished by placing it in Schedule 8
of the Victorian Poisons Act. This move and the ban
on import imposed in 1981 are seen as reasons why
our monitoring records show small and decreasing use.
Similarly with phencyclidine which is recognized as
having a use in veterinary medicine, the answer is No.
We have no evidence of phencyclidine being used on
the street as a drug of abuse in Victoria. Phencyclidine
is also classified in Schedule 8 in Victoria and in the
Uniform Poisons Schedules of the National Health
and Medical Research Council. The position is also
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regarded as perfectly satisfactory by both our State and
Federal authorities.
2. Yes. This is a continuing function of the Drugs of
Dependence Unit of the Public Health Division. This
unit maintains surveillance over all Schedule 8 drugs
including the two being inquired about. One cogent
reason for placing them in Schedule 8 is for just this
purpose of constant surveillance.

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY
WELFARE SERVICES STAFF
(Question No. 6(0)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Community Welfare Services:
Whether the Minister has made any representations
for a review of staff in departments, authorities and
agencies within her administration; if not, why?

Mrs TONER (Minister for Community Welfare Services)-The answer is:
My department has undertaken a major mana,ement review, with the assistance ofthe Public Service
Board. A major redevelopment of the department resulting from that review is presently being implemented.

MINISTRY FOR ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT OIL CONSUMPTION
(Question No. 622)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:
What steps have been taken to conserve oil consumption within departments, authorities and agencies within his administration by instituting-(a) cost/
benefit studies into employee flexi-time and off-base
location; (b) replacement of oil-powered energy with
solar power; and (c) better use of energy through methods, engineering and personnel training?

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:
(a) Consider unnecessary.
(b) No possible replacement of oil-powered energy

with solar power.
(c) The best possible use of energy is already an
effective policy.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
EMPLOYEES
(Question No. 724)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Public Works:
1. Whether any employees of departments, authorities and agencies within his administration have been
granted permission to engage in outside employment;
if so, how many?
2. In which divisions such employees are employed,
indicating the approximate salary range and the nature
of the outside employment approved in each case?

Questions on Notice
Mr SIMPSON (Minister of Public Works)-

The answer is:

The following information relates to employees of
the Public Works Department who have been granted
permission under section 54 of the Public Service Act
to engage in employment outside the Public Service.
Name: Dann, Keith Harold
Oassification: Assistant Director (Operations) Class
"M-4"
Division: Second
Salary Range: $39 381
Nature of Outside Employment Approved: To engage in part-time employment outside normal
hours as a person licensed by the Commonwealth
Department of Transport to undertake compass
adjustments on vessels coming under the Australian Navigation Act and to accept remuneration
therefor.
Name: Enevoldson, Thyge Anderson
Classification: Senior Shipping Inspector, Class
"SE-3"
Division: Second
Salary Range: $29 076
Nature of Outside Employment Approved: To engage in part-time employment outside normal
hours as a person licensed by the Commonwealth
Department of Transport to undertake compass
adjustments on vessels coming under the Australian Navigation Act and to accept remuneration
therefor.
Name: Sims, John Robert
Classification: Shipping Inspector, Class "SE-2"
Division: Second
Salary Range: $25 983-$27 612
Nature of Outside Employment Approved: To engage in part-time employment outside normal
hours as a person licensed by the Commonwealth
Department of Transport to undertake compass
adjustments on vessels coming under the Australian Navigation Act and to accept remuneration
therefor.
Name: Nesser, Robert
Oassification: Administrative Officer, Class "C2"
Division: Second
Salary Range: $22 476-$23 617
Nature of Outside Employment Approved: To register as a tax agent under the Income Tax Assessment Act but not to accept remuneration therefor.
Your question relative to the three Port Authorities
responsible to the Minister of Public Works is answered as follows:
(i) Port of Melbourne Authority
Permission was given in December 1953 to an employee to complete Income Tax Returns. The person
concerned discontinued this \\. rk approximately ten
years ago and the PMA's approval has now lapsed.
Permission was given in August 1964 for an employee to perform the work of Honorary Secretary of
the Maritime Co-operative Limited which is a co-operative society of PMA employees and relatives. The
employee's present salary is $28 433 per annum.

Questions on Notice
Permission was given in August 1966 for an employee to perform the work of Honorary Treasurer of
the Maritime Co-operative Limited. The employee's
present salary is $39 408 per annum.
Between 14 December 1979 and 28 June 1982, the
PMA gave permission for seven employees to apply
for an Electrical Contractors Licence, pursuant to Section 31 of the Port of Melbourne Authority Act 1958.
It is understood that the reason for employees applying
for Contractor's Licences is to allow them to carry out
electrical wiring as self-employed persons outside their
normal working hours.
From time to time permission is given for employees to attend Defence Department Reserve Forces
training.
(ii) Port of Portland Authority
No person currently employed by this Authority has
been granted permission to engage in outside
employment.
(iii) Port of Geelong Authority
No person currently employed by this Authority has
been granted permission to engage in outside
employment.

ACCESS TO TOURISM DOCUMENTS
(Question No. 736)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development, in relation to
the administration of Tourism:
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A sub-committee on training has been established
by the FOI Implementation Committee to pursue a twostage training programme as follows:
(a) Training for senior and middle level executive
staff who will be required to ensure effective administration of the legislation, as well as those at operating
levels, in the requirements OfFOI;
(b) Commence the "professionalization" of the information management function by providing concentrated staff development in that field. Continuing
training programmes in both areas will be developed
as required.
3. Information technology is being actively considered and ifjustified on a cost basis it will be introduced
to facilitate the operation of FOI; Existing technology
in agencies may be adapted, where possible, to assist
the public.

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
(Question No. 737)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:
Whether any instructions have been issued regarding the preparation of answers to questions on notice
relating to tourism; if so, what are the details of such
instructions; if not, whether such instructions will be
issued and details provided to Parliament?

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:
The only instructions issued are that the questions

be answered as fully and as quickly as possible.
I. What is the name, designated position and departmental extension number of the officer or officers
charged with the duty of assisting persons seeking access to memoranda held by departments, authorities
and agencies within his administration?

TOURISM TECHNOLOGY
INFORMATION SYSTEMS
(Question No. 738)

2. What staff training programmes have been instituted to facilitate implementation of the proposed
Freedom of Information Act?

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:

3. What steps have been taken to utilize information technology systems in assisting enquirers to identify and locate specific documents and memoranda?

I. Whether any steps have been taken to ensure implementation of technology information systems by
departments, authorities and agencies administering
tourism within his administration in the areas of-(a)
financial data; (b) management reports; (c) correspondence; (d) preparation and publication of documents;
and (e) process control; ifso, what steps; if not, whether
he will ensure such action is taken?
2. Whether these organizations are participants in
the Japanese fifth generation computer programme; if
not, whether he will ensure such action is taken?

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:
1. Mr Peter H. Browne, Manager, Ministerial Services has been designated Manager, Freedom of Information, for organizations under my tourism Portfolio.
Mr Browne's extension number is 602 9470.
2. Three briefing sessions have been conducted by
the Public Service Board and the Inter-departmental
Committee on Implementation of the Proposed Freedom of Information Legislation for Permanent Heads,
chairman of major statutory authorities and appropriate senior officers. The Seminars were led by Mr Peter
Bayne, LL.B., J.D. (Chicago), Senior Lecturer in the
Legal Studies Department at La Trobe University and
currently a visiting research fellow at the Canberra College of Advanced Education.

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:
1. A senior officer of the Victorian Government
Travel Authority is investigating all aspects of improved technology. In accordance with standing instructions, close contact is maintained with the Director
of Computer Systems, Department of the Premier.
2. No; although the Government is aware of the
programme and will be monitoring its progress.
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TOURISM AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

TOURISM EMPLOYEES

(Question No. 739)

(Question No. 742)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:

Whether any steps were taken by the Minister on
appointment to office to revise the aims and objectives
of departments, authorities and agencies administering
tourism within his administration for implementation-(a) during the life of the 49th Parliament; and
(b) the 50th and succeeding Parliaments; if so, what
steps; if not, whether he will now take such action?

1. Whether any employees of departments, authorities and agencies administering tourism within his
administration have been granted permission to engage in outside employment; if so, how many?
2. In which divisions such employees are employed,
indicating the approximate salary range and the nature
ofthe outside employment approved in each case?

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:

(a) A revision of the Victorian Government Travel
Authority/Ministry for Tourism has already been undertaken by the Public Service Board in August 1981
and legislation creating the Victorian Tourism Commission was passed by the 49th Parliament.
A review of the Liquor Control Act is currently taking place and new legislation will be introduced into
the 50th Parliament.
(b) Further legislative action is not planned for the
50th and succeeding Parliaments.

1. The VGTA Ministry of Tourism is unaware of
any employee being engaged in outside employment.
2. Not applicable.

HIRING OF TOURISM STAFF

LAWS ADMINISTERED UNDER
TOURISM
(Question No. 743)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:

In what circumstances and on whose authority management consultants were engaged to hire Ministerial
staff specializing in tourism and what fees were paid?

Whether any steps have been taken to-(a) ensure
that no Victorian is ignorant of the laws administered
by departments, authorities and agencies administering tourism; (b) review all such laws, including subordinate legislation with respect to social relevance and
language comprehension in 1982; and (c) produce a
pocket guide to such laws; if so, what steps; if not,
whether the Minister will ensure that such action is
taken?

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:

(Question No. 740)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:

No management consultants were engaged to hire
Ministerial staf[

TOURISM EXPENDITURE
(Question No. 741)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:
What percentage of the vote of departments, authorities and agencies administering tourism was actually
spent in each of the months January to June 1981, and
January to June 1982 inclusive?

(a) Copies of all Acts under my Tourism Portfolio
are on public display in all offices controlled by the
Victorian Government Travel Authority, Ministry for
Tourism and Liquor Control Commission.
(b) Revision of this legislation is not required as all
Acts have been revised within the last two years or are
the subject of new legislation.
(c) A pocket guide to such laws is not necessary as
the Acts currently operating are simple, easy to understand legislation, in accordance with the Government's policy for plain English usage.

TOURISM STAFF
(Question No. 744)

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:

During the period January to June 1981,47 per cent
of the vote of departments, authorities and agencies
within my current administration was spent and for
the corresponding period in 1982, 51 per cent.

Whether the Minister has made any representations
for a review of staff in departments, authorities and
agencies administering tourism within his administration; if not, why?

Questions on Notice
Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:
A management consultancy review was conducted
by the Victorian Public Service Board in August 1981.
The recommendations made by this review were then
implemented as part of a new staff structure.
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Travel Authority Annual Report were in accordance
with the requirements of the Parliament.
5. (a) The cost ofproducinr the Victorian Government Travel Authority Annua Report and the Liquor
Control Commission Annual Report was $8 458.28.
(b) The cost of distribution of these publications
was $193.

TOURISM PUBLICATIONS

TOURISM MONITORING DEVICES

(Question No. 745)

(Question No. 746)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:

I. What annual reports and other publications are
issued by departments, authorities and aJencies administering tourism within his administration?
2. What was the cost of producing these publications?
3. What was the authority for these publications?
4. In cases where Parliament ordered such production whether its requirements have been met; if not,
why?
5. What was the cost of-(a) production; and (b)
distribution of these publications?

Whether any steps have been taken to install monitoring devices in departments, authorities and agencies
administerin~ tourism within his administration to record length, time and destination of outward telephone
calls and the extension from which each call was made;
if so, what steps; if not why?

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:
1. Annual reports and other publications issued by
departments, authorities and agencies within my
administration during the year 1981-82 are as follows:

Annual Report of the Victorian Government Travel
Authority
Annual Report ofthe Liquor Control Commission
Victoria-Australia Book
Victour Day Tours
Travel Victoria Magazine
Purchase of Town Brochures
Accommodation Lists
Regional Brochures
Victoria Map
Melbourne Map
Additional Accommodation Lists
What's Happening
Travel Victoria
Purchase of Town Brochures
Victour Brochures
Best of Victoria
Special Interest Fact Sheets
Melbourne Cup Brochures
Grand Final Brochures
International Brochures
Tourism Calendar
Purchase of Existing Brochures
Destination Victoria
Winery Guide
2. The cost of producing these publications was
$526635.87.
3. The Annual Report of the Liquor Control Commission was published pursuant to section 24 of the
Liquor Control Act 1968. All other publications were
authorized by the Board of the Victorian Government
Travel Authority in pursuance of section 14 (2) of the
Victorian Government Travel Authority Act 19T1.
4. The production of the Liquor Control Commission Annual Report and the Victorian Government

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:
No steps have been taken to install monitorin~ devices in departments, authorities and agencies Within
my tourism administration in relation to outward telephone calls. With the exception of a very small number
of telephones used by executives, all lines are STDbarred. It is therefore considered unnecessary to incur
the expenditure involved in installation of such monitoring devices.

ENTERTAINMENT EXPENDITURE
(Question No. 747)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:
1. What was the actual expenditure on entertainment and hospitality of departments, authorities and
agencies administenng tourism in 1981-82 and what
is the estimate for 1982-83?
2. What positions are held by the persons authorizing such expenditure?

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:
I. Departments, authorities and agencies within my
current administration, spent $14 903 in 1981-82 on
entertainment and hospitality. The estimate for
1982-83 is $17 000.
2. All expenditure is authorized by the Director
(Permanent Head).

TOURISM OIL CONSUMPTION
(Question No. 748)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:
What steps have been taken to conserve oil consumption within departments, authorities and agencies administering tourism within his administration
by instituting-(a) costjbenefit studies into employee
flex i-time and off-base location; (b) replacement of oilpowered energy with solar power; and (c) better use of
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energy through methods, engineering and personnel
training?

7. On what basis any decision not to introduce such
a programme was reached?

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:

No additional steps have been taken to conserve oil
consumption as existing policies are being effectively
carried out.
(a) Considered unnecessary;
(b) no possible replacement of oil-powered energy
with solar power;
(c) the best possible use of energy is already an effective policy.

TOURISM PURCHASES
(Question No. 749)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:
I. What purchases were made by the departments,
authorities and agencies administering tourism in
1981-82---(a) within Victoria; (b) interstate; and (c)
overseas?
2. Whether the Minister will make a commitment
to implement a procurement policy of positive discrimination in favour ofVictonan small business?

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:
I. Expenditure during 1981-82 by departments,
authorities and agencies within my current administration was:
(a) Within Victoria
$11 202 000
(b) Interstate
$651 000
(c) Overseas
$176 000
2. Departments, authorities and agencies within my
current administration will continue to make purchases in accordance with Government contracts and
procedures as determined by the State Tender Board.

TOURISM EQUAL OPPORTUNITY
PROGRAMME
(Question No. 750)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:
1. Whether departments, authorities and agencies
administering tourism within his administration have
an equal opportunities programme?
2. How long the programme has been in existence
and what are the aims of the programme?
3. How the aims of the programme are being met
and what is each organization's assessment of the success of the programme in achieving its aims?
4. Whether the programme is aimed at covering the
whole department or merely a section?
5. What are the procedures for union consultation
and involvement and what involvement the Equal Opportunity Board has in the programme?
6. Whether the programme has changed its priority
rating within each organization since its introduction?

1. Although the organization has never adopted a
formal programme it has always been the policy of the
VGTA/Ministry of Tourism to provide equal opportunity in such areas as employment, job transfers and
promotions.
2. The Victorian Public Service has set down guidelines for use in all areas where equal opportunity should
apply.
3. The past three years have reflected an attempt by
VGTA/Ministry of Tourism to accommodate a varied
cross-section of sex, race, colour and where appropriate the physically disabled.
4. Equal opportunities are aimed at covering all
departments.
5. The Victorian Public Service Association has actively been involved in many relevant negotiations
which could affect conditions of employment for employees, e.g. legislation. Personnel staff have attended
the Equal Opportunity Board's 1981 conference held
in Melbourne and literature from the Equal Opportunity Board is available for employees to read.
6. No.
7. Not applicable.

TOURISM FEMALE EMPWYEES
(Question No. 751)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:
1. How many women in the departments, authorities and agencies administering tourism within his
administration are---(a) first division officers or officers of comparable status; and (b) second division officers, indicating the positions they occupy? .
2. What total percentage of first and second division
employees are women?
3. What total percentage of employees are women?

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:
1. (a) Female First Division Officers
(b) Female Second Division Officers

Nil
45

Positions heldPersonnel Manager
Personnel Officer
Personal Assistant to the Director

1

2
Salaries Officer
Assistant Manager-Melbourne Travel Centre
Senior Travel Consultant
Travel Consultant

27
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Administrative Officers
6
Market Research Officer
Tour Developer
Field Liaison Officer
Manager-Tasmania
Manager-Publicity/Promotions
·1
2. Total percentage of women first and second division employees-2Q.8 per cent.
3. Total percentage of women employees-39·8 per
cent.

TOURISM "STRETCHING" TAXPAYERS'
DOLLAR
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3. Not applicable.

MINISTRY OF HOUSING EMPLOYEES
(Question No. 760)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Housing:
I. Whether any employees of departments, authorities and agencies within his administration have been
granted permission to engage in outside employment;
if so, how many?

(Question No. 752)

2. In which divisions such employees are employed,
indicating the approximate salary range and the nature
of the outside employment approved in each case?

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:

Mr CATHIE (Minister of Housing)-The answer is:

1. What steps the Minister has taken since taking
office to "stretch" the taxpayers' dollar in the administration of tourism through-(a) organization and
method reviews~ and (b) staff reviews?
2. What expenditures have been curtailed, and revenues increased, as a result of such reviews?

This information is not readily available and preparation will involve unreasonable time and effort.

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:
1. (a) Organization and method reviews of the Victorian Government Travel Authority were undertaken
by the Public Service Board in 1981;
(b) Staff reviews are undertaken on a continuing
basis. Constant monitoring occurs to ensure optimum
use of the taxpayers' dollar.
2. Modern and effective management techniques are
employed to ensure curtailing of expenditures and increases in revenue. Exact measurements are not available as it is considered that the cost in obtaining this
information could not be warranted by the expense.

TOURISM REPRESENTATION OF TRADE
UNIONS

MINISTRY OF HOUSING FEMALE
EMPWYEES
(Question No. 769)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Housing:
1. How many women in the departments, authorities and agencies within his administration are-(a)
first division officers or officers of comparable status;
and (b) second division officers, indicating the positions they occupy?
2. What total percentage of first and second division
employees are women?

3. What total percentage of employees are women?
Mr CATHIE (Minister of Housing)-The answer is:

(Question No. 753)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:
1. Which statutory authorities administering tourism within the responsibility of the Minister have provision for elected representatives or trade union
nominated representatives on their boards?
2. What is the basis of their representation and when
it was established?
3. Who are the current trade union representatives
and who held the positions previously?

Mc CA THIE (Minister for Economic Devel,opment)-The answer is:
1. Nil.
2. Not applicable.

1. (a) One acting First Division officer who is on
secondment from the Office of the Premier and Cabinet

(b) Eighty-two Second Division officers including:

71 Administrative Officers
3 Architects
3 Draughting Officers
2

Display Officers
Project Manager
Town Planner
Engineer

2. 23 per cent of First and Second Division officers
are women.
3. 26 per cent of officers and employees are women.
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MINISTRY OF HOUSING
"STRETCHING" TAXPAYERS' DOLLAR

2. It is impossible to estimate any savings or revenue increases caused by these changes.

(Question No. 770)

MINISTRY OF HOUSING
REPRESENTATION OF TRADE UNIONS

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Housing:
1. What steps the Minister has taken since taking
office to "stretch" the taxpayers' dollar through-(a)
organization and method reviews; and (b) staff reviews?
2. What expenditures have been curtailed, and revenues increased, as a result of such reviews?

Mr CATHIE (Minister of Housing)-The answeris:
1. (a) The Ministry of Housing employs a Methods
Officer for the specific purpose of undertaking a continuous review of work methods and office systems. During the present Ministry, major initiatives have taken
place in mechanizing labour-intensive office and administrative procedures. Specific projects include the
introduction of a large shared-logic word processing
system and the rationalization of document reproduction facilities.
In view of the perceived importance of this role of
review and innovation, a position of Records Manager
was created in 1982 in order to provide more specialized service in the area of providing effective management information systems and ensuring that prime
office accommodation is not used for the storage of
inactive or obsolete material.
Although projects such as those described can involve considerable initial capital investment, cost-benefit analysis shows that the Ministry's policy of
upgrading systems provides long-term economies in
terms of the taxpayers' dollar.
(b) Major strides have been made in the past twelve
months in revamping the Ministry of Housing both in
its organizational framework and in the redeployment
of its staff to meet current demands.
A new division has been established which combines and rationalizes the functions of several former
divisions under one general manager.
The increase in efficiency which this move brings is
difficult to quantify. It allows policy formulation in the
areas of development and redevelopment of housing
stock to be more closely integrated with policy in property management, purchasing and sales, and ensures
that the necessary research and investigation work being
carried out both for formulation and implementation
of these policies does not become remote or isolated
from 'real' issues.
The establishment of a new Division of Management Services, in line with current thinking, in corporate structures is also well -under way. This will
rationalize the hitherto separate functions which serviced the Ministry'S top management, such as Finance,
Secretariat, Personnel and Records Management under one General Manager and allow for a closer. more
efficient integration of policy advice to top management on budget planning, manpower resource planning and personnel management.
A full-scale overhaul of the major servicing functions to the Ministry is part of the organizational work
involved in setting up a Management Services Division.

(Question No. 771)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Housing:
1. Which statutory authorities within the responsibility of the Minister have provision for elected representatives or trade union nominated representatives
on their boards?
2. What is the basis of their representation and when
it was established?
3. Who are the current trade union representatives
and who held the positions previously?

Mr CATHIE (Minister of Housing)-The answer is:
1. There are no elected representatives on any statutory authorities within the responsibility ofthe Ministry of Housing. However, the Government Employee
Housing Authority has one trade union-nominated
member, who is appointed by the Minister.
2. Section 3 (I) of the Government Employee
Housing Act 1981 is the basis of his representation.
3. Mr Andrew Edwards of the Victorian Secondary
Teachers Association is the current representative on
the authority and has been since the authority's
inception.

HEALTH COMMISSION EMPLOYEES
(Question No. 778)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Health:
1. Whether any emllloyees of departments, authorities and agencies within his administration have been
J!3Dted permission to engage in outside employment;
If so, how many?
2. In which divisions such employees are employed,
indicating the approximate salary ra~e and the nature
of the outside employment approved ID each case?

Mr ROPER (Minister of Health)-The answeris:
1. Yes.
2. In the Mental Health Division, 99 staff have received Ministerial approval to engage in up to 3 hours
of private psychiatric or medical practice per week.
The salaries of these staff range from $54141 to
$36 442 per annum.

HEALTH COMMISSION PUBLICATIONS
(Question No. 781)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Health:
1. What annual reports and other pUblications are
issued by departments, authorities and agencies within
his admmistration?
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2. What was the cost of producing these publications?
3. What was the authority for these publications?
4. In cases where Parliament ordered such production whether its requirements have been met; if not,
why?
5. What was the cost of-(a) production; and (b)
distribution of these publications?

Mr ROPER (Minister of Health)-The answer is:
All Statutory Boards under my administration are
required by their enabling legislation to report annually and where required such reports are submitted
to Parliament.
The cost of these publications in terms of production
and distribution varies according to the requirements
of the individual bodies. All such costs are met by the
bodies concerned.

HEALTH COMMISSION EQUAL
OPPORTUNITY PROGRAMME
(Question No. 786)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Health:
1. Whether departments, authorities and agencies
within his administration have an equal opportunities
programme?
2. How long the programme has been in existence
and what are the aims of the programme?
3. How the aims of the programme are being met
and what is each organization's assessment of the success of the programme in achieving its aims?
4. Whether the programme is aimed at covering the
whole department or merely a section?
5. What are the procedures for union consultation
and involvement and what involvement the Equal 0pportunity Board has in the programme?
6. Whether the programme has changed its priority
rating within each organization since its introduction?
7. On what basis any decision not to introduce such
a programme was reached?

Mr ROPER (Minister of Health)-The answer is:
Equal opportunity has been the policy of the Victorian Government and the Public Service since 1975.
In accordance with this policy, selection is based on
merit and all applications are assessed regardless of
sex, marital status, race, ethnicity or disability.
A venues for redress are available for employees as
they are for the general public.
This policy has obviated the need for departments,
authorities and agencies within my administration to
develop individual equal opportunity programmes.
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HEALTH COMMISSION FEMALE
EMPWYEES
(Question No. 787)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Health:
1. How many women in the de~ments, authorities and agencies within his admmistration are-(a)
first division officers or officers of comparable status;
and (b) second division officers, indicating the positions they occupy?
2. What total percentage of first and second division
employees are women?
3. What total percentage of employees are women?

Mr ROPER (Minister of Health)-The answer is:
1. The number of women within the Health Commission who are(a) First Division Officers total 7; and
(b) Second Division Officers total 368.
The office occupied by the women in the second
division are as follows:
Administrative Officer Oass "A I (I)"
Administrative Officer Oass "A"
Administrative Officer Oass "B I"
Administrative Officer Oass "B"
Administrative Officer Oass "C2"
Administrative Officer Oass "Cl"
Administrative Officer Oass "C'
Administrative Officer Oass "E"
Pre-School/Day Training Centre Advisers "ADI-2-

3"

Architect "AR-2"
Audiologist "AV-I"
Dietitian "ST-I"i'ST-3"
Health Education Officer "HE-I"i'HE-2"
Engineer "E-2"
Kindergartener "K-I"
Medical Officer "MO-I"
Medical Officer "M0-2"
Psychologist "P-I"
Psychologist "P-2"
Psychologist "P-3"
Psycholopst "P-4"
PharmaCIst "PC-I"
Pharmacist "PC-3"
Occupational Therapist "T-I"
Occupational Therapist "T-2"i'3"i'4"
Occupational Therapist "T-2A"
Occupational Therapist "T-5"
Occupational Therapist "T-6"
Research Officer "R0-3"
Scientific Officer "SO-I"
Scientific Officer "S0-2"
Scientific Officer "S0-3"
Scientific Officer "S0-5"
Speech Therapist "T-I"
Social Worker "SW-2"
Social Worker "SW-3"
Supervisor Food Services "ST-6"
Social Worker "SW-4"
Social Worker "SW-6"
Dental Officers "00-1/2"
Physiotherapist "T-I"
Physiotherapist "T-2"
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Physiotherapist "T-3"
Physiotherapist "T-4"
Physiotherapist "T-6"
Training Officer "TO-3"
Welfare Officer "W-7"
2. The total percentage of First and Second Division
officers who are women is 37 per cent.
3. Of the total number of officers in the First, Second and Third Divisions, 50 per cent are women.

FORMS ISSUED BY MINISTRY FOR
POLICE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES

Mr ROPER (Minister of Health)-The answeris:
1. Members of the Children's Services Review Task
For-ce represent a wide cross section of the groups involved in different aspects of children's services, to
ensure that all viewpoints are represented in the deliberations leading to the final report.
The members and the groups in which they have an
interest or concern are as follows:
DavidGreen

(Question No. 974)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:

Lynne Wannan
Max Liddell

Whether he is taking action to ensure that all forms
issued by departments, authorities and agencies within
his admmistration conform to the requirements of s0cial relevance and language comprehension in 1982; if
so, what action; if not, whether he will take such action?

Janet Elefsiniotis

Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services)- The answer is:

Solange Shapiro

Forms issued by the organizations under my control
are under constant review. However, if the honourable
member has any particular form he considers should
be revised from the viewpoint of social relevance and
language comprehension, I would be happy to receive
his advice.

Frank Purcell

FORMS ISSUED UNDER TOURISM

Graham Atkinson

Audrey Grant
Patsy Sebastion

Lee Tregloan

(Question No. 984)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:
Whether he is taking action to ensure that all forms
issued by departments, authorities and agencies administenng tourism within his administration conform to the requirements of social relevance and
language comprehension in 1982; if so, what action; if
not, whether he will take such action?

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:
Forms issued by the organizations under my control
are under constant review. However, if the honourable
member has any particular form he considers should
be revised from the viewpoint of social relevance and
language comprehension in 1982, I would be happy to
receive his advice.

CHILDREN'S SERVICES REVIEW
COMMITTEE
(Question No. 1004)

Mr EVANS (Ballarat North) asked the Minister of Health:
1. What are the names of the members of the Children's Services Review Committee?
2. When the committee commenced its inquiry?
3. When it is expected the committee will complete
its inquiry?

TrudyWyse
Lorraine Hoff
Rosalie Kinson
Or Allan
Carmichael
Sue White
Yolande
Wadsworth
Sue Morris

Assistant Director, Brotherhood of St. Laurence
(Convenor).
Community Child Care
Residential Care, Children's
Welfare Association.
Ethnic, Vic. Co-operative on
Children's Services for EthnicGroups.
Aboriginal
Child
Care
Association.
Local Government, Municipal
Association of Victoria.
Country, Early Childhood Development Programme,
Shepparton.
Royal Australian Nursing
Federation.
Institute of Early Childhood
Development.
Australian
Pre-Schools
Association.
Children's Services Development Officer.
Disability Resource Centre.
Kindergarten Teachers Association of Victoria.
Royal Children's Hospital.
Trades Hall Council.
Part-time Research
Part-time Research.

The review will soon be calling for submissions from
all interested groups and members of the public.
2. The Review Committee was announced jointly
by the Minister of Health, the Minister for Community
Welfare Services and the Minister of Education on 28
September. The inquiry commenced straight away.
3. The review is expected to be completed in nine
months.

SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS OF
COMPANIES
(Question No. 1013)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Attorney-General:
Since 1975 which companies have been or are the
subject of special investigations as provided for under
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the Companies Act 1961 specifying-(a) the date of
commencement and, where applicable, the date of
completion and the cost of such investigations; (b)
whether the company was wound-up as a result of
investigations; and (c) whether such investigations have
led to prosecutions under the Crimes Act 1958 or the
Companies Act 1961 and, in that event, which companies were prosecuted and what was the result in each
case?
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Mr CAIN (Attomey-General)-The answer is:
By letter dated 28 February 1983 the honourable
member was advised as follows:
The following table sets out the information requested by the honourable member, being in relation
to companies which have been or are currently the
subject of special investigations as provided for under
Part VIA ofthe Companies Act 1961 since 1975. The
information is current as at 3 December 1982.
Prosecutions
Companies
Act 1961

Crimes
Act 19S8

$28S 26S See Appendix 'B'

Nil

Nil

Nov. 1981

$40029S

Nil

Nil

Nil

Continuing

$20850
to date.

Nil

Nil

Nil

Investigations
Commenced

Investigations
Completed

32 Companies.
See Appendix 'A'

D. A. Crawford

IS.4.7S

29.4.77

923 Companies.
See Appendix 'C'

D. J. LaFranchi
P. W. T. McCabe

IS.11.78

9 Companies.
See Appendix 'D'

I. B.Jackson

IS.8.79

Companies

APPENDIX 'A'
Acortar Ply. Ltd.
Alco Homes Ply. Ltd.
Alex Daniels Ply. Ltd.
AIguien Ply. Ltd.
Binnuk Estates Ply. Ltd.
Brill Investments Ply. Ltd.
Danbry Ply. Ltd.
Danton Pastoral Ply. Ltd.
Denbar Ply. Ltd.
Dufy Investments Ply. Ltd.
Durable Fibrous Plaster Ply. Ltd.
Hamana Ply. Ltd.
G. F. Harvey Investments Ply. Ltd.
G. F. Harvey Plumbing & Plumbing Supplies Ply.
Ltd.
Hildran Ply. Ltd.
Home Investments Ply. Ltd.
Hull Constructions Ply. Ltd.
Japaddy Joinery Ply. Ltd.
Katatura Estates Ply. Ltd.
Kengear Industries Ply. Ltd.
Kilpara Development Ply. Ltd.
L. M. & J. L. Ply. Ltd.
Latrobe Court Ply. Ltd.
Lemke Investments Ply. Ltd.
Loca Investments Ply. Ltd.
Mayward Ply. Ltd.
Pasadera Holdings Ply. Ltd.
D. J. Ryan Ply. Ltd.
Six Nine Seven Ply. Ltd.
Straw Investments Ply. Ltd.
Talhur Investments Ply. Ltd.
Tama Investments Ply. Ltd.
APPENDIX 'B'
AIguien Ply. Ltd.
Binnuk Estates Ply. Ltd.
Danbry Ply. Ltd.
Danton Pastoral Ply. Ltd.
Dufy Investments Ply. Ltd.
Durable Fibrous Plaster Ply. Ltd.
Hamana Ply. Ltd
Home Investments Ply. Ltd.

Cost 0/
Investigations

Companies
Wound up

Inspector(s)
Appointed

Hull Constructions Ply. Ltd.
Japaddy Joinery Ply. Ltd.
Katatura Estates Ply. Ltd.
Kilpara Development Ply. Ltd.
Latrobe Court Pty. Ltd.
Lemke Investments Pty. Ltd.
Loca Investments Ply. Ltd.
Pasadera Holdings Pty. Ltd.
Straw Investments Pty. Ltd.
Talhur Investments Pty. Ltd.
APPENDIX 'C'
Navillus Ply. Ltd.
Boon Spa Ply. Ltd.
Belan Ply. Ltd.
F. E. Oldmeadow Pty. Ltd.
Egfil Ply. Ltd.
Trustee Estates Realisation Co. Ply. Ltd.
Mahonia Ply. Ltd.
The Lane Medicine Co. Ply. Ltd.
Sunshine Development Co. Ply. Ltd.
Sorrento Development Co. Ply. Ltd.
Analytics Corporation Pty. Ltd.
Heidelberg Development Co. Ply. Ltd.
Mileara Land Development Co. Pty. Ltd.
Tradeloans Ply. Ltd.
Seaford Investments & Development Co. Ply. Ltd.
Kaora Properties Pty. Ltd.
Kooyon~ Motor Service Ply. Ltd.
John Qumn (Australia) Ply. Ltd.
Vickery Engineering Pty. ltd.
R. H. G. Investments Pty. Ltd.
The Carton Co. Pty. Ltd.
Baggs & Co. Pl)'. Ltd.
United SubdiVlsional and Finance Co. Ply. Ltd.
Nenagh Signs Ply. Ltd.
W. G. Butler & Son Pty. Ltd.
C. R. Kennedy (Overseas) Ply. Ltd.
Treamog Ltd.
Target Investments Ptl: Ltd.
Victoria Park Motors nr. Ltd.
Carmel Box Manufactunng Co. Pty. Ltd.
Highett Investments Pty. Ltd.
Doyles Dry Deaners Pty. Ltd.
First Pinscrobe Pty. Ltd.
Trison Ply. Ltd.
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Yenka Pty. Ltd.
Fourth Pinscrobe Pty. Ltd.
Third Pinscrobe Pty. Ltd.
Second Hambrose Pty. Ltd.
Fifth Pinscrobe Pty. Ltd.
Linmasaee Pty. Ltd.
Suburban Construction Ply. Ltd.
F. Radin & Son Pty. Ltd.
Third Hambrose Ply. Ltd.
Fineware Fashions Ply. Ltd.
K. G. S. Ply. Ltd.
Clifford Bryan Proprietary Limited
Griffiths Towels Proprietary Limited
Rae James Pty. Ltd.
No. 16 Nem Ply. Ltd.
Super Duper Hoods Ply. Ltd.
991 Rathdowne Street Pty. Limited
Fifth Rambora Ply. Ltd.
P. & M. Harbig (Queensland) Proprietary Limited
Third Rambora Ply. Ltd.
Second Rambora Ply. Ltd.
Goodbye Paine Pty. Ltd.
Artknit Creations Proprietary Limited
Conway Manufacturing Co. Proprietary Limited
Sunshine Tomato Products Proprietary Limited
Modern Poultry Company Proprietary Limited
Dissi Bowtell Pty. Ltd.
Fourth Hambrose Ply. Ltd.
Hoddle Packing Company Proprietary Limited
Steam & Fuel Supply Proprietary Limited
London Pastrymlx Propnetary Limited
Australian Berry Baskets Company Proprietary
Limited
Corylopsis Pty. Ltd.
A. V. H. Electrical Industries Ply. Limited
Eydeg Proprietary Limited
Totara Electrics Pty. Ltd.
Second Pinscrobe Ply. Ltd.
First Rambora Ply. Ltd.
Anchor Slide Fastener Corporation Proprietary
Limited
P. H. Wearing Mills Proprietary Limited
Joman (1976) Ply. Ltd.
Seventh Hambrose Ply. Ltd.
Moulded Specialties Proprietary Limited
Notara Proprietary Limited
Dardar Pty. Ltd.
Venus Sportswear Ply. Ltd.
Vickery Board Co. Proprietary Limited
J. H. Wilkinson Proprietary Limited
J. H. Wilkinson Agencies Proprietary Limited
Eagle View Proprietary Limited
Chevron Motors Proprietary Limited
Radins Investments Proprietary Limited
Brustman Investments Ply. Ltd.
D. Hayes Proprietary Limited
Niac Investments Ply. Ltd.
Fourth Rambora Pty. Ltd.
Elizabeth Lodge Ply. Ltd.
Twenty-second Kalamandar Ply. Ltd.
Sandra Mfg. Co. Ply. Ltd.
A. D. P. Investments Ply. Ltd.
Raeburn Investments Ply. Ltd.
Pyracantha Ply. Ltd.
R. K. D. Pty. Ltd.
Archwell Developments Ply. Ltd.
Esplanade Hotels Ply. Ltd.
Mayston Investment Co. Ply. Ltd.
Orcadia Investment Ply. Ltd.
Parkside Investment Pty. Ltd.
Glenmo Investments Ply. Ltd.
Glenmo Holdings Ply. Ltd.

Questions on Notice
Glenmo Ply. Ltd.
Mouldspec Ply. Ltd.
Hardavtes Pty. Ltd.
Fiftieth Liora Holdings Ply. Ltd.
Domain Distributors Ply. Ltd.
Third Laiceps Ply. Ltd.
Fourth Laieeps Ply. Ltd.
No. 14 Nem Ply. Ltd.
Camb Associates Ply. Ltd.
Beta Toys Pty. Ltd.
P & M Foundry Holdings Ply. Ltd.
Topsho~ Ply. Ltd.
Dardar (Alterations) Ply. Ltd.
Nartok Pty. Ltd.
Kestin Knitting Mills Ply. Ltd.
Commission Dyers and Finishers (Vic.) Ply. Ltd.
Saxifaga Ply. Ltd.
Spring P~Co. Ply. Ltd.
SIxteenth Elam Ply. Ltd.
Fameux Hosiery Mills Distributors Ply. Ltd.
Dudley-Williams Investments Ply. Ltd.
Eva Investments Ply. Ltd.
Fifteenth Elam Ply. Ltd.
L. N. Holdings Pty. Ltd.
Eighteenth Laieeps Ply. Ltd.
Sotex Fabrics Ply. Ltd.
Dardar (Malvern) Ply. Ltd.
Vogue Dry Oeaners Ply. Ltd.
Jacksonville Ply. Limited
Egoz Nominees Ply. Ltd.
Emilco Bucci Proprietary Limited
Ration Investments Proprietary Limited
Josbor Manufacturing Company Proprietary Limited
Skimmia Ply. Ltd.
~co Traders Proprietary Limited
Biltmore Investments Limited
J. & L. Holdings Proprietary Limited
Cavalcade Holdings Proprietary Limited
Hanfay Oothing Co. Proprietary Limited
Ada Holdings Proprietary Limited
Lena Holdings Proprietary Limited
J. H. W. Investments Proprietary Limited
Sussex Mansions Proprietary Limited
Edals Bros. Knitting Mills Ply. Ltd.
Nardro ~. Ltd.
S. P. Fashions Proprietary Limited
J. L. S. Investments Ply. Limited
Morrow Holdings ~Ltd.
Lancaster Holdings
. Ltd.
Glen Foundry Ply. L
R. J. & L. H. kosenfield (Fruit) Proprietary Limited
~uyer Ply. Ltd.
Eighth Hambrose Ply. Ltd.
Tenth Hambrose Ply. Ltd.
Sixth Hambrose Ply. Ltd.
Sixteenth Kalamandar Ply. Ltd.
Allied Fruit Preserving Co. Proprietary Limited
169 Noone Street Ply. Ltd.
Dardar (Collins Street) Ply. Ltd.
Southern Dynamics Ply. Limited
Tenjad Holdings Ply. Ltd.
Arhmar Investments Ply. Limited
Vilin Ply. Ltd.
Lincoln (Broadbeach) Proprietary Limited
Exhibition Bakeries (M~ment) Pty. Ltd.
S. R. R. Wholesalers (Vie.) Ply. Ltd.
Medray Ply. Limited
Mednin Ply. Limited
Russell Richard Proprietary Limited
Sing Nominees Proprietary Limited
Twen~-fourth K.alamandar Pty. Ltd
Quodlibet Ply. Ltd.

Questions on Notice
Collins Investments Pty. Ltd.
Eira Court Pty. Ltd.
Aneew Investments Pty. Ltd.
Chadstone Park Pty. Ltd.
Inshewan Pty. Ltd.
Papatoetoe Pty. Ltd.
Buvelot Pty. Ltd.
First Yaksaleman Pty. Ltd.
B. C. D. Holdings Pty. Ltd.
Wright Bros. Development Pty. Ltd.
473 Lygon Street Pty. Ltd.
Athol Development Pty. Ltd.
Ellmoor Heights Pty. Ltd.
Pancramic Heights Pty. Ltd.
Syndal Heights Pty. Ltd.
Condon Estate Pty. Ltd.
Wonda Development Pty. Ltd.
Altmira Investment Corporation Pty. Ltd.
C. R. Kennedy (Sales) Pty. Ltd.
Bella Vista Estate Pty. Ltd.
Stanbar Consolidated Pty. Ltd.
Fine View Estate Pty. Ltd.
Mountain View Estate Pty. Ltd.
Kardi Investments Pty. Ltd.
A. L. Holdings Pty. Ltd.
Schizostylis Pty. Ltd.
Louisseen Pty. Ltd.
Jein Pty. Ltd.
D. J. Stanley Pty. Ltd.
Valley Investments Pty. Ltd.
Bibus Pty. Ltd.
W. & I. Investments Pty. Ltd.
Velon Investments Pty. Ltd.
Victoria Parade Holdings Pty. Ltd.
H. & W. Constructions Pty. Ltd.
N. W. Holdings Pty. Ltd.
Ooldrod Pty. Ltd.
C. W. M. Holdings Pty. Ltd.
Hampstead Constructions Pty. Ltd.
Finesmead Pty. Ltd.
Timewear Pty. Ltd.
Famol Development Pty. Ltd.
Eglington Pastoral Co. Pty. Ltd.
Lora Textiles Proprietary Limited
R. & R. Pastoral Co. Pty. Ltd.
Sixteenth Laiceps Pty. Ltd.
Betsworth Pty. Ltd.
Ranco Investments Pty. Ltd.
Rubenstein Investments Pty. Ltd.
A. & M. Properties Pty. Ltd.
Leo Investments Proprietary Limited
Thornhill Pastoral Company Pr0t>rietary Limited
A. & M. Millson Proprietary Limited
Santalum Proprietary Limited
Biltmore Holdings Pty. Ltd.
Factory Investments Proprietary Limited
Sportscraft Showrooms (N.S. W.) Proprietary Limited
Villosus Building Co. Pty. Ltd.
C. P. R. Trading & Investments Co. Pty. Ltd.
Pacific Shoes Co. ~. Ltd.
Darry Proprietary Limited
Landhill Homes Pty. Ltd.
Northern Territory Consolidated Proprietary Limited
Sycad Pty. Limited
Clarendon Milling Pty. Limited
Market Processing Pty. Limited
Esordoog Pty. Ltd.
.
T. A. L. Stephenson Proprietary Limited
Highlight Properties Ply. Limited
Rodleigh Pty. Ltd.
Mast Distributors (Vic.) Proprietary Limited
Patross Knitting Mills Pty. Limited
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Valleyview Estate Pty. Limited
H. D. C. Investments Pty. Ltd.
Ferny Vale Estate Pty. Limited
Seventeenth Laiceps Ply. Ltd.
Parking Development Ply. Limited
Edals Knitwear Pty. Ltd.
Samuel & Co. Pty. Limited
Albion Clothing Factory Pty. Limited
Sacdiok Ply. Ltd.
Edals Bros. Distributors Pty. Ltd.
Woodburn Heights Pty. Limited
Second Yaksaleman Pty. Ltd.
No. 15 Nem Pty. Ltd.
Benevalt Pty. Ltd.
Villosus (Vic.) Pty. Ltd.
Prahran Car Radio (Wholesale) Pty. Ltd.
Dopey Ply. Ltd.
Cyborg Corporation (Australia) Pty. Ltd.
Dagola Court Pty. Ltd.
Myrtleford Timber & Trading Co. Pty. Ltd.
Jaywinhold Pty. Ltd.
Saxberry Enterprises Pty. Ltd.
Parkside Pty. Ltd.
Dobra Development Co. Pty. Ltd.
Brown-Gouie (Bendigo) Pty. Ltd.
Eleventh BOV Pty. Ltd.
Fifteenth BOV Pty. Ltd.
Nineteenth BOV Pty. Ltd.
Fourteenth BOV Pty. Ltd.
Thirteenth BOY Pty. Ltd.
Tenth BOV Pty. Ltd.
Eighth BOV Pty. Ltd.
Third BOV Pty. Ltd.
Renown-Ashley Pty. Ltd.
Riddell Investments Pty. Ltd.
Carleon Pty. Ltd.
D.T.Z.Z. Nominees Pty. Ltd.
Charles Lodge Pty. Ltd.
Yoga Ply. Ltd.
Jolson lioldings Pty. Ltd.
RV. Pty. Ltd.
R & W. Hardware Supplies Pty. Ltd.
Willjones Ply. Ltd.
Etaproc Pty. Ltd.
Conensco Pty. Ltd.
Rosemore Lodge Pty. Ltd.
Sandra Trading Pty. Ltd.
Speed.ex Development Pty. Ltd.
Zamek Holdings Pty. Ltd.
Kestin Distributors Pty. Ltd.
Eighteenth Kalamandar Pty. Ltd.
Twentieth Kalamandar Pty. Ltd.
Twenty-first Kalamandar Ply. Ltd.
Ninteenth Kalamandar Pty. Ltd.
Saville Properties Pty. Ltd.
Anne Nicola Pty. Ltd.
H. Abourizk & Co. Pty. Ltd.
Brooks McGlashan (1961) Pty. Ltd.
Linds Textiles (Sales) Pty. Ltd.
Majestic Constructions (Australia) Ply. Ltd.
Emicracious Ply. Ltd.
Vidar Constructions Pty. Ltd.
Second BOV Ply. Ltd.
Seventeenth BOY Pty. Ltd.
First BOV Pty. Ltd.
Fourth BOV Pty. Ltd.
Fifth BOV Pty. Ltd.
Twelfth BOV Pty. Ltd.
Eighteenth BOY Pty. Ltd.
Twentieth BOV Ply. Ltd.
Seventh BOV Pty. Ltd.
Sixth BOY Pty. Ltd.
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Ninth BGV Pty. Ltd.
Sixteenth BGV Pty. Ltd.
Palmerston Secretariat Pty. Ltd.
H. and H. Spring Pty. Ltd.
Magnin Pty. Ltd.
Austral Supply Co. Pty. Ltd.
Mansutti Bros. Pty. Ltd.
Southern Products Pty. Ltd.
Gasbourne Pty. Ltd.
Resaknit Pty. Ltd.
Jamson Bippi Pty. Ltd.
Venus Motor & Body Works Pty. Ltd.
W. F. Montague Cool Stores Pty. Ltd.
Argyle Street Pty. Ltd.
Vidar Investments Pty. Ltd.
Nebraska Investments Pty. Ltd.
Louisiana Investments Pty. Ltd.
Gundesta Pty. Ltd.
Second Laiceps Pty. Ltd.
Twenty-ninth Laiceps Pty. Ltd.
First Laiceps Pty. Ltd.
Romalda Pty. Ltd.
Studio Coffee Lounge Ply. Ltd.
Rosemark Investments Pty. Ltd.
Progress Shoes Pty. Ltd.
Hesse Bros. Electrical Sales Pty. Ltd.
nec Pty. Ltd.
Enigma Pty. Ltd.
Fifth Rafar Pty. Ltd.
Richard Blau Sales Proprietary Limited
J an son Wheeli Pty. Ltd.
Janson Coibi Pty. Ltd.
Janson Hydi Pty. Ltd.
No. 18 Nem Pty. Ltd.
Midland Housing Proprietary Limited
pagnell Investment Corporation Pty. Ltd.
Texhouse Consolidated Proprietary Limited
Romya (Victoria) Pt)'. Limited
Perl Holdings Propnetary Limited
Finray Sheetmetal Pty. Limited
Jeffrey Holdings Proprietary Limited
Classknit Pty. Limited
Eranthis Pty. Ltd.
Hofmann Dry Oeaners Pty. Limited
P. Montanaro Proprietary Limited
Chain & David Pty. Ltd.
Wonder Wash Properties Proprietary Limited
Bridge Acceptance Pty. Ltd.
Kinross Developments Pty. Limited
Consolidated Laundry Services Proprietary Limited
Schon's Fashions Proprietary Limited
Imbabura Pty. Ltd.
Giovenco Corrosion Control (Vie.) Pty. Limited
Genmac Proprietary Limited
Rudanco Pty. Limited
P & M Foundary Sales, Proprietary Limited
Alric Pty. Limited
Wiltrade (Victoria) Pty. Ltd.
Ninth Hambrose Pty. Ltd.
Whachie Pty. Ltd.
Six Creswick Street Proprietary Limited
D. O. Wood Pty. Ltd.
W. P. H. Farewell Pty. Ltd.
384 Gilbert Road Pty. Ltd.
Wholesalers Goodbye Pty. Ltd.
Jolian Pty. Ltd.
The Belle Watchmaker & Jeweller Proprietary
Limited
K.. J. B. Properties Proprietary Limited
Gillewis Adios Pty. Ltd.
Hercules Concrete Company Proprietary Limited
W. T. B. Goodbye Ply. Ltd.

N. & A. Porreca Proprietary Limited
Second Rafar Pty. Ltd.
Lunardi & Marcato Pty. Ltd.
B. A. A. J. Pty. Ltd.
Thirtieth Laiceps Pty. Ltd.
Andrew Linton Ply. Ltd
Talcos Adios Pty. Ltd.
Golrose Pty. Ltd.
C. B. L. M. Holdings Pty. Ltd.
Smith & Osbourne Pty. Ltd.
Sixth Rafar Pty. Ltd.
Blankiva Industries Pty. Ltd.
Antonio Rotar Pty. Ltd.
Ancilia Rotar Proprietary Limited
Pratma Pty. Ltd.
M. & R. Butt Investments Ply. Ltd.
Pohl Industries Pty. Ltd
Barknight Investments Ply. Ltd.
Stafay Investments Pty. Ltd.
S. & A. Monde Ply. Ltd.
T. & G. Tauber }{oldings Pty. Ltd.
Amalah Pty. Ltd.
Rodandwend Pty. Ltd.
Askow Philadelphian (Armadale) Pty. Ltd.
ViIlosus (Australia) Pty. Ltd.
Architectural Home Plans Ply. Ltd.
Withers Development Pty. Ltd.
Buratto Constructing Co. Pty. Ltd.
Newhall Court Ply. Ltd.
Wilkinson Holdings Pty. Ltd.
Tenth Kalamandar Pty. Ltd.
Somerset Road Estate Pty. Ltd.
Janpat Pty. Ltd.
Second Kalamandar Pt~. Ltd.
Analytics Corporation Australia Pty. Ltd.
Astrodyn Corporation
Pty. Ltd.
Deemac Engineering Ply. Ltd.
Good Style Ply. Ltd.
Sixty-seventh EIgee Administrators Pty. Ltd.
CarmeI Box & Paper Co. Pty. Ltd.
Berverly Lee Ply. Ltd.
R. Sabatino & Co. Pty. Ltd.
Nelg Pty. Ltd
Witners Estates Pty. Ltd.
Michael Conos Ply. Ltd.
P.
Pty. Ltd.
Sixty-ninth Elgee Administrators Pty. Ltd.
Escort Investments Pty. Ltd.
Harney Investments Pty. Ltd.
CoIfax Investments Pty. Ltd
Dayton Investments Pty. Lld
Fairhaven Investments Ply. Ltd.
Pendleton Investments Ply. Ltd.
Pioche Investments Pty. Ltd.
Salinas Investments Pty. Ltd.
Seattle Investments Pty. Ltd.
Spokane Investments Ply. Ltd.
Blackdale Pty. Lld
Regal Roofing Ply. Ltd.
Montanaro Brothers & Associates Pty. Ltd.
Classclub Pty. Ltd.
Astrodyn Corporation Pty. Ltd.
Oassair Ply. Ltd
Loomskill Ply. Ltd.
Oassway Pty. Ltd.
Oasscraft Pty. Ltd.
Oasslon Pty. Ltd.
Oassene Pty. Ltd
OassIux Pty. Ltd.
Oassart Pty. Ltd.
Oasskill Pty. Lld
Oasstwill Pty. Ltd.

Australia~

u.

Questions on Notice
Classimage Pty. Ltd.
Classtell Pty. Ltd.
Classon Pty. Ltd.
Classtex Pty. Ltd.
Classet Pty. Ltd.
Classloom Pty. Ltd.
Luxloom Pty. Ltd.
Ter Mar Pty. Ltd.
w. A. B. Pty. Ltd.
G. E. l. Signs Pty. Ltd.
Domani (Northland) Pty. Ltd.
Heysen Pty. Ltd.
Ritmasfour Pty. Ltd.
Dardar (Preston) Pty. Ltd.
Hepburn Bros. Pty. Ltd.
Respamra Pty. Ltd.
Eljay Foundries Pty. Ltd.
Tile Adios Pty. Ltd.
Bruta Toma Pty. Ltd.
Horofield Pty. Ltd.
Twenty-second Elam Pty. Ltd.
Kindaw Holdings Pty. Ltd.
Quadrant Fabrics Pty. Ltd.
Di Martino & ViIlella Pty. Ltd.
Bethisel Pty. Ltd.
Andam Pty. Ltd.
Opal Court Pty. Ltd.
Green & Read Pty. Ltd.
Liral Investments Pty. Ltd.
Parko Pty. Ltd.
Helieborus Pty. Ltd.
Bruta Rata Pty. Ltd.
S. H. L. Subsidiary Investments Pty. Ltd.
Zamek Subsidiary Investments Pty. Ltd.
A. L. Subsidiary Investments Pty. Ltd.
E. Montanaro Pty. Ltd.
Fairway Building Pty. Ltd.
Triton Petroleums Pty. Ltd.
Associated Realty Pty. Ltd.
Lavatem Pty. Ltd.
Milleara Plumbing & Heating Supplies Pty. Ltd.
Doramel Pty. Ltd.
Searock Trading Co. Pty. Ltd.
California Dry Cleaners Pty. Ltd.
Maurer Motors Pty. Ltd.
Burwood Heights Pty. Ltd.
Faybelle Nominees Pty. Ltd.
Smith & Osborne Mechanical Serviees Pty. Ltd.
Briese Hosiery Mills Pty. Ltd.
Barbara Holdings Pty. Ltd.
First layoh Investments Pty. Ltd.
Second layoh Investments Pty. Ltd.
Tenth layoh Investments Pty. Ltd.
Ninth layoh Investments Pty. Ltd.
Eighth layoh Investments Pty. Ltd.
Seventh layoh Investments Pty. Ltd.
Fourth layoh Investments Pty. Ltd.
Third layoh Investments Pty. Ltd.
Fifth layoh Investments Pty. Ltd.
Sixth layoh Investments Pty. Ltd.
Nahaled Investors Pty. Ltd.
Chillicothe Pty. Ltd.
'Fourteenth Laiceps Pty. Ltd.
Twenty-sixth Laieeps Pty. Ltd.
Thirteenth Laieeps Pty. Ltd.
Fifteenth Laieeps Pty. Ltd.
Twelfth Laieeps Pty. Ltd.
Eleventh Laiceps Pty. Ltd.
Twenty-seventh Laiceps Ply. Ltd.
Tenth Laieeps Pty. Ltd.
Koaltim (Products) Ply. Ltd.
Koaltim (Promotions) Pty. Ltd.
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Koaltim (Retail) Pty. Ltd.
Koaltim (Sales) Ply. Ltd.
Koaltim (Wholesale) Pty. Ltd.
Eighth Laieeps Pty. Ltd.
Seventh Laieeps Pty. Ltd.
Eighteenth Elam Pty. Ltd.
Fifth Laieeps Pty. Ltd.
Twentieth Elam Pty. Ltd.
Twenty-first Elam Pty. Ltd.
Nineteenth Laieeps Pty. Ltd.
Twentieth Laieeps Pty. Ltd.
Twenty-first Laicel>s Pty. Ltd.
Twenty-second Laieeps Pty. Ltd.
Nineteenth Elam Ply. Ltd.
Koaltim (Holdings) Pty. Ltd.
Sixth Elam Pty. Ltd.
Twenty-third Laiceps Pty. Ltd.
Twenty-fourth Laieeps Pty. Ltd.
Twenty-eigbth Laieeps Pty. Ltd.
Twenty-fitth Laieeps Pty. Ltd.
Fifth Elam Pt}'. Ltd.
Second Elam Pty. Ltd.
First Elam Pty. Ltd.
Fred Sherratt Securities Ply. Ltd.
Ward & Sherratt (Agency) Pty. Ltd.
Ward & Sherratt (Engineering) Pty. Ltd.
Ward & Sherratt (Forgings) Pty. Ltd.
Ward & Sherratt (Foundry) Pty. Ltd.
Ward & Sherratt (Patterns) Pty. Ltd.
Ward & Sherratt !Plating) Pty. Ltd.
Ward & Sherratt Purchases) Pty. Ltd.
Ward & Sherratt Sales) Pty. Ltd.
Ward & Sherratt (Stores) Pty. Ltd.
Ward & Sherratt (Tools) Pty. Ltd.
Tom Ward Securities Ply. Ltd.
Forbes Pastoral Co. Pty. Ltd.
Imogen Ply. Ltd.
Seventh Rafar Pty. Ltd.
EiJllth Rafar Pty. Ltd.
Nmth Rafar Pty. Ltd.
Tenth Rafar Pty. Ltd.
Eleventh Rafar Pty. Ltd.
Twelfth Rafar Pty. Ltd.
Thirteenth Rafar Ply. Ltd.
Fourteenth Rafar Pty. Ltd.
Fifteenth Rafar Pty. Ltd.
Sixteenth Rafar Pty. Ltd.
Seventeenth Rafar Ply. Ltd.
EiJllteenth Rafar Ply. Ltd.
Nmeteenth Rafar Ply. Ltd.
Twentieth Rafar Pty. Ltd.
Twenty-first Rafar Pty. Ltd.
Twenty-second Rafar Pty. Ltd.
Twenty-third Rafar Pty. Ltd.
Twenty-fourth Rafar Pty. Ltd.
Twenty-fifth Rafar Ply. Ltd.
Twenty-sixth Rafar Pty. Ltd.
K. A. Paterson Pty. Ltd.
Council Club Ply. Ltd.
Ari L. Investments Ply. Ltd.
Lacis Investments Ply. Ltd.
Hasaled Investments Ply. Ltd.
Plaka Pty. Ltd.
Cafenio Pty. Ltd.
Csenar Homes Pty. Ltd.
Csenar ConstructIons Ply. Ltd.
Csenar Holdings Pty. Ltd.
E. & T. Csenar Pty. Ltd.
Dardar (Southland) Ply. Ltd.
Centrifufll Castings Ply. Ltd.
Briese Distributors Pty. Ltd.
Finray Sales Pty. Ltd.
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Gundappa Ply. Ltd.
Quinton Hazell Properties Ply. Ltd.
Second Mason Services Ply. Ltd.
First Mason Services Ply. Ltd.
G. Winfield Motors Ply. Ltd.
Maujoy Ply. Ltd.
Josbor (Aust.) Ply. Ltd.
Ritmasfive Ply. Ltd.
L. P. Constructions Ply. Ltd.
Glenhuntly Liquor Store Ply. Ltd.
Iamarod Ply. Ltd.
Sew Easy Patterns Ply. Ltd.
F. Blackley Ply. Ltd.
Buratto Holdings Ply. Ltd.
Carmel Box Traders Ply. Ltd.
Carmel Box Distributors Ply. Ltd.
Merri Clothing Co. Ply. Ltd.
G. L. F. Investments Ply.
T. F. & B. Pty. Ltd.
A. W. Dark Ply. Ltd.
Jumbo Building Supplies Pty. Ltd.
L. T. Williams & Son Pty. Ltd.
Pari sal Ply. Ltd.
J. S. A. Holdings Pty. Ltd.
Toblena Pty. Ltd.
Lunar Dining Pty. Ltd.
Ganid Ply. Ltd.
Hirshtwo Pty. Ltd.
Hirshthree Pty. Ltd.
Hirshfour Pty. Ltd.
Hirshfive Ply. Ltd.
Hirshsix Pty. Ltd.
Hirshseven Pty. Ltd.
Hirsheight Pty. Ltd.
Hirshnine Pty. Ltd.
Hirshten Ply. Ltd.
Hirsheleven Ply. Ltd.
Hirshtwelve Pty. Ltd.
Hirshthirteen Ply. Ltd.
Hirshfourteen Pty. Ltd.
Hirshfifteen Pty. Ltd.
Hirshsixteen Pty. Ltd.
Hirshseventeen Pty. Ltd.
Hirsheighteen Ply. Ltd.
Hirshnineteen. Ply. Ltd.
Hirshtwenty Ply. Ltd.
Advance Fabrics Pty. Ltd.
Cotopaxi Ply. Ltd.
Alexander Kans (Projects) Pty. Ltd.
Alexander Kans (Property Trade-in) Pty. Ltd.
Alexander Kans (Building Materials) Proprietary
Limited
Alexander Kans (Building Services) Proprietary
Limited
Alexander Kans (Builders) Proprietary Limited
Alexander Kans (Home Designers) Proprietary
Limited
Alexander Kans (Investments) Proprietary Limited
Alexander Kans (Developments) Proprietary Limited
Nahganom Ply. Ltd.
Seventeenth Elam Pty. Ltd.
Third Rafar Pty. Ltd.
Property and Project Company Proprietary Limited
G. Blackly Pty. Ltd.
Elkadini Pty. Ltd.
Eufronic Ply. Ltd.
Lexella Pty. Ltd.
Rakaana Pty. Ltd.
Marsanne Pty. Ltd.
Koisam Pty. Ltd.
Hirshtwentyone Proprietary Limited
Sparmac Productions Pty. Ltd.

Questions on Notice
Frasson Investments Pty. Limited
Mt. Ridley Land & Development Co. Pty. Ltd.
P. A. Doble Aluminium Proprietary Limited
R. W. Lowry Proprietary Limited
Karenco AluminIum Proprietary Limited
C. F. Mehrmann Proprietary Limited
Cooee Hills Pty. Ltd.
Forty-ninth Liora Holdings Ply. Ltd.
Okies Pty. Limited
Texmond (Menswear) Pty. Limited
Texmond (Manufacturing) Pty. Ltd.
Texmond (Maintenance) Pty. Ltd.
Texmond (Ladies Wear) Pty. Ltd.
Texmond (Investments) Pty. Ltd.
Texmond (Interstate) Pty. Ltd.
Texmond (Imports) Pty. Ltd.
Texmond (Full Fashion) Pty. Ltd.
Texmond (Finishing) Pty. Ltd.
Texmond (Exports) Pty. Ltd.
Texmond (Administration) Pty. Ltd.
Texmond (Overseas) Pt~. Ltd.
Texmond (Purchasing) Pty. Ltd.
Texmond (Retail) Pty. Ltd.
Texmond (Sales) Pty. Ltd.
Texmond (Shirts) Ply. Ltd.
Texmond (Victoria) Ptr. Ltd.
Texmond (Wholesale) Pty. Ltd.
Texmond (Distributing) Pty. Ltd.
Explorer Realty Pty. Ltd;
Quinreysch Nominees Pty. Ltd.
S. V. M. Textile Consultants Pty. Ltd.
Frasson Holdings Ply. Ltd.
Peth Plumb Pty. Ltd.
Kingdroochil Pty. Ltd.
Albert Barkly Suit Hire Pty. Ltd.
George Tauber Industries Pty. Ltd.
George Tauber Purchases Pty. Ltd.
George Tauber Sales Pty. Ltd.
George Tauber Interstate Pty. Ltd.
George Tauber Traders Pty. Ltd.
George Tauber Investments Pty. Ltd.
George Tauber Wholesalers Pty. Ltd.
George Tauber International Ply. Ltd.
George Tauber Administrators Pty. Ltd.
George Tauber ShippinJ Pty. Ltd.
George Tauber ProoertIes Pty. Ltd.
George Tauber Vi(. ria Pty. Ltd.
George Tauber South Australia Pty. Ltd.
George Tauber Distributors Pty. Ltd.
George Tauber Toys Pty. Ltd.
George Tauber Services Pty. Ltd.
George Tauber Australia Pty. Ltd.
GeoIle Tauber N.S. W. Pty. Ltd.
LataPty. Ltd.
Mount Barker Trading Ply. Ltd.
Mundaring Trading Pty. Ltd.
Lagoona Park Pty. Ltd.
Bough Yards Ply. Ltd.
Killeen Constructions Pty. Ltd.
Hirshtwentytwo Pty. Ltd
Hirshtwentythree Pty. Ltd.
Hirshtwentyfour Pty. Ltd.
Hirshtwentyfive ~Ltd.
Perfect Plant Hire
. Ltd.
North Western Bus rvice Pty. Ltd.
Albion Oothing Factory (Brunswick) Pty. Ltd.
Wane Investments Pty. Ltd.
Mt. Ridley Victoria Pty. Ltd.
Romya (Springvale) Pty. Ltd.
Sarcococca Pty. Ltd.
Samray Holdings Pty. Limited
Epping Traders Pty. Ltd.

Questions on Notice
C. T. Oldmeadow (Sales) Pty. Limited
C. T. Oldmeadow & Co. Pty. Ltd.
Jasper Humphrey Pty. Limited
No. 9 Nem Pty. Ltd.
Spotless Holdings Pty. Ltd.
No. 1 Nem Pty. Ltd.
No. 2 Nem Pty. Ltd.
No. 3 Nem Pty. Ltd.
No. 4 Nem Pty. Ltd.
No. 5 Nem Pty. Ltd.
No. 6 Nem Pty. Ltd.
No. 7 Nem Pty. Ltd.
No. 8 Nem Pty. Ltd.
No. 10 Nem Pty. Ltd.
No. 11 Nem Pty. Ltd.
No. 12 Nem Pty. Ltd.
No. 13 Nem Pty. Ltd.
Hudson Discounts Pty. Ltd.
Granesco Holdings Proprietary Limited
Granesco (Camberwell) Propnetary Limited
Granesco (Doncaster) Proprietary Limited
Granesco (Eltham) Proprietary Limited
Granesco (Footscray) Proprietary Limited
Granesco (Gardenvale) Proprietary Limited
Granesco (Hawthorn) Proprietary Limited
Granesco (Ivanhoe) Propnetary Limited
Granesco (Jordanville) Proprietary Limited
Bruta Mora Pty. Ltd.
Marise Holdings Pty. Limited
Gilroad Autoinvestments Pty. Limited
Gilroad Autokleen Pty. limited
Gilroad Autoagency Pty. Limited
Gilroad Autopane)s Pty. Limited
Gilroad Autocentre Pty. Limited
Gilroad Autobureau Pty. Limited
Gilroad Autoprocess Pty. Limited
Gilroad Autostore Pty. Limited
Gilroad Autopaint PtJ. Limited
Gilroad Autotraders Ply. Limited
Brian Constructions Pty. Limited
Margaret Constructions Pty. Limited
Dordak Pty. Ltd.
Scan-hi (Oakleigh) Pty. Limited
Murray Church Pty. Limited
Bakkdes Pty. Ltd.
Joan Constructions Pty. Limited
Anne Constructions Pty. Limited
Fast Buffet Pty. Ltd.
Narnco Pty. Ltd.
Candy and Ice Pty. Ltd.
Ian Constructions Pty. Limited
Nimbin Pty. Ltd.
Wabla Pty. Ltd.
Multistripe Fabrics Proprie~ Limited
Ottoman Rib Proprietary limited
Polyknit Fabrics Proprietary Limited
Ribknit Fabrics Proprietary Limited
Suitknit Fabrics Proprietary Limited
Yarnknit Fabrics Proprietary Limited
Stripeknit Fabrics Proprietary Limited
Dardar (Caulfield) Pty. Ltd.
Kevdaws Pty. Ltd.
Seventh Elam Pty. Ltd.
Eighth Elam Pty. Ltd.
Ninth Elam Pty. Ltd.
Tenth Elam Pty. Ltd.
Eleventh Elam Pty. Ltd.
Twelfth Elam Pty. Ltd.
Thirteenth Elam Pty. Ltd.
Fourteenth Elam Pty. Ltd.
Cion Pty. Ltd.
Victor Cathcart (Australia) Proprietary Limited
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Hospital Catering Pty. Limited
Hopkins A venue Investments Pty. Limited
Henry Cass Pty. Ltd.
Carmel Printing Co. Proprietary Limited
Data and Laboratory Medical Services Proprietary
Limited
O. U. D. DecemberPty. Ltd.
Homac Pty. Limited
Victor Cathcart Holdings Proprietary Limited
Litchboume Pty. Ltd.
Educational Text Books Pty. Ltd.
Gilbert & Jones Pty. Ltd.
Jamskene Pty. Ltd.
B. J. & M. Webb Pty. Limited
Radet Proprietary Limited
Caverna Nominees Pty. Limited
L. & W. Properties Proprietary Limited
L. &W. Builders Propnetary Limited
Lewil Builders Propnetary Limited
Rowa Proprietary Limited
Jurow Adios Pty. Ltd.
Sunshine Health Management & Investments Pty.
Ltd.
Carmel Holdings (Vie.) Proprietary Limited
Frasson Constructions Proprie~ Limited
S. F. I. (Ashburton) Proprie~ Limited
S. F. I. (Balwyn) Proprietary Limited
S. F. I. (Carnberwell) Propnetary Limited
S. F. I. (Doncaster) Proprie1a!¥ Limited
S. F. I. (Eltharn) Proprietary Limited
S. F. I. (Footscray) Proprietary Limited
S. F. I. (Gardenvale) Proprietary Limited
S. F. I. (Hawthorn) Proprietary Limited
S. F. I. (Ivanboe) Propnetary Limited
S. F. I. (Jordanville) Proprietary Limited
S. F. I. (Kensington) Proprietary Limited
S. F. I. (Laverton) Propnetary Limited
S. F. I. (Mentone) Proprietary Limited
S. F. I. (Northcote) Proprietary Limited
S. F. I. (Oakleigh) Proprietary Limited
S. F. I. (Preston) Proprietary Limited
S. F. I. (Queensclift) Proprietary Limited
S. F. I. (Ringwood) Proprietary Limited
S. F. I. (Sandringham) Proprie~ Limited
S. F. I. (Toorak) Proprietary limited
Bulk Au Revoir Pty. Ltd.
Retlauv Ply. Ltd.
Stiromp Ply. Limited
Steadfast Homes Pt):. Limited
Melbourne and Pacific Ply. Limited
Carmel Packing Co. Proprietary Limited
Carmel Transport Co. Proprietary Limited
The Grainge Wing Pty. Limited
Beben Pty. Ltd.
Jonnarn Proprietary Limited
Tomald Ply. Ltd.
Austreem Ply. Ltd.
L. & J. Tregellis Pty. Limited
Hirshtwentysix Proprietary Limited
Hirshtwentyseven Pty. Ltd.
Hirshtwentyeight Pty. Ltd.
Hirshtwentynine Pty. LU:.
Freedom Factory Ply. Ltd.
Arawatta Pty. Ltd.
Olos Ply. Ltd.
Waratah Hardware (Management Services) Pty. Ltd.
Third Hanover Administration Pty. Ltd.
Auto Services (East Brunswick) Pty. Ltd.
Commercial Securities (Victona) Ply. Ltd.
E. C. I. Investments Pty. Ltd.
Redet Pty. Ltd.
Radence Pty. Ltd.
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J ia Pty. Ltd.
Loso Pty. Ltd.
Najar Pty. Ltd.
Otinom Pty. Ltd.
Hirshthirtyone Pty. Ltd.
Hirshthirtytwo Pty. Ltd.
Hirshthirtythree Pty. Ltd.
Hirshthirtyfour Pty. Ltd.
Hirshthirtyfive Pty. Ltd.
R. Porter Pty. Ltd.
Bacola Pty. Ltd.
Eastern Data Processing Pty. Ltd.
South Wantirna Transport Pty. Ltd.
Geebar(Vic.) Pty. Ltd.
Lizcol Pty. Ltd.
Silvan Pumps & Sprayers Pty. Ltd.
Solid Music Pty. Ltd.
J. W. H. Investments Pty. Ltd.
Bethania Nominees Pty. Ltd.
Aberchirder Pty. Ltd.
Swaton Pty. Ltd.
Kurilpa Nominees Pty. Ltd.
Kilkivan Nominees Pty. Ltd.
Ercildoune Nominees Pty. Ltd.
Vacha Ena Pty. Ltd.
Neetoe Pty. Ltd.
Alkanet Nominees Pty. Ltd.
Termensan Pty. Ltd.
Hackness Pty. Ltd.
Hallands Pty. Ltd.
Yasmina Kirsten Pty. Ltd.
Dineros Helena Pty. Ltd.
APPENDIX '0'
Apollo Transport Proprietary Limited
Archards Interstate Transport Services Proprietary
Limited
Archards Transport Service Proprietary Limited
Bendigo Heated Pools Proprietary Limited
Blue Line Freighters Proprietary Limited
Moama Traders-Produce Merchants Proprietary
Limited
Rich River Tyres Proprietary Limited
W. H. Robinsons Freight Lines Proprietary Limited
R. J. Moore Transport Services Proprietary Limited

SCHOOL MEDICAL SERVICE
(Question No. 1032)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Health:
In respect of schools and pre-schools in the City of
Doncaster and T emplestowe for the latest year that
statistics are available:
1. Which schools were visited by the School Medical Service and how many students---(a) received; and
(b) did not receive, their initial medical examination?
2. Which pre-schools were visited by the Pre-School
Medical Service and how many children were---(a) examined; and (b) not examined?
3. What specialist examinations were conducted?
4. How many---(a) schools; and (b) pre-schools were
not visited by---(i) medical officers; (ii) nursing staff;
and (iii) medical officers and nursing staff'?

Mr ROPER (Minister of Health)-The answeris:
The following schools received visits by the School
Medical Service in 1981:
1. Primary Schools
Warrandyte
Doncaster
Templestowe
Doncaster East
Warrandyte South
Ringwood North
Beverley Hills
Park Orchards
Doncaster Park
Bulleen
Doncaster Heights
Manningham
Donvale
Templestowe
Birrallee
Botanic Park
Templestowe Park
Serpell
Anderson's Creek Road
St Peter's and Paul's School, Doncaster East
St Oement's School, Bulleen
St GTe$ory the Great School, Doncaster
St K.eVln's School, Lower Templestowe
Templestowe Heights
Waldau
Donburn
Ayr
Yarraleen
Donvale Christian Corn. School, Donvale
Our Lady of the Pines, Donvale
St Anne's, Park Orchards

Post-Primary Schools
Templestowe Technical
East Doncaster High
Doncaster High
Donvale High
Templestowe High
Parkwood High
Warrandyte lIigb
(a) Most children in this municipality were medically examined at pre-school. School nurses screen vision and hearing of all Grade 1 children.
One hundred and fourteen students who were not
examined in pre-school were given initial medical examination by a medical officer.
(b) An estimated 20 children who were eligible were
not examined.
2. The following pre-schools were examined in 1981
and the number of children examined is indicated:

Pre-school
Beverley Hills
Bulleen
Catjump
Daws
Doncaster
Doncaster East
Ivy Ferguson

Children
examined
20
42
52
50
43
52
58

Not
examined

Questions on Notice
Not
Children
Pre-school
examined examined
------------------------------------Doncaster Park
28
Doncaster South
43
Doncaster Lutheran
52
Donvale
50
Holy Trinity
48
I. L. Peretz
11
Lower Templestowe
49
Macedon Heights
21
2
Manningham
19
N. E. Jewish
45
Panoramic Heights
41
Park Orchards
50
Pinevale
26
Templestowe
47
Templestowe Heights
48
Templestowe Play Group
12
Templestowe Uniting
26
Templestowe Valley
52
Tunstall Square
53
Twin Hills
48
Vista Valley
34
Warrandyte
47
Yarraleen
51
Yarra Valley
52
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(ii) with dependent children under 16 years of age,
in respect of each list the period elapsing in
normal ClTcumstances between the lIsting and hearing
indicatin~

oftheca~?

2. What action is being taken to reduce these delays?

Mr CAIN (Attomey-General}-The answer is:
By letter dated 22 February 1983 I advised the
honourable member as follows:
1. The honourable member's question refers to petitions for divorce which are handled by the Family
Court of Australia.
2. This court is administered by the Commonwealth Attorney-General to whom any requests for the
information sought by the honourable member should
be directed.

MAGISTRATES' COURT FOR CITY OF
DONCASTER AND TEMPLESTOWE
(Question No. 1050)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Attorney-General:
Whether steps have been taken by the Law Department to examine the volume of business in magistrates' courts at Box Hill, Heidelberg and other courts
adjacent to the City of Doncaster and Templestowe
with a view to establishing a Magistrates' Court within
the City of Doncaster to serve the needs of residents of
that city; and, in the event that no steps have been
taken, why?

Mr CAIN (Attomey-General}-The answer is:

3. Six children were referred to School Medical
Service specialists, one to a paediatrician, one to an
oculist and four to a child development medical officer.
4. (a) (i) Two primary schools were not visited by
a medical officer. In some others Grade 1 children were
examined by an M.O.
Only one post-primary school was visited by a medical officer.
(ii) All primary and post-primary schools were visited by nu~s except Whitefriars College, Donvale;
Marcellin Senior School, Bulleen; The Era School,
Donvale.
(iii) The initial visit to the school was usually by a
school nu~ alone, the medical officer attending later.
(b) (i) All pre-schools were visited by a medical
officer.
(ii) Nurses do not visit pre-schools in the
municipality.

By letter dated 28 February 1983 I advised the
honourable member as follows:
Case loads at all Magistrates' Courts are monitored
and resources are allocated, where possible, to cater for
delays or backlogs should these become apparent.
It is the policy of the Government to construct regional courts designed to serve a large proportion of
the population in a particular area, not related to local
government boundaries.
There are no current plans to construct a court in the
City of Doncaster and Templestowe.

PETITIONS FOR DIVORCE

Whether steps have been taken to investigate the
possibility of launching prosecutions for criminal libel
against Jack Pacholli, John Somerville-Smith and certain other contributors to the Toorak Times newspaper
and, in the event that no steps have been taken, why?

(Question No. 1035)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Attorney-General:
In respect of petitions for divorce:
1. How many petitions are at pre~nt pendinB for(a) defended cases; and (b) undefended cases, W1th(i) No dependent children under 16 years of age; and

PROSECUTIONS AGAINST
CONTRIBUTORS TO "TOORAK TIMES"
(Question No. 1051)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Attorney-General:

Mr CAIN (Attomey-General}-The answer is:
By letter dated 28 February 1983 the honourable
member was advised as follows:
Yes.
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OVERSEAS TRIPS BY OFFICERS UNDER
DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY

Questions on Notice
refer to the Premier's answer to Question on Notice
No. 1091.

(Question No. 1180)

INTERPRETERS WITHIN
ADMINISTRATION OF MINISTRY FOR
POLICE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Treasurer, for the Minister of Labour and Industry:

(Question No. 1204)

1. How many officers of departments, authorities or
agencies within the Minister's administration were sent
overseas in 1981-82 and how many will be sent overseas in 1982-83?
2. What was the cost of such visits in 1981-82 and
what is the expected cost during 1982-83?

Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-The answer supplied by the Minister of Labour and Industry is:
1. During the financial year 1981-82 no officers from
the Department or Statutory Bodies attached to it were
sent overseas. In the 1982-83 financial year three officers will be sent overseas.
2. The expected cost of overseas travel for the
1982-83 year is $5265 after taking into account the
recouping of costs from overseas companies involved
in the visitations.

SUPPLY OF GOODS AND SERVICES TO
MINISTRY FOR POLICE AND
EMERGENCY SERVICES
(Question No. 1196)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:
Whether any steps have been taken to increase the
supply of goods and services by Government-owned
enterprises to departments, agencies and authorities
within his administration; if so, what steps; if not,
whether such action will be taken?

Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services)-The answer is:
No such steps have been taken as they are considered to be unnecessary.

MINISTRY FOR POLICE AND
EMERGENCY SERVICES AND REPORTS
OF STATE CO-ORDINATION COUNCIL
(Question No. 1199)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:
Whether any steps have been taken to improve the
standard of reports by the State Co-ordination Council; if so, what steps; if not, whether such action will be
taken?

Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services)-The answer is:
As the State Co-ordination Council is administered
by the Department of the Premier and Cabinet, please

Mr WILLlAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:
1. How many interpreters are employed by departments, agencies and authorities withm his administration, indicating the languages other than English
spoken?
2. In which offices such interpreters are located?
3. Whether such interpreters are employed on a fulltime or part-time basis, indicating the numbers employed in each category?
4. Whether officers undertaking private courses in
foreign languages receive any Government assistance?

Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services)-The answer is:
1. None.
2. Not applicable.
3. Not applicable.
4. No officers are currently receiving Government
assistance to undertake a private course in foreign languages, though some officers may be studying a foreign
language as part of the requirements to complete an
approved course of study.

HEALTH COMMISSION AND REPORTS
OF STATE CO-ORDINATION COUNCIL
(Question No. 1226)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Health:
Whether any steps have been taken to improve the
standard of reports by the State Co-ordination Council; if so, what steps; if not, whether such action will be
taken?

Mr ROPER (Minister of Health)-The answeris:
The over-all standard of reports produced by the
State Co-ordination Council does not fall within my
area of responsibility.

MOTOR VEHICLES WITHIN
JURISDICTION OF HEALTH
COMMISSION
(Question No. 1230)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Health:
1. What is the total number of vehicles operated,
leased or otherwise used by departments, authorities
and agencies within the administration of the Minister?
2. How many are air-conditioned?
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3. Whether steps are being taken to improve this
ratio; if so, what steps; if not, why?

AIR-CONDITIONING IN TOURISM
BUILDINGS

Mr ROPER (Minister of Health)-The answer is:

(Question No. 1305)

1. The total number of vehicles operated and registered in the name of the Health Commission is:
(a) Cars
609
(b) Other vehicles
73

682
2. 23 are air-conditioned.
3. Air-conditioned vehicles are sought in accordance with the Victorian Government Motor Transport
Committee Guidelines when replacement falls due or
additions to the fleet are required.

SUPPLY OF GOODS AND SERVICES TO
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY
WELFARE SERVICES
(Question No. 1286)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Community Welfare Services:
Whether any steps have been taken to increase the
supply of goods and services by Government-owned
enterprises to departments, agencies and authorities
within her administration; if so, what steps; if not,
whether such action will be taken?

Mrs TONER (Minister for Community Welfare Services)-The answer is:
The Prison Industries Implementation T earn is addressing itself to expanding the supply of goods and
services from prison industry to Government
departments.

SUPPLY OF GOODS AND SERVICES FOR
TOURISM
(Question No. 1304)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:
I. What steps the Minister is taking to provide airconditioning in buildings which house the administration of tourism?
2. What proportion of personnel are now enjoying
the benefit of air-conditioning?

Mr CATUIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:
I. All office buildings within my tourism administration are air-conditioned. The residence of the
Queensland malUl$er of the Victorian Government
Travel Authority IS the only building without airconditioning.
2. All personnel enjoy the benefits of air-conditioning during business hours.

OVERSEAS TRIPS BY OFFICERS UNDER·
TOURISM
(Question No. 1306)

Mr WlLLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:
1. How many officers of departments, authorities or
agencies administering tourism within the Minister's
administration were sent overseas in 1981-82 and how
many will be sent overseas in 1982-831
2. What was the cost of such visits in 1981-82 and
what is the expected cost during 1982-83?

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:
1. DurinJ 1981-82, eleven officers within my tourism administration travelled overseas. In the period
1982-83 it is expected that ten officers will travel
overseas.
2. Cost in 1981-82
$29 650
Estimated Cost 1982-83
$30 000

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:

TOURISM AND REPORTS OF STATE COORDINATION COUNCIL

Whether any steps have been taken to increase the
supply of goods and services by Government-owned
enterprises to departments, agencies and authorities
administering tourism; if so, what steps; if not, whether
such action will be taken?

(Question No. 1307)

Mr CATUIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:
No.
Purchase of goods and services by departments,
agencies and authorities within my administration is
conducted in accordance with Government policy and
State Tender Board regulations.

Mr WILLlAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:
Whether any steps have been taken to improve the
standard of reports by the State Co-ordination Council; if so, what steps; if not, whether such action will be
taken1

Mr CArulE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:
As the State Co-ordination Council is administered
by the Department of the Premier and Cabinet, please
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refer to the Premier's answer to Question on Notice
No. 1091.

ADVERTISING AND PUBLIC RELATIONS
SERVICES USED FOR TOURISM
(Question No. 1308)

Mr WILUAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:
What-(a) advertising agency services; and (b) public relations sources, are retained, used or have been
used in the period since 3 April 1982 by departments,
agencies and authorities administering tounsm, specifying in each case-(i) the name of the firm or agency
used and whether such firm or asency was used for a
general or specific purpose; and (ii) the amounts paid
to such firms or agencies?

Questions on Notice
Other Major Tourist Projects-All other major
tourist projects in Victoria are owned and operated by
municipal councils and are subject to normal municipal audit requirements, as per the Local Government
Act.

SUBSIDIES AND GRANTS AVAILABLE
UNDER TOURISM
(Question No. 1310)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:
What steps the Minister has taken to provide a consolidated and easily comprehensible compendium of
all subsidies and grants available from all departments,
agencies and authorities administering tourism?

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:

The Victorian Government Travel Authority uses
the advertising agency Oemenger Harvie Ply Ltd. This
agency has been used by the VGTA since 1981, and is
used to produce the media needs of the VGT A, i.e.,
television commercials and print commercials, and
provides general media advice to the VGTA.
The VGT A has not used an outside public relations
organization since 3 April 1982, as it has its own inhouse publicity and promotion unit.
The amount paid to Oemenger Harvie since April
1982 to October 1982 is $504 431. This amount includes buying of television time nationally, space in
print media used by VGTA, the production costs of
advertisements by the agency and the agency's service
fee.

Local government bodies and industry organizations are the only recipients of grant funds. They are
fully aware of the terms and conditions that apply.

FUNDS GRANTED TO ORGANIZATIONS
UNDER TOURISM
(Question No. 1309)

Mr WILUAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:
What independent audit is required to ensure the
proper expenditure of funds granted to non-.ovemment organizations by the Minister or agenCIes and
authorities for the purposes of tourism?

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:
Swan Hill Pioneer Settlement Authority and Emerald Tourist Railway Board-These two statutory authorities arrange for their books to be audited annually
by independent auditors. Their books are also audited
periodically by the Auditor-General's staff.
The Acts under which these authorities operate also
require audited annual reports to be tabled in Parliament each year.
Ballarat Historical Park Association (Sovereign
Hill)-The association employs an independent firm
of auditors, Evans and Metcalfe.
All claims received by Government from the Ballarat Historical Park Association are referred to and administered by State Treasury.

MOTOR VEHICLES WITHIN
JURISDICTION OF TOURISM
(Question No. 1311)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:
1. What is the total number of vehicles operated,
leased or otherwise used by departments, authorities
and agencies administering tourism?
2. How many are air-conditioned?
3. Whether steps are being taken to improve this
ratio; if so, what steps; if not, why?

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:
1. Number of vehicles owned and used by the Victorian Government Travel Authority is 15.
2. Air-conditioned vehicles-Total 5.
3
Melbourne
Brisbane
Perth
3. The purchase and use of vehicles is governed by
the "Statement of Practices" set by the Victorian Government Motor Transport Committee.

INTERPRETERS WITHIN
ADMINISTRATION OF TOURISM
(Question No. 1312)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:
1. How many interpreters are employed by departments, agencies and authorities administerins tourism, indicating the languages other than English spoken?
2. In which offices such interpreters are located?
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3. Whether such interpreters are employed on a fulltime or part-time basis, indicating the numbers employed in each category?
4. Whether officers undertaking private courses in
foreign languages receive any Government assistance?

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:
1. Nil.
2. Not applicable.
3. Not applicable.
4. In accordance with Public Service Board
regulations.

GERIATRIC BEDS IN HOSPITAlS
(Question No. 1366)

ASSEMBLY

STATE HOSPITALS WHICH HAYE GERIATRIC HOSPITAL
BEDS.
45
36
4 (new)
20
20

Warrnambool
Ararat
Ballamt
Kerang
Mildura

64
30
16
10
10
71
11
8
16
19
11
36
52
10
14
26
25
14
69
15
18
42
10
48
30
20
20
10
12
8
12
20
46
20
16

Dimboola
Donald
Rupanyup
Wimmera
Kaniva
Edenhope
Nhill
Stawell

W~cknabeal

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Health:
1. How many geriatric beds are provided by hospitals in Victoria and where are these beds situated, 10dicating, in particular, the number ofbeds and names
of institutions in the inner and outer eastern region~?
2. What is the bed availability in each case and what
is the waiting list, indicating, in particular, the details
in the inner and outer eastern regions?
3. What was the total increase of beds in each hospital in each of the years 1977 to 1982 inclusive?

Mr ROPER (Minister of Health)-The answer is:
1. The attached list shows the number and location
ofgeriatric beds provided by State Hospitals in Victoria.
The number of beds and names ofinstitutions in the
inner and outer Eastern regions is 43 beds at Manvantara in Ringwood.
2. Bed availability is determined by the Regional
Geriatrician's full assessment of the client. There is no
such thing as a waiting list; all clients are assessed and,
if necessary, are hospitalised.
The above applies to all regions of Victoria, including the inner and outer Eastern regions.
3. The second list shows the total increase of beds
in each State Geriatric Hospital in each of the years
1977 to 1982 inclusive.

STATE HOSPITALS WHICH HAYEGERlATRIC HOSPITAL
BEDS.
Colac
78
Lorne
11 (new)
Camperdown
23
Casterton
13
10 (new)
Ha~hton
78
Portland
31
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Swan Hill
Red Cliffs
Robinvale
Ouyen
Wycheproof
Cohuna
Echuca
Inglewood
Maldon

M~boroUgh

Roe ester
St. Amaud
Benalla
Cobram
Kyabram

Man'~field
Natha.ia
Numurkah
Mooroopna
Seymour
Shepparton
Yea

(new)

~new~
new
(new)

(new)
~new)
new)
(new)

(new)

(new)

(new)
(new)

rOW!

Bright

12
10 new
16 new
20 new

Myrtleford
Corryong
Wangaratta

40

30 (new)

19
16
50
20
22
50
20
28
28
20

Yamwonga
Maffra
Sale
Yarram
Korumburra
Moe
Central Gippsland
Warragul

(new)
(new)

~new~

new
40
20 (new)
30
24

Woorayl
Williamstown
Werribee
Won:ri
Macl
epat.

STATE GERIATRIC HOSPITALS

The Mount Eliza
Geriatric Centre
Mount Royal Hospital

Nursing Home
Hospital
Nursing Hospital
Home

1977

1978

1979

1980

1981

1982

103

103

482
184

480
184

81
22
560
184

141
22
448
184

141
22
434
184

141
22
434
184
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Caulfield Hospital
Kingston Centre
Manvantara Hospital
Greenvale Geriatric
Centre
Grace McKellar House
The Gippsland Geriatric
Centre, Bairnsdale
Bendigo Home and Hospital
for the Aged
Ovens and Murray Hospital
for the Aged, Beechworth
Alexander, Castlemaine
The Queen Elizabeth
Geriatric Centre,
Ballarat
After Care Hospital,
Collingwood
Lyndoch, Warmambool
Warmambool and District
Base Hospital

Questions on Notice

STATE GERIATRIC HOSPITAlS
1977
1978
Nursing Home
232
215
Hospital
182
182
Nursing Hospital
427
427
Hospital
80
80
Nursing Home
13
13
Hospital
31
31
280
280
Nursin~ Home
ospital
57
57
137
137
Nursin~ Home
ospital
51
51
Nursing Home
145
145

1979

1980

1981

1982

204
167
427
80
13
31
280
57
137
51
145

192
153
384
78
13
31
280
57
137
51
171

192
150
336
78
13
31
207
92
281
51
171

192
150
268
78
13
31
207
92
281
51
171

139

428
56
139

428
56
139

399
56
139

399
56
139

399
56
139

Nursing Hospital
Hospital
Nursing Home
Hospital

221

221

221

508
44

499
44

490
44

213
16
490
44

213
16
499
68

213
16
487
68

NursinttHome
ospital
Nursing Home

34
80
50

34
80
50

34
80
50

34
80
50

34
80
100

34
78
100

Hospital

38

38

38

38

38

38

Nursi~Home

ospital
Nursing Hospital

MINISTRY OF HOUSING WORKS AND
SERVICES

484

INTERNAL AUDITORS EMPWYED
UNDER MINISTRY OF HOUSING
(Question No. 1424)

(Question No. 1421)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Housing:
Whether steps have been taken to reduce the dependence of departments, agencies and authorities
within his administration on outside provision of works
and services; if so what steps; if not, whether such
action will be taken?

Mr CATHIE (Minister of Housing)-The answer is:
The Ministry of Housing employs a wide range of
people skilled in administrative procedures as well as
professionally qualified staff of various disciplines. The
permanent structure is based on the manpower requirements of providing necessary services at a predicted normal level together with necessary facilities.
Where government priorities require additional manpower to meet peak workloads, or the short term services of specialist professionals are required where
permanent staff appointments are inappropriate or unjustified, external consultant staff are employed in accordance with normal practice and laid down
procedures.
Similarly, only where internal facilities are unsuitable or at capacity would this Ministry require specified
assistance from non-government agencies. The provision of such services would be in accordance with
Tender Board Guidelines and Treasury regulations.

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Housing:
How many internal auditors were employed by departments, authorities and agencies within his administration in 1981-82 and what is the estimate for
1982-83?

Mr CATHIE (Minister of Housing )-The answeris:
1981-82--4.
1982-83-3.

MINISTRY OF HOUSING
COMMUNICATIONS
(Question No. 1427)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Housing:
What was the expenditure by all departments, authorities and agencies within his administration in
1981-82 together with estimate for 1982-83 in the following categories-(a) stamps; (b) telegrams; (c) telex
services; (d) lelecom land lines; (e) printing and stationery; and (f) advertising?

Mr CATHIE (Minister of Housing)-The answeris:
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Stamps
Printing and Stationery
Advertising
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Actual
1981-82

Estimate
1982-83

names; (ii) the dates of first appointment and successive re-appointments; and (iii) the expiry date of present term of office; and (s) date at which enabling powers
were last reviewed?

$
197478
453887
223614

$
223400
569500
265300

Mr CATHIE (Minister of Housing)-The answer is:

Expenditure for telegrams, telex services and Telecom
land lines is negligible and no separate record is
maintained.

MINISTRY OF HOUSING
COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS
(Question No. 1428)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Housing:
I. Whether any department, authority or agency
within his administration is installing an automated
text communication system, and at what cost?
2. Whether any such system will be linked to any
public media group; if so, which group or groups?
3. Which offices are connected to special Telecom
land lines?

Mr CATHIE (Minister of Housing)-The answer is:
In answering this question, it is assumed that the
honourable member is referring to telex and facsimile
transfer machines: No.

NON-GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATIONS
UNDER MINISTRY OF HOUSING
(Question No. 1429)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Housing:
In respect of each quasi-autonomous non-Government organization within his administration whether
he will furnish a detailed schedule showing for the
latest available year-{a) the number of employees;
(b) the revenue surplus or deficit; (c) contributions to
subscribed capital by-{i) Government; and (ii) nongovernment sources; (d) total net worth; (e) total assets; (f) total liabilities; (g) percentage rate of return
or loss on-{i) capital; (ii) net worth and (iii) total
assets; (h) total revenues and expenditures;
()) percentage profit or loss on revenues-(i) before
contributions or levies paid to the Treasury; and (ii)
after such payments; (k) total borrowings; (I) total
reinvestment of-{i) surplus funds and reserves; (ii)
provision; and (iii) any other funds; (m) the date of
the last annual report presented to Parliament;
(n) powers to fix prices, rates, tariffs, levies or otherwise impose charges; (0) cost of services provided at
less than prevailing market rates to--{i) other Government departments, agencies and authorities. and (ii)
other customers; (P) powers to search and detain;
(q) whether a register of interests of office holders is
kept; (r) method of appointment of senior office holders indicating in respect of such officers-{i) their

There are no quangos within the Ministry of Housing.

DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY EXPENDITURE
(Question No. 1462)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Treasurer, for the Minister of Labour and Industry:
I. In respect of departments, agencies and authorities within his admini~trationi what proportion of the
expenditure in 1981-82 will be recovered from(a) individual and corporate users; (b) Victorian
Government taxes and ~harges; (c) other Victorian
Government departments; (d) Commonwealth Government grants; and (e) other sources?
2. What are the estimated proportions for recouping
such expenditure in 1982-83?

Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-The answer supplied by the Minister of Labour and Industry is:
The information requested cannot be provided as it
is not readily available and to do so would place an
unwarranted strain on limited staff resources. For an
over-all view of the situation regarding the Department of Labour and Industry, the honourable member
should refer to the Budget papers for the financial years
1981-81 and 1982-83.

INTERNAL AUDITORS UNDER
MINISTRY FOR POUCE AND
EMERGENCY SERVICES
(Question No. 1478)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:
How many internal auditors were employed by departments, authorities and agencies within his administration in 1981-82 and what is the estimate for
I 982-83?

Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services)-The answer is:
The Country Fire Authority employed two internal
auditors during the year 1981-82 and its estimate for
the current financial year is two.
Funds have been made available in the current
financial year for the appointment of two internal auditors to the Police Department.

3300

ASSEMBLY

16 March 1983

Questions on Notice
State Emergency Service
1981-82
Expenditure
$
3457

MINISTRY FOR POLICE AND
EMERGENCY SERVICES
COMMUNICATIONS

(a) Stamps
(b) Telegrams
(c) Telex Services (calls

(Question No. 1481)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:
What was the expenditure by all departments, authorities and agencies within his administration in
1981-82 together with the estimate for 1982-83 in the
following categories..:..-(a) stamps; (b) telegrams;
(c) telex services; (d) Telecom land lines; (e) printing
and stationery; and (I) advertising?

Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services)-The answer is:

(a) Stamps, including bulk
postage
(b) Telegrams
(c) Telex Services
(d) Telecom Land Lines
(e) Printing and Stationery
(I) Advertising

1982-83
Estimate

$

$

2561
9

4500
100
100

3774
3390

6000
5500

·60

Country Fire Authority
1981-82
Expenditure

(a) Stamps
(b) Telegrams
(c) Telex Services
(d) Telecom Land Lines
(e) Printing and Stationery
(I) Advertising

1982-83
Estimate

$

$

73500
50

75000
50

··290000
243000
30000

345000
275000
35000

Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board
1981-82
Expenditure
(a) Stamps
(b) Telegrams

(c) Telex Services
(d) Telecom Land Lines
(e) Printing and Stationery
(I) Advertising

1551
30655
9653

5500
31000
162000

Victoria Police
1981-82
1982-83
Estimate
Expenditure
$
$
(a) Stamps including bulk
postage
387 796
443000
(b) Telegrams-Information not available
(c) Telex Services···
284 288
309000
(d) Telecom Land Lines
77 172
79000
(e} Printing and Stationery
1 178 049
1055000
(I) Advertising
39 612
40000
• Estimate
•• Interpreted as private lines for radios and sirens.
···Includes rental, calls and teleprinter rental and
rolls.

Ministry. Central Administration
1981-82
Expenditure

only)
(d) Telecom Land Lines
e) Printing and Stationery
Advertisin

1982-83
Estimate
$
4000

1982-83
Estimate

$

$

25960
215

30000
500

478508
134301
48758

550000
152000
20000

MINISTRY FOR POLICE AND
EMERGENCY SERVICES WORKS AND
SERVICES
(Question No. 1475)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:
Whether steps have been taken to reduce the dependence of departments, agencies and authorities
within his admimstration on outside provision of works
and services; if so what steps; if not, whether such
action will be taken?

Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services)-The answer is:
Government agencies, t~ether with internal facilities, are used for the proviSIOn of works and services
wherever possible. Where it is necessary to go outside
the Government for the provision of these services,
Tender Board Guidelines and Treasury regulations are
followed.

INFORMATION SUPPLIED TO
TELEVISION MEDIA BY MINISTRY FOR
POLICE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES
(Question No. 1476)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:
1. What investiptions have been undertaken by departments, authonties and agencies within his administration into the provision of information to television
media for dissellUnation through the telecast system?
2. Whether he will furnish brief details of information likely to be provided, indicating the expected costs

Questions on Notice
both to the department, authority or agency and to the
television media?

Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services)-The answer is:
No such investigations have been undertaken.

MINISTRY FOR POLICE AND
EMERGENCY SERVICES PUBLIC
RELATIONS EXPENDITURE
(Question No. 1477)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:
What is the purpose ofthe total public relations expenditure for departments, authorities and agencies
within his administration in respect of the main categories of expenditure for 1982-83?

Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services)-The answer is:
It is Government policy not to spend public money
on public relations unless it is necessary to inform
members of the public of Government services available to them. My Ministry's expenditure is consistent
with that policy.

MINISTRY FOR POLICE AND
EMERGENCY SERVICES EXPENDITURE
(Question No. 1480)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:
1. In respect of departments, agencies and authorities within his administration, what proportion of the
expenditure in 1981-82 will be recovered from--(a)
individual and corporate users; (b) Victorian Government taxes and charges; (c) other Victorian Government departments; (iJ) Commonwealth Government
grants; and (e) other sources?
2. What are the estimated proportions for recouping
such expenditure in 1982-831

Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services)-The answer is:
To provide this information would place an unwarranted strain on staff resources. It is suggested, however, that the honourable member refer to the Budget
Papers for an overall view.

NON-GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATIONS
UNDER MINISTRY FOR POLICE AND
EMERGENCY SERVICES
(Question No. 1483)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:
In respect of each quasi-autonomous non-Government organization within his administration whether
he will furnish a detailed schedule showing for the
latest available year--(a) the number of employees;
(b) the revenue surplus or deficit; (c) contributions to
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subscribed capital by-(i) Government: and (ii) nonGovernment sources; (d) total net worth; (e) total assets; (f) total liabilities; (8.) percentage rate of return
or loss on-(i) capital; (11) net worth and (iii) total
assets; (h) total revenues and expenditures;
(;) percentage profit or loss on revenues--(i) before
contributions or levies paid to the Treasury; and (ii)
after such payments; (k) total borrowings; (I) total
reinvestment of~i) surplus funds and reserves; (ii)
provisions; and (ih) any other funds; (m) the date of
the last annual report presented to Parliament;
(n) powers to fix pnces, rates, tariffs, levies or otherwise impose charges; (0) cost of services provided at
less than prevailing market rates to-(i) other Government departments, agencies and authorities; and (ii)
other customers; (P) powers to search and detain;
(q) whether a register of interests of office holders is
kept; (r) method of appointment of senior office holders indicating in respect of such officers--(i) their
names; (ii) the dates of first appointment and successive re-appointment; and (iii) the expiry date of present
term of office; and (s) date at which enabling powers
were last reviewed?

Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services)-The answer is:
I am not prepared to answer this question in view of
the difficulty and time that would be involved in extracting the information. If the honourable member
has any specific requirement in regard to this matter I
would be pleased to consider that requirement
separately.

NON-GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATIONS
UNDER DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY
WELFARE SERVICES
(Question No. 1573)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Community Welfare Services:
In respect of each quasi-autonomous non-Govern-

ment ol1lnization within his administration whether

he will furnish a detailed schedule showing for the
latest available year--(a) the number of employees;
(b) the revenue surplus or deficit; (c) contributions to
subscribed capital by-(i) Government; and (ii) nonGovernment sources; (d) total net worth; (e) total assets; (/) total liabilities; (8.) percentage rate of return
or loss on-(i) capital; (11) net worth and (iii) total
assets; (h) total revenues and expenditures;
(;) percentage profit or loss on revenues-(i) before
contributions or levies paid to the Treasury; and (ii)
after such payments; (k) total borrowings; (I) total
reinvestment of--(i) surplus funds and reserves; (ii)
provisions; and (iii) any other funds; (m) the date of
the last annual report presented to Parliament;
(n) powers to fix pnces, rates, tariffs, levies or otherwise impose cha.rges; (0) cost of services provided at
less than prevailing market rates to-(i) other Government departments, agencies and authorities; and (ii)
other customers; (p) powers to search and detain;
(q) whether a register of interests of office holders is
kept; (r) method of appointment of senior office holders indicating in respect of such officers--(i) their
names; (ii) the dates of first appointment and successive re-appointment; and (iii) the expiry date of present
term of office; and (s) date at which enabling powers
were last reviewed?
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Mrs TONER (Minister for Community Welfare Services)-The answer is:
I am not prepared to answer this question in view of
the difficulty and time that would be involved in extracting the information required. If the honourable
member has any specific requirement in regard to this
matter, I would be pleased to consider that requirement separately.

TOURISM WORKS AND SERVICES
(Question No. 1583)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:
Whether steps have been taken to reduce the dependence of departments, asencies and authorities administering tourism on outsIde provision of works and
services; if so what steps; if not, whether such action
will be taken?

Mr CATUIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:
Within the areas of tourism and liquor control there
is little requirement for outside works and services.
There is no perceived problem relating to dependency
on outside providers. Legislation was recently passed
to establish the Victorian Tourism Commission and
that legislation clearly indicates the role of that commission in relation to the provision of works and
services.

INFORMATION SUPPLIED TO
TELEVISION MEDIA UNDER TOURISM
(Question No. 1584)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:
1. What investigations have been undertaken by departments, authorities and agencies administering
'tourism into the provision of information to television
media for dissemination through the telecast system?
2. Whether he will furnish brief details of information likely to be provided, indicating the expected costs
both to the department authority or agency and to the
television media?

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:
1. The Victorian Government Travel Authority has
gained community service placements for the VGTA
"Ready and WaitlO$" advertisements in regional and
metropolitan televiSIon in Victoria.
.
If a commercial value was placed on these placements, it would be over $200 000.
This is obviously tremendous exposure to make the
public more aware of the many man-made and natural
attractions Victoria has to offer.
2. The cost to the television media is the commercial value of the placement foregone, i.e. $200 000.
The cost to the Victorian Government Travel
Authority is only the cost of having the commercial tag
removed from the advertisements. There is a once only
cost of several hundred dollars including copies of the
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community service commercials to the television
stations.
The Liquor Control Commission has no, nor is it
considering, involvement with the television media.

TOURISM PUBLIC RELATIONS
EXPENDITURE
(Question No. 1585)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:
What is the purpose of the total public relations expenditure for departments, authorities and agencies
administering tourism in respect ofthe main categories
of expenditure for 1982-83?

Mr CATUIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:
In accordance with Government policy, public relations activity is undertaken only to inform the public
of Government services available to them.

INTERNAL AUDITORS UNDER
TOURISM
(Question No. 1586)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:
How many internal auditors were employed by departments, authorities and agencies administering
tourism in 1981-82 and what is the estimate for
1982-83?

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:
Nil.

TOURISM INSTRUCTION MANUALS
(Question No. 1587)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:
1. What are the titles of all instruction manuals issued by departments, authorities and agencies administering tourism?
2. How frequently these manuals are updated?
3. Whether a copy of each such manual is available
in the Parliamentary Library; if not, why?

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:
1. Victorian Government Travel Authority Accounting Manual and Victorian Government Travel
Authority Ministry for Tourism Accounts Branch Accounting Manual.
2. As required.
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3. As these are internal operations manuals only, it
is not considered appropriate to provide them to the
Parliamentary Library.

TOURISM EXPENDITURE
(Question No. 1588)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:
1. In respect of departments, agencies and authorities administering tourism, what proportion of the expenditure in 1981-82 will be recovered from(a) individual and corporate users; (b) Victorian
Government taxes and chaIJes; (c) other Victorian
Government departments; (d) Commonwealth Government other grants; and (e) other sources?
2. What are the estimated proportions for recouping
such expenditure in 1982-83?

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:
As this information would place an unwarranted
strain on limited staff resources I do not propose to
answer it. The honourable member, however, should
refer to the Budget Papers for an over-all view of the
situation.

TOURISM COMMUNICATIONS
(Question No. 1589)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:
What was the expenditure by all departments, authorities and agencies administering tourism in 1981-82
together with the estimate for 1982-83 in the the following categories--(a) stamps; (b) telegrams; (c) telex
services; (d) Telecom land lines; (e) printing and stationery; and (f) advertising?

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:
Expenditure
1981-82
$
(a) Stamps
103604
(b) Telegrams
75
(c) Telex
26025
(d) Telecom Land Lines
28
(e) Printing and Stationery
765718
(f) Advertising

Estimates
1982-83
$
109 400
100
29100
28
648500
998000

TOURISM COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS
(Question No. 1590)

Mr WILLIAMS (Don caster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:
I. Whether any department, authority or agency administering tourism is installing an automated text
communication system, and at what cost?
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2. Whether any such system will be linked to any
public media group; if so, which group or groups?
3. Which offices are connected to special Telecom
land lines?

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:
In answering this question, it is assumed that the
honourable member is referring to telex and facsimile
transfer machines.
1. The Victorian Government Travel Authority has
five telex machines to link Melbourne and interstate
offices. Costs are in accordance with usual Telecom
charges. No facsimile transfer machines are used.
2. No.
3. Not applicable.

NON-GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATIONS
UNDER TOURISM
(Question No. 1591)

Mr WILLIAMS (Don caster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:
In respect of each quasi-autonomous non-government organization administering tourism whether he
will furnish a detailed schedule showing for the latest
available year--(a) the number of employees; (b) the
revenue surplus or deficit; (c) contributions to subscribed capita] by--(i) Government; and (ii) non-government sources; (d) total net worth; (e) total assets;
<f) total liabilities; (g) percentage rate of return or ]oss
on--(i) capital; (ii) net worth and (iii) total assets; (h)
total revenues and expenditures; ()) percentage profit
or loss on revenues--(i) before contributions or levies
paid to the Treasury; and (ii) after such payments; (k)
total borrowings; (/) total reinvestment of--(i) surplus
funds and reserves; (ii) provisions; and (iii) any other
funds; (m) the date of the last annual report presented
to Parliament; (n) powers to fix prices, rates, tariffs,
levies or otherwise impose charges; (0) cost of services
provided at less than prevailing market rates to--(i)
other Government departments, agencies and authorities; and (ii) other customers; (P) powers to search and
detain; (q) whether a register of interests of office holders is kept; (r) method of appointment of senior office
holders indicating in respect of such officers-(i) their
names; (ii) the dates of first appointment and successive re-appointments; and (iii) the expiry date of present term of office; and (s) date at which enabling powers
were last reviewed?

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:
I am not prepared to answer this question in view of
the difficulty and time that would be involved in extracting the information required. If the honourable
member has any specific requirement in regard to this
matter, I would be pleased to consider that requirement separately.
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AUDIT STAFF EMPWYED UNDER
CROWN

Questions on Notice

Rather than conduct a further investigation the time
of professional staff is being directed to community
education about not only school lunches, but about
food consumption by children in the home, and to(Question No. 1689)
wards better understanding by parents of their chilMr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the dren's needs.
2. On 19 July 1982 I wrote to the Minister of EduPremier:
cation expressing my concern about the poor nutriWhat proportion of the audit staff employed by tional quality of food offered to students by many
canteens.
Government departments, authorities and agencies are
engaged in-{a) internal audit; and (b) external audit;
Health Commission personnel have previously
indicatin$ those involved in-{i) regulatory compli- worked with representatives of the Victorian Federaance audIting both systems based and otherWise;. and
tion of State School Parents' Cubs, the Victorian
(ii) financial efficiency auditing including effectiveness,
Council of School Organisations, and the Education
system based, and otherwise?
Department, on preparation of "Nutrition Guidelines
for School Canteens and School Councils". It was reMr CAIN (Premier)-The answer is:
cognised by the writers that School Councils should
form policies for canteen food which as far as possible
The Auditor-General is charged with the responsishould be integrated with current nutrition education
bility of providing Parliament. with the information
in the school. This was supported by the then Assistant
which it requires to exercise oversight of the financial
Minister of Education, the Honourable Norman Lacy.
operations of Government departments and statutory
I have suggested that further meetings be arranged
bodies. This is the external audit function and Part 7
between School Councils, Principals and parent groups
of his 1982 Annual Report to Parliament provides a
with officen of the Health Commission, about cancomprehensive explanation of the operation of that
teens. This is happening in some areas already.
office, the audit methodology and staffing levels.
In a number of schools, dental therapists, dietitians,
The internal audit function is the responsibility of
school nurses and community health nurses have
individual agencies and information on staffing levels
worked with school representatives on the provision
is not kept centrally. This information will be provided
of a basic meal at lunch time.
in answers to the individual questions on this topic
asked by the honourable member of each Minister.
These activities are part of a continuing programme
of parent and child education through a variety of services, including the School Dental Service, Early Childhood Development Programmes, Infant Welfare
DIET OF SCHOOL CHILDREN
Centres, the School Medical Service and Community
(Question No. 1694)
Health Centres."
Despite increasing evidence linking poor diet with
Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Min- numerous
diseases, there is little information regardister of Health:
ing the eating habits of young Australians. In particular, there is little data concerning the dietary fibre
1. What investigations have been undertaken by the
Department into the diet of school children and with intakes in these children.
The importance of early childhood in establishing
what results?
2. What recommendations have been made to the eating habits is well documented.
From 1979 to 1981, S90 children from 13 Melbourne
Minister of Education for the improvement of school
schools have been surveyed to investigate the dietary
diets by-{a) the provision of basic meals at lunch
habits of children in Grades 4, S and 6. It was decided
time; and (b) elimination of "junk foods" in school
tuck shops wherever possible, and in the event that no to study this age sroup because it is possible to comrecommendations have been made, why?
municate with children of this age about their diet.
Initially a pilot survey was carried out at a school of
Mr ROPER (Minister of Health)-The an- mixed socio-economic and ethnic groups. The results
from this study were used to plan the more extensive
swer is:
study.
1. There is already evidence that many children eat
Schools from varying socio-economic groups were
an unsuitable variety of foods and that their health studied to determine if there were any differences besuffers as a result.
tween these schools. Thirty to 40 children from each
A gastro-enterological surgeon from the Heidelberg school were interviewed
Repatriation General Hospital published in the "School
The 24-hour recall technique was used to determine
Bell" of October, 1982 (attached) an article in which quantitative
food consumption.
he wrote that a quarter ofall children had no vegetables
This method has been proven to be reliable by othand one-third no fruit, that many children ate excess
meat and that 36 per cent of children were constipated ers. Aids were also used during interview to improve
dietary recall. Weight was determined in accordance
and one-sixth were obese.
This paper demonstrated an area of continuing con- with recommendations by the National Health and
cern in the life-style of a significant p8!l of the popula- Medical Research Council.
tion. That many people eat an unsatIsfactory variety of
This study is unique because all children were interfood has been supported by studies of particular groups viewed by the one person, research dietitian Mary Ann
of children, some by Health Commission staff:
Holt, therefore allowing for greater standardization.

Questions on Notice
Preliminary results have revealed the following:
GENERAL NUTRITIONAL TRENDS.
Children from the lower socio-economic group consume more refined sugar, e.g., soft drink, lollies, added
sugar. These children also have a lower intake of minimally refined cereals, e.g. wholemeal bread and Weeties, compared with children from schools of higher
socio-economic areas. There was no difference in fat
intake between the varying socio-economic groups.
The proportion of energy from protein is independent of income. Currently it is estimated that Australians consume protein for 12 per cent of their energy.
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guages. As the first step towards wider dissemination
of information, one of the Commission's most recent
publications, on changes in the Health Insurance system, was published in ten community languages; Arabic, Croatian, Greek, Italian, Macedonian, Maltese,
Serbian, Spanish, Vietnamese and English.
In line with the Government's policy to ensure wider
access to information in the health area the range of
health publications in these ten languages will be expanded in 1982-83.
The Health Commission is monitoring the need for
community language translations of publications and
will endeavour to meet any further identified demands.

EDUCATION
The modem mother is usually at work away from
home and therefore she has little time to prepare meals
FLYING OF STATE FLAG BY HOUSING
for her children. Both parents have little energy or time
COMMISSION
in the evening to inquire about their child's ea»ng
habits during the day. The parents may also eat poorly
(Question No. 1748)
themselves and therefore create a poor example for
their child.
Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the MinOur results show that the lower socio-economic
groups are more likely to eat "junk" foods and be ister of Housing:
overweight, presumably because they are more poorly
1. What steps have been taken to ensure that State
educated in the importance of good food.
The universal lack of consumption of fruit and veg- flags are flown each day on all flag poles on Governetables in the varying socio-economic groups could ment buildings within his administration?
indicate that the community at large is still not aware
2. If no steps have been taken, why?
of the importance of these foods in the prevention of
disease.
Mr CATHIE (Minister of Housing)-The anVery few children drank no milk at all and this probswer
is:
ably indicates that the majority of people believe that
it is an essential part of their diet.
The Government supports the flying of the VicIt could be argued strongly that school canteens torian flag on all State Buildings and my Ministry is
should be allowe<;l to exist only if they are a practical aware of this policy.
classroom teaching good eating habits.
Schools are a place oflearning and their canteens are
a part of the system. Nutrition education of teachers,
REPAIRS TO MOTOR VEHICLES OF
canteen operators, children and parents should be
HOUSING COMMISSION
improved,
The NSW Government has shown great concern in
(Question No. 1749)
the eating habits of our young and as a consequence is
actively trying to improve school canteens. It is hoped
Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minthat this change in School canteens will spread to other
States.
ister of Housing:
Prevention ~f disease would appear to be the most
positive way of cutting health costs.
I. Which garages handle motor repair work for all
motor vehicles within his administration?
HEALTH COMMISSION PAMPHLETS
(Question No. 1702)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Health:
In what languages pamphlets are prepared by the
Health Commission indicating whether any additional
languages are contemplated and in the event that no
additional languages are contemplated, why?

Mr ROPER (Minister of Health)-The answer is:
Until recently, a limited number of Health Commission publications have been produced in up to six lan-

2. Whether this work is allocated by tender or otherwise, indicating the cost per hour or other basis of cost
determination?

Mr CATHIE (Minister of Housing)-The answer is:
1. The Ministry of Housing services the whole of
Victoria and as such possesses motor vehicles that operate throughout the State. Throughout the metropolitan area the Ministry vehicles are serviced by Mr L.
Roberts, Automotive Engineer of North Melbourne.
Country vehicles are serviced by numerous small service station operators and by the vehicle makers dealer
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service outlets. Garages which handle Ministry repairs
are:
Wilson and Bolton, Horsham;
P. Stapelton, Wendouree;
Vernon Automotive, Preston;
A. Morris, Bendigo;
R. Best, Warrambool;
Winter and Taylor, Geelong;
Rose City, Benalla;
Merko Datsun, Geelong;
e.T.G. Smith, Shepparton;
Ansett Motors, Hamilton;
Doug Park Motors, Ararat;
J and M Jones, Morwell;
Gary Ward Datsun, Frankston;
Peter Stevens, Ballarat;
Patterson Cheney, Footscray;
Donalda Garage, Bairnsdaie;
Slorach Motors, Hamilton;
Quintan Motors, Yea;
.
Ballarat Motors, Ballarat;
Halloran Motors, Colac;
Blue Gum, Cheltenham;
J. W. and e. King, Ballarat;
Wangaratta Motors, Wangaratta;
Healey Ford, Echuca;
Kelly Bros., Morwell;
Northern Ford, Benalla;
A. H. Boles, Bendigo;
Graham Edgar Motors, Swan Hill;
W. S. Job Carrolls, Scoresby;
P. Winch, Shepparton;
Datsun Service Centre, South Melbourne;
Auto Farm Service, Wodonga;
D. Alexander, Benalla;
Arthur Ellis Motors, Preston;
Narracan Gate Motors, Nyah;
P. Amour, Bendigo;
Provincial Motors, Bendigo;
McDermott Motors, Werribee;
J. Mock, Mildura;
O. Cooper, Oakleigh;
W. F. Burrell, Preston;
P. Amor, Ballarat and Elliotts, Dandenong.
2. Motor vehicle repairs are not allocated by tender
and the basis of cost determination is the recommended cost per hour set down by the Victorian Automobile Chamber of Commerce.

BRIBES PAYABLE TO OFFICERS OF
HOUSING COMMISSION
(Question No. 1751)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Housing:
1. Whether he is aware of the obligation of all American listed corporations to file returns with the United
States Securities and Exchange Commission listing
bribes payable to public officials within the United
States and overseas countries?
2. What steps he has taken to ascertain whether the
name of any official within the employ of any department, agency or authority within his administration is
included in such list, and if no steps have been taken,
why?

Questions on Notice
Mr CATHIE (Minister of Housing)-The answer is:
I consider this question to be not worthy of reply.

FLYING OF STATE FLAG BY
DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY
(Question No. 1768)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Treasurer, for the Minister of Labour and Industry:
1. What steps have been taken to ensure that State
flags are flown each day on all flag poles on Government buildings within his administration?
4 KilO steps have been taken, why?

Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-The answer supplied by the Minister of Labour and Industry is:
The Government supports the flying of the Victorian flag on all State buildings and the Department
of Labour and Industry and Statutory Bodies attached
to it, are aware of this policy.

USE OF DAY LABOUR BY DEPARTMENT
OF LABOUR AND INDUSTRY
(Question No. 1770)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Treasurer, for the Minister of Labour and Industry:
1. How many contracts for work to be performed by
departments, agencies and authorities within his
administration will be carried out by "day labour" in
1982-83?
2. What percentage of total contracts awarded this
represents?
3. What is the total value of contracts which it is
estimated will be let in 1982-83 and what is the estimated value of contacts awarded to day labour?

Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-The answer supplied by the Minister of Labour and Industry is:
This question is not applicable to the Department of
Labour and Industry or statutory bodies attached to it.

REPAIRS TO MOTOR VEHICLES OF
MINISTRY FOR POLICE AND
EMERGENCY SERVICES
(Question No. 1779)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:
1. Which garages handle motor repair work for all
motor vehicles within his administration?
2. Whether this work is allocated by tender or otherwise, indicating the cost per hour or other basis of cost
determination?

Questions on Notice

Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services)-The answer is:
Wherever possible, repair work is undertaken by an
authorized dealer, if the work is covered by the manufacturer's warranty.
The police workshops, Wellington Street, Collingwood, generally speaking, repair and maintain police
motor vehicles, including motor cycles, assigned to
metropolitan districts. In some cases, however, a police vehicle may be repaired by an authorized dealer,
e.g., availability of special tools.
In country districts, where it is impracticable to repair a police vehicle at the workshops, or there is no
local authorized dealer, the best equipped and most
convenient garage is nominated by the officer in charge
of the relevant station. However, the officer in charge's
nomination is subject to inspection by a representative
of the police workshops, as is any authorized dealer,
before a contract to work on police vehicles is let.
Labour charges in respect to police vehicles range
from $14 to $23 an hour.
Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board fire-fighting appliances are maintained at the Board's Thornbury workshops. Generally speaking, m~or repairs to Country
Fire Authority vehicles are effected at its workshops
throughout the State.
Repairs to State Emergency Service vehicles stationed in Melbourne and the Ministry's central administration's vehicle may be undertaken by or on behalf
of the Public Works Department, State Government
vehicle service centre, Victoria Parade, Fitzroy.

USE OF DAY LABOUR BY MINISTRY FOR
POLICE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES
(Question No. 1780)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:
1. How many contracts for work to be performed by
departments, agencies and authorities within his
administration will be carried out by "day labour" in
1982-83?
2. What percentage of total contracts awarded this
represents?
3. What is the total value of contracts which it is
estimated will be let in 1982-83 and what is the estimated value of contracts awarded to day labour?

Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services)-The answer is:
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States Securities and Exchan$e Commission listing
bribes payable to public offiCials within the United
States and overseas countries?
2. What steps he has taken to ascertain whether the
name of any official within the employ of any department, agency or authority within hiS administration is
included in such list, and if no steps have been taken,
why?

Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services)-The answer is:
I am not aware of any such obligation.

INJURIES TO EMPLOYEES OF HEALTH
COMMISSION
(Question No. 1797)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Health:
1. How many employees of de~ments, authorities and agencies within his admmistration were injured during 1981?
2. How many injuries were reported during the year?
3. How many man-hours were lost as a result of the
injuries?
4. What was the total proportion of man-hours lost
through injury to total man-hours worked?

Mr ROPER (Minister of Health)-The answer is:
The answer to this question is provided in respect to
employees employed under the Public Service Act 1974
and exempt employees employed pursuant to Section
4 or 40 (5) of that Act only. Also, it is assumed that by
"injuries" the honourable member is referring to work
related injuries which are subject to claims for Workers' Compensation, as there is no way of estimating the
incidence of time lost through injuries occurring "outside" an employee's occupational environment.
1. A total of 2580 employees were injured in 1981.
2. 2580 injuries were reported during the year. All
injuries reported are referred to the State Insurance
Office, the Commission's Workers' Compensation Insurer, for assessment as to employees' liability.
3. and 4. This information cannot be provided.

FLYING OF STATE FLAG BY TOURISM
ADMINISTRATION
(Question No. 1838)

As this Ministry and its agencies do not accept contracts to perform work, this question is not applicable.

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:

BRIBES PAYABLE TO OFFICER'S OF
MINISTRY FOR POLICE AND
EMERGENCY SERVICES

1. What steps have been taken to ensure that State
flags are flown each day on all flag poles on Government buildings housing tourism administration?
2. If no steps have been taken, why?

(Question No. 1781)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:
1. Whether he is aware of the obligation of all American listed corporations to file returns with the United
Session 1983-121

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:
1. The only Government buildings within my
administration are Victorian Government Travel
Centres in Adelaide, Sydney and Brisbane. Adelaide
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and Brisbane offices are not equipped to fly flags. The
Sydney office does fly the Victorian flag each day.
2. Not applicable.

REPAIRS TO MOTOR VEHICLES USED
BY TOURISM ADMINISTRATION
(Question No. 1839)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:
1. Which garages handle motor repair work for all
motor vehicles operated by tourism administration?
2. Whether this work is allocated by tender or otherwise, indicating the cost per hour or other basis of cost
determination'!

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:
1. The Public Works Department garage. Occasionally, other emergency repair work may be undertaken
elsewhere.
2. At public works garage rates.

USE OF DAY LABOUR BY TOURISM
ADMINISTRATION
(Question No. 1840)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:
1. How many contracts for work to be performed by
departments, agencies and authorities administering
tourism will be carried out by "day labour" in 1982-83?
2. What percentage of total contracts awarded this
represents?
3. What is the total value of contracts which it is
estimated will be let in 1982-83 and what is the estimated value of contracts awarded to day labour?

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:
1. Nil.
2. Not applicable.
3. Not applicable.

BRIBES PAYABLE TO OFFICERS OF
TOURISM ADMINISTRATION
(Question No. 1841)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:
1. Whether he is aware of the obligation of all American listed corporations to file returns with the United
States Securities and Exchanse Commission listing
bribes payable to public offiCials within the United
States and overseas countries?
2. What stePs he has taken to ascertain whether the
name of any official within the employ of any department, agency or authority admimstering tourism is
included in the list of the United States Securities and
Exchange Commission which details bribes payable to
public officials within the United States and overseas

countries by all American listed corporations, and if
no steps have been taken, why?

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:
I consider this question not to be worthy of a reply.

INJURIES TO EMPLOYEES OF TOURISM
ADMINISTRATION
(Question No. 1842)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:
1. How many employees of departments, authorities and agencies administering tourism were injured
during 1981?
2. How many injuries were reported during the year?
3. How many man-hours were lost as a result of the
injuries?
4. What was the total proportion of man-hours lost
through injury to total man-hours worked?

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Fifteen.
Fifteen.
Five hundred and forty-one man-hours.
()'14 per cent.

LIQUOR CONTROL COMMISSION
(Question No. 1872)

Mr EVANS (Ballarat North) asked the Minister for Economic Development:
Whether he will make appointments to fill the
vacancies on the Liquor Control Commission to ensure a speeding up of the processing of applications for
the transfer oflicences?

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:
There are no appreciable delays in the processing of
applications for the transfer of licences. Accordingly, I
do not propose to make any additional appointments
to the Liquor Control Commission at this time. I will,
however, keep the matter under review.

HEALTH ACT BREACHES
(Question No. 1883)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Health:
1. What steps he has taken to ensure that breaches
of the Health Act 1958 are advertised in accordance
with the requirements of the Act?
2. Ifno steps have been taken, why?

Questions on Notice
Mr ROPER (Minister of Health)-The answer is:
Since April 1982 there have been no court recommendations for publication within the terms of Section
294 of the Health Act 1958. I am awaiting advice from
the Health Commission of Victoria concerning the operation of Section 294.

VISUAL DISPLAYS ON HEALTH
IMPROVEMENT
(Question No. 1905)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Health:
1. What steps he has taken through visual displays
to inform and motivate people, especially children,
towards improving their health?
2. Whether he will investigate the possibility of reproducing the South Australian prototype of a six-metre
walk in an artery with pre-recorded audio tracks activated as children walk through the simulated artery to
inform them of the danger of blood clots and fat build
ups; if not, why?

Mr ROPER (Minister of Health)-The answer is:
1. The production of visual displays has become an
important element in the work of the Health Commission's Health Promotion Unit in informing and motivating people towards the improvement of their health.
Displays have been produced for the Royal Show,
Dental Week and a number of regional health
promotions.
2. A Health Promotion display space is currently
being established on the Ground Floor of the Health
Commission Building.
3. The effectiveness of the South Australian display
is presently being assessed and a similar exhibit will be
considered for inclusion in the display if it is considered suitable.
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The State has recommended(1) A universal system of assessment, prior to nursing home rehabilitation, by appropriately qualified
personnel.
(2) That nursing home beds be available for slow
stream rehabilitation and for family relief care.
(3) That set ratios of patients meeting the criteria
for extensive nursing care benefit; basic care benefit be
established.
(4) That there be a more flexible definition of extensive nursing care.
(5) The provision of facilities for specific client
groups, e.g. ambulant, demented patients.
The co-operation of the Commonwealth Government on these issues has been sought over a long
period of time, so far without success.
2. No steps have been taken on a State-wide level
because the State considers that a system of waiting
lists for any service relating to the care of aged or
disabled persons is not in line with contemporary
thinking.

LICENCES ISSUED UNDER
JURISDICfION OF TOURISM
(Question No. 1937)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:
What age limits apply .in n:gard ~o each li~nce
issued pursuant to legIslation, mcluding subo~dinate
legislation, administered by departments, agencies and
authorities administering tourism?

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:

(Question No. 1962)

The minimum age limit for licences issued under
the Liquor Control Act 1968 is eighteen years. There is
no maximum age.
There are no other licences issued pursuant to legislation administered by deJ*.1ments, agencies and
authorities within my jurisdiction.

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Health:

CONFLICf OF INTERESTS OF PERSONS
INVOLVED WITH LIQUOR INDUSTRY

I. Whether any steps are being taken to ensure that
Victoria's elderly receive maximum benefit from the
available large number of nursing home beds; if so,
what steps; if not, why?
2. Whether any steps have been taken to utilize conveniently located, simple and cheap computer technology as an aid to creating a State-wide waiting and
pnority list; if so, what steps; if not, why?

(Question No. 1970)

OCCUPANCY OF NURSING HOME BEDS

Mr ROPER (Minister of Health)-The answer is:
1. The Commission's Working Party on Extended
Care of Aged or Disabled Persons has considered a
number of ways to maximize the effectiveness of the
large number of nursing home beds in Victoria; however the significant role of the Commonwealth Government, particularly in relation to the funding
arrangements is inimical to the most beneficial utilization of nursing home facilities.

Mr SALTMARSH (Wantirna) asked the
Premier:
1. If he will ascertain and advise whether Mr Doug
Elliot, a major advi~r to ~he Governm~nt either i~ the
formation of, or deliberations of, the Liquor AdVISOry
Council currently involved in preparing recommendations relating to liquor outlets, retail liquor outlets
and other matter, is a shareholder, manager, owner of
any retail liquor outlet in Victoria; if so, what are the
addresses of each such outlet?
2. If he will ascertain and advise whether any funds
of the Storemen and Packers' Union or its pension
funds or investment or any other funds are employ~
in any of these businesses or any proposed new retaIl
liquor outlet developments and indicate the properties
concerned?
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3. Whether he is aware of any potential or actual
conflicts of interests either in the advisory functions of
Mr Elliot with the Government, or in the role of the
Minister responsible for administration ofliquor licensing laws and other liquor matters; if so, what is the
nature of such conflict?

Mr CAIN (Premier)-The answer is:
Mr Doug Elliot is a member ofthe Interim Advisory
Panel on Liquor Control and did provide some assistance in recruiting volunteers to serve on that panel. He
is not a major adviser but rather, like all the other
members, a person with considerable practical experience in the liquor industry.
The panel has been convened to provide expert advice from practical people but is an advisory body
only. It has no direct involvement in the making of
Government policy.
Mr Elliot and all other members of the panel were
led to believe that their commercial activities would
not be called into question but rather, would provide a
basis of experience and knowledge that they would
make available without charge to the Government for
the benefit of the people of Victoria.
As Mr Elliot and other members of this panel are
not paid and they are expected only to offer advice,
along with many other community groups and individuals, the possibility of a conflict of interests does
not arise.

UNSOLICITED MATERIAL: CONDUCT
DETRIMENTAL TO CHILDREN
(Question No. 1971)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Attorney-General:
Whether any steps have been taken to prevent persons being exposed to unsolicited material offensive to
them and to prevent conduct exploiting or detrimental
to the interests of children; if so, what steps; if not,
why?

Mr CAIN (Attomey-General)-The answer is:
By letter dated 28 February 1983 the honourable
member was advised as follows:
.
The Government's policy on censorship is that adults
should as far as possible, be free to view or read what
they like provided that unsolicited material is not thrust
upon them and provided that children are protected
from exploitation.
I draw the honourable member's attention to Division 1A of Part V of the Police Offences Act which
empowers the State Classification of Publications Board
to restrict the display, advertisement or sale of specific
publications to persons under the age of eighteen years.
Section 68 of the Police Offences Act also prescribes
offences for making available for profit obscene articles
depicting a child or inviting or procuring a child in the
making of an obscene article.
The Films Act 1971 provides for the classification of
films by the chief censor who may classify films to be
exhibited in public. Having regard to the censor's classification, people can decide for themselves whether or
not to view a particular film.

Questions on Notice
It is an offence for films classified by the censor for
"restricted exhibition", to be shown to persons from
2-18 years.

PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS
AGAINST INTERFERENCE
(Question No. 1972)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Attorney-General:
Whether any steps have been taken to guarantee and
fully protect and enforce fundamental human rights
against both Governmental and private interference; if
so, what steps; if not, why?

Mr CAIN (Attomey-General)-The answer is:
By letter dated 22 February 1983 I advised the
honourable member as follows:
I refer the honourable member to his question No.
348 in respect of the promotion of the international
covenant on civil and political rights through a human
rights bureau and the answer I gave to that question
which may be found in Hansard of9 November 1982,
page 1713.

CONGENITAL MALFORMATIONS
(Question No. 1977)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Health:
What proportion of congenital malformations are
due to-{a) genetic factors; (b) infections; (c) maternal
conditions; (d) proven environmental exposures; (e)
chromosomal aberrations; and <f) other significant
factors, indicating the nature of such factors?

Mr ROPER (Minister of Health)-The answer is:
The collection· of medical statistics on all births in
Victoria commenced only at the beginning of 1982 and
data on those congenital malformations not leading to
a fatal outcome will not be available until 1983 at the
earliest.
Of the total of 795 perinatal deaths in Victoria during 1981, 203 were due to congenital malformations.
The conditions were1. Brain: Nervous System: Spinal Cord Defects
2. Cardiac System
3. Urinary System
4. Digestive System
5. Respiratory System
6. Musculo-Skeletal System
7. Genetic and Chromosomal aberrations
8. Multiple Anomalies (involving many
systems)
9. Conjoint twins

77
30
13

5
3
21
31
22
1
203

Questions on Notice
The cause, or causes of the majority of these lethal
malformations cannot be identified in most cases.
However, the following can be said(a) and (e) The Genetic and Chromosomal groups
together accounted for 31 of the fetal losses. The cause
of chromosomal translocation appears to be related to
maternal age, e.g. Down's Syndrome.
(b) Infections. There were two cases oftoxoplasmosis and one case of cytomegalic viral disease which
resulted in lethal fetal malformation.
(c) Maternal conditions. The significant maternal
stage is that of diabetes mellitus. Ten diabetic women
lost their infants in 1981 and five of these infants were
abnormal.

Other maternal factors under suspicion are alcoholism, drug addiction and smoking but most associated
anomalies are not of a lethal character and hence no
data is presently available.
(d) Environmental factors. As yet there is no statistical evidence in Victoria of any adverse effect of environmental exposures.

(/) Other factors. The cause of the majority of these
cases has not been found. Similar aberrations appear
all over the world and have appeared throughout medical history.

SICK LEAVE AMONG SMOKERS AND
NON-SMOKERS
(Question No. 1993)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Health:
Whether a recent Commonwealth Institute of Health
study found that the average number of days off work
was 1·59 times greater in male smokers than in male
non-smokers and 1· 36 times greater for females; if so,
what steps he is taking in order to reduce-(a) the cost
of workers compensation; and (b) the incidence of sick
leave?

Mr ROPER (Minister of Health)-The answer is:
The Commonwealth Institute of Health study was
published in 1981. It confirms that non-smokers enjoy
better health than smokers which is a fact known to
medical science for many years. This Government is
examining aspects of health promotion, and restriction
of tobacco promotion so as to reduce in the long term
tobacco related disease.

DEATHS IN NURSING HOMES FROM
BRAIN FAILURE
(Question No. 1998)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Health:
Whether he is aware that a large proportion of all
patients in Victorian nursing homes are dying of brain
failure; if so, what steps he is taking in the matter?

Mr ROPER (Minister of Health)-The answeris:
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I am aware that a large proportion of all patients in
nursing homes in Victoria are suffering from dementia,
chronic mental confusion or what has been referred to
by the honourable member as brain failure.
'
The fact that a large number of patients with dementia die in nursing homes is not unexpected, as the prognosis for dementia-which is most commonly a
degenerative condition, which cannot be treated curatively-is measured in terms of a few years. It should
also be said that most patients entering nursing homes,
following proper assessment, do not leave the nursing
home and, for the vast majority, it is their last place of
residential care. Only 10 per cent of nursing home
patients move back home or to other levels of care.
What is of greater importance is how patients with
dementia are cared for in nursing homes, rather than
the fact that many will die there.
A recent survey carried out by the Planning Division
of the Health Commission of all patients above the age
of 65 years, or who had been in any institution for
longer than 60 days-involving over 30 000 patientsdemonstrated that the total number of institutionalized patients with chronic mental confusion in Victoria was over 11 000, of which approximately 7400
were being cared for in nursing homes.
As yet, the Commonwealth Government has not
recognized the needs of chronically mentally-confused
patients, as it has consistently refused to provide an
extensive behavioural care subsidy appropriate to the
staffing needs of demented patients being cared for in
nursing homes or hostels, nor is there a specific behavioural care home nursing subsidy available to families
who are willing to undertake the very extensive responsibilities of home care involving demented
patients.
Recent Health Commission submissions to Canberra on this area of care have either been rejected or
not responded to.

INTAKE OF REFINED
CARBOHYDRATES, ALCOHOL AND FAT
(Question No. 2(00)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Health:
Whether research has proved that an excessive intake of refined carbohydrates, alcohol and fat increases
the risk of coronory heart disease and certain forms of
cancer; if so, what steps the commission is taking to
publicize this matter?

Mr ROPER (Minister of Health)-The answer is:
1. Refined Carbohydrates.
There is no clear cut evidence that excessive intake
of refined carbohydrates (C.H.O.) increases the risk of
coronary heart disea~ (C.H.D.) 9besity is a contri!>uting factor to heart dIsease and If sugars are contmuously eaten in excess of energy (calorie) needs then they
may be indirectly responsible for C.H.D.
There is no evidence of a relationship between a high
refined C.H.O. intake and cancer. The adverse effect of
excess sugars on dental health is undisputed and in
some individuals it may replace more important foods
such as complex C.H.O. 's and thereby be indirectly
responsible for diseases associated with lack of fibre.
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2. Alcohol.
Alcohol consumption is not a risk factor for coronary heart disease. It is however associated with a higher
incIdence of strokes and this is probably because of its
blood pressure raising effect.
It is well documented that alcohol abuse may be the
cause of some upper and lower alimentary tract cancers, i.e. cancers of the oesophagus (gullet) and bowel.
3. Fat.
The association between obesity and coronary heart
disease is well documented. It is also accepted by reputable medical and scientific experts that an excessive
intake of dietary fat is intimately related to the development of C.H.D. However there are differences of
opinion amongst the experts as to the merits of dietary
fat modification. That is, there is disagreement concerning the desirabililty of recommending a reduction
in the intake of saturated fat and cholesterol for a
healthy· population. Many authorities advise identification ofthose in the population who have evidence of
the development of C.H.D. or elevated blood cholesterollevels and then advise dietary management of the
problem.
Dietary studies indicate that fat contributes about 40
per cent of the total energy (calorie) content of the
Australian diet. Nutrition experts recommend that this
be decreased to about 30 per cent of total energy intake
for the population. Thus, by reducing total fat intake,
saturated fat and cholesterol will automatically be
reduced.
Dietary fat has been implicated as a contributing
factor to some forms of cancer.
Dietitians in the Public Health Division of the Health
Commission are involved in nutrition education programmes to create public awareness of the importance
of reducing overall fat, sugar, salt and alcohol consumption and increasing the intake of complex carbohydrates. The National Heart Foundation and the
Nutrition Foundation of Australia are also involved in
informing the public of important nutrition issues.

MANUFACTURE AND SALE OF.SODIUM
FLUORIDE
(Question No. 2015)

Mr DICKINSON (South Barwon) asked tile
Minister of Health:
I. Where sodium fluoride used in the fluoridation
of domestic water supplies is obtained, indicating the
company that manufactures or sells it?
2. What is the present price per tonne?
3. Whether a public or private inspection is carried
out into manufacturing and selling processes?

Mr ROPER (Minister of Health)-The answer is:
I. The chemical most commonly used in the fluoridation of public water supplies in Victoria is sodium
silicofluonde which is obtained as a refined by-product
in the manufacture of fertilisers from phosphate rock
deposits. This rock contains variable amounts of fluoride and is widely distributed throughout the world.
Sodium silicofluoride is presently imported into
Australia from China and marketed by I.C.I. Australia
Ltd.

Questions on Notice
2. The current approximate price of sodium silicofluoride is $445 per tonne.
3. As sodium silicofluoride is imported from China,
it is not possible to arrange public or private inspections of the Chinese manufacturing and selling
processes.
Any request to inspect a fluoridation plant should be
directed to the water authority concerned as that is the
relevant body to decide if it has the resources to conduct inspections.

USE OF SODIUM FLUORIDE
(Question No. 2016)

Mr DICKINSON (South Barwon) asked the
Minister of Health:
1. How much sodium fluoride will be used annually
in the proposed Geelong fluoridation plants?
2. What is the estimated annual cost?
3. Whether all or portion of the annual cost will be
recovered from water consumers; if so, what is the
expected extra annual water rate per household?
4. What are the additional expenses ofthe-(a) cost
~fspec~al plants; (b) meters; (c) tankers; and,Cd) l~bour,
mdicatin, how many extra persons are reqUIred 10 cartage, mixmg and distribution?

Mr ROPER (Minister of Health)-The answer is:
I. The chemical to be used in the Geelong Waterworks and Sewel'8$e Trust's three fluoridation plants is
sodium silicofluonde and not sodium fluoride.
The projected consumption of sodium silicofluoride
based on a water demand of 44 000 ML per year will
be approximately 67 tonnes per year.
2. 3. and 4. Section 8 of the Health (Fluoridation)
Act 1973 states, "The net capital costs and expenses
incurred by any water supply authority in the installation of the necessary eqwpment and control measures
for an approved system for adding fluoride to any public water supply under its control shall be paid to the
water supply authority on the recommendation of the
Commission out of moneys to be provided by the Parliament for that purpose."
The operating expenditure incurred in fluoridation
is the responsibility of the relevant authority and this
covers for example the cost ofchemicals, maintenance,
electricity and labour. These costs may vary between
authorities and this information is not normally supplied to the Health Commission. However, it is understood that the cost to consumers supplied by the
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works is an
average of approximately 45 cents per person per year.
It is also understood that some authorities do not
separate fluoridation costs from other operating costs
because of the relatively small amount involved.
5. It is estimated that the capital cost of installing
the three plants necessary to fluoridate the Geelong
Waterworks and Sewerage Trust's water supply will be
approximately $1 500 000.
It is not possible to give an estimated total cost for
the completion of the Government's fluoridation programme, however to date approximately $6 500 ()()()
has been reimbursed to prOVide around 72 per cent of

Questions on Notice
the Victorian population with the benefits of
fluoridation.

MINISTRY FOR POLICE AND
EMERGENCY SERVICES CORPORATE
PLANS
(Question No. 2028)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:
Whether a corporate plan has been prepared for all
departments, agencies and authorities within his
administration showing-(a) overall objectives; (b)
objectives of divisions and sections; (c) strategies to be
used for meeting objectives; (d) priority and timing of
strategies used; (e) persons responsible for directing
strategies; ( f) criteria for judging effectiveness; and (g)
the system for monitoring level of effectiveness; if so(i) where such plan may be inspected; and (ii) whether
he would cause such plan to be incorporated in Hansard; if not, when it is anticipated that such plan will
be available for the information of the member for
Doncaster?

Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services)-The answer is:
It is the Government's policy that the matters referred to in the question be addressed by departments
as part of the over-all programme aimed at increasing
the efficiency and effectiveness of public administration in Victoria and introducing modem management
techniques. Accordingly, such a corporate plan will be
developed by agencies within my administration and
will be available for inspection when completed.

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY
WELFARE SERVICES CORPORATE
PLANS
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TOURISM CORPORATE PLANS
(Question No. 2040)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:
Whether a corporate plan has been prepared for all
departments, agencies and authorities administering
tourism showing-(a) overall objectives; (b) objectives
of divisions and sections; (c) strategies to be used for
meeting objectives; (d) priority and timing of strategies
used; (e) persons responsible for directing strategies;
(/) criteria for judging effectiveness; and (g) the system
for monitoring level of effectiveness; if so-(i) where
such plan may be inspected; and (ii) whether he would
cause such plan to be incorporated in Hansard; if not,
when it is anticipated that such plan will be available
for the information of the member for Doncaster?

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic
opment)-The answer is:

Devel~

The Victorian Government Travel Authority is in
the process of providing an integrated marketing and
development plan for Victorian tourism. Draft stage
has been completed.
The integrated plan will incorporate objectives,
strategies and meet those objectives, and a system of
monitoring to measure effectIveness and efficiencies of
programmes.
However, the question of the availability of this plan
is unable to be addressed at this time.

ANTI-HYPERTENSIVE DRUGS
RESEARCH
(Question No. 2047)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Health:

(Question No. 2038)

Whether any steps have been taken to expedite research into anti-hypertensive drugs to reduce blood
pressure; if so, what steps; if not, why?

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Community Welfare Services:

Mr ROPER (Minister of Health)-The answer is:

Whether a corporate plan has been prepared for all
departments, agencies and authorities within her
administration showing-(a) overall objectives; (b)
objectives of divisions and sections; (c) strategies to be
used for meeting objectives; (d) priority and timing of
strategies used; (e) persons responsible for directing
strategies; (f) criteria for judging effectiveness; ~nd (g)
the system for monitoring level of effectiveness; if so(i) where such plan may be inspected; and (ii) whether
she would cause such plan to be incorporated in H ansard; if not, when it is anticipated that such plan will
be available for the information of the member for
Doncaster1

Mrs TONER (Minister for Community Welfare Services)-The answer is:
It is the Government's policy that the matters re-

ferred to in the question be addressed by departments
as part of the over-all programme aimed at Increasing
the efficiency and effectiveness of public administration in Victoria and introducing modem management
techniques. Acoordin$1y, such a corporate plan will be
developed by agenCIes within my administration.
However, the question of the availability of the plan is
unable to be addressed at this time.

Research into anti-hypertensive drugs has been proceeding for the last three decades, and continues today.
As a result there is a range of effective anti-hypertensive drugs available for doctors to treat their patients
suffering from high blood pressure.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE DIRECTED TO
DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY
(Question No. 2076)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Labour and Industry:
1. What are the details of arrangements for the
answering of questions on notice directed to him with
respect to responsible officers on his personal staffand!
or within departments, agencies or authorities within
his administration charged with the duty of-(a) examining the question asked; and (b) preparing the
answer?
2. Whether he has sought any reports on the large
number of questions on the notice paper addressed to
him which remain unanswered; if not, why?
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3. Whether he has instigated any measures to facilitate the answering of Questions on notice; if not, why?

2. What plans there are to increase this number,
indicating the size of any increase?

Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-The answer supplied by the Minister of Labour and Industry is:

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:

1. The relevant information for answers to Q~es
tions on Notice is prepared by the relevant divisions
or statutory bodies within the department and co-ordinated by the Research section.
2. No, as I am confident that the department is providing answers to Questions on notice as Quickly as
possible given the large number of Questions directed
to me and the limited resources available to research
and process the replies.
3. No; the existing arrangements are considered to
be the best possible for handling questions on notice,
given the number of questions directed to this department and the demands of priorities within the
department.
•

1. Nil.
2. Investigations are being undertaken by the Victorian Government Travel Authority.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
(Question No. 2080)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:
1. What are the details of arrangements for the
answering of questions on notice directed to him with
respect to responsible officers on his personal staff and/
or within departments, agencies or authorities within
his administration charged with the duty of-{a) examining the question asked; and (b) preparing the
answer?
2. Whether he has sought any reports on the large
number of questions on the notIce paper addressed to
him which remain unanswered; if not, why?
3. Whether he has instigated any measures to facilitate the answering of questions on notice; if not, why?

Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services)-The answer is:
1. Answers to questions on notice are prepared by
the central administration of the Ministry based on
information supplied by relevant agencies, where
appropriate.
2. No. I am confident, however, that my Ministry is
providing answers as efficiently as possible given the
large number of questions directed to my Ministry and
the limited amount of resources available to research
and process the replies.
3. No. I consider that the existing arrangements to
be the best possible for answering questions on notice,
given the large number directed to my Ministry and
the demands of priorities within the Mmistry.

USE OF VISUAL DISPLAY UNITS BY
TOURISM ADMINISTRATION
(Question No. 2103)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:
1. How many visual display units are in use in departments, agencies and authorities administering
tourism?

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
(Question No. 2104)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Economic Development:
I. What are the details of arrangements for the
answering of questions on notice directed to him with
respect to responsible officers on his personal staff and/
or within departments, agencies or authorities administering tourism charged with the duty of-{a) examining the question asked; and (b) preparing the answer?
2. Whether he has sought any reports on the large
number of questions on the notice paper addressed to
him which remain unanswered; if not, why?
3. Whether he has instigated any measures to facilitate the answering of questions on notice; if not, why?

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:
1. Answers to questions on notice are prepared by
the Ministerial Services Division of the Ministry for
Tourism.
2. I am confident that the department is providing
answers to questions as efficiently as possible given the
large numbers directed to my Ministry and the limited
amount of resources available to research and process
the replies.
3. The existing arrangements are considered to be
the best possible for handling questions on notice, given
the numbers of questions directed to this Ministry and
the demands of priorities within the Ministry.

TOURISM DISCRETIONARY FUNDS
(Question No. 2197)

Mr BROWN (Westemport) asked the Minister for Economic Development:
1. Whether any moneys were allocated by the tourism administration in the State Budget announced on
22 September 1982, which would be available for distribution at his discretion; if so, what amount has been
so allocated?
2. Whether such discretionary funds were available
within the 1981-82 State Budget?

Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic Development)-The answer is:
1. Historically, the disbursement of the Tourist Fund
has been at the discretion of the responsible Minister.
However, with the abolition ofTrost Funds during the
financial year 1982-83, all future expenditure will be
subjected to Treasury budgetary processes. During the
financial year 1982-83, amounts from the Tourist Fund
will be applied as follows: .
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Facilities in Tourist Areas
458000
Victorian Government Travel Authority 960 000
Grants to Regional Authorities
275000
Joint VGTA Regional Promotions
165000
General Regional Grants and Subsidies
98 000
81 000
Research
2. Similar funding was available during the financial
year 1981-82.

PROPERTY DAMAGE CAUSED TO
FORMER OWNER OF STATION HOTEL
(Question No. 2212)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Attorney-General:
1. Whether he is taking steps to ensure legal redress
from and/or conviction of those responsible for damage suffered by Mrs Lois Cooper formerly of the Station Hotel, Port Melbourne, as a result of being
summoned to give evidence before the Royal Commission on the Activities of the Federated Ship Painters
and Dockers Union about an article published in The
Bulletin on 9 February 1982; if so, what steps?
2. Whether an ex-gratia payment will be made to
Mrs Cooper and if not, why?

Mr CAIN (Attomey-General)-The answer is:
1. As the honourable member may be aware, an
individual was committed to stand trial in the County
Court in December, 1982 on charges relaiing to incidents which occurred at the Station Hotel, Port Melbourne in June 1982.
The matter has not yet been resolved by the courts.
2. This is not an appropriate case for an ex-gratia
payment in view of the redress available through the
courts.

STATISTICS ON INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES
(Question No. 2217)

Mr RAMSAY (8alwyn) asked the Premier:
In view of his assertion recorded at page 308 of Hansard on 15 September 1982 that in all other industries
the 1982 figures for Victoria show an average drop in
days lost due to disputes since 1981 of 82 per cent,
whether he will provide the details of statistics from
the Australian Bureau of Statistics and associated calculations on which he based his assertion?

Mr CAIN (Premier)-The answer is:
The figures used to illustrate the marked improvement in the number of working days lost due to disputes in the June quarters in 1981 and 1982, as indicated
in the Ministerial statement on industrial relations delivered on 15 September 1982, were calculated from
basic data supplied by the Australian Bureau of Statistics in published catalogue number 6321 and unpublished figures for Victoria based on the same format as
table 2 of the published material.
Figures for "Other Manufacturing" included days
lost during May 1982 on a single dispute in a private
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enterpnse (Carlton and United Breweries). Working
days lost in this dispute represented two-thirds of total
days lost nationally and an even higher proportion of
Victorian days lost. Accordingly, this sector has been
removed as it distorted the apparent trend of all other
sectors.
Calculations
(1) Australia
Working Days Lost ('000)
(a) All Industries
1981
1982
176·2
107·4
April
, 216·4
May
117·8
367·3
81·6
June
Quarter

306-8

759·9

Difference
-453·1
(-59·6 per
cent)

(b) Other Manufacturing

April
May
June

1982
15·6
33·4
19·4

1981
12·3
16·8
66·1

Quarter

68·4

95·2

238·4

664·7

Difference
-26·8
(-28·2 per
cent)
(c) All Industries less other Manufacturing
1981
1982
306·8
759·9
68·4
95·2-

(2) Victoria
Workin~ Days Lost ('000)
(a) All ndustries
1982
11·9
~ril
ay
45·3
June
15·7
Quarter

72·9

(b) Other Manufacturing

April
May
June

1982
3·9
30.9
11·1

Difference
-426·3
(-64·1 per
cent)

1981
41·7
36-0
99·3
177·0

Difference
-104-1
(-58·8 per
cent)

1981
3·7
9·5
6·9

45·9' ---w:t

Difference
+25·8
(+128·4
percent)
(c) All Industries less Other Manufacturing
1981
1982
72·9
177·0
45·920.1Quarter

27·0

156·9

Difference
-129·9
(-82·8 per
cent)
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
The following answers to questions on notice
were circulated-

,ODYSSEY HOUSE
(Question No. 198)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Health:
I. Whether the Odyssey House drug treatment
method is any different from other therapeutic
community procedures for the cure of heroin addicts?

2. What scientific evidence exists as to the superiority of the Odyssey House method of drug treatment
over other methods?

3. Whether there is a lack of appropriately experienced psychiatrists for drug rehabilitatiOn in Victoria;
if so, what steps are being taken to increase the supply
of such persons?
4. What evidence there is that Or J. Densen-Gerber
possesses unique qualifications in this field to require
the export of health dollars?
5. Why Or Densen-Gerber is ~rmitted to practice
for varying periods in the State without having to meet
the criteria for registration required of other resident
practitioners?

Mr ROPER (Minister ofHealth)-The answer
is:
1. Odyssey House is the only residential therapeutic
community of its kind and size in Victoria.

It is a long-term programme (up to two years)
entirely drug-free and medically supervised.
The treatment programme is different from others in
its combination and integration of clinical and therapeutic approaches to several groups of resident people
within the one operation.
The span of services provided to residents covers
group and private therapy, formal education, vocational guidance and education, recreation and community re-entry.
2. There is no known study which compares all drug
treatment methods and seeks to establish the superiority of one method over another, nor is it relevant to
show superiority since different people have different
needs and respond to different treatment methods.

3. There is a lack of appropriately experienced
psychiatrists for drug rehabilitation in Victoria.
The Alcohol, Drug and Forensic Branch of the
Mental Health Division ofthe Health Commission has
now appointed several psychiatrists and physicians
and is seeking to employ more. It has not ,been successful in obtainin3 further staff despite repeated advertisements. This situation exists for psychiatrists within
other areas of the Mental Health Division.
A number of steps are being taken to provide training and develop an interest in the field of drug rehabilitation.

Two Rotating Resident positions and one Fellow in
Community Practice position are made available each
year for young medical graduates. In 1983 for the first
time a 5th Year Trainee Psychiatrist will be assigned to
the Alcohol, Drug and Forensic Services.
Discussions are also being held at State/National
level by interested doctors and organizations to
develop special training programmes at under-graduate and post-graduate levels in the alcohol and drug
field, for example, Australian Medical Society on Alcohol and Drug Related Problems.
4. Australia had no drug-free therapeutic community
prior to the establishment of Odyssey House and therefore the experience and skills that Or Densen-Gerber
possesses were not available locally. Since she founded
Odyssey House in the United States in 1967 the
programme has admitted around 10 000 addicts. Or
Densen-Gerber personally supervises all of the residents in the United States of America programme
several times each year and therefore her experience in
this area during the past fifteen years is vast.
A few of her more notable appointments and
achievements, which reinforce her credibility as an
expert in the field of drug dependency, are:
(i) Member, Drug Experience Advisory Committee, Department of Health, Education and
Welfare, (United States of America Federal
Government). 1973 to 1976;
(ii) Consultant, National Centre for Health
Research and Development, Department of
Health, Education and Welfare, Public Health
Services. 1972 to present;
(iii) New York State Medical Society-Member of
Sub-Committee on Drug Abuse. 1968 to
present;
(iv) President, New York Council on AlcoholismACCEPT Board of Directors. 1978 to present;
(v) Institute for Child Mental Health - Professional
Advisory Committee for the Study of Drug
Abuse Among Children and Adolescents. 1972
to present.
5. Or Densen-Gerber's role in the Melbourne Odysseyprogramme is that of a consultant to the treatment
staff. Because of her extensive experience of drug problems in the United States of America as well as other
countries she is able to provide training to the psychiatrists and other staff who are managing the residents.
She is not considered as a practitioner but rather as a
specialist training consultant.
(Question No. 199)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Health:
1. What evaluation has been made by the Health
Commission into the success or failure rate of the
Odyssey House method of drug rehabilitation?
2. Whether he will make a copy of such report available to the House?
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Mr ROPER (Minister ofHeulth)- The answer

Inception 16-8-79
to 30-6-82
(34 months)
$22 500
$11481

is:
The Odyssey programme has only been operational
in Victoria for two years. The programme is a longterm one with completion taking approximately two
years. Therefore it is too early to evaluate the
programme as it has not been operational for a sufficiently long period to make such a study meaningful.
It is proposed to consider an outcome of evaluation
once the programme has been established for a longer
period.

1. Consultant fees, M. Luger*
2. Travel expenses, M. Luger
3. Travel expenses, G. Woellner
(New South Wales Accountant)
4. Travel expenses, Dr J. Densen-Gerber
(one half-share-interstate and
international air fares)
·Fees for work in Victoria.

$272
$11384

(Question No. 204)

(Question No. 200)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Min-

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Min-

ister of Health:

ister of Health:

Whether he will ascertain and advise what payments
were made on behalf of or by Odyssey House in
Victoria or the James McGrath Foundation in Victoria
to either the Odyssey Institute or any Odyssey House
facility in the United States of America since the inception of Odyssey House in Victoria?

Why the Odyssey House centre is permitted to reject
an addict seekmg treatment when other Governmentfunded clinics must treat addicts who apply for treatment?

Mr ROPER (Minister ofHealth)-The answer

Voluntary agencies subsidized by the Government
are free to treat clients on the basis of clinical judgments as to the appropriateness of the particular
programmes to individual cases.

is:
The Executive Director of the James McGrath
Foundation has advised that the following payments
have been made on behalf of or by Odyssey in Victoria
or the James McGrath Foundation in Victoria to either
Odyssey Institute or any Odyssey House facility in the
United States of America since the inception of
Odyssey House in Victoria:
Inception 16-8-79
to 30-6-82
(34 months)
1. Consultant Fees, Dr J. Densen-Gerber*.

$37000

2. Reimbursement of expenses
incurred on behalf of
Odyssey House, Melbourne.

$1000

3. Advance on expenses.

$1000

4. In-residence, advanced treatment and
training course in the United States
of America for Victorians.

Mr ROPER (Minister ofHealth)-The answer

is:

JAMES McGRATH FOUNDATION
(Question No. 205)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Min-

ister of Health:
Whether he will ascertain and inform the House of
the detailed break-up of travel and accommodation
expenses incurred by the James McGrath Foundation
in Victoria since 16 August 1979?

Mr ROPER (Minister ofHealth)-The answer

is:

$29 125

·Fees for work in Victoria.
(Question No. 202)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Min-

ister of ljealth:
Whether he will ascertain and advise why moneys
were paid by Odyssey House in Victoria during the
period from inception to 30 June 1982 to Odyssey
House in New South Wales for goods, fees, services or
any other specified or unspecified purpose?

The Executive Director of the James McGrath
Foundation has provided the following detailed breakup of travel and accommodation expenditure incurred
by the James McGrath Foundation in Victoria since
16-8-79:
Inception 16-8-79
to 30-6-82
(34 months)
(a) Establishment
$3454
(b) Overseas Consultant
$13880
(c) Interstate Consultant
$11 481
(d) Staff (local, interstate and overseas)
$31263
(e) Residents (local and interstate)
$11 912
if) Other
$955
(g) Motor vehicles (does not
include depreciation)
$68629

Mr ROPER (Minister ofHealth)- The answer

is:
The Executive Director of the James McGrath
Foundation has advised that the following amounts
have been paid by Odyssey House in Victoria during
the period from inception to 30-6-82, to Odyssey
House in New South Wales for goods, fees, services or
any other specified or unspecified purposes:

(Question No. 206)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Min-

ister of Health:
Whether he will ascertain and inform the House of
the detailed break-up of fees paid by the James
McGrath Foundation in Victoria to local and overseas
consultants since 16 August 1979?
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Mr ROPER (Minister ofHealth)- The answer

ODYSSEY HOUSE

is:

(Question No. 211)

The Executive Director of the James McGrath
Foundation has provided the following detailed
break-up of fees paid by the James McGrath Foundation in Victoria to local and overseas consultants since
16-8-79:
Inception 16-8-79
to 30-6-82
(34 months)
(a) Overseas
Dr J udianne Densen-Gerber
$37000
Mrs F. Koniski
$2998
(b) Local
Mr M. Luger Programme Consultant
to James McGrath Foundation in
$22500
New South Wales)
Miss E. Leonard
$14918
(Consultant Psychologist)
Mr L. Henchliffe
$262
(Consultant Psychologist)
Mr 1. Baron
$2055
(Consultant Psychologist)
Mr D. Lewis
$667
(Consultant Psychologist)
Mr P. Lambert
$1958
(Consultant Psychologist)
(Question No. 209)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Health:
Whether he has received information from the State
of New York Attorney-General concerning his investigation into Odyssey House; if so, what information; if
not, whether he will expedite steps to secure such information?

Mr ROPER (Minister ofHealth)-The answer
is:
The Health Commission has received a copy of the
news release issued by the New York State AttorneyGeneral on 12 January, 1982 concerning the results of
his investigation into Odyssey House.

HEROIN USERS
(Question No. 210)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Health:
What was the estimated number of heroin users in
Victoria as at 30 June 1970, 1975, 1980 and 1982,
respectively, indicating in respect ofusers-(a) the sex;
(b) whether under 30 years of age; (c) whether an intermittent user; and (d) whether classified as an addict?

Mr ROPER (Minister ofHealth)- The answer
is:
There is no reliable estimate of the number of heroin
users in Victoria. In view of the fact that heroin is
illegal, statistics regarding incidence of use are difficult
to obtain. Various agencies such as the Police and treatment services have data relevant to a specific section of
the problem. However, no over-all current estimate is
possible.

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Health:
Whether he will make available to the House an
updating of the Odyssey House success or failure rate in
the United States in terms of data published at page 575
of the proceedings of the International Conference on
Drug Abuse 1972 edited by Chris 1. Zarafonetis, M.D.,
University of Michigan?

Mr ROPER (Minister ofHealth)-The answer
is:
There are no updated figures available from the
United States of America in terms of data published on
page 575 of the proceedings of the International
Conference on Drug Abuse 1972, edited by Chris 1.
Zarafonetis, M.D., University of Michigan.

USE OF THE TRANQUILIZER
"DIAZEPAM" (V ALIUM)
(Question No. 284)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Health:
What steps he has taken to ensure that use of the
tranquillizer 'Diazepam' (Valium) does not cause
cancer of the breast and prostate gland, hormonal
stimulation and other disorders?

Mr ROPER (Minister ofHealth)- The answer
is:
Diazepam is one of the class of benzodiazepine
compounds that are used mainly in the treatment of
anxiety states. In general, the clinical toxicity of the
benzodiazepines is low. However, diazepam, like most
other drugs has certain side effects which doctors are
aware of when prescribing it. Patient protection has
been ~nsured by scheduling it in Schedule Four so that
it is only available on prescription. The standard pharmacological textbooks do not comment on hormonal
stimulation occurring to any clinically important
extent.
Concerning a possible link with cancer, oxazepam,
which is metabolite of diazepam, has been reported to
cause liver tumours in mice, but there has been no
evidence to show that diazepam is related to the development of cancer in human beings. Diazepam was
examined by the Working Group of the International
Agency for Research in Cancer in 1977, but no case
reports or epidemiological studies in humans were
available to them.
A recent case-control study in breast cancer patients
reported in Lancet in March 1982, concluded that
diazepam use did not increase the risk of breast cancer
relative to other cancers.
Diazepam was also considered by the Australian
Drug Evaluation Committee in March 1982. The
committee evaluated the most recent animal studies
relating to the possible carcinogenicity of this drug,
such studies, however, did not increase our knowledge
of the carcinogenic potential of diazepam.
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INTEGRA TION OF PRIVATE AND
PUBLIC HOSPITAL FACILITIES
(Question No. 292)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Health:
Whether he will report to Parliament at an early date
on possible ways in which speciality services and facilities provided by private hospitals to patients able to
pay can be effectively integrated with public hospital
facilities for patients unable to pay for such services?

Mr ROPER (Minister ofHealth)- The answer
is:
I do not understand the meaning of the question
completely and presume that the honourable member
is suggesting that private hospital special services and
facilities be made available to public patients in public
hospitals. If this is so, I must answer that the unavailability of funds would prevent such integration since the
proposal would result in an effective increase in public
hospital facilities. If he means something else by his
question could he talk to me about it?

sought a more co-operative exchange of information
for Commonwealth and State which would require
legislative action by both Governments.
If evidence of overservicing was found by the
Commonwealth Medical Services Committee of
Inquiry it would normally be reported to the Medical
Board of Victoria for investigation.

MINISTERIAL DOCUMENT SERVICE
(Question No. 356)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the
Premier:
Whether members of Parliament are eligible to be
placed on the distribution list for the Ministerial Document Service; if not, why?

Mr CAIN (Premier)- The answer is:
The honourable member is informed that there is no
such service. The second part of this question is therefore irrelevant.

ACCESS TO LAW DEPARTMENT
DOCUMENTS

URINE SCREEN TESTS OF NEWBORN
CHILDREN
(Question No. 294)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Health:
Whether the newborn are still subject to urine screen
tests; if not, why?

Mr ROPER (Minister ofHealth)- The answer
is:
The routine urine screening of all newborn infants is
not performed.
Currently, only premature newborn and the
newborn with abnormalities or with suspect clinical
signs are subject to routine screening tests.
Experience over the years has shown that where the
baby is clinically normal, it is extremely unlikely that
hidden abnormalities will be detected by the examination of the urine of the newborn.
The cost of so many tests, the time involved, the
inconvenience caused, and the sometime risk to the
newborn are all factors which emphasize that the
routine urine screening of all newborn children is
unwarranted.

OVER-SERVICING BY DOCTORS
(Question No. 295)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Health:
Whether any number of cases and costs of overservicing by Victorian doctors has been reported to the
Health Commission by the Commonwealth Medical
Service Committee of Inquiry; if so, what are the
details; if not, whether he will ascertain these details?

Mr ROPER (Minister ofHealth)- The answer
IS:

The Commonwealth Medical Services Committee
of Inquiry has not reported any cases or costs of overservicing by Victorian doctors but details have been
sought by the Health Commission. We have also

(Question No. 466)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the
Attorney-General:
I. What is the name, designated position and
departmental extension number of the officer or officers charged with the duty of assisting persons seeking
access to memoranda held by departments, authorities
and agencies within his administration?
2. What staff training programmes have been instituted to facilitate implementation of the proposed
Freedom of Information Act?
3. What steps have been taken to utilize information
technology systems in assisting enquirers to identify
and locate specific documents and memoranda?

Mr CAIN (Attorney-General)- The answer
is:
By letter dated 11-3-83 the honourable member was
advised as follows:
1. Pending the appointment of an Information
Manager in the Law Department the person designated
to assist persons seeking access to documents held by
the Law Department is Mr I. Saarelaht, Acting Officer
in Charge, Secretariat Branch, (Telephone 602 0181,
ext. 312).
2. Three briefing sessions have been conducted by
the Public Service Board and the Interdepartmental
Committee on Implementation of the proposed Freedom of Information legislation for Permanent Heads,
Chairmen of major statutory anthorities and appropriate senior officers.
A sub-committee on training has been established by
the Freedom ofInformation Implementation Committee to pursue a two-stage training programme for training senior and middle-level executive staff and providing concentrated staff development in the field of
information management.
3. Information technology, ifjustified on a cost basis,
will be introduced to facilitate the operation offreedom
of information. Existing technology may be adapted,
where possible, to assist the public.
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administered through the Health Commission?

HEALTH COMMISSION FUNDING
(Question No. 923)

Mr DICKINSON (South Barwon) asked the
Minister of Health:
I. Which organizations operating within the electoral district of South Barwon are in receipt of funds

2. What were the amounts provided to each of these
organizations during the years 1980-81 and 1981-82
and for which purposes these funds were allocated?

Mr ROPER (Minister ofHealth)- The answer
is in the table as follows:

Organization funded

Amount
provided

Amount
provided

Lifeline Geelong

1980-81
15000

1981-82
15000

29000

21000

City Councils:
Queenscliffe
Bellarine
South Barwon

440
2118
50639

286
2104
54429

Barrabool
Winchelsea

650
10 586

13701

Colac Shire
Otway Shire
Newtown

465
422
12292

276
498
13270

15511
23216
28309
17816
20704

17657
25549
28185
17589
54719

24046
24046
22730
24591
33315
25 105
20641
17783
23526

22625
22625
24876
24818
33980
28950
24584
17624
25547
9159
30794
14174
25444
12656

Geelong Centre for Alcohol and
Drug Dependence

Pre School Centres:
Modewarre
Anne Peterson
Bostock House
Anglesea
Jan Juc
Ocean Grove
Woodlands
Queenscliffe
Bellevue
Belmont Common
Grovedale
Torquay
Barwon Heads
Grovedale Lutheran
Grovedale East
Greenville
Birregurra
Helen M. Kininmonth
Lome

28971
13601
23504
12713

Purpose offunding
Part payment of salary of a Director and
part-time stenographer.
Employment of a counsellor.

Subsidies for immunization.
Subsidies for immunization.
Subsidies for immunization and infant welfare
maintenance and transport and employment
of relieving staff.
Subsidies for immunization.
Subsidies for immunization, infant welfare
maintenance and transport and employment
of relieving staff.
Subsidies for immunization.
Subsidies for immunization.
Infant Welfare maintenance and transport
subsidy.

Recurrent payments, free milk and sick leave.
Recurrent payments, free milk and sick leave.
Recurrent payments, free milk and sick leave.
Recurrent payments, free milk and sick leave.
Recurrent and capital payments, free milk and
sick leave.
Recurrent payments, free milk and sick leave.
Recurrent payments, free milk and sick leave.
Recurrent payments and free milk.
Recurrent payments, free milk and sick leave.
Recurrent payments, free milk and sick leave.
Recurrent payments, free milk and sick leave.
Recurrent payments and free milk.
Recurrent payments and free milk.
Recurrent payments, free milk and sick leave.
Recurrent payments.
Recurrent payments and free milk.
Recurrent payments, free milk and sick leave.
Recurrent payments, free milk and sick leave.
Recurrent payments, free milk and sick leave.

FREE KINDERGARTEN UNION

1. Whether he has received a submission from the
Free Kindergarten Union of Victoria requesting
. '
.
(Question No. 947)
mcreased operatmg expenses grants to be made
Mr A. T. EVANS (Ballarat North) asked the available to double-unit kindergartens and for an
Minister of Health:
additional subsidy to facilitate the employment of

et~nic aides at the Boroondara Kindergarten in

IC)

RIchmond?
.'
.
2. Whether he WIll receIve a deputatlOn from those
members of Parliament who have double-unit
kindergartens in their electorates to support the
representations of the union?

~

;::

6'
~

c.,

o

::!

~
~.

Summary Pre-school Expenditure
State and Commonwealth Contributions
Recurrent Expenditure.

Financial
Year

Total
Recurrent
Pre-School
Costs:

State Contribution
Percentage of
Amount
Total Costs

1973-74

7808 174

6551 840

1974-75

13318254
16498837
22206797
27043568

7560268

1975-76
1976-77

83·91
56·77

Estimated Commonwealth
Commonwealth
share if previous basis had
Percentage of
been retained
Shortfall
Estimate
Amount
Total Costs

Commonwealth
Contribution

1 256334

16·09

1 256334

145 149

145 149

43·23

1075886
673357
1 599880

1 547 385
1 888417
2938032

13225000
9015000

59·02
60·27
48·90

5757986
9737953
13953382
16 141 949

31·06

17427633

9015000

28·14

18816615

569417

2623271
2561 774
4537912

2916949

2799662

I 748947

I 050715

8412633
9801 615

1 896 131
950486

1250000
700 000

646 131

702 166

24490674

13 145040
IS 475 674

590 188
1 127 849

129742566

50321 328

40·98
39·73
51·10

29023557

13818568
20008557

1979-80

32033628

23018628

68·94
71·86

1980-81
1981-82

35867 107

26852 107

74·87

9015000

25·13

22 160040

39433559

30418559

77·14

9015000

22·86

223233481

143812243

64·42

79421 238

35·58

9 Years

State
Contribution

5757986
9737953
13383965

6760884
8822832

1977-78
1978-79

Total PreSchool
Capital
Costs

1 133203
17349754

8911256

250486
III 978
5354
8438498

-a:
-....l
~
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~
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(i) increasing the level of operating expenses grants
for double unit kindergarten; and
is:
(ii) the provision of subsidy to facilitate the
. "
employment of bilingual aides at the
1. A submISSIon was receIved from the Free
Boroond ara Ki nd ergarten, R'IC h mond .
Kindergarten Union of Victoria requesting that I replied that insufficient funds were available to
consideration be given to:
assist in either of these proposals.

Mr ROPER (Minister ofHeaIth)- The answer

With the decline in the level of Commonwealth
contributions to pre-schools (as shown in the above
table) the Government is finding it increasingly difficult
~"t
f th
.
to mamtam I s support or ese serYlces.
2. In view of (i), I do not see the need at this time to
meet with a deputation of members of Parliament.

tT1

a:t::C
~

VJ
VJ

N
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DEPARTMENT OF THE PREMIER AND
CABINET FORMS
(Question No. 962)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the
Premier:
Whether he is taking action to ensure that all forms
issued by departments, authorities and agencies within
his administration conform to the requirements of
social relevance and language comprehension in 1982;
if so, whether he will take such action?

Mr CAIN (Premier)-The answer is:
All forms which are issued by organizations under
my jurisdiction are constantly reviewed as to social
relevance and clarity oflayout.
However, I would be happy to receive advice from
the honourable member in regard to any particular
form that he may have in mind.

MATERIALS TREATED WITH
CARCINOGENIC FLAME-RESISTANT
CHEMICALS
(Question No. 1025)

Mr WILLIAMS (Don caster) asked the Minister of Health:
Whether any steps have been taken to control and, if
necessary, prohibit the sale of wearing apparel and
other household fabrics which have been treated with
carcinogenic flame-resistant chemicals and, in the
event that no steps have been taken, why?

Mr ROPER (Minister ofHealth)- The answer
is:
Yes. The potentially carcinogenic chemical formerly
used for increasing flame resistance of fabrics is TRIS.
The chemical TRIS (2, 3-Dibromopropyl) phosphate
is subject to the Special Poisons (Prohibition) Amendment Regulations 1977 introduced followin$ representations by me some time ago. These regulattons specifically prohibit the manufacture sale distribution and
use of this substance.

WAITING LISTS FOR HOSPITALS FOR
THE AGED
(Question No. 1039)

Mr WILLIAMS (Don caster) asked the Minister of Health:
In respect of waiting lists for hospitals for the aged:

Mr ROPER (Minister ofHealth)-The answer
is:
I. Bed availability in State hospitals for the aged is
determined by the Regional Geriatrician's full assessment of the client. There is no such thing as a waiting
list; all clients are assessed and, if necessary, are hospitalized. The honourable member should be aware that
the previous Government abandoned the waiting list
concept.
2. Due to the answer to part 1 of the question no
answer to part 2 is necessary.

COMMONWEALTH FAMILY LAW AND
MARRIAGE ACT
(Question No. 1045)

Mr WILLIAMS (Don caster) asked the
Premier:
1. Whether he will ascertain from the Commonwealth Government whether any assessment has been
made of the social effects o( the Commonwealth
Family Law and Marriage Act; if so-(a) what assessment; and (b) what conclusions have been reached
concerning the high and increasing rate of divorce and
family breakdown since the introduction of this Act; if
not, why?
2. Whether he will make representations seeking
amendment to the above Act to-raj protect the rights
and welfare of aggrieved partners of a marriage who are
threatened with being divorced against their will; and
(b) restore objective tests to irretrievable break-down
of marriage in terms of-(i) intolerable behaviour; (ii)
desertion for two years; or (iii) separation for three
years; if not, why?

Mr CAIN (Premier)- The answer is:
1. No.
2. No.

NATIONAL SECURITIES AND
EXCHANGE ACT
(Question No. 1071)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Federal Affairs:
Whether he has made representations to Commonwealth and State Ministers for an urgent review of the
National Securities and Exchange Act with respect to
the destruction of a free securities market by means of
inter-locking shareholdings between parent, subsidiary
and associated companies and interests which effectively block any possible take-over offer; if not, why?

Mr CAIN (Minister for Federal Affairs)-The
answer is:
No.

SALE OF ADULTERATED FOOD
(Question No. 1078)

I. What was the waitin~ list for each hospital as at the
latest available date, Indicating the category of
urgency?

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Health:

2. What projects are under way or proposed to reduce
the waiting list indicating the date of commencement
and completion of construction?

What steps he has taken to strengthen the Health Act
1958 with regard to the sale of adulterated food and, in
the event that no steps have been taken, why?
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Mr ROPER (Minister ofHealth)-The answer
is:
The Health Act 1958 contains a number of provisions designed to ensure that food sold in Victoria
meets prescribed standards.
The Government has taken several initiatives
designed to maintain such standards and to protect the
interests of consumers. These include new regulations
regarding date marking of various foodstuff, batch
labelling of sausages and so on and the Food Bill
currently before the Legislative Assembly.

SUPPLY OF GOODS AND SERVICES TO
PREMIER'S DEPARTMENT
(Question No. 1088)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the
Premier:
Whether any steps have been taken to increase the
supply of goods and services by Government-owned
enterprises to departments, agencies and authorities
within his administration; if so, what steps; if not,
whether such action will be taken.

Mr CAIN (Premier)- The answer is:
The honourable member is advised that no such
action to increase the supply of goods and services by
Government-owned enterprises has been taken. Such
action is considered to be unnecessary.

INTERPRETERS WITHIN
ADMINISTRATION OF DEPARTMENT
OF LABOUR AND INDUSTRY
(Question No. 1186)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Treasurer for the Minister of Labour and Industry:
1. How many interpreters are employed by departments, agencies and authorities within his administration, indicating the languages other than English
spoken.
2. In which offices such interpreters are located?
3. Whether such interpreters are employed on a fulltime or part-time basis, indicating the numbers
employed in each category?
4. Whether officers undertaking private courses in
foreign languages receive any Government assistance?

Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)- The answer supplied
by the Minister of Labour and Industry is:
1. The Department of Labour and Industry and
statutory bodies attached to it do not employ interpreters but utilize the services of the Interpreting Services
Bureau of the Ethnic Affairs Commission. Officers of
the department and statutory bodies, capable of speaking languages other than English may also, of their own
volition, undertake interpreting duties as the need
arises. Currently, there are 52 officers within the
department and statutory bodies attached to it capable
of speaking a language other than English.
2. Officers of the department and statutory bodies
attached to it, capable of speaking a language other
than English, are located at the following offices:
Cantonese
Office of the Building Industry Long Service Leave
Board
Research and Evaluation Branch (Head Office)
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Hok Kien Dialect (China)
Teo Chew Dialect (China)
Division of Technical Services (Head Office)
Dutch
Division of Inspection Services (Dandenong Office)
(Head Office)
Workers Compensation Board
Motor Accidents Board
French
Division of Management Services (Accounts SectionHead Office)
Office of the Building Industry Long Service Leave
Board
Gaelic
Office of the Building Industry Long Service Leave
Board
German
Office of the Building Industry Long Service Leave
Board
Division of Technical Services (Head Office)
Motor Accidents Board
Greek
Office of the Building Industry Long Service Leave
Board
Motor Accidents Board
Hungarian
Industrial Relations Commission
Italian
Di vision of Inspection Services (Head Office)
(Dandenong Office)
(Preston Office)
Division of Industrial Relations (Head Office)
Office of the Building Industry Long Service Leave
Board
Division of Management Services (Accounts SectionHead Office)
Division of Technical Services (Head Office)
Motor Accidents Board
Latvian
Division of Management Services (E.D.P. SectionHead Office)
Motor Accidents Board
Macedonian
Office of the Building Industry Long Service Leave
Board
Motor Accidents Board
Malay
Division of Technical Services (Head Office)
Motor Accidents Board
Maltese
Office of the Building Industry Long Service Leave
Board
Division of Industrial Relations (Head Office)
Division of Management Services (Accounts SectionHead Office)
Division of Inspection Services (Preston Office)
Workers Compensation Board
Motor Accidents Board
Polish
Division of Industrial Relations (Head Office)
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Russian
Division of Industrial Relations (Head Office)
Research and Evaluation Branch (Head Office)
Serbo-Croatian
Division of Technical Services (Head Office)
Singhalese
Division of Inspection Services (Head Office)
Division of Technical Services (Head Office)
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2. How many are air-conditioned?
3. Whether steps are being taken to improve this
ratio; if so, what steps; if not, why?

Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services)-The answer is:
1. and 2.
Total
number
of
vehicles

Spanish
Division of Inspection Services (Dandenong Office)
Motor Accidents Board
Tamil
Division of Inspection Services (Head Office)

Number with
Air-Conditioning

3. All the above officers are employed on a full-time
basis.

Ministry. Central
Admmistration
Country Fire Authority
Metropolitan Fire
Brigades Board
Victoria Police
State Emergency
Service

4. There are no Departmental officers receiving such
assistance.

*Additional vehicles are leased by specialist groups
when considered necessary.

SUBSIDIES AND GRANTS AV AILABLE
FROM MINISTRY FOR POLICE AND
EMERGENCY SERVICES

3. Air-conditioning for Ministry vehicles in general
is provided in accordance with the Victorian Government Motor Transport Committee Statement of Practices and relevant employee Determinations, where
appropriate.

Ukranian
Division of Industrial Relations (Head Office)

(Question No. 1202)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:
What steps the Minister has taken to provide a
consolidated and easily comprehensible compendium
of all subsidies and grants available from all departments, agencies and authorities within his administration?

Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services)-The answer is:
No steps have been taken to provide such a compendium as the particular nature of the grants available
through my administration do not warrant such a
publication.
Grants are available to municipal councils to assist
in the provision of fire prevention measures and the
operation of State Emergency Service Units and the
councils are aware of these grants.
Annual grants are also available to shooting clubs to
provide training in the safe handling of firearms.
Applications are invited each year through the parent
organizations.

MOTOR VEHICLES WITHIN
JURISDICTION OF MINISTRY FOR
POLICE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES
(Question No. 1203)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:
1. What is the total number of vehicles operated,
leased or otherwise used by departments, authorities
and agencies within the administration of the
Minister?

1
1685

1
70 as at 17 February 1983

241
1711*

20 as at 18 February 1983
430 as at 13 December 1982

50

3 as at 3 February 1983

Because of the special nature of Police duties, many
Police vehicles not subject to the above Statement of
Practices are also being progressively air-conditioned
as they are replaced.

SUPPLY OF GOODS AND SERVICES TO
HEALTH COMMISSION
(Question No. 1223)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Health:
Whether any steps have been taken to increase the
supply of goods and services by Government-owned
enterprises to departments, agencies and authorities
within his administration; if so, what steps; if not,
whether such action will be taken.

Mr ROPER (Minister ofHealth)-The answer
is:
No such steps have been taken as they are considered
to be unnecessary.

AIR-CONDITIONING IN BUILDINGS OF
HEALTH COMMISSION
(Question No. 1224)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Health:
1. What steps the Minister is taking to provide airconditioning in all buildings within his administration?
2. What proportion of personnel in departments,
authorities and agencies within his administration are
now enjoying the benefit of air-conditioning?
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Mr ROPER (Minister ofHeaIth)- The answer
is:
1. Requests for the installation of air-conditioning in
Government-owned buildings are dealt with on the
basis of feasibility and cost as assessed by the Public
Works Department.
2. Air-conditioning is supplied for the benefit of staff
and patients wherever possible. The proportion of
personnel who enjoy this benefit is not possible to estimate accurately.

PREMIER'S DEPARTMENT WORKS AND
SERVICES
(Question No. 1367)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the
Premier:
Whether steps have been taken to reduce the dependence of departments, agencies and authorities within
his administration on outside provision of works and
services; if so what steps; if not, whether such action
will be taken?

Mr CAIN (Premier)- The answer is:
The honourable member is to be assured that,
wherever possible, Government agencies, such as
Public Works and the Government Printer, to~ether
with internal facilities, are used for the provislOn of
works and services.
However, where it is necessary to go outside the
Government for the provision of these services,
Tender Board Guidelines and Treasury regulations are
followed.

INFORMATION SUPPLIED TO
TELEVISION MEDIA BY PREMIER'S
DEPARTMENT
(Question No. 1368)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the
Premier:
1. What investigations have been undertaken by
departments, authorities and agencies within his
administration into the provision of information to
television media for dissemination through the telecast
system?
2. Whether he will furnish brief details of information likely to be provided, indicating the expected costs
both to the department, authority or agency and to the
television media?

Mr CAIN (Premier)-The answer is:
The honourable member is informed that no such
investigations have been undertaken. The second part
of the question relating to costs is therefore not applicable.
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Mr CAIN (Premier)-The answer is:
The honourable member can be assured that it is the
Government's policy not to expend public money on
public relations, unless it is necessary to inform the
public of Government services available to them.
Expenditure on public relations by authorities and
agencies within my administration has in the past, and
will in the future conform strictly to this policy.

NON-GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATIONS
UNDER PREMIER'S DEPARTMENT
(Question No. 1375)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the
Premier:
In respect of each quasi-autonomous non-Government organization within his administration whether
he will furnish a detailed schedule showing for the
latest available year-(a) the number of employees; (b)
the revenue surplus or deficit; (c) contributions to
subscribed capital by-(i) Government; and (ii) nongovernment sources; (d) total net worth; (e) total assets;
(f) total liabilities; (g) percentage rate of return or loss
on (i) capital; (ii) net worth and (iii) total assets; (h) total
revenues and expenditures; U) percentage profit or loss
on revenues-(i) before contributions or levies paid to
the Treasury; and (ii) after such payments; (k) total
borrowings; (I) total reinvestment of-(i) surplus funds
and reserves; (ii) provisions; and (iii) any other funds;
(m) the date of the last annual report presented to
Parliament; (n) powers to fix prices, rates, tariffs, levies
or otherwise impose charges; (0) cost of services
provided at less than prevailing market rates to-(i)
other Government departments, agencies and authorities; and (ii) other customers; (P) powers to search
and detain; (q) whether a register of interests of office
holders is kept; (r) method of appointment of senior
office holders indicating in respect of such officers-(i)
their names; (ii) the dates of first appointment and
successive re-appointments; and (iii) the expiry date of
present term of office; and (s) date at which enabling
powers were last reviewed?

Mr CAIN (Premier)-The answer is:
I am not prepared to answer this question, in view of
the difficulty and time that would be involved in
extracting the information required.
If the honourable member has any specific requirement in regard to this matter, I would be pleased to
consider that requirement separately.

MINISTRY FOR POLICE AND
EMERGENCY SERVICES
COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEMS
(Question No. 1482)

PREMIER'S DEPARTMENT PUBLIC
RELATIONS EXPENDITURE

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:

(Question No. 1369)

I. Whether any department, authority or agency
within his administration is installing an automated
text communication system, and at what cost?
2. Whether any such system will be linked to any
public media group; if so, which group or groups?
3. Which offices are connected to special Telecom
land lines?

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the
Premier:
What is the purpose of the total public relations
expenditure for departments, authorities and agencies
within his administration in respect of the main categories of expenditure for 1982-83?

3326 ASSEMBLY 17 March 1983
Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services)- The answer is:
Assuming that the honourable member is referring
to telex and facsimile transfer machines, there are no
such machines currently being installed in my Ministry
or its agencies.

INTERNAL AUDITORS UNDER PUBLIC
WORKS DEPARTMENT
(Question No. 1523)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Public Works:
How many internal auditors were employed by
departments, authorities and agencies within his
administration in 1981-82 and what is the estimate for
1982-83?

Mr SIMPSON (Minister of Public Works)The answer is:
For the Public Works Department, in 1981-82, there
were three established positions, all occupied. These
positions were:
-one Internal Auditor, Class "A"
-one Administrative Officer, Class "B"
-one Administrative Officer, Class "C2"
The 1982-83 established positions, also occupied,
are:
-one Internal Auditor, Class "Al(I)"
-one Administrative Officer Class "B"
-one Administrative Officer Class "C2"
-one Administrative Officer Class "c"
-one Administrative Officer Class "E"
In 1981-82, the Port of Melbourne employed three
internal auditors, two of whom were employed on a
full-time basis, and one from February, 1982 until
June, 1982.
In 1982-83, the authority has employed five internal
auditors: three on a full-time basis and two from
October, 1982 onwards.
The Architects Registration Board employed one
internal auditor in 1981-82, which is the estimate for
1982-83.
No internal auditors were employed in 1981-82, nor
will be employed in 1982-83 by any other authorities
and agencies within my administration.

NON-GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATIONS
UNDER PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
(Question No. 1528)

Mr WILLIAMS (Don caster) asked the Minister of Public Works:
In respect of each quasi-autonomous non-Government organization within his administration whether
he will furnish a detailed schedule showing for the
latest available year-(a) the number of employees; (b)
the revenue surplus or deficit; (c) contributions to
subscribed capital by-(i) Government; and (ii)
non-government sources; (cl) total net worth; (e) total
assets; (f) total liabilities; (g) percentage rate of return
or loss on (i) capital; (ii) net worth and (iii) total assets;
(h) total revenues and expenditures; U) percentage
profit or loss on revenues-(i) before contributions or
levies paid to the Treasury; and (ii) after such
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payments; (k) total borrowings; (I) total reinvestment
of-(i) surplus funds and reserves; (ii) provisions; and
(iii) any other funds; (m) the date of the last annual
report presented to Parliament; (n) powers to fix prices,
rates, tariffs, levies or otherwise impose charges; (0)
cost of services provided at less than prevailing market
rates to-(i) other Government departments, agencies
and authorities; and (ii) other customers; (P) powers to
search and detain; (q) whether a register of interests of
office holders is kept; (r) method of appointment of
senior office holders indicating in respect of such
officers-(i) their names; (ii) the dates of first appointment and successive re-appointments; and (iii) the
expiry date of present term of office; and (s) date at
which enabling powers were last reviewed?

Mr SIMPSON (Minister of Public Works)The answer is:
I advise that I am not prepared to answer this question in view of the difficulty and time that would be
involved in extracting the information required.
If the honourable member has any specific requirement in regard to this matter, I would be pleased to
consider that requirement separately.

PRIV ATE NURSING HOMES
(Question No. 1646)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Health:
1. How many private nursing homes are operating in
Victoria?
2. Whether such homes are required to be registered;
if so, what are the requirements for registration?
3. What Commonwealth and State subsidies, respectively are paid in respect of such homes?
4. Whether such homes are subject to inspection; if
so, how many inspectors are employed and whether the
number has been increased in the current financial
year?
5. How many homes in each of the past three years
and in the current financial year to date have been-(a)
de-registered; (b) required to undertake building works;
and (c) reprimanded due to unsatisfactory management or conditions?

Mr ROPER (Minister ofHealth)- The answer
is:
1. As at 1 January 1983, 251 private nursing homes
were registered with the Health Commission of
Victoria.
2. Private nursing homes are required to be registered with both the Health Commission of Victoria
and the Commonwealth Department of Health.
Requirements for registration of a private nursing
home with the Health Commission of Victoria are as
prescribed under the Health Act 1958-in particular,
sections 178 to 186-Private Hospitals; and sections
367 to 376-Re~istrations-and Regulations Relating
to Private HospItals 1931, and amendments published
in the Victoria Government Gazette. 14 March 1951,
and Statutory Rules 92/1967, 242/1976 and
46111980.
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3. Subsidies paid in respect of private nursing homes
are:
(i) Commonwealth-Ordinary Care-$41.90
Extensive Care-$47.90
(ii) State- Limited to cases of hardship where
certain criteria are met.
4. Private nursing homes are subject to inspection.
A total of six nursing advisers, and three inspectors
of works (buildings) are involved with inspections of
private nursing homes.
The establishment number of advisers and inspectors will be increased in the current financial year.
5 (a). The number of private nursing homes de-registered within the periods specified are as follows:

1979-80

1980-81

1981-82

1982-(1-1-83)

3

2

3

(b) The number of Nursing Homes required to
undertake building works within the periods specified
are as follows:

1979-80

1980-81

1981-82

1982-( 1-1-83)

68

34

36

17

Mr ROPER (Minister ofHealth)-The answer
is:
I. There is no such thing as a waitin~ list; all clients
are assessed and, if necessary, are hospitalized.
2. Rehabilitation/assessment units planned at:
(a) Bundoora-Bundoora Extended Care Centre 44
beds with day hospital facility, expected to be
completed May, 1983.
(b) Nunawading-Eastern Suburbs Geriatric Centre
60 beds with day hospital facility. Building works to
commence in this financial year.
(c) Bendigo-Stella Anderson Wing, Bendigo Home
and Hospital for the Aged 60 hostel beds. Building
works almost completed.
(d) Ballarat-Sebastopol hostel, The Queen Elizabeth Geriatric Centre 72 hostel beds, at planning stage
only.

ASSESSMENTS UNDER ALCOHOLICS
AND DRUG-DEPENDENT PERSONS ACT
(Question No. 1690)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Health:

Renewal of registration of two nursing homes for
1983 was refused because the proprietors had not
progressed with commission requirements to upgrade
facilities to the standard required.

1. How many remanded prisoners have been
assessed by medical officers of the Alcohol Drug and
Forensic Branch of the Health Commission since the
proclamation of the Alcoholics and Drug-dependent
Persons Act 1968?
2. How many of these assessments have been in relation to section 13 of the Act, and how many orders the
courts have made for treatment rather than punishment under the provisions of the Act?
3. What detention centres are gazetted under the
Act?

Complaints received about nursing homes are investigated by nursing advisers and, when necessary, a
medical practitioner.

is:

(c) Unsatisfactory management and conditions in
nursing homes are dealt with according to the circumstances involved.

In the most serious of cases registration may be
cancelled, or renewal of registration refused under 'he
appropriate section of the Health Act 1958.

The number of complaints received within the
periods specified are as follows:
1979-80

1980-81

1981-82

1982-( 1-1-83)

117

91

75

55

Approximately 75 per cent of complaints received
are found to be justified.

SPECIAL HOSPITALS AND HOMES FOR
THE AGED
(Question No. 1647)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Health:
In respect of aged persons seeking accommodation
in subsidized special hospitals and homes for the
aged:
I. How many persons are on waiting lists for admission to such homes, specifying how many have been
classified as in urgent need?
2. Whether there are plans for increasing the number
of beds; ifso, what increase is proposed and when?

Mr ROPER (Minister ofHealth)- The answer
1. The total of 3 900 remanded prisoners have been
assessed by medical officers of the Alcohol Drug and
Forensic Branch of the Mental Health Division of the
Health Commission since proclamation of the Alcoholics and Drug-dependent Persons Act 1968.
2. The number of assessments in relation to section
13 total 1323. The number released by the courts either
under section 13 or on probation or good behaviour
bonds total 553.
3. No detention centres are gazetted under the Act.

INDUSTRIAL ACCIDENTS INVOLVING
HOSPITALIZATION
(Question No. 1695)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Health:
In respect of industrial accidents in Victoria1. What percentage of total usa~e of Victorian
hospitals is taken up by industrial accident cases?
2. What percentage this represents as-(a) in-patient
bed days; and (b) out-patient bed days?
3. What is the estimated cost of hospitalization due
to industrial accidents?
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4. How do these figures compare with motor car
vehicle accident figures in the percentage of-(a) total
hospital usa~e; (b) in-patient bed days; (c) out-patient
visits; and (d) annual costs for hospital expenses?

Mr ROPER (Minister ofHealth)-The answer
is:
1. Industrial accidents accounted for I· 82 per cent of
hospital bed days in 1981-82.
2. This represented(a) I· 8 per cent of bed days, and
(b) 3 per cent of outpatients
3. The approximate inpatient cost for industrial
cases was $12762 180.

2. During the year 51 injuries were reported.
3. An amount of 4252 man-hours was lost as a result
of the injuries referred to in part two of the question.
4. Total man-hours lost from injuries reported
during 1981 as a proportion of total man-hours worked
during 1981 is 40/ I 0 OOOth, that is, 4 per cent.

FLYING OF STATE FLAG BY MINISTRY
FOR POLICE AND EMERGENCY
SERVICES
(Question No. 1778)

4. Motor vehicle cases accounted for-

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:

(a) See (b) and (c) below
(b) 2·9 per cent of bed days
(c) I· 5 per cent of outpatients

1. What steps have been taken to ensure that State
flags are flown each day on all flag poles on Government buildings within his administration?

(cl) approximately $20 109 960 inpatient costs.

2. If no steps have been taken, why?

BRIBES PAYABLE TO DEPARTMENT OF
THE PREMIER OFFICERS
(Question No. 1721)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the
Premier:
I. Whether he is aware of the obligation of all American listed corporations to file returns with the United
States Securities and Exchan$e Commission listing
bribes payable to public officlals within the United
States and overseas countries?
2. What steps he has taken to ascertain whether the
name of any official within the employ of any department, agency or authority within hls administration is
included in such list, and if no steps have been taken,
why?

Mr CAIN (Premier)-The answer is:
This question is not considered to be worthy of
reply.

INJURIES TO EMPLOYEES
OF DEPARTMENT OF
LABOUR AND INDUSTRY
(Question No. 1772)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Treasurer, for the Minister of Labour and Industry:
I. How many employees of departments, authorities
and agencies within his admimstration were injured
during 1981?
2. How many injuries were reported during the
year?
3. How many man-hours were lost as a result of the
injuries?
4. What was the total proportion of man-hours lost
through injury to total man-hours worked?

Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services)-The answer is:
The Government supports the flying of the Victorian
flag on all State buildings. My Ministry is aware of this
policy and follows the directions as detailed in the
Department of the Premier and Cabinet Circular of 4
November 1982 wherever possible.

REPAIRS TO MOTOR VEHICLES OF
HEALTH COMMISSION
(Question No. 1794)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Health:
1. Which garages handle motor repair work for all
vehicles within his administration?
2. Whether this work is allocated by tender or otherwise, indicating the cost per hour or other basis of cost
determination'!

Mr ROPER (Minister ofHealth)-The answer
is:
1. (a) Mechanical repairs are carried out by:

(i) Commission staff where facilities permit.
(ii) Government garages.
(iii) Private enterprise garages.
The election of a repairer is governed by location,
past performance, charges or circumstances.
(b) Body repairs are handled by:

(i) Government garages.
(ii) Private enterprise body repairers.

2. (a) For major mechanical repairs quotations are
obtained.

Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-The answer supplied
by the Minister of Labour and Industry is:

Whilst the vehicle is under warranty, periodical
servicing and minor repairs are allocated whenever
possible to a dealer in the particular make of car.

I. In 1981, 48 employees within the Department of
Labour and Industry and statutory bodies attached to it
were injured in the course of carrying out their duties.

After expiration of the warranty period, service and
minor repairs are allocated to garages providing satisfactory service at a reasonable cost.
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Checks are carried out to ensure that services
supplied are within the guidelines set by the Australian
Automobile Chamber of Commerce.

JAMES McGRATH FOUNDATION
ODYSSEY HOUSE PROGRAMME

(b) As most body damage is incurred when vehicles
are involved in accidents, the normal procedure is to
submit an accident report to the State Insurance Office
which arranges for any repairs to be carried out.

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Health:

Accident damage for which repair costs exceed the
insured value ($1200) is allocated to the repairer whose
quotation has been considered by the State Insurance
Assessor. Repair of miscellaneous body damage is
arranged in accordance with the Treasury Regulations
1981 or allocated to a Government garage.

INJURIES TO EMPLOYEES OF
DEPARTMENT OF PROPERTY AND
SERVICES
(Question No. 1812)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Property and Services:
1. How many employees of departments, authorities and agencies within his administration were
injured during 1981?
2. How many injuries were reported during the
year?

(Question No. 1882)

1. What person or persons registered under section
20 of the Medical Practitioners Act 1970 are currently
retained or employed by the James McGrath Foundation in Victoria to evaluate the progress of patients
receiving treatment under its Odyssey House
programme?
2. Whether any medically qualified persons not so
registered have received any payments for such
services since 16 August 1979; if so, whom?

Mr ROPER (Minister ofHealth)- The answer
is:
1. There are several persons registered under the
Medical Practitioners Act 1970 who provide services
to the residents receiving treatment under the Odyssey
House programme.
There is no one servicing the programme who is
registered under section 20 of the Act.

4. What was the total proportion of man-hours lost
through injury to total man-hours worked?

2. Or Judianne Densen-Gerber, MD, visits the
Victorian Odyssey programme twice in each year to
personally supervise and train treatment staff, as well
as to study the case history of each resident in the
rehabilitatIon programmes. Or Densen-Gerber also
reviews all programme and treatment activity reports
sent to her on a weekly basis.

Mr SIMPSON (Minister for Property and
answer is:
.

A fee is paid for the specialized services of Or
Judianne Densen-Gerber.

3. How many man-hours were lost as a result of the
injuries?

Services)~ The

I. 311.

SUGAR CONTENT OF MEDICINES

2. 117 (Reported to State Insurance Office).
3. 1269.
4. 0·073 per cent.

ADMINISTRATIVE BREAKDOWNS AND
FAILURES
(Question No. 1876)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the
Premier:

(Question No. 1900)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Health:
Whether any investigations have been carried out by
officers of the proprietary medicines section of the
Health Commission into the sugar content of medicines; if so, what were the results of these investigations
and whether any further action has been taken?

Mr ROPER (Minister ofHealth)-The answer
is:

1. Whether he intends to utilize the expected findings
of the Commonwealth Government review of administrative breakdowns and failures over the past decade
or so?

Yes. Investigation revealed that the complexities of
the matter exceed a simple association between sugar
and decay.

2. Whether he is prepared to institute his own
inquiry in Victoria utilizing relevant staff and other
facilities now engaged in the Commonwealth inquiry
when they are available; if not, why?

Apart from its use as a sweetener, the preservative
action of sucrose and the formulation incompatibilities
presented by monosaccharides and other hydroxylated
substitutes, mean that it is not always possible to eliminate or reduce sucrose content in all substances.

Mr CAIN (Premier)-The answer is:
The honourable member is assured that the report is
being studied with regards to its implications for
Victoria.

The co-operation from industry has been good and
there is evidence that manufacturers are attempting to
reduce sugar content or use substitute sugars where
possible.

The appropriate steps will be taken after these implications have been assessed.

The matter is still under investigation in conjunction
with the National Therapeutic Goods Committee.
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EFFECT OF FLUORIDATION ON
DENTAL BILLS
(Question No. 1901)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Health:
What are the estimated annual savings in dental bills
as a result of the introduction of fluoridation of the
water supply?

Mr ROPER (Minister ofHealth)-The answer
is:
Children with a lifetime exposure to fluoridated
water benefit from a 60 per cent reduction in dental
caries. Children born before fluoridation began will
derive some benefits from a topical action. The benefits will be carried into adult life.
The annual savings in dental bills as a result of the
introduction of fluoridation of the water supply cannot
be accurately estimated; however, they are substantial.

BREAKFAST CEREAL FENITROTHION
INSECTICIDE LEVELS
(Question No. 1907)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Health:
Whether he has taken action to reduce the maximum
recommended levels of fenitrothion insecticide in
breakfast cereals; if so, what action; if not, why?
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Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services)- The answer is:
Gun Collector's Licence
21 years
18 years
Gun Dealer's Licence
Pistol Licence
Commercial Agent's Licence
Commercial Sub-Agent's Licence
Process Server's Licence
Inquiry Agent's Licence
Guard Agent's Licence
Watchman's Licence
No age limit
Sheep Carrier's Licence
Sheep Skin Buyer's Licence
Sheep Skin Buyer's Employees Licence

HOMOSTATIC MECHANISMS
(Question No. 1946)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Health:
Whether any steps have been taken to introduce to
Victoria research being undertaken by the Petrov
Research Institute of Oncology, Leningrad, demonstrating a correlation between the ageing process and
the prevalence of diabetes, hypertension, atherosclerosis, lowered immuno-competence, auto-immunity and
other deviations from the homostatic mechanisms
generally active in healthy young subjects; if so, what
steps; if not, why?

Mr ROPER (Minister ofHealth)-The answer
is:
My department has no knowledge of research being
undertaken by the Petrov Research Institute of Oncology, Leningrad. However if the member can provide
clinical data and reports, they will be examined.

Mr ROPER (Minister ofHealth)- The answer

WERNICKE'S ENCEPHALOPATHY

is:

(Question No. 1948)

The maximum level of fenitrothion and all other
insecticides permitted under the Food and Drug Standards Regulations is in accord with the recommendations of the National Health and Medical Research
Council. Those levels have been set on the advice of the
National Health and Medical Research Council's
Pesticides and Agricultural Chemicals Committee.
Residues currently allowed have been set as low as
possible, within the constraints of good agricultural
practice, and are regarded as quite safe.

LICENCES ISSUED UNDER
JURISDICTION OF MINISTER FOR
POLICE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES
(Question No. 1925)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:
What age limits apply in regard to each licence issued
pursuant to legislation, including subordinate legislation, administered by departments, agencies and authorities within his jurisdiction?

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Health:
What is the incidence ofWemicke's encephalopathy
in Victoria and what steps are being taken to lower it?

Mr ROPER (Minister ofHealth)- The answer
is:
The incidence of Wernicke's encephalopathy
depends on the definition adopted. Incidence in
hospital autopsies for Australia as a whole is I· 7 per
cent to 2 per cent. Ofthose people presenting for treatment at centres operated by the Alcohol, Drug and
Forensic Branch of the Mental Health Division of the
Health Commission; however, up to 5 per cent have
some parts ofthe syndrone such as nystagmus or peripheral neuropathy and could be said to be suffering
from the disease.
Wernicke's encephalopathy is caused by thiamine
deficiency. Chronic alcohol poisoning is the major
cause of thiamine deficiency in Australia. Prevention
of Wernicke's encephalopathy therefore requires prevention of chronic alcohol pOisoning, which requires a
fundamental change in community attitudes.
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It is suggested that as many as 30 per cent of heavy
drinkers have some degree of thiamine deficiency and
are, therefore, in the process of becoming vulnerable to
the disease. It has been proposed that thiamine should
be added to alcoholic drinks but the suggestion is not
without drawbacks. There are several research studies
currently being funded by the National Health and
Medical Research Council in relation to the question of
thiamine fortification.

A watching brief is being held by the Health
Commission Medical Imaging Advisory Committee
on the current and future use of this equipment. It is
anticipated that the current prototype NMR equipment may not be available commercially for a period of
two to four years.

It is the practice of the Alcohol, Drug and Forensic
Branch to administer thiamine routinely to all heavy
drinkers admitted.

(Question No. 1950)

USE OF NUCLEAR MAGNETIC
RESONANCE SCANNERS
(Question No. 1949)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Health:
I. Which Melbourne hospitals are using nuclear
magnetic resonance (NMR) scanners for diagnosis of
the inside of the body, including lesions, brain matter
and multiple sclerosis?
2. Whether any steps are being taken to increase the
use of NMR scanners; if so, what steps; if not, why?

Mr ROPER (Minister ofHealth)-The answer
is:
I. No Melbourne hospitals are using nuclear
magnetic resonance scanners.
2. Professor Hare, Director of Radiology at the Royal
Melbourne Hospital, a member of the Health Commission Medical Imaging Advisory Committee, has
carried out a complete assessment ofNMR equipment
in use overseas. Durin~ a recent visit overseas Professor Palmer (Radiologist) of New South Wales, has
completed a similar project.

DRUG-RE LATED ADMISSIONS TO
TREATMENT CENTRES
Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Health:
What was the number of drug-related admissions to
treatment centres in 1981-82 dissected into-(a) age
groups 19 years and under, 20-29 years, 30-59 years
and 60 years and over; and (b) drugs involved,
namely-(i) alcohol; (ii) opium and analgesics; (iii)
sedatives and hypnotics; (iv) cannabis; (v) cocaine
stimulants; (vi) hallucinogens; and (vii) other?

Mr ROPER (Minister of Health) - The answer
is:
The Alcohol, Dru~ and Forensic Branch of the
Mental Health DivisIOn of the Health Commission
holds data on this subject in relation to the four centres
administered by the Branch, that is, Pleasant View
Centre, Gresswell Centre, Smith Street Clinic and
Heatherton Hospital.
The branch statistical system uses the in-patient
discharge rather than the admission as the unit of
analysis, but in practice the two sets of figures would be
very similar. Further, the term "admission" is difficult
to define in the case of out-patients and consequently
the statistical system produces data in terms of the
number of individual clients seen as out-patients in a
given period.
The requested information is outlined in the
following tables for the periods 1-7-81 to 31-3-82.
Figures for the final quarter of 1981-82 are not yet
available.

TABLE 1
INPATIENT DISCHARGES 1-7-81 TO 31-3-82
Age
Diagnosis
Alcohol
Opiates
Synthetic analgesics with morphine
like effects
Barbiturates
Other hypnotics and sedatives
Cocaine
Cannabis
Other psychostimulants
Hallucinogens
Dependence on more than one drug
Not known and other

<19

20-29

30-59

>60

not known

34

427
14

1236
6

100
0

0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0

1
3
2
0
0

0
0
1
0
0
0
0

6

115
25

2
0
0
0
0
0
0
27
29

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

I
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TABLE 2
OUTPATIENTS ADMITTED 1-7-81 TO 31-3-82
Age
Diagnosis

Alcohol
Opiates
Synthetic analgesics with morphine
like effects
Barbiturates
Other hypnotics and sedatives
Cocaine
Cannabis
Other psychostimulants
Hallucinogens
Dependence on more than one drug
Not known and other

<19

20-29

30-59

>60

not known

74
6

759
65

1560
12

101
0

2
0

0
0

I

2
2
4
0
0
0
0
46
76

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
11

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
3

~

3
2
0
5

I

0
1
0
0
37
7

NEO-NATAL CIRCUMCISION
(Question No. 1952)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Health:
Whether he has taken steps to review the medical
benefits and disadvantages of neo-natal circumcision;
if so, what steps; if not, why?

Mr ROPER (Minister ofHealth)-The answer
is:
The honourable member should realize that the
matter of a review of medical benefits is not a State
matter, being the responsibility of the Commonwealth
Department of Health.
The question of disadvantages of neo-natal circumcision is a matter of professional peer review and does
not come under the activities of my department.
However, I believe the matter is currently being considered by the College of Paediatrics.

ATfENDANCE OF HOMOSEXUALS AT
VENEREAL DISEASE CLINICS
(Question No. 1953)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Health:
Whether he has taken steps to encourage homosexuals to attend venereal disease clinics; if so, what
steps; if not, why?

Mr ROPER (Minister ofHealth)-The answer
is:
The fact that homosexuals tend to be at high risk for
most sexually transmitted diseases is well recognized
by all those working at the Melbourne Communicable
Diseases Centre. Homosexuals are therefore encouraged to attend for free check-ups at the Melbourne
Communicable Diseases Centre. This advice has been
transmitted to the homosexual community in several
ways.
I. By interviews by the ChiefVenerologist with "Gay
Community News" and "City Rhythm" (two gay
publications appearing regularly in Melbourne);

I

2
301
68

2. By two lectures on sexually transmitted disease
given by the ChiefVenerologist at a popular gay sauna
over the past twelve months. (Attended on each occasion by 200 people);
3. By individual contact with homosexual patients
seekin~ free blood tests for syphilis at the weekly
screemng sessions conducted by the Melbourne
Communicable Diseases Centre at a gay sauna;
4. By individual counselling of "gay" patients attending the Melbourne Communicable Diseases Centre.
Such patients are advised to bring their sexual contacts
to the centre for investigation and treatment.
Thus the centre has an open and encouraging attitude to homosexuals seeking tests and treatment, and
all staff know that a non-discriminatory and friendly
attitude to all patients is the best way to achieve this.

NEUROTRAUMA
(Question No. 1955)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Health:
Whether he has taken steps to combat the number
one killer of people under 45 years of age, namely
neurotrauma; if not why?

Mr ROPER (Minister ofHealth)- The answer
is:
I am unable to answer the honourable member's
question in specifics as the terminology used, "Neurotrauma", is a general term covering a wide range and
multitude of nerve injuries and cannot be identified in
terms of any specific clinical condition.

VENTRICULAR FIBRILLATION
EQUIPMENT
(Question No. 1957)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Health:
Whether he has taken steps to-(a) equip Victoria's
intensive care ambulance system with defibrillatormonitors manned by specially trained attendants; and
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(b) place such monitors in all locations of risk including

airliners, stadiums, convention centres, swimming
pools and homes of other persons endangered by
ven.tricular fibrillation; ifso, what steps; ifnot, why?

Mr ROPER (Minister ofHealth)-The answer
is:
(a) Victoria's Mobile Intensive Care Ambulances,
which operate from six hospitals in the Melbourne
area, including Frankston, are each equipped with a
monitor/defibrillator. In fact, Victoria was the first
State in Australia to implement such a system,
commencing in the early 1970s.

Plans are being developed for a programme of training and purchase of equipment which will equip every
ambulance in Victoria with a monitor/defibrillator,
over the next few years.
(b) As monitor/defibrillators must be operated by
specially-trained personnel, I would not contemplate a
programme to place such devices in various public
locations. Not only would it be a waste of money, but it
could be a threat to public health and safety as these
units can be very hazardous unless correctly used.

TREA TMENT OF EPILEPSY
(Question No. 1961)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Health:
Whether any steps are being taken to ascertain
details of the methods used to treat epilepsy at the Polenov Institute of Neurological Research in Leningrad; if
so, what steps; if not, why?

Mr ROPER (Minister ofHealth)-The answer
is:
My department has no knowledge or details of the
methods used to treat epilepsy at the Polenov Institute
of Neurological Research in Leningrad. If the honourable member can provide clinical data and reports,
they will be examined.

CONFERENCES OF COMMONWEALTH
AND STATE MINISTERS AND
OFFICIALS
(Question No. 1973)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the
Premier:
Whether any steps have been taken to have tabled in
Parliament full information on the records, resolutions
and recommendations of Conferences of Commonwealth and State Ministers and officials; if so, what
steps; if not, why?

Mr CAIN (Premier)-The answer is:
The honourable member is advised that no such
steps have been taken. Such information is treated by
both Governments as being of a confidential nature.
However, specific cases will be considered under the
freedom of information guidelines.

HOSPIT AL STANDARDS
(Question No. 1975)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Health:
1. Whether steps are being taken to develop and
publish standards for public and private hospitals by
grading such hospitals as -(a) excellent; (b) satisfactory; or (c) less than satisfactory; ifso, what steps; ifnot,
why?
2. Whether steps are being taken to publish-(a) the
reasons why standards less than excellent are permitted; and (b) quantify the danger to health involved; if
so, what steps; if not, why?

Mr ROPER (Minister ofHealth)-The answer
is:
Steps are not being taken to develop and publish
standards as proposed by the honourable member.
Victorian hospitals, both public and private, are
inspected on a regular basis to ensure that they provide
a satisfactory standard of health care.
Routine accreditation surveys of hospitals are also
undertaken by the Australian Council on Hospital
Standards. The council is an independent body
comprising both Federal and State representatives, and
has devised and implemented standards for hospitals
throughout Australia.

ASSESSMENT OF PATIENT CARE
(Question No. 1976)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Health:
Whether any steps are being taken to investigate and
research new ways of assessing patient care, especially
care of the aged; ifso, what steps; ifnot, why?

Mr ROPER (Minister ofHealth)-The answer
is:
The issue of assessment of clients, in order that
services appropriate to their assessed needs are
provided, is central to extended care service provision.
This commitment was underlined in many of the
recommendations of the recently released Final Report
of the Working Party on Extended Care Services.
The numerous recommendations contained in this
report are currently being analysed by the Health
Commission.
A copy of this report will be made available to the
honourable member ifhe does not already have one.

"HEALING" PRACTICES
(Question No. 1984)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Health:
Whether any steps have been taken to promote
"healing" practices which go beyond the ordinary
concepts of physiology and psychology and involve
such measures as beta, alpha, theta and delta wave
therapy and other manifestations both of modern
physics and ancient mysticism; ifso, what steps; if not,
why?
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Mr ROPER (Minister ofHealth)- The answer
is:
Due to the lack of information available on this
subject, no comment can be provided, nor is it
deserved.

. MEDICAL ADVICE ON STROKES
(Question No. 2003)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Health:
Whether he is aware of recent authoritative medical
advice that strokes in Victoria will soon reach 10000 a
year, 80 per cent of which will involve people over the
age of 65; if so, whether he will institute steps to
organize wide scale assessment of the geriatric by a
problem-oriented, prescriptive team of health professionals, of which the medical practitioner is only one; if
not, why?

Mr ROPER (Minister ofHealth)- The answer
is:
The Hospitals Division of the Health Commission
has no knowledge of the "recent authoritative medical
advice that strokes in Victoria will soon reach 10 000".
It is true that strokes cause a si~nificant portion oflongterm disabilities in elderly patients. However, quantification of the sort outlIned in the question is not
possible.
The organization of wide-scale assessment for
geriatric patients was the subject ofa number of reco mmendations contained in the recently released Final
Report of the Working Party on Extended Care of Aged
or Disabled Persons. A copy ofthe report will be made
available to the honourable member, if so requested.

PREMIER'S DEPARTMENT CORPORATE
PLANS
(Question No. 2017)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the
Premier:
Whether a corporate plan has been prepared for all
departments, agencies and authorittes within his
administration showing-(a) overall objectives; (b)
objectives of divisions and sections; (c) strategies to be
used for meeting objectives; (d) priority and timing of
strategies used; (e) persons responsible for directing
strategies; (j) criteria for judging effectiveness; and (g)
the system for monitoring level of effectiveness; if so(i) where such plan may be inspected; and (ii) whether
he would cause such plan to be incorporated in
Hansard; if not, when it is anticipated that such plan
will be available for the information of the member for
Doncaster?
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Mr CAIN (Premier)- The answer is:
It is Government policy that the matters referred to
in the question be addressed by departments as part of
the over-all programme for increasing the efficiency
and effectiveness of public administration and the
introduction of modern management techniques.

Statements of functions for both the Department of
the Premier and Cabinet and the Public Service Board
were published in the Victoria Government Gazette No.
102 on 13 October 1982.

USE OF VISUAL DISPLAY UNITS IN
MINISTRY FOR POLICE AND
EMERGENCY SERVICES
(Question No. 2079)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:
1. How many visual display units are in use in
departments, agencies and authorities within his
administration?
2. What plans there are to increase this number, indicating the size of any increase?

Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services)-The answer is:
1. Country Fire Authority
Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board
Victoria Police

15

26

114

2. The Ministry is continually examining its information system requirements and the need to purchase
additional visual display units to meet those requirements.

SAUNA BATHS AS A HEALTH HAZARD
(Question No. 2140)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the Minister of Health:
Whether he is taking action with regard to the findings of the Commonwealth Institute of Health that
vigorous exercise immediately after a sauna bath
constitutes a health hazard by' placing a great strain on
the heart; if so, what action; If not, why?

Mr ROPER (Minister ofHealth)- The answer
is:
My department has no knowledge of the existence of
the "Commonwealth Institute of Health" or its findings. I would be pleased to investigate the institute's
findings if the honourable member for Doncastercould
provide further details concerning the institute and its
findings.
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concentrated in this State than in any other
part of Australia. Victo! ia 1~ the mr.nuf:!c·
turing centre of Australia and, therefore, the
The Speaker (the Hon. C. T. Edmunds) devaluation of the Australian dollar signifitook the chair at 2.6 p.m. and read the cantly improved the competitiveness of a
prayer.
number of local import producers in this
State.
NEW MEMBER
I also indicated that it would provide a
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T. considerable boost to the export industry
Edmunds) announced that he had received a because it meant, other things being equal,
return to the writhe had issued on 16 that the revenue coming in from the sale of
February for the election of a member to Victorian goods, particularly in the area of
serve for the electoral district of Springvale primary industry, would be boosted in
in the place of Kevin Francis King, Esq., terms of Austrahan dollars. The Victorian
deceased, by which it appeared that Mr Government supported the devaluation
Edward Joseph Micallef had been duly decision because it considered it to be
elected for that electoral district.
appropriate at that time.
Mr Micallef was introduced and
PRISON REMISSIONS
affirmed.
Mr ROSS-EDW ARDS (Leader of the
National Party)-I refer the Minister for
QUESTIONS J-VITHOUT NOTICE
Community Welfare Services to the system
of remiSSJ0ns for good conduct in Victorian
CURRENCY DEVALUATION
gaols. Can the Minister advise the House
Mr RAMSAY (Balwyn)-I ask the Trea- whether the remission periods have been
surer: Does the Victorian Government sup- extended or increased in recent times in an
port the decision of the Australian Govern- effort to minimize the overcrowding in Vicment to devalue the Australian dollar by 10 torian gaols?
per cent?
Mrs TONER (Minister for Community
Welfare Services)- Victorian prisons were
Honourable members interjecting.
overcrowded from the time the former
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T. Government was in power. Section 128 of
Edmunds)- Would honourable members the Act allows for an early release of up to
on the Government benches remain silent? seven days, for administrative reasons.
Early releases of up to seven days were
Mr RAMSA Y - Does that decision mean
that it will benefit the Victorian economy? If taking place in the time of the former Govso, would the Government support a further ernment. That was done then, as it is now,
strictly in accordance with the Act. This is
devaluation?
contrary to the assertion by the honourable
Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-As I indicated member for Wantirna who was quoted in
previously, the State Government sup- the Herald on Friday last as saying that
ported the decision of the Australian Gov- oeople were being released up to 30 days
ernment to devalue the Australian dollar by early. That is quite untrue.
10 per cent. At that time, the circumstances
SPRINGVALE BY-ELECTION
were appropriate for a devaluation of the
dollar. One of the major reasons was the
Mr IHLEIN (Sandringham)-In view of
massive capital outflow from Australia, the by-election result in Springvale, can the
which was, in turn, tightening the money Premier indicate what the Government prosupply in this State and the nation and caus- poses to do to put into effect its renewed and
ing an increase in interest rates.
strengthened mandate?
Mr CAIN (Premier)- The way in
That was detrimental to the economic
performance of this State and other parts of which the Government has proceeded is
Australia. I also indicated that the devalua- obviously receiving the strongest support
tion of the Australian dollar would provide and approbation from the electorate. That
a considerable boost to the manufacturing was the third occasion within eleven
industry. As all honourable members would months on which the Government was
know, manufacturing is more heavily forced to a by-election and the vote has
22 March 1983
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improved. Historically, the vote has gone
against Government and up to 5 per cent of
the vote against the Government is
expected. However, the Government had a
swing of some 4· 3 per cent. The electorate
frequently turns out to vote against the
Government but, on this occasion, it turned
out to vote for it.
The Liberal Party must be at its lowest
ebb. It received 33 per cent of the vote in
Springvale, which is a loss of 5 per cent on
the previous vote. The Government sees the
message as being clear and unmistakable.
The electorate supports what the Government is doing. It is also saying to Parliament, and to the Opposition, that they
ought to look closely at the way in which
they behave in another place. I do not know
how often the electorate has to speak. It has
endorsed the Government's programme for
the third time since the general election and
the electorate is saying that it will not tolerate the sort of obstruction that has been
received from another place in recent days.
The Government has been the victim of
obstruction in another place in recent days.
The Opposition should let the electorate
decide. The electorate has already given the
Government a very clear mandate to get on
with the job, and particular attention ought
to be paid to that fact by the Opposition in
considering those local government Bills
that are before another place.
, CASH MANAGEMENT ACCOUNT
Mr SMITH (Warmambool)-My question to the Treasurer relates to the Cash
Management Account. What is the highest
rate of interest that the Government has
paid on moneys lent to that account; ~re
interest rates calculated and paid on
borrowings on a daily basis or any other
periodic basis, and, if so, what is that
periodic basis?
Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-The Government does not lend money to the Cash
Management Account. That account operates on investments by more than 30
declared public authorities, and the rate is
determined at the time of the deposit. As I
have indicated previously, all of the investments in the account are voluntary and are
on a commercial basis. Investments are
made at the best rates that are currently
available in the market-place. Honourable
members would be aware of the large fluc-
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tuations in interest rates on the short-term
money market and the rate paid by the
account varies according to conditions in
the short-term money market.
VICTORIAN DAIRY INDUSTRY
AUTHORITY
Mr HANN (Rodney)- Will the Premier
advise the House whether the Government
has received the final report concerning the
internal investigation into the financial
accounting of the Victorian Dairy Industry
Authority; if so, has it considered that
report; can the honourable gentleman
release to the House details of the findings
of that investigation and of the action the
Government intends to take, and will he
release a statement or make a statement to
the House on the matter?
Mr CAIN (Premier)- The operations of
the Victorian Dairy Industry Authority
have been under examination by the Government for some time. The Deputy Leader
of the National Party and his colleague, the
honourable member for Murray Valley,
have shown some interest in the matter and
raised the subject late last year. A group of
departmental officers carried out an investigation late last year. On their advice, the
Auditor-General was asked to make an
examination and, on his advice, the police
were involved in one aspect of the findings
of those inquiries.
The Minister of Agriculture will make a
Ministerial statement in another place later
today and will table the report delivered by
departmental officers late last year. That
report indicates that management practices
are unsatisfactory, that auditing and
accounting procedures were seriously deficient and that the marketing strategiesperhaps the Big M campaign is the best
known and most spectacular-have not led
to significant increases in total milk sales.
The police investigation indicates that
tender documents relating to a large building project at the Victorian Dairy Industry
Authority's premises were forged by two
senior officers seeking to deceive the Auditor-General as to what had occurred in
regard to obtaining competitive quotes. The
police have offered the view that criminal
proceedings may not be successful; the Solicitor-General has offered a differing view. I
do not wish to get into that matter; that is for
them to decide and to advise accordingly.
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The Government will not tolerate that
type of conduct in bodies associated with it
be they public bo~ies, statutory authorities:
or any other bodIes for which the Government is ultimately accountable. As honourable members are aware, a new chairman of
the Victorian Dairy Industry Authority was
appointed for other reasons last October.
He hcls been advised by the Minister that he
should immediately take steps to terminate
the employment of any members of his staff
who were involved with those tender documents. The implementation of the recommendations to improve the efficiency and
accountability of the authority is to take
place at once.
The matter again draws attention to the
remains of the past twenty years of Liberal
mismanagement. I make the point because I
am not satisfied that this is the only area in
which the Government may have problems.
Guidelines which will be implemented soon
have been drawn for the operation of public
bodies.
Whenever this sort of thing occurs, inefficiency, maladministration, impropriety or
all three-the Government will act as
quickly and as efficiently as it can.

An Honourable Member-Here's
Madam Lash!
Mrs PATRICK (Brighton)-I raise a
point of order-does the honourable member want me to bow or to bring out my
whip? I understood that when a measure has
been debated in the House and is to be
returned to the House, the content of the
proposed legislation was not to be the subject of questions raised during question time
in anticipation of a further debate. The
amended Bill, which will come before the
House, is listed as No. 12 on the Notice
Paper.

MUNICIPAL ASSOCIATION OF
VICTORIA
Mr . ~cCUTCHEON (St Kilda)-Can
the MInIster for Local Government inform
the House of his most recent consultations
with the Municipal Association of Victoria
and the effect those consultations will have
on local government in Victoria?
Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)- My negotiations and consultations with the Municipal Association of
Victoria on behalf of the Government date
back to 3 April 1982. On the occasions that I
have addressed the Municipal Association
executive, I pointed out the policy of the
Government and its strategy for reforms in
local government in Victoria. I also pointed
out that it was the intention of the Government to have the Melbourne City Council
elected on a universal franchise basis, and to
hold council elections on Saturday and
council meetings after 5 p.m. The Government also intends to provide for people who
are not British subjects to vote in Melbourne City Council elections and, indeed,
to stand for election to the council.

Mr WILKES-I discussed with the
Municipal Association of Victoria the
intention of the Government to introduce
el~ctoral reforms that would apply to the
CIty of Melbourne. That legislation and
those reforms are now included in the statute-book of the State and were agreed to by
both Houses of Parliament.

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-On the point of order, I was
adverting to legislation that has already
been passed through both Houses ofParliament.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
Edmunds)-Order! I do not uphold the
point of order. I listened carefully to the
Minister's reply, and it is my firm opinion
that he was not anticipating the debate but
that, as he pointed out, he was referring to
the Melbourne City Council deliberations
that he had had. I shall ensure that he does
not anticipate that debate.

I am asked by the honourable member for
St Kilda about my most recent discussions
or negotiations with the Municipal Association of Victoria. On 24 November last year
the association wrote to me and stated that
it was strongly in support of the Government's view on universal franchise.
Mr Cain-So is the electorate.
Mr WILKES-I believe, as does the
Premier, that the electorate also supports
the view of the Goyernment. More recently,
on 13 March of thIS year, I received further
correspondence from the Municipal Association of Victoria and, among other things,
the letter dated 24 November adverted to
the association's previous strong support
for universal franchise.
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I add that the Municipal Association of
Victoria represents 211 councils in this
State, not just one, two or three municipalities represented by members of the Liberal
Party.
Mrs PATRICK (Brighton)-On a point
of order, I understood your ruling, Mr
Speaker, to be that debate was not to be
anticipated. I believe that the letter of 24
November refers to the contents of the Bill
listed as item No. 12 on the Notice Paper.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
Edmunds)-Order! I cannot uphold the
point of order. I am not aware of what the
letter contains or whether the Minister is
using a letter in the House. I ask the Minister to contain his remarks to ensure that he
does not anticipate debate on a subject that
is of some controversy in Parliament at present.
Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-I heard an interjection prior to
the point of orderThe SPEAKER-Order! The interjection
was disorderly.
Mr WILKES-Nevertheless, it was
important to the extent that the interjection
by the Deputy Leader of the National Party
suggested that the Municipal Association of
Victoria was a front for the Labor Party. I
am sure the association will be delighted to
hear that!
The SPEAKER-Order! I ask the Minister to continue with his answer.
Mr WILKES-My most recent correspondence with the Municipal Association
of Victoria in respect of the Government's
decision to introduce reforms for local
government in this State-incidentally, the
Leader of the Opposition and Minister
representing the shadow Minister in
another place would have copies of the
letter-pointed out that in reaching decisions of support for the Government's
whole range of reforms for local government, the association was extremely
conscious that it must advise the Government on what it considered was local
government's view. After all, the Government respects an organization that points
out precisely what the view of local government is. Who is better able to do that than
the Municipal Association of Victoria? The
association stated that it saw the reforms as
an aid-
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Mr MACLELLAN (Berwick)-On a
point of order, Standing Orders prescribe
that in answering questions Ministers may
not debate matters. I suggest that the Minister has been giving his reply for a considerable time and is debating the matter, in view
of the nature of the question asked.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
Edmunds)-Order! I do not uphold the
point of order. I do not believe that the Minister is debating the question, but I ask him
to conclude his answer.
Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)- I conclude by saying that
nobody could disagree that the Municipal
Association of Victoria is in the best position to advise the Government on how local
government in general is reacting to any
decisions the Government makes. That is
precisely what the Municipal Association of
Victoria has done in this case and since 3
April last year. I advise the Leader of the
Opposition and the honourable member for
St Kilda that the Government will be in line
with views of the Municipal Association of
Victoria in proposals it will put to Parliament from time to time. Fortunately, the
Municipal Association of Victoria sees eye
to eye with the Government in these matters.
STATE TAXATION REVENUE
Mr RICHARDSON (Forest Hill)-Is the
Treasurer able to confirm that State taxation revenue, as defined and published by
the. Australian Bureau of Statistics this
mo'nth, will increase by 27 per cent in the
current financial year?
Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-The estimates
of the Government on revenue raising were
contained in the Budget documents and the
Government has no reason to depart from
those estimates.
FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS DUTY
Mr WALLACE (Gippsland South)Will the Treasurer inform the House how
much revenue has been collected from the
financial institutions duty this year until
now, how much under that headin~ will be
collected in a full year and whether It is running to the Budget estimate?
Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-The position
with respect to the financial institutions
duty is that the collection so far has only
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retirement. In other words, to relax the
somewhat rigid approach in regard to the
principal dwelling.
In summary, the core measures have been
increased in number and generosity, which
will assist a wide Orange of people.
Thirdly, a decision was made to recognize
the enormous loss that Victoria and South
Australia suffered simply because of the
wages paid out and other costs of running
government simply and directly consequent
upon the February bush fires.
A total sum of $19·5 million by way of
The Government is concerned to ensure
that the revenue figures are in line with the direct grant is to be paid to Victoria by the
target estimates contained in the Budget. I Commonwealth to meet those needs. The
am having that position thoroughly exam- last point I want to make is that we went to
ined because, as the honourable member Canberra early on Friday morning expectwould be aware, during the initial stages of ing to come back early that afternoon, but
the financial institutions duty the amount the Ministers and officers were prepared to
that is collected by the Stamp Duties Office sit down and spend two and a half hours
is based on estimates rather than actual going through the very complex arrangereceipts, so the Government is not going to ments that exist between the two Governbe in a position to assess the true position ments. I want to record the appreciation of
my Government for that very considered
until May of this year.
response. It was not a case of going away and
officers considering it. We all sat down and
BUSH-FIRE RELIEF
spent a considerable time going through the
Mr McDONALD (Evelyn)-Can the details and picking through the complex
Premier indicate to the House what finan- provisions that presently exist in the core
cial assistance has been made available to measures and those that were added to it. I
assist the Victorian Government to over- believe this will be of benefit to the potential
come its difficult budgetary position as a claimants from that fund.
result of the bush fires?
STATE TAXES
Mr CAIN (Premier)-Last Friday the
Treasurer and I met with the Prime
Mr LEIGH (Malvern)- Is the Treasurer
Minister and the Federal Minister for able to confirm that Victoria now has the
Finance and officers of their departments in hi~hest State taxes per head of any State in
regard to those matters. I am pleased to be thIS country, and is he also able to say
able to indicate that what the Federal whether the comparison is getting worse
Government has been prepared to do is to, between the States?
firstly, affirm the decision made by the
Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-I am amazed
outgoing Government in regard to a number of measures that are to be included in that the honourable member for Malvern
the core measures for assistance under the raised this issue. Honourable members
natural disaster arrangements that exist opposite would be aware that when they
between the two Governments; secondly, to were in power, they made representations to
extend, pursuant to some of the proposals the Federal Government to ensure that the
we put to the outgoing Government, Victorian Government received a fair deal
another batch of components in the core from Federal taxation measures.
measures increasing the assistance to
Honourable members interjecting.
primary producers and small business from
Mr JOLLY - The Leader of the Opposi$50000 to $70000 for low-interest loans
and to provide low-interest loans for tion, once again, shows his impatience. It is
rebuilding the principal dwelling of needy obvious that we should bring in the former
persons and where they were anticipating Treasurer of this State to brief honourable

been for two months. At this stage the figure
that has been brought to my attention is less
than the amount that was allowed for in the
Budget. The Government indicated when it
introduced the legislation that there was a
modification to the original conception of
the financial institutions duty and that in
itself resulted in a loss of $20 million in
revenue to the State Government. Apart
from that, the indications are that-so far the
collections on a monthly basis are of the
order of $8 million a month. Of course, the
collections have yet to be finalized.
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members opposite about the financial circumstances of the State because they do not
understand the position.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
Edmunds)-Order! The House will come to
order.
Mr JOLLY - I realize that their failure to
understand is due to their lack of understanding and experience. However, in the
past, Victoria did not receive a fair share of
the Federal taxation revenue. Of course, it
was necessary to impose taxes to ensure that
the essential services in this State were provided. Honourable members opposite
would be aware that over the past few years
Victorians paid the highest amount of tax
per capita. This was during the period in
which the State was ruled by a Liberal Party
Government. That position has not
changed despite the fact that the present
Government has attempted to keep taxes
down to a minimum.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr JOLLY - The Leader of the Opposition is a joke; there is no doubt about it. The
members of his party would appreciate the
joke and we appreciated the joke last Saturday. We will endeavour to keep taxes down
to a minimum and continue to follow the
strategy of maximizing economic activity
and impact in Victoria. Certainly the Victorian Chamber of Manufactures recognizes
the benefits of the economic strategy of the
Government because that organization
believes Victoria will lead the economic
recovery of Australia.
FIRE RESTRICTIONS
Mr McGRATH (Lowan)- Is the Minister for Police and Emergency Services
aware of the concern of farmers about the
lateness of the lifting of fire restrictions considering the wonderful rains which have
fallen across the State? Will the Minister
advise when the fire restrictions will be
lifted and whether they will be lifted on a
State-wide or on a regional basis?
Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services)-That matter is currently under consideration, as it has been for
several weeks past. I expect to be able to
announce a decision before the end of this
week.

Questions without Notice
BUSH-FIRE APPEAL
Mr POPE (Monbulk)- Will the Minister
for Police and Emergency Services inform
the House of the steps that have been taken
to assist those families which have lost
income earners through the recent tragic
bush fires?
Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services)-All the people who
donated with marvellous generosity to the
bush-fire appeal fund, both within the State
and elsewhere, would wish to see the first
priority in the disbursement of those funds
to those families which lost a member and,
perhaps most particularly, to those families
which lost their principal bread-winner.
The decision taken at the outset with the
disbursement of the appeal fund was that
families faced with the tragic necessity of
arranging a funeral for one of their members
should be able to have the account sent by
the funeral director directly to the appeal
fund.
Also, those families which, in addition to
losing their principal bread-winner, also
suffered the additional tragedy of losing
their homes, were sent during the past
week-or are in the process of being sent
today-a cheque for $1000.
Now the appeal management committee
has taken a further decision concerning
families which have lost the principal
bread-winner. Those people will have their
incomes supplemented on an interim basis
for three months at the rate of $250 a week.
Effect is currently being given to that decision by the appeals management committee
and the payments will be backdated to 16
February 1983.
In arriving at long-term decisions for
maintaining adequate incomes for families
who find themselves in these tragic circumstances, the committee will be assisted by an
expert actuary from the firm of E. S. Knight
and Co. It is hoped that decisions about the
long-term management of the situations of
these families will be reached as a matter of
urgency.
One of the principles that was outlined to
the House last week by the Premier in his
Ministerial statement on the bush fires was
that the wish of the donors is that the funds
should find their way to the hands ofbeneficiaries as quickly as possible and that this
wish should be respected. If at a later date,

Questions without Notice
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compensation is awarded for recipients of ance policy, there should be an attempt to
appeal moneys, what they have received recover those moneys so paid. We made
should be recovered against that compensa- decisions based on the whole of this issue as
tion and be returned to the appeal fund pool required. I see the decision in regard to the
so that it can be redistributed among people appointment of the committee of management, which I believe is the proper term for
who are still in need.
that group, as being a decision made in the
Advice has been received indicating that
in order to implement effective arrange- process.
ments guaranteeing that offset against subI consulted with the Solicitor-General,
sequent compensation, it is necessary for who advised that this is a perfectly desirable
members of the appeals management com- way of achieving this result. A short note
mittee to be given trustee status. That is pre- has been received from him and if the
sently in hand. As a matter of interest, I Deputy Leader of the Opposition and the
inform the House that payments of interest Leader of the National Party want to see
derived from the investment of the appeal that, I am perfectly agreeable to make it
funds in the Cash Management Account as available to them. I have discussed the matof today are in excess of $68 000.
ter at some length with the Solicitor-GenMr MACLELLAN (Berwick)-Can the eral and that is the advice that the GovernPremier inform the House whether the ment has received.
Government decided to appoint independent trustees to hold and administer the
OUT-PATIENT CHARGES
bush-fire relief funds as a result of receiving
legal advice; if so will the honourable gentleMr NEWTON (Bennettswood)-Can the
man make the legal advice available to Minister of Health inform the House what
myself and the Leader of the National decision was made recently by the High
Party?
Court in regard to the out-patient charges
and what impact the decision of
Mr CAIN (Premier)- The Government legislation
the
High
has considered the situation as put to it in hospitals? Court will have on Victorian
regard to the administration of the bush-fire
relief fund. It was always the determination
Mr ROPER (Minister of Health)- Last
of the Government to ensure that this fund Friday, in an historic decision of the High
was dealt with in a way that respected the Court, by a majority of four judges to one
wishes of those who had donated to it-the judge, the High Court upheld the case put on
Government was determined to apply the behalf of this State and refused to agree with
fund in a way the donors would have the propositions that had been put by the
wished.
former Liberal Federal Government, that
The committee appointed to assist in the the introduction by the State of a levy for
task was given guidelines that the Govern- out-patient charges was an improper use of
ment believed were appropriate in the State powers and was to be overcome by
circumstances. Those guidelines were exercising the powers of the Commonapproved by the committee. The Govern- wealth Government. The decision was an
ment was advised to ensure that those important one and the last stand made by
guidelines were carried out. It may be that the Federal Liberal Government, of so
someone may need to enter into agreements recent and unhappy memory, in the attempt
in respect of the payments made and seek to get rid of the levy. Twice the Federal
recovery from other authorities, statutory Government was defeated in the Senate
bodies or insurers that may be liable under and then the Federal Government of the
time, on New Year's eve, took this adminiscontracts of insurance or otherwise.
trative action, which ended up in the High
The view was taken that a deed of trust Court.
would be the appropriate way to achieve
As a result of the decision of the four
that trust. In the guidelines, the Government stipulated that no one should recover judges, the levy has been declared as a
twice; in other words, if persons were to proper State charge and the health funds, as
receive compensation by way oflegal action I understand it, are going to ensure that their
or some other entitlement from an insur- payments are made, which were under some
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threat. This means that some $3·5 million a
month, -which is required for the provision
of hospital services in this State, will continue to be made available and those services will continue to be provided. As honourable members know, the intention of the
Government to continue the out-patient
levy until 1 January, providing the Parliament agrees-

Questions without Notice
Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)- I am amazed at
the comments coming from the Opposition
on this issue. This Government is the first
Government for years in this State to tackle
the problem of financial disorder. If it was
not for this Government, the State would be
going down fast.

It would be of interest to all honourable
members to know that the increase in the
Mr LIEBERMAN (Benambra)-On a consumer price index in the past twelve
point of order, Mr Speaker, the out-patient months in this State has been below the
charges legislation is the subject of the ques- increase for Australia as a whole. It was 10·2
tion but that legislation has a sunset clause, per cent in Melbourne compared with 11
which expires on 1 JUly. The Minister of per cent for all of the six capitals. If one
Health is now launching into anticipation e'xamines the information provided by the
by saying that the levy will apply until 1 Jan- Australian Statistician in respect of the conuary, which implies that there will be legis- tribution of local government in this State
lation. That is in anticipation of the Government charges to the consumer price
index, one will find that, in the last reign of
debate.
the Liberal Government, 36·1 per cent of
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T. the consumer price index in the December
Edmunds)-Order! There is no point of quarter 1981 was due to local government
and State Government charges and 29· 3 per
order.
cent in March 1982. Following the introducMr ROPER (Minister of Health)-I was tion of the Labor Budget in this State, rather
pointing out to the House that it will be our than it being a 30 per cent contribution to
intention that the out-patient levy continue the consumer price index in Government
until 1 January, until the proposed Medi- charges, it was only 15·7 per cent. Therecare scheme comes in. It would be our view, fore, it is clear, when one examines the inflathat if that does not occur, there would be tion rate in this State, that the previous
immense difficulties in the run up to the Government made a far greater contribuintroduction of a reasonable, universal, tion to the consumer price index than the
national health system.
present Government.

We believe the out-patient levy will continue because it has such strong support
from the hospital system of this State, as
was clearly demonstrated both last year
when it was under threat and also this year
in the discussion that the Hospital Association had with me.
STATE TAXES
Mr JONA (Hawthorn)-I direct a question to the Treasurer further to the answer
he gave to the honourable member for Malvern, in which he said that it was the intention of the Government to keep taxes to an
absolute minimum in this State. Is the Treasurer able to reaffirm the commitments of
the Government to index State taxes and
charges, and is he aware that indexation ·on
top of this year's increases would amount to
an increase in State taxes and charges of 40
per cent over a two-year period?

GRAIN ELEVATORS BOARD
Mr McGRATH (Lowan)-I ask the
Minister of Transport whether it is planned
that the administration of the Grain Elevators Board will come under the control of
the Ministry of Transport? If so, what benefits will this achieve for grain handling in
Victoria?
Mr CRABB (~1inister ofTransport)-No
decision has been taken about that or any
other matters of change under Ministerial
control. In any case such a question should
be directed to the Premier.
PETROL PRICES
Mr NORRIS (Noble Park)-Can the
Minister of Consumer Affairs advise the
House on the decision of maximum petrol
prices in Victoria?

Petitions

Mr SPYKER (Minister of Consumer
AfTairs)- Following the decision of the
Organization for Petroleum Exporting
Countries and of the Federal Government
to reduce petrol prices by $2 a barrel, and
the currency fluctuation that has taken
place, ~ have received a report from the Victorian Prices Commissioner that recommends no change to the price of petrol in
Victoria.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
Edmunds)-Order! I have already asked the
honourable member for Forest Hill to
remain silent and I ask members of the
Opposition to hear the answer in silence.
Mr SPYKER - The Leader of the
Opposition has remained mute today
because he only got 33 per cent of the sympathy vote at Springvale. Following receipt
of the report of the Victorian Prices Commissioner, this Government made a decision in January this year refusing to pass on
the increase of 1· 6 cents a litre, which the
previous Federal Government allowed, I
indicated to the House before that this was
an additional saving of $17 million. That
clearly outlines the decision that this Government has made since September to
maintain the maximum price of 43·9 cents a
litre was a correct decision; it has saved the
consumers $67 million. We were consistent
in our stand. When the previous Federal
Government wanted to increase petrol
prices-which this Opposition supportedwe refused to pass on the increase. That is
the true story. Ifhonourable members cared
to look at the prices that are being charged in
other States they would find that, under the
only Liberal Government that remains in
power, which is in Tasmania, the people are
paying 48 cents a litre for petrol. That is
Liberals for you! That shows that the Labor
Government in Victoria has made the
correct decision.
HANSARD
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
Edmunds)-I desire to advise the House
that, due to phototypesetting difficulties
being experienced by the Government
Printer during critical production times, the
answers to questions on notice do not
appear in this edition of Hansard. I am
advised that they will be included in the
next edition.
.
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PETITIONS
The Clerk-I have received the following
petitions for presentation to Parliament:
Shop trading hours
To THE HONOURABLE THE SPEAKER AND MEMBERS OF
THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY IN PARLIAMENT
ASSEMBLED.
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of
the State of Victoria showeth that the present Labour
and Industry Act 1958 is unfair, unjust and discriminatory. Your petitioners therefore pray that Caul field be
included with St Kilda in section 80D to give it the same
rights and priviledges.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever
pray.

By Mr Tanner (1895 signatures)
Anti-discrimination legislation
To THE HONOURABLE THE SPEAKER AND MEMBERS OF
THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF VICTORIA IN PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED.
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of
Australia, Victoria respectfully showeth; that we support and affirm the purpose of the family unit as
created by God and recorded in Genesis chapter 1
verses 27 and 28. "And God created man in His own
image, in the image of God He created him. Male and
Female He created them. And God blessed them. And
God said to them "be fruitful and multiply and fill the
earth".
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that your
honourable house will reject proposals that are contrary to the well being and not supportive of FAMILY
LIFE, and at variance with God's law and purpose.
We consider that anti-discrimination on the basis of
sexual preference will be legislation that is detrimental
to the well being of the family, will open the door to
teaching in our schools that will threaten the dignity
and virtue of our children, and will give credence to
what God called an abomination (Leviticus 18 v 22 and
20 v 13).
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that your
honourable House will reject such proposals.
And your petitioners as in duty bound will ever
pray.

By Mrs Hill (16 signatures)
TOTHEHoNOURABLETHESPEAKER,MRC. T. EDMUNDS,
M.P., AND MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY IN
THE PARLIAMENT OF VICTORIA ASSEMBLED.
The petition of the undersigned citizens of Australia
respectfully showeth: The concern of the members of
the Wangaratta Chamber of Commerce and residents
of Victoria, at the exploitation of the shops provisions
of the Labour and Industry Act 1958 by certain giant
supermarket chains, department stores and others
openly trading 7 days a week, and at the exploitation of
"Sunday Markets" by itinerant traders selling new
goods and goods of doubtful origin at week-ends when

3344 ASSEMBLY 22 March 1983

Scout Association Bill

legitimate traders are required to be closed by the
requirements of the Act, and at the abuse of the Fifth
and Sixth Schedules and the holiday resort provisions
of the Act by supermarkets and others not complying
with the intent of the legislation, as these actions discriminate against law abiding businesses observing the
purpose and intent ofthe Act particularly disadvantagin~ labour intensive small firms employing full-time
skIlled employees in favour of giant self service retail
chains mainly employing junior staff at casual rates
which we believe is not in the best interests ofthe community.

Statutory Rules under the following Acts:
Alcoholics and Drug-Dependent Persons Act 1968No. 405/1982.
Audit Act 1958-No. 42/1983.
Building Control Act 1981- No. 40/1983.
Hospital Benefits (Levy) Act 1982-No. 259/1982.
Industrial Training Act 1975-No. 45/1983.
Marine Act 1958-Nos. 33, 39/1983.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works Act
1958-Nos. 31, 32/1983.
Melbourne Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Market
Trust Act 1977-No. 38/1983.
MotorCar Act 1958-Nos. 36,41,43/1983.
We respectfully submit that these activities have
Port of Geelong Authority Act 1958- No.
been initiated and encouraged by business and indi310/1982.
viduals anxious to obtain deregulated shop trading
Public Service Act 1974-No. 37/1983; PSD Nos.
hours, which would seriously impact the "quality of
124,162,163,178, 179,184, 186, 192, 193, 195,
life" of the owner managers of small and medium busi209, 238, 243/1982; 1, 4/1983.
nesses, their families and their employees, and result in
Racing Act 1958-No. 49/1983.
a loss of full-time employment in retailing due to
Superannuation Act 1975 - No. 35/1983.
higher operating costs, and a demand for a review of
Vegetation and Vine Diseases Act 1958-No.
services provided by banks, post offices, councils and
282/1982.
public bodies in business districts, and cause higher
Weights and Measures Act 1958-No. 34/1983.
costs for consumers and aggravate inflation.
Wildlife Act 1975-Nos. 46,50/1983.
We respectfully request that the Victorian Govern- Town and Country Planning Act 1961:
Alberton-Shire of Alberton (Coastal) Planning
ment's policies supporting small business and the
Scheme, Amendment No. 21 (Part I).
non-extension of shop trading hours be strengthened
Bulla-Shire of Bulla Planning Scheme 1959,
and that penalties of the Act be enforced, and that
Amendment Nos. 88 (1981), 90 (two papers).
anomalies and conflicting provisions be eliminated as
Cranbourne Planning Scheme 1960, Amendment
matters of urgency.
No. 44.
And your petitioners as in duty bound will ever
Cranbourne-Shire of Cranbourne (Western Port)
pray.
Planning Scheme, Amendment No. 21 (1982).
Echuca-City of Echuca Planning Scheme, AmendBy Mrs Hill (308 signatures)
ment No. 52 (1982).
Geelong Regional Planning Scheme, Amendment
Nos. 25 (Part 3). 38 (Part 2) (1982) (two papers).
Health and human relations courses
Maldon Planning Scheme, Amendment No. 5.
To THE HONOURABLE THE SPEAKER AND THE MEMBERS
Morwell-Shire of Morwell Planning Scheme 1977,
OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF PARLIAMENT
Amendment No. 16 (1981).
ASSEMBLED.
Port Fairy Planning Scheme 1959, Amendment No.
23 (1982).
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of
Shepparton-City of Shepparton Planning Scheme
Victoria respectfully showeth that education is being
1953, Amendment Nos. 64 (Part I), (Part 2)
grossly perverted in the State of Victoria.
(1982), 72 (1982) (three papers).
Therefore, pending an independent and unbiased
enquiry into the undesirable short and long term
APPROPRIATION MESSAGES
effects, we require the immediate withdrawal of all
Health and Human Relations and similar courses, in
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
which the fundamental and inseparable issue of morality is deliberately removed from courses on human Edmunds) announced that he had received
sexual behavior.
messages from His Excellency the Governor
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that your
Honourable House will act without delay in the interest
of the children of this State.

By Mr Brown (10 signatures)
It was ordered that the petitions be laid on
the table.

recommending that appropriations be
made from the Consolidated Fund for the
purposes of the following Bills:
Motor Accidents (Amendment) Bill
Land Settlement (Amendment) Bill
Aboriginal Land Claims Bill

PAPERS
The following papers, pursuant to the
directions of several Acts of Parliament,
were laid on the table by the Clerk:
.

SCOUT ASSOCIATION BILL
Mr FORDHAM (Minister of Education)-On behalf of the Premier, I move:

Building Societies- Report of the Registrar for the year
1980-81-0rdered to be printed.
Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board- Report for the year
1981-82.

Its purpose is to amend and update the Boy
Scouts Association Act 1932 to take account
of all developments in the scout movement

That this Bill be now read a second time.
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over the past fifty rears as they affect the
Victorian branch 0 the now entitled Scout
Association of Australia.
The principal Act has not been amended
since its passing in 1932, and this Bill has
been prepared at the request of, and in consultation with, the Victorian branch of the
Australian association. The Victorian
branch has, of course, obtained the necessary authorizations and approvals for the
Bill.

Honourable members will note from
perusing the Bill that it will take account of
these and other developments. The Bill
includes provisions to authorize the Victorian branch to operate as a branch of the
Australian association, and for both the
branch and branch council to operate subject to the direction and control of the
national council and national executive
committee of the Australian association.
The Bill also provides that the Victorian
organization is no longer subject to the control of the British association.

Honourable members who have had the
benefit of involvement with the scout
Furthermore, the Bill validates certain
movement will be aware of the number of acts done by the Victorian branch and
major developments that have occurred branch council since the formation of the
with respect to the movement over this Australian association in 1958 and, in additime. Although I do not desire to deal with tion, effects changes to the names of both
each such development, I wish to mention bodies, including the deletion of the word
briefly a number of them.
"Boy" in accordance with developments to
which I have earlier referred.
In 1958 the Australian Boy Scouts Association was formed as a branch of the British
Honourable members will also note that
association, for the purpose of the co-ordi- the schedule to the Bill gives effect to the
nation and organization of the boy scout new constitution of the Victorian branch. I
movement throughout Australia. This am pleased to introduce this Bill on behalf
occurred as a result of a joint approach to of the Victorian branch of The Scout Assothe British association by its various ciation of Australia. I commend the Bill to
branches in the States of Australia, includ- the House.
ing the Victorian branch, and the branch in
On the motion ofMrs SIBREE (Kew), the
the then Territory of Papua New Guinea,
and was clearly desirable in the interests of debate was adjourned.
the better organization of the movement in
Mr FORDHAM (Minister of EducaAustralia. The Victorian branch purported tion)-I move:
to become a branch of the Australian assoThat the debate be adjourned until Thursday, March
ciation.
31.

By Royal Charter dated 23 August 1967
the Australian Boy Scouts Association was
incorporated by the name of "The Australian Boy Scouts Association". The
charter established a national council and a
national executive committee of the Australian association. The Victorian branch
was declared to be one of the first branches
of the new association. In 1972 the Australian association changed its name to
"The Scout Association of Australia".

If honourable members find that they are
unable to have sufficient contact with the
Scout Association before that time, I will
consult with them but I have little doubt
that the association is anxious that the Bill
be passed as quickly as possible.
The motion was agreed to, and the debate
was adjourned until Thursday, March 31.

HEALTH (RADIATION SAFETY) BILL
Pursuant to the powers given to it by the
1967 charter, the national council of the
The debate (adjourned from March 17)
Australian association has made by-laws on the motion of Mr Roper (Minister of
affecting the operation of the Victorian Health) for the second reading of this Bill
branch, and has issued a document known was resumed.
as "The Policy, Organization and Rules of
Mr WHITING (Mildura)- The content
the Scout Association of Australia" for the
purpose of regulating the practice of scout- of the Bill will require lengthy debate during
ing in Australia.
the Committee stages. It concerns radiation
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safety, which the National Party views seriously, and it seeks to include a proposed
new section in the Health Act. Material and
equipment emitting radiation have been
used over the years and will continue to be
used on a large scale in the future. The use of
this material and equipment by medical
practitioners and others is assisting medical
knowledge and enabling better treatment of
various diseases and illnesses affecting
people in the community. Obviously, it is
necessary for there to be suitable controls
over the use of this equipment.

Health (Radiation Safety) Bill

As I said earlier, it is fair enough for any
measure to ensure that radiation equipment
is safe, that the operators using it are qualified for that purpose and that they can take
care of all the problems that are likely to
arise-particularly with the treatment of
patients in the diagnostic and therapeutic
fields. The National Party would have no
argument if the situation stopped at that.
That would be well and good. However, the
Minister has obviously received representations from the various groups I mentioned
that the provisions ofthe Bill will restrict all
the practitioners in this area. Practitioners
The National Party is concerned that the will be required to be registered to use the
Bill is an indication of the socialization of equipment, and to obtain an annual licence,
the State towards which the Government is and they will be subject to some sort of
working. The Government is moving in check. If that provision exists purely on the
every direction possible to bureaucratize basis of the safety angle, that is fair enough.
the State, particularly health services. However, it leaves room for political deciShortly, another Bill will be introduced to sions, particularly with regard to the clause
the Legislative Assembly which deals with relating to the decision by the Health Comfood requirements and health surveyors and mission about whether there are more than
which, again, will result in a situation where adequate diagnostic or therapeutic facilities
everything must be referred to a Govern- available in any specific area of Victoria.
ment department-in this case, the Health
Commission.
In my view, the situation is similar to that
Once a Government or its department which exists in Poland or any other country
has strict control over the various matters that is behind the Iron Curtain where the
that come before it, problems will be created Government of the day-albeit, a puppet of
in the community. It has been said from the Soviet Union-is told exactly what it
time to time that Victoria is over-governed will do. The situation smacks of complete
already, and these proposed measures will socialization. I am sorry that the young
innocent Minister-at least he appears
add to that existing over-government.
innocent-is moving so quickly in this
Mr Remington-Advise the Upper direction. The National Party is not happy
House of that!
with the provisions of the Bill and will, during the Committee stage, move to rectify at
Mr WHITING-The National Party is least one or two of the more obvious probgrateful that the Upper House exists .. At lems contained in it.
least this House is unable to rush everything
through and completely socialize the Public
The equipment, about the placement of
Service in Victoria, because it is rapidly which
Health Commission will decide,
heading towards that even with the hostile ranges the
in price from approximately $2000
Upper House that exists at present.
to $750000. The provision indicates that a
Dr Coghill-Do you want someone to hospital or a private practitioner will not
easily install equipment, be it a CAT
review its decisions as well?
scanner or any other machine. The CAT
Mr WHITING-No, that is all right as it scanner costs some $ 750 000 and a person
is. Comment about various provisions con- using that machine would be concerned
tained in the Bill has been received from the that, if he or she were unable to obtain
Australian Medical Association and the enough use of it, he or she would not obtain
Royal Australian College of General practi- a return on his or her money. In that respect,
tioners, as well as the Royal Australasian the market-place must surely restrict the use
College of Radiologists and other groups of this equipment. The information
that are involved with the problems the Bill provided to members of the National Party
presents.
is that there are too many CAT scanners in

Health (Radiation Safety) Bill

the inner metropolitan ar~a and too few in
outer suburban and country areas of
Victoria.
Another worrying point is that those
general practitioners who are situated in
remote areas-perhaps not in as high numbers as one would like to see them - will be
restricted in the use of X-ray equipment,
and residents in remote areas will have to
travel to larger centres where better equipment is available. Those general practitioners will do less work in the use of X-ray
machines and other radiation equipment
and will gradually drift out of the use of that
equipment. It will be found that only the
larger based hospitals will be able to afford
and obtain licensing provisions for units in
larger centres. That in turn will encourage a
drift of doctors to larger centres, even
though the drift to the metropolitan area has
been reduced in recent years.
The honourable member for Benambra is
correct in his interjection that increased
costs will be necessary for the provision of
public health services and for the provision
of radiation equipment where it does not
already exist in the public sector.
Another clause requires businesses that
have radiation equipment to appoint a
radiation safety officer who is approved by
the Health Commission to supervise all of
the radiation safety practices in the operation or business concerned. Problems will
result, because that officer will receive high
remuneration. Concern has been expressed
that this will result in increased costs for
Victorians. Obviously, the Health Commission will require additional safety officers
and health costs will increase as well as costs
to companies that have radiation equipment.
Proposed new section l08AF (1) provides:
A person shall not operate use manufacture store
transport sell possess install service maintain repair or
otherwise deal with any ionizing radiation apparatus,
non-ionizin~ radiation apparatus of a prescribed class
or radio-actIve substance unless he does so under, and
in accordance with any conditions imposed in relation
to, a licence or exemption under this Act.

The National Party realizes that at present
similar provisions are included in the
Health Act and that there is a need to try to
cover every available avenue to ensure that
care is taken in the use, storage and obtaining of radioactive substances, but it is

22 March 1983 ASSEMBLY 3347
concerned by the heavy hand of bureaucracy that is evident throughout the proposed legislation.
A number of requests have been received
by the National Party from chiropractors
and osteopaths about licensing, the provisions in the Bill that cover standards of
equipnlent likely to be used and the types of
X-rays they are able to take. It is possible
that the contents of the Bill may not be satisfactory to them because of restrictions that
have been placed upon them, but one must
ensure that chiropractors in particular are
qualified to use the equipment that they
have on their premises before they are given
broad approval to undertake all types of Xray work. That will take some time to establish because the Bill limits the use of the
equipment for vertebral column X-rays and
also includes a proviso which allows the
commission wider licensing provisions, if
the qualifications, training and experience
of the applicant can be proven. This is probably a fair provision under those circumstances.
The National Party is concerned about
the proposal to establish a registration
board. Originally, it was considered possible but not necessary to establish a registration board if the Health Commission
intended to license all the applicants for use
of X-ray equipment, but, as it turns out, the
Health Commission will, in effect, be allowing the board to check qualifications and so
on and will issue the licence only after the
pe;son has been registered to use certain
equipment. It would appear that the Health
Commission wants all the power to control
those who may use the equipment but not
the responsibility of registration.
This is common in some areas, but the
National Party is gravely concerned that the
practice may be spreading into this field
and affecting the establishment of a new
radiographers' board in Victoria. This
board will probably include some technologists who are also involved in that area
and who will be included under the provisions of the registration board. The radiographers and the technologists will operate
the X-ray equipment and may begin the
assessment of the X-rays, which will circumvent the work of the radiologists who at
present carry out the diagnostic reading of
the X-rays.
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This situation could be likened to the
problems confronted by dental technicians
which has arisen in the dental profession
over the years. It is necessary to impose
some restrictions on people registered under
the proposed Radiographers Registration
Board so that they will not be involved in
the diagnostic aspects of X-rays unless they
are qualified.
I voice that concern at this stage as it is
possible that the same consequences may
flow on from the registration board that is to
be provided under the Bill. The position of a
person who applies for a licence and is not
granted it under the provisions of the Bill
has caused some concern. It has been
pointed out that a person who has had a
licence or registration cancelled or suspended has a right of appeal to ajudge of the
County Court within three months of
receiving notification of cancellation or suspension. The ori~nal application or declaration of the original application is covered
by section 387 of the Health Act, which,
although extremely broad, is probably satisfactory in the circumstances to allow an
appeal for a person who has failed to receive
a licence or registration after application.
The National Party is now satisfied that that
situation is covered.
The other point I make is that licences
will be granted for only twelve months.
Licensees will have to apply for new licences
every twelve months. No doubt a fee will be
charged for the licence. I would not complain if the fee covered only the cost of the
actual licensing procedure, but as is usual
with the impos~on of fees, rapid increases
take place, aijd this fee will be no exception.
I presume that the same situation will apply
for registrati.on. Once registration takes
place, it is easy for the commission to decide
that the registration fee should be increased.
In that case, the matter will either come
before the Parliament or go before the Governor in Council where increases are usually
allowed without question.
The main concern of the National Party
with the Bill is the provision allowing the
Health Commission to decide where particular X-ray facilities and other equipment
used in the medical profession will be
placed. This will not be decided on the basis
of radiation or safety, but purely on a politicalor semi-political basis. I am not satis-
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fied that that is absolutely necessary, and I
point out that the same kind of provision
occurs in the Health Act on the limitation of
the number of hospital beds available in any
area. However, in that case no toxic effects
or safety factors are taken into account.
Therefore, the National Party is opposed to
proposed section I08AE (5) contained in
clause 5. The National Party will take
appropriate steps in the Committee stage to
have that proposed sub-section omitted.
The National Party and many people in
the community are not happy with many of
the provisions in the Bill. The National
Party will be seeking to ensure that everything is done to ease the problems of those
practitioners who are caught in the web of
the proposed legislation so that the natural
flow of the market place can prevail, particularly with regard to the provision of new
equipment. There is certainly a need for new
equipment to be provided in the more
remote areas of the State. \
The only other provision I wish to discuss
is that under which the Minister sets up the
Radiation Advisory Committee, the committee to consist of not less than five
persons. There is no indication who those
five persons might be. Very strong representation has been made by the Australian
Medical Association and the Royal Australasian College of Radiologists that a diagnostic radiologist, preferably an oncologist
should be given a position on the advisory
committee so that a person practising in
that field can have an input into the recommendations of the committee to the Minister. If that proposal could be kept in mind
I believe the National Party and the Australian Medical Association would be satisfied with that provision.
I hope the Minister will take this matter
on board and perhaps between here and
another place he may see fit to indicate who
may be represented on the committee. The
National Party will then be supporting the
proposed legislation with the one proviso I
have mentioned, that the proposed subsection with regard to the type of equipment
coming under the direction of the Health
Commission is not in the best interests of
Victorians, certainly where it is not concerned with the matter of radiation safety.
For those reasons the National Party will be
moving for the exclusion of that proposed
sub-section.
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Mr ROPER (Minister of Health)-I
thank the honourable members for
Benambra and Mildura for their contributions to the debate. As has been pointed out,
this is largely a Committee Bill and most of
the questions and answers would best be
asked and answered during debate on the
individual clauses. However, a number of
general remarks were made during the
second-reading debate that I should address
briefly.
The honourable member for Benambra
suggested that the question of licensing
should be reconsidered because of the fact
that many people- for instance, people
with medical degrees-were in a position
where once having obtained their degree, no
action should be taken about their capacity
to carry out X-rays.
I inform honourable members that it is
regrettable that, firstly there are members of
the medical profession who are not nearly as
competent in the taking of X-rays as they
should be and they often do not understand
when and where not to take an X-ray.
Secondly, if they do take an X-ray they may
not do so adequately. They often overexpose a person to X-rays. It is regretted
that there are frequent instances where this
happens.
The last instance that has been drawn to
my attention relates to some films received
in relation to chest X-rays under the occupational health powers of the commission.
The Chief Occupational Health Officer, Dr
Milne, entitled his report to the Public
Health Division "Chest X-rays of Inferior
Quality". I understand these X-rays have
been shown to the honourable member for
Mildura and will be shown to the shadow
Minister of Health. Any honourable member may examine the X-ray if he or she
desires. I do not know how some of the Xrays can be read; some are totally black and
contain a whole range of imperfections,
whereas other X-rays are virtually clear.
Although the X-rays are totally inadequate,
the general practitioner has gone ahead and
made a diagnosis after examining them.
When one examines the situation, it reflects
the difficulties that I and many of my
officers have seen over a considerable
time.
As a result of receiving the batch of Xrays, an investigation was carried out which
revealed that none of the medical practitioners in Bacchus Marsh had paid atten-
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tion to his or her obligations under the existing law; neither had the dentist nor the chiropractor. Therefore, Bacchus Marsh was
unregistered. Some years ago I visited the
Lilydale and District Bush Nursing Hospital and discussed with a private radiologist the black X-ray film that had been
sent to the hospital for reading by doctors
practising in Healesville. In that instance,
the X-ray was appalling.
In the Bacchus Marsh area since the reading was hard to justify, the workmen Xrayed will have to be again exposed to X-ray
machinery to ensure that adequate X-rays
are made.
The people who carry out X-rays should
be well qualified and I am sure the honourable members for Benambra and Mildura
will agree with that. The Government is
aware of the difficulties involved and
understands that the further one is removed
from the metropolitan area, the more special provision is required to ensure that adequate X-rays can be taken. I refer to small
country hospitals or isolated medical practices which must be seen differently from
the situation in a Melbourne suburb. The
Government certainly agrees that the
importance of facilities for country areas
needs to be taken into account.
The honourable member for Benambra
suggested that the licence period of twelve
months was inadequate. At present I am
considering that proposition because it may
well be that this could be usefully changed
within the proposed legislation. The honourable members for Benambra and Mildura referred to the needs of various practitioners for specific equipment. It is not
simply a matter of ensuring that people are
qualified and are operating safe machines.
As a community, we have to be concerned
about the quantum of the dose which can be
administered. The main control over that is
control over the variety, number and type of
X-ray machines throughout the community.
Unfortunately, a tendency exists that
once a machine is installed, it must be put to
maximum use, even though this may not be
justified. However, I take on board the
suggestion of the honourable member for
Mildura to ensure that this would not affect
any practitioner with existing equipment.
Naturally the Government believes these

"
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activities should be carried out safely. The
proposal of the honourable member for
Mildura on that clause, that practitioners
with machinery not go through problems in
keeping and using that machinery, providing it remains safe, will be considered. The
Government is pleased with the response it
has received from the community-more
than 40 submissions have been received
from organizations and individuals, the
quality of which has been very high. The
honourable members for Mildura and Benambra would be aware that, as a result of
those submissions, the Government will
propose a number of amendments, copies of
which have already been made available to
the Liberal and National parties for consideration.
I believe the Bill has been improved as a
result of the public process. It shows the
importance of providing adequate time for
groups in the community to consider proposed legislation such as this measure which
was introduced last December and is finally
being debated in the House in the second
half of March. I commend the Bill to the
House. As I said, the Government will
move a series of amendments, many of
which were referred to by the honourable
members for Mildura and Benambra during
the second-reading debate.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was read a second time, and it
was ordered that it be committed.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Kirkwood) announced the presentation of a mes-

sage from His Excellency the Governor
recommending that a further appropriation
be made from the Consolidated Fund for
the purposes of the Health (Radiation
Safety) Bill.
The House went into Committee for the
consideration of this Bill.
Clause 1 (Short title)
Mr ROPER (Minister of Health)- I suggest that progress be reported because the
honourable member for Benambra has
asked for a detailed briefing on the Bill to
answer various questions he raised in the
second-reading debate and other queries
that he has.
Progress was reported.

Motor Accidents (Amendment) Bill

MOTOR ACCIDENTS
(AMENDMENT) BILL
The debate (adjourned from December
15, 1982) on the motion of Mr Fordham
(Minister of Education) for the second reading of this Bill was resumed.
Mr TANNER (Caulfield)-The Opposition intends to support the proposed extension of benefits under the Motor Accidents
Act, which, under the Bill, will be made
retrospective to 15 December 1982. Nevertheless, the point needs to be made that
the Bill has probably received the most
inept introduction of any Bill introduced by
the Government during its term of office.
The Bill was introduced into the House
on 15 December 1982 and received a second
reading later that day. The Deputy Premier
then moved that consideration of the Bill be
deferred until 1 February this year. Later on
that date, the Government approached the
Opposition and asked that the Bill be passed
that day. The Opposition refused that
request and stated that it wished to give consideration to the Bill and, ifit found it necessary, which it does, it would support the
retrospective payment of the proposed
benefits to 15 December 1982.
However, in consideration of the Bill, the
Opposition has discovered a grave defect in
the preparation of the Bill. The Bill is deficient in that it requires a message from the
Governor recommending an appropriation
to guarantee the increased liability, which
will be borne by the Motor Accidents Board
under the Bill. The Government is required
to give that guarantee with a message from
the Governor recommending an appropriation, and yet it did not accompany the Bill;
the result being the Bill has been further
delayed.
Honourable members should be aware
that on the Notice Paper of Wednesday, 16
March -last week - the Motor Accidents
(Amendment) Bill was listed as Government Business, Order of the Day, No. 2 and,
the following day when the Government
became aware of its oversight, it demoted
the consideration of the Bill to Government
Business, Order of the Day, No. 16 on the
Notice Paper for 17 March.
There are several matters that need to be
addressed in the Bill and certain questions
that the Opposition should like the Govern-
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ment, through the Treasurer, to answer. For
instance, considering the inept introduction
of the Bill to the Parliament, does the Treasurer, in his former capacity as Minister of
Labour and Industry, accept responsibility
for the preparation and introduction of the
Bill? I should like the Treasurer to confirm
whether the Government will extend the
new benefit retrospectively to 15 December
1982? Will the Government extend the
benefits contained in the Bill to cover all
Victorians injured in motor accidents anywhere in Australia and its Territories, as the
Government claimed should be the case
when it was in Opposition. If the Government is not prepared to extend that benefit,
why has it changed its mind since its days in
opposition? Why did the Government, on
two occasions in its second-reading speech
in introducing this Bill, claim that the benefits of the Bill as proposed on 15 December
would enable the statutory benefits under
this legislation to apply to all Victorians
injured in motor vehicle accidents anywhere in Australia?
In two instances in the second-reading
speech it is claimed that the benefit will
apply to all Victorians injured in motor
vehicle accidents. In one instance it is
claimed that Victorians could receive the
benefits of the no-fault accident scheme
wherever they travelled in Victorian registered motor cars. Later it is claimed that the
aim of the scheme is to minimize the tra~ic
consequences of motor accidents for VICtims and their families and this Government can find no justification for not
extending the help provided inside Victoria
to those Victorians who are involved in
accidents outside Victoria.
These claims are not borne out in the Bill
that was introduced in this Parliament on 15
December. The extended benefit of the Bill
is accurately described in the notes on
clauses accompanying the Bill, where it is
stated that:
Clause 2 amends section 13 of the Principal Act by
extending the operation of the Principal Act to cover
the passengers and the driver of Victorian registered
motor cars anywhere in Australia provided that, at the
time of the relevant accident, the motor car was being
driven by a person resident in Victoria.

As I stated, the second-reading speech
claimed that the benefits of the measure
would extend far wider than that proposed
legislation. The claims in the second-reading speech match the claims of what the
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benefits ought to cover in a speech given by
the now Minister of Transport to this House
on 10 December 1981 when discussing the
Motor Accidents Act. At page 4795 of
Hansardon 10 December, the now Minister
of Transport is reported as having said:
The Opposition welcomes the removal of that anomaly but it is extremely disappointed that the Government has not gone the whole way to provide that all
Victorian taxpayers injured in motor accidents which
occur in another State are entitled to the benefits of
Victoria's no-fault legislation.

Further, on the same page, the now Minister
of Transport stated:
It seems to me to be not beyond the wit of man to
draft legislation to enable residents of Victoria to be
covered under the no-fault provisions, and I am sure
that could be arranged in discussions with the Motor
Accidents Board. I should be happy to see the widest
possible definition provided.

The Opposition, in its consideration of this
Bill, drafted some amendments that it considered proposing to the House to give effect
to the Government's former wishes regarding the benefits of this Bill. That is when the
major shortcoming in the Bill's preparation
by the Government were discovered and we
found that it is not possible for the Opposition to move such amendments because it is
not possible for the Opposition to obtain a
message of appropriation from the Governor. The Opposition now poses a question
to the Treasurer. Does the Government
intend to widen the benefits of the Motor
Accidents Bill, as it called for in the last Parliament when it was the Opposition? If it
does not, why has the Government changed
its mind? What reasons have become apparent to the Government that have changed
its thinking on this matter and made it
decide that it will not extend the benefits of
the Bill as it was proposing when it was in
opposition?
The Deputy Premier, when introducing
the Bill in December last year, made some
reference to the history of the Motor Accidents Act. Honourable members would be
aware that the Act was brought in in the
early years of the Hamer Administration
and it accompanied similar legislation
dealing with motor car traders and benefits
to the community payable through the
Crimes Compensation Tribunal. That was a
time when the community was calling for
increased assistance from the Government
in various fields and the then Liberal
Government, under the administration of
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Sir Rupert Hamer, provided these much
welcomed benefits. As the Deputy Premier
pointed out, many thousands of Victorians
have benefited to the extent of many millions of dollars in the intervening years. The
Deputy Premier said that nearly $250 million has been paid to more than 320 000
Victorians since the introduction of the
Motor Accidents Act. The Opposition
believes the benefits of the Act, wherever
possible, should be expanded and will certainly support any expansion of such benefits as proposed by the Government through
the Bill. However, the Opposition would
like to know whether the Government
intends to live up to its previous call for
expansion of benefits, which it made when
in opposition.
Under the proposed legislation it is likely
that some anomalies will be created. For
instance, if a Victorian registered motor
vehicle, being driven in, say, Sydney by a
Victorian resident and contaIning New
South Wales passengers were involved in an
accident, the benefits under the Act would
be payable to all occupants of the vehicle.
However, if a Victorian registered motor
vehicle, occupied by its Victorian owner
and other Victorian residents and being
driven in Sydney by a resident of that State,
who could be a relative of the Victorian
passengers, were involved in an accident,
none of the benefits would be payable to the
occupants of that vehicle, despite the fact
that the passengers were Victorians. That is
in contrast to the previous instance I have
given, in which the occupants would be
eligible for benefits, even though all of them
other than the driver may have been residents of New South Wales. That is an
anomaly to which the Government will
have to give attention. Under the legislation
dealing with compulso~ third-party motor
vehicle insurance in thIS country, all Victorian residents injured in motor vehicle
accidents interstate are eligible for benefits,
yet, under the proposed expansion of benefits through this measure, not all Victorians
will be eligible.
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The honourable member for Benambra
has asked me particularly to express to the
House his support for the expansion of the
benefits under the Motor Accidents Act and
has also asked me to bring to the attention of'
the House an anomaly that has surfaced in
connection with the income tax payable on
benefits paid by the Motor Accidents
Board. When it calculates the benefits payable to applicants under the legislation, the
board calculates them on the normal, after
tax income that was being received by the
applicants. Unfortunately the Federal taxation department does not accept this
arrangement and believes these benefits to
recipients are to be subjected to income tax.
This matter was brought to the attention of
the honourable member for Benambra by a
firm of accountants in the electorate that he
represents- Worsley Roberts and Blackand on behalf of the Opposition I ask the
Government to consider this matter so that
some arrangement can be reached with the
Federal Government so that assistance to
recipients under the Motor Accidents Act is
not subject to Federal income tax.

The Opposition supports extension of the
benefits under the Motor Accidents Act. It
supports the making of the benefits retrospective to 15 December and it asks the
Treasurer when speaking to this Bill today
to advise the House on the several questions
that I have raised and, in particular: Which
Minister accepts responsibility for the introduction of this Bill into the House; will the
Treasurer confirm that the Government is
to make the extended benefits under the Bill
retrospective to 15 December 1982; will the
Government extend the benefits of the Bill
to cover all Victorians injured in motor
vehicle accidents anywhere in Australia
and, if not, why has the Government
changed its thinking on this matter since it
was in opposition; and, finally, why does the
Government in two instances in its secondreading speech claim that there will be
general extension of the benefits under the
Motor Accidents Act to all Victorians
injured in motor accidents anywhere when
such an extension of benefits was not proAs was pointed out to the Government by vided for in the Bill introduced on 15
the Opposition in December last year, after December?
consideration of the Bill the Opposition
Mr McGRATH (Lowan)-The providecided it would support retrospectivity. I
understand the Government intends to sions of this Bill have been sought by the
move an appropriate amendment, which National Party for some considerable time.
will be supported by the Opposition.
One has only to refer back through the pages
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of Hansard to see the number of times that
questions have been asked of Ministers of
the previous Government or the number of
times this matter has been raised during the
debate on the motion for the adjournment
of the sitting.
Many members of the National Party
service electorates which border South Australian or New South Wales borders. For
that reason the proposal before the House
certainly receives the approval of the
National Party. The honourable member
for Caulfield made some interesting comments one of which related to retrospectivity, an aspect of the Bill that is supported by the National Party.
I shall quote from a press release issued
on 23 December by the Minister of Labour
and Industry. Once again the matter arises
of which Minister is actually handling the
Bill-the Minister of Transport, the Treasurer, the Minister of Labour and Industry
or another Minister. The Treasurer interjects and says that this is a labour and
industry Bill introduced into the Lower
House. From time to time, all members of
Parliament are guilty of issuing press
releases simply for political point scoring,
and that is a pity. The press release of 23
December 1982 issued by the then Minister
of Labour and Industry is such as example.
It states:
Until now Victorian drivers and passengers have
been covered by the no-fault insurance only when
travelling within Victoria.
Legislation to extend the coverage interstate was
introduced to State Parliament last week but will not be
passed before the Autumn session.
Mr Landeryou said: "We want to make sure that this
interstate coverage is available to Victorians over the
busiest holiday period of the year for family travel by
car" .
Mr Landeryou said discussions had been held with
the Opposition in an attempt to speed the Bill through
Parliament last week so that the extended benefits
would be available before Christmas.
"The Government made it quite clear to the Opposition that it would be happy to consider any minor
amendments. Unfortunately we did not get co-operation and I must say I was surprised at this shortsighted, obstructive attitude," Mr Landeryou said.

The Government would have received total
agreement from both the National Party
and the Liberal Party for retrospective provisions to be included in the Bill. Press
releases issued for political point scoring do
not give any credit to either Ministers or
members of Parliament. The Minister
stated also in the press release that:
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... National Party members in particular had in the
past pressed the old Government to make the change
because of the difficulties faced by people living along
the Murray and other border areas.

About eighteen months ago, a case was
brought to my attention of two Victorians
who were travelling in a Victorian-registered car and who were involved in an accident at Apsley, which is in Victoria near the
South Australian border. The driver was
killed; the passenger survived and was taken
by ambulance across the border to Naracoorte to hospital. Because the accident victim was taken across the border, he was not
covered by insurance for hospital charges
and, therefore, his family had to pay them.
This is an anomaly in the legislation which I
hope will not now occur.
I am not sure whether it is spelled out in
the proposed measure that those persons
involved in an accident who are taken
across the State border for hospitalization
will be properly covered by insurance and I
ask the Treasurer to answer that question.
In the case to which I referred, the injured
person was taken across the South Australian border to Naracoorte but accidents
may occur elsewhere in the State, at Albury
or some other place, where similar circumstances will prevail. Previously, those accident victims were not covered by legislation. I know that the proposed legislation, if
it does what it states in the second-reading
speech, will cover persons who are injured
when travelling interstate and are involved
in accidents. In the second-reading speech,
the Minister of Education referred to statistics of benefits paid to accident victims. The
speech is recorded in Hansard of 15 December 1982 at page 2888 and states:
Since the scheme commenced in 1974, more than
320000 applications for assistance have been received
by the Motor Accidents Board and benefits in the
vlcinity of $250 million have been paid.

The scheme actually commenced in 1974
and, since then, more than $25 million a
year has been paid to accident victims.
While I appreciate the expenses accident
victims incur through injury, at times, when
one sees enormous amounts of money being
paid to accident victims, one must question
the legal system and some of the amounts
that are awarded to accident victims. Perhaps the system is going overboard with
some ofthese payments to accident victims.
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The payments are resulting in steep
increases in third-party insurance payments. I should like to give the Motor
Accidents Board a pat on the back for the rehabilitation of some of the motor accident
victims. In Horsham, which is in the electorate I represent, a pilot scheme ofrehabilitation of two motor accident victims is taking place. The two people involved are paraplegics. The Motor Accidents Board has set
them up in flats with nursing assistance. The
payments for the assistance and the establishment of the flats has been made available through the Motor Accidents Board,
which is administering the pilot scheme to
determine how it works in the rehabilitation
of these two young people, who were
victims of road accidents.
The scheme is worth while and I hope the
results will show that that type of scheme
should be pursued. The National Party supports the measure. It amends the Motor
Accidents Act, and gives the right to people
who incur injuries from road accidents to
receive benefits from the Motor Accidents
Board and under the third-party insurance
schemes to which they contribute.
Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-I have listened
intently to the remarks of honourable members, particularly to the negative remarks of
the honourable member for Caulfield, who
seemed to be more intent on criticizing than
praising the Government for introducing
such progressive legislation. However, I
have come to expect that sort of reaction
from the honourable member for Caulfield
who overlooks the fact that he slept in the
Government benches when the Liberal
Government was in office and failed to do
anything about this issue.
The Government is willing to make all
the provisions retrospective to 15 December 1982. That is in keeping with the comments made by the Minister of Labour and
Industry and me about this issue. We
wanted to ensure that the Victorian motorist travelling interstate was subject to extra
protection, which was not built into the originallegislation that was introduced by the
Liberal Government.
The Government considers this to be an
important piece of social legislation. The
concept for which the Government has
opted is based on Victorian-registered cars.
The honourable member for Caul field
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raised the issue of persons travelling in cars
that are registered outside this State and
whether the Government would consider
extending the benefits to that group. It is a
matter I will take up with the Minister of
Labour and Industry to determine what the
legal complications would be. When the
issue was first taken up with the departmental officials and representatives of the
Motor Accidents Board, there was some
resistance to changing the scheme along the
lines suggested by the Labor Government.
At that stage it was indicated that the difficulties could be ironed out, and they have
been ironed out. With respect to the point
made by both the honourable member for
Lowan and the honourable member for
Caulfield, the benefits will be extended to
motorists travelling in Victorian-registered
vehicles when the driver is not a Victorian
resident. That extends the benefits along the
lines suggested. The change is welcomed
and in keeping with the Government's
attempts to broaden protection for motorists.
The question of paying income tax on
benefits received from the Motor Accidents
Board has been a perennial problem and
one that also confronted the former Government. The Government would prefer
those benefits not to be subject to income
tax, but the Federal Government and the
Australian Taxation Office have so far
taken the view that those benefits are
income for all intents and purposes and are
therefore subject to income tax.
The honourable member for Lowan
made a further point in respect of Victorian
motorists who are injured in Victoria and
treated in hospitals in other States. I understood that that problem had already been
overcome by administrative action taken by
the Motor Accidents Board, and that view is
reinforced by the interjection by the honourable member for Balwyn. However, in
case there is some element of doubt, I will
raise the matter with the Minister of Labour
and Industry. Coverage for those persons is
in keeping with the Government's concept
of protection for Victorian motorists who
are injured in motor vehicles that are registered in Victoria.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was read a second time, and
ordered to be committed.
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The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Kirkwood) announced the presentation of a message from His Excellency the Governor
recommending that a further appropriation
be made from the Consolidated Fund for
the purposes of the Motor Accidents
(Amendment) Bill.
The House went into Committee for the
consideration of this Bill.
Clause 1 (Short title)
Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-I move:
Clause I, line 10, after "shall" insert "be deemed to
have".
Ciause I, lines 10 and 11, omit "the day on which it
received the Royal Assent" and insert "15 December
1982".

The latter amendment reflects the Government's intention to make the benefits
retrospective so that the Bill will operate as
from 15 December 1982. When the matter
was initially debated by the House, th.e
Opposition indicated at that stage that It
would grant the Bill a speedy passage, and
the assumption was that the Bill would be
passed at that time. The Government is
keen to ensure that all Victorian motorists
receive the benefits of the Bill in respect of
accidents that occurred during the holiday
period, which is the time when Victorians
are most likely to travel interstate. Consequently the amendment is introduced to
ensure that the benefits of the Bill will operate as from 15 December 1982.
Mr TANNER (Caulfield)-The Opposition is pleased to support the amendments
moved by the Government. It is fortunate
that in December the Opposition asked the
Government to defer the Bill for further
consideration. If this had not been done, the
Bill would not have been valid. As the Treasurer pointed out, the Opposition gave the
undertaking that it would support the proposal that the expanded benefits of the Bill
be retrospective to 15 December.
The amendments were agreed to, and the
clause, as amended, was adopted.
Clause 2 (Amendment of No. 8249,
s.13 (2»
Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)- I move:
Clause 2, page 2, lines 8 to 11, omit"(i) the driver of the motor car when the accident
occurred was resident in Victoria; and
(ii)".
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The amendment removes the current
requirement providing for extended benefits conferred by the Bill to apply to cars
registered in Victoria involved in an accident and which must have been driven by
Victorian residents at the time of the accident.
The amendment will extend the benefits
to another group that could be involved in a
motor vehicle accident interstate. Under
normal circumstances a Victorian registered vehicle would be driven by a Victorian
resident, but the Bill ensures that under circumstances when a vehicle registered in
Victoria is driven by a person who is not a
resident of Victoria, the benefits are
extended to those involved in the accident.
The amendment is a step forward in providing greater protection to Victorians. I ask
the Committee to note that the Opposition
raised a query relating to this requirement,
and the Government has since given the
matter its further consideration. The
requirement was imposed with a view to
ensuring that Victorian public money was
spent on determining incidenges tha.t hac! a
particularly close nexus wIth VIctona.
Advice has been received from the Motor
Accidents Board about compulsory thirdparty insurance p~licies, and it notes th'~.t
the premiums whIch fund the motor aCCIdent scheme fund Victorian motorists interstate irrespective of the domicile of the
driver. The Government has now agreed
that the requirement should not be
imposed.
Under those circumstances the Government is satisfied with the concept of motor
vehicle registrations covering Victorian cars
whether or not they are driven by interstate
drivers. It is reasonable to extend the benefits to vehicles registered in Victoria on
occasions when they are driven by persons
who are not residents of Victoria.

Mr TANNER (Caulfield)-The Opposition supports the amendment moved by the
Government because if it had not been
incorporated into the original legislation, it
would have led to the anomalies to which I
referred during the second-reading debate.
It would appear to be wrong that Victorians
should be eligible for benefits under the
compulsory third-party insurance scheme
and yet not be eligible for the statutory
benefits under the Motor Accidents Act.
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If the amendment suggested by the
Government to the amending Bill had not
been introduced, it would be feasible to
assume that certain Victorians would not
have been eligible for similar benefits, and
yet residents in other States involved in
similar circumstances would have been eligible for those benefits.
Mr McGRATH (Lowan)-Would the
Treasurer clarify a matter he raised during
the second-reading debate, when he referred
to the fact that departmental officers were
examining whether cars registered in other
States involved in accidents driven by Victorians would also be included?
. I am seeking clarification from the Treasurer. Many hire cars or "rent-a-cars" currently being driven by Victorians are registered in other States. If those cars are
involved in an accident in Victoria, will
their drivers be eligible for benefits under
the provisions of the Bill?
Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)- I indicated that
I would discuss this matter with the Minister of Labour and Industry, but I stress
that the concept the Government has
adopted relates to vehicles registered in Victoria to maintain the link with third-party
insurance coverage and benefits from the
Motor Accidents Board. It is a matter that
will have to be closely examined. The legal
ramifications will need to be considered by
the Government before any move is made
in this direction. It is not the purpose of the
Bill to extend the benefit to Victorians who
are driving vehicles that are not registered in
Victoria.
The amendment was agreed to, as was a
verbal amendment, and the clause, as
amended, was adopted.
Clause 3 was verbally amended, and, as
amended, was adopted, as were the remaining clauses.
New clause AA
Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-I move:
Insert the following new clause to follow clause 5:
.. AA. The Principal Act as amended by this Act does
not apply in relation to an injury or death caused by or
arising out of the use of a motor car before the date of
commencement of this Act."

The new clause will ensure that the benefits
of the Bill will operate from 15 December
1982 and will not apply to injuries or deaths
resulting from accidents that occurred
before that date.

The new clause was agreed to.
The Bill was reported to the House with
amendments, including an amended title,
and passed through its remaining stages.
WATER AND SEWERAGE
AUTHORITIES (RESTRUCTURING)
BILL
The debate (adjourned from December
14, 1982) on the motion of Mr Simpson
(Minister of Public Works) for the second
reading of this Bill was resumed.
Mr BROWN (Westernport)-The Bill is
of major importance to the water and sewerage industries throughout Victoria. I first
refer to the Parliamentary Committees
(Joint Investigatory Committees) Act 1982
and what one could deem to be the terms of
reference for the Public Bodies Review
Committee. Section 4M (9) provides:
When reviewing the activities of a public body the
Committee shall inquire into any matter which it considers relevant to the question whether or not the body
should cease to exist and, without limiting the generality of the foregoing, it shall inquire into the following
matters in particular:
(a) Whether or not the objects of the body are worth
pursuing in contemporary society;
(b) Whether or not the body pursues its objects efficiently, effectively and economically;
(c) Whether or not the structure of the body is suited
to the activities it performs;
(d) Whether or not the body duplicates the work of
another person or body;
(e) The financial and other liabilities and obligations
of the body;
(f) The extent to which the body seeks information
as to the effect of its activities and acts on the information it receives;
(g) The extent to which the body considers the public
interest when performing its activities;
(h) The extent to which the body encourages public
participation in its activities;
(I) The manner in which the body handles complaints about its activities; and
(j) The extent to which the body is prepared to
improve its structure, composition or procedures.

Those terms of reference are very specific
and nowhere within them does it set out that
bodies throughout Victoria, be they water or
sewerage entities, should be amalgamated
solely for the purpose of amalgamation. In
other words, there is no su~estion that the
375 bodies that were examIned by the Public Bodies Review Committee should be
amalgamated simply for the sake of reducing that number.
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It is fair to state that a great deal of
research has been carried out in relation to
the Bill now being debated. Members of the
all-party committee that was established
travelled the length and breadth of Victoria
and spoke to the entities affected by the Bill.
Indeed, it is also fair to state that in the main
the public bodies under consideration are
prepared to amalgamate as a result of this
measure being passed. When I say "in the
main" I understand that approximately 75
per cent are in favour of amalgamation. The
Minister of Public Works indicates by interjection that the percentage is larger. That is
pleasing because consensus in relation to
such a matter as this is the best possible
arrangement. We in opposition and no
doubt in government, would have hoped
and been delighted if the bodies being considered for amalgamation could agree
among themselves.

The Opposition is concerned about the
bodies that do not agree with amalgamation; many disa$fee vehemently. I will
cover this matter In my remarks.
Mr Warren Wealands from the Water
Structures Task Force was made available
to brief members of the Opposition and the
National Party. Mr Wealands was prepared
to answer any questions and I found his
assistance invaluable in bringing me up to
date with what I thought was the situation.
Mr Wealands originally contacted the
Opposition by letter and stated in part:
The principal purpose of this Bill is to allow a start to
be made on restructuring the non-metropolitan urban
water industry in this State. It provides for existing
water and sewerage authorities to apply to be abolished
and be replaced by a Water Board or a municipal council. The successor bodies will take over all assets, liabilities, powers, duties and responsibilities of the previous
bodies, and will be empowered to carry out both water
and sewerage functions under the existmg provisions of
the Water Act and the Sewerage Districts Act.

An area of concern to the Opposition is that
to date, the only inquiry into the water and
sewerage industry in Victoria has dealt with
the non-metropolitan urban water industry.
All honourable members will recall how in
opposition, the Labor Party advertised on
television illustrating the money allowed to
flow down the drain as a result of the activities of the Melbourne and Metropolitan
Board of Works. I was quite impressed with
the quality of the advertisements.
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Unquestionably, one of the reasons why
the Labor Party is in government today is
because it gave a strong undertaking that if it
assumed office the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works would be one of the
first organizations to be examined by Parliament. Victoria has a new Opposition
inasmuch as it has a new Liberal Party in
this State and, since I am a front-bench
member of the Opposition, I have some say
in the policies formulated. The Opposition
is concerned that no investigation of the
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works has been forthcomin$. I hope the
Government will indicate dunng the debate
that the Melbourne and Metropolitan
Board of Works will be the next authority to
be examined by the Public Bodies Review
Committee.
It is fair to say that, if an investigation of
an authority is to be comprehensive, one
does not simply investigate one sector of
that authority. The letter from Mr Wealands continues:
Clause 9 (5) provides that the Minister may' make a
recommendation to the Governor in CouncIl for the
abolition of an existing body even though no application has been submitted. This will allow the Government to act in cases where appropriate.

The Opposition is concerned that, although
a large majority of bodies are in agreement
with the proposed amalgamation or integration, a significant number of bodies are still
vehemently opposed to that proposal. If
clause 9 (5) remains, the Minister has the
right to say, "We have considered the input,
but, bad luck, the Government has decided
that the authority will be amalgamated". I
will refer later to the immense concern
expressed by Victorian country authorities.
It is also made clear that the Bill was prepared in consultation with the secretaries of
eight local authorities. Why were only eight
authorities involved in the preparation of
the Bill? I would have thought that a wider
cross-section of entities would have been
preferable, given the number of entities
involved in the Bill. The final paragraph of
Mr Wealands's letter states:
The Bill does not seek to introduce new initiatives.
The transition from one administrative arrangement to
another should therefore not be complicated by new
procedures and policies. That will come later when
there has been a comprehensive review of the existing
water legislation and the issues have been debated.
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This Bill relates to the amalgamations per se
and there is a great deal more to come so far
as the water and sewerage industries are
concerned. The Opposition has received
representations from many water and se'Yerage authorities throughout the S~ate In
relation to what they understand WIll be a
proposed rate ~f ~etuf!1 levy. ~here is no
question that thIS IS beIng examIned by the
Government. A rate of return levy simply
means that authorities will be required to
have a return, in percentage terms, on the
value of their assets.

the restructuring, our approach will not be rigidly
restricted to the solutions recommended by that committee, It is recognized by the Government tha! a c~re
ful process of adjustment mus~ take I?la\e, ta,kIng Into
account all relevant factors In achlevmg Improvement.

That is a clear statement that the Government had an open mind on the recommendations, and rightly so. There sho,:!ld be no
pre-empting of the recommendatIons that
were handed down and I am pleased to note
that the Minister virtually gave an undertaking that the recommendations and findings were a basic starting point and that the
Government
would be prepared to have an
Many organizations throughout Victoria,
particularly country Victoria, w.o,:!ld be open mind and be flexible as to the final
averse to this proposal. I ask the MInIster of outcome of the recommendations.
Public Works whether a proposed rate of
The Minister also said, in part:
return levy is being seriously considered by
Victoria's
non-metropolitan water industry, divided
the Government and how much investiga- and fragmented
geographically, as well as functionally
tory work has been undertaken to date. I am among some 375 separate public bod~es had develo~d
aware of one organization that has had a since the mid-nineteenth century Without ever being
couple of officers examining records dating subjected to comprehensive review: To a ~arg~ e~tent,
the original (1905) legislation relating to institutional
from early this century to ascertain what arrangements
for this sector of the industry grew out of
sort of money has been invested, and this is the failure oflocal water management.
obviously leading to a proposed rate of
I was absolutely staggered when I heard that
return levy.
statement made. I repeat the statement:
That would be horrific in the eyes of VicArran~ements for this sector of the industry grew out
torian water and sewerage authorities. To of the failure of local water management.
start striking rates, part of which is due to
the value of their assets, would be disas- I do not know whether or not it was a
trous. In the judgment of the Opposition, mistake to have included that comment, but
there should be no parallel in a situation the reality is that for decades the water
where an entity has been in existence for industry throughout Victoria ~as ~een well
decades, where the assets are owned and managed by voluntary organIzatIOns, and
where there are no liabilities outstanding. when I say "organizations", I mean the men
All the entity has to be faced ~ith is the and women who have given their time at no
running costs and any future maIntenance. cost to the community. Some of these men
There is no argument that those costs must and women have given 40 years of service as
be considered and covered annually. How- water commissioners in their local areas.
ever, why a rate should be struck in. conThe National Party supports the view
sideration of assets that have been paId for that these people have carried out their
years and years ago is a thesis that the tasks admirably and, in the small number of
Opposition does not accept. I forewarn the cases where there have been problems, they
Government that the industry at large will have always been overcome in the short
not accept it; members of the Opposition term with the assistance of the State Rivers
have been told they will not accept it. I and Water Supply Commission. The Govshould like the Minister to give an under- ernment can be justifiably proud of the
taking that there will be no announcement water and sewerage industries in Victoria.
forcing the rate to reflect a rate of return
In the opinion of the Government, the
levy.
world finishes at Dandenong and Geelong
In the second-reading speech, the Min- and it does not realize what occurs outside
ister said:
of those areas. However, land does lie
beyond Dandenong and Geelong. A1thoug~
I want to stress to the House that, although the GovVictoria is reasonably flat in some areas, It
ernment regards the fin~ings of, the P,:!blic ~odies
Review Committee as being a basIc starting pOint for does not cease to exist at Dandenong and
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Geelong. For a long time I have been trying
to encourage Ministers to undertake
exploratory tours around Victoria, where
they would be made most welcome. The
Minister of Public Works intends to visit
my electorate and the areas of San Remo
and Churchill Island. That type of visit
would give local members like myself, who
represent country electorates, the opportunity of showing Ministers various points
of interest and to allow them to meet with
people from the water and sewerage entities.
There can be no doubt that the knowledge of
the Minister will be significantly advanced
by his visit to my electorate. The Minister is
obviously conversant with the water and
sewerage industries because he is handling
the Bill. There can be no doubt that whatever questions honourable members of
either the Opposition or the National Party
throw up, the Minister will be able to answer
without reservation. I am glad to note that
the Minister has a pad in front of him
because the Opposition does require comments on the matters being raised.
Even during the second-reading speech,
the Minister of Public Works indicated that
the recommendations of the Public Bodies
Review Committee are not afail accompli.
Even the terms of reference for the committee did not indicate that it would merely
be a matter of amalgamating water and sewerage entities for the sake of amalgamation.
Obviously for amalgamations to occur, they
must have, as the sole benefit, the interests
of the community to the fore.
Mr B. J. Evans - The object should be
increased efficiency.
Mr BROWN - The increased efficiency
should be in the interests of the community.
One could issue a report containing several
headings under which there were tangible
reasons why the water and sewerage bodies
should be amalgamated. It would be arguable whether or not under twenty headings
of a report, fifteen of those headings would
contain reasons why, in the public interest,
water and sewerage bodies should be amalgamated. However, as previously stated,
one should not contemplate amalgamating
water and sewerage bodies simply for the
sake of amalgamation.
From the first day of its formation, the
Public Bodies Review Committee must
have accepted the challenge of justifying its
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final recommendations. Indeed, today the
House must decide on either accepting or
rejecting the recommendations either in
toto or in part.
The Opposition has no objectionbecause as the former Government we
established the committee-to the concept
of trying to reduce the plethora of public
entities in this State. If the recommendations of the committee are accepted without
change, the number of water and sewerage
entities in urban and metropolitan Victoria
will be reduced from 375 to 162. That is an
excellent idea. Approximately 93 of those
entities would be water boards and 69
would be managed by existing municipalities.
The Opposition does not argue against
the thrust of the recommendations because
the reduction I have mentioned would be a
good step in the right direction. The argument could be put of whether the decrease
to 162 is tangible and good, because some
authorities have put valid arguments to the
Opposition on whether the recommendations are in the public interest. I shall cover
that a little later, but they are saying that the
amalgamation of two or more entities will
cost more to administer, that they will not
deliver to the community as effectively, that
they will not be responsive and available,
and will be distanced from the source of
control that now exists. These are good
arguments that need clarification.
The Opposition supports the concept of
examining water and sewerage entities. The
Liberal Party, when in Government, set up
the machinery to enable that to come about,
but the Opposition does not agree that
amalgamation for the sake of amalgamation
makes sense. In answer to the interjection,
many authorities are not in agreement with
the statement outlined by the honourable
member for Prahran.
The Minister of Public Works in his
second-reading speech said:
The task force has already met with a number of
trusts and authorities in situations where all the local
bodies agree on a new structure which is different from
that recommended by the Public Bodies Review Committee or where the local bodies are in disagreement
with the recommendations and negotiation is needed.
Clearly these processes of negotiation will continue
during the implementation of reformed administrative
arrangements.
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This is the point I would like the Minister to
note. He said:
The Government will ensure that on-going arrangements, which it will establish in 1983, to oversee structural changes in the industry will allow for all necessary
consultation to continue.

The Minister indicates that that statement
still stands. The Opposition supports the
situation where there is no argument and
the bodies are in agreement, and I hope the
Minister can indicate how soon that will
take place. The Government has stated
clearly that ongoing arrangements will be
established in 1983 to allow for all necessary
consultation where the hiccough has
occurred; that is, where remaining entities
have disagreed-and many have disagreed
vehemently.
The Minister also stated in his secondreading speech:
Those authorities which have reached in-principle
agreement for restructuring have been requested to
write to the task force so that it may place that recommendation before the Minister of Water Supply. Any
detailed matters requiring further negotiation should
also be sent. It is the intention ofthe task force that the
first series of recommendations will be placed before
the Minister during December this year and the
balance before the end of March 1983.

The Minister made this second-reading
speech just before Christmas 1982. It means
that it IS the intention of the task force that
the recommendations will be placed before
the Minister, where there is agreement, by
March this year, and it is nearly the end of
March 1983 now.
There are some worrying aspects in the
Bill. Clause 5 (b) gives the Minister power to
direct that the members of any two or more
bodies responsible for the supply of water or
sewerage services meet to consider such
matters as the Minister may specify. Clause
5 (c) provides:
after consultation with the Minister administering the
Local Government Act 1958, direct that the councillors of any municipality or municipalities meet to consider such matters as the Minister may specify;

That spells out clearly that the Minister will
have the power to direct the councillors to
meet and consider any matters that he
wishes; whether it is the water board or the
local councillors carrying out the distribution of water and sewerage in an area. I
should like the Minister to tell us why he
would need such a provision in relation to
such a directive. The municipalities have

brought to the attention of the Opposition
their concern about why those provisions
are necessary.
The clause goes on to provide that the
Minister may:
(e) commission any person or persons to investigate
and report to him on any matter connected with the
urban water industry in Victoria:

The phrase "to commission any person"
covers a fairly wide area. I should like the
Minister to indicate to the Opposition
whether it is intended that he should be able
to commission any person or whether the
reference should be to any persons involved
in the administration of the Act or carrying
out the charter of the Act at the local level.
Clause 8 deals with the constitution and
jurisdiction of water boards. It provides, in
paragraph (b), that the Minister may:
transfer to the Water Board any land easements works
property powers rights liabilities and obligations of a
relevant authority and adjust the respective liabilities
of the bodies in such manner as he thinks fit in consequence of that transfer;

That is an enormous power that will be
vested in the Minister. I do not have to spell
out to the Minister that, as a consequence of
the Bill, where there are amalgamations and
a water board is formed or a local municipality becomes the entity responsible for the
reticulation of water and the provision of
sewerage, the Minister as he sees fit may
adjust the respective liabilities of the bodies.
Whether one has total confidence in the
Minister is irrelevant. That is a power that
worries me enormously in the hands of any
Minister-to be able to adjust the respective
liabilities as he thinks fit. The Opposition
does not plan to seek the negation of that
clause or even to amend it but I place the
Government on notice that members of the
Opposition have received representations
from organizations involved in these amalgamations and those organizations are
greatly concerned about the provisions. I
point out that we cannot really have objections until such time as the Minister decides
that such an action will take place and gives
a directive as he thinks fit, in which he will
either wipe out obligations or place obligations on the shoulders of bodies that are
not at present liable for repayments. I can
foreshadow that at that time the Opposition
will be vehement in standing up for the
people of the respective water boards and
municipalities.
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The clause goes on to provide that the
Minister may make such provision for or
with respect to the membership, including
interim membership, of the water board as
he thinks fit. Again, surely that is out of
order. Why is it that the Minister mal make
such provision for or with respect 0 membership of the water board as he thinks fit
when he is trying to tell the community that
the way in which this will operate is laid
down? There will be elections at which, in
the normal democratic process, people will
be able to stand for election and will be
judged on their competence or otherwise to
be commissioners of a water board or councillors of municipalities that will be handling the services. Despite that, this provision will give the Minister power to take
away any democratic action. My concern is
why, if the Bill lays down the criteria for the
composition of water boards and the councils providing the services, a provision like
that is needed. I do not know why the Minister should need the power to make such
provision for or with respect to the composition of the water board as he thinks fit.
The Bill will allow him to appoint three
people as the Government nominees and
the ~emainder are to be elected by the democratIc process. I cannot understand why
such a provision is necessary.
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democratically-elected organization for the
Minister to nominate the composition of
the proposed water boards. Another area of
concern is sub-clause (5), which states:
Nothing in this section shall be construed as preventing the making by the Governor in Council of any
Order under section 8 constituting a Water Board and
abolishing a relevant authority or transferring land
easements works property powers rights liabilities and
obligations from a relevant authority notwithstanding
that the relevant authority has not made an application
under this section for the making of such an Order.

In clear English, that means that where
bodies cannot reach agreement-and some
will never reach agreement because they are
so vehemently opposed to the recommendations of the Public Bodies Review Committee- the Minister can come in over their
heads and say: "Sorry, chaps, Doomsday
has arrived-my directive is that you will be
formed into the water board according to
that recommendation.» I shall refer later to
that clause. It worries the Opposition more
than any other clause of the Bill.

The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
Edmunds)-Order! I am allowing the
honourable member considerable liberty in
the way in which he is conducting the
debate. I wish him not to go through each
clause of the Bill in detail. He will have
In clause 9 (2) (g), a suggested number of the opportunity of doing so during the Commembers of the proposed water boards is mittee stage of the Bill.
envisaged and this is done on the basis of
Mr BROWN - I wish to refer to only one
what may be put before the Minister of
more
clause and I shall advise what has been
Water Supply when the new water boards
are established. In other words, if four put before the Opposition by authorities
entities are combined into one to become, State wide. I refer to clause 15 (2) which
for example, the Westernport Water Board, refers to where a water board administers
the members have to decide, from amongst two or more districts, whether waterworks
those who presently occupy positions from or sewerage, and is required by this Bill or
the four boards to be formed into one, the any other Act to establish and maintain
suggested number of members for the funds or accounts.
proposed new water board. I am worried
Local councils are particularly concerned
that it is a suggestion only and does not bind
the Minister. I would like a clear and that, as a consequence of the Bill, the ceiling
unequivocal statement from him so that that has been operating for borrowing
there is a clear understanding of what is pro- purposes will remain as at present. That
ceiling is $1· 5 million. If one has four or five
posed.
entities that are recommended for amalgaIt would worry me greatly if there were mation, between them they have a collecany suggestion that the clause enables a tive capacity at present to raise, if they are
Mit:li.ster of any fl;lture Government of any combined into one, four times $1· 5 million.
polItIcal compleXIty to start choosing local However, as a new single entity as it is
water boards and councils as the Minister proposed, it will be subject to the ceiling
thinks fit. That would be dictatorship at its of $1· 5 million maximum for its annual
worst. It would be going over the head of a borrowings.
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Patently, that is not good enough, particularly in developing areas. No doubt the lead
speaker for the National Party will highlight
some issues of concern closer to the area
where he is the local member of Parliament.
In the electorate that I represent, on the
Mornington Peninsula existing water trusts
and sewerage authorities at present have
undertakings for major works programmes
for which over the next several years that
ceiling will be borrowed each year in succession by those collective groups. On the other
side of the bay, for example, the Westernport Waterworks Trust, mainly in the
supply of water to Phillip Island, is going to
the maximum allowed annually at present,
$1· 5 million. This is a point on which the
Minister of Water Supply must give a categoric undertaking. There is no hope of
amalgamating some of these entities and
reducing their finances by four or five times.
Surely even the Government has the
capacity to understand that, if four entities
with a borrowing capacity of several million
dollars are amal$amated into one with a
borrowin~ capacIty of $1· 5 million, that
single entIty cannot continue the works programme that was proposed.
I turn now to representations the Opposition has received on two specific items of
concern to some water entities throughout
the State. A group of organizations on the
Mornington Peninsula has named itself the
Mornington Peninsula-Pakenham Sewerage Authorities Group. That group represents the Cranbourne, Lang Lang,
Dromana, Frankston, Hastings, Mornington, Mount Eliza and Pakenham sewerage
authorities, and has expressed vehement
opposition to the proposal that those authorities should form one body. The recommendation is basically that there be one
entity formed where those authorities at
present have responsibility for the reticulation of sewerage, and the group says that it is
not possible for one entity to cover the
whole Mornington Peninsula and to match
the service now provided. Further-and
this is more important than any other single
point-it will cost more. There can be no
justification for amalgamating water and
sewerage authorities when to do so will
result in higher costs.
Mr B. J. Evans- They will all cost more
to run.

Mr BROWN - I cannot say that with
certainty because I have not spoken in depth
with every entity proposed for amalgamation, but I am prepared to speak today in
relation to several with which I have spoken
and from which I have received representations and where I am certain that the costs
of an amalgamated body will be higher. If
the National Party can broaden the thrust of
what the Opposition says and prove to the
Government that, in the areas it represents-as I can with respect to the representations that I have received-that it will cost
more to provide service to residents, the
Government will have no choice but to
abandon the amalgamation of those authorities that are opposed to the amalgamation. Obviously, if the service is to cost
more and will offer no tangible benefit to the
residents of the area, it defies logic to proceed with amalgamation.
The Mornington Peninsula-Pakenham
Sewerage Group states:
The Sixth Report to the Victorian Parliament of the
Public Bodies Review Committee included recommendations to the effect that a new Regional Water
Board should be created to be responsible for the management of the water supply system which is currently
part of the Mornington Peninsula Waterworks District
of the State Rivers and Water Supply Commission and
the wastewater systems managed by the Cranbourne,
Lang Lang, Dromana-Rosebud, Frankston, Hastings,
Mornington, Mount Eliza and Pakenham Sewerage
Authorities.

The Minister has received this submission,
as did the task force. It is beyond challenge,
on the material set out by the group, that the
amalgamated body will be more costly and
that the service to the community will be
reduced.
Nobody in his right mind-and I give
Government supporters credit in that
regard-would go ahead with the amalgamation when it can be proven beyond doubt
that to do so would not be in the interests of
the residents of the community concerned-in this case, the residents of the
Mornington Peninsula.
I refer to representations the Opposition
has received from the Korumburra Waterworks Trust and the Korumburra Sewerage
Authority. They state:
As advised on previous occasions the Korumburra
Waterworks Trust and Sewerage Authority are in basic
agreement with the recommendations of the Public
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Bodies Review Committee and would like to see the
formation of the Korumburra Water Board as soon as
possible.

There is basic agreement in that area. As has
been indicated, it is desirous to move as
soon as possible in areas where there is basic
agreement. It continues:
However, recent discussions with the Poowongl
Loch/Nyora Waterworks Trust and with the Water
Structures Task Force indicate that this small Trust has
considerable liabilities.

The Minister of Public Works has corrected
my pronunciation of the water works trust
by way of interjection. Knowing that he
holidays in the best part of the State, he
should be able to pronounce the place where
he stays. The letter continues:
Without the continued support of the State Government the Trust could not meet its liabilities and it is
therefore our concern that with the amalgamation with
the Korumburra Authorities that this support should
continue. A written assurance from the Treasury would
assist us greatly in negotiations for the implementation
of the restructure.

What it is simply stating is that the
Korumburra area has an efficient and wellmanaged waterworks trust with a low rate.
The trust is expected to amalgamate and is
prepared to go as far as possible to accommodate the suggestion that it amalgamate
with the Poowong, Loch and Nyora Waterworks Trust. The trust points out that there
are liabilities there that exceed by far the
liabilities that their own ratepayers have per
tenement.
The trust is stating that if it is to be amalgamated it wants an undertaking that the
present assistance given by the State Government will be continued. That is fair and
reasonable. If one is told to amalgamate or
integrate with another entity that is further
behind the eight ball financially, one has not
only to pick up the other entity's liability,
but one must also make up the loss in forms
of assistance presently accruing. I would like
the Minister to give an undertaking on the
matter. The Shire of Korumburra, which is
a separate entity, has also contacted the
Opposition and said:
I have been asked by Council to request that you
endeavour to impress upon the Minister of Water
Supply that the recommendation of the Task Force is
ill-conceived and does not reflect desires of the
relevant local Authorities, and would serve to inhibit
proper co-ordinated development throughout this
municipal district.
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Obviously, there is a conflict between the
recommendations of the Public Bodies
Review Committee and the Shire of
Korumburra. Similar representations have
been received from the Poowong, Loch and
Nyora Waterworks Trust which has indicated its concern at several aspects of the
proposed legislation. However, it has stated
that before any decision is reached generally
the community must be protected in the
interests of those administrators who are
not connected with local government
administration. The trust does not consider
that municipalities are the best entities to
manage water and sewerage reticulation. Its
officer argues that where existing expertise
is known and proven they should be able to
manage their own affairs. I shall quote, in
part, what the trust has written:
In a letter dated 21st January, 1983 the Water Structure Task Force admits that a Korumburra Water
Board administering both the Korumburra Water
Trust and Sewerage Authority and the Poowong, Loch
and Nyora Waterworks Trust could not administer the
Poowong, Loch and Nyora Water Trust as efficiently or
as economically as it is presently administered. The
Task Force goes on to say that "other factors" outweigh
the efficiencies and economics of the existing structure.
This being the case, the Ratepayers of the Poowong,
Loch and Nyora Urban Water Districts will therefore
be required to pay more rates for a less efficient service
if the amalgamatIon is to proceed.
With the above comments borne in mind, my Trust
has resolved that it will continue to oppose any Water
Structure Task Force recommendation regarding
amalgamation which is to the detriment of the Ratepayers of the Poowong, Loch and Nyora Urban Water
Districts.

I know the Minister of Public Works, who is
at the table, has a close allegiance with the
area. I hope he will be the first to agree, at
Government level, that if opposition to
amalgamation exists and evidence illustrates that this amalgamation will not be in
the best interests of the community, the
authorities will not be forced to amalgamate.
I have received representations from
councils, sewerage authorities and existing
water trusts which are expected to take over
the assets currently owned and managed
by the State Rivers and Water Supply
Commission. These authorities do not disagree with amalgamation, but vehemently
disagree with taking over the assets of the
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission
when those assets require major expenditure in the foreseeable future. I instance the
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township of Wonthaggi where $8 million is
to be expended in the next few years. That
burden should remain with the State and the
township of Wonthaggi should not be
expected to take over the assets of the Water
Commission. That principle should operate
throughout Victoria where amalgamations
take place involving run-down authorities
because demands for assistance will be
forthcoming after the formation of the new
water boards when the councils assume
responsi bili ty.
The Dandenong Sewera~e Authority contacted the Opposition, indIcating that it was
opposed to the recommendations in toto for
the authority. The secretary-manager of the
authority stated:
The recommendation in that report, as it affects this
authority, does not alter from that in the previous Sixth
Report In which it is stated, "that the Dandenong
Sewerage Authority cease to exist, and that the successor body for the time being be the DandenonglSpringvale Water Board".

Although the authority is not within the
electorate I represent, I sympathize with the
issue. The letter continues:
The Chairman, Mr R. H. Miller, M.L.A., in his introduction to the Seventh Report states, in part, "it is now
for the Parliament to decide if any of the committee's
recommendations should not proceed".

The chairman who made that comment is
the honourable member for Prahran and
that represents a summation of what I am
about to say, particularly in the areas where
the amalgamation should not proceed. I am
pleased to acknowledge that we will have
the support of the honourable member for
Prahran because he has stated that there are
areas where Parliament will decide whether
the recommendation should not proceed.
We value his assistance. The letter further
states:
In view of this comment I have been directed to
again inform you that, as this authority can see no
benefits in either cost efficiency, staffing levels, rating
structure, or advantages to ratepayers fur either the
Dandenong or Springvale and Noble Park Sewerage
Authorities from the formation of the DandenonglSpringvale Water Board, the Authority still
considers that there is no logical need to change the
structure of either body and we again seek your support, through the Parliament, to maintain our autonomy.

The authority is certainly not saying that it
agrees. I have also received representations
from the Donald Waterworks Trust, which
is vehemently opposed to the proposal. The
letter from the trust states:

It now appears, however, in the 7th Report of the
Public Bodies Review Committee. the Shire of Don aid
is still the successor authority for the Donald Waterworks Trust and Donald Sewerage Authority. This
recommendation is contrary to what the trust has been
led to believe by the Water Structures Task Force
and/or the State Rivers and Water Supply Commission. I would be pleased if you could indicate to the
trust the exact position of this legislation at the
moment. The trust would naturally wish that you
oppose a provision that this be transferred to the
council for the reasons stated previously.

The Donald Waterworks Trust indicated at
some length to the Minister the reasons why
it was so strongly opposed to amalgamation.
Likewise, the Healesville Waterworks Trust
has contacted the Minister and, in its correspondence, it states:
The Trust has argued that the amalgamation question arose out of a set of circumstances entirely unrelated to recommendations from the Public Bodies
Review Committee. The Trust maintains that this
situation continues and therefore the investigations of
the Water Structures Task Force should exclude the
operations of this Trust. It only now awaits the Minister's formal decision for the amalgamations to proceed as originally proposed.

The trust indicated at some length to the
Minister its areas of concern and objections
to the proposal as it affects the trust.

Mr Pope- What date was that?
Mr BROWN - That correspondence is
dated 10 December 1982. The Bungaree and
Wallace Waterworks Trust is most unhappy
about the recommendations. The trust
wrote to the Opposition in this manner:
I write to advise that local water authorities will meet
to discuss the recent meeting debacle and absurd
pretence held in Ballarat between the local water authorities and Kevin Foley's Structures Task Force.
No Water Trust representative emerged from the
meeting with any feeling of satisfaction whatsoever;
indeed complete frustration and anger was felt by Trust
representatives as past arguments of the Trusts weren't
acceptable to Foley and we were not allowed to discuss
the findings and recommendations of the Public
Bodies Review Committee. As Foley was only interested in new material his task force must surely be
construed as another inquiry although complete prejudgment for our future seems assured.

Although it is well outside the area I represent, the Linton Waterworks Trust has conveyed its opposition to the recommendations. It is fairly evident that, although there
may be 75 waterworks trusts in agreement
with the proposals, it is now starting to
emerge that there is some general disagreement amongst some organizations. The
Linton Waterworks Trust has informed the
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Opposition, the Minister and the Chairman
of the Water Structures Task Force in the
following terms:

clear- but I beg leave to doubt that any responsible
members of those various bodies would admit the
inadequacies implicit in that slur on their mental
capacity.

The meeting held at Ballarat on 18 January, 1983
between members of your working department and
Messrs Taylor, Kent, Old ham and Dean of the Linton,
Smythesdale and Scarsd<ge trusts was, in my opinion
an absolute travesty of any allegedly consultative process. He goes on to state inter alia:

Certainly, if that statement was made I
would have to count myself as one who
would be more than aghast. I take great
offence at that statement, if it was made. I
shall be pleased to hear the Minister's
response because the accusation that has
been made is very serious. The correspondence also states:

You were not prepared to accept that ratepayers of
the Shire of Ripon would be totally disenfranchised by
the proposals under consideration and stated that-

And, Mr Speaker, I ask the House to note
this.
"people can get along quite well without representation".

What a great statement-"people can get
along quite well without representation". I
was aghast when I received this correspondence to discover that anybody representing
the Government at any level could make a
statement that "one can get along without
representation".
I take it at face value, that this is an
accurate report in toto of the meeting. If it is
not an accurate report, the Minister will be
in a position to respond. The correspondence continues:
So much for democracy and its basic tenet of "no
taxation without representation".
The sole justification which you offered for the destruction of these Trusts was "that the water industry
had to be simplified so that it could be understood by
government".

What a brilliant statement "the water
industry had to be simplified so that it could
be understood by government"! Couple that
with the second-reading speech, in which
the Minister indicated that in times gone by
the water industry has not been well managed in Victoria. The present Government
might need the industry to be simplified so
that it can understand it, but no former
Government in the history of this State has
had trouble in understanding the water
industry. It has always been well and sensibly managed. Again I quote from the correspondence:
The sole justification which you offered for the destruction of these Trusts was "that the water industry
had to be simplified so that it could be understood by
government".

The letter continues, in part:
Whether this statement applied to the State Rivers,
to the Government of which you were previously a
member or to the present Government was not made

Thus having deprived the Trust of any arguments
ba.sed on(a) demonstrable unfairness
(b) economic efficiency
(c) voter representation

(cl) public accountability
(e) effect on other organizations

(f) adequacy of existing administration
we were left in the situation of having no defence
against the guilty verdict offered against us in effective
absentia.
The Trusts are also concerned by the indecent haste
in which adoption of your decisions is being sought and
has cause to wonder at the reasons for this haste.

For a trust to respond to the Government,
to the chairman of the task force, to the
Opposition and to the National Party in this
way shows very serious concern and Parliament must be seriously concerned to ensure
that these matters are canvassed. It is not
with pleasure that I read the contents of
such correspondence to the House, but
these allegations have been made and they
were made at a meeting that was open to
many people and was well attended. I have
no doubt that other honourable members
will be speaking in the debate and I hope, for
once, the debate will not be one sided as
most debates in this House are when backbench members of the Government party
follow the directive not to participate. I
hope they have not been silenced this time,
and that they stand up for their electors.
Of course, the problem is that nearly all of
them represent areas for which the
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
works is responsible, not the areas canvassed by the Bill, but there are a couple of
members of the Government party who
represent country areas and I have no doubt
they will be crossing the floor if the Government decides to press for amalgamation of
all the bodies. I hope the Government will
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not press on with that absurd dictate of
lunacy, but will back off in relation to the
trusts that have made such strong representations about the recommendations.
I have not covered all of them and I do
not believe I should go on to do so.
Members of the National Party will also be
speaking in the debate and, like members of
the Opposition, they represent many water
authorities and sewerage trusts around the
State. I shall allow them to bring to the
attention of the House some of the concerns
that have been expressed to them.
There are a fairly large number of water
trusts, sewerage authorities and municipalities in Victoria that are saying in clear
and unequivocal terms that they do not
want a bar of the amalgamations the
Government is trying to shove down their
throats. Members of the Opposition have
carefully gone through the matters of concern that have been brought to their attention. I have certainly not mentioned all of
them to the House today, because the
Opposition does not agree with all of the
points that have been put before it. I have
highlighted only those areas of concern supported by the Opposition. There are many
other areas that I have not covered which
may be dealt with by members of the
National Party or, it is hoped, back-bench
members of the Government party.
When in government the Liberal Party
lever had the concept that the Public Bodies
Review Committee was established simply
to make recommendations on the basis of
amalgamation of bodies to form smaller
numbers without justification. There must
be justification for the actions of government and the actions of committees that
Governments establish. The recommendations of the committee cover 375 entities
throughout the State; 160 bodies have been
recommended for formation and of that, 93
would be water boards and 69 would be
authorities controlled by municipalities.
Members of the Opposition are fully aware,
the House is now fully aware and it will be
driven home by other speakers during this
debate that not all the bodies agree, and
many disagree vehemently with what is proposed. During the Committee stage the
Opposition will move amendments one of
which will ensure that the Minister must
justify the action and recommendations

that he will implement. In other words,
where there is disagreement, the Opposition
will want the Minister to table in both
Houses of Parliament the rationale behind
the recommendations and to justify the
actions where claims are made that they are
not in the public interest. Where there are
claims that the recommendations are not in
the public interest, the Minister must agree
to back off and not force the amalgamations, but if he wants to go ahead, he must
ensure that the House is made aware of how
they are in the public interest.
The purpose of the Bill is to reduce the
number of entities if it is in the public
interest. If it is not in the public interest,
there is no way that the Opposition will
agree to it or the National Party will agree to
it, and the Government should also not
agree to it. If there is no benefit to the community, there is no logic in amalgamating
the various trusts and entities. To do so does
not make sense, and any Government with
a brain in its collective head would not force
the amalgamations.
Mr HANN (Rodney)-Prior to the 1979
State election all three parties incorporated
provisions in their election policies for
sunset legislation. In early 1980 the Liberal
Party finally introduced a Bill along those
lines and the Public Bodies Review Committee was established. The Opposition
spokesman who has just resumed his seat
m ust therefore accept m uch of the responsibility for the Bill that is before the House
today and for the proposals that have been
put forward. The whole concept, the terms
of reference and the structure of the Public
Bodies Review Committee were the proposition of the former Liberal Government.
The concept was quite different from that
put forward by the National Party and even
by the Labor Party at the time. The proposals of the National Party were nowhere
near as far-reaching in their ramifications or
methods of operation.
The concept of sunset legislation went
along the line of reviewing bodies that had
been around for a long time and perhaps
closing them down completely. One such
body was the Sullage Abatement Board. It
was only in the later stages of the inquiry
that the board was referred to the Public
Bodies Review Committee. The former
Government chose to set up the Public
Bodies Review Committee with wide-
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ranging terms of reference and unique principles one in particular of which enabled the
committee to recommend that certain
bodies should cease to exist. Once such a
recommendation was finally made to Parliament, if the Parliament failed to act on
that recommendation within the twelve
months' period, the recommendation of the
committee would automatically be implemented. That would effectively force Governments to respond to the recommendations of the committee.
That provision was unique world-wide. I
am not aware of any other legislation that
contains a similar provision. It probably
added significantly to the impact that the
inquiry had on the bodies under its terms of
reference because there was a constant
awareness by those bodies and they were
reminded by the committee that the committee had a unique power to recommend
that they cease to exist. That power also
influenced the committee to recommend a
restructuring so that all existing bodies be
replaced. Those bodies might have a change
in name although they could be restructured
under the terms of the Bill before the
House.
The Public Bodies Review Committee
was able to carry out one of the most
comprehensive inquiries of any Parliamentary committee of this House. The
committee was provided with much greater
resources in the provision of staff and personnel, particularly both senior and junior
research staff. At times probably eight to ten
additional persons were working on the
inquiry in the precincts of the committee's
offices. After Parliament passed the Bill and
set up the committee, the former Government referred all the water bodies in Victoria to the committee. The reference read
as follows:
That the State Rivers and Water Supply Commission and each constituted water, sewerage, drainage
and river improvement trust or authority except the
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works be
referred to the Public Bodies Review Committee for
review.

That meant that in total the committee had
375 bodies to review.
I wish to correct one thing mentioned by
the shadow Minister of Water Supply when
he suggested that 375 bodies may cease to
exist. That is not correct. Some 342 bodies
are covered by the provisions of the Bill
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because there are 186 water trusts, 15 local
governing bodies to the Water Act, 5 water
authorities created by special Acts and 136
sewerage authorities. The additional bodies
referred to in the 375 include the State
Rivers and Water Supply Commission, a
number of drainage trusts and the River
Improvement Trust which are still subject
to review by the committee and at this stage
there has not been a final recommendation
made on these matters.
The Public Bodies Review Committee
which was an all-party Parliamentary
committee immediately set about its task
and in doing that it conducted a wideranging inquiry throughout the whole of
Victoria. It provided for open public hearings so that all interested parties would have
ample opportunity of giving their evidence
to the committee and of giving that
evidence in public so that there should be a
cross exchange of views. It also provided a
dialogue with the various relevant groups
related to the water industry and that
included the individual water trusts and
sewerage authorities, the institutes for water
management, the local government bodies
in this State and a wide-ranging number of
other bodies including the State Rivers and
Water Supply Commission and other
Government departments. It also had a
research-based approach which was fairly
unique because, from my experience, previous committees in this House were
limited to one permanent secretary and, on
occasions, an additional research person,
but on this occasion the committee developed its own research complex which was
backed up heavily for the first time by independent consultants appointed by the committee on a number of different important
matters related to the industry. It was an
active committee which accepted a heavy
work load. It was unique for Parliamentary
committees in that its meetings generally
lasted two or three hours, and it conducted
comprehensive studies, dividing itself into
sub-committee to examine different
aspects, and spent hundreds of hours on the
task.
Likewise, it carried out a constructive
policy review. In other words, it took the
view that it should not conduct a purely and
simply negative audit process-looking
negatively at these bodies while being
unprepared to look to the future. Some
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persons in the community and even in this
Parliament remain mentally locked into the
old Parliamentary committee system which
refused to accept change and the need, in
this day and age, to review, for instance, the
large number of bodies that had been established in Victoria.
The committee established that Victoria
had more than 9000 public bodies. I do not
believe any member of this Parliament was
aware that the figure was so high. The
former Liberal Government must take
satisfaction in the establishment of the
Public Bodies Review Committee, which
has been responsible for the introduction of
forward thinking, far-reaching and progressive legislation. It was unfortunate that
the Government of the day was not able to
capitalize sufficiently on its own initiativeprobably because there were some negative
thinkers in the former Government who
wanted to ignore the need to consider
change.
The committee conducted a wide-ranging
study of various matters relating to the
water industry and did not limit itself to the
actual bodies themselves. It considered the
economic impact of public bodies in Victoria and the question of audit and
reporting, and it presented to Parliament a
comprehensive and worth-while consultant's report-the Touche Ross Services Pty
report-on the future of audit and reporting.
The committee considered technical standards in the provision of water and sewerage
in Victoria. In some instances, it dealt with
matters that had not been tackled since the
early 1900s. For example the accounting
regulations dated back to the early 1900s
and contained a reference to the fact that
firewood was at that time used as an energy
source. In addition, the regulations were out
of print, so that any water trust that wanted
a copy of the regulations was unable to
obtain it.
Many confusin~ issues arose, matters
about which the Industry itself had been
complaining to the Government for a long
time, but it had gained no satisfaction in response-probably because the matter was
too complex for consideration of the whole
issue to occur. The Water Commission, for
example, indicated that it was beyond its
resources to have considered these
individual matters or to have given them
priority.

Early in its existence, the committee sent
out a questionnaire to all of the water bodies
that were under review. It was comprehensive and caused concern because a considerable amount of work was necessary to
complete it, but that questionnaire provided significant information to the committee and has been of enormous value in
considering the restructuring proposals and
the future financing of water bodies in this
State.
As a result of that, the committee has
published a series of reports; it did not wait
to make one final report because that would
have been an impossible task. The first
report spelled out the activities and the aims
of the committee and what it had done so far
in that year. It also suggested some options
for the water industry with the. idea of
raising those matters with the bodies concerned.
In considering the issue that had come to
the committee prior to the end of 1980, a
number of matters emerged as recurrent
and significant themes. These included
structural options and the need to consider a
change in structure as well as public participation and the extent of public participation
in the authorities. Anum ber of submissions
stressed the degree of voluntary participation, a matter that had been considered by
the committee. The financial assistance
available to the water industry was also
discussed. The former Government was
beginning to review that matter. Depreciation and sinking funds were considered.
Probably one of the first significant acts
taken by the former Government as a result
of the committee's inquiry was the decision
to allow water bodies to make use of their
depreciation funds. That provided an
immediate input of$25 million and allowed
the trusts to use their own funds that had
been tied up for a long time and were oflittle
value when they were ultimately needed for
the replacement of capital works. They were
able to use that finance for various projects,
and that provided an immediate impetus to
the water industry.
The level of supervision was another
matter raised in the evidence given to the
committee. Project evaluation and subsidized funds were two matters that caused
concern to individuals at all levels of the
water industry.

Water and Sewerage Authorities (Restructuring) Bill 22 March 1983

ASSEMBLY 3369

to local government. That latter concept fits
in largely with the recommendation of the
Bains inquiry into the role and structure of
local government.
The State Rivers and Water Supply
Commission strongly holds the view that
the whole water industry should be controlled by water boards under the administration of the Ministry of Water Resources
and Water Supply and the State Rivers and
Water Supply Commission but the committee responded to the various representations
made to it and, where possible and practicable,
attempted to meet the desires of the
At page 7 of that report, the committee local people.
Certainly, as a former member
stated:
of the Public Bodies Review Committee, I
From that recognition it follows that some recom- am aware that in some instances the final
mendations regarding procedure and structure will be recommendations of the committee were
couched in terms of an evolutionary process rather not welcomed by most bodies and, in a
than distinct change. The committee is conscious that number of instances, this was with good
it cannot accurately predict the future, consequently it
must take special care to avoid recommending struc- reason.
tures that, due to unpredicted change, are no more
One of the difficulties and dilemmas conefficient, economic or effective in a future environment
fronted in trying to examine 342 water and
than those they replace.
sewerage authorities and water bodies is the
If structures and procedures are to maintain their time and effort involved to try to get the
effectiveness in a world of uncertainty they must be whole project right when there is virtually
both adaptable and flexible.
no way that this is possible. Even when one
considers
that first of all the committee preThe Government has inserted a three-year
sunset clause in the Bill to cover that situa- sented a draft report, then a final report on
tion. Some proposed structural changes structuring of water bodies and subsecould prove to have weaknesses which quently presented further reports, which
ought to be examined again in a relatively cover other aspects, one must realize that
the matter was still returned to the Water
short time.
Structures Task Force, which is the correct
procedure.
The report continued:
A number of bodies are still concerned
Looking forward, the committee believes that Vic- and opposed to the recommendations and
toria's non-metropolitan water industry must be made
more structurally coherent, and that geographical and those bodies should be given fair and proper
functional fragmentation must be reduced. Accord- consideration and not be forced into an
ingly, the general thrust of the recommendations is to amalgamation or restructuring. As a
pursue the objective of combining responsibility for member of the Public Bodies Review Comwater and sewerage in one body, and, where possible,
both reducing the number of bodies responsible in each mittee, I must say that not every
municipality for water and sewerage to one, and recommendation of the committee was
extending the jurisdiction of that body to the total area right and I understand that a number of
of the municIpality, or to several adjoining munici- recommendations have already been
palities.
changed by agreement with the local bodies
In its inquiry into the water industry, the or upon the recommendation of the local
committee did not adopt a rigid and bodies.
singular policy of either "water boards only"
Instances have occurred where the body
or "municipal structures only", it was flexi- was supposed to go to the municipality,
ble in its attitude to the future structure of which is in the committee recommendathe industry. That was criticized in some tions, but they have been returned to the
respects by some persons within the indus- water board and vice versa. Earlier in the
try who believe that there ought to be large debate, the honourable member for
regional water boards or that the whole of Western port quoted a situation in Donald
the water industry should be handed over and when one examined the recommenda-

The committee concentrated especially
on the structure of the water industry, and
presented a draft report to Parliament in
September 1981. That report made a number of suggestions on the future structure of
the water industry with a view to allowing
the maximum consultation within the
industry and the maximum opportunity for
people in the industry to respond to the
committee's thoughts and possible recommendations and so allow the committee to
come back to Parliament with a final
recommendation on the future structure.
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tion one realized that it was probably a
classical example of where the committee
made a mistake, because there was really no
direct link between the Donald Shire and
the water trust and sewerage authority
where both are run locally and by independently elected people. There was also no
direct link between the personnel and the
commissioners of the trust with the shire.
I was in favour of water boards rather
than deliberately giving new responsibilities
to municipalities where those municipalities already controlled the water function. It was logical and practical to transfer
the responsibility to them and many boards
were anxious to have it happen. It is essential that a proper and effective mechanism
exist to give the bodies a strong reason for
rejecting the recommendations of the committee and allow them to remain either in
their present form or in a modified structure
if they choose.
The State Rivers and Water Supply Commission argued strongly and commented on
the matter, which is reported on page 10 of
the Fourth Report of the Public Bodies
Review Committee. It states:
. .. water bodies must exist separately for municipalities in every case so as to preserve Ministerial
responsibility and accountability to the Minister of
Water Supply.

I do not consider that is absolutely necessary and in many instances it only provides
unnecessary duplication because the councillors already perform the water and
sewerage task or have responsibility for it.
The municipal officers also act in that
capacity and certainly can still relate to the
Minister of Water Supply but the function
should be controlled by local government,
which is provided for in the proposed legislation.
The statistics on the inquiry conducted by
the Public Bodies Review Committee are
interesting. There were more than 100
formal meetings of the committee prior to
the presentation of the Sixth Report to the
Parliament; nearly 3000 pages of evidence
were taken by the committee for statutory
bodies, corporate bodies smaller bodies and
also individuals; and approximately 20000
pages of submissions. The committee had
the enormous task of bringing all the information together, relying heavily on the
professional support of its members. The
support was excellent because the personnel

had a good understanding, or quickly developed a good understanding, of the inquiry
into the water industry and were able to
bring that material before the committee in
a manner in which it could be properly and
effectively considered.
Mr Simpson-It was a very costly committee.
Mr HANN - I am not commenting on
the committee. Under the terms of reference included in the Act, which has already
been quoted, the committee had to consider(a) whether or not the objects of the body are worth
pursuing in contemporary society;
(b) whether or not the body pursues its objectives
efficiently, effectively and economically;
(c) whether or not the structure of the body is suited
to the activities it performs;

(d) whether or not the body duplicates the work of
another person or body;
(e) the financial and other liabilities and obligations
of the body;

(f) the extent to which the body seeks information as
to the effect of its activities and acts on the information
it receives;
(g) the extent to which the body considers the public
interest when performing its activities;
(h) the extent to which the body encourages public
participation in its activities;

(I) the manner in which the body handles complaints
about its activities; and
(j) the extent to which the body is prepared to
improve its structure, composition or procedures.

When examining the future structure of 342
water bodies, one of the things that came to
the fore was the need, in most instances, to
amalgamate water and sewerage authorities-there would be very few where that
would not be the case-which would result
in a saving in both personnel and
resources.
In the past, there has been a duplication
which was largely due to a series of factors,
one of which was the difficulty those bodies
faced in gaining Government subsidies, so
instead of there being one body or those
bodies being incorporated, a new body was
established. The bodies had difficulty with
funding arrangements in particular through
the Loan Council borrowing arrangements
where there was a limit of $1· 2 million.
That limit applied when the committee was
making its inquiries but I understand it may
have been increased to $1· 5 million. The
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limit on borrowing meant that it was essential to form a new body rather than to incorporate the function within the body that was
already established, because it would not
have been possible to have borrowed
between them the $1 ·2 million limit but, by
having two separate bodies, each could
borrow up to $1 ·2 million.
Likewise, restrictions in the Water and
Sewerage Districts Act prevented those
bodies amalgamating despite the fact that
for a number of years many of them had
been asking the Government to take that
action. The committee was able to simplify
that procedure-it is simpler now than it
might have been had the House gone
through the long process of changing the
relevant Acts.
The difficulty in obtaining subsidies was
another reason why additional bodies were
established and, in particular, the exclusion
of certain bodies from eligibility for Government subsidies on a basis which did not
appear consistent and which encoura~ed the
creation of new authorities in adjoining
areas that were not eligible. The result was a
proliferation of bodies in areas where they
could have been brought together as one.
On many occasions it was pleasing that
the bodies met and made recommendations
to the committee for restructuring and
amalgamating in particular in areas where
the same secretary was performing the task
for each of the various water trusts.
Examples have been given of three or four
water boards in small areas with the same
secretary.
There is no doubt that it will simplify the
task of the secretary immensely. It will also
simplify the over-all structures of those
bodies and strengthen them through their
future financial structure.
The dilemma faced by the Public Bodies
Review Committee in the Ballarat area
related to the fact that many of the smaller
bodies that are strongly opposed to the
recommendations of the committee obtain
water from the Ballarat pipeline anyway.
The difficulty faced by the committee was
whether or not to retain the bodies in that
situation. Those matters should still be
pursued by the Government of the day.
It is also interesting to examine the
methodology and approach adopted by the
committee. The committee adopted perSession 1983-123
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haps one of the most intensive review
processes ever devised by a Parliamentary
committee in Victoria. The process
involved a large number of complex hearings; it involved constant consultation with
experts in the various water industries and
in financial circumstances; it involved
numerous discussions with departmental
heads, Ministers and members of Parliament on a number of fundamental issues,
and use was made by the committee of
special consultants.
The process of dialogue and consultation
was developed by the committee in keeping
with the spirit of the legislation. That in
itself was a significant innovation.
As I stated earlier, the committee
published a series of reports which set out
the parameters of an inquiry, set out its
thinking on the issues and provided an
opportunity for those vitally interested in
the water industry to have an input into the
final recommendations, particularly those
relating to restructuring and financial
matters, which are equally important, and
in relation to technical standards in the
industry which were long overdue for overhaul. As a result of that, in the long term
significant benefits will be seen within the
industry, the Parliament and within the
general financial operations of the State.
The proposed legislation provides a
mechanism for the restructuring and
empowers the creation of water boards
responsible for the supply of both water and
sewerage services. It also enables the transfer to municipalities of certain sewerage and
water supply functions.
There are two aims devised in the Bill.
One is the establishment of water boards
and the other is to transfer authority to
municipalities. The Bill uses existing
powers under the Water and Sewerage
Districts Act as a basis for the activities of
the successive bodies. As a consequence of
restructuring there will be increased management efficiency, planning, decisionmaking will be made at the point of service
delivery, increased electoral representation,
increased accountability-that is fairly
essential from the point of view' of the
Parliament-and centralized control and
policy formulation.
The measure includes a sunset clause
which the National Party welcomes. This
provides that the Act will cease three years
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after the date of Royal assent, which means
that the Government will need to reintroduce legislation in order to ensure continuation of the bodies set up under the Act.
The relevant water authorities have been
requested, in the light of planned restructure, to consider and reach agreement on
new management structures or to advise if
further examinations and negotiation is
needed to reach agreement. In some cases,
restructuring procedures will be complex
and necessitate a longer time frame for
implementation.
The Water Structures Task Force aims to
resolve any disagreements by negotiation.
There is some dispute regarding that matter
because the National Party has been
informed that the task force has in some
cases not been prepared to listen.
It has been more inclined to superimpose
its views on the bodies and to indicate that it
is there to implement the proposals rather
than to listen to the local views and the
views of the Opposition in particular. It is a
matter of concern to the National Party.
That is why the National Party will propose
a course of action that will slow down the
action of the task force in its recommendations to the Government.
The other matter is that the Public
Bodies Review Committee recommended a
comprehensive review of water legislation.
That is essential to the future structure of
the water industry in Victoria.
The Bill also gives consideration to the
impact of the proposals on staffing/representation, financing and accounting by
councils, asset exchange, the definition of
geographical areas of control, rates payable
by ratepayers, the role of the State Rivers
and Water Supply Commission which
stands to lose a number of urban water
supply districts.
One of the significant changes that the
Government made in relation to the recommendation of the Public Bodies Review
Commi ttee was the proposal for the
Bendigo Water Board by retaining the
urban involvement of the State Rivers and
Water Supply Commission in that area..
My passing comment is that there has
been a desperate shortage of water in
Bendigo this year because of the drought.
Had there been greater local involvement in

the management of water in the Bendigo
area we may have been better prepared for
the drought situation than that area is at
present. However, the Government has
made a decision not to go ahead with the
water board but instead wants to retain the
involvement of the State Rivers and Water
Supply Commission. That is the decision of
the Government and I am not going to argue
with it. I draw that matter to the attention of
the Minister because that area has suffered
worse than any other area in Victoria.
The Minister says, by interjection, that
Bendigo was the first with restrictions.
There have been very heavy restrictions. It
seems to me that the people of Bendigo
should have a greater say in the operation of
their urban water supply in future. As I
stated, the Bill provides the opportunity for
the restructuring of those water bodies. First
of all, the Bill provides the opportunity for
bodies to ask the Governor in Council to
proceed with amalgamation or with transfer
to municipalities. It also provides a second
opportunity which would allow the Minister to proceed to force bodies to amalgamate if they cannot agree. The National
Party is opposed to that provision because it
believes more time should be given to those
bodies that are opposed to amalgamation.
There are a number of bodies still
strongly opposed to the recommendation
for restructuring and more time should be
given. During the Committee stage the
National Party will oppose those provisions
and seek to have them repealed so that the
Minister does not have power to require
bodies to amalgamate. That would mean
they would have a three-year period to
further consider the matter and negotiate
with the Government on the question. It is
believed that in light of the fact that there
are a significant number of bodies that have
reached agreement we should allow those
bodies to amalgamate. In many of those
instances it will bring about greater efficiency and improvement in over-all operation. But where there is a significant number
of bodies that are still strongly opposed to
the action they should not be forced to
amalgamate or transfer responsibility to
municipalities until there has been greater
consultation. They may ultimately not be
forced to change because in some instances
it may be found that they ought to retain
their present identity.
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Committee made in the sixth report on
regional and local structures for the provision of water supply and sewerage services
in rural towns and cities. I foreshadow that
the Government will introduce a number of
amendments, and they will be circulated as
soon as possible.
In the sixth report, the committee
revealed a fundamental need to reform the
policies and practices governing the manI welcome the introduction of this agement of Victoria's most scarce and valumeasure. It is the first significant response able water resources. As I indicated, in a
by the Parliament to the Public Bodies year of drought, everyone is aware of this
Review Committee. There are many other most valuable resource. The Government is
bodies that Qught to be looked at in the long concerned at the way those resources are
term. One of the difficulties is that since the managed. I wish that the honourable memwater bodies have been under review they ber for Westernport had read some of the
have been in a state of limbo which has reports of the committee and noted its
retarded their future progress and develop- objective appraisal and analysis of the
ment. We need to finalize the situation as management of those resources. If he had
soon as possible for those bodies that are done so, he would have seen that some of
happy with the restructure so that they can his colleagues made some critical and scathget on about their business and progress into ing comments about the management of
scarce water resources. It is clear from the
the future.
vast bulk of the reports that have come from
The National Party supports the the committee that there is a genuine need
proposed legislation, but hopes that the for reform. This proposed legislation is the
Government will agree to the proposed first step in resolving some of the problems
amendment, which is quite significant.
and uncertainties in the industry.
The inquiry into the water industry has
Mr MILLER (Prahran)- The Bill before
the House is most important and it is timely been going on for quite some time and the
that, in a year of drought for both Victoria Public Bodies Review Committee is conand Australia, proposed legislation of this tinuing an inquiry into the irrigation
magnitude should come before the House. industry. It is hoped that that inquiry will be
It contemplates a fundamental review, finished by the end of this year. The comreform and restructuring of water and mittee has made a most valuable contribution to the management, efficiency and
sewerage authorities throughout Victoria.
effectiveness of the public sector in Victoria
The Bill was originally introduced on 14 and it has adopted a comprehensive
December 1982. There has been a great deal appraisal of the vexed and complex issues
of consultation and dialogue with all parties that beset the water industry.
immediately affected by it. I am delighted to
I was surprised that the honourable memhear that the National Party supports the
measure. I was particularly interested in the ber for Westernport heaped scorn, concomments of the honourable member for tempt and derision on some of his fellow
Rodney, who made constructive and posi- Parliamentarians. The Public Bodies
tive recommendations about the Bill. Review Committee engaged in a wide
Honourable members can look forward to process of dialogue with all of those parties
hearing from his colleague, the honourable affected or involved in the water industry. It
member for Gippsland East, and hope that made informal visits to regional areas,
he will be equally positive in his support of talked with responsible bodies, held public
hearings and received an enormous amount
the proposals.
of written and oral submissions. Indeed, if
As previous speakers have indicated, the one looks at the concluding paragraphs of
Bill is enabling legislation; it is designed to the sixth report, one can see the sheer
put into effect some of the major recom- volume of work that was carried out by the
mendations of the Public Bodies Review committee.

At this stage I indicate that the National
Party intends to support the measure with
that major alteration to the structure of the
Bill. It will ask that that section of the Bill be
repealed. That would mean there would be a
three-year period in which the Government
could continue to negotiate with the bodies
that do not agree with its proposals of
restructuring and for those matters to be
further considered.
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At page 284 of the sixth report, it is
stated: Construction of this report, as those involved in
Victoria's water industry will readily appreciate, has
presented the Public Bodies Review Committee with a
task of considerable magnitude. To compile this report
the committee has had to address itself to more than
3000 pages of transcript, and some 20000 pages of
submissions, and assess the results of discussions by
individual members and sub-committees of the committee with almost 400 water and sewerage bodies.

That touches on the essential problem that
besets the management of the water industry - the sheer proliferation of organizations
and entities that have been charged with the
management of the industry. There are 375
bodies in all and, as was indicated, 342 are
essentially concerned with water and
sewerage.
The inefficiency and ineffectiveness of
those bodies has been highlighted by the
Public Bodies Review Committee and by
the consultants that it employed. Perhaps
the honourable member for Westernport
did not carefully examine some of the
findings of his colleagues. If one looks at the
Touche Ross report-and nobody has
suggested that it is not objective and independent-it states:
The State of Victoria has over the years permitted
the creation of so many public bodies that the task of
managing them effectively is beyond the capacity of the
Victorian Government.

As was indicated by the honourable
member for Rodney, there are more than
9000 public bodies in Victoria and they
have simply sprung up like topsy. The
report states that the Parliament has
promulgated and sustained a maze ofle~s
lation and regulation which is impreCIse,
inconsistent and antiquated; it has failed to
provide reporting mechanisms enabling
judgments to be formed as to whether the
people of Victoria receive value in exchange
for the expenditure of public funds; it has
developed no consistent policies aimed at
ensuring effective and efficient management of public bodies; and it has failed to
update the role and responsibilities of
public body auditors so as to provide advice
to Governments, Parliament and public
body management.
In essence, the Public Bodies Review
Committee said that the Government· is
close to losing effective control over those
bodies and, as a consequence, the public
purse. That is a sorry reflection on the 120

years of public administration in this State.
The 1980 Public Bodies Review Committee, chaired by Dr Foley, showed the
people of Victoria that the Liberal Party was
not the competent economic and sound efficient manager of the economy that it held
itself out to be. The committee often
revealed the extent of the incompetence of
the Liberal Party as economic managers.
Mrs Sibree-The Liberal Party set it up.
Mr MILLER-The Liberal Party set it
up and isolated all sorts of problems
throughout the industry. Dr Kevin Foley
has made a superb contribution to public
administration in Victoria and his excellent
record has been recognized by the Government when it was prepared to put party politics to one side to appoint Dr Foley as chairman of the Water Resources Task Force. I
notice that honourable members opposite
are grinding their teeth because they object
vociferously to many of the findings that the
committee came up with.
I take up the interjection of the honourable member for St Kilda-they were
embarrassed by the findings. It was a starstudded task force and I shall name its
members: The present Treasurer, the honourable Rob Jolly; the honourable Steve
Crabb, the deputy chairman; the honourable Bruce Chamberlain; Mrs Sibree, the
honourable member for Kew; the former
member for Ballarat South, Mrs Chambers;
the Deputy Leader of the National Party;
the honourable member for Frankston, Mr
Weideman, and the present Minister of
Water Supply, the honourable David
White. It was a star-studded cast. I was not a
member of that committee. The stars are
burning brightly in the firmament, as one
can see, and it is obviously a training ground
for bigger and better things. The transfer fee
to get into the Public Bodies Review
Committee is a very high one and we look
forward to offers from back-benchers.
It is important to look at the terms of
reference of the Public Bodies Review
Committee, because the honourable member for Westernport, in his negative comments on this Bill, was contemptuous about
the work of the Public Bodies Review Committee and, in particular, was concerned
that it had not carried out any inquiries into
the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works.
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The original terms of reference were given
to the Public Bodies Review Committee by
the Hamer Government. Why is it that the
Public Bodies Review Committee was not
given the Board of Works as a term of reference? It was specifically excluded. I quote
the terms of reference that were given to the
Public Bodies Review Committee. The
committee's first reference was:
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its recommendations and its findings, and
in particular in its sixth report, we have the
Bill that is before us. It is also significant
that there has been approximately an 80 per
cent acceptance of the recommendations of
the Public Bodies Review Committee. I am
delighted that the Opposition acknowledges
that.

However, the honourable member for
Western port, in his speech tonight, focussed
only on those few bodies that were critical of
the recommendations. Those bodies do
deserve attention and consideration; that is
why the mechanism for further consultation
and for ongoing debate has been set up.
Once the recommendations were set in train
by the Public Bodies Review Committee, it
was up to the Minister and this Parliament
Perhaps the honourable member for to consider them; and, as has been indicated, the Minister, in October 1982, estabWesternport was not aware of thislished the Water Structures Task Force. As
except the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of you know, Mr Speaker, it is chaired by Dr
Works, be referred to the Public Bodies Review ComFoley, and he is supported by a number of
mittee.
most eminent and highly qualified people in
The honourable member for Westernport the water industry whose objectivity and
was a member of the Liberal Government detachment cannot be questioned. The
from 1979 to 1982. Why did not his Gov- people assisting Dr Foley are Commissioner
ernment specifically confer that reference D. 1. Constable, State Rivers and Water
on the Public Bodies Review Committee?
Supply Commission, Mr R. W. G. Evans,
Divisional Engineer, Local Authority, State
It is significant to look at the number of Rivers and Water Supply Commission, Mr
reports, studies and recommendations that E. McL. Holmes, Department of Accountthe Public Bodies Review Committee has ing,
Melbourne university, Mr J. C. Maglen,
made. It has produced seven reports, and President,
Institute of Water Administrathe eighth is almost ready. As I indicated, tion, and Mr
R. Pawsey, Secretary, Victhe Public Bodies Review Committee has torian Water I. and
Sewerage Authorities
continued its work into the irrigation reference and it will be continuing the same Association.
process of consultation and dialogue, and of
The sitting was suspended at 6.27 p. m.
meeting with those people most affected until 8.4 p. m.
and most concerned, by a series of visits to
country Victoria.
.
Mr MILLER - Prior to the suspension of
I am concerned also to point out that the the sitting for dinner I was telling the House
research staff, which provided so much that a well qualified Water Structures Task
excellent assistance to the previous Public Force had been appointed by the GovernBodies Review Committee, has been built ment to investigate the recommendations
on and a research director has been contained in the sixth report of the Public
appointed. Specialist consultants may be Bodies Review Committee, and I was listing
used in our work, as the previous committee the names of some of those people. If one
refers to page 2753 of Hansard, one can see
did.
that the task force is composed of some
The Public Bodies Review Committee, excellent people. It reflects very well on the
on an all-party basis, examined the manage- industry, because there are many people
ment, efficiency and effectiveness of the within the water industry throughout
water industry in Victoria and it cast a great Victoria who are dedicated, most profesmany doubts on the efficiency and effec- sional and extremely competent in their
tiveness of that industry. As a result of approach to the industry. The problem

"that the State Rivers and Water Supply Commission and each constituted water, sewerage, drainage
and river improvement trust or authority, the Local
Government Bodies constituted under the Water Act
1958, the Ballarat Water Commissioners and Sewerage
Authority, the Dandenong Valley Authority, the First
Mildura Irrigation Trust, the Geelong Waterworks and
Sewerage Trust, the Latrobe Valley Water and
Sewerage Board, the Mildura Urban Water Trust, the
West Moorabool Water Board and the personnel of the
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission."
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occurs not so much with the personnel in
the industry, but, as the Public Bodies
Review Committee stressed in a number of
its reports, because of antiquated structures,
poor management procedures, practices
and other procedures that the personnel are
required to follow.
In his speech earlier today the honourable
member for Western port indicated in very
general terms that the water industry was
well managed. Perhaps he has a selective
memory, because he has obviously forgotten the story written by David Wilson on
behalf of the Age "Insight" team and published in the Age of 7 May 1981. The article
had this to say about the former Liberal
Government:
A State Parliamentary Committee has established
that the Victorian Government has subsidized loans
made to some authorities at about 3 per cent interest
for projects worth hundreds of thousands of dollars
that have not gone ahead.

The State Government is wasting millions
of dollars a year paying for water, sewera~e,
drainage and river improvement authorities
throughout Victoria.
The Government in 1977 and 1978 subsidized loans
worth a conservative $18 million to authorities for
what the Government believed were capital works programmes.
But the money is lying in banks and financial institutions earning an average 12 per cent for the authorities.

The article goes on to state that officials
were writing letters to themselves and that
evidence was presented to the Public Bodies
Review Committee indicating a rapid and
apparently unchecked growth in the number of authorities that have allowed some
shire secretaries earning salaries of $25 000
to $30000 a year in their full-time jobs to
hold up to six part-time jobs administering
authorities earning them up to $3000 each.
It points out that the wives of some of these
senior shire officials also hold part-time
jobs as authority secretaries, and that subsidized loan funds that were earmarked for
sewerage works were channelled into the
authorities' own office projects.
What this reveals-and these are only a
few quotations from that full-page story...:...is
that the water industry was not managed in
the way that the honourable member for
Westernport would have us believe. If the
former Liberal Government had had the
courage, it would have seized on the reports

made by the Public Bodies Review Committee and put them to the Government's
advantage. It would' have recognized that
problems existed and would have said, "We
see that we have problems, and we will do
something about it", but no, it ran away
from doing that. It takes a courageous Government such as ours to bring about and to
implement the changes that the vast majority of people in the water industry want.
What the honourable member for
Westernport, as the lead Opposition
spokesman on the Bill, also failed to recognize about this Bill is that it is enabling legislation. It does not create new boards or new
organizations; it makes a start on the restructuring of the water industry and enables
organizations to apply to the Minister if
they wish to be reconstituted, or to constitute new water boards or to transfer their
land, works, property, rights and obligations
to a municipality. The Minister has dozens
of organizations queuing up to apply to him
to be·reconstituted.
Mr Brown-We agree with that. Why
don't you read the others?
Mr MILLER-I am delighted that the
honourable member a~ees that 80 per cent
of the authorities are In favour of the proposal. I also take up the interjection of the
Minister for Public Works-the Opposition
would not have believed that because the
honourable member for Western port made
a negative set of comments. I would have
hoped the honourable member would have
been more positive and constructive in his
remarks. What he fundamentally fails to
appreciate is that the Bill provides a
mechanism for those 20 per cent of bodies
and authorities that do not wish to be
merged or amalgamated.
A procedure is built into the Bill whereby
those bodies can apply to the Minister. A
formal set of procedures is laid down for
them. As the Minister of Public Works quite
properly said in the second-reading speech,
there is a deadlock mechanism. If no agreement can be reached, the Minister may force
an amalgamation or a merger. At page 2757
of Hansard of December 1982, in the
second-reading speech, the Minister points
out that this is the last resort and that it is
something to which the Minister does not
wish to resort. The Minister stated:
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I emphasize that this provision will only be used as a
last resort. It will permit the Government to act only in
cases where bodies themselves cannot reach agreement.

Obviously, the honourable member for
West~rnport forgot that part of the Minister's second-reading speech.
The Public Bodies Review Committee
has done outstanding work and is continuing to do so. It is making a valuable contribution to public administration in the
State. The level of awareness and understanding of the public sector in Victoria has
been increased enormously as a result of the
findings of that committee. The honourable
member for Western port is signifying his
agreement, and I am glad to have it.
The committee operates where consensus
is sought to be achieved on every major
decision. Although minority reports can
and may be written, they are exceptional.
Since its formation in 1980, the committee
has made a distinguished contribution to
public life in Victoria and in Australia. The
committee is regarded as a model by all
States and by other countries because of its
significant powers that are unique in the
Westminster system.
The Bill contains a sunset clause. The
proposed legislation provides that after
three years the Act will cease and the implementation of the sixth report of the Public
Bodies Review Committee must be implemented by then. There is an incremental
approach to reviewing and reforming the
water industry in Victoria. There must be
greater efficiency and effectiveness in the
industry and, from the findings both of the
Public Bodies Review Committee and of
the task force, that is long overdue.
The task force is not just another inquiry
or another organization set up to inquire
further into the water industry and it is not
an organization set up to implement the
findings of the Public Bodies Review
Committee. The honourable member for
Gippsland East, who is interjecting, is
revealing a fundamental ignorance about
the operation of the Act, of the Public Bodies Review Committee and of the Water
Industry Task Force. Where local organizations do not agree with the recommendations of the Public Bodies Review Committee, submissions may be made to the Minister. It is not a function of the task force
to show or prove that the Public
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Bodies Review Committee was right. If
local organizations or entities do not agree,
they can make further representations to
the Minister. That is an appropriate
mechanism. I anticipate with interest the
remarks of the honourable member for
Gippsland East because he has had long
association with the water industry and I
would assume that he will make the same
positive contribution as his deputy leader.
In a drought year, one is acutely aware
and very conscious of the need for water and
for proper water management in the State.
The Bill goes a long way towards initiating
the mechanism for improving the efficiency
and effectiveness of that industry.
Mrs SIBREE (Kew)- I am grateful for
the opportunity of participating in the
debate as I was one of the members of the
Public Bodies Review Committee before
the unfortunate change of Government last
year-and that is a fairly mild way of putting it as, certainly, most people are now
starting to believe it is unfortunate. I was a
member of the committee which worked
very hard and very long on the various
reports that have been made to Parliament,
some of the recommendations of which are
now reflected in the Bill.
It is very sad that the honourable member
for Prahran, although he did allude to the
star-studded cast of the former membership
of the committee, for which I thank him,
seemed to overlook the fact that the former
Liberal Party Government realized that
there was a very real need to review public
bodies in this State. That has been referred
to during this debate and it is important to
place on record a Government initiative of
that sort. It was very difficult politically to
take an initiative at which obviously criticism would be levelled, and sometimes may
well be levelled, which the Liberal Party
Government did in setting up the Public
Bodies Review Committee, and it is unfortunate that the positive steps taken by that
Government are overlooked in the criticism
that ultimately always follows this type of
review.
Honourable members and members of
the public will be mindful that it was a very
significant step that the Hamer Government took when setting up the committee to
investigate water and sewerage authorities
and public bodies in the State. That
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Government was one of the very first mention being made of the work they have
Governments in the Commonwealth to set done. I know their work and commitment
up such a committee. It to<?k a.great.deal <?f to the developmentoftheir community will
courage and it took some nsk In taking this continue. I believe this Bill and the work of
step to put its own house in order.
the Public Bodies Review Committee will
assist them in furtherin~ and improving this
It is not good enough for the honourable work not only for civIc involvement, but
member for Prahran to cast doubts on the also for the communities in which they live.
goodwill behind t~e setting up of this c<?~ I sincerely place on rec:o~d my ~ommend~
mittee the work It has done, the ambit It tion, not only for the CIVIC service of publIc
was gi~en for its direction, and the distance servants within water and sewerage trusts,
and depth it was given to explore the prob- but also for their openness in coming before
lems of public bodies in Victoria. Without the committee, the enormous amount of
that committee, a number of changes could submissions and correspondence made
not have been made. It is important for the available and for the number of times they
House to remember that not only is this Bill were available for discussions. I also refer to
one of the outcomes of the committee but the number of times they were prepared to
also that there have been spin-off changes see members of the committee in their own
from that committee's recommendations environments to show them various sewerwhich will not require legislation and which age or waterworks in which they were interare reforms that the Hamer and Thompson ested and involved. The trust throughout
Governments initiated some time ago in the Victoria spent considerable care and time in
operation of this committee.
preparing submissions.
Many of the submissions produced by
Government authorities and semi-Government authorities in Victoria were very
much enhanced and made much more
meaningful because the Public Bodies
Review Committee was starting to talk of
the guidelines the public needed f<?r
accountability and efficiency or. pubhc
or~nizations. The outcome of thiS committee's inquiries will not be just a matter. of
introducing legislative measures to Parh~
ment. It includes the fact that many pubhc
bodies have already put their own houses in
order. Honourable members should be
mindful that this process had already been
started and that already a number of bodies
have endorsed the provisions and some suggestions made in the accountability statements that the committee has published.
I wish to pay tribute to those who in the
past have worked on water and sewerage
trusts in this State. I am not a country
person but I have contacts thro~gh my
family with country people, my famtly haying lived in a number of country areas, In
Bright Mallacoota, Seymour and other
places: I am aware of public feeling and the
great need for people .in coun~ry: area~ to
participate in community and CIVIC affaIrS.

It is important that I place on record the
service that many people in waterworks
trusts have carried out in country Victoria.
This Bill should not be passed without

It was because of the two-way communication between the Parliamentary committee and the community that was effected
that agreement was reached in about 80 per
cent of the cases in deciding the future of
those bodies. One should be mindful of the
reason why agreement was reached in 70 per
cent of cases. Honourable members in this
House are arguing about those trusts that
have not agreed to the Bill. The committee
was given a wide ambit and had power to
call for evidence. Goodwill was created
across the board.

The debate on this Bill concerns the fact
that in some areas agreement could be
reached. I express my concern about areas
where agreement could not be r~ached. A
couple of mistakes were. made. In the. reconstitution of the Pubhc Bodies ReView
Committee of this Parliament. Firstly, the
Government, in its eagerness to pas~ the
Bills setting up Parliamentary committees
early in the last sessional period, failed to
ensure that the references carried over. The
Government did not do its homework and
the Public Bodies Review Committee knew
that it was supposed to have a continuing
reference, but did not quite make it. T~e
committee had to seek counsel and ultlmately received references back through
this House and the other place. I wonder
what the current Government wants to do
with the committee.'
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I am still a member of the Public Bodies
Review Committee and express my concern
at what the current Government wants to
use the committee for. This State has a large
number of public bodies with large expenditures. For instance, the Health Commission
affects everybody's lives in this State. The
Small Business Development Corporation
has been referred to the committee. That
organization has been in operation for only
a few years and has a small expenditure
compared with the Health Commission.
The Victorian Government is only one
party out of three parties involved in the
Albury-Wodonga Development Corporation, a body also referred to by the Public
Bodies Review Committee. I wonder what
sort of influence the Victorian Government
can have on that body. I am concerned
about whether the Government is serious
about the continuation of the committee's
work in delving into vital areas that affect
the Victorian public sector, particularly, to
coin another phrase, the quangos that are
expending large amounts of money on
behalf of Victoria.
The Government is running away from
some of the issues that the Public Bodies
Review Committee could raise and continue to raise in this State. I had hoped that
the aggressiveness of the committee could
be continued or increased in its broad
ambit, which covered water and sewerage
bodies under the Hamer Government.
I take up the point raised by the honourable member for Prahran who asked why
the Opposition did not take up the matter of
3 per cent loans and so on at an earlier stage.
That did not happen, partly because the
Liberal Party when in Government was not
prepared to pre-empt the findings of the
committee. Personally, I was affronted and
concerned that a task force was set up to
carry out an inquiry and implement the
various findings to date. A number of areas
have still to be considered within the committee, such as central mana~ement, and the
Water Commission, WhICh may also
impinge on some of the structures to be set
up by the Bill before the House. I am concerned that, to a large extent, the Labor
Government was prepared to pre-empt the
findings of a Parliamentary committee and
not allow it to run its course. The honourable member for Prahran is not present in
the House, although he should be to hear
comments on matters he raised in the
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debate. As the neo-chairman of the Public
Bodies Review Committee he should listen
to comments made. I hope the committee
will not be snowballed in any way to be just
another arm of Government, but in the
debate on Parliamentary committees in this
House that particular point was raised. The
fact that the Government would not allow a
reference to proceed from either House, but
insisted on a reference passing through both
Houses, indicates that Parliamentary committees may never operate again as the Public Bodies Review Committee was allowed
to operate under the Hamer and Thompson
Governments. That is a forewarning of
what is to come.
The honourable member for Prahran
eulogized about the Bill containing a sunset
clause. One would think it was the first time
the sun had risen on sunset clauses! I support sunset clauses because they allow Parliament to re-evaluate what has been done.
Sunset clauses have been provided in a
number of Bills over a number of years.
They are extremely important, but let us not
be fooled into thinking this is the first time a
sunset clause has been included in proposed
legislation! The Government cannot smugly
believe that it is the first Government to
provide sunset clauses.
I am concerned that about 20 per cent of
the bodies do not agree with the measure. A
close association had been established
between the Public Bodies Review Committee and the water industry, together with
a feeling of trust. That is not a good word to
use in this debate because "trust" is what is
being eliminated by the Bill with boards
being created instead. I hope the Bill does
not take away the trust that has been created
between the Public Bodies Review Committee and various water and sewerage
trusts. Considerable confusion has occurred
in the water industry on who is now responsible for them and to which body they
should relate. Is it the Public Bodies Review
Committee or the Water Structures Task
Force? I am in no way criticizing my colleague, Kevin Foley, whom I hold in
extremely high regard. He has made an
enormous contribution to Government
administration and debate in Victoria, and
one cannot ignore that point.
It is important to re-establish the trust
that existed and I hope the task force will be
able to do that. I am concerned about areas
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of disagreement foreshadowed by the honourable member for Westernport. The
Opposition is concerned that the bodies that
are not in agreement with the recommendations should be given reasons by the
Minister. That is only reasonable and fair.
All the reports of the Public Bodies Review
Committee clearly set out details on matters
of efficiency and management and the
reasons for disbanding current bodies and
the need for restructuring. Some bodies may
want many of those sorts of arguments
specifically aimed at them. Those arguments can be mounted in such a way that
ultimately the remaining 20 per cent of
bodies may indicate a fair degree of agreement.
According to my philosophy of government, one cannot expect everybody to agree
with everything one does. All one can do is
provide logical reasons to debate, talk and
discuss with people concerned. In the overall re-structuring of water and sewerage
bodies in country Victoria the Bill will go a
long way towards providing a much more
efficient and effective delivery of services in
those areas. I support the view of my colleague, the honourable member for
Westernport, that there is need to further
consider the views of those authorities
which still have doubts about the proposed
amalgamation. Many authorities are not in
complete disagreement, but many have
doubts. If that is the case, and agreement is
close, it would be right and proper that the
responsible Minister should give those particular trusts his reasons and the benefit of
his advice about why he believes it to be in
the best interests of the community if those
bodies amalgamate and change their structure.
I commend the work of the Public Bodies
Review Committee. I, personally, have
enjoyed working on the committee. As a
new member of Parliament two years ago,
I learnt an enormous amount about Government administration and the personalities within Government administration
through working on the committee. One of
the commendable aspects of the committee
is that not only did it examine the water and
sewerage industry, but also it provided an
educational and developmental ground for
members of Parliament who were honoured
enough to serve on it.

Mr B. J. EVANS (Gippsland East)- The
Bill might well be described as the "$2
million Bill" because, on a conservative
estimate, that is the cost to the community
for the Bill reaching the Parliament. A question every honourable member should ask
is: Was the expenditure really necessary?
At the outset, I point out that I am not
opposed to the proposed legislation as it has
been presented to Parliament, except for the
provision outlined by the Deputy Leader of
the National Party. The terms of the proposed legislation will lead to the merger and
amalgamation ofa number of bodies, which
is not only desirable but also a situation that
has been sought after for many years. One of
the points which any listener to the debate
tonight must have grasped is that, in many
respects, the Public Bodies Review Committee seems to be a mutual admiration
society.
Honourable members have heard
nothing but selfpraise from the members of
that committee, not only about the other
members of the committee and the wonderful work performed, but also about the
tremendous amount of work performed by
consultants, I might add, at enormous
expense to the community.
When the history of the whole exercise is
written, the public will judge the work of the
Public Bodies Review Committee in a
much more different light. Mention has
been made of the Act under which the
committee operates. In many respects the
powers conferred on the committee by that
Act were abused by that committee, particularly the power concerning the twelve
month period after the presentation of final
recommendations to the House. This was
intended as a discipline upon the Government so that it could not ignore the reports
of the committee and pigeon-hole them as
has been the case with many other committee reports presented over the years.
The provisions state that, unless Parliament dictates otherwise, within a period of
twelve months of the final report being laid
before the Parliament, the recommendations of the committee will come into effect.
That provision was used by the original
chairman of the Public Bodies Review
Committee in the first instance as a stick
with which to hit the local authorities by
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saying, "Do not overlook the fact that we
have power to put you out of existence in
twelve months".
The committee exerted an overwhelming
power because of that provision. The
original committee bullied, badgered,
coerced and contrived to have various authorities go along with the point of view the
committee attempted to thrust upon them. I
will prove my point in a moment.
I draw to the attention of the House the
terms of reference, virtually, which the
committee was obliged to consider. The
first was whether the objectives of the body
were worth pursuing in contemporary
society. I defy any honourable member who
has spoken to show me in any of the reports
of the committee a statement that the provision of water and sewerage services to
country towns is an object not worth pursuing. Before deciding that the authority
should go out of existence, the committee
had to first establish that the objects of that
authority were not worthy of pursuit. The
committee ignored that provision.
The second reference was whether the
authority accomplished its objectives effectively and economically. The honourable
member for Prahran spoke about shire
secretaries performing the task of secretary
of two or three other authorities. He quoted
an article from the Age newspaper which
implied that, because the shire secretary
held two or three positions as secretary of
various trusts or sewerage authorities, some
inefficiency was involved. He indicated that
they wrote letters to themselves.
I challenge any honourable member who
has spoken in the debate to state that those
officials did not earn their money. Can they
produce one shred of evidence to prove that
the people who held two or three such positions did not earn their money? The Treasurer was a member of the committee and I
defy him to produce evidence that any
person in that role did not earn the money
he was paid.
The Treasurer made an interjection about
"efficiency". What was the measure of efficiency applied? The measure of efficiency
was whether the authority reported effectively to the Government. That seems to be
the only question that arises concerning the
efficiency of various authorities. It seems to
be the basic concept behind the whole

proposal to merge the bodies so that the
Treasurer will have fewer bodies with which
to deal. The measure of efficiency should be
related to the ability of those bodies to provide water and sewerage at economical rates
to the ratepayers.
I do not believe any member of the committee ever asked a ratepayer whether the
water or sewerage services delivered to him
were done so effectively and economically.
That question was simply never asked of a
ratepayer. The only question of effectiveness of economic operation was related to
the accountability of the authority to central
Government.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr B. J. EVANS- If I may answer the
interjectionThe DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Wilton)-Order! The honourable member will
not; he will address the chair.
Mr B. J. EVANS-I am proud of the fact
that the party to which I belong entitles me
to express my own view and not react like a
pea in a pod, which seems to be the case of
the Government benches!
The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Wilton)-Order! The House will come to order.
I remind honourable members of their position.
Mr B. J. EVANS- It needs only one
member of the Australian Labor Party to
speak because all members of that party
speak and react in the same way.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER-Order! I suggest that the honourable member return to
the Bill.
Mr B. J. EVANS-Another issue is
whether or not the structure of the body is
suited to the activities it performs. I have
not seen anything in any of the numerous
reports that have been printed to answer
any of these issues. There are a number of
other questions, which I do not have time to
deal with now. However, let me convey to
the House some of the correspondence I
have received from approximately 80
sewerage and water authorities. The best
response I have received with respect to a
minority report, which I submitted as an
attachment to the last report presented to
the Parliament by the Public Bodies Review
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Committee, came from the Orbost Waterworks Trust and the Orbost Sewerage Authority. Time does not permit me to quote all
of the letter. However, these points were
made:
1. The Water Trusts Association of Victoria and the
Provincial Sewerage Authorities Association of Victoria asked the State Government to amalgamate
Trusts and Authorities where they were under the same
administration. This request was made some years ago
and response was that there were difficulties in amending or combining the two separate Acts. Now it appears
that after spending many hundreds of thousands of
dollars, this Committee has arrived at the same conclusion as the two Associations.

2. A report on the Accounting, Reporting and Auditing Dimension has been produced again at great
expense, yet the Institute of Water Administration in
conjunction with the State Rivers and Water Supply
Commission, the Office of the Auditor-General and
the Water and Sewerage Association were enquiring
into the Accounting procedures for Water and Sewerage administration through a sub-committee formed
for this purpose. An accounting procedures manual
was being produced to standardize the system.
3. Generally the Public Bodies Review Committee's
recommendations have tended to fragment the water
industry rather than improve the administration of it.
The creation of some water boards, some administered
by the Local Government Council as is the Garbage
Service or Sanitary Service, and the remainder under
the control of the State Rivers and Water Supply Commission. Reading through the earlier reports, it was
easy to be led to the conclusion that the local political
climate dictated the type of recommendation e.g.
Water and Sewerage administration in a town with a
population of 350 warrants its own water board,
whereas a town populated by 8000 persons has those
services administered by the local Council, in fact
divided between two Councils. This gives the impression that the Committee has not fulfilled its function of
reviewing the water industry.
4. The Public Bodies Review Committee has made a
major issue of its belief that the bodies under review
did not have accountability to Parliament or for that
matter anyone else. The fact of the matter is that the
Water Act places Waterworks Trusts in the hands of
the State Rivers and Water Supply Commission for
approval for most of their spending. The Act that set up
the Public Bodies Review Committee has a section
which gives the Committee an unlimited budget and
states that it (the Committee) does not have to account
to anyone for the money it spends.
5. On the subject of Secretary's writing to themselves, because they hold that position in a number of
Authorities, this has not been the wish of the local community, but a by product of archaic Acts which Governments of the years seemed incapable of changing,
but the Public Bodies Review Committee laid the
blame with the Authorities concerned.
6. It is the opinion of these Authorities that a
problem that beset the Committee was that they relied
on so many theorists to enquire into the subject,
thereby losing out on the practical knowledge which is
available after years of experience in really supplying
water to the community at a reasonable cost.

That body forms part of the 80 per cent of
water and sewerage authorities that support
the recommendations of the Public Bodies
Review Committee. I quote a letter from the
Gembrook-Cockatoo-Emerald Waterworks
Trust, which is another body that supports
the recommendations that have been made.
That letter states:
Public Bodies Review Committee Minority Report
I refer to your letter dated 30 November and reply as
follows:
The Trust welcomed the review of the Water Industry offered by the P.B.R.c. investigation and has participated fully in its forums. Many good responses have
resulted from these activities, however the general
tenor of your Minority Report struck a responsive cord
with the Trust.
The matters of most concern to the Trust were:
The enormity of the review task.
The haste in which it was finalized.
The lack of decisions in the State Management Structure aspect.
The lack of concrete information on actual efficiencies, economics, costs etc.
The need for further review in difficult areas.
In the matter of cost it is difficult to assess, but some
aspects areTime of staff in participating in review.
Loss of efficiency due to extra workload.
Demoralizing effect on officers and staff of bodies to
be abolished.
I would estimate that the whole exercise has cost in
excess 0[$15 000 on a time basis, although it should be
realized that 50 per cent was necessary as an Industry
review was long overdue.

I quote a letter from the Hamilton Waterworks Trust, which is another body that
supports the recommendations. That letter
states, inter alia:
(C) The costs met by the Sewerage and
Water bodies would be of the order of
$500.00. A letter from the Warracknabeal
Waterworks Trust states:
As the Public Bodies Review Committee is bent on
some achievement the Warracknabeal WaterworksTrust and Sewerage Authority have agreed to form a
Water Board not by choice but by compulsion. The
Shire Council will in no way be involved with water or
sewerage.
As you can imagine the estimate of cost is very difficult, but when you add the many conferences that have
been attended and the time involved in preparing submissions a rough estimate could be $1000.

That is a letter from another waterworks
body that has agreed to the recommendations, but has done so under duress.
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I was interested to note the reaction of the
honourable member for Morwell earlier in
the debate. However, I regret that the
honourable member is not present to hear
what one of the waterworks trusts in the
area that she represents has written about
the minority report. The letter I have from
the Moe Waterworks Trust states:
It was felt that the best method of giving you an
indication of our thoughts was to give answers to the
five recommendations set out on the final page of the
Minority Report. Our replies are in the form of answers
using the five recommendations as questions, the
answers are as follows:
I. Yes.
2. Yes.
3. Yes.
4. Discussion should take place with regards to the
functions but no objective should be achieved by
compulsion only by encouragement.
5. Yes.

I now refer to the Linton Waterworks Trust,
which was referred to earlier by the honourable member for Westernport. I was pleased
to receive this letter from the trust, which
states:
With reference to your letter of 30 November, 1982,
it is desired to advise that this Trust is in complete
agreement with the comments made in the Minority
Report contained in the report of the Public Bodies
Review Committee.
The comments and recommendations in that
Minority Report were a breath of fresh air blowing
away the cobwebs and muddled bureaucratic thinking
which were evident in the Majority Report.

The Pyalong Waterworks Trust had this to
say:
The Pyalong Waterworks Trust is one of the smaller
Trusts in Victoria, but even the cost to date of the
Public Bodies Review Committee is estimated at
$500.00. I would agree with your comment that the
total cost to the community is staggering.

I should like to read all of the letter I
received from the Ballan Waterworks Trust
but again time is against me. That letter
states, inter alia:
I would estimate the cost of this-

this being the discussions and contact with
the Public Bodies Review Committeeto be several thousand dollars in lost time, typing,
collation administration, etc....

When one bears in mind the fact that there
are 340 water and sewerage bodies in
Victoria, which have borne costs ranging
from $500 to $15 000 in compiling submissions to the committee, my estimate of $2
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million as the cost of this Bill to date is a
conservative estimate. The Public Bodies
Review Committee has itself cost the State
something in the region of$500 000. I hesitate to put a fi~ure on what it has cost the
Water CommIssion in the tremendous
amount of time and work involved in its
operations connected with the Public
Bodies Review Committee. As I said, I have
received some 80 letters on this subject and
slightly fewer than 50 per cent agree with the
recommendations of the committee.
In most cases the amalgamations, as they
have been referred to-and that simply
means the merging of two bodies such as a
water trust and a sewerage authority that
serve the same community-have been
sought for many years, as was indicated by
the letter from the Shire of Orbost. There
was no need for an extensive. and timeconsuming inquiry to establish that fact.
Any honourable member worth his salt
would have been able to tell the Government that in 5 minutes. There was no need
to spend $2 million to find it out.
Another matter that concerns me is what
appears to be a move towards the compulsory amalgamation of authorities, mainly
those serving small communities, in the
somewhat strange belief that a wave of the
wand will lead to more efficiency in the
operations of the water trusts and the provision of any sewerage services. Any suggestion of greater efficiency is not based on the .
reality of the way in which the water trustsand they mainly serve small communitiesoperate. In many instances, the commissioners themselves carry out work on a
voluntary basis. If there is a breakdown and
an emergency occurs during a week-end, it
is not necessary to pay people overtime to
have it fixed up. The commissioners go out
and look after the problem themselves.
Many economies are put into operation in
the system as it is at present that will never
be put into effect if the system becomes
professionalized, as seems to be the intention of the Government.
It has been suggested that in some cases, if
the local shire council takes over the running of the authorities, the system will be
more efficient than at present. Is it suggested
that the staff of the municipalities should do
more work for no additional pay? Does the
Labor Government support that proposition?
' .~
~ - ~

~

/

~

'
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Mr Remington- They won't be writing
letters to themselves, though, will they?
Mr B. J. EVANS-If the honourable
member for Melbourne thinks all this is
necessary just to overcome the problem of a
few people around the State writing letters
to themselves for the sake of the record, he
should think about the number of interoffice memos that will be sent in the future.
That is what will happen. Rather than
writing letters to themselves, they will be
writing inter-office memos to other persons.
The interjection by the honourable member
for Melbourne, who, I might add, is a
member of the committee, shows his
complete lack of understanding of the way
in which water trusts and sewerage authorities operate in small country towns. It
may not be a bad idea for him to go round
and speak to some of these people before
sitting in judgment on how they operate and
their efficiency.
As far as efficiency is concerned, perhaps
the Public Bodies Review Committee
should be investigated to see if it is
operating as efficiently as the bodies it is
criticizing.
Mr Gavin-Are you moving that?
Mr B. J. EVANS- I certainly mean it. I
find it very difficult to understand how the
committee could justify the appointment of
a senior research officer at something like
$40 000 a year and the canvassing of the
appointment of an assistant for him at
$30 000 a year. That sort of expenditure is
not justified. The net result of the inquiry
now being discussed is that the various
authorities had to justify themselves. The
consultants, who were also engaged at great
expense, also had to justify themselves by
writing lengthy reports, which were sent to
the various public bodies and the bodies
were expected to respond to those reports. I
am quite sure the honourable member for
Melbourne believes that those fellows who
were so busy writing letters to themselves in
their capacity as secretary of three or four
trusts or authorities would have read all of
the consultants' reports three or four times
just to make sure that they were connected.
That is the sort of logic he is using.
The aspect of the entire exercise that
concerns me most is the fact that
throughout Victoria many people have
served on water trusts and sewerage auth-

orities in a voluntary capacity and their only
motivation has been to do something for the
communities in which they live. The net
result of the activities of the Public Bodies
Review Committee is that those people
have been held up to ridicule. It has been
implied that they have been ripping off the
State. The honourable member for Prahran
quoted an article that appeared in the Age. I
thought it was an infamous article. It is
objectionable that members of the press
should be allowed to write articles of that
kind and give great publicity to a subject
they obviously have not researched.
Mr Gavin-Appeal to the press council!
Mr B. J. EVANS-That is like appealing
from Caesar to Caesar. It has no force whatsoever. The water trust and sewerage authorities that have operated ~uccessfully
throughout the State for many years do not
deserve the reputation that has been thrust
upon them because of the activities of the
Public Bodies Review Committee. As I
said, that committee spent huge amounts of
money on engaging consultants. Indeed, one
of its consultants was the Institute of
Applied Economic and Social Research at
the University of Melbourne.
Mr Remington-An excellent organization!
Mr B. J. EVANS-The Socialists all pipe
up when that is mentioned. It is well-known
that it is a Socialist organization. In making
pronouncements about guidelines for Government business undertakings-and we are
seeing a little more of this recently - the
institute said that Government business
undertakings should produce a real rate of
return on the capital invested. The Treasurer is saying "Yes" to that. There is no
doubt in my mind that, ultimately, the
Treasurer will seek a return for the capital
invested by the State in local water trusts or
sewerage authorities, or water boards or
whatever name they might go under. He is
not saying "No". He is just sitting mute on
this occasion, but I suggest that that is very
much in his mind for the near future. It
would certainly appear from a press report
in this evening's newspaper that that is the
case.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr
Wilton)-Order!/The honourable member
has 2 minutes.'
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The Government will seek a dividend
from the proposed water boards it sets up in
the future. Strangely, the Institute of
Applied Economic and Social Research
from the University of Melbourne did not
believe that that principle should apply to
bodies such as the Victorian Railways and
the Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways Board. No reasons were given for that
belief and I can only assume that the reasons
are basically political. The proposition was
not challenged by the Public Bodies Review
Committee. It seems that that committee
worked on the basis that it was more important to provide cheap transport for the
people of Melbourne than to provide a
drink of water for people in country
Victoria.

Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-The Parliament
has certainly witnessed an historical speech
from the honourable member from Gippsland East. It has been the greatest single
attempt to draw Parliament back to the
eighteenth century. If the honourable member for Gippsland East had his way, that is
the way in which he would manage this
State.
I put it on public record that the work of
the Public Bodies Review Committee has
been the most significant work of any allparty Parliamentary committee in this
State. Without that work, the introduction
of modern financial management in
Victoria would have been jeopardized.
Honourable members interjecting.

Mr JOLLY-Honourable members of
the Opposition would also be better in the
eighteenth century than in the twentieth
century. However, I congratulate the former
Hamer Government for establishing the
Public Bodies Review Committee. There is
no doubt that this was the most significant
decision that Government made. If it were
able to make those sorts of decisions prior to
1982 and at an earlier stage, it may have
remained in power. However, the Liberal
Party became completely out of touch, and
that is why the Labor Party was elected in
1982.
All the members of the Public Bodies
Review Committee worked in the interests
of benefiting Victoria as a whole. Those
mem bers forgot party allegiances and were
just concerned with improving the effi-
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ciency and effectiveness of financial and
economic management in this State. The
detailed studies of the water industry and
the framework in which that industry was
seen, provided an important background
for all Parliamentarians to assess public
expenditure in this State. Before that work
was undertaken, there was very little, ifany,
concentration by the public on what were
appropriate financial management objectives on which to operate in this State.
The honourable member for Gippsland
East referred to the objectives of the water
industry. The truth is that there was no clear
statement of objectives and it was not until
the Public Bodies Review Committee came
along and identified this inherent weakness
in the operation of the water industry that
those bodies attempted to consider clear
objectives.
The committee, headed by Dr Kevin
Foley, conducted work that was significant
to Victoria and Australia and the activities
of the committee have gained world recognition. I had the privilege of serving with a
number of other honourable members on
that committee. That work provided an
important insight into the way in which this
State was financially managed under the
previous Administration. There is no doubt
that the water industry is riddled with inefficiency, and that is a proposition which the
honourable member for Gippsland East
tried to write off. It is my view that the water
industry is riddled with inefficiency, and I
shall indicate why I believe that is the case.
My first remarks relate to the structure of
the water and sewerage industry, which was
adamantly defended by the honourable
member for Gippsland East. The structure
simply reflected a series of historical accidents. That is how the structure developed.
Some 377 water and sewerage bodies are
operating in this State and no one can justify
that number or the structure that existed.
Certainly, the honourable member for
Gippsland East got nowhere with regard to
that proposition. The structure of the water
and sewerage industry caused many problems with public accountability because,
when the committee examined the water
industry in detail, it visited the major
centres around the State and received
deputations from the various sewerage
authorities, water trusts and river improve-
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ment trusts and it was able to ask detailed
questions about the requirements of those
industries. The Public Bodies Review Committee had the opportunity of examining
the financial statements of the public bodies
concerned. The Leader of the National
Party says, by interjection, that I would not
find too much in some of them. Of course,
that was the basic proposition. The financial
statements that were presented by the
various public bodies left a lot to be desired.
There were no guidelines and it was almost
impossible for the State Rivers and Water
Supply Commission to effectively supervise
the operation of those bodies because there
were so many of them.
The financial management aspect was
almost completely ignored under the
previous Administration and the problem
was compounded by the fact that such a
large number of bodIes were in existence in
this State. On many occasions, it meant that
the accounts presented to the committee
were years out of date. In many cases, they
were not audited because of the number of
authorities. The Auditor-General was faced
with such a mammoth job that he could not
complete the audits of many of those organizations on time. Therefore, there was a
complete lack of accountability and, in
many ways, that was due to the fact that
there was such a large number of organizations operating in the water and sewerage
industries in this State.
The honourable member for Gippsland
East claims that he could not find any
problem concernin$ improprieties. That is
not the basic questIon; the committee was
concerned with ensuring that the public
bodies were accountable and that they could
be assessed by the pUblic. The way in which
financial statements were presented and the
fact that they were not presented to Parliament made it impossible for members of
Parliament to assess the water industry. It
certainly made it impossible for the public
at large to assess it. The Government
regards that as a most unsatisfactory position. Many other inefficiencies were discovered and I was amazed at the number of
mystical formulae that were used in investment and resource allocation decisions. The
basis for those decisions was established in
the 1940s and caused great difficulties to
organizations with investment decisions in
the water industry. Resources were allocated in the wrong area because wrong

signals were given to the decision makers. It
was no fault of the decision makers. It was
the fault of the structures and the formulae
that were developed in the 1940s. In a
mixed Capitalist economy like Australia, it
was amazing to see a Soviet economy in a
microcosm operating in the water industry
because the sorts of formulae guiding the
behaviour of the water and sewerage bodies
in this State were the same sorts offormulae
that apply in the Soviet economy. That is a
disgraceful proposition, but it was allowed
to operate and flourish under the previous
Government.
The committee found many examples of
where these organizations had been able to
borrow from the Government at 3 per cent.
This led to a situation where authorities
were borrowing from the Government at 3
per cent, whereas they were investing at a
higher rate of interest which was available
on fixed deposit stock. The honourable
member for Western port interjects that the
Government should improve management.
If the Government were in a position where
it allowed the Cash Management Account
to become such a poor investor, it would be
thrown out of office. That is the sort of
investment policy that was followed and
favoured by the previous Government. The
Labor Party in no way supported that
proposition because it even undermined the
original objective of providing 3 per cent of
the money. It was supposedly to be used to
put pipelines in the ground but all it was
doing was enabling many authorities to
invest in fixed deposit stocks, at lower rates
of interest than the Government as a whole
could obtain. It was therefore a net loss to
the public sector. There is no doubt in my
mind that the industry, its structure, the
guidelines and lack of accountability
showed that the industry was in desperate
need of reform. It was unfair to all the
people involved in the water and sewerage
industry in this State to be forced to operate
within those antiquated guidelines and
structures which needed to be changed and
which were simply a reflection of historical
accidents. There IS no doubt that this Bill
sets in train the first steps to reform the
water and sewerage industry in this State
and I believe it should receive the wholehearted support of all members of this
House, not simply those who are more
enlightened in financial and economic
management.
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I also place on record my con~atulations
to Or Kevin Foley for the way In which he
managed the affairs of the Public Bodies
Review Committee. There is no doubt that
the success of that committee was largely
due to the chairmanship ofDr Kevin Foley.
He ensured that there was detailed consultation with the industry participants. There
was an expectation In the industry that
change had to occur and a realization that
the industry was stagnating and that because
of the way it was structured and the decisions that were made, investment in real
terms in the water and sewerage industry in
this State was falling away. People involved
in the industry were prepared for change.
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Loan Council are not as severe as they were
when the matter was examined by the
Public Bodies Review Committee dunng its
period of operation. This Government will
continue to endeavour to free public bodies
in this State from Australian Loan Council
restrictions, but all honourable members
should be aware that in most cases the amalgamation of various water and sewerage
authorities will not reduce the effective
borrowing power of those public bodies.
Mr Brown-Of course it will.

Mr JOLLY-The honourable member
for Westernport should compare the theoretical proposition and the actual position.
Dr Foley has had the opportunity of In reality, most of the smaller bodies
carrying on that work in another capacity, as operating in this State do not borrow
head of the task force established by the anywhere near the $1·5 million. The
Government, and has been involved in honourable member for Westernport
detailed discussions on how the Public should be well aware of that position. In
Bodies Review Committee recommenda- addition, the organizations that want to
tions should be implemented. That task borrow in excess of $1·5 million already
force is still in train and will make it easier have a facility through the State Rivers and
for organizations to adjust to the new struc- Water Supply Commission lending
ture. However, it should be clear to all arrangements to public bodies. It is
honourable members that the structure of therefore clear that a facility exists to enable
the water and sewerage industry must be the water boards which want to borrow in
changed. The number of bodies in that excess of $1 ·5 million to do so.
industry must be reduced, to bring about
Tbis Government more than any other
more efficient and effective management of Government has been innovative in the
that important area of the public sector. On way it has introduced modern financial
the grounds of economies of scale, the need management techniques and it will
for accountability and the need to reduce endeavour to search out alternative
fragmentation in the industry and to financial techniques to assist the water
develop a coherent water structure in the industry in this State to meet its borrowing
public sector of Victoria, the changes or financial arrangements. Already the
recommended by the Public Review Government has established the Cash
Committee should be implemented.
Management Account and the State
I conclude Iny comments on the issue Development Account, and it is prepared to
raised by a number of honourable mem- look at alternative measures of financing
investment in this State if that $1· 5 million
bers-the borrowing powers of the water proves
to be a restraint on investments.
and sewerage bodies throughout this State
when amalgamation occurs and water
Mr Brown - It will be.
boards are established. Honourable
Mr JOLLY-The honourable member
members opposite would realize that before
the 1982 Australian Loan Council decision, for Westernport persists in making inane
smaller public bodies in this State, such as integections but he should understand that
water and sewerage authorities, were lendmg facilities already exist, and the
permitted to borrow up to $1·2 million. Government will make available alternaFollowing representations from the tive financial measures where justified. The
Victorian Government and the gueensland Government will continue to press, and, I
Government to the Austrahan Loan hope, it will convince the new Federal
Council, that level was extended by Government that there is a need to loosen
$ 300 000, from $1·2 million to $1·5 the restraints on the borrowings of public
million. The restraints of the Australian bodies.
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The issue of borrowing by public bodies is
well understood by the present Government
which will be inviting public bodies who are
involved in amalgamation to indicate the
expected size of future loans and whether
the bodies will be severely restrained by any
amalgamation; the Government will deal
with that problem as it arises. Overall, I lend
my strong support for the Water and
Sewerage Authorities (Restructuring) Bill. It
is one of the most significant measures to
come before the House and represents a
dramatic improvement in the structure of
the water and sewerage industry in this State
and reflects the magnificent work of the
Public Bodies Review Committee. There is
no doubt in the world that the $2 million or
so expenditure by that committee on
research into the public sector in this State
was more than justified and represented a
leap forward in public sector management.
Mr BURGIN (Polwarth)-After listening
to the Treasurer one could form the opinion
that he does not have the fault of being
modest. One would think that he brought
into existence the Public Bodies Review
Committee, instituted it, designed it,
controlled it and achieved its eventual
outcome.
Mr Jolly- You did not listen.
Mr BURGIN-I listened very carefully.
Honourable members cannot accuse him of
false modesty. He seemed to have the view
that, so long as it was big, it was beautiful.
Many of us know that valuable packages
come in small parcels.
Over the many years that the trusts have
been looking after water and sewerage in
Victoria, they have done a magnificent job.
It is time for a review of those trusts and the
previous Government took the actions to
establish that review and set up the
chairman of the committee to examine the
trusts. I wish it could have set him up a few
more times!
It came through clearly from the Treasurer's speech that these bodies must be
responsible to Parliament-to a central
authority.

Mr Gavin- What is wrong with that?
Mr BURGIN - I wonder what is wrong
with their being responsible to the people
they represent, to whom they report every

year and to whom they go for election each
year. If that is wrong, somebody from the
Government benches should stand up and
say so. Honourable members do not hear
much from the Government benches.
Mr Miller- You did tonight.
Mr BURGIN- That is right, and that
brings me to the next point. I am glad that
the honourable member for Prahran has
reminded me of this. One matter of which
the Public Bodies Review Committee
should be ashamed is the matter that the
honourable member for Prahran dared to
raise in his speech. The way the members of
that committee, in its early days, set up that
inside inquiry on selected items that they
had picked up through the inquiry is to their
everlasting shame. I am glad it did not
happen again, but I will never forgive the
members of that committee for the way in
which they set up that situation. It was the
dirtiest trick that has ever been played on
local water and sewerage trusts in Gippsland where it happened, and those members
of the committee who took part in it should
be ashamed of themselves. I am pleased to
say that, since that time, the committee
settled down and did a tremendous amount
of excellent work.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
Edmunds)-Order! Honourable members
will cease interjecting.
Mr BURGIN - It is nice for the honourable member for Prahran to get offhis chest
something that has been there for a long
time. We, as members of Parliament,
should have more integrity than to do what
was done in that instance. I am surprised
that the honourable member for Prahran
should raise the matter.
The Public Bodies Review Committee
did an excellent job in assessing the needs of
the water industry, once it got over its initial
hiccups. I do not know that the recommended 160-odd groups is the optimum
number. Only trial and error will show that
for the future. It is a much smaller number
than the original of more than 300, but I am
not sure whether it is the optimum number
for the maximization of efficiency and
community interest that must be taken into
account in all of these matters. I am not
capable of assessing that; I will have to wait
to see how things work out.
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I do not understand the reasoning behind
some of the committee's recommendations.
As an example, I will name two different
trusts, just plucking them from the airtrusts such as Shepparton and Colac. Shepparton is bigger than Colac, yet Shepparton
seems to have some problems. It is being
told that it should amalgamate with and
have administration from the city, whereas
Colac is to continue as it has always been
and I am pleased for Colac's sake, but I
wonder how the committee came to some of
its decisions. Its decisions are not
explained.
Mr B. J. Evans-The committee was
supposed to give reasons, but it did not do
so.
Mr BURGIN-I realize that. That is why
I have problems in assessing some of the
recommendations.
I have received a number of interesting
letters from many parts of the electorate of
Polwarth and beyond. One which I wish to
take up came from the Shire of Leigh which
handles the Bannockburn District Waterworks Trust. It has been recommended that
that trust should go into the administration
of the Geelong Waterworks and Sewerage
Trust. The Bannockburn District Waterworks Trust objects strongly to that and I
back its objections wholeheartedly.
Mr Simpson - There are seven votes in
it!
Mr BURGIN-For the benefit of those
Government supporters who would not
know what goes on in the country, it is not in
the electorate ofPolwarth. I would have the
same view if some of the small waterworks
trusts around the metropolitan area were
being forced into the administration of the
Board of Works. In my view, the Geelong
Waterworks and Sewerage Trust is as big an
octopus as the Board of Works. It enjoys a
reasonable degree of success in administering the Geelong area, but it has no affinity
with the little towns that surround Geelong
and, in particular, it has no affinity with the
Bannockburn District Waterworks Trust.
Honourable members interjecting.

The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
Edmunds)-Order! The honourable
member will ignore interjections.
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Mr BURGIN - I am ignoring them, but
let me tell you, Mr Speaker, that when
Government supporters begin stating the
views of the people whom they represent in
this House, I will begin to believe what they
say. At this time, honourable members have
not heard from any of the honourable
members representing Geelong. I hope I can
shame them into making a contribution to
the debate before too much longer.
However, the Bannockburn District
Waterworks Trust is diametrically opposed
to being forced into the administration of
the Geelong Waterworks and Sewerage
Trust. I back that small trust. Perhaps it
should amal~amate with some other
smaller trusts In the area, but it must have
that affinity of community interest and
must not be forced into amalgamation with
the Geelong trust.
The only other sPecific problem that I
find with the report of the Public Bodies
Review Committee-and perhaps I have
put the wrong interpretation on my reading
of it-is that I get the impression that
opportunities were taken of downgrading
the State Rivers and Water Supply Commission. If I am wron$ in that contention, I
apologize, but that IS the way it came
through to me on my reading of the report.
From where I sit, and to jud~e from the
work I have been involved In with the
Water Commission, its administration and
the way in which it has administered the
trusts, I have nothing but praise for the
commission. Certainly some of its methods
could be improved, but I cannot accept the
downgrading of the administration of the
commission, and I will fight to try to
achieve a different situation there.
Perhaps a small part of a letter to the
Secretary of the Public Bodies Review
Committee, dated 24 March 1982, in relation to these matters and concerning the
discussion on river improvement and
drainage trusts may be ofinterest to you, Mr
Speaker. The letter states:
This Committee representing the Shires of Winchelsea, Otway, Leigh, Colac, Barrabool, Bannockburn, City of Colac, and Lough Calvert Drainage Trust
wishes to make the following submission in relation to
the Barwon River and its tributaries:

I hope members of the Government who
represent those areas are listening. The
letter continues:
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"That we adhere most strongly to the opinion that
the State Rivers and Water Supply Commission should
maintain control of the Barwon River and its tributaries-including the Leigh River, Warrambine Creek,
and Moorabool River-from their source to the river
mouth. However we have no objection to the continuation of the status quo with relation to management of
the river system within the Municipalities of Newtown,
Geelong, South Barwon, and Bellarine."

Apparently some 80 per cent of Victoria's
water trusts and sewerage authorities are
willing to amalgamate. I am very much
against the section contained in the Bill that
allows the Minister to decide-at his own
whim - what will happen to the other 20 per
cent of water trusts and sewerage authorities. It would be totally wrong for a MinI agree with the idea the shires put forward ister to have that power becauSe I have
and am pleased to say that the Public Bodies suffered at the hands of the present Minister
Review Committee accepted that recom- of Water Supply. Whenever these decisions
mendation.
are made reasons should be given and time
I draw the attention of the House to the should be allowed for discussion. The
Wye River scheme. The Shire of Minister says that there will be time for
Heytesbury, the Heytesbury Sewerage discussion but he will make the final deci. Authority, the Shire of Heytesbury sion .
Waterworks Trust, the Shire of Hampden,
I shall give an example to the House of the
the Terang Sewerage Authority, the Shire of
same
Minister making a final decision.
Warrnambool, the Shire of Warrnambool
(L.G.B.), the Caramut Water Supply and the Many discussions were held with the
Peterborough Waterworks Trust, stated in a Minister on the Wye River Water Supply, a
letter dated 7 March that they agree with the small trust which will be amalgamated with
recommendations that have been put other trusts. Wye River is one of the biggest
forward by the Public Bodies Review country towns in Victoria to be left without
Committee for that area, but, the letter, a water supply. It is situated in one of the
which was addressed to Or Foley who is the highest fire-prone areas in the Otway
Chairman of the Water Structures Task Ranges and has only one access road-the
Great Ocean Road - which leads in and out
Force, also stated thatof it. There is no other access road, there-the Heytesbury Sewerage Authority and the Shire fore, the township can be completely cut off
of Heytesbury Waterworks Trust be merged with the
Shire of Heytesbury (as recommended in the P.B. and yet, after hearing all the discussions, the
Minister to whom the Bill is giving the
Report)~
authority
to make the final decision for
-the Shire of Warmambool (L.G.B.) Caramut
Water Supply and the Peterborough Waterworks Trust compulsory amalgamation, made the
be merged with the Shire of Warmam boo I (as recom- decision that he would defer the water
mended in the P.B. Report)~
s~pply to Wye River indefinitely. He
-the Terang Sewerage Authority be merged with the offered no reasons.
Shire of Hampden~

-the Lismore Derrinallum Waterworks Trust
continue to exist as a separate entity~

The shires did not agree with the recommendation for the Lismore Oerrinallum
Waterworks Trust. Finally the letter states
that:
... the State Rivers and Water Supply Commission
continue to provide and retail water throughout the
Otway region on the same basis as at present.

Once again, because the scheme crosses so
many municipal boundaries and trusts, the
shires are strongly in support of the State
Rivers and Water Supply Commission
continuing to administer the Otway
scheme, which goes right through to Warrnambool. I hope the task force will accept
that consensus throughout the district and
accept that recommendation from that
group of shires.

I have written twice to the Minister
asking for his decision in writing and for the
reasons for making that decision; I have still
not received his answer in writing. I am not
willing to $0 along with the present Minister
or any MInister who has the authority to
make the final decision to amalgamate
those groups without giving reasons and
without time for final discussions after the
reasons have been given. I hope an amendment is brought forward to correct that
matter during the Committee stage. Generally, I have no other complaints with the
Bill. It will experience teething problems
and disputes from time to time but that is
only to be expected when a Bill of this type is
introduced. I am adamant that the 20 per
cent of water trusts and sewerage authorities
should not be forced to enter into something
that is completely against their will and at
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the whim of a Minister who offers no
reasons and does not allow time for final
discussions to take place.
Mr POPE (Monbulk)- I am a member of
the Public Bodies Review Committee
which the honourable member for Gippsland East referred to as the "Mutual Admiration Society". It would appear from the
comments made by the honourable
member for Gippsland East that there is
little admiration between him and the
Deputy Leader of the National Party. The
Deputy Leader of the National Party spent
some time explaining the workings of the
Public Bodies Review Committee over its
two and a half years of development, and it
is a pity the honourable member for
Gippsland East was so negative. I take it
that his comments relating to the committee
"bullying, coercing and badgering", people
throughout rural Victoria are aimed at his
Deputy Leader and the other members of
the Public Bodies Review Committee,
which was formed in 1980.
If there is a division on the Bill, as has
been foreshadowed by the Deputy Leader of
the National Party, I trust that the National
Party will be in favour of the Bill with the
exception of one amendment, also foreshadowed by the Deputy Leader. It will be
interesting to note how the honourable
member for Gippsland East votes.
The Bill that was initiated by the Public
Bodies Review Committee and the honourable members for Kew and Prahran, the
Deputy Leader of the National Party and
the Treasurer, outlined the workings of the
previous Public Bodies Review Committee,
its good work in serving the State for two
and a half years and the development of the
sixth report which, in essence, is the Bill
before the House.
The compoSItIon of the former
committee has been forgotten by many of
the speakers for the OpposItion and
certainly by the honourable member for
Polwarth, who condemned the previous
committee and yet still believes the new
committee is following the right path. I
remind him that the former committee
comprised 6 Liberal Party members, 1
National Party member and 3 Labor Party
members. The present committee comprises 6 Labor Party members, 4 Liberal
Party members and 2 National Party
members.
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The honourable member for Polwarth
made a few salient points. The starting point
of any restructuring was brought about by
the work of Dr Foley and the committee
from 1980 until the end of 1981 to early in
1982.
The present Minister of Water Supply,
using the recommendations of the sixth
report, formed a Water Structures Task
Force. The composition of that task force
was outlined in the second-reading speech.
It was headed by the previous honourable
member for Boronia Province, Dr Kevin
Foley, and had and still has as its members:
Commissioner D. J. Constable, State Rivers
and Water Supply Commission, Mr R. W.
G. Evans, Divisional Engineer, Local Authority, State Rivers and Water Supply Commission, Mr E. McL. Holmes, Department
of Accounting, University of Melbourne,
Mr J. C. Maglen, President, Institute of
Water Administration and Mr I. R. Pawsey,
Secretary, Victorian Water and Sewerage
Authorities Association. Supporting the
task force is a secretariat consisting of Mr
W. L. Halse who is the Secretariat Director
and who also happens to be the Manager of
the Lilydale Sewerage Authority, Mr R. M.
Bugeja, Mr R. S. Campbell and Mr W. L.
Wealands from the Water Commission.
They are practitioners within the area of
water administration. One must remember
that fact because it has been clouded in the
debate that has ensued so far.
What honourable members are talking
about is the development of a number of
committees and task forces whose members
are practitioners within the water industry
and not fly-by-night Parliamentarians who
have spoken to one or two sewerage authorities or water trust secretaries who might
disagree with the recommendations or who,
as my' colleague the honourable member for
St Kilda suggests, have an axe to grind.
The objectives of the Water Structures
Task Force set up by the Minister of Water
Supply are well outlined on page 2754 of
Hansard. I shall go through those objectives
because I think they have been lost sight of.
The objectives of the task force are:
(a) To provide recommendations to the Minister
which would permit the implementation of all those
recommendations of the sixth report of the Public
Bodies Review Committee other than those where the
Government has directed otherwise;
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(b) to provide a consultative forum through which
agreement can be reached on any outstanding matters
arising from the Public Bodies Review Committee
sixth report or related implementation arrangements;

the State Rivers and Water Supply
Commission and the Melbourne and
Metropolitan Board of Works.

(c) to erovide supervision to the task force secretariat
responsible for detailed research and assistance to the
task force;

There has been consultation across the
board in the preparation of the proposed
legislation. The honourable members for
Gippsland East and Polwarth, who unfortunately have left the Chamber, are wrong if
they believe that there has not been any
consultation and expertise involved in the
framing of this measure.

(d) to provide a point of reference and co-ordination
for working groups on the report of accounting procedures convened by Mr E. MeL. Holmes.

The preparation of the proposed legislation
was based on those objectives. It is important to understand who was involved in the
preparation of the Bill. It was not people
who did not have any idea of what exists
within the water industry, it was practitioners within the water industry. If one
. looks at page 2754 of Hansard one sees that
the task force was assisted by a working
party comprising Mr A. Dewar from Moe,
Mr E. J. Robbins from Colac, Mr R. A.
Fletcher from Morwell, Mr B. O'Brien from
Mount Beauty, Mr M. L. Whelan from
Cobram, Mr J. F. Shaw from Benalla, Mr R.
J. Worland from Hamilton and Mr B. E.
Leach from Ballarat.
Practitioners within the water industry
from all over Victoria assisted in the preparation of the Bill. They are people who
have greater expertise than myself and most
assuredly those members of the Opposition
who decided to condemn the proposed
le~slation. There has also been consultation
WIth the staff and employee unions that are
concerned with the proposed legislation.
Since 1980 when the Public Bodies
Review Committee was set up, honourable
members had expectations about changes
occurring without knowing how they would
affect the staff and employees of the water
and sewerage authorities throughout the
State. It is to the credit of the previous
Public Bodies Review Committee that it
endeavoured to keep all staff associations
and unions up to date with exactly where its
deliberations were going. Indeed, the Water
Structures Task Force has met with the
Federated Municipal and Shire Council
Employees Union, the Municipal Officers
Association, the Australian ·Workers
Union, the Victorian Public Service Association, the professional engineers and
employer bodies representing the various
water and sewerage authorities, such as the
Municipal Association of Victoria, the
Victorian Water and Sewerage Association,

The purpose of the Bill is fairly simple
and straightforward. As a number of
speakers from both sides of the House have
commented, this Bill, although simple, is
probably one of the most important Bills to
come before the Parliament-certainly
since I have been a member-and it should
be taken in a serious way. Some of the
previous speakers have not taken it
seriously.
The purpose of the Bill, as stated at page
2751 of Hansard, is to provide for the
restructuring of Victoria's non-metropolitan urban water and sewerage authorities, to empower the creation of water
boards responsible for supplying both water
and sewerage services, and to enable the
transfer to municipalities of the functions of
certain water and sewerage authorities.
It is in that light that the previous Public
Bodies Review Committee in its sixth
report and the new Public Bodies Review
Committee and the task force and working
party have looked at the matter and have
recommended that the 375 separate public
bodies developed since the middle of the
nineteenth century be reduced to 93 water
boards, and with local councils taking over
various responsibilities, the number will be
reduced to a total of 162.
Honourable members have heard that
there is an 80 per cent acceptance of the
recommendations. There seems to be some
heated debate about what should happen to
the other 20 per cent. It is obvious from
what the honourable members for Polwarth, Westernport and Gippsland East
have said that there is some disagreement
among authorities throughout Victoria. It is
only natural that if one is going to take away
the authority which existed in a number of
these water and sewerage authorities that
there will be a feeling of threat. The honour-
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able member for Gippsland East quoted
various letters he had received following a
minority report which he prepared but
which was not supported by his National
Party colleague from another place. It is
certainly not supported by the honourable
member for Rodney, if one can read
correctly his speech during the debate
earlier this evening.
The objectives of the Bill are well outlined
in clause 4. It would not hurt some members
of the Opposition to realize what those
objects are. The Bill states:
4. (1) The objects of this Act are(a) to create interim administrative arrangements
designed to facilitate the effective and efficient operation of the urban water industry in Victoria;
(b) to make that industry more structurally coherent
and to reduce its geographical and functional fragmentation:
(c) to reduce the total number of bodies responsible
for the supply of water and sewerage services;

(cl) to define the role of the Minister in the development of new structures and procedures in the urban
water industry; and
(e) to promote the more efficient, economic and
effective allocation and utilization of the State's water
resources.

Is it those objectives that are being opposed
by a few speakers from the Opposition
benches? If so, I should like to understand
why they object to those aspects. U nfortunately, the situation has existed since the
middle of the nineteenth century, when
these boards started to develop a certain
amount of inefficiency. That has been
recognized by all parties.
As I mentioned earlier, there will always
be some discontent when authority is
removed from certain areas. However this
Bill is the result ofa number of years of hard
work by the previous and present Public
Bodies Review Committee, various consultants engaged by the committee, the new
Water Structures Task Force, working
parties developed by that task force and by a
number of practitioners who have contributed to this proposed legislation, and
which the honourable member for Gippsland East keeps forgetting.
The Bill is one of the most important
pieces of proposed legislation that has been
in this Parliament, certainly since I have
been a member. It should be accepted by all
sides of the House.
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Mr McNAMARA (Benalla)-The House
is discussing an important Bill that will
affect the future of many country communities. Although a number of aspects in
this proposed legislation are commendable,
I take issue with a number of the proposals
and also the direction that has been shown
to date by the Water Structures Task Force,
which is chaired by Dr Foley.
As members on this side of the House are
aware, the feeling seems to be that big is
always better. There appears to be a definite
lack of understanding by some members of
the Public Bodies Review Committee of the
difficulties that some rural communities
face. If they come within a rifle shot of a
particular area, the community is lumped
into one. Many of these areas have had
different communities of interest dating
back 100 years.
I commend the contribution by the
honourable member for Gippsland East
because he alone, as a member of the
com.mittee, has been prepared to defend the
interests of country people. Other members
of the committee, particularly Government
members, seem to be completely over-run.
Mr Simpson-Why do you not listen to
your Deputy Leader?
Mr McNAMARA-He is not on the
committee. When the Deputy Leader of the
National Party was a member of the
committee, he was aware of the problems
faced by people in country areas. Honourable members will soon realize the real
concern that all members of the National
Party have to ensure that the best result for
all country ratepayers is achieved when the
proposed amendments are introduced in
the Committee stage of the Bill.
There are areas where this Bill will lead to
improvement and members of the National
Party welcome that. A number of water
authorities in the electorate I represent have
been waiting for the opportunity to amalgamate. They are thankful that the proposed
legislation will provide that opportunity.
Other areas seem to be compelled by the
direction of the task force to amalgamate
unwillingly. Any unwilling marriage of that
kind is doomed to failure before it starts.
It is interesting to look at the object of the
Bill, as stated in clause 4 (1) (b). That object
is to make the industry more structurally
coherent and to reduce Its geographical and
functional fragmentation. Some of the
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recommendations proposed will only lead
to fragmentation.
I will deal with one area in which some
members of the committee seem to have
complete tunnel vision. The main problem
comes from some of the Gucci Socialists on
the Government benches.
Mr Gavin- Who?
Mr McNAMARA - The honourable
member for Prahran is an obvious one.
That is an instance of the new Labor affluent
trying to direct country effluent.
I will briefly read a letter from the
Nagambie Waterworks Trust and
Nagambie Sewerage Authority addressed to
Dr Foley. The letter refers to the recommendation that suggests the amalgamation,
under the Goulburn Water Board, of the
Nagambie Waterworks Trust and the
sewerage authority. This is a good example
of a case where amalgamation is agreed to in
some areas and where it is not practical in
others. The letter states:
Both of these authorities are anxious to proceed with
the amalgamation of their respective functions in the
Nagambie township area. They recognize the considerable advantages which will accrue by a combined
administration.
However, the inclusion of the Lon~wood Waterworks Trust in the proposed board remams an obstacle
which prevents agreement with the recommendation.
As explained at our meeting at Shepparton, the
Nagambie water and sewerage authorities are
convinced that Longwood water management should
remain solely in the hands of its own residents. The
following reasons are identified:
(1) The Na~mbie authorities have no direct interest
or accountability to the Longwood residents and they
see the proposal as a threat to the efficiency of the new
board (the diverting of maintenance resources to Longwood when required will deprive the Nagambie authorities of those resources);
(2) By whatever criteria is applied, the Longwood
residents have minority representation of the board.
Conversely, the Longwood representatives would have
no direct interest in water and sewerage management in
Nagambie and their places on the board could be better
filled by Nagambie residents;
(3) The Longwood residents are served by voluntary
labour by their commissioners at no cost. This is
entirely attributable to the fact that those commissioners have a direct say in the affairs of the trust.
No-one expects the volunteer labour to continue in the
event that the trust is effectively administered from
Nagambie with minimal Longwood representation;

That is a clear instance of a reduction in efficiency. It is an authority that does the bulk
of its work on a voluntary basis and is to be
included in a bigger conglomorate administered in a town 38 kilometres away.

There will be a lack of interest by those residents in the decisions that will be made. The
letter continues:
(4) There is little or no "community of interest"
between Nagambie and Longwood. Longwood resident's interests are centred on Euroa, the Hume
Highway and the Melbourne-Sydney Railway.
Nagambie has closer ties to Shepparton, Seymour, the
Goulburn Valley Highway and the MelbourneShepparton Railway.

Again there is no community interest, but
trying to explain this to Dr Foley is like
talking to a brick wall. We have explained
our arguments and he has ruled them out.
The letter goes on:
Your proposal that an "Advisory Committee" be
appointed at Longwood to overcome these objections
is not acceptable. Such a committee as proposed in the
legislation has no meaningful authority in the local
context. A Longwood "Advisory Committee" would
merely supervise whatever voluntary labour was still
available in that district.
The authorities can identify no advantage by the
inclusion of Longwood water administration in the
functions of the Goulburn Water Board.

This is the point that the honourable
member for Gippsland East has been
making time and again, where definite
advantages can be shown, those bodies
should operate together, but when an
authority with a different community
interest and which is miles away and operates on a different community basis, there is
no rhyme or reason to combine the two
together. The National Party has an
adequate proposal to remedy this situation
and it deserves serious consideration and
support for all members in this House.
The letter continues:
The only reason so far offered to them has been the
bureaucratic convenience of absorbing Longwood into
some larger authority.

It is the same bureaucratic attitude that "big
is always better", and it has been proven in
many instances that this is not the case. The
letter goes on:
This Trust, and the Nagambie Sewerage Authority
cannot as.:ree to the recommendation in its present
form untIl some significant and convincing reason is
offered for the administration of Longwood water
supply by the new Board.

There has never been any detailed reason
given why this board should be included.
Longwood does not want it either.

Constitution (Local Government) Bill

A letter from the Longwood Waterworks
Trust to Dr Foley reads:
Dear Sir.
Further to my two previous letters re the proposed
amalgamation of the Longwood Water Works Trust
into what will become the Goulburn Water Board, may
I stress that the Nagambie Water Trust and this Trust
have no differences to iron out. It is just that both
Trusts feel that Longwood would be better served by
retaining its own Trust.
Since its inception in 1893, this Trust has been more
of a Community Project, all the Commissioners being
voted in by the ratepayers, and the biggest majority of
the works being undertaken by the Trust have been
done by voluntary community labour.

The Longwood \Vaterworks Trust does not
want to come into an authority that will
have all the overheads that a larger community will impose upon it. There are many
instances where it has been logical that these
authorities amalgamate. The sewerage and
water authorities at Nagambie have been
waiting to amalgamate and the Bill will give
them the opportunity. There are other
instances where it is not practical to amalgamate and, during the Committee stage,
amendments are proposed and serious
consideration should be given to these
amendments by all members of Parliament.
Mr SIMPSON (Minister of Public
Works)- This has been a very interesting
debate. When I was first given the carriage
of this Bill, I made some inquiries from
those within the authority. When I heard
that in excess of 80 per cent of water trusts
and various sewerage authorities supported
this Bill, I believed this Bill would pass
through the House more quickly. It has been
amazing to hear the various arguments.
This is good for the Parliament of Victoria.
Where there are these differences, this is
where they should be aired. I know this will
come as a shock to most honourable
members, but I made a misjud~ment. I
really thought the debate would finlsh much
quicker than it did.
A number of points have been raised by
members of the Opposition and the
National Party, and I am happy to say that
they have been answered. I was somewhat
confused with the lead speaker for the
Opposition, the honourable member for
Western port, because I could not determine
whether or not he intends to support the
Bill. I will have to wait until the motion is
put to determine that. I cannot work out yet
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whether the Deputy Leader of the National
Party and the honourable member for
Gippsland East intend to have a cup of tea
together after this is over, because they seem
to be poles apart. However, I am sure they
will resolve these differences after the
debate is over. The relevant points raised by
the honourable member for Westernport
have been fully answered by the honourable
member for Prahran and by the Treasurer.
I was a little disappointed at some of the
criticism of members of the previous Public
Bodies Review Committee. When one considers the status of the people on the committee, and the positions they now hold, it is
apparent that that criticism was
unfounded.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was read a second time and
ordered to be committed.
. Mr SIMPSON (Minister of Public
Works) (By leave)-In concurrence with the
lead speakers for the Opposition and also
for the National Party, by leave, I move:
That the Clerk be empowered to correct the words
"Water and Sewerage Authorities (Restructuring) Act
1982" wherever occurring in the Bill to "Water and
Sewerage Authorities (Restructuring) Act 1983".

The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was committed.
Clause 1 (Short title)
Progress was reported.
JOINT SITTING OF PARLIAMENT
La Trobe University Council
A message was received from the Council
acquainting the Assembly that the Council
had agreed to meet with the Assembly for
the purpose of sitting and voting together to
recommend three members of the Parliament of Victoria for appointment to the
Council of the La Trobe University, and, as
proposed by the Assembly, concurred with
the place and time of such meeting.
CONSTITUTION
(LOCAL GOVERNMENT) BILL
Mr WILKES (Minister for Local
Government)- I move:
That this Bill be now read a second time.

The Bill as passed in another place
masquerades as one aimed at introducing
adult franchise for municipal elections. This
is not the Bill introduced by the Government. In fact, it is an emasculation of the
plans of the former Liberal Government

3396

ASSEMBLY 22 March 1983

and the expressed and clearly endorsed
policies of this Government. For these
reasons the Government will be moving
significant amendments to the Bill at the
appropriate time.
The Bill as at present framed can be seen
as a partner of the Local Government
(Municipal Council Elections) Bill which I
will introduce to the House later this day.
They are in fact companion Bills. On the
one hand the Constitution (Local Government) Bill deals with the principles of the
new franchise, and on the other the Local
Government (Municipal Council Elections)
Bill provides the machinery for the implementation of these principles. The weaknesses in this Bill are reflected in the other.
Therefore both will need change.
In the main, this Bill amends the Constitution Act 1975. Honourable members
will not require reminding that in 1981 the
previous Government introduced legislation to replace the existing property franchise for local government elections with a
residential franchise, plus representation for
property owners and occupiers.
Generally speaking, we, as the then
Opposition, supported the move and felt it
was long overdue. It was in this light that we
hastened to enshrine these principles in the
Melbourne Corporation (Election of
Council) Act 1982. It is noteworthy that on
the occasion of that legislation going before
another place all parties adhered to well
established principles and policies and
passed the legislation.
This Bill does not parallel the principles
found in the Melbourne Act. It is a clear
demonstration that the majority in the
Legislative Council has three separate rules;
one for the time when it was in government,
another when the City of Melbourne is
concerned and yet another when the other
210 Victorian councils are affected. Let me
demonstrate the validity of this argument
by outlining the major provisions of the Bill
before the House.
Clause 2 deals with the entitlement to
vote in municipal elections and has been
lauded as the introduction of adult franchise
for council elections. Indeed, it does more
than this; it clings to the anachronism of
multiple property-based voting entitlements. It is therefore not just adult franchise
but a property franchise as well.

Constitution (Local Government) Bill

As such it topples the principles which
j¥ere acceptable for the Melbourne City
Council; throws (}Ut policy commitments of
the previous GoveromenVWhich, I remind
the House, was the architect of the Bill, and
discards the principle of one vote, one
value. This action is not acceptable to the
Government.
/'
/
In addition, this ~lause'provides for automatic enrolment ofnon-r~ident ratepayers.
In fact then, it not only allows for multiple
enrolment for individual, properties, but
does not provide an adequate mechanism
for the preparation of roll~.
This shortcoming in the/present law was
clearly outlined by Mr Alistair Nicholson,
Q.C., following the Richmond inquiry.
Pages 865 to 877 of the transcript of that
inquiry gave ample grounds for criticizing
these provisions. Suffice to say that the
authors of this Bill are creating rolls for
municipal elections which may not delete
enrolees who are duplicated by being entitled to vote on the adult franchise basis as
well as by property entitlement. Additionally, they are leaving the gate open for
"dead votes".
Mrs Patrick - Rubbish!
Mr WILKES- The same principles that
the shadow Minister for Local Government
calls "rubbIsh" were enunciated by the
former Minister for Local Government.
Despite the absurdity of the comment of
the honourable member for Brighton and
the undemocratic nature of these provisions
there is another reason for concern - the
turnabout of the now Opposition from its
principles of 9 months ago, and indeed 15
months ago, when the then Minister for
Local Government, who is still with us
today as the honourable member for
Honourable
Lou
Benambra,
the
Lieberman, played a different role.
During the Committee stages of the
debate on this Bill I will demonstrate more
precisely the specific instances of the former
Government's turnaround. Suffice it to say
now that there is ample evidence that in its
days of Government the current Opposition's leopard had different spots. In those
days, for whatever reason, it supported
adult franchise rather than property franchise. It supported enrolment for absentee
owners by application, and supported one

Local Government Bill

nominee in situations where there were
multiple owners. What a turnaround! The
Opposition appears to have lost its
memories, its marbles, or its moralsperhaps all three.
The other major element of the Bill
relates to the entitlement of people to stand
for election to councils. This provision
includes all those entitled to vote, with the
exception of those enrolled citizens who are
not subjects of Her Majesty. This provision,
of course, is saying, "We will accept your
rates, your taxes, your contributions to our
cities, towns, shires and boroughs, but you
cannot offer yourself for election."
Mr Speaker, it appears that one can vote
but that one is a second-class citizen if one
wants to stand for council. It is an age-old
doctrine that in a democracy those entitled
to vote oUght to be entitled to stand for election. This Bill ignores this dictum and
perpetuates a ~oup of second-class citizens.
It shows no faIth in the ballot-box being the
final arbiter and it shows nothing but
contempt for those who make a great contribution to our multi-cultural society.
In sum, this Bill does not go far enough to
enable municipal government to take its
rightful place as the government closest to
and truly reflective of the local community.
It contains anachronisms, exclusions and
inadequacies which will be the subject of
amendments at a later time.
On the motion of Mrs PA TRICK
(Brighton), the debate was adjourned.
It was ordered that the debate be
adjourned until Tuesday, March 29.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT (MUNICIPAL
COUNCIL ELECTIONS) BILL
Mr WILKES (Minister for Local
Government)- I move:
That thi& Bill be now read a second time.

As I indicated in the second-reading speech
for the Constitution (Local Government)
Bill, this Bill is partner legislation. The
intention of the Bill, as passed in another
place, is to provide the process by which
adult franchise, or rather this hybrid version
of it, can be brought to municipal elections.
Unfortunately, as outlined earlier this
day, the Bill does not represent the Government's views, policies, or aspirations for
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local government in this State. Indeed it
does not represent municipal government's
hopes for itself. It does not ~o far enough
towards the Government's aIm of making
elected councillors more representative and
more responsible.
It does not ensure that elections are held
under conditions which are generally in line
with those for State and Federal Parliaments. It does not remove some of the
anachronistic restrictions currently placed
on people who might offer themselves as
candidates for the position of councillor. In
short, the Bill provides the machinery for
changes outlined in the Constitution Bill
and reflects that Bill's weaknesses.
Indeed it does not recognize that the
Government has acted to move quickly in
this area. It fails to acknowledge that a task
force was established to develop the new
system for roll preparation and that this
group included representatives from the
Municipal Association of Victoria, the
Institute of Municipal Administration, The
Victorian Institute of Rate Administrators
and the Commonwealth and State Governments.
In addition, the Bill overlooks that the
Government, the 211 municipalities in this
State and many public servants have
worked long and hard on the preparation of
truly democratic and sound rolls for municipalities.
Nevertheless, let me examine the provisions of the legislation and in so doin~ offer
some indication of the Government's Intention to amend the Bill.
There is a continuation of the practice of
making the oath of allegiance mandatory for
all elected councillors which conflicts with
the Government's view that such compulsion is unnecessary and unfair. Our view is
that councils should be more open, accessible and less restricted. A mandatory
provision of this nature works against these
principles. The Government does not,
however, believe councillors ought not take
such an oath if they so wish.
Clause 3 deals with procedures for the
preparation of the municipal electoral roll.
These provisions are built on the provisions
outlined in the Constitution Bill, which I
have already indicated are outmoded,
anachronistic and produce a shandy-
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perhaps similar to the National-Liberal
parties mixture-rather than a pure adult
franchise.
Clause 4 deals with the day on which elections for councils can be held. It indicates
that councils ought to be able to opt for elections to be held on either a Thursday or a
Saturday.
Mr Maclellan-An option like late night
trading?
Mr WILKES- I would not even have
suggested late night trading in a measure
such as this and I would have thought that
the results of the by-election for Springvale
held last Saturday would have indicated to
the Liberal Party the popularity of its policy
on late night trading! It is a clear policy of
the Government that, so far as possible,
council elections should reflect provisions
of their State and Federal counterparts.
We believe there should be a council election day for the whole of Victoria and I
remind the House that, in line with this,
Saturday polling was agreed to, in a break
with tradition, for the Melbourne City
Council election. That was agreed to by all
parties represented in this House and in the
other place.
Clause 7 has two objectives: Firstly, it
aims to continue the practice of optional
compulsory voting. Once again, on the
grounds of consistency with Australian
tradition at the State and Federal levels, the
Government believes compulsory voting in
council elections is most desirable.
Secondly, this clause maintains the current
absurd and discriminatory requirements
regarding voting regulations and the fines
associated with councils which have
compulsory voting. It is the Government's
intention to amend these provisions.
In toto the Bill represents a massive
reversal of well-publicized and well
received policies of the Government. It
continues the practice of holding people
back from local government rather than
encouraging their participation. It puts at
risk the possibility of real adult franchise for
council elections in 1983 and it ignores the
great work of many people in preparing the
ground for this most important initiative.
Most importantly, it attempts to replace
widely accepted and endorsed legislation
introduced into another place with a meek
and deceitful alternative which this
Government cannot accept.

Adjournment

As indicated earlier, I shall be moving
important amendments at the appropriate
time to make this Bill a package to fulfil the
Government's election promise on the election of councils.
The major principles of democracy,
accessibility and responsibility will be
enshrined in the Bill which will be sent to
another place-and if I had the opportunity
I would explain that more fully.
The- SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
Edmunds)-Order! The honourable gentleman does not have the opportunity now, as
that is out of order.
Mr WILKES-In that case, I repeat: The
ma-jutpnnciples of democracy, accessibility
and responsibility will be enshrined in the
Bill which will be sent to another place and I
will commend it both then and, indeed,
here.
On the motion of Mrs PA TRICK
(Brighton), the debate was adjourned.
It was ordered that the debate be
adjourned until Tuesday, March 29.
ADJOURNMENT
Police stations in Narracan electorate Crown Corningware coffee potsFreeway connections - Balwyn High
School- Geelong Training PrisonDangers of saunas - Probation officers
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
Edmunds)-Order! The time appointed by
Sessional Orders for me to interrupt the
business of the House has now arrived. The
question is that the House do now
adjourn.
Mr DELZOPPO (Narracan)- The
matter I direct to the attention of the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services
concerns the lack of funds provided by the
Government to provide payments for
policemen serving on call in the electorate I
represent. Because of the lack of funds,
police stations at Drouin, Neerim South,
Trafalgar, Rawson and Erica, in the electorate that I represent, can no longer provide 24 hours on-call service. To try to overcome the problem, the police have installed
answering services on their telephones.
This has led to silly and dangerous situations. A garage proprietor in Trafalgar went
to the trouble of installing a burglar alarm
that was designed to ring at a 24-hour
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manned police station in the event of a
burglary. Because of the lack of funds
provided by the Government, that police
station was not manned and an answering
service was installed. The burglar alarm
rang, telling the answering service that an
intruder was in the garage. Unfortunately,
the police did not learn about the incident
until 9 o'clock the next morning when they
played the records of calls received during
the night.
In the debate tonight, an honourable
member suggested that it was stupid for
people to write to themselves, but the idea
of one machine talking to another is equally
stupid. Another example is at Leongatha
where a family disturbed and captured an
intruder who had broken into their house.
They had to detain the intruder while police
travelled 58 kilometres to apprehend and
take him away. The situation is not good
enough and the police are angry about it.
They are being unjustly criticized by the
community and, in spite of the fact that the
police superintendent for the area, Superintendent Snell, has said that the funds have
not been provided by the Government for
after hours on-call services, the public is still
angry.
I believe that a considerable amount of
the Minister's budget has been used during
the recent bush-fire emergency in Gippsland. Extra police will be required during
the Easter period and the snow season when
large numbers of tourists flock to the Mount
Baw Baw snowfields in the Narracan electorate. I ask the Minister to make funds
available so that the citizens of the electorate can rest more peacefully in their beds
and so that police can provide the service
that the community deserves.
Mr SHELL (Geelon~ West)-I direct my
remarks to the MinIster of Consumer
Affairs. In June last year I raised the matter
of Crown Corningware coffee percolators
that were being sold in Victoria and had
been sold for some time. An accident had
occurred in which a person received scalds
and burns to his arm and body. The coffee
pot was withdrawn from sale in the United
States and Canada and advertisements had
been placed in newspapers asking users of
the coffee pot to return it. It had been found
that the adhesive that had stuck the handle
to the jug became brittle over a period of
time and would break without warning with
the potential to cause harm.
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I asked the Minister of Consumer Affairs
to investigate whether the coffee pots were
still being sold and, if so, I suggested that
they should be withdrawn from the market
and recalled from households using them. I
recei ved a letter from Crown Corningware
Ltd on 13 July denying the allegations and
indicating also in a letter of 20 October in
response to the Minister of Consumer
Affairs that the adhesive being used was a
locally-produced adhesive. The letter did
not indicate that the composition of the
adhesive was any different from the one
being used in North America. On 13
December the Minister of Consumer
Affairs advised his counterpart organizations in the Federal sphere and other States
about the potential danger of the coffee pot.
I ask the Minister whether a response has
been received from his Federal counterpart
or other States concerning the coffee pots,
whether he has received any comment from
the United States of America and Canada,
whether it is a fact that the coffee pots are no
longer on sale in Victorian markets and
whether the coffee pots should be recalled to
ensure that Victorians are not harmed by
the adhesive breaking loose.
Mr LEIGH (Malvern)- I raise a matter
for the attention of the Minister of Transport, but as he is not in the House I direct it
to the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services, who is at the table. When the
Premier was opening the Ballarat by-pass
road several weeks ago, he stated that inner
city roads were a waste of money and that
the Government would not be proceeding
along this line and, as with other parts of the
world, nothing more would be happening in
that area. However, I received a letter dated
23 February 1983 from the Minister of
Transport. It states:
In October, I commissioned a study within the Planning and Policy Division of the MinistI)' to exan:tine
the whole Werribee-Mulgrave corridor, mcluding the
Malvern section. This study is now underway and its
results will be announced with the Government's
"Green Paper" on Transport Planning in mid 1983.

It concerns me that the Premier has said
that nothing will be done with freeway
connections in this State and yet one has
only to drive home on the South-Eastern
Freeway at 6.30 p.m. to realize that the
traffic moves at a snail's pace most of the
way.
An Honourable Member- How long has
this been going on?

3400 ASSEMBLY 22 March 1983
Mr LEIGH-Since 1929. One must say
that both Liberal and Labor Governments
have been responsible for the situation.
Studies have been taken out and tunnels
have been proposed, together with all sorts
of solutions. What concerns me is what will
happen with the Green Paper. It may be
nothing more than just a kite-flying exercise. I urge the Minister of Transport to
examine the situation, or for the Premier at
least to support the concept of connecting
freeways worth hundreds of millions of
dollars. It would seem ludicrous, firstly, if
the freeways are not connected and,
secondly, consideri~gthat private motorists
in Victoria are paying for the public transport policies of the Government, that
private motorists are not entitled to a ring
road freeway connection. I su~est that the
Minister address himself to this matter.
Mrs SIBREE (Kew)-The matter I raise
for the attention of the Minister of Education concerns the Balwyn High School in the
Kew electorate and possibly concerns other
schools within the Minister's responsibility.
Last week the matter was brought to my
attention and I wrote to the Minister, but
unfortunately, the matter has become
urgent. The drought has broken, which is
good news in many respects, but it means
the children can no longer have lessons in
the gardens outside the school. The situation arises because approximately 40 to 50
new students have been enrolled at Balwyn
High School and the library reconstruction
programme has been delayed because of red
tape and delays by the Government.
Apparently the programme will soon
begin and a couple of class-rooms will be
made available once the current library
moves into the new premises. As a result,
the school is suffering severe overcrowding.
For some time the school was promised
temporary module 5 class-rooms. Some
class-rooms arrived a month or so ago, only
to be taken away because they were not the
right type for Balwyn High School and were
for another school.
Following further inquiries from the
regional office, the school was advised that
temporary class-rooms will not be provided
because of the needs for bush-fire relief.
Apparently the class-rooms are required for
schools in burnt-out areas. Unfortunately
one disaster has followed another to make it
a fairly complicated situation. Will the
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Minister clarify the situation about whether
the temporary class-rooms are available?
Have all class-rooms gone to relieve the
bush-fire situation? Will he examine the
situation urgently and provide some indication of when the class-rooms will be forthcoming?
It is grossly unfair that 50 children are
attending classes in corridors, laundries and
so on. As I indicated earlier, some classes
were even being held in the gardens around
the school, but with the recent rains, conditions have become a little damp. I imagine
other schools are faced with a similar
problem and are being told that temporary
class-rooms are going to the bush-fire areas.
I urge the Minister to examine the
problem.
Mr DICKINSON (South Barwon)- I
refer the Minister for Community Welfare
Services to the Geelong Training Prison and
she is no doubt aware of two break-outs
which occurred during prisoners' exercise.
Apparently with resurfacin$ over many
years, the height of the training exercise
yard has risen by 4 feet compared with the
outside wall ground level. The recent breakout occurred when a diversion took place in
the exercise yard and detainees assisted a
prisoner over the wall.
The Minister has undertaken to investigate the matter and I wonder what action
has been taken either to improve the electronic devices that can be placed on top of
the wall or to place broken glass or some
other device on the wall to prevent further
detainees from absconding. These escapes
caused considerable concern to people in
Geelong who hear radio reports immediately these events occur. I am sure the
Minister is familiar with the situation in
Geelong.
Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster)-On 4
November last I asked a question on notice
of the Minister of Health. The question
asked:
Whether he is taking action with regard to the findings of the Commonwealth Institute of Health that
vigorous exercise immediately after a sauna bath
constitutes a health hazard by placing a great strain on
the heart?

The other day I was flabbergasted to receive
an answer from the Minister prepared by his
most excellent and wise assistants in the
Health Commission. The answer stated:
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My department has no knowledge of the existence of
the "Commonwealth Institute of Health" or its findings. I would be pleased to investigate the institute's
findings if the honourable member for Doncaster could
provide further details concerning the institute and its
findings.

I draw the attention of the Minister to an
extract from the Commonwealth Government Directory 1982. Under the heading,
"Institutions", Commonwealth Institute of
Health, the University of Sydney is mentioned and a telephone and telex number is
listed. The acting director is listed as
Professor D. A. Ferguson, the section head
is Associate Professor G. Berry, the
nutrition consultant is Professor A. S.
Truswell and the occupational and environmental health officer is Professor D. A.
Ferguson.
This is one of the most distinguished
health bodies in the Commonwealth of
Australia but the illustrious Health
Commission in Victoria has no knowledge
of this body or its findings. I draw the attention of the Minister to some of the findings
on sauna baths. Heat strain can adversely
affect and slow the heart beat. It may slow
the flow of the blood supply to the heart.
The effect on blood pressure of sitting in
water as hot as 90 degrees centigradewhich is generally the heat of a sauna bathand then plunging into cold water of 40
degrees centigrate can be plain disastrous to
the heart and the arteries. Madly dilated one
minute and savagely constricted the next,
arteries are subjected to major stress, as
eventually are other body organs, especially
the kidneys, the heart and the liver.
Most sauna users have not the faintest
idea of the harm they can do to themselves.
I know anum ber of colleagues in this House
use the sauna and it is scandalous that the
organ of this Government, the Health
Commission, cannot advise members of
this House and the public in general of the
possible harm of the indiscriminate use of
the sauna bath.
I ask the Minister to have his advisers get
off their tails and correctly answer a number
of questions I have placed on the Notice
Paper. I will continue to repeat this exercise
in this House and draw attention to the
grossly insulting way they are treating
responsible members of the Opposition in
this place.
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Mr SALTMARSH (Wantirna)-I refer a
matter concerning the probation system in
Victoria for the attention of the Minister for
Community Welfare Services. On 12
February this year at a specially convened
meeting of the Probation Officers Association of Victoria, the Minister made a
startling announcement that she was
dispensing with, and breaking down, the
partnership and fine working relationship
between the Department of Community
Welfare Services and the Probation Officers
Association of Victoria.
The Minister indicated that the partnership would cease on 30 June this year. The
people at the meeting were further incensed
when it was released that part of that breakdown included an undertaking by the Minister that nineteen co-ordinators throughout
Victoria would be sacked. The coordinators were performing a magnificent
task in building up the Victorian probation
system to a state where there was a gradual
~rowing confidence in the probation system
III the courts, by magistrates, amongst the
Police Force and within the community in
general.
The Minister indicated that the nineteen
co-ordinators were to be sacked and that
there would not be any replacement officers
in rural regions. In place of these eighteen
co-ordinators, eight correctional field
service officers were to be appointed to the
metropolitan regions. According to the
Probation Officers Association of Victoria,
whose members have worked in this field
for a long time, there is no way the eight
correctional field service officers will
provide anything like the service and
support to the probation system which
previously existed in this State. It is also a
fact that in the Victorian regions, where
strong co-operation existed between the
departmental officers, the probation system
worked extremely well. Conversely, in those
regions where departmental officers have
not provided the maximum co-operation
and support, the probation system has not
been working well.
It is of grave concern to the probation
officers and to many people throughout the
community that the past responsible
actions of the probation officers of this State
will now be denied and they will be replaced
by a few professional workers in only eight
metropolitan regions.
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The damage to morale done to the probation officers by the announcement on 12
February this year has been very serious.
However, I understand that since then the
Minister for Community Welfare Services
has realized her errors and her stupidity in
that decision, and has indicated to many of
these regional committees that she is now
prepared to negotiate in an effort to salvage
probation. I am concerned to understand
why the Minister is now prepared to negotiate and why she had not thought through
the situation before she took this destructive action on 12 February last.
The Minister should issue a statement on
the negotiations; on whether she is prepared
to abandon the disastrous statement of 12
February, on whether she is prepared to still
wait for the report that she indicated she will
be receiving from her Correctional Services
Council, which will not be presented until
December this year, and on whether she is
prepared to hold in abeyance this present
destructive action until she has received the
report from that official body and thereby
encourage again a responsible, caring attitude on the part of the whole community in
providing an effective community-based
probation service in the State.
Mr FORDHAM (Minister of Education)-The honourable member for Kew
voiced her concern about the Balwyn High
School. I am familiar with the matter raised
by the honourable member. It should be
noted that there has been an unexpected and
significant increase in student enrolments at
Balwyn High School. That increase in indicative of the standing of that school, as it is
of a number of State schools within the
community, which have attracted an
increased number of students, well above
what was anticipated by those schools and
by the administration of the Education
Department.
The increased enrolments are a Statewide phenomenon and I will be releasing
some statistics tomorrow to illustrate the
extent of this movement. However, the
increased enrolments and the bush fires
have resulted in placing a squeeze on the
spare accommodation that was available in
stock within the Education Department.
Therefore, the department is in significant
difficulties in meeting the needs of the
Balwyn High School and the needs of a
handfull of other schools.

Adjournment
I have commissioned an immediate
building programme for additional relocatable class-rooms through officers of my
department and Public Works Department.
Those relocatable class-rooms will be available later this school term. However, in the
meantime I am endeavouring to locate any
spare relocatable class-rooms in any corner
of Victoria in an endeavour to meet the
needs of Balwyn High School. I will ensure
that the honourable member for Kew is kept
informed of that additional class-room
provision as soon as it is made available.
Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services)- The honourable
mem ber for N arracan referred to the difficulties the Police Force in the Gippsland
area is having in providing services outside
normal operating hours. Last week the
honourable member for Westernport also
referred to this matter. The honourable
member asked me whether I would make
further funds available so that additional
police protection can be provided at these
various police stations in the Gippsland
area.
The honourable member bases his
request on the supposition that the Treasury
is a bottomless pit from which funds can
constantly be extracted. Yet the honourable
member and those around him are also
constantly critical of any suggestion of a
deficit on the part of the Government and
resolutely oppose any and every suggestion
that is made for the raising of additional
Government revenue.
It is difficult for the honourable member
to have the matter both ways. He wants to
have his cake and eat it. Nevertheless, I am
conscious of the matter that he brings to the
attention of the House and I will discuss it,
as I have already indicated to the honourable member for Western port, with the
Chief Commissioner of Police when I see
him next Monday, noting that the position
is one which is, In statutory terms, within
his operational control of the Police Force.
The honourable member for Malvern
raised the question of the Malvern connection between the Mulgrave and SouthEastern freeways. I will draw his comments
to the attention of the Minister of Transport, adding them to the many other representations on the subject which he has
already received from innumerable
sources.

Adjournment

The honourable member for Doncaster
raised once again the matter of answers to
the many questions on notice which are
currently in his name. I recall the Minister
of Pub~ic Works, who is obliged to shoulder
the costs of the honourable member's
curiosity, estimating that the costs simply of
producing the honourable member's questions week by week are in excess of $7000.
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When the honourable member for
Wantirna indicated that the system was
functioning very well, he must have spoken
to magistrates different from those to whom
I speak, because over the years there has
been great criticism by the courts of the
probation system. Although it has some
effectiveness and there has been some
improvement in recent times, probation is
used in Victoria as an alternative sentencing
It may be that the honourable member for option less frequently than it is used in other
Narracan might care to discuss his desire to States.
have more money available for police overThe Government of which I am a memtime with the honourable member for Doncaster, who prefers to have it squandered on ber will not run away from its statutory
the production of this weekly Notice Paper. responsibilities in this regard. The changes
Perhaps some sensible proposal might arise the Government has made are in the best
interest of the probationers and of the
from that discussion.
community. It is instructive to note that
Mrs TONER (Minister for Community individual probation officers do not share
Welfare Services)- The honourable mem- the anxiety concerning the changes
ber for South Barwon raised the matter of an expressed by the honourable member for
escape incident at Geelong Training Prison Wantirna or the executive of the Probation
and a weakness in the wall, which led to the Officers Association of Victoria. The
escape. I am conscious of that physical changes involve my department assuming
situation, which enhanced the capacIty of responsibility for the management of the
prisoners to climb over the wall. Indeed, the probation service. In recent years, the
former Minister for Community Welfare Liberal Government withdrew from the
Services was also conscious of that situa- responsibility, while at the same time
tion.
providing inadequate funding and inadequate resources to allow the Probation
The expert, whom the Government had Officers Association to recruit, train and
examining prison security, visited Geelong supervise honorary probation officers.
prison on the day after the escape and he
As it is the Government's view that it is
made certain recommendations relating to
that situation. At present the administra- our statutory responsibility to provide a
tion in my department is addressing itself to satisfactory service, we will not palm it off
those recommendations. For security on honorary groups. From my many discusreasons, until the changes are effected, I do sions with honorary probation officers, I
not want to indicate the physical weak- know that their main concern is to supervise
nesses in the system, other than to say that probationers. They want the administration
over the past 25 years there has been a to function effectively so that they can
certain amount of neglect in improvements achieve that. I recognize that the probation
to physical facilities in this area and, as a service is not as good as the community
consequence, significant changes need to be would like and it is my intention that the
made. Consideration was given to the proposed changes should improve the
particular situation and the need to raise the service.
height of the wall. I expect that in the imMy department is appointing seven fullmediate future a temporary arrangement time correctional services officers in the
will be made but that is no substitute for metropolitan regional offices and their
modern prison facilities throughout the m_ajor task will be to work with probation
State and, in the long term, the Government officers and to recruit new probation
will be moving towards that end.
officers. I shall continue to support the work
The honourable member for Wantirna of the Probation Officers Association of
raised the question of recently announced Victoria to provide mutual support.
changes to the delivery of probation
I had a productive meeting with the
services. The changes arise out of a Govern- executive of the association on Friday, at
ment commitment to strengthen probation. which I indicated my intention to ensure
Session 1983-124
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that no- region would be disadvantaged. Had
the honourable member for Wantirna
listened at the February meeting, instead of
being concerned to promote poison and disharmony amongst the honorary probation
officers, he would have heard me say that I
intended to ensure that no region would be
disadvantaged. The changes will not be seen
as denigrating in any way the role of
individual honorary probation officers.
The Government is committed to a
community based probation service which
relies on volunteers working with officers of
my department to achieve the personal
supervision of probationers and which links
them to other community services in local
areas. The test will be over time and, within
a year, I believe the honourable member for
Wantirna will understand that my decision
was the correct one, even if he does not
realize that at this time.
I note the suggestion that the study of the
Correctional Services Council into adult
probation should precede any administrative changes. This suggestion indicates a
failure to understand what the study is
about. It is not concerned with the
administration and management of
probation, it is concerned with legislation
and the processes of probation. We are now
dealing with a different matter.
Administration and management must be
properly in place. The honourable member
should be aware that there are unsupervised
persons in the metropolitan area.
As I said at the February meeting, no
country region will be disadvantaged, and
negotiations are taking place with those
regions that presently employ probation
officer co-ordinators. I have made a
commitment that funding for relevant
country regions and the southern region will
be continued until 31 December and, as I
also pointed out at the February meeting,
between now and then they can apply for
community service grants for volunteers
within the regions. No disadvantage will be
suffered and the Government will move to
provide a community based probation
service that really works.
Mr SPYKER (Minister of Consumer
Affairs)- The honourable member for
Geelong West raised, as he did last year, the
matter of a constituent of his being badly
scalded by the breakdown of a Crown
Corningware coffee percolator. Having had

Adjournment

the percolator examined, I can understand
the anxiety of his constituent and his own
anxiety.
I issue a warning to people who use those
percolators, which I have been advised are
no longer for sale at retail outlets. What
happens is that, when they are submerged in
hot water, the adhesive substance that
bonds the lid and the handle to the bottom
of the percolator loosens and, when the
percolator is filled with hot fluid and one
attempts to pour from it, the handle comes
off and the hot fluid spills everywhere. The
percolator holds quite a large quantity and it
is a dangerous product. I urge people who
have this type of percolator to be very
careful when using it.
As the honourable member indicated, I
wrote to the consumer affairs authorities in
every State and the Commonwealth
detailing the dangers of the product. I am
still waiting for responses from the other
States. As a more positive Federal
Government is now in office, we will shortly
be arranging a meeting of all State and
Federal Ministers concerned with consumer
affairs to examine particularly the
withdrawal of unsafe products from the
market-place. The previous Federal
Government displayed very little interest
when I raised the matter at the conference of
consumer affairs Ministers at Hobart. The
then Federal representative was not
interested in the withdrawal of unsafe
products from the market-place. Now that
we have four State Labor Governments and
a Federal Labor Government, product
safety and the withdrawal of unsafe
products will have a high priority of
discussion among Ministers. That will
ensure that the situation that arose in this
case will not occur again.
The product is very dangerous and the
most concerning aspect of the matter has
been that, although the product was withdrawn from sale at retail outlets in Canada
and the United States of America, the previous Federal Government did not see fit to
take that sort of action in this country. I can
assure the honourable member that now
that we have a Federal Government of a
different complexion action will be taken.
When I receive responses from the other
State authorities and the new Federal
Ministry, I will advise the honourable
memher accordingly.
The House adjourned at 11.9 p. m.

Questions without Notice
Wednesday, 23 March 1983
The Speaker (the Hon. C. T. Edmunds)
took the chair at 11.6 a.m. and read the
prayer.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
TAXATION REVENUE
Mr RAMSA Y (Balwyn)- I ask the Treasurer whether it is a fact that taxation
revenue per head of population in Victoria,
which was only $2 a head higher than in
New South Wales last year, is now estimated by the Australian Bureau of Statistics
to be $43 a head higher this year. Is it also a
fact that Victoria received a slightly higher
proportion of general revenue funds from
the Commonwealth this year than last
year?
Does the Treasurer now recognize that his
Government bears the primary responsibility for this growing disparity between the
cost of government in Victoria and the cost
of government in other States of Australia?
Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-It is a pity that
honourable members opposite did not take
the same interest in financial matters before
3 April last year, because in point of fact
Victoria would not have been in the financial mess it was last year if they had taken
the same interest in financial matters. As I
indicated yesterday the Government has
endeavoured to keep taxation charges to a
minimum.
lfonourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
Edmunds)-Order! The House has started
off in a very fractious mood this morning. I
ask all honourable members to cease interjecting.
Mr JOLLY-As honourable members
opposite know, without the action of the
Government in restoring financial order in
this State, there would have been a serious
liquidity position for Victoria. The Government introduced a process to restore financial stability to the State and will continue
that process.
VICTORIAN DAIRY INDUSTRY
AUTHORITY
Mr ROSS-EDW ARDS (Leader of the
National Party)- I refer to the inquiry into
the activities of the Victorian Dairy
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Industry Authority and the Ministerial
statement which was made in another place
yesterday by the Minister of Agriculture.
Can the Premier advise the House why the
two former Ministers concerned with the
responsibility of the authority were not
asked to give any evidence to the committee
of inquiry or given the opportunity to give
evidence to the committee of inquiry?
Mr CAIN (Premier)- The group that was
asked to carry out this investigation was
given certain terms of reference and it was
left to them to determine the means and the
avenues of inquiry to satisfy those terms.
For the Government to suggest otherwise
would be to question the objectivity of the
group that was charged with the responsibility of carrying out this important investigation. I point out that it should not have
been left to this Government to carry out
such an inquiry in the first place. If there
had been apprehension and concern about
matters of this kind on the part of the
Liberal Government, the investigation
should have been carried out before the
Labor Party came to office.
I have indicated the answer to the question: The process to be followed by the
people charged with the responsibility was
for them to determine, and that is what they
did. If there is some question about the decisions or recommendations made by that
inquiry, there will be ample opportunity
given in this place tonight for that to be canvassed. At the request of the Leader of the
Opposition in another place, arrangements
have been made for the statements to be
made available in this House today. The
Government suggested that it should be
done this morning, but that was not convenient to the honourable member for
Warrnambool. Therefore, it will take place
at 8 o'clock tonight. As a departure from the
normal arrangement for Ministerial statements-I understand it is accepted by the
Opposition - I suggest that the two former
Ministers of Agriculture be given an opportunity to speak, if they wish; a representative of the National Party and a speaker
from the Government, by way of reply, will
also be able to speak on the matter.
BUSH-FIRE APPEAL
Mr F. P. SHEEHAN (Ballarat South)Will the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services inform the House of the decisions

3406 ASSEMBLY 23 March 1983
that have been taken by the Government as
to who will receive the benefits from the
bush-fire appeal?
Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services)-All honourable
members are deeply indebted to those who
have given generously-and in many cases
till it hurt-to the bush-fire appeal fund.
The Government recognizes that it was the
intention of those people who have given to
the fund that the donations be used for the
benefit of people who suffered in the Ash
Wednesday fires and for that purpose alone.
The Government will ensure that that wish
is respected, in common with all the other
intentions of those who have made the
money available. However, the Government also recognizes that in January and
February Victoria passed through a bushfire disaster whose magnitude and devastation may have been approached in some
prior stages in the history of the State, but
which has certainly never been exceeded.
In these circumstances, the Government
believes there should be a departure from
the normal emergency relief arrangements.
The same benefits that are made available
to victims of the Ash Wednesday fires from
the appeal fund should be extended from
consolidated revenue where victims of the
fires of January and February, 1983, are
concerned. The Government believes that
is a move which is right and proper and will
have the support of all Victorians.
STATE TAX CHARGES
Mr LEIGH (Malvern)- Is the Treasurer
able to confirm that this year Victorians will
pay $150 a head more in State taxes and
charges than residents in any other State?
Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)- I would not rely
on any figures presented to the House by the
honourable member for Malvern, or the
honourable member for Balwyn for that
matter. The Government has indicated in
the Budget process the basic reasons why
taxes had to be increased this financial
year-it is because of the incompetence of
the former Liberal Administration. We
inherited a position in which wages were
being paid by overdraft-that was happening in hospitals-and cash balances were
being run down. In those circumstances, we
obviously had to increase some taxes in
order to restore financial order. The height
of economic lunacy was revealed when

Questions without Notice

we had the opportunity of examining the
performance of the previous Government.
The previous Government had left $25 million lying on the floor of the Transport
Regulation Board instead of having it
invested. We have overcome that problem
and we will continue to improve the financial management of the State.
RACECOURSES
Mr McGRATH (Lowan)-Now that
there has been a direction that two racecourses in Victoria are to be delicensed, can
the Minister for Youth, Sport and Recreation advise what the legal position will be
with the trainers, jockeys and racehorses
who will be allowed to continue to train on
the delicensed courses?
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
Edmunds)-Order! The honourable member's question is out of order. He is seeking a
legal opinion from the Minister. I shall
allow the honourable member to reframe
his question.
Mr McGRATH-Can the Minister
advise what the position will be for the
jockeys, trainers and racehorses who will be
allowed to continue training on the delicensed.courses?
Mr TREZISE (Minister for Youth, Sport
and Recreation)- I presume the honourable
member wants to know what would happen
if a jockey or someone else were injured at
the training track that is not a licensed racecourse. I am sure that all licensed persons,
such as strappers and jockeys, are covered
under the Victoria Racing Club insurance
fund in the metropolitan area and on
country courses committees would be
covered under the Country Racing Council
insurance fund.
I presume that delicensed courses will
revert to being Crown land, which will then
become the responsibility of the committee
of management controlling the particular
land. All committees of management for
sporting grounds in Victoria, not only racecourses, are, I believe, covered under the
Crown lands insurance scheme. Therefore,
on licensed racecourses, all jockeys and
trainers will be covered by the racing insurance funds and, on delicensed courses, it
will be a matter of consultation with the
committee of management that is responsible for the particular. land.
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OLYMPIC GAMES
Mr SHELL (Geelong West)-Can the
Minister for Youth, Sport and Recreation
inform the House what decisions the
Government has made to assist the participation in the 1984 Olympic Games of the
Australian team?
Mr TREZISE (Minister for Youth, Sport
and Recreation)- The Government and, I
am sure, the whole Parliament and the
people of Victoria are fully behind the
Australian athletes, particularly the Victorians, who will be going to the Olympic
Games in 1984-the winter Olympics in
Yugoslavia and the summer Olympics at
Los Angeles.
To show the sincerity and dedication of
the Government to the assistance of the
Victorian athletes who are going to the
games, the Government has decided
proudly on behalf of the people of Victoria
to make a contribution of twice the amount
given by the previous Government-in fact,
by any previous Government-towards the
target of $350000 set by the Victorian
appeal committee. The Government is prepared to give $100 000 towards that
$350000 in an effort to assist the Victorian
committee to reach this target. The chairman of the appeal, Sir Donald Trescowthick, informed me that, following our
incentive in giving the assurance of that
donation, the Victorian business community immediately offered to provide an
extra $50000 to follow the Government's
lead.
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Mr JOLLY {Treasurer)-As the honourable member should be aware, when the
Government introduced the Budget last
year it indicated that the Melbourne and
Metropolitan Board of Works would be
making a contribution based on the equity
of the State in that organization. Discussions have been held with officials of the
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works and myself and officials of the Office
of Management and Budget and I assure
honourable members that there will be no
need to increase Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works charges as a result of the
dividend this financial year.
HIGH SCHOOL STAFF
Mr HANN (Rodney) - I ask the Minister
of Education whether he is in breach of his
own agreement with the Victorian Secondary Schools Association because he has
failed to ensure that adequate staff have
been employed at a number of high schools,
particularly country high schools in Victoria. If so, what action is he taking to ensure
that these staff are provided as quickly as
possible?

MELBOURNE AND METROPOLITAN
BOARD OF WORKS DIVIDEND

Mr FORD HAM (Minister of Education)- The Government is not in breach of
any agreement. However, there certainly are
a number of vacancies in some high schools
and technical schools, not only in the
country but also in some metropolitan
areas. This year there has been an unprecedented and unexpected significant increase
in enrolments for State secondary schools.
Some 6000 additional students are enrolled
in high schools over the figure for last year
and 3500 more students are enrolled in
technical schools, a total of9500, 7500 more
than was planned for by the department.
The planning followed the parameters that
had been used over a number of years by the
Education Department.

Mrs PATRICK (Brighton)-I ask the
Treasurer whether the Government will
require the Melbourne and Metropolitan
Board of Works to pay $30 million dividend
to the State. Will thIS impost create extra
cost on Melbourne and Metropolitan Board
of Works rates to householders, and, if not,
will the Government require the Melbourne
and Metropolitan Board of Works to pay
even more?

A number of factors are involved in this
unexpected increase. Firstly, undoubtedly,
is the economic situation. Due to the situa~
tion in the employment market, a-significant number of young people in years 11
and 12 have chosen to return to school
rather than to join the dole queue. The same
situation has been reported in Catholic
schools.

We wish the athletes well in the Olympics
next year, particularly the Victorians. As a
Government, we intend to keep Victoria the
premier sporting State of Australia.
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The other aspect that has contributed has
been- the consc:ous efforts that have been
made by the high and technical schools to
broaden curriculum offerings within the
senior years of secondary education and this
has also started to attract a higher retention
rate in the schools. That is needed in country areas. It was supported by the previous
Federal Government and is supported by
the present Federal Government that we
need a better educated and better skilled
community.

Questions without Notice

was concerned to see in the Geelong Advertiser of 14 March a headline stating:
Kennett promises Victorian Government a torrid
time

In the Border Morning Mail of 15 March a
further headline stated:
Libs right for battle

One does not know what they are battling,
but certainly they have not done too well
since!
Mr Kennett- What has that to do with
The consequence has been that in a num- the question?
ber of schools the teachers have not been
ROPER - I am identifying the source
able to be provided. For example, at pre- ofMr
the
sent, there is a shortage of approximately 30 tion. attack by the Leader of the Opposimaths/science teachers, about half in the
country areas and half in the metropolitan
During this session he claimed that a
areas. The situation with these teachers has vigorous attack would be made on the Govbeen made more difficult because of the ernment's decisions in relation to the Queen
demands of the business community in Victoria Medical Centre. As the attack did
recruiting maths/science teachers from the not occur last week, I thought the Governeducation system and from the universities. ment should have the opportunity this week
The Government has taken steps to over- of reporting progress on a major Governcome the difficulties. Advertisements have ment initiative which is aimed at providing
been placed in newspapers, and other a necessary health service for the people of
advertisements will be placed this week- the south-eastern suburbs and, incidentally,
end, seeking full-time and part-time providing significant numbers of jobs.
teachers, particularly maths/science
Work on the project has commenced.
teachers. Arrangements have been made for Over
the past eleven months, there has been
an additional course to be undertaken at the a movement
towards the commencement of
Melbourne College of Advanced Education work and work
two weeks ago.
this year specifically for maths/science Earthworks are commenced
currently
in
progress.
teachers for 1984.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
The State College at Hawthorn takes in Edmunds)-Order! I remind the Leader of
persons with mathematics and science the Opposition that interjections are disqualifications who teach part-time and are orderly. The Minister should ignore them.
trained part-time. Discussions are currently
Mr ROPER-It seems that his attack is
continuing with a view to starting a course
at that institution in May this year to pro- by interjection.
vide some of the additional staff that are
The SPEAKER - I again call the Leader
required in our high and technical schools. of the Opposition to order. I have already
pointed out that interjections are disorderly.
QUEEN VICTORIA MEDICAL
CENTRE
Mr ROPER-Work has now commenced on the project at huge cost. It is
Mr GRAY (Syndal)-Is the Minister of important that the people of the area have a
Health aware of the attacks by the Opposi- modem hospital, and the Government
tion on the Queen Victoria Medical Centre believes the 1961 promise of the then
relocation project at Clayton? If so, will he Liberal Government should not be delayed
inform the House of recent decisions by the any longer.
Government on that matter?
The SPEAKER-Order! I have warned
Mr ROPER (Minister of Health)-I am the Leader of the Opposition twice, and I
aware of the unnecessary attacks by the will not take any step other than the final
Leader of the Opposition on the project. I one next time.
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Mr ROPER-Work has now commenced on the site, and it is intended that
the project will be completed in 1986. If it
had been finished as was first promised in
1961, the project would have cost considerably less than it will now cost.
Honourable members opposite seem to
be obsessed by things such as site agreements. The Opposition is aware that, during
the election campaign, the Government
undertook that, before commencing any
major project, a site agreement would be
negotiated with the Trades Hall Council
and the union concerned to ensure orderly
building during the course of the job.
When this House last year passed the
Queen Victoria Medical Centre (Guarantees) Act, I reported to Parliament that
planning for the project was on budget at
that stage, and it is still in that situation.
I know that the honourable member for
Balwyn, who is interjecting, gets excited and
wants to move to the front seat as part of the
Liberal Party's battle. The situation last
week was that the project was under the projected cost at that stage. The Government
intends to monitor the situation on a regular
basis. At the moment, the expenditure on
the project is some $89 million below the
figure that the Government would currently
have expected to spend.
COMMONWEALTH GRANTS
Mr JONA (Hawthorn)-I direct a question to the Treasurer, although I am not
optimistic about receiving an answer to it.
In view of the fact that the increase in Commonwealth taxation revenue this year is
now expected to be much less than the rate
of inflation, what step is the Victorian Government taking to protect Victoria's
expected share of the Commonwealth
revenue? In answering the question, I ask
the Treasurer to indicate whether he expects
Victoria to receive more from the Commonwealth in real terms next year than it
received this year?
The SPEAKER (the Hoo. C. T.
Edmuods)- The Treasurer, without trying
to predict the future.
Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)- I shall not try to
sort out the confusion of the honourable
member for Hawthorn in this place, I suggest that I shall have to do it in another
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place. The Government will be making
representations at the Premiers Conference
and at any other venue to try to increase the
amount allocated to Victoria from Federal
taxation revenue.
I thought the honourable member would
have been aware that this is the final part of
an agreement reached with the former
Federal Government that allocations to the
State would be equal to the consumer price
index plus 1 per cent. That provides a floor
amount for allocations from the Premiers
Conference. Last Friday, the Premier and I
were successful in obtaining Federal Government assistance. Already $19·5 million
has been allocated to Victoria to meet the
extraordinary costs associated with the bush
fires. The former Government was notoriously unsuccessful in obtaining more
money for the State.
CREDIT FOR IRRIGATORS
Mr W ALLACE (Gippsland South)-Can
the Minister of Public Works representing
the Minister of Water Supply inform the
House whether a decision has been made on
rebate or credit for irrigators in the Macalister irrigation area who did not receive
their full water supply during the last irrigation season? I drew the matter to the attention of the Minister when I wrote to him
approximately ten weeks ago.
Mr SIMPSON (Minister of Public
Works)- I am not aware of that information but I will be speaking to the Minister of
Water Supply this day and will obtain an
answer as quickly as possible.
OFFSETS PROGRAMME
Mr W ALSH (Albert Park)-Can the
Minister for Economic Development
inform the House about the progress the
Government has made under the offsets
programme?
Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic
Development)- The Victorian Government has a strong policy commitment-to the
efficient development of the Victorian
manufacturing sector. An important part of
that commitment is the Victorian Offsets
Programme under which tenders for large
Government orders, which contain an
imported component of more than $1
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million are required to allocate at least 30
per cent of the import value of the contract
in the form of offset arrangements.
The offset arrangements can take place in
a number of ways, for example, by contracting work to Victorian manufacturers, by
export orders placed with Victorian manufacturers, by technology transfers or by
direct participation in the development of
local industry. On the basis of that $1 million threshold, the estimated value of orders
subject to those offset requirements is on an
average of approximately $30 million a
year, which is a considerable amount of
money.
Two major offset programmes were successfully concluded by the Government in
February of this year. The first was a major
agreement, which was finalized between the
Government and Phillips T.M.C. for the
provision of a vehicle monitoring system
for the Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways Board. The nature of the offset
requires the company to export at least 1000
of the FM900 series mobile radio units
within four years. The approximate value of
this offset to the Victorian economy will be
$2· 1 million.

Petitions

between the Industrial Relations Task
Force and the Builders Labourers Federation concerning site allowances for the construction of the Queen Victoria hospital?
Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-I will take up
the matter with the Minister for Industrial
Affairs.
DRIVERS' LICENCE TESTS
Mr STIRLING (Williamstown)- Will
the Minister of Transport advise the House
on the alleged delays in appointments for
drivers' licence tests?
Mr CRABB (Minister of Transport)-A
few weeks ago criticism was expressed
about inordinate delays experienced in this
area. Indeed, in the dying days of the former
Government, some applicants had to wait
fifteen weeks to obtain an appointment for a
drivers' licence test.
Early last year, the Government employed additional staff and relocated staff
within the Transport Regulation Board.
The average waiting time for an appointment for a licence test is now less than a
week. No waiting time is necessary in eight
or nine of the licence-testing stations.

Another agreement has been reached
between the Government and Orenstein
PETITIONS
and Koppel A.G. for the supply of miniThe Clerk-I have received the following
dredge bucket wheel excavators to the State
Electricity Commission. The value of the petitions for presentation to Parliament:
contract is $4· 5 million and the offset
Shop trading hours
arrangement means that the amount of
work performed in Victoria will increase THE HONOURABLE THE SPEAKER, MR C. T. EDMUNDS,
from 15 per cent to almost 32 per cent of the
M.P., AND MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLATIVE AssEMBLY IN
THE PARLIAMENT OF VICTORIA ASSEMBLED.
contract value. Currently the Ministry for
Economic Development is involved In at
The petition of the undersigned citizens of Australia
least another fifteen negotiations in that repectfully showeth the concern of the members of the
Mount Waverley Chamber of Commerce and residents
area.
QUEEN VICTORIA MEDICAL
CENTRE
Mr LIEBERMAN (Benambra)-My
question is directed to the Treasurer representing the Minister for Industrial Affairs.
In view of the enormously high prospective
cost of developing and building the Queen
Victoria hospital- this Parliament has
guaranteed $150 million - will the Minister
make available urgently on the table of the
House, the files containing all the memoranda and correspondence of negotiations

of Victoria, at the exploitation of the Shops provisions
of the Labour amd Industry Act 1958 by certain giant
supermarket chains, department stores and others
openly trading 7 days a week, and at the exploitation of
"Sunday Markets" by itinerant traders selling new
goods and goods of doubtful origin at week-ends when
legitimate traders are required to be closed by the
requirements of the Act, and at the abuse of the Fifth
and Sixth Schedules and the Holiday Resort provisions
of the Act by supermarkets and others not complying
with the intent of the le~islation, as these actions discriminate against law abiding businesses observing the
purpose and intent of the Act particularly disadvantagin$ labour intensive small firms employing full-time
skilled employees in favour of giant self service retail
chains mainly employing junior staff at casual rates
which we believe is not in the best interests ofthe community.

Local Government Bills
We respectfully submit that these activities have
been initiated and encouraged by businesses and individuals anxious to obtain deregulated shop trading
hours, which would seriously impact the "quality of
life" of the owner managers of small businesses, their
families and their employees, and result in a loss of
full-time employment in retailing due to higher operating costs, and a demand for a review of services provided by banks, post offices, councils and public bodies
in business districts, and cause higher costs for consumers and aggravate inflation.
We respectfully request that the Victorian Government's policies supporting small business and the nonextension of shop trading hours be strengthened and
that penalties for breaches of the Act be enforced, and
that anomalies and conflicting provisions be eliminated as matters of urgency.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever
pray.

By Mr Newton (427 signatures) and Mr
Delzoppo (25 signatures)
To

THE HONOURABLE THE SPEAKER AND MEMBERS
OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY IN PARLIAMENT
ASSEMBLED

The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of
the State of Victoria showeth that the present Labour
and Industry Act 1958 is unfair, unjust and discriminatory. Your petitioners therefore pray that Caul field be
included with St Kilda in section 800 to give it the same
rights and privileges.

By Mr Tanner (1358 signatures)
It was ordered that the petitions be laid on
the table.
NUCLEAR ACTIVITIES
(PROHIBITIONS) BILL
This Bill was received from the Council
and, on the motion of Mr MATHEWS
(Minister for the Arts), was read a first
time.
NATURAL RESOURCES AND
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE
Mr FORDHAM (Minister of Education)-By leave, I move:
That Mr Reynolds be discharged from attendance on
the Natural Resources and Environment Committee
and Mr Burgin be appointed in his stead.

The motion was agreed to.
DECENTRALIZED INDUSTRY
INCENTIVE PAYMENTS
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Mr CATHIE (Minister for Economic
Development) moved for leave to bring in a
Bill to amend the Decentralized Industry
Incentive Payments Act 1972.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was brought in and read a first
time.
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BUSINESS FRANCHISE ACTS
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Mr JOLLY (Treasurer) moved for leave
to bring in a Bill to amend the Business
Franchise (Tobacco) Act 1974 and the Business Franchise (Petroleum Products) Act
1979 and for other purposes.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was brought in and read a first
time.
FIREARMS (AMENDMENT) BILL
Mr MA THEWS (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services) moved for leave to
bring in a Bill to amend the Firearms Act
1958.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was brought in and read a first
time.
CONSTITUTION (LOCAL
GOVERNMENT) BILL and LOCAL
GOVERNMENT (MUNICIPAL
COUNCIL ELECTIONS) BILL
Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Govemment)-I move:
That this House authorizes Mr Speaker to permit the
second reading and subsequent stages of the Constitution (Local Government) Bill and the Local Government (Municipal Council Elections) Bill to be moved
and debated concurrently.

Mr MACLELLAN (Berwick)-Mr
Speaker, the Minister for Local Government has moved that the two Bills be
debated concurrently. I was in the House
yesterday when the Minister gave notice of
the motion. That was the first I had heard of
the proposition that there be concurrent
debate on these two Bills. I note with displeasure and surprise that the Minister has
merely stood up and moved that the Bills be
debated concurrently. The Minister has
given no explanation and has not advanced
one reason in favour of the motion. The
Minister expects the House to meekly and
mildly say, "Let us go along with that".
I have raised this matter with you, Mr
Speaker, in the House before. Yesterday the
House was given an indication of foreshadowed extensive amendments to both
Bills received by this House from the Legis-
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lative Council. Yesterday the Minister
entertained the House with two explanatory
second-reading speeches. However today
the Minister, having spoken separ~tely o~
each Bill, has said that all other honourable
members will have only one opportunity to
speak to both Bills. That is an insult to the
House and, indeed, it is a double insult
when it is delivered by the father of the
House, the honourable gentleman with the
most experience in this place, and without
one word of explanation, justification or
suggestion of a good reason why the House
should consider this motion. If that is the
standard of the Government and the Minister, it demonstrates how low the Government has sunk.
What is wrong? Why is the Government
unable to discuss the matter? On each Tuesday there are meetings between the three
parties on the order of business. This matter
was not mentioned at that meeting on Tuesd~y. When similar matters have arisen prevIously, I have asked for discussions to be
held on the appropriateness of time limits
under the Standing Orders for honourable
members who may speak on Bills in a concurrent debate. However, on this occasion,
not one reason has been advanced why the
two Bi~ls. should be debated concurrently.
The MInIster has stood up and moved his
motion with utter contempt for the House
and that is ~xtraordinary for a Minister with
long expen~~ce as. a n;tember of this place.
!he ~ppos~tIOn WIll gIve leave to the MinIster Ifhe wIshes to provide an explanation.
However, the honourable gentleman has
either chosen not to provide an explanation
or he ~as directed not to provide an
explanatIOn. I do not know what the situation is. Perhaps the Government had some
reason for telling the Minister not to raise
this matter as a debate, but merely to move
the motion.
There has not been one word of discussion between the Government and the
Opposition on this subject. The Government has demonstrated contempt for the
House in seeking to have a concurrent
~ebate. w~thout making any adjustment to
tIme hmIts for honourable members to
spea~ to the Bills. The explanatory secondreadIng speeches yes!erday were, to say the
least,. controversIal In terms of failing to
prOVIde an explanation of the Bills received
by this House. The Minister gave the House

Local Government Bills

a tirade about what he does not want in local
government and why the Government finds
the situation unacceptable and, therefore,
foresees the need to amend various local
government Acts.
It is a disgrace if the House is to deal with
a host of foreshadowed amendments and
debate two Bills at once, under time limits
applied because the Government does not
like debating proposed legislation. The
Minister for Local Government started off
well when introducing proposed legislation
by explaining it and providing adjourn~ents, where necessary, to allow consultatIon with the Opposition and the National
Party for further explanation on sections of
Bills. However, the Minister is now reaching the bottom of the list in terms of his
ability to explain foreshadowed amendm~nts. The Minister is either inadequately
bnefed or overworked. On this occasion a
contemptuous situation exists where the
Minister has simply moved a motion that
there be a concurrent debate. The Minister
~as .not made any offer of extending the time
hmIts of debate even whether it is sensible
!O debate the two Bills together. The MinIster has not offered to show the Opposition
the foreshadowed amendments. There has
been no offer of any briefing or explanation.
There.has been no explanation of why these
two BIlls should be shoved through in one
process to produce some "Mickey Mouse"
dispute. between here and another place. I
say "MIckey Mouse" dispute between here
and anothe.r place because during the
sec~nd-readIng speech yesterday it was
ObVIOUS that the Minister either did not
understand the situation or deliberately
sought-

The SPEAKER (the Hoo. C. T.
Edmuods)-Order! It is a narrow question.
Mr MACLELLAN - I know it is a narr<?w question. It is particularly narrow in
VIew of the fact that the Minister gave no
e~planation fOF his !ll0tion. The Opposition
wIll vote agaInst It unless it receives an
explanation and unless there is discussion.
The best course of action to follow in the
circumstances-by way of offering an olive
branch-is to adjourn the debate and have
discussions on the matter.

Local Government Bills

The matter should have been sorted out
before the motion was moved. Perhaps the
situation could be recovered rather than
being subjected to an acrimonious debate
on this narrow question simply because the
Government has again failed to do its
homework.
Mr WILKES (Minister for Local
Government) (By leave)- The Deputy
Leader of the Opposition never fails to
entertain this House, but what he does not
say is that there are two Liberal parties in
this State, one operating in the Legislative
Council and another operating in the Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
Edmunds)-The honourable member for
Wantirna is out of his place. I advise the
Minister for Local Government that the
debate is very narrow on the question that is
before the House.
Mr WILKES- Indeed, the debate before
the House is whether or not the Bills should
be debated concurrently. I should have
thought that the practice of the Legislative
Council in handling these two Bills, which
was obviously a decision of the Opposition
at its party meeting, would have meant that
the Opposition would have adopted the
same principles in the Legislative
Assembly.
Mrs Patrick - Why?
Mr WILKES- It was convenient to do so
there, and I would have thought that it
would have been convenient to do so here.
We are talking about the second-reading
debates of the Bills. The Opposition will
have ample opportunity to study the
amendments and they ought to know what
the amendments will be. The Opposition
amended the Bills in the Upper House and
the Government will be replacing what was
taken out of the Bills with some moderate
amendments.
The SPEAKER-The question is not on
the Bills themselves.
Mr WILKES-IfI have incurred the displeasure of the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition in not discussing the matter
with him at the appropriate time and place,
I am prepared to concede that point. I did
mention it when I gave notice of the motion
yesterday to the Deputy Leader of the
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National Party, and he referred me to the
honourable member who would be handling the Bill for the National Party. I have
not yet discussed the matter with the person
who will be handling the Bill for the
National Party, nor with the shadow Minister for Local Government. If the Opposition wants to vote against this proposal,
then that is its prerogative. The Government wants to facilitate the debate and this
is one way of doing it as it was done in
another place.
Mr ROSS-EDW ARDS (Leader of the
Opposition)-I find this to be an extraordinary state ofaff'airs. It is contrary to the
normal practice of the Minister for Local
Government. He admits that he handled
the matter very poorly. He has had no discussion with the honourable member for
Benalla, who is handling the Bill for the
National Party, and he has had no discussions with the member handling it for the
Opposition, and he made no mention of it
to the House last night when he gave his
second-reading speech. He also, at the same
time, indicated that there would be amendments to the Bills.
If the Minister wants to retain his high
standing in the House-and he is handling a
difficult Bill and he is anxious for co-operation - I suggest that he withdraw his
motion, have discussion and come back to
this place this afternoon. It is good advi~e to
the Minister and I hope he has the good
sense to take it.
Mrs PATRICK (Brighton)-I believe the
debate should be adjourned, and accordingly, I move:
That the debate be now adjourned.

This will enable some discussions to take
place. I believe it is reprehensible on the
part of the Minister that he has not shown
the courtesy to other honourable members
which is normal to him.
The House divided on Mrs Patrick's
motion (the Hon. C. T. Edmunds in the
chair).
Ayes
Noes
Majority against the motion

27
44
17
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AYES
Mr Austin
MrBrown
Mr Burgin
MrEvans
(Ballarat North)
MrEvans
(Gippsland East)
MrHann
Mr Jasper
Mr Jona
Mr Kennett
MrLeigh
Mr Lieberman
MrMcGrath
MrMcKellar
NOES
MrCain
Miss Callister
MrCathie
DrCoghill
MrCrabb
MrCulpin
MrEmst
Mr Fogarty
MrFordham
MrGavin
MrGray
Mr Harrowfield
MrHassett
Mrs Hill
MrHill
MrHockley
MrJolly
MrKennedy
MrKirkwood
Mr McCutcheon
MrMcDonald
MrMathews
Mr Micallef
MrMiller
MrNewton

Mr Maclellan
Mrs Patrick
MrRamsay
Mr Reynolds
Mr Richardson
Mr Ross-Edwards
Mr Saltmarsh
MrTanner
Mr Templeton
MrWallace
MrWhiting
MrWilliams
Tellers:
MrDelzoppo
Mr Dickinson

MrNorris
MrPope
Mrs Ray
Mr Remington
MrRoper
MrRowe
Mr Seitz
Mr Shell
Mr Sidiropoulos
MrSimmonds
MrSimpson
MrSpyker
Mr Stirling
Mrs Toner
MrTrezise
DrVaughan
MrWalsh
MrWilkes
Mr Wilton
MrWood
Tellers:
Mr Ihlein
MrSheehan
(Ballarat South)

PAIR
MrWood

MrSheehan
(Ivanhoe)

Mr FORDHAM (Minister of Education)- I should like to reiterate that, at no
stage, has the Minister for Local Government attempted to do anything underhand
or anything which would in any way mislead the House. As the Leader of the
National Party said, he has an outstanding
reputation among honourable members on
both sides of the House. It was certainly his
view and that of the Government that the
case for a cognate debate on these two Bills
is self-evident. Not only was that undertaken in another House, but also, given the
publicity that these Bills have received in
recent times, honourable members are
aware of the inter-related nature of the two
measures.

Health (Radiation Safety) Bill

Perhaps it would assist the House if I
indicated that, due to the constitutional
nature of those Bills, the vote for the
second-reading of the Bills will have to be
taken separately. The same procedure will
have to apply during the Committee stages
because of the nature of the Bills. What the
motion simply does is to allow, quite properly-as was the case in the Upper Housea cognate second-reading debate on the
Bills, and for separate debates in Committee
and at the third reading stage.
The other important matter concerns the
time that will be available to debate those
Bills. Of course, that will be subject to consultation-and I give that assurancebetween the Deputy Leader of the Opposition, the Deputy Leader of the National
Party and me. When those matters are
resumed at our regular meeting next Tuesday, I undertake to discuss those times. The
Government is not trying to be mischievous
or difficult in the handling of these two
Bills.
Mrs PATRICK (Brighton)-I thank the
Deputy Premier for his assurance and I trust
that adequate time will be made available
for debate, because this is an important
debate. The Minister for Local Government
has made two second-reading speeches and
the Opposition wishes to have the opportunity of considering the amendments carefully. Sufficient time should be made available to allow members of the Opposition,
and other honourable members who so
wish, to have time to speak on the amendments, as it is a subject that is close to the
hearts of many Parliamentarians. I am sure
the assurances given by the Deputy Premier
will be carried out.
The motion was agreed to.
HEALTH (RADIATION SAFETY) BILL
The House went into Committee for the
further consideration of this Bill.
Clause 1 was verbally amended, and, as
amended, was adopted, as were clauses 2
and 3.
Clause 4 (Savings)
Mr ROPER (Minister of Health)-I
move:
Clause 4, line 11, after "(eb)" insert "(eel'.

Health (Radiation Safety) Bill

The proposal is that the words, "or irradiating apparatus" will be deleted from paragraph (ee) in section 108 of the Act. This
amendment was missed in the earlier drafting of the Bill.
The amendment was agreed to, and the
clause, as amended, was adopted.
Clause 5 (Amendment of No. 6270)
Mr ROPER (Minister of Health) - I
move:
Clause 5, line 34, omit "or repairs" and insert
"repairs, disposes of".

This amendment removes the requirement
for specifically authorized officers to be
licensed for each of the things that they are
required to do. The amendment includes
the provision for disposal specifically to
allow officers to dispose of materials
abandoned or seized.
For the information of honourable members, I add that the numerous amendments
to the Bill result from the process of consultation that has gone on with more than 40
organizations and individuals who have
commented on the Bill and who have
assisted the Government in improving it.
Mr LIEBERMAN (Benambra)- The
amendment adds to the power that the Bill
seeks to give the authorized officer, who is
apparently a person who will be in the
employ of the Health Commission or perhaps an agent of the commission. It is interesting to examine very carefully the scope of
proposed section 108AA (2) which says that a
person who is employed as the specially
authorized officer for the purposes of the
Bill is authorized to do a number of things
and is not subject to the provisions of the
Bill.

23 March 1983 ASSEMBLY 3415

that emits radiation is necessarily correctly
operated and maintained. The Opposition
has no quarrel with that and supports the
principle. However, the clause apparently
gives the authorized officer, the agent of the
Government of the day - in this case a
Labor Party Government-exemption
from all the requirements the other people
in Victoria will have to comply with on
safety and operation standards and gives
this authorized officer the authority to sell
and enter into a market situation.
Already, I have expressed in the secondreading debate some alarm about another
clause of the Bill, which is an attempt to
create socialization of medicine and to
introduce a very interesting concept
whereby practitioners who are qualified as
radiologists and radiographers cannot practise in this State unless they can persuade
the Health Commission that they should be
able to, and this amendment is in accordance with that concept.
Under the proposed sub-section, the
authorized officer is exempt from all the
laws that apply to the private sector and
those applicable to other persons operating
in the public sector. Not only is the authorized officer exempt in this regard but also
he is exempt from many other requirements
when he starts to sell equipment and suddenly . starts to market maintenance and
servlclng arrangements.

I ask the Minister to explain whether the
Government's policy is that authorized
officers will be involved in the marketing,
sale, servicing and contracting ofequipment
with other people to repair and maintain
equipment. If so, the Opposition says that it
is time to call a halt. I do not believe it is in
the interests of the community to have
I draw the attention of the Minister of public servants involved in an activity of
Health to some possibilities that may flow marketing and selling equipment which is
from this and perhaps the honourable being done and has been done by the private
gentleman will enlighten me and give some sector and which should continue to be
assurances on the matter. The clause con- done by the private sector under strict
templates that the authorized officer will supervision and control Why is the Minnot be bound by the provisions oflicensing, ister of Health seeking to empower his
registration and discipline for safety, yet he authorized officer, who is exempt from the
is empowered to sell, to possess, to install, law anyway under the clause, to get
involved in a marketing arrangement? Perservice, maintain and repair.
haps between now and another place, if the
I do not have much difficulty in under- honourable gentleman is not prepared to act
standing the need to have authorized inde- now, he will ensure that those unnecessary
pendent officers ensuring that apparatus powers are removed from the Bill.
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Mr WHITING (Mildura)- The Committee is in difficulties with the Bill because,
as I mentioned in the second-reading
debate, it proposes new sections and subsections to the Health Act-in this case it is
proposed to insert sections l08AA, I08AB,
and so on. Proposed section I08AB, contains
definitions covering particularly the contents of this Bill, whereas there is already a
definition section in the Health Act. The
point raised by the honourable member for
Benambra is interesting because not only is
this person being referred to as an authorized officer under section 3 of the Health
Act where "authorized" means authorized
in writing either generally or specially by the
commission or by a council as the case may
be, but also proposed section 108AA (2),
which the Minister of Health is proposing to
amend, refers to a "specially authorized
officer". I can find no definition of a "specially authorized officer".

Health (Radiation

Saf~ty)

Bill

radio-active substance or radiation apparatus in the exercise or performance of any
power function or duty conferred or
imposed on him by or under this Act".
That indicates that the specially authorized officer will be the most powerful person dealing with radiation safety in Victoria. He, or they, will be in a position of
checking on problems that arise. As the
honourable member for Benambra pointed
out, that is fair enough in cases with a possibility of dangerous substances being used
improperly. It is interesting to know why
the power to dispose of substances is now
being included in the provision. I do not
know whether it is a power to dispose of by
sale, burial or whatever else. I would like the
Minister to deal with this matter.

Mr ROPER (Minister of Health)- The
aim of the amendment is to ensure that
officers of the commission or specially
Mr Roper-It is contained at the top of authorized officers can carry out their functions of supervising and taking action to
page 4 of the Bill.
overcome problems which the House has
Mr WHITING-That clarifies that the agreed are serious matters. The amendment
specially authorized officer is "an auth- will give them power to dispose of a suborized officer specially authorized by the stance that may be dangerous. In recent
commission for the purposes of this Divi- times instances have occurred in which
sion". There is no indication of who this officers of the Health Commission have had
person or persons may be; neither is there to enter places and found significant probany indication of a limitation on the type of lems. No one can become a specially authperson who can be specially authorized or orized officer. Those people must be
anything to denote his or her ability to empowered by the State to be able to take
enable an inspection to be made or action to whatever action is required to protect the
be taken on radiation safety problems in public.
Victoria. Proposed section 108AA (1) states:
If one were to apply the other provisions
Subject to sub-section (2) this Division shall bind the of the proposed legislation to the specially
Crown in right of the State of Victoria and, so far as the
legislative power of the Parliament permits, shall also authorized officers, every time they wished
to do something they would have to take the
bind the Crown in all its other capacities.
various actions necessary through officers
Obviously, that is intended to mean that the of the commission. That would be a cumCrown, the Health Commission and every- bersome process. It would also be time conbody else involved will be strictly controlled suming, which is inadvisable when matters
under the provisions of the proposed sub- of public health are involved. It is cumbersection, excepting the specially authorized some and unnecessary and the inclusion of
officer who will have the ability to do all power of disposal in the amendment will
manner of things. The Minister's amend- allow those officers to carry out their tasks
ment extends the officers' powers further by of protecting the public, inspecting premises
including the words "disposes of" which and taking action on major problems. If
were not included in the original Bill before they were bound by the other provisions of
Parliament.
Under
the
proposed the Act, that would not work.
sub-section, the specially authorized officer
Mr LIEBERMAN (Benambra)- I can
will be a person who "operates uses manufactures stores handles transports sells pos- follow part of the logic put forward by the
sesses installs services maintains repairs Minister, but I cannot accept his explanadisposes of or otherwise deals with any tion on why the terms of the proposed sub-

Health (Radiation Safety) Bill
section are so wide and why it is that the
authorized officer should be given a blank
cheque to enter into marketing and selling
arrangements. The Minister could have
easily put that matter to rest. I would accept
his assurance that under no circumstances
will the authorized officer be permitted in
any shape or form to impinge on the activities of the private sector which manufacture, supply, maintain and service radiation
equipment, subject to strict controls. I
would prefer that the proposed sub-section
be redrafted. I invite the Minister to
consider this matter between here and
another place.
The other point I raise on the authorized
officer being exempt from all the provisions
of the ~ct, such as licensing, registration,
and mamtenance of standards and conditions, is that it appears that a double standar~ is developin~ .. In co~sidering a hypothetIcal example, It IS pOSSIble at some time
for the authorized officer under the Bill to
be engaged in other aspects of public health,
perhaps even in radiography or radiology in
a hospital. He or she may from time to time
be involved in certain techniques when
operating equipment. It is wrong if double
standards are allowed. If the use and operation of equipment that emits radiation
needs to be controlled, it is just as important
for the authorized officer who has possession of that equipment to comply with the
standards of safety and control as It is for the
private .operator or hospital owning part of
the eqUipment.
The Minister has put himselfin a position
where he is putting forward a logical principle, but the officer must have some scope
to do his job if he finds equipment that is
obviously operating incorrectly and if adequate steps have not been taken to make it
safe. I agree with that view, but the officer
s~~uld not be totally exempt from the proVISIOns of the proposed legislation. He
shou,Id not be totally exempt from the safety
reqUirements and standards that he will be
bound to uphold and enforce as an officer.
The Minister can take this matter into
account between here and another place and
consider making it clear that, notwithstanding the officer's right to do his job in a
practical and sensible way, he nevertheless
should be bound to maintain standards and
con~itions when he is in possession of
equIpment that is either in operation or in
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storage. The officers will carry out responsible duties and it is important that Parliament require them to follow the same standards with which they will require the
community to conform.
Mr WHITING (Mildura)-I accept the
explanation of the Minister about the specially authorized officer. Further on in clause
5 reference is made to radiation safety and
an officer who must be employed by industries that use radiation material and so on.
That person must be approved by the com~ission to supervise radiation safety practlces. I ask the Minister whether this is the
same person as the specially authorized
officer because I cannot find a definition of
radiation safety officer anywhere in the Bill
or the Act. It is probably an important distinction because the specially authorized
officer will obviously be the person who will
have all the knowledge, experience and
po~er to control and direct people who are
bemg expected to check on the usage of
radioactive materials. I am intrigued to
know ~hether the specially authorized
officer IS the same person as the radiation
safety officer.
Mr ROPER (Minister of Health)- The
details of the radiation safety officer are
dealt with under the additions to the regulation-making powers under proposed
amendment No. 32. The qualifications and
duties of the radiation safety officers will be
able to be prescribed under that provision.
One cannot do so under this Act. It is not
intended that the specially authorized
officer will be appointed as a radiation
safety officer, although it is clear that the
officer will have to possess scientific and
other skills required in that field. The
officers will probably have to possess a
higher level of skills in a variety of areas
than almost anyone else. The officers who
will be appointed as specially authorized
o~cers will be. required to have a range of
SkIlls to deal wIth all the problems that arise
concerning radiation safety.
The radiation safety officers will in all
likelihood be a more constrained group of
people with particular tasks in a particular
institution.
I will examine the matters raised, particularly by the honourable member for
Benambra. The reference in sub-section (2)
of proposed section l08AA is to the words
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used in proposed section 198AF (1) which
provides:
A person shall not operate use manufacture
store ...

In relation to a licence. That is where those
words come from. However, I will consider
with my officers the points raised by the
honourable member and advise him as soon
as a decision is reached.
The amendment was agreed to.
Mr ROPER (Minister of Health)-I
move:
Clause 5, page 3, line 30, after "spontaneously" insert
"with a specific activity greater than 100 becquerels per
gram".

In explanation I point out that the proposed
amendment places a lower limit on the
activity of substances that come within the
ambit of the Act to avoid the need to
exempt material with very low natural
activity, such as watches and some ordinary
building material, because 100 becquerels
per gram is a very low level of activity.
Mr LIEBERMAN (Benambra)-I think
members of the Committee will understand
when I say that the Opposition reserves its
judgment on this matter until it has
obtained further technical advice.
The amendment was agreed to.
Mr ROPER (Minister of Health)-I
move:
Clause 5, page 4, line 9, after "registered" insert "or
exempted from registration".

The Act provides for exemptions of apparatus. The amendment will allow the use of
exempt equipment.
The amendment was agreed to.
Mr ROPER (Minister of Health)-I
move:
Clause 5, page 4, line 16, before "shall" insert "which
is to be registered".

This removes the requirement to register
exempt apparatus or sources.
Mr LIEBERMAN (Benambra)-I seek
your guidance, Mr Acting Chairman. I have
some comments to make on the definition
of "owner" in the Bill, but that is not quite
covered in the amendment that the Minister
just referred to, so may I take it that we will
be able to return to that matter after all the
amendments have been dealt with?
Mr ROPER (Minister of Health)Although that is the normal course that
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would be adopted, it could mean in one way
that restrictions would be placed on the two
other speakers in this matter, if, for
instance, they are allowed to speak only
twice during the debate on clause 5. I know
the honourable member for Benambra has
some questions to ask, but the difficulty is
that specific technical questions will be
raised by the honourable member as we go
through the Bill, and these may not be able
to be dealt with adequately during the
debate.
The ACTING CHAIRMAN (Mr
Stirling)-The honourable member may
speak twice on every question, and each
amendment is a separate question.
Mr WHITING (Mildura)-I raise a
point, Mr Acting Chairman; the difficulty is
not that the honourable member for
Benambra wishes to speak t\Vice on every
amendment; it is that he wishes to speak on
a proposed sub-section that is not included
in the proposed amendment. Normally he
would speak after the clause has been
amended, but because the clause contains so
many proposed sub-sections it is going to be
extremely difficult.
The ACTING CHAIRMAN (Mr
Stirling)-The question "That the clause, as
amended, be agreed to" is a separate question, and the honourable member may
speak twice on that question.
The amendment was agreed to.
Mr ROPER (Minister of Health)-I
move:
Clause 5, page 4, line 28, after "an" insert "authorized".

The amendment will make records accessible only to authorized officers of the commission, not to "any officer". This is a limitation on who may get access to records. It
was considered that the previous provision
was too broad.
The amendment was agreed to.
Mr ROPER (Minister of Health)-I.
move:
Clause 5, page 5, line 2, after this line insert the following words and expressions:
"(d) the apparatus or source is unlikely to result in
excessive or unnecessary radiation exposure to any
person; and
(e) the ~pparatus or source is provided with appropriate safety equipment and devices to maintain radiation safety."
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Proposed new paragraph (d) makes clear the
commission's responsibility to determine
that no person is exposed to excessive or
unnecessary radiation before agreeing to
register equipment, and proposed new paragraph (e) recognizes that shielding, safety
monitors and so on which do not form part
of the equipment are in some cases essential
for safety and must be provided before
registration is allowed.
These amendments stemmed from submissions that have been made to us in the
course of considering the Bill brought in last
December.
The amendment was agreed to.
Mr WHITING (Mildura)-I move:
Clause 5, page 5, line 7, after "Victoria;" insert
"or".
Clause 5, page 5, line 10, omit "or".
Clause 5, page 5, lines 11 to 14, omit all words and
expressions on these lines.

The first two proposed amendments are
consequential upon the acceptance of the
third. The reason I have moved these proposed amendments is, as outlined in the
second-reading debate, that many people
have made strong representations indicating that they do not believe it is necessary in
the interests of the safety of the general public of this State for the Bill to contain a
provision that will allow the Health Commission to direct the placement of either
dia~nostic or therapeutic equipment of the
radIoactive type anywhere in Victoria as it
sees fit.
Earlier I pointed out that some of this
equipment can cost up to $750000 and
people do not lightly install that type of
equipment if they believe there is not sufficient use for it. Although there are very few
CAT scanners in public hospitals in the
metropolitan area, there are a number in the
private sector. So far as I know, to date there
has not been any problem regarding the
safety of patients who have attended those
private medical facilities for treatment.
They are not poorly treated or put at any
risk. Therefore, it is obvious that the proposal contained in the Bill is going too far at
this stage.
The National Party believes every action
should be taken regarding safety measures
for radiation material, but the proposal
appears to be completely out of order. The

23 March 1983 ASSEMBLY

3419

effect of my amendnlent is to remove subsection (c) of new section 108AD (5). That
will not adversely affect the rest of the section, at least for the time being. A period of
twelve months may have to elapse before
we can see whether the omission of this subsection has any effect on the radiation problems in the State. I do not believe it will.
The National Party is prepared to review
the situation after a reasonable period and if
it is found necessary to have some type of
control over the placement of radioactive
equipment in various parts of Victoria the
National Party will be the first to agree to an
amendment to the Act. At present it
believes it is completely Draconian so far as
the Health Commission is concerned, and
could have political overtones that could be
viewed seriously by the medical profession.
There is no requirement for such a subsection to be included in this measure.
Mr LIEBERMAN (Benambra)- During
the second-reading debate the Opposition
referred to its anxiety concerning this provision in clause 5. The Opposition believes
the comments made by the honourable
member for Mildura on behalf of the
National Party are sound and it supports
them.
The Opposition takes the view that it is
reasonable that, on the grounds of radiation
and safety, the deployment of sources in the
community should be controlled through
the mechanism of registration. In its view
this is adequately provided for in paragraphs (a) and (b) and is now reinforced by
proposed new paragraphs (d) and (e). The
Opposition considers that they are more
than adequate.
Discussions with various groups
involved in the use of these devices in the
community resulted in points being made
that if the Government is concerned about
over-servicing, a means of controlling that
is through the education of recent graduates.
There is ample evidence that this education
process is occurring in universities and colleges. One other point put to me was that
private referrals for X-rays are a reflection
of community needs because a referring
doctor with no financial interest in the
radiation equipment will refer only a person
who needs examination. That point was put
to me by the Royal Australasian College of
Radiologists. The other point made was:
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How can the Health Commission decide
what is adequate particularly when the
application of medicine and radiology is
changing so rapidly, largely for the benefit of
mankind? No one would deny that fact. I
particularly refer to the introduction of the
NMR process on which the Royal Australasian College of Radiologists briefed me.
Another point is that artificial restriction
may tend to force people to use more costly
and more invasive methods of investigation. The college made that point to me and
to the Minister. The college also emphasized that the proposed new section is not
relevant to radiation safety as radiology is
solely a referral specialty.
In referring a person to a radiologist or a
radiotherapist, if a doctor has no financial
interest, then referral is a disincentive.
According to the college the doctor is, under
any circumstances, unlikely to refer a person to two radiologists. This is a further
financial disincentive. I am also informed
that self-referral does not occur in radiology.
The college also informs me that in the
public sector the Health Commission
already has a means of restraining the introduction of equipment and has used this prerogative extensively. Those were the major
points put to me by the college of radiologists. They provide a basis that should
persuade the Government to review its attitude on a clause which the Government
now knows the Opposition and the National
Party have grave reservations about.
I su~est a possible course of action for
the Mmister to consider between here and
another place which could well provide a
responsible attitude for this Parliament to
adopt. The Health Commission and its
officers, together with other groups such as
the Royal Australasian College of Radiologists, should be given the opportunity to
state their views on this very important
issue.
I would personally be prepared to recommend to my party that this issue be not
abandoned but be referred to the all-party
Social Development Committee for it to
consider and report to the Parliament
following the outcome of its investigations
and the hearing of evidence. That may
appear to be a delaying tactic but it is not put
forward by the Opposition in that light. It is
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an effort by the Opposition to find a basis
upon which to determine whether there is
evidence to support giving the commission
such a wide power which is otherwise repugnant-repugnant in the philosophical
sense-and not in the interests of the
community.
The law of the land already enables the
Health Commission to make a value judgment on the licensing of new facilities. I
recall moving amendments to proposed
legislation last year to assist the Minister of
Health who wanted an urgent strengthening
of the legislation-not to be a permanent
solution but to provide an interim situation
pending full review of the principallegislation.
I supported the Minister and suggested
some criteria for the Health Commission to
have regard to when considering the vexed
question of whether an additional facility in
the private sector should or should not be
supported.
I do not reject the concept of the commission having input into this area, but the
Opposition believes the Minister is moving
too fast; he certainly does not have the
support of the community involved in the
matter. The whole issue would be one
favourably dealt with -and certainly it
would be beneficial to members of Parliament-if such an inquiry took place.
The honourable member for Mildura
suggested another course of action; that his
proposed amendments be agreed to. The
Opposition will support them and in twelve
months time, in the light of experience, if
the Parliament is asked to consider another
proposed amendment, the Opposition confirms its attitude that it will go along with
the course of action, if that is what the Minister would prefer. The Opposition gives an
undertaking that if, when the Bill has been
operating for twelve months, it is returned
to this House for debate of an urgent question, the Opposition will not do anything to
frustrate that process and will gladly participate in any debate and respond on the evidence the Minister would want to bring forward at the time.
Mr ROPER (Minister of Health)-The
Government believes this is an important
part of the proposed legislation because it is
not sufficient simply to ensure that there is
adequate control over individual machines

Health (Radiation Safety) Bill

and users, but the quantum of radioactive
exposure that can occur in the community
must also be dealt with. As the honourable
member for Benambra said, the proposal is
not new. It certainly applies to hospital beds
and, from a safety point of view, the
Government believes it should also apply to
devices, particularly larger devices.
I am not sure whether honourable
members are aware that there is a power of
appeal against refusal of any application.
That would remove any arbitrary decision
by the Health Commission or its officers
and will ensure that any person who
believes he has a proper grievance about a
decision of the commission would be able to
take up the matters. No one suggests that
every decision made by any body or organization is always 100 per cent correct, and
that is why specific appeal provisions
against the refusal of any application have
been included.
Some years ago, there was concern about
the proliferation of computerized axial
tomography machines in Victoria and the
Government of the day had a report
prepared on the matter. The report
suggested that there should be limitations
placed on the spread of CAT scanners, as
the machines are now known. The present
Government is aware that that report has
been overtaken because there have been
changes in technology. Even though the
Government of the day thought it sufficient
to have a detailed report prepared, it was
not in a position to do anything about the
results of that report.
The honourable member for Benambra
mentioned the developments that are
occurring with NMR machines. They may
well face the same difficulties as the CAT
scanners, but that is some years off.
Currently, there are no powers as to number
and type of devices required in Victoria and
this proposal is aimed at ensuring that that
power is available. The Government does
not intend that power to be used in a
random or frequent way, but where there is
a situation, such as the CAT scanner situation, it is necessary to have that power in
order to provide some protection to the
public.
The honourable members for Benambra
and Mildura referred to the protection that
exists with referrals. As honourable
members know, while it is a general
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protection, it is not a complete protection
and there can be referrals, tests and diagnostic processes carried out that are inappropriate. It is the Government's view that this
proposal would enable the commission to
ensure that there was a protection for the
community, if that protection were
required.
Following the discussions that occurred
with the officers of the commission and the
honourable member for Mildura, a problem
was revealed by the honourable member
regarding people who have existing apparatus. It is the Government's intention to
move an amendment to overcome that
difficulty. I make the point now because it
has some significance in relation to the
clause. It deals with future equipment, not
with equipment that is currently in the
system. I thank the honourable member for
Mildura for the suggestion, as it has
certainly improved the construction of the
clause.
Mr WHITING (Mildura)- I am interested in the final comments made by the
Minister of Health because, in a quick reading of the newly-printed proposed amendments, I cannot see reference to the points
he made. A grandfather clause could be a
suitable alternative, but when that point
was put to the people interested in the eventual usage of this provision of the Act, they
believed the changes inherent in the present
clause far outweighed the problems.
Under the grandfather clause proposal,
the existing equipment would be licensed;
there would be no problem with that.
However, any new equipment proposed to
be put in place would have to be granted a
licence and a need for that equipment in a
location would have to be demonstrated.
While that seems simple enough on the
surface, it may not be so simple in practice.
The grandfather clause may be included in
the further amendments, in which case, one
would have to look at page 9 of the Bill, but I
expected it to be included in the printed
copy of the proposed amendments before
the Committee.
The Minister is now prepared to put
forward a grandfather clause, but the
National Party is still strongly opposed to
the provision in paragraph (c). The honourable member for Benambra indicated that
this provision could be referred to a
committee of Parliament; that is another
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angle and one that has a good deal of judge himselfwill not have data available to
merit.
him that has been established and has been
the
subject of public scrutiny, input, debate
Mr Roper- The committee is presently
and acceptance. The judge will have to hear
dealing with two hefty references.
the evidence given by various experts and
Mr WHITING-That may be, but this then make some sort of value judgment.
situation could still be referred to the Social How he would do that, I do not know. A
Development Committee. That committee measure that puts a citizen into the position
could investigate the proposals and report of having to go to a court of law on appeal
back to Parliament prior to any further from a statutory authority, with all the
action being taken. The National Party will attendant costs and the delays involved in
continue to press on with the amendments litigation, is unsatisfactory. There is no way
already moved.
in the wide world that anybody could give
The sitting was suspended at 1 p. m. until advice to a person who wished to appeal
against a decision of the Health Commis2.5p.m.
sion and the judge himself would have great
Mr LIEBERMAN (Benambra)- I reiter- difficulty in determining the matter.
ate the Opposition's dissatisfaction with the
The great flaw in the Minister's proposiexplanation given by the Minister in
support of the provision of which the tion is that no parameters have been estabNational Party has moved the removal. The lished. The Opposition has said it is not
greatest flaw in the proposition put forward closing its mind on this issue but we would
by the Minister is that the question of what like inquiry and research into it to ascertain
is or is not a more than adequate diagnostic whether parameters can be established by
or therapeutic facility in the State of inquiry, research and consultation, and the
Victoria defies definition. There are no Health Commission could then be given
guidelines; no formulae have been the guidelines if the need arises. At this stage,
subject of public debate or public input or the Opposition believes, as does the
analysis. The provision will put into the National Party, that this type of provision is
hands of the Health Commission an unnecessary and Draconian and that more
awesome responsibility and will give it than adequate provisions are already in the
control over the future location, investment Bill to achieve the basic and major objective
and activities of people of this State without of the measure, which is to ensure that
radiation safety is properly controlled,
there being any adequate criteria.
licensed and registered in this State.
I am not suggesting for one moment that
The CHAIRMAN (Mr Wilton)-I shall
the Bill need necessarily eventually contain
a precise definition of what adequate diag- put the first amendment to test the feeling of
nostic or therapeutic facility is; what I am the Committee.
suggesting is that the argument put forward
The Committee divided on Mr Whiting's
by the honourable member for Mildura, amendment (Mr Wilton in the chair).
supported by myself, is that the provision
23
Ayes
on its own, without data or information as
Noes
39
to how the Health Commission is to
measure these cases, should be omitted and
Majority against the amendthat there ought to be further inquiries,
ment
16
either by the Social Development CommitAYES
tee, as I suggested, or by the process of
Mr Austin
Mr Reynolds
twelve months of operation of the Bill withMr Burgin
Mr Richardson
out the provision in it.
MrDelzoppo
Mr Ross-Edwards
Mr Dickinson
Mr Salt marsh
The ~linister has said, rather blithely,
MrEbery
MrTanner
"But there is a right of appeal against a deciMrEvans
Mr Templeton
sion of the Health Commission on the ques(Gippsland East)
Mr Wallace
MrHann
MrWhiting
tion of whether there is adequate diagnostic
MrWilliams
Mr Jona
or therapeutic facility". That is true, but I
Mr Liebennan
suggest that that right of appeal before a
Tellers:
MrMcKellar
County Court judge will cause just as many
Mr Maclellan
Mr Jasper
MrRamsay
MrLeigh
difficulties-in fact, even more, because the
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Mr Norris
Mr Pope
Mrs Ray
Mr Roper
Mr Rowe
Mr Seitz
Mr Sheehan
(Ballarat South)
MrShell
Mr Sidiropoulos
MrSimpson
Mr Stirling
Mrs Toner
Mr Trezise
Dr Vaughan
MrWalsh
MrWilkes

MrCain
MrCathie
DrCoghill
MrCrabb
MrCulpin
Mr Ernst
Mr Fogarty
Mr Fordham
MrGavin
MrGray
Mr Harrowfield
Mr Hassett
Mrs Hill
Mr Hockley
Mr Ihlein
Mr Jolly
Mr Kirkwood
Mr McDonald
Mr Mathews
Mr Micallef
Mr Newton

Tellers:
Mr McCutcheon
Mr Remington

PAIR
Mr Wood

Mr Sheehan
(lvanhoe)

Mr ROPER (Minister of Health)-I
move:
11. Clause 5, page 5, line 19, after "repair" insert
"dispose of".
12. Clause 5, page 5, line 37, after "Officer" insert
"approved by the Commission".
13. Clause 5, page 5, line 38, after this line insert the
following words and expressions:
"(e) requiring or controlling the use of nuclear medicine or radiological equipment which is ancillary
to the apparatus or radio-active substance."
14. Clause 5, page 6, line 5, omit "dento-maxilla"
and insert "dento-maxillary".
15. Clause 5, page 6, line 8, before "the" insert
"section 8 (2) of".
16. Clause 5, page 6, line 9, before "radiography"
insert "plain".
17. Clause 5, page 6, line 16, after this line insert the
following words and expressions:
(7) The Commission may refuse to issue a licence
where it(a) considers it necessary to do so in the interests of
public safety;
(b) in the case ofa licence to use radiation apparatus
or a radio-active substance, considers that the
proposed use of radiation is inappropriate or
unnecessary; or
(c) is not satisfied that the applicant(i) is a fit and proper person to hold such a
licence;
(ii) has the appropriate training qualifications
and experience to undertake the proposed
procedures under the licence;
(iii) has the training qualifications and experience to carry out the proposed procedures
under the licence in such a way that the
health of any person will not be endangered;
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(iv) has appropriate safety equipment and
shielding devices to maintain radiation
safety. "
18. Clause 5, page 6, line 28, omit "or".
19. Clause 5, page 6, line 33, after this line insert the
following words and expressions:
"(f) that there is a significant risk that the health of
any person is or may be endangered; or
(g) that the holder of the licence or registered owner

has failed to maintain a satisfactory standard of
radiation safety."
20. Clause 5, page 7, line 24, omit "$5000" and insert
"$10 000".
21. Clause 5, page 8, line 2, omit "extent" and insert
"effect".
22. Clause 5, page 8, line 7, omit "and to keep" and
insert "requiring the keeping of records and providing
for access by the Commission to the".
23. Clause 5, page 8, line 13, omit "hazard and to
require the" and insert "radiation hazard, to determine
the manner of".
24. Clause 5, page 8, line 14, after "exemption" insert
"and to impose conditions on the exemption".
25. Clause 5, page 8, line 20, omit "$5000" and insert
"$10 000".
26. Clause 5, page 8, line 27, after "or" insert "radiation".
27. Clause 5, page 8, line 29, omit "source" and insert
"substance".
28. Clause 5, page 8, line 38, after "premises" insert
"and members of the public".
29. Clause 5, page 8, line 40, omit "sources" and
insert "substances".
30. Clause 5, page 8, line 42, omit "source" and insert
"substance".
31. Clause 5, page 9, line 11, omit "sources" and
insert "substances".
32. Clause 5, page 9, line 12, after this line insert the
following words and expressions:
"(u) exempting or authorizing the Commission to
exempt any radioactive substance or radiation
apparatus from all or any of the provisions of
this Division and imposmg conditions on the
exemptions;
(v) prohibiting or regulating the disposal of radioactive substances;
(w) prescribing the qualifications and duties of
Radiation Safety Officers;
(x) prohibiting or regulating the use of nuclear
!TIedi~ine radiolo~cal or ot~er.equipment which
IS anCillary to regIstered radiation apparatus or a
radio-active substance;
(y) requiring personal monitoring of any person
likely to be exposed to radiation;
(z) prescribing aetion to be taken in circumstances

where any person has been subject to an excessive dose of radiation, or there has been an accidental leakage or spillage of radiation or other
emergency;
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giving the Commission access to records relating
to personal monitoring or exposure to radiation;
(zb) authorizing an officer of the commission to seize
any radiation apparatus or radio-active
substance which is not licensed or registered as
required by this Division;
(zc) prescribing methods of transport storage and
disposal of radiation apparatus or radio-active
substances; "
33. Clause 5, page 9, line 13, omit "(u)" and insert
"(zd)".
34. Clause 5, page 9, line 15, omit "(v)" and insert
(za)

"(ze)".

34A. Clause 5, page 9, line 25, after this line insert the
following words and expressions:
."(2) The provisions of section 108AE (5) (c) of the
Principal Act shall not apply to the registration
of a radiation apparatus or a sealed radioactive
source where, immediately before the
commencement of this section, there was a
licence in force in respect of that apparatus or
source which was issued under section 108 of the
Principal Act."

Amendment No. 11 emphasizes the need
for appropriate control of disposal which
was not previously contained in the legislation. Amendment No. 12 clarifies that the
radiation safety officer must be approved by
the commission as is provided in section
108A (3) (a). Amendment No. 13 proposes
that the control of exposure is not dependent only on the actual apparatus used in
X-rays but also on the ancillary equipment
detecting the radiation, for instance an
image intensifier film or the like. This is also
true of nuclear medicine where it will be
dependent on the adequate performance of
the detector, for instance the gamma scanner or detector. It is not just the actual
apparatus but also the detector and the
other part of the equipment involved in that
procedure.
Proposed new paragraph (e) allows the
commission to make regulations in respect
of ancillary equipment which is not of itself
radiation apparatus. Although that does not
mean every aspect, it certainly means the
major aspects.
Amendment No. 14 corrects a spelling
error.
Amendment No. 15 amends the Chiropractors and Osteopaths Act which contains
a grandfather clause to allow the practising
of persons who practised as chiropractors
prior to the introduction of the Act. Section
8 (2) covers chiropractors registered since
the introduction of the Act. That

Health (Radiation Safety) Bill

amendment is included at the request of the
Australian Chiropractors Association
which pointed out that those registered
under the grandfather clause had, in general,
no training in the use of X-rays. It should be
noted that, where the commission can be
satisfied that an applicant has the appropriate qualifications, the restriction
included in paragraph (b) does not apply.
The aim there is to cover people with some
background in the area, not those who were
dealt with by Parliament under the grandfather clause that was originally moved by
the Labor Party when in opposition and
accepted by the former Government.
Amendment No. 16 deals with plain radiography. Some radiography of the vertebral
column is complex and invasive and would
not be required by chiropractors. In general,
it is intended to restrict chiropractors to
taking simple X-rays of the spinal column,
and the term "plain radiography" covers
that type of radiography.
Amendment No. 17 inserts a new subsection (7) to make clear the grounds on
which the commission may refuse to issue a
licence.

Mr Whiting-For chiropractors?
Mr ROPER- The sub-section deals with
the operation of equipment. The grounds
are those of public safety; inappropriate and
unnecessary uses of radioactive substances
such as in toys or frivolous entertainment
devices; inadequate training or qualification of the applicant; and lack of appropriate additional safety facilities to enable
radiation safety to be maintained.
Amendment No. 18 is consequential in
nature.
Amendment No. 19 inserts new paragraphs (j) and (g) to make clear the commission's power to cancel or suspend a licence
in the event of there being a significant
hazard or failure of the licence holder to
!llaintain standards of safet~~m aware of
Instances where that has occUrred and
where, although action has eventually been
taken, the existing legislation"'is inadequate.
Amendment No. 20 amends the maximum penalty in line with the penalties
included in the South Australian and New
South Wales Acts.
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Amendment No. 21 amends the clause to
allow for medical examination to determine
any effect on a person who is subject to
radiation exposure.
Amendment No. 22 provides for the
commission to gain access to the records of
medical examinations of persons exposed,
in order to monitor any adverse effects, to
ensure that appropriate remedial action is
taken to prevent further exposure and to
deal with any adverse problems. The Government is concerned to ensure that it can
gain access to records on this restricted basis
to protect people who may have been subject to adverse effects.
Amendment No. 23 recognizes that it
should not be required to label all exempt
items. For example, television sets produce
small amounts of radioactivity, but the Act
will not require them to be labelled as
exempt. The amendment allows the commission to determine whether apparatus
should be labelled and how. It also inserts
"radiation" before "hazard", to correct an
inadvertent omission in the preparation of
the Bill.
Amendment No. 24 provides that the
commission may grant exemptions in terms
of certain conditions. For example, a piece
of apparatus containing a small radioactive
source may be exempt, so long as the source
remains within the apparatus but not when
the source is free of the built-in shielding of
the apparatus.
Amendment No. 25 varies the penalty in
accordance with legislation in other States.
Amendment No. 26 corrects a drafting
error. The clause should apply only to radiation apparatus.
Amendment No. 27 corrects a drafting
error. "Radiation source" is not defined.
Amendment No. 28 recognizes that the
health of members of the public, as well as
of customers, patients or employees, may be
endangered. In other words, the specifications of customers, patients or employees
made that provision too narrow.
Amendments No. 29, 30 and 31 correct
drafting errors relating to the fact that
"radiation source" is not defined.
Amendment No. 32 inserts a number of
additional powers to make regulations.
Those powers are included in proposed new
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paragraphs labelled (u) through to (zc). Incidentally, the sooner a total revision of the
Health Act is undertaken, the better it will
be for all of us who deal with it. Those who
understand the Health Act know what a
Herculean task that will be.
Proposed new paragraph (u) provides for
the commission to exempt radioactive substance or radiation apparatus from the need
to be registered or to be used only by licence
holders, and also to impose conditions on
the exemption.
Paragraph (v) provides a clear power for
the commission to control the disposal of
radioactive material, a matter that was
raised in a number of submissions that were
received.
Paragraph (w) provides power for the
commission to specify the qualifications
and duties of radiation safety officers, a
matter that was raised earlier in Committee
by the honourable member for Mildura.
Paragraph (x) provides a power to make
regulations with respect to nuclear medicine
or ancillary apparatus used in conjunction
with radioactive sources or radiation-producing apparatus to ensure that dosages are
minimized. Again, submissions concerning
the importance of that matter were
received.
Paragraph (y) provides power for the
commission to make regulations regarding
personnel monitoring for measuring, on a
continuous basis, of the dosage of radiation
received by a person. This power would
apply particularly in respect of workers in
the radiation area.
Paragraph (z) provides power for the
commission to specify the remedial action
that should be taken in cases of a radiation
accident or emergency. Currently, there are
difficulties with our legislation in this field.
Paragraph (za) provides power to ensure
that the commission has access to records of
personal exposures and relates to the earlier
problems I mentioned.
Paragraph (zb) provides power for
officers of the commission to seize any
radiation apparatus or radioactive substance which is in use in contravention of
the Act. That power is necessary because
such equipment or substance may be in use
in contravention of the Act and the normal
slow remedies may well prove insufficient.
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Paragraph (zc) provides power to make
regulations with respect to appropriate
transport, storage and disposal. Again, that
important area was not considered until
additional submissions on the matter were
received.

Opposition accepts that matters of a technical nature, by and large, must be dealt with
by the promulgation of regulations rather
than by drafting them technically into the
Bill. The problem is confronted and the
Opposition accepts that.

Amendments No. 33 and 34 make consequential drafting amendments.

By the time the Bill reaches another place,
the Opposition hopes the Minister will
accept the arguments put to him on other
health measures over the past few monthshe has already accepted them and we thank
him for that-that regulation-making powers of this type should be subject to disallowance by the Parliament. That would provide a valuable stop gap or safety valve on
some of the unknowns, which the Opposition recognizes are ahead, in the technical
regulations that are made.

In discussion with my officers, the honourable member for Mildura pointed out
that concern exists in the health field that
proposed new section I08AE (5) (c) would
apply to apparatus that people already have.
The Government has taken a forward looking view rather than a hindsight view. Following the discussions between the honourable member for Mildura and my officers, it
was agreed to move an additional amendment which provides that proposed new
section I08AE(5) (c) will not apply to radiation apparatus or a sealed radioactive
source where a licence was currently in force
in respect of that apparatus or source.
Mr LIEBERMAN (Benambra)- The
number and the nature of the amendments
that the Minister of Health has moved and
explained require a much greater in-depth
analysis than the Committee can give them
today. It is the intention of the Opposition
that I, as shadow Minister of Health, comment on those amendments but those comments will not be regarded as the final view
held by the Opposition on the amendments
and the Bill as amended. As a consequence,
it may well be that when the Bill reaches
another place the Opposition in that place
will need to put forward matters for further
consideration.
I am sure the Minister is already aware of
that intention but it is important to reiterate
it at this stage because of the way in which
the Committee is proceeding. Some of the
comments I shall make now will confirm
the continuing concern of the Opposition
over the wide ambit of the proposed legislation and, despite the good intentions of the
Bill which is supported by the Opposition, it
will unwittingly cast too wide a net.
The amendments proposed by the Minister will affect the regulation-making powers that are set out in the Bill and will allow
the Governor in Council to make regulations on a wide range of matters. The

The Opposition has not prepared an
amendment yet for the Committee to consider but does foreshadow that it hopes that
agreement between all parties can be
reached to move an amendment to that
effect before the Bill is debated in another
place. This would be a valuable safeguard
for the Parliament. There is no need for me
to explain in detail why regulation-making
powers of that nature should be subject to
disallowance by the Parliament; suffice for
me to say that unless they are so provided,
the only other way they can be provided is
through disallowance of the old Committee
legislation which enables the committee
which is now part of the Legal and Constitutional Committee to make recommendations to Parliament. Those recommendations are made on an extremely narrow
basis but not with the voracity of that regulation or to draw issue with that regulation.
I hope the Minister will respond favourably to that su~estion because in another
place the OpPosItion will canvass that matter more widely as well as other amendments to the regulation-making powers if on
further analysis that appears to be the
appropriate step. I raise alarm at the wording of some of the amendments, for
example, amendment No. 17 proposed by
the Minister of Health to clause 5, page 6,
line 16, which proposes that:
The Commission may refuse to issue a licence where
it(a) considers it necessary to do so in the interests of
public safety;
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The Opposition seeks more information
from the Minister on the guidelines or criteria on which he understands the commission would interpret that new sub-section.
How would one define the parameters of
public safety? One would need to know
more and obviously the Opposition supports the principle that public safety must
be a major consideration.
The Opposition is not opposed to that; it
is simply a matter of knowing what the subsection means in application. One must
remember that a statutory authority will be
asked by the Parliament to administer those
clauses. It is our duty as Parliamentarians to
offer guidelines, if possible to members of
the Public Service and the statutory authority-in this case, the Health Commission-so that they are not subjected to
unnecessary criticism and unnecessary
work by reason of challenges to the exercising of their authority.
Sometimes those challenges are based on
a point of law where the Act is so vague,
wide and uncertain that it becomes a rich
paradise for lawyers rather than wording for
the people who simply want to get on with
the job. I raise alarm at the working of the
second half of amendment No. 17, which
provides for new sub-section 7 of clause
108AE. The amendment contemplates that
the commission may refuse to issue a
licence where(b) in the case of a licence to use radiation apparatus
or a radio-active substance, considers that the proposed use of radiation is inappropriate or unnecessary;
or

Again, those words signal that that is a shoring up of the other amendment, which is
objectionable to the Opposition and the
National Party. A division was held on the
amendment moved by the honourable
member for Mildura and unfortunately the
Opposition and the National Party were
defeated.
Members on the Opposition side of the
Chamber are anxious to have that re-examined. We hope that reasonable re-examination will take place in the other place. I am
sure honourable members will agree that
the Health Commission has been given a
very important and awesome power over
the community. I also accept that the Minister proposes these amendments in good
faith and I do not suggest that he has any
sinister motive.
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Following the second-reading debate the
Minister responded in an effort to try to
spell out some of the measures. I am not
criticizing the Minister for that but in doing
so he has continued to give the Health Commission the right to refuse a licence or to
impose or vary certain conditions where it
considers the proposed use of the apparatus
that emits radiation is inappropriate or
unnecessary. I cannot understand how a
public servant, without some wider criteria
and guidelines, can honestly administer that
type of law. He will be under attack all the
t\l!le and, in some cases, people will consl'\1er that the decisions of the bureaucrats
w~e irrelevant or unnecessary.
\

The Opposition does not argue with the
measure if the decisions are made on safety
grounds. No argument exists over safety
grounds, which have made a vacuum in the
ivory tower, so to speak. Parliament is the
place to lay down the parameters in which
the Public Service is asked to act on behalf
of the people of Victoria. The Public Service
should not be asked to take upon itself such
awesome powers over the rights of Victorians in those sorts of matters without a
better briefing, to use a colloquial expression, than it has received at present.
I indicate to the Minister that I will not be
calling a division on this amendment but
point out that it is simply chapter two on the
dialogue. When the Bill is in the other place,
more fruitful discussions will take place and
a solution may be found to the problem
which the Minister is well aware is of grave
concern to the Opposition. I received a copy
of the detailed submission made by the Australian Medical Association and, because I
received the submission only this morning,
I cannot do justice to it in the Committee
today. It is a shame that the submission was
not received earlier. I thank the Minister for
informing me, across the table, that some
items in the submission have been taken
into account. However, the submission
comprises twelve pages and will require
further consideration.
By the time the Bill reaches the Upper
House, I hope to have examined the matter
thoroughly and a value judgment can be
made about the policy of the Opposition in
that respect. The covering letter accompanying the submission expresses two concerns about the Bill, namely:
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The power given to the Health Commission by the
Bill to regulate the location of radiation apparatus to be
used in the diagnosis and therapy of human beings.

Enough has been said about that, but I remind honourable members that yet another
organization holds the same view as that of
the Royal Australasian College of Radiologists, the Royal Australian College of
General Practitioners, the Opposition, the
National Party and quite a few others.
The second major concern of the Australian Medical Association is the proposal
to license medical practitioners to limit the
type and range of examinations they may
perform. This was dealt with in the amendment and the whole of clause 5 concerns this
matter. During the second-reading debate I
lamented the fact that the Bill seemed to be
negatively drafted because it lacked aims
and objectives. I can understand the problem of the Minister, but the aims and objectives, which form part of the old Health Act,
could be the pace-setter for the rewrite of the
Health Act.
If the Bill contained aims and objectives,
much apprehension and misunderstanding
on the part of the professions could have
been allayed. The professions are fearful
that, having obtained medical and technical
qualifications as radiologists, radiographers
or physicists, it appears that they must now
report to the bureaucracy-the Health
Commission-to obtain registration.
I urge the Minister to re-examine the
potential for recasting the Bill to declare
that the licensing and registration of certain
basic qualifications are accepted for certain
basic types of operation or use. I am aware
from briefings I have had that this might
well act against the interests of some of the
practitioners. I thank the good doctor who
raised that valid point and briefed me on the
reasons why this was the case.
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An examination of the amendment illustrates that potential exists for the recasting
of some clauses to provide basic recognition
of the registration and licensing of some
apparatus. This could avoid mountains of
red tape and reduce the volume of work that
rests on !the shoulders of the bureaucrats
who are already hard pressed. It is in the
interests of everyone that bureaucrats
become involved in productive work rather
than becoming bogged down with unnecessary paper work.
During the second-reading debate I mentioned that the Bill contemplates that
licences and registration should be valid for
a period of only one year. Obviously, an
application for renewal will have to be processed every year in the case of each practitioner. In 1975 the Osteopathy, Chiropractic and Naturopathy Committee on page xiv
of its report recommended a period of three
years for licences. The Bill ought to be
amended to extend. the period beyond
twelve months, and the question of whether
the three-year period is appropriate is a
matter for further discussion. However, one
should take into account that this represents
an opportunity of limiting red tape and
avoiding repetitious applications for
licences.
The amendments also touch broadly on
the rights of people aggrieved as a result of
Health Commission decisions. The Opposition believes the rights of appeal are too narrow. Proposed new sub-section I08AH (1)
states:
A person who feels aggrieved by a decision of the
Commission cancelling or suspending his licence or
registration under this Division may appeal to a judge
of the County Court within three months after receiving notification of the cancellation or suspension.

The right of appeal is inadequate and
requires extension because at this stage
there appears to be no right of appeal on a
variation decision by the commission. An
of the earlier clause reveals
While the measure is between here and examination
that
the
commission
has power to vary the
another place, I ask the Minister to conduct
under which the licence is
joint discussions with representatives of the conditions
The Opposition believes that if one
Royal Australasian College of Radiologists, issued.
has a right of appeal, one should have a right
the Royal Australian College of General of
appeal on all decisions of the commisPractitioners, the Australian Medical Association and radiographers to ascertain sion, including rights on variations.
Similarly, there does not appear to be a
whether consensus can be reached on the
issue. The Opposition reserves its final clause that spells out clearly that one has a
judgment on this point until the outcome of right of appeal on the conditions that may
be imposed on a licence or registration.
those discussions is known.
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will, if the amendment is adopted, be given
the power to refuse to issue a licence to a
radiographer. One could imagine the applicant being unable to obtain registration as a
radiographer if that person is not sufficiently qualified. If the amendment is
adopted, the Health Commission may
refuse to issue a licence to use radiation
apparatus or a radioactive substance where
As I foreshadowed, the Bill will become a it considers that the proposed use of radiamajor Committee Bill in the Legislative tion is either inappropriate or unnecessary.
Council. I have dealt with some matters How on earth will the Health Commission
which require public examination. How- make that objective decision? A similar
ever, the Opposition will not be calling divi- problem arose earlier in the debate when the
sions at this stage because it is confident and Committee was asked to consider granting
ever optimistic that by the time the Bill the Health Commission the right to decide
reaches the Legislative Council, all hon- where certain types of equipment will be
ourable members will have contributed based in Victoria. The proposed amendtowards improving it.
ment reflects the centralist Socialist policy
adopted by the Minister of Health and the
Mr WHITING (Mildura)-The Minister Government. The mind boggles at the posmoved a large number of further diverse sibility involved in the extension of that
amendments to clause 5 of the Bill. It is type of provision over the various persons
difficult to make coherent comments when who will apply for a licence once the amendthe amendments are moved in a "lump ment is adopted.
sum."
It must be remembered that these licences
I congratulate the Minister of Health on are renewed annually. It is reasonable to
the amendment to proposed section I08AF suggest that, for example, a person could be
(5) (b) which will limit the range of radi- issued with a licence for 1984, but that perography that chiropractors and osteopaths son could have either a political or personal
can perform. That restriction, if adopted, difference with an officer of the Health
will be sufficient to allow these persons to Commission connected with radiation
perform their healing tasks without being safety and that officer could say, "I do not
unduly inhibited. However, it will prevent believe the use of the apparatus this person
them from taking X-ray photographs of is seeking the licence for is either approvarious joints of the body, and will limit priate or necessary". The commission
officer could say to the person concerned,
their actIvities to the vertebral column.
"On this occasion, your licence will not be
The chiropractors did request the Min- renewed".
ister to amend the Bill to permit them also
Indeed, the proposed amendment goes
to take X-rays of the pelvic area of the body. further by stating that the commission may
However, the proposed limitation is seQs- refuse to issue a licence where it is not satisible and I congratulate the Minister on mdv- fied that the applicant is a fit and proper
ing the amendment.
person to hold a licence. Presuming that the
person has satisfied the registration process,
However, the National Party is deeply who in the commission will decide whether
concerned at the amendment to insert a sub- the applicant is a fit and proper person to
section (7) in proposed section I08AF. the hold a licence? If the proposed amendment
sub-section will further restrict radi- is adopted, the registration procedure will
ographers from obtaining a licence and will become a farce.
provide the Health Commission with unThe National Party will be pleased to hear
necessary powers to refuse to issue a licence.
The National Party is unsure of where the from the Minister why it is necessary to alter
objection came from but it has been the registration procedure. It is all very well
informed that there is a registration board for the Minister to claim that there is a right
that vets the qualifications of radiographers. of appeal against the decision of the comIt is staggering that the Health Commission mission. However, the only right of

Although that ought to be clarified, I am
told that section 387 of the Health Act may
well be the answer to that. Let us make absolutely sure of this. So far as I can detect, no
honourable members of any political persuasion want to deprive a person of the right
of appeal on decisions made by the Health
Commission.

I'
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appeal is contained under section 387 of the
Health Act, which is a broad provision that
states(1) Save as otherwise expressly provided if the Commission or any council refuses or neglects(a) to give its approval or consent to any application

made pursuant to this Act; or
(b) to-grant any application for or for the renewal of

any registration under this Actthe applicant may within one month apply ex parte to a
judge of the County Court for an order calling upon the
Commission or the council (as the case may be) to
appear before a judge of the County Court nominated
by the chairman of judges of the said Court on a day
and at a time named in the order and to show cause
why the approval or consent to or the granting of the
application is withheld.

An applicant would have to subject himself
to that unwieldy procedure in an endeavour
to obtain a licence and to discover the
reasons why he is considered not to be a fit
and proper person to hold a licence.
There will be many abuses of the democratic system if this amendment is adopted.
Abuses could be inflicted by those Health
Commission officers who could take their
duties far too zealously. Although that may
not always be the case, the amendment, if
adopted, could make the day-to-day operations completely intolerable for some radiographers, who will have to renew their
licences annually if they are to remain in
business. It would be unreal for a body sitting in judgment on an applicant for a
licence for a person to carry out either his or
her normal occupation of radiography to
believe the applicant is not a fit and proper
person to hold a licence and should therefore be placed on the unemployment list.
The National Party urges the Minister to
review the amendment because, if it is
adopted, it will go further than necessary in
controlling the types of persons who will
seek to obtain licences as radiographers.
Another matter that causes the National
Party concern is the amendment to increase
the penalty for failing to comply with the
provisions of the regulation from $5000 to
$10 000. I would hope that information has
been provided to the Minister that would
indicate that the $5000 fine was out of date
within the last year or two, because I gather
that the drafting of this Bill took place last
year. A lOO per cent increase in the maximum penalties to be provided under this
provision is completely intolerable.
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I wonder what type of offence the Minister had in mind when he was indicating a
penalty of $10000, because if a person's
future employment is at stake, he will be
very worried about coming under the criticism ofthe Health Commission and will not
take the risk of incurring the fine, even up to
$5000, which is severe enough, and therefore the reason for increasing that amount
on two occasions to $10 000 eludes me.
There are 23 heads of regulation-making
powers under the Bill and the Minister has
increased that to 29 heads of regulationmaking powers under this amendment. The
Health Commission may have been carried
away by an over-kill situation to tie up every
loophole.
As the honourable member for Benambra
said, it is difficult to debate the amendments
because some of them are not substantial
and they do not need to be debated one by
one, but others are of consequence and are
difficult to debate under this proposal. I am
interested to hear the Minister's answer to
the criticism that radiographers will have to
face even more severe provisions for working without a licence than before the Bill was
drafted.
Mr ROPER (Minister of Health)-A
number of matters have been raised by the
honourable member for Benambra and the
honourable member for Mildura, and I will
go through them. Firstly, the Government
has no difficulty with the disallowance provisions and it would be our intention to take
action to have that amendment introduced
in the other place.

The honourable member for Benambra
and the honourable member for Mildura in
their second-reading speeches referred to
the view of some medical practitioner
groups that medical practitioners, because
of their M.B.B.S. degree, and subsequent
training, should have the right to practise as
they see fit. I know that is the view that has
been put to me, and the view that has
obviously been put to honourable members
who have spoken on this matter.
Let me say by way of explanation of the
Australian Medical Association amendments: The Australian Medical Association
wrote to me last week expressing its distress
at not being given a copy of the legislation. I
immediately telephoned Dr Ryall of the
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Australian Medical Association and he
recalled receiving the material from me. It
was minuted at a regular meeting between
the Health Commission and the Australian
Medical Association on December 16, so
there was obviously some slip-up on the
part of the Australian Medical Association,
whi~h has meant that its submission has
come late.
A number of proposals of the Australian
Medical Association have been adopted,
and a couple of other minor proposals, I suspect, will be adopted between here and
another place. However, let me make the
Government's position crystal clear. It does
not believe that having a medical degree, an
M.B.B.S., from either one of the universities
in Melbourne, or some other university
recognized by the Medical Board, entitles
that practitioner to carry out all the functions relating to the use of X-ray equipment
or any other equipment.
I believe that I should take the House
through the reason why the Government
adopts that strong attitude. The facts of the
matter are that many medical practitioners
are incompetent in the area of both radiology and X-ray use. I direct the attention of
the House to a recent example that has come
to the Government's attention, which
demonstrates for members of the other
parties who said that they wanted examples
and they wanted to know what the Government was about.
Last year, our occupational health service, after inspecting the Darley Fire Brick
Co. Pty Ltd at Bacchus Marsh, wrote to that
company advising that chest X-rays of its
employees would be advisable because of
the nature of their work. X-rays had been
done of company employees in the past and
they had been carried out by either private
radiologists or by the commission's unit. On
this occasion, the manager arranged for the
local doctor to have the X-rays done at the
Bell Street Medical Centre, Bacchus Marsh.
When my officers received the X-rays and
reports they were flabbergasted and, as Dr
Milne's memorandum to me states, "The
quality of those X-rays speaks for itself."
I have got copies of those X-rays and it is
the view of the professional officers in the
commission that these radiographs are
totally inadequate and present unnecessary
radiation, since they provide no information of the type of disease that was being
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sought. While most honourable members
have not seen the X-rays, there is no doubt
that they are very bad from a technical point
of view. Many of them were severely
damaged in the processing and many of
them were not taken correctly in the first
place. The Government is concerned also
that the particular practitioner actually
reported on these X-rays. My advice is that
on most of the X-rays a report was impossible, with the result that these workers were
exposed to X-rays that mayor may not have
been dangerous at the time, but they will
have to be exposed again, which is an unnecessary exposure, because of the incompetence of the operator in the first
instance.
My officers acted, in my view, with commendable speed in this matter and checked
out this particular clinic and found that the
device there-and this is the matter to
which the honourable member for Mildura
referred - was not licensed. In other words,
offences were bein~ committed by having
that particular facihty on the premises.
Other practices in Bacchus Marsh were
then inspected and devices there were not
licensed. The dentist and the chiropractor
also did not have their devices licensed. The
Government suspects that this pattern can
be found throughout the State and that there
are devices about the existence of which
there is no official knowledge. They mayor
may not be safe devices and they mayor
may not be used by persons who are competent in their usage. This is a further
example of what radiologists and other professional people like to point out-the need
for persons in the various professions to be
carefully examined before they are automatically licensed or before their particular
apparatus is automatically registered.
I can assure everyone that the Victorian
Government will not agree with propositions that, just because people have a basic
medical degree, they should be able to practise. The example demonstrates the public
health risk, which is why the Bill was introduced. I hope there will not be many more
examples such as this, but all honourable
members know from their own experience
that that is unfortunately the case. The Government is currently considering what attitude it should adopt towards the doctors
who have not complied with the law in that
regard. Again, ifit were an isolated incident,
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I would probably not be referring to it in this
way, but, regrettably, otherpeople'ofa more
specialist nature have not taken the time,
before using the machines, to have them
comply with the existing inadequate provisions of the Act.
Both the honourable members for Benambra and Mildura referred to proposed
section 108AG. The question of public safety
is a common Health Act provision and
exists because it makes it clear that, where
an application for registration of apparatus
is for unsafe use, it can be refused. The provisions of the Bill that the Government
introduced last year were inefficient and the
Bill now before the House sets out the way
in which there can be a refusal. The provision is based on the view that all radiation is
harmful and, therefore, no use of it which
does not have benefits that outweigh possible harm, is desirable. There have been
toys and other such instruments with
sources which could never be justified, but
which, without the power set out in paragraph (b) of the proposed section, could not
be refused. That power enables refusal of
licensing, where the harm outweighs the
benefits that would result.
The honourable member for Benambra
also mentioned the twelve-month licensing
period. As I said at the end of the secondreading debate, I am sympathetic to the
view that he has put to the House, and the
Government will consider this between
here and another place. It may well be that
licences should be for variable periods and,
in some instances, the term could be for longer than twelve months. However, there
would probably not be instances where
licence terms would be less than the
period.
The honourable member for Benambra
mentioned the right of appeal. He discussed
this matter with officers of the Health Commission and pointed to a problem about
varying a condition. It is the intention of the
Government to obtain advice from Parliamentary Counsel, with a view to amending
that provision, as was discussed by the honourable member for Benambra and my
officers and which the honourable member
has mentioned during the course of his
remarks in this Chamber.
The Government has considered the
question of appeal. One of the proposals was
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that there be a right of appeal to the Minister, but the Government decided that that
could mean that, in a whole range of quite
small matters, the Minister would become
involved unnecessarily in the administration of the Act. The honourable member for
Benambra interjects that I have nothing to
do apart from becoming involved with
appeals relating to the Health Act. I can
assure the honourable members that the
occasional matter crops up from time to
time.
The Government examined the question
of section 387 of the principal Act, and
believed that provided a basis for appeal.
The Health Commission is not in the habit
of refusing registration or licensing of other
things under the Health Act on minor
grounds.
Mr Whiting-Does it have other similar
powers to this?
Mr ROPER- Yes, it has similar powers
with regard to private hospitals, nursing
homes and so on. The commission is wary
about using these powers because it knows
that, ifit used them wrongly, the court costs
would be substantial. Of course those costs
have increased with inflation. A pattern has
developed whereby, if things can be properly refused, the commission considers
them for some time.
Mr Williams- Is that why you don't deregister doctors?
Mr ROPER- That is a matter for the
Medical Board.
Mr Williams-But none have been deregistered in recent years.
Mr ROPER-Ifthe honourable member
for Doncaster has evidence on the conduct
of doctors, that evidence should be placed
before the Medical Board. I should be happy
to receive it, as I am sure the Medical Board
would be happy to receive it. I do not recollect receiving material from the honourable
member justifying an inquiry by the Medical Board. However, it seems that he has an
obligation, ifhe makes that kind ofinterjection and allegation, to do something about
it.
Mr Williams- You started off by saying
that the court costs were paramount. I
thought that was what you said.
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Mr ROPER - I am afraid that one interjection seems to be the capacity of the honourable member for Doncaster, because I
cannot understand what he is saying.
The honourable member for Mildura
mentioned the decision to confine chiropractors to plain radiography. For the benefit of honourable members, I should like to
explain the vertebral column. It covers the
spine down to the coccyx and this includes
enough of the pelvis for any requirements
the chiropractors may have. If the pelvis
were also included, it would also allow for
hip joints and so on, expanding the range.
To extend that would have been unacceptable to the Government.
The honourable member for Mildura
raised the question of licences and radiographers. The question of licences applies
to everyone, not just to radiographers. Some
people who believe they are radiographers,
or who might try to become registered as
radiographers, will not be successful
because they will not be eligible for registration and will not be allowed to register. One
of the problems associated with bringing in
some new system is that many people who
believe they should be able to practise, discover that they cannot practise for public
health and safety reasons. The provision
will allow the Health Commission to judge,
for example, the position of outsiders who
are perhaps not formally trained in the sense
of having paper qualifications but who are,
in practice, doing the job.
As I have said, a number of matters raised
by the Opposition and the National Party
will be dealt with between here and another
place, before the Bill is debated in another
place. The question of the Government
simply saying that there will be no requirements on the medical profession is just
unacceptable. The Government believes it
is taking a responsible attitude given the fact
some people can cope in this field and do a
splendid service who may not be radiologists but who are general practitioners
taking a particular interest in the X-ray
field. While many persons are more than
adequate, certainly some are not and I
would not want a situation in which people
are exposed to the poor quality practice of
medicine that has been demonstrated by
those fools from Bacchus Marsh.
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Mr LIEBERMAN (Benambra)-I thank
the Minister of Health for his assurances on
further amendments to be proposed. I refer
the honourable gentleman to another
element which, in some ways, could be in
conflict with his proposal to insert a grandfather clause in his amendment to proposed
section 108AJ (2) appearing on page 9 of the
Bill, line 25. It occurred to me during the
suspension of the sitting for lunch that on
further thought there may be need for some
form of additional grandfather clause in
another area. I refer the Minister of Health
to proposed section I08AE (2) where he will
note that, "The Commission may issue a
licence whether subject to conditions restrictions or limitations or not", to do any of
the things mentioned, and the licence is a
licence to use, operate and manufacture.
Obviously, many people actually operate
equipment now that has already been
licensed under the existing Act. Proposed
section I08AE (4) refers to the commission
not registering any radiation apparatus
unless it is satisfied that certain conditions
exist. I point out that a lot of radiation
apparatus is already licensed in Victoria.
Mr Roper- It has not been checked for
years.
Mr LIEBERMAN - That is right and, for
that reason, the Opposition supports the
strengthening of the law. However, it is true
that if the radiation apparatus is to be dealt
with by a grandfather clause in an amendment of the Minister, it might be necessary
between here and another place to examine
those other two proposed sub-sections to
determine whether there needs to be any
modification to take account of the grandfather clause.
I invite the Minister of Health to put a
price tag on what the Bill will cost to administer throughout the State so that honourable members will have a better idea of the
extent of the load on the bureaucracy that
will be involved. If the honourable gentleman cannot do that now, I invite him to do
so between now and when the Bill goes to
the other place. I understand that the licence
and registration fees will be pitched to try to
recover the cost of the operation. In fairness, all those in the field should know what
the Bill will cost. Also, it is inevitable that
the licence and registration fees that are payable by the industry and practitioners will
be p~ssed on in their charges to the
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consumer and that the cost of the Bill will
finally come out of the taxpayers' pockets.
Therefore, it is important to know what it
will cost as well as that can be estimated.
I refer the Minister of Health also to the
disquiet that has been expressed by many
people about the provision in the Bill dealing with the constitution of the proposed
Radiation Advisory Committee.
Mr Roper- We will be doing that
between the Bill going from here to the other
place.
Mr LIEBERMAN-In that case, I will
not pursue that point but will wait until the
next set of proposed amendments come
before the Committee.
Mr ROPER (Minister of Health)-On
the grandfather type clause, the Government will certainly examine that between
here and another place. The fact that something is licensed now does not necessarily
mean that it will be licensed in the future.
One of the problems that the committee on
chiropractic all those years ago in Parliament demonstrated and which has been
demonstrated since is that many machines
have been licensed which may indeed be
dangerous because no one has ever checked
their adequacy.
Machinery particularly will be one of the
main areas of activity under the proposed
measure because there is a clear need to
check safety. At present, although operators
are licensed, machinery may well not have
been checked for a decade or more with the
result that safety in the way in which machinery is operated has not been checked.
The honourable member for Benambra
rightly pointed out that it is expected that
the cost of implementing this proposal will
be met by those who are the users of the
machines and I emphasize that many of
these machines are income-generating and
that the need to protect the public appears a
legitimate proposal in relation to such a
thing as the Health Act.
The Government realizes that eventually
costs have to be met, but the costs of protecting the public from harmful radiation
have to be met. If not, they are met in the
hospital wards and elsewhere through ill
health and disease. The Government will
examine the grandfather clause to which the
honourable member for Benambra
referred.
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Mr WHITING (Mildura)- I am somewhat confused by the terminology the Minister of Health used in explaining the
amendments he proposes. Proposed sections 108AE and 108AF refer to machinery
that is used at present.
Mr Roper- They are currently licensed,
but will be registered when the Bill is
enacted.
Mr WHITING-That explains that
point. The other interesting point is that
these proposed sections will follow division
2, which contains provision for dangerous
trades and substances. Proposed division
2AA refers to radiation and X-ray equipment and gamma-rays, and so on, which are
referred to under the dangerous trades and
substances division. Given the wide powers
being provided in the Bill, what additional
staff at the head office of the Health Commission will be required to police these matters?
Mr Roper-There will certainly be additional staff.
Mr WHITING- The numbers of radiation staff and staff in the other areas referred
to will need to be increased to cope with the
amount of work and the policing that will be
required under the new provisions of the
Bill. It would be helpful to have some idea
of the actual cost, as asked for by the honourable member for Benambra. Is the Minister in a position to indicate the number of
additional staff that will be required? That
would help honourable members to understand the full ramifications of the Bill.
Although the extra staff may be vital to the
safety aspects, the matter will be of concern
to those who at present work in this area in
the Health Commission and who may have
a heavier work load placed upon them if
they are to do the job properly and adequate
staff are not provIded.
The amendments were agreed to, as were
verbal and consequential amendments.
Mr WHITING (Mildura)-The Minister
did not refer to the 100 per cent increase in
penalties. As a result of the amendments
that have just been accepted, the over-all
penalty provision has been increased from
$5000 to $10000, and it disturbs me to
know that there is to be such a steep increase
without any obvious reason.
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Mr ROPER (Minister of Health)- I
apologize to the honourable member for
Mildura for the oversight.
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expressly concerned that the Bill may lead
to radiographers being restricted in what
they are allowed to do on their own and the
fact that a radiologist may be required to be
Th.e Government considered carefully present on more frequent occasions than in
the types of penalties that exist in other the past.
areas of health legislation and the types of
Mr Spong would be pleased to have some
offences, and the penalties now accepted
seemed more appropriate. An examination indication of whether that is to be the case
was also made of legislation in other States or whether his concern is unfounded at this
where similar offences are created, and it stage. On behalf of radiographers, he is
was found that the penalties in the Bill were afraid that radiologists will be in an overseepitched below those in other States. We ing situation far more frequently than they
were considering penalties in general for have been in the past. I would appreciate it
equi valent types of offences, and $10 000 if the Minister could give some answer to
seemed a more appropriate figure. We then that query.
backed that up by examining the situation
Mr ROPER (Minister of Health)- It is
in other States, such as New South Wales not intended to restrict radiographers in the
and South Australia, and the penalties there practice of their profession. Some tension
are in line with what has now been accepted exists between radiographers who wish to
by the Committee.
undertake procedures in a freestanding way
and
the need for over-all supervision. It is
Mr WHITING (Mildura)-I thank the
Minister for that comment. It now appears not intended to restrict people who are
that, not only is Victoria to be the most capable of carrying out particular tasks but,
socialized State in Australia, but also the obviously, a test is done under the instrucmost heavily penalized! I do not understand tions of a radiologist or perhaps some other
why it is necessary for Victoria to have the practitioner. It may be desirable that
dentists and chiropractors make more use of
same level of penalties as other States.
the skills of radiographers than they have
Mr Roper- They were probably intro- tended to do in the past, but it is not the
duced by lennifer Adamson, the Minister of radiographer who decides whether, on
Health m the former Liberal Government clinical grounds, an X-ray is necessary. He
ensures that the X-ray is carried out in the
in South Australia.
safest possible way and in accordance with
Mr WHITING-I do not care where the the requirements of the practitioner, and it
Minister got it. I do not know that it would is intended that that should remain the
be a good thing for the Government that it situation.
should increase penalties simply because
The clause, as amended, was adopted.
penalties are higher in other States.
Clause 6 (Amendment of No. 6270)
I raise a further question concerning
clause 5. It arises from a letter supplied to
Mr ROPER (Minister of Health)-I
me by the honourable member for Murray move:
Valley-a letter that was forwarded to him
35. Clause 6, page 10, line 7, after "Recommending"
by Mr Ken Spong, a radiographer in the insert "the criteria for".
Yarrawonga area. Mr Spong contends that
36. Clause 6, page 10, after "recommending" insert
concern exists among radiographers about "the
criteria for".
the need for radiologists to be present when37. Clause 6, page 10, line 11, omit "radio-active subever X-ray machines are being operated and stances"
and insert "sealed radio-active sources".
the possibility that, although radiographers
6, page 10, line 13, after "of" insert "radia38.
Clause
generally have been trained to operate on
their own, there are some areas, that require tion".
39. Clause 6, page 10, line 15, omit "sources" and
the presence of radiologists, namely barium
meal X-rays, barium enema X-rays, intra- insert "radio-active substances".
venous pyelograms and other intravenous
40. Clause 6, page 10, lines 23-24, omit "the training,
procedures. Radiologists are expected to be qualifications or suitability of an applicant for".
present because of the more delicate nature
41. Clause 6, page 10, line 37, after "Radiographers"
of those procedures, but Mr Spong is insert "and Radiation Technologists".
Session 1983-125
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42. Clause 6, page 10, line 39, omit "five" and insert
"six".
43. Clause 6, page 10, line 42, after this line insert the
following words and expressions:
"(b) one shall have such training and experience in

radiation technology as is approved by the
Commission;"
44. Clause 6, page 10, line 43, omit "(b)" and insert
"(e)".

45. Clause 6, page 10, line 44, omit "(e)" and insert
"(d)".
46. Clause 6, page 11, line 4, after "radiographers"
insert "and radiation technologists".
47. Clause 6, pa~e 11, line 5, after "Radiographers"
insert "and RadiatIOn Technologists".
48. Clause 6, pa~e 11, line 7, after "Radiographers"
insert "and RadiatIOn Technologists".
49. Clause 6, page 11, line 8, after "radiographers"
insert "and radiation technologists".

Amendment No. 35 makes it clear that the
proposed Radiation Advisory Committee
will not, in ~eneral, be required to examine
individual lIcence applications but to make
recommendations regarding the policy to be
followed in making determinations on
licence applications. One would not
imagine the committee going through applications. It would set the general policy and
guidelines and would be available for particular assessments if required.
Amendment No. 36 is similar to amendment No. 35 with respect to the registration
of apparatus. The committee would be
expected to recommend a policy for the
consideration of registration applications.
Honourable members should remember
that thousands of applications would be
involved in this area. Amendment No. 37
corrects a drafting error as "radio-active
substances" are not registered, only "sealed
radio-active sources" are registered.
Amendment No. 38 also corrects a drafting
error, as the provision should apply only to
radiation apparatus. Amendment No. 39
corrects another drafting error by omitting
"sources" which are not defined and inserting "radio-active substances".
Amendment No. 40 is of considerable
import. The amendment is intended to
make it clear that on any matter concerning
licence or registration not only training,
qualifications and so on should be' considered by the sub-committee consisting of
persons with appropriate qualifications in
the field, but the provision is required
because of a large number of disciplines and
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different areas involved in the radiation
field. No one group has a monopoly on
either wisdom or expertise in this area.
Amendment No. 41 is included because
the registration board has been established
to ensure that this large group of radiation
workers have their qualifications assessed
by a body competent to do so without each
individual's qualifications having to be
reviewed by the Health Commission when
licence applications are made. The scope of
the board has been extended to enable it to
embrace other radiation workers, particularly nuclear medicine technologists whose
qualifications and training are equally
important in ensuring that the doses of
radiation received by patients are minimized. The title of the board has been varied
to include radiation workers. In amendment No. 42 the board membership has
been expanded to allow the appointment of
a member with experience in other areas of
radiation technology. Amendment No. 43
provides for the appointment of an additional member as mentioned above.
Amendment Nos. 44 and 45 are drafting
requirements due to additional paragraph
(b) proposed in amendment No. 43 to proposed section 108AL(2). Amendment No. 46
amends the title and function of the registration board. The same purpose is served by
amendment Nos. 47, 48 and 49.
A later amendment, No. 50, corrects a
drafting error required because of reference
to the Nuclear Activities (Prohibitions) Act
1983. A further amendment, No. 51, will
correct the long title to reflect the alteration
in the name of the Radiographers Registration Board whilst proposed amendment No.
52 corrects reference in the long title to the
Nuclear Activities (Prohibitions) Act 1983.
As honourable members will realize, the
major part of the amendments deal with
nuclear medicine technologists who are an
important group of people in the health field
and who need to be properly qualified in
order to protect their profession.
Mr LIEBERMAN (Benambra)- The
Opposition has a number of misgivings
about this clause and the amendment associated with it. The Opposition is aware of
the work carried out by the all-party Parlia. mentary committee that presented a report
to Parliament in 1975 on osteopathy, chiropractic and naturopathy. I have mentioned
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the details of the committee's recommendations that are set out on pages (viii) and (ix).
I remind honourable members that the
committee recommended that there should
be a radiolo~ical advisory council, which is
somewhat sImilar to the Radiation Advisory Committee referred to in clause 6 of the
Bill. However, the composition of the
radiological advisory council. recommended by the all-party Parliamentary
committee is significantly different from the
committee proposed in clause 6.
Honourable members will note that
clause 6 refers to the committee comprising
five people with the right to establish some
form of sub.;.committee and to co-opt in certain circumstances. The Opposition considers that the work of the committee should
not be discarded and should be re-examined. While the Bill is between here and
another place, the Minister should consider
enlarging the composition of the Radiation
Advisory Committee to agree, generally
speaking, with the recommendations of the
all-party Parliamentary committee. The Bill
does not contain criteria on the type of
member who should be on the Radiation
Advisory Committee, yet the Parliamentary committee recommended a number of different types of people, including a
radiographer; a radiological physicist; a
diagnostic radiologist; a person experienced
in the disposal of radioactive wastes; a
member ofthe Department of Health; a person not engaged in the production or selling
of irradiatin~ apparatus or radioactive substances, nor In their use nor employed in the
healing arts; a dentist; a general medical
practitioner; a person from other professions who use irradiation- apparatus or
radioactive substances without limiting the
generality of the foregoing; a veterinary surgeon; and a person who uses irradIating
apparatus or radioactive substances in
research in the field of the biological or
physical sciences.
The all-party Parliamentary committee
also recommended that the radiological
advisory council should include the recommendation in paragraph (13) (a) of the committee's report, which states:
The Radiological Advisory Council in considering
its advice to the Minister in respect of an application
for a licence ...

That is licences for persons owning, leasing
or using irradiation apparatus or radio-
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active substances. The recommendation
continues:
should take into account all factors which will affect the
levels of exposure of persons to ionising radiation,
including the specific purpose for which the application
for a licence is made, the adequacy of the facilities provided or to be provided, and the procedures to be
applied, by the applicant to achieve an appropriate
degree of protection of persons against exposure to ionising radiation and the professional or technical qualifications and/or experience of all persons who have
duties or responsibilities with respect to the specific
purpose for which the application for the licence is
made.

Recommendation (13) (b) of the committee's report states:
If the Radiological Advisory Council recommends
to the Minister that he withdraw a licence because of a
change in the circumstances relating to the granting of
the licence, the Minister should withdraw the licence.

The report recommends that licences be
issued for three years being renewable on
the recommendation of the radiological
advisory council after inspection by Department of Health inspectors. In other words,
the committee made extensive and important recommendations, which are in conflict with the Bill.
It is important for honourable members
to note that the Bill proposes that the Health
Commission will be responsible for decision-making, subject to an appeal to the
County Court. It will be responsible for
decision-making on licensing conditions
and registration, whereas the all-party Parliamentary committee contemplated that
the radiological advisory council should
have more input into the decision-making
and at least into the recommendation that is
made about the supervision oflicensing and
registration, not the bureaucracy. It is
important for honourable members to note
that point and to give consideration to it
with their colleagues in another place. The
Parliamentary committee recommended
that Victoria should legislate to control Xray equipment, radioactive substances and
persons exposed to ionizing radiation to
make legislation uniform throughout Australia, and that Victoria should initiate
representations to all States and the Commonwealth to achieve enactment of uniform legislation.
It is important and timely that members
of this Committee consider whether the
State of Victoria will be an attractive place
for people to invest in, to manufacture in, to
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undertake trade and commerce with and to
work and live in, while we are involved in
developing the proposed legislation.
I do not have to remind honourable
members of the present state of the economy. It is important for Victoria to maintain an extremely vigorous attitude towards
attracting investment and industry and to
maintain its role as a manufacturer oftechnological equipment in particular in
Australia.
I should like to ask the Minister, not
necessarily now but certainly when the Bill
is between here and another place, to let me
and other honourable members know how
the measure and the proposed legislation
meshes in with legislation or proposed legislation in other parts of Australia and
whether the proposed legislation will
achieve the recommendations of uniformity, which the all-party Parliamentary
committee put forward.
It is important that Victoria be in a position where it is not seen to be a State which
has requirements for manufacture licensing
and registration that conflict with other
States unless it can be shown that those
areas of conflict are absolutely essential in
the interests of the safety for all Victorians.
If that is the case, the Opposition understands and supports that view. Victoria
should not unwittingly be placed in a position of disadvantage. It already has enough
problems to contend with and the economy
is causing worry to all of us no matter what
our politics are. I do not want to see Victoria
lose opportunities or its position as a leader
in the manufacturing field.
Mr ROPER (Minister of Health)- The
honourable member for Benambra raised a
major question of policy, which was examined carefully by the Government. The
Government would have either established
a representative body of organizations-so
to speak-or of professionals.
Mr Whiting-What are you talking
about?
Mr ROPER-I am talking about the
Radiation Advisory Council. The honourable member for Benambra suggested that
the Government should have followed the
proposal of the committee on chiropractors
all those years ago. The Government took
the view that it would be inappropriate to
have specific organizations represented on

Health (Radiation Safety) Bill

the body and instead it will be seeking
people with the broad range of talents that
are required.
I shall take the House through the types of
submissions the Government received, of
which I am sure honourable members are
aware. The Government was asked for
chiropractic registration, medical radiation
physicians, a nuclear physicist, a person
with practical experience in radiation protection, the Australian Society of X-ray
Technology to be specifically represented, a
radiographer, a radiologist, a person aware
of chiropractic radiography, a medical physicist, radio-oncologists, a representative of
the Victorian Chamber of Manufactures, a
medical officer, a Fellow of the Royal Australian College of Physicians, a dentist and a
health physicist. We did not receive a submission for a veterinary surgeon which was
the proposal put forward by the honourable
member for Benambra.
Each of the various groups have a contribution to make to radiation safety in Victoria but the Government will be seeking a
number of people who are recognized as
expert and pre-eminent in their field
because they will have some most important policy setting to do. No doubt there
would be a most senior experienced radiologist who would be involved with the
body but the full composition of the body
will depend upon the range of people and
the skills that are being offered, from which
the best will be selected.
Another matter raised by the honourable
member for Benambra was how the
measure related to industry. Concern was
expressed that somehow the Government
would use the proposed legislation to prevent industrial uses in Victoria. The Government is keen to ensure that advanced
technology, including technology in this
area, where appropriate, is promoted in
Victoria.
Recently I had discussions with representatives of Malinkrodt, a major organization
in this field, who wish to manufacture technicion generators at a plant they were proposing to build in Moorabbin. My officers
examined the matter carefully in terms of
safety as did local government and other
people involved in that area. The Government was enthusiastic. to support the Malinkrodt proposal and will be prepared to support other similar proposals.
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lt is not the intention of the Government
that the proposed legislation will prevent
developments in this area; I give an undertaking on that. The Government has certainly" been assisted by the submissions presented on the types of people who should be
represented on the board but in the end it is
determined against simply representing
organizations because it may well be that
one person could cover a number of disciplines and from time to time one may wish
to add to the body. For that reason no final
figure for the number of members on the
board has been mentioned.
Mr WHITING (Mildura)-I thank the
Minister for his comments. It is interesting
that the honourable gentleman has given
reasons why he has not as yet named who
will be represented on the Radiation Advisory Committee. The number of persons to
be represented on the committee has
obviously been left open because it has been
stated that there will be not less than five
members.
This will allow the Minister from time to
time to appoint additional people to the
advisory committee if he so desires.
Perhaps he owed it to the committee to at
least indicate those people on whom he had
decided because surely at this stage he must
have come to a conclusion after receiving all
those submissions from people who are
vitally interested in the proposal. Therefore,
it is time the Minister gave an indication of
who the members of the advisory committee will be.
lt is interesting that the G.overnment has
decided to name some of the members on
the Radiographers Registration Board and
nominate from where they will come. The
Bill provides in proposed new section 108AL
(2) contained in clause 6 that:
(a) one shall have such training and experience in
radiography as is approved by the Commission;
(b)

one shall be a medical practitioner; and

(c) one shall be nominated by the Commission.

The National Party is pleased with that
situation although it is interesting that the
number of members to be represented on
the board has increased to six. The Minister
has only mentioned three members in the
Bill and now a fourth member has been
named because of the amendment before
the Committee.
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Two of the members of the Radiographers Registration Board are still not
known and honourable members have no
knowledge of their ability, background or
whatever. I am not sure whether that is a
deliberate omission by the Minister but the
Committee deserves to be given as much
information as possible about who will be
on the board and on the advisory committee. That information should be provided as
soon as possible to the community in general and to practitioners involved in radiation in Victoria. Many people are vitally
interested in what is said. I take up the point
of the Minister about the difficulties faced
due to the large number of amendments the
Bill has generated. Perhaps the Minister
would be better advised in future to introduce the Bill, seek feedback from the community and interested bodies, withdraw the
Bill and introduce a clean Bill rather than
introducing amendments such as those
introduced today. The same problem will
occur with the Food Bill, which is listed for
debate in the near future.

Mr Roper- If there is an amendment, I
can explain it.
Mr WHITING-I do not disagree with
the way the debate has taken place. However, it makes a considerable amount of
additional work for the Committee when it
must incorporate a large number of amendments into the original Bill.

The Royal Australasian College of Radiologists asked whether a radio-oncologist
would be appointed to the Radiation Advisory Committee. The National Party supports the inclusion of a person from that
area regardless of whether he is experienced
in another discipline. I gather that this is a
field peculiarly placed to make certain
recommendations to the advisory committee of the Minister. This is important
now that the advisory committee can lay
down criteria for licensing persons operating machinery. I stress that if possible this
should take place, because many representations have been sought on this point.
Obviously some people will have experience in a number of disciplines, and in that
case only one person need be appointed. As
the Minister pointed out, one has the openended situation that the committee shall
consist of "no less than five persons", and it
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could be fifteen persons or whatever number is appropriate to cover all the
disciplines which currently have an input.
Mr MACLELLAN (Berwick)- The
argument put to the Minister is that he
should disclose to the Committee the
makeup of the advisory committee. I do not
disagree with the reasons he gave, such as
that some persons may be able to represent
a number of disciplines. However, I cannot
understand why the Minister is not able to
supply the Committee with at least a core of
the membership to ensure that adequate
representation exists to cater for all the
organizations which have made representations.
I agree with the honourable member for
Mildura that the advisory committee is too
much "at large" in effect. I hope that while
the Bill is between here and another place,
or during the Committee stage today, the
Minister will supply the core membership
proposed for the advisory committee. No
one would say that it is appropriate in an
advisory committee to spell out the
appointment of every position. Circumstances may exist where that is appropriate,
such as where it is suggested by the Minister
that a person may represent a number of
disciplines.
The Committee deserves to receive
notice of the core membership of the advisory committee so that those organizations
which have made representations will have
their views represented on the advisory
committee. If that is the case, it will not turn
out to be the advisory committee of the
Minister, appointed by the Minister, not
taking adequate cognizance of the various
institutions legitimately represented on the
advisory committee.
That is particularly reinforced by the
nature of the Bill which limits the ability of
people to practise their professional skills.
Therefore, it is important that people
should have, through the advisory committee, the opportunity of knowing that there is
a breadth and expertise of representation on
the committee.
I appeal to the Minister to speak on .the
clause and supply his thoughts on the core
membership of the committee so that honourable members opposite can satisfy themselves and those organizations that have
made representations on the matter.
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Mr ROPER (Minister of Health)-Numerous representations were received from
almost all of the 40 or so organizations and
individuals that wrote to the Government. I
was asked to name the kind of core group
from within which one would be selecting
the advisory committee. There would have
to be a senior experienced radiologist as a
member of the committee. That seems to be
an absolute necessity. We would also like to
see the appointment of an experienced radiographer and a person practically experienced in radiation protection. For example,
when the existing radiation store in Treasury Place was considered, I asked Mr Rob
Robotham from the University of Melbourne, who is experienced, to advise on the
safety or otherwise of that store.
That is the type of skill required for the
representatives on the committee. It is also
suggested that the committee comprise a
radiation physicist. A question has been
raised that a decision has not been made
about an appointee from the nuclear medicine field.
The submissions clearly demonstrate that
the committee and the commission should
have a wide variety of input into the study
of the guidelines and the administration of
the Act. Obviously we will have direct contact with the people directly involved in the
industrial scene. Occasions will arise when a
person with a dental qualification is required
to advise the committee. At times a chiropractor or a person skilled in the general
medicine area or a family physician will have
to be called on directly to advise the committee. At times the committee will have to call
on people with a whole range of skills. However, those people will not necessarily have
to be as fully informed as the members about
the operation of the committee. For instance,
a suggestion was made that a veterinary surgeon should be represented on the committee. I am not attracted to that idea because of
the role we envisage the committee will perform. However, one must realize that
obviously veterinary surgeons can be
involved and have a role to play.
One would hope and trust that when relevant the committee would call on the expertise and experience of veterinary surgeons.
Other issues involve how the committee
makes its decisions and the way in which
the Health Commission will administer the
Act.
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I hope that the communication that
occurs currently on a regular basis with a
whole range of professions will occur in this
case. Regular meetings are held between the
Australian Medical Association and the
Health Commission and with senior
officers of the Australian Dental Association and other groups such as chiropractors
through their central association. It is suggested that this discussion process be broadened to include groups such as veterinary
surgeons.
Let me emphasise that not only do the
professions have to be dealt with but also
groups such as the Victorian Chamber of
Manufactures, the Victorian Employers
Federation, and those organizations directly
involved in the industrial scene. The Government has appreciated the material put
before it to date and will continue to communicate on the operation of the proposed
legislation.
The amendments were agreed to, and the
clause, as amended, was adopted.
Clause 7 (Amendment of Nuclear Activities (Prohibitions) Act 1982)
Mr ROPER (Minister of Health)-I
move:
Clause 7, line 16, omit "1982" and insert "1983".
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than, as clause 7 states, the Nuclear Activities (Prohibitions) Act. I fail to see how that
can be done under this provision.
Mr LIEBERMAN (Benambra)-I have
the same concern as the honourable member for Mildura. In fact, I raise as a point of
order the fact that proposed clause 7 and
amendment No. 50 deals with a proposal to
amend an Act of Parliament that is not yet
an Act of Parliament. The procedure constitutes anticipation. I do not think this Committee is competent to deal with either the
clause or the amendment to the clause. It is
proposed to amend a law of the land that is
not yet a law of the land. I can say no more
than to suggest that the Upper House be
asked to deal with this matter over the next
few days. It seems that it is out of order to
deal with the matter now.
Mr ROPER (Minister ofHealth)-This is
one of the problems that arise when two
pieces of proposed le~slation have to refer
to each other when gomg throu~ the Parliament. I am advised that this IS the proper·
way in which to deal with the matter.

One has to ensure that the major Act is
proclaimed first because one could not have
a situation where the two Bills got out of
sequence in terms of their coming into
effect. I am advised that this is the only way
in which this reference could have been
made to a matter that is also before the Parliament.

When amendments are made to an Act, it is
done either by way of an amendment by the
House or the Parliament gives the system
the power to make date changes.
Mr WHITING (Mildura)-The ComMr LIEBERMAN (Benambra)-On the
mittee is placed in an unusual position. I
have obtained a copy of the Nuclear Activi- point of order, it seems to me that the
ties (Prohibitions) Bill which was debated explanation given by the Minister that there
recently in another place. As I understand is no problem about the anticipation rule
the position, the Bill has not yet come to this because the Health (Radiation Safety) Bill is
House. The Health (Radiation Safety) Bill not law until it is proclaimed does not
amends the Nuclear Activities (Prohibi- answer the question.
tions) Act.
How can members of this Committee in
Obviously, the Nuclear Activities (Prohi- the Legislative Assembly debate the merits
bitions) Act will not become effective until or otherwise of clause 7 of the Health
it receives Royal assent. Therefore, it would (Radiation Safety) Bill and a proposed
be difficult to amend a Bill that is before amendment when it has not had an opporanother place by way of the Bill now before tunity to debate the Nuclear Activities (Prothe Committee. I am not sure of the techni- hibitions) Act 1982 or 1983 as is proposed.
calities, but I would think the Committee It seems to me that the Committee has a
would be in breach of the forms of this place problem that it cannot overcome.
if it agreed to the amendment because it
would leave wide open the possibility of
On reflection, the proper course of action
amending the Bill that is before the would be to report progress and leave the
Parliament by way of another Bill rather Bill on the Notice Paper until the Nuclear

