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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
TV ednesday , July 6, 1921.

OPENING OF THE SESSION.
The Second Session of the TW&llty-sixth
Victorian Parliament was opened this da.y
at the State Parliament House, Exhibition Buildings, Carlton Gardens, Melbourne.
At two o'clock p.m., the Clerk read
the following:PROCLAMATION
By His Excellency ,Oolonel the Right HonOI'able Geol'ge Edward John Mow~
bray, Earl of Stra.dbroke, K.C.M.G.,
C.B., C.V.O., C.B.E., Aide-da-Camp
to His Ma.jesty the King; Gover.nor
of the State of Victoria and its Dependencies ,in the Commonwealth of
Australia, &c., &c. , &c.
"WHEREAS the Parliament of Victoria..
stands prorogued until Tuesda.y, the 14th
day of June, 1921: N'G'W I, the Governor
of the State of VictoriR, in the Commonwealth of Australia, do by this my Proclamation further prorogue the said Parliament of Victoria. until 'V ednesday, the
6th day of July, 1921, and I dO' hereby
:fix Wednesday, the 6th day of July,
1921 aforesaid, at the hour of Two
o'clock in the afternoon, as the time for
the 'COmmencement and holding of the
next session of the said Parliament of
Victoria, for the despatch of business,
in the State Parliament Houses, situate
in the Carlton Gardens, in the City of
Melbourne: And the Honorable the
members of the Legislative Council and
the members of the Legislative Assembly
&re hereby required to give their attendSeldon 1921.-[1]

DEBA1'ES.

ance at the said time and place accordingly.
"Given under my hand and tne seal of
of the State Qf Victoria aforesaid, at Mel:bourne, this 7th day of J nne, in the yeaT
of our Lord One thousand nine hundred
a.nd twenty"'one, and in the twelfth year
of the reign o·f His Majesty King
George V.

" STRADBROKE,
" By His Excellency's Command,
"H. S. W. LAWSON,
" Premier.
" GOD SAVE THE KING!"

GOVERNOR'S SPEECH.
.The Usher announced the -approach of
His Excellency the Governor, and immediately afterwards His Excellency entered
the chamber, attended by his suite.
The members of the Legislative As·
sembly having been summoned,
His EXCELLENCY addressed the following spee'ch to both Houses of Parlia..
ment:-

:nin.

PRESIDENT AND HONORABLE GENTI,El\,[EN OF THE LEGISLATTVE COUNQIL:

MR.

SPEAKER AND GENTLEMEN OF
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY:

THE

I have summoned you for the (!onsideration -of important public business.
:My Advisers view \\" ~th natural (!onoorn
the prevailing finaneial stringeney. At
the same time, they -recognise that it
would 'be inadvisable to restrict unduly
the -earrying .out of necessary and productive public works which will further the.
.deve~opm~nt of the State and also furnish opp~rtunities for employment.

G01Je'l'nor's
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Negotiations are in course for the raising of a loan on the London market for
public works.
The Electricity Commission is rapidly
prosecuting the Morwell scheme. Contracts have been placed for the plant for
the Mo.rwell power station, for the material for the transmission line, and for
plant for the terminal station a:t Newport.
Arrangements have been made with
Messrs. Merz and McLellan to design and
superintend the erection of a generating
station in the metropolis to provide for
the raTidly increasing demand for electrical energy until the Morwell power
station comes :i,nto operation, and thereafter to take the "peak" load of the
metropolitan demand.
Legislation relating to the supply of
electrical energy from the main power
station to provincial centres, on specially
favorable terms, will be submitted for
your ·considera tion.
The Commission intends to manufacture brown coal briquettes. An engineer
has ,been sent to Europe to investigate the
most recent practice in this class of manufacture. From latest advices it appears
certain that there will be no difficulty in
briquettingbrown coal for domestic and
industrial use.
Experiments are to 'be carried out at
N eWTort in the burning of pulverized
brown coal.
The Oommission is continuing its investigations in regard to the water-power
resources of the State for the production
of electrical energy with the object of
f~)lmulating schemes to meet the demand
of count-ry districts and the metropolis.
The settlement of discharged soldiers is
still being actively carried on.
General settlement on Crown lands is
also receiving vigorous attention.
Up to the end of May last the number
. of soldiers to whom blocks (including
irrigation blocks) were allotted, or who
were :receiving advances, was 7,766.

Speech.

One thouand ,six hundred and ninetyseven additional allotments are available,
or in course of being made av ail a;ble.

Advances totalling £2,540,433

have

been made to soldier settlers.
The total receipts from soldier settlement amount to £540,763.
The progress made by the settlers is
satisfactory, and the percentage of failures
will be small.
During the year a number 'of immigrants, with sufficient ,capital for taking
up land, arrived. It is expected that the
advantages ,offered by this IState will continue to attract many settlers of this type.
Substantial progress is being made with
the Rume reservoir and the lock-weir at
Torrumbarry, on the Murray.
Schemes for the use of the additional
water from the storages at .sugarloaf and
. Waranga are now being prCTared by the
,state Rivers and Water Supply CommISSIon. It is estimated that these new
supplies will more than double the areas
already irrigable from the Goulburn and
allow new extensions to be undertaken in
suitable areas.
When the storage works at Waranga
and Sugarloaf are C'ompleted, the total
storage capacity of the State will be over
1,000,000 acre-feet, as against 172,000
acre-feet in 1902. It is pr,oposed to further increase the reservoir at Sugarloaf
from its first-stage capacity of 300,000
acre-feet to 900,000 acre-feet.
Progress is being made with the storage
on the Macalister River, Gippsland,
which will eventually supply a large rich
district, including the sugar-beet area in
the vicinity of ~!l:affra.
At the new Red Cliffs Soldier Irrigation Settlement, near Mildura, 300 blocks
have already been allotted, while active
operations are being 'carried out for the
settlement there of 700 additional soldier
settlers.
In the North-West MalIee, between the
Mildura railway line and the western

Governor's

[6

JULY.,

boundary, inve3.tigations are being undertaken with a view to providing domestic
and stock supplies to an area of a,bout
1,000,000 a-cres proposed to be made available for soldier settlement.
}Iy .Advisers are convinced that the
marketing of produce is essential to the
sUI"!~ess of land settlement.
They are
taking active steps to create new markets
and to extend and re-establish old markets overseas for the p.roduce of the State,
especially for fruit products.
To this
end a special commercial representative
has been sent to Great Britain.

1921.]

Speech.

3

large number of w{)rks. Proposals £01'
making additional financial provision fo1"
the future work of the Board will be laid
before you.
In furtherance of the policy of developing trade between this State and Riverina,
ar.rangements have boon made, in conjunction with the Government of New
South Wales, to call for tenders foOl' the
construction of new bridges at Tooleybuc
and Yarra wonga.
Last session, authority was given for a
loan of £250,000 f{)r primary school
buildings. Every effort is being made to
meet requirements £01' school accommodation, and the provision of further moneys
£01' educational needs will be submitted
for your consideration.
A Bill to alter the constitution of the
'Qniversity and to provide for an extension {)f its work and influence will be introduced.
The volume of traffic 'on the railways
during the past year was in excess of that
of any previous year. For the past two
months, however, there has been a substantial decline in the traffic; and if the
downward trend continues the Commissioners will be obliged to take such further action as may be necessary to reduce
expenditure.
There was a further marked advance in
Wiorking costs during the year, due mainly
to increased payments and allowances
granted to the staff under the awards of
the Railways Classification Board and
various Wages Boards, and to the increased cost of coal and other materials.
These heavy additi{)ns to the working
ex'penses-which were quite beyond the
control of the Commissioners-rendered
it imperative that additional revenue
should be obtained, and ,consequently
fares and rates were advanced.

The past year has been an exceptionally
favorable one for the agricultural and
pastoral industries on account of the ruling high prices for all produ.cts.
The
average yield' of wheat, ,over 17 bushels
per acre, is the highest recorded.
Assistance has been continued to
primary producers; and substantial advances have been granted for the provision of cool storage.
The enterprises of the Department of
Agriculture have been vigorously continued. In view of the fact that a large
proportion of the work of this Department is of an experimental and educational character, it is gratifying to know
that a substantial gross profit is shown
for the year.
The Forests Commission is proceeding
steadily with its policy of the systematic
management of the forests. The nur.sery
and plantation ,york is being re-organized,
and the Commission aims at inaugurating
a number of planting schemes, so that
eventually constant and regular supplies
will become available.
The 'Present serious position of the timber market is recei'dng careful ,consideration. It is hoped, by more effective grading, classification, and seasoning, to increase the use of local timbers still
The construction {)f new lines ,of railfurther.
way has been pressed on as quickly as supThe Oountry Roads Board has carried plies of rails and other materials have
out and authorized the carrying out of a permitted.

4
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i>roposals are ,being considered for relieving the financial position of Railway
Construction Trusts.
It is proposed to amend the Factories
and Shops Acts in the interests of
smoother working and with the idea of
lessening causes of industrial unrest.

MR. SPEAKER AND GENTLEMEN

OF THE
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY:
The Estimates of Expenditure which
will be laid ·before you have been prepared with a due regard to economy, and
provide adequately for the :requirements
of the 1St ate.

New Member.

I now leave you to your ,deliberations,
which will, I trust, under the blessing of
Divine J>rovidence, materially 'promote
the welfare of the people of Victoria.
Co'pies of the speech. were handed by
the Governor's private secretary to the
President and the Speaker.
His Excellency and suite then withdrew, and the members of the Assembly
left the chamber.
. The PRESIDENT took the chair at twelve
minutes to five o'clock p.m., and read the
prayer.

NEW MEMBER.
The PRESIDENT.-I have to announce the return o.f the writ issued for
Mll.. PRESIDENT AND HONORABLE GENTLE- the election of a member to serve for the
MEN OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL:
Melbourne Province, in the place of
MR. SPEAKER AND GENTLEMEN OF THE Sir Henry Weedon" deceased, and that by
the indorsement on the writ it appears
LEGISLATIVE AsSEMBLY:
that Henry Isaac Cohen has been duly
In addition to the proposed legislation elected.
Mr. Cohen was then introduced and
already indicated,. a numoor of measure~
will be submitted for your consideration, sworn, and presented to the Olerk the
declaration of qualification required by
including :Act No. 2632.
A Bill :rela.ting to the sale and occupation 0.£ Crown lands,
LIEEL LAW AYENDMENT :BILL.
A Bill relating 10 advances. under the
The Hon. A. ROBINSON (Attorney,Fruit Acts. and the :Primary Pro- General).-In order to preserve the prividucts Advances Acts,
leges of this Bouse, I move for leave to
A Oattle Compensation Bill,
introduce a :Bill to amend the law of
A Bill dealing with the Destruction libel.
of Vermin and N,oxious Weeds,
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill wa.s then brought in, an,d read
A Bill for Regulating the Supply of
a. first time.
Milk,
A MeI;?opolitan Drainage and Rivers
ASSENT TO BILLS.
Eill,
The
Hon.
A. ROBINSON (AttornejiA Hospitals and Charities Bin,
General)
presented
a message from His
A Bin to provide for 'one Port
Excellency the Governor, intimating that
Authority,
A Bill tOt regulate the ISale and he had C3;17sed the Bills entitled" An Act
relaiing to the :reimbursement of ex,Carryin.g of Firearms,.
penses of members of the Legislative
A Bill to amend the W,orkers' Com- Assembly and the salaries o£responsible
pensation Act,
Ministers of the Crown " and "An Act
A Bill to provide for the Censorship to amend the Constitution Act Amendof Cinematograph Films,
ment Act 1915,'~ which had been reA Bill relating to Parliamentary served for the significa.tion olf His
Majesty's pleasure thereon, and which reElections,
ceived His Majesty's assent on the 22nd
An Income Tax Bill,
April" 1921, to be proclaimed in the
A ,Bill to ,provide for the Testing of Victoria Government Gazette, a copy of
Dairy Herds, and
which proclamation was annexed to the
A Local Government Bill.
message.

Dea:h cj
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pDpular with all sectiDns Df the cDmmunity
ELECTIONS A~.0
because Df his kind heart and his ready
QUALIFICATIONS COMMITTEE.
The PRESIDENT laid on the table respDnse to. any appeal to. his pity Dr better
his warrant appDinting the HDns. W. L. nature. We regret his decease very much,
Baillieu, A. Bell, J. D. BrDwn, W.}J. and I think we are paying a fitting tribute
Crockett, G. M. Davis, W. Kendell, and to. his memDry when we place Dn recDrd
E. L. Kiernan as the CDmmittee Df Elec- our sense of the loss we and the community have sustained through his death.
tiDns and Quali:6catiDns.
The HDn. W. L. BAILLIEU.-I jDin
DEATH OF SIR HENRY WEEDON. with the Attorn~-General in regretting
The HDn. A. ROBINSON (AttDrney- that the necessity fDr the submissiDn. .Df
this mDtiDn has arisen. The hDnDrable
General).-It is my sad duty to moveThat this House desires to place on record its gentleman, in a terse way, has .stated thDsa
deep sense of the loss it has sustained through qualities Df Sir Henry WeedDn which enthe death of the Hon. Sir Henry Weedon, one deared him to. all Df us. AlthDugh, CDmof the members for the Melbourne Province.
paratively speaking, he was Dnly a recent
Since we last met, Sir Henry WeedDn, who. member Df this HDuse, he had been knDwn
had been a member Df this Chamber fDr to. many Df us practically thrDughDut
nearly two. years, died suddenly in Sydney. mDst of Dur lives in the city Df MelbDur&c.
His death Dccurred Dn Saturday, 26th He was" always a zealDus man in public
March. SDme Df us had met him a day affairs, and, whether YDU agreed with him
()r two. befDre he leftfDr Sydney, and Dr JlDt, after any passage with him YDU
thDught he was IDDk~ng in excellent health, never felt any sense of a. personal differand that his spirits were Df the best; but ence. I am quite sure that Labour memhe was suddenly cut Dff.
After the bers of the Council, who did not agree
briefest pDssible illness, he died Dn Easter with the late hDnDrable member pDlitiSaturday.
Sir Henry WeedDn was a cally, have the same deep regret tha.t
gentleman who. had given great service to other houorable members have at his
the public.
He was a member Df the ceasing to "be a member of this House.
Legislative Assembly fDr fDur and a half I regret that, as time goes on, we have
years, ·and, as I hava said, a member of this to recDrd mD~e and more of these moticm~ j
H{)use fDr nearly two. years. He had been hut death is the fate that must come to
a member -of the MelbDurne City. ODuncil all of us.
The HDn. D. L. MoN AMARA.-On befDr nearly twenty-two. years, and during
that periDd Dccupied the prDud pDsitiDn half Df the members Df the LabDur .party
OJ LDrd MaYDr during the years 1906, in thjs HDuse, I desire to. CDDcur in what
1907, and 1908. There are other activi- the AttDrney-General ana the unDfficial
ties with which his name is indelibly aSSD- Leader have said with regard to. the late
ciated. He was a trustee Df the Public Sir Henry WeedDn.
AlthDugh we difLibrary, a member Df the Fire Brigades fered with Sir Henry Weedon in poliBDard, Dne Df the ExhibitiDn trustees, and tics, he was very pDpular with members
a member Df the Tramways Trust that Df the LabDur party. He was, CDmparaexisted priDr to. the falling in Df the lease tively speaking, a yDung man when he
of the Melbourn.e Tramway and Omnibus died. I hDpe that, in the future, DccasiDns
Company. Hew:as alsOl one of the Com~ni's-: fDr such mDtiDns will not arise very fresiDners fDr VictDria at the FrancD-British quently. Whatever their pDlitics may be,
ExhibitiDn in LDndDn in llt08.
These we have no. desire to. see members Df this
facts are sufficient to. ShDW that Sir Henry HDusetaken Dff befDre their lives have
Weedon led a life Df public usefulness, run their full measure.
and it is knDwn to. every hDnDrable memThe HDn. W. H. EDGAR.-I happened
ber that he delighted in services of this to be in Sydney at the time Df the death
kind.
While we :regret his IDss to. the Df Sir Henry WeedDn, and the circumState oocause Df his keenness and activity stances surrDunding his death were very
in public affairs, I think that, on an occa- pathetic. Lady Weedon was practically
siDn Df this kind, we miss mDre hIS un- alone in a great city, and the circumvarying gDDd nature, his geniality, and stances called fDrth a great deal Df symhis CDurtesy. They carried him verv far pathy. I wish to inform the House of t-he
in his wDrk fDr the State, and h; was great kindness that was extended to. h~r
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by Sir Allan Tayl'Or, M.L.O., wh'O t'O'Ok
her into his home, made arrangements in
conuexion with the funerrJ, and was present with me when the c'Offin left Sydney
f'Or Melb'Ourne. Sir Allan Tayl'Or's acti'On
was, to me, a beautiful instance of the
bond which exists bet\veen public men,
and which is made evident when the
shad'Ow 'Of death falls 'Or the burden 'Of
s'Orr'Ow is felt. I th'Ought that it was due
to. Sir Allan Taylor that honorable members should kn'Ow 'Of the kindly hand that
was extended t'O the bereaved 'One in the
h'Our 'Of her l'Oneliness and s'Orr'Ov{. I j'Oin
with 'Other h'On'Orable members in expressillg regret at· the passing of a go'Od man,
"\",h'O did his duty, and wh'O went 'Out with
the respect and hon'Our 'Of all classes 'Of
thec'Ommunity.
Sir Henry Weedon
played his part well, and he has passed
'On t'O a hjgher service with the sympathy
of all secti'Ons 'Of the c'Ommunity.
The Hon. W. O. A.NGLISS.-I should
like t'O add my tribute to the 'w'Orth of an
'Old friend, with wh'Om I was very closely
ass'Ociated f'Or the last twenty years. I
d'O n'Ot think there is a member 'Of this
H'Ouse who gave more 'Of his time to public services than did Sir Irenry Weedon,
and Melb'Ourne and Vict'Oria can ill afford
the l'Oss of such a man. I feel that if he
had dev'Oted m'Ore time t'O his 'Own pers'Onal
matters, he w'Ould have been much better
off, S'O far as this w01'ld',s g'O'Ods are c'Oncerned. At all times he was ready t'O help,
n'Ot 'Only his friends, but ·anybody wh'O
came t'O him; and there was no 'One wh'O
tried t'O d'O m'Ore in assisting the community in the wa.y 'Of giving service,
which he S'O freely rendered, even to the
detriment 'Of his 'Own private business.
His l'Oss was a very great sh'Ock tD me,
as I had seen him on the Wednesday prc-.
ceding his death, and had arranged t'O
meet him in Sydney in the f'Oll'Owing week.
I was very surprised and upset when' I
learnt that within a c'Ouple 'Of days 'Of my
last seeing him he had passed away. This
Ohamber and the city 'Of Melbourne can
ill aff'Ord t'O l'Ose a citizen such as Sir
Henry Weed'On.
The PRESIDENT.-Before putting
the m'Oti'On, I sh'Ould like t'O say that, as
'One wh'O has passed nearly all his life in
the c'Ountry, I had very little 'OppDrtunity
()f becoming acquainted with Sir Henry
"eed'On.
I knew that he was a go'Od
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public man; but until I saw in the news-papers the statement of the number of
bodies with which he was connected I
had n'O idea that he had taken such a.
pr'Ominent place in all public and philanHe was a good allthropic matters.
round citizen. I can. testify to his unvarying good hum'Our in the H'Ouse. He
made friends in every secti'On 'Of the
Ohamber, and I am quite sure that his
death is regretted by all honorable members. As I have said., I knew very little
'Of him pers'Onally. It was 'Only after I
came up to town that I became acquainted with him; but my acquaintanceshi p with him was sufficiently long t'O
enable me t'O appreciate his ·character.
The m'Oti'On was agreed t'O in silence,
honorable members standing in their
places.
THE HON. A. ROBINSON, O.M.G.
The PRESIDENT.-I wish to congratulate the Attorney-General up'On the
very well-merited h'On'Our which has been
c'Onferred up'On him by His Majesty the
King. The Attorney-General is extremely
well kn'Own to all of us, and I am sure
tbateven th'Ose h'Onorable members who
differ with him in politics appreciate the
wDrth 'Of his character. The State owes
him a debt. 'Of gratitRde fDr the way in
which he oarried out its financial work
when he was in England. I have only
'One fault t'O find with regard to the h'On'Our
that has been c'Onferred up'On him, and
that is that it is n'Ot high en'Ough.
ADDRESS OF WELOOME TO THE
GOVERNOR.
The HDn. A. ROBINSON (AttDrney00ne1'a1).-I m'Overr'hat the Council agree to the following
Address to His Excellency the Governor,

viz. :To His Excellency Colonel the Right Honorable
George Edward John :Mowbray, Earl of Stradbroke, K.C.M.G., C.B., C.V.O., C.B.E., A.ide-deCamp to His Majesty the King; Governor of the
State of Victoria and its Dependencies in the
Commonwealth of A.ustralia, &c., &c., &c.
l\IAY IT PLEASE YoUR EXCELLENCY:We, His Majesty's faithful and loyal subjects,
the members of the JJegislative Council of Victoria, in Parliament assembled, desire to convey
to Your Excellency the expression of our
loyalty to His Majesty's Throne and person,
and our regard for the high office His .Majesty
has been pleased to confer upon Your Excellency.
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We extend to Your Excellency on behalf of
the people of this State a cordial welcome to
Victoria, and we beg that Your. Excellency will
receive our assurances that we shall at all
times readily co·operate with Your Excellency
in advancing the welfare of this part of His
Majesty's Dominions beyond the seas, and in
preserving the connexion with the Mother
Country.

On every occasiQlll in the history of Victoria when a new Governor has arrived,
it has been customary for us to present
an address of welcome in similar terms.
It seems to me an exceUent custom, and
one which we would do weJl to continue.
The new Governor comes to us with many
high reconunel1da.tions. He is a member
of a. family which holds a distinguished
place, in history. His Excellency has a
record himself for service in the war, and
that, of course, will endear him to all
Australians. In addition, His ExoeJ.lency,
as well as the Oountess ·of Stradbroke,
has a safe claim on. our affection and
good-will because of the generous and
whole.-headed manner in which they
cared for sick and wounded Australian
soldiem in the Mother Country. Their
kindness, and thmr constant thought for
the welfare of Australians a,t a time when
they had no ide'a that they might come
to this country, must endear them to all
here. During their stay in Victoria, I
ff'€l sure that they will further endear
themselves to the people of this State,
who are already
a.cquainted
with
their noble work and patriotic endeavour. I am certain tha,t every. honorable membe,r will join in this address, and
wish for His Excellency a happy term of
service in this State, as well as hope that
the. Oountess .of Stradbroke will, when her
stay here is ended, look back on her life
in Victoria, as one of the happiest perioas
of her existence.
The lIon. W. L. BAILLIEU.-I have
much pleasure in. supporting the motion,
and indorsing the view expressed .by the
Leader of thel House that we should continue the custom of presenting an address
of we,lcome tOi every new Governor.
The Ron. J. H. DISNEY.~SO long as
they arrive.
The Han. W. L. BAILLIEU.-Honorable members on the back bench will
be prepared to give as hearty a. welcome
as other honorable membelfS to our new
Governors whenever they arrive from. the
Mother Country. The present Governor
is a, man afte'r our own hearts. Although
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some honorable membe,rs may think we
should not import Governors, yet as long
a8 they dOl come here from ahroad, and
the Imperial Government send. out such
representatives as the Earl of Stradbroke,
they will be sure of as hearty a welcome
as we nOlw extend to him. In every way
he is fitted for the high office which the
1mperial Government have seen fit to bestow on him. I join in the wish expressed by the Leader of the House that,
on t·beir return to the Mothe:rland, the
Gove,rnor and the Countess of Stradbroke
will feel that the,ir sojourn in Victoria.
has been one of the happiest episodes in
their lives.
The motion was agreed tOi.
The Hon. A. ROBINSON (AttorneyGene;ral) movedThat the Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor by the President, and
such members of the Council as may wish to
accompany him.

The motion 'was agreed to.
GOVERNOR'E' SPEECH.
ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
The PRESIDENT.-I have to infonn
honorable mcmbe;rs tha.t· Ris Excellency
the Go,vernor attended the House this
day, and made a. speech, of which, for
greate'r accuracy, I ha,ve obtained a copy.
1 do not think It will be ne;cessary to re.ad
t,he speech, as honorable members have
been furnished with copies .of it.
The' Hon. H. 1. COHEN moyedThat a Committee be appoint.ed to prepare
an addre;;s to His Excellency the GovE'rnor in
reply to His Excellency's opening speech, such
Committee to consist of the Huns. H. T.
Cohen, W. A. Adamson, J. G. Aikman, A.
Bell, W. p. Crockett, E. L. ·Kiernan, and E.
J. White.

The motion was agreed to.
The, Committee retired, and on their
return, brought up the follm,ving Addressin-Reply.
l\iAy IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY-

We, the Legisla.tive Council of Victoria, in
Parliament assemoled, beg to express our
loyalty to our Most Gracious Sovereign, and
to thank your Excellency for the gracious
speech which you have been pleased to address
to Parliament.

The Hon. H. 1. COHEN moved the
adoption olf the Address-in-Reply.
He
said-Before I prooeed to address myself
to the motion. before the House, may I
be permitted to add to the remarks whic~
have alrea.dy fallen from honorable members expressive of regret of the circumstance which created the vac'a,ncy which I
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have been called upon to fiU. The la~
Sir Henry Weedon filled many publIc
offices with distinction-one evidence of
which is the fact that he was
honoured by His Majesty the King with
a knighthood.
His occupancy of a seat
in this House was all tQiO short. I think
we may congratulate the Gorvernment
upon the full and comprehensive programme which is set forlh in His Excellency's Speech.
The speech seems to me
to disclose two salient facts-first,. that
during the recess those whO' have had the
administration of the affairs of t3is State
have kept the machinery of g.:)Vernment
going a,t fairly high pressure, a.nd,
secondly, that there is a larg\:' amount of
important work for our de1ibcrations during thil forthcoming sessiOO1.As toO the
first, I desire to say that the Gavernment
have left very little room for hostile
criticism in their administration, and as
to the second, that the urgency of the
volume of the business befo,re t.Lis House
suggests to me the propriety of setting an
example of brevity to those who will follow the seconder and myself in the discussion of this motion. I propose, therefore, to be comparatively brief. Thi~ is,
I take it, a House composed of business
men, who arc quite'as anxious as I am to
get down to solid work.
Therefore, I
think tha.t the less said in relation to
the Address-in-Reply the better.
Referring in detail to matters in His Excellency's Speech, I am very glad that his
,adVisers are of opinion that the financial
stringency at present existing does nQit
warrant any undue restriction upon public works which are ne~essary and productive-works which are necessa,ry for the
development of the country and which
also provide opportunities for employment.
Where the cry at the present time is for
more population, and yet more population, I think it WQiuld be futile to adopt
a policy which 'would have the effect of
driving away or keeping away people
from this State.
One of the public worrks tQi which a good deal of a,ttention has been given in His Excellency'S
Spea0h ig the Morwell seheme. This will,
as a, matter of fact" entail a great deal of
expenditure withQiut any return, iOJ:
many years to cOime.
Yet I have no
hesita.tion in saying that when this
scheme is completely inaugurated it will
mark a distinct era in the history of
this State, if for n() other reason than
Hon. H.' I. Oohen.
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t!lat it, v,·il: render Victoria quite inG.c:pe~ldcnt of outside sources for its
supply of eo'al, and at the same time the
sUPllly of cheap electrical PO'wer will give
a tr(;ffiendous fillip to industries of all
kinds thrQiughout the State.
Incidentally, it will lead to decentralization.
There is one matter referred to in Hi~
EX('dlency's Speech that I desire to touch
upon.
I refer to the University BilL
I am glad that the Gavernment have
found at ~ ast the true relationship of
the :State 1.3 the University, and are prepared to' help the University tQi a, considerable extent. Some thirty yaars ors()
ago I had a.n intimate connexion with the
inner life of the University, and I have
had occas~on· in recent years to renew my
interest in that institution. I am not altogether unfamiliar with the working of
other Universities. I think I may say,
without fear of ,contradiction, that our own
University has done remarkable work in
its variolLSschools in regard to the men
whom it has turned out as graduates.
But a breaking point has been reached.
For some years past the professors, lecturers, and demO!Ilstrato'rs have boon compalled to lecture in rooms which are unhealthy, unsuitahle, and have far outlived their uee£ulness, and what is worse
still, they have been compelled to repeat
those lectures to relays of students, to
their own personal detriment in health,
a.nd at the same time eu tting into
the time which is ordinarily devhred
to res~roh work, or that personal
touch with students which is so essential in our modern University life.
We have been extremely fortunate in
attraoting to the various faculties
at our UniveTsity groups of vary
able men, some of whom have won
a world-wide reputation, and practically all of whom have shown their
great loyalty to. the institution by Ungrudgingly bearing, not only the disabilities to which I ha.ve referred, but also
the great depreciation in their income
which has been the result of the economic
conditions prevailing during the past few
years. The influence of the Univf)rsityextends more or less throughout the whGle
community) and it co.uld be made to extend even further than it does now if we
were to dove-tail its activities into the
commercial life of the community. For
this reason I say that if this House win
take advantage of the opportunity which
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this Bill will afford it, to extend the scope
.and influence of the University, it will dOl
lasting service to the whole community.
Holding, as I do, the view tha,t the welfare and happiness of the cOilllmunity are
to a large extent to he gauged by the
general average of their education and intelligence, I am glad to see in the
Governor's Speech that the Governmcnt
. have expressed the intention of finding
further money for educational needs. It
was suggested at one time that the Gcvernment intended to advance the age of
compulsory attendance at the State
schools.
It may be that the fact
that this advance would involye a
very large cxpenditure In providing
bigger
schools, and
an
increased
number
of
teachers, has delayed
the carrying out of such purpose, but
may I suggest a, more econa.mic alternative, namely, t.he making of greater provision for night schoa.ls for general and
technical education.
Within the last
we,ek or two I had the privilege of inspecting the Ballarat Woollen Mills,
where I found a particularly splendid
body of ar~isans engaged in an -industry
which, I think, is destined to beca.me one
of the gre·atest in the Commonwealth.
The thought which was uppermost in my
mind during my inspection was whether
those artisans were doing their work in a
purely mechanical fashion, or whether,
on the other hand, their standard of general or technical education befitted them
to take such an interest in their work as
to make it possible-as has been the case
with other artisans similarly situated in
other parts of the world-to make impra.vements in the wonderful machinery
they were caned upon to handle, whirJl.
would be for the benefit of the whore
civilized world.
The Hon. A. BELL.-Scha.larships are
offered for that purpose.
The Hon. H. 1. COHEN .-1 am glad
to hear that. I think we may accept it
as an axiom that the more a mind is
trained, the more capable it is of extracting the maximum of bene1fit and pleasure
out of bOoth work and leisure. Anothe·r
matter which was partly suggested by a
remark which fell from Mr. Disney about
the position of parents in the community,
'and partly by other considerations, is
this: As I have said, one of the great
needs of this State is population: and
I think that the population which we
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desire most of all is that which oomes by
way Oof naturaJ increase. Yet what has
been done by the Sta.te to reoognise the
value to the community of the man with
a family ~ He is at the present time .
sorely taxed. in respect of everything
which his children have to eat or wear;
in respect of the necessary I!tccoonmoda,tioo
faT the housing which they require, if,
indeed, they are permitted to have it at
all; and in respect of the provision, when.
it is pOS6ible of the domesticJ help to do
the work which their needs create. The
father of a family is called upon to bea.r
at every turn what must be, in many
. cases, cruel sacrifices on behalf. of his
children, SO' much sOl that I venture to
think that in the case of many an overwrought mother or an over-ta,xed father
there has been registe,red a solemn vow
that, notwithstanding the compensatory
pleasures whidh children as al rule bring
to their parents, they will have no more
of them.
The Hon. J. H. DrsNEy.-I will propose you as a member of the Labour
party after that.
The lIon. H. I. COHEN.-One need
not be a member of the Labour party
to have sentiments of that kind. I was
asking the question, What has been done
by the State to' ameliorate the lot of the
family man 1 So far as I can recall,
nothing, except to palter with the position in those provisiorns of the Commonwealth Income Tax Act which make a
wha.lly inadequate deduction for such children under the age of sixteen as are wholly
maintained by the ta,xpayer. A great deal
more should be done. Why should the
father of a family be penalized as against
the single man 1 I admit that it is a diffirnIt matter to differentiate .between the
father of a family and a single man in the
fixation of wages, because, while human
nature remains as it is to-day, if we were
tOo give more to the man with a family
than to the single man, the last lot of a
f aIiily man would be worse than the first
in the endeavour to get employment.
But what is there to prevent a differentiation in the inc~dence of direct taxation
betwee'1l the family man and those personS' whOi contribute nothing to' the wealth
of the commnnity by way of population V
The Hon. J. H. ·DISNEy.-Put a tax
on them.
The Hon. H. I. OOHEN.-I am glad
to notice that this session we shall huyc
l,
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before us an Income Tax Bill. I do not
. desire to gOo e·xhaustively into that matter
at the present time, but I may say, in passing, that, in addition to providing for
deducti()llls in respect toO the children of
~ t.axpayer, one other method of meeting
the situatiOon would be to reduce or
,abolish altogether the exemption in the
·case of a single man. Reference is made
in ,the .speech to the questron ·of the
. supply of milk. The questions of the saving of infant life and the general health
of the community are so intimately wrapt
up with the supply of pure milk tha.t, while
we are unaware of the Government's inten tions in regard to this matter beyond
what appears in the title of a Bill to be
introduced, I am glad to see t.hat
it is proposed to' bring in a Bill for
regula,ting the supply of mille "Vith regard to soldier settlement, the Governor's
Speech shows us that, by comparison with
the figures supplied ahOout this time last
year, no fewer than 2, 76~soldier settlers
have been placed on the land during
the
eleven
months
ending
31st
Ma.y last and also that there are almost
as many' allotments available fO'r further
settlement as there were this time last
year. That is a satisfactory condition of
affairs, but what is still more satisfactory is that the percentage of failures
promises to be, very small. There are many
other matters npon which I should like to
speak, but I prefer to deal with them
when they come before the House in a
concret·e fc.·rm. There are" however, two
Bills in regard to which I feel bound,
more or less, to say a word or two. 'The
first is the Bill toO regulate the saJe and
can-ying o.f .firearms, the introduction of
which will, I think, he most gratifying to
the great la,w-ahidillg majority in the community. British instincts have always 1'evoJ.ted against the conmlOn use o.f lethal
weapons, which appears to be part and
parclel of the. daily life in sOo-called civilized
cOommunities: in other parts of the world.
There are one or two main objections
tcrr the indi~criminate carrying of fireal~ms.
In the first. place, even amongst persons
who are by no. me'aJlS connected with the
crinlina.l class, the ready access to firearms
has been the cause of many sad tragedies,
sometimes accidental, and sometimes mOJ'e
or less premedit.ated. As Shakespea.re
saysHow oft the sight of means to do ill deeds
Uakes deeds ill done.
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On the other hand, there is, I regret to
say, growing up in the' community an
ever-increasing gang of desperate men
who hold human life as nought, and who,
appa,rently, are prepared to stop at
nothing in the gratification of their .criminal instincts, and who appear to do so
with the less degree of compunction because in the last resort, if they do fall into
the clutches of the law, they seem to think
that their -organized system of criminality
will enahle them to pieroe weak spots in
the armOour of our much-vaunted jury system. To allow these men to. carry firearms with impunity would be to court
disaster. My reference to the jury system
leads me naturally to' the consideration of
the fact that members will ha;ve the opportunity during this session of so amending
the Jury Act as· to minimize, if no:t
eliminate altogether, the possibility of
" jury-squaring," as it is caned, or jury
intimidation, bOoth O'f which are rife in the
community a,t the present time.
The Hon. E. L. KIEIl.NAN.-Is this
matter mentio.ned in the speech ~
The Hon. H. L COHEN .-It is not j
but it is a matter of C()!lllmon knOowledge
with those 'who: have any familiarity with
the subject. I understood that it was
proposed to introduce a Bill to de,al with
the matteif'. I hope it will be introduced.
It is nooessa,ry tha.t it should be introduced as soon as possible.
The HOon. E L. KIERNAN.-We have
had two shots at, the jury system during
the last twelve months.
The HOon. H. 1. COHEN .-1 hope I
may be permitted. to have a shot a.t it
now. Perhaps I have a little ~pecial
knOowledge of this particular subject. As
~ne spe.aking with some knowl€<lge, I
think I can say" that, in every British co.mmunity, it is the prOoud boast in connexion
with the administration of the Criminal
Law that everything possible is done in
order to enable an accused person to prove
his innocence, and that every presumption which can he made against his guilt
is madE-I. It is a tradition with Crown
prosecutors tha,t they shall not unduly
press any charge against an accused person, and there is a tender solicitude on
the part of the presiding Judge to
elicit and elaborate any fact that
may ten in favour of an accused person.
It is a standing direction to juries to resolve eve·ry dorubt in favour of the
prisoneLr'. Therefore in British communi-
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'ties no man on t.rial need fear that he
will not ha,ve a perfectly fair run. We
m lISt take every opportunity to keep the
administration of justice pure. We. very
properly boast of the purity, integrity,
and impartiality of our judiciary. The
one blot tha,t now exists on the administra,tion of justice is the tampering with
our juries. The jury system has been
described as the bulwark of British justice. If, however, we fail to eliminate
this blo,t on the administration of justice,
it may be that the whole jury system will
ha,ve to gOI into the melting pot, and SQIlle
-substitute be fo,und.
There is one
matter not mentioned in the Governor's
Speech that I think I am at liberty to
refer to, as I .,enture tQi belie,ve that it
will be Qine of the chief subjects debated
durin,g the session. I am referring to the
.de-control of whelat.
I ha,ve considered
this matter, and outside the House I have
heard the varying views of honorable
members on thel subject. I must say tha,t
in my opinion the weight -of the argument
is overwhelmingly in favour of the. Government proposition tha.t there shall no
longer be a cormpulsory p·ool. Indeed,
the Government oould hardly have come
to any other conclusion, having regard to
the fact that the Government of South
Australia had already come to the same
decision.
I venture to think that a
eompulsory Pool would never have
been dreamt of apart from war conditions, and that if, alpart from war conditions the Government had attempted
to int.e~felre with the absolute right of the
farmer to deal as he thought fit with his
own products" the action would have been
bitterl y resented.
The Hoo. J. H. DISNEY.-Do you
t.hink the oonsumer will get a better deal 1
The Hon. H. 1. COHEN .-That is not
the matter with which I am dealing. I
am merely considering the question of control by the Government. Now that war
conditions have pass,ed awa,y, there should
be a reve,rsion tOo the traditional attitude
of the Go;vernment towards trade and commerce-a reversion to the open market,
and everything in the shaipe of compulsion.
should be reI ega ted to the limbo of the
past. The consume'r will not be overlooked and we knOow that fOil' many yea.rs
befo:re/ the war everything wOorked out
correctly. There is nOo reason why war
conditions shOould obt.ain fOol' one moment
longer than is absolutely ne'oessary.
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The Hon. G. L. GOUDIE.-Do you say,
that the conditions now are the same as
they were before the war ~
The Hon. H. 1. OOHEN.-They are.
to all intents and purposes precisely the
same, and every reason for the retention
of the compulsory Pool is absolutely gone. .
Some farmers ma.y have found in the
working of the POOol certain unsuspected.
advantalges,
but
those
advantages
are such as flOow from any system of cooperation or coUedive baxgailling, and if
they want to retain these advantages, there
is no reason whatever why they should
not band themselves together to obtain or
retain them. On the other hand, those
farmers who do, not want to go into any
such combina,tiOon should be free to do
what they like without coercion of any
kind. The time has passed fOor interference
by the Gove'l'nment. It is admitted that
there are, many defects: in the present·
system of the compulsory Pool. These defects, in my opiniOon, are such as are inseparable frOom Govern,me'llt control. That
fact supplies anOother argumoot in favour
Qf decontrol. Now, I promised that I would
be brief, and I shall, thelr'e.rore, nOlt refer
to any othelr matter. I tha,nk hono'rable
membe;rs fOol' the very kindly hearing they
have given me. I am looking forward with
pleasurable expectation to my association
with this Council and it.s individua.l
members. I believe that my associatiOO1
with honorable memberI's, and my participation in the debates of the House, will
have an educative e,ffect which call1not
fail to be of great pra.ctical benefit to me.
The Hon. W. A. ADAMSON.-I have
thei honour tOo secOond the mot.iQin 00 ably
prOoposed by J\!Ir. Cohen.
It is evident
that in him we ha,ve r€oeived a, ve-ry substantial and welcQime a.ddition to the
a,bility and the debating powe;r of the
HOIuse.
FOor some considerable time" we
have had but. three lawyers in the Chamber, and ha.ve been deprived of the services of two of them by the fact that you,
Mr. President, hold that position and
tha t Mr. Brown hCllds the position
of Chairman of
Commit.tees,
Our
popular friend who leads the Govelrnment
has had, at times, when the subject under
discussion depended strictly on legal interpreltation, a little tOOl much of his own
way, which, by-the-bye, he .likes. Now
we ha,ve the services of another able lawyer in the Honse. I have nOI doubt tha,t
the Attorney-Cemeral and Mr. Cohen will
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break ma.ny a friendly lance. The honorahle member congratulated the Government on the sa,tisfaetory manner in
which they have administered the
a.ffarirs of the State through a somewhat
difficult period. It is due to the wise
and prudent management of our affairs
by this Government and their predeoesSO'fS that the Sta:t..e stands so well. Ever
since Victoria has had resP.onsihle government, we have been vei1:y fortunate in our
Governments. We have not yet had one
Socialistio Government in power.
It is
on this acoount tha,t the State of Victoria.
stands to-day in a position of economic
development and financial stability that
cannot possibly be equalled nor challenged
by any other State. The public accounts
are sound and healthy. When we consider the money that ha.s been invested
on reproductive works, such as railways
a.nd irrigation-woi1:ks that will become
lllDr~ reproductive as time goes on-we
Ciln say that we ha,ve very litUe to cavil
at. The Government ha,ve had to faCIe increased expenditure, but at the same time
they have had the good fo.rtune to receive
·continually increasing revenue. This enabled them at the end of the financial
year 1919-20 to balance their accounts
V&y creditably, and I believe fro.m the
fOlrecast tha,t there will be a credit
balance for the last financial year. The
most difficult period is befo.re the Government. In the speech We readMy Advisers view with natural concern th~
prevailing financial stringency.
At the same
ti.m~, they recognise that it would be inadvisable. to restrict unduly the carrying out of
n~cessary and productive public works which
W'lll further the development of the State, 'and
also furnish opportunities far employment.

Quite a number o.f State activities a~e
tnentioned in thel speech, the furtherr devel9pment of which will necessarily entail
further expenditure. The greatest pessimist Wo.uld not advocate any interruption
of these works that a,re so essential to. the
development of the Etate. Th~ State activity that desecr:ved~y holds the first place
is the great. M o.rw ell scheme. \Ve know
with satisfaction that its development is
being vigo.rous1y prosecuted, and. we are
pleased to le,arn from the spee,ch that contract,s have been let for the material for
the transmission line and f.or the plant
for'the te,rmin:al statiorn at Newport. I
take it I tha t the erection' of the terminal
ptation ,at. N e'wport emphasizes the value
of cerutral control. The present electrical
Han. W. A. Adamson.
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undertakers of Melbourne have reached'
Had the
Morwell scheme not 'been launched, at:
this· juncture those undertakings would
have been obliged to go in forr a go.od deal
Otf capital expenditure on plant in order
to supply their customecr:s with the necessary current, and tha.t plant would have·
to be scrapped later on. N ow this will
become a unit of thel whole scheme, and
the mo.ney expended will not be so ill uch
capital wasted.
The manufacture o.f
brique,ttes is ano.ther very important portion of the MorweH scheme. "'ivVe know
that the Elec:tricity Commissioners have
despatched an engineer abroad to inquire
with regard to the manufacture of' briquettes and the most up-:to.date machinery
for that purposel.
The Commissioners
ha,ve expressed the opinio.n t,hat they will
be able to produce hriquettes for do.mestic
and man,ufacturing purposes at a price
tha,t will enable them to' be used more
advantageously than imported cOtal. It is
quite obvious that tha.t will re~mlt in th&
circulation in Victoria of a, very large
amount of money tha,t a.t prelsent goes into
New South Wales. IncidentaUy a good
deal of employment will be given in this
State that Wlould no.t otherwise be given.
Mr. Kendell will be pleased to note the
statement tha.t the COtmmissioners are'
continuing their inve,stiga,tions 0'£ wa,ter
resOturces fOIl" the pro.duction of electrical
energy. The hono(I"able member believes
that in the Kiewa River there is a potentiality for producing eledric energy per.
haps even more che1aply than it can Pe
produced at Morwell. Of course, this is
a matter on which we must rely for
guidance on the Q1p~nion of experts whom
we h~ve appointed fOr that purpose. I
am glad that they are going to subject
the Kiewa. and o·ther water schemes to
the most searching. investigation. 'N 0
doubt if they find that these schemes
can be. made supplementary to' the Mo.rweJ.l : sche\Dle they will be prepared to
utilize. all. the power thqtt can be generatea.
by. thea;n,
The settlement o.f returned
soldiel's is refe.rred to. in the Governor's
Speech. That work, of course, must proceed until we accomplish the task. we
set ou.q'selves and have fulfilled the
promises we made to OUi;' soldiers.
Notwithstanding a
few
complaints
thatha ve been made her;e and there· regarding soldier settlement, I think the'
Government have, dOOle the jOth well, and
the limit o.f their capa.city.
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I think that the record is one of which
nart only the Government, but the State
of Vi0toria, may be proud. His Excellency infonns us that up tOi the eiIld of
May last the number OIf sOildiers to whom
blocks had been ,allotted or who were receiving advances was 7,766.
Mr. Cohen
has already alluded to the fact that there
is a ve;ry large numher of allotments being got reaqy for further settlers. I
agree with the honOlra,He memher in sa.ying that it is gratifying to know that
the progress made by the settlers is
satisfying to the Board, and that the
Board is ahle to say quite definitely that
the number of failures amongst the men
will represent a very small percentage.
Immigra,tion is a subjelct to which OInly
a. very curt reie'rence is made in the G0vernor's Speech, but I trust that the immigration policy is being vigorously
carried on, not only by the VictOirian
Government, but also by the .Qo'YeTllments of the OIthe!r States in CO!Iljunction
with the Oommonwealth Administration.
We have a large and fertile continent,
and one of our greatest needs is milljons ()f
people 'Of our own colour to fill the empty
spaces. Certain GOlVernment enterprises,
to some of which I shall allude later OIn,
are making the State OIf VictOiria capable
OIf supporting a la.rger number OIf people
than it cOIuld support if the country w&e
left in a, natural state. Water stOirage
works are amongst 'Our great assets that
must be extended. If ever we had any
doubts as to the wisdom OIf our irrigation
enterprises tlie~ were definitely dispelled
long ago.
It wOluld be inter'esting to
know the aetua,l sum the irrigation system
has added tOI the .material wealth OIf this
Sta,te. We know that areas tha,t were
BU pporting a. ve·ry sparse population, and
that were only grazing sheep a,nd cattle,
as a result OIf irrigatiOin are now thickly
pOlpulated by prosperolUs settlers. The extension -of the railways into the Mallee,
preceded by a wate,r supply for stock and
domestic purposes, is anOither sound investment that, no doltlbt, in the future
will return us rich dividends. I am glad
to see by the Governor's ,Speech that the
Government intend tOi open up a further
1,000,000 acres of Mallee country. Look:
ing back a few years, it is almost like a
romance to think tha,t the Mallee is pt'odueing such an enOO'nlOUS .amount of
wealth. When I was a young man the
Mallee was looked upon as a menaoo, and
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it was said that it would cost us money
for all time in. keeping out the wild dogs,
and rabbits.
The Hon. W. L. BAILLmu.-In this
Chamber m-emberssaid ov,er 8.nd ovm'
again that the GOIVernment should aba.ndon the MaUee.
The HOOl. W. A. ADAM.SON.-The
MaBee is nolW producing an enD'l'mOllS
.amoont of wea.lth. There is a referew:e
in the Govern.ar" S 8}:>ooch to the Depa.rtment oJ Agriculture tha.t might very well
have been amplified.. No Deputment of the
State has rendered.
'Or is rendering b.etter secr:vioo, orr.has had
mOT'e admirable results.
The ofI1cers of
the Department are very zealous men;,
whOi al"e doring good work, sometimes
unde!I" very disagreea.ble ooo.dit.ions. They
ha.ve rendered services in connexioR with
diseases of stock a.nd dairy supervisiOin
which have been OIf enormous value, and
'yet, because people are not educated as
to the value of this kind of work, when
the officers go ,Qln tOi prOlpertiesto dOl theil.·
duties they meet with a most disagreeaNe reception, I think it can be said
that they have the mOist disagreeable job
of a.ny men in the Pu blio Service. I
think it is ndt. ~ng toOl fa.r to say that
on more than Olle occasicm these offi.c~
have saved the dairying herds olf Victoria
frOom a.bsolute dervastatiorn. through pleuropneumonia" which. disease is almost permanently with us. The resea.rdJ. wOI1"k o,f
the Department, which some people 1a.ugh
at, is' also valuable. It is sa,jd that tbi5
wOIrk does not pa,y, but honorable members should visit thSi x'ooeaJ'lCh farm.at
We.rribee, and see wha,t is being done
there. One of the officers 0If the Department, Mr. Riohardson, the wheat 'expert,
is wOlrth mOire money to the State thaD
the Dep~tment has cost the State. As
a result OIf his work in demonstra.ting '\to
farmers the whea,t they ought tOi grow,
the cross-bre,eding OIf whelat, the use of
fertilizers, and so on, the value OIf the
productiOin of this State has been increased by millions of pounds.
The Hon. J. STERNBERG.-What about
Dr. Cameron ~
The R'on. W. A'. AD.A,:MSON.-Dr.
Cameron, the head of the Department,
is a. ve;ry able man. So is Mr. Robinson,
the head of the veterinary branch, a.nd
there are a numher of other valuabl9
OIfficers. The paragraph of the Goy-ernor's
Speech dealing with the roads policy of
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the Government should meet with general
approval. Thm-e is no mare important
'Problem than tha t of providing good
roads. We have a' magnificent railway
system radiating throughout the country, but it is only a truism to say that
railways cannot work to their full efficiency without roads, and roads are not
much good without railways. As a developmental agency roads and railways
should go hand in hand. Victoria was
singularly wise when it adopted a roads
policy of its own in 1912, in which
year the Oountry Roads Act was passed
and the Board appointed. Good and all
as that policy was, everything depended
UpOOl its administration, and in that regard it is generally recognised that the
Government of the day made a ve'ry wise
selection of the men to control that department of activity when it appointed
Mr'. Calder and hi~ two colleagues as
members of the Board. There is no other
State Depa,rtment tha,t has a mo,re satisfactory or a. mOire creditable record, and
one finds it the unanimous opinion
amongst municipal authorities throughout
the State that the Board has done its work
effectively, .and in a thoroughly .practical
and satisfact'Ory manner. We have only
dealt with the outside fringe of our
roads problem, and the more the
benefits of good highways are demonstrated the more insistent becomes the
demand for more road construction.
The steady pursuit of a sound and continuous policy of road construction will
be OOle of the most imporlant factors in
enabling the man on the land to succeed,
.:and in encouraging him to increase his
production. In the Gippsland Province, as
Mr. Edgar knows, there were scores of
.,thousands of acres of good land, some of
wblch I venture to say was as rich in pro.. du~tive qualities as any land in the
Western District, which were only carrying a few head Df stock because there were
no road facilities. If a. man grew anything he had to carry it out on his ba,ck.
I will undertake to say that the work of
the Country ROlads Board in that province has added eD.OIImOlUsly to the assets
of this State. HOOlorable mem~ers will
remember that in the original Act we
provided £2,000,000 to be expended
over a series of years. I understand
that a.t 30th June, 1920, £1,900,000 had
been expended. .
We alSOI provided last
Hon. W. A. Adamson.
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year £500,000 to meet further requests
from shires for new roads and bridges.
The expenditure from the~ funds crea,ted
a vas.t imp~olVement in the highways of
"the State and together with the maintenance expenditure which goes Q1n from
year to year, has transformed what were
pra.ctically a number 0'£ tracks only passable in the summer, and then only lUlder
conditions of discomfort, into first class
highwa~s that can be travelled Olver at
any time of the year. Formerly, centres
such as Sale and Bairnsdale were isolated
from the metropolis, except by rail, during the winter months. That is a thing of
the past. We have now a good road right
to Bairnsdale, and last time I met the
Chairman of the Board he told me that
within the neoct tWOI years a. person will
be able to tra,vel from the South A ustra.lian berder to New South Wales by road
in perfect comfort a,t any time of the
year. Of course', the direct result of this
impr9vemeut Df country roads has been
a. marked increase in the values of
the country propeQ'ties seTved by them.
There hag thus heen created a ne,w
public
interest,
and
an
insistent
demand for more and beUer reads.
In 1918 we passed the Developmental
Roads Act, undeT which we made
available £500,000 for the construction of developmen t'al roads, and
.subsequently we passed another Act,
making provision for an expenditure
of £1,500,000 on these· roads. That
was the measure that the AttoTney-General got through by means of wha,t I called
" the tramway juggle." He took £800,000
from the tramways to keep the municipalities quiet. He told us that without
a sop to the municipalities it would be
impossible to make proper provision for
country roads. These were undDubtedly
the most pf'ogressive and liberal measures
ever passed for the de,velopment of country districts, and are far in advance of
anything done in the other Sta,tes. Under
these Acts the sums I have mentioned
are to be expended Olver a period of eight
years in the construction and improvement of lateral or subsidiary roads and
in giving access to railway stations. I am
indebted to the Chairman of the Board
for the informa,tion that already 436 developmental roads have ben selected for
improvement, and that about £982,000
has been expended. Under the original
Act the municipalities were required to
l,
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bear half the cost of the construction for
main roads, but under the Act dealing
wi~)l purely developmental roads the whole
of the .cost of construction is found by
the Governm€lIlt, and the shires have to
pay merely a portion of the interest.
The expenditure under these measures
must create a new era, in the development
of districts in the remote and sparsely
populated portions of the State, and give
heart and encouragement to the pioneers
and the way-back settlers who have
struggled on so manfully, and who, without this assistance, might have had to
exist without good roads for at least another half-century. The municipal counoils are eager to participate in the liberal
provisions of the Act, and the Country
Roads Board is constantly making inspections of llew routes for that purpose.
Another important activity of the Board
is its co-operation with the Closer
Settlement Board in ,providing roads in
connexion 'with soldier settlements. The
Hoard is Iproviding these men with Toads
to give them access to the markets,
and that is a very wise policy. I think
the time has come w h€lIl some measure of
this kind should be introduced to deal
with main rQads in the metropolis. We
have a number of roads running through
several municipalities and carrying traffic
which is really foreign to each of these
municipalities. Some of these roads form
a dividing line.
'Vhere a road runs
through several of these luunicipalities
eadl one has to maintain the portion
within its territory. Where the road is
the dividing line between two municipalities, sometimes it is diffioolt to get uniform action. One of the two municipalities
may be prepared to spend money on the
road, but the other may have no funds,
and so you get a rorud like the curate's egg,
good in parts only. I hope the Minister
of Public Works will give some considera,tion to this matter, and endeavour to promote discussiQn amongst the municipalities. That would be a necessary prelimina.ry to the introductiDn of a Bill. The
whole Qf the fees derivable frOom the
licensing Df motor vehioles aJllount to
about £ 100,000 a year, a,nd this sum will
go on increasing. We have also included
for road oonstruction £20,000 frQm the
unused water frontages. There is another
fund t.hat the Government might use for
this purpose', and that is the fund known
as the Licensing Equivalent.
It represents the pa'yment made to the munici-
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palities of a. sum equal to what they got
before the licensing legislation was taken
out of their hands.
.

The HQn. A. ROBINSON.-A reminiscence of the da.rk ages:
The HDn. W. A. ADAMSON.-Yes.
A gQod many of the municipalities receive
this money. So:tne of the country municipalities, as I fOlUIld when Minister, had
out-back roads in such a sta.te tha,t the
settlers were struggling for existence, but
not one penny of this mQney was Sp€lIlt Qn
those roads.
The metropolitan municipalities receive a portion of the fund, and
I think the city of Melbourne draws
£12,000 annuaUy from it. Wauld it 110l;.
b:e better to ear-mark this money to pay.
t·he int€irest and sinking fund on the capital expended on roads? I hope the ~fin
ister of Public W'orks, if he thinks anything of my suggestion, will give it a.n
airing. To summarize my remarks, I
would say that at present there are two
outstanding questions that vitally affect
the State. The first is finance, and the
second a discriminating policy, of immigration. Our fin ancia,l position is Qne
from which we should derive grea,t satisfaction. The credit of the State stands
high, and the fact that we have ilOt had
increased. taxation during the last few
troublous years, and tha,t last financial
year will probably close with a credit balallee, is a great tribute to the way ill
which our State funds have been managed.
At the same time, we have pursued an
enterprising policy of development, and
this must conduce toO national progress.
Economy in administration is absolutely
essential, but it must be scierttific, reasonable, and not hyste["icaL We can well
remember wha.t happened ill the years following the land boom, and th:l,t the
economy then effected was so drastic and
unwise that several ye1ars had to pass befQre we recovered from the effects of it.
\Ve should try to a,void the error'S of that
p€'riod. 'Ve all hope that the 'Vhite Australia policy will be upheld, and that. we
shall be able to' fill this continent with
people of our own colour. Although Victoria is the most thickly populated of the
8tat€s, it still has a number of vacant
spaces, and we want to' fill those spaces
with people. For preference we want to
:6.11 them with our own kith and kin frQm.
t.he British Isles. We do not begruc ge, the
cities and provincial centres the,ir populations, but we must recognise tha.t there
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is a, pressing necessity for more people in
the, country districts in order that our
secondary and primary industries may be
built up', It is pleasing to learn from the
Governor's Speech that the developmental
policy is proving so successful, or, as in
the. case of Morwell, is ofi,ering such excellent prospects. The Morwell schem.e, is
one of primary importaNce to this Sta.te.
With chea.p power and cheap land, industries will be established in the country
without &rtificial stimulus, and, therefore,
win give everv promise of permanent success. With the continuance of the policy
of constructing main and developmental
roads, and with the steps announced
for water conservation and forestry,
it would appear that the Government
are laying the foundation of a condition of prosperity which will act as a
powerful magnet toO immigration. The
Government are acting wisely in determining to exploit neW marI\;ets for our products, and I would warn producers that
the Government's int,entions will be frus'trated unless they do their D'art. They
must not only send their hest a,way, but
the products must be properly graded, and
must be put up in attractive packages, so
that they can compete with the products
of other countries which are put on the
market in the best W[J,y possible The
outside appearance of tinned fruits ,and
jt!leats is of very grea,t importance. Producers must, of course, be very particular
not to send away any indifferent stuff.
'r he'a,rtily welcome the decision of the Government for the de-control of wheat. The
circumstances which in the past caused
the inauguration of the Wheat Pool
scheme have now passed away,. and all
Id.nds of trade should be permitted to revert to normal channels. Until this is
done there can be no stability in business.
Government management and Government
interference in commercial matters cause
initation and loss of efficiency.
It is
more than two years and a half since the
Armistice was declared, and we cannot go
on indefinitely postponing year after year
a. return to private enterprise simply bemuse we have not yet got back to prewar conditions. While we continue State
control of wheat or other commodities we
are hampe'ring the return to pre-war conditions, and are, therefore, placing an
o1>etacle in the way of progress. There
can be no objection whatever to wheatgrower.s forming and c:onducting a wheat
Hon. ,~. A. Adamson.
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pool of their own; but each grower should
have liberty to dispose of his product as
he feels inclined. No wheat-grower or
body of wheat-growers should ha.ve power
to coerce any individual wheat-grower.
That is not co-operation; it is tyranny. I
w(}uld be the last man in the world to
do anything that was going to hamper
the farmer or to injure him in any way;
but I do say that I think that the farmers
are taking a mistaken view of this matter. I think they would be making ,a,
dangerous precedent. If they admitted this
principle they would be indorsing t.he first
plank of the platform of that socialist.ic
body which has been their hereditary
enemy for all time. If you nationalize
wheat you cannot very logically bring forward a. reason for not, nationalizing any
other commodity. I think the Gove~
ment is fully justified in persevering with
its measure for the better government of
the University. F'rom what Mr. Cohen
has said to-night,. I am quite sure that
when the University Bill oomes before the
House he will be of great assist.ance to the
Attomey-Gener:al in explaining the meaning of the measure to us, and in getting
it made into a workable Bill. The present Government appears to be reasonably
virile, and I do not see a.ny reason why
it should not continue to be so.
The Hon. J. H. DrSNEY.-Do you think
it is pretty safe 1
TheRon. W. A. ADAMSON.-I think
so. The worst faults ,any Government can
ha,ve are smugness and self-satisfa,ction,
and I do not think the Lawson GOVNnment is atIected in 'iha,t way. I 'have
spoken at greater length than I generally
do; but I .assure honorable members tha.t
I do not intend .to allow it to become a
habit. It is related that when the son of
a well-known act()r was married, the
officiating clergyman addressed the guests
at considerable length, and when he had
:finished, they sang, "Now thank we all
our God." I do not want the House to
feel inclined to sing that hymn at the
conclusion of my speech. I hope that the
Government will shape its policy in
such a manner as to keep its expenses
within its revenue without impairing
the developmental agencies fu which I
have referred, and without placing ,any
further burdens on the taxpayers, either
in t.he way of direct taxation or in the
way of increased freights and fares.
I
am sure that such .a ,poliey will have the
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most cordial support and sympathy of this
House,
On the motion of the Hon. D. L.
MoNAMARA, the debate was adjourned
until the following day.
ADJOURNMENT.
.

The Hon. A. ROBINSON (Attorneymove-

General).-~

That the House, at its rising, adjourn until
to-m'orrow at 4.30 p.m.

I had hoped that a Supply Bill would
reach this House this evening, in which
case I would have asked honorable members to deal with it to-night. I would
then not have asked them to meet again
until Tuesday next; but, unfortunately,
the Bill has not reached us, and, therefore, I must ask the House to meet tomorrow, so that the Supply Bill may be
passed this week. It is essential for the
payment of the public creditor that the
Bill be passed this week.
The mot,ion was agreed to.
The House adjourned at eleven minutes
past eight o'clock.

LEGISLATIVE
lVednesaay~

ASSEMBLY.

July 6~ 1921.

'The SPEAKER took the chair at two
o'clock p.m.
The Clerk read the Governor's Proclamation convoking Parliament.
Immediately afterwards the Usher of
the Legislative Council .brought a
message from His Excellency the Governor requesting the presence of honorable members in the ,chamber of the
Legislative ·Council.
Accordingly the Speaker, with the
House, proceeded to the Council chamber.
The SPEAKER resumed the chair at
twenty-four minutes to five o'clock.
REPRESENTATION OF UPPER
GOULBURN.
ELECTION EXPENSES.

The SPEAKER announced that Dn
Tuesday, 11th January last, he issued a
writ fo.r the elecliOO1 Qif a member tQi serve
fOor the electoral district of U ppell" Goulburn, in the place of Mr. Edwin Joseph
Ma~ell, who was unseated QIIl a. report
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from t.he: Committee of ElectiOllls and
Qualifications, and that hel had rooe,ived a
return to the writ by which it appeared
tha.t Mr. Ma.ckreU had been re-elected.
Mr. Mackrell was then ·introduced and
sworn.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-I should like
tQi ask whether the Government int®.d to
take steps to pay the expenses of candida,tes in ccm.nexion with one of the elections fo((" the district of Upper Goulburn.
F'ro.m the report of the Elections and
Qualifications Committee it appears tha.t
the need of a. new election was due to
SOome action of the Returning Offioor,
and cannot 00 attributed to the
candida.tes a.t all.
In such circumstances it seems to me that men
should not be mulcted in expenses for
the' two elections. 'Only a RmaU amount
of mOone~ would be involved, probably less
than £100, and in my opinion it would
he' only fail" that .the expenses should be
met by the Government.
OUll(lidates
are put to considerable expense in tra.velling through. an electorate. That applies
tOI all the candidates, but their personal
expenses axe not included in their returns.
I trust tha,t the Governmeut. will take
the question into consideratiOon.

Mr. J. W. BILLS ON (Fitzroy) .-Do
the Government intend to reply to the
Leader of the Opposition ~ I should be
very pleased to listen tQi a, reply. I agree
with the Leader o.f the Opposition that
where a secOond election is rendered necessary, not as a result of anything done by
the candidates, but through the fault
o-f the Re'turning Officer, it is the duty
of the Government to pay some share, if
not t.he who,le of the wlection expenses.
If the second election were the result of
SQme action or want of action Oon the
part of the candidates themse,lves, then
they should be mulct. in the expenses incurred. in tha,t second eJectio.n, and any
pe~altl.e,s ~Ihich .th~ Committee might
thInk It WIse to mflIct. In the circumstances it is the duty OIf the Government
to come tQi the aid olf these men and pay
the expenses of the second election.
T~e GoveT~ment will not be treating the
House qUIte fairly unless they make
some pronouncement in cOlllnexiOon with
the matt.er. I.~ not speaking from a
party pomt of VIew at all. This so.rt of
thing might happen to any of us and
the Government should tell the House
what they intend tOt dOt in the mRtter.
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Mr. LAWSON (Premier) .-Some time
ago a request for the payment of election
expenses on behalf of Mr. Gleeson was
preferred to the Government by the
Leader O!f the Opposition. I submitted
the ma.tter to Ca."binet. We considered
the question fully, and thorught that therre
was no precedent for the payment of such
expenses.
Mr .. RYAN.-The Federal Government
did SOl in the ca,se of Ballarat.
I

Mr. LAWSON .-The circumstances in
c'onne:xion with the £iallarat election were,
I understand, different. In regard to the
return of electiQlIl. elxpenses, the amQlUnt
invorlved in Mr. Gleeson's return was
about £10. That was the, amount sent to
the C~ief Secretary's office.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-Candidates are not
aIlo·wed tOI include personal exp-ense~.

ELECTIONS AND QUALIFICATIONS
COMMITTEE.
The SPEAKER laid on the table his
warrant appointing Mr. Allan, Mr. Eggle'ston, Mr. MoLeod, Mr. Prendergast,
~Mr. Snowball, Mr. Solly, and Mr. Warde
as a Committee of Elections and Qualifications.
TEMPORARY CHAIRMEN OF
COMMITTEES.
The SPEAKER laid on thel table his
warrant normina,ting Mr. Cotter, Mr.
Dmvnward, Mr. Greenwood, Mr. Groves;
Mr. Hannah, Mr. Robertson, and Mr.
Solly to act as Temporary Ohairmen of
Committees, whenever requested. to do so
hy the Chairman of COiIIlIDit£ees.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
SPEAKER.
Mr. LAWSON (Prermier).-Before the
Mr. LAWSON .-The honorable memher knows, and the House knows, that House proceeds to the despatch of busithere are certain personal expenses not ness, I take this opportunity o.f tendering
included in the returns. However, I am to yo.u, l\1r. Speaker, on behalf of all
prepared tOI look into the whole matter honorable members, our congratulations
again, and confer further with my col- upon the lionour which His Majesty the
leagues in regard to it. Probahly, I will King has b:~'en pleiase:d to' confer on you.
take the mind of the House in regard to \Ve know and appreciate your fine relCord
the whole proposition after we have of public ser1"vice'. 'VVel know that it has
analyzed fully the report of the Com- boon the practice to recognise the sermittee of Elelctions and QuaIifica,tions to vices of the hooorable member who. presee whether the blame is entirely on an sides over the de!lihera.tions of this House,
officer of the Government. Thel Govern- and we. feel tha,t, in yO'u1" case, because
ment have nOi desire but to act justly of tne personal qualitiers which are yours,
and fairly in a matter of this kind, but and becaUSE:! of your long period of puhlic
honorable mem betS will realize. that we service, the honour is esplecially wellare guardians of the public purse, and merit,~d. The members 0'£ this Hooser rewhile it may be easy tOt disburse money joice with you, sir, in the distinction
in tha,t way wei have to be tho,roughly which you have, so deservedly won.
satisfied that the payment. is justfied beThe SPEAKER.-I thank you, Mr.
fore we can aut!crize it.
Premier, for your kind remarks regarding myself, aud I thank honorable membeFs for the manner in which they have
ASSENT TO BILLS.
lir. LAWSON (Premier) preseuted a received the int.imation to this House,
message from the Qovernor intimating and also for the v·my in which they haye
that His Excellency had caused the Bills spoken to me personally on the mHttpr.
entitled "An Act relating to' the ReTHE NE'V GOVERNOR.
imbursement O'f Expenses of Members
. ADDRESS OF WELCOME.
of thel Legislativel Assembly and the
Salaries of Responsible Ministers 0.£
1ir. LA WSON (Premier) .-Since the
the Crown" and "An Act to amend the Housel last met a H8f\V' GoveTnor has boon
Constitution Act 1915," which were re- appointed, and I, therefore, moveserved fOlr the signification of His
That the following Address to His Excellency
Majesty's pleasure thereon, and which re- the Governor be agreed to by this House : To His Excellency Colonel the Right Honorceived His Ma,jesty's assent on the 122nd
able George Edward John Mowbray, Earl of
of April, 1921, to be proclaimed in the Stradbroke,
K.C.M.G., C.B., C.V.O., C.B.E.,
Gove'rnrnent Galzette.
Aide,-de-Camp to His Majesty the King;

The New Governor.

[6

JULY,

Governor of the State of Victoria and its
Dependencies in the Commonwealth of Australia, &c., &c., &c.
,
~IAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLEXCY:
We His Majesty's faithful and loyal subjects,' the Members of the Legislative Assembly
of Victoria in Parliament assembled, desire to
convey to Your Excellency the expression of
our loyalty to His Majesty's Throne and person, and our regard for the high office His
Majesty has been pleased to confer upon your
Excellency.
We extend to Your Excellency, on behalf of
the :people of this State, a cordial welcome
to VIctoria, and we beg that Your Excellency
will receive our assurances that we shall, at
all ti:11es, readily co-operate with Your Excellency in advancing the welfare of this part
of His Majesty'~ Dominions bey.ond t~e Seas,
and in preservlOg the connexlOU WIth the
Mother Country.

Very few words are necessary to commend this motion of welcome to His Ex-cellency. 'Ve considered ourselvels fortuna.te when it was intimated that the
Earl of Stradbroke had been appointed
to the high office of Governor of Victoria.
W,e were then aware that he had a fine
record of public i€iI'vice, and tha,t he had
had a distinguished war record, ha.ving
played the part of a gallant soldier in the
Great War . We kJ?€IW, alsQI, that the
Countess of Stradbroke had been engaged in ministrations of mercy in connexion with our soldiers, and had done
magnificent wOTk, sholwing an . exceUent
public spirit. FOor themselves we apprecia,te the appointment 0'£ the Go;vernor
and the Countess of StradbrOoke. Wei feel
tha,t it is an important appOointm~nt, and
tha,t it was gladly w.elcomed by Victoria.
The people eve1ryw here ha,ve shown a.
cordiality of feeling and a respect which I
am sure must he ple,asing to! the Governor
and the Countess of Stradbrelke. There
was a fine demonstration of welcome when
His ExceHency arrived j but this is the
first formal official eppOortunity that we,
as a Parliament, have had of assuring
His Excellency of our loyalty, and of
congratulating him on his appointment
and pledging ourseJv€'S to cQI-ope'rate with
him in the discharge of the duties Oof his
high Ooffice.
Mr. HANNAH.-Would you do that if
a local man were a ppoin ted ~
Mr. LAWSON.-Whatever might be
dOone, the hOonorable mem her may be sure
that thecr:e would be loyal co-operation
from Parliament in connexien with the
functions of such a. high and important
dnce. I know that honorable members
gladly acoept this opportunity of expres-
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sing, on behalf of the Legislative Assembly, our fe,elings Oof gladness and of
loyalty.
Mr. PRENDERGAST. - I beg to
second the motion.
Mr. ALLAN.-I desire to JOom in
the welcoming of Lord and Lady Stradbroke to Victeria. I have hc::.d an opportunity Oof meeting them, and I feel that
they have already endeared themselves to
the people of this State.
Lord StradbrOoke cernes tOo US with a high reputatien
as a statesman and a soldi€iI'. \Ve, have
in the Governe,r an English gentleman
who is honorable, and who will hold the
balance of power in this State in accordance with the highest traditiOons. I
hope that. the stay of the Governor and
the Oountess of Stradbl'oke in Victoria
will be very pleasant to, them. I f€lel sure
that when they leave us they will take
back to England ve1ry kindly remembrances ef the people of this State.
The motion was agreed to.
Mr. LAWSON (Premier) movea~
That the said Address be presented to His
Excellency the Governor by Mr. Speaker and
members of the House.

The motion ~as agreed tOo.
IMPORTED GOODS FOR ISTATE
DEP.A.RTMENTS.
Sir ALEXANDER PEAOOOK (Minister of Public Instruction), pursuant to
an Order of the House (dated October
17, 1905), presented a return of machinery, goods, and material manufactured or produced outside the Oommonwealth, and purchased fo.r the use of the
Education Department for the year ending 30th June, 1919.
Similar relturns were presented by Mr.
BARNES (Minister of Railways) in 1'ela.tion to the Sta.te COial Mine and the
Railway Department for the year ending
30 June, 1920.
.
BRIE'FS .AND FEES TO COUNSEL.
Mr. LAWSON (Premier), in compliance, with an Order of the House (dated
'December 16, 1920), presented a return
showing the number of briefs and fees
paid to counsel who are not returned soldiers on ·behalf of Government Departments, public bodies, and the Railways
Oommissioners, and the number paid to
,counsel who are returned soldiers.
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POUNDS BILL.
Mr. LAW;SON (Premier).-In accord-
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of Parliament, of which, for greatar accuracy, I J:w.ve obtained a copy.

As the

ance with the usual practice, and in order Speech was printed, and copies ,are in the
to preserve the privileges of the House, hands of honora,ble members, it will not
I move for leave to. introduce a Bill to :be necessary for me to read it.
Dr. ARGYLE.-I moveamend the Pounds Act.
That the following Address-in-Reply to the
'The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read Speech of His Excellen<!y the Governor to both
Houses .of Puliament be agreed to by this
a first time.
House:OOMMITTEES OF SUPPLY AND
WAYS AND MEANS.
,Mr. LAWISON (Premier).-I ill'ove,
by leaveThat the Standing Orders be suspended, 'SO
as to allow the Committees of Supply and
Ways and Means to be appointed forthwith.

The motion was agreed to.
Mr. LAWSON (P.remier).-I move,
by leaveThat this House will this day resolve itself
into a Committ-ee to 'Consider of the Supply to
~ ,granted to His Majesty.

The motion was .agreed to.
Mr. LAWSON (Premier).-I move,
by leaveThat this House will this day resolve itself
into a Committee to oonsider of the ways and
means for raising th~ Supply to be granted to
His Majesty.

Mr. COTTER.-YOU are following a bad.
precedent.
.
Mr. LAWSON.-This is a formal
motion.
Mr. COTTER.-There will be no discussion, although it is proposed to vote
£3,OOO,BOO to-night.
:Mr. LAWSON.-I hope you will help
me to put the matter through.
The motion was agreed to.
ESTIMA.TES.
Mr. LAWSON (Premier) presented a
message from the Governor, transmitting
an estimate of expenditure for the months
of July and August, 1921, and recommending an appropriation from the Con'Solidated Revenue accordingly.
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rr PLEASE YoUR EXCELL'ENCY:
\Ve, the Legislative Assembly of Victoria in

Parliament assembled, beg to express our
loyalty to our Most Gracious Sovereign, and
to thank Your Excellency for the gra<!ions
Speech tha.t you have been pleased to address
to Parliament.

This Housa has already tendered to His
Excellency the Govern'Or and the Oountess of Stradhroke a welcome to this outpost 'Of our Empire, and it seems to methat the time is opportune for some reference to be made to the appointment of
,State Governors. There are some people
who hold that it would be in the public
interest t'O have our State Governors appointed from amongst ,our own citizens.
lam not one of those who taka up that
attitude. Indeed, I hold a contrary
OpInIOn. I consider it is of paramount
importance that the 'person who occupies
the position of Governor of a sovereign
State should be absolutely free from all
suspicion ·of p.arty bias. I do not think
it is possible to obtain that impartiality
from any private citizen, no matter how
highly placed he may be. It has been
customary in the past to appoint the
Ohief Justice as the Lieutenant-Governor
to act in the .absence of the Governor;
and I would "ask any member if he considers it possible to find, even amongst
our Supreme Court Judges, one who has
not at some time or other interested himself more 'or less actively in 1St ate ,politics.
Mr. SLATER.-They have all been
against Labour.
, Dr. ARGYLE.-They have been more
,or Less interested in State politics, an,d
some of them have been very much
against Labour. That is the princiJpaI
reaSOn I have for the p0'sition 1. take up.
Gan any honorable member recall a man
whG) has been :appomted ia-s Chief .Justice,
w hOI, prior to a:cceptingthat position,
WaB not more tOr less an
a.ctive poli-

ADDREss-IN -REPLY.
The ISPEAKER.-I hav,e to report
tha t tbe members of this House this day
attended the Legislative OoulIilcil ·chamber, tioia.n, and huk>€ill eith.er exeoutive or
when His Exoel1e:m:cy the Governor was legislative aetiondistinctly hostile to a
pleased to make a speech to bo'th Houses certain section of the eOmnllU!llity ~ While
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time may pass, the memory of actions of
that sort will remain. When it becomes
necessary for such an official to decide
against the policy of one or other of the
.parties in this State, it will be very difficult to convince the party which has been
ruled against t!that action has not been
prejudiced by previous political experiences.
Mr. HANNAH.-That did not apply to
the late Sir John Madden.
Dr. ARGYLE.-I may remind the honorable member for Oollingwood that even
icebergs have been known to melt under
the fierce fire of party politics. It ·has
been contended that the reason for importing-if I may use the term-a
Governor from the United Kingdom has
been because of the social status of the
individual selected. I do not think such
an argument is worthy of serious consideration by this House. It. is absolutely
futile. The question of expense has been
raised, and it has been urged that a considerable sum could be saved by the apl)ointment of a local·citizen. I have wondered if those who use that argument
have considered what is the cost to each
citizen of this State of maintaining a
Governor and his entourage.
I have
taken the trouble to investigate the point,
und I have found that the actual cost
per annum per individual of this State is
l~id.

Mr. W ALLAcE.-That is a lot to pay
for nothing.
Dr. ARGYLE.-That is all that the
citizens of this State are asked to pay for
our Governor and his entourage.
Mr. WARDE.-It means £100,()00 for
Australia.
Dr. .A.RGYLE.-Weare not dealing
with Australia, but with Victoria.
I
should like to turn now, if I may, to the
speeches which have been delivered by
His Excellency in the few months which
have elapsed since his arrival amongst
us. It will be agreed by members on all
sides of the House that these speeches
have been strictly constitutional, and that
they have shown serious thought for the
many public questions that have been
bl'ought under his notice. Nothing that
he has said could give offence to any political party. We have already, by means
of an address of welcome, 'expressed our
congratulations to His Excellency on
coming to thi.s State,and I think we may
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also 00ngratulate ourselves that we ha1Ve
in the person of our Governor an English
'gentleman who brings to us knowledge
and experience of constitutional questions, and one who has proved his manhood and his citizenshi.p on the battlefields of France. I hope that, at the conclusion of his term of office, when in the
fullness of time the Earl of :Stradbroke
will return to the Motherland to render
an account ·of his stewardship to His
Majesty the King, he will, in his own person, be another .strand .of that .crimson
thread of kinship which binds together
in indissoluble bonds this great Empire
of ours fO'r the weHare of its members
and for the maintenance of the peace of
the world. The Speech which His
Excellency has been pleased to deliver to both Houses is full of important subjects, but I do not propose to traverse the whole of them.
I am one of those who do not believe in
attempting to speak on subjects with
which they cannot possibly be acquainted.
I shall endeavour to deal more or less
briefly with the main item'S in the
Speech. The pride of place appears to
have been given to the }\{orwell brown
coal scheme.
Most people here have
been aware for many years that we have
in our State an enormous quantity of
brown coal, but very few people, even
honorable members, arc aware of its extent and of the great possibilities that
belong to its exploitation. Germany at
the present time is rehabilitating' her~e1f
almost entirely by means of her brown
coal. Germany, chastened, will, I hope,
take bel' place amongst the nations
again, and chiefly ,by the .aid of brown
coal.
She has 471 mines, which are
lifting 120,000,000 tons of brown coal
every year. Of that quantity 80,000,000
tons is being converted into briquettes,
and these briquettes ar'e being used almost entirely for industrial purpo-ses.
Now, Victoria has more brown ,coal than
Germany has, and, in addition, our coal
is more accessil~le and is of better quality.
When wo conSIder that the life blood of
the German Empire is brown ('0 aI, and
think olf the magnitude 0'£ tha,t Empire
and its place in the world,. and, on the
other hand, when we reflect On the small
area of this State and realize that we
have more of this vital substance, that it
is more, accessible, and of better quality,
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we must see what a magnificant asset we
possess. "When I say that it is more accessible, I mean that the Olver-burden on

the brown coal here is less than half of
that in Germany. We have from 30 to
40 feet of over-burden, while in Germany
they have from 70 to 100 feet of it. We
are a small State, but with this asset we
can make our State the greatest industrial State in Australasia.
I must,
therefore, congratulate the Government
for the enterprise they have shown in
pushing on this undedaking and on their
good luck in having secured the services
of such an emi.nent organizer and good
engineer as Sir John Monash. The possihili ties of this scheme are sim ply enormous. We shall, first of ,all, have an
unlimited supply of raw coal. We shall
have the possibility of the manufacture
of enormous quantities of briquettes.
The briquetting process will, by the removal of moisture, save the haulage of
40 per cent. of water that exists in the
coal as taken from the soil. We have at
the pit's mouth the opportunity of converting this potential energy into electric
power and of distributing it from one
end of the State to the other. When it
is cOCllsid·ered that cheap power can be!
brought to every ce.ntre in the State
where raw material exists for the manufa,cture of the various products' which the
Sta.te is capable of manufacturing, it
will be seen that we are possibly making
ourselves the greatest State in the Com.. ID<)1lwe'alth.
I
Mr. COTTER.-And we .are losing memhers for the Federal Parliament.
Dr. ARGYLE.-I do not see what the
electric scheme has to dOl with that
question, but I kno'W that when we
have an opportunity of providi11g labour
for four or five times as many people as
we have at -present we shall not lose, but
gain, members in the Federal Parliament.
The question of :6.nancing the cost of
transmission from Morwell to Melbourne
is already dealt with. The question of
financing the transmission of power from
Melbourne to Ballarat, Bendigo, and
Geelong has not yet -come before the
House, but I understand from a paragraph in the Speech that the Government have this matter under consideration at present. It will be possible to
provide power in these great inland -cities
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at the same cost as in :Melbourne.
I
do not know ,vhat the scheme will be,
but the Speech says it will be submitted
to the House this session.
Mr. BEARDMORE.-We-should harness
the rivers.
Dr. ARGYLE.-We kn~w the position
we were placed in not so long ago through
our dependence 011 the State of New
South Wales for roal. I need hardly
remind honoraible members of what happened -during the last twelve months
through the unholy alliance of the coal
owners and the cOial miner'S in New Sout.h
Wales in order tOi damage this Sta,te. Ihope honorable members will not forget
that. This Monvell scheme will provide
a remedy for that condition of affairs-a
state of affairs through which thousands
of ulloffending men and women were
thrown out of employment. It ..vas all
for thebel1~fit of the -coal industry of
New South Wales, and nothing else. I,
therefore, hope honorable members will
do their utmost to assist the Government in the furtherance of this
scheme, and I can say to those honorable members who are wedded to the
schemes of ha,l'nessing the rivers that
I shall be Olle of the first to assist
them in developing these schemes side by
side with the Morwell scheme.
This
great asset is not the property of any
private individual; it is the 'property of
the people of Victoria. We must protect the interests of the 'people, and here
we ha11e a scheme that belongs to no section. It is for neither Labour nOT Libeil"al
for neither town nor country: it is th~
people's propertv, and we should assist
the Government in every way tOi bring the
scheme to a fruitful conclusion.
The
great policy of decentr.alization must inevitably be assisted by such a Reheme.
We are all aware that the great congregation of people in the metropolis to the
detriment of other parts of the State is
not for the welfare of the State. If ever
there was a scheme brought before the
House that will have a decentralizing
effect it is this Morwell brown ,coal
Rcheme. Our -prosperity is really in our
own hands, for we have the greatest
economic proposal that was ever placed
before the citizens.
. ]\IIr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-What
is the Government proposal in connexion
wi th Morwell?
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Dr. ARGYLE.-Surely the honora;ble
member has made himself acquainted
with some of the facts put before us. I
said that the Government 'propose to
convey power to every part of the State.
Does the honorable member expect such a
scheme to be'matured in SL,{ months ~
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-You
are lauding the Government for what it
intends to do.
Dr. ARGYLE.-I think I havel nDW
devoted enough attention to this p;oposal, and I shall proceed to de~l w~th
an equally importan.t matter that IS .twlce
mentioned in the Speech, and that IS the
question of economy. In. the Speech the
Government state that the economy they
propose to exercise is practical, and th~t
they do not intend to shut down on pubhc
works. They wish us to Tea1iz~ that
economy with them is not parsl~nony.
True economy does not mean the hIndering of the natural resow;ces of the State.
It reallv meal1S using them so as to get
20s. fOl:' every £1 spent. Of course,. it is
very easy for me to say that. It IS extraordinarily difficult to bring it into
practice. It is the policy of economy to
get value for the money spent. I do not
approve of the economy tlytt always. expects the other fellow to .(10 the savmg.
Economy, like charity, begins at home.
If we wish to economize we should assist
one another. It is not economy for the
Labour party to oppose everything proposed by the Government,. nor .for the
Go,vernment tal reject every senSIble pro!position proposed by the LabouI" party.
It is nDt economy for the La bOour pa,rt.y,
nol1" the· Libe'ral party, to block the CQlUntry
party in their legitimate aspirations. for
the development of the country portions
of the State. Economy, as I said, begins
at home, and the people should, therefore,
practise it. The people have not .learnt
the meaning of the word yet. We know
how we have been living in a wild whirl
of mnusement, extravagancC', and waste.
J\{r. COTTER.-That mDy apply to
TOO1'ak, but llOt to Richmond.
Dr. ARGYLE.-The people of Richmond, in their hUll1lbie way, spend
their money just as the ,people of
,There is not the slightest
Toorak do.
difference between them.
The hurden
on the taxpayer has reached the
back-breaking point. He will not stand
very much more of it, whether he
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lives in Richmond 0[" whether he lives in
Toorak. \Vhat axe the taxpayers doing t
They are orga~izi~g a,t the pre:'ent time
to impress theIr VIews upon thls House,
and as they pay the hill. they have got
to be heard. This State has the reputation Oof being the best governed St,ate in
the whole of the Commonwealth. Its credit
stands highest. It is up to us to see that
its credit remains on its high' pedestal,
and that its reputation is nQlt tarnished
by any action of OllIS. One of the other
Bills Df very gre'at importance that are to
be introduced is a measure to alter the
cQlnstitution of the University, and to
provide fQlr an extension of its .wOor~ an~
influence. I hold that the Umverslty 18
one of the most important institutions in
this State; but the true functions of all
universities are very much misunderstood.
A university is not a technical school. It is
nQlt a manu,factory of la,wye,rs, dodOors,
architects, clergyme,n, engineers, and so
Oon. A univeil"Sity is a. seat of knOowledge,
and it is a place which students of all
gradoo and ranks Oof life sho,uld be induced
to enter in the seairch of knowledge for
knoiwledge's sake. I should like to point
out tOo hOonorable members how very vital
the existence of an efficient university in
our midst is to all Df us. The war affords
a good illustration. Very few people know
what the work of the, universities of the
Empire was during the war, because an
account of it was not permitted tOo be
published. An account of the war
activities of the universities of Great
Britain al1d the Empire would fill
They included such things
a volume.
as research work for Admiralty and
War Office, motallurgy, wireless, submarine signalling, sound telegraphy, aviation, optical instruments, balloon fabricS'~
gas warfare, work, chemical vrall"fare work,
fuel, Ooil, &c. ~hose are the things that
helped to win the war. It was not the
brawn and the courage ,cf the Empire's
soldiers that won the war-lVIr. VVARDE.-Do you deny that Billy
Hughes won it ~
Dc ARGYLE.-I think his work in
winning the wa,r was on a par with that
Df the honora.ble member.
I believe that
he did his joh, and that the hOonorable
member did his, too. The brains and
knowledge of the Allied powers were
pitted against thel brains and knowledge
Df the Central Empire, and the brains
and knowledge, and the application
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thereof, of the Allied forces won the war.
It was not wOon only by the valour and
the skill Qf the soldiers of the Allies. As

in war, so in peac'e. Weare engaged in
an econOOllic st.ruggle fo.r existence, with all
the nations of the world, and if we are
to hold our place in that struggle it is
necessary that the men who lead and control our industries, OtUr' manufactories,
and our developmental schemes of all
kinds, should ha,ve the very best information and educa,tion possible, and that they
should be a,ble to obtain it here without
having to go ove,rseas to get it. To prove
my point, I would dire,ct the atten~iQn of
honQrable members tOo some facts WIth regard to which some people have possibly
fallen into error. It was the wo(('k of English scientists which enabled Thomas Alva
Edison to invent the incandescent electric
light, the telephone, and the phonograph.
The work Qf English scientists who had
never applied their knowledge made his
discoveries possible. It was the wOTk of
Sir William Crooks in England that
made possible Professor Rontgen's discovery of the Rontgen rays, which have
been of eno,rmous value in surge,ry and
medicine, and also in other directions. It
was t.he work of a German professor,
Hertz, which enabled Marconi to prolVide
Uq with wireless telegraphy.
But for the
foundation work of the students of
universities theTe would have been no
such discoveries as I have mentioned. We
in Australia are an inventive and an
a'dalptive people. It is up to! us to see
that our University in Victoria, is as well
equipped and is able to carry out its
functions as wen as any university in the
world, if not better.
Mr. RYAN.-\Ve an agree about its
functions, but we disagree a,bout the
possibility of getting people into it.
Dr. ARGYLE.-Pr'o:6ably that is a
matter that will be dealt with in the Bill.
If the University :is constituted on proper
lines, its utility will he denied to no citizen in Victoria who cain prove himself to
be capable of taking on university work.
I should like to say tha,t the first university in the world was founded in the
Middle Ages, in Paris, by the Emperor
Charlemagne, who made a .very re~ar~
~ble spooch.
He said, "RIght action IS
better than knowledge, but in order to do
right we must kn~w what is ri~ht."
We have in the EmpIre fifty-four umversities, of which Australia has six, and
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our State one. The argument that those
universiti~s should be supported by rich
men out of their benevolence is, to me; a
faulty one. It is wrong in principle.
Our best meu,. wherever they come from,
should not be dependent upon the casual
bounty of a wealthy man, or a group of
wealthy men. It is the duty of the State
to see that the University is properly supplied with equipment and everything
else it requires, and to. see that no citizen
who. is capable Qf develQping himself on
university lines is denied admission to the
University.
'
Mr. J. ·W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-That
means a free university.
Dr. ARGYLE.-It does not mean a
free university. I do nQt believe in anything free.
I believe that a man has to
work for a, thing if he is gQing to do.
any good. It should be the State's business to find the money fo.r a youngman's
educatiQn so IQng as he has proved that
he has ability. The constitution Qf the
University should prQvide that any
student, rich or poor, who. dQes not in a
reasonable time prQve that he is neither
idle nor incompetent shall nQt be permitted to re~ain. If he is the son of a
rich man and he proves himself an idler
and a loafer, out he shQuld go; and the
same thing should occur if he proves himself to be a fool and not fit to have university education. The same argument
applies to. the son of a pOQr man.
Mr. W ARDE.-The University authorities have that power nQw. Have they
ever exercised it?
Dr. ARGYLE.-The Bill will probably
give them that PQwer. What are we" as
a State, doing for the furtherance Qf educatiQn generally? I have some statistics
dealing with the expenditure by the
States on all forms of educational effort
-primary, secQndary, and university
education, and all other educational
activities.
Western Australia spends
26s. peT head per annum; Queensland, 25s. 9d.; New South Wales,
22s. 2d.; South Australia" 19s. 3d.; Victoria, 17s. 6d.; and Tasmania, 15s. 2d.
The average for the Oommonwealth is
21s. per head per annum.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-I suppose the IQW expenditure here shows that
VictQria is the best-governed State.
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Dr. ARGYLE.-The expenditure in
Victoria fs 3s. 6d. per head lower than
the average e~penditure per head, or
£262,000 per annum less than the average expenditure of the States. This is
a state of affairs that I would call on all
sides of the House to assist the Government in putting right if they are
willing to do so. 'I understand that the
Bill to which I have referred provid~s
the remedy.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-And if the Government don't do anything, you will support them?
Dr. ARGYLE.-I aill not responsible
for the party system. I am not going to
kill King Charles to make James King,
and I am not prepared to defeat the Government to put the Opposition in power.
In the last ferw years our University has
ittcreased its number of students fourfold. In place of having 1,000 students,
it has 4,000. Where one lecturer used to
lecture to thirty, forty or fifty students,.
we find him endeavouring to lecture to
200; and where we had equipment capable of supplying the needs of fifty students, we are now a.sked to find equipment to supply the need.s of 200 students.
The present state Cif affairs cannot go on.
I understand that provision will be made
in the Bill to meet this want, and I hopei
the House will support this measure.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-We have not seen
the Bill.
Dr. ARGYLE.-The honorable member has not asked for it. I did not get
my copy from the Government, but from
where we get all our Bills.
The next
subject that seems to me to be of vital
importance is one of which I have already
spoken to this House. I shall 'tieal with
it very briefly on the present occasion.
I refer to the proposed Bill for the reo-ulation of the milk supply. That meas~re
is not in existence. I have no knowledge
of what it will contai~ but I have a great
fear that the measure, which will
be brOought forward as a response
to public criticism, for which I am
perhaps to scme extent responsible,
will be an endeavour to do something in a hurry. Additional legislation
is greatly required in this regard., but it
must be combined with rigorous administration; and vicious schemes of a revolutionary character, very often wholly im-
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practicable, are to be deprecated. The
problem is extraordinarily.complex. The
sources of supply are scattered in all
directions, the climates differ, and the
methods of distribution differ. The mat,ter
is not going tOo be settled by half -a-dozen
worthy a.nd estimable citizens doing their
best in three months. I would point out
some of the essentials that the Bill should
contain. First of all, I would ask for
uniformity of control. When you have a
number of pcople controlling something
that is vital to the citizcns" it is everybody's business and nobody's business,
and everybody shifts the responsibility on
to somebody else. ,The next thing I ask
for is scientific analysis. No man can
say that milk is safe and sound by the
look of it, or by having regard to a list
of alleged precautions that have been
taken., There is only one possible test,
and that is scientific and regular examination from day to day. I ask, also, that
the Government will include in the BiU
some. means of providing for a proper
investigation of all sources of milk supply,and particularly of the sources of
the milk supply for infants.
The Bill
should contain special provision for a
supply for infants, even if the Government has to do the work itself, in the
event of private enterprise not being
willing t6 do it. We are losing some 200
infants or more in the hot month.s of
every summer from one cause alonc-diarrhroal diseases that can be definitely
and undoubtedly assigned to milk.
I
only ask that a reasonable percentage of those 200 infants shall be
They cannot all be saved.
saved.
What would be the sensations of this
community if some miscreant went out
in the night like Herod and murdered
a couple of hundred infants in Melbourne
and the suburbs?
What, I ask, would
the community do ~ Yet the position is
no different. The infants die, and they
shOould not die.
They should be our
-greatest asset.
We can ha:ve nOothing
better than the natural increase in population through the preservation of the
infant life of our community. Besides
the sorrow and suffering inflicted on the
parents there is a financial loss to the
State. It is up to us to try to do something. I would ask that there should
be improved methods of t.ranspQll'ting
milk on the railways.
There should
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be no difficulty in that on certain lines.
Lastly, I wOould ask the Government to
provide fOor the eliminatiOon of tubercu-

losis frOln the dairy herds of the State.
Tuberculosis is in the dairy herds of our
State-I will not say to what extent.
There is not as much as there used to be,
but it is there. Its elimination can only
be brought about in one way. Two Bills
8,re mentioned in the Governor's Speech
providing for the testing of ca,ttle and the
compensation of farmers.
It does seem
to me unfair and unjust that a farmer
who owns the cattle should be expected
to bear the loss if his stock contract disease through, nQi fault of his
In the past the community
own.
has asked fOir reform and it has
asked the farmer to be the philanthropist.
The State should be the
philanthropist. lIe should pay his share,
but only a small proportion of the totaJ
loss.
Any Bill which would propose, ,as
has been repeatedly suggested in the
press, the immediate adoptiQin of the
compulsory block system for the distribution of milk, I will oppose to the utmost
of my ability.
You cannot introduce
the block system of delivering milk in the
metroPQilis until you can tell the citizens
that the milk which is tQi be delivered is
sound, and you cannOit do that until you
have reformed the milk supply at its
sOlurce.
.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-Without hurting
poor old private enterprise..
Dr. ARGYLE.-Private enterprise is
not ,a considera,tion where the lives of
citizens are concerned. I am not a supporter of private ernterprise if the
lives of citizens are at stake, and
I say that they are at stake here.
If you introduce the block system YOlu
are only dOling it to save money. Money
i ~ but a small item in this ma.tter.
If
you introduce the system in present circumstances yQiU will compel a man, just
because he happens to live in a particulal' block, to ,a,ccept milk from a dairyman whose methods he may know to be
unsound.
My remedy is first to reform
what the dairyman sells.
Only after
you can assure the people that the milk
supply is safe like, the water supply can
you institute, the! block delivery system.
The milk supply of Melbourne has improved very much during the past 20
years. We had at one time 1,500 registered vendors. "Ve have only 600 to-day.
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Then we had no refrigerating plants in
MelbOourne, and tOo-day we have over
eighty.
Twenty years agOo we had no
refrigerating depots in the country, but
to-day four large firms hav~ them under
cOonditiQns which are ideal. By CQ-Qperation these numbers may be greatly increased.
We have had a bonus f Qr
butter.
Why not a bonus for sound
milk ~
We have had Pools fQr wheat,
WOQI, and butter.
What is wrong with
a Pool for babies, Qur greatest asset ~
There are three or fQur Bills which
come under the heading of registration
measures which the Government propose
to bring fQrward, Bills providing for the
registration of nurses, masseurs, and
architects.
Practically the same arguments obtain for them all.
The work
in those three professions is' highly technical, and untrained people are a mena&
to the public.
For years a Bill for the
registration Qf trained nurses has been
under the consideration Qf both Houses.
Hard physical work of a very responsible
character is undertaken by these WQmen.
During three Qr four years of training
they receive practically nQ wages at all,
the pay being SQ ridiculous that it is
hardly worth mentioning.
When their
training is cQmpleted, what is the reward
which these women, whQ are dQing the
noblest wQrk which women can perfQrm,
receive ~
Less wages than a builder's
labourer.
The Masseurs RegistratiQn
Bill is on much the same lines.
Similar arguments apply.
Masseurs have to
undergo University and hospital training,
and they have to submi~ to unfair competitiQn by ignorant untrained charlatans
who impose on the public.
Mr. ROGERS. - They will have tOo register.
•
Dr. ARGYLE.-They will go on as
at present until the crack of' Doom unless
a Bill is put through. The same PQsition applies in the case of architects.
Any fOlOl is allowed to build a
house regardless o,f publio healith,
public ~afety, public comfort and
public finance.
We have buildings in
Victoria worth £120,000,000, but we
It is
allow any Qne tOo build' them.
hardly necessary tOo touch the matter frQm
the resthetio point of view, when members remember some Qf the a trQci ties in
the shape Qf buildings which can be seen
Qn every hand.
All these Bills are in
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the public interest, and I hope the House
will deal with them satisfactorily when
they come along.
Another important
measure is the Hospital and Charities
Bill. As introduced previously it was repugnant to. the great bulk of the people
delaling with charities throughDut the
State. It wDuld, as originally drafted,
kill public interest in charity wDrk,
it would establish a dictator of charities, and it would haud over charities
to pDlitical cDntrol.
~1:l". CArN.-Do you not believe in the
same policy in regard to charities as in
regard to the University 1
Dr. ARuYLE.-The two things are
,not Dn all-fours. What is required is
the preven'tioo Df Dver-lapping, particularly Df smaller bodies; the retention of
voluntary management with a better
system of inspection, some acceptable
system of intermediate hospitals, and
some fDrm of natiDnal insurance against
sickness. There is a section in this community neither poor nor rich, and it is
essentially wrong that those people
should find that sickness is accompanied
by financial disaster.
MI. CAIN .-Hence, there should be
State control of hospitals.
Dr. ARGYLE.-Cootainly not.
If
y~u h~vle State cDntrol .Df hospitals you
WIll kIll that great· sentImeI1t of charity
which it Its so nelCessary fDr us all to
cultivate.
Mr. CAIN .-Why State control of educa,tion and not of charity, when people
who are dying may be affe'cted.
.
Dr. ARGYLE .-It depends on what
you mean by the word "charity." It
seems to me that if the subject were
ta,ckled on proper lines we would ha VEli
insurance schemes und€lI" which a man
would be insured against sickness in exacHy the same wa,y as against fire and
accident. Now, I am going to touch
On the subject of the Wheat Pool. First
of all, I offer my congratulations to the
Government 011 its attitude to the Wheat
Pool. I am quite prepared to listen to
criticism from meJIll bers in the Minis.terial corner in regard to any question
dealing with the handling, growing, and
control of wheat.
Mr. Ar~LAN.-I am quite sure you do
not know anything about it.
Dr. ARGYLE.-The hDnorahle member may hav,e made up his mind about
that, but I may inform. him that I was
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born and bred on a farm, so I know
something of the system of gro~ing
wheat, from the sowing to the reapmg.
At any rate, I know just about as much
as the man in the street does Qn that
suhject. . HOWeYleT, the quelst,ion of a.
Wheat Pool has nothing whatelver to
do with the technique of growing wheat.
The Wheat Pool was essentially ~, wax
measure, designed for the protection Df
the people of this Sta,te and the grDwers
of this State, finanyially, and it has now
lost its 1'aison cl' 8t1'e, because the war is
over, . and wei are returning to no,rmal
times. I do, not helieve in compelling
anybody to do anything to benefit somebody else. A policy Q1f compulsion is
repugnant in a fre,e community.
Mr. CAIN.-Are you a member of the
B.M.A.~

Dr. ARGYLE.-The B.M.A. does not
grow wheat.
If there is any section in this CDmmunity which should
oppose communism in all its forms~
it is the farmers, but honorable
members in the l'vlinisterial corner
find that communism. suits their interest
in this regard, and, consequootly, they
want a Wheat POiol. The workers, on
the other hand, should oppose anything
which will kelep up the high cost of living. If we had an alliance between the
coal miners and the, coal owners 'Oof New
South Wales, I d()l not know that it
would be a more unholy alliance than
one between people who want to. keep
down t.he cost of living and those: who
want the Whea:t Pool. In conclusion, I
wish to say that the measures enumerated in "this speech are of far-re·aching importance to every section of the
community. The interests of all classes
are affected by the Bills which Hie Government propose to bring before the
House. We have difficulty and dangerous times a.head.
In the concluding
words of his speech Ris Excelle.ncy says.1· now leave you to your deliberations, which
WIll, I trust, under the blessing of Divine Pro-

vidence, materially promote the welfare of the
people of Victoria.

Party strife is not going to materially
help the welfare of the people of this
State, and if this House' will accept me
as honest and sincere, I should like tQ
make an appeal to all sectiDns to comhine to bring into operation every measure which can, in the strictest sense of
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the word, be regarded a.s noo-party, and
which win promote the weH_aret of the
whole communit,y.
W'6 are all AU8traJia.:ns, descendants of the sa,me stock,
we are a.ll anxious for the welfaxe of our
lit.tl-e: garden State, this Australia, Felix,
as it was so happily named, and we are
an imbued with the necessity of doing
wha,t is our duty in Qlur high functionS!
as legislators. I appeal to every s'ection
of the Rouse to make this session noted,
as far as possible, for the fact that we
ha.ve realized the necessity of doing
more wock tha.E. we have been able to
pedEJll"m in the pa.st, and that we have
aU worked for Hie common good and not
for any sectional interest,. I might remind honocabJe members of a fable of
that wise old Egyptian lEsop. In that
fable JEsop describes how the arms and
legs and other membe,rs 0'£, the body obj.eeted to working in ocr:-d-er to feed the
beny, which, they said, got all the good
things of this earth, while they had
all the hard work. They, thetrefore, decided that they would not continue working) with the result that the limbs, the
belly, and an the other mecrnbers languished, and the whole body weakened
and €fVootually died. 1 think the same
argument applies in the caS€l of the body
politic.
If membelrS of the Libernl
party will shut their eyes to any good
points in measures brought in by Opposition members; if we will not help the
country int,erests in carrying on the' great
work of productioon, so neoessaJ."y fOT our
prosperity; and if, on the other hand,
representatives of the country- block
and deny the legitimate aspirations
of the metropolis, then, I say, this
State will be in a had way, and
will languish as the bOld y did in the
fable. I ask, the,refore, that honorable
members will, if ,possible, act more in
unity than they have been a bole to do in
the past. I would say to them in the
word's 04: the familia,r Latin phrase, A rs
lOfllif}ItfL, vita b'revis--" Art is lOOlg, life
shoct." Froolly inte,rprerted, the Latin
phrase means that theTe is so much to
do, and so little time to do it in. Life
is sfiE'J!l't, and if these wvrds of mine)
are regarded as a}truistic~the words of
a dreamer-then in the words of our
greatest English poet I would add. . . Weare such stuff
As d'reams are made on; and our little life
Is rounded with a. sleep.
Dr. Argyle.
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Mr. EVERARD.-In seconding the
motion, let me commenoo by congratula.ting the honorable member for Toorak on
the very striking speech. that he has just
concluded. We might do worse wl'en we
go. home than ponder over the words of
wisdom w~th which he finished his speech.
I desire to add a little to! the encomiums
bestowed on the Government. The honorable member for Toorak has indica.ted
that he is prepared to support the Government as long as they kee.p to the lines they
have set out in the Governor's Speech. As
h-e did not criticise hardly the policy of
the Government, I think I may venture
upon a, little friendly criticism that I am
sure the GOiVernmeri t will t~e in the
right spirit. When an honorable mem'beT
~onds a> motion of this kind, he may be
credited with agreeing with tlJ,e policy that
has been outlined, up to. a certain point,
a.t any :rat.e. Whell"e I disagree with the
Gove.rTIiJllent I shaH endeavour to be hetlpiul in my criticism. The general outline,
and a, good deal of the detail, of Liberal
progress and of State development, of
wJniJeh the Government are the exponents,
are well known to all of us. The Lawson
Adminism-ation has, to my mind, justified
the confidence of the peoplE! ~y reason of
the attentiorn. that Ministers have given
to the salimht, outstanding needs a1nld requirements of the State.
What th~
needs a,Fe I need not ela.borate. It is
indeed gratifying to learn that the credit
0'£ the State is sound; tha.t the leading
finanei~rs and investors have expressed
to the Treasurer, during his visit to London, their unabated confidence in ihe
future of Victocia. under its present
Liberal Administration. This is the more
gratifying, inasmuch as d mng the next
f€IW years we shall have to meet accumula.ted loans, a.nd we ca.n approach our
money lendea:-s with mOll'"e heart than some
orf the othea.- States. Indeed, we are in a.
better positiOln, so the financiers tell us,
than any State in the Commonwealth. Our
credit at Home is as good as that orf the
Commonwealth itself. It:is also pleasing
to nOite that lIllOI additiO!lJatl taxation is proposed. This, in itself, should. do much to
encourage ente1rprise, to a.1lay unres~, and
to foster an increlased industrial ouipn~.
The stimulation of production IS n-ecessary
to enable the State to meet its post-war
commitments, and to bear its share of
the financial burdens east upon us as the
result of t.he war. I m&y here mention
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that we heard an explanation as to the
meaning of economy from the honorable
member for Toorak, and I must say that
I a.gree with him.
}lr. IL..NN.AR.-He generalized very
much.
Mr. EVERARD.-1t is better to generalize than to particular~ very often.
Economy is not synonomous with parsi~
mony, or a policy of cheeseparing.
It
certainly does not mean that the TreasureI!' must sit tight, and decline to make
advances or give assistance to strictly remunerative .and productive undertakings.
Wise economy means a judicious expenditure of public moneys in directions and
for purposes admittedly us_eful and likely,
under ca.pable management, to add to the..
wealth-crea,ting activities from which the
State derives its income and advances the
industries and progress Oof all its citizens.
The phrase "The need fOor increased production" is somewhat hackneyed. It is none the less of the utmost
importance that we should obtain increased production, and still more production. The hope of the State rests still,
first and last, in its primary. industries. We need to stimulate the production of our wool, meat, .butter, and products of all kinds. Our timbelT resources
have been sadly negled..ed in the past.
The Lawson Government deserve every
credit for the assistance they have given
to farmers and producers generally.
I
should here like to give the Government
credit for what they have done in connexion with soldier settlement.
I find
from the Governor's Speech that 1,697
additional allotments are available or in
course ,of being made av.ailable.
Advances totalling £2,540,433 have been
made to soldier settlers. The total receipts from soldier sett1ement .amount to
£540,,763.
We are told that the progress made by the settleTs is satisfactory,
and the percentage of failures will be
small. He,re let me utte,r a word of commendation to the Honorary Ministe'r (Mr.
Angus) for his persistent and consistent
efforts in furthering soldier settlement.
We gratefully remember his en.ergetic tour of the State, es~iany
his visit to those parts of Victoria
where there a.re Crown lands that
have not yet been opened up for the benefit of the soldiers.
Mr. Angus, in com.. pany with Mr. McIver, did not hesitate
to- rough it, and he deserves ev€,ry credit
fCJll" his work. In my opinion, he should
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receive. praise from the members on both
sides of the House. The policy of settling
soldiers on our Crown lands is one that
merets with the commendation of the
House generally. No words of mine would
be adaquate to describe the good
work that Mr. 1\1c1ver has done in this
connexion.
We trust that h.e will
retain his pre,sent position as Director of
Soldier Settlement for ma.ny years, as
much work remains to be done. A reference has been made to the fact that.
the representation of Victoria in the'
Federal House is to be further restricted.
We have already lost two members
there, and we are now losing a.nother.
The question arises, wha,t steps are we
going to take to make up the. deficiency
in our popUlation 1 It is certain that we
must enaourage. settlement in our country areas. Whether it is soldier settlement, the settlement of Qour 'Own people
who want land, or the settlement of immigrauta of British stock ma.tters little. The
point· is, tha.t we must increa.se OUr rural
set,tlement. There must be more producers on the land. By steadfastly pursuing a policy of this kind we shall do
something in the direction of decentralizatiOill.. We must kill centralization. At
present all roads in the Sta,te lead to
Melbourne.
The grea.ter the country
population we have, the better it will be
for our large cities. I trust the time is
at hand when t}1e great influx of country
peop1e to the big cities will stop. We
should encourage rural s&ttlement on the
Cana.dian decentralization plan.
Our
cities and towns should be dispersed
throughout the State. The more we can
do toward achieving tha.t ~nd, the better
it will be f()ll' every part of Victoria. It
must be manifest that if our policy of
J:eproductive development is to succood we
shall ha,ve to undertake the building of
more roads, increase our marketing facilities, and open up new areas. I m~y a.t
this juncture utter a word of commendation of the Premier. During the recess
the Premier left his c~ office in Springstreet and travelled by mo·tor car o'ver
many of the rough roa.ds in the country
districts. Probably no one knows better
than. he wha,t a deploI'able condition man.y
of our country rQla.ds. are in. If we can
beVeve all that we read in the newspapers,' he had a very bad time in the
district represented by the hono-rable
member for Korong. A banquet had
been a.rranged for him a,t a. country. town,
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but OIWing to the deplDrable condition Df
the rDads the Premier was unable to
reach there in time to enjoy it. In fact,
we are told that he had to spend the
greater part of the night, ploughing his
way thrDugh the thick mud and puddles
of a very bad road. Weare proud to see
the Premier among us to-night. There
appear'S to be no doubt that he took his
life in his hands when he went tha,t journey. Clearly, the Premier is not afraid
to face hardship, and he well deserves
from u~ a hearty (( Well donel. " We
want mDre of tha,t sort of thing.
It
would be to the benefit of the country if
aU our Ministers would go out and see
fDr themsellves the disabilities under
which many of our country settlers are
labouring. The members of the Country
Hoads Board are deserving of a gODd deal
Df praise. lVlr. Calder and his cDlleagues
have dDne spl€lll.did work, and are doing
splendid w()lI'k, but they require ID()II"e
money. If the Government refuse to give
these gentlemen the money they require to
carry out such wDrks as will enable our
settlers to bring their produ{Je to market
over good rDads, it will be false eCDnoony.
In the a.bsence of gDDd rDa.ds, what is the
use of talking abDut decentralization and
stimulating production ~
Increased railway facilities at reasonable freights
are badl y !Ileeded.
I make tfuat
statement,
nDtwithstanding
that
I
have it on the information of an
expert tha.t Victoria has on a pDpu1a,tion
basis better railway communications than
any other part of the world. Anyway, I
ask the Minister of Railways to keep the
gODd work gDing.
The better our
rail way cOlTI.IliJlnica tions are made, the
better it win' be for Victorian producers.
An extensiDn of the railways eJect,rifica,tion scheme is needed.
I hope the time is no,t far distant when
the suburban area will be extended-and,
so that I may not be charged with a
parochial view-I would say to Frankst<ID, Ferntree Gully, Whittlese,a" Li1ydal.e, and other places. I shoruld like to remind the Govenlment that the present
high fares and freights on our railwa,y lines
are the cause of seriDus trDuble to the
people, and they are lDDking forward to
the time when they will be reduced. We
do nDt want high fares and freig:b.ts
ruling, fDr all time, but we know that
once they are put up it is a. very difficult matter to reduce them. I have to
commend the Railways Commissioners for
Mr. Everard.
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the good work they have done, and, if I
may individualize, I should like to mention Mr. Miscamble. He is available to
producers at ;ill hDurs, and he has spent
a good deal of time in different parts of
this State. He met the ,customers of the
railways in my own district in a very
friendly way, and he alsOo received deputatiDns frDm the emplDyees. If the spirit
which animates 'Mr. Miscamble is continued it will ha.ve a good effect amongst
railway employees, who, I think, are the
most loyal body of men tOo pe found in
any part of the wDrld. I should like to
congratulate the Government in opening
up new harbDrs. A great deal requires
tOo be dOone in this direction. The develOopment of the harbDr at Portland win
give the vVimmera farmers an opportunity of getting their prOoduce to the
market by the shortest route. I should
like to givel a word of praise to Mr. Campbell, the ex-member for that dis~rict, for
the work he did, and I may also p.raise
the present member, whO'm I met recently
at Portland, and had an Dpportunity of
seeing the wDrk which is being carried. Dn.
I hope the Government will not moderate
its efforts in making Portland a harbor
that will be a credit to the State. One
aspect Df O'ur policy Df production which
is of great impDrtance is the disIt is the selling
posal of our goods.
elld that counts, and it is on this
subject that I want spe,cially to' say a.
word or twO' tOI the Government.
I
hope it will look at this matter in a mDre
favorable light to the prOoduce~s than it
has done. The great need is to develDp
oversea markets as wen as local markets.
I am nDt speaking now merely frDm the
point Df view of fruit-grDwers, thDugh,.
ill this connexion, I should like to! remind the Premier that a promise has
boon given fDr the appointment of a
director of horticulture. FDr some years
past fruit-growers ha,ve been advocating
this appointment, hut so far nO' steps
have be€lll. taken to do what is necessary.
The Premier is also. Minister of Agriculture, but he has SOl many things to a,tteud
tOo that I do nDt think he can do justice
to the agricultural part of his duties.
Fruit-grDwerrs have been under considerable disability in advocating their interests on account Df the frequent changes
in the holders of the 'Portfolio. of Minister of Agriculture. First Df all we had
Mr. Oman, and, when we gDt.usedto him,

•
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we had to meet Mr. Angus. Just as we
had becOIme used to Mr. Angus he left,
and Mr. Livingston came along. We were
just getting used t()l Mr. Livingston when
he ret.ired, and now we have to deal with
Mr. Pennington.
This is not at all a.
satisfactory state o,f affairs.
Ministers
c()Ime and Ministers go, but if we had a
Directo'r of Horticulture we would always
have the same man, whom we could approach for the promotion of O'ur industry.
I may tell the Premier that a large number of fruit-gr()lwers are looking tQ him to
carry out his promise tQ appoint a DirectOIl' of Horticulture. I may remind the
Premier that we have a number of soldier sett1€1I's no'w growing fruit, and it is
desirable that every facility should be affQrded them tOl make a success of their
undertaking. 'Ve want mOIre cool storage at Croydon, and, nQ doubt, in other
districts. It is n()l use prO'ducing in large
quantities unless a satisfactory market is
obtainable, and the G-Qvernment are not
grappling with the question of markets
in the way they O'ught to dOl. The a.ccommodation at the Victoria Market is discreditable to the City Council as well as
to the GQVenlment, and the barrow question seems to have gone by the board
since the Treasurer left for England.
Mr. HANNAH.-RestrictiO'ns are imposed
on the local market in the selling of
fruit.
Mr. EVERARD.-That is because of
a ridiculous regulation which prevents
the sale of fruit a.fte,r 7 p.m. in the city
of Melbourne. Just fancy a regulation
of that kind! One can buy fish and chips
at almost any hour, and yet it is impossible tOo buy fruit after 7 p.m. That is
a regulation which should be rescinded
with the least possible delay.
I trust
the GQvernment will look intOo this matter and se,e if it is not possible to' remove
this restriction on the sale of fruit in the
city of Me,lbourne. I am prepared to
give the Government praise fOol' what it
did in sending an eocpert tOo England to
inquire into .the fruit business in that
part of the world. But. there is one aspect of this matter which puzzles me.
Those connected with the ,fruit industry
who desired the appointment of an expert
were referred tD the Minister of Public
Works, and the first thing he did was to'
quarrel with them as to who should be
sent. The upshot of the matter was that
the GQvernment despa,tched one man and
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the fruit-growers sent another. In this
way there is bound to be a clashing o,f inte,rests, and it is not an economical prQposition to have tWD men going over the
same ground. If one man had been sent
tD the West and another man to' the East
a great deal of good wnuld result. I may
remind the Premier that, Mr. McWhae, a
colleague of his, for whom we have the
greatest ~espect, has said tha.t there is
an illimitable market for our produce in
the East. Why does not the Government
send an expert there to open up trade ~
Mr. EGGLESTON. -The fruit-growers
sent nne to! the West j why do, they not
send Olle to the E;:I.st ~
Mr. EVERARD.-I will come to that
presently j but, at any rate, we should dOl
what we can to se'cure the trade which
awaits develQpment in that direction. I
have been informed that there is shortly
to be a great exhibition in Java, and representation on that occasion would be a
gOOod thing for Victoria.
I understand
the Government :has l'ejected a proposition to be: represented, and if that is SOl I
hope it will reconsider its decision.
I
have been informed on good authority
that 3,000 tons of V ictnrian oats are to
be sent to the Dutch Indies within the
next six months. There is no doubt there
is a market in tha,t pa,rt of the world for
flnur and butter and o!ther perishable products, as well as canned goods, leather,
and all kinds of manufactured articles.
Only a few hundred pound,S would be required for the representation of this
State, and I hO'pe the Premier will look
into this matte,r again. If there is an
illimitable market in that part of the
world, as stated by Mr. McWhae, then we
ought to. make every effort to secure
the disposal of our produce there.
I am informed that the South A ustl'alian Government are providing a
certain sum of money to enable South
A ustra.lia. to be represented at this ~reat
fair. Fruits, .1al11 and canned products
of varioUE!1 kinds, and all classe.s of Victorian manufactured goods would be weldomed in the Dutch Indies. I think,
theref.ore, that the Government should
put aside al few hundred pounds to enable
Victoria. to' be repr:esented a,t the
Bandeong Fair in· September and October
ne.xt, so' tha.t the Stat·e may have access to
tha.t most important maJ.'ket. The fact that
3,000 tDns of our oats was recently so~d
in that country shows that the people
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there me,an business. When we have a
surplus of oats, fruit or other products
in Victoria we should get them to the
nearest matl"ket. There is no doubt that
the nearer the market the better it is for
the produoer. I trust that the Goovernment will take this matter into consideration;) as well as the question of the inability of the Melbourne travelling public
to gEt fruit after certain hours in the
shops in the metropolis. The fruit-grower
does not ask tha,t the shopkeepers of the
suburbs should keep open after 7 o'clock,
but w hetl"e the shopke,epers fulfil all the
labour regulations the sale of fruit should
be allowed. PeoRle who stock lollies and
fruit and supply refreshments to the
people will drop altogether the selling of
fruit, and the result will be that a good
market will be loot to the fruit-growers of
the Sta,te.
We ha,ve returned soJdiers
and others ~n the land prOoducing, and we
want them ,to get their produce to the
very best market, and the very best
market is the home market. That is the
first thing to be dOone. When the producers have got the home market, then
eVErything that can he done by the Government at ,home has been done. But if
the Government shut off a good market
from the fruit-growers, then it is simply
asking people to prOod uce., and at the same
time telling them that they will not· be
able to sell their produce. The up-country
towns also want the fruit from the
southern parts of the State, but a.t
present the up-cOountry people ha,ve not
the means of getting that fruit.
Fruit,-growers should .be helped in every
way possible to dispose of their produce,
and all these markets shcmld be opened
up. Not long ago the Honolr'ary Minister
. (Mr. M:cWhae) relturned froon the East,
and I have just questioned him about the
position there. He sta,ted that th€lre are
millions of people of all colours who want
our proouoo, so it is up tOi the Government to help the pr'oduoors to dispose of
it in those near markets. Sinoo the war
there ha.s been a great awakening of the
y-eL1ow and black races. M.a.ny oolom:ed
poop-Ie have made imm-ense fortunes, and
their standard of living has gone up.
They will take our fruit and canned
goods. A ustralian flour is the best in the
world, and it is particula.rly suitable to
the hot climates of the East. Flour from
wheat grown in the Wimmera and our
northern districts has been raised in a hot
Mr. Everard.
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and when it is sent to a hot
climate in the East" it does not cha,nge.
In the case of flour prod ueed in the
colde,r districts of Canada and the United
State.s the char)(~es are that it will dete,rio.ra.te. A ustralian flour sells baUer in
the East simply on that account.
l\1r. ILJ\.NNAH.-Not flQiur of the qu.ality
which we sent to South Africa.
J\ir. EVERARD.-The Min.ister of
Lands knows more about that th"&D.
I do, but we all realize that things h&ppened during the war which will not.
happen again. \Ve know that 3" certain
quantity of wheat was stacked which was
not in too good condition, a.nd we had
to get rid of it. Ho,wev'er, those tim-es
were abnormal. There is no doubt that
our wheat, is the best in the world, but
\ve should stoce it properly. If we .had
bulk handling in OIp&ation, we would not
have had sta.eksorf whea.t which were not
very creditable to the country. I know
tha.t the Minis.ter .Oof Lands is against
bulk handling. Still one swallow does
nOot make a summ€iI'.
I realize that
the Minisbe!" has devOoted a great deal of
time, to the subject of wheat. Whatever
may be, the opinion 0'£ merrn.bers with regard to t.h€! continuation of the Wheat
Pool, I give the Minister and the Government crtedit for having taken a decided
stand on thEl ma.tter. On the question of
bulk handling, ho,welVe,r, the Minister can
talk all night, and he will not convince
me. He does not beJieve in bulk handling, but I do.
1\1r. PRENDERGAsT.-DO! you not think
it WOtUld be right to publish the names of
the people who sent away rotten jam
from this Stat,e ~
Mr. EVERARD .-N 0' doubt a great
many firms sent inferior jam OVeil'Seas,
but th~ we(f'e not able to obtain supplies
of tin, and were greatly handicapped in
othe.r ways. However, I dOl not hold a
brief for any people whO! send away
rotten things.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-Do you know that
it has cost us £20,000 to correct it ~
r"fr. EVERARD.-No doubt, it win
cost us more than that. We have now
two agentB in England. One represents
the. Government, and the other the sellers.
There is, however, no agent in the East.
If that is due to the economy policy of
the Government, it is not the sort of
economy I am in favour of. I had hoped
that one agent would have been sent to
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the West, and another to the East. On
the subject of forests, I notice that the
following appearl:l in the Governor's
S.peech:The Forests Commission is proceeding
steadily with its policy of the systematic
management of the forests. The nursery and
plantatioll work is being re-organized, and the
Commission aims at inaugurating a number of
planting schemes, so that eventually constant
and regular supplies w,ill become av.ailable.

In my district, regular and constant supplies of timber are available now. The
forests there are going to waste. In a
great many parts the trees are overripe.
If we are going to indulge in such a
policy of waste, and then plant other
trees, so that there will be a continuation
of waste, what is the use of the Forests
Commission proceeding steadily with its
policy ~ I remember wha t I regarded as
a very fine measure being passed by this
House in order to constitute the Forests
Commission and to amend the Forests
Act. I was one of those who thought
that measure was going to be a panacea.
for all ou~ ills. Under the ~t\.ct, the
Forests Commis~ion. has the power toeonstruct ~nd main:tain roads, tracks, and
tram\vays, and ;other works, for the transport
()f timber, forest pr,oduce, and merchantable
articles, and purchase, rent, or charter and
use vehicles and vessels with' the necessary
motive power.

Have the Commission done anything of
that sort~ No. The Government have
not. provided the Commission with the
where-withal to do things like that.. There
are vast forests in the N arbethong district, right through to Walhalla, containing immense quantities of timber
nwaiting development. There are no
means of getting that timber to the
market. The result is that the local
market is now glutted with foreign timbel'. ~ et we hear that the Forests Commission is proceeding steadily. I trust
tha t the Minister will see that means are
provided for getting our timber to the
market. As an Australian, I do not like
to see millions of feet of Baltic timber
dumped here when we have just as good
timber of our own which we are allowing
to go to waste. While I have great pleasure in seconding the motion for the
adoption of the Address-in-Reply, I am
not going to say things which I do not
.believe in, and I wish to show the Government in what respects some of their
Session 1921.-r2]
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really solid supporters- want to put them
right; 80 I hope they will take a note of
what we say. Looking through the Governor's Speech, I did not see one word
on the question of gold and the mines of
this State. There is no front-window
show, as far as mining is ·concerned. Still,
we have a Minister of J\1ines whom we
are proud of. lie is a thorough miner.
l\{r. HANNAH.-But what· is he doing'
Mr. EVE~ARD.-On several occasions I have brought matters before him,
and he has investigated them himself.
Up at Queenstown he started a Government battery. There they asked me if
I ,yould like to bring a nice slug of gold
along to the House, ,and I told them I
thought they had better send it to the
Mint. 'There is no doubt that battery
has done a great d.eal of good to the district. There is an old mine there, and
the Minister was asked for a little help
in regard to it, ,but he said that in the
face of his official files he could not give
any assistance. I said, " You are a practical man. Come up and see the mine."
He did inspect it, and he advanced some
money, and I am now able to give him
this news, that good gold is being struck
in that mine. If that can occur in a
worn-out mine, 'Surely there must be immense quantities of gold still waiting to
be won in Victoria ~ As we have a go-.
ahead and 'pushful Minister, no doubt
further eneouragement will be given to'
the gold mining industry, which has done
so much.
Mr. HANNAH.-If you can get such results in your district, which is not rEr
garded as a rich gold country, what should
they not do in other districts ~
Mr. EVERARD.-There is nothing
better than the district I have referred
to; and if £2,000 or £3,000 had been
advanced years ago, splendid gold would
have been won.
Mr. WARDE.-YOU will have a rush of
10,.000 people there to'-morrow.
Mr. EVERARD.-If a~y honorable
member cares to go out to see the place
for himself, I extend him a hearty invitation; and I may add that the longer he
stays there, the better we shall like it. I
recently had great pleasure in accompanying the. Minister of Public Instruct~on on a tour of my district.
Incidentally, I may say that the }\.{inister of
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Public Instruction, not only went right
through Evelyn but also th.rough the
electorates of B~rwon, Hamilton, Warl'nambool, Grenville, and ~ther8. He is
immensely popular both. In the metropolitan area and ~n the co~t~y districts. He recogmses that It IS useless to talk about decentralization
if we a,re not prepared to give proper school fa;ciliti€s to ~ay-b.ack areas.
J;Ie sees clearly that m .. httle communities parents who are unable to send
their children to school are likely to
migrate to the city. His heart and soul
are wrapped up in the advance of education, and I,. for one, stand right behind
him in this matter. The people of this
countr.v have every reason to be proud of
the Minister of Public Instruction, not
only for the good work that he has done
as a member of the present Ministry, but
for his work in previous Ministries. Some
y'ears ago he was described in the press as
a "Jubilee plunger." The great econolllist, Adam Smith, tells us that "The
best asset of a nation is the trained brains
of'its citizens; and the wealth of a community is measured by the number of its
highly skilled workers and the excellence
qf the products they produce." Sir Alexander Peacock knows this, and he seeks
to give the rising generation of Victoria
a good education. lIe wants every boy
and girl to have proper facilities for making their way in the wot:,ld. The honorable member for Toorak reminded us
that on a per capita basis our system of
education costs less than education costs
iu any other State of Australia, except
Tasmania. I venture to say that if Sir
Alexander Peacock had his way our scale,
of costs would be made much higher. We
visited one little school where there were
only eight or ten scholars.
The people
there were in fear and trembling lest the
school should be closed. We found that
the school was a credit to the community,
and Sir Alexander "eacock passed the remark "Why should we close a school like
t~is~"
By keeping that little school
open new settlers will be attracted to that
d~trict. The Kinglake area, which was
visited by the Minister, is one Q1f the
most neglected,. and one of the most productive, parts of the State. I have asked
another member of the Gov€'rnment Mr.
Angus, who is a busy man, to a~com~
Mr. Evera·rd.
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pany me" throughout my electorate when
he can find the time to spare, with a view
to pointing out to him suitable land for.
the settlement of soldiers and hardy
immigrants: I have for a long tim~
pondered over educational matters, and
I consider that our educational system
is in the hands of a Minister who knows
his job, and knows it well. He recognises
-and I feel sure that he will make his
colleagues see eye to eye with him-that
the provision of more money is essential
if the schools of the State are to be put
in a high state of efficiency. :Many people
who are in need of new schools, or of
increased accommodation in existing
schools, ask why there is so much delay.
I have looked into this question myself.•
and I have found that Mr. Brittingham,
a valued officer in the Public Works De:.
partment, has a lot on his shoulders. HI}
tells me that the best of the officers trained
under him leave the service and go else.where. He loses the cream of his youp.g
officers because the Government do not'
pay them adequately.
Mr. HANNAH.-It is false economy.
Mr. EVERARD.-It is false economy
from our stand-point, but good econoUly.
from the stand-point of the officers wh()
leave the Service, because they are loolcing out for number one, and we canno~
blame them for doing that. Many peopi~
blame Mr. Brittingha~ for the delay illthe provision of school accommodation.
There was an indignation meeting at a.
country place, and speeches condemnatory
of the Public Works Department were
made. However, a new school has been
established in that particular district.
In conclusion, I express the hope that
the members of this House will work
unitedly'. not for their own ends, but for
the State and for Australia. As the hon~
orable member for Toorak stated, i. ever
there was a time when we should join
together and fight for the common caust),
that time is now.
}vIr. PRENDERG.AST.-I moveThat the debate be now adjourned.

The motion for the adjournment of th~
debate was agreed to, and the debate was·
adjourned until Tuesday, July 12.
VOTES OF ACCOUNT.
The House having resolved itself into·
Oommittee of Supply,
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Mr. LAWSON (Premier) moved-·
That a sum not exceeding £3,018,849 be
granted to His Majesty on account· for or
towards defraying the following services for
the year 1921-22:Legislative Council-salaries and ordinary
expenditure. £217; Legislative Assembly-salaries and ordinary expenditure, £1,994; Par·
liamentary Standing Committee-salaries auel
ordinary expenditure, £l67;
Refreshment
Rooms-salaries and ordinary expenditure,
£445; the Library-salaries and ordinary expenditure, £144; the Library, State Parliament
House-salaries and ordinary expenditure,
:£325; Victorian Parliamentary Debates-salaries and ordinary expenditure, £926; Chief
Secretary's Office-salaries and ordinary expenditure, £2J "705; pensions, &c., £6,794; grants,
£1,265;' Board for the Protection of the
Aborigines-salaries and ordinary expenditure,
£1.202; Explosives-salaries and ordinary expenditure, £l,040; State Accident Insurance
Office-salaries and ordinary expenditure,
£449; Fisheries and
Game--salaries and
9rdinary expenditure, £1,184; Government
Shorthand Writer-salaries and ordinary expenditure, £244; the Governor's Office-ordi·
nary expenditure, £62; Herbarium-salaries
and ordinary expenditure, £l67; Inebriates
Institution-salarie.s and ordinary expenditure,
£800; Marine Board-salaries and ordinary
expenditure, £797; Mercantile Marine-sala·
ries
and
ordinary
expenditure,
£219;
Observatory - salaries
and
ordinary exp.endi\ure, £832; Premier's Office-salaries
and ordinary expenditure, £590; AgentGeneral-staff and office, £1,208; Audit Office
~salaries ana 9rdinary expenditure, £3,424;
Government Statist-salaries and ordinary
e4pen«iture, £4,218; Hospitals for the Insane
-salaries and ordinary expenditure, £60,234;
~eglected ChildreD:, &~.-salaries and ordinary
expenditure, £51,148; Penal and Gaols-sala·
ries and ordinary expenditure, £l2,198; Police
-salaries and ordinary expenditure, £99,968;
Publ,ic Library, &c.-salaries and ordinary expenditure, £6,145; Public Service Commissioner
-salaries and ordinary e,..xpenditure, £698;
Department ot I.labour-salaries· and ordinary
expenditure, £4,024; Immigration and Labour
Bureau, £3,138; Education-salaries and ordi:J;).ary expenditure, £286,700; pensions, &c.,
£60; works and buildings, £2,000; endowments
and grants, £26,200; Attorney-General-salaries, £l5,246; pensions, &c., £35; ordinary
expenditure, £7,231; Solicitor-General-salaries, £l0,075; ordinary expenditure,' £3,930;
Treasury-salaries and ordinary expenditure,
£4,690; transport, &c., £834; unforeseen expenditure, £834; allowances to Railway Department, £1,334;
charitable grant, &c.,
£20,000; pensions, &c., £46; exceptional expenditure, £25,500; Advance to Treasurer,
£300,000;' Taxation Office-Income Tax-salaries and ordinary expenditure, £4,083; Land
Tax-salaries
and
ordinary expenditure,
;£4,854; Death Duties-salaries and ordinary
~penditure,
£380;
Curator-salaries and
ordinary expenditure, £l,064; Government
Printer-salaries· and ordinary expenditure,
:.622,327;
exceptional expenditure, £1,600;
a,d\'"ertiaing, £340; Survey, &c., Crown Lands
I

1921.]

Account.

-salaries and ordinary expenditure, £11,534;
Public Parks, &c.-salaries and ordinary expenditure, £l21; grants, £923; Botanic, &c.,
Gardens-salaries and ordinary expenditure,
£2,185; Extirpation of Rabbits, &c-salaries
and ordinary expenditure, £6,807; Works and
Buildings, £333; Crown Lands-exceptional
expenditure, £549; Public 'Works-salaries and
ordinary expenditure, £10,075; Ports and
Harbors-salaries and ordinary expenditure,
£5,923; works, &c., £6,900; ElectriCity Commissioners-salaries and ordinary expenditure,
£5,000; Public Works-works and buildings,
£39,360; roads, works, and bridges, £1,500;
endowments and grants, municipalities, &c.,
£l,000; Mines-salaries and ordinary expendi·
ture, £4.,607; furtherance of mining industry,
£3,300; brown coal mine, £l6,666; Stat~
Forests-salaries and ordinary expenditure,
£l2,419; State Rivers and Water Supply Com·
mission, £41,666; Agriculture, Administrative
-salaries and ordinary expenditure, £2,165;
salaries and ordinary expenditure, £16,405;
Stock and Dairy-salaries and ordinary ex.penditure, £6,774; Export Development-sala·
ries and ordinary expenditure, £11,216; Public
Health-salaries and ordinary expenditure,
£17,734; Railways-working expenses, &c.,
£l,677,000; pensions, &c., £1,530; Railway.
Construction Branch, £1,823; State Coal Mine,
£l05,000.
Total, £3,018,849.

He said-I am going to ask a favour
from honorable members.
The Government want to get the Supply Bill through
to-night. I know that some honorable
members say that Parliament should
have been called together earlier. They
may have matters which they feel ought
to be brought under the attention of the
House or of individual Ministers. There.
may have been matters which certain
honorable members feel strongly upon,
and they may desire to direct attention t9.
them. Those are mostly matters of administration. I will ask honorable mem-:bel'S to be good enough to impose a selfdenying ordinance on themselves. If thia
measure can be got through both Houses
to-night it will suit the convenience of
both Chambers. The Government has
already agreed to an aclj~urnment of the
debate on the Address-in-H.eply until
Tuesday. That is in accordance with·
the practice established in recent year~,
and it gives the Leader of the Opposition
and the Leader of the Country party an
opportunity to consider in detail the
various matters that are touched upon
in the Governor's Speech, and enables
them to come to the discussion on the.
Address-i:J?-Reply more fully prep~red:
than if we asked for the debate to go
right on to-mQrrQw.
I would sugges$;
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that honorable members refrain from the
discussion of various items to-night" and
seek the opportunity which is provided in
the debate on the Address-in-Reply, and
in the debate which will naturally follow
the. submission of the Supplementary
Estlmates. Towards the end of last year
the Treasurer went on a trip abroad.
His. health had no,t been too good, but our
udvlCes are that the change has been very
b.eneficial, and that his health is practICally restored. Under ordinary circulllstances, and following the intentioll which
the Treasurer had when he left Victoria,
he would have, been back in his place in
Parliament to-night. The Government
however, thought it would be a good thill~
to float a loan on the London market and
we have asked the Treasurer to re~ain
a,nd to personally conduct the negotiations. Consequently, he may not be back
uutil September. We are hopeful that
J:1e will be here in time to deli vel' the
Budget.
..Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-Are you sure he
wIll get the loan" or will he come back
without it 1
, Yr. LA WSON.-He will get the loan.
'The Supply asked for is a sixth of the
requirements for the year. In some cases
the sixth is exceeded, and in regard to
-each of these cases I have here an oxplanation which will, I think, be found
'Satisfactory. There is nothing unusual
in the votes, with these exceptions. The
principal exceptions are-" Police Department-Division No. 29-salaries and
ordinary expenditure, £99,968.'"
The
amount asked for is in excess of the proportion by £11,303.
This additional
amount is required for salary payments
in respect of which refunds will be made
after September 30, and for advances to
various police districts. The police are
engaged at the Commonwealth Treasury"
at the Mint, the Railways, Postal Departlnent, Harbor Trust, and on licensing
duty. The Department receives refunds
for these services quarterly. We have to
pay for those services out of the money
which is voted now, and it is more than
a sixth.
.
Mr. COTTER.-All this was provided
for in last year's Supply, and it did not
amount to £3,000,000.
Mr. LA WSON .-The honorab1e member will see that. Supply on this occasion
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IS on the same basis as that of last
year. In cOllnexion with t~e Education
Department, there are endowments and
grants in excess of the proportion by
£8,033. The reason fall' that is that the
t~chnical schools' grants are paid quarterly, in advance_ In the Treasurer's
Department there is an amount in excess
of the proportion by £13,767.
An
amount is provided under this vote t(l
make payments to the friendly, societies
under the reinsurance scheme. As honorable members are aware, a sum was
provided on surplus revenue account of
1919-20, and the bala.noe of the amount
will be provided on the current' Estimates. Negotiations for a complete settlement with the societies are proceeding,
and .it is e1xpected that. a· sa.tisfactory
agreEml'elllt will be arrived ali during this
month, hence this provision. SUPEly is
also asked for the full amount of the'
Treasurer's Advance. This is in accord
with the usual custom, and is necessary
for the prop& working of our system of
finance. In connexion with the Government Printer, there is a,n amount in'
ex~ess. of the proport.i~n by £1,184.
ThIS IS for. the purchase of machin-ery,
the elxtra amount being required to defray the cost of a ticket-printing machine
purchased in England. The amount for
the State Rivers and Water Supply Commission is in excess of the proportion by
£15,000. The excess amount is wholly
required to meet the cost of firewood
stocks for the exi~ting pumping nlants,
and the supplies provided for will, in
some cases, represent the estimated consumption for half of the financial year.
In connexion with the Railways' working
expenses, there is an excess of the proportion to the extent of £347,000. The
charges against votes for the first two
months of the financial year a.re always
considerably in excess of the' proportionate amount of the vote, the reason
being that the advances made for the
year for the working of the Department
are charged against the vote in July and
August. The amount for the State coal
mine is in excess of the proportion by
£26,856. The actual net charges against
the vote for the working expenses of the
State coal mine for the first two months
of the last financial year amounted to
£98,300. On this basis, and taking into
consideration the higher cost of working
as compared with last. year, it is esti-
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mated that the extra amount will be required for the first two months· of this
financia,l year. I have put before honorable members frankly and candidly the
instances where the amounts asked for
exceed the proportion of last year's votes
fOT the same period. Otherwise, the
amounts asked for arc for the ordinary
services of the year, and will enable us
to meet the payments that are due in the
middle of the month. I might ha.ve
asked for throo months' Supply, but I
thought it right just to' put up a, request
for two months. I do not wish to deny
honorable members an opportunity of
critici&ing the Government or of bringing forward any question upou which a
grievance may be' felt. There will" be
abundance of opportunity a,fte:rwards for
dealing with those matters. I ask honorable members, therefore, to co·-operate
with 111e in getting this measure through,
and 80 enable the accounts to be met
when due. If, consistently with their
duty to the country, they can pass this
measure speedily, I will take it as a
favour that they should do.
1\11'. PRENDEItGAST .-The requeBt
that has been made to us to-night to pass
this Supply without debate has been
. made to us on other occasions, and the
effect has been that questions elf great
moment to the public, and on which, in ..
deed~ tnere may have been smne public
excitement during the period of the recess, have not been adequately discussed.
There are seve,ral questions of this character which can boot be debated on Supply,
notwithstanding that the Address-inReply debate has yet to follow. There
are matters upou which we desire to have
specific information, and which cannot be
discussed with advantage during the
Address-in-Reply debate. All the difficulty in rega.rd ,to discussing these matters on Supply would be avO'ided if the
Gov~l'nment would call Parliament toget.lier one week earlier. '1;hen there
w()llld ber abundant time for the discusall these ma.tters I am referring
sion
to, and it would still be practicahle to
provide for the public payment in due
time. The Government are asking fer
two menths' Supply on this occasion.
Mr. LAWSON.-We ha.ve had three
months' Supply previously.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-I do not
think that three. months' Supply has been
granted very often. There a.re a. number
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of important questions that we ought to
discuss, and the furthe'r we get away'
frO'm them, to the extent of a. week or a
fortnight even, the lass opportunity we
have of dealing with them while they are
fresh in the public mind. There is one
item in this Supply en which I sheuld
like an explanation. It is the rebate to
the railways from the Treasury. It is
only an amount of ahout £1,300, but I
want to' know what this reba.te is. Then
we shall be ahle to judge whether the'
railways are transferring to the 'rrea.-·
sury any of the liabilities that the ra.ilways should meet themselves--whethe11
any of the liabilities of the railways are
being taken from the railways and put
llPon the gene.ral re,venue of the State.
Another matterr I wish to refer to is in
conllexion with the brOlWn coal mine. I
see by to-day's paper tha,t there is to be
a Minist·erial visit to Morwell.
I do
not know what t·he intention is. I would
point out, however, that people cannot
get the brown coal they requir~. The
price of firewood is twice as mu~h as it
was a few years ago, and this is a. heavy
charge on the people when they a.re unable to get brown coal. I also notice that
a number oif men have been put, O'ff at
the Mo·rwell mine, it being declared that
there is nOi market for t.he coal. Yet, as
I say, people are u~able to get the hrown
coal they require. I am concerned just
now witb the question of unemployment.
If thirty or .forty men were put off at the
brown coal mine a fortnigh~ agOl, why
has that been done when people are not
able to get the brown cOial they require 1
The honorable memoer for Toorak stated
this a.fternoon that the brown cO'al was
our greatest asset,. What is the good of
that asset if it is not utilized, and if the
public who require it cannot get it at
any pricel ~ While bro:vn coal is not the
best rue!J that might ire got, still it is a
clean fuel, and has other advantages. It
is used in most of the reoms in the State
Parliament House, and when burned
with wood it is a very fine fuel.
Mr. IJA~soN.-It is used in the publio
offices.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-I do not
think it is used in all the public offices.
There ought to be more men continuously employed in the development of
the MorweH brOlWn coal mine. A numof men have been employed in removing the overburden, so. that the coal

ber
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tleposit ma.y be worked. The seam has
,an overburden of 40 feet or 50 feet of
earth. A vast. quantity of the 'Overburden has been removed, and lines of
:r:ails are being laid down on the top O'f
the browll coal for the purpose of loading
the coal into trucks. Yet the authorities
are not employing as many men as they
should employ. That is an instance of
where more activity should bel shown.
Do not talk to me about the failures of
socialism, O'r O'f Goyermnent enterprises.
I give'that as an illustration where failure could be avoided. The Govelrnment
ought to have a man making special
efforts to sell brown coal just as private
persons would if t4e mine were under
their control.
If this mine were in the
hands of private persons thousands of
tons of coal would be made available to
the public, who wou~d buy it as fast as
it could be turned out of the mine. The
failure to make this mine pay will be held
up as another instance O'f the inefficiency
But is that fair ~
of State management.
The failure is brought about by the ineptitude 'Of certain men who control t~s
business. If proper steps were taken thIS
mine could be made a huge success inside
of 14 days.
The IVlinister of Mines will
recollect that a deputation waited upon
him the other day in connexion with the
employment of men who have been put
off from the State Mine.
He said that
he did not know anything about the
matter, but would inquire from the officers of his Department.. Apparently the
officers are running the whole business
and the Minister does not know what is
being done.
I am prepared to give the
honorable gentleman credit for the intimatiOlJ.1 that he would prorvide employment for the men who had been discharged from the coal mine in connexion
with the carrying out of work for the
Electricity CommissiOlJ.1.
Mr. BARNES.-I could sell a thousand
tons a. day if I could get orders.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-I defy the
honorable gentleman to say tha,t the metropolitan market is adequately supplied
with brown coal.
If his officers know
their business they must be aware of the
fact that brown coal is not available to
the extent that it ought to be.
Mr. BARNEs.-I had an officer canvassing for orders, and he could not get
them. If the honorable me1nb~r would
suggest where we caoll dispose of the coal
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we woulft sta,rt to-morrow turning out a
thousand tons a day.
Mr. PRENDERGAST .-1 have listened to two speeches to-night in which
members have complained of the inepti.
tude of the Government in looking for
markets in coonexion with certain industries, and we ha.ve another illustration of that ineptitude in connexion with
the disposal of brown cO'al. The hOlJ.1orable member fOil' Evelyn referred to the
market in the Ea.st which wa.s a.vailable
for our produce. Does the Government
expect that poople in the East who want
our goods should come here to look far
them 1 Is it not necessary for us to go
over there to dispose orf our goods 1 The
Government ought to advertise that it
has brown coal for sale. If one look~
in the Saturday newspapers he will s~
haH a column of a,dvertise,ments intimating where firewood can be o~tained, but
I have never yet seeu any announcement in regard to the sale of brown coal.
Does the Minister think it possible to
compete with those who ha;ve firewood to
sell unless brown coal is advertised ~
Mr. BARNEs.-The yards are full of
firewood, and the proprietors will no,t
look at brown coal.
1\1r. PRENDERGAST.-I am not so
sure of that. I have had ha.lf-a-dozen
complaints from people who have been unable to obtain brown ooal. If the officers cannot find the market for it the
Government should change its officers.
Mr. BARNES.-You send those people
to me and I will give them coal.
M.r. PRENDERGAST.-It is some
time .since complaints were made to me,
but I do not find that there is any difference in the management of the coal
mine to-day. Coal should be available
in Melbourne, but it is! not readily ob.tainable. The one objection to brown coal
is that it is a, little damp immediately
after being mined. If large quantities
were being turned out and allowed to
dry no doubt the coal would lose in
weight to the extent of 20 or 30 pe'r cent.,
but poople who used it after it became
dry WOlUld nevel" go back to any other
form. of firing. It seems to me that the
coal mine a,t Wonthaggi is not able to
produce coo.! f0'r sale to the public at a
reasooable price.
If the public could
obtain it at the same rate as the Railway Department pays for it there w01:lld
.be an abundance of customers.
The
Railwa.y Department seems to 'be able to
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get it at a cheaper rate than it ought
to, and the pu]:l.Lc are deprived of supplies. I want briefly to refer to the
~ta.te forests.
What is being done in
connexion with the expenditure on that
Depa.rtment ~
W ook after week during
last session, and continually rl:uring the
recess, complaints were made about
the method on which the Forests Commission is conducting its business. We
find
in almost every district in
Victoria vast areas of land, whien
are only good for certain forms of
agriculture, held up ,by the Forests
Department, while other land, quite
unfitted for fore,st purposes, is retained. The Minister of Public Instruction knows tha.t complaints about this
Department are rife in his own district,
and we kn()lw that all over the State
people who supply firewood to various
townships are unable to get sufficient supplies of dead wood from these forests.
This state of affairs prevails OIn the Victoria.n side of the Murray, while on the.
New South Wales side there is no difficulty in obtaining dead wood from the
fOI"OOts the,re. The condition of aff.airs is
precisely the same on both sides of the
river. Returned soldiers w1W have been
settled in that locality in our State find
difficulty in getting supplies of firewood.
I got a le,tter from the Forests Department a little while ago, and, reading between the lines, what was said to me was
that I had called attention to this matter
before, but that they did not want me
to loring it under their notice again and
that they did not propose to change their
mind. I may remind the Commission
tha.t a wise man changes his mind many
times but a fool never.
I hope those
members who have a. grievance against
this Department will oontinue to air
their complaints until we stir the members of the Commission into activity. I
do not want to say much more, but I
want to remind the Premier tha,t he is
asking us to forgo our rights in passing
these votes t()l-night, and that he is doing
so to make up for his neglect in not
ealling Parliament together a week earlier. Is not that the fact 1
Mr. LAwsoN.-That is not admitted.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-It is quite
true, all the same. The action of the
Premier places us in an awkward position, and he is asking us to do a.t one
sitting what ought to occupy at loo.&t two
or three days because of the importance
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of the issues involved. There is. just one
other matter I want to refer to, and
tha,t is in regard to tram W'ay extension~
and I think in this direction I
will be supported by the honorable
member for Brunswick. When is it
proposed to extend our present systeIn'7
Many years ago land 'on the west side
of Brunswick was SOlId by the Government on the promise tha.t tramway facilities would be provided, but
nothing has reen done up to the
present to give effect to tha,t promise.
We can get nothing at all. The people
conoorned have to walk long distances~
and .houses that would be built ili
this area are not built.
For £5,000
or £6,000 .a tramway could be made to
meet the convenience of that district.
Something must be done to get these extensiDns made. We were promised that
these extensions would be made. Every
one of them will pay.
,
Mr. COTTER.-I am disappointed
with the Premier's speech. I require a
lot more information from him.
It is
useless for him to tell us that the expenditure under this Bill is for the various
items one-sixth of what it was last year.
On tha,t occasion the Treasurer asked for
Supply amounting to nea.rly £1,000,000
less than what is asked for now, and yet
we are told that this is the customary
two mont,hs' Supply. The Premier spoke
about the police. How much extra are
they to receive this year 1 Under this
measure the amount for the police for
salaries and ordinary expenditure is
£99,968, whereas the amou.~t last year
was £96 ,558. Th~re is pra.ctically a difference of £3,000.
Mr. LAWSDN.-I said that nearly all
the items represented one-sixth of the
estimated expenditure for the various services, but that in SDme cases we had to
ask fDr more.
. Mr. COTTER.-I heard the Premier's
statement, but there is a difference of
nearly £1,000,000 between this Supply
Bill and the first one intrDduced last
year. I cannDt face my constituents if I
pass this measure without having had a.
full and clear explanation Df it. We are
asked to pass money without a sufficient
explanation.
Mr. LAWSDN.-It is not customary Dn
such measures as this to make a financial
statement. I said that I was asking for
one-sixth of the estimated cost Qf . th6
services for the year.
The honorable
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member knows that there has been a
great increase in the salaries of the public
servants a.nd in the wages in the Railway
Department. It· is £500,000 more for
two months in the Railway Department,
and £80,000 more for salaries in the
Education Department.
Mr. COTTER.;-I want to know why
the £80,000 is necessary, and where it
is going.
Mr. LAWsoN.-We passed a measure
increasing the salaries of the teachers.
Mr. COTTER.-I have not had much
time to examine the Bill, but I soo that in
some of the items the one-sixth is exceeded. The,re is no great difference in
the amount for the police. This money
has been spent, I suppose.
Mr. LAWSON.-No; this is' for the services for J ulv and August.
Mr. COTTER.-Whv is it ne,eessary to
get £3,000,000 for two months ~
Mr. LAWSoN.-Because the amount of
the wages and salaries is more.
Mr. COTTER.-I am not prepared to
swallow thi13 propOisal, and I shall move an
amendment unless a proper explanation is
given. We have heard members of Parliament criticised for not working for
more than half the year. I cannot see
why Parliament was not called tog-ethelr
in the last week of June. If we had met
last week the Bill could have been -ciroulated, and we could have passed it in
good time for the mid-monthly payments.
No mid-monthly payments will be made
to our public serv,ants unless the measure
is put through, so we cannot hold it up.
It is placing members in an unfair position, and I should like to hear an explanation from the Pl:emier. There are
one or two matters to which I should like
to direct attention, and if I cannot get
satisfact.ion with regard to them I may
have to move a little motion.
In <:011-nexion with the expenditure for the Chief
Secretary's Office, I wish to remind the
Minister that I introduced two or three
deputations from returned soldiers to
him. They are very anxious to have a
race meeting, a:nd use the proceeds to
assist them in building a hall for a
meeting place. A race-course is av.ailable in our district, but the wowsers
who run the Government and this
country are against us having a
da.y for the purpose.
Before they
went away. the soldiers were! promised everything under Hea,cn, but now
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they are back they are denied things like
this. I understand that an application
for a race meeting from returned soldiers .
in Essendon was also turned down. Most
of the inanufacturers in Richmond live
further out, so 90 per rent. of the residents are workers, and a race meeting
was proposed for the purpose of augmenting the funds for the hall. A site for the
hall has ,been already paid for, and there
is £1,500 in hand for the (building. To
supplement that fund we want the Go\'ernment to allow us a race meeting.
:Mr. MORLEy.-Yours is not the only
district.
:J\fr. COTTER.-Perhaps not, but the
honorable member is sitting behind the
Government, and I am not. We cannot
move the Chief Secretary to grant our
application. The soldiers want the race
mee,ting j and,· as the Government have
a, hetting tax in operation, I do
not see why they should refuse it.
I cannot see that the community
would, be any the worse if one additional race meeting were held. The 'proceeds are not to go into the 'pockets of
any individual, but they will be for
the benen t of returned .soldiers in the district. Now,' I should like to say a wor.d
or two about the railways. Just before
the present Premier came into power,
railway freights and fares were increased
by about 12 per cent. Last J.anuary, with
the consent of the present Ministry, there
was a further increase in fares of
18 per cent. The result is that men who
\,ere encouraged four or five years ago
to establish homes outside the congested
metropolitan districts are drifting back:
to the overcrowded city, ,because they cannot afford the high fares which have been
imposed.
They were never consulted
3Jbout the matter, but the fares were
raised by the Government on the recommendation of the Commissioners. The
more I look into the figures of the Railway Department, the less I understand
them. We placed that Department in
charge of a man who was supposed to
bring the latest ideas from Ameri-ca. I
have not a word to say against him. He
has been in our country long enough to
know how things are· going, and during
the reces's he came to the Government .and
said, "If you want· to know how to run
your railways, send your young men
over to America to get modern ideas.' ~
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The result was that last month some
of the departmental heads were sent to
America for that purpose. I have no
objection to sending men abroad in that
way; indeed, I think it would have been
profitable to have done so years ago.
Had some of our architects in the Public
Works Department been sent overseas for
modern ideas, it would have resulted in a
saving of thousands of pounds. Still it
does seem strange that we should bring
a. man from America to make our
railw.ays pay, and give him £5,000
a year, and that he should advise
the Go",(ernment to send other men
there for more modern ideas.
The
more money made by the railways, the
bigger seems to be the defici t. No doubt,
the Premier will point out that there has
been an increased outlay of £1,000,000
for the employees, but he will probably
forget to mention that the revenue has
increased by more than £1,500,000, a.:nd
that nevertheless there is a deficit on the
railways of £400,000.
Mr. LAWSON.-£250,000 of the wages
was retI'ospective pay, anu probably,
when the whole bill is made up, the total
will be greater.
Mr. OOTTER.-I think the first increase in wages amounted to £400,000,
and the second to £700,000, but the revenue from increased freights and fares
has been a little over £1,500,000.
Mr. LAwsoN.-The increased wages
charges operated from 1st July last, but
the 18 per cent. increase in fares operated
from the beginning of this year.
Mr. OOTTER.-The increased revenue for only six months amounted to
£1~500,000 j a.nd, whi1e the total iflcre:l.se
in wages was £1,100,000, there is a deficit
of £400,000. Yet the Government have
brought a man from America, and are
paying him £5,000 a year to run our .railways. Workers who made great sacnfices
to build up homes outside the citv are
being driven ba-ck to the closely settled
suburbs because of the Government's
policy. It is just about time that the
Government considered where they will
be landed. If they wish to discredit the
railways and the State socialistic system,
they cannot do better than allow the railways to go on in the way they are doing
at present. It is a question of how long
this is to continue. The Government cannot keep on increasing freights and fares.
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They cannot say, (( 'Ve will put on another 12i per cent."
Mr. LAWSON.-I quite agree with the
honorable member. I t.hink freights and
fares have reached their limit.
lVir. COTTER.-I a.m sure they "ha.ve,
and in some cases they have over-reached
it. The big industria.l centres which are
not connected with the city by tral~. have
.to suffer ,princi'pally. The people are told
that they have to pay the high€1l' fares,
or sta.wh€,re they are. That should not
be the policy of the Government. The
railways should be run for the people. I
am no.t quite sure tha,t the people of Victoria require all the railways to pay. I
dOl not know that the Government, or the
country, should expect developmental
lines to pay, but I am satisfied that in
the big industrial centres the lines should
be made to pay. I am also satisfied that
if the Government had a look at the overhe,ad expenses of the DepaJ:tmellt they
would find out where the money is going
to. It is not being spent o.n the men
who are do.ing the hard work, but down
in the Railway Offices you WIll find men
with very little to do.. At the first sign
of depression fifty or sixty men a week
are put off at NewPo.rt, but there is no
dimi'nution in the number of clerical
officers. The' men on the ro.ads are put off
as quickly as possible, and the roads
are starved j but the Commissioners
and their staff still reJOIce in the
Spenc-er-street office. I was a member
of the Drift of Population Com-.
mittee which examined the late Mr. E.
B. Jones and other railway eXPflrts. We
questioned them, and cross-questioned
them, and I came to the c'onclusiOll that
there is not a member o.f the House who
is in a positio.n to unaerstand thoro.ughly
the state of the finances of the Department. The ramificatio.ns of thel Department are SOl many that it is impossible
for any ho.norable member, with the opportunities he gets here, to asoertain
exactly how the. finanoes of the Department stand. The Commissioners make
certain reports every year, which are
read by honorable members, whO' make
s.tatements in accordance with them~ but
it is j~st about time th€lre was an inquiry into the finances of the Department. A Committee consisting of business men, with a sprinkling of members
of Parliament" should hold an inquiry to
see where the money is going. When I
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the House the revenue was
£5,000,000.
It is getting on to
£10,000,000, and the deficit is bigger HOW
than it was th€(ll. Evidently the more

money the Railway Department earns
the bigger ita deficit is. There must be
something dOllEt, and it should be done
promptly. We cannot cavil at granting
two months' Supply, but I want to know
why £3,000,000 is nooessa,ry for two
months' Supply this year, where,as
£2,000,000 sufficed last year ~ 'fJl~ vote
for the State co-al mine in this m~tion ig
£105,000; the vote for a s;milar period
last year was £100,000. If the Government are anxious to develop the brown
coal mine, or the black coal mine, it does
not seem to me that they are throwing a
great deal of money away, but they appear to' be marking time, and waiting for
dp.velopments in ,connexion with the Electricity Commission. When I was at Mor!~l~ I sa,w an immense quantity O'f coal
that had been mined that was not being
sent to Melbourne. When firewood could
not be got. in MelbO'urne there were millions of tons of brown coal lying at MO'rwell, but the coal was not sent dO'wn to
the city. It looke,d as if there was a conspiracy; and that, because there was a
shortage of WO'od, the GO'vernment desired that there shQlUld be a shortage of
eoal too. As I have already said, Supply
amO'unting to £3,000,000 is aske,d for,
where1.s the amount voted for the same
period last year was £2,000,000. I want
to know the reason, sO' that I can explllll
the position to my constituents if I am
asked to do so. I am not prepared to be
a rubber stamp for the Government. If
I cannot get a sa,tisI.actory explanation, I
shall take the only step open to me, and
move for a reduction of the vote by
£100,000.
Mr. LAWSON (Premier).-I shall first
deal with the matter raised by the Leader
of the Opposition with regard to the supply O'f brown coal. The Minister of Mines
has, of course, had the detailed handling
of this proposition, and quite recently he
reported to Cabinet that customers could
not be got fO'r the brown cO'al that was
available. Every effort is being made by
the Mines Department to get satisfactory
sales of this fuel. There are, I am ad~
vised, biO" supplies of firewood in the metropolitan area at preS'ent.
Mr. COTTER.-Yes; probably bigger
than they have ever been at this time of
the year.
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Mr. LAWSON.-PrO'bably there are
bigger supplies of firewood in the metropolitan area than there have ever been at
this season.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-Brown coal
was never dearer than it is to-day.
Mr. LA WSON.-The necessity for the
brown coal haR abated to' some extent.
I know the matter has exercised the mind
of the Minister, because he was looking
forward to certain developmental work
at Morwell and to taking O'ut a certain
quantity of coal.
He had made provision to do that when the slump in the
market took place.
There is no conspiracy. There is no suggestion that we
are trying to work in the Interests of those
who want to keep the fue,l market scarce
and to get high prices. Nothing of the
kind is the case. Weare anxious to keep
as many men employed at l\1.orwell as can
be profitably emplO'yed, but the Government cannot afford to keep the men emplO'yed taking out coal when there is no
sale for it.
Mr. FRosT.-Make it into briquettes
and it will sell.
Mr. LA WSON.-As the honorable
member will see from the Governor's
Speech, the Electricity Commission are
moving forward as rapidly as they can
with the object of getting a briquetting
plant.
Mr. HANNAH.-The Treasurer promised
me two and a half years ago. that the
briquetting plant would be started and
would be turning out bricks in twelve
mon the' time.
Mr. LAWSON.-The O'blig ati on , of
handling that matter is placed 'on the Electricity Commission, and both the Govern~
ment ~d the Commission are fully ,alive
to the importance to Victoria of that
aspect of the matter. We expect that to
be a leading feature of the Morwell
scheme. Reference has been made to the
supply of black coal from Wonthaggi, and
the rate that is charged for the coal.
Presumably there have been increases in
the price. To some extent, but to' what
extent I am not prepared to say now, because I have not the detailed figures before me, that is caused by the increases o~
wages that have been awa,rded by vari~
ous tribunals from time to' time. I observed what the Leader of the Opposition
said with regard to State forests and
lands which are being retained for forest
purposes, though they could, it is claimed,
be more profitably used for agricultural
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The
Minister of Lands and the Minister of
Forests have been conferring with regard
to this matter, and conferences are now
taking place between the Lands Department and the Forests Department to sec
whether the time is ripe for a revision of
the lands that are in the forests s~hedule.
Honorable members know the action that
Parliament deliberately took in the interests of forest conservation, and to prevent the alienation of timber country
merely for the purpose of enabling people
to get the firewood and then abandon the
land. That had been done to a. gre~~ extent. Very many evils had arisen, an'd
there was a great danger to forestry and
to the future fuel supplies of this State.
Pa.rliament many years ago said, "In
udar to make forest lands safe again;5t
pressure, political 0'1' otherwise, that might
be exercised to take timber for purposes
apa.rt from forestry, we will have these
lands permanently reserved for forestry
purposes."
There was an investigation
extending over some years, and certain
lands were then declared to be forest
lands.
Practically, it means th,a.t an
Act of Parliament would be required t.o
take those lands out of the forests, and
the obligation OIf holding the lands is on
the Forests Commission.
Parliament,
also in the interests of forests conservation, has said to the Commissioners,
(' Here is your authority, and in this
ma.tter you will be free from Ministerial
or· parliamentary influence."
That is
the position. It may be that there has
been excessive zetal, and that certain
lands that could be better employed for
land settlement are reserved for forestry
We ask that there shall be a
purposes.
frank and full discussion between the two
Departments in the endeavour to arrive
a,t a decision which will be in the best
interests of the State from every point
of view. That is the only interest the
Government halve tOi serve in the matter.
I know there have been oomplaints. I
have had them in my own district, and I
sympathize with honorable members who
have met with the sa·me kind of feeling
in their electorates. The honorable member fOIl" Brunswick is interested in a matter of tramways extension.
I am sorry
that I cannot say here and now just how
far that proposa,l has gone. I do not
know where the delay has occurred, but
1 will make inquiries. As the honorable
member 'knows, we took certain steps to
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facilita,te the early construction of the
line in which he is ·interested. It was,
so. to speak, taken out of the general
schedule. It is not easy to follow aU the
details on the spur a.f the moment. 1£
one has an opportunity of re,freshing his
memory by looking at the papers, the
whole story comes back.
My recollection is that the whole question was in~
volved in a general tramways scheme for
the metropolitan area.. It was then recognised that the northe.Tn suburbs had
not had a fair deal. There was need for
a q uiok ca.nnexio,n. We am·ended the
Tramways Act to enable that to be done.
1 am not the Minister in charge of the
Tramways Act, but I ass,umed that the
matter was going forward, and that we
had done all that we could do to carry
out the promises that were made. I
will get the Millister of Public Works
to look into .the ma.tter, and I will then
make a statement as to 'what stage the
proposal has rea,ched. Honorable members will see that it is to the interests
of the Oovernment to insure that the
northern suburbs receive adequate tramway facilites. The Leader of the Opposition wanted to know what Item No. 47
- " Treasury-Allowances to RailW'a,y
Department,
£1,334" - was.
That
amount is paid for certain railway concessions that are given to blind and incapa.citated soldiers, and is the payment
to the Railway Department for railway passes to the Governor und to
It is the
members of Parliament.
ordinary amount that is paid, from
time to time, and appears on the Estimates regularly.
Tbe honorable member fOlr Richmond raised a, question of
railway finance, and I hOlpe he will not
mind if I refuse to become involved at
this stage in a general argumen t in regard to the finances of the rajlways. When
the Supplementary Estima,tes are introduced I will make a genera.} financial
Ejtat.ement. I cannot dOl that now without preparation. I do not know what the
balance-sheet of the railways for the year
just closed is going to be. There have been
various estimates. There have been newspaper statements .. I am not in a position to inform honora,ble members how
far those statements are correct.
But
I will give to the House the fullest inforDl.ation as soon as it is made available to me.
The increases in wages
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operated from the 1st July, 1920. The
18 per cent. increase in freights and fares
operated from the 1st of January last"
so that the Railway Department got the
benefit of increased railway revenue due
to the higher rates for six months, while
it had to pay the increased wages
awarded by the Classi~cation Boa.rd for
twelve months.
Mr. J. W. HILLSON (Fitzroy).-And
the six months' extra revenue more than
covers the twelve months' extra expenditure on wages.
Mr. LA'VSON.-It does not do that.
The 18 per cent. increase would, it was
estimated, cover the increase of wages
for a year. We decided that to pay the
award would require an increase "f
freights and fares by 18 per cent., allowing a small margin. But it must be
also recollected with regard to railway
finance for this' year that there was at
least £250,000 of a.rrears to 'pay-some
amounts retrospective, and some amounts
on account of the hours and conditio-ns
of labour, ~hich involved a retrQlspective payment. 8'0 tha,t the charge for
wages and working conditions, allowances:, and that sort of thing fQlr the
twelve months just closed in the Railway Department is increased by payments
which are not really chargeable to last
year, but ought fairly to be debited
against previous years. The increase in
wages is still there, and the increase in
freights and fares will continue for the
time being. They will be running concurrently, and there will be nO! retrospective payments tQl make.
Mr: COTTER.-You have not touched
upon the point at issue, which is, that the
railway revenue, in spite of everything,
i~ increasing, and so is the de:ficit.
Mr. LA WSON.-There was a, period
-some two yea;rs ago, I think-when
there was a record railway revenue and
a recocd railway deficit. It may be-I
hope it will not be-that those conditions
will be repeated for the financial year
just closed. However, I undertake to
give the Hoose the fullest possible information as to! where the increased revenue comes in, and as to just what has
occasioned these increased costs and
charges. There was issued from the Railway Department a statement showing
where railway freights 'and fares had increased.
Mr. COTTER.-They also issued a statement with regard to some " don'ts."
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Mr. LAWSON.-I believe the Department gave some very salutary advice to
the publio.

There is another question

which the honorable member raised, and

it is really a pertinent one, and I desire
to give as much informat~on in regard to
it as I can. I told the House that this
was the normal two months' Supply,
based on the ordinary expenditure for the
past twelve months. What is asked for is
in; the proportion of about one'-sixth of
that amount. The honorable member for
Richmond states that we are asking for
nearly £1,000,000 more than that proportion, speaking in round numbel~s. The
actual amount that the present Supply is
above the amount asked for last year is
£737,000, and the increases in salaries and
wages and in other items work out at
something like this:. For the railwa.ys
there is £537,000.
Mr. COTTER.-Is that the extra amount
for the two months 7
Mr. LAWSON.-The £737,000 is the
amount by which tliis two months' Supplv
exceeds the two months' Supply of last
year.
I will state where the increasesare, as I am advised by the accountant
to the Treasury. For railways there is
£537,000, for education, £91,000, and
for the State Rivers and Water Supply,
£20,000. With regard to the railways,
of course, as against that increase there is
the higher rate of revenue than they had
last year. They had not the 18 per cent.
increase in July and August of last year.
Mr. COTTER.-You have brought a man
from America to make the railways pay.
If the Commissioners cannot make the
railways pay with 18 pe,r cent., why not
put on 80 per cent. 1
Mr. LAWSON.-That has not been
suggested by the CommiSSIoners, and it
is not likely to be suggested, and the
Government would not be likely to agree"
to it.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-Cannot
you see that, if there is an increase of
half-a-million in two months, represented·
by the increase in wages, that means an
incr€lase of £3,000,000 in the twelve
months ~
Mr. LAWSON.-It is not all wages.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-There aXe
higher costs in other ways, and higher in-·
terest.

Mr. LAWSON.-There are increased"
costs in many directions in connexioll with
the railwaysJ but the principal· i'.iem is;,
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wagas. That is the info11llation given to
me. The increase of £91,000 in connexion
with the Education Department is occasioned by the Act of last year which gave
a different scale of payment for the
teachers. There is the same explanation
in connexion with the State Rivers and
Water Supply Commission. The increase
of £9,000 in connexion with neglected
children. is.r in consequence of the allow·
ance being increased from 7s. to 8s. In
July and August of this year the amount
will be 8s." and it may be more.
We expect shortly to receive the
I'eport of the Commission which is inThe increase
vestigating that matter.
of £4,000 in connexion with hospitals
is nearly all in respect.to wages, and there
is the same explanation in connexion with
the extra £5,000 for the State coal mines.
That makes a difference of £666,000 for
the two months. That is the information
which has been supplied to me. I would
sa y to honora hIe members that the Government, in putting the matter in this
way, and not giving a complete financial
statament, is not departing from the
tradition or practice of Parliament in this
respect.
Mr. OOTTER.-It is only a. new practice that Parliament should meet in July.
We used to meet in June, and then we
could get all the information we required.
Mr. LAvVSON.-Even when we have
met in June there has not been a long
and full discussion on temporary Supply.
It has not been the practice of Parliament on temporary Supply Bills to go'
into a long deta.iled discussion of the
fina.ncial position. The debate has generally been devoted to individ~al questions
of grievance, or to matters of internal
administration of Departments. Advantage has been taken of the opportunity
to direct the attention of Ministers to
such matters as those, and to ask either
for investigation or for redress of grievances ..
Mr. HANNAH.-For many years Supply
was not got through on the first day, the
discussion having been adjourned to a.
subsequent day.
Mr. LA'VSON.-That might have
been the case in certain circumstances.
Mr. HANNAII.-You are drifting into.a
bad position.
Mr. LAWSON.-Noj the House i&
get~i~g into a friendly and kindly dispOSItIon.
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Mr. HANNAH.-We shall have to bring
yQU back to normal now tha.t the war is
over.
Mr. LAWSON .-1 think that the normal ought to be a friendly and kindly
disposition.
1\:[1'. COTTER.--I cannot oppose Supply
much longer if the Premier puts the matter in tha,t way.
Mr. LA vVSON'.-1 am hopeful that I
hav~ persuaded the honorable member.
r have given him as much informat.ion as
I can. I do not. want ~o deny to honorable memberrs tlie opportunity of bringing matters under the notice of the
House, or of discharging their duty to
their constituents in connexion with
questions of that kind, but I would
point out that they will ha,ve a,bundant
opportunities on the Address-in-Reply
and on the Su}?pleo:neilltary Estimates to
deal quite legitimately with any ma,tters
they may wish ~o discuss. Before the
end of this month it will be aLsolutely
necessary to bring down the Supplementarv Estimates, and that will afford
honorabie members an opportunity of
directing attention to matters which they
think should be discussed.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (P'itzroy).-And
then you will repeat this speech, and ask
us to defer our remarks until the Budget
is delivered.
Mr. LAWSON .-1 am not going to
say what I shall ask honorable members
to do then.
I would point out to the
C'ommittee that the State does not close
its accounts, as the Commonwealth does,
immediately on the 30th of June.
Accounts may be paid up to the '31st
July, and our books do not· close until
after that date. Therefore, I am not
able to state, even approximately, what
our financial 'Position was at the end of
the financial year, and what the balancesheet will be; but I expect to be able
to give that information fully when the
Supplementary Estimates are introduced.
I hope that honorable me.mbe,rs will help
the Government to put this Bill through.
1\1:r. LEMMON.-J think the honorable member for Richmond is to be congratUlated upon the fact. that he has got
some very important information from
the Premier. I wish,. by way of a
change, to express my appreciation or
the way in which the Government ha.ve
come to a re-arrangement with the
friendl y socie.ties in connexion with their
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I would commend, not

only the Premier and the Minister of
PublIc fnstruction, but also the Under-

Treasurer and Mr. Laughton and other
officers, for the valuable work that
has been done in connexion wi th
this matter. It will cost the Government between £40,000 and £50,000, but
the cost to the friendly societies may
be reasonahl y estimated a.t ab~u t
£300,000. We paid £150,000 to keep
the soldier members good in the ,books, and
it oost us 350 per cent. more to secure
reinsurance than it otherwise would have
cost us. I never heard a. murmur from
'any member of the so.cieties about the bur~ens they ha.ve cauied in connexl0n with
their soldier members. That matter has
\>een cleared up, a,nd I believe the settle~eDt has been satisfactory to all parties
concerned. I wish to direct the atten:
tion of the Minister of Public Instruction to a paragraph that appears in toIjlight's Herald in regard to a, resolution
w,hich was passed. by the Williamstown
branch of the Australian Natives Asso~iation. ' The paragraph is headed:Seholar~
Without
Boots-Austrqlian
Natives Association Branch Urges
Action-and the resolution is as follows:That the attention of the local committees
of the city's State schools be called to the 'fact
~hat some pupils are attending their schools
in. the. winter month.s without boots and socks
and insufficiently clad, ·and that they be asked
to obtain a report from the head teachers on
the matter, with a view to an immediate app~l to the residents of Williamstown for
fl,lnds, should the circumstances ,varran't it,
n.nd tha.t a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Board of Directors of the Australian Natives Association for transmission
to the Education Department.

The town clerk intimated that he was
~atisfied that £100 could be prompt~y
raised from the citizens of Williamstown
~rovided the Government were prepared to
contribute an equal sum. I took the view
1iL~ the meeting that it was not the functiOI}, of the school committee to deal with
ihis difficulty. ,It is a national obligation. We have laid down in our Education Acts an obligation on the part of
1?!arents to send their' ehildren to school
'9:lltil they attain a certain age, and it is.
s.urely the duty of the Government to see
~ha~ the children are properly fed.
It
~s 'wast distressing to see children in the
depth of winter going, to school bareMr. Lemmon.
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footed and otherwise improperly clothe4.
Children situated in that way cann'o~
possibly acquire the knowledge which the
teachers desire to give them. It is only
within the last two or three years that
this condition of affairs has prevail~d,
and it is quite time :that the Governmellt
seriously ,considered the matter.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-It is quite'
common in the country districts to see
children going to school in that condition.
'
Mr. LEMMON.-Such a state of
affairs has prevailed in the metropolitan
area only within the last two or three
years, and it has arisen owing t~ the
present economic conditions. If we desire to see our education sy.stem 'properly
carried out, we must see that the childrell
attending our State schools are prope,rly
fed and clothed. If we want to (be a
virile community in Austr,alia, we mqst
look after the health of our ·children;
and I hope the Government will see' that
the Education Department makes th,~
necessary inquiries, and, if the facts are
aE! stated, that steps be immediately tak~Il
to remedy this unfortunate state p,f
affairs.
Mr. JEWELL.-I want to reffif.'
hriefly to the matter which was me~
tioned by the Leader of the Opposition~
About eighteen months ago, the Premier
promised that he would ('ommuni~t~
with the Tramway Board to see if thi\y,
could give immediate attention to thit
question of supplying residents of Wes;t
Brunswick with tramway facilities. I
have no doubt he did ,bring the matter:
under the notice of the Board, but nothing has been done up to the pres.e~t.
About six or twelye months ago, ther&
was a belief that a tramway extension
would be u~dcrtaken, with the result that
another 150 buildings were erected; but
still the residents are unsupplied with the
necessary facilities. Apparently there~ is
no prospect of a tramway being' constructed for Rome considerable time 'in.
that pai·tirul,ar locality.
' '
Mr. W ARDE.-N or in. any other, according to
recent statement of ~~e:
Tram}Vay Board.
'
Mr. JEWELL.-I do not ibelieve. tkat
there is any part of the metropol~~~n
are,a in which 8,0.00 or 9,000 people ~-,
side wi thout proper travelling facili,ti(tS~·

a
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The men with homes in the district I ber for Richmond was de~ermined to prerefer to have to walk from 1! to 2 miles vent the continued application of the
to get to a tramway or a railway. I know pernidous principle that underlies the
that the cost of materials and labour has introduction of these m£asures. During
gone up, but that is -not the fault of the the period of the war, when the·
people who want this accommodation. I Treasurer came before us we swalbelieve the Chairman of the Board is just lowed a good deal, and now, as
about as good a man as we could have in the result of the precedents set in those
that position, but if we wait upon him days, we are asked to do what we .should
he will talk very freely, ask questions, not do. It is OUr duty to thoroughly dehn te
all proposals for the expenditure of
and then we go away, but nothing is
money. We should not give votes in the
done. I will -be satisfied if the Premier dark and repent afterwards. Whatever
will give me another promise that he will feelings we may have towards one another,
see the Chairman of the Board and urge it is a bad principle to pass these meatha t this extension be undertaken a't the sures without proper explanation. Thereearliest possible moment.
are some items in the Bill to which I
Mr. LAWSON.-I will let the honorable object unless we have more information
concerning them. I was struck to-night
member know what is being done.
Mr. JEWELL.-'The Minister of by the fact that when the Leader of the
Public Instruction paid 'a visit to the Opposition was speaking the Minister of
district the other day, and he knows the Mines was forced to get up and make a.
disabilities under which residents there statement in regard to the question of
brown coal. It appears that those who
labour.
are in charge of the distribution of this
_Mr. BROWNBILL.-I agree with fuel are not men of business capacity,
what the honorable member for Williams- otherwise we would have better results.
town has said, that the position of The late Minister of Mines, the honor-.
children in his electorate in having to go a.ble member for Gippsland South, to hia
tp school without adequate .olothing is credit, did a great deal tp bring the bro'wn
distressing, and I hope something will (be coal into general use. One of the first
done to remedy it. In connexion with things he did was to give instructions in
the' vote for neglected children, I was three or four of the metropolitan suburbs
pleased to hear the Premier say that the in regard to the best way of dealing with
allowance had already been raised from the brown coal. These who use the coal
7s. to 8s. per week. I know that a Com- for the first time find that it is a difficult
mittee has been appointed to inquire into proposition, owing to the large amount of
the working of the Neglected Children's moisture it contains. They find that it is
Department, and I believe that when the not like black coal. If the present Minister
report is presented it will include a re- of Mines would do as the Minister I have
commendation for a further increase referred to did, the brown coal would soon
from 8s. to lOs. a week. If that proves become popular. I know several people
to be the -case, I hope the Government in Clifton Hill and Collingwood who were
will not delay in carrying out the recom- instructed under the previous Minister's
mendation. We all know it is quite im- regime and have not given up the use of
possible to adequately maintain a child brown coal.
Mr. BARNEs.-Some of our oldest cuson 8s. a week. There are many boardedout children in my electorate, and the tomers have given it up.
Mr. HANN AH.-Because there have
manner in which they are maintained is
B: credit to the ·people who have charge been times when it has been impossible to
of them, but they should be paid not less get it. Some introduced closed grates to
than lOs. a week, so that these children burn the coal in. I could take the Minmay be brought up in decency and com- ister" or anyone else who is sceptical, to
people who use the brown coal.
fort.
Mr. HANNAH.-I am '-very much
Mr. BARNEs.-During the last three
t:\tronger than the honorable member for weeks I sent a special agent out to difRichmond was in regard to the attitude ferent places, and I know all about it.
that should be .taken up on this Supply.
Mr. HANNAH.-The information that
The plausibility of the Premier will not is given to the Minister is not satisfacI think I know something about
aatisfy me. I thought the honorable inem~ tory.
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brown coal. I can go back to the earliest
stages, when in Carlton and Fitzroy we
were able to distribute more brown co.al
than was distributed in the rest of the
metropolitan area.
Medical men saw
that it was advantageous to. use the coal
for the sick ro.Olll. It stands above any
other fuel for that purpose.
Many of
the agents have large stocks of firewood
that they bought at high prices, and they
are not going to push the brown coal
when they cannot get so much profit from
it as they get from firewood. So these
agents tell the Minister's representatives
that the people do not want brown coal.
Mr. McDoNALD.-What Wo.uld you suggest as a remedy 1
Mr. HANNAH.-I can suggest two or
three remedies. In nearly every suburh'
at the railway stations facilities might be
given for the distribution of the coal. A
truck of coal could be distributed in tons
or half tons if the Railway Department
would work in harmony with the Mines
Department. There should be something
like harmony between all the public Departments.
Sir Peter l\-fcBride, 'when
Minister of Mines, found that it was impossible to' move the railway officials.
The raHway officials are very often antagonistic, and do not work in harmony with
the Mines Department as they should.
Mr. McDoNALD.-I do. not know that.
Mr. HANNAH.-I can assert that,
in some instances, it is so.
In every
big industrial centre there is at least
one station where what I suggest
could be dOine.
There was Qne man
who tried hard to obtain the distribution of brown coal at N orthcO'te,
fOir instance. However, he could not set}ure the agency. His intentio.n wa·s to
cheapen the distribution of brown coal.
If the Railway Department would facilitate the· unloading of bro.wn coal at stations like Victo.ria. Park, CroxtQlIl, and
North Fitzroy, live agents would be able
to get plenty of orders and distribute
it at cheaper ra,tes. As far as the briquettes are concerne1d, they seem as far
()ff no.w as was the case twO' and a half
years ago. This time .last yea.r I asked
how long it would be before the
briquetting plant was in operation.
All the' necessary inform atiQlIl , we
were t01ld, had been obtained, and
the present Chairman of the Electricity
Co.mmission was either in England or
on his way o.ut to Australia.
It was
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then expected that the plant would be
installed at an early date, and yet when
the House adjourned in December I
found that the Government had not all
the requisIte information. They sent Mr.
Herman to. Germany and other places to
obtain it. That officer is away at the
present time getting the informa.tion. r
should like to know from the IVlinister of
Mines how Mr. Herman is getting on 1
:Mr. BARNEs.-He is not an o.fficer cf
my De1partment.
Mr. HANNAH.-·Vvell, two years ago
he was in charge of the coal mine.
Mr.
Herman is not an engineer.
Mr. BARNES.-Oh, yes. He has the
degree- of 1\1. E.
Mr. HANNAII.-But he has rendered
diffe,rent service.
Mr. BARNEs.-He is a. geologist.
Mr. HANN AH.-The honorable gentleman himself is loo.ked upon as an authority 011 geology, but' if I were to say
he is a mechanical engineer I suppose I
would be doing him an injury. For the
Government to continue foo.ling members
on these matters in this way is the" dizzy
limit."
It continues in office because it
is said that an adverse vote would place
the Labour party in Po.wer. The honorable member for Polwarth continues to
support the Ministry.
Mr. McDoNALD.-I claim the good
sense o.f supporting the best Go.vernment
tha.t I know of.
,
Mr. HANNAH.-You ha.ve never sup·
ported any other.
lVIr. 1\1cDoNALD.-Allyho.w, yo.urs is a.
party of one.
Mr. HANNAH.-Well, at any ra.te, '
it. is a solid party and kno.ws where it
is going. The ho.norable mem'b-er's party
" shilly-shallies" with the brown ooal in·
dustry and does not reach anywhe·re. .If
the Premier thinks that he can ask u.s
to vote £3,000,000 after he has made
a. plausible speelch, and that we will stand
that sort Df thing for all time, he is
greatly mistaken. It is time the press
revealed to the country the real PQsition
and showed the people ho.W legislation is
carried through.
Here we are getting
through the business witho.ut a quorum.
Only one Minister is present, and there
are but five Ministerial suppO'rters. Can
the honorable member fO'r Polwarth agree
to vote £3,000,000 without some definite
explanatio.n of these items ~ HQIW can
the members of the Farmelrs' party take it
all on trust 1 The sooner the farmers
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know that their representati~es have got
intQ the same old groo·ve as other members have done the better. When the
Leader of the great econQlIIlY pa.rty became associated with the Farmers' party
I thought W'e would have had strong protests from the Corner against procedure
such as we have at present. We a,re
told that we must get this measure
through tQ-night beca.use the other Ho.use
'wants tOi deal with it to-mOTl"o.w.
1
wa.rn the Government that the next time
they ask the HOIuse tOi vote £3,000,000 in
OIne night I will fight to. the death if I
stand alone in order to break down this
bad procedure which is becoming an institut.ion as far as this IIouse is concerned.
I remember the time when you, Mr.
Chairman, were a member of the party
known as the Victorian Eleven. On one
occasion more than half of that party
would nOit permit Sir Thomas Bent to get
a vote fOil' £100,000 or £200,000 through
in one night without supplying a full
statement in regard to the Treasurer's
commitments and other matters.
The CHAIRMAN.-I do not see anything about that in the motion.
}\ilr. HANNAH.-You have not heard
the whole of the debate. The Leader of
the Opposition and the honorable member
for Richmond dealt principally with matters of administration. Does the. Minister
of Mines want to sell the brown coal ~
Mr. BARNEs.-Will you take an agency
for 1,000 tons a day 1 If you will I will
give it to you.
Mr. HANNAH.-That would not be
bad business. I will accept the challenge.
When dealing with the question . of
briquetting previously, I referred to the
absence of Mr. Herman.
The Premier
has been closely associated with the development of the 'iMorwell brown coa.l
scheme. A deputation waited upon him
and he determined eventually that he
would go Dn with the scheme.
The
briquetting question was' then one of
urgency, and as soon as Mr. Harper was
appointed to the Electricity Commission
the Premier communicated with Sir John
Monash and asked him to put at the disposal of the Victorian Governfilent two
of his brainiest Dfficers, so that they might
go through the whDle of the German
plants and get plans of the who-Ie of the
machinery.
.
Mr. BARNEs.-They did not get any
plans of the hriquetting machinery.
t
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Mr. HANNAH.-I was informed that
they had done so.
If they did not get
the plans then the information which was
supplied to me, and which can be found
in Hansa'rd, is incorrect. In thel Colling4
wood district alone there are dozens of
big firms tha.t would use nothing but
brown cool briquettes if they could get
them. Some firms have had considerable
trouble in altering the fire bars of their
boilers so that they could ta,ke wood and
then SOl that they could take brown coaL
SDme o·f them have got disgusted, and
have installed oil plants to do the work.
The quicker the Government get on with
the manufacture of briquettes the better
it will be. Briq~etting would dOl away
with the difficulty in regard to excessive
moisture, and with the cDmplaints regarding the utility of the coal.
Briquettes
would be used for domestic purposes in
the whole of the metropolitan area, and
in a big portion of the State. The
use of briquettes would be cheaper than
the use of black coal. I have made inquirie~, and have ascertained that a numher of big manufacturing concerns would
use brown coal briquettes. Their objection to the use of brown coal as at present supplied is that there is too much
moisture in it. In the list of Supply I
find that an amount ·of about £5,000 is
asked for in connexion with the AgentGeneral's Office and the Immigration and
Labour Bureau. What are the functions
of the Immigration and Labour Bureau,
and what connexiOll has it with the
Agent-General's Office ~
'Ve are inviting numbers of men to come to this State,
and I would remind honorable members
how the banks during the last seven or
eight months have closed down, particular~y .upon those who want money for the
?U1ldlI~g. ?f houses. It is practically an
ImpOSSIbIlIty t<? get houses to-day. It is
a far greater difficulty than it was at this
time last year.
Mr. EGGLEsToN.-Because of the cost
of building.
. Mr. HANNAH.-The cost of building
IS no greater to-day than it was twelve
m<?nths ago. It is rather less, because
brIcklayers who werre getting 258. and 278.
per day twelve months ago can now be
got fOtr 215.
Mr. EGGLESTO~ .-The cost depends on
the number of bncks a man lays in a day.
Mr. HANNAH.-There is a'· great
fallacy in that regard, which I need not
deal with at present.
While I respect
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Mr. CAIN.-I wish to mention a matt.1e honorable member for his leg.al knO'wledge, I think I know moxe about lay~g ter which the Premier and the Leaderr of
bricks than he does. It would be qUIte the Opposition have already referred to.
~ fallacy to' have regard simply to' the An amending Tramway Bill was intrO'number of bricks a man lays in a day, duced in the session prior to the ending
because regard must be had to the nature of last Parliament. That Bill had as its
a.nd quality of the work.
I might lay object the amending of an Act which se.t
twice the number of bricks in a day that out that the Tramway Board should sub~nother man laid and not work sO' hard,
mit a scheme of metropolitan tramways
because he might be engaged on a more before the question could be considered
difficult class of work. A lawyer charges by the Railways Standing Committoo
more for a difficult technical case which and the Minister in charge. I underoccupies his attention two or three days stand the request was submitted to the
than for a plain straightforward case Government by the Tramway Board with
which he can deal with in a few minutes. respect to the construction of five lines,
The CHAIRMAN.-The time allowed for tbe most part in the northern suburbs,
where, possibly owing to the lack of
the hOllorable member has expired.
municipal enthusiasm, 'tramways were
Mr. EGGLESTON .-1 do not want to conspicuous by their absence. I undertake up a. strong position to'-night, but I, stand that, owing to financial difficulties,
as a uew member, must confess to some it is not proposed to go on with the condisappointment at the smallness of the struction of these lines in the near future.
details tha.t we ha.ve been supplied with Will the Premier ask the Minister o.f
on this Supply Bill. During the time Public Works to gelt in touch with the
that I ha,ve been a member of this House, Tramway Board, and subsequently to
two Supply Bills and a Budge·t have boon give to this House whatever information
introduced, and I must say that I have is available on this ma.tter of tramway exnot had such an opportunity of under- tension 1 It seems to me that there must
standillg the financial position as a have been something a.t the back of the
member haR the right to €Ixpect. I felel Boa.rd's mind when they requested the
that morel details of the present financial Government of the day to amend the
position should have bee'll given than we previous me,asure for the purpose of givhave had to-night. It may be that it is ing them opportunities to proceed with
not the custom to give greater details on the five specially mentioned lines.
a Supply Bill, but, in my opinion, it
Mr. LA'VSON (Premier).-l shall 00
,ought to be done. This is especially the
very pleased to comply with the request
case at the present juncture, belcause we
of the honorable member for Jika Jika.
are committing ourselves to a ra.tio of I will ascertain exa.ctly where the matter
expenditure, by passing this Supply Bill, now stands, and will give: the honorable
which will go on for six mOllths at least. mem.bers interested the benefit of the in'There is at the present time an urgent formatioo which I am able to get. The
need for economy ~ and thea:-e is nothing honOirable mea:nber for Collingwood rein the Supply list he.fore us to indicate ferred to the question of brown coal and
that €conomy is to be practised, or that briquetting. He seemed to imply that
any attempt is being made to re.-organize the Government was not pursuing that
Departments with a view to the achieve- matter with the expedition and enea:-gy
ment of economy. Criticism 011 the Sup- which should be displayed. I want
ply Bill submitted last session rangeiCl
from Timbuctoo to China., and it. had to remove any misapprehension under
very little to do with Supply. The de- which the honorable member may be
bates I have heard on Supply, and the labouring in that respect. The Electricity
criticism given, have not afforde,d me ma- Commjssion is seized with the utmost imterial for arriving at an understanding porta.nce of that matter, and, as I have
of the situation. It does se,em to me: a.t already stated, briquetting will be made
a juncture like the present, when we are a, fea,ture of the Morwell undertaking.
expecting to meet serious difficulties in It is a big thing. Th~e ,ha,ve been refinance, tha.t we really ne,ed more infor- cent developments, and' the Commission
ma-tion than we have had up to the pre- f eIt that it ough t to have the, latest
information before item~arked upon
SMlt.
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that undertaking. Hence, the gentle- financial year closes on the 30th June,
man who, in Victoria, was supposed to and in another not until the 31st July.
know more than anyone else about brown It is, therefore, impossible to review the
coal, and who had gathered, in his financial position as disclosed by the
position as Director of Geological Survey, year's financial operations early in July
a great deal of technical information, when a temporary Supply Bill is asked
was sent abroad to make inquiries. for. In some Parliaments in tho ComI am a...<lSured by the Commission that monwealth it is not necessary to submit
very encouraging and satisfactory reports a proposal for temporary Supply as
have been received. So far as the Com- soon as the House reo-assembles. They
mission is concerned, no tJne will be lost have some provision which enables money
in bringing this undertaking into opera- for seryices to be uvailable-I do not
tion. Sometimes haste is unwise. It is know exactly how it is doue-for It
better to be sure than to be sorry. It is month or for two months before it is
better to build on right lines than to necessary for the Government to apply
rush in-to the House for Supply.
In the meanMr. lIANNAH.-As Premier, you must time information in regard to the year's
have kuO\vn that Mr. Herman was going
financial operations is available, and honabroad. Was not the Electricity Com- O1'able members can then make a general
mission at that time already in possessioll
l·eVlew.
of all the information necessary with
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-This is the first
regard to briquetting ¥
shot we have had at you foc six months.
lVIr. LA.WSON.-I should say, No. If
Mr. LAWSON.-If on a temporary
we had had all the infor.nation, the Supply Bill we initate a Budget dehate-,
journey of Mr. Herman and his research and then when the Budget deba,te cornea
work abroad would have been unneces- along go over the whole matter again,
sary. The Government would certainly t,here will necessarily be a whole lot of
not have approved of it, nor would the repetition. I am not objecting to the
Commission have recommended it. New flagellation to which the Government have
machinery is being used in connexion with been subjected by honorable members,
briquettillg, regarding which we have no no'r do I wish to deny them the opportunity of saying what they desire.
information.
Mr. W ARDE.-It has been lighter tha.n
Mr. WAuDE.-Has lfr .. Herman been you expected.
to Germany?
Mr. LA WSON.-It has been bad
Mr. IJAWSON.-Yes, he has been to enough, and quite as bad as I like. Still,
Germany, and also to .l1merica. We want I dare say the Government has to take
to be sure that the plant we erect and the these things as they come, and a.t present
process ,ve adopt will be the latest avail- I am prepared to take this £3,000,000
able. I have noticed what the honor- if honorable members will let me have
able member for St. ·Rilda h~s said in it.
Mr. HANNAH.-I was about to make
regard to information on Supply.
I
agree with him,. generally, in the state- an important statement with regard to
ment that finance is one of the most the administration of the Forests Depart..
important matters to which honorable ment, and in the absence of the MinisAt ter of F'orests, I should like the Premier
members can give their attention.
the time the Budget is presented, hon- to underlake to supply certain informa.orable members are supplied with all the tion, sc' that it may be available on the
information which Ministers are able to debate on the Address-in-Reply. I may
tell the Premier that at least a dozen
give. Nothing is held back. The Budget members of this House are determined
statements and the papers that are cir- to insist UpOIll a change in connexion with
culated are so prepared as to give the the management 0.£ the F'orests Departfullest and most lucid information to ment. I am afraid that the attention oi
But it has never the Minister of F·orests is so TIl uch taken
honorable members.
been the practice in connexion with a up with his duties as Minister of Publio
temporal'Y Suppl~y Bill to make a general Instruction that he ~annot give the ne-.
financial statement nor to review the cessary attention to, this Department
:financial . position.
In one sense the which members are criticising so freely.
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However, I will not deal further with
N ot'withstanding the numbers of men Qiut of
employment at the present time in the
timber industry, large cargoes of t.imber
are being brought from abroad, and still
the e,rectiou O'f schools is de-layed. There
are three in the Lo,wan electDrate which
are nDt being proceeded with on account
of the difficulty in getting seasoned timber and the prohibitive price. We know
that timber is being seasDned at NewpDrt, and that a good deal of the timber
for the construction of technical schools,
as well as fo'r the fittings of those institutions, is being Dbtained from that
scurce. I knDw that SDme contractors in
the country haye been charging extortionate prices for timber, but the whole difficulty. could be overcome by the close cooperation of certain of the Departments.
If a.ny affinity should exist at all between
Gorvernment Departments, surely it is in
cDnnexion with the Publio Works Department, the Forests Department. and the
'EducatiDn Department. I beEeve that
if a representa,tive of each Df t.hese Departments were appointed to delal with
this matter they could devise a scheme b;v
which the cost of a State schDol would
be reduced by from £100 to £125.
As
-a rule the estimates Df the Public Works
'Department in regard to t.he erectiDn of
State school buildings are somewhat near
'the mark, and it is easy to understand
that when tenders from contractors are
'frDm ,£150 to' £200 more than the esti·rnatoo, some hesitation is shDwn in going
on with the work. I ask the Premier to
take this· suggestion of mine into consideration, and see whether something can;not be done in that directiDn. With a
proper system the shortage of seasoned
hardwood could be Dvercome.
'
Mr. MORLI<;Y.-A great deal of the
-trouble arises from the fact that there is
sO' much foreign timber in the market,
which can be bought cheaper than hardwood.
Mr. HANNAII.-I do not think imported timber can be. purchased more
'cheaply than hardwood, if as cheap. The
trouble is that hardwood is always speci~
fled for school !buildings, as well as other
pnblic buildings, and 50 or 60 per cent. i.~
added to the price in consequence. There
is no doubt that hardwood is the best timbel' to be used, both on account of its
better wearing qualities and the less like~ihood of it being destroyed by fire.
that aspect of the matter just now.
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Mr. OLD.-I am sorry the Chief Secretary is not at presep.t in the chamber,
because I want to refer to the Police Department, which is under his control. A
few weeks ago, the Traders' Association
of ~1ildul'a submitted a request for a
,police patrol to be established for the
protection of their property. The De·
partment, in its wisdom, agreed to a
patrol from 8 p.m. to 1 a.m., so that at
1 o'clock 'in the morning the close season
for burglars ceases. The policeman goes
home, and Bill Sykes goes out to carry
on his work uninterrupted, except it
might be, at the hands of a private individual. If the Department propORes to
make this a one-man job, it would be a
sensible idea to make the hours of duty
from midnight to daylight. .A. t the present time, thecollstable is on duty when
the general public are marching up and
down the streets, but at the time when a
pa trol is necessary the policeman is in
bed. A sum of £6,807 is included in the
votes for the 'work of rabbit extirpation.
On the basis mentionecl by the Premier,
that means an expenditure of £40,000 per
annum. Yesterday morning I received a
communication from Nyang, in the shire
of WaJpeup, intimating that a notice had
been ~az~tted calling upon everybody in
the dIstrIct to take effective means for
the destruction of rabbits.
N otwithstanding this burden on private owners,
not a single rabbit has boen killed on
Orown lands in the shire during the last
half-year. The rabbits do not breed in
the dry time of the year, and the most
effective time to deal with them is in the
early part, {)if the dry season. This particular time there has not been any poison
laid in the district. I should ·like the
Minister to look into this matt.er, and if
this statement is true, to take steps to see
that the officers perform the work fDr
which they arc being paid.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-I shO'uld like
tD kno'w from the Premier if, in connexion
with proposals made as to the mDve-on
clause in the streets, he will not allow
any regulations to he adopted until the
House has had an opportunity of discussing them.
Mr'. LAWSON.-What is proposed ~
:Mr. PRENDEHGAST.-I know that
several things have been brDught under
the notice O'f the Premier. I dOl not
believe ill the operation' of force in the
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streets. I have seen the operation of the
move-on clause in London.
I saw it in
operation when 44,000 women marched
at the funeral of lVliss Davis. I hope the
Premier will not allow the island system
to be introduced until, at any rate, we
have had an opportunity of considering
it. Many people would be killed if islands were put in the streets. They are
used in London only in huge circuses.
We called attention to the fact that the
police on point duty were being removed from their positions if they did not
get a cerbin number of prosecutions. 'Ve
objected to that principle, and it was discontinued. I shall m~ke every endeavour
to have any man removed from the force
who acts on that principle. The congestion in the streets O'f the city is .due to
the block caused by the Yarra.
There
ar~ really only two great bridges. Prmce's-bridge and Queen's-bridge. vV' 0
should 'have some other bridges so as to
give access to the south side of the river.
There is some talk about compelling the
"people to walk across the streets at certain points.
I saw thousands of people
marching in London, and I saw no force
used. I want the streets to be free for
the people. . I do not want the citizens to
be shoved about, and I want them to be
allowed to cross where they find it necessary. I shall not sa.nction anything that
will prevent the free use of the streets.
Mr. LAWSON.-Do you say that the
police are submitting proposals?
Mr.
PRENDERGAST. - Proposals
have boon submitted to the City Counci1.
by the police, and certain statements
have been made in regard to crossing
places.
Mr. LAwsoN.-Is it a matter for the
Governor in Council or for the City Council1
.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-I suppose it is
a matter for the City Council. We have
.quite a number of councils in the metropolis, and they differ. The traffic would
be greatly relieved if we had some other
bridges across the Yarra. For instance,
opposite Spring-street there might be a
bridge leading to the hills of Toorak on
the other side. I do not want the traffic
inspectors to be judged by the number of
.
prosecutIOns.
T11e man • who can regulate
the traffic without prosecutions is the man
we want. Vol e want men to direct the
people what to do. I do not mean to say
that recalcitrant citizens should not be
prosecuted. I object to methods of force

1921.J

Acco1.mt.

53

in the regulation of the traffic, but I do
not object to the regulation of the traffic.
I know there is a good deal of difficulty
in conue-xion with point duty, and I know
how they manage the traffic in London.
There is one conges~d place near the Bank
of England. Some five streets run into
the circus there, but the p<>lice are plentiful, and they control the traffic satisfactorily. Y Oll cannot expect one man to
regulate traffic where three are required.
Before any restrictions are imposed I
wish the House to have all opportunity
of discussing them. One is told that it is
necessary to cross the streets at right
angles, but it is hard to see what it
means. \Vhen people do not comply with
the directions, there should be nO' prosec~tion, ?ec~use they do not deliberately
nsk theIr lIves. They should be taken
by the hand, and put right, instead of
being proceeded against for breaking the
regulations. A few years ago I called
attention to a· case in which one member
of the force was de~be'rately taken off
point duty because he did not get enough
prosecutions, yet it· was conceded that he
was ono of the best mell who had 1)(,{,1l
on point duty in the streets of Melbourne.
Mr . LAWSON (Premier) .-The honorable membe:r for Swan Hill raised a
couple of questions, one of them dealing
with the Police .Depa.rtment, and the
other with a matter of la.nds administration. The Ministers concerned will look
into those matters. I was interested in
the speech of the Leader of the Opposition and his views with regard to tra:ffi..c
regulations. Generally, I would say that
if you 'Jan persuade people to do things
voluntarily, it is better than driving
them at the point of the bayonet j in
other words, persuasion is better than
compulsion. Howeve'r, a degree of compulsion may be necessary at times. I do
110t know that any regulations have been
suggested to the Government· for indorsement. I am not sure whether regulations
in regard to street traffic would come before the Government·, and whether that
is not a matter entirely within the purview of the city authorities. However,
I will see whether any proposals are conting along. No doubt, the honora ble
member will ha.ve opportunities of bringing the matter up 011 third 'l'hurHdays or
on other occasions, out I 'rin sell whether
any suggestion has been made, Hnd what
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power and authority has been vested in
the Government.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-That is beautifully indefinite.
Mr. LA WSON.-'\fell, I do not wish
to make a promise in the dark to the
honora,hle memher.
The motion was agreed to, and the
resolution was reported to the House, and
adopted.
WAYS AND MEANS.
The House ha,ving resolved itself into
a. Committee of Ways and Means,
Mr. LA WSON (Acting Treasurer)
movedThat, towards making good the Supply
granted to His Majesty for the service of the
year 1921-22, the sum of £3,018,849 he granted
out of the Consolidated Revenue of Victoria.
The motion was agre,ed to.

CONSOLIDATED REVENUE .BILL

l'io.

1.

Housing Reclamat1:on Act.

ALLOWANOE TO PARENTS OF
LARGE FAMILIES.

The Hon. J. H. DISNEY asked the
Attorney:·GeneralIf it is the intention of the Government tomake provision for an allowance to parents
of large families?
.

The Ron. A. ROBINSON (AttorneyGeneral).-A Bill relating to income tax
will come before Parliament this ses.sion,.
and an opportunity of debating this important and, to many of us, interesting
question will then be afforded.
HOUSING AND RECLAMATION
ACT.
COST OF ADVERTISING.
The Ron. D. L. McNAMARA 'asked
the Attorney-General,1. What are the names of the newspapers
in which the' State Savings Bank Commissioners advertised the Housing and Reclamation Act 1920 (Dwelling Houses) ?
2. What is the amount to each newspaper
on account of such advertisement?

The resolution passed in Committee of
Ways and Means was considered and
adopted.
The Hon. A. ROBINSON (Attor~
Authority baving been given to :Mr. Gene1'al).-I have been supplied with. the
Lawson and l\fr. Barn~ to introduce a fDllowing details in, reply to th~ qU!l!SBiIf to carry out the resolution,
Mr. LAWSON (Acting Treasurer) tions:COST OF ADVERTISING TO 7TH JULY, 1921.
brought up a Bill to apply out of the
Aclvertising Housing Oonditions.
Consolidated Revenue the sum· of
£ s. d.
£3,018,849 to the service of the yea,r
19 4 0
Age
"
1921-22," and moved that it be read a
60 0 ()
Argus ,.
u::rst time.
44 8 ()'
Herald ..
The Bill was then read a first time,
9 12 0.
Australasian
9 '12 0/
and afterwards passed through its l"&Leader
10 1 6Weekly Times
maining stages.
600
Ballarat Oourier
The House a.djourned a.t sixteen
6 0 O·
Balla-rat Star
minutes to eleven o'clock until Tuesday,
4 16 0
Ballarat Echo ..
6 0 ().
J1Hy 12.
Bendigo Advertiser
II

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
Thursday, ,July 7, 1921.
The PRESIDENT took the chair at nina
minutes to five o'clock p.m., and read the
prayer.
CONSOLIDATED REVENUE
BILL (No.1).
T·his Bill was received from the Legislative Assembly" and, on the motion of
the Hon. A. ROBINSON (AttorneyGeneral), was read a first time.

6 0 ().
6 0 0'
6 0 0500-

Ge(}long A.dvertiser
Geelong Times ..
Oastlernaine !Ifail
lVarrnambool Standard ..
Mal1"ybor.ough Standard ..
Maryborough Adve'rtiser ..
Hamilton Spectator
Mining Standard

5 0 ().
500
5 0 ()
5 12 0

£219 5 6Advertising Tenders.
Argus "
A.,qe
Herald .,

£ s. d..
19 16 ().
19 16 ()
4 16 ()
£44

8

()

A ppoint?nent of
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, SESSIONAL A.RRANGEMENTS.
DAYS

AND

HOURS

OF MEETING-ORDER

OF BUSINESS.
The Hon. A. ROBINSON (AttorneyGeneral)' movedThat Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday in
f3ach week· be the days on which the Council
shall meet for the despatch of business during
the present session, and that 4.30 o'clock be
the hour of meeting on each day; that on
Tuesday and Thursday in each week the transaction of Government business shall take precedence of all other business; and that on
Wednesday in each week .private member's
business shall take precedence of Government
business.

Standing OO'm,Jtl.ittees.
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STATUTE LAW REVISION
OOMMITTEE.
The Hon. A. ROBINSON (AttorneyGeneral) moved'!,hat in compliance with the recommendation
of the Joint Select Committee on the Consolidation of the Laws, adopted by this House on
the 22nd June, 1915, a Committee be appointed, consisting of six members, to join
with a Committee of the Legislative Assembly,
to deal with anomalies in the law and make
recommendations as to statutory amendments,
such Committee to consist of the Honorables
W. L. Baillieu, J. D. Brown, li'. G. Clarke, E.
J. Crooke, J. P. Jones, and A. Robinson, with
power to send for persons, papers, and records;
live to be the quorum.

The motion was agr.ee~ to, and a
message
was ordered' to be sent to the
m.otion. I presume it is a work of supererogation to assure honorable memberB ,Legislative A.ssembly acquainting them
, that we shall not meet on Thursdays with the resolution.
without full notice being given.
OONSOLID.ATED REVENUE BILL
The motion was agreed to.
(No.1).
The
Hon.
I\..
ROBINSON (A.ttorrieyAPPOINTMENT OF STANDING
GeneI~al)
moved
the second reading of
OOMMITTEES..
this Bill. He said-It is customary in
On the motion of the Hon A. ROBINSON (Attorney-General), the following the opening days of a new session to
obtain Supply. This Bill provides for
Standing.Oommittees for the session were
a grant of two months' Supply for the
constituted : services of the State. There is nothing
STANDING ORDERS OOMMITTEE.-The unusual in the votes now before the
Honorables the President, W. A.. Adam- House, and, with a few exceptions, the
son, 'V. L. Baillieu, J. D. Brown, F. G. amounts asked for are one-sixth of t]lO
Clarke, E. J. Crooke, J. P. Jones, T. H. total requirements for the year. I will
Payne, A. Robinson" and J. Sternberg be enumerate the principal exceptions. The
members of the Select Oommittee on the first is the Police Department, Division
Standing Orders of the House; three to No. 29, which is in excess of the proporbe the quorum.
tion of one-sixth by £11,303.
This
PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS CO~Il\IITTEE additional amount is required for salary
(JoINT).-The Honorables the President, payments in respect of which refunds will
A. A. Austin, F. G. Olarke, W. H. Edgar, be made after 30th September, and for
advances to various Police Districts.
and H. F. Richardson.
LIBRARY COl\fMITTJm (JOI~T).-Th('· The ,police are engaged ,at the OommonHonorables the President, W. J. Beckett, wealth Treasury, the :Mint, Railways,
T. Beggs, F. W. Brawn, and J. K. Postal Department, Harbor Trust, and
011 licensing duty.
The Department reMerritt.
ceives refunds for these services quarterly.
REFRESHMENT
RoOMS
COMMITTEE
(JOINT).-The Honorables W. Angliss, A. Then there is the Education DepartBell, G. M. Davis, W. Kendell, and D. L. ment, Division No. 37 (Endowments and
Grants), which is in excess of the 'proMcNamara.
portion by £8,033. 'Technical school
PRINTING COMl\fITTEE.-The Honor- grants are paid quarterly, in adval1C~e.
ables the President, J. G. Aikman, A. E. In the Treasurer's Department, Division
Chandler, W. TJ. R. Clarke, W. P. No. 50, the amount in excess of the proOrockett, J. H. Disney, G. L. Goudie, A. portion of one-sixth is £13,767.
An
Hicks" E. L. Kiernan, and .T. 1\fcWhae be amount is provided uuder' this vote to
members of the Printing Committee; .t:nake payment to the friendly ~ocieties
three to be the quorum.
.
under the re-insurance scheme.
As

I need hardly say that this is the usuul
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honorable me'lnbers are aware, a sum was

provided under the Surplus Hevellue Act
of 1919-20, aud the balance of the amount
will be provided on the current Estimates.
N egotiutions for a complete settlemel~t
with the societies are proceeding, and It
is ex.t'ected that a satisfactory ,agreement
will :be arrived at during this month;
hellce the provision of this sum in the
Supply Bill. 1. now come to, Divisio.n
No. 51, Treasurer's Advance. Supply 18
asked for the full amount, which is in
accordance with the usual custom, and is
neceHsary for the proper working of our
system of finance. Under the heading
(( Government.. P.rinter, Division No. 57,
Purchase of 1iachinery," the amount is
in ('xcess of the proportion by £1,184.
The extra amount is required to defray
the eost of a ticket-printing machi:ne that
was purchased in England. The amount
~f't down for the State Rivers and W,atel'
Supply Commission. Division No. 80, is in
excess of the proportion by £15,000. The
excess amount is wholly required to
meet the cost of firewood stocks for the
existing pUlnl)ingplant8. and the supplies
herein provided for will, in some cases,
represent the estimated consumption for
half the finaneial year. Under the heading of "Railways, Division No.. 8.8,
Working Expenses," the amount IS In
excess of the proportion of one-sixth by
£R47,OOO.
The charges a§!ainst the
votes for the first two mOllths of the
fil1a~l('iul year are always considerably in
f'xress of the proportionate amount of
the vote, the reason being tlHl.t the
advances made for the year for the
working of the Department a1'8charged
a.gainst the vote in .J uly and August.
In connexion with the State Coal -Mine,
the one-sixth proportion is exceeded by
£211,856. The actual net charges against
the vote for t.he working expenses of the
mlllC for the first two months of last
:financial year amounted to £98,300. On
this basis and taking into consideration
the higher cost of working as compared
,"vith last year, it is estimated that this
extra amount wiJl be required for the first
We
two months of this financial year.
are merely asking 'for the usual Supply to
enable tb~ public creditor to receive payIDP.llt in due course.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then read a second t.ime,
and committed.
Ron. A. Robinson.

Bill (No.1).

Clause 1-Clssue and Application of
£3,018,849) .
The Hon. D. L. McNAMARA.-Ill
regard to the question I asked to-day.. I
may say that the result 'Yas as. I expected. I want to complam agaInst the
method of advertising adopted by the Government Departnlents generally. They
seem to have a stereotyped list of newspapers to which all advertisements !ire
sent, irrespective of whether the advertIsements appearing in those papers will
reach the people concerned. One would
naturally think that the State Savings
Bank Commissioners in advertising about
working men's homes would advertise in
papers that are read by the workers.
They have favoured only one Labour.
paper, a Ballarat paper.
One would
at least expect that the workers' 'Own
paper in this city would have received an
advertisement, if it were desired that the
workers should get the information. I
have here a cop.y of the Mining Standard.
Not many people seeking homes under
the Act are likely to be readers of that
paper. I assume that this p~per, like
others, is simply on the Government list,
and whether the information affects the
workers or the financiers the advertisements go automatically to these papers.
Not one worker would be likely to read
the advertisement in this paper.
The
newspaper in which the workers would
be likely to read the advertisement did
not receive it. I direct the attention of
the Goverllment to this ·matter in regard
to advertising generally. It is not only
in this instance that I have to complain,
but in many others. When any special
('lass is to he informed by advertisement,
the Government Departments should
select the newspapers that are read by
that class. The Football Follower is more
widely read than a g~od many of the
npwspapers on the Government list. The
advertisement with regard to workers'
dwellings should have been inserted in
the I,abollr papers.
I hope more care
will be taken in the future.
The clause was agreed to.
Clause 2-( Sum available for the purposes voted by Legislative Assembly).
The Hon. T. H. PAYNE.-I should
like to know from the Attorney-General
if there are two distinct staffs employed
in the Taxation Office, 'or whether one
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staff deals with both land and Income
tax.
The Hon. A. nOBINSON (AttorneyGeneral).-There are a number of officers
who do income-tax work only, and a number who do land-tax work only. There
are twelve officers who do both income-tax
and land-tax work connected with the reThe officers who
ceipts for payments.
have to assess the income tax are not
those whose duty it is to assess the laud
tax.
The lIon. J. H. DISNEY.-I wish to
say something about bridges, and I
observe the Attorney-General smiling
already. Probably his anticipations are
wrong. It is not altogether the Spencerstreet bridge I am after, although, no
doubt, he will admit that that is a very
urg-ent work. It would be a splendid idea
to relieve the traffic congestion in Flindersstreet by constructing a bridge ov:er the
Yarra a little east of Prince's-bridge.
That would enable the electric trams to
connect with South Melbourne. I had a
look at the locality the other day, and I
thought it was a splendid proposition.
f'here ~s a road under Prince's-bridge, and
It contmues to Maffra-street, I think. If
provision of that sort were made, the
traffic at the intersection of Swanstonstreet and Flinders-street would be greatly
relieved. The electric trams from Hawthorn empty themselves at Prince'sbridge, and if another bridge were constructed 100 yards or so further back the
tranl$ could be run right to St. Rilda, so
that people could make a round trip.
There is ample room under Prince'sbridge.
I think there would still be 15
feet left. A.nyhow, it is one of the best
suggestions which I have heard, and well
worth investigation. Much traffic which
comes up Flinders-street would be diverted
that way if the scheme were carried out.
The Government should not forget also
the need for a bridge at Spencer-street.
The Hon. FRANK CLARKE. - Do you
want two bridges now?
The Hon. J. H. DISNEY.--Yes, two
are required.
The time has arrived
when provision should be made in order
to keep as much. traffic as possible out
of the centre of the city.
I have not
travelled in older count.~ies, so I do not
know what is done there, but when Mr.
Jones and Mr. Beckett return, no doubt
they will have some valuable iriforma··
Session 1921.-[4]
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tion on the subject.
I know that Mr.
intended to make special inquiries
At present many
lnto the matter.
people are compelled to drive through
the heart of the city in order to
reach the northern suburbs, because
there are at present only two bridges
over the Yarra.
We hear talk about
the scarcity of money, but I notice
that the Government are going to earmark at least £50,000 for the erection of
a war memorial on St. Rilda-road.
In
my opinion, that should not be done.
The money would be better spent in
other directions.
In what better way
could the Government and the Melbourne City Council spend the money
which it is proposed to devote to a war
memorial than on a bridge such as I
have suggested. It is proposed to spend
altogether something like £100,000 on a
war memorial which is to be a thing of
beauty and perpetuate, no doubt, the
names of the Lord Mayor and the other
members of the Melbourne City Council.
I do not think that such an expenditure
is justified for beauty alone. It is said
that the Government and the Melbourne
City Council have no money. Yet it is
proposed to spend £100,000 in that way.
The poor unfortunate taxpayers and
ratepayers will have to find the money.
The Government and the council have
tho power to raise it by means of taxes
nnd rates.
Twelve or eighteen months
ago the rate in :Melbourne was only 1s. 6d.
in the £1. At that time they were trying hard to bring about an amalgamation
with South Melbourne. Now I see that
the rate amounts to 2s. or 2s. 2d. If an
extra rate is necessary it will add another
2d. 01' 3d. in the £1.
I do not know
what will become of taxpayers in the
city of Melbourne if money is frittered
away in such directions.
I trust that
the .A.ttorney-General will look into the
proposition for constructing a bridge
Hear Prillce's-bridge, because it is one
of the most sensible which I have heard.
The Hon. E. L. KIERNAN.-In the
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways
Act which was passed last year, the
Board was empowered to select certain
routes along which electric lines would
be constructed. The Board had in view
five lines which it considered most urgent.
They were-~ ones

(a) Tramway between Melbourne and East
Brunswick.
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(b) Tramway between Melbourne and 'Vest
Brunswick and Coburg.
(c) Tram way along Church-street ('onuC'cting Clifton Hill and Prahran.
'
(d) Tramway along Bell-street, CoburO' con-

necting the existing electric tramway toO'Preston with the e~isting tramway to Coburg.
(e) Tramway

berg districts.

111

East Northcote and Heidel-

Four of those five lines affect the northern .suburbs, and every member representmg those suburbs congratulated the
Government o~ bringing the measure forward with the view of expediting tram
construction in that direction. From the
p~~S8 we l10W find that there is a possibllIty that the construction of these lines
will be delayed for a considerable time.
I wish to say t4a t will be a distinct
breach of faith with people in the northern suburbs and all who were looking forward to the construction of the lines. It
is now represented that if the lines are
• bui~t, tram fares generally in the metropolItan area would have to be increased
or the big deficit which will be caused
by constructing the new lines will have
to be made up in some other way. . I
understand that the total cost of the lines
would be something under £2,000,000.
I trust that the Goyernment are not going
to bring pressure on the Boa I'd wi. th J\.
view of blocking the construction of the
lines.
The lIon. A. ROBINSON.-vVe have not
done anything like that.
The lIon. E. L. KIERN AN.-I hope
not. I was pleased to hear the moyer of
the adoption of the Address-in-Reply
compliment the Government on their assurance that, although they were practising economy, they did not intend to cut
out developmental work which was necessary, and which would provide employment.
It seems to me that expenditure
on the lines indicated is very necessary.
1 hope that the matter will be hrought
nnder the notice of the Tl'anHvay Board,
and that they will be asked to do
, everything possible to give these lines
to the people to whom t.hey haye been
promised. If t~is is not done, there will
be a distinct In'each of faith with the
people of the nort.hern suburbs, who have
had a very indifferent tramway service
for some time, and have been h~phlg for
many years that these lines will be built.
The Hon. G. L. GOUDIE.-There is
an item 'which reads" State RiYers and
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'Vater Supply Oommission, £41,666." The
Oommission is in charge of a very important public utility, but, so far as I
have been able to ascertain, no balanee~heet of revenue and expenditure is ever
The Oommission collects
lssued by it.
immense· revenues from ratepayers
throughout the State, and I think it is in
the interest of the people of the State
to know exactly how such a huO'e Depart:M~any ~'atepayers
ment is bei~g run.
have complallled to me about over-rating.
We do not know whether they are overrated or not, and unless we have a satisfactory balance-sheet from the Oommiss~on .we ~annot judge whether or not justIce lS bemg done. Balance-sheets in conne~~o?- with a good many other public
utilItIeS conducted 'by Departments are
presented; for instance, there are balanccsheets issued by the Tramw.ay Board .
'l'heWatcr Supply Commission doC's not
presen t any balance-sheet.
The Ron. A. ROBINSON (AttorneyWater Supply CommisSlOn IS a Department in a totally different
sellse from the sense in which the honorable member has referred to the Tramway Board. That Board, the Melbourne
Harbor Trust.• and bodies of that kind,
have been created by Parliament and are
under certain statutory obligatio~ls. The
Wa.ter Supply Commission, it is true,
was created by Act of Parliament but it
is a Department in the same seu'~e that
the Pnblic Works Department is a Department. The vVater Supply Department's
Estimates come before this House every
year, and a statement of its activities is
prepared from time to time. Speaking
generally, 1 think it is a yery good thing
to .have balauce-sheets of all enter.prises
HIlel Departments, because it enables Ministers and the public to see exactly where
they are going. If the honorable member
will ~ketch out,. in the next few' days,
the hnes on whlCh he wants information
'
I will do my best to get it for him.
C~en(':·al).-The

The clause was agreed to.
. The Bill was reported to the House
without amendment, and the report was
adopted.
.
On the motion of the Hon. A. ROBINSON (Attorney-General), the Bill was
then read a third time.

