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Government Appointments
Tax evasion and tax avoidance
charges have risen to a peak through
the work of one man, the Premier of
Victoria. There can be no doubt that
the community expected the Premier to
protect the interests of all Victorians.
For some weeks, the Opposition has
been receiving considerable information
on this matter. The Opposition has
asked the Premier three questions, but
it has not named ,anyone or pointed the
finger at anyone person or any political
party. This week, after the Opposition
received what it believed to be substantial information on certain persons,
three questions were asked of the
Premier. The Opposition believed it had
a responsibility to ask one further
question of the Premier on what checks
he and his Government have instituted
on appointees to the Cabinet and to
Government positions through the
Governor in Council.
If the Opposition had been given a
check list, it could have weighed the
information on that list against the
information it had and decided that
either its information was wrong or, if
the Government had still appointed
these persons, that there must have
been a good reason why these persons
were appointed. The Opposition did not
believe fora moment that the Premier,
who has led a public battle against tax
avoidance and tax evasion, would have
provided the Opposition with the type
of answer he provided. In ,answer to
a question from the Opposition, the
Premier is reported as having. said:
There has been no attempt to vet appointees
and put them through such a filter in all
cases.

There has been no attempt to vet
appointees! After giving that response,
how can the Leader of this State tell
the community that he is ,acting in the
interests of all Victorians? How can
the Premier criticize the action of other
Governments when he does not institute the action he believes in?
The motion is aimed 'at the Premier,
as Attorney-General, for his failure to
effect the most basic managerial process'es to ensure that the critical
management of the State of Victoria is
Session 1982-40
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performed by persons against whom no
finger can be pointed. The Opposition
has in no way encou~aged the spreading of rumours against any person.
Mr Remington-That is rubbish!
MrKENNETT-The honourable member for Melbourne jnterjects and says,
"That is rubbish". If that is so, I ask
the honourable member to prove it.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
Edmunds) - Order! The honourable
member for Melbourne will remain
silent.
Mr KENNETT- The Opposition has
deliberately not mentioned any names
or any political party because the
Opposition has been waiting for the
information from the Premier on his
check list. The Opposition has believed
these matters should be raised in the
House.
The Premier, as Attorney-General,
has had no checks made of Government appointees. Through discussions
with certain Cabinet members, the
Opposition knows that the Premier
pushed the 'appointments through
Cabinet against the will of the majority
of Cabinet members. Why did the
Premier push those appointments
through without implementing any
checking procedures?
The Premier cannot blame anyone.
It is the responsibility of the Opposi-

tion to ask questions on behalf of the
community to try to elicit 'answers
from the Premier. That is ·all the
Opposition has done; it has tried to
obtain the answers. However, the
Premier
pushed
the
Government
appointments through the Cabinet
. against the advice of his Cabinet members and without implementing any
checking procedures.
The real issue is that the Premier has
adopted and taken on himself a workload that is beyond his capacity. The
honourable gentleman is not only the
first Labor Premier in Victoria in 27
years who is trying to come to grips
with managing the State, but he has
also taken upon himself the arduous
role of Attorney-General, which is, given
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the amount of legislation, an onerous
role that needs the full-time attention
of 'a Minister. If those roles were not
enough, the Premier has also taken
upon himself responsibility for Federal
affairs.
The motion is aimed at ensuring that
a high level of financial probity is
m'aintained. However, due to the workload that the Premier has taken upon
himself, he is incapable of performing
his role as Attorney-General. If the
necessary levels of financial probity and
management are not maintained, the
Premier must now reconsider his position as Attorney-General. By any
common-sense assessment of the
approach of the Premier to ensuring
the careful vetting of any Government
appointees to avoid embarrassment,
the Premier has failed in his role as
Attorney-General.
Given the information that is available on the Solicitor-General, and until
an independent inquiry has established
the facts, how can the Solicitor-General
offer advice to the Government and the
Premier on matters where there has
been a breach of company law when,
on the evidence that is available, the
Solicitor-General has been in breach of
company law? How can the SolicitorGeneral do what the Premier has
advocated so m'any times, that is,
pursue tax evaders and tax avoiders
if the Solicitor-General is not cleaner
than clean?
The most important appointment the
Premier has had to make since coming
to office has been the appointment of
the permanent head of the Law Department, in real terms, the SolicitorGeneral, who is the No. 1 legal eagle
in this State. The Premier did not ask
the Solicitor-General any questions
when he was appointed and, in his own
interest, he did not have the SolicitorGeneral 'vetted in the int~est of the
Government and the community. Given
the public stance of the Premier over
the past six months, must that not be
seenasa tremendous personal failing?
Mr Simpson-No.

Government Appointments
Mr KENNETI-If that cannot be
seen as a personal failing, it must be
seen 'as total incompetence and the
Premier must move aside from his position as Attorney-General.
The Opposition is happy to wait until
an independent inquiry is conducted to
clear the position of the SolicitorGeneral. However, the Opposition is not
prepared to wait for the AttorneyGeneral to continue to bumble along.
Apparently, in the past two weeks, the
Premier, in his role as AttorneyGeneral, has not once been down to
the offices of the Law Department. The
Premier should not continue to bumble
along in an attempt to perform work
that he does not have the capacity to
do. In the interests of the community
and the Government, the honourable
gentlem'an should recognize that he
cannot do too much.
It is time the Premier re-evaluated his
work load and, more importantly, his
own competency. Many matters like
that concern the Opposition at this
stage, but Opposition members will not
be rushed into tabling them in the
House until evidence is available to
establish those matters beyond reasonable doubt; nor will we start rumours.
If the Premier will not assist the Opposition's investigations by introducing
checks into his own system-and, given
his public stance on the matter, it was
expected that he would do so-that
will obviously make the Oppositian's
task more difficult. However, the Opposition will not be put in the position
of making up for the Premier's shartcomings.
The motion is extremely serious, but
it does not make serious allegatians
against the Solicitor-General. It is a
very serious motion against the people
in this State whO' now have the respansibility of administering the State,
who promised better administration and
honest government and who have been
proven beyond reasonable daubt not
to have done a reasonable job. John
Cain has failed to do a reasonable job.
Simple procedures cannot continue to
be ignored in the future. If the Premier
retains the pOSition of Attorney-General
any longerMr Simpson-He is going to.

Government Appointments
Mr KENNETT-If he does so, it
wi!l be at the Government's cost because further mistakes will occurmistakes which should never occur,
mistakes which should not and would
not have involved people in the Public
Service if the Premier had done his
job properly in the first place. He is
incompetent. He has proved to be a
managerial failure, and I suggest that
he should quickly re-evaluate his own
work load and divest himself of the
position of Attorney-General.
Mr WILKES (Minister fOor Local Government) - The diatribe honourable
members have heard from the honourable member for Burwood does not do
justice to him or to the motion. The
best one can say about the motion
is that it is the first one of this nature
moved by the Opposition. It fails for
a number of reasons, the first of which
is that it talks of financial probity.
However, no suggestion has been made
that there has been anything but financial probity in the appointments made
by the Government since it took office
on 3 April. The number and importance
of the appointments that have been
made indicate that one cannot point a
finger at the Government or at any
member of the Government for the manner in which those appointments were
handled.
I have had the experience of being
a member of a panel that interviewed
candidates for appointment to high
positions in this State, and I believe
those appointments have been carried
out by the Government at the direction
of the Premier in a manner that has
been beyond reproach.
To suggest that the Premier himself
made the appointment concerned in the
motion is too ridiculous for words. I
do not know how appointments were
made by the former Liberal Party Government and whether Ministers of that
Government made appointments without first going to Cabinet, but I do
know how appointments are made by
the present Government. The appointment of the Solicitor-General was, in
keeping with the making of all other
appointments, not made by the Premier
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but by Cabinet. At least the Premier
can take credit and say that a consensus decision was taken to appoint
Mr Hartog Berkeley as Solicitor-General
of this State.
Charges have been made against the
Premier today about feeding information to the Opposition in answer to
questions. The Premier has concerned
himself to a large extent about appointments and statutory appointments and
even about minor appointments within
Government departments. Recently, the
notion of tax evasion and tax avoidance
has been popularly discussed in the
media in this State and throughout
Australia, and the Government and the
Premier have been concerned to ensure
that, in the making of appointments,
care has been taken to check that none
of the appointees could have rated a
mention in relation to tax avoidance
or evasion.
Mr Jona-Why didn't he say that on
Tuesday?
Mr WILKES-He said so today.
Mr Jona-He didn't say that on Tue.sday.
Mr WILKES-Hundreds of names
have been mentioned in the McCabeLafranchi report and in the Costigan
report. To act with indecent haste in
respect of any of them without first
making a thorough investigation would
be improper. The Premier has charged
his Ministers with making a thorough
investigation of all appointments that
they have made, and he has had discussions with a number of Ministers
about those appointments.
Mr Kennett-He fooled himself!
Mr WILKES-The Premier has not
fooled himself, and it is ridiculous to
level that accusation at him.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
Edmunds) - Order! The honourable
member for Burwood has made his
contribution. He should now allow the
Minister for Local Government to make
his contribution.
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Mr WILKES-I am not sure whether the Premier has, in respect of this
the honourable member for Burwood or any other appointment, acted with
understands how appointments are impropriety, he ought to remain silent.
made. As I said before, I do not know
The House divided on the motion (the
how appointments were made by the
Government in which he was a Min- Hon. C. T. Edmunds in the chair).
ister, but the appointment of the
Ayes. .
29
Solicitor.;General will bear scrutiny, by
Noes ..
44
whatever
means
the
Opposition
chooses, to determine whether all preMajority
against
the
cautions were taken. In the debate
15
motion
today, not one accusation has been
levelled against the financial probity of
AYES
the Solicitor-General. What is the OppoMr
Austin
Mrs Patrick
sition talking about? The Leader of the
Mr Brown
Mr Ramsay
National Party said that there is nothing
Mr Burgin
Mr Richardson
against the Solicitor-General and that
Mr Oelzoppo
Mr Ross-Edwards
he holds the Solicitor-General in high
Mr Oickinson
Mrs Sibree
Mr Ebery
Mr Smith
regard. The honourable member for
Mr Tanner
Mr Evans
Burwood said that the motion is criti(Ballarat North)
Mr Templeton
cal of the Premier and not of the
Mr Thompson
Mr Hann
Solicitor-General. Members of the OpMr Jasper
Mr Wallace
Mr Whiting
Mr Jona
position parties do not know what they
Mr Kennett
Mr Williams
want. That is their problem; they do
Mr McGrath
not know what they want and they
Tellers:
Mr McKellar
do not know whom to attack. They
Mr Reynolds
Mr McNamara
Mr Saltmarsh
Mr Maclellan
have not got their act together. They
have been in opposition since 3 April,
and they are finding it extremely diffiNOES
cult to get their act together.
Mr Remington
Mr Culpin
Mr Roper
Mr Cain
If the Leader and the Deputy Leader
Mr Seitz
Miss Callister
of the Opposition want to make a careMrs Setches
Mr Cathie
ful examinaion of the appointments that
Mr Sheehan
Mr Crabb
(lvanhoe)
Mr Emst
have been made by the Government
Mr Sheehan
Mr Fogarty
since 3 April, I invite them to do so.
(Ballarat South)
Mr Fordham
Honourable members interjecting.

The SPEAKER-Order! The Minister
will ignore interjections.
Mr WILKES-The procedures used
by the Government will bear scrutiny
anywhere.
Mr Maclellan-Except in the Parlia-

ment.
Mr WILKES-The Deputy Leader of
the Opposition is quick and caustic.
Mrs Patrick-He is correct, too.
Mr WILKES-That is a matter of
opinion. In this House today, he failed
to produce evidence to support the
motion moved by the Leader of the
Opposition and, until such time as he
can produce evidence to suggest that

Mr Shell
Mr Sidiropoulos
Mr Simmonds
Mr Simpson
Mr Spyker
Mr Stirling
Mrs Toner
Mr Trezise
Or Vaughan
Mr Walsh
Mr Wilkes
Mr Wilton

Mr Gavin
~r HarrovvHeld
~r Hassett
~rs Hill
~r Hill
Mr Hockley
Mr .Tolly
Mr Kennedy
Mr King
~r Kirkwood
Mr McOonald
Mr Mathews
Mr Miller
Mr Newton
~r Norris
Mr Pope

Tellers:

Mr Ihlein
Mr McCutcheon
PAIRS

Mr Evans
(Gippsland East)

Mr Wood

Mr Rowe
Or Coghill

The sitting was suspended at 1.6 p.m.
until 2.9 p.m.

Freedom

of

Information Bill

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION BILL
Mr CAIN (Premier)-I move:
That this Bill be now read a second time.

The Freedom of Information Bill is
tangible proof of my Government's
com·mitment to open government in
Victoria.
Open government in the true sense
is a central need in a democracy. People
must have information to enable them
to make choices about who will govern
them and what policies the individuals
or political parties that they choose to
govern, shall implement.
Freedom of information is very
closely connected with the fundamental
principles of a democratic society and
is based on three major premises:
1. The individual has a right to
know what information is contained
in Government records about him or
herself.
2. A· Government that is open to
public scrutiny is more accountable
to the people who elect it.
3. Where people are informed
about Government policies, they are
more lil{ely to become involved in
policy making and in government itself.

Freedom of information is a major
part of my Government's platform and
a principle to which it is totally committed. The Freedom of Information
Bill, which I now introduce, will be a
major initiative in making the Victorian
Government more open and more
accountable.
Victoria will be the first State in
Australia to enact freedom of information legislation. The Bill provides people
with a legally enforceable right of
access to Government records. We hope
that our initiative in this area will be
the catalyst for other States, a number
of which operate on the reverse principle-freedom from information-for
the people of their States. However,
Victoria has not had to wait for the
enactment of legislation to implement
the principles and policy of freedom of
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information. Honourable members will
be aware that since the advent of a
Labor Government in this State, a freedom of information code has been in
force. The code embodies the principles
and concepts contained in the proposed
legislation, and places on departments
and Ministers the responsibility to make
information available quickly and
cheaply.
Specifically, the code embodies the
following principles:
1. Every person shall have the
right of access to Government documents, except those for which there
are specified exemptions.
2. Every person shall have the right
to request the correction of information on his or her personal files where
that information is inaccurate or incomplete.
3. Documents which protect such
interests as personal privacy, Cabinet
discussions,
trade and business
secrets and law enforcement will be
exempt from disclosure.

4. A person denied access to a
document shall have the right to
appeal to an independent body.
I have instructed all permanent head's
of departments to implement the code
as far as practicable. Obviously, the
code does not have the sa·me force as
legislation and does not offer protection
in regard, for example, to defamation
actions that may ensue because of the
disclosure of the information. As a
result, I have further instructed
permanent heads to withhold disclosure
under the code where there is a chance
that a defamation action may arise out
of the disclosure of those documents.
Subject to this necessary qualification,
the discretions in the code are being
exercised to facilitate and promote,
promptly and at the lowest reasonable
cost, the disclosure of information.

An Implementation Committee under
the chairmanship of the Law Department, has been established to implement
the code and prepare guidelines for the
Freedom of Information Act. The committee has prepared a series of
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memoranda which are used as guide- affectin~ members of the public in their dealWIth agencies are readily available to
lines for the implementation of the code ings
persons affected by those rules and practices;
and has delivered its first report to andGovernment on the implementation of
(b) Creating a general right of access to
the Freedom of Information Act. Some information in documentary form in the
of the matters dealt with in the report possession of Ministers and agencies limited
only by exceptions and exemptions necessary
include:
for the protection of essential public interests
(a) The handling of requests, setting and the private and business affairs of persons
respect of whom information is collected and
out the procedures and practices in
held by agencies.
to be followed;
It is also important to note clause 3 (i),
(b) the training and instruction of which provides:
staff in the handling of Freedom
It is the intention of the Parliament that the
provisions of this Act shall be interpreted so
of Information requests;
far as to further the object set out in sub(c) the preparation of future guide- section (1) and that any discretions conferred
this Act shall be exercised as far as possible
lines and a handbook for use in by
so as to facilitate and promote, promptly and
agencies.
at the lowest reasonable cost, the disclosure
Apart from making available pre- of information.
viously unrevealed information, the The effect of this provision is that
code has had another valuable purpose. whenever there is a doubt as to the
It has provided a training period so that interpretation of the Act, agencies,
practices and procedures have, to a Ministers and the review body should
large extent, been developed before the resolve that doubt so as to further the
enactment of the legislation. It is anti- object of the Act. It also requires that
cipated that this training period will any "discretions" conferred by the Act
alleviate in Victoria, the problems being should be exercised so as to facilitate
experienced in Canberra, with the Com- disclosure.
monwealth Freedom of Information Act.
It can be seen from this object clause,
however, that the Freedom of InformaMoreover, I am confident that the tion Bill does not embody the principle
experienced gained by the Public that all information in the possession
Service during the operation of the code of the Government should become puband the continued guidance to be offered lic. There are, of course, certain overby the Implementation Committee and riding interests which must be protected
the Law Department will augur well for and the Bill takes cognizance of these.
the effective implementation of the I shall elaborate on these interests when
Freedom of Information Act in Victoria. I discuss the exemption provisions.
I now turn to the more salient pro- shortly.
visions of the Bill. The attention of
1. THE RIGHT OF ACCESS
honourable members is drawn to the
13 of the Bill confers on the
Clause
explanatory memorandum accompanying these notes, which provides a public a legally enforceable right to obtain access to documents. It should be
detailed account of the Bill.
noted that the Bill provides access to
The basic principle enshrined in the documents and not to information
Bill is contained in clause 3, which which does not exist in documentary
form. The definition of "document" is
provides:
however very broad and is designed to
The object of this Act is to extend as far provide access to information stored in
as possible the rights of the community to
access to information in the possession of the such a way that it can be reduced to
Government of Victoria and other bodies written form.
constituted under the law of Victoria for
It should further be noted that the
certain public purposes byBill does not necessarily prohibit the
(a) Making available to the public informa- disclosure of documents which are
tion about the operations of agencies and, in exempt under the Bill. This principle is
particular, ensuring that rules and practices expressed in clause 16 (2).
Mr Cain
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A critical feature of the Bill is that
the right of access is open to "every
person" and furthermore, a person
seeking access need not show any personal interest in the documents requested.
2. ACCESS PROCEDURES
The Bill sets out in detail the procedures to be followed in making requests for information as well as setting
time limits upon agencies and Ministers
in meeting requests for access.
The right of access arises only if the
request satisfies certain requirements
enumerated in the Bill.
Clause 17 provides that a person who
wishes to obtain access to a document
of an agency or an official document of
a Minister must make a request in
writing which must provide such information as is reasonably necessary to
enable a responsible officer to identify
the document.
The Bill casts a duty upon agencies
to assist persons seeking access to comply with these requirements.
Clause 20 creates a duty on agencies
and Ministers to provide a~cess to documents where persons comply with the
formal requirements of the Act and
clause 21 provides that compliance with
a request is to be made within a maximum period of 45 days. Charges for
access are to be prescribed by regulation and must be paid before a duty to
provide access arises. There is, however,
provision for the reduction or waiver of
charges in certain circumstances. Where
the decision on a request is to refuse to
grant a data access, agencies and
Ministers must give detailed reasons for
the decision as well as informing applicants of their rights of review.
3. THE DUTIES OF AGENCIES TO
PUBLISH INFORMATION
If freedom of information legislation
is to work effectively, two fundamental
problems must be overcome. Firstly,
persons must be aware of the existence
of documents that might be of interest
to them. Secondly, persons must be able
to identify what they need to inspect by
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first being able to make a wider search.
The Bill attempts to alleviate these
problems.
It casts an obligation on agencies to
make the maximum amount of Government information available cheaply and
quickly. This obligation is met by the
duty of agencies to publish information
concerning their functions and operations. Specifically, these duties are:
(a) Under clause 7, there is a duty
cast upon the responsible Minister of an
agency to cause to be published a statement setting out the particulars of the
agency's organization and functions, indicating those decision-making powers
which affect the public, a statement of
the categories of documents maintained
by the agency and a description of its
freedom of information procedures; and
(b) under clause 8, for agencies to
make available for inspection or purchase documents used by the agency or
its officers in making decisions or recommendations under schemes administered
by the agency and in addition, to publish
an index of such documents. This provision requires that the 'internal law' of
the agencies-the manuals, precedent
books and the like, which officers use to
make decisions-must be made available to the public.

4. DOCUMENTS OF AGENCIES
AND MINISTERS
The Act is intended to have a very
broad coverage and will embrace all
central departments together with
agencies as defined in clause 5 of the
Bill. "Agency" is defined as a department or prescribed authority. "Prescribed authority" is defined to include
a body corporate or unincorporated
body established by a Minister or by
the Governor in Council under an enactment, for public purposes. Under
clause 5 the Police Force of Victoria is
deemed to be a prescribed authority
and therefore falls within the definition
of "agency".
The term "public purposes" means
Government purposes, and a body
established for public purposes is one
that carries on an undertaking of a
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public nature for the benefit of the community or of some sectional or geographical division of the community,
with Governmental authority to do so,
and with the support of Government
finance. A body which conducts itself
for private profit is not a public
authority.
Universities and other public tertiary
educational institutions fall within the
ambit of the definition "prescribed
authority" since they are conducted for
public purposes with Government
authority and Government finance. It
follows that under the Bill, a right of
access to university documents "documents" as defined in the Bill-and to
documents of other public tertiary institutions is accorded to all persons,
other than to those documents which
are exempt under the terms of the Bill.
Private tertiary education organizations
which run for private profit, are not
covered by the Bill.
As with public tertiary institutions,
including
universities,
Government
schools fall within the ambit of the definition of "prescribed authority" since
they are established by enactment for
members of the public. Public hospitals
in the State are covered by the Bill,
being established for a public purpose
by the Government.
Under the definition of "prescribed
authority" there is provision for
agencies to be listed. This will be a list
of agencies which come within the
ambit of the Bill, not a list specifically
excluding agencies, as occurs in the
Commonwealth Act. The question of
which agencies are to be included will
be finalized at the regulation-making
stage and the Government will be open
to submission on this aspect of the Bill,
as it will on other aspects.
5. EXEMPTIONS
As I mentioned earlier, the advent
of freedom of information does not
mean that all information in the possession of the Government of Victoria will
become public.
In this regard, I draw to the attention of honourable members the objects
clause which identified two broad categories of documents which ought to be
protected.
Mr Cain
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These are, the need to protect "essential public interests'" and "the private
and business affairs of persons in respect of whom information is collected
and held by agencies".
The categories of exempt documents
under the Bill recognize these interests.
In line with these principles, the Bill
provides for a limited list of exemptions
which include Cabinet documents, Commonwealth-State documents, internal
working documents, law enforcement
documents, documents affecting personal privacy, documents relating to
trade secrets and business and financial
affairs of agencies and documents containing material obtained in confidence.
In a number of these exemptions, the
"public interest" test has been adopted.
The categories of exempt documents
provided in the Bill are largely in line
with the recommendations of the report
on the Commonwealth Freedom of Information Bill 1978 prepared by the
Senate Standing Committee on Constitutional and Legal Affairs.
Clause 33 provides protection for the
personal affairs of people. Under this
clause, a document is exempt if its disclosure would involve the unreasonable
disclosure of information relating to the
personal affairs of any person-including a deceased person. This clause provides access for people to their own
records held by agencies.
One exception to this general proVISIOn relates to medical records.
Where it is considered that the physical
or mental health of a person may be
impaired by access to his or her own
medical records, clause 33 (4) provides
tha t access to those records can be
given to a legally qualified medical
practitioner nominated by the person
who is the subject of those records.
There is nothing in this clause, nor in
the Freedom of Information Bill, which
interferes with the doctor-patient relationship.
Clause 34 provides protection for
documents relating to business, commercial or financial matters. In relation
to this clause, considerable attention
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has been given to State instrumentalities which are in competition with private enterorise companies. The Government is of the view that the comoetitive position of the State Bank and' the
State Insurance Office will be protected
by the provisions of clause 34. Their
nosi tion will be kept under close review to ensure that freedom of information does not undermine their competitive position in any way.
Desoite these necessary exemptions,
the Bill comes down strongly in favour
of disclosure and the right of persons
to seek documents from agencies and
Ministers.
6. REVIEW
The Bill provides for two forms of
review of decisions denying or deferring
access to documents.
The first is an "internal review" procedure provided in clause 51 of the BiB
which applies where a decision in relation to a request has been made by a
person, other than the responsible Minister or principal officer of an agency.
The second form of review is an
appeal to the County Court against a
decision denying or deferring access. It
should be noted that where the decision denying or deferring access is
made by an authorized officer who is
not the principal officer or an agency,
an applicant must first seek the internal
review process and cannot appeal
directly to the court. In any other cases,
however, an applicant may appeal to
the court.
Clause 50 provides for the powers of
the court in respect of appeals. In effect
the court may either confirm, vary or
substitute a decision made by an agency
or Minister or may remit the matter
to the agency or Minister for reconsideration in accordance with any
recommendations or directions of the
court.
Review by the court is on the merits
in all cases except in the case of
Cabinet documents. The Bill protects
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the notion of Cabinet solidarity and the
Cabinet "oyster". The Bill precludes
disclosure of records of Cabinet deliberations or documents prepared by way of
submission to Cabinet.
This exemption is achieved by a certificate of the secretary to the Department of the Premier classifying the
documents in accordance with the
terms of the Act. It is the only category of documents where there is reliance placed upon a conclusive certificate and where review is limited to
the question of the classification of
documents and not to the merits of the
exclusion. However, clause 10 provides
that a register of Cabinet decisions is
to be published, at the Premier's discretion.
The Bill also makes provision for
complaints to be made to the Ombudsman in accordance with the provisions
of the Ombudsman Act 1973 where
the time limits provided in the legislation have elapsed and the applicant has
not been notified of the decision.
7. AMENDMENT OF
RECORDS

PERSONAL

The Bill provides a scheme which
enables a person who has gained access
to documents which relate to his or her
personal affairs, to request that the
documents be corrected or amended in
some respects.
In this regard, I draw to the attention of honourable members the relevant provisions of Part V of the Bill
which empowers an applicant to request the correction or amendment of
any part of the information in the possession of a Minister or agency where
it is claimed that the information is
inaccurate, incomplete, out-of-date, or
that it gives a misleading impression.
Where a request to amend the record
is acceded to by a Minister or agency
the record may be either altered or
an appropriate notation added to the
record.
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Alternatively, where a Minister or
agency refused to amend the record as
requested, the Minister or agency as
the case may be, must give the applicant written notice stating the reasons
for the decision. The notice must also
inform the applicant of the right to
apply for a review of the decision.
It is of interest in this regard. that
even if the appeal is unsuccessful, the
Bill empowers the applicant to request
that a notation regarding the person's
opinion that the record is incorrect, be
attached to the record and to accompany it whenever the record is disclosed to any other person.

In the preparation of this Bill, the
Government has been greatly assisted
by the efforts of an expert drafting committee which had a wide range of experience in questions related to freedom of information as well as the work
of the Law Department and the implementation committee. The Government
has also had the benefits of extensive
consultations with interested groups
and· indivduals interested in freedom of
information legislation.
I am sure that the principles and
philosophy of the Bill are not in dispute. The public's legitimate right of
access to administrative information on
which Government decision-making is
based and the capacity of people to
gather information to judge the correctness of decisions made by Government
on their behalf, should not be challenged by anyone.
I believe that I can say with confidence that there is a bi-partisan support for freedom of information in this
State.
There may well be a number of positive amendments which will emerge
during the course of the debate. The
Government will consider any amendments that are put forward which are
in accord with the basic principles of
open Government. I commend the Bill
to the House.
Mr Cain
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On the motion of Mr MACLELLAN
(Berwick), the debate was adjourned.
Mr CAIN (Premier)-I move:
That the debate be adjourned for two weeks.

Mr MACLELLAN (Berwick) - The
Premier has indicated that additional
time will be available, if requested. On
that basis the Opposition supports an
adjournment of two weeks.

The motion was agreed to, and the
debate was adjourned until Thursday,
October 28.
MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

Education initiatives
Mr FORDHAM (Minister of Education) -I desire to make a Ministerial
statement.
It is now six months since the Labor
Government took office in Victoria and
I believe it desirable that I should outline to the Parliament and to the people
of this State the steps that have been
taken over that period to commence
the implementation of its education
policies and commitments, and in particular to amplify the initiatives taken
in this year's Budget.

At the outset I reiterate the commitment of the Government to revitalize the education system-we ack,nowledge and accept our responsibility to
ensure that our primary and secondary
schools are able to assist the young
people of Victoria in meeting the challenges of the world around them.
In recent years the education system
has been subject to widespread criticism, much of it ill-informed. In particular it has been suggested that the
fundamental task of schools is to prepare young people for work and that
in some way our schools are responsible for the present deplorable levels
of unemployment in society. It is certainly true that education has a role
in preparing for work, to develop both
the skills and the confidence which are

Ministerial Statement
necessary, but this should be seen in
the context of its wider role in the
development of a sense of identity and
self-worth, in widening horizons, raising levels of expectation, encouraging
co-operation and concern.
To suggest that any shortcomings in
education have caused unemployment
is nonsense. An education which is
concerned only to produce people to
fit a particular job is no preparation
for a future in which that pa~ticular
job may have disappeared. Research
has conclusively shown that many
people will be required to change their
employment many times during their
working life. The young person who is
of most value is one who not only
possesses the sk·ills which are needed,
but more importantly, has the ability to
think for himself or herself and the
capacity to adapt to changing opportunities.
Many of the community criticisms
which are voiced from time to time
are based on a lack of understanding
of what has been achieved within out
State schools. Many of those who voice
these criticisms are unaware of the
existing developments which have taken
place both at the primary and the
secondary level. Criticisms based on the
lack of achievement of children in our
schools have ignored the evidence of
improved literacy and mathematical
skills and criticisms of teachers have
been based upon exceptional cases and
the devotion and hard work of thousands of class-room teachers is often
ignored.
The Government's prime responsibility of course is to develop a State
education system of the highest quality,
a system based on schools responsive
to the needs of their local communities. It should be acknowledged that
our State schools have already achieved
much in the delivery of services to
children but there is a need to ensure
that they more adequately respond to
the needs of our changing society. In
part, this will be met by additional
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resources, but more fundamentally we
need to provide in a far more meaningful way for the active participation
of teachers. parents and the wider
community in the work of the schools.
The previous structure of the Education Department with its divisions, its
functional delineations and its emerging
regional arrangements, inevitably resulted in divided responsibility and confusion. These shortcomings were recognized by our predecessors in Government, and schools are well aware of
the long and tortuous review process
initiated some vears ago involving a
Green Paper, White Paper and restructuring proposals emanating from the
report of management consultants.
There was widespread criticism of
the proposals and processes arising
from these investigations and when this
Government took office I immediately
established a Ministerial Review Committee, the members of which were
drawn from parent and school organizations, teacher unions, principals'
groups and the administration of the
Education Department. This review
group has provided me with a set of
proposals for the adaptation of our
Education Department structure in
order to ensure that it is in accord
with the policies of the Government
and is able to more adequately reflect
and meet the needs of our schools.
The changes which will be introduced
focus on the central position of schools
and underline the fact that the Government believes that the total administrative structure of the Education
Department has as its major role the
delivery of services to schools. These
changes further emphasize the view
of the Government that decision-making within the Education Department
must be based on a collaborative and
participatory model. Unless those involved in education believe they have
an important role in decision making
they will not feel the degree of commitment which is necessary to the
system and the schools in which they
work.
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It is not enough for individuals to
bear the responsibility for the making
of decisions, although in the end it
will be individuals who are required
to carry through policies which have
been developed. The schools of this
State belong to the total community
and it is the community which they
must serve.
The purpose of the restructuring,
which is still in the process of implementation, is to bring decisionmaking closer to the schools themselves and to involve a wider group in
the making of those decisions.
As part of this process the Government is moving to implement its commitment to establish a State board of
education in Victoria. The board will
have a continuing responsibility to inquire into and publicly report upon the
needs of primary and secondary education in Victoria in both Government
and non-Government schools. I am
delighted that Dr Ken McKinnon,
formerly of the Australian Schools Commission, has been appointed as chairperson of the board. It is anticipated
that the remaining appointments will
be finalized within the next few weeks
and that the board will commence its
operations early in November.
The creation of the board will mean
that for the first time there will be a
continuing mechanism for public assessment of our education system. I
hope that the State board will be a
challenge to the Government and to
the community to ensure that we provide what is best for the children in
our schools.
I also reiterate that the Government is committed to the view that
representative school councils should
play a greater role in the development
of school policy and that, similarly,
representative regional boards will be
established to ensure that the views
of schools are being reflected in
decision-making at this important level
of administration.
Over the next few months I will be
issuing a series of statements to schools.
outlining the Government's proposals
Mr Fordham
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relating to school councils and regional
boards and seeking a response before
final decisions are taken.
One of the great problems facing the
State education system over recent
years has been the appalling record of
industrial relations between the Government and teacher unions. This antipathy has not only led to frequent
industrial conflict to the great detriment
of students but has also sapped the
confidence of the wider community in
our teaching service.
On taking office I was immediately
concerned to overcome this disastrous
legacy and I have met frequently with
representatives of teacher unions in
order to explore how this can be
achieved. I believe there is already a
growing sense of co-operation between
the unions and administrators within
the Education Department and it is
essential we continue to build on this
in the future. Direct negotiations on an
important range of issues have already
been instituted with teacher unions,
and appointments have been made to
the Victorian Education Service Conciliation and Arbitration Commission.
I have also established a number of
important review groups to consider
new developments and changes in
existing programmes. The review group
on education services for the disabled
is considering the responsibilities we
have to those who possess some form
of handicap--responsibilities which on
occasions will be discharged within
special schools but will more and more
be made by the integration of children
into the mainstream school system.
In view of the phasing out of the
Technical Schools Division of the Edu~ation Department at the end of this
year, a group has been established to
c :ms!der the ~ ~ntributiDn and policies
of seconda~y··t~chnical education with
a view to facilitating further access to
education in this field.
The committee considering the
School Improvement Plan is currently
finalizing its impIementation proposals
and I look forward to the way in
which this plan, in conjunction with
other special programmes, will help
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schools to develop newer approaches
to meet the needs of our children.
Details will be forwarded to schools
within the next few weeks.
I am also finalizing the appointment
of a review team to examine current
procedures for the selection of school
principals. Under current arrangements
we have a de facto seniority system
and I believe it necessary that -we take
steps to ensure that our selection procedures are in fact based on merit and
compatibility with the school communities concerned.
Earlier in the year I announced that
it was the Government's view that corporal punishment should not be used
in State schools. I appreciate that there
are some who do not share this view,
but I believe that it has the support
of the majority of parents and teachers
who see that a resort to physical force
by adults over young children is not
the way in which a spirit of cooperation and learning is developed. A
working party which I established will
make recommendations as to what
steps need to be taken in the light of
the decision to abolish corporal punishment from our schools.
I have also established working
parties to consider issues relating to
migrant education, and the serious
anomalies which have developed over
recent years in the provision of conveyance allowances. The establishment
of these working parties places a considerable strain upon the departmental
officers, teachers and parents who have
been asked to join them and I am
grateful for the ready co-operation and
work which is being undertaken by the
members of these important groups.
The Budget recently introduced by
the Government clearly indicates the
determination of the Government to
honour its commitments. No Government is able to introduce all the
changes and developments which it
would wish in its first year in office
but initiatives have been taken in a wide
range of areas. These initiatives relate
not only to resource commitments but
also facilitate consultative processesas reflected in a significant increase of
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support to the Victorian Council of
School Organizations, the Victorian
Federation of State School Parents
Clubs and financial support for the
new State Board.
I would like now to outline some of
the key initiatives reflected in the
Budget:
1. The cost of the provision of textbooks and other school requisites has
significantly increased over recent
years and it is a matter of great regret
that the previous Government declined
to even maintain the real level of education allowances introduced some
years ago in order to meet these costs.
This Budget provides for an increase
in education allowances of 10 per cent
for 1983-the first time that an increase has been granted by a Government in other than a pre-election year.
This increase in these allowances will
greatly assist schools in the provision
of textbooks and other materials. At
the same time a review will be initiated
into the effectiveness of the present
education allowance scheme and a
report from this group will be available for consideration when planning
for the 1984 school year.
2. The Government has also recognized the inadequacies of present
arrangements governing the provision
of clerical assistance to primary
schoolf;. At present full-time clerical
assistance is available only for schools
with an enrolment of over 500 and
part-time assistance is provided for
those schools with an enrolment of
between 200 and 500. The Government
is aiming to provide full-time assistance
to schools over 200 and others on a
graduated scale. As a first step this
Budget has provided for the employment of the equivalent of 25 additional
full-time clerical assistants. This is to
be seen as a pilot scheme and will be
developed in conjunction with regional
directors and will enable a consideration of the best way in which the
release of teachers and principals from
clerical duties can be most effectively
organized.

1070

ASSEMBLY

14 October 1982

3. In many ways one of the most
significant elements of the Budget as
it affects education is the retention of
the number of primary teachers in the
education service. The projected decrease in the number of children enrolled in primary schools next year,
due to demographic factors, would
have led to a decrease of some 700
teachers in the primary service, however the Government has decided to
retain the existing number of teachers
and will use these additional resources
to reduce class sizes and to provide
additional special needs teachers in our
schools. This decision will have a significant impact on the capacity of our
primary schools to meet the needs of
children in their care.
4. The Government is committed to
~eeting its responsibilities in the area
of migrant education by ensuring, not
only that childr'en from other countries
have the opportunity to learn English
and to understand the culture of their
new environment, but also preserve a
proper pride in the traditions and culture of their parents' homeland. Our
policies will also endeavour to make
available to children who have a long
family background in this country some
of the richness of the cultures from
which migrant children have come. As
a further step in achieving these aims
the Budget provides for the appointment of an additional 100 teachers of
English as a second language and for
an additional 50 teacher aides to work
in this area.
5. We also have an important responsibility towards the Aboriginal
community, not only to ensure that
Aborigines themselves have the fullest
access to the whole range of education, but also to develop amongst all
of our children an understanding of,
and respect for, Aboriginal culture and
history. Additional appointments within
the Aboriginal resources and curriculum area will enable us to develop
appropriate
teaching
and
library
materials to provide for this need in
schools.
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within our schools. I am currently reconstituting the Ministerial advisory
committee on equal opportunity and
am pleased that Dr Shirley Sampson
has agreed to take on the chairmanship of this important group. Additional
support will be given to the Equal
Opportunity Unit to discharge its very
important responsibility within the
Education Department.
7. Within the new structure of the
Education Department there has been
established for the first time a School
Councils Unit. As part of the work
of this unit, a centre for advice and
information for parents and teachers
involved in the work of school councils will be established. This will include the establishment of an education "shop" which should become a
centre for parents and others in the
community for advice and information.
Although this will be part of the
School Councils Unit it will have an
advisory committee drawn from parent
and school council groups as well as
from principals, teachers and administrative officers. I hope that this centre
will receive such support that it will be
necessary for the Government to make
even greater provision in the future.

8. One of the most significant developments in education in Victoria
over recent years has been the increasing responsibilities given to school
councils. This move has been welcomed
by most communities, but there has
. been widespread criticism at the failure
of the previous Government to maintain the real value of grants provided
to councils to undertake their important duties. The new Government
is conscious of the significant commitment of time and effort given by school
councils across the State, and of the
necessity to increase school grants in
order to allow councils to properly
and efficiently undertake their work.
6. The Government has also demon- As the first step in this regard the
strated its commitment to the develop- Government has scrutinized each of
ment of equal educational opportunity the elements that comprise the school
Mr Fordham

Ministerial Statement
grant index and has assured that the
real value of these grants has been
mainta ined.
Honourable members will have
noticed that the budget for the Education Department is set out in a simpler
fashion than in previous years. Part
of the restructuring of the department
means that the divisions will disappear
during this financial year. Consequently
a new schools division has been established in the Budget to repl~ce the
previous primary, secondary, technical
and special education divisions. The
previous Teacher Education Division
has been incorporated within the administrative section of the Budget. The
primary, secondary and technical divisions of the Education Department
have a long and justifiably proud history. Each has contributed to the provision of services to children. The
removal of these divisions does not
mean that there will be fewer services
provided to primary, secondary and
technical schools, but it does mean
that there will be greater opportunity
for increased co-operation within
regions between these different types
of schools. There should be no divisional barrier between schools at the
primary and post-primary level, but
rather a spirit of sharing of resources
and co-operation in the best interests
of children.
The increased responsibilities of
regions and the replacement of the
existing divisional structure will mean
that individual communities will more
readily be able to adapt educational
structures to meet the needs of
students. The commitment of this Government, and of the department, of
which I am the Minister, is to improve
the offering of educational services and
to be continually aware of the changing
needs of schools. I believe that in the
restructured department, with its emphasis on co-operative decision making,
the needs of schools will be known
and be met. We cannot provide overnight for all the changes we would
wish to introduce but we can commence a series of changes which will
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make our schools places of achievement and joy, places of success and
co-operative endeavour, places of which
the community can be justly proud.
It is also appropriate at this time to
outline some of the recent developments
concerning technical and further education in this State.
Currently 150 000 Victorians are enrolled in Victoria's colleges of TAFE;
100 000 of these students are undertaking vocational courses important to the
economic well-being of both the individuals concerned and the State; 34 000
students are enrolled in TAFE preparatory and access courses, while 15 000
students are enrolled in recreational
courses. The Council of Adult Education and its local advisory committees
have a further 59000 enrolments,
mainly in recreational courses. Other
TAFE providers, such as Education
Department technical schools. currently
cater for a further 59 000 TAFE
students. The current total enrolment
of some 270 000 indicates that TAFE's
final enrolment figures for 1982 will
show substantial growth over 1981.
Considerable progress has been
achieved in the TAFE system in Victoria
following the creation of the TAFE
Board in 1980. The development of a
State-wide management unit for TAFE,
a separate State TAFE recurrent budget,
autonomous colleges of technical and
further education and new policies have
all been positive features in the formation of new directions for TAFE. Technical and further education is emerging as
an important partner in post-secondary
education.
Despite these encouraging developments, the TAFE system has experienced difficulty in implementing its
planned programme. These difficulties
need to be resolved as a 'matter of
urgency. I, therefore, took a number of
positive steps to ensure that the system
which manages and provides TAFE is
developed in the most efficient and responsive manner.
The first step has been to end the
dual Ministerial responsibility of TAFE.
From April 1982, TAFE has been the
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sole responsibility of the Minister of
Education. The Ministry of Employment and Training will, of course, continue to play a key role in apprenticeship and the determination of manpower
training needs.
The second step was to request the
. Public Service Board to carry out a review of the structure and organization
of T AFE. The review is being undertaken in conjunction with a widely-representative working party and is very
close to presenting its recommendations
to me.
TAFE is a complex sector of education, providing for a broad range of community needs, ranging from vocational
courses, such as apprenticeship, through
to courses catering for people's personal, social and recreational needs.
Equally, TAFE providers range from
very large colleges, through to quite
small neighbourhood learning centres.
Obviously, devising a system of governance to cater effectively for such diversity requires a great deal of careful
delibera tion.
I look forw~rd to the results of this
intensive examination and expect to
make a detailed statement about the
reorganization of TAFE in the very near
future. At that time, I also anticipate
making a statement about the future
composition and membership of the
Technical and Further Education Board.
The Ministry of Employment and
Training has initiated a review of
TAFE's financial processes. This project is now being conducted by consultant accountants under the auspices
of the Ministry of Education and is also
due for completion very shortly.
The Government is committed to a
form of central employment of full-time
TAFE teachers, which provides adequate
flexibility and autonomy for the colleges in matters of selection and appointment. Proposals to achieve this are
in preparation and have been discussed
with interested parties. Once the details
of the employment mode are deterMr Fordham
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mined, I will take steps to bring all fulltime college teachers under one industrial tribunal.
The TAFE system is the linchpin in
assisting individuals to gain work skills
and in developing and maintaining a
skilled work force. To ensure the TAFE
curriculum is appropriate, relevant and
up to date, a wide range of projects are
in hand:
An extensive planning project-tit1ed
"Focus '92"- has been designed to ascertain the views of community, industry and provider groups for all regions
as to TAFE priorities in the next decade.
This process is well under way-some
75 meetings involving 4000 respondents
have been completed and the data is being processed;
Co-operative ventures in relation to a
number of high technology trades are
being considered at a national level, for
example, the aircraft industry, textile
industry, printing industry;
Staff of the Victorian Technical and
Further Education Board have also been
involved in the development of the
national curriculum guidelines;
The board has reacted to requests
from the National Plastics Industry
Training Committee, which has resulted
in new curriculum and facilities to serve
the needs of this industry;
New initiatives have been taken to
extend T AFE school-to-work transition
programmes beyond the basic Education Programme for Unemployed
Youth pre-vocational courses previously
offered to include:
(i) Link courses between schools
and TAFE colleges;
(ii) Programmes for disadvantaged
youth, for example, migrants,
Aboriginals, the disabled and
isolated youth;
(iii) A range of special projects to
cater for the young unemployed
in non-traditional and nonconventional ways; and
The Technical and Further Education
Board has commissioned a project
designed to study access to TAFE for

Ministerial Statement
a range of disadvantaged groups. A
specific project is under way to examine
particularly the access of women to
TAFE programmes, in support of the
Government's policy of providing equal
opportunities for women to participate
in TAFE. A specific project into the
requirements of urban and non-urban
Aborigines,
particularly
Aboriginal
youth, has also been commissioned.
The State Budget for 1982-83 provides a separate allocation of funds
totalling $149·6 million for technical
and further education in respect of colleges of TAFE and the Council of Adult
Education, and makes additional financial provisions within the areas of
responsibility of other authorities, including the Education Department, concerned with the provision of TAFE.
Within the proposed over-all allocation
of funds for technical and further education, provision has been made for
a special allocation of $3 million for new
initiatives that will facilitate both the
expansion of existing courses and the
development of new courses in response
to demonstrated need.
The provision of $4 million for programmes conducted by the Council of
Adult Education and its local advisory
committees will maintain this important component of technical and further
education through 1983.
THE BUILDING PROGRAMME
The Government has alloc'ated a total
of $164·8 million in the 1982--83 Budget
for the proviSion of education buildings
and facilities, an increase of 15·6 per
cent on the previous year. This programme consists of $122·3 million for
prim'ary and secondary schools and
$42 ·5 million for technical and further
education.
I have a table which illustrates the
changes in funding levels for works in
primary and secondary schools since
1972-73, and I seek leave to have it
incorporated in Hansard.

Leave was granted and the table was
as follows:
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Allocation for Primary and Secondary Schools

-----

AI/ocation
~-

Adjusted by
Building
Index

---

1972-73
1973-74
1974-75
1975-76
1976-77
1977-78
1978-79
1979~80

1980-81
1981-82
1982-83

Srn.
48·2
53·1
107·6
123·0
127·2
135·4
134·5
119·5
111·4
108·0
122·3

Srn.
48·2
43·8
77·4
75·9
71·8
72·0
64·9
50·0
42·8
38·5

---~

Mr FORDHAM-Between 1974-75
and 1981-82, the provision of funds for
buildings decreased in real terms by 51
per cent. During this period, although
over-all enrolments dropped by 6·8 per
cent, the requirements for school buildings in new areas remained at a high
level. This severe erosion in building
finance has been further exacerbated by
understandable community demand for
an improved standard of buildings, additional costly building regulatory requirements and a rising maintenance
bill due to the increased numbers and
ageing of buildings in our education
system.
An important initiative this year will
be to commence the phasing in of additional class-rooms in our primary
schools in order to ensure that class
sizes need not exceed 30 pupils. It is
estimated that this important project
will cost approximately $5 million over
the next three years.
Although there. has been a decline in
school enrolments over recent years,
there are many districts, mainly in the
outer suburban areas, where growth
continues to take place, and where new
schools or additions to existing schools
'are needed to house the additional
children being enrolled. An amount of
$33 . 944 million has been set aside for
this purpose. The new schools to be
commenced, and the additions to be
provided at existing schools to meet the
needs of these new enrolments, are
listed on the programme of works. In
accordance with the normal procedures
of the House, I seek leave to have the
program-me incorporated in Hansard.
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Leave was granted and the programme was as follows:
1982-83 BUILDING PROGRAMME
SoUTH CENTRAL METROPOLITAN REGION-

School
Armadale Primary School .'

Project
Relocation of Right-of-way, Siteworks. Renovation of Infant Block
Toilets and Fire Escape
Replacement of Toilet Block, Staff Administration, Upgrade External
Beaumaris Primary School ..
Maintenance
Beaumaris High School
External Maintenance
Bentleigh East Primary School
Asphalting and Drainage
Brifhton Beach Primary School
External Cyclic Maintenance
Carlton North Primary School
Maintenance-External
Caulfield Primary School
.. External Cyclic Maintenance
Caulfield Technical School/Malvern Balaclava Road Annexe Joint Project, External Cyclic Maintenance
Girls High School
Caulfield North Catholic School
Asphalting and Drainage
Cheltenham Primary School
Resurface Asphalt
Clifton Hill Primary School (Organ Renovations
Factory)
Coatesville Primary School
Fire Service
Debney Park High School
Stages 1 and 2 Redevelopment, Canteen
Exhibition High School
1 x 4 mod. Home Economics, Structural Maintenance, Alterations,
Cyclic Maintenance, Replacement Fire Escape (Bell Street) and
Heat Loss Problem
Fitzroy High School
Internal and External Cyclic Mainten~nce, Education and Community Activity Centre
Flemington Primary School
Fire Escape, Library Upgrade, External Maintenance
Gardenvale Central School
External Cyclic Maintenance
Stage 2: Staff Administration. (Fire Reinstatement)
Glenhuntly Primary School ..
External Cyclic Maintenance
Huntingdale High School ..
Education and Community Activity Centre
Huntingdale Technical School
Fire Escapes, Internal Maintenance, Canteen
Melbourne High School
Milparinka (Parkville)
Relocatable Classroom A152/A162
External and Internal Maintenance
Montague C.E.S...
External Cyclic Maintenance
Moorabbin High School
..
MorJeigh High School
External Maintenance
North Melbourne Primary School Internal Maintenance and Toilets (Found Space)
(Eroll Street)
Park dale High School
..
. . Conversion of P.E. Room to Drama, Library Conversion
Port Melbourne Primary School (Nott Fire Escapes, R~placement Toilets
Street)
Richmond North Primary School
Fire Escapes and Staff Upgrade
Richmond West Primary School
Partitions
..
Richmond High School
Library Upgrade
Sandringham Technical School
.. Renew Water Pipes
South Melbourne Primary School Fire Escapes, Stage 1 Temporary Toilets and Demolitions
(Dorcas Street)
South Melbourne Technical School .. Electrical Wiring
Southmoor Primary School
External Maintenance
Toorak Central School
External Maintenance and Fire Escape
U Diversity High School
Fire Escapes
Westall High School
Staff/Administration, Upgrade
Westall Primary School
External Maintenance
Windsor Technical School ..
. . Internal Maintenance of Science Block
Windsor Technical School-Ardoch Automotive Pract. Joint Project
High School
EASTERN METROPOLITAN REGION-

Ashwood Primary School ..
Ashwood High School
..
BeverJey Hills Primary School
..
Box Hill S. D. S. . ,
Brandon Park Technical School

Art/Craft, Staff/Administration, Upgrade, Cyclic Maintenance
Cyclic Maintenance
Cyclic Maintenance
New School Building
Stage 2-Stenography, Home Economics (2), Science (2), MultiPurpose Area, Library, Staff/Administration, Fabrics, Health
Centre, Canteen, Student Toilets
Relocatables6 x 5 mod. Post Primary Classrooms
3 x 5 mod. Science
1 x 4 mod. Fabrics
2 x 4 mod. Music
1 x 4 mod. Art 3D
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1982-83 BUlLmNG PROGRAMME-<:ontinued
Project
1 x 5 mod. Graphics
2 x 4 mod. Stenography/Graphics
1 x 1 mod. Shower/Change
1 x 5 mod. Physical Education
Bulleen Primary School
Staff/ Administration, Upgrade
Staff/ Administration, Home Economics, Fabrics Upgrade and
Burwood Technical School
Relocatable Girls' Toilet
Cyclic Maintenance
Camberwell South Primary School
Cyclic Maintenance
Camelot Rise Primary School
Donburn Primary School ..
Art/Craft, Cyclic Maintenance
Cyclic Maintenance
Doncaster Primary School ..
Glenferrie Primary School ..
., Replacement Toilets
Glen WaverJey Heights Primary School Drainage
Cyclic Maintenance
Glen WaverJey Primary School
Relocation of Carron bank
Glen Waverley Special
Grey thorn High School
Repairs to Hall Floor
Hartwell Primary School
Cyclic Maintenance-External
Highvale High School
Stage 3
JordanviJJe Technical School
CycJic Maintenance
Kew Primary School
Roof Repairs
5 mod. Administration Relocatable, B.V. and Maintenance
Kew East Primary School
Koonung High School
Staff /Administration and Canteen (Fire Reinstatement)
Milgate Primary School
2 x 5 mod. G.P.C. Relocatables
Cyclic Maintenance
Mimosa Primary School
Monash High School
Cyclic Maintenance
Staff /Administration Upgrade, School/Community Centre
Park Orchards Primary School
Ringwood North Primary School
Multi-Purpose Room
Syndal High School
Roof Repairs
..
Cyclic Maintenance
Syndal North Primary School
Cyclic Maintenance
Syndal South Primary School
Cyclic Maintenance and 1 x 4 mod. Electrical Practices Relocatable
Syndal Technical School ..
Music Room
Warrandyte Primary School
1 x 4 mod. Graphics Relocatable
Warrandyte High School
1 x 4 mod. Stenography Relocatable
1 x 4 mod. Music /Drama Relocatable
Sewerage Treatment Plant
Warrandyte South Primary School
Wattle Park High School ..
. . Staff /Administration Upgrade, Library Extension
.
Waverley Meadows Primary School .. Cyclic Maintenance
Cyclic Maintenance
Waverley Park Primary School
Stage 2-MuIti-Purpose Area, Stenography, Library, Music/Drama
Wheelers Hill High School ..
Staff /Administration, Physical Education, Health Care, Canteen,
Toilets
School

Relocatables~

1 x 4 mod. Typing /Stenography
6 x 5 mod. Post Primary Classrooms
1 x 4 mod. Music/Drama
NORTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION-

Apollo Parkways Primary School
Bundoora Primary School ..
Diamond Creek Technical School
EItham High School
Fairlea Womens Prison
"
Greenhills Primary School ..
Heidelberg Heights Primary School
Heidelberg Technical School
Hurstbridge High School ..
Kingsbury Primary School "
Kingsbury Technical School
Lakeside Primary School
Lalor North High School
Latrobe High School
Lower Plenty Primary School
Mill Park Primary School ..
Olympic ViJJage Primary School
Preston Primary School
..

1 x 5 mod. G.P.C. Relocatable
Cyclic Maintenance
1 x 4 mod. Home Economics Relocatable
Upgrade
Relocatable
1 x 1 mod. Combined Toilet, Multi-Purpose Room
Cyclic Maintenance
Cyclic Maintenance, Relocatable Girls' Toilet and Automotive
Practices Units
1 x 4 mod. Music /Drama and Cyclic Maintenance
Cyclic Maintenance
1 x 4 mod. Home Economics Relocatable
1 x 4 mod. Fabrics Relocatable
Cyclic Maintenance
. .
Stage I-Fabrics, Art 2D and 3D, Graphic CommuDlcatloDS.
Gymnasium, Science (2), Home Economics, Woodwork. Metalwork
Cyclic Maintenance and Education and Community Activity Centre
(Fire Reinstatement)
Cyclic Maintenance
I x 5 mod. G.P.C. Relocatable
Upgrade Classrooms
Upgrade: Staff /Administration, Library and Cyclic Maintenance
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1982~3 BUILDING PROGRAMME---continued

School

Project

Cyclic Maintenance
Preston South Primary School
Cyclic Maintenance
Preston West Primary School
10 mod. Library Relocatable
Preston Girls' High School
Cyclic Maintenance
Preston East High School
Preston Language Centre ..
New Centre
Cyclic Maintenance
Research Primary School ..
Reservoir East Primary School
Fire Reinstatement
Rosanna Primary School . .
. . Cyclic Maintenance
Rosanna Golf Links Primary School Cyclic Maintenance
Cyclic Maintenance
Strathewen Primary School
Cyclic Maintenance
St. Andrews Primary School
Stage I-(Technical School) Fabrics, Art 3D, Graphic
St. Helena PPPS ..
Communications, Science, Woodwork, Metalwork, Multi-Purpose
Area, Toilet Block
Relocatables2 x 5 mod. Post Primary Classrooms
I x 5 mod. Staft' IAdministration
I x 2 mod. Canteen
1 x 2 mod. Covered Areas
Thomastown High School/Primary Sewerage Connection
School
Cyclic Maintenance
Thornbury High School
Fire Reinstatement
Tottenham Technical School
TULLAMARINE METROPOLITAN REGION-

Broadmeadows East Primary School .. Cyclic Maintenance
Broadmeadows West Technical School 1 x 4 mod. Music/Drama Relocatable
1 x 4 mod. Typing Relocatable
1 x 5 mod. G.P.e. Relocatable
1 x I mod. Combined Toilets Relocatable
Broadmeadows Technical School
.. 1 x 5 mod. Science Relocatable
Brunswick North West Primary School Cyclic Maintenance
Brunswick High School
..
Cyclic Maintenance
Brunswick Technical School
Upgrade: (Stages I, 2 and 3)
Brunswick Language Centre
New Centre
Coburg High School
Education and Community Activity Centre
Craigieburn PPP ..
Stage I Core New School Building
Relocatables2 x 5 mod. Post Primary Classrooms
I x 5 mod. Staff/Administration
I x 2 mod. Canteen
I x 2 mod. Covered Areas
Cyclic Maintenance
Dallas North Primary School
Cyclic Maintanence
Fawkner North Primary School
Fawkner Technical School ..
Fire Reinstatement
Stage I-Disc. Area, Fabrics, Art 20 and 3D, Graphic Comm.,
Gistome High School
Home Economics (2). Science (2). Woodwork (TS). Metalwork
(TS). Music/Drama, Physical Education.
RelocatablesI x 4 mod. Typing
I x 4 mod. Art 3D
I x 5 mod. G.P.C.
I x 4 mod. Science
I x I mod. Combined Toilet
I x 2 mod. Lockers
Hadfield Primary School
Cyclic Maintenance
Macedon Primary School
1 x Relocatable Combined Toilet
Oak Park Primary School ..
Cyclic Maintenance
Pascoe Vale North Primary School
Cyclic Maintenance
Westmeadows Primary School
.. 1 x Relocatable Combined Toilet
Westmeadows Heights Primary School Replacement school; 1 x 4 mod. Art 20 Relocatable
WESTERN METROPOLITAN REGION-

A1tona Primary School
..
A1tona Meadows Primary School
A1tona North High School ..
A1tona North Technical School
Ardeer High School

Internal Cyclic Maintenance
1 x 5 mod. Primary Classroom Relocatable
Cyclic Maintenance
Relocatable Toilet (Girls')
Stage 2-Graphics. Art 20 and 3D. Woodwork. Metalwork. Home
Economics (2). Fabrics _
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1982-83 BUILDING PROGRAMME-continued
Project
Reloratahles) / 4 mod. Fabrics
4 ;.: 5 mod. Post Primary Classrooms
I x 4 mod. Graphics
2 x 4 mod. Stenography/Typing
Internal Toilets and Cyclic Maintenance
Ascot Vale Primary School
Cyclic Maintenance
Ascot Vale West Primary School
),- 4 mod. Music/Drama Relocatable
Bacchus Marsh High School
Fire and Domestic Services
Braybrook High School
Cyclic Maintenance
Buckley Park High School
Diggers Rest Primary School
Cyclic Maintenance
Essendon Technical School
Cyclic Maintenance
Relocatable Country Toilet
Exford Primary School
Footscray West Primary School
Upgrade: Staff Facilities, Multi·Purpose Area. Library, Canteen and
Siteworks
Grounds Works (Fire Reinstatement)
Footscray High School
Hoppers Crossing PPP
Stage I-Physical Education, Science, Metalwork, Fabrics, Canteen.
Graphics. Toilets, Lockers
Relocatables2 " 5 mod. Post Primary Classrooms
) " 5 mod. StaffI Administration
) " 2 mod. Canteen
1 ,'2 mod. Covered Areas
Connection to Sewerage System
Keilor Primary School
Stage 1 Core-Fabrics, Physical Education, Science, Canteen,
Keilor Downs PPP
Graphics, Metalwork, Toilets
Relocatables2 >: 5 mod. Post Primary Classrooms
1 >~ 5 mod. Staff! Administration
J >' 4 mod. Home Economics
1 >.: 4 mod. Woodwork
1 ;. 4 mod. Art 3D
Stage 2-Library, Multi·Purpose, Area, Discret. Area, Home
Kings Park High School
Economics (2), Administration 1 x 4 mod. Metalwork Relocatable
Stage 2: Upgrade
Kingsville Primary School
Stage 2: Woodwork, Metalwork, Engineering Workshop Pract.,
Melton Technical School
Automotive Pract., Art 20 and 3D, Fabrics, Graphics
Reloratables1 x 4 mod. Metalwork
1 >~ 4 mod. Science
] y 4 mod. Electrical Practices
Movelle Primary School
] x Combined Toilet Relocatable
1 >: 5 mod. Primary Classroom ReJocatabJe
Newport Primary School
Cyclic Maintenance
Niddrie High School
Cyclic Maintenance
1 x 4 mod. Science Relocatable
1 x 4 mod. 3D Art Relocatable
Niddrie Technical School
1 >~ 4 mod. Electrical RelocatabJe
Spotswood Primary School
Upgrade and Replacement Toilets
Strathmore High School
Cyclic Maintenance
St. Albans East Primary School
Internal Cyclic Maintenance
St. Albans Technical School
Education and Community Activity Centre
1 x 5 mod. Primary Classroom Relocatable Cyclic Maintenance
Sun bury Heights Primary School
Sunshine North Technical School
Fire Reinstatement
Remedial Maintenance to Workshop and Adjacent Area
Sunshine Technical School ..
Staff
Improvements, Art jCraft, Canteen, Siteworks, Toilets
Werribee Primary School
Remedial Maintenance to Workshop and Adjacent Area
Werribee Technical School
1 x 4 mod. Electrical ReJocatabJe
2 x 4 mod. Typing Relocatable
Stage 1: Cyclic Maintenance, Siteworks and Renovations, Internal
Williamstown North Primary School
Toilets, 1 x 5 mod. Primary Classroom Relocatable
Williamstown Technical School
Cyclic Maintenance
School

WESTERNPORT METROPOLITAN REGlON-

Aldercourt Primary School
Aspendale Technical School
Belvedere Park Primary School
Berwick High School
Berwick Primary School

External Cyclic Maintenance
External Cyclic Maintenance
External Cyclic Maintenance
Contribution to DV A Drainage System
External Cyclic Maintenance
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BUILDING PROGRAMME--continued
Project
Asphalting Car Park
Relocatable: Girls' Toilet
Connection to Sewerage and resurface Asphalt, External Cyclic
Maintenance
Chalcot Lodge Primary School
New School Building
Chandler Primary School ..
External Cyclic Maintenance
Chelsea Heights Primary School
Connection to Sewerage
Cleeland High School
Internal [External Cyclic Maintenance
Coomoora High School
External Cyclic Maintenance
Coomoora Primary School
External Cyclic Maintenance
Education and Community Activity Centre
Cranbourne Hi~ School ..
Relocatables1 x 4 mod. Music /Drama
1 x 4 mod. Fabrics
1 x 4 mod. Typing
1 x 4 mod. Science
Stage 3: Staff/Administration, Automotive Pract., Engineering
Cranbourne Meadows Technical
Workshop Pract., Stenography/Typing, Health Care, Student
School
Toilets (Additional)
Re/ocatables1 x 4 mod. Electrical Pract.
3 x 5 mod. Post Primary Classrooms
1 x 4 mod. Fabrics
Relocation
Crib Point Primary School ..
External Cyclic Maintenance
Dandenong South Primary School
External Cyclic Maintenance
Dandenong High School
Relocatables1 x 4 mod. Music/Drama
1 x 4 mod. Science
1 x 4 mod. 3D Art
Derinya Primary School
External Cyclic Maintenance
Dingley Primary School
Connection to Sewerage
External and Internal Cyclic Maintenance and Resurface Asphalt
Doveton Primary School
Replace Asphalt and Service Road External Cyclic Maintenance
Doveton High School
Fire Reinstatement-Library
Doveton Technical School ..
Fire Reinstatement-Library and Sickbay/Shower
Doveton West Primary School
Stage 3: Alterations and Additions
Dromana Technical School
Connection to Sewerage, Brick Building Internal Cyclic Maintenance
Edithvale Primary School ..
Endeavour Hills South Primary School Core Plus-Administration, Canteen, Library, Art/Craft, MultiPurpose Room, Toilets
Relocatables6 x 5 mod. Primary Classrooms
Endeavour Hills Technical School
Relocatables1 x 4 mod. Home Economics
1 x Relocatable Combined Toilet
1 x 5 mod. Auto Practices
1 x 5 mod. Science
Eumemmerring Primary School
External Cyclic Maintenance
Fairway Primary School ..
External Cyclic Maintenance
External Cyclic Maintenance (Old School)
Frankston Primary School
External Cyclic Maintenance
Frankston Forest Primary School
Staff Car Park
Frankston Heights Primary School
External Cyclic Maintenance (Senior School)
Frankston High School
Internal Cyclic Maintenance LTC Building
Staff/Administration and CR Upgrade
Garfield Primary School
External and Internal Cyclic Maintenance
Gembrook Primary School
External Cyclic Maintenance
Greenslopes Primary School
Hallam High School
External Cyclic Maintenance
Relocatables1 x 4 mod. Fabrics
1 x 4 mod. Music/Drama
.. External Cyclic Maintenance
Hallam Primary School
Hampton Park East Primary School .. External Cyclic Maintenance
Harrisfield Primary School ..
External Cyclic Maintenance
Cyclic Maintenance
Heatherhill Primary School ..
Asphalting Car Park, Drama Complex, External/Internal Cyclic
Heatherhill High School ..
Maintenance
Keysborough Park Primary School
Contribution to Community Park
1 x 4 mod. Music/Drama; External Cyclic Maintenance
Keysborough Technical School
External Cyclic Maintenance, Art/Craft (Fire Reinstatement)
Kooweerup High School

School
Bonbeach Primary School ..
Carrum Downs Primary School
Carrum Primary School
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Langwarrin Technical High School

Lyndale Primary School
Maralinga Primary School
MordialJoc/Chelsea High School
Mornington Technical School

Nepean Special School
Newhaven Primary School ..
Noble Park High School
Noble Park Technical School
OakwoodPark Primary School
Overport Primary School
Pakenham CG.CS.
Pakenham CS.
Pakenham High School

Rangebank Primary School
Rosewood Downs Primary School
Somers School Camp
..
Springvale Primary School ..
Springvale North Primary School
Springvale West Primary School
Springvale High School
..
Tootgarook Primary School
Tyabb Primary School
W onthaggi High School
..
W onthaggi Technical School

BUILDING
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PROORAMME-continued

Project
Stage I-Multi-Purpose Area, Home Economics, Science, Fabrics.
Art 3D, Graphic Communications, Woodwork. Metalwork
Relocatables2 x 5 mod. Post Primary Classrooms
1 x 2 mod. Canteen
1 x 5 mod. Administration
Resurface Asphalt, External Cyclic Maintenance
External Cyclic Maintenance, Grounds Development
Connection to Sewerage
Stage I-Library, Home Economics, Art 2D, Stenography, Laboratory
Canteen, Staff/ Administration, Music, Drama, Multi-Purpose.
Toilets Room
Re/ocatablest x 5 mod. Science
1 x 4 mod. Art 3D
] x 4 mod. Home Economics
] x 4 mod. Typing
1 x 5 mod. Automobile Practice
2 x 5 mod. G.P.C.
Art/Craft and Library (Fire Reinstatement)
External and Internal Cyclic Maintenance
Fire Service and Domestic Water Supply
] x Relocatable Girls' Toilets, Asphalting and Drainage, Internal
Cyclic Maintenance
External and Internal Cyclic Maintenance
External Cyclic Maintenance
Additions (at Narre Warren Primary School)
Resurface Asphalt, External and Internal Cyclic Maintenance
Automotive Practical, Engineering Workshop Practical (Core)
RelocatablesI x 4 mod. Electrical Practical
] x 4 mod. Farm Practical
New School Building
External Cyclic Maintenance
Married Staff Accommodation
Cyclic Maintenance
Drainage Works
Asphalting, External Cyclic Maintenance
External Cyclic Maintenance
Art/Craft and Staff/Administration
Core PI us-Staff/ Administration, Art/Craft, Multi-Purpose Room
External Cyclic Maintenance
External Cyclic Maintenance to Brick Building Conversion of Webb's
Building to Gymnasium

MAROONDAH METROPOLITAN REOION-

Bayswater High School
..
..
Bimbadeen Heights Primary School..
Blackburn North Primary School
BJackburn High School
..
Blackburn Primary School. .
Blackburn South High School
Blackburn Technical School
Boronia Heights Primary School
Boronia Technical School ..
Fairhills High School
..
Heathmont East Primary School
Kent Park Primary School ..
Knoxfield Primary School ..
Launching Place Primary School
Lilydale Technical School ..
Marlborough Primary School
Maroondah High School ..
MiddlefieJd Primary School
Monbulk Primary School ..

Cyclic Maintenance, Education and Communty Activity Centre
1 x 5 mod. Relocatable
Cyclic Maintenance
Music Upgrade and Cyclic Maintenance
Internal and External Cyclic Maintenance
3 classrooms, 3 general purpose areas (Fire Reinstatement)
1 x 5 mod. Science Relocatable
1 x 5 mod. Auto Practices Relocatable
1 x 4 mod. Electrical Practices Relocatable
Multi-Purpose Room
Education and Community Activity Centre
Cyclic Maintenance
Staff / Administration, Art /Craft Upgrade
Cyclic Maintenance
Art/Craft
Core-Art /Craft, Multi-Purpose Area or (Option) Core Conversion
2 x 5 mod. Primary Classroom Relocatables
Final Stage
Cyclic Maintenance
Cyclic Maintenance; Art/Craft, Music Facilities Upgrade
Cyclic Maintenance
Cyclic Maintenance
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Monbulk High School
Mt Evelyn Technical School
Narmara Primary School
Parkwood High School

BUILDING

PROGRAMME-continued

Project
Library, Staff/Administration Upgrade, Home Economics Conversion, Cyclic Maintenance
Stage 2-MuIti-Purpose Area, Library, Stenography, Music/Drama,
Staff / Administration, Physical Education, Health Care, Canteen,
Toilets
Cyclic Maintenance
Stage 2-Multi-Purpose Area, Srenography, Library, Staff /Administration, Health Care, Toilets

Relocatables7 x 5 mod. Post Primary Classrooms
1 x 4 mod. Stenography
2 x 4 mod. Music/Drama
1 x 5 mod. Science
Ringwood High School
Staff /Administration, Upgrade
Ringwood Technical School
1 x 5 mod. Auto Practices Relocatable Cyclic Maintenance
Scoresby Heights Primary School
Cyclic Maintenance
Southwood Primary School
Contribution to School/Community Hall
Studfield East Primary School
Staff /Administration, Upgrade
Tecoma Primary School
Cyclic Maintenance
Templeton Primary School ..
1 x 5 mod. Primary Classroom Relocatable
Tinternvale Primary School
Cyclic Maintenance
Upper Ferntree Gully Primary School Staff /Administration, Upgrade
Education and Community Activity Centre
Upper Yarra High School ..
Cyclic Maintenance
Verdale Primary School
Cyclic Maintenance
Vermont High School
Cyclic Maintenance
Vermont South Special School
Staff /Administration, Upgrade
Wandin North Primary School
Stage 2-Multi-Purpose Area, Stenography, Library, Staff/AdminWantima High School
stration, Health Centre, Toilets

Wonga Park Primary School

Relocatablest x 4 mod. Music/Drama
t x 4 mod. Stenography /Typing
1 x 1 mod. Shower Change
Staff /Administration, Upgrade

BARWON SoUTH-WESTERN REGION-

Alvie Consolidated School ..
Bell Park North Primary School
BeJlaire Primary School
Branxholme Primary School
Cobden Technical School
Colac High School
Colac Technical School
Coleraine Primary School
Corio North High School

Corio Primary School
Deans Marsh Primary School
Derrinallum Primary School
Geelong West Technical School
Grovedale Technical High School

Grovedale West Primary School
Heywood C.S.
..
Herne Hill Primary School ..
Merino Consolidated School
Merrivale Primary School ..

Revelopment and Cyclic Maintenance of some Buildings
Cyclic Maintenance
Cyclic Maintenance
Cyclic Maintenance
Contributions to Recreation Centre
Cyclic Maintenance
Cyclic Maintenance
Cyclic Maintenance
Re/ocatablest x 4 mod. Stenography /Typing
t x 4 mod. Music/Drama
t x Combined Toilet
Staff /Administration, Library, Classrooms (Fire Reinstatement)
Cyclic Maintenance
Cyclic Maintenance
Cyclic Maintenance
Stage 2: Automotive Practices, Graphic C:ommunications, Mu~ic /
Drama, Library, Stenography Lab., Multi-Purpose Area, PhYSical
Education, Canteen, Staff IAdministration, Health Care
Relocatables1 x 5 mod. Science
t x 4 mod. Music
1 x 4 mod. Stenography /Typing
1 x 5 mod. GPC
Cyclic Maintenance
Cyclic Maintenance
Cyclic Maintenance
Cyclic Maintenance
Staff /Administration, Upgrade
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Norlane High School
Oberon High School
Portland High School
Portland Primary School
Portland Technical School ..
Portland South Primary School
Queenscliff High School
Rollins Primary School
Timboon High School
Terang High School
Torquay Primary School
Warrnambool Technical School
(Annexe)
Winchelsea Higher Elementary School
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PROGRAMME-continued

Project
Cyclic Maintenance
Cyclic Maintenance
1 x 4 mod. Graphics Relocatable
Upgrade Infant Building
Relocatable Girls' Toilet
Cyclic Maintenance; Multi-Purpose Hall
1 x 4 mod. Stenography /Typing Relocatable
1 x 4 mod. Science Relocatable
Cyclic Maintenance
Cyclic Maintenance
Staff /Administration and Library Upgrade
Cyclic Maintenance, Major Renovations
Cyclic Maintenance
Cyclic Maintenance

CENTRAL HIGHLANDS-WJMMERA REGlON-

Ararat High School
Ararat Technical School
A voca Primary School
Ballarat High School
Ballarat East High School
Beaufort High School
Blackhill Primary School ..
Cape Clear Primary School ..
G lenorchy Primary School
Goroke Consolidated School
Horsham Technical School
Jeparit Primary School
Kaniva High School
Murtoa High School
Nhill High School ..
Stawell High School
..
Warracknabeal High School
Warracknabeal Primary School
Wendouree H. T.S.

Maintenance and Netball Courts
1 x 4 mod. Home Economics Relocatable
1 x 4 mod. Science Relocatable
Staff/Administration, Renovation
Electrical
Staff/Administration, renovation
Science, Staff/Administration, Library (Fire Reinstatement) Terrapin
Unit
1 x 5 mod. Primary Classroom Relocatable
School/Community Facility
Relocate School
Toilet/Staff/ Administration/Library
Maintenance
Replacement School
Technical Annexe
School/Community Hall
Technical Annexe: Staff/Administration
1 x 5 mod. Post Primary Classroom Relocatable
1 x 10 mod. Library
1 x 5 mod. Primary Classroom Relocatable
Repairs-Acoustics, Gymnasium Covered Ways

LODDON CAMPASPE-MALLEE REGION-

Bendigo Primary School ..
(Voilet Street)
Berriwillock Primary School
Boort High School
Cohuna High School
Echuca High School
Gisborne High School
Irymple Primary School ..
Kennington Primary School
Kerang High School
..
Kyneton Primary School ..
Lake Boga Primary School
Long Gully Primary School
..
Merbein High School
Mildura High School
..
Mildura Technical School ..
Riddell's Creek Primary School
Robinvale C.S./High School
..
Rochester High School
Sea Lake Primary School
Strathfieldsaye Primary School
St. Arnaud High School
St. Arnaud Primary School
Swan Hill North Primary School
Swan Hill High School
..
Swan Hill Technical School

1 x 5 mod. Primary Classroom Relocatable
Maintenance
School/Community Hall
Maintenance to Old Brick Building
Library/Home Economics and G.P.C.; Maintenance
1 x 5 mod. G.P.c. Relocatable
Convert L TC to Multi-Purpose Area
Maintenance and Transfer of Building
Home Economics Conversion
Re-development of School
School/Community Hall
Staff/Administration Upgrade
School/Community Hall
Relocatable: 1 x 5 mod. G.P.C. Relocatable
Cyclic Maintenance Convert L TC to Library
Core-Art Workshop, Multi-Purpose Area, Canteen
Fire and Water System
Maintenance
Maintenance
Maintenance and Transfer of Building
External Cyclic Maintenance
External Repairs and Painting
Maintenance
Change/Shower Rooms/Toilets
Library, Science, Graphics, Staffroom ;
Relocatables2 x 5 mod. A143
1 x 5 mod. A168
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Ministerial Statement
PROGRAMME-continued

GOULBURN NORTH-EASTERN REOION-

School
Bandiana Primary School ..

Project
1 x 5 mod. Art ICraft Relocatable
1 x 5 mod. Multi-Purpose Relocatable
Benalla Ea';t Primary School
Staff IAdministration, Library
Benalla S.E.U.
Cyclic Maintenance
Bright H.E.S.
1 x 5 mod. Art /Craft Relocatable
1 x 5 mod. Multi-Purpose Relocatable
Cobram e.S.
Cyclic Maintenance
Euroa Primary School
..
Replacement School
Katandra West Primary School
Staff IAdministration, Library
..
Mansfield High School
Cyclic Maintenance
Mount Beauty Primary School
Cyclic Maintenance
Mount Beauty High School
Cyclic Maintenance
Numurkah Primary School
Cyclic Maintenance
Numurkah High School
Science
..
Rubicon School Camp
Additions to Camp Director's Residence
Seymour Primary School ..
Cyclic Maintenance
Seymour East Primary School
.. Cyclic Maintenance
Shepparton Primary School (Gowrie Cyclic Maintenance
Street)
.. Cyclic Maintenance
Shepparton East Primary School
Shepparton South Technical School .. Cyclic Maintenance
Strathmerton Primary School
Replacement School
Tungamah Primary School ..
Cyclic Maintenance
WaJIan Primary School
Replacement School
Wangaratta High School ..
Cyclic Maintenance
Wodonga Technical School ..
1 x 4 mod. Woodwork Relocatable
Yackandandah Primary School
Cyclic Maintenance
Yarrawonga High School
1 x 4 mod. Home Economics Relocatable
Yea Primary School
Cyclic Maintenance
GIPPSLAND REOION-

Bairnsdale Primary School ..
Bairnsdale West- Primary School
..
Bairnsdale High School
Bairnsdale Technical School
Boolarra Primary School ..
Drouin Primary School
Foster Consolicated School
Jindivick Primary School ..
Korumburra High School ..
Lakes Entrance Primary School
Leongatha Technical School
Moe Primary School (Albert Street) ..
Moe Primary School (Elizabeth Street)
Morwell Primary School (Crin. Road)
Neerim South High School
Sale High School ..
Sale Technical School
..
Swifts Creek Primary School
..
Trafalgar High School
Warragul Primary School (Albert
Street)
Warragul Technical School
Yarragon Primary School
Yarram High School

Art ICraft, Library Extension, Classrooms
Cyclic Maintenance
Cyclic Maintenance
Bus Access Road
Cyclic Maintenance
Cyclic Maintenance
Cyclic Maintenance
Cyclic Maintenance
Cyclic Maintenance
5 mod. Relocatable General Purpose Room
Cyclic Maintenance
Cyclic Maintenance
Replacement Toilets
Cyclic Maintenance
Cyclic Maintenance; Replacement Toilets
Replace Heating System and Cyclic Maintenance
Cyclic Maintenance
Cyclic Maintenance
Cyclic Maintenance
CycJic Maintenance
Cyclic Maintenance
Cyclic Maintenance
Cyclic Maintenance

Mr FORDHAM-It is the Government's policy to provide new permanent
buildings to meet the need for facilities
in situations where enrolments are increasing. Over the past few years, the
department has followed a policy of providing basic core facilities in permanent
buildings, supported by relocatables

which can be added to or subtracted
from, depending upon fluctuations in
enrolments. The Government has
initiated a review of this policy in order
to ensure that school councils have a
key role regarding -the type and nature
of facilities to be provided.

M inisterial Statement

In addition to providing facilities for
new pupil places, there is a continuing
need to upgrade many of the older
schools, which do not enjoy the standard of facilities necessary to meet
present day education requirements. The
regional offices, in consultation with the
Regional Priorities Review Committees
and local schools, have established programmes of work to be undertaken on
a priority basis, and $20 233 000 has
been provided for this purpose. Major
projects to be undertaken in 1982-83
are listed on the accompanying programme of works.
Some of the old schools are reaching
the end of their economic and useful
lives, and some have been destroyed by
fire, and a programme of replacement
in such circumstances will be continued
in the current financial year.
One of the aspects of planning for
school facilities is the Government's intention to devolve more of the responsibility previously held in the central
office to local schools. Already, building liaison officers, who were located
centrally, have been relocated within
regions, and greater use is being made
of local planning committees to ensure
that school building projects are appropriate to the local requirements.
In many circumstances, the department is embarking on jointly funded,
jointly managed and jointly used facilities with local municipalities, local service groups and other departments. By
this means, greater use is made by a
greater number of people of the resources being made available. The Government is pursuing a firm policy of
sharing facilities with the community
a.nd, by this means, will achieve a more
economic use of total community resources. An amount of $9612000 has
been set aside in the Budget to enable
projects of this type to continue.
Reference should also be made to the
Education Community Activities Centre
Programme. In line with the Government's firm commitment for regional
priorities to be determined at the local
level, the further development of this
programme will be referred to regional
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committees but· existing commitments
for 1982-83 will be honoured.
With more than 2000 schools in the
State, the maintenance of school buildings continues to be a growing challenge. Each year, the department has
more schools than in the preceding year,
and, each year, every school is one year
older. When good housekeeping and
timely maintenance have to be deferred,
owing to lack of funds, school buildings deteriorate at a rapid rate, and
the cost of restoring them to a satisfactory condition becomes disproportionately more expensive. For this reason, the Government has increased the
allocation for maintenance of school
buildings, and $33 500 000 is available
for this purpose in 1982-83.
Another area of special attention is
the provision and replacement of furniture and equipment in schools. This
year, $3, 5 million has been set aside for
this purpose, and the department is
working toward making this programme
a school based operation. New procedures are being developed to improve
the ordering and delivery processes, and
the categories of furniture and equipment that can be purchased are being
reviewed. In days when technological
change is so rapid, the updating and
replacement of obsolete equipment, and
keeping abreast of new developments,
becomes very important.
One of the success stories of the
department's building activities is the
school security operation. This operation consists of a remotely-monitored
silent intruder detection alarm system,
which has resulted in a very high rate
of apprehension of intruders. It is encouraging to note not only a decline
in the level of vandalism, burglary and
other offences, but also that the incidence of arson has declined in recent
months.
The demand for new school sites in
outer areas and the extension of school
sites in confined inner areas continues,
and a sum of $2 500 000 has been provided in the Budget for this purpose.
The department has recently conducted a survey of its current property holdings, with a view to determining which

1084

ASSEMBLY

14 October 1982

sites are either redundant or under.utilized. Already, a number of sites
have been disposed of and the programme is continuing. The proceeds
from the sales are returned to the department for reuse on high-priority
capital needs.
In planning for the future building
needs of our schools, the Government
is seeking greater rationalization and
sharing of existing facilities. It is also
committed to the joint use of facilities
with the community, and welcomes local
participation in all of the planning processes, and, as restructuring of the department continues, a more vigorous
participation at local level can be
anticipated.
The provision of appropriate and
adequate educational facilities will never
'be totally satisfied, but recent changes
in the method of operation, and the
movement of programming on to a triennial rather than an annual basis,
should not only result in a more orderly

Ministerial Statement

planning process, but also work toward
an efficient and economic over-all operation. In addition to the funds outlined
in that statement, additional funds will
be available to the s~hool building programme as the result of the establishment of the Victorian Development Fund
later this year.
For 1982-83 the Government has allocated $42, 5 million for Technical and
Further Education capital works and
services. Of this amount $31' 4 million
has been provided through the Commonwealth Government and $11·1 million directly from State Government
sources.
Major projects are scheduled to commence construction in 1982-83 at Dandenong, Frankston, Geelong, Shepparton, Broadmeadows, Preston and Footscray. I seek leave to incorporate in
Hansard the table showing details of
the project.
Leave was granted, and the table was
as follows:
Estimated Cost

Project

Dandenong Stage 2 ..
Frankston Stage I
Gordon Stage 1
Shepparton Stage I ..
Broadmeadows
Preston Stage 3
Footscray Stage 3

Descrption

"

($m)

Building for fitting and machining, building art and
computer courses and general studies.
.. Building for fitting and machining, electrical and building
courses and reconstruction for class-rooms and college
administration.
.. Buildings for electrical, art and design, hairdressing,
science and childcare courses, library and general
classrooms.
" Buildings for rural studies, electrical, buildings, metal
fab. fitting and machining and automotive courses.
.. Buildings for general studies, business studies, engineering, learning resources centre, administration, student
and staff amenities.
. . Buildings for life sciences, childcare and student services.
.. Buildings for applied science, applied art, business studies,
personal services, access and compensatory education.

Mr FORDHAM-Funds have also
been allocated for the planning of a new
college at Knox and the expansion of
the existing college at Moorabbin.
Funds have also been allocated for
a programme of minor projects throughout the State, purchase of property for
future campus developments, cyclical
maintenance programmes, purchase of
new furniture and equipment and other
provisions of an annual nature. In addition, grants· will be made to support

8·5
7·8
6·3
6·0
10·9
2· 4
3 ·7

community education, adult education
and neighbourhood learning centres.
By leave, I move:
That this House takes note of the Ministerial Statement.

Mr RICHARDSON (Forest Hill)-At
the outset, I point out that the Ministerial statement presented by the new
Minister of Education in the new Government is particularly significant. It is
a pity it has taken so long for a definitive statement of policy to be made by

Ministerial Statement
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the Minister. I use the expression "de- is difficult to quarrel with this fundafinitive statement of policy" to distin- mental statement of policy in educaguish what I believe this document to tion.
be from the loosely stated, rather rubWe begin with some common ground
bery statements on education which
on
what ought to be the methodological
were made prior to the election.
approach to achieving an objective of
Having said that, I commend the preparing children for life, land life
Minister for taking the step he has of includes work, meeting challenges,
informing the House of details of what establishing identities, confidence 'and
is intended in the education area in the so on. It is in the track followed to
current year and for an indication of achieve that objective that there are
what lies beyond that year. As shadow diversions and different pathways which
Minister of Educational Services and divide the Opposition from the GovernOpposition spokesman on education ment. Fundamentally I would have
generally in the Legislative Assembly, thought that our objectives were probas a former teacher, as a parent of ably the same.
children who are still attending the local
It will not please back-bench memhigh school-having attended the local bers
of the Government party that in
primary school-and as a member of a
statement
the Minister praised the
the
community which believes education to activities of successive
Governbe of fundamental importance, I point ments over the past Liberal
27
years.
out that whatever the Goverment does peatedly throughout the statement, Rethe
for the betterment of education will be Minister identified achievement after
applauded.
achievement in the growth and developDifferences of opinion may exist about ment of education and the constant
the definition of what is good. Differ- drive to provide a fulfilling set of
ences of opinion may exist about how experiences and preparation for the
to achieve what may be perceived jointly children of Victoria. For the continued
to be good. However, any positive step praise that the Minister has delivered
taken in the interests of education will and the tributes that he paid to previous Ministers of Education for the pronot receive hindrance from me.
grammes they iniHated, developed and
I turn to the remarks made in the carried through, I express the appreciaMiniS'terial statement. The singularly tion of the Opposition and I hope this
most important matter is contained at spirit of co-operation will continue,
the end of the second paragraph. In with the Minister praising the achievethat paragraph the Minister establishes ments and performance of previous
what he believes education is all about. Liberal Governments and that, in the
The fundamental feature of the Aus- fullness of time, when I become MintraHan Labor Party education policy is ister of Education, I shall be able to
that education ought to exist to assist praise some of the things that he has
young people in meeting the challenges been able to achieve in three years of
of the world around them. As a funda- Labor Government.
mental statement it is difficult to
Page 2 of the Ministerial statement
quarrel with.
contains some comments which require
In the next paragraph, the Minister discussion. At the top of that page the
expands on that statement and says Minister says:
To suggest that any shortcomings in educathat education has a role in preparing
for work, to develop both the skills and tion have caused unemployment is nonsense.
the confidence which are necessary. He I tend to agree with the Minister and
defines the wider role of education in would have to ask the question: "Who
the development of a sense of identity has said that unemployment has been
'and self worth, in widening horizons, caused by the education system?" I
1'laising levels of expectation, encourag- have not heard that said, nor have I
ing co-operation and concern. Again, it seen it written. It is true that there has
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been growing criticism of the way in
which children are being prepared in
our schools for life after 'School, and if
the Minister is saying that that
criticism of the schools and the bl1aming
of teachers for the ills of the world
after school is nonsense, I agree with
him completely. Having been -a member
of the Education Department for a long
time and having had an association
with the Eduoation Department 'and
with education generally for many
years af,ter I left the department, I
believe the c'apacity and dedication of
our teachers, and those who are concerned with the provision of education
is very high. I do not accept lany proposition that the education that is
being provided now is in ,any way
deficient in comparison with the education that was provided 20, 30 or 40
years ago.
However, criticisms of that kind have
been made, 'and quite publicly, by
prominent people. I im'agine the Minister rejects those sorts of criticisms
and, if so, I join him. I believe the
quality of educ'ation being provided to
our children has steadily been developing, increasing and improving. People
in the community who do not have the
means of measuring objectively whether
-children are being prepared better or
worse have noticed that there is 'apparently 'an inability by young people
entering the work force to spell, write,
put 'a sentence together properly,
behave themselves correcdy, address
customers, conduct themselves and so
forth.
A whole range of criticisms have
been levelled that the school system
has produced people who are less
adequ'ately equipped for life and work
than people were in years gone by. I
do not accept that proposUion. A
-change in 'employment patterns is
occurring 'a'S a result of a change in
jobs available 'and a change in the
,attitudes of people, 'and there is an
upward mobility and 'a sense on the
part of parents that there ought to be
som'ething better for their children than
th~e was for them. M'any people who,
in years gone by, would have left
Mr Richardson

Ministerial Statement

school and gone into menial jobs
and felt that that was an adequate
achievement and goal would these
days no longer choose that path.
Many people have rejected that path
and have opted for a different path or
an upward mobility, and are entering
situations for which they might not have
been adequately prepared.
It could be that these people are
entering situations for which their
families have not adequately prepared
them in terms of personal standards
and so on. Criticism cannot be justifiably levelled at the schools and the
school system, but one criticism perhaps
could be levelled at the system in the
development of attitudes that are different from the attitudes which existed
years ago and the shift in emphasis
from work-orientated or work-motivated activities and development of a
work ethic in school children. I suggest
that that work ethic has become unfashionable among educationalists.
That is not a healthy nor realistic
shift in emphaSis and orientation at
school. I totally reject the proposition
that presently has wide currency among
some of the 'more radical elements of
the teacher union movement that public
education-that is State school education-is controlled by the industrial
society and the capitalist, masters of
the industrialized society simply to provide factory fodder to staff the industries of such a society.
At present this is a popular proposition in the community and I have
read a number of articles in teacher
union journals which highlight that
proposition. It was put forcibly by the
President of the Australian Teachers
Federation in his address to its last
conference. It is an unhealthy view
to adopt and it bothers me that it
has currency as wide as it appears to
have.
I reject the unrealistic proposition
and explanation of the motivation behind education. I should have thought
that teachers who care to read the
speech of the President of the Australian
Teachers Federation, and who would

M inisterial Statement

read the article to which I refer would
be disturbed by this view. An article
appeared in either the Victorian Secondary Teachers Association journal or
it may have been in the recent edition
of-Mr Cathie-School Bell.
Mr RICHARDSON-Yes, perhaps it
may well have been in School Bell. I
ask the House and the community to
examine the reality of that proposal.
I do not consider that education and
the education system in Victoria has
been motivated by and controlled by
some surreptitious and clandestine
capitalist organizations that are bent
on grinding the faces and the ambitions
of the young of Australia into the
corporate dust. It is a fanciful but,
more particularly, a dangerous idea to
be spread around. I am unhappy about
the way in which this is being done.
I agree with the Minister of Education when he said that there has
been a lack of understanding of what
has been achieved within our State
schools. Much has been achieved. This
is yet another example of where, in his
Ministerial statement, the Minister of
Education paid tribute to the activities
of previous Liberal Governments and,
indeed, the various Ministers of Education who have served the State and
the children of our State with such
distinction over many years. The Minister referred to:
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Mr Remington-That is because you
have attacked them time and time
again.
Mr RICHARDSON-I will take up
the interjection of the honourable member for Melbourne who said that I
have attacked them time and time
again. I will say again, I have never
attacked teachers but I have been
vigorous in my criticism of the leadership of certain teacher unions.
The leadership of certain of those
unions is fundamentally responsible for
the decline of the public's view of
teachers. This is a most undesirable
situation, but it has happened. I place
the blame for that squarely on the
shoulders of certain teacher union
leaders who, to serve their own ends,
have shamefully used the thousands
of teachers who in good faith have
joined unions only to be manipulated
by the leadership.

Teachers who are members of unions
have been manipulated to serve the
domestic political objectives of unscrupulous union leaders. Not all union
leaders are unscrupulous and not all
unions have allowed their leaders to
behave in the way that I have described, but the fact remains that issues
such as limited tenure employment and
the disputes that arose from it were
nothing more than domestic exercises
conducted by the leadership of the
Victorian Secondary Teachers Association, the Victorian Teachers Union and
Criticisms based on the lack of achievement
of children in our schools have ignored the the Technical Teachers Union of Vicevidence of improved literacy and mathematical toria to keep their membership in
skills and criticisms of teachers have been based line and to keep the fervour burning
upon exceptional cases and the devotion and brightly. The leaders disgracefully manhard work of thousands of class-room teachers
ipulated, or attempted to manipulate,
is often ignored.
the membership to serve their own
I agree. There has been growing political objectives. It was to the
criticism over the past ten to fifteen credit of the majority 'Of the memberyears of teachers as a class of ship of those teacher unions that, when
people. This bothers me and, as a strike was called, only a minority of
I have said before on many oc- teachers answered the call of the
casions, the teaching profession-of
union leaders.
which I had been a member for many
While I agree with the Ministerial
years and of which I was extremely
proud to be a member-has been statement that criticisms of teachers as
brought into a degree of disrepute in a class of people have been ill-founded
the eyes of many sections of the com- and grossly unfair, it is important that
the Government, the community, the
munity.
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teaching profession and the union leadership recognize that pubHc opinion of
teachers has declined. That fact saddens
me enormously. If the Government will
not accept that fact, it will do education
an enormous disservice. What has to
happen?
Mr Remington-Shoot the union
leaders.
Mr RICHARDSON-No, one does
not shoot the union leaders. One shoots
the loud-mouthed politician who represents Melbourne in the Legislative
Assembly. Frankly, if the honourable
member for Melbourne had some backbone to connect his wagging tail and
flapping tongue, I may take some notice
of him.
The Minister says that the prime
responsibility of the Government is to
develop a State education system of the
highest quality. Nobody could but agree
with that proposition. The Minister pays
tribute to the efforts of previous Governments and previous Ministers· of
Education, when he states:
It must be acknowledged that our State
schools have already achieved much in the
delivery of services to children.

Ministerial Statement
The whirlwind that I have already
described on other occasions in the
House is the system whereby a proposal
within the administrative section of the
EducaNon Department is sucked into
some continually whirling roundabout
system from which it can never be
extricated because nobody is able to
make a decision. That is the fundamental weakness of the way in which
the Government is approaching this
most important of departments.
When something is too hard, the
Minister of Education forms a task force,
a committee or some sort of 'inquiry
and off it goes into the whirlwind and
it keeps going around and around and
around. It has to be referred to this
committee and to that comm'ittee and
it never gets back to somebody who will
make a decision. In fact, no decision can
be made in the Education Department at
present until it has received the approval
of either the Victorian Secondary
Teachers Association, the Victorian
Teachers Union or the Technical
Teachers Union of Victoria. That i~ a
fact with which nobody disagrees. The
only person who is silly enough to open
his mouth on this matter is the honourable member for Ivanhoe, who is interjecting. and who obviously does not
know the way things work. I am telling
the HOllse of the way that things work.
Mr Norri~-Ycu do.

Over many years Victorian teachers
have served the community with great
distinction. As a class of people, teachers
have contributed enormously to the
well-being and to the development of
Victoria. I have the highest regard for
teachers. I repeat my criticism of the
Mr RICHARDSON-Yes, I do. That
leadership of certain teacher unions.
is the way things are occurring at
An Honourable Member-Name them. present. Decisions cannot be made. The
Minister of Education does not make
Mr RICHARDSON-I have already decisions; the unions make decisions
named the teacher unions and if the and, as a result. there is disillusionment
honourable member who interjected amongst the officers of the Education
cannot listen, he should read Hansard Department. There is disorientation;
to discover the names of the unions. The people do not know what they are meant
Minister described a number of changes to be doing. Senior officers of the Educathat have been initiated and he referred tion Department do not have a job to
to a variety of reViews, task forces,
inquiries and so on. The Minister has do because the job has not been defined.
described Government by task force, a
I cite the group of people who were
style of Government to which reference pr.eviously referred to as district inspechas already been made in speeches on tors. They are now called senior educaother matters in the House. This is the tion officers. They do not have jobs;
one serious criticism that one can make they do not know what they are meant
of the administration of education that to do. I cite the example of Mr John
has so far been displayed.
Kennedy, who is the former chairman
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of the Teachers Tribunal. He does not
have a job to do. There are a multitude
of persons within the Education Department, that is, senior officers of the
department, who are talented, experienced officers and who are thoroughly
frustrated and disillusioned by the inability of the Government to get its
educational act together and make a
decision to get on with the job.
Rather than ma}{1ing decisions and
getting on with the job, the Government
forms task force after task force so
that decisions do not have to be made.
That is the fact for the 'information of
the honourable member for Noble Park.
An Honourable lVIember-It is called
consultation.
Mr RICHARDSON-Where does the
consulting end and the decision-making
begin? This is the problem. The Mlinisterial statement refers to the way in
which the decision-making process in
educaHon will operate.
Mr Ihlein-It is operating.
Mr RICHARDSON-The decisionmaking process is no.t operating because
the Government has not been able to
get its act together and establish a State
board of education. The Government has
not established the regional boards of
education. The Government has been
unable to work out how it will appoint
principals. The Government has not
worked out how to operate the decisionmaking processes. The centralized
administraNon of the Education Department has been developed out to the
regions so that all the decisions are made
at the perimeter and nothing is to be
done in the centre.
There is a set of task forces dealing
with those sorts of problems. On the
establishment of regional boards of
education there are a number of enthusiastic, well-meaning but worried
people who are trying to find out what
it is they are supposed to do to establish
the regional boards of education. There
are many worried regional directors out
there in the real world who do not know
what they are supposed to be doing once
the regional boards of education are
Session 1982-41
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estabHshed. What are they to do? Are
they to have some directing role in the
way the boards operate or are they
simply to become either chief executive
officers or administrative officers
on the regional boards of education?
How is the regional board of education
to operate? What will it do? What
decisions that are now made by the
regional director or by the Priorities
Review Board will the regional board
make? What decisions that are now
made on the curriculum to be taught
in schools will be made by the regional
board? Which decisions on curriculum
will be made by s'chool councils? What
will be the degree of interaction, cooperation 'and discussion between the
bodies? Nobody knows.
The Ministerial statement, the ALP
policy and answers to questions that
have been asked in the House since
the election have produced only words
piled upon words piled upon more
words, but no answers have been forthcoming. There has never been an
answer to a question asking how the
Government is going to handle the
matter; there has never been an answer
to a question which asked wh:at
ultimately the Government is going to
do. The situation has never been spelt
out.
Mr A. J. Sheeban-The public thinks
we have an 'answer.
Mr RICHARDSON-No, the public
thought the Government had an answer,
but the public is still waiting. Expectation and achievement 'are different.
The expectations of the Victorian community were raised to a high level, and
the public responded to the flaising of
those expectations by giving wide-spread
support to the ALP at the last election
so that the ALP won a resounding
victory. I put it to the Government that
the expectations that were raised are
still at a high level, and the problem
for the Government is ,tbat it has raised
the expectations of a multitude of
groups within the community, and
many of the expectations that were
raised are mutually exclusive. For
ex-ample, the support of parent organizations was most welcome to the ALP,
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and the expectation w·as raised that
those organizations would have more
say in education, especially in the
employment of staff. At the same time,
the Government raised the expectations
of teacher unions that they would have
more say in the 'administration of education in the event of a Labor Party
victory. However, the fundamental proposition of all teacher unions is that
school communities will have absolutely
nothing to do with the employment of
staff.
I gave that ex'ample of the raising of
expectations which are mutually exclusive and I point out that the Government will be tripped up on those
mutually exclusive expectations in due
course.
The Minister referred at length to
the importance of teacher unions. In
fact, teacher unions are the group most
consistently mentioned throughout the
st'atement. The Minister stated that he
had met frequently with representatives of teacher unions. Honourable
members know that that is so. In fact,
the only people who can get to see the
Minister of Education are representatives 'of teacher unions. He has even
been described by a teacher union that
he does not acknowledge as the Minister that nobody can ever get to see!
The Minister referred to the building
programme. I refer honourable members, especi'ally Government supporters,
to the undertakings that were given
prior to the last election in relation to
school buildings. When one examines
the undertakings and then examines
what has been delivered in the Budget
and in this statement, it is clear that
education is a poor cousin. It see'ms
that the giving of an undertaking that
will raise expectations is of no consequence and that the Government
believes it c·an give an undertaking,
gain support based on that undertaking
and abandon it when that support is
no longer necessary.
The Labor Party gave an undertaking
that it would spend an additional $100
million on school buildings land maintenance over three years. That under-'
taking is contained in the document,
Mr Richardson
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There can be no disputing that that
undertaking was given. However, what
has been provided for the school building programme falls far short of what
could reasonably have been expected
from a Government that intended to
honour the undertaking. It could
reasonably have been expected that
one-third of those additional funds
would be provided in the first of the
three years. Indeed, if the Government
is to manage its finances adequately,
one would have thought it essential
that approximately one-third of those
additional funds should be spent in the
first of the three years; otherwise, an
intolerable financial burden will be
placed on it for the remaining two
years of the triennium-that is, if the
Government intends to honour the
undertaking.
Given the reasonable expectation
that approximately one-third of the
additional $100 million ought to be
spent in the first of the three years, I
invite honourable members to consider
the allocation that has in fact been
made to the school building programme.
At page 21 of his Ministerial statement,
the Minister stated:
The Government has allocated a total of
$164·8 million in the 1982-83 Budget for the
provision of education buildings and facili~ies,
an increase of 15·6 per cent on the prevIous
year. This programme consists of $122'3 million
for primary and secondary schools and $42, 5
million for technical and further education.

Taking those raw figures as the bottom
line of the Works and Services
Account, one sees that $164'8 million
has been allocated to education, and I
do not dispute that that represents an
increase of 15'6 per cent on the
allocation for the previous year.
In money terms, this is an increase of
only $22·2 million, not the $33·3 million which could reasonably have been
expected. The position becomes even
more deceptive and disgraecful when
one looks at what is contained within
the education section of the Works and
Services Appropriation Bill. Not all of
the items that are contained within that
section relate to school buildings and
maintenance. A number of items must
be extracted from that; for example,
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the Goulburn Valley Driver Training
complex, the technical and further education works-because they are not
school buildings and maintenance, and
in any case the funds came from the
Federal Government rather than the
State Government-the purchase and
development of electronic data processing systems, the State school nurseries,
school camps and so on. When those
sorts of items are removed from the
figure of $22·2 million increaseMr Remington-Stop debating the
Budget.
Mr RICHARDSON-I am debating
the Ministerial statement, which is
based on the Works and Services
Appropriation Bill, and that is what the
Minister is talking about.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
Edmunds)-The honourable member for
Forest Hill will ignore the interjections
and address the Chair.
Mr RICHARDSON-Thank you, Mr
Speaker. I would dearly love to be able
to ignore the honourable member for
Melbourne and I am sure there are
many in his own party who would
share that hope.
Mr Simpson-Not true.
Mr RICHARDSON-Even if those
items relating to school buildings and
maintenance are not taken out of the
provIsion for school buildings and
maintenance, referred to by the Minister in his Ministerial statement, there
is still an allocation of increased funds
which is far less than what was promised prior to the election.
What has been achieved in the Government's building programme is an improvement in the net allocation of funds
for school buildings and maintenance of
only $12 million. If the Government
was to keep up with the building cost
inflation rate of 22 per cent from September 1981 to September 1982, it
would need to have devoted an additional $25 million to school buildings
and maintenance. The building cost inflation rate covering the increase in
costs of labour and materials from September 1981 to September 1982 of 22
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per cent came from the Master Builders
Association. The fact that the Government has devoted only an additional
$12 million to school buildings and
maintenance means that there has been
an effective cut in real funds of $13
million.
Mr Remington-He is debating the
Budget.
The SPEAKER-Order! There are
any number of references to the Budget
in the Ministerial statement.
Mr RICHARDSON-In that way, the
Minister has demonstrated that education· in the eyes of this Government is
a poor cousin. If one looks to the needs
of the community, as they are perceived by the Government, the Government acknowledges that there is a decline in the school population. It has
rightly pointed to the ability, particularly in the primary school area, of
maintaining the teaching force at its
present level. With the decline in the
school population, the Government will
achieve the objective which was the
objective of this Government and the
previous Government, that is, that there
should be maximum class sizes of 30
children in primary schools. That was
well on the way to being achiev.ed
under the previous Government. I expect it ought to be achieved by the present Government by the end of its
three-year term.
I am disturbed that the provision of
funds for restoration of fire-damaged
buildings and the prevention of fire has
declined. Specific reference is made to
that in the Ministerial statement on
page 23, and the Minister refers to it
with a degree of pride. If it is something to be viewed with particular
pride, why is it that the Government
has reduced the allocation to fire services and fire protection by $2·7 million? It is difficult to understand why
that should be done.
On page 22 of the Ministerial statement, the Minister refers to· the Government's policy to provide new permanent buildings and to the fact that
over the past few years the department
has followed a policy of providing basic
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core facilities in permanent buildings,
supported by relocatables which can
be added to or subtracted from, depending on fluctuations in enrolments. That
is a perfectly reasonable description of
the way in which new schools were
constructed over the past few years
by the previous Government.
I should have thought that given the
increase in costs of construction, the
method of construction that is used for
those core-plus buildings would provide a much cheaper though in no way
inferior building. Given the fact that
there are already more than enough
class-rooms throughout the State-but
many of them are in the wrong places
-it would be reasonable for the Minister not to abandon the existing situation but to extend it and to improve on
it as new technological developments
are made available. There is nothing
inferior in the way in which these coreplus buildings and core-plus schools are
established.
I refer the House to what I think is
physically the most exciting and comfortable school I have ever been in, that
is the Weed on Heights Primary School,
which is a new school in the electorate
I represent. In fact, the now member
for Nunawading Province in another
place, Mr Laurie McArthur was the
principal of that school. That school
was constructed much more cheaply
than a bricks and mortar school.
It was constructed and installed far
more quickly than would have been the
case with a standard, bricks and mortar
school construction. The saving in construction costs enabled the school to
be carpeted throughout, enabled exciting design concepts to be introduced
and enabled landscaping of the grounds
to be carried out, as well as enabling
the provision of additional facilities. All
of that was done within what would
have been the cost of simply constructing the bricks and mortar part of a new
school under standard construction
procedures.
As school populations fluctuate, it
surely ma~es a great deal more sense
for the department to embark on a
building programme of modular conMr Richardson
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struction that will allow a school to
be established and, if the population
grows, to have new modules plugged in
as the demand increases, and, if the
population decreases, the modules can
be unplugged.
As I said initially, there is much to
be praised in the proposals that are
contained in the Ministerial statement.
Not everything this Government does
is bad; not every method it adopts is
wrong; but there is enough within the
proposals contained in the Ministerial
statement, the Works and Services
Appropriation Bill and the Appropriation Bill-which are the instruments
of Government economic policy and
which form the basis of the Ministerial
statement-to cause grave concern
within the community. It is with that
in mind that I shall conclude my
remarks on the Ministerial statement.
I commend the Minister as an individual who is concerned about
education. He is a person who, for
many years, has kept himself well
informed on education and I have never
questioned the integrity of the honourable gentleman in his devotion to the
objectives he has clearly set for himself. It would, however, be unusual if
I were to agree completely with everything the Minister proposes, and so it
is in this case. My major criticism of
the Minister and of what has been
revealed in the Ministerial statement
is the failure of the Government to
honour the undertaking it gave prior
to the elections to expend vastly increased sums on schools buildings and
maintenance.
I am critical of the Minister for the
way in which he has administered his
department; I am critical of the way in
which decisions cannot be made; and
I am critical of the reorganizational
proposals that will make decision
making for education even more difficult in the future; but for the sake of
the children of Victoria and the education they shall receive, I wish the Minister well in his endeavours to provide
the best possible education for those
children. I shall do all I can to assist
him, and one of the ways in which I
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shall assist him is by pointing out his
errors when I perceive them.
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It could go on until the end of the
sessional period. In my view, it is a
serious grey area.

Mr HANN (Rodney)-The National
Party welcomes the Ministerial stateThe second matter with which I shall
ment on education. Since the Govern- deal in more detail shortly concerns
ment was elected to office in April technical education. There is serious
this year, education issues have taken concern in the community that techup very little of the time available in nical education is being downgraded
this place, partly because the Minister because of the approach being taken
has been actively involved in reviewing to it. That is not so wholly and solely
the whole of the restructure of educa- through the actions of this Government.
tion, particularly the Ministerial review The Minister has said that a review
of the report of P.A. management con- is being undertaken.
sultants. Nonetheless, there has been
The third area of major concern is
an unusually long period during which
there has been a shortage of Bills and that the Ministerial statement contains
no financial breakdown of the building
debate on major educational issues.
programme-neither at regional level
Although members of the National nor at the level of actual amounts
Party welcome the announcement of allocated to individual projects. That
the details of the building programme information has always been provided
for the coming year and the indication in the past. The Minister of the day
of a number of the initiatives the Gov- has always spelt out the actual allocaernment is taking on education, there tions to the individual regions.
are some grey areas. I shall list them
briefly and discuss them in more detail
Mr Fordham-It is available.
in a moment.
Mr HANN-I should have hoped the
The first is that for some weeks
the Minister has been saying he will Minister would have made it available
make an announcement on the school during this debate. Members of the
improvement programme. Some four National Party are concerned to ensure
weeks ago he said that he expected to that country schools, according to pupil
mal{e that announcement within two ratios, are to be given equivalent alloweeks. There has as yet been no an- cations in comparison with metropolinouncement of the school improvement tan schools. At this stage, that inforprogramme and the details have not mation has not been made available
been released. I do not know whether through the Ministerial statement.
the programme has been finalized.
I agree with the Minister that there
Mr Fordham-It is referred to in the has perhaps been unfair criticism of
the education system in recent years.
statement.
From my experience, it seems to stem
Mr HANN-Yes, but the detail has
the fact that the expectations of
not been forthcoming. I should have from
the
community
much higher today
hoped that by now we might have than they were,are
say, over the past 20
reached the stage at which details
30 years, when people really did
might be released to Parliament. I hope or
not
too much so long as the
the Minister will be making an an- pupilsworry
managed to get through their
nouncement of them in a short time.
school years. Many of them were alMr Fordham-In the next few weeks. most literally carried through and there
Mr HANN-That was the answer the was little emphasis on remedial English
and remedial mathematics of the
Minister gave me four weeks ago.
type that is provided today. NowMr Fordham-I am being consistent. days much higher standards of eduMr HANN-If the Minister continues cation are being set which creates
with that sort of consistency, it will be greater expectation within the comChristmas before we know the details. munity. As a consequence, people are
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If the Labor Government in Victoria
saying there has been a breakdown in
does not believe in having dual Minthe teaching of the three Rs.
isters of Education or even an Assistant
My experience and involvement with Minister of Education, it should seriteachers in the primary, secondary and ously consider the appointment of a
technical divisions has shown that the secretary to assist the Minister to deal
majority are dedicated and sincere in with the day-to-day mundane matters
their efforts to assist their pupils to which are also important. This would
learn and ultimately be able to take reduce the Minister's work load.
their place in society.
Significant changes are under way
The education system has gone in the education system. The honourthrough many phases along the way able member for Forest Hill pointed
with respect to the mode of operation. out the changes in the regional strucAt one time the open class-room situ- tures and the fact that we no longer
ation was very fa~hionable. There are have school inspectors. Presumably
still some successful examples of the when the Ministerial review committee
open class-room situation but generally makes a decision on that complex· matspeaking this system of teaching was ter, the personnel who were formerly
not successful.
employed as inspectors and who are
There has also been changes in the now in the land of limbo will be apmethod of teaching. Some of these pointed as senior education officers. The
changes have not been successful and Minister should give high priority to
unfortunately created a situation where that question. I presume the Minister
a decade of children completed their will present another Ministerial stateeducation without receiving the stand- ment on the future structure of educaard of basic training they should have tion. I hope that will be done quickly
received. Generally speaking, teachers because that matter needs to be finalare very dedicated, and the National ized so that we will know where we
are going.
Party strongly supports them.
The Minister also raised the question
One of the grey areas of education
is the review of its structure. At pres- of the review by the Government of
ent the morale of senior officers within the role of school councils. Very worrythe Education Department is very low ing rumours are floating around Vicbecause of the delays in finalizing deci- toria that it is proposed that a threesions about where we are going in tier type of structure with one-third
teachers, one-third parents and one-third
education.
students be adopted for school councils.
I am sure most honourable members The Minister shakes his head. I do not
have a great deal of respect for the know how we can incorporate that in
ability, energy and drive of the Min- Hansard. I hope that indicates the honister of Education but I do not believe ourable gentleman is not proposing that
it is possible for one man to cope sort of concept because it is causing
with such a huge portfolio as educa- serious concern. That type of structure
tion. The Minister is endeavouring to would be most inappropriate. The Minprove everyone wrong but I believe he ister interjects, "So do I". I am grateful
should have an assistant, perhaps along for the Minister's comment. I do not
the lines of Federal Parliament where know who starts these rumours but
Ministers have Parliamentary secre- they cause grave concern, particularly
taries who handle the day-to-day ad- in the Technical Schools Division.
ministrative matters. Although ParliaOver the years, a number of people
mentary secretaries probably involve in the general community have prothemselves in policy matters in a small vided expertise, experience and assisway, they are not actively involved in tance to these school councils which
the major policy decisions of the de- have proven their worth in the very
partment.
efficient manner in which the technical
Mr Hann
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schools have operated. One would hope
there would still be an opportunity to
involve people on school councils and
that a large amount of flexibility will
be allowed at local level in the formation of school councils rather than a
rigid policy being imposed. The Minister
has indicated that an early decision
will be 'made on the future of school
councils.
The same applies to the new representative regional boards that are to be
implemented. One hopes they will be
similarly representative of the school
communities they represent.
Concern has also been expressed to
me and to members of the National
Party about the future of regionalization in this State. It is pleasing to see
that the Minister has repeated his
strong support for regionalization and
has strengthened that role by transferring building liaison officers into the
regions. One would hope that gives
some indication that the Government
will continue to strongly support regionaIization and the relative autonomy
of the regions.
When I first came into Parliament,
I experienced the early days when there
were advisory bodies rather than bodies
with any autonomy, particularly in relation to building matters. There is now
to be greater autonomy in relation to
curriculum and staff matters. The new
system is far superior and provides a
localized education system based in
the country area where people can
make direct contact with the regional
director and feel closer to the system,
rather than the centralized system
where people hide away in urban and
metropolitan areas remote from the
school class-room.
I mention my concern about the
phasing out of the Technical Schools
Division. The Minister indicates, at page
7 of the Ministerial statement, that a
group has been established to consider
the contribution and policies of secondary-technical education, with a view
to facilitating further access to education in this field.
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The Minister interjects that by this
statement it is his intention to continue
support for education. There is considerable distress and concern that the
attempt to integrate technical education
with secondary education could mean
the disbandment of the effective technical education system that we have in
Victoria. I am quoting partly from a submission which has been presented to
me by the Association of Councils of
Technical Institutions in Victoria which
argues the case for the retention of
technical education as an entity.
Victoria is unique in that among the
Australian States it provides two different systems bf State secondary schools.
These two systems have existed side
by side for more than 60 years. Victoria has an academic system and a
technical system.
Up until some years ago, technical
schools were basically considered to
be places where students who wanted
to learn woodwork, carpentry or some
sort of trade would attend, and students
who wanted to follow an academic
career would attend a secondary school.
The upgrading of the standards in
technical schools in this State has improved the competitive position of technical schools and in many country areas
they have become very popular, riot
only among students who wish to enter
trades but - also among students who
wish to participate in academic careers.
This has created a great deal of competition in some areas between secondary and technical schools. One would
not want to see the situation arise
where technical schools jeopardize the
long-term position of secondary schools,
particularly in academic areas. At the
same time, one must recognize that
technical schools have unique and important features which should be considered for integration into the secondary school system as well as being
retained within the technical division.
I believe technical schools should be
retained. If the divisions between technical and secondary schools were
broken down, some sort of mechanism
would be needed so that technical
schools could retain their independence.
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In 1981, technical schools in the five
metropolitan regions showed an increase of 9 per cent in year 7 enrolments. This increase would have exceeded 10 per cent had the technical
schools been able to accept all the
students who wanted to attend. In
addition, there is a continuing demand
for places in year 10 and 11 classes
in technical schools. In 1982, a total
of 3692 students from Government and
non-Government schools in the metropolitan area transferred to technical
schools.
.
The report of the Australian Schools
Commission for the 1979-81 triennium
indicates that funds will be made availa~le to sup,?ort pilot projects to proVIde educatIonal choices within the
Government school system. Members
of the National Party argue that a
choice .between technical and secondary
educatIon should be maintained because
this assists those people who want to
take up a trade career or those who
are practical with their hands.
It is pointed out in the submission
that this right of choice of alternatives
!n secondary education is tenable only
If the alternatives offered are real
meaningful and different. Secondary
technical schools, even at years 7 to
9 level, differ from high schools. These
differences are contained in the submission and are as follows:
(i) Th~

indus!rial experience requirement
which applIes to most teachers in technical schools. This makes the teachers
more:: consci~us of the needs of the commumty outside of education.
(ii) The relatively large proportion of underachieving students who enter year 7 in
technical schools. A survey of year 7
students in more than 50 technical schools
in 1978 revealed that 67 per cent of them
were not independent readers, i.e. they.
had a reading age of 10'5 years or less.
As a result of this enrolment pattern
technical schools have developed support
systems designed to' care fO'r students as
individuals.
(iii) The curriculum offers a truly broad
ge~eral education in the widest sense.
11l1s comes about because it is nO't geared
to' the bookish, academic requirements
needed fO'r entry to' tertiary institutions
and which exercise such profound influence on the tO'tal curriculum in many high
schools.
MrHann
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(iv) The emphasis O'n vocationally oriented
courses at the Years 10 and 11. This
emphasis has been increasingly recO'gnized
here and O'verseas as one which meets
the expressed needs O'f students, parents
and emplO'yers.
(v) The amount and nature of funding is
different, throwing much more discretion
and respO'nsibility onto the principal and
the school council. This leads to' many
more decisiO'ns being made at the local
level and gives schools the means to
fO'ster curriculum developments to meet
local needs.
These result in technical schools developing
a quality, an atmosphere, a flavour, a philosophy, an initiative and an individuality that
enables them to become caring institutions
responsive to the needs of students and the
community.

The submission emphasizes some of the
features of the technical system.
There is grave concern that, if
attempts are made to integrate the
technical school system within the
secondary system, it could effectively
downgrade the technical system as it
is known today. I am unaware of what
the Government intends to do in .order
to retain the independent operation of
technical schools, but as one who has a
large technical school in my area, I
recognize the high regard that honourable members have for technical
schools.
The services of technical schools are
in demand by students and they retain
the competitive nature within the State
school system. I see no harm in that
because, some two years ago in the
Echuca area, a major confrontation
occurred between parents and the Minister of. Education of the day, over the
question of entry rights to technical
schools due to a shortage of accommodation. The Government at the time
was attempting to implement a policy
of students attending their nearest
secondary school in years 7, 8 and 9.
The parents of those students rebelled
against that situation. Ultimately, the
Government backtracked on that policy
decision and agreed to allow students
entry rights to the technical school
at Echuca. Because of accommodation
problems, some of those students were
allowed to attend the Shepparton Technical School and the technical school
at Kerang.
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The parents of the students were
arguing their right to send their children to a technical school. Both the
school council and the staff of that
school could accept some of the credit
for the fact that the school was held
in such high regard, both for the
standard of excellence provided there
and for the way opportunities available at the technical school had been
promoted. A number of high schools
learned a quick lesson from that and
realized that it could not be expected
that students would automatically enrol
in the high schools and that representatives of the schools should indicate
to students what opportunities they
were providing in major curriculum
areas and show students that they
could provide equivalent opportunities
in the academic areas with limited
trade experience.
There is a good argument for maintaining some competitiveness in the
school system because, without that
competitiveness, complacency sets in
and that, of course, breeds laziness
and a Jack of introduction of new
initiatives.
Reference is also made in the submission to the future appointment of
school principals, and that is a matter
that has caused grave concern in the
Primary Schools Division over recent
months during the restructuring of that
division. A considerable number of
principals and senior teachers have
been misplaced as a result of that
policy and have been forced to transfer
to other schools. Many of these people
are able and dedicated teachers and
have given years of service to the
Education Department, but because
they do not have additional qualifications, they have been forced to transfer
to other schools.
Such an example occurred in one of
the schools in my area. The teacher
concerned has been teaching with the
department for 21 years; he has been
teaching at this school for thirteen
years. It is a country school and he
has created a lot of enthusiasm for
that school. Parents transport their
children from miles around so they
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can attend. The numbers have been
built up, and the school now has two
teachers.
With the introduction of restructuring, the teacher was prepared to stay
at that school and not seek promotion
within the department but, because of
the restructuring he will be forced to
leave the school and another person
will be granted his position. However,
if the new teacher does not meet the
expectations of the students' parents,
there is likely to be a reduction in
the enrolments at the school and, consequently, the new teacher could well
be misplaced because the classification
will change, and the teacher who was
replaced will then be able to reapply
for the position.
That situation is ridiculous and one
which the department was unfortunately not able to correct. It is a
serious anomaly in the recognition of
years of service of a teacher, but
there is no way of getting around it
at this stage.
Members of the National Party have
argued at length with both the former
Government ,and the new Government
about the matter of clerical assistance.
Although I welcome the pilot programme that the Minister mentioned,
25 clerical assistants will not go very
far across the prim'ary school system.
I do not know why the pilot programme
is needed. I suspect that it was a way
of indicating that only a limited number of cleriClal assistants can be
appointed. A legitimate 'argument has
to be provided but I suspect that those
clerical assistants will not be 'spread
very far from Treasury Place. The
situation has been ridiculous over the
years and ,the former Government must
t1ake much of the blame. School principals are having to type their own
letters 'and handle correspondence in
ever-increasing volumes of paper work.
I welcome the initiative in that regard
and indicate that in the future allocations in that larea need to be considerably increased.
It is interesting to note that the only
reference the Minister m'ade of class
ratios was in a semi-negative manner
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on the retention of primary school their operation. Dissolving them will
teachers. Later in the speech he dealt effectively force education back to a
~it~ i~ in a more po~i~ive .~'anner by centralized situation in the metropolitan
Indlcatmg that $5 mIlhon IS required area. It will eliminate the local comto provide additional class-room build- munity involvement of highly skilled
ings. I thought he would have made people who have been active on those
more play of that issue because it boards or who are active on them at
received considerable support in the present.
Government's policy speech. In the
Concern has also been expressed to
region I represent, one school was due
to lose a portable class-room 'a matter the National Party that local advisory
of weeks before the election. I managed committees for TAFE may be abolished
to convince the regional director that , at the same time and it is considered
a change would 'take place in the that that also would be a retrograde
form of Government, being either a step. It has been pointed out to me
coa.lition or a ~abor Party Government, that if the recurrent funding for TAFE
whIch would Improve the ratios. For- institutions disappears, particularly in
tunately, as a result that school held country Victoria, the effect will be the
on to the portable class-room. I loss of those regional boards. I seek an
expected the Minister to make more assurance from the Minister that he
play of the matter. I suppose it is will give careful consideration to the
because he has not been 'able to make retention of the regional TAFE boards.
the impact on an improvement in class It seems to be foolish to break down
ratios that was promised in the Budget. the regional structure in the T AFE area
particularly as it has been working
The matter of the Technical Schools adequately in the past.
Div~si0!l als,o rai.ses the issue of bussing
The final area on which I wish to
pupIls In VIctorIa. Once again, rumours
comment
is the building programme. I
have been afloat that the Government
may attempt to remove some of the have mentioned that no breakdown of
regional allocations has been provided.
bus~ that ,Presently carry students,
partIcularly In country Victoria, where I ask the Minister to provide that inparents who choose to send children formation to honourable members,
to technical schools require the use of particularly education spokesmen for
school buses to transfer the pupils from the other parties, as soon as possible
the nearest secondary school. A,t some bec'ause it will assist us in assessing
stage I hope the Minister will indicate whether fair and equitable 'allocations
support for the continuation of the of funds have been m'ade across the
policy of bussing students. It raises the regions. It has been suggested to me-the Minister may be interested in this
matter of choice between technical and -that
some of the projects on the
secondary school education and the regional allocation lists are almost comrights of country students who do not pleted. One would have thought that
have the opportunity of using public
reference would have been made to
tran:sport. In my view, it has been that matter in the information supplied.
foolIshly suggested, particularly in
Kyabram, that pupils can travel on The situation is farcical if the building
buses provided they pay for it them- programme for 1982-83 announced by
selves. The National Party dis'agrees the Minister includes projects that are
with that idea and hopes the Govern- almost completed and obviously must
ment will not proceed with that policy. have been approved on the last
priority list.
It has been suggested again that the
Mr Fordham-We are trying to be
Government intends to abolish regional
fair.
tertiary and further education bo'ards.
Mr HANN-How can the GovernThis matter is causing grave concern
throughout country Victoria, because ment be fair when it includes priorities
those boards have been effective in listed on a previous occasion? Maybe
MrHann
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they were not or maybe they were
funded during the year, but they are
almost completed and substantial funding must have been involved.
The Minister indicated in his statement that further allocations could
possibly be made in the year. I wonder
whether he intends to use some formal
arrangement for assessing where those
priorities may be. I certainly welcome
that initiative because, being parochial,
I thought one of the major projects
which would have been considered, and
which is not on the list, would have
been the second stage of the Echuca
Technical School. I hope that project
will receive a high priority in the next
allocation of funds.
Reference has been made to the
ecacentre programme, which has been
highly successful in providing school
assembly halls. The cost of ecacentres
has risen dramatically from the original
proposal. In about one week's time, the
Minister will have the honour of
officially opening an ecacentre in the
Bendigo region at Cohuna High School.
That complex has cost a total of
$600000, of which the community has
contributed to the cost of an additional
basketball stadium as a further component. The Government has contributed $300 000 and the community has
contributed the balance. It is an
excellent example of joint co-operation
between the Education Department and
the community, which has provided a
magnificent facility at the school.
The National Party welcomes the
Ministerial statement. It hoped the
Government would have been more
specific in the school improvement programme, but that did not happen. The
Minister has indicated that it will
happen in a few weeks. I hope he will
expedite that matter because many
people would like to know before the
end of -the school year what the Government's intentions are on the future
of school operations. I recognize that
the Minister has worked hard and is
coping well with his portfolio. The
National Party will observe future
developments in the education area with
interest.
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On the motion of Mr CRABB (Minister of Transport), the debate was
adjourned.
It was ordered that the debate be
adjourned until next day.
MOTOR CAR (REGISTRATION AND
DRIVERS' LICENCES) BILL
Mr CRABB (Minister of Transport)I move:
That this Bill be now read a second time.

Its primary purposes are to streamline
the method of paying motor registration renewals and effecting transfer of
registration, to introduce a new administrative fee and to increase existing
fees to reflect more accurately the cost
of the registration process, to increase
the surcharge payable on certain
licences and to introduce a six-year
period for drivers' licences.
To date, persons wishing to renew
registration of their vehicles have had
to post the papers to the Motor Registration Branch or attend at the branch
or a regional registration office resulting in delays or inconvenience.
The Transport Regulation Board is
in the process of providing a computerized facility for renewal of registrations in conjunction with· a system
whereby people will be able to pay
their renewals through the banking
system. This will effect considerable
savings in time, afford far greater convenience to the public in renewing
registration, and simplify the present
system of administration.
The Bill also provides for incorporation of notices of disposal and acquisition on the reverse side of the registration certificate. At present, both
vendor and purchaser have been
required to send certain documents to
the board. This has caused problems
due to the frequent failure of one or
other party to comply with existing
requirements, thereby requiring followup action. Incorporation of the two
notices on the registration certificate
will reduce these problems and also
the volume of paper which flows into
the board, and will make it simpler for
people to effect transfer of registration.
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The introduction of a new admini- learner drivers to obtain greater skills
strative fee is for registration of cer- before applying for a licence and simtain categories of vehicle which until plify procedures.
now have been exempt. Vehicles
Amendment will also be made to the
attracting this fee include ambulances,
fire-fighting vehicles, farm vehicles and motor car regulations to increase fees
certain trailers. The purpose of the fee for personalized number plates, the
is to recoup, in some measure, the transfer of plates, issuing duplicate
costs of administration involved in the licences and for books of roadworthiregistration of these types of vehicles. ness certificates issued to licensed
testers. Charges for the issuing of
The Bill also increases the charge duplicate registration labels and cerfor such items as number plates, tificates, currently included in the
vehicle testers' and driving instructors' regulations, will be abolished. The
licences, general identification marks, phasing in of the new six-year licence
and the annual fee for those marks. will be achieved over a three-year
The increase is similarly designed to period. Provision is made in the Bill
meet the costs of administration.
for certain licences to be renewed for
a period of six years and others to be
The surcharge, which is imposed on renewed
for three years.
a driver's licence for certain serious
offences and when a total of nine
In recognizing this mechanism is
demerit pOints for traffic offences has necessary in order to meet the need
been accumulated in a three-year to maintain an even spread of revenue
period, has been increased to $300. from year to year, provision is also
This is to deter those who continue made in the Bill for certain flexibility
to break Victoria's traffic laws. Re- in the renewal periods. The increases
cently, the Road Safety and Traffic in fees contained in the Bill will more
Authority invited several hundred accurately reflect the costs of adminidrivers who had committed at least stration. In all but two cases, there
three traffic offences during the past have been no increases in these fees
three years to attend a two-hour group since 1978 while the fee for searches
discussion on road safety, aimed at in the Motor Registration Branch have
improving their driving. Honourable been unchanged since 1941, at which
members will be disappointed to learn time it was established at the princely
that less than 20 per cent of such sum of 3 shillings.
offenders took the time to attend, even
I do not propose to go into the
when they were given the choice of
detailed provisions of the Bill here but
meeting times ..
draw the attention of honourable memThe introduction of a Six-year licence bers to the notes on clauses which
is designed to afford greater con- have been printed with the Bill. I
venience to the public and to simplify commend the Bill to the House.
administration. The Bill provides for
Mr MACLELLAN (Berwick)-I move:
the phased introduction of the new
licence, and contains several transiThat the debate -be now adjourned.
tional provisions to enable this to be
Mr FORDHAM (Minister of Educadone. The fee payable for a six-year
licence is $54, as against $30 for tion) -I suggest that the debate be
a three-year licence. Probationary adjourned for one week.
licences will remain at three years.
Mr MACLELLAN (Berwick) (By
The Bill also includes provision for leave) -On the understanding that the
a two-year motor car learner's permit. Minister will make additional time
The present one-year period has proved available, if it is required, the Oppoin many instances to be insufficient, as sition does not oppose an adjournment
there are a significant number of appli- for one week. We probably will need
cants for extension of the present per- more time, but we will negotiate that
mit period. A two-year term will enable at a future date.
Mr Crabb

Ethnic Affairs Commission Bill

The motion for the adjournment of the
debate was agreed to, and it was
ordered that the debate be adjourned
until Thursday, October 21.
ETHNIC AFFAIRS COMMISSION
BILL

The debate (adjourned from September 16) on the motion of Mr Spyker
(Minister of Immigration and Ethnic
Affairs) for the second reading of this
Bill was resumed.
Mr KENNETI (Burwood)-This Bill
represents, in part, an election promise
made by the Labor Party prior to the
election of 3 April. It is probably the
only proposed legislation that will
come before this House which will
directly involve the ethnic community
and, therefore, it is extremely important for members of the ethnic
community and welfare.
It also reflects heavily on the Labor
Party election platform and the Minister of Immigration and Ethnic Affairs
continually referred to that platform
during his second-reading speech as
always, he poured doubts and abuse on
the previous Government's performance
in this area but, of course, he did not
at any stage give credit for the fact
that in 1976, the previous Administration and the then Premier, Sir Rupert
Hamer, set up the first ethnic affairs
Ministry in Australia. That Ministry
was headed at that time by the honourable member for Hawthorn and
I believe the work done by him and
his successors since then, have tried
to bring about a better understanding
in the community.
The work of the successive Ministries
has been proven by the fact that there
is a lesser expectancy among the community of racial riots occurring at some
stage or another during the year. The
honourable member for Coburg laughs.
If he would just listen, he would hear
and he might learn something.
Approximately 17 per cent of the
community of New South Wales believes there will be some racial
disturbance whereas, in Victoria, only
8 per cent of the community have that
expectancy.
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The very real difference of 9 per
cent should indicate to the Minister and
the Government that, in terms of bringing about a better multi-cultural
society, Victoria has come a long way
and that has been done as a result
of the work of the officers of the
Ministry and of the previous director,
Bob Downey-who was immediately
sacked upon the new Government
taking office-and, partly, this result
has been achieved because the Ministry
has been involved in a wide range of
programmes, particularly in the education area. The Government is trying
to follow the example of New South
Wales and establish a commission.
Before the election it was thought
that the commission would be made
up of people nominated by the communities to serve with a degree
of autonomy. Under the proposed
legislation that will not be the case.
It is wrong to compare the Victorian Ministry with the New South
Wales Ministry in anything else except
size and money. The New South Wales
ethnic affairs commission is three times
that of the Victorian Ministry. It employs about 9900 people compared with
the Victorian Ministry, which employs
33 people. The bill of the New South
Wales Ministry is three times as large
as that of the Victorian Ministry, and
the New South Wales Ministry does
less work.
The New South Wales Ministry is
mainly involved in translation and interpretation, whereas the motivation in
the Victorian Ministry has been to bring
about a better total society through
educa tional change in the work force so
that employees appreciate the needs,
fears and frustrations of fellow workers
of ethnic background.
One of my main concerns about the
Australian Labor Party approach to
ethnic affairs is that the Premier obviously has no understanding of the
problems involved. The honourable
gentleman has little concern about the
ethnic affairs area. More importantly, a
policy document of the Government
indicates that the present Ministry will
become a Ministry of Ethnic Affairs,
and immigration will be transferred to
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the Ministry of Employment and Training. The restructured Ministry will be
administered by a senior Minister. I
recognize that the current Minister of
Immigration and Ethnic Affairs took
over the Ministry from the late Jack
Ginifer, who was a senior Minister.
The late Jack Ginifer spent considerable time with the communities and
was appreciative of their needs and
problems. Unfortunately the Cain Government has slapped the ethnic communities in the face by appointing the
most junior Minister to this portfolio.
This is important when one considers
that these communities represent onethird of the total population.
I must report to the Minister that
my disappointment is reflected very
much within the ethnic community. The
Labor Party, which promised so much
prior to 3 April about the appointment
of the commission, has reneged on its
first promise that the commission would
be administered by a senior Minister.
The ethnic communities are now having
severe doubts that this Minister and
the Government will take up their
cause.
I ask for an assurance from the Minister about certain factors of concern
to the ethnic communities. I aSk the
Minister to give certain assurances
while the proposed legislation is between here and another place. If those
assurances cannot be given, I assure
the Minister that amendments to the
proposed legislation will be proposed
and, from the Opposition's point of
view, the proposed legislation will be
at risk. The Minister of Immigration and
Ethnic Affairs seeks to interject, but
the Bill has nothing to do with what
was promised, except in name. It is
like the Minister being considered a
senior Minister; it is a joke.
The Bill seeks to establish an Ethnic
Affairs Commission, with a chairman,
two deputy chairmen and ten members.
Before the election, the then shadow
Minister of Immigration and Ethnic
Affai'rs visited the communities and correctly portrayed the Australian Labor
Party view that the commission would
have autonomy. He also advised that
Mr Kennett
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the members of the commission would
be elected by the communities involved.
The Bill welches on both undertakings.
I ask the Minister to give an assurance that the Government will honour
the promises it made prior to 3 April
about the representation of the ten
part-time members. If the Minister is
not prepared to give an assurance between here and another place that the
ethnic communities will have the opportunity of freely electing those ten members, the Opposition will consider.
amendments to the proposed legislation
or its possible rejection.
As the Minister will know, his colleague in the Federal scene, Senator
Button, is making amendments in the
Commonwealth sphere to try to have
the Government-rightly so, I believeallow the appointment of commissioners to the Australian Broadcasting
Commission and the Special Broadcasting Services to be appointed by a bipartisan, apolitical selection panel.
According to the Bill, the chairman and
deputy chairmen will be appointed by
the Governor in Council on the recommendation of the Minister. This is not
what was originally promised by the
Australian Labor Party, that seems to
be a typical procedure. Under the procedures outlined in the Bill, the Ethnic
Affairs Commission will become nothing more than a political organization
under Ministerial control. In no way
will the commission be autonomous and
it will not meet the needs of the community. It will be seen for what it is,
an absolute sham.
If the Minister and the Labor Party
are seriously interested in establishing a harmonious community within
Victoria and believe that ethnic communities have a right to be represented
apolitically, in setting up the new commission-which is an important step,
if done correctly-it should follow the
example of Senator Button in Canberra
and agree to a bipartisan, apolitical
panel appointed from both Houses of
this place and from all political parties
to select the representatives to make
up the ten members of the commission.
Mr Spyker-Did the former Vic,torian
Government do that?

Ethnic Affairs Commission Bill

Mr KENNETT-We did not have a
committee. I want an assurance from
the Minister that he will consider that
proposal between here and another
place if he cannot give an undertaking
today. I also want the Minister to consider the terms of appointment of the
members appointed to the commission.
All the members of the commission,
according to the Bill, are to be appointed for a term not exceeding four
years. This could amount to a period
of four years. If all the members of
the commission are appointed for a
four-year period the Minister does not
have the flexibility to remove any member who does not perform. This is
assuming that the commission remains
under Ministerial control and is not
provided with full autonomy. Clause 8
(4) of the Bill sets out the circumstances under which a member may be
removed from the commission. This will
be difficult if any member is not capably performing his duties.
Mr Whiting-Sub-clause (2) as .well.
Mr KENNE.TT-That is right; but it
will be hard to remove a member because he does not attend meetings or
is not carrying out his duties. I accept
that the chairman should be appointed
on a full-time basis for four years. I
ask the Minister to consider whether
the deputy chairmen could be appointed
in rotation for a two-year term. I also
ask the Minister to consider whether
each of the ten part-time members
could be appointed with an option for
a one-year extension. This would
achieve several objectives. The Ethnic
Affairs Commission would have flexibility and, over a period of time, most
ethic communities could be represented. Every year the Minister would
have flexibility to appoint to the commission people with fresh new ideas to
make sure the commission worked
effectively.
I raise a further matter for the
attention of the M'inister concerning
clause 5 of the Bill and the appointment
of the chairman. The Opposition has
no idea who the chairman will be. I ask
the Minister to disclose whether he has
anyone specifically in mind for the posi-
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tion as chairman or for the two deputy
chairmen positions. I understand that
names have been bandied about of
which I have received several. The Opposition has not thrown names around
and that is why it asks the Minister
of Immigration and Ethnic Affairs to
clarify who he might be considering for
those positions.
If the chairman or the deputy chairmen have served in other Parliaments
or are receIvmg a Parliamentary
pension, the value of the pension should
be deducted from the salary those persons will receive, then the taxpayers
will not be paying twice for the one
person. That is extremely important.
Members of Parliament must ensure
that the people heading the proposed
commission are paid only once, that
they are representative of the community and have a good understanding of
the problems, fears and aspirations of
the community. Also they must be
able to work with all the communities
involved. One of the ten part-time
members should be of Anglo-Saxon
background to aid in the merging of
the different ethnic families so that
the situation can be enhanced rather
than retarded.

The concept of the proposed Ethnic
Affairs Commission was part of the
Australian Labor Party election promises, but the Bill is in no shape or
form representative of what was promised to the community for that
commission. There is no autonomy. If
one reads the Bill, one finds that the
commission will be subject to the
direction of the Minister and that it
may only ta~e back to the Minister
reference without any direction. It may
refer matters to the Minister of Immigration and Ethnic Affairs for consideration but the Minister will not be bound
to act on the work carried out by the
commission. Unless the commission
has some autonomy and unless the
ethnic communities have an independent say about whom the members to
be appointed to the commission will be
-as mere the terms under the promise
made before 3 April-it is an absolute
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waste of time and a waste of the taxpayers' money.
Already money has been distributed
from the Ministry, as it now is, to
groups by a different assessment than
that previously imposed to determine
whether the groups are worthy and
representative of the ethnic community. Not all the groups were truly
worthy of coming under the ethnic
umbrella and yet were receiving funds
which had increased from nil to $25 000
in one hit. Obviously, I am referring
to the Ethnic Communities Council.
The Bill should also provide for the
Minister to give an assurance that
matters are not simply referred to him
for a decision on the issues. This applies
in the case of the Port of Melbourne
Authority which is able to make its
own decisions, it is still responsible.
The Bill does not allow for the commission to do anything of its own
volition without first receiving permission from the Minister. As a colleague said, it is totally subject to the
direction of the Minister.
An arrangement has been entered
into tonight with the Government, the
Minister and myself in order to allow
the Bill to proceed to the other place.
The Opposition is happy to do that,
but the Opposition would also like
assurances from the Minister about the
appointments being made in a bipartisan approach and by a bi-partisan
panel in terms of the length of
appointment, before the Bill reaches the
other House. If this does not happen,
I can assure the Minister that the Bill
will not be passed in its present form.
I implore the Minister to reconsider
some of the matters contained in the
proposed legislation because the ethnic
community is worthy of his total commitment.
The ethnic community does not support the Bill in its present form. That
community represents one-third of Victoria's population and its input into the
well-being of all Victorians is beyond
normal expectations. The Italian community has a 92 per cent home ownership, the Greek community has an
88 per cent home ownership, the
Mr Kennett
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Yugoslav community has an 82
per cent home ownership, and yet, the
average Victorian home ownership rate
is only 72'4 per cent. The ethnic community has made a significant contribution to the well-being of all Victorians and, therefore, deserves to have
an ethnic affairs' commission. It also
deserves a commission that will work.
I implore the Minister to consider the
matters the Opposition has raised and
to report back to me before the Bill
is transmitted to another place. If the
Minister does not want to report back
-this is why the Opposition sought
assurances from him-and unless he
addresses himself to some of the questions the Bill must return to this House.
Mr WHITING (Mildura)-The National Party is disappointed that the Bill
has been brought on this late on a
Thursday because it is important and
should be debated thoroughly before
it is passed through both Houses of
Parliament.
Even though the National Party supports the theory of the proposed legislation, it envisages many shortcomings
with it. I wonder if the Minister and
his advisers have not perhaps given
sufficient thought to the requirements
of the ethnic community. One must
query the measure when it contains
no definition of ethnic groups and yet
they are referred to continually.
A number of issues have not been
clarified in the Bill. The Minister referred to the qualifications of members
of the commission. Clause 4 states:
In appointing any person to the Commission
the Governor in Council shall have regard for
the Commission to be comprised of persons
who reflect a diversity of social classes.

Australia prides itself in that it does
not have social classes and I should
dislike anyone to be designated as such
in the appointment of members to the
proposed commission. There will be
many ramifications in the Bill for
people throughout Victoria. It needs
to define an ethnic group, which should
be included in the Bill because
obviously, competition will
arise,
in the first instance at least,
for membership of the commission.

Ethnic Affairs Commission Bill

Surely persons of Welsh, Irish and
Scottish origins are ethnic groups?
Persons of those origins should be eligible for appointment to the proposed
Ethnic Affairs Commission. It is to be
hoped that the Minister of Immigration
and Ethnic Affairs will take on board
the suggestion of the honourable member for Burwood that a person of
Anglo-Saxon origin will be appointed
as a member of the commission. AngloSaxon groups are ethnic groups and
they therefore have a right to be represented on the commission.
In his explanatory second-reading
speech, the Minister exhibited undue
sensitivity. The Minister is seeking to
hamstring the com'mission with the requirement that it report to the Minister
and that it obtain the approval of the
Minister before any activities are undertaken. I refer to clause 10 (8), where
the Bill states:
The Commission shall keep a record of its
-decisions and full and accurate minutes of
proceedings at its meetings and not ,later than
fourteen days after the holding of a meeting
shal'l give the Minister a copy of the minutes
of that meeting.

The Minister has claimed that the commission will be an autonomous body.
If that is so, why after holding a meeting, will it be required to furnish the
Minister with the minutes of that meeting within fourteen days?
The National Party is concerned
about a number of objectives of the
Bill because it doubts whether those
objectives can be achieved, especially
the objective outlined in clause 13(d),
where the aim of the commission is
"to promote co-operation between
bodies concerned with ethnic affairs".
An extreme example is the Yugoslav
community that is composed of Croats
and Serbs, whose co-operation is often
difficult to obtain. It is to be hoped
that the Minister, through the commission, will be able to effect some co.operation between those groups. Clause
13(e) states that the object of the commission is:
to promote unity of ethnic groups in .the
·community.
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The commission will fulfil its role if it
can achieve that objective. I wish the
commission luck because, under the
circumstances, it will be difficult to
fulfil those objectives.
In the explanatory second-reading
speech, the Minister referred to two
single philosophical aims that underpin
the philosophy and commitment of the
Government to the commission. Whilst
those aims are laudable, it should be
noted that the Minister exhibited extreme· sensitivity by using the words
"access" and "equity". The honourable
member for Burwood quoted the ratio
of home ownership for the various
ethnic groups. Many 'migrants who arrived in Australia in the 1950s and
1960s have established themselves in
the community. I know of many
migrants who, within a short time of
arriving in this country, established
themselves in successful businesses and
they have encountered few problems
in assimilating into the community.
If the Government is concerned about
the assimilation into the com'munity of
the various ethnic groups, it should not
rely merely on the operation of the
commission. The Minister said that the
Government will provide access for all
residents of Victoria, regardless of
language or cultural origin, to all existing resources and services within the
State. Those facilities are already available to anybody who desires to take
part in any activities in Victoria.
Judging from some of the comments
in the explanatory second-reading
speech, it may be that the Minister is
suffering from an inferiority complex.
It is to be hoped that is not the case,
but if it is, the commission will not
function as effectively in practice as
is proposed in theory. The Minister
said that for too long society and its
structurers have been dominated by
people from English-speaking backgrounds. That comment would apply
to many countries. Th'at is not 'a bad
thing because nowadays the large number of migrants in Australia have made
their own way in society and they are
playing an active role in local govern-
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ment affairs and Parliamentary affairs
and in many other activities that are
available to migrants and Australianborn residents.
The National Party is not opposed
to the theory contained in the Bill.
However, the National Party does have
serious reservations about some provisions of the Bill. I support the view
put by the honourable member for
Burwood on the period of appointment
for the ordinary members of the commission. An appointment of four years
is too long. It may be that the desired
co-ordination and co-operation will not
occur if it is found that some of the
appointees are incompatible because of
their ethnic backgrounds.
The Minister indicated that he will
consult with various ethnic groups to
obtain representation on the commission. That consultation is not stated
in the Bill. However, in the secondreading speech, the Minister said that
the commission will consult with and
advise Government departments and
instrumentalities on the implementation of ethnic affairs policies and the
provision of services to persons of
different ethnic origins. Although that
type of consultation is desirable, it
could be slanted in either direction
and it may not truly reflect all of
the views of the ethnic groups that
are involved.
It is to be hoped that the Minister
is serious in his desire to have an effective commission that will create the
atmosphere that is necessary for cooperation. The Minister must recognize
that all Australians, at one stage or
another, encounter the problems of
migration when seeking to establish
themselves ..
It is to be hoped that the Minister
has taken on board some of the comments that have been made in the
debate. It is to be hoped that much
more advice will be given. If the Bill
is subjected to full and proper debate
it will be a better piece of legislation
once it has· passed this House and
another place.
Mr SIDIROPOULOS (Richmond)-I
support the Bill for many reasons.

Ethnic Affairs Commission Bill

I was surprised by the reaction of
the Opposition, 'as represented by the
honourable member for Burwood whose
contribution
was
destructive;
he
advanced no constructive propositions.
The first matter he talked about was
elections and I agree with the concept
of the election of representatives to
the Ethnic Affairs Commission, but that
is not yet practical. The commission
will l'ay the basis by preparing ethnic
groups to participate in their own
structures through which they will be
able to elect their representatives.
The Ethnic Affairs Commission is the
result of the input by ethnic communities to the polices of the ALP and
it is the result of the Government's
response to the dem'ands of the ethnic
communities. Mutual co-operation will
exist between the Government and
those communities in resolving problems and in planning for the future.
The 'Strength of the Ethnic Affai~s
Commission, once it is established. WIll
be that it will· have its roots in the
communities that it serves. It will be
the voice of those communities speaking directly to the Government. and it
will relay the activities of the Government back to the ethnic communities
for feedback. The commission must
surely be the essence of democracy
because it establishes direct involvement in the process of government.
Migration has been a pattern of life
since man evolved from the apes-or,
for those who are biblically inclined.
since the time Adam and Eve migrated
from Paradise. Migration has never
been easy for new settlers. Policies of
assimilation have always dominated.
Few countries have allowed new
set-tIers to develop and m'aintain their
own cultures and traditions, and fewer
have encouraged those practices. Fortunately for AuS'tl"aUa, the forwardthinking WhitIam Labor Government
planned for a multi-cultural Australia.
In 1976 the opportunist Victorian
Liberal Government took advantage of
that ad\11ance m'ade by the Whitlam
Government but, in true Conservative
style, it has put a brake on that
development. It has made only token
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gestures to satisfy the few non-English
speaking members of the Liberal Party,
and that party's 'attempts to buy votes
from the .ethnic communities were
treated with the contempt they
deserved.
When the Whitlam Government
began its moves into multi-culturalism,
few ethnic people had the right to vote.
The WhitIam Government gave them
that right. It should be remembered
that it was the initiative of the Whitlam
Labor Government and not the initiative of the Liberal Party.
Ethnic communities in Victoria have
suffered from the lack of concern of
the Federal Government. Indeed, the
whole of Victoria has suffered because
of it. No serious attempt was made by
previous Administrations to provide
adequate services for people from nonEnglish speaking backgrounds, or to
develop the ethnic community groups
that wished to preserve and maintain
their languages, their cultures and their
history and to share that heritage with
the rest of the community.
The former Liberal Government
recognized the special needs of ethnic
communities but did little to meet those
needs. That failure resulted from a
l'ack of direction by the Government
and its departments. The Bill will
change all of that. J.t is designed to
m'ake all Government services available
to all sections of the community and
to give ethnic communities an opportunity of directly informing the Government of the directions that they
wish it to take.
All honourable members are aware
of the contribution made by migrants
and their families; speakers from both
political parties have admitted that.
Honourable members are aware that
members of the ethnic communities
have accepted the unskilled and semiskilled jobs, the dirty work, that the
rest of. the community was unwill'ing
to do.
Mr McNamara-The dirty work is
shared by all of us.
Mr SIDIROPOULOS-Yes, but the
migrants accepted the worst jobs that
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old Australians did not want, and I
was one of them.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
Edmunds) - Order! The honourable
member will address his remarks to
the Chair and ignore interjections.
Mr McNamara - What about the
Irish?
The SPEAKER-Order! The honourable member for Richmond will ignore
interJections.
Mr SIDIROPOULOS-Statistics and
survey upon survey have demonstrated
those inequalities. Piles of reports and
submissions on migrant problems are
hidden in the desks of Government
departments.
The Leader of the Na'tional Party
continually interjects. Apparently he
does not live in the real world. Th'at is
why he is reacting las he is.
Many areas that need to be covered
have been ignored for far too long.
Ethnic groups are sick and tired of
having their rights ignored and of the
attitudes of past Governments that
ignored and patronized them.
Mr Ross-Edwards-Rubbish!
Mr SIDIROPOULOS-The Leader of
the National Party says I am talking
rubbish. He s'ays that because he does
not know what he is talking about.
The Labor Government is committed
to service the needs of all Victorians.
Ethnic groups 'are Victori'ans. The Government will listen to them and will
act, and it will begin by establishing
the Ethnic Affairs Commission, but it
realizes that the Bill will not provide
solutions to all of the problems faced
by the ethnic communities.
I point out to the honourable member who interjects that the Aborigines
are in a shameful situation as a result
of the policies of the former Victorian
Government and the Federal Government.
The Ethnic Affairs Commission will
translate the ne'eds, wishes and 'aspirations of the ethnic communities, bring
them to the attention of Ministers and
recommend joint action to combat

11 08

ASSEMBLY

14 October 1982

problems. Former Governments have
shown a lack of concern for and a lack
of commitment to ethnic groups, and
that is why the Liberal Party is
on the Opposition benches today.
As taxpayers and as citizens of this
country, persons who have a limited
command of English have every right
to expect that services will be provided
for their health, welfare, safety and
security. Is this happening in our
society? I believe not.
Let me examine what is happening
in some areas of services for migrants.
I wish the Leader of the National
Party was in the Chamber to hear the
special problems of migrants. In the
area of health and hospitalization, a
doctor who had experience of dealing
with the difficulties in communication
with migrants, recently said that
migrants who do not speak English
might as well go to a veterinarian. This
statement says it all, and I agree with
it. A person who is not able to communicate with his doctor because he
or she cannot speak or understand
English, is no different from a dog or
a cat. This is what the doctor says
and this is the reality.
I quote from an article in the Age
under the headline "Victims of language". The first part of it concerns
a pregnant migrant woman who tried
to admit herself to a hospital. Her
unborn child had died inside her, but
when she went to the hospital no one
understood what she was trying to say,
and a doctor prescribed tablets for her
nerves. A few days later she was taken
to hospital black with septicaemia.
What would have happened if the
woman had died? How many migrants
have died because they have not been
able to make themselves understood?
The second paragraph of this same
article tells of a Turkish woman who
gave birth on the floor of her home
at 2 o'clock in the morning. Her
frantic husband was unable to make
anyone understand that he needed a
taxi. If she had got to the hospital
too late, she could have died.
Another paragraph in this same
article tells of Greek women who
spoke of being offended by the rudeMr Sidiropoulos
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ness and disrespect they encountered
from Australians. If they say something
strange, instead of being corrected
they are laughed at. Further on in this
article it states:
There's a very strong feeling that migrant
women are ·babies, they are children, they are
mentally inferior.

That is not so, because this article
brought out the fact that these women
are very aware, and very able to
articulate on what is limiting them.
Everyone knows what is limiting them.
In many cases, parents use their
children to interpret for them when
visiting a doctor. One can imagine the
problems that this can bring to a
family. There cannot be anything more
degrading than to use one's ten-year
old child to explain medical problems
to a doctor. This is happening in our
society. There can be nothing more
frustrating or humiliating than being
laughed at because someone does not
understand English or was not provided with the opportunity of learning
English.
The Ethnic Affairs Commission will
work closely with the Health Commission and consult doctors' representatives in order that there is a
better understanding of the problems
faced by non-English speaking citizens.
The commission will also be expected
to report on the needs of hospitals in
catering for those who do not speak
English. Presently, most hospitals use
cleaners or kitchen hands as interpreters.
One other area that requires speciaJ
attention is the relationship between
ethnic communities and our legal system. Many people in the community
who work closely with both the legal
system and the ethnic communities
believe that when a member of the
ethnic community appears in court, he
or she tends to receive harsher penalties than other members of the community, because some judges and
magistrates think that they should be
setting an example to these ethnic
communities.
Sir John Minogue, the Law Reform
Commissioner, has said in the past that
some migrants charged with murder
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may be unfairly treated under the
existing law of provocation. He has
stated on many occasions that the law ~
which requires judge and jury to
measure the accused person's actions
against the mythical "ordinary man",
is inappropriate in today's multicultural
society. I would extend this beyond
murder cases to cover all cases where
this concept occurs.
There is also the question of many
migrants who are not Australian citizens facing the problem of incurring
a double penalty. It is wrong for a
person who has paid the penalty for
a crime to be deported from Australia
if he is not an Australian citizen. This
punishment is entirely dependent on
the person's nationality, that is, if he
or she is not an Australian citizen.
Persons who have been in Australia
for many years, often are doubly
punished for being found guilty of a
crime which carries a penalty in excess
of twelve months.

Ruxton of the Returned Services
League and similarly ignorant sections
of the community.
Racism is based on ignorance, as is
evidenced by the rantings of members
of the Queensland Government on
Aboriginal land rights. Be that as it
may, there is a need for the Ethnic
Affairs Commission to deal with this
question directly and to foster greater
understanding between the ethnic communities and the community in general.
All sections of our society should have
the opportunity of expressing themselves and of sharing their cultures,
traditions, foods, languages and so on.
For too long, the Ministry of Immigration and Ethnic Affairs has directed
itself only to the ethnic communities,
but the real point is to integrate its
activities within the community as a
whole. The commission will fail if it
works in isolation. It must seek the
co-operation of all sections of the community, the ethnic communities and
Our system is in support of the all sections of government.
On the question of racism, it is· worth
family structure, but this situation
creates division in the family. I will quoting the remarks of the Commisgive an example that I recently sioner for Community Relations, Mr Al
handled. A man was sentenced to three Grassby, who has continually fought
years' imprisonment but, because of against racism and the groups who
good behaviour, he was released after spread racial discrimination. At a coneighteen months on the condition that ference on Education for Peace held at
he be deported, which he was. He left Macquarie University in October last
a wife and two children in Australia. year, he told delegates that 80 per cent
The husband is now in Greece and the of Australians rejected racism in immiwife is in a difficult position because she gration and settlement policies but, desoite this, underground racist bodies still
has no money. The children do not want had
an influence far beyond what their
to go back to Greece. Where is the home numbers and community support would
for this family? The system is not able warrant.
to solve that problem; that is why it
His further remarks were quoted in
is wrong. An un naturalized person
Sun of 5 October 1981:
the
should be treated like every other
"Against
background there are still
citizen and should not be deported and judges and this
magistrates who are displaying
receive a double penalty as punishment racial prejudice on the bench; lawyers who
have f.ailed their clients because of their ethnofor committing a crime.
One of the areas in which the commission will have to work hardest is in
combating racism. For years, Australia
had the reputation overseas of being
a racist country, due mainly to the
White Australia Policy, the mistreatment of the Aboriginal people and the
racist rantings of people such as Mr

centrism: doctors, who have attributed to their
non Anglo-S.axon patients entirely new diseases
which some of them seem to imply are due to
ethnic variations rather than sickness and hurt,"
he said.
He warned that public services were still not
geared to serve the community adequately.
"It was recently pointed out that some people
have been jailed or sent to mental institutions
simply because language communication was
inadequate," Mr Grassby said.
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He said discrimination in schools has persisted
with teachers "often unconsciously" underpinning the prejudice in the schoolyard against
"bI'acks, wogs and boaties."
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the high degree of success enjoyed by
the previous Ministry. There has also
been another notable omission from the
debate so far, in that no honourable
I could go on giving example after member has referred to the role of the
example of the many problems-and first Director of Immigration and Ethnic
the problems are many-but I believe Affairs, Mr Bob Downey. He was
for every problem there is a solution. appointed about a year after the MinIf we are to have a truly egalitarian istry of Immigration and Ethnic Affairs
society, a society that affords each of Bill was enacted and during his time
its citizens the right to live freely, in office he earnt the absolute confifree of racial, religious and cultural dence and respect of all the ethnic comintolerance, a society that affords each munities with whom he came in concitizen the right to self-expression and tact. He certainly enjoyed the confienjoyment, in other words, a truly dence of the Government of the day.
multi-racial society-and I believe such During my term in office as Minister of
a society is necessary and realistic- Immigration and Ethnic Affairs, it was
the Ethnic Affairs Commission must be my understanding that he also enjoyed
given teeth; it must be given direction the utmost confidence of the then
by this Parliament.
Opposition, the now Government.
Mr JONA (Hawthorn)-The Ministry
I was, therefore, surprised when,
of Immigration and Ethnic Affairs Act shortly after the new Government took
1976, which will be repealed by this office, Mr Downey was suddenly disBill, was introduced during my term as missed from that position with little
Minister of Immigration and Ethnic more than a "thank you" fOr a difficult
Affairs. For that reason, I have taken job well done. I place on the record
a great interest in the development of my thanks for the services he rendered
the Ministry, not .only during my three- the State of Victoria, particularly the
year term as Minister but also during ethnic communities. He handled some
the three and half years since then. I difficult and delicate situations in an
have followed its activities closely.
exceptionally skilled and fine manner. I
There has been much in the develop- also pay tribute to the staff of the
ment of the Ministry, which was the Ministry, both past and present.
first of its type in Australia, to be
Having placed my appreciation on
commended by the House. Therefore, it the record, I now turn to the provisions
was regrettable that the Minister should of the Bill. As indicated by the honourhave divided his second-reading speech able member for Burwood, the Opposion the Bill into two sections. The first tion supports the Bill, but it seeks ~er
was a condemnation of the role of the tain assurances and guarantees from
previous Ministry. He was excessively the Minister before giving an undercritical of that role and sought to high- taking that the proposed legislation
light what he saw as the deficiencies will move unimpeded through the other
of the Ministry. In the second section place. The matters raised by the honof his speech, the Minister sought to ourable member for Burwood are quite
express his views concerning an opti- reasonable and I invite the Minister,
mistic future following the changes that at the conclusion of my speech in a
will be introduced through the proposed few moments, either to move that the
legislation. I share the Minister's debate be adjourned or to allow the
optimism in that regard and believe the Bill to be committed and then report
Ethnic Affairs Commission and the progress. He could then give honourobjectives outlined by the Minister are able members the results of his deliba natural progression of the previous erations on the matters raised by the
activi ties of the Ministry.
honourable member for Burwood.
Failing that, the Bill will go to the
However, I regret that t~e Minister
and the honourable member for Rich- Upper House, and the Opposition .will
mond omitted to make any reference to view with eagerness the explanatIOns
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given in that place on the matters
raised by the honourable member for
Burwood.
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but when they are specified and something is excluded, the commission is
expressly excluded from exercising that
responsibility. The question of discrimI now refer to the objects of the ination should properly come within
commission. Although I have no quarrel the jurisdiction of the commission.
with any of the objects of the commission, all of which are set out in
I now refer to the role of the Ethnic
clause 13 of the Bill, it appears Affairs Commission and the influence
that a couple of objects which the Minister hopes it will exert on the
were considered to be very important community generally. I wish to refer
in the previous legislation, have been to a document which I believe I am
omitted. They were included in the entitled to quote-the Ethnic Affairs
intended functions of the commission Policy of the Australian Labor Party.
as set out in the Labor Party's 1982 I have tabled a copy of the document.
policy document on ethnic affairs which
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
was circulated in the community prior
Edmunds)-Order!
Now
that
the
to the last State election.
honourable member has identified the
Clause 4 (a) of the previous measure document, he is in order to quote it.
provided that one of the objects of
Mr JONA-The Australian Labor
the commission would be to facilitate
Party indicates at page 6 of the Austhe settlement of migrants and co- tralian Labor Party policy document
ordinate measures conducive to the that one of the important roles of the
building of a socially-cohesive society. commission will be to act as a pressure
Th~ term "socially-cohesive society"
group upon the various other Governwas deliberately included because it ment departments to ensure that, in
had a great deal of meaning. In a their planning, programmes and budgetmulti-cultural society all groups could ing, they do not overlook the needs of
have their own identity which they the different ethnic communities. That
could proudly proclaim. The community might be a very noble objective but
could only be of an integrated nature the next paragraph goes on to state:
The input from the Commission will provide
where those aspects were integrated in
Minister with the facts and the arguments
such a way as to give a feeling of the
needed to put the case-if necessary, at Cabinet
social cohesiveness.
level-for additional emphasis on areas overlooked in the past.
Clause 4 (e) of the previous measure
I
do not think the Minister can allow
provided the commission would take
the
commission to have it both waysthe necessary steps to prevent or remove discrimination against persons either the commission reports to the
because of their ethnic background or Minister and the Minister then exercises his proper Ministerial responsicharacteristics.
bility by going to Cabinet and having
The question of discrimination was his Ministerial colleagues direct the
included in the functions of the com- Government departments on what to
mission as set out in the Australian do, or, alternatively, the Minister and
Labor Party election material but has Cabinet kept out of the act and give
been deleted from the Bill. Possibly it the commission autonomy t~ act as
has been deleted because it was in- a pressure group.
tended that the Government should
The Minister should give considerainclude such provisions in the Equal tion to that possible division of
Opportunity Act. That ought to be an responsibili ty which, if left unattended,
important function of the commission. could lead to conflict that is not in
When the functions of the com- the best interests of the community
mission are not specified in legislation or to the smooth functioning of the
the terms of reference are unlimited proposed· legislation.
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I wish the Bill a speedy passage,
subject to the remar~s made by the
honourable member for Burwood and
that the assurances are given by the
Minister. I trust the Bill will have the
success the House wishes it.
Mr SPYKER (Minister of Immigration and Ethnic Affairs) -The House
was subjected to the most extraordinary debate from the honourable member for Burwood. It is amazing to
think where he gets his information.
The Bill is the culmination of six
months' hard work by the Australian
Labor Party policy committee and consultation with the various ethnic communities. No other Bill has had such
widespread discussion and debate.
Questionnaires were sent to every
ethnic community and I consulted with
a broad spectrum of ethnic communities. Seven hundred copies of the Bill
were sent to ethnic communities for
comment.
The honourable member for Burwood
condemns the measure and threatens
that it will be blocked in the Upper
House, but I am sure he cannot name
one ethnic community in Victoria that
opposes this measure. He ought to put
up or shut up.
The Australian Labor Party was
elected on the policies it put to the
community. When one considers the
number of marginal seats that include
ethnic communities that were won by
the Labor Party, it appears that those
communities adopted the policies of the
Labor Party. The honourable member
for Burwood has no right to threaten
the blocking of this measure. He should
be trying to be constructive and
consulta tive.
Mr Jona-He does not want to block
it; he only wants to defer it.
Mr SPYKER-He s'aid that the other
House would reject it. The honourable
member for Burwood has visited many
of the ethnic communities trying to
create divisions but has not been able
to do so. We have had wide consultation with many ethnic groups and have
succeeded in getting support for this
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measure. Every other statutory authority is responsible to the Minister, and
appointments are made by the Governor in Council but somehow the
Opposition thinks that the Ethnic
Affairs Commission should be different.
I give the honourable member for
Hawthorn the assurance that the commission will have autonomy. I am the
Minister; I am answerable to the Government, to the people of Victoria and
to the Parliament. The Australian Labor
Party made it very clear in its policy
document that independent statutory
authorities like the Ethnic Affairs Commission should be directly accountable
to the Minister.
The honourable member for Burwood
stated that a bipartisan approach to the
appointment of the commission should
be taken. The Government has indicated
that it will have widespread discussion
with the various ethnic communities. I,
as Minister of Immigration and Ethnic
Affairs, have the ultimate responsibility
for appointing the commission.
It is clear from the Government's
policy that the Ethnic Affairs Commission will consist of tbirteen members,
comprising 3 full-time commissioners,
and 10 part-time members.
The honourable member for Burwood
sought
assurances
regarding the
appointment of personnel to the commission. I have neither bandied names
about nor tried to encourage that sort of
action. The proper time for nominat'ions
to positions is when the Bill is passed
through Parliament. The Government
will advertise widely for nominations
and will discuss the issue with the ethnic
communillies. The responsibility for
appointments rests wi,th me, as the Minister, and I will make recommendations
to the Cabinet.
The commission will reflect the views
of the ethnic communities of Victoria;
I give the House that assurance. It will
not become a tool of the Ministry, nor
will it be a tool of the Government.
The ma~imum term for appointment
to the commission will be four years.
That is not to say that a person cannot
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be appointed for one or two years. That seen the cannery at Shepparton and
will be considered when the appoint- other factories around Victoria and how
can he say that there is not a majority
ments are being made.
from the ethnic community working in
The honourable member for Burwood factories, I do not know.
suggested that I should give guarantees
The honourable member for Burwood
that certain people will or will not be
included on the commi'ssion. I will not stated that the Premier had no interest
do that. I do not understand how the in the ethnic community and had little
honourable member for Burwood can understanding of it. The Premier is
say that he supports anti-discrim'ination highly regarded in the ethnic community
legislation and then state that the and that is reflected by the fact that the
Liberal Party will block the Bill in the 49 seats the Labor Party won in the
Upper House. I assure the Opposition State election were won because of masthat if this proposed legislation is re- sive support from the ethnic communijected by the Upper House, the Govern- ties. The Labor Party's policy that was
ment will take it to the people. We will announced during the election campaign
take the proposed legislation to the clearly showed that it had an underethnic communities and tell them what standing of all the people of Victor'ia.
the Opposition is trying to do. The
Opposition will be answerable to the
The Government will ensure that the
ethnic communities about its attitude to ethnic communities are considered in
the proposed legislation.
Government decisions. That is what the
The honourable member for Mildura ethnic communities want. They do not
spoke about the relationship between want handouts; they want recognition
the ethnic community and Anglo-Saxons. just as the Whitlam Government proIt is the policy of the Government to vided for them in 1972 to 1975. This
strengthen the multi-cultural society in Government wants to continue that proVictoria. Over the past twenty years, gramme.
the under~tanding between the different
The honourable member for Burwood
groups has improved.
criticized the Government's decision not
Mr Jona-The Ministry had a lot to to appoint a senior Minister to the Imdo with that!
migration and Ethnic Affairs portfolio.
Since
becoming a Minister on 11 May
Mr SPYKER':""'-The Ministry may have
initliated work in some areas, but it did this year due to the unfortunate illness
very little. The Ministry was totally of Jack Ginifer who had already done
divorced from the ethnic communities an enormous amount of work amongst
and had little contact with them. With the ethnic community, I have endeavthe establishment of the commission, the oured to carry on that work, and I
Government is trying to bring the e.thnic assure the House that I am aware of
communities into one with the comm,is- the needs and aspirations of the ethnic
sion so that it can correctly influence
Government decision-making on a day- community.
Many other members of the Governto-day basis.
ment would have liked to contribute to
The Government will ensure that this debate, but the Government wants
proper resources are provided. One may this Bill to pass to the Upper House as
think they have done a good job in quickly as possible so that the commissetting up resources, but the resources sion can become a reality. That ~s what
may be of no value to the ethnic comthe ethnic community have been waitmunities.
ing for for a long time.
The honourable member for Richmond
The motion was agreed to.
referred to the quality of services and,
The Bill was read a second time, and
·at that time, the Leader of the Na,t!ional
passed
through its remaining stages.
Party was interjecting. He has probably
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ADJOURNMENT
Advertisements regarding protected
tenants-Plenty employment support
grou~Auction of vintage motor
vehices-Transport for disabled persons-Bottling and sale of mineral
water
Mr CATHIE (Minister of Housing)I moveThat the House do now adjourn.

Mr BROWN (Westernport)-I raise a
matter for the attention of the Minister
of Consumer Affairs. I ask him to
agree that in his capacity as Minister
of Consumer Affairs he has an obligation to ensure that people who advertise in this State do so in a truthful
manner that is not misleading. I refer
to an advertisement that appeared in
the daily media this week indicating
. certain rights and benefits that accrue
to landlords of properties that are occupied by so-called protected tenants.
In the advertisement, the Minister
has provided certain telephone numbers
and the only acknowledgment of who
has placed the advertisement in the
paper is that the largest print in the
advertisement refers to the Ministry
of Consumer Affairs. I ask the Minister
why the telephone number that the
landlords and estate agents are' asked
to call is not that of the Ministry of
Consumer Affairs, but the telephone
number of the Ministry of Housing,
which knew nothing about the advertisement.
I also ask the Minister, as he has
invited people to telephone this number
to ascertain their rights and benefits,
to state clearly and precisely to this
House tonight what those rights and
benefits are as he has spent considerable sums of money in advertising this
matter. Today I received representations from constituents who have advised 'me that, as landlords, they have
not been able to ascertain any rights
or benefits and therefore deem this
advertising campaign to be dishonest
and misleading. The only indication
given is that it is possible that some
properties may be considered for spot
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purchases, but that would still make
the advertisement untruthful and misleading because it in no way indicates
that any prerequisites are necessary. I
ask the M'inister to clarify why he
advertised on behalf of other people
who knew nothing about the matter.
The people in the office with the phone
number in the advertisement cannot
advise people on those rights and benefits. I ask the Minister to clarify the
position.
Mr McDONALD (Evelyn)-I advise
the Minister for Employment and
Training that a submission has been
lodged under the employment initiative
programme for a grant for $15000 by
the Plenty employment support group.
The group is an active voluntary committee in the north eastern region. It
has undertaken research into employment training issues, held seminars to
bring employers and young unemployed
people together and is an authority on
the establishment of links with ethnic
community organizations in Preston,
Diamond Valley, Whittlesea and Bundoora. The $15000 grant would be
used to employ a part-time research
project officer to develop employment
training resources files, assist in the
development of employment initiative
proposals, assist with the development
of co-operatives and maintain and
organize the existing work of the
Plenty group by way of employer
semin.ars and on-going research. I have
the highest regard for this voluntary
organization and I direct the notice of
the Minister to my full support for the
group's submission.
Mr JONA (Hawthom)-I 'ask the
Minister of Consumer Affairs to direct
the attention of the Minister for the
Arts, who is not in the Chamber, to
the fact that on 23 'and 24 October, in
ten days time, the Parker collection of
vintage motor vehicles will be auctioned
in Colac. I am informed that the
auction has been advertised world-wide
as it is unique. Some the vintage
motor vehicles are not available
It would be in the
elsewhere.
interests of this country and the
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State if someone took steps to ensure
that those vehicles are retained in
Victoria for posterity because they are
becoming rarities, dating back to the
early days of motor cars in Australia.
The collection is unique and I ask
the Minister to arrange for his colleague, the Minister for the Arts to
assess the value of the vintage cars in
terms of their importance to the State.
If they are considered to be important,
the Ministry could investigate the
possibility of either the State or a
private buyer in the State being encouraged to acquire them to retain
them in the State for the future interest
of Victorian people.
Mrs SIBREE (Kew)-I raise a matter
for the attention of the Minister of
Transport, who is not in the House.
Perhaps the Minister of Consumer
Affairs could pass on my comments to
him. I want to know whether the Minister received a telegram today from
the Paraplegics and Quadriplegics Association of Victoria expressing real concern at the Governmenfs abandonment
of the scheme for maxicabs to assist
the 3000 people in Victoria who are
disabled and in wheelchairs. I understand that the association met last
night and was concerned that the Minister and Parliament should be au fait
with this matter as the association is
concerned that it was apparently to
receive assistance, which was organized by the former Government and in
the pipeline for the transport of the
handicapped, which commenced during
the International Year of Disabled
Persons.
This group considers that the Minister has considerably downgraded the
status of what the committee was trying to do and particularly the good
offices and goodwill of the five people
who were appointed to assist the Ministry in developing this project. I am
particularly concerned also with the
view being expressed in this House that
the project was not to provide allembracing help to the disabled, but
would be a pilot scheme to help those
in wheelchairs who are basically on
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pensions. The project was aimed at
helping those pensioners. Approximately 80 per cent of the money they
receive in their pension cheques goes
to institutions or State groups who are
helping them; so they have little ready
cash that they can use for alternative
methods of transport.
It now appears that the Minister
wants to offer them a 50 per cent subsidy on taxi fares. That would basically be 50 per cent of nothing because
those people do not have money to
spend on taxi fares. I am interested
to know whether the Minister has received this telegram expressing real
concern from an important association
that represents many disabled people.
If so, will he react in a favourable
manner to this telegram by not letting
these people down when they were
expecting, hoping and counting on supportive action from the Government in
looking towards this pilot project as
the start of a broader range of projects, not on a blanket basis, but aimed
at the particular difficulties of disabled
people.
Mr REYNOLDS (Gisborne)-The
Minister of Consumer Affairs will no
doubt be aware that, by virtue of the
Groundwater Act, a levy of 1 cent
a litre is imposed on the bottling and
sale of mineral water. Most of the
mineral water is derived from the
Daylesford area. People in the area are
concerned that the legislation was not
carried out in the original form, which
provided a correct distinction be~ween
artificial mineral water and real mineral
water. The shire wrote to me requesting that the Minister for Minerals and
Energy receive a deputation from the
area and I wrote to him on 21 July.
The ' reply from the Minister indicates
that the labellin,g of this product does
not come under his jurisdiction; it falls
under the jurisdiction of the Minister
of Consumer Affairs, Mr Peter Spyker.
That was on 24 August. If it is not
under the jurisdiction of the Minister
of Consumer Affairs, will he please
write to me-and he has had six weeks
already-and shove the responsibility
on to someone else because the buck
has been passed right down the line.
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The Minister of Lands, in 'another place,
told me that he would introduce legislation to cover this, but nothing has
happened. I ask the Minister of Consum'er Affairs, bec'ause he is the last
one to whom the buck has been passed
so far.
Mr SPYKER (Minister of Consumer
Affairs) -It appears that I am popular
tonight, because of the number of
queries that have been addressed to
me. The honourable member for
Westernport raised with me the Government's advertising campaign on
protected tenants. The purpose of the
campaign was that the Government
wanted to protect tenants who were
not registered and landlords who wished
to register protected tenants to come
forward so that they could be made
aware of the intentions of the Government in that regard.
Earlier today, there were some problems with the telephone system at the
Ministry of Housing. However, the
problem was quickly resolved by the
immediate laction that was taken by the
Ministry. The reason why that telephone number was given was because
the Government indicated it would be
willing to purchase those properties
under the normal spot-purchase programme. The purchasers will have to
fit within those criteria or, if those
criteri'a c'annot be met, the Government
will examine the possibility of a subsidy.
The honourable member for Hawthorn raised with me a matter to be
conveyed to the Minister for the Arts,
regarding a collection of vintage cars
and he mentioned that the auction is
to be held at Colac on 24 October,
which is only la short time away. The
honourable member envisages that a
valuable collection may be lost to Victoria if the Government does not take
action. I will take up the matter with
the Minister for the Arts as a matter
of urgency.
The honourable member for Kew
raised a matter concerning the Minister
of Transport rel'ating to financial assist~ance for a transport subsidy for the
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handicapped. I will pass the matter on
to the Minister of Transport.
The honourable member for Gisborne
raised a mlatter regarding artificial
mineral water or the real thing, as he
put it. Th'at matter is under the jurisdiction of a number of Ministers including the' Minister for Minerals and
Energy, the Minister of Lands in
another place, the Health Commission
and me land, as he is probably aware,
the Government has that matter under
current investigation. I will inquire how
that investigation is proceeding 'and
will advise the honourable member
accordingly.
Mr SIMMONDS (Minister for Employment and Training)-The honourable
member for Evelyn raised the question
of the Plenty employment support
group's applic:ation for funding, through
the Ministry of Employment and Training, with a view to obtaining finance
for a part-time research project officer
to assist its work in creating employment opportunities and developing a
process involving a broad representative group of people involved in seeking
employment opportunities in that area.
The honourable member is obviously
aware of the circumstances in which
the group has been operating. I can
advise him that, because the group is
so consistently organized in the area,
to the extent that it involved the
Preston, Lalor and Bundoora assistance
projects, the Greek, Italian and Turkish
com'munities, the Anglican Church,
local councils and employer organizations, it put together a package that
has attracted the support of the Ministryand yesterday I m'ade a decision
to fund the programme for the next
twelve months on the basis that the
group accepts the condition that it will
provide quarterly cash flow statements,
all statements relating to expenditure
and report on the work of the project
officer over the next twelve months.
The payments will be made in two
parts. The grant is $15000 and the
first payment of $7500 will be made
as soon as the group accepts the conditions that have been laid down.
The House adjourned at 6.25 p.m.
until Tuesday, October 19.
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The following answers to questions on
notice were circulatedROAD WORKS IN WANTIRNA
ELECTORATE
(Question No. 179)

Mr SALTMARSH (Wantirna) asked
the Minister of Transport:
1. What new road funding projects have
been approved for the electoral district of
Wantirna for 1981-82 and 1982-83?
2. Which road intersections within the electorate have been recommended for traffic light
installation?
3. Which sets of traffic lights within the
electorate will be co-ordinated within the new
policy initiatives to improve traffic flow on
major roads?
4. When it is proposed to install boom gates
or other safety devices on any railway level
crossings within the electorate?

Mr CRABB (Minister of Transport)The answer is:
1. I am advised by the Country Roads Board
that projects in progress or approved in the
electoral district of Wantirna for the financial
years 1981-82 and 1982-83 are:
1981-82-A. Works to be carried out by
municipal councils with financial assistance
from the Country Roads Board.
Stud Road-reseaIing of west carriageway
between Ferntree Gully Road and the Burwood
Highway.
Wantirna-Sassafras Road-resealing from
the Burwood Highway to Wantirna Road.
Wantima Road-resealing from Boronia Road
to Selkirk Avenue.
Scoresby Road-resealing from Blind Creek
to Burwood Highway.
Boronia Road-duplication from WantirnaSassafras Road to Stud Road.
Terrara Road-reconstruction from WooriIl
Court to Hanover Road, and George Road to
Burwood Road.
High Street Road-intersection treatment,
final course of asphalt from Mimosa Street to
Dandenong Creek.
Service road con~truction from Kristen Close
to Dandenong Creek.
B. Works to be carried out by the Country
Roads Board at the board's cost:
Burwood Highway-widening to ~ix lanes
from Springvale Road to Wantirna-Sassafras
Road. including widenin q bridge structures over
Dandenong Creel{, and intersection treatments
(partly in the Wantirna electorate).
Construction of deceleration lane at Cathies
Lane on the Melbourne-bound carriageway.

Resurfacing of pavement at locations between Wantirna-Sassafras Road and Ferntree
Gully Road (partly in the Wantirna electorate).
Installation of guard rails on approaches to
Blind Creek bridge.
Upgrading of lighting at Stud Road intersection and new lighting at Knox City shopping
centre entrances.
1982-83-A. Works to be carried out by
municipal councils with financial assistance
from the Country Roads Board:
Stud Road-widening north of High Street
Road to accommodate "U" turns.
Intersection treatments at-Ferntree Gully
Road; Leonard Street; Boronia Road.
Drainage control and major repairs from
Harold Street to Boronia Road.
Wantirna-Sassafran Road-intersection treatment at Stud Road.
Traffic signal alterations through Bayswater
Shopping Centre.
Patching between Scoresby and Jersey Roads.
Ferntree Gully Road-resealing from Lynton
Place to west of Cathies Lane.
Boronia Road-duplication from Edinburgh
Road to Stud Road.
Lum Road-widening from Moodie Drive to
Ferntree Gully Road.
B. Works to be carried out by the Country
Roads Board at the board's cost:
Burwood Highway-widening to six lanes
from Springvale Road to Wantirna-Sassafras
Road.
Construction of indented bus bays between
Stud Road and Ferntree Gully Road.
SCRAM traffic signal linking from Middleborough Road to Wantirna-Sassafras Road.
Installation of new street lighting at Morack
Road.
2. New traffic signals will be installed at the
intersection of Springvale Road and O'Sullivan
Road during the 1982-83 financial year. In
addition the existing traffic signals at the intersections of Ferntree Gully Road and Stud Road
and Boronia Road and Wantirna-Sassafras
Road will be remodelled to upgrade their
operation.
3. During the 1982-83 financial year the
operation of traffic signals at the following
intersections will be co-ordinated as part of
the SCRAM programme to computer-link all
traffic signals in the Melbourne metropolitan
area:
Burwood Highway and Morack Road; Burwood Highway and Wantirna-Sassafras Road;
Springvale Road anti Highbury Road; Springvale Road near Tolmie Way (pedestrian crossing); Springvale Road and Ferntree Gully Road:
Springvale Road and O'Sullivan Road.
4. There are two railwav level crossings in
the electorate, both of which are protected by
boom gates.
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MELBOURNE AND METROPOLITAN
TRAMWAYS BOARD
(Question No. 192)

Questions on Notice
range of helmets which meet the Australian
standard can be produced and marketed at a
reasonable cost.

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked
the Minister of Transport:

TRAFFIC SAFETY DEVICES

What is the capital works programme for
1982-83 of the Melbourne and Metropolitan
Tramways Board, indicating the leasing progmmme in or for-Ca) the City of Doncaster
and Templestowe; and (b) all other areas?

Mr RICHARDSON (Forest Hill)
asked the Minister of Transport:

Mr CRABB (Minister of Transport)The answer is:
I refer the honourable member to the 1982-83
Budget.

COUNTRY ROADS BOARD
(Question No. 193)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked
the Minister of Transport:
In respect of land held by the Country Roads
Board for road reservations in the metropolitan
area:
1. What is the total area and value, respectively, of the land?
,
2. When it is expected that the reserved
lands will either be disposed of or utilized?
3. What has been the annual expenditure
by the board on the acquisition of land for road
reservations over the past five financial years?

Mr CRABB (Mindster of Transport)The answer is:

(Question No. 249)

What action is being taken by the Government to meet traffic safety needs by the installation of traffic lights at the intersection of
Springvale and Hawthorn Roads, Nunawading?

Mr CRABB (Minister of Transport)The answer is:
As soon as the Road Safety and Traffic
Authority is advised of the Nunawading City
Council's views on the proposal to extend the
Forest Hills shopping centre, the authority will
re-assess the appropriateness of installing signals at the Springvale Road/Hawthorn Road
intersection.

LOCOMOTIVE SAFETY MEASURES
(Question No. 267)

Mr McNAMARA (Benalla) asked the
Minister of Transport:
Whether consideration will be given to safety
measures for the re-introduction of "cowcatchers" to locomotives and the introduction
of reflective paint strips to the sides of rail
freight cars at a height visible to high and
low beams of vehicle headlights in a saw tooth
pattern?

Mr CRABB (Minister of Transport)The answer is:

I have been advised by the Country Roads
Board that the detailed information sought by
the honourable member is not readily available in the form requested.
According to the board it would be a sizeable task, involving a considerable number of
manhours, to provide the information in the
form requested.
However, I invite the honourable member to
contact me and I will make arrangements for
him to discuss this matter with Country Roads
Board menagement.

"Cow-catcher" devices are fitted to all locomotives.
Fitting reflectorized material on freight
vehicles has been considered by the railways
of Australia on many occasions. However, because of practical and legal problems all railway systems have adopted a common policy
not to use reflectorized material.

SAFETY HELMETS FOR CYCLISTS

(Question No. 350)

(Question No. 194)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked
the Minister of Transport:

Mr A. T. EVANS (Ballarat North)
asked the Minister of Transport:

AUSTRALIAN TRANSPORT
ADVISORY COUNCIL

Whether the Government is prepared to make
the use of safety helmets compulsory for
cyclists?

Whether the Government has adopted the
recommendations of the Australian Transport
Advisory Council Guidelines for Driver Licensing and Driver Improvement Programmes; if
not, why?

Mr CRABB (Mimster of Transport)The answer is:

Mr CRABB (Mindster of Transport)The answer is:

Both the State Bicycle Committee and Road
Safety and Traffic Authority consider it inadvisable to make the wearing of bicycle helmets compulsory until such time as a suitable

The recommendations of the Australian
Transport Advisory Council (ATAC) Guidelines for Driver Licensing and Driver Improvement Programmes cover a wide range of issues
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in the driver licensing and improvement areas
-many of which suggest action which should
be taken at a national level. These matters have
been referred to the driver licensing subcommittee of the Council's Advisory Committee on Road User Performance and Traffic
Codes (ACRUPTC), and it is anticipated that
a report will be prepared by March 1983.

TRAFFIC ENGINEERING PROJECTS
(Question No. 351)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked
the Minister of Transport:
What studies have been conducted or commissioned by the Ministry of Transport to
assess the efficacy of low cost traffic engineering projects designed to lower traffic accidents
and what are the details of the studies?

Mr CRABB (Minister of Transport)The answer is:
In 1979 the Road Safety and Traffic Authority
initiated the Accident 'Black Spot' Programme,
with the aim of providing a highly responsive
approach to the identification and treatment
of high accident locations, using low cost
engineering measures.
The objective of this programme is to reduce
the totai number of casualty accidents in
Victoria by applying counter measures to those
sites:
(a) Which number among the worst locations in terms of casualty accident experience;
and
(b) where the most economically efficient
allocation of road funds (for example high
benefit/cost ratios) would be achieved through
the potential to reduce casualty accidents.
A demonstration project involving the investigation and treatment of 100 'black spot' locations has been carried out by the authority
in consultation with municipalities, the Victoria
Police and the Country Roads Board. Eighty of
these 'black spot' locations are scheduled for
low-cost engineering improvements during
1982-83.

In addition to the Accident 'Black Spot'
Programme, a similar study was carried out
to reduce the incidence and severity of collisions with fixed roadside objects. A number
of low co"t engineering improvements are
also scheduled for 1982-83 to treat hazardous
sections of Beach Road and Maroondah Highway.

MATERNITY LEAVE IN MINISTRY
OF TRANSPORT
(Question No. 352)
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2. What was the total hours of leave in
respect of these employees?
3. How many employees have resigned or
retired within one month of the leave period?
4. What amount was paid for maternity
leave for-(a) the first; and (b) the second,
child in each of the periods?

Mr CRABB (Minister of Transport)The answer is:
No maternity leave has been taken in the
Ministry of Transport during the period mentioned by the honourable member.

OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND
HEALTH CODE
(Question No. 353)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked
the Premier:
1. When the Occupational Safety and Health
Code used by Victorian Government departments and instrumentalities was last revised?
2. Whether the code takes into consideration
the substantial numbers of overseas born
personnel?

Mr CAIN (Premier)-The answer is:
1. The

Occupational Safety and Health
Code was last revised in January 1980.
2. The code is intended to apply to all
employees of the Government whether Australian or overseas born.

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON
NOTICE
(Question No. 809)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked
the Minister of Labour and Industry:
Whether any instructions have been issued
regarding the preparation of answers to qu~s
tions on notice; if so, what are the detaIls
of such instructions; if not, whether such
instructions will be issued and details provided
to Parliament?

Mr JOLLY (Minister of Labour and
Industry)-The answer is:
The only instructions issued are that the
questions be answered as fully and as quickly
as possible.

MINISTRY OF LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY TECHNOLOGY
INFORMATION SCHEMES
(Question No. 810)

asked

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked
the Minister of Labour and Industry:

1. What has been the cost of maternity

1. Whether any steps have been taken to
ensure implementation of technology information systems by departments, authorities and
agencies within his administration in the areas

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster)
the Minister of Transport:

leave in the Ministry of Transport in 1981
and in the period January 1982 to date?
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of-(a) financial data; (b) management
reports; (c) correspondence; (d) preparation
and publication of documents; and (e) process
control; if so, what steps; if not, whether he
will ensure such action is taken; .
2. Whether these organizations are participants in the Japanese fifth generation computer programme; if not, whether he will ensure
such action is taken?

Mr JOLLY (Minister of Labour and
Industry)-The answer is:
1. The Public Service Board is analysing
strategic plans prepared by departments for
their data processing and information technology requirements. over the next few years
as requested by the former Public Accounts
and Expenditure Review Committee. This
study takes in all of the areas mentioned in
the question and is aimed at ensuring common
standards and identifying priorities.
Various statutory authorities within the
department's jurisdiction are also utilizing
technology information systems which are
subject to on going review.
2. No, although the Government is aware
of the programme and will be monitoring its
progress.

MINISTRY OF LABOUR AND'
INDUSTRY MONITORING DEVICES
(Question No. 818)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked
the Minister of Labour and Industry:
Whether any steps have been taken to instal
monitoring devices in departments, authorities
and agencies within his administration to
record length, time and destination of outward

Questions on Notice
telephone calls and the extension from which
each call was made; if so, what steps; if not,
why?

Mr JOLLY (Minister of Labour and
Industry)-The answer is:
The monitoring of outward telephone calls
from the department is currently carried out
in respect of trunk caUs. The monitoring system
provides for the recording of the officer's
name, telephone extension number, time and
destination of call. Monitoring of local calls
is considered to be unnecessary.

MINISTRY OF LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY PURCHASES
(Queston No. 821)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked
the Minister of Labour and Industry:
1. What purchases were made by the departments, authorities and agencies within his
administration in 1981-82-(a) within Victoria;
(b) interstate; and (c) overseas?
2. Whether the Minister will make a commitment to implement a procurement policy
of positive discrimination in favour of Victorian small business?

Mr JOLLY (Minister of Labour and
Industry)-The answer is:
1. The retrieval of complete information in
the format requested cannot be undertaken
as it would place an unwarranted strain on
limited staff resources.
2. The Victorian Government already has a
policy of positive descrimination in favour of
Victorian small business.

Death of Honourable Member

Tuesday, 19 October 1982
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
Edmunds) took the chair at 2.7 p.m. and
read the prayer.
DEATH OF THE HONOURABLE
ANTONIUS PETER VAN VLIET

Mr CAIN (Premier)-I move:
That this House expresses its sincere sorrow
at the untimely death of the Honourable
Antonius Peter Van Vliet, member of the Legislative Council for the electoral province of
Waverley.

The late Tony Van Vliet died tragically
last Saturday after some months' illness. He had been elected to the Legislative Council at the election on 3 April
but, through the onset of that illness
some short time after his election, he
was unable to take his seat. I suspect
he would not have been widely known
to honourable members on the other
side of the House, but he was widely
known to honourable members on this
side of the House.
He was elected at his third attempt
to become a member of Parliament. He
had been a candidate for the Legislative
Assembly district of Noble Park, both
in 1976 and again in 1979. In 1979 he
carried some five subdivisions in that
seat and lost by fewer than 600 votes.
In 1982 he was successful. He had
long wished to be a member of a Labor
Government and his endeavours were
rewarded. However, he was cut down
at the moment of triumph, as it were,
and unable to take his seat. He would
have been the fourth member of these
Houses of Parliament to be of foreign
birth, other than British birth. He came
to this country from Holland at the age
of eighteen and, soon after his arrival,
he became involved in community and
Labor Party activities.
He was a school teacher and careers
officer at Monash High School from
1972 until shortly before the election.
He rose to the position of deputy principal at Moorabbin High School and was
a member of the central committee of
the Victorian Secondary Teachers
Association.
Session 1982-42
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Tony Van VU et was an active member
of the Labor Party who attended many
conferences and carried out the onerous
task of secretary of his branch. In local
affairs, he was President of the Springvale Community Aid and Advice Bureau
and Treasurer of the Westernport
Regional Council for Social Development. Those were two of the local
organizations to which he belonged and
contributed.
He will be remembered as a passionate man who pursued the courses in
which he believed. He was very much
a part of the Dutch community, whence
he had sprung, and he was very friendly
and generous, not only to members of
his own community but also to all of
his friends. I believe that he would have
had much to contribute to the Parliament, had he been given the opportunity
to serve.
I know I share the views of all honourable members in saying with much
regret that he did not have the opportunity to consummate that electoral
triumph and make his mark in the Parliament. Despite that lack of opportunity to be here amongst us, he will be
remembered both in the local community and by his friends and his political
colleagues for the contributions he made
to the community and to the Australian
Labor Party.
I extend to his family, his former wife
Margaret and his children, Michael,
Peter and Catherine, the condolences
from members of the Australian Labor
Party and the Government.
Mr THOMPSON (Leader of the Opposition)-The Opposition desires to be associated with the condolence motion
moved by the Premier. The Honourable
Tony Van Vliet, as the Premier indicated,
was one of only four persons of nonBritish birth to be elected to the Parliament of Victoria. No doubt we will
see many more persons of non-British
birth elected to the Parliament. He was
a teacher and active member of the Victorian Secondary Teachers Association;
a member of its central committee and
secretary of the Monash High School
branch.
At various times he was associated
with Moorabbin and Westall high
schools, but more particularly, with
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Monash High School. He was President
of the Springvale Community Aid and
Advice Bureau organization and an
active member of similar organizations
in the Springvale-Noble Park area. It
was a tragedy that he lost his life at
such an early age, through the scourge
of cancer and a tragedy that, having
successfully won the electoral seat of
Waverley Province in the recent State
election, he was never able to take his
place in the Legislative Council.
The Opposition extends to the members of his family our deepest sympathy
in the passing of a man who was dedicated to the cause of school teaching
and who was proud to be called a
political activist.
Mr ROSS-EDWARDS (Leader of the
National Party) -It is the desire of the
National Party that it be associated
with the condolence motion moved by
the Premier and supported by the Leader
of the Opposition. It is an extraordinary
state of affairs that the Victorian Parliament should lose a member who was
unknown to the majority of honourable
members because of the particular circumstances surrounding the death of
the Honourable Tony Van Vliet. Of
course, he was a sick man at about the
time he was elected to the Legislative
Council. It so happened at about that
time that he started to feel the effects
of his fatal illness.
The Honourable Tony Van Vliet became a member of Parliament on his
third attempt and for many years he
was an active member of the Australian Labor Party at all levels. A degree
of credit must be paid to him for the
swing of the political pendulum in the
Waverley-Noble Park area.
The National Party extends deep sympathy to the children and other family
members of Tony Van Vliet. It is with
deep regret that the majority of honourable members did not meet him and
did not have the opportunity of knowing and appreciating his obvious virtues.
Mr SPYKER (Minister of Consumer
Affairs) -I share with the Premier, the
Leader of the Opposition and the Leader
of the National Party deep sorrow in the

Death of Honourable Member

passing of Tony Van Vliet. Tony and I
shared the same Federal electorate of
Hotham and over many years we were
involved in many Australian Labor Party
campaigns and activities. In the Noble
Park area in particular, Tony left his
stamp on the Australian Labor Party
because there was no party activity in
which Tony was not involved. He was a
dedicated worker for the Labor Party in
every area of activity. Whenever a job
needed to be done, he was available.
He was heavily involved in community
activities, including the unemployment
committees and in every structure operating in the area. He was aware that the
underdog needs to be looked after and
he was active in many of those areas.
He never failed to attend meetings and
he initiated many activities. He will
be sadly missed.
Tony understood not only that it is
important to be active in one's locality
and one's party and branch activities,
but also that the culmination of that
contribution is a seat in Parliament
where one can express one's views.
Tony held his views strongly for many
years and wanted to put them on the
record in this place and make a contribution to putting forward Labor Party
policy.
He campaigned hard in an attempt
to win the difficult seat of Noble Park
in 1976 and again in 1979. In 1981
he achieved preselection for Waverley
Province. When Tony called at my
home on election night, he would have
been the happiest man around the place,
and there were many smiling faces in
the Labor Party on 3 April at his having
won the seat. To be struck down with
such an illness at his age-48 yearsis tragic.
Tony Van Vliet was a strong family
man who thought a great deal of his
children; he was a good father. His
mother nursed him extensively during
the later part of his illness. It was a
strain on her and she is to be congratulated on her capacity to look after
him and keep up his spirits in a difficult
time. 1 extend my condolences to Tonyts
wife, Margaret, his children and his
mother.
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Mr KING (Springvale)-Jt is a sad the needs of the underprivileged, and
moment for me to speak to this Par- he fought to establish better quality
liament on the passing of the Honour- services in the Noble Park-Springvale
able Tony Van VUet. I join with the area. I simply indicate that I was conLeaders of the three parties in express- cerned when we first were aware of
ing my condolences. I, together with Tony's illness. A number of us mainthe Treasurer, have known Tony per- tained a regular contact with his office
sonally in the long campaigns in which to ascertain how he was progressing. I
we took part when Bruce was our was very disturbed to realize that he
Federal seat. We were closely asso- was slipping in health.
cia ted as personal friends over a period
Although Tony Van Vliet had differof twenty years, and I know that Tony ent political views to mine, in some
will be sadly missed by all who were areas I admired him very much for his
associated with him, especially those in tenacity. his attention to detail and his
local community organizations and in determination to see a job well done.
the Australian Labor Party. I extend I join in these condolences and express
my sympathy to his children, whom I my thoughts to the members of his
have watched grow up, to his former family.
wife, Margaret, and to his mother who
Mr GRAY (Syndal)-I join with the
cared for him through his long illness.
Premier and other speakers on this
I am sure that those persons here and motion. I first came to know Tony Van
those honourable members who did not Vliet in 1974 when I joined the Ausknow the man have no comprehension tralian Labor Party, and I came to know
of the work that he did, his interest in Tony very well despite the fact that
community affairs and the affairs of he was in a different Federal electorate
people in the areas in which he was to mine. In the normal course of events
vitally concerned. His passing is a loss we would not have seen very much of
to the Labor Party. I join with other each other, but Tony was a tireless
honourable members in expressing my worker for the party. He was in everysympathy to all concerned.
thing going, and his campaigns in 1976
Mr SALTMARSH (Wantirna)-I join and 1979 for the seat of Noble Park
in the motion moved by the Premier and were an inspiration to candidates, such
supported by the Leader of the Oppo- as myself, in realizing the dedication
sition. I am one of the few members needed, and the amount of time and
on the Opposition side of the House who energy that had to be put into a camwould have known Tony Van VUet well. paign. As I said, Tony showed the way
He fought vigorously for the Labor in dedication and hard work in that
Party in the Noble Park area during the area for a number of years.
two previous ejection campaigns. He
Tony Van Vliet was a very private
was well known in the local area for
man
and it took something to get to
his community work. I saw him more
know
him. I regarded myself as a close
particularly as a member of the school
friend
of Tony's, and it is a great shock
council of Monash High School on which
he served for a number of years. He was to all of us, in particular to those who
always courteous when I attended func- knew him well, to have to speak on a
tions at that school and listened to the motion such as this, and I convey my
problems that confronted that school. condolences to his family.
I attended the declaration of Tony"s
He did not attempt to take political
advantage of the situation. I considered poll and it was evident from the speech
that he was genuinely concerned to see he made at the poll that Tony was lookthe advancement of work at that school, ing forward very much indeed to a Parat which he was such a diligent staff liamentary career. Over the years, he
member.
had devoted a considerable amount of
On a number of occasions, I enjoyed thought to the sorts of policies and
lengthy discussions with him on dif- issues that he would be pursuing as a
ferent matters that affected the com- member of Parliament. It seems a parmunity. He displayed a real concern for ticularly cruel twist of fate that, on the
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very day that Tony was to be sworn
in as a member of the Upper House,
he was being operated on for his illness.
Once again I express my sincere condolences to the family.
Mr NORRIS (Noble Park)-As the
member for Noble Park, I should like
to associate myself with this motion because Tony, as has been said, stood for
Noble Park both in 1976 and in 1979,
before contesting W·averley Province.
Noble Park was very much Tony's
territory, and I was conscious of this
when I was preselected to run for the
seat. However, I need not have worried
because Tony provided all the support
and back-up for which any candidate
could have asked. In fact, he became a
very active member of my campaign
committee. He was a prodigious worker,
as has been said.
Politics was his
great passion; he lived, slept and ate
politics. The work that he did in 22
years of membership of the Australian
Labor 'Party was a labour of love.
Tony Van Vliet was born in Holland
and he retained a measure of Dutch
reserve, but when the occasion arose
he was able to let down his hair. I
remember well that on election night
we both listened to the results in a private home 'and then we went to a great
celebration by our supporters in a Noble
Park public hall. On that night Tony
was overjoyed and really let down his
hair. He was overjoyed both for the
Labor Party victory and his own victory
in Waverley Province.
At the declaration of the poll, as the
honourable member for ;Syndal has said,
Tony looked fit, well and very vigorous.
He gave an excellent speech, outlining
how he 'intended to represent the electorate of Waverley Province. He was
surrounded by his loving family, and I
remember it all so vividly. That prize
he worked so long and hard to attain
over the years was cruelly snatched
away from him and, as the honourable
member for Syndal has already said, on
the very day on which he was due to be
sworn in he was already being operated
on for the disease that was too shortly
to take his life.
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He had a loving and caring family.
He was nursed at home until the last
few weeks of his life and, when visiting
him, one could not help but be moved
deeply by the love, affection and attention lavished on him by his mother. It
was moving to be with her and Tony at
these moments.
In the midst of this tragic happening,
Tony was privileged in that he died
surrounded by genuine family love and
for that we can all be eternally grateful.
I convey my deepest sympathy to his
family, and I support the motion.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
Edmunds)-I assisted Tony Van Vliet
over two election campaigns, in 1979
and 1982, and I came to know him quite
well. To be successful in the election
in 1982 and have fate prevent one
from representing the electorate one had
fought so hard to win is certainly a
cruel blow. I express the condolences
of the House to his mother and family.
Particularly to his children, Michael,
Peter and Catherine, I express the sympathy of all members of the Legislative
Assembly.
The motion was agreed to in silence,
honourable members signifying their
unanimous agreement by standing in
their places.
QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

DIRECTOR OF TOURISM
Mr THOMPSON (Leader of the Opposition)-Following another furore over
, another Labor Government appointment,
will the Premier indicate whether Mr
Don Dunstan was appointed to advance
the interests of Victorian tourism or
promote the interests of the Australian
Labor Party? If the former is the case,
will the Premier clearly indicate to
the House what steps he has taken to
ensure that, in future, Mr Dunstan confines his remarks to those designed
to advance the interests of Victorian
tourism?
Mr CAIN (Premier)-I believe Mr
Dunstan was a superb selection for the
post and he has brought flair and vigour
to that position. I have spoken with
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Mr Dunstan about the role he should
play in regard to other matters. He is
well aware of the position he occupies.
As a former Premier of another State,
employed by this Government, he is in
a unique position.
1 do not believe anybody would expect
that, when an election occurred in South
Australia, he would not be asked to
comment on matters which concern the
State he so effectively led for some nine
years. He made that State a model for
others to follow.
He is well aware that he should not
do anything or say anything that involves him in Victorian politics. He is
well aware that his first duty is to the
tourism job, which he fulfils so well
and, like all other public servants,
will not make and has not made any
comment on any political matters involving Victoria. That is the requirement that all public servants fulfil. 1
have no doubt that Mr Dunstan will
fulfil it as well as others fulfil it and
I have the greatest confidence in his
appointment to the tourism job proving
to be a first-class appointment by the
Government.
STATEMENTS BY FORMER FEDERAL
MINISTER
Mr ROSS-EDWARDS (Leader of the
National Party) -I refer to alleged
statements made by the former Federal
Minister, Mr Tony Staley, to both the
Prime Minister and the Victoria Police
Force. In statements made to the Victoria Police Force, he raised grave and
serious matters. Is the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services in a position to tell the House what allegations
have been made and what action has
been taken as a result of those serious
and grave allegations?
Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police
and Emergency Services)-I am aware
that certain complaints have been made
to the Victoria Police about the matter
to which the honourable member refers
and that inquiries are being made into
those complaints: I do not believe it
would be appropriate to add further to
that at this stage.
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GAS CHARGES
Mr ROWE (Essendon)-Has the Treasurer seen reports of the impact of gas
charges on employment in Victoria? If
so, can he inform the House of the factual situation with respect to gas
charges compared with those in other
States?
Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-There have
been a number of outlandish comments
by members of the Opposition in respect
of the Government's policy on gas
prices. It should be known that Victoria is in the position of having the
lowest gas prices not only in Australia
but in the world. It should also be
known that, given the application of
the opportunity cost policy, the Government intends that Victoria will maintain its advantage in respect of gas
prices. That will mean that industry
will still continue to be attracted to
Victoria. It will also mean that, rather
than just the large industrial users getting the benefit of the low price gas,
the people of Victoria generally will
also obtain the benefit.
The end result of the Government's
policy is to increas~ employment in Victoria. It is about time members of the
Opposition stopped making outrageous
statements in respect of gas prices.
CONFLICT OF INTEREST
OF MINISTER
Mr
SALTMARSH
(Wantirna)Has the Premier ascert·ained for himself
that Mr Landeryou, the Minister for
Economic Development and Minister for
Tourism, has declared an interest in a
company called 133 Sydney Road Pty
Ltd and, further, that the honourable
gentleman is currently, as of yesterday,
a director of that company; further, that
133 Sydney Road Pty Ltd is established
for the purpose of carrying on the business of licensed hotel keepers under
the Liquor Control Act 1965'; that 133
Sydney Road Pty Ltd is currently registered with the Liquor Control Commission as the licensee of retail liquor
store operators at a property at 15-17
Northumberland Road, Sunshine?
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
Edmunds)-Order! Questions should be
brief and not loaded with detail. If the
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honourable member wishes to raise this
matter there are plenty of opportunities
in another way. I ask the honourable
member to ask his question as briefly
as he can.
Mr SALTMARSH-In view of the
classic conflict of interest involving the
Minister for Economic Development and
Minister for Tourism, what action will
the Premier now take in this matter?
Mr CAIN (Premier)-I was not aware
of all the matters to which the honourable has referred. If the honourable
member is implying that there is anything improper or that there is a conflict of interest, he should indicate what
that is and I will have the matter investigated.
SHARED TEACHER SCHEME
Mr HANN (Rodney)-Is the Minister
of Education aware of the need throughout many country areas for a shared
teacher scheme to assist in the provision
of specialist teachers such as librarians,
art and craft teachers and physical education teachers? If he is aware of that
need, will he advise the House whether
he intends implementing a scheme and,
if so, what are the details?
Mr FORDHAM (Minister of Education)-The Government is not only
aware of that need, but also made commitments prior to the elections that if
elected to office it would start to move
in this area, which had been neglected
by the Government's predecessor. Many
smaller schools in Victoria hav~ been
denied access to important specialists
in primary schools.
Honourable members will shortly be
informed of details on this matter. In
simple terms, regional directors will be
asked to nominate clusters of schools
within their individual regions that can
be used as pilot projects for the commencement of the programme in 1983.
It is important that smaller schools participate in the use of these important
skills and I look forward to the further
extension of this programme throughout the life of this Parliament.

Questions without Notice
SMALL BUSINESS
Miss CALLISTER (Morwell)-Is the
Treasurer aware of the statements by
the honourable member for Monash Province in another place that the State
Budget was a strategy for the destruction of small businesses and jobs? What
impact will the Budget have on small
businesses?
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
Edmunds)-Order!
The honourable
member's question is out of order. I ask
her to rephrase it. She cannot ask a
question about a matter that is under
debate in another place.
Miss CALLISTER-I ask the Treasurer: What impact will the State Budget
have on small business in this State?
Mr THOMPSON (Leader of the Opposition) -On a point of order, it is obvious that the honourable member for
Morwell is asking for the expression
of an opinion from the Treasurer and,
therefore, the question is out of order.
The SPEAKER-Order! I uphold the
point of order as the framing of the
question was out of order.
CONFLICT OF INTEREST OF
MINISTER
Mr MACLELLAN (Berwick)-I ask a
further question of the Premier following his answer to the question of the
honourable member for Wantirna. Is
the Premier a ware of the conflict of
interest of the Minister responsible for
liquor control legislation who holds
shares and a directorship in a company
that owns a liquor licence? Is the Premier prepared to undertake that he will
investigate the matter and take appropriate action?
Mr CAIN (Premier)-I have already
said that if the honourable member for
Wantirna, the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition or anyone else puts to me
details of the same matter that suggests
a conflict of interest or impropriety, it
will be investigated. I would expect that
some particularity would be given, and
on more than one occasion I have
already invited the Leader of the Opposition in this place and elsewhere to
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say what it is the Opposition is concerned about and it will be considered.
I have already said that, if those matters
are put to the Government, they will be
investigated. That situation still stands.
DRIVERS f LICENCE FEES
Mr HASSETI (Dromana)-Has the
Minister of Transport read or heard of
reports that drivers' licence fees will be
increased to about $91? If so, will he
inform the House of the facts in this
matter?
Mr CRABB (Minister of Transport)I read in the Age newspaper and heard
on the ABC that the fevered imagination
of the Leader of the Opposition seems
to have predicted that drivers' licence
fees will be $91 in six years' time. I am
not sure whether that is an election
promise of the Liberal Party. Disappointed as the Opposition may be, the
Government has not increased licence
fees in the Budget. It is outrageous for
the Opposition to make these outlandish
claims. I do not know what the Leader
of the Opposition has been eating lately,
but obviously he has been having nightmares and he is not looking too well
either. A Bill was introduced into this
House only last week, which provided
for a reduction in licence fees, not an
increase. A six-year licence fee has been
reduced to $54, which is a 10 per cent
decrease.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
Edmunds)-Order! The Minister of
Transport is out of order in debating
a matter that is already before the
House.
Mr CRABH-The honourable member asked about the facts of the matter.
In the legislative measure before the
House, the Government intends to reduce the licence fee to $54 for six years,
instead of the present fee of $60 for six
years, and has no intention of emulating the fevered imagination of the Leader of the Opposition and increasing
those fees even to within cooee of $91.
LASER FACIAL TREATMENT
Mrs PATRICK (Brighton)-Following
recent warnings on laser face-lift treatment, what action has the Minister of
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Consumer Affairs taken to protect the
unsuspecting public aga'inst these practices?
Mr SPYKER (Minister of Consumer
Affairs)-The honourable member for
Brighton is apparently unaware that this
matter is under the jurisdiction of the
Minister of Health.
The SPEAKER-Order! Does the honourable member for Brighton wish to
redirect her question?
Mrs PATRICK (Brighton)-If the
Minister of Consumer Affairs cannot
assist me, I call upon the Minister of
Health to reply to my question.
Mr ROPER (Minister of Health)I do not intend to make any kind of
suggestion to the honourable member
or anyone else that this kind of treatment is required.
The SPEAKER-Order! The honourable gentleman is out of order.
Mr ROPER-A warning was given
some three weeks ago following discussions between the Minister of Consumer
Affairs and myself and our officers.
Mrs Patrick-Why did the Minister
of Consumer Affairs not know about it?
Mr ROPER-The Minister of Consumer Affairs made it clear that the matter
is under the jurisdiction of myself and
the Health Commission and that has
been pointed out to the honourable
member.
The SPEAKER-Order! The Minister
of Health will address the Chair.
Mr ROPER-The legislative framework required to cover these devices
is being prepared within an over-all updating of legislative measures to cover
radiation safety and it is hoped to be
able to introduce this initiative to the
House during this session. It is not
only laser techniques that are of concern. The company distributing the laser
equipment for use in face lifts was required to recall the equipment, and that
is being checked. The Health Commission is in touch with every municipal
council in Victoria and it has requested
councils to check which beauty salons
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have these devices and whether there
are any other similar devices being used
that do not comply with the Australian
standards.
Mrs Patrick-What about warning
the public?
Mr ROPER-The matter was highlighted at a press conference at the
Health Commission some weeks ago
when the commission took action for
the removal of the particular devices
that were dangerous and which did not
comply with requirements. Unfortunately, as in a number of other areas,
existing legislation to deal with the problem is defective and, until Parliament
amends the legislation, all Parliament
can do is to warn the public.
PROTECTED TENANTS
Mr McNAMARA (Benalla)-I ask the
Minister of Consumer Affairs whether
he will assist honourable members,
when debating the Residential Tenancies
(Amendment) Bill, by providing a list
of registered protected tenants.
Mr SPYKER (Minister of Consumer
Affairs)-The register is available at
the Consumer Affairs Bureau and any
honourable member who wishes to view
it any morning is more than welcome
to do so.
HEALTH LEVY
Mr MILLER (Prahran)-Further to
questions asked in the House last week
concerning the out-patients health levy,
will the Minister of Health inform the
House of any further progress in the
matter?
Mr ROPER (Minister of Health)Since last week, discussions have ensued between various members of the
Federal Parliament in Canberra and
there will be further discussions tomorrow. I shall be talking to a number of
senators tomorrow in Canberra to ensure that the proposed Federal legislation is not successful.
NEW TRAINS
Mr MACLELLAN (Berwick)----Can the
Minister of Transport assure the House
that tenders were called before the
placement of an order for a further
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$180 million worth of new suburban
trains, and that the lowest tender was
accepted?
Mr CRABB (Minister of Transport)The Deputy Leader of the Opposition
should be well aware that the Government has extended the contract that was
entered into by him when he was Minister of Transport, the difference being
that on this occasion the Government
will actually have a contract that
specifies performance criteria, whereas
the previous contract did not. It is, not
a new contract; it is an extension and
expansion of an existing contract on
better terms for the taxpayers of this
State than those that existed in the
contract that was entered into by the
previous Government.
MELBOURNE CLUB
DEMONSTRATION
Mr WILTON (Broadmeadows}----Can
the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services advise whether complaints
have been received about police treatment of people who last week at the
Melbourne Club demonstrated against
unemployment? If complaints have been
received, can the Minister inform the
House what action will be taken in this
regard?
Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police
and Emergency Services)-I understand
that complaints were made by a number
of people who were arrested on that
occasion at the time of their arrest.
Those complaints are currently the subject of investigation within the B11
mechanism of the Victoria Police.
Subsequently, further complaints have
been brought forward by letter from the
Builders Labourers Federation and the
Unemployed Workers Union. Among
other matters specified in the letter from
the Unemployed Workers Union is the
procedure for dealing with complaints.
I have referred those two letters
through the department to the police
for comment.
It is well known that, at the time
of the election earlier this year, the
then Opposition-now the Government
-campaigned on the proposition that
changes should be made in the procedure
for dealing with complaints against the
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I regret that the Acting AttorneyGeneral for the Commonwealth, Mr
Brown, telexed the States on Thursday
or Friday saying that the Commonwealth was going ahead despite the
desires of the States. Progress had been
made to reach a consensus or a common
The Chief Commissioner of Police view about the form that the commisindicated in his recent report to Par- sion should take to serve the best inliament that he, too, favours changes terests of all the Commonwealth.
being made in the system for dealing
I believe it is the view of the States
with complaints against the police and
the possible movement of an element that the only way the commission will
of the responsibility for dealing with work adequately is if it has the sum
those complaints outside the ambit of total of the powers of both the Commonthe Police Force.
wealth and the States in this area. I will
endeavour to strive to that end and I
believe it is the common wish of the
PROPOSED CRIMES COMMISSION
States to do likewise. I believe it is the
Mr LIEBERMAN {Benambra)-I refer wish of the Acting Federal Attorneythe Premier to the announcement made General to do likewise. The next meetlast week by the Commonwealth Gov- ing at which discussions were to be
ernment that it intends to proceed with taken up again was Friday, 5 November
the establishment of a crimes commis- which is not far away. I will do all I
sion. Will the Premier now instruct him- can to ensure that the proposal develself, in his capacity as Attorney-General, oped three or four weeks ago is
to inform the Commonwealth and the advanced at that meeting.
Prime Minister that the State of Victoria
will proceed forthwith to support the
SEED GRAIN
Commonwealth in its initiative so that
the crimes commission can be estabMr McGRATH (Lowan)-I address
lished for the benefit of the nation and a question to the Minister for Local
the State?
Government representing the Minister
Mr CAIN (Premier)-This matter has of Agriculture. Has a submission been
been the subject of discussion for some prepared by the Victorian Government's
time, as the honourable member would Drought Advisory Committee to place
be well aware. At a meeting on 24 Sep- before the Federal Government requesttember between the State police Min- ing a subsidy for seed grain requireisters and Attorneys-General and the ments for farmers who are unable to
Commonwealth police Minister and produce sufficient seed for next winter's
Attorney-General, it was decided that planting? If a submission has not been
further work should take place at officer prepared at this stage by the commit·
level to develop a proposition that has tee, will the Minister take up this
been put by Victoria. It received favour- matter with the relevant Minister in
able response from all the States and another place?
the Commonwealth.
Mr WlLKES (Minister for LocaJ
Government)
-No submission has been
I believe that is still the view of
the States, and from discussions I had prepared by the Victorian Government,
with both State Attorneys-General and nor has any application been made to
some Premiers on Friday, I understand the Federal Government for seed wheat
that is still their view. They believe to be considered as a core item for
that the States and the Commonwealth drought relief. However, the Drought
should work to reach a proposition Advisory Committee has given the
about which there is accord. There is matter full consideration. In fact. it is
not total accord on the matters raised stilI under consideration by that com ..
by the Commonwealth, for reasons that mittee. In the meantime, 'the honourare well known to the House.
able member would be aware that the
police. Two months ago, I initiated discussions with the Ombudsman about
this matter. He has subsequently given
me a report on the matter, and that
is currently the subject of further discussion.
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Commonwealth Government could include seed wheat as a core item of its
own volition without any reference to
the Victorian Government, at is has with
other items.
ALCOHOL AT CRICKET MATCHES
Mr SEITZ (Keilor)-Can the Minister

for Youth, Sport and Recreation inform
the House what action has been taken
about drinking of beer at major cricket
matches during this finanCial year?
Mr TREZISE (Minister for Youth,
Sport and Recreation) -That matter has
been discussed with the cricket authorities in recent months and they intend
to bring the matter into line with the
procedures followed at Victorian Football League games, which has proved
to be a resounding success. The cricket
authorities have agreed to accept this
procedure, subject to the Liquor Control
Commission giving approval for booths
on a Sunday so that liquor can be available to people who desire to purchase it,
two cans at a time with the tops off
the cans.
PAY-ROLL TAX
RAMSA Y (Balwyn)-Can

the
Treasurer advise what progress the
Commissioner of Pay-roll Tax has made
in resolving the major problems created
for industry by his circular of 10 August
which have led the Government to defer
twice the operative date of that circular? Can honourable members expect a
further circular in the near future, and
will the Treasurer, in the spirit of freedom of information for which his Government is claiming some credit, make
available to the House the legal opinions
received by the commissioner on this
matter?
Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-The honourable member would know that the
reason for the problem in this area is
that the previous Government introduced proposed legislation which did not
define precisely the benefits for the purposes of the Pay-roll Tax Act. The
f~rmer Treasurer should know that positIOn. The Government has had discussions with the Victorian Chamber of
Manufactures and others on the appropriate definitions to apply under the
Mr
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Act, and it is most unfortunate that the
previous Government did not clearly
think out this position before introducing proposed legislation in the House.
That is the reason why there have had
to be discussions on the complexity of
the Act. Those discussions have been
progressing and we are hopeful that we
will be able to reach agreement with
the Victorian Chamber of Manufactures
on the application of the Act.
EMERGENCY HOUSING UNIT
Mr MeCUTCHEON (St Kilda)-Will

the Minister of Housing advise when
the emergency housing unit will become
operational?
Mr CATHIE (Minister of Housing)A heavy demand exists for emergency
housing and, so far as I am aware, all
units are completely full. With the
vacancy rate in the private rental sector
running at 1 per cent-or below in
some areas-it is anticipated that
demand will continue to grow in the
future. That being the case, the State
Government has decided to establish an
emergency housing unit designed to coordinate emergency housing services in
the State, administer the funding of
those services, organize the purchase of
such accommodation and plan the development of the services.
The emergency housing unit is
managed by voluntary agencies and not
by the Ministry of Housing. When the
Liberal Party was in Government, it included the setting up of an emergency
housing unit in its Budget. However,
nothing happened. On assuming office,
the Labor Government advertised
three pOSitions, and staff is currently
being appointed to the unit.
Funds for emergency housing come
from a number of sources and I am keen
to ascertain from the Commonwealth
Government whether better integration,
not only of funding, but also of administration of these se·rvices, can be
achieved. Commonwealth-State agreement funds cover the cost of staff and
recurrent costs. The crisis accommodation programme provides capital
funding and the Ministry of Housing is
currently investigating the feasibility of
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a bond relief scheme designed to
help families to move out of emergency
housing into private rental accommodation. It is anticipated that the new
emergency housing unit will be fully
operational by the end of 1982.
DROUGHT
Mr BROWN (Westernport)-My question is directed to the Minister for Local
Government, representing the Minister
of Agriculture. I refer to the representations received by the State Government about the opening up of national
parks for grazing purposes for droughtaffected stock. Will the Victorian Government make national parks available
for this purpose? If so, when will this
occur and under what conditions? If
not, why not?
Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-I am not aware of any intention of the Government at this stage
to open up national parks for grazing
because of drought conditions. I will
bring the question to the notice of
the Minister of Agriculture for his consideration.
RETROSPECTIVE TAXATION
LEGISLATION
Mr JASPER (Murray Valley)-I refer
the Premier to the retrospective tax
legislation proposed by the Federal Government and supported by the Prime
Minister. Does the Premier support the
action of the Prime Minister on this
occasion and, if so, what action does
he intend to take to indicate his support?
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
Edmunds)-Order! The question is out
of order; the Premier has no responsibility in this matter.
Mr MaclelIan-What about as Minister for Federal Affairs?
The SPEAKER-Order! I ask the honourable member for Murray Valley to
rephrase the question.
Mr JASPER-In accordance with your
remarks, Mr Speaker, I will redirect the
question to the Minister for Federal
Affairs.
The SPEAKER-I ask that the honourable member rephrase the question.

19 October 1982

ASSEMBLY

1131

Mr JASPER-I direct my question to
the Minister for Federal Affairs and
refer to the retrospective tax legislation
proposed by the Federal Government
and supported by the Prime Minister.
Does the Minister support the Prime
Minister in this proposed legislation? If
so, what action is he taking to indicate
his support to the Prime Minister?
Mr CAIN (Minister for Federal
Affairs)-I believe, had strong action
been taken on one or two occasions
three or four years ago and an example
set, the current situation would not
exist. That is the heart of the matter.
I am aware of two published versions
of the proposed legislation. I will consider the matter when a final Bill is introduced and make a decision at that
time on the Victorian Government's response.
STATE WARDS
Mr POPE (Monbulk)-Will the Minister for Community Welfare Services
advise the House what action the Government has taken to implement its commitment to a yearly review of all children in State wardship?
Mrs TONER (Minister for Community
Welfare Services)-The honourable
member for Monbulk raises an important matter relating to children in wardShip who, until recently, were often left
in a state of limbo. Their wardship was
an indefinite sentence because it was
not evaluated each year.
The Labor Party came to office with
a commitment to proceed with annual
wardship reviews. By 31 January 1983,
processes will be set in train whereby
an annual review of all wards of the
State wi1l occur. These processes will
include a manual of guardianship field
services which will be released shortly
by my department to all parents of
wards, foster parents and field workers.
We have also set up case planning procedures for annual reviews, and these
will be in operation by the end of January 1983.
In addition, we have made provision
for staffing. Despite its stated commitment in this area, the former Government was never able to find the neces-
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sary staffing. We will redeploy nine staff
members and find five additional positions by virtue of a Treasurer's allocation. We have also established an
adequate central records system.
Further, we have been considering the
establishment of an independent appeals
tribunal. Meanwhile, steps have been
taken to circulate a pamphlet so that
parents of wards are left in no doubt
as to their rights and the processes that
are available to them for appeal either
to the regional superintendent, the
director-general or the courts.
VICTORIAN FLAG
Mr RICHARDSON (Forest Hill)1 ask the Premier: Is the Government
considering the removal of the Union
Jack from the Victorian flag; if so, why,
and is it also intended to remove the
crown from the flag?
Mr CAIN (Premier)-I know nothing
of the matters to which the honourable
member has referred.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS
Mr FOGARTY (Sunshine)-What is
the Government's attitude to triennial
municipal council elections? If there is
to be a change, when does the Minister
intend introducing the necessary Bill and
when does he think it will be passed
and become law?
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
Edmunds)-Order! The latter part of
the question is out of order.
Mr W1LKES (Minister for Local
Government) -The Government is firmly committed to the principle of triennial elections for local government in
this State. In fact, that principle was introduced into the Melbourne Corporation (Election of Council) Bill that was
passed by this Parliament. The Melbourne City Council election on 4 December will be conducted on the basis
of a triennial period.
The recommendation for a triennial
period came from BaiO's. The Government has consulted with the Municipal
Association of Victoria in respect of it.
1 would anticipate the introduction to
coincide with the next Melbourne City
Council election in 1985 and to keep
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that council in kilter with local government across the board. Prior to' that,
consultation will take place between
local government units and the Municipal Association of Victoria in respect
of the application of triennial elections.
COUNTRY FIRE AUTHORITY AND
URBAN FIRE BRIGADES REPORT
Mr AUSTIN (Ripon)-I ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services
whether he has yet received the report
of the committee of inquiry into the
Country Fire Authority and urban fire
brigades. If he has, will he make that
rE:port available so that. consideration
can be given to the findings of that
report before any of its recommendations are implemented?
Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police
and Emergency Services) -I expect that
the report will be available to me towards the end of the current month.
When it is, further consideration will
be given to the question of how the
opportunity for comment on the part
of· all interested members of the community can best be arranged.
HOUSING
Mr WALLACE (Gippsland South)I refer the Minister of Housing to a
scheme announced by him and the
Premier in September concerning the
setting aside of $15 million to buy
houses not required by State Government authorities. 1 ask the Minister
whether the surplus railway houses at
Yarram will be purchased by his Ministry and be made available under the
recently-announced scheme.
Mr CATHIE (Minister of Housing)I certainly will investigate the suggestion of purchasing the houses at Yarram.
1 indicate that the Government, in
seekin~ to add considerablY to its public
rental housing stock, has had considerable success not only in negotiations
with the Commonwealth Government
for the return of Department of Defence
housing, which is no longer required,
but also with State Government instrumentalities. such as VicRail and the
Country Roads Board.
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In the case of VicRail, any house that
it owns must first be offered to its
employees, and only if it is not required
for that purpose can it be handed on
to the Railway Construction and Property Board for offer to the Ministry of
Housing. If that housing is in an area
of established need, and meets existing
guidelines, then we can proceed to negotiate.

also for the relocation and development
of Lionel Hall, an additional community
school operating in the Brunswick area.
We will be relocating the regional office
of the Education Department from that
site and, in addition, a language centre
will be provided. I am very pleased that
we will at last be able to gain the use
of this important resource for the
benefit of the education system.

MILLER'S ROPE WORKS
Mr GAVIN (Coburg)-Can the Minister of Education inform the House of
the Government's intention regarding
the site of Miller's rope works in
Dawson Street, Brunswick, which is in
the heart of the electorate of the Minister of Health?
Mr FORDHAM (Minister of Education)-This site was purchased some
years ago by the previous Government
for nearly $4 million. It is a matter of
regret that very little was done to further develop and use that site over that
period since the purchase, despite the
significant amount of money involved
in acquiring it.
Following my appointment to office,
I immediately requested a small
working party, comprising the regional
director of education to that area, a
representative from the Building Operations Division of the Education Department, and the local member, to advise
me on the best use of that site. I am
very pleased to say that the group has
reached agreement and has made a
recommendation, which I have since
adopted. The major portion of the site
will be used for the development of
Brunswick Technical School and for the
Sydney Road Community School, and
reference is made to this in the works
programme announced in Parliament
last week.
I know that many honourable members will be well aware of the very
poor conditions in which Brunswick
Technical School has had to operate
over many years, and I am delighted
that we can take steps to overcome that.
There will be a sale of the surplus
land from that site, and those funds will
be used for the development of the
schools to which I have referred, and

STATE TAXES AND CHARGES
Mr THOMPSON (Leader of the
Opposition) -Following the statement
made by the Minister of Transport in
answer to a previous question, did the
Treasurer include in Budget Document
No. 5 a statement that State taxes and
charges would in future be indexed
on an inflationary basis? If he did, does
this apply to all State taxes and charges?
If not, which ones will be exempt?
Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-The statement in the Budget document referred
to those Government charges which
range across the whole spectrum. In
respect of public transport matters, no
specific commitment has been made.
LIITLE BLUE BOOK
Or COGHILL (Werribee)-Has the
Minister of Health seen reports of a
publication called the Little Blue Book?
If so, can he inform the House as to the
Victorian Government's connection with
the publication of this book?
Mr ROPER (Minister of Health)Over the week-end I was asked by a
Mrs Tighe to take action in relation to
this matter. I consulted with my
colleague, the Minister for Youth, Sport
and Recreation, who has the responsibility in the Government sense to deal
with the Youth Affairs Council of Victoria. The publication that Mrs Tighe
was objecting to was-Honourable members interjecting.

Mr ROPER-I am not commenting on
a publication by Mrs Tighe.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
Edmunds)-Order! Interjections are out
of order.
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Mr ROPER-The Youth Affairs
Council of Victoria receives a grant
from the Ministry for Youth, Sport
and Recreation and then has the
responsibility as to how that is used.
That organization is made up of many
worthy groups in the community. The
various church and youth groups which
make up a broadly representative group
of people representing the major youth
and community organizations in the
State have produced this booklet. There
can be debates about the wording of the
booklet, but that is a matter for those
organizations rather than the Government.
In my area of interest, however, the
publication contains a lot of useful
information, for instance, where family
planning services and other services can
be obtained. There needs to be far more
information available for young people
about where health services can be obtained.
PETITION
The Clerk-I have received the
following petition for presentation to
Parliament:
Lilydale Cemetery
To

THE HONOUABLE THE SPEAKER AND MEMBERS
OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY IN PARLIAMENT
ASSEMBLED:

This petition of the undersigned citizens of
Victoria, respectfully showeth that:
(l) The proposal for a cemetery, situ ated

at the corner of Victoria and Nelson
Roads, LiIlydale, is opposed by the undersigned.
(2) The undersigned are opposed to any
re-zoning of the land on which the aforesaid property is located, which would
enable the cemetery project to go ahead.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that
the Government of Victoria will ensure that
no cemetery will be established on the above
property in the North Riding of the Shire of
Lillydale.

Petition

PAPERS
The following papers" pursuant to the
directions of several Acts of Parliament,
were laid on the table by the Clerk:
Dietitians Registration Board-Report and
Statement of Accounts for the year 1980-8l.
Historic Buildings Preservation Council-Report
for the year 1981-82.
Industrial Training Commission-Report for the
year 1980-81-Ordered to be printed.
Planning Appeals Board-Report for the period
ended 30 June 1982.
Statutory Rules under the following Acts:
Abattoir and Meat Inspection Act 1973-Nos.
354, 357.
Cluster Titles Act 1974-No. 363.
Education Service Act 1981-No. 359.
Farm Produce Merchants and Commission
Agents Act 1965-No. 350.
Government Employees Housing Authority
Act 1981-No. 361.
Marine Act 1958-No. 338.
Marketing of Primary Products Act 1958Nos. 346, 347.
Milk and Dairy Supervision Act 1958-No.
355.
Parliamentary Salaries and Superannuation
Act 1OO8-No. 362.
Poisons Act 1962-No. 345.
Police Regulation Act 1958-No. 367.
Port of Melbourne Authority Act 1958-No.
360.
Protection of Animals Act 1966-No. 358.
Public Service Act 1974-No. 337, PSD Nos.
189, 191, 194, 197.
RaCing Act 1958-No. 366.
Second-hand Dealers Act 1958-Nos. 364,
365.
Seeds Act 1971-No. 349.
Stock (Artificial Breeding) Act 1962-Nos.
351 to 353.
Stock Diseases Act 1968-No. 356.
Transfer of Land Act 1958-No. 332.
Valuation of Land Act 196Q-No. 344.
Vegetation and Vine Diseases Act 1958-No.
348.
Town and Country Planning Act 1961-Melbourne Metropolitan Planning Scheme,
Amendment Nos. 94, 160 (Part 2A), 182 (Part
1), 198, 219 (five papers).
VictOrian College of the Arts-Report of the
Council for the year 1981; together with
Statutes approved by the Governor in Council during the year 1981.

HOUR OF MEETING
Mr FORDHAM (Minister of Education) -I move:

And your petitioners as in duty bound will
ever pray.

That, tomorrow, Mr Speaker do take the
Chair at 12 noon.

By Mr McDonald (268 signatures)

In brief explanation, I inform the House
that the funeral arrangements for the
late member of the Legislative Council,
Mr Tony Van Vliet, are such that those

It was ordered that the petition be laid
on the table.
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honourable members who wish to attend
the funeral will be late back to the
House and, in discussion with the
Leaders of the parties, I have negotiated for the Legislative Assembly to
commence sitting at 12 noon rather than
1 p.m. on that day. I hope the House
will agree to those proposed arrangements.
Mr
KENNETT
(Burwood)-The
Opposition is happy to comply with the
Government in its request to pay
respects to the late Mr Van VJiet and
to allow honourable members, particularly those on the Government party
benches, the opportunity of attending
his funeral.
The motion was agreed to.
POUNDS (AMENDMENT) BILL
The debate (adjourned from October
5) on the motion of Mr Wilkes (Minister for Local Government) for the
second reading of this Bill was resumed.
Mrs PATRICK (Brighton)-This Bill
has several aims. It prescribes fees, including sustenance fees and trespass
rates and it includes goats in the Act,
which formerly were not included. It
also covers expenses reasonably incurred in conveying or driving stock to the
pound or in making arrangements for
cattle or goats to be driven to the
pound.
It increases the penalties under sections 29 and 30 of the principal Act to
not more than five penalty units. If
fees are to be prescribed, the Opposition
welcomes the use of penalty units as
this method was introduced by the former Liberal Government and seems a
more sensible way of dealing with the
matter than by constantly amending
legislation to increase fees.
The Bill provides for imprisonment
for a term of not more than one month.
Previously the term was six months. It
is interesting to note that reference to
"with or without hard labour" will be
deleted from the Act. The Act must
be extremely old to provide that for killing cattle one could be forced to go to
prison and perhaps carry out hard
labour.
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The Opposition does not oppose the
measure. However, it points out that
local government is an equal partner in
government and, under the Dog Act, has
the right to set its own fees. It seems
curious that the Government has chosen
to have these fees prescribed and that
local government will not have a discretion to set its own fees.
It has been pointed out in discussions
among the Opposition that the inclusion
of transport fees could be onerous. A
council might decide to transport trespassing cattle to a pound which would
mean driving those cattle some miles,
for which the expense may not be
warranted. These matters will be watched by the Opposition.

I reiterate that it seems anomalous
that local government is not being given
the opportunity of setting its own fees.
Municipal councils in rural Victoria
know what the problems are and what
fees would be appropriate for these
types of matters.
The inclusion of goats in the Act is
timely, as goats, particularly angora
goats, are now valuable. However, proposed section 27 (lA) (b) (ii), as contained in clause 3, provides that the
occupier may destroy a goat upon ob~
taining an authority in writing signed
by two justices. This appears not only
onerous but also to give the goat a
grand status. It takes two medical practitioners to declare a human being incapable of managing his or her own
affairs and the same weight is apparently given to the goat. In addition,
the written authority signed by two
justices applies only to goats and not
to cattle. On my trips through rural
Victoria I have seen many valuable
beasts. However, under this Bill it
appears that a goat is more valuable
than a very good bull.
One would have thought the permission in writing of one justice of the
peace would have been ample and that
that provision would also include other
cattle that might be just as valuable as,
if not more valuable that goats.
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In conclusion, the Opposition does
not oppose the Bill, but those members
of the Opposition who represent rural
areas will monitor closely the operation of the Bill.
Mr McNAMARA (Benalla)~The Bill,
when enacted, will effect a number of
major changes to the Pounds Act 1958,
which led to the establishment of
pounds by municipal councils for the
impounding of wandering stock and
which allowed each council to appoint
a pound keeper, who must be paid by
salary and not by fees.
In future, impounded stock will not
be released until the pound fees and
trespass fees are paid. Stock: that is
found wandering on private property
can also be impounded. The municipality concerned will be able to sell that
stock by auction to recover the fees
and rates owing. In other circumstances
the stock can be slaughtered and the
carcasses sold.
In his explanatory second-reading
speech, the Minister for Local Government outlined four major changes to
the Act. The first change is the recovery of expenses involved in either
the conveying or driving of stock to
the pound. In the past, those persons
who have delivered stock to a pound
area have had to incur the transportation costs. Financial recompense will
be of advantage to those persons who
either drive or transport stock that is
found wandering on either roads or
private property.
The second change will mean that
stray goats will be treated in the same
way as stray sheep and cattle are
treated. In the past, goats that were
found wandering on either public roads
or private property could be destroyed
in the same way that pigs and geese
have been destroyed. Following representations from the Angora Mohair Association of Australia Ltd, that provision
has been restricted. Although wandering goats can be destroyed, when the
Bill is passed, the signed authorization
of two justices of the peace will be
required for the destruction of trespassing goats that cannot be either captured or impounded. The position of
goats will be elevated because, where-
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as in the past the signed authorization
of only one justice of the peace was
required, the signed authorization of
two justices of the peace will be required for the destruction of a goat
that may be a particular problem. A
goat will be destreyed only if it cannot
be either captured or impounded and
is therefore causing difficulties.
Prior to this debate, I asked the
Parliamentary Counsel to draft an
. amendment. I am foreshadowing an
amendment that, if accepted, will mean
that the signed authorization of only
one justice of the peace will be required
for the destruction of a goat that is
found wandering on either public roads
or private property. It is to be hoped
that the Government will accept that
amendment.
It should be noted that many persons
in smaller country districts who are
justices of the peace also occupy civic
positions, and the signing of a warrant
for destruction of a goat puts added
pressure on those persons. Whichever
way those persons act, they upset
someone somewhere. Perhaps the Government could have given a little more
thought to avoiding placing that onus
on those persons whose authorizations
are required.
An Honourable Member-It is a
burden of public office.
Mr McNAMARA-It is a burden of
public office, but it is one that many
persons who hold public office would
sooner avoid, espeCially when they are
dealing with persons who are not criminals. This is dealing only with the
fact that there is a straying animal,
and a warrant for destruction of an
animal is being imposed.
The Bill also provides fees that will
be fixed by regulation. As the honourable member for Brighton mentioned,
this was introduced by the previous
Government and it will save the time
of continually updating the legislation
in the future. There is a change from
a fee of $100 to five penalty units, which
currently amounts to $500 and the
period of imprisonment for breach of
the offence has been reduced from six
months to one month.

Pounds (Amendment) Bill

Finally, the amendment will permit a
municipal council to appoint the first
available day for the sale of impounded
stock. This will give to local government a little more leeway in determining an appropriate time at which stock
will be sold, and in ensuring that the
various fees that have to be recovered
are recovered.
In general terms, the National Party
supports the Bill. One query it has concerns the position of a justice of the
peace, and I ask the Minister whether
he will address that matter when he
joins the debate.
Mr SMITH (Warrnambool)-I should
like to speak briefly to this Bill. Although
the spirit of the measure is good, it
probably does not go far enough. Most
members of this place would have had
the experience to realize that municipalities find that they can administer this
sort of provision themselves without any
reference to Parliament.

I should have thought that the opportunity might have been taken by the
Government, having been alerted to
this matter by the Angora Mohair Association of Australia Ltd, to totally review
the legislation with a view to handing
over the powers completely to individual
municipalities. I do not think there
would be any objection to that being
done. In fact it could be considered between here and another place by the
Minister for Local Government, with
that expression of view from myself,
with some experience in rural matters
and representations from rural people.
One of the most important aspects
that the Bill has not addressed is the
capacity of private citizens or farmers
to report animals in off-duty periods
so that they can be removed from the
roads. There has been a lot of controversy, and many accidents have been
caused by straying animals on the roads.
I, and other public-spirited citizens who
are concerned, have tried to report straying stock on roads in off hours, but I
have found that if one knows the shire
ranger or one of the shire officers in
the rural community, it is all right, but
on a Saturday or Sunday afternoon,
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which is the period of gravest potential
hazard because of the number of people
driving, one cannot find these people
and, generally, in municipalities no provision is made for emergency numbers.
Often they are listed in the telephone
book but there is no recorded message
service or anything like that.
I direct the Minister's attention to the
growing need for an off hours emergency
service to be available, particularly in
the interests of road safety, for reporting
straying animals. The answer has
always been to increase the penalty for
straying stock, but no matter how the
onus of penalty is increased, the risk
will not be removed. More stress will
be caused to the animal without removing the risk.
I understand that people who have'
angora or mohair goats will be
eager to ha ve this Bill passed, but
let me acquaint the House of a personal experience with a feral goat.
Some years ago, the abattoir at Camperdown was bringing down from
Central Australia feral goats for
slaughter, Many of the feral goats
escaped and wandered around the district. Approximately three years after
these goats were being brought from
Central Australia, my children came
home one Sunday afternoon. They told
me that there was an animal in the
centre of my farm that resembled a lion
with horns. Naturally, I was quick to
explore that report and, much to my
amazement, I found the largest feral
billy goat I had ever seen, with an
enormous mane and enormous horns.
It did not resemble any goat I had seen
before.
My first instinct was to muster the
animal into my sheep-yards, which are
extremely good sheep-yards, and I
then tried to telephone the municipal
pound keeper and the ranger to ascertain what I should do. They were unavailable and, when I eventually contacted them, I was advised to shoot
the anim'al.
I was eager to do that, because it
had charged me and put me over several fences, so I too~ the rifle to
shoot it and found that the goat was
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missing. It could be missing only as
a result of scrambling over a minimum
of three sheep-yards and three very
good fences.
That illustrates to honourable members that a, feral goat knows no bounds.
Perhaps that is not serious, but for the
fact that feral goats are renowned for
their capacity to have and transmit
zoonoses diseases; tuberculosis and Q
fever notable amongst them. This sort
of event is bound to occur again as
meat works bring these animals from
the outback, and I should like the Minister to consider making a distinction
between feral goats and angora and
mohair goats. Most country people are
capable of making that distinction and.
being in no doubt about what sort of
goat it was, had I been certain about
my authority. I would have shot the
goat first and removed the risk. had
there been any with the particular
animal, of spreading tuberculosis or
any other zoonoses disease.
The fact that they carry zoonoses
diseases can be established because a
number of workers at the abattoir at
Camperdown contracted Q fever. There
should be a distinction between feral
goats and the treatment they receive
and the more domesticated goats such
as angora or mohair goats. I commend
that point to the attention of the
Minister.
As to the shooting of an animal
where the permission of a justice of
the peace is required. that refers only
to a ferocious bull, not just any bull.
One cannot go to the nearest justice of
the peace and get permission to shoot
a stray bull. It must be a ferocious
animal' and a similar provision should
apply to feral goats. As the honourable
member for Benalla said, the requirement for two justices of the peace is
absurd; one is even unnecessary in the
case of feral goats.
I urge the Minister to consider the
points I have raised, particularly with
regard to the road hazard I mentioned
and the capacity of municipalities to
have a reporting service, and whether
the legislation can be left in their hands
rather than our hands.
Mr Smith
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Mr McGRATH
(Lowan)-In his
second-reading speech. the Minister for
Local Government said that under the
regulations people who are impounding
stock will be eligible for some remuneration for that. The drought
situation in my electorate has caused
many animals to stray out on to highways and minor roads. Although certainly a pound may be the best place to
put these animals for safekeeping, it
may also encourage the impounding of
stock that would be better off if their
owners were found and requested to
take them back into the paddock.

These sorts of things could also
happen where ill-feeling existed between property owners. A property
owner, seeing stray animals on the
road, may decide to cash in on the
provisions of this proposed legislation,
place the animals in a pound and
receive the benefit of the expenses of
doing so. That matter needs to be
watched. It has not been spelt out
whether the reimbursement will be
made by the State Government or
whether the municipalities will be expected to reimburse the people who
place stock in the poundkeeper's control.
The second aspect relating to goats
has been outlined. I certainly support
this aspect of the proposed legislation
that allows goats to be removed from
a list that included pigs and geese.
Under the previous legislation, a person
was allowed to destroy goats, but under
this measure goats may not be destroyed indiscriminately.
As the Minister for Local Government said in his second-reading speech,
the Angora Mohair Association of Australia Ltd has pushed strongly for this
provision. Many people in the Wimmera
are engaged in the angora goat industry,
which has developed into a strong in~
dustry over the past ten years, and
significant improvements have been
carried out in the herds and stud animals. Recently I opened the angora
goat sale which is conducted annually
at Horsham, and I know that the stud
breeders put a tremendous amount of
work into improving their flocks, and
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pay high prices for various animals
because they want to improve the
quality of the animals and produce
mohair fibre. That fibre is widely used in
the fashion garment industry, either as
an individual fibre or worsted with
other fibres to make up garments. Mrs
Moira Sudoltz, the President of the
Wimmera Angora Breeders Association,
and her committee at Horsham have
been striving continually to improve the
quality of mohair and the standard of
animals in their keeping.
I take up the matter raised by the
honourable member for Warrnambool
of feral goats. I support the honourable member's suggestion that, while
the measure is between here and another place, the Minister should consider establishing a way of distinguishing between domestic and feral
animals. The honourable member for
Warrnambool referred to an experience
he had when feral goats escaped from
meat works.
There are many feral goats in the
Little Desert and the Big Desert in the
western and north-western parts of Victoria. Some distinction should be made
between domestic and wild animals in
those situations. In many cases,
shooters who are destroying feral
goats
are
doing
a
service to
the community and to the native
areas in which the animals live.
These animals are destructive and if
they are allowed to breed without some
control, it will not be long before they
reach plague proportions. That situation has occurred in the past with
kangaroos and emus and should not
be allowed to occur with goats. The
honourable member for Warrnambool
referred to feral goats as carriers of
tuberculosis and Q fever. When the
Donald meat works were operating, a
number of feral goats were brought
down from New South Wales to be
slaughtered for pet food and at that
time there was an outbreak of Q fever.
I reiterate that some sort of distinction
m~st be made between domestic and
feral goats.
The honourable member for Benalla
has foreshadowed that he will move
an amendment to remove the require-
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ment that two justices of the peace
must sanction the disposal of a particular animal. That requirement does
appear ludicrous and I, with other
members of the National Party, intend
supporting the proposed amendment. I
support other aspects of the measure.
I appreciate the recognition in it of
the importance of angora goats and
the mohair industry. This industry is
strong and supports the incomes of
many people. It plays a significant role
in the economy of the State.
Mr BURGIN (Polwarth)-I refer to
the problem of feral goats and support
the remarks of the honourable member
for Warrnambool and the points he
made about the feral billy goat. It
would be very wise for the Government, when examining the situation, to.
bear in mind that in the past, and no
doubt in the future, many feral goats,
especially nanny goats, were sold in
Victoria as breeding stock. The problem arises: When is a goat a feral
or a domestic goat? Many problems
connected with goats have occurred at
various times, sometimes in this House.
Anv legislative measure intending to
differentiate between domestic and
feral goats will face a tremendous
problem.

I agree with the honourable member
for Warrnambool that many feral
goats are carriers of disease and that
it is dangerous for these goats to be
mixing with other farm stock. I understand that some feral goats can be
mated with domestic goats to obtain
a breeding stock-for example, angoras.
The Government will need to examine
closely any decisions that are made.
The honourable member for Lowan
mentioned the transportation of stock
to the pound. In practice, this is often
the transportation of a poor type of
animal that must be impounded. Unless
I have misunderstood a matter contained in the Bill, I believe it does not
state who is responsible to pay for the
transport. In many cases the proceeds
of the sale of the animal \vill not cover
the costs of the poundkeeper, administration charges or the transport of the
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animal to the pound. Often vast distances are covered. If the municipality
intends paying the transport fee to the
impounder of the stock, it will not be
happy. If the Government intends taking over that charge, it should understand what it is enterin~ into. Does it
expect the owner of the -animal that is
impounded to pay those charges? The
fact is that the owner of that animal
will never be found.
Once again, I am endeavouring to
alert the Government to some of the
problems involved in this aspect of the
amendment to the principal Act. In
general, 1 do not object to the tenor
of the amendments to the principal
Act, but the provisions of the Act
should also apply to other animals.
Goats should be brought into line with
other animals. I emphasize that the
Government should examine the problem that arises when feral goats are
sold as domesticated animals because
it is just as big a problem. The Government should be aware of exactly
what its position is in respect of the
charges for taking stock to the pound.
Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government) -I thank honourable members for their contributions and the
matters they raised on this Bill, which
provides some protection for breeders
of particular types of goats in this
State, and especially the matter raised
by the honourable member for Warrnambool about feral goats and the
problem that may be encountered with
disease-ridden goats that cause problems in the lowlands.
The honourable member for Benalla
foreshadowed that he would move an
amendment. As he is aware, the provision for the signatures of two justices
in cases of the destruction of stock was
taken from the principal Act and placed
into the amending Bill. Where a ferocious bull must be destroyed, the
signatures of two justices are needed
before that can occur. To remove that
provision from the sequence of events
would not be advisable. No reason
exists why the signatures of two justices should not be required in the case
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of the destruction of a goat as has
been defined in the proposed legislation,
or a ferocious bull.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was read a second time and
committed.
Clauses I and 2 were agreed to.
Clause 3 (Provisions in respect of
goats)
Mr McNAMARA (8enalla)-The proposed amendment which has been circulated in my name and which 1 had
intended to move reads as follows:
Clause 3, 'page 4, lines 11 and 12 omit "two
justices whether acting together or separately"
and insert "justice".

The point raised by the Minister for
Local Government is relevant, but proposed amendments before the Committee should keep in line with the
body of the Bill. 1 suggest to the Minister that further consideration should
be given to the provision in the Bill for
two Justices and to the possibility of
subsequently amending both sections.
Earlier honourable members discussed
the requirement of the signatures of
two justices for the destruction of
stock. Examples were given that one
justice can commit a man for trial,
issue a warrant for arrest and carry
out other matters. The Bill is a little
out of kilter in that respect. The Minister has already brought many sections
of the principal Act up to date, such
as the provisions dealing with fines,
so I am prepared not to move the
amendment that I foreshadowed if the
honourable gentleman can give an assurance that subsequent amendments
will allow for the signature of one
justice to be sufficient for the destruction of animals.
Mrs PATRICK (Brighton)-It appears
that an anomaly exists in section 27 (1)
of the Pounds Act 1958. The qualification given is:
Where any bull or bull-stag is liable to be
impounded hut is so ferocious that it cannot
be impounded without danger to human life it
may be destroyed upon an authority in writing
signed by any two justices whether acting
together or separately.

Section 27 (1) allows for the element
of ferocity in the case of a bull which is
to be destroyed. I suppose one could
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draw a distinction between a feral goat
and a domestic goat, and the element
of ferocity may then exist as it did
in the nightmare story related by the
honourable member for Warrnambool.
This ferocious element is not in the
amendment before the Committee or
in the amendment foreshadowed by the
honourable member for Benalla.
The OppOSition believes that the
signature of only one iustice should be
sufficient. It would be" more consistent
to have section 27 (l) amended to refer
to "one .justice" and to provide for the
sip-nature of one justice in the destruction of any goat' whether or not it is
ferocious.· .
Jn the rural areas a iustice is a
person looked up to-as indeed in the
metropolitan area-and it seems fairly
onerous to have one iustice carry out
this duty. I am sure that manv iu'stices
are caHed out at all hours of the day
;lnd ni1!ht to si1!n authorizations for
destruction and I -wonder whether some
municioal officer could not carry out
this iob in a better way. but in any
ca!=:e it anoears completeiv unnecessary
to have two justices in either situation.
The Opposition wilt agree with the
amendment that may be m:bved by the
honourable member for Benalla, hut
;:t.sks the Minister to consider the matter
between here and another place because it is not necessary to have too
many bipartisan arguments on such a
minor matter. I am sure the Minister
in his wisdom and common sense will
examine the matter with departmental
officers and sort it out between here
and another place.
Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government) -The provision was initially
de!=:i1!ned to provide for a situation in
which a goat could not be caught and
imnounded so that a person, on the
receiot of signatures of two justices,
could shoot the goat, as applies in
section 27 (I) in respect of ferocious
bulls or other cattle. The Government
intends to keep some uniformity in the
Act. Therefore, I give the honourable
members for Benalla and Brighton an
assurance that the Government will
consider the matter between here and
another place.
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The clause was agreed to.
Clause 4 (Transport rates)
Mr BURGIN (Polwarth)-I question
who is responsible for the transport
charges proposed in the clause. When
an animal is taken to a pound and
sold, it usually means that the owner
cannot be found. I take it that the
owner of the animal is expected to pay
the transport charges. If he cannot be
found, I should like the Minister to
indicate who it is intended should
pay the costs of transport.
Mrs PATRICK (Brighton)-I support
the comments of the honourable member for Polwarth. Problems are also
involved in machinery matters, such
as collection of the fees and how the
matter is worked out. If fees are prescribed and there is an outlay to the
carrier who transports the animal
from where it is found Or from where
it is discovered trespassing to the
pound, which may be m'iles away, who
will pay the fees? Is the council supposed to pay the carrier if an owner
cannot be found? I would like details
to be provided at a future date on the
collection of reasonable costs for transport charges. No doubt the matter will
be sorted out, but I do not consider
that a council should have to pay to
transport an animal when an owner
cannot be found.
Mr Wilkes-It can sell the carcass
and recoup some of its fees.
Mrs PATRICK-Maybe it can, but
if the value of the animal is in doubt,
why should the council pay the transport fees when it cannot collect them
from elsewhere? These problems are
the mechanics of day-ta-day affairs. It
is all very well for this House to
legislate, even if only on a matter
of goats-Mr WUkes-It took five years for
the former Government to amend the
Act.
Mrs PATRICK-That has nothing to
do with it, because this Bill now includes transport fees. It does not deal
with ordinary fees or poundage fees,
but transport fees.
Mr Wilkes-I t is an extension of
transport fees.
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Mrs PATRICK-That is right. I am
concerned also about the matter of
feral goats, which has been raised by
the honourable member for Warrnambool. It is a subject that the Local
Government Department should consider.
The ACTING CHAIRMAN (Mr Ebery)
-Order! I remind the honourable member that goats are not mentioned in
this clause.
Mrs PATRICK-Honourable members should monitor this legislation,
particularly the provisions relating to
the transporting of animals to the
pound. Who has to pay the fees and·
whose responsibility it is to stand the
cash loss?
Mr McNAMARA (Benalla)-In Benalia recently 500 or 600 sheep were
left in a truck not far from one of
the stock agent's paddocks. Someone
else rounded the animals into the
paddock. The stock agent hunted
around to find who owned the stock
and has tried to find a buyer for them.
He has even reached the stage of offering to transport the animals for nothing. He will pay the cost to deliver
them to an abattoir at Seymour, but
these sheep are worthless. This point
arises because of the severe drought
conditions.
Considerable numbers of stock will
be dumped on roadsides. If a person
decides to round them up and arrange
a carrier to take them to a pound,
who will pay the bill? The stock are
worthless and it seems that the cost
will be imposed on the municipality
because there is no other way of recouping the money. If a person trucks
stock somewhere, he wants to be paid,
but the stock he is delivering may be
of no real value.
The clause was agreed to, as were
the remaining clauses.

Pounds (Amendment) Bill

RESIDENTIAL TENANCIES
(AMENDMENT) BILL
The debate (adjourned from October
7) on the motion of Mr Spyker (Minister of Consumer Affairs) for the
second reading of this Bill was resumed.
Mrs PATRICK (Brighton)-I direct
the attention of the House to statements made in the second-reading
speech. It states:
The Government intends to thoroughly remodel this legislation, which will be undertaken
in two stages.

It indicates what is the purpose of the
Bill and states:
Secondly, within the next year, to give effect
to the remainder of the Government's policy
by completely rewriting existing tenancy law.
The aim of the second stage will be to remedy
the anomalies and injustices of the 1980 Act
and introduce legislation that is fair, simple.
comprehensive and effective in practice.

The Opposition applauds the fact that
the proposed legislation will be fair,
simple, comprehensive and effective in
practice, but suggests that it will not
be easy. The Minister's statements have
caused extreme uncertainty, trepidation and loss of rental accommodation.
If the Government intends to change
the legislation, it should make clear
what it intends to do. It is hard enough
now to get rental accommodation and
many people have been frightened off
by the Government's wild statements
about changing the Residential Tenancies Act, without indicating in what
way it will be changed. The Minister's
second-reading speech adverted to
these matters. It is important for the
House to realize that the Bill is being
introduced in a piecemeal fashion. The
purpose of the amendment is to restore
protection for occupants of prescribed
premises and to deal with Situations
where the rent has been controlled.
This is a difficult area of the law. Part
V. of the Landlord and Tenant Act was
a much-discussed matter and the subject of many working parties under the
former Government. Prescribed tenancies are those which commenced prior
The Bill was reported to the House to 1 January 1956, provided that the
without
amendment,
and
passed tenant had not signed a lease since
through its remaining stages.
1 January 1956.
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I know problems exist in working premises. Therefore, honourable memout which premises are prescribed and bers have no idea whether the definiwhich are not. I also know that the tion has been arrived at as a result
Attorney-General in the former Liberal of a tenant applying to the Rental InGovernment established a working vestigation Bureau saying that the
committee to undertake a survey with rental is too high, and the Government
the Ministry of Housing and the Rental consequently making the premises conInvestigation Bureau to ascertain which trolled premises.
premises may be prescribed and which
No mention is made of the breakmay not be prescribed. A register
down
of the figures, and the Opposition
exists, but the Opposition has not seen
is
forced
to rely on the second-reading
it, despite undertakings given by the
speech
of
Minister, although the
Minister that the results of the survey survey wastheinitiated
former
would be produced. The results of the Liberal Government. byThethe secondsurvey were not forthcoming and I
have to rely on the figures quoted in reading speech also states that relief
will be provided to affected landlords.
the second-reading speech.
In his second-reading speech the Minister said:
Mr Spyker-Absolute rubbish!
Mrs PATRICK-I asked the Minister
for the figures; where are they?
Mr Spyker-I told you to look at
them.
Mrs PATRICK-The Minister gave
an undertaking to produce the figures
to the former Attorney-General, who
established the committee. I asked the
Minister for the results of the survey;
the Minister said one thing in the
House and another thing outside the
House. I am forced to rely on the
figures mentioned in the second-reading
speech, which states:
The 733 known prescribed premises are
occupied by approximately 850 protected
tenants. They range in age from around 50 to
over 90 years. Indeed. there is one protected
tenant of the ripe old age of 103 years.

Despite the Minister mentioning that
he did not want the names of protected tenants bandied around, he was
not averse to doing so when he visited
one of the protected tenants and received considerable pUblicity. The Minister demonstrates his inconsistency.
The second-reading speech continues:
Approximately 84 per cent are over the age
of 65 and also 70 per cent are over 70 years
of age.

The second-reading speech also says
that most protected tenants are also
low-income earners and many are
reliant solely on the old age pension.
The Opposition has no way of checking
that that is right. Honourable members
are not told how many are controlled

Any owners of protected premises who
believe these amendments will cause financial
hardship to them or their families will be able
to apply for consideration under two Mi,nistry
of Housing schemes.

Honourable members should note that
the second-reading speech states that
owners may apply for "consideration"
and not certainty. The second-reading
speech continues:
Firstly, if a landlord who believes this action
causes financial hardship is willing to sell the
prescribed premises, those .premises will be
considered under the spot purchase guidelines
laid down by the Ministry of Housing. If the
property meets the policy, procedures and
guidelines of that scheme, the Government will
purchase the property.
A protected tenant will then be allowed to
continue occupying the property ...

It is laudable that the protected tenant

will be allowed to continue occupying
the property.
Secondly, if the owner believes the amendments will cause financial hardship and is
willing to sell the property, but that property
does not satisfy the policy procedures and
guidelines of the spot purchase programmes
of the Ministry of Housing, consideration will
be given to assistance by way of that Ministry's
rent relief programme.

r put to honourable members that this
places landlords, who may be as old
as or older than the persons who are
being protected, in the same invidious
position as they were in prior to the
amendments made to the Residential
Tenancies Act by the former Government. I refer to the phasing-out
programme as set out in the Residential
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by the former Liberal Government,
which was a much better way of handling the matter.
Mr Cathie-Do you want to throw
them out in the streets?
Mrs PATRICK-It is not a matter
of throwing them out into the streets;
it is a matter of introducing a phasingout programme and allowing tenants to
find other accommodation. The Opposition does not want to throw anybody
out on to the street, and that is why
I propose an amendment. I move:
That al1 the words after "Th·at" be O'mitted
with the view O'f inserting in place thereof the
words "this House refuses to read this Bm a
second time until an undertaking has been
given to the House that the Government will
pur~hase each of the prescrihed premises
subject to the provisions of the Bill or alternatively, will make up to the landlord in each case
the difference between the rent actually paid
by the tenant and a fair market rent fO'r the
premises."

After all these years, the owners of
these premises should be given some
certainty. The Opposition does not
want to throw anybody out on to the
streets. The Government should put its
money where its mouth is if it believes,
as it now says it does, that consideration will be given to the spot purchase
programme and the rent relief programme. The Government should have
no objection to the amendment if it
means what it says.
The second-reading speech points out
that premises will be considered under
the spot purchase guidelines and,
according to the proposed amendment,
the Government can act accordingly
and buy the premises. Alternatively, if
that does not meet requirements, the
Government can provide rent relief.
The Government should give an undertaking to that effect so that the owners
of such premises who have been in
this situation for a number of years
will have more certainty than the Bill
provides.
Mr Cathie-This was your Government's mistake.
Mrs PATRlCK-One hears a lot
about overcoming mistakes; since the
Labor Party is in Government it is up
to it to take the necessary action. It
is now a whole new ball game. If the
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Government wishes to amend legislation already amended by the former
Liberal Government, it must put its
money where its mouth is. The proposed amendment does no harm to the
Government because it is only setting
out what the Government has already
committed itself to do. If the Minister
continues to bleat about costs, why
did he make those comments in the
second-reading speech? I shall repeat
the relevant part of the second-reading
speech, which states:
Any O'wners of protected premises who
believe these amendments will cause financial
hardship to them or their families will be able
to a'pply for consideration under two Ministry
O'f HO'using schemes.
Firstly, if a landlord who believes this action
causes financial bardship is willing to sell the
prescribed premises, those premises will be
considered under the spot purchase guidelines
laid down by the Ministry of Housing. If the
property meets the policy, procedures and guideli,nes of that scheme, the Government will
purchase the property.

The Minister keeps mentioning guidelines; does "guidelines" mean the
amount of money it will cost the Government? What does the term "guidelines" mean? One gathers by the interjections of the Minister that "guidelines" means that the Government will
not purchase the property at all. The
second-reading speech mentions not
only the purchase of properties, but also
assistance by way of rent relief programmes.
In the second-reading speech the
Minister states:
. . . jf the owner believes the amendments wiH
cause finanoia·l hardship and is willing to seU
the property, but that property does not satisfy
the policy procedures and guideHnes O'f the
spot purchase programmes O'f the Ministry of
Housing, consideration will be given to assistance by way of that Ministry's rent relief
programme.

I cannot see the difference between
what is stated in the second-reading
speech and what is proposed in this
amendment which simply puts in words
as an amendment what is said in the
Minister's second-reading speech. If the
honourable gentleman does not mean
what he says and if the Government
does not mean what it says, why does
it put it in a second-reading speech?
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I am not arguing about the guidelines; I am arguing about the proposal
that consideration be given to a spot
purchase programme or a rental relief
programme from which the Minister
seems to be backing away. He says he
will do what is contained in the secondreading speech. If that is so, he can
quite easily agree with the amendment;
there is no problem.
I call upon the Minister to include
in this proposed legislation an amendment consistent with his second-reading
speech. If he does not do this, his
second-reading speech will not be
worth the paper it is written on, or
the words that are said in this House.
Mr McNAMARA (Benalla) - This
Bill arises from the protected tenancy that was introduced after the
second world war. Honourable members older than I will probably recall
that more vividly, but I have been informed by those acquainted with the
period that housing was in acute
demand after the second world war
and that the Government of the day
decided to control rents. A number of
people lived in what were called prescribed homes, which prohibited landlords from increasing rents to astronomical levels. At that time, the prices
of many other commodities were controlled also. There were controls on the
price of foodstuffs, and butter was
rationed. Protected tenancy was brought
in during a period when rationing and
controls were to the fore. It dates back
approximately 40 years.
I should comment on a circular that
was sent around by the Minister, and
truly it was inappropriate for him to
do that. It was a blatant political exercise and political grandstanding on his
part and he should be censured for
that action.
The Residential Tenancies Act provided that if a landlord applied for
deregistration of premises prior to 9 May
1982, the premises would be decontrolled on 9 November 1982 or,
alternatively, if the application was not
made, the premises would be decontrolled after 9 November 1983. The
Government is working on a tight pro-
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gramme and it must get this regulation
and amendment introduced and gazetted prior to 9 November.
I shall com·ment on a couple of
points that arise from the amendment
proposed by the Government and the
amendment moved by the honourable
member for Brighton. In relation to
the sections that will be omitted from
the Residential Tenancies Act, I refer
specifically to section 155 under which
the increase in fair rent shall rise in line
with the consumer price index. That
section has been repealed. Am I to
assume from that that there will be no
increase in line with the consumer price
index? I ask the Minister to clarify
whether he is aware of section 155 in
the principal Act.
In section 156 the words "income
assets and liabilities" are used and the
amendment substitutes only "income".
Assets and liabilities are apparently
no longer taken into account. Do I
assume from that that if a person is
in accommodation that is controlled
under this Act, his rent is restricted
as he has negligible income, but he
may have $100000 in assets which
will not be taken into account when
considering his eligibility to occupy
such a property? If that is the case,
it should be reviewed immediately.
The honourable member for Brighton
drew the attention of the House to
the distinction between "prescribed"
and "controlled". She should be commended for that. It is another matter
about which the Government is unclear
in its definition.
This is a Bill with which many newer
honourable members, including myself
before I researched it, were not familiar. It came during a period when
people were used to controls and perhaps in some areas it may be antiquated. Some of the protection that
was given during that period might not
be as appropriate at the present time.
Even if a person has a low income,
I know of no reason why he should
be the beneficiary of such protected
tenancy if he has adequate assets. Why
can there not be an increase in rertt
in line with the consumer price index?
Why was that section also deleted?

1146

ASSEMBLY

19 October 1982

The amendment moved by the honourable member for Brighton draws the
attention of the House to the under. taking that the Minister gave in his
letter. I can see the concern that the
honourable member for Brighton is expressing in this matter. It is all very
well to put words on paper and say
that the Government will consider a
spot purchase scheme or a rent relief
scheme, but it is not making a commitment to do anything about it. This
Bill could proceed through this House
with -no action being taken by the
Government.
I raise a query about the word
"alternatively" which is used in the
motion by the honourable member for
Brighton. The amendment states:
... this House refuses to read this Bill a second
time until an undertak'ing has been given to
the House that the Government will purchase
each of the prescribed premises subject to the
provisions of the Bill or alternatively, will make
up to the landlord in ea,ch case the difference
between the rent actually paid by the tenant
and a fair market rent for the premises.

Will this be an alternative provided
to the landlord or will it be something
provided for the Government? I hope
that it is an alternative that the landlord will have and that there will be
no compulsory acquisition by the Government. There may be a suggestion
that if the Bill goes through with the
present wording, the Government will
have the alternative, and it could determine to pay a fair market rent or to
acquire a property which a landlord does
not want the Government to acquire.
There are various matters that need to
be addressed. I urge the Minister of
Consumer Affairs to provide answers
to the questions I have raised on those
sections of the Act that will be deleted ..
The hC:10urable member for Brighton
should provide the House with an
exact definition of the key words I
have referred to in the amendment.
The National Party will await replies
from both the Minister and the honourable member for Brighton before
making a decision on whether to support the proposed amendment.
Mr McCUTCHEON (St Kilda)-Honourable members will be aware of the
heated arguments that have occurred
on this matter. The honourable member
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for Brighton commented generally on
the explanatory second-reading speech
of the Minister of Consumer Affairs .
The honourable member said that
the comments made by the Minister
and members of the Government were
causing concern to landlords and
protected tenants. However, landlords
and protected tenants have been concerned about the inflammatory remarks
that members of the Opposition have
made about the Bill.
During the election campaign, the
Labor Party made clear its position on
how it intended to reform tenancy law.
The Government has never hedged its
commitment to reform the tenancy law,
because it is committed to tenancy law
reform and the Bill is the first piece of
proposed legislation to effect reform of
tenancy law.
The honourable member for Brighton
raised the question of access to the
register of prescribed premises of protected tenants at the offices of the
Ministry of Consumer Affairs. The honourable member should note that the
Minister of Consumer Affairs has taken
suitable action to provide in his office
access to the list of tenants who occupy
premises.
In the Bill, the Government is acting
to protect tenants who, because of their
age, are at a vulnerable stage of life.
Many figures have been bandied around.
but honourable members should note
733 known prescribed premises are
occupied by approximately 850 protected tenants who are dependent upon
tenancy legislation that was enacted in
the 1950s. In some eases the protected
tenants have occupied the prescribed
premises for 26 years, and in other
cases the prescribed premises have been
occuplied for more than 40 years by
protected tenants. Indeed, there is one
protected tenant who is 103 years of
age. It should be noted that 70 per cent
of the protected tenants are over the
age of 70 years.
One should put oneself in the predicament of a person who is over 70
years of age and who has been
threatened with eviction from the
premises that that person has occupied
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for 'a minimum of 26 years. The former
Government introduced legislation to
ensure such persons could be evkted
from their premises six months after
notice had been given. That action was
unacceptabJe to t.hecommunity at Jarge
and to the Labor Party.
However. th::lt action bv the former
Govemm~nt
forced
the nrotected
tenants to organl7.e themselves into a
~ouP. Hence. the Protected Tenants
Assocl'ation was formed in response to
the provjsjons of th~ Resiilential
Tp":lndps Act 1980. The a'ssociation
oublished a docnment 'on what 'the protected tenants helieved their rights to
he and on how thev believed they
~hould be treated bv the community.
The docl1ment orovides the case
hl~ories of six orotected tenants. Those
pP.Tsons have publisherl forc'efularf!uments on what thev believe the legisJ:ltive effect of the former Government's
Bill would have been. For example. in the
rtncument.. Mrs MuHalv describes how
she has been extremely worried about
the impact the 'M~ti'On of the former
Government wouJrl have had. She has
lived in her premisps as a orotecterl
tenant for 40 years. She is 71 vears of
:lge and Jives in Parkville. ::Ind she
descrihes how the worrvabout tenancv
has 'affected the health of her daughter.
She and her daughter have spent manv
vears maintainin~ their rented house
and m'aking it 'attractive.
When one sopaks to orotected tenants
one discovers their awareness that they
have lived in privileged premises under
a scheme that was commenced iust
:lfter the second w'Orld war. Those
tenants established themselves in their
oremisesand, at this stage of their
Jives. they are entitled to -security of
tenure. These tenants have spent much
time and energy improving and maintaining their premises.
At a meeting I attended of members
of the Protected Tenants Association,
I discovered that the ma.loritv of orotected tenants have looked after their
premises by painting and maintaining
them, and {they have not expected the
landlord to carry out many of the functions that other tenants would expect
from their landlord. The protected
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tenants have stuck to their side of the
bargain and have maintained the value
of their premises over many years of
occupation.
I refer to the protected tenant, M'ary
WorsJey, who is 103 years of age. She
is a proud woman who lives in FUzroy
with her son Eric. Her son used to work
in Parliament House for many years
before he retired and he now lives with
his mother, wh'O has occupied the house
for 52 years. I have met many of the
108 protected tenants who live in the
St Kilda electorate, 'and I am concerned
about their future.
In its amendment the Opposition
appears to be supporting the Government's proposal to protect those tenants. The Opposition has acknowledged
the proposal of the Government to act
in cases where there is financial hardship to landlords. However, ten'ants got
a raw deal under the tenancy legislation of the former Government. The
proposal of the former Government was
that, once a protected tenant had been
given six months' notice of eviction,
he or she could go on to the waiting
list of the Housing Commission. The
former Minister of Housing and other
members of the Opposition would know
that there is 'an in'adequate supply of
public h'Ousing for elderly persons. That
supply could not meet the demands of
hundreds of protected tenants who
could have been evicted on 9 November
this year. The former Government
never allocated enough money to provide housing for elderly persons. The
solution 'Of the former Government was
unacceptable and inhumane.
Those landlords who can demonstrate
finandal hardship caused by the continued occupancy of premises by a
protected tenant will be given financial
consideration. The Government has
indicated that if the property concerned
falls within the guidelines of the spot
purchase programme, the property will
be purchased. That is a firm undertaking given by the Government. The
Budget 'allocates twice the amount of
money that was provided in last year's
Budget for the spot purchase programme. Part of that finandal allocation will be used '1'0 cope with the
financi'al problems caused to landlords.
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The second matter is the provision of
alternative arrangements if a property
or house does not conform to the
guidelines. The guidelines are quite
precise and, if members of the Opposition desire to, they will be able to
examine the guidelines relating to the
spot purchase programme. They cover
the location of housing in areas of
demand for public housing, the type
of property it is and the price range of
the property. The guidelines are quite
specific and can be applied to assist
landlords who are able to show financial hardship. If the property does not
come under the guidelines, a further
arrangement can be made that will
assist in the shortfall in rent paid by
protected tenants. These sorts of
measures are urgently needed. Protected tenants should not be allowed
to go on worrying about their security
and vulnerability.
Many honourable members who hold
seats in inner city electorates have
received a number of telephone calls
from protected tenants who are wondering what will happen to them. It is
time to act decisively and make clear
to people the situation in this regard.
I do not believe there is a case for
the Opoosition to try to cause more
hardship to those people by talking
about the needs of landlords. Landlords are catered for bv the Government's statement and· they will be
fairly dealt with when the Bill is
passed.
Mr SALTMARSH (Wantirna)-It is
interesting to note during the debate
that it is easy for honourable members
to be one-sided in views expressed on
these matters. I speak in support of
the amendment moved by the honourabJe member for Brighton. Since the
whole residential tenancies review process commenced in 1976. an enormous
amount of attention and concern has
been given to all aspects of the tenancy
oroblem in this State. It is clear that
if we start to simply run the line
that the previous speaker has run. that
the only person to be protected is the
tenant. there will be an unbalanced
view. We must be equally concerned
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with the number of people whose properties or homes are their own investments.
At that time, details were given
about people who had inherited properties-they would otherwise have
been pensioners-and who were entirely dependent on the income from
the little properties that were left to
them. However, because they had a
protec.ted tenancy, there was no way
In which the owners were able to gain
reasonable returns, living returns, from
what should have been regarded as an
investment. On top of that, valuations
of these properties, for official purposes, are based on market value and,
again, the landlord who was, in this
case and many cases, a single elderly
pensioner, was victimized by the valuation and/or the consequent changes
that flowed on from that valuation.
We must strive to achieve a balance
between all the interests. If we are concerned about the provision of private
rental accommodation in this Stateas we must be, becaus'e the State alone
cannot supply all the known needs and
demands-we must ensure that people
who are prepared to invest, even if
it is a moderate investment, in such
assets as rental accommodation, should
be able to expect reasonable returns
in this area.
The previous Administration sought
to ensure that a reasonable response
would be received after registration of
properties listed as protected tenancies
by people who wished to stay on those
properties. It sought to ensure that
people would be given an extended
period in which to make the necessary
aliernative arrangements, or for an
appropriate subsidy scheme to be established, which would enable those
people to stay in the accommodation
and ensure that the interests of the
tenants were being protected as well
as those of the landlords.
The second-reading speech seems to
indicate that the Government is prepared to come along and say, "We
have to take into account the interests
and well-being of not only the tenants
but also of many landlords and we will
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give them consideration. We will do
these sorts of things". However, by
interjection, the Minister of Consumer
Affairs is virtually denying all this.
Therefore, what is the situation to be?
Will the Government be bound by the
sentiments expressed in the secondreading speech or has there been a
change of heart, because the Minister
is constantly interjecting that the Government cannot afford it?
To solve this particular social problem as a compassionate Government
-it has already demonstrated it is
prepared to make considerable sums of
money available for housing and I have
applauded it for its initiative-this
must be one of the important small
programmes-Mr Gavin-It is not little.
Mr SALTMARSH-The Minister of
Consumer Affairs is talking about 733
protected tenancies. We m ust ensure
that this aspect will be incorporated into
the expanded spot purchase programmes
or whatever. The Opposition would like
the Government to make it clear that
it will act to provide justice for all
parties concerned. The Government
should give an undertaking that the
properties will be purchased as per
the original sentiments contained in the
second-reading notes or that an adequate means will be provided for the
tenant to make up the difference between what is being paid now and
what is considered to be a fair market
rent.
The case for fairness all around has
been argued. There should not be an
unbalanced approach. If it is unbalanced and in favour of tenants, Victoria will lose out on investment in
the private market, which is not desirahle. However, if it is in favour of
landlords all the time, it could be
argued that it is unfair to the tenants.
The Opposition desires to see that both
sides are adequately protected and that
a firm statement is given by the Government, . not just interjections from the
Minister, that the Government cannot
afford justice.
Mr WALSH (Albert Park)-I support
the Bill and congratulate the Minister
on his second-reading speech. An

19 October 1982

ASSEMBLY

1149

examination of the second-reading
notes shows that they explain very
clearly the problems that exist in
society. Some people will be protected
until 9 November and others are given
an additional six months to register, if
they have not done so.
The principal Act, as it now stands,
presents nothing but hardship for
people who have lived in their houses
since 1954. These people are old,
ranging in ages from 65 years and upwards, and I understand there is one
tenant who is 103 years old. These
people do not have long to live in our
society and, surely, we can be compassionate and change the existing
legislation by supporting the Bill now
before the House. The existing legislation is leading to much hardship and
worry for those people.
There have been notices of evictions
and increased rents for those who are
registered as protected tenants. The
people concerned have, in many cases,
lived in those houses for 30 or 40
years. The previous Government had no
plans to protect these people. The Bill
introduced by the previous Government
gave no protection to these people.
It gave them no opportunity to buy
these places from the landlords or to
subsidize the rent.
The Labor Party, the then Opposition, was strongly opposed to those
proposals. At present, some of those
people who were conned by real estate
agents to sign leases should be
assisted. I hope the Minister of Housing
will examine the situation relating to
those people who have been conned.
If the Bill is not passed and proclaimed
prior to 9 November, the Act, which
was proclaimed last year, will cause
much worry for the people who
are on twelve-month leases and for
those who have lived in those places for
many years. They will not be able to
pay the rent increases that will occur at
that time, and they do not deserve the
worry and hardship that will be caused
to them if this Bill is not passed and
proclaimed. The Government respects
the elderly people in society who have
contributed much and have battled' to
build society to its present level.
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The Governmen t is trying to protect
the people who were already protected
before the present legislation. Some of
the people who live in those dwellings
have spent much of their hard-earned
money on painting and renovations to
make those dwellings more comfortable for them in their later lives, and
landlords will reap the benefit of that
when those tenants have passed on, as
they inevitably will. The former Government introduced a Bill which was
not in the interests of those tenants,
but the Government intends to ensure
that those people will be able to lead
better lives.

about market related rents; even people
in Housing Commission dwellings would
be expected by the former Government
to pay market-related rents. If one relates that to the Middle Park area, one
is talking about approximately $95 a
week for a two-bedroom dwelling.
That is the situation that will occur if
the Bill is not passed by both Houses.

There are many protected tenants in
the electorate of Albert Park. The honourable member for St Kilda said that
there are 101 protected tenants in the
electorate of St Kilda; I think he must
have meant to say in the municipality
of St Kilda. Probably 20 per cent of
the 101 live in the western part of St
Kilda which is encompassed by the
electorate I represent. I have received
many calls from people who are panicking and making application to the Housing Commission for accommodation so
that they will have security of tenure.
I have approached the Minister, and the
best I can get from him is that accommodation will be found for those people
when their turn comes.

Honourable members have heard
much about the amendment moved by
the honourable member for Brighton.
In my view, it is hypocritical because
the former Government did not care
about the people who will be affected
by the Bill.
I turn now to the compulsory buying
of houses. No matter what landlords
say, the Government should buy houses
in which protected tenants live and
it should pay the prices at which those
houses should be valued. If one bought
a terrace house in Middle Park, one
would pay approximately $160000 for
it. If the Minister of Housing were to
buy houses where protected tenants
live, he would buy three or four houses
for that price and satisfy three or four
families. The honourable member for
Wantirna stated that those landlords of
protected tenants would be claiming the
pension. Probably a m·inimum number
of the landlords of the 800 protected
tenants would claim the pension. There
is .no doubt in my mind that very
few of them would receive the full
pension, and they would not receive
any concessions.
What should the Government do
about subsidizing rents? The Opposition
suggests that the Government should
subsidize the rent of every protected
tenant. Some landlords own eight or
nine homes and probably receive a large
income from about seven of them.
Surely they should be prepared to do
something for one protected tenant and
help build up society!

The previous Government established
a committee which reported on what
would happen to tenants and made
recommendations. That committee was
comprised not solely of radical people;
it included representatives of the
churches, welfare agencies, economists,
lawyers, tenants groups, local government and landlords. That committee
recommended that prescribed tenants
should be protected and that the legislation that existed prior to the change
late last year should remain.
We are not talking about people who
can earn a living and buy a house; we
are talking about low-income peoplepensioners. If this Bill is not proclaimed
by 9 November, where will they go?
They will not be able to afford the
high rents that landlords will be charging. Honourable members have heard
much from the former Government
Mr Walsh

The Residential Tenancies Act is unfair to many people, not only to protected tenants. Within the next couple
of sessions of Parliament, I hope much
of the Residential Tenancies Act will
be changed for the better.

Residential Tenancies (Amendment) Bill

The Bill before the House is important, and the guidelines for the Government's spot purchasing programme
should be implemented. The opportunity
will be available for landlords to sell at
prices that fall within the guidelines,
and there is nothing wrong with that.
Do we not have guidelines for spot
purchasing? Should we buy houses in
the Toorak area for $300 000 or
$400 OOO? Is tha t the a tti tude of the
Opposition? Is that the sort of house in
which protected tenants live? Should
protected tenants be housed in accommodation that would cost the Government $400 000 to $500000? The Government would go bankrupt, just as
the former Government went bankrupt
and found itself out of business because
it could not manage its affairs. The
former Government mismanaged the
whole economy of the State.
The Bill is important for humane
reasons and presents a sensible course
of action. I commend it to every member of this House. I have no doubt
that it will be supported by all honourable members who have any feeling
for people in our society.
Mr KENNETT (Burwood)-No one
would disagree with the honourable
member for Albert Park that this is an
important Bill; it is an important Bill as
it reflects the needs of the people within
the community.
On page 14 of the Minister's secondreading speech, he said in the last
paragraph:
Its--

Meaning the previous Government-Residential Tenancies Act aimed to take
away a long-established right without providing
suitable alternatives. That was both cruel and
short-sighted.

This Bill can aptly be described in the
very words that the Minister used to
describe the previous Government's
legislation- it is both cruel and shortsighted. It looks at only one side of the
equation. Regardless of what the Minister said in his second-reading speech,
and the comments of the honourable
member for St Kilda, that many of these
houses would not be able to be purchased because they did not meet spot
purchase requirements, I doubt very
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much whether the present Minister of
Housing would spot purchase properties
that needed so much repairing that they
were not viable to be purchased. This
Bill deals only with those people who
live in the properties.
Let me refer to the criteria and facts
as they are known today. First, the previous Government, between the Ministry of Housing and the Department of
Community Welfare Services, established an inquiry to ascertain the number of protected tentants in the State.
To my knowledge, it was estimated that
there were just under 800, which may
mean a few more in the situation of
husbands and wives. Many of those protected tenants are no longer the original
tenants for whom the protection was
given and there has been a considerable
amount of abuse. I ask the Minister
whether he has tried to ascertain how
many of those 800 tenants are the original protected tenants who, under law,
were protected. The Minister will find
that many peope are receiving the benefits of the Residential Tenancies Act to'
which they are not so entitled.
The Minister of Consumer Affairs
talked about people being aged 70 years
and over. There is no doubt that the
Government has used this aged aspect as
an emotional lever to pass this Bill in its
present form.
The maiority of people who own these
nrotected tenacies are also very aged or
dead. the estates of those people are
now having to provide a social welfare
service at their cost, and at the cost of
the beneficiaries. r do not think any honourable member is immune from having
some protected tenancies in his or her
electorate, particularly if they represent
the Melbourne metropolitian area. In the
electorate r represent there are beneficiaries of estates of parents, who have
been dead for up to 25 years, who are
now themselves destitute.
There are honourable members in this
House who, for emotive purposes, will
try to play down the needs of people
in the community. The Minister has said
that this Bill is to help a section of
the community. The Opposition is
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saying that other people will be affected
by this Bill who have just as much need.
There are beneficiaries of estates who
still ·have assets tied up because of the
protected tenancy law, and who desperately need to sell these properties
to get themselves into a sound financial
situation.
The Minister in his speech has made
no mention of what will happen if difficulties arise because of amendments to
this Act. As the honourable member for
St Kilda indicated, the Government will
consider purchasing the houses through
the soot Durchase system. I have just
indicated that most of these properties
are derelict, close to run down or badly
in need of repair, and many of them
would not be suitable for spot purchase
by the Ministry of Housing and, if the
Ministry did purchase them, it would
come in for the same criticism it levelled
at the orevious Government, of buying
unsuitable properties, and many would
be wiped out on the score.
The other provision outlined by the
Minister is that a rent relief programme
will be considered in the interests of the
landlord. The Opposition is not trying to
have people put out of their properties,
but it is trying to imoress upon the Minister that this Bill should act equitably,
as the Minister says in his second-reading soeech, that it Jooks after both sides
of the equation, for people of eQual
needs. not just tenants. The way it is
now is cruei and short-sighted. Will the
Minister tell me where in the Bill it
states how people whose houses are
not spot purchased. and who are not
favourably considered for rental relief,
will be treated? No mention in the Ministers speech allows for that situation.
An horiourable member interiects and
says it is implicit in the Bill. That is not
good enough. The interests of the community have to be provided for in legislation and the Ooposition is asking in its
amendment that this Bill be equitable. I
nersonally believe that it is probably
fairer-in terms of buildin~ up the security of the people affected by the legislation and particulary tenants-than the
previous legislation, even though there
were provisions within the Ministry of
Housing to provide accommodation
when the period ran out.
Mr Kennett
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This Bill has the potential of being a
very good piece of legislation that equitably meet the needs of ·all the community, be they landlords or tenants.
The Government cannot use emotive
arguments by saying the only people
concerned are elderly tenants. There are
not only elderly tenants, but also elderly
landlords, elderly beneficiaries, many of
them in dire straits.
I have been concerned to see the advertisments of the Ministry of Consumer
Affairs. I do not know if that is a picture
of the Minister or who it is, but the Minister is obviously spending a lot of
money advertising for information that
already has been advertised for under
the previous Government by the Ministry of Housing and the Department of
Community Welfare Services. When I
telephoned the Ministry of Housing
people they said that the Ministry would
purchase the property, without any
qualification whatsoever. That information is not correct, so what .1ustification
is there for the Minister to advertise before the BiJJ is passed through both
Chambers and before the Minister is oreoared to consider the amendment moved
by the honourable member for Brighton
to make the Bill eQuitable so that people
answerin~ these inquiries can at least
give accurate information. The Minister
has wastefully spent tens of thousands
of doJJars inviting people to telephone
him when the Bill has not been passed.
I can promise him there is confusion in
the market-place by peoole who telephone these numbers and receive answers totally contrary to what the Minister has said todav, that everybodv's
house will be purchased. The number
I telephoned was 699 1569. I said that
I had a propertv and I was told that if
I did not want to keep it, the Ministry of Housing would purchase it
under the terms of the legislation.
I asked whether there were any qualifications and was told, uNo".
The point I am making is that at this
stage it is irresponsible to advertise
because the Bill has not been passed.
God only knows what the campai~
has cost, yet only approximately 800
people will be affected. It is suggested
by interjection that there may be more.
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The previous Government could not
find them through the last survey,
which was carried out by two Government departments.
Mr Ross-Edwards-Nor will this Government find them.
Mr KENNETI-It has not so far and
J doubt if they are there. Another point

that worries me is the attitude the
Minister was attempting to promote in
his second-reading speech. I shall mention it only briefly, but it was perhaps
one of the most important parts of that
speech. The Minister said:
. . . secondly, within the next year, to give
effect to the remainder of the Government's
poUcy by completely rewriting the existing
tenancy law.

One of the reasons why we have people
who are protected tenants is that they
cannot obtain accommodation elsewhere because of the cost involved
and that is due to the shortage of rental
accommodation. One of the reasons for
that shortage is that Governments, particularly this Government, are signalling to the community that there will
be a complete change of the residential
tenancy law, and this Government says
it will take place within the next year.
That is a clear indication to the community that one would be stupid to invest in new rental accommodation until
the new legislation comes in. That point
is reinforced by a reading of the report
of the Community Committee for Tenancy Law Reform.
Mr CATHIE (Minister of Housing)On a point of order, the Bill is relatively narrow and deals specifically with
tenancies that are either protected or
controlled. It does not involve any of
the general matters contained in the
original Bill dealing with residential
tenancies.
Mr KENNETT (Burwood)-On the
point of order, when the Minister introduced the Bill, he specifically referred
to the Government's intention of changing the residential tenancy law, and this
Bill is the first stage of that change.
The Minister set the hare running and
all I am trying to do is to direct my
comments to the remarks made by the
Minister in his second-reading speech,
Session 1982-43
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which I believe to be detrimental to the
provision of rental accommodation in
Victoria.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
£dmunds)-Order! I have heard sufficient argument on the point of order.
I do not uphold the point of order, but
I ask the honourable member for Burwood to confine his remarks to the
Bill and the amendment.
Mr KENNETT-Thank you, Mr
Speaker, but I can accept your guidance only, also bearing in mind that
I have a responsibility to answer the
points made by the Minister in his
second-reading speech. The argument
put forward by the Minister clearly
illustrates that the Bill is only the first
stage in a two-pronged a ttack on the
rewriting of the existing residential tenancy law. Without canvassing the issue
further, I simply make the point that
it is quite wrong of the Minister to
make that suggestion without providing
the community at large with information about what those amendments are
to be.
At present the only advice I could give
to anyone who might be contemplating
either building or investing in rental accommodation over the next twelve
months would be not to do it. They cannot afford to run the risk because they
do not know what law they will be
operating under.
The report of the Community Committee for Tenancy Law Reform clearly
suggests that the landlord should be
divested of a great deal of control over
his own assets. That is dangerous because it will make very much harder
the task of the Government in providing additional rental accommodation in
years to come and will increase the
burden on the Minister of Housing to
provide rental accommodation, yet we
are all aware of the difficulties that
alreadly exist in doing that. The objective must be to provide people with
adequate opportunities for obtaining
accommodation of a reasonable standard at a reasonable price.
The amendment moved by the honourable member for Brighton has been
well reasoned. It mirrors remarks made
by the Minister during the latter stages
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of his second-reading speech. The honourable gentleman made suggestions
about the sorts of options that may be
provided for landlords. The Opposition
is saying that it may not be possible to
use the spot purchase programme and
the Government may not consider providing rent relief in certain cases; therefore, the alternatives must be expanded.
Through the amendment, the honourable member for Brighton is providing
another alternative for the consideration of the Government either now or
before the Bill goes to another place.
The amendment has been moved by the
Opposition not in an attempt to frustrate the rights of tenants but in an
attempt to give them equal rights with
landlords who may themselves be elderly and, in many cases, may themselves
be in need.
Obviously, if the Minister were to
conclude that the suggestion is reasonable and, to use the honourable gentleman's own words, humane for all concerned. the provision could come into
operation only on the day on which the
Bill receives Royal assent, so no retrospectivity could be introduced into the
situation. Further, the Government
would purchase only in cases in which
the owners of the accommodation
wished to sell. The amendment does
not suggest the Government should
purchase all of the properties involved.
Some landlords will not want to sell,
but those who do wish to do so and
do wish to make an approach to the
Government should be given that opportunity.
The amendment is well reasoned and
is not directed against the people the
Government is trying to protect; the
Opposition is merely highlighting the
fact that there are two sides to the
argument. The Opposition is not seeking to mal{e a political issue out of the
matter.
It is all very well for the Minister
of Consumer Affairs, who is at the
table, to laugh, but it was he and the
honourable member for Ivanhoe who
said they were worried about individual
rights. If he thinks that is a laughing
matter, his judgment is to be questioned.
Mr Kennett
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The amendment provides the Government with an opportunity of recognizing that members of the Opposition are
honestly trying to suggest a way in
which the Bill can be improved. It is
a genuine attempt by the Opposition
not to criticize destructively but to
take up the challenge offered by the
Premier and other Ministers during the
first few weeks of the Government's
being in office and to make a constructive criticism in the interests of
all members of the community.
I again urge the Minister of Consumer Affairs to give serious consideration to acceptinp, the amendment and
the goodwill with which it has been
moved. I hope it will be supported by
the National Party. There is no doubt
that the Bill could be improved if the
Government were big enough to accept
the amendment moved by the honourable member for Brighton.
Mr LIEBERMAN (Benambra)-The
first point I make is that the general
principles of the proposed legislation
are acceptable to the Opposition. The
major concern of the Opposition is what
response the Minister of Consumer
Affairs will give when he concludes the
second-reading debate.
The honourable member for Brighton
put forward a reasoned amendment,
which transmits the apparent intention
of the Minister and the Government
into a more effective form.
The problem as I see it is that,
although the Minister spoke about hardship and the need to treat compassionately the people affected, the honourable
gentleman gave only an indication in
his second-reading speech that the
Government would consider purchasing
the prescribed premises or -making up
the difference between the rent actually
paid by the tenant and a fair market
rent for the premises. Honourable members know that there is a big difference between a Government saying it
will consider a proposal and saying it
undertakes to give effect to a particular policy. Honourable members know
the vagaries of Parliament and Government are manifest.
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This Bill has the effect of diminishing
the rights of a certain section of the
community-the owners of certain
properties-and the Opposition is keen
to see that justice is done.
The response of the Minister at the
conclusion of the second-reading debate
will be vital to the people affected by
this measure. Members of the Opposition will seek from the Minister sufficient assurance to give effect to the
message in the reasoned amendment
moved by the honourable member for
Brighton.
It is not a question of the Opposition
opposing the measure; it is not doing
that. It is saying to the Minister that
he has said in his second-reading speech
that the Government will give consideration to the matter because it recognizes the inequity property owners will
face because of the provisions of the
law as proposed in the Bill. That is
recognized by the Opposition. The
Opposition is saying that the Minister
should give an undertaking that will
have the force of law, to give people
the feeling of security to which they
are entitled in a democracy.
The Minister of Housing must be
concerned about the amount of money
that would be involved purchasing
property or making up the difference
in rental. The Minister must be concerned that provision is made in the
Budget to carry out that policy.
It is up to the Government to put
its house in order. The Government
has introduced proposed legislation. The
Minister has said in his second-reading
speech that the Government will consider purchasing the prescribed premises or making up the difference between the rent a~tual1y paid by the
tenants ~nd a fair market. ren.t for
the premIses. I accept the sincerIty of
th~ Minister when he s~ys what he.
thinks should happen. It IS, therefore,
open to members of the Opposition to
assume that the Treasurer has m,ade
adequate arrangements for his colleague, the Minister of Housing, to
be given the necessary funds to meet
the requests of affected owners for
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purchase or the making up of rental.
I do not think it is necessary to debate

that issue.
The Opposition believes the Minister
of Consumer Affairs has behaved responsibly and has made proper arrangements. If he has not, he will have to
inform the House at the conclusion of
the debate, in which case we may have
to reconsider the matter. The Minister
might prefer to ask that the debate
be adjourned until perhaps later this
day or tomorrow. I am sure the Opposition will co-operate in bringing on the
debate without delay whenever he
wishes.
The Minister might prefer that the
debate be adjourned to give him time
to consider the wording of the reasoned
amendment moved by the honourable
member for Brighton. If the Minister
allows this measure to go through the
House knowing he does not have the
money to meet· the undertaking, which
I understand he wants to give to the
people, he will, of course, be behaving
contrary to the duty of a Minister and
will be letting down the people of
Victoria and deceiving them. I do not
think the honourable gentleman will
do that.
I simply ask that the Minister of
Consumer Affairs give the necessary
assurance at the conclusion of the
second-reading debate so that the Opposition, the people affected and the
tenants whom he seeks to protect wiIJ
know where they stand. Tenants will
have the security of knowing that their
landlord is not under undue pressure
and will, therefore, know where they
stand. Above all, the Minister can respond to the suggestion put by the
honourable member for Brighton in the
reasoned amendment.
It is simple. It is not good enough
for a Government to say, as the Minister has said in his second-reading
speech, that it will "consi~er" either
purchasing premises or making up the
rental. That does not mean anything.
Portfolios may be reshuffled and the
Minister may be given another portfolio, or something may happen to him
to prevent him from carrying out his
duties. Under the Westminster tradition,
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every 'Minister has a duty, unless prevented by extraordinary circumstances,
to ensure that the commitment of his
predecessor is fulfilled. The Minister
has a lot to think about between now
and the close of debate.
I raise another matter touched upon
by the honourable member for Brighton
who is a distinguished lawyer in Victoria in the area of residential tenancy.
She has expressed a view which concerns me that a vital area has not been
resolved. I ask the Minister to do so
at the close of the second-reading
debate.
It is my understanding that under
the landlord and tenant law in Victoria
there is a category of tenant who is
known as a protected tenant-a tenant
of prescribed premises-and that the
Minister intends that this measure
should apply to and benefit this type
of tenant. I also understand there are
tenants who believe they are protected
tenants, who are in fact protected and
who have applied, more recently than
honourable members might realize, for
relief with respect to rental. They have
applied to the tribunals that have
existed under the Act in the past decade for relief in respect to rents, not
on the basis that the premises were
occupied by them at the commencement of the period in the earlier definitions, which are captured by the
amendment but because the law at the
time enabled certain categorie'3 of people
-such as nurses-to apply for some
rent reJief to the Metropolitan Fair
Rents Board.
I ask the Minister to clarify whether
those people who have occupied prescribed premises and who are protected
tenants or are the sorts of tenants who
went to the Fair Rents Board and got
relief in respect to rental will be covered by this measure and whether the
undertaking sought by the Opposition
applies to the owners of those premises
as well.
I look forward to the Minister's response. If the Minister would like more
time to consider the matter, I am sure
the Opposition will co-operate. If I
were in his position, I would not be
Mr Lieberman
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ashamed to ask for more time. Only
the Minister can tell the House whether
the proposed legislation is good or is
inadequate in the circumstances I have
mentioned.
Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster)-I support the amendment moved by the
honourable member for Brighton. I too
share the anxiety of honourable members on this side of the House that
people of small means are being forced
into a situation where they are providing social welfare for a section of
the community which probably does
deserve social welfare, but social welfare which should be provided by other
investors, particularly investors in companies that are the subject of investigation by the Costigan committee and
other people interested in "bottom-ofthe-harbour" schemes and other such
schemes.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
Edmunds) - Order! "Bottom-of-theharbour" schemes are not included in
the Bill.
Mr WILLIAMS-With all sincerity,
I submit that a proper function of any
responsible Government is to raise
taxation in the fairest possible way.
The SPEAKER-Order! That may be
so, but it is nO't mentioned in the Bill.
Mr WILLIAMS-I submit that the
measure imposes on elderly people and
people with slender means, who are the
people mostly investing in real estate
and housing. Most residential property
is owned by persons who own one, two
or, at the most, four houses-it is not
all owned by wicked capitalists, as the
Minister of Consumer Affairs and his
colleagues appear to believe.
Mr Spyker-I never said 'that!
The SPEAKER-Order! The honourable member will address the Chair.
Mr WILLIAMS-If the Minister of
Consumer Affairs is kindly disposed
towards capitalists, I apologize to him
and beg his forgiveness. It is most
important that there is well-developed
and well-m'aintained housing and I
believe housing relief for lower-income
groups should be provided only by the
Government, either through Housing
Commission accommodation, rental
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housing or spot purchase schemes, cooperative housing societies 'and other
means whereby low interest housing
loans are made available. A responsible
~odety should not expect cheap housing to be provided by the owners of
residential property 'that have protected
tenancies. That is almost immoral.
Victori'a's economic system is heading
for disarray because of the constant
interference with the free market. If
there is to be a proper supply of goods
and services, including housing accomm'Odation, there must be proper provision of facilities and resources through
the free market. I do not want exploitation.
Quite obviously, ,the housing supply
has to be increased by the Government
through the Housing Commission. It is
not the function of Government to subsidize the wealthy. In many cases, it
could well be that, bec'ause of the very
low rentals being paid, people are able
to invest their money in high interest
securities, even with housing cooperatives, building societies and so on,
that attract interest rate returns of
approximately 17 per cent or 18 per
cent while paying their poor landlords'
rent'als that give those landlords returns
of approximately 3 per cent and 4 per
cent.
It is all very well to value a house
at 500 pounds or $1000-its worth 40
years ago-and to apply a rental to that
valuation. That property today would
probably be worth between $30 000 and
$40 000. Rental should be adjusted
according to current property valuations. It is shameful in a community
where anyone can get an interest rate
of between 10 per cent and 15 per cent
on money invested to expect investors
in housing accommodation to receive
a return of only 2 per cent or 3 per
cent. That is a distortion of resources.
It must result in a reluctance of investors to put money into residential
property for rental accommodation.
Small investors who may be
dependent on a return from these
properties are being penalized. In some
cases, those persons may be getting
only the pension. Often, young people
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purchase rental accommodation as part
of their provision for superannuation.
Any person who buys residential property subject to protected tenancies will
be getting a negative rate of return on
the capital investment. I know of such
a case where interest rates have increased and rentals have remained
stagnant.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
Edrnunds)--Order! I have allowed the
honourable member to' develop his
argument far enough. The Bill is related
t'O protected tenancies.
Mr WILLIAMS-I categorically refute
the assertions from the Minister of
Consumer Affairs and the Minister of
Housing that members 'Of the Opposition are hard-hearted in supporting the
'amendment. There -is no way in clear
conscience that I can support a proposition that the greedy should be
subsidized and protected at the expense
of the needy.
Mr CATHIE (Minister of Housing)The House has listened to a succession
of speakers from the Opposition who
have waxed righteously about the
amendment. Those members of the
Opposition forget that, when the
Liberal Party was in Government, its
solution to the question of some 800
protected tenancies in the State, 70
per cent of which involved persons over
70 years of age, was Ithat on 9 November of this year that protected tenancy
status would be removed and those
persons could be literally' thrown out
on the streets.
Comments made by members of the
former Government included the reasoning that if those elderly persons were
evicted, presumably after six months'
notice, they could apply for Housing
Commission accommodation. However,
there are 16000 people on the waiting
list of the Housing Commission for
rental accommodation and those elderly
persons would have to join that queue
--or perhaps the former Government
was going to say to those already on
the list that they would have to move
down the list to 'allow for those elderly
persons. I do not know what the real
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view of the former Government was, of est'ablished need for public rental
but the amendment being proposed now accommodation and has to. be within a
by the Oppositio.n is irresponsible.
certain maximum value. That value
W eekafter week during this sessio.n, vades from one residential area to
members 'Of the Opposition have been another.
arguing that the Government should
There may be one area with a maxinot be spending so. much money and mum value for properties of approxinow they say that the Government mately $45000 and another area with a
shDuld spend more money, no.t less. maximum value of $50 000. It must be
Time and again during the Budget within the Valuer-General's valuation.
debate, the Oppositio.n has criticized
Obviously, it would be foolish to insist
the Government for spending too much that the Government must purchase a
money and now it has moved an amend- property which is falling down and on
ment calling Dn ,the Government to which it must spend as much money
purchase every house where there is a again on renovating it to make it habitprotected tenant, 'Or to give an under- able. Yet, the Opposition has put forward
taking that the GDvernment will pur- an amendment that states that the Govchase each 'Of the prescribed premises, ernment must purchase these properties
'Or that the Government will make up
irrespective of clear Government gU'ideto the landlord in each case the differ- lines which have been handed down and
ence between the rent actually paid which were adopted by the Opposition
and the market value. That is tot'ally when it was in Government. I am sure
irresponsible. No. Government wo.uld the Opposition has not costed the alternhave that amount of money. Indeed, the ative it is proposing-and iit displayed
Government has made it clear that it the same attitude during the Budget
would consider the needs of landlords debate-which is unusual. The second
as well as the needs of tenants.
alternative is ,to make up to the landMr Lieberman-In what way?
lords in each case the difference between
Mr CATHIE-I shall come to that the rental paid by the tenants on the
shortly. The Government has certainly premises and a fair market rent.
been prepared to. 'admit that in many
A mortgage and rental relief scheme
cases, over 30 years there would be the exists between the State Government
same landlDrds owning residential and the Federal Government and, by
buildings in which protected tenancies agreement, the Victorian Government
exist and that, a proporti'On of those intends to make available approximately
properties subsequently would have $7·5 million for rent relief in this State.
been inherited. I recall one case where I am negotiating with my Federal
a tenant was 'aged 103 years and a land- counterpart to establish clear guidelines
lord was aged 83 years.
for that scheme, but if the Government
The Government has taken the view adopted the scheme before the House,
that if the cares of a pr'Operty are all the money would have to be spent
getting beYDnd the l'andlo.rd, the Gov- in one area alone. Never mind the unernment is prepared to assist. The employed, the pensioner or the single
Government has recognized the need parent family in the community who
for 'assistance and has stated that if the must survive in a private rental market,
case comes within the spot purchase which has a vacancy rate of 1 per cent
guidelines of the Ministry of Housing or less in the metropolitan area, and in
and if the landlo.rd is .prepared to sell a private rental market where rents are
that property, the Government wDuld skyrocketing from $60, $70, $80, $100
be prepared to. negotiate the purchase. to $120 a week; yet these people have to
For the Opposition to. say that the survive on pensions. I believe, as I
GDvernment must purchase those pro- pointed out to the Federal Government,
perties is absolute nonsense. There are that $7·5 million will not go far.
The Government agreed to the maxistrict guidelines for spot purchase and
the OppositiDn ought to. know those mum figure of $10 million for both
gu·idelines. Property has to. be in areas mortgage and rent relief schemes with
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the Commonwealth Government contributing $5'3 million and the Victorian
Government also contributing $5'3
million. It would be irresponsible for
the Government to adopt the proposed
amendment put forward by the Opposition because it would mean that the
Government would have to expend all
the ,money in one area of need alone.
Mr HANN (Rodney)-The Minister of
Housing would have been far better
off if he had not made a contribution
to the debate, because the basis of the
concern put forward by the National
Party and the Opposition is that the
Government is attempting to reverse the
situaNon by placing the onus and the
financial liability for these protected
tenants back onto the landlords.
The Minister virtually spelt out
that he is not interested in purchasing
any of these properties. He stated that
the properties have to be in appropriately approved areas, and if a need for
rental housing can be established in an
area where there is a protected tenant,
obviously there must be a need. What
is he on about?
The Minister has also pointed out
to the House that a maximum of
$50000 was allocated to the spot purchase housing programme. I understand
from a speech earlier today by the honourable member for Albert Park that
some of the houses are valued at well
in excess of $100 000. Obviously, there
is no way the Minister of Housing will
approve the purchase of those properties.
The Minister continued to say that he
was not interested in purchasing houses
that are in a state of disrepair. One
wonders what he is talking about when
he discusses the idea of purchas·ing
houses.
The alternative put to the Government
if it wished to continue with the prot~ction of tenants is to make up the
dIfference between the rent paid by the
tenant and a fair market rent for the
premises, which is the rent being paid
now. I should have thought the Minister
of Consumer Affairs would have been
prepared to accept that. A fair market
rent could be based on the rental charges
made by the Housing Commission for
houses of residence throughout Victoria.
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That must be a fair market rent and it
must be calculated continually by the
Valuer-General's Department, which
should adVise the Minister of Housing,
that is not a difficult task.
In the past, a number of tenants
thought they were protected by the
Housing Commission, until the Ministry
of Housing decided that it wanted to
receive its fair share of market rents.
There was no hue and cry from the
former Opposition, but now that the
Labor Party is in Government it is
continuing to increase market rentals
of Housing Commission homes. The
proposal by the honourable member for
Brighton is realistic and logical. It is a
reasonable compromise in a difficult
situation. The National Party sympathizes with those people who have had
protection over a period, but due recognition should be given to those landlords
who have invested in properties for
many years and yet have not been able
to properly and fairly capitalize on their
investments. The alternative prooosed
in the amendment is logical and should
be supported by the Minister of Consumer Affairs.
The National Party is also concerned
by other aspects of the measure, particularly, the removal of the consideration
of assets and liabilities. The National
Party is gravely concerned that the Government is attempting to revert to the
situation of taking into account income
only. Another important matter is that
no provision exists in the proposed
legislation for the spot purchase programme to proceed or for consideration
to be given to the protected tenants
or their properties under the assistance
program'me. Once the measure is passed,
the Government can virtually snub its
nose at the landlords.
The amendment is reasonable and the
Minister would do well to consider the
proposal carefully because passage of
the Bill may be confronted with some
difficulties in another place if the Government is not prepared to give an
assurance along the lines suggested in
the amendment.
Mr RAMSAY (Balwyn)-I support
the honourable member for Brighton in
moving the amendment to the motion
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possibly has been subsidizing the
rental of those tenants for many years.
They may be tenants with genuine
needs, but why should the community
continue to ask those landlords to be
the providers of assistance for people
with particular needs? Surely, it must
be a community responsibility?
I do not consider the Minister of
Consumer Affairs wants to discriminate
unfairly against landlords or he would
not have included the provisos in the
second-reading speech. Surely he
realizes the inadequacies of the general
undertaking he has given without
making it a firm undertaking. The
amendment of the honourable member
for Brighton proposes that the Government should give that firm undertaking,
which
could be given responsibly and
The point is not that the M'inister of
fairly.
I
urge the Minister to consider
Housing is unaware of the possible
matter
carefully.
the
needs of some of those tenants because
The matter becomes even more comhe has indicated to the House that he
is looking for a solution to the problem plicated when one recognizes that some
where neither landlords nor tenants need of the premises that are prescribed are
suffer. They were his words. The Min- controlled premises. This Chamber has
ister has indicated his concern for the not been given any detailed information
welfare of landlords 'in this case and on which of the premises are shel teryet he has left the situation in an ex- ing the elderly, which were prescribed
tremely uncertain state as to whether years ago in the post-war housing
the Government is genuine in its desire situation-honourable members are all
to fl}lfil the needs of the landlords or to familiar with the sorts of problems
ensure that the landlords involved in that led to the prescription of those
premises-or how many premises have
protected tenancies do not suffer.
come under the control of the MetroThe Minister indicated the willingness politan Fair Rents Board in more recent
of the Ministry of Housing under certain times, possibly for different reasons.
circumstances to engage in spot purThe Minister ought to be able to
chasing of such premises, but only-as pOint out a distinction to the House,
the Minister of Housing has pointed out rather than lumping those premises to-where they meet tight guidelines. gether and putting them in a situation
Clearly some premises will not meet where the landlord will either receive
those guidelines and the opportunity of Government assistance or be left well
purchasing those premises will not exist. and truly up in the air. I urge the
He went on to indicate that if the Minister to adjourn the debate to
owner considers that financial hard- acquire further information and to inship will be caused, consideration will dicate to this House firmly that the
be given to assistance by way of the Government is prepared to take on its
Ministry of Housing rental relief pro- responsibilities. If it wants rental
gramme. The Minister has indicated assistance to continue to be given to
that he is prepared to give this con- those people occupying prescribed
sideration, but he has not said whether tenancies, the assisance should be prohe is prepared to help in those circum- vided at the Government's cost, which
stances. Honourable members are being is really a community cost. It should
asked to take him on his word, but not be sheeted home to individuals who
it is putting at risk every landlord who happen to be landlords of those
is involved in protected tenancies who premises at present.
for the second reading of the Bill before
the House. What is sought by the
amendment is not far removed from the
position that the Minister of Consumer
Affairs indicated during his secondreading speech on the Bill. The Minister
has brought forward the proposal to
allow the continuance of protection for
a number of tenants previously deprived.
These tenants, by and large, are elderly
citizens, and persons with particular
needs. I have not heard one speaker
from either side of the House suggesting
that these tenants ate not worthy of
assistance. The Bill will achieve this,
but at the expense of the landlords who
are involved in protected tenancies. That
point has been most significant in this
debate.

Mr Ramsay
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rights would have expired in November of this year and eviction processes
would have been in train. People in
the electorate that I represent are
affected by the measure. In one instance, a person who had occupied a
property for many years and who was
not a protected tenant was faced with
a situation in which the property
changed hands and the new owner
wanted to increase the rent by $40.
There is no way that the tenant
could have paid that rent. When real
estate agents were approached on the
matter they said that there were many
homes for the aged. A similar attitude
is expressed by the former. Government, as is indicated in the amendment.
The honourable member for Burwood
shed crocodile tears on the cost of
pUblicity by the existing Minister of
Consumer Affairs on this issue. He said
that he did not know what it cost the
taxpayers to inform the people on this
matter. He has a short memory. In the
short period of exultation in which the
honourable member for Burwood was
the Minister of Housing, it was worked
out that the publicity surrounding hilnMr Burgin-What would the cost be? self and the projection of his personal
image and photographs cost $134900.
Mr REMINGTON-It is not a hypoMrs PATRICK (Brighton) - On a
thetical question. It would cost at pOint of order, the honourable member
least $34 million to purchase the pro- for Melbourne is canvassing a matter
perties concerned. The Government is completely outside the terms of the
conducting the affairs of this State in Bill and the amendment before the
a responsible manner. The Government House. He is canvassing what the formade its position clear in the Min- mer Minister of Housing spent on pubister's second-reading speech. I remind licity and I suggest that he is out of
the House of what the Minister said order and should return to the subbecause some people do not want to stance of the Bill and the amendment
recall it. He said:
before the House.
Firstly, if a landlord who believes this action
Mr REMINGTON (Melbourne)-On
causes financial hardship is willing to sell the
prescribed premises, those premises will be the point of order, in the contribution
considered under the spot purchase guidelines of the honourable member for Burlaid down by the Ministry of Housing. If the wood, limited as it was, he made sigprOPerty meets the policy, procedures and
guidelines of that scheme, the Government will nificant play of the cost of the
advertisements. I merely point out the
purchase the property.
utter hypocrisy of that statement when
The shadow Minister of Housing, or one considers that he spent $134900
very shadowy Minister, is interjecting.
What was the former Government's on his own advertisements.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
programme to be from November this
year for the 500 people concerned? Edmunds)-Order! In respect of the
As the legislation currently stands, and matter just raised by the honourable
is supported by the present shadow member for Melbourne, I did not upMinister of Housing, those people's hold the point of order and ·1 will not
Mr REMINGTON (Melbourne)-The
attitudes expressed by the Opposition
on this Bill clearly mark the difference
between the Government and the
Opposition in their philosophies and
attitudes towards people in general.
The Government has taken a firm stand
to protect the position of protected
tenants. In the legislation passed by
this House last year, no compassion
was displayed by any member of the
Liberal Party for the consequences of
the measure and how it would affect
the tenants concerned. No plans were
made by the former Government for
the 800 or 1000 people concerned and
no suggestions were put forward of
what action could be taken to protect
those people. The former Government
could not even tell the House hl>w
many protected tenants there were; it
still does not know. However, the
Opposition has moved an amendment
today, although it is not able to indicate what the cost of the amendment
will be. The days of the pork-barrel
economic management of this State are
finished, and yet the Opposition wishes
to continue it.
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uphold the point of order by the honourable member for Brighton. I suggest
that the honourable member for Melbourne direct his remarks to the Bill
and the amendment.
Mr REMINGTON-The attitude displayed by honourable members opposite highlights their absolute hypocrisy.
The Opposition has done nothing but
shed crocodile tears; its credibility is
in tatters. If the Opposition continues
to conduct itself in this way, its credibility within the community will continue to diminish.
Mr EBERY (Midlands)-I have listened intently to the debate this afternoon and come to the conclusion that
a fundamental difference in philosophy
exists between the Government and the
Opposition. The honourable member for
Melbourne accuses the Opposition of
being unable to judge how much the
proposed amendment will cost. I remind the honourable member for Melbourne of the Minister's remarks in the
second-reading speech, which were:
Firstly, if a landlord who believes this action
causes financial hardship is willing to sell the
prescribed premises, those premises will be
considered under the spot .purchase guidelines
laid down by the Ministry of Housing.
Secondly, if the owner believes the amendments will cause financial hardship and is
willing to sell the property, but that property
does not satisfy the policy procedures and
guidelines of the spot purchase programmes of
the Ministry of Housing, consideration will be
given to 'assistance by way of that Ministry's
rent reldef programme.

The Minister of Housing stated that It
would be doubtful whether these properties would qualify under the spotpurchasing guidelines. I am certain that
the Minister of Consumer Affairs and
the Minister of Housing have not been
talking to one another because they
hold opposing points of view. Surely
it is about time the two Ministers
started talking to one another. If no
incentive is provided for landlords to
rent property, who is to fill the gap?
The Government believes funds should
be allocated to fill the gap, but sufficient funds will never be available. This
is one of the fundamental differences
between the views of the Government
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and the Opposition. I am not sure of
the statistics concerning tenants in privately-owned properties and those receiving shelter from the Housing Commission. However, if private enterprise
is not allowed to prosper and the Government does not provide incentives,
the amount of available rental accommodation in the private sector will
diminish.
The amendment moved by the honourable member for Brighton allows for
these problems and ensures that the
landlord has some rights. Under the
provisions of the Bill, the Government
is not providing landlords with any
rights whatsoever.
The honourable member for Albert
Park mentioned wealthy landlords. I
must point out that I know a landlady
who is a low-income earner and who
also has a property rented by a protected tenant. This lady is almost destitute because of the low rental she receives from her property. It is all very
well for the Government to state that
the landlord should assist with social
welfare problems. The landlord should
not have to subsidize the welfare of
people in difficult circumstances.
The honourable member for Brighton
should be congratulated because the
amendment covers all aspects to ensure
that, if a protected tenant is renting a
property which does not come up to
the requirements of the spot purchase
guidelines, the Government has the
alternative of subsidizing the rent so
that a fair market rental is received for
the premises. The Government should
accept this excellent amendment. The
reputation of the Minister of Consumer
Affa-irs is at stake and he should give
the matter serious consideration.
Mr SPYKER (Minister of Consumer
Affairs) -The debate about protected
tenants this afternoon has been extraordinary. In 1980, when' in Opposition,
the Labor Party raised the same issue
about protected tenants. The Liberal
Government at the time did not give
a damn. If the Liberal Government had
been serious about the problem of protected tenants it would have made the

Residential Tenancies (Amendment) Bill

appropriate amendments to the legislation at that time. I agree that, in some
respects, the Bill takes a piecemeal
approach. However, if the former Government had acted properly in 1980,
the problem would not exist. The Government makes no apologies for the
Bill.
During the election campaign, the
policy speech set out the viewpoint of
the Australian Labor Party. The Speech
of the Governor on the opening of Parliament also clearly set out the Government's policy. No one could say
that it was not spelt out clearly. Protected tenancies was a contentious
issue during the election campaign. The
Government received a mandate to
implement this sort of proposed legislation.
To date there are 733 prescribed
premises and 850 protected tenants.
They range in age from around 50 to
more than 90 years. One protected tenant is 103 years of age. Approximately
84 per cent are over the age of 65
and 70 per cent are more than 70
years of age. The Government will
make sure that these people are not
thrown out of their homes and that
they retain their homes for the remaining years of their lives. It is on -the
heads of members of the Opposition
if they adopt a callous attitude and do
not care for the many elderly people
who have lived and worked in the community for many years.
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Liberal Government was in office for 27
years and it did nothing for landlords
or protected tenants. The Liberals
opted for the easy way out. The former
Liberal Government wanted to throw
protected tenants out of their homes,
and that is why it passed legislation in
1980 which illustrated it was not prepared to do anything to overcome the
problem. If the former Government had
done something about the problem, it
would have accommodated it in the
1980 legislation. It is disgraceful that
nothing was done about the problem
in the 27 years of Liberal Government.
In the short period in which the Labor
Party has been in office it has acted
in the best way possible. The Opposition seeks to put people out of their
homes when the rental market is in
the worst possible state because of the
former Liberal Government's policy last
year. The former Government sold considerable rental housing and did not
supply adequate public housing.
Rental vacancies in Victoria are fewer
than I per cent because of the housing
policy of the previous Government. The
Opposition now wants to turn people
out on the streets at a time when rents
are sky-rocketting and no rental property is available. It is a charade to
try to hide behind this amendment.
The Opposition wants this proposed
legislation to fail, to ensure that protected tenants are not catered for. The
Government will not stand by and allow
that to happen. I urge protected
tenants not to sign any forms at this
time and to make sure that they are
not hoodwinked into signing forms that
could put them out of their homes in
the next few weeks.
The former Minister for Housing, the
honourable member for Burwood, was
hypocritical when talking about advertising and pUblicity campaigns because
he was the biggest show pony in
the previous Government. He spent
thousands of dollars on advertising
campaigns.

The Government totally rejects this
irresponsible amendment. The Minister
of Housing clearly pointed out the
action landlords could take concerning
the spot purchase programme and
rental subsidy. If the Australian Labor
Party had put forward this amendment,
the Liberal Party would have condemned it for being totally irresponsible. The former Liberal Government set
down guidelines for the spot purchase
programme. The Government will continue that programme and will not back
away from it.
Mrs Patrick-That was Brian Dixon!
The Government is concerned about
Mr SPYKER-The honourable memthe possible hardship that could be ber for Brighton said it was Brian
suffered by landlords and has indicated Dixon; members of the Opposition can
the action they can take. The former fight that out amongst themselves.
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I want to draw the attention of the
House to a copy of a press release
that was sent to me from a leading
group involved in housing. It is signed
by the Executive Director of the
Brotherhood of St Laurence, Peter
Hollingsworth; the Episcopal Vicar for
Social Welfare of the Catholic Church;
a representative of the Uniting Church;
the Executive Director of the Victorian
Council of Social Service and a representative of the Tenants Union of
Victoria and Shelter, Victoria. All
those groups endorse the amendment.
Churches and social welfare organizations and any person who has an ounce
of understanding support this amendment. These groups are urging that
this legislation be supported to ensure
it is passed and that these people are
not turned out onto the streets.
The honourable member for Benalla
raised a point concerning section 155.
At present an increase is made following an application to the Residential
Tenancies Tribunal. One cannot say
that there will not be any rental increases. The tribunal will deal with
that. As to section 156, the situation
will return where an application is
made, a description is put, and income
is taken into consideration.
Mr McNamara-What about assets?
Mr SPYKER-They are not taken
into consideration in this section. At
page 6 of my second-reading speech
I said:
Of the 733 premises located by my Ministry,
499 had been registered by 9 May and therefore stand to be de-controlled under existing
provisions in about one month's time. The
remainder, of course, would lose protected
status in November next year.

The honourable member for Brighton
sought information regarding the difference between prescribed tenants,
protected tenants and de-controlled
tenants. I will endeavour to find out
whether that information is available.
If other honourable members are seeking that information, I will be happy to
supply them with it.
The House divided on the question
that the words proposed by Mrs Patrick
to be omitted stand part of the motion
(the Hon. C. T. Edmunds in the chair).
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46
31

Ayes
Noes
Majority
against
amendment ..

the
15

AYES
Mr Pope
Mr Remington
Mr Rowe
Mr Seitz
Mrs Setches
Mr Sheehan

Mr Cain
Miss Callister
Mr Cathie
Or Coghill
Mr Crabb
Mr Culpin
Mr Ernst
Mr Fogarty
Mr Fordham
Mr Gavin
Mr Gray
Mr Harrowfield
Mr Hassett
Mrs Hill
Mr Hockley
Mr Ihlein
Mr Jolly
Mr Kennedy
Mr King
Mr Kirkwood
Mr McCutcheon
Mr McOonald
Mr Mathews
Mr Miller
Mr Newton

(lvanhoe)

Mr Sheehan
(Ballarat South)

Mr Shell
Mr Sidiropoulos
Mr Simmonds
Mr Simpson
Mr Spyker
Mr Stirling
Mrs Toner
Mr Trezise
Or Vaughan
Mr Walsh
Mr Wilkes
Mr Wilton
Tellers:
Mr Norris
Mrs Ray

NOES
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr

Austin
Brown
Burgin
Oelzoppo
Ebery
Evans

(Ballarat North)

Mr Evans
(Gippsland East)

Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr

Hann
Jasper
Jona
Kennett
Lieberman
McGrath
McKellar
McNamara

Mr MacleUan
Mrs Patrick
Mr Ramsay
Mr Reynolds
Mr Richardson
Mr Ross-Edwards
Mr Saltmarsh
Mrs Sibree
Mr Smith
Mr Tanner
Mr Templeton
Mr Thompson
Mr Whiting
Mr Williams
Tellers:
Mr Dickinson
Mr Wall ace

The sitting was suspended at 6.23
p.m. until 8.6 p.m.

The House divided on the motion (the
Hon. C. T. Edmunds in the chair).
Ayes
Noes. .

44
20

Majority for the motion ..

24

Residential Tenancies (Amendment) Bill
AYES
Mr McNamara
Mr Mathews
Mr Newton
Mr Pope
Mr Remington
Mr Roper
Mr Ross-Edwards
Mr Seitz
(Gippsland East)
Mrs Setches
Mr Fogarty
Mr Sheehan
Mr Fordham
(Ivanhoe)
Mr Gavin
Mr Sheehan
Mr Gray
(Ballarat South)
Mr Hann
Mr Shell
Mr Harrowfield
Mr Simpson
Mr Spyker
Mr Hassett
Mrs Hill
Mr Stirling
Mr Hockley
Mr Wallace
Mr Ihlein
Mr Walsh
Mr JolJy
Mr Wilkes
Mr Kennedy
Mr Wilton
Mr Kirkwood
Tellers:
Mr McCutcheon
Mrs Ray
Mr McDonald
Mr Norris

Mr Cain
Miss Callister
Mr Cathie
Mr Coghill
Mr Crabb
Mr Culpin
Mr Ernst
Mr Evans

Mr Austin
Mr Brown
Mr Burgin
Mr Ebery
Mr Jona
Mr Ken-nett
Mr Lieberman
Mr McKellar
Mr Maclellan
Mrs Patrick
Mr Reynolds
Mr Jasper
Mr Miller
Dr Vaughan
Mr Whiting

NOES
Mr Richard-son
Mrs Sibree
Mr Smith
Mr Tanner
Mr Templeton
Mr Thompson
Mr Williams

Tellers:
Mr Delzoppo
Mr Dickinson
PAIRS
Mr Wood
Mr Ramsay
Mr Evans
(Ballarat North)

Mr Saltmarsh

The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
Edmunds)--Is leave granted to proceed
to the third reading?
Mrs PATRICK (Brighton)-Leave is
refused.
The Bill was read a second time and
committed.
Clause 1 was agreed to.
Clause 2 (Preservation of rights of
tenants of prescribed premises)
Mr McNAMARA (Benalla)-The Minister has explained a couple of the
points I raised concerning the deleting
of sections 153 (1), 155, 156 and 157
from the principal Act. He explained
the deleting of section 155 which provides for the increase in the rent to be
in line with the consumer price index.
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The reason for dropping that section
was reasonable and that is now referred
to the Residential Tenancies Tribunal.
However, the point that was not explained clearly by the Minister was the
deleting of section 156. The attitude of
the Government throughout the debate
has been to highlight the problems of
the underprivileged and the oppressed,
but it has made a mockery of the fact
by deleting section 156.
The CHAIRMAN (Mr Wilton)Order! The Committee will come to
order. There is too much audible conversation in the Chamber and I am
finding it difficult to hear what the
honourable member for BenaIIa has to
say.
Mr McNAMARA-The Government
is making a mockery of the argument
that it is trying to put forward, that
the reason for introducing this measure
is to ensure that people in necessitous
circumstances and the underprivileged
wiII be protected. The National Party
supports that proposition and on that
basis it supported the Government in
the recent division, but it is important
to be consistent. I draw to the attention of the Committee the condensation of section 156 that is mentioned
in clause 2 of this amending Bill. The
amendment to section 107A repeals the
words "assets and liabilities" after the
word "income" wherever occurring.
Therefore, in future, no account will be
taken of the assets of the persons in
these houses and, conversely, of their
liabilities.
As I said, while the Government has
been pleading a case for the underprivileged, it is prepared to completely
ignore any assets tha t a person who is
an occupier of one of these homes
might have. The Government should
be severely censured for this because
it makes no sense in view of the argument it is trying to put forward. It is
important that the asssets of these
people be taken into account and one
could draw the example of an occupier
of one of these houses, who might
have assets worth, say $100000. That
amount in assets will not be taken into
account; only income will be taken
into account. That person could, by
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various means, ensure that that income
was directed to other members of his
or her own families and, although he or
she would not be the occupier of that
home, he or she would still be in a
comfortable position.
If the Government is fair dinkum in
the measure it is trying to have passed, .
and in its attempts to protect people
who are underprivileged or in necessitous circumstances, there is absolutely
no reason why section 156 should be
changed. I should like to hear from the
Minister of Consumer Affairs the exact
logic and reason behind that change.
As the honourable member for Mildura
says, by interjection, forget the logic.
I cannot follow the logic at all. Honourable members, like the honourable
member for Albert Park. say that people
who are suffering under the present
legislation will be thrown out on the
street on 9 November if this measure
is not immediately implemented. In the
same breath, they say that we should
forget whatever assets those people
might have and that they will be allowed to stay on. It makes no sense and
I hope the Government will find a satisfactory reason for the confusion.
I have not heard one yet. I asked earlier
in the debate tonight, but I received no
satisfactory response. The Government
should be ashamed, and I am sure it
is acutely embarrassed by tonight's proceedings. I should like the Government
to make a clear statement on the repeal of section 156 in relation to which
the Government says, "We will leave it
as it was and that will ensure that persons in need receive help, and that
those who are in a viable financial position will not".
Mrs PATRICK (Brighton)-I support
the remarks of the honourable member
for Benalla and I also direct attention
to clause 2 (3) which amends section
107A of the Landlord and Tenant Act
1958. That section deals with premises
ceasing to be prescribed premises. Subsection (1) of that section deals with
the situation where the lessor of prescribed premises is of the opinion that
the total earnings and income, assets
and liabilities of the lessee and of the
members of the family of the lessee
ordinarily residing at the premises are
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such that no hardship will be caused
to the lessee if the premises cease to be
prescribed premises.
.
Where there is a suggestion that
premises may cease to be prescribed
premises, only the income of the lessee
can be taken into consideration; the
assets and liabilities of the lessee and
the assets of members of the family
ordinarily residing there are not to be
taken into account. The situation could
exist where a son and a daughter, both
married and both employed, both with
significant assets, could all live there
and that cannot be taken into consideration. Under that provision, the
only matter to be taken into consideration is the lessee's income. That seems
to be totally unjust and unfair, especially in relation to premises where there
is a suggestion that the premises may
cease to be prescribed premises. In
that situation, no longer can assets and
liabilities be taken into account-merely
income. I ask the Minister to examine
the matter between here and another
place with a view to determining what
he really means to do. The provision
seems most inequitable.
The clause was agreed to, as were
the remaining clauses.
The Bill was reported to the House
without
amendment,
and
passed
through its remaining stages.
VETERINARY SURGEONS
(AMENDMENT) BILL
The debate (adjourned from September 9) on the motion of Mr Simpson
(Minister of Public Works) for the
second reading of this Bill was resumed.
Mr AUSTIN (Ripon)-The Bill, as
was pointed out in the second-reading
speech, does five things. Firstly, it
authorizes payments of fees and travelling expenses to members of the Veterinary Board of Victoria, and those fees
are fixed by the Governor in Council.
The Opposition has no quarrel with
that.
Secondly, the Bill tightens control of
the use of the word "veterinary" and
makes it an offence for a person to
designate himself as a veterinarian
unless he is registered by the Veterinary
Board of Victoria. Thirdly, it allows the
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present restoration fee for the late
renewal of a licence, which is currently fixed at $5, to be fixed by
regulation. Fourthly, it allows the
registration of veterinary specialists.
The proposed new section was one
about which the Opposition originally
had some misgiving. In proposed section 24E, the Bill now stipulates the
various areas of specialized registration
as: Veterinary Anaesthesiology; Veterinary Medicine; Veterinary Ophthalmology;
Veterinary
Pathobiology;
Veterinary Radiology; Veterinary Reproduction; or Veterinary Surgery. Because of the narrowness of that stipulation, the Opposition now accepts the
proposed new section. As originally
drafted, the proposed new section was
much wider and the Opposition was
concerned that specialist veterinarians
would register in almost every area of
practice. That would have meant higher
costs for those using veterinary
services.
Fifthly, the Bill provides for recognized bodies to be registered, which is
an important part of this measure. At
present there is no provision for the
teaching institutions or animal welfare
bodies as either corporate or unincorporated bodies to be recognized as such.
On page 2 of the Bill, proposed
section 15A(3) specifically states that
the Veterinary School 'Of the University
of Melbourne shall be deemed to be a
recognized body for the purposes of
this Act. The Opposition has no quarrel
with that. The other organization that
is involved in that particular clause is
the Royal Society for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Anim'als.
Proposed section 15A(2) states:
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by saying that we have no objection
when those services are necessary or
when they 'are required. The Opposition
wishes to protect the consumer from
over-zealous veterinary officers, or
officers of the Royal Soci'ety for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, or
any other body.
The Opposition can foresee an
occasion when an officer of the society,
in his wisdom, decides that certain
services are required because an animal
or 'animals require that service. The
Opposition does not believe that ought
to happen without the knowledge,
agreemen't,approval or understanding
of the owner of that animal.
I give notice that I will be moving
an amendment during the Committee
stage to cope with that concern of the
Opposition.
Mr McGRATH (Lowan)-The National
Party does not see any dangers in the
Bill as it is outlined in the Minister's
second-reading notes; any amendm'ents
to the Act will be in the interests of
veterinary surgeons and their particular
industry.
Everyone knows the significant contribution that veterinarians throughout
the State make to 'animal welfare. Most
people in primary industry who own
animals have called on a veterinary
surgeon in his particular area from time
to time for assistance or advice on
animal husbandry. Veterinary surgeons
make a significant contribution to the
productivity of farmers when there are
outbreaks of various diseases. They
give positive advice and specialist
treatment, such an 'antibiotics or whatever is necessary.
Dr Baxter from Invergordon, a
veterinary surgeon, has raised a query
concerning the amendment proposed to
section 15(2) of the principal Act, which
states:

The Governor in Counci1 may, on the recommendation of the Board, by Order published in
the Government Gazette, dec1are any body
corporate or unincorporate (being a body having as its principal object the promotion of the
welfare of animals) to be a recognized body
for the purposes of this Act.

In sub-section (2) after the word "person"
there shall be inserted the words "other than
a person registered under this Act as a
veterinary surgeon"; and

That provision would apply specifically
to the Royal Society for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals 'and I have no
objection to those bodies providing
veterinary services, but we qualify that

Dr Baxter would like to know what
rights does an officer from the Department of Agriculture, who is more or
less an animal health officer, have under
this partictilar clause.
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Mr Wilkes-It does not refer to them
at all.
Mr McGRATH-That is right, and
the National Partv wants some clarification on that pOint.
'
The National Party will await the
proposed amendment to be moved by
the honourable member for Ripon. but
other than that the provi~ions outlined
in the Bill seem reasonable and it is
hoped that they will be of 'assistance to
veterinary surgeons in this State.
Dr COGHILL (Werribee)-I wish to
speak only briefly, and, of course, as a
qualified, and indeed registered, veterinary surgeon in the State I have a
particular interest in this Bill.
Firstly, I congratulate the Government for having taken the initiative
with the several proposals that 'are
embodied in this measure. Honourable
memhers may be 'aware that last year
the former Government introduced a
Bill into this Parliament which incorporated only some of these provisions.
Honourable members willlalso be aware
that the then Government did not proceed with that Bill in the dying hours
of the Parliament. What was significant
about the Bill was ithat the then Government had been advised to incorporate all of the proposals which have
been accepted and brought forward by
the present Government, but for reasons
that are still not apparent and not
explained by the former Minister of
Agriculture, it did not proceed with a
number of significant proposals which
are in this Bill. The proposals which
the then Government did proceed with
were the least significant matters
brought to its attention by the Veterinary Board of Victoria.
It is worth noting that the Veterinary
Board of Victoria has maintained its
support for the proposals that lare now
in the Bill but, equally important, the
Australian Veterinary Association Ltd
(Victorian Division) has indicated to
me its full support for the proposals
that the Government has brought
forward.
As regards the particular matters
raised by earlier speakers, the honourable member for Ripon suggested that
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there might be a need to protect consumers from what he tetm'ed overzealous officers of the Royal Society for
the Prevention of Cruelty t'O Animals
and other organizations. Honourable
members have yet to see his proposed
amendment, but it would seem that he
is preoccupied only with the possible
role of the society and other animal
welfare organization officers in this
context and does not want to apply the
same standards to veterinary surgeons
acting in other capacities, such as in
private practice.
Tt js puzzling to me tha't the former
Minister should have concentrated his
attention on officers of the Royal Society
for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals, who have shown themselves
to be conscientious rather than over
zealous. and that he should not have
sought to extend the same principle to
veterinary surgeons in private practice
and also other veterinary surgeons.
I am not sure that the honourable
member for Lowan has been well
advised on the current situation in
regard to the matters he raised. He
made some reference to the Department
of Agriculture animal welfare officers.
To the best of my knowledge, there
are no officers with that particular
veterinary
designation.
Certainly,
officers within the Department of
Agriculture inv~stigate anim'al welfare
matters and, as veterina'ry officers
within ,the Department of Agriculture, they are entitled and required
to be registered veterinary surgeons.
So, in every normal sense, they are
subject to the provisions of the Act.
I am unaware of any circumstances
in which animal health officers would
be undertaking activities in contravention of the Act as it stands or as
proposed by the Bill. Perhaps the honourable member for Lowan should have
given a more concrete example of his
concern. I know of no circumstance in
which animal health officers or nonveterinary officers of the Department
of Agriculture are likely to find themselves in breach of the Act as it stands
or as the Bill proposes to amend it.

Veterinary Surgeons (Amendment) Bill

1 commend the Bill to the House.
It is an overdue reform and I con-

gratulate the Government for taking
up the matter.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was read a second time, and
it was ordered that it be committed.
Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government) -I move:
That it be an instruction to the Committee
that they have power to consider a new clause
to extend the privileges and irnmunities of
section 21 A of the Evidence Act 1958 to any
investigation or inquiry of the Veterinary Board.

The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was committed.
Clauses 1 to 3 were agreed to.
Clause 4 (Amendment of No. 6410
s. 15)
Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government) -I move:
Clause 4, after line 9 insert:
'(b) In

sub-section (3) after the word
"thing" there shall be inserted the words
"other than a stock medicine registered
under the Stock Medicines Act 1958";
and'.

The amendment was agreed to, as
was a verbal amendment, and the
clause, as amended, was adopted.
Clause 5 (Provision of veterinary
services)
Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government) -I move:
Clause 5, page 2, lines 26 to 28, omit all
words and expressions on these lines and
insert:
"15A. (I) A recognized body may provide a
veterinary service in accordance with the
provisions of this section.".

The amendment was agreed to.
Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government) -I move:
Clause 5, page 3, lines 29 to 31, omit "that
body to do or perform any act, matter or thing
in connexion with such service forming part
of the practice of veterinary surgery or veterinary medicin~" and insert "or on behalf of
that body to provide the service".

The amendment was agreed to.
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Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government) -I move:
Clause 5, page 3, lines 33 to 36, omit all
words and expressions on these Hnes and
insert
"(8) Nothing in this Act shall operate to
prevent the provision of a veterinary service by
a person under the direct instruction or supervision of a registered veterinary surgeon in the
course of undergoing a course of study or
training in veterinary science conducted by The
School of Veterinary Science of The University
of Melbourne.".

The amendment was agreed to.
Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government) -I move:
Clause 5, page 3, after sub-clause (8) insert:
"(9) Where a body other than a recognized
body provides a veterinary service-(a) in the case of a body that is a body
corporate, the body shaH be guilty of an
offence and liable to a penalty not
exceeding $1000; and
(b) in the case of ,a body that is an unincorporated body, every person (whether
a member of the body or not) who at
the time of the provision of the veterinary service was a member of the
committee of management or other governing body of the unincorporated body
shall be guilty of an offence and liable
to a penalty not exceeding $1000.".

The amendment was agreed to, as
was a verbal amendment, and the
clause, as amended, was adopted.
Clause 6 (Amendment of No. 6410
s. 16)
The ACTING CHAIRMAN (Mr Remington)-Order! I shall call the honourable member for Ripon.
Dr COGHILL (Werribee)-On a point
of order, Mr Acting Chairman, I
wonder whether it might be simpler to
allow the Minister to invite the Committee to vote against the clause first,
which might then allow the honourable
member for Ripon to decide whether he
wishes to proceed with the amendment
circulated in his name.
The ACTING CHAIRMAN-Order! Is
it the intention of the Minister to
report progress?
Mr WILKES (Minister for Loc'aI Government) -As yet, Mr Acting Chairman, the Committee has not had the
benefit of hearing the amendment to
be proposed by the honourable member
for Ripon.
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The ACTING CHAIRMAN-Order! I
am advised that, if the honourable member for Ripon wishes to speak to clause
6, I should hear him, but the Minister
has priority if he wishes to invite the
Committee to vote against the clause.
Mr AUSTIN (Ripon)-J had proposed
to move an amendment to clause 6
but I understand the Minister proposes
that the clause be omitted. My proposed amendment related to a concern
by the Opposition in regard to veterinary services provided by bodies such
as the Royal Society for Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals.
As I mentioned in my remarks
earlier, there is a concern that officers
of bodies such as the Royal Society
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals could in their wisdom decide that
certain veterinary services were required to an animal or animals on a
property and that they might then
instruct their veterinary officers to carry
out that service without the knowledge
or consent of the owner.
The Opposition believes there should
also be a protection for the owners of
the animals in that the services are
not carried out without their knowledge
or consent, and my proposed amendment related to that fact.
This in no way is a criticism of the
Royal Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals. I have already
shown that I have the greatest respect
for that society and its officers and the
way in which they conduct their affairs.
This is merely a protection, but my
amendment would also be a protection
to the society against over-diligent
officers taking affairs into their own
hands and the owners of animals being
faced with a bill for the veterinary services when that owner had no say in
whether or not the veterinary services
were required. As I say, the amendment I proposed to move was a protection for both the owner of the animals and the body that might be
involved.
Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-I am grateful for the explanation given by the honourable member
for Ripon. However, I urge honourable
members to vote against the clause.
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The clause was negatived.
The remaining clauses were agreed
to.
New clauses
Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-I move:
Insert the following new clause to follow
clause 2:
'AA. In section 3 of the Principal Act, after
the interpretation of "Registered veterinary
surgeon" there shall be inserted the following
interpretation:
"Veterinary service" means the doing or
performance of any act, matter or thing,
the doing or performance of which forms
part of the practice of veterinary surgery,
and includes the rendering of attendances or advice and the supplying of
medicines for veterinary purposes.'

The new clause was agreed to.
Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-I move:
Insert the following new clause to follow
clause 3:
'BB. After section 11 (2) there shall be
inserted the following sub-section:
"( 3) The provisions of section 21 A of the
Evidence Act 1958 shall apply to any investigation or inquiry under this Act by the Board as
if the investigation or inquiry were an inquiry
by a board appointed by the Governor in
Council to make an inquiry and members of
the Board under this Act were members of
such a board of inquiry." '.

The new clause was agreed to.
Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-l move:
Insert the following new clause to follow
clause 5:
'CC. For section 16 of the Principal Act there
shall be substituted the following section:
"16 Every registered veterinary surgeon and
every recognized body shall be entitled
to recover in any court of competent
jurisdiction his or its (as the case may
be) fees and charges for the provision
of any veterinary service." '.

Mr BURGIN (Polwarth)-I am sorry
I was not in the Chamber earlier. Could
the Minister explain the purpose of
the new clause?
Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government) - It is a complementary
amendment which defines "veterinary
service" to include services normally
provided by veterinarians.
Mr E.BERY (Midlands)-I seek clarification from the Minister. The effect
of the new clause is that the Governor
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in Council may, on the recommendation
of the court, permit any body corporate
or any officer of the body to have
power to charge fees. That means that
the owners of property will have little
or no say about whether their stock
were subject to scrutiny by officers
or inspectors of any body or body
corporate-the list could be as long as
a piece of string.
The honourable member for Ripon
mentioned the Royal Society for thePrevention of Cruelty to Animals. The provision could be extended to any body
or body corporate that received the
consent of the Governor in Council to
have power to charge fees. Even though
the owners of property had not requested the veterinary inspection or
were or were not guilty of any cruelty
to animals they would be subject to
the new clause. Under those circumstances it would be very unfair to the
property owners because they could be
well within their rights in ensuring the
animals were well looked after but
could, at the same time, be subject to
costs incurred by some zealous inspect or or officer from a number of bodies
the Governor in Council had approved.
Mr BURGIN (Polwarth)-Is it the
intention of the Government that irrespective of what circumstances arise
so far as a body corporate is concerned, under the proposed new clause
it will be able to charge fees for its
services?
Mr Wilkes-That was dealt with by
the omission of clause 6.
Mr BUR GIN-I reaHze clause 6 has
been omitted, but it is being replaced
by something just as disastrous. I seek
a reply from the Minister because I
believe proposed new clause CC is replacing clause 6 with the same type
of situation where any person from a
body corporate can bring along a veterinary surgeon to a property and demand that the owner of that property
pay for services that were given unsolicited by the owner of the property.
Dr COGHILL (Werribee)-The honourable memhers for Polwarth and
Midlands are being entirely fanciful in
suggesting that the honourable member
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for Ripon, the former Minister of Agriculture, would have recommended to
the Governor in Council that any incorporated body be recognized for the
purposes of the measure. I do not believe the honourable member for Ripon
would have been so irresponsible. I am
certain that no Minister of the Government would be so irresponsible as
to so recommend. I am even more confident that the Governor in Council
would not take such an irresponsible
attitude.
It is entirely reasonable that any
veterinary surgeon should have an unfettered right to fees for services he
has delivered. There has been some
slight legal doubt about that in the
past. Similarly, it is reasonable that
bodies such as the School of Veterinary
Science, the Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals and any
like respected responsible body should
have the opportunity and the right to
sue for fees for services delivered. That
is a minimum entitlement. However,
members of the Opposition have some
paranoia about hypothetical, overzealous officers of these organizations
charging fees for services that it is
claimed may not have been sought by
owners.
I can well imagine circumstances in
which a dog is hit on a highway and
taken to a nearby veterinary surgeon's
office, whether operated by a private
veterinary surgeon or a corporate body,
and in which the surgeon treats the
animal because of the urgency of the
case. I have been involved in taking
a dog to the School of Veterinary
Science in a similar emergency. Unfortunately, in that case the dog died
before treatment was given, but it
could have been that the dog may have
been treated, recovered and the owner
identified and payment sought. It is
reasonable in those circumstances that
a veterinary surgeon or a corporate
body should have that right.
The reality is that the Royal Society
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animas' the School of Veterinary Science
or any other corporate body or private
veterinary surgeon in those circumstances would not pursue that debt to
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the ends of the earth and hound the
particular owner of that animal. I suggest that the honourable members
should be realistic and show confidence
in Ministers, whether of this Government or of any future Government.
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Mr EBERY (Midlands)-I, too, am
disappointed at the attitude of the Government. A specific case drawn to my
attention concerned an officer of the
Royal Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals who sought veterinary assistance for what he believed
Mr AUSTIN (Ripon)-I am very dis- was a case of cruelty to an animal.
appointed in the attitude of the Gov- After one month, my constituent
ernment and this amendment. I fore- received an account for $58. My conshadowed an amendment and gave a stituent did not request that veterinary
copy of it to the Minister to give him service and, when tie made that known,
sufficient time in which to examine it. he was told that if payment was not
The amendment I proposed to move made a summons would be issued
was positive and in the interests of the charging him with cruelty to animals.
measure and the interests of all con- In actual fact, there was no cruelty to
cerned. Now. a complicated series of any animal and, in those circumstances,
amendments has been moved and I am where that individual did not seek
certain that few honourable members veterinary assistance. it is most undeentirely understand the ramifications sirable for him to be placed in this
of what is occurring.
position.
I am further disappointed that the
After nine months, he received anhonourable member for Werribee has other account, this time for $53, and
used his normal tactics of indulging in was again given to understand that
a slanging match and heavy criticism if he did not pay this amount within
of members of the Opposition who 4 to 5 days he would receive a sumreally have tried to be responsible, but mons. This is the type of case that is
that· is in keeping with his attitude. most damaging to the intent of the
The Opposition will now closely exam- measure. It is most unfair under those
ine the amendments being moved and circumstances that the property owner
which will be put throup,h the Com- should pay that account and I suggest
mittee because the Opposition does not that the Government reconsiders its
have the numbers to defeat them in amendments.
this place. The Opposition will take
Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Govevery opportunity in the passage of the ernment) -In response to the honourBill between now and the other place able members for Polwarth, Midlands
to analyse what is being done tonight. and Ripon and their concern for part of
Dr COGHILL (Werribee)-When I the amendment-certainly. they have
had foreknowledge of the proposed advised the Committee of the broadness
of their concern-which suggests that
amendment of the honourable member every
recognized body shall be required,
for Ripon, I took the opportunity of and so on, I am prepared to tak'~ that
discussing it with the Vice-President up with the Minister on their behalf
of the Australian Veterinary Associa- between the Bill going from here to
tion in Victoria, who happens coinci- another place.
dentally to be a councillor of the Royal
The new clause was agreed to.
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty
The Bill was reported to the House
to Animals, Dr Marv Barton, who with
amendments, and passed through
advised me that the honourable mem- its remaining stages.
ber's reservations and concerns as
expressed in the foreshadowed amendment were unjustified. All the evidence LOCAL GOVERNMENT (PECUNIARY
supports that view of Dr Mary Barton. INTERESTS OF COUNCILLORS) BILL
It is entirely reasonable that the ComThe message from the Council relatmittee shou"ld consider and accept the ing to the amendments in this Bill was
Government's proposal.
taken into consideration.

Local Government Bill
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Council's amendments:
1. Clause 2, page 2, lines 10-13, omit

tt,

he shall, immediately before any consideration
or discussion of the contract, ,proposed contract
or other matter commences, disclose the nature
of the interest." and insert:
"or discussed, or is aware that the contract,
proposed contract or other matter is to be
considered or discussed, he shall(a) where he is present at the meeting at
which the consideration or discussion is
to take .place, disclose the nature of the
.interest immediately before the consideration or discussion; or
(b) where he does not intend to be present
at the meeting at which the consideration or discussion is to take place, disclose the nature of the interest to the
municipal clerk at any time before the
meeting is held.".
2. Clause 5, page 6, line 36, omit "may"
and insert "shall".
3. Clause 5, page 6, line 38, after "to do so..
insert "and the application meets the requirements of the regulations".

Mr WILKES (M'inister for Local Government) -I move:
That amendment No. 1 be agreed to.

The first amendment relates to clause
2 and amends the proposed new
section 181 (1) of the Local Government Act, which is the controversial
section of the Act. It requires a municipal councillor who does not intend
to attend the council or committee
meeting at which the council or committee proposes to discuss a matter
in which he has a pecuniary interest
nevertheless to disclose the nature of
his interest to the municipal clerk
before the meeting is held. Previously,
the primary purpose of section 181
was to deter a councillor from influencing the vote of other councillors
at a council meeting on a matter in
which the councillor had a pecuniary
interest. The councillor is now required
to make a disclosure of his interest
at the meeting, and a record of his
disclosure is kept and is available for
inspection.
Up until now the legislation has not
imposed similar requirements on a
councillor outside the council chamber.
In another place the first amendment
proposed to impose that control on the
councillor outside the council chamber.
The amendment is moving into a new
and perhaps complex area. Although
J accept the amendment, 1 draw the
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attention of the House to the fact that
it may have some effect on section 181
that was not intended by the proposer
of the amendment. The second and
third amendments are to clause 5.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
Edmunds)--Order! Before the Minister
deals with all the amendments, I ask
the honourable member for Brighton
whether she wishes, and whether the
National Party wishes to proceed with
debate on the individual amendments.
Mrs PATRICK (Brighton)-Thank
you, Mr Speaker. The Opposition
agrees with the first amendment. It is
important that when the councillor is
outside the chamber he is still covered.
The SPEAKER-Order! 1 will put the
amendments separately. The question
is amendment No. 1 be agreed to.
The motion was agreed to.
Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government) -I move:
That amendment No. 2 be agreed to.

The second amendment relates to proposed new section 181 A and replaces
the word "may" with the word "shall"
in the proposed sub-section. This
amendment, if accepted, will make
clear that the municipal clerk must
allow a person who has applied in
writing to inspect the register of

interests.
Previously it was provided that the
applicant may inspect the register of
interests, but the amendment now proposed places some responsibility on the
municipal clerk in that, after applying
in writing, the person shall have the
register of interests made available to
him.
Mrs PATRICK (Brighton)-It would
be convenient for the Opposition and
also for the Government if amendments
No. 2 and No. 3 were dealt with
together because they run together;
one is consequent upon the other.
(Benalla)-The
Mr
McNAMARA
National Party concurs.
By leave, the motion was withdrawn.
Mr WILKES (Minister for Loc'al Government) -I move:
That amendments Nos. 2 and 3 be agreed to.
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The second amendment replaces a word
and makes it clear that the municipal
clerk may allow an applicant who
applies in writing to inspect a register of
interests, and the third amendment also
proposes a further amendment to new
sub-section (12). Up until now the
legislation has not imposed simil~r requirements to those now provided for
an applicant to inspe'ct the register under
the provisions of the new section.
The Government has considered the
amendments and, in the interests of the
matters contained in the Bill, is willing
to accept them. Of particular importance are the new provisions in the Bill
for the establishment by each council
of a register of financial interests of
its councillors.
Mrs PATRICK (Brighton)-When the
Bill first came before the House the
Opposition raised grave doubts ~bout
the mandatory requirement for a council or municipality to have a register of
councillors' and officers' interests. As a
result of that doubt, I wrote to 211
municipalities seeking their opinions
about the mandatory requirement. The
Opposition considered local government
as an equal partner in Government
that it was responsible and had com~
of age, and that, therefore, each council should decide whether it would
have a register. Of the 211 municipalities that received the letters, 16
answered that they were against the
mandatory provision. The Municipal
Association of Victoria also conducted
a survey of those 211 municipalities
of which 25 per cent responded, but
not all 25 per cent were against the
mandatory provision.
. In the face of that, the Opposition
dId not oppose the mandatory requirement. However, an amendment was
moved by Mr Hunt in another place
that only assests within the municipality would be declared on the register
and that any other matters that arose
from time to time in which a councillor
would have to declare his interests
prior to the matter being discussed
?r !f he believed he had any interest
In It would be dealt with under the
Local Government Act. The amendment
was defeated because it was not supported by the National Party.

Local Government Bill

When clause 5 was changed to omit
the word "may" and insert the word
"shall" regarding the access to the
register, Opposition members were concerned that the officer could not use
his discretion. He could not say, "What
do you want to know? You are being
a stickybeak". He was obliged to disclose the contents of the register to
someone who asked in writing to see it.
One can imagine that some people
could use to their advantage the knowledge that a councillor or officer had
shares in Broken Hill Pty Co. Ltd,
a beach house or whatever other
assets. This caused grave concern.
Therefore, in the Upper House the
Opposition moved to add the words,
"and the application meets the requirements of the regulations". Regulations
would provide guidelines to the officer
as to who was allowed to see the
register.
This provision does not restrict open
Government. Anyone who has a genuine requirement to see a register will
be allowed to do so. The Opposition
calls upon the Government immediately
to draw up regulations so that the officer concerned has some guidance. I can
imagine the officer being in an invidious position if he is obliged to
hand over the information to people
who have made written applications
if he does not know what are the
guidelines. I reiterate that the Opposition would have preferred each municipality to make its own decision on
whether it had a register. Many municipalities already have registers. It is to
be deplored that, on the one hand, the
Government offers local powers of general competency, although it is not clear
what that means or what anybody
envisages powers of general competency to be, and, on the other hand,
the Government tens local government what to do. It is time that local
government is regarded completely as
an equal partner in government and not
as a subservient vassal of the State
Government.
Mr McNAMARA (Benalla)-The comments of the honourable member for
Brighton are interesting and illuminating because they highlight the double
standards that the Opposition has put

Local Government Bill
forward, both in this Chamber and in
the Upper House. She started to argue
the pros and cons of local government being completely independent as
a third arm of government, but when
it came to determining whether local
government should choose its own fate
and determine whether it will have a
register of pecuniary interests, the
Opposition voted with the Government
to impose that register on local government, not giving it the right to determine what -it would do.
lt indicated a complete disregard for
the interests of country people. The
response throughout the countryside is
that people in local government do not
want this register imposed on them.
They want to determine whether they
. will have pecuniary interest registers,
and that is the way it should be. How
would honourable members of this
Chamber like it if the Commonwealth
Government told us what our pecuniary
interests register should include and at
what times we should meet, such as the
legislation foreshadowed to be in the
pipeline which suggests that councils
should meet after 5 o'clock?
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
Edmunds)--Order!
The honourable
member should be debating the amendments before the House and not widening the debate. He is out of order in
doing so.
Mr McNAMARA-I 'am endeavouring
to answer some of the criticisms that
have been levelled to which the honourable member for Brighton was allowed
to speak.
The SPEAKER-Order! The honourable member shall direct his remarks
to the amendments.
Mr McNAMARA-That is exactly
what I am endeavouring to do. The Bill
is vitally important for everyone in the
community and for local government.
It is important that the attitude honourable members take and the resppnsibility we are prepared to give to local
government be considered. In clause 5
the word "may" is omitted and the
word "shall" is inserted. That matter
was raised in another place by Mr Ken
Wright who represents the North Western Province. He directed the attention
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to the fact that the word "may" puts
onus of responsibility heavily on the
town clerk or shire secretary to determine who shall or shall not inspect the
register that is available. The amendment leaves no doubt in the matter.
When people ask to inspect a register
that is available it is not the town
clerk's prerogative to make a judgment on whether that person or another
person shall see it. The National Party
supports the amendment and commends
the Government for taking up the suggestion of Mr Wright. The third amendment states that "the application meets
the requirements of the regulations".
That is an extremely important
provision.
It is interesting to note that, -in discussing the pecuniary interest register,
this Bill is based on the Liberal Party
Bill of 1981 and also follows recommendations of the Statute Law Revision
Committee. The Liberal Party and the
committee both suggested that the
register be voluntary. The Liberal Party
in the Upper House has voted against
its own Bill, which it presented in the
spring sessional period last year. It has
ignored the recommendations of the
committee and has compelled everyone
in local government to register their
interests, whether or not they wish to
do so. That is totally against the wishes
of local government. The National Party
does not argue with the clauses that
have been presented to the House, but
it is disillusioned with the way the
Opposition has sold out people in
country areas in particular, and ignored
the wishes of those people.
The motion was agreed to.
APPROPRIATION (1982-83, No. 1)
BILL
The House went into Committee for
the consideration of this Bill.
Clause 1 was agreed to.
Clause 2 (Application of moneys)
The CHAIRMAN (Mr Wnton)Order! For the benefit of honourable
members, I point out the form in
which the debate on clause 2 should
take place. Each division shown in the
Bill will be called on and honourable
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members wishing to speak on that
division should confine their remarks
to the items of expenditure listed
under the division to be considered.
Mr Whiting-Is the Works and Services Appropriation Bill being debated
concurrently with the Appropriation Bill
at this stage?
The CHAIRMAN-It is not; this is
the Appropriation Bill.

Appropriation (1982-83, No. 1) Bill

paper offices. A strike would take place
every newspaper around the country
if journalists and staff were not provided with subsidized meals. The press
also enjoys the privilege of cheap meals
in this place.
I hope that this measure will stop
once and for all the denigration that
takes place. There would not be any
company executive or senior public
servant who would work the number
of hours that members of Parliament
PARLIAMENT
Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster)-A sum work, with the dedication they display.
of $356500 has been allocated to the Surely members of Parliament deserve
Parliamentary Refreshment
Rooms. some relaxation and a chance to enterJournalists or anyone else who deni- tain constituents. I enjoy home cooking
and I point out that the refreshment
grat~ the Parliament because people
receIve supposedly cheap meals should rooms do not necessarily provide the
take note that with inflation, the tax- avant-garde cooking one reads about in
payer is subsidizing the dining-room the Women's Weekly and other maga12 per cent less than last year. Like zines. I commend the Treasurer for
all good employers, the Parliament sub- keeping a tight rein on the expenditure
sidizes the dining-room mainly for the in the refreshment rooms. I realize
benefit of the staff of the Parliament when I pay my bill each day that I am
who are in attendance throughout th~ paying a greater share of the cost of
year and dine regularly in this place. the refreshment rooms than ever before. I hope that the denigration of our
In 1981-82 nearly 60000 meals were excellent dining-room facilities will not
served in this place. Half of those meals contini~e.
were cash sales to staff. Sales to memMr THOMPSON (Leader of the Opposibers were only half of those to staff.
Credit sales shared between the staff tion) - I note there is an increase of
and members amounted to 30 000 meals. approximately one-third, or 30 per cent,
Many people do not realize that many in the moneys set aside for Parliamentlunches and dinners served to members ary printing. This, on the surface,
in this place take place when they are appears to be a large estimate for one
entertaining visitors from all over Vic- year, and I ask the Treasurer to explain
toria, including constituents and people the increase.
who are making representations.
Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-It is importIt is easy to discuss matters over ant for honourable members to recoglunch or dinner, as anyone in a business nize that Parliament is in the process of
organization will agree. I am sick and moving towards a daily Hansard. This
tired of the denigration which takes will be of considerable advantage to
place because meals in this place are members of Parliament and one of the
supposedly subsidized by something important issues associated with it is
that it will relieve some of the stress
like $6 a meal.
imposed on Hansard reporters at preI· could not serve this Parliament if sent. The Government considered it
I had to go to expensive restaurants necessary to overcome this problem
in the city and use my American Ex- because, in the past, Hansard reporters
press card or Bankcard to pay for have had to put up with long hours
meals at $30 or $50 because I needed and considerable stress, and the Govto discuss an important matter with a ernment is well on the way to reformconstituent or some other person who ing that situation.
could supply wise advice to serve the
Mr RAMSAY (Balwyn)-I note the
people of Victoria. I remind members
of the press and journalists of the recent change that has come about in
benefits they receive from the news- the printing of Hansard in that the
In

Appropriation (1982-83. No. 1) Bill
Hansard for the Legislative Assembly
and the Hansard for the Legislative

Council are now appearing as two
separate volumes. Although in the first
instance this might appear to be an
unnecessary extravagance, it is a considerable improvement so far as the
actual production of Hansard is concerned.
This system enables the Government
Printer to proceed with the printing of
the Hansard for the Legislative Assembly even though the Legislative Council debates may not be complete. If the
circumstances were reversed, the
opposite situation would prevail. The
change is worth noting and I am sure
all honourable members support it.
Mr THOMPSON (Leader of the Opposition) -All honourable members are
strong supporters of the Parliamentary
Library and admire the work done by
its staff. All honourable members agree
that money spent in that area, generally
speaking, is being well spent. I notice
that general expenses for the Library
have risen by more than 100 per cent. I
am sure honourable members would be
interested in hearing some explanation
on that point.
Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-A number
of items under the heading of "Administrative expenses" have arisen. One of
the largest increases relates to office
requisites, equipment, printing and
stationery. This covers additional shelving for United Kingdom and Government publications. The amount has
increased from' $3965 to $9000 this
financial year. There is also an increase
in books and publications. The inflationary element has to be taken into
account, and an increase from $31 585
to $39 500 has occurred. There is some
allowance for an increase in postal and
telegram expenses which are generally
in line with accepted rates of increase.
"Incidental expenses" is the largest
item of increase and rises from $15983
to $61 600. The reason for this increase
is the implementation of on-line access
to information data bases in Australia
and overseas for members of Parliament. The asquisition of a computer
terminal will act as the Victorian
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Parliament's first dip into the composed
computer network of libraries of the
Australian Parliaments and also allow
access to the House of Commons complex information base.
Mr TANNER (Caulfield)-I thank the
Treasurer for his comments about the
access that the Victorian Parliamentary
Library will now have to other Parliamentary libraries. especially the library
in the House of Commons.
During the last session of Parliament,
I was pleased to attend a briefing at the
Library where a gentleman gave a
demonstration of how the library could
gain access to the library of the United
States Congress. It was an intriguing
hour as time after time the gentleman
gained access to the library in Washington and managed to produce various
sources of informat!ion that could be
applied immediately to help honourable
members in general research and in
research for debates in this Parliament.
It is something from which the ParliamenI will benefit and it is a great step
forward for our Library.
Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster)-As a
lover of books and a person who has
spent most of his life involved in research, I inform members of this Parliament that we are getting library services
on the cheap. The small amount being
spent on the Parliamentary Library is
no credit to the Parliament. The Parliament is spending $39 500 on books and
publications. That ·is a miserable figure
when one considers that books can cost
$20 each and magazine subscribtions
cost $50 to $100.
Members of this Parliament should
compare the Parliamentary Library with
the
Commonwealth
Parliamentary
Library. In the 1981-82 Commonwealth
Budget. $3'7 million was allocated to
the Library. That is about one-seventh
of the total Parliamentary Budget. The
Com'monwealth Library employed 131
full-time staff, 5 part-tlime staff and 41
research staff for 189 members of Parliament. This Parliament's poor Library
services 123 members and has an overworked staff of 16. They are wonderful.
dedicated people who are worked to the
bone trying to keep up with the cataloguing and caring of books as well as
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trying to assist honourable members to this Parliament and the people of Vicget the information they want. The Vic- toria will pay a terrible price for its
torian Parliament is spending $451 000 ignorance.
on the ParHamentary Library, compared
Mr McNAMARA (BenaUa)-I would
.wi.th $306 000 last year. The ratio of l'ike to express my concern about the
expenditure to
the Parliamentary amount allocated for library services.
budget in the Commonwealth Library is I am a keen supporter of library services
about four to one, compared with about and I always have been. In fact, over
twenty to one in Victoria.
the past three years I have been chairThat is not satisfactory and I hope man of the Goulburn Valley Regional
the Treasurer, as an educated man with Library Service. As the honourable
a background in books, will heed the member for Doncaster said, it is importplea of the Library Committee and see ant that members of the Parliament prothat the Parliamentary Library receives vide themselves with an adequate
a lot more money next year.
Library because it is a research source
Compared with the Queensland and if the Library is well equipped and
Parliament, which is supposed to be a well staffed, the standard of contribuhill-billy Parliament, the Victorian tions'in this Chamber will certainly rise.
Parliament is not in the race. The It is interesting to note how well read
Queensland Parliament has 82 members members of Parliament are in Queensand has a library staff of 23 with seven land.
research officers. In the 1981-82 Budget,
I support the previous remarks made
the Queensland
Parliament spent by honourable members. It is important
$500 000 on the Parliamentary Library, that members of Parliament have the
compared with the $300000 the Vic- adequate service that we ear.nest~y
torian Government spent on the Vic- desire and need, and I am sure It WIll
torian Parliamentary Library.
contribute beneficially to this Chamber
The latest comparative figures I am and what is received in it.
aware of indicate that Queensland proMr THOMPSON (Leader of the Opposivided an expenditure of $6378 for each
-I note that the allocation for
tion)
member of Parliament; New South
Division
109 has been increased by
Wales provided an expenditure of
approximately
one-third. Would the
$3425; South Australia provided $2638
Trea~!urer indicate to the House to what
and Victoria provided a miserable
$2450 for each member. It is not good degree this will allow an increase in
the staff of Hansard and to what degree
enough.
the additional money is merely spent in
It is no longer possible to blame the providing for increases in salaries?
previous Government of which I was a
Mr lOLLY (Treasurer)-Two major
member. The Labor Party is dedicated
to knowledge and the dissemination of factors are associated with the increase
it, and if Victoria is to be a State worthy in the allocation under this division. The
of the name, the Treasurer, as a uni- first factor is the full year impact of
versity graduate, must encourage the . wage rises, some of which, of course,
Library staff to put forward greater occurred in 1981-82 but have the full
estimates. The Library staff have had year impact in 1982-83.
their will and spirit broken because of
One item to which I draw the attenthe past refusals of Treasury officers to tion of honourable members is the payservice this Parliament properly. The ment in lieu of long service leave on
people will get the Parliament they de- the retirement of the former Chief
serve and honourable members will Reporter. I am sure all members of the
have the lack of knowledge that we House would ioin me in wishing the
deserve because of our lack of attention former Chief Reporter all the best on
to the Library and the people who ser- his retirement, because certainly, 1t is
vice this place. I urge the Treasurer to an extremely responsible job and everydo a great deal more for the Parlia- one would agree that it has been done
mentary Library in the years to come or very well indeed.
Mr Williams

Appropriation (1982-83, No. 1) Bill

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster)-I must
emphasize that our society is based on
the rule of law and the proceedings of
the supreme law-making body, the
Parliament, must be faithfully and
accurately reported. This Parl'iament is
blessed with the finest and most dedicated Hansard staff under Mr Bob
Darby, a most worthy successor to Mr
Ron Stuart, who served the Parliament
for so long as Chief Reporter.
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The CHAIRMAN-Order! What an
honourable member may say in this
place is the responsibility of the honourable member in question and not
of Hansard. I again ask the honourable member for Doncaster to confine
his remarks to the actual item of allocation of funds for the operations of
Hansard.

Mr WILLIAMS-I am seeking to
establish that the Parliament must, and
I will relate to the House an occur- does, have a most competent and dedirence that happened recently that cated staff. However, there are limits
emphasizes the importance of correct to what any person can do when that
reporting in this place. Recently, I had person is under great pressure. I
been held up to ridicule and contempt appeal for much greater tolerance for
in almost every daily newspaper and the Hansard staff, who have to report
every television and radio station in the what occurs in this place. So far as
country because of misreporting of my I am concerned, if those persons who
remarks in this place concerning tax have misreported me and have used
avoidance, which were not and could those misreports are going to put my
not have been published in Hansard. family and me through distress, they,
Because of inaccurate newspaper report- too, will suffer the same retribution.
ing, Mr R. J. Hawke, the honourable The unseemly language of Mr Hawke
member for Wills in the Federal Parlia- outside the Federal Parliament is going
ment, the Prime Minister, Mr Malcolm to exact the same action that he
Fraser, and the Acting Attorney-General has-The CHAIRMAN-Order! I should
in the Federal Parl'iament, Mr Neil
point out to the honourable member
Brown-that Hansard is not responsible either
The CHAIRMAN (Mr Wilton)- for what an honourable member may
Order! I draw the attention of the say in this place or for what may be
honourable member for Doncaster to the subsequent action of some other
the fact that this item relates to the person in the community. The honourallocation of funds for the operation able member for Doncaster is straying
of Hansard. Division 109 does not considerably from the item before the
allow a detailed debate to take place Committee, and that is the allocation
on the results of Hansard either report- of funds for the operation of Hansard.
in~ or not reporting what an honourThe Hansard staff has a responsibility
able member may say in this place. to the Parliament to report what honThe honourable member should confine ourable members say in this place. The
his remarks to the actual application Hansard staff is not responsible for
of funds for the operation of Hansard what may occur as a result of the
in the Parliament.
comments made by an honourable
Mr WILLIAMS-I was seeking to put member in this place.
Mr WILLIAMS-I will round off by
the point that we must recognize that
this place is virtually a court of law saying that, so far as I am concerned,
and that it is most important that the the professional competence of the
staff of the Parliament are not over- Hansard staff of the Parliament is far
worked and are not rushed into pre- in excess of the competence of some
paring Hansard proofs, as sometimes other people who appear to hear what
happens in this place because of some honourable members say in this place;
honourable member making a remark their ability to properly report it leaves
that the newspapers want to print a great deal to be desired.
outside, and to protect themselves by
The CHAIRMAN-Order! That is a
making-matter of interpretation.
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PREMIER
. Mr THOMPSON (Leader of the OppositIOn) - I note that the additional
. expenditure for the Premier's Office for
1982-83 is a little in excess of 29 per
cent, which appears to be a substantial
increase at a time of financial stringency. I am sorry the Premier is not
present, but I will direct my remarks
to the Treasurer.

Appropriation (1982-83, No. 1) Bill

taken place this financial year. I should
indicate to the House that, in view
of the increased concern about the
security position of the Premier, an
allowance is also made for the employment of a security officer.

Mr JONA (Hawthorn)-Reference is
made at page 3 of the second section
of Budget Document No. 4 to the
establishment of the new Cabinet
It would appear that it would have Office to support the operation of
been more appropriate for the Premier Cabinet and its committees. The addito set a lead in his own area. Last year tional funds required for the new
the former Government took particular Cabinet Office are included in the subcare to ensure that expenditure did not . stantially increased expenditure for the
rise substantially. From memory, I Premier's Office referred to by the
believe the expenditure rose by under Leader of the Opposition. Can the
10 per cent. This year there is a large Treasurer elaborate further on the
increase of more than 29 per cent in development and growth of the new
the one year, which appears to be Cabinet Office; the number of additional
largely accounted for, according to staff that either have been or are to
Budget Document No. 4, by the estab- be employed in that office as a result
lishment of a Cabinet secretariat and of additional financial provisions in the
by the appointment of a research unit Budget; the nature and type of responto assist the Industrial Relations Task sibilities; to whom those appointees
Force. I ask the Treasurer to indicate will relate and whether it will be a
whether care was taken to ensure that relationship between the new Cabinet
the rise in expenditure for the Office and the Cabinet, the Parliament
Premier's Office was not as great as and Cabinet and outside organizations
like the Labor Party organizations? I
it has turned out to be.
should be grateful if the Treasurer
Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-I assure the could indicate what the precise growth
Leader of the Opposition that immense of the office is and the nature of the
care was taken in allocating the par- additonal staff responsibilities.
ticular sum in the Budget. There has
Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-The new
been a major initiative in creating the
Industrial Relations Task Force, which Cabinet Office will be a small unit. At
is serviced by the Office of Industrial this stage only one or two appointRelations. The advice and information ments have been made. The major
that is provided by the Office of In- increase has been in the size of the
dustrial Relations is absolutely critical Office of Industrial Relations, and I
to the industrial relations policy of the should indicate that the media unit has
Government. Already, Victorians are been established within the Premier's
benefiting from a better industrial en- Office because the former Government
vironment because there is a great deal had a penchant for publicity whereby
of industrial harmony in Victoria within every Minister had a press officer. It
is important that honourable members
~he public sector and, to a large extent,
It has been the combined work of the note that that is not the case under
Industrial Relations Task Force and this Administration.
the Office of Industrial Relations.
The new Cabinet Office will be a
I should also indicate on behalf of relatively small office in relation to the
the Premier that he was most con- responsibilities it will have. It was a
cerned about the extent and the type decision of Government to ensure that
of service that was delivered to it have high quality service, and that
Cabinet and, for this reason, the is the reason for establishing the
establishment of a Cabinet Office has Cabinet Office.

Appropriation (1982-83, No. 1) Bill
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Mr HANN (Rodney)-I wish to query financial year. Does that mean that
with the Treasurer a number of items the Government intends to cut out the
under Division 121-Other Services. free summer travel or, presumably, reItem 9, relates to expenses in connec- duce it quite substantially?
tion with Sister State Relationship
Item 57 relates to the inquiry into
between the State of Victoria and
Jiangsu Province, in the People's Repub- the operations of the State Electricity
lic of China. I wonder what provision Commission of Victoria expenses, which
is made for reporting back to this Par- have been cut back from an expendilia'ment on the various projects and ture of $15534 to an estimate of
arrangements between that sister State $4000 this year. I understand, from
in China and Victoria, because it seems the correspondence provided to honourto me that it would be appropriate to able members, that there is to be a
have a mechanism whereby members continuing inquiry in regard to rural
of this Parliament are able to receive expenses in particular, and presumably,
a report from time to time so that they other matters. I would have thought
are kept up to date with the various those expenses 'might have been higher.
projects that are being funded, on both It might be that those expenses have
been transferred to the Department of
sides, in Victoria and in China.
Minerals and Energy, but I should like
Item 11 refers to Children's Week- to hear some comment from the TreaExpenses. It is the first I have heard surer in that regard.
of a Children's Week and I notice
I should like to comment briefly on
$10000 is allocated for it. I should be
item
58, which relates to Senior Citiinterested to know when Children's
Week is expected to be held in Vic- zens Week. This is a matter that I
toria and what is the basis for that raised approximately three years ago
with the then Premier, Mr Ha-mer, and
allocation.
I understand that, at that time, the
Item 19 relates to the allocation of Department of the Premier made con$8000 for the New Australasian Mining tact with New South Wales in that
Disaster-Commemorative Activities- regard. I am pleased the Government
Expenses. That is, again, something un- has taken up that suggestion and that
known to me and I should like to know it is proceeding with the introduction
what that allocation is for.
of Senior Citizens Week in 1983.

The allocation for the Action Research Programme on Vandalism, item
28, is $95 000. I should like the Treasurer to explain how that programme
will operate, how many personnel will
be involved, what will be their terms
of reference and object and exactly
what that programme is all about.
Under item 31, the Australia Day
Committee has been allocated a 100
per cent increase, from $29 862 to
$60 000. That is certainly commendable,
but I should like the Treasurer to explain whether the State is planning a
particularly significant increase in the
activities of that committee.
Under item 56, Free Summer Sunday
Travel on Public Transport Programme,
expenses have been cut back dramatically, from $77000 to $28000, which is
an estimate of $13 000 for the current

Dr COGHILL (Werribee)-The hon-

ourable member for Hawthorn and the
honourable member for Kew raised
several questions relating to the operations of the Cabinet Office and it might
be fitting for me to give some further
elaboration at this stage. I draw the
attention of honourable members to
Hansard of 6 October, pages 716 and
717, which contain some reference to
the functions of the Cabinet Office. The
Treasurer has approved the initial
establishment of only five positions. The
first of those, a director of the Cabinet
Office, has been the appointment of
Dr Bob Smith, who commenced his
duties last Monday week. The next
three positions have been the subject
of interview; that is, the assistant director in charge of the administrative
side, the assistant director in charge
of special programmes and projects
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and the assistant director in charge
of the legislative programme of the
Government. The fifth position is purely
a clerical position, an Assistant Grade
3 position, if my memory serves me
correctly.
The responsibilities of the Cabinet
·Office are purely to support and service
the Cabinet. There is no responsibility
towards the Government party, or the
caucus for that matter. It is purely a
matter of supporting and servicing the
Cabinet as the Executive Government
in this State. The responsibilities of a
director of the Cabinet are, I would
have thought, self-evident. The assistant
director in charge of the legislative
progra'mme will, as the title suggests,
be someone who possesses some legal
knovlledge and skill. He will be responsible for facilitating the Government's
legislative programme, the preparation
of legislation and its passage through
the Parliament.
The assistant director in charge of
special programmes and projects will
be responsible for the monitoring of
Cabinet's decisions and ensuring that
these decisions are put into effect. He
will further provide research and information support to the Cabinet. For
example, if the Cabinet decided to
examine a particular issue, that support
to the Cabinet would come through this
assistant director.

Appropriation (1982--83, No. 1) Bill

from the Treasurer. Under item 21,
there is a substantial increase in the
allocation for consultants and special
projects expenses, from $109 000 to
$137000 and the Committee would be
interested to know what are the special
projects envisaged, whether there is
anything in the nature of those expenses
that would require special consultants
and, if the consultants are not to be
applied to special projects, what will
be their function.
Under item 33, in the Werribee Park
contribution towards operating expenses, there is a decline from $828 000
to $739 000. Werribee Park is an installation and public facility of which many
people are justifiably proud. A great
deal of work has gone into the restoration that has been done and a tremendous number of dedicated people
have applied their particular skills to
the development of Werribee Park. It
is to be developed as an equestrian
complex which was intended to place
it to the forefront of such facilities for
equestrian events. There is a development of a zoo for a collection of grazing
animals, which is a long term project,
but one which is very interesting to
people who have particular interests in
grazing animals and that type of
zoological development.
The development which has been done
in the past is not going to be continued
at Werribee Park. Why is it necessary
for there to be a reduction in the contribution towards operating expenses?
Does that mean that the Government
is less interested in the development
of Werribee Park than previous Governments have been, or is it some sort
of a reflection on the dedication of the
people who have contributed so much
to the development of Werribee Park to
date?

The final assistant director position
will have responsibility for administrative matters and ensuring the preparation, circulation and consideration of
Cabinet submissions, and the consequent
follow up to that. That is a brief
outline of the operations of the Cabinet
Office. I should think it would be obvious to members of the Opposition that
one of the reasons why the former
Government could not make decisions
was because it did not have that type
Item 39 deals with expenses in conof support, the sort of support that nection with sister State relationships
other Governments in Australia have between the State of Victoria and
found essential to government by Ji'angsu Province in the People's
Cabinet.
Republic of China. The allocation for
those expenses has been reduced by
Mr RICHARDSON (Forest Hill) There are a number of items under $370000 to $155000. What is the
Division 121 that are puzzling and on reason for that? Is there some dissatiswhich I should like some explanations faction at the way 'in which relations
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between Jiangsu Province and the
Government of Victoria have been
heading? The reduction in the allocatioOn is substantial; the relationship
between this State and that Province
was exciting, and that substantial
reduction in the allocation is a matter
of concern. Honourable members would
be interested to know why such a
substanitial reduction has been made in
that allocation.
Item 323 deals with the Victoria
Garden State Committee expenses
which are reduced froOm $149000 to
$127000. Is this a reflecti'On of the
drought? Is it ,thought that it will not
be necessary to devote so much money
to the gardens of Victoria because
there will not be 'any gardens? Does it
indicate a rejection by the Government
'Of the pride that Victorians have rightly
taken in the gardens 'Of this State?
Since 1976, Victoria has been promoted, and has become known throughout AustraHa, as the Ga'rden State, and
Victorians are proud of their gardens,
both the private and public gardens.
This cut-back in the allocation suggests
a downgrading by the Government of
the importance of that Garden State
concept. If it truly reflects such a
downgrading in emphasis by the Government, the Government owes the
people of Victoria a full and frank
explanation of why that is so.
In item 324, the allocation for the
Victorian Fountains Trust is reduced
from $9823 to $500. The trust was
summ'arily disbanded in a disgraceful
way by the actions of the Premier. A
moment ago there was an interjection
that a great many people have taken
an interest in fountains in the City of
Melbourne and in other provincial
cities 'and coun1try towns. A lot of
money has been donated by public
spirited citizens and the fact that the
Victorian F'Ountains Trust was disbanded in such a way is a matter that
distresses many people. It was particularly insulting to the public spirited
people who were members of that trust.
Since the trust no longer 'exists, it is
surprising that an allocation of $500
has been made to H, and I ask the
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Treasurer what is to be done with the
$500 that has been 'allocated to a trust
which no longer exists. I now wait
with bated breath for the Treasurer's
response to those inquiries, if he has a
response.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr Wilton)-Before calling the next honourable member, I should like to have some indication from the Treasurer of whether he
would prefer to answer queries as they
are raised by individual honourable
members rather than 'allowing them to
mount up.
Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-I think it
will be more expeditious if I deal with
them together, because there may be
some duplication.
Mrs SIBREE (Kew)-I wish to raise
several items under Division 121. I am
interested in the comments made by
the Treasurer and the honourable member for Werribee about the reorganization of assistance given in the area of
Cabinet and the facilities available to
it. To some degree, I commend the
Treasurer on tackling certain areas,
but I wish to raise the related question
of whether the Treasurer will give
consideration to the Oppositi'On in its
role-I speak as the Secretary to the
shadow Cabinet-and allow support
assistance and research assistance to
the Opposition, comparable to that
which the Government has awarded to
itself in relation to the Cabinet office.
Mr Ross-Edwards--The Government
will give you as much as you gave it.

Mrs SIBREE-In the light of the
interjection by the Leader of the
National Party, the point needs to be
made that, in its Budget, the Government is giving itself considerable support in reorganizing the Cabinet system
and the Cabinet offic'e. Admittedly, the
former Liberal Party Government did
not have a Cabinet office 'and perhaps
did not have the same requirements,
but many changes are being made in
Government administration and in the
methodology of government in this
State, and it is important that the
Opposition should have the requisite
support s'taff to run a proper shadow
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Cabinet. It is important for the proper
operation of Parliament that a shadow
eabinet should have access to adequate
support staff and access to research
staff to ensure that -its consideration of
legislation 'and policy and its reaction
to the Government's policies are
properly considered. In my case, for
instance-and I will be strictly personal
about this-my electorate staff do most
of the work for the shadow Cabinet
because there are few support staff
available in this place.
In view of the fact that the Government is substantially increasing expenditure in this area, I believe that,
in the interests of democracy, equality
and good opposition, the Opposition
should be given suffident support staff
for its shadow Cabinet roles. lam
mindful of what the honourable member for Werribee said----that five new
positions of assistant director and so
forth have been appointed by the Government in this area. I believe at least
one or two support staff should be
made available to the shadow Cabinet
to ensure that the Opposition has a
proper shadow Cabinet with access to
adequa te su pport. I t is difficult to
obtain minutes, to follow through
decisions, to ensure that research work
is done 'and that papers go in. That is
what government is -all about, and that
is what we are talking about here.
I should like to raise several other
items under item 3, which deals with
other services. I also reiterate what the
honourable member for Rodney has
said in respect of item 56, and I add a
query as to whether the Government is
cutting back on free Sunday rail travel.
A substantial decrease has been made
in the aHoc'ation in tha't 'area-approximately $64 000.
Mr Remington-I t was an election
gimmick on your Government's part.

Mrs SIBREE-The honourable member for Melbourne t'alks about anelection gimmick. Of all honourable members in this place, he should realize
that central Melbourne was the area
that benefited most from free Sunday
travel. Obviously, he has nO idea of
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what goes on in central Melbourne on
Sundays; he is probably in other places
on Sundays.
The CHAIRMAN (Mr Wilton)Order! I remind the honourable member for Kew that interjections are
d·isorderly and should be ignored.
Mrs SIBREE-I concur entirely with
your ruling that interjections are disorderly. The honourable member for
Melbourne shows -a lack of realization
of the success of the free Sunday
travel scheme. I am concerned about
the cut-back in that area. The introduction of free Sunday travel was an
impo-rtant innovation.
I refer to Item 45 of Division 3 and
the $12000 increase ·in the allocation
to the Rape Study Committee. I seek
from the Treasurer an explanation of
what 'avenues that committee intends
to follow. I believe money needs to be
spent in that area, but I seek an
explanation of where those funds will
be spent, by whom, how and what
that committee hopes to achieve.
I also refer to item 50, under Other
Services, D·ivision 121, Victoria's 150th
Anniversary
Celebrations
Citizens
Council. While I realize that that celebration is two years away, I refer to
that expenditure-of course that is
something which the Liberal Government set in train-which is a fairly
substantial expenditure for those celebrations.
However, I reflect the concern of
women on the committee who believe
they have not a wide enough representation on the bodies and committees
which are organizing the celebrations.
I seek some assurance from the Treasurer that he will be mindful of the
important role that women have played
in the past 150 years -in the development of the community in this State,
and in the development of the democratic processes in this State, and to bear
in mind that a number of women's
groups, to say the least, are not very
happy with the representation they have
received on the various committees
that have been set up for the 150th
anniversary celebrations. I raise that
matter, because I indicated to those
organizations that I would do so.
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Those are the matters I wanted to
raise. The most important are the
Cabinet and the shadow Cabinet research help.
Mr LIEBERMAN (Benambra)-On
Division 121 I also ask the Treasurer
to take on board the comments made
by the honourable member for Kew
regarding the increased commitment
and support to the Cabinet unit, which
has been established and about which
the Treasurer is so enthusiastic. I consider while it is true that comparative
behaviour and financing of previous
Governments and funding of staff for
Oppositions is a measuring stick when
considering the performance of a new
Government, it is equally true that
when a new Government introduces
extraordinary items of funding in establishing a new unit of Cabinet secretariat it is appropriate in a democracy
that the new Government treat with
sympathy requests of the Opposition
for staff which is proportionate to that
new commitment. and to that new
thrust of administration and coordination.

I, therefore, ask the Treasurer to
urgently consider the application of
additional funding to the Opposition in
order that justice can be done and in
order that democracy in the Parliamentary system can be strengthened. I
am not suggesting that the Treasurer
would reject this approach, but it is
inexcusable for a Government to increase dramatically its Cabinet secretariat expenses for overhead staffing
without offering additional support to
the other parties in the Parliament.
I also ask the Treasurer to indicate
and explain, in regard to item 55, MacFarlane Burnet Biomedical Research
Scholarships, the reason for the
reduction in the commitment from
$18000 to $14000. I was pleased to see,
as was the National Party spokesman,
in item 31, an increased commitment
from $29 000 to $60 000 for Australia
Day Committee, Victoria-Expenses. I
ask the Treasurer, however, to give some
indication, if not during this debate then
certainly as soon as possible, of the
Session 1982-44
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nature and extent of the proposed
activities of the Government on behalf
of the people of Victoria in celebrating
Australia Day.
If I might mention a personal view,
which I believe requires the urgent
attention of the Government, that is,
a commitment of the Government on
behalf of the people of Victoria that
Australia Day celebrations be funnelled
into the actual day of the birthday, 26
January, and not be celebrated in a de
facto way, over a long week-end or on a
Monday. It is time that taxpayers money
was spent on celebrating Australia Day
in an appropriate manner and I can
think of no better way of doing it than
to celebrate on the actual day.
I also ask the Treasurer to indicate,
under item 58, Senior Citizens Weekexpenses, $27 000, whether the Government will agree to enter into consultation with the Commonwealth Government in order to co-ordinate the
celebration of Senior Citizens Wp.ek
throughout the Commonwealth, rather
than what appears to be the case at
present, on an ad Hoc basis. I am
pleased that the Victorian Government
is moving to celebrate the role of
senior citizens in our community, and
I commend it for that. However, I
believe next month the Commonwealth Government is sponsoring a
week of celebrations for senior citizens in the nation, and I understand
that the Victorian Government is to
celebrate Senior Citizens Week throughout Victoria in February next year. I
think that Senior Citizens Week would
be more appropriately celebrated, and
our senior citizens more appropriately
honoured and recognized, if the States
and the Commonwealth could see their
wav clear to consult with each other
and celebrate Senior Citizens Week
on a particular week during the year,
or at least over a period of a year,
each complementing the other. I fear
that this is not the case at present, and
I would like to see that initiative taken.
I also ask the Treasurer, in relation
to item 27, Advisory Council for InterGovernment Relations grant of $48 265,
which is an increase over last year, to
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confirm that the other States of Australia and the Commonwealth Government are maintaining an equal commitment to the work of the council,
or whether or not Victoria has fallen
behind or is ahead of their contributions.
In relation to item 2 under Premier's
Office, the provision for Co-ordinator
of State Laboratories is $21 000, which I
understand is a continuing commitment
from previous years. I ask the Treasurer to comment on item 2, the CoOrdinator of State Laboratories-Expenses on page 12. Will the Treasurer
give some indication as to his willingness
to consider with the Premier and the
Minister of Health the merits of shifting
the co-ordination responsibilities into the
Health Commission under the umbrella
of the Minister of Health rather than
as ·it appears at present. There may well
be a good explanation, but it appears
to me to be inappropriate for the State
laboratories to be co-ordinated through
the Department of the Premier and not
through the Health Commission.
Mr THOMPSON (Leader of the Opposition) -I refer to items 31 and 56. Item
31 was referred to by the honourable
member for Kew. I ask the Treasurer
whether he would like to comment on
current rumours circulating that free
travel on Sunday has been cut out on all
lines except those going to Fern Tree
Gully and Dandenong and, secondly
would he indicate what has happened to
the Australia Day Committee. There has
been a sub.stantial increase in the allocation, but I have received complaints
from members of the committee that
they have been ignored in planning next
year's celebrations, and an indication
has been given that the committee will
be replaced by some new committee.
This committee has done a wonderful job in recent years in organizing the
celebrations. It is a broadly-based committee, and one would have thought that
it would have been given the go ahead to
repeat the type of organization that it
produced under difficult circumstances
in recent years.
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Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster)-I wish
to speak on item 27, Premiers office,
Advisory Council for Inter-Government
Relations. I am totally dissatisfied with
the activities of this body.
I asked a question on notice of the
Minister for Federal Affairs about what
had happened since his Government
was elected in April 1982 concerning
the recommendations of the Advisory
Counc-il for Inter-Governmental Relations. I asked:
1. What recommendations of the Advisory
Council for Inter-Governmental Relations have
been adopted by the Government?
2. Which recommendations have not been
adopted and what is the reason for their non·
adoption?
3. Which recommendations are still being
considered?

The Minister said that since April 1982
the Advisory Council for Inter-Governmental Relations had not placed any
recommendation before the Government
and accordingly no recommendations
have been considered for adoption.
I think it is scandalous, because a number of research papers and documents
have been prepared by this body. They
relate to the exchange of staff between
the three levels of Government and the
relationships that should exist between
Federal, State and local government.
The CHAIRMAN (Mr Wilton)Order! The time for me to report progress under Sessional Orders has
arrived.
Progress was reported.
ADJOURNMENT
Melton South Primary School-Urban
homesteading scheme-First aid certificate-Employment initiatives programme-Sexual harassment-South
Pacific Cultural Competition-State
Insurance Office-Drivers' licencesDemonstrators - First aid training
for Government departments-Education Department land in Doncaster
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
Edmunds)-Order! The time appointed
by Sessional Orders for me to interrupt
business has now arrived. The question
is that the House do now adjourn.

Adjournment
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Mr RICHARDSON (Forest Hill)- by the parents and by the Shire of MelI refer the Minister of Education to the ton to achieve a resolution of the matter
grave disadvantages being suffered by so that the children can have proper
the some 500 children who attend the facilities. There is no grassed area at
Melton South Primary School. They are the school. There are no football or
suffering while the Government delays cricket ovals. No team sports are played
acquiring land that is adjacent to the at the school because it does not have
the facilities that were promised by the
school.
Minister of Education.
The background of the matter is that
some time ago 4'5 acres of land were
I call upon the Minister to take action
acquired by the Shire of Melton at the now and to keep the promise he made
request of the Education Department at to the children of the Melton South
a cost of approximately $168000. With Primary School by acquiring the land
interest being added to that, of course, so that the children may have somethe amount involved has increased sub- where safe to play and so that this
stantiallv. The Government has made an appalling record of accidents in the
offer of '$33000 for the 4'5 acres. which school grounds----67 involving head inwas based on a valuation of the Valuer- juries during this year alone-will come
General on a broad-acre basis, whereas, to an end. The Minister must take action
when the Shire of Melton acquired the in the interests of the pupils of the
land, it did so on a valuation based on school so that no longer will they conthe land being zoned for shop sites.
tinue to suffer as a result of the Government's inactivity.
There is a curious contradiction in the
way in which the Government is apMr F. P. SHEEHAN (Ballarat South)
proaching the matter, because it is on I raise a matter for the attention of
record that the present Minister of Educ- the Minister of Housing. There has been
ation, when he was Opposition spokes- general support for the housing initiaman on education, visited the school and tives announced recently, particularly
proclaimed loudly to the parents of the those contained in the Budget. The parstudents and to the local munncipality ticular programme to which I refer is
that a valuation of $40 000, which had the urban homesteading scheme, which
been the basis for an offer made at the has recently been extended to the
time, was scandalously low and that as
soon as he became Miniser of Education Ballarat area, where it has been received
everything would change. Nirvana with great enthusiasm.
would arrive and the children would
The scheme allows first home buyers
ha ve the land tha t was so necessary for to enter into an agreement with the
the exoansion of the school facilities and Ministry of Housing to buy a Ministry
the establishment of playing fields.
home using whatever money the proWe now have a Labor Government spective purchasers may have and using
and that Labor Government has offered their labour as the desposit on the pur$33 000 for the 4'5 acres of land. It has chase of the home. It is a remarkable
refused to take any further action.
initiative and I applaud the Government
for
expanding it.
In the meantime, during this year alone,
already 116 accidents have occured at
The programme has much to comthe school and, importantly. 67 of those mend it. It retains older housing stock
accidents have involved head injuries.
That has happened while the Minister of and tends to assist in keeping homes
Education sits on his hands and does in good order. It gives new home owners
absolutely nothing, When I say he "sits some form of equity, which is an importon his hands and does absolutely no- ant point. Another important aspect
thing" I am referring specifically to his is the sense of involvment the purfailure even to reply to letters sent to chasers have in the ownership of their
him by the school council. Every effort homes and the development and renohas been made by the school council, vation of these homes. Some of the
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homes may require only minimal refurbishing or renovation, but they nonetheless need work to be carried out on
them.
The enthusiasm for the scheme has
been most obvious to me during the past
two days because, after some publicity
concerning the scheme, my electorate
office was inundated when some 50
people visited it during those two days
requesting further information about
the programme. I am aware that the
Ministry of Housing office in Ballarat received a similar number of inquiries.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
Edmunds)-Order! I point out to the
honourable member that the purpose of
the adjournment debate is to enable honourable members to seek action from
the Government or a particular Minister
concerning a particular matter. I have
listened carefully for more than 3 minutes to the honourable member for
Ballarat South. His remarks are well
organized, but I now ask him to get to
the point of what he seeks from the
Minister or the Government.
Mr F. P. SHEEHAN-I was just about
to come to the point, Mr Speaker. As I
said, it is an important and potentially
successful scheme but the purpose of
my lead-up has been to urge the Minister of Housing to substantially expand the allocation made to the scheme.
Mr Tanner-Miserable!
Mr F. P. SHEEHAN-Mis erable-it
is three times as much as was allocated
by the former Government. I urge the
Minister to substantially increase the
allocation so that this scheme may
achieve its full potential.
Mr DELZOPPO (Narracan)-I add'ress
my remarks to the Minister of Health
and draw to his attention the two ways
of qualifying for a first aid certificate
in Victoria. I understand that persons
desirous of getting this qualification
can do so either through the St John
Ambulance Association or the Red
Cross Society.
I am also informed that the text
book used in instruction is common to
both organizations and that often the
organizations interchange their instructors so that an instructor from the

Adjournment

St John Ambulance Association may
instruct people getting a Red Cross
Society qualification and vice versa.
I understand there is some tension
between the two organizations, notwithstanding that they conduct the
same course and set the same examination. I also understand that Victoria
is the only State in Australia where
there are two certificates. This leads
to some tension, which I cannot understand, between the two organizations.
I ask the Minister to look into the
matter and perhaps follow the line of
other States and introduce one certificate which would be recognized by
both the St John Ambulance Association and the Red Cross Society.
Mr A. J. SHEEHAN (Ivanhoe)-I
raise a matter with the Minister for
Employment and Training concerning
the employment initiatives programme.
When the programme was launched, it
was suggested Federal Government
support would be sought for the
scheme and that the basis of such support would lead to a greatly expanded
programme and involve a great deal of
saving for the Federal Government.
In view of the fact that there are
more people unemployed in Australia
now than during the depression of the
1930s and that the last increase in
unemployment statistics indicated a 30
per cent increase in those figures, I
ask the Minister whether the Federal
-Government has been contacted about
this matter and, if so, what has been
the response of the Federal Government to this most urgent matter.
Mrs SIBREE (Kew)-I direct a
matter of concern to the Premier in
his capacity as Minister in charge of
women's affairs. Most honourable members will be aware of problems within
the community regarding the question
of sexual harassment in the work place.
I am concerned that the Premier should
advise the House about whether or not
he has had any information from his
women's affairs adviser on the question
of sexual harassment and possible
amendments to the Equal Opportunity
Act with respect to those matters.

Adjournment

I draw this matter to the attention
of the Premier reluctantly. Mr Speaker,
I hope that you, Sir, will also take
note of my comments be~use of behaviour not only outside but inside this
place in respect to this matter. I raise
the matter because of an incident that
arose in this place last Wednesday in
the corridor in the dining room where
honourable members entertain other
honourable members and strangers who
expect certain behaviour from those
members-particularly
Ministers-in
how they relate one to the other.
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It is my responsibility to direct certain

action to be taken by the officer in
charge of the matters to which the
honourable member is referring.
I suggest that the honourable member speak to me in Chambers rather
than directing the matter to the
Premier.
Mrs SIBREE-Having had the experience of an incident, which to me was
particularly unsavoury and not a goad
reflection on the Parliament, I ask the
Premier whether he will take urgent
and careful action in respect to the
Although not wanting to single out whole question which not only affects
any Minister, I draw to the attention of people like myself but people throughthe Premier the fact that I believe legis- out the community who are subjected
lation needs to be brought in and some to sexual harassment or innuendoes
standard-from male members of the community,
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T. which might in some eyes not be seen
Edmunds)-Order! I am having some as sexual harassment but may well be
difficulty in relating the remarks of the seen as that by other people who are
honourable member to the respon- looking on. I believe the Premier needs
sibility of the Premier. First, the hon- to look at the matter.
ourable member cannot ask the GovThe SPEAKER-Order! The honourernment to introduce legislation. able member has 30 seconds.
Secondly, if the matter relates to a
Mrs SIBREE-Mr Speaker, I believe
complaint within the sphere of the
Parliament, I suggest that the honour- you will have taken note of the matter,
able member take up the matter with but I will raise it with you at another
myself in Chambers. I will allow the point in time.
honourable member to continue if she
The SPEAKER-I advise the honouromits that part of her speech relating able member for Kew that I may have
to a request for legislation.
taken note but I know nothing about
the
she is talking about. UnMrs SIBREE-I refer my comments less incident
she discusses it in private in my
to the Premier because I believe the Chambers I cannot take any action.
matter relates to the law of the land
Miss CALLISTER (Morwell)-I direct
which not only operates outside this
matter to the attention of the Mina
place but in this place and is reflected
in the conduct of members of this ister of Immigration and Ethnic Affairs.
I refer to a unique and exciting event
place.
which will take place in Melbourne on
I was in a private situation with 31 October, for which modest assistmembers of the Liberal Party when I ance is sought. I refer to the South
was subjected to what I believe was an Pacific Cultural Competition which will
untimely and ungentlemanly act by a take place in Melbourne late in October
and which will be organized by and for
Minister from this House which not ethnic
groups from the South Pacific
()nly embarrassed me in front of-- who are resident in Australia. This
The SPEAKER-Order! The honour- function will be organized by the Te
able member is out of order in respect Rangimarie Trust. Amongst the aims of
to requesting the Premier to do some- that trust are the following:
(a) To promote cultur·al group activities and
thing about this matter. Matters relatcompetition among all ethnic groups
ing to behaviour inside the walls of
from the South Pacific which are resident
this House should be referred to me.
in Australia.
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(b) To hold in trust such trophies or prizes

for cultural competitions including "Te
Rallgimarie" shield donated by the
people of Maungatlapu Marae, Tauranga.
New Zealand.
(c) To organize and/or support an annual
ethnic cultural competition in Melhourne
among the different ethnic groups (not
including professional groups) from the
South Pacific resident in Australia.
(d) To liaise and co-ordinate the above
different groups and the Australian
Aboriginal community and the Victorian
and Australian Ministers of Ethnic
Affairs and their respective departments,
as well as the New Zealand Government.

I seek some indication from the Minister of his support for this first for
Victoria and, I believe, for Australia.
The groups that will be competing are
non-professional. They will come from
areas such as Gippsland, Geelong and
Melbourne. Performances will also be
made by groups from the Cook Islands,
Tahiti, Samoa and the Aboriginal
community.
As I have indicated, a modest amount
is sought to supplement an extensive
amount of time, effort and money
which the groups will be putting into
the success of this function.
Mr MACLELLAN (Berwick)-I understand the Treasurer is responsible for
the administration of the State Insurance Office. I have received information
that the State Insurance Office has
apparently indicated a change in its
policy and that change seems at odds
with the policy of the Government. I
understand the policy of the Government was to extend or maintain the
operations of the State Insurance Office,
but recently the State Insurance Office
has adopted the policy of not offering
comprehensive insurance policies to
taxi'S. One could argue that the policy
costs would be higher for taxis because of the amount of time taxis spend
on the road and consequently their
higher risk of accidents, but I cannot
understand why the office would choose
to refuse the business and not provide a
competitive premium or offer a premium
to those in the tax industry.
I understand also that the Minister
-of Transport was kind enough to make
representations to the State Insurance
Office on the matter, but that the office
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has disregarded those representations
and still persists with its policy of not
handling comprehensive insurance policies for taxis. It appears that the State
Insurance Office wants to put this insurance into the hands of private enterprise where there may be a limited
amount of competition and therefore
premiums may not be as competitive
as they would be if the office were
involved.
This matter is of concern to those
persons who have previously held
policies with the State Insurance Office
and it arises from a recent advertising
battle between the office and a private
company that has been suggesting that,
if a taxi were hit in the rear by another
car, the taxi would be covered by that
company, but not by the State Insurance Office. Apparently, the taxi industry is discovering that the advertisements are true and that if a taxi is hit
in any direction, the office will not
cover that event.
The Treasurer ought to give a strong
direction to the State Insurance Office
'and indic-ate to it that, no matter what
premium the officecalcul'ates to be
necessary, there is no reason not to offer
policies for comprehensive insurance or
to renew existing policies of that kind
as the State Insurance Office is in the
motor industry field and it could do
so through its compulsory third-party
insurance. If the Government has a
different view, the Parliament and the
taxi industry would welcome a clear
indication of that view. If the Treasurer
is not prepared to support the representations of the Minister of Transport on
the matter, I shall be interested. I cannot perceive why the Treasurer would
not do so as it is consistent with Government policy. A clear Government
policy statement is needed and the
Treasurer needs to indicate to Parliament and to the industry what the
Government's policy is and what will be
the policy of the State Insurance Office.
Mr POPE (Monbulk)-I refer to the
announcement last week by the Minister of Transport on the introduction
of six-year drivers' licences. A number
of elderly persons in the electorate that
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I represent have contacted my office

requesting information on whether a
three-year licence period could continue.
Mr MACLELLAN (Berwick)-On a
point of order, this matter refers to an
item on the Notice Paper, the debate on
which is to be resumed. The honourable
member should raise this concern at
that time. He cannot anticipate debate
by raising the matter now.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
Edmunds)-Order! I uphold the point
of order. The honourable member may
not anticipate debate on a matter already listed on the Notice Paper. If
the honourable member cares to rephrase the matter on which he wishes
to speak in this debate, I shall hear
him.
Mr POPE (Monbulk)-I wish to know
whether the Minister of Transport will
consider allowing pensioners to renew
drivers' licences earlier than six years
because of their concern that they may
not be able to afford $54 in one lump
sum.
The SPEAKER-Order! The honourable member will have a great deal of
difficulty in having the subject he is
raising now being accepted by the
Chair. Having already introduced the
subject, perhaps it would be better if
he raised his concern during the debate
on the Bill.
Mr POPE-I shall refer to the matter
of concern of these elderly citizens
during the debate on the Bill.
Mr THOMPSON (Leader of the Opposition) -I draw the attention of the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services to a press report indicating that
one Harry Van Moorst was one of the
organizers of a demonstration in CoIl ins
Street the other day. This person is
well-known as a persistent professional
and provocative demonstrator who has
appeared at a variety of alleged causes
over the years.
I would like the assurance of the
honourable gentleman that the report
of the Police Commissioner will be
considered in the light of the record
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of this man and his associates. Honourable members will appreciate the way
in which the patience and forbearance
of the Police Force is so often severely
tested in carrying out the difficult task
of maintaining law and order in the
streets of Melbourne.
Mr SALTMARSH (Wantirna)-I refer
the Minister of Health to the possibility
of first-aid training programmes for
staff of Government utilities such as
public transport and others in order
to handle emergencies that may arise
with handicapped people. I refer particularly to victims of epilepsy and
other similar complaints. Recently, a
constituent of mine suffered grave
embarrassment because he had an
epileptic seizure. He was given assistance but the public transport staff
assisting him did not understand how
to help him and, against his wishes, he
was removed some distance from his
anticipated destination.
I suggest that staff of Government
utilities, especially in public transport,
be given basic tirst aid training so that
they understand the problems suffered
by epileptics and others and that these
people are not embarrassed by being
handled incorrectly. In another instance,
an ambulance was called and the person
taken to hospital when there was no
need for that action to be taken. A
training programme would give people
in public utilities greater awareness of
the needs of epileptics and other handicapped persons.
Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster)-I draw
to the attention of the Minister for
Education the need for the Education
Department to erect 'a fence on land
situated on the south-west corner of
Reynolds Road and Andersons Creek
Road in East Doncaster. This is an attractive area and is a natural nesting
place of bellbirds. Unfortunately, it has
become an unofficial rubbish dump and
many car bodies and other rubbish are
dumped there. It is an absolute nuisance to the communi ty. The City of
Doncaster and Templestowe has done
some cleaning up, but that is useless
unless the Education Department can
fence this area of land to prevent the
dumping of rubbish. I do not know
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what the fencing cost would be, but
the expenditure involved for the City
of Doncaster and Templestowe for the
labour, trucks and other equipment
needed to shift those car bodies to
the tip is a recurring waste of resources.
If good government is to operate in
this country there must be wise and
sound· co-ordination between Federal,
State and local governments to get
the maximum use of resources. It is
no good wasting money at the municipal level and having to increase gas
and electricity charges because the
Government does not have enough
money to give to its·departments. A
clean and beautiful city like Dencaster
and Templestowe dees not deserve the
fate that is inflicted on it because of
the neglect of the Education Department, which owns the land.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
Edmunds)-Order! I advise the House
that I will attempt to inquire into the
rather obscure matter raised by the
honourable member for Kew. I call on
the. Premier to reply to the honeurable
member for Kewin respect of the
matter for which he has 'responsibility.
Mr CAIN (Premier)-In respense to.
the matter raised by the honourable
member for Kew and in view of what
you, Mr Speaker, have said, I indicate
that if any matter brought to your
notice requires my attentien, it will
receive it.
Mr FORDHAM (Minister of Education)-The matter raised by the honourable member fer Forest Hill certainly shows him up to be a m'aster
hypocrite in the performance of his
party on this issue.
The SPEAKER-Order! The expression "hypocrite" is unparliamentary.
Mr FORDHAM-I thought it was unparliamentary only if a member found
it to be so.
The SPEAKER-It is an unparliamentary expression.
Mr FORDHAM-Perhaps the honourable member is not a m'aster after 'all.
In defe'rence to your ruling, Mr
Speaker, I withdraw the use of that
word.
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The Melton South Primary School has
not been waiting since 3 April for the
acquisition of this land; it has been
waiting for years 'and years. The honourable member for Werribee indicated
that he understood the situation went
back to about 1960. The previous
Administration, which happened to be
a Liberal Gevernment, did nothing to
act on the request of the Shire of
Melton. I had the opportunity to visit
that school on a number of occ'asions
during my period of office as shadow
Minister. I am familiar with the need
for the extension of the school grounds.
That extension was denied time after
time by the Government's predecessor.
The fonner Government refused to
act on two aspects: One was to make
a firm decision to acquire the land and
the other was to try to determine the
basis of valuation that would be made.
I acted on both of those matters
immediately on coming to office. I
decided to move immediately to acquire
the land and accepted departmental
advice on what basis the valuatien
would be. I wrote t'O the Shire of Melton in 'accordance with departmental
advice and sought its response.
To the best of my knowledge, I have
not had 'a response from the shire as
yet on the valuation proposal. I
reiterate that statement I made earlier,
that is to s'ay, that I will be happy f'Or
officers of the department to negotiate
with the shire on the proposed basis
of the valuation. The school is certainly
aware of that situation. I assure the
House that, contra'ry to the view put
forward by the honourable member for
Forest Hill, the Government has acted
expeditiously on the matter. It is clear
that the honourable member for Forest
Hill is dense-it is known to honourable members from all sides of the
House. I hope he understands the
situation from the comments I have
made.
The honeurable member for Doncaster sought Education Department
involvement in fencing an area of land.
I will arrange for officers to consider
the proposal, particularly his suggestion
that they join with him in a working
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bee to try to clean up this piece of
land. I look forward to the response
of the department to his suggestion.
Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-The Deputy
Leader of 'the Opposition raised a
m1atter c'Oncerning the policy of the
State Insurance Office. I point 'Out that
the Government has taken a more
expansive view of State Insurance
Office operations 'than did the former
Government. We have lifted the staff
ceilings that previously 'applied and
restrained the Sta'te Insurance Office.
"The Deputy Leader of the Opposition
suggested that I directly interfere with
a commercial decision that has been
made by the office. Although I am not
prepared to do that, I will discuss the
m'a'tter with the general manager of the
State Insurance Office 'in respect of the
failure 'Of the office 10 offer comprehensive policies to taxis. I assure the
House that this is not Government
policy. The decision has been made by
the State Insurance Office on the basis
of commercial considerations.
Mr CATHIE (Minister of Housing)The honourable member for Ballarat
South indicated that about 100 inquiries
have been made in the last couple of
weeks concerning the Ministry of
Housing urban homesteading programme. When I was in SaHarat
recently I ,announced the extension of
that programme to Ballarat because it
is a city of particular charm and
historic importance with a marvellous
stock of Victori'an and Edwardian
h'Ousing. The Government has already
made a decision in the Budget to significantly increase the allocation of funding this area. It has almost been
trebeled from 296 000 last year to
$1 million this year.
The urban homesteading programme
not only en'ables the State to retain
existing housing stock, but also enables
people t'O gain equity by applying their
own labour tD renovate dHapidated
houses. I will examine the progress of
the programme in Ballarat and determine whether a further increase can
be made tD funding that programme.
Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police
and Emergency Services)-The Leader
of the Opposition mentioned matters

19 October 1982

ASSEMBLY

1193

outside and inside the Melbourne Club
last week. He suggested that when a
report arises on complaints against the
police 'associated with that incident
comes to hand, the record of Mr Harry
Van Moorst and his associates should
be taken into account. I am not clear,
as I am sure other honourable members
may not be, what the honourable member means. I hope he is n'Ot suggesting
that there are some' citizens in this
State whose redress to the mechanism
for complaints against the police should
be taken less seriously than those of
others.
I do not pretend to be familiar with
all the aspects of the record of Mr Van
Moorst, but I remember that he took a
stand against the war in Indo-China,
at some personal cost t'O himself. It has
subsequently been vindicated and the
stand taken by the Le'ader of the
Oppos'ision and those associated with
him have been completely discredited.
I als'O remember that Mr Van Moorst
was associated with the Vict'Orian Coalition against P'Overty and Unemployment, a group which seriously championed the claims of disadvantaged
people ~at a time when that cause was
unpopular. I know that Mr Van Moorst's
inv'Olvement in rais'ing a complaint from
last week's incident was in his capacity
as representing 'an association of unemployed young people. I do n'Ot regard
any of those 'activities as being tD his
discredit, rather to the contrary.
The complaint raised by Mr Van Moorst
in this connection should be taken with
the same seriousness as a complaint
raised by any member of this House
or, indeed, any other member of the
community. We cannot afford to have
first 'Or second-class citizens where comolaints ag'ainst the police are concerned.
it is difficult to place any other interpretation on the contribution of the
Leader of the Opposition than that
Mr Van Moorst should be treated in
this respect as a second-class citizen.
Procedures for complaints against the
police could well stand improvement.
While these procedures remain in force
in their present form, it is important
that justice should be seen to be done
as well as done.
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Mr SIMMONDS (Minister for Employment and Training) -The honourable
member for Ivanhoe referred to the
response from the Federal Government
about the request for assistance with
the employment initiatives programme.
That request was not the first occasion on which I sought the attitude of
the Federal Government about the programme. Last night in Frankston 100
people attended a meeting called by the
honourable member for Frankston. The
Federal Minister for Employment and
Industrial Relations, Mr Macphee,
responded by indicating that the Federal Government is not able to support
the initiatives taken to provide work
opportunities for the long-term unemployed. He indicated in correspondence
that his Government's policy precluded
him from meeting to discuss the
measure. That is a narrow, bigoted attitude to a programme which is receiving
overwhelming support from the community. The support is evidenced by the
hundreds of applications received by
the Ministry. Judging by the meeting
last night, I anticipate that a dozen
applications will be received from the
Frankston area.
I hope the Federal Government will
reconsider the position because, if it
responds to the suggestion of matching
the amount of $30 million on a $1 for
$1 basis, we will effectively be able to
provide twice as many employment
opportunities for people who have been
unemployed for six months in the
target areas.
With respect to the community
organizations which may need some
assistance in producing applicants in
conformity with guidelines, I point out
that although the resources of the department are limited, assistance is being
provided to enable targets to be met.
If any organization is inhibited by the
cut-off date of 30 November, the deadline can be extended. For those who
may be interested, I advise that the
honourable members for Evelyn and
Ringwood and the honourable member
for Boronia Province in another place
have arranged a meeting in Lilydale
next Monday afternoon to enable
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people· in that area to have an opportunity of obtaining first-hand. information about the programme.
Mr SPYKER (Minister of Immigration
and Ethnic Affairs) -The honourable
member for Morwell raised the matter
of the Te Rangimarie Trust which is
based at Traralgon. The trust is arranging a South Pacific cultural competition
involving people from countries such as
Tahiti, Samoa, the Cook Islands and
members of the Aboriginal community.
The Government is particularly encouraged by the number of exchanges
that have taken place, especially with
young people.
Honourable members interjecting.

The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
Edmunds)-Order! If the honourable
member for Burwood defies the Chair
-even at this hour-I will take action
against him.
Mr SPYKER-The Government is
keen on undertaking student exchanges
between countries because it enables
countries to have a better understanding of one another. Ultimately world
peace comes from people having oetter
understanding and knowledge of one
another. The hope of the future lies
with the younger generation and one
hopes that they can do a better job
than the older generation. The programme outline provided by the honourable member for Morwell seems exciting and my department will seriously
consider it.
Mr ROPER (Minister of Health)The honourable members for Narracan
and Wantirna raised matters concerning first aid provisions. The honourable
member for Narracan raised the problem of certificates for first aid, and the
honourable member for WanNrna raised
the matter of epilepsy. It is important
that people be made aware of the difficulties that can occur in that area and
be prepared to cope. One needs to
broaden their first aid knowledge
throughout the community and, in the
past couple of years, efforts have been
made by Telecom to do so. Far more
needs to be done in this area.
The House adjourned at 11.17 p.m.

Questions on Notice
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

The following answers to questions
on notice were circulated-

LEGAL AID COMMISSION FUNDING
(Question No. 141)

Mrs SIBREE (Kew)
Attorney-General:

asked

the

Whether Victorian Legal Aid Commission
funding has been made available to support
a "representative action" on behalf of residents of South Australia against the Commonwealth Government in respect of alleged radioactive damage and which is to be prosecuted
by a Victorian solicitor; if so-Ca) what is the
extent of such funding; and (b) whether the
Government is supportive of class actions in
general?

Mr CAIN
answer is:

(U) The spot purchase section of the Ministry of Housing uses the Department of Community Welfare Services regions for its forward planning. These regions are based on
local government areas.
The targets quoted for each municipality are
based on estimates of funds likely to be available for the 1982-83 financial year. These
targets may be revised after the State Budget.
The electoral district of Forest Hill includes
parts of the City of Nunawading and the City
of Waverley. Targets for these municipalities
are ten units and fifteen units respectively.

SPOT PURCHASE HOUSING-BOX
HILL
(Question No. 234)

(Attorney-General)-The

Mr RICHARDSON (Forest Hill) asked
the Minister of Housing:

Legal assistance has been provided by the
Legal Aid Commission to investigate and report
on the possibility of a "representative" or
"class" action against the Commonwealth Government in respect of alleged radio-active damage. The matter does not specifically relate
to residents of South Australia.
The extent of the funding is limited .at
pres~nt to the cost of investigating, preparing
a bnef to counsel for advice, and obtaining
counsel's advice.
The Government sees merit in investigating
the concept of "representative" or "class"
actions but, at present, has no firm policy
commitment to do so. It is understood that
the Australian Law Reform Commissioner's
report on this matter, which has been given
consideration by the Commissioner over a
considerable period of time, is expected shortly.
That report should prove invaluable in arriVing
at a decision to proceed. If so, the Government
would only act in conjunction with the Chief
Justice's Law Reform Committee, the Law
Institute of Victoria and the Bar Council.

How many "spot purchase" houses and/or
flats are owned by the Ministry of Housing in
the electoral district of Box Hill and how
many additional purchases are planned for the
1982-83 financial year?

SPOT PURCHASE HOUSINGFOREST HILL
(Question No. 233)

Mr RICHARD SON (Forest Hill) asked
the Minister of Housing:
How many "spot purchase" houses and/or
flats are owned by the Ministry of Housing in
the electoral district of Forest Hill and how
many additional purchases are planned for the
1982-83 financial year?

Mr CATHIE (Minister of Housing)The answer is:
(i) The Ministry of Housing owns no "spot
purchase" houses in the electoral district of
Forest Hill.

Mr CATHIE (Minister of Housing)The answer is:
(i) The Ministry of Housing owns six "spot
purchase" houses in the electoral district of
Box Hill.
(ii) The electoral district of Box Hill includes parts of the cities of Box Hill and Nunawading where the targets are ten units a
municipality.

SPOT PURCHASE HOUSINGMITCHAM
(Question No. 235)

Mr RICHARDSON (Forest Hill) asked
the Minister of Housing:
How many "spot purchase" houses and/or
flats are owned by the Ministry of Housing in
the electoral district of Mitcham and how
many additional purchases are planned for the
1982-83 financial year?

Mr CATHIE (Minister of Housing)The answer is:
( i) The Ministry of Housing owns two "spot
purchase" houses in the electoral district of
Mitcham.
(ii) The electoral district of Mitcham includes parts of the cities of Doncaster/Templestowe, Nunawading and Ringwood. The targets
for these municipalities are eleven units, ten
units and four units respectively.
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SPOT PURCHASE HOUSINGSYNDAL

SPOT PURCHASE HOUSING-KNOX

(Question No. 236)

Mr RICHARDSON (Forest Hill) asked
the Minister of Housing:

Mr RICHARDSON (Forest Hill) asked
the Minister of Housing:
How many "spot purchase" houses and/or
flats are owned by the Ministry of Housing
in the electoral district of Syndal and how
many additional purchases are planned for the
1982-83 financial year?

Mr CATHIE (Minister of Housing)The answer is:
(i) The Ministry of Housing owns no "spot
purchase" houses in the electoral district of
Syndal.
(ii) The electoral district of Syndal includes
parts of the cities of Oakleigh and Waverley
where the targets are fifteen units for each
municipality.

SPOT PURCHASE HOUSINGBENNETTSWOOD
(Question No. 237)

Mr RICHARDSON (Forest Hill) asked
the Minister of Housing:
How many "spot purchase" houses and/or
flats are owned by the Ministry of Housing in
the electoral district of Bennettswood and how
many additional purchases are planned for the
1982-83 financial year?

Mr CATHIE (Minister of Housing)The answer is:
(i) The Ministry of Housing owns two "spot
purchase" houses in the electoral district of
Bennettswood.
(ii) The electoral district of Bennettswood
includes parts of the cities of Box Hill and
Waverley where the targets are ten and fifteen
units, respectively.

SPOT PURCHASE HOUSINGWANTIRNA
(Question No. 238)

Mr RICHARDSON (Forest Hill) asked
the Minister of Housing:
How many "spot purchase" houses and/or
flats are owned by the Ministry of Housing
in the electoral district of Wantirna and how
many additional purchases are planned for the
1982-83 financial year?

Mr CATHIE (Minister of Housing)The answer is:
(i) The Ministry of Housing owns thirteen
"spot purchase" houses in the electoral district
of Wantima.
(ii) The electoral district of Wantirna includeC! parts of the cities of Nunawading, Knox
and Waverley where the targets are ten, twelve
and fifteen units, respectively.

(Question No. 239)

How many "spot purchase" houses and/or
fiats are owned by the Ministry of Housing
in the electoral district of Knox and how
many additional purchases are planned for the
1982-83 financial year?

Mr CATHIE (Minister of Housing)The answer is:
(i) The Ministry of Housing owns seventeen
"spot purchase" houses in the electoral district
of Knox.
(ii) The electoral district of Knox includes
parts of the City of Knox where the target
is twelve units.

SPOT PURCHASE HOUSINGRINGWOOD
(Question No. 240)

Mr RICHARDSON (Forest Hill) asked
the Minister of Housing:
How many "spot purchase" houses and/or
fiats are owned by the Ministry of Housing
in the electoral district of Ringwood and how
many additional purchases are planned for the
1982-83 financial year?

Mr CATHIE (Minister of Housing)The answer is:
( 1) The Ministry of Housing owns ten
"spot purchase" houses in the electoral district
of Ringwood.
(ii) The electoral district of Ringwood includes parts of the cities of Ringwood and
Croydon where the targets are four units a
municipality.

SPOT PURCHASE HOUSINGWARRANDYTE
(Question No. 241)

Mr RICHARDSON (Forest Hill) asked
the Minister of Housing:
How many "spot purchase" houses and/or
flats are owned by the Ministry of Housing
in the electoral district of Warrandyte and how
many additional purchases are planned for the
1982-83 financial year?

Mr CATHIE (Minister of Housing)The answer is:
(i) The Ministry of Housing owns eleven
"spot purchase" houses in the electoral district
of Warrandyte.
(ii) The electoral district of Warrandyte includes parts of the cities of Doncaster/Templestowe, Ringwood and Croydon and of the Shire
of Lillydale where the targets are eleven, four,
four and twelve units, respectively.
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SPOT PURCHASE HOUSINGMONBULK
(Question No. 242)

Mr RICHARDSON (Forest Hill) asked
the Minister of Housing:
How many "spot purchase" houses and/or
flats are owned by the Ministry of Housing
in the electoral district of Monbulk and how
many additional purchases are planned for the
1982-83 financial year?

Mr CATHIE (Minister of Housing)The answer is:
(i) The Ministry of Housing owns eleven
"spot purchase" houses in the electoral district
of Monbulk.
(ii) The electoral district of Monbulk includes parts of the Shires of Sherbrooke, Lillydale and Upper Yarra where the targets are
four, twelve and two, respectively.

Library Service

Altona City

Box HiII-Doncaster Regional

Braille and Talking Book

Brighton City

Brunswick City ..
Camberwell-Waverley Regional
Carringbush Regional ..
Caulfield-Malvern Regional

B
H
M
P
B
H
M
P
B
H
M
P
B
H
M
H
M
P
H
B
H
M
B

M
P

Coburg City
Corangamite Regional
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FACILITIES FOR THE DISABLED
(Question No. 246)

Mr RICHARDSON (Forest Hill) asked
the Minister for the Arts:
How many public libraries in Victoria have
facilities for the disabled, identifying the Jibraries and the facilities offered?

Mr MATHEWS (Minister for
Arts) -The answer is:

the

I. Fifty-seven.
2. The following table identifies the libraries
and the facilities offered.
Target Group Key
B Blind or visually handicapped
H Housebound or hospitalized
M Mentally handicapped
P Physically handicapped other than blind

Target
Group
Key Service Provided

H

Central Gippsland Regional

ASSEMBLY

B
H
B
H
M
B
H

Large print. Talking Books. Housebound services.
Housebound service.
Occasional library visits by David House.
Housebound service.
Large print book and newspapers.
Housebound and institutions.
Fortnightly visits to library of 2 groups.
Small groups invited to special story times. Activities held by
children's library.
Braille, audio, large print.
Homes for the aged.
Audio library service
Audio library service.
Nursing homes and elderly citizens. Talking books and large
print.
Books delivered every three weeks.
Two special schools come to library.
Fortnightly visits for discussion and to change materials.
Toy collection.
Toy collection.
Library selected books sent to homes and institutions.
Large print and talking books, transport to library.
Housebound services, hospital deposits and loans.
Group visits from sheltered workshops.
Large print, spoken word cassettes. Referral to Braille and
Talking Book Library.
Domiciliary Service, in-house collection, neighbourly book
club, Library visiting service. institutional membership.
community bus.
Class visits from special school.
R /A and assistance, story telling at spastic centre. Visits to
libraries, supervision of deaf work-experience student.
Hear-a-book cassette.
Delivery to elderly citizens and hospital.
Large print.
Home delivery of books etc.
Helping hand.
Cassette players, recorded books, music cassettes.
Regular and expanding delivery service to eastern part of
region.
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Group
Key Service Provided

Library Service

Corangamite Regional-continued

Dandenong Valley Regional
Eastern Regional

East Gippsland Regional
Echuca Regional
Fitzroy
Footscray
Frankston City ..
Geelong Regional

Geelong West City
Glenelg Regional

Goulburn Valley Regional

Hawthorn City
Heidelberg Regional

Keilor City
Kew City
Kerang Re~onal
Kowree Shire . .
..
La Trobe Valley Regional
Lilydale Shire

..

Melbourne City

Miidura Regional

Moe City

Questions on Notice

M Entertain groups; supply books, small collections on loan.
exhibit handicrafts and so on of mentally handicapped.
P Requested member municipalities to support housebound
services and improve access to libraries.
B Large Print.
H Eight deposit collections.
M Storytelling, group visits, bulk loans.
B Hear-a-book collection.
H Delivery service provided by each branch.
M Library visits, special bulk loans.
P Storytimes for handicapped children.
H Bulk borrowing to institutions, home deliveries to housebound.
B Books on wheels to homes for the aged.
H Film ordering Iborrowing. Books on wheels.
H Delivery service.
H Fortnightly visits for exchange of books.
M StorytelJing, borrowing, displays and talks.
B Hear-a-book collection.
H Three weekly delivery service.
M Weekly visit to library.
B Hear-a-book collection.
H Large print, hear-a-book.
M Two bookmobiles to special schools. Sheltered workshops
come to city library to borrow.
P Books and so on.
H Books to private hospital.
B Audio cassettes at all branches.
H Elderly units and institutions services, bulk loans to hospitals.
M Regular visits by Retarded Day Groups to two branches.
P Audio cassettes and above.
B Hear-a-book tapes collection.
. .
H Bulk loans, institutions, homes for the elderly and psychiatriC
clinic.
M Group visits from institutions.
P Group visits from institutions.
B Large print books.
.
H Delivery of books.
B Large print books and talking book. Housebound service:
H Housebound service. Visits to nursing homes and pnvate
hospitals.
M Visits to special schools.
P Housebound service.
B Large print books.
H Home delivery and nursing home visits.
B Group visits to library, large print.
H Unrestricted loan of books to people in institutions.
M Group visits to library.
H Weekly housebound and hospital visits.
H Bulk loan of books.
B Hear-a-book cassettes for loan.
H House delivery.
B House delivery of large print and audio books.
H Delivery on request.
B Large print and tapes, service to some hospitals.
H Full Service.
.
M Loans and other assistance to institution, individual projects
via Centre 56.
P Nil, as buildings are inaccessible, report being presented to
council on this.
.
B Housebound service of talking books, cassettes, large pnnt.
H Two services a week, main branch. One service a week to
two other branches.
.
M Centre for mentally retarded attend library for story tellmg,
puppets and so on.
P Housebound services.
B Large print, audio cassettes.
H Home delivery.

Questions on Notice
Target
Group
Key

Librar), Service
Moonee Valley Regional

Moorabbin City

MordiaJloc/Chelsea Regional

North Eastern Regional
Northcote City
Nunawading City

Oakleigh City

Peninsula Regional
Port Melbourne City
Prahran City
Preston City

St. Kilda City
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Sandringham City
South Barwon City
South Melbourne City
Stawell Regional

Sunshine-Melton Regional
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Service Provided

B Large print, books and cassettes, talking books at all service
points:
H Delivery of books and other items, deposit collections in
homes for elderly.
M Two libraries give special programmes for handicapped
people at local centres.
B Special collections through extension service.
H Extension service, professional staff. special vehicles and so on.
M Visits to library and extension services.
P Extension services.
B Large print, delivery service.
H Home delivery includes handicapped where needed.
M Regular weekly visits as group.
P Fortnightly visits as group and home deliveries as needed.
H Liaison with Red Cross to provide book service.
M Liaise with Noah's Ark to provide suitable books. Also senior
and junior handicapped centre.
B Talking books. large prim.
H Weekly visits.
M Bulk loans to special schools.
B Display of large print calendars and other aids each yea r.
Large print books.
H Library visits two homes and library liaises/lends to Books
on Wheels with 110 clients. Council mini-bus collects three
groups fortnightly for library visits. Christmas party for
housebound.
M Centre visit for storytelling and part in library week, irregular
group visits.
P Adult deaf regular groups. Special library week morning tea!'..
Teenage deaf with multiple handicaps visit.
B Talking books, music, cassettes, records, large print books.
newspapers.
H Books on wheels. bulk loans to institutions.
M Group visits. bulk loans.
P Self-opening doors. co-op with transport. no stairs. Books on
wheels.
B Talking books. large print at all branches.
H Bulk loan to four institutions and individuals.
M Regular visits to libraries from special schools.
B Talking books.
H Books delivered to homes.
P Selection and delivery of books.
H Service one and a half days a week with individuals visited
once every three weeks.
B Bulk loans and group visits.
H Home deliveries.
M Group visits.
P Wheelchair bus, reserved parking. special catalogues.
B Large print. talking books.
and
H Books delivered as requested. to housebound
institutionalized.
B Large print.
H Bulk loans delivered monthly to aged peoples homes.
B Large print.
H Depot at hospital. visits to institutions and individual
housebound readers.
H Visits to housebound residents, collections of books maintained
at six institutions for elderly and infirm.
M Regular visits from a local special school.
B Audio cassettes and large print books.
H Fortnightly housebound, bulk loans to homes for elderly and
day centre.
M Library visits from Training Centre.
B Large print books and newspapers, some spoken word cassettes.
H Housebound service.
M Class visits from school for mentally handicapped. Mobile
library visits two special schools.

1200

ASSEMBLY

19 October 1982
Target
Group
Key Service Provided

Library Service

Swan Hill Regional

B
H
M
B
H
M
B
H
.M

Upper Goulburn Regional
Upper Murray Regional ..

P
B
H

West Gippsland Regional

Williamstown City

Questions on Notice

M and P

Wimmera Regional

Woorayl Shire ..

B
H
M
B
H
M
P
B
H

Hear-a-book, large print, bulk loan~ to hospitals.
Bulk loans, home visits and bulk loans to hospital.
Films to centre, weekly visits to central library.
Talking books.
Loans.
Visits.
Large print books, Age newspaper and hear-a-book cassettes.
Bulk loans to institutions. Individual loans to housebound .
Collection of 388 books as for adult new readers, suitable for
adults and children.
Same service as to housebound. Hear-a-book cassettes.
Hear-a-book cassettes and large print books.
Hospital services in four towns. Housebound services in seven
towns. Homes for the elderly in five towns.
Regular visits by groups to two branches.
Hear-a-book cassettes.
Home Service van visits.
Visits to library.
Housebound service-spoken word cassettes.
Bulk loans of materials to institutions and individual visits.
Films, bulk borrowing.
As for the mentally handicapped.
Large print books.
Collection of books to home for aged.

ILLICIT DRUG DETECTIONS
(Question No. 271)

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON
NOTICE
(Question No. 467)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked
the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services:
1. What was the number of detections of
illicit drugs manufactured or imported into
Victoria in 1981?

2.
tion
(c)
( d)

How many detections related to importaby-(a) light aircraft; (b) small boats;
off-shore drops by sea-going vessels; and
other means?

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked
the Attorney-General:
Whether any instructions have been issued
regarding the preparation of answers to questions on notice; if so, what are the details of
such instructions; if not, ",hether such instructions will be issued and details provided to
Parliament?

Mr CAIN
answer is:

(Attorney-General)-The

3. How many people were arrested as a
result of these detections and what was the
total quantity of drugs seized?

The only instructions issued are that questions be answered as fully and as quickly as
possible.

Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police
and Emergency Services) -The answer
is:

LAW DEPARTMENT AIMS AND
OBJECTIVES

1. There were 2962 detections of illicit drugs
in Victoria in 1981.
2. No information is available on the means
of importation of drugs into Victoria. However,
it is believed that most importations are from
other States, using commercial aircraft or motor
vehicles.
3. A total of 2963 persons were arrested as
a result of these detections. Records are not
maintained in VictOria of total quantities of
drugs seized.

(Question No. 469)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked
the Attorney-General:
Whether any steps were taken by the Minister on appointment to office to revise the aims
and objectives of departments, authorities and
agencies within his administration for implementation-( a) during the life of the 49th
Parliament; and (b) the 50th and succeeding
Parliaments; if so, what steps; if not, whether
he will now take such action?

Questions on Notice
Mr CAIN
answer is:

(Attorney-General)-The

Upon taking office steps were taken to ensure
the aims and objectives of bodies within my
administration were revised in accordance with
the well documented policies released by the
Australian Labor Party prior to the 3 April
election.

HIRING LAW DEPARTMENT STAFF
(Question No. 470)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked
the Attorney-General:
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Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the
Minister of Agriculture is:
1. Details are not available as the provision
of the information would place an unwarranted strain on limited staff resources.
2. The Victorian Government has a policy
of positive discrimination in favour of Victorian
small business.

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON
NOTICE
(Question No. 827)

In what circumstances and on whose authority management consultants were engaged
to hire Ministerial staff and what fees were
paid?

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the
Minister for Police and Emergency
Services:

Mr CAIN
answer is:

Whether any instructions have been issued
regarding the preparation of answers to questions on notice; if so, what are the details of
such instructions; if not, whether such instructions will be issued and details provided
to Parliament?

(Attorney-General)-The

No consultants were employed to hire Ministerial staff.

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
REVIEW
(Question No. 576)

Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police
and Emergency Services)-The answer
is:

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the
Minister for Local Government, for the
Minister of Agriculture:

The only instructions issued are that the
questions be answered as fully and as quickly
as possible.

Whether any steps were taken by the Minister on appointment to office to revise the
aims and objectives of departments, authorities
and agencies within his administration for implementation-(a) during the life of the 49th
Parliament; and (b) the 50th and succeeding
Parliaments; if so, what steps; if not, whether
he will now take such action?

HIRING OF MINISTERIAL STAFF
(Question No. 830)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the
Minister for Police and Emergency
Services:

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government)-The answer supplied by the
Minister of Agriculture is:

In what circumstances and on whose
authority management consultants were engaged to hire Ministerial staff and what fees
were paid?

Upon taking office, steps were taken to ensure the aims and objectives of bodies within
my administration were revised in accordance
with the weIJ documented policies released by
the Australian Labor Party prior to the 3 April
election.

No consultants were employed to hire Ministerial staff.

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
PURCHASES
(Question No. 587)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the
Minister for Local' Government, for the
Minister of Agriculture:
1. What purchases were made by the departments, authorities and agencies within his administratjon in 1981-82-(a) within Victoria;
(b) interstate; and (c) overseas?
2. Whether the Minister will make a commitment to implement a procurement policy of
positive discrimination in favour of Victorian
small business?

Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police
and Emergency Services)-The answer
is:

MINISTRY FOR POLICE AND
EMERGENCY SERVICES
MONITORING DEVICES
(Question No. 836)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked
the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services:
Whether any steps have been taken to install
monitoring devices in departments, authorities
and agencies within his administration to record length time and destination of outward
telephone calls and the extension from which
each call was made; if so, what steps; if not,
why?
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Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police
and Emergency Services)-The answer
is:
No, because such devices are unnecessary.
Existing switchboard facilities provide these
details in respect of trunk-line calls made and
extension of these facilities to local calls is
considered to be unnecessary.

POLICE STATION IN BELMONT/
GROVE DALE AREA
(Question No. 929)

Mr DICKINSON (South Barwon)
asked the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services:
Whether a priority has been given to building of a police station in the BelmontlGrovedale area in the electoral district of South
Barwon; if not, whether the Ministry will undertake a cost benefit study of increased protection for the benefit of residents in that area
and budgeting of a police station in the 1982-83
financial year?

Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police
and Emergency Services)-The answer
is:
As a result of an extensive examination
already undertaken to assess the policing needs
of the whole of the Barwon police district,
Victoria Police planning for the area includes
provision for a 24-hour divisional police station in the Belmont/Grovedale area.
However, there are a number of other projects planned for the Barwon district which
have a higher priority than the Belmont/Grovedale complex. These include the erection of
a new police station/district headquarters
complex at Geelong to improve efficiency by
centralizing units presently operating from a
number of buildings around Geelong and plans
to erect a new 24-hour divisional police station
at Corio.

MINISTRY OF HOUSING VEHICLES
(Question No. 1149)

_ Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked the
Minister of Housing:
1. What is the total number of vehicles
operated, leased or otherwise used by departments, authorities and agencies within the administration of the Minister?

2. How many are

air-condi~ioned?

3. Whether steps are being taken to improve this ratio; if so, what steps; if not, why?

Questions on Notice
Mr CATHIE (Minister of Housing)The answer is:
1.204.
2. 15.
3. All Ministry vehicles are operated in
accordance with the Victorian Government
Motor Transport Committee's "Statement of
Practices", which includes the supply of airconditioning where applicable.

ISSUE OF LICENCES BY MINISTRY
OF IMMIGRATION AND ETHNIC
AFFAIRS
(Question No. 1934)

Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster) asked
the Minister of Immigration and Ethnic
Affairs:
What age limits apply in regard to each
licence issued pursuant to legic:lation, including SUbordinate legislation, administered by
departments, agencies and authorities within
his jurisdiction?

Mr SPYKER (Minister of Immigration and Ethnic Affairs)-The answer
is:
As there are no licences under my jurisdiction, thh question is not applicable.

LOAN APPROVALS BY RURAL
FINANCE COMMISSION
(Question No. 1945)

Mr McGRATH (Lowan) asked the
Minister for Local Government, for the
Minister of Soldier Settlement:
1. How many carry-on loans for farmers
at the rate of 4 per centum have been approved
by the Rural Finance Commission since 1 July
1982?
2. What has been the largest and smallest
loan approved to an individual?
3. Whether any 4 oer centum loans have
been approved to small businesses, other than
primary industry, in drought declared areas
of Victoria since 1 July 1982?

Mr WILKES (Minister for Local
Government)-The answer supplied by
the Minister of Soldier Settlement is:
1. This measure was introduced on 23
August 1982 and sixteen loans have been
approved for $189000. A further 27 applications are being investigated.
2. The largest loan approved to date is
$25 000. The smallest loan approved to date
is $3000.
3. This measure wa~ introduced on 13 September 1982 and the first application received
on 20 September. The 21 applications received
to date are being assessed.

Questions without Notice
Wednesday, 20 October 1982
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
Edmunds) took the chair art 12.5 p.m.
and read the prayer.
QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

CONFLICT OF INTEREST OF
MINISTER
Mr THOMPSON (Leader of the Opposition) -My question without notice is
directed to the Premier, whose views
on conflict of interest are well known.
I therefore ask him to explain why,
when the Minister for Economic Development announced that he had
resigned from all directorships on being sworn in as a Minister in April
this year, the return lodged at the
Corporate Affairs Office for 133 Sydney
Road Pty Ltd shows the name of
William
Landeryou
of
Macedon
Avenue, Sunbury-occupation, Parliamentarian-to still be a director as at
25 June this year. Is the Premier able
to explain to the House that obvious
conflict?
Mr CAIN (Premier)-I believe the
explana tion given by the Minister yesterday demonstrates that what was
said in this place was untrue in respect
of a number of matters. I have invited
some details and particularity from the
honourable member who raised the
question, and it has not been shown to
me that any conflict of interest exists.
I believe this is evidence of a desperate,
divided and discredited Opposition.
These are serious matters. If it is
suggested in this place or elsewhere
that Ministers, members or statutory
appointees have private interests that
are incompatible with their public duty,
that matter should be the subject of a
specific allegation to me or to this
House. That has not occurred. This is
merely an attempt to justify the existence of the Opposition that has nothing
better to do. Any member of the Opposition who has information of that
kind should present it in this place.
Mr THOMPSON (Leader of the Opposition) -On a point of order, Mr Speaker,
the Premier is now moving to debate
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the question, and it is not even the
question that was asked in the first
place!
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
Edmunds}-Order! There is no point of
order. I call on the Premier to round
off his answer.
Mr CAIN (Premier)-The only other
point I wish to add is that the Opposition has reached the depths. That has
been recognized by the Federal Attorney-General who felt he had a duty to
say what he knew about these
matters and to dissociate himself
totally from the remarks made by the
Opposition.
DROUGHT
Mr ROSS-EDWARDS (Leader of the
National Party) -I refer the Premier
to the serious drought which is currently having a devastating effect not only
on the farming industry but also on
secondary and tertiary industries in
Victoria, and the increasingly serious
effects that will occur. Will the Premier
consider .agreeing to establish an allparty Parliamentary committee at a
senior level to advise the Government,
in a non-party, impartial manner, on
what steps should be taken to
alleviate the drought conditions on a
long-term basis, because the effects of
the drought will be felt by this State for
many years to come? The matter is
serious and the Premier should give consideration to taking steps on a non-party
basis.
Mr CAIN (Premier)-I concede that
the Government has adopted a non-party
approach in this matter, which is best
evidenced by its information to other
party Leaders and inviting them to join
with Ministers on the drought tour. I
make it clear that the Government has
total confidence in the Drought Advisory
Committee. J.t has expressed some reservations
about
the
administrative
arrangements that exist whereby two
departments are involved. Unless it can
be demonstrated that an all-party committee can achieve something that cannot be achieved by Government
decisions based upon the advice received
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from the Drought Advisory Committee, best form we are likely to get in this
I am not prepared to' agree to such an country at present. It should receive the
appointment.
encouragement, the support and whatThe Leader of the National Party ever authority is necessary from both
should not despair just yet because, if Governments for it to proceed.
he can suggest ways in which something
CONFLICT OF INTEREST OF
can be achieved by an all-party comMINISTER
mittee that cannot be achieved at
present, we will listen to it, consider it
Mr SALTMARSH (Wantirna)-Foland advise him.
lowing the statement the Premier made
in response to the question from the
ROYAL COMMISSION INTO
Leader of the Opposition a copy of the
BUILDERS LABOURERS
document from the Corporate Affairs
FEDERATION
Office was offered yesterday to both
Mr WALSH (Albert Park)-Is the the Minister for Economic Development
Premier aware of the report on the and to the Deputy Premier-neither of
Federal Government's decision to ex- whom took it up-will the Premier investend the Costigan Royal Commission tigate the returns in the members'
for only six months? If so, can he supply pecuniary interests lodged only a matter
any information on the matter to the of a few weeks ago, in which the MinHouse and the attitude of the Victorian ister for Economic Development had
Government to this decis'ion?
listed an interest in 133 Sydney Road
Mr CAIN (Premier)-I believe the Pty Ltd?
Prime Minister received a communicaThe listing was voluntary and was
tion from Mr Costigan in May, June, made months after the supposed date
July or thereabouts in which he pointed of 8 April 1982 and for which the closing
out that he needed considerable time to date, as the honourable gentleman will
complete this work. He did not quantify remember, was 29 August.
that time then, as I recall. Later, I spoke
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
with him and he indicated that he Edmunds)
- Order! The honourable
wished that the terms or time of member is debating the matter.
inquiry be extended until at least the
Mr SALTMARSH-Will the Premier
end of 1983. I agreed and an extension
was promulgated by the Executive investigate the claim and reconcile the
apparent conflict between dates and the
Council on 6 October.
I am not aware of the response of apparent conflict of interest involved?
Mr CAIN (Premier)-I listened to
the Federal Government to the request
that Mr Costigan made of ,it at the the honourable member yesterday and I
same time he made the request to me. read what he had to say, and invited
I wrote to the Prime Minister telling him to give me particulars of matters to
him that I believed the Commonwealth which he referred. I have never seen the
should act in the way that we had; that documents to which he referred; and,
it was necessary that the joint powers in any event, he has not provided the
should be exercised by the commission. information that was requested. Yesterday, I also listened and read what the
I still believe that to be the case.
I am not aware whether the Federal M;inister for Economic Development said
Government intends to extend until June in response to these matters.
next year. Mr Costigan said in August
I believe the Minister for Economic
that, unless he received an extension, Development-from what he has said
he would have to complete his investiga- -has answered the assertion by the
tions and the taking of evidence at the honourable member for Wantirna. I
end of September to enable him to com- repeat my offer: If there are serious
plete the report bV the due date of allegations against a Minister, an hon30 December 1982. I believe the Costi- ourable member or a statutory office
gan Commission is the best form of holder which assert matters of conflict
crime comm'ission we have had and the exist between private 'interest and

Questions without Notice
public

duty,

let

us
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hear

them.

It is the duty of those who make the

assertions to say what those assertions
are right now and not to hold those
assertions in order to score some
political capital by feeding them out
bit by bit. If those assertions are to
be made, I should be given the particulars and they will be examined.
LESLIE PHILLIP SMART
Mr HANN (Rodney) - I ask the
Attorney-General whether any decision
has been taken to proceed with further
charges against Mr Leslie Phillip
Smart.
Mr CAIN (Attorney-General)-No decision has yet been taken.
SMALL BUSINESSES
Miss CALLISTER (Morwell)-Will
the Treasurer inform the House what
action has been taken to assist small
businesses and jobs in Victoria?
Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-The major
difficulty faced by small businesses in
Victoria is the slow rate of growth of
sales and the Budget is premised on
the boost of economic activity in the
State. The programme in the housing
industry will add $104 million to expenditure. It is well-known that the
housing industry is dominated by small
businesses and therefore small businesses will benefit directly from that
expenditure and indirectly through the
impact of it on the manufacturing and
retail sector. The 35 per cent increase
in capital expenditure again will flow
on to the small business sector.
The Government has indicated also
that it will remove the stamp duty
of 1·2 per cent which prevailed under
the former Government on high interest
rate loans. The facts of economic life
are that those high interest rate loans
in the business sector were primarily
taken out by small businesses. Further,
in response to questions from members
of the Opposition, I add that the Government will make available $10 million in loan funds to small businesses
qualifying on grounds of economic
viability.
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The other point I make is that the
Government, unlike the former Government, is commited to no extension
of shopping hours. As Minister of
Labour and Industry, I have increased
the inspectorate services operating in
that area and I have indicated that
penalties will be increased for any infringement of those shopping hours.
Practically every small business in the
State recognizes the need to maintain
control over shopping hours at present
to ensure that businesses survive the
very deep and severe recession.
COMPANY DIRECTORS
Mr MACLELLAN (Berwick)-Is the
Attorney-General aware of section 134
of the companies legislation which
requires directors to notify the Corporate Affairs Office in writing if they
change directorships, that is, if they
resign from a directorship or continue
and a new director is appointed? In
the event of the Minister for Economic
Development not having advised the
Corporate Affairs Office within one
month of his resignation from 133
Sydney Road Pty Ltd, would he be
guilty of an offence under the legislation and be liable to a penalty of $100?
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
Edmunds) - Order! The honourable
member is asking the Attorney-General
for a legal opinion. I ask the honourable member to rephrase his question.
Mr MACLELLAN-Is it a fact that
directors have to notify; is it a fact that
under Victorian law and national law
their failure to notify is an offence;
and is it a fact that the Corporate
Affairs Office register, an extract of
that being available to the AttorneyGeneral. shows that Mr Landeryou is
stilI a director of the company?
Mr CAIN (Attorney-General)-The
Deputy Leader of the Opposition makes
a number of assumptions that I am not
prepared to accept. I shall examine the
matter and report further to him.
JOB WATCH
Mr GRAY (Syndal)-Is the Minister
for Employment and Training aware
of the reports by Job Watch concerning
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the exploitation of the unemployed and months in which I have had responsischool leavers? If so, what action is bility for this portfolio, that course
the Government taking to remedy the of action has proved successful. Tha t
situation?
policy will continue to be followed and
Mr SIMMONDS (Minister for Employ- I hope the matter will be resolved as
ment and Training)-Job Watch is soon as possible.
funded through the Ministry of EmGRAIN RAIL FREIGHT RATES
ployment and Training and currently
an inquiry is tak:ing place in conjunction
Mr McGRATH (Lowan)-Is the Minwith the Ministery of Consumer Affairs ister of Transport aware of a press
about the best method of providing statement in the Wimmera Mail Times
protection for school leavers and others today that an astronomical grain freight
who are subject to misleading and charge, far greater than the inflation
other forms of deceptive advertising rate, is contemplated by VicRail? Will
offering employment. Job are some- the Minister advise the stage of negotitimes offered under conditio'ls which ations on grain freights for the coming
are not in conformity with responsible year and whether an increase will apply?
practices.
Mr CRABB (Minister of Transport)Within a fortnight I expect to have ·The matter of freight rates for grain
a submission as a result of the consul- this year is becoming largely academic,
tative process and that submission will given the somewhat diminished volume
provide a legal remedy to the situation. of freight. However, we are in the process of negotiating with the Victorian
BUILDERS LABOURERS
Farmers and Graziers Association, not
FEDERATION
so much on this year's grain, but on
Mr RAMSAY (Balwyn)-Is the Min- a three or five year contract, with a
ister of Public Works aware that view to obtaining a more stable situawork of his department on police pro- tion of equalization.
jects around Victoria is being held up
The Victorian Farmers and Graziers
by bans imposed by the Builders Association is in agreement that a grain
Labourers Federation? If so, how much freight rate ought to meet the avoidlonger is the Minister prepared to con- able costs of carrying the grain. Howdone the delays that these bans are ever, it is adamant that it ou~ht to
causing? Will he take action to initiate be an avoidable cost in the context
discussions with the Trades Hall Coun- of an efficient system. We agree with
cil immediately to have steps taken to that and there is no real disputation
ensure that the Builders Labourers about the principles involved. DiscusFederation ceases and desists from this sions about grain freights have taken
sort of practice of interfering with the place with all authorities from the
work of the Public Works Department? elevator authorities to the port authoriMr SIMPSON (Minister of Public ties. We are in the process of instituting
Works) -1 am conscious of the de- a study to draw together all of those
cision taken bv the Builders Labourers different parts of the process to obtain
Federation to place bans of many police a more rational system of princing in
constructicns throughout the metro- both freight and storage of grain.
politan area and even, I think, in some Matters are proceeding on an agreed
country areas. I have brought the basis by all parties.
matter to the attention of the Office
of Industrial Relaticns and the IndusCOUNTRY FIRE AUTHORITY
trial Relations Task Force. This is the
Mr KENNEDY (Bendigo)-Will the
custom of the new Government where- Minister for Police and Emergency -Serby consultation rather than confronta- vices inform the House of the stage
tion tak·es place. It has been established that has been reached in consideration
beyond doubt that, during the six of the· proposal of the Country fire

Questions without Notice
Authority for the division of the State
into four regions for the purposes of
declaring days of total fire ban?
Mr MA THEWS (Minister for Police
and Emergency Services) -I have received a proposal from the Country
Fire Authority which would have the
effect of dividing Victoria into four
zones for the purpose of declaration
of days of total fire danger. This
arrangement, of course, would not replace but rather supplement the
existing system whereby the whole
State can be declared for the purposes
of a total fire ban. The boundaries of
the. zones which the authority is proposmg would follow those of municipalities.
Following the receipt of that proposal, which is currently undergoing
examination, I asked officers of the
Country Fire Authority to meet with
me and discuss the whole subject.
Those discussions have taken place and
agreement has been reached that no
change should be made until the current fire season is over. The background for that is that Victoria is
facing one of the most threatening fire
seasons it has had in its history. Many
areas in country Victoria have experienced a shortfall of up to 82 per
cent of their winter rains, and the
rainfall in virtually the majority of Vic~oria has fallen short by 50 per cent. It
IS generally recognized that in any year
when the shortfall of rain passes 30
per cent, the State is confronted with
a fire risk of grave significance and
that is being exceeded twice over in
many instances in the current circumstances.
Agreement has, therefore, been
reached that the proposal by the
Country Fire Authority would not
come into operation before the fire
season of 1983-84 at the earliest. At
t.hat time it will be necessary for the
Government and the authority to undertake a significant pUblicity campaign
to ensure that awareness of the scheme
and its implications are widespread
and that ~n no way will the public
understandm~ of the days of significant
fire danger be undermined. These discussions will carry forward in the
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months ahead while the Government
is considering the merits of the proposal itself.
In view of the serious fire danger
that Victoria faces in the months ahead.
I hope all employers who have on
their staff volunteer· members of
brigades under the Country Fire
Authority who may be needed to meet
a fire threat during that period will
take a responsible and generous attitude by making sure release is available to those volunteers as the need
arises.
CONFLICT OF INTEREST OF
MINISTER
Mr KEN NETT (Burwood)-Has the
Premier. prior to the appointment of
his Ministers. or since. ever sought or
demanded information and disclosure
of any directorships that they have
held and has the honourable gentleman
also demanded that Ministers who held
directorships dispose of those directorships to avoid any possible conflict of
interest with their Ministerial portfolios; if the Premier has not made
these simple basic requests and demands of his Ministerial team, why
not, and when will he do so?
Mr CAIN (Premier)-I make it clear
to the House that I am totally satisfied
that there is nothing known about any
of the Ministers who have been
appointed by this Government that
would render them unfit to hold office.
I have confidence in them all. If there
is any matter that the Opposition or
any member of the Opposition believes
ought to be raised, they should raise it.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
Edmunds) - Order! The honourable
member for Burwood tests the patience
and authority of the Chair every day.
Today he has just used an expression
which I will ask him to withdraw immediately and I will not call him again
to order.
Mr KENNETT (Burwood)-It is very
difficult to try to give an answer.
The SPEAKER-Order! I ask the
honourable member for Burwood to
withdraw the expression that he used.
I did not ask the honourable member
to give the Chair an explanation.
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Mr KENNFTT-I used the words.
"bloody farce". which 1 withdraw.
Mr CAIN (Premier)-If this place is
a farce. it is because of the Opposition
and the way it behaves. If the Opposition wants to cease treating this place
as a farce. let the Opposition members
say openly what they are implying
by innuendo and by rumour. and. if
they do so. their allegations will be
examined. However. the Opposition is
not prepared to do that.
INFILL DEVELOPMENT
Mr NEWTON (Bennettswood)-Can
the Minister of Housing inform the
House what progress has been made
over recent months in the acquisition
and development of infill sites for public housing in the metropolitan area?
Mr CATHIE (Minister of Housing)The redevelopment of various infill
sites. largely ex-industrial land situated
mainly in the inner suburban areas. will
provide an opportunity for new high
quality public housing to be constructed
in inner suburban areas. which has a
high priority with the Government. So
much so that, in the Budget, the Government has increased the funding for
these programmes from $6· 8 million to
$20 million.
Negotiations have recently been concluded successfully with the Royal
Children's Hospital for the purchase of
land in Courtney Street, North Melbourne, and land in Brunswick Street.
North Fitzroy.
Other redevelopment projects under
way in the inner suburbs include Kay
Street, Carlton; Nelson Road. South
Melbourne. where there is a $2·5 million development and the Knox Schlapp
site in Port Melbourne. They are all
developments that will greatly enhance
the townscape quality of those areas.
Negotiations are also proceeding with
the Education Department for the
transfer of land in Poole Street, Bennettswood. and the construction of a
102-unit housing development on the

Questions without Notice
site previously owned by the Gas and
Fuel Corporation at Highett, in
Moorabbin.
All of those programmes indicate the
high priority the Government is giving
to infill development.
HEALTH LEVY
Mr LIEBERMAN (Benambra) - I
direct the attention of the Minister of
Health to the out-patient levy of 80
cents a week per family. 1 remind the
Minister of the undertaking he gave to
me and to other honourable members
that he would introduce, without delay.
adequate audit arrangements to oversee
the administration of this levy.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
Edmun<is~-Order! 1 ask the honourable
member for Benambra to get to the
question.
Mr LIEBE.RMAN-Will the Minister
explain why he has not yet introduced
those urgently required audit provisions, and will he give an undertaking
to ensure that those audit provisions
are introduced before the end of this
week at the very latest.
Mr ROPER (Minis,ter of Health)The honourable member for Benambra
will recall that. in the briefing that he
was given last Thursday by a senior
officer of the Health Commission, it was
explained to him, although he may not
have understood it adequately at the
time, that discussions were occurring
between the health benefit organizations
and officers of the Health Commission,
in an endeavour to work out the most
appropriate method of making those
audits. Those discussions are proceeding.
The Leader of the Opposition interjects and says, "Why not form a working party?" Discussions are occurring
between officers from the Health Commission and the health benefit oTP::\nizations on the best way of achieving
that objective. I have no doubt that the
aim of those discussions is to achieve
adequate auditing arrangements and
an administrative arrangement that is
satisfactory to both of those parties.
and certainly to the Government.

Questions without Notice
WORKERS COMPENSATION
PREMIUMS
Mr WALLACE (Gippsland South)Is the Treasurer aware that. in a recent
report of the Victorian Employers Federation, it claimed that, in some cases,
workers compensation premiums were
more expensive than the profitability
demonstrated by some firms? The Victorian Employers Federation said that
the workers compensation premiums
and especially pay-roll tax-The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
Edmunds)-Order! Will the honourable
member for Gippsland South get to the
question?
Mr WALLACE-In view of the concern expressed by the Victorian Employers Federation, what measures will
the Treasurer implement to reduce the
impact that the cost of workers compensation premiums is having on small
business?
Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-I have long
been concerned about the workers compensation system in Victoria, not only
because of comments made by the Victorian Employers Federation, but because there is a delay of nineteen months
with contested claims. That is not good
enough and the Government has already
taken action in that area to reduce the
delay.
The Government is examining the
whole system, but the reason for the
large increases in workers compensation premiums in recent times has been
due to the fact that private organizations offering insurance have been removing discounts that have previouly
applied. In other words, such organizations were setting workers compensation premiums on a loss basis to obtain
business. As a consequence there have
been increases in workers compensation
premiums between the range of 80
per cent and 300 per cent. That is due
to changes in the market place and
certainly not as a resul t of the policy of
the Government.
The Government is conscious of the
need to minimize any increase in
workers compensation premiums, just
as it is conscious that the whole system
needs to be improved.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION
Mr SIMPSON (Minister of Public
Works) (By leave) -Mr Speaker, I
desire to make a personal explanation.
During the debate on the motion for the
adjournment of the sitting last night,
the honourable member for Kew raised
a matter with the Premier concerning
the ungentlemanly and untimely behavior of a Minister of the Crown in an
action that took place in the Parliamentary dining-room last Wednesday evening. The honourable member for Kew
did not mention the name of the Minister of the Crown concerned, and following dicussions with you, Mr
Speaker, I understand that she has advised you that the Minister concerned
was myself.
I want to make it perfectly clear that
the action in the dining-room took place
when I was walking past the honourable
member for Kew, who was with several
friends. I did put my arm around her
and give her a peck on the cheek. It
was done in a jovial fashion; it was
certainly not done with any harassment.
People who know me would be a ware
that I am an outgoing and friendly person. I make no apology for that. It
could be said that it was ungentlemanly
and it could be said it was untimely,
but it certainly was not done with
harassment.
I have met the honourable member
for Kew in your private chambers, Mr
Speaker, prior to this sitting and I have
apologized to her privately, and I now
do so publicly.
PETITIONS
The Clerk-I have received the following petitions for presentation to
Parliament:
Bundoora shopping centre
To THE HONOURABLE THE
MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLATIVE
PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED:

SPEAKER AND
ASSEMBLY IN

The humble petition of the undersigned
citizens of the State of Victoria sheweth:1. The Bundoora Shopping Centre, bounded
by Plenty Road, Greenhills Road and
McLeans Road, Bundoora, is inadequate and
does not match the reasonable expectations
of local residents in terms of either a shopping centre or community focus.
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2. There is an undersupply of floor space and
the lack of a major shopping attraction
which would provide more income and
support to the existing shops.
3. The rezoning application of Stratford
Estates Pty. Ltd. (Lakehurst Corporation)
which would have aHowed the necessary
ex.tension to this shopping centre, is supported by the residents of Bundoora and the
existing traders. It is also understood that
the proposed extension was supported by
the local Member of Parliament who met
with the local traders' representatives.
Your petitioners therefore pray that:In view of the need for the Shopping Centre
extensions and the commitments many residents
have now entered into a result of their understanding that the Government would pennit the
rezoning, the Minister for Planning should reconsider his earlier decision with the view to
aHowing the extensions to proceed.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will
every pray.

By Dr Coghill (965 signatures)
Heidelberg West Primary School
To

THE HONOURABLE THE
MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLATIVE
PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED:

SPEAKER AND
ASSEMBLY IN

ON THE SUBJECT OF
TRANSFER OF SENIOR STAFF FROM
HEIDELBERG WEST PRIMARY SCHOOL
The humble petition of the undersigned
citizens of the State of Victoria sheweth our
concern for the implications of the recent
restructuring of senior positions in primary
division of the Victorian Education Department.
We most strongly protest at the way our
school is being denuded of senior staff. Both
Principal and Vice Principal have received
notification of transfers. Both these people have
figured prominently in the development of the
school over the past six years. We the undersigned are concerned that programmes enacted
with their co-operation will be jeapardized by
their transfer.
Your petitioners therefore pray that these
positions be reconsidered in conj unction with
the school council of this school, and the
services of the incumbent senior staff be
retained in the interim, and your petitioners,
in duty bound will humbly pray.
.

By Mr A. J. Sheehan (93 signatures)
Morwell and Bulga-Tara Valley
national parks
To THE HONOURABLE THE
MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLATIVE
PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED:

SPEAKER AND
ASSEMBLY IN

The humble petition of the undersigned
citizens of the State of Victoria sheweth grave
concern at the proposed reclassification of the
Morwell and Bulga-Tarra Valley National Parks.
The natural beauty of these parks would be
lost and irreversible damage would occur if
the reclassification proposals of the Land Conservation Council are accepted.

Petitions
Your petitioners therefore pray that the proposals be rejected, and the parks retain their
present status.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, wi 11
ever pray.

By Miss Callister (455 signatures)
It was ordered that the petitions be

laid on the table.
MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Mr CRABB (Minister of Transport)
moved for leave to bring in a Bill to
abolish certain offices in the Minstry
of Transport, to create certain other
offices, to amend the Minstry of Transport Act 1958 and for other purposes.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was brought in and read a
first time.
VICTORIAN COLLEGE OF
AGRICULTURE AND HORTICULTURE
BILL
Mr FORDHAM (Minister of Education) moved for leave to bring in a
Bill to provide for the establishment
of a post-secondary education institution to be known as the Victorian
College of Agriculture and Horticulture
and for the transfer to the college of
the control and administration of the
agricultural colleges carried on as
State agricultural colleges pursuant to
the Agricultural Colleges Act 1958, to
repeal the Agricultural Colleges Act
1958, to amend the Land Act 1958 and
the Post-Secondary Education Remuneration Tribunal Act 1980, and for
other purposes.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was brought in and read a
first time.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT
(HOUSE BUILDERS' LIABILITy)
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government) moved for leave to bring in
a Bill to amend Division lA of Part
XLIV. of the Local Government Act
1958, to amend the Building Control
Act 1981 and for other purposes.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was brought in and read a
first time.

Ministerial Statement

ABORIGINAL LANDS (ABORIGINES'
ADVANCEMENT LEAGUE) (WATT
STREET, NORTHCOTE) BILL
Mr CAIN (Premier) moved for leave
to bring in a Bill to make provision
with respect to a Crown grant of land
at Watt Street, Northcote, in the Parish
of Jika Jika.
. The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was brought in and read a
first time.
GEELONG PERFORMING ARTS
CENTRE TRUST (AMENDMENT) BILL
Mr MATHEWS (Minister for the
Arts) moved for leave to bring in a
Bill with respect to the functions of
the Geelong Performing Arts Centre
Trust to amend the Geelong Performing Arts Centre Trust Act 1980 and for
other purposes.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was brought in and read a
first time.
MOTOR CAR (PENALTIES) BILL
Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police
and Emergency Services) moved for
leave to bring in a Bill to amend the
penalties fixed under the Motor Car
Act 1958 for offences against that Act
and regulations made under that Act.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was brought in and read a
first time.
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have been taken to improve the efficiency of Government and to overhaul
the machinery of administration. Public confidence also needs to be restored
in the probity of its elected representatives.
The dismal standards of the previous
Government were a matter of considerable concern to the then Opposition as well as to the public. When
the Members of Parliament (Register
of Interests) Bill was debated in 1978,
we as the Opposition made clear our
views of its inadequacies. It was our
belief, then as now, that the personal
financial affairs of Parliamentarians
must be subject to public scrutiny.
Pulished details must be sufficient to
enable the public to have full confidence in the exercise by Parliamentarians of their public duty.
A corollary of this concern is that
public administration must also be
beyond reproach so far as its probity
is concerned. This belief has informed
the Government's attitude since it
assumed office. Many of the basic procedures followed were those instituted
by the previous Government. A few
days ago I announced that these procedures would be reviewed.

LAND (AMENDMENT) BILL
Mr WILKES (Minister for Local Government) moved for leave to bring in
a Bill to amend the Land Act 1958.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was brought in and read a
first time.

The Government has now completed
a review of the system of procedures
and requirements for declarations of
interests of senior public servants,
statutory and Governor in Council
appointees and employees and others.
It has also reviewed the corresponding
requirements upon Ministers and members of the Parliament under the Members of Parliament (Register of Interests) Act 1978. Close attention has
also been given to the principles of
conduct required to be followed by
each.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT
Private interests of Parliamentarians
and Government officials
Mr CAIN (Premier)-I desire to make
a Ministerial statement.
A major objective of this Government is to restore public confidence
in Government administration. Steps

The Government believes that existing
procedures and requirements instituted
by its predecessors in office are not
adequate. It will take ~he necessary
legislative and administrative action to
improve them. In the case of Government officers and employees there will
naturally be full consultation with relevant staff associations before the proposed changes take their final form.
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Following, for the information of honourable members, are the results of
the ·review and the actions which the
Government proposes to take.
PRESENT SITUATION
The Members of Parliament (Register
of Interests) Act 1978 prescribes,
among other things, a code of conduct
for members of Parliament, including
Ministers. It also provides for annual
returns bv members to the Clerk of the
Parliaments of the pecuniary or other
interests of a member which might give
rise to a conflict of interests. The Clerk
of the Parliaments is required to provide a summary of these returns which
is published as a Parliamentary paper.
Under separate administrative arrangements, Minister are required to
administer guidelines containing a
general code of conduct for senior
officers and employees of Government
agencies including statutory authorities in Victoria. The guidelines also
prescribe the form of a declaration of
certain interests to be completed by
those officers. This form is similar to
that prescribed for members of Parliament. The requirements for a declaration of interests by officers below
permanent head level have hitherto
been left largely to the discretion of the
Minister upon the advice of the permanent head or equivalent officer.
Members

of

Parliament

The Members of Parliament (Register
of Interests) Act 1978 provides in Part
1 that:
Members shall:
(i) accept that their prime responsibility is to the performance of their
public duty and therefore ensure that
this aim is not endangered or subordinated by involvement in conflicting
private interest;
(ii)
ensure that their conduct as
members must not be such as to bring
discredit upon the Parliament;
and also that
Members shall not advance their
private interests by use of confidential
information gained in the performance
of their public duty.
Mr Cain

Ministerial Statement

The major deficiency of the existing
legislation now, as in 1978 when it was
first introduced, is the inadequate scope
of the definition of private interest,
particularly in relation to the interests
of a member's family. This is especially
evident in that part of the Act prescribing the form of a return for the
register of interests.
Family, for the purposes of the Act
was defined as
(a) a spouse of that member; and
(b) any child of that member who
is under the age of eighteen and normally resides with that member.
The narrowness of that definition in
particular reduces assurance that a
member will disclose relevant interests
of all members of his family or household where these interests might be
seen to be relevant to the performance
of his public duty.
Of particular concern is that requirement of the register which provides
for:
A concise description of any trust
in which the member holds a beneficial interest or of which the member
is trustee and a member of his family
has a beneficial interest.
This clearly does not cover a range
of circumstances including that in
which a member does not have a beneficial interest in the trust or is not
himself a trustee. As was pointed out
to the then Government in 1978, it
is common for example to find a situation in which an accountant or
so loci tor is a shareholder of a family
company and under a deed of trust
holds shares in that company on trust
for the members of the family.
The requirement for disclosure of
family interests also does not extent
to interests in companies, partnerships,
or other bodies which could influence
the actions of a member. Sub-section
6 (2) (i) could be interpreted to cover
such wider family interests but it
leaves much to the discretion of the
member. Another deficiency is that
disclosure is required only in relation
to:
The name or description of any
company partnership. association or

Ministerial Statement

other bodies in which the member
holds a beneficial interest which exceeds in value $500.
The Government does not believe that
a monetary threshold such as this is
a sensible indicator of financial interest. The most minimal interest is
capable of being represented as creating a potential conflict with public duty.
In addition, a minor asset may also
carry with it a substantial liability.
Tn such circumstances the only sensible
course for a member is to declare all
such interests.
Government officers and employees

The present guidelines for Government
officers and employees were formulated
and promulgated by the previous Government. The document is entitled
"Conduct of Victorian Government
Officers and Employees: General Guidelines". It sets out principles of conduct and prescribes a register of interests which follows the format contained
in the Members of Parliament (Register
of Interests) Act 1978.
The principles of conduct enshrined
in the guidelines contain several
anachronisms and require revision on
that account alone. More importantly
however, they contain inadequate referance to declaration of any conflicts
or potential conflicts which might arise
in the course of an officer's duties. Such
conflict and its resolution are central
to the whole issue of public duty and
private interest.
So far as the Register of Interests
for officers and employees is concerned
it suffers from the same deficiencies
as its legislative counterpart for members. It has moreover been administered
unevenly and the previous Government
must accept the major share of responsibility for that.
We have learned for example that
returns under the present system, instituted by the previous Government,
were not required to be completed by
prospective appointees before taking up
their appointments. In addition, the
range of officers completing returns
varied between agencies as did the
consistency with which returns were
made. The present system does not
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include appointees such as members
of the judiciary and magistrates.
Further consideration is being given
to these categories of appointees.
The sitting was suspended at 12.56
p.ml. until 2.4 p.m.
PROPOSED CHANGES
Members

of

Parliament

The Government will introduce
amending legislation as soon as possible to strengthen the Members of
Parliament (Register of Interests) Act.
Key changes will be as follows, although others may be made following
further consideration when legislation
is drafted.
The definition of "family" in the 1978
Act will be extended. The Government
is of the view that, although members
of the family may ordinarily comprise
only the officeholder's spouse and dependent children, it should also for
the purposes of the Act include other
members of the household or family
when their interests are closely connected with those of the member. De
facto spouses will be included in this
definition.
In respect of the code of conduct,
there will be an explicit requirement
that a member not use official information to advance improperly the private
interests of his or her family or others.
A member will be required also to
avoid actions which would allow a
potential beneficial interest to accrue
to the member's immediate family or
any business, trust, company, partnership or other body with which he or
she may be associated.
In respect of the register of interests,
the member will also be required, so
far as is known to him or her, to
disclose family interests in trusts, companies, partnerships or other bodies
even though the member may not be
a beneficiary or a trustee. The limit
of $500 currently prescribed to apply
to such interests will be removed.
Cabinet procedures and requirements

How the
previous Government
ordered its affairs in relation to actual
or potential conflicts of interests is
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best known to itself. The present Government has adopted a policy requiring
a Minister, in a case where he considers he has an actual or potential
conflict of interest in respect to a matter before Cabinet, to declare such
interests and to take no part in the
discussion of that matter unless the
Premier decides otherwise. The Parliamentary Secretary of the Cabinet
records such abstention in the Cabinet
record and the reason for it.
Officers and employees
The Government will alter the existing guidelines for the conduct of
officers and employees to require the
declaration of potential conflicts of
interest which may arise and to remove
irrelevant and inappropriate provisions.
It will also alter the register of
interests for officers and employees to
bring it broadly into accord with the
revised requirements to be incorporated
in the 1978 Act.
Prescription will be included in the
guidelines as to which categories of
officers and appointees must submit a
return under the register of interests.
These would include, for example,
senior public servants and senior employees in statutory authorities, permanent heads and First Division officers or equivalent; full-time statutory
and Governor in Council appointees;
any officer or appointee holding a financial delegation; Ministerial advisers;
and any others as determined by the
Minister.
Returns will be updated annually but
it will be the responsibility of officeholders to declare any further information, particularly in regard to financial
or taxation dealings, where this might
be judged as conflicting with the continued proper performance of their
duties.
Prospective officers and employees
The Government will require prospective appointees to declare any
conflict or potential conflict of
interest and to complete the register of interests form. This declaration would include any information
Mr Cain
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including financial or taxation dealings
or criminal convictions which could be
seen to make them unfit for office.
Access to information about the

pecuniary interests of
officers and employees

Government

The Government takes the view that
its officers and employees are answerable to it in the same way that Ministers are answerable in the first instance to the Premier and members to
the Parliament. Just as there are sanctions available to the Premier in
respect of his Ministers and to the
Parliament in respect of members, so
there are sanctions available to the
Government for any of its officers or
appointees who may choose not to
comply with the Government's policies
in this area.
The Government does not propose to
allow public access to personal information provided by its. officers and
employees present or prospective. It
is for the Government to assess that
information and to make its own judgments accordingly. Officers and employees of the Government should not
forgo their right to personal privacy
as a condition of employment. Their
circumstances are quite different from
those of members of Parliament, who
must accept that loss of privacy as a
necessary concomitant of public life.
The Government intends to apply
appropriate sanctions, including the
possibility of dismissal for noncompliance with the guidelines. It also
will require departments and authorities to include in their annual reports
to the Parliament a list of names of
officers and appOintees who have completed a register of interests. Acceptance of the guidelines will be made a
condition of employment.
These measures cannot guarantee
that probity of personal conduct will
be maintained at all times at every
level of State Government nor for that
matter by every member of Parliament.
They will however maximize the obligation for all those to whom they apply
to be conscious of their duties and of
the need to ensure that public interest
is
not
subordinated
to
private
advantage.

Ministerial Statement

By leave, I move:
That this House takes note of the Ministerial
statement.

Mr THOMPSON (Leader of the Opposition) -This is an extraordinary document implementing an extraordinary
tactic, squeezed in with the Premier's
four-course luncheon engagement or
whatever it was, which obviously upset
honourable members on all sides of the
House.
The SPEAKER (the Hoo. C. T.
Edmuods)-Order! I advise the House
that a request was made to the Chair
concerning the Premier's arrangements.
In the past, indulgences from the Chair
have been provided for honourable
members representing all political parties and I intend to continue that
practice when requested to do so.
Mr THOMPSON-Let me make it
clear, Mr Speaker, that in no way was
I criticizing your action. I was just
about to pOint out that this was a
document very hurriedly compiled and
rushed into the House for obvious purposes. It is easy to understand what
happened. At the usual conference
over at the Department of the Premier
this morning, someone obviously said,
"Look. John you are in a bit of a spot
with this Landeryou business. We need
something as a diversionary tactic.
What can we do? We could perhaps
have a Miinsterial statement or maybe
we could rush proDosed legislation into
the House, but the proposed legislation is not ready, so aB we can do
is prepare a Ministerial statement in
learned terms and do it in a hurry.
That will divert the attention of the
reading public from the extraordinary
deficiencies of the manner in which
the Government has been making its
appointments since April".
Last Thursday, we had an adjournment motion on the appointment of
the Solicitor-General. That whole embarrassing incident-embarrassing to
the Solicitor-General and the Law
Department-came about only because
no proper vetting procedures -had been
established.
Honourable members interjecting.
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Mr THOMPSON-Obviously, members on the Government benches are
excited!
Then came the position of Mr Landeryou, the Minister for Economic
Development and Minister for Tourism.
That matter was an extreme embarrassment to the Government because of its
talk in recent months and years about
propriety and about avoiding any possible conflict of interest.
The legislation proposed in the Ministerial statement seems to be deficient;
it is hastily thought out and it is extraordinary that, instead of introducing the
Bill with a second-reading speech, the
legislative proposal is put by way of
a Ministerial statement. The proposed
legislation was obviously planned for
some future time but, because of a
need for an instant diversionary tactic,
the Government has rushed the legislative proposal into the House with
a Ministerial statement. The Bill itself is
conspicuous by its absence. I challenge
the Premier to clear up the matter.
A rumour is circulating widely that
senior positions in the Department of
the Premier are to be advertised. I do
not know what has gone wrong. It
may be well for the Premier to listen
so that he can reply effectively. He is
obviously discussing matters concerning the personal explanation of the Minister of Public Works.
Honourable members interjecting.

The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
Edmunds)-Order! The Leader of the
Opposition.
Mr THOMPSON-I am waiting to
attract the attention of the Premier.
The SPEAKER-So long as the honourable member attracts the attention
of the Chair.
Mr THOMPSON-Through you, Mr
Speaker, I know you would want to
have a clear statement from the Premier
on whether senior positions in the
Department of the Premier are to be
advertised, thus placing in jeopardy the
occupants of those positions. I ask the
Premier to explain to the House
whether something of concern has been
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found in their register of interests or
in the details of their financial returns.
Why is there a need for such a drastic
step to be taken in respect of loyal
officers, some of whom have served the
Public Service, the Department of the
Premier and successive Premiers in a
capable manner for many years?
The Government is trying to deal
with about three crises at once; it is
lurching from crisis to crisis. At one
moment the Premier's voice is used
to answer one criticism, and at the
next moment his ear is used to listen
to yet another problem and he is asked.
to provide another makeshift solution.
Now that he has resumed his attention to the House, I trust that he will
make a full explanation of what is happening within his department.
The Ministerial statement is basically
a political one. The Government still
does not seem to have remembered
that it is the Government rather than
the Opposition. The Premier referred
to the so-called dismal standards of
the previous Government, saying that
they were of concern to the then Opposition. The Government realizes that
the standards it has set during the past
six months are far below those set by
the former Government. That is why it
has rushed this ridiculous legislative
proposal into the House. Instead of presenting a Bill accompanied by a secondreading speech, the Premier has made
a Ministerial statement on a legislative
proposal. No Bill is presented-a procedure I have never before known to
be adopted in this Hou.se. The statement and the proposals are an obvious
attempt to close the stable door after
the horse has bolted and the Govern ..
ment has come up with the wrong
answer anyway. It is not clear what
the Government proposes to do or what
sort of information will have to be
provided.
If one goes through the statement
page by page, one finds that, in the
case of Government officers and employees, it is stated that there will
naturally be full consultation with relevant staff associations before the proposed changes take their final form.
Those discussions should have occurred
Mr Thompson
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before the proposals were brought into
the House in a document such as this.
The matter has obviously been rushed
into the House well before the due time.
Consultations should have been completed; the Government should then
have decided what it was going to do and
should then have told the House of its
intentions in respect of changing the
registration of the interests of senior
public servants.
Following the publication of the
McCabe-Lafranchi report, the Opposition has been arguing by inference, and
by way of questions, that there should
be a more adequate vetting procedure.
Th~t report changed the general environment. The Premier made clear his
Government's views, but, by adopting
loose vetting procedures or no vetting
procedures at all, he has failed to act
upon those views.
The statement then deals with the
Members of Parliament Register of Interest Act 1978. Much is written on it,
but it is difficult to determine what
changes are proposed. The Opposition
is not prepared to express an off-thecuff view on detailed legislative proposals without seeing what the Bill
contains. The guidelines outlined are
broad. The only thing that seems to
emerge from the legislative proposal is
that, in future, de facto spouses will
be taken into account. It would be interesting to know the cause of that.
At page 5 of the Ministerial statement, it is stated:
The definition of family in the 1978 Act will
be extended. The Government is of the view
that although Members of the family may
ordinarily comprise only the officeholder's
spouse and dependent children, it should also
for the purposes of the Act include other
members of the household or familv when their
interests are closely connected whh those of
the Member." De facto spouses will be included
in this definition.

What does that mean? Does it mean
that one's gran.dmother is included, if
her interests are in some way closely
connected with those of the member?
How far does the definition extend-to
one's daughter-in-law, one's cousin-inlaw, one's aunt, one's grandfather?
What criteria will be used in determining whether the interests are sufficiently

Ministerial Statement

close? Honourable members are told
that de facto spouses will be included
in the definition--<le facto spouses, in
the plural. I do not know what the
Premier has in mind! It is not just a
de facto spouse, but de facto spouses.
What event within the precincts of the
Government has caused the Premier to
advance that astounding suggestion?
The statement then deals with Cabinet procedures and requirements. The
present Government has adopted a
policy requiring a Minister who considers that he has an actual or
potential conflict of interest in respect, of a matter before Cabinet to
declare such interest and to refrain
from taking any part in the discussion of that matter unless the
Premier decides otherwise. The Premier
is to be the all-powerful mogul.
Paragraph three on page 6 is worth
reading again, but I will not bore the
House. It reads, inter alia:
The Parliamentary Secretary records such
abstention in the Cabinet record and the
reason for it.

I suppose he will be able to do that now
that he has his special Cabinet secretariat established, or about to be established, which will raise expenditure
in the Department of the Premier by 29
per cent in the one year. It comes at a
time when the Premier is supposed to be
setting an example of austerity and of
absention from large-scale financial increases; but no, there is a 29 per cent
increase in the one year, and one of the
reasons is to help the Cabinet Secretary
out with his job. Apparently he has not
been doing it well enough to date, and
public servants have to be brought in
to help him. It may be a step in the right
direction, and any secretariat which assists the Cabinet, should be extended in
the form of a secretariat to assist the
shadow Cabinet as well. We assume
that would automati~,ally follow, although that is not directly under discussion here.
The point is, will absention records
be subject to disclosure; will a paper be
presented by the Secretary of Cabinet
to the Premier and the Parliament at
the end of the year indicating the times
Session 1982-45
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at which special interests have been
disclosed by honourable members which
disqualifies them from voting or taking
part in discussions at Cabinet level?
Mr Jolly-What did you do in Government?
Mr mOMPSON-We did not say
we would do that. You made such a fuss
about it, we would expect you to pay
for it. The Liberal Government introduced the disclosure of interests in the
first place, one of the first in Australia
so to do. We would expect a Government which has made such a feature of
freedom of information and open Government to make available, at least at
the end of each financial year, the document which lists the disclosures of the
various members of Cabinet, by which
they believe they are precluded from
either commenting or voting on a matter
of public interest before the Cabinet.
The main defect of the present system
is that there is no obvious check on
what Ministers of the Crown say they
have done or are going to do. I would
not have thought this would be necessary, but obviously this question does
appear relevant at present.
At question time this morning, the
Opposition asked questions relating to
the apparent conflict of interest of the
Minister for Economic Development who
has been a director of a particular company. Now we are told in the press that
Parliament had been informed in April
of this year by the Minister, Mr Landeryou, that he had not only relinquished
positions in his union but also had
relinquished directorships. I quote from
the Sun of October 20 on page 31that is todays Sun:
Mr Landeryou said he had only held shares
in trust on behalf of the Storemen and Packers'
Union which had set up the company and
bought the R. J. Hawke Hotel about 10 years
ago.
At the time, he was federal secretary of the
union.
"But I resigned as a director, as I did from
all my positions with the union, the day I
became a Minister," Mr Landeryou said. He
said company minutes would verify that.
"That was in fact announced in the Parliament as a result of a question being asked by
the Opposition at the time, back in April," he
said.
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Half an hour's research this morning
could not indicate an answer to any
question in April in the Legislative
Council where such information was
conveyed. That may be a minor concern.
Maybe he said it at some other time
during an adjournment debate or during a debate on some Bill, or maybe he
did not say it at all. But the statement
made to the press, published in this
morning's newspaper, is perfetly clear.
It is unqualified. He said, inter alia:
I resigned as a director, as I did from all
my positions with the union.

Yet the return lodged by this company,
133 Sydney Road Pty Ltd, as late as 25
June 1982, shows that Mr Landeryou,
the Minister for Economic Development,
is still a director of the company. What
are we to believe? It is at least two
months after the supposed date of resignation, it may be even three. One
might say that they were slow in bringing their records up to date, but an interesting feature is that three directors
were appointed from the date of 25 May.
William Reginald Tracey, Barry Eric
Sundblom and Geoffrey Edward Gale, so
presumably, although the company may
have been a little slow in bringing its
records up to date. they were up to date
at 25 May 1982. We were told unequivocally. without qualification, that Mr
Landeryou had resigned from directorship of this company in April 1982, after
being sworn in as a Minister.
The other directors were Elliot Douglas George, William Reginald Tracey,
William Gladstone Stuart Schier and
Donald Sharpe. This document was lodged with the commissioner on 25 June
1982. It is dated 25 June 1982, and is
signed R. E. Sundblom, one of the secretaries. There is no evidence of it
being changed and, as the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition indicated at
question time this morning, under section 134 of the Companies Act there is
an obligation to lodge a return within
one month of a change of directorship
in the company structure, and obvious
penalties are listed for failure to do so.
This is what was done in the case of
a change of other directors. A return
was lodged within a month of three
Mr Thornpson
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changes of directorships on a board of
seven. It may be that the office staff
was a little overburdened but one would
think that they would be able to cope
with listing seven directors; it is not
as though there are 7000 of them.
Three are changed, but one of them is
Mr Landeryou, the Minister for Economic Development. He is listed there
as a director of this company, and still
is. if these records are to be believed.
Returning to the Ministerial sta tement, the real deficiencies in the operation of the Government, which were
revealed during questions this week,
had not even been considered. I never
thought the day would come when
there would have to be special provision for a treble check on a Ministrr
of the Crown, to determine whether his
public statement in which he said he
resigned as a company director was in
fact true or not. But it seems that
stage has been reached, unless the
Premier can come up with a satisfactory explanation. It was obvious at
question time that the Premier was
not prepared to give any information.
He spent half of the question time conferring with the Deputy Premier. Obviously they are on a spot; they do not
know what to say. Bill Landeryou has
let them down, and the Government
has lurched yet into another crisis from
the crisis of last week.
If the Government cares to introduce
legislation in the proper manner, the
Opposition will give a considered opinion on the wisdom of the changes that
are proposed to be made to the register
of interests Act for the members of
Parliament. There may be a case for
that, but the Opposition will consider
them on their merits exactly when it
knows what they are. I suggest that
tha PremIer takes this document back
to where it came from, and defers any
action until the matter has been properly considered. Meanwhile he should
inform this House of exactly what has
happened with his Leader in the Upper
House, and whether or not it is the
truth when he tells the nation,
at large through the press, that he has
resigned as a director of 133 Sydney
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Road Pty Ltd. This is a matter of
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
grave concern for a senior Minister oc- Edmunds)-Order! The Leader of t.he
cupying major portfolios such as National Party should refer to the MIntourism and economic development. isterial statement.
It is ·not good enough for the Premier,
Mr ROSS-EDWARDS-Another exraat question time, when asked a direct ordinary aspect is that the Ministerial
question as to whether one statement statement says that legislative measis true or whether another, Mr Lan- ures will be introduced some tim'e. The
deryou's, statement is true, to diverge odds are that that will be next year.
on a diatribe of what the Government What the Premier is saying in the
did three years ago, especially knowing Ministerial statement is so delightfully
that the Government to which he re- vague that it is impossible to get any
ferred was not his Government. The real perception of what the GovernPremier should put his own house in ment proposes. Further, it is extraorder first.
ordinary to talk of having strict rules
The choice of a Ministerial statement and regulations for Cabinet Ministers,
is an unusual course for the Premier honourable members, families of honto take. Obviously, it is a red herring ourable members and public servants
and a diversionary tactic to get the when at the same time it is quite obviGovernment out of the tight spot in ous that a very senior Minister of the
which it finds itself this week because Government has at least technically
of persistently misleading statements not complied with the Premier's instructions and the Government's guideby one of its leaders.
lines.
Mr ROSS-EDWARDS (Leader of the
I am prepared to accept that it is a
National Party) -The debate is unusual technicality, but the Premier will not
for many reasons. It was most extra- give any explanation for his hypocrisy
ordinary to commence the debate before in introducing a Ministerial statement
the suspension of the sitting for lunc~ to the House advising of stricter guideeon and adjourn it to suit the convem- lines and constraints on Cabinet Minence of the Premier so that he could isters and on the same day refusing to
attend an early lunch. without any answer legitimate criticism of the conmention of his proposed action to the duct of the Minister for Economic
Leaders of the Opposition and the Development.
National Party. The House is being run
Mr Kennett-The Premier will not
to suit the convenience of the Premier.
He did not have the courtesy to in- stand up to Mr Landeryou.
Mr ROSS-EDWARDS-He will not.
form the other parties of what was
happening. It would have been better The criticisms made about the Minfor the Ministerial statement to have ister are very simply and easily underbeen made, in that case, after the sus- stood by everyone. Mr Landeryou did
pension of the sitting for lunch so that not resign his directorship in a company, according to records of the Corthere would be continuity of debate.
porate Affairs' Office. No documents
Further, at the daily meeting of the were put before that office in April,
Deputy Leaders of the parties today, May, June, July, August or September
this matter was not mentioned. The and at present the company records
Deputy Leaders of the parties thought have not been altered. Either Mr Lanthe House would be debating the Bud- deryou has not resigned his directoror Mr Landeryou and that comget after dealing with some Bills and, ship
pany are at fault. T~e honourab~e
without any prior notice, the Premier gentleman, in the partIculars of hIS
has made this Ministerial statement. interests for the pecuniary interests
The Government is a one-man band; if register of honourable me~bers showed
the Premier decides to go to lunch that he is a company dIrector as at
early, he does so and the sitting is 30 June this year and he signed that
suspended.
document.
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I am not suggesting that there is
anything sinister about it, but I do
object to the fact that the guidelines
have been broken and the Premier will
not provide an explanation. The Premier
showed that he is an honest man and
that he is not concerned. I accept that
he is an honest man and that he is not
concerned, but why does he not answer
these specific queries put to him? This
is not the first time the Leader of the
Government in another place has had
his conduct questioned and each time
the Premier has side-stepped the issue.
The Premier must answer questions
on why these events have happened.
The public wants to know also whether
any other Minister is in a similar position. It wants to know what other
directorships the Leader of the Government in another place may have and
whether he has any other interests. The
Premier has refused to answer those
questions and he has the hypocrisy to
say that standards will be different and
will be stricter in the future when a
very senior member of the Cabinet is
thumbing his nose at the Premier.
Mr WUliams-He stands for cut-price
beer and cut-price petrol!
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
Edmunds)-Order! The honourable member for Doncaster is out of order.
Mr ROSS-EDWARDS-When the
former Government introduced legislative measures for a register of interests of honourable members, I found
difficulty with some aspects of that
and I find it even more difficult now
to understand the positions of wives
and families of honourable members.
The spouse of an honourable member
must under certain circumstances list
his or her interests. Government party
and Opposition party members have
often said that a wife is not a chattel
and that she is a person in her own
right and a separate legal entity.

There are many independent women
and independent wives of honourable
members of both the Opposition and
Government parties. What happens
when a woman says to her husband
who is a member of this place that
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what she owns is her business and that
the honourable member can go jump
in the lake, she is not going to tell him
what she owns because it is her business and she is a person in her own
right and believes the honourable member has no right to list publicly what
she owns? There is no answer to tha t
question if honourable members are
stupid enough to ask it.
What happens if an honourable member has a daughter or son over 18 years
of age who is perhaps married and
has interests in connection with another
family? That adult child will say to
the honourable member that it is not
the business of the honourable member
and it should not be listed in any return
of the honourable member. There is no
right for those matters to be placed
in a register of pecuniary interests of
honourable members.
The Premier has talked vaguely about
public servants "down the line" and
how they must list their interests.
There is no suggestion of where the
cut-off point will be made.
Mr Cain-Have you read the Ministerial statement?
Mr ROSS-EDWARDS-I have read it
through and it is an interesting document. No doubt the Premier has read
it, but obviously he does not understand it. The Government cannot
understand that the legislative measure
it is contemplating will do nothing for
the honest honourable member or
public servant. It will not change the
position of an honest person in the
slightest and it will not change the
position of anyone who may be dishonest. I have not met a dishonest
member of this Parliament in my lifetime but, if there were a dishonest
honourable member or public servant,
the proposed legislation would not
affect that person one iota. It is interesting to note that at present the Minister for Economic Development is
technically at fault.
Mr Kennett-At the least.
Mr ROSS-EDWARDS-The honourable gentleman is at least technically
at fault and no explanation has been
given, yet the debate now is on what
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will be done in the future. The Premier
has said there will be stricter standards and definite guidelines but he has
given no explanation on what happens
if a spouse or adult children or any
other family member of an honourable
member refuses to co-operate with an
honourable member.
Mr Ebery-The Ministerial statement
is a public relations exercise.
Mr ROSS-EDWARDS-It is a public
relations exercise and it is interesting
that it comes at a time when the Government is laying down strict conditions on members of local government
who act in honorary capacities.
These people must list their business
activities and assets on a register. As
far as local government is concerned,
de factos were not included. I do not
know whether the Premier wanted to
be all-embracing, but the proposed
legislation included de facto wives.
The Premier has not mentioned relationships which might exist between
men. The New South Wales Premier
has indicated that homosexuality is of
no concern. What is the position if a
senior public servant has a homosexual
relationship? Will the other partyfor want of a better word-have to
put his, or her in some cases, business
interests on the register? Who will
decide whether a homosexual relationship is taking place with someone else?
The Premier speaks about de facto
relationships. How does one prove a
de facto or homosexual relationship?
The Premier has got himself into a
mess. One would have to think
that this has caused the Premier to
cover up the situation of the Minister
for Economic Development. If the
Premier wishes to maintain credibility,
he must make a statement about the
activities of the Minister for Economic
Development some time later this day
or the document will become a joke
in the Parliament of Victoria.
Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-I move:
c

That the debate be now adjourned.

Mr MACLELLAN (Berwick)-On the
subject of the adjournment, no discussion or arrangement has taken
place between the parties about what
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action might be taken. The Opposition
does not wish to adjourn the debate.
On every other occasion the House
has had two hours' discussion on these
matters and, by agreement, voted on
them. By arrangement, we have often
allowed speakers to take up the matter
immediately rather than have it left
on the Notice Paper. The House is
dealing with an important matter. Today, I visited the Corporate Affairs
Office and searched a company called
L.U.C.R.F. Pty Ltd.

The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
Edmunds)-I advise the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition that the debate is
narrow and concerns the motion for
the adjournment of the debate. I do
not want to hear wide-ranging discussion on the activities of honourable
members or anyone else. I ask the
honourable member for Hawthorn to
stop prompting the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition.
Mr MACLELLAN-I assure you, Mr
Speaker, that I was not being prompted.
The SPEAKER-It looked that way
to me.
Mr MACLELLAN-Today, I searched
a company at the Corporate Affairs
Office and found that the Minister for
Economic Development was a director
of it. I wished to raise that matter
in the debate on the Ministerial statement today. This would have given the
Premier an opportunity of clarifying
the situation instead of dropping the
debate on the Ministerial statement.
Honourable members interjecting.

Mr MACLELLAN-I know what the
arrangement is and I know that no
arrangement was made today because
the Premier did not have either the
courtesy or the decency, or whatever
is involved, to even mention that he
would be making a Ministerial statement. If the Premier cares to check
with the Deputy Premier he will discover that the Deputy Premier did not
know the Ministerial statement would
be dealt with today. I had to ask the
question across the table. The Premier,
by having the Treasurer move for the
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adjournment of the debate, is trying
to run away from an important issue
which needs the attention of Parliament. The Government chose to intro-duce the Ministerial statement at this
stage. If the Government did not want
to introduce the Ministerial statement,
why was the House not discussing the
Budget at half-past twelve today? The
Government had no reason for introducing the Ministerial statement in the
way in which it did. The only reason
the Government wants to adjourn the
debate is that "Clever Johnny" wants
to run away from the issue.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
Edmunds)-Order! The Deputy Leader
of the Opposition will address the
Chair correctly when mentioning
another honourable member.
Mr MACLELLAN-The Premier will
dump it on somebody else if he can.
The Deputy Premier is not here because he might have to say something
about it! The Treasurer had to move
for the adjournment of the debate. I
register the protest of the Opposition
about that. It is unconscionable for
the Government to introduce a Ministerial statement and not debate it
because it lacks the guts or the
courage to justify the position of the
Minister for Economic Development.
It is typical of this Premier-whom
I described improperly as you pointed
out, Mr Speaker, as clever-who is
too clever, too smart and too slippery
when he tries this tactic to avoid
criticism. The Premier got into difficulties during question timeThe SPEAKER-Order! I advise the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition of
the narrow confines of the debate; the
honourable member should not embark
on a wide-ranging debate on the
subject.
Mr MACLELLAN-I accept your
guidelines, Mr Speaker, and say to you,
the House and the people of Victoria
that the Opposition is united in one
aspect-that is that the Ministerial
statement should be debated fully and
completely now. The matter should be
cleared up now. Some other senior
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Minister could lead the debate for the
Premier to explain and clarify the position about the Leader of the Government in another place. Nothing is more
important than the integrity of the
Government and that is what it seeks
to run away from.
The SPEAKER-Unless the Treasurer
has exhausted his right to speak.
Mr CAIN (Premier)-I make perfectly
clear the reason for the adjournment
of the debate. The reason is that an
understanding has existed in this place
since April that a Ministerial statement
would be followed by a speaker from
each party. That has been the standing
arrangement. That is the understood
position between the Government, the
Opposition and the National Party.
I request no more than that that
agreement be carried into effect. I do
not mind the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition using this as an opportunity
of directing abuse at me personally if
he wishes. I recognize the position in
which the honourable member finds
himself. The Government is publicly
popular and seen to be doing the right
thing in all respects; the Opposition
does not like that and is determined to
denigrate it in every way possible.

Mr THOMPSON (Leader of the Opposition) -On a point of order, the Premier
is making an interesting speech, but it
has no relationship whatsoever to the
narrow question that honourable members are supposed to be debating now.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
Edmunds)-Order! I uphold the point
of order and advise the House of
Standing Order No. 100 about the rules
of debate which states:
When a motion is made for the adjournment
of a debate or of the House during any debate.
the debate thereupon shall be confined to the
matter of such motion.

I ask the Premier to confine his remarks
to the motion.
Mr CAIN (Premier)-There is an
understanding between both sides of
the House about Ministerial statements.
That understanding has been observed
by both parties since April of this year.
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All I ask is that the Opposition honours
that undertaking. That is the situation;
if the Opposition is not prepared to
honour an undertaking that existed
when it was in Government and since
the Labor Party has assumed office,
it is on for young and old. The Government regards these matters as matters of honour and understanding. The
Opposition wishes to carry out a personal attack on me because it is not
happy.
That does not worry me. The Opposition is not happy to honour the understanding that has existed in this place
for the past three years. It is as simple
as that. Either it honours its word or
for all time it stands condemned on
this matter, as it does on others. If
the Opposition wants to play it that
way-The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
Edmunds)-Order! I ask the honourable
members for Balwyn and Hawthorn to
cease interjecting. I will have no hesoitation in naming them and taking the
matter from there.
Mr CAIN-A whole host of Ministerial statements are on the Notice
Paper and the same procedure has
applied since April of last year. Every
member of the Opposition knows what
the arrangement 'is, but the Opposit1ion
wants to be different on this occasion
because it is a disgraced and denigrated Opposition that has been dismissed by the electorate. Nobody has
any respect for the Opposition and how
could they, in view of what has been
said today? An arrangement has existed
between the Leaders of the House on
this matter and I say the House should
carry it out today also.
Mr ROSS-EDW ARDS (Leader of the
National Party) -On this very narrow
issue, in recent times there has been
a convention in relation to a Ministerial
statement. to have two speakers. That
has been by an agreement between the
parties.
Mr Fordham-A standing agreement.
Mr ROSS-EDWARDS-There is no
such thing as a standing agreement
because it would be ridiculous that every
time there was a Ministerial statement
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the debate should be confined to two
speakers. That is usually the sensible
thing to do. It is possible to have no
speakers then and to resume the debate
that day or the next day, or the debate
may be taken right through. The convention has been for the three Deputy
Leaders to meet at the beginrling of the
day and discuss the programme. If a
Ministerial statement is to be made, the
normal practice is for the Deputy
Premier to say to the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition and the Deputy Leader
of the National Party that there is to be
a Ministerial statement and to ask
whether it would be all right to follow
the convention and have two speakers.
Normally the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition and the Deputy Leader of
the National Party would say "Yes".
The difference today, as I have been
informed by the Deputy Leader of my
party, is that no mention was made to
him this morning that there would be a
Ministerial statement. The first I or any
member of my party heard about it was
about 5 minutes before the statement
was called on, when the Secretary of the
Cabinet handed me a copy. The sitting
was suspended for lunch and the Government assumed that there would then
be two speakers.
The Premier does not have a leg to
stand on. He did not tell the parties and
nor did the Deputy Premier, and at this
stage there is no agreement about two
speakers. That has been the convention
and it usually applies, but it has not
been agreed to today. There is no
obligation on the Opposition or the
National Party to be bound to two
speakers.
Honourable members interjecting.

Mr ROSS-EDWARDS-If the Government does ·not want any speakers and
if it wants to run this matter at the
convenience of the Premier or the
Deputy Premier or anyone else, it can
use its numbers accordingly, but there
is no agreement, and any member of
the Opposition or the National Party
is perfectly free to endeavour to continue this debate.
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Mr FORDHAM (Minister of Education) -I am appalled at the attitude
taken by the Opposition in this matter.
At no stage today have I had a request
from the Deputy Leader of the Opposition asking that the normal arrangements be extended. There is a standing
arrangement between the parties, which
pre-dates 3 April, relating to the debate
of Ministerial statements. I was a party
to reaching that agreement when I was
Deputy Leader of the Opposition. The
arrangement has been that there would
be one speaker from each party, if the
Opposition and the National Party
wanted to proceed immediately. On a
couple of occasions the Liberal Party
has said, "Let us read the statement first
before we determine whether we proceed immediately". That is where there
has been flexibility in whether the
debate would proceed.
However, there 'is no suggestion that
there is anything more than a standard
agreement to one speaker from each
party. In the past Ministerial statements
were introduced by the former Government and no opportunity was provided
to the then Opposition to debate them.
Prior to the election 1 was a party to a
negotiated agreement which provided
that that situation would never occur
aga'in. It was to the credit of the former
Government that it was prepared to take
that step, but the condition it made was
that there would be only one speaker
for each side, unless there was agreement by all of the groups that the
arrangement would be extended. To
suggest that the Government is now
forcing its will on the Parliament is
nonsense. It ignores completely that
past practice of this House and the
precedents that have been established
over a long time. 1 indicated to the
other party Leaders that there was a
chance that a Ministerial statement
would be made some time this week. 1
learnt only this morning about this
matter. 1 did not have the statement
yesterday.
Honourable members interjecting.
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The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
Edmunds)-Order! The Minister should
address his remarks to the Chair and
ignore interjections. He should confine
his remarks to the narrow issue.
Mr FORDHAM-It was confirmed to
me this morning that the Ministerial
statement would be proceeding today,
and 1 immediately notified the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition. 1 learnt that
the statement was proceeding when 1
came into the House and 1 indicated it
to the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
in the House.

The SPEAKER-Order! The Minister
should ignore interjections and address
the Chair.
Mr FORDHAM-There have been
cries of "Why did not we receive a copy
of the Ministerial statement in advance?"
When the former Government was in
office, not once did the then Opposition
receive a copy of a Ministerial statement
in advance. There is now a cry to change
precedents and practice. One does not
change in running. The proposal by the
Opposition is without foundat·jon. After
the debate has been adjourned there will
be an opportunity for discussion of a
suitable time for its resumption. It has
been past practice, and 1 will be only
too happy to participate in the d'iscussion. The honourable member for Hawthorn sickens me. He 'is in the corner
prattling about Parliamentary ethics and
they are foreign to his nature. The
debate should be adjourned now to allow
the House to proceed with the Budget.
Honourable members interjecting.
Maming and Suspension

of Member

The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
Edmunds)-Order! 1 intend to name the
honourable member for Hawthorn for
continually and absolutely disregarding
the authority of the Chair and 1 ask the
Leader of the House to take the appropriate action.
Mr FORD HAM (Minister of Education) -In accordance with your direction, Mr Speaker, 1 move:
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That the honourable member for Hawthorn
(Mr Jona) be suspended from the service of
the House.

Mr THOMPSON (Leader of the Opposition) (By leave) -In these circumstances I think it would be wise if the
Leader of the House made a slightly
different approach on this occasion. In
the heat of debate, he did attack the
honourable member for Hawthorn, and
the honourable member for Hawthorn,
naturally, replied with a fairly mild interjection. In all the circumstances I think
it would be wise if the Leader of the
House did not proceed with the motion.
Mr ROSS-EDWARDS (Leader of the
National Party) (By leave) -In the circumstances, I ask that the honourable
member for Hawthorn be given the opportunity of apologizing for what he
has done. I think it is fair to say that
he was provoked, and I suggest it would
be difficult for any· honourable member
to be put into the position in which
the honourable member for Hawthorn
was in this case.
The honourable member has had a
history of interjection during the day,
but in this case he was under extreme
provocation. He is a distinguished and
long-serving member of the House, and
I ask that that be taken into consideration.
The motion was agreed to.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
Edmunds)-Under Standing Order No.
117, I ask the honourable member for
Hawthorn to leave the House.
(Mr Jona withdrew from the Chamber) .

The House divided on Mr Jolly's
motion (the Hon. C. T. Edmunds in
the chair).
Ayes

44

Noes

27

Majority for the motion

17

Mr Cain
Miss Callister
Mr Cathie
Or Coghill
Mr Crabb
Mr Culpin
Mr Emst
Mr Fogarty
Mr Fordham
Mr Gavin
Mr Gray
Mr Harrowfield
Mr Hassett
Mrs Hill
Mr Hockley
Mr Jolly
Mr Kennedy
Mr King
Mr Kirkwood
Mr McCutcheon
Mr McOonald
Mr Mathews
Mr Newton
Mr Norris
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AYES
Mrs Ray
Mr Remington
Mr Rowe
Mr Seitz
Mrs Setches
Mr Sheehan
(Ivanhoe)

Mr Sheehan
(Ballarat South)

Mr Shell
Mr Sidiropoulos
Mr Simmonds
Mr Simpson
Mr Spyker
Mr Stirling
Mrs Toner
Or Vaughan
Mr Walsh
Mr Wilkes
Mr Wilton
Tellers:
Mr Ihlein
Mr Pope

NOES
Mr Reynolds
Mr Richardson
Mr Ross-Edwards
Mrs Sibree
Mr Smith
Mr Tanner
Mr Templeton
(Ballarat North)
Mr Thompson
Mr Hann
Mr Wall ace
Mr Kennett
Mr Whiting
Mr Lieberman
Mr Williams
Mr McGrath
Mr McKellar
Tellers:
Mr Madellan
Mr McNamara
Mrs Patrick
Mr Saltmarsh
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr

Austin
Brown
Burgin
Oelzoppo
Dickinson
Ebery
Evans

It was ordered that the debate be
adjourned until ne:xt day.

PUBLIC ACCOUNT (AMENDMENT)
BILL
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
Edmunds) announced the presentation
of a message from His Excellency the
Governor recommending that an appropriation be made from the Consolidated
Fund for the purposes of the Public
Account (Amendment) Bill.
Mr JOLLY (Treasurer), pursuant to
Standing Order No. 169, moved for
leave to bring in a Bill to amend section 16 of the Public Account Act 1958,
and for other purposes.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was brought in and read a
first time.
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APPROPRIATION (1982-83, No. I)
BILL
The House went into Committee for
the further consideration of this Bill.
Discussion was resumed of clause 2.
(Application of moneys).
PREMIER
Mr WlLLIAMS (Doncaster)-Prior to
the interruption of debate last night,
I was in full flight complaining about
the reply I had received from the
Premier in his capacity as Minister
for Federal Affairs. I regret the Premier
is not present to hear my comments.
This must be the first occasion on
record when a Minister who is in
charge of a number of items listed in
the Budget Papers is not present to
defend his actions.
The honourable gentleman knows full
well that, like the Man from La
Mancha, I have an impossible dream.
For the first time in 27 years, I
thought I would see evidence of a
Labor Government that was fair dinkum
and which would follow through official
Labor Party policies. Labor party policy
states that the Government must issue
reports on inter-government relations.
I am annoyed that, when I placed a
question on notice--I do not know
whether the Premier read the answer
that his staff supplied to him-but his
staff virtually told me-Mr Remington-Get lost.
Mr WILLIAMS-That is right. I put
a further question on notice, which is
listed on Notice Paper No. 32 as Question 1881 in which I ask the Premier,
in his capacity as Minister for Federal
Affairs:
Further to. the answer to. question No.. 304
given o.n Tuesday, 5 Octo.ber 1982, whether he
will furnish details o.f the attitude taken by his
Go.vernment to. the views expressed in papers
of the Adviso.ry Council fo.r Inter-Government
Relatio.ns covering-Ca) exchange of staff
between the three levels of Government; (b)
the relationships which shOould exist bet.ween
Federal, State and Io.cal go.vernments; (c)
sources o.f lo.cal government funds; (d) legal
limits to. IOocal government; (e) co.-Oordinating
State and local government; (f) the rOole of
local government co.uncillors; (g) the Australian Loan COouncil; (h) care Oof the aged;
(i) housing, and (j) the provisio.n of infrastructure fOor major resource development projects; if nOot, why.
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I am not satisfied. I want either the
Premier or his underlings to show
courtesy to the Parliament.
The CHAIRMAN (Mr Wilton)-Order!
The use of the word "underlings" is
improper and I ask the honourable
member for Doncaster to withdraw
that word.
Mr WILLIAMS-I withdraw the word
and I apologize to the staff of the
Premier. If it is permissible, Mr Chairman, I will use the word "surrogate".
I beg the surrogate administrators of
the Ministry for Federal Affairs to provide a speedy answer to my question
on notice. I am concerned that official
Labor Party policy has not been adhered to and that the details of the
papers of the Advisory Council for
Inter-Government Relations have not
been provided.
The CHAIRMAN-Order! It is impossible t'O hear what the honourable
member for Done-aster is addressing the
Committee on when there are four or
five conversations occurring. The Committee is not a place in which to conduct a meeting. The Chair seeks the
assistance of the hon'Ourable member
for DonC'aster to indicate what particular item under Division 121 he is
addressing his remarks to because the
Chair does not see the Labor Party
mentioned in that division.
Mr WILUAMS-I am addressing my
remarks to item 27 covering the grant
for the Advisory Council for InterGovernment Relations. I urge honourable members to note that the action
of the Government in this area is at
variance with the Labor Party policy
delivered during the last election campaign. I do not have the relevant papers
with me, but I am sure the staff of
the Premier could find the answers to
the question on notice that would indicate whether or not Ministers were
following Labor Party policy. However,
to meet the wishes of the Chair, I
will proceed with other matters listed
under Division 121.
I am most concerned about the future
of free public transport travel on Sundays. It appears that only $13000 has
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been allocated this year for the pro- of these other activities that are now
gramme of free summer Sunday travel being entered into-the new society,
on public transport. The free Sunday a la ALP 1982.
travel programme was a magnificent
Mr NORRIS (Noble Park)-On a
initiative of the former Government.
point
of order, Mr Chairman, I do not
According to the Melbourne Herald of
know
whether the honourable member
30 December 1980, more than 1 million
people used Melbourne's public trans- for Doncaster meant to say what he
port system on the first four Sundays did, but he implied that the Governof free travel. In the first week of free ment was in favour of the permissive
Sunday travel, 240 000 people used society. The comments of the honourpublic transport in Melbourne; in the able member are a reflection on memsecond week, 320 000 people and in bers of the Government.
the third week, 350000 people.
The honourable member for Doncaster
I am sure that the families of Mel- appears to forget that in some way
bourne would far sooner have $100 000 we are all responsible for de facto
spent on the free Sunday public trans- relationships and the general permisport programme than the new gimmick siveness in society today.
of allocating $27 000 for Senior CitiThe CHAIRMAN (Mr Wilton)-Order!
zens Week. What is that all about?
There is no point of order. However,
There is nothing wrong with having I advise the honourable member for
a Senior Citizens Week, but I am sure Noble Park that it would be in order if
that the pensioners of Melbourne would he were to participate in the debate to
be far happier taking their grand- refute the allegations made by the honchildren to places like the Royal ourable member for Donceaster.
Botanic Gardens, the Melbourne zoo
Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster)-I think
and the other facilities that Melbourne the honourable member for Noble Park
has to offer than being engaged in and I are birds of a feather-we share
some beer-up picnic that will be orga- the same values. I do not advocate the
nized by the Australian Labor Party.
permiSSive society and I know he does
I am most concerned that $10000 not so I do not want him to take it
has been allocated for Children's Week. that he personally is responsible. An
That allocation of $10000 is chicken amount of $429500 is allocated in the
feed. What will Children's Week in- Budget for the Equal Opportunity
volve - Santa Claus in the Royal Board. The figure for last financial year
Botanic Gardens? I am sure that the was $348 120 so the allocation has been
parents and children of Melbourne increased. If that does not stand for
would derive much better value from the permissive society, what does?
the free Sunday travel programme.
I am concerned about items that
come
out of the Premier's office. The
I am absolutely horrified that that
programme cannot be expanded through Premier's office should be above all
the allocation of money that would these petty political gimmicks. I do not
become available through abandonment excuse the powers-I disapproved of the
of the Senior Citizens Week, the women's section in the previous AdminChildren's Week and this other gimmick istration. I think it was the undoing of
of salaries and expenses for the Equal the Government. It alienated women in
Opportunity Board. I am sure that that society who do not want a bar of the
board is an insult to those women who things that emanate from that area of
want to be women in our society. It government. It is a scandalous waste
is an insult to those persons who have of public money to spend $500 000 on
true respect for their opposite numbers, the Equal Opportunity Board. I ask the
that is their wives, and who respect Treasurer who induced him to waste
their wives and those persons who do $500000 of the taxpayers' money on
not need de facto relationships and all the Equal Opportunity Board.
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Mr KENNETT (Burwood)-There has
been continuing discussion and, 1 guess,
speculation over the continuing role
of the office of Agent-General, particularly under a Labor Government, given
that the Labor Party has already started
to withdraw Victorian representation,
through the Department of Economic
Development, from overseas positions.
Obviously the Agent-General carries out
a tremendous amount of .good work on
behalf of Victoria both in disseminating information of a business nature to
encourage investment in the State and
in an humane sense inasmuch as people
of the United Kingdom who are interested in coming to this State have
a facility to better educate themselves
as to the pros and cons of living in
Victoria.
I would like some assurances from
the Treasurer, if possible, as to what
the Government intends with regard to
the post of Agent-General. Funds have
been allocated for the year 1982-83
but there is no guarantee that they will
continue to be provided as 1 believe the
term of the present incumbent AgentGeneral is coming to an end. 1 ask the
Treasurer to comment on the continuing existence of this office and ask an
assurance that the Government will
continue to promote and support this
position.
Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-I point out
to the honourable member for Burwood
that the Government is conscious of
ensuring that expenditure yields benefi ts for Victoria and will continue to
monitor the operations of the AgentGeneral and make decisions which are
in the best interests of Victoria.
Mr KENNETT (Burwood)-Division
136 makes provision for the continuance of the Public Service Board. It
came to my attention, in the short
period 1 was in the Ministry, the limitations that are placed upon the effective
management of the Government by the
Public Service Board. It has always
been of concern to me that the Public
Service Board is expanding its role in
such a way that it will limit good
administration and take away from
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Ministers the responsibility they should
accept for the growth and decline of
their own departments.
The Public Service Board does a very
good job in many areas but I have been
continually frustrated by its bureaucratic control. The operation of the Public Service Board leaves a lot to be
desired. If any Government, regardless
of its political flavour, is going to operate in such a way that it has, and
brings to itself and its Ministers the
maximum responsibility for the development of policies, the Public Service
Board is one organization that should
be looked at with a view to cutting
back its expenditure considerably.
Last year, when staff limitations were
imposed by the Government through
the Public Service Board, in many cases
the board increased the number of staff
employed by it without advertising and
against the general limitations the
board was placing on other departments. It seemed to me that the board
was acting contrary to the intent of
the Government of the day. The allocation under Division 136 shows a substantial increase. I do not believe that
the way the Public Service Board is
constructed today is relevant to efficient
Government.
The CHAIRMAN (Mr Wilton)-Order!
I point out to the honourable member
for Burwood that the item the Committee is dealing with deals with administration in relation to the Public Service Board which of course operates
under its statutes. The honourable
member is getting very close to introducing an element that would require
a change to the statutes rather than
to Division 136. I ask the honourable
member to keep that in mind.
Mr KENNETI-I do not wish to go
further. I query the running of the Public Service Board, both internally and
from the point of view of the Government's statutes that control it. Mr
Chairman, you are correct in saying I
should be addressing myself to the
administration within the Public Service
Board.
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I ask the Public Service Board and
the Government to look closely at that
administration because I am sure we
can have a much more effective Public
Service without the sort of growth that
has occurred over the past few years.
The responsibility for departments
should be sheeted home to Ministers
and if the Ministers do not have the
managerial experience they can obviously seek advice.
The procedures currently used by the
Public Service Board in many eases,
although not all, are extremely bureaucra'tic. It takes considerable time before
a Minister may realize that a public
servant may be in great need. The
whole administrative procedure of the
Public Service Board needs to be
reviewed.
Mr GRAY (Syndal)-I shall respond
briefly to some of the remarks of the
honourable member for Burwood. I
should first declare that I am a former
employee of the Public Service Board.
I am surprised at the comments that
have been m1ade by the honourable
member for Burwood. I suggest to the
Committee that they are made in
ignorance of the true situation.
The Public Service Board underwent
a fairly severe change of direction
following the appointment of Or Ron
Cullen as chairman. He was appointed
by the former Government 'and was
hailed by all parties as being 'a suitable
person for the position. As a result of
the new directions that Or Cullen has
promoted within the Public Service
Board, the board has rigorously
examined its operating procedures and,
far from being la bureaucracy which
prevents Ministers from getting on with
the job, which seemed to be the general
tenor of the remarks of the honourable
member for Burwood, the board is
vested with a responsibility under the
Public Service Act for the general
administration and policy directions of
the Public Service and is responsible
for matters such as adequate recruitment procedures.
As part of the review that the board
has recently undertaken, several functions that were previously exercised by
the board have been delegated to the
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respective Government departments. I
was surprisd to hear the honourable
member for Burwood, who has just left
the Chamber, saying that the board is
preventing departments and Ministers
from carrying out their proper responsibilities. It is extremely important that
the State bureaucracy be an effective
nerve centre and I wholeheartedly support the increased allocation to the
operations of the board. It is an
essential part of ensuring increased
efficiency in Government and the effective implementation of Government
policy.
Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-It should be
clear to all Opposition members that
the new Government's policy is management by objective. It is necess'ary
to ensure that the Public Service Board
carries out its policies. Some difficulties
were experienced by the board with the
policies of the former Government,
particularly by some outlandish statements made by the former Minister of
Housing. He has indicated that the size
of staff in this area should be reduced
and made it difficult for the board by hiring 81 consultants to carry out clerical
duties. That is an illustrative example
of the area in which the Public Service
Board has an important role to play.
The Effectiveness Revliew Committee,
by virtue of its service in the board,
was required to monitor consultants.
The former Minister of Housing will
be well aware that he hired 81 consultants, which caused some difficulties
for the board.
Mr KENNETT (Burwood)-I would
hate the comments of the Treasurer and
the newly elected honourable member
for Syndal to go unanswered. I shall
deal with the most senior person first.
If the Treasurer had cared to check
with the Public Service Board on the
reference he m'ade to my cutbacks in
staff at the Ministry of Housing, he
would realize that Or Cullen was involved in the process and was supportive of what we were trying to do. He
did everything in his power and the
board's power to assist us with that
reduction because there was no doubt
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that the continual growth was not
AUDIT OFFICE
deemed to be satisfactory. The appointment of the consultants, to which the
Mr HANN (Rodney)-I notice in
Treasurer referred. did not involve the Budget Document NO'. 4 that additional
immediate appOintment of 81 consul- resources are to be provided to the
tants as he implied. They have been Audit Office to' overcome the arrears in
employed for short periods over a audits of water bodies. This matter was
number of years to do specific tasks. highlighted in the rev,iew of the water
They were employed in order to pro- industry in Victoria by the Public
vide more efficiency. The Ministry did Bodies Review Committee indicating
not want to employ people full time if the number of water trusts and seweronly short-time jobs were available. age authorities that were supposed to
Thev were efficient jn the tasks for have been audited by the Government
which they were employed and I con- Audit Office and which had been awaitsider that it was a responsible approach ing those audits for up to' twO' or three
for any Government, regardless of years.
political persuasion.
The initial response from the AuditorIn reply to the comments of the General to the committee's criticism
honourable member for Syndal on the was a little negative. I am pleased to
Public Service Board, the least that can note the increase in staff to the office
be said is that he worked there, which to overcome that situatiDn. Criticism
isa matter of record. I can only hO'pe was m'ade of those trusts and auththat now he is in this pl1ace, although ori'ties when the criticism really related
honourable members have to put up to the actual function of the Audit
with him and suffer him, the PubHc Office. I hO'pe the increase overcomes
Service Board will function more the backlog in those audits.
adequately.
Mr KENNEIT (Burwood)-In relaMr HANN (Rodney)-As the Trea- tion to the remarks of the Deputy
surer and I know from our experience Leader of the National Party, it would
on the Public Bodies Review Com- be helpful if the Treasurer could committee, it is fascinating that particularly ment on item 2.21 where the allocation
in the past two years on a number of to Consultants and Special Projectsoccasions the committee managed to Expenses,amO'unts to $207 500. This
second staff from the Public Service item is not a repetition of any 'allocaBoard, who were apparently idle. In tion to the Audit Office in the previous
year. It is an entirely new expenditure.
one 'instance it was suggested that the It may be related to those points
person would have been reading a referred to by the Deputy Leader of
book, so the committee seconded that the National Party, but I would like the
person for six weeks. It seems to me Treasurer to tell the House exactly
that if surplus personnel are floating what consultants and special projects
around the Public Service Board 'and lare envisaged for the Audit Office this
the board is supposed to keep a strict year.
control on employment of staff in other
Mr JOLLY (Treasurer)-The Deputy
divisions, the Treasurer obviously needs Leader of the National Party and the
to carry out a strict overview of the honourable member for Burwood
board to' ensure that this situation is both raised the same issue. As the
not occurring.
Deputy Leader of the National
Party pointed out, there is a need
I am aware of two examples in to overcome the backlog of audits
which the committee drew staff that of financial statements of various
were helpful and of good quality to the water bodies throughout the State.
Public Bodies Review Committee. It Of the $207 500 allocated, some
was a fascinating exercise, but one $200 000 is for the engagement of
wonders how many similar p,ersonnel private auditors to undertake the audit
there are in other departments.
of water bodies on behalf of thf'
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Auditor-General. This has been necessary because of the expertise required
and the difficulties in recruitment being
experienced by the Audit Office at
present.
Mr HANN (Rodney)-That is certainly a very clear explanation of what
it is all about and I am glad the honourable member for Burwood raised the
matter.
Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster)-This is
one of the most important items in
the Budget. It is significant that,
according to the figures available, the
Budget allocates approximately $7000
million, yet the Budget is spending only
$3 million on audits. Compared with
the situation in any major public
company or undertaking, that sort of
audit expenditure is laughable. The
audit expenditure of the Government
should be ten times greater than that.
The audit services of Government departments and authorities in this State
are in the dark ages.
I served on the former Public
Accounts and Expenditure Review
Committee with the honourable member for Essendon and others and was
absolutely appalled at the primitive
state of auditing that was revealed. I
have put a number of questions on
notice-again I have been unable to
obtain answers-inquiring how many
internal auditors are employed by departments, authorities and agencies
within the administration of the various
Ministers. Not one of them has seen fit
to answer me.
Mr Jolly-How many other questions
have you asked?
Mr WILLIAMS-I am concerned
with good government, as the Treasurer
ought to be. He got into office by
saying to the idealistic people of this
community that at long last they would
have open, honest, efficient government
that would provide the maximum service to the community at minimum
cost. I do not believe these Budget
Papers in any way suggest that that
is so. Much of the expenditure requires
close examination by internal auditors
to ensure that maximum value is being
extracted from the taxpayer's dollar.
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The facts that were disclosed in the
recent report of the Auditor-General
were appalling. It revealed that there
are inadequate controls over public
spending. I urge the Treasurer to ensure
that the audit staff is greatly augmented and that every department,
agency or authority has adequate
internal auditors who report direct to
top management and not just to somebody next up the line. It is regrettable
that the practice of believing the internal auditor is at the bottom of the
management structure has grown up.
The proper control of public funds is
a matter for senior management and
internal auditors ought to report direct
to senior management.
I hope, in subsequent reports from
the Auditor-General and subsequent
evidence given by the Auditor-General
to the appropriate Parliamentary committee, there will not be the continual
complaint that there is a lack of
internal auditors in Government departments. The presen.t situation is not
good enough.
Mr Remington-Tell us 'about the
onion board!
Mr WILLIAMS-That was a public
scandal because of the lack of internal
control. I also have grave suspicions
about many other public bodies. If
there were sufficient internal auditors,
many other skeletons would be coming
out of the cupboards.
I urge the Treasurer to ensure that
in future years this miserable amount
of $3 million spent on auditors out of
a total expenditure of $7000 million is
increased considerably. With the unfortunate decline in public company
activity, many audit staff, including
highly trained auditors and accountants, have been released. The Government should put these good people to
work. There should not be one unemployed accountant or auditor in
Victoria.
The Treasurer is also the Minister
of Labour and Industry and I ask him
to make a supplementary vote available so that the audit staff in the
employ of the Government can be
greatly increased, particularly the staff
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attached to the Audit Office, so that
we can all sleep peacefully at night
knowing that the onerous taxes we pay
are being spent properly.
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Mr RAMSAY (Balwyn)-Division 150
deals with the Ministry for Economic
Development. I should have thought
it appropriate that the Ministry for
Economic Development would be listed
high in the Government's priorities and
come into the Committee's consideration of expenditure for 1982-83 fairly
early in the proceedings, but one's
expectations .n this regard must surely
suffer a setback when one sees what
provision the Government has made for
the Ministry for the coming twelve
months.
There is an increase in the total
estimate over the actual payments for
1981-82 of $45 million to $53 million,
which is not an unduly large increase.
If the Government were committed to
a major effort to stimulate the economy
of this State, one would have expected
a far more spectacular expenditure for
the Ministry for Economic Development, which is charged directly with
responsibility for the economic development of Victoria.
One's concern about this relatively
small increase is made even worse
when one looks at the nature of the
change from $45 million to $53 million.
The main item that is increased deals
with incentive payments to approved
secondary industries, including approved decentralized secondary industries. The item covering the rebate
of pay-roll tax has, as its major
component, the rebate of pay-roll tax
to approved industries located in
country Victoria and that is increased
by $7 million, from $34'442 million to
$41·780 million. In other words, the
rest of the allocation for the Ministry
has been increased only by approximately $1 million.
In the area of general expenses, one
can commend the Government on
keeping a tight rein on things. In fact,
the general expenses have been increased by only a small amount. There
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has been a significant decrease, in fact,
in several of the items, particularly
office requisites and equipment and
motor vehicles. I suppose it is true
that this sort of expenditure is not
limited to anyone Budget, but occurs
in waves over the life of a Ministry,
and it is perhaps not unusual that
these figures should rise on some
occasions and fall on others. However,
in general there is tight control on
administrative expenses, which I believe the Committee should applaud.
Nonetheless, I believe concern should
be expressed to the Treasurer concerning other areas of the provision for
the M'inistry for Economic Development. One example is the Small Business Development Corporation. It was
the Treasurer himself who, as recently
as question time this morning, indicated the great emphasis the Government is proposing to give to the
development and encouragement of
small business. Certainly, that has
been acknowledged in other areas
of the Budget and some proposed
expenditure will have an impact on
certain sections of small business.
However, one would have thought the
Government would make more effort by
the use of the Small Business Development Corporation than is reflected in
these figures. The allocation this year
is increased from $615000 to $930000,
but, as the Treasurer knows, a good
deal of that is for increasing the services of the corporation in line with
the decision made by the former Government. The full impact of those
increased services is reflected in the
full year's figures for 1982-83. The
allocation appears to be very small fry
when one compares it with the undertaking given by the Government to
make available $10 million for the promotion and encouragement of small
businesses. Again, the $10 million was
referred to in question time today by
the Treasurer, but the Budget Papers
contain no indication of where that
allocation will be spent. Perhaps the
Treasurer will explain it to the Committee during consideration of this
clause.
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Another item that is disappointingly
small is the reduced allocation to the
Victorian Economic Development Corporation. If there are other ways in which
that corporation is to be provided with
the means of extending assistance to a
Jarger number of companies in Victoria and of extending its activities to
attract more economic activity within
Victoria, it would be helpfu"l if the
Treasurer pointed out those means.
Otherwise. the Ministry will be left
very much as it was.' I suppose the
former Government can take credit for
that because it means that the programme it established within the Ministry has found favour with the new
Government, which is continuing the
work undertaken by the Ministry over
the past twelve months. However, it is
disappointing that the activities of the
corporation have not been stepped up
in any significant way.
Further comment is necessary about
the pay-roll tax rebate to country industry. Surveys clearly indicate that
the rebate is of inestimable value to
country industry in Victoria. A fully
documented survey recently carried out
by the Chamber of Manufactures clearly demonstrated the value of the
rebate. Concern has been expressed
that 46 per cent of the rebate is
siphoned off to Canberra by way of
company tax, in so far as the rebate
increases the profitability of companies.
Even given that fact, there is universal
acclaim amongst industries in country
Victoria of the importance of the payroll tax rebate to their continuing operation. I trust that the Government does
not intend to undermine that level of
support but, rather, will seek ways in
which it may be further expanded.
I believe there are ways of working
out incentive packages to encourage
industry to locate in country areas.
This can be done by "front-end" assistance-having the money available to
industries at the time of their establishment in country Victoria. Packages
can be worked out that offer some
type of trade-off whereby a company
may forgo the privilege of pay-roll tax
rebates later in its life. Arrangements
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along those lines can be of real assistance and encouragement to industries
in their formative stages, because that
is when cash flows are at their most
critical level. I hope the Government
will give serious consideration to that
possibility, but not at the expense of
giving away the rebates and the encouragement that are currently available to existing industry. There can
be no doubt in the mind of any honourable member who has had anything
to do with country industry of the
importance of this matter to the continued progress and development of
industry.
I urge the Treasurer to recognize
the importance of the work of the
Ministry for Economic Development in
the future development of Victoria.
Although the increases provided in the
Budget are modest, I hope the Minister
will leave no stone unturned to increase
support for economic development in
Victoria when he comes to review the
situation after twelve months.
Mr HANN (Rodney)-The Ministry
for EconomiC Development is a key
Ministry in this State. Under the decentralization programme that operated
through that Ministry under its former
title in recent years, encouragement has
effectively been given to industries to
relocate from the metropolitan area to
country Victoria. Likewise, the Ministry has provided real incentives and
assistance to locally based industries in
country areas to continue their
operations.
A decline has occurred in the viability of a number of those industries in
recent years, especially in the textile
trades and in the footwear industry. In
fact, some industries that were assisted
to relocate in country Victoria have
taken their operations back to the city
or have gone out of business. So an
ever-increasing need exists for ongoing
assistance, especially if one adopts the
philosophy of balanced development in
the State and that it is not desirable
to continue to boost the population of
the metropolitan area at the expense of
country areas. Despite much rhetoric in
recent years especially by the former
Government-that country Victoria was
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growing more rapidly than the metropolitan area, that is not really the case.
That impression was given largely by
including the figures relating to urban
development-particularly in the Melton-Sunbury area and the satellite
towns and cities around the metropolitan area-with country listings, so
that a false impression was given of
the rate of growth and development
within the State.
The former Government also enabled
the Ministry for Economic Development
to provide assistance to industries within the metropolitan area. The present
Government has provided significant
assistance to one industry from the
metropolitan area to move from an
inner suburban area to an outer suburban area because of pollution problems.
Although I would not argue with that,
one would not want the whole of the
resources of the Ministry. especially
the relocation and capital resources,
to be used for industries within the
metropolitan area. To do so would
defeat the whole purpose and intention
of the original .Act and the Ministry's
original policy of balanced development
in this State.
A Ministerial committee, headed by
the State President of the National
Party, a former member of another
place, the Honourable Stuart McDonaId, is currently considering decentralized industry incentives. That fairly
high level committee is carefully considering the incentives that apply,
especially the situation that a substantial portion of the pay-roll tax rebate
is transferred to the Commonwealth
Government, as a result of increased
profitability of the companies concerned. I am doubtful whether there
are effective ways of overcoming that.
Obviously, if a real incentive is provided for an industry to relocate to
country Victoria, part of the incentive
must be improved profitability; otherwise, it is of little benefit to the
company. It therefore seems that there
are probably limited opportunities for
effectively reducing a company's profitability to reduce its company tax.
However, if it were possibe to do so,
the National Party would welcome that.
Mr Hann
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I sound a note of warning that the
National Party will be very anxious to
ensure that the level of assistance in
the Budget this year is maintained in
order to protect these country-based
industries.
There are some other specific matters. There is an allocation of $30 000
for the development committees. These
allocations are made out to a maximum of $4000. The locally-based development committees are charged with
the responsibility of promoting industrial development for their particular
towns or cities. I would have liked to
have seen an increase in this allocation
because there is a need in these centres
to provide ongoing promotion and endorsement for industrial growth, and
to do that it would be desirable in the
long term to have permanent promotional officers in those centres who
are able to go out and sell the attributes
of their community. I ask the Treasurer
to consider granting a significant increase in allocation on item 3.11.
In respect to item 3.10, the Murray
Valley Development League, I am
pleased that the Government has seen
fit to continue its support for the
league. The level of assistance of $5000
has been static for four or five years
and it is long overdue for an increase.
The Murray Valley Development
League was one of the first regional
bodies in Victoria. It crossed State
borders. It consists of municipal representatives from Victoria, South Australia and New South Wales, in addition to representatives from trade, industry and commerce, and tourism in
the same area. It brought together a
diverse group of people interested in
promoting development in the Murray
Valley region. It has been highly successful over the years, and was largely
responsible for the Albury-Wodonga
complex. It was responsible also for
co-ordinating agreement in relation to
development, pollution, water quality
and a wide range of matters of mutual
interest along the River Murray. That
league is still an active organization, and has a continuing role in coordinating activity along the whole of
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the Murray system, which is the largest
and most important river system in
Australia.
I would like the Treasurer, through
the Ministry for Economic Develop~
ment, to seriously consider a substan~
tial increase in the allocation to the
Murray Valley Development League in
the future. I understand that this league
may be considering taking a deputation
to the Minister in the future to discuss
additional funds for the league. As I
said, it has been largely self~supporting
through contributions from trade and
industry organizations that support it.
An allocation of $930 000 has been
made to the Small Business Development Corporation. That corporation has
been of great assistance to many small
businesses throughout Victoria in providing expertise and advise on business management, on financial matters,
and a wide range of issues relating to
profitability and efficiency of small busi~
ness. It is significant that there has
been an increase in funds to the corporation.
I know that officers of the corporation are travelling around country Victoria and making themselves available
to assist country bUSinessmen, and I
hope the Government will continue to
support the corporation in the future.
I refer now to item 3.14. The Victorian
Economic Development Corporation has
had its grant reduced by $240000. That
is extremely disappointing at a time
when there are real economic problems
in this State, and when industry will
need more rather than less assistance.
I would be interested to know why the
Treasurer has reduced the allocation to
the corporation from $2· 36 million to
$1·796 million. The National Party is
alarmed at the reduction in that allocation.
A great deal of importance is placed
on the role of economic development
in Victoria. It is the key portfolio in
encouraging private enterprise and
private development in this State.
The honourable member for St Kilda
interjects and says that employment
and training is important. Unless the
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economic development of this State is
strengthened, it is a waste of time,
because there will be no job opportunities. The key factor is to strengthen
economic development and it will assist
to provide additional employment,
otherwise it is creating an artificial
situation.
I would be interested in the Treasurer's comments on the matters I have
raised. I hope there will be continued
support when the committee presents
its report to the Ministry, and that the
present level of assistance will not be
reduced.
Mr TANNER (Caulfield)-I 'also bring
to the attention of the Treasurer my
support of the comments made by the
honourable member for Balwyn concerning the Ministry for Economic Development. In particular, I should like
to follow up the comments made by
the honourable member for Balwyn and
the Deputy Leader of the National
Party concerning item 3.14 relating to
the Victorian Economic Development
Corporation.
As the Deputy Leader of the National
Party pointed out, the grant of money
to this corporation this financial year
is reduced by $240000 compared with
the expenditure last year. In addition,
that does not take into account the inflation rate which will probably push
the reduction of the corporation's income, in real terms, from $240 000 to
$450 000 at a minimum.
I am sure the Treasurer is aware
of the great economic benefit to the
State over the years of the Victorian
Economic Development Corporation.
When replying to the comments made
in this debate, I wonder will he advise
what role is envisaged for the Victorian Economic Development Corporation in the coming year, and whether its
services are going to be cut back from
the services it provided to the State
in the last financial year.
Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster)-I am
very disappointed in the expenditure
set out in the Ministry for Economic
Development. This Ministry is presided
over by one of the most dynamic, most
powerful men in the pOlitical spectrum
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of this State. I am sure that if he were
given a lot more money, he would
set the metropolitan area of Melbourne
on fire. Honourable members who
represent the city on the Government
benches should hang their heads in
sorrow at the lack of attention given
to the metropolitan area of Melbourne,
and particularly the areas they serve.
I am the only Liberal-one out of four
-representing the City of Doncaster
and Templestowe, and that city has
been left for dead in the expenditure
allocated by the Ministry for Economic
Development. I am speaking of representatives in this Chamber. So far as
I am concerned, it is the only Chamber that matters.
I wrote to the Honourable W. A.
Landeryou, Minister for Economic Development, requesting access to documents held by his department relating
to the off-sets programme, preference
schemes, the small business set-aside
scheme, pioneer industries purchasing
leverage and other Government purchasing policies. I was most interested
in a new technology in Doncaster and
interested to see what advances had
been made in the new silicone chip
industry. We have highly educated
people; we have access to universities
and airports, and access to a magnificent
computer
system
set up
by the Shell company in Doncaster.
There are all sorts of things that would
ass,ist modern technology in Donclaster.
To my surprise, I did not even get a
Ministerial reply. The reply was delegated to Mr R. B. Ritchie, the DirectorGeneral of the Ministry for Economic
Development. He stated that the Minister had asked him to reply to my letter.
There was none of the business of a
Parliamentary colleague to anotherthat is not for the Minister for Economic Development. Point blank, he
refused to help me. It was s'tated that
my request could not be met. I was sent
a draft code for the implementation of
the proposed freedom of information
Act. I have had those ad nauseum.
The only Minister who has shown
any interest in helping me under the
freedom of information code has been
the Minister of Transport, and it is to
my regret that he is not Premier. If he
Mr Williams
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would take speech lessons and learn to
m'oderate his accent, he would be the
next Leader of the Government because he is head 'and shoulders above
his colleagues in the way in which he
treats members of Parliament. He is
straightforward and has shown none
of the run-,around one gets from the
other Ministers.
I wrote back to Mr Ritchie because
I had given up trying to get in touch
with the Minister land I said that I
would be most grateful if he would
nominate someone to help me. I stated
that I needed to scrutinize an index
that would enable me to identify a
particular document rel'ative to my
interest in labour-lintensive industries
possessing unique characteristics or
catering for a small section of the
market-in other words, an industry I
could see being set up in Done aster. I
told Mr Ritchie that I was not w'asting
his time and that I wanted to assist
in compiling a submission to cre'ate a
l'ight industrial complex in the city.
As the Minister for the Arts well
knows, the city has a magnificent electridty authority and has surplus power
during the day for industrial use.
Further, many young people and women
want industrial jobs in Doncaster. They
are highly trained and educated and
would be ide~ally suited fora modern
industrial complex. I am not talking of
offensive industries but of highly
specialized industries. I wanted to
know what Government funds would
be avaHable to assist in that project.
I wanted details of schemes and programmes for sm'all businesses and
pioneering industries for which the
oity would be eligible. I wanted to
know of the incentives about which
the Minister talks in the press.
Mr Ritchie, the Director-General of
the Ministry for Economic Development,
answered me and said that he could not
accede to my request for an index on
these details because it does not exist.
He stated that the Ministry had no experience or expertise to help me in these
propos'als and said that myself and the
council must hire a private consult'ant
to assist. What sort of assistance is
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that? Mr Ritchie 'also completely deflated me by saying that, under the
present system of assistance to industry, funds are aVlailable for decentralized industries in municipalities
outside an 80 kilometre radius of Melbourne.
I ask every Labor Party member
where their bread and butter is. It is
in the city of Melbourne, not 80 kilometres or more outside of Melbourne.
I urge members of the Labor Party to
get on to the Minister for Economic
Development and get him to come to
his senses. He may be safe in his bulwark in Doutta Galla Province, but what
about those other honourable members
in marginal seats like those bordering
and part of the City of Doncaster and
Templestowe-what hope do ,they have?
It is not good enough for the Minister for Economic Development to give
me the brush-off. I have placed 30 to
50 questions on notice for the honourable gentleman and I have not received
one answer. I 'tried writing to him 'and
all I get are answers from Mr Ritchie.
The director-general says that his Minister:
. . . the honourable W. A. Landeryou M.L.C.
has asked me to reply on his behalf to your
letter of 2 September 1982 requesting access
to certain documents held by the Ministry
relating to purchasing policies.

He siaid also:
The policies you mention are currently being
revised by officers of the Ministry. Until this
revision is completed, I feel that disclosure of
their contents may prejudice the successful
implementation of these policies. I must therefore deny you access to such documents.

I am frustrated in every way I move.
I am told either that there is no one to
help me or, if I get too close to home
and can identify documents, that those
documents are being used to formulate
policy. That is nQlt good enough. The
Government was elected on its policy
of open government and on a policy of
getting Victoria moving ;again. To get
Victoria moving again means getting
Melbourne moving again.
I ask the Treasurer to use his influence with the Minister for Economic
Development and tell him to stop
worrying about casinos, cut-price beer
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and cut-price petrol and all his other
pet hobbies 'and to stop ·associating
with those gentlemen whom he knows
full well anger me strongly-and I
will not mention names. I do not want
a bar of them. They are wheelers and
dealers from way back. The Treasurer
should urge the honourable gentleman
to get back to old-fashioned Labor
Party ideals and look after the honourable members at present in the House,
such as the honourable members for
Albert Park, St Kilda, Preston, and
so on.
The CHAIRMAN (Mr Wilton)-Order!
The honourable member is straying
from the content of the division in
giving the Minister advice on whom
he should look after.
Mr WILLIAMS-I know the area
that you represent, Mr Chairman-it
is one of the indictments on Victoria.
The young people in Broadmeadows
are thrown on the scrap heap. There is
no way that they will get jobs if the
Government does not provide more
industrial development in
Bro:admeadows to provide those jobs. That
is where the Minister for Economic
Development ought to be. He has great
knowledge of the city of Broadmeadows
because, in his early days, he got his
start in Broadmeadows in proVtiding
dances 'and S'O on for young people and
with his gear shops and so on. That is
how the honourable gentleman started
and I ask him to go back to Broadmeadows because he owes much to the
people of Broadmeadows wh'O gave him
his start. He should look after the
honourable
members
for
Broadmeadows, Doncaster, Ivanhoe, Warrandyte, Mitcham, Evelyn and SpringvaIe.
He should look after those suburbs and
spend money for economic development there instead of places like
Wodonga.
Mr BROWN
(Westernport)-The
Opposition is very well aware that an
investigation is being conducted by the
Minister for Economic Development
into incentives received at present by
approved
decentralized
industries.
These incentives 'are very necessary for
the financial well-being of many of
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these industries and in some cases the
rebate they receive represents their
total profit for the year. I have no
'argument with the fact that the new
Government has undertaken to review
those incentives. I have been concerned
about some of them for some time land
about the way in which they are
currently structured.
I draw the attention of the Treasurer
to a situation that exists on Phillip Island
where the 80-kilometre radius takes in
the township of Newhaven. Newhaven
is just that 80-kilometre distance from
the Melbourne general post office.
Cowes is a much larger township with
more potential f'Or industry but it is
closer to Melbourne. It is much farther
from Melbourne by road than is Newhaven and the ludicrous situation exists
where, if an industry is established at
Newhaven, it c'an get the benefits of
being an approved decentralized industry-particularly pay-roll tax and
many other benefits-whereas an industry located at Cowes cannot enjoy
those benefits.
Should the crow need to walk rather
than fly, it has to traverse a farther
distance to reach Cowes. There is no
method of getting raw materials across
the water to an industry on Phillip
Island other than by the existing
ferry service. It is most uneconomic to take goods by road from
Melbourne to Crib Point, load them
on to a ferry, take them to Cowes,
unload them, put them on a truck and
take them to the point of destination.
Naturally, all 'industries put their goods
straight 'On a vehicle and transport them
by road. Is the 80-kilometre radius,
which currently exists as an arbitrary
limit for approved decentralized industry, under examinattion? Will the limit
be dispensed with and, if not, will disadvantaged industries. such as those
to which I referred, be able to gain
some form of recompense for the iniquitous situation.
Mr McGRATH (Lowan)-Under economic development. "Other Services",
it appears that the transport concessions approved for decentralized
industries paid to VicRail were $2 . 5
million in 1981-82. The estimate for
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1982-3 indicates a fall to $2·35
million, a difference of $150 000. Will
declared decentralized industries receive less assistance? One of the things
that ha's kept country areas together
has been the establishment of decentralized industries in the regional areas
of Warracknabeal, Horsham and S'O on.
It is important that the transport concessions and other incentives, which
have been approved over the years for
decentralization, are maintained to their
fullest extent.
In 1981-82 contract preference
schemes received an allocation of
$77252 and this year the estimate is
$100000. From time to t1ime the Government lets Government contracts for
public buildings to the Public Works
Department or other authorities. The
Min'ister of Housing recently conducted
an inspection of housing needs in the
Horsham area. I stress to the Minister
of Housing that preference be given to
local decentral'ized industries wherever
possible.
I realize that selective tendering
arrangements exist and that on most
occasions the Public Works Department
is obl'iged to accept the lowest tender,
but consideration must be given to
decentralized manufacturing industries.
A company in Horsham, Delblock
Masonry. which manufactures brick and
paving .products, is locally owned and
employs 100 people. The company's
products illustrate that it is capable of
supplying components to the building
industry equally as much as any 'Other
brick manufacturer. These sorts of examples must be brought to the attention
of the Government. Building and construction industries in country areas
are facing hard times because of the
drou,ght and recession. These ccmpanies
must make hard decisions about employees who may have worked in the
company for perhaps 20 or 25 years.
The reason they have to make hard
decisions and layoff people is because
of the lack of activity in the private
sector owing to the drought.
The Government should do what it
can in the pubHc sector to provide a
stimulus to the building industry. I
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reaHze that a large allocation has been
made to the housing area and I hope
the Government directs much of the
funds towards country areas until the
rains come and a turnaround in the
season takes place. When that occurs
the private sector in the country area
will be more capable of rectifying the
difficulties of unemployment.
It is essential in the next six or twelve
months that wherever possiible the Government directs public works activities
to country areas and gives preference to
decentralized local industries. These
industries are usually owned by local
people and employ local people and
have been established to provide commodities and services needed to keep
regional centres going.
Mr RICHARDSON (Forest HiU)Economic development in th!is State,
particularly in these economk times,
must surely be, if not the most important exercise, at least one of the most
imoortant exercises in which the Government should be involved. The Government should be making every effort
in the area of economic development.
However. with disappointment, one
notes that the Government does not
seem to be applying the same set of
priorities to econom'ic development, that
the Opposition thinks are appropriate.
I refer the Minister for the Arts,
who is at the table, to consultant
and special project expenses. The
amount has declined slightly from
$428000 to $400 000. What is the
reason for the reduction of funds for
consultants in special projects? What
are the special projects envisaged for the
vear ahead? What are the items on
which the consultants will he employed?
What is the Government's intention?
From the Bill, one has no idea of the
intention of the Government. The Opposition would like an explanation why
this item has been reduced. Publicity
allocations have been decreased from
almost $300000 to $100000. From my
understanding of the cost of publicity,
one does not get much for $100 000.
This is especially true when one considers the kind of publicity campaigns
in which the Government involves itself.
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The reduction clearly suggests that the
Government has reduced its priority
for economic development. This seems
to indicate the sorts of retrograde steps
contemplated by the Government, which
is determined that the community shall
know less about economic development
activities.
What will be provided in place of the
publicity which was previously budgeted for and which is not budgeted
for in this Bill? The allocation under
item 3.7, Transport Concessions to
Approved Decentralized Secondary Industries-Payments to Railways Department has been reduced from $2· 5
million to $3·25 million. Although the
drought is likely to reduce the income
of the railways from the carriage of
grains, it does not follow that because
there is a drought there will be a reduced need to make payments to the
Railways Department in the form of
transport concessions to approved
decentralized secondary industries.
The clear distinction between secondary industries and grain transportation
which is the product of primary industry is evident. The reason why the
Government has taken the decision to
reduce the amount allocated for these
concessions to decentralized secondary
industries is not known. Surely the
record of past Governments in the
development of decentralized secondary
industries gives great satisfaction to
those who have been involved and
surely it is incumbent on the new
Government to maintain the momentum
that has been built up over the years
by successive Governments in developing the decentralization of secondary
industries throughout Victoria. This has
been one of the success stories in Victoria's economic development. It concerns me greatly that the Government
has apparently decided that this is
another priority which ought to be
downgraded. If that is the case, it
is a retrograde step and the Government should reconsider the decision.
The funds allocated under item 3.14,
Victorian Economic Development Corporation, have been decreased from
$2 million to $1'7 million. Does the
decline represent another example of
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downgrading by this Government of
economic developments in Victoria? Is
it a rearrangement of priorities that
make economic development less important to this Government than it was
to previous Governments? Is economic
development less important to this
Government than it is perceived to be
by the rest of the community? The
community regards economic development as being of vital importance. In
view of that, the Government needs to
explain why it has made significant
decisions that alter priorities in economic development and why it has
effectively downgraded a number of
those important items.
Mr MATHEWS (Minister for the
Arts) -I had not expected any Opposition spokesman to have the gall to raise
the question of the reduction of pUblicity
funds under the Ministry for Economic
Development. The Ministry for Economic Development was one of the three
departments selected by the Liberal
Party prior to the 3 April election to
carry through its public funding by other
means operation. The other departments were the Department of Youth,
Sport and Recreation and Treasury.
The former Government squandered
literally hundreds of thousands of
dollars in party political election advertising under the guise of advertising
by Government Departments. The reduction in the pUblicity vote for the
Ministry for Economic Development
from $299 923 to $100 000 simply reflects the fact that this Government
rejects that sort of outlay of the taxpayer's dollar for party political
purposes. There will be no expendi tu re
of that sort by this Government, and
a corresponding reduction in the funding has therefore been possible.
This debate on the Estimates of the
Ministry for Economic Development has
been most interestingly characterized
by the contribution of the honourable
member for Doncaster who attacked
root and branch the whole system of
funding of decentralized industries to
which this Government is committed
and to which the previous Government
also adhered. The honourable member
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for Doncaster said categorically that
Victoria should be moving away from
the support of decentralized industries,
which has characterized this State in
the past and continues to characterize
it under the present Government. He
said that that assistance should be concentrated in the metropolitan area.
An extraordinary divergence of
opinion has occurred in this debate
between the honourable member for
Doncaster, who believes assistance for
decentralized industries should be discarded root and branch and moved in
toto to the metropolitan area which he
specified as the place in which development should be taking place, and the
honourable member for Balwyn who
conformed to the pattern which is
already emerging in this debate on the
Estimates across the board, of Opposition spokespeople demanding higher
expenditure in every individual aspect
of Government responsibility, after having condemned in the roundest possible
terms the revenue-raising measures in
the Budget and the aggregate levels of
revenue raised in the Budget. I am not
sure how that logical inconsistency will
be reconciled by the honourable member for Balwyn who has just interjected
"here here" on the matter.
Two specific matters were raised by
honourable members opposite which
should be answered. One related to
item 314, the Victorian Economic
Development Corporation grant. This
Government attaches much importance
to the activities of the Victorian Economic Development Corporation but
that does not mean that it supports or
countenances the extraordinary network of overseas positions established
by the previous Government in association with the Victorian Economic Development Corporation. The economic
contribution which those positions
make to the welfare of this State and
the processes of economic development
within this State is currently under
scrutiny. It is clear that a number of
those overseas positions more than
justify their existence in terms of new
enterprise and new investment attracted
to Victoria through them. Equally, it
is evident that some of them do not

Appropriation (1982-83, No. 1) Bill

in any way fulfil that requirement. The
difference between last year's expenditure of $2 036 636 and the allocation of
$1 . 796 million this year is largely
accounted for by the closure of the
New York office which fell into the
latter category of inadequate productiveness.
The other matter I mention is that
raised by the honourable member for
Westernport, the 80-kilometre limit
that applies to eligibility for assistance
in the decentralization programme. The
honourable member asked whether that
matter was incorporated in the review
that is currently being conducted by a
committee at the Government's instigation under the chairmanship of, I
understand, the current President of
the National Party in Victoria.
The answer is that it is being reviewed in that context and that the
Government is looking forward to the
advice that the committee will bring
forward in due course.
I believe that covers the principal
matters that were raised during the
debate.
TOURISM
Mr HANN (Rodney)-Tourism is
extremely important in Victoria. Only
in recent years has due recognition
been given to tourism by the Government in the form of both financial and
moral support, both within the -metropolitan area and, more particularly, in
the regions of country Victoria. It is
important to maintain that financial
support, especially to the regions, because they have difficulty in raising
the finance required to promote tourist
development. This year a substantial
increase from $1·159 to $2·869 million
has been made in the allocation for
promotion and development of tourism.
The current dry conditions in some
parts of the State are affecting the
potential for tourist growth because
people are affected economically, both
those who would normally be taking
holidays and those who provide tourist
services. My colleague, the honourable
member for Gippsland East, highlighted
the case a store adjacent to the Glenmaggie weir which at present has a
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low water level. Consequently, very
few tourists have been visiting the area
and this adversely affects the livelihood
of the local people who provide the
services in the area, so we may well
be asking for drought relief assistance
for people affected by the decHne in
the number of tourists to these areas.
In the electorate I represent, particularly the north-central area, the regional
tourist authority has provided a valuable impetus to the growth of tourism.
This is pleasing and has assisted the
various communities that provide tourist facilities to encourage visits by
tourists. The City of Echuca has spent
hundreds of thousands of dollars, both
of its own money and Government
funds, in redeveloping the historic port.
At present Crawford Productions Pty
Ltd is filming a mini television series
of the Nancy Cato book All the Rivers
Run. This will provide a boost to tourism not only in Victoria and throughout
Australia, but world-wide, because I
understand that c(\pies of the series
are being sold as far away as the
United States of America. This will
provide a significant boost to tourism
in that part of Victoria. The book is
extremely interesting and contains a
bit of romance and spice as well as
dealing with the history of the river,
the river boats and steamers on the

river.

It is important for the Government
to continue to provide financial assistance, particularly to the regions in
Victoria, as well as to the metropolitan
area to encourage Victorians to look
around their own State. Many people
are unaware of the attributes of some
regions of Victoria. Only recently a
senior person in the Victorian Government Travel Authority who visited
Echuca told me that it had never previously occurred to him that Echuca
would be a nice place to look around.
There are many other attractive
areas in the State, including east Gippsland and the north-west and western
parts of Victoria, which the fonner
Government had been actively promoting before the election. Some of the
television advertisements were still running when the new Government took
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over. I hope the Government will continue to promote the development of
tourism in Victoria and support the
regional tourist authorities in their endeavours.
In addition to the north central area,
the Goulburn Valley region in the electorate I represent is also very active.
In the township of Kyabram, a fine
fauna park has now been established
and this has encouraged many people
to visit Kyabram. The regional authority has also promoted a "Flight of
the Ibis" tourist route across the area
combining visits to a number of communities with tourist facilities and encouraging tourists to. travel through
the area.
Tourism is extremely important and
needs continuing Government support,
as I said, not only in the metropolitan
area of Melbourne but also in the
regions.
Mr R~MSA Y (Balwyn)-The tourism
line in the Budget is important for
Victoria. As the Deputy Leader of the
National Party has been indicating, the
tourism industry is very important in
all parts of the State, and proper support from Government for this development is obviously the key to its
success.
If one looked at the line in the
Budget for tourism, one could be forgiven for thinking that, with an increase from $5 to $11·6 million, the
Government is certainly putting its
money where its mouth is in tourism,
because that is a significant increase.
However, when one studies it more
closely, one sees that this line is confusing if one wants to ascertain the
degree of emphaSis given to tourism.
The last few items in this line indicate that expenditure which was formerly met from trust funds in the 19811982 financial year has now been
brought into the Estimates for 1982-83
as part of the tourism item. That
.makes it almost impossible to compare
two items in particular, namely, "Costs
and expenses incurred in administering
and carrying out the provisions of the
Liquor Control Act", for which the estim2.tr> is $2·575 million, and "Motor
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Boating Activities", for which the estimate is $1·215 million. These are sizeable amounts of expenditure that do
not lend themselves to the direct comparison that the Committee would wish
to 'make to determine what action is
being planned in the tourism field.
It is unfortunate that the Government has not seen fit to indicate not
only that these 'amounts were formerly
met from trust funds, bu t also how
much the trust fund expenditure was
last year. If that information had been
included in this item, the comparison
could have been made more quickly.

I was encouraged to hear the comments by the Deputy Leader of the
National Party on the regional tourist
authorities. Regional tourist activity has
been an important development in Victoria over the past few years, and it
is encouraging to see the amount of
local support given to it. Certainly, the
provision of some funds by the State
Government to assist those regional
offices is a sensible expenditure and it
will go a long way in generating support within the region by people with
a direct interest in tourism and generally by the com'mercial and business
interests in those areas.
One other matter of concern in this
division that comes to light is the inclusion in the Ministry for Tourism of the
responsibility for the Liquor Control
Act, which is reflected in that item.
The Liquor Control Act does have an
important application in the area of
tourism. However, if one examines the
Act, one notes that tourism and touristrelated activities associ'ated with the
liquor industry form only one small
part of liquor control. It is doubtful
that the Ministry for Tourism is the
appropriate arm of Government to
administer the Liquor Control Act.
Many of the licences issued by the
Liquor Control Commission do have
direct application to tourism, and a
tourist f'acility licence is the most
obvious application. There are two
aspects to licences for hotelkeepers.
Part of the work of a hO'telkeeper is to
c·ater for tourism and visitors. However,
the provision of bar facilities in hotels
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is a service industry to the community
and it is not related directly to the
promotion of tourism. The other forms
of licence like the retail bottled liquor
and the wholesale liquor merchant
licences are different areas.
The Liquor Control Act provides for
a source of revenue and also provides
for supervision over a socially accepted
commodity, which is also a major drug
of addiction. The reason for the Liquor
Control Act is far more extensive than
either the needs or requiremen'ts for
the development of tourism. The 'additional $2'5 million allocation for the
administration of the provisions of the
Liquor Control Act gives a false reading on the allocation for the development of tourism.
The Opposition urges the Government to give careful consideration to
removing the administration of the
Liquor Control Act from the Ministry
for Tourism. The Government has not
explained why the Ministry for Tourism
is responsible for the 'administration of
the Liquor Control Act. There are real
problems associated with the Minister
for Tourism in another place because
there has been a conflict of interest
brought upon that honourable gentleman through the administration of the
Liquor Control Act. It is to be hoped
that the Government will give oareful
consideration to the location of the Act
somewhere else. One could provide a
good argument for that Act to be
administered by either the Ministry for
Police and Emergency services or the
Department of Labour land Industry. It
is fundamentally wrong for that Act to
be administered by the Ministry for
Tourism.
Mr TANNER (Caulfield)-I should
like to reiterate the comments made by
the honourable member for Balwyn on
the Ministry for Tourism. I draw the
attention of the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services to the allocation of
$2'8 million for the promotion and
development of tourism. No doubt this
is a continuation of the campaign that
was originated under the former
Director of Tourism, Mr John Rowe,
and the former Minister for Tourism,
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the Honourable Graeme Weideman. On
assuming office, Mr Rowe made it plain
to all that money for tourism was what
gravel ,and stones were to the Country
Roads Board. Mr Weideman went to
the former Premier land Treasurer with
that sentiment and, in the latter part
of the last financial year, $1'159 minion
was made available for the promotion
and development of tourism. That
money was made available from trust
funds, as set out in the Budget Papers.
I refer the M,inister to the costs and
expenses incurred in administering and
carrying out the provisions of Ithe
Liquor Control Act and to the money
allocated for motor boating activities.
The money provided for these items
last financial year is not listed. I 'ask
the Minister for Police land Emergency
SerVices to inform the Com'mittee of the
expenditure on those two items from
the trust fund last financial year so
that the Committee can obtain a better
appreciation of the change in expenditure this financial year.
Mr RICHARDSON (Forest Hill)There is no doubt that tourism was
given a high priority by the former
Government. As the honourable member for Balwyn pointed out, by simply
looking at the bottom line of Division
155, one gains the impress'ion that a
similar priority is being given to tourism
by the new Government. One then discovers that 'a number of items have
been included in the Budget allocations
for this financial year which were not
included in the calculations for the
Budget last financial year.
By inclusion in the 1982-83 Budget
of amounts that had previously come
from trust funds and by the inclusion
of ,the costs and expenses of administering the provisions of the Liquor
Control Act in the allocation for
tourism, there is an inflated figure given
on the bottom line, which does not
reflect the real picture. Indeed, one can
say that there isa lack of clarity and
information in the presentation of
Budget items throughout all of the
Budget Papers associated with the
present exercise.
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The Appropriation Bill is designed
to conceal rather than reveal, and that
observa'tion, I should have thought, is
strengthened by the procedure that has
been adopted for this Bill by including
,items, which, in previous years, have'
come from the trust funds. When one
examines the expenditure that is proposed for tourism, one notes that the
first item is a salary of $54 944 and an
allowance of $3052 for the new Director
of Tourism. It is certainly the hope of
the Opposition that that $58 000 will be
appropriately spent by the new Director
of Tourism and that the Government
will exercise firm control over the
activities of the director to ensure that
that $58 000 of public money that has
been allocated for the sal'ary and
allowance is spent on tourism and in
the interests of all Victori'ans.
It is interesting to note that at a
time when salaries are tending to
increase, very few salaries have
decreased. However, the 1982-83 estimate for salaries 'and allow·ances for
the Ministry for Tourism shows a
decrease from the allocation last financial year of $302 263 to $255 000.
That is a curious diversion from what
one would have expected to have been
the case.
In most other Government departments the largest increase in the financial allocation is found in the
s'alaries section. In the case of the Ministry for Tourism, there is a decline in
the salaries 'and allowances. I ask the
Minister for Police and Emergency
Services why is it so? Does it mean
that there is a substantial reduction in
the number of employees in the Ministry for Tourism? Alternatively, does
it mean that there has been 'a transfer
of personnel from the Ministry for
Tourism to another department where
they will be engaged in other activities
that may be rela'ted to tourism?
I hope their activties would relate to
tourism.
It seems curious that if the Government accepts the proposition that tourism is important to Victoria-my understanding is that it has done so-it has
nevertheless made a reduction in the
allocation for salaries and allowances.
Mr Richardson
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Does it mean that fewer people will
be engaged in tourist activties within
the Ministry for Tourism? If so, why?
If that is not the answer, the Committee
would be grateful if the Minister would
provide an answer. Why has the allocation for salaries and allowances for the
Ministry for Tourism declined substantially and, one would have thought,
curiously, given the performance in
other Government departments?
I have also noted that there is a
substantial increase in the allocation
for postal and telephone expenses from
$4714 in 1981-82 to $11 200 for 198283. This seems to be an unusually large
increase. I am not critical of the fact
that there will be an increase, I presume it will reflect greater efficiency,
more activity and so on. If that is not
the reason for the increase in the allocation for postal and telephone expenses, the Committee is entitled to
know why. Could it be that there have
been miscalculations in the past of
what the real cost of postal and telephone expenses would be for the Ministry? Is an additional allocation being
made this financial year to cover up
some mistakes which were made in the
previous financial year? I do not know
whether mistakes have been made, but
the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services, who was a fellow member
of the Public Accounts and Expenditure
Review Committee for three years
would recall that it is not unkown
for departments to make errors in their
estimates of postal and telephone expenses, and when that occurs, there is
then a need either to get an advance
from the Treasurer to make up the
difference or to make some adjustment
to the allocations in the next Budget.
It would be interesting to know the real
reason for the additional allocation.
It is curious that the allocation for
one of the most important activities
of the Ministry for Tourism, the promotion and development of tourism, for
this financial year is $2 -869 million in
contrast with $1-159 million provided in
the previous financial year. But the
$1-159 million provided in the previous
year came from trust funds, so we have
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no indication of what additional activities will be undertaken. No information
has been provided to the Committee
about the Government's intention for the
future. In fact, in this very important
area of Government activity-the promotion of tourism in Victoria-there is
a surprising silence from the Government.
Apparently lip service is being paid
to the proposition that tourism is important to Victoria. That is apparently
where it ends. I am sure the Committee would like to know what additional
activities are to be undertaken, how
the additional funds which are being
allocated this year are going to be
applied and with what effectiveness.
Surely the Government has done its
homework in advance. I presume that
the Minister would be informed on this
matter, since he was spokesman for the
Opposition on tourism for some time.
He is not a Minister who is simply
sitting in for another Minister. I had
hoped that a great deal more information would have been provided. I hope
the Minister will provide the Committee
with more information.
I now refer to the allocation for the
costs and expenses incurred in administering and carrying out the provisions
of the Liquor Control Act. I share the
curiosity of the honourable member for
Balwyn about why the Government
should have decided that the Ministry
for Tourism is the appropriate umbrella
organization in which to house the
administration of the Liquor Control
Act. It is certainly true that tourists
consume liquor, but so do a lot of
other people. Many people are employed
in the liquor industry.
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we have not heard it. An explanation
would be of assistance to the Committee.
The Committee has to bear in mind
that the $2·575 million applied to the
administration of the Liquor Control
Act under Division 155 has nothing to
do with tourism. It serves the purpose
of inflating the bottom line and giving
the impression that the Government is
more committed to the development of
tourism than it really is.
POLICE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES
Mr HANN (Rodney)-I raise a number of matters in relation to Police and
Emergency Services. The first relates
to the current inquiry being conducted
by the Public Service Board into the
operation of the Metropolitan Fire
Brigades Board and the Country Fire
Authority. It is the belief of the
National Party that the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services has a
copy of that report in his possession
and is presumably giving consideration
to it at the present time.

There is widespread alarm and concern around country Victoria amongst
rural and urban fire brigades about the
possibility that the Government may
attempt to amalgamate the administration of these two authorities. Opposition to that action in the case of the
Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board is
basically that it has a professional staff
and permanent employees employed as
fire fighters who are actively involved in
the union. The Country Fire Authority
has a limited number of officers who
are permanent employees in that service
and who are supported by more than
100 000 volunteers.

However, much of the liquor industry
and liquor retailing has absolutely nothA considerable number of fire briing to do with tourism. Why, then, has gades in the electorate that I reprethe Government taken the decision to sent and in other areas have written
move the administration of the Liquor to me and to other members of ParControl Act out of the control of the liament. Most fire brigade services have
Minister of Labour and Industry into written to the Minister, or letters have
the hands of the Minister for Tourism? arrived on the Minister's desk via memIt fails to make sense, without some bers of Parliament expressing grave
explanation. I invite the Minister to pro- concern at the possibility of the amalgavide an explanation. There may very mation of those fire services, even at
well be a very good explanation, but top level with an over-view board.
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Fire services believe that the Country
Fire Authority should retain absolute
independence. They are not arguing
that there may not be room for improvement in the running of the
Country Fire Authority, but they are
adamant that in order to maintain the
involvement of volunteers in both urban
and rural brigades the authority must
retain its independence.
The Country Fire Authority is the
most effective fire-fighting service in
the world. Of course, it costs the people
of Victoria a pittance compared with
what it would cost if we had ultimately
to revert to a fully paid fire-fighting service. The community could not possibly
afford such a service. The community
could not afford to pay more, than
'120000 volunteers who are active at all
times in the Country Fire Authority.
In addition to .the involvement of those
people on a voluntary basis, there is the
provision of equipment by private individuals and the raising of finance by
many urban and rural brigades in order
to provide equipment. It is interesting
tha,t in many parts of the State a larger
percentage of the equipment is actually
owned by private individuals than by
the brigades. The Minister must respond
to this matter and the Government
must respond quickly because the situation is lowering the morale of the
Country Fire Authority as the time
approaches of potentially dangerous fire
conditions because of the drought,
especially in the State forests where the
services of voluntary brigades through
the Country Fire Authority will be vital
and may require those people to be
enthusiastic and supportive.
Their morale tends to be fairly low at
present because of concern in the organization that the Government is holding
this inquiry and while the outcome is
awaited there is a veiled threat .that the
Government may be intending to amalgamate the boards or put an over-view
body over and above the Country Fire
Authority and Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board. I ask the Minister to settle
this matter quickly. As a potentially
dangerous fire situation is developing,
fire brigades will need the maximum
involvement of those people who have
MrHann
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already given many thousands of hours
of voluntary service so that they can be
skilled and trained to work on standby
in the event of a fire emergency.
Recently, I attended the Fiftieth
anniversary of the Loddon Vale fire
brigade. Over the years those people
have given hundreds of hours of voluntary service fighting fires on behalf of
this State and their neighbours. Some
have given in excess of 40 years'
service and two people had given 50
years' service and were original members of the brigade. On that Sunday, a
training session was in operation in my
home town 'in which about 100 voluntary personnel were involved. It is impossible to comprehend the magnitude
of the cost that would be involved in
converting that service to a paid service.
I am sure the Minister and the Government do not want to do that, so I ask
the Minister to settle this matter quickly
once and for all. I understand he has a
copy of the report. If that is the case,
he ought to respond quickly and report
to Parliament on the matter. I do not
exclude the fact that 'improvements may
be needed in the actual administration
of the Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board
and the Country Fire Authority. However, the National Party will not support
an amalgamation of those bodies or the
installation of an over-view body to
operate over both of them. The NaNonal
Party would like the Country Fire
Authority in particular to be strengthened.
I shall comment also on police
services. In recent times the importance
of one-man police stations has been
recognized. While that area partly
relates to the capital services area,
which I will deal with later, ,it is pleasing to note that the Government has
finally provided new modular police
stations at Mitiamo and Goornong,
which have replaced old police stations
that were totally inadequate for the
personnel involved.
The CHAIRMAN (Mr Wilton)-Order!
The remarks of the Deputy Leader of
the National Party would perhaps be
more closely related to the Works and
Services Appropriation Bill.
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Mr "ANN-It is nO't my intention to
pursue the matter of capital work in
detail at this stage. The provision of
these facilities is essential to encourage
policemen to live in those towns. In the
case of Tongala, for example, the policeman must use his own vehicle. As he
is not provided with a police vehicle, he
does not have a police radio, which
places him at risk from time to time,
particularly if he is involved in apprehending offenders and is not able to
make radio contact with police headquarters in Echuca or Kyabram, as the
case may be.
I know the Minister is sympathetic
to this situation, but there is an urgent
need to ensure that one-man police
stations are equipped w'ith police
vehicles. If they are not, they should
be equipped with police radios for
private vehicles so that they can still
seek support if necessary. In the case of
some one-man police stations the policemen are nearing retirement and are not
as agile as they may have been in their
younger days. For that reason, they may
need support ,in apprehending young
offenders. The standard of service provided by the police in the area that I
represent is excellent. I am particularly
pleased with the service provided by
one-man police stations.
It is unfortunate that the former
Government was not prepared to extend
that policy into more communities. For
some years I had been trying to get
the former Miniister to place a permanent policeman at Barmah. The same
situation applies 'in Lockington, which
has a part~time police service, but needs
a permanent policeman. The same situation also applies at LeitchvilIe. It would
be a help even if the Minister were prepared to provide residences in those
towns so that poJicemen could be
stationed there. but still be based at
larger police centres. which in the case
of Lockington would be Rochester. and
in the case of Barmah would be Nathalia.
The argument nsed is that the services
can be provided from the larger centres.
However, by the time police arrive in the
area after a complaint, the offender has
long since gone. It makes it difficult to
apprehend offenders.
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I hope in the future the Minister will
ultimately be able to station a policeman in those towns. If it is not possible
to provide one-man poNce stations in
those centres, it may be poss'ible to
provide police residences 'in those towns
because police presence is important
and would prevent crime, rather than
continuing the situation of trying to
apprehend offenders once criimes have
been committed.
Some of those townships are retirement centres for people 'in surrounding
communities. They are supposedly
peaceful towns, but young people on
Saturday nights and at week-ends tend
to drive rowdy vehicles at high speeds
up and down the streets. They cause
damage to street signs and road signs
through vandalism. They cannot be
apprehended because the police have to
travel 15 or 20 minutes to get to those
areas, in addition to the time it takes
for them to be called.
The National Party strongly supports
one-man police stations and would like
that policy to be extended, rather than
reduced with the centralization of
police stations. In summary, I would
like the Minister to indicate his final
decision on the situation of fire authorities 'in order to avoid the continuing concern that is rife amongst voluntary fire
brigades and causing a lowering of
morale at a time when fire brigade
services need to be on full alert.
Mr THOMPSON (Leader of the Opposition)-There are a number of points
concerning Division 160 that I should
like to raise with the Minister. The
first concerns the allocation for expenses for consultants and special projects, for which an allocation of $32 000
is made this year, compared with
nothing last year. Perhaps the Minister
could inform the Committee what project is contemplated this year, apart
from the inquiry into the operations of
the Police Force.
Under the item relating to other services, the contribution towards operating expenses for the Country Fire
Authority is $11·859 million this year.
However, if one goes to the foot of
the page, there is an indication that
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the allocation was paid from trust
funds during the 1981-82 financial year.
I should be interested to know the
exact figure. This has been one of the
ex'traordinarily difficult aspects in following the Budget this year. One becomes interested in a particular item
and then finds that the column alongside this year's estimate, which shauld
reveal the payment for 1981-82, -merely
shaws that money was paid fram trust
funds. No explanation is given. It is
essential in these important areas for
the column to shaw the payments last
year or at least indicate the amaunt
that was paid out of trust funds. Otherwise, a comparison is meaningless.
The same situation applies to the
sub-item that deals with subsidies for
firearms training. It shows an allocation of $12 500 this year but the calumn
next to it does not reveal what was
paid last year.
I endarse the remarks of the Deputy
Leader of the National Party in relation
ta the Cauntry Fire Autharity and the
Metrapalitan Fire Brigades Board. There
is na daubt that both 'Of those badies
have worked well. They have different
types 'Of jobs ta do and different types
'Of people doing them, with a great
emphasis on valunteers in the cauntry
sector and a great emphasis on professionals in the metrapolitan sectar.
Like the Deputy Leader 'Of the Natianal
Party, I da not believe it wauld be
practical to combine them under the
'One administratian, nar that that wauld
result in any real cast savings. I believe
the disadvantages wauld outweigh the
advantages.
In the tatal expenditure for the
Ministry. I nate that -the figures in the
Apprapriation Bill suggest an increase
'Of appraximately 27 per cent, whereas
in Budget Dacument Na. 4, which alsa
deals with Police and Emergency Services, the increase in expenditure is
shawn as being only 22 per cen t.
Perhaps the Minister could recancile
thase two figures. It may well be tha t
laan funds are included in the figures
shown in Budget Document No. 4 and,
'Of course, that wauld not be the case
with the figures shown in the Bill.
Mr Thompson
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Nonetheless, there is 'a difference. The
figures shown in the Bill are $310'5
millian for this year and $244'2 million
for last year, but different figures are
provided in Budget Document No. 4.
The reason I have already suggested
may be the aff-the-cuff explanatian.
On the credit side, the Opposition
warmly supports the increase in the
grant for the Victorian Rural Fire Brigade Association, which is increased
from $16500 to $22 000, as is the grant
far the Victorian Urban Fire Brigades
Association. Those two arg,anizatians
do a magnificent job and, 'in a time of
inflation, increases in their allocations
are more than justified.
Mr EBERY (Midlands)-I support
the comments m-ade by the Leader of
the Opposition and the Deputy Leader
of the National Party regarding the
proposed amalgamation of theadministration of the Country Fire Authority
and the Metropolitan Fire Brigades
Board. The Minister has to be very careful about the proposed amalgamation
and must realize that the Country Fire
Authority is comp~ised ·af volunteers
while the Metropolitan Fire Brigades
Board is a purely professional organ-'
ization made up of fully salaried
officers.
If the proposed administrative board
were established 'and the representation
on the board 'Of the Country Fire
Authority were limited, members of the
volunteer system believe they would
have little or no say in the 'Operations
of their group. I cannot stress the
importance 'Of this matter too strangly.
I think the Minister understands that
the valunteer system daes a tremendous
job but I da nat believe he understands
that, by the am'algamatian of the
administration 'Of the two bodies, he
would lose an enormous amount of
support from ,the valuntary group.
M'any of the urban and rural
voluntary brigades in the area I represent work extre-mely hard to raise
funds. At DunoUy, the urban brigade
has done an enormous amount of
voluntary wark. They wished ta construct a running track for the benefit
'Of the youngsters in the small town
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and they raised between $15000 or
$20000 through their 'activities. They
received assistance from the then
Premier, who provided a spedal allocation' of $7000 to supplement their
funds and regional demonstrations have
been conducted there for about 23
years,
which has generated an
enormous amount of interest. Both the
urban and rural bJ'ligades work hard to
ensure that their facilities 'are as good
as possible.
Unfortunately, it appears that the
United Firefighters Union has sent
out a circular that has generated
intense interest, because it suggests
that, as the volunteers are not fully
salaried, they are the poor cousins.
That is not the case. The Committee
should understand that even though
they are volunteers they are extremely
professional in their work. They are
trained at Fiskville and pass on the
information and training they receive
there to other members.
It cannot be stressed too strongly
that, because they are volunteers, they
have a stake in looking after the equipment they themselves purchase. The
attitude shown by the circular of the
United Firefighters Union is denigrating
and quite incorrect.
The way in which many of the brigades in the area I represent look after
their trucks and equipment is first class.
Many farmers have their own units and
some brigades purchase their own
equipment, which is then available at
any time it is required. I warn the
rAinister to be extremely careful about
establishing an administrative board
covering both the metropolitan and
country brigades because, if the volunteer system did not have sufficient say
and had perhaps only one representative, the whole system would fold. The
volunteer group is most upset at present because it believes it is losing the
battle and morale is low.
I now turn to another matter. For
a number of years, residents of Kangaroo Flat have been trying to obtain
a police station. Originally, there
was a station at Kangaroo Flat but
it was replaced by a regional mobile
Session 1982-46
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branch which covers a large area
of northern Victoria. The Marong
Shire Council has also been active
in trying to have a police station
reinstated at Kangaroo Flat. A considerable amount of vandalism has occurred at the two secondary schools
and the primary school there. The
nearest police station is quite a distance
away at Bendigo; it takes 5 or 10
minutes to reach Kangaroo Flat from
it. It would be a tremendous advantage
to that area to have a permanent police
presence.
Prior to the last elections, the present Speaker of this House was the
shadow Minister for Police and Emergency Services and he promised to
reinstate the police station at Kangaroo
Flat if the Labor Party won office.
Many of the Government's election
promises have been forgotten, but
I remind the present Minister that this
promise will not go away. I will continue to try to get him to honour that
promise.
I raise the matter of renovations and
extensions at the Castlemaine police
station. Portable cells have been used
there for approximately three years
and that situation is unsatisfactory.
The CHAIRMAN (Mr Wilton)-Order!
I suggest to the honourable member
that it would be more appropriate for
him to raise that matter when the
Committee is dealing with the Works
and Services Appropriation Bill.
Mr EBERY-Thank you for your
guidance. I again emphasize the importance of the issue relating to the
amalgamation of the Country Fire
Authority and the Metropolitan Fire
Brigades Board. The sooner the matter
is resolved, the better. The volunteer
system that Victoria has is the best in
the world and I believe it should be
retained. Any projected cost saving
that would result from the amalgamation must be weighed against the eventuality that the volunteer system would
fade into insignificance, a consequence
that would have a damaging effect on
fire services in Victoria.
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Mr NORRIS (Noble Park)-I congratulate the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services on the persuasive
powers he exercised on Cabinet in gaining an excellent appropriation for his
department. Other speakers have mentioned the poor police services in their
areas. Perhaps I am the only member
in the House who represents an electorate that does not have one police
station.
Mr Williams-You run it, though.
Mr NORRIS-I was a graduate of
the Hector Crawford police academy,
but it is beyond even my capabilities!
The issue of law and order is possibly
one of the most contentious issues in
any electorate today. I do not envy the
Minister his onerous task.
The magnificent work done by the
police, especially among child offenders,
is often overlooked by the community.
I am sure some of the extra funds will
help to expand that work. To me, the
most significant point in the report
recently received from the Chief Commissioner of Police was the frightening
increase in child offenders. In 1981, the
increase in child offenders between the
ages of eight years and sixteen years
was 16 per cent. I commend the excellent work done by the police, especially
in the cautioning of children. In 1981,
the police cautioned 61 per cent of
child offenders rather than laying
charges against them, whereas in 1972
the figure was only 22 per cent and in
1981 it was 61 per cent.

Victoria has a magnificent Police
Force and I congratulate the Minister
on that. The Labor Party promised, if
elected, to increase police strength by
1000. The Budget makes provision for
the appointment of approximately 330
extra police. so the Government is on
line with that election promise.
Mr McGRATH (Lowan)-I endorse

the remarks of previous speakers on
the Public Service Review Board that
is currently inquiring into the possibility of the integration of Victoria's two
fire services. I think the inquiry would
be welcomed by most people.
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In recent times. in answer to a
question from me, the Minister said
that a report had been commissioned
by the former Government, had not
yet been acted upon and that funding
for fire services would be considered.
together with the review that was being
undertaken at the time.
Some circumstances need to be considered. The preliminary findings of
the review board should be brought
before the Minister, who should provide an interim report based on those
findings. . That interim report could
then form the discussion document for
those interested in fire services in Victoria. That would give everyone a
chance of discussing the findings of the
review board rather than the Minister
taking it upon himself to put into operation the recommendations of the
board.
There is a vast difference between
the two fire services. Since the Country Fire Authority Act came into operation in 1944, the Country Fire Authority has, through the volunteer system,
provided a magnificent fire service in
country areas. Indeed, it is acknowledged as being the best fire fighting. fire
suppression and fire prevention service
in the world. The people who serve in
the urban and rural brigades have
pride in their wor~.
Recently, I visited Minimay, which
is almost on the South Australian
border and, on behalf of the Coun try
Fire Authority, I handed over a new fire
control unit to the fire brigade.
They lined up the unit they had bought
alongside a 1941 Ford unit which they
had purchased back in time, and that
1941 Ford unit was in magnificent condition. That shows the pride which
these fire people take in their equipment.
I handed over another four-wheeldrive vehicle on behalf of the Country
Fire Authority to the fire brigade
at Myaman. Those two units will be
of great assistance to the volunteer services in those areas in the coming fire
season, which could have serious
aspects to it, the country being so dry.
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I do not think it could be said that to the debate are correct in their
the National Party is criticizing the statement that there is grave concern
professional activities of the Metropoli- over the inquiry that is currently being
tan Fire Brigades Board. That brigade carried out by the Management Condoes a magnificent role in fire protec- sultancy Division of the Public Service
tion ana fire prevention in the city, Board into integration of the Country
but its techniques, needs and equip- Fire Authority and the Metropolitan
ment are completely different from that Fire Brigades Board at the administraof the Country Fire Authority. It places tive and managerial levels.
emphasis on how to control chemicals
I regret, as I believe all honourable
in fire situations and how to use chemimembers
regret, that that concern and
cals in overcoming a fire, It is just as
anxiety
has
arisen. It can fairly be said
important that the officers of the Metrothat
it
has
been through no action
politan Fire Brigades Board understand
their equipment as it is that the volun- of the Government that the situateer people in the Country Fire Author- tion has come about, because from
ity have an understanding of their the very launching of the work pains
have been taken to point out that the
equipment.
Government fully recognizes and highly
The Minister has indicated that he is values the role and the contribution of
interested in examining the cost factor the volunteer services in providing
of the operation of the two services. If country Victoria with fire protection,
there were an integration of the two and was concerned to ensure that that
services into a single fire authority role and contribution are, if anything,
board, the cost factor of the communi- enhanced.
cations system would need to be conI have been greatly surprised by the
sidered. Presently, these two services substance of many of the letters and
have independent radio systems and submissions which have come my way
it would be an enormous cost to instal
country fire brigades, from munia single communication system. Also, from
community groups, and even
many rural fire brigades in recent times cipalities,
individual
putting the view
have upgraded their radio equipment that it was citizens,
the objective of the Governand that would need to be changed.
ment to wind up the volunteer services
Another factor is that in the metro- in the country fire brigades and replace
politan fire brigade service, before a them with a profeSSional, paid, firetruck rolls out of the station three men fighting service. Nothing could be furare needed to operate the service. In ther from the thinking of the Governthe country, a volunteer rolls the unit ment. It is extraordinary that such an
out of the shed and the volunteer interpretation should be placed on what
people lend him assistance when they has after all been an exercise in cost
arrive. They mount the unit, and are containment as much as anything else.
then on their way. It would be diffiI believe no member of this House
cult to bring these services together.
can have failed to feel grave concern
The most positive thing the Minister over the rapid esca'lation of costs
could do would be to have an interim of fire protection services in this
report prepared so that it could become State. We all would have had
from
municipalities
a discussion document for all people representations
the
areas
we
represent,
as well as
in
concerned.
from the insurance industry, both in its
Mr MATHEWS (Minister for Police various components and through its
and Emergency Services) - I acknow- representative bodies, over the way
ledge at this stage of the debate the these increases have taken place. Over
helpful comments and information a four-year period it has increased from
which have been put forward by an aggregate of $50 million to an aggremembers of the National Party. I gate of $105 million. This has reprerecognize that the Deputy Leader of the sented an increase, in the case of the
National Party and other contributors Country Fire Authority, in the order
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of 82 per cent, and in the case of the
Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board an
increase of 121 per cent. Quite clearly
this is a rate of increase that no responsible Government can countenance.
It has been necessary in these circumstances to bring in a body of unassailable professionalism, integrity and impartiality, in the management consultancy services of the Public Service
Board, to look at the possibilities of
elimination of overlap and duplication,
as they may be apparent between the
two organizations and, at the same time,
to review the whole question of how
we pay for fire services in this State.
I should make the point to the House
that this whole exercise has been
carried through in a completely open
manner. Anybody who had a point of
view to express, or information to put
to the Public Service Board, has been
able to do so. There have been general
expressions of satisfaction on the part
of those citizens and groups who had
contact with members of the team as
they moved about the State at the
way in which the contributions have
been received and the obvious interest
of the members of the team, as expressed by the follow-up questions that
were asked.
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Comments have been made and trepidation expressed on what has been
seen by some as a lowering in the morale of the country fire-fighting service,
especially in what is perhaps the most
threatening fire season in living memory.
These expressions of concern have
been drawn to my attention before and, as a result, in recent weeks
I have gone out of my way to
have discussions at a variety of levels
with those persons responsible for bearing the brunt of planning for the coming
fire season, and who will be actively involved in the control and co-ordination
of the fire service throughout the
season.

I have convened for the first time a
meeting of the Disaster Plan Executive,
and, last Saturday night, I had the opportunity of attending the Country Fire
Officers Association dinner and holding
discussions with regional officers who
came to that function from all around
the State. As recently as this morning,
I met with the Chief Fire Officer of the
Country Fire Authority. On each occasion, there has been the opportuni ty
of sounding out the preparedness for
the coming fire season and it has been
a source 'Of reassurance and satisfaction
to me that each of those groups has
been categoric in saying that the State
is fully prepared for the high risks conNevertheless, the whole discussion up fronting it.
to this stage has been coloured by the
Unusually early in the season, the
grave concern, as the Deputy Leader of
authority
has undertaken preparatory
the National Party said, arising from
this completely unfounded belief on the cleaning work in the various municipapart of widespread sections of the com- lities. Equipment is at a high level of
preparedness. It is believed by the
munity in country areas that the object people
to whom I have referred that the
of the exercise was to wind up the organization will be fully equal to the
volunteer components of the Country challenges that will be before it.
Fire Authority.
This afternoon, concern has been exThe honourable member for Lowan pressed about renresentation. The honpointed out that there is no way in ourable member for Midlands made the
the world that any Government in this point that if the representation of volunState, or any combination of other teer firemen were diminished in any
groups within the State, would ever over-all authority or single board that
succeed in footing the bill for profes- might be created to have an overview of
sional fire-fighting services to meet fire services in Victoria, that would be
the needs of country Victoria. The extremely damaging to volunteer morcommunity would be the losers if ale. That point was put powerfully to
volunteer firemen were not to be part the Public Service Board review team
of the fire-fighting services of the State. and it is one of the points the team will
Mr Mathews
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examine in this final report. I expect to
have the final report by the end of the
month. I have seen drafts in the meantime.
There has been some divergence in the
views expressed this afternoon by the
Deputy Leader of the National Party,
who was anxious to settle the matter
quickly, and the honourable member for
Lowan, who was in favour of the production of an interim report that would
form the basis of further discussion. I
am more attracted by the point of view
of the honourable member for Lowan
because, as I said before, I believe
discussion to this point has been
coloured overwhelmingly by a misconception about the object of the exercise.
I am confident that, when the team produces its final report, its sheer objectivity and provision of opportunities for
people to compare options for future
action one with another, will lift discussion to a different plane, where helpful
and constructive contributions can be
made.
As soon as I have the final report, I
intend considering how best to process
further input from all groups and individuals in the State that quite clearly
have something valuable to contribute,
if they can once get past the initial concern about the future of volunteer services. I have pointed out that this
should not be a cause for concern. All
those groups which have help~ul contributions to make and constructIve suggestions to put forward should be able
to do so within the context of the overall picture which the Public Service
Board team report will provide for the
first time.
It is my intention to proceed along
those lines and meet the various
critics who, over the past three
months, have eXTJressed great indignation about the fact that they thought
the board would be hurried and that the
period made available to the board
would be too short. In fact it was a
period the board nominated for the job
rather than one imposed on the board.
If that process can be worked through,
we will all be immeasurably richer for
what has taken place.
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Mr AUSTIN (Ripon)-I have been
very interested in the Minister's comments. Over recent months, he has become fully aware of the concern not
only of the Country Fire Authority but
also of rural people generally on the
matters that have been raised about the
committee of inquiry the Minister has
instigated into the authority and the
Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board. While
the Minister has given certain assurances this evening, I am not certain that
they really satisfiy all the concerns of
the authority and the country people.
I believe the Minister meant what he
said and made a genuine attempt to
explain the current situation. He referred to the matter raised by the honourable member for Midlands, and that
is the point I shall take up.

One of the great concerns of the
authority is that there may be some
overriding body, board, or umbrella
controlling the. fire-fighting services as
such. As has been clearly said before,
the authority is based very much on
the volunteer service and there is a
great morale in that service. What is
more, there is a tremendous trust in
one another and in the whole organization and a tremendous confidence in the
way in which the authority works as a
team and a group yet each brigade
retains its individuality.
The Minister has said tha t he expects
to have the report of the Public Service Board at the end of the month. He
said that also in answer to a question I
raised in the House yesterday. I hope he
will make the report available to the
public because it is very important,
especially if no action is to be taken
immediately. I hope the Minister will
give a further assurance that the report will not be acted on in the coming
fire season and that time will be made
available so that any action will not
occur until next year.
Several times, the Minister has referred to the coming fire season. I
should have thought that a major problem exists in forest areas but, generally
speaking, throughout Victoria and in the
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area in which the Country Fire Author- option of an overview management
ity has its major responsibility, be- board of the two bodies or integration
cause of the drought, there are of the management of the bodies, the
vast areas of natural fire breaks. situation which we 'are 'trying to obviate
I would not have thought a chance at present would exist, namely, the
existed of a recurrence of the major morale of the volunteer fire fighters
grass fires of 1977. In February of that would be completely destroyed.
year,
fires
devastated parts
of
To date, many of the rank and file
Streatham, Cressy and Nerrina. The
Country Fire Authority demonstrated rural fire fighters have not become
its skills and ability; the volunteers active. If the Government presents an
mianaged their own - aircraft and one interim report, either to the P.arliament
realized the tremendous amount of or the fire-fighting organizations, sughum'an skill, time and money devoted gesting some sort of 'amalgation, integration or overv'iew management body,
to the volunteer fire-fighting service.
plenty of discussion will ensue and I
A recent television programme, en- am sure the Govern'ment will receive
titled Nationwide, demonstrated the the largest single response to any issue
lengths to which the volunteer services the Parliament has seen for many
will go to ensure that the community is ye'ars.
aware of their concern. The whole
Over 100 000 volunteer fire fighters
issue has come about because of the
would
immediately respond to the Minerosion of confidence and the concern
by members of the Country Fire Auth- ister and say, "If you want to proceed,
ority that the inquiry into fire-fighting you can run the fire services yourself".
services poses some sort of threat. I I am concerned that a discuss,ion paper
hope the Minister will give time land incorporating those proposals could
due regard to those people who are come forward at the end of October or
deeply involved in 'the future of the early November when fire services are
at the peak of alefltness. This could
magnificent fire-fighting services.
cause serious damage to the fireMr HANN (Rodney)-I am grateful fighting services.
to the Minister for his response to
No divergence of opinion exists 'about
representations made to him by the
honourable member for Lowan and me the need for discussion on the report.
about the concern of constituents, fire I hope any suggestion of an overview
brigades and municipalities with the body or amalgamation is rejected by
current Public Service inquiry into the the Minister once and for all. Once that
Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board and takes place, we can set about improving
provided by these
the Country Fire Authority. The Min- the services
ister 'tried to suggest that a divergence independent bodies. An assurance is
of opinion existed between the honour- sought that the Country Fire Authority
able member for Low'an and me. Th'at will retain its independence.
is not the case; we both agree that
Mr LIEBERMAN (Benambra)-I add
ultimately an interim report may be my concern about the dilemma facing
produced for consideration. I strongly the Country Fire Authority and
reiterate that I seek an early indication volunteer fire fighters. The Minister is
from the Minister that his 'intention is gravely
about the repercusnot to integrate or amalgam,ate the sions of concerned
the
issue.
I go a little further
board and the authority.
than the Deputy Leader of the National
That is the one issue on which urban Party-whose opinion I respect and
and rural fire brigades and the volunteer accept-and urge the Minister to make
fire fighters seek an assurance. The a categorical policy statement in the
Minister has not been prepared to give next few days. The statement should
an unequivocable undertaking either to point out that, although the Governthis ParHament or to the fire fighters. ment respects the efficacy and prinIt alarms me that if the Minister pro- ciples in the report, the Government
duced an interim report suggesting the will not change the essential principles
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of the Country Fire Authority concerning independence and identity and will
ensure that any discussion following an
interim report will be based on those
firm statements of policy. That would
solve the problem and rid us of the
worries and morale problems prevailing
at present. This problem was effectively spelt out by the Deputy Leader
of the National Party.
An alloca'Non of $12 510 is made for
a firearms training subsidy. All honourable members are aware of the controversy during the election campaign
about the ownership 'and control of
guns. I do not want to go into detail
now except to take 'the opportunity of
asking the Minister 'and the Government to develop with gun clubs an
energetic positive campaign of firearm education. Perhaps the firearms
tr.aining subsidy scheme could be used
as a base. I do not know how far the
amount of $12510 will stretch; I suspect it will not be fiar. Will the Minister
enlighten members 'Of the Committee
on how the subsidy is intended to be
used, whether it is a seeding programme and whether further moneys
will be available? Above all, will the
Minister provide det ai1s of an education
programme concerning gun use, ownership and control.
From my experience in the country
- I do not indulge in the sport of
shooting; 1 saw enough of that in the
Army-I know a magnificent band of
well-meaning, responsible citizens enjoy membership of gun clubs. If asked,
1 am sure these members would cooperate and become partners with the
Government in training young Victorians, in particul'ar, in the sensible
use of guns. A training programme
could include gun control and management, safety and accident prevention.
1

From my discussions with members
of gun clubs, particularly when 1 was
Minister for Local Government, 1 discovered that many 'are willing to participate in a positive training programme. If a training programme were
properly supported, 'it would alleviate
the possible concern of some residents
in the Melbourne metropolitan area
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who may have caused members of the
Government to adopt its present policy.
If a training scheme were implemented,
city dwellers would realize that gun
clubs could teach gun users to pursue
their activities healthily, without creating danger or havoc. I ask the Minister
to consider that proposal.
I return to the question of the
Country Fire Authority and ask the
Minister to respond quickly in the way
1 have asked, which would solve many
worries for him also and enable him
to get on with the other pressing
duties which he undoubtedly has. I
have never encountered any serious
criticism of the volunteer members of
the Country Fire Authority by any
citizen. I have only found admiration
for what they do. It is an incredible
body of people who provide a unique
service that is the envy of the world.
As one who lives on the border of
another State, I can assure the Minister and honourable members that if
New South Wales could have what Victoria has, it would be delighted. However, it cannot have such an organization because it is too late; it would
take years to achieve what Victoria
has achieved. We must not allow anything to destroy what we have managed to achieve. It was achieved only
because of a sensible partnership between the Government representing the
people of Victoria, and the volunteers.
The volunteers have worked for Victoria and if they should lose confidence or motivation, this State would
finish up with a highly bureaucratized
fire service which would put the people
of Victoria at risk in times of fire.
Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster)-I am
pleased to be able to say that most
of the electorate that I represent is
serviced by a brand new fire station
in Foote Street, Templestowe, and the
people in the residential part of the
electorate are adequately served. However, I share the anxiety of other
honourable members about· the rural
fire brigade that serves the outer
fringes of the electorate that I represent. It is essential that volunteers be
encouraged. From time to time I hear
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complaints that they are not assisted
as they should be in buying special
equipment and parts of uniforms and
other requirements and I hope that in
years to come, as the budgetary situation of the Government improves, much
more money is spent on the provision
of aids to these volunteers. They do
not necessarily expect to be paid in
cash, but they would like much more
assistance with the things that they
need to do their job properly.
My main concern is the major protection service of our community-the
Police Force. I am sorry that the Minister for Police and Emergency Services is not present. I think he imagines
that, because I sometimes flirt with the
enemy, I am undermining the authority of the Police Force. I have the
greatest respect for the wonderful
officers of the Victoria Police Force.
I believe this State has the best Police
Force of all States. I has a magnificent
commissioner of police.
The CHAIRMAN (Mr Wilton)-Order!
I point out that Division 160 deals
more specifically with the Ministry for
Police and Emergency Services. More
detailed discussion regarding the Police
Force manpower and so forth would
be appropriate under Division 187
which covers salaries, payments and
so forth in relation to the Police Force.
The item under discussion relates more
to the Ministry for Police and Emergency Services rather than the Police
Force.
Mr WILLIAMS-I shall defer my
remarks.
Mr TANNER (Caulfield)-Under the
provision for other services. item 1 I
there is to be a grant to the Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board for an
experimental road accident rescue
vehicle. I am pleased that this initiative of the previous Government is
being continued by the new Government. I have been involved in an incident where I saw the need for such
a rescue vehicle. Some years ago there
was a thumping on my door early one
morning and, on emerging, I found
that in the street one of the garbage
men was hanging from the rear end
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of a garbage vehicle, with his leg
broken and about to be cut off. I immediately telephoned the emergency
services number "000" and reported
the predicament. I was asked which
service I required, the police, the fire
brigade or the ambulance. I asked for
all of them and, in the end, there were
present probably a dozen policemen, a
dozen ambulancemen, a dozen firemen
and about two dozen council workers,
all trying to help the poor gentleman
who, for the next two hours, was on
my back-and he was quite heavy.
That incident conveyed to me the
need for an emergency vehicle in this
State and I hope the experimental
vehicle being considered by the Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board will be a
success and that these vehicles will be
able to be placed in the stations around
the metropolitan area and also in rural
Victoria if finances permit.
I direct the attention of the Minister
to item 2 under Other Services, which
relates to the funding of the Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board. As
honourable members know, there is a
division of funding for the board. The
insurance companies are required to
provide funds; metropolitan councils
are required to provide funds; and the
Government also provides funds. I believe it is completely unfair that people
who take out insurance policies on
their homes are required to fund this
board. People who are concientious
enough to take out insurance on their
homes are penalized by having their
premiums loaded to assist the Government in meeting the costs of the board.
In the interests of fairness to all citizens of the metropolitan area, the Government should meet the total costs of
the board.! ask the Minister to respond
to my comments and advise whether
the Government intends to change the
funding of the Metropolitan Fire
Brigades Board in the foreseeable
future.
The Minister was not in the Chamber
when the Leader of the Opposition was
speaking earlier. The Leader of the
Opposition pointed to item 3 relating
to the Country Fire Authority and item

Appropriation (1982-83. No. 1) Bill

20 October 1982

ASSEMBLY

1257

During an official visit to a shire in
14, relating to firearm training subsidies. Last year both of these items the electorate I represent one councillor
received fundings from trust funds but of a particular political bias suggested
no indication is given in the appro- that amalgamation would be a good
priation document of what was the idea because Victoria would possibly
actual funding provided last year to get a better fire-fighting service if fire
these two areas. I ask the Minister, fighters were paid. My answer was
on behalf of myself and the Leader of that the community would hardly be
the Opposition, to advise the House able to afford that service throughout
of the actual funding given to both country Victoria.
of these subdivisions in previous years
I urge the Minister for Police and
so that honourable members can gain a Emergency Services to show caution
better appreciation of where a funding on this issue. The Country Fire Authorchange has occurred or whether there ity provides a wonderful service, which
has been a change.
the community gets very cheaply. To
The sitting was suspended at 6.19 some people the provision of the voluntary service is their recreation and
p.m. until 8.5 p.m.
sport.
They are prepared to giv~ .up
Mr
REYNOLDS
(Gisborne)-In their week-ends
attend traInIng
speaking on Division 160, dealing with sessions at Fis~ville.to They
money
the Ministry of Police and Emergency for equipment and vehiclesraise
by
holding
Services, I first thank the Minister for cake stalls, entertainment, door ~nocks
the timely assurances he gave to the and a whole range of other activities.
House earlier this evening regarding They
prepared to put in a lot of
the Public Service inquiry and the time are
the volunteer fireto
provide
possibility of the amalgamation of the fighting services. Only
who have
Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board and lived in the country those
and
who
have
the Country Fire Authority.
experienced the efforts of volunteers,
I agree with the honourable member such as the women who help by profor Lowan that the report should be viding cups of tea and lunch when a
available for full and open comment fire is in progress, would realize the
by the community as soon as it is tremendous volunteer organization that
finished. Public comment would soon exists within each community.
put the Minister straight. This is
One point that is not mentioned very
essential, particularly as the Minister often is the fact that, as contact officer
lives in the city and is not fully aware for the local brigade for many years,
of how the Country Fire Authority and as an employer, I paid men to
works in country areas. Any suggestion wo~k for me, and when the fire siren
of a merger which would take away the went they were the first on the truck.
work of the volunteers would result in I often paid their full wages for three
a demonstration on the steps of Parlia- or four days without receiving any
ment House that would make other benefit to my business. I know of hundemonstrations in recent years seem dreds and thousands of businessmen
like a Sunday school picnic! Not only throughout the nation who do the same
would the wrath of the volunteers be -they pay wages to men who go to
shown in the demonstration, but so fight fires.
would that of the people who are proThe honourable member for Ballarat
tected by those volunteers.
interjects that the honourable memb~r
Tremendous fear and trepidation has for Melbourne thinks it is a joke and IS
been expressed in correspondence I laughing about the matter. He .thinks
have received and in discussions I have Victoria ends at the tram termInUs. I
had with various people and organiza- suppose he is entitled not to know
tions, particularly fire brigades and what goes on beyond there.
municipalities, about the fact that
There must be a fairer way of
amalgamation could take some of the
bond and trust that exists with volun- paying for fire-fighting services other
than through the compulsory insurance
teers at the moment.
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levy. I have urged the former Government and now I urge the present Government to endeavour to find a fairer
way. It is all very well to say that
those who are insured should not pay
when they receive the services and that
those who are not insured and have the
misfortune to suffer a fire should then
receive a bill based on so much per
hour for the time of the fire-fighting
service in fighting that fire. That is not
the solution because that person's
neighbours, who may not be insured
either and who may not experience
a fire, will receive the same protection
from the fire-fighting services without
making any contribution.
Of course, one would hope that
everyone will go through a lifetime
without needing the benefit of firefighting services. It would be fairer if
a levy to finance fire-fighting services
was structured through local councils
and rate charges so that property
owners would contribute for those services when they pay their rates.
Mr HANN (Rodney)-Division 187
deals with personnel and support services of the Police Force. I referred
briefly to several matters earlier
which are more applicable to this
division. I spoke of the need for police
vehicles to be provided for police
officers operating one-man police
stations. I mentioned the Tongala police
station where the police officer has to
use his private vehicle. That means
he does not have access to either a
police vehicle or a police radio and
that can create a hazardous situation
when he may be apprehending young
offenders and he is not able to radio
to the nearest police headquarters at
either Echuca or Cobram for the support that may be required. I urge the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services to ensure that all one-man police
stations are supplied with police
vehicles and rallios.
I referred also to the need for an
increased number of police, particularly
in smaller communities, and the desirability of placing police in those communities even though that may mean
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just placing their residences in the
smaller communities while they are
stationed at a larger police sta'tion. I
referred to the township of Leichville,
the community of which has made
representations for a police station and
the township of Lockington, my own
home town, from which community
representations have been made for the
permanent placement of policemen.
Likewise, Barmah is a small community that in summer has a large holiday
population, as it is adjacent to the
Murray River. It does have other problems with a significant aboriginal
population when from time to time
some young aboriginals cause problems.
There is no regular police station in
Barmah. The nearest service is at
Nathalia, some 30 kilometres away.
From time to time when there is trouble
at Barmah, particularly at the hotel
with young offenders smashing doors
and windows and brawling, by the time
the police are called and have arrived
from Nathalia, the offenders have long
since left.
The National Party believes one-man
police stations should continue to be
supported and that these stations
should be increased throughout Victoria rather than the Police Force being centralized, which has been the
policy over the years. I ask the Minister
for Police and Emergency Services to
give careful consideration to that question. The Minister of Public Works,
when shadow spokesman for Police and
Emergency Services, supported oneman police stations and I hope his
colleague will show similar support.
Mr WILLIAMS (Donc1aster)-I am
proud of the Victoria Police Force,
particularly Chief Commissioner Miller,
his deputy, Rod Hall, a most outstanding m1an, land Assistant Commissioner
for Crime, Paul Delianis. These people
remind me very much of the men who
saved Britain in the battle of Britain.
The fight against organized crime in
the community is almost beyond belief
and the apathy of the community towards organized crime greatly saddens
me. Most people do not believe it
exists.
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The same apathy occurred prior to
the second world war when Wins ton
Churchill persistently warned the people
of Britain what would happen if they
did not fight the Nazis and it was
almost too late when Churchill took
control and Britain fought the Nazis.
The same applies with organized
crime. If this cancer is not fought and
all resources put into the hands of
the police. it will not be long before
Australia is like Cuba and other places
where revolution has to occur in order
to get rid of gangsters. I do not wish
that to happen.
The report of the Police Force says
that, in a Parliamentary democracy
which believes in the rule of law, it
is a function of the police to uphold
the law in the interests of society. No
one is above the law. It does not
matter whether the person in question
is a senior Minister in the Cain Government; everyone must obey the law.
Any policeman or member of Parliament, any jud~e or barrister or any
other person who believes he may disobey the law of the country creates
havoc for our cherished democracy.
Quite rightly, the Police Force points
out that in providing a wide range of
services to the community the police
and the community are one. The police
act for all in society when discharging
their duties and it is imperative for the
Police Force to have the co-operation
and support of the community. Any
policeman who forfeits the respect of
the community does his own career
great harm and does the community
great harm. The overwhelming majority
of policemen and women are persons
of absolute dedication and integrity.
From time to time, like all in society,
some fall from their pedestals.
From time to time, I have remarked
on such squads as licencing, gaming
and vice. Regretfully, some people, including members of the Police Force,
believe so long as people are silly
enough to gamble at illegal casinos,
are silly enough to go to St Kilda and
cavort with women in massage parlors
and are silly enough to do other things,
they do so at their own risk.
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Mr MeCuteheon-They call that tension relief.
Mr WILLIAMS-I am not talking
about that.
Mr Stirling-Are you speaking from
your own experience?
Mr WILLIAMS-I am not. The Police
Force reports says that the Licensing,
Gaming and Vice Squad are required
to police areas that are publicly and
politically sensitive and I emphasize the
words, "Politically sensitive". No doubt,
when one reads the articles by former
Detective Inspector Beck in Sydney
of "Becks Raiders" one is seriously
alarmed at the political influences gamblers had in Sydney. People like Abe
Saffron were able to get Beck moved
from Darlinghurst and completely
sabotaged his ability to deal with organized crime and gambling in the Kings
Cross area. In dealing with the Licensing, Gaming and Vice Squad, the
annual report of the Victoria Police for
1981 stated:
The squad aims to suppress and reduce the
incidence of licensing, gaming and vice offences,
however, legislative deficiencies do not prevent
visiting prostitution services, massage parlours
and a growth of the problem which the legislation was originally designed to eradicate.

It was extremely sad to read that staff

difficulties were experienced through
internal investigations, transfers and
low morale. Why should there be low
morale in the Licensing, Gaming and
Vice Squad?
Mr Gavin-It was your Government.
Mr WILLIAMS-Iam not excusing
whoever caused the problem. It serves
no purpose if the political masters of
the Police Force will not back them up
100 per cent.
I was upset to hear the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services in th1is
House defend Mr Van Moorst. I do not
consider that Van Moorst is a representative of law and order and I will not
stand in this place to defend anybody
who 'is anti-police. No member of the
Labor Party should support anyone in
the Labor Party ranks, supporters, or
adherents, fellow travellers or whatever,
denigrating the pol'ice.
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Mr Remington-What about Silvester?
Mr WILLIAMS-I said a moment
ago that we all fall from grace. I was
irritated at Fred Silvester's temporary
loss of memory. Fred Silvester knows
extremely well the hundred business
criminals who are in secret files, many
of whom ought to have been prosecuted
five years ago.
The CHAIRMAN (Mr Wilton)-Order!
Will the honourable member for Doncaster indicate to which item he is
speaking in the Bill?
Mr WILLIAMS-I am speaking
generally to item 107. Perhaps the
Clerks at the table could tell me which
item deals with the Bureau of Criminal
Intelligence.
Superintendent Silvester was once
head of the Bureau of Criminal Intelligence. It was constructed in January
1980 as an integral part of the 'investigation of organized crime. Its duties include encouraging the subm'ission of
information about criminal activities and
other matters of police interest. It maintains and ensures security of criminal
intelligence records. I have every reason
to believe that they are the best records
in Austral'ia and many people would be
on those records. It is the bureau's duty
to overtly and covertly collect intelligence about criminal activities, particularly organized crime. Despite people
saying that organized cr'ime does not
exist in this country, the Bureau of
Criminal Intelligence has considerable
knowledge of organized crime and
knows who are the organized criminals.
From time to time, when his memory
is at its best, Superindendent Silvester
is not loathe to speak about the extraordinary difficulties he faced in getting
a prosecution lodged against the "Mr
Bigs" of organized crime.
There is no doubt that the police,
from the Chief Commissioner, Mr Miller,
down, are thoroughly exasperated by the
inability to sheet home prosecutions to·
the "Mr Bigs" of organized crime. Regrettably, police powers have remained
substantially unchanged since the 1930s.
Organized crime, especially since the
1950s, has become a multi-mlillion dollar
enterprise and, in my experience, a subs'idiary of the American Mafia.
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Mr Fogarty-You were in Government for 27 years.
Mr WILLIAMS-I do not care who
was in Government. It is now 1982 and
Victoria has a Labor Government. The
police should be aided in their efforts to
bring professional and career criminals
to book. We need a highly educated
public. I agree that emphasis should be
placed on civil liberties and I do not
want to run around making false accusations against innocent people. In
answer to the interjections, I indicate
if the House is patient I will substantiate
my allegations. I will try to enlighten
the sceptics such as the honourable
members for Melbourne and Sunshine.
I do not need to enlighten the Minister
of Public Works because he has considerable knowledge of organized crime. In
the years of the Government of which
I was proud to assist and be a supporter,
the Minister of Public Works spent
years carrying out a super-snoop job
that destroyed public confidence in the
Government I supported.
The CHAIRMAN (Mr Wilton)-Order~
I direct the honourable member for Doncaster to relate his remarks to Division
187, which relates specifically to the
finances being provided for the operation
of the Victoria Police.
Mr WILLIAMS-I am endeavouring
to persuade you, Mr Chairman, that the
police have no greater responsibility
than combating organized crime. I have
grave doubts about whether enough
money is being put into the Estimates
for organized crime. Organ'ized crime
has been described by Mr Costigan as
the structure of an organized crime
syndicate which included most of those
people identified as major crim'inals in
Australia. He has identified five parts
of the organized crime structure. The
first is the investor who provides the
hidden capital and employs enforcers
from the Federated Ship Painters and
Dockers Union of Australia to guard
against double crossers, who take
millions. If one double crosses the Mr
Bigs, one soon finds oneself with a bullet
in the head. I am fascinated at the way
in which the Mr Bigs never ring me
directly.
Mr Hann-You were romanticizing.
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Mr WILLIAMS-They ring people
associated with me and ask whether I
realize a person is irrationalizing and
The CHAIRMAN-Order! I ask the
honourable member to return to Division
187.
Mr WIl.LIAMS-I seek your guidance, Mr Chairman, on whether I can
speak about organized crime as it is a
major function of the Police Department.
I take it that the Bureau of Criminal
Intelligence is included in the entry for
salaries and allowances of $227 000 for
1982.
I am an unusual Opposi1'ion member.
I am trying to persuade the Government
to increase the expenditure of salaries
and allowances so that more people will
be engaged in the Bureau of Criminal
Intelligence to ferret out people engaged
in organized crime. The second structure
of organized crime is the use of servicing
agents. They are financiers through
which organ;ized criminal schemes are
able to launder money overseas. One has
only to read the newspapers to realize
that money is laundered overseas.
One m'ay buy a meat works and sell
the meat for cost. Better still, one could
substitute good meat for second-grade
meat or kangaroo meat.
The CHAIRMAN (Mr Wilton)-I am
finding difficulty in relating the honourable member's remarks to Division 187.
Division 187 is the section of the
Budget which provides funds for the
payment of salaries and various other
items listed for the Victoria Police
Force. That does not relate to the processing of meat or the meat 'industry
in general. I ask the honourable member to come back to the division.
Mr WILLIAMS-With respect, I am
trying to persuade the Committee to
increase the police vote and I am
explaining why this is necessary.
The third tier of 'Organized crime is
composed of the lawyers. Criminal
lawyers .are not restricted by considerations of honesty, integrity and principles in the discharge of their legal
duties. In my opinion, organized crime
wbuld not be nearly the danger that it
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is in this country but for some of the
criminal lawyers who aid and 'abet the
criminals.
The fourth tier of organized crime
consists of the criminal promoters.
They devise and market criminal
schemes. Criminal promoters may be
sophistiC'ated gentlemen with offices at
the top of Collins Street. They can be
promoters of tax avoidance, hijacking.
arson, conspiracy, the importing and
selling of drugs and the financing of
prostitution. Some honourable members
would be aware that one "Mr Big" was
the owner of a number of m'assage
parlours.
At the bottom of the 'Organized crime
structure are the criminals. They are
the ones who execute the crimes and
are expendable.
The CHAIRMAN-Order! The honourable member has 2 minutes to return
to Division 187.
Mr WILLIAMS-I must persuade the
Committee that the City of Melbourne
must not earn the mantle of the organized crime capital of Australia; that has
been well earned by Sydney. There is
no doubt that corruption of both police
and politicians exists in the State
capital of New South Wales. One can
recall the recent sacking of the Deputy
Police Commissioner, Mr Bill AlIen.
The CHAIRMAN-Order! The honourable member is definitely out of
order. This division affects the Victoria
Police Force. I ask the hon'Ourable
member to confine his remarks to that
area.
Mr WILLIAMS-With respect, I have
asked questions on notice in this
session of Parliament, ,and the answers
are incorporated in Hansard. They
clearly indicate a liaison between the
Victoria and New South Wales police
forces in the Donald McKay murder. I
hope I will be allowed to speak .about
the unsolved murder of JU'anita Nielsen
-another murder that created public
disquiet about organized crime in New
South Wales.
The CHAIRMAN-Order! The honourable member is out of order in
referring to matters that occurred in
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New South Wales and which are not
the responsibility of the Victerian
Government, or any of its departments.
Mr WILLIAMS-With respect, organized crime knows no boundaries.
The CHAIRMAN-Order! The Victorian Government has a definite
boundary-the State of Victoria. The
honourable member's time has new
expired.
Mr NORRIS (Noble Park)-Early in
his speech, the honourable member for
Doncaster mentioned the famous words
of Winston Churchill-"Never in the
field of human conflict was so much
'Owed to so many by so few" -in reference t'O the Victoria Pelice Ferce, and
I agree with him entirely. Anybody who
has read the report prepared by Chief
Cemmissioner Miller would agree with
those words. The people of Victoria
have a fine Police Force and we should
be grateful for it.
I should like to refer to items 3 and
4 under the heading, "Other Services".
Item 3 relaites to drug use in the driving
population and item 4 to drug addicts
and criminolegy studies. The number of
people who drive cars while under the
influence of marijuana is disquieting. I
am sure honourable members would be
as surprised as I am to come across
respectable members of this society
who continually smoke marijuana and
think nothing of it; it 'is simply part of
their lives.
I am extremely pleased to see that
an inquiry is being cenducted inte the
use 'Of drugs in the driving population
because one dilemma that is faced is
how 'One picks someone who is smlashed
out of their mind on marijuana in the
·driver's seat of a c'ar. There 'are some
di'squiemng statistics in Chief C'Ommissiener Miller's report about drugs.
More than 6000 drug offences were
detected in this State last year. That is
an increase of 35'9 per cent on the
previous year. They ,are frightening
statistics. More than 3000 of those
people were charged with drug 'Offences,
which was an increase of 50 per cent
.on the previous year.
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Drug offences involving children
under the age of seventeen years
deubled during the year reported by
Chief Commissioner M'iller. I am concerned with alcohol, which is the
greatest drug of all in our society, but
honDurable members must be mindful
also of other hideous drugs, such as
heroin and marijuana, which I also
place in that category. Some people
classify the use 'Of marijuana as a fact
of life, but I regard it as a terrifying
drug because the actions of people
under the influence of marijuana, particularly when driving cars, cause a
great cost t'O s'ociety.
I support the remarks of the honourable member for Doncaster about the
fine Pelice Force in this State, 'and I
am pleased to know that studies are
being conducted on the subject of drug
use in the driving population.
Mr TANNER (Caulfield)-I should
like to join with other speakers in this
debate in congratulating the Victoria
Police Force, espedally for its work
over the past decade in attacking the
road toll which has brought tragedy to
so many Victorians. The Police FDrce
has played a major rele in reducing the
road toll in Victoria, and part of the
reason for that has been the manner in
which members of the Police Force
carry out their duties by showing the
public that they 'are there te help them
rather than persecute them.
I should like t'O refer to the item
reI-atling '1'0 motor vehicles and the
replacement cost and purchase of new
vehicles. The provisi'On in the Budget
for the next financial year does not
keep pace with inflation as cempared
with the all'Ocation previded last year.
The Government promised it would provide the Victeria Police Force with 240
new vehicles equipped with air conditioning. The ·allocation in this Budget
will provide only 40 of those vehicles.
When the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services was a member of
the former Opposition, he was extremely interested in police matters. I
would be grateful if he would advise
the House whether only 40 extra police
cars with air conditioning are to be
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provided and whether the Government
intends to fulfil its promise of an extra
240 air-conditioned police cars. The
allocation in the Budget for radio,
photographic, scientific and training
equipment and materials does not keep
pace with the rate of inflation. The
report of Colonel Sir Eric St Johnston
into the Police Force more than ten
years ago pointed out that an increase
in police numbers was not the sole
answer to Victoria's problem. That
report indicated that policemen need
more equipment.
During the last Parliament, members
of the Australian Labor Party in Opposition consistently thundered that the
former Government should not merely
increase police numbers but should also
increase radio and other equipment
necessary to enable members of the
force to fulfil their duties. Mr Chairman, you would be aware that the
police-to-population ratio has improved
over the past ten years from 1 to 730
to 1 to 490. Nevertheless, now that the
Labor Party is in Government, it has
a chance to put into practice its words
of past years. It has not done so 'and
the amount allocated for police equipment does not keep pace with inflation.
Will the Minister advise the House
whether in the coming years the Government anticipates providing more
equipment for the police?
For the benefit of honourable members, who do not have the figures in
front of them, I point out that this
financial year the Police Department
must find 14·08 million for pay-roll tax.
I shall transfer that to the community
context. If private companies are required to pay this sort of amount in
pay-roll tax-and they are-what sort
of inhibiting effect does this have on
the employment rate in Victoria?
The arson investigation project, and
expenses concerning drug use in the
driving population and drug addicts
and criminology studies are provided
with estimates for the 1982-83 financial year. However, the Bill does not
give any indication of the amounts
allocated for this purpose in the previous financial year. On two occasions
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in the debate I have asked the Minister at the table to advise the expenditure in the previous year for
certain areas. The Ministers have not
responded to that request. Nevertheless, I again ask the Minister to inform
the House of the expenditure in this
area last year. This is the only way by
which members can gain an appreciation of whether a variation has taken
place in the amount allocated last year
and the amount estimated to be spent
in the current financial year.
Drug use in the population and drug
addicts and criminology studies were
matters on which I spoke several times
in the previous Parliament. Like the
honourable member for Noble Park, I
am concerned at the extent of drug
addiction in our society. It is most
important that authorities have a better appreciation of what is happening
in the community with drug 'addiction.
Police have informed me that breaking and enterings, due to drug. addicts
requiring money to feed their habit,
have increased. I applaud the initiative
whereby further moneys have been
allocated for the investigation of drug
abuse and increased effort seems to
be required in this area.
This brings me to a matter which
I have previously raised with the Minister for Police and Emergency Services
and his predecessor. I refer to a community anti-crime campaign. An officer
of the Crime Prevention Bureau visited
me and advised that the bureau has
a broader campaign that encompasses
a fight against crime. I have often
espoused that a publicity programme
should be launched involving all the
media-including television-to inform
the population that the police are there
to protect them and to help to fight
against crime.
I understand from the officers of the
Crime Prevention Bureau that it has a
programme which encompasses this
area, as well as other matters. It is
anticipated that such a programme
would cost $125000 over two years.
A programme such as this-run along
the lines of the Life: Be in It programme of the Department of Youth,
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Sport and Recreation-could be marketed in other States and around the
world. The costs of the programme
could be recouped not only through
the prevention of crime but also
through money received from interstate and overseas from marketing the
programme package. Will the Minister
for Community Welfare Services who
is now at the table, advise whether
the community anti-crime programme
of the Crime Prevention Bureau receives an allocation in the Budget?
It is also important to point out the
"musical chairs" which is taking place
in the House during the debate on the
Budget. I realize that Ministers cannot
sit in the House continually throughout
the long debate. Nevertheless, another
Minister is now sitting at the table
and I hope the Minister for Community
Welf.are Services will still be in the
House when the allocation for the
Department of Community Welfare
Services is discussed.
Mr DICKINSON (South Barwon)With regard to administrative expenses,
I am rather disturbed to hear from
the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services that no priority can be given
to upgrading facilities in the BelmontGrovedale area. That community has a
growing population and it is disturbing
to hear of the number of hit-and-run
accidents, breakings and enterings and
pilferings from building sites that is
taking place because of a lack of police
presence in the area.
Honourable members will be aware
that the main highway to the coast
passes through the Belmont area. During the Christmas season-which is the
height of the holiday seasonthousands of tourists, including many
young people, travel to Torquay and
outlying areas. Whenever police have
to be called to a disturbance in those
areas, they must travel a long distance.
I urge the Minister to give urgent
consideration to the call by the City
of South Barwon for the prompt upgrading of facilities in the BelmontGrovedale area because a large community of retired and elderly people
are fearful for their safety.
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During my door-knock campaign
prior to the election, I was surprised
to see the number of German Shepherd
dogs locked in houses during the day
for protection. I am sure the home
owners did not need protection from
politicians knocking on the door!
Many people in Geelong have fear for
their safety and the area has a growing
population of unemployed.
It goes without saying that people
without work are sometimes people
who have to look for the opportunity
of finding the wherewithall to survive.
I draw to the attention of the Minister the urgent need for increased
police activity in the Geelong area. It
disturbs me that the Corio area is given
preference over a densely-populated
area such as the Highton-BelmontGrovedale area.
Mr A. T. EVANS (Ballarat North)I direct the attention of the Government
to the way in which it initially planned
to spend unnecessary money that could
be reallocated for greater benefit to
provide police protection in the city
area of Ballarat. Recently, it was announced that the Police Department intended to take over a building in Victoria Street, Ballarat, which is now occupied by the Western Highway road
patrol. It is an essential service on the
highway because it watches for speeding motorists and attempts to reduce
the road toll. The patrol will be relocated approximately 3 miles away in
Sebastopol in a disused Motor Registration Branch office. This is a backward step. Police should be on call
and in a handy location to the highway.
The purpose of vacating the building is to set up a forensic laboratory
in Ballarat. This is totally unnecessary
because the Ballarat College of Advanced Education already has a laboratory that could handle all of the matters
which the· new police laboratory will
handle. There is no need for duplication in this area. Approximately twelve
months ago, the Ballarat College of
Advanced Education offered its existing facilities to the Police Department
but the offer was declined.
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To everyone's surprise, it has now
announced that it wants the building
and that the highway patrol must leave
and move to a new location three miles
away. This is a waste of public money
because it should use the laboratory
facilities that already exist in Ballarat.
The money that would be saved as
a result could be used to provide police
protection.
Mrs TONER (Minister for Community
Welfare Services) -On a point of order,
the honourable member for Ballarat
North, instead of speaking on salaries
and payments, is discussing works and
services; therefore, I ask that you, Mr
Chairman, address yourself to that
point.
Mr A. T. EVANS (Ballarat North)On the point of order, with respect to
the Chair, I ask the Minister for Community Welfare Services to study the
document in front of her because the
work force and the Police Force will
have to be increased to man the new
laboratory. It is as simple as that so
she should look again.
The CHAIRMAN (Mr WiIton)-Order!
I do not uphold the point of order. I
have been listening to the honourable
member for Ballarat North carefully
and I can see that the matter is extremely close to the works and services
area; however, the matter also involves
the policy of the department and the
stationing of personnel, which comes
under the heading of salaries, allowancies and so on.
Mr A. T. EVANS-Thank you, Mr
Chairman. Will the Minister for Community Welfare Services convey to the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services, who should be in the Chamber
when honourable members are discussing such an important matter as law
and order in this State, the proposal
that the money that would be saved
by not causing unnecessary duplication
of Government services could be made
available to establish a new police service in Wendouree and Sebastopol.
Mr SALTIUARSH (Wantirna)-I join
with a number of other honourable
members who have spoken on Division
187 in commending the Victoria Police
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for what generally is regarded as an
outstanding service by a talented group
of officers. There have been a number
of significant developments over the
past few years, in particular, in the past
year or so, which have been highlighted
in the report for 1980-81 that has
been presented to the Parliament by the
Chief Commissioner.
I shall highlight one or two areas
that are significant for future development and expansion. The first is in
community policing. As a result of an
extremely important part of the programme that has been undertaken,
especially at Frankston, where approximately thirteen police personnel are
now placed in a community policing
enterprise, there has been quite a remarkable breakthrough in better community relations in a difficult area that
involves a large number of unemployed
young people.
Traditionally, Frankston has been
faced with a range of problems that
have arisen because of perhaps poor
socio-economic backgrounds and other
factors. The community policing programme is attempting to bring together
various youth workers, community
workers and community leaders to understand the role of the police in crime
prevention and the role of the community in self-help. The programme
was initially instigated in Britain, has
now been expanded in Victoria and it
is hoped will be expanded further in
the current Budget and in future
Budgets. I understand that, as a result
of the programme, this work will be
creating new dimensions for community
co-operation and community poliCing.
The second area is crime overall.
There has been an increase-as honourable members are aware-during
1980-81 but there were also some encouraging trends. For example, the
number of armed robbery offences decreased by 8·1 per cent and it is the
first time there has been a drop in this
type of offence for about eight years.
The Police Force has dealt with violent
crimes more effectively by about 5 per
cent over the past year. Again, all
honourable members must sincerely
trust that such an important trend will
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be maintained. However. grave concern
is felt by many people in the suburbs,
certainly those in the electorate I represent, about whether a dramatic increase
in the number of house burglaries will
occur. Frequently, these burglaries are
carried out during the day, as has been
mentioned by other honourable members. Possibly young people in search
of "quick" cash or goods that may be
sold quickly to provide money for drug
addictions. Far fewer police resources
are available to cope with ordinary
home burglaries, because of the greater
demand that is generally being placed
on the Police Force to combat serious
crime. The lack of Police has therefore
become serious.
The English man's home is his castle,
certainly, the Australian family feels
the same way about its home. It is very
disquietening for personnel in the
family to come home after work to
find their house burgled.
Mrs Toner-They are people. n'Dt
personnel.
Mr SALTMARSH-They are people.
but they are also personnel. It is disquietening for these people to discover
that now the police have apparently
been instructed that such offences as
house burglaries will be recorded but
no investigation will be carried out.
Increasingly the community must be
concerned by such an action. If our
environment is to be safe and secure,
more police resources will have to be
made available for ensuring follow-up
in order to prevent the increasing problem of house burglaries.
In the past year another development,
which I trust will be expanded, is the
establishment of the major crime squad.
This is as a result of an amalgamation of the consorting and breaking
squads and has led again to a concentration of work on some of the more
serious aspects of what may be called
organized crime in Victoria. The squad
has had some considerable success in
solving some of the major crime problems and bringing effective prosecutions
against people involved in serious
<=rimes.
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However. there is growing concern
because arson is one of the real growth
areas in crime right now. I am glad
that the arson investigation project
has been given an allocation, but that
allocation is only $24 100, which is
small potatoes, and will not make a
great contribution in helping to understand and combat what has become a
large-scale criminal activity. The number of reported cases of arson has
increased dramatically in the past year
or so and it is clear that arson involves organized crime. Often, a person
is engaged specifically for the purpose
of burning down a building, which may
be old and is heavily insured, so that
the owners can collect considerable
sums of insurance moneys, which they
can then invest in other activities.
Some of these crimes involve amounts
as great as :$20 million or $40 million.
The seriousness of the situation lies
in the fact that every person who
takes out an insurance policy on his
or her property is forced to pay considerably increased premiums because
of the enormous pay-outs insurance
comoanies are forced to make as a
result of arson.
I have been informed by the police
that they do not have sufficient
resources to deal with the problem.
There are certainly not enough motor
vehicles for members of the Arson
Squad and I urge the Minister to take
account of the fact that there is a
need for a dramatic increase in the
resources being made available to the
Arson Squad.
A few weeks ago, the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services-whom
I reiterate is not present and I regret
that he is not~following a report in
one of the daily papers about the inadequacies of support staff available
to the Bureau of Criminal Investigation, 'm1ade a grandiose announcement
in the House to the effect that he
would make additional staff available
immediately. To the best of my knowledge,as late as last week, the additional staff had not been appointed.
Perhaps that is because of the normal
delay involved in the procedures to
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be followed through the Public Service Board and so on, but the fact
is that an urgent need was highlighted
so that a more effective response
could be made by the Bureau of Criminal Investigation. At this stage, the
members of the bureau are required
to type their own reports, instead of
being able to go out and do the work
for which they have been trained, for
which they are being paid and which
the community expects them to undertake. I ask the Minister to make a
response as soon -as possible and to
explain why the additional staff have
not yet been made available to support
the members of the Bureau of Criminal
Investigation.
I again commend the Victoria Police
Force on the work it does. As more
resources are provided, the morale and
effectiveness of the force will increase
and the community will feel safer
because of their work.
Mr EBERY (Midlands)-The first
comment I make in dealing with
Division 187 concerns the difficulties
members of the Police Force have in
carrying out their responsibilities,
which they do in a most admirable
fashion. At times, there is enormous
criticism about police activities. It
seems to me that one of the greatest
areas of difficulty concerns public relations. Some citizens will not accept
a person who is charged with the
responsibility of carrying out the functions that are needed to ensure that
the average Victorian can live his life
normally and carry out his day-to-day
activities without harassment from a
small, unlawful section of the community.
Police responsibilities are a very
complex issue. One of the biggest
problems is that the police are responsible for dealing with infringements
involving motor cars. In my view, it
might be possible to have some other
section of the Public Service carrying
out those duties. That would be of
great assistance to the image of the
Police Force. Of course, under the
system of common law followed in this
country, a person is innocent until
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proven guilty, and that creates particular difficulties in charges arising
from demonstrations or traffic infringements. A person charged with a traffic
infringement may believe he is innocent, but the only opportunity he has
of putting his case is to go to court
and, unfortunately, going to court may
involve him in the payment of greater
amounts than would be payable if onthe-spot fines were paid. If it were not
necessary for police officers to deal
with traffic offences, their public relations would be greatly improved. It
is in this area that most people object
to police involvement and that, of
necessity, has an effect on the way
in which police are regarded when they
carry out their other responsibilities.
Another area that is damaging to
the image of the Police Force occurs
as a result of demonstrations. Recently,
members of the Unemployed Workers
Union invaded the Melbourne Club and
they accused the police of using strongarm tactics to evict them. I am not a
member of the Melbourne Club, but
any person whose private property is
invaded would have an understandable
reaction.
The CHAIRMAN (Mr Wllton)--Order!
I point out ,to the honourable member
that it would not be in order for him
to go into a detailed debate on this
matter, which is, I understand, the
subject of a court action. I ask the
honourable member to return to the
division before the Committee.
Mr EBERY-Mr Chairman, I was
using the incident to illustrate my argument for the need to better utilize the
funds allocated under Division 187. If
the funds allocated to the Police Force
were used more satisfactorily, the community in general would benefit accordingly. The Government should give the
police its support, as should the general
pUblic. On a number of occasions in the
television media, I have watched coverages of demonstrations that have taken
place in which the cameras have zoomed
in, giving the general public the impression that police have used force far
beyond the general requirements. That
sort of coverage gives the general pub-
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lic the view that the police are acting
outside reasonable expectations. Until
the Government and the general public
realize the importance of the Police
Force in Victoria and that it is essential
for Victoria, the people of Victoria will
continually have to pay the price for the
small number of people in the community who give that sort of impression.
I appeal to the Minister to ensure
that police public relations are improved,
so that the people of Victoria will receive full benefit from the allocation
of funds under Division 187.
Mr BROWN (Western port)-Th e
singular point I wish to raise is the
undertaking that was given by the Labor
Party, when in Opposition, that upon
it taking office 1000 new police would
be provided for Victoria. I regret most
sincerely that this promise, like other
promises that were given when the
Labor Party was in Opposition, will not
be honoured.
On Thursday night of last week, Mr
Bruce Reid, from another place, and I
were taken on a tour of Melbourne by
officers of the Victoria Police Force. I
should like to thank the Minister for
agreeing to arrange for us to partake in
that tour. My eyes were certainly opened
in relation to the problems confronting the police in this State. It was an
invaluable exoerience for me and my
colleague to be taken to places that
certainly highlight the problems the
police have to confront day and night in
this State. I was enlightened on the
problems of drug abuse, particularly
by young people; prostitution, especially
amongst teenagers, which is a distressing situation; and youth homelessness,
which is a problem that I did not envisage was as widespread as it is.
The resources of the police in this
State are stretched to capacity, particularly through illness of some officers.
On any given occasion, the Police Force
never has a full complement of officers
available for duties that need to be
undertaken. The promise given by the
Government to provide an extra 1000
police was good and, indeed, I support
the thought. However, I should like to
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ask the Minister at the table, the Minister of Consumer Affairs-like other
members of the Opposition, I, too, regret
that the responsible Minister, the Minister for Police and Emergency Services,
is not at the table-to explain what is
the situation with regard to that promise and when the 1000 extra police
will be made available.
Mr Norris-Three hundred and thirtyfour this year.
Mr BROWN-The honourable member interjects and says that this year
there will be an extra 334 police.
The CHAIRMAN (Mr Wilton)-Order!
I direct the honourable member for
Westernport to ignore interjections, as
they are disorderly.
Mr BROWN-The Government has
reneged on its promise that it will provide 1000 police and now, the honourable member for Noble Park says
334 extra police will be provided this
year. This barely makes up for the police
who, through reaching retirement age
or through illness, have had to leave the
force. Indeed, during the past four
weeks, in the electorate I represent,
two police officers retired unexpectedly,
at an early age.
I ask the Minister at the table to tell
the House what will be the net increase
expected this year. On behalf of the
Opposition, I claim it is far short of the
1000 police that the Government originally promised it would provide.
Honourable members interjecting.
The CHAIRMAN (Mr Wilton)-Order!
I can assure honourable members that
they will be provided with ample time in
which to address the House.
Mr BROWN-I should also like 'an
explanation, and perhaps an undertaking, from the Government as to what
the situation is at present, and whether
334 extra police will be provided this
year. I do not believe it, but if I am
wrong, please let me know tonight and
let the people of Victoria know.
Mr Crabb--You are wrong.
Mr BROWN-The Minister of Transport says, by interjection, that I am
wrong. I hope I am wrong, and I should
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like the Minister for Police and Emergency Services or the Minister at the
table, who is handling the debate, to
inform the Opposition and the community what the net increase will be.
Mr Crabb--An extra 334 police.
Mr BROWN-Again, there is an interjection that there will be an increase of
334 police. I t is now on record as an
interjection that 334 police will be provided. At the end of this financial year,
the Opposition will tally up the number
of police employed 'in 'addition to the
existing number ,and, in 12 months'
time it can ascertain whether an additional 334 police have been appointed.
Even if the number is provided, it
will still be a disgrace because it will
be far short of the number promised.
However, it is an increase and I would
be pleased to see that come about.
A further point I raise relates to the
secretarial assistance that has been
given to the force in recent years. It
is only common sense to provide assistance to members of the force by appOinting additional secretarial staff.
Again, in the electorate I representand this would be synonymous with the
situation in most electorates in Victoria-there is a real shortage of people
who are available to carry out mundane duties such as typing, answering
the telephone and so on. It is true that
it does not require a fully trained and
competent police officer to carry out
those sorts of duties. It is only economics that, for the same amount is
paid to a fully trained officer to carry
out those duties, two persons of secretarial status could be employed.
Several questions need to be answered. It must be clear now how many
people will be appointed in that capacity,
to do secretarial work in this State,
and I should like the Minister to indicate throughout which areas of Victoria these additional people will be
dispersed. I should like to know whether,
like most things the Government has
done, that will occur only in Melbourne
or whether we, in the country, will be
lucky enough to acquire a few of these
additional people. There is a crying need
for two extra secretarial staff in the
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Westernport electorate, and two would
be the minimum required. I notice the
Minister at the table is indicating that
he is prepared to give us a guide to do
that.
Mr Spyker-Well,the Liberal Government had 27 years in which to do so.
Mr BROWN-I do not claim credit
for having been here for 27 years because I have only been a member of
Parliament for three years. However, unlike the Government, I have
undertaken and kept every promise I
have given. I have not said to people
that I would give them 1000 extra police
when I do not plan to do so. That is exactly what the Government has done
and it cannot claim any credit for that
sort of action.
I should like the Minister at the table,
in the absence of his colleague, the Minister of Police and Emergency Services,
who is responsible in this area, to inform
the House tonight whether the Government will rectify the present situation in which, as I have indicated, I claim
no pride. It must be 'acknowledge that
great gains have been made in this
State are in relation to the number of
additional police employed over the
past four years and in the number of
secretarial staff that have been made
available to assist the police.
Mr WILLIAMS (Donc·aster)-I should
like to speak about the inadequacy of
the allocation made with regard to expenses on drug use in the driving population, which is $24 600 and the allocation
made for drug addicts and criminology
study, which is $5464. I have been unable to find the Estimates relating to the
Drug Squad and, even if the members of that squad were paid $20 000
each, there would not be $500000
in salaries for members of the squad.
The increase in detected drug offences
between 1980 and 1981 is appallingin 1980 a total of 4545 offences and
in 1981 a total of 6175 offences. The
number of offences relating to Indian
hemp increased from 3647 to 4621 and
the number of cases related to heroin
from 596 to 717. I criticize the Minister
of Health for his answer to a question
when I endeavoured to find out the
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number of marijuana smokers in the
Victorian community. He said the figures were not available. If he had
consulted properly with his officers, he
would know that an Age survey showed
that there are about 300 000 marijuana
smokers in Victoria, and 5000 out of
300 000 is not a large proportion.
Mrs Toner-Are you one of them?
Mr WILLIAMS-I am not a pot
smoker. In. Victoria, there are about
50 000 heroin addicts and a trivial 770
cases of heroin addiction were detected
in 1981, together with 79 cases of
morphine addiction and 43 cases related
to the dreadful drug cocaine. That is
scratching the surface; it is the tip
of the iceberg in combating the drug
trade.
I have an extract from Hansard of
the Federal Senate of 8 September
1982 where Senator Messner asked a
,question of the Minister for Administrative Services. The answer given to
the question was:
It would seem to be an important aspect of
organized crime, based on overseas ex.perience,
that to ensure its survival and growth, organized crime elements seek to infiltrate or influence legitimate business and public activities.
Dr Alfred McCoy, lecturer at the University
of New South Wales, referred, in his book Drug
Traflic-Narootics and Organized Crime in
A ustralia, to a number of disturbing instances
of close relationships between organized crime
figures and influential politicians in recent
decades.

The undermanned Victoria Police, with
a handful of people and a miserable
financial allocation, are expected to
combat the "Mr Bigs" of organized
crime in drugs, people who are multimillionaires and who are associating
with knights of the realm, members of
Parliament and people of that ilk.
Mrs Toner-Who is in charge of the
matter in the Federal Government?
Mr WILLlAMS-I am not concerned
with the Federal Government; I am
concerned with the Victoria Police
under the Cain Government. The Minister for Administrative Services went
()n to say-The CHAIRMAN (Mr Wnton)-Order!
I was prepared to allow the honourable
member to make a passing reference
to what was said in the Commonwealth
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Parliament or to what may be referred
to in the other States. However, the
honourable gentleman will now come
back specifically to the item being debated by the Committee relating to the
Victoria Police.
Mr WILLIAMS-Iam endeavouring
to substantiate how evil the drug trade
is. A secret report is held by Federal
authorities on extensive inquiries made
into the activities of three knights of
the realm.
The CHAIRMAN-Order! The honourable member for Doncaster will come
back specifically to the operations of
the Victoria Police.
Mr WILLIAMS-With respect, Mr
Chairman, I am endeavouring to tell
the House that a special team of police
drawn from New South Wales and Victoria compiled what is called the Blue
Book. They operated from secret headquarters in Sydney and, with the assistance of a Commonwealth Police inspector, Mr Peter Lamb, compiled the
Blue Book which contains the names
of organized crime figures and persons
suspected of being associated with
them. It is a horrifying story of cooperation between the drug trade and
people running some of Australia'S top
businesses.
It is interesting that the Federal
officer in charge of this matter has
recently been transferred to Los
Angeles where he is a member of the
Australian task force investigating links
The CHAIRMAN-Order! The honourable member for Doncaster indicated that some Victorian police were
involved in a combined operation with
some New South Wales police. However, I think he is stretching' the bow
a little when he begins talking about
people being transferred to Los Angeles.
The honourable gentleman will come
back to the Victoria Police and relate
his remarks to the allocation of funds
for the payment of salaries and services.
Mr A. T. EVANS (Ballarat North)On a point of order, Mr Chairman, I
was listening carefully to the honourable member for Doncaster and I
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understood that his reference was to an
officer of the Victoria Police who had
been sent to the United States of
America to investigate certain aspects
of the crimes to which the honourable
member was referring. I understood
that the officer concerned was still on
the pay-roll of the Victoria Police.
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Mr WILLIAMS-If 'the Minister does
not know about the crooks in Pentridge, it is time she found out. Many
of the crooks in Pentridge are there
because of their involvement in this
evil drug trade.
Mr THOMPSON (Leader of the Opposition) -Provision has been made in the
The CHAIRMAN-Order! There is no Budget for the appointment of some
point of order. The honourable member 300 additional policemen; I think the
for Doncaster has 2 minutes.
exact number is 334. A substantial
number of those-more than 140-will
Mr WILLIAMS (Doncaster)-With come in an indirect way. As I recall,
deep respect, Mr Chairman, I inform the undertaking of the Premier at elecyou that the Deputy Commissioner of tion time was that 1000 additional
Police, Mr Fred Silvester, is still a police officers would be appointed and
Victorian policeman. To the best of my -and I stress the word "and"-police
knowledge, he is the head of the Aus- engaged in clerical duties would be
tralian Bureau of Criminal Intelligence, relieved by the appointment of clerical
and it is part of the activity of that staff to enable them to take a more
bureau to keep track of those knights active part in regular police work.
of the realm who associate with gang- That sounded fine. Undoubtedly it imsters in the United States of America pressed the electorate. It certainly imand with top politicians in this coun- pressed the Police Force and those
try. It is a scandal and a disgrace to associated with it. Now, however, the
this country that some of our top two promises have been telescoped
politicians can plead publicly ignorance and the additional police are to come
that they are associated with organized partly from the appointment of clerical
crime.
staff. The additional clerical staff are
not to be in addition to the appointment
Mrs Toner-Who are you talking of 1000 extra police; they have become
about?
part of the exercise.
Mr WILLIAMS-It is clear from
It is interesting to note the way in
evidence given to me that a number of which it is expressed in the Budget
policemen in Melbourne know these Papers. Some 160-odd clerical staff are
organized criminals very well. Some of to be appointed, and that will have the
effect of releasing 140 pOlice officers
them are titled gentlemen.
for active police work. The Opposition
Mrs Toner-Who are they?
does not argue against the principle
of encouraging members of the Police
Mr WILLIAMS-I do not have to Force who are young and physically
say.
fit to be available for normal police
work instead of bashing typewriters.
Mrs Toner-You do.
That is sound common sense, but that
Mr WILLIAMS-The Minister's col- is not what was said prior to the elecleagues in the Federal Parliament have tion. The Opposition would like an
explanation from the Minister for
revealed some of the names.
Police and Emergency Services.
The CHAIRMAN (Mr Wilton)-The
There are a number of items 'also
Minister is out of order and will cease
under the heading of "Police and
interjecting.
Emergency Services", which I should
Mr WILLIAMS-The Minister for draw to the attention of the Minister.
Community Welfare Services is well For example in the current financial
year, the expenditure for books and
aware of the names.
publications bas been reduced by
Mrs Toner-If you know, I don't.
$83000. That is 'a substantial reduction
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in one year. One wonders which publications are being eliminated 'in order to
save $83000. The Opposition is not
against the principle of trying to
eliminate waste and unnecessary publications; but the Committee should be
entitled to an explanation from the
Minister on how $83 000 is being s'aved
in the one year in that area.
Item 4 of Division 187 under the
heading of "General Expenses" provides
for 4·386 million to be spent on postal
and telephone expenses. Tb-at represents a substantial increase on the
figure of $3·58 million provided for the
previous year. In other words, there is
an increase of $800 000 in expenditure
in this 'area. Telecom charges rose
recently, but the increase for postal
and telephone expenses appears to be
an excessive rise in expenditure for one
year.
Under item 24 of Division 187 the
contribution to the Central Fingerprint
Bureau, Sydney, was $72000 last year,
and this ye'ar the contribution has risen
to $160000. In other words, the alloc'ation has risen nearly two-and-a-half
fold. A lot of fingerprinting has been
done at the Central Fingerprint Bureau,
Sydney. However, the Opposition w,ants
to know whether two-and-a-half times
the amount of fingerprint work will be
done this year or whether the 'allocation
is purely a means of helping the Wran
Government out of its financial crisis.
Item 26 shows an allocation of
$10 000 for burials this year. Last year
the allocation was $9977. This item bas
appeared in the Estimates from year to
year, but I suggest to the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services that it
could be included under a general
heading. Members of the Police Force
probably take a close interest in the
Estim'ates dealing with expenditure in
the police area, and it probably does
not give them great heart to note that
$10 000 bas been set aside for the
burial in the forthcoming financial year
of policemen who are so far living;
in other words, police officers who are
l'iving 'at present but who might be
buried during the course of the year.
The Opposition suggests that that is an
Mr Thompson
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item that may be tactfully placed under
a general heading of contingency in the
future.
The allocation for pay-roll tax has
been increased from $10·8 million last
year to $14 million this year. I know
that in the national accounts section,
the expenditure by State Government
departments on pay-roll1'ax is eliminated in order to have an effective
comparison of recurrent expenditure as
between the various State Governments. However, it 'is listed here, and
it is desirable that it should be listed,
as showing a considerable rise, despite
the increase in police s'alaries last year.
The Minister should give a personal
explanation on why the increase is so
large.
At the bottom of page 26, under item
3, Other Services, there is listed an
expenditure of $24 000 for expenses for
the arson investigation project; expenses of $24 000 for drug use in the
driving population and expenses of
$5464 for drug 'addicts and criminology
study. However, in the column for the
1981-82 payments there is only an
asterisk, with a foot-note which informs the reader that in the previous
financial year these activities were
financed from trust funds. As I have
said before, it is extremely confusing
and difficult to try to work out increases in expenditure from one year
to another if one finds in the column
for the previous financial year an
asterisk that merely tells the reader
that expenditure in the previous financi'al year was derived from trust
funds. Obviously this cannot be corrected in the Appropriation (1982-83,
No. I) Bill.
However, the Opposition believes the
Government, through the Treasury,
should provide honourable members
who have spoken on the various subdivisions of 'the Bill with details of
trust fund expenditure in the ye'ar
1981-82 so tbat a proper comparison
can be made wUh expenditure in the
year 1982-83.
As I indicated, I was amazed that
this information was not provided in
the first place. After repeated requests
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to the Treasury, the Opposition was
given details in block form of the splitup of trust fund expenditure as between
the V'arious Government departments.
H'Owever, honourable members have
not been provided with the details of
the expenditure within the departments for last year and that is what
the Oppositrion is seeking.
The inform'ation provided to the Mrinister f'Or Police and Emergency Services
by the Treasurer would no d'Oubt enable
him to give the Opposition the appropriate figures for those columns tonight
so that a true comparis'On could be
made. However, to save the Opposition
repea'ting requests for this information
on 'a daily basis, it W'Ould be far preferable if· the Treasurer would provide a
detailed statement, indicating not 'Only
the split-up 'Of trust fund expenditure
for this year as between the departments, which he has finally done after
repeated requests, but also the split-up
of trust fund expenditure within the
departments f'Or last year. This inf'Ormation has not yet been provided.
Mrs
PATRICK
(Brighton)-The
Brighton police station is in urgent
need of additional staff. It is 'Of grave
concern t'O note that the additional
police promised have not been provided. Every month there areapproxima tely 65 to 70 house breakings in
Brighton. Those house breakings are a
matter of grave concern to the residents of Brighton, many of whom are
elderly and live alone. They are
frightened to leave their homes and
they are worried about their possessions. I know, from talking to members
of the Police Force in Brighton, that
the house breakings are a matter of
concern. The Brighton police station
needs the appointment of at least one
extra member of the Police Force, and
preferably more.
Brighton is a bayside suburb and
during the summer months there is a
need for continual police surveillance
of the beach front, where the Motor
Boating Squad performs an excellent
task.
Each year in Brighton the opening
ceremony for Operati'On Salamander is
held. I wish to take this opportunity to
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commend the Police Force on this
wonderful operation. The opening ceremony commences fa't the Brighton police
station. Operation Salamander is the
commencement of surveillance work
right down the Peninsula, which
ensures that holiday crowds are able
to enjoy themselves in safety and
peace and in 'an orderly m'anner. The
Dog Squad, the Motor Boat Squad and
members of the mounted police provide an impressive opening ceremony.
Following the opening ceremonies of
previous occasions, I was lucky enough
to travel in ,a helicopter on one occasion
and a light a eropl'ane on another
occasion to the Barwon district on the
other side of the Peninsula, where a
simlilar opening ceremony is held.
The residents of Brighton are
proud of the terrific work that the
Police Force performs in that 'area.
The area could do with more police
patrolling. Sometimes at Brighton the
police cadets patrol the streets as part
of their training, but that is only now
and then. I call upon the Government
to reassess its attitude towards increasing the numbers in the Police
Force.
People feel secure when they know
that police car~ are patrolling an area.
It is important in inner metropolitan
suburbs for people to be able to walk
the streets in comparative safety.
People have been mugged in Brighton
in the day time as well as in the evening. People should be able to use public transport at night, at least at dusk,
and be able to walk to their homes
in safety. If young people know that
police are around, this is a deterrent to
their breaking into houses.
I understand from the police that
housebreaking in the Brighton area is
being carried out by young people who
come by the car load from other suburbs. They park in a street, watch what
is happening, and then when the opportunity occurs break into a house. People
not only lose their possessions when
this occurs, but it also makes them feel
unsafe. I am lucky enough not to have
been in that position, but I understand
from people whose houses have been
burgled, that they feel uncomfortable,
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uncertain in their homes, and they have
a nasty feeling someone has been in
their house, been through their drawers
and their cupboards, and often have
taken possessions which have been
handed down from generation to generation.
I had occasion to go over to Asling
Street, Brighton, where the police keep
the jewellery that has been recovered
from housebreakings. Most of this
jewellery had been melted down and
there were only bits and pieces. However, the jewellery that is melted down
has meant a great deal to its previous
owners.
I strongly urge the Government to
reconsider the allocation to the Police
Force and to consider recruiting more
police. I particularly urge that the
Brighton area be allocated at least one
more officer, and if possible two or
three, so that people are assured that
when they telephone the police station
for assistance there will be a police
officer available to come to their house
and investigate the robbery or whatever.
Mr IHLEIN (Sandringham)-I wish
to raise the matter of police numbers,
to which the honourable member for
Brighton has just referred. Like the
honourable member for Brighton, the
electorate I represent comes within the
"u" district. The chief superintendent
for the "un district headquarters is
Chief Superintendent Holmberg.
Mrs Patrick-I did not mention his
name.
Mr IHLE.IN-I am not disputing what
the honourable member for Brighton
said. I have had a number of discussions with Chief Superintendent Holmberg. He is very happy to have discussions with members from all parties.
I found him very co-operative, and I
wish to put on record some of the
matters that have been achieved in the
area to indicate that the Government is
moving in the right direction.
Firstly, Operation Salamander will
be conducted again this year. Secondly, the Sandringham police station
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is now becoming a full and continuous 24-hour police station. This
was not achieved by the former member of this area. Thirdly, the Cheltenham police station is becoming a 24hour police station due to extra staff
allocated by the new Labor Government in Victoria. Fourthly, as a result
of representations from the President
of the Highett Chamber of Commerce,
Mr Alex Gow, prior to the last election,
additional police have been allocated
and patrols have been increased in the
Highett area. I am pleased to be able
to record that since the election patrols
in the area have been increased.
There is a problem in the Sandringham area with a group calling itself
the "Sandy Boys". Vandalism that has
been occurring at the Sandringham
railway station has been investigated
by police patrols and the police at
Sandringham.
The measures announced in the
Budget to increase the strength of the
Police Force, coupled with the very
effective work being done at "U"
district headquarters to allow two
of the local police stations to go
on full and continuous 24-hour service and to allow extra police to patrol
the shopping centre, are of major importance.
I inform the honourable member for
Brighton that if she were to have further discussions with Chief Superintendent Holmberg, she may achieve the
same results for the area she represents.
Mr REYNOLDS (Gisborne)-There
are a few matters that I wish to mention which concern me greatly. Firstly,
a lot has been heard from the Government about providing extra police. From
my information, rather than there being
189 new recruits, 143 police are being
transferred from office work. These
police are already in the employment
of the Police Force, and in reality there
will be an increase of only 191 new
police. The Government promised 500
additional police in the first year, and
a balance of 1000 over the next two
years.
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I have picked up a few other sleight
of hand tricks in this Budget. In Division 187-2, item 19-motor vehiclesreplacemen t cost and purchase of new
vehicles-there is an allocation of
$2·389 million, which is less than a 10
per cent increase. In the Budget speech
the Treasurer said that the police were
to receive 40 new air-conditioned
vehicles. The Police Force has been pro- '
vided with new vehicles every year,
but under this Budget I would say the
force will receive fewer new vehicles
than it did under the previous Government.
Item 23, radio, photographic, scientific and training equipment and materials, has an allocation of $2·5 million.
In this 'day and age that allocation
should be increased because of the
technology being used by criminals.
The pay-roll tax to be paid by the
Police Force will amount to $3·271
million more than was paid last year.
Where is that money coming from and
where is it going? Of course State
Treasury is paying the wages, and to
whom does the Police Force pay payroll tax-State Treasury! It is coming
out of one pocket and into the other.
In reality, police spending has been
decreased because more than $3
million of the allocation is for payroll tax. The Government is almost
showing a profit on the whole deal.
Another area of concern is the transfer of prisoners, search parties and
traffic school, for which a miserable
$170000 has been allocated.
I can understand that the transport
of prisoners is fairly expensive, as is
the cost of organizing search parties. I
beJiieve those who get lost in the bush
should be charged when a search is
instituted. On many occasions people go
on adventures into the bush, hills, gullies
and valleys and get lost and the community has to pay the huge expense of
finding them. People should not be
allowed to go 'into these areas unless
properly prepared and they should have
some obUgation to pay for a search to
recover them.
The traffic school is a very important
section of pol'ice functions. Young people
need to learn the road rules and how to
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handle a motor car before they get out
on to the road. As I say, a miserable
~$170 000 has been allocated for the
transport of prisoners, search parties
and the traffic school. What can one
expect from a miserable Government
that could not run a pie stall?
I notice that 40 new police cars are
to be provided. Some time ago I made a
request on behalf of the police constable
at Riddells Creek for the provision of a
police car. He is now using his own
private car, which everyone for 100
miles around recognizes. It is wearing
out. A police car should be provided
for the police constable. I know he will
thank me for making this plea on his
behalf the next time I drive too fast
through the town!
Another matter of a local nature is the
provision of a 24-hour police station at
Sunbury. The ne'ighbouring township of
Melton has a 24-hour police station, as
does Avondale Heights. Sunbury, which
has a population of around 13 000, is
without police surveillance from 11 p.m.
until 7 a.m. or 8 a.m. the next day. In
addition, police officers at Sunbury have
to spend the last hour of the evening
shift taking the guns and money out of
the safe and delivering them to Melton,
and then must drive to Melton next
morning to pick them up. Even if there
!s only $10 in the safe they have to take
It and the guns out of a fairly safe
safe, ,take them to Melton to be locked
up for the night and then drive back
next morning to pick them up. This is
a waste of time and resources. Something should be done to overcome this
problem.
A relocatable building was erected at
the Sunbury police station to house
additional staff, but no additional staff
has been appointed and the building is
not used. I notice that the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services is not
here to listen to my remarks, but I hope
he will investigate the matter to ensure
that proper use is made of this building.
Police stations in the area I represent
have maintenance problems, particularly
at Malmsbury. Additional funds should
be provided for the maintenance of
police stations and police residences.
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Mr McGRATH (Lowan)-I wish to from the Receptor Research Institute
make a couple of comments about in California but I emphasize to the
police activities, and refer in particular Minister for Police and Emergency
to Division 187 which provides an allo- Services and the Government that the
cation of $227675000 for salaries and Minister should follow that through to
see how the programme has developed
allowances.
because this is a very real problem.
A recent exercise has been comThe police can easily detect drivers
menced in Horsham so that a policeman is on beat duty in the main driving under the influence of alcohol
street. Horsham is on the main inter- but there does not seem to be a way of
state highway, so having a policeman detecting those persons who are driving
on beat duty provides personal contact under the influence of marijuana. The
not only with the local community but Minister should ascertain whether some
also with the people who are travelling device is avaHable to enable the police
through the city on their way from to apprehend people whom they suspect
Melbourne ,to Adelaide. I have made con- of driving under the 'influence of drugs,
versation with the constable on beat and if they are found to be under the
duty and believe that the general com- influence, the appropriate steps should
munity appreciates being able to con- be taken to bring the offenders before
verse with the police on a regular basis. the court and have their driving licences
cancelled. People who drive under the
Contact between the police and the influence of drugs are dangerous to the
public allows the police to be on driving public.
the look-out for shoplifters or any
person who may be committing a minor
Mr SALTMARSH {Wantirna)-During
offence. Having a policeman on beat the Budget debate tonight, many Minduty provides security to the people as isters have sat at the table and none
they 'move through the main street. It has responded to any points raised. I
also inspires a great deal of respect for wish to know whether there will be any
the police in maintaining law and order. response from Ministers or whether Ministers require all honourable members
Under the heading "Other Services", who have spoken so far to repeat their
item 3 relates to drug use in the driving speeches and raise those same points
popUlation; and item 4 to drug addicts again to obtain Ministerial response.
and criminology study. The funds
allocated for expenses under those two
Mr Cathie-That is tedious repetition.
items total approximately $30000.
Mr SALTMARSH-If there is no
The honourable member for Noble response from Ministers, there will be
Park talked about detecting drivers who tedious repetition. Numerically, the elecare under the influence of marijuana. torate that I represent is. the largest in
On 24 March 1981, I asked a question in the State. It is one of the fastest growthe House of the then Minister for Police ing areas. It al~o has a severe shortage
and Emergency Services. I asked of police personnel. I am surprised that
whether he was aware of a marijuana the Minister of Transport, who repdetection device for use by law enforce- resents the electorate of Knox, has not
ment officers that was being developed raised these matters in the debate beby a research team at the Receptor cause of the tremendous concern in the
Research Institute in Glendale, Cali- Knox community about the grave infornia. I also asked if his department adequacy of policy staffing and allocahad called for more specific details.
tions in the area. Other than Fern Tree
At that stage the Minister for Police Gully, there is no effective 24-hour poland Emergency Services said that his ice station operating. The electorate is
attention had not been drawn to this experiencing an increasing number of
research but he would obtain the infor- burglaries and many temptations and
mation as quickly as possible. I am not problems are faCing young people. Local
sure what information was obta'ined government, the Police Force and the
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community are concerned. Immediate
attention should be given to providing
additional police personnel in Knox.
Rowville and Scoresby are new developing areas and similar conc~rns are
being expressed by the commumty. Recently, a severe brawl broke out at .an
hotel and it took six hours for the Pohce
Force to arrive. In the meantime, a number of people were seriously injured and
the damage done was unbelievable. This
indicates the problem of insufficient
police resources.
Prior to the election, the Labor Party
made the extraordinary claim that it
would provide 1000 extra police in Victoria, 500 in the first year of office and
the remainder over the next two years
of office. The Police Training Academy
is in the electorate that I represent
and I am aware of the problems of training police and the additional accommodation that is required to accommodate
classes that will not be available for
at least another twelve months. The
academy needs extra residential accommodation and classrooms and other
teaching facilities. There is no possible
way in which an extra 500 police can
be provided in the first twelve months
of office of the Government. That claim
is laughable. The capacity of the training facilities at present cannot provide
that many extra police.
The Government has stated also that
it will make a change in the allocation
of duties of police officers and that it
will provide secretarial assistance to
many police stations. I support this aim,
but I am concerned whether the change
will mean that policemen on lighter
duties who are no longer able to continue heavier work because of constitutional or other work-related stress problems and who are able to perform lighter
duties such as secretarial work now
have limited opportunities within the
Police Force. I am concerned whether
those policemen will have to retire from
the force if they are not able to fill secretarial or light duties positions.
Because of the problems I have mentioned, there will only be a small increase in the number of police carrying
out full duties this year rather than
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the undertaking given by the Government for 500 extra police. On the
Budget figures alone, that number is
reduced to 334. With the change in
policy to provide secretarial assistance,
the number of actual extra police will
be reduced further to approximately
130, and this is without taking into
account whatever additional and unexpected wastage will occur throughout
the year. Under the present policy of
the Government, there is no possible
way in which the required numbers of
police can be provided despite the
enormous community demand. It is
clear from the Budget documents that
the Government has not taken sufficient
notice of community demand.
Even with an additional personnel of
100 in total in the electorate that I
represent, there will still be a vast
shortage of police personnel, especially
in the newer areas and insufficient
police to cope with problems arising
as the electorate expands.
Another aspect to which I refer is the
increasing concern of the community
about the ineffectiveness of prosecutions being brought against significant
persons involved in organized crime.
Despite the best work undertaken
through criminal intelligence, the effectiveness of the Police Force is limited
by the lack of social and community
response to enable prosecutions. The
Government needs to give much greater
co-operation and encouragement to
support effective prosecutions of major
criminals.
I ask the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services to comment on
what the Government proposes to do to
ensure that greater support is given
to criminal in telligence and the Police
Force in this work. Without that assurance and without community support,
so much of the work being done at
present will be wasted and the community will be poorer for it.
YOUTH, SPORT AND RECREATION
Mr BROWN
(Westernport)-The
name of the Department of Youth, Sport
and Recreation should be changed to the
Department of Sport and Recreation because the provision of funds for youth
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in this State is totally inadequate. The
only steps the Government has taken
are long and quick ones. I regret that
youth in this State are not been considered. The mention of a grant last
week was the only significant step the
Government has taken in six months to
assist youth. In the announcement of the
grant, the Minister indicated that the
juvenile crime rate in some localities of
Melbourne is increasing alarmingly. The
police report that 82 per cent of crimes
on the Mornington Peninsula are committed by children between the ages of
twelve and fifteen years. It is an indictment on our society that 82 per cent
of crimes in any area are carried out
by children between those ages. The
Government has not provided 1 cent
extra for youth on the Mornington
Peninsula, which is the highest area of
need. That fact is beyond dispute. A
major problem exists in the City of
Frankston.
The second problem area in regard to
youth is in the Latrobe Valley. Not one
office of employment in the Latrobe
Valley shares 1 cent of the distribution
of the fund announced last week. Not
one youth worker presently employed
in the Latrobe Valley is already receiving Government assistance from that
fund. I notice that the Minister of Housing has become quiet and meek. The
Government has made only one announcement in six months about youth
affairs. It was a good announcement
that was made last week, but why did
the Government not direct it to where
it is primarily needed. The first area in
which it is needed is the Mornington
Peninsula and the second area is the
Latrobe Valley.
I was not intending to deal with the
promise of what would be established
at Carrum in this debate, but as the
Minister of Housing has given the
entre, I feel I ·must at least cover it in
part. I have visited marginal electorates,
such as the Carrum electorate, but it is
only on the basis of considering what
was promised by the Labor Party when
in Opposition and what is now being delivered. When in Government, the
Liberal Party promised to estabHsh a
$6 million project at Carrum known as
Mr Brown
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the State water sports centre. After six
months, the present Government, which
promised to do everythi~g for everyo~e
in this State, has been lYIng low on thls
major project. I have said, and -am still
saying, that the Government has abandoned the project. I am trying to force
the Government into a corner on this
matter. I would be happy to hear that
I have been successful if the Government will now indicate that it will continue with the project. It will receive
the wrath of the Opposition if it is not
providing the $6 million project, but we
are waiting-The CHAIRMAN (Mr Wilton)-Order!
The Minister for Youth, Sport and Recreation, who is interjecting, will have
ample opportunity to reply to the remarks being made. Will the honourable
member for Westernport indicate to me
under what heading the particular
matter to which he is referring is listed?
Mr BROWN-It is the first item under
Division 270 relating to salaries. The report commissioned by the former Government, which the present Government
should be taking notice of, was carried
out by salaried staff of the Department
of Youth, Sport and Recreation on
where the project should be placed. I
am dealing with salaries of the staff in
the Ministry.
The CHAIRMAN-Order! I remind
the honourable member that the matter
of salaries and payments may well
cover the commissioning of reports, but
the establishment of buildings, institutions or facilities flowing from those
reports would be covered under works
and services, not this item.
Mr BROWN-On that basis, I will
confine my remarks solely to the report.
The report, which was commissioned by
the Minister's own staff, clearly indicated without equivocation that Carrum
was the only site in this State that they
would recommend of those investigated.
The Minister agreed, and yet in media
reports of today and yesterday, the
Minister is quoted, maybe incorrectly,
although he will have a chance to correct it, as saying that he is now pressing
for Geelong. The report I read this
morning indicated that he welcomed
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residents of Geelong and was looking
to the chamber of commerce and other
interested parties to approach the
Ministry and indicate why the project
should be based in Geelong.
If there are valid reasons why his
staff were wrong in the report given
to the former Minister, which is now
in the hands of the present Minister, I
am prepared to be enlightened. Anyone
can make a mistake, but I am yet to
understand, after having visited the area,
why the report was wrong. In reading
the report, one sees that Carrum is the
suitable site from nearly every aspect.
On the basis of cost. Carrum was the
preferable site and on the basis of every
user organization that had been identified. Carrum was the choice.
I do not wish to pursue the matter
as I have only 20 minutes and there is
so much wrong with the Bill that I do
not want to be sidetracked. I conclude
by saying that if there are valid reasons
for this major complex now being
located in Geelong, the Opposition is
prepared to listen objectively to the
situation. From my own research and
consideration of available documentation. it is beyond question that Carrum
is the appropriate site. The Opposition
is saying that if in Government it would
have had the project in train by now.
The CHAIRMAN (Mr Wilton)Order! The honourable member for
Prahran is out of his place. He knows it
is disorderly to be interjecting from out
of place. I remind the honourable member for Westernport again that it is
not in order to project his remarks to
what is required to be established in
some part of the State. That is a matter
which will be covered fully when the
Committee deals with the Works and
Services Appropriation Bill. It is not
in order for him to extend his remarks
on the report.
Mr BROWN-It is my understanding
that the staff under the present purview of the Minister is still recommending Carrum. The Minister of
Housing is making an indication and
I am pleased to note that the $6 million
project will be proceeding soon. although it will cost considerably more
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at this time. I welcome that indication
from the Minister for Youth, Sport and
Recreation and take it that an announcement will be made within the next
couple of days. I am disillusioned that
an effective monetary increase has not
taken place within the Department of
Youth, Sport and Recrea~ion. this ye~r.
Youth, sport and recreatIon IS a major
portfolio, which is essential to the wellbeing of the community. The fact that
expenditure is being cut back in real
terms depresses me as the shadow Minister. It must be more depressing for the
people involved who have to cope with
less money this year. I have already
said that the funding for this department is extremely rubbery. I am pleased
that the Minister for Youth, Sport and
Recreation is at the table and can
respond to my remarks.
In a previous debate, I pointed out
that the funding for the department this
year is a Treasury vote made on the
basis of an estimate of the turnover of
the various forms of gaming in Victoria. If the estimates of receipt for
gaming are not reached, the. amou!1t of
funding the department receIves wIll be
cut back accordingly. I am pleased to
hear-by interjection-that that is incorrect. My understanding is that this
is totally correct and the increase is 6
per cent. I am aghast that a senior
Minister of the standing of the Minister
for Youth, Sport and Recreation is prepared to accept the cutback in funding
for his department.
Another area of concern is the problems experienced by youth in ou~ <:ommunity. Last week the shadow Mmlster
for Police and Emergency Services and
I went on a night tour of Melbourne.
We centred our tour on the St Kilda
area. One reads alarming media reports
and sees statistics quoted about the
number of young people forced to sl~ep
out at night. One also reads alarmmg
reports of the numbers of young children involved in prostitution. The situation is such that no honourable member
can do anything but hang his head in
shame.
I discovered that the situation reported by the media exists. Although the
Liberal Party was the Government for
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27 years and initiated some programmes
to alleviate the situation, it did not do
enough. It is clearly evident to me that
the former Government did not do
enough. Rather than making one announcement of minor consequence in
the six months in which it has been in
office, the Labor Government must turn
its attention to this problem. The Government has not allocated sufficient resources to the main areas of need. The
Government must address itself to the
problems of youth homelessness. The
Government must admit that the situation is bad and act aceordingly. As with
the "Save Carrum Scheme", the Government must turn its attention to the
problems of youth homelessness.
Last week I saw many children who
were obviously out for the night with
nowhere to sleep. I saw children as
young as twelve years of age offering
themselves for prostitution. The Opposition will support the Government in any
measure it takes to rectify this odious
situation. The Liberal Government introduced the Drugs, Poisons and Controlled
Substances Bill, which has still not been
enacted.
Mr Miller-The Bill introduced by
the Liberal Government was dreadful.
Mr BROWN-Honourable members
should note the interjection. The Bill
represented the only attempt in the past
28 years to try to do something for
children with drug-related problems.
The Bill sought to impose harsh ~nal
ties for drug pushers and the establshment of rehabilitation facilities. All the
honourable member for Prahran can say
is that the Bill was dreadful. The Government should give an illustration of a
better Bill. The Government has been in
office for six months and has done
nothing to alleviate the suffering of children in these circumstances.
The Minister's Office of Youth Affairs
does not have a clue about the future.
Ma:ny times I have pointed out that the
Minister wants to jettison the Office of
Youth Affairs to any other Ministry
which will take it. I am pleased to see
that the Minister has pen in hand and
notepaper on the table; honourable members opposite want an answer tonight.
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The Minister seems to indicate that the
Office of Youth Affairs is safe and will
not be jettisoned to any other department.
Mr Trezise-What are you talking
about?
Mr BROWN-I am talking about the
Office of Youth Affairs being transferred
to the Department of the Premier or
the Department of Community Welfare
Services, neither of which would be
acceptable to me. The Office of Youth
Affairs is in the right Ministry now.
Youth affairs has the benefit of a fulltime Minister for Youth, Sport and
Recreation and he should be the best
advocate for youth this State has ever
seen.
I have raised in this House several
times the problem of a staff member in
the Berwick region who does not have
access to a motor vehicle all the time. I
have spent a considerable amount of
time trying to solve this minor problem;
the problem is minor in so far as it
would take only a few thousand dollars
to solve. However, try as I might, I am
unable to receive an assurance that a
motor vehicle will be provided for an
officer of the Minister's department. I
have asked questions without notice and
have been involved in a considerable
amount of correspondence. Although
the staff are trying to rectify the sit':lation, the officer must use a push bIke
to do his job.
As the allocation for the department
has not been increased in real terms,
the regional consultant in the· Ber~ick
area will still be without a motor vehIcle.
I also refer to the Tattersall's organization. I do not have shares in the organization and I would hate to own an
agency at this stage.
The CHAIRMAN (Mr Wilton)Order! I am finding it difficult to relate
the remarks of the honourable member
about Tattersall's to Division 270 concerning youth, sport and recreation.
Mr BROWN-I understood that,
amongst many other things, the Minister
is responsible for gaming and that a
heavy proportion of funding for the
Ministry is derived from the source
which I quote!
Mr Trezise-Wrong again!
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Mr BROWN-One cannot be right
all the time! When the Minister interjected during the earlier debate to say
that I was wrong, he had to eat humble
pie and admit that I was right!
The CHAIRMAN-The
member has 1 minute.

honourable

Mr BROWN-The successful Life:
Be in It campaign, which is one of the
most successful programmes instituted
by the department, does not receive any
indication that it will continue. The previous Minister for Youth, Sport and Recreation was renowned for the projects
in which he was involved. Will the Minister advise whether the Life: Be in It
programme will continue? The Bill is
not specific on that issue and, on my
interpretation, does not state whether
an increase in real terms will take place.
I understand that the Government has
placed the equestrian centre on the list
of elite sports and that eight sports
have been placed on the list. Apparently
cutbacks have been made on secretarial
assistance and I should like to discover
whether that is correct.
The CHAIRMAN (Mr Wilton)Order! The time for me to report progress under Sessional Orders has
arrived.
Progress was reported.
The SPEAKER (the Hon. C. T.
Edmunds)-The time appointed by
Sessional Orders for me to interrupt
business has now arrived.
On the motion of Mr TREZISE (Minister for Youth, Sport and Recreation),
the sitting was continued.
The House went into Committee for
the further consideration of this Bill.
Discussion was resumed of clause 2
(Application of moneys)
Mr McGRATU (Lowan)-I should
briefly comment on Division 270, which
deals with the allocation for Youth,
Sport and Recreation. Under item 2.,
the allocation for pay-roll tax in 198182 is $69246 and yet the estimate for
this financial year 1982-83 is $111 000
-an enormous increase. An explanation
Session 1982-47
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is needed from the Minister for Youth,
Sport and Recreation as to whether an
increase in the payment of salaries has
brought about such a significant increase
in the amount of pay-roll tax to be paid
by the Department of Youth, Sport and
Recreation.
The allocation for the State Sports
Council is $7000. I recall the setting
up of the State Sports Council by the
former Minister for Youth, Sport and
Recreation, Mr Dixon. It was hoped
that the follow-up would be that
regional sports assemblies that would
be established to give various regions
the opportunity of having an input into
the sports facilities and programmes
that are required and for them to be
co-ordinated under the State Sports
Council. It appears that the administration is lagging behind; perhaps the Minister should direct his departmental
officers to move quickly to implement
the necessary administration to bring
all regional sports assemblies under the
State Sports Council to promote sports
facilities and programmes.
The allocation for the sports and
recreation programme for the year
1982-83 is $7·524 million. I should
like the Minister to indicate how much
of the allocation will be set aside for
salaries and expenses and how much
will be set aside for grants to provide
sports facilities. In country areas, as
I have pointed out many times, any
grant that is received for sports clubs
or associations in the local community
is immediately taken up, but often the
community must suplement the grant
on a $1 for $1 basis.
On many occasions it is supplemented
by $6 for every $1 provided by the State
or, as has happened in the electorate
I represent, the local community has
provided $8 for every $1 allocated from
State funds. The people involved in
these organizations, although appreciative of any grant they may receive,
often need the extra initiative of $1000,
$5000 or $10 000 to spark the sports
club or association into providing the
necessary sports facility for the local
community.
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I stress that the more grants made
available through the sports and recreation programmes, the better off they
will be. The allocation for youth services
is $2·243 million and, as was mentioned
yesterday in the House, some of those
funds were needed to produce a little
book called, A Little Blue Book for
Girls. The language in the book is
extremely degrading. On page 19 of
the booklet, ways and means of birth
control are outlined and it is quite
beneath the dignity of womanhood to
present this type of publication. This
matter should be seriously considered
by the Minister.
At the back of the book other publications are recommended for reading such
as. To Make It Happy, Our Body, Ourselves and Young, Gay and Proud.
Previously honourable members have
requested that books of this type be
taken out of State high schools. If these
sorts of books are still being recommended as suitable reading for young
girls, it seems to me that we are on a
path of immorality that will not help
our society. Perhaps we should be
stressing the need to provide more support for the family unit so that the family can take care of more of the problems being faced by young people, because that is where the basic teaching
should come from.
Earlier, the honourable member for
Westernport spoke about homeless
young people and prostitution among
girls and boys of very young ages. That
is a tragedy. Where is the family unit
in this society if those sorts of things
can happen? We have recently had a
year for the disabled, a year for children
and a year for the tree, perhaps we
should consider a year for the family
unit in an effort to help the family unit
cope with some of the pitfalls faced by
young people in this day and age.
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That is one source of income that the
Government obtains from football, but
there is also entertainment tax and the
revenue derived by the use of public
transport by people who attend football
matches. The sport generates an enormous amount of revenue for the State
through the costs incurred by people
who either play or watch it.
It is important that the game should
be developed. At present, the code is
under threat. Victoria has a strong
ethnic community and the popularity
of soccer has risen enormously during
the past five or ten years. If Australian rules football is not promoted,
we could lose this magnificent spectacle
and great sport for young Victorians
to participate in. In my experience, the
grants made available for the promotion of the code are used wisely and I
reiterate that the sport should be promoted as much as possible.
I have raised a number of questions
with the Minister. Whether he sees fit
to answer them, we will discover in the
next hour or so.
Mr DICKINSON (South Barwon)-I
refer to the amount allocated to the
sports and recreation programme under
Division 270. Unfortunately, the Minister for Youth, Sport and Recreation is
not present. I regret that, because the
people of Geelong expect big things
from the honourable gentleman.
Mr MILLER (Prahran)-I raise a
point of order, Mr Chairman. I direct
your attention to Standing Order No.
114, which states:
No Member shall presume to make any
noise or disturbance whilst any Member is
orderly debating-

and I believe the honourable member for
South Barwon is doing so at present. . . or whilst any matter is being read, and

This division also makes grants avail- in such cases Mr Speaker shall call upon the
able for the development of Australian Member making such disturbance by name,
rules football. The allocation is $27 562, and every such person will incur the displeasure and censure of the House.
which is not a large amount to aid the
development of a national game such as The noise coming from the honourahle
Australian rules. Recently, we have member for Forest Hill is ungentlemanly
heard much about the pay-roll tax pay- and untimely and it is very unseemly.
able by Victorian Football League clubs. . It is disturbing the tranquillity of the
Mr McGrath
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Chamber and the orderly debate, particularly the contribution to the debate
being made by the honourable member
for South Barwon.
The CHAIRMAN (Mr Wilton)Order! There is no point of order.· I did
not hear what the honourable member
for Prahran has chosen to describe as
an "unseemly" noise from any part of
the Chamber, but what I have heard is a
great many disorderly interjections and
I have observed disorderly behaviour
from honourable members on both sides
of the House.
Mr DICKINSON (South Barwon)I direct three matters to the attention
of the Minister for Youth, Sport and
Recreation. The first of them relates
to the regional arts centre at Geelong.
There is a need for an additional grant
of $100 000 for youth concerts to be
held at the centre at this time of the
year. I understand that each concert
costs $7000. At this time of the year,
thousands of young people in the
Barwon Heads...Qcean Grove-Torquay
area are looking for an outlet and the
regional arts centre is not being used
to its full extent.
I am advised that it is possible that
the facility is being duplicated through
allocations to other departments, such
as the Education Department, for concert hall development. It would be a
pity if Government funds were being
used to build concert haUs in schools
when the faciJity l have mentioned is
alre~dy available in GeeJong.
Mention was made earlier of the
Carrum water sports complex. I have
placed a question on notice regarding
the priority of funding for a similar
facility for Geelong, but the question
remains unanswered. For many years,
Geelong has been a recognized major
rowing centre, as well as a centre for
canoeists and water ski enthusiasts. The
building of the Latrobe Terrace Bridge
over the Barwon River by the Country
Roads Board, which will take place in
two years, will spoil the existing rowing course for all time. It will also
mean that a tennis complex and bowling
green facilities beside the Barwon River
will have to be relocated.
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A feasibility study document has been
prepared for the consideration of the
Minister by the South Barwon City
Council, requesting an allocation of
funds for a water sports complex at the
Belmont Common. This matter has not
received the attention due to it. I understand that that is partly so because the
figures put in for the Carrum excavation
were prepared on the basis of figures
estimated for an excavation at Geelong
and I believe the engineers say that the
figures are not realistic for excavating
at Carrum.
Be that as it may, there is a hole in the
ground at Carrum and canoeists can use
the area. Geelong is now looking ahead
to the development of the Belmont Common. Three things emerge: One is the
possible relocation of the golf course to
the City of South Barwon, which the,
city engineer estimates would cost $1·5
million.
That may be an exorbitant
figure, bearing in mind that the Belmont
Common is a natural flood plain.
At the time when the Minister for
Youth, Sport and Recreation was a wellknown Geelong footballer, I was probably taking my first lessons in rowing
a boat on the Barwon River. The Barwon
River and the area surrounding it have
always had a lot of bird life and I do
not consider there is any great danger
that the development of a rowing course
would d19turb the bird life or insects
along that part of the Barwon by the
Belmont Common.
A well known sanctuary for pelicans
and other birds is situated at the foothill of Shannon Avenue. The development of a water sports facility is a
growing interest in the Geelong community. Young people from the Belmont, Highton and Grovedale communities will be able to look to a local sports
centre for their amusement and ongoing
pleasure.
I trust that the Minister will reexamine the proposals put to him by
the Chamber of Commerce in Geelong
and that he will not be deterred in
making an objective decision. A decision
should not be based On merely the
requirements of the Victorian Rowing
Council, because I believe that council
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is interested only in regattas and not
the day-to-day sports life of a community of water enthusiasts in Geelong.
For the past 25 years, Geelong has
held the Head of the River for public
schools, and many country regattas
have also been held, when on one day
up to 400 people have rowed in regattas
at Geelong.
Geelong is only about an hour's drive
from Melbourne and I believe claims
that the central location for the water
sports centre should be in Carrum are
not conclusive. I urge the Minister to
re-examine the water sports centre decision. Geelong expects a lot from the
Minister. It has six Labor politicians
and one Liberal politician, and here I
am, the only person speaking up for
those people.
Mr Richardson-Mr Chairman, I
draw your attention to the state of the
Committee.
A quorum

was formed.

Mrs SIBREE (Kew)-I wish to make
a few comments in respect of Division
270. I should like to address myself to
some queries I have had in respect of
figures in the Estimates relating to item
3 and, in particular, items 12 and 13.
The out of school hours programme
-grants to schools and organizationsand the school vocation care programme are of particular concern to me,
and were previously mentioned in the
expenditure from trust funds and I
wish to raise with the Minister-who,
I note, is not in the HouseMr Harrowfteld-It is a very delicate matter.
Mrs SIBREE-It is also important,
in Parliamentary matters, to get to the
bottom of what the figures in the Bud·
get are.
I am concerned that the allocation
for item 12, grants to schools and organizations for the out of school hours
programme, which was funded from the
trust fund last year, was $336 000, but
the estimate in this Budget is $308000.
There seems to be a difference of
$28 000 in what has been allocated.
Mr Harrowfield-They are rubbery
figures.
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Mrs SIBREE-The honourable member says that they are rubbery figures.
The difference of $28000 between what
was allocated in the trust fund and left
there and what is now allocated in the
Budget is Significant. I seek an explanation from the Minister as to where the
difference of $28 000 arises.
I point out that the money I am talking about is Commonwealth grant
money in respect of after school hours
programmes, and it is important for
all Victorians to know where the discrepancy has occurred. The balance
in the trust fund, as at 30 June, was
$86 000; so I assume the $28 000 has
had nothing to do with any overriding
commitment being carried on from last
year's Budget or any contingency payment. That is not mentioned in the
Budget document we are discussing and
I seek an explanation from the Minister
on the matter.
The figure mentioned in the trust fund
allocation balance for the school vacation care programme was previously
paid directly to the trust fund. That
figure is an inaccurate figure of $323 000
and that is reflected correctly. I wonder
why one figure is correct and another
is incorrect. I should hope that in other
areas of the Budget, members of the
Government party have carefully questioned the Treasurer.
Mr Pope-Have you questioned the
Federal Treasurer about what has been
allocated for welfare by the Federal
Government?
An Honourable Member-Well, let's
get to the bottom of it.
Mrs SIBREE-I should hope that. in
this Parliament, we can discuss matters
in a serious manner and honourable
members opposite should give more
credibility to what members of the Opposition are trying to raise in respect of
the Budget and what has happened to
the money. I ask a reasonable question, as anybody might ask, and I seek
an explanation. As the honourable
member for Monbulk has raised the
matter of Federal funding, I am talking
about Commonwealth funds; these
moneys are not being made available
by the State Government. They are
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Commonwealth funds allocated on trust
to the State Government to allocate to
certain programmes that are important
to the community.
Honourable members interjecting.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN (Miss
Callister)-Order!
There are far too
many interjections and I ask the Committee to come to order.
Mrs SIBREE-Obviously, I have
struck a touchy point. It seems that
there is some discrepancy in these
trust funds and, on behalf of the people
of this State, I seek an explanation
from the Minister concerned.
This is an important division in the
Budget, especially with regard to the
needs of young people, some of which
have been catered for in the allocations
made in the Budget. However, there is
certainly a need to assist young people,
through the development of the youth
services programmes, in funding community opportunities and involvement
and providing young people with accommodation.
Although many people consider Kew
to be an affluent area and well able to
take care of itself financially, it has
real problems in providing, through local
government, sufficient funds for youth
service programmes. It has a small local
government expenditure because of the
real problem that large areas of Kew,
are not rateable because they are in the
hands of Government authorities. There
are large State, church and school holdings and, as a result, little local government funding is available in Kew for
youth services. In that respect, I draw
to the attention of the Minister the
need to examine carefully certain areas
that he may not be aware need assistance.
There are other areas where young
people can enjoy indoor activities, play
basketball and so on. The disorderly interjections from members of the Gov~rnment party indicate their mentality,
If that is all they are able to say.
I am concerned about the community
needs and I will continue to raise these
matters because they are important to
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the people in the electorate I represent
and to young people who face a real
problem of finding sufficient facilities to
use the important recreational, creative,
gymnastic and athletic skills they possess which we, as a community, have an
obligation to develop. I draw this concern to the attention of the Minister
who, as I have said, is not present in
the House. I draw his attention to the
need for him to carefully examine the
areas concerned, not just to expect local
government to come to the forefront
and supplement what the State Government is doing in this area, but to ensure that the areas of concern are
examined individually.
I support the out of school hours programme and the school vacation care
programme. However, we may be overlooking the fact that we might be able
to provide, in many cases, extra and increasing child care services. Very often,
children are overlooked when it comes
to their care in out of school hours.
I am aware of children in the Kew
electorate who are left when their
parents go to work at 6 a.m.. Those
children must find their own way to
school and look after themselves until
their parents return from work at 5 or
6 p.m. Regardless of the reason for
which that happens, the Government
has a responsibility to address the problem. I note that all of the moneys allocated to the after school programmes
in item 3 of Division 270 come
from the Commonwealth. It seems to
me that the State has a responsibility
to play its part in catering for children from State and other schools. I am
not aware of any creative ideas coming from the Government on the matter.
I have my own ideas for providing extra
funds for this area. I make these suggestions seriously and I hope they will
be taken up by the Government. I seek
an explanation of where the $28 000
from the trust fund has gone.
Mr TANNER (Caulfield)-I wish to
raise several items concerning Division
270. Unfortunately, the Minister for
Youth, Sport and Recreation is absent
from the Chamber. That is in line with
the game of musical chairs that occurred earlier in the debate today.
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On three occasions today I addressed
questions to Ministers. I referred matters specificaHy to the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services on
Division 187 and Division 160.
Mr GAVIN (Coburg)-On a point of
order, the honourable member for
Caulfield is referring to the Minister
for Police and Emergency Services.
That matter is not relevant to the issue
now being debated and I suggest that
the honourable member is out of order.
The ACTING CHAIRMAN (Miss CalIister)-Order! There is no point of
order.
Mr TANNER (Caulfield)-Thirdly, I
asked a question on Division 155 of the
Minister representing the Minister for
Tourism. On those three occasions the
Ministers concerned did not reply; in
fact, they had both left the House. It is
another symptom of the way the Government treats Parliament-with contempt.
I shall now continue to address my
questions to the absent Minister for
Youth, Sport and Recreation. The first
matter I wish to raise is the apparent
contradiction in this division that was
mentioned by the honourable member
for Lowan. Item 1 of Division 270 increases the Estimates for salaries and
allowances for this financial year. That
increase corresponds with the estimated
general wage increase in the Budget
documents, as compared with the payments in the last financial year. Item 2
indicates an astronomical increase in
the Estimates of pay-roll tax to be paid
by the Ministry. The Minister should inform the Committee why that vast increase in pay-roll tax is estimated to be
necessary.
In addition, I raise the matters of the
sports and recreation programme, the
camps and recreational programmes,
youth services, Australian football development grants, the out of school
hours programme and the school
vacation care programme, all of which
are dealt with under item 3 of Division
270. The total allocation for these items
is $11 460 182 out of a total of'
$13620028 for the entire Division 270
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for the coming financial year. However,
no indication is given of these amounts
in this division for the previous financial
year. Honourable members have been
given the bland information that the
money that was spent last year on the
items I have enumerated was made up
from trust fund accounts, but are given
no indication and have no way of knowing from the Budget documents whether
the allocations for the current year represents an increase or a decrease in
expenditure.
I ask the Minister, whose colleagues
may be able to ensure that he is in the
Chamber before the debate concludes,
to inform honourable members so that
they wiU have a better idea of what is
occurring within the Ministry for Youth,
Sport and Recreation during the current
financial year.
Mr JASPER (Murray VaJJey)I share the concern expressed by the
honourable member for Caulfield as
to the lack of comparative figures for
specific areas for the previous year.
That makes it difficult for honourable
members to compare the estimated
figures for the current year with the expenditure last year. It is disappointing
that the Minister is not present to note
the comments of honourable members
on the allocation made to his department.
One of the concerns I have had over
a period of years is that little comparison can be made between the amounts
that are spent by the department on
salaries and wages and the amounts
provided to various organizations
throughout the State. Honourable members need a better break-up of the
funds to see more accurately how those
funds are being spent. For instance, I
point out that the allocation for salaries, expenses and grants for the sports
and recreation programme is $7·524 million. I am sure honourable members
would like to know how much is involved in salaries and wages and how
much is for grants to organizations. It
appears to me that the Government is
trying to conceal the amount that is being provided for grants to organizations
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or, alternatively, that it wants to ensure that more money is provided for
salaries and expenses and that the
amounts provided for grants is reduced.
The allocation for the operating expenses of camps and recreational programmes is estimated at $1·034 million,
but no detail is given of how that money
is to be spent. The allocation for
salaries, expenses and grants in relation
to youth services is $2·243 million. I
am sure all honourable members would
like to know how that sum is to be
divided as between salaries, expenses
and grants.
I have long been concerned about the
increasing amount being spent by the
Department of Youth, Sport and Recreation on salaries and expenses and the
consequent reduction in funds provided
as grants to organizations. The funds
provided to organizations are money
well spent. As I have said in this Chamber on previous occasions, more money
should be put into the area of youth,
sport and recreation, especially by way
of $1 for $1 grants to municipalities.
Local interest and local input, either by
way of direct funding or services, will
ensure the effectiveness of an organization in utilizing the funds provided by
the department. It has been pointed out
to me on numerous occasions by municipalities and organizations within the
electorate I represent that more funds
need to be provided through the department to municipalities and other organizations as grants on a $1 for $1 basis.
Better sporting and recreation facilities
should be provided to keen youth occupied. It is to be hoped that the Minister for Youth, Sport and Recreation
will examine ways and means of reducing the cost of salaries and expenses
of his department at the head office
level so that more monev can be provided for sporting facilities.
The honourah1e member for Lowan
touched upon the publication of a booklet, The Little Blue Book for Girls, which
was launched last week. I was surprised to learn that a grant of $2000
was made available through the Youth
Affairs Council of Victoria for the publication of the booklet. When I read
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the details contained in that publication,
I felt that a closer investigation should
have been undertaken on the project
before the funds were allocated.
Mr Wilkes-There is nothing wrong
with the book.
Mr JASPER-It is all very well for
the Minister for Local Government to
interject and say there is nothing wrong
with the publication. Any publication
that uses gutter language for the promotion-Mr Wilkes-You are living in the
past.
Mr JASPER-I am interested to hear
a Minister who is prepared to respond
to some of the comments that are being
made. However, I am providing the
Committee with a response from the
people whom I represent. The people
whom I represent do have opinions and
they should be permitted to have those
opinions expressed in this place.
The first I heard of the publication
was last Friday when it was brought
to my attention by an article that
appeared in the Australian. I am happy
to hear some of the interjections. It is
pleasing to note that the Government
is at last taking notice of some of the
comments that are being made in the
debate. Having heard the previous
speakers, I thought that no one from
the Government side would be prepared
to respond to some of the comments
that were being made.
Deep concern has been expressed
about the publication. Not only does
the 32-page booklet encompass the
issues of abortion, contraception, venereal disease and homosexuality but it
often does s o Mr Wilkes-What is wrong with
that?
Mr JASPER-If the Minister for
Local Government is prepared to listen,
he will hear the comments that I have
to make. It is to be hoped that he
will take note of the comments. However, not only does the 32-page booklet
.cover the issues I mentioned but also
it often does so in language that family
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newspapers cannot use. Is the community to expect the Government to
support a booklet that uses language
that is not generally used and probably
should not be used around the home?
The newspaper article states:
The target market for the booklet is girls
aged 12 and over. It is to be distributed
amongst schools and youth support centres.
The council's executive director, Miss Jackie
Mason, faid the hooklet was aimed deliberately at making information accessible and
understandable for young women.
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be hoped that the Minister responds to
the comments I have made. The author
of the article, Paul Molloy, concludes by
saying:
While this may be so, one can't help being
concerned at the kind of language now considered almost obligatory for communication
with youth.

The booklet is not obligatory for youth.
The author goes on to state:
Even more disturbing than the language of
the booklet is its section on rape, in which
Miss Charman could not bring herself to recommend reporting the offence to the police.

How will the booklet make that information available?
She explained yesterday: "From what I have
heard.
the police can be a bit rough on you."
Mr SIMMONDS (Minister for Employment and Training)-On a point of
Her view on abortion is also debatable-and
order, the honourable member for far less direct than the words she uses for
She defines it as "making a big
Murray Valley is quoting from a news- intercourse.
period happen. so that you're not pregnant
paper cutting. Will the honourable any more".
member indicate which newspaper he
The ACTING CHAIRMAN ,(Miss
is quoting from and the date of pubCallister)-Order! The honourable memlication?
Mr JASPER (Murray Valley)-I am ber for Murray Valley is quoting extenpleased that the Minister for Employ- sively from a newspaper article. I ask
ment and Training is seeking informa- him to finish by paraphrasing the article
tion about the newspaper article. If the and returning to the point of his debate.
Minister refers to Hansard. he will disMr JASPER-I have finished quoting
cover that earlier in the debate I said
that newspaper article. I am disfrom
that it was an article that anpeared in the
Australian on Thursday. 14 October. I gusted with the interjections from some
am prepared to make the article avail- Ministers because they are not prepared
able to the Minister. It is to be hoped to listen to what other people have to
the Minister will read the booklet be- say. Surely other honourable members
cause he may understand the point I have a right to put forward their views
am trying to make. The newspaper in this place. I am putting forward views
article states:
that have been brought to my attention
Those who believed the use of somewhat by concerned people. Approximately
controversial langua~e was offensive should
speak to voun~ people themselves about what $2000 has been provided for the publicathey found understandable, she said.
tion of this booklet through the Youth
It was interesting to hear an interjec- Affairs Council of Victoria, which is
tion from one of the Ministers, who said directly funded by the Department of
that I am twenty years behind the times Youth, Sport and Recreation.
because if that is the case, many people
It may be that some parts of the
in the electorate that I represent are
way behind the times. There appear to booklet are worthy of publication. I sugbe many people in Victoria who want to gest to the Committee that there are
return to old-fashioned standards, and many parts of the booklet that are not
that may be better for Victoria and suitable for general publication. The
Australia. The moral fibre of society booklet should not be recommended as
should not be dragged down by this
reading material for young girls. Part
type of publication.
of the booklet uses gutter language.
It is pleasing to note that the MinMr Trezise-It is normal language
ister for Youth, Sport and Recreation
has returned to the Committee. It is to used in schools.

Appropriation (1982-83, No. 1) Bill

20 October 1982

ASSEMBLY

1289

areas that are recommended are not
suitable, and therefore this booklet
should not be retained in schools.
1 am pleased that the Minister for
Youth, Sport and Recreation has been in
the Chamber listening to my comments
on the booklet. 1 will be interested to
hear his reply. 1 am quoting the conGood books on sexual education are cern expressed to me by the people in
the electorate 1 represent. 1 regard them
available in schools. This booklet is as
citizens and, if 1 cannot
totally unsuitable. The Government putresponsible
their
views
to the Parliament, there
should control the books that are avail- is no point in being
the Parliament
able within schools. On the back of this and there is no point inin having
members
book there is a list of books recommended for reading, and these have of Parliament.
been mentioned earlier in the debate:
The last matter I direct to the attenMake It Happy, Young, Gay and Proud, tion of the Minister concerns the way
Our Bodies, Ourselves. 1 understand funds are expended by his department.
those books have been removed from He should examine closely the expendischools in Victoria as not being suitable ture on salaries and expenses to try
for reading by students. If they have to maximize the grants that have been
been brought back into the curriculum made available so that sport and recreaof schools, 1 would like the Minister of tional facilities can be developed
Education to comment on that fact.
throughout Victoria. Grants received on
The people representing schools in the a $1-for-$1 basis is money well spent
electorate 1 represent, and the parents and it will ensure that there is local
of students in the electorate, do not input and development taking place in
want that sort of booklet to be available municipalities throughout the State.
within schools. The Minister of Health,
Mr TREZISE (Minister for Youth,
when replying to a question in Parlia- Sport and Recreation) - I wish to comment of earlier this week on this booklet, ment on the booklet referred to by the
quoted organizations affiliated with the honourable member for Murray Valley,
Youth Affairs Council of Victoria. 1 sug- which was produced by the Youth
gest that most of these organizations Affairs Council of Victoria. Last year
would not have been consulted, or even $150000 was allocated bv the previous
been aware that this booklet was being Government to the Youth Affairs
published under the control of the Youth Council, of which $2000 was alAffairs Council, and funded by the located for this booklet. The Youth
Department of Youth, Sport and Recrea- Affairs Council is a non-Government
tion
and
this Government.
The committee. It is an independent comAssociation of Apex Clubs would mittee consisting of affiliated organdissociate itself from this booklet, izatio~s throughout Victoria. I would
as would the Girl Guides Association of assume that it has a steering committee.
Victoria; 1 could quote other church This Government, unlike the previous
organizations, as well as the St John Government, would not wish to interAmbulance Brigade, the Salvation Army fere in the internal affairs of the Youth
and the Scout Association of Australia Affairs Council of Victoria. It does a
(Victorian Branch).
tremendous job for homeless youth and
1 am not suggesting that young people for people with drug problems. The
should not be prepared for life, but there booklet sets out where there are serare better ways than the use of the vices for migrants, Aborigines and the
gutter language which is used in this disabled.
booklet. 1 hope more people will be
In recent days there have been
conscious of what is in this booklet.
It recommends areas of assistance for numerous requests for the booklet. The
young people, but I suggest that many Spastic Society of Victoria has made a

Mr JASPER-Does that language
have to be published in a booklet? Does
that type of language have to be promoted? There are better ways of explaining the facts of life to young people
than through a booklet like this, and
that is not only my view but also the
view of many other people.
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request for it, because it believes that
it is a commendable book. I do not
oppose the book, and I suppose it could
be said that I am a fairly conservative
person. When I and others received
this booklet last Friday, and read it
through, many people, including females,
said that they believed it is a good
publication.
As I said, the Youth Affairs Council
of Victoria has affiliated organizations,
such as the Association of Apex Clubs,
the Baptist Union of Victoria, the
Brotherhood of St Laurence, the Church
of England Society, the Girl Guides
Association of Victoria, the Salvation
Army, the Scout Association of Australia (Victorian Branch), the Catholic
Family Welfare Bureau and the Young
Liberal Movement of Australia (Victorian Division), and not one of those
bodies, to my knowledge, has contacted
the Department of Youth, Sport and
Recreation in recent weeks and objected
to the Government making that allocation last year.
People say that young people should
receive sex education, but the fact is
that young people do not receive
proper sex education. If the people
who write these types of books were
to use academic terms, they would not
be understood by children. The normal
terms, whether they are slang terms or
not-and we all use them in general
conversation-are not as bad as some
terms used in the book. To say that
young people should be taught sex by
their parents is one thing, but who
teaches them? Very few people. People
can see from that booklet where to
go with their problems. It is the responsibility of the school council or the
school principal to decide whether that
book is used in their particular school.
If most schools threw those kinds of
books out. where would the children
obtain their sex education? In most
cases they are fairly ignorant of sex.

and in many cases contain progressive
ideas. There are only one or two particular terms that the honourable
member objects to, but they are terms
that young people use and understand.
As I said before, I presume that
when the majority of members in this
House read the book, they will see
that it is not as bad as it is painted.
I support the Youth Affairs Council
of Victoria and its affiliated organizations. People who put their head in the
sand and have a wows er-type attitude
ought to wake up to themselves.
Mr BROWN (Westernport)-I wish to
enter the debate on the so-called Little
Blue Book for Girls and record my high
regard for the work done by the Youth
Affairs Council of Victoria. I have been
visited by the council's executive
officers. They are doing an excellent job.
I am amongst those honourable members who have voiced their support for
the general work of the council.
I indicated earlier in the debate that
last week I witnessed a situation where
both male and female children as young
as twelve years of age were prostituting
themselves on the street. There is a
breakdown of the family unit in this socalled modern society in which we live.
I believe, as many honourable members believe, that we as members of
Parliament have an obligation to try to
ensure that morals are upheld but if
we cannot ensure that examples are
set that are acceptable to the community at large, there is little or no hope for
society because there is no body higher
than this august body-the Parliament.
Booklets that promote such things as
homosexual lifestyles, abortion or any
other activity that I consider would
facilitate the further breakdown of the
family unit as we know it will not get
my support.

I do not object to the Youth Affairs
Council of Victoria bringing out these
types of programmes. There will always
be people who object to these things.
The honourable member for M'urray
VaUey would agree that most of the
paragraphs in the book are excellent,

I have read the Little Blue Book for
Girls and formed a view on it. I agree

Mr Trezise

with most of the sentiments expressed
by the Minister, and that it is a genuine
attempt, in what some would call
modern language easily understood by
kids, to provide something they can
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Mrs SETCHES (Ringwood)-I wish
relate to and be educated by. However,
I believe it goes a little too far in that to highlight the grants for youth outsome of the language used is totally reach workers awarded under Youth,
unnecessary. Language other than that Sport and Recreation, Division 270.
used in the book could be chosen. I am Funds have been provided for 53 worknot prepared to repeat some of the lan- ers compared with the existing 36, an
guage used. The intention of the publica- increase of seventeen. That is in marked
tion is good and the intention of the contrast to former years when there
Youth Affairs Council of Victoria in en- might have been an increase of one or
suring that a booklet was produced was two, if we were lucky.
a move in the right direction.
These additional 17 workers will
I share the view of the honourable mean that at least 2 will go to
member for Murray Valley that there the outer eastern region, and 1 to the
are many members of the community City of Croydon, which conducted a
who would be outraged by the language youth needs survey and found that a
used in the booklet. It is fair that mem- youth outreach worker was needed to
bers of Parliament should stand up and reach the youth at risk in that city.
put forward the views they have ex- The other will go to Ringwood, where
a study has also been conducted, the
pressed.
results of which broadly coincided with
I received three telephone calls about those of the Croydon survey.
the publication tOday, but as the pubThe provision of youth outreach
lication has just been released, I am
sure we are yet to discover the real workers in the municipalities of Ringreaction to it by various organizations. wood and Croydon has been applauded
I state without reservation that the by community groups in those areas.
church organizations affiliated with the The Ringwood-Croydon police workYouth Affairs Council will be aghast at ers' liaison group has for many months
some of the language used in the pub- been requesting that a youth worker be
lication.
put into the area. That group will be
overjoyed to learn that there will now
I am sure those church organizations be two youth outreach workers.
have not been party to the terminology
The pleasing aspect about the fact
used in the booklet a.nd that they will
express concern. It is only right that that two youth workers will be working in the outer eastern area is that
they should be able to do so.
vandalism and young offenders will be
However, I am prepared to state on able to be reached. A large group of
behalf of the Opposition that I concede youths gather outside the Ringwood
that the intention was good but that the railway station and cause a nuisance.
author has gone too far with some of They are moved on by the police only
the language used.
to gather again later. An outreach
I request the Minister to meet with worker would be able to get amongst
the Youth Affairs Council so that in that group and respond to its needs.
future when a publication along these
I am especially pleased about this
lines is produced it will be written in allocation
of funds because the number
language that young people can under- of young offenders
vandals in the
stand but not language that is unneces- outer eastern regionand
has
increassarily cc:>arse or crude. Primarily, these ing and these grants will been
do
,much
to
publIcatIons should not advocate lifeease
that
problem.
styles that lead to the breakdown of the
family unit. There is a constant attack
Mr BROWN (Westemport)-I wish
On the family unit, from many people to cover several items under Division
and forums within the community. As 273 dealing with racing administration.
members of Parliament, we have an ab- The first relates to the announced clossolute obligation to ensure that morals ure by the Government of several
are held at a high level in this State.
country racecourses in the name of
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rationalization. Many people are waiting with bated breath for the announcement by the Minister of which racecourses will be closed under the 'Labor
regime.
This is a matter of grave concern to
people throughout country Victoria. It
is realized that the attack is only on
country areas, and that is understandable because the Labor Government is
based' in Melbourne with only a couple
of dispensable members outside the
metropolitan area. I understand the
motives of the Labor Government in
worrying only about Melbourne, but the
reality is that the world does not end
at Dandenong and Geelong-it goes
farther.
I know the Minister for Youth, Sport
and Recreation has had, and still retains, a close interest in racing in Victoria. I hope he is travelling around
country Victoria as much as I am, although I hope he is not getting as weary
as I become through driving the long
distances. In my travels I have not met
with the administrators of one country
racecourse who want their racecourse
to be closed. Country Victorians are
saying in all fairness that they would
expect these racecourses to be closed
only if there is a tangible benefit to the
State as a result of their closure. That
is a reasonable assertion. Why close
any racecourse if a tangible benefit is
not to, be derived from its closure? I
assume that any benefit will be identified
in the report. That report is not yet
available to members of the Opposition.
I assume also that any benefit would be
the large savings in capital works or
revenue of the State. I cannot consider
any other tangible benefit because to
those communities under threat of losing
their racecourses there is no benefit.
The first question I have for the Minister for Youth, Sport and Recreation
is whether he has received the report
from the Racecourses Licences Board.
If so, has he read it and will be give a
guide as to what the Government will
do on this perplexing and important
problem? If he has not received the
report, when does he expect to receive
it? The Minister should give the undertaking that I, certainly, would have no
Mr Brown
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hesitation in giving, that he will distribute the report prior to making up his
mind on whether he will close any
country racecourse. That is the usual
undertaking given to Oppositions in the
Westminster system.
It is important for every racecourse in
the State to know what is in the report
before the Minister finally decides which
racecourses he will close. Those communities should have the opportunity of
considering what has been recommended
and of refuting any inaccuracies, errors
or omissions in any report that the Minister may receive.
Country people are extremely concerned about this issue and I am raising
it on their behalf. I should like the
Minister to indicate during the debate
which racecourses he has uppermost in
his mind for closure and what are the
tangible benefits that would accrue to
the State as a result of any closure.
Mr Trezise--Did your party when in
Government close any racecourses?
Mr BROWN-Since 1964, the Liberal
Party Government closed seventeen
racecourses and after their closure I
should have thought the rationalization
that had taken place was substantial
enough. If any more racecourses are to
be closed. the Minister should give careful consideration to the issues and
identify the benefits that will accrue
from closures. In the past six months,
I have travelled around country Victoria,
examined racecourses and spoken with
those associated with country racetracks. I do not see any tangible benefits
that would result from closing' any more
racecourses. If I cannot establish any
tangible benefits, I am sure the Minister
will not.
The fear of country people is that this
is an attack on country racing to bolster
metropolitan racing. That might be the
intent of a Labor Party Government that
is based in metropolitan Melbourne but
I certainly hope the Government will
take the view that it has the responsibility of considering the whole State and
not just the Melbourne metropolitan
area.

